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REPORTS    OF    PROCEEDINGS 


OF     THE 


CITY  COUNCIL  OF  BOSTON, 


FOR    THE    MUNICIPAL    YEAR 


Commencing   Monday,   January   5th,    1874,    and   ending   Monday, 

January    4th,    1875. 


BEING    REPRINTS    OF    REPORTS    AS    PUBLISHED    BY    CONTRACT    IN    THE 

"BOSTON    EVENING    TRANSCRIPT." 


WITH 


A  CLASSIFIED  INDEX  AND  INTRODUCTORY  NOTES, 

(Prepared  under  Supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing.) 


[Sixitlx       A.nnTial       "Volixme.] 


BOSTON: 

PRESS    OF    ROCKWELL    &    CHURCHILL,   CITY    PRINTERS. 

(REPRINTS  OF  REPORTS  FROM  THE  TRANSCRIPT  PRESS.) 


INTRODUCTORY     NOTE. 


-•-♦"^ 


The  following  Index  has  beon  prepared  in  accordance  with 
a  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  In  its  compilation, 
the  following  topics  are  omitted,  either  as  not  being  essen- 
tial, or  as  being  better  classified  for  reference  in  Depart- 
ment offices:  — 


Standing  Committees.       See   Pamphlet    "  Organization    of 

City  Government,  1874." 
City  Officers.     See  Municipal  Register,  1874. 
Police  Officers  and  Special  Police.     See  Police  Department 

Records. 
Truant  Officers.     See  School  Department. 
Fire  Department  Officers  and  Members.      See  Department 

Report  and  Records. 
Jurors,  list  of,  and  jurors  drawn.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Constables  and  Constables'  Bonds.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Streets,  betterments   assessed   and  abated.     See  Records  of 

Street  Commissioners. 


Streets,  temporary  closing,  and  removal  of  obstructions.  See 
Sup't  Streets. 

Sewers,  assessments  made,  abated,  and  postponed.'  See 
Records  of  Sewer  Department. 

Buildings,  permits  authorized.  See  Records  of  Inspector  of 
Buildings. 

Public  Buildings,  use  of  granted.  See  Sup't  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Taxes,  assessed  and  abated.     See  Assessors. 

Claims,  allowed,  and  leave  to  withdraw,  unless  subjects  of 
discussion.     See  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibits.     See  City  Documents. 

Leases.     See  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Licenses  to  Auctioneers,  Undertakers,  Victuallers,  Pawnbrok- 
ers, Newsboys,  Bootblacks,  and  for  Steam  Engines  and 
Boilers,  Hoisting  Beams,  Storage  of  Petroleum,  Stables, 
Carriages,  Wagons,  Intelligence  Offices,  sale  of  Second- 
hand Articles,  Billiard  Halls,  Exhibitions,  ttc.  See 
Lists  and  Records  of  City  Clerk. 


Note  relating  to  the  City  Publications. 


The  Third  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  (City 
Document  114,  1873)  contains  a  full  explanatory  list  of  the 
City  Publications.  The  report  is  out  of  print  in  pamphlet 
form,  but  may  be  found  in  the  bound  volumes  of  1873,  vol.  4. 

Subsequent  modifications  of  the  above-mentioned  list  have 

occurred  as  follows:  — 

A  revised  "  Index  to  the  City  Documents,  1834  to  1874,"  com- 
piled by  James  M.  Bugbee,  has  been  printed  in  pamph- 
let form,  and  will  be  placed  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
bound  set  of  Documents  of  1874. 

Laws  and  Ordinances.  —  A  volume  has  been  issued,  "com- 
prising all  the  Ordinances  and  parts  of  Ordinances  passed 
by  the  City  Council,  and  all  the  rules  and  regulations 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,"  from  the  date  of  the 
previous  revision  (Jan.  1st,  1870,)  to  August  1st,  1874. 

Drake's  History  of  Boston.  —  A  communication  from  Mr. 
Drake,  stating  his  inability  to  proceed  with  this  work, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  is  now  under 
advisement  by  the  Committee. 

A  Memorial  of  Charles  Sumtier  from  the  City  of  Boston  has 
been  issued,  compi  isiug  the  Action  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  citizens  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  Funeral 
Services,  the  Memorial  Services,  and  the  Eulogy  by 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz. 

An  Ordinance  passed  Sept.  29,  1874,  requires  the  Printing 
Committee  "  to  designate  the  number  of  public  docu- 


ments, books  or  pamphlets"  authorized  by  the  City 
Council,  and  gives  the  City  Messenger  the  "care,  cus- 
tody and  distribution  of  said  documents,  books  and 
pamphlets,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
said  Committee  may  adopt." 

An  Ordinance  passed  Dec.  8,  1874,  empowers  the  Printing 
Committee  to  "  authorize  the  sale  at  an  approximate  cost 
price  of  any  surplus  bound  copies  of  any  such  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets." 

The  Printing  Committee  have  passed  the  following  order: 
"  Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to 
sell  to  parties  applying  therefor  any  surplus  bound 
copies  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  18C9,  and  of  the 
Supplement  thereto,  at  the  following  prices:  Revised 
Ordinances  of  18G9,  $4.00  per  copy;  Supplement,  1870 
to  1874,  in  cloth,  $1.00,  in  calf,  $1.50."  The  Committee 
have  also  directed  that  the  City  Messenger  continue  to 
supply  the  Ordinances  to  members  elect  of  the  City 
Government,  and  the  city  publications  to  applicants  in 
certain  cases;  and  discontinue  supplying  the  City  Coun- 
cil Reports  of  Proceedings  to  persons  not  connected  with 
the  City  Government,  the  Press  excepted.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  city  publications  is  discretionary  with  the 
City  Messenger,  when  directions  from  the  Committee 
are  inapplicable. 

January  1,  1875. 


The  first  29  lines  on  page  244  should  follow  the  first  col- 
umn on  page  243. 


ERRATA. 

Page  510  is  erroneously  paged. 


INDEX  TO  PEOCEEDINGS  IN  CONVENTION. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CITY  GOVERNMENT. 

January  5th,  1874. 

Pr.iyer  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Halo,  1 

Oaths  of  office  administorod  to  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor- 

eleot,  by  lion.  Horace  Gray,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 

Judichil  Court,  I 
Oaths  of  office  atliniiiistered  by  Mayor  to  members-elect  of  each 

branch  of  City  Council,  1 
Delivery  of  Mayor's  Inaugural  Address,  1 


Election  and  Qualification  of  City  Clerk. 

Samuel  F.  MeCleary  elected.  2 

Oath  of  office  administered  by  Mayor,  2 


Election  of  Treasurek. 
Frederic  U.  Tracy  elected,  306 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


ORGANIZATION  AND   REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Board  called  to  order  by  City  Clerk,  1 

Convention  for  qualification  of  members  of  City  Government,  1 
John  T.  Claik  elected  chairman,  1 
Address  of  chairman,  1 

Notice  to  Common  Council  of  organization  of  Board  of  Alder- 
men, 1 
Notice  from  Common  Council  of  its  organization,  1 
Convention  for  election  of  City  Clerk,  2 
Mondays,  i  P.  M.,  assigned  for  regular  weekly  meetings,  3 

ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 
Annexation  — 

Subordinate  employes  retained,  2 

Boundary  between  Boston  and  Brookline,  179 

Notice  of  petition  relating  to  annexation  of  Winthrop,  641 
Appropriations  — 

Balances  from  Brighton,  Charlestown,  and  West  Roxbury 
added  to  corresponding  appropriations,  17 

Order  passed  to  pay  W.  Roxbury  Free  Library  one-half  the 
fees  tor  dog  licenses,  66 

Discussion  on  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  orders  passed,  166 

Discussion  and  concurrence  in  amendment  to  the  Appropri- 
ation Bill,  179 

Communication  from  Auditor  relating  to  the  Appropri'ition 
Bill,  and  the  bill  amended  l)y  omission  of  State  Tax,  189 

$1.50  per  year  for  ringing  Brighton  bells,  300 

$344.35  for  expenses  incurred  for  delegation  from  select  and 
Common  Council,  l^hiladelphia.  3.d9 

$400  rent  per  annum  for  Second  Assistant  District  Attor- 
ney, 379 

$150  to  pay  funeral  expenses  of  Mark  W.  Hayes,  553 

Order  passed  to  i)ay  bills  for  extra  services  of  sundry  city 
officers,  74S 
Appropriations  —  additional 

$3,300  for  survey  and  inspection  of  buildings,  41,  47 

$10,000  for  House  of  Correction,  41,  47 

$5,000  for  Bridges,  53,  64 

$8,000  for  Ferries,  115,  151 

$10,000  for  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  115,  150,  151 

$36,000  for  FireDept.,  117,  150,  151 

$10,000  for  House  of  Industry.  140,  151 

$5,200  for  new  I'rimary  School-house,  E.  B.,  376,  408 

$250  for  Police  Stations,  461 

$27,000  for  Bennett  Grammar  School,  Brighton,  499,  513 

$4,400  for  Grammar  School,  Ward  15,  510,  514 

$2,000  for  land  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  Sts.,  516 

$700  for  lamp  repair  shop,  540 

Request  for  $50,000  by  Cochituate  Water  Board,  540 

Request  for  $5,000  for  Armories,  683 

$500  for  Roxbury  and  King  St.  School-house  site,  585 

Request  for  $27,000  additional  for  Public  Buildings,  682 


Appropriations  —  transfers  authorized  — 

$760  fmm  Reserved  Fund  to  Common,  47 

$1,730.39  from  Pauper  Expenses  to  House  of  Industry,  151 

$16,376.42  from  widening   Hanover  St.,  No.  2,  to  widening 
Hanover  St,,  151 

$6,000  from   Reserved  Fund  to  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  receiv- 
ing tomb,  449 

$2,500  from  Reserved  Fund  for  standpipe  connection,  Public 
Library,  596 

$5,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  .\rmories,  597 

$1,200  from  Quarantine  for  repairs  on  steamer  Samuel  Lit- 
tle, 627 

$30,000  from  Water  Works,  to  waterworks  in  Wards  13, 
14,  15,  and  16,  556 

$20,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  water  works  in  Wards  13, 
14,  15,  and  16,  556 

$1,500  from  Incidental  Expenses   to  Contingent  Fund  for 
Board  of  Aldermen,  5-56 

$27,700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Bennett  Grammar  School, 
Brighton,  513 

$4,400  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Grammar  School,  Ward  15, 
513 

$2,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Cottage  Place  School-house 
site,  513 

$700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Common  and  Public  Grcunds, 
513 

$77,000  from  Resei-ved  Fund  to  widening  Shawmut  Avenue, 
708 

$73,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Commerce  St.,  707 

$42,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Leverett  St.,  708 

$2,900  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Clinrcn  St.  Dist.,  708 

$27,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  PublicBuildings,  708 

$48.36  to  Grammar  School  site.  Ward  15.  TOS 

$2,000  from  Quarantine  to  steamer  Samuel  Little,  767 
Appleton  Temporary  Home  — 

Com.  from  Supt.  referred,  682 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  716 
Armories  —  sei'  Militia, 
Assessors'  Dept.  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  $2,500  for  extra  clerk-hire.  1.50 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  sale  of  od  record  books,  262 
Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Estimates  for  1874-5  referred,  115 

Authorized  to  transfer  funds,  151 

Statement  to  Board  of  Aldermen  relating  to  $200,000  for  ad- 
ditional Stale  tax,  181 

Order  relating  to  annual  report,  256,  262 

Annual  report  of  Leases,  266 

Annual  report,  410 

Com.  relating  to  execution  for  damages  in  Church  St.  Dist., 
678 


Badges  — 

Refunding  cost  to  Charlestown  Police,  39,  47 


72,  84 


INDEX  TO  PUOCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


Biillnst  T.ightcrg  — 

Ko»i(;iiati()ii  of  Abijali  R.  Tcwksbury,  542 

Quaiterly  Ki-ports  of  Wtigliurs  and  Inspectors,  8,  192,410, 
482,  553 

Report  accepted,  and  Weighers  and  Inspectors  elected  to  fill 
vacancicH,  742 
Ralhs  —  see  rublic  Baths. 
Bigi'low  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Removal  of  I'addock  Elms,  76 

Running  Ferry  Tolls,  120 

Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  121 

Betterment  assessed  on  Parker-Memorial  Meeting  House,  204 

Kxpenses  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  226,  416 

Bird  houses,  303 

Sale  of  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  390 

Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 

Curbstone  for  Tremont  Street  Mall,  462 

Licensing  \V;ilcott's  Hotel.  543.  5f2.  582 

Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 

The  l.aw  Department,  736,  748 

Kast  Cambridge  omnibus  line,  748 
Birds  — 

William  R.  Falls,  —  authorized,  to  take,  etc.,  48 
Board  of  Health  —  sec  Health,  Board  of. 
Bonds  —  (see  also  Loans) 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  conversion  of 
Charlestown  Bonds,  435 

Duplicate  to  Mary  C.  Gibbcns  authorized,  686 
Bonds  of  City  Officers  — 

Committee  for  annual  examination,  321 

Examination  reported  and  accepted,  562 
Boston  &  Albany  R  R.  Co.  — 

Order  passed  to  erect  gates  at  crossings  on  Marginal  and 
Sumner  Streets.  343 

Location  accepted,  739 

Sale  of  baggage,  74i»,  767 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  — 

Remonstrance  on  use  of  whistles,  204 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.  Co. — 

Revised  order  of  notice  issued,  165 

Hearing  on  location,  220 

Order  passed  fixing  location,  269 
Bridges  — 

Federal  Street,  annual  report  of  Superintendent,  8 

Dover  Street,  "  "  8 

Broadway,  "  "  8 

Meridian  Street,  "  "  8 

Mt,  Washington  Av.,  •'  "  8 

Chelsea  Street,  "  "  8 

Order  passed  for  repairs,  499 

Order  passed  to  provide  for  elections  of  certain  Superin- 
tendents, 8 

Charles  Hiver  and  Warren,  report  of  commissioner,  29 

Maiden,  Charlestown,  payment  of  expenses,  39 

Charlestown  and  Brighton,  order  passed  allowing  superin- 
tendents same  compensation,  6ti 

Longwood  Avenue,  $750  for  repairs,  92 

Dartmouth  Street.  $292.48  for  repairs,  92 

Meridian  Street,  order  passed  to  close  for  repair-',  121 

order  passed  to  repair  sidewalks,  170 

North  Harvard  Street,  order  passed  for  repairs,  170 

Superintendent  appointed.  461 

Western  Avenue,  order  passed  for  repairs,  170 

Cragie's,  order  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  209 

Chelsea  Street,  closed  for  repairs,  225 

Western  Avenue,  "  225 

Broadway  "  226 

Dover  Street,  discussion  on  compensation  for  assistance  to 
Superintendent,  254 

discussion,  and  order  passed  rel.ative  to  salary  of  Super- 
intendent. 263 

Ncponset  Bridge,  repairs,  260,  302,  514,  527 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  constructing  bridge 
over  Boston  &  Providence  R.R.,  beyond  Forest  Hills 
Station,  287 

Broadway,  order  passed  to  remove  old  draw  and  build  new 
one,  306 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  and  impracticable  to  make 
temporary  provision  for  travel,  341 

Maiden  Bridge,  order  parsed  for  temporary  closing,  343 

Report  and  ordinance,  360 

Ordinance  passed  to  provide  Superintendent  for  Charles- 
town Bridges,  371 

Eastern  Avenue,  report  and  order  for  construction,  402,  408 

Broadway,  report  and  order  passed  to  repair  approaches,  415 

Francis  Caverly  appointed  Superintendent  of  bridge  over 
Charles  River,  near  Cottage  Farm  Station,  427 

Warren,  Charles  II.  Marple  appointed  Superintendent,  431 

Charles  River,  Joel  R,  Bolan  appointed  Superintendent,  431 

Maiden  Bridge,  John  Howard  appointed  Superintendent,  431 

Ferdinand  Street,  repairs  authorized,  451 

Western  .Avenue,  orders  to  close  and  repair,  451 

Order  passed  for  application  to  build  over  South  Bay,  471 

Warren  Bridge,  Superintendent  elected,  5ii8 

Charles  River,  "  "        508 

AV'arren,  order  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  574 

Eastern  Ave.,  order  passed  authorizing  change  in  contract, 
674 


Order  passed  for  bridge  on  Ashland  Street,  578 

License  from  Harbor  Com,  for  extension  of  Swett  Staeet, 

553 
Order  passed  for  bridge  over  N.  Y,  &  K.  E.  Railroad  on 

Athens  Street.  514 
Discussion  on  raising  grade  of  Prison  Point  Bridge.  516 
Dorchester  Ave.,  order  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  585 
Albany  Street,  closed  for  repairs,  740 
Brooks  (.Alderman)—  remarks:  on 
Smith's  Hiding  School,  51 
Widening  of  Atlantic  Avenue,  64 
The  Park  question,  71 
Railroad  crossings  in  East  Boston,  73 
Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  76 
Salaries  of  officers  in  Charlestown  Court.  90 
Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  93,  117,  153,  205 
The  Water  Supply,  104,  371 
Running  of  Ferry  tolls,  120 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  371,  400 
Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  121 
Appropriation  Bill,  167 
Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  172 
Placing  Milk  Inspector  under  Board  of  Health,  182 
Horse  Railway  system,  192 
Watering  streets,  193 
Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters.  224,  242 
Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Railway,  224 
Removing  b.allast  from  Long  Island,  252 
Assistance  to  Superintendent  Dover-street  bridge,  264 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  2ti6,  271 
Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  285 
Altering  old  High  School-house  for  armory,  314 
Allowance  for  Fourth  of  July,  314 
Purchase  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  360 
Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  338,  361 
Additional  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial,  321 
Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  352 
Free  open-air  concerts,  3.53 
District  Municipal  Courts,  3.39 
Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 
Allowing  police  officers  free  passes  over  ferries,  390 
Charging  tor  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  .390 
S.ilaries  of  constables  at  Municipal  District  Courts,  408 
Watering  Warren  Street,  Roxbury,  415 
Rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  427 
Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Charlestown,  429 
Establishing  public  urinals,  44y 
AVatering  I'ark  Square,  450,  4-36 
New  receiving  tomb.  Mount  Hope,  449 
Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts.  451 
Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 
Cleaning  and  painting  Public  Library,  462 
Petition  of  Highland  Street  Railway  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan 

Railway  tracks.  473 
Home  for  the  I'oor,  475,  509,  515,  582 
Reinoving  gravel  from  I^ong  Island,  492 
Enforcement  of  the  grade  law,  493 
The  vacation,  494 
Cellars  below  grade,  495 

Erection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Square,  500 
Extension  of  'riiorndike  Street,  ,529 
Municiiial  Court  Room,  East  lioston,  530 
Metropolitan  .and  Highland  Railroads,  553 
Paving  City  I'assagew.ays,  571 
Vacancies  in  Water  Board,  599 
Evening  Drawing  School  in  East  Boston,  601 
Licensing  1 'lumbers,  610 
Furnishing  Court  Rooms,  013 
Charles  River  w.ater  supply,  628 
Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 
Soup  for  the  I'oor,  662,  6S-* 
Widening  School  Street,  688 

Boston  W.ater  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  711 
Nautical  School,  713 
Water  supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 
Extension  of'Swett  Street,  720 
The  l.aw  Dep.artment,  737 
N.aming  Post  Office  ."Square,  740 
Compens.ation  for  clerical  services,  741 
Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  752 
Buildings  — 

Order  passed  for  Com.  on  Ordinances  to  consider  expedi- 
ency of  giving   Com.    on    Buildings  power  to    decide 

questions  referred  by  City  Council.  30 
Boston  Gaslight  Co.  authorized  to  build  coal  elevator,  39 
Order  passed  in  regard  to  removal  of  snow  from  roofs,  63 
Discussion  on  petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  65 
Order  passed  relating  to  two  additional  Inspectors,  72 
Order  passed  relatiiif  to  Boston  College,  76 
Non-concurrence  with  Council,  on  substitute  order  relating 

to  Boston  College.  84 
Report  of  Inspector.  89 
Report  accepted.  City  Council  cannot  delegate  powers  to 

Committee,  170 
Ordin.ance  passed  relative  to  eight  assistant  inspectors,  170 
Report  accepted  granting  le.ave  to  Shawmut  Ave.   Baptist 

(  hureh  to  project  two  gas-lamps  over  doors.  223 
Report  accepted  on  party  wall,  M.  Whiting's  estate,  225 
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Report  iuul  Older  relating  to  conditions  placed  on  estates  on 

Ho.  Miuiu-t  Si  ,  227.  'IM 
Projecting  lanterns  at  84  and  SO  Friend  St.  authorized.  25:5 
Order  passed  fur  sale  of  Boston  t'ost  estate,  uor.  Waaler  and 

Devonshire  Sts.,  ;579 
Semi-annual  report  of  Inspector,  July  1.  430 
Order  passed  for  repair.-*  and  alterations  on  Harbor  Master's 

oflice,  Eastern  Ave.  Wliarf.  4o2 
Order  passetl  relative  to  water  from  roofs,  43.5 
Com.  authorized  to  issue  permits  during  recess,  448 
Discussion  on  discharge  of  w.-iter  from  I'oofs  and  sides  of 

Buildings  into  public  streets,  452 
Report  from  Chief  of  Police  of  buildings  discharging  water 

into  streets,  475 
Inspector  requested  to   refuse   permits,   until  satisfied   by 

inspection  of  grade.  478 
Sundry  j)ersons  ordered  to  alter  and  reconstruct  cellars  up 

to  grade,  478 ;  reconsideration  moved,  and  motion  laid  on 

table,  479 
Discussion  on  enforcement  of  the  grade  law,  493 
Discussion  on  cellars  below  grade,  494 
Report  from  Itispector,  of  cellars  below  grade,  525 
O.  L.  Shaw  eontirmed  as  Inspector.  54t) 
Order  ijassed  directing  sundry  persons  to   raise   grade  of 

cellars,  50) 
Report,  diseus.sion,  and  order  passed  directing  sundry  per- 
sons to  alter  cellars  below  grade.  584 
Report  accejjted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  extending  building 

limits,  5'J8 
Cellars  authorized  below  grade,  643,  690 
Projecting  lantern    authorized    front    of   Bromfield    Street 

Church,  7UG 
Cemeteries  — 

Cedar  Grove,  committee  appointed,  40 

Evergreen,  AVard  19,  order  passed  to  set  apart  income  to  de- 

fraj'  expenses,  06 
Report  accepted  authorizing  Patrick  Traeey  and  others  to 

establish  cemetery  in  West  lloxbury,  193 
Woodltiwn,  communication  from  proprietors,  2'22 
Mt.  Hope,  annual  report,  252 
Cedar  Grove,  annual  report,  316 
Report  accepted  relating  to   undertakers  holding  agencies, 

401 
Mt.  Hope,  report  relating  to  building  receiving  tomb,  431 
Woodlawn,  contract  annulled,  435 

Discussion  on  $0,000  for  receiving  tomb,  Mt.  Hope,  449 
Mt.  Hope,  communication  from  trustees  requesting  $4,200 

additional  for  new  receiving  tomb,  4S2;  referred  to  Com. 

on  Mt.  Hope  Cem.,with  leave  to  rejjort  to  either  branch, 

482 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  grant  appropriations,  555 
City  Architect  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relating  to,  282 
City  Clerk  — 

Quarterly  report,  36,  471,  252,  600 
City  Council  — 

$1,.500  additional  authorized  for  Transcript  Reports  of  Pro- 
ceedings, 226 
Order  passed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  publishing  ab- 
stract of  proceedings,  239 
Com.  from  Globe  Pub.  Co.  and  discussion   on  the  contract 

for  publishing  the  oflicial  report,  30J 
Report   accepted   no   action   necessary  respecting  award  of 

contract  for  reporting  and  printing  proceedings,  491 
Communication  relative  to  funeral  of  Councilman  B;irnes,  .505 
Kotice  of  vacancy,  by  decease  of  H.  B.  Barnes,  and  order 

passed  for  tilling  same,  525 
Invitation  accepted  to  witness  parade  of  Roman  Catholic 

Temperance  Soc.,  525 
Invitation  accepted  to  attend  dedication  of  Brighton  Branch 

Library,  507 
Resolves  jjassed  relating  to  decease  of  ex-mayor  Shurtleff, 

673 
Order  passetl  to  provide  documents,  767 
City  Engineer  ^ 

Authorized  to  make  purch.ases,  48 
City  Hall — see  Public  Buildings. 
City  Hospital  — 

Resignation  of  Charles  J.  Prescott  accepted,  8 

Donation  from  George  Goodnow,  251 

Thanks    to  George  Goodnow  for  gift  of  $1,000,  and  order 

passed  for  investment,  390 
Annual  report,  500 

Asa  H.  Caton  elected  to  fill  vacancy,  555 
Order  passed  relative  to  greenliouse,  559 
Report  of  Trustees  accepted  relative  to  greenhouse,  579 
City  Registrar  — 

Quarterly  report,  36,  252,  505,  600 

Committee  on   Cemeteries  changed  to  Committee  on  City 

Registrar's  Department,  40 
Annual  report,  339 
City  Scales  — 

Quarterly  report  North  Scales,  611 

Haymarket  Sq.,  Quarterly  report  of  Superintendent,  47,  252 
City  Solicitor — ^see  Law  Department 
City  Stables  — 

Order  passed  to  sell  City  Stables  on  Polk  St.,  Charlestown, 

513 


$10,000   authorized   for   shed   and   storeroom   at   South  and 

West  Stables,  514 
Order  passed  setting  apart  addition  to  new  city  stable  lot  at 

Highlands,  540 
City  Publications  — 

Order  relating  to  general  charge  and  disposal  of,  270,  2S2 

Ordinance  passed,  530 

Concurrence  in  amendment  relating  to  sale,  540 

Order  passed  for  printing  index  for  City  Documents,  556 

Ordinance  passed  allowing  srde,  078 

History  of  Boston,  communication  from  Samuel  G.  Drake, 

relinquishing  contract,  6J0 
City  Surveyor  — 

Annual  report,  16 
Authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  37 
Claims  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Smith  &  McGaragle  $5,000  insurance, 

48 
General  order  passed  authorizing  payment  of  lost  coupons, 

64 
Report  accepted  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Charles 

Burrill,  136 
Order  passed  to  petition  for  authority  to  pay  certain  bills, 

483 
Clark  (.\lderman) — elected  chairman,  1 ;  —  remarks:  on 
Smith's  Riding  School,  51 
Widening  of  Atlantic  .\  venue.  64 
Petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  65 
The  I'ark  question,  08 
Removal  of  I'addock  Elms,  75,  87 
Salaries  of  city  oflicers.  90. 157 

Sale  of  land  to  Massachusetts  Cliaritable  Meclianic  Associa- 
tion, 123 
Death  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner.  127 
Metropolitan  R.  11.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 
Water  street  extension,  168 
Betterment  assessed  on    Parker   Memorial  Meeting-house, 

204 
Expenses  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  226 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  304 
Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  33S 

Order  to  pay  expenses  Committee  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 
Disposal  of  Bo-ton  I'ost  estate,  379 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  396 
Widening  Brattle  Street,  430 
Ve  tilation  of  City  Hall,  448 
Cellars  below  grade,  495 
Feeding  horses  in  streets,  .546 
Fast  driving.  661 

Double  tracks  on  Wash.  Street,  651 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Street,  637 
Extension  of  Commerce  Street,  708 
Extension  of  Swett  Street,  714,  719,  723 
Compensation  for  clerical  services,  741 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  745,  750 
The  Law  Department,  748 
Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  752 
Valedictory  address,  768 
Clocks  — 

Order  passed  to  accept  clock  on  church  of  South  Evangelical 

Society,  West  lloxbury,  390 
Cochituate  —  see  Water. 
Common  Council  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  $500  additional  to  Clerk,  767 
Committees  —  see  Introductory  Note;  also  Special  Committees 
Common  and  Public  Grounds —  (see  also  Public  Park) 

Request  for  appropriation  of  $750  for  temjtorary  plank  walk 

on  mall  from  Park  Street  to  Boylston  Street,  .30. 
$2,000  authorized  Blackstone  and  Franklin  Squares,  226 
$900  "  care  of  grounds  and  trees  in  East  Bos- 

ton, 226 
$10,000  "  Common,  Public  Garden,  and  other  pub- 

lic grounds,  220 
$2,500  "  purchasing  of  trees,  shrubs,  and  seeds, 

226 
$1,200  "  manure,  220 

$1,000  "  tools,  machines,  and  repairs,  226 

$2,000  "  hire  of  teams,  226 

$10,000  "  labor   and   loam   for  Washington   Park, 

226 
$5,000  "  red  gravel  for  paths  on  public  grounds, 

226 
$2,000  "  watering  streets,  etc.,  22R 

$800  "  rustic  arbor  on  Public  Garden,  226 

$700  "  loam  for  public  grounds,  220 

$1,650  "  care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin,  Worcester, 

and  Lowell  Squares,  and  Union  Park, 
220 
$600  "  for  teamwork  on  Common,  etc.,  579 

$5,000  "  labor  on  public  grounds,  579 

$800  "  fences,  594 

$203.50  "  improvement  of  Eagle  Sq.,  So.  Boston, 

594 
$112..50  "  loam,  594 

Ancient    and    Honorable    Artillery  Co.   authorized  to  fire 

salutes,  June  1st,  239 
Order  passed  to  ascertain  cause  of  destruction  of  trees,  264 
$1,500  authorized  for  bird  houses,  303 
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Explaiintion  by  Cliainnaii   of  Committee  relating  to  Com- 
mon, '.i^i 
$'J,40i)  ad.litioiial   for   laying  out  ami  grading,  setting  edge- 
stone  and  erecting  fence,  to  sciuare  on  Commonwealth 
Avenue,  339 
$t?0()  additional  for  loam,  and  glO.OOO  for  labor,  390 
4!i),'):ln  for  iilaiils  for  I'nlilio  (iarden  and  Scjnarcri,  390 
$l,iiM)   aildilional   for   iniiiroving  l-'rankliu   and  Blackstonc 

S.juares,  410 
$1,000  additional  for  team  work,  416 
$,S0O  additional  for  purehase  of  sods,  410 
$2,2')0  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason-work,  and  painting, 

410 
Order  iiassed  to  sell  old  greenhouse  on  Public  Garden,  462 
Report  and  order  relating  to  curbstone  on  Tremont  Street 

mall,  402 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  purchasing  estate 

adjoining  Orchard  I'ark,  471 
Discussion  on  erection  of  fountain  in  Intlependence  Sq.,  500 
Order  passed  to  improve  square  on  Commonwealth  Ave.,  500 
Order  passed  for  improvement  of  triangular  lot  bounded  by 

Eagle,  Trenton,  and  I'rescott  Sts.,  K.  Boston,  500 
Order  passed  for  improvement  of  Wasliington  I'ark,  500 
Order  passed  to  ])laee  fountain  in  Independence  8q.,  510 
Order  passed  relative  to  proposed  new  square  on  Back  Bay, 

562 
Report  accoi)ted,  and  reference  to  next  City  Council,  relating 

to  proposed  square  on  Hack  Bay,  742 
$50  additional  for  triangular  lot.  E,  Boston,  742 
§232.30   additional  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason  work, 

and  paiaung,  742 
$401.02  additional  for  tools  and  repairs,  742 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

Chairman  of  Board  of  Aldermen  authorized  to  approve  bills, 
19 
Count  J-  of  Snftblk  — 

Oriler  pasi-ed  to  fit  up  rooms  for  Sheriff  and  Assistants,  8 
Jail  expenses,  29,  150,  236,  301,  306,  371,  457,  498,  540,  579,  641, 

740 
Order  passed  for  repairs  for  Court  House,  Probate  Building, 

and  Municipal  Court  rooms,  30 
Order  fixing   pay   of   officers  attending   Municipal    Court, 

Charlestown,  39,  119 
Hearing  on  new  Court  House,  103 
Committee  for  inspection  of  prisons  appointed,  115 
Order  passed   authorizing  arrangements   with  Register  of 

Deeds  for  classifii'd  indices  for  1874,  241 
Order  to  provide  additional  Municipal  Court  accommodations 

in  old  Oily  Hall,  Charlestown,  300 
Order  |)assed  to  jjrovide  court  rooms  and  lock-ups  for  dis- 
trict Jlunicipal  Courts,  359 
Com.  from  Judges  new  Municipal  Courts,  notifying  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  etc.,  referred  to  Com.,  371 
Court  rooms  for  new  District  Municipal  Courts  established, 

377 
Order  passed  to  select  and  report  suitable  site  for  new  Court 

House,  377 
Court  room  for  So.  Boston  Disl.,  changed  in  location,  402 
Order    passed    to    provide    necessary  law-books   for    new 

Municipal  Dist.  Courts,  408 
Report  on  prison,  etc.,  400 
Old  M^ashington  School-house,  order  passed  to  fit  up  second 

story  for  Municipal  Court,  Higldand  Dist.,  461 
Discussion,  and  orders  passed  relative  to  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishing rooms  for  Municipal  Court,  East  Boston,  530 
Surety  to  Treasurer's  bond  referred,  541 

Vote  reconsidered,  referring  treasurer's  bond,  and  bond  ap- 
proved, 556 
Petition  from  Suffolk  Bar,  for  new  Court  House,  568 
Discussion  and  orders  passed  relating  to  furnishing  Brigh- 
ton and  So.  Boston  (-ourt  rooms,  613 
Report  and   discussion  on   site    for   jiroposcd    new  Court 

House,  045 
Order  passed  to  consider  and  rejiort  upon  enlargement  of 
present  Court  House,  and  erecting  new  house  near  jail, 
645 
Order  passed  relative  to  classified  indices,  695 
Report  on  rooms  for  Dorchester  Mnn.  Court,  742 
Order    p.-vssod  to  provide  furniture    for    Alunicipal  Court 

room,  Dorchester,  748 
Second  semi-annual  report  of  Committee  on  Prisons,  707 
County  of  Middlesex  — 

Order  passed  for  collection  of  rent  duo  for  Police  court  room 
in  Ciiarlestown,  241 
Cutter  (.VIdcrnian)  —  Kemarks:  on 
Wilson's  lintel,  Ward  19,  20,41 
Smith's  Hiding  School,  39.  61 
Payment  of  badges,  for  Charlestown  Police.  47 
Printing  e.Mra copies  of  reports  on  Water  Supply,  40,  54 
The  Park  question,  63 
Charging  for  use  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  72 
Placing  Inspector  of  Milk  under  Board  of  Health,  72 
Railroad  Ciossings  in  East  Boston,  73 
Itemoval  of  Taddoek  Elms,  74,  87,  92 
Ijicense  for  Plumbers,  82 
Consolid.ition  of  Water  Board-",  70,  213,  375 
Salaries  of  officers  of  Charlestown  Court.  90 
Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  93,  110.  153,  2U5,  215 


The  Water  Supply,  104,  371 
Police  and  I'Ire  Boat,  120 
De.ath  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  126 
Railway  station  at  Cliestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  136 
Sale  of  Fort-Hill  property.  15J 
Appropriation  Bill,  100,  179 
Water-street  extension,  168 
Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  172,  195,  213 
Water  St.  widening,  181 

Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  182, 194,  288,  362 
Horse  Railway  system,  191 
Watering  streets,  193 

Betterments  assessed    on   the    Parker    Memorial  meeting- 
house, 204 
Elevator  in  City  Hall,  115.  221 
Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Vot(?rs,  223,  240,  242 
Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  R.  R.,  224 
Additional  Appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 

Council,  227 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  236,  206.  270 
Assistance  to  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  254,  263 
Wood  pavement  in  Kilby  St.,  267,  287 
A  City  Architect,  28:i 
Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 
Appropriation  for  paving  Kilby  St.,  287 
Taking  old  High  Si-lioidhouse,  cor.  Dorchester  Ave.   and 

Gibson  St.  for  Armory,  289 
Hampden  St.  Dist.,  300 
Bird  houses.  303 
Allowance  for  Fourth  July,  314 

I'urchasc  of  land  for  .Smail-pox  hospital,  317,  360 

Additional  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial.  321 
I'roiection  of  Police  Uinforms  at  fires,  322 
J.  W.  Bartleit's  patent  torch,  335 

Widening  Shawmut  Ave.  between  Dudley  and  Gould  Sts., 
336 

Appointment  of  engineers  to  examine  Water  Supply.  336 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  338,  361 

Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  33S,  3-j2,  427 

Older  to  pay  S.  B.  Ileustis  for  extra  service.  340 

Order  to  pay  expenses  of  Cora,  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 

Free  open-air  concerts,  3.j2 

Order  to  jjave  Water  St.  with  wood.  358 

Sale  of  City's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Elliot  Sts.,  436 

District  Municipal  Courts,  3-59 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Taking  Beach  St.  I'resbyterian  Church,  378 

Allowing  police  officers  free  passes  over  the  ferries,  389 

Sale  of  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc..  390 

Salaries  of  constables  in  Municipal  Dist.  Courts,  408 

Watering  Warren  St,  Roxbury.  414 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  416 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Charlestown,  428 

Sale  of  City's  land  on  Elliot  and  Pleasant  Sts.,  436 

Ventil.-ition  of  City  Hall,  447 

Establishing  public  urinals.  449 

New  receiving  tomb,  Mt.  Hope,  449 

^V^atering  Park  Sq.,  4.J0,  456 

Salaries  of  ofiicers  in  district  courts,  451 

Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 

Using  wood  pa\'enient  on  G(  Id  and  Silver  Sts.,  453 

Cleaning  ami  painting  Public  Library,  461 

I'etition  of  Middlesex  It.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 
472 

Home  for  the  Poor,  477,  502,  508,  615,  580 

'I'he  vacation,  494 

Cell.ars  below  grade,  494,  584 

Allowing  fast  riding,  499 

Erection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Sq.,  500 

Middlesex  Railroad  in  State  St.,  536 

Wood  pavements  in  Devonshire  St.,  499,  527 

Extension  of  Liniox  St..  529 

"  "  Tliorndike  St.,  529 

Municipal  Cnurt  Room.  East  Boston,  530 

Repairs  of  armories,  540 

Surely  to  Treasuier's  Bond,  541 

Licensing  Walcott's  Hotel.  544,  582 

Metriiporit.in  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  553 

Number  of  horse-cars  in  streets,  556 

Widening  Guild  row,  566 

Armory  expenses,  56i) 

Paving  city  passageways,  570,  586 

Public  Park,  594 

Pumping  engir.eat  Lake  Cochiluate,  598 

Evening  drawing  school  in  E.  Boston,  600,  614 

Licensing  I'lumbers,  610 

Fast  driving.  611 

Furnishing  court  rooms,  613 

Charles  River  water  supply.  623 

General  Butler's  offer  of  Sudbury  River,  630 

Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 

Site  forncw  Court  House,  645 

P.lockades  on  Tremont  St.,  693 

Paving  in  front  of  Kaneuil  Hall.  648 

Double  tracks  on  Wash.  St..  647,  651 

Soup  for  the  I'oor,  062,  678,  717 

Wiileniiig  .School  St.,  6-i8 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  695,  712 
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Exceeding  appi-opriations,  708 
Nautical  School,  71'2 
Water  Supply  foi-  Wards  17  and  19,  715 
Swelt  St.  Hxieiision,  717 
The  Law  Department,  738,  748 
Naming  I'osl  OHico  Square,  740 
Compensation  fur  clerical  services,  741 
Citizens'  Ga^litrht  Co.,  744,  750 
Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  751 
Kesolntion  of  Thanks  to  chairman,  768 
Dedham-st.  District  — 

Order  pass('d  to  petition  for  authority  to  raise  grade,  525 
Report  and  order  in  new  draft  passed  to  petition,  504 

Eastern  Raih-oad  — 

Order  and  discussion  on  change  of  terminus,  67 

Discussion  and  order  passed  rel.ating  to  railroad  crossings,  73 

Order  passed  for  flagman  at  crossing  on  Bennington  St.,  167 

Notice  received  of  location  of  freight  track,  330 
East  Boston  Ferries  —  see  Ferries. 
Elections  — 

State  — Notice  of  vacancy  of  seat  of  John  Tewkshury,  Ward 
3,  and  order  passed  for  election,  36 

Nathaniel  .1.  l?ust  electe<I  representative  in  Ward  3,  53 

Warrant  for  State  election,  order  passed,  563 

Report  of  returns  .accepted,  000,  6U6 

New  election  ordered  tor  Ward  17,  606 

Report  accepted,  .Joseph  S.  Ropes  elected  in  Ward  17,  640 

Municipal  —  Warrants  for  City  Election,  648 

Municipal  —  Ueport  of  returns  accepted,  707 

Reports  accepted  on  recounts  of  votes  .at  City  Election,  742 
Emery  (AMerman)  — remarks  : 

The  I'ark  question,  18,  6S 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  10,  20,  40 

Petition  of 'J'rustees  of  Boston  College,  65 

Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  94,  116,  156,  205,  214 

Leasing  No.  30  Pemberton  Sq.,  118 

Runnitig  ferry  tolls,  120 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  375,  400 

Appropriation  Bill,  166 

Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  171 

Removalof  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  182,  288,  362 

Elevator  in  City  Hall,  221 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  242 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  237,  265 

ACitv  Architect,  283 

Water-slied  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 

Taking  old  lligh'School-house  for  armory,  289,  314 

Allowance  for  Fourth  -July,  316 

Purchase  of  hand  for  small-pox  hospital,  317,  300 

J.  W.  Bartlett's  patent  torch,  335 

District  Municipal  Court,  350,  402 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  361 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Taking  Beach-st.  Presbyterian  Church,  378 

Allowing  police  officers  free  passes  over  ferries,  391 

Erection  of  (irammar  School-house,  Charlestown,  428 

Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  435,  447 

Sale  of  City's  laud  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Sts.,  436 

License  to  lienj.  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Sq.,  450 

Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 

Standpipes  in  public  buildings,  453 

Cleaning  and  painting  Public  Library,  4G1 

Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks,  47 

Hemic  for  the  Poor,  474,  501,  .508,  515,  582 

Enforcement  of  the  Grade  Law,  493 

Municipal  Court  Room,  East  Boston,  530 

Licensing  Walcott's  Hotel,  ■^■^■^>  o62 

Feeding  horses  in  streets,  546 

Fast  driving,  562,  611 

Evening  Schools,  564 

I'aving  litv  i).assagewaj'S,  .570,  586 

Public  Park,  594 

Standpi|HS  in  School-houses,  599 

Furnisliing  court  rooms,  613 

Evening  drawing  school  in  East  Boston,  615 
Site  for  new  Court  House,  645 
Blockades  on  Tremont  St.,  046,693 
Exceeding  appropriations,  709 

Boston  Watir  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  712 
Citizens  Gaslight  Co.,  744,  750 
South  Boston  Branch  Library,  742 
Resolution  of  Thanks  to  the  Mayor,  767 
Employment  for  the  Poor  — 

Discussion,  non-concurrence  on  reference  to  special  Com 
mittee,  aud  order  rejected,  662 


-  sec  Public  Buildings, 
-see  Streets. 


Faneuil  Hall 
Fast  driving- 
Ferries  — 

Report  accepted  relating   to  running  tolls,   letting    down 

chains,  etc..  102 
Order  passed  for  new  drop  and  tank  at  South  Ferry,  and 

coal-shed  at  North  Ferry,  193 
Order  passed  to  rei)air  avenues  in  city  projjer  aud  East  Bos- 
ton leading  to  Xorth  Ferry,  193 
Annual  report,  252 


Discussion  and  order  passed  allowing  police  officers  in  uni- 
form to  pass  free,  389 
Resignation  of  Daniel  D.  Kelly  as  Director,  498 
Samuel  B.  Hopkins  elected  Director,  to  till  vacancy,  545 
Fire  Alarms  — 

Commissioners  authorized  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock  $500  for 
true  time,  562,  567 
Fire  Department  — 

Report  of  Commissioners  for  Janu-iry,  53 

Reports  from  Fire  Commissioners  on  locating  fire  engines, 

etc.,  90 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  Feb.,  115 
Order  passed  for  increase  of  members,  115,  169 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  March,  205 
Reply  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  locating  engine  on  Charles 

St.,  222 
Engine  House  authorized  for  Engine  22,  264 
''  "  "  "        "  3,264 

Report  of  Commissioners  for  April,  267 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  May,  339 
Leave  granted  ,Tosei)h  Bird  to  test  Johnson  pump,  379 
Order  passed  relative  to  locating  telegraph  lines  to  Brighton, 

474 
Report  for  July,  484 

First  annual  report  of  Commissioners,  488 
Order  passed  to  allow  $1.50  to  pay  funeral  expenses  of  Mark 

W.  Hays,  553 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  Oct.,  611 
Communication  relating  to  telegraph  poles  on  Atlantic  Ave., 

612 
Report  accepted,  protection  in  Ward  17,  662 
Report  of  Commissioners,  687 
Fort  Hill  Improvement  — 

Order  passed  referring  unfinished  business  to  special  Com- 
mittee, 9 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  temporary  buildings,  226 
Order  passed  to  ex.amine  title,  and  report  authority  of  City 
Council  to  prescribe  mode  of  use,  471 
Fort  Hill  Wharf— 

Order  passed  to  place  in  charge  of  Paving  Dept.,  282 
Lease  authorized,  391 
Fourth  July  — 

Committee  appointed,  appropriation,  and  discussion,  314 
Franklin  Fund  —  see  Funds. 
Funds  — 

Franklin  Fund,  Report  of  Treasurer,  150 

loan  to  Robert  J.  Gilkie,  84,  118 

report  of  auditing  committee,  181 

communication  from  Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Asso- 
ciation relating  to  investment  in  buildings  for  mechanics' 
houses,  369 
Report  and  order  relating  to  trust  funds,  received  by  annex- 
ation, 286,  3U0 
Statement  of  accounts  of  Dorchester  Trust  Funds,  301 
Report  accepted  of  auditing  of  Gibson  and  Stoughton  funds, 

376 
Order  passed   relating  to  "  Trustees  of  Charlestown  Poor 

Fund,"  492 
Report  accepted  of  Charlestown  Poor's  Fund,  545 

G.  A.R.— 

Invitation  of  Post  26  to  Dccor.ation  ceremonies  accepted,  211 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  236,  264,  271 
Gas  — 

Hearing  on  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  608,  624,  663,  679 

Reports  on  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  706 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  City  Gas  Works, 
707 

Citizen's  Gaslight  Co.,  Discussion  on,  743;   Discussion  on, 
and  report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  750 
Hack  Pegulations  — 

Order  passed  amending,  1-10 

Reiwrt  and  orders  relating  to  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury 
and  Hrighton,  319,  337 

Amendment  adopted  relating  to  drivers   carrying  copy  of 
rates,  o59 
Hall  (AMerman) — remarks:  on 

Smith's  Riding  School,  .54,  598 

Petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  65 

Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  74,  92 

Sahiries  of  officers  of  Charlestown  C<nirt,  90 

Salaries  of  city  ollicers,  U5,  117,  206,  214 

Running  ferry  tolls,  120 

Jourdaiu's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  122 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  371,  395 

Railway  Station  at  C;hestnut  Hill  reservoir,  137 

Metropolitan  K.  R.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 

Appropriation  Bill,  167,  179 

Office  of  Milk  Inspector,  288,  362 

Elevator  in  City  Hall,  222 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  240,  242 

Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Hallway  track,  224 

Ailditional  appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 
Council,  227 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  237,  266,  271 

Assistance  to  Superintendent'Dover-strcet  Bridge,  264 

Wood  p.avement  in  Kilby  Street,  268 


8 


INDEX    TO    riiOCEEDIXGS    OF    BOARD    OF   ALDERMEX, 


■Wsitor-Kluvl  of  Myxtic  T>ake,  285 

Appniiniatiiiii  l"iir  paviiii;  Kilby  Street,  287 

Taking'  olil  llitrli  tjchool-liouse,"  cor.  Durcliester  Avenue  and 

(iibsoii  Street,  for  armory,  2Si) 
Contraet  with  Dorehet^ter  Ga'slif^ht  Co.,  302 
Kxteiiiling  name  of  Dudley  Street  llmnigU  Stoughton  Street, 

ai;i. 

AUowanee  for  Fourth  July,  .")14 

Additional  eopieM  Sumner  Memorial,  321 

J.  W.  IJartletl's  patent  toreli,  IW) 

Widening  Sliawmut  Avenue   between   Dudley   and    Guild 

Streets,  330 
Appoiiitnuiit  of  enginccra  to  examine  water  supply,  336 
Free  open-air  eoncertij,  353 
Order  to  pave  Water  Street  with  wood,  358 
Purchase  of  land  for  Sniall-pox  hospital,  300 
Contraet  for  publishing  the  olUeial  report,  370 
Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Salaries  of  Constables  at  Municipal  District  Courts,  409 
Watering  Warren  Street,  Koxbury,  414 
Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  435 

Sale  of  City's  lani'l  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Streets,  436 
Estalilisliing  publie  urinals,  449 
Watering  I'ark  Square,  450,  450 
Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  453 
Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 
Cleaning  and  painting  Public  Library,  462 
Curbstone  for  Ti'emout-street  mall,  402 
Printing  Solicitor's  Report  semi-annually,  463 
Petition  of  Middlesex  K.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 

472 
Removing  gravel  from  Long  Island,  492 
Enforcement  of  the  Grade  Law,  493 
The  vacation,  494 
Ci'Uars  below  grade,  495,  584 
Allowing  fast  riding,  498 
Home  for  the  Poor,  501,  507,  515 
Middlesex  Railroad  in  State  Street,  526 
Wood  pavements  in  Devonshire  Street,  528 
Extension  of  Lenox  Street,  529 
Municipal  Court  Room,  East  Boston,  530 
Surety  to  Treasurer's  Bond,  541 
Metropolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  554 
Number  of  horse-cars  in  streets,  550 
Fast  driving,  501,  Oil 
Walcott's  Hotel,  502,  582 
Evening  Schools,  564 
Paving  city  passageways,  570,  586 
Public  Park,  596 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  598 
Licensing  i)iunibers,  010 
Charles  River  water  sujjply,  628 
Blockades  on  Tremont  Street,  017,  693 
Wideinng  School  Street,  688 

Gen.  Butler's  otter  of  Sudbury  River,  6.30,  691 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  695 
Appleton  Temi>oi'ary  Home,  776 

Citizen's  Gaslight  Co.,  744,  750 

The  Law  Department,  748 

East  Cambridge  omnibus  line,  748 

Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  753 
Harris  (.Vlderman)  rejiiarks  :  on 

Payment  for  badges  for  Charlestown  Police,  47 

Railroad  crossings  in  East  Boston,  74 

Salaries  of  officers  in  Charlestown  Court,  90 

Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  93,  1.54 

Hiring  No.  30  Pembcrton  Square,  118 

Death  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  127 

Appropriation  Bill,  107,  180,  189 

A\'ater  street  extension,  168 

Boundary  between  Boston  and  Brookline,  179 

Watering  stn^ets,  192 

Betterment  assessed  on  Pai-ker-Memori.al  Meeting-house,  204 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  213 

Elevator  in  City  Hall,  222 

Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Railway  track,  2'25 

I'ublic  grounds,  Charlestown,  226 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  265,  271 

A  City  Architect,  283 

Watershed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 

Hampden  Street  District,  300 

Contraet  with  Dorchester  Gaslight  Co.,  302 

Common  and  Public  Grounds,  305 

Protection  of  police  uniforms  at  tires,  322 

J.  W.  Bartlett's  patent  torch,  335 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Salaries  of  constables  at  Municipal  District  Courts,  408 

Watering  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  414 

Contract  to  water  Park  Square,  456 

Erection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Sq.,  500 

Extension  of  Lenox  Street,  529 

Naming  Post  Gffice  Square,  740 

East  Cambridge  omnibus  line,  748 
Harlior  — 

Discussion  on  rescinding  license  for  removing  gi-avel  from 
Long  Island,  492 

Order  passed  to  rescind  license  to  remove  gravel  from  Long 
Island,  -,9?  * 


Order  passed  to  rescind  license  to  F.  J.  &  J.  L.  Ward  to 
remove  gravel,  513 

Order  pas.sed  to  pay  assessment  for  tide  water  displaced,  531 

Report  ac-cepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  for  leave  to 
remove  gravel,  5U8 
Health,  Hoard  of  — 

Connnunication  relating  to  Marcella  Street  hospital,  213 

Conununication  relating  to  location  of  puldii:  urinals,  233; 
discussion,  448;  order  i)assed  for  establishing,  403 

Communication  in  response  to  order  relating  to  public  uri- 
nals, 47  1 

Annual  report,  484 

Communication  on  sewerage  system,  7.39 
Health  Department  — 

Superintendent  authorized  to  purch.ase  supplies,  20 

Contracts  autliorized  for  removal  of  house  ott'.d,  203 
Report  and  order  relating  to  steam  whistles  on  railroads,  317 

Ordinance  passed  relating  to  removal  of  manure,  300 

Prison  carriage  authorized,  416 
Highland  Street  i;ailwav  — 

Petition  for  double  track  on  Blue-IIill  avenue,  100 

Hearing  on   petition   for    location   of   tracks   on    Hlue-Ilill 
Avenue,  and  use  of  tracks  of  Metropolitan  R.,  lOJ 

Hearing  on  petitions  for  locating  in  Court  fctrcet,  Cornhill 
ana  Blue-Hill  .\ venue,  190 

Report  and  orders  on  location  in  Blue-Hill  Avenue,  etc.,  223 

'1  bird  location  (City  Doc.  41)  granted,  237 

Order  passed  for  connecting  ear-huuses  on  Shawmut  Avenue 
ami  Warren  Street,  27  > 

Third  location  accejited,  206 

Location  granted  Aug.  od,  accepted,  482 

Order  passed  authoriziug  use  of  tracks  of  Metropolitan  R. 
Co.,  473 
Horse  Railway  System  — 

Order  passed  for  Committee  on  Paving  to  investigate  Rail- 
way system,  191 
Home  for  the  Poor  —  see  I'ublic  Institutions. 
Hospitals  —  see  City  Hospital,  also  Small-jjox. 

Inspector  of  Buildings  —  see  Buildings. 

Jail  —  see  County  of  Suffolk. 

King  Kalakaua  — 

Orders  passed  for  reception,  707 

Lamp  Department  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  8 
Superintendent  authorized  to  make  purchases,  27 
Order  passed  to  light  lamps  on  ground  of  Hunker  Hill  Mon- 
ument Association,  from  May  1  to  Oct.  1,  241 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  authorizing  contract  with 

Dorclie.ster  Gaslight  Co.,  302 
Order  passed  authorizing  contract  with  Jamaica  Plain  Gas- 
light Co.,  303 
Order  passed  for  transfer  of  land  on  .Albany  Street  from 

Sewer  Department  to  Lamp  Department,  321 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  pay  J.  W.  Bartlett  $2,500 

for  use  of  patent  torch,  335 
Order  passed  for  erection  of  repair  shop,  343 
Superintendent  authorized  to  make  necessary  repairs,  402 

"  "  to  lay  pipe  and  locate  additional 

lamps  on  Common,  402 
Order  passed  relating  to  repair  shop,  etc.,  462 
Employes  antliorized  at  repair  shop,  531 
Law  Department  — 

Mayor  authorized  to  draw  for  payment  of  executions  or 

judgements  against  city,  9 
Order  passed  in  regard  to  semi-annual  reports,  66 
Report  inexpedient  to  dispense  with  Solicitor's  reports,  ac- 
cepted, 1U2 
Report  relating  to  Solicitor's  reports  recommitted,  13  < 
Order  relating  to  Dorchester,  set  of  M<ass.  Ueports,  227,  237 
Order  passed  providing  additional  assistance  to  City  Solici- 
tor, '237 
Semi-aunual  report  of  City  Solicitor  (ordered  to  be  printed), 

450 
City  Solicitor  —  discussion  on  printing  semi-aimual  report 

and  refusal  to  reconsider,  -103 
Report  on  additional  assistance,  716 

Discussion  on  ordinance  rehiting  to  Assistant  Solicitors,  736 
Discussion  and  amendment  of  ordinance  passed,  74> 
Law  Library  (.--ocial)  — 

Report  action  inexpedient,  39 
Order  passed  to  allow  §  1,000  to  proprietors,  751 
Legislative  matters  — 

Order  relating  to  p.ayment  of  specified  bills,  barred  by  statue, 
479 
Licenses  — 

Discussion  on  Barnum's  Hippodrome,  454 
Hearing  on  Walcott's  Hotel,  .i41 
Discussion  on  Walcott's  Hotel,  562,  582 
Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  582 
Lighters  —  see  Ballast  Lighters. 
Loans  — 

§100,000  additional  for  Devonshire  Street  extension,  48,  64,  72 
!f20i),000  additional  for  Washington  Street  extension,  60,  89 
§1,020,000  for  Burnt  District  Loan,  S'.i,  151 
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$200,000  authorized  for  JSTortliampton  Street  District,  171 
$4,0UU,00U  temporary  loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  ol8 
$194,000  for  Beach  btrect  improvement,  4U8 
$57,000    additional  to    Street    Improvement    Loan,   Beach 
Street,  44>i 

Magazine  Street  District  — see  Svfett  Street  District. 
Mayor  —  Order  passed  for  printing  inaugural  Address,  8 
Disposition  of  Topics  iu  Inaugural  Address,  20 
Valedictory  Address,  767 
Mayor  —  Communications  from,  viz. : 
Relating  to  projecting  signs,  7 
Relating  to  dangerous  raih'oad  crossings,  15 
Relating  to  assessment  on  Charlestown  for  tide-water  dis- 
placed, 28 
Relating  to  death  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  125 
Relating  to  portrait  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  164 
Relating  to  l)oundary  between  Boston  and  Broolsline,  179 
Donation  to  City  Hospital,  251 
Relating  to  condition  of  Kaneuil  Hall,  434 
Relating  to  I'arlicr  Street  Sewer  nuisance,  497 
Relating  to  decease  of  ex-mayor  Shurtlett",  572 
Markets  — 

Quarterly  reports  Superintendent  Fancuil  Hall  Market,  36, 

2J2,  471 
Order  relating  to  new  leases,  102,  115 

Order  passed  authorizing  assistant  to  Superintendent,  119 
Report  accepted  and  referred,  relating  to  paving  sidewalk 

front  of  i-'aneuil  Hall,  572 
Reconsideration  moved,  and  laid  on  table,  relating  to  paving 

front  ofKaneuil  Hall,  648 
Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Association  — 

Petition  referred  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  Twelfth  Exhibi- 
tion, 36 
Use  of  Kancuil  Hall  granted  and  leave  to  erect  temporary 

building  over  Merchants'  row,  239 
Allowed  to  erect  staircase  to  Kaneuil  Hall,  491 
Metropolitan  K.  1{.  Co. — 

I'euiiou  from  residents  in  vicinity,  relating  to  stable  on  Back 

liay,  14J 
Order  "passed   permitting  maintenance   of  stable   on    Marl- 

borougli  Street  till  .May  1,  173 
Hearing  on  petition  to  use  tracks  of  Higliland  St.  It.,  190 
Order  pa.ssed  to  pave  ti-acks  on  Union  Street,  263 
Order  pas-ed  to  remove  tracks  from  Waltliam  Street,  320 
Hearing  on  track  on  W'asliington  Street  extension,  351 
Order  passed   for  location  in   Wasliington  Street  between 

Cornliill  and  Dock  Scjuare,  38j 
Hearing  on  petition  for  location  of  second  track  in  Wa-hing- 

ton  Street,  426 
Acceptance  of  location  through  Washington  Str.'ct  to  Ilay- 

niarket  Square,  430 
Order  passed  to  discontinue  running  cars  thro\igh  Court 

Street,  401 
Locations  to  Hay  market  Square  revoked,  491 
Turnout  on  Wasliington,  between  Kingsbury  and  Thornton 

Streets,  allowed,  491 
Permitted  to  rnn  certam  cars  in  Court  Street,  506 
Location  accepted,  513 

Discussion  on,  and  report  accepted,  leave  to  wit'idr.aw,  rela- 
tive to  use  of  Highland  trade,  5.53 
Order  of  notice  relative  to  removal  of  tracks  in  Kast  Boston, 

556 
Hearing  on  additional   tracks    on   Wasliington   and  other 

Streets,  63'J 
Rei)ort  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  Columbus   Avenue 

location,  642 
Rcijort  and  discussion  on  additional  tracks  in  \\"asl.i.;glon 

Street,  645 
Discussion  on  double  tracks  on  Washington  Street,  an;l  re- 

commital,  649 
Second  reijort  on  double  tracks  in  Washington  --tr  e' ,  li  .5 
Discussion  on,  and  order  rejected  for  double  railroad  tra>ks 

on  Washington  Street,  682 
Order  passed  granting   additional  location  on  Washington 

Street,  from  Bartlett  Street  to  School  Stree:,  \\'e.--t  Kox- 

bury,  6S7 
Location  accepted,  739 
Middlesex  K.  Co.  — 

Heai'ing  on  petition  for  leave  to  use  tracks  of  Metropolitan 

R.  R.,  105 
Hearing  on  petition  to  run  cars  to  Boylston  Street,  190 
Authorized  lo  lay  temporary  tracks  on  Washington,  State, 

Devonshire  Street  and  Dock  Square,  251 
Order  passed  to  pave  tracks  in  Union  Street,  2  i3 
Location  accepted  in   Wasliington,   State   and    Devonshire 

Streets,  301 
Hearing  on  track  on  Washington  Street  extension,  351 
Order  passed  for  location  In   Washington   .■^lreet,  between 

Cornhill  and  Dock  Square,  389 
Location  on  Washington  Street  extension  accepted,  434 
Location  granted  .August  3d  accepted,  482 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  authorizing  Middlesex  R. 

Co.  to  use  circuits,  472 
Locations  to  Haymarket  Square  revoked,  491 
Temporary   track  on  Washington  and  Devonshire  Streets 

revoked,  491 


Report  discussed,  and  accepted,  permitting  tracks  to  remain 

in  State  Street,  526 
Order  of  notice  to    pave  Warren  Avenue,    from  Warren 

Bridge  to  City  Square,  527 
Motion  to  reconsider  vote  permitting  track  to  remain  in  State 

and  Devonshire  Streets,  laid  on  table,  546 
Hearing  on  tracks  in  Haymarket  Square,  ;:41 
Militia  — 

Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Cav.,  $1,200  for  repairs  on  armory,  37 
Co.  I,  Ninth  Keg.  Int.,  $383.10  for  repairs  on  armory,  37 
First  Bat.  Light  Art.,  $250  for  repairs  on  headquarters,  3" 
Co.  I,  Ninth   l{eg.,  order  passed  to  reimburse  $89.40  taxes 

paid  on  armory,  66 
Co.  F,  First  Reg.,  $25  on  account  of  rent,  66 
Co.  K,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  .'<5 

"        "     $l,uuO  for  rent  of  armory,  92 

Co.  G-,  Ninth  Reg.,  $700  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory,  101 
Co.  C,  First  Bat.  Cav.,  $800  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory, 

101 
First  Bat.  Inf.,  $450  per  annum,  for  rent  of  headquarters 

(Boylston  Hall),  102 
Co.  A,  First  Bat.  Inf.,  Concord  Hall,  approved  for  armory, 

102 
Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  discontinue  rent  in 

Minot  Hall,  and  $1,000  per  annum  allowed  for  rent,  and 

$500  for  furnishing  armory  cor.  Harvard  and  Washing- 
ton Streets,  150 
Co.  D,  Fifth  Inf.,  $690  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory,  1.50 
Co.  A,  First  Bat.  Inf.,  rent  in  Minot  Hall  discontinued,  and 

$1,000  per  annum  allowed  for  rent  in  Concord  Hall,  150 
Co.  1),  First  Bat.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  153 
First  Co.  Cadets,  repairs  of  armory  authorized,  153 
First  Bat.  Light  Art.,  $4-30  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory, 

170 
order  passed  for  repairs  of  armory  on  Maverick  Street, 

170 
Co.  K,  Ninth  Reg.,  i-cnt  of  armory  in  Third  Street  discon- 
tinued, and  .$8  )0  rent,  and  $2.)U  for  furnishing  armory  in 

Kroadway  allowed,  2.j2 
Co.  C,  First  Bat.  (.'av.,  $500  to  fit  up  armory,  cor.  High  and 

I'earl  Streets,  Charlestown,  252 
Co.  K,  NintU  Inf.,  .armory  approved,  263 
Co.  F,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  $1)0  to  furnish  armory,  264 
Discussion  on,  and  order  jiassed  to  take  old  High  School 

Building,  cor.  of  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Gibson  Street, 

and  fit  up  for  armory  for  Co.  I,  First  Reg.,  and  Co.  C. 

Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  2i>J 
Concurrence  in  amendment  to  order  for  repairing  old  High 

School  Building  for  armory,  314 
Co.  C  First  Heg.  inf.,  order  passed  for  discontinuance  of 

rent  of  armory,  342 
approval  of  armory  cor.  of  Gibson  Street,  and  Dorches- 
ter Avenue,  342 
Fifth  Reg.  Inf.,  $300  per  annum,  rent  for  headquarters,  S^'O 
Co.  G,  JNiuth  Reg.  Inf.,  $225  to  fit  up  and  furnish  armory, 

300 
Co.  H,  Fifth  Reg.  Inf.,  $225  to  fit  up  and  furnish  armory, 

390 
Repair  of  armory  building,  E.  B.,  authorized,  427 
Co.  D,  Fifth  Inf.,  $2::5  on  ai-mory,  ^4S 
Co.  D,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  $100  additional  on  armory,  448 
Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  $40  for  temporary  u.~e  of  room,  448 
report  on  .armory  .at  Upham's  Corner,  leave  to  withdraw 

accepted,  448 
Co.  li,  Fiftli  Inf.,  $50  for  rep.aii-s  of  armoiy,  471 
Co.  A,  First  Art.,  report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  provide 

new  armory,  52 J 
Co.  I,  First  Inf.,  allowed  $500  for  repairs,  540 
Co.  A,  Fourth  Bat.,  allowed  $500  for  repairs,  540 
Co.  B,  First  Inf.,  allowed  $00U  for  repairs,  540 
Co.  H,  Ninth  Inf.,  allowed  $6'I0  for  repairs,  540 
Co.  B,  Ninth  Inf.,  allowed  $^00  for  repairs,  540 
Discussion  on  repairs  of  armoi'ies,  540 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  procure  use  of  drill-room  of 

Inst,  of  technology,  56^) 
Co.  I,  First  Keg.  inf.,  armory  approved,  569 
Co.  A,  Second  Bat.  inf.,  or<ler  passed  to  furnish  .armory,  501 

order  passed  to  pay  for  rent  of  armory,  56J 

order  passed  to  discontinue  rent  of  old  armory,  and  ailow 

$900  for  rent  of  new,  569 
Second  Bat.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  pay  300  per  annum  for  rent 

of  headquarters,  509 
Second  Bat.  Inf.,  headquarters  approved,  615 
Co.  A,  Second  liat.  Inf.,  armory  apjirovod,  615 
First  Bat.   Cav.,   headquarters   discontinued,  and  $4.50  per 

annum  allowed  for  new  lira  Iquarters,  Boylston  Hr.ll,  iii6 
Report  accepted,  leave   to   withdraw   on   ticadquarlers   for 

Fourth  liat.  Inf.,  710 
Co.  B,  Ninth   Keg.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  repair  and  fit  up 

armory,  710 
First  Bat.  Cav.,  headquarters  approved,  710 
Co.  A,  First  Keg.  Inf.,  $2r5  for  rent,  736 
Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  armory  established,  743 
Milk  —  Inspector  of,  order  to  place  under  direction  of  Board  of 

Health,  72 
Order  passed  to  place  Inspector  under  direction  of  Board  of 

Health,  182 
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Or^U'r  passed  to  rt'consiJer  placing  Inspector  under  Board  of 

lli':iUli,  and  lai  I  on  table,  l.)4 
Or.li  r  i);i»8ed  for  oflice  outside  of  City  Hall,  for  Inspector, 

OrdiT  placing  Inspector  under  l?oard  of  Health  indefinitely 
postponed,  3i)J 

Inspector  of,  authorized  to  emiiloy  assistant,  624 
Minor<  — 

Uoar  1  of  Aldermen  authorized  to  malce  rules,  etc.,  9 

Regulations  adopted  for  licensiug,  ID 
Mount  Hope  —  Si  e  Cemeti-ries. 
Muiiicipal  I'ourts  — see  County  of  Suffolk. 
Munii'ipul  liegistir  — 

Order  pas.-('d  fur  isreparation,  8 
M  useuin  of  Anatomy  — 

Kemonstranue  of  Soe.  Natural  Tlistorv,  72 

liemonstraiiee  of  15oston  <oc.  of  Me<lical  .Science,  92 

llemonstranees  of  Suffolk  District  Medical  !?o:;icty  and 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  aud  Young  Men's 
t:hristian  L'lnon,  lul 

Comniuiucation  Iroin  Jourdain  &  Co.,  101 

l;epi)rt  of  Committee  on  Licenses,  lul 

UeniDiistrance-i  of  Ko.xbury  isociety  for  Medical  Improve- 
ment, and  others,  114 

Discussion  aud  orders  passed,  121 
Mufic  — 

Discu'ssion  and  non-concurrence  on  open-air  concerts,  3")2 
Mystic  Water  Works — see  Water. 

Northampton  St.  District  — 

Owners  and  occupants  notified  to  raise  buildings  and  re- 
move obstacles,  92 

Notice  to  owners  relating  to  contracts,  102 

Order  i)-.issed  autliorizing  contract  for  filling,  115 

Request  lor  loan  of  $200,1)00,  1.51 

Order  passed  to  contract  for  filling,  181 

Closing  of  streets,  appointment  of  superintendent  and  watch- 
men, and  laying  railroad  tracks,  authorized,  103 

Order  p:issed  authorizing  expenditures,  210 

Order  passed  autliorizing  contract  for  raising  buildings,  etc., 
210 

Order  passed  for  streets  to  be  closed,  031 

Old  Colony  Railroad  — 

Order  on  petition  of  Edmund  J.  Baker  and  others,  203 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  use  of  Dummy  engine 
on  Cnion  Freight  R.  R.  track,  224. 

Order  of  notice  to  erect  gates  on  Melville  Ave.,  Mather,  and 
Codman  Sts.,  4  a 

Report,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  to  lay  track  across 
Foundry  St.,  7(37 
Ordinances  — • 

Order  passed  to  jjrint  Digest,  435 

Report  acjcpted  itiexpe.iient  to  remove  restrictions  on  dis- 
charge of  Firearms,  530 
Overseers  of  I'oor  — 

Quarterly  report,  47,  232,  483,  Gil 

(Jrder  relating  to  Sears'  Donation,  289,  301 

Notice  of  vacancy,  324 

Annual  report,  387 

Election  to  till  vacancy,  41G,  427 
Omnibuses  — 

Line  authorized  from  Hartford  and  Erie  Depot  to  Dart- 
mouth St.,  528 

Report  of  routes  between  East  Cambridge  and  Boston,  743 

Oraer  passed  establishing  route  for  East  Cambridge  aud 
Boston  Omnibus  line,  748 

Paddock  Elms  —  see  Streets,  Tremout  St. 
I'aving  (see  also  Streets)  — 

Order  passed  to  purchase  Blake's  stone-crusher,  456 

( irder  passed  to  hire  Rogers'  Wharf,  6S7 
Peters  (Alderman) — remarks:  on 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  20,  40 

Smith's  Riding  School,  31 

Payment  for  badges  for  police  in  Charlestown,  47 

The  Park  question,  70 

Railroad  crossings  in  East  Boston,  73 

Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  76 

Salaries  of  officers  in  Cliarlestown  Court,  90 

Salaries  of  city  officers,  95,  150,  205,  215 

Running  ferry  tolls,  120 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  213,  372,  395,  400 

Naming  Curtis  Hall,  121 

Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  121 

Railway  Station  at  Chestnut-IIill  Reservoir,  136 

IMttropolitan  R.  R.  Station  on  Back  Bay,  138 

Appropriation  Bill,  107 

Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  172 

Water  St.  widening,  181 

Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  182,  194 

Horse  Railway  System,  192 

Watering  streets,  193 

Elevator  in  City  Hall,  221 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  239,  241 

Dummy  engine  on  Uiuon  Freight  Railway  track,  225 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  226 


Additional  Appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 

Council,  227 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  2.37,  265,  271 

A^^is^ance  to  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  254 

AV.iod  pavement  in  Kilby  St.,  207,  287 

A  <'itv  -\rcliiteet,  2S2 

Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  285 

Appropriation  for  Paving  Kilby  St.,  287 

Taking  old   High  School-hous'e,  cor.  Dorchester  Av.   and 
Gibson  St.,  for  armory,  289 

Hampden  St.  District,  300 

Contract  with  Dorchester  Ga.slight  Co.,  302 

Intending  name  of  Dudley  St.  through  Stoughton  St.,  313 

Amount  for  Fourth  .July,  314 

Pnrch.-iso  of  land  fur  Small-pox  hospital,  317,  360 

Addition.al  copies  of  Sumner  ilemorial,  321 

.T.  W.  Hartlett's  patent  torch,  335 

Widening  Shawmut  Ave.  between  Dudley  .and  Guild  Sts.,  336 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  338 

Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  338 

Order  to  pay  .S.  B.  Heustis  for  extra  service,  340 

Order  to  pay  expenses  Com.  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 

Free  o])en-air  concerts,  352 

Order  to  pave  Water  St.  with  wood,  358 

Contract  for  publishing  the  official  report,  370 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Taking  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  378 

Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 

Allowing  Police  officers  free  passes  over  ferries,  389 

Charging  for  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  390 

Watering  Warren  St.,  Roxbury,  414 

Rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  427 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Charlestown,  428 

Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  435 

Sale  of  City's  land  on  I'leasant  and  Eliot  Sts.,  436 

Establishing  public  urinals,  448 

Watering  Park  Sq.,  450,  456 

L'sing  wood  pavement  on  Gold  and  Silver  Sts.,  453 

liarnum's  Hipjiodrome,  455 

Cleaning  aiul  Painting  Public  Library  Building,  461 

I'rinting  Solicitor's  report,  semi-aimually,  403 

Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 
473 

Home  for  the  Poor,  474,  501,  509,  515,  580 

The  vacation,  494 

Cellars  below  grade,  494,  584 

Allowing  fast  riding,  400 

Middlesex  Railroad  in  St.ate  St.,  526 

Wood  pavements  in  Devonshire  St.,  499,  527 

Municipal  Court  Room,  East  Boston,  530 

Repairs  of  Armories,  540,  597 

Surety  to  Treasurer's  Bond,  541 

Metr(jpolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  553 

I'aving  city  passageways,  570,  586 

Bridge  on  Asliland  St.,  578 

Walcott's  Hotel,  582 

I'ublic  Park,  605 

Vacancies  in  Water  Board,  599 

TJcensing  Plumbers,  610 

Cluu  les  River  Water  Supply,  628 

General  Butler's  offer  of  Sudbury  river,  030 

Alleged  fraud's  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 

I'aving  in  front  of  Faneuil  Hall,  648 

Horse-car  blockade,  640,  649,  683,  692 

Emploj'ment  for  the  I'oor,  662 

limiting  approach  of  cars,  677 

Widening  School  St.,  OSS 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  OSS,  717 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.,  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  695,  712 

ICxeeeding  appropriations,  709 

Nautical  School,  712 

Extension  of  Swett  St.,  717 

Water  Supply  f<n-  Wards  17  and  19,  715 

The  Law  Department,  727 

Naming  Post  Office  Square,  740 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  744,  750 
Philadelphia  — 

Reception  of  delegation  from,  334 
Police  — 

(.Quarterly  reports  of  Chief,  8,  192,  410,  568 

Order  pa'ssed  to  pay  officers  iu  West  Roxburj',  Brighton,  and 
CharU'stown,  8 

Annual  report  of  Chief,  15 

Order  passed  fixing  maximum  number,  19 

Order  passed   t\>r  extension  of  poliec-telegraph   system   to 
West  Roxbnry,  (Charlestown,  and  Brigliton,  19 

Chief  authorized  to  purchase  suj)plies  aud  make  repairs,  30 
Petition  for  Harbor  Police-boat,  46 
Report  rtlating  to  mounted  police,  63 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  tr.ansferring  fire- 
boat  to  police,  and  procuring  new  fire-boat,  120 
Order  passed  authorizing  mounted  police,  2  9 
Order  passed   to   establish  telegraphic   communication  be- 
tween Central  Police  Office  and  station  at  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton  and  So.  Boston,  209 
Order  jjassed  to  luridsh  Stations    Twelve,   Thirteen    and 
Fourteen,  226 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


11 


Maximum  number  of  Liputonaiits  and  Sergeants  fixe'l,  2-H 
(  r.'er  relating  to  I'oliee-boat  indefinitely  po.stponoil,  ^41 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  providing  tire-coats, 

Orler  passed  authorizing  Chief  to  suspend  members,  o34 
Discussion  on  order  passed  to  pay  S.  B.  Ilcustis  for  extra 

service,  340 
Order  passed  for  construction  of  steamboat  for  use  of  police, 

3fi2 
Order  passed  for  Chief  to  make  repairs  on  station-houses, 

etc.,  389 
OfScers  for  police-boat  appointed,  5S5 
Order  passed  to  contract  for  coal  for  police-boat,  607 
Report  of  police-boat  regulations,  bl2 
Kules  and  regulations  for  poliee-boat  established,  622 
Poor  — see  Overseers  of  Poor;  Soup  for  I'oor;  Employment  for 

I'oor. 
Power.  (.Mdrrman)  —  Remarks  :  on 
The  I'aik  question,  17.  H8 
■Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  20,  40 
Smith's  Hiding  Scliool,  31,  38,  50,  55.  303 
Printing  extra  copies  of  report  on  Water  Supply,  4^,  54 
liailway  crossing  in  Hast  IJoston,  74 
Kemovid  of  Paddock  Kims,  74,  83 
License  for  plumbers,  82 
Salaries  of  oflicers  in  Charlestown  Court.  90 
Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  93,  116,  153,  205 
The  water  supply,  104 
.lonrdain's  Museum  of  Anatomj',  122 
Death  (if  lion.  Clias  Snmiier.   r27 
Kailwiiy  st.-ition  at  Cliestnut  ilill  Reservoir,  133 
Sale  of  Fort  Ilill  property,  150 
Appropriation  Bill,  li)6.  ISO 
Reward  relating  to  Katie  Mary  Cnrran,  171 
Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  171.  194 
Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector  from  City  Hall,  182,  194 

362 
Watering  streets,  192 
Klevator  in  City  Hall,  115,  221 
Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  240,  242 
Dummy  engine  on  Uni  )n  Freight  Railw.ay  track,  224 
Additional  approijriation  for  ijrintiug  ijroceedings  of  City 

Council,  227 
Assistance  to  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  254,  263 
Appropriation  for  Decoration  Day,  2ri5,  270 
\\  ood  pavement  in  Kilby  St.,  207,  2S7 
Charge  and  disposal  of  city  publications,  270 
A  City  A  rchitect,  283 
Watershed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 
Printing  l,ii{io  extra  Sumner  Memorial,  300 
Hampleii  St.  District,  3  JO 
Contract  with  Dorchester  Gaslight  Co.,  303 
Extending  name  of  Dudley  St.  through  Stoughton  St.,  313 
Allowance  for  Fourth  -luly,  314 
Purchase  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  ."17,  360 
Additional  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial,  321 
Appointment  of  engineers  to  examine  water  supply,  316 
Apijointment  of  phj'siciaus  to  examine  water  qualities,  3''!8, 

Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  38S 

Order  to  pay  expenses  of  Com.  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 

Free  open-air  concerts,  332 

Order  to  pave  Water  St.  with  wood,  .358 

Contract  for  publishing  the  oflicial  report,  370 

bite  for  new  (,'ourt  House,  376 

Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 

Charging  for  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  330 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  397 

Watering  Warren  St.,  Roxbury,  414 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  410 

l{ate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  427 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Charlestown,  4;9 

Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  43'),  447 

Sale  ol  city's  land  on  I'leasant  and  Eliot  Sts.,  436 

Establishing  Public  Urinals,  44S 

Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts,  451 

Using  wood  pavement  on  Gold  and  Silver  Sts.,  433 

Watering  Park  Square,  450,  4')6 

Curbstone  lor  Ti-emont-street  Mall,  462 

Petition  of  Middlesex  11.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tr.acks, 

473 
Petition  of  Highland  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 

473 
Home  for  the  Poor,  474,  502,  506,  575,  580 
Removing  gravel  from  Long  Island,  492 
Enforcement  of  the  Grade  Law,  493,  585 
The  vacation,  494 

Erection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Square,  500,  510 
Middlesex  Railroad  in  State  Street,  526 
Wood  p.avements  in  Devonshire  Street,  527 
Municipal  Court  Room,  East  Boston,  530 
Metropolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  553 
Paving  city  passageways,  570,  586 
Cellar^  below  grade,  585 
Public  I'ark,  595 
Vacancies  in  Water  Board,  .599 
Evening  drawing  scliool  in  East  Boston,  600,  614 
Licensing  plumbers,  610 


Fast  driving,  611 

Furnisliing  court  rooms,  613 

Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 

I'aving  in  front  of  Faneuil  Hall,  648 

Double  tracks  in  Washington  Street,  646,  649,  633 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  062,  078. 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  662 

Drake's  History  of  Boston,  6'JO 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  697,  712 

Nautical  School,  713 

Water  Supply  for  W.ards  17  and  19,  715 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  721 

The  Law  Department,  737,  749 

Compensation  for  clerical  services,  741 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  743,  750 

Faneuil  Hall  Sidewalk,  751 
Prescott  (Aldermen)  —  Remarks:  on 

Smith's  Rilling  School,  51,  .304 

Widening  of  Atlantic  Avenue,  65 

The  Park  question,  70 

Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  74 

License  for  plumbers,  82 

Changing  name  of  jiart  of  Clarendon  Street,  85 

Salaries  of  officers  of  Charlestown  court,  90 

Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  93,  116,  153,  205,  215 

Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  122 

Death  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  126 

Metropolitan  R.  R.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 

Appro])riation  Bill,  106,  179 

Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  171,  194,  213 

Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  182,  194,  2S8,  362 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  213,  391,  400 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  2.39,  241 

Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Railway  track,  225 

A  City  Architect,  283 

License  to  Benjamin  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Square,  450 

Allowance  for  Fourth  July,  314 

Purchase  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  317 

Additional  copies  of  the  Sumner  Memorial,  322 

Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  338 

Order  to  pay  S.  B.  Heustis  for  extra  service,  340 

Free  open-air  concerts,  352 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Taking  Beach  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  378 

Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 

Erection  of  Grammar  Scliool-house,  Charlestown,  429 

Sale  of  City's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Streets,  436 

License  to  Benjamin  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Square,  450 

Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts,  451 

Standi^ipes  in  public  buildings,  453 

Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 

Home  for.  the  Poor,  457,  475,  503,  .506,  580 

Printing  Solicitor's  Report,  semi-annually,  463 

Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 
473 

Metropolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  554 

Fast  driving,  561,  611 

Evetiing  Schools,  503 

Paving  citv  passagewaj's,  570,  5S3 

Walcott's  Hotel,  582 

Evening  drawing  school  in  E.  Boston,  600,  614 

Licensing  plumbers,  610 

Paving  in  front  of  Faneuil  Hall,  648 

Widening  School  Street,  6S8 

Horse-car  blockades,  649,  682,  693 

Exceeding  .appropriations,  709 

Nautical  School,  712 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  722 

The  L.aw  Department,  737,  749 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  744 

Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  751 
Printing  -  (sec  also  City  Publications)  — 

Aimual  reports  authorized  in  print,  2 

Discussion  on   printing  additional  copies  of  Water  report 
(Doc.  29,  18;.S),  49 

Order  for  l,uuo  extra  Sumner  Xfemorial  rejected,  300;  dis- 
cussion on  reconsider.ation,  321 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Porter  & 
Coates,  I'hiladelphia,  615 
Probate  —see  County  of  Sutfolk. 
Public  Baths  — 

Order  p.assed  to  repair  and  maintain  free  public  bathing- 
houses,  23J 

Order  passed  to  hire  land  and  flats  on  L  St.,  South  Boston, 
for  batli-house,  303 

Act  authorizing  baths  accepted,  736 

Annual  report,  742 
Public  Huildingi  —(sec  also  I'uhlic  Library)  — 

Cit}'  Hall,  order  passed  for  repairs,  29 

report  and  order  passed  ]elating  to  public  ofBccs,  35 

discussion  on  elevators,  115 

order  passed  relating  to  remov.al  of  ofDcc  of  Sealers  of 

Weights  and  Measures,  181 

discussion,  and  order  passed  for  construction  of  ele- 
vator, 221 

amendment  of  order  relating  to  appropriation  for  ele- 
vator, 25) 

discussion  on  ventilation,  435 
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PuTjlic  lUiildings,  —  repairs  authorize  ',  437 

(IImc-uhbIoii  on  ventilation,  and  recomniittal  with  Instruc- 
tions, -147 

cliange  of  location  of  oflices  autliorizcH,  401 

repairs  and  changes  in  heating  Mi>i)ar:itu8  authorized, 

4t)l 

order  passed  to  provide  stoam-punip,  OOO.  585 

order  passed  assigning  rooms  for  Committee  on  Paving, 

Conimittee  and  buperintendciit  of   Irinting,  and  I'arli 
Commissioners,  .jOU 

Faneuil  Hall,  order  passed  for  new  series  of  regulations,  8 

>.'e\v  rules  and  regulations  adopted,  :jU 

report  relating  to  religious  services  on  Sundays,  118 

repairs  atitli(iriz<'d,  -1^4 

Quarterly  report  of  Superintendent,  SOC 

Order  passed  "relating  to  leasing  Town  IJall,  West  Roxbury,  9 

Annual  report  of  .SuiJerintendent,  10 

Wilson's  llotel.  Ward  l!i,  discussion  on  sale  of,  and  order 
passed  to  notify  tenant  to  vacate,  20,  4U 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  employing  perma- 
nent arciiitect,  84 

Report  and  order  passed  for  leasing  No.  3D  Pemberton  Sq., 
118 

Order  passed  to  name  the  Town  Hall  in  West  Roxbury, 
Curtis  Hall,  121 

Report  relating  to  hiring  Xo.  30  Pemberton  Sq.  recommitted, 
13(3 

Order  ijassed  for  fitting  up  Town  Hall,  Brighton,  for  Police 
Station,  1;')0 

Report  and  order  passed  to  hire  No.  30  Pemberton  Sq.,  163 

Oriler  passed  for  alterations  in  3J  l'eml)erton  Sq.,  2S'.i 

lloolc  and  Ladder  House  No.  4,  order  passed  to  grade  yard 
and  pave  sidewallv,  417 

Order  passed  for  sale  of  buildings  11  and  37  Washington 
Sq.,  417 

Order  passed  to  excavate  below  grade  cellar  of  engine-house, 
corner  of  Bristol  St.  and  Harrison  Ave.,  452 

Order  passed  relative  to  stand-pipes,  4)3 

Brand)  oitice  of  City  Surveyor  authorized  in  old  Washington 
School-house,  4(il 

Old  City  Stables,  Highlands,  sale  by  auction  authorized,  461 

30  Pemberton  Sq.,  order  jiassed  for  j)ainting  and  furnishing, 
471 

Municipal  Court,  So.  Boston,  report  and  order  passed  author- 
izing $l,MUO  additional  for  fitting  up  and  furnishing 
rooms,  491 

No.  30  Pemberton  Sq.,  Committteo  authorized  to  employ 
assistance,  4i)l 

Report  recommitted  with  instructions  relating  to  temporary 
place  for  insane,  &U0 

Report  relating  to  temporarj'  care  of  insane,  545 

Order  passed  to  fit  up  room  in  court-house,  for  temporary 
care  of  insane,  56J 

Order  passed  authorizing  voting  places  for  Wards  20,  21  and 
22,  6.i(i 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  for  ward- 
rooms, o.j6 

Order  passed  to  sell  old  engine-house  and  lot  on  Centre  St., 
Ward  17,  507 

Order  passed  to  establish  ward-rooms  in  Charlestown,  56S 

Report  accepted  relating  to  smoking  in  ward-rooms,  598 

Orjer  passed  to  sell  buildings  on  Koxbnry  and  King  Sts., 
613 
Public  Institutions  — 

lirder  passed  in  regard  to  Almshouse  in  Charlestown,  20 

Home  for  the  I'oor  —  order  passed  for  directors  to  take  charge 
of  Austin  l""arm,  118 

communications  i'rom    Directors,    transmitting   plans, 

etc.,  194 

discussion  on,  457,  474,  501 

specially  assigned  to  August  18,  477 

discussion  on,  and  orders  passed,  506 

communication  from  Directors,  discussion  and  recom- 
mittal, with  directions,  olo 

report  from  Directors,  and  discussion.  579 

Cora,  from  Directors  relating  to  Water  Supply  at  House  of 
Correction,  and  order  passed,  256 

Annual  report  of  Directors,  380 
Public  Lands  — 

Amuial  report  of  Superintendent,  16 

Keport  on  extension  of  Swett  St.,  ;J0 

Poor  House  Farm,  Ward  19,  placed  in  charge  of  Com.  on 
Public  Lands,  40 

Order  passed  to  place  lands  and  buildings  in  charge  of  Com. 
on  Public  Lands,  63 

Report  accepted  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  relating  to 
wharf  on  Medford  St.,  102 

Order  passed  tov  lilliiig  land  on  Canal  St.  and  rear  of  Har- 
vard Cemetery,  119 

Order  ])assed  relating  to  selling  land  to  Mass.  Char.  Me- 
chanic Asso.,  I2.i 

Discussion  on  Hallway  Station  at  ChestnntHill  Reservoir,  136 

Amendment  concurred  in  relating  to  sale  to  Mass.  Char. 
Mec.  Asso.,  136 

Order  passed  for  sale  of  land  within  Fort  Hill  Dist.,  139 

Fort  Hill  District,  order  amended  relating  to  sale,  150 

Discussion  on,  and  ordi'r  passed  relating  to  sale  by  public 
auction  of  city  lands  on  Pleasant  and  Kliot  St.,  436 


Order  passed  to  examine  titles  to  public  property  in  Brighton, 

540 
Order  passed  relative  to  lot  of  land  on  corner  of  Albany  and 

(  oneord  Sts.,  741 
Public;  Library  —  lirder  passed  for  enlargement  of  building,  2-52 
Charlestown  City  Hall,  antliorized  for  a  Branch  Liljrary,  264 
Discussion  on  and  order  passed  to  clean  and  paint,  ^61 
urder  passed  to  provide  suitable  accommodations  in  Ward 

It),  for  Dorchester  branch  of  Public  Liljrary,  472 
Annual  report,  497 
Connnunieations  from  President,  and  J.  Huntington  Wol- 

eott,  497 
Order  passed  to  fit  up  police  station  for  Dorchester  branch 

library,  .)59 
Order  passed  in  new  draft  to  connect  standpipe  with  high 

service,  59i} 
Order  jjassed  to  pay  salary  of  late  Wm.  A.  Wheeler  to  Feb. 

1st,  599 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  act  on  "  Wolcott  Estate,"  715 
Order  passed  to  hire  rooms  for  S.  B.  Branch,  742 
Public  Park  —  Keport  and  discussion,  17 
Diseus.sion  and  votes,  07 
Commissioners  elected,  102,  115 
Commissioners  at  large  appointed,  149 
Discussion  on  petitioning,  594 

Registrars  of  Voters  — 

Act  and  order  relating  to,  140 

Act  accepted,  1.50 

Order  passed  allowing  S500  for  clerical  service,  513 
Registry  of  Deeds  —  see  County  of  Sutt'olk. 
Rewards  — 

$500  for  information  regarding  Katie  Mary  Curran,  171 
Rules  and  Orders  — 

Of  1873  temporarily  adopted,  2 

Of  last  Board  of  Aldermen,  adopted,  with  amendment,  7 

Of  City  Council,  adopted,  7,  8 

Order  passed  for  pocket  edition,  98 

Salaries  — 

Report  of  Com.  on  Salaries  of  city  officers,  67 

Additional  assistant  to  City  Messenger,  $400  per  anmnn,  84 

Discussion    on    salaries   for    officers    of   Municipal    Court, 

Charlestown  Dist.,  90 
Action  on  Salary  Bill,  91,  93,  115 
Second  report  and  action  thereon,  1.53 
Order  passed  relative  to  horses  and  vehicles  used  bj-  8ui)er- 

intendents,  157 
Rc^jort  on  horses  and  vehicles  used  by  Superintendents,  etc., 

171 
Report  on  horses  and  vehicles  used  by  Supt.,  etc.,  in  Health 

Dept.,  194 
Discussion  on  amendment  to  Salary  Bill,  205,  214 
Report  and  discussion  on  salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters, 

223,  239,  241 
Conference  Committee  appointed  on  Supt.  Streets,  237 
Report  of  Conference  Committee  accepted,  relating  to  Supt. 

Streets,  and  order  passed,  255 
$200  per  annum  to  di-aw-tender  of  No.  Harvard  St.  Bridge, 

269 
$250  per  annvmi  to  draw-tender  of  C.-Mubridge  Bridge,  269 
$250        "  "  ^^'esteru  .Vv.  Bridge,  26',) 

Discussion  on  salaries  of   constables    at    Munieiiial    Dist. 

Courts,  408 
Order  passed  relative  to  salaries  of  Superintendents  of  War- 
ren Bridge,  Charles  River  Bridge,  Maiden  Bridge,  and 

bridge  over  Charles  River  near  Cottage  Farm  Station, 

432 
Increase  of  sal.iry  of  chief  clerk  in  City  Registrar's  office,  4.32 
ReiJort  and  discussion  on  salaries  of  otticers  of  Municipal 

Courts,  and  order  passed,  451 
Order  passed  establishing  salary  of  ofiiccrs  of  Municiijal 

Court,  Dorchester  Dist.,  463 
Schools  — 

Order    passed    for   rep.airing,    etc..    High,   Grammar,   and 

Primary,  29 
Lewis  School,  order  for  additional  tempor.ary  accommoda- 
tions, 40 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  enlarge  Lexington  St.  lot,  47 
Order  passed  for  additional  gnunmar  school  accommodations 

in  Lawrence  Dist.,  47 
Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  Meigs's  desk,  47 
Old  Mather  School-house,  report  amende<l  and  accepted,  84 
Union  St.  ami  KockLind  Primai-y  Schools,  Brighton,  order 

passed  to  provide  temporary  accommodations,  119 
Discussion  on  act  to  leg.dize  the  City  Normal  Scliooi,  171, 194 
Normal  School,  discussion  on,  and  orders  passed  rel.itive  to 

incidental  expenses  and  pay-roll  of  teachers,  213 
Order  passed   for    enlargement   of   Roxbury    High   School 

building,  252 
Order   passed    for    ero<'tion  of  Primary    School-house    on 

Quincy  St.,  Ward  14,  252 
Order  passed  to  purchase  lot  of  land  on  Centre  St.,  to  be 

added  to  Lowell  School-bouse  yard,  '299 
Order  passed  to  furnish  room  for  drawing  classes  in  Girls' 

High  School-house,  300 
Order  passed  to  alter  suitable  room  in  old  Citj'Hall,  Charles- 
town, for  drawing  classes,  352 
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Prescott  District,  Charlestown,  orcler  passed  to  provide  ad- 
ditional pi-iraary-scliool  accommodations,  371 
Order  passed  for  purchase  of  land  on  West  Fifth  St.,  for 

primary  school  in  Lawrence  District,  401 
Prescott  School-house,  East  Boston,  order  passed  for  alter- 
ations, 401 
Order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  grammar  school-house, 

Winthrop  District,  409 
Discussion  on  and  order  passed  to  contract  for  partial  erection 
of  grammar  school-liouse,  Prospect  St.,  Charlestown,  428 
Dudley  School-house,  order  passed  for  repairs,  432 
Order  passed  for  purchase  of  site  for  primary  school-house, 

Comins  District,  433 
Purchase  of  site  for  school-house,  Gibson  District,  author- 
ized, 450 
Order  passed  to  erect  primary  school-house  building,  Gibson 

District,  453 
Order  passed  to   erect  primary   school-house,  Comins  Dis- 
trict, 4(31 
Order  passed  to  erect  primary  school-liousc,  Lawrence  Dis- 
trict, 482 
Report  accepted  relating  to  funds  for  Eliot  School,  W.  Rox- 

bury,  50t) 
Order  passed  to  establish  evening  school  in  Cabot  St.  Bath 

House,  540 
Order  passed  for  free  evening  school  in  Wells  School-house, 

546 
Order  discussed  and  passed,  providing  for  evening  schools, 

563 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed,  to  consider  expediency  of 

evening  drawing  school  in  East  Boston,  600 
Discussion  on  and  order  passed,  to  establish  evening  drawing 

school  at  East  Boston,  613 
Report  accepted,  and  new  reference  ordered,  relating  to  fire- 
escapes  for  Winthrop  School-house,  682 
Order  passed   to   rescind   order  respecting  new  Winthrop 
School-house,  Charlestown,  and  order  passed  for  build- 
ing new  one,  706 
Discussion,  and  order  passed,  relative  to  I^autical  School,  712 
Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures  —  annual  report,  17 
Order  passed  relating  to  appointment  of  deputies,  66 
Ordinance  passed  changing  office  location,  256 
Seventeenth  June  — 

Order  passed  relating  to  Charlestown  District,  300 
Sewers  — 

Report  and  order  relating  to  Stony  Brook  Improvement,  74 
Hearing  on  Sewer  in  Brighton,  114 

"  "         in  Commercial  St.,  Dorchester,  203 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  labor  and  matei-ials  furnished  for 
sewer  in  No.  Howard  and  Franklin  Sts.,  Brighton,  and 
discontinuance  of  same,  210 
Stony  Brook,  order  passed  relative  to  City's  right  to  drain 

into,  23S 
Order  passed  to  renew  covering  of  Stony  Brook,  341 
Order  passed  to  give  notice  to  sundry  persons  in  vicinity,  of 
intention   to   lay   sewer  extending  from  Dudley  Sc.  to 
Quincy  St.,  4:32 
Notice  from  N.  F.  Saftbrd,  of  sheriff's  jury,  450 
Order  to  extend  in  Summer  St.,  452 
Hearing  on  Sewer  in  Brook  Ave.,  454 
Resolve  and  orders  relating  to  Dorchester  Brook,  479 
Order  passed  to  divert  water  on  Dorchester  Brook,  4S3 
Report  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  ilass.  Hom.  Hospi- 
tal for  sewer  in  Stoughton  St.,  499 
Payment  of  bill  for  dredging  Koxbury  Canal  approved,  514 
Order  passed  to   rexJort  on  expediency  of  traps  for  water 

conductors,  516 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  attach  traps  to  conductors, 

516 
Order  passed  to  extend  Stony  Brook  Sewer,  519 
Repoit  r(dating  to  traps  on  drains  from  conductors,  54  4 
Order  passed  to  take  land  of  Joseph  Ham,  563 
Order  passed  to  petition  for  system  of  sewerage  frjm  Mystic 

Fond,  623 
Order  to  construct  in  Merchants'  Row,  9 
"  "  Paris  St.,  152,  270 

"  "  Dorchester  St.,  170 

"  "  Westminster  St.,  194 

"  "  Circuit  St.,  194 

"  "  Washington  St.  (Charlestown),  194 

"  "  Walnut  Ave.,  194 

"  "  Adams  St.,  194 

"  "  Erics.son  St.,213 

"  "  Chelsea  St.,  213 

"  Princeton  St.,213 

"  "  Elmwood  St.,  220 

"  "  Washington  St.,  220 

"  "  Pynchon  St.,  220 

"  "  Putnam  St.,  238 

"  "  Emerson  St.,  238 

"  "  Washington  St.  (new  part),  270 

"  "  No.  Anderson  St.,  270 

"  "  Mechanic  St.,  Roxbury,  270 

"  "  Waterford  8t.,270 

"  "  Hannhon  St.,321 

"  "  Condor  St.,  321 

"  "  Bird  St.,  341 


Order  to  construct  in  Fairfield  St.,  341 

"  Hartford  and  High  Sts.,  380 

"  "  Magazine  St.,  380 

"  "  Third  St.,  380 

"  "  Marcella  St.,  431 

"  "  So.  Eden  St.,  431 

"  "  Warren  Place,  431 

"  <<  Rochester  St.,  4;31 

"  "  Brook  Ave.,  431 

"  "  Eighth  St.,  431 

"  "  Allston  St.,  452 

"  "  Linwood  St.,  463 

"  "  Harrison  Ave.,  463 

"  "  Medford  St.,  479 

"  "  Dennis  St.,  479 

«'  "  Blue  Hill  Ave.,  479 

«'  "  Waverley  St.,  479 

"  "  Oneida  St.,  492 

"  "  Albany  St.,  492 

"  "  Qnincv  St.,499 

"  "  BUxe  Hill  Ave,  499 

"  "  Putnam  St.,  499 

"  "  Chelsea  St.,  .506 

"  "  Marcella  St.,  514 

"  "  Sixth  St.,  514 

"  "  Sawyer  St.,  531 

"  "  Centre  St.,  .5.31 

"  "  Highland  St.,  531 

"  "  Dorchester  Ave.,  544 

"  "  Cottage  St.,  556 

"  "  Pond  St.,  556 

"  "  Pleasant  St.,  ,5.56 

"  "  Dorchester  Ave.,  556 

"  "  Grant  St.,  556 

"  "  Spring  Gardens,  556 

"  "  Crescent  Ave.,  556 

"  "  Amory  St.,  556 

"  "  School  St.,  .556 

"  "  Atherton  St.,  556 

"  "  Arcadia  St.,  556 

"  "  Beethoven  St.,  556 

"  "  Bedford  St.,  o6J 

"  "  Ericsson  St.,  594 

"  "  Russell  Court,  Ward  15,  594 

"  "  Ninth  St.,  598 

"  "  Emerson  St.,  593 

"  "  Perrin  St.,  6S2 

"  Third  St.,  624 

Sinking  Funds  — 

Semi-annual  report  of  Commissioners,  28,  456 
Small-pox  — 

Discussion  on  and  order  passed  to  purchase  land  for  hospi- 
tal, 317 
Discussion  on  buying  land  for  hospital,  361 
Soldiers'  lielief —  Quarterly  reports  of  Paymaster,  8, 181,  410,  5.53 
So.  Boston  Flats  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  expenses  of  joint  special  committee  to 

1872,  341 
Order  j^assed  to  report  action  desirable  in  relation  to  im- 
provement, 513 
So.  Boston  R.  Co.  — 

Order  passed  to  pave  tracks  on  Broadwaj',  263 
Hearing  on  second  track  on  Fourth  St.,  3ol 
Additional  track  on  Fourth  St.  granted,  427 
Order  for  location  on  Fourth  St.  reconsidered,  4-37 
Order  passed  granting  additional  track  on  Fourth  St.,  479 
Location  accepted,  483 
Authorized  to  lay  additional  tracks,  706 
Soup  for  the  Poor  — 

Order  passed  for  distribution  by  Police,  623 

Discussion  on,  and  non-concurrence  on  I'eference    to  special 

Committee,  662 
Repeated  non-concurrence,  discussion,  and  refusal  to  recon- 
sider, 678,  688 
Petition  from  Lydia  M.  Warner,  forbearing,  687 
Cora,  of  conference  appointed,  706 
Report  of  conference  committee  accepted,  inability  to  agree, 

and  adherence,  717 
Report  of  Com.  accepted,  no  action  required  on  petition  of 
Ly<lia  M.  Warner,  717 
Special  Committees  — 

On  U.  S.  Post  Office,  to  go  to  Washington,  8 

Joint,  to  nominate  city  officers,  8,  18 

Fort  Hill  imiirovement,  9 

Aimy  and  Navy  monument  on  Boston  Common,  9 

Unclaimed  baggage,  Albany  R.,  36 

On  Com  from  Mass.  Char.  Mec.  Assoc,  relating  to  FranUliu 

Fund,  3rt9 
To  examine  municipal  election  returns,  691 
Stables  — 

Smith's  Riding  School,  discussion  31 ;  discussion  and  leave 
to  witlidraw.  37;  discussion  on  motion  to  reconsider,  on, 
54,303;  report  re-committed,  59S;  report  accepted,  and 
leave  to  build  riding  school  stable  granted,  600 
Discussion  relating  to  Metropolitan  it.  R.  stable  on  Back 
Hay,  139 
State  Aid  — see  Soldiers'  Relief. 


It 
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Stt'bbins  (AldcriTian)—  rcnuirks:  on 

\Vil.-<f)ii's  Hotel.  Ward  I'J,  2  i 

I-tcpi  iiuiii^  report  on  water  supply,  49,  54 

AVidciiiMsjof  Atlantic  Ave.,  64 

'J'lie  I'ark  queslion,  6!t 

Cliarifini;  for  use  of  Atlantic  Ave,  72 

Itallriiad  ('rossin!;.-)  in  East  Boston,  7:i 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards.  70.  211,  371,  397 

I'orlable  stoves,  etc.,  on  sidewalks,  85 

Salaries  of  city  oflicers,  91,  93,  116,  163,  214 

License  for  plumbers,  82 

Elevator  in  City  Hall.  115 

AVater  supply,   104,  301,  402 

Kunriiiii;  fi-rry  tolls.  120 

Police  and  lire-boat.  120 

Jourdain's  Museu'u  of  .\natomy,  123 

De.aili  of  Hot).  Clias.  Sumner,  126 

Railway  station  near  Cliestmit  Hill  reservoir,  153 

Appropriation  bill,  107,  181,  189 

Bound.iry  between  Boston  and  Brookline,  179 

Kemoval  of  oflice  of  Milk  Inspector,  1S2 

Horse  r.dlway  system,  192 

Assessment  on  rarker-Memorial  Mceting-TIousn,  204 

Act  to  lei.(alize  Normal  School,  213 

Salaries  of  lvei,'istrars  of  Voters,  224,  2.39,  242 

Additional  appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 
Council,  227 

Transfer  of  Mass.  Law  Ueports  to  Law  Dept.,  227,  237 

Alinority  report  on  water  supply.  237 

Assista:iceto  Supt.  Dover  St.  Brid<;c,  2.54 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Dav,  266 

M'ater-slied  of  Mystic  I^ake,  284 

Hampden  St.  District,  300 

I'urcliase  of  land  for  SmrUlpox  liospital,  317 

Additiimal  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial,  332 

Free  open-air  concerts,  3.')2 

District  inuidcipal  courts,  359 

Appomtini,'  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  361 

Contract  for  publishing  the  oflicial  report,  369 

Allowing  police  olllcers  free  passes  over  ferries.  3S9 

Salaries  of  constables  at  municipal  district  courts,  409 

Sale  of  city's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Sts.,  436 

Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  447 

Watering  Park  Sq.,  4oO,  456 

Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts,  451 

Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 

Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 

Contract  to  w-ater  Park  Sq.,  456 

Widening  Uuild  Kow,  4-')6 

Cleaniiifr  and  painting  Public  Library,  462 

Home  for  the  Poor,  .515 

Wood  pavemc^nts  in  Devonshire  St.,  528 

Extension  of  Lenox  St.,  529 

"   Thorndike  St.,  529 

Feeding  horses  in  streets,  539,  546 

Rcpaving  Lewis  St.,  541 

Hotel  at  (Mty  I'oiiit,  562 

Evening  Sciiools,  564 

Paving  city  passageways,  570 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  598 

Vacancies  in  Water  15oard,  699 

Licensing  I'lumbers,  010 

Fast  driving,  611 

Water  for  East  Boston,  622,  624 

Charles  River  water  supply,  628 

Blockades  on  Tremont  St,,  646,  649,  692 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  6ii2 

Limiting  appro.acli  of  cars,  677 

Widening  School  St.,  687 

Gen.  Butler's  otfer  of  Sudbury  River,  630,  691 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  695 

Nautical  School,  713 

Water  supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  744 
Street  Commissioners  —  Annual  report  of,  16 
Streets  — 

Com.  on  Streets  authorized  to  refer  claims  to  arbitration,  9 

Order  p.-vssed  for  removal  of  projecting  signs,  19 

Supt.  authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  lay  cross-walks,  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestoues,  pave  gutters  and  sidewalks, 
number  streets,  erect  fences,  grant  permits  for  moving 
buildings,  grant  permits  to  open  streets,  19 

Regulations  adopted  for  raising  and  lowering  merchandise, 
19 

Order  passed  for  prosecution  of  Daniel  Goodnow  for  main- 
taining a  bay  window,  29 

Projecting  signs,  report  from  Com,  on  Police  accepted,  39 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  63 

Order  passed  to  favor  the  act  authorizing  construction  of 
new  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  04 

Report  and  discussion  on  widening  Atlantic  Ave.,  64 

Discussion  on  (-harges  for  use  of  Atlantic  Ave.  and  rejection 
of  order,  72 

Remonstrances  against  widening  Atlantic  Ave.,  72 

Order  passed  changing  name  of  Central  Place  to  Music 
Hall  Place,  84 

Order  passed  to  fill  with  ashes  city  wharf  lot,  Medford  St., 
Charlestown,  84 


Order  passed  relating  to  portable  furnaces,  stoves,  etc.,  on 

sidewalks,  85 
Petition  from  Josiah  Quiney  relative  to  widening  of  Atlan- 
tic .Vve.,  90 
Order  passed  for  proportionate  assessment  of  sidewalks  and 

<'dgestones,  101 
Order  passed  for  notice  to  be  given  to  owners  on  Burnt 

Dist.  of  intention  to  raise  grade,  102 
Order  passed  to  give  name  of  Atlantic  Ave.  to  part  of  Broad 

St.,  136 
Supt.  ordered  to  rebuild  the  bulkhead  on  Condor  St.,  East 

Boston,  139 
Order  passed  rel.iting  to  projecting  signs,  etc.,  in  Milk  and 

(Hiver  Sts.,  151 
Water-street  extension,  discussion  on,  167 
Order  passed  relating    to  partition    wall    on    Wa.shington 

Square,  109 
Order  passed  for  repair  of  paving  wharf,  169 
Discussion  on  order  to  pay  $325,000  to  Chas.  G,  Greene  and 

others,  181 
Order  passed  on  Swctt-strcet  extension,  181 
Discussion  on  abatement  of  betterment  assessed  on  Parker- 

.Memorial  .Moeting-Hoiise,  2.)4 
Order  passed  to  remove  fiagstaft's  East  Broadway,  209 
Order  passed  relative  to  projecting  signs,  etc.,  209 
Order  passed  for  remo\al  of  flagstaff  at  corner  of  ^Market 

and  River  Sts.,  Xo.  Brighton,  210 
Order  passed  auth(U-iziug  E.  H.  R.  Rugglcs   to  cut  down 

tree  on  Richmond  St.,  Ward  16,  214 
Order  jjassed  authorizing  A.  T.  Howe  to  cut  down  two  trees 

on  Forest  St.,  214 
Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners  for  widening 

Shawmut  Ave.  between  Dudley  and  Guild  Sts.,  223 
Order  passed  to  keep  open  old  Providence  Depot  Site,  241 
Discussion  on  wood  pavement  in  Kilby  St.,  207 
Order  passed  to   uati'r  ('(dumbus  Ave.  bctwe(!n  Bost.  and 

Albany  R.R.  and  Park  Square,  270 
Order  jjassed  to  close,  and   lay  tracks  to  grade  Brookline 

Ave.,  270 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  laying  out  Marctlla 

St.,  to  New  He.ath  St.,  270 
Reports  and  orders  from  Street  Commissioners  relating  to 

extension  of  Clifton  St.,  and  widening  Leveretl  St.,  286 
Discussion   on,  and    order   passed   for   expense    of  paving 

Kilby   St.,   to   be   charged   to  appropriation   for   Burnt 

Dist.,  287 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  tree  on  Waverlj-  St.,  301 
Order  passed   for   moving   telegraph   poles  on   Dorchester 

Ave.,  302 
Discussion  on  order  to  extend  name  of  Dudley  St.  tlirough 

Stougliton  St.,  313 
Order  passed  for  change  of  conditions  attached  to  land  on 

corner  of  Broadway  and  L  St.,  317 
Order    passed    for    removal   of   projecting    signs,   etc,   on 

Washington  St.,  335 
Discussion  on  widening  Shawmut  Ave.,  3.36 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  open  new  avenue  to  Cam- 
bridge, 338 
Rejiort  accepted,  inexpedient  to  w  iden  Cross  St.,  338 
Discussion   on,  and  order  passed  to   pave  ^^'ater  St.  witli 

wood,  357 
Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Com.  for  widening  Beach  St., 

353 
Notice  received  of  closure  of  Fisher  Ave.  (private  way),  353 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  ajiple-tree  on  Richmond  St., 

376 
Discussion    on    order   for   taking   Beach    St.    Presbytirian 

Church,  378 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  dead  trees  from  Charlestown 

District,  379 
Columbia  St.,  order  passed  to  close  temporarily,  3S0 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.  authorized  to  place  poles  on 

Parsons  and  Washington  Sts.,  Brighton,  3;>1 
Order  passed  to  close  and  build  retaining  wall  and  fence  on 

Seaverns  Ave.,  W.  Roxbury,  391 
Order  passed  for  cidleetion  of  half  the  cost  of  laying  side- 
walks on  Chandler  St.,  391 
Ordir  passed  to  give  notice  to  occupants  of  estates  on  Madi- 
son I'lace  to  quit  by  Aug.  1,  4o;i 
Order  passed  to  provide  means  for  purcliase  of  Beach  St. 

Presbyterian  Church,  403 
Order  passed  to  water  streets  around  new  Post  Otllce,  414 
Discussion  on  watering  Warren  St.,  Roxbury,  414 
Order  passed   rebating  to  safety  of  passengers  on  streets  iu 

Ward  10,  intersecied  by  railroad  tracks,  417 
Com.  on  Streets  authorizeu  to  confer  with  N.  V.  and  N.  E. 

R.  relative  to  grade  at  Swett-street  crossing,  417 
Report  and  order  passed  for  widening  Brattle  St.,  430 
Order  passed  relative  to  boundarv  post  in  centre  of  Hyde 

Park  Ave.,  431 
Order  passcil  ibr  collection  of  one -half  amounts  assessed  on 

persons  in  London,  E,  St.  .Tames,  Dudley  Sts.,  {,"ommon- 

weaUh  Ave.,  Broadway  and  Haynes  St.,  431. 
Order  passed  to  pay  i5,l,027  to  Caleb  H.  Dollteare  for  per- 
mission  to   build   Atlantic  Ave.  retaining  wall  in  front 

of  his  estate,  434 
Discussion   on   revoking  license  to   Benj.  Jones  to  sprinkle 

I'ark  Sq.,  450 
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Order  passed  to  remove  pavement,  and  macadamize  around 
building  of  iriniioipal  Court,  So.  Boston,  •152 

Discus-ion  on  order  for  wood  pavement  in  Gold  and  Silver 
Sts.,  4'>3  ;  reconsideration  laid  on  table,  403  ;  refused,  479 

Discussion  on  and  orderpassed  relative  to  contract  for  water- 
ing Park  Sq.,  4o6 

Order  passe.  1  to  place  Haven  lot  on  Clifton  St.  in  charge  of 
Com.  on  Paving,  471 

Permission  granted  for  wire  rope  across  Foundry  St.,  473 

Order  of  notice  to  Middlesex  K.  Co.  to  pave  Main  and  Bev- 
erly Sts.,  4'J8 

Report  accepted,  and  opinion  of  City  Solicitor,  relating  to 
passageway  in  rear  of  building  on  Eastern  Ave.,  4yS 

Report  and  discussion  on  allowing  fast  riding,  4yS 

Order  passed  for  edgestones,  and  paving  on  city  passageway 
from  Shasvmut  Ave.  to  Trcniont  St.,  506 

Order  passed  for  new  location  for  bound-stone  between 
Hyde  Park  and  Boston,  506 

Resolves  and  orders  from  Street  Commissioners  for  laying 
out  East  Lenox  ami  Thorndike  Sts.,  505 

Order  passed  to  till  up  hole  at  corner  of  Boston  and  Hamlet 
Sts.,  Ward  16,  527 

Order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters  front  of 
estate  owned  \iy  City  on  Washington  St.,  Ward  19,  527 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  to  pave  Devonshire  St.  from 
State  to  Milk  St.,  with  burnettized  wood,  527 

Report  accepted  relative  to  obstruction  by  street  pedlers,  .')2S 

Report  discussed,  and  order  passed  to  extend  Lenox  St.,  .52J 

Report  discussed,  and  order  passed  to  extend  Thorndike 
St.,  529 

Ordinance  reported,  relating  to  fast  driving,  .5.30 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  widening  School 
St.,  540 

Remonstrances  against  fast  driving,  540 

Order  of  notice  to  E.  S.  Johnson  and  J.  T.  Mason  to  quit  on 
extension  of  E.  Lenox  St.,  545 

Communication  from  Ferry  Directors,  requesting  repaving 
of  Lewis  St.,  541 

Discussion  on  feeding  horses  in  streets,  546 

Hearing  on  fast  driving  on  Milldam,  550 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  number  of  horse- 
cars,  556 

J.  W.  HunnewcU  &  Co.  permitted  to  lay  iron  pipe  under 
Bremen  St.,  550 

Order  passed  to  p.ay  Caleb  H.  Dolbearo  $1,027  towards  ex- 
pense of  retaining  wall,  559 

Order  passed  for  retaining  wall  at  end  of  Yarmouth  St.,  5.59 

Statements  received  of  lunnber  of  horse-cars,  and  referred 
to  Paving  Com.,  with  instructions,  501 

Substituted  ordinance  passed  relative  to  fast  driving,  recom- 
mitted, 56S 

Orders  of  notice  to  A.  P.  Wheelock  and  IN".  Adams  to  quit 
on  Silver  St.,  563 

Order  passed  to  accept  passageway  iu  rear  of  E.  Chester 
Park,  563 

Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners  for  Swett-st. 
extension,  574 

Report  on  baiting  horses  in  streets,  584 

Letters  from  City  Solicitor,  reconsideration  of  votes,  and  in- 
detinJte  postponement  of  orders  relating  to  care  of  pas- 
sageways, 5S5 

Order  passed  to  grant  additional  tracks  to  Cambridge  R.  R. 
at  foot  of  Leverett  St.,  594 

Order  passed  to  name  certain  ways  in  Ward  10,  Waterloo 
S".,  and  Sydney  Place,  594 

Order  passed  to  allow  baiting  horses  in  streets,  .594 

Order  passed  for  Com.  to  report  relative  to  cattle  in  streets, 
594 

Fhineas  B.  Smith  and  John  T.  Soren  authorized  to  remove 
trees,  OUO 

Ordinance  passed  relative  to  rate  of  speed  in  driving,  611 

Communication  from  Chief  of  Police  relf.ting  to  blockades 
by  horse-cars,  611 

Leave  granted  to  Wm.  Homes  to  remove  tree  on  Belk'vue 
St.,  030 

Order  passed  for  edgestones,  corner  Washington  and  School 
Sts.,  Ward  17,  641 

Manley  Howe  permitted  to  place  lamp-post  in  Broadway, 

6-1:2 

Resolve  and  order  from  Commissioners  for  widening  Shaw- 
mut  Ave.,  642 

Wm.  Makepeace  and  others  permitted  to  set  out  trees,  642 

Resolve  and  order  from  Commissioners  for  widening  Bou- 
doiu  St.,  664 

Order  passed  for  agreement  with  R.  trustees  for  widening 
Cottage-street  Bridge,  677 

Order  passed  to  limit  approach  of  cars  to  thirty  feet,  677 

Resolve  and  order  from  Commissioners  for  widening  Pleas- 
ant St.,  Charlestown,  678 

Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Co.  authorized  to  con.struet  platform 
over  First  St.,  677 

Notice  of  claim  to  portion  of  sidewalk  on  Pearl  St.,  G7S 

Order  passed  granting  permission  to  lay  steanipipc  under 
Devonshire  St.,  681 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  drainage  of  passage- 
ways, 082 

Discussion  on,  and  order  rejected  to  widen  School  St.,  687 

Reports  on  extension  of  Swett  St.,  08J 


Report  on  Boston  Water  Power  Company's  improvements 
on  Back  ]^ay,  690 

Discussion  on  horse-car  blockade,  and  order  and  resolve  re- 
ferred to  Paving  Com.,  692 

Discussion  on,  and  reconnnittal  of  rcpnrt  and  orders  re- 
lating to  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets, 
1.95 

Resolve  and  order  for  extension  of  Commerce  St.,  695 

Jamaica  I'lain  Gaslight  Co.  authorized  to  lay  tracks  across 
Kcyes  St  ,  7u6 

Orders  of  notice  to  quit  passed,  on  South  and  Ma'den  Sts., 
7ti7 

Orders  passed  for  extension  of  Commerce  St.  and  assump- 
tion of  betterments,  708 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  street-sweeping  machines,  710 

Reports  on  recommitted  orders  relating  to  Boston  Water 
Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  and  discussion,  710 

Order  passed  to  inquire  authority  for  placing  telegraph  poles 
in  Atlantic  Ave  ,  712 

Discussion  on  extending  Swett  St.,  71+ 

Post  Oflice  Square  named,  695;  reconsidered  and  referred, 
714 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  extension  of  Swett  St., 
717 

Report  accepted,  and  order  discussed  and  passed  to  name 
Post  Oifice  Square,  740 

Discussion  and  order  passed  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $400  for 
clerical  services,  741 

Order  passed  to  contract  with  Choate  Bui-nham  for  300  feet 
of  grading  on  Vale  St.,  748 

Faiieuil  Hall  sidewalk,  discussion  on,  751 

Report  accepted,  stating  authority  for  placing  telegraph 
poles  on  Atlantic  Ave.,  767 

—  .Vtlieiis  St. — order  passed  to  establish  grade  between  F  and 

l)orche..-ter  Sis.,  66,72;  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and 
sidewalks,  427 

—  Argyle  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  29 

—  All'ord  St — order  passed  to  pave,  262 

—  Asliland  St.  —  Elisiia  T.  Loring  allowed  to  remove  trees,  53 

— Autumn    St. —  Ward    15  —  order   passed  to   furnish   and   set 
edgestones,  431 

—  A  Ihert  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters, 

471 

—  A I  ban  St.  —  orderpassed  to  establi.«h  grade,  29 

—  .\da.ns  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones.  370 

—  .\lpine  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  391 
^Amorj^St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  aijd  set  edgestones  and 

pave  gutters,  371 

—  Akron  St.  —  orderpassed  for  edgestones,  and  paving  gutters 

and  crossings,  527 

—  Albany  St. — order  passed  to  pave  from  Concord  St.  to  Ro.x- 

bury  Canal.  553 

—  Alford  St.  —  Charlestown,  —  Boston  RubberShoe  Co.  allowed 

to  erect  telegraph  poles,  491 

—  Athens  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  between  B   and  C    Sts., 

610 

—  Broadway  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  from 

X  to  Q  Sts..  167;  order  passed  to  pave  from  Dorchester  to 
H  St..  220;  order  parsed  to  pave  between  K  and  L  Sis.,  282 

—  Beacon  St.  —  order  passed  to  water,  l:i2 

—  Bolton   St.  —  order   passed    to    establish    grade,    225;    order 

passed  to  pave,  427  ;  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  lay 
sidewalks,  427 

—  Brookline  Ave. — order  passed  to  giado  between  Boston  & 

Albany  Railroad  crossing  and  Muddy  River,  192;  order 
passed  to  grade  between  Boston  it  Albany  R.  R.  and  Ma- 
l)le  Ave.  321;  order  passed  to  macadamize  from  Boston  & 
Albany  R.  to  Maple  .\vc  ,  471;  order  passed  to  set  edge- 
stones. lay  gutters  and  sidewalks,  471 

—  Beach  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  370;  order  p.assed  to  take 

surrendered  estate  of  Presbyterian  Church,  4ul 

—  Bro(jks  St.  — order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  204 
^  Uuwer  St.  —order  passed  to  set  edgestones.  263 

—  Bromley  Park  —  orderpassed   to   set   edgestones   and   pave 

gutters,  471 

—  Bromley  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gut- 

lers.  471 

—  Blue-Hill  Ave.  —order  passed  to  fill  and  grade  sidewalks,  263 

—  Butler   St.  —  Ward    16  — order  pa-sed    to  grade    and   gr.ivcl 

between  Adams  and  Richmond  Sts  ,  314 

—  Blackstone  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  350 

—  Benningion  St.  —  order  passed  to  set    edgestones,  hiy   side- 

w.ilks,  and  pave  gutters.  352 

—  Beachaai  St.  —  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones, 

26i 

—  Beverly  St.  — order  passed  to  pave,  352 

—  Briglit.in  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  352 

—  Boston  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones.  370 

—  BnyMon   St.  —  Ward   17  — order  passed   to  furnish    and  set 

edgestones  and  pave  gutters,  371 

—  Bowdoin  St.  —  ^\'ard  10  — order  passed  to  widen,  600 

—  Bennimrton  St. —order  [lasscd  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

and  pave  gutters  and  sidewalks.  .500;  onU-r  passed  to  lay 
^idewalks  at  78-82,  594;  order  passed  to  pave  unpaved  side- 
walks, .597 

—  Boylst(ni  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  macadamize,  iJOS 

—  Brooks  St.  —  order  passed  to  pavj  sidewalks  between  Sarato- 

ga and  Chelsea  Sts  ,  597 
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—  Bniok   Avo.  —  Ward   16  —  order  p^issed  to  establish  revised 

sriide.  1)22 

—  BurroiijilisSt  — Ward  17  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and 

sidewalks.  OU 

—  Commonwialth  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  of  es- 

tates Nos.  1.58  to  16S,  21)9 

—  Coliiiubus  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  3-)2 

—  Chatliani  Kow  —  order  passed  to  pave,  ;!V2 

—  Canal  St.  —  Charlestowii —  order  passed  to  extend  name,  352; 

to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks,  and  pave  gutters,  3i2 

—  Clifton  Ht.  —  oriler  passed  to  extend,  3:30 

—  Commercial  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  352 

—  Clielsea  St. —  order  ))assed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks, 

and  pave  gutters,  3<)2 

—  Cottage  St.  —  order  piissed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  370 

—  Chandler  St.  —  order  passed   to  furnish   and  set  edgestones, 

370 

—  Crescent  Ave.  —  Ward  16  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  sot 

edgestones,  414 

—  Causeway  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  frotn  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  to 

Commercial  St.,  352 
Cambridge  St. —  Brighton  —  order  passed  to  i)ave  gutters,  grade 
and  mac;idamize,  391  ;  order  i>assed  to  lay  concrete  sidewalk 
in  front  of  estate  of  J.  W.  llollis,  391 ;  order  passed  to  pave 
gutters,  grade  and  macadamize,  408 

—  Cobb  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks,  and  macadamize, 

434 

—  Chelsea  St.  —  order  jiassed  to  pave  sidewalks,  furnisli  and  set 

edgestones,  490 

—  Cedar  St.  —  Removal  of  tree  authorized,  514 

—  Charles  St.  —  Ward  16 — order  passed  to  grade  and  macadam- 

ize, 594 

—  Church  St. — Ward  16  —  order  passed  to  grade,  695 

—  Commerce  St.  — order  passed  for  laying  out  and  extension  to 

Atlantic  Ave.,  708 

—  Division  St.  —order  |)assed  to  grade  between  Dorchester  Ave. 

and  Foundry  St.,  220;  order  passed  to  remove  obstructions 
on  line,  210 

—  Dudley  St. —order  passed  to  set  back  fence,  and  pave  side- 

walks, 343;  extended  over  portion  of  Stoughfon  St.,  391; 
order  jiassed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters 
and  sidewalks,  414 

—  Dorchester  St.  —  order  passed  to   lay  sidewalks,  and  pave, 

434 ;  order  passed  to  furnisli  and  set  the  edgestones,  and  jiave 
gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  westerly  side,  474 

—  Dorr  St. —order   passed  to  furnish   and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  sidewalks,  270 

—  Dorchester  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

370;  order  passed  to  pave  square,  and  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  sidewalks,  at  intersection  of  Dorchester 
Ave.,  Dorchester  St.  and  Boston  St.,  473 

—  Devonshire  St.—  order  passed  to  pave  with  wood,  490,  499, 

527 

—  E  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  from  Sixth  to  Eighth  St.,  220 

—  Eustis  St.  —  order   passed  for   removal   of   ol)structions  pro- 

jecting over  line,  85;  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  lay 
sidewalks,  251;  order  jjassed  to  grade  extension  as  far  as 
Magazine  St.,  427 

—  East  Castle  St.  —  changed  to  Mott  St.,  371 

—  Elliot  St.  —  Ward  17  —  W.  E.  James  allowed  to  remove  trees, 

416 

—  Exchange  Place  —  order  passed  to  pave,  220 

—  Essex  St.  —  order  passed  to   pave  from   Washington  St.   to 

Harrison  Ave.,  434 

—  Egle.ston  8q.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade  between  Shaw- 

raut  and  Walnut  Aves.,  302 

—  Eighth  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks,  408 

—  Eastern  Ave.  —  order  passed  for  removal  of  obstructions  pro- 

.iecting  over  line,  402 

—  East  Lenox  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  514;  order 

passed  to  extend  to  Fellowes  St.,  677 

—  Eighth  St.  —  order  pas.sed  to  set  edgestones,  677 

—  Eden  St.  —  Charlostown  —  George  C.  Wright  permitted  to  re- 

move trees,  583 

—  Foster  St.  —  Ward  19  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 

stones, 314 

—  Fifth  St. — order  passed  to  furnisli  edgestones  and  pave  gut- 

ters, 408;  Dennis  Ferguson  allowed  to  remove  tree,  416; 
order  passed  to  lay  sidewalk,  434 

—  First  St.  —  So.  Boston  — order  jjasscd  to  pave  sidewalk  in 

front  of  No.  1,  473 

—  Francis  St. —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  gutters,  and 

crosswidks,  472 

—  Fourtli   St. —  order  passed  to  pave    space  outside    railroad 

tracks,  514;  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalk,  corner  of  G  St., 
568 

—  Fairfield  St.  —  order  passed   for  edgestones,  pa\'ing  gutters, 

and  macadamizing  the  roadway,  5.59 

—  Front  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  561 

—  Franklin  St.  —  I5righton  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade  be- 

tween Cambridge  St.  and  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.,  622 

—  Francis  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  north  of  Brookline  Ave., 

641 

—  Guild  Row  —  name  changed,  352 

—  Cilenwood   St.,   Jioxbury  —  order  p.assed   to   set   edgestones, 

pave  gutters  and  sidew.dks,  408 

—  Gold  St. —  order  passed  to  pave  with  wood,  and  lay  sidewalks, 

408 


—  Gray  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 

pave  sidewalks,  414 

—  Gloucester  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters 

and  macadamize  roadway,  .505 

—  G  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters  and 

sidewalks,  561 

—  Greenville  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  sidewalks, 

622 

—  Granite  St.  —  Standard  Sugar  Refinery  authorized  to  lay  gas 

pipe,  023 

—  Ualleck  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  and  to  grade 

between  Ruggles  and  Ward  Sts.,  167 

—  H  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  plank  walks,  251 

—  Haymarkct  Sq.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  3.52 

—  Heath  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters, 

471 

—  Haynes  St.  —  order  jiassed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and 

repair  roadway,  204 

—  Hawes  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  with  wood,  314 

—  Harrison  Ave. — order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  391 ;  order 

passed  to  erect  lences  on  easterlj-  side,  435 

—  Highland  Sq.  — order  passed  to  pave  unpavcd  sidewalks,  .506 

—  Harrison   Ave.  —  or<ler  passed   to  grade   sidewalks   between 

Eustis  and  Dudley  Sts.,  568 

—  Havre  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  i)a\ing  gutters,  506 

—  H  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  sidewalks 

from  Broadway  to  Emerson  St.,  610 

—  Halleck  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  sidewalks,  622 

—  Kingsbury  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  167 

—  K  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters,  408 

—  Kneeland  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks 

and  repair  roadway,  257 

—  K  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  from  First  St.  to 

Broadway,  490 

—  London  St.,  East  Boston  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  in 

front  of  estates  Xos.  131  to  149,  302 

—  Levv'rctt  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen  2,931  square  feet,  336 

—  Lexington  St.  — order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks,  set  edgestones 

and  pave  gutters,  352 

—  Long  wood  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave 

gutters,  471 

—  Lenox  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  between  Wash- 

ington St.  and  Sbawmut  Ave.,  402 

—  Lowell  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  352 

—  Lucas  St.  —  order  passed  to  close  temporarily,  362 

—  L  St. — order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters  and 

Bidew;dks,  561 

—  Leverett  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  561  —  order 

passed  to  widen,  687 

—  liberty  Sq.  —  order  passed  to  substitute  wood  in   place   of 

granite  blocks,  490 

—  Marlboiougb  6t. —order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gut- 

ters, and  macadamize  roadway,  505 

—  Main  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  170 

—  Magazine  St.  —  order  to  remove  obstructions  projecting  over 

lines,  85;  order  to  grade,  as  extended,  220 

—  Madison  Sq. — order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gut- 

ters, 2B3 

—  Mott  St.  —  named,  371 

—  Meridian  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  204;   order  passed   to 

pave  Central  Sq.  to  Lexington  St  ,  287 

—  Mill  St..  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones   and 

lay  sidewalks,  262 

—  Medford  St.,   Cbarlestown  —order  passed  to  pave  between 

Cook  and  Lexington  Sts.,  299;  order  passed  to  establish 
grade,  302;  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks  from  number  4-58 
to  464,  iticlusive,  471 

—  Melville     Ave..    Dorchester —order    passed    to    grade    and 

macadamize,  299 

—  Mechanic  St.  —order  passed  to  establish  grade,  362 

—  Main  St  ,  Cbarlestown  —  order  passed  to  pave,  490 

—  Marion  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters, 

506 

—  Midland  St  ,  Ward  16  —  order  passed  to  grade,  568 

—  M  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones.  677 

—  Newcomb  St.  —  order  to  change  name  from  Prescott   Place, 

Ward  11,  167 

—  'Nortli  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  352 

—  Newbern  St. — order  passed  to  establish  grade,  and  to  grade, 

26i 

—  Neponset  Ave. — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

370 

—  North  Centre  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  563 

—  Old   Harbor   St.  —  or<lcr  i)assed  to  pave  sidewalks  between 

Old  Harbor  Court  and  Eighth  St.,  3U2 

—  Old    Harbor  St.  —  order  passed   for   edgestones    and   paving 

gutters,  561 

—  I'rescott  Place,  Ward  11  —  order  passed  to  change  name  to 

Nev.'comb  St.,  167 

—  I'rovidence  St.  — order  passed  to  pave,  352 

—  I'ond  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  370 

—  Princeton  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks,  371 

—  Parker  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters, 

471 

—  Paris  St.  —  order  passed  to  gravel,  204 

—  Prescott  St  —  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks,  set  edgestones, 

and  jjave  gutters,  352 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


17 


-Park  St.  — Ward  16  — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  cdge- 

sloncs  and  pave  shutters,  3T1 
■Prentiss  8t.  — order  passed  to  pave  gutters  and  lay  sidewallis. 

471 
■Pond  St.  — order  passed  to  sot  edgestones,  pave  gutters,  and 

macadamize  roadway,  505 
-Princeton  St.,  order  for  edgestones,  559 

■  Prescott  St.,  —order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  between  Sara- 

toga St.  and  Trenton.  .5'J7 

■  Pleasant  St.,  Cliarlestown  —  order  passed  to  widen,  688 

■  Ruggles  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  between  Tre- 

mont  and  Parlver  Sts.,  299 

-  Richmond  St.,  Chariestoun  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones, 

lay  sidewalks,  pave  gutters,  352 

-  Uo.\bury  St.  —  named,  S'yi 

■  lU-ading  St.  —  named,  456 

■  Regent  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters 

and  crossings,  527 

-Rockland  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  514;  order 
passed  to  grade.  514 

■Russell  St.,  Charlestown  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and 
paving  gutters  and  sidewalks,  544 

-School  St.,  Ward  20  —  order  passed  to  pave  .sidewalk  with 
brick.  241 

-School  St.,  Ward  17  —  oi-der  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  gutters.  371 

-  St.  James  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  2R2 

-  Shawm ut  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  widen  between  Dudley  and 

Guild  Sts.,  352;  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  gutters,  371 
■Seavcrns    .-\ve  ,  Wer^t  Roxbury — order  parsed   to   establish 
grade.  300;  order  ptissed  to  cut  oil'  or  set  back  building  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Follan  projecting  over  line.  414 

-  Stoughton  St. —order  [).\ssed  to  sprinkle,  335;  name  of  por- 

tion changed  to  Dudley  St..  391 

-  Saratoga  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks, 

pave  glitters,  352 
-Short  St.,  Charlestown — order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay 

sidewalks,  pave  gutters,  352 
-Silver  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones.  Lay  sidewalks,  and 

jjave  with  wood.  408 

-  Savin  Hill  Ave.  —  order  pas  ed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

and  pave  gutters,  371 

-  South  St.  —  ord<'r  passed  to  widen.  434 

-Sixth  St. — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks,  4'.i0 
-Silver  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  siilew.alks,  and  pave  roadway  with  wood.  491 
-Second  St.  —order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks  from  I  to  L  Streets,  490 

-  Saratoga  St.  —  order  passed  to  t'urnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  sidewalks  between  Pnscott  and  Chelsea  Sts.,  490. 

-  South  St..  order  p.issed  to  p.ave.  505 

-  Seventh  St.  —  order  iJ.asscd  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters 

and  sidewalks,  561 

-Sydney  Place,  Ward  16  — named,  594. 

-Sliawmut  Ave.  — order  passed  to  widen  from  Lenox  to  Rox- 
bury St.,  (JS7 

-Treniont  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks  from  Kendall 
to  Hammond  St.,  262;  order  passed  to  repave  sidewalk  from 
Tremont  House  to  Park  St.,  2S7 ;  petitions  fur  removal  of 
Paddock  Elms  referred,  36;  remonstrance  against  same,  47; 
discussion  on  removal,  74;  hearing,  and  order  passed  to  re- 
move, 86  ;  order  to  spare  live  rejected,  92 

-Trenton  St. — order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks 
and  pave  gutters,  .352. 

-Thornley  St.  — order  passed  to  establish  grade,  514. 

-Union  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  262 

-Washington  St.  —  order  passed  for  extension  to  Haymarket 
Sq.,  120;  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave  extension,  etc..  1, 
67,  179;  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade  between 
Court  St.  and  Cornhill,  321;  order  passed  for  removal  of 
obstructions  between  Averj'  and  Roylston  Sts.,  431;  order 
to  repave  from  Hay  ward  Place  to  Boj  Iston  St.,  444;  order 
passed  to  sprinkle,  450 

-  W:ishington  St.,  Ward  19  —  order  passed  to  complete  grading 

and  widening,  between  Cambridge  St.  and  Brookline  line, 
270;  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  between  Shawmut  and 
Shaler  Ave,  302;  order  passed  to  extend  name  over  Guild 
Row  and  Sliawmut  Ave.,  3')2;  order  passed  for  widening 
opposite  Vernon  St  ,  431  ;  order  passed  to  grade  and  macad- 
amize on  new  line  of  widening.  456;  order  passed  to  widen 
part  t(n-inerly  called  Guild  Kow,  456 

-White  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  brick  sidewalks,  204 

-Warren  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  side- 
walks. 282 

-Water  St..  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  close  up  openings 
in  sidew.alks,  241 

-Warren  St  ,  Roxbury  —  order  passed  to  w.ater,  414 

-  West  C:istle  St.  —  changed  to  Castle  St.,  371 

-Water  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  with  burnettized  spruce 
blocks,  357 

-  Woodward  St.  — order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters 

and  sidewalks,  408 
-Warren   St..  Charlestown — William   Patterson    allowed   to 
remove  tree,  416 

-  West  St.,  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  263 


—  Walnut  Ave. —order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 

and  pave  gutters,  473 

—  Walk-Hill  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  362 

—  Washington  St.,   Ward  17  —  order  passed  to  make  passable 

for  public  travel,  427 

—  Webber  St.  —  order  passed  to  remove  obstructions  on  lino, 

210 

—  Warren  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  527 

—  Washington  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  from  Chester  Sq.  to 

Newton  St.,  553;  order  passed  to  pave  from  Waltham  to 
Newloii  St.,  553 

—  Waterloo  St.,  Ward  16  — named,  594 

—  Waltham  St. —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  side- 

walks and  gutters,  544 
Suftblk  R.  Co.  — 

-  Location  to  Haymarket  square  revoked,  491 
Suffolk  St.  District  — 

Com  on  Xorthampton  St.  Dist.  vested  with  powers,  37 
Order  ])as.^ed  for  widening  out  sides  of  streets,  -131 
Sumner,  Charles  — Resolutions  in  relation  to  death  of,  127 
Committee  appointed,  127 

Order  to  clear  .Streets  fir  funeral  procession,  139 
Portraits  of,  presented  to  City  of  Boston,  164,  204 
Resolution  adopted  by  City  of  Brooklyn,  concerning  death 

of,  169 
Order  passed  to  print  1,000  copies  of  Memorial,  210 
Trustees  of  .Vrt  Museum  autiiorized  to  receive  the  Sumner 

Request,  241 
Vote  of  thanks  to  Carl  Schurz  f  .r  eulogy,  2.V2 
Resolution  of  th  inks  to  (J.  H.  Brainanl  and  others,  for  por- 
trait, and  to  ijhu'C  same  in  l-aneuil  Hall,  3Sa 
Resolution   of  thanks  to   K.  D.   Huntington   ami   others,   for 
portrait,  and  to  phice  the  same  in  l'u':lic  Library,  o8J 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  —  see  Buildings. 
Swett  St.  District  — 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  fa-  authority  to 
raise  grade  discussed,  and  referred  to  Com.  on  Xorth- 
ampton St.  District,  300 

Taxes  — $12,080,265  for  1814-5,  laid.  166 

Amendment  of  tax  levy,  by  omission  of  State  tax,  139 
Order  passed  relating  to  interest,  31H 

Discussion  and  non-eoncurrenee  relating  to  interest.  338,  .352 
Conference  Com.  on  interest,  4U9;  discussion   and  concur- 
rence on  ti'ii  percent.,  427 
Order  passed  to  remit  taxes  on  estate  of  Mary  Ilolden.  477 
Order  passed  providing  for  payment  of  taxes   on    Lowell 
School-house  site,  678 

Unclaimed  Hagg.nge  — 

Sale  by  British  and  North  Am.  Royal  Mall  Packet  Co.,  432 
Sale  by  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Co.,  740,  767. 
Unflnished  Business  — 

Of  last  year  referred  to  several  joint  committees,  8 

Of  joint  committes  of  last  year  referred  to  cuminitteea  of 

this  year.  8 
Of  last  Board  of  .Mdermen.  to  Committees,  9 
Referred  to  next  City  Council  —  Inspectors  of  Lighters.  767  ; 

ordinance  relating  to   I.a  w  Depai  tment,  767  ;   laying  out 

Swett  St.,  767  ;  all  business  before  joint  committees,  767 
In  hands  of  Committees  of  the  Board,  referred  to  next  Board 

of  .\ldernien,  767 
Union  Freight  R  R.— 

Report  accepted,  authorizing  removal  of  tracks  to  centre  of 

Atlantic  Ave.,  612 

Vacation  appointed.  463 

Discussion  on,  and  vote  to  adjourn  two  weeks,  494 
Votes  of  'I'hanks  — 

To  Hon.  Carl  Schurz  for  eulogy  on  death  of  Hon.  Charles 
Sumner,  2  '2 

To  Hon.  Richard  Frothingham,  for  oration  on  July  Fourth, 
416 

To  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  for  offer  of  Sudbury  river,  767 

To  Mayor,  and  response,  767 

To  Chairman,  and  response,  708 

Washington's  Birthd.ay  —  Order  passed  for  observing,  03 
Water  Works  — Report  of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  20 

Order  passed  for  (;om.  to  consider  expedieiu^y  of  (connecting 

Farm  Pond  with  Lake  Cochituate,  and  Mystic  Pond  with 

(,'oncord  River,  37 
Discussion   on  printing  extra  copies   of   report  of   Water 

Bo.ard,  54 
Order  passed   for  Com.  to  ascertain    purity    of   water    in 

Charles  River,  63 
Order  passed  fir  Com.  to  report  mill  privileges  on  Charles 

and  Sudbury  rivers,  63 
Report  from  Printing  Com.  not  to  reprint  report  of  Water 

Board,  accepted,  66 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  union  of  Cochituate 

and  Mystic  AVater  Boards,  67 
Discussion  relating  to  consolidation  of  Boards,  77 
Discussion  and  order  passed  relative  to  licensing  pluinbera, 

and  reguladng  constrnction  of  water  fixtures,  H2 
Discussion   on   addition   to   water   sujJijly  from  Flax  Pond, 

etc.,  and  rejection  of  order,  104 
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Discussion  on  consolidation  of  "Water  Boards,  and  order 

piirtSCll,  li<» 

Conimiinication  from  City  Solicitor  on  consolidation  of  Wa- 
ter Hoards,  lilt 

Report  of  Myslic  Water  Board,  137 

Order  ])assiil  relative  to  surveys  of  ifystie  water-shed,  157 

tli'ilcr  passed  for  ( 'ominitlie  to  report  in  print,   l.'iT 

Ueport  Oil  coiisoliilatioii  of  Water  Boards,  and  Act  and  Or- 
dinaiiee  for  same,  211 

Report  (City  Doc.  ;«)  accepted,  237 

Order  jiassed  for  Cocbituatc  Water  Board  to  report  in  print, 
264 

Order  passed  to  supply  Ward  17  with  water  for  extinguish- 
iu;;  tires,  2ti4 

Coiumunieation  from  Water  Hoard,  relating  to  main  pipe  in 
Wards  i;i,  14,  l")  and  lt>,  2m 

(ojumunieatiuri  relating  to  drainage  in  Wards  15  and  17,  267 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  rela.iiig  to,  water-shed  of 
Mystic  Lake,  284 

Order  passed  for  consideration  of  purifying  Mystic  Pond,  287 

liepcrts  from  Committee  on  Ordinances,  relating  to  consoli- 
dating Water  Hoards,  287 

f:xtension  in  Wards  l:i,  U,  15,  16,  17  and  19,  301 

Order  passed  for  t  ity  Solicitor  to  attend  next  annual  meeting 
of  Mystic  lliver  Corporation,  306 

Report  from  Mystic  Water  Hoard  on  construction  of  sewer, 
316 

Order  passed  for  extension  of  water  works  in  Wards  13,  14, 
15,  10,  17  and  19,  317 

Oi'der  passed  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to  construct 
s(-\vers  to  preserve  Mystic  Lake,  320 

Order  passed  for  Mystic  Water  Board  to  furnish  estimate  of 
expense  of  sewer,  320 

Discussion  on,  and  non-concurrence  in,  appointinent  of  engi- 
neers to  ascertain  possible  water  snp])ly,  336 

Discussion  and  non-concurrence  on  order  to  appoint  three 
pliysicians  to  examine  sanitary  qualities  of  fsudbury. 
Mystic,  Shawsliine  and  Charles  rivers,  338;  re-considcr- 
ation  and  order  passed,  361 :  ( 'ommissioners  appointed,  447 

Annual  report  of  Cocbituatc  Water  Hoard,  353 

Order  passed  for  (.'ommittee  on  Water  to  report  whether 
Mysiic  and  Cochituate  lakes  are  sutticient  for  supply,  352 

Order  passed  to  report  on  expediency  of  using  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate for  purification  of  Sudbury  Hiver  water,  371 

Discussion  on  consolidation  of  the  two  Water  Boards,  37  1391 

Order  jiassed  for  (Cochituate  Water  Board  to  report  action 
necessary  to  prevent  waste,  390 

Order  passed  for  examination  of  Charles  River  as  a  source 
of  supply,  402 

Report  and  order  passed  to  extend  main  water  pipe  from 
<  anal  St.  to  City  Sii.,  Charlcstown,  415 

Medical  Commission  authorized  to  report  in  print,  563 

Communication  from  Com.  on  Sewers  relative  to  water  sup- 
ply and  drainage,  569 

Orders  passed  to  petition  for  power  to  divert  Pegan  Brook, 
594 

Ordinance  passed  relating  to  water  rates,  .596 

Carder  passed  to  estat>Ush  pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate, 598 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  filling  vacancies  in  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  599 

Discussion  on  licensing  plumbers,  and  regulating  water  iix- 
tiires,  610 

Report  on  drainage  of  Mystic  Pond,  611 

l'c;iiion  for  supply  of  pure  water  for  Kast  Boston,  622 

Order  passed  to  consider  expe<liency  of  turning  Nonesuch 
Pond  into  Lake  Cochituate,  622 

Order  passed  for  survey  of  Flax  and  other  ponds  in  Lynn,  624 

Order  passed  for  licensing  of  plumbers,  627 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  petition  for  supply  from 
Charles  lUver,  ()2S 

Communication  from  B.  F.  Butler,  rel.ating  to  taking  Sud- 
bury River,  discussion,  and  reference,  629 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  bonding  land  for 
basins  on  Mystic  River,  641 

Sudbury  River  Sclieme,  discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to 
investigate  alleged  frauds,  641 

Report  on  Mystic  sewerage  referred  to  the  Com.  on  Water, 
611 

Otter  I  f  Sudbury  water  by  Essex  Company,  641 

Committee  from  Cochituate  Water  Board  on  contracting  for 
jdpes,  642 

'Report  referred  on  supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  643 

Report  on  expediency,  and  order  i)assed  authorizing  bond- 
ing of  land  for  Mysti<'  basins,  643 

Repint  atid  order  passed  for  surveys  for  Mystic  drainage,  643 

Report  and  order  passed  relating  to  com.  from  B.  F.  Butler, 
043 

Rcconsidcr.ation  refused  relative  to  licensing  plumbers,  647 

Members  of  Cochituate  Water  Hoard  elected,  662,  678 

Order  jiassed  to  report  ordinance  to  regulate  Mystic  Water 
R.Mtes,  61)6 

Mystii-  Water  Rates,  order  passed  to  fix  same  as  Cochituate, 
677 

Cotn.  from  Water  Board,  staling  refusal  of  proprietors  to 
give  iree  use  of  Sudbury  Kivcr,  679 

Motion  to  reconsider  Uen.  Butler's  offer,  discussed  and  laid 
on  table,  691 


Report  of  Medical  Commission,  695 

Report  of  Com.  accepted  relating  to  charges  of  fraud,  706 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  on  Water  Supply  for  E. 

Boston,  707 
Report  relating  to  supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  707 
Report  on  contracting  for  water-pipes,  707 
Onler  passed  to  contract  for  pipes,  715 
Order  passed  relative  to  temporary  supply  for  W.  Roxhury 

and  Brighton,  715 
Report,  discussion,  and  order  passed  relative  to  Water  Sup. 

ply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 
Report  and  order  to  seize  Sudbury  River,  and  amendment  to 

order  passed,  767 
Worthington  (Alderman)  remarks:  on  — 
The  Park  (lueslion.  17,  68 
Wilson's  Hotel.  War.l  19,  20  40 
Smith's  Riding  School.  31,  37,  50.  303 
Reprinting  Report  on  Water  Supply,  49 
Widening  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  64 
Charges  for  use  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  72 

I'lacing  Milk  Inspector  under  di  rection  of  Board  of  Health,  72 
Removal  of  I'addock  Elms,  76,  89,  92 
Licenses  for  Plumbers,  82 
Salaries  of  City  officers,  91,  93,  153,  205 
Naming  Curtis  Hall.  121 
The  Water  Supply,  105,  371 

Railw.ay  Station  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reser\-oir,  136,  153 
Metropolitan  R.  R.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 
Sale  of  Fort  Hill  Property,  150 
Appropriation  Bill,  167,181 
Water  Street  Extension,  168 
Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  173 
Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  182, 194,  288,  362 
Elevator  in  City  Hall,  222 
Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  239,  242 
Expenses  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  226 
Appropriation  for  Decoration  Day,  265,  270 
Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 
1'aking  old  High  School  House  for  armory,  289,  314 
Hampden  Street  District,  300 

Extending  name  of  Dudley  St.  through  Stoughton  St.,  314 
-Allowance  for  Fourth  July,  314 
Purchase  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  317,  360 
Widening  Shawmut  Ave.  between  Dudley  and  Guild  Sts.,336 
Appointment  of  engineers  to  examine  Water  Supply,  335 
Order  to  pay  SB.  lleustis  for  extra  sei  vice,  340 
Order  to  pave  Water  St.  with  wood.  358 
Contract  for  publishing  the  official  report,  370 
Consolidation  of  the  Water  Boards,  375 
Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  361 
Taking  Beacli  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  378 
Widening  Brattle  St  ,  430 
Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  435,  447 
Sale  of  (Jity's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Elliot  Sts.,  436 
Establishing  public  urinals,  448 
License  to  Benj.  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Sq.,  450 
Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 
Standpipes  in  public  buildings,  4.53 
Home  for  the  Poor,  460,  476,  501,506,  516,  580 
Widening  Guild  Row,  4.56 
Clciiiiing  and  Painting  Public  Library,  462 
Printing  Solicitor's  repoit  semi-annually,  463 
Grade  of  houses  above  tide  water,  478 
Enforcement  of  the  Grade  Law,  493 
Cellars  below  grade,  494,  584 
Repairs  of  armories,  540,  597 
Evening  Schools,  564 
Paving  city  passageways,  570 
Bridge  on  Ashland  St.,  578 
Standpipes  for  School-houses,  599 
Public  Parks,  594 
Licensing  Plumbers,  611 
Furnishing  Court  Uooms,613 
Wate-  for  East  Boston.  622 
General  Butler's  otter  of  Sudbury  River,  630 
Blockades  on  Tremont  St.,  647,  693 
Wideinng  School  St.,  687 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Sts.,  695,  711 
Extension  of  Swett  St.,  714,  718 
Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  716 
A ppleton  Temporary  Home,  716 
Water  from  Charles  River,  628 
'J"he  Law  Department,  738 
Naming  Post  Oftice  Square,  740 
Compensation  for  clerical  services,  741 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  744,  751 
Faneuil  Ilall  sidewalk,  752 
Ward  14  — 

Resignation  of  Clerk,  664 

FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  Th.anks  to  the  Mayor,  767 

Response  of  M.ayor,  767 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  768 

Response  of  Chairman,  7(58 

Order  passed  to  print  final  proceedings,  768 

Adjournment,  nine  die,  768 
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ORGANIZATION  AND  REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Called  to  ordor  hy  senior  member,  George  A.  Shaw,  1 

Address  of  Mr.  Shaw,  1 

Credentials  of  nieml)ers  received,  and  quorum  reported,  1 

Notice  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  of  quorum  present,  1 

Convention,  and  qualification  of  members,  1 

Edward  O.  t~liepard  elected  President,  1 

Address  of  President,  2 

Wusliiiigton  1».  Gregg  elected  Clerk,  2 

Oatli  of  uflice  adminintered  to  Clerk  by  Cily  Solicitor,  2 

Notice  to  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  Common  Coun- 
cil, 2 

Notice  from  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  that  body,  2 

Thursday  evening,  lialfpast  seven  o'clock,  assigned  for  regular 
meetings,  3 

ALPHABETICAL    INDEX. 

Adams.  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks:  on 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 

Salaries  of  Kiremen,  etc.,  146 

New  engine-houses,  2)9 

The  Water  Supply.  278,  347 

Nonesuch  I'ond  Water  Scheme,  675 
Annexation  — 

Treasurers  of  Charlestown,  W.  Roxbury,  and  Brighton, 
authorized  to  pay  bills,  3 

Bubordinate  employes  retained,  3 

Discusfion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  annexation  of 
Hrookline,  183 

Oi'der  relating  to,  and  discussion  on  general  annexation,  184 
Annual  reports  — 

Buiierinlendents  and  Boards  authorized  to  present  in  print,  4 
Appropriations  — 

Disposition  of  unexpended  appropriations  from  Charles- 
town.  W.  Roxbury.  and  Brighton,  11 

One-half  of  fees  for  dog  licenses  in  VV.  Roxbury  to  W.  Rox- 
bury Free  Library,  98 

Report  of  Committee,  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  and  order  re- 
lating to  Specific  Api^ropriations,  133 

Action  on  Approprialion  Bill,  141,  146,  162 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  on  transfers  for  closing  busi- 
ness of  linaneial  year.  I.j9 

Adherence  to  amendment  to  Appropriation  Bill,  174 

Concurrence  in  amendment  to  Appropriation  Bill,  $20,000 
for  school-house  site,  Everett  Dist.,  and  omission  of 
State  Tax.  197 

$150  per  annum  for  ringing  bell  of  Unitarian  Church, 
Brighton,  325 

$344  35  for  reception  and  entertainment  of  Philadelphia 
delegation,  385 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  provide  means  for,  pur- 
chase of  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  also  to  take  the 
property,  4<j6 

Discussion  on  transfers  for  certain  school-houses,  Common, 
etc.,  517 

Order  passed  to  charge  expense  of  laying  out  Hunneman 
St,  to  Northampton  St.  District,  755 

Order  passed  to  pay  J.  II.  Jenkins  $400  for  services  as  Clerk 
of  Com.  on  Streets.  755 

Order  passed  to  pay  bills  of  certain  city  officers  for  extra 
services,  756 
Appropriations,  additional  — 

spln.OOO  for  Overseers  of  Poor,  145 

$36,000  for  Fire  Department,  145 

$2,500  for  Assessors'  Department,  145 

$1,500  for  reporting  and  publishing  proceedings  of  City 
Council,  245 

$250.04  for  Hlling  flats  rear  of  Harvard  Cemetery,  Charles- 
town,  347 

$4,400  for  grading  and  paving  yard  of  Lowell  School-house, 
Ward  15,  536 

$27,700  on  Bennet  School-house,  Brighton,  536 

$2,000  for  land  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  Sts,,  536 
Appropriations,  transfers  authorized  — 

$700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Common,  80 

$3,300 to  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings,  80 

$10,000"  "  "     to  House  of  Correction,  80 

$5.0U0     "  <•  "     to  Bridges,  98 

$36,000  •'  "  "     to  Kil-c  Department,  159 

$10,000  "  "  '•     to  Overseers  of  Poor,  159 

$10,000 to  House  of  Industry,  159 

$^,000     "  "  "     to  East  Boston  Ferries.  1.59 

$1,730.39  from  Pauper  Expenses  to  House  of  Industry,  159 


$16,376.42  from  widening  Hanover  St.  No.   2  to  Widening 

Hanover  St..  159 
$3,900  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Salaries,  310 
-  $'),200    "  ■'  ••      to   Primary  School-house,  East 

Boston,  445 
$6  000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  446 
$27,700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Bennett  Grammar  School, 

Brighton,  536 
$4,400  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Grammar  School,  Ward  15, 

536 
$2,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Cottage  Place  School  site,  536 
$700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Common,  etc.,  536 
$30,000  from  Water  Works  to  Water  Works  in  Wards,  13, 

14.15  and  16,  566 
$20,000  from  R(>served  Fund  to  Water  Works  in  Wards  13, 

14,  15  and  16,  566 
$1,500  from  Incidental  Expenses  to  Contingent  Fund  for 

Board  of  Aldermen,  566 
$2,500  from  Reserved  Fund  to  standpipe  in  Public  Library, 

592 
$500  from  Reserved  Fund  to  King  St.  School-house,  593 
$5,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Armories,  616 
$1,200  from   Quarantine    for    repairs  on    steamer   Samuel 

Little,  631 
$2,900  from  Reserved  Fund  to  ChurchSt.  District,  761 
$27,0110  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Public  Buildings,  761 
$48.36  assessed  tax,  to  Grammar  School  site,  761 
$77,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Shawmut  Ave  ,  761 
$42,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Leverett  St.,  761 
$73,000  from  lieserved  Fund  to  widening  Commerce  St.,  761 
$2,000  from  Quarantine,  for  steamer  Samuel  Little,  761 
Army  and  Navy  Moiiument  — 

Order  passed  to  appoint  Committee,  10 
Art  Museum  — 

Order  passed  for  trustees  to  receive  bequest  of  Charles  Sum- 
ner. 243 
Armories  — 

Discussion  on  extra  appropriations,  616 
Assessors  — 

Report  accepted  on  eligibility  of  E.  B.  Spinney  and  A.  G. 

Wyman.  81 
Auditor  of  ^Vceounts  — 

Estimates  for  1874-5.  110 

Order  passed  for  printing  5,.500  copies  annual  report,  272 

Badifes  — 

Discussion  on,  23 

Discus.-'ion  on,  and  order  passed  for  appointment  of  commit- 
tee to  procure,  34 
Ballast  Lighlers  — 

Discussion  on  filling  vacancies,  and  reference  to  next  City 
Council.  255 
Barnes  Mr.,  Ward  11  —  remarks:  on 

Tlie  Siilary  Bill,  108 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  382 

Resolutions  passed  relative  to  death  of,  504 
Barry,  Mr.,  Ward  7  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  35 

Salary  of  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge.  291 

Site  for  school-house,  Lawrence  District,  445 

Soup  fur  the  Poor,  685 
Bixths  —  see  Public  Baths. 
Beal,  Mr.  Ward  16  —  remarks  :  on 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  Boston  College,  97 

The  Buriill  Claim,  247 

Water  Supply  from  Charles  River,  604 
Bearce,  Mr.,  Ward  11  —  remarks:  on 

The  Water  Supply,  348 

Sudbury  River  scheme,  728 

Swett  Street  Extension,  758 
Boardman,  Mr.,  Ward  14  — 

Elected  President  ^ro  <fw.,  363 
Remai  ks :  on 

Death  of  Charles  Sumner,  128 

The  appropriation  Bill,  174 

Allowance  to  G.  A.  R.  for  Decoration  Day,  243 

Salary  of  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  290 

The  Water  Supply,  329 

Death  of  Councilnian  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  504 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  674 

Sudlmry  Kiver  Scheme,  761 

Thanks  to  President,  765 
Bonds  — 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  converting  Charles- 
town  $5,000  bonds,  439 
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Report  iiicxpfdiont  to  convert  Charlostowii   $3,000   bondu 
into  §l.Uilil  ;ic(H'i)ted,  511 
Bonds  of  City  OilU'crs  — 

Ordor  piissod  tor  annual  cxiiniiiiiition,  323 
Report  accepted,  correct  and  »uiUcient,  565 
Boston  and  Albany  K.  11. — 

Order  i)as.sed  to  petition  for  change  of  location,  78 
Braekett.  Mr.,  Ward  10  — 

Kleeted  Vrc^idiMit  pro  tern.,  381 
Remarks :  on 
Coiiiniitlee  on  Judiciarv,  12 
Bunker  Hill  District.  2ij 
The  Salary  ISili,  110,  1:',2,  IGO,  178,  200 
'I'lio  .\pi)ropriation  I5ill,  144,  lf)2 
Salaries  of  Kirenien.  etc.,  i:i2,  100,  178,  200 
'I'lio  Appropriatioii  Bill,  144   102 
f^alaries  ot  Kirenien.  etc..  146 
General  Annexation.  185 
rayniciil  of  Normal  School  Teacher.s,  216 
Tlic  Biirrill  Claim,  216,  2.)9 
Amending  sect.  17  Rules  and  Ordcr.«,  261 
Consolidaiiiii;  the  Water  Boards,  444 
Death  of  Councilman  llillman  H    Barne.«,  50t 
Raisiiif;  buildings  on  territory  l)ounded  by  Wasliinsfton  St., 

Harrison  .Vve.,  Maiden  atul  East  Canton  Sts.,  533 
Drainage  of  Mystic  Basin,  617 
Water  Supply.  621 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  637 
Kmployment  for  the  I'oor.  660 
Soup  for  the  I'oor,  700,  7:!5 
Thanks  to  President,  765 
Bridges  — 

Report  of  Commissioners  of  bridges  between  Boston  and 

Cambridge,  32 
Discus>i()ii  on  construction  of  new  bridge  between  Boston 

and  Cambridge,  78 
Order  passed  relative  to  pay  of  Supts.  of  Charlestown  and 

Brighton.  08 
Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  order  passed  authorizing  contract  for 

construction,  418 
Ordiu  mcc   passed   for   election   of   Supts.   of   Charlestown 

bridges.  423 
Superintendents  appointed  temporarily.  439 
Request  for  license  to  build  bridge  over  South  Bay,  408, 
Superintendents  elected,  5i:i6 

Eastern  Ave.,  order  passed  passed  to  change  grade  of  draw. 
575 
Buildings  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  giving  Com.  on  Survey,  etc.,  full 

powers,  32 
Order  passed  relative  to  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  roofs, 

60 
Report  accepted  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  remonstrance  against 

Boston  College,  79 
Order  passed   relative  to  change  of  restrictions  in  building 

Boston  College,  79 
Report  relating  to  ordinance  for  three  additional  inspectors, 

78 
Discussion  on  order  for  removal  of  restrictions  on  Boston 

College,  97 
Vote  to  recede,  and  concur  with  Aldermen,  relative  to  re- 
strictions on  Boston  College,  113 
Concurrence  in  reference  of  order  relating  to  railway  station 

near  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  163 
Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  iu  relation  to  regulation  and 

inspection,  174 
Report  accepted,  not  competent  for  City  Council  to  delegate 

powers  given  by  statute,  174 
Order  passed  relating  to  sale  of  Boston  Post  estate,  406 
Order  passed  lor  sale  by  public  auction  of  11  and  37  Wash- 
ington Sq.,  413 
Order  pas.scd  for  rep.iir  of  Armory  buildingon  Maverick  St., 

424 
Oliver  L.  Shaw  confiimed  as  Inspector,  5.30 
Report  aceei>ted.  leave  to  withdraw,  on  extension  of  building 
limits,  6nl 
Bunker-Hill  District  — 

Discussion  on  mmiing,  26 
Burditt,  Mr..  Ward  I(i  —  remarks:  on 
Tbe  Park  question.   14 
Wilson's  Hotel.  Ward  19,  23,  43,  60,  79 
Bunker-Hill  District,  27 
Removal  of  old  .Mather  School-house,  59 
The  Salary  Bill,   1U8,  132.  178,  2il4 
Adding  stories  to  Faneuil  Hall  Market  building,  112 
Hiring  pari  of  .N'iies  Block.   131 
Sale  of  lands  on  Kort  Hill.  141 
Salaries  of  Firemen  etc  ,  146 
The  .Vppropriatioii  Bill,  162 
Employing  a  City  .\rchitect.  248,273 
The  new  engine  houses,  2.19 
The  Water  Supply.  3J3 

Purch.aseof  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church.  405 
New  (irammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St.,  Charlestown, 

4:;8 
Ferry  passes  to  city  employes.  446 
Transfers  from  Reserved  Kund.  517 
Expenditures  on  Mather  Schoolhouse,  537 


Fast  driving  in  the  streets,  589,  638 
Steam  pump  and  lire  pipe  in  City  Hall,  591 
Staiidpipe  for  Public  Eibrary,  592 

Caton.  Mr..  Ward  11  — 

Elected  to  fill  vacancy.  547 

Appointed  on  committee  on  Public  Institutions,  549 

"  "  "         '•  Common  and  I'ublic  Grounds, 

549 
Remarks  on  Water  Rates,  593 
Cawlev,  Mr.,  Ward  2  —  remarks:  on 
The  Salary  Bill,  200 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  6J6,  684.  735 
Employment  for  the  Poor,  660 
Killing  vacancies,  Inspectors  of  lighters,  755 
Cemeteries  — 

Com.  on  Mt.  Hope  appointed  for  Cedar  Grove,  42 

Evergreen,  order  passed  relative  to  expenses.  78 

Wood  lawn,  order    passed    to   cancel    contract    by   city  of 

Charlestown.  439 
Mt.  Hope,  —  Reports  accepted  inexpedient  to  purchase  addi- 
tional land,  and  inexpedient  to  grant  $4,200  more  for 

receiving  tomb,  557 
City  Charter  — 

Resolve  passed  for  commissioners  to  report  in  time  to  obtain 

action  at  present  session  of  Legislature,  62 
City  Council  — 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  last  year,  as  amended,  adopted,  10 
Order  passed  relating  to  publishing  proceedings,  325 
Discussion  on  the  contract  for  the  official  report,  and  refer- 
ence 10  Special  Committee,  381 
Report,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  Globe  Publishing 

Co.  respecting  award  of  contract,  accepted,  511 
Invitation    accepted  to  witness  parade  of   Roman  Catholic 

Temperance  societies,  533 
Mr.  Caton  .appointed  to  vacancies  in  joint  committees.  549 
Invitation  accepted  to  attend  dedication  of  Brighton  Branch 

Library,  566 
City  Engineer  — 

Annual  n'port,  57 

Onler  passed  to  purchase  furniture  and  supplies,  80 
City  Hospital  — 

Resignation  of  C.  J.  Proscott.  trustee,  accepted,  5 

Order  passed  to  report  in  print,  2S1 

Gift  of  $1,000  from  George  Goodnow,  386 

A.  H.  Caton  elected  Trustee,  557 

Order  passed  to  report  iuforniation  in  regard  to  greenhouse, 

558 
Communication  relating  to  greenhouse,  576 
City  Ordinances  — 

Order  passed  to  prepare  and  print  Digest,  439 
City  Publications  — 

Order  passed  for  Ordinance  relating  to  disposal  of,  290 

Discussion  on  care  of  City  Documents.  3U 

Report,  discussion,  and  ordinance  passed  relating  to  City 

Documents.  .5:33 
Order  passed  authorizing  index  to  City  Documents,  557 
Amendment  of  Ordinance  referred,  576 
Ordinance  passed  authorizing  sale,  670 
Order  passed  for  Binding  City  Documents,  and  Proceedings 

of  City  CouiKtil,  764 
Order  passed  to  pay  $500  to  Clerk  of  Council  for  service  in 

preparing  Journal,  764 
City  Registrar  — 

Annual  report,  325 
City  Solicitor  —  see  Law  Department. 
City  Surveyor  — 

Authorized  to  purchase  necessary  materials,  32 
City   Stables  —  order  passed  to    sell    city   stable    on   Polk  St., 

Charlestown,  517 
Additional  .shed,  and  storeroom  authorized  at  South  and 

West  City  Stables.  536 
Order  passed  to  set  apart  land  for  Healih  and  Paving  Dept., 

547 
Claims  — 

Burrill  Claim,  discussion  on.  24,  218.  246,  2o8 

report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  134 

Order  to  pay  $^"),00  i  to  Smith  &  McGaiagle,  80 

Order  pa-sed  to  petition  for    act  authorizing    payment  of 

certain  bills,  511 
New  certificate  to  Mary  R.  Gibbens,  667 
Clocks  — 

Order  passed  to  accept  clock  of  So.  Evangelical  Soc,  W. 

Roxbury,  38 j 
Order  passed  to   jiay  for  care  of  clock  on  church  of  So. 

Evangelical  Soc,  406 
Committees  — See  Introductory  Note;  also  Special  Committees. 
Common  Council  — 

Journal,  order  passed  for  preparing  and  printing,  3 

Personal  explanations  by  the  I'resiilent,   6,  13 

Request  to  appoint  members  Special  Police,  2o 

Members  appointi'd  Special  Police.  33 

Order  passed  changing  hour  of  meeting  to  eight  o'clock,  217 

Discussions   on   the   expediency  of   Informal  Conventions, 

234 
Order  for  amending  sec.  17  of  Rules  and  Orders,  251 
Communication   from  reporters,  relating  to  statement  con- 
cerning Globe  reports,  406 
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Decision  on  parliamentary  rule,  relating  to  adjournments 
without  a.  quorum,  43S,  469 

Special  meeting  called  July  31st,  484 

Special  meeting  called  Aug.  t,  481 

Kemarks  and  resolutions  passed  relative  to  death  of  Coun- 
cilman Hillraan  B.  Barnes.  Ward  11,  504 

Order  passed  to  drape  seat  of  late  Mr.  Barnes,  504;  arrange- 
ments for  funeral,  504 

Order  passed  notifying  vacancy  occasioned  by  decease  of 
Hillman  B.  Barnes,  624 

Qaalilication  of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  547 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  — 

Order  passed  for  land  between  Columbus  Ave.,  Eliot  St. 
extended,  and  Pleasant  St.,  to  be  set  apart  as  a  public 
ground,  217 

Orders  passed  authorizing  expenditures,  245 

Concurrence  in  amendment  to  order  relating  to  vacant  lot 
between  Columbus  Ave.,  Eliot  St.,  and  Pleasant  St.,  245 

Order  to  ascertain  cause  of  destruction  of  trees,  261 

Discussion  on  removal  of  aspbalt,  307 

Discussion  on  bird-liousos,  3ii9 

Order  passed  to  purchase  bird-houses,  325 

$3,4011  additional  for  layiiig  out,  grading,  etc.,  square  on 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  325 

Order  passed  to  provide  music,  350;  notice  of  non-concur- 
rence, 364 

$1,300    additional  for  loam,  386 

$10,000         "  •'   labor,  388 

$800  "  "   sods,  386 

$6,500  "  "   plants,  386 

$1,000  "  "   team-work,  445 

$1,200  "  "    Blaekstone  and  Franklin  Squares,  445 

$2,200  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason-work,  and  painting, 
445 

$800  additional  for  sods,  445 

Order  relating  to  estates  adjoining  Orchard  Park,  448,  464 

Order  passed  for  sate,  by  auction,  of  old  greenhouse,  Public 
Garden,  464 

Report  and  order  authorizing  contract  for  granite  curb,  etc., 
relerred  to  Committee  on  Finance,  with  leave  to  report 
to  either  branch.  464;  report  and  orders  submitted  to 
Council,  464;  orders  reported  substitnted  for  i)revious 
orders,  and  I.aid  on  table,  46);  ordi-r  to  consider  expe- 
diency of  widening  Tremont  St.,  discussed,  and  laid  on 
table,  465;  order  to  consider  expediency  of  dividing  Bos- 
ton Common  into  house-lots  discussed  and  indefinitely 
postponed,  465 

Order  passed  for  improvement  of  Washington  Park,  522 

Order  passed  for  iron  fence  and  improvements  in  square  on 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  522 

Discussion  on,  and  order  p.assed  for  erection  of  fountain  in 
Independence  Sq  ,  522 

Order  passed  relative  to  public  park  on  Back  Bay  Square, 
565 

$600  additional  for  team-work,  575 

$5,000  for  labor  on  public  grounds,  575 

Discussion  on  Greenhouse  for  Public  Garden,  591 

$203.50  for  improvement  of  Kagle  Sq..  E.  Boston,  616 

$112.50  additional  for  purchase  of  loam,  616 

$800  additional  for  fences,  etc.,  616 

$50  additional  for  p;agle  Sq.,  755 

$461,62  additional  for  tools  and  repairs,  755 

$232.30         *'  '•    lumber,     carpentering,     mason-work, 

and  painting,  755 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

President  authorized  to  approve  bills,  11 
County  of  Suflblk  — 

Indefinite  postponement  of  order  to  place  fence  on  roof  of 
Court  House,  32 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for,  building  prison  car- 
riage, 418 
Crocker,  Mr..  Ward  6  —  remarks :  on 

Bunker-Hill  District,  27 

Badges,  3-3 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  44 

Xew  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge.  78 

Kemoval  of  restrictions  on  Boston  College,  79,  97,  113 

The  Salary  Bill,  132.  161,  176,  197 

The  W.ater  Supply,  235.  275.  2it4.  334,  590,  619 

The  expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  255 

Kemoval  of  restrictions  on  estates  on  So.  Market  St.,  243 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  3J9 

Care  of  City  Documents,  311 

Interest  on  taxes,  345 

Small-pox  hospital,  364 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  382 

Consolidating  Water  Boards,  422,  444,  466 

Sale  of  city  publications,  !i3'i,  576 

Title  to  City  I'roperty  in  Ward  19,  536 

Kmployment  for  the  Poor,  6.')8 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  671,  676,  6S6,  702 

Sudbury  River  Scheme,  727,  76t 
Crowley,  Mr.,  Ward  7 —  remarks:  on 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 

Sale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill,  141 

Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 

The  Salary  Bill,  175,  201 

New  engine-houses,  245,  260 


Salary  of  Supt.  of  Dover  Street  Bridge,  290 
Site  fiir  School-house,  Lawrence  District,  4i 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  657,  685 


5,  445 


Dacey,  Mr.,  Ward  20  —  remarks  :  on 

Badges,  24,  35 

Bunker-Hill  District,  26 

Restrictions  on  Boston  College,  79 

Election  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  106 

The  Salary  Bill,  107,  131,  160,  175 

Sale  of  laud  to  .Mass.  Char.  Mech.  Assoc,  130 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  142,  162 

General  Annexation,  186 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  244 
'  Salary  of  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  272,  290 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  i509 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  382 

New  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St.,  Charlestown, 
438 

Consolidating  Water  Boards,  422,  466 

p"crry  passes  to  city  employes,  446 

Widening  Tremont  St.  on  Boston  Common,  405 

Home  for  the  Poor,  521 

Waste  Water,  588 

Steam-pump  and  fire-pipe  in  City  Hall,  591 

Stand-pipe  for  Public  Library,  592 

Water  R.ates,  593 

Licensing  Plumbers,  605 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  650,  685,  700,  734 

Employment  for  the  I  'oor,  6.')9 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  6S6,  701 

Mystic  water  rates,  070 

Prospect-street  School-house,  703 

Sudbury  River  Scheme,  725,  704 

Killing  vacancies,  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  755 

Thanks  to  President,  765 
Day,  Mr.,  Ward  1  — rem.arks:  on 

Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  404 

Ferry  passes  to  city  employes,  446 
Dean,  Mr.,  Ward  12 — 

Elected  President  ;)ro  tern.,  404 
Remarks :  on 

Committee  on  Judiciary,  12 

The  Water  Supply,  25," 34,  61,  232,  274,  275,  233,  331,  350,  385, 
590,  618 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  land  of  Boston  College,  97 

'J'he  Salary  Bill,  108,  131,  lOJ,  178,  198,  249 

De.ath  of  Charles  Snmncr,  128 

Sale  of  land  to  Mass.  ( 'bar.  Mech.  Assoc,  130 

The  .Appropriation  Bill,  144 

Salaries  of  firemen,  etc.,  146 

Closing  Transfers  of  financial  year,  159 

General  .\nnexation,  186 

Establishment  of  Hoard  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  159 

Taking  gravel  from  Long  Island,  217 

Assistance  to  City  Solicitor,  229 

Expediency  of  Informal  t'onventions,  234 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  243 

Employing  a  City  Architect,  248 

New  engine-houses,  2.59 

Ordinance  relating  to  removal  of  m.anure,  263 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  440,  466 

Home  for  the  Poor,  518,  523 

Fountain  in  Independence  Square,  523 

The  proposed  Nautical  School,  558,  566 

Fast  driving  in  the  streets,  665,  038 

Waste  Water,  587 

Public  Park,  593 

I>u!uping  engines  .at  Lake  Coehituate,  603 

Preliminary  statement  from  Medical  Commission,  6J3 

Water  Supply  from  Charles  River,  604 

Licensing  I'lumbers,  605 

Dr.ainage  of  Mystic  Rasin,  617 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  632,  702 

Proposed  new  Water  Board,  038 

Sudbury  River  Scheme,  728,  762 

Soup  for  the  I 'oor,  734 

Swett  St.  Extension,  760 

Books  for  Law  I  )cpartment,  760 

'I'hanks  to  President,  765 
Dedh.am  St.  District  — 

Report  and  order  passed  in  new  draft,  591 
Denny,  Mr.,  Ward  9  — 

Elected  President />ro  tern.,  10 
Remarks  :  on 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  3,  631,  656 

Public  Park,  3 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  23,  60 

Garden  District,  27 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc,  34,  674,  701 

Bemoval  of  old  .VLather  School-house,  59 

The  Salary  Rill,  107 

'I'he  Water  Supply,  232,  260,  275,  .348,  620 

Expediency  of  inf.n-mal  Conventions,  234 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  244 

Hospital  for  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  307,  363 

Interest  on  taxes,  .323,  345 

Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  404 
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Consoliilating  Water  BoardB,  419,  422,  440,  407 
])('atli  of  Councilman  Uillmaii  li.  Uarnes,  504 
M'lislo  Walor,  fjSS 
Ftaiid-pipc  for  I'utilk;  library,  r)n2 
J'liinpiiiK  t'Mi;iiK'K  at  I  ake  C'oohituate,  602 
J  ir:iiii;iin'  of  M\>tic  lla^in,  <JI7 
KiHlilo.viiK'iit  for  the  I'ooi,  ti.VJ 
.Nonesuch  I'oiid  Watur  SL-hfiiio,  673 
Biulbury  Kiver  Silioine,  704,  720 
bwt'tt  St.  Kxtensiun,  760 
aiiiajju  —  see  also  Sewers, 
c-tony  Brook,  Mayor  authorized  to  sign  agreement,  245 


Eastern  H.  R.  — 

OnUr  passed  to  petition  for  cliange  of  location,  78 
Elections  — 

Ucpiirt  and  order  passed  accepting   act  establishing  Regis 
trars  of  Voters,  and  regulating  Voting  Lists,  216 
Elections.  Municipal  — 

Reports  of  Cuniniitlees,  4 

Miotiii  I>yncli  superseded  by  "W.Elliot  Woodward,  4 

lli'jjorton  Ward  1')  accepted,  2j 
Kmploynient  for  the  I'oor  — 

J^iscussion,  and  order  p.assed,  658 

Notice  of  rejection  by  Board  of  Aldermen,  667 

Ferries  — 

Order   passed  for  new  drop   and   tank,  and  for  coal-shed 

216 
Order  passed  to  repave  avenues  in  city   proper  and   East 

15osion.  leading  to  North  Keriy,  216 
Report,  discussion,  and  order  laid  on  table  for  free  passes  to 

city  employes,  446 
Samuel  15.  Hopkins  elected  Director,  547 
Fire  Department  — 

Report  of  Commissioners  for  Dec,  4 
Discussion  on  referring  report  of  Commissioners.  81 
Order  j)assed  relative  to  increasing  members.  113 
Discussion  on,  and  ordcrpassed  relative  to  salaries,  146 
Ordin.uice  passed  to  amend  ordinance  to  establish  Fire  De- 

l)artment,  163 
Reports  o!i  new  engine-houses,  258 
Discussion  on,  and  orders  passed  for,  erection  of  newengine- 

lioiise  on  Dover  and  D.^rtmouili  Sts.,250 
Discussion  on  delay  (jf  annual  rei)ort,  4u6 
Commissioners'  report  for  June,  423 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  August,  511 
Order  passed  to  pay  $150  to  family  of  Mark  W.  Hayes,  54!) 
Order  passed  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock  §500  for   lurnishing 

true  meridian  time,  587 
Reporl  accepted  relative  to  protection  in  Ward  17,  658 
Uil)oit  of  Kire  (Jommi.<sioners  for  Nov., 686 
Flynn.  Mr..  Ward  7  —  remarks:  on 
'l'b('  I'ark  question,  14 
Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  23 
I'.adges,  24.  35 
The  Water  Supply,  25,  329 
]!nid;er  liill  District,  26 
(xardi'n  District,  27 
Extension  of  Swell  St.,  32 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  78 
liefi'iriug  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 
J.'emoval  of  restrictions  on  Boston  College,  97 
I'ublic  urinals.  OH 

■|  he  Salary  Bill.  107. 131.  160,  175,  197 
Sale  of  land  to  Mass.  Char.  Mecb.  Assoc,  130 
Hiiiiig  pan  of  Niles'  block,  131 
Consoliilation  of  Water  Boards,  133,  419,444,  467 
Sale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill.  141 
The  Api)ropriation  Bill,  142,  162 
Taking  gravel  from  Long  Island,  218 
Salaiies  of  Reuistrars  of  Voters,  243 
Armory  of  Co.^F,  First  Reg   Inf.  246 
Salary 'of  Supt.  Dover  St.  15ridge,  272 
I'nrehase  of  I'.eacli  St  I're.sbyterian  Church,  405 
A\'  idening  of  Shawmut  Ave..  425 
Site  for  Sch(>ol-lioiise,  Lawrence  Di-strict,  425,  445 
Widening  of  Tremont  St.,  on  Boston  Common,  465,  548 
Sale  of  city  pul>Iications,  534 
Fast-driving  in  the  street,  565,  589,  638 
I'ublic  Bark,  593 

Water  supply  from  Charles  River,  603 
Invesligaiion  of  assertions  ot  jobljery,  etc.,  6-32,  661 
Sou])  for  llie  Boor,  631,  054,  l)S'4,  700 
Employment  for  the  I'oor,  660 
Widen'ing  School  St.,  686 
Sudbury  River  Scheme,  725 
Filling  vacancies.  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  755 
Swett  SI   E.\lension,  760 
Fort  Hill  Property  — 

J)iscussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  sell,  141 
Order  passed  to  ex.imiiie   title,  and  report  conditions  city 
inav  prescribe,  468 
Fort  Hill  Wharf- 
Order  passed  to  place  in  charge  of  Raving  Department,  368 
Fourlhof.July- 

Order  passed  for  Celebrating,  292 
Discussion  on  appropriations,  310 


Concurrence    with  Board  i-f  Aldermen    in   appropriating 
$20,000,  324 
Funds  — 

Order  passed  on  disposal  of  Brighton  and  Charlestown  In- 
vested Funds,  325 

Report   accepted   of   Treasurer's  Accounts  of  Gibson  and 
Stovigliton  Trust  Funds,  381 

Order  passed  relative   to    trustees  of  Charlcstown   Toor's 
Fund,  511 

Report  relating  to  West  Roxbury  funds  appropriated  in  aid 
of  Eliot  School.  511 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  change  custody  of  Cbarles- 
town  Boor  Fund,  547 

G.  A.  R.— 

Invitation  from  Post  26  for  Decoration  Day,  accepted,  218 
Discussion  on  allowing  each  I'ost  $200  for  Decoration  Day, 

244 
Order  passed  to  allow  &200  to  N.  P.  Banks  Array  and  Navy 
Veteran  Corjjs  for  Decoration  Day,  257 
Garden  District  — 

Discussion  on  naming,  27;  indefinitely  postponed,  62 

n.impden  St.  District  — see  Swett  St.  District. 
Harbor  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  report  on  taking  gravel 

from  Long  Island,  217 
Communications  from  Mayor,  Harbor  Commis.sioners,  and 

General  Thom.  relating  to  taking  of  gravel,  248 
Report  accepted  relative  to   removal  of  gravel  from  Long 

Island.  257 
Order  passed  to  pay  Commonwealth  for   tide   water  dis- 
placed, 533 
Harringion,  Mr  ,  Ward  8  —  remarks  :  on 
The  Salary  Bill,  109,  132,  197 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  143 
Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 
Fourth  July,  310,  324 

Widening  Tremont  St.  on  Boston  Common,  465 
Health,  Board  of — 

Communication  relating  to  public  urinals,  445 
Order  passed  authorizing  locations  of  public  urinals,  464 
Appointment  of  Henry  G.  Crowell  coutirmed,  vice  Albert 
T.  Whiting  resigned,  700 
Health  Department  — 

Sup't  authorized  to  purchase  hay  and  grain,  etc.,  32 
Contract  authorized  for  removal  of  house  oflal,  East  Boston, 

and  \V .  Koxbury,  272 
Order  passed   to  report  action  taken  in  regard  to  public 

urinals,  3.50 
Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to  public 
liealth,  Indefiiiilely  postponed,  363 
Home  for  tlie  I'oor —  see  Public  Institutions, 
llunnewcll,  Mr.,  Ward  19  —  remarks:  on 
Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  --3,  43 
The  Water  supply,  61 

Railway  station  near  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  133 
'J'lie  Appropriation  Bill.  142 
Sudbury  River  Scheme,  729 

Kent,  Mr.,  Ward  21  —  rem.arks  :  on 

Bunker-Hill  District,  26 

The  Salary  Bill,  108,  1:31 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  174 

The  Water  Supply,  233,  231,  350,  364 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  243 

Emploj'ing  a  City  Architect,  273 

New  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St.,  Charlest'n,  439 

Celebration  of  17th  June,  274 

General  Annexation,  385 

Death  of  t'ouucilmau  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  504 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  632 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  685 

Sudliury  River  Scheme,  704,  730 
Kimball,  Mr.,  W^ard  6  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  23,  34 

AVilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  44 

The  Salary  Bill,  108,  131,  178,  202 

Sale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill,  141 

Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  234 

The  Burrill  Claim,  246,  259 

The  Water  Supply,  279 

I'urchaso  of  Beaeli  St.  Prcsh3-terian  Church,  405 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  444 

Home  for  the  Poor,  520,  523 

Titl(!  to  City  Property  in  Ward  19,  537 

Fast-driving  in  the  streets,  565,  589 

Standpipe  for  Public  Library,  590,  592 

Vacancies  in  Coehituate  Water  Board,  616 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc,  636,  671,  701 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  606 

Swett  St.  Extension,  757 
King  Kalakaua  — 

Order  passed  for  reception,  725 

Lamp  Department  — 

Order  p.-issed  to  set  apart  portion  of  city's  land  on  Albany 

St.,  323 
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Law  Departraent  — 

City  Solicitor,  Annual  report,  57 

Order  passed  relative  to  semi-annual  reports,  78 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  dispense  with  semi-annual 
reports,  106 

Reconsideration  relating  to  semi-annual  reports,  and  recom- 
mittal, 135 

Order  passed  to  furnish  temporary  assistance  to  City  Solici- 
tor, 229 

Order  passed  to  transfer  Mass.  Reports  fi-om  Dorchester  to 
City  Solicitor's  office,  244 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  city  property  in 
Ward  19,  536 

Order  jjassed  to  purchase  law  hooks,  760 
Leach,  Mr.,  Ward  lu^ remarks:  on 

Conveyance  of  land  to  Mass.  Char.  Mech.  Asso.  for  site  for 
building,  131 

The  Salary  Bill,  132,175 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  162 

Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  235 

Salary  of  Siip't  Dover  St.  Bridge,  290 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  3S3 

Swett  St.  Extension,  769 
Legislative  Matters  — 

Order  passed  for  committee  to  look  after  all  acts  for  annexa- 
ation,  etc.,  97 
Loans  — 

$100,000  for  Devonshire  St.  extension,  78 

$200,000  for  extension  of  Washington  St.  and  Haymarket 
Sq.,  97 

Rcport  relating  to  loan  of  $1,620,000  for  Burnt  District,  113 

$1,020,000  for  Burnt  District  Loan,  159 

$200,000  for  Korlhampton  St.  District,  174 

$60,000  for  Water  for  Wards  13,  14,  15,  16,  17  and  19,291,  307, 
325 

$4,000,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  347 

$194,000  for  widening  Beach  St.,  445 

$57,000  additional  for  Street  Improvement  Loan,  Beach  St., 
445 
Long,  Mr.,  Ward  22  —  remarks  :  on 

Bunker-Hill  District,  26 

Allowance  for  Decoi-ation  Day,  243 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  383 
Loring,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —remarks  ;  on 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  79 

The  Salary  Bill,  108,  161,  201 

Police  Boat,  131 

Employing  a  City  Architect,  248,  273 

Salary  of  Snp't  Dover  St.  Bridge,  272,  290 

Interest  on  taxes,  324,  346 

Home  for  the  I'oor,  521,  523 

Extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  533 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  637,  671 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  660 

Soup  for  the  I'oor,  735 

Swett  St.  Extension,  759 

Mayor  — 

Requested  to  furnish  copy  of  Inaugural  Address  for  print- 
ing. 3 
Report  on  disposiiion  of  topics  in  Inaugural  Address,  11 
Authorized  to  pay  execulions  and  judgments  of  courts,  13 
Communication  on  taking  gravel  from  l^oiig  Island,  24S 
Communication  on  work  under  contract  for  Water  Supply, 

575 
Communication  transmitting  statement  from  Medical  Com- 
mission, 602 
Martin,  Mr.,  Ward  7  —  remarks:  on 

Site  for  School-house  in  Lawrence  District,  425,  445 
Militia  — 

I'ayment  of  certain  bills  incurred  in  1873,  authorized,  34 

Co.  F.,  First  Keg.,  $25  for  rent  of  armory,  98 

Co.  1,  Ninth  Keg..  i.S;).40  for  taxes  paid  in  1873.  98 

Co.  Or,  Ninth  Keg..  $700  per  annum  fur  rent  of  armory.  98 

Co.  C,  First  Bat.  Cav.,  $800  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory, 

98 
Co.  K.  First  Keg.,  rent  of  former  armory,  discontinued,  and 

$1,600  aliov.'ed  for  I'ent  in  Washington  Hall,  112 
Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Inf.,  rent  of  old  armory,  discontinued,  and 

$1,000  per  annum  allowed  for  rent  of  new,  141 
First  Bat.  Inf.,  ;S450  for  rent  of  head-quarters,  148 
Co.  A.  First  Bat.   Inf.,  rent   in    Minol   Hall,  discontinued, 

and  $l,t)Ou  allowed  for  rent  in  Concoid  Hall.  148 
First  Co.  of  Cadets,  $500  to  repair  and  furnish  armory,  174 
Co.  H.  Fifth  Keg.,  repairs  authorized.  174 
Repairs  authorized  in  buildingon  Maverick  St.,  East  Boston, 

174 
First  Bat.  Light  Art.,  $150  for  rent  of  head-quarters,  174 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  authorized  to  fire  salutes, 

244 
Co.  K.  Ninth   Reg.,  order  passed  to  discontinue  rent  of  ar- 
ninry  in  Thiid  St.,  and  to  nilow  $S6u  peraniuiin  for  rent, 
ami  $250  to  furnisli  nrniory  143  Broadway,  245 
Co.  C,  Fust  13nt.  Cav.,  order  passed  to  tit  up  armory,  245 
Co.  F,  First  Keg.  Inf ,  discussion,  and  order  passed  to  fur- 
nish armory,  245 
Amendment  of  order  to  take  old  High  School  for  armory,  311 


Co.  I,  First  Keg.,  order  passed  to  discontinue  rent  of  armory, 
344. 

Co.  (i.  Ninth  Reg  Inf.,  $225  to  fit  up  armory,  .385 

Co.  H,  Fifth  Keg.  Inf..  $i25  to  fit  up  armory,  ^85 

Fifth  Keg.  Inf  ."$  300  per  annum  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters, 405 

Co.  D,  Fiflli    Keg.   Inf.,   $225  for   repairing  and   fittiisg  up 
armory,  446 

Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf,  $10  for  rent.  446 

Co.  D.  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  $100  fir  fitting  up.  44S 

Co.  11,  Fifth  Keg,  Inf,  $50   additional  to  fit  up  and  repair 
ill  mory.  469 

Report  inexpedient  to  grant  petition  of  Co.  A,  First  Bat, 
Light  Art  ,  M.  V.  M..  for  new  armory,  523 

Co.  A.  Fourth  B.it.  Inf,  order  passed  for  repairing  and  fur- 
nishing armory,  5  i6 

Co.  1.  Fii-.st  Keg.  Inf.,  order  passed  for  repairing  and  fur- 
nishing armory,  536 

Co.  B,  First  Keg  ,  and  Co.  H,  Ninth  Reg.,  order  passed  for 
repairing  and  furiiisliing  armory,  536 

Co.  B.  Ninth  Keg.,  order  passed  for  repairing  and  furnish- 
ing armory.  536 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  hire  drill-room,  575 

First  Bat.  Cav.,  head-quarters  discontinued,  and  $450  allowed 
for  rent  at  Boylston  Hall.  686 

Fourth  Bat.  Inf.  —  Keport  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on 
petition  for  furniture,  725 

Co.  B,  Ninth  Reg.,  $50  for  repairing  and  fitting  up  armory, 
755 

Co.  A, 'First  Reg.,  $275  for  rent  of  armory,  755 
Minors  —regulations  of  sales  by,  10 
Minot,  Mr.,  Ward  17  —remarks:  on 

Committee  on  Judiciary,  12 

Badges,  35 

The  Watt  r  Supply,  61.  260,  333,  367 

The  Salary  Bill,  108,  2)4 

Establishment  of  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  159 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  162 

Anne.xution  of  Bi'ookline,  183 

General  Annexation,  186 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  309 

Interest  on  taxes,  346 

Contract  for  the  olKcial  report.  384 

(!onsoiidating  Water  Boards,  422 

Water  Waste,  588 

Water  Kates,  .593 
Morse.  Mr..  Ward  13  — remarks:  on 

Bunker  Hill  District,  26 

The  Salary  Bill,  202 
Municipal  Register  — 

Order  passed  fur  preparing  and  printing,  3 
Mystic  Water  Works  —  see  Water. 

N.  Y.  and  N.  E.  R.  R.  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  use  of  land  near  Chestnut-Hill 

Reservoir  for  railway  station,  33 
Report   and  order  relating   to  station    near    Chestnut-Hill 

Reservoir,  112 
Order  passed  relating  to  grade  at  Swett  St.  Crossing,  418 
Northampton  St.  District  — 

Committee  vested  with  powers  relating  to  Suffolk  St.  Dis- 
trict, 32 
Report  and  order  passed  to  remove  buildings,  etc.,  97 
Order  passed  relating  to  contract  for  filling,  106 
Order  passed  to  contract  for  tilling,  112 
Contract  for  filling  authorized,  188 
Order  passed  authorizing  Phineas  E.  Gay  to  lay  down  tracks 

for  filling,  197 
Order  passetl  appointing  special  watchman,  216 
Order  passed  appointing  Sup't  of  work,  216 
Order   passed  for  contracts  to  be  made  for  raising,  moving, 

and  underpinning  buildings,  216 
Order  passed  to  furnish  extra  lights,  216 
Committee  authorized  to  expend  sums  not  exceeding  $1,000, 

228 
Noyes,  Mr.,  Ward  5  —  remarks :  on 
The  Bun  ill  Claim,  24,  258 
The  Water  Supply,  .34,  275 
Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 
The  Salary  Bill,  131,  178,  200 
Dividing  Boston  Common,  465 
Sale  of  city  publications,  535 
Vacancies  in  Cochituate  Water  Board,  616 
Water  Supply,  617,  619 
Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  732 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  734 
Nuisances  — 

Order  passed  to  fill  up  hole  at  corner  of  Boston  and  Hamlet 

Sts.,  Ward  16,  512 

Ordinances  —  see  City  Ordinances. 
Overseers  of  Poor — ■ 

Minority  report  on  nomination,  80 

Discussion  on  reports  of  Nominating  Committee,  and  elec- 
tion, 98 

Letter  f  om  Mrs.  M'arner,  and  election,  100 

Annual  report,  discussion  on,  404 
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Pago,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  vcniarks :  on 
The  Salaiy  Bill,  132,  197 
t^alo  of  hiiuls  (in  Flirt  Hill.  141 
I'aynK'iit  (if  Xoniial  Siliool  Teachers,  216 
Armory  of  Co.  K,  KirKt  lieg.  Inf.,  245 
liitereHt  on  taxes.  :5'i:J.  344 
New  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St.,  Charlestown, 

439 
Extension  of  Swett  St.,  7.JG 
Pcabdily,  .Mr..  Ward  9  —  remarks:  on 
Badges.  24 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  79 
Bale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill,  141 
The  Salary  Bill,  110,  101,  176,  199 
Kxpedieney  of  Informal  Conventions,  235 
New  eiis^iiie-housis.  2M 
Consolidating  Water  Hoards,  466 
Home  for  the  I'oor,  .521 
Sale  of  city  publieations,  .535 
Biifelow  .>^chool  Distriet,  .538 
W.ater  Supply,  27.5,  .590,  618 
W.ater  Suiiply  from  Cliarlcs  River,  603 
Investif^ation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  633,  703 
Soup  for  tlie  I'oor,  G57 
Nonesuch  I'ond  Water  Scheme,  676 
Sudbury  Itiver  Sciieme,  704,  728,  761,  764 
Pease,  Mr  ,  Ward  1  —remarks:  on 

TIk^  Water  Supply.  25.  31,  231,  250,  260,  274,  32?,  350,  385,  .590 
Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  61 
The  Salary  Bill.  i:!2 

Consolidation  of  Water  Board.*,  133.  418.  444 
Railway  station  near  Chesttuit-Hill  Reservoir,  135 
The  .Appropriation  Hill,  142 
Tlie  Expediency  of  Ijifurrnal  Conventions,  234 
Salaries  of  Registrars  of  V'oters,  244 
Eoiirtli  of  .Inly.  324 
Home  fur  tlie  I'oor,  520 
I'umping  engines  at  Lake  Cochitu.ite,  601 
Coininuiiication  from  B.  F.  Butler,  ft31 
Water  Supply  fnnn  Charles  River,  603 
Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  634,  673 
I'roposed  new  Water  Board,  638 
Nonesuch  I'ond  Water  Scheme,  674 
Soup  for  tlie  I'oor,  700 

Filling  vacancies.  Inspectors  of  Ligliters,  755 
Sudbury  lliver  Sclieme,  7(51 
Perkins.  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 
Badges,  21 

Bunker-Hill  District,  24 
The  tJarden  District,  27 
Election  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  98,  105 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  142,  163 
The  Salary  Hill.  101.  19J 
General  .Vuncxalion.   1S6 
The  Water  Supply.  iXi,  :349.  ,590 
Expediency  of  liifdrinal  Conventions,  2.35 
Asphalt  on  the  tJomnion,  201,  307 
Hospital  for  contagions  and  infectious  diseases,  307 
The  contract  for  the  otlicial  report,  383 
Building  prison  carriage.  418 
Conso.iilaliiig  the  Water  Boards,  444 

Widening  ot  Tremont  St.,  on  15oston  Common,  464,  465,  548 
Nuisance  at  corner  of  Hamlet  St.,  512 
Home  for  the  I'oor,  521,  523 
Fountain  in  Independence  .Square,  522 
Greenliouse  on  I'ublic  Garden,  591 
I'ublic  i'ark,  593 

Water  Supply  from  Charles  liiver,  603 
Extra  Appropriations  for  Armories,  616 
Fast-driving  in  the  streets,  038 
Soup  for  tlie  I'oor,  054,  684,  700,  7.34 
Koiu'sncli  I'ond  Water  .Sciieme,  675 
l»wett  St.  ICxtension,  757 
Thanks  to  President,  765 
Police  — 

Order  passed  for  monthly  payment  to  members  in  Brigliton, 

Cliarlestown  and  West  Roxbury.  10] 
Order  pass  d  relative  to  police  lioat,   131 
Autliorized  free  use  of  ferries.  405 
Order  passed  relative  to  confining  more  th.an  one  person  in 

cell,  001 
Keport  accepted  relating  to  confinement  of  more  than  one 
person  in  cell,  701 
Poor  —  see  Soup  for  the  Poor;  Home  for  the  Poor;  Employment 

for  the  I  'oor. 
Powers,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks:  on 
Bunker-Hill  District,  26 
The  S.dary  Bill,   19.) 
The  contract  for  the  (  flicial  report,  383 
Praj',  Mr.,  Ward  21  —  remarks:  on 

Armory  of  Co.  1'',  Fir.-t  Keg.  Inf.,  245 
Celeliratiiiii  of  I'lli  .Tune,  "274 
Extra  .Vppropriations  for  Armories,  616 
Printing  —  isec  also  (.'ity  I'ublications). 

Order  passed  for  l.OuO  additional  copies  of  the  Sumner  me- 
morial, 2iil  ;   noii-conciirretice  of  .VIderineii.  321 
Keport  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Porter  & 
Coates,  i'liiladelphia,  010 


Public  Baths  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  repairs  and  maintenance  of  free 

public  b.itliing-honses,  244 
Order  passed  aulhurizing  hiring  of  land  at  end  of  L.  St.,  325 
Act  autliorizing  public  baths  accejited,  755 
Public  Buildings  — 

City  Hall  —  order  passed  toconsider  expediency  of  elevators, 
113 

order  passed  for  elevator,  217 

order   pa.ssed  to   cliarge  expense  of  elevator  to  special 

appropr  ation,  257 

repairs  authorized,  439 

order  passed  autliorizing  repairs  and  changes  in  heat- 
ing apparatus,  404 

report    and  orders   relative  to  ventilation  recommitted 

with  instructions  to  invite  proposals,  404 

order  passed  for  steam  iiump,  522 

discussion  on  connecting  steam-pump  and  fire  pijie,  591 

order  passed  for  connections  witli  Bteaui-i>ump  and  lii'e- 

pipe,  (502 
Town  Hall,  W.  Roxbury,  order p.assed  relative  to  leasing.  10 
Order  passed  authorizing  use  of  Westerly  H.ill,  Ward  17,  12 
Discussion  on  and  order  passed  relative  to  Wil-oii's  Hotel, 

Ward  19.  23 
Order  passed  for  necessary  repairs  and  cleaning.  26 
Order  passed  for  Com.  to  report  on  more  room  for  city  busi- 
ness, 42 
Discussion  on  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  43 
Order  passed  relating  to  legality  of  purchase  of  Wilson's 

Hotel,  Ward  19,  44 
Order  passed  to  coiisidi  r  expediency  of  adding  one  or  more 

stories  to  Quincy  Hall  Nlarket,  44 
Communication  from  City  Solicitor  in   regard  to  Wilson's 

Hotel,  Ward  19,  and  discission  on  vacating.  GO 
Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  order  passed  for  occupant  to  va- 
cate, 79 
Order  passed  relative  to  expediency  of  employing  perma- 

i.ent  arcliitect,  81 
Discussion  on  adding  one  or  more  stories  to  Faneuil-llall 

Market.  112 
Order  passed  to  name   Town  Hall  in   W.  Ro.xbury,  Curtis 

Hall,  130 
Order  passed  to  lease  house  No.  30  Pemberton  Sq..  145 
Order  passed  aulhoriziiig  portion  of  Town  Hall,  Brighton, 

to  lie  fitted  up  for  Police  Station,  174 
Report  and  discussion  on  employing  architect  and  draughts- 
men, 248 
Charlcstowii  City  TIall,  order  passed  for  alterations  to  accom- 
modate brancli  of  Public  Library,  257 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  empl(>y,  permanent  City 

Architect  and  draughtsmen,  273 
Order  passed  to  make  alterations  No.  30  Pemberton  Sq. .  274 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  enlarge  Faneuil-llall  Market 

building.  3;8 
Order  passed  to  grade  yard  and  pave  sidewalks  of  Hook  and 

Ladder  House  No.  4,  418 
Order  p.issed  for  repairs  on  Harbor  Master's  office,  438 
Fancuil  Hall,  order  passed  for  rejiairs,  439 
Order  passed  to  report  on  expediency  of  introducing  stand- 
pipes  into  scliool  buildings,  464 
No   30  Pemlierton  Sq,,  order  passed  for  repairs,  468 
Order  passed  for  care  of  building,  30  I'cmberton  Sq.,  522 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  provide  ward-rooms,  557 
Order  passed  tiuthorizing  fitting  up  room  in  Court  House 

for  temporary  retention  of  insane,  557 
Order  passed  authorizing  suitable  ward-rooms,  in  Wards  20, 

21  and  22,  6(56 
Wardrooms  established,  566 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  old  engine  house  in  rear  of 

Town  Hall,  Brighton,  566 
Report  accepted,  ward-rooms  in  control  of  ward  officers  on 

election  days,  601 
Sale  autliorized  on  city  lot,  King  St.,  616 
Public  Institutions  — 

Ortler  ptissed  to   place   Charlcstown  Almshouse  in  care  of 

Directors  of  I'ublic  Institutions,  23 
Austin  Farm,  order  passed  to  place  in  charge  of  Directors, 

130 
Home  for  the  Poor,  report  on  plans,  and  orders  reported,  423 
order  passed  for  erection  on  Austin  Farm,  and  for  pro- 
viding mcaiis.  445 
Order  passed  requesting  opinion  of  Directors  on  building  a 

Home  for  poor  on  Austin  Farm,  511 
Home  for  the   I'oor,  discussion  on  recommitting  rcjiort  of 
Directors  relating  to  site,  and  recommittal,  518 
Public  Lands  — 

I'oorhouse  Farm.  Ward  19,  order  p.asscd  to  place  in  clnirge 

of  Com    on  Lands.  42 
Wharf  on  Medf  inl  St.,  and  all  public  lands  and  buildings  in 
annexed    districts,  placed   in   care    of   Com.  on    I'ublic 
Lands.  GO 
Disci!  sion  on  negotiation  with  Mass.  Char.  Mcch.  .\ssoe..  130 
Order  passed  for  purchase  of  land  rear  of  Lowell  School- 
house,  325 
Concurrence  in  amendment  relating  to  sale  of  buildings  on 

Eliot  and    I'leasaiit  Sts.,  439 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  old  engine  house  lot.  Centre  St., 
W.  Roxburv,  575 
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Communication  from  Assistant  City  Solicitor  on  title  to  city 
property  in  Ward  19,  632 
Public  urinals  —  sco  Health  (Board  of). 
I'ublic  Library  — 

Order  passed  to  report  expediency  of  local  boards  for  branch 
libraries,  219 

Order  passed  to  build  addition  to  accommodate  Department 
of  Patents,  215 

Order  pussei  for  painting  and  cleaning,  464 

Order  passed  to  provide  branch  in  Ward  16,  522,  558 

Report  referred  relating  to  stand-pipe,  576 

Keport  on  stand-pipe  for  I'ublic  Library,  589,  590 

Discussion  and  order  passed  to  connect  stand-pipe,  592 

Order  passed  to  continue  payment  of  salary  of  late  Wm. 
A.  Wheeler,  616 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient,  relative  to  Woloott  Estate,  725 

Order  passed  to  hire  rooms  for  iSouth  Boston  Branch  Li- 
brary, 755 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  on  Local  Boards  for 
Branch  Libraries,  761 
Public  Park  — 

Order  relating  to,  introduced.  3;  discussion,  13 

Election  of  Commissioners,  106 

Commissioners  at  large  appointed,  159 

Discussion  on  and  order  passed  to  petition,  593 

Report  of  Park  Commissioners,  667 

Order  to  print  1,000  copies  additional,  669 
Putnam,  Mr..  \Vard  15  —  remarli.s :  on 

Badges,  .35 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  79 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  144,  162 

Salaries  of  i<'iremen,  etc.,  146 

The  Salary  Bill,  164 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  183 

General  Annexation,  185 

The  Water  Supply.  23?,  292,  500 

Widening  of  Sliawmut  Ave..  424 

Consolidating  Water  Boards,  421,  444,  467 

Extra  Appropriations  for  Armories,  616 

Vacancies  in  Coehituate  Water  Board,  616 

Drainage  of  Mystic  Bas3n,  617 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  636,  661,  671,  701 

Fast  driving,  638 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  657,  684,  700 

Emijloyment  for  the  Poor,  658 

Budbury  Kiver  Scheme,  703 

Swett  St.  Extension,  75S 

Thanks  to  the  President,  764 

Registrars  of  Voters  — 

Discussion  on  accepting  act  establishing  Bo.ard,  159;    Re- 
port and  act  accepted.  216 

Order  passed  authorizing  $500  for  clerical  assistance,  512 
Rewards  — 

$500  for  information,  etc.,  relating  to  abduction  of   Katie 
Mary  Cnrran,  174 
Rules  and  Orders  — 

Special  Committees  to  prepare,  3 

Of  City  Council  of  1873,  temporarily  adopted,  3 

Of  Common  Council  of  1873,  temporarily  adopted,  3 

Pocket  edition  authorized.  3 

Of  last  year,  as  amended,  adopted,  11 

Salaries  — 

Order  passed  fixing  salary  of   additional    Assistant   City 

Messenger  at  $400,  81 
Action  on  Salary  Bill,  :07,  131 
Second  report,  and  action  thereon,  160,  175,  197 
Vote  to  recede  and  concur  on  order  relating  to  salaries  of 

officers  of  Fire  Department,  163 
Order  passed  relative  to  fixiiig  salaries  of   Registrars  of 

Voters,  217 
Com.  of  conference  appointed  on  salary  of  Supt.  of  Streets, 

228 
Order  passed  fixing  salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters  and 

Assistants,  243,  273 
Conference  report  accepted  relating  to  salary  of  Supt.  of 

Streets,  249;  order  passed,  257 
Discussion  on  order  to  pay  Supt.  of  Dover  St.  Bridge  $300 

additional,  272 
Order  passed  establishing  salaries  of  draw  tenders  of  North 

Harvard  St.  Bridge,  Cambridge  St.  and  Western  Ave. 

Bridges,  290 
Discussion  on,  and  order  indefinitely  postponed  to  pay  Supt. 

of  Dover  St.  Bridge  $.300  additional,  290 
Order  passed  fixing  salaries  of  Supts.  of  bridges,  439 
Order  passed  to  increase  salary  of  chief  clerk  in  City  Regis- 
trar's office  for  extra  service,  464 
Schools  — 

Order  passed  for  necessary  furniture,  repairs,  and  cleaning. 

26 
Order  passed  to  provide    temporary  accommodations    for 

Lewis  School,  42 
Order  passed    to   furnish    ad(3itional  accommodations   for 

Grammar  School  pupils,  Lawrence  District,  44 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  enlarge    Primary   School 

lot,  Lexington  St.,  44 


Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  Meigs's  school-desk, 
44 

Old  Mather  School-house,  discussion  on  removal,  59;  re- 
port amended  and  accepted,  80 

Order  passed  to  provide  temporary  accommodations  for 
Union  St.  and  Rockland  Primary  Schools,  Brighton, 
141 

Order  passed  to  pay  salaries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School, 
and  incidental  expenses  of  Com..  216 

Roxbury  High  School  building,  order  passed  for  altering 
and  enlarging,  245 

Quincy  St ,  Ward  14  order  passed  for  erection  of  Primary 
School-house.  245 

Ordinance  referred  relating  to  punishment  of  truants,  274 

Report  accepted  on  Charle.-<towu  Infant  School,  no  authority 
to  appropriate  money,  201 

Order  passed  to  furnish  suitable  room  for  drawing  in  Girls' 
High  School-house,  325 

Order  pa.ssed  to  provide  accommodations  for  drawing-class 
instruction  in  City  Hall,  Charleslown,  385 

East  Boston  I'rescott  School-house,  alterations  authorized, 
405 

Lawrence  District,  order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  Prima- 
ry School-house.  405 

Prescott,  Charlestown,  order  passed  to  pi'ovide  additional 
Primary  School  accommodations,  406 

Order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  new  Grammar  School- 
house,  I'rospect  St..  Charlestown,  407 

Order  passed  to  erect  Grammar  School-house  on  Prospect 
SU,  Charlestown.  428 

Discussion  on  reconsidering  order  to  purchase  site  in  Law- 
rence District,  426;  reconsideration  refused,  445 

Comins  District,  order  passed  to  purchase  land  for  Primary 
School-house.  438 

Dudley  School-house,  order  passed  for  repairs,  etc..  438 

Discussion  on,  and  order  amended  and  passed  relative  to. 
erection  of  new  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St., 
Charlestown,  4  18 

Order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  Primary  School-hous'^, 
Gibson  District.  446 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  establishing  fiee 
naval  school  (with  instruction  to  report  by  October  1), 
446 

Order  passed  authorizing  erection  of  Primary  School-house 
on  Koxbury  and  King  Sts  ,  Ward  15.  464 

Gibson  School  District,  order  passed  for  erection  of  Prima- 
ry School-house,  464 

Order  passed  to  erect  Primary  School-house,  Lawrence 
District,  468 

Matlier  School-house,  statement  of  cost,  537 

Discussion  on  primary  accommodations,  Bigelow  District, 
538 

Report  on  proposed  Nautical  School,  and  opinion  from  City 
Solicitor,  547 

Order  passed  to  fit  up  bath-house,  Cabot  St.,  for  evening 
school,  557 

Order  passed  to  fit  up  ward-room  in  Wells  School-house  for 
evening  school,  557 

Report  inexpedieut  to  furnish  additional  accommodations 
for  Bigelow  School  District,  557 

Discussion  on  the  proposed  Nautical  School,  558,  566 

Order  passed  for  temporary  accommodations  for  evening 
schools,  565 

King  St.  School-house,  order  passed  appropriating  $500  ad- 
ditional for  land,  593 

Order  passed  relating  to  evening  drawing  scliool,  E.  Boston, 
602 

Older  passed  providing  for  eveuing  drawing  school  at  East 
Boston,  616 

Report  and  orders  passed  relating  to  Prospect  St.  School- 
house,  Charlestown,  703 

Report  accepted  relating  to  Truants,  761 

Report  accepted  relating  to  Kindergarten  School,  761 
Sealers  Weights  and  Measures  — 

Annual  report.  10 

Order  passed  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  changes  in  law,  78 

Order  passed  for  locating  office  rutside  of  City  Hall,  197 

Ordinance  passed  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to,  257 
Seventeenth  of  June  — 

Order  relating  to,  274 

Order  passed  for  celebrating,  291 
Sewers  —  see  also  Drainage  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  $35,000  to  Central  Whf.  Corporation.  290 
Stony  Brook,  order  passed  to  petition  for  leave  to  deepen,  78 
Shaw,  Mr.,  Ward  5  — 

Address  on  c  lUing  Council  to  order  for  organization,  1 
Remarks :  on 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  3 

Committee  on  Judiciary,  12 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  23.  43,  60,  79 

Badges.  24,  35 

Water  Supply,  25,  232.  275,  293,  349,  366,  590,  617,  620 

Bunker-llill  District,  26 

Garden  District,  27 

Additional  stories  to  Quincy-H.all  Market,  44,  112,  368 

City  Charter  Coniniission.  62 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  78 


20 


INDEX    TO    PKOCEEDIXGS    OF    COMMON    COUNCIL. 


Rcfervimj  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 
Klectioii  of  ()vcrrteer«  of  Poor,  9S,  106 
Tiie  Salary  15111,  lu7.  i:jl,  Hii),  176,  197 
])(Mlli  of  bharU-H  Siimiier,  1211 

Sak'of  land  to  Mass.  Cliar.  Meoli.  Asfoc,  ITO 

Hallway  station  near  (Jlu'stinit-lIiU  Ueservoir,  13'5 

Sale  of  laiids  on  Fort  Hill,  141 

The  ApproiM-iation  Bill,   141,  162 

Salaries  of  Kireinen.  etc..  146 

Closing? 'I'raiisferM  of  financial  year.  LW 

Establishment  of  lioanl  of  Regisirars  of  Voters,  159 

Annexation  of  Brooklinc,  1S3 

General  Aniie.xation.  18') 

Personal  explanation  relating  to  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19 
187 

Taking  Kravel  from  Lons?  Island,  218,  248 

Assistance  to  (Jity  Solicitor,  229 

Kxpediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  23S 

Itemoval  of  restrictions  on  estates  on  South  Market  St.,  213 

Balaries  of  IJeijistrars  of  Vo'ers,  244 

tiaiary  of  Snpt.  of  Streets,  249 

Kew  engine-houses,  2VJ 

Balarv  of  Snpt.  of  I)ov<-r  St   Bridge,  291 

PiiiUinff  addui   nal  c(i])ies  Sumner  Memorial,  291,  324 

Ilenioval  of  asphall  fr(jm  (Jonnnon,  307 

Hospital  for  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  337,  363 

l?ird-lionses,  for  Pul)lic  Grounds,  3u9 

Fourth  July,  310 

(-areof(;ity  Documents,  311 

The  Park  question.  313 

Interest  on  taxes.  3i!.  344 

Contract  for  the  oHicial  report.  383 

Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  404 

Annual  report  of  Fire  Department,  40J 

HuiUling  i)rison  cai  riage,  418 

(,'onsolidaling  Water  Boards,  420,  467 

Adjournments  without  a  quorum,  43S,  469 

Pauper  graves  at  Mount  Ilope,  4.i9 

Widi-nifig  Treniont  St.  on  Boston  Common.  465 

I>iath  of  Couneihnan  Hilhnan  B.  Barnes,  504 

Transf  rs  from  Hosi-rved  Fund,  517 

Home  for  the  Poor,  521 

Sale  of  City  Publications,  rm,  576 

'iitle  to  City  Property  in  Ward  19,  536 

Waste  Water,  587 

Standpipe  for  Public  Library,  590,  592 

Gricnliousc  on  Public  t}arden,  591 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  601 

Preliminary  statement  from  Medical  Commission,  603 

Water  Supply  frovn  Charles  Iliver,  603 

Licensing  Plumbrrs,  605 

Vacancies  in  Coehituat(?  Water  Board,  616 

Drainage  of  Mystic  Ba«in,  017 

Communication  from  B    F.  Butler,  631 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  633,  660,  670,  676, 
686 

Poup  for  the  Poor,  056,  701,  734 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  658 

Sudhury  River  scheme,  703,  733 
Shepard.  I'.dward  <).  (Presidenl  of  Council)  — 

Elected  President,   1 

Address  on  accepting  ofllce  of  President.  1 

Remarks  on  death  of  (Iharles  Simmer,   128 

Death  of  Councilman  Ilillman  B.  Barnes,  504 

Response  to  vote  of  thanks,  705 
Shurtleff,  Nathaniel  B.— 

Proceedings  on  death  of,  573 
Sibley,  Mr  ,  Ward  20  —  remarks  :  on 

iUiiiki'r-llill  District,  26 

Removal  of  re-lrictions  on  Boston  College.  97 

Thi'  Salary  Bill,  lo9.  197,  2ul 

Allowance  {i,v  Decoration  Day,  243 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  684 
Small-pox  — 

Discussion  on  purchasing  site  for  hospital,  307 

Discussion   on,  and   oder  passed   authorizing  purchase  of, 
site  and  buildings  for  hospital,  36:i 
Smith,  Jlr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks  :  on 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Conunissioners,  81 

Personal  explanation  relating  to  Fire  Commissioners,  97 

The  Salary  Bill,  109 

The  Appropiiation  Bill,  145 

New  engine-houses,  26) 
Poldieis'  Monument  — see  Army  anil  Navy  Monument. 
Soup  for  the  Poor  — 

Order  introduced  and  laid  on  t.ablo,  3 

Discussion  and  vote  to  refer  to  special  committee,  65t 

Non-eoncurnniee,    and    adherence    to    reference     to    Joint 
Special  Com.,  667 

Discussion,  recession,  order  amended  and  passed,  0S4 

Discussion,  adherence,  and  Conference  Committee  .appointed, 
700 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  Lydia 
M.   Warner,  725 

Report  of  Conference  Committee  accepted,  discussion,  and 
concurrence,  734 
South  Boston  Flats  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  bill  of  1872,  368 


Order  passed  for  Com.  on  Harbor  to  confer  and  report  on 
use  and  occupation,  512 
Si)ecial  Committees  — 

On  extension  of  new  Post  office,  5 
Sprague,  Mr.,  Waid  4  —  remarks:  on 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  78 

Contract  for  the  oflieial  report,  381 

Sale  of  City  Publications,  535 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  655 
Stables  — 

Order  passed  for  sale  by  auction  of  old  City  Stables,  High- 
lands, 464 
Streets  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  laying  out  Parker  St.,  11 

Rei)ort  of  Committee  relating  to  Parker  St.  and  Boylston 
St.,  33 

Order  passed  to  fill  land  on  Canal  St.  rear  of  Harvard  Ceme- 
tery, Ward  22,  141 

Order  passed  to  prepare  plans  for  construction  of  Swett  St., 
197 

Order  passed  for  sale  by  public  auction  of  land  cor.  Eliot  and 
Pleasant  Sts.,  217 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  cancelling,  conditions  im- 
posed on  estates  in  So.  Market  St.,  243 

Order  passed  to  purchase  estate  of  John  Haven  for  extending 
Clifton  St.,  368 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  widening  Shawmut  Ave., 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  Sts.,  424 

Report  and  order  relating  to  Street  Improvement  Loan, 
Beach  St.,  424 

Order  passed  to  place  land  purchased  for  extension  of  Clifton 
St.  in  charge  of  Com.  on  Paving,  468 

Beach  St.,  report  and  order  passed  for  widening,  385 

Brattle  St.,  oider  passed  to  widen,  4^!9 

Leverett  St.,  order  passed  for  widening,  .344 

Marcella  St.,  order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  laying 
out,  272 

Madison  Place,  order  passed  for  notice  to  tenants  to  quit,  406 

South  St.,  order  passed  to  widen,  439 

Washington  St.,  report  and  order  for  widening  opposite 
Vernon  St.,  423 

order  p.assed  to  widen  part  formerly  Guild  Row,  464 

Order  passed  to  grade  city  stable  lot  on  Highland  St.,  522 

Order  passed  for  improvement  of  lot  bounded  by  Eagle, 
Trenton  and  Prescott  Sts.,  East  Boston,  622 

Tlioriidike  St..  order  pa-sed  for  laying  out  from  Wash.  St. 
to  Harrison  Ave.,  633 

East  Lenox  St.,  discussion  on.  and  order  passed  for  laying 
out.  and  extendingto  Harrison  Ave  ,5:33 

School  St..  order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  widen- 
ing, 638 

Discussion  on  proposed  widening  of  Trcmont  St.,  548 

North  Centre  St  ,  order  passed  for  wideiiing,  565 

Discussion  on  fast  driving,  and  recommittal.  665 

Ordinance  in  new  draft  reported,  and  substituted  on  fast 
driving,  589 

Ordinance  passed  relative  to  fast  driving,  591 

OnUr  passed  relative  to  cattle  in  streets.  591 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  draining  passageway 
616 

Discussion,  and  concurrence  in  amendment  rel.ating  to  fast 
driving,  637 

Resolve  and  order  from  Commissioners,  for  widening  Lev- 
erett St..  667 

Order  passed  for  extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  667 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  draining  passage- 
ways. 6S4 

Report  and  order  passed  to  petition  for  authority  to  widen 
School  St.,  686 

Order  passed  for  widening  Bowdoin  St.  between  Adams 
and  Wash.  Sts.,  700 

Order  passed  for  widening  Shawmut  Ave.  from  Lenox  St. 
to  Roxbury  St.,  and  providing  means  of  paj-nient,  7U0 

Orders  passed  for  widening  Leverett  St.  from  Charles  to 
Brighton  Sts.,  700 

Notice  of  rejection  of  order  for  widening  School  St.,  700 

Orders  p.assed  for  extension  of  Commerce  St.  and  assuming 
betterments,  725 

Discussion,  resolve  and  order  passed  for  extension  of  Swett 
St.,  756;  order  for  providing  means  for  same  referred  to 
.next  City  Council,  760 

Resolves  and  order  passed  to  widen  Ple.isant  St.,  760 

Order  p.assed  to  purchase  two  sweeping  macliines,  761 
Suffolk  St.  Di-strict  — 

Powers  vested  in  Com.  on  Northampton  St.  District,  32 
Sumner,  Charles  — 

Special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  128 

Resolutions,  remarks,  and  Committee  appointed,  128 

Order  passed  for  1,000  copies  of  Memorial,  228 

Reports  and  resolutions  adopted  relating  to  portraits,  381 
Sweetser,  ilr..  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 

The  Salary  15111,  132,  204 

Railway  station  near  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  133 

The  Water  Supply,  360 

Ferry  passes  to  city  employes,  446 

Soup  tor  the  Poor,  6.64,  684 
Swett  St.  District  — 

Order  passed  to  petition  Legislature,  292 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    COMMON    COUNCIL. 


27 


Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  obtain  legislative  authority 
to  raise  grade  of  Hampden  St.,  etc.,  329 
Taxes  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  providing  for  interest,  323 

Discussion  on  interest,  and  votes  to  adliere  and  recede,  344 

Adlierence  to  vote   on  interest,  and  conference   committee 
appointed,  407 

Conference  report  accepted,  and   interest  fixed  at  ten  per 
cent.,  423 

Remitted  on  estate  of  Mary  Holdcn,  511 

Order  passed  relative  to  Lowell  Scbool-house  site,  674 
Thaclier,  Mr.,  Ward  15  —  remarlis  :  on 

Tlie  Burrill  Claim.  24 

The  Water  Supply,  25.  250 

The  Salary  Bill,  108,  161.  200 

Railway  station  at  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  133 

Waste  Water,  588 

Steam-pump  and  fire-pipe  in  City  Hall,  591 

Stand-pipe  for  Public  Library,  592 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  601 

Books  for  Law  Department,  760 

Sudbury  River  scheme,  763 
Train,  Mr.,  Ward  13  —  remarks:  on 

The  Burrill  Claim,  24.  218,  246,  258 

Extension  of  Swelt  St.,  32 

Police  Boat,  131 

The  Salary  Bill,  161,  175 

The  WateV  Supply,  274.  349 

Interest  on  taxes,  323,  344 

Small-pox  hospital,  363 

Transfers  from  Reserved  Fund,  517 

Extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  533 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  602 

Water  supply,  618 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  634 

Nonesuch  Pond  Water  Scheme,  675 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  686 

Sudbury  River  sclieme,  703 

Swett  St.  extension,  758 
Treasury  department  — 

Order  passed  autliorizing  Treasurer  to  pay  amount  of  lost 
coupons,  98 

Unfinished  Business  — 

Of  last  year,  referred  to  committees,  3 

Referred  to  next  City  Council: 

Laying  out  ornamental  ground  on  Back  Bay  Square,  755 

Vacancies,  inspectors  of  lighters,  755 

Law  Dept..  ordinance  to  amend.  756 

Providing  means  for  extension  of  Swett  St.,  760 

All  matters  of  uutiiiished  nature,  704 

Vacation  — 

Adjournment  to  second  Thursday  in  September,  445,  446 
Votes  of  Thanks  — 

To  Hon.  Carl  Schurz,  for  oration,  249 

To  F.  D.  Huntington  and  others,  and  C.  H.  Brainard  and 
others,  for  portraits  of  Charles  Sumner,  381 

To  Hon.  Richard  Frothiiigham,  for  oration  on  Fourth  July, 
418 

To  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  for  offer  of  Sudbury  River,  764 

To  President  of  Common  Council,  764 
Voting  Lists  —  see  Elections. 

Warren,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  reinarks  : 

Personal    explanation    relating  to    report    on    tlie    Water 

Supply,  2-18 
The  Water  Supply.  250,  274,  292,  320,  350 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  443 
Bigelow  School  District,  53S,  557 
Water  Supply  from  Nonesuch  pond,  617,  675 
Sudbury  River  Scheme.  703,  725,  764 
Swett  St.  extension,  757 
Washington's  Birthday  — 

Order  passed  for  celebrating,  57 
Water  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  adding  to  waters 

of  Mystic  Pond,  3 
Report  on  taking  Sudbury  River,  and  discussion,  25 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  making  connection 

between  Farm  Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate,  34 
Order  to  print  5U0  copiesof  report  on  additional  supplyfDoc. 

29).  44,  57,  78 
Order  passed  to  pay  expenses  incurred  in  procuring  neces- 
sary information  concerning  supply,  57 
Order  passed  referring  porlicin  of  report  of  Registrar  to 

Joint  Standing  Com.  on  Water,  60 
Discussion  on,  .-ind  order  passed   relative  to  purity  of  water 

of  Charles  Hiver,  and  mill  damages  on  same  and  Sudburj- 

River,  61 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  consolidating  Water 

Boards.  78 
Report  and  order  passed  relative  to  licensing  plumbers.  81 
Order  passed    to  petition   for   authority  to  consolidate  tlie 

two  Water  Bo.irds,  103 
Order  passed  for  com.  to  report  in  print.  159 
Order  passed  to  ascertain  water-shed  of  Mystic  pond,  159 


Majority  and  minority  reports  on  additional  Water  Supply, 

and  discussion  on  same,  229 
Order  relating  to  examination  of  Charles  River,  249 
Order  relating  to  inspection  of  works  by  City  Council,  250 
Order  passed  authorizing  supply  for  institutions  at  South 

Boston,  257 
Discussion  on  supply  from  Sudbury  River,  260 
Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  submit  annual  report 

in  print,  260 
Order  relating  to  supply  for  Ward  17,  261 
Report  and  order  relating  to  Wards  13,  14,  15,  16,  17  and  19, 

272 
Report  on  the  Charles  River  Water  Supply,  272 
Order  passed  relative  to  water-shed  of  Mystic  lake.  274 
Discussion  on  additional  Water  Supply,  274,  292,  :529.  364 
Remarks  of  Messrs.  Warren  and  Peabody,  ordered  to  be 

printed,  2sl 
Order  passed  for  extension  of  works  to  Wards  13,  14,  15,  16, 

and  for  surveys  to  Wards  17  and  19,  291,  325 
Order  passed  for  City  Solicitor  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 

of  the  Mystic  Kiver  Corporation,  310 
Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  additional  supply, 

347 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  extending  pipe  from 

Canal  St.  to  City  Sq.,  Charlestown,  363 
Order  passed  for  estimate  of  cost  of  sewer  to  protect  Mystic 

Pond,  368 
Order  for  report  in  print  on  obtaining  adequate  supply  of 

water  from  Cochituate  and  Mystic  basins,  36S 
Order  passed  to  consider  expedie  icy  of  usiiis;  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate as  storage-basin  for  purification  of  Sudbury  Hiver, 

36S 
Report  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River,  and 

Farm  Pond  (City  Doc.  17),  specially  assigned  tor  first 

meeting  in  Sept.,  3S5 
Order  passed  for  preventing  waste  of  water,  386 
Order  passed  to  examine  availability  of  Cliarles  [{iver.  405 
Order  passed  to  charge  to  appropriation  for  additional  sup- 

ply   of  water,   the   expense   of   procuring    information 

relative  to  adequate  supply.  4ii6 
Order  passed  to  extend  main  pipe  from  Cannl  St.  to  City  Sq  , 

Charlestown.  418 
Discussion  on  consolidating  Water  Boards.  418,  440;  Ordi- 
nance rejected,  444;  reconsideration  laid  on  table,  445 
Message  from  the  Mayor,  appointing  Medical  Commission, 

464 
Order  to  request  opinion  of  B.  R.  Curtis  on  extent  of  powers 

of  proposed   Boston  Water  Board,  discu.-sed   and   re- 
jected, 4t)6 
Report  of  Water  Board,  on  waste,  523 
Order  passed  for  Commission   of  Physicians  to  report  in 

print,  56j 
Ordinance  reported,  and  discussion  on  waste  water,  587 
Report  and  discussion  on  combined  Cochituate  and   Mystic 

supply,  and  on  Charles  River,  and  order  passed  .  elating 

to  I'egan  Brook,  589 
Discussion  on,  and  ordinance  passed  relating:  to  water  rates. 

593 
Discussion  on,  and  orderpassed  relating  to  pumping-engines 

at  Lake  Cochituate.  601 
Preliminary  report  from  Medical  Commission.  6J2 
Discussion  and  order  passed  to  petition  for  water  supply 

from  Charles  Kiver,  603 
Order  passed  relating  to  licensing  plumbers,  605 
Discussion  on  vacancies  in  Cochitnat(^  Water  Board.  616 
Discussion   on,   and  order  passed   relative  to   drainage   of 

Mystic  Basin,  617 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  Nonesuch  Pond, 

617,  621 
Order  to  petition  for  authority  to  take  Nonesuch.  Pickerel, 

and  .Morse  Ponds,  Stevens  Brook,  also,  Shaw.sliine  Kiver, 

and  discussion,  618 
Surveys  of  Flax,  Sluice  and  Cedar  Ponds,  authorized,  631 
Messrs.   Standish   and    White   elected    members   of   Water 

Board,  632 
Discussion,  and  Investigating  Committee  appointed  on  asser- 
tions of  speculation,  jobbery  and  fraud,  63i 
Discussion  on  proposed  new  Water  Board,  638 
Order  passed  rel.itive  to  drainage  of  Mystic  Basin,  633 
Com.  from  B.  F.  Butler,  discussed  and  referred,  and  opinion 

of  Citj  Solicitor.  6:31 
Surveys  authorized    for  drainage   of  Woburii,    Stoneliam, 

Winchester  and  Medford.  654 
Order  passed  to  obtain  assent  of  owners  on  Sudbury  River, 

6)4 
Reports  on  supply  from  Nonesuch  Pond.  657 
Discussion  and  order  relative  to  invesiigation  rejected.  660 
Order  passed  to  report  ordinance  to  regulate  distribution  of 

Mystic  Water,  667 
Letter  from    M.   J.    Bradlee,    declining  election   to    Water 

Board,  and  re-election  of  L.  Miles  St;indish,  6ii7 
Order  passed  for  bonding  lands  fir  Mystic  storagi',  6<>7 
Report  and  order  passed  establisliing  Mystic  water  rates, 

6l3'J 
Report  accepted,   from    special    committee,   to   investigate 

assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  and  discussion,  670 
Discussion  on  Nonesuch  Pond  Water  Scheme,  and  rejection, 

674 
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Order  relative  to  communication  from   Geo.  A.  Shaw,  to 

Clerk  of  Committees  rej<'cted,  670 
Motion  to  recon»i<ler  aeceplance  of  i;ive8tigation  report,  and 

adjournment  for  want  of  quorum,  pending  remarks  by 

Geo.  A.  Shaw,  68i);    remarks  by  Mr.  Shaw  resumed, 

diseuBsion,  and  withdrawal  of  motion,  700 
r)i!»eusHion  on  Sudbury  Klver  Sph'.'m<',  703 
Keport  and  order  pasued,  $200,000  for  water-pipes  for  Wards 

17  and  19,  725 
Sudbury  lliver  scheme,  —  discussion,  72.5,  734 
Order  pa8>ied  authorizing  $100,000  contract  for  water-pipes, 

etc.,  for  next  tinancial  year,  761 
Sudbury  Uiver  Scheme  —  discussion,  and    order  amended 

and  passed,  761 
West,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks  :  on 
Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  23,  44 
Badges,  24 

Bunlier-Hill  District,  26 
Garden  District,  27 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 
The  Salary  Bill.  131,  161,  201 
Tlie  Appropriation  Bill,  141,  162,  174,  197 
Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  147 
Closing  Transfers  of  financial  year,  159 
Kew  engine-house,  259 
Fourth  July,  311 
Interest  on  taxes,  323,  344 
Annual  report  of  Fire  Department,  406 
Consolidating  Water  Boards,  419,  444,  466 
New  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St.,  Charlestown, 

438 
Site  for  school-house,  Lawrence  District,  425,  445 
Widening  of  Tremont  St.  on  Boston  Common,  464 
Transfers  from  Reserved  Fund,  518 
Home  for  the  Poor,  518,  522 
Bigelow  School  District,  638,  557 
The  proposed  Nautical  School,  558,  566 
Btandpipe  for  Public  Library,  592 
King  St.  School-house,  593 
Water  Supply,  619 


Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  634 

Fast-driving  In  the  streets,  638 

I'roposed  new  Water  Board,  638 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  659 

Mystic  Water  Kates,  670 

Nonesuch  Pond  Water  Scheme,  676 

Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  727 
Weston,  Mr.,  Ward  1  —  remarks:  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  176,  201 
Whlston,  Mr.,  Ward  8  —  remarks:  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  175 
Wilbur,  Mr.,  Ward  9  — remarks:  on 

Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  309,  325 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  381 

Fountain  in  Independence  Sq..  523 

Extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  533 

Waste  Water,  588 

Greenhouse  on  Public  Garden.  591 

Btandpipe  for  Public  Library,  592 

Pumping-engine  at  Lake  Cochituate,  601 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  660 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  674 

Sudbury  River  scheme,  726 
Willcutt,  Mr.,  Ward  17  — remarks :  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  132 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  309 

Widening  of  Shawmut  Ave.,  425 

Fast  driving  in  the  streets,  638 

Swett  St.  extension,  757 
Woodward,  Mr.,  Ward  13  —  remarks :  on 

Widening  of  Shawmut  Ave.,  424 

FESTAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  President,  764 
Remarks  of  members,  764 
Response  of  President,  765 
Adjournment,  sine  die,  766 


OITY       OOVKRNMENT, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Organization    of   the  Government, 

.JANUARY    5,    1874. 


BOARD   OF   AI.HEHMEN. 

Tho  members-elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were 
called  to  order  at  twenty  minutes  past  ten  o'clock  by 
(Mty-Clerk  McCleary.  The  Mayor-elect,  Hon.  Sairi 
uel  C.  Cobb,  was  accompanied  to  the  chamber  by 
Hev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  and  Chief  Justice  (iray  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  who  took  peats  at  the  Mayor's 
li^ht.  A  messajje  was  received  from  the  Common 
Conncil  that  a  quorum  of  that  body  was  present  and 
I  eady  to  proceed  to  business.  The  lioard  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Conncil  Chamber,  nnder  the  charge  of 
City-Messenger  Peterg,  headed  by  the  Mayor,  .ludsie 
(iray  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hale. 

COMMON     COUNCIL. 

The  Common  Council  was  called  to  order  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.  by  Mr.  George  A.  Shaw  of  Ward  .'), 
the  senior  member,  who  said — 

(ientlemen  of  the  Council— It  becomes  my  duty,  as 
senior  member  in  service,  to  ask  if  it  is  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  soon  to  come  to  order.  One  year  afro 
today  a  like  duty  fell  to  my  lot  to  perform,  and  in 
that  capacity  I  took  occasion  to  advert  to  some  sul)- 
jects  which  I  considered  of  importance  to  the  city's 
interest,  and  which  appeared  to  me  should  be  acted 
on  with  despatch.  And  It  is  gratifying  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  as  one  of  the  earliest  movements  of  the  year, 
and  of  the  Fire  Commission  at  a  later  day,  are  fully 
appreciated  and  approved  by  the  people;  and  this  in 
itself  should  be  a  sufficient  reward  for  onr  labors. 
These  two  measures  are  now  fairly  before  the 
public  for  trial,  with  every  reason  for  the  belief  that 
experience  will  prove  them  to  be  highly  advantageous 
to  the  public  welfare.  And  certainly  no  one  who,  one 
year  ago,  looked  upon  the  sixty  acres  of  territory 
over  which  the  tire  tiend  had  then  so  recently  travel- 
led, can  have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  such 
action  as  the  City  Council  has,  during  the  year  past, 
taken  in  the  premises,  nor  doubt  the  energy  and  en- 
terprise of  our  people;  for  where  were  then  seen 
nothing  but  the  footprints  of  destruction,  today  we 
find  magnificent  warehouses,  filled  with  merchandise 
and  abundant  evidence  of  thrifty  commerce.  The 
order  providing  for  the  purchase  of  land  npon  which 
to  establish  a  home  for  the  poor,— which  is  by  no 
means  a  matter  of  minor  importance,— though  too 
long  delayed,  •  has  finally  been  adopted;  and 
other  measures  looking  to  the  puhlic  good 
have  been  introduced,  which  will  receive,  as 
they  deserve,  our  attention  at  an  early  day. 
The  acquisition  of  new  territory  to  the  city,  and 
the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  that  territory 
for  the  first  time  today,  add  new  interest  and  im- 
portance to  our  action;  and,  I  think  we  may  safely 
say,  will  add  strength  to  our  legi.-lation  and  inure 
to  the  best  interests  of  our  whole  people.  Dealing 
with  and  legislating  for  all  classes  of  the  community, 
without  regard  to  party  lines  or  party  prejudices; 
regardless  of  sect  or  creed,  nationality  or  color,  it  is 
our  duty  to  manage,  with  sound  conservative  policy, 
vet  with  firm  and  deteimined  action,  our  varied  in- 
terests. Conflicting  interests  and  conflicting  opin- 
ions are  constantly  brought  to  our  attention  requir- 
ing of  us  considerate  counsels  and  the  exer- 
cise of  sound  judgement  in  their  disposal. 
Constantly  bearing  in  mind  that  our  city  is  a  great 
corporation,  in  which  every  citizen — even  the 
poorest, as  well  as  the  millionnaire, — is,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  a  stockholder;  it  is  our  duty  as  trustees, 
chosen  by  the  people,  to  administer  its  affairu  with 
even-handed  justice — not  favoring  one  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another,  but  watchful  ever  even  for  the 
minutest  interests, — with  jealous  care  to  prevent  en- 
croachment on  individual  rights,  from  whatever 
source  they  may  proceed.  God,  in  his  infinite 
wisdom,  has  vouchsafed  to  us  as  a  community 
blessings  without  number,  and  it  is  for  the  City 
(iovernment,  as  trustees  and  guardians  of  the  Dublic 
welfare,  to  apply  those  blessings  in  such  a  manner 
as  shall  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  people, 
and  redound  to  our  own  honor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  it  was  order- 
ed that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  collect 
the  certificates  of  the  members  elect. 

Messrs.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  Barnes  of  Ward  11. 
Hnnnewell  of  Ward  li).  ^\■illcutt  of  Ward  17  and 
Klatley  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  such  committee. 
Th'y  reiiorted   that    they    had   collected   sixty-eight 


certificates,  and  that  a  quorum  was  present.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  report  was  aciepted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  it  was  ordered 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  inform  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen elect  that  there  is  a  quorum  of  the  (-'ommon 
Council  present  and  ready  to  be  qualified.  Mr. 
Pease  of  Ward  1  was  appointed  such  committee  and 
subsequently  reported  that  he  had  performed  that 
duty,  and  thai  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  would  forth- 
with attend  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  the  mem- 
bers. 

IN  .JOINT  CONVENTION. 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb.  Mayor  elect,  and  the  Alder- 
men elect,  entered  the  Council  Chamber  and  took 
seats  with  the  Councilmen  elect. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Kev.  E.  E.  Hale. 

Hon  Horace  Gray,  Chief-Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  administered  to  H(m.  Samuel  C.  Cobb. 
iVlayor  elect,  the  usual  oatk  of  office. 

The  names  of  the  Aldermen  elect  and  Councilmen 
elect  were  called  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  the  oaths  of 
office  were  administered  by  his  Himor  the  Mayor. 

The  address  of  the  Mayor  was  then  delivered  and. 
at  its  conclusion,   the  Mayor  and  Aldermen   retired. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  elect  a  chairman,  and  the  result  was  that  ihe  whole 
number  of  votes  cast,  eleven,  were  for  Ald-rman 
John  T.  Clark.  On  taking  the  chair  Alderman  Claik 
said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— Before  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  you  have 
elected  me,  I  desire  to  tender  to  you  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  and  for  this  mark  of 
your  confidence  and  respect.  Distrusting  my  ability 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  position,  I  should 
not  have  accepted  it  had  I  not  felt  the  assurance  of 
vour  kind  indulgence  and  cooperation  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  which  the  office  demands,  and  I 
assure  you.  gentlemen,  my  earnest  desire  and  en- 
deavor will  be  to  perform  these  duties  in  such  a  maL- 
ner  as  to  meet  your  approval.  The  increased  growrh 
of  the  city  in  business  and  population  has  added 
greatly  to  the  responsibilities  of  those  who  administ- 
er its  affairs. 

Under  the  present  organization  a  large  portion  of 
the  executive  as  well  as  legislative  powers  of  the 
Municipal  Government  are  exercised  by  this  Board, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  powers  vested  in  us  are  we 
responsible  for  the  good  government  of  the  city.  D 
is  incumbent  upon  us,  therefore,  in  assuming  the  per- 
formance of  these  important  duties,  to  do  so  with  a 
firm  and  determined  purpose  to  faithfully  and  hon- 
estly advocate  and  carry  out  such  measures,  and 
such  only,  as  will  help  develop  tne  growth  of  Boston 
and  promote  the  general  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
the  citizens. 

The  noble  sentiments  and  inspiring  words  which 
we  have  just  heard  expressed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor 
will  meet  with  a  hearty  response  from  the  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  our  city,  and  should  make  every 
member  of  the  Gouernment  proud  of  his  opportuni 
ties  for  doing  something  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Gentlemen,  trust- 
ing that  our  associations  here  may  be  of  the  most 
pleasant  character,  and  that  nothing  may  arise  to 
prevent  the  most  friendly  relations  in  the  perform- 
ance of  all  our  duties,  and  again  thanking  you  for 
your  consideration,  I  await  your  further  pleasure. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Common  Council  informing  that  body  of  the 
organization  of  the  Board,  and  a  recess  of  fifteen  min- 
utes was  taken.  After  the  recess  a  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Common  Council  to  the  effect  that 
the  Council  was  fully  organized  and  ready  to  proceed 
to  business. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  proposing  a  joint  con- 
vention for  the  choice  of  City  Clerk.  The  Council 
having  concurred,  the  Board  proceeded  to  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  to  participate  in  the  convention. 

COMMON    COUNCIL. 

After  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  retired,  Mr.  Shaw- 
resumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  president.  Messrs.  Thacher 
of  Ward  1.5,  Bn-ckett  of  Ward  10,  Cawley  of  Ward  2, 
Kent  of  Ward  21  and  Whiston  of  Ward  8  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  the  votes,  and  from 
their  report  it  appeared  that  Edward  O.  Shepard  of 
Ward  4  was  chosen  president,  he  having  received  72 
votes,  the  whole  number  cast. 

Messrs.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  and  Dean  of  Ward 
12  were  appointed  a  committee  to  conduct  the  presi- 
dent to  the  chair,  and  on  taking  the  chair  the  presi- 
dent said— 
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Gi-Mtlemen  of  the  Common  Council— I  am  deeply 
irratefiil  to  you  for  the  conlidence  in  me  yon  have  dis- 
played and  tlie  high  honor  you  have  conferred  upon 
me  in  electing  me  by  your  unanimous  vote  to  this 
important  office.  Whatever  previous  strivings  there 
have  been  in  the  labored  onset  which  on  my  behalf 
was  mainly  opposed  by  the  quiet  influence  of  my 
record  in  this  i-ilace  during  the  past  year;  whatever 
unjust  and  unfounded  arguments  may  have  been 
n>ed  against  me  to  aid  the  opposing  purpose— on 
which  fide  any  of  you  may  have  been  arrayed;  these, 
in  to  far  as  you  all  are  concerned,  are  no  longer 
to  be  remembered  by  me,  but  are  fully  can- 
celled by  vour  unanimous  vote  today.  To  be 
called  to  preside  over  the  Common  Council 
of  1874  I  regard  as  an  especial  honor,  not 
only  on  account  of  its  superior  character,  but  be- 
cause there  are  embraced  in  it,  for  the  first  time,  the 
representatives  of  the  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  wards,  whom,  in  behalf  of  t^e  repre- 
sentatives of  Boston,  as  it  was,  I  welcome  to  this  Coun- 
cil Chamber.  Having  occupied  this  office  during  the 
last  year,  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  its  duties,  its 
responsibilities,  and  its  difficulties,  it  will  be  my 
conscientious  endeavor,  at  all  times,  to  acquit  my- 
self iu  all  tiiat  belongs  to  the  position  with  fidelity 
to  the  public  trust  it  imposes  upon  me,  and  with  a 
due  reifard  to  your  risihts  and  privileges.  1  shall 
confidently  look  to  you  for  the  support  without  which 
I  caiinit  hope  to  succeed,  and  for  jour  charitable 
construction  upon  the  errors  and  on  issions  which  I 
may,  from  lime  to  time,  unintentionilly  commit. 

In  justice  to  you  and  to  myself,  I  taKe  this  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  in  your  full  assembly  that  no  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  has  received  from  me,  or  trom 
any  other  person  with  my  knowledge  or  authority, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  assurance  or  intimation  of 
any  place  or  preferment  which  lies  in  my  power  as 
president  to  bestow.  The  personal  knowledge  of 
the  truth  of  my  statement  which  yourselves  possess, 
gives  the  intentional  lie  to  those  unprincipled  men 
whu  to  secure  their  own  ends  have  said  otherwise. 
A  few  suggestions  that  have  occurred  to  me  from  my 
experience  in  the  two  Councils  prior  to  this,  regard- 
ing matters  that  are  or  may  be  governed  by  your 
rules  and  rearulations,  will  ba  received  for  what  they 
may  be  worth.  A  loose  way  has  heretofore  prevail- 
ed of  obtaining  the  City  Solicitor's  legal  opinion  for 
the  purpose  of  using  it  in  argument  for  or  against  a 
measure  under  consideration.  If  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  were  constitutea  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  this  body  and  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor 
upon  questions  of  the  legality  of  pending  orders 
should  only  be  a^ked  and  obtained  through  that 
committee,  to  which  all  such  matters  could  be  re- 
ferred, the  opinions  would  without  doubt  be  more 
carefully  asked,  and  the  law  instead  of  the  lawyer 
would  be  more  likely  to  suffer  blame.  A  large  num- 
ber of  reports  and  orders  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspestiou  of  Buildings  occupy  time  in 
every  meeting,  in  taking  their  several  readings,  but 
which  have  always  been  looked  upon  as  mere  matters 
of  form.  It  is  possible  that  some  method  can  be  de- 
vised, either  by  delegating  the  proper  power  to  the 
committee,  or  in  some  other  way,  by  which  that 
business  can  be  transacted  as  well  as  it  is  now  done. 
and  save  the  time  of  the  City  Council  for  less  formal 
matters. 

Your  presiding  officer  cannot  interfere  with  the 
freedom  of  debate  unless  it  transgresses  some  rule  of 
parliamentary  law  or  of  your  own  adoption.  The 
previous  question  has  heretofore  been  the  only 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  debate.  The  discussion 
of  questions  that  come  before  you  should  be  extend- 
ed enough  to  give  them  the  fullest  consideration,  so 
that  all  may  vote  intelligently  and  upon  their  own 
judgment  of  the  merits;  but  this  is  a  business  body 
and  the  time  of  its  members  ought  not  to  be  occupied 
with  idle  remarks,  or  with  speeches  for  outside  effect 
tnat  are  jiot  needed  to  give  sufficient  information  or 
argument  to  secure  the  passage  or  defeat  of  the  pend- 
ing measure.  It  is  in  your  power  to  make  such  rules 
regulating  the  freedom  of  debate  as  you  may  think 
expedient. 

This  Common  Council  enters  upon  its  career  under 
the  most  favorable  auspices.  It  already  deservedly 
enjoys  a  high  reputation  for  the  superior  ability  and 
excellence  "of  its  material.  It  possesses  the  public 
confidence  to  an  unusual  degree.  The  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  public  mind  for  wise  and  honest 
legislation  in  municipal  affairs  centre  upon  it.  I  pre- 
dict that  by  the  dignity  and  decorum  that  will  prevaH 
in  all  your  proceedings,  by  the  wisdom  that  will  be 
shown  in  your  dealing  with  the  subjects  upim  which 
you  will  be  called  to  act  by  your  disinterested  devo- 
tion to  the  public  trusts  committed  to  your  cnarge, 
the  Common  Council  of  1874  will  achieve  for  Itself  a 
foremost  place  in  the  annals  of  the  city  governments 
of  Boston. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  »,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  clerk,  and  Messrs.  Wilbur  of 
Ward  9,  Pease  of  Ward  1.  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  Abbott 
of  Ward  3,  and  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  collect  the  votes,  and  they  re- 
ported that  Washington  P.  Gregg  had  been  elected, 
he  receiving  seventy-one  votes.  The  oath  of  office 
was  administered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil by  John  P.  Healy,  the  City  Solicitor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  it  was  or- 
dered that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inform  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  organization  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  Mr.  Barnes  was  appointed  such 
committee  and  attended  to  that  duty. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men that  John  T.  Clark  had  been  elected  cnairman 
of  said  board. 

Read  and  placed  on  file. 

IN  JOINT   CONVENTION. 

A  joint  convention  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  City  Clerk,  the  Mayor  presiding.  Alder- 
man Stebhins,  Councilmen  Flynn  of  Ward  T  and 
Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  were  appoirted  a  committee 
to  receive  ballots,  and  they  reported  that  eighty- four, 
the  whole  number,  had  been  cast  for  Samuel  F.  Mc- 
Cleary,  and  that  he  had  been  chosen. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  City 
Clerk,  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  withdrew,  and  President  Shepard  resumed 
the  chair. 

BOARD  or  ALDEKMEN. 

Eight  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court. 

The  following  executive  appointments  were  con- 
firmed: 

Constables— Charles  Burcham,  Joseph  H.  Knox, 
Stephen  P.  Kellogg. 

Special  Policeman— John  J.  Bourne,  Monument- 
square  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  a  committee  on  accounts,  which  resulted 
as  follows:  John  T.  Clark,  Vi;  James  Power.  12; 
Solomon  B.  Stehbins,  11;  and  Aldermen  Clark. 
Power  and  Stebbins  were  declared  elected  such 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  1873  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  oiders 
of  this  Boara  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that 
Aldermen be  a  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port if  any  alterations  are  required  therein. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Clark,  Bigelow  and  Harris 
appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  several  heads  of  departments 
and  boards  of  directors  of  the  various  institutions 
be  authorized  to  submit  their  annual  reports  in  print 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  such  of  the  subordinate  employes 
in  tke  service  of  the  city  of  Charlestown  and  the 
.towns  of  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  8t  the  time  of 
their  union  with  the  city  of  Boston,  as  may  be  re- 
quired, be  retained  in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton under  the  direction  of  the  heads  of  the  various 
departments  to  which  their  service  appropriately  be- 
longed until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  several 
superintendents  or  heads  of  departments  be,and  they 
ere  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  take  the  charge  ana 
direction  of  such  employes  accordingly,  and  also  of 
all  public  property  heretofore  belonging  to  said  de- 
partments in  Charlestown.  West  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton. 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  paid  to  said  em- 
ployes, thus  adopted  by  the  several  departments,  be 
continued  until  the  close  of  the  present  salary  year, 
or  until  otherwise  ordered,  at  the  same  rate  per  day 
or  month  as  was  fixed  for  their  services  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton, respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  late  City  Clerk  of  Charlestown 
and  the  treasurers  of  Charlestown.  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbury  be  retamed  as  assistants  respectively 
to  the  City  Clerk  and  City  Treasurer  of  Boston  until 
the  close  of  the  present  salary  year,  at  the  same  ratf 
of  compensation  heretofore  allowed  to  them  respec- 
tively, for  the  purpese  of  completing  the  work  in 
their  several  departments;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurers  of  Charlestown. Brigh- 
ton and  West  Roxbury  be  authorized  to  pay  until  the 
12th  inst.  all  bills  against  their  respective  municipal- 
ities which  have  been  duly  allowed,  approved  and 
audited  up  to  January  1. 

Severally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow — 

Ordered,  That  until   otherwise   ordered.   Mondays 
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t  4  o'clock  P.  M.  be  assigned  as  the  days  and  hour 
or  holding  the  regular  meetings  of  this  Board. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  one  member  of  the  Common  Council  from 
each  ward  be  a  committee  to  determine  and  pay  the 
allowances  of  State  aid  to  the  families  of  disabled 
soldiers  and  the  families  of  the  slain,  pursuant  to  the 
existing  acts  of  the  Legislature;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  employ  a  paymaster  and  such 
clerical  assistants  as  may  be  required  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  that  the  expense  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Soldiers'  Kclief. 

Passed. 

An  order  was  received  from  the  Council  appointing 
a  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders.  The  Board 
concurred  and  Aldermen  Cutter  and  Worthington 
were  joined  to  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  a  Joint  Special  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed consisting  of  three  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  to  take  charge  of  the  unfinished  work  of  pro- 
curing surveys,  plans  and  estimates  for  the  improve- 
ments on  the  district  bounded  northwesterly  by 
Washington  street,  southwesterly  by  Euslis  street 
and  Wall  street,  southeasterly  by  Albany  street,  and 
northeasterly  by  Northampton  street;  said  committee 
to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  the  Northampton- 
street  District. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Cutter.  Stebbins  and  Pres- 
cott  appointed. 

Adjourned. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

It  was  ordered — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  that  Thurs- 
day next  at  8j<r  P.  M.  be  assigned  as  the  time  for  the 
election  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  a  Standing 
Committee  on  Accounts,  and  Messrs.  Wilbur  of 
Ward  »,  Powers  of  Ward  4,  and  Train  of  Ward  13 
were  ai)pointed  a  committee  to  nominate  candidates. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  that 
Messrs. be  appointed  a  committee  to  nomi- 
nate a  Director  of  Public  Inslitntions.  Laid  on  the 
table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  the  following- 
named  persons  were  appointed  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee of  the  Council  on  Elections:  Messrs.  Woods  of 
Ward  8,  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  Long  of  Ward  22,  Bur- 
gess of  Ward  y  and  Beal  of  Ward  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bnrditt  of  Ward  Ifi,  the  Presi- 
dent appointed  Messsr.  Bnrditt  of  Ward  1(>,  Board- 
man  of  Ward  14,  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Cawley  of  Ward 
2,  and  Kent  of  Ward  21,  a  committee,  with  such  as 
the  Aldermen  may  join,  to  icport  what  disposition 
should  be  made  of  the  topics  in  the  Mayor's  inau- 
gural address. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  that  the 
rules  and  orders  f>f  the  Common  Council  of  1873  be 
adopted  for  the  government  of  this  Council  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  that  the  Mu- 
nicipal Register  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders,  who  may  em- 
ploy snch  assistance  as  may  be  deemed  advisable; 
and  that  they  also  prepare  a  pocket  edition  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  that  Thursday 
next,  at  8  P.  M.,  be  assigned  as  the  time  for  the  elec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  and  Messrs.  Davis  of  Ward  14, 
Loring  of  Ward  12,  and  Thacher  of  Ward  15  were  ap- 
pointed to  make  nominations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  that  the  sev- 
eral joint  standing  committees  be  directed  to  resume 
the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  appropriate  to 
said  committees,  and  all  snch  business  be  hereby  re- 
ferred accordingly.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  ad- 
dress, that  the  same  may  be  printed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  Presi- 
dent appointed  Messrs.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Dean 
of  Ward  12  and  Denny  of  Ward  9  a  committee  to 
prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  Common  Council  for 
1874. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— That  Thurs 
day,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  the  time 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Council  until  otherwise' 
ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— That  the 
Clerk  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  transcript  of 


the  Journal  of  the  Council  for  the  current  municipal 
year. 

The  following  papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
received  concurrent  action; 

Order  directing  the  treasurers  of  Charlestown, 
West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  to  pay  bills  until  the 
12th  inst.    Passed. 

Order  to  retain  the  Clerks  and  Treasurers  of 
Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  city  until  otherwise  ordered.     Passed. 

Order  appointing  a  special  committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District.    Passed. 

Order  that  subordinate  employes  in  Charlestown, 
West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  be  retained  by  the 
hefids  of  departments  of  the  city  of  Boston.     Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatly  of  Ward  4— 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  of  the  City  Council  of  187:^ 
be  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  present  Coun- 
cil till  otherwise  ordered. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  presi- 
dent appointed  Messrs.  Brackett,  Dean  and  Denny  a 
committee,  with  such  as  the  Aldermen  may  loin,' to 
prepare  joint  rules  and  orders  for  the  City  Council 
dnring  the  present  year. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  consist- 
ing of  five  members  of  the  Common  Council  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Alderman  may  join,  be  appoint- 
ed, who  shall  consider  the  expediency  of  laying  out 
one  or  more  public  parks,  upon  a  scale  befitting 
the  present  public  demaud  and  the  prospective  in- 
crease in  area  and  population  by  additional  annexa- 
tion of  cities  and  towns  to  Boston:  and  to  report 
upon  the  same  with  such  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations as,  in  their  judgment,  the  best  interests 
of  the  metropolis  may  require.  Said  committee  to 
be  called  thf^  Committee  on  Public  Works. 

Mr.  Shaw  explained  that  the  order  was  identical  with 
the  one  offered  in  the  last  Council.  He  believed  the 
order  represented  public  sentiment,  and  he  hoped  no 
words  of  his  or  anybody  else  would  be  needed  to  in- 
duce the  Council  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  it  very  unusual  to 
introduce  such  an  order  when  it  was  understood  this 
was  a  meeting  for  routine  business  only.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  charge  of  topics  in  the 
Mayor's  message  should  be  permitted  to  report  on 
this  subject  before  passing  such  an  order  as  this. 
He  moved  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table.    Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  to  consist 
of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council,  together  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed,  with  in- 
structions to  provide  soup  for  the  poor,  said  soup  to 
be  dealt  out  from  various  convenient  localities  under 
the  direction  of  said  committee;  the  expense  of  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Inci- 
dentals. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  no  doubt  his  worthy  friend 
from  Ward  9  would  object  to  this  order,  but  he  had 
no  objections.  He  only  wanted  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton to  get  the  soup,  and  in  offering  this  measure  he 
believed  he  represented  the  people  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  there  is  a  proper  time 
and  place  to  do  everything,  and  this  is  an  improper 
time  to  do  business  with  which  the  Council  is  unfa- 
miliar. He  moved  that  the  order  lie  noon  the  table, 
though  he  was  strongly  tempted  to  move  an  indefin- 
ite postponement. 

A  rising  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
taken,  but  before  the  result  was  declared  Mr.  Shaw 
of  W^ard  5  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
Council  refused  to  sustain  the  call.  The  President 
announced  the  result  to  be  47  for,  21  against  Mr. 
Denny's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Petitions  were  received  from  W.  P.  Farrington  ef 
al.,  for  a  recount  of  the  vote  for  councilmenin  Ward 
13;  from  Robert  McCue  and  John  W.  Mahan,  giving 
notice  of  intention  to  contest  the  seats  of  Richard 
Jennings  and  Michael  McCarty,  councilmen  elect 
from  Ward  5;  from  John  Sanborn  et  al.,  for  a  recount 
of  the  votes  for  councilmen  in  Ward  21,  and  from  W. 
F.  Watson,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the  fourth  seat 
in  the  Council  from  Ward  5. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  draw  for  seats  in  the  usual  manner,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of 
Ward  9,  the  Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    8,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  Preeideut,  in  the 
chair.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  roll 
was  called. 

Present— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Beal, 
Bearce,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Bracket!,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker.  Crowley,  Cud- 
worth,  Cushnian,  Dacey,  Day,  Dean,  Denny,  Flatley, 
Flynn,  Fuller, Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks, 
Hine,  Hunnewell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Long,  Loring,  Martin,  Minot,  Moley,  Mooney,  Noyes, 
Page,  Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweat,  Sweetser, 
Thacher,  Walbridge,  Warren,  West,  Weston,  Whis- 
ton,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 
64. 

Absent— Messrs.  Barry.  Bent,  Brown,  Davis,  Lynch, 
McCarty,  Morse,  Peabody,  Train— 9. 

REPORT   OP  COMMITTEE   ON   ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended in  order  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Elections.    Carried. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Sanborn  et  al.  for  a  recount  of  votes  cast  for 
members  of  the  Common  Council  at  the  last  election 
in  Ward  21,  reported  that  they  have  carefully  re- 
counted the  original  ballots  in  the  possession  of  the 
City  Clerk,  with  the  following  result:  William  H. 
Kent,  498;  H.  H.  Chandler,  178;  Francis  W.  Pray, 
474;  John  Kelley,  449:  Francis  B.  Bogan,  269;  B.  P. 
Stacey,  6;  William  Howard,  3;  James  K.  Carmichael, 
2;  Charles  A.  West,  2;  J.  Riley,  1.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  William  H.  Kent  and  Francis  W.  Pray,  who 
now  occupy  seats  in  the  Common  Council,  wert:  duly 
elected. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  notices 
from  John  W.  Mahan  and  Robert  McCue  contesting 
the  right  of  Richard  Jennings  and  Michael  H.  Mc- 
Carty to  occupy  the  seats  in  The  Common  Council 
from  Ward  5,  and  asking  for  a  recount  of  the  votes 
cast  for  members  of  the  Council  from  said  ward,  and 
for  such  furtlier  action  as  to  the  legality  of  the  elec- 
tion as  may  be  deemed  appropria'e  and  necessary; 
and  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  petition  of  W.  P. 
Watson,  asking  for  a  recount  of  ihe  votes  cast  for 
Councilmen,  in  the  belief  that  errors  were  made  in 
the  count  by  the  ward  officers,  reported,  that  al- 
though the  petition  from  W.  P.  Watson  failed  to 
specify  the  ward  in  which  errors  were  alleged,  the 
committee  were  ahle  to  identify  it  with  Ward  5,  inas- 
much as  the  petitioner  was  a  candidate  for  the  Coun- 
cil from  that  ward,  and  had  with  others  served  a  no- 
tice on  the  City  Clerk,  .immediately  after  the 
election,  setting  forth  his  belief  that  the  re- 
turns were  incorrectly  made  by  the  ward  officers. 
As  the  two  contestants  also  asked  for  a  re- 
count of  all  the  votes  cast  for  Council- 
men,  the  committee  deemed  it  their  duty  to  waive 
any  defects  in  the  form  of  the  applications  and  re- 
count all  the  votes  as  requested.  Upon  unsealing 
the  box  containing  the  original  ballots,  there  was 
found  a  small  bundle  consisting  of  several  envelopes 
and  rolls,  containing  ballots,  or  parts  of  ballots, 
which  had  evidently  not  bten  counted  by  the  ward 
officers,  although  there  was  no  statement  to  show 
whether  they  had  or  had  not  been  counted.  All  the 
ballots  found  in  the  box,  except  those  contained  in 
the  bundle,  were  then  counted  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  George  A.  Shaw  .319,  Amos  L.  Noyes 
280,  Michael  H.  McCarty  260,  Richard  Jennings  254. 
John  W.  Mahan  233.  William  W.  Thain  184,  Robert 
McCue  2.35,  James  Kelley  121,  Henry  N.  Stone  46, 
William  F.  Watson  19,  William  Heman  14,  W.  J. 
Wilson  15,  W.  G.  Baker  15,  Thomas  Wallace  1.  John 
Small,  Jr  ,  12,  Thomas  R.  Wallace  2.  The  ballots 
contained  in  the  bundle  were  then  counted  with 
the  following  result:  Michael  H.  McCarty  26, 
Richard  Jennings  18,  John  W.  Mahan  76,  W. 
F.  Watson  56.  Georee  A.  Shaw  17,  Robert 
McCue  17,  James  Kelly  9,  Amos  L.  Noyes  4, 
William  W.  Thain  12.  Ona  package  contained 
about  fifty  parts  of  ballots,  pressed  together 
into  a  very  small  compass,  bearing  only  the  names 
of  John  W.  Mahan  asd  W.  F.  Watson  for  Council- 
men.    In  another   package  there    were,  four  .  loose 


pasters,  folded  up  in  a  piece  of  a  ballot  bearing  the 
name  of  Richard  Jennings.  These  pasters  are  not 
included  in  the  foregoing  count,  but  all  the  names 
contained  on  the  other  ballots  or  parts  of  ballots  are 
given.  After  they  were  counted,  the  ballots  were  re- 
stored as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  condition  in  which 
they  were  found.  It  will  be  oi^served  that  by  the  re- 
count of  the  votes  which  appear  to  have  been  p.op- 
eriy  cast,  the  sitting  members  are  entitled  to  their 
seats.  If  the  votes  which  appear  to  have  been  ille- 
gally cast  are  counted,  John  W.  Mahan  has  a  larger 
number  than  Richard  Jennings.  Under  these  cir- 
cumsiances  the  committee  have  not  considered  it 
proper  to  pursue  the  investigation  further,  and  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  without  instructions  from 
the  Council.  A  comparison  of  the  published  returns 
of  the  ward  officers,  with  the  recount  by  the  com- 
mittee is  appended: 

Published       Recount  of       Ballots  In 
Name.  returns,     regular  ballots,      bundle. 

John  W.  Mahan 243  233  TC 

Henry  N.Stone 38  46 

■VViUlam  W.  Thain 178  184  12 

Amos  L.  Noyes 364  280  4 

Michael  H.  McCarty.. 252  260  26 

Robert  McCue 233  2:35  17 

Richard  Jennings 252  254  18 

George  A.  Shaw 302  319  17 

James  Kelley 116  121  9 

■William  F.  Watson....  23  19  56 

■William  Heman 14 

■W.  J.  Wilson 15 

W.  G.  Baker 15 

Thomas  Wallace 1 

John  Small,  Jr 12 

Thomas  K.  Wallace 2 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  F.  Farrington  et  al.,  for  a  recount  of  the 
votes  cast  for  members  of  the  Common  Council  at 
the  last  municipal  election  in  Ward  13,  reported  that 
they  have  carefully  recounted  the  original  ballots 
with  the  following  result:  Wilham  Morse  .352,  Wil- 
liam G.  Train  401,  Martin  Lynch  .331,  Nathan  S.  Wil- 
bur 382,  W.  Elliot  Woodward  .340,  John  J.  Fox  317, 
J.  P.  Council  277.  John  Norton  260,  A.  W.  Newman 
19,  Daniel  Whittaker  11,  James  B.  Wheeler  8,  Gideon 
Jenkins  8,  H.  B.  Chamberlin  1.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  William  Morse,  William  G.  Train,  W. 
Elliot  Woodward  and  Nathan  S.  Wilbur  were  elected, 
and  that  Martin  Lynch,  who  received  a  certificate  of 
election,  and  now  occupies  a  seat  in  this  board,  was 
not  elected.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas,  If  appears  from  a  recount  of  the  original 
ballots  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  in  Ward  13, 
that  W.  Elliot  Woodward  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  from  said  ward,  in  place  of 
Martin  Lynch, who  received  a  certificate  of  election — 

Resolved,  That  W.  Elliot  Woodward  is  entitled  to 
■  the  seat  in  this    board   now    occupied    by   Martin 
Lynch. 

The  leport  was  accepted  and  the  preamble  and  res- 
olution adopted. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  conduct  Mr.  Woodward  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  or  the  City  Clerk  to  be  qualified  as  a 
member  of  the  Council.  Carried;  and  Messrs.  Flynn 
of  Ward  7  and  Powers  of  Ward  4  were  appointed 
said  committee  They  subsequently  reported  that 
they  haa  attended  to  the  duty  assigned,  and  that  Mr. 
Woodward  had  taken  and  subscribed  to  the  necessary 
oaths  of  office  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council.  The  report  was  accepted  and  Mr.  Wood- 
ward took  his  seat. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Order  authorizing  the  heads  of  departments,  etc., 
to  submit  their  annual  reports  in  print.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  appoiatment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
determine  and  pay  the  allowance  of  State  aid  to  "the 
families  of  dis-abled  soldiers  and  the  families  of  the 
slain."  Passed;  and  Messrs.  Cushman  of  Ward  1, 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  Gordon  of  Ward  3,  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  Jennings  of  Ward  5,  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Bar- 
ry of  Ward  7,  Brown  of  Ward  8,  Peabody  of  Ward  9, 
Leach  of  Ward  10,  Cudworth  of  Ward  11,  Walbridge 
of  Ward  12.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Sweat  of  Ward  14, 
Fuller  of  Ward  15,  Perkins  of  Ward  16.  Minot  of 
Ward  17,  Moley  of  Ward  19,  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  Pray 
of  Ward  21,  Hicks  of  Ward  22,  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Severally  acted  upon  in  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  a  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Laid 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12. 

REPORT    OF   THE    BOARD   OF   FIRE    COMMISSIONERS. 

The  second  monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  was  submitted,  giving  details  of  the 
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fires  and  alarms  during  the  monlh  of  December. 
Whole  number  of  alarms  during  the  month  34,  in- 
cluding 23  still  ilarms;  loss  on  buildings,  $'4,164; 
insurance  on  do..  $10,589;  loss  on  stock,  $8130  50; 
insurance  on  do.,  $0447  50;  number  of  alarms  during 
month  of  December,  1872,  46. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

RESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Charles  J. 
Prescott  resigning  his  position  as  Trustee  at  large  of 
the  City  Hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  resigaatiou 
was  accepted  and  the  communication  sent  up. 

COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCE. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  from  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  members  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Finance,  submitted  a  report,  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  William  H.  West  of  Ward 
16,  George  P.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  Benjamin  Dean  of 
Ward  12,  Charles  E.  Powers  of  Ward  4.  Halsey  J. 
Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Francis  H.  Peabody  of  Ward 
9,  and  Francis  Hnnnewell  of  Ward  19. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— As  one  of  the  committee 
on  nomination,  I  would  say  that  Mr.  Weston  of 
Ward  1,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee last  year,  and  who  was  a  member  of  two  other 
important  committees,  and  also  a  Director  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries,  has  declined  a  renomination 
that  a  gentleman  who  is  a  member  of  one  of  the 
largest  banking  Arms  in  the  city  may  be  elected  a 
member  of  this  committee  Mr.  Weston  also  desired 
to  make  room  on  the  committee  for  a  member  of  the 
Council  from  one  of  the  new  wards.  It  is  due  to  that 
gentleman  that  these  facts  should  be  stated,  as  they 
SHOW  a  sensitive  regard  for  the  feelings  and  rights  of 
others. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Barnes  of  Ward  11  the  Council  at  eight  o'clock  pro- 
ceeded, according  to  special  assignment,  to  ballot  for 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  presi- 
dent appointed  Messrs.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  Loring  of 
Ward  12  and  Bent  of  Ward  2  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  the  following 
result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 71 

Necessary  to  a  choice , 36 

William  H.  West 70 

George  P.  Denny 71 

Benjamin  Dean 71 

Charles  E,  Powers 71 

Halsey  J.  Boardman 71 

Francis  H.  Peabody 71 

Francis  Hunne well 71 

George  A.Shaw 1 

Messrs.  West,  Denny,  Dean,  Powers,  Boardman, 
Peabody  and  Hunnewell  weie  declared  elected. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED 

By  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3— Petition  of  the  officers 
of  Battery  A,  Boston  Light  Artillery,  for  new  armory. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 -Petition  of  Captain  H. 
A.  Thomas,  for  new  armory  for  Company  D.  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table. 

COMMITTEE   ON   ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  from  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  Committee  on  Accounts, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
James  J.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Frederick  Pease  of  Ward 
1,  J.  Q.  A.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Amos  L.  Noyes  of 
Ward  5,  William  H.  Kent  of  Ward  21. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the 
Council  proceeded,  by  special  assignment  made  at  the 
last  meeting,  to  ballot  for  a  Committee  on  Accounts. 
The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Burditt  of  Ward  16, 
Weston  of  Ward  1  and  Crocker  of  Ward  6  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  report- 
ed the  following  as  the  result  of  the  ballot: 

Whole  number  of  votes 70 

Necessary  to  a  choice 36 

James  .J.  Flynn , 68 

Frederick  Pease 69 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett 70 

Amos  L.  Noyes 69 

William  H.  Kent 70 

G.  A.  Shaw ;  2 

J.  K.  Crowley 2 

Messrs.  Flynn,  Pease,  Brackett,  Noyes  and  Kent 
were  declared  elected. 

THE   POST-OFFICE    EXTENSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— 

Whereas,  The  United  States  Government  did,  on 
the  3d  of  March  last,  make  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  land  to  extend  the  new  Poet-OlBce  site  in  this 
city,  the  only  condition  to  said  extension  being  the 


widening  of  certain  streets  adjoining  the  said  site; 
and 

Whereas,  The  condition  has  been  fully  complied 
with  on  the  part  of  this  city  at  an  expense  of  at  least 
half  a  million  dollars,  incurred  solely  with  a  view  to 
.the  enlargement  of  the  Post  Office';  and 

Whereas,  The  amount  appropriated  by  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  found  insufficient  to  properly,  com- 
pensate the  owners  5f  the  lands  required  for  tlie  ex- 
tension; and 

Whereas,  A  reoort  was  made  by  the  Sub-Committee 
on  Appropriations  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  6th  inst.,  recommending  that  no  additional 
appropriation  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  purchase 
of  additional  land — 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City,  Council 
of  Boston,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment is  fully  pledged  to  extend  the  Post  Office  to 
Congress  street,  as  provided  in  the  act  of  Marca  a, 
1873,  and  to  make  reasonable  and  just  compensation 
for  the  lands  taken  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as  the 
Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  appear  before 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  at  VVashington, 
and  represent  the  views  of  the  City  Governmeut  and 
citizens  of  Boston  as  to  the  importance  of  enlarging 
the  Post  Office  as  originally  proposed;  and  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  accompany  said 
committee;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  ask  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  that  the  order  may  be  passed  this  evt^nihg.  A 
despatch  has  been  sent  to  ex-Mayor  Pierce  asking 
him  to  request  the  Congressional  Committee  on  Ap? 
propriations  not  to  take  further  st'^ps  in  the  matter 
until  some  action  has  been  taken  by  the  City  Couij- 
cil  of  Boston.  Mr.  Pierce  has  replied  that  the  com- 
mittee have  agreed  to  the  sugges  ion  made  by  hiin. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  charge  of  this  mat- 
ter that  if  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  City 
Council  to  go  there,  they  may  possibly  get  tiiis 
appropriation  through— that  is,  if  they  go  immedi- 
ately.   I  therefore  move  that  the  rules  be  suspendad,. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  resolve  and  or^er 
were  passed,  and  Messrs.  Flynn  of  .Ward  7,  Dean  ,of, 
Ward  12,  and  Boardman  of  Ward  14  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1-^ 

Ordered,   That  Messrs.  ,   with   such   as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  .  committee  ,  to 
nominate  candidates  for  Directors  of  the  East  Bo!-ton 
ferries. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Pease  of  W'ard  1,  Train  of 
Ward  IS,  and  Brackett  of  Ward  10  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  Superintendents  of  Bridges. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  Day  of 
Ward  1,  and  Walbridge  of  Ward  12  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  VVard  8— 

Ordered,  That    Messrs.    .  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  nominate  a  Harbor  Master. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Abbott 
of  Ward  3,  and  Sibley  of  Ward  20  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— 

Ordered,  That    Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  Weighers  ana  Inspectors  of 
Ballast. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Warren  of 
Ward  12,  and  Cushman  of  Ward  1  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4— 

Ordered,    That  Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Squares. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  Noyes  of 
Wards,  and  Moley  of  Ward  19  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8 — 

Ordered,  That   Messrs. ,  with   such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Morse  of 
Ward  13,  and  Crowley  of  Ward  7  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered.    That    Messrs.    ,     with     such    as, 
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the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  nominate  a  Cocliitiiate  Water  Board. 

Pasi^ed,  and  Messrc.  Noyep>  of  Ward  5,  Powers  of 
Ward  4,  and  Willcatt  of  Ward  17  were  appointed 
said  cominiriee. 

On  motion  cf  Mr.  Ttiacher  of  Ward  IB- 
Ordered,    That  Messrs.   ,  with    such    as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  commit  ee  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  City  Messenger. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Barnes  of 
Ward  11.  and  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  ruction  of  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2- 

Ordered,  That   Messrs.  ,  with     such    as   the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  Denny  of 
Ward  it,  and  Bearce  of  Ward  11  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bleiler  of  Ward  15 — 

Ordered,    That    Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Bleiler  of  Ward  15,  Woodward 
of  Ward  13,  and  Dacey  of  Ward  20  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— 

Ordered,  That    Messrs. ,  with    such    as   the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Fire  Commission. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— As  that  is  a  matter  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  I  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  order.    Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That   Messrs. ,    with   such   as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committ.e  to 
nominate  Trustees  of  the  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  West  of  Ward  16,  Page  of 
Ward  9,  and  Minot  of  Ward  17  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  order  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  nominate  a  Board  of  Direct- 
ors of  Public  Institutions  was  taken  from  the  table, 
amended  so  as  to  consist  of  five  members  on  the  part 
of  the  Council,  and  as  amended  passed.  Messrs. 
Whiston  of  Ward  8,  Wilbur  of  Ward  9.  Plynn  of 
Ward  7,  Pray  of  Ward  21,  and  Hunnewell  of  Ward 
19  were  ajjpointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Thactier  of  Ward  15  •  - 

Ordered,   That  Messrs. .  with    such  as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  nom- 
inate a  candidate  for  Superintendent  of  Common 
Sewers. 

Pasfied,  and  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Adams 
of  Ward  14,  and  Hine  of  Ward  6  were  appointed  said 
committee. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,    That  Messrs. .  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  nom- 
inate Trustees  of  the  Public  Library. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Paije  of  Ward  9,  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  and  Croclier  of  Ward  6  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

A   PERSONAL     EXPLANATION. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  take  this  opportn 
nity,  with  the  permission  of  the  Council,  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  some  portions  of  my  opening  remarks  at  tne 
organization  of  the  Council,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  canvass  for  the  presidency,  have  been 
mi8Con>trued,  as  referring  to  my  honorable  oppo- 
nent, the  gentleman  from  Wara  14,  and  his  imme- 
diate friends  in  this  Council,  It  is  my  pleasure  and 
my  duty  to  take  this  earliest  opportunity  to  disavow 
all  intention  of  reflecting  upon  him,  or  upon  them, 
in  what  I  then  said.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  that  my 
language  was  capable  of  such  an  interpretation.  I 
simply  intended  to  denounce  in  direct  terms  the  un- 
worthy means  that  were  resorted  to  by  persons  out- 
side of  this  Council  in  inventing  and  circulating  re- 
ports concerning  me  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now, 
believe,  that  any  member  of  this  Council  was  a  party 
to  the  dishonorable  tactics  that  may  have  been  used, 
and  I  am  certain  that  my  friend,  Mr.  Boardman,  did 
not  participate  in  them,  and  I  regret  that  any  words 
of  mine  should  have  conveyed  a  wrong  impression 
to  any  one. 

OKDERS  PRESENTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  be  re- 
quested te  consider  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
fire-alarm  telegraph  into  the  19th  Ward  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  consider  ti'e  immediate  necessity  of 
providing  suitable  police  stations  for  the  19th  Ward. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hun- 
newell of  Ward  19. 

auditor's  MONTHLY    EXHIBIT. 

The  Chair  presented  the  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit 
for  December  (City  Doc.  No.  3).  It  was  sent  up. 
Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  expenditures  for 
the  month: 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 

General $11,2.S1,615  86  *  8,242,113  17  $2,969.502  69 

Special 9.493,26146  5,262,559  18  4,2.30,702  28 


j;20,724,877  32     $13,504,672  35 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4, 
adjourned. 


?7,220,204  97 
the  Council 
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BOARD       OF      ALDKRMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceediiig:s  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    12,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  lour  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  his  Honor 
Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 

RULES    AND   ORDEE8. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  commitee  to  prepare 
rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the  Board 
during  the  municipal  year,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
Board  of  Alderman  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders 
of  this  board,  with  the  following  amendment,  name- 
ly: Insert  in  section  24,  after  the  word  "remon- 
strances" "3d— Unfinished  business  of  preceding 
meetings." 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  report  (printed  City 
Document  No.  8)  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  City  Council  during  the  ensuing 
municipal  year,  who  having  considered  the  subject 
recommend  that  the  following  changes  be  made  in 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  City  Council,  namely: 

Changing  the  name  of  the  committee  on  "institu- 
tions at  South  Boston  and  Deer  Island,"  to  "Public 
Institutions." 

Making  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three  Councilmen,  so  as 
to  conform  to  the  new  Are  ordinance. 

Striking  out  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms,  that 
department  having  been  consolidated  with  the  Fire 
Department. 

Increasing  the  Committees  on  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings and  Armories  from  five  to  eight  members,  on 
account  of  the  additional  duties  devolving  upon 
them  by  the  growth  of  the  city. 

Requiring  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report 
upon  all  requests  for  adi.itional  appropriations, 
transfers  or  loans. 

Requiring  joint  committees  to  report  to  the  board 
in  which  the  subject  of  theii  report  originated. 

Requiring  reports  to  be  signed  by  a  member  of  the 
committee  belonging  to  the  body  to  which  the  report 
is  presented. 

Requiring  notice  to  be  given  by  the  clerks  when 
any  ordinance,  order  or  resolution  originating  in  one 
branch  is  rejected  in  the  other. 

Accompanying  the  report  was  ;an  order  covering 
the  proposed  changes  in  the  rules. 

Tne  order  was  passed,  and  his  honor  the  Mayor,  in 
accordanca  therewith,  appointed  the  following-named 
Aldermen  as  members  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
the 

JOINT   STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

Armories — Aldermen  Worthington,  ClaiV,  Hall. 

Assessors'  DepartmeKt — Aldermen  Harris,  Cutter, 
Stebbins. 

Bathing — Aldermen  Power,  Brooks,  Prescott. 

Claims — Aldermen  Cutter,  Worthingto.*.,  Brooks. 

Common,  etc. — Aldermen  Clark,  Power,  Bigelow. 

Femes — Aldermen  Emery.  Stebbins,  Brooks. 

Engineer's  Department — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cut- 
ter. 

Fire  Department — Aldermen  Harris,  Bigelow. 

Fuel — Aldermen  Peters,  Prescott. 

Harbor — Aldermen  Brooks,  Harris. 

Health — Aldermen  Worthington,  Power. 

City  Hospital — Aldermen  Clark,  Hall. 

Institutions — Aldermen  Worthington,  Cutter,  Pres- 
cott. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery — Aldermen  Peters,  Hall. 

Legislative  Matters — Aldermen  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington 

Ordinances— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Hal',  Peters. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Aldermen  Hall,  Harris. 

Public  Buildings — Aldermen  Emery,  Clark,  Pres- 
cott. 

Public  Instruction — Aldermen  Prescott,  Cutter, 
Worthington. 

Public  Lands — Aldermen  Emery,  Stebbins,  Brooks. 

Public  Library — Aldermen  Peters,  Emery,  Pres- 
cott. 

Printing — Aldermen  Power,  Worthington. 

Salaries — Aldermen  Stebbins,  Prescott. 

Streets — Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Worthington. 

Surveyor's  Department — Aldermen  Hall,  Emery. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Aldermen 
Brooks,  Power,  Hall. 

Treasury  Department — Aldermen  Peters,  Brooks. 

Water — Aldermen  Stebbiils,  Clark,  Bigelow. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE   BOARD  Or  ALDERMEN. 

Bridges— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  Harris. 

Cemeteries— Aldermen  Stebbins,  Peters,  Hall. 

County  Accounts  — Aldermen  Harris,  Stebbins, 
Bigelow. 

Faneuil  Hall,  etc.— Aldermen  Emery,  Clark,  Pres- 
cott. 

Lamps— Aldermen  Hall,  Emery,  Peters. 

Licenses — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Stebbins,  Emery. 

Markets,  etc.— Aldermen  Prescott,  Worthington, 
Harris. 

Paving— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  Peters. 

Police— Aldermen  Cutter,  Clark,  Peters. 

Sewers— Aldermen  Power,  Bigelow,  Harris. 

Steam  Engines — Aldermen  Brooks,  Power,  Emery. 

Streets-Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Worthington. 

PRO.IECTING  SIGNS. 

The  following  was  submitted:  ' 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston — 
I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Chief  of  Police 
in  relation  to  signs  projecting  over  the  streets  in  the 
"burnt  district,"  so-called.  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  some  action  to  restrain  the  occu- 
pants of  buildings  on  this  district  from  entering  into 
a  useless  competition  in  using  the  public  streets 
(which  have  been  widened  at  great  expense  by  the 
city)  for  the  display  of  projecting  signs  and  barriers. 
Added  to  the  fact  that  such  projections  are  liable  to 
become  dangerous  to  public  travel,  they  disfigure  the 
beautiful  buildings  which  all  the  citizens  of  Boston 
take  pride  in  having  appear  to  the  best  advantage. 
Samoel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  accompanying 
the  message,  gives  the  street  and  number  where  such 
signs  project,  the  name  of  the  proprietor  and  the  dis- 
tance the  sign  projects  from  the  building.  There  are 
forty-nine  signs  reported.  The  Chief  says,  "I  cannot 
learn  that  any  one  claims  to  have  had  permission, 
expressed  or  implied,  for  putting  out  any  of  these 
signs." 

The  communication  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

■  Constables- Joel  F.  Cotton,  Edward  Glafling,  Isaac 
Jacobs,  George  E.  Haynes,  George  A.  Walker,  Nich- 
olas G.  Lynch,  William  T.  Gardner,  Perez  R.  Jacobs, 
George  E.  Cutler,  James  Miskelley. 

Special  Police  Otticers  Without  Pay  —  John  L. 
Brockway,  for  Suffolk  Market:  John  McOarty.  Long- 
wood  avenue  and  its  vicinity. 

Railroad  Police  Officer — Frank  Moulton,  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad. 

Undertaker— Bernard  E.  Murray  of  West  Roxbury 
District. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Mayor's  Clerk— James  L.  Hillard. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Stephen  P.  Kelley,  Caleo  B.  Watts, 
Joseph  H.  Knox,  David  M.  R.Dow,  John  M.  Hodgate, 
Charles  Buicham,  constables,  and  Charles  W.  Kim- 
ball, Assistant-Register  of  Deeds,  being  duly  certi- 
fied, were  approved  by  the  Board. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Timothy  Gunning  et 
a/.,  to  be  paid  for  work  done  on  the  highways  in 
West  Roxbury  during  the  latter  portion  of  Decem- 
ber, 187.3. 

To  the  Committee  on  Crnnrnxm  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board,  Elisha  T.  Lonng,  for  leave  to  cut  down  trees 
on  Ashland  street,  Ward  16. 

Charles  H.  Bolles  et.  al  ,  for  removal  of  tree  from 
the  south  side  of  Waverley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  Hyland,  to 
be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Regent  street. 

Frank  P.  Ordway  et  at.,  for  crossing  stones  across 
Dorchester  avenue  from  Cottage  street  to  Crescent 
avenue. 

John  McCarthy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Dorchester  avenue,  near  Linden  street. 

Hersey,  Washburn  &  Co.  et  al ,  remonstrance 
against  having  swing  signs  projecting  over  Federal 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings.  Social  Law 
Library,  for  use  of  an  additional  room  in  the  Court 
House. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
Walter  Smith,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  four 
horses  on  Fourth  street,  No.  946. 

James  L.  Miller,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  seven 
horses  on  Middle  street.  Ward  12. 

Joseph  Sidwell,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Webster  street.  No.  174. 

William  Kellev  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed erection  of  a  stable  at  839  Fourth  street  by  J. 
H.  Wigglesworth. 
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John  O'Shaughuessy  et  al  remonstrance  against 
erection  of  stable  by  James  L.  Miller  on  Middle 
fit>r66t 

J.  M.  Smith,  to  occupy  a  riding-school  stable  for 
eixtv-four  horses  in  rear  of  1043  Washington  street; 
also  petitions  of  Daniel  Denny,  Jr.,  et  al.,  and  Mrs. 
Nathiinel  Walker,  et  al..  in  aid  of  same. 

John  Butland,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  H  street,  rear  No.  90. 

ORDER   OF   NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  George  W.  Simmons  &  Son,  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  at  Oak 
Hall,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  Februarj  2,  at  4  P.  M. 

REPORTS   OF   CITY   OFFICERS. 

Reports  of  city  officers  were  submitted,  abstracts 
of  which  are  herewith  appended: 

Paijinader  of  State  Aid.  For  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber, November  and  December— Balance  on  band 
October  1,  .$405:  received  from  the  Treasurer,  $18,500; 
disbursed,  $18, ()70;  leaving  balance  on  band  of  $235; 
total  iiuml)er  of  applicants,  ;W50. 

Annual  Reports  of  Suiierintendents  of  Bridges. 
Federal  sti-eet— Vessels  paffsed  through  the  draw, 
.94:30;  days  m'ii,  nights  2797.  Dover  street— Total 
number  of  vessels  passed  through.  6844.  Broadway 
Bridge— Total  vessels  passed  through,  7074.  Meridian 
street— Total  vessels,  2483.  Washington-avenue 
Bridge— Total  vessels,  13,1:32.  Chelsea  street— Total 
vessels,  7. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters.  Receipts  for 
the  quarter  ending  December  31,  $814  05;  expenses, 
$2:35;  lighters  inspected,  181. 

Superintendent  of  Lamps.  The  annual  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  was  submitted,  con- 
taining a  tabalar  statement  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  department  during  the  past  municipal  year,  a 
tatjle  showing  the  expenditures  in  detail  for  the  past 
seven  years,  and  one  showing  the  compaiatiye  net 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  public  lamps,  together 
with  such  general  information  as  may  be  i«f  interest 
relating  to  the  department.  The  department  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  good  condition,  and  the  men  employ- 
ed are  as  a  general  thing  prompt  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them.  The  past 
year  has  been  one  of  activity  in  this  department,  on 
account  of  the  removal  of  and  replacing  himps  on 
many  of  the  s'reets  in  the  •'tire  district."  and  the 
new  sections  of  the  city.  The  supplies  and  fixtures  to 
many  lamps  in  the  city  have  been  renewed;  large 
numbers  of  them  being  small  and  decayed  from  long 
use.  Many  iron  posts  have  been  set  in  place  of  un- 
sightly and  decayed  wooden  ones.  The  contracts 
have  not  been  changed  with  the  gas  companies  dur- 
ing the  year,  awd  the  only  change  made  since  the 
contract  with  the  Dorchester  Gas  Light  Company,  in 
November,  1870,  has  been  in  the  removal  of  the 
United  States  tax.  There  are  one  hundred  and  six 
men  employed  in  the  department  distributed  as  fol- 
lows: Gas  lamps — city  proper  47,  South  Bost<m  9, 
East  Boston  6,  Roxbury  19,  Dorchester  12,  Brookline 
1.  Fluid  lamps— city  proper  2.  Siiuth  Boston  3,  East 
Boston  2,  Roxbury  1.  Dorchester  3. 

The  following  tables  will  show  the  number  of  gas 
lamos  in  use  in  the  various  sections  of  the  city,  on 
the  15th  of  December,  1873,  as  compared  with  the  six 
previous  years: 

1867.   1868.    1869.    1870.    1871.    1872.    1873. 

City  Proper 2.948    3,015    3,155    3245    3,371    3,453    3,624 

East  Boston....    350       358       377       404       416       434       458 
South   Boston..    439       452       487       517       591       642       696 

Roxbury 567       589       707       838       930    1078    1,191 

Dorchester., 314       401       580       692       760 

Brookhne 45        47 

Totals 4,304    4,414    5,040    5,045    5,888    6,344    6,776 

The  increase  in  the  separate  sections  of  the  city, 
as  above,  has  been  as  follows:  In  1873,  city  proper, 
171;  East  Boston,  24;  South  Boston,  54;  Roxbury, 
113:  Dorchester,  68;  Brookline,  2;  total,  4:32. 

There  are  now  806  fluid  lamps  in  use,  distributed 
as  follows:  City  proper  131,  East  Boston  294,  South 
Boston  248,  Roxbury  60,  Dorchester  73— a  net  total 
decrease  during  the  year  of  34.  The  laying  of  new 
mains  by  the  gas  comnanles  is  gradually  causing  the 
almost  useless  lighting  of  the  streets  with  fluid  to  be 
abandoned,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  liberal  course 
will  be  pursued  by  these  corporations,  to  the  end  that 
all  our  streets  may  be  lighted  in  a  proper  and  satis- 
factory manner.  The  appropriation  for  the  financial 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  April  next,  was  .$.390,000; 
amount  expended  to  date,  $264,074  65;  balance  un- 
expended, $125,925  35. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Chief -of -Police.  Arrests  for  quarter  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1873,  6920;  males,  5547;  females,  1373;  Ameri- 
cans, 2511;  foreigners,  4409;  non-residents,  1610;  mi- 
nors, 1209;  committed.  4607;    lodgers,  15,845;    males, 


13,966;  females,  1879;  Americans,  6333;  foreigners, 
9512;  non-residents.  12,931;  minors,  1998.  Amount 
of  property  taken  from  prisoners  and  lodgers  and 
restored,  $18,775  22;  property  reported  stolen  in  the 
city,  $19,256;  property  recovered  which  was  stolen 
in  and  out  of  the  city,  $18,336  01;  fines  imposed  by 
the  courts.  $16,518;  amount  of  imprisonment  im- 
posed, 4.35  years  5  months;  amount  received  for  dog 
licenses,  $307;  expendituies  of  the  department  for 
the  quarter,  $166,452  26;  balance  of  appropriation  in 
treasury,  $198,0:37  90. 
Placed  on  file. 

PAPERS  PBOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCLL. 

Order  for  copy  of  the  Mayor's  Address.    Passed. 

Order  for  adoption  of  Joint  Rules  of  1873  until 
otherwise  ordered.     Passed. 

Order  for  the  preparation  of  the  Municipal  Regis- 
ter for  this  year,  also  for  a  pocket  edition  of  Rules 
and  Orders  and  of  Committees.    Passed. 

Order  for  reference  of  unfinished  .joint  business  to 
the  several  standing  committees.    Passed. 

Resolve  and  order  for  appointment  of  a  special 
Committee  (Messrs.  Flynn,  Dean  and  Boardman, 
with  such  as  this  Board  may  join),  to  proceed  to 
Washington  and  urge  the  General  Government  to 
carry  out  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  LTnited 
States  Post  Oftice.  Passed,  and  Aldermen  Clark  and 
Worthington  joined  to  the  committee. 

Resignation  of  Charles  J.  Prescott  as  trustee  at 
large  of  the  City  Hospital.     Accepted. 

Order  referring  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
in  the  hands  of  the  joint  standing  committees  to 
the  corresponding  committees  of  the  present  year. 
Passed. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  state  of  the  several  appropria- 
tions on  January  5,  1874,  (City  Doc.  No.  3.)  Placed 
on  file. 

COMMITTEES  JOINED. 

Various  orders  for  the  appointment  of  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  city  oiiicers  were  received  from 
the  Common  Council  and  passed  in  concurrence,  and 
the  following  appointments  made  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  accordance  therewith: 

Mayor's  Address— Aldermen  Clark,  Power,  Steb- 
bins. 

Harbor  Master — Aldermen  Power,  Hall. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Ballast  and  Lighters, 
etc. — Aldermen  Brooks,  Peters. 

Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.— Aldermen  Clark, 
\\  ortiiiiifjton. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  —  Aldermen 
Emery.  Prescott. 

Water  Board— Aldermen  Stebbins,  Bigelow. 

City  Messenger-  Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery. 

Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital — Aldermen  Clark. 
Harris. 

Superintendent  of  Streets — Aldermen  Cutter,  Pow- 
er. 

Superii  tendent  of  Bridges— Aldermen  Power,  Har- 
ris. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— Aldermen  Eme- 
ery.  Cutter. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery-  Aldermen  Peters, 
Hall. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions— Aldermen  Cut- 
ter. Worthington,  Prescott. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers  -  Aldermen  Prescott, 
Bigelow. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Aldermen  Bigelow, 
Peters. 

REPORTS   AND   ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, under  the  dir'-ction  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
be  authorized  to  fit  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Suflblk  County  and  his  assistants,  the  two 
rooms  formerly  occupied  by  the  Probate  Register,  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  Court  House;  the  expense 
to  be  chargeu  to  the  appropriations  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  be 
requested  to  report  to  this  Board  a  new  series  of  regu- 
lations for  the  use  of  said  hall. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  re- 
port what  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  bridges,  to  enable  the  City  Council  to 
elect  superintendents  of  Chelsea  Bridge,  Warren 
Bridge,  Charles-River  Bridge,  Prison-Point  Bridge 
and  Maiden  Bridge. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Po- 
lice Department  in  Brighton,  Charleetown  and  West 
Roxbury  receive  the  same  compensation  per  month 
as  the  corresponding  officers  and  members  of  the  Po- 
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lice  Department  in  this  city,  except  that  the  officers 
in  charfjo  of  the  said  departments  in  tlie  flrstnamed 
localities  slia'.l  receive  the  pay  of  captains  in  the  Po- 
lice Department. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  authorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
draw  upon  the  City  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all 
executions  or  juds;ments  of  court  against  the  city 
when  properly  certified  as  correct  by  the  City  Scflici- 
tor. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  — 

Whereas,  It  appears  to  this  Board  that  a  necessity 
exists  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Merchants' 
row.  between  State  and  Chatham  streets,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  construct  a  common 
sewer  in  said  Merchants'  row  and  to  report  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof  to  this  Board. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow — 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  and  they 
are  tiereby  authorized,  in  accordance  with  section  14, 
chapter  50,  of  the  General  Statutes,  to  make  rules 
and  regulations  to  restrain  sales  by  minors,  or  to 
grant  licenses  for  minors  to  make  such  sales,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  they  shall  prescribe. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  Thiit  the  Town  Hall  in  West  Roxbury  be 
leased  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  to 
any  proper  parties  who  may-  apply  for  the  use 
of  said  hall  for  the  purposes  of  exhibi- 
tions, concerts,  etc.,  at  such  rates  per  night 
and  on  such  conditions  as  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  may  prescribe.  The  receipts  from  this 
source,  after  the  deduction  of  all  expcuses  incident 
thereto  to  be  paid  by  said  Superintendent,  quarterly, 
into  the  city  treasury. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  whenever  the  Committee  on  Streets 
of  this  Board  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  to  refer  claims  for  damages  or  betterments 
relating  to  the  laying  out  or  widening  of  streets  to 
arbitration  for  settlement,  the  said  committee  is 
hereby  authorized  to  refer  such  claims,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solicitor. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  reported  in  tavor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  W.  H.  Mason  &  Co.,  for  auctioneers'  license 
at  41  Tremont  street;  A.  Harmon,  to  give  exhibition 


of  magic  at  John  A.  Andrew  Hall,  Pebuary  25;  A.  K. 
Adams,  to  give  dramatic  exhibition  at  Sumner  Hall, 
January  13;  A.  P.  Peck,  to  give  three  concerts  at 
Music  Hall,  January  la.  13  and  10;  Smith  <k  Wright, 
for  victualler's  license  at  corner  of  Court  and  Brattle 
streets;  C.  H.  Starkey,  for  auctioneers'  license  at 
corner  Travers  and  iieverly  streets;  Charles  A. 
Buyland,  to  keep  intelligence  office  at  11  Staniford 
street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark  submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street 
damages  as  follows:  Charles  Pope,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  heirs  of  Joseph  Bumstead  $183  78,  widening 
Magazine  street;  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York,  $37,926,  widening  Pearl  street;  Charles 
Pope,  trustee  for  heirs  of  Joseph  Bumstead,  $357  22, 
widening  Magazine  street;  James  Parker.  $1,599, 
widening  Pearl  street;  Susan  C.  Wheelright,  $2430  75, 
widening  Pearl  street;  E.  L.  Perkins,  $.502,  extension 
of  Thornton  street;  William  F.  Weld,  $55,015,  exten- 
sion of  Franklin  street  to  Pearl  street  and  widening 
Federal  street.     Severally  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow— 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
relating  to  the  improvement  on  Fort  Hill  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  chairmen  of 
the'.Committees  on  Streets,  Paving  and  Sewers,  to  be 
called  the  Special  Committee  on  Fort-Hill  Improve- 
ment, with  authority  to  exercise  all  the  powers  re- 
lating to  settlements  for  contracts,  work  and  other 
matters  relating  thereto,  and  also  all  matters  relating 
to  the  erection  of  temporary  structures  on  land  be- 
longing to  the  city  on  the  Fort-Hill  Territory,  which 
were  held  by  the  special  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  1873. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  the  several  standing  committees  of 
this  Board  resume  the  unfinished  business  of  last 
year  which  is  appropriate  to  said  committees. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  announced  that  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  had  organized  by  the  choice  of 
Alderman  Claik  as  chairman. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow — 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with 
such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  appointed 
to  have  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  army  and  navy 
monument  on  Boston  Common,  as  provided  in  the 
contract  with  Martin  Milmore. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Stebbins  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    15,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  hold  (it  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M.  The 
Council  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
the  senior  member,  the  President  being  absent. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  PHU  TEM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  president  pro  tem.  The 
Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Martin  of 
Ward  7  and  Sibley  of  Ward  20  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 57 

Necessary  to  a  choice ...29 

George  P.  Denny 25 

Benjamin  Dean 22 

W.  H.  Kent 1 

George  A.Shaw 5 

James  J.  Flynn 1 

J.  K.  Crowley 1 

C.  A.  Burdltt 1 

H.  G.  Denny 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 
A  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 70 

Necessary  to  a  choice 36 

George  P.  Denny 36 

Benjamin  Dean 28 

George  A.Shaw 4 

James  J.  Flynn 2 

Mr.  Denny  was  declared- elected. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 
informed  the  President  pro  tem.  of  his  election  and 
escorted  him  to  his  seat. 

The  President  pro  tem.— Gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  For  the  preference  you  have  manifest- 
ed for  me  this  evening,  in  electing  me  to  the  position 
of  presiding  officer  of  the  Council  pro  tem.,  please 
accept  my  thanks.  Called  unexpectedly  to  preside, 
and  without  any  recent  familiarity  with  the  duties  of 
the  position,  I  must  therefore  beg  your  kind  indulg- 
ence, trusting  that  we  shall  get  through  the  business 
of  the  evening  as  surely,  if  not  as  quickly,  as  usual. 

PAPEUS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Annual  reports  of  ice  Superintendents  of  Lamps 
and  of  the  Chelsea-street,  Mt.  Washington-avenue, 
Meridian-street,  Federal-street,  Dover-street  and 
Broadway  bridges,  and  quarterly  reports  of  the  Pay- 
master of  State  Aid,  and  Weighers  and  Inspectors  of 
Lighters.     Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  W.  Carter  for  renewal  of  lease, 
and  Timothy  Gunning  for  compensation  for  labor  on 
streets  in  West  Roxbury.  Severally  referred,  in 
concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor,  appointing  James 
L.  Hillard  as  his  clerk.     Placed  on  file. 

Order  authorizing  the  making  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions concerning  sales  by  minors,  as  provided  bylaw. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  what 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  ordinance  to  ena- 
ble the  City  Council  to  elect  superintendents  of  the 
several  bridges  in  Charlestown  District.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Town  Hall  of  West  Roxbury 
to  be  leased  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings for  the  purposes  of  concerts,  etc.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the  City 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  executions  or  judg- 
ments against  the  city  when  certittea.     Read  once. 

Order  for  the  monthly  payment  of  the  members  of 
the  Police  Department  in  Brighton,  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury.  Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the 
subject  of  a  soldiers'  monument  on  Boston  Common. 
Passed. 

Report  on  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil recommending  certain  changes  in  the  rules  and 
orders  of  last  year,  and  an  order  covering  said 
changes.    Passed. 

Various  orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  stand- 
ing committees  came  down  passed,  and,  being  read 
once,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  they  were 
severally  laid  over  till  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    SEALERS    OP    WEIGHTS    AND 

MEASURES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Sealers  of  Weights  and 
Measures  was  submitted  (City  Doc.  No.  10)  giving  a 
schedule  of  the  property  in  the  department  and  the 


following  exhibit  of   the  expenditures  during  the 
year,  as  follows: 

For  the  Northern  District— Horse-keeping,  shoeing 
and  medical  attendance,  $'ii:i  00;  repairs  on  large 
wagon  and  harness,  and  exchange  of  harness,  $;W  19; 
tolls  and  ferry  tolls,  $20  97;  extra  labor,  c'arting, 
camphor,  etc.,  $27  15;  stationery,  newspaper,  adver- 
tising, and  directory,  $2(j  56;  sealing  weights,  by 
State  sealer,  $8  00;  salaries  of  sealer  and  assistant, 
$2800  00;  total,  $:j235  87. 

For  the  Southern  District— Salary  of  sealer  and  as- 
sistant, $2800  00;  horse-keepijig,  etc,  $ti4(j  30;  repairs 
on  wagon,  $30  19;  printing,  stationery,  advertising, 
etc.,  $26  20;  tools,  etc.,  $20  48;  extra  labor  on  coal 
scales,  $21  00;  total,  $3544  17. 
Whole  amount  expended  from  January  1, 1873,  to 

December  31,  1873,  inclusive $6,780  04 

Appropriation  for  1873  and  '74 7,000  00 

Expended 5,123  59 

Balance  unexpended  January  1, 1874 $1,876  41 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15.  the  report 
was  sent  up. 

ORGANIZATION   OP   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  announced  that  the  Finance 
Committee  had  made  choice  of  Mr.  William  H.  West 
of  Ward  16  as  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  that  Mr.  Alfred  T.  Turner  had  been 
elected  clerk. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  announced  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts  had  made  choice  of  Mr.  Frederick 
Pease  of  Ward  1  as  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

By  the  President  pro  tem — 

Petition  of  George  W.  Sherman  et  al.,  for  recount 
of  votes  for  Common  Council  in  Ward  15.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Elections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  16. 

Petition  of  Matthew  O'Brien,  to  be  compensated 
for  personal  injnries  received  by  a  fall  in  Pearl  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilbur  of  Ward  9. 

By  Mr.  Hine  of  Ward  6— 

Petition  of  Alexander  Stiles  of  Chelsea  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  to  his  horse  caused  by  a  defect 
in  Warren  Bridge.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Claims. 

REPORTS   OF   NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

Reports  were  submitted  from  joint  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  candidates  for  various  city 
officers,  making  nominations  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— 

For  Directors  of  East  Boston  Perries— From  the 
Beard  of  Aldermen,  Solomon  B.  Stebbius;  from  the 
Common  Council,  Joshua  Weston,  Ebenezer  Adams. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— 

For  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board — 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Leonard  R.  Cutter; 
From  the  Common  Council,  Edward  P.  Wilbur,  Wil- 
liam G.  Thacher. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 

For  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery — From  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Alanson  Bigelow;  from  the 
Common  Council,  David  Whiston,  William  Minot,  Jr. 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— 

For  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library— From  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  John  T.  Clark;  from  the  Com- 
mon Council,   Charles  A.  Burditt,  David  P.  Kimball. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — As  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee [to  nominate  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library] 
I  wish  to  say  that  some  time  between  twelve  and 
half-past  twelve  o'clock  today,  a  notice  was  left  at 
my  house  of  a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  half-past 
one.  As  I  happened  to  be  out  I  did  n't  receive  the 
notice  until  nearly  one  o'clock.  I  got  to  the  City 
Hall  about  a  quarter  before  two,  and  found  that  the 
business  had  been  transacted  and  the  gentlemen 
nominated  as  reported  this  evening.  Another  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  did  not  receive  his  notice  until 
about  two  o'clock.  I  understand  that  notice  of  a  com- 
mittee meeting  should  be  given  about  twenty-four 
hours  before.  I  don't  make  these  remarks  to  raise  any 
objection  to  the  gentlemen  nominated,  because  they 
meet  with  my  entire  approval.  But  no  member  wha 
was  at  the  meeting  consulted  with  us  or  knew  any- 
thing of  our  wishes  in  regard  to  the  nomination,  and 
they  did  not  wait  for  us.  It  seems  to  be  an,  irregu- 
larity that  ought  not  to  be  passed  without  notice. 
I  hope  the  report  will  be  accepted  and  the  gentlemen 
nominated  elected. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— In  justice  to  those  of  the 
committee  present,  I  will  state  that  they  knew  noth- 
ing about  whether  the  gentlemen  absent  received 
their  notices  or  not.  The  committee  met  at  a  quar- 
ter before  two  o'clock;  a  quorum  was  present  and 
proceeded  to   business.    If   the  gentlemen   did  not 
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receive  their  notices  it  was  the  fault  of  somebody 
else,  and  not  the  committee'o. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  did  not  know  wh(;nce 
the  trouble  came,  and  therefore  felt  free  to  speak  of 
it.  I  only  know  the  notice  did  not  come  to  my  office 
until  twelve  o'clock,  and  I  did  not  get  it  till  a  little 
before  one. 

By  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2— 

For  Trustee*  of  the  City  Hospital— From  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  Charles  J.  Prescott;  from  the  Common 
Council,  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  William  H.  Kent. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8— 

For  Directors  of  Public  Institutions— From  the 
Board  of  Aldermeu,  James  Power;  from  the  Common 
Council,  Cyrus  A.  Page,  Benjamin  Dean;  at  largib  (to 
fill  vacancy),  William  Sayward. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  to  suspend  ihe  rules 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  members  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate  Water  Board,  that  the  Council  might  proceed  te 
an  election  this  evening. 

Mr.  Bracbett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  better  to  let  all  these  nominations  lie  over 
for  a  week.  I  don't  say  this  on  account  of  any  ob- 
jection to  the  ticket  presented,  but  I  understand 
there  are  other  candidates  for  the  positions  and  they 
have  not  had  time  to  prepare  ballots.  It  would  be 
nothing  nn  fair,  at  least,  to  let  them  go  over  on  that 
account.  Another  reason  is,  the  President  is  not 
here,  and  the  committees  have  not  been  appointed. 
Some  members  of  the  Council  might  be  governed  in 
voting  somewhat  by  a  knowledge  of  how  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  are  constituted. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  .5— These  three  gentlemen  nom- 
inated were  all  members  of  that  Board  last  year. 
There  are  no  other  candidates  for  the  office,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  expedite  business  by 
getting  this  election  out  of  the  way.  Still  I  don't 
wish  to  pi  ess  the  motion  if  any  one  objects. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost. 

TOPICS   IN   THE   MATOR'8   ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented  two  reports  from 
the  committee  appointed  to  report  what  disposition 
should  be  made  of  the  various  recommendations  in 
the  Mayor's  address;  the  majority,  consisting  of  Al- 
derman Clark,  Power  and  Stebbins,  and  Councilman 
Cawley,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  City 
Government  be  referred  to  the  Commission  on  the 
Revision  of  the  City  Charter;  so  much  as  relates  to 
the  finances  of  the  city,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance; 
80  much  as  relates  to  an  enlargement  of  the 
Water  Works,  to  the  Committee  on  Water; 
so  much  as  relates  to  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions,  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions;  so  much  as  relates  to  a  tempo- 
rary place  of  detention  for  insane  persons  arrested 
by  the  police,  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings; 
80  much  as  relates  to  the  regulation  and  restraint  of 
the  liquor  traffic,  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters:  so  much  as  relates  to  the  low  territory  in 
the  vicinity  of  Northampton  street  and  Swett  street, 
to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District;  so  much  as  relates  to  a  hospital 
for  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Brookline  and  other  towns  and  cities,-  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters;  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  public  parks,  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds;  so  much  as  relates  to  anew 
Court  House  and  to  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the 
Police  Department,  to  the  Board  of  Aldermeu. 

The  minority  report  was  signed  by  Councilman 
Burditt,  Flynn  and  Kent,  who  dissent  from  so  much 
of  the  majority  as  provides  for  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  of  the  Mayor's  recommend- 
ation in  regard  to  public  parks,  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
refers  to  the  establishment  of  public  parks  be  re- 
ferred to  a  commission  to  consist  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  ex  officio,  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council  and 
three  citizens  at  large, — the  members  on  the  part  of 
the  City  Council  to  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of 
the  two  branches,  and  those  at  large  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  said  commission  to  investigate  the 
subject  in  all  its  bearings  and  to  report  as  soon  as 
practicable  to  the  City  Conncil. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  moved  to  substitute  the 
minority  report  for  so  much  of  the  majority  report 
as  related  to  public  parks. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  order  recommended 
by  the  majority,  as  amended  by  the  substitution  of 
that  of  the  minority,  was  passed. 


ORDERS   rOB  NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  ,    with    such  as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  candidates  for  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. .    with    such   as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  candidate  tor  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Ordered,  That   Messrs.  ,    with  such  as   the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  City  Engineer,  and  that 
said  committee  be  authorized  to  report  to  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  Water  Registrar,  and  that 
said  committee  be  authorized  to  report  to  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 

EXTENSION   OF  PARKER  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
■  quested  to  take  such  action  as  may  be  required  to 
lay  out  as  a  public  way  Parker  street  from  Beacon 
street  to  Tremont  street. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1-- 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Common  Council,  and  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Common  Council  not  having 
charge  of  any  appropriations  of  money;  also  by  in- 
dividual members  of  this  Council,  while  engaged  in 
the  discharge  of  official  duty;  the  amount  of  said 
bills  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contin- 
gent Expenses  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12. 

DISPOSITION    or   UNEXPENDED   APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That  the  balances  of  appropriations  of 
1873  made  by  the  city  of  Cbarlestown  and  towns 
of  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  several  departments  of 
said  city  and  towns,  and  for  the  erection  of  certain 
buildings,  and" for  other  purposes,  as  certified  by  the 
treasurers  of  said  city  and  towns,  be  received  and 
added,  as  far  as  may  be,  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
to  corresponding  appropriations  made  by  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  for  1873-74,  for  like  purposes,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  additional  expenses  which 
will  be  incurred  by  the  several  departments  in  conse- 
quence of  the  aniiexaion  of  said  city  and  towns  to 
this  city.  Those  appropriations  which  are  for  objects 
not  contemplated  in  the  regular  appropriations,  to 
remain  as  special  appropriationsuutil  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  made  are  completed. 

Passea  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12. 

RULES   OF   THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Common  Council  during  the  present  year, 
reported  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Common  Council  of  last  year  be  adopted 
as  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  present  Common  Coun- 
cil, with  the  following  amendments,  namely: 

Strike  out  section  eleven,  and  insert  in  place  thereof 
the  following:  "Section  11.  The  President  shall  con- 
sider a  motion  to  adjourn  as  always  in  order,  except 
upon  an  immediate  repetition,  and  that  motion  shall 
be  decided  without  debate.  On  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  on  the  metion  to  lay  on  the  table  or  take 
from  the  table,  not  exceeding  ten  minutes  shall  be 
allowed  for  debate,  and  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  three  minutes." 

Add  to  section  seventeen  the  following  words: 
"No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  one 
question  without  first  obtaining  leave  of  the  Coun- 
cil; nor  more  than  once  until  the  other  members, 
who  have  not  spoken,  shall  speak  if  they  desire  it." 

Add  to  section  thirty-nine  the  following  words: 
"The  members  on  the  part  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Ordinances  shall  be  a  s.anding  com- 
mittee, to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  all  disputed  questions  of  law  may  be  re- 
ferred;   ana  who  shall,  when  requested,  obtain  the 
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opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  thereon,  and  report  the 
game  to  the  Council." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  read  once. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  has  been  suggested 
that  that  portion  of  the  order  in  regard  to  establish- 
ing a  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is  somewhat  vague, 
and  ought  to  be  amended.  I  therefore  move  to 
amend  by  inserting  after  the  words  "when  required'' 
the  words  "by  the  Common  Council." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  inquire  whether  it  is 
intended  to  cut  off  inquiries  which  the  committees 
now  have  the  right  to  make  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
By  the  present  ordinance,  committees,  and  I  think 
even  members,  have  a  right  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  at  any  time.  If  it  is  intended  to  cur- 
tail that  right  I  shall  oppose  the  amendment.  I 
should  like  to  have  it  explained. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  understand  that  it 
curtails  the  right  of  any  committee.  It  does  not 
affect  the  duties  of  any  committee  in  any  matter  be- 
fore them,  nor  does  it  limit  the  right  of  any  individ- 
ual member.  It  is  confir.ed  to  matters  in  dispute  in 
the  Common  Council,  so  that  there  will  be  a  method 
by  which  the  Council  can  get  at  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  have  a  question  of  law  settled 
after  it  has  become  a  matter  of  dispute.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  subject  was  refeired  to  by  the 
President  in  his  opening  address  to  the  Council,  and 
I  know  that  the  City  Solicitor  himself  is  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  having  this  order  passed,  so  that 
when  he  does  give  an  opinion  it  may  be  an  authori- 
tative one,  and  be  so  recognized  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  that  eminently  prop- 
er, and  my  only  questio"  was  in  regard  to  the 
abridgement  of  the  rights  of  members  or  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
present  ordinance  makes  it  incumbent  upon  the  City 
Solicitor  to  give  his  opinion  when  asked  for.    Unless 


it  is  intended  to  be  done  only  through  the  Commit" 
tee  on  the  .Judiciary,  it  uppear.s  to  be  already  provid- 
ed for.     [Mr.  Minot  read  the  rule  of  1873.] 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  provides  that  he  shall 
give  his  opinion  to  the  Common  Council.  Of  course 
ihe  City  Council  will  go  to  him  through  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  amendment  was  aaopted  and  the  order 
passed. 

SPECIAL  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— It  was  order- 
ed that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  Saturday 
next,  at  4  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— 

Ordered,  That  the  citizens  residing  in  the  west 
part  of  Ward  17  (West  Roxbury),  be  allowed  the  use 
of  Westerly  Hall,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  may  prescribe. 

Passtd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  the  order 
relating  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the  flre-alarm 
telegraph  into  Ward  19,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  moved  to  amend  by  substituting 
the  words  "Fire  Commissioners"  for  "Committee  on 
Fire  Alarms." 

The  President  ;>70  ^t-m. —The  Chair  thinks  it  can 
hardly  be  within  the  province  of  the  Council  to  in- 
struct the  Fire  Commissioners,  though  the  subject 
might  be  referred  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewoll,  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  the  order 
providing  for  the  erection  of  suitable  police  stations 
in  Ward  19  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  when  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Council 
adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  17th  inst.,at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 
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An  adjourned  meeting  of  tlie  Common  Council 
was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  E.  O.  Shepard, 
President,  in  the  cliair.  In  calling  the  Council  to 
order  the  President  said-- 

I  bea  pardon  of  the  Council  for  making  it  necessa- 
ry, on  account  of  my  al)tience,  to  postpone  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  committees,  last  Thursday  even- 
iny,  and  to  hold  a  special  meeting.  I  was  nnavoid- 
ably  and  unexpectedly  detained  out  of  the  city  on 
important  business,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
be  here.  I  desire  to  say,  before  announcing  the 
committees,  that  it  has  been  somewhat  of  an  uuusu' 
ally  difficult  proceeding  to  make  up  the  committees 
satisfactorily,  and  to  divide  the  work  among  the 
members  of  the  Council  fairly  and  equally.  1  have  not 
succeeded  in  doing  that,  but  I  have  come  as  near 
to  it  as  I  was  able.  Some  men  of  ability  have  not 
received  all  that  I  would  have  desired  to  assign  to 
them.  The  good  committees  are  fewer  this  year 
than  heretofore;  the  number  of  memliers,  a-*  yon 
know,  is  considerably  larger,  and  the  Council  is  an 
able  one. 

.TOINT   STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

Armories— Davis  of  Ward  14,  Whiston  of  Ward  8, 
Pray  of  Ward  21,  Leach  of  Ward  10,  Cushmun  of 
Ward  1. 

Assessors — Weston  of  Ward  1,  Cudworth  of  Ward 
11,  Harriiititon  of  Ward  8,  Burgess  of  Ward  3,  Hicks 
of  \\'ard  22. 

Bathing — Whiston  of  Ward  8,  Martin  of  Ward  7, 
Abbott  of  Ward  3,Walbridge  of  Ward  12,  Sweat  of 
Ward  14. 

Claims— Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Brackett  of  Ward 
10,  Train  of  Ward  13.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Kimball 
of  Ward  6. 

Commons  and  Squares— Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  Shaw 
of  Ward  5,  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  Russell  of  Ward  5, 
Flatley  of  Ward  4. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Cudworth  of  Ward  11,  Day 
of  Ward  1,  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  Bent  of  Ward  2, 
Brown  of  Ward  8. 

Engineers'  IJepartment— Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Barry 
of  Ward  7,  Dacey  of  Ward  22. 

Fire  Department— Adams  of  Ward  14,  Smith  of 
Ward  10,  Crowley  of  Ward  7. 

Fuel— Abbott  of  Ward  3,  Brown  of  Ward  8,Mooney 
of  Ward  2. 

Harbor— Shaw  of  Ward  .5,  Pease  of  Ward  1,  Dean  of 
Ward  12. 

Health— Denny  of  Ward  9,  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Per- 
kius  of  Ward  16. 

City  Hospital— Bearce  of  Ward  11,  Russell  of  Ward 
6,  Fullei  of  Ward  15. 

Public  Institutions— Loring  of  Ward  12.  Thacher 
of  Ward  1.5,  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  Woods  of  Ward  8, 
Beale  of  Ward  Iti. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery — Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Put- 
nam of  Ward  1.5,  Jennings  of  Ward  5. 

Legislative  Matters — Putnam  of  Ward  15,  Brackett 
of  Ward  10,  Collins  of  Ward  2. 

Ordinances — Dean  of  Ward  12,  West  of  Ward  16, 
Powers  of  Ward  4,  Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Fuller  of 
Ward  15. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Day  of  Ward  1,  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  McCarthy  of  Ward  .5. 

Public  Buildings— Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Weston  of 
Ward  1,  Morse  of  Ward  13,  Kent  of  Ward  21,  Hine  of 
Ward  6. 

Public  Instruction— The  President,  ex-officio,  West 
of  Ward  16,  Powers  of  Ward  4,  Page  of  Ward  9,  Long 
of  Ward  22. 

Public  Lands— Woodward  of  Ward  13,  Crowley  of 
Ward  7,  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  Moley  of  Ward  19,  Sib- 
ley of  Ward  20. 

Printing— Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  Sprague  of  Ward  4, 
Crocker  of  Ward  6. 

Public  Library— Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Woods  of 
Ward  8,  Sprague  of  VJ'ard  4,  Minot  of  Ward  17,  Gor- 
don of  Ward  3. 

Salaries— Leach  of  Ward  10,  Loring  of  Ward  12, 
Dacey  of  Ward  20. 

Streets— Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Burditt  of  Ward  16, 
Page  of  Ward  9,  Woodward  of  Ward  13,  Wilcutt  of 
Ward  17. 

Surveyors'  Department — Bleiler  of  Ward  15,  Morse 
of  Ward  13,  Walbridge  of  Ward  12. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Warren  of 
Ward  12,  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Goldthwaiteof  Ward  11, 
Smith  of  Ward  10,  Wilbur  of  Ward  1.^,. 


Treasury  Department — Peabody  of  Ward  9,  Sweat 
of  Ward  14   Butler  of  Ward  3. 

WaK^r — Pease  of  Ward  1,  Adams  of  Ward  14,  War- 
ren of  Ward  12,  Kent  of  Ward  21,  Hiinnuwell  of 
Ward  19. 

.JOINT   SPECIAL   COMMITTEES. 

Northampton-Street  District — Noyes  of  Ward  5, 
Bearce  of  Ward  11,  Train  of  Ward  13,  Davis  of  Ward 
14,  Cawley  of  Ward  2. 

Army  and  Kavy  Monument  on  Boston  Common — 
Pray  of  Ward  21,  Goldthwaile  of  Ward  11,  Minot  of 
Ward  ir. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES  OP   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Police — Martin  of  Ward  7,  Cnshraan  of  Ward  1, 
Moley  of  Ward  19,  Gordon  of  Ward  3,  Hicks  of 
Ward  22. 

Paving— Warren  of  Ward  12,  Sibley  of  Ward  20, 
Wilcutt  of  Ward  1",  Sweat  of  Ward  14,  Mooney  of 
Ward  2. 

In  accordance  with  orders  passed  at  the  preceding 
meeting  the  President  announced  the  following  nom- 
inating committees: 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Messrs.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5, 
Goldthwaite  of  Ward  11,  Perkins  of  Ward  6. 

Water  Register— Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Kimball  of 
Ward  6,  Kent  of  Ward  21. 

Ciiy  Eiigiueer— Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Peabody  of 
Ward  9,  Long  of  Ward  22. 

City  Surveyor— Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Davis  of  Ward 
14,  Gordon  of  Ward  3. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the 
City  Treasury  to  pay  all  executions  and  judgments 
of  tDe  courts,  when  properly  certified  by  the  Cily  So- 
licitor.    Passed. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

By  the  President— Petition  of  Lawrence  Perry  of 
Ward  17,  for  compensation  for  damages  caused  by 
the  ereclion  of  a  police  station  in  West  Roxbury. 
next  her  premises.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14— Petition  of  H.  B.  Hub- 
bard for  abatement  of  sewer  tax.     Sent  up. 

DIRECTORS   OF   PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Couacil  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  inquired  if  it  were  not  neces- 
sary to  suspend  the  rules,  requiring  nominations  to 
lie  over  one  week  before  they  were  acted  upon  by  the 
Council. 
The  President  replied  that  it  was. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  tlie  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  election  was  proceeded  with. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7, 
Walbridge  of  Ward  12  and  Noyes  of  Ward  5  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice :32 

James  I'o wer 59 

Cyrus  A.  Page 34 

J  eujaniin  Dean 50 

Frederick  Pease 37 

William  Say  ward 56 

William  M.  Flanders 1 

George  P.  Baldwin 1 

C;harles  Hulbert 1 

Charles  H.  Hulbert 3 

And  Messrs.  Power,  Dean,  Pease  and  Sayward  were 
declared  elected,  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

THE   PARK   QUESTION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whertby  the  Council  accepted  the  report  of  the 
commit'ee  on  the  topics  in  the  mayor's  message,  and 
adopted  the  recommendations  of  the  minority  in  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  a  public  park. 

Mr.  Shaw— As  there  is  hardly  time  to  discuss  the 
matter  now,  I  move  to  lay  my  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  question  was  upon 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  did  not  desire  to  debate' the 
motion  to  reconsider  now.  There  seems  to  have 
been  some  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  matter 
When  the  report  was  brought  to  the  Council  at  the 
last  meeting  the  matter  was  not  stated  in  detail,  as  it 
might  have  been,  and  hasty  action  was  taken  upon 
it.  The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  the  ma- 
jority in  part,  if  I  understand  it  rightly.  I  do  not 
think  the  matter  was  fully  understood  by  the  Coun- 
cil, and  therefore  I  made  this  motion  that  members 
could  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  it  fully,  and  to 
save  the  point,  and  not  consume  time,  I  move  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table.    It  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  matter 
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of  some  importance;  it  ought  to  be  thoroughly  con- 
sidered and  not,  prematurely  passed  upon.  This  is 
my  sole  object  in  making  the  motion.  I  am  not 
strenuous  aDout  it,  only  as  a  matter  of  public  inter- 
est. If  gentlemen  of  the  committee  will  state  how 
it  came  to  be  reported  in  that  shape,  perhaps  I 
should  agree  with  them.  Several  members  of  the 
Council  have  paid  to  me  that  they  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  result. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
very  simple  matter,  oue  whicti  the  Council  and  the 
gentleman  hirarielf  thoroughly  understood  at  ttie  last 
meeting.  It  was  merely  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  proper  disposition  to  be  made  of  that  part  of  the 
Mayor's  address  relating  to  a  public  park.  One  por- 
tion of  the  committee  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common;  another  portion 
wishes  it  referred  to  a  special  commission.  I  can  see 
the  gentleman's  object  in  making  the  motion  now 
that  he  has  been  placed  upon  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon. 

Mr.  Bu.'ditt  of  Ward  Itj— I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  misunderstands  the  case.  I  don't 
think  any  question  has  been  more  thoroughly  under- 
stood than  this.  Most  of  the  businsss  before  the 
committee,  being  mere  routine  matters,  was  passed 
upon  unanimously,  and  this  was  the  only  point  upon 
whicli  there  was  a  difference.  The  minority  put  in  a 
report  to  cover  that  portion  of  the  report  in  relation 
to  a  public  park.  I  can't  see  how  there  is  any  mis- 
unders-tanding  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  desire  to  say,  with  regard 
to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  that 
he  fulls  short  of  ttie  mark.  He  does  not  hit  me.  and 
if  he  does  he  hits  the  President  also,  for  I  had  no 
notice  of  my  appointment  on  the  Committee  on  Com- 
)non  until  my  name  was  called.  I  gave  the  usual 
notics  of  the  motion  to  the  Clerk  yesterday.  That  is 
a  plain  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  My  mo- 
tive is  the  fairest  in  the  world  Now  my  friend,  who 
signed  the  report,  told  me  what  he  had  done,  and  I 
appr,)ved  of  it.  Nevertheless,  there  is  dissatisfaction 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Council,  and  I  made 
this  motion — as  was  my  duty,  and,  for  that  matter, 
the  duty  of  every  other  member— in  order  to  save  the 
point,  and  I  moved  to  lay  the  motion  upon  the  table. 
But  if  permission  is  given,  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

TAKEN  TROM  THE  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,'the  petitions 
of  I'.attery  D,  First  Battalion.  Infantry,  and 
Co.  A,  Light  Artillery,  were  severally  taken  from  the 
lable  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

MEMBERS   OP   COCHITUATE   WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 
Messrs.  Noves  of  Ward  5,  Whiston  of  Ward  8  and 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive, sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  as 
follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Leonard  R.  Cutter 52 

Edwara  P.  Wilbur 53 

William  G.  Thacher 52 

and  these  gentlemen  were  declared  elected. 

TRUSTEES  or   THE    CITY  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  of- Ward  2,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  Messrs.  Collins  of 
Ward  2,  Woodward  of  Ward  L3  and  Crowley  of  Ward 
7  were  appoii-ted  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 


Charles  J.  Preseott  had 53 

Hillmiui  B.  Barnes 53 

William  H.Kent 54 

and  they  were  declared  elected. 

DIRECTORS   OF   EAST   BOSTON   FERRIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Messrs.  Pease 
of  Ward  1,  Davis  of  Ward  14  and  Page  of  Ward  9 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows; 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Solomon  B.  Stebbius 54 

Jostiua  Weston 54 

Ebenezer  Adams 53 

H.  W.  Harrington 1 

and  Messrs.  Stebbins,  Weston  and  Adams  were  de- 
clared elected. 

TRUSTEES   OF   THE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  1.5,  the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an 
election  for  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  Messrs. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Perkins  of  Ward  IB  and  Gor- 
don of  Ward  .3,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive, sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  ai  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

.lohnT.  Clark  had 54 

C.A.  Ilurditt 54 

David  P.  Kimball 53 

William  G.  Thacher 1 

and  Messrs.  Clark,  Burditt  and  Kimball  were  declared 
elected. 

TRUSTEES    OF   MOUNT   HOPE   CEMETERY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  rules  were 
su?pended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  Messrs. 
Vest  of  Ward  16,  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19  and  Butler 
of  Ward  3  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 51 

Necessary  to  a  choice '26 

Alanson  BIgelo w 51 

David  ^histon 51 

William  Minot ,  .Jr 51 

/  nd  they  were  declared  elected. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  procure  suitable  badges  for  the  member* 
of  the  Common  Council;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Read  once. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  city  officers  were  severally  intro- 
duced and  passed,  and  the  committees  were  ap- 
pointed, as  follows— said  committees  being  authorized 
to  report  to  either  branch: 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Commissioner  of  the 
Sinking  Fund:  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Pea- 
body  of  Ward  9  and  Loriug  of  Ward  12. 

By  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Commissioners  of 
Cedar-Grove  Cemetery:  Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward 
16,  Wilcutt  of  Ward  IT  and  Fuller  of  Ward  1.5. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands:— Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Swect- 
ser  of  Ward  10,  Bent  of  Ward  2. 

By.  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— City  Solicitor: 
Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Dean  of  Ward  12,  Put- 
nam of  Ward  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    19,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  today,  Aldermao 
Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Orvllle  R.  Cooper. 

Undertakers— Lorenzo  Smith,  Benjamin  Guild. 

Special  Police  Officers  Without  Pay— Thomas  E. 
Smith,  old  City  Hall,  Cliarlestown;  Timothy  John- 
son, Town  Hall,  West  Roxbury:  Thomas  Harahan, 
.340  Harrison  avenue  and  ils  vicinity;  John  Stevens, 
Monument  Hall  and  Its  vicinity;  John  McDaniel, 
Church  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales,  Bunker  Hill  street. 

Severally  contirmed. 

Police  Officers  with  all  the  Powers  of  Constables 
except  Serving  and  Executing  Civil  Process— Oliver 
Ayers,  Captam;  Benjamin  Williams,  William  H. 
Brown,  Lieutenants;  Orison  Little,  Henry  Fox, 
Joseph  B.  Cotton,  Sergeants. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

DANGEROUS   RAILROAD   CROSSINGS. 

The  foUowiusj  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  / 

Boston,  Jan.  19,  1874.  )' 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Bontoii: 
Gentlemen  — 1  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  dangerous 
railroad  crossini^s  in  this  city,  which  has  been  pre- 
pared i)y  tile  Superintendent  of  Streets  at  my  request. 
If  is  provided  liy  chapter  2()2  of  the  acts  of  ihe  year 
18~'2,  that  if  the  Aldermen  are  of  the  opinion  that  it 
is  necessary  for  the  security  or  convenience  of  the 
j)ublic  that  the  approaches  to  or  methods  of  crossing 
the  railroad  tracks  should  in  any  way  be  altered,  tjie 
Railroad  Commissioners  shall,  after  due  notice  and 
hearing,  prescribe  the  manner  and  limits  within 
which  the  alteration  should  be  made,  and  thereupon 
a  commission  be  appointed  to  determine  whether  the 
expense  of  ma.ting  the  alteration  shall  be  borne  by 
the  city  or  the  railroad  corooration,  or  both.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  directors  of  the  railroads  will  cooperate 
with  the  city  authorities  in  doing  whatever  is  neces- 
sary for  the  public  safety  and  convenience.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  prompt  action  should  be  taken  in  this 
matter,  as  delay  will  in  most  cases  add  greatly  to  the 
expense  for  grade  damages. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  dangerous  steam  railroad  crossings  designated 
by  the   Superintendent   of  Streets,   and   which  it  is 
practicable  to  bridge,  are  as  follows: 
Beacon  street,        Ward   6,    crossed  by  B  &  A.  R.  R. 

Brookline  avenue,    "       B,  "  " 

Cambridge  .street,      "      19,  "  " 

New  Heath  street,     "      15.  "  B.  &  P.  R.  R. 

Boylston  street.         "      17,  "  " 

Sliawmut  avenue,     "      17,  "  " 

Forest  street.  "      17,  "  " 

Blue  Hill  aveuue,      "      16,  "  N.  Y.&  N.E.R.R. 

Commercial  street,  •'      16,  "  O.  C.  &  N.  R.  W. 

Park  street,  "      16,  "  " 

Walnut  street,  "      16  "  " 

The  communication  vras  referred,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Cutter,  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Bvildings.  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association,  for  use  of  a  room  in  old  Cit}- 
Hall.  Charlestown,  lor  meetings,  and  for  depositing 
and  preserving  relics  and  memorials  of  the  Battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Oliver  L.  Shaw,  Inspector  of  Buildings,  for  addi- 
tional office  room. 

To  the  Cmnmittee  on  Public  Lands.  Gilman  &  Che- 
ney, for  the  purchase  of  Elm-street  wharf,  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Helen  B.  Hubbard  et 
al.,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  sewer  in  Dudley 
street. 

Warren  Lincoln,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment on  Trenton  street. 

To  the  Cmnmittee  on  Paving.  William  C.  Hoyt  et 
(d.,  for  the  enforcement  of  the  rule  forbidding  salt  to 
be  placed  on  car  tracks,  etc. 

John  J.  French  et  al.,  for  removal  of  the  bay  win- 
dow and  porch  now  projecting  some  two  feet  over 
the  street  line  from  estate  of  Daniel  Goodnow  on 
West  Brookline  street. 

Mrs.  E.  Flemins,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
West  Fourth  street. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  G.  Washington 
Warren  et  al.,  that  measureb  maybe  taken  by  the 
City  Council  to  expedite  the  laying  out  and  extension 
of  Boylston  street  to  Western  or  Brookline  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Directors  of  East 
Boston  F''erries,  for  the  passage  of  an  ordinance,  with 
a  penalty,  to  prevent  the  evasion  of  tolls  and  the  let- 
ting down  of  chains  before  the  ferry  boat  is  secured 
to  the  drop. 

BONDS   approved. 

The  bonds  of  Edward  Glufling,  Perez  R.  Jacobs, 
James  Miskelly,  George  E.  Cutler,  Joel  P.  Cotton, 
William  T.  Gardner,  constables,  being  duly  certified, 
were  approved  by  the  Board. 

annual  reports    of  city  officers. 

The  following  annual  reports  of  city  officers  were 
received  in   print  and  sent  down : 

Chief  of  Police.  The  entire  force  was  571  men,  the 
maximum  number  being  .575,  or  55  greater  than  last 
year.  There  were  appointed  during  the  year,  99; 
died,  11;  retired,  37.  Ttie  ;iverage  number  of  acres 
to  the  beat  is  TSJ^;  average  number  of  miles, 
2  1-5;  average  number  of  inhabitants,  2040; 
total  number  of  acres,  10,771;  miles  of 
streets,  324;  population,  300,000;  beats,  147; 
of  the  patrolmen  who  are  permanently  detailed  for 
special  service,  two  are  in  the  service  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferry  Department;  two  in  the  service  of  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  and  Probate  Department,  as 
watchmen;  one  in  the  service  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  Dorchester;  one  in  the  service  of  the  Truant  Offi- 
cers; and  the  Police  Constable  who  is  employed  in 
serving  notices  for  the  Street,  Paving  and  other  de- 
partments. In  addition  to  these,  for  some  years  past, 
some  fourteen  officers  are  withdrawn  from  their  beats 
annually,  from  the  tirst  of  June  till  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember, for  duty  at  bathing  houses.  This  arrange- 
ment reduces  the  force  on  beats  seven  men  during 
I  he  entire  year,  and  some  twenty-one  during  four 
months  of  the  busiest  season  of  the  year.  If  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  Government  that  each  department 
be  chargeable  with  its  own  legitimate  expenses,  the 
question  arises,  "Ought  all  of  these  services  to  be 
paid  for  from  the  Police  appropriation?" 

Taking  into  cousideraticn  the  long  distance  each 
officer  is  now  required  to  patrol,  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  population  and  business,  a  further  addition 
to  the  force  would  seem  to  be  necessary  at  no  distant 
day. 

The  expenditures  of  Ihe  department  during  nine 
months  of  the  tinancial  year  to  December  31,  1873, 
have  been  as  follows:  Payroll  of  olKcers,  $472, 13J  40; 
care  of  stations,  $:580:i  48;  fuel,  $22ti2J01;  gas, 
$4440  01;  water,  $849  20;  furniture  and  carpets, 
$2963  52;  medical  attendance  on  sick  and  injured 
persons,  $1045  97;  printing  and  stationery,  $3034  53; 
repairs  and  expenses  of  police  telegraph,  $432  .50; 
carriage  of  prisoners,  .$1957  50;  sundry  expenses, 
$9042  98;  total  for  nine  months,  $.501,9(52  10;  balance 
in  treasury,  $198,037  90;  total  appropriation,  $700,- 
000  00. 

The  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  $198,- 
0:^7  90  would  undoubtedly  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  department  during  the  re- 
maining three  months  of  the  financial  year,  but  the 
increased  expense  rendered  necessary  by  annexation 
was  unprovided  for  in  the  estimate,  and  consequent- 
ly a  further  appropriation  will  be  required. 

Work  of  the  police  during  the  year — Arrests,  27.845; 
males,  22.168;  females,  .5677;  Americans,  9463;  foreign- 
ers, 18,382;  non-residents,  6149;  minors,  5225;  commit- 
ments, 19,:360;  lodgers,  47,661;  males,  42,003;  females. 
.56.58;  Americans,  19,004;  foreigners,  28,6.57:  non-resi- 
dents, ;i8.966;  minors,  6325;  amount  of  property  taken 
from  prisoners  and  lodgers  and  restored  to  them, 
$64,;375  72;  amount  of  property  reported  stolen  in  the 
city, ;$78, 225  00;  amount  of  property  recovered  which 
was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city,  $69,229  07;  amount 
of  fines  imposed  by  the  courts,  $70,042  00;  amount  of 
imprisonment  by  same,  1733  years  2  months;  number 
of  days  spent  in  court  by  officeis,  15,206;  amount  of 
witness  fees  earned,  $17,483  02;  number  of  larcenies 
reported  at  stations,  2897;  number  of  arrests  for  same, 
19.53;   amount  received  for  dog  licenses,  $f<:j2:^  75. 

Nature  of  crime— Drunkenness,  11,519;  disorderly, 
.5291;  assault  and  battery,  1990;  suspicious  persons. 
1.576;  larceny,  K583;  felonious  larceny,  .529;  violation 
of  city  ordinances,  490;  witnesses,  431;  common 
drunkards,  :398;  suspicion  of  larceny,  347;  violation  of 
Sunday  law.  318;  disturbance  of  peace,  ;303;  malicious 
mischief.  267;  idle  and  disorderly,  2:^6;  felonious  as- 
sault, 225;  vagrancy,  216;  insane,  205;  shojjbrcakins:, 
181;  truancy,  1.55;  gaming  on  Lord's  Day,  129;  night 
walking,  128;  keeping  house  of  ill  fame,  84;  stubborn 
children,  81;  default  warrant,  70;  fust  driving,  68;  be- 
ing present  at  game,  67;  fornication,  62;  keeping  liq- 
uor nuisance,  .59;   robbery.  .59;    breaking   and   enter- 
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ins;,  54;  deserters,  43;  fraud,  41;  runaways,  4fi;  threat- 
eniD^;  bodily  harm,  42;  embezzlement,  1-2;  adultery, 
;iH:  kiiepinsi  lottery,  3j:  reeeiving  i^tolen  <;ooils.  33;  an- 
siiiilt  on  an  olllccr,  35;  ba^■tardy,  :;2();  forjjery,'^.");  house- 
breaking;,  27;  pickiiii;  poekets.  24;  escaped  convicts, 
17;  delirium  tremens,  li);  cruelty  to  animals,  10:  bur- 
glary, 11;  rape,  (i;  niur(ler,  12;  manslaughter,  5;  in- 
cendiaries, incest,  polygamy,  perjury,  2  each;  aban- 
donment, abortion,  1  each. 

Nativity  of  prisoners-United  Stales,  <)4(i.");  British 
nrovinces,  i)73;  Canada,  98;  Ireland,  14,7'.»1:  Kngland, 
1003;  France,  100;  (;ermany,  420;  Italy,  77;  Portu- 
Sal,  51;  Sweden,  118;  (Scotland,  407;  Spain,  12;  Nor- 
way, 44;  Africa,  174;  Denmark,  20;  Wales,  13;  Bel- 
gium, 21;  Holland,  4;  Hussia,  30;  total,  27,84.5. 

'I'he  report  calls  attention  to  the  need  of  increased 
|)olice  force  in  East  lioston  and  also  an  increase  of 
the  accommodations  for  the  harbor  police.  U  says 
that  the  mounted  police  upon  the  Milldam  has  been 
successful,  and  then  goes  on  to  discuss  other  topics. 
It  says  of  the  insane  that  while  the  population  of  the 
city  lias  increased  only  about  thirty-two  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  during  the  past  ten  \ears,  the  number 
of  cases  of  insanity  cared  for  bytluniolic.e  has  in- 
creased during  the  same  time  one  hundred  am. 
thirty-tive  i)er  cent.,  and  this  without  reckoning 
cases  of  delirium  tremens.  Provision  for  iheir  tem- 
porary detention  is  recommended. 

It  api)ears,  from  the  record,  that  the  average  num- 
ber of  arrests  for  night-walking  during  the  past  lour 
years  is  iess-than  the  average  of  the  si.x  years  imme- 
diately previous.  There  have  been,  however,  many 
of  this  class  of  persons  taken  in  charge  by  the  police, 
who  have  not  been  numbered  among  the  arrests,  but 
who  have  been  sent  to  their  friends  out  of  the  city; 
while  about  one-third  of  those  complained  of  at  cou'rt. 
and  convicted  h:ive  been  put  on  probation,  and  an 
effort  made  to  pi  ice  them  under  such  restiaintas 
will  prevent  their  falling  again  under  those  mtluences 
that  must  inevitably  drag  ihein  doun  to  infamy. 

A  table  of  crime  in  Boston  for  the  past  ten  years  is 
inserted,  which  takes  the  l)asis  of  jiopulation  in  1804 
to  have  been  185,000,  and  the  increase  for  six 
years  32;<j  per  cent.;  and  the  arrests  for  the 
same  time  being  28,113.  Upon  Ihe  principle  that, 
the  Increase  of  vice  and  crime  in  a  city  is  likely 
to  more  than  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of 
population,  adding  the  tWi  per  cent,  for  the  increase 
of  crime,  and  we  have  37,249,  being  the  average  num- 
ber of  arrests  we  might  reasonably  expect  for  the 
last  four  years;  but  on  turnmg  to  the  tab'e  of  arrests 
actually  made  during  the  laiter  period,  we  find  the 
average  to  be  only  28,122,  and  this  notwithstanding 
the  tendency  to  crime  consequent  upon  >50  great  an 
increase  of  population,  and  without  lakmg  into  ac- 
count the  fact  that  the  arrests  for  the  first  six  years 
do  not  include  those  made  in  Rosbury  or  Dorchester 
before  their  annexation,  which,  if  included,  would 
show  the  average  for  the  last  four  years  m  a  still 
more  favorable  light.  The  iacrease  of  females  and 
minors  among  the  arrests  nearly  keeps  pace  with 
the  increase  of  population,  while  the  increase  of 
non-resideut  criminals  is  43  per  cent.,  or  a  pain  of 
about  10J4  per  cent,  on  the  increase  of  population, 
the  records  showing  that  20  per  cent,  or  one-fifth  of 
all  the  crime  committed  in  Boston  during  the  last 
four  years  has  been  done  by  non-residents. 

The  number  of  places  where  intoxicating  liquors 
are  now  sold  in  the  city  is  reported  by  the  police 
captains  to  be  2427,  some  .300  leas  than  last  year,  and 
about  TiW  less  than  in  the  year  1871.  The  average 
number  of  persons  arrested  for  drunkenness  during 
the  last  four  years  is  about  10  per  cent,  more  tlian 
the  average  of  the  six  former  years,  not  having  kept 
pa(.e  with  the  increase  of  iJopulation  by  about  22  per 
cent.;  and  the  arrests  from  tne  same  cause  durin'^- 
1872  and'1873  are  about  lu  per  cent,  less  than  in  1870 
and  1871,  showing  an  actual  decrease  in  drunken- 
ness during  the  past  two  years,  notwithstanding  the 
steady  increase  in  population  during  that  period. 

The  protection  of  life  and  property  during  the  last 
four  years  will  compare  favoral)ly  with  any  former 
period.  The  average  amount  of  property  leported 
stolen  yearly  in  the  city,  for  the  six  years  erding  in 
1809.  is  $334,512;  add  to  this  32'.,  percent,  for  the 
increase  of  population,  and  we  have  the  sum  of 
$443,228;  but  turning  to  the  yearly  average  for  the 
four  years  ending  in  1873,  and  we  find  the  same 
amounts  to  only  $74,2.30,  being  only  Hbout  oiu-flfUi 
of  the  average  for  the  si.K  former  years,  and  /c.sv  ifiiur 
otte-tii.rf/i  o(  what  it  must  have  been  had  the  amount 
kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  population.  There 
are  some  honest  people  who  seem  to  think  that  Bos- 
ton is  advancing  with  rapid  strides  in  the  paths  of 
intemperance  and  wickedness,  but  these  figures  do 
not  seem  to  warrant  that  conclusion. 

Appended  is  the  report  of  the  Boston  Police  Relief 
Association,  whicli  now  numbers  392  members,  7 
having  died,  23  retired  fiora  the  department,  and  3 


withdrawn  from  the  association.  The  receipts  for 
the  year  were  $13,3.55  08,  and  the  payments  $70(J8  95, 
leaving  the  total  funds  of  the  association  $18,970  78, 
an  increase  of  $0340  13.  The  fund  for  the  relief  of 
disabled  policemen  is  now  $31,803  25. 

The  Superintendent  of  Hacks  reports  003  licenses 
in  force,  with  00  to  be  added  by  the  annexation  of 
territory.  The  Superintendent  of  Trucks  reports 
3170  licenses  in  force  January  1,  1873;  new  licenses 
granted,  187;  transferred,  421;  revoked,  1.  The  Su- 
perintendent of  Pawnbrokers  reports  72  pawn- 
brokers and  195  secoiLd-hand  dealers  licensed. 
Amount  of  stolen  property  recovered,  $1783.  The 
Superintendent  of  Intelligence  Oflices  reports  .54 
intelligence  offices,  81  auctioneers,  44  billiard  room« 
and  b-jwliiig  alleys,  108  fruit  stands,  44  chestnut 
stands.  The  Superintendent  of  Building  Permits  re- 
ports 1940  ))ermits;  complaints  at  court  for  violation 
of  permits.  17. 

8vpmtiteri(l(-nt  oj  ruhlic  Lan(U.  Sales  of  public 
lands  during  the  year,  48,.505  square  feet  for  $05.- 
118  75;  for  which  there  have  been  received  in  cash 
$50,484  7.5,  and  in  bonds  $14,034.  Receipts  for 
extension  [of  time  of  building,  rents,  etc., 
$3,580.  The  expenditures  of  the  department,  in- 
cluding $1800  for  salary  of  superintendent,  have 
been  $4005  70.  There  are  now  3.000,101  square  feet 
of  salable  lauds  belonging  to  the  city  in  charge  of  the 
department. 

Sirperintendenf  of  Public  Buildings.  Expenditures 
on  public  buildings  except  schoolhouses  and  county 
buildings,  $117,110  72;  on  county  buildings,  $54,"- 
2.50  t;5;  on  schoolhouses,  $2.50,7ti3  .59.  Total  amount 
appropriated  for  new  buildings  during  the  year,  to- 
gether with  amounts  for  special  appropriations  car- 
ru^d  over  from  the  previous  year,  $808,500.  The  re- 
port contains  a  list  of  t  le  work  on  public  buildings  in 
progress,  and  the  following  comparative  statement  of 
tne  number  of  county  buildings,  public  buildings,  and 
schoolhouses,  together  with  the  number  of  feet  ol 
land  covered  by  i  he  same,  between  the  years  1804 
and  1874. 
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County  Buildings,    i  16a,2i)7  3       15?,498  '%llt. 

Public  Buildings.  :?2  2K!I,:3S7  80    1.307,489  1,0.38,152  ft. 

Sclioolhouses 74  (i77,0OJ  107    1,517,910  84U.910ft. 


Totals 109    1.099,634    190    2,978.897    l,S79,263ft. 

The  above  will  show  atotal|increase  in  ten  years  of 
81  buildings,  and  of  land  equivalent  to  about43  acres. 
The  estimated  valuation  of  the  several  county,  public 
buildings  and  schoolhouses,  including  furniture, 
land,  etc.,  is  as  follows:  County,  $2,000,000,  public 
buildings,  $5,250,000,  schoolhouses,  $0,.500.000;  total, 
.$13,750,000.  The  amount  of  fencing  surrounding  the 
various  schoolhouses  is  equal  to  about  ten  miles, 
lineal  measurement. 

Cily  iiiirveyor.  Total  expenditures  for  the  year. 
$38,2.57  05,  divided  as  follows:  Expenses  of  City  Sur- 
veyor's office  at  City  Hall,  $24, .575  30;  expenses  of 
the  Roxbury  branch  office,  $4818  19;  expenses  of  the 
Dorchester  "branch  office,  $8202  90;  total  expenditure 
from  appropriation  for  surveying,  $37,650  45;  amount 
charged  to  the  appiopriation  for  "Northampton  street 
District,"  $000  00.  The  average  number  of  persons 
employed  during  the  past  year  in  the  City  Surveyor's 
office  at  City  Hall  was  22:  persons  employed  in  the 
Roxbury  branch  office:  O:*persons  employed  in  the 
Dorchester  branch  office,  13:  total,  41.  The  report 
contains  a  list  of  surveys,  plans  and  profiles  that 
have  been  made  in  this  department  during  the  year, 
and  reviews  the  work  done  in  the  burnt,  Halleck- 
street  and  other  districts. 

A  survey  has  been  made  during  the  year  of  that 
portion  of  the  West  End  bordering  upon  Leverett. 
Green  and  Court  streets,  between  Cragie's  Bridge  and 
Scollay  square.  This  survey  was  made  with  a  view 
to  the  wi  dening  of  Leverettstreet,  and  extending  the 
same  to  Bowdoin  square,  and  also  the  widening  of 
Court  street  between  Bowdoin  square  and  Sudbury 
street, — thus  making  a  wider  and  more  direct  avenue 
to  the  West  End  and  to  East  Cambridge.  It  is  plot- 
ted on  a  scale  of  twenty  feet  to  an  inch,  is  sixteen 
feet  long  by  four  feet  wide,  and  shows  the  estates, 
buildings  and  owners'  names,  as  this  improvemenr 
is.  as  yet,  only  a  projected  one,  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners have  not  given  the  subject  sufficient  consid- 
ciation  to  enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  new  lines 
of  the  streets;  and  therefore  no  survey  has  been  made 
of  the  laud  required  to  be  taken  from  the  several  es- 
tates. 

The  City  Surveyor  recommends  that  the  duty  of 
giving  the  grade  of  cellars,  etc.,  be  done  by  an  Assist- 
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ant-Surveyor,  detailed  expressly  by  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings.  Owing  to  ttie  rapid  growth  of  the  citj;, 
occasioned  by  recent  annexations,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  the  City  Surveyor  to  longer  act  as  Secretary 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, without  seriously  interfering  with  the  legiti- 
mate duties  of  his  office. 

8t7'eet  Ccmunissioners.  At  the  close  of  their  re- 
port for  1872,  the  Board  of  Street  Comissioners  had 
out  begun  upon  the  finally  completed  plan  of  street 
improvements  for  the  portion  of  the  city  burned 
over  by  the  tire  in  November  of  that  year.  January 
•2,  1873,  the  last  day  of  the  municipal  year  1872.  they 
had  passed  the  following  orders,  which  had  also  by 
that  date  received  the  necessary  concurrent  action 
of  your  honorable  body: 

Wlueniug  Washington  street.  Milk  to  Summer 
street,  BO  feet $338,547  00 

Widening  High  street.  Congress  to  Oliver 
street.  50  feet 51,302  00 

Widening  Purchase  street,  Federal  to  Pearl 
street.  50  feet 93,913  00 

■Widening  Summer  street,  BO  feet 294.133  00 

Widening  Lnulall  street,  40  feet 80,280  00 

$861,175  00 

Prom  the  beginning  of  1873  they  hastened  to  finish 
the  work  thusVtarted,  quite  to  tbe  exclusion,  seeing 
the  interests  awaiting  action  in  this  part  of  the  city, 
of  all  other  than  matters  of  the  merest  oflicial  routine. 
To  I'econcile  the  diversities  of  these  interests,  and 
arrange  plans  of  widening  the  old  and  locating  the 
lines  of  the  new  streets  for  the  greatest  public  good 
with  the  least  private  injury,  seemed,  at  first,  an  un- 
ending work.  The  conflict  of  opinion  among  the 
laud-owners  was  in  its  extent  something  unique, 
even  in  the  wide  experience  the  board  had  gained  in 
its  previous  dealings  with  citizens  in  such  matters. 
Enough  of  it,  however,  has  reached  the  Council, 
either  through  its  committees  or  unofficially,  to  show 
them  with  what  difficulties  the  board  labored.  The 
report  gives  a  resume  of  the  street  wideniugs  and 
extensions  in  the  ''burnt  district"  during  the  year, 
with  the  following  tabulated  statement  thereof  in  the 
order  of  their  presentation  to  the  City  Council: 

Otis  widened,  45  feet |55,192  00 

Devonshire  widened,  Summer  to  Franklin, 

45  feet 98,051  00 

Lincoln  wldenea,  near  Summer,  50  feet 22,950  50 

Chauncy  widened,  corner  Summer,  50  feet. . .  42,520  00 
Devonshire  widened,  on  a  pan  of  Theatre  al- 
ley....     15,180  00 

Congress  widened.  Broad  to  Water,  60  and  70 

feet 514.795  00 

Federal  widened,  Summer  to  Milk,  60  feet. . .  341,869  00 

Pearl  extended  to  Wat>»r,  50  feet 170,300  00 

Milk  widened,  Washington  to  Batterymarch, 

50  and  60  feet 297,462  00 

Franklin  widened  and  extended  to  Pearl,  50 

feet 314,892  00 

Oliver  extended  to  KilBy 131,220  00 

Hawley  widened,  40  feet 277,730  00 

Arch  widened  and  extended  to  Milk,  50  and 

40  feet 334,600  00 

Quincy  place  laid  out  and  extended  to  Pearl 

place.  30  feet 12,784  00 

Post  Office  square  laid  out 112,010  00 

Water  widened,  Devonshire  to  Congress,  60 

feet 211.675  00 

Matthews  widened,  cor.  Congress,  30  feet 1,530  00 

Lincoln  wloeiied.  near  Summer,  50  feet 1,300  00 

Congress  widened.  Water  to  State,  54  feet 484,626  00 

Broad  widened.  Atlantic  avenue  to  Summer 

street,  100  feet 780,887  25 

Pearl  widened,  near  Milk,  50  feet 1,414  00 

Pearl,  areas  put  into  the  highway,  50  feet 66,440  00 

$4,289,427  75 

Adding  to  this  $4,289,427  75,  the  figures  of  the 
latter  part  of  1872,  as  above  written,  $861,175,  a  total 
of  .$5,150,602  75  is  attained,  as  the  complete  estimated 
cost  of  these  improvements.  In  May  came  the  fire 
upon  Washington  and  Essex  streets.  Then  the  de- 
sired sixty-feet  width  was  secured  for  Washington 
street,  from  Boylston  to  Avery  street,  and  Essex 
street  was  made  fifty  feet  wide,  from  Washingtoti 
Street  to  Harrison  avenue.  The  cost  was  estimated 
at  $144,474  for  Washington  street  and  $82,1.30  for 
Essex  street,  or  a  total  of  $226,612. 

In  other  directions,  the  last  half  of  the  year,  the 
Commissioners  were  not  entirely  inactive.  It  was 
difficult  but  not  impossible  to  convince  the  residents 
of  each  different  part  of  the  city  that  the  general 
economy  must  be  rigidly  applied  to  their  particular 
sufferings  for  street  accommodation.  Where  little 
matters  could  be  accomplished  at  small  and  in  some 
cases  no  cost  to  the  city,  they  were  given  early  at- 
tention, and  some  few  of  even  more  importance  and 
expense  were  acted  upon,  having  their  justification, 
the  Commissioners  think,  in  both  the  safety  and 
comfort  of  the  people.  Of  this  part  of  their  work 
the  report  also  gives  a  resume. 


The  betterments  assessed  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: 

For  the  widenin  of  Dudley  and  other  streets 
in  1871,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $114,040  54. .     37,738  00 

•For  the  widening  ot  Kneeland  street  in  1871,  at 

an  estimated  cost  of  $128,017  5" 41,981  00 

For  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  ParK 
square  in  1871,  at  an  estimated  Cust  of  $165,- 
849 -78,361  50 

For  the  extension  of  Appleton  street  to  Tre- 
mont  street  in  1872,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$93,176 20,512  00 

$178,592  50 
UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay— Heirs  of  Joseph  Bumstead  $357  22, 
for  Magazine-street  damages;  Susan  C.  Wheelwright 
$2,436  ^5.  for  Pearl-street  damages;  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company  of  New  Y(ii  U,  $37,926.  for  Pearl- 
street  damages;  James  Parker  $1599,  for  Pearl-street 
damages;  £.  L.  Perkins  $.502.  for  Thornton-street 
dama^jes:  Charles  Pope  $183  78,  for  Magazine-street 
damages;  William  F.  Weld  $55,615,  for  Franklin- 
street  damages.    Severally  passed, 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  Light 
Infantry;  Battery  A,  Light  Artillery;  Matthew 
O'Brien,  Alexander  Stiles,  and  Laurean  Perry.  Re- 
ferred in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buiidings  to  con- 
sider the  necessity  of  providing  police  stations  for 
Ward  19.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

Order  to  allow  the  citizens  of  the  west  part  of 
Ward  17  to  use  Westerly  Hall  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
may  prescrii  e.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Annual  report  of  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures.   (City  Doc.  No.  10.)    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  request  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  extending  the  fire- 
alarm  telegraph  into  Ward  19.  Referred  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Order  to  add  balances  of  appropriations  from 
Brighton,  Charlestown  and  West  Roxbury  to  corre- 
sponding appropriations  for  similar  purposes  in  this 
city.    Passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to  take 
action  for  laying  out  Parker  street  from  Beacon 
street  to  Tremont  street,  came  from  the  Council 
passed. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  move  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  land  belongs  to  the  State,  and  it  is 
a  matter  for  serious  consideration  how  f;ir  the  city 
can  go  in  taking  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  making  it  into  streets,  and  then  call  upon  the 
citizens  of  Boston  to  pay  for  it.  Therefore  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  referred  and  that  the  committee  will 
report  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

THE   PAKK   QUESTION. 

Report  of  Special  Committee  on  Mayor's  Address, 
and  order  including  a  reference  of  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  public  parks  to  a  special  commission,  to 
consist  of  two  Aldermen,  three  Councilmen,  three 
citizens  at  large,  and  the  Mayor;  said  commission 
on  part  of  the  City  Council  to  be  elected  by  concur- 
rent ballot,  and  those  at  large  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Council 
in  substituting  the  minority  report,  for  so  much  of 
the  majority  report,  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  a 
public  park. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority (reference  of  the  subject  to  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares)  be  substituted  for  the  order 
as  adopted  by  the  Council. 

Alderman  "Worthington — I  hope  this  Board  of  Al- 
dermen will  not  substitute  the  report  of  the  major 
ity  for  that  of  the  minority,  adopted  by  the  Council' 
I  believe  the  order  reported  by  the  minority  will  meet 
the  views  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  much  better  than 
that  of  the  majority.  This  subject  has  been  consid- 
ered for  many  days  by  the  citizens  of  Boston;  it  has 
been  discussed  and  voted  upon,  and  now  we  are 
asked  to  refer  it  again.  I  believe  that  order  will  go 
with  more  authority  if  we  have  a  report  from  a  select 
committee  of  the  Council  with  three  citizens  at  large 
added.  I  believe  we  shall  get  a  report  that  will  com- 
mand the  support  of  the  people  better  than  if  we 
take  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  That  committee  has  as  much  as  it  can  at- 
tend 'o  BOW.  I  hope  we  shall  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil and  meet  the  views  of  the  people. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  Know  why  this  Board 
should  depart  from  the  course  It  nas  adopted  on 
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all  meisurc's  that  have  been  alluded  to  in  the  Mayor's 
addresf.  Here  is  the  luiittei-  of  water  j^upply,  involv- 
ing an  expi-nditure  of  eif^ht  million  dollars  that  is 
referred  lo  the  Commiliee  on  Water.  Other  matters 
are  referred  to  the  refpective  conimitteHs  which  have 
charge  of  the  departnienti*  appertaininj;  thereto. 
Now,  why  walk  over  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares?  Are  they  not  as  eoninetent  to  attend 
to  this  matter  as  other  committtes  are  to  cuusider 
the  subjects  referri'd  to  them?  The  Mayor  has  com- 
mitted Himself  iri  favor  of  parks,  and  has  submitted 
his  opinions  to  the  City  (jovernment  for  considera- 
tion. Now,  hefnre  we  'elect  a  park,  the  City 
Government  should  have  an  oi)portunity  to  take  some 
action  upon  the  sul).ject.  By  CDncurring  with  the  Com- 
mon Council,  we  put  it  out  of  our  bands  to  take  such 
action.  I  know  the  Mayor  is  an  honest  man:  he  has 
committed  himself  in  favor  of  parks,  and  if  he  ap- 
points commissioners  he  will  a|)point  gentlemen  in 
favor  of  parks,  and  the  City  Government  will  be 
committed  to  the  scheme  of  a  public  park  before  it 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  take  action  upon  it.  The 
Committee  on  (.^ommcn  is  ju^t  as  competent  to  act 
on  the  sub.iect  of  a  park  as  the  Committee  on  Water 
is  to  act  on  the  subject  of  a  water  supply.  This  is 
the  only  thing  that  i?i  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  this 
Government  and  put  in  charge  of  commissioners. 
^*,  matters  not  to  this  Government  whether 
the  Committee  on  Common  are  in  favor 
of  parks  or  not;  they  can  consider  the 
subject  and  report  to  this  Board.  and 
then  it  can  be  acted  upon.  I  don't  see  that  anything 
is  to  be  gained  by  faking  the  action  recommended 
by  the  gentleman.  I  don't  know  whether  the  major- 
ity of  the  Committee  on  Common  are  in  favor  of 
parks  or  not;  I  think  they  are.  Foi  myself,  1  am  op- 
posed to  parks  at  present,  though  I  think  we  have 
got  to  have  them  some  time  or  other.  The  chairman 
of  this  committee  voted  to  have  the  matter  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Common;  I  don't  think  he  was 
afraid  of  it.  To  substitute  this  minority  order  would 
look  as  if  the  Committee  on  Common  were  not  to 
be  trusted.  I  think  they  can  be,  and  are  just  as  much 
deserving  of  confidence  as  any  other  committee. 
Therefore  I  hope  the  report  of  the  majority  will  be 
adopted  by  this  Board.  I  pledge  myself,  as  an  oppo- 
nent of  parks,  to  give  the  matter  due  consideration 
and  to  make  a  report  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
every  gentleman  can  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
his  views  and  advocate  them. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  don't  understand  that 
this  is  in  any  way  censurinj;  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares.  I  hope  we  shall  acquiesce  in  the 
action  of  the  Council,  because  I  believe  it  will  more 
fully  meet  the  views  of  the  people.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  there  shall  be  no  feeling 
between  the  Common  Council  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. I  have  all  confidence  in  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  The  Council  asks  thiit  this 
shall  be  referred  to  a  sp«cial  commission,  and  I  know 
the  Council  does  not  intend  to  censure  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares.  I  believe  it  is  due  to 
the  Council  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  concur  in  the 
passage  of  the  first  order  that  has  come  down  from 
them. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  courtesy  is  also  due  this 
Board  from  the  other  branch.  I  don't  think  the 
Council  intended  any  insult  or  slur  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  but  perhaps  they  thought  that 
committee  would  n't  act  upon  the  matter  as  speedily 
as  they  might.  I  feel  certain  that  they  will  act  more 
speedily,  and  that  this  Government  will  get  a  report 
much  sooner  than  it  will  by  concurring  with  the 
Council.  If  the  Committee  on  Water  are  to  be 
trusted  to  consider  the  matter  of  water,  I  don't  see 
why  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  shall 
not  be  trusted  to  consider  this  subject  of  a  public 
park.  I  know  they  will  make  a  report  much  quicker 
than  this  large  and  unwieldy  committee  proposed  by 
the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Alder- 
man Power's  motion  to  substitute  the  majority  re- 
port: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Power,  Stebbins- 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Prescott,  Worthington— 6. 

There  being  a  tie  the  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  '^'^orthington  moved  to  concur  with  the 
Council. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Pres- 
cott, Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  motion  was  lost. 


Alderman  Stebbins- 1  move  the  subject  lie  upon 
the  table. 

The  Chairman— The  last  vote  d'sposes  of  the  sub- 
ject so  far  as  this  Board  is  concerned. 

Alderman  Stel)biu8—I  supposed  it  could  betaken 
from  the  table  at  any  time. 

The  Chairman  —The  Chair  rules  that  the  order  is 
killed  in  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vole,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Emery— I  did  n't  rise  to  make  any  speech 
upon  this  matter,  but  I  hope  we  will  not  dispose  of 
this  matter  without  due  consideration.  We  have  had 
but  little  time  so  far.  It  went  through  the  Council 
quite  recently,  came  up  to  us,  and  we  have  passed  it 
off  as  though  It  were  a  very  light  thing.  I  hope  we 
shall  have,  and  I  think  gentlemen  ought  to  take,  a 
little  m  re  time  to  consider  it.  I  therefore  move  to 
lay  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration  upon  the  table, 
and  I  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Alderman  WorthingtOB  (unanimous  consent  being 
given)— I  think  we  should  take  more  time.  If  I  un- 
derstand the  matter,  the  defeat  of  this  order  will  kill 
this  subject  for  the  whole  year. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  rules  that  only  this  order 
will  t)e  killed. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  the  subject  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration 
upon  the  table,  prevailed — yeas  9,  nays  3. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall,  Har- 
ris. Peters.  Pretcotf,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 9. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Power — :3. 

C05IMITTEES  .JOINED. 

Various  orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special 
committees  to  nominate  city  officers,  came  from  the 
Council,  were  passed  in  concurrence,  and  the  com- 
mittees were  joined  as  follows: 

Water  Registrar— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Worthing- 
ton. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands— Aldermen  Emery, 
Harris. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — Alder- 
men Stebbins,  Hall. 

Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund— Aldermen 
Cutter,  Hall. 

City  Surveyor — Aldermen  Emery,  Brooks. 

City  Engineer— Aldermen  Cutter,  Stebbins. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Aldermen   Bigelow,  Harris. 

City  Solicitor— Aldermen  Peters,  Prescott. 

ELECTIONS  OF   CITY    OFFICERS. 

Various  reports  of  joint  special  committees  to 
nominate  city  officers  were  received,  together  with 
certificates  of  election  by  the  Common  Council.  The 
reports  were  severally  accepted,  and  the  Board  suc- 
cessively proceeded  to  ballot  for  uaid  officers  in  each 
case,  with  the  result  appended: 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Harris  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  and 
count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Ctiarles  .J.  Prescott  had 11 

Hlllraau  B.  Barnes 12 

WilllamH.  Kent 12 

James  Power 1 

and   Messrs.   Pre8C0*t,  Barnes  and  Kent  were    de 
c'a'ed  elected  in  concurrence. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Aldermen  Bieelow 
and  Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice ' 

John  T.  Clark U 

Charles  A.  Burdltt 12 

David  P.  Kimball 12 

and  they  were  declared  elected  ie  concurrence. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  Aldermen  Peters 
and  Power  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 . 

Necessary  to  a  choice T 

Alanson  Bigelow 11 

David  Whtston 12 

William  Mluot,  Jr 12 

and  they  were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Directors  of  Putdic  Institutions.  Aldermen  Cutter 
and  Emery  were  appointed  a  committee  to  recsive 
and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 18 

Necessary  to  a  choice 1 

James  Power  had 1 

Charles  J.  Prescott 1 

Cyrus  A.  Page S 

Frederick  Pease 8 

Benjamin  Dean 8 

William  Say  ward 12 
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Alderman  Power  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Boara  of  Aldermen,  and  Mr.  Sayward  at  large, 
in  concurrence,  and  there  was  no  choice  for  members 
on  the  part  of  the  Council.  A  second  ballot  was 
taken. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice " 

Cyrus  A.  Page  had 5 

Frederick  Pease § 

Benjamin  Dean I 

and  Messrs.  Pease  and  Dean  were  declared  elected  in 
concurrence. 

Directors  East  Boston  Ferries.  Aldermen  Emery 
and  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary   to  a  choice 7 

Solomon  13.  Stebbius  had 11 

Hiram  Emer> 1 

Joshua  Weston 12 

Ebenezer  Adams 12 

and  Messrs.  Stebhins,  Weston  and  Adams  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence. 

Members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Aldermen 
Worthington  and  Hall  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive  and  count  votes: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Leonard  R   Cutter 11 

Edward  P.  Wilbur 12 

William  G.  Ttiacher 12 

and  they  were  declared  elected,  in  concurrence. 

REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  Lieutenants  of  Police  be  thirty- 
seven;  the  maximum  number  of  Sergeants  of  Police 
shall  be  thirty-eight;  the  maximum  number  of  Pa- 
trolmen shall  be  five  hundred  and  sixty. 

Alderman  Stebbins  iuquireo  how  much  the  present 
police  force  was  increased  by  this  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  present  force  is  497.  The 
increase  is  for  the  additional  districts  in  Brighton, 
West  Roxbury  and  Charlestown. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  author- 
ized to  extend  the  police  telegraph  system  to  West 
Roxbury,  Brighton  and  Charlestown;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  to  whom  was  referred  the  message 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
restraining  the  occupants  of  buildings  on  the  "burnt 
district"  from  projecting  signs  and  banners  into  and 
over  the  public  streets,  and  the  remonstrance  of  Her- 
eey,  Washburn  &  Co  et  at.  against  the  projection  of 
signs  on  Federal  street.  The  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  directed  to 
notify  all  parties  who  have  hung,  affixed,  erected  or 
fastened  any  sign,  lantern,  show  bill  or  show  board 
of  any  description  whatever  which  projects  into  or 
over  any  street  more  than  one  foot,  within  the  terri- 
tory covered  by  the  fires  of  November  9,  1872,  and 
May  30.  1873,  to  remove  the  said  projections;  and  in 
case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  said  parties  so  to  do 
within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof,  the  Chief-of- 
Police  is  instructed  to  cause  complaints  to  be  made 
against  them,  as  provided  by  section  23  of  the  ordi- 
nances in  relation  to  streets,  passed  October  39,  1869. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  contract  from  lime  to  time  for  the  pur- 
chase and  exchange  of  horses,  the  supply  of  hay, 
grains,  paving  stones,  gravel  and  other  materials  re- 
quired for  the  operations  of  the  PavingiDepartment, 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent   of   Street  be 
authorized    to   lay  flagging   cross-walks    and   pave 
gutters   on   the   public    streets    of   the   city  when 
deemed  expedient  by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  be 
authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and  pave 
sidewalks  on  any  portions  of  public  streets  when  the 
abutters  agree  in  writing  to  pay  one  half  the  cost 
thereof. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  number  or  renumber  any  street,  court  or 
place,  within  the  city  limits,  whenever  in  the  opin- 


ion of  said  committee,  the    public  convenience  will 
l9e  promoted  thereby. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  grant  permits  to  open  the  streets  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  streets. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  grant  permits  for  moving  buildingie 
through  the  streets  of  this  city. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  erect  fences  in  front  of  vacant  lots  on 
public  streets.,  where  the  public  safety  requires  the 
same. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  following  regulations  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  government  of  persons  who  may  be 
licensee*  to  raise  or  lower  goods  and  merchandise 
outside  of  buildings  in  the  streets  of  this  city. 
1.  Good  aud  sufficient  barriers  ^hall  be  placed  across 
the  sidewalk,  from  the  wall  of  the  building  to  the 
curbstone  of  the  sidewalk,  on  each  side  of  the  goods 
or  merchandise  to  be  raised  or  lowered,  and  kept  in 
their  places  during  the  whole  time  the  work  of  rais- 
ing or  lowering  is  in  progress,  so  as  to  protect  trav- 
ellers from  injury  or  danger.  2.  The  sidewalk  shall 
not  be  encumbered  by  such  goods  or  merchandise, 
or  the  raising  or  loweringthereol,  longer  than  fifteen 
minutes  at  any  one  time.  3.  The  person  or  persons 
licensed  to  raise  or  lower  goods  outside  of  buildings 
shall  idemnify  and  save  harmless  the  city  of  Boston 
against  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses,  to  which  it 
shall  be  subjected  on  account  of  the  acts  of  the  said 
person  or  persons  under  such  license.  4.  The  license 
may  be  revoked  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Alderman,  Bigelow  from.the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  of  A. 
P.  Peck  to  give  dramatic  readings  at  Music  Hall  by 
Miss  Cushmau;  C.  M.  Charter,  to  exhibit  a  panorama 
at  Sumner  Hall,  East  Boston,  January  20  and  22;  E. 
W.  Murray,  for  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Tremouc  and 
Clarendon  streets;  Simon  Levy,  to  deal  in  second- 
hand clothing  at  449  Main  street,  Charlestown;  Moore 
&  Co.,  for  two  wagon  licenses;  Charles  Wells,  Jr., 
et  al.,  for  transfer  of  wagon  lioenset ;  William  Roach, 
for  wagon  stand  at  197  Third  street;  Mrs.  M.  H. 
Chase,  8  Haywaid  place,  L.  Fuhil  &  Co.,  27  Kingston 
istreet,  for  victualler's  license;  Addison  P.Wheelock, 
et  al.,  for  transfer  of  hack  licenses;  William  R.  Wat- 
son, for  auctioneer's  license  at  148  Hanover  street; 
Thomas  J.  Keogh,  to  keep  a  billiard  table  at  21  Per- 
kins street,  Charlestown;  Ellen  M.  Collins,  to  keep 
intelligence  office  at  147  Charles  street;  Mary  J. 
McMulUin,  to  keep  intelligence  office  at  81  Charles 
street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported "leave  to  withdraw"  on  the  applications  of 
C.  H.  Snoiv,  105  Northampton  street;  Dennis  Mur- 
phy, 533  Washington  street;  and  William  Taylor,  85 
Bunker-Hill  street,  for  victualler's  license.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Oh  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  an  order  was 
passed  fixing  the  usual  regulations  for  the  granting 
of  licenses  to  minors  for  the  pursuit  of  any  avoca- 
tion, the  terms  and  conditions  of  which  shall  be  in- 
serted in  i  he  certificate. 

On  mation  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Board  not  having  charge  of  any 
appropriations;  also  by  individual  members  of  the 
Board  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty; 
the  amount  of  said  bills  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priations for  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  revised  schedule  of 
assessments  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Sixth 
street,  together  with  an  order  annulling  the  original 
schedule  and  order  passed  Oct.  9,  1873,  and  an  order 
for  the  collection  of  the  i-ums  named  in  the  revised 
list.    The  orders  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  $207  62  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Laban  Pratt,  for  a  sewer  in  Taylor  street, 
and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Albert  T. 
Stearns;  that  $2;i3  40  be  abated  from  Porter  &  Syl- 
vester, for  a  sewer  in  Buckingham  street,  and  tne 
same  amount  assessed  upon  George  W.  Merserve; 
that  $21  17  be  abated  from  Cornelius  Driscoll,  for  a 
sewer  in  Taylor  street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed 
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upon  Thomas  J.  McGrail;  that  $37  01  be  abated  from 
South  Boston  Iron  Company,  for  u  sewer  in  Sixth 
street,  and  the  same  amount  lie  assessed  upon  the 
South  Boston  Horse  Railroad  Company;  that  $15  14 
be  abated  from  the  assessment  on  Levi  B.  (iay,  for  a 
sewer  in  Washington  street,  on  account  of  over- 
estimate of  land;  that  the  following  abatements  be 
made  on  account  of  previous  i)ayments  and  agree- 
ments: Calvin  (;.  Page's  heirs,  Gouch  street,  $20; 
Phinehas  B.  Smith,  Jr.,  SlMwmut  avenue,  $sj;il  12; 
Henry  T.  Woods,  el  al.,  do.,  $490  01;  Charles  Hul- 
bert,  do.,  $181  iW;  John  Harney,  Alpine  street, 
$111  .50;  Isaac  Waterman's  heirs,  do.,  $92  92;  James 
Guild,  do.,  $55  75;  Albert  T.  Stearns,  High  street, 
$33  13. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  so  mucli  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  a  new  Court  House  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Buildings. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington— 

Ordered.  That  the  list  of  jurors  in  this  city,  who 
are  qualified  to  serve  in  the  several  courts  of  the 
County  of  Suffolli,  be  revised  by  this  Board,  and  be 
posted  in  the  City  Hall  and  Court  House,  and  be 
thereafterwards  submitted  to  the  Common  Council 
for  revision  and  acceptance,  pursuant  to  law. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be  au- 
thorized, (luring  the  present  municipal  year,  to  make 
contracts  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  for  the  purchase  of  such  quantities  of 
hay  or  gram  and  for  such  horses  and  exclianges  as  his 
department  may  from  time  to  time  require;  also  for 
such  material  as  shall  be  required  for  the  use  of  this 
department. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Joseph  Sidwell,  Walter  Smith  and  John  McCarty,  for 
leave  to  occupy  wooden  stables.     Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hams- 
Ordered,  That  the  almshouse  formerly  belonging 
to  the  city  of  Charlestown  be  placed  in  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  who 
are  hereby  requested  to  furnish  the  necessary  over- 
sight and  supplies  for  the  inmates  of  that  building. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay,  as  follows: 

Frances  S.  W.  Browne,  $74,  for  land  taken  from 
heirs  of  Jonathan  Whitney  by  extension  of  Columbus 
,  avenue  to  Park  square.     Passed. 

Heirs  of  Zabdiel  B.  Adams,  $3003  75,  for  widening 
Pearl  street.    Kead  once. 

Heirs  of  J.  H.  Pearson,  $18,157,  for  widening  Broad 
street.    Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris — 

Whereas,  It  appears  of  record  tbat  the  County 
Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  did,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  A.  D.  1872,  establish  a 
highway  in  the  town  of  Revere,  formerly  North 
Chelsea,  and  did,  as  authorized  by  statute,  assess  a 
portion  of  the  damage  upon  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  pay  to  the  following-named  persons 
the  sums  set  against  their  respeciive  names  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  action  of  the  County  Commission- 
ers of  Middlesex  in  establishing  a  highway  in  Revere, 
formerly  North  Chelsea,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Jan- 
uary, A.  D.  1872,  upon  their  presenting  a  certificate, 
signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Revere,  that  the  land 
over  which  the  highway  is  established  is  in  the  town 
of  Revere,  and  has  been  entered  upon  and  possession 
taken,  and  also  upon  their  giving  an  acquittance  and 
discharge  for  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  caused 
to  and  incurred  by  them  on  account  of  said  action  of 
the  County  Commissioners;  said  sums  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Sufiolk,  name- 
ly: J.  H.  Ricker,  $100;  William  O.  Hall,  $100;  Tim- 
othy Wilson,  $25.     Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  the  Police  Department  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Police,  with  the  request  that  they  give 
early  and  especial  consideration  to  the  Mayor's  rec- 
ommendation for  the  establishment  of  a  mounted 
patrol  for  the  suburban  districts. 

Passed. 

CITY   I'ROPERTY   IN   WARD    19. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  W^orthington — 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  inquire  as  to  tlie  manner  in  which  the 
building  belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston,  known  as 
Wilson's  Hotel,  in  Ward  19,  is  occupied  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  report  thereon  to  the  City  Council. 


Alderman  Stebbins— I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
the  words,  "and  that  said  committee  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  disposing  of  said  proper- 
ty by  auction  or  otherwise,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Board." 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  attached  to  the  order.  The  city  ought  to 
know  what  sort  of  a  house  it  owns  and  how  it  is  oc- 
cupied. Something  ought  to  be  done  with  that  ho- 
tel, and  to  find  out  if  it  is  put  to  the  best  use. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  suppose  every  member  of 
this  Board  knows  what  that  hotel  is  used  for  as  well 
today  as  they  will  a  week  hence,  after  the  committee 
report.  They  know  that  the  city  of  Boston  will  re- 
ceive $200  per  month  rent  for  it,  and  that  the  hotel  is 
used  as  a  first-class  liquor  establishment  and  for 
other  purposes.  I  shall  insist  upon  my  amendment, 
and  if  the  Board  sees  fit  to  vote  it  down,  well  and 
good. 

Alderman  Cutter^I  hope  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. I  understand,  from  goc.d  authority,  tbat  the 
house  can  be  sold  for  three  thousand  dollars  more 
than  we  are  to  pay  for  it.  If  that  is  so  I  hope  it  will 
be  done. 

Alderman  W^orthington — I  don't  believe  that  offer 
can  be  taken  up.  I  understand  it  was  made  on  con- 
dition that  certain  things  be  put  in.  I  don't  think 
the  city  can  sell  it  for  what  it  will  have  to  pay  for  it 
when  the  note  comes  due  next  May.  The  other  mat- 
ter should  be  reported  on  and  this  disgrace  to  the 
city  stopped. 

Alderman  Emery — I  think  the  time  mentioned  in 
the  amendment  is  too  short. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  will  withdraw  that  portion 
of  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Emery— It  is  very  necessary  that  the 
thing  should  be  done. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  substituting  the  words  "to  report  two  weeks 
from  today." 

Alderman  Cutter— The  property  is  ours,  and  I  don't 
believe  it  is  necessary  to  run  it  down.  Let  us  get  all 
we  can  for  it.  I  had  the  statement  from  one  of  the 
selectmen  that  we  could  get  what  I  said. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
ment, allowing  two  weeks  from  today,  is  unneces- 
sary. 

Alderman  Peters — I  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Board  not  to  allow  the  committee  to  spend  too  much 
time  at  a  hotel  that  is  occupied  in  the  manner  of 
which  the  gentleman  speaks.  I  thought  it  best  to 
limit  the  committee  to  a  certain  time. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters  was  adopted, 
and  the  question  recurred  on  Alderman  Stebbins's 
amendment  as  amended. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  that  amendment 
should  come  in  a  separate  order.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  will  defeat  the  point  we  want  to  make.  I  hope 
the  Alderman  will  draw  an  order  and  submit  it  at 
once,  that  it  may  be  fairly  considered.  I  will  join 
most  heartily  with  him  if  he  will  draw  a  separate  or- 
der. 

Alderman  Power — I  can't  see  anything  for  the  com- 
mittee to  do  except  what  is  embodied  in  the  amend- 
ment of  Alderman  Stebbins.  Everybody  knows  what 
the  house  is  carried  on  for.  If  it  is  wished  to  facili- 
tate matters,  I  hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  surprised  at  the 
knowledge  gentlemen  possess  of  what  is  going  on  in 
that  house.  I  don't  believe  any  one  here  knows.  I 
don't,  but  I  want  to  know  what  is  done  with  the  city 
property. 

Al'ierman  Peters — As  I  understand  the  whole  mo- 
tion, the  committae  can  report  on  the  first  part  of 
the  order  at  any  time — at  the  next  meeting  if  they 
choose— and  on  the  proposed  sale  two  weeks  from 
today.  That  allows  them  time  enough  to  report.  If 
the  committee  don't  know  now  what  the  house  is  oc- 
cupied for,  one  day's  investigation  will  give  them  all 
they  desire. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  W^orthington  raised  the  point  that  the 
question  was  on  an  amendment  and  could  not  be  di- 
vided. 

Alderman  Cutter  inquired  if  the  amendment  had 
not  been  already  adopted. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  had  passed,  and  the  question  was  on  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted.  Alder- 
man Harris  withdrew  the  request  for  a  division  of 
the  question,  and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

REPORT  OP  COCHITUATE  WATER  BOAKD. 

Alderm-an  Cutter  presented  the  report  of  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  1:34  of  1873),  on 
reply  to  an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  October  13, 
1873,  relating  to  the  available  quantity  and  purity,  of 
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the  Mystic  water  and  to  other  matters  connected 
with  an  additional  water  supply  for  Boston.  Alder- 
derman  Cutter  stated  that  he  had  some  plans  which 
the  members  conld  examine  at  their  leisure.  The 
report  was  sent  down. 

The  board  reply  that  its  attention  was  called  to  the 
Mystic  Pond  as  a  source  of  supply  for  this  city  some 
two  years  since  by  their  engineer  (see  City  Doc. 
No.  2!l,  1873),  but  after  due  consideration  it  was  dis- 
missed from  the  list  of  practicable  sources,  which  the 
Water  Board  thought  its  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
City  Government;  but  after  the  receipt  of  the  above- 
named  order  of  inquiry,  and  recognizins;  the  wide 
difl'erences  of  opinion  exis^ting  in  the  community  as 
to  the  quality  of  the  water  as  well  as  to  the  capacity 
of  the  Mystic  basin  as  a  source  of  permanent  supply 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  the  board,  as  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice to  itself  and  its  engineer,  has  thought  it  judi- 
cious and  proptr  to  have  the  whole  subject  investi- 
gated independently,  by  thoroughly  competent  per- 
sons, so  that,  after  the  investigations  were  closed 
and  the  facts  presented,  the  questions  should  be  defi- 
nitely settled  in  every  reasonable  mind.  With  these 
views,  the  services  of  two  eminent  hydranlic  engi- 
neers, Mr.  James  P.  Kirkwood  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
and  Mr.  James  B.  Francis  of  Lowell,  Mass., 
were  secured  as  an  Engineering  Commission. 
and  the  board  was  equally  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing Professor  E.  N.  Horsfora  of  Cambridge, 
to  investigate  as  to  the  purity  of  the  water. 
The  facts  given  with  regard  to  the  Mystic  basin 
are  in  close  approximation  to  the  information 
thst  was  already  in  possession  of  the  board, 
from  the  report  of  its  engineer  (the  prenent 
City  Engineer),  and  stated  in  general  terms  in  the 
City  Document  above  referred  to,  and  show  not  only 
that  the  extravagant  claims  made  for  this  basin  as  a 
.source  of  permanent  supply  were,  in  a  large  degree, 
unfounded,  but  that  an  imperative  duty  exists  for 
the  city  to  take  the  most  effectual  means  for  securing 
thai  t^upply  from  some  other  and  more  practicable 
source,  for  its  rapidly  increasing  territory,  population 
and  industries,  at  the  earliest  moTient.  The  report 
of  Messrs.  Kirkwood  and  Francis  states,  that  by  util- 
izing (at  an  expense  of  •$9()4,.5fi2  for  storage  reser- 
voirs) all  the  available  storage  capacity  of  the  Mystic 
basins,  inclufling  the  lower  Mystic  Lake,  a  total  sup- 
ply of  ]8,000,000  gallons  daily  may  be  secured,  and 
that  a  more  moderate  expenditure  for  reservoirs  will 
pr'>vide  a  supply  from  which  a  surplus  of  about 
.5,000,000  gallons  may  be  applied  to  the  use  of  Boston, 
until  1880  or  thereabouts,  when  the  increasing  de- 
mands of  Charlestown  and  East  Boston,  and  the 
towns  depending  upon  the  Mystic  works,  will  begin 
to  curtail  it.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  Cochituate 
conduit  should  not  be  relied  on  ''to  convey  more 
than  17,000,000  gallons  in  any  one  day."  These  state- 
ments sliould  be  considered  together,  in  computing 
the  total  supply  available  to  Boston  for  the  ne.xt  few 
years. 

The  consutpption  in  Boston  during  1873  was  about 
18,000,000  gallons  daily,  and  largely  in  excess"  of  the 
previous  year,  due  partly  to  a  reckless  use  of  hand 
hose,  leakage  in  the  burnt  district,  and  an  increased 
head  in  portions  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  the  in- 
creased number  of  water  takers.  The  consumption 
is  very  unequal  in  cilfercnt  months,  and  to  maintain 
the  supply  during  the  summer  month.-^  it  was  found 
necessary  to  use  the  conduit  under  a  pressure  that 
would  give  a  flow  of  over  20,000,000  gallons  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  even  then  the  reservoirs  were  drawn 
down  to  a  point  that  reduced  materially  the  water 
held  in  reserve  to  supply  the  city  in  case  of  accident 
to  the  conduit.  If  the  maximum  How  of  the  conduit 
is  to  be  limited  to  17,000  000  gallons  in  twenty-four 
hours,  the  supply  will  not  on  an  average  much,  if  at 
all.  exceed  1.^,000.000  gallons  daily.  To  operate  the 
Cochituate  works  safely  an  additional  supply  of 
3.000,000  gallons  daily  is  required  at  once;  and  the 
supply  which  can  he  safely  obtained  from  the 
Cochituate  works,  combined  with  that  which  may 
be  secured  from  the  Mystic  (some  two  vears  hence), 
will  give  an  excess  of  only  2,000,000  gallons  daily, 
above  the  use  of  the  past  year,  to  meet  the  future  in- 
crease in  consumption,  which  will  follow  from  in- 
crease of  pojiulation,  by  natural  growth  and  by 
annexation.  By  using  all  the  storage  area  offered  by 
the  Mystic  basin  this  excess  may  be  increased  to 
some  four  or  live  millions,  an  amount  which,  at  the 
rate  of  increase  in  water-takers  that  has  ruled  for  the 
past  few  years,  will  be  absorbed  in  four  or  five  sea- 
sons. 

If  the  conduit  is  to  be  operated  as  it  was  found 
necessary  to  operate  it  the  past  year  (in  a  manner 
which  it  is  proper  to  say  the  Water  Boaid  and  its 
officers  consider  decidedly  unsafe),  the  excess  will  be 
further  increased  by  about  three  millions  of  gallons. 
This  is  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Cochituate 
watershed  will   yield  a  supply  of  18.000,000  gallons 


daily;  but  the  fact  is  it  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  do 
so.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  total  quantities 
of  water,  stated  in  daily  averages,  that  entered  the 
lake  from  its  watershed  during  various  year,  and  of 
which  in  some  years  a  large  portion  was  necessarily 
wasted  over  the  dam  during  floods: 

Year.          Gallons  per  day.  Year.          Gallons  per  day. 

1853 17,873,800    1858 17,759,013 

I860 n,714,0ti5    1864 15.370,152 

1866 14,265,280    1871 13,197,800 

The  yield  of  the  Cochituate  watershed  in  a  season 
of  extreme  drought  has  been  estimated  by  the  City 
Engineer,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Davis,  at  12,000,000  gallons 
daily;  but,  as  seen  above,  in  1871,  which  cannot  be 
considered  such  a  season,  it  actually  was  only  13,197,- 
800  gallons.  Add  to  this  the  5,000,000  gallons  that 
may  be  taken  from  the  Mystic,  and  there  is  18,000,000 
gallons,  just  equal  to  the  consumption  of  the  past 
year,  1873.  To  state  the  case  plainly,  and  it  does 
seem  that  the  time  has  come  to  so  state  it,  this  city 
will  be  dependent  upon  good  fortune,  that  is,  upon 
heavy  rains  and  freedom  from  accident  to  the  works, 
for  a  full  supply  of  water,  during  the  next  few  years, 
even  if  the  Mystic  be  drawn  upon,  unless  an  auxiliary 
supply  is  taken  from  the  Sudbury  River,  as  in  1872. 
As  matters  now  stand,  the  city  has  no  rights  in  the 
Sudbury  River,  and  would  unquestionably  be  pre- 
vented by  the  mill  owners  and  others  interested, 
from  again  drawing  from  it  unless  the  river  is  legally 
seized  under  the  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing 
the  taking.  If  it  be  decided  to  abandon  the  Sudbury- 
River  project,  the  city  will  be  forced  to  lelv  upon  the 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  districts,  from  which,  by  an 
expenditure  of  some  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  the  latter,  in  two  years  a  total  daily  supply 
of  about  22.000,000  gallons  can  be  furnished;  tiro- 
vided  that  the  rainfall  is  favorable,  and  the  Cochitu- 
ate conduit  is  operated  under  objectionaiile  pressure 
during  the  months  of  greatest  consumption. 

During  the  early  months  of  1872,  while  the  pump- 
ing engines  were  at  work  in  Lake  Cochituate,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  unprecedentedly  low  state  of  the 
waier,  application  was  made  by  the  city  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  power  to  take  water  from  an  independent 
source  of  supply;  and  the  Water  Board  was  informed 
by  the  legislative  committee  that  it  must  limit  itself 
to  two  sources,  though  the  Board  had  asked  for  a 
general  act  with  the  design  of  selecting  the  best 
source,  after  a  careful  study  and  survey  of  the  whole 
question.  A  pretty  thorough  examination  had  been 
hurriedly  made  of  the  different  available  water  dis- 
tricts within  reasonable  distance  from  the  city,  in- 
cluding the  Ipswich  and  Saugus  rivers  at  the  north, 
the  great  lakes  of  the  Middleborough  district  at  the 
south,  and  the  Merrimac  River  at  the  northwest.  All 
these  were  rejected,  however,  either  for  their  large 
cost,  impurity  of  water,  difliculty  of  connection  with 
the  present  system  of  works,  want  of  storage  capaci- 
ty, or  insuflicient  amount  of  \<  ater  for  the  needs  of 
the  distant  future.  The  onl.y  course,  therefore,  was 
to  look  to  the  west,  where  were  found  the  Charles, 
Sudbury.  Assabet  and  Nashua  rivers  and  Lake  Quin- 
sigamond,  which,  combined,  would  give  a  daily  sup- 
ply of  220,000.000  gallons,  and  all  of"  which  could  be 
brought  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  in  the  same  con- 
duit. The  Water  Board  selected  the  Charles  and 
Sudbury  rivers ;  but  during  the  hearing  before 
the  legislative  committee  a  strong  and  decided 
opposition  was  made  lo  the  taking  of  the 
Charles  River,  except  upon  such  conditions 
and  restrictions  as  were  entirely  inadmissable: 
and  therefore,  upon  the  promise  of  the  commit- 
tee to  report  a  favorable  bill  for  the  Sudbury,  the 
Charles  was  dropped  and  a  bill  for  the  Sudbury  was 
reported  and  passed  by  the  Legislature.  Doubtless  the 
facility  with  which  the  waterof  the  river  could  be  turn- 
ed into  Lake  Cochituate  to  supply  a  pressing  temjjo- 
lary  want  in  that  basin  had  some  considerable  weight 
in  the  selection;  but  careful  study  and  survey  of  its 
capabilities  as  a  source  of  pern.anent  supply  revealed 
facts  of  a  very  favorable  character.  These  were,  the 
large  amount  and  good  quality  of  the  water;  its  ex- 
cellent storage  facilities  and  easy  control;  compar- 
atively moderate  cost  of  construction,  the  shortness 
of  the  conduit  line  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  the 
great  point  of  distribution;  and  the  comparative 
present  and  prospective  freedom  from  pollution  of 
the  watershed.  Its  combined  value  in  all  these  es- 
sentials is  such  that  the  Water  Board  has  seen  no 
reason  to  regret  its  selection  or  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
the  choice.  The  rapidity  with  which  its  waters  can 
be  turned  into  the  lake  has  already  been  proved  at  a 
time  of  some  considerable  public  peril. 

I'he  Sudbury,  with  its  ample  storage  basins,  in  a 
seastnof  drought  will  yield  a  minimum  supply  of 
40,000,000  gallons  daily,  and  in  favorable  seasons  a 
supply  of  .50,000,000  gallons  or  more;  should  occasion 
demand    in    the    future,  it  can  be    easily  connected 
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with  the  Assabet  Kivcr,  from  which  nearly  an  equal 
iiiiioiint  can  ho  drawn,  and  the  practicability  of  ils 
connuction  with  the  other  water  districts  named 
above  is  an  equally  assured  fact.  The  connection 
with  the  Charles  Hiver  would  be  by  punipiiisr  works 
at  South  Natick,  all  the  others  by  Kravitation.  la 
tlie  Siidhurv  Kivi'r  scheme  of  works,  not  only  has 
the  needs  of  the  immediate  present  lieen  duly  con- 
sidered, but  the  future  has  been  amply  cared  for. 
Kll'orts  seem  to  have  been  made  to  prejudice  the 
Sudbury  Hiver  scheme,  by  misrepresentiii;^  its  cost, 
and  the  time  requind  for  its  construction.  It  has 
been  claimed  that  it  will  cost  between  twelve  and 
fifteen  millions  of  dolhirs,  and  that  it  cannot  be  com- 
pleted short  of  ten  or  twelve  years'  time. 

Those  making  these  misrepresentations  entirely 
ienore  tho  careful  and  exhaustive  surveys,  and  the 
liberal  estimates  founded  upon  them  by  <iur  able  and 
experienced  engineers.  The  Water  Board  has  no 
hesitation  in  saying  there  is  not  tlie  slightest  foun- 
dation for  such  statements,  that  there  is  no  re-ison 
for  distrusting  the  professional  skill  of,  or  the  facts 
and  estimates  given  by  the  engineers  in  their  report 
as  to  the  cost  or  the  time  required  for  construction: 
most  certainly  not  upon  the  reckless  statemei  ts  of 
those  having  no  practical  experience  in  engineering 
works.  So  far  as  the  amount  of  water  or  mill  dam- 
ages to  be  paid  is  concerned,  tlie  board  can  only  say 
that  this  matter  will  be  determined  before  a  Massa- 
chusetts court  and  jury,  and  upon  competent  evi- 
dence as  to  th«  real  amount  of  damage  caused  by 
diverting  the  water  of  the  river;  It  has  t.o  fear  but 
that  the  verdict  will  be  an  eqnitable  one,  and  the 
damages  not  excessive.  But  it  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  city  of  Boston  cannot  take  water  from 
any  practicable  source  witlmnt  paying  for  it,  and  it  is 
not  at  all  probable  that  the  co^t  will  be  larger,  in 
proportion,  for  ilie  Sudbury  Kiver,  than  for  water 
taken  from  any  other  source. 

When  the  pressnt  Cochituate  conduit  was  construct- 
ed, it  was  generally  considered  that  the  city  had  se- 
cured an  ample  water  supply  for  the  next  fifty  years 
at  least.  But  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  that  pe- 
riod has  passed,  with  the  results  which  are  now  un- 
der consideration.  The  lesson  is  a  very  useful  one, 
not  only  to  the  City  Government,  but  to  all  concern- 
ed. After  mature  deliberation  upon  all  the  numer- 
ous questions  involved  in  the  general  subject  of  se- 
curing a  permanent  and  ample  supply  of  water  for 
domestic,  fire,  manufacturing,  and  other  uses  for  a 
rapidly  growing  community  like  this,  the  Water 
Board  finds  ample  reasons  for  again  recommending 
the  most  energetic  action  for  the  construction  and 
early  completion  of  the  Sudbury  River  supply  for  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  adoption  of  any  policy  which 
shall  restrict  the  supply  of  water  for  all  legitimate 
uses,  will  be  a  mistaken  and  unfortunate  one;  and 
this  will  apply  with  great  force  to  the  territory  re- 
cently annexed  and  that  hereafter  to  be  annexed, 
and  with  still  greater  force  to  the  numerous  moiiu- 
facturing  Industries  that  are  springing  np  in  and  near 
the  city  limits.  The  fear  of  an  insufficient  supply 
would  tend  to  restrict  and  dwarf  a  great  many  indus- 
trial establishments  in  a  very  large  degree,  and  pos- 


sibly lead  to  their  location  elsewhere.  The  Water 
Board  feels  that  a  great  and  growing  city  like  this 
cannot  afford  to  enr  anger  its  progressive  prosperity 
by  failure  to  take  the  proper  action  to  secure  its  con- 
tinuance. 

An  order  was  passed  by  the  City  Council,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1873,  requesting  the  Water  Board  to  have 
made  a  chemical  analysis  of  the  waters  of  Farm 
Pond.  In  comiilying  with  the  request,  the  boaro  has 
had  also  analyzed  a  sample  taken  from  Sudhury  Kiv- 
er, another  from  its  most  important  tributary, Stony 
Brook,  and  two  from  Lake  CocliituatC. 

The  analyses,  the  results  ol  which  are  given  in  the 
following      table,   have     been     made     by     Messrs. 
Merrick  and  Gray,  analytical  chemists,   who  had   no 
knowledge  of  where  the  samples  were  taken: 
Grains  in  U.  S.  gal. 
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A  very  thoroiieh  examination  of  the  whole  length 
«f  the  conduit  has  been  made  by  skilled  experts  fa- 
miliar with  such  structures,  and  the  details  of  the  ■ 
examination,  reported  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Cunningham, 
firsl-assistant-eniiineer  of  "New  Supply,"  are  here- 
with presented^for  your  consideration.  While  the  con- 
duit will  be  operated  with  great  care  and  closely  watch- 
ed, and  while  there  is  but  little  fear  of  disaster  hap- 
pening, yet  measures  have  already  been  taken  to  meet 
any  break  in  its  weaker  points  by  the  construction  of 
wooden  Humes,  ready  to  be  applied  at  once  at  any 
exposed  point;  so  that  if  any  break  should  occur,  it 
can  be  repaired  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  Whib 
the  condition  oi'  the  conduit  is  and  has  been  for  the 
past  year  a  constant  source  of  anxiety  to  the  board, 
it  trusts,  by  extra  care  and  watchfulness,  to  avert 
any  serious  disaster  that  may  imperil  the  uninter- 
rupted flow  of  Cochituate  water  to  the  city 

In  conclusion,  the  board  has  the  pleasure  of  stat- 
ing that  the  income  for  water  is  steadily  increaoing 
from  year  to  year,  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  show- 
ing an  advance  over  those  of  the  previous  year  of 
over  one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  the  reports  of  Messrs. 
Kirkwood  and  Francis,  Mr.  Cunningham,  Professor 
Horsford  and  others  engaged  in  the  investigation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUAKY    ii'^,    1H74. 


The  regular  weekly  meetins;  of  the  Commou  Coun- 
cil was  hela  at  half-past  seven  o'cleck  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Perries,  In- 
spectors of  Buildings,  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Asso- 
ciation, Gilman  &  Cheney,  G.  Washington  Warren, 
et  al.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Annual  reports  of  city  officers.  (Printed  City  Docs. 
No8.  5,  6,  7,  11,  13.  Report  of  Water  Board  134,  1873- 
18744.)      Severally  placed  on  file. 

The  order  for  ihe  proposed  e.xtension  of  Parker 
street  came  down  referrea  to  Comniittee  on  Streets. 
The  Council  concurred. 

Order  that  the  almhouse  formerly  belonging  to 
Charlestown  be  placed  in  the  care  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  SuDcrintendent  of  Health  to 
purchase  hay  and  grain  and  other  material  requircsd 
m  his  department.     Read  once. 

CITY   PROPERTY    IN    WARD     NINETEEN. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
inquire  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  building  be- 
longing to  the  city,  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  in 
Ward  19,  is  occupied,  and  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  selling  the  same,  came  down  passed. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  have  some 
explanation  why  this  matter  comes  before  us.  I 
confess  that  I  was  not  aware  that  the  city  cf  Boston 
kept  a  hotel.  If  there  is  any  gentleman  here  who  can 
explain  that  matter  I  should  like  to  hear  from  him. 
It  is  entirely  new  to  me,  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Government,  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  keeping  a  ho- 
tel, and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  idea  is  suggested  by 
the  order  before  us.  I  was  n't  aware  before  that  the 
city  held  any  real  estate  in  the  Brighton  District.  I 
presume  some  gentleman  here  can  explain,  and  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  hear  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  think  a  satisfactory  explanation  can  be 
given  for  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  llunnewell  of  Ward  19— If  the  gentleman 
really  wants  an  explanation  it  can  be  given  in  a  very 
few  words,  and  I  think  the  Council  will  understand 
the  reason  for  the  order.  Previous  to  the  vote  on 
annexation,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  of  Brighton  to  look  up  and  purchase  a 
suitable  location  for  a  town  hall.  The  committee 
selected  a  site  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  which  hap- 
pened at  that  time  to  be  used  for  hotel  purposes. 
The  committee  considered  that  the  best  location  for 
a  hall  and  made  such  a  report  to  the  town  meet- 
ing. That  report  was  accepted,  and  subsequent- 
ly— I  understand,  for  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting— they  were  authorized  to  make  the  purchase 
of  the  land  with  the  buildings  upon  it.  The  present 
occupants  of  the  hotel  made  a  proposition  to  the  se- 
lectmen to  continue  the  occupancy  of  the  building  at 
a  rental  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  month.  At  that 
rate  they  have  continued  tenants  at  will ;  the  property 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  city  of  Boston,  ajid  they 
•  till  remain  tenants  at  will  under  the  city  of  Boston. 
It  is  in  that  way  that  the  city  of  Boston  became  the 
owner  of  hotel  property  and  the  receiver  of  rent 
from  that  source. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Before  this  Council  disposes 
of  that  property,  it  appears  to  me  we  ought  to  know 
what  we  are  disposing  of.  1  do  not  believe  five 
members  of  this  Council  know  what  the  property  is 
and  what  is  the  value  of  the  land.  Therefore.  I  move 
the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PuDlic 
Lands. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  wish  to  say,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  latter  part  of  the  order,  that  I  pre- 
sume that  if  its  reference  is  made  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  no  steps  woald  be  taken  to  sell 
the  property,  as  an  advantageous  sale  could  not  prob- 
ably be  made.  Everything  the  city  is  doing  in  that 
district  tends  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  property, 
and  I  think  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
would  see  that  it  is  injudicious  to  attempt  to  make  a 
sale  now. 


Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Ifi— I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  will  not  prevail.  I  am  not  actuated  by 
any  jealousy,  as  a  member  of  one  committee.  The 
first  part  of  the  order  is  in  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  building  is  used,  which  is  not  entirely 
creditable  to  the  city  of  Boston.  As  this  is  a  buila- 
ing  for  which  the  city  of  Boston  is  receiving  rent,  it 
is  eminently  proper  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  should  have  charge  of  the  matter.  It  may 
not  be  a  good  time  to  sell  the  property,  but  it  is  a 
good  time  to  see  what  disposition  is  made  of  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  ttie  motion  will  pre- 
vail, for  this  reason:  I  understand  this  lot  contains 
about  seventy-four  thousand  feet  of  land,  and  all  the 
order  contemplates  is  the  sale  of  the  building.  Now 
I  believe  the  disposition  of  the  land  belongs  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  proper  committee  to  have  charge  of  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— If  the  gentleman  would  ilke 
to  have  the  order  changed  so  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  may  have  charue  of  the  sale  of  the 
lands,  I  have  no  objections,  but  so  far  as  any  consid- 
eration of  the  use  of  the  building  I  am  opposed  to  its 
reference  to  that  committee.  It  properly  belongs  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7    I  would  — 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order,  he 
having  spoken  once  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  merely  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  does  not  believe  the  Commiteee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  as  Gompetenl  to  dispose  of  the  building  as 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  are. 

The  President— The  nentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— That  order  contemplates 
just  what  this  Council  wishes  to  know.'  The  com- 
mittee is  to  investigate  and  learn  what  is  the  best 
disposition  to  make  of  that  property.  After  they 
report  we  can  act  understandingly.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  motion  to  refer  will  not  prevail,  and  that  the 
order  will  pass. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

BADGES. 

The  order  for  a  committee  to  procure  suitable 
badges  for  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
came  up  as  unfinished  business,  the  question  being 
oij  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  fi— I  desire,  Mr.  President,  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  order  by  inserting  before 
the  word,  'members"  the  word  "new,"  so  that  the 
order  will  read  ''special  committee  to  procure  badges 
for  new  members,"  and,  with  the  permission  ot  the 
Council,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of 
the  amendment.  The  custom  of  providing  badges, 
at  the  expense  of  the  city,  for  the  members  of  the 
Government  seems  to  have  had  its  origin  as  far  back 
as  the  year  18.05.  A  somewhat  careful  examination 
of  the  Auditor's  reports  prior  to  that  date  has  failed 
to  disclose  the  item  "badges"  under  that  name.  It 
would  appear  fr<»m  the  cost  of  these  articles  as  stated 
in  the  Auditor's  reports  of  that  year,  and  of  the  few 
succeeding  years,that  our  predecessors  had  an  eye  to 
the  useful  rather  than  to  the  ornamental.  They  were 
content  with  a  silver  badge  of  moderate  cost,  and,  in 
18,55,  provided  themselves  with  fifty  silver  badges  at 
a  total  expense  of  $62  .50.  For  several  years  after- 
wards, whenever  new  badges  were  deemed  necesary 
(and  they  were  not  so  deemed  each  and  every  year) 
some  plain  and  cheap  ornament  satisfied  the  tastes 
of  the  members  or  their  notions  of  their  duty.  For, 
omitting  the  years  1856,  1858  and  1862,  when  no  en- 
tries of  moneys  thus  appropriated  appear  among  the 
city's  expenditures,  I  find  that  there  were  procured 
for  the  Government  in 

1857—62  silver  badges,  costing $124  CO 
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18GO-30      "  "  •'  60  00 

1861—40      '•  "  "  80  00 
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^'**'*(   6gold  /Aldermen,)  "^  "" 

,„„,(  .35  silver      ..     <  Council,      )         „  ne  tai 

•'*'";   7  gold  (Aldermen,)  "^  =* 

not  exceeding,  upon  an  average,  in  any  one  year,  $3 
lor  each  badge,  and  in  no  year  except  the  first  (1857) 
does  the  full  number  of  badges  seem  to  have  been 
provided.  It  was  reserved  for  the  Council  of  1868 
to  disregard  all  precedents  and  to  set  an  ex- 
ample of  extravagance  not  only  to  their  suc- 
cessors, but  also  to  all  who  hare  since  occupied 
any  position  in  the  City  Government,  by  voting 
themselves  sixty-two  gold  badges  at  an  average  cost 
of   $20  each,  and  fifty  silver  badges  at  $2  a  piece. 
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costing  $1340;  the  silver  perhaps  for  week  days, 
and  the  gold  for  Sundays  and  holidays;  while  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  obtained  twelve  gold  badges 
costing  $229.  The  Council  of  1869  wisely  limited  the 
distriDutiou  of  badges  to  newly  elected  members, 
and  for  that  year  thirty  gold  badges,  costing  $546, 
were  found  sufficient  for  this  branch,  and  eleven 
gold  badges,  at  a  cost  of  $187,  for  the  other.  In  1870, 
and  in  every  year  since,  all  regard  for  economy  seems 
lost  sight  of,  and  the  various  Auditors'  reports  show 
the  following  sums  expended  for  badges: 

1870— Sixty-eight  gold,  for  Council,  averaging  $18 
and  upwards,  $1250;  twelve  gold,  for  Aldermen,  each 
$40.  $480,-$1730. 

1871 -Sixty-six  gold,  for  Council,  at  $16  each, 
$1056. 

1872— Sixty-eight  gold,  for  Council,  at  $16  each, 
$1088;  twelve  silver,  for  Aldermen,  at  $3  each,  $.36,— 
$1124. 

1873— Seventy-five  gold,  for  Council,  $1114,  includ- 
ing seven  for  reporters,  and  four  for  Clerk,  Messen- 
ger and  their  assistants. 

I  have  taken  the  pains,  Mr.  President,  to  collect 
these  facts  and  figures,  hoping  thereby  to  induce  the 
Council  to  imitate  the  economy  of  earlier  years  and 
to  avoid  the  extravagance  of  later  years.  Even  if  I 
were  disposed  to  admit,  sir,  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  furnishing  each  member  of  this  body  with 
a  suitable  badge,  I  could  not  admit  the  necessity  of 
providing  badges  for  those  who  already  have  them; 
and  believing  that  it  is  our  manifest  duty  at  all  times 
to  incur  none  but  necessary  expenses,  and  more 
especially  so  in  a  year  like  the  present,  when  the 
pressing  and  not  to  be  avoided  needs  of  the  cit}-  are 

freater  than  ever  before,!  appeal  to  the  old  mem- 
ers  not  to  vote  themselves  new  badges  thie  year, 
and  to  the  new  members  to  refuse  to  lend  their  aid 
to  any  expenditure  for  this  purpose.  I  hope.  Mr. 
President,  thnt  my  amendment  will  meet  with  the 
unanimous  approval  of  the  members  present. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— As  one  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, I  don't  wish  the  city  to  expend  any  money  for 
me.  But  if  we  are  to  have  them,  I  should  prefer  to 
carry  a  silver  badge  to  a  gold  one,  and  I  move  to  in- 
sert the  word  "filver"  before  the  word  ''badge." 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— J  have  been  through  this 
badge  question  for  the  last  three  years,  and  of  one 
thing  I  am  satisfied,  that  it  Is  n't  worth  while  to 
waste  any  time  talking  about  them.  I  have  known 
the  Council  to  waste  by  talking  four  times  what  The 
badges  cost.  Why,  we  have  had  this  matter  on  the 
docket  for  six  months.  To  provide  badges  for  the 
new  members  only  is  impossible— besides  we  are  all 
new  members,  technically.  The  old  badges  have 
"1873"  on  them,  and  that  would  n't  do  for  1874.  The 
old  members  must  have  new  badges.  I  shall  be  sat- 
isfied, and  I  hope  the  Council  will  have  a  new,  plain 
badge,  without  any  year  or  name  on  it,  and  leave 
them  here  when  the  members  vacate  their  seats,  so 
that  we  may  settle  the  question  once  and  for  all. 
It  will  do  just  as  well,  only  it  is  a  little  different 
color. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  do  n't  know  but  it  may  be 
necessary  for  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  to 
ha»'e  a  badge.  I  was  reading  the  other  day  an  ac- 
count of  a  difficulty  between  a  member  of  a  Common 
Council  and  a  policeman,  and  to  show  his  authority 
the  member  of  the  Common  Council  displayed  his 
badge.  But  it  did  n't  have  any  eflect.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  the  necessity  for  badges.  The  taxpayers 
sent  us  here  to  do  their  business,  and  it  is  p.epos- 
terous  for  us  to  vote  away  the  people's  money  in  that 
way.  If  all  the  gentlemen  were  to  put  their  badges 
upon  themselves,  one  would  think  they  were  all  field- 
marshals.  I  think  it  best  to  do  our  business  and  then 
retire,  as  the  old  gentleman  did  his  farming. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  want  to  say  a  single  word 
here.  I  am  one  of  the  old  members.  As  far  back  as 
1857  I  received  a  little  tin  thing,  and  kept  it 
awhile,  but  I  don't  know  where  it  is  now. 
It  seems  to  me  we  are  beginning  this  thing 
in  a  dreadfully  small  way.  We  are  going  in 
at  the  spicket,  and  before  the  year  is  over 
we  shall  go  out  at  the  bunghole.  We  begin  to  talk 
about  badges  for  members.  Is  there  no  "dignity  in 
this  Council  ?  When  a  member  of  this  Council  is  in  a 
public  place,  does  he  not  desire  to  show  that  he  is 
clothed  with  some  little  authority?  Are  we  not  all 
new  members  ?  I  look  upon  myself  as  a  new  member 
for  this  year.  If  any  one  is  entitled  to  a  badge 
every  member  is.  I  am  in  fivor  of  something,  so 
that  each  member,  when  called  upon  in  a  public  or 
private  position,  shall  be  able  to  show  that  he  is  a 
member  of  this  Council,  and  the  only  way  he  can 
show  it  is  by  the  authority  of  a  badge.  When  mem- 
bers are  travelling  abroad,  as  they  are  sometimes 
necessitated  to  do  with  committees,  they  want  some- 
thing to  show  that  they  are  members  of  this  body. 
I   don't   consider   this   a   matter   of    extravagance 


at  all.  The  gentleman  has  well  said  that  w 
consume  more  time  in  talking  than  the  badges 
cost.  I  hope  this  order  will  pass  without  any 
amenament.  As  to  dictating  whether  it  shall  be 
silver  or  gold  or  tin,  I  say  let  us  leave  that  to  the 
committee.  Are  we  not  authorized  by  authority  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  vote  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen to  act  as  special  policemen?  That  is  the  cus- 
tomary rule.  I  don't  consider  this  expenditure  as 
amounting  to  anything.  We  undertake  to  debate 
and  oppose  a  little  matter  which  costs  a  thousand 
dollars — why  I  undertake  to  say  that  an  appropria- 
tion for  a  million  would  pass  without  any  discussion. 
That  has  been  the  history  of  the  thing  for  several  years 
past,  and  we  will  find  before  many  months  that  all 
this  picayune  business  is  in  at  the  spicket  and  out  at 
the  bunghole. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— I  can  see  nothing  incon- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  a  member  of  this  Council, 
either  in  his  individual  capacity  or  collectively,  in 
discussing  the  proonety  or  impropriety  of  expending 
any  money,  how  small  so  ever  the  sum  may  be.  I 
heartily  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5, 
that  the  expense  is  not  great,  and  that  it  may  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  committee  which  shall  be 
appointed  to  select  these  badges  Furthermore,  the 
gentleman  has  asked  if  we  are  a  dignified  body.  I 
can  certainly  reply  that  in  any  body  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  a  member,  there  is  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  dignity,  and  the  slur  sought  to  be 
cast  upon  these  gentlemen  is  uncalled  for.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  leave  it  to  the  comuiittee  to  select 
Buch  badges  as  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  inquire  whether  the 
usual  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  appoint  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  special  police  ofll- 
cers  has  been  put  in. 

The  President— It  has  not. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7— Then  I  move  that  the  order 
lie  upon  the  table  until  the  Mayor  shall  have  appoint- 
ed the  Council  special  police  offlers. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

FROM    THE    SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  submitted  orders  from  the  School 
Committee  for  the  fitting  up  of  a  room  in  the  English 
High  Schoolhonse  on  Bedford  street  to  be  used  for  in- 
struction in  drawing,  and  requesting  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  fit,  up  a  suitable  room  in  the  Girls'  High  School 
building  on  West  Newton  street  to  be  used  for  in- 
struction in  drawing. 

Severally  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward 
16,  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 

THE   BQRRILL   CLAIM. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  Burrill,  that  his  claim  for  compensation  for 
services  in  obtaining  credits  to  I  he  quota  of  the  city 
in  1864  may  be  referred  to  three  disinterested  persons, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  to  decide  in  relation 
thereto. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  that  reference  will 
not  be  made.  This  matter  has  been  before  this  City 
Government  so  long,  and  last  year  was  thoroughly, 
patiently,  laboriously  and  intelligently  examined,  I 
think  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  I  shall  make  that  motion,  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Council  itself,  and  that  it  be  specially 
assigned  f'>r  consideration  at  some  future  meeting. 
My  reasons  are  these:  The  printed  reports,  which 
have  cost  no  small  amount  of  money,  are  at  the 
service  of  this  Council,  and  every  new  member  can 
post  himself  from  those  reports  just  as  well  as 
if  a  new  examination  were  gone  into.  I  do  not  think 
any  new  light  or  argument  can  be  produced.  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  some  compensation  is  due 
Mr.  Burrill.  We  can  save  the  Committee  on  Claims 
a  great  deal  of  labor  by  referring  it  to  the  Council, 
and  that  will  be  the  best  way  to  settle  the  matter. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— As  all  matters  relating  to 
claims  are  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  it 
seems  to  me  this  petition  should  go  to  that  commit- 
tee. If  they  report  that  it  should  be  referret'.  t  uia 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  then  the  Council  can  do  so. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  1.3—1  merely  wanted  to  relieve 
myself  of  an  indigestible  load  which  I  have  had  on 
my  stomach  for  a  year.  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  anyth- 
ing from  the  Committee  on  Claims.  I  am  willing  to  go 
over  the  ground  again  if  it  is  necessary,  but  no  new 
light  can  be  shown  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  but  I  think  all  matters  relating 
to  claims  should  go  before  that  committee.  If  the 
committee  don't  see  fit  to  report  as  prayed  for,  then 
the  Council  can  do  what  they  please. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— This  brings  in  the  same  — 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 
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The  petition  was  referred  ;to  tlie  Committee  on 
Claims. 

rKTlTIONS   rUESENTED    ANI)    ItEFERUED. 

By  Mr.  Tliachcr  of  Ward  1,'j  — Petition  of  Boston 
Gas  Liciht  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing  on  tlieir  Coininen.ial-street  wharf  for  a  coal  ele- 
vator. Refeneil  to  iC^omraittee  on  Survey  and  lu- 
epection   of  l>uikliiij;s. 

By  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  Company  A 
First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  an  appropriation  for 
rent  for  new  armory.  Keferred  to  Committee  on 
Armories. 

ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  (i.  W.  Sherman  and  others, 
for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for  members  of  the 
Common  Council  at  the  last  election  in  VVard  15. 
They  have  carefully  recounted  the  original  ballots  in 
the  i)0S8ession  of  the  City  Clerk,  with  the  following 
result:  William  G.  Thacher  had  084.  Henry  W.  Put- 
nam .5^7,  Henry  W.  Fuller  .'53.5,  Frederick  Bleiler  531, 
William  Meas^her  490,  Michael  Kelly  4(iT,  James  M. 
Fraiiey  433,  Albert  H.  Hopkins  334,  Pierpont  Ed- 
wards 187,  Solomon  Thomas  15,  Andrew  Marshall  15, 
John  Tairsrart  8,  Solomon  Sanborn  14,  H.  J.  Board- 
man  1.  William  II.  Jones  1,  Cbarles  G.  Davis  1, 
Ebenezer  Adams  1,  R.  E.  Weeks  1.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  William  G.  Thacher,  Henry  W.  Put- 
nam, Henry  W.  Fuller  and  Frederick  Bleiler,  who 
now  occupy  seats  in  the  Council,  were  duly 
elected. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

THE   WATER   SUPI'LY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
10  the  subject  of  enlargini;  the  water  works,  and  to 
whom  was  also  referred,  as  a  part  of  the  unlinished 
business  of  the  last  City  Council,  the  order  authoriz- 
ing the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  take  and  convey 
to  and  into  and  through  the  city  the  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  and  Farm  Pond,  as  provided  by  chapter 
177  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872.  The  committee, 
having  considered  the  subject,  report  that 
the  examinations  which  have  been  made  by 
the  able  hydraulic  engineers  appointed  by  the 
M'ater  Board,  have  demonstrated  the  necessity  of 
procuring  a  permanent  additional  supply  of  pure 
water  from  the  Sudbury-River  source.  The  future 
requirements  of  the  city  cannot  be  met  in  any  other 
way;  and  any  effort  to  avoid  expense  at  this  time  by 
resorting  to  temporary  expedients  will  only  result  In 
greatly  increased  expenses  hereafter.  Tlie  sul)ject 
has  been  so  fully  and  clearly  presented  in  the  message 
from  the  Mayor,  and  the  reports  of  the  Water  Board 
and  Engineers,  that  the  committee  do  not  feel  called 
upon  to  enter  into  details  here;  and  they  would, 
therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section  1  of  chapter 
177  of  the  acts  of   1872,  it  is  hereby. 

Ordered.  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  the 
agent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  to  take,  hold  and  convey  to,  into  and  through 
said  city,  all  the  water  of  Sudbury  River,  so  called; 
said  water  to  be  taken  at  any  ponit  or  points  within 
the  town  of  Framinghan.,  or  higher  up  on  said  river, 
and  the  water  of  Faim  Pond,  so  called,  in  said  town 
of  Framingham.  and  the  waters  which  may  flow  into 
and  from  said  river  and  pond,  and  to  take  any  water 
rights  in  or  upon  said  river  or  pond,  in  or  above  the 
town  of  Framingham  or  connected  therewith.  Said 
Cochituate  Water  Board  is  also  hereby  directed, 
as  the  agent  of  this  city,  to  take  and  hold, 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  in  connection  with 
said  sources  of  supply,  any  lands  and  real  estate 
necessary  for  increasing  or  preserving  the  purity 
of  the  water,  or  for  laying,  building  and  main- 
taining aqueducts,  water  courses,  reservoirs, 
dams,  buildings,  machinery  and  other  structures  and 
appliances,  with  their  accessories,  for  conducting, 
elevating,  purifying,  storing,  discharging,  disposing 
of  and  distributing  water;  and  also  to  take  and  hold 
any  land  (excepting  any  in  the  town  of  Framingham 
heretofore  taken  or  purchased  by  any  railroad  com- 
pany) on  the  margin  of  said  sources  of  supply,  not 
exceeding  five  rods  in  width  from  the  high-water 
line  of  .said  river,  storage  reservoirs  or  pond,  so  far 
as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  said  Water 
Board,  for  the  preservation  and  purity  of  the  same, 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston;  the  expense  of  the  taking 
of  said  waters  and  lands  aforesaid  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  already  existing  therefor. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 


Mr.  Flynu  of  Ward  7— Hce  is  a  chance  to  practice 
economy;  not  on  hudires.  but  on  this  order.  This 
matter  is  going  to  involve  the  city  in  at  leai-t  eight 
or  nine  million  dollars  expense.  I  hope  that  the  or- 
der will  at  least  lie  over  and  not  take  a  second  read- 
ing tonight. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  asked  if  the  order  would  not 
lie  over  under  the  rule. 

The  President  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I'lien  I  move  that  it  be  spe- 
cially assigned  for  consideration  two  weeks  from  to- 
night, at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  iJean  of  Ward  12  moved  to  amend,  so  that  the 
report  and  order  might  be  printed. 

Mr.  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  hoi>e  an  extraordinary  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  order  will  be  printed,  that  the 
people  may  know  what  is  going  to  be  done.  If  it 
were  going  to  take  the  whole  Slate  of  Massachusetts 
it  couldn't  be  any  more  sweeping.  It  affects  all  the 
rights  on  Sudbury  and  Concora  rivers  and  the 
towns  between  here  and  P'ramingham.  The 
gentleman  says  eight  or  nine  millions — I  have 
not  any  doubt  that  it  will  amount  to  that,  and 
a  large  sum  in  addition.  There  are  eminent  legal 
gentlemen  now  waiting  to  bring  their  suits  for  dam- 
ages the  mcmient  that  order  is  carried  out.  The  mo- 
ment the  City  of  Boston  attempts  to  take  the  terri- 
tory contemplated  in  that  order,  that  moment  there 
will  commence  lawsuits  innumerable,  and  I  might 
say  interminable.  Before  we  commence  to  do  that, 
let  every  gentleman  undertake  to  study  it  carefully  in 
all  its  hearings.  I  should  hope  that  the  matter  will 
be  delayed  long  enough  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  to 
instruct  their  lepresenlatives  how  to  vote  upon  it. 
There  will  he  almost  an  unlimited  amount  of  dam- 
ages if  this  order  is  adopted.  It  has  been  said  that 
one  gr«at  object  in  having  Charlestown  annexed  to 
the  city  of  Boston  was  that  we  might  procure  an 
abundant  supply  of  water.  That  was  the  great  argu- 
irent.  It  was  the  salient  point;  it  was  one  that  the 
people  considered  and  acted  upon,  as  they  had  a  right 
to  do.  Now,  we  are  told  what?  That  Mystic  water 
is  good  for  nothing — or  substantially  that.  We  are 
told  by  our  friends  from  East  Boston  that  it  is  the 
worst  stuff  they  ever  had  and  they  don't  want  it. 
That  may  or  may  not  be  true.  In  my  reading  during 
the  last  few  months  I  nave  seen  statements  of  chemi- 
cal tests  which  pronounce  Mystic  water  to  be  the  pur- 
est in  the  country.  Now  we  have  these 
contrary  reports,  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  We 
were  told  long  before  Charlestown  was  annexed  that 
there  was  an  abundant  supply  of  water  there  for  half 
a  century.  Now,  if  I  rightly  read  the  report  of  the 
eminent  gentlemen  who  have  surveyed  that  territory, 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  supply  there.  There  is  an  un- 
truth somewhere.  It  has  been  more  than  intimated 
that  the  interests  of  Middlesex  County  controlled  a 
portion  of  that  report.  I  charge  nobody,  but  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  people  to  facts  which  history  has 
given  upon  these  very  points.  I  hope  that  before  we 
launch  out  into  these  extraordinary  expenditures, 
the  people  who  are  our  constituents  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  consider  what  we  are  to  pas*  upcm. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  did  not  propose  to  say 
anything  tonight  on  this  question.  It  was  expected 
that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  the  reports 
of  the  Water  Board  here  to  give  each  memlier  of  the 
Council  a  copy  to  examine  at  his  leisure,  but  the 
sickness  of  the  President  of  the  board  delayed  their 
getting  into  the  hands  of  the  printer,  so  that  there 
were  only  a  few  copies  struck  off  for  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  would,  however,  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that  he  has  changed  his  tune 
since  last  March.  When  the  question  came  up  then 
he  put  his  vote  upon  record  to  appropriate  some  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  I  stated  last  No- 
vember. The  city  has  appropriated  the  money, 
but  has  not  .given  the  board  the  right  to 
take  the  land  and  water.  Some  of  the  news- 
papers have,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  taken  the  matter  up,  but  they  have  not  been  on 
the  ground.  They  appear  to  know  more  about  it 
than  the  eminent  hydraulic  engineers  employed  by 
the  Water  Board.  I  understand  that  one  or  two  civil 
engineers  have  given  an  opposite  opinion,  but  gentle- 
men must  remember  that  there  is  a  difierence  be- 
tween civil  and  hydraulic  engineers.  I  ask  gentle- 
men of  the  Council  to  consider  this  thing  well,  and 
it  will  be  time  to  pass  judgment  when  they  shall 
have  seen  the  report.  The  whole  subject  of  Mystic 
and  Sudbury  rivers  has  been  gone  over.  The  com- 
plaint from  East  Boston  in  regard  to  the  impurity  of 
the  Mystic  is  three  or  four  years  olc.  The  Clerk  of 
the  Charlestown  Water  Board  told  me  last  summer, 
without  any  hesitiancy,  that  there  was  some  doubt 
as  to  the  quantity  that  they  would  be  able  to  sipply 
to  their  own  territory  without  taking  any  more,  and 
that  five  million  gallons  were  wasted  daily. 
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Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  think  it  is  folly  to  enter 
intoauy  discussion  of  this  subject  tonight.  We  have 
the  report  of  the  Water  Board,  and  I  trust  every 
gentleman  in  the  City  Government  will  read  it  care- 
fully. I  hope  tlie  amplest  opportunity  for  discussion 
will  be  allowed.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  people  to  con- 
sider. One  tliins  is  certain,  we  must  have  water  no 
matter  where  we  get  it  from.  What  is  the  use  of 
saying  anything  about  the  purity  or  impurity  of 
Mystic  water,  when  these  two  hydraulic  engineers 
say  there  is  n't  enough.  Two  years  ago  the  report  of 
the  Charlestown  Water  Board  called  for  storage 
basins,  as  the' Mystic  Kiver  did  not  furnish  water 
enough  to  supply  Charlestown  as  fast  as  they  were 
taking  it.  There  is  no  use  talking  about  Mystic, 
when  we  must  go  to  Sudbury  Kiver  or  Lake  Winni- 
piseogee,  or  somewhere  else  to  get  water.  I  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  inform  themselves  on  the  subject.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  ready  to  vote  tonight, 
but  I  am  willing  to  allow  gentlemen  timeto  inform 
themselves. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1  if  trie  passage  of  this  order  will  not 
involve  the  city  in  an  expenditure  of  at  least  eight  or 
nine  million  dollars. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
answer  positively,  but  I  presume  it  will  involve  an 
Kxpenditure  of  eight  or  nine  million  dollars  to  supply 
sufficient  water  for  the  next  twenty-five  years. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  and  print  the  report 
was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  l(j— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary furniture  for,  and  cause  to  be  made  such  repairs 
and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  in  the  several  high, 
grammar  and  primary  school  houses;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary furniture  and  cause  to  be  made  such  repairs  and 
cleaning  as  may  be  needed  upon  the  City  Hall;  also, 
such  repairs  as  may  be  necessary  on  the  police  sta- 
tion houses  and  engine  houses,  together  with  other 
public  buildings;  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  VVard  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  second 
monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13— 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  authorized 
with  the  approval  of  tne  Joint  Standing  (lommittee 
on  the  Surveyor's  Department,  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  >upplies,  instruments,  drawintr  materials 
and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  expenses  as 
may  be  necessary  for  his  department,  from  time  to 
time  during  the  present  municipal  year;  and  also 
that  said  committee  be  authorized  to  furnish  said 
Surveyor,  by  hire  or  purchase,  a  horse  and  vehicle,  if 
they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  for  the  use  of  his  de 
partment. 

Read  ouce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7 — 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
special  police  officers  without  pay. 

Parsed. 

BUNKER-HILL    DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  22— 

Ordered,  That  in  all  official  proceedings  and  acts  of 
the  City  Government,  the  territory  comprised  in 
Wards  20.  21  and  22  shall  be  he  reafterknown  as  the 
Bunker-Hill  District. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  don't  know  that  I  quite 
get  the  force  of  the  order.  I  suppose  that  the  legal 
name  of  the  territory  referred  to  is  Boston,  accord- 
ing to  the  legislative  act,  but  I  certainly  am  in  favor 
of  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  in  favor  of  designating  this  par- 
ticular territory  as  the  Bnnker-Hiil  District.  So  far 
as  I  have  learned  from  my  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple of  that  district,  they  favor  the  name  Bu  kcr-Hill 
District  rather  than  that  of  Charlestown.  There  are 
some  who  think  the  name  Bunker  Hill,  like  that 
of  the  American  eagle,  has  been  abused,  but  I  think  a 
majority  favor  the  name  Bunker-Hill  District. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  as  if  that  or 
der,  to  be  rightly  interpreted,  should  have  an  amend- 
ment to  it.  I  will  suggest  that  it  be  amended  so  that 
it  will  read  "in  all  matters  referring  to  that  district." 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Before  that  order  passes  I 
should  like  to  know  why  the  name  should  be 
changed  to  Bunker-Hill  District,  and  that  of  Charles- 
town obliterated?  I  should  object  to  losing  the  name 
of  Charlestown.    Bunker  Hill  can  take  care  of  itself. 


Until  I  hear  a  good  reason  for  the  change  I  shall  op- 
pose the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  suppose  the  reasons  are 
entirely  local  in  their  character.  I  have  tried  to  give, 
to  the  I'jest  of  my  ability,  the  sentiment  of  the  peo- 
ple as  I  understand  it.  I  think  the  people  of  that 
territory  in  question  would  prefer  the  name  of  Bun- 
ker-Hill District  to  that  of  Charlestown,  for  local 
reasons  which  every  gentleman  here  can  easily  com- 
prehend. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  should  like  to  asK  of 
the  legal  gentlemen  present  whether  it  can  be  called 
the  Bunker-Hill  District.  If  it  is  to  gratify  local 
pride,  and  there  is  no  legal  obstacle,  I  can't  see  any 
objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  can  only  say  that  when 
Roxbury  was  annexed  the  name  of  the  Southern 
District  Municipal  Court  was  retained,  and  an  order 
was  passed  designating  that  territory  as  Boston  High- 
lands. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — The  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  live«  in  one  section  of  the  district  referred  to,  and 
I  am  in  another.  But  I  think  the  people  there  would 
not  have  had  a  delegation  in  this  Council  had  they 
not  thought  it  would  have  been  called  the  Bunker- 
Hill  District. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4—1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
I  think  it  very  proper  that  the  territory  should  be 
termed  the  Bunker-Hill  District.  Bunker  Hill  is 
something  that  we  all  should  know  something  about. 
There  is  but  one  Bunker  Hill  in  the  country,  hut  I 
believe  we  have  a  Charlestown  in  about  every  State 
in  the  Union.  1  know  something  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  people  there,  and  I  have  yet  to  find  a  person 
living  there  who  wishes  to  have  it  called  Charlestown. 
Most  of  them  have  had  Charlestown  Jon  ^  enough, 
but  none  are  tired  of  BuuKer  Hill. 

Mr.  Brackott  of  Ward  10 — I  would  inquire  whether 
there  was  any  official  action  similar  to  this  proposed 
when  Roxbury  was  annexed?  It  is  questionable 
whether  it  is  competent  for  this  body  to  pass  an  or- 
der giving  u  name  to  any  particular  three  wards  of 
the  city— whether  we  ought  to  give  a  name  to  that 
district  any  more  than  to  Wards  9,  10  and  1:3.  My 
question  is,  whether  there  is  any  precedent  for  giv- 
ing a  name  to  any  number  of  wards. 

Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  1:3 — For  the  information  of  the 

fentleman  from  VVard  10,  I  will  state  that  when  Rox- 
ury  was  annexed,  there  was  a  vote  passed  the  Coun- 
cil that  it  should  be  called  Boston  Highlands. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "government"  the  words 
"specially  applying  to,"  and  after  the  word  "twenty- 
two,"  the  word  "it."  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
order  is  amended,  it  will  be  about  right.  Having 
taken  Charlestown  and  Bunker  Hill,  we  should  be 
entitled  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  that  grand  old 
name.  It  is  the  Bunker-Hill  District  of  Bo-ton,  ard 
I  perfectly  agree  with  the  L'entlemen  from  Charles- 
town who  favor  the  adoption  of  that  name.  I  don't 
see  how  any  man  with  a  patriotic  heart  can  ri^e  here 
and  object  to  giving  the  name  of  Bunker  Hill  to  that 
district.  The  glory  and  honor  should  como  with  the 
burden,  if  burden  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— So  far  as  I  know  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  of  Charlestown,  they  want  it  to 
be  called  Bunker  Hill.  After  hearing  the  speech  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  o  it  makes  one  feel  like  sing- 
ing "The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,"  and  we  might  ad- 
journ for  that  purpose.  But  we  will  postpone  that 
till  a  year  from  the  seventeenth  of  next  June,  which 
will  be  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  when  I  hope  to  see  the  members  of  the 
past,  the  present,  and  the  next  City  Council  of  Bos- 
ton, and  two  hundred  thousand  more,  on  Bunker 
Hill,  When  we  will  all  unite  in  singing  "The  Sword 
of  Bunker  Hill."  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and 
that  the  people  of  the  whole  city  will  unite  in  cele- 
brating the  centennial  anniversary  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  22 — I  desire  to  say  just  one  word 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  there  was  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  city  of 
Charlestown  who  did  not  desire  to  be  annexed  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  I,  sir,  in  a  small  way,  was  one  of 
those.  I  was  satisfied  to  remain  in  the  city 
of  Charlestown  and  to  retain  its  name. 
Those  gentlemen  from  that  district  who  have 
spoken  were  all  members  of  the  so-called  an- 
nexation party,  I  think,  and  they  have  undoubtedly 
expressed  the  views  of  very  many  of  the  citizens 
there.  For  myself,  personally,  as  a  member  of  the 
Council,  I  am  also  in  favor  of  the  name  of  Bunker- 
Hill  District,  and  of  adopting  that  name.  But  many 
of  those  who  were  known  as  anti-annexationists  still 
adhere  to  the  name  of  Charlestown,  and  still  desire 
to  retain  it.  Simply  that  I  may  be  placed  clear  upon 
the  record,  and  that  those  who  have  worked  with  me, 
and  I  with  them,  against  annexation,  may  not  ask 
me  why  I  did  not  raise  an  objection  against  the  order. 
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is  the  ouly  reason  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  a  niomunt.  PerBonally  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
name  Bunker-Hill  Dictrict,  but  there  is  a  respectable 
minority  there  who  still  adhere  to  the  name  Charles- 
town.  I  have  cleared  my  skirts,  and  the  citizens 
cannot  say  that  I  did  not  put  in  a  word  for  them. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  did  not  know  that  I  was 
going  to  stir  up  such  a  breeze.  I  do  not  object  to 
the  name  Bunker  Hill;  you  cannot  take  that  away 
from  us.  The  objection  I  have  is  that  we  shall  lose 
the  name  of  Charlestown.  It  is  a  good  old  name.  I 
prefer  the  names  Charlestown,  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton. We  ought  to  preserve  those  good  old  names. 
Bunker  Hill  will  take  care  of  itself  without  any  sug- 
gestions of  patriotism  here.  I  do  not  know  what 
reason  they  have  for  wanting  to  lose  the  name  of 
Charlestown.  If  I  lived  there  I  should  want  to  pre- 
serve the  name  of  Charlestown,  and  have  both  that 
and   Bunker  Hill. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Charlestown  has  been 
courting  for  some  time  and  got  married  last  fall,  and 
I  think  she  wants^to  change  her  name.  She  has  a 
great  many  children;  she  has  had  several  towns  set 
off  from  her  original  territory,  and  we  propose  to 
change  the  name.  Now  in  regard  to  the  members  of 
this  branch  from  that  district— not  one  of  them  was 
born  there,  but  we  have  all  lived  there  many  years 
and  we  have  all  gathered  as  near  Bunker  Hill  as  pos- 
sible. Charlestown  has  been  absorbed  into  Boston, 
and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  there  wish  to  have  the  name  changed.  ' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Shaw  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Hicks. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  would  suggest  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  leaves  the 
order  worse  than  it  was  originally.  It  limits  the  order 
to  "matters  specially  relating  to  that  district."  I 
think  it  should  relate  to  all  matters  in  general  in 
which  that  district  is  mentioned.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  amendment,  so  that  the  order  will 
stand  as  it  was  originally. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ask  permission  to  say  a  few 
words  if  the  President  will  allow  mc. 

The  President — The  Chair  cannot  allow  the  gentle- 
man to  speak.  He  must  receive  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Council. 

Unanimous  permission  was  given  to  Mr.  Shaw  to 
speak. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  always  give  way  to 
my  legal  friend  from  Ward  6,  because  he  is  the'rep- 
resentative  of  the  gentleman  who  was  here  before 
him  from  that  ward.  But  I  shall  nevertheless  defend 
the  amendment.  I  want  to  confine  the  order  where 
it  is  intended  by  the  mover— to  Wards  20,  21  and  22. 
The  amendment  makes  it  distinct  and  clear,  notwith- 
standing the  legal  acumen  of  my  friend.  It  puts  the 
order  in  the  right  shape,  and  without  the  amend- 
ment it  does  n't  properly  apply  and  can't  be  proper- 
ly interpreted.  But  as  it  now  reads  it  certainly 
applies  to  that  district  and  none  other.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  Crocker— The  order  now  reads  "That  in  all 
official  proceedings  and  acts  of  the  City  Government 
specially  applying  to  the  territory  comprised  in 
Wards  20,  21  and  22,  it  shall  be  hereafter  known  as 
the  Bunker-Hill  District."  My  objection  is  that  in 
acts  not  specially  applying  to  those  wards, — and  there 
are  many  acts  of  course  that  apply  not  specially  to 
those  wards,  but  to  the  whole  city.— the  order  would 
not  require  the  territory  to  be  so  called.  I  move  that 
the  order  be  amended  by  restoring  it  to  the  original 
language. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 22  for,  23 
against. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
liable  to  make  some  mistake,  and  I  move  that  the 
order  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  motion  was  carried. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4 — 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  place  proper  fences  or  guards  on  the 
roofs  of  the  City  Hall  and  Court  House  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  falling  of  snow  and  ice  therefrom:   the   ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation   fix-   Public 
Buildings. 
Bead  once. 

THE   GARDEN   DI.STRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That  the  territory  now  known  as  Ward  19 
of  Boston,  in  all  oflicial  acts  relating  to  that  district, 
be  designated  as  the  Garden  District. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Although  I  have  offered  that 
order.  I  shall  not  advocate  its  passage.  I  believe  in 
the  name  of  Brighton  as  I  do  in  Charlestown,  but  if 


we  are  going  to  have  a  new  deal  let  us  have  one  all 
round.  I  hope  somebody  will  advocate  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Warp  9— As  legal  points  in  naming 
the  Charlestown  district  Bunker  Hill  were  raised,  and 
as  by  the  new  rules  we  have  a  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary to  whom  all  legal  questions  are  to  be  referred, 
I  move  that  this  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  object  to  the  refer- 
ence, but  I  only  want  to  suggest  that  there  is  no  legal 
force  in  either  of  these  orders.  Whatever  we  m"ay 
say  or  pass  here  with  regard  to  the  Bunker-Hill  or 
Brighton  districts  will  have  no  legal  force.  Now,  let 
my  friend  from  Ward  6  bring  his  legal  acumen  to 
bear  upon  that.  We  cannot  make  a  law  nor 
can  we  pass  any  act  which,  in  itself,  shall 
apply  to  that  district  as  a  district.  Such  a 
thing  never  has  been  done  here.  I  don't  object  to 
the  reference,  but.  I  will  say  to  my  worthy  friends 
here  that  they  may  change  the  name — they  may 
knock  it  about  as  they  please,  but  as  Tom  Moore 
says— 

"You  may  break,  you  may  shatter  the  vase  If  you  will. 
But  the  scent  of  the  roses  will  hang  round  it  still." 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  move  an  amendment  so 
that  it  shall  be  called  the  "Vegetable  Garden  Dis- 
trict." 

The  President— The  gentleman's  amendment  is  not 
in  order  at  this  time,  The  questioa  is  on  the  motion 
to  refer,  which  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  that  this- 
oraer  is  not  offered  in  good  faith,  and  I  therefore 
move  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  acted  in  good  faith.  I  was 
requested  to  offer  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then  I  move  that  the  order 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  shall  advocate  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  therefore  with- 
draw the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

SUFFOLK-STREET    DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
Northampton  street  District,  be  authorized  to  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  in  relation  to  the  Suffolk-street 
District,  which  were  conferred  on  the  committee  of 
the  Cit}  Council  on  said  district  for  the  year  1873. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  that  the  order  might  pass. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
give  some  reason  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — The  only  reason  is  that 
there  is  some  unfinished  business  to  come  before  the 
committee— there  are  two  or  three  claims  to  be  closed 
up — and  by  putting  the  order  through  tonight  those 
claims  can  be  acted  upon  l>y  tne  committee  at  the 
next  meeting;  otherwise  the  business  may  have  to 
He  over  three  or  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  inquired  what  were  the 
powers  referred  to  in  the  order. 

A  vote  was  taken  on  the  question  of  suspending  of 
the  rules,  but  a  quorum  not  voting,  the  President 
called  attention  to  the  rule  requiring  all  members 
present  to  vote 

Mr.  Noyes — If  there  is  any  objection  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  President  rub'd  that  the  motion  could  not  be 
withdrawn  after  a  vote  had  been  taken. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  by  a  ris- 
ing vote— 1  for,  56  against. 

FIRE   commissioners'   REPORTS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  moved  that  the  first  report 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  taken  from  file  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  A  great  many  people  had  been 
asking  what  the  commissioners  have  been  doing,  and 
the  public  wanted  to  see  the  report. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— The  report  is  a  simple  rec- 
ord of  the  fires  of  the  previous  month.  It  contains 
no  recommendation,  and  I  can  see  no  necessity  for 
printing  it.  It  contains  nothing  of  public  interest, 
and  is  not  worth  printing. 

Mr.  Thachei-  c  Ward  15 — My  object  was  to  have 
the  report  brought  out  so  that  people  could  see  it. 
There  have  been  many  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  Fire  Commissioners;  this  is  said  to  be 
the  second  report,  and  people  desire  to  see  the  first 
one. 

The  motion  to  take  the  report  from  the  files  was 
lost  by  a  rising  vote,  5  for,  41  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 


BOAE.D       OF       ALDERMEN. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    38,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Akler- 
men  was  held  at  rour  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police— Daniel  W.  Tyler,  Temporary  Home 
Chardon  street;  B.  C.  Hazelton,  Lurliue  Hall  and  its 
vicinity;  George  W.  Wheeler,  Tremont  Temple  and 
its  vicinity ;  Kichard  Purdy,  Campbell  &  Brooks's  ship- 
yard, East  Boston;  Patrick  C.  Ky an,  52  High  street 
and  vicinity. 

Weighers  of  Coal — William  T.  Gardner,  George  B. 
Lewis. 

Undertaker — Samuel  A.  Anger. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
appointing  niumhers  of  the  Common  Council  special 
police  without  pay. 

The  appointments  were  severally  confirmed. 

HARBOR  ASSESSMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  transmitting,  as  part  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  the  papers  relating  to 
an  assessment  made  upon  that  citv  by  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  on  account  of 
tide  water  displaced  by  the  filling  of  flats  in  Prison 
Point  Bay.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Har- 
bors. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pacing.  Anne  R.  Ripley,  to  be 
relieved  from  the  surface  water  which  flows  on  her 
estate  on  Harvard  street.  Ward  10. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  tlie  Part  of  the  Board. 
James  A.  Lappen  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  erec- 
tion of  stable  in  rear  of  190  H  street. 

Albert  Batchelder  et  al..,  remonstrance  against  erec- 
tion of  stable  by  Mr.  Howe  at  787  Shawmut  avenue. 

C.  Menslage,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Second  street,  corner  Of  B  street. 

S.  S.  Riddell,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  four 
horses  on  the  corner  of  Elm  street  and  Roanoke  ave- 
nue, Jamaica  Plain. 

William  H.  Bennett,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Shawmut  avenue,  rear  of  787. 

Joshua  Benson,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  ten 
horses  on  Ward  street,  rear  of  No.  15. 

Hiram  Johnson,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Vernon  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Shawmut  avenue. 

Michael  F.  Green,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two      • 
horses  on  Walden  place. 

John  Thomas,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Eustis  street.  No.  235. 

To  tfie  Cmmnittee  on  Police.  Harding,  Gray  &  Dewey 
^/ a/.,  to  be  heard  on  thfa  order  for  removal  of  pro- 
jecting signs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Board  of 
Health,  request  for  additional  oftice  roora. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Joseph  W.  Bartlett, 
that  the  city  use  his  method  for  lighting  street  lamps. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Trustees  of 
Boston  College,  for  modification  of  conditions  of  sale 
of  their  estate. 

7'o  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries.  Patrick  Tracey 
et.  al.,  for  leave  to  establish  a  cemetery  in  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Joseph  A.  Willis  et 
al.,  remonstrance  against  the  exhibitions  held  by 
Mrs.  Stoddard  and  her  son  on  Sunday  evenings, 
without  a  license. 

7'o  the  Committee  on  Sevmrs.  John  M.  Way,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  sewer  in  Copeland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  James  A.  Kemp,  to  be 
paid  for  damages  caused  by  non-fulfilment  of  a  con- 
tract. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Joseph  Gahm, 
that  the  line  of  Main  street,  Charlestown,  may  be 
defined. 

Old  Colony  Railroad,  lessees  of  Union  Freight 
Railroad,  ana  William  B.  Stearns,  president  Fitch- 
burg  Railroad,  that  the  City  Government  will  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  to  make  equitable  charges  for 
facilities  that  railroads  may  receive  in  case  Atlantic 
avenue  should  be  widened  for  mercantile  purposes, 
according  to  the  petition  of  A.  H.  Rice  and  others, 
now  pending  before  the  Street  Commissioners. 

Joshua  Stone  et  al.,  that  the  City  Government  will 
petition  the  Legislature  for  power  to  make  equitable 
charges  for  wagon  stands  on  Atlantic  avenue,  in  case 
it  should  be  widened  for  market  purposes,  according 
to  the  petition  of  C.  H.  Adams  and  other  dealers  in 
provisions  in  and  around  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quiucy 
markets,  now  pending  before  the  Street  Commission- 
ers. 

REPORTS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS  ' 

were  submitted  as  follows: 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  The  Board 
of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds  for  the  re- 


demption of  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston  pre- 
sented their  sixth  semi-annual  report  (City  Document 
No.  15),  for  the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1873. 
The  gross  funded  debt,  December  3i,  18(3, 

was $35,486.39.->  71 

The  gross  txxnded  debt,  June  30, 1873,  was..  30,543.610  8(1 

Increase  of  the  gross  funded  debt  during  the 

six  months  ending  December  31, 1873 $4,942.778  91 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds,  De- 
cember 31,  1873,  was $13,213,494  17 

The  total  amount  of  the  redemption  funds, 

June  30, 1873,  was 12,710,304  18 


Increase  of  the  redemption  funds  during 
the  six  monihs  ending  December  31,  1873. 
was $503,189  99 


JVe<  debt  December  31,1873 $22,272,901  .54 

A'et  debt  June  30,1873 17,833,312  62 


Increase  of  the   net  debt   during  the  six 

months  ending  December  31, 1873 $4,439,588  92 


The  amount  of  debt  redeemed  at  maturity 
and  cancelled  with  revenue  funds,  dur- 
ing the  six  months $210,397  74 


The  various  funds  are  shown  in  the  following  state- 
ment: 

General  Debt.  SinKing  Fund $10,438,2.55  06 

Water  Debt.  Sinking  Fund 1,302,934  07 

Consolidated    Street   Improvement   Loan. 

Sinking  Fund 525.279  63 

English  High  and  Latin  Schoolhouse  Lot. 

Sinking  Fund 17,262  60 

Columbus  avenue.  Sinking  Fund 10,124  90 

"               "         Kevenue  Fund 50135 

Anpropriation  and  Kevenue  Fund,  1871-72.  147,825  29 

1872-73.  249,475  47 

Suffolk  Street  District,  Sinking  Fund 120.a55  61 

Kevenue  Fund  ....  I,7a0  85 

Kingston  Street  Widening,  Sinking  Fund. .  20.519  31 

Kevenue  Fund.  6,461  80 

Scollay's  Building,  Sinking  Fund 13,228  57 

"                 "         Revenue  Fund 1,193-16 

Shawmut  Avenue  Extension,  Sinking  Fund  21,387  17 

Revenue  Fund  13,970  61 

Congress  Street  "Widening,  Sinking  Fund. .  1,454  22 

"            "               "           Revenue  Fund.  406  66  - 

Harrison  Avenue  Extension,  Sinking  Fund  21,125  95 

•'              "                 "         Revenue  Fund  1.295  96 

Grammar  Schoolhouse,  L  street.   Sinking 

Fund 5.547  55 

Widening  and  Grading   Dudlev  and  other 

streets.  Sinking  Fund 10,422  04 

Widening  and  Grading  Dudley  and  other 

streets,  Kevenue  Fund 6,195  21 

Federal  Street   Bridge  Widening,  Sinking 

Fund 5,405  19 

Back  Bay  Bridges,  Sinking  Fund. . .  5,884  15 

Kneeland  Street  Widening,  Sinking  Fund. .  4,621  65 

Revenue  Fund.  2,442  44 

Devonshire  Street  Extension,  Sinking  Fund  15,025  :w 

"              "           Revenue  Fund  92  50 

South  Market  Street  Extension,  Sinking 

Fund 8,613  (W 

South  Market  Street  Extension,  Kevenue 

Fund 1 .889  84 

Appleton  Street  Extension,  Sinking  Fund.  3,US3  73 

Warren  Street  Widening,  Sinking  F'und 3,.542  73 

"              "            Kevenue  Fund. .  89  5« 
Additional  land.  Public  Library,  Sinking 

Fund 4,315  65 

Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Atherton  District, 

Sinking  Fund 3,000  00 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Sinking  Fund 6,000  00 

Grammar   Schoolhouse,   Dudley    District, 

Sinking  Fund 5,!i47  55 

Mather    Schoolhouse,   Ward    16,    Sinking 

Fund 4,111  65 

Washington    Street    Extension,    Sinking 

Fund 46,256  05 

Burnt    District,   Sterling     Loan,   Sinking 

Fund 154,226  27 

Burnt   District,   Sterling    Loan,   Kevenue 

Fund 2,063  .55 


7  he  Debt. 


$13,213,494  17 


Total  Funded  Debt,  June  30, 1873 $.30,543,616  Sti 

Increase  since i    5,153,176  65 


Paid  from  General  Debt  Sinking 

Fund $105,500  00 

Paid  from  Con.  St.  Imp.  Fund  . . .     40,897  74 
Paid  from  Revenue  Funds 64,000  Ot) 


$35,696,793  45 


210,.397  74 


Gro.ts  Funded  Debt,  Dec.  31, 1873 $;i5,486.395  71 

Less  Redemption  Funds 13,213,494  17 

Net  Debt,  Dec.  31, 1873 $22,272,901  54 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  C.  Cobb, 
F.  U.  Tracy, 
Alfred  T.  Turner, 
John  T.  Clark, 
William  H.  West, 
Newton  Talbot, 
John  O.  Poor, 


Commissioners 

on  the    - 
Sinking  Funds. 
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The  report  was  accepted  and  Bent  np. 

Comrnisxioner  of  Cliaiies-Jliver  and  Warren  Bi-idgex. 
Siiici;  the  last  annual  report  the  reconstruction  and 
the  extensive  repairs  on  Warren  Bridge  have  been 
completed,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  small  ex- 
pense occasioned  by  an  accident  to  the  draw  pier,  no 
expenditure  has  been  required  upon  this  bridge  wor- 
thy of  notice.  It  is  now  in  a  very  good  condition 
except  that  portion  between  the  draw  and  the  abut- 
ment on  the  Boston  side.  The  piling  part  of  the 
bridge  is  too  slight,  and  requires  some  truss-work  in 
the  wide  bay  near  the  Fitchburg  Kailroad  Depot, 
with  some  new  girders  strengthened  by  bolts.  The 
great  amount  of  travel  over  this  bridge  renders  it 
necessary  that  all  parts  should  be  substantial  and 
firm.  The  draw  and  all  its  appurtenances  are  in  ex- 
cellent working  order.  The  result  of  the  applica- 
tion of  steam  to  open  the  draw  and  assist  vessels  in 
passing  through,  fully  sustains  the  anticipations  of 
the  commissioner  in  his  last  annual  report.  No  ac- 
cident has  occurred  in  connection  with  it,  and  its  op- 
eration has  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  By  an  ar- 
rangement with  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Young,  the 
lesees  of  the  lobster  house  on  the  drawbridge,  all  the 
steam  for  the  engine  is  supplied  from  their  boiler.and 
as  the  superintendent  of  the  bridge  acts  as  the  en- 
gineer, the  expense  of  steam  as  compared  with  horse- 
power is  onl.y  about  two-thirds.  The  engine  is  of 
eight-horse  power,  and  has  a  boiler  which  can  be  Ui^ed 
if  necessary,  but  during  the  past  year  there  has  been 
no  call  for  its  use.  The  draw  was  opened  7024  times 
during  the  year  for  the  passage  of  vessels  through, 
or  700  less  than  the  previous  year.  In  consequence 
of  the  extraordinary  expenditures  on  Warren  Bridge 
in  1872,  the  commissioner  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  make  the  extensive  repairs  required  on  Charles- 
River  Bridge  dur'ng  1873,  and  therefore  did  nor  ask 
for  any  appropriation  for  this  purpose.  It  will  be 
necessary,  however,  during  the  present  year  to  put 
Charles-River  Bridge  In  thorough  order.  The  Dulk- 
heads  are  badly  decayed,  and  with  the  fence  require 
entire  renewal.  The  lumber  for  the  fence  is  on  hand. 
The  roadway  is  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  the 
present  cobble-stone  pavement  ought  to  be  supersed- 
ed by  granite  blocks,  which  have  been  used  on  War- 
ren Bridge  with  good  results.  The  sidewalks  also 
need  to  be  repaved,  the  edgestones  reset  and  the  gas 
pipes  renewed.  The  west  pier  requires  new  capping, 
flooring,  plank  and  other  repairs.  The  machinery  of 
the  draw  will  also  require  some  repairs,  although  by 
care  and  good  management  it  has  been  in 
good  working  order  during  the  past  year. 
No  accident  has  occurred  to  caus-;  any  de- 
lay to  either  the  travel  or  navigation.  The 
draw  of  this  bridge  was  opened  9360  times  during  the 
past  year,  or  904  less  than  the  previous  year.  This 
decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels  passing  through 
the  draws  of  these  bridges  is  due  partly  to  the  large 
amount  of  heavy  freight  landed  during  the  past  year 
for  the  Lowell  Railroad  Company  at  their  wharf  on 
the  Mystic  River,  near  the  Chelsea  Bridge  inttead  of 
being  landed,  as  formerly,  at  their  wharves  above  the 
bridges,  and  partly  from  the  introduction  of  coal 
vessels  of  larger  capacity  than  formerly.  There  has 
also  been  quite  a  falling  oil  in  the  number  of  lumber- 
laden  vessels  and  other  smaller  craft  passing  up  the 
river  during  the  past  season,  as  compared  with  pre- 
vious years.  The  amount  appropriated  for  the  finan- 
cial year  for  these  bridsres  was  $7000;  amount  ex- 
pended, $4033  83;  balance,  $2966  17. 

The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to. 
be  printed. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  $1767  4.5  was  received  from  the 
sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  for  expenses  of  the  County 
Jail  for  the  month  of  January,  which,  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  was  ordered  paid. 

BONDS   APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Abraham  M.  Leavitt,  Isaac  Jacobs, 
Nicholas  G.  Lynch,  constables,  being  presented  duly 
certified,  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Preamble  and  order  to  pay  the  following  persons 
for  land  taken  to  lay  out  a  highway  in  the  town  of 
Revere,  by  Middlesex  Commissioners,  January  2, 
1872:  J.  II.  Ricker,  $100,  William  O.  Hall,  $100,  tim- 
othy Wilson;  $2,5.     Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  J.  H.  Pearson  $18,1.57,  for 
Broad  street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Zabdiel  B.  Adams 
$3063  75,  for  Pearl-street  damages.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Charles  Burrill,  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company,  and  Company  A,  First  Battalion.  Sever- 
ally referred  in  concurrence. 

Requests  from  the  School  Committee  that  a  room 
be  provided  in  the  High  Schoolhouse,  Bedford  street, 
for  models  and  for  instruction  in  drawing;  also  that 
a  room  be  provided  in  the  Girls'  High  Schoolhouse 
for  instruction  in  drawing.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction. 


Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  December,  1873. 
Placed  on  tile. 

Order  to  provide  furniture,  repairs  and  cleaning 
for  High,  Grammar  and  Primary  schoolhouses  dur- 
ing this  municipal  year. 

Passed. 

Order  to  provide  farniture,  repairs  and  cleaniDg 
for  the  City  Hall,  the  engine  houses  and  police  sta- 
tions during  this  year. 

Passed. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  nominations  of  Oliver 
Ayers,  Benjamin  William8,William  H.  Brown,  Orison 
Little,  Henry  Fore  and  Joseph  B.  Colton  as  police  of 
fleers  of  the  city,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
that  the  same  be  confirmed.  Reported  accepted  and 
nominations  confirmed. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Matilda  A. 
Dawson  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Alpine 
street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Pavine. 
to  whom  were  referred  various  petitions,  submitted 
reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
orders: 

Whereas,  By  an  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, Nov.  10,  1873,  Daniel  Goodnow  was  diiected 
to  remove  the  bay  window  eiected  contrary  to  law  in 
front  of  his  estate  on  West  Brookline  street;  and. 
whereas,  said  Goodnow  has  neglected  to  remove  said 
bay  window,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  and  he  i.a 
hereby  directed  to  prosecute  Daniel  Goodnow  for 
maintaining  a  bay  window  extending  over  the  line 
of  the  street  m  front  of  his  estate  on  West  Brookline 
street,  near  Tremont  street,  after  due  notice  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  remove  the  same. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of  Al- 
ban  street,  between  Welles  avenue  and  Ashmout 
street.  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  August  11,  1873,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Argyle  street  between  Dorchester  and  Welles  avenues. 
Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  dated  August  11,  1873,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Welles  avenue  between  Washington  and  Argyle 
streets.  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Feb.  1,  1872,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  licenses  be  granted  upon  the  usual 
condition  to  the  following-named  parlies  to  maintain 
and  use  hoisting  beams  over  the  sidewalks  In  the 
locations  herein  named  :  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, Village  and  Lucas  streets;  J.  H.  Ayers,  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  W.  F.  Badger,  61  and  63  Wareham 
street;  M.  Burr,  186  Endicott  street;  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Company,  Lehigh  street;  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company,  Broadway  Extension; 
Brown  &  Cahoon,  75  North  Market  street;  James 
Brown,  37  North  Market  street;  Bryant  &  Company, 
30 Clinton  street;  Frank  Campbell,  A  street,  near 
Second  street;  Cowen  &  Chessman,  205  Commercial 
street;  Uriel  Crocker,  Chardon  street;  John  C.  Dal- 
ton,  Jr.,  Fruit  street;  Denny,  Rice  &  Company,  14 
Hamilton  street;  Daniel  Doherty,  101  and  103  Bever- 
ly street;  Barney  Doherty  &  Son.  34  Medford  street; 
Douglass  &  Graves,  73  East  Dedham  street;  Moses" 
Fairt)anks  &  Company,  12  North  Anderson  street; 
Fenno,  Son  &  Company,  235  Broad  street;  J.  F.Gault 
&  Company,  43  Way  street,  Gilman  &  Company,  14 
Fruit  street;  Edward  Glennau,  890  Harrison  avenue; 
Garrison  &  Rodliff,  36  India  street;  J.  T.  &  N.  Glines, 
2  Hay  market  square;  Gouland,  Smith  &  Company. 
220  Friend  street;  Harding,  Gray  &  Dewey,  Congress 
street,  comer  Channing;  Alfred  A.  Hall,  18  and  20 
Pie imont  street;  Hamlin  &  McBride.  26  Purchase 
street;  Hayden,  Guardenier  &  Company,  Well  street; 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  Shawmut  ave- 
nue; James  R.  Hicks,  59  Beverly  street;  Hill  & 
Wright,  Sumner  and  Jeffries  streets.  East  Boston; 
Hilton,  Weston  &  Co.,  101  Broad  street;  A.  C.  Hop- 
kins &  Co.,  21  and  23  Wareham  street;  Jennings  & 
Noyes,  138  Beach  street;  Daniel  Kelly,  12  Hawkins 
street;  Knowles  &  Leland,  140  Harrison  avenue; 
Horace  Manning,  22  Palmer  street;  Charles  R.  Mc- 
Lean, 100  Lewis  street.  East  Boston;  Morse,  Denny 
&  Co.,  18  Custom  House  street;  George  H.  Moseley, 
Brookline,  corner  Albany  street;  J.  A.  Murray,  9 
,  Irving  street;  J.  W.  Neal,  Third,  between  A  and  B 
streets;  Nichols,  Parker  &  Dupee,  85  Broad  street; 
Prond  Brothers.  137  Border  street;  Purcell  &  Fowle, 
Everett  street,  East  Boston;  Sheppard  Robbins,  306 
Tremont  street;  John  Rice,  77  Sudbury  street;  Rich- 
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ardson  &  Young,  23  and  25  Beverly  street;  J.  S.  Sar- 
gent, Paul  street;  Levi  W.  Shaw,  43  and  45  Way 
i-treet;  W.  W.  Smith,  196  Portland  street;  Howard 
Suelling  &  Co.,  Albany,  opposite  Canton  street; 
Soule  &  Gould,  36  India  street;  A.  Towle  &  Co.,  363 
Charles  street;  Vincent,  Hathaway  &  Co.,  66  East 
Canton  street ;  Wiggin  &  Robinson,  391  Commercial 
street. 

Passpd. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  the  following: 

The  Coiumitlee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  removal  of  the  side- 
walk on  the  westerly  side  of  Tremont  street,  adjoin- 
ing the  Common,  makes  it  necessary  for  the  public 
convenience  that  a  temporary  plank  walk  should  be 
provided  on  the  mall  between  Park  street  and  Boyl- 
ston  street.  The  present  appropriation  for  this  de- 
partment would  be  insufficient  to  cover  the  expense 
of  providing  such  a  walk  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
expenses  which  will  be  increased  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  linaucial  year,  and  if  the  work  is  per- 
formed it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  special  appro- 
priation fer  the  purpose.  It  appears  from  proposals 
which  have  been  received  that  the  cost  of  putting 
down  two  walks,  each  four  planks  wide,  for  a  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  hundred  feet  will  amount  to  seven 
hundred  and  ^ixt.y  dollars;  and  the  committee  would 
respectfully  request  an  appropriation  of  that  sum. 
For  the  Committee. 

John  T.  Clark, 

Chairman. 

The  request  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
FiLaiice. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenees  in  favor  of  granting  the  ap- 
plications of  Charles  J.  McCarty,  for  transfer  of  hack 
license;  Harris  &  Levy,  for  junk  dealer's  license  at 
37  Church  street;  Scaunell  <fe  Ehlers,  to  deal  in  sec- 
ond-hand articles  at  297  Commercial  street;  C  M. 
Charter,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  Monument  Hall, 
Chariestown,  January  27-29;  A.  W.  Baker,  to  keep 
i)illiard  saloon  at  5  Bow  street,  Chariestown;  George 
W.  Colbath,  to  keep  billiard  saloon  at  449  Bunker 
Hill  street;  James  Walker,  to  keep  billiard  saloon  at 
National  House,  Chariestown;  R.  Aylward  et  al.,  for 
transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  H.  L.  White,  for  wagon 
stand  on  Indiana  place  and  Shawmut  avenue;  John 
T.  Harrington,  to  give  musical  exhibition  at  Matta- 
pan  Hall,  South  Boston,  February  17;  Theodore 
Thomas,  for  leave  to  give  concerts  at  Music  Hall, 
January  29-31 ;  Charles  Morton,  143  Atlantic  avenue, 
for  victualler's  license;  George  A.  Ayer,  2  Bowdoiu 
square,  for  innholder's  license.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Emery  presented  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in  whose  charge 
has  been  placed  the  property  belonging  to  the  city, 
known  as  the  "Swett-street  Hospital  lot  and  wharf,' ' 
respectfully  represent  that  in  their  judgment  to  prop- 
erly Improve  said  property  and  make  it  available, 
either  for  sale  or  to  lease,  for  wharf  or  other  purposes, 
it  is  desirable  that  Swett  street  be  laid  out  at  once  as 
a  public  way  from  Albany  street  and  extended  to 
Dorchester  street. 

For  the  Committee.  Hieam  Emert, 

Chairman. 

Referred  to  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas 
W.  Carter,  reported  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  cancel  the  lease  of  Thomas  W.  Carter, 
upon  his  paying  the  amount  due  the  city  January  1, 
1874. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
directed  to  lease  the  lot  of  land  on  Albany  street  op- 
posite the  City  Hospital,  and  containing  37,027  square 
feet,  together  with  the  buildings  thereon  standing, 
to  Thomas  W.  Carter,  for  a  term  of  eight  years  from 
January  1,  1874,  and  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly.  It  being  understood  that  the  city  reserves 
the  right  to  cancel  said  lease  at  any  time  after  the  ex- 
piration of  six  years,  by  giving  one  year's  notice 
thereof,  and  that  permission  be  given  said  Carter  to 
enlarge  and  extend  the  building'which  was  partially 
destroyed  by  fire,  upon  condition  that  the  value  of 
said  building,  when  completea,  shall  not  be  less  than 
3ve  thousand  dollars,  and  that  he  keeps  the  same  in- 
sured in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  in 
case  of  loss  to  the  city  of  Bosion,  and  at  such  office 
as  shall  meet  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands. 

Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  the  Ja- 
maica Plain  Gas  Light  Company  for  gas  for  lighting 
the  streets  in  that  section  of  the  city  upon  the  same 
conditions  as  the  contracts  now  existing  with  other 
companies,  the  price  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet. 


Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  aporoval  of 
the  Committee  on  Lamps,  during  the  municipal  year 
1874,  to  contract  for  and  purchase  the  lamp  posts, 
brackets,  burners,  tips,  cocks,  lanterns  and  such 
other  articles  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  car- 
rying on  of  the  Lamp  Department;  the  cost  thereof 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  he 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  the 
Chariestown  Gas  Company  for  gas  for  lighting  the 
streatsln  that  section  of  the  city  upon  the  s»me  con- 
ditions as  the  contract  now  existing  with  other  com- 
panies; the  price  not  to  exceed  $3  50  per  thousand 
cubic  feet. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  such  re- 
pairs and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may  be  needed 
on  the  Court  House  and  Probate  Building,  also  to  the 
Municipal  Court  rooms  at  the  Highlands  and  in  the 
Dorchester  District,  provided  such  repairs  and  al- 
terations shall  not  ex  -eed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  during  the  municipal  year;  the  expense  there- 
for to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  furniture  for 
the  Court  House  and  Probate  Building;  also  for  the 
Municipal  Court  rooms  in  the  Highlands  and  in  the 
Dorchester  District;  the  expense  therefore  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Ordered,  That   the   Committee  on    County  Build 
ings  be  and  they  are    hereby    anthorized    to  provide 
the  necessary  snow  guards   for  the  roof  of  the  Court 
House,  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  cause  such  repairs  and  alterations 
to  be  made  as  may  be  required  upon  the  county  jail 
daring  the  municipal  year,  provided  such  repairs  and 
alterations  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Severally  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  who  were  requested  to  report  new  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  or  said  hall,  reported 
the  subjoined  rules  for  adoption.  The  committee 
think  that  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  balls  and  fairs 
should  be  discontinuea  by  the  Board  except  for  very 
peculiar  or  extraordinary  occasions,  as  such  use  is 
manifestly  foreign  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  hall 
was  granted  to  the  city. 

1.  Whenever  the  hall  shall  be  used  for  the  hold- 
ing of  any  meeting,  on  a  petition  signed  by  fifty  legal 
voters,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
hall,  the  following  prices  in  advance:  For  opening  and . 
closing  the  hall  a  day,  for  a  convention  or  for  politi- 
cal meetings,  twenty  dollars;  for  opening  and  closing 
the  hall  in  the  evening,  for  politi<;al  or  othor  meet- 
ings, including  lighting  and  warming,  twenty-five 
dollars;  for  a  dinner  by  day  cr  in  the  evening,  fifty 
dollars. 

2.  No  decorations  shall  be  made  in  said  hall,  with- 
out a  special  order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

3.  The  police  attending  any  meeting  in  said  hall 
shall  be  detailed  from  those  aopointed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  the  expense  of  the  same  shall  be 
defrayed  by  the  applicants. 

4.  The  applicants  shall  be  answerable,  jointly  and 
severally,  for  all  damages  done  to  the  hall  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  same. 

5.  Where  decorations  of  any  kind  are  used  the 
same  shall  be  put  up  without  the  use  of  nails  or 
screws. 

6.  The  superintendent  shall  pay,  quarterly,  to  the 
City  Treasurer,  a'l  moneys  received  by  him  for  the 
use  of  the  hall,  first  deducting  therefrom  the  amounts 
expended  by  him  for  cleaning,  gas,  etc.,  for  which 
vouchers  shall  be  exhibited. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions adopted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks — 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on   Ordinances  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  giving  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection   of  Build- 
iugs  full  power  to  decide  upon  all   questions  referred 
to  it  by  the  City  Council,  concerning  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Police,  be  authorized  to 
purchase  such  supplies  and  furniture  as  may  be  re- 
quired; also  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  on  furni- 
ture and  heating  apparatus  during  the  present  year; 
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the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Police. 

Passed. 

Alderman  WorHiington,  from  the  (,'ouimittee  on 
Health,  subinilted  rrpori.s  as  follows:  In  favor  of 
granting  i)etilioii  of  James  L.  Miller  and  J.  H.  Wig- 
glesworth,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  Btables.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Bntland, 
for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable.    Accepted. 

THE   STABLB   OF   HEIRS   OF   WII-LIAM   BRIOHAM. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  a  report  from 
the  committee  on  Health,  on  the  petition  of  J.  i\l. 
Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  riding-school  stable  for 
sixty  four  horses,  on  rear  of  3043  Washington  street. 
The  Committee  being  unable  to  agree,  refer  the 
whole  subject  to  the  full  Board  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  move  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw.  This  petition  has 
been  before  this  Board  two  or  three  times,  and  if  I 
remember  rightly  the  location  of  the  proposed  stable 
is  in  the  rear  of  1043  Washington  street.  It  is  be- 
tween Groton  and  Washington  streets,  Medford 
court,  Shawmut  avenue  and  Briggs  place.  The  pe- 
titioners propose  to  put  a  stable  iu  there  four  stories 
high,  which  will  occupy  most  of  the  interior  of  this 
square.  In  the  second  and  tnird  stories  tnere  is  to 
be  a  riding  school,  and  the  upper  story  and  the 
basement  are  to  be  used  for  storage  purposes.  If  we 
grant  this  petition,  I  think  it  will  be  a  serious  incon- 
venience to  those  who  occupy  the  dwellings  in  the 
surrounding  streets.  Those  houses  are  occupied  by 
families,  who  will  be  seriously  incommoded  by  ttie 
erection  of  this  stable,  and  I  think  it  will  prove  a 
disadvantage  to  the  city.  For  that  reason  1  move 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington: 

Ordered,  That  a  permit  be  granted  to  J.  M.  Smith 
to  erect  a  stable  in  rear  of  104;i  Washington  street, 
for  sixty-four  horses,  said  stable  to  be  constructed 
of  brick  (for  riding  school  purposes),  and  to  conform 
to  statute  law  of  18b9,  chapter  Slid. 

Alderman  Power — In  support  of  this  order,  I  wish 
to  say  that  this  matter  was  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment last  year,  but  in  another  shape.  It  came  then 
is  the  form  of  a  petition  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  engine  on  the  premises.  The  owners  of  the 
land  got  permission  to  build  a  tirst-class  brick  build- 
ing for  manufacturing  purposes,  which,  of  course, 
required  a  steam  engine,  and  they  came  here 
to  get  that  privilege.  The  owners  of  the 
surrounding  land  remonstrated  against  the  lo- 
cation there  of  a  steam  engine,  and  against 
the  putting  up  of  a  building  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  Their  principal  reason  was  that  such  a 
building  would  shut  all  the  light  from  their  dwell- 
ings. That  should  not  be  any  reason  why  the  Board 
should  refuse  to  grant  such  a  privilege.  The  parties 
own  their  land;  they  have  the  right  to  cover  it  with 
.  a  building,  and  nobody  can  prevent  them,  if  it  is 
built  in  conformity  with  law.  But  the  owners  are 
obliged  to  come  here  if  they  wish  to  use  a  steam  en- 
gine. Nobody  can  prevent  them  from  putting  up  a 
l)uilding  that  will  cover  all  the  land,  if  they  wish. 
The  owners  of  the  surrounding  estates  also  stated  that 
such  a  building  would  be  dangerous  in  case  of  lire. 
The  matter  was  fully  argued  here  on  both  sides,  and 
permission  to  use  a  steam  engine  on  the  premises  was 
refused.  At  that  time  I  was  on  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines,  as  chairman,  and  that  committee  were 
unanimously  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  use  the 
engine.  Previous  to  that  the  Committee  on  Health 
refused  to  grant  a  permit  to  locate  a  new  stable  there. 
I  stated  at  the  time  that  if  I  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Health  1  would  have  voted  to 
grant  them  permission  to  erect  the  stable.  I  did  not 
expect  that  I  was  going  to  be  put  on  the  Committee 
on  Health,  and  that  I  should  have  to  act  upon  this 
matter  again.  I  did  not  request  the  appointment, 
and  parties  who  are  interested  in  this  matter  will 
please  not  construe  my  action  as  an  endeavor  to 
follow  up  the  subject.  But  I  have  not  seen  any 
leason  since  to  change  my  mind.  There  is  room 
enough  for  two  stables,  and  to  put  as  many  horses 
in  there  as  they  ask  for.  That  place  is  about  as 
great  a  nuisance  today  as  can  be  found  in 
any  part  of  the  city.  The  owners  of  the  land 
proDose  to  tear  down  this  old  building,  and 
wipe  out  this  nuisance,  of  which  the  people 
have  complained  and  which  they  have  tried  to  re- 
move. The  owners  of  the  land  propose  to  put  up  a 
first-class  riding  school  there,— a  first-class  stable 
with  all  the  modern  improvements— and  to  remove 
those  old  stables.  They  can  keep  those  horses  there 
if  they  see  fit— there  is  room  enough;  but  if  they  get 
permission  to  put  up  this   building  they  intend  to 


erect  a  flrst-class  riding  school  and  remove  the  old 
building.  The  owners  of  surrounding  land  stale 
that  all  the  water  and  all  the  nuisance  from  those  old 
stables  run  into  their  cellare.  They  have  repeatedly 
complained  of  the  nuisance,  and  now  the  owners  of 
the  land  propose  to  wipe  it  all  out  by  constructing  a 
flrst-class  building,  with  cemented  cellar  and  drains, 
so  that  no  nuisance  will  arise  from  it.  In  fact  it  Is  pro- 
posed to  have  a  moacl  stable,  as  is  shown  on  the 
plan.  Now,  I  believe  that  a  stable,  properly  con- 
ducted, with  all  the  modern  improvements,  is  just  as 
much  a  necessity  in  the  city  as  dwelling  houses  are, 
and  I  belie-ve  it  is  our  duty  to  encourage  all  business 
enterprises  which  are  legitimate  and  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  If  we  donot  grant  this  permit 
the  estates  of  these  gentlemen  certainly  will  not  be 
very  desirable.  I  think  we  could  not  do  their  prop- 
erty more  damage  than  if  we  prevent  the  erection  of 
this  stable.  I  can  show  by  the  petitions  of  some  of 
the  very  best  people  in  the  city  of  Boston  that  the 
establishment  to  be  conducted  there  is  first  class, 
and  is  greatly  needed.  It  is  to  be  conducted  by 
a  gentleman  who  formerly  kept  a  riding  school 
in  the  rear  of  41.5  Washington  street,  on  the  Dexter 
estate,  and  who  was  burned  out.  Residents  of  the 
adjacent  houses  allege  that  it  is  going  to  injure 
their  property;  I  say  it  is  going  to  enhance  its  value. 
Those  dwellings  must  give  way  for  business  prop- 
erty. It  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  owner  to  put 
anything  there  that  will  make  the  property  less  val- 
uable than  it  is  today.  This  land  is  said  to  be  worth 
$10  a  foot,  and  that  shows  what  the  business  is  worth 
to  use  land  of  such  value.  As  I  said  before  the 
dwelling  houses  must  give  way  for  business.  What 
would  be  the  need  of  business  if  we  are  not  going  to 
have  the  landy  In  fact,  the  owners  of  the  surround- 
ing land  say  that  when  it  is  agreed  to  put  up 
just  such  a  building  on  that  lot  as  they  want, 
they  will  not  object.  I  have  known  that  place 
for  thirty  years,  and^there  is  n't  a  greater  nui- 
sance at  the  South"  End  than  it  is.  Now. 
sir,  it  has  been  said  that  it  will  hurt  the 
character  of  the  neighborhood.  [The  Alderman  read 
the  petition  of  numerous  residents  of  the  South  End 
in  aid  of  the  petition  of  J.  M.  Smith  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate the  riding  school  on  the  premises;  also  the 
names  of  the  petitioners  in  aid  of  the  petition 
of  J.  M.  Smith.]  I  read  these  names  to  show 
who  the  customers  of  Mr.  Smith  arc,  and  that 
he  keeps  a  respectable  establishment.  If  he  did  not 
he  would  not  have  such  a  respectable  array  of  sup- 
porters. The  names  of  those  persons  should  be  a 
sufficient  guarantee  to  this  Board  of  the  character  of 
the  establishment  which  has  been  kept  by  Mr. 
Smith.  These  ladies  are  all  his  customers  and  they 
and  their  children  have  been  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  this  exercise  which  you  will  all  agree 
is  very  essential  to  their  health.  It  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  on  my  left  that  it  is  proposed  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  land  on  this  square.  I  don't  believe  he 
intended  to  convey  a  wrong  impression,  but  I  think 
he  forgot  the  plan.  They  propose  to  leave  sufficient 
room  for  engines,  hose  carts,  etc.,  to  enter  in  case 
there  should  be  fire,  which  will .  meet  another  objec- 
tion which  has  been  raised.  These  are  my  reasons 
for  thinking  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be 
granted.  I  should  not  offer  an  order,  nor  would  I 
vote  for  any  measure  before  this  Board,  that  I 
thought  was  going  to  injure  any  person  to  the 
benefit  of  another.  I  say  such  an  establish- 
ment will  enhance  the  value  of  this  surround- 
ing property.  The  abutters  may  not  like  this 
stable;  it  may  not  be  so  pleasant  as  to  have 
the  open. space  that  there  is  now;  but  I  say  they  will 
not  "suffer  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  Therefore, 
I  hope  the  substitute  order  will  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  for  Mon- 
day next  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  that  members  not 
familiar  with  the  locality  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  visit  it. 

NOMINATIONS   OF  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department, 
nominating,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
ordnance  relating  thereto,  the  fellowing-named  per- 
sons as  assessors  of  taxes  for  the  city  of  Boston: 

Thomas  Hills,  Horace  Smith,  Benjamin  Cushing, 
Thomas  J.  Bancroft,  Daniel  H.  Whitney. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as 
follows: 

Heirs  Edward  Tufts,  $258.3,  widening  Pearl  street; 
Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  $:3U)4  10.  widening  Maga- 
zine street. 

Severally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Oominon  Council, 

JANUARY    «9,    1874. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Conn" 
eil  was  hela  at  half -past  seven  o'clwck  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  a  call  of  the 
roll  of  members  was  ordered: 

Present— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Barry, 
Beal,  Bearce,  Bent,  Boardman.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker.  Crowley,  Cudworth, 
Cushman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn, 
Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Hine, 
Hunnewell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Kimball,  Long,  Lor- 
ing,  Martin,  McCarty,  Minot,  Mooney,  Morse, 
Noyee,  Page,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Sweat,  Sweet«er,  Thacher, 
Train,  Walbridge,  Warren,  West.  Weston,  Whiston, 
E,  P.  Wilbur,  N.  8.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wood- 
ward—61. 

Absent — Messrs.  Bleiler,  Brown,  Collins,  Denny, 
Fuller,  Leach,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Rust-ell,  Smith, 
Woods— 11. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  James  A.  Kemp,  Trustees  of  Boston 
College,  Joseph  Gahm,  Joshua  C.  Stone,  Old  Colony 
Railroad,  and  request  of  Board  of  Health.  Severally 
referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sink- 
ing Funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  city  debt.  (City 
Doc.  No.  15.)    Placed  on  file. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor,  transmitting  pa- 
pers relating  to  an  assessment  made  upon  the  late 
city  of  Ctiarlestown,  on  account  of  tide  water  dis- 
placed by  filling  flats  in  Prison-Point  Bay.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Harbor. 

Request  of  Committee  ou  Common,  etc.,  for  $700 
to  pay  for  temporary  sidewalk  on  westerly  side  of 
Tremont  street,  between  Park  and  Boylston  streets. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  that,  in 
order  to  properly  improve  the  Swett-street  Hospital 
wharf  and  lot,  Swett  street  should  be  laid  out  as  a 
public  way  from  Albany  to  Dorchester  street. 

The  question  was  on  referring  the  report  to  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  move  that  the  reference 
be  amended  by, adding  the  following:  "With  a  re- 
quest that  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  take 
tne  necessary  steps  to  lay  out  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  Dorchester  street  as  early  as  possible." 
My  object  in  olfering  that  amendment  is  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  may  feel  authorized  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  carry  out  this  project,  which 
seems  to  be  a  favorite  one  with  the  commissioners, 
the  Committee  on  Streets  and  citizens  generally.  I 
do  not  wish  to  dictate  to  the  commissioners,  but  I 
thought  it  proper  to  give  them  a  hint  of  what  the 
City  Council  wanted.  It  is  considered  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  but  1  will  not  go  into  any  argument 
upon  that  point.  I  merely  offer  the  amendment  to 
start  it  in  the  proper  direction,  and  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  take  the  right  view  of  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Wara  7—1  he  Street  Committee  had 
this  subject  of  the  extension  of  Swett  street  under 
consideration  this  afternoon,  and  I  think  that  to 
amend  the  order,  as  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13,  might  cause  some  trouble,  which  the 
committee  are  not  desirous  of  having  done.  I  hope 
the  report  will  be  referred  as  it  came  from  the  other 
branch,  as  the  Street  Committee  are  looking  into  the 
matter  now. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  shall  not  press  the  amend- 
ment now.  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the 
Northampton-street  District,  yesterday,  this  matter 
was  very  fully  discussed.  Upon  reading  the  news- 
papers this  morning,  I  saw  that  i^y  the  action  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  the  greatest  impediment  to 
the  carrying  out  of  this  matter  last  year  had  been 
overcome  by  their  recommendation  of  the  solid  fill- 
ing of  the  flats.  Therefore  I  will  not  press  the 
amendment  if  the  gentleman  objects;  my  object 
being  simply  to  start  this  matter  and  get  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  prepare  their  plans,  so  that  we 
shall  not  have  to.wait  till  later  in  the  season. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  understand  that  the  time 
allowed  for  the  filling  of  this  street  runs  out  in  April, 
and  that  an  application  to  the  Legislature  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  has  already  been  made  by  the 
Street  Commissioners.  I  think  it  would  be  bet- 
ter not  to  take  action  until  that  extension  has  been 
granted. 

Mr.  Train  withdrew  his  amendment  and  the  report 
was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  con- 
sider expediency  of  giving  the  Committee  on  Survey, 
etc.,  of  Buildings  fuU  powers  to  decide  on  all  ques- 
tions referred  to  them  concerning  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings.    Passed. 


Report  nominating  Thomas  Hills,  Benjamin  Cnsh- 
ing,  Horace  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft  and  Daniel 
H.  Whitney  as  Assessors.     Accepted. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health  to 
purchase  hay  and  grain  and  other  material  required 
in  his  department. 

Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  City  Surveyor  to  purchase 
necessary  supplies  and  material  for  his  department. 

Passed. 

Order  authorizing  proper  fences  to  be  placed  on 
the  roof  of  the  Court  House  to  prevent  the  falling  of 
SHOW  therefrom. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4— As  this  matter  is  clearly 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  an  order  similar  to  this  has  been  introduc^id 
there  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  I  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
this  order. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District  to  exercise  all  the  powers,  in  rela- 
tion to  SuflEolk-street  district,  which  were  conferred 
on  the  committee  for  1873. 

Passed. 

REPORT     OP     COMMISSIONERS     OF     BRIDGES     BETWEEN 
BOSTON   AND   CAMBRIDGE. 

The  Commissioners  ou  West  Boston  and  Canal  or 
Craigie's  Bridges  submitted  their  third  annual  report 
(City  Doc.  No.  16)  of  matters  relatiuLj  to  the  care  and 
management  of  said  bridges. 

West  Boston.  Bridge.  The  draw  of  this  bridge  was 
thoroughly  repaired  early  in  the  spring,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  improvfacients  made  in  its  construction 
steam  power  was  applied  for  moving  it  and  aiding 
vessels  in  their  passage  through  the  draw  ways.  The 
machinery  used  for  these  purposes  consists  of  an 
eight  horse  power  engine  with  double  cylinders,  a 
line  of  horizontal  shafting  geared  to  and  extending 
from  the  engine  to  a  vertical  shaft,  to  which  it  is  also 
geared,  a  toothed  wheel  which  is  on  the  upper  end  of 
this  vertical  shaft  and  is  partially  encircled  by  a 
chain,  the  ends  of  which  are  connected  with  the 
upper  track  frame  of  the  draw,  and  a  line  of  shafting 
extending  to  the  edges  of  the  draw  pier  at  right 
angles  to  the  shafting  running  the  draw,  the  ends  of 
this  shaft  being  provided  with  winch  heads,  which, 
are  used  in  pulling  vessels.  The  engine  house  is  a 
plain  but  substantial  wooden  structure  and  contains 
two  rooms,  one  for  the  engine  and  its  appurtenances^ 
and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  engineer;  a  shed 
attached  to  it  contains  the  coal  bin  and  water  tank. 
The  operation  of  the  machinery  has  proved 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  your  commissioners, 
and  prevents  much  of  the  delay  formerly  so 
annoying  to  the  travel  upon  this  bridge.  The 
time  occupied  in  opening  and  closing  the  draw  was. 
before  the  application  of  the  machinery,  about  seven 
minutes;  it  now  seldom  exceeds  one  minute.  Ves- 
sels were  frequently  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  min- 
utes in  passing  through;  they  can  now  be  taken 
through  in  from  five  to  seven  minutes.  The  bridge 
is  in  good  order,  and  will  require  but  a  small  outlay 
for  repairs  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  expense  of 
maintenance  has  been  increased  to  some  extent  by 
the  application  of  steam-power  and  the  substitution 
of  gas  for  oil  in  lighting  the  bridge;  but  your  com- 
missioners feel  confident  that  the  benefits  derived 
therefrom  amply  compensate  for  the  additional  cost. 

Canal  or  Cragie's  Bridge.  The  plans  for  the  recon- 
structisn  of  this  bridge,  which  were  fully  described 
in  our  last  annual  report,  were  presented  to  the  Har- 
bor Commission  for  their  approval  in  February.  At 
an  informal  hearing  given  by  the  commission,  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  snecial  act  of  the  Legislature  would 
be  required  to  enable  your  commissioners  to  proceed 
with  the  rebuilding  as  proposed.  Application  for  an 
act  was  immediately  made  to  the  Legislature,  but  its 
passage  was  not  secured  until  the  15th  of  April. 
After  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  plans  were  again 
submitted  to  the  Harbor  Commission  for  their  ap- 
proval, which  they  failed  to  receive.  The  objections 
made  by  the  Harbor  Commission  to  the  plans  as 
proposed,  were  the  driving  of  intermediate  piers  in 
the  portion  of  the  bridge  between  the  new  draw-way 
and  the  Cambridge  end,  and  the  driving  of  inter- 
mediate piles  in  the  piers  between  the  draw-way  and 
the  Boston  end.  The  present  piers  not  being  in  the 
line  of  the  current  are,  in  the  opinion  of  tue  commis- 
sion, a  serious  obstruction  to  the  water-way,  any  in- 
crease of  which,  by  driving  more  piles,  would  be  at- 
tended with  injurious  results  to  the  harbor.  The 
modification  of  the  plans  to  render  them  acceptable 
to  the  Harbor  Commission  required  considerable 
time,  and  as  it  was  too  late  in  the  season  for  the 
work  of  rebuilding  to  be  commenced,  with  any  pros- 
pect of  its  being  completed  before  cold  weather,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  postpone  any  further  action 
until  the  coming  year.  Alterations  which  have  been 
made  in  the  plans  will  involve  an  increased  expendit- 
ure of  $22,000  in  rebuilding  the  bridge,  and,  as  the 
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machinery  for  moving  the  draw  on  West  Boston 
Bridge  has  ])roved  so  Batisfactory,  we  propose  to 
duplicate  it  on  Cragie's,  at  an  expuuee  for  machin- 
ery, water  pipe,  tanks,  en<..ine  house,  etc.,  of 
f5000;  making  the  total  estimated  cost  of  re- 
nildine;  the  l)ridge  $187,000  In  this  connec- 
tion the  commi-^sioiiers  feel  called  upon  to  say  that 
they  would  hi-  i^lad  to  recommend  to  the  two  cities 
which  tliey  jointly  represent,  the  removal  of  the 
present  brid;:e  structure,  and  the  building  of  a  brid£;e 
with  stone  or  iron  piers  and  an  iron  superstructure. 
The  bridges  connecting  Cambridge  and  Boston 
cross  the  channel  which  connects  the  Charles-Rirer 
basin  with  the  harbor,  and  any  increase  in  their  num- 
ber obstructs  the  tlow  in  the  channel  and  diminishes 
the  value  of  the  tidal  basin.  The  eminent  engineers 
wljo,  in  connection  with  the  Harbor  Commission, 
have  given  this  subject  so  much  study,  looking  to 
the  future  interests  of  the  cities  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  are  opposed  to  any  increase  in  the  number  or 
extent  of  the  obstructions,  and  the  commission  will 
not  probably  consent  to  the  build'ng  of  any  more 
bridges  upon  the  plan  of  the  present  ones,  especially 
as  the  annoyance  and  expense  attendant  upon  the 
frequently  recurring  repair  and  reconstruction  could 
be  obviated  by  replacing  them  with  practically  inde- 
structible structures.  The  principal  and  we  may  say 
the  only  reason  why  we  do  not  recommend  the  re- 
placing of  Cragie's  Bridge  by  an  iron  or  similar  per- 
manent structure,  is  the  great  cost,  which,  in  the 
present  financial  condition  of  Boston  and  Cambridge, 
we  do  not  feel  would  be  warranted.  A  bridge  of  the 
character  we  mention  would  cost  at  least  $.500,000, 
whereas  the  esti  mated  expense  of  rebuilding  the  bridge 
in  accordance  with  our  present  plans  is  less  than  one- 
half  of  this  s'lm;  the  interest  on  the  difference  of 
cost  for  a  psriod  of  eight  or  ten  years  would  rebuild 
the  bridge  in  its  present  form.  The  substructure  of 
an  oak-pile  bridge  will  last  an  indefinite  time  in  a 
situation  where  it  is  not  subjected  to  the  ravages  of 
worms.  Many  of  the  piles  in  Cragie's  Bridge  have 
been  there  for  seventy  years,  and  are  still  in  a  fair 
state  of  preservation.  The  superstructure,  or  such 
portions  of  it  as  may  be  unprotected  from  the 
weather,  will  require  renewal  in  twelve  or  fifteen 
years,  and  even  in  less  time  if  the  timber  used  is  not 
of  good  quality.  The  expense  of  renewing  the  por- 
tions of  the  superstructure  most  liable  to  decay  is 
small  in  comparison  with  the  total  cost  of  the  bridge; 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  bridge  under  consideration, 
the  interest  on  the  difference  in  cost  of  the  two 
plans  would  amount  in  three  years  to  a  sum  large 
enongh  to  do  all  that  would  be  required  to  make  the 
bridge,  at  the  end  of  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  good  for 
an  additional  term  of  the  same  length. 

While,  therefore,  we  acknowledge  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  build  a  permanent  structure,  we  think  the 
reasons  for  not  recommending  it,  which  we  have 
fully  explained,  will  justify  us  in  the  conclusion  that 
i  t  cannot  at  present  be  shown  to  be  the  most  econom- 
ical, although  it  may  not  be  many  years  l)efore  the 
price  of  timber  will  be  so  enhanced  by  the  reckless 
destruction  of  the  forests  as  to  malce  the  cost  of  a 
pile  bridge  closely  approximate  to  that  of  one  of  iron 
or  stone. 

It  is  our  intention  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  re- 
building this  bridge  as  soon  as  the  revised  plans  have 
received  the  approval  of  the  Harbor  Commission, 
and  the  work  will  be  put  under  contract  immediately, 
to  allow  ample  time  for  the  contractor  to  obtain  the 
piles  and  timber  befsre  commencing  work  in  the 
spring. 

The  unstable  condition  of  the  present  bridge  has 
been  a  source  of  anxiety  during  the  past  year,  and  it 
has  only  been  by  constant  watchfulness  and  imme- 
diate repair  of  tlie  weak  places  as  soon  as  observed 
that  accident  to  or  stoppage  of  the  travel  has  been 
prevented.  Appended  to  the  report  is  a  statement 
of  the  payments  made  by  the  City  of  Boston  on  ac- 
count of  the  bridges  from  January  1, 1873,  to  Janua- 
ry 1,  1874,  together  with  a  statement  from  the  draw- 
tenders  of  the  number  of  times  the  draws  were 
opened  during  the  same  term. 

Number  of  times  the  araw  on  West  Boston  Bridge 
has  been  opened  during  the  following  months. 
Charles  W.  Blaney  Superintendent,  John  McNulty 
Engineer:  January.  1873,  2;  February,  1873,  6;  March, 
1873,  50;  April,  1873,  147;  May,  1873,  188;  June.  1873, 
193;  July,  1873,  207;  August,  1873,  154;  September, 
1873,  139;  October,  1873,  132;  November,  1873,  183; 
December,  1873,  77.     Total  one  year,  1478. 

Number  of  times  the  draw  on  Craigie's  Bridge  has 
been  opened  during  the  following  months  Cyrus 
Bruce  Superintendent:  January,  1873,  24;  February, 
1873,  21;  March.  1873.  115;  April,  1873,  408:  May,  1873, 
646;  June,  1873,  689;  July,  1873,596;  August,  1873,493; 
September,  1873.  398;  October,  1873,  445;  November, 
1873,  387;  Decen.ber,  1873,  177.     Total  one  year,  4399. 

The  expenses  of  Boston  for  maintaining  the  Cam- 
bridge bridges  during  the  year  1873,  inclusive,  were 
as  follows,  as  per  accounts  of  the  City  Auditor: 
General— Salary  of   Commissioner,  $500;    enjjiBeer- 


ing  expenses,  $150  25;  damages  for  defect  in  bridge, 
$.50.  Total,  $700  25.  West  Boston  Bridge— Salaries, 
Superintendent  and  Engineer,  $726  72;  engine  and 
shafting,  $1262  72;  repairs,  $2.589  01;  supplies  and 
care  of  lamps,  $481  .59;  gas,  $589  82.  Total,  $56.50  46. 
Canal  Bridge — Salary  of  Superintendent,  $629  95; 
repairs,  $1089  ;i5;  supplies  and  care  of  lamps,  $274  85. 
Total,  $1994  15.  Grand  total,  $8:344  86. 
The  report  was  sent  up. 

CEBTIFICATE   OP   APPOINTMENT. 

The  President  presented  a  certificate  from  the  City 
Clerk  that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  of 
1S74  have  been  duly  nominated  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  coufiriued  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as 
special  police  officers  without  pay.  for  the  present 
municipal  year.     Read  and  placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  F.  Hunne- 
well  for  lease  of  laud  at  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir. 
Referred  to  Water  Board. 

By  Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Davitt  for  abatement  of  water  tax  on  houses  Nos. 
406,  408,  414  and  416  Commercial  street.  Referred  to 
Cemmittee  on  Water. 

By  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21— Petitions  of  Company  C, 
First  Battalion,  M.  V.  M.,  and  Company  G,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  allowance  for  armory  rent. 
Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petitions  of  Willard 
Rice  et  al.,  and  F.  S.  Gilman  et  al.,  citizens  of 
Wards  20,  21  and  22,  that  the  name  of  Charlestown 
may  not  be  changed  by  the  action  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. Severally  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sibley. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  W.  H. 
Piper  et  al.,  that  Lamartine  street  be  put  in  order  for 
public  travel.    Sent  up. 

Remonstrance  of  B.  K.  Randolph  et  al.,  against 
petition  of  trustees  of  Boston  College.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS    OP   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Hannan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  his  team,  by  an  alleged  defect  in  a  sireet  on 
Meeting  House  Hill,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  saitable candidate  for 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  eleciion  of 
John  Galvin.    Accepted. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate 
for  Water  Registrar,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  William  F.  Davis.    Accepted. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  Superintendent  of  Streets,  submitted  a  re- 
port recommending  the  election  of  Charles  Harris. 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate 
for  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  sultmitted  a 
report  recommending  the  election  of  James  C. 
Tucker.    Accepted 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  City  Solicitor,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending  the   election  of  John  P.  Healy.     Accepted. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  order 
requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to  lay  out  Par- 
ker street  from  Beacon  street  to  Tremont  street,  and 
the  petition  of  G.  Washington  Warren  and  others, 
that  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  City  Council  to 
expedite  the  laying  out  and  extension  of  Boylston 
street  to  Western  or  Brookline  avenue.  They  re- 
ported that  the  Street  Commissioners  are  now  pre- 
paring plans  for  streets  aid  avenues  over  the  lands 
and  flats  lying  between  Beacon  street.  Western  ave- 
nue, Longwood  avenue  and  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad,  under  an  order  passed  by  the  last  City 
Council;  and  the  committee  would  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  petition  and  the  order  be  referred  to 
that  board. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  reference  or- 
dered as  recommended. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  from  the  joint  special 
committee,  appointed  to  nomina'e  a  «uitable  candi- 
date for  City  Messenger,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  election  of  Alvah  H.  Pet»»rB  Ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  from  the  joint  special 
committee,  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  election  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Bradley.     Accepted. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands. 
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submitted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
Robert  vV.  Hall.     Accepted. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Armories,  submitted  a  report  repre- 
Bentiug  that  orders  were  passed  by  the  last  City 
Council  appropriating  $1200  for  repairing  the  armory 
of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry.  $383  10  for 
repairing  the  armoiy  of  Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  and  $250  for  repairing  the  headquarters 
the  First  Battalion  of  Light  Artillery.  Through  inad- 
vertence the  bills  for  these  repairs  were  not  appioved 
before  the  end  of  the  municipal  year,  and  it  becomes 
necessary  to  give  the  present  committee  authority  to 
pass  upon  them.  The  committee  recommended  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1200  in 
repairing  and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  D, 
First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  1839  Wash- 
ington street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250  in  re- 
pairing and  furnishing  the  headquarters  of  ihe  First 
Battalion  of  Light  Artillery,  M.  V.  M.,  at37Tremont 
street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  an  additional  sum,  not  exceeding 
$383  10.  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the  armory  oc- 
cupied by  Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  544  Washington  street;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— On  account  of  the  facts 
stated  in  the  report,  and  further  that  the  work  has 
been  contracted  for  and  performed,  I  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  that  the  orders  may  be  passed  this 
evening  and  the  parties  obtain  their  money. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  orders  were  sev- 
erally passed — yeas  68.  nays  0. 

THB   WATER   SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  13— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standin?  Committee  on 
Water  consider  and  report  upon  the  feasibility  and 
expense  of  adding  to  the  waters  in  Mystic  Pond  a 
supply  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  city,  by  connect- 
ing said  pond  with  Shawshine,  Concord  and  Mer- 
rimac  rivers,  or  either  of  them,  by  the  use  of  the  bed 
of  Middlesex  Canal,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  13— As  I  probably  shall  not  be 
present  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  as 
the  project  contemplated  in  this  order  is  one  that 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  as  eaily  as 
possible,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  present  it  to  the 
Council  this  evening.  I  have  a  very  considerable 
acquaintance  with  the  topography  of  Middlesex 
County,  having  lived  there  during  much  of  the  larger 
part  of  my  life,  and  I  think  that  I  can  state  the  rea- 
sons which  should  induce  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  project  contemplated  by  this  order.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  Middlesex  County  there  was  what  was 
formerly  called  the  Middlesex  Canal,  which  ran  from 
Charlestown  to  Lowell,  connecting  the  waters  of 
Boston  Harbor  with  the  waters  of  Merrimac  River. 
I  have  myself  been  over  that  canal,  when  a  bov,  in  a 
packet;  and,  formerly,  nearly  all  the  cotton,  produce 
and  perhaps  pretty  much  all  the  property  that  went 
to  Lowell  from  Boston  went  by  way  of  this  canal,  and 
in  return  the  manufactured  goods  came  by  way  of 
this  canal  from  Lowell  to  Boston.  It  was  mainly  sup- 
plied by  the  waters  of  the  Concord  and  Merrimac  riv- 
ers, the  w?ters  from  each  running  through  the  bed 
of  the  canal  in  either  direction,  emptying  at  one  end 
into  the  Merrimac  River,  and  into  the  harbor  at 
Charlestown  at  the  other.  In  its  progress  towards 
Boston  it  crossed  Shawshine  River  by  the  edge  of  this 
side  of  Billerica.  Shawshine  River,  there,  ;f  I  recol- 
lect rightly  fi-om  observation,  is  12,  13  or  14  feet 
below  the  aqueduct,  as  it  then  was,  and  the  bed 
of  the  Middlesex  Canal.  By  damming  the  river  at 
this  point,  or  by  running  a  branch  of  the  canal  a  lit- 
tle way  up  the  valley  of  the  Shawshine,  the  water 
will  be  as  high  as  the  canal.  From  there  it 
comes  to  Horn  Pond— at  any  rate  the  canal  had  its 
main  supply  in  Concord  River  and  came  nearly 
on  a  level  to  Horn  Pond,  which  is  one  of  the 
reservoirs  of  Mystic  Pond.  There  are  no  tunnels  on 
the  route;  it  is  nearly  level,  and  Concord  River  is 
largely  formed  by  the  Sudbury  River  and  Assabet. 
So  that  if  those  waters  should  be  considered 
suitable,  in  Concord  River  you  have  the  waters  of 
Sudbury  and  Assabet  rivers,  of  the  same  quality  as 
the  Sudbury,  and  a  much  larger  supply,  because  it 
embraces  the  watersheds  of  the  Concord  River  and 
its  tributaries,  and  the  canal  also  connects  with  the 
Merrimac  Rirer.  Thus  you  have  got  almost  a  level 
bed,  already  graded,  hut  now  disused.  But  the  bed  of 
the  canal  must  in  part  still  remain,  and  it  would  seem 
at  first  blush  as  if  it  would  be  a  very  easy  matter, 
and  a  very  cheap  way— very  much  cheaper  than 
building  miles  of  tunnel— and  cheap  as  to  the  mode 
of  supplying  Mystic  Pond  with  the  waters  of  any  of 
these  three  rivers.    Shawshine  River  comes  first,  and 
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from  Horn  Pond.  This  Shawshine  River  is 
a  very  considerable  brook  where  the  canal  crosses 
it.  It  drains  Lexington,  Concord,  Bedford,  Burling- 
ton, and  all  that  section  over  the  ridge  from  the 
watershed  of  Mystic  Pond.  The  waters  of  Shaw- 
shine River  are  very  excellent  in  quality,  running 
through  a  hard,  gravelly  country.  After  it  crosses 
the  canal  this  river  goes  down  and  supplies  the  mills 
of  Ballardvale,  Frye  Village  in  North  Andover,  and 
discharges  its  water  just  below  the  Lawrence  dam. 
It  would  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  unless  there  are 
some  engineering  difficulties — which  are  now  im- 
possible to  conceive  of — this  would  present  a 
very  cheap  means  of  supplementing  the  pres- 
ent supply  in  Mystic  Pond  to  a  very  in- 
definite extent.  If  the  waters  of  the  Shaw- 
shine have  been  used  they  would  just  about  equal 
the  watershed  of  the  Mystic  at  the  upper  pond;  and 
when  those  fail,  if  it  is  necessary,  you  can  stretch  on 
to  Concord  River  and  get  a  larger  supply  than  from 
Sudbury  River.  And  if  at  any  time  the  Merrimac 
waters  should  be  preferred,  it  is  a  very  few  miles 
farther  before  you  reach  the  Merrimac  River —and  all 
that  along  a  bed  already  graded. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  if  that  could  be  done  without 
legislative  enactment. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  know  what  are  the 
powers  granted  by  the  act  under  which  the  Water 
Board  is  now  acting,  but  it  certainly  would  be  very 
easy  to  obtain  the  requisite  legislative  authority.  And 
if  it  should  turn  out  that  it  was  furnishing  a  much 
cheaper  supply  of  water  than  by  the  means  now  con- 
templiiti-d— if,  lor  instance,  millions  of  dollars  could 
be  saved — of  course  the  little  delay  required  would  be 
nothing  in  comparison  with  that  which  would  be 
gained.  Besides,  in  point  of  expedition,  it  would 
seem  to  me,  taking  the  requisite  time  to  obtain  legis- 
lative action  and  for  the  construction  of  works,  you 
would  still  gain  very  largely  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— 1  did  not  ask  the  question 
because  I  was  opposed  to  the  gentleman's  order.  I 
hope  this  matter  of  a  water  supply  will  be  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  that  our  action  may  be  final.  But  the 
act  empowering  the  city  to  take  water  from  Sudbury 
River  expressly  says  it  shall  betaken  above  Framing- 
ham. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  (Unanimous  consent  being 
given)— When  these  legislative  grants  are  secured 
they  are  generally  obtained  by  means  of  an  agree- 
ment among  parties.  There  are  two  sides,  the  pe- 
titioners and  tiie  remonstrants,  and  they  agree  8ub> 
stantially  to  what  shall  be  done 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman how  many  mills  there  are  between  here  and 
the  place  where  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  propose 
to  take  water  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  can  only  say  from  what  I 
gather  from  the  report  of  the  board  that  there  are 
mills  on  the  river  from  which  the  board  contemplates 
taking  it  now,  and  also  upon  Assabet  River.  But 
until  you  reach  Middlesex  Canal,  where  it  formerly 
crossed  Concord  River  at  Middlesex  Mills,  there  are 
none;  there  are  none  between  Middle^ex  Canal  and 
the  contemplated  conduit  from  Sudbury  River,  a 
distance  of  some  twenty-five  miles. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Stanv.ing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  considei  the  expediency  of 
making  a  permanent  water  connection  between  Farm 
Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate,  and  building  a  conduit 
from  Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir, 
said  conduit  to  be  bridged  over  Charles  River,  instead 
of  siphons  in  said  river,  and  report  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  same. 

Passed. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  order  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  procure  badges 
for  members  of  the  Common  Council  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  to  insert  the  word  "new" 
before  the  word  "members." 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  believe  that  the  object  I 
had  in  view  in  offering  that  amendment  can  be 
reached  in  another  way,  and  which  appears  to  relieve 
the  Council  of  some  embarrassment  in  making  a  dis- 
tinction  between  the  old  and  new  members.  I  desire, 
therefore,  to  withdraw  the  amendment  and  to  offer 
another,  so  that  the  order  shall  read  "'prO' 
cure  suitable  badges  for  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  five  dollars  for 
each  badge."  I  had  in  view,  in  offering  the  first 
amendment,  that,  if  the  old  members  of  the  CommoH 
Council  would  consent  to  a  change  of  date  upon  their 
badges,  those  for  the  new  members  could  be  procur- 
ed at  the  same  expense  as  last  year.  It  was  for  that 
reason,  and  for  that  alone,  that  I  desired  to  insert  the 
word  "new."  But,  as  many  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil prefer  to  retain  their  badges,  with  the  date  upon 
them,  I  have  offered  this  amendment   limiting   the 
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Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted.  It  seems  very  proper  that,  if 
we  are  to  have  badges,  there  should  be  new  ones 
all  round;  but  I  think  t'lere  should  be  some  limit  to 
the  expense.  If  we  limit  the  price  to  live  dollars  it 
will  be  the  same  as  saying  to  the  committee  that  we 
do  not  want  a  gold  badge.  I  think  five  dollars  a 
large  limit  for  the  price  of  such  a  badge  as  we  need, 
but  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  it  to  the  commit- 
tee to  determine  the  kind  of  badge.  Five  dollars 
per  badge  is  a  reasonable  limit,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  body  might  as  well  leave  to  the  committee 
the  responsibility  of  determining  whether  the  badges 
shall  be  of  gold  or  silver. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  "five"  and  inserting 
the  word  "fifteen." 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17 — I  observe  a  smile  on  the 
faces  of  the  old  members  of  the  Council  as  I  get  up 
Mr.  President,  though  I  have  observed  that 
outside  the  City  Hall  the  smiling  is  all  the 
other  way,  as  outside  they  consider  it  puer- 
ile for  gentlemen  to  haggle  about  the  cost 
of  such  an  article,  whether  it  shall  be  five  or 
fifteen  dollars.  If  they  cost  fifteen  dollars  each  it 
will  be  the  same  as  funding  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  city  debt.  It  is  not  the 
mere  trifle  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  that  I  look 
at.  The  feeling  is  now  rife  and  it  is  a  fact  that, 
with  one  exception,  Boston  is  the  most  extravagant- 
ly managed  city  in  the  United  States.  In  view  of 
that  fact,  we  ought  to  show  a  disposition  to  econ- 
omize. I  think  these  gentlemen  will  all  find  that  with 
the  public  the  smile  is  the  other  way. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  order  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

The  President — The  motion  is  out  of  order;  the 
motion  to  amend  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — Will  the  gentleman  please 
tell  me  where  the  Council  gets  authority  to  vote 
themselves  these  badges.  As  one  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, I  ask  for  information. 

The  President— The  Chair  can  only  say  that  the 
order  is  a  proper  one  and  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  only  wished  to  know 
where  they  get  the  authority. 

The  President— The  Chair  cannot  inform  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— That  does  not  answer  my 
question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — This  is  a  very  cheap  way  of 
making  a  little  very  cheap  capital,  and  it  has  been 
started  by  gentlemen  who  come  here  for  the  first 
time.  Now,  sir,  I  came  here  for  the  first  time  a  con- 
siderable number  of  years  ago,  when  we  had  a  tin 
badge.  If  I  were  going  to  move  any  amendment,  in 
order  to  make  cheap  capital,  I  should  propose  a  tin 
badge.  I  don't  believe  it  is  the  right  kind  of  econ- 
omy for  us  to  begin  to  practise  in  this  line.  When  we 
talk  in  regard  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentle- 
man on  my  left,  from  Ward  12.  there  is  a  chance  for 
economy,  and  I  am  proud  to  see  that  he  has  tonight 
offered  a  proposition  in  which  I  believe  the  people 
of  Boston  will  heartily  agree  with  him.  But  this  lit- 
tle three-cent  matter  of  a  badge  for  members  of  the 
Council,  whether  they  be  old  or  new  members, 
is  too  small  to  talk  about.  And  when  my  friend  on 
my  left  from  Ward  17  says  he  notices  a  smile  outside 
of  the  City  Hall,  I  say  it  is  a  cheap  kind  of  smile. 
There  are  a  great  many  kinds  of  smiles;  some  people 
smile  early,  some  often,  and  others  seldom  smile.  I 
don't  feel  much  like  smiling  myself,  having  been 
pretty  hard  at  work  all  day.  But  I  do  feel  like  say- 
ing that  this  is  a  small  matter  to  higgle  over.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  and  when  it  is  said  here  that  the  people  of 
Boston  smile  about  this  matter,  it  is  cheaper  than 
anything  else.  I  think  the  members  of  the  Council 
should  have  some  recognition.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  the  perquisites  of  the  position  are. 
Is  there  anything,  from  January  to  January, 
that  comes  as  a  perquisite?  There  is  this 
little  matter  of  a  badge,  which  I  am  happy  to 
carry  about  with  me.  I  think  it  is  not  only 
an  ornament,  but  it  is  an  honor  for  members  of  the 
Common  Council  to  have  something  by  which  they  can 
be  recognized— something  worthy  of  the  position 
which  vve  hold.  I  do  not  think  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars 
for  a  badge  is  any  too  much  to  give  to  each  membsr  of 
this  Council  as  a  perquisite.  I  think,  sir,  that  we 
labor  hard  here  for  the  best'lhterest  of  the  city;  I 
try  to,  at  least,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  other  gen- 
tlemen do.  But  when  We  come  to  talk  about  this 
matter  I  think  the  smiles  of  our  constituents  will  be 
on  the  other  side  of  the  mouth.  I  think  they  would 
smile  at  our  having  anything  less  than  a  respecta- 
ble, decent  badge.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  have  ne  doubt  Mr.  Shaw's 
constituents  will  laugh  at  his  position  if  he  yielded 
in  this  matter,  but  I  think  my  constituents  will  think 
differently. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  shall  not  allow  an  invidious 


Hill,  or  from  the  green  garden  district,  wbicb  he 
represents,  I  hope  it  will  be  shown  that  the  people 
have  not  sent  green  young  men  to  represent  tlie 
green  young  sward. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  hope  it  will  not  be  con- 
sidered amiss  for  new  members  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion, if  we  think  it  is  wrong  to  vote  away  the  peo- 
ple's money  for  badges.  I  trust  that  when 
we  get  the  waters  of  Horn  Pond  we  shall 
all  smile.  I  don't  see  the  necessity  for 
these  badges,  any  way.  Our  action  is  to  be 
published  in  the  newspapers  and  our  constituents 
will  know  whether  we  are  fit  to  represent  them.  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  respect  our  opinions  and  that  we 
shall  heiir  no  more"spigotandbunghole"inginuation8. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  gentleman,  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  financial  year  a  contingent  fund  is  set  by  for 
the  use  of  the  Common  Council.  That  is  about 
$3500  or  $4000  this  year.  That  fund  can  be  expended 
in  any  way  that  the  Common  Council  sees  fit,  wheth- 
er for  badges  or  other  legitimate  expenses. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — Then  so  long  as  we  have 
that  fund  we  have  the  right  to  take  the  money  or  the 
badge,  as  we  please,  or  to  app-opriate  it  for  a  hat  or 
a  pair  of  boots. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— No,  sir,  the  money  can  be 
expended  only  by  vote  of  the  Council. 

The  vote  on  tne  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn,  to  make 
the  price  fifteen  dollars,  was  taken,  and  the  President 
declared  that  it  appeared  to  be  carried.  The  vote 
was  doubted,  and  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  was  not  sustained— 10  for, 
51  against. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Kimball  was  then  adopted — 49  for,  14  against— 
by  a  rising  vote. 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment as  amended. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — Before  we  vote  upon  this 
question,  I  want  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  the 
arguments  which  have  been  used  in  favor  of  having 
badges  at  all,  or  of  having  costly  ones.  The  only 
gentlemen  I  have  heard  advance  any  argument  in 
favor  of  badges  are  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  5 
and  7,  and  the  line  of  argument  they  have  used  is 
something  in  this  vein:  When  the  question  of  water 
came  up,  they  said,  ''Here  is  a  chance  for  economy; 
this  question  of  badges  is  a  small  matter."  I  think 
that  principle  is  a  very  fallacious  and  mischievous 
one  for  us  to  adopt  at  the  beginning  of  the 
municipal  year.  The  question  of  extrava- 
gance is  entirely  independent  of  the  amount  ex- 
pended; it  is  dependent  upon  whether  the  thing 
voted  for  is  desirable  or  not.  The  expense  of  eight 
or  nine  hundred  dollars  for  a  badge  which  is  merely 
ornamental  and  not  necessarv  is  extravagance.  It  is 
the  principle  involved.  An  expense  of  eight  or  nine 
millions,  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  city,  is  a  measure 
of  economy.  Now,  in  a  week  or  two  we  have  got  to 
discuss  this  water  question,  for  which  we  shall  have 
to  appropriate  a  great  amount  of  money.  Before  we 
approach  that  question,  our  good  faith  ought  to  be 
expressed  before  the  city  in  regard  to  financial  matters. 
Although  this  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  is  a  small 
amount,  the  principle  is-  wrong  unless  good  reasons  are 
given  for  having  those  badges  at  all.  I  think  we  over- 
estimate our  importance.  We  are  a  les'islative  body, 
but  individually  we  have  no  authority,  except  that 
the  Mayor  issues  a  formal  order  appointing  us  special 
policemen.  Our  importance,  individually,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  very  slight— at  least  most  of  us— and  unless 
good  reasons  are  given  we  ought  to  vote  against 
them.  I  hope  that  no  order  for  badges  will  prevail, 
and  certainly  not  an  order  expending  $15  for  each 
badge.  I  think  our  constituents  will  have  reason  to 
lack  confidence  in  our  judgment  in  money  matters, 
if  we  pass  this  order.  1  do  not  care  what  the  amount 
will  be;  the  principle  of    the  thing  is  utterly  wrong. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered— 13  for,  49  against,  one-fifth 
having  voted  therefor. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  48,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barnes,  Bent,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Butler,  Collins, 
Crowley.  Cudworth,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
Flatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Jennings, 
Kent,  Leach,  Long,  Loriug,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Swea,t,  Thacher,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Warren,  Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward — 48. 

Kays-  Messrs.  Adams.  Barry,  Be'il,  Bearce,  Caw- 
ley,  Crocker,  Dacey,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Hine,  Hun- 
newell,  Kimball,  Minot,  Perkins,  Putnam,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  West,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt— 20. 

Amotion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  made  by  Mr. 
Noyes  of  Ward  5,  was  lost. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Davis  of  Ward 
14,  Page  of  Ward  9,  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6  the  com- 
mittee named  in  the  order  for  badges. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    3,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder 
men  was  held  at  lour  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUUORS   DRAWN. 

Sixty-four  traverse  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court, 
January  term,  were  drawn. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Francis  W.  Hill,  Fourth 
street.  Baptist  Church;  Georae  McGregor,  Kennedy 
Hall,  Koxbury;  George  Faulkner,  Pond  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  William  G.  Davies,  constable,  being 
duly  certified,  was  approved 

ORDER  or  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  George  W.  Sim- 
mons &  Son,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  Oak  Hall,  North  street,  was  con- 
sidered, and  there  being  no  objection  the  petition 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

INVITATION   ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  N.  P.  Banks  Vet- 
eran Corps,  that  the  City  Council  attend  a  lecture  in 
Charlestown.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

SALE  OF  UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  atd  authorize  a  sale  of  unclaimed 
baggage,  consisting  of  six  trunks,  thirty-one  travel- 
line  bags,  three  valises,  and  a  variety  of  miscel- 
laneous articles.  Referred  to  a  special  committee 
consisting  of  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Bigelow. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

7'o  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Co.  K,  First  In- 
fantry, for  an  allowance  for  rent  and  repairs  of 
armory  at  Washington  Hall. 

Walter  Everett.  Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  for  a  room 
for  the  headquarters  of  said  regiment. 

7o  the  Committee  on  Servers.  Calvin  W.  Clark,  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  Kingston  street. 

J.  F.  Wilson  et  uL,  for  sewer  m   Dorchester  street. 

To  the  Commiltee  on  Paving.  J.  Sturgis  Potter,  to 
place  a  shaft  across  Perkins  street. 

W.  H.  Piper  et  al.,  that  Lamartine  street  be  graded 
and  put  in  order. 

Alfred  Lingham,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggles  street. 

George  B.  Drake  &  Co.,  to  maintain  a  hoisting 
beam  over  sidewalk  at  98  Federal  street. 

Charles  Herman,  for  reimbursement  in  filling  up 
Mechanics  street. 

James  Manary,  for  grade  damages  on  P  street. 

To  the  Co?nmittee  on  Licenses.  Blanchard  &  Ross, 
for  license  for  a  variety  theatre  at  578  Washington 
street,  in  the  St.  James  Theatre  building. 

Jourdain  »fe  Co.,  to  exhibit  a  museum  of  anatomy 
at  542  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  Harding,  Gray  & 
Dewey,  to  project  a  sign  at  16!l  Congress  street. 

Davis  Bros.  &  Co.,  to  project  a  sign  from  rear  of 
73-75  High  street. 

George  F.  Moore  &  Co.,  to  project  a  sign  from 
Federal  street,  corner  of  High  street. 

7'o  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Otis  Eddy,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Nelson  street,  near  Norfolk  street. 

J.  B.  Simpson,  to  occupy  two  wooden  stables  for 
four  horses  on  Orchard  street,  north  side. 

John  Butland,  to  occupy  a  back  stable  for  one 
horse  on  rear  of  H  street,  between  Sixth  and 
Seventh. 

Howard  L.  Hayford,  to  construct  a  cellar  below 
grade  at  16  Kneeland  street. 

George  Clark,  Jr.,  to  build  a  stable  for  three  horses 
on  Columbia  street. 

Mark  B.  Mulvey,  remonstrance  against  erection  of 
a  stable  on  Walden  place. 

James  A.  Lappen  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  erec- 
tion of  brick  stable  in  rear  of  190  H  street. 

Michael  Condon,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  First  street.  No.  487. 

James  A.  King,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  ten 
horses  on  Leonard  street,  VVard  Ki. 

2'o  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Lucy  W.  Hartshorn, 
for  an  allowance  on  account  of  the  injury  to,  and 


death  of  her  husband,  Warren  Hartshorn,  from  in 
juries  alleged  to  have  been  received  while  in  the 
service  of  the  city. 

William  Burns,  for  compensation  for  two  horses 
furnished  to  the  Boston  Fire  Department  in  1873. 

To  the  Cmmnittee  on  Streets.  George  W.  Clay  pole, 
for  abatement  of  assessment  for  betterment  on  Lin- 
coln street,  Brighton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Lessees  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  to  be  heard  on  the  subject  of  their 
leases. 

To  the  .Joint  Cwnmittee  on  Streets.  Notice  from 
Mitchell  &  Smith,  of  intention  to  dispute  the  right  of 
the  city  to  certain  land  in  Eliot  street. 

THE   ELMS   ON   TREMONT   STREET. 

Petitions  were  received  from  R.  K.  Potter  et.  al., 
and  N.  J.  Bradlee  et.  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  trees 
on  Tremont  street,  in  front  of  the  Granary  Burying 
Ground. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  petitions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee-  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  trees  now 
standing  in  the  sidewalk  on  Tremont  street,  between 
Park  street  and  the  Tremont  House,  to  be  removed 
forthwith. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  usual  course  has  been  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Common  all  petitions  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  from  any  place.  I  trust  that  cus- 
tom will  not  be  departed  from  in  this  case,  and  I 
move  that  the  petitions  and  order  be  referred  to  that 
committee. 

The  petitions  and  the  order  were  so  referred  by  a 
rising  vote— six  for,  five  against. 

THE   EXPOSITION    OF   ARTS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  for  the  twelfth  triennial  exhibition  of 
mechanical  arts,  for  eight  weeks  from  the  first  day 
of  September  to  the  30th  of  October  next.  The 
petitioners  ask  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  erect  a 
temporary  building  on  the  driveway  in  Merchants' 
row,  between  Faneuil  and  Quincy  halls;  also  to  be 
allowed  to  erect  a  temporary  platform  and  staircase 
on  Market  square,  at  the  westerly  end  of  Faneuil 
Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  greater  facilities  for- 
admission  to  the  balls  during  the  proposed  exhibi- 
tion. They  also  request  a  hearing  at  an  early  date  in 
explanation  of  the  requests.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

REPORTS   or   CITY   OFFICERS. 

The  following  reports  for  the  quarter  ending  Janu- 
ary 31  were  received: 

SujKrintendent  of  Faneuil  Ucdl  Market.  Cash  re- 
ceived—for rent  of  stalls,  $13,339  50;  for  cellars, 
$6920  25;  permanent  outside  stands,  $693  75;  fees 
for  weighing  at  market  scales,  $211  53;  rent  of  stalls 
in  new  market,  $3792;  for  cellars  in  do.,  $1899:  India 
wharf  market,  $.346  87;  Christmas  stands  paid  for 
trees,  $30  62.  Total,  $27,233  52:  all  of  which  has 
been  paid  into  the  treasury.  The  report  was  ordered 
placed  on  file. 

City  Clerk.  Cash  received— for  recording  mort- 
gages, etc.,  $731;  licenses  for  intelligence  office,  $4; 
for  auctioneers,  $66;  billiard  saloons,  $1.58;  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  in  1873,  $86  96;  sale  of  old  ballots,  etc., 
$3  52;  record  of  goods  found,  $0  25.  Total  receipts, 
$1049  73;  all  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  City 
Treasurer.    The  report  was  sent  down. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
City  Registrar  was  received: 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1873  was  9659, 
an  increase  of  389  over  the  number  recorded  during 
the  preceding  year.  Certificate  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage issued  in  1873  was  4549,  an  increase  of  126  over 
the  number  issued  iH  1872.  There  were  3883  mar- 
riages recorded  during  the  same  period ;  121  more 
than  were  registered  during  the  preceding  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  1873  was  7869,  a  decrease  of  221. 
The  usual  detailed  reports,  with  explanatory  tables, 
will  be  submitted  to  the  City  Council  at  an  early 
day.    Tne  report  was  sent  down. 

SPECIAL    ELECTION  IN   WARD   THREE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Speaker  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  that  by  vote  of  the 
House,  the  seat  of  John  Tewksbury,  in  said  House, 
has  been  vacated,  and  Tuesday,  the  10th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, appointed  as  the  time  for  an  election  to  fill 
said  vacancy.  The  communication  was  placed  on 
file. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  issued  for  the  meeting 
of  the  legal  voters  in  Ward  No.  3,  in  this  city,  on 
Tuesday,  the  10th  day  of  B'ebruary,  at  eleven  o'clock 
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A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one 
Eepret-entative  to  the  present  General  Court  from  the 
Third  District  of  Suffolk.    The  polls  to  be  kept  open 
till  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  cancel  the  lease  held  by  Thomas  W.  Car- 
ter of  the  buildings  on  a  part  of  the  City  Hospital 
wharf,  and  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  make  a  new  lease  to  said  Carter  of  build- 
ings and  land  (37,027  square  feet),  for  a  term  of  ei?ht 
years  from  January -1,  1874,  for  the  sum  of  $3250,  on 
certain  condiiious.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Lamps  to  contract 
from  time  to  time  during  this  municipal  year  for 
lamp  posts,  brackets  and  other  supplies  and  materials 
for  his  department.     Passed. 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  F.  Hunnewell,  Daniel  McDavitt, 
Company  C,  First  Battalion  Cavalry,  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment,  and  remonstrance  of  J.  A.  Turner 
et  al.,  severally  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  (lea-e  to  withdraw)  of  Committee  on 
Claims,  on  petition  of  William  Hannon  to  be  paid 
for  persona!  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
highway  on  Meeting-House  Hill.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  the  City  Surveyor  to  purchase 
necessary  supplies  and  material  for  his  department. 
Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northampton- 
street  District  to  exercise  all  the  powers  in  relation 
to  Suffolk-street  District,  which  were  conferred  on 
the  committee  for  1873.    Passed. 

Report  from  Committee  On  Streets  recommending 
a  reference  to  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the 
subject  of  extension  of  Parker  street.  The  board 
concurred  in  the  reference. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  connecting  Farm  Pond  with  Lake  Co- 
chituate,  and  of  building  a  conduit  from  said  lake  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.     Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  adding  to  Mystic  Pond  a  further  supply 
of  water  by  connecting  said  pond  with  Concord  or 
other  rivers.    Passed. 

Report  ef  the  Commissioner  on  Cambridge  bridges. 
(City  Doc.  No.  16  )    Placed  on  file. 

Report  and  orders  to  allow  |1200  for  repairs  on 
armory  of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry; 
S383  10,  for  repairs  on  armory  of  Company  I,  Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry;  $250,  for  repairs  on  headquar- 
ters of  First  Battalion  Light  Artillery.  Passed— 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

ELECTIONS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  of  committees  nominating  William  H. 
Bradley  for  Superintendent  of  Sewers;  Robert  W. 
Hall,  Supeiintendcnt  of  Public  Lands;  John  Galvin, 
Superintendent  of  Common,  etc. ;  William  F.Davis, 
Water  Registrar:  Charles  Harris,  Superintendent  of 
Streets;  James  C.  Tucker,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings;  John  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor;  and  Alvah 
H.  Peters,  City  Messenger,  came  from  the  Common 
Council  accepted.  The  Board  concurred,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  various  city  oflScers,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

City  Messenger.  Aldermen  BigeloiV  and  Hall  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the 
votes,  and  they  reported  that  Alvah  H.  Peters  had  re- 
ceived twelve  votes,  and  was  unanimously  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  Solicitor.  Aldermen  Prescott  and  Brooks 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  yotes Vi 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  P.Healy  had 10 

G.  A.  Somerby 1 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Healy  was  declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Builings.  Alderman 
Emery  and  Cutter  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that 
James  C.  Tucker  had  received  twelve  votes,  and  he 
was  declared  unanimously  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Superintendent  of  Streets.  Aldermen  Cutter  and 
Worthineton  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  Tney  reported  that  Charles  Harris 
had  received  12  votes ;  and  he  was  declared  unani- 
mously elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Water  Registrar.  Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Hall  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  that  William  F.  Davis  had  received  12 
votes,  and  he  was  declared  unanimously  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 


Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds — 
Alderman  Harris  and  Alderman  Power  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect;  and  count  votes, 
and  they  reported  that  J«hn  Galviu  had  received 
twelve  votes.  He  was  declared  unanimously  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Superintendent  of  Seivers — Aldermen  Worthington 
and  Emery  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  that  William  H. 
Bradley  had  received  ten  votes  and  there  were  two 
blanks.  He  was  declared  unanimously  elected  on 
thfi  Dart  of  the  Board 

Superintendent  of  Public  Xa/irfs— Aldermen  Emery 
and  Peters  were  appouted  a  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes,  and  they  reported  that  Robert  W.  Hall 
had  received  twflve  votes.  He  was  declared  unani- 
mously elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Clerk  of  Co?nmittees.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Har- 
ris were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes,  and  they  reported  that  James  M.  Bugbee  had 
received  twelve  votes.  He  was  declared  unanimously 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  RegMrar.  Aldermen  Stebbius  and  Harris 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported  that  N.  A.  Apollonio  had  re- 
ceived twelve  votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

Assessors  of  Taxes.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Power 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.     They  rei)orted  as  follows- 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  olioice 7 

Thomas  Hills 11 

Ben.iainin  Cuehlng 11 

Horace  Smit h 10 

1  homas  J.  Bancroft 12 

DaBiel  H.  W  hituey 8 

Benjamiu  F.  Palmer 7 

and  Messrs.  Hills,  Cushing,  Smith,  Bancroft  and 
Whitney  were  declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate 
for  Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  election  of  Albe 
C.  Clark.  The  report  was  accepted  a.id  the  Board 
proceeded  to  an  election.  Aldermen  Worthington 
and  Stebbins  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Albe  C.  Clark 
had  received  twelve  votes,  and  he  was  declared  unani- 
mously elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

smith's   RIDING  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  took  up 
the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being  Alder- 
man Power's  motion  to  substitute,  for  Aldermaa 
Worthington's  motion  "leave  to  withdraw,"  on  peti- 
tion of  J.  M.  Smith,  for  a  riding-school  stable  in  rear 
of  1043  Washington  street,  an  order  granting  leave  to 
said  Smith  to  erect  such  a  stable  of  brick,  for  sixty- 
four  hojses,  etc. 

Alderman  Worthington — When  this  subject  came 
up  last  week,  it  was  comparatively  new  to  me.  1  had 
had  but  very  little  opportunity  to  investigate  it,  but 
since  then  I  have  been  to  the  locality  and  have  ob- 
tained some  figures  and  facts  which  I  think  this  Board 
of  Aldermen  should  have  before  they  vote  upon  the 
question  now  before  us.  As  I  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, it  is  proposed  to  put  this  stable  on  a  square 
formed  by  Washington  and  Groton  streets,  Shawmut 
avenue,  Medford  court,  and  Briggs's  place.  The  lot 
fronts  on  Washington  street,  is  206  feet  deep,  and  has 
109  feet  on  Briggs's  place  in  the  rear.  It  is  proposed 
to  put  up  a  building  103  feet  square,  and  63  feet  high, 
with  four  stories.  That  building  will  be  placed  as 
near  to  the  adjacent  buildings  as  it  can  be  without 
disturbing  the  abutters'  walls.  On  the  sides  the  wall 
will  be  within  21  inches  of  the|abutters',  and  within  38 
feet  of  the  brick  buildings  in  front.  On  the  front 
lot  there  is  already  a  building  five  stories  high,  and 
sixty-five  feet  deep,  and  the  passage  from  the  front 
to  the  rear  is  by  an  archway  eleven  feet  four  inches 
in  width.  There  will  be  two  double  windows  in  the 
basement  story,  fronting  "n  Briggs  place;  there  are 
to  be  two  double  windows  and  a  door  on  the  first 
story,  I  think,  and  on  the  second  and  third  stories 
there  are  two  double  windows,  while  on  the  fourth 
story  there  will  be  four  large  windows,  running  the 
whole  length  across.  On  each  end  there  will  be  seven- 
ty-five windows,  thirty  of  which  will  have  small 
lights,  and  the  remainder  will  be  large  windows,  to 
be  raised  up  and  down.  The  front  will  be  filled  up 
with  windows  and  doors.  The  question  for  us  today 
is,  to  decide  how  great  a  nuisance  a  stable  of  this 
kind  will  be.  That  it  is  a  nuisance  is  decided  by  the 
law,  which  says  that  no  one  shall  erect  a  sta- 
ble or  keep  horses  in  a  stable  without  get- 
ting a  permit  from  the  city.  That  fixes  the  fact 
that    it    is    a    nuisance,    a    disadvantage    to    the 
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neisfhborhood,  that  it  dutcriorates  the  vahie  of  prop- 
erty, and  that  ii  JH  imhi-altliful.  I  fav  it  tixe!*  that 
fact;  olhiTwisc,  why  have  thu  hiwy  Why  not  allow 
them  to  put  liorses  into  any  hiiililiiif;?  Wliy  inalte 
any  law  al)oiit  itv  So,  the  jxiiiit  l)ciii{^  settled,  ihat 
it  is  a  nuisance,  and  that  it  does  deteriorate  the 
value  of  property,  it  is  for  us  to  decide  how  much 
of  a  unisance  it  i^'.  Von  will  l)ear  in  mind  that  on 
each  side,  within  twenty  inches  of  tlie  ahntters, 
there  are  two  Muall  stahles,  and  I  cannot  c  imieive  of 
a  greater  nuisance  to  the  abutters  than  that.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  alone  is  sutlicient  rea- 
son for  this  Board  to  say  that  a  stable  shall 
DOt  be  put  into  that  building.  I  understand 
that  t'ue  huildiuiT  can  be  built,  but  this  Board 
should  say  that  horiies  shall  not  he  put  into  a 
stable  so  near  to  dwelling  houses  as  these  are.  Ke- 
member,  sir,  that  when  once  a  permit  is  given,  that 
after  the  horses  get  into  this  ftable,  they  will  tell 
you  that  they  can  do  as  they  have  a  mind  to,  so  long 
as  they  do  not  make  such  a  nuisance  that  the  Board 
of  Health  will  tell  them  to  remove  it.  What  are  the 
facts  in  this  case?  There  are  the  small  stables  which 
are  full  now.  The  petitioner  comes  here  and  says 
that  unless  we  allow  him  to  put  all  his  horses  into 
the  new  building,  he  will  put  them  into  the  small 
brick  stable.  Instead  of  tnat  small  stable,  do  you 
propose  to  allow  him  to  have  a  large  stable,  about  a 
hundred  feet  square,  in  which  he  intends  to  put  six- 
ty-four horses,  and  then  to  come  here  and  say,  "I 
want  128  horses,  or  l.^S;— I  have  sixty-four  now, 
what  are  the  objections  to  the  remainder?"  The 
Board  would  be  very  likely  to  say  they  do  not  see  any 
objection  to  having  the  remainder.  He  has  just 
got  them  there  and  we  cannot  help  it.  Now,  sir, 
the  question  is  as  to  the  amount  of  nuisance  or 
damage  to  the  neighborhood.  That  it  is  a  nuisance, 
no  one  will,  I  think,  for  a  moment  question.  The 
amount  of  nuisance  is  for  us  to  decide.  That  I  might 
more  easily  decide  the  question.  I  went  to  a  gentle- 
man at  the  South  End,  who  owns  a  large  amount  of 
real  estate,  and  asked  him  if  we  allowed  tne  Brig- 
ham  hwirs  to  build  a  stable  there,  as  they  proposed, 
would  it  be  a  disadvantage  to  the  neighborhood,  to  the 
dwelling  houses,  and  he  responded  at  ouce,  "To 
some  of  the  houses  it  would  be  a  damage  of  fifty  per 
cent.,  to  all  of  them,  twenty-five  per  cent."  I  then 
asked  another  gentleman,  who  is  a  hi'-ge  real  estate 
buyer  and  seller,  what  the  damage  would  be, 
and  he  responded  at  once,  "twenty-five  per 
cent."  I  then  called  upon  one  of  the  asses- 
sors of  the  city,  who  is  a  dealer  in  real  es- 
tate, and  an  auctioneer,  and  asked  him  how  much 
damace  it  would  cause  to  place  a  stable  in  that  vicin- 
ity. His  response,  at  once,  was,  "I  cannot  sell  a 
house  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  stable  for  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  of  what  it  would  bring  if  it  were 
clear  away  from  anything  like  a  stable."  After 
learning  this,  I  have  made  up  my  mind  that  this  sta- 
ble would  beat  least  a  damage  of  twenty  five  per 
cent,  to  the  houses  in  the  vicinity.  This  board  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  gentlemen  who  live  in  these 
houses  are  mostly  of  the  middle  class  who  are  able  to 
buy  houses  worth  only  from  ?ix  to  seven  thousand 
dollars,  and  then,  by  mortgaging  it  back  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  purchase  money ;  that  they  have  lived 
there  for  the  last  twenty-five  years;  that  some 
have  quite  a  number  of  children,  and  that  they 
cannot  afford  to  sell  their  houses  and  go  some- 
where else,  as  if  they  were  of  the  richer  clasees. 
They  are  of  the  class  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  protect  from  nuisances.  I  never  trouble  my- 
self about  a  rich  man,  for  he  can  take  care  of  him- 
self. Any  man  who  has  got  money  ennugh  can  take 
care  of  himself,  but  one  who  has  labored  from  day  te 
day  is  the  man  we  are  called  upon  to  protect  in  his 
rights.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  protect  him. 
Those  are  the  men  who  live  in  these  narrow  courts 
and  streets;  they  come  to  us  and  ask  us  to  protect 
their  property.  They  will  be  obliged  to  sell  at  a  sac- 
rifice, or  move  away,  or  risk  the  health  of  their  wives 
and  children.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
effect  that  this  stable  will  have  upon  this  property, so 
far  as  the  city  is  concerned.  The  whole  amount  tax- 
ed upon  this  property  in  the  square,  between  Wash- 
ington street  and  the  other  streets  named,  is  $4.50,91)0; 
of  this  amount  $100,000  are  taxed  to  the  Brigham 
heirs,  and  there  are  10,700  feet  of  land, with  the  stores 
in  front.  The  10.900  feet  in  the  rear  lot  is  taxed  al 
$1  50  a  foot,  or  $10,400  for  the  entire  land  that  it  is 
proposed  to  build  this  stable  upon.  The  buildings 
are  now  taxed  for  five  thousand  dollars.  Now,  sir, 
you  deduct  from  that  the  four  houses  on  Washington 
street,  that  will  not  be  damaged  so  much  as  those  in 
the  rear,  and  you  have  $248,900  of  property  that  will 
be  damaged  twenty-five  per  cent.— so  that  the  dam- 
age to  the  taxable  property  in  this  immediate 
vicinity  will  be  $62,22.5.  I  think  we  need  go  no 
further  than  that,  and  say  that  the  interest  of  the 


city  demands  that  we  shall  not  allow  horses  to  go 
into  this  place.  There  is  one  tiling  more  that  I 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to,  and  it  is  in 
response  to  what  the  Alderman  said  on  last  .Monday 
in  regard  to  tlie  petitioners.  He  read  to  you  the 
names  of  the  ladies  who  petitioned  in  aid  of  this 
stable.  I  have  looked  to  see  where  these  ladies  live 
who  are  so  interested  to  have  a  riding  school.  I  will 
read  to  you  the  location  of  their  residences — 
Pinckney  street,  Beacon,  Walnut,  Chestnut, 
Mount  Vejnon,  Brimmer.  West  Cedar,  Arling- 
ton, Berkeley,  Newbury  and  Boylston  streets.  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  Ashburtou  place,  Chester  square, 
and  Hancock  street.  But  one  of  these  petitioners 
lives  within  a  mile  of  this  stable — pure,  disinter- 
ested friendship  for  Mr.  Smith!  Ana  there  is  not 
one  of  those  ladies,  who,  if  you  had  a^ked  to  put  a 
stable  within  a  thousand  feet  of  her  house,  would 
have  scorned  you.  Now,  sir,  in  retjard  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  petitioners,  it  if  precisely  the  same; 
there  is  hardly  one  who  is  within  a  mile  of  this 
place.  They  are  on  Beacon  and  Arlington  streets, — 
and  the  places  of  residence  arc  given  in  the  same 
way  through  the  petiti(m— these  petitioners  all  live 
quite  a  distance  from  where  the  stable  is -not  less 
than  a  mile.  Now,  sir,  I  have  here  the  remon- 
strances of  two  hundred  residents  of  the  vicinity. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  ask  whether  these  re- 
monstrances were  ever  presented  to  the  present  City 
Government. 

Alderman  W^orthingtou— They  were  presented  to 
the  committee  and  were  considered  by  them. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  ask  whether  they  can 
properly  be  brought  before  the  Board  now. 

The  Chairman — The  remonstrances  are  not  before 
the  Board,  and  are  not  a  proper  subject  for  argument 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  wanted  to  say  that  there 
are  296  remonstrants,  and  some  of  the  letters  are 
painful  tf  read.  For  instance,  one  man  says,  "I  have 
a  wife  and  five  children;  I  should  be  obliged  to  move 
out  of  the  house  if  the  stable  comes  in  here; 
I  should  be  afraid  to  remain  here,  for  fear 
of  the  health  of  my  children."  Dr.  John  Flint  of 
No.  1  Union  Park,  says,  "I  coincide  with  the  views 
[of  the  remonstrants],  and  am  satisfied  that  a  stable 
located  in  such  proximity  to  the  dwelling  tiouses  in 
Briggs  place  and  Medford  court,  would  be  a  serious 
injury  to  the  health  of  those  dwelling  in  these 
courts."  Here  is,  a'so,  a  remonstrance  from  the 
occupants  of  Williams  Market,  and  there  are  many 
others  of  like  tenor.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  say,  but  to  hope  that  this  substitut« 
order  should  not  pass,  because  I  think  it  would  be  a 
serious  disadvantage  to  the  city  for  taxable  property, 
and  a  detriment  to  the  large  number  of  people  living 
in  that  section.  We  should  protect  them,  just  as  is 
provided  for  by  this  very  law.  The  have  no  course 
left  but  to  come  here  and  claim  protection  for  them- 
selves, their  wives  and  their  children.  I  think  we 
should  refuse  to  pass  this  substitute  order. 

Alderman  Power — If  one  fortieth  part  is  true  of 
what  the  Alderman  wishes  to  convey,  I  do  not  see 
how  any  of  us  ever  reached  the  age  which  permits  us 
to  occupy  these  chairs,  for  I  believe  quite  a  number 
of  us  have  had  a  little  something  to  do  with  a  farm, 
or  were  born  and  brought  up  in  the  neighborhood  of 
stables,  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  have  lived  beyond 
infancy  if  the  effect  of  stables  is  so  bad  as  he  would 
have  us  believe.  Now,  the  Alderman  says,  here  is  a 
question  for  us  to  settle.  I  take  his  entire  argument 
and  I  say  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  made  in  favor  of 
the  erection  of  this  stable  there.  He  says  the  whoje 
property  is  assessed  at  $400,000,  of  which  the  heirs 
of  William  Brigham  own  one-quarter.  Now,  who  is 
to  suffer?  Whatever  the  dam  ige  will  be,  William 
Brigham's  heirs  will  suffer  one-fourth  of  the 
whole.  Yet,  the  gentleman  says,  that  should  settle 
the  question.  He  believes  ttiat  the  heirs  of 
William  Brigham  have  a  love  for  money  just  as  much 
as  men  of  business  geutrally  have;  and  would  not 
they  be  the  last  to  do  anything  to  injure  their  prop- 
erty? Are  they  going,  wilfully,  to  sacrifice  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  their  properly?  Why,  sir,  it  is  the 
very  best  argument  in  the  world  why  they  should  be 
permitted  to  have  this  stable  there.  But  the  gentle- 
man, with  his  very  limited  knowledge  of  city  affairs, 
says  the  fact  that  they  have  to  cotne  here  to  get  a 
permit  is  proof  that  it  is  a  nuisance.  Why,  a  man 
cannot  build  a  woodshed  without  coming  here  to  get 
a  permit.  He  has  stated  the  places  where  those 
ladies  live;  well,  there  is  no  place  in  the  city  where 
stables  are  thicker  than  on  Beacon  street,  aud  yet 
land  is  $12  a  foot.  This  is  too  good  a  place  for  resi- 
dences, and  they  must  give  way  for  buriness.  I 
would  not  vote  for  or  tolerate  a  stable  there  did  I  not 
feel  certain  that  the  laud  is  worth  more  for  business, 
and  I  did  not  think  the  people  owning  property  there 
would  be  greatly  benefited  pecuniarily.      Now,   as  I 
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have  said,  a  first-class  ustablishment  of  this  kind  is 
just  as  much  a  ne;essity  in  the  community  as  dwell- 
ings, and  I  say  it  will  tend  to  enhance  the  value  of 
the  property  there.  And  no  better  argument  can  be 
used  than  the  mere  fact  that  the  heirs  of  William 
Krigham  own  a  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
property  there,  and  they  certainly  cannot  wish  to  do 
anything  that  will  injure  their  property.  The  Alder- 
man has  no  right  to  assume  what  the  petitioner  may 
do  after  he  obtains  this  permit;  he  has  no  right  to  go 
beyond  this  petition.  There  is  a  stable  there  now  in 
which  he  has  the  privilege  of  keeping  more  horses 
than  the  number  named  in  the  petition.  They  pro- 
pose to  build  a  first-class  stable  there,  with  all  the 
modern  improvements,  and  to  take  the  horses  out 
of  this  old  structure  and  put  them  into  the  new  one. 
They  have  got  their  stables  already  and  can  keep 
their  horses  there.  They  have  that  right,  and  the 
City  Solicitor  has  informed  this  Board  that  when 
they  have  that  right  already,  it  cannot  be  taken  away 
unless  they  are  proven  to  be  a  nuisance.  The  neigh- 
bors have  not  yet  proved  the  stables  to  be  a  nuisance. 
In  regard  to  the  remonstrants  to  whom  the  Alderman 
has  refeired,  I  suppose  it  is  known  to  this  Beard  that 
the  owners  of  that  land  have  been  trying  for  years  to 
get  permission  to  put  up  a  new  building  there.  The 
owners  of  this  property  have  made  up  their  minds 
that  residences  will  not  pay  them  so  well  as  a  build- 
ing constructed  for  business  purposes.  They 
have  repeatedly  tried  to  get  permission  to  erect 
a  building  for  mechanical  purposes,  but  th« 
owners  of  adjacent  property  have  come  here 
and  remonstrated  against  everything  that  has 
been  attempted.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  it  has  got  to 
be  a  sort  of  persecution.  The  owners  of  land  about 
there  have  always  had  light  and  air,  and  they  know 
that,  anything  that  is  built  there  will  shut  out  the 
light.  If  a  dwelling  house  is  built,  that  will  doit. 
The  Alderman  stated  that  the  building  was  to  be 
sixty  feet  in  height,  when  it  is  to  be  not  over  fifty 
feet. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  wish  to  correct  the  Al- 
derman. I  had  the  statement  from  the  architect  that 
the  plans  had  been  changed,  and  that  the  building  is 
to  be  sixty  feet  in  height. 

Alderman  Power — I  presume  it  is  no  use  to  waste 
time.  Members  of  this  Board  have  been  on  the 
ground  and  have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  pro- 
priety ol  granting  or  refusing  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. I  suppose  that  they  all  understand  the 
condition  of  the  premises  and  the  existence  of  the 
stables,  and  I  hope  that  most  of  them  have  seen  the 
plans  of  the  building  that  is  proposed  to  be  put 
there.  I  shall  therefore  take  up  no  further  time  up- 
on the  subject.  I  hope  the  order  granting  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  will  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  far  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  vote  w^as  taken  on  Alderman  Power's  substi- 
tute order  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and 
it  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

The  question  recurred  on  Alderman  w  orthington's 
motion  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  yeas  and 
nays  weie  ordered,  and  the  motion  prevailed— 8  for, 
4  against,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,   Power — J. 

KEPORTS   AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  petitions  of  J.  &  H.  K.  Os- 
born  et  al.,  for  the  repeal  of  the  order  passed  Jan.  19, 
1874,  for  the  removal  of  projecting  signs  on  the 
"Burnt  District,"  and  the  petition  of  Lewis,  Brown 
&  Co.,  ef.  al.,  for  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  order. 
The  committee,  having  given  a  full  hearing  to  the 
petitioners  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  having 
fully  considered  the  subject,  would  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  for  the  repeal  of  the  order  have  leave 
to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Brooks,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  reported  an 
order  authorizing  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  the 
Boston  Gaslight  Company  to  build  a  coal  elevator  on 
their  wharf  on  Commercial  street,  according  to  their 
petition  referred  to  said  committee,  and  an  applica- 
tion on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  The  order  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Emery  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 

Committee  on  Public   Buildings,  on   the  requests  of 

he  Board  of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Buildings, 


for  additional  office  room.  The  committee  find  not 
only  the  departments  named  in  want  of  more  room, 
but  others  in  the  City  Hall  in  a  like  situation.  In 
order  that  the  committee  may  have  some  comprehen- 
sive plan  of  action  upon  which  all  the  departments 
seeking  relief  may  be  accommodated,  they  recom-. 
mend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  consider  >'.nd  report  some  plan  for 
the  relief  of  the  various  departments  now  occupying 
City  Hall,  and  requiring  more  room  and  facilities  for 
city  business. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hams— 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  of  Charlestown  passed 
an  order,  Dec.  22,  1873,  to  pay  the  members  of  the 
police  of  that  city  the  amounts  which  they  paid  for 
their  badges  when  they  return  them,  and  to  carry 
into  effect  said  order,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  allow  for 
payment  the  amount  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
requirements  of  said  order  of  the  late  City  Council 
of  Charlestown,  upon  the  delivery  to  him  of  the 
aforesaid  badges,  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
place  the  badges  received  by  him  in  the^charge^of^the 
Chief-of-Police— said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Municipal 
Court  for  the  Charlestown  District,  and  serve  such 
processes,  precepts  and  orders  as  may  be  committed 
to  them,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  beginning  at  the  date  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Alderman  Harris— This,  order  is  submitted  from 
the  fact  that  the  Judge  there  has  designated  three 
offlcers  which  seems  to  be  essential  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  order  of  the  court.  This  matter  has 
been  considered  by  the  committee,  and  althouijh  it  is 
$600  more  than  the  officers  of  the  Southern  District 
at  the  Highlands  have,  nevertheless  we  think  it  is 
sufficient  work  for  the  money.  There  is  a  different 
class  of  people  there,  and  there  are  more  of  them. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  would  inquire  whether  it  is 
any  increase  from  what  the  city  of  Charlestown 
paid. 

Aiderman  Harris— It  comes  under  another  law. 
The  officers  there  were  provided  for  by  Middlesex 
County,  and  I  don't  think  the  city  of  Charlestown 
wag  ever  called   upon  to  pay  anything  for  them. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  order  was  laid 
over  for  one  week. 

On  (notion  of  Alderman  Harris- 
Ordered,  That  until  the  first  day  of  May  next,  all 
expenses  arising  from  the  care  and  superintendence 
of  the  Maiden  Bridge,  including  the  lighting  of  the 
lamps  thereon,  be  paid  from  the  funds  now  in  the 
hands  of  Linus  E.  Pearson  (late  City  Treafurer  of 
Charlestown),  which  are  held  by  him  for  such  pur- 
poses, whenever  bills  therefor  shall  be  presented  to 
him  properly  allowed  and  certified  by  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  why  the  first  of  May  was 
specially  named  in  the  order. 

Alderman  Harris— I  understand  that  the  financial 
year  expires  on  the  ;30th  of  April.  The  late  Treasurer 
of  Charlestown  has  a  trust  fund  on  hand  for  this 
bridge,  and  it  is  intended  to  pay  for  these  repairs  out 
of  that  fund,  by  which  the  city  treasury  will  be  re- 
lieved so  much. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Buildings,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
members  of  the  Social  Law  Library  for  the  use  of 
an  additional  room  in  the  Court  House.  The  com- 
mittee find  that  the  room  desired  has  been  assigned 
for  other  purposes,  and  they  therefore  report  that 
action  at  present  is  inexpedient.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  Thomas  P.  Drohan,  to  give  concert  at  Wait's  Hall, 
February  17;  P.  Connolly  «<«/.,  for  transfer  of  wagon 
licenses;  George  R.  Presby,  for  hack  stand  a'  corner 
of  Franklin  and  Congress  streets;  Jacob  Geib,  for  a 
billiard  license  at  corner  of  Stoughtou  and  Hudson 
streets.  Ward  16;  E.  V.  S.  Williamson,  for  licen»e  as 
an  auctioneer  at  79:3  Washington  street;  William  B. 
Haynes,  for  transfer  of  hack  license;  John  Harrison, 
for  pawnbroker's  license  at  No.  1  Garland  street; 
M.  Stalkowski,  for  pawnbroker's  license  at  19:31  Wash- 
ington street;  Myer  Abrahams,  for  pawnbroker's 
license  at  18  Salem  street;  F.  Kolbach,  12  Oak  street, 
C.  L.  Belier,  18  Hayward  place,  and  Daniel  Connolly, 
379  Hanover  street,  for  victualler's  license;  Jobs 
Pay,  1592  Washington  street,  and  F.  S.  Wright.  City 
Point,  for  innholder's  license.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave   to  withdraw  on   applicatien   of  M.  H. 
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Farnnm,    Rirer   street,    Mattapan,   for   Tictualler's 
license.     Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  PieBcott— 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Building! 
be  authorized  to  funiith  additional  temporary  accorn- 
modationB  for  the  Lewis  School;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhousee,  Pub- 
lic Buildings 
Passed. 

Alderman  Prescott.  from  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets, rei)orted  in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of 
George  W.  Squire  for  leave  to  transfer  to  Edward  D. 
Kimball  one-half  of  lease  of  stalls  Nos.  37  and  39  and 
cellar  No.  7  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streeti, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Nicliergon  to  be 
paid  for  land  taken  to  widen  Heath  street,  that  as  the 
records  of  the  former  city  of  Roxbury  show  the  land 
referred  to  as  taken  into  Heath  street  to  have  beea 
no  pan  of  the  petitioner's  property,  action  on  th« 
petition  is  unnecessary.  Accepted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris, 
Ordered,  That  the  order  of  this  Board,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1873,  to  pay  T.  H.  Parker  and  others 
$5523  35,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  widening  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  of  December  11, 1872,  be  and  the  same  hereby 
18  rescinded,  the  claim  having  been  entered  and  set- 
tled in  court. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Edward  E.  Salisbury,  $104,000,  widening  of  Wash- 
ington and  Summer  streets. 

John  B.  Alley,  $210,  widening  Seaverns  avenue  by 
the  town  of  West  Roxbury. 

Rt.  Rev.  John  J.  Williams,  $3163  76,  widening  Har- 
rison avenue. 

William  Miuot,  trustee,  $5589,  widening  Federal 
street. 

Heirs  Nathaniel    Snow,  $5980,  widening  Federal 
Btreet. 
Severally  passed. 

Alderman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Joshua  Benson,  Hiram  Johnson,  John  Thomas,  S.  S. 
Siddell,  and  C.  Menslage,  to  occupy  stables;  and 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  William  H.  Bennett 
for  same.  Severally  accepted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 
Ordered.  That  the  members  of  this  Board  appoint- 
ed to  constitute  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries  be  ap- 
pointed the  Committee  on  the  City  Registrar's  De- 
partment. 

Alderman  Stebbins— After  a  careful  examination  of 
the  ordinance  establishing  a  Board    of  Health,  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter 
of   burials  properly  belongs  to  that  board,  and  this 
order  is  offered  in  view  of  that  opinion. 
The  order  was  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 
Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  oi  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  be,  and  they  are  hereby  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  so  much  of  section  twenty-three  as  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  cemeteries, 
and  insert  in  place  thereof  "a  committee  on  the  City 
Registrar's  Department, 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  be  appointed  to  act  as  a 
standing  committee  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery. 

Alderman  Stebbins— At  present  there  is  no  com- 
mittee to  look  after  the  affairs  of  Cedar  Grove   Cem- 
etery, and  it  was  thought  that  the  Committee  on 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  should  have  the  power  to  do 
so. 
The  order  was  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 
Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land,  together  with  the 
buildings  thereon  standing,  and  known  as  the  Poor 
House  Farm,  in  Ward  19,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Alderman  Stebbins— In  connection  with  this  order 
1  would  state  that  this  piece  of  property  is  in  no- 
body's charge  now.    A  party  is  occupying  the  house, 
but  nobody  has  charge  of  the  land. 
The  order  was  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall— 
-  Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  McLaughlin 
and  others,  for  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  portions 
of  East  Dedham  and  Hamburg  streets,  be  taken  from 
the  flies  of  1870,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  $26  41  be  refunded. to  Warren  Lin- 
coln, on  account  of  erroneous  assessment  for  sewer 


in  Prescott  street;  also,  that  $35  02  be  abated  from 
Arioch  Wentworth,  for  a  sewer  in  Buckingham 
street,  and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Ar- 
nold D  F.  Brown;  also,  that  $38  42  be  abated  from 
Francis  M.  Harlnett  for  a  sewer  in  Summer  street, 
and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  James  M.  Bar- 
nard; also,  that  $207  63  be  abated  from  Albert  T. 
Stearns  for  a  sewer  on  Walnut  street. 
Passed. 

CITY   PROPERTT   IN    WARD   NINETEEN. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  ordered  by  the  City 
Council  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
building  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  in  Ward  19,  is 
occupied;  also  as  to  the  expediency  of  selling  tke 
same,  reported  that  they  found  that  the  building  is 
occupied  at  present  as  a  hotel,  the  proprietor  being  a 
tenant  at  will. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  the  sale  of  the  land  or 
buildings  at  present  expedient  from  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  probability  that  the  stable  will  be  required 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Health  and  Paving  de- 
partments, and  a  portion  of  the  hotel  building  for 
the  use  of  the  Police  Department;  also,  there  are 
street  improvements  and  extensions  of  the  same  in 
progress  in  that  neighborhood  which  contemplate 
the  taking  of  a  portion  of  the  land  contained  in  the 
hotel  lot.  The  committee  recommended  the  closing 
of  the  hotel  forthwith,  as  set  forth  in  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  notify  the  present  oecupant  of  the 
city  building  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  to 
vacate  said  premises  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
April,  1874. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  Board  to  close 
that  hotel  before  the  first  day  of  April. 

Alderman  Emery — In  answer  to  the  Alderman  I 
would  state  that  it  is  generally  considered  that  when 
parties  pay  their  rent  monthly  they  are  obliged  to 
have  a  month's  notice  from  the  time  when  they  pay 
their  rent.  That  is  the  general  rule,  but  there  are 
exceptional  cases  where  the  title  to  property  changes; 
then  the  occupants  would  at  once  become  subject  to 
removal  without  any  notice;  I  have  taken  no  legal 
advice  on  the  suljject,  but  those  were  the  views  of 
the  committee  as  expressed  in  the  order. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  wish  there  were  some 
way  of  doing  it  before  that  time.  The  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  in  possession  of  property  where  the  law  is  vio- 
lated every  hour  in  the  day.  Our  police  should  close 
it  at  once.  We  should  endeavor  to  find  same  way  or 
other  to  close  up  that  place,  though  I  don't  know 
how  it  can  be  done.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
lay  the  order  upon  the  table  for  one  week. 

Alderman  Peters— There  is  nothing  from  the  com- 
mittee to  show  that  there  is  a  bar  kept  in  the  hotel. 
I  do  not  think  the  question  of  a  bar  being  there  is 
before  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  this 
extraordinary  zeal  just  now  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance, for  the  city  has  allowed  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
other  places  as  well  as  this.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  there  are  bar  rooms  in  (^uincy  Hall  Market, 
where  liquor  is  sold  every  day   in  the  week. 

Alderman  Harris— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  liquor  is  sold  in  Quincy  Market? 

Alderman  Power— Yes,  sir,  I  do.  Why  this 
haste  to  turn  Mr.  Wilson  out?  He  is  just  as 
good  as  any  other  man.  I  think  he  has  been  consid- 
ered a  good  citizen  in  Brighton,  and  has  conformed 
to  the  laws  as  well  as  other  good  citizens  there.  I 
do  not  see  why  ho  should  not  be  treated  fairly,  and 
have  a  reasonable  time  to  give  him  a  chance  to  moTC 
his  goods  out  of  the  house.  Furthermore,  if  he  pays 
his  rent  monthly  he  cannot  be  put  out. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  said  nothing 
against  Mr.  Wilson;  but  he  is  selling  liquor  anu 
breaking  the  law  every  hour  in  the  day.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  he  should  remain  there  till  the 
first  of  April,  if  he  will  stop  breaking  the  law.  and 
bringing  disgrace  upon  the  city.  Look  at  the  position 
we  are  placed  in.  We  are  liable  to  an  indictment 
any  day  by  the  grand  jury  for  breaking  this  law.  We 
should  stop  breaking  the  law,  and  if  there  is  a  place 
m  Fanueil  Hall  where  the  law  is  broken,  I  will  pledge 
myself  to  go  after  it.  This  is  a  burning  disgrace  to 
the  city  of  Boston 

Alderman  Emery — The  committee  were  under  the 
apprehension  at  the  time  they  made  their  exami- 
nation, and  also  when  they  made  their  report 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  party  keeping 
the  place  such  time  as  the  law  required.  I  appre- 
hend that  if  he  pays  his  rent  monthly,  and  the  city 
or  the  authorities  from  whom  he  hired,  accepts  it,  he 
would  be  entitled  to  that  length  of  time  before  he 
could  be  turned  out.  It  naay  b'e  that  there  has  been 
a  change  of  title,  that  would  make  him  a  trespasser. 
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T  am  well  aware  that  where  property  is  transferred 
from  one  party  to  another,  the  occupant  can  be  put 
out  without  any  notice  at  all.  In  this  case  we  con- 
cluded that  he  was  entitled  to  the  regular  notice,  and 
that  was  recommended.  If  we  can  make  the  time 
shorter  I  have  no  objection. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  in  the  habit  of  doing  the 
city's  business  just  as  I  attend  to  my  own  private 
affairs.  The  gentleman  from  the  Highland  Ward 
seems  to  know  what  kind  of  business  is  done  there. 
I  do  not.  If  I  owned  the  place,  and  should  try  tt»  get 
him  out,  I  should  treat  him  with  some  courtesy.  He 
can  be  indicted,  but  so  long  at,  he  is  not  indicted  we 
can  treat  him  with  courtesy.  I  think  the  report  of 
the  committee  is  a  very  fair  one.  It  is  of  no  use  to 
treat  a  man  discourteously. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  with  Alderman  Cutter. 
This  liquor  question  has  been  brought  before  this 
Board  only  by  the  heart-broken  confessions  of  the 
gentleman  on  my  right.  I  don't  know  why  the  pro- 
prietor should  be  treated  discourteously. 

Alderman  Worthinaton— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  if  he  would  let  a  building  for  the  sale  of 
liquor.  I  assume  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  a  land- 
lord with  tenants  breaking  the  law  every  hour  in  the 
day. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  some  twelve  stores  in  this 
city,  and  I  do  not  let  any  of  them  for  the  sale  of 
liquor.  I  let  them  for  a  less  rent  than  I  would  if  I 
let  them  for  the  sale  of  liquor.  If  I  were  the  city  of 
Boston  I  would  not  let  a  place  for  the  sale  of  liquor. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  place  where  the  law  is  broKen 
every  hour  in  the  day. 

Alderman  Power- 1  stated  that  they  were  selling 
liquor  in  Quincy  Hall  Market.  I  believe  that  ale  and 
cider  are  just  as  much  restricted  by  the  law  as  whiskey 
and  gin.  Therefore  I  class  it  as  breaking  the  law  to 
sell  ale  or  cider  just  as  much  as  the  selling  of  whiskey 
or  gin.  They  sell  both  ale  and  cider  in  Quincy  Hall 
Market. 

The  order  was  passed. 

BEQUESTS    FOR  ADDITIONAt,  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Alderman  Brooks  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  respectfully  represent  that 
an  additional  appropriation  of  three  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars  will  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  department  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial 


year.  The  following  statement  will  show  the  nature 
of  the  expenditures  to  date:  Salaries,  $12,2.')0; 
printing,  stationery  and  advertising,  $1159  96;  fares 
and  tolls.  $389  41;  taking  down  unsafe  walls  after 
fire  of  May  .30,  $744  49;  examination  of  buildings 
with  relation  to  fire  escapes,  $997  50;  horse  keeping 
and  repairs  of  vehicle,  harnets.  etc.,  $683  37;  signs 
for  uni^afe  buildings,  $42  75;  maps,  plans  and  sur- 
veyor's fees,  $201;  expenses  of  committee,  $457  10: 
total,  $16,925  58.  Appropriation,  $16,800;  deficiency, 
$125  58.  The  following  expenditures  were  not  esti- 
mated for  and  included  in  the  annual  appropriation: 
Examination  of  buildings  with  relation  to  fire  es- 
capes, made  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  $997  50; 
taking  down  unsafe  walls  after  fire  of  May  30,  $744  49; 
maps,  plans,  signs  and  surveyor's  fees,  $243  75;  ex- 
tra clerical  assistance,  $450;  exchanging  horse,  $100; 
printing  digest  of  laws  and  ordinance,  and  extra  print- 
ing occasioned  by  alteration  in  Building  law,  $.349  35; 
expense  of  committee,  $457 10-  total,  $3,342  19. 
Your  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully  ask 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  three  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
department  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston— The 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  respect- 
fully request  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  be  made  to  defray  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  House  of  Correction  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  During  the  past  summer,  owing  to  a 
change  in  one  ef  the  contracts  for  labor  of  prisoners, 
it  became  necessary  to  purchase  an  additional  num- 
ber of  sewing  machines  for  the  proper  employment 
of  the  prisoners,  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
The  average  number  of  prisoners  in  the  institution 
since  May  1,  1873,  has  been  513  against  an  average  of 
406  for  the  previous  financial  year,  being  an  increase 
of  27  per  cent.  The  increased  cost  of  subsistence 
alone  for  this  enlarged  number  has  been  $6600,  and 
this  amount,  together  with  the  cost  of  the  sewing 
machines,  has  so  far  reduced  the  appropriation  as  to 
render  necessary  this  request  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriatioo.  Respectfully, 

„  ^  J.  P.  Bradlek,  President. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    5,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard  of  Ward  4.  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Lucy  Hartshorn,  William  Burns,  Wal- 
ter Everett  (Colonel  Fifth  Infantry),  and  Company 
K,  First  Infantry,  and  notice  from  Mitchell  &  Smith, 
severally  referred ;  and  invitation  from  N.  P.  Banks 
Veteran  Corps,  to  attend  a  lecture,  accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company  to  be 
anthorized  to  build  a  coal  elevator  upon  their  wharf 
on  Commercial  street.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  additional  temporary  accommo- 
dations to  be  provided  for  the  Lewis  School. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— As  these  accommodations 
are  needed  immediately  for  a  grammar  class  just  pro- 
moted from  the  primary  schools,  I  move  a  gnspen- 
sion  of  the  rules  that  the  order  may  take  its  second 
reading. 

The  rules  were  suspended — 41  for,  0  against,  and 
the  order  was  passed. 

Order  that  the  Committee  on  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery be  appointed  to  act  as  a  standing  committee  on 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.     Passed. 

Order  placing  the  Poorhouse  Farm  in  Ward  19  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.     Passed. 

Order  for  the  Commttee  on  Public  Buildings  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  various  departments 
requiring  more  room  and  facilities  for  city  business. 
Passed. 

Orders  to  cancel  the  lease  held  by  Thomas  W.  Carter 
of  the  buildings  on  a  part  of  the  City  Hospital  Wharf, 
and  to  authorize  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  to 
make  a  new  lease  to  said  Carter  of  buildings  audland 
(37,027  square  feet),  for  a  term  of  eight  years  from 
January  1,  1874,  for  the  sum  of  $3250  per  annum,  on 
certain  conditions.    Passed. 

Requests  of  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  and 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- , 
tion  of  Buildings  for  additional  appropriations,  sever- 
ally referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

ELECTIONS   OF   CITT   OFFICERS. 

Certificates  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  election  by  that  Board  of  a  City  Messen- 
ger, Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  Clerk  of 
Committees,  Assessors,  City  Solicitor,  Sucerintend- 
ent  of  Streets,  City  Registrar,  Superintendent  of 
Sewers,  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  Water  Registrar  and  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands,  and  on  motion  the  Council  proceeded 
to  an  election  for  each  of  the  officers  named,  with 
the  following  result: 

City  Messenger.  Committee  to  Collect  and  Count 
Votes— Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Day  of  iVard  1 
and  Jennings  of  Ward  5. 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Alvah  H.  Peters  had 58 

and  he  was  declared  elected,  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Bvildings.  Committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes:  Messrs.  Pease  of  Ward  1, 
Cawley  of  Ward  2,  and  Leach  of  Ward  10. 

Wliole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

James  C.  Tucker  had 54 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

Jonas  Smith 1 

Blank 2 

and  James  C.  Tucker  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Cleric  of  Committees.  Committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes:  Messrs.  Cudworth  of  Ward  11,  Warren 
of  Ward  12,  Whiston  of  Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

James  M.  Bugbee  had 54 

John  Jones : 1 

and  James  M.  Bugbee  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Assessors.  Pending  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  proceed  to  an  election  for  Assessors  by  Mr.  Har- 
rington of  Ward  8,  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  asked 
leave  to  introduce  an  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  remind  the  gen  tle- 
rnan  he  is  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  the  rule  estab- 
lished by  the  Common  Council  requires  that  only 
papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  be  consid- 
ered at  the  present  time. 


Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— As  that  order  has  some- 
thing in  relation  to  the  assessments  of  last  year,  I 
desire  that  the  Council  should  hear  it  read.  I  there- 
fore move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that  the  order 
may  be  introduced. 

The  President  put  the  question,  and  it  appeared 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  have  the 
order  read,  that  the  Council  may. know  whether  it  is 
proper  to  be  introduced. 

The  President  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  requested  to 
measure  and  survey  all  the  real  estate  now  «wned  by 
the  Boston  Wharf  Corporation,  so  called,  and  report 
the  same  to  this  Council. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  and  allow 
the  order  to  be  introduced— 0  for,  37  against,  and  the 
election  was  ordered. 

Messrs,  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Thacher  of  Ward 
15,  and  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes: 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Thomas  Hill  had 59 

Benjamin  Gushing 58 

Horace  Smith 43 

Thomas  J.Bancroft 59 

Daniel  H.  Whitney , 45 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 30 

Edward  F.  Robinson 8 

[There  was  one  ballot  bearing  six  names  which  was 
not  counted.] 

And  Messrs.  Hill,  Gushing,  Smith,  Bancroft  and 
W  hitney  were  declared  elected. 

City  Solicitor.  Committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes— Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Brackett  of  Ward 
10  and  Minot  of  Ward  17. 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

John  P.  Healy  had 53 

John  W.  Mahan 3 

G.  A.  Somerby 2 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

[There  was  one  ballot  for  City  Registrar  which  was 
not  counted.] 
John  P.  Healy  was  declared  elected. 
Superintendent  of  Streets.     Committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes— Messrs.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  Shaw  of 
Ward  5  and  Long  of  Ward  22. 

Whole  number  of  votes ■. 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice .29 

Charles  Harris  had 54 

Samuel  Strong 1 

C.  B.McVey 1 

and  Charles  Harris  was  declared  elected. 

City  Registrar.  Committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes— Messrs.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  Martin  of  Ward  7, 
Beal  of  Ward  16. 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

Nicholas  A.  Apollonlo  had 49 

E.  B.  Kankin 2 

Charles  M.  Hinkley 5 

And  Nicholas  A.  Apollonlo  was  declared  elected. 
Superintendent  of  Sewers.      Committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes— Messrs.  Page  of  Ward  9.  Train  of 
Ward  13,  and  Sibley  of  Ward  21. 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

William  H.  Bradley 44 

Joseph  J.  Leighton 15 

F.  P.  Moseiey 1 

and  one  for  an  ineligible  candidate. 

William  H.  Lradley  was  declared  elected. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Committee  to  collect  and  count  votes— Messrs. 
Crowley  of  Ward  7,  Morse  of  Ward  13,  and  Martin  of 
Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice .28 

John  Galvin  had 37 

Herman  Grundell 17 

-'ind  John  Galvin  was  declared  elected. 
Water  Registrar.    Committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes— Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Willcutt  of  Ward  17 
and  Barry  of  Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

William  F.  Uavie  had 52 

E.  B.  Kankin 3 

and  William  F.  Davis  was  declared  elected. 

Supenntendents  of  Public  Lands— Committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes— Messrs.  Bearce  of  Ward  11, 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13  and  Mooney  of  Ward  2. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necesoary  to  a  choice 28 

Robert  W.  Hall  hal 51 

William  B.  Smart 1 

Richard  J.  Fenehey 2 

and  Robert  W.  Hall  was  declared  elected. 
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Cotnmisdoner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  Report 
iioininaliug  Albe  C.  Clark,  ComrpiBsioner  of  Cedar 
Grovo  Cemetery,  and  certificate  of  the  election 
of  said  Clarlc  as  such  CoinmiBsiouer,  were  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  Ifi 
the  rules  were  suspended,  50  for,  0  against,  and  the 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Perkins  of 
Ward  16,  Brown  of  Ward  8  and  Sweat  of  Ward  M 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  tor  a  choice 27 

Albe  C.  Clark  had 39 

E.B.Kaukln , 14 

and  Albe  C.  Clark  was  declared  elected. 

Harbor  Master.  Mr.  Harringtou  of  Ward  8  present- 
ed a  report  from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nom- 
inate a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Harbor  Master, 
recommending  the  election  of  John  T.  Gardner.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harring- 
ton of  Ward  8  the  rules  were  suspended,  37  for  and 
0  against,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 
Committee  appointed  to  collect  and  count  votes — 
Messrs.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Flately  of  Ward  4  and 
McCarty  of  Ward  5. 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

John  T.  Gardner 48 

Washington  P.  Gregg 1 

J. K. Crowley 3 

William  B.  Smart 1 

Banfleld.. 1 

J. Hewins    1 

and  John  T.  Gardner  was  declared  elected. 

C'itij  Surveyor— Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented 
a  report  from  the  .ioint  special  committee,  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  for  the  office  of  City  Surveyor, 
recommending  the  election  of  Thomas  W.  Davis. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
ditt of  Ward  16,  the  rules  were  suspended,  47  for  0 
against,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 
Committee  to  collect  and  count  votes — Messrs. 
Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Sweetser  of  Wara  10,  and  Ab- 
Dott  of  Ward  3. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 46 

Necessary  to  a  choice 24 

Thomas  W.  Da\is 43 

James  F.  Marston 2 

E.  B.  Rankin 1 

and  Thomas  W.  Davis  was  declared  elected. 

Citi/  Engineer.  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented 
a  report  from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  for  city  engineer,  recommending  the 
election  of  Joseph  W.  Davis.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher,  the  rules 
were  suspended— 44  for,  0  against,  and  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election.  Committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes— Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Wbiston  of 
Ward  8,  and  Brackettof  Ward  10. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 41 

Necessary  to  a  choice 23 

Joseph  P.  Davis  had 39 

E.B.  Rankin 4 

W.  H.  Cundy 1 

and  Joseph  P.  Davis  was  declared  elected. 

CITT  PROPERTY  IN  WARD    NINETEEN. 

Order  for  the  occupant  of  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19, 
to  be  notified  to  vacate  said  premises  on  or  before  the 
Ist  of  April  next,  came  from  the  Aldermen  passed. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  —  I  should  like,  Mr.  President, 
to  ask  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  who 
had  this  subject  under  investigation,  if  they  can  in- 
form this  Council  under  what  circumstances  the  city 
of  Boston  came  by  this  property.  I  have  been  told 
that  it  proposed  to  pay  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  this  property,  and  —  if  it  is  not  true  I  hope 
some  gentleman  will  state  the  truth — 1  have  been  in- 
formed that  it  was  purchased  by  the  town  of  Brighton 
after  the  question  of  annexation  had  become  a  fixed 
fact,  and  that  there  were  circumstances  surrounding 
the  whole  trade  which  are  hardly  creditable  to  any 
portion  of  the  city  of  Boston  or  to  the  people  who  man- 
aged that  sale  and  purchase.  Now,  sir,  before  I  shall 
vote  upon  one  side  or  the  other  of  this  question,  I 
shall  ascertain  the  facts,  if  lean.  I  have,  oeen  told, 
sir,  that  parties  interested  in  that  property  were  of- 
ficers of  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  if  there  is  anj'- 
thingin  the  transaction  which  is  corrupting,  it  ought 
to  be  frowned  down.  There  is  an  idea  which  is 
prominent  now  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton with  regard  to  this  matter  and  the  whole  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  of  Brighton  since  this  question 
of  annexation  was  settled  which  is  not  credita- 
ble to  the  town.  It  has  been  stated  to  me 
that    the    town    of    Brighton    has   voted-  to    pay 


three  thousand  dollars,  to  one  of  its  oflScers  holding 
the  two  offices  of  Town  Clerk  and  Town  Treasurer; 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  each— after  annexation 
had  become  a  fixed  fact— after  the  vote  had  been 
passed— thus  taking  out  nf  the  Treasury  money 
which  belonged  to  the  Treasury  of  the  City  of  Boston ; 
and  thie  was  a  very  much  larger  amount  than  woul  1 
have  been  agreed  to,  if  the  Town  of  Brighton  had 
remained,  and  had  not  been  annexed.  It  seems  to 
me,  sir,  that  it  is  taking  advantage  of  circumstances 
to  enrich  the  pockets  of  a  few.  My  intimations  may 
not  be  correct,  but  I  make  these  statements  here  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  matter  before  the  public, 
so  that  if  they  are  not  true,  they  may  be  denied, 
or  the  facts  proven.  Now,  sir.  If  we  are  to  be  con- 
stantly annexing  territory  to  Boston,  and  the  moment 
that  territory  is  annexed,  advantage  is  taken  of  cir- 
cumstances— or  the  mom^'nt  that  annexation  is 
carried,  and  while  the  Town  Authorities  have  mat- 
ters in  their  own  hands — that  they  unlawfully 
appropriate  money,  —  if  such  things  are  to  be- 
come patent  and  common  —  that  fact  had  bet- 
ter be  known  by  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I 
certainly  have  no  animosity  against  any  citizen  of 
Brighton,  but,  sir,  this  is  common  talk  about  the 
streets.  I  have  heard  it  through  the  City  Hall,  and  I 
have  heard  it  it  the  State  House,  I  hear  it  everywhere 
that  something  is  wrong.  Why,  Mr.  President,  by 
the  act  of  annexation  it  is  required  that  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  town  of  Brighton  shall  be  passed 
over,  before  the  second  Monday  of  January,  to  the 
officers  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  the  City  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  or  Auditor,  I  forget  which.  I  have  in- 
quired of  the  City  Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Auditor 
whether  those  books  of  record  have  been  received 
and  they  fay  no.  They  had  not  been  received  up  to 
today.  Now,  sir,  I  have  desired  to  exercise  the  privi- 
lege, the  right  to  examine  those  books  to  see  whatthe 
record  is  of  those  votes.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so,  but  before  I  shall  vote  with  regard 
to  this  property,  I  desire  to  know  the  whole  circum- 
stances with  regard  to  this  purchase,  and  the  action 
that  has  been  taken  since  the  purchase  has  been 
agreed  to.  I  am  told,  sir,  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
seventy  thousand  feet  of  this  Wilson's  Hotel  propor- 
ty  is  in  the  street— a  public  highway.  If  that  is  so, 
we  ougnt  to  know  it.  If  anything  has  been  oone 
under  cover  which  will  not  bear  the  light  of  investi- 
gation, I  think  the  citizens,  taxpayers  and  voters  of 
Brighton,  and  the  whole  city,  are  entitled  to  have 
the  facts  known.  I  hope  tnat  no  action  will  be 
taken  until  the  books  have  been  received  by  the 
proper  officers,  as  required  by  the  act  of  annexation, 
and,  the'-efore,  I  trust  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  matter  will  either  be  postponed,  or  that  the 
order  may  be  laid  upon  the  table.  I  will  not  make  a 
motion,  because,  perhaps,  some  gentleman  can  en- 
lighten the  Council  upon  the  question  I  have  raised 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from. 
Ward  5  has  asked  for  information  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings.  1  simply  rise  to  say  that 
the  question  as  to  how  this  property  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  city  of  Boston  was  not  called  upon  to 
be  investigated  by  the  committee.  I  have  no  more 
knowledge  of  this  matter  than  he  has,  and  can  only 
refer  him  to  the  members  of  the  Council  from  that 
ward.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  affect  the  action  upon 
this  report,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  in- 
vestigation. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— It  seems  that  I  am 
particularly  called  upon  at  this  time,  though  had  my 
colleague,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Brighton  for  three  years,  ■ 
been  present,  I  should  have  expected  him  to  make 
some  explanation.  When,  at  a  previous  meeting,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  called  for  an  explanation,  I 
thought  I  gave  one  as  clearly  as  it  could  be  stated.  I 
thought  those  facts  were  all  that  it  would 
be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  act  upon. 
The  matter  of  the  purchase  of  that  property 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  of 
townsmen,  and  I  believe  they  acted  conscientiously 
and  in  ^ood  faith.  They  believed  that  a  new  site  for 
a  town  nail  was  needed.  At  that  time  no  action  had 
been  taken  by  the  Legislature,  althoush  the  bill 
had  been  reported.  When  the  report  was  accepted 
by  the  citizens  of  the  town  the  bill  had  passed,  and 
it  was  the  general  feeling  of  the  townsmen  that  no 
further  action  should  be  taken.  Up  to  that  point 
everything  was  legitimate,  and  there  was  nothing  in 
relation  to  the  matter  that  was  not  straightforward 
and  proper.  Subsequently,  a  town  meeting  was 
called.  I  was  not  present  at  that  meeting.  I  accuse  no 
none  of  the  town  officers  of  dereliction  of  duty— per- 
haps it  was  an  oversight.  I  was  not  present,  because 
I  did  not  receive  any  warrant  for  that  meeting.  Had 
I  been  there  my  course  would  have  been  plain.  They 
did  vote  to  purchase  that  site,  and  the  time  that  vote 
was  taken  can    be   ascertained   by   the   records, — 
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whether  it  was  before  or  since  annexation.  Without 
having  seen  that  record,  my  impression  is  that  it 
was  taken  before  the  vote  on  annexation.  But 
without  siding  with  the  officers  of  the  town, 
or  appearing;  here  to  answer  for  them,  or  having  con- 
sorted with  them  in  these  things,  or  having  been 
called  upon  to  act  with  them,  I  feel  It  my  duty  to 
state  that  they  intended  to  do  what  was  proper  and 
honest,  and  I  believe  that  they  would  not  willingly 
have  jeopardized  annexation  at  that  time  by  any 
forced  action.  I  believe  it  my  duty  to  say  this  at  the 
present  time.  One  other  point— in  relation  to  the 
gentleman  receiving  three  thousand  dollars,  that  has 
been  spoken  of.  The  Town  Clerk  saw  fit  to  be  a 
candidate  for  collector  of  the  tow:«  taxes,  and  he 
was  elected.  In  that  manner  his  duties  were  double,and 
his  pay  increased  iu  proportion.  That  is  all  the  ex- 
planation I  can  offer  at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  and 
I  see  no  reason  for  delaying  action  on  this  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
the  course  of  the  gentleman  who  is  here  as  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Nineteenth  Ward.  I  think 
he  has  stated  the  case  fairly.  I  have  talked  with  him 
privately  about  this  matter,  and  I  differ  with  him 
very  little.  His  coursj  has  been  plain  and  I  am  sat- 
istied  that  if  he  had  attended  that  meeting  he  would 
have  acted  differently  from  the  majcrity.  I  state  this 
because  I  think  it  is  due  to  him.  I  am  not  at  all  partic- 
ular whether  this  matter  shall  go  further.  This  or- 
der is  to  notify  the  occupant  to  vacate  said  premises 
on  or  before  ttie  first  of  April  next.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  that.  But  I  am  told  by  competent  judges 
that  if  we  attempted  to  sell  that  property  we  could.not 
get  anything  like  the  price  that  is  to  be  paid  for  it. 
Nevertheless,  the  point  I  have  raised  here  this  even- 
ing, I  shall  continue  to  raise  until  I  am  convinced 
that  it  was  an  honest,  fair  transaction,  but  that  I 
cannot  tell  nntil  I  can  see  the  books,  which  at  pres- 
ent I  cannot  get.  The  question  I  have  raised  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  passage  of  this  order,  but  I 
shall  continue  to  raise  it  until  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
matter  is  right.  If  it  is  rignt,  nobody  will  be  more 
ready  to  say  so  than  £. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  occurs  to  me  that  if  this 
is  as  it  has  been  represented  to  be.  it  may  be  possi- 
ble for  the  city  to  repudiate  the  sale,  and  if  we  give 
this  notice  we  may  put  ourselves  in  such  a  position 
that  we  cannot  repudiate  the  sale.  It  was  suggested 
that  this  estate  was  sold  to  the  city  for  some  $75,000, 
and  that  now  it  would  not  bring  half  that  sum.  If 
that  is  the  case,  and  it  should  prove  a  fraudulent 
transaction,  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  may  be  best  to 
postpone  this  action  lest  the  city  by  giving  notice  to 
quit  acknowledges  the  ownership  of  the  property.  1 
therefore  move  that  the  report  and  order  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  same  point  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  occurred  to  me— that  the 
city,  by  notifying  the  occupant  to  quit,  tacitly  ac- 
knowledges ownership.  I  think  action  should 'be 
postponed. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  have  no  objection  to  a 
postponement.  If  there  is  any  possibility  of  that 
sale  being  broken  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  order 
laid  over.  I  have  an  impression  that  an  inquiry  has 
been  made  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  purchase,  but  I  do  not  know  the  result  of  it.  I 
would  inquire  if  it  is  in  order  to  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  make  an  in- 
quiry as  to  the  title  to  the  property. 

The  President— The  motion  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  happen  to  be 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  City  Solicitor  has  made  an 
investigation,  and  I  am  aware  that  before  anv  inves- 
tigation was  made  the  town  had,  and  the  city  now 
has,  a  clear  title  to  the  land.  A  very  large  percent- 
age of  the  property  must  ultimately  go  into  the 
street.  The  former  owner  formerly  owned  the  land 
out  into  the  street,  and  has  taken  pains  to  guard  his 
ownership.  It  would  be  impossible,  if  a  forced  sale 
were  made,  to  realize  the  full  cost  of  the  property, 
but  I  think  the  city  may  realize  the  cost  by  retaining 
the  property  until  "a  proper  time. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  would  inquire  of  the 
eentleman  from  Ward  19,  if  the  property  has  been 
deeded  to  the  town  of  Brighton— whether  the  deed 
has  passed? 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  know  that  a  note 
has  been  given,  and  it  necessarily  follows  that  a 
ueed  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  hope  this  order  will  be 
postponed,  that  some  action  may  be  taken  such  as 
has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16, 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  should  inquire 
into  it  and  see  how  the  matter  stands.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  ought  to  be  careful  and  know  exactly 
what  the  position  of  the  subject  is. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  tlie  table. 


Subsequently  Mr.  Burditt,  of  Ward  16,  off'ered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
requested  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  purchase  of  the  Wilson  Ho- 
tel property,  so  called,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
Council  as  soon  ae  practicable. 

Passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— Petition  of  Alex- 
ander S.  Wheeler,  trustee,  that  two  coupons  of  a 
city  of  Roxburjr  bond  for  $1000,  which  have  been 
lost,  may  be  paid.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — Request  from  the 
School  Committee  for  alterations  and  improvements 
on  the  Roxbury  High  School  building,  in  accordance 
with  plans  adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  1872.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  C.  B.  Bots- 
ford  &  Co.  for  the  privilege  of  using  a  projecting 
sign  in  Hawley  street.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Petitions  of  George  P. 
Hittell  et  al.,  John  T.  Barnard  et  al.,  and  Edward 
Lawrence  et  al.,  in  favor  of  changing  the  name  of 
Charlestown  to  "Bunker-Hill  District,"  and  James 
■  P.  George  et  el.,  and  Jonathan  Stone  et  al.,  against 
said  change.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  22— Petitions  of  Franklin  A. 
Hall  et  at.,  and  John  Turner  et  al.  in  favor  of  Charles- 
town  being  officially  designated  as  the  Bunker-Hill 
District.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  22— Petitions  of  F.  O.  Reed 
et  al.  in  favor  of  changing  the  name  of  Charlestown 
to  Bunker-Hill  District.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

A  petition  in  favor  of  a  change  of  name,  from  A. 
Waterman  et  al.,  and  a  petition  against  a  change 
from  Abram  E.  Cutter  et  al.,  were  also  presented  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  PRESENTED. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  School  Committee,  that  the 
City  Council  would  enlarge  the  area  of  the  Primary 
School  lot  on  Lexington  street,  East  Boston.  The 
committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply 
with  the  request.    Accepted. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  from  the  Committee  ©n  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  F.  P.  Meigs,  for  permission  to  introduce 
Meigs's  physiological  school  desk  and  seat  into  the 
public  schools  of  Boston.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  14— 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  cause  the  flaps 
to  be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
and  a  national  salute  to  be  fired  at  East  and  South 
Boston,  the  city  proper,  the  Highlands,  Dorchester, 
West  Roxbury,  Brightan  and  Charlestown,  at  nooa 
on  the  22d  inst.  (Washington's  birthday);  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  "incidentals,"  etc.  Read  once. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  requested  to 
have  printed  for  distribution  five  hundred  copies  of 
their  report  (being  printed  City  Document  No.  2W), 
on  an  additional  supply  of  water. 

T'fl  ^  R  P  H 

By  Mr,  "west  of  Ward  IB- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  grammar  school  pupils  in  the  Lawrence 
District,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— As  these  accommodations 
are  needed  for  a  grammar  class  just  promoted  from  a 
primary  class,  for  which  there  are  no  accommoda- 
tions.at  present,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
that  the  order  may  be  passed. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  39  for,  0  against,  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  resolve  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury 
River  and  Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose  of  SHpplying 
the  city  (City  Document  No.  17),  which  was  specially 
assigned  for  half-past  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  I  do  this  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  the  subjects  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Water  to  have  a  thorough  investigation. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

QUINCT  HALL   MARKET    BUILDING. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  adding 
one  or  more  stories  to  the  Quincy  Hall  Market  Build- 
ing. 

Mr.  Shaw— In  some  remarks  which  I  made  during 
the  lafct  municipal   year  I  introduced    substantially 
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this  same  subject,  but  it  was  not  then  considered 
expedient  to  talie  action  upon  it.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  to  be  a  New  England  exhibition  of 
arts  this  coming  fall,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  after 
reading  the  petition  which  came  into  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  from  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Me- 
chanic Association,  asking  for  the  privilege  of  con- 
necting Paneuil  Ilall  with  Quincy  Market  Building, 
that  if  there  were  one  or  more  stories  upon  the 
Quincy  Market  Building  every  accommodation  for 
the  exhibition  could  be  furnished.  As  this  is  one 
of  the  measures  which  the  public  now  seem  to  be 
much  interested  in,  I  have  thought  proper  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  Council,  believing  that  such  a 
work  can,  if  commenced  very  soon,  be  completed 
in  time  for  that  exhibition,  and  the  neces- 
sity   of    building    a    two-story    structure     across 


from  Fansuil  Ilall  to  Quincy  Market  Building  will  be 
done  away  with.  I  think  that  every  person  who  will 
take  the  pains  to  visit  the  neighborhood  of  Quincy 
Hall  Market  will  see  the  propriety  of  this  proposition 
of  mine  without  any  consideration  of  the  proposed 
exhibition,  because  I  think  if  that  building  should  be 
enlarged  there  can  be  saved  to  the  city  of  Boston  a 
sum  equal  to  twelve,  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.  The  building  can  be  used  for  armo- 
ries or  other  public  purposes,  and  now,  it  seems  lo 
me,  is  just  exactly  the  time  to  have  it  considered  by 
the  committee,  and  I  believe  the  expediency  of  it 
will  be  seen  when  the  subject  is  investigated.  I 
therefore  hope  the  order  will  pass  without  delay. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3,  the  Coancil 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    9,    1874- 


Thc  regular  weeldv  meeting  of  the  Ronrrt  of 
Aldermen  was  hrll  at  four  o'doek  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chaiimau,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Lieutenant  of  Police— De  L'-tayette  Thompron. 

Sneci.-il  Police  Officers— Lloyd  Wcntworth  and 
William  J.  Jordm,  E  Igeworth-ftrcet  Chnpcl,  and 
Heni-y  Schrow,  Fo-t  Office  in  Chailestown. 

Severallv  couftrmed. 

George  H.  AU^n,  Superintendent  cf  L^mpp. 

Chailes  B.  ilice,  Superintendent  cf  Faneuil 
H.-ll. 

Chailes  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  M>rket=. 

Henry  Faxon,  Inspector  of  Milk. 

Timothy  R.  Page,  Superintendent  of  Wagons 
and  Trucks. 

llrfis  C.  Marsh,  Superintendent  cf  Hacks  and 
Carriages. 

Harrii-on  O.  Read,  Superintendent  of  Intelli- 
gence Offices. 

Ebenezer  Shute,  Superintendent  of  Pawnbrokers. 

Al  Ic)  man  Harris— 1  move  that  the  norainaliou 
cf  Mr.  Rice  1  e  laid  upon  the  tal  le. 

Al  lennan  Stebbins— Fot-  what  position? 

Ths  Chiiiman— Mr.  Rice  is  nominated  for  Su- 
perintendent (  f  Faneuil  H:  11  and  for  Superintend- 
ent cf  Faneuil  H:  11  Maikcts. 

Alierman  Stebbins- 1  woi.l  I  like  1o  know  rome 
reafonwhyihe  romination  of  ihis  genllpinan  is 
single!  out  to  be  laid  upon  the  lal  lo  in  puf  Jience 
to  ;  11  ihe  o'.hers. 

Al  leiman  Presfott— I  hope  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Rice  will  noibe  laid  u)  on  ihs  tall3wi.hout 
tome  good  roaf  on  being  given  for  it. 

Al  leiiuan  Hariis— I  am  oppo  ed  at  Ihis  lime  to 
giving  anv  leas^ons  in  a  public  session  ( f  this 
Boaid,  and  I  hope  genilomen  will  no;  force  action 
upon  ihis  nominaiion  lodav. 

Al  leiman  Stebliins— I  hoi;e  that  the  gentleman, 
if  he  has  ai;y  statement  to  make,  will  (  o  so  in 
o,  en  session.  I  for  one  am  ready  to  meet  any 
ol  jections  that  may  be  made  against  Iha  Loniii.a- 
tioc. 

Al  lerman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  no  harm 
can  be  done  by  allowing  the  nomination  lo  be  laid 
over,  an  >  I  hoi  e  that  it  will  be  done  if  the  gentle- 
man desires  it. 

Al  pi  man  Hall— I  slinuld  ho'e  that  the  romina- 
tion of  my  f  dend  Mr.  Ri.e  will  not  1  e  single  i  out 
atihisiiine  and  be  Ini  I  uj  on  the  talle.  I  think 
theieis  some  linle  filing  in  this  mat.  er,  esi  eii- 
ally  in  regard  to  the  leases  cf  last  xcr,  but  I  do 
no.  thiik  that  Mr.  Rii  e  was  les)  onsi  le  for  it. 
Mr.  R;(e,  i«  seems  to  me,  must  1  e  f  a.i'f  iciory  lo 
this  T>  oai  d.  He  is  a  (  our.eous,  efficient  officer,  he 
has  |,  een  nomin.ite,!  by  the  Mayor,  and  I  ho^-e  his 
con    nnation  will  not  be  i,ostponed. 

Aiiderman  Stebbins— I  move  as  an  amendment 
tha  rll  ihe  nominations  in  the  fommuni  .at ion  be 
laidt  o.e.-  uitil  Wednesday  next,  when  we  ;  hall 
have  a.iothsr  meeting. 

Al  lerman  Harris  a^reptei  the  amendment,  and 
thi  nominations  were  1  lid  over  till  next  meeting. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Mo"es  A.  Dow  et 
al.,  that  the  lamo-lighLii  g  legulatio  ,s  of  this  city 
be  extei.ded  to  the  <  h'llestowu  District. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  George  1  His 
&  io.et  cd.,  A\oi  20  F.  Nerle  it  al.,  aid  Cobb, 
Bates  &  Yerxa  ct  al.,  that  Beach  stieetbe  widened 
near  AVa;  hi'  gton  f  ticet. 

Fi  om  B :  llett,  Davis  &  Co.  and  3C00  others,  for  a 
rew  biidge  between  Cambridge  and  Boston.  Re- 
fen  ed  to  the  Joint  f  ouiinittre  on  Streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fanevil  Hall.  Alpheua 
Hardy  et  al.,  for  use  of  Fai  cnil  Hall,  May  L8,  for  a 
festivrl  ly  the  (  oi  grcgatioi  rl  Club. 

7o  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inepcetion  of 
BuUOinr/K.  'Ihomas  W.  Carter,  to  erect  a  wooded 
buildii  g  bejo)  d  ihe  legal  dimcnsiOLS  on  City 
Hos)  \tp\  whaif,  Albai  y  street. 

C.  J.  Doi  ovaii  &  (  o.,  to  erect  a  wooden  buildirg 
beyond  the  legal  (limei  sioi  s  i  eai  Norfolk  aveiue. 

David  H.  Blai  ey,  lo  coi, struct  fheds  for  storage 
on  CuLard  whaif,"  Leyoi.d  the  legal  dimeiisious. 


To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Hoard.  W.  L.  Ryder  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
further  stable  accommodatioi.s  for  E.  P.  Beebe  on 
Trenton  street. 

Julia  Driscoll,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Whituey  .street,  between  Conant  and  Tre- 
mont  streets. 

C.  J.  Doi.ovan  &  Co.,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Court,  off  Noi folk  street,  near 
McGee  street. 

Asa  M.  Stubbs,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Wadsworth  street. 

E.  P.  Bepbe,  to  occupy  additional  stalls  in  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Trenton  street  (old  McKav  es- 
tate). ' 

Chailes  F.  Emery,  to  occupy  additional  stalls  to 
Ptable  for  ten  more  horses  on  Eutaw  street,  second 
f  .om  Brooks  street. 

John  Deeiy,  to  occupy  a  brick  stable  for  three 
horses  on  Milf  ord  place,  Ward  15. 

A.  B.  Kenny,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
three  horses  on  Church  place.  Ward  16. 

William  Henry  Taylor,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  North  Anderson  street,  No.  37. 

John  Schoelch  et  al.,  remonstrating  against  the' 
erection  cf  a  stable  on  Milford  place  by  John 
Deeiy. 

Patrick  Higgins  et  ah,  remonstrating  against 
erection  cf  staf  le  at  39  North  Anderson  street. 

C.  B.  Barrett  et  al.,  remonstrating  against  erec- 
tion of  stable  by  M.  Condon  at  487  First  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavinrj.  J.  Edwards  et  al 
that  Western  avenue  be  raised  to  the  established 
grade  and  to  its  full  width. 

Leatherbee  Brothers,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  the  construction  of  a  culvert  on  Albany 
street  and  Hani' on  avenue. 

George  Sparhawk,  to  be  paid  for  gravel  used  on 
streets  in  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  C.  B.  BotFford& 
Co.  et  al.,  for  leave  to  project  signs  from  stores  on 
Hawley  street. 
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George  B.  Brake  &  Co.,  to  maintain  a  proiectinir 

cn  at  98  Federal  street.  ^ 

'Lo  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 

Hoard.    James  W.  Gerard,  Jr.,  et  al.,  to  he  paid 

for  land  taken  by  authorities  cf  West  Roxbury  to 

lay  out  Williams  street. 

James  Leeds,  trustee,  to  be  allowed  interest  on 
the  sum  awarded  him  by  the  city  for  wicenine  cf 
Peail  street.  ^ 

A   HARBOR  POLICE  BOAT. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
Boston— The  undersigned,  shij)  owners  and  oihers 
doing  business  in  thecilyof  Boston,  respect  fully 
represent  to  your  honorable  Board,  that  the  means 
now  afforded  for  the  transportation  of  the  Harbor 
Police  are  insufficient  to  enable  them  lo  peiform 
in  a  sail  factory  manner  the  important  dulies  re- 
quired of  them  in  piofecling  the  commerce  and 
navigation  carried  on  at  this  port;  wherefore  we 
pray  ihat  a  suitable  steam  vessel  may  be  furnished 
to  enaide  the  police  to  properly  cover  and  protect 
the  water  fiont,  enforce  the  laws,  and  quell  dis- 
turbances on  board  cf  vessels  arriving  in  or  de- 
parting f  om  our  harbor. 

William  F.  Wcl  I  &  Co.,   John  S.  Fmery  &  Co., 
L,''fo;ine     &     Fro;hing- Kidder,  Vaughn  &  Co., 

ham,  G.  W.  Finott],  Vice-Con- 

J.  D.  Brigham  &  Co.,  sul  of  II  aly, 

Edw'd  D.  Peters  &  Co.,    George  S.  Dubusy,  acting 
Fhepard,  Hall  &  Co.,  Vice-Consul    for    Por- 

Wm.Worihingion  &  Co.,     tugal, 
(  hanuler,  Smilh  &  Co.,    Joseph  Nickerson  &  Co., 
Nathaniel  Spooner.,  Geo.  Billings, 

Addison  Gage  &  t  o.,      M.  K.  Adams, 
Glidden  &  Williams,        John  P.  Squire  &  Co., 
Malthew  Bartlelt,  Fearing,        Mulman     & 

Larkin,  Stackpole  &  Co.,     Swift, 
Sam'l  D.  Crane  &  Co.,      Boynton  Packing  Co., 
Fisher  &  Chapin,  Wm.  H.   Greeley  &  Co., 

Nickerson  &  Co.,  Naylor  &  Co., 

T.  B.  Williams,  Way  &  Co., 

Lambert  Bros.,  Minot  &  Co., 

Chas.  H.  North  &  Co.,      AVoodman,  Johnson  .StCo, 
Lincoln,  Chamberlain  &  F.  Nickerson  &  Co., 

Co.,  Hills,  Turner  &  Harmon, 

Will.  L.  AVelch,  John  Walter  &  Co., 

Jro.  M.  Carter,  Charles  Hunt, 

J.  E.  M.  Gilley,  C.  &  W.  A.  Waters, 

Caleb  Robbing,  fJeo.  P.  King, 

Isaac  '1  aylcr,  J.  Mitcht  11  Clark, 

A.  Clardner,  J.  Schumacher  &  Co., 

Sullivan,  Finotti  &  Co.,  Gossler  &Co., 
Alpheus  Hardy  &  Co.,      Warren  &  Co., 
A.  S.  &  J.  Brown  &  Co.,  J.    W.    Rodocanachl    & 
J.  F.  Conant  &  Co.,  Co., 
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J.  V.  Tyler  &  Co.,  Dixon  &  Winship, 

T.  A.  Dunninf^,  Gill  &  Coot?, 

D.  li.  StPclman  &  Co.,  Henry  W.  W.  Andrews, 
Page,  Richardson  &  Co.,  J.  Van  Prane;  &  Co., 
Thvver  &  Lincoln,  Geo.  P.  Clark  &  Co., 

J.  Henry  Sears  &  Co.,  M.  F.  Pickering  &  Co., 

Henry  Ha=tin(r«  &  Co.,  H.  O.  KobertP, 

James  H.  Danf orth,  E.  &  F.  Kin:^  &  Co., 

John  ^y.  Candler,  Ricp  &  Davis, 

Gpo.  F.  Moore,  A.  F.  L"inan, 

"VVi'^e  &  Russell,  ;  Geo.  E.  Smith, 

Bailey  Lorine;,      :  AVnlti  r  Starbuck, 

John'G.  Hall  &  Co.,  Vittum,  Talbot  &  Co., 

Dana  Bros.,  Ciofkett  Bios., 

L.  G.  .Swett  &  Co.,  Mills  1  ros., 

Geo.  F.  Wildo,  N.  ]'•.  Mam (lelil, 

Geo.  AV.  Hunter  &  Co.,  icnj.  C.    Clark,  Consul 

CrowOl  Vvo'.  &  Co.,  for  Hayti; 

B.  C.  riark  &  Co.,  Charles  H.  Wise, 
Cornelius  G.  AtLwood,  J.  A.  Ordway, 

C.  E.  J.  Howard,  "VV.  Glover,  - 

Allen  it:  Lord,  China  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

J.  I.an  i  &  Co.,  Eoyl  ton  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

P.  R.  Smith  &  Co.,  Wa&hirglon  Fire  and  M. 
Prov.  Tool  Co.,  Ins.  Co., 

Mo  elev,  Ho  iRnian  &  Co.,Dcl.  Mut.  Srfety  Ins.  Co., 

ehntton  (fc  Moore,  Ins.  Co.  No.  America, 

A.  1!.  Hall  &  Co.,  Orient;il  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

B.  Burge  s  &  Sons,  Mercantile  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 
Cunard  Steamship  Co.,  GreitWe  ternlns.Co., 
Innifin  Steamship  Co.,  Foslon  Marine  Ins.  Co., 
H.  Mayo,  American  Ins.  Co., 

E.  S.imp'on,  Mercantile  Marine  Ins. 
H.  M.  Whitney,  Co., 

E.  B.  Samp^on,  Neptune  Fire  &  M.  Ins. 
J.  A.    lasigi.    Consul   of    Co., 

France,  Mam  fac.  Fire  &  M.  Ins. 
Gilbert  Atwood,  Co., 

Eben  Howes,  India  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

'Jhomas  Lnmb,  New  Eng.  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

Ebene-er  Davis,  Pacific  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

R.  G.  F.  Candage  Newport  Fire  &  M.  Ins. 
E.  T.D-vi-.  Co., 

.Alfre  INash,  Jordan,  Lovett  &  Co., 

Caleb  T.  Curtis,  J.  W.  1  pi'  h, 

Jacob  H.  Holme=,  D.  D.  Kelly, 

J.  Winthron  CofBi  J.  C.  Howes  &  Co., 

Geor^re  J.  Curtis,  Edw.  Spaulding  &  Bum- 

A.  Li.  Dole,  stead, 
Phinney  &  Cobb,  Cowing  &  Hatch, 
Henry  Amerire  &  Co.,  S.nm  1  T'atchel  Jer,  Jr., 

B.  S.  Prny  &  Co.,  S.  Snow, 
Albert  Thompson  &  Co.,W.  B.  Sewall, 
Lloyd  Eri^-ers,  Carter  Bros.  &  Co., 
Andrew  Robeson,  Jame=  Lovett  &  Co., 

J.  L-  Farlow  &  Co.,  Knowle  -.  Leland  &  Co., 

Ricfci&  Davis,  Solomon  Hancock, 

Mo^^s  B.  AVil  les,  George  T.  Haw  ley, 

Eben  B.  Phillips,  Charles  U.  Costing, 

John  C.  Pratt,  Clapp  &  BiUings, 

N.  S.  Jennev,  Eben.  Bacon. 
R.  E.  Merrill, 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

THE  PADDOCK  ELMS. 

A  resolution  wa«  received  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Hort'cultural  Society  protestirg  against  the 
removal  of  the  Paddock  elms  from  Tremont 
street;  al  o,  a  remoustrance  of  Austin  Coolidge 
et  al.,  against  the  said  removrl. 

.Alderman  Bower  presented  remonstrances  from 
Henry  P.  Kidder  and  39  others,  Bei  jamin  Dodd 
and  41  other-,  Judge  Abbott  and  39  other''.  Rev. 
James  Freeman  CI  irke  and  41  o:hers,  Rev.  Ph  Hips 
Brooks  and  14  other--,  R  v.  C.  A.  Bartol  and  42 
other--,  James  L.  Litlle  &  Co.  and  33  others,  Ben- 
jnm'n  S.  Rotch  and  40  others,  Sampson  Reed  and 
43  others,  St  Uman  B.  vvilen  and  9  oiher^,  E.  P. 
"Whipple  and  10  others,  Bei  j;imin  H.  Paddock  and 
17  others,  H.  L.  Yarrii  gtoii  a'  d  38  others,  W.  B. 
Hall  and  33  others,  Henrv  G.  F;iy  and  22  oihers, 

C.  P.  Gate  and  36  others,  Cobb,  Bates  &  Yerxa  and 
25  others,  Rev.  George  L.  Chai  ey  nrd  40  others, 
against  the  removal  of  the  Badc^ock  clm'^. 

Severally  rrf  rred  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
on  tLe  part  of  tlie  Board. 

REPORTS  OF   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor's  Exhibit  for  January.  Th'?  following 
statement  showj  ths  state  of  the  finances  for  the 
month : 


Appropriations, 

K^v.jnues ,  etc. 

G=!neril....811,'i:i:!,5i:i  44 

Special i  ,70-',3'il  02 


E::cpendet]. 

$',lli.S7l  45 

b,'27o,t.;t:3  UO 


TJnexp'^nded. 

12,117.641  99 
3,433,287  42 


$5,530,12!)  41 


$20,' 41,834  4(5      S15,:j:,<J,:X5  05 
The  report  was  sent  down. 
The  following  quarterly  reports  were  received: 


Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Cash  on  hand  October  31, 
1873,13005  56;  cash  received  since,  $28,087  46;  total 
disbursements,  $21,262  19,  including  $875  12  for 
burials,  $713  98  paid  cities  and  State  for  relief  cf 
Boston  poor,  $2134  31  expenses  city  Temporary 
Home,  $4609  22  pensions  and  grants  at  office,  $200 
for  immediate  relief  of  persons  having  no  settle- 
ment, $3E62  79  for  coal  and  wood,  $4843  for  gio- 
ceries,  and  $2028  41  expenses  for  Charity  Building. 
The  report  was  sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  City  Scales  in  Haymarket 
Square.  Received  $840  35;  expenses,  .'{■126  90; 
paid  into  city  treasury  $209  24.  The  report  was 
sent  down. 

UNFIKISHED   DUSINESS. 

Order  to  refund  to  police  officers  in  Charlestown 
the  amounts  paid  by  them  for  their  badgrs,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  vote  of  the  City  Council  cf  that 
city,  Dec<  mber  22,  1873. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters — In  pastirg  an  order  like  that 
for  the  appropiiation  of  a  sum  of  money,  it  i-eems 
to  me  tliere  ought  to  be  some  limit  to  the  amount 
to  be  expended.  There  is  no  inelicatiou  given  in 
the  oreler  as  to  what  will  be  the  amoui  t  requireel. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  order  be  ref  erreil  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  1  dice. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  hardly  think  that  is  neces- 
sary. The  Al'.lerman  from  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict can  state  to  us  what  is  to  be  paid  for  these 
badges,  which  is  all  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
know. 

Allerman  Peters — About  how  much  money  will 
be  required? 

Alderman  Harris — I  thought  the  order  was  pret- 
ty well  understood.  In  my  judgment  th?  appro- 
priation will  1  ot  exceeel  $100,  ne)r  will  It  be  less 
than  $75.  There  will  be  about  thirty  policemen 
who  will  return  their  badges,  which  \viU  be  $2  50 
apiece. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  amend  the  order  so 
1  hat  the  amount  shall  not  exceed  one  hunelred  dol- 
lars. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passeel. 

ORDER  OF  XOTICE. 

A  petition  was  receiveel  from  C.  J.  Donovan  & 
Co.  tf  Walpole,  Mass.,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
steam  engine  of  flve-hoise  power  in  a  building  to 
be  elected  on  a  court  off  Noifolk  avenue,  near 
McGee  street.  An  order  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday,  March  2,  at  4  P.  M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  fiom  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  enlarge  the  Lexington- 
Etieet  School  lot.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  introduction  into 
the  public  schools  of  Meigs's  x>hy£iological  school 
desks  and  seats.    Accepted. 

Order  to  provide  aelditional  grammar-school  ac- 
commodations in  the  Lawrence  District.     Passeel. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  le- 
porfr  on  expediency  of  adding  one  or  more  stories 
to  the  Faneuil-Hall  Market  building.    Passed. 

ELECTIONS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees,  and  certifi- 
cates of  election  by  the  Common  Council,  of  John 
T.  Gardner  as  Harbor  Master,  Thomas  W.  Davis 
as  City  Surveyor,  anel  Joseph  P.  Davis  as  City  En- 
gineer were  received  from  the  Common  Council, 
'ihe  Boarel  proceeded  to  an  election  for  those  offi- 
cers, and  they  were  seveially  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  chairman  sulmitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  were  leferieelthe 
feveral  lequests  for  aeleiitional  appropriations 
fiom  the  committees  on  Common  anel  Sejuaies, 
Survey  anel  Inspection  cf  Buildings,  and  the  Di- 
rectors of  1  ul  lie  Institutions,  reccmmeneling  the 
passage  of  the  accompaiiying  order: 

Oreiered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  anel 
he  hereby  is  authorizeel  to  trail' fer  from  the  I?e- 
serveel  I'linel  to  the  appropriation  for  C'e)mme)nanel 
Public  Grounds  the  sum  of  $7C0;  to  that  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  <  f  Buildings  $3800,  and  to 
that  for  the  House  of  Correction  the  sum  of 
$10,000. 

The  order  was  passeel — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDEKS  SUB.AIITTED. 

By  Al.leiman  Cutter,  fiom  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  rej  ort  in  favor  cf  granting  the  jietition  cf 
George  B.  Drake  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam  at  98  Federal  street.    Accepted. 
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By  Alderman  CuttT,  from  (ho  Committee  on 
Paving,  reports  of  schedules  of  assess- ments  for 
edgestones  and  sidewalk--,  accompanied  by  orders 
for  the  assesf-ment  of  one  half  the  cos-t  upon 
ths  several  persons  named  therein,  and  for 
the  collection  of  the  same  as  follows: 
Dale  street,  edgestones,  f  3283  18;  Dorchet-ter  ave- 
nue, edgestoi.es,  $3789  07;  East  street,  edgestones, 
$1826;  East  Fourth  street,  sidewalk,  $500  28;  eJge- 
stones,  $281  26;  E  ist  Fifth  street,  sidewalk, 
$2832  ;)4;  East  Seventh  street,  edgestones,  $181  12; 
Em-rson  street,  edgestones,  $480  35;  F  street,  side- 
walk, $339  58;  (iatcs  street,  sidewalk,  $272  85;  (old 
Street,  sidewalk,  $968  47;  1  street,  sidewalk,  $204  10; 
L  stieet,  sidiwulk,  $540  84;  M  stri  et,  sidewiilk, 
$3'5  55;  North  (irove  street,  sidewalk,  $70  95;  Saw- 
yer stieet,  sidew;(lk,  $1366  43;  Silver  stiiet,  i-ide- 
walk,  $1855  76;  5-outh  Maiket-street  extension, 
sidewalk,  $19';6  93;  Vernon  street,  sidewalk, 
$1278  81;  West  Eighth  street,  sidewalk,  $1668  15. 
The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

liy  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  '1  hat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  take  down  and  remove  the  old  flagstaff 
now  standing  at  the  junction  of  Exchai  ge  and 
Paik  streets.  Ward  16;  al  o  the  old  flagstaff  in 
River  stieet,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Waru  16,  said 
staves  having  become  partially  decayed  and  dan- 
gerous to  i-ublic  travel. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenf es — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  Chailes  H.  Hicks,  to  exhibit  a  panorama 
at  South  and  East  Boston;  G.  S.  Buckley,  to  give 
concert  at  East  Boston  Feb.  19  and  at  South  Bos- 
ton Feb.  21;  Joel  G.  Davis,  for  wagon  i-tand  in 
Brighton  District;  H.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  for  inn- 
holder's  license  at  Parker  House;  AVilliam  Stone, 
15  Brattle  square,  1  oole  <&  Hill,  21  Kneelind 
street,  David  E.  Fitzgerald,  19  La  Grange  street, 
Chailes  B.  Gannon,  75  Cambridge  street,  James 
Keenan,  463  Hanover  street,  Francis  A.  O'Uono- 
van,  317  Hanover  street,  for  victuallers'  licenses; 
Thomas  S.  Seaver,  for  hack  stand  at  117  federal 
street;  George  M.  Morse,  for  hack  stand  on  Dev- 
onshire street,  at  corner  of  State  street;  Bernard 
J.  McTague,  to  keep  billiard  saloon  at  44  Main 
street,  Chariestown;  Henry  Burns,  to  give  a  dra- 
matic entertainment  at  Sumner  Hall,  Feb.  12; 
John  H.  Fallon,  to  give  entertainment  at  Kennedy 
Hall.    Severally  accepted. 

By  AlderinaiiBigelow,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee— Report  (leave  to  withdraw,  at  their  own  re- 
quest,) on  petition  of  Blanchard  &  Brothers  for 
license  for  a  theatre  at  578  Washington  street:  and 
Thomas  A.  Delay,  92  Dover  street,  "for  victualler's 
license.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Aldeiinan  1  eters — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Sewers  he  re- 
quested to  report  what  action  is  necessary  to 
cany  foiward  and  complete  the  improvements  ill 
the  channel  of  Stony  Brook,  which  were  com- 
menced by  the  authorities  cf  'VVeSt  Roxbui  y. 

Passet^. 

Alderman  AVorthington,  from  the  Committee 
on  Health,  repoited  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petitions  of  Otis  Eddy,  J.  B.  Simpson,  GeoigC 
Claik,  Jr.,  and  James  A.  King,  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables.    Sevei  ally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Woithington — 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  to  C.  Men- 
selage  for  pcimission  to  keep  one  hoi se  in  build- 
ing corner  of  Second  and  B  stieets,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  revoked  for  cause  (unsafe  build- 
ing).      , 

l-a?sed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  from  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines,  report  in  favor  c  f  granting  the  pe- 
tition of  George  W.  Simmons  &  i-on  for  leave  to 
use  steam  engine  at  Oak  Hall,  in  North  street,  the 
site  having  been  examined  by  the  committee  and 
found  satisfactory.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  1  ower,  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Way  and  Cajlvin  W.  (  lark  for 
abatement  cl  sewer  assessments.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Ordered,  That  $58  53  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Alon?o  Bowers  on  Bremen-street  sewer, 
and  $32  50  be  assessed  upon  a  person  unknown; 
also,  that  $53  05  be  abated  from  the  assessment  of 
Bailey  &  Jenkins  for  a  sewer  in  Appleton  street, 
on  account  of  over-estimate  of  land. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  to  William  Smith  and  P.  F.  McGarigle,  con- 
tractors for  the  erection  of  a  smallpox  hospital  ou 


Swctt  street,  in  1872,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dol- 
liirs,  being  the  amoui.t  of  money  paid  into  the 
city  trea  uivou  account  of  the  insurance  obtained 
■)ii  s.-^Jd  bu  lji-i«j  i>y  fit  '"intracto-s,  i'  excess  ot 
the  amount  advanced  by  the  city  to  said  contract- 
ors wh.le  the  work  ou  taid  buildii  g  was  in  prog- 
ress. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  readii  g  today.  The  order  itself  suffi- 
ciently cxilains  the  tlan^ action.  These  co., tract- 
ors insured  the  buldii  g  for  ten  thousand  dollar.", 
five  thousand  of  which  was  advanced  by  the  city. 
Uhe  I'moui  t  of  the  policies  havii  g  all  been  paid 
over  to  the  city,  the  oi'der  is  to  pay  tne  balance,  in 
excess  of  the  amount  advai  ced  by  the  city,  to  the 
contiac.ors,  to  whom  it  rightfully' belongs. 

1  he  order  was  passed. 

ly  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Orueied,  That  the  Coch'tuate  Water  Board  be 
diiected  to  approve  for  payment  from  the  appro- 
priation mace  for  a  new  supi  ly  of  water,  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Coin'mittce  of  the  City 
Council  on  Water  in  procuring  the  information  re- 
quired by  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

Pagf  e  1. 

By  Al  ierinan  Bigelow — 

Ordere  I,  That  the  C'ty  Engineer  be  authorized, 
with  the  appiov:  1  of  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Engneei's  Department,  to  make  such 
purchases  of  supi  1  es,  instruments,  di  awing  ma- 
terir  Is  and  fuinituie,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  uecessaiy  for  h'S  department 
II om  time  to  time  during  the  present  municipal 
year. 

Passed. 

Or.lneJ,  That  so  much  of  the  second  semi- 
annual leport  of  the  inspection  of  the  prisons  and 
houses  of  detention  in  SulTi  Ik  County  for  the  year 
1873,  as  ul'it'  s  to  aUerations  in  the  jail,  be  referred 
to  th  '  Committee  on  County  Buil  dugs,  with  in- 
stiuctions  to  furnish  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
making  the  pioposed  alterations,  so  that  the  same 
may  be  piovided  for  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
next  financial  year,  if  it  should  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  William  R, 
Frlls  (  f  this  city  to  take  the  nests  and  eggs,  or  to 
kill  any  uni'omesticated  birds  at  any  season  cf  the 
year,  for  scientific  purposes  only. 

Passed. 

PROPOSED  NEW  -WATER  BOARD. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  offeied  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  reque  ted  to  con  ider  and  leport  upon 
the  cxpediemy  of  pioviding  by  ordinance  for  the 
c  tablishinent  of  a  single  board  to  exercise  the 
powers  now  ve  ted  in  the  C  ochituate  and  My.-tic 
■water  loard  , — the  member  of  which  ^ha^l  be 
appointed  by  the  Miyor,.v\ith  the  approval  of  the 
City  (  ouncii,  and  compen  ated  for  their  i-ervice^. 
On  motion  of  Aldeiman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  uj  on  the  table. 

NOMINATIONS  OF  FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Aldeiman  Harris  sucmitted  th?  following  re- 
port: Ju  accordance  with  the  provisions  ot  the 
ordinance  concerning  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  taxis,  the  Joint  Standing  Commitlee  on 
the  Asses  ois'  Dej  ariment  wonl  i  lesj  ec. fully  rec- 
ommend the  election  of  the  following-namtu  per- 
sons to  be  First  Assistant  Assess  ois: 
Benjamin  F.  Palmer,  AVillian[i  Withington, 
William  J.  Ellis,  John  L.  Brighiini, 

Michai  1  Carney,  Henry  Pieice, 

Edward  F.  Robinson,       H.  N.  Holbiook, 
P.  Ambrose  Young,  JohiiBiown, 

E  1-win  li.  S^  inney,  Roger  H.  Scannell, 

Cha;les  E.  Jackhon,  Josej  h  B.  Gro'e, 

Abraham  G.  AS  yman,       C  hailes  E.  Grant, 
William  H.  CunUy,  Geoige  A.  Comins, 

Chailes  Now  ell,  Gideon  Wrlker, 

George  F.  M  illiams,  Judson  Chapin, 

Otis  Rich,  T  heo,  hllus  Burr, 

George  F.  Davis,  Jo^hua  S.  Dunklee, 

Andiew  J.Jiowne,  William  P.  Long, 

L.  Foster  Morse,  NahumChapin, 

Phineas  B.  Smith,  George  S.  Pendergast, 

George  H.  Williams. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Al  lerman  Harris  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on    Stieets    r<  spectfiiUy    report 
that  an  nddi.ioi.al  loan  of  $100,000  will  be  requued 
to  comi  lete  the   extebsion  cf   Devonshiie    stieet, 
northwardly  from  State  stieet,  via  Wilson's  lane 
to  Dock  square.    The  loan  authorized  at  the   pas. 
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sage  of  the  order  to  extend  this  street,  in  May, 
1872,  was  il{510,000.  The  land  and  building  damages 
paid  from  the  loan  to  this  time  amount  to  $470,- 
822  51;  for  pa\ing  the  street,  $7181  tO;  and  for 
other  sundiy  t  xpenses,  for  auction  sales  and  ad- 
vertising, $186;  a  total  of  $478,190— leading  an  un- 
expended balance  of  $3l,80y  99.  The  estimated 
amount  required  for  the  payment  of  claims  for 
land  and  building  damages  yit  unFCitled  is  $115,- 
000.  The  negotiation  of  the  additional  loan  will 
cost  tbe  city  about  JBUOO.  The  committee  theie- 
fore  recommend  the  pastage  cf  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authoiized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Final. ce,  the  sura  cf  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the  loan  for  the 
extension  of  Devonshire  stieet  to  Dock  square. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

THE    WATER     SUPPLY. 

The  order  to  allow  the  Cochiluate  Water  Board 
to  print  live  bundled  extra  copies  of  iheir  report 
on  an  additional  supply  of  waier,  (City  Document 
No.  29)  came  up  and  was  passed  in  concuirence, 
with  ihe  o>her  papers  fiom  the  Common  Council. 
Subseciuenily  Aluerman  Power  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration of  ihe  vote. 

Alderman  Power— I  intended,  when  this  order 
flist  came  up,  to  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  It  is  a  very  expensive 
document,  and  five  hundred  copies  of  it  are  re- 
quired. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Altlerman  1  ower — 1  move  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  i  rinting.  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  this  order  by  ihe  Superin- 
tendent of  1  rinting,  who  says  it  \\in  involve  the 
spending  of  quite  »  large  tum  of  money,  and  he 
tnoughtthe  question  ought  to  be  consideied  by 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Alderman  Cutter — 'While  I  am  willing  to  accom- 
modate the  chaiimau  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, if  his  appropriation  is  getting  i-hoit,  1  do  not 
feel  willing  to  let  so  impoitant  a  measuie  as  this 
go  by,  inasmuch  as  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  other 
bianch.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Water  Board,  anc^ 
I  know  the  importance  cf  pressing  forwaici  this, 
matter  of  builuing  a  new  conduit.  1  understand 
that  this  matter  is  hanging  in  the  other  branch 
for  want  of  information.  The  members  of  that 
body  have  ihe  light  to  be  fully  informed  upon  the 
suL3ect,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  if  they  are  in- 
formed they  will  vote  for  the  appropriation.  If 
the  printing  of  this  report  Mill  be  tne  means  of 
giving  them  the  necessaiy  information  1  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Power— My  attention  was  called  to 
the  subject  by  the  superiutenctent  of  printing. 
[The  Aluerman  read  a  letter  from  the  Supei  ii.teuu- 
ent  of  Printing  stating  that  the  report  wouLl  be 
very  expensive  to  reprint,  requirii,g  the  litho- 
graphing of  several  maps,  etc.]  That  is  why  i  ask 
for  this  reference.  1  have  not  had  time  to  consult 
him  any  further  and  have  no  other  know leuge 
than  what  is  conveyed  in  this  note.  1  think  the 
order,  involving  the  expense  that  it  does,  is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  inquire  how 
many  copies  of  that  report  were  originally  printed 
and  distributed. 

The  chairman — The  Chair  is  unable  to  state. 

Aldemian  AVorthington — This  is  a  veiy  impor- 
tant document.  The  city  is  about  to  vote  to  ^pend 
eight  million  dollars  for  a  larger  supply  of  water. 
Certainly  the  Common  C  ouncil  shoulu  have  full 
infoimaiion  for  the  consideratioH  of  that  subiect. 
I  think  we  ought  to  have  the  report  if  it  dots  cost 
several  hundred  dollars.  We  cannot  get  any  in- 
formation without  that  report.  If  we  begin  by 
saving  a  few  hundred  dollars  and  end  -  in  foolishly 
spenarug  many  millions,  we  shall  regret  it.  I  hope 
we  shall  pass  the  order  as  it  comes  from  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  know  that  any  one 
contemplates  refuting  the  appropriation  or  oppos- 
ing this  matter,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  com- 
mittee on  1  rinting  should  consider  that  order. 
That  is  what  the  committee  is  appointed  to  do  and 
that  is  the  proper  place  for  the  order  to  go.  I 
think  it  is  no  doubt  an  inadvertence  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  else  it  would  have  been  referred  to  the 
committee.  1  have  no  doubt,  if  the  printing  i^ 
desired  by  the  Water  Board,  that  the  committee 
on  Printing  will  recommend  that  it  be  done. 

Aldeimau  Cutter — Do  1  understand  that  the  ex- 
pense comes  from  the  appropriation  on  Printing? 
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Alderman  Stebbins— This  is  (City  Document  No. 
29)  one  of  the  most  imj  ortai.t  of  1  tst  year, 
beiiig  the  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
on  an  additional  mpi  ly  cf  water.  It  embraced 
therepcrtof  the  City  Ei.gineer,  coviri.  g  some 
twenty  ullferent  four ces  from  which  a  su^i  ly  of 
water  could  be  obtaii.ed.  This  documei  t  lias  been 
in  great  demand ;  citizens  have  cr  lied  for  it :  Imost 
daily,  and  ihe  Water  Board  has  Lecii  ui.alle  tc 
suj  ply  them.  It  would,  1  think,  be  very  fooli  h  to' 
delay  this  matter  by  the  proposed  reference  of  this 
orcer.  There  are  maps  in  that  re)  ort  which  are 
valuable  and  will  cost  a  large  amount  of  mouey, 
but  I  shall  go  for  the  printii^g.  1  do  i  ot  thii;k  it 
becomes  the  Sujuerii.tendent  to  delay  this  appio- 
priation  for  a  water  supply  by  preventing  the 
pi  in  til  g  of  this  report. 

Alderman  i  ower— I  do  rot  see  what  reason  any 
one  has  got  to  say  that  the  Superintendent  o£. 
Piinting  has  attempted  to  dcKiy  the  passage  tf^ 
the  order  for  a  water  supi  ly. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  note. 

Alderman  Power— Jus-t  now  there  was  a  little 
matter  of  badges,  which  amounted  to  a  hundred' 
dollars,  on  which  it  was  very  particular  to  placa  a 
limit.  Here  is  a  matter  that  we  do  rot  know 
whether  it  will  cost  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  dcl- 
lais.  This  Goveriment  thould  kr  ow  what  is  go- 
ing to  be  do  c,  and  that  is  what  we  have  a  Super- 
inteiidei  t  cf  i  rinting  for.  Kobody  here  can  t<  11 
what  it  is  going  to  cost.  If  any  gentleman  wishes 
to  i.ame  a  certain  limit  to  the  exjienses,  as  la  the' 
case  of  those  badges,  it  will  be  just  as  good.  Un- 
Itss  5ome  such  precaution  is  taken  I  think  it 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Prii  ting. 

Al  leimm  Cutter — 1  suppo-ed  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  to  super^ 
intend  \\hat  we  ordered  to  be  piinted,  and  I  did 
not  know  that  it  was  necessaiy  for  Lim  to  say 
what  should  or  shoi  Id  not  be  printed.  For  my 
part,  I  have  all  the  information  1  want;  but  I  want 
thos,;  gentlemen  in  ihe  Common  Coi^ncil  to  be 
enlightcnev..  Our  water  supply  may  be  exh  lusteel 
at  any  moment,  when  we  do  not  ur  am  cf  it.  Our 
conduit  is  piesseei  very  hard  every  day,  and  is 
liable  to  gi^  e  out.  I  do  not  see  anygooi  reason 
forelelay. 

Al  lerman  Power — I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can 
have  goo  I  reason  for  thinking  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  1  rinting  wn-hes  to  dictate  in  this  mat- 
ter. Hesinqly  wishes  to  c;  11  attention  to  the 
large  amount  of  money  to  be  expended.  'J  here 
have  been  five  hunelred  of  those  elocuments  circu- 
lai  ed  already,  and  I  think  that  if  they  coul  I  have 
anything  to  do  w ith  the  taking  of  the  water,  it 
wonl  1  ha^  e  been  taken  long  ago. 

(:n  motion  of  ^Herman  Cutter,  the  motion  to 
refer  was  laid  upon  the  tnlle  in  order  to  allow 
time  to  get  information  concerning  the  number  of 
documents  printed,  etc.,  and  later  in  the  session 
on  motion  of  j^lderman  lower,  the  subject  was 
again  taken  up  for  discussion. 

Alderman  1  ower— I  reiterate  the  statement  that 
it  f  eems  ir  rr.e  »brt  the  'oro'„rv  d^Si  osi  io" ')f  ih'S 
matter  is  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Commit  ee  on 
Printing.  If  any  member  of  ihe  Committee  on 
Water  or  Water  Board  will  state  that  this  order  is 
au  horized  by  them,  or  came  f  rem  them,  I  have  lo 
objection  to  it,  provideel  the  amount  islimiied. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  any  one  e  an  come  here 
from  the  street,  and,  Ihiough  inadvertence  on  the 
part  of  members  of  the  <  ouncil,  or  this  Board, 
get  an  order  to  piint  five  hundred  ( opies  cf 
the  history  cf  the  eiiy  cf  Boston.  Now,  is  i 
proper  for  this  Board  to  grant  sueh  a  request 
without  if  has  the  pro  er  authority  or  re  ommend- 
ation.  Besides,  Ihe  order  is  drawn  indefinitely — 
without  sajing  who  is  to  nay  fo'-  the  piinting.  Of 
course,  if  the  members  cf  ihe  Waicr  Board  or  the 
Committee  on  Waier  request  it  in  j  roper  form, 
the  C  ommitiee  on  Priniing  will  not  object  to  it. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— This  order  was  not  offered 
by  any  one  on  the  street,  but  by  one  of  the  most 
inbelligent  members  cf  the  other  branch  of  the 
City  Council.  I  suppose  he  knew  that  the  supply 
of  tbe  rcijoris  had  been  ohaust^^d.  I  move  that 
the  subject  be  laid  u  on  the  table  until  Wednes- 
day next,  when  I  will  give  the  gentleman  the  in- 
formation he  desiies. 

The  motion  jirevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Wednesday 
next  at  one  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  it  was  ordered 
that  a  committt  e  cf  one  be  apj  ointcd  to  examine 
the  returns  of  the  special  election  in  Ward  3  to- 
morrow, and  the  chiirman  appointed  Alderman 
Stebbins  saiej.  committee. 
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SMITH'S  RIDING  SCHOOL. 

Alierman  Tower  moved  to  reconsider  thT  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  grantiuc;  "leave  to  withdraw" 
on  petition  of  J.  M.  Smith  for  a  riding-school  sta- 
ble in  rear  of  101.3  Wn?  bington  .street,  on  property 
cf  the  heirs  of  W.lliam  Bngh  im. 

Al  ,ei man  Worthing! on— 1  should  like  to  have 
some  reasons  given  why  we  should  reconsider  that 
vote. 

Alderman  Tower— My  reason  is  principnlly  this: 
Of  couri^e,  until  the  vote  was  tiikcn  on  that  ques- 
tion, I  had  no  idea  how  any  member.' cf  thus  Board 
were  going  to  vote.  Af  t;er  seeing  the  votes  (  f  the 
members  of  this  Bou-d  1  must  say  that  I  was  very 
much  astonishe  1,  and  I  cannot  understand  how 
some  genllomen  could  vote  as  they  did  on  this 
que  tio.i.  Tere  is  one  gentlem:in  in  this  Bo.irJ,  at 
least,  who  voted  in  favor  of  granting  the  piayer 
of  the  petitioner  ffi;er  making  a  thorough  exfi'mi- 
uiition  of  ;in  estallishm^nt  sim  lar  to  the  one  pro- 
posed in  this  petition,  of  which  a  member  of  this 
Board  is  one  of  the  proprietors.  Af.er  making 
th  It  examination  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
such  an  establishment  coul  1  not  be  a  nuisance. 

Al  lermau  H  inis— 1  rise  to  the  point  of  order, 
whether  th  ^  Al  lei  man  has  the  right;  to  renect  up- 
on a.  y  member  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  his  bu-i- 
11  ess. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  does  rot  under.stand 
that  Al  lerman  Power  does  reflect  upon  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Board. 

Al  lerman  To.ver — I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can 
coiistrue  anything  I  have  said  as  a  reflection  upon 
auy  member  of  this  Board.  It  is  no  retlection  up- 
on a  gcllemaii  to  say  that  he  carries  on  a  ridii.g 
school,  which,  I  contend,  is  a  respectable  busii.css. 
I  did  not  iuteiid  ai  y  such  retlection.  1  said  that 
one  gctleman  ii  formed  me  that  he  voted  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petitio..ers  ;if  ter  thoroughly  ex- 
ami,  i.jg  an  establishment  of  which  a  member  cf 
this  Board  is  part  owiier.  According  to  his  judg- 
mer>t  such  an  est.abliehment  coulJ  rot  be  a  nui- 
sance. Now,  the  gentleman  f.om  the  Highland 
District  dwelt  strongly  upon  the  fact  that  this 
establishment  must  be  a  nuisance,  and  he  made  a 
very  pathetic  appeal  f  jr  the  hecTlth  and  welfare  cf 
thepeople  living  in  tlie  vicinity,  on  tlie  strength 
cf  the  statement  that  stables  generally  are  nui- 
sances. Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  theie  is  dan- 
ger cf  this  question  being  run  into  the  ground, 
and  ttiat  the  law,  which  was  made  for  a  good  pur- 
po-e,  is  to  be  perverted  and  used  to  tlie  uetiimenfc 
andinjuiyof  enterprising  business  men  tf  this 
city.  1  should  like  to  know  wliere  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  this  country  emanated  f/om, — and  wheie 
our  foi<  fathers  brought  up,  if  it  was  not  <  lote  by 
the  idc  cf  stables  and  in  the  fields,  and  not  over 
heated  furnaces  and  steam  pipes,  and  where  they 
got  their  st.ength  fiom.  A  great  deal  of 
biincouil  e  and  capital  is  made  out  tf  this  name 
cf  stable,  and  the  gentleman  comes  in  liere 
with  the  names  of  physicians  appended  to 
certificates  that  the  health  of  residents  of  that 
vicinity  would  be  endangered,  if  a  stable  is  located 
there.  Furthermore,  sir,  members  tf  this  Board 
have  int. mated  that  if  more  space  were  allowed 
on  two  sides  of  that  stable,  if  sufficient  room  was 
left  so  that  a  ho.e  carriage  or  steam  engine  might 
go  by  the  side  cf  that,  builiii.g,  they 
m'ght  charge  their  votes.  :  That,  sir,  is 
ai. other  rea-oa  way  I  have  moveil  a  re- 
consideration. But,  as  I  I'iaid  before,  the 
ge.tleman's  main  reliance  wais  o.i  his  etfort  to 
prove  that  such  places  must  jnecessarly  br  nui- 
sances. Now,  as  a  membejr  of  this  Loard 
is  one  of  the  propr.etors  of  such  an 
establishmaiit,  and  he  vofed  against  g.r- 
ing  the  petitioners  permission  lo  build  a 
stable— and  1  do  notbcl.eve  he  voce  J  against  it  be- 
cause he  tliought  such  an  establ.^hment  woulf  be 
a  nu  sance— he  may  ».e*ire  aiu  opportunity  to  give 
h  s  reasons  tor  .^o  aong.  If  he  is  prepare  1  to  give 
goo  I  reasons,  and  w  11  g.ve  theiu,  ana  if  he  states 
that  it  w  11  be  a  nuisance,  1  sh.U  not  press  this 
matter  any  further,  for  he  ought  to  be  the  very 
best  aui'nority  on  such  matters.  I  said 
that  one  member  mitht  change  his  vote 
if  more  space  were  t<J|  be  allowed  around 
the  bu  IJing.  I  bel  eve  the  owners  of  that  land 
are  desiious  of  meeiiug  the  residents  about  ihe.e 
in  the  most  1  beral  spirit.  'Ihey  are  also  anx.ous 
to  occupy  their  own  1  ind  an  i  get  some  income 
fiomit.  'Ihey  have  been  thwarted  in  eveiv  at- 
tempt to  improve  their  piopeity,  but  I  nave  ro 
doubt  that  f  time  is  given,  such  alierat.ons  w  11 
be  maae  in  the  plans  that  some  objections  fioui 
members  of  ihis  Board  wjII  bfe  ren.oveJ.  'Jhoso 
are  the  leaf  ons  why  1  make  this  n.oiion,  and  1 
hope  th.s  Board  WiU  icconsider  the  vote. 


Alderman  Worthington— I  trust  that  we  shall 
not  reconsider  this  vote.  I  have  looked  at  the 
subject  very  carefully,  and  am  fully  convinced 
that  the  erection  of  .such  a  stal  le  as  is  piOj.osed 
will  be  a  very  serious  inconvenience  to  the  resi- 
dents about  there ;  will  largely  deteriorate  the 
value  of  their  property,  and  result  veivmuch  to 
the  disadvantage  of  ihe  city.  Last  Monday  I 
dwelt  very  largely  uiion  the  nuisances  which  the 
citizens  of  that  locality  believe  will  occur  if  the 
Stable  is  erected,  but  1  (lid  not  sjeak  of  the  risk 
from  fire  as  1  had  intended.  In  investigating  the 
subject  I  went  to  see  the  presidents  cf  several  file- 
insurance  companies.  The  question  1  put  to  them 
was,  "Will  this  increase  the  risk?"  Three  cf  thtm 
said  it  would  inci ease  the  risk  fiom  thirty-three 
to  fif  ;;y  per  cent.  Persons  living  in  that  square 
will  have  to  pay  thiity-three  per  cent,  moie  oa 
their  insurance  than  now.  Today  1  went  to  the 
Fire  Coinmissio.  -  ;s  in  this  builuing,  giving  them 
the  exact  figures,  fiom  which  they  luaae  a  diaw- 
ing.  They  called  in  the  Chicf-E.gineer  tf  the  Fire 
Department  for  consultation,  anu  today  1  received 
this  note : 

Boston,  Fel).  9th,  1874. 

Alderman  Worthington:  Dear  Sir— The  t  hie f- 
Engineer  joins  with  me  in  the  oiiinion  that  a 
building  ot  the  size  named,  with  its  suriounuings, 
means  of  access  shown,  and  the  uses  intended  to 
be  made  of  it,  make  it  extiemrly  hazaidous  in 
case  of  fire,  much  more  dithcuU  to  extirguish 
than  other  buildings,  and  if  well  on  fiie  would  be 
very  disastrous  to  the  neighboihood. 

^  eiy  respectfully, 

D.   ClIAMBERLIN." 

I  asked  him,  before  he  wrote  this  note,  to  what 
extent  it  would  incifiase  the  lisk,  and  he  answeied, 
"The  chances  of  putting  out  a  fire  would  be  at 
least  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  in  an  ordin.ary 
building  erected  on  the  street."  I  take  it  that  the 
opinion  of  the  I'ire  Commissioners  and  the  C  hief- 
Engineer  is  about  as  good  authoiity  as  <  an  be  ob- 
tained. The  lot  is  two  hundied  ana  five  feet  oeep, 
has  one  hundred  and  six  feet  f.ont  on  Washington 
street,  and  one  hundred  and  six  feet  nine  inehes 
in  the  rear.  The  front  buiLnng  is  five  stories 
high  and  sixty-five  feet  deep.  The  passage 
fiom  the  rear  is  through  an  art hway  eleven  feet 
ana  four  inches  in  wiaih  and  sixty-five  feet  deep, 
the  building  being  one  hundred  and  three  feet 
squaie.  There  is  no  other  way  of  attacking  .hat 
building  uiiless  from  Briggs  plate,  on  whit  h  ihey 
have  no  righr  to  go.  If  they  had  such  a  light  ihe 
building  would  have  lo  be  attacked  intheiear — 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  chance  except 
through  the  arch.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  what 
chance  there  is  with  a  ladder  in  an  arch  like  ihis. 
On  the  sides  the  building  goes  wiihin  eighteen 
inches  of  the  abutters,  the  yards  to  the  house  be- 
ing only  ten  feet  wide,  if  you  wished  to  get  into 
this  building,  you  would  have  to  hold  a  ho^c  pipe 
straight  up  and  down.  I  think  ihe  facts  fully  jus- 
tify the  iiie  Commissioners  in  saying  ic  is  ihe 
worst  building  thatcan  beeiecied  in  ihat viciiii.y. 

Alderman  Power— I  gave  as  one  of  my  reasons 
for  a  reconsideration  that  the  owners  of  this  piop- 
eity wish  to  meet  all  objections  that  may  be  ofl.er- 
ed  in  the  most  liberal  spirit.  Ihey  propo.  e  to 
alter  the  plan  and  leave  suificient  space  to  meet 
all  objections.  But  the  Alierman  has  lead  a  1  tter 
from  Mr.  Chambeilin.  1  would  state,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  David  Chambeilin  gave  the  permission 
to  erect  that  Luilding,  and  he  stated  that  it  would 
be  getting  rid  of  the  great  risk  w  hich,  he  thought, 
existed  oa  the  premises  as  they  stana  today.  So 
much  for  what  Mr.  Chambeilin  says.  Now,  sir,  I 
want  to  ask  the  gentleman,  if,  when  he  consulted 
with  the  insurance  companies,  they  were  aware  of 
the  present  condition  ot  the  piemises. 

Alderman  Worthington — leifectly,  sir. 

Aldeiman  Power — And  knew  the  kind  of  build- 
ings standing  there  ? 

Aldeiman  Worthington — Yes,  sir,  they  told  me 
of  the  kind  of  building. 

Alderman  Power — ilie  owners  of  this  estate  do 
not  propose  to  have  seventy-five  windows  nor  half 
that  number  open.  A  good  proportion  of  the 
windows  on  those  plans  are  to  be  bricked  up. 
But  1  propose,  if  tnis  matter  is  reconsidered,  to 
have  it  laid  upon  the  table  until  the  owners  of  the 
property  can  present  plans  which  will  be  satis- 
factory to  this  Board.  A  great  many  of  the  ob- 
jections raised  by  the  gentleman  fioin  tlie  High- 
lauds  would  be  obviated  if  a  cliange  weie  made 
in  the  plans.  'J  he  owners  intend  to  try  to  meet 
any  reasonable  objection  against  such  a  bail  ling. 

Alderman  VVoriiiington — r  wish  to  correct  the 
gentleman.  Tnere  are  to  be  seventy-five  windows 
on  each  end,  and  the  half -windows  (.which  ^ic  t 
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be  bricked  up)  are  for  light  -where  the  horres  are 
to  stand.  The  windows  above  that  are  to  be  in 
the  riding  school,  and  must  be  open  for  ventila- 
tion. 

Alderman  Power— Ore  other  matter  I  wiph  to 
state,  'ihe  r  ghts  of  the  owi.ers  of  this  property 
in  Briggs  place  cam  ot  be  disputed.  1  holi 
in  my  hand  here  records  which  co.clusivcly  prove 
Iheir  right  to  pass  through  l-riggs  place— 'f  that 
has  ai  yihii  g  to  do  with  this  quest. oi  ,  though  1  do 
i.ot  thu.k  that  w  11  have  very  much  ii.lluei.ce. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  was  veiy  mtich  surprised 
at  theremaiks  of  the  geillemaii  fiom 'Wardl2. 
If  he  did  not  reflect  upon  an  hoj.oraLle  member  of 
this  Board,  he  certaii  ly  did  question  tiie  motive 
of  that  gei.lleman's  vote  at  the  lai-t  setsioi'.  'J  hat 
gei.tleman  veiy  propel  ly  keeps  his  feat;  but,  for 
oiie,  1  am  not  wilLi  g  to  let  such  remaiks  pass  un- 
noticed. 1  do  1  ot  thii  k  It  gei.tlemai  ly  to  attempt 
to  force  that  member  to  give  his  iea>  ons  for  vot- 
ii  g  as  he  did  at  the  last  meetii  g  cf  this  Board. 
But  the  takii  g  it  for  grai.ted  that  because  thef-e 
parties  are  ptttmp^infV"  es+nblish  s  busi-.^ss  simi- 
lar to  his,  he  voted  as  he  did  because  he  did  not 
-wait  any  comi.etition  in  that  section  of  the  city 
"is,  it  seems  to  me,  a  f'lur  that  should  i  ot  be  passed 
uui-oticed.  I  visited  the  piemises  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  1,  and  tne  members  cf  the  com- 
mlttte,  and  I  am  suie  we  ciid  i  ot  hcf-itate  five 
minutes  in  regard  to  the  unsuitableiess  of  the  site 
for  a  stable  of  tliis  kind.    I  believe  it  will  depreci- 

■  ate  all  the  proi  erty  in  the  ntighboi hood  about 
there  fully  twenty-five  per  cei.t.  And  I  am  willing 
to  take  it  for  g.  anted  that  evciy  gentleman  in  this 
Board,  even  if  he  cairied  on  the  same  business, 
would  cast  his  vote  on  the  me:  its  cf  this  case,  and 
that  the  gentleman  referred  to  voted  as  honestly 
as  any  other  member  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not .  ee  why,  if  a  perron 

is  blameles^ ,  he  .i-hould  need  any  dtfeme.    Jf  the 

1  gentleman  catt  his  vote  through  bone  t  motives  I 

«o  not  see  that  he  needs  any  defender  in  this 

■  Board.    The  que  tion  before  us  i-^  en  a  reconsider- 
:  ation  of  the  vote  whereby  we  gave  the  petitioners 

leave  to  withdraw. 

Aldeiman  Biook-— The  gentleman  from  "Ward  9 
veiy  properly  ^  ays  I  vi  ited  the  locality  in  compa- 
ny with  both  members  of  the  rommit.ee,  and,  as 
stated  by  the  gentleman  tiom  Ward  15,  my  great- 
est objection  to  tlie  place,  and  my  strongest 
rea  on  for  voting  again-t  granting  the  j.eti- 
lion,  was  the  risii  in  case  of  tire.  With  the 
location  turiounded  by  dwelling  house  ,  and 
the  close  pioximity  that  thi.  building  would 
have  to  tho  e  hou-c,  I  certainly  could  i.ot 
contider  that  Iwasdoii.g  justice  to  the  property 
hollers  in  that  locality  to  vote  to  permit  the  erec- 
tion of  a  builiiig  of  that  magLitude  which  might 
be  tilled  with  mateiiiils  that  woul.l  cause  an  im- 
mense tire.  That  was  my  great  i  earoii  for  votii  g 
as  1  did.  As  for  the  rtmarks  cf  tire  gentleman 
from  Ward  12, 1  did  notsup)Ohe  before  that  it 
was  required  of  any  mf  mber  cf  this  Board  that  he 
should  tell  any  gentleman  how  he  intended  to 
vote,  or  wny  he  did  s  o.  i  formed  my  own  o^.i^ion 
and  ^  oted  on  it  precisely  the  same  as  he  diii. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— Tnis  question  seems  to 
troul  le  this  Board  s  omewbat,  and  I  do  not  kr  ow 
but  that  it  may  be  as  well  to  have  another  mem- 
ber cf  this  Board  on  the  Committee  on  Health.  It 
seems  that  a  committee  of  two  cainot  agree. 
Tnty  both  differ  as  to  tie  manner  in  which  this 
buildii  g  is  to  be  constructed,  and  i  ow  the  matter 
has  simmered  down  to  dai  ger  from  tire.  I  do 
tot  see  how  a  manufacturing  i  lace  is  to 
iLcrease  the  risk.  The  i.surance  men  say  it 
will  increase  the  risk.  Why,  if  you  erect  a  i  lace 
as  high  as  the  Parker  House  any  whei  e,  it  will  in- 
create  the  lisk.  Uo  you  suppose  the  owneis  can 
afford  to  keep  theii  land  bare  because  when  they 
put  a  buildii  g  on  it  it  will  increase  the  lisk?  if 
you  help  builairg,  you  will  help  the  citv.  1  have 
voted  against  these  heiis  puttii  g  up'hazardous 
buildings.  NoLody  said  this  riiiing  fchotl  was 
hazardous  when  it  was  down  here  on  Wa^hil.gtou 
street.  There  is  no;hiug  hazardous  about  it.  you 
build  a  barren  brick  wall— there  is  nothing  to 
burn.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  a  close  con- 
nection with  a  high  buildii.g.  Mr.  fcmith  is  a  gen- 
tleman. I  have  sent  my  daughters  to  his  ridii  g 
school  and  I  pretena  to  say  that  we  should 
not  oiscourage  ridii  g  schools.  It  is  a  health- 
ful exercise.  Thegenileman  alludes  to  the  fact 
that  the  petitioners  in  aid  of  this  school  come 
from  Beacon  and  Hancock  streets.  Why,  that  is 
the  nearest  we  can  get  to  such  an  ins^titution  at 
the  present  price  of  land.  The  member  cf  this 
Board  who  carries  on  a  riding  school  need  noi  fear 
about  his  customers.    I  do  not  believe  he  does 


The  more  riding  schools  we  have,  the  more  people 
■will  ride.  The  more  we  buil  1  in  a  neighborhood, 
the  more  hazardous  it  will  be  for  occupants  of 
buil  lings  there.  Increase  building,  and  you  in- 
crease the  risk. 

AlJeiman  Power— I  trust  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  and  I  trust  that  the  gentl;  men  who 
have  exfiressed  themselves  as  willing  to  vote  for 
the  petition,  if  certain  alterations  can  be 
made  in  the  construction  cf  that  ctablish- 
mnt,  will  \  ot  for  the  reconsideration,  that  this 
matter  may  1  e  laid  uj  on  the  tal  le  until  i  lans  can 
be  sul  mitted  which  will  be  satisf  actoiy  to  a  ma- 
joiity  cf  this  Board. 

AKeiman  Worthirgton- 1  trust  that  we  shall 
not  reconsider  thisvote.  If  they  jnopose  to  change 
their  1  lans  let  them  come  in  with  a  nc  w  i  etition, 
and  let  it  be  rcf  ried  to  a  new  committee.  This 
matter  has  be-  n  bi  fore  the  committf  e,  and  should 
be  disi  osed  of,  t  o  that  the  resiaents  of  that  vicin- 
ity will  kiiow  what  thf  y  can  dej  end  ui  on.  When 
J  lans  thpt  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  Fire  Ee]  art- 
mtntwill  come  up,  that  will  be  time  enough  to 
act  in  on  them. 

Aldeiman  lower- The  gertleman  forgets  that 
if  this  petition  is  n  fused  the  petitioners  will  be 
pi  evented  f  ora  comirg  here  again  this  year. 

Aldeimaa  Cutter  in  tUe  chair. 

AlJeiman  Clark— I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsid. 
cr  will  j)ievail.  I  thii  k  it  is  an  ui  fair  and  an  uu 
just  thii  g  towards  these  ])arties  who  wish  to  im" 
prove  their  property  to  lefuse  to  grant  this  peti- 
tion. As  1  understand  it,  there  are  three  purposes 
for  which  this  property  can  be  improved.  One  is 
a  riding  school,  oi.e  a  buildirg  for  mechanical  pur- 
poses, and  the  other  is  for  a  t  ower  garden.  1  con- 
tend that  we  cam  ot  compel  the  owi.ers  cf  this 
property  to  keep  their  land  vacant,  or  use  it  for 
the  purposes  of  a  flower  garden,  or  to  give  light 
and  air  to  the  surrounding  resident^.  I  am  .sur- 
prised that  the  gertleman  from  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict should  be  so  opposed  to  the  erection  of  st.a- 
bles.  He  has  a  inagniflcent  stable  cf  his  own,  fil- 
ed with  hor>  es  and  cows,  and  his  f  iimily  do  not  ob- 
jet  t  to  it.  1' urthermore,  there  are  within  a  stone's 
thiow  ( f  many  of  the  best  houses  in  Boston  stables 
containing  five  bundled  horses,  and  they  are  not  ob- 
jectionable. 1'  or  years  ago  there  was  on  C  bestnut 
street  a  first-class  riding  schoc  1,  patronized  by  the 
neighborhood.  None  ever  objected  to  that  stalle 
on  account  cf  nuisance  or  dangers  from  fire.  Fur- 
thei more,  this  great  bugbear  cf  fiie,whiih  is  so 
viviuly  portrayed,  is  all  moonshine.  A  stable  is 
not  half  t  o  dangerous  as  a  machine  shop.  I  think 
the  OM'ners  cf  that  propeity  deserve  great 
credit  for  wanting  to  go  forward  and  improve 
their  buil  ling.  AVe  r^  fused  to  give  them  permis- 
f  ion  to  put  up  a  building  for  mechanical  purposes, 
and  now  they  ask  for  pei mission  to  erect  such  rn 
cstal  lis  hment  as  you  w  ill  see  in  New  York  right  en 
the  main  streets.  A  modern  stable  is  quite  a  differ- 
ent thlngf  rom  the  nuisance  that  exists  on  the  terri- 
to  yatlhepresenttime.  No\v,sir,agreatstress was 
laid  upon  the  fact  that  pec  pie  who  signed  the  peti- 
tions for  this  riding  s  choc  1  aid  not  live  in  the  im- 
mediate neighboi  hood.  '1  hat  petition  was  got  up 
for  this  leason:  It  was  insinuated  thnt  ibis  riding 
Echoc  1  would  not  be  kept  in  a  i  especta)  le  manner, 
and  those  who  signed  that  petition  wished  to  show 
that  they  disputed  that  theoiy.  It  showed 
that  Ml.  Smith's  school  had  been  patron- 
ized Vy  the  veiy  best  people  in  Boston;  that 
It  had  been  managed  in  such  a  manner  that 
mothers  would  fllow  their  daughters  to  go 
there.  And  that,  sir,  has  been  the  character  of 
the  ridii  g-school  stal  le  kept  on  Was  hirgton  stieet 
for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years.  It  did  not  take 
fire  there,— but  a  fire  caught  in  a  furniture  store 
and  burned  the  stalle  down.  In  regard  to  raising 
the  insurance  rates,  it  is  not  necessary  to  goto 
piesidents  cf  insurance  companies.  1  am  sur- 
prised that  they  did  not  say  that  the  increase 
woilibe  greater.  Nor  is  it  necessary  for  us  to  go  to 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  for  we  know  just  ns  much 
about  It  as  they  do.  'J  he  effect  cf  refusing  to 
grant  this  petition  will  be  to  cause  ihe  ow^iers,  in- 
stead of  improving  iheir  property,  to  dispose 
cf  it  and  put  the  money  into  United  States 
bonds.  We  want  just  such  men  who  will  im- 
prove property,  — by  the  erection  of  buildings 
for  mechanical  purposes,  instead  of  investing 
their  money  in  Coven.ment  bonds.  Now,  I 
coniend  that  the  wants  cf  this  (  ommunity  demand 
£U(  h  insti.utions  as  this.  We  have  not  got  enough 
cf  them  m  the  ( i.y  lodav.  The  veiy  least  we  can 
do  IS  to  recon.sider  the  last  vo'.e,  lay  the  petition 
on  the  tal  le,  and  let  the  par.  ies  c  ome"f oi  ward  w  ii  h 
their  1  lans,  as  theyprojose  to  do:  let  them  pre- 
sent plans  which   this   Board  can  accept.    It  is 
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nothing  more  th.an  an  act  of  justice.  So  far  as 
being  an  injury  to  tlie  neight.orhood,  Ihc  iaea  is 
f  UaLious.  The  character  of  that  neighborhood 
has  been  changing,  and  has  not  been  a  very  desir- 
alle  plice  for  dwellings  for  many  years.  Dover 
street,  Shawmut  avenue,  Treinont  street  and 
Washington  street,  in  that  se Jiion,  are  fast  becom- 
ing business  sireets,  and  I  ho,.e  to  see  the  lime 
when  we  shall  i.ee  I  all  that  terri.Oi-y  for  business. 
Tho'-e  peo;  le  cannot  afford  to  live  on  land  whi:h 
commands  such  a  high  j/rice.  Those  parties  are 
not  going  to  be  ii.jured  so  very  much.  You  can- 
rot  fli.d  a  party  there  who  bought  laud  sev- 
eral years  ago,  but  can  sell  it  toJay  for  much 
much  more  ttian  he  paii  for  it.  I  am  glai  to 
see  busii.ess  growii.g  towards  the  South  E  .d,  and 
I  do  iiOt  care  now  soon  that  sectio.x  will  be  turned 
into  business  street*.  Now,  if  ttiose  parties  do 
i;ot  wai.t  to  stny  there,  1  t  th  m  sell  out  and  move 
away.  Mr.  Brigham  will  buy  the  laud  and  per- 
haps erect  a  hotel  there,  or  a  theatre.  1  would 
not  do  anything  to  ii.juie  these  peoj  le,  but  we 
rllow  stablis  at  the  Vest  E  .d,  it  seems  to  me 
tuat  we  can  do  fo  at  thft  Pouth  End.  Let  us  re- 
co.isiJer  this  vote  aud  1  ly  the  subj  ict  upon  the  ta- 
bl->,  and  let  the  architect  present  i  l-ius  that  we 
can  accept,  so  that  uo  member  of  this  Board  can 
Bay  it  is  dai  gerous  o  i  account  of  lire. 

Al  lerman  1.  ower — The  gen.leman  from  Ward  9 
has  unierlaken  in  his  defence  of  ano  her  member, 
lo  catechise  me  as  to  my  righ  s  in  this  Board.  I 
think  I  know  my  rights,  and  knowing  them  I  feel 
capable  of  maintaining  ihem  for  myself ,  an  t  do 
no  ;  need  any  voluuicers  in  my  d(  feuv  e.  I  was  in 
hopes  that  we  had  an  entire  Board  made  up  of  that 
kind  of  ma.erial.  I  claim  iha.Ihave  a  right  to 
cal  u^^on  any  member  of  his  Boari  io  give  infor- 
mation upoii  any  subject.  When  we  know  ihat 
one  gen  leman  possesses  more  informaaon  upon 
Ibis  subject  than  any  o.her  member,  I  think  we 
have  arigh;,lo  call  upon  him.  Now,  sir,  id  does 
api)ear  that  one  gen.leman  of  ihis  Board  has 
vo  ed  against  a  measure  that  might  be  for  the 
pu.  lie  good,  because  his  private  in  erest  m  ght  be 
assaded.  I  say  ic  has  that  appearance,  and  being 
fo,  it  is  a  grave  re^^ection  upon  ihis  Boar  I.  SulE 
h.is  not  b-en  ihs  case  since  I  have  been  a  member 
of  ihis  Board.  I  desire  to  read  the  following  f.om 
th*;  rules  and  orders  of  iha  Board  of  Aldermen: 

"3cct.  14.  No  member  shill  bo  permitted  to 
vote,  or  serve  0  1  any  committee,  on  any  question 
•where  his  private  right  is  immeuiately  coi.cerned, 
diitinct  f  lom  the  public  interest." 

I   do  not  say  that  any  member  of   this   Board  is 


situated  as  that  rules  ays,  but  it  is  for  members  of 
this  Board  to  ex].lain  if  they  have  the  appearance 
of  doing  so.  I  do  not  claim  or  charge  that  any 
member  lias  done  so,  but  1  say  it  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  to;  that  impression  has  gone  abroad 
and  r.othing  but  an  explanation  will  efface  it, 
and  in  justice  to  this  Board  an  explanation  is 
called  for.  The  gentleman  can  give  it  or  not,  as 
he  chooses. 

Al  lerman  Worthington — I  dcire  to  say  that 
th  ^re  are  more  than  tiiree  uses  which  can  be  made 
of  this  property.  First,  th  y  claim  to  have  a  right 
to  go  through  Briggs  J  lice;  if  that  is  so  they  can 
put  up  a  style  of  bull  ling  tnat  wiD  let  quickly  and 
profitably.  There  are  abundant  other  uses  to 
wiiich  the  property  can  be  put.  But  wliat  are  the 
facts  in  the  case?  Ask  why  that  property  's  as- 
sessed at  $1  50  per  foot,  and  the  assessors  will  tell 
you  that  it  is  interior  property  and  cannot  be  used 
for  many  purposes.  The  Al  lerman  says  the  owner 
w  11  buy  tne  adjoining  property  for  a  respectable 
pr.ce.  The  abutters  nave  said  they  woul  1  buy  this 
land,  but  the  least  the  owner  wjU  take  is  5*5  per 
fojt.  The  gentleman  says  that  section  is  all  com- 
ing into  business  uses.  Why,  the  very  nature  of 
the  streets  will  keep  business  away  from  that  sec- 
tion. It  is  inhabited  by  a  class  oif  persons  whom 
■we  are  called  upon  to  protect  from  nuisance. 
They  have  bu  It  their  houses  and  should  be  per- 
mitLed  to  live  there  and  t  ot  have  a  nuisance 
placed  beside  them.  Let  them  place  that  building 
sixty  feet  h'gh  there  and  the  sun  wifl 
never  shine  on  the  adjacent  dwfUings.  That 
is  a  nuisance  which  the  city  authorities  ought  to 
prevent  being  put  there.  In  addition  to  the  height 
of  the  building,  comes  the  smell  from  the  stable, 
the  noise  from  the  stamping  and  kicking  of  horses 
and  the  shaking  of  wudows.  Everything  about  a 
riding  school  becomes  a  nuisance,  especially  in 
the  summer  season.  If  those  ladi- s  at  the  West 
Eud  desire  to  have  a  ri  ling  school,  they  can  build 
one  right  in  their  midst.  And  if  tne  abutters 
choose  to  move  away  they  can  affori  to  do  so.  But 
down  here,  their  houses  are  all  they  have  in  the 
world, — and  mortgaged  at  that.  This  stable 
wll  i-educe  the  value  of  those  houses  fully  twf  nty- 
flve  per  cent.;  it  will  be  a  ciuelty  that  this  Board 
should  not  permit.  When  a  new  petition  comes 
in  for  a  stable  let  us  consider  that,  but  let  the  vote 
on  this  one  remain  where  it  is. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldeiinen, 

FEBRUARY    11,    1874. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  hell  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

UKFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  sewer  assessments  on  Alonzo 
Bowers  and  Bailey  &  Jenkins.    Passed. 

THE  SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WARD  THREE. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins  presented  the  following : 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  return 
of  votes  cast  in  Ward  3  on  the  lOih  inst.,  for  one 
Representative  from  the  Third  Suffolk  District  in 
the  place  of  John  Tewksbury,  whose  seat  was 
declared  vacant  by  the  jiresent  Legislature, 
have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  report  that 
the  return  is  propeily  made,  and  exhibits  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Nathimiel  J.  Kust  has 382 

Thnmas  J.  Anderson 248 

WiUiam  H.  Cook 109 

Nathaniel  J.  Kust,  having  a  plurality  of  ballots,  is 
accordingly  elected. 

Solomon  B.  Stehbins,  Committee. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  certificate  of 
election  of  Nathaniel  J.  Rust  was  signed. 

REPORTS  presented. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  (4roun(is— Report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Elisha  T.  Loring,  for  leave  to  cut  cfovvn 
two  trees  on  Ashland  street.  Ward  16,  recommend- 
ing that  the  petitioner  be  allowed  to  remove  said 
trees  at  his  own  expense  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.    Accepted. 

14y  AUlerman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  Warren-street  Chapel  to  hold  a  festival  at 
Music  Hall,  Feb.  23,1874;  and  Albert  Howe  for 
license  as  an  auctioneer  at  Brighton.  Severally 
accepted. 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  Board  pro- 
ceed to  an  election  for  First- Assistant- Assessors. 

Al  lerman  Prescott— I  hope  this  matter  will  not 
be  hurried  up  today.  I  have  not  had  time  to  look 
over  this  list  of  nominations  for  First-Assistant- 
Assessors  which  has  been  upon  our  table  since  the 
last  meeting,  having  bten  engaged  in  public  busi- 
ness both  day  and  evening.  Here  we  have  thirty- 
three  First- Assistant- Assessors  to  elect,  who  are  to 
make  a  valuation  of  several  hundred  million  dollars 
of  property.  I  shouLl  like  to  have  a  little  more 
time  to  look  into  the  subject,  that  I  might  vote 
more  intelligently  than  1  can  today.  The  ordi- 
nance prescribes  that  these  officers  shall  be  elected 
on  the  first  Monday  of  Februaiy,  or  within  sixty 
days  thereafter,  and  they  do  not  assume  their  po- 
sitions until  the  first  of  April.  I  cannot  see  any 
advantage  in  taking  a  ballot  today,  and  1  ask  that 
the  nominations  be  laid  over,  at  least  until  the 
regular  meeting  on  Monday  next. 

Alterman  Stebbins — I  suppose  it  is  understood 
that  the  object  of  committees  is  to  give  such  mat- 
ters the  careful  consideration  they  require.  The 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  have  spent 
considerable  time  in  making  up  these  nomina- 
tions, and  they  certainly  have  been  successful  in 
procuring  thirty-three  candidates  who  will  bear 
very  favorable  comparison  with  any  who  have 
been  presented  for  many  years.  If  a  member  is 
dissatisfied  with  any  name  on  the  list  he  can  sub- 
stitute another  for  it. 

The  Board  voted  to  proceed  to  an  election. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  a  recess  of  five 
minutes  be  taken.    Lost. 

Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Harris  were  appointed  a 
commitlee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they  re- 
ported as  follows  • 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 12 

William  J.  EUis 12 

Micha,il  Carney 12 

Kdward  F.  Robinson 12 

P.  Ambrose  \  oimg 12 

Edwin  B.  Spinney 12 

Charles  E.  Jackson 12 


Abraham  G.  Wyman 3 

William  H.  Cundy 12 

Charles  Newell 12 

George  F.  WiUiams 12 

Otis  Rich U 

George  F.  Davis U 

Andrew  J.  Browne 12 

L.  Foster  Morse 12 

Phineas  B.Smith 12 

William  Wlthington 12 

John  L.  Brigham 12 

Henry  Pierce 12 

H.  N.  Holbrook 7 

John  Brown 9 

R oger  H .  Scanned 12 

Joseph  R.  Grose 11 

Charles  E.  Grant 5 

George  A.  Comins 12 

Gideon  Walker 12 

Judson  Chapiu 8 

Theophilus  Burr 11 

Joshua  S.  Dunklee 12 

William  B.  Long 11 

Nahum  Chapiu 10 

Georsre  S.  Pendergast — 12 

John  H.  Giblin 8 

Joseph  L.  Draw 8 

Richard  J.  Fennelly T 

James  Healey 51 

P.  McCarty 3 

A.  Vose,.Jr 1 

James  Dennie 2 

William  Gallagher 1 

A.  D.  Capen 1 

The  gentlemen  above-named  receiving  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  were  declared  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  except  Messrs.  Holbrook 
and  Fennelly,  who  had  seven  each.  The  second 
ballot  resulted  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

H.  N.  Holbrook 4 

R.  J.  Fennelly 8 

and  R.  J.  Fennelly  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

BEQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Cutter  presented  a  report  (City  Doc. 
No.  24)  from  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  requesting 
an  additional  appropriation  for  the  remainder  of 
the  financial  year.  The  expenses  incurred  on  sev- 
eral bridges  beyond  the  amounts  anticipated  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  have  been  as  follows: 
Broadway  Bridge,  $575;  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
Bridge,  $1801  47;  Neponset  Bridge,  $985  96;  Merid- 
ian-street Bridge,  $601.  In  addition  to  these  ex- 
penses, the  department  is  called  upon  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  bridges  in 
the  territory  recently  annexed.  The  estimated 
amount  during  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year 
is  $5004  32,  and  the  committee  request  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  $5000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
for  the  month  of  January  was  received.  The 
board  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  annexa^ 
tion  of  Chailestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton 
has  added  to  the  city  a  very  large  area  to  be  pro- 
tected against  fire,  and  that  there  was  at  the  time 
of  an!?exi>,ti(>n  a  fo'-oe  in  the  fire  departments  of 
the  several  towns  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  men,  variously  organized.  The  board  are 
of  opinion  that  this  number  is  unnecessarily  large, 
but  that  the  addition  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  should  be  made  to  the  force  provided  for  by 
the  ordinance  of  October  13, 1873,  establishing  the 
Fire  Department  of  Boston,  and  that  this  force  is 
needed  to  properly  protect  those  districts 
from  fire.  "They  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the"  ordinance  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  the  force  of  the  department 
700  men  instead  of  550.  Appended  to  the  report  is 
a  statement  of  the  fires  during  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, of  which  the  following  is  a  summary:  Num- 
ber of  alarms  85,  of  which  26  were  "stills"  ;  in  the 
city  proper  53,  South  Boston  7,  East  Boston  0,  Rox- 
bury 11,  Dorchester  5,  Chailestown  6,  Brighton  2, 
West  Roxbury  1.  Loss  on  buildings,  $288,561 ;  loss 
on  stock,  $174,054  48;  insurance  on  buildings,  $527,- 
600;  insurance  on  stock,  $224,180. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  rei)ort  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

-Uderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  A.  W.  Per- 
rin  and  all  other  parties  interested  that  this  Board 
will,  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Februa- 
ry next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  take  into  considera- 
tion the  expediency  of  removing  a  tree  standing 
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in  the  centre  of  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  estate 
owned  liy  said  ferriii,on  tlie  south  side  of  Waverley 
street,  and  any  per,  on  who  objects  thereto  will 
then  and  there  be  heard. 
Passed. 

NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

On  motion  of  Al.lci  man  Stebbins,  the  nomina- 
nations  of  the  Mayor  presented  at  tlie  meeting  on 
Monday  for  tlie  offices  (f  Superintenlent  of 
Lamps,  l<"aneuil  K:>.n,  Faneiiil-Hall  Marliets, 
Wagons  and  Trucks,  Hacks  and  Cariiages,  Intel- 
ligence Offices  antl  Pawnbrokers  and  Inspector  of 
01  Milk,  were  taken  from  the  table  and  confiimed. 

THE  REPORT  ON  THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Al  lerman  Cutter,  the  order  to 
print  .WO  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Water 
Board  (City  Doc.  No.  '2'J)  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  state  that  the  print- 
ing of  this  doeument  will  be  veiy  expensive;  it 
will  co?t  $500  to  print  one  map  r.lonc.  The  City  En- 
gineer has  in  his  po>session  some  sixty  copies 
which  can  be  sent  to  the  other  bianch,  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  th  it  as  theie  we: e  a  thousand  copies 
originally  printed  this  matter  siiould  go  the  C  om- 
mittep  on  Printing,  and  I  therefore  move  that  it 
be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Aldei  man  Power — It  was  intimated  by  some  of 
the  members  of  this  Boa:d  at  the  last  meet- 
ing that  perhaps  the  Superintendent  cf  Print- 
ing had  gone  outside  the  line  of  his  duty,  and 
some  thought  tint  his  action  had  the  appearance 
of  dictating  to  this  Board.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
he  had  any  idea  that  the  letter  he  wrote  to  me  was 
going  to  be  made  pullic.  As  cliiiiman  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  I  have  requested  him  to 
notify  me  when  any  matters  come  up  which  affect 
that  department  or  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  in 
accordance  with  those  inst.uci,ions  he  s-entme 
that  letter.  He  had  no  idea  of  dictating  to  this 
Board,  and  I  would  like  permission  to  read  anoth- 
er letter  from  him : 

Office  Superintendent  of  Printing,  ) 
Boston,  Feb.  tlth,  1874.  ( 
Alderman  Power :  Dear  Sir — Noticing  by  the 
report  of  Monday's  meeting  of  the  Boar  1  of  Al- 
dermen, that  1  am  accused  of  iinpropeily  inter- 
fering with  tbe  proceedings  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, I  desire  to  offer  the  following  exi'lination: 
I  learned  incidentally  in  the  office  of  the  Water 
Department — having  usually  the  is^ue  of  its  re- 
ports— that  the  propo  al  was  pending  for  reprint- 
ing the  Document  No.  29,  and  that  it  was  believed 
it  had  not  orighiatsd  in  the  Water  Department. 
Knowing  that  the  co'-t  would  be  unui^uylly  large, 
and  would  be  charged  to  the  printing  appropria- 
tion, if  I  was  rightly  informed,  I  eon>iderei  it  my 
duty  to  notify  you,  as  cliairman  of  tlie  Printing 
Committee,  of  the  nature  of  the  order.  I  have 
noticed  in  reports  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee on  additional  appropriations  asked 
for,  that  department  officers  have  been  cau- 
tioned to  take  all  proper  care  to  p. event  the  ap- 
propiiations  f. ailing  short.  As  the  printing  appro- 
priation is  almost  entirely  disbursed  under  my 
supervision,  an  I  it  is  doublfal  whether  it  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  year,  I  coul  I  properly  pursue  no 
other  coui  se.  '1  he  first  edit  on  of  the  rejo  t  (Doc. 
29)wa=i  1000  copies,  and  co^t  5.1377  37,  of  which 
$138  57  was  charged  to  printing,  and  $738  60  to  ad- 
ditional supply  of  wate".  Tae  cost  of  500  addi- 
tional copies  is  now  estimated  at  if-ebO.  Twenty- 
flve  hundred  copies  of  a  repo  t  on  the  Mystic  wa- 
ter have  just  been  conn  leted,  by  order  of  the  Cty 
Council,  for  general  information,  and  charged  lo 
printing.  I  was  not  awa;e  of  the  want  of  Docu- 
ment 20  for  any  o  her  purpose  than  pullic  ii. for- 
mation, as  the  report  is  on  file  in  the  depar  ments, 
and  wjU  be  bound  in  the  volumes  of  city  doju- 
ments.  I  respectfully  disclaim  any  purpose  of  in- 
terference with  the  pi  oceedings  of  ei  her  branch 
of  the  City  Conned,  having  only  endeavored  to 
give  proper  informat  on  to  one  per.son  only,  with 
whom  my  official  relaUon  is  such  as  seemed  to  re- 
quire it.  Respectfully  yours, 

George  Coolidge, 
Superintendent  of  Printing. 

Alderman  Stebbins — As  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing  report-;  that  the  printing  of  five  hundred 
co))ies  of  the  report  will  co-t  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  1  shall  move  to  amend  the  order  by  mak- 
ing the  number  three  hundred,  and  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  aj>propiiation  for  an  Addi- 
tional Supi  ly  of  Water. 

Alderman  Power— llie  lessening  of  the  number 
of  copies  will  lessen  the  expense  but  very  little. 
ALf  ter  the  type  is  set  the  expense  of  Ave  hundred 


will  be  very  little  more  than  that  for  three  hun- 
dred. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  should  hope  that  if  the  com- 
mittee think  best  to  have  any  printed  at  all,  the 
number  may  be  one  thousand.  The  maj)  will  cost 
five  hundied  dollars  alone.  1  hope  the  order  will 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  plate  for  the  printing 
of  the  map  is  already  in  existence,  and  the  princi- 
pal cost  will  be  (■  etting  the  type  for  the  report. 

Al  ICi man  Cutter — 'the  City  Engineer  stated  to 
me  that  the  plate  was  not  in  existence. 
Al  terman  Stebbins  renewed  his  amendment. 
The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  to  refer  took 
precedence,  and  the  Board  voted  to  refer  the  or- 
der to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

smith's  riding  school. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  motion  of  Al- 
derman Power  to  reconsider  the  vote  giving  J.  M. 
Smith  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  to  locate  a 
riding  school  at  1043  Washington  street,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall — I  have  a  few  words  to  say  in 
connection  with  this  subject.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  said,  at  the  meeting  on  Monday, 
that  there  was  a  gentleman  connected  with  this 
Board  who,  he  thouglit,  coiibl  give  some  valuable 
information  on  the  subject  of  this  riding  school. 
It  is  for  that  purpose  that  1  made  the  motion  to 
take  this  subject  from  the  table.  I  am,  as  the 
Alderman  said,  proprietor  of  a  riding  school  on 
West  Dedham  street.  I  bought  the  land  some- 
thing over  six  years  ago,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
righ.ly,  for  the  purpose  of  a  stable.  At  the  time 
1  bought  the  land  there  was  a  petit:on  before  the 
City  Government  for  permission  to  locate  a  stable 
there.  I  purchased  the  lot  for  this  special  pur- 
po-e,  and  made  one  payment  with  the  distinct  un- 
derstanding that  if  1  failed  to  get  permission  to 
erect  a  stable  on  it  I  would  forfeit  the  money  then 
paid,  and  I  did  not  take  a  deed  of  the  land  until 
after  I  had  received  permission  to  erect 
the  stable.  I  paid  sixi;y-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
foot  more  for  ic  for  this  jjurpose  than  I  could  have 
bought  it  for  to  have  used  in  other  busi- 
ness. This  lot  was  sixty  feet  front,  and  I 
bought  it  of  the  owners  of  the  houses  on  Upton 
street  directly  in  my  rear.  Adjoining  this  proper- 
ty was  a  lot  twenty-five  feet  in  front,  occupied  by 
tenement  houses,  and  this  land  I  bought  of  the 
parties  who  1  vecl  upon  it.  The  next  lot  to  that 
was  thrty  feet  front,  and  it  had  been  occupied  by 
a  stable,  ihis  lot  1  al=o  purchased,  making  115 
feet  front  by  90  deep,  the  size  of  the  present  build- 
ing upon  it,  which  is  six  stories  high.  So  much 
for  my  stable.  Between  my  bu'lding  and  1  pton 
street  there  is  a  passageway  of  twenty  feet,  and 
the  yards  in  the  rear  of  iliose  houses  are  some  forty 
feet  deep,  making  a  distance  of  sixty  feet  from 
my  stable  to  those  houses.  I  have  a  statement 
here  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  those  houses  on 
TJplon  street  from  18C9  to  1873,  inclusive,  which  is 
as  follows : 
No.  of  house.       1869.         1S70.       1871.  1872.  1873 

30 $13,600  $12,000  $11,000   $11,000  $11,000 

32 13,(100    12,000   11,000    11,000   11,000 

34 13,000    12,000   11,000    11,000   11,000 

36 12,000    11,000   1(1,000    10,(iUO   10,000 

38 12,(J00    11,000   10,000    10,000   10,000 

40 12,000    11,000   10,000    10,000   10,000 

42 12,000    11,000   10,000    10,000   10,000 

This  f  hows  a  depreciation  of  $2500  on  the  valua- 
tion of  No.  30  and  $2000  on  each  of  the  other  pieces 
of  piopeity  in  my  immediate  rear,  with  a  pa- sage- 
way  twenty  feet  and  a  yard  of  forty  feet  in  width 
between  them  and  my  lot.  I  wish  the  Board  to 
understand  distii.ctly  that  I  bought  this  land  from 
the  paities  who  owned  and  lived  in  those  houses 
in  my  immediate  rear.  Now,  then,  if  my  stable 
has  so  depreciated  that  property,  with  the  dis- 
tance of  sixty  feet  between  my  lot  and  those 
houses,  how  much  more  will  a  stable,  built  after 
the  plan  propo- ed  in  this  petition,  depreciate 
those  small  houses  abutting  on  three  sides  of  the 
estate  c-f  the  heirs  of  William  Brigham,  in  the 
rear  of  1043  W^ashington  street.  And  my  motives 
are  called  in  question,  today,  because  I  voted 
against  permittii.g  this  stable  to  be  erected. 
On  th  ee  sides  of  this  lot  are  dwelling 
houses,  owned  and  occupied  by  men  of  mod- 
erate means,  who  have  remonstrated  against 
the  granting  of  ilie  prayer  of  ihese  petitioners. 
The  la^t  City  Government  ref  useil  to  permit  a  sta- 
ble io  be  built  upon  that  lot— and  very  justly,  I 
think.  At  1  hat  time  I  was  importuned  to  assist 
the  lemonstrants,  to  the  end  that  the  petitioners 
might  have  leave  to  withdraw,  but  1  did  not  do  so. 
But  in  the  present  ca^e  I  have  voted  to  proteci;the 
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interest  of  the  poor  against  the  rich,  and  for  so 
doing  I  am  called  in  question.  I  believe  the  gen- 
tlemen of  this  Board  are  far-seeing  enough  to 
know  that  no  one  business  can  thrive  alone.  C'om- 
petition  is  the  life  of  trade,  and  to  that  end  I  in- 
vite all  who  are  interested  to  build  as  many  riding 
schools  at  the  Sonth  End  as  they  may  choo?e,  for 
I  believe  it  would  be  for  my  interest  for  them  to 
do  so.  I  believe  Ihat  it  would  be  an  injury  to  the 
business  if  any  one  per  on  had  a  monopoly  of  it, 
and  I  can  fairly  and  honestly  say  that  we  are  not 
doing  as  much  business  today  as  we  did  when  there 
were  two  other  riding  schools  in  thi-^  city.  I  would 
be  very  glad  to  have  more  riding  schools  e'tabli  h- 
ed.  My  right  to  vote  on  this  f  ubject  ha^  been  ques- 
tioned by  the  gem  le man  from  Ward  12.  I  claim 
that  I  had  a  right  to  vote  upon  it  as  1 1  bought  flt, 
and  without  giving  any  reasons  at  o\l,  unless  I 
chose  to  do  so.  I  voted  as  I  did  because  these 
hou  es  are  owned  and  occupied  by  persons  who 
became  posi-e-sed  of  them  by  honest  toil.  I  claim 
the  right  always  to  vote  to  protect  the  poor  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  rich.  Many  of  tho?e 
houses  are  mortgaged  for  two-thirds  of  their 
value,  and  if  they  depreciate  as  much  as  those  in 
my  rear  have,  you  will,  by  giving  permission  to 
erect  this  stalie,  turn  them  from  i heir  comfort- 
able, honestly  and  hard-earned  homes,  pennile  s 
into  the  street.  The  gentleman  who  has  the  honor 
to  preside  over  thi«  Board,  in  hi-;  remarks, 
last  Monday,  said,  "if  ihiv  do  not  like  the  sta- 
ble, let  them  sell  out  and  move  away."  Now, 
in  the  name  of  all  that  is  fair,  is  that  a  good 
reason?  is  this  a  fair  reason,  and  Mliat  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  from  such  a  source  ?  If  it  is  satis- 
factory to  him,  it  is  not  so  to  me,  and  I  cannot  al- 
low him  to  think  and  judge  for  me.  As  to  the  lo- 
cation of  this  stable  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
means  of  access  is  a  passage  through  an  archway 
sixty  feet  long  by  eleven  feet  four  inches  wide. 
If  they  have  any  rights  in  Briggs  plnce  I  would 
like  to  see  the  record  produced.  It  has  not  been 
shown  to  this  Board  as  yet,  except  by  assertion. 
In  last  evening's  Transcript  I  noticed  a  little  ed- 
itorial article  bearing  upon  this  subject.  It  inti- 
mated that  I  was  not  doing  my  honest  duty.  I 
think  such  a  statement,  without  more  of  the  facts 
being  known,  and  having  for  its  basis  the  asser- 
tion of  only  one  man,  comes  with  very  bad  taste 
from  a  newspaper  wliich  receives  $1000  a  year  from 
the  City  Governmeiit  for  work  whicli  all  the  pa- 
jiers  do  in  part  for  nothing,  and  some  are  willing 
to  do  entire  for  a  mere  pittance.  So  much  for  that 
statement. 

Al  lerman  Power— I  have  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man's explanation,  and  he  may  be  satisfied  with  it 
himsdf,  but  I  am  not,  and  I  do  not  think  his  con- 
stituents will  be  as  well  satisfied  with  it  as  he  is. 
He  has  taken  pains  to  exrdain  the  great  sympathy 
he  has  for  the  poor  people  who  are  to  be  damaged 
by  the  erection  of  this  stable  on  the  Biigham  estate. 
Before  doing  so  he  plainly  states  that  he  wilfully, 
knowingly  runs  an  establishment  that  has  depre- 
ciated the  value  of  the  property  of  his  immediate 
neighbors.  It  seems  to  me  that  his  argument  is 
haroly  consistent,  that  his  action  is  inconsistfut 
with  the  great  sympathy  he  expresses  for  the  own- 
ers of  those  adjoining  estates,  'this  argument  has 
been  enlarged  upon  before  by  other  mem). ers  of 
this  Eoard.  What  the  property  adjoining  his  rid- 
ing school  is  assessed  for,  and  what  itwouia  bring, 
might  show  a  different  state  of  things.  Howe  vt  r, 
I  do  not  understand  th^  gentleman  to  say  that  he 
considers  such  an  estallishment  a  nuisance.  As  I 
stated  at  the  last  meeting,  I  thought  that  if  any 
gentleman  supposed  a  member  of  this  Board  pos- 
sessed more  knowledge  on  a  sui  ject  than  anybody 
else,  it  was  nothing  but  fair  that  we  should  try  to 
get  reliable  ir.formation  fiom  that  source,  ihe 
gentleman  from  the  Hij;hlands  in  enlarging  upon 
the  sul  ject  seemed  to  rest  solely  upon  the  ground 
that  this  place  -was  and  must  necessarily  be  a  nui- 
sance, tut  I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  to  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentlcmnn  from  the  Highlands, 
that  such  an  establishment  nuist  necessa- 
rily be  a  nuisance  if  well  conducted.  Now, 
sir,  one  reason  why  I  moved  for  a  reconsideration 
of  this  vote,  as  I  stated  b(  fo.  e,was  that  the  owners 
of  this  property  desire  to  meet  the  proprietors  of 
the  adjoining  estates  there  in  as  liberal  a  spiiit  as 
possible,  and  to  try  to  put  up  a  building  that  would 
be  a  great  improvement  over  thoe  at  present  on 
the  estate.  As  to  the  fiie  risks  and  nuisance,  thty 
would  put  up  a  bu  Iding  that  would  do  away  with 
the  great  risk  and  nuisance  existing  there  now. 
Ihe  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  on  a  former 
occasion  gave  some  statistics  as  to  what  the  ad- 


joining property  is  assessed  at,  and  went  on  to 
show  mat  hs  thought  ihat  by  the  erection  of  this 
stalie  the  propervy  would  be  damaged  at  least 
twenty-five  pt  r  cent.  The  assessors' books  show 
that  the  block  bounded  by  Washington  street, 
Mei  f  ord  couit,  Shawmut  avenue  and  Grot  on 
stree  t,  including  Briggs  place,  is  valued  as  fol- 
lows: 

1039  Washington  street $23,000 

1U4I  "  "       20,SU0 

lUbl  "  "       20,800 

1065  "  "       23,000 

1043-1059     "  "      (Brigham  heirs)...  100,000 

Back  land  (stable  lot)  "  "       ...   21,400 

246  Shawmut  avenue 10,000 

24i    "      "    s,600 

250    "      "    8,000 

252    "      "    10,400 

254    "      "    10,400 

234    "      "    12,V:00 

23ti    "      "    9,200 

238    "      "    9,200 

240    "      "    9,200 

242    "      "    9,800 

Making  a  total  of  $303,300,  of  which  the  Brigham 
heirs  aie  assessed  |121,400.  The  above-named 
estates  on  Shawmut  avenue  do  not  abut  on  the 
stal  le  lot  and  cannot  be  much  afliected  by  putting 
a  stable  on  it. 

1  Mcdf ord  court $6,000 

3  "  "     4,fc00 

5  "  "      4,<i00 

7  "  "      4.;j00 

9        "  "      4,H00 

17       "  "     4,800 

13  "  "     6,t;00 

49  Bradford  "      )  these  three  ( 5,S00 

51       "  "      }      do  not      < 5,800 

53       "  "      5        abut.       I ,5,800 

1  Briggs  placed  r 5,P00 

l      !!  ;;      !  these  six     5,300 

5  ;;     "   (  -^"t-    :::::::::::::::::  liiTo 

6  "     J  I 5,800 

7  "     5,400 

8  "  "     4)200 

4  Groton  street 5,500 

6       '■  "      5,000 

8  "  "      5,000 

10        "  "      4,S;00 

12        "  "      sIlOO 

14  "  "  5,-500 

Iti  "  "  4,500 

15  "  " 5,.500 

20  "  "  5,500 

The  total  valuation  of  the  block  is  f  446,900 ;  val- 
uation of  estate  of  trigham  he.rs,  $121,400;  valua- 
tion of  estates  not  affetted,  .1181,900;  valuation  of 
estates  in  any  way  concerned,  $;l4a,G00.  If  the 
abutters  are  injured  to  the  exi;ent  of  twenty-five 
per  cen;-.,  say  J5-35,900,  the  increased  valuation  will 
not  be  le<s  than  «5t0,(;00  by  the  stable  building, 
etc.  Grantirg  that  the  gentleman's  argument  is 
true,  that  the  property  will  depreciate  twenty-five 
per  cent,,  it  will  be  increased  much  mote  than  it 
is  depreciated  Ly  the  building  of  ihi--  staLle.  But 
the  adjoining  estates  being  generally  not  occu- 
pied by  their  owners,  but  by  many  tei.iints— in 
some  cafes  seven  in  a  single  house — will  not  bs 
injured  to  this  exi;ent,  if  at  all.  The  whede  num- 
ber of  estates  1s  41;  the  whole  number  of  tennnts 
is  92,  and  the  number  of  estates  occupiett  by  their 
owners  is  13.  In  legard  to  fire,  1  wihh  to  say  that 
the  buil  ling  is  almost  incombus title.  The  walls 
are  to  be  veiy  thick  and  lef;,  bare;  the  i^oor  of  the 
riding-school  is  to  be  covered  wiih  clay,  on  which 
a  file  might  le  kept  burning  for  d;iys  without 
chirriig  ihe  bo  irels.  This  extends  across  the 
whole  buillirg  and  effectually  cuts  off  fire  f,om 
above  or  1  elow.  The  stal  le  is  not  to  be  a  barn, 
and  vciy  lii.ile  hay  will  be  kept  there,  and  that 
mosily  in  bales.  Stana  pipes,  which  will  command 
the  entire  buildii.g,  ai  e  10  1  e  put  in  ;  a  steam  fire 
engine  is  located  in  ihe  imme{iiatc  vicinitv.  The 
first  lioor  is  open  ;  o  that  a  hose  carriage  or'engine 
could  run  through  wli  hout  obstacle  to  Briggs  place. 
The  loof  i-i  nat,  is  only  I1f ,  v-oue  feet  high,  instead 
of  sixty,  as  ihe  genii  man  from  the  Highlands  stat- 
ed, ana  is  s unounde  i  by  tatilements.  The  front 
stores  are  three  s.ovies  high,  ami  not  five,  as  stated 
by  thegen.l,  man  f.om  the  H  ghlands.  If  these 
pariies  can  have  a  peimit  .0  me  their  ceUar  at 
grade  seven,  (having  four  feet  drainaf.e  and  a 
noor  paved  in  1  emeiii)  they  can  lower  the  total 
height  nearly  four  feet.  No  horses  are  to  be  kept 
in  Ihe  eellar,  and  they  01  ly  wi-  h  to  take  the  grade 
of  Shawmut  avenue,  which  is  four  feet  lower  than 
Washin-lon  rtreet.  This  was  refused  by  the  last 
Board  without  a  hearing,  as  they  1  bought  it  was 
imi  ortant  that  the  territoiy  t  hould  be  raised 
above  the  grade  of  Shawmut  avenue,  so  that  the 
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drainape  shoull  go  into  the  ?ewer  in  Washington 
street,  and  prevent  the  drainage  from  the  building 
going  upon  the  premises.  Now,  gentlemen,  here 
IS  the  mo<t  important  part  of  this  question.  These 
parties  already  have  a  permit  to  build  this 
riding  school,  according  to  the  plans,  with- 
out leaving  any  passageway  about  it. 
They  have  stables  on  the  premises  to- 
day whinh  will  hold  more  horses  than  they  want 
for  the  riding  school.  They  do  not  need  to  put  a 
single  hor.'-e  into  this  riding  school.  They  have 
stables  sufticirnt  to  hold  as  many  horses  as  they 
want,  and  they  can  keep  those  stables.  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, what  do  they  ask  you  to  do?  They  want 
to  tear  down  this  old  stable  and  remove  any 
ground  for  comxilaint  and  wipe  out  any  other 
nuisance  that  can  be  complained  of.  If  you  do 
not  grant  them  permission,  they  can  build  the 
riding  school  according  to  their  plans  and  take 
the  horses  into  it  f  i  om  the  old  stablest  By  grant- 
ing them  this  permission  you  get  rid  of  all  those 
old  stables.  You  refuse  them  permission,  and  all 
those  old  stables  can  be  kept  there  and  the  place 
made  ten  times  more  dangerous  than  it  would  be 
if  you  granted  the  request.  Let  it  not  be  mis- 
understood. They  have  all  the  stables  on  the 
ground  that  they  need;  so  it  is  for  you  to  say 
whether  you  will  continue  a  nuisance  there,  or 
have  it  removed.  That,  gentlemen,  is  the  only 
question  before  this  Board— whether  the  owners 
of  this  property  shall  be  permitted  to  pull  down 
these  old  stables  and  put  up  a  larger  and  lietter 
one,  leaving  more  space  clear.  They  have  altered 
their  plans  since  they  came  before  this  Board,  so 
as  to  leave  a  passageway  on  the  westerly  side  for 


a  hose  carriage,  engine  or  ladders,  giving  up  some 
seven  or  eight  hundred  feet  of  their  land  to  meet 
the  objections  that  some  gentlemen  have  raised 
here,  so  that  the  real  danger  of  fire  now  comes 
from  their  neighbors  and  not  from  them.  The  ar- 
gument that  light  and  air  will  be  cut  off  or  dimin- 
ished, I  do  not  think  should  be  considered  for  one 
moment  by  this  Board,  for  the  neighboring  houses 
certainly  have  no  riglit  to  the  light  and  air  they 
get  from  this  land  remaining  vacant.  I  do  not 
suppose  any  member  of  this  Board  would  vote 
against  allowing  them  to  build  a  church  or  a 
theatre  a  hundred  feet  high  if  they  desired  to  do 
so. 

Alderman  Harris— I  rise  to  ask  if  the  Alderman 
is  willing  to  give  way  and  allow  the  matter  to  lie 
upon  the  table  till  the  next  meeting.  I,  for  one, 
desire  more  information  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  jjerfectly  willing  to  al- 
low it  to  lie  upon  the  table  until  the  gentleman 
gets  information  on  the  subject.  Some  of  the 
members  have  said  that  if  more  space  were  left 
about  that  building  they  might  be  induced  to 
change  their  votes,  and  I  thought  that  since  the 
subject  had  been  called  up,  some  gentlemen 
might  desire  to  decide  it  today.  Allow  me  to 
state  again  that  these  petitioners  have  leave  to 
erect  this  building,  and  also  that  they  have  sta^ 
bles  on  the  premises  amply  sufficient  to  keep  all 
the  horses  that  they  want. 

On  motion  of  Aluerman  Harris,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COIVEMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    12,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  half- 
past  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

PAPEUS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  January,  and 
quarteily  leports  oif  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and 
Superintendent  of  City  Scales  in  Haymarket 
scjuare.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  W.  Carter,  C.J.  Donovan 
&  Co.,  Dnvid  H.  Uaney,  Alonzo  F.  Neale,  et  al., 
George  Ellis  &  Co.  et  al.,  and  W.  H.  Jackson  et  al. 
Severally  ref  .nred  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to 
horrow  $100,000,  to  be  added  to  loan  for  extension 
of  Devon-hire  street  to  Dock  square.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Order  authorizing:  the  purchase  of  necessary 
furniture  and  supplies  for  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment.   Read  once. 

Order  for  the  approval  for  payment,  from  the 
appropriation  for  a  new  supply  of  watei",  of  tlie 
expenses  incurred  in  prociiring  necessary 
information  concerning  such  supply.  Passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pea  e  of  Ward  1. 

Order  to  jiay  W.  Smifh  and  P.  F.  McGaragle,  for 
the  erection  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  on  Swett 
street,  $5000,  the  amount  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury on  account  of  in'-urance  on  the  building  in  ex- 
cess of  the  amount  advanced  by  the  city,  whUe 
the  work  was  in  progress.    Read  once. 

Reoort  and  order  •'uhorizing  a  transfer  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  apj  ropriation  for  Com- 
mon, etc.,  of  $760;  to  ihat  for  Survey,  etc.,  of 
Buil'iings,  $3300;  to  that  for  House  of  Correction, 
$10,000.    Read  once. 

Request  for  additional  appropriation  for  the 
Committee  on  Bridges.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  order  for  the  printing  of  Ave  hundred  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  reiort  of  the  Water  Board  on 
an  additional  supply  of  water  (City  Doc.  No.  29  of 
1873)  came  down  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing.  The  Council  voted  to  recede  and 
concur. 

Monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department 
nominating  thirty-lhree  First- Assistant-As? ess- ors 
and  certificate  of  the  election  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  of  Benjamin  F.  Palmer,  Wil- 
liam J.  Ellis,  Michael  Carney,  E  Iward  F.  Robin- 
son, P.  Ambrose  Young,  Edwin  B.  Spinney, 
Charles  E.  Jackson,  William  H.  Cundy,  Charles 
Nowf  U,  George  F.  Williams,  Otis  Rich,  George  F. 
Davis,  Andrew  J.  Browne,  L.  Foster  Morse,  Phin- 
eas  B.  Smith,  William  Withington,  John  L.  Brig- 
ham,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Brown,  Roger  H.  Scan- 
nell,  Joseph  R.  Grose,  George  A.  Comins,  Gideon 
Walker,  Judson  Chapin,  Theophilus  Burr,  Joshua 
S.  Duncklee,  William  B.  Long,  Nahum  Chapin, 
George  S.  Pendergast,  Richard  J.  Fennelly,  John 
H.  Giblin,  Jo-eph  L.  Drew  and  James  Healy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  rules  re- 
quiring the  nominations  to  lie  over  one  week  were 
suspended,  and  the  Council  voted  to  proceed  to  an 
election  for  First-Assistant-Assessors. 

Messrs.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Woo  Is  of  Ward  8,  and 
Davis  of  Ward  14  were  apjjointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 72 

Necessary  for  a  ch  oice 37 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 69 

William  J.  Ellis 72 

Michael  Carney 72 

Edward  F.  Robinson 70 

P.  Ambrose  Young 70 

Edwin  1'.  Spinney 66 

Charles  E.  Jackson 65 

Josi'ph  L.  Dre w 60 

William  H.  Cundy 70 

Charles  Nowell 72 

GeorKo  F.  Williams 72 

Otis  Rich 72 

George  F.  Davis 71 


Andrew  J.  Browne 71 

L.  Foster  Morse 72 

Phineas  B.  Simth 69 

William  Withington 66 

John  L.  Brigham 71 

Henry  Pierce 71 

John  Brown 65 

Roger  H.  Seannell 59 

Joseph  R.  Grose 67 

James  Healey 51 

George  A.  Comins 64 

Gideon  Walker 72 

Judson  Chapin 70 

Theophi  lus  Burr 6.5 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee 71 

William  B.  Long 72 

Nahum  Chapin 58 

George  S.  Pendergast 72 

John  H.  Giblin 49 

Richard  J.  Fennelley 29 

A.  G.  Wvman 49 

H.  N.  Holbrook 26 

C.  E.  Grant 22 

I.  F.  Atwood 18 

G.  H.  Wniiams 14 

A.  J.  Locke 14 

A.  R.  Holden 8 

A.  G.  Bartlett 7 

J.  M.  Maguire 6 

William  Gallagher 5 

K.  Vose,  Jr 2 

A.  D.  Capen 1 

M.  P.  McCarty 1 

The  first  thirty-two-named  gentlemen  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence,  and  A.  G.  Wyman 
was  declared  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — In  connection  with  the 
name  of  Mr.  Wyman  I  raise  the  point  that  he  is 
not  eligible  for  the  office  of  assessor,  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  is  employed  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, at  a  salary  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  a 
year.  It  strikes  me  that  his  election  is  in  direct 
opposition  to  a  statute  law  enacted  a  year  or  two 
ago,  which  forbids  his  holding  such  a  position.  I 
therefore  raise  the  point  that  the  President  can- 
not declare  him  elected,  on  account  of  this  legal 
restriction. 

•  The  President — It  is  impossible  for  the  Chair  to 
declare  him  ineligible.  His  ineligibility  wUl  have 
to  be  determined  otherwise. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  flags  to  he  displayed  and  a  national 
salute  to  be  flred  at  East  and  South  Boston,  the 
city  proper,  tlie  Highlands,  Dorchester,  West  Rox- 
bury.  Brighton  and  Charlestown,  ?t  noon,  on  the 
23d  inst.,  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday  of 
George  Washington.    Passed— yeas  60,  nays  0. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  SOLICITOR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  (City 
Doe.  No.  14),  containing  a  list  of  all  the  suits  and 
legal  proceedings  to  which  the  city  of  Boston  is 
party,  pending  at  the  time  of  his  last  report,  or 
since  instituted,  with  a  statement  of  the  causes  of 
action,  the  courts  wherein  the  several  cases  are 
pending,  and  the  action  that  has  been  had  in  them 
respectively,  was  received.    Sent  up. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  ENGINEER. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Engineer  (City 
Doc.  No.  20)  was  received,  and  ordered  sent  up. 

Statement  of  expenses  paid  from  the  dei^art- 
ment  appropriation — Amount  of  appropriation 
for  1872-73  expended  from  January  to  May,  1873, 
$6068  86 ;  amount  of  appropriation  'for  18734,  $24,- 
000  00;  total,  $30,068  86.  Salaries  of  City  Engineer, 
assistants,  draughtsmen  and  rodmen,  $20,431  83; 
instruments  and  repairs  of  same,  $244  50;  drawing 
paper  and  material-;,  $630  07;  stationery,  printing 
stock,  etc.,  $326  52;  reference  books  and  map 
frames,  $140  75;  printing  and  advertising,  $18  21; 
horse,  $350  00;  travelling  expenses,  horse-keeping, 
etc.,  $655  52;  incidental  expenses,  $260  73;  total 
expenditures,  $23,058  13;  unexpended  balance, 
January  1,  1874,  $7010  73. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amounts  paid 
for  engineering  from  special  appropriations  since 
Jan.  1,  1873:  Water  works,  $1996  47;  widening 
streets,  $31  15;  Chelsea-street  Bridge,  $414  50; 
Federal-street  Bridge,  $105  50;  West  Boston  and 
Canal  bridges  (one-half  to  be  paid  by  Cambridge), 
$226  25.  Total  engineering  expense  for  1873, 
$25,832.  The  number  of  persons  employed  and 
paid  from  the  department  appropriation  was,  on 
the  first  of  January,  1873  (including  the  City  En- 
gineer), 16.  The  present  number  is  19.  The  engi- 
neering force  engaged  upon  the  work  pertaining 
to  "additional  supply"  is  paid  by  the  Water 
Board,  and,  although  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  City  Engineer,  is  distinct  from  the 
force  of  this  department.  The  large  amount  of 
work  required  by  the  great  number  and  magnitude 
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of  projected  improvements,  and  the  largely  in- 
creased territory  to  be  covered,  due  to  annexa- 
tion, will  undoubtedly  necest^itate  the  forming  of 
new  parties,  and  a  consequent  addition  to  the 
number  of  employes  during  the  coming  year. 

The  following  statements  give  the  operations  of 
the  department  of  the  past  year,  together  with 
such  description  of  works,  finished  or  in  prog- 
ress, as  is  thought  to  be  of  general  interest: 

Sudbury  Eiver  and  Lake.  Cochituate.  No  water 
has  been  drawn  from  the  Sudbury  River  during 
the  past  year.  On  Jan.  1, 1873,  the  water  in  Lake 
Cochittiate  stood  at  twelve  feet  one  inch  above 
the  bottom  of  the  conduit.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  previous  year  there  was  no  water  in  store,  the 
conduit  being  then  supplied  by  pumping  from  a 
level  below  its  flow  line.  To  maintain  the  supply 
about  1,G76,C00,000  gallons  were  turned  into  the 
lake  from  Sudbury  River;  this,  combined  with  the 
copious  rains  of  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
brought  the  water  level  within  about  fifteen 
inches  of  high-water  mark  at  the  beginniug  of 
1873.  From  this  date  it  rose  gradually  till  Jan.  17, 
when  waste  over  the  dam  commenced  and  contin- 
ued till  April  23,  the  water  then  standing  at  twelve 
feet  eleven  and  one-half  inches.  On  May  4  the 
stop  planks  were  again  removed  and  the  water 
allowed  to  waste  till  May  20.  From  this  time  till 
Augu.st  14  the  water  gradually  fell,  and  at  the  lat- 
ter date  stood  at  eight  feet  seven  inches;  on 
August  27  it  stood  at  eiglit  feet  nine  and  one-half 
inches;  September  4,  six  feet  eight  and  one-half 
inches;  October  10,  seven  feet  six  inches;  October 
19,  seven  feet  three  inches,  and  on  December  31, 
nine  feet  nine  inches. 

To  secure  a  flow  that  will  supply  the  city  with 
the  rate  of  consumption  of  the  past  year,  there  are 
required  from  six  to  seven  and  a  half  feet  of  water 
above  the  bottom  of  the  conduit,  and,  as  in  Sep- 
tember there  were  less  than  seven  feet,  fears  were 
entertained  that  a  resort  to  pumping  would  again 
be  required,  but  fortunately  heavy  rains  furnished 
the  needed  relief.  The  total  waste  over  the  dam 
for  the  year  has  been  2,917,977,000  gallons,  equal  to 
an  average  daily  supply  of  7,994,460  gallons.  Had 
there  been  no  aid  from  the  Sudbury  River  the  pre- 
\'ious  year,  the  waste  in  1873  would  have  been 
equal  to  an  average  daily  supply  of  about  3,400,000 
gallons.  This  waste  is  due  to  the  want  of  storage 
room,  yet  that  afforded  by  the  Cochituate  Lake  is 
much  greater  in  proportion  to  its  drairiage  area 
than  it  is  usually  possible  lo  secure  for  the  water 
sources  of  this  portion  of  the  country,  and  in  fact 
is  more  than  sufficient  to  make  available  all  the 
water  that  can  be  collected  in  a  season  of  extreme 
drought. 

Conduit.  On  November  19  and  20  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  interior  of  the  conduit  was 
made  by  Mr.  Wiggin,  clerk  of  the  Water  Board, 
and  others,  who  passed  through  its  entire  length 
from  the  lake  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir.  A  num- 
ber of  new  and  dangerous  cracks  were  discovered; 
those  on  the  embankment  to  the  west  of  Charles 
River  were  of  such  alarming  character  that  it  was 
considered  imperative  they  should  be  repaired  at 
once ;  accordingly  the  water  was  kept  shut  off  and 
a  force  of  masons  kept  at  work  night  and  day  un- 
til temporary  security  was  insured.  At  this  point 
there  was  found  a  crack  in  the  bottom  varjing  in 
width  from  one-lialf  to  one  and  a  half  inches,  and 
two  hundred  feet  long,  through  which  an  iron  rod 
readily  passed  and  penetrated  the  gravel  filling 
below.  The  leakage  here  must  have  been  consid- 
erable, but  it  did  not  make  its  appearance  at  the 
surface  of  the  bank,  owing  to  the  very  porous  nat- 
ure of  the  material  forming  it. 

The  repairs  made  in  no  way  add  to  the  strength 
of  the  conduit ;  the  best  that  could  be  done  was  to 
stop  the  leakage  and  thus  remove  for  a  while  the 
danger  of  undermining  the  masonry. 

Consumption.  The  average  daily  consumption 
for  each  month  of  1873  has  been  as  follows : 

January 17,639,100  gallons. 

February 18,4«1,000       " 

March 15,983,700        " 

April 14,781,800 

May 17,637, 400 

June 20,100,600 

July 20,917,100 

August 19,544,600 

September 19,572,700       " 

October 17,113,800       " 

November 16,633,400        " 

December 15,727,100       " 

The  average  for  the  year  is  17,842,700  gallons,— 
an  increase  of  2,779,300  gallons,  or  I8V2  per  cent. 
above  that  for  1872.  On  July  20  observations  were 
made  at  the  Beacon  Hill  Reservoir,  to  determine 
the  rate  of  night  consumption,  or  more  properly 


speaking,  the  rate  of  waste,  in  a  certain  district  of 
the  city. 

This  district  comprises  what  is  called  the  West 
End,  Nortli  End  and  burnt  district,  and  contains 
not  far  from  eighty  thousand  inhabitants.  In  it 
are  located  many  of  the  manufacturing  houses, 
principal  hotels,  newspaper  offices,  printing 
houses,  etc.,  of  the  city ;  but  at  the  time  selected 
for  the  experiment — between  twelve  and  three 
o'clock  Sunday  morning — the  legitimate  use  of 
water  must  have  been  very  small.  This  section 
was  shut  off  from  all  communication  with  the 
Brookline  and  Chestnut-Hill  reservoirs  by  gates 
on  Bedford,  Washington,  Tremout,  Charles  and 
other  streets,  and  fed  exclusively  from  the  Bea- 
con-Hill Reservoir.  The  leakage  through  the 
gates,  if  any,  must  have  been  inappreciable,  as  the 
pressures  on  opposite  sides  could  have  differed 
but  slightly.  Observations  Avere  commenced  at 
midniglit,  and  readings  of  the  gauge  taken  every 
fifteen  minutes.  At  the  first  of  the  experiment 
the  consumption  was  found  to  be  somewhat  irreg- 
ular, but  between  one  and  three  o'clock  it  was 
remarkally  uniform,  showing  that  the  draft  was 
not  due  to  irregular  opening  and  shutting  of 
cocks,  but  to  a  continuous  flow  at  almost  unvary- 
ing outlets. 

There  were  drawn  from  the  reservoir  during 
these  two  hours  386,857  gallons,  equal  to  a  rate  of 
4,642,284  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  This  enor- 
mous rate  of  night  consumption  indicated  either 
a  heaA'y  leakage  or  great  waste.  A  party  of  in- 
spectors was  at  once  organized,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Joseph  Whitney  of  Cambridge,  who, 
from  experience  gained  in  searching  for  leaks  on 
the  Cambridge  works,  was  paiticularly  qualified 
for  this  work,  and  a  careful  inspection  of  all  the 
fittings  in  the  district  was  made,  and  the  street 
mains  were  tested  for  lealjs  in  various  ways.  No 
leaks  were  discovered  in  the  mains,  but  many 
hundreds  of  defective  fittings  were  found  and  re- 
paired, and  some  leaks  in  the  house  service-pipes 
detected  and  stopped.  Before  the  examination 
was  concluded,  however,  it  became  manifest  that 
much  the  greater  portion  of  the  night  consump- 
tion was  caused  by  waste,  that  is,  by  flow- 
through  fittings  left  open  either  carelessly  or  wil- 
fully. All  the  leaks  that  could  be  discovered  hav- 
ing been  stopped,  a  second  observation  was  made 
on  Sunday  morning,  October  5,  between  the  hours 
of  twelve  and  three,  as  before.  The  water  in  the 
reservoir  at  the  commencement  of  the  trial  stood 
at  the  same  height  as  on  the  morning  of  July  20. 

There  was  a  slight  wind  blowing  at  the  time  of 
the  latter  tri  1,  which  caused  an  oscillation  in  the 
gauge-tube,  and  the  readings  were  not  so  satisfac- 
tory as  those  of  July.  During  the  three  hours  of 
observation  the  water  fell  2  feet  4%  inches,  show- 
ing a  consumption  of  506,182  gallons,  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  4,049,456  gallons  in  24  hours.  The  con- 
sumption between  one  and  three  o'cL  ck  was  336,- 
294  gallons,  or  at  the  rate  of  4,035,528  gallons  in  24 
hours,  showing  a  small  saving,  about  13  per  cent., 
caused  by  the  repairs  made. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  remainder  of  the  con- 
sumption must  have  been  caused  by  waste. 

Reservoirs.  Although  during  the  summer  the 
conduit  was  used  under  a  pressure  greater  than 
was  deemed  safe,  yet  it  was  found  impossible  to 
maintain  the  level  of  the  reservoirs  at  a  greater 
height  than  within  four  or  five  feet  of  high-water 
mark.  The  Beacon-Hill,  South  Boston  and  East 
Boston  reservoirs,  though  kept  partially  filled  with 
water,  to  be  used  in  case  of  necessity,  have  been 
shut  off  from  the  distributing  system  of  pipes  for 
the  past  year. 

The  report  gives  an  account  of  the  location  of 
the  Parker-Hill  Reservoir,  the  total  amount  ex- 
pended upon  which,  to  date,  is  $9902  89. 

Pumps. — The  high-service  engines  have  con- 
tinued to  work  well  during  the  yei3r,  and  though 
in  the  morning  hours  they  have  been  run  at , 
high  speed,  no  failure  has  occurred.  The  average 
daily  amounts  jjumjied  during  each  month  of  the 
year  have  been  as  follows : 

January 1 ,027,102  gallons. 

February 1,078,692       " 

March 1,004,701 

April 979,099       " 

May 9,39,431       " 

June 1,059,176       " 

July 1,049,775       " 

August '■49,938       " 

September 1,061,706       " 

October...   1,059,964       " 

November 1,013,751 

December 1,062,920       " 

Distributing  System,.  Considerable  work  has 
been  done  during  the  past  year  in  extending  the 
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street  pipes,  more  particularly  in  the  Highland 
and  Dorchester  districts,  and  important  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  old  system  of  distribution, 
especially  in  the  ('ity  i)ro'per.  Many  of  these 
changes  were  recommended  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port of  the  City  Engineer  to  the  Water  Board, 
others  have  been  marked  out  in  sijecial  reports 
made  in  response  to  orders  of  the  Cfity  Council  or 
of  the  Water  Board,  and  others  still  have  been 
suggested  by  the  experience  of  an  inadequate  sup- 
ply at  certain  points,  either  for  fire  or  other  pur- 
poses. Altliough  much  has  been  done  already  in 
this  direction,  more  remains  to  be  done.  There 
bar  lately  i>e,»ii  let  undei  ai'thority  frjm  the  City 
Council,  a  contract  for  about  3500  tons  of  pipes, 
to  be  used  in  replacing  old  pipes  by  new  ones  of 
much  larger  calibre.  These  will  be  chiefly  used 
as  sub-mains  and  feeders,  and  all  the  hydrants  re- 
moved in  laying  them  will  be  replaced  by  those  of 
the  Lowry  pattern. 

Eirly  in  the  season  plans  and  estimates  were 
made  for  repiping  the  "burnt  district"  and  an 
appropriation  of  $85,000  for  this  purpose  was  made 
by  the  City  Council.  This  work  is  now  nearly 
finished.  A  large  number  of  the  streets  in  this 
district  were  re))iped  with  twelve  and  eight-inch 
pipes  in  place  of  six-inch,  ami  the  plan  requires 
all  the  olrl  tuberculate<l  pipes  to  be  taken  up,  to 
make  room  for  new  pipes  coated  with  coal  tar. 
The  new  system  his  a  c  ip  icity  of  delivery  several 
times  greater  than  the  old,  even  if,  for  the  latter, 
no  deduction  for  tuberculation  be  made,  and  is 
provided  with  Lowry  hydrants  placed  at  distances 
apart  never  exceeding  260  feet,  and  generally 
fallin<^  much  below  this.  In  place  of  eighty  of 
the  oil  three-inch  hydrants,  113  Lowry  hydrants 
with  nine-incli  barrels  have  been  or  v\?ill  be  sub- 
stituted. The  former  accommodated  but  one 
steamer,  the  latter  will  accommodate  four;  hence 
it  will  be  seen  the  f  icilities  for  extinguishing  fires 
have  been  very  largely  increased.  The  changes 
made  have  given  an  improved  head  or  pressure 
throughout  the  district. 

The  report  gives  some  of  the  more  important  im- 
provements that  have  been  made  in  the  system. 

Pipe  Plans,  etc.  A  large  amount  of  work  has 
been  done  during  the  past  year  in  the  preparation 
of  plans  showing  the  sizes,  location,  etc.,  of  pipes, 
hydrants,  and  other  appurtenances  to  the  street 
system  of  distribution. 

Additional  Supply.  A  report  bearing  date  Jan. 
27,1813,  together  with  plans  and  estimates  relat- 
ing to  the  various  sources  within  fifty  miles  of 
the  city,  available  for  the  supply  of  Boston,  and 
giving  in  detail  the  proposeil  scheme  of  works 
for  a  sunply  from  Sudbury  River,  was  presented 
to  the  Water  Board  in  that  month.  This  report, 
together  with  one  from  Mr.  Chesbrough,  City  En- 
gineer of  Chicago,  and  another  from  the  Water 
Board  upon  the  same  subject,  was  presented  to 
the  City  Council  early  in  the  year.  The  plan  pro- 
posed received  the  approval  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  was  made 
to  cover  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  past  year. 
A  number  of  engineering  assistants  were  engaged 
early  in  May,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of 
Mr,  A.  Fteley,  who  was  apnointed  Resident  Engi- 
neer in  charge  of  the  whole  work,  and  the  final 
location  of  the  conduit  line,  dam?,  etc.,  and  plans 
of  structures,  and  forms  of  contracts  and  speci- 
fications were  commenced.  The  line  is  now  lo- 
cate!, and  cross  sections  of  the  ground  have  been 
taken,  and  a  large  number  of  pLins,  profiles,  etc., 
have  been  pre  >ared.  A  contract,  amounting  to 
about  $340,003,  for  excavating  a  tunnel  and  build- 
ing a  portion  of  the  conduit,  was  let  early  in  Au- 
gust, aiid  considirable  work  has  been  done  under 
it.  Other  portions  of  the  work  were  made  ready 
for  CO  1  tract,  and  advertisements  for  proposals 
woull  have  been  male  last  fill,  had  not  the  ac- 
tion of  the  City  Council  rendered  such  course  un- 
warrantable. 

In  O  'tober  surveys  and  plans  of  certain  lands  in 
the  vnlley  of  the  Sudbury  were  made,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preparing  papers  for  the  taking  of  such 
linds.  It  wa--,  however,  derided  by  tlie  City  Solic- 
itor tliat  the  Ciiy  Council  had  not  authorized  the 
Water  Board  to  take  lands  or  water  rights;  and 
accordingly  th<3  Board  made  application,  October 
20,  for  the  neetlf  ill  authority.  Charlestown,  with 
its  water  supply,  had  recently  been  annexed  by 
vote  of  the  people,  and  the  strong  argument  urged 
in  f  Ivor  of  an  lexation  had  been  the  use  of  the 
Mystic  water  for  the  partial  supi)ly  of  Boston,  and 
the  ton«equent  postponement  for  a  number  of 
years  of  the  large  expenditure  required  for  the 
Duil  ling  of  the  Su  Ibury  River  works,  as  projected. 
Under  the  circumstances,  it  was  thought  best  by 


the  City  Council,  before  granting  the  power  asked 
for,  to  have  made  a  more  thorough  investigation 
of  the  capacity  and  purity  of  the  water  of  the 
Mystic  Valley,  and  accordingly  an  order  was  i)ass- 
ed  requiring  the  Water  Board' to  enter  into  fur- 
ther examination  on  these  points.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  board  engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  J.  P. 
Kirkwood  of  Brooklyn,  Mr.  J.  B.  Francis  of  Low- 
ell, and  Professor  E.  N.  Horsford  of  Cambridge. 
The  studies  have  been  completed  and  the  reports 
made. 

Farm  Pond.  During  the  month  of  February 
Mr.  Brackett  of  this  office  made  a  survey,  with 
soundings,  of  Farm  Pond,  in  Framinghain,  and 
prepared  a  plan,  on  a  scale  of  one  hundred  feet  to 
an  inch,  showing  the  soundings  and  nature  of  the 
bottom,  and  giving  contour  lines  for  each  foot  in 
depth. 

The  report  gives  a  statement  in  detail  of  the 
condition  of  the  bridges  within  the  city  limits, 
and  the  repairs  needed.  An  appendix  contains 
reports  on  the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  bridges 
between  Boston  and  Cambridge  and  others,  and 
the  special  reports  on  the  Broadway  and  other 
bridges. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2— Petition  of  SUas 
Pierce  and  970  others,  for  the  location  of  a 
steam  fire  engine  somewhere  between  Haymar- 
ket  square  and  the  Custom  House.  Referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  for  authority  to  appoint 
three  additional  insiiectors.  Referred,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Warren,  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  of 
action  upon  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  dated 
Dec.  12, 1873,  to  remove  the  old  Mather  School- 
house  from  its  present  position  to  a  city  lot  on 
Highland  street.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  cost, 
the  committee  have  received  proposals  for  moving 
and  fitting  up  the  building  for  school  purposes, 
and  find  that  the  expense  of  the  same,  together 
with  the  necessary  grading  and  filling,  as  estimat- 
ed, will  be  nine  thousand  dollars ;  said  expendit- 
ure not  being  contemplated  in  the  yearly  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings,  and 
the  amount  reinaining  of  said  appropriation  being 
only  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  repairs  and  ex- 
penditures, they  would  recommend  that  the  same 
be  provided  for  in  the  new  appropriation  for 
1874-75.  In  pursuance  of  which  they  offer  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  remove  the  Old  Mather 
Schoolhouse  from  its  present  position  to  the  city 
lot  on  Highland  street,  and  fit  up  the  same  for 
school  purposes,  also  jierform  the  necessary  grad- 
ing at  an  estimated  cost  of  nine  thousand  dollars, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  believe  the  report  rec- 
ommends that  this  expense  be  provided  for  in  the 
estimates  for  approjiriations  for  1874-5.  Is  that 
correct? 

The  President— Tliat  is  the  recommendation  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— If  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings,  for  the  present 
year,  is  exhausted,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be 
charged  to  that  appropriation,  as  stated  in  the 
order.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  report  and  the 
order  are  inconsistent  with  each  other.  The  re- 
port recommends  that  the  expense  be  provided 
for  in  the  appropriation  for  the  coming  year,  and 
the  order  provides  that  the  expense  shall  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  present  year. 
IX  the  appropriation  for  the  present  year  is  ex- 
hausted there  is  no  way  of  meeting  this  expendi- 
ture. It  seems  to  me  that  the  order  is  not  written 
correctly. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— There  is  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  anything  mentioned  in  that  order 
that  will  come  under  this  year's  appropriation. 
The  order  is  intended  simply  to  give  authority  to 
do  the  work  when  the  proper  time  comes,  and 
that  will  not  be  until  it  is  arranged  for  by  the 
next  year's  appropriation.  If  tlie  committee 
should  be  able  to  arrange  so  that  it  will  be  paid 
for  out  of  ne.xt  year's  appropriation,  and  a  proper 
opportunity  should  be  offered,  the  work  may  be 
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done  before  the  close  of  the  present  financial  year, 
but  not  unless  it  is  to  be  paid  for  out  of  next  year's 
appropriation. 

The  order  was  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5— Majority  report  from 
the  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  signed 
by  Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Harris  and  Councilman 
Goldthwait,  recommending  the  election  of  Thomas 
C.  Amory,  Liverus  Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Samuel  B. 
<^raf  t,  to  fill  vacancie-s  occiirring  in  the  board  on 
the  first  Monday  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Shaw— As  these  nominations  will  lie  over 
under  the  rule,  I  wish  to  state,  in  behalf  of  my 
associate,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  (Mr. 
Perkins),  that  we  shall  join  in  a  minority  report, 
which  will  be  presented  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

By  Mr.  Siblpy  of  Ward  21— 

Ordered,  That  the  wharf  on  Medford  street, 
opposite  Elm  street,  (Ward  21),  together  with  all 
other  i)ublic  lands  and  buildings  in  the  districts 
recently  annexed  to  Boston,  noc  in  charge  of  any 
department,  be  placed  under  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Passed. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Water  Registrar  contained  in  the  appendix  to  City 
Document  No.  134,  of  the  year  1873,  as  relates  to 
changes  in  the  present  water  rates,  be  referred 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water. 

Passed. 

By  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil a  draft  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  the  re- 
moval of  snow  and  ice  from  the  roofs  of  buildings 
in  this  city,  as  authorized  by  chapter  86  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1863. 

Passed. 

WILSON'S   HOTEL,   BRIGHTON. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  of  the  Common  Council  on  the 
Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  legaliiy  of 
the  purchase  of  the  Wilson  Hotel  property,  so 
called,  in  Brighton,  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith 
a  communication  from  the  City  Solicitor  covering 
the  information  desired. 

City  Solicitor's  Opfioe,     1 
Boston,  Feb.  12, 1874. ) 

Sir — In  obedience  to  fche  request  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  of  the  Common  Council,  I 
have  examined  the  records  of  tiie  town  of  Brigh- 
ton pertaining  to  the  purchase  of  the  estate  called 
WU-on's  Hotel,  and  al^o  the  deed  by  which  the  es- 
tate was  conveyed  to  the  town,  and  I  find  them  all 
to  be  in  due  form.  I  therefore  entertain  no  doubt 
that  both  the  purchase  and  the  conveyance  are  le- 
gally valid,  and  that  this  ciiy  i^  now  the  owner  in 
fee  of  the  estate.    Very  respcc  fully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Hbaly. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Dean,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  order 
for  the  occupant  of  Wilson's  Hotel,  AVard  19,  to  be 
-  notitie  1  to  vacate  said   premises  on  or  before   the 
first  of  April  next,  was  taken  from  the  tal  Ic. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 

Mr.  Shaw  c*  Wa^^d  5— Im  3  or.^  el -e  seems  tc  be 
ready  to  say  anything  on  this  matter.  The  City 
Solicitor  has  statecf  just  what  I  supposed  he 
would — that  the  deeds  had  passed  and  were  prop- 
erly drawn.  I  never  supposed  that  there  wa*  any 
doubt  about  that.  I  want  to  lie  informed  if  it  is 
competent  for  us  to  know  how  we  came  by  that 
property.  I  have  not  any  doubt  but  that  the  City 
Solicitor  hns  done  his  duty  in  the  premises, 
has  examined  the  papers  and  finis  them 
correct.  I  did  not  suppose  that  this  mat- 
ter would  be  considered  tonight.  There  is 
something  behind  this  which  I  want  to 
reach.  I  stated  at  the  la^t  meeting  that  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  town  of  Brigh  on  had  not  been 
received  by  the  City  Clerk  of  Boston,  as  provi  led 
bylaw.  Within  twelve  hours  af>er  Jiat  time  the 
books — or  a  portion  of  them,  at  least — were  re- 
ceived at  City  Hall,  but  I  have  as  yet  been  unable 
to  make  as  thorough  an  examination  of  the 
resords  as  I  desired.  Notwilh-^tanding  what  the 
Ciiy  Solicitor  says— and  he  merely  looks  at  the 
legal  point,— there  is  yet  a  question  behind  the 
whole  of  this,  which  I  think  we  ought  to  know.    I 


desire  to  know  how  the  city  came  by  this  property. 
I  know,  as  every  one  else  who  knows  anythmg  at 
all  about  it  is  aware,  that  upon  the  face  of  it  this 
property  came  as  a  part  of  the  i)roperty  of  Brigh- 
ton. Since  I  was  here  a  week  ago  I  have  been 
waited  upon  by  a  considerable  nuiiiber  of  citizens 
of  Brighton,  and  I  have  heard  such  stories  as  I  am 
unwilling  to  believe  are  true.  Whetlief  or 
not  they  are  true  I  am  bound  to  ascer- 
tain if  I  can.  If  they  are  true  we  ought 
to  know  it,  and  if  untrue  we  ouglit  to  know  that. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  something  or 
other  has  been  done  under  cover;  that  after  an- 
nexation had  become  a  fixed  fact,  after  Brighton 
had  virtually  become  a  portion  of  Boston,  acts 
were  done  wliich  will  not,  I  am  told  on  good  au- 
thority, bear  the  light  of  investigation.  Now,  sir, 
unless  time  is  allowed  to  get  at  the  root  of  this  thing, 
I  think  this  order  ought  not  to  pass.  I  hope  a  fair 
consideration  of  the  subject  will  be  giver  and  I 
wish  to  know  a  reason  for  the  passage  of  the  order 
at  this  time.  Having  said  this  much  I  hope  the 
Council  will  let  the  matter  lie  over,  because  l)e- 
tween  this  and  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
there  will  be  time  to  examine  the  records  and  find 
out  how  the  city  of  Boston  has  been  treated  by 
some  of  her  nevv  citizens.  I  certainly  would  not 
do  injustice  to  any  citizen  of  BriglitonJ  but  I  know 
there  are  a  good  many  residents  of  that  ward  who 
are  dissatisfied  with  tlie  manner  in  which  things 
were  carried  on  after  the  act  of  annexation  had 
passed. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — I  do  not  rise  to  make 
any  objection  to  an  investigation  of  the  subject 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  but  I 
do  not  see  how  it  will  affect  the  proceedings  con- 
templated in  this  order.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  building  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel  is  at  present 
occupied  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  should  not  be 
used,  and  all  this  order  contemplates  is  for  the 
closing  of  the  hotel  and  stopping  the  use  of  the 
building.  I  cannot  see  how  this  order  can  affect 
the  investigation,  which  can  be  provided  for  in  a 
separate  order.  As  the  time  is  getting  short,  I 
should  hope  that  the  order  will  pass  tonight.  If 
it  is  delayed  we  may  lose  another  month. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  been  informed  that 
the  present  tenant  has  paid  his  rent  in  advance, 
and  therefore  has  a  rigiit  to  hold  the  property. 
There  is,  I  suppose,  no  other  opportunity  to  speak 
upon  this  question  unless  I  move  for  a  joint  spe- 
cial committee  to  investigate  this  matter,  which  I 
may  be  called  upon  to  do.  I  see  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  the  passage  of  this  order.  I  asked  the 
City  Treasurer  the  otlier  day  if  he  knew  about  the 
rent.  He  had  seen  parts  of  the  record  and  re- 
ceipts, and  had  been  shown  that  the  present  tenant 
or  occupant  had  paid  for  the  use  of  the  property 
for  some  considerable  time,  whether  for  one 
month  or  less,  I  cannot  say.  But  here  is  a 
piece  of  property  which  cost  the  city  of 
Boston  $75,000,  in  a  recent  transaction,  and  a  trade 
was  made  letting  it  to  the  tenant  for  $200  per 
month.  Now,  what  rate  of  interest  on  $75,000  is 
$200?  That  is  as  practical  as  a  b  c.  If  that  is  a 
straightforward  transaction  I  shall  give  up  any  idea 
of  what  is  fair.  These  remarks  are  not  properly  inci- 
dental to  the  subject,  and  perhaps  are  out  of  or- 
der, but  I  give  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in 
me.  There  is  something  wrong  tliere,  and  unless 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  right  I  shall  i)ropose,  after 
this  order  passes,  and  move  for  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  investigate  this  subject.  But  I  prefer 
that  this  order  shall  lie  upon  tlie  table  at  present. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  whether  the  facts  which 
he  knows  and  on  wdiich  he  is  not  vet  i)rei)ared  to 
express  an  opinion  to  the  Council,  would  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  action  proposed  tonight. 
I  hardly  see  how  they  wUl  have  any  bearing  at  a  11. 
He  states  what  this  tenant  has  received  for  a 
lease  of  the  property,  and  this  order  contemplates 
the  cancelling  of  that  lease  on  the  first  of  April, 
and  get  a  bad  bargain  off  our  hands.  Then,  if 
these  facts  which  the  gentleman  refers  to  are  all 
true,  I  cannot  see  what  they  will  have  to  do  with 
this  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  rule 
was  suspended  so  as  to  allow  Mr.  Shaw  to  pro;eed. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  do  not  desire  to  state  all  I  know 
tonight,  and  I  do  not  propose  to.  I  know  more 
than  1  wish  I  did.  It  is  a  very  proper  question 
which  my  friend  has  asked,  but  there  are  times 
and  occasions  when  men  do  not  want  to  tell  all 
they  know,  and  this  is  such  an  occasion  for  me.  I 
would  not  have  risen  to  sav  anything  had  it  not 
been  for  the  apparent  attempt  to  press  the  order 
through,    and     I     cannot    see   anything    to    be 
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gained  by  putting  It  through  tonight.  The 
1st  of  April  is  tar  ahead.  I  prefer  to  say 
nothing,  at  present.  I  only  hope  tlie  matter 
will  lie  over.  If  I  can  purhue  the  investigation 
and  find  anything  right  or  wrong,  I  can  state  the 
result,  and  let  it  hit  vifhere  it  will.  There  is  some- 
thing wrong,  I  am  confident,  but  I  should  very 
much  prefer  to  have  the  matter  rest  at  present.  I 
have  been  waited  upon  by  gentlemen  from  Brigh- 
ton, who  have  recently  been  assessors,  and  have 
held  Oiher  important  offices  in  the  town  of  Brigh- 
ton. It  may  be  that  they  have  been  misinformed, 
and  I  prefer  to  wait  until  I  have  learned  exactly 
what  are  the  facts  and  merits,  or  demerits,  of  the 
case. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— In  order  that  the  gentle- 
man may  have  time  for  an  investigation  and  find 
out  whether  or  not  there  is  a  cat  in  tlie  meal,  I 
move  that  this  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
next  Tluirsday  evening,  at  half -past  eight  o'clock. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

THE   WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  consider  and  report  on  the'  expediency  of 
ascertaining  by  analysis  the  pixrityof  the  water  of 
Charles  River  at  the  most  expedient  point  for  tak- 
ing The  same  for  the  use  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Minot — 1  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Council 
by  anticipating  the  thorough  discussion  which  I 
hoi)e  will  take  place  upon  this  whole  matter  of  the 
water  supply.  There  is  another  order  which  I 
have  sent  to  tlie  Chair  which  bears  on  the  same 
subject,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  it  read  at 
the  same  time. 

The  I'resident  read — 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  consider  and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  mills,  and  tlie  average 
amount  of  water  required  daily  by  each,  on 
Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers,  respectively,  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  water  damages  which  will  be  caused  by  mak- 
ing use  of  these  rivers  for  a  water  supply. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— As  I  have  said,  I  do  not 
wish  to  anticipate  the  discu^ssion  which  may  take 
place  on  this  subject,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  a 
very  thorough  one ;  nor  do  I  seek  by  this  order  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  plans  which  have 
been  proposed  by  other  members.    I  understand 
the  emergency  in  which  we  are  placed.  The  persons 
who  depend  upon  the  present  water  supply  are 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand.  They  abso- 
lutely require  eighteen  millions  of  gallons  a  day. 
Experience  shows  that,  even  under  tlie  restrictive 
rules  under  which  they  now  use  it,  no  le-^s  a  supply 
is  suffi(-ient.    We  are  also  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  Cochituate  Lake  can  be  depended 
on  for  only  sixteen  mil! ion  gallons  daily,  and  fur- 
thermore that  the  conduit  may  fail  us  at  any  mo- 
ment and  leave  the  city  of  Boston  iiartially,  if  not 
wholly,  without  a  supply  of  water.    A  computa- 
tion is  made  in  tlie  report  as  to  the  amount  of 
water  wliich  will  be  required  in  a  given  number  of 
J  ears  from  tills  time;  in  making  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  Kngineer  has  erred  on  the  side  of  con- 
servatism.   I  think  he  has  stated  it  very  mod- 
erately.   The  pOiiulatiou  now  depending  on  the 
present  water  supply  is  two  hundred    and   fifty 
thousand.    According  to  tlie  estimate  of  Messrs. 
K'rkwood    and   Francis,   the     uui'iber    in     1900 
will    be    six   hundred    and   fifty    thousand   per- 
sons,   who,    if    tliey    u^e    water     only    in     the 
re -trictive  manner   tliat   tliey  do    now,  would  re- 
quire forty-five  million  gallons   daily.    That  sup- 
ply would  not   be  sufticient   for  the   Fire  Depart- 
ment, liaiul  hose,  or  the  thousand  uses  or  luxuries 
which  we  might  desire  anil  hope  to  enable  our  cit- 
izens to  make  of  it.    As  I  understand  the  rejiort — 
and  I  have  endeavored  to   get  as  thorough  famil- 
iarity with  it  as  possible— the  present  supply  in 
Sudbury  River  will  produce  forty  million  gallons 
daily  at  the  outside.    No  further  supply  from  that 
source  can  be  hoped  for.    We  are  not  given  to 
suppose  that  it  is  capable,  at  any  time,  of  produc- 
ing a  greater  supply.    At  the  same  time,  tlie  com- 
mi-sioners  say,  that,  exclusive  of  water  damages, 
the  construction  of  those  works  will  cost  five  mil- 
lion dollars.    The  other  scheme  is  that  connected 
with  Charles  River.  I  should  have  said  that  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  the  puriiy  of  the  Sudbury  Riv- 
er is  such  that  the  water  would  be  entirely  fit  for  the 
purposes  for  which  we    design    to  use  it.    As  to 
Charles  River,  they  say  that  the  capacity  for  stor- 
age is  limited,  but  that  the  supply  would  be  four- 
teen million  gallons    daily,  and  that  a  supply  of 
forty-five  millions  daily  can  be  obtained  at  an  ex- 
pense of  three  million  dollars.    But  they  say  the 


purity  of  the  water  at  the  point  where  we  desire 
to  take  it  has  not  been  ascertained.  Now,  if  we 
can  get  forty-five  million  gallons  daily  from 
Charles  River  by  an  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  if  we  can  get  only  f t  rty  mil- 
lions daily  from  Sudbury  River  at  an  expense  of 
five  millions,  and  we  know  that  Sudbury  River 
is  pure,  and  do  not  know  that  the  water  of 
Charles  River  is  pure,  it  seems  to  me  very  proper 
— and  the  public  wiU  demand — to  know  whether 
the  water  of  Charles  River  is  pure  or  not.  1  think 
no  member  of  this  Council  will  be  willing  to  vote 
upon  this  question  until  he  understands  it.  No 
doubt  the  Water  Board  and  Engineers  have 
thoroughly  investigated  this  subject,  but  the  pub- 
lic are  not  satisfied.  They  do  not  regard  the  re- 
port of  the  Water  Board  as  conclusive-  Charles 
River  appears,  by  the  report,  to  be  the  most  expe- 
dient, except  in  regare  to  the  purity  of  the  water. 
I  say  that  point  should  be  ascertained,  and  the 
public  will  wish  to  know  why  it  should  not  be  as- 
certained. The  second  order  which  I  offered,  and 
which  the  President  has  read,  is  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  damages  which  have  been  estimated 
either  for  Sudbury  or  Charles  River.  There 
has  been  no  official  estimate.  I  have  heard 
that  it  has  been  stated  by  persons  who 
have  topographical  and  scientific  knowledge, 
that  the  water  damages  of  Sudbury  River  will  not 
be  less  than  thirteen  million  dollars.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve this;  I  think  it  is  extravagant,  but  still  it  is 
rumor,  and  it  should  be  explained.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  told  that  anengineer,who  has  sufficient 
scientific  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  judge  cor- 
rectly, and  who  is  familiar  with  the  country,  is 
willing  to  stake  his  reputation  that  the  damages 
will  not  be  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  dollars. 
Now,  if  there  is  a  competent  engineer  on  whose 
opinion  the  public  wiU  rely,  who  makes  this  state- 
ment, I  think  it  proper  and  expedient  for  the 
Water  Board  to  obtain  that  engineer's  judgment, 
and  the  facts  on  which  he  bases  his  opinion,  and 
let  them  be  shown  to  the  iiublic.  As  it  is  now,  the 
estimate  of  damages  is  entirely  a  matter  of  rumor. 
I  think  the  public  are  not  satisfied.  It  strikes  me 
that  I  have  just  as  much  reason  to  depend  on  the 
knowledge  and  honesty  of  the  gentleman  who 
says  it  viill  not  cost  less  than  thirteen  millions,  fas 
I  have  on  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who  says  the 
cost  will  not  be  more  than  a  million  and  a  half. 
Furthermore,  I  have  l)een  told  that  estunating 
water  damages  is  easily  obtained;  it  is  easy  to 
learn  how  much  water  hows  through  a  river  daily, 
and  you  know  how  much  you  are  going'  to  use,  and 
you  know  how  much  is  drawn  from  the  river  by 
the  mills.  In  that  way  an  estimate  can  be  made, 
although  it  be  a  rough  one,  and  it  could  not  be 
more  rough  than  the  estimates  made  of  street 
damages.  We  all  know  how  often  the  judgment 
of  the  most  experienced  persons  will  prove 
inaccurate.  I  have,  therefore,  suggested 
these  orders  tonight,  because  I  understood 
there  would  be  a  meeting  of  the  Water  Com- 
mittee this  week.  I  suggest  them,  not  as  impera- 
tive orders,  but  requesting  them  to  conside  the 
expediency  of  making  these  investigations.  Per- 
haps they  may  be  able  to  state  why  these  matters 
have  not  been  more  fully  explained.  But  one 
thing,  I  know,  strikes  the  pubUc  very  forcibly. 
In  tlie  report  of  the  Water  Board,  it  is  said  tha 
citizens  of  Boston  need  not  be  afraid  of  these  as- 
sessHients  of  damages,  because  they  are  to  be  as- 
sessed by  a  Massachusetts  court  and  jury.  Now, 
a  Massachusetts  court  and  jury  have  not  always 
been  prepossessed  in  favor  of  the  city,  and  I 
hardly  think  Boston  could  hardly  afford  to  employ 
a  jury  of  twelve  persons  to  purchase  the  mill 
rights  on  Sudbury  River.  In  justice  to  the  com- 
munity such  an  estimate  should  be  thoroughly 
made. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  would  suggest  whether 
there  will  be  any  objection  to  framing  the  order 
so  that  the  committee  should  procure  the  analysis. 
As  the  order  is  now,  they  are  to  consider  and  re- 
port upon  the  expediency  of  procuring  the  analy- 
sis. These  orders  have  the  same  fault  as  those 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  at  a  previous  meet- 
ing, having  no  provision  for  the  appropriation  to 
which  the  expense  should  be  charged. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  am  very  glad  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  gentleman's  experience.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  reason  I  did  not  put  that  clause 
in  as  that  the  scheme  he  presented  was  so  plausi- 
ble that  I  thought  that,  before  voting  to  adopt  an- 
other, his  might  be  adopted.  I  will  amend  the 
order  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  would  ask  if  an 
analysis  already  obtained  would  be  satisfactory. 
It  is  my  impression  that  one  has  been  made  by 
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the  town  of  Brooiline  of  the  water  of  Charles 
Kiver,  and  I  think  it  Is  a  matter  of  record. 

Mr.  Minot — I  will  amend  further  by  inserting 
the  words  "or  otherwise." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  nile  was 
suspended  and  the  order  passed,  as  amended,  in 
the  f oUowing  form : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Water  ascertain  by  analysis  or  otherwise  the 
purity  of  the  water  of  Charles  River  at  the  most 
expedient  point  of  taking  the  same  for  the  use  of 
the  city  of  Boston ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Additional  Water  Supply. 

The  order  previously  read  by  the  Pre'ident  was 
then  amended  by  Mr.  Minot,  and  passed,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of 
Ward  12,  in  the  following  form : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  ascertain  the  number  of  mill=,  the  average 
amount  of  water  required  daily  by  each,  on 
Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers  re-pectively,  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  damages  which  will  be  caused  by  making  use 
of  these  rivers  for  a  water  supply;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Additional 
Water  Supply. 

EEVISION  OF  THE  CITY  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  introduced  the  following : 
Resolved  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
revise  the  city  charter  be  requested  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  said  revision  in  time  to  obtain 
action  upon  the  same  at  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  think  it  is  about  three  months  since 
the  commission  was  appointed.  Within  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks  I  have  learned  that  no  sub- 
stantial progress  has  been  made.  It  is  understood 
that  the  commission  did  meet  and  organize,  and  it 
seems  to  me  now,  from  what  I  have  heard  directly 
from  one  of  the  commissioners,  that  it  was  not 
their  intention  to  report  in  time  to  get  any 
action  by  the  present  Legislature.  I  remember 
when  the  commissioners  were  appointed  it  was 
urged  with  a  great  deal  of  force  that  legifhition 
might  be  obtained  during  the  present  session. 
Now  the  Legislature  has  been  in  session  some  six 
weeks,  and  may  be  in  session  a  few  months  longer, 
but  unless  these  commissioners   go  to  work  to  do 
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something,  there  will  not  be  time  to  secure  the 
necessaiy  legislation.  We  have  an  able  commis- 
sion, and  there  is  no  sort  of  necessity  for  delay. 
They  may  as  well  go  to  work  practically  and  have 
it  done  in  a  year,  or  at  least  a  year  and  a  half.  I 
think  the  people  look  for  some  immediate  action. 
I  cannot  conceive  how  it  is  possible  to  take  so 
much  time,  simply  to  revise  the  city  charter. 
These  gentlemen  have  got  all  the  facts,  the  laws 
and  the  ordinances,  and  ought  to  have  a  great  deal 
of  experience.  I  think  there  is  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  revision,  and  I  think  the  sooner  we  get  a 
report  the  better. 
The  resolve  was  passed. 

INDEFINITELY  POSTPONED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  order  to 
designate  Ward  19  (Brighton)  as  the  "Garden  Dis- 
trict   was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— Since  this  order  was 
introduced  by  the  disinterested  kindness  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16, 1  have  been  waited  up- 
on by  several  gentlemen  from  Ward  19,  who  rep- 
resent that  the  name  designated  is  not  accepta- 
ble. Under  such  conditions,  and  having  no  other 
name  to  suggest,  I  move  that  the  order  be  indef- 
initely postponed. 

Carried. 

QUALIFICATIONS    OF  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
withhold  the  certificate  of  election  of  First-Assist- 
ant-Assessors of  E.  B.  Spinney  and  A.  G.  Wyman, 
until  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  can  be  ob- 
tained in  relation  to  their  eligilbility  to  the  above- 
named  offices,  as  they  now  hold  office  in  the  Treas- 
ury Deparlment,  and  in  violation  of  chapter  274, 
section  1,  of  the  statutes  of  1872. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  shall  object  to  the  pass- 
age of  that  order,  unless  the  gentleman  will  intro- 
duce another  referring  the  question  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley,  of  Ward  7  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of 
the  Common  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
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The  r(';i:ul:ir  weekly  iiiectiiifr  of  the  Bo;ir(I  <if  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
<^lark.  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXKCUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIHMKD. 

Special  Police  Officers — Edward  (Juigley,  Chcst- 
riut-Hill  Reservoir  and  its  vicinity;  Ebenezer 
Stone,  CiUiM's  Hiiildiut!;  and  its  vicinity. 

I'KTITIONS   REFERKKI). 

To  the  Coinmitter  oil  Povinf/.  iViusic-Hall  Asso- 
ciation and  others,  that  the  name  of  Central  place 
be  clianjied  to  that  of  Music  Hall-place. 

(leorj^e  H.  Kuhn,  trustee,  to  be  paid  for  }::rade 
damages  oil  DuiUey  street. 

Samuel  Roach,  to  project  lamps  <at  corner  of 
Harvard  and  Washinffton  streets. 

Directors  of  East  Bo-ton  Ferries,  that  the  ave- 
nue leadiuR-  from  Maverick  square  to  the  South 
Ferry  be  reiiaveil  with  sipinre  granite  blocks,  the 
avenue  being  imfit  for  public  tr.avel. 

To  tfie  Committei'  on  Anuorirn.  Company  I), 
First  Battalion  Infantry,  for  approval  of  arinon- 
at  Revere  Hall,  Bowdoin  square. 

To  the  Cnmniittcf'  on  fuinpitil  Noll.  James  B. 
Watkins  ct  a/.,  for  u^se  of  Faneuil  H.all  for  a  levee 
of  the  (rood  Samaritans. 

To  tlir  Co)ii)n  iftrr  on  Co7nnion,etc.,  on  flic  part  of 
tlif  Jiorirl.  .Joseph  F.  Paul,  John  Tisdale  Bradlee, 
Charli  s  \V.  Slack,  Gtorge  ().  Caiiienter,  Bal'lwin. 
Motume  &  Co.,  Potter,  White  &  Bailey,  A.  &  E. 
B  it'dielder,  and  eighty  others,  for  the  removal  of 
rue  elms  on  Paddock's  Mall;  Ogden  Codman  and 
thirty-eight  others,  Edward  Atkinson  and  sixty 
others,  remoestrances  against  the  removal  of  the 
elms  on  Paddock's  Mall. 

To  the  Joint  Vominittef  on  Common.,  etc.  L. 
Foster  Morse  et  al.,  that  Orchard  Park  be  eii- 
laiged. 

To  the  Com7n,ittee  on,  Sewers.  .Tohn  Parkinson, 
to  be  ])aid  for  damages  caused  by  Stony-Brook  im- 
provements. 

Isaac  H.  Cary,  to  be  compenFateil  for  damages 
caused  by  the  Stony  Brook  inqjrovements. 

To  the'  Committee  on  Connti/  Biiilrlinqs.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Sutfolk-Couiity  Bar,  for  hearing  on  the 
subject  of  a  new  Court  House. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
lioanl.  Martha  and  Caroline  A.  Sumner,  for 
abatement  of  Cottage-street  betterment  asess- 
ment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lieennes.  Blanclnrd  tt 
Ross,  to  open  a  variety  theatre  at  578  Wa'  hinpion 
s:reft. 

Somerset  Club,  for  renewal  of  license  to  keej) 
bowling  alley. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Bernard  O'Kane, 
patrolman,  for  amendment  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Police  Department,  so  that  officers 
doing  duty  in  the  day  time  shall  be  allowed  the 
l)rivilege  "of  one  day  in  the  week,  fortnight  or 
month,  as  furlough,  to  transact  ])rivate  business; 
that  no  deiluction  of  pay  on  account  of  sickness 
shall  be  made  for  a  period  to  be  agreed  upon  here- 
after, and  that  officers  shall  have  permission  to 
attend  religious  worship  on  Sunday. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on' the  pm-t  of  the 
Jioard.  P.  McMarrow,  to  move  and  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  eight  additional  horses  on 
South  street.  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Nancy  A.  Stearns, 
to  be  compensated  for  jiersonal  injuries  sustained 
V)y  a  fall  on  Federal  street. 

REPORT    OF    THE    SUPERINTENDENT    OF    STREETS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  (City  Doc.  No.  2!i)  was  submitted  and  sent 
down.     An  abstract  is  .appended: 

Pavlnr/.  The  sum  of  ifO.'il.OtO  01  was  expended 
by  the  Paving  Department  during  the  municipal 
year  1873  for  p.aving,  repaving,  gradiug,  rejiairs  of 
streets,  removing  and  levelling  snow,  and  for 
grade  damages,  etc.,  as  f ollow,' :  In  city  proper, 
i3i)],448  73;  Koxbury,  .'8;158,7!>8  50;  South  Boston, 
.f  129,05!)  88;  East  Boston,  §70,990  44;  Dorchester, 
.$116,304  00. 

Incidentals.    .$41,052  95. 

Grade  Damar/es.  Citv  proper,  $5585  51;  Rox- 
bury,  .f.WOS;  South  Boston,  $;«.50;  East  Boston, 
.«1210;  Dorchester,  S4750.    Total,  5f22,758  51. 


The  amount  appropriated  for  paving,  etc.,  for 
the  present  financial  year,  187:!-4,  was  .SI  ,000.000 ; 
total  expenditures  of  the  jtresent  financial  year  to 
.January  1,  1874,  $Hl2.:im  87.  Balance  of  appropri- 
ation unexpended  January  1,  1874,  .§187,63.'{  13. 
The  amount  of  bills  for  edgestones,  constructing 
sidewalks  and  sale  of  materials,  lodged  with  the 
<'ity  Treasurer  during  the  year  1873  for  collection, 
was  $10,448  06. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  city  treasurv,  during 
the  same  i)criod,  and  credited  as  having  been  paid 
in  by  the  Paving  Dcpartme)it  on  account  of  work 
done  by  said  department,  was  .SCOBO  08.  There 
have  been  i)aid,  as  authorized  by  the  arbitration 
of  referees,  .¥84,4.53  83  for  grade  daiuages  on  Dev- 
onshire and  Water  streets  and  Spring  lane. 

In  a('dition  to  the  supervision  of  operations  of 
the  Paving  Department,  the  undersigned  has  been 
called  upon,  during  the  past  year,  to  take  charge 
of  other  work,  the  cost  of  which  has  been  charged 
to  the  special  ap])ropriations  enumerated;  South 
Market-street  extension,  .'818,123  71;  Dudley, 
Stoughton,  Pleasant  and  Commercial  streets, 
widening  and  grading,  $4917  bO;  Fort  Hill, 
.'ii!l,789  03;  Suffolk-street  District,  .'i;(i835  49:  Devon- 
shire-street extension.  .1*7181  50;  Warren-street 
widening,  between  Washington  and  Dudlev 
streets,  .§12,809  15;  Burnt  District,  .•S60,645  44.  Ae- 
comi)anying  the  report  is  a  schedule  of  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  Paving  Department. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  Richards 
&  Co.  et  ((I.,  Silas  Peirce  et  al.  Referred  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  place  lands  and  buildings  in  annexed 
territory,  not  now  in  charge  of  other  departments, 
in  charge  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  i)repare 
an  ordinance  for  the  removal  of  snow  from  roofs 
of  buildings,  as  provided  by  chapter  eighty-six  of 
statu' es  of  1863.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  ascertain,  by 
analysis  or  otherwi'-e,  the  luirity  of  water  in 
Charles  River.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  report  on 
the  number  of  mill  privileges  on  Chailes  and  Sud- 
bury rivers,  jind  the  vohnues  of  water  in  said 
rivers.     Passed. 

Order  to  refer  ^o  much  of  the  rejiort  of  the 
Water  Registrar  (City  Doc.  No.  134  of  1873)  as  re- 
lates to  change  of  rates,  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.    Passed. 

Order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  and  a  national 
salute  to  be  fired  at  Km^t  .and  South  Bo  ton,  the 
city  i)roper,  the  Highland",  Dorchester,  West 
IJoxbury,  Brighton  and  Charlestown,  at  noon,  on 
the  23d  inst.,  in  commen\oration  of  the  birthday 
of  Oeorge  Washington.    P.assed— yeas   12,   navs  0. 

Report  of  City  Engineer.  (City  Doc.  No.  20.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Commission  on  Revision  of  the  City 
Charter  to  report  in  season  for  action  by  the  pre>- 
ent  Legislature. 

Ableiman  Cutter— I  understand,  from  a  conver- 
sation with  one  of  the  commissioners,  that  it  will 
take  them  some  six  months  to  complete  the  revi- 
sion of  the  city  charter.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
commendable  to  crowd  them,  and  I  would  like  to 
hear  some  member  of  this  Board  explain  the  order 
or  give  a  good  reason  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  is  b.arely  possible  that 
the  i)resent  Legislature  may  be  in  session  six 
months  hence;  and  by  passing  the  order  the  sub- 
ject may  reach  them. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  taltle 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  of  the  election  of  A.  G.  Wyman  .as  First- 
Assistant- Assessor  in  place  of  Richard  J.Fennelly, 
chosen  by  the  Board.  On  motion  of  Alderman 
Stebbins.  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  and 
the  Chairman  appointed  Alderman  Stebbins  and 
Brooks  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

A.  G.  Wviiian  had 2 

R.  J.  Feimolly -i 

.lames  Dennie r> 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  w.as  taken, 
with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

A.  G.  Wyman  had 2 

R.  J.  Feimelly - 

James  Dennie 8 
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And  James  Dennie  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

REPORTS  FROM    THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Chairman  sulinitted  re\;orts  from  the  Joint 
•Committee  on  Finance,  as  follows: 

Report  on  the  jietition  of  A.  S.  "Wheeler,  trustee, 
to  be  compensated  for  two  coupons  of  (  ityof  Rox- 
bury  stock  which  hnve  been  lost,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  jrene;al  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Tiea'-urer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  pay  the  amount  of  lost 
coupons  of  interest  upon  satiff  jctory  evidence  of 
their  loss  being  proiiuced  by  the  party  or  parties 
claiming  to  own  the  same,  and  on  the  condition 
that  the  party  or  parties  owning  the  same  shall 
give  a  bond  to  the  city,  sati> factory  to  the  City 
Solicitor  and  the  City  treasurer,  to  indemnify  it 
Jfrom  all  legal  claims  in  consequence  of  the  pay- 
ment of  said  coupons. 

Passed. 

R  IJort  on  the  request  of  Committee  on  Streets, 
and  an  order  for  the  l^orrowing  of  $!100,000,  to  be 
added  to  tha  Devonshire-street  Extension  loan, 
recomniending  that  the  order  ought  to  pass,  as  the 
money  will  be  required  to  settle  outstanding 
claims  against  the  city  on  account  of  this  under- 
taking. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  read 
once  and  laid  over. 

Report  on  recjuest  of  Committee  on  Bridges  for 
an  additional  apiivoiuiat^on  of  JJ.'iOOO,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authoiized  to  tranffer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges  the 
sum  of  five  tliousand  dollars 

Passed — Yeas  12,  nays  0. 

THE     PROPOSED    NEW     BRIDGE    BETWEEN    BOSTON 
AND  CAMBRIDGE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  petition  of  W.  H. 
Jackson  ei  aL,  that  the  City  Government  support 
the  apiilication  i;ow  before  ihe  Legilalure  for  au- 
thority to  construct  a  n;  w  avenue  between  l>o=ton 
and  Cambridge,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanyii  g  order: — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  favor 
the  passnge  of  nn  act  by  the  Legii-lature  author- 
izing the  constiuction  of  a  new  avenue  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge,  in  such  locafon  and  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  sni  I  coiumittee 
may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  this  city. 

Passed. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  ATLANTIC  AVENUE. 

The  Chairman  presented  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  petition-  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  and  Jo-hua  C.  Stone  et  aL,  that 
the  city  petition  the  Legililure  for  antiioiityto 
make  equitable  charges  "for  ihe  use  of  Atlantic 
avenue,  for  railroad  and  marktt  purposes  in  case 
it  shoul  I  be  widened,  lecommenuing  the  passage 
of  the  accomi^anying  order : 

Ordered,  Thrt  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  now  in  session  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston 
to  make  equital  le  charges  for  the  u-  e  and  occu- 
pation of  Atlantic  aveuue  for  railroad  and  market 
purposes,  in  case  the  City  Government  should 
hereafter  deem  it  expedient" to  widen  said  avenue. 

The  (juestion  was  on  giviug  the  order  a  second 
rea  ling 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  hope  the  order  will  lie 
over. 

Al  lerman  Worthington — It  is  desirable  that  the 
subject  shoul  1  be  brought  before  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  Legi-lature,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
the  order  should  pass  without  delay.  If  there  is 
any  good  reason  for  its  lying  over  I  am  peifectly 
willing. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins — If  carried  out  as  the  pro- 
jectors intend  it  shall  be,  this  order  involve-;  an 
expend  e  of  $750,000  in  widening  Atlintic  avenue, 
the  burden  of  which  will  be  borne  by  the  tax- 
payers of  Bo5ton  for  the  benefit  of  one  or  two  cor- 
poratiou=.  I  think  we  are  hardly  prepared  to  take 
this  step  for  the  benefit  of  iniividuals,  for  it  is 
more  in  the  nature  of  a  private  enterprise  than 
th3  public  know. 

•  Al  lerman  Worthington— I  think  the  Alderman 
coull  hardly  have  unaerstood  the  order.  As  I  un- 
derstand it,  several  gentlemen  have  petitioned  the 
city  for  the  right  to  stand  wagons  in  the  street 
under  certain  circumstances,  which  are  these: 
Certain  merchants  and  others  are  talking  about 
the  widening  of  the  street;  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 


way Company  wish  the  street  widened  and  desire 
to  pay  for  the  use  of  it.  The  Street  Commissioners 
say  they  can  do  nothing  wichout  first  having  leg- 
islative authority.  If  we  can  have  authority  to 
negotiate  with  the  Old  Colony  Railway,  and  they 
will  pay  the  interest  on  the  c6.  t  of  the  widening, 
then  the  matter  may  be  duly  considered  and  acted 
upon.  If  that  company  shall  not  be  willing  to  do 
so,  then  1  do  not  believe  tlie  committee  would  ask 
thai  ihe  authority  be  given.  Nothing  will  be  done 
until  the  railroad  companies  come  up  and  say  they 
need  the  land  very  much  and  are  willing  to  pay 
the  iatcrsst  on  tlie  money.  If  we  get  the  author- 
ity, and  the  railroad  companies  say  they  will  pay 
the  interest  on  $750,000,  then  the  city  of  Boston 
will  consider  the  subject.  Until  the  authority  is 
obtained  not  one  of  the  committee  is  in  favor  of 
action.  I  hope  we  shall  get  the  privilege  of  nego- 
tiatiiig  with  %\\q  railroads  for  this  thing. 

Alderman  Stebbins— T  he  plausibility  of  the 
statement  thus  made  equals  that  of  the  projector 
of  tliis  enterprise.  As  i  understand  the  case  it  is 
this :  About  two  or  three  years  ago  a  party  who 
owns  a  large  amount  of  land  on  Atlantic  avenue 
petitioned  chat  that  avenue  might  be  widened  one 
hundred  feet.  The  Street  Comnussioners  reported 
that  the  cost  would  be  $750,000,  and  the  widening 
was  defeated.  Now  it  has  assumed  another  shape. 
The  projector  of  that  enterprise  has  obtained  pe- 
titions signed  by  marketmen  in  Watertovvn  and 
other  places,  asking  that  the  city  of  Boston  obtain 
authority  to  charge  equitable  rates  for  the  use  of 
the  place  by  market  wagons,  which  means  that 
Atlantic  avenue  shall  be  wideneil,  and  the  land  of 
the  j)rojector  be  taken  for  his  own  personal  bene- 
fit. I  talk  very  plainly,  because  I  think  the  sub- 
ject demands  it.  I  flunk  it  is  one  of  the  largest 
private  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  private  parties 
that  has  been  before  the  City  Council  for  several 
years,  and,  as  such,  I  feel  bound  to  oppose  it. 

Aide,  man  Brooks— As  this  is  a  very  important 
subject,  I  hope  it  will  lie  over  one  Aveek  at  least. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  the  gentleman's 
statement,  i  think,  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
the  expenditure  of  so  much  money  for  this  \)\\x- 
pose  is  advisable. 

Alderman  Worthington — That  is  not  the  ques- 
tion we  are  considering.  We  are  merely  asking 
the  Legislature  for  power  to  make  equitable 
charges  for  the  use  of  a  certain  street  in  Boston. 
If  we  get  that  authority  nothing  may  be  done. 
Not  one  of  the  committee  is  in  favor  of  widening 
Atlantic  avenue  unless  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company  and  the  marketmen  are  ready  to  come 
forward  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the 
increased  width  of  the  street.  If  it  were  merely 
a  question  of  widening  that  street  for  commercial 
purposes,  1  think  it  would  be  a  very  important 
question  for  us  to  consider  the  cost.  And  it  is  one 
of  the  most  important  questions  that  will  come 
before  this  Board.  We  should  make  use  of  all 
the  commercial  advantages  tliat  Boston  po-sesses 
for  the  transportaiion  and  delivery  of  merchan- 
dise, and  if  we  can  get  any  assistance  from  the 
railroads  1  am  in  favor  of  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — As  this  report  comes  from  the 
committee  of  which  I  am  chairman,  perhaps  an 
explanation  from  me  is  appropriate  at  the  present 
time.  This  petition  comes  from  three  different 
railroad  cor^-orations  and  a  veiy  large  number  of 
marke'men.  It  may  be  tiiat  the  marketmen  live 
in  Watertown,  anu  elsewhere,  but  tliey  all  do 
business  in  Quincy  and  Faneuil  Hall  inarkets. 
They  ask  the  city  to  obtain  from  the  State  the 
right  to  charge  for  the  use  of  Atlantic  avenue,  for 
market  and  railroad  purposes,  in  case  tlxe  city, 
ei. her  this  year,  next  year,  or  ten  years  hence, 
shoul  1  see  ht  to  widen  Atlantic  avenue  from  Com- 
mercial street  to  Rowe's  wharf.  It  does  not  con- 
tempi  ite  the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar,  un- 
less it  may  be  required  by  the  Committee  on  Leg- 
islative Matters  to  get  this  authority  from  the 
Leglslaaire,  and  I  do  not  think  they  are  in  the 
habit  of  spending  large  sums  for  such  purposes. 
The  question  of  widening  Atlantic  avenue  was  not 
entertained  for  a  single  moment  by  the  Committee 
on  Streets.  It  is  merely  asking  the  State  for  the 
right  to  make  charges  for  the  use  of  Atlantic 
avenue,  if,  in  the  future,  the  city  sliould  see  fit  to 
widen  ir.  It  has  been  thought  that  the  widening 
of  Atlantic  avenue  would  be  a  capital  thing  for 
the  mercantile  community.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  party  who  owns  this  land  is  particularly  anx- 
ious about  it,  or  particularly  interested  in  it.  I 
believe  lie  has  more  extended  ideas  and  views  of 
public  improvements ;  that  his  interests  are  not  en- 
tirely Sfclfish.and  that  he  takes  a  great  interest  in  the 
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growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city.  I  bcliove  that 
at  some  time  or  other  it  may  be  a  good,  judicious 
thing  to  widen  Atl;intic  avenue,  to  accommodate 
not  only  the  marketmen,  but  to  enable  the  rail- 
roads to  have  better  facilities  for  doing  their  busi- 
ness. All  that  this  order  calls  for  is  to  ask  for  the 
right  to  assess  upon  the  railroads  equitable 
charges  for  the  use  of  this  street,  should  the  city 
see  lit  at  some  future  time  to  widen  it.  The  city 
has  not  the  right  now  to  assess  upon  any  railroad 
or  individual  a  charge  for  the  use  of  Atlantic  ave- 
nue or  any  other  street.  Complaint  has  been 
made  that  cars  are  allowed  to  stand  on  Commer- 
cial and  Federal  streets ;  they  have  no  right  to 
stand  there  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
But  the  idea  advanced  by  the  Alderman  from 
"V^ard  8,  that  this  contemplates  the  widening  of 
Atlantic  avenue  at  the  present  time  is  erroneous. 
It  does  not  contemplate  the  expenditure  of  a  sin- 
gle dollar.  I  contend  that  it  will  be  getting  rights 
which  the  city  is  entitled  to  and  ouyht  to  have. 
There  is  no  danger  of  the  city  obtaining  more 
rights  than  it  is  entitled  to.  I  believe  this  matter 
is  one  of  very  great  interest  to  the  city  of  Boston 
— much  more  than  to  any  single  individual.  If  the 
city  should  find  that  it  is  for  its  interest  to  widen 
Atlantic  avenue,  and  it  shall  have  the  right  to 
assess  charges  so  that  it  can  obtain  an  interest  of 
six  or  eight  per  cent,  on  the  investment,  it  certain- 
ly would  be  a  gootl  thing.  I  hope  the  order  will 
take  its  second  reading  and  pass  today. 

Alderman  Stebbins— To  make  the  order  of  any 
practical  value  whatever,  Atlantic  avenue  must 
be  widened.  After  this  authority  is  obtained  from 
the  Legislature,  the  next  thing  will  be  a  pressure 
to  widen  Atlantic  avenue  a  hundred  feet.  The 
Street  Commissioners  have  already  reported  on 
that.  Then  there  is  the  petition  to  use  the  avenue 
for  market  purposes.  Last  year  the  city  leased 
certain  lands  at  large  expense  on  India  street  for 
market  wagons,  and  there  is  room  enough  there 
for  all  the  market  wagons  that  come  into  the  city. 
There  is  no  demand  from  the  marketmen  for  ad- 
ditional market  facilities.  I  repeat  what  I  said 
before,  that  I  look  upon  this  as  a  scheme  for  the 
benefit  of  private  individuals  at  the  expense  of 
the  taxpayers. 

Alderman  Clark— I  do  not  know  whether  the 
marketmen  demand  it  or  not,  but  I  believe  that 
the  business  interests  of  the  city  would  be  very 
greatly  benefited  if  Atlantic  avenue  could  be  wid- 
ened another  hundred  feet  at  the  expense  of  the 
railroad  corporations.  There  is  no  (question  but 
that  we  need  all  the  room  we  can  get  to  act  ommo- 
date  the  Inisiness  growth  of  the  city.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  needed  for  market  purposes, 
but  I  do  know  that  the  shipping  interests  of  the 
city  are  rapidly  increasing  and  demand  that  all 
the  facilities  that  can  be  obtained  shall  be  given 
to  the  merchants.  I  admit  that  it  is  the  firsu  step 
toward  the  widening  of  Atlantic  avenue.  If  the 
railroad  companies  say  they  will  pay  ten  per  ceiit. 
interest  on  the  expense  of  widening  tliTt  street,we 
now  have  no  right  to  take  it.  It  will  tio  no  I-iarm 
to  obtain  the  authority,  and  in  my  judgment  it 
will  be  best  for  the  city  to  widen  that  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  will  go  still  further,  and 
say  that  to  locate  three  or  four  railroad  tracks  on 
that  street  would  be  a  great  detriment  to  proper- 
ty ;  the  large  estates  on  Atlantic  avenue  would  be 
decreased  in  value  very  much.  I  am  no  lawyer, 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  Legislature 
will  pass  a  law  to  allow  the  city  to  charge  anybody 
for  occupying  a  part  of  a  public  street. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  desire  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8  in  one  particular.  He  states 
that  the  city  last  year  leased  lands  at  a  large  ex- 
pense on  India  street.  That  large  rent  was  one 
cent  for  two  years. 

Ahlermau  Stebbins— The  lands  had  to  be  filled 
up. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  gentleman  reminds  me 
of  the  expense  of  filling  up  the  lands.  That 
will  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  owners 
paying  the  taxes  on  the  increased  valuation  when 
the  lease  expires. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  inquire  of  the 
Committee  on  Marl^ets  if  there  is  not  plenty  of 
room  there  for  all  the  market  wagons  which  will 
come. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  room  there  is  all  occu- 
pied now. 

Alderman  Emery— "Would  it  be  detrimental  to 
the  order  to  have  it  lie  over  a  week  ? 

Alderman  Clark — I  think  that  after  this  week  no 
new  petitions  will  be  received  by  the  Legislature ; 
though  I  suppose  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  can 
explain  that  better  than  I  can,  as  he  is  one  of  the 


Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  1  have  no  ob" 
jection  to  its  lying  over  if  that  will  not  throw  it 
out  at  the  State  House. 

Alderman  Wort hington— The  information  given 
to  the  (toinmittee  was  that  the  20tii  was  the  last 
day  on  which  it  couM  go  in.  That  is  the  reason  I 
am  in  favor  of  pressing  the  order  today. 

Alderman  Clark — I  am  informed  that  the  time 
expires  on  Saturday. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading— 5  for 
and  6  against — and  was  laid  over. 

MISCELLANEOUS    KEPOUTS    AND    OKDEllS  SUBMIT- 
TED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  appli- 
cations of  Mark  Salom,  365  Washington  street,  for 
renewal  of  auctioneer's  license;  Ldward  Liiine- 
man,  15  Eliot  street,  for  renewal  of  billiard  li- 
cense ;  Charles  H.  Peaiborn,  to  give  exhibitions  of 
ventriloquism  from  Feb.  2:3  to  March  9;  J.  Pigeon, 
to  exhibit  "Punch  and  Judy"  at  130  Cambridge 
streetj  E.  W.  Todd,  agent,  to  exhibit  a  panorama 
at  Union  Hall,  Chailostown;  James  Fitzgerald, 
to  deal  in  second-hand  clothes  at  146  Kingston 
Street;  Benjamin  Locke,  et  al.,  for  transfer  of 
wagon  licdises;  George  F.  Bonney  &  Co.,  for 
transfer  of  hack  license  ;  John  Slattery,  A.  B.  Da- 
vis and  George  R.  m-esly,  for  hack  license ;  Timo- 
thy Griffin  and  twelve  others,  for  minors'  licenses ; 
George  W.  Nickerson,  and  Bartholomew  Sv/an, 
for  victualler's  license ;  and  "leave  to  withdraw" 
on  applicatioii  of  Dennis  Murphy,  for  victualler's 
license  at  Too  Washington  street;  Asa  Swett,  for 
iuiiholder's  license  at  10  Harvard  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Aliierman  Kmery,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands — Report  on  petition  of  trustees  of 
Boston  College,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument 
drawn  sati^f  actory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  changing 
the  condition  set  forth  in  a  deed  given  by  the  city 
of  Boston  to  John  McKlroy,  and  recorded  ^\^th 
Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  781,  folio  170,  which  reads  that 
no  building  shall  be  placed  nearer  to  James  street 
than  ten  feet,  so  as  to  lead  that  no  building  shall 
be  placed  nearer  to  James  street  than  seven  feet 
therefrom  as  shown  upon  the  accompanying 
plan,  to  be  recorded  with  such  instrument — upon 
condition  that  said  McLlroy,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
shall  pay  all  equitable  damages  occasioned  by 
such  change  of  condition. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Alderman  Harris — I  hope  the  order  wiU  be  ex- 
plained. 

Alderman  Emery — The  object  is  more  clearly  set 
forth  in  the  report  and  order  than  I  could  state  it. 
However,  I  think  I  can  make  the  gentleman  under- 
stand it.  This  is  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Tru'itees  of  Boston  College  for  a  release  of  certain 
restrictions  upon  a  piece  of  land  purchased  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  It  is  a  lot  lying  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  St.  James  street,  or  rather  between 
Concord  street  and  Newton  street.  They  ask  for  a 
release  of  the  conditions  on  three  feet  of  land  on 
the  street.  I  believe  there  can  be  no  serious  objec- 
tions. The  building  will  then  set  back  seven  feet, 
instead  of  ten  as  now,  which  will  leave  more  laud 
on  the  rear  towards  Newton  street  than  what  the 
restrictions  call  for. 

Alderman  Hall— This  is  a  lot  that  was  purchased 
of  the  city  by  the  college  at  fifty  cents  a  foot  with 
certain  restrictions,  which  were  a  part  and  parcel 
of  the  purchase,  (ieutlemen  have  purchased  land 
on  Newton  street,  the  deeds  for  which  refer  to 
those  restrictions.  I  do  not  think  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton can  release  those  restrictions  without  being 
liable. 

Alderman  Emery— The  order  provides  that  they 
are  to  hold  the  city  harmless  from  aU  damages. 

Alderman  Clark — I  wisli  tlie  order  might  lie  over. 
It  is  a  subject  I  do  not  under^tand.  Complaint 
has  been  made  in  West  Newton  street  about  the 
building  cutting  off  the  air  and  light.  If  that  is 
so,  I  should  like  to  have  the  order  lie  over  a  week 
in  order  to  have  time  to  look  into  it. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  its  lying  over.  The  committee  gave  no- 
tice to  the  petitioners  and  they  appeared.  There 
were  some  remonstrants  who' were  notified,  but 
they  were  not  present.  1  he  thing  asked  for  by 
the  petitioners  was  so  slight  that  nobody  could 
object  to  it.  I  believe  that  the  remonstrants 
learned  that  they  were  mistaken  in  regard  to  the 
petition,  and  for  that  reason  did  not  appear  to  ob- 
ject. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Alderman  Emery— Report  (leave  to  withdraw) 
on  remonstrance  of  Job  A.  Turner,  against  peti- 
tion of  Trustees  of  Boston  College.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power — Report  from  the  Printing 
Committee  upon  the  order  for  printing  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  report  on  additional  supply 
of  water  (City  Doc.  No.  29  of  187.3).  The  com- 
mittee have  ascertained  that,  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  for 
Information  upon  the  important  subjects  em- 
braced in  the  report,  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
can  be  made  available  f  lom  the  edition  already 
printed,  to  supply  each  member  of  tlie  Council 
with  a  copy,  within  a  week  from  the  present  time, 
■which  he  can  permaner.tly  retain  ;  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Printing  has  taken  measures  to  ac- 
complish this  result.  To  print  a  new  edition 
would  require  tliree  weeks,  and  the  cost  of  the 
first  copy  would  be  about  .^5400,  each  additional 
copy  costing  about  fifty  cents.  The  edition  al- 
ready printed  was  one  thousand  copies,  and 
cost  $!1377  77.  Tlie  usual  document  edition,  last 
year,  was  four  hundred  and  fifty  copies ;  and  more 
than  double  the  usual  editicni  of  this  document 
has  been  supplied,  th;^  number  having  been  oiig- 
iually  determined  as  being  sufficient  for  all  re- 
quired pur])oses ;  and  the  large  map  was  released 
and  erased  from  the  lithographic  stones.  As  the 
requirements  of  the  City  Government  will  be  fully 
and  promptly  supplied, "and  as  a  large  edition  has 
been  supplied  for  i)ublic  information,  and  espe- 
cially the  bound  volumes  of  the  City  Documents 
(containing  tlie  report  No.  29)  will  be  placed  in  all 
the  departinents  of  the  city,  and  In  tlie  Public 
liibrary,  probably  as  soon  as  a  reprint  coull  be  ac- 
corrplished,  the  committee  are  oi  the  opirion  that 
the  order  for  reprinting  the  report  ought  not  to 
pass.    The  report  was  accepted 

By  Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  .Si396  59  be  hereby  re- 
funded to  Charles  Robinson,  attorney,  being  one- 
half  the  assessments  and  costs  levied  upon  certain 
estates  in  Bartlett  street,  Charlestown,  for  a 
sewer. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order. 

Alderman  Power— This  is  a  matter  which  be- 
longed to  the  city  of  Charlestown  and  was  all  set- 
tled there,  as  they  supposed,  but  our  Auditor  wiU 
not  pay  the  bill  until  the  passage  of  that  order 
here.  He  has  no  doubts  about  its  being  correct; 
still  he  wishes  the  passage  of  that  ortler  for  the 
payment  of  the  money. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power — 
.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  eighth 
section  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment as  either  to  dispense  with  the  semi-an- 
nual reports  of  the  City  Solicitor  or  to  make  one 
annual  report  answer  the  purpose  of  said  section. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  "Worthington,  from  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Cap- 
tain James  J.  Flyiin,  commanding  Company  I, 
,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  the  sum  of 
eighty-nine  dollars  and  forcy  cents,  to  reimburse 
him  for  taxes  paid  in  1873  on  the  armory  of  said 
company  at  No.  544  Washington  street;;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Henry  C.  Richards  the  sum  of  twentj'-flve  dollars, 
on  account  of  rent  for  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  F,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  the  corner  of  Warren  and  Palmer  streets, 
previous  to  the  first  day  of  October,  1873 ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries. 

Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

By  Allerman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.  and  A.  B.  Kenny,  for 
leave  to  occupy  wooden  stables.  Severally,  ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  Ihe  sev- 
eral superintendents  and  draw-tenders  of  bridges 
in  Charlestown  and  Brighton  be  allowed  the  same 
compensation  which  they  received  from  the  city 
of  Charlestown  and  the  town  of  Brighton  previous 
to  the  first  Monday  in  January  last. 

Passed. 


By  Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Paving — 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Athens  street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  March  22,  1872,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Peters — 

Whereas,  The  town  of  West  Roxbury,  in  town 
meeting  held  March  3,  1873,  voted  that  one-half 
the  fees  received  for  dog  licenses  be  paid  to  the 
West  Roxbuiy  Free  Library,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  said  West 
Roxbury  Fiee  Library  one-half  the  dog-license 
fees  he  has  received  on  account  of  the  late  town 
of  West  Roxbuiy,  amounting  to  f  482  50. 

Al  lennan  Harris  in  quired  what  appropriation 
the  money  was  to  be  charged  to. 

Alderman  Peters— The  town  of  West  Roxbury, 
at  its  last  annual  March  meeting,  voted  that  one- 
half  the  sum  received  from  dog  licenses  in  that 
town  ^hould  be  jiaid  by  tiie  Treasurer  to  the  AVest 
Roxbury  Free  Libravy.  The  money  has  been  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  Boston,  and  I  suppose  the  sum 
named  in  the  order  will  be  charged  to  the  fund  re- 
ceived from  West  Roxbury. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Aid  ninan  Stebbins — 

Ordered  That  the  income  derived  by  the  sale  of 
lots,  etc.,  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Ward  19, 
be  set  apart  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  defray 
the  expenses  incurred  in  maintaining  said  cem- 
etery. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott — 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  now  m  session  for  an 
amendment  to  the  law  relating  to  the  sealing  of 
weights  and  measures,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  deputy  sealers  in  place  of  assist- 
ants, and  for  such  other  changes  as  may  be  found 
necessary  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  law. 

Passed 

KEQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPKOPRIATION. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  following  (City 
Document  No.  23): 

The  Commitf  e  on  Streets  respectfully  report 
that  an  additional  loan  of  $260,000  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to 
Haymarket  squaie,  to  pay  the  land  and  building 
damages  yet  unsettled,  the  grade  damages,  and 
for  gradi-.ig  and  paving  the  street.  The  loan  au- 
thorized when  the  order  jjassed,  in  November, 
1872,  to  extend  the  street,  was  $;i,500,000.  The  land 
and  building  damages  paid  from  it  to  date  amount 
to  $1,429,601 63,  leaving  unexpended  $70,338  37. 
Claims  yet  unsettled  for  land  and  building  dam- 
ages are  estimated  to  amount  to  about  $112,900; 
the  grade  damages,  $75,000;  grading  and 'paving 
the  street,  .'ii;80,000;  and  the  co^t  of  negotiating  the 
total  loans  requested  ($1,760,000),  and  chargeable 
to  tho-e  loans,  $61,730,— in  all  $329,630;  an  excess 
of  $259,291  63  over  the  balance  of  the  original  loan 
now  remaiiiing.  The  committee  would  therefore 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
der for  an  additional  loan  of  $260,000 : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  1  orrow,  under  the  direction  (,f  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the  loan 
for  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to  Hay- 
market  square. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

PETITION  FOR  A  NEW  STREET. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  wish  to  present  a  ])etition 
signed  by  seventy  or  more  persons  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  Medford  court  and  Briggs  place,  ask- 
ing that  a  new  street  may  be  laid  out,  by  extend- 
ing Briggs  place  through  to  Washington  streets 
The  petition  represents  "that  the  cost  of  this  pub- 
lic impro>  ement  would  be  trifling  compared  with 
the  benefit  derived.  The  value  of  the  land  is  but 
$1  50  per  foot  one-half  the  distance,  and  $7  per 
foot  for  the  other  half,  and  only  one  building'will 
have  to  be  removed.  This  will  give  a  new  street, 
increase  the  taxable  propertv,  and  remove  an  in- 
tolerable nuisance."  The  petition  is  signed  by 
Samuel  M.  Colcord  and  many  others.  I  think  it  is 
signed  by  all  the  physicians  at  the  South  End. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Street  Commissioners. 

MOUNTED  POLICE. 

By  Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice—Report on  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural 
audress  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  a  mount- 
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ed  patrol  for  police  service  in  this  city,  and  trans- 
mitting a  (^oiniuunication  from  the  Cliicf-of- Police 
covciiiif;-  estimates  of  the  expense  of  organizing 
and  maintaining  such  a  force.  The  committee 
are  i)rei)ai"e(l  to  rec(nnmend  the  organization  of  a 
mounted  force  consisting  of  two  men  in  each  of 
the  fourteen  police  districts,  and  the  necessary 
orders  to  (-arry  out  the  recommendation  will  be 
presented  as  soon  as  the  appropriations  for  the 
next  financial  year  are  made. 

Tile  Cliicf-of-l'olice  in  his  communication  says 
"Tlie  average  distance  of  beats  on  the  several 
police  divisions  in  tlie  city  over  which  patrol  offi- 
cers Willie  on  duty  are  required  to  pass  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Divisions  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  f  and  8,  average  distance 
about  one  mile. 

Divisions  Nos.  5  and  6,  average  distance  about 
two  miles. 

Divisions  Nos.  9  and  10,  average  distance  about 
three  mUes. 

Division  No.  7,  average  distance  about  four 
miles. 

Division  No.  15,  average  distance  about  six 
miles. 

Division  No.  14,  average  distance  about  nine 
miles. 

Division  No.  11,  average  distance  about  ten 
miles. 

Division  No.  13,  average  distance  aliout  twelve 
miles. 

The  patrolman  is  required  to  "continually  patrol 
every  part  of  his  beat  as  often  as  once  each  hour, 
if  practicable."  It  is  (piite  apparent  that  all  the 
beats  on  Nos.  7, 11, 13, 14  and  15  cannot  be  visited 
"in  every  part"  every  hour,  as  leLjuired,  by  the 
officers  patrolling  them;  and  on  some  beats  if  he 
does  so  once  in  seven  hours  he  will  have  done  a 
good  duty.  Neither  can  the  sergeant,  even  if 
mounted,  perform  but  a  small  part  of  the  duty 
assigned  him  on  Divisions  Nos.  11,  13  and  14;  nor 
is  it  perhaps  necessary  that  he  should  <lo  so  on 
some  of  the  sparsely  settled  territory ;  yet  it  would 
seem  that  belter  police  protection  should  be 
afforded  to  the  inhabitants  residing  on  such 
territory  than  can  now  possibly  be  given  by  • 
officers  on  foot,  and  in  the  more  compact  part  of 
the  city,  if  an  officer  having  charge  of  a  division 
can  visit  every  part  of  his  district  and  meet  his 
men  four  times  while  mountetl,  when  he  coulil  but 
twice,  if  on  foot,  tliat  fact  would  seem  worthy  of 
consideration.  To  learn,  as  far  as  practicable,  at 
what  particular  time  during  the  twenty-four  hours 
of  the  day  the  largest  amount  of  crime  is  commit- 
ted, and  also  at  what  time  fires  most  commonly 
occur,  the  recoi'ds  for  the  year  1873  have  been  ex- 
amined with  the  following  result : 

Whole  numb;'r  of  arrests  dui'iug  the  year 27,845 

Arrests  niacly  between  8  A.  M.  and  6  f.  M.,  ten 

hours,  about  liO-UO  of  all. 
Arrests  made  between  B  P.  M.  and  1  A.  M.,  seven 

hours,  about  (i:i-14U  of  all. 
Arrests  made  l)-tvveen  1  P.  M.  and  8  A.  M.,  seven 

hours,  about  17-140  of  all. 

Wliole  number  of  fires  during  the  year 620 

Fires  between  8  A.  JM.  and  6  P.  M.,  about  53-140  of 

all. 
Fires  between  6  P.  M.  and  1  A.  M.,  about  65-140  of 

all. 
Fires  between  1  A.  M.  and  8  A.  M.,  about  22-140  of 

all. 

Thus  showing  that  nine-twentieths  of  all  arrests 
made  during  the  year  were  between  the  hours  of 
6  P.  M.  and  1  A.  M.,  and  nearly  one-half  of  all  the 
fires  occurred  during  the  same  time.  In  offences 
committed  against  persons  alone,  there  is  an  in- 
crease over  the  estimate  for  the  evening  period  of 
about  fourteen  per  cent.,  and  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  nearly  all  the  aggravated  crimes  com- 
mitiod  in  the  outer  portions  of  our  city  have  been 
peri)etrated  between  6  P.M.  and  I'A.  M.  The 
Chief-of-Folice,  in  the  report,  gives  considerable 
attention  to  the  selection,  care  and  keeping  of 
horses  for  the  department,  the  cost  of  which  with 
all  necessary  equipments  is  estimated  to  be  about 
$350,  and  an  estimated  cost  per  annum  of  keeping 
each  horse,  with  the  repair  of  equipments,  inter- 
est, etc.,  is  estimated  at  .■j475.  The  yearly  expense  of 
a  mounted  man  and  horse  will  not  exceed  $1600. 
In  European  cities  where  the  experiment  has  been 
tried  it  has  never  been  abandoned,  and  a  mounted 
force  is  considered  as  essential  as  an  ordinary 
patrol. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

TERMINUS  OF  EASTERN     RAILROAD     IN  EAST  BOS- 
TON. 

Alderman  Brooks  submitted  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session. 


for  the  i)assage  of  an  act  changing  the  location  of 
the  Eastern  Railroad  in  East  Boston,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  cros.-ing  at  grade  of  Marion  street,  Pres- 
cott  street,  Porter  street,  Maverick  street,  Sumner 
street,  and  Webster  street,  by  the  tracks  of  said 
corporation. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  desire  to  know  what  is 
contemplated  by  that  order. 

Alderman  lirooks — It  is  in  contemplation  to 
change  the  railroad  track  from  its  present  location 
to  a  line  inside  the  S"a  wall  which  it  is  proposed  to 
have  built.  That  will  carry  the  railroad  outside  of 
all  those  streets  which  at  the  present  time  cross 
the  track. 

Alilerman  Stebbins — At  whose  expense  is  this 
change  to  take  place?  If  it  is  to  be  done  at  the 
city's  expen-e  1  shall  vote  against  the  order.  If 
it  is  in  contemplation  for  tlie  Eastern  Railroad  to 
submit  quietly  and  l»ear  all  the  expense,  I  shall 
vote  for  it. 

The  Chair— The  order  does  not  designate  who 
shall  bear  the  expense. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

SPECI.\L  SESSION. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  no  desire  to  inter- 
pose ol)jections  to  an  order  whicli  may  seem  im- 
l)ortant  to  several  members  of  the  Board.  I 
therefore  move  that  when  this  Board  adjourn  it 
be  to  Tliarsday  next  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  when 
the  order  can  be  acted  upon  and  go  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  that  night.  Tiiere  are  other  impor- 
tant reports  which  can  be  acted  upon  at  the  same 
time. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

SALARIES  OF  CITY    OFFICERS. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Salaries- -Report  and  o-rders  (printed  City 
Doc.  No.  26)  estatdishing  the  salaries  of  city  offi- 
cers for  the  year  beginning  on  1st  of  April  next. 
The  increase  recommended  in  the  salaries  and 
allowances  for  clerk  hire,  as  at  present  established, 
are  as  follows: 

Clerk  hire  in  Treasurer's  office,  including  fur- 
nishing transportation  for  the  Paymaster,  $5200. 

Clerk  hire  in  office  of  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
$1500. 

Clerk  hire  in  office  of  City  Clerk,  .<S2840. 

Assistance  in  office  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  $50. 

First  and  second  assistants  in  Ci.y  Solicitor's 
office,  $500  each. 

Additional  assistant  in  the  Messenger's  office, 
$400." 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
$200. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
$200. 

Master  of  House  of  Correction,  $500. 

Chairman  of  Board  of  Assessors,  $,500. 

The  total  amount  of  increase  recommended  is, 
®n  salaries,  $2850;  on  clerk  hire,  $9540. 

In  view  of  the  changes  whicli  may  soon  be  made 
in  the  organization  of  the  C'cy  Government,  the 
committee  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  refrain 
from  making  any  additions  to  the  salaries  as  at 
present  established,  except  in  those  cases  where  it 
was  clearly  necessary  on  account  of  the  increased 
business  of  the  departments,  growing  out  of  the 
additions  to  the  territory  and  population  of  the 
city.  Tlie  committee  have  not  sufficient  informa- 
tion at  this  time  in  regard  to  the  duties  perform- 
ed by  the  draw  tenders  on  the  Chailestown  and 
Brighton  bridges,  to  enable  them  to  fix  the  amount 
of  compensation  which  should  be  allowed;  and 
orders  covering  the  salaries  of  those  officers  wiU 
be  presented  hereafter. 

The  report  and  orders  were  laid  over. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE  IN  THE  WATER  BOARDS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  a  union  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water 
boards  under  one  board  of  management,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor,  and  to  be  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices, was  taken  from  the  table.  Tlie  question  was 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Broolvs^ — I  would  like  to  know  fram 
the  geiitleman  what  this  order  contemplates. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  for  the  Committee  on 
Water  to  consider  the  expediency  of  uniting  the 
Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards  in  one. 
Whatever  the  committee  may  conclude  upon  will 
be  reported  back  to  the  City 'Council.  It  is  very 
rarely  that  objection  is  made  to  orders  of  inqmry. 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE  PARK  QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  Alderman 
Power's  motion  to  reconsider  the  rejection  of  the 
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report  and  order  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
Mayor's  Address,  including  a  reference  of  so  much 
as  relates  to  iiublic  parlis  to  a  special  commission, 
to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  three  Councilmen, 
three  citizens  at  large,  and  the  Mayor, — said  com- 
mission on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  to  be  elect- 
ed by  concurrent  ballot,  and  those  at  large  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Mayor,— was  taken  from  the 
table. 
The  question  was  on  reconsideration. 
Alderman  Emery — If  I  understand  this  question 
correctly,  a  motion  was  made  by  the  gentleman  on 
my  right — the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 — to  recon- 
sider the  motion  rejecting  a  motion  to  concur  with 
the  Common  Council  in  the  passage  of  the  order 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  one  or 
more  ijublic  parks  and  report  to  the  City  Council 
thereon.  The  motion  of  the  Alderman  from  "tVard 
12,  to  reconsider  that  vole,  was  laid  upon  the  table 
on  my  motion,  and  the  question  now  is  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  rejecting  the  motion  to  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council.  I  hope  the  motion 
to  reconsider  will  prevail.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  throw  aside  this  matter  entirely,  when  we 
ask  for  so  little.  All  we  ask  is  a  commission  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  park, 
and  for  them  to  report  to  tliis  Council.  We  are 
committed  to  nothing  by  passing  this  order. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  tlie  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  not  prevail,  for  the  reasons  that  were 
given  at  the  time — that  the  proper  committee  to 
consider  this  subject  is  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares.  There  is  no  msne  necessity — 
not  half  the  necessity— for  having  a  special  com- 
mittee to  examine  tliis  question  than  there  is  the 
subject  of  water.  If  this  subject  goes  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  give 
prompt  consideration,  and  we  shall  have  a  report 
much  more  speedily  than  if  we  appoint  a  commis- 
sion outside  of  tiiis  Government.  For  that  reason 
I  hope  the  reconsideiation  v/dl  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Wortliington — The  very  reason  that 
the  gentleman  mentions  is  an  argument  why 
we  should  refer  it  to  a  special  committee,  and 
therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  this  reconsideration.. 
If  the  gentleman  will  look  back  at  the  history  of 
the  water  question  he  will  tind  that  it  has  several 
times  been  referred  to  special  committees.  In 
1827  it  was  referred  to  R.  H.  Eddy ;  in  1835  the  sub- 
ject was  talked  about  again,  and  then  Daniel 
Treadwell,  Loammi  Baldwin,  E.  C.  Lowell,  James 
F.  Baldwin  and  Nathan  Hale  were  selected  as  a 
special  committee,  and  they  reported  in  1838  to  the 
City  Government  on  the  subject  of  water.  Again 
in  every  ward  they  had  their  unions,  who  came  to 
the  City  Government  and  demanded  water,  and 
again  it  was  referred  to  Nathan  Hale,  James  P. 
Baldwin  and  Thomas  B.  Curtis.  They  went  for- 
ward, made  arrangements,  did  all  the  work  and  in- 
troduced the  water  into  the  city,  and  the  CJity 
Council  aided  those  commissioners  by  raising  the 
money.  Again,  when  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir was  built,  you  will  find  that  even  the 
subject  of  buying  the  land  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mission outside  of  the  City  Government— to  Otis 
Norcross  and  four  others.  I  forget  their  names 
now,  but  it  is  very  easy  to  find  them  in  the  report. 
They  were  appointed  commissioners  to  purchase 
the  land  if  they  thought  desirable,  and  report  to 
the  City  (lovernment.  They  did  so,  and  reported 
to  the  city.  I  believe  there  is  no  single  case  in  re- 
gard to  water  works  that  we  have  not  had  com- 
missioneis  appointed,  just  as  we  ask  now,  and  as 
the  Mayor  has  proposed.  They  have  invariably 
reported  upon  the  expediency  of  the  project,  just 
as  we  ask  to  have  this  commission  report.  In  1845 
connnissioners  were  appointed  to  go  forward  and 
build  the  water  works.  I  think  that  every  exam- 
ple we  have  had  in  our  experience  in  obtaining 
water  is  a  reason  for  a  commission  to  examine  the 
subject  of  parks  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  goes  back  to 
the  time  when  we  had  no  water  woi^s,  no  water 
board,  no  committee  on  water  to  refer  the  matter 
to.  It  was  a  new  thing  entirely.  Now,  we  have 
a  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  supposed 
to  be  more  familiar  with  this  subject  than  any 
commission  which  can  be  selected  outside  of  the 
City  Government.  The  Mayor  has  not  recom- 
mended any  outside  commission  to  look  after  this 
matter;  he  merely  calls  our  attention  to  it.  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Common  will  give  the 
prompt  attention  to  the  subject  that  it  demands, 
and  it  will  receive  such  action  that  will  be  fully 
satisfactory  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor 
of  parks.  There  is  no  one  on  that  committee  who 
is  in  favor  of  blocking  the  matter.    They  will  look 


over  the  ground  carefully,  and  report  to  this 
Board.  I  do  not  know  hovv'  the  majority  will  re- 
port, but  I  know  that  no  one  on  that  committee 
who  IS  opposed  to  parks  has  any  desire  to  thwart 
the  desires  of  tliose  who  wish  to  have  parks. 

Alderman  Worthington — Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  say  there  was  no  water  committee 
in  1844,  or  water  board  in  1854?  I  think  if  he 
will  cast  his  memory  back  he  will  find  that  the 
Committee  on  Water  considered  the  subject.  Cer- 
tainly there  was  sucli  a  committee  in  1845  and  in 
1854.  I  think  we  should  have  some  advice  and  con- 
suUatiou  with  gentleman  outside  of  this  Board.  I 
certainly  have  no  objection  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  But  we  all  know  that  there 
is  a  continual  charge  tTiat  there  are  rings  inside 
of  the  City  Government.  People  have  said  "Al- 
derman, have  you  got  any  land  that  you  are  going 
to  put  into  a  park?"  I  do  not  know 'how  it  is  go- 
ing to  affect  gentlemen  who  have  been  here  two 
or  three  years,  but  1  know  how  it  is  witli  a  man 
who  lias  been  here  only  two  or  three  weeks.  I  wish 
to  have  a  committee  which  will  stand  above 
any  charge  of  rings.  I  want  the  public  to  have 
the  same  confidence  in  the  report  that  we  shall 
have.  We  should  have  confidence  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Comnaon  and  Squares,  but  the 
public  are  continually  insinuating  about  rings  in 
the  City  Government.  Let  us  avoid  that.  1  tliink 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  should  be 
a  part  of  this  committee.  But  1  am  in  favor  of 
going  further,  ami  having  th-.ee  men,  wliom  the 
Mayor  sliall  select.  I  think  lie  will  seltct  three 
strong  men,  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  sul)ject,  and  in  w  honi  tlie  public  will  have  en- 
tire confidence.  If  we  get  a  report  from  such  a 
commission,  both  the  public  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment wJll  have  confidence  in  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  cannot  draw  any  other  in- 
ference from  the  gentleman's  remarks  than  that 
the  public  have  not  confidence  in  this  Board  of 
Aldermen.  They  think  we  are  a  trading  set,  who 
cannot  do  anything  without  some  privaie  interest 
being  accomplished.  I  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  confidence  in  this  Board,  and  I  do  not  see  that 
■  three  men  from  outside  can  purify  them,  or  make 
them  any  more  than  tliey  are ;  they  wiU  not  better 
matters  much.  Tlie  gentleman  reminds  me  of 
water.  I  said  that,  at  the  time  he  alluded  to,  we 
had  no  water  works ;  it  Avas  a  new  thing.  I  do  not 
sujipose  that  there  were  any  members  of  the 
Government  who  professed  to  be  very  great  au- 
thority or  exjiert  in  such  matters,  and' they  had  to 
look  about  for  the  very  best  talent  to  carry  out  the 
views  of  tlie  people  who  desired  waier.  It 
became  necessary  to  go  outside  and  get  cele- 
brated engineers  and  scientific  nien'^  to  look 
into  the  subject.  But  I  do  not  see  that  our  case 
here  is  similar  to  that.  If  any  engineering  talent 
is  wanted  the  city  of  Boston  has  it.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares  can  avail  themselves 
of  their  services  witliout  getting  outride  talent. 
I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  getting  three  outside 
men,  unless  they  are  men  noted  for  tlieir  ability  in 
laying  out  parks.  I  suppose  that  our  engineers  are 
competent  to  do  that  sort  of  work,  and  I  do  not 
see  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  outside  and  get  any 
of  that  talent.  I  think  that  by  referring  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares, 
they  will  get  a  report  to  this  Government  much 
quicker  than  if  we  have  an  outside  commission. 

Alderman  Emery — I  dislike  exceedingly  to  disa- 

f;ree  with  my  friend  on  my  right,  the  Alderman 
rom  Ward  12,  for  I  always  have  to  go  over  the 
subject  again,  reexamine  and  see  what  the  matter 
is.  Another  reason  is  that  he  is  so  persistent,  and 
furthermore  lie  believes  in  foraging  on  the  enemy, 
and  wherever  he  can  find  a  sore  spot  he  goes  for 
it.  Therefore,  I  hate  to  go  against  him  in  a  mat- 
ter of  importance.  But  in  this  matter  we  have 
the  power  of  rejecting  anything  that  the  commit- 
tee may  report  upon.  In  regard  to  his  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  I  can  add  that  this  Board  have 
undoubted  confidence  in  that  committee, 
who  were  appointed  for  the  ordinary  routine 
business  of  that  committee  without  reference  to 
the  question  of  public  parks.  There  is  another 
and  better  reason  than  that  why  we  should  refer 
this  subject  to  that  committee.  That  reference 
has  been  rejected  by  this  Board  already,  and  the 
only  question  now  is  whether  we  shall  appoint  a 
special  commission  in  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  let  them  report  at  some  future 
time  the  result  of  their  investigations.  I  think 
these  are  good  reasons  why  this  Board  should  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council. 
Alderman    Clark — I   just  begin    to   get  a  little 
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light  on  this  subject  and  see  how  it  stands.  This 
subject  was  considered  by  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Mayor's  Address,  and  majority  and 
minority  reports'  were  presented.  '1  he  majority 
voted  to  have  the  subject  of  a  pai'lc  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  and  tlie  mi- 
nority favored  the  raising  of  a  special  comnussion. 
The  reports  went  to  the  Council,  where  the  minor- 
ity report  was  adopted.  It  then  came  here,  and 
we  non-concurred  with  the  Common  Council.  In 
order  to  clinch  the  matter  in  this  Board  and  pre- 
vent it  from  goinfi'  to  the  special  commission,  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsideration, 
■which  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  is 
where  we  stand  today.    Am  I  correct  ? 

Alderman  Emery — A  motion  was  first  made  by 
the  AUlerman  from  Ward  12  to  substitute  the 
majority  report— referring  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common — for  the  order  as  it  came  from 
the  Council,  and  that  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
6  to  6.  The  question  then  came  upon  adopting  the 
minority  report  in  concurrence,  and  that  failed  by 
a  vote  of  6  to  6.  Then  my  friend  from  Ward  12 
rose  to  clinch  that  vote,  ard  kill  the  whole  matter 
here,  moved  to  reconsider,  honing  it  would 
not  prevail,  and  on  my  motion  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  (lark— That  is  as  I  understand  it.  I 
voted  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  and  shall  now  vote  to  refer 
it  to  a  special  commission,  and  as  it  is  generally 
understood  that  1  am  in  favor  of  a  park,  it  may  be 
expedient  for  me  to  give  my  reasons  for  voting  as 
I  shall.  When  I  sigi.ed  the  majority  report  1  did 
so  becaitse  I  had  confidence  in  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  1  do  not  know  any  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  who  has  land  to  seU  for  a 
park.  1  bi'lieve  that  they  would  have  considered 
the  subject  fairly  and  reported  in  due  time.  I  be- 
lieve that  all  the  order  contemplates  is  to  take 
into  consideration  the  feasibility  of  establi.^hing  a 
public  park,  and  1  believe  that  committee  are  com- 
petent to  consider  that  matter,  and  would  make  a 
report  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  people.  We 
have  made  an  attempt  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  S(iuare-^,and  failed,  and  we  could 
not  do  so  in  the  Council.  Therefore  I  shall  voce 
to  concur  witli  the  Council  and  vote  to  have  the 
subject  referred  to  a  special  committee.  I  believe 
the  time  has  come  when  we  should  take  immedi- 
ate steps  for  laying  out  and  building  a  public  park, 
and  for  one  I  do  not  wish  to  prevent  carrying  out 
the  will  of  the  people.  My  opinion  is  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  public  demand  that  this  (Govern- 
ment take  immediate  action,  looking  to  the  laying 
out  of  a  park,  and  I  think  that  the  only  way  to  do 
so  now  is  to  give  the  subject  to  a  special  commit- 
tee. 

Alderman  Power  —  The  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  states  that  the  matter  of  referring  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  cannot  be 
carried  in  the  Council.  The  minority  repoit  was 
signed  by  three  members  of  the  Council,  and  when 
the  subject  came  up  in  tlu  other  branch  the 
fourth  member  did  not  make  any  explanation  of 
the  subject  at  all.  I  have  been  assured  by  many 
members  of  the  Council  that  if  an  explanation 
had  been  made,  the  minority  report  would  not 
have  gone  through  the  Council,  but  that  the 
majority  report  would  have  been  adopted.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  gentleman  acquiesces  in 
the  insinuation  that  this  Government  are  not  to  be 
trusted  to  do  anything,  but  they  must  go  outside, 
when  any  large  matter  is  tobe  considered,  for  peo- 
ple to  consider  such  new  and  important  subjects. 
This  seems  tobe  a  reflection  on  this  Government — 
that  they  cannot  be  trusted  to  attend  to  such  mat- 
ters, but  must  go  outside  of  this  Government  and 
fet  gentlemen  of  standing,  who  shall  act  as  guar- 
ians  of  this  Government.  I,  for  one,  do  not 
acknowledge  any  truth  in  the  assertion  that  this 
Government  cannot  be  trusted  to  secure  an 
honest  administration  of  the  affairs  put  into 
their  hands.  This  constantly  going  outside  is  like 
arettection.  No  one  supposes  that  they  are  to  be 
selected  for  any  peculiar  or  particular  merit,  or 
that  the  city  will  gain  anything  by  their  being 
chosen.  Nobody  pretends  to  anything  of  that 
kind.  I  am  oi>po-ed  to  it  particularly  for  that 
reason.  I  think  this  Government  can  do  the  sub- 
ject full  justice,  and  whether  the  different  mem- 
bers may  be  opposed  to  a  park  or  not,  no  one  is 
trying  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  those  who  desire  to 

five  tlie  Mayor's  address  respectful  attention  and 
ring  the    subject   before   this    Government   as 
speedily  as  possible. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  wish  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  would  be  fair  in  his  statement  of 


what  is  advocated  before  this  Board.  I  said  noth 
ing  about  a  lack  of  confidence  in  thi^  Government. 
I  said  the  public  would  have  greater  confidence 
in  the  report  of  a  special  commission,  with  three 
members  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  than  they  would 
have  in  that  of  a  committee  of  this  Government. 
I  am  willing  to  stand  upon  that.  Here  is  a  great 
movement,  and  of  all  men  in  this  Board  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Ward  12  >h()uld  be  in  favor  of  it,  be- 
cause it  will  do  more  good  to  his  people  than  any 
other  class,  and  I  am  surprised  that  he  should 
say  one  word  against  it.  The  gentleman  has 
spoken  about  having  no  engineers  for  the 
construction  of  water  works.  Why,  what  did 
last  year's  Board  do?  We  have  able  engineers, 
but  last  year  the  board  referred  the  subject 
to  an  entirely  new  Board  of  Engineers,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  voted  for  it;— he  always 
votes  for  such  good  measures.  1  have  entire  con- 
fidence in  his  good  sense,  and  1  have  no  doubt  that 
last  year  he  voted  for  independent  engineers,  that 
they  might  make  unprejudiced  reports.  All  we 
ask  now  is  to  allow  the  selection  of  such  outside 
parties  as  the  Mayor  deems  expedient,  that  we  may 
get  an  unprejudiced  report— one  that  the  public 
wiU  have  greater  confidence  in  than  they  would  if 
it  came  from  the  Committee  on  (Common  and 
Squares.  I  wish  to  repeat  again  that  I  have  en- 
tire confidence  in  that  committee,  so  that  he  may 
not  misconstrue  my  language.  I  want  this  ques- 
tion to  be  thoroughly  ventilated,  so  that  every  cit- 
izen of  Boston  will  have  as  much  confidence  in  it 
as  in  any  rejiort  ever  made  to  this  Government. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  a  credit  to  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  that  he  is  able  to  stand  up 
here,  independent  of  any  class,  and  opjjose  this 
measure,  notwithstanding  it  may  bring  labor  to 
those  whom  the  Alderman  styles  his  people.  It  is 
a  low  argument  by  which  the  gentleman  appeals 
to  him.  I  do  not  like  that  style  of  argument,  and 
I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  thank  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  for  staniling  up  here  and  opposing  a  re- 
consideration. 1  do  not  believe  in  this  project. 
Our  annual  tax  budget  will  soon  be  laid  before  the 
public.  There  will  be  half  a  million  additional  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Water  Department,  a 
great  poroion  of  which  will  be  for  the 
outlying  wards  13,  14,  15  and  16.  There  wUl 
be  about  $800,000  additional  for  the  department  of 
public  buildings,  principally  for  engine  houses  and 
schools.  There  will  be  a  very  large  increase  in 
other  departments.  Let  us  wait  a  few  days  and 
see  how  the  people  will  like  to  have  the  rate  of 
taxation  eighteen  dollars  on  a  thousand.  It  has 
been  remarked  this  afternoon  that  this  i':  the  will 
of  the  people.  Let  us  see  how  that  is.  Not  a  sin- 
gle petition  for  it  has  been  laid  before  this  Board. 
Where  does  the  pressure  come  from  ?  It  is  from 
the  parties  who  have  land  to  sell  to  the  city.  Well 
may  the  constituents  of  the  Alderman  f  iom  the 
Highlands  ask  if  there  is  not  a  land  ring  in  this 
project.  I  believe  the  pressure  for  tins  whole 
thing  is  from  parties  who  have  land  to  sell  to  the 
city.  I  think  it  ill  becomes  any  one  to  say  it  is  the 
will  of  the  people.  If  the  ]ie6ple  wish  a  park,  let 
them  come  here  with  their  petitions  and  ask  for  it. 

Alderman  Tower— I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands  meant  to  reflect  upon  me  at 
all  when  lie  s))oke  of  my  people.  My  i)eople  are 
pretty  powerful  in  this  Vity;  they  are  the  taxpay- 
ers, regardless  of  where  they  come  from  and  with- 
out regard  to  creed,  color  or  nationality,  and  I 
never  supposed  that  I  had  done  anything  that 
would  lead  anybody  to  think  that  I  would  legislate 
more  in  favor  of  one  class  than  another.  1  sup- 
posed that  1  was  as  free  from  creed  or  class  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  Board.  I  came  here  to  do  my 
duty  to  the  taxpayers,  and  not  to  act  for  any  creed, 
color  or  nationality.  The  gentleman  simply  mis- 
construes my  motives.  I  am  not  opposed  to  any- 
thing which  will  get  at  a  fair  expression  of  the 
feelings  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  on  this  subject. 
Our  honored  Mayor  is  no  doubt  in  favor  of  parks, 
but  I  am  in  favor  of  as  speedy  action  on  the  sub- 
ject as  lie  is.  I  did  not  mean  to  misrepresent  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands,  but  he  speaks  of 
rings  being  continually  hinted  at.  I  infer  that 
he  thinks  a  report  would  be  more  high-toned  and 
inspire  greater  confidence  in  the  putSlic  mind  if 
outside  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  sui)erintend 
it,  and  act  as  the  guardians  of  this  Government  in 
this  matter.  I  do  not  wish  to  do  anything  against 
the  full  and  speedy  consideration  of  this  subject, 
but  I  do  desire  to  have  it  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  who  wUl  act  more  speedily 
than  any  special  committee  from  outside. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman   Cutter— The     Alderman     from     the 
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Highlands  well  says  this  is  a  movement  of  great 
magnitude.  It  is  one  of  the  most  expensive 
projects  that  has  ever  come  into  this  Government. 
I  am  surprised  to  see  tliat  in  little  over  a  year 
since  the  great  fire  of  the  ninth  of  November,  and 
less  than  a  year  since  the  fire  of  May,  by  which 
this  city  lost  over  a  hundred  millions  of  property, 
— before  we  have  got  over  that  loss, — they  have 
come  here  and  tried  to  make  us  believe  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  cast  our  votes  in  favor  of  a  public 
parlt.  It  cannot  V)e  that  tlie  taxpayers,  the  people, 
have  asked  for  tliis,  for  when  you  see  the  press 
take  hold  of  a  thing  you  may  be  certain  that  a 
majority  of  the  people  are  not  in  favor  of  it,  but 
the  press  desire  to  make  the  people  take  hold  of 
it.  They  know  it  is  a  weak  subject,  and  they 
herald  it  before  the  people  so  as  to  get  pub- 
lic sentiment  vviought  up  on  the  subject, 
that  some  one  can  sell  a  piece  of  land  for 
a  park — and  tliat  somebody  can  take  in  part- 
ners with  him  who  will  be  able  to  bring 
up  public  sentiment,  that  this  body  may 
dare  to  vote  for  public  parks.  Now,  sir,  if  you 
will  look  at  our  avenues  you  will  see  that  you  can- 
not trot  a  horse  on  the  pavements  without  danger. 
Look  at  Washington  street,  with  paving  that  you 
cannot  trot  a  liglit  carriage  over.  That  paving 
should  be  removed  and  block  granite  substituted. 
Look  at  Columbus  avenue,  which  ends  nowhere. 
It  should  run  into  the  country.  All  our  avenues 
should  lead  out  into  the  country  and  be  well 
paved,  so  that  we  can  take  our  private  horses  and 
carriages  and  drive  over  any  of  tliem  into  the 
country.  Look  at  the  streets  of  Charlestown,  look 
at  the  North  End ;  the  pavements  there  should  all 
be  removed  before  this  board  should  think  of 
talking  about  a  public  park.  We  shall  come  in 
this  year  and  ask  for  tliirteen  hundred  thousand 
dollars :  we  ought  to  have  two  millions,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  tax  the  people  too  heavily.  This  park 
means  an  addition  to  the  debt  of  twenty  million 
dollars.  Well  has  the  gentleman  said  that  this  is 
a  case  of  magnitude.  I  tell  you  it  is  so,  and  the  tax- 

f)ayers  of  Boston  nave  not  yet  got  over  last  year's 
oss  so  that  they  should  even  think  or  speak  of 
parks  at  present.  I  beg  of  this  Board  to  stop  and 
think  before  it  votes  to  roll  u])  the  city  debt 
twenty  million^  more.  The  gentleman  says  this  does 
not  commit  us.  In  my  experience  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, when  we  start  out  we  always  get  com- 
mitted before  we  get  through.  I  judge  of  the  fut- 
ure by  the  past,  and  I  do  not  wisli  to  commit  the 
city  to  this  scheme.  I  would  rather  sell  the  land 
that  we  have,  the  Farm  School,  the  Beacon-Kill 
Keservoir,— which  bring  no  income,  and  which  it 
is  our  duty  to  sell  in  order  to  lessen  the  debt  of 
the  city,— rather  than  go  on  and  advocate  a  park 
to  increase  the  debt  of  the  city. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  vote  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  has  stated  that  the  people  have  never  come  here 
and  asked  for  a  park.  That  is  true,  but  it  is  a 
matter  which  is  largely  dwelt  upon  in  the  Mayor's 
address,  and  in  deference  to  the  Mayor  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  special  commission,  rather  than  to 
the  Committee  an  Common  and  Squares.  I,  for 
one,  shall  vote  to  reconsider,  and  shall  then  vote 
for  a  special  commission.  But  I  wish  it  under- 
stood that  I  do  not  commit  myself  either  for  or 
against  a  park.  The  gentleman  cannot  frighten 
me  by  speaking  of  twenty  millions  expense.  This 
matter  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  public 
for  many  years.  [The  Alderman  read  an  extract 
from  the  Mayor's  inaugural  on  the  subject  of  a 
park]. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  like  to  have  some  of 
these  gentlemen  explain  why  they  want  three 
persons  outside  of  this  City  Government?  What 
reasons  are  there  for  wanting  them  ?  I  am  not 
tenacious  about  this  matter  going  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares.  I  have  said  repeat- 
edly here  that  I  am  opposed  to  a  public  park,  even 
if  it  does  not  cost  two  million  dollars.  I  am  op- 
posed to  it  at  the  present  time  because  I  do  not 
think  it  is  proper  with  the  burdens  that  we  have 
upon  us ;  with  the  money  necessary  for  improve- 
ments that  should  be  done  in  this  city  in  the  way 
of  paving  and  laying  out  and  widening  streets,  I 
do  not  think  we  should  meddle  with  this  park 
question  at  present.  I  think  the  time  is  coming 
when  Boston  must  have  a  public  park,  but  I  do 
not  think  this  is  the  time  for  it.  As  nobody  has 
specified  what  they  expect  these  three  gentlemen 
to  do— why  gentlemen  outside  the  City  Govern- 
ment, possessing  particular  qualifications  for 
laying     out     parks     should      be     selected  —  I 


should  like  to  have  some  one  explain  why  they 
should  be  appointed.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  intimated  that  he  wanted  them  as 
guardians  who  could  say  they  have  looked  after 
the  members  of  the  City  Government,  that  there 
has  not  been  any  ring  and  the  thing  has  been 
fairly  done.  That  is  all  the  reason  I  have  heard 
given,  and  that  is  no  reason  at  all.  I  think  the 
public  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  have  confidence 
m  this  Government,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  Mayor 
thinks  it  is  necessary  to  have  anybody  outside  of 
this  Government  to  look  after  this  matter. 

Alderman  Emery — In  regard  to  referring  the 
question  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  that  is  all  done  with.  This  Board  has  al- 
ready acted  upon  and  rejected  that  proposition, 
and  I  hardly  think  we  can  go  back  upon  that.  I 
think  every  member  of  this  Board  has  perfect 
confidence  in  that  committee.  As  to  wliat  this 
commission  will  do — tliat  is  just  what  we  want  to 
know,  and  that  is  just  what'th-ry  will  report  upon. 
The  only  way  we  can  get  the  necessary  informa- 
tion will  be  from  their  report. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  think  it  is  very  well  under- 
stood why  it  is  desired  to  have  the  commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor.  He  is  in  favor  of  a  park, 
and  of  course  would  appoint  three  men  in  favor  of 
a  park.  I  would  state,  also,  that,  although  there 
is  no  petition  before  this  Board  for  a  park,  tliere  is 
a  remonstrance  signed  by  many  heavy  taxpay- 
ers. I  suppose  gentlemen  understand  that  a  park 
is  an  expensive  luxury  which  can  be  indulged  in 
only  about  four  months  in  the  year. 

Alderman  Worthington — 1  should  like  to  know 
how  the  gentleman  gets  his  information  as  to 
whom  the  Mayor  will  appoint.  1  believe  he  will 
appoint  a  fair  commission.  He  has  a  perfect  right 
to  appoint  any  committee  he  chooser;,  and  1  think 
he  ■will  appoint  an  entii'ely  fair  one.  I  do  not 
think  the  gentleman  has  any  right  to  get  up  here 
and  say  the  Mayor  will  appoint  three  men  in  favor 
of  or  opposed  to  a  park.  I  think  he  will  appoint 
men  who  will  give  an  impartial  report. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  an- 
swer the  query  as  to  what  these  three  outside  gen- 
tlemen are  to  be  appointed  for. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  that  has  been 
answered  so  often  before  that  it  is  not  wortli  while 
to  reply  to  it  again. 

Alderman  Peters— I  did  not  intend  to  dip  my 
oar  into  tliis  turbid  sea  at  all,  but  I  want  to  take 
just  one  or  two  strokes.  I  liave  an  answer  to 
make  to  the  important  question  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  I  shall  vote  to  reronsider  and  to 
concur  with  the  Common  Council.  1  tliink  the 
Committee  on  Common  have  as  much  business  as 
they  can  attend  to  well.  The  Alderman  from 
'  Ward  12  is  himgelf  a  member  of  the  committees 
on  Common,  Bridges,  Paving,  Health  and  Ac- 
counts, chairman  of  the  committees  on  Printing, 
Bathing — there  is  no  use  of  stating  more.  I  have 
stated  enough  now  that  you  can  fee  tliat  he  would 
not  have  time  to  look  into  this  park  question.  For 
that  reason  we  want  men  from  outside  wlio  can 
make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power— According  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  19,  we  certaiily  ought 
not  to  have  any  member  of  this  Board  on  the  com- 
mission. If  what  he  states  is  the  case,  no  member 
of  this  Board  can  give  any  attention  to  it  at  all, 
and  we  had  better  have  an  outside  commission  en- 
tirely. Although  the  gentleman  has  read  over  a 
list  of  committees  to  which  I  have  been  assigned, 
I  hope  he  will  name  some  public  business  coming 
under  my  charge  which  1  have  not  attended  to.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares  will  speedily  and  faithfully  attend  to 
this  duty  if  intrusted  to  them. 

Alderman  Peters — The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
is  so  valuable  a  member  of  the  City  Government 
that  we  want  him  to  live  through  this  year,  and  I 
for  one  do  not  want  to  tax  his  time  so  that  his 
health  will  be  impaired  by  overwork. 

Alderman  Power — I  claim  to  be  no  more  val- 
uable to  the  City  Government  than  any  other 
member  of  this  Board.  This  argument  has  been 
produced  before.  Gentlemen  have  sworn  to  do 
all  the  duties  tliat  will  be  put  upon  them,  and  if 
they  do  so,  there  is  no  necessity  for  these  outside 
commissions.  If  they  do  not  do  their  duty  I  ad- 
vise them  to  have  these  outside  commissions. 

Alderman  Hall— I  understand  that  the  question 
before  this  Board  is  on  reconsideration.  I  would 
inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  whether, 
if  we  refuse  to  reconsider  this  vote,  we  do  not  kUl 
the  question  of  a  public  park  for  this  year. 

Alderman  Power— Decidedly  not.  It  can  be 
brought  up  in  dijffierent  forms,  such  as  referring  It 
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to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares.  Be- 
caui-e  1  am  a  member  of  that  conimittce  is  no  rea- 
^^()n  v\hy  1  want  it  to  go  tlicre.  It  loolied  to  me  as 
if  tliey  had  not  (onlideiHo  in  the  Committee  on 
Common,  or  they  thonuht  tlie  committee  would 
not  attend  to  it  fairly.  Becanse  I  have  acl^nowl- 
edged  myself  opjjosed  to  jiarks,  they  may  think  I 
would  try  to  throw  obstaeles  ia  the  way.  I  deny 
any  such  intention. 

Alderman  Hall — I  desire  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
on  my  (luet'on. 

'Ihe  Cliairman — If  this  vote  is  not  reconsidered, 
the  Clnir  understands  the  subject  of  a  park  to  be 
killed  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Harris — Do  I  understand  that  it 
would  not  be  competent  for  citizens  to  petition  for 
a  iiark. 

'ilie  Chairman — It  is  always  competent  for  a 
single  citizen  or  any  number  of  individuals  to 
petition  tliis  Board  to  take  tucli  action  as  may  be 
for  the  best  interest  of  tlie  community. 

Al  leimnn  Hnll— If  I  understand  this  whole  mat- 
ter, it  is  the  object  of  the  Al  lermau  from  Ward  12 
— it  is  his  intention — to  k  11  the  consideration  of  a 
recommemh'tion  in  the  Mayor's  address. 

Alderman  S.ebbins — I  beg  to  (  oirect  the  gentle- 
man. If  the  reconsideration  fals,  I  have  a  mo- 
tion all  reatly  that  will  over  this  point. 

Alderman  I'ower — I  repeat  that  I  do  not  wish  to 
thwart  the  wishes  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  My 
objection  was  to  farming  out  st  ch  matters.  We 
have  been  elec^eil  to  otiice,  and  have  taken  an 
oath  to  look  af >er  such  matters  as  come  before 
us.  My  sole  objection  is  to  farming  out  matters 
belonging  to  ihe  (  ity  Covernnient. 

Aldennan  Worthingtoa — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
genileman  why  he  voted  to  farm  out  the  matter  of 
■water  to  outside  engineers  last  year. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Emeiy  to  reconsider 
the  vote  refusing  to  concur  with  the  Council  was 
carried— yeas  7,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas — AJdeimen  B.ooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Pre  cott,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays— Alderman  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pow- 
er, Stebbins— 5. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Al  lermau  Brooks  moved  to  lay  the  whole  mat> 
ter  upon  the  table  for  one  week,  but  withdrew  it 
immediately. 

The  motion  was  renewed  by  Alrlerman  Steb- 
bins and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pow- 
er, Siebbius — 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthiagton — 7. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  thit  the  Board  adjourn,, 
and  Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  1  he  motion  was  lost  by  precisely  the  same 
vote  as  the  previous  oae. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  to  Tuesday,  the  24th  inst.,  at 
half-past  four  o'clock  P.  M.  Lost— 5  for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  what  the  salaries 
of  the  proposed  commissioners  would  be.  He 
hoped  i  ome  member  of  the  Board  would  give 
the  information. 

The  Chairman — The  subject  of  salaries  is  not 
under  consideration,  and,  therefore,  is  not  debat" 
able. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  I  want  the  order  to  be 
right,  and  I  wi  h  to  know  to  what  appropriation 
the  expense  is  to  be  charged. 

Aid  >nnau  H  dl— Tiiis  mattor  will  come  before 
the  Committee  on  Salaries  in  due  time,  vifhen  we 
get  it  in  proper  shape. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  subject  be  re- 
fer. Ill  1.0  i,ae  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Aide. man  Socbbin  — I  am  serious  in  my  inquiry 
as  to  what  appropriation  the  expense  of  the  com- 
mission is  to  be  charge  J  to. 

The  Chairman — No  commission  has  been  pro- 
viaea  for  yet. 


Alderman  Stebbins — We    have  not  quite  arrived 

at  it,  but  it  is  going  very  fast  in  that  direction. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  the  previous  question. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  made  a  motion  to  refer  the 
question  to  tlie  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Alderman  I'rcscott — I  rise  to  a  question  of  order, 
that  the  Board  is  now  solving  a  matter  of  doubt, 
and  the  motion  to  refer  is  out  of  order. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  point  was  well 
taken  and  *he  motion  was  out  of  order.  The  ques- 
tion now  was,  shall  tlir'  main  question  be  put? 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  taking  of  the  main  question,  and  it  was 
ordered,  as  follows : 

Veas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  HaU, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington — 7. 

Naj's — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Alderman  Tower  moved  to  adjourn. 

Aldennan  I'reseott  raised  tlie  point  that  the 
previous  (juestion  having  been  ordered,  a  motion 
to  adjourn  is  not  in  order. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  order. 

Alderman  Prescott  raised  the  point  that  no  busi- 
ness is  in  order  until  the  vote  on  the  previous 
question  is  taken. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing. 

Alderman  Stebbins  desired  to  know  some  good 
reasons  for  the  Aldennan  being  excused. 

The  vote  on  excusing  Alderman  Harris  was  yeas 
0,  nays  11. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn, 
and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called.    Lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Aldennan  Harris  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  previous  question  hav- 
ing been  ordered,  no  motion  except  to  adjourn 
could  be  entertained. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  concurrence  with  the 
Council  in  passing  the  order. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  HaU, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Powder, 
Stebbins — 5. 

Before  the  vote  was  declared,  Alderman  Harris 
asked  jierinission  to  change  his  vote,  which  made 
the  result  8  for  and  4  against  the  passage  of  the 
order,  and  the  order  was  declared  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Alderman. Stebbins  moved  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  his  motion  to  lay  the 
reconsideration  on  the  table  was  not  entertained. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  the  previous  question 
did  not  take  precedence. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  Alderman  Cutter's  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  in  order,  and  the  vote  be- 
ing taken  on  it,  it  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered— 7  for,  5  against— and  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  passing  the  order  was  lost 
— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That ,  with  such  as  the  Common 

Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  nominate, 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Government,  suitable  can- 
didates for  the  Park  Commission. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men w:>s  held  at  one  o'tdock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  chaiiTnan,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  IlEFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  ryf  the 
Board.  L.  Schnitzer,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
two  hori-es  at  57  Prentiss  street,  Ward  15. 

John  Denvir,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  three 
horses  on  corner  Market  and  Faneuil  streets. 
Ward  19. 

Dennis  Naughton,  to  move  and  occupy  wooden 
Stalie  for  four  horses  on  Smith  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildinr/s.  J.  L.  Mergaii  e  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ing on  Hopital  whaif;  Charles  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors  Depart- 
ment. T.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox,  that  certain  taxes  as- 
Fessed  on  their  estates  in  Ward  16  may  be  re- 
funded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Mary  Otis  and  sixty  otliers,  remonstrance 
agaii.st  the  removal  of  the  Paddock  elms. 

ANATOMICAL  MUSEUM. 

Tha  following  was  received : 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  1 
Boston.  Feb.  19, 1874. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  City  of  Boston  : 

Genilemen— I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  this  society  held 
yesterday  af  emoon,  the  following  vote  was 
passed:  Voie  1,  Thit  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Al  lermen  are  hereby  respectfully  peti- 
tioned noi.  io  again  1  cense  any  such  exhibition  as 
Dr.  Jourdain's  ?  o-oalled  "Mu^eum  of  Anatomy  and 
Medial  Science,"  whi(  h  was  burned  last  June. 

Thi  1-0  ton  Society  of  Natural  History  would 
respecif  nlly  represent,  that  the  experience  of  this 
and  similar  exhibitions  here  and  in  other  cities 
shows  that  they  tend  to  offend  decency  and  public 
morality,  whil  t  subserving  no  good  purpose  ;  that 
all  proper  exhibitions  of  human  and  comparative 
anatomy  i>  freely  open  to  the  public  in  the  socie- 
ty's museum;  moreover,  that  however  seemingly 
f  lee  f  om  more  gross  indecency  any  so-c.»lled  gal- 
ley of  anatomy  may  be  when  prepared  for  inspec- 
tion 1  y  th^  Committee  on  Licenses  of  the  Board 
of  Al  leimen,  there  is  reaso.i  to  fear  that  it  would 
foon  become  again  su<  h  a  disgrace  to  the  city  as 
the  exhib  tion Tiurnt  1  ist  June  was. 

The  Council  of  th'!  Society  trusts  that  the  a^sUt- 
anci's  made  by  Mayor  Pierce  that  another  similar 
f  xhibition  should  not  be  licensed,  and  that  the 
License  Comm  ttee  of  1873,  upon  personal  inspec- 
tion of  what  was  iobo  opened  to  the  public,  re- 
luse  I  a  hcense  to  the  same  proprietors,  will,  in 
connection  with  the  above  reasoiis,  have  due 
weight  witli  the  piesent  License  Committee  of 
1874  in  rejeciing  the  petition  i  ow  again  presented 
\)y  the  same  paities,  Dr.  Jourdain  &  Co. 
l>y  order  of  tlie  Council. 

Edward  Burcess,  Secretary. 
The  remonstrat.ee  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Licenses. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  establish  a  grade  for  Athens  street,  be- 
tween F  and  Dot(  hesier  streets.    I'asred. 

Order  to  bonow  ^100,000,  (o  be  added  to  the  ap- 
propriatio;;  for  e.xien  ion  of  Devonshire  street. 
Pa^sed— \ea    12,  nays  O. 

Report  "and  order  (City  Doc.  No.  26)  to  establish 
salaries  for  the  several  cily  officers.  Laid  on  the 
table  till  lit  xt  regular  meeting,  on  motion  of  Al- 
deimaii  f- tel  bins. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legilature 
for  auihoiity  to  make  equital  le  charpes  for  the 
•ufe  of  Atlantic  a\  enue  in  case  it  shoull  be  wid- 
ei  led. 

Aldei  man  Stebb'ns — When  this  order  was  under 
Coii^  ii' era  t  on  al  the  last  regular  meeting,  I  sug- 
gested i  hat  posjii  ly  there  might  be  legal  objec- 
>ioi  s  to  1;  yii  g  out  an  avfnue  with  the  view  of 
/c}iaTgu,g  lent  for  the  u  e  of  it.  Since  th"n  I  have 
taken  means  to  ascertain  fiom  the  legal  adviser  of 
the  City  Coun(  il  his  ojjinion  of  the  proposition,, 
and  he  sustains  the  objection  I  raised — that  it  is 


not  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  grant  to  the 
city  of  Boston  authority  to  lay  out  a  street  for 
public  convenience  and  then  to  charge  rer>t  for 
the  same.  We  c?,n  aoply  to  the  Legislature  for 
power  to  take  lands  for  market  and  railroad  pur- 
poses, but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  petition  for  an 
increase  of  the  market  facilities.  To  petition  for 
authority  to  lay  out  a  street  as  a  public  way,  and 
then  to  charge  rent  for  it,  is  clearly  unconstitu- 
tional. Therefore,  1  shall  vote  against  the  order, 
because  1  do  not  wish  to  have  the  Mayor  petition 
for  an  act  which  the  Legislature  will  refuse  to 
grant. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  know  that  I  thor- 
oughly understand  the  order,  but  from  the  gen- 
tleman's remarks  this  is  an  order  that  we  should 
not  pass.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  cannot  vote  to 
widen  streets  for  the  benefit  of  railroad  compa- 
nies ;  they  should  lay  and  take  care  of  their  own 
tracks.  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  pass  an  order 
of  this  kind,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  vote 
against  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  do  not  think  this 
Board  is  disposed  to  pass  the  order  against  the 
ruling  of  the  legal  adviser  of  the  City  Council,  and 
I  hope  the  members  will  vote  against  it. 

The  order  was  unanimously  rejected. 

Alderman  Stebbins  subsequently  presented  rcr 
monstrances  from  the  proprietors  of  Central  wharf 
and  the  Wet  Dock  Corporation,  against  the  pro- 
posed widening  of  Atlantic  avenue.  Placea  on 
file  with  the  other  papers  on  the  subject. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings- 
Report  on  petitions  of  Thomas  W.  Carter,  David 
H.  Blaney  and  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.,  to  erect  wood- 
en buildings,  with  orders  granting  permission  to 
erect  the  same.    The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  same  committee — 

Report  on  petition  of  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
reque.-ted  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  two  additional  Inspectors  of 
Buildings. 

Passed. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  Park  Commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Emery  and  Stebbins  appointed  said  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

miscellaneous  reports  and  orders. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims — Report  on  the  petition  of  Timothy  Gun- 
ning and  others,  to  be  compensated  for  labor  per- 
formed on  a  highway  in  West  Roxbuiy,  in  Decem- 
ber la  t.  The  committee  report  that  the  work  was 
not  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  West 
Roxbury,  nor  by  anybody  having  authority ;  and 
funhermore,  the  public  safety  and  convenience 
did  not  require  that  the  work  should  be  done,  and 
it  was  not  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  of  any 
benefit  to  the  city.  The  committee  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter — 

Whereas,  L.  E.  Pearson,  late  City  Treasurer  of 
Charlestown,  paid,  while  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
said  Treasurer,  for  forty-four  police  badges  the 
sum  of  $110,  redeemed  by  him  under  authority  of 
an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
town,  passed  Dec.  22, 1873,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  theie  be  paid  to  the  aforesaid  L. 
E.  Pearson,  late  City  Treasurer  of  the  city  of 
Chailestown,  the  sum  of  $110,  upon  his  deliveij  to 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  the  said  forly-four 
badges,  which  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  will  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chief-of-Police  ;  said  amount 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  once. 

By  Alierman  Worthington — 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Milk  be  placed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to 
whom  he  shall  submit  his  expenditures  for  ap- 
proval, and  to  whom  he  shall  present  annually  a 
report  of  the  transactions  in  his  office. 

Al  Jerman  Cutter— 1  hope  the  Alderman  will  give 
us  some  reason  for  that  change.  1  believe  that  is 
the  only  department  in  this  hall  which  is  run  both 
economically  and  well.  As  I  understand  it,  the 
expenses  are  less  than  that  of  any  other  depart- 
ment in  the  Government.  If  there  is  to  be  a 
change,  some  reason  for  it  should  be  given. 

Alderman  Peters— 1  think  that  oruer  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  can  only  say  in  re- 
gard to  this  order  that  it  is  desirable  that  the 
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R.  J.  Allman 2 

J.  D.  Driscoll 1 

T.J.  CaUahan 3 

Tfiird  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

D.  J.  Courtney 1 

J.  D.  Driscoll 1 

T.  J.  Callahan 3 

R.  J.  Allman 1 

E.J.Holland 1 

John  Donnelly 5 

Fourth  Ballot, 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

D.  J.  Courtney 1 

R.  J.  Allman 1 

John  Donnelly 6 

T.  J.  Callahan 3 

E.J.  Holland 1 

Fifth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

T.  J.  Callahan 4 

John  Donnelly 4 

E.J.  Holland 4 

Sixth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

John  Donnelly 5 

T.  J.  Callahan 3 

E.  J.  Holland 4 

Seventh  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  Donnelly 5 

E.  J.  Holland 5 

T.  J.  Callahan 2 

Eighth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 8 

John  Donnelly 5 

E.J.Holland 3 

T.  J.  Callahan 4 

Ainth  Ballot 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  Donnelly 5 

T.  J.  Callalian 5 

D.  J.  Courtney 2 

Tenth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

T.  J.  Callahan 7 

John  Donnelly 3 

Daniel  .1.  Courtney .' 1 

R.  J.  Allman 1 

And  T.  J.  Callahan  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

RAILROAD  CROSSINGS   IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  pass  an 
act  changing  the  location  of  the  Eastern  Railroad 
in  East  Boston,  so  as  to  avoid  the  crossing  of  sev- 
eral streets,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "Eastern  Railroad" 
the  words  "and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad." 
As  the  tracks  of  the  two  roads  are  side  by  side,  if 
one  is  removed,  both  should  be. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Cutter— At  wliose  expense  "\re  those 
changes  to  be  made? 

The  Chairman — The  order  suggests  no  appropri- 
ation to  whicli  the  expense  shallbe  charged. 

Alderman  Peters — I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
"the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  apportioned  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners." 

Alderman  Brooks— This  order  emanates  virtual- 
ly from  the  City  Engineer,  and  I  offered  it  after 
consultation  with  him,  leaving  the  matter  of  ex- 
pense to  be  arranged  at  some  future  time.  It  is  a 
question  whether  the  city  should  be  at  any  ex- 
pense in  the  matter,  whether  we  should  go  to  some 
little  expense  to  prevent  the  railroads  from  cross- 
ing at  grade  or  make  some  other  plan.  The  City 
Engineer  thinks  this  is  the  only  feasible  plan  to 
prevent  the  dangers  from  the  crossings  that  now 
exist  there.  The  reason  the  order  did  not  include 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  was  that  it  was 
thought  better  to  deal  with  one  at  a  time,  and  if 
we  succeed  in  that,  to  take  the  other.  I  think 
there  is  no  occasion  for  such  an  amendment  as 
that  offered  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  the  order' 
will  not  have  any  vitality  unless  it  designates  who. 
shall  pay  the  expense.  It  should  state  that  either 
the  city  or  the  railroads  shall  bear  the  expense. 


Board  of  Health  should  keep  the  statistics  of  all 
these  departments.  There  will  be  no  real  change 
in  the  d  'parment,  except  that  the  Inspector's  re- 
port will  go  in  with  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  It  is  dei-irable  that  that  board  should 
have  all  those  figures  and  put  them  into  their  re- 
port as  a  part  of  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  yet  see  the  propriety 
of  putting  this  department  under  the  Board  of 
Health.  I  think  this  Board  can  take  care  of  it 
just  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Health  can.  No  doubt 
the  Board  of  Health  want  something  to  do,  for 
when  there  is  no  epidemic  in  this  city  there  is  vir- 
tually nothing  for  them  to  do.  I  hope  the  order 
will  not  pass. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Assessors'  Department— Report  nominating  and 
recommending  the  election  of  the  following - 
named  persons  for  Second  Assistant  Assessors: 

Ward  1  (2  Districts)— John  Noble,  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney. 

Ward  2  (2  Districts)— James  E.  Toner,  John  Do- 
herty. 

Ward  3  (1  District)— Joseph  Allen. 

AVard  4  (2  Districts)— Martin  Dowling,  W.  S. 
Whitney. 

Ward  5(2  Districts) — Horace  Loring,  Daniel  J. 
Courtney. 

Ward  6  (1  District)— Emerson  Coolidge. 

Ward  7  (2  Districts)— Dudley  Pray,  Jeremiah 
Sullivan. 

Ward  8  (1  District) — Ira  D.  Davenport. 

Ward  9  (2  Districts)— James  Standish,  Francis 
R.  Stoddard. 

Ward  10  (1  District)— F.  S.  Risteen. 

Ward  11  (1  District)- George  W.  Skinner. 

Ward  12  (2  Districts)— Thomas  Leavitt,  George 
R.  Dane. 

Ward  13  (1  District)— Edward  W.  Dolan. 

Ward  14  (2  Districts)— Elbridge  G.  Scott,  William 
H.  Mcintosh. 

Ward  15  (2  Districts)— Henry  A.Drake,  Isaac  F. 
Atwood. 

Ward  16  (3  Districts)— John  Pierce,  George  W. 
Conant,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles. 

Ward  17  (2  Districts) — Henry  W.  Dickerman, 
George  O.  Currier. 

Ward  19  (1  District)— Jacob  F.  Taylor. 

Ward  20  (1  District)— Dennis  G.  Quirk. 

Walk  21  (1  District)— A.  J.  Locke. 

Ward  22  (1  District)— D.  D.  Taylor. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  Alderman  Stebbins 
moved  to  proceed  to  a  ballot.  Carried — 7  for,  4 
against.  AJdermen  Stebbins  and  Hall  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Ward  1— John  Noble,  12;  Daniel  .J.  Sweeney,  12. 

Ward  2— James  E.  Tonor,  12;  John  Doherty,  12. 

Ward  .3— Joseph  Allen,  7;  Charles  H.  Boardman,  5. 

Ward  4— Martin  Dowling,  12;  W.  S.  Whitney,  12. 

Ward  ,5— Horace  Loring,  9;  Daniel  J.  Courtney,  1; 
John  Donnellv,  4;  T.J.  Callahan,  3;  R.  J.  AUman,  3; 
J.  D.  Driscoll,3. 

Ward  6— Emerson  Coolidge,  3;  John  T.  Prince,  8;  R. 
M.  Barnard,  Jr.,  1. 

Ward  7— Dudley  Pray,  11;  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  12; 
John  H.  Wagner,  1. 

Ward  8— Ira  A.  Davenport,  12. 

Ward  9— James  Standish,  12;  Francis  B.  Stoddard,  12. 

War^  10— F.  S.  Risteen,  11. 

Ward  11— George  W.  Skinner,  12. 

Ward  12— Thomas  Leavitt,  12;  George  R.  Dane,  9; 
Thomas  Crawford,  3. 

Ward  13— Edward  W.  Dolan,  12. 

Ward  14-Elbridge  G.  Scott,  12;  William  H.  Mcintosh, 
12. 

Ward  15— Henr^'  A.  Drake,  12;  Isaac  F.  Atwood,  8;  Pe- 
ter Mulvv,  4. 

Ward  16— John  Pierce,  12;  George  W.  Conant,  10;  E. 
H.  R.  Ruggles,  11;  R.  Vose,  Jr.,  2;  M.  F.  Lynch  1. 

Ward  17— Henry  W.  Dickerman,  7 ;  George  O.  Currier, 
7:  C.  J.  Page,  6;  James  M.  Stevens,  2;  Alden  Bartlett,  1; 
Hugh  Kelley,  1. 

Ward  19— .Jacob  F.  Taylor,  11;  Michael  Norton,  1. 

Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk,  12 

Ward  21— A.  J.  Locke,  12. 

Ward  22-D.  D.  Taylor,  12. 

The  gentlemen  receiving  a  majority  vote  were 
declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  and  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  ballot  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  Ward  5,  with  the 
following  result: 

Second  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

Daniel  J,  Courtney 1 

Edward  J.  Holland 1 

John  Donnelly 4 
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B  ( )  ARIJ)       OF       ALDERMK^ 


Alderman  Peters — I  withdraw  my  amendment 
and  ofl'ir  another,  "th<!  expense  to  be  apportioned 
in  a  manner  appioved  by  the  Le};;ishitiirf." 

Alderman  Harris — I  would  ask  the  Alderman 
from  ICast  Boston  whether  this  order  emanates 
from  aiiy  committee;  whether  any  committee  has 
considered  it,  or  whether  it  is  offered  on  his  own 
res)tonsil)ility. 

Al.lennan  Brooks — It  emanated  in  the  manner 
stated  by  me.  I  consulted  the  Engiiieer,  and, 
also,  the  raving  Commitiee  as  to  what  we  i-hoiild 
do  for  the  safety  of  public  travel  at  tho^e  cross- 
ings. I  think  the  gei.tleman  from  AVard  17  has 
been  consulted  in  the  mattei',  and  he  has  the  ideas 
of  th' City  Engineer  in  legard  to  the  matter.  It 
is  a  future  con>ideration  for  the  city  and  the  Leg- 
islature to  determine  where  the  expense  shall  lie, 
if  the  changes  are  concluded  upon. 

Alderman  Peter-  submitted  his  amendment  in 
writing  as  follows :  "The  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  apportioi.ed  in  >uch  a  manner  as  the 
Legi>lature  may  determine." 

Al  lerman  brooks — I  only  object  to  that  amend- 
ment for  the  reason  that  this  Government  will 
have  no  voice  in  the  matter,  which  1  want  it  to 
have.  If  the  Older  passes  in  that  form  the  Legis- 
lature will  have  the  determination  of  the  whole 
thing;  and  it  is  n't  i-afe  to  thedoveri  ment  to  have 
thnt  amen(hnent  pass.  That  is  my  objection  to 
the  amendment. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  think  we  should  pass 
anything  here  tlrat  would  deprive  the  city  of  a 
voice  in  the  settlement  of  a  matter  of  that  kind. 
The  expense  involved  in  that  order,  if  the  project 
be  carried  out,  would  be  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars — over  a  hundred  thousand  at  least — and  we 
ought  not  to  i)ut  it  entirely  out  of  our  hands.  If 
that  amendment  would  have  such  an  effect,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  prudent  for  this  Board  to 
pass  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  facts  in  this  case  are 
simply  these:  For  a  good  many  years  the  people  of 
East  Boston  have  complained — and  rightly  I  think 
— of  the  condition  of  the  I'ailroad  ciossmgs  over 
several  of  their  streets.  As  the  population  has  in- 
creased the  danger  has  also  increased  in  propor- 
tion. Various  methods  have  been  de  i^ised  to  ob- 
viate this  difficulty.  Last  year  we  had  this  matter 
before  us  in  the  form  of  bridging  the  streets. 
The  Paving  Committee  an;l  the  City  Engineer  re- 
ported that  the  bridges  would  cost  half  a  million 
doUars.  Now  if  these  railroad  tracks  can  be  made 
to  reach  the  depots  by  a  tin  uit  of  the  island,  even 
if  it  cost  the  city  half  a  million  dollars,  it  would 
be  economy  to  do  so.  There  are  four  streets 
■which  should  be  bridged  today.  I  think  the  peo- 
ple of  East  Boston  have  good  reason  for  com- 
plaint and  for  asking  the  city  to  relieve  them  of 
this  danger.  Of  course  there  is  a  great  expense 
involved.  These  tracks  cannot  be  changed  at  an 
expense  less  than  $100,000.  I  think  the  subject 
ought  to  go  to  the  Legislature  in  some  form. 

Alderman  Brooks — One  reason  I  introduced  the 
order  was  the  special  message  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  on  the  subject  of  dangerous  crossings.  In 
that  message  he  says  nothing  of  these  crossings. 
My  idea  is  that  his  unfamiliarity  with  the  locahty 
was  the  reason  why  they  weie  not  mentioned.  I 
can  see  no  way  that  the  Government  can  get  rid 
of  those  dangerous  crossings  except  the  one  pro- 
po.-ed  in  this  order.    Various  improvements  are 

foing  forward  in  that  section.  There  is  a  large 
ract  of  vacant  land  to  be  built  upon  in  the  future, 
which  will  continue  to  increase  travel  across  those 
roads.  Children  are  in  danger  every  hour  of  the 
day  now.  I  think,  after  looting  the  matter  over 
pretty  carefully,  that  there  is  no  other  way  than 
this  to  do  away  with  the  danger,  and  if  any  relief 
is  to  l)e  gainetl  by  tliis  order  1  hope  it  wiU  pass.  I 
doubt  the  practicability  of  bridging  those  streets. 
The  expense  would  be  enormous,  not  only  for  the 
bridges,  but  for  grade  damages. 

Alderman  Peters— If  this  petition  goes  to  the 
Legislature,  there  certainly  should  be  something 
said  about  the  apportionment  of  the  expense.  I 
can  put  confidence  in  the  Legislature  and  believe 
that  body  will  do  what  is  fair  and  just. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
ment will  cut  us  off  too  much  from  having  a  hear- 
ing before  a  legislative  committee.  The  amend- 
ment does  not  add  anything  to  the  order,  afceraU. 
I  rose  to  make  the  order  vital.  While  I  agree  with 
the  Alderman  from  the  Island  Ward  in  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  still  1  do  not  want  to  commit  the 
city  to  a  scheme  that  will  be  unjust,  because  we 
have  railroads  coming  into  the  ciiy  from  various 
directions,  and  if  we  commit  ourselves  to  such  a 
policy  in  East  Boston,  we  might  have  some  trouble 


with  some  other  locality.  I  desire  to  avoid  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  but!  do  not  want  to  have  tlie 
order  go  to  the  L;gi4ature  without  any  vitality. 
The  amendment  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17 
does  not  leave  any  vitality  to  the  order. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters  was  reject^ 
ed,  and  the  order  as  previously  amended  was 
passed. 

STONY-BROOK   IMPRO VEMIJNT. 

By  Ald(>rman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— Keport  in  response  to  an  order  requesting  in- 
formation as  to  what  aciion  is  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  improvements  in  tke  channel  of  Stony 
Brook,  commenced  i>y  the  town  of  West  Roxbury. 
By  various  acts  of  the  Legislature  in  1868, 1870  and 
1871,  the  town  of  AVest  Roxbury  (by  commission- 
ers duly  appointed)  and  the  city  of  Boston,  were 
empowered  to  take  land  and  alter  and  deepen  the 
channel  of  Stony  Bioo  for  purposes  of  sewerage, 
or  for  the  public  health,  and  a  plan  was  prepared 
for  the  coU'Struction  of  a  new  channel,  with  im- 
proved grades  and  lii:es  in  both  municipal'ties. 
The  West  Roxbury  Commissioners  pi  oceeded  to 
take  In nd  and  improve  the  channel  so  far  as  was 
possil,  le,  until  the  city  of  Boston  had  deepened 
the  channel  of  the  brook  up  to  the  dividing  line, 
but  the  expense  incurred  by  them,  some 
$60,000,  cannot  result  in  any  great  improve- 
ment in  the  drainage  of  the  valley  until  the 
city  of  Boston  shall  deepen  the  "lower  por- 
tion of  the  clinnnel.  The  Committee  on 
Sewers  were  advised  by  the  City  Solicitor,  that  the 
city  would  be  liable,  in  proceeding  uniler  those 
acts,  to  pny  damages  for  the  contamination  of  the 
water  of  Stony  Brook,  which  is  now  used  by  sev- 
eral manufactories,  and  upon  consultation  with 
various  owners  along  the  line  of  improvement  it 
was  found  these  damages  might  be  very  large  in- 
deed. It  seems  to  the  committee  advisable  to 
procure  an  act  to  enable  the  city  to  take  land,  etc., 
simply  to  altei-  and  improve  the  channel  of  Stony 
Brook;  and  to  provide  in  another  manner  for 
whatever  sewerage  may  be  required  in  its  valley, 
and  in  this  way  to  avoid  the  payment  of  excessive 
damages  for  water  rights  while  the  benefit  to  the 
low  lands  of  West  Roxbury  will  be  substantially 
the  same.  The  committee  offer  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston  to  straighten 
and  deepen  the  channel  of  Stony  Brook. 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE  PADDOCK  ELMS. 

Alderman  Power  presented  majority  and  a 
minority  report  from  the  Committee  on  Common 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  on  the  petition  for  and 
remonstrances  against  the  removal  of  the  elms  on 
Paddock's  MaU.  The  majority  of  the  committee, 
consisting  of  Aldermen  Power  and  Bigelow,  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  minority  report  is  signed  by  Alderman 
Clark,  and  recommends  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  remove  forthwith  the 
trees  now  standing  in  the  sidewalk  on  Tremont 
street,  between  Park  street  and  the  Tremont 
House. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  reports  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order ;  the 
question  is  not  debatable. 

The  Chairman— The  point  is  weU  tiken. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  it  was  lost — 
yeas  4,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris  and 
Power — 4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  HaU, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 8. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  substitute  the  mi- 
nority for  the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Cutter— Before  this  order  is  passed  I 
wish  to  beg  the  gentlemen  of  this  Board  to  have 
some  mercy  on  those  trees.  I  have  lately  noticed 
them  particularly,  and  I  think  there  are  hve  or  six 
which  can  be  spared.  If  it  is  the  design  of  this 
Board  to  pass  an  order  of  this  kind,  I  move  that 
the  five  of  those  trees  which  are  in  the  worst  con- 
dition be  removed  instead  of  the  whole. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  amendment  vnU  not 
prevail.  I  have  heard  of  men  having  wooden 
gods,  but  I  never  saw  them  displayed  before  in  the 
halls  of  legislation.    Those  trees  have  long  ago  be- 
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come  cumbersome,  and  if  we  let  them  remain,  it 
seems  to  me  we  are  not  doing  tlie  duty  for  which, 
we  were  sent  here.  I  believe  they  should  be  cut 
down,  and  I  am  willing  to  take  my  share  of  the 
responsibility. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  minority  report 
will  not  be  adopted  in  place  of  the  majority.  It  is 
well  known  that  thi"i  matter  has  been  before  the 
Government  at  various  times  duririg  the  last  three 
years,  and  tluring  all  that  time  there  never  was  a 
petition  piesented  to  this  Board  by  any  citizen  of 
Boston  asking  to  hive  those  trees  cut  down,  bu^t 
there  have  been  thousands  of  remons-trances 
against  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  would 
have  been  a  petition  come  in  here  for  it  except 
that  members  of  this  Government  wanted  to  get 
something  to  back  them  up  in  this  action,  or  ap- 
pealed to  people  outside  to  get  up  these  petitions. 
The  order  to  have  those  trees  cut  down  was 
to  be  put  in  here  before,  but  some  one  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until  it  was 
asked  for,  and  the  order  was  delayed  until  the 
petitions  came.  A  thousand  of  the  wenlthiest  tax- 
payers have  come  in  here  and  remonstrated 
against  the  CTitting  down  of  those  trees,  an  at- 
tempt to  cut  down  which  has  never  been  made 
in  summer.  It  is  well  known  to  experts  that 
they  are  the  most  thrifty  trees  which  stand  on 
a  Boston  mall.  But  they  have  been  wilfully  neg- 
lected ;  the  employ^;  of  railroad  companies'  have 
been  allowed  to  drive  spikes  and  hooks  ii,to  them, 
and  every  means  has  been  taken  to  make  them 
look  as  objectionable  as  possible  to  the  citizens. 
There  is  no  excuse  for  this  haste,  especially  at  this 
sea'  on  of  the  year,  because  those  who  favor  the 
cutting  of  them"  down  well  know  that  if  they  wait 
until  summer,  when  they  will  be  in  foliage  and 
leaved  out,  they  could  not  succeed  in  passing  this 
order  here.  But  it  has  invariably  come  up  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Therefore  1  say  this  order 
should  not  pass  until  summer.  The  amount  of 
capital  represented  by  the  remonstrants  ;  hould 
have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  If  gentlemen 
are  disposed  to  cut  them  down,  these  peoj  le  should 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  There  are 
thousands  of  these  remonstrants  who  desire  to 
be  heard,  and  they  have  not  had  a  hearing  before 
the  committee.  It  is  not  proper  for  this  Board 
to  disregard  such  remonstrants  who  wish  to  be 
heard,  and  treated  respectfully  before  this  is  done. 
Therffore  I  hope  this  order  will  rot  be  acted  upon 
in  this  manner ;  that  action  maybe  deferred,  and 
that  my  motion  to  lay  the  report  and  order  on  the 
table  will  prevail,  until  the  remonstrants  can  be 
heard.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  change  any- 
body's mind,  but  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  that  they  should  be  treated  respectfully. 

Alderman  Frescott — I  wish  simply  to  ask  this 
question :  As  the  majority  of  the  committee  are 
opposed  to  the  removal  of  these  trees,  why  have 
they  not  given  the  petitioners  a  hearing? 

Alderman  Power — We  have  not  had  time  to  give 
them  a  hearing.  The  chairman  called  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  and  desired  action,  and  we  took 
the  only  course  there  was  any  opportunity  to  take. 
I  supposed  that  the  remonstrants  would  be  given 
a  chance  to  be  heard  before  this  Board. 
It  Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— It  is  well  known  by  members 
of  this  Board  and  the  citizens  generally  that  I  am 
distinctly  in  favor  of  removing  those  elms,  and 
that  I  have  advocated  it  for  two  years.  I  do  not 
believe  that  I  have  any  right  to  stand  here  and 
vote  away  millions  of  dollars  for  public  improve- 
ments and  allow  such  an  obstruction  to  the  street 
as  this.  I  want  it  published  that  I  am  in  favoi  of 
progress,  and,  furthermore,  that  I  will  not  allow 
my  vote  to  go  unrecorded  as  not  being  in  favor  of 
that  obstruction.  If  there  were  half  the  obstruc- 
tion on  other  sidewalks  as  those  trees  are,  there 
would  be  petitioners  coming  in  here  bj'  the  thou- 
sand a  king  the  city  of  Boston  to  remove  them. 
I  did  not  rise  to  make  any  argument  for  the  re- 
moval of  these  obstructions,  because  none  is  need- 
ed in  this  Board  of  AI  lermen.  It  is  too  ii  telligent 
and  alive  to  the  interest  of  the  city  to  oppo-e  it. 
But  when  gentlemen  say  I  called  the  committee 
together,  and  was  in  a  hurry  to  act  upon  the 
matter,  it  is  my  duty  to  def  ?nd  my  action.  The 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Squa  es  w  re 
called  together  yesterday,  not  to  act  specially  upon 
this  subject,  but  to  consider  the  appiopriation  for 
the  coming  year.  'Ihe  appropriation  was  not 
ready,  and  having  a  little  time  on  our  hands,  it 
was  suggested  that  we  might  as  well  act  on  the 
question  of  removing  the  Paddock  elms.  The 
subject  was  brought  up  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  did  not  suggest  a  hearing,  but  immedi- 


ately moved  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withlraw.  Those  are  the  simple  facts  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  admit  that  five  or  six  of  those  trees 
were  a  nuisance,  because  he  has  nlways  been  op- 
posed to  cutting  them  down.  No  one  can  pass 
down  that  sidewalk  without  seeing  that  they 
should  be  taken  away.  There  are  other  rea- 
sons; they  have  become  exceedingly  danger- 
ous, and  if  you  wish  any  particulars,  it 
is  a  fact  that  large  limbs  blow  off  during 
gales,  by  which  the  lives  of  passers-by  are  en- 
dangered. Last  year'  a  gentleman  told  me  that  he 
saw  a  limb  blown  off  which  would  have  killed  him 
if  it  had  struck  him.  Those  .trees  have  outlived 
their  usefulness,  thgy  have  become  an  eyesore  in- 
stead of  a  tiling-  of  beauly.  I  believe  that  a  great 
majoiity  of  the  bu'-iness  community  would  sign  a 
peti.ion  in  favor  of  having  them  removed.  It  may 
be  that  a  great  many  people  who  are  obliged  to 
earn  their  living  by  ihe  sweat  of  their  brows,  and 
who  have  no  occasion  to  walk  on  crowded  side- 
walks, who  do  not  care  whether  streets  are  widen- 
ed or  not,  would  :  ign  remonstrances,  but,  for  one, 
I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  advocate  their  removal, 
because  I  am  in  "favor  of  improvements  in  streets 
and  sidewalks ;  jo  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  a  right 
to  stand  here  and  oppoj  e  so  great  an  improvement 
as  this  will  be,  where  the  cost  will  be  perhaps  two 
or  three  new  axes  and  a  ladder  or  two.  I  did 
not  come  down  to  advocate  their  removal,  be- 
cause it  is  uniecessary,  but  merely  to  explain  the 
reason  why  no  hearing  had  been  granted  the  re- 
monstrants. Such  a  thing  was  not  suggested  by 
either  member;  had  it  been  suggested  and  asked 
for  by  either  member  of  the  committee,  of  course 
it  was  in  their  power  to  grant  it,  as  they  were  two 
to  one. 

Alderman  Power— The  argument  that  the  gen- 
tleman uses  concerning  the  danger  from  those 
tiees,  might  justly  be  applied  to  every  public 
buildiiig  or  tree  in  the  city.  Slates  from  roofs, 
and  limbs  of  other  trees  will  be  blown  oil  during 
gales  of  wind  as  well  as  parts  of  these,  but  I  have 
It  from  as  good  authority  as  any  in  Boston  that 
those  trees  are  in  as  good  condition,  and  as  full  of 
life,  as  any  trees  that  adorn  Tremont-street 
mall.  Although  this  matter  has  been  discussed 
here  for  three  years,  not  a  single  petition  has 
come  in  asking  to  have  those  trees  cut  down  until 
members  went  out  and  asked  people  to  send  them 
in.  If  nine-tenths  of  the  people  desire  to  have 
them  cut  down,  why  have  n't  they  come  here  and 
asked  for  it?  I  believe  there  are  a  thousand  who 
have  remonstrated  against  it.  The  gentleman  ap- 
peals to  the  intelligence  of  this  Board.  Two  or 
three  boards  have  acted  on  this  subject,  who  had 
as  fair  a  share  of  intelligence  as  this  Board,  and 
they  did  not  think  their  constituents  gave  them 
di-cretion  to  sweep  away  everything  sacred  to  the 
natives  of  this  city.  Those  trees  are  associated 
with  the  (lays  that  every  native  of  this  city  feels 
proud  to  think  of —with  the  early  history  of  the 
struggle  for  the  liberty  of  this  country,— and  no 
wonder  that  the  old  settlers  rise  and  remonstrate 
against  this  destruction.  It  is  to  those  who  earn 
their  living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows 
that  such  things  are  particularly  dear.  They 
reap  unspeakable  comfort  from  the  shade  of  those 
venerable  trees  in  summer.  Nothing  that  we  have 
goes  to  beautify  this  city  more  than  our  elegant 
shade  trees.  When  the  necessities  of  the  case 
demand  that  the  street  shall  be  widened,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  talk  about  cutting  down  those 
trees.  That  is  another  question,  to  come  up  here- 
after ;  until  then,  at  least,  those  trees  should  be 
spared.  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  be  so  much  haste  to  cut  down  those  trees  at 
a  season  of  the  year  when  they  look  bare  and  bar- 
ren. The  gentleman  alludes  to  the  power  of  the 
committee  to  give  the  remonstrants  a  hearing. 
You  have  the  same  power  here.  If  you  have  a 
majority,  and  are  determined  to  cut  them  down, 
you  can  do  it.  They  have  stood  over  a  hundred 
years.  ^\  hy  this  urgent  haste  ?  Is  everybody  go- 
ing to  get  killed?  I  want  to  give  people  who 
represent  millions  upon  millions  of  capital 
to  come  iiere  and  express  their  opinion,  at  least. 
It  i  esms  to  me  thxt  the  intelligence  of  this  Board 
migh;:  lake  anoih  r  view  of  this  matter  if  you  listen 
to  those  who  would  appear  here  if  they  had  an 
oppor  unity  to  be  heard.  I  hope  this  Board  will 
respect  he  ;imount  of  capital  and  the  number  of 
peo  le  rspresented  on  those  petitions.  Gentlemen 
came  in  here  last  year  for  a  fire  commission.  The 
eight  thousand  names  were  continually  put  before 
this  Boar  I,  and  everybody  could  not  stand  agiiinst 
it ;  nobody  could  entirely  disregard  them.    There 
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is  almost  as  much  capital  arrayed  against  this  re- 
moval as  there  was  for  a  fire  commission.  They 
come  forward  out  of  great  respect  for  the  associa- 
tions clustering  around  those  trees.  They  did  not 
have  to  be  hunted  up,  as  these  few  petitioners  had 
to  be ;  they  came  on  account  of  their  love  and  rev- 
erence for  tho-;e  old  trees.  Therefore  I  hope  this 
Board  will  j)ause  and  allow  the  people  to  come 
here  and  be  heard. 

Al  lerman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Chair- 
man came  down  here  to  make  an  attack  upon  his 
own  committee.  He  argued  that  the  trees  were 
dangerous  on  account  of  the  dead  limbs  breaking 
off.  Now,  a,>  chairmiu  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares,  he  has  care  of  tho^e  trees,  and 
if  there  is  anything  dangerous  about  them,  it  is 
the  fault  of  that  committee.  It  is  not  the  fault  of 
anybody  else.  I  see  that  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries recommend  that  the  City  Forester's  salary  be 
increased;  I  should  hope  that  they  will  look  into 
the  matter  and  see  that  he  does  not  allow  people 
to  be  killed  by  the  dead  limbs  of  these  trees  fall- 
ing off.  The  fact  is,  they  have  been  letting  the 
limbs  hang  on  those  trees  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  fall  on  and  kill  somebo  ly.  The  soil  under 
the  trunks  has  been  ploughed  up,  which  is  not 
fair.  If  they  are  to  be  removed  let  it  be  done  fair- 
ly. If  this  Board  is  as  intelligent  as  the  gentleman 
says,  let  us  have  these  remonstrants  come  up  here. 
I  moved  to  amend  so  that  if  this  Board,  in  their 
rashness,  were  determined  to  cut  down  those 
trees,  we  might  spare  half  of  them.  I  do  not 
think  they  ought  to  be  cut  down  at  all,  but  I  can- 
not see  any  special  reason  for  hurrying  this  mat- 
ter through  today. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  Ave  o'clock  P.  M. 
next  Tuesday,  and  that  the  remonstrants  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Brooks  called  for  the  yeas    and  nays. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  move  to  amend  so  that  the 
petitioners  shall  be  heard.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  hardly  fair  for  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  to 
censure  this  Board  for  not  granting  the  remon- 
strants a  hearing,  when  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee did  not  grant  the  petitioners  one.  I  do  not 
know  what  inve  ligation  this  matter  has  had,  but 
it  seems  to  me  with  th"  light  I  have  upon  the  sub- 
ject that  the  elms  should  be  removed.  The  peti- 
tioners as  well  as  the  remonstrants  certainly  have 
the  right  to  be  heard.  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  censure  this  Board  for  not  giving  the  re- 
monstrants a  hearing,  when  the  committee  did 
not  hear  the  petitioners. 

Alderman  Power— I  should  certainly  censure 
this  Board  if  it  did  not  give  the  remonstrants  a 
chance  to  be  heard,  and  if  it  is  the  intention  of 
this  Board  to  rush  this  order  through.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Common  had  no  time  to  give  the  petition- 
ers a  hearing.  1  stated  that  the  Claairman  called 
the  committee  together;  his  mind  was  made  up, 
and  he  desired  that  we  might  make  a  report  upon 
it  immediately.  That  was  why  that  report  came 
in  here  today.  I  supposed  that  when  it  came  in 
this  hearing  would  be  asked  for.  The  remon- 
strants should  have  a  chance  to  be  heard.  The 
gentleman  opposite  (Alderman  Bigelow)  moves 
that  a  hearing  be  had  at  half -past  live  o'clock. 
That  is  too  late  an  hour.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  petitioners  being  heard. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  the  Board  will 
proceed  to  settle  the  (luestion  this  afternoon. 
There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  as  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  taking  down  those  trees.  They  are  in  the 
way,  are  dangerous,  and  should  be  removed,  and 
I  hope  we  shall  proceed  to  do  so.  1  am  not  in 
favor  of  giving  both  the  petitioners  and  remon- 
strants a  hearing.  We  all  know  what  they  would 
say  when  they  came  here.  We  shoiUd  hear  some 
very  eloquent  remarks  from  gentlemen,  telling  of 
their  extreme  veneration  for  those  trees,  and  a 
plea  for  their  preservation  because  they  have  been 
there  a  hundred  years.  There  was  just  as  good 
reason  why  we  should  preserve  the  old  Hancock 
House,  and  the  old  buildings  in  Dock  square, 
which  were  removed.  Now  we  ask  tliat  those 
trees  may  give  way  to  business,  as  every  other  old 
tree  has  been  made  to  give  way.  In  Roxbury,  the 
other  day,  an  old  elm,  five  times  as  thrifty  a= 
these,  gave  way  to  the  march  of  improvement; 
and  that  was  the  Warren  elm,  standing  nearly  di- 
rectly in  front  of  (ieneral  Warren's  birthplace.  If 
there  is  any  reason  for  leaving  these  trees,  there 
were  vastly  better  reasons  for  letting  that  one  re- 
main. I  shall  certainly  vote  to  take  action 
today. 

Alderman  Power— If  there  was  any  necessity  for 
removing  those  trees  I  should  not  object.    The 


tree  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  the  High- 
lands was  in  the  way  of  improvement.  When 
that  question  comes  up  I  shall  not  say  a  word 
against  the  removal  of  these  trees.  But  they 
are  not  obstacles  to  travel,  but  are  simply 
in  the  way  of  pedestrians.  They  are  on  the 
sidewalk,  and  not  in  the  street.  The  gentle- 
man knows  that  we  will  have  some  eloquent  ap- 
geals  if  the  remonstrants  are  privileged  to  come 
ere.  They  are  taxpayers  who  have  a  right  to  be 
heard,  and  we  have  no  right  to  refuse  them  this 
privilege.  They  are  the  people  who  send  us  here, 
and  should  be  treated  respectfuU".  It  may  not 
alter  any  one's  opinion,  but  still  they  have  a  right 
to  a  respectful  hearing. 

Alderman  Peters— I  have  passed  these  trees 
every  day  for  several  years,  and  think  they  are  a 

Eerfect  nuisance,  and  shall  vote  to  cut  them  down, 
till,  I  think  that  as  they  have  stood  there  a  hun- 
dred years,  they  can  stand  till  next  Tuesday,  and. 
I  move  to  amend  by  making  the  time  for  the  hear- 
ing half-past  three  o'clock. 

Alderman  Hall — I  cannot  find  that  any  one  has 
asked  for  a  hearing.  Not  a  soul  has  come  here 
and  expressed  a  desire  to  be  heard  on  this  matter. 
These  trees  have  stood  there  a  hundred  years. 
During  fifty  of  those  hundred  years  they  have 
been  nuisances  to  public  travel.  Today  they  take 
up  room  which  the  incessant  tide  of  public  travel 
demands.  They  are  in  the  centre  of  the  side- 
walk. That  old  elm  in  Roxbury  stood  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  street,  and  there  was  room  to  pass  on 
each  side  of  it.  These  trees  stand  on  ground  which 
is  wanted.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  asking 
people  to  come  here  who  have  not"  asked  to  be 
heard.  Yet  we  are  to  invite  them  here  to  pro- 
test against  it.  I  hope  we  shall  pass  ujion  the 
matter  this  afternoon. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  think  the  gtntleman 
from  Ward  10  takes  the  same  line  of  argument 
that  he  did  in  regard  to  the  stable  for  the  Brig- 
ham  heirs.  Then  he  argued  that  a  stable  would 
depreciate  the  property  of  the  poor.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  both  he  and  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highland  District  do  not  show  sympathy  for  the 
poor  peanut  women  under  the  elms.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  seems  to  have  forgotten  his 
argument.  I  understand  that  the  Horticultural 
Society  has  examined  those  trees,  and  they  say 
they  are  good  for  fifty  years  more.  From  what 
better  source  can  you  get  information  than  that? 
You  cannot  erect  a  tree  in  a  year,  nor  in  ten  years, 
as  you  can  build  a  house ;  but  you  can  demolish  it 
it  in  an  hour.  The  tree  at  the  Highlands,  just 
spoken  of,  was  a  thrifty  one,  but  they  had  run  a 
sewer,  and  gas  and  water  pipes  under  it,  and  peo- 
ple began  to  think  it  was  unsafe.  It  stood  in  the 
centre  of  the  street.  But  there  is  no  sewer  or  gas 
pipe  under  these  trees,  and  if  they  are  properly 
cared  for  by  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares  there  would  be  no  danger  from  them. 

Alderman  Hall — The  alderman  from  Ward  6  re- 
minds me  of  the  pity  and  charity  due  those  old 
ladies  who  peddle  peanuts  under  the  old  elms. 
Now,  I  would  say  that  I  am  not  at  all  acquainted 
with  them,  and  I  have  made  no  attempt  to  inves- 
tigate into  their  business.  For  myself,  I  have  no 
tenements  to  let.  If  the  gentleman  were  to  invest 
his  money  in  a  riding  school  at  the  South  End,  I 
think  he  would  not  derive  as  much  benefit  from  it 
as  from  building  houses  to  rent  for  particular  pur- 
poses. 

Alderman  Bigelow  accepted  the  amendment 
making  the  time  half-past  three  o'clock  and  to  al- 
low botih  remonstrants  and  petitioners  to  be  heard, 
and  the  subject  was  then  postponed  to  Tuesday, 
Feb.  '23,  at  half -past  three  o'clock  P.  jVI.,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emei-y,  Har- 
ris, Peters,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall,  Worthing- 
ton— i. 

BOSTON  COLLEGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  order  to  al- 
low a  change  of  restrictions  in  building  on  land 
purchased  of  the  city  by  trustees  of  Boston  College 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall— Those  gentlemen  who  have  re- 
monstrated against  the  removal  of  those  restric- 
tions have  since  said  to  me  that  they  withdraw 
their  opposition,  and  ask  that  the  order  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  board  adjourn,  it  be  to  Tuesday, 
23d  instant,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

THE  WATER   liOAHD. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
passing  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to 
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consider  the  expediency  of  consolidating  the  Mys- 
tic and  Cochituate  Water  Boards  into  a  paid  com- 
mission. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  the  order  will  not  be 
reconsidered  ui  less  the  Alierman  can  five  some 
good  reason  for  it. 

Aldeiman  Cutter — I  was  myself  trying  to  get 
Bome  good  reason  for  passing  that  order.  1  ht^ard 
none  given  before  it  was  pas;ed,  and  I  think  an 
order  of  1  his  kind  thoul  1  be  well  considf  red  be- 
fore it  is  passed.  I  su])po?e  that  if  members  have 
seen  City  Docui;  ent  No.  20,  they  wll  know  the 
use  of  this  Water  Loard.  It  was  e-tablished  be- 
cause it  was  necessary  to  do  so.  That  same  ne- 
cessity exists  today,  as  when  the  board  was  estab- 
lished. ]f  the  Al.ennan  will  give  good  reasons 
for  abolishing  the  two  boards  1  wUl  vote  for  the 
order.    But  I  do  not  know  any  good  reason  for  do- 


ing so  now,  any  more  than  for  abolishing  the  City 
Hospital. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  order  does  rot  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  any  board.  It  simply  requests 
the  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  con- 
solidating the  two  boards,  and  of  course  whatever 
conclusions  they  arrive  at  will  be  reported  back 
here  for  action.  So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  by  the  act  of  annexation,  the  term 
of  service  of  four  members  of  that  board  expires 
on  the  1st  of  A)iril,  and  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  do 
something  to  fill  the  vacancies  either  by  election 
or  providing  for  a  new  board.  1  do  not  think  the 
order  can  do  any  harm. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider — 3  for,  6  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next  at  3  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedine:s  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    19,    1874. 
The  regular  weeVly  meeting   of   the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  lialf-past  fev  n  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Annual  report  of  th^  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
(City  Document,  No.  25.)    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  Committee  on  Streets  for  an  addi- 
tional loan  of  $260,000,  for  extension  of  Washing- 
ton stieet.    (City  Document,  No.  23.)    Referred  to 
'  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to 
'  pay  the  amount  of  lost  coui)ons  on  satisfactory 
evidence  of  their  loss  beinf^  produced,  and  other 
conditions  therein  named.    Read  once. 

Order  for  the  payment  of  one-half  of  the  fees  for 
dog  licences  that  have  been  received  in  West  Rox- 
.  bury  to  the  West  Roxbuiy  Free  Library.     Read 
once. 

Order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  such  changes  in  the  law  relating  to  the  sealing 
of  weights  and  measui-es  as  may  be  necessary  to 
•,  increase  the  efficiency  of  said  law.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  Superintendents  and  Draw  Ten- 
ders of  Bridges  in  Charlestown  and  Brighton  the 
same  compensation  received  by  them  previous  to 
the  first  Monday  in  .Jan\iai-y  last.    Read  once. 

Orler  that  the  income  from  the  sale  of  lots  in 
Evergreen  Cemetery  be  set  apart  to  defray  the  ex- 
I^enses  of  said  cemetery.  Passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of 
Ward  19. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 

expediency  of  amending  the  ordinance  relating  to 

the  Law  Department  so  as  to  either  dispense  with 

the  semi-annual  reports  or  provide  for  an  annual 

.  one.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the 
exi)ediency  of  providing  for  the  establishment  of 
a  s  ingle  board  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Co- 
'  chituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  jfSOOO  from  the  Reserved 
•  Fund   to  the   appropriation   for   Bridges.    Read 
once. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  C.  Richards  $25,  on  account 
of  rent  of  Armory  Company  F,  First  Regiment 
M.  V.  M.    Read  once. 

Order  to  pav  Captain  James  J.  FIjmn  of  Com- 
pany I,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  $89  40,  to  reim- 
burse him  for  taxes  paid  in  1873  on  armory  of  said 
company.     Read  once. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  rejection  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  order  to  print  five  hun- 
dred extra  copies  of  City  Doc.  No.  29  of  1873. 
Placed  on  file. 

Reports  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  with  orders 
granting  the  applications  of  Thomas  W.  Carter, 
David  H.  Blaney  and  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.  The 
orders  were  severally  passed. 

Report  from  Joint'C  ommiitee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Public  Buildings,  with  order  request- 
ing Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  an  ordi- 
nance authorizing  the  api  ointment  of  three  ad- 
ditional inspectors.    Tlie  order  was  passed. 

Reports  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Claims  granting  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
William  Gunning  et  al.  to  be  paid  for  work  done 
on  streets  in  the  town  of  \Vest  Roxbury.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
to  change  the  location  of  the  Eastern  and  Boston 
&  Albany  railroads  in  East  Boston.    Passed. 

Report" cf  Committee  on  Sewers,  with  an  order 
for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  enable  the  city  to  deepen  the 
channel  of  Stony  Brook.    The  order  was  passed. 

Or(ier  appointing  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Em- 
ery, with  such  as  thp  Common  Council  may  join,  a 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  members  of 
the  Park  Commission  to  be  elected  by  the  City 
Council.  Passed,  and  Messrs.  AVilbur  of  Ward  9, 
Barnes  of  Ward  11,  and  Noyes  of  Ward  5  were  ap- 
pointed. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  Treasurer  to  bor- 
row $100,000,  to  be  added  to  the  Devonshire-street 
extension  loan.  Accepted  and  order  passed — 
yeas  66,  nays  0. 

bridge" BETWEEN   BOSTON  AND   CAMBRIDGE. 

Report  and  order  for  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  favor  the  passage  of  an  act  by  the  Leg- 
islature, authorizing  the  construction  of  a  new 
avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge.  The 
question  was  on  passing  the  order. 


this  evening.  As  I  understand  it,  the  application 
has  been  made  by  certain  citizens  of  (Cambridge 
for  authority  to  construct  a  new  avenue  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge,  and  upon  this  there  is 
to  be  a  hearing  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two.  We 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  w  hat  is  proposed  by  the 
petitioners,  and  as  various  s<  hemes  have  been  put 
forward,  I  think  the  Council  might  not  approve 
either  of  them  as  respects  location  or  expense.  It 
would  therefore  appear  wise  to  let  this  matter  lie 
upon  the  table  uutd  we  see  what  the  proposition 
is,  or  what  action  is  desirable  on  the  part  of  the 
city,  and  as  the  passage  of  this  order  will  directly 
commit  the  city  in  favor  of  any  scheme  which 
might  be  brought  forward,  I  therefore  move  that 
the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— This  matter  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  they  re- 
ported the  order.  If  the  order  is  passed  it  does 
not  commit  the  city  to  any  project  whatever.  '1  he 
petition  has  been  sent  to  this  City  (iovernrnent 
askiiig  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mf.ttars 
be  instructed  not  to  oppose  the  obtaining  of  au- 
thority to  build  the  bridge.  No  location  has  been 
made,  no  streets  are  laid  out.  It  is  simply  a  re- 
quest for  authority  to  build  the  bridge. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — It  still  seems  to  me  to 
be  unwise  to  take  the  action  proposed  tonight. 
The  order  is  that  the  committee  "be  directed  to 
favor"  the  passage  of  this  act.  Without  any  such 
order  at  all  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
watch  the  progress  of  the  petition,  and  take  snah 
action  as  may  seem  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
city.  Although  the  order  does  not  commit  the 
city  in  favor  of  any  I- rich  action,  its  passage  will 
appear  as  an  indorsement  of  any  project  brought 
forward.  I  see  no  injury  that  can  re>ult  from  let- 
ting the  order  lie  upon  the  table.  There  is  action 
pending  in  regard  to  a  park,  and  if  a  park  is  to  be 
laid  out,  among  the  projects  is  one  for  using  the 
water  basin.  If  that  bridge  is  constructed  there, 
of  course  action  should  be  taken  with  reference  to 
the  laying  out  of  a  park,  in  case  that  plan  should 
be  adopted.  I  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  understand  this  mat- 
ter from  a  cursory  reading  of  the  report  and  order 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  is 
a  petition  of  thirty-six  hundred  citizens  of  Boston 
in  favor  of  a  new  avenue  to  Cambridge,  or  in 
favor  of  aiding  the  citizens  of  Cambridge  in  their 
petition  for  such  an  avenue.  I  do  not  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  apprehends  what  may  be 
the  efl'ect  of  the  motion  proposed  by  him.  It  is 
very  well  kno\>  n,  I  presume — it  certainly  is  by  me 
as  a  member  of  the  Legislature— that  petitions  of 
this  kind  will  not  be  admitted  after  the  21i-t  inst. 
(Saturday  next),  and  if  action  is  to  be  taken  on  the 
petition  of  thirty-six  hundred  citizens  of  Boston, 
it  cannot  be  postponed,  when  by  so  doing  it  is 
suicidal  to  the  petition.  Unless  we  take  action 
now,  we  will  not  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
this  petition  of  thirty-six  hundred  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton for  a  new  avenue  to  East  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— As  I  understand  it,  the 
petition  is  already  in.  The  question  oefore  us  is 
simply  whether  we  shall  instruct  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters  to  favor  the  petition.  The 
suggestion  of  the  member  from  Ward  4  is,  that  we 
should  leave  that  committee  to  act  as  they  may 
deem  advisable,  and  not  to  commit  the  city  to  fa- 
vor what  may  turn  out  to  be  undesirable  action. 
We  do  not  know  what  kind  of  a  biidge  it  is  to  be, 
nor  whether  it  will  interfere  with  any  schemes  in 
regard  to  the  river.  It  seems  to  be  rather  un- 
necessary to  go  so  far  as  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee, and  it  appears  to  be  better  to  leave  it  to  tlieir 
discretion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  the  course  pursued  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  adopted,  the  oppoi- 
tunity  for  presenting  this  matter  to  the  Legislat- 
ure wdl  be  lost.  This  petition  has  not  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature.  If  we  instruct  the  com- 
mittee, it  will  oi/ly  be  to  a  certain  degree,  and  will 
not  commit  the  city.  There  is  no  laud  or  street 
laid  out ;  it  is  simply  that  a  new  avenue  may  be 
built  from  Cambridge  to  Boston.  There  are  s'ome 
two  or  three  miles  of  territory  from  various  points 
of  which  a  bridge  may  be  started.  All  1  desire  is 
to  see  that  the  petition  of  3600  residents  of  the 
southerly  portion  of  the  city  may  get  before  the 
Legislature  in  time,  which  it  cannot  do  after  Sat- 
urday, under  the  very  stringent  rule  adopted. 
After  that  we  can  instruct  the  committee  how  to 
act. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  must  be  mistaken  (Mr.  Crocker  read  tlie 
order).  If  there  is  any  petition  from  citizens  we 
are  not  required  to  vote  that  they  shall  not  have 
the  right  to  present  it  to  the  Legislature.  If  1  am 
not  mistaken,  the  petition  from  citizens  of  Cam- 
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there ;  we  only  instruct  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  favor  a  certain  petition  that  is 
already  there. 

Mr.  Lorinp  of  "Ward  12— There  is  one  very  ob- 
jectionable feature  in  this  order.  It  leaves  the 
whole  matter,  even  the  location  of  the  avenue,  to 
the  committee.  Therefore,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  vote  against  it,  or  rather  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  understand  that  this 
merely  asks  for  authority  to  build  a  bridge  and 
construct  an  avenue,  if  we  wish  it.    Suppo.--e  we 

fet  authority,  we  can  build  it  or  not  as  we  please, 
do  not  see  any  objection  to  passing  the  order. 
The  only  point  is  whether,  having  got  authority, 
we  cannot  decline  to  budd  if  we  choose.  That  is 
the  only  matter  of  doubt  with  me. 

Mr.  1  eabody  of  Ward  9—1  have  been  asked  in 
times  past  occasionally  to  sign  a  petition  for  just 
such  ah  avenue  as  that,  and  I  have  generally 
found  that  it  was  started  by  the  proprietors  of 
flats  on  the  Cambridge  side  of  the  river.  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  is  one  of  that  kind  or  not,  but 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  go- 
to spend  a  large  amount  of  money  on  its  water 
front,  and  it  does  not  seem  that  this  improvement 
is  pressing  at  this  time.  1  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  get  authority  to  build  the  avenue  and  bridge, 
it  will  be  on  such  a  location  as  the  committee  shall 
deem  fit.  It  therefore  appears  to  me  that,  if  we 
pass  the  order,  it  does  commit  the  city  to  some- 
thing,and  I  sustain  the  objection  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

FIRST    ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

A  certificate  of  the  election  of  James  Dennie  as 
First  Assistant-Assessor,  in  place  of  Abraham  G. 
Wyman,  chosen  by  this  board,  was  recei,ved  from 
the  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election.  Messrs.  Har- 
rington of  Ward  8,  Barnes  of  AVard  11,  and  Wal- 
bridge  of  Ward  12  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast f9 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

A.  G.  Wyman  had 33 

Christopher  A.  Connor 22 

James  Dennie 11 

H.  N.  Holbrook 1 

A.  R.  Holden 1 

John  Garey 1 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was  taken 
with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 69 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

A.  G.  Wvman  had 43 

Christopher  A.  Connor 18 

James   Dennie 5 

John  Garev 1 

A.  G.  Holbrook 1 

A.  D.  Capen 1 

And  A.  a.  Wyman  was  declare!  elected  in  non- 
concurrence,  in  place  of  James  Dennie. 

BOSTON   COLLEGE. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  from  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  on  remonstrance  of  Job  A.  Turner 
et  al.,  against  petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  Col- 
lege.   Accejited. 

Report  from  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  witli  or.ler  granting  petition  of  Trus- 
tees of  Boston  College  for  change  of  restrictions 
in  l)uil  ling  on  land  purchased  of  the  ciiy. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  desiie  to  offer  an 
amen'Imeiit  in  the  matter  of  form.  When  it  came 
up  before  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  of 
which  I  am  a  membei-,  I  made  a  suggestion  as  to 
the  form  in  which  it  had  better  be  tmt.  At  that 
time  I  was  not  prepared  to  give  any  form  which  I 
would  recommend,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
form  ill  which  that  order  is  put  is  somewhat  ob- 
jectionable and  ought  to  be  different.  In  this 
matter  of  releasing  the  conditions  on  land  where 
the  city  has  sold  one  piece  subject  to  conditions,  as 
in  this  ca-e,  that  the  house  should  be  set  back  ten 
feet  from  the  street,  and  afterwards  other  houses 
are  sold  on  the  same  conditions,  and  as  the  other 
parlie;  have  rights  which  should  be  enforced 
either  at  law  or  in  equity,  it  seems  to  me  that  all 
the  city  ought  to  do  in  such  a  case  as  this  is  sim- 
ply to  say  tliat  so  far  as  the  city  is  concerned  it 
waives  all  objections,  but  it  ought  not  to  assume 
to  change  the  condition.  I  think  the  term  "change 
of  condition"  is  something  unknown  to  the  law, 
and  the  legal  members  of  the  Council  will  agreie 
with  me  that  that  is  an  improper  way  to  put  it.  I 
de  ire  to  offer  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument,  to 
be  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor,whereby  the  city 
shall  declare  that  it  will,  so  far  as  it  can  lawfully 


and  allow  the  present  owners  of  the  parcel  of  land 
on  James  and  Concord  streets,  and  Harrison 
avenue,  conveyed  by  it  to  J.  McElroy  by  deed 
recorded  in  Sullolk  County,  book  784,  leaf  170,  and 
the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  owi-ers.  to  disregard 
the  conaition  contained  in  said  deed  so  f.ir  as  to 
place  a  building  on  said  land  nearer  than  ten  feet 
but  not  nearer  than  seven  feet  to  said  James 
street. 

The  substitute  affects  the  same  result  as  the  or- 
der to  which  it  is  proposed  as  an  amendment,  and 
is  not  liable  lo  the  objection  that  we  attempt  to 
dispose  of  the  right-  of  otln  r  parties.  "We  simply 
declare  that  the  city  will  not  intei fere,  but  the 
rights  of  third  partii  s— if  iheie  are  ai.j'  third  par- 
ties who  have  any  rights — shall  be  siife,  and  not 
that  one  shall  assume  to  discharge  the  condition, 
and  perhaps  render  the  city  liable  for  damages. 
Parties  may  say,  ''You  put  that  co..dition  upon  it, 
and  you  have  discharged  it ;  now  we  will  come 
back  for  damages." 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If  the  college  erects  this 
building  seven  feet  from  the  stieet,  and  other 
parties  who  have  bought  land  there  feel  ag- 
giieved,  who  is  to  pay  the  damage— the  college 
or  the  city  ? 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — If  I  understand  the 
question  rightly,  I  would  state,  thnt  if  anybody  is 
damaged  by  that  action,  and  if  this  sudttitute 
order  is  passed  an  I  the  Mayor  executes  the  (ieed, 
I  do  not  think  the  cbycan  be  lialle.  If  there  is 
any  patty  injured  by  having  a  building  set  I  ack 
ten  feet,  when  he  finds  the-e  parties  putting  it  up 
he  may  apply  to  the  Supreme  Conn  for  an  iij jui  c- 
tion.  I  wish  simply  to  save  the  lights  of  .ho  e 
who  desire  it.  I  (lo  not  think  ai.y  of  ih  ;  neighbors 
are  injured  to  any  apiJieciable  degree;  but  if  any- 
body has  got  ai.y  rights  there,  1  desire  to  save 
these  rights  for  them. 

The  substitute  oruer  was  passed. 

WILSON'S  HOTEL  IN  BRIGHTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ciowley  of  Ward  7,  the  report 
and  order  for  the  occupant  of  Wil  on's  Hotel, 
Ward  19,  to  be  notified  to  vacate  said  premises  on 
or  befoie  the  fiist  of  April  next  (the  special  assign- 
ment lor  half-past  eight  o  clock),  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — 1  have  nothing  to  say 
on  this  (juestion  uiore  than  I  have  already  said, 
except  simply  to  add  that  the  time  is  quite  short 
under  which  we  can  act  Uj  on  this  ordei,andI 
-hope  the  matter  will  be  acted  upon  tonight.  As 
to  the  investigation  undertaken  by  tho  gentleman 
from  AVard  5,  i  hope  nothing  will  be  done  to  inter- 
fere with  that.    1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  have  had  a  consubation 
with  the  gen.leman  fiom  Ward  16,  who  i-i  chair- 
man of  the  I  ommittee  ou  the  part  of  the  Council, 
and  I  have  come  to  ihe  com  lu.-ioii  that  the  matter 
which  1  broai  bed  at  the  last  meeting  will  be  as 
well,  and  perhaps  better,  tf  put  into  ai.oiher 
shape,  and  by  an  understanding  with  him  today  I 
agreed  i.ot  io  oppo^e  the  passage  of  the  order.  I 
shall  meet  the  matter  to  which  I  have  allude  I  in 
anothe:  foim  and  direction.  As  it  is  desirabl  >  to 
have  this  order  passed  upon  tonight,  I  withdraw 
all  opjiosition  to  it. 

The  Older  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

SECOND   ASSISTANT  A'lSESSORS. 

Report  of  <  ommi.  tee  on  Assessors'  Department 
nominating  thi  ty-three  Second  Assist;int-Asses- 
sors  and  certificates  of  elections  cf  tliirty-three 
pel  sons  as  said  Second  Ass  isi  ant- Assessors  on  the 
part  of  Ihe  Boa  d  of  Al  lermeii. 

Mr.  Hal  ley  of  Ward  4— I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  thac  the  Council  may  proceed  to  an  elec- 
tion. 

The  rule  was  suspended— r  8  for,  0  against. 

The  I'resi.lent— Is  it  the  pleasure  ot  the"t"ouncil 
to  proceed  to  an  election  ? 

The  Council  voted  .o  proceel  to  an  election. 
Me~srs  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Flyun  of  Wari  7,  and 
Fuller  of  Ward  15  were  aPiOint?;!  a  committee  io 
recaive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re^.oricd  as 
follow.- : 

Wliole  number  of  votes  cast 70 

N'lcessary  tor  choice 3 J 

Ward  1— John  Moble,  bC,  Daniel  J.  Sweauey,  BB; 
Cbarlcs  R.  McLean,  5. 

Ward  2— Jumis  L.  Toner,  70;  John  Dobert'-,  70. 

Ward  3— Joseph  All  1.11,  M;  Charles  H.  Bjanlnian,  5; 
E.  W.  James,  1. 

Ward  4— Martin  Dowbng,  60;  W.  S.  "ftliitney,  70. 

Ward  5 -Horace  borius,  ol;  Thomas  J.  Callahan,  37; 
EdwMi-d  J.  Holland,  li]  Daniel  J.  Courtii  y,  24;  John 
Douiiellv,  2;  .)obn  D.  Driseoll,  1;  William  Mjoiity,  b; 
K.  •'.  AUmaii,  1 ;  'llieo^liilus  Matiniiis,  1. 

Ward  6— John  T.  I'mic  %  57;  Emerson  CoDlid::re,  13. 

Ward  7— Dudley  Tray, 47;  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  65;  John 
H.  Mairiier,  27. 

Ward  8— Ira  D.  Davonport,  70. 

Ward  9— James  Standish,  70;  Francis  R.  Stoddard,  70. 

Ward  10-F.  S.  Riste.n,  VU. 

Ward  11— Geortie  W.  Skinner,  70. 
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Ward  la-Edward  W.  Dolan,  70. 

Ward  14-Elbridge  G.  Scott,  70;  WiUiam  H.  Mcintosh, 
65. 

Ward  15— Henry  A.Drake,  65;  Isaac  F.  Atwood,  51; 
Pett^r  Mulvev,  16;  Edward  Kellev,  7. 

Ward  10— John  Pierce,  64;  (Jeorge  W.  Conant,  61; 
E.  H.  R.  Ruggles,  64;  Robert  Vose,  Jr.,  8;  Michael 
Lvnch,  5;  Ohver  Hall,  4. 

"Ward  17— Henry  W.  Dickerman,  56;  George  O.  Cur- 
rier, 51;  Charles  J.Page,  17;  John  Prince,  1;  Alden 
Bartlett,  8;  Hugh  Kelly,  5;  James  M.  Stevens,  3. 

Ward  1!)— Jacob  F.  Taylor,  61;  Michael  Norton,  9. 

Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk,  70. 

Ward  21— A.  J.  Locke,  70. 

Ward  22 -D.  D.  Taylor,  70. 
And  the  thirty-three  gentlemen  having  the  neces- 
sary votes  were  declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  necessary  fur- 
niture and  .supplies  for  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment.   Passed. 

Order  to  pay  W.  Smith  and  P.  F.  McGaragle, 
for  the  erection  of  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett 
street,  $5000,  the  amount  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury on  account  of  insurance  on  the  building,  in 
excess  of  the  amount  advanced  by  the  city,  while 
the  work  was  in  progress.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.,  of 
$760;  to  that  for  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings,  |3300; 
to  that  for  House  of  Correction,  $10,000.    Passed. 

OLD    MATHER   SCHOOLHOUSB. 

The  order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  old 
Mather  Schoolbouse  from  its  present  position  to 
the  city  lot.  Highland  street,  came  up  under  the 
head  of  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  by 
Striking  out  the  order  appended  to  the  report  and 
to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  report  as 
amended  was  accepted. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  report  nominating  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Li- 
verus  Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Samuel  B.  Cruf  t  as  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  came  up  as  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  W;ird  5— When  I  offeied  the  report 
of  the  majorily  of  the  committee,  I  gave  notice 
of  my  intention  to  offer  a  minority  report  and  I 
take  occasion  to  do  so  now. 

Tlie  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  four  candidates  for  the 
Board  of  Overf  eers  of  the  Poor  to  take  the  places 
of  those  who  e  terms  of  service  expire  April  first, 
beg  leave  to  say,  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion with  which  we  are  clothed  by  our  appoint- 
ment, and  according  to  our  best  judgment  in  the 
premises,  we  do  not  feel  that  we  can  in  all  re- 
spects agree  with  our  associates  upon  the  com- 
mittee in  the  conclusions  arrived  nt  by  them.  We 
feel  it  to  be  our  duty,  in  the  light  of  the  experience 
of  the  past  and  the  facts  presented  by  the  demands 
of  the  present,  to  take  advantage  of  such  sug- 
gestions as  are  afforded  to  impiove  in  the 
future  the  management  and  control  of  the 
charities  to  be  dispensed  under  and  by  virtue  of 
our  municipal  authorities.  In  the  exercise  of 
the  prerogatives  with  which  the  overseers  under 
existing  laws  are  clothed  opportunities  are  often 
presented  for  arbitrary  exactions  from  the  weak 
though  deserving  poor  by  said  board  or  some  of 
its  members  or  officials ;  and  notable  instances 
have  occurred  in  this  direction,  which  have  not 
escaped  ob^ervation  and  criticism  by  individuals 
and  the  press ;  forcibly  reminding  reflecting  per- 
sons who  have  the  best  interests  of  humanity  as 
well  as  the  good  of  society  at  heart,  that  great  dis- 
cretion should  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  in- 
dividuals upon  whom  shall  devolve  the  dealing 
out  of  the  city's  charities. 

Kind  and  sympathetic  words  to  the  souls  of  the 
poor  and ui  fortunate  are  often  as  much  needed 
as  material  aid  and  food  for  the  body;  and  many 
an  one  has  been  saved  f .  onr  destruction  by  an  en- 
couraging word,  being  thereby  led  to  fet  1  that 
"the  world's  cold  charities"  when  thus  conveyed 
may  yet  help  him  to  h^lp  himself.  We  are  well 
aware  that  great  discretion  should  be  exercised  in 
the  distributions  of  the  charities  provided  by  the 
cities'  authority  lest  imposition  and  fraud  might 
be  frequent,  and  the  more  deserving  fare  not  so 
well  as  the  importunate ;  but  let  us  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  late  Mayor  on  the  soup  question, 
"better  that  some  unworthy  person  fhould  be 
aided,  than  that  one  worihy  person  should  suffer." 

The  undersigned  are  not  without  some  practical 
experience  in  the  line  of  charities,  and  the  care  of 
those  who  by  reason  of  mb  fortune  and  cii-cum- 
stance  are  without  the  physical  or  moral  force  or 
ability  to  protect  and  provide  for  themselv  es ;  and 


selves  of  the  general  public  opinion  regarding  the 
practical  way  of  improving  the  efficiency  of  the 
board,  and  of  bringing  it  more  directly  into  line 
■with  the  sentiment  and  judgment  of  the  times; 
and  have  been  irresistably  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  of  the  twelve  persons  constituting  the  "Board 
of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,"  three,  at  least,  if  not 
six,  should  be  women,  and  of  the  four  to  be  chosen 
thi<  year,  one  should  be  a  woman. 

It  ajjpears  to  us  that  in  no  sphere  in  life  can  the 
attributes  of  woman  be  better  applied  to  a  prac- 
tical demonstration ;  and  we  can  cite  cases  with- 
out number,  in  the  private  charitable  institutions 
of  our  own  city,  as  well  as  throughout  New  Eng- 
land who«e  boards  of  directors  are  composed 
largely  of  women;  some  of  which  boards  have 
much  larger  amounts  of  funds  at  their  disposal 
than  has  our  Board  of  Overseers. 

It  has  been  stated  by  some  that  the  City  Council 
has  no  more  right  by  law  to  elect  women  to  this 
board  than  have  the  people  to  elect  members  of 
the  school  board ;  but  such  statements  have  no 
foundation  in  fact,  and  come  only  from  those  who 
are  but  superficial  judges  of  law  or  logic.  What- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  laws  governing  elections 
by  the  people,  such  as  those  of  school  committees, 
they  have  no  relation  to  elections  by  city  councils 
— the  rights,  duties  and  respon-ibilities  of  the  lat- 
ter being  delegated  and  piovided  in  the  charter 
upon  the  same  general  principles  and  conditions 
as  are  granted  to  corporations;  "The  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  the  city  of  Boston,"  be- 
ing a  corporation,  chartered  more  than  a  century 
ago  (1772)  by  the  Legi  lature,  which  charter  was 
amended  in  1868,  providing  that  the  overseers 
shall  be  elected  by  The  City  Council. 

The  City  Council  has  the  same  rights  and  pow- 
ers to  elect  women  to  said  board  as  has  the  Scliool 
Committee  to  elect  women  as  teachers  in  the 
schools,  which  right  is  exercised  by  the  latter 
without  a  question. 

Now  we  trust  that  the  City  Council  will  agrfee 
with  us  in  making  this  slight  change  this  year, 
thus  allowing  the  opportunity  for  a  fair  tiial, 
being  ourselves  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  such  a 
change  will  inure  to  the  best  interest  of  society 
and  mlly  coiifonn  to  the  growing  sentiment  of  the 
age ;  and  that  it  will  result  in  a  decided  impiove-. 
ment  in  the  management  of  the  board,  and  in  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  the  public,  we  are  full  of  hope 
and  confidence. 

"True  hope  is  swift,  and  flies  with  swallow  wings; 
Kings  it  makes  gods,  and  meantr  crcaturts  kings.' 

The  lady  we  have  selected  has  had  very  great  ex- 
perience in  this  particular  bne  of  chaiities,  as 
is  well  known,  for  several  years  past  in 
this  city,  and  fo.  merly  for  several  years  in  New 
York  city,  having  there  acted  as  a  missionary  in 
deeds  of  charity,  and  we  are  ei.tirely  confivient 
that  no  person,  male  or  fi  male,  can  or  will  more 
satisfactorily  peiform  the  duties  required  in  this 
important  trust,  should  she  be  chosen. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  election  of  the 
following-named  persons:  Thomas  C.  Am0i.y,  Li- 
yerus  Hull,  Lydia  M.  Warner,  Ira  Allen. 

Geo.  a.  Shaw. 
S.  C.  Perkins. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  report 
was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Joseph 
Kiihns  et  al.,  that  the  walks  in  Orchard  j  ark  may 
be  gravelled  and  graded  and  a  iievv  fence  put 
rouml  it.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Ralph 
Haskins  e<  aL,  that  Maywooil  and  Savin  stieets 
may  he  accepted.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Streets. 

REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  AVard  14,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Armories — Reports  on  petitions  of 
Company  G,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  and 
Company  C,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  Massachu- 
setts Volunteer  Militia,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  i)aid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Compaijy 
G,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No. 
11  City  square,  in  the  Charlestowii  District,  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  begin- 
ning on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1874;  :  aid 
sum  to  be  charged  to  'the  Appiopiiation  for 
AiTnories. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Comi  any 
C,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M".  V.  M.,  at  the 
coiner  of  High  and  Pearl  streets,  in  the  Charles 
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ning  on  the  first   Monday  in   January,  1874 ;  said 
Slim  to  be  cliai'ged   to   the    appropriation   for  ar- 
mories. 
'    R  'ad  once 

By  Mr.  Fuller  of  Ward  15,  lor  the  Committee  on 
the  .Iiidiciaiy — Renort  ou  orilerto  obtninthe  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  elifzibilicy  of  E. 
B.  Spinnc  y  and  A.  G.  Wymau  to  the  office  of  first 
assi>tant-assesKor.  'I'lie  City  Solicitor  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  section  referred  to  in  the  order 
has  no  api  lication  to  tlie  eligibility  of  the  gentle- 
men above  named  to  the  office.  The  report  was 
acceptetl. 

By  Mr.  Tease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Water— I'eport  (lenve  to  withdraw) 
on  peiition  of  Daniel  McDavitt,  for  an  abatement 
of  water  tax.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  fease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Water— Report,  in  part,  on  po  much 
of  reporc  of  Water  Registrar,  in  relation  to 
changes  in  the  present  water  rates,  recommending 
the  passnge  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legi  lature,  now  in  session,  for 
, the  passage  of  an  act  requiiing  i  lumbers  doing 
busiiicss  in  the  city  of  Boston  to  obtain  a  licence 
f  lom  the  board  or  1  oards  hiving  charge  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  water  in  said  city,  and  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  make  ^uch  oidinances  or  rules  and 
regulations  in  relation  to  the  use  of  water  fixtures 
as  it  may  deem  expedient. 

By  Mr.AVest  of  Ward  IB- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  re(iuesle<l  to  consider  and  report  as  to  the 
expediency  of  the  employment  of  a  permanent 
architect. 

I'assed. 

By  Mr.  Pense  of  Ward  1 — 

Ordered,  That  the  citizens  of  Ward  19  be  allowed 
to  erect  a  railroad  station  near  the  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  on  the  Woonsocket  Division  of  I  he  'New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  on  laud  belonging 
to  the  city  of  JSoston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

By  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— Ordered,  that  the 
salary  of  an  atlditional  assi'-taut  in  the  office  of 
the  C  ity  iMesseiiger  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $-100  per 
annum,  beginning  on  ihe  20tl;  of  January  last; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Salaries. 

The  rules  were  suspended — 42  for,  0  against — on 
mo  ion  of  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10,  and  the  order 
was  passed. 

By  Mr.  Abltott  of  Ward  3— 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  many  false  alarms 
of  flie  lalely  given,  thus  uselessly  calling  out  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  Fire  De,iartment,  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  request- 
ed to  consider  the  expe  dency  of  so  altering  the 
locks  in  the  alarm  boxes  that  when  an  alarm  is 
given  the  key  ih:it  opens  the  box  will  remain  in 
the  lock  till  released  by  those  having  in  charge  a 
duplicate  key. 

Referred  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

FIKE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  wh-'reby  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Tlie  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Crowley  moved  the  report  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  1  iru  Department. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  upon  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— What  is  the  point  in  the 
report? 

Mr.Crowley  of  Ward  7— They  require  an  increase 
in  the  department  of  150  men,  and  the  Committee 
on  Fire  department  would  like  to  have  tiuder  con- 
sideration what  appropriation  ihey  might  require. 
That  is  the  ol  .iect  of  the  reference  I  propose. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— What  is  the  amount  of  the 
appro ijriaiion  tliey  require  for  the  current  year? 

The  President  read  the  part  of  the  report  in 
reference  to  a  change  in  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Sliaw  of  Ward  5— The  report,  1  think,  had 
better  lie  upsn  the  table.  If  1  understand  it  cor- 
rec^tly,  the  ordinance  re(piires  them  to  make  cer- 
tain statistics  ()f  tlie  appiopriation  before  the  IStli 
of  February.  Tliey  may  have  done  so,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  they  have,  and  if  they  have  we  have  no 
knowledge  of  it.  Again,  another  article  requires 
something  with  regard  to  submitting  the  estimates 
to  the  C  onimittee  on  Fire  Dei)artinent.  Now,  I  have 
been  informed  within  a  day  or  two,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  inre  Department  have  not  iJassed  upon 
the  statistics,  or  even  seen  them.  It  seems  tnat 
the  Commissioners  have  not  comijlied  with  *he 
ordinance.  iMeuibers  of  the  committee  can  state 
wheiher  this  is  so  or  not,  and  1  should  be  glad 
to  know  the  facts. 
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tory,  in  addition  to  those  in  the  city  proper,  and 
the  board  want  the  number  cut  down  to  150,  and 
they  want  an  ordinance  to  effect  it.  So  far  as  the 
ordinance  goes,  to  which  the  gentleman  refers,  I 
cannot  get  any  direct  information  in  regard  to  it. 
I  am  a  little  at  a  loss  myself  to  understand  the 
matter.  It  has  been  discu  sed  by  the  committee, 
and  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  clearly  un- 
derstand it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — The  present  ordinance 
provides  that  the  Fire  Department  shall  consist  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty  men.  If  the  commissioners 
see  the  necessity  of  making  the  number  seven 
hundred,  I  see  no  objection  to  it  going  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
estimates  of  the  commissioners  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Committee  on  1'  ire  Department.  They 
should  be,  and  unless  the  estimates  are  approved 
by  that  committee  the  Joint  Committee  on  Apjjro- 
priations  will  not  pass  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— My  object  was,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  Committee  on  1'  ire  Dejiartment  are  not 
to  know  what  is  being  done.  1,  for  one,  cannot 
understand  whether  the  Commi>sioners  have 
been  doing  anything  or  not.  I  want  to  know 
whether  they  "aie  an  autocratic  power  or  not. 
I  am  as  much  to  blame,  perhaps,  as  any 
one  else  for  the  organization  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  1  want  to  know  whether  or  not  they 
are  responsible  to  the  people.  I  understand 
that  citizens  have  called  at  their  door  and  have 
found  "private"  marked  on  the  door.  If  the 
people  are  to  be  kept  out  I  want  to  know  about  it. 
If  the  committee  are  unable  to  give  the  informa- 
tion, it  is  quite  time  that  some  ordinance  should 
be  framed  so  that  the  information  can  be  ob- 
tained. I  have  been  told  by  responsible  parties 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners  are  to  ask  for  4;750,00O 
for  this  year.  I  do  not  know  but  that  is  all  right: 
I  sui)pose  it  is,  but  the  oiily  way  for  me  to  find 
out  is  through  the  committee,  i  have  asked  the 
committee,  and  they  say  they  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it.  1  argued  in  favor  of  a  Fire  Com- 
mission because  1  thought  it  Avould  be  an  econom- 
ical system,  but  I  have  yet  to  see  anything  of 
economy  or  action.  I  should  like  to  get  some  in- 
formation from  some  source.  1  have  asked  the 
gentlemen  upon  my  right  and  left.  We  are  en- 
titled to  that  iiiforination,  and  ouglit  to  have  it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — The  oniinance  provides 
that  their  estimates  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department.  They  should 
have  been  submitted  before  this.  Also,  it  pro- 
vides that  the  committee  shall  exairine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  commissioners  once  a  month.  That 
is  all  the  committee  has  to  do.  As  to  their  having 
"piivate"  on  the  door,  I  do  not  wonder  at 
that.  They  are  at  woik,  and  do  not  want 
to  be  interrupted.  I  think  it  is  better  not  to  believe 
all  these  stories  we  haar.  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  talk  about  the  commissioners,  but  I  do  not 
believe  hardly  any  of  it.  It  is  time  enough  to  find 
fault  when  they  do  anything  wrong.  That  report 
should  go  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The 
commissioners  have  no  power  to  employ  men 
without  the  ordinance  is  changed. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — Why  should  not  the  re- 
port go  to  tlie  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
who  will  obtain  the  necessary  information?  and 
then,  if  proper,  it  can  go  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  think  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Dejiartuient  will  be  able  to  give  the  Coun- 
cil some  information  next  week.  At  the  meeting 
this  week  the  commissioners  had  not  made  up 
their  estimates,  but  1  presume  that  at  the  next 
meeting  they  will  give  tlie  committee  more  light. 

The  motion  to  table  and  print  was  rejecteu  20 
for  21  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  the  reference  of  the 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  object  to  the  ref- 
erence if  it  can  be  shown  that  there  is  anything  to 
be  gained  by  it.  1  do  not  object  to  their  looking 
into  the  matter.  All  that  's  wanted  is  an  ordi- 
nance making  the  department  consist  of  seven 
hundre<l  men  instead  of  five  hundred  and  fifty. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  that  the 
same  disposition  should  be  made  of  all  the  reports 
coming  from  these  commissioners  as  are  made 
with  others.  Wlien  a  report  conies  from  the  Board 
of  Health  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health,  and  then  reported  back  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. It  is  nothing  more  than  fair  that  this  refer- 
ence should  be  made. 

Mr.  West  of  AVard  16—1  do  not  object  to  the  ref- 
erence, but  we  frequently  complain  of  delays. 
This  reference  will  make  another  week  of  delay ; 
that  is  all. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3  the  Council 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    SO,    1874. 


A  special  meetiug  of  the  Board  of  Al'lermen 
was  held  at  two  o'clack  F.  M.,  at  the  call  of  the 
Mayor. 

The  Board  took  up  the  order  passed  by  the  Com- 
mon C'otincil,  last  evening-,  requesting  his  Honor 
he  Mayor  to  petition  the'  Leg;i>  lature  for  the  pass- 
age of  an  act  authorizing  the  Board  to  require 
plumljers  to  be  licensed,  and  to  regulate  the  con- 
struction of  water  fixtures  in  dwellings  and  man- 
ufactories. 

The  question  was  on  passing  the  order  in  con- 
currence. 

Alilerman  Hall  said  he  did  not  feel  like  voting 
for  a  measure  of  this  kind  unless  it  was  fully  ex- 
plained. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  order  looked  too  much 
like  a  job,  and  gave  the  Boston  Board  too  much 
power.  It  interfered  in  a  measure  with  private 
rights,  and  would  prevent  citizens  from  hiring 
such  mf  chanics  as  they  jileased. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins  s'aiil  that  it  was  a  measure 
which  had  been  adopted  by  other  cities,  and 
worked  wrll. 

Aldermsn  Cutter  said  it  would  have  no  better 
effect  ihm  licencing  saloon  keepers  woul  1  have. 
The  licensing  of  the  latter  did  not  improve  the 
quality  of  the  food  in  the  least  degree. 

By  general  consent  Mr.  Davis,  the  Water  Regis- 
trar, explained  that  the  course  proposed  was  neces- 
sary in  order  that  the  city  may  not  be  obliged  to 
call  upon  other  cities  or  towns  for  an  additional 
supply  of  water.  A  great  wa  te  of  water  was  tak- 
ing idace  because  of  iiii)ieifect  plumbing.  The 
"Hopper  closets,"  of  which  there  were  about  16,- 
000  in  the  city,  occasioned  a  great  waste,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  prevent  this  waste  from  all 
Fources  in  order  to  retain  a  full  supidy  for 
the  enlarged  city.  In  reply  to  questions,  Mr. 
Davis  said  the  consumption  of  water  average  18,- 
000,000  gallons  a  day,  and  the  natural  increase  of 
consumption  was  eight  per  cent,  each  year.  The 
full  supply  was  being  used  and  it  woul  1  require  four 
years  to  perfect  arrangements  f  or  a  su  rply  from  any 
of  the  sources  already  propo-ed.  If  the  waste  is  not 
prevented  in  Boston,  a  supply  mut  be  obtained 
from  Cambridge,  and  that,  even,  woul  Ibe  limited. 
Only  by  a  proper  mode  of  fixtures  can  the  city  be 
saved  from  a  lack  of  water  from  present  available 
sources  of  supply.  The  people  can  be  educated  to 
believe  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  allowing 
water  to  run  to  waste  all  night  with  a  heavy  stream 
flowing  from  the  pipes.  Recently  the  waste  of 
water  was  so  great  in  South  Boston  that  many  of 
the  people  were  left  without  a  supply.  There 
were  20,000  fixtures  in  South  Boston  and  eight 
men  were  employed  to  inspect  the  fixtures,  caus- 
ing an  expen  e  which  would  not  be  necessary  if 
the  plumbing  was  perfect  and  people  educated  up 
to  the  belief  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  such 
a  waste  as  was  at  present  being  had. 

Alderman  Cutter  oiiposed  the  order,  and  said  a 
hardship  woul  I  he  inflicted  if  it  passed.  The 
owners  of  tenements  and  dwellings  would  charge 
the  expense  of  changing  fixtures  upon  the  people 
who  occupied  the  buddings,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  a  hardship  would  I)e  placed  upon  poor  peoj  le 
which  they  should  not  be  compflled  to  endure. 
He  believed  in  dealing  liberally  with  citizens,  and 
particularly  with  poor  people.  The  order  under 
consideration  was  sprung  upon  the  (  ouncil,  and 
had  its  nature  been  fully  understood  he  doubted 
that  it  would  have  pass  'd  in  the  other  branch.  He 
hoped  the  good  sense  of  the  Aldermen  would  lead 
them  to  vote  against  this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott  was  aware  that  a  great  waste 
was  taking  place,  and  measures  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  it.  This  could  only  be  done  by  some 
course  of  action  similar  to  that  proj/osed  in  the 
order.  Such  a  measure  would  not  be  a  hardship 
to  any  class.  No  one  i.s  allowed  to  give  a  concert 
until  "he  conies  here  for  a  license;  boys  are  not 
to  bJack  boots  without  a  license,  'ihe  custom 
does  not  work  arbitrarily.  After  the  state- 
ments made  to  the  Board  by  the  Water  Reg- 
istrar, it  does  seem  an  imperative  necessity, 
in  ovei  looking  the  interests  of  the  city,  to 
save  this  water  from  being  wasted.  Four 
or  Lfive  millions  of   gallons  run   to  waste  daily. 


Why  is  it  that  the  instant  you  put  in  meters  par 
ties  will  shut  off  the  water?  It  is  because  they 
save  expense.  Look  at  the  hotels  of  Boston. 
They  are  saving  of  the  water  because  every  gallon 
runs  through  the  meters  which  have  been  jjut  in 
these  large  establishments,  and  has  to  be  paid  for. 
If  the  water  were  as  free  as  in  many  places  they 
coul  I  use  a  million  gallons  and  not  feel  it;  they 
woul  1  not  then  use  the  fixtures  that  they  do  now. 
They  put  on  these  self-closing  stop  cocks,  and  all 
departments  of  the  house  get  along  Mcll.  The 
amount  of  water  wasted  is  immense.  We  all 
know  it,  an  1,  after  the  statement  just  made,  we 
should  take  eveiy  safeguard  to  prevent  it. 
I  have  often  thought  of  this  thing  myself,  that 
plumbers  are  allowed  to  go  into  houses  and  put 
Oil  anything  they  choose,  so  that  one  hundred 

fnllous  would  be  used  where  five  would  suffice, 
f tor  the  statements  made  I  feel  justified  in  vot- 
ing for  the  order.  In  every  other  city  in  New  Eng- 
land there  are  just  such  provisions  as  these. 

Alderman  Bower  thought  the  matter  too  impor- 
tant to  be  decided  in  such  a  hasty  manner,  and  did 
not  place  much  reliance  in  what  other  cities  do. 
Other  cities  do  tilings  which  Boston  would  not  tol- 
erate. This  may  be  a  measure  which  woidd  be 
arbitrary,  make  mischief  and  cause  damage  to 
the  property  of  many  poor  people.  It  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  have  been  considered  by  the  Water 
Board. 

Facts  and  figures  should  be  produced,  instead  of 
questions  which  Mr.  Uavis  did  not  know  he  was 
going  to  he  asked.  The  Water  Board  should  tell 
us  ju  t  what  they  want.  We  may  pass  something 
t  :at  woid  I  make  a  monopoly  of  the  work  and 
work  a  great  hardship  to  many  citizens  of  Boston. 
Mr.  Davis  says  only  respectable  plumbers  should 
be  licenced.  I  do  not  see  how  that  will  do.  Any 
man  is  liable  to  do  improper  work.  It  may 
be  proper  to  do  something,  but  it  seems 
that  the  Water  Board  should  compel  people 
asking  for  water  to  give  i.otice  so  that  the  board 
coul  I  have  something  to  say  as  to  the  sort  of 
waterworks  to  be  )iut  in.  That  board,  I  think, 
must  have  pow  er,  where  they  see  fixtures  in  a 
house,  .ilniost  ceitain  from  its  construction  to  en- 
danger the  bursting  of  pipes  and  cause  a  waste  of 
water.  I  do  not  see  l)ut  they  have  a  right  to  take 
away  the  water  from  such  a  jdace ;  they  certainly 
have  the  right  to  prevent  the  water  from  being 
wasted.  1 1  liiiik  the  order  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  Water  Board,  and  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  it  l)e  referred  to  that  board. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins  said  Ihe  subject  had  already 
been  before  the  Water  Board,  and  this  order  is  the 
re  lilt  of  their  consideration.  Last  year  the  whole 
matter  was  ri f erred  to  them;  they  employed  two 
hydraulic  engineers  to  investigate  the  water  sup- 
ply, and  the  matter  of  leakages  was  referred  to 
the  water  registrar,  whose  report  has  been 
before  the  City  Council  for  two  months,  be- 
ing a  part  of  City  Document  No.  134  of  1873.  It 
is  barely  possible  that  fome  members  may  not 
know  what  the  Cochituate  AVater  Board  has  been 
doing;  if  all  reports  be  true,  that  board  has  been 
run  very  loosely,  and  it  needs  looking  after.  The 
report  of  Mr.  D.avis  was  made  in  answer  to  an  or- 
der of  the  City  Council  on  this  very  subject.  This 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Sudbury  or  Mystic 
river  schemes;  it  is  simply  to  save  water 
ei  ough  to  get  along  with  until  a  sufficient 
supply  is  introduced  from  some  quarter.  No  hard- 
ship will  be  done  to  the  plumbers  by  the  simple 
passage  of  the  order. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  said   that  whatever  the  Water 
Board  may  be  at  the  present  time,  he  believed  th 
genllenian  from  Ward  8  had  the  honor  of   making 
the  nominations  this  year  and  last. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins 'replied  that  he  did  not  last 
year. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  nominations  were 
made  to  this  Board,  and  therefore  this  Board  is 
responsible  for  any  inefficiency  of  the  Water  Board 
and  for  electing  incompetent  men  to  places  on 
that  board,  although  he  did  not  know  that  he  was 
ready  to  say  that  the  board  is  incompetent, 
or  that  it  is  any  less  competent  than  the 
board  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
8  belongs — Ihe  directors  of  ferries.  He  under- 
stood that  boats  had  been  damaged  several  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  no  one  had  been  held  responsi- 
1  le  for  it.  But  let  all  that  pass.  There  is  no  per- 
fect board  existing.  The  Water  Board  was  estab- 
lished for  some  purpose  or  other.  The  same  rea- 
son exists  today  as  when  it  was  established.  You 
can  abolish  it  if  you  choose.  The  members  of  that 
board  do  a  great  deal  of  business,  which  occu- 
pies considerable  time,  and  hear  a  great  many 
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complaints  from  citizens.  From  his  own  experi- 
ence as  an  owner  of  real  estate  in  tliis  city,  he 
"was  confirmed  in  the  opinion  thnt  an  order 
■of  this  kind  ought  not  to  pass.  When  he  was 
elected  on  the  Water  Board,  he  thought  it  would 
not  do  to  let  water  run  to  waste  in  his  house,  and 
he  gave  notice  to  his  tenants  that  they  must  not 
do  so.  The  consequence  was  that  it  was  all  frozen 
up.  The  pipes  would  burst,  and  sometimes  they 
would  run  all  day  and  night,  Sundays,  and  nobody 
know  it.  In  his  jurigment  more  water  was  wasted 
by  the  bursting  of  pipes  than  in  trying  to  save 
water.  He  knew  that  the  water  closet  IVIr.  Davis 
speaks  of  is  going  to  cost  something  like  t  wenty-flve 
or  thirty  dollars  m  excess  of  the  present  style.  They 
have  got  to  be  put  in  at  the  expense  of  some- 
body, and  you  know  that  such  expenses  are  most- 
ly imposed  upon  real  estate.  The  owners  of  per- 
sonal property  shirk  it.  Therefore  it  becomes  this 
Oovernment  hot  to  impose  such  a  tax  upon  real 
estate.  If  this  order  had  been  so  judicious  why 
did  not  they  bring  it  here  in  proper  season,  so  that 
it  might  have  proper  consideration,  and  not  bring 
it  in  at  the  last  minute,  jump  it  through  the  oth- 
er branch  and  then  through  this  Board.  This  is 
no  new  subject  and  need  not  be  rushed  through 
the  Legislature  this  year ;  the  members  of  the 
Board  are  hardly  ready  to  vote  for  it,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  refer  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  gentleman  had 
twice  intimated  that  this  order  had  been  forced 
upon  the  Board  by  the  Committee  on  Water. 
Now,  what  are  the  facts?  This  report  was  pre- 
sented to  this  Board  by  the  Alderman  himself. 
Instead  of  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water, 
he  moved  that  it  be  placed  upon  file.  It 
was  supposed  to  be  placed  on  file  two  or 
three  weeks,  when  the  question  was  asked 
why  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
was  not  called  to  it.  It  was  answered  that 
the  member  of  the  Water  Board  moved  that  it  be 
placed  upon  file,  though  for  what  reason  he  alone 
best  knew.  An  order  was  subsequently  intro- 
duced for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the 
subject.  They  met  yesterday.  The  order  parsed 
the  Council  last  night,  and  this  meeting  is  called 
today  that  the  act  may  be  passed  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  was  the  first  time  he 
knew  of  that;  he  presumed  the  chairman  made 
such  disposition  of  the  report  as  he  saw  fit.  He 
supposed  he  himself  made  a  motion  to  send  the 
report  down.  He  had  not  said  a  word  about  or 
made  any  reflections  upon  the  Committee  on 
Water,  and  did  not  intend  to. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  question  was 
taking  a  very  wide  range,  which  seemed  hardly 
proper  at  the  time.  We  are  asking  that  the  Legis- 
lature may  give  us  power  for  certain  purposes.  It 
is  possible,  and  very  probable,  that  we  shall  not 
wish  to  use  it  after  we  get  it.  The  fact  is  demom- 
strated  by  the  Registrar  that  we  are  losing 
four  or  five  million  gallons  a  day.  He  says 
we  must  save  it,  and  states  that  we  can- 
not save  it  now;  we  must  go  to  the  Legislat- 
ure. The  question  is  whether  we  should  pass  this 
order  and  get  the  power,  and  to  that  question  at- 
tention should  be  confined.  Give  us  the  power 
and  then  it  will  be  time  e.  ough  for  the  Aldermen 
from  Wards  6  and  12  to  discuss  that  question.  He 
hoped  they  would  pass  this  order  and  get  the 
power. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  see  that  the  subject 
had  ever  been  before  the  Water  Board.    The  re- 
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talks  of  two  kinds  of  water  closets— one 
so  much  and  another  lessj  but  it  does 
not  speak  of  any  recommendations.  Nobody 
even  knows  but  what  the  Water  Board 
have  sufficient  power  to  regulate  this  matter 
now.  It  looks  very  Improbable  that  the  Water 
Board  is  compelled  to  put  the  water  into  a  house 
where  the  fixtures  are  of  suchji  nature  that  they 
will  not  stand.  It  is  ridiculous"  to  think  th.it  they 
have  not  power  to  regulate  such  an  evil.  The 
Water  Board  are  the  proper  ones  to  come  here  and 
state  what  is  to  be  recommended. 

The  report  does  not  treat  the  question  at  all;  the 
matter  ref  Tred  to  those  engineers  was  nothing  of 
this  kind.  They  were  to  go  into  the  countiy  and 
examine  the  Mystic  Water  Works  and  report 
upon  the  supply  from  there,  and  they  have  done 
it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  referred  Aldeiman  Power  to 
the  fir  t  page  of  the  report. 

Alderman  1  ower  said,  he  felt  that  the  Water 
Board  must  have  power  to  control  the  worlcs,  and 
they  are  not  obliged  to  put  water  in  a  house  where 
the  fixtures  are  such  that  the  water  will  run  to 
waste.  If  any  man  in  the  employ  of  that  l;oard 
knows  that  the  works  are  wroug  and  does  not  re- 
port them,  he  shoul  1  be  discharged. 

Alderman  Worthii  gton  referred  to  previous 
opinions  of  the  C  ity  Solicitor,  that  the  1  oard  was 
obliged  to  put  water  into  houses  when  called  upon, 
even  if  the  water  runs  to  waste.  He  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  Chair 
stated  that  the  question  was  on  passing  the  order. 

Al  lei  man  Brooks  inquired  what  became  of  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  refer  to  the  Water 
Board. 

The  Chairman  said  the  previous  question  cuts 
off  all  other  motions. 

ALlerman  Cutter  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
rule. 

The  Chairman  said  there  was  no  rule  in  regard 
to  the  previous  quei-tion  in  this  Board,  but  it  is 
the  custom  in  all  legislative  bodies  that  the  previ- 
ou''  question  takes  precedence  of  all  others. 

Alderman  Brooks  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  pasted,  as  follow  : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  (  lark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Pre'cott,  Siebbins,  W oithington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

A  Merman  Stebbins  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  and  Alderman  Prescott  called 
for  the  pre  rious  que-tion,  and  it  was  ordered. 

Al  leiman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Brooks  moveu  to  adjourn. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  said  he  would  not  oppose  the 
order,  except  that  a  member  of  the  Council  had 
said  if  it  hid  been  ki  own  what  it  was  it  would  not 
have  passed  that  branch. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  and  the  Board 
voted  not  to  recons'der- yeas  5,  nays  7. 
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By  Aldern  i-  etcis— Petition  of  Company  A, 
First  Regimen'  rfaLtiy,  for  new  armory.  Refer- 
red to  Committe     ;nAii   ories. 

Petition  of  T.  C.  '  5we.  to  move  and  occupy  small 
Stable  at  62  Sarato:^  street,  Ea-t  Boston.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Health. 

Petition  of  H.  E.  Cobb  for  auctioneer's  license. 
Referred  to  Committee  ou  Licences. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OLBOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    34,    1874. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,his  Honor 
Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 

EXECIITIVE  APPOINTMENTS  CONFIRMED, 

Spejial  Police  Officers— Edward  Meloney,  No.  7 
Green  street  and  its  vicinity;  William  S.  Tutile, 
corner  Kneeland  and  Federal  streets  and  its  vicin- 
ity; M.  Shepard  Bolles,  Spring,  street,  West  Rox- 
hury. 

PETITIONS  KEFERBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Theckla  Muhe, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damage  on  Green  street, 
Ward  17. 

Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  that  the  grade  of  Halleck 
Btreet  may  be  fixed  at  grade  18,  from  Ruggles 
street,  south,  and  that  Halleck  street  be  filled  to 
grade  from  Ruggles  street  to  Prentiss  street. 

Orsamus  Nute,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  with  salt 
water  certain  streets  and  squares  between  Wal- 
thim  and  Newton  strrets. 

Hiram  Ames  et  al.,  for  construction  of  a  retain- 
ing wall  at  the  end  of  Yarmouth  street. 

John  Tibbets  et  al.,  that  the  "Town  way"  in 
Charlestown  be  graded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Zelotes  Prince,  to 
fee  paid  for  injuries  to  himself  and  wagon  from  an 
alleged  iiefect  in  Paris  street. 

William  hlms,  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered, 
the  town  of  West  Roxbury  as  road  master. 

Jane  Wool,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received  by 
allege!  defect  in  Eastern  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  JJealth  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mrs.  J.  Montaine,  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  Everett  sireet,Allston,  about 
350  feet  from  River  street. 

Perkins  &  Currier,  to  occupy  a  v/ooden  stable 
for  eight  horses  on  Paris  street,  next  to  corner  of 
Brooks  stieet. 

Rt.  R?v.  John  J.  Williams,  to  move  and  occupy 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Harrison  avenue  (Cathe- 
dral lot). 

J.  E.  Swan,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  in  Auburn 
street,  near  Fields's  Corner,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Comtnittee  on  Streets.  J.  C.  Stimpson, 
executor,  for  abatement  of  Cottage-street  better- 
ment (Wad  16). 

2'o  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Alexander  and 
John  McLaren,  for  a  sewer  in  a  portion  of  Prince- 
ton street. 

William  Sayward  et  at.,  for  sewer  in  Bird  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  George  W.  HoUis,  for  leave  to  erect 
■wooden  building  on  Western  avenue,  Ward  17,  be- 
yond the  legal  uimenfions. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  Board  took  u^p  i  he  order  of  notice  for  a  hear- 
ing on  the  proposed  removal  of  a  tree  on  the  side- 
walk on  the  south  side  of  Waverley  street.  There 
being  no  objection,  the  subject  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  L.  E.  Pearson,  late  Treasurer  of  the 
city  of  Charlestown,  §110  for  forty-four  police 
badges,  returned  to  him  by  former  members  of  the 
Police  Department  of  that  city.    Passed. 

PAPER'S   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL,. 

Petitions  of  Ralph  Haskins  and  Joseph  Moon  et 
al.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  in  favor  of  the  removal  and 
fitting  wp  of  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse,  at  a  cost 
of  $9j00,  to  be  provided  for  in  the  next  financial 
year.  Amended,  in  concurrence,  by  striking  out 
the  last  clause  in  the  report,  and  by  striking  out 
the  order.    The  report  as  amended  was  accepted. 

Order  to  allow  the  citizens  of  Ward  19  to  erect  a 
railroad  station  near  Chestnut-HiU  Reservoir. 
R  ferred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  lo.ks  on  the  fire-al  irm  boxes,  so  as  to  prevent 
false  alarms  of  fire.  Referred  to  Board  of  Fire 
Comm  Esioners. 

Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  Dan- 
iel McDavitt,  for  abatement  of  water  tax.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  to  fix  salary  of  additional  assistant  to 
City  Messenger,  at  1400  per  annum.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Pu.tlic  Buildings  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  employing  a  permanent 
architect.    Passed. 

The  Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  came  up  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department 
instead  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  On 
motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  concurred. 

ELECTION    OF  FIRST   ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

Certificate  of  election  of  A.  G.  Wyman  as  First 
Assistant-Assessor  by  the   Common    Council,   in- 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  e'ection. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  authorized  to  with- 
draw the  name  of  James  Dennie. 

Aldermen  Harris  and  Peters  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  ihey  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

A.  G.  Wy man  had 9 

Christopher  A.  Connor 1 

W.  Gallag her 1 

James  Dennie 1 

And  A.  G. Wyman  was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

THE  FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert J  Gilkie  f  or  a  loan  of  $300  fiOmthe  Franklin 
Fund. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  a 
joint  special  committee  of  three,  and  Alaermen 
Power,  Cutter  and  Prescott  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

LAND  OF    BOSTON  COLLEGE. 

The  report  and  order  for  removal  of  so  much  of 
the  restriction  on  lands  of  trustees  of  Boston  Col- 
lege as  will  permit  said  trustees  to  build  witliin 
seven  feet  of  James  stred  ,  instead  of  ten  feet,  as 
heiCtofore  provided,  came  from  the  Common 
Council  amended  bj  the  substitution  of  an  order 
in  a  dillerent  form. 

Aldeiman  Kmery — So  far  as  this  substitute  for 
the  original  order,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  is  concerned,  I  ao  not  favor 
concurrence  with  the  other  br;inch.  'J  he  oiiginal 
order  was  drawn  wiih  the  unanimous  approval  of 
the  committee,  and,  subsequen.ly,  subinitied  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  who  approved  io.  There  can  be 
no  quettion  that  the  oiig.nal  order  is  unobjection- 
able, and  is  better  than  th«  cubstitute.  it  was 
passed  upon  by  the  commiotee,  and  1  hope  this 
Board  will  afdiere  to  their  former  action,  and 
that  this  substitute  will  not  be  adopted.  Tlitre  is 
not  the  slightest  danger  to  the  rights  of  the  city. 
The  order  is  so  framed  tliat  the  city's  rights  a^e 
entirely  guarded  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  any 
injury  coming  to  any  party  living  upon  any  of  the 
sticets  in  the  vicinity,  it  is  only  a  lemoialof 
three  feet  from  what  the  original  order  allowed. 
I  was  very  much  surprised  tiiat  there  was  any 
substitute  proposed  in  the  other  branch.  'I he 
gentleman  who  made  that  proposition  was  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  committee  and  had  laige 
consideration  giVen  to  his  views  as  he  put  them  lO 
the  committee.  They  gave  him  every  opportunity 
and  the  order  was  clianged  so  as  to  meet  his  ap- 
proval in  some  thirgs  that  were  deemed  unneces- 
sary by  the  other  members  of  the  commie  ee,  a..d 
it  \vas'^-upposed  that  everything  was  satisfactory. 
Other  members  of  the  commiutee  will,  I  thiuK, 
hear  me  out  in  the  position  I  have  taken. 

The  Board  voted  to  non-concur  in  the  passage  of 
the  substitute. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  on  petition  of  Boston  Music  Hall 
Association  et  al.,  J.  Sturgis  1  otter  et  al.,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accoaipanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  court  leading  from  Winter 
street  to  the  Boston  Music  Hall,  heretofore  known 
as  Central  i  lace,  be  hereafter  called  and  known 
as  "Music-Hall  place." 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  J.  Stur- 
gis Potter  to  place  a  shaft  across  and  above  Per- 
kins street,  upon  condition  that  he  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving  the  city 
harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  uamages, 
costs  and  expenses  on  account  of  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  erectii.g  ana  maintaining  of 
said  shaf  0  across  said  Perkins  street;  also  upon 
condition  that  he  shall  remove  said  shaft  wnen 
ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  fill  with  a^hes  the  city  wharf  lot  on 
Medford  street,  Charlestown.  Estimated  co^t. 
$2000. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  \o  repair  tlie  Longwood-avenue  Bridge 
according  to  plans  and  specifications  drawn  by 
the  City  Engineer ;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving. 

Reau  once. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  appropriated  for  the  re- 
pair of  the  Dartmouth-street  Bridge  the  sum  of 
$292  48,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $3000,  appropri- 
ated for  said  repair  December  10,1873;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 
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damages  on  Shawmut  avenue,  Ib  W.aj'd  17,  by  the 
laisiiipof  the  grade  of  sniil  avenue  by  the  select-, 
men  I  f  Wet^t  Roxbuiy  in  1873.  ^       ,  , 

Uead  oi.ce.  '  ','■/) 

,.  I^y  Aldeiman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Se'N\er.'-— 

Ordered,  Tlint  the  sum  of  iiriG  54  is  hereby  as- 
sc-ised  ui  on  'Ihoniiis  I'arker  fyr  a  sewer  on  C.ata>v- 
biisircet;  tlmt  SrlG  53  t.e  abated  fioni  the  asfesg- 
ment  levied  ui^on  Alfred  T^  (iray's '  he  rs  ffir'a 
sewer  in  Ft...Janies  ,street;  that  ^112  C8  be  abated 
from  Cook,  .Jordan  &  Morte  for  a>ewer  in  Wairen 
strt*et,  and  )irr>()  34  be  a  hessed  upon  James  F.  Dean 
aiul  lifBG  34  upon  David  Haynes.  A. 

Head  on-.e.  .     .     .-. 

liy  Aliiermnn  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  rteorih— Reports  granting  the  api>licationS"of 
Howard :L.  Ilayford,  lo  (oustiuct  C( liar  below 
grade;  John  Denvir,  John  K.  A\  il  on,  1'.  Mci'ar-J 
row,  Asa  M.  Btubbs,  Julia  Driscoll  and  JVlich;iel  F. 
Green,  for  leave  to  occupy  stal  le.s:  and  leave  to 
■wiihdiaw  on  applicat  on  of  INlicdiai  lCon<ion  to  oc-' 
cupy  stable;  ;ind  lecominending  the  reference  if 
the  petition  of  Decosta,  llummer  <&  Co.,  for  loca- 
tion tf  wate^  closets  rear  Faneuil  H;ill  Market  to 
Board  of  Health.  Se\ei;'lly  accepted. 
:  By  Aldeiman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  ''  hat  the  armory  of  Company  K,  First 
Regiment  of  Ir.f.nnlry,  Bl.  V.  M.,  ai  "Washugton 
Hall,  corner  of  Torchcster  avenue  and  I  orchetter 
street,  be  approved  as  a  (-uitable  place  for  the  de- 
po  it  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Pa-.'  ed. 
1  Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
fnrmeilj'  oai  upied  by  Company  K,  1'  irst  Uogiment 
infantiy  M  V  M.Vt  >^o,  \is  Broadw-iy.  b^  dis- 
continued from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January 
A.  D.  1874,  and  lliat  the  sum  cf  .^rlOOO  per  annum 
be  allowed  and  paid  fcor  rent  of  armory  now  oc>  u- 
pied  by  said  company  at  ^Va^h  iigton  Hall,  corner 
of  Dor>  liester  avenue  ai.d  Do;clle^ter  ftieet,  be- 
ginning on  the  tir  t  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1874, 
an(i  continuing  until  oiherwi-e  ordered;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  once. 

By  Able,  man  Emeiy,  from  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildirg  — Report  on  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  Suffolk  Bar,  recommending  that  the  pe- 
titioners be  gi  anted  a  hearing  on  Monday,  March 
2.  The  report  Mas  aceeiJted,  and,  on  motion  of 
Allerman  Emery,  the  time  was  fixed  at  five 
o'clock. 

By  Aldeiman  Emery,  for  the'  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall — Report  iii  favor  of  grantirg  the  u-e 
of  that  liall  to  Alpheus  Hardy  et  ai.,  for  a  fe>tival; 
and  to  James  B.  Watkii.s  rt  al.,  for  a  ball  of  the 
Good  Samaritans."    Ac  epted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  changiirg  the  name  of 
Broad  t-trcet  to  Atlantic  avenue,  from  it>  intersec- 
tion with  said  aveiiue  at  Rowe's  whaif  to  Federal 
street. 

Pasf  ed. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested lo  consider  the  expediency  of  (hanging 
the  name  of  Clarendon  slieet  f  .om  Beacon  s-treet 
to  the  Providence  Rail:  oad,  to  one  that  will  con- 
tinue to  be  in  harmony  with  the  other  stre<  t  Ipad- 
ing  from  Beacon  street  west  cf  the  Public  Gar- 
den. 

Alderman  Prescott— In  explanation  of  this  or- 
der, I  would  state  ihat  (  larendon  street  fiom  the 
Providence  Railroad  is  disconnected  from  the 
other  pait  of  the  street  by  about  a  thousand  feet 
of  tenitory  occupied  by  ihat  railroad.  Iheie 
have  been  a  numl  er  of  complaints  by  reHdents 
there  that  they  have  not  lei  n  alle  to 'give  an  ac- 
curate description  of  the  locality  of  their  resi- 
de nces  to  enal  lo  strangers  to  tind  them.  It  is  not 
an  order  to  change  the  name  of  the  street,  but  to 
refer  the  mat.er  lo  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  order  was  pasi-ed. 

1  y  Alderman  Emery- 
Ordered,  'ihat  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  authorized  to  look  after  and  examine, 
in  the  intere:  t  of  this  city,  all  acts  and  pioposi- 
tions  for  annexation  to  Boston  that  have  or  may 
hererfter  be  bi ought  b(  fore  the  Legislature  now 
in  session;  also  to  confer  with  parties  ei  gaged  in 
the  framing  of  ^uch  acts  looking  to  annexation,  so 
far  as  the  interest  of  this  city  is  concerned. 

Pas-sed.. 

ty  Alderman  Ptebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief- of-Police  be  instructed 
to  prevent  the  placing  or  using  of  portable  fur- 
naces, ovens  or  charcoal  stoves  in  the  jiublic  ways 
or  places  of  the  city  for  the  purpo  e  of  melting 
lead,  or  tar,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  unless  the 
parties  i  lacing  or  using  the  same  take  such  pre- 
cautions as  the  Committee  On  Police  or  the  Chief- 
of-Police  may  deem  necessary  for  the  public  safe- 
ty nnd  prtTivpnieiicp. 


Alderman  Stebbins^It  is  a  vciar.copunon  prac- 
tice for  plumbers  orroofei-s  to  pint  e  a  simall  fur- 
nace on  or  very  near  the  st<lewalk,  and  it  is  not 
ui  f  eqnently  that  accidents  have  been  cans ed„  tt 
wa  only  the  other  day  that  a  lady  was  passing 
thio;  gli  W  inter  ttveet  I  y  one  of  thoi-c  i^ mall  fur- 
nace.', which  exj  loded  "and  injurecl  h*  r  fao«.  .1 
cplleu  the  attention  of  the  Chitf-of-Pblice  to,  the, 
(•ubject,  arid  he  ;  aid  it  was  necessary  to  jiass  f:ucfY 
an  order  as  this  to  give  hiin  proper  con troLover 

t.Ji^'"-  ,    .  I)    ■„•„  ,  i   ■  '-;   H 

The  order  was  passec^..       ,      :    ■  ....  '.,„  , ',  ',.    .. -^ 

_  By  Aldeimaii    l.ig(low,for   the  Corhinfttee' on, 

Licen'  es— Reports  in  favor  of  gi anting  the  appli-! 

cations  of   JJehemi.-di  T.  Merritt,  90  \V"a>hingi.or^ 

stiee  ,  and  Heniy  E.  Cobb,  .01  State  t  tree.',  for 

^'itctioncer's  licenses;   Isaac  Bernstein,   52    Sal^m 

fitrc  et,  for  leave  id  deal  in  second-hand  articles ;  J., 

E.   Ingalls,  A.  C.  AV  hite,  Otis  &  Co.,  for  wagoij' 

licens-e;  ;  C.  Wells,  Jr.,  ei  a/.,  for  transfer  tf  wagon 

licenses;    iVIary  Bird,  lO  t cep  intelligence  office  fit, 

32  Ph  11  ps  street ;  ^  arah  Robbins,  to  k^'ep  inttl'i-. 

gen<  e  office  at  liiG  Ti  rmont  stieet;    Kate  M.  Dris-, 

coll,  for  transfer  of  1  cense  for  intelligence  office  ;• 

aiid  leave  to  wi  hdravv  on  applitation  of  Jamts  E.. 

Bigtlow  for  auc  ioneei's  license  at  113  NVashiiigton 

ft  eet;  1  lanchard  &  Rosstooptn  theatre  at  578 

AVashingion  street,    reveirlly  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets- 
Report  on  pe  ition  of  Martha  anil  Caroline  A. 
Sumn  r,  for  abat  ment  of  Co  tagi -street  better- 
mem,  that  the  assessment  referred  to  is  a  proper 
one  for  the  petiioners  to  pny,  ami  that  they  have 
leave  to  withdraw.  In  the  matter  of  gratle  tiam- 
ages  pttiticnetl  for,  the  commit:  ee  report  that 
they  ha.  e  no  jurisdiction.    Accepted. 

Rei  o.t  on  pe. ition  of  Jame^  Leeds,  trustee  to 
be  allowed  ii.ierest  on  sum  awarded  him  by  the 
city,  that  the  petitioner  has  been  paid  for  the  land 
taken  from  the  estate  named,  he  acknowleilging 
full  satisfaction  therefor,  and  no  further  action  is 
requi  eJ.    Atcepted. 

(ureter  giv  ng  notice  to  Rodney  S.  Laken,  Syl- 
vester H.RoiJis,  heiis  of  Daniel  iJowd,  and  heirs 
of  Abraham  Barker,  and  all  others  intereNted,  tore- 
move  obstiuctions  stand;ng  on  or  projecting  over 
the  lines  of  Luttis  street,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
cf  June  next.    Passeil. 

Oreler  giving  notice  to  James  Dolan,  Jr.,  et  al., 
to  ;emove  obsiruciions  cf  eveiysort  standing  on 
or  jirojecting  over  the  lines  ot'  31agazine  street, 
on  01  before  June  fir,  t,  next.    Bassen. 

Order  to  pay  the  Epi  copal  City  Mission  $15,492, 
forlintl  taken  in  the  name  of  tlie  piOi.rietors  of 
St.  htCx  lien's  Cliunli,  by  the  widening  of  Pur- 
chase street.    Passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  James  W.  Gerard,  Jr., 
cf  a/.,  recommenuiiig  the  passage  of  an  order  to 
pay  .).  W.  Gerard,  Jr.,  F.  C.  T.  Buckley  and  Eltza- 
LeiU  f'.  Wigg  n,  irlit9  CG  for  land,  taken  n  laying 
out  and  exutiiuii  g  Will  anis  street,  by  the  town  of 
"West  Roxbury,  August il,  1873.    Order  read  once. 

REMOVAL  OF  TUTL  PADDOCK  ELMS. 

Alle)  man  (lark  c;dled  up  the  special  assign- 
ment to:  half-past  three  o'clock,  being  the  public 
heaii  gcf  all  j  aities  in  favor  of  or  opposed  to 
the  proiioseel  removal  tf  the  Padtiock  ehns  fiom 
the  sidewalk  of  T.emont  street. 

The  (  h  tirman  s.  ated  that  since  the  last  meet- 
ing a  remoiistiane  e  against  saitl  removal  had  been 
receive  1  from  H.  1' loy^i Faulkner, ei  aL,oceupants 
of  Stud  o  Bukling. 

Tlie  re  mou'  trants  w  ere  first  called  upon. 

Hon.  S;  mtielM.  (;uincy  said  he  did  not  appear 
first  lo  lake  the  leadership,  but  because  of  a  busi- 
ness (ngagement,  requiring  him  to  b  ave  early. 
He  wished  there  cold  I  be  a  iiul lie  verdict  on  the 
sul  jei  t ;  and  if  a  -verdict  of  the  great  mass  of  our 
citizens  could  1  e  oldained  that  the  obstruction 
and  inconvenience  elemanded  the  removal  of  the 
trees,  he  shonlel  say,  where  the  offence  lies,  there 
let  the  axe  fall.  If  these  trees  could  be  swept 
away,  it  would  no  doubt  be  a  convenience  to  the 
horre  radioad,  but  is  there  absolute  certainty  that 
ten  years  hei  te  the  la  Iroad  station  wiU  be  where 
itiiowis?  Hebelirveel  tlint  in  a  few  years  the 
control  of  horse  raiboatls  will  pass  into  the  hands 
of  the  local  authorities.  Last  year  he  had  ad- 
voeiteel :  uch  a  bill  at  the  State  House,  but  it  had 
been  dc  f  eated.  If  in  a  year  or  two  such  power  i'  giv- 
en the  Board  of  Ableimen,  a  st:ong argument  wiU 
be  presented  in  favor  of  a  rearrangement  of  the 
rail  oad  tracks  in  the  city.  It  is  tlainieel  that 
there  should  not  be  a  double  track  on'lremont 
stree  t  above  Boyl- ton  street.  In  view  of  the  nar- 
rowness of  the  street,  the  present  lo^  ation  of  the 
station  will  Inave  to  be  removed.  Experts  say 
there  are  fifty  years'  bfe  in  all  those  trees  excejit 
one.  The. r  loots  elraw  lif e  from  soil  which  is  al- 
mo  t  sacred.  If  the  convei  ience  of  peelestrians 
doe.-  not  call  for  this  removal,  are  there  any  other 
rgauments  in  favor  of  it?    >N  hen  the  attack  was 
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ous  rurality  was  brought  forward.  They  raay  be 
incoiifjjruous,  but  they  are  certainly  a  rehef  to  the 
eye  after  gazing  on  the  brick  wails.  T-he  tenti- 
mental  argument  in  this  case  was  the  same  that 
the  speaker  had  made  at  the  State  House  for  the 
old  South  Church.  It  is  best  to  spare  these  feat- 
ures of  historic  Bo  ton  as  long  a^  possible.  The 
trees  are  historic  featui'es  on  the  fate  of  old  Bos- 
ton, and  should  not  be  sacrificed  to  the  conven- 
ience of  a  railway  corporation  or  its  passengers. 

Mr.  Peter  T.  Homer  was  impressed  with  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Quincy  in  regard  to  historic  Boston. 
He  alluded  to  the  veneration  of  people  for  old 
trees.  The  Paddock  elms  had  been  seen  by  men 
of  the  la  t  and  present  century;  Adams  and  Han- 
cock had  walked  beneath  them;  and  today  they 
are  a  beautiful  ensemble  of  a  thrifty  tree.  They 
identify  us  with  the  remains  of  our  ancestors  in 
the  Granary  Burying  (iiound — and  what  more 
beautiful  object  could  be  put  at  the  entrance  to 
that  spot?  He  had  often  looked  at  and  admired 
the  piei;ty  groups  of  people  standing  there  ;  it  is  a 
resting  place  —  why  shouldn't  there  be  some 
■  regard  for  the  poetical  feature  of  Ife?  Mr.  Ho- 
mer closed  by  repeating  the  familiar  lines,  "Wood- 
man, spare  that  tree,"  etc.,  adapted  to  the  occa- 
Bion. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Rand,  Jr.,  said  that  if  it  is  necessary  to 
move  the  trees  for  a  public  improvement  they  will 
have  to  go,  but  they  have  a  right  to  remain  until 
.  such  removal  is  called  for.  He  could  not  see  that 
they  are  all  decayed.  Two  only  are  decayed. 
The'y  have  not  been  treated  faiily.  'llie  two  uead 
ones  would  not  be  in  the  condition  they  are  now  if 
they  had  been  properly  treated.  If  a  little  care  is 
bestowed  upon  them  now  it  is  not  too  late  to  pre- 
serve them  for  future  years.  J  he  speaker  said 
the  total  w  idth  of  the  sidewalk  on  the  west  side  is 
fifteen  feet  fight  inches;  the  average  diameter  of 
the  trees  is  three  feet  six  inches,  leaving  a  side- 
walk of  twelve  feet  two  inches,  while  the  width  of 
the  sidewalk  iu  front,  of  Studio  Building  is  but 
nine  feet  ten  inches.  During  the  half 
hour,  today,  between  half-pasi,  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock,  5S1  peo,  le  had  passed  on  the  west- 
erly side,  including  those  who  were  waiting 
for  the  horse  cars.  During  the  same  time 
twenty-eight  hundred  people  passed  on  the  east- 
erly side.  Alderman  t-tebbins  called  Mr. 
Rand's  attention  to  the  report  of  the  police, 
that  between  7  A.  M.  and  7  P.  M.,  35,000  persons 
had  passed  on  the  west  side.  Mr.  Rand  said  the 
trees  weie  tine  samples  of  the  English  ehn.  The 
English  elm  naturally  begins  to  deeay  at  the  top. 
The  attaeli  has  always  been  made  when  the  trees 
are  looking  worst,  i here  are  hundreds  who  have 
been  thankful  for  the  shade  they  attorded  in  sum- 
mer, who  would  regret  to  .see  them  removed. 
"Whence  these  petitions  spring  he  could  not  say, 
but  he  thought  the  names  of  the  remonstrants 
ought  to  have  great  weight.  They  represent  mil- 
lions of  taxable  property.  They  aie  not  those 
who  would  carelessly  affix  their  nanies  to  any  peti- 
tion or  remonstrance.  He  also  appeared  for  the 
Ma'^sachusetts   Horticultural    Society. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Strong,  President  of  the  Massachu- 
BCtts  Horticultural  Society,  said  there  had  been  a 
great  unanimity  of  sentiment  on  the  subject  in 
that  society.  All  the  trees  but  two  could,  with 
fair  treatment,  be  made  to  last  fifty  years.  It  is 
not  as  though  the  place  had  high  walls  on  both 
sides  of  the  street.  Sue  h  fine  specimens  of  trees 
are  an  ornament  to  pioperty,  and  an  open  space 
would  be  very  much  less  desirable. 

Mr.  George  B.  P:;mersou  spoke  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  matter;  he  had  admired  the  trees  for  fifty 
years  or  more,  and  remembered  the  impression 
they  made  upon  him  when  he  first  came  to  Boston. 
There  are  thousands  who  rarely  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  what  is  beaut. ful  in  trees.  The 
English  elm  is  one  of  the  grandest  trees  in 
the  woild,  covers  itself  with  an  abundant, 
beautiful  foliage  and  holds  it  'onger  than  any 
othe'".  He  had  hPiv  ai-ked  '»'he'i  he  fir?t  came  to 
the  city,  "Have  you  seen  those  old  elms?  and  if 
you  have  not,  you  had  better  see  them."  This  feel- 
ing of  reverence  is  not  a  mere  whim.  It  belongs 
to  some  of  the  noblest  qualities  of  human  nature. 
Thioughout  Europe  the  highest  people  are  the 
greatest  lovers  of  trees.  In  England  every  gen- 
tleman is  a  friend  of  trees,  and  not  one  would  con- 
sent to  part  with  one  of  these  if  he  had  them.  In- 
stead of  destroying,  it  would  be  much  better  to 
improve  them.  Once  he  found  men  cutting  the 
roots  close  to  the  surface;  they  were  literally  de- 
stroying the  trees,  whose  roots  are  not  deep  under 
the  surface  of  the  earth.  He  did  not  believe  the 
trees  hiiidrn-  the  walkers  there ;  they  divide  the 
current.  One  impediment  in  walking  the  street  is 
that  all  people  do  not  keep  to  the  right.  He  would 
pull  down  tne  heavy  wall  between  the  trees  and 
the  burying  ground,  and  replace  it  with   an  iron 


th"?  soil  beyond.  In  conclusion,  he  woull  say  that 
what  favors  the  sentiment  of  beauty  is  more  im- 
portant to  the  character  of  a  people  than  any 
mere  addition  of  dollars  and  cents.  In  reply  to 
Allerman  Clark,  Mr.  Emerson  said  it  woul  1  be  an 
improvement  to  throw  a  part  of  the  burying 
groiin  I  in'o  the   treet. 

Mr.  John  D.  Bryaut  agreed  with  the  last  speak- 
er. This  is  the  second  time  thee  trees  have  been 
placed  in  jeopardy  of  life.  They  stand  there,  as 
the  I  etitioners  say,  a  sentiment  against  progress. 
He  referred  to  previous  petitions  and  previous 
acts  of  the  Board,  and  the  escapes  which  the  trees 
had  had.  In  this  case  the  committee  reported 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw,  but 
some  extraordinary  influence  must  be  at  work  to 
insist  on  their  removal.  One  reason  is  ■  ufficient 
to  settle  the  matter;  that  is,  the  majority  of  the 
people  oppose  the  removal,  which  is  i.ot  required 
by  public  convenience.  After  remonstrances  so 
numerous  and  weighiy,  they  sliouli  be  allowed  to 
remain  a  thing  of  beauty,  ornament  and  grace 
forever.  Citizens  have  to  come  and  repeat  their 
arguments  and  contend  against  the  secret,  potent 
iniiuence  at  work.  He  had  noticed  the  rapidi.y 
with  which  the  Met  o  ;olitan  Riilroad  had  put  its 
tracks  into  every  newly-vvidei.ed  street,  except  in 
the  burnt  district,  and  he  had  no  doubt  tliis  re- 
moval would  be  a  great  convenience  to  that  cor- 
poration. 

Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  thought  that  so  much 
had  been  well  said  that  he  felc  it  unnecessary  to 
add  a  word.  He  heartily  indorsed  every  wora  in 
favor  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  e  historic  ol  I  trees. 
Mr.  Emerson  has  spoken  cf  the  sentiment— the 
speaker  believed  it  to  be  a  moral  and  religious 
one.  He  claimed  to  belong  to  the  progre-  ive 
class,  and  if  he  thought  the  time  had  come  for 
their  r  moval,  he  would  sny  amen;  but  no  such 
exigency  ha"  arrived.  Those  trees  could  lie  per- 
petuated ha'.f  a  century  longer.  Two  or  three 
are  eyesores,  which  oaght;  to  lie  removed,  but 
they  are  not  dangerous.  In  reply  to  Allerman 
Clark,  he  said  he  could  not  see  why  tliey  were  any 
great  obstruction  to  public  travel.  Tlie  widening 
of  Tremont  street  has  been  a  great  benefit  to  the 
public,  but  there  are  special  considerations  which 
must  be  taken  into  account.  He  believed  a  street 
of  forty  or  forty-five  feet  wide  better  for  business 
than  one  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet.  There  woull 
undoubtculy  be  more  room  to  hi<ve  the  trees  re- 
moved, but  he  could  not;  say  that  their  removal 
woull  be  a  great  improvement  to  Tremont  street. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  keeping  th"  oli  trees  in 
the  centre  of  Franklin  street.  Of  the  present 
trees  he  thought  two  should  be  removed. 

Rev.  Cyrus  A.  Bartol  thought  the  opinion  of  the 
experts  heard  ought  to  weigh  wjth  the  Board. 
Ihe  greatest  objection  is  that  they  are  an  obstruc- 
tion, but  he  hail  been  informed  that  the  people 
who  are  most  obstructed  want  to  continue  to  be 
obstructed  in  that  way.  He  thought  the  trees 
more  than  paid  for  the  obstruction  by  their  pro- 
tection of  people  from  the  sun  in  warm  weather. 
The  country  would  be  better  if  there  were  not  so 
many  people  driving  along  like  Jehus:  a  little 
moderation  would  be  a  great  benefit.  The  beau- 
tiful flowers  on  the  Public  (iarden  may  as  well  be 
considered  an  obstruction  as  those  trees.  He  be- 
lieved that  sentiment  plant etl  and  nourished 
them;  why  should  not  sentiment  retain  them? 
These  trees  are  lik^  and  remind  us  of  old  people, 
and  when  the  poet  wrote  those  beautiful  lines  he 
probably  had  something  like  the  veneration  for 
old  people  in  his  mind.  It  is  a  doctrine  thit  those 
who  cannot  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  community 
should  be  removed;  he  hoped  it  woul  I  not  be  ap- 
plied in  this  case.  Those  trees  would  be  sadly 
missed  if  taken  away,  but  he  did  not  think  they 
obstructed  the  passage  there  any  more  than  many 
other  things.  Two  things  shouli  weigh  with  the 
Board;  first,  the  opinion  of  these  experts,  these 
lovers  of  natural  beauty;  and,  second,  the  leal 
honest  feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  population. 

Dr.  Oliver  Av'endtll  Holmes  said  he  came  at  che 
request  of  others  to  show  his  sympathy.  He  had 
a  fondness  for  trees.  Walking  to  ehuich  hard  by, 
the  obstruction  he  met  with  was  not  at  the  trees, 
but  at  the  doors  of  Park-street  (  hurch  and  Tre- 
mont Temple.  Ic  was  not  so  pleasant  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  a  crowded  congregation  as  to  cross 
over  and  pass  under  the  shade  of  these  trees. 
Some  of  these  trees  can  be  kept  for  fifty  or  a  hun- 
dred years  or  more.  He  presumed  many  people 
had  made  pilgrimages  to  the  Charter  Oak.  A 
grand  olil  elm  is  an  object  to  which  many  pilgrims 
will  go,  just  as  they  will  to  a  lieautifal  picture 
or  statue.  This  sentiment  is  growing  in 
this  community.  The  duty  of  this  genera- 
tion is  to  stop  this  destruction.  There  has  l)een 
authorized  and  committed  by  the  public  nuthor- 
ities  of  this  city   such    barbarism    as  wonl.l  hnr. 
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tern,  or  prpserve  the  ante-revolutionary  relics?  At 
the  dmrch  in  wliich  he  worships  they  reverence 
the  crown  and  mitre  of  an  order  tliat  had  passed 
away.  They  were;  preserved  as  historic  relics. 
These  trees  aie  amoiiK  the  fast  decaying  lelics  of 
the  past,  lie  ol)je(tcd  al  o  to  the  suljject  l)eing 
brouglit  forward  at  tliis  season,  when  the  elms  are 
in  a  state  of  beggarv;  wait  till  June  'zO,  when  the 
weather  is  hor,  and  let  the  lioard  adjourn  to  the 
mall,  and  if  ihey  would  then  vote  to  cut  them 
down  he  would  grind  the  axe.  Alderman  Steb- 
bins  asked  wliat  historic:  incidents  were  connei  ted 
wiih  the  elms,  and  Dr.  Holmes  replied  that  it  is 
the  time  whicli  Ihey  recalled.  He  did  not 
care  whether  Mr.  I'ad'dock  was    a   Tory  or   not. 

Geoige  P.  15aldwin,  one  of  the  petitioners  for 
the  removal,  paid  a  tribute  to  the  reputation  of 
the  previous  speakers,  and  said  he  felt  ihat  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  is  peifeclly  able  to  judge  of  a 
case  of  this  kind.  He  had  listened  to  ilie  elo- 
quence, aiul  almost  thought  himself  in  a  street 
with  winding  paths  bordered  with  nowers.  This 
wa-  a  case  of  poetry  and  sentiment  against  the 
public  good— wliich  of  the  two  shall  be  i-erved? 
In  going  to  and  from  business  he  was  dependent 
in  a  great  measure  on  the  horse  cars,  and  all  the 
poetry  and  sentiment  had  been  taken  out  of  him 
by  running  into  one  of  the  trees  in  his  hurry  to 
catch  a  car.  If  those  trees  were  cut  off  twenty-five 
feeii  from  the  giound  they  would  be  pronounced  a 
nui-aiice  by  every  one.  There  is  a  small  portion 
ofthei-eisoa  when  they  are  beautiful.  The  fact 
that  Mr.  Pad;!oik  was  an  old  rebel  robs  the  trees 
of  very  much  of  their  historical  interest.  In  regard 
to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  (juincy,  that  perhaps  there 
would  be  only  one  track  on'Tremont  strett,  he 
would  as  soon  think  the  Board  would  take  up  the 
railroad  track  entirely  as  to  leave  only  one.  He 
expectei  to  see  the  street  widened  and'four  tracks 
put  down  to  accommodate  public  travel.  The 
que  tion  is  whether  the  Board  should  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  poetiy  and  sentiment  or  the  public 
good,  and  he  was  willing  to  trust  the  judgment  of 
the  Board. 

Mr.  Peter  T.  Homer  read  a  warrant  for  a  town 
meeting  in  Boston  on  the  11th  of  March,  1771,  to 
show  how  the  fathers  respected  the  Common  and 
other  public  places. 

Mr.  E  Iward  Winslow  said  it  was  a  practical 
question.  A  majority  of  the  people  will  undoubt- 
edly tnke  a  practical  view  of  it.  This  practical 
tendency  lias  all eady  obliterated  a  great  many  of 
the  historic  monumt  nts  of  the  i)ast,  and  this  is  a 
reason  why  we  ^hould  do  all  that  we  can  to  retain 
them.  He  agreed  with  Al  lerman  Clark's  sugges- 
tion to  move  the  wall  back,  which  would  give 
nourishment  to  the  roots  of  the  trees.  AU  trees 
are  more  or  less  conducive  to  health,  it  is  well 
known,  'ihe  obstructions  there  are  much  less 
than  on  the  other  side.  If  the  venders  of  soda 
and  peanuts  were  removed  there  would  be  no 
com;  laint.  He  had  consulted  the  opinion  of  many 
ladies,  and  had  yet  to  lind  one  who  favored  the 
removal.  He  hoped  an  effort  woulil  be  made  first 
to  preserve  the  trees.  He  should  put  aside  all 
sentimeut,  and  hoped  some  compromise  would  be 
made. 

Mr.  George  S.  Derby  favored  the  removal  of  the 
trees.  If  any  candid  mun  were  to  visit  the  Pad- 
dock elms  about  six  o'^  lock,  and  see  one  portion 
of  the  crowd  trying  to  force  themselves  up  town, 
and  anothpr  trying  to  force  themselves  down 
town,  while  still  anotlier  pojtion  try  to  stand  still 
until  they  can  get  into  a  horse  car,  that  can- 
did per  oil  must  aumit  that  those  trees  should  be 
removed.  'Ihe  upper  1  mbs  are  in  maiiy  cases 
dead,  and  there  is  danger  of  their  falling  upon  the 
passers  by.  Take  the  trees  away,  and  the  sun- 
ligh:.  will'sooii  liriiig  out  the  branches  of  the  trees 
on  tho  burial  ground  so  that  they  will  give  shade 
on  the  street.  Soinetliing  better  than  these  old 
worn-out  trees  should  be  preserved  as  historical 
relics.  It  is  urged  that  they  will  stand  tif  ly  years 
or  more ;  but  is  that  a  good  reason  for  not  lemov- 
ing  them?  Every  great  public  improvement 
meets  with  objection ;  all  the  great  improvements 
in  this  city  have  been  accomiilished,  but  the  skies 
have  not  fallen,  and  the  people  appreciate  their 
effects. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  speak,  the  Chairman  said. 
the  hearing  would  be  considered  closed. 

Tlie  miiioriiy  report,  with  au  order  for  the  Su- 
periiit  ndent  of  Streets  to  remove  the  trees  forth- 
wiili,  having  licen  substituted  for  the  majority 
report  (.leave  to  the  petitioners  to  withdraw),  the 
que  tion  was  on  the  passage  of  said  order. 

Al  lenmii  Cutter  moved  t'nat  the  whole  subject 
be  re  ominitted  to  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares  oa  the  part  of  t!ie  Board. 

Al  lerman  Clark— I  hope  it  will  not  be  recom- 
mitted. The  subject  was  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee andbytbeiuiborpughlv  investigated,  if  recom- 


ment  that  it  received  before  at  their  hands.  It  wil 
oi.ly  cause  del.iy,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  be  put 
upon  its  passage  this  afternoon.  I  regret  exceed- 
ii  gly  that  evidence  of  a  stionger  nature  has  not 
been  presented  why  we  fhould  not  remove  thefe 
trees;  but  I  have  heard  no  reason  given  which 
should  change  my  mind  or  that  of  any  member  of 
thi--  Board,  i  was  certainly  surprised  to  hf-ar  the 
first  gentleman  who  spoke  liring  up  the  argument 
that  ihe  Metj  o^  olitan  Kailroad  Company  are  the 
l)rojector.s  of  the  petitions  for  the  removal  of 
thoi-e  trees.  1  do  not  know  that  the  directors,  or  a 
single  person  who  owns  any  stock  in  that  road, 
ha^eeven  signed  a  petition  for  the  reinoial,  or 
have  said  a  word  in  favor  of  it  to  ai.y  member  of 
tnis  iioird.  The  petitions  were  got  up  by  people 
who  are  generally  in  favor  of  i-treet  improve- 
ments. For  myself,  I  cannot  stand  here  aiid  vote 
a.way  ten  millions  tf  dollars  of  the  pul/lic  money 
for  ihe  improvement  of  the  streets  of  Bo  ton,  as  I 
have  done,  ami  all r>w  such  an  obstruction  in  the 
streets  as  is  shown  in  that  drawing,  and  which, 
were  it  in  any  otlier  shape  than  these  trees, 
these  remonscrants  would  sign  a  petition  to 
ha\  e  removed.  I  do  not  propo  e  to  make  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  their  remo.al,  becau._-e  1  do  not 
think  it  leeds  any.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  Col- 
onel Wilder  make  so  feeble  a  speech  against  tlieir 
removal.  I  imagine  that  if  he  had  come  here  to 
argue  ill  favor  of  the  reni(>val  we  should  have 
hear  i  a  differen*  signipeut.  He  knows  that  they 
mu- 1  be  removed,  and  that  if  we  do  our  duty  Me 
shall  vote  to  have  them  cut  down.  I  am  not  en- 
tirely devoid  of  sentiment.  Even  Mr.  Emer.'oii 
acknowledges  that  the  trees  are  an  impediment  to 
travel  on  the  sidewalk,  and  suggests  that  we  take 
down  a  part  of  the  wall  and  widen  the  sidewalk 
instead  of  cutting  down  the  tiees.  I  suggest, 
wheth'^r  it  is  be.-t  to  take  part  of  the  bury- 
ing ground,  or  cut  down  the  trees.  I  admit 
that  John  Hancock  and  John  Adams  may 
hxve  passed  by  those  trees.  Well,  sir,  in  the 
Mayor's  room  can  be  seen  a  representation  of  Tie- 
moiit  street,  as  it  was  in  iho  e  days.  1  know  Colonel 
>\  il.ier  would  rot  want  to  see  Tremoiit  street  as  it 
was  two  hundred  years  ago;  he  is  too  much  in 
favor  of  progress.  1  am  i  ot  in  favor  of  toucliing 
a  single' tiee  on  the  Common  ui.less  public  con- 
veiiicce  demands  it;  when  that  time  comes  I 
shall  le  glad  to  make  the  improvement.  I  was 
gla  I  to  h  ar  Colonel  Wilier  say  he  thought  the 
widening  of  Tremont  stiiet  was  a  great  improve- 
ment, bei  ause  some  outciy  was  made  against  it. 
Who  doubts  that  the  cutt  ng  off  of  Boyl^toa  street 
was  rot  judicious,  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
done?  and  yet  tliere  was  a  great  outciy  against 
it.  There  are  a  great  many  geiitlemen  present 
who  woul  I  be  glad  to  express  their  opinion 
in  f  Ivor  of  the  lemoval,  but  they  do  not  clioose  to 
come  forw.ird  and  give  iheir  views.  So  we  must 
act  as  we  think  best.  The  petitioners  present  have 
not  been  as  numerous  as  the  lemonstrants,  be- 
cause tho  e  who  signed  the  jjetitions  are  active 
business  men,  every  one  of  whom  is  usually  em- 
lilojed  at  this  time  of  day;  but  if  a  vote  were  to 
be  taken,  I  have  no  uoubt  thrte-fourths  of  the  en- 
tire voting  population  would  dC'  ide  to  have  the 
trees  removed.  Oie  tiling  has  been  lo-t  sight  cf. 
It  has  been  admitted  by  ihe  remonstrants  that 
three  cf  these  trees,  at  least,  are  dangerous  to  the 
pullic,  and  ought  to  be  removed.  Now  it  is  well 
known  that  if  a  limb  shoi  1  !  be  1  down  fiom  one  of 
those  tiees  and  break  a  man's  or  a  woman's  aim, 
the  city  would  be  liable  for  the  damage  so 
done.  There  is  no  question  atoiit  thai.  )f 
there  is  any  necessity  of  bringing  the  proof, 
numerous  letters  can  be  produced  to  show 
that  those  trees  are  ^o  decayed  tnat  they  are  dan- 
geious,  and  mai;y  grnllemen  can  be  bioughl  for- 
ward to  show  that  limbs  have  fallen  off'  those  trees 
that  woul  I  have  killed  a  person  haa  thy  struck 
him  on  the  head.  These  facts  aie  susceptible  of 
proof.  There  are  cases  of  this  kind  which  occur 
every  yea;.-,  to  say  nothing  of  the  obstruction  they 
areo'nihe  sidewidk.  They  are  dangerous  to  pulj- 
lic  travel  and  Ido  notthtnkl  state  it  wrongly  w  lien 
I  say  that  they  are  a  constant  source  of  anxiCty  to 
the  i  olice  Department.  For  these  reasons  i  think 
■  that  a  recommittal  cf  the  subject  lo  the  commit- 
tee will  re.. ult  precisely  as  it  aid  b<  fore.  One  of 
tho.^e  genllcii.en  who  have  rcmoi.snated  seems 
to  tak' the  ground  that  the  leport  ot  a  majoiity 
must  be  adoptrd,  irrespective  of  the  feelings 
of  the  entire  Board,  it  is  noi  unfiequent 
that  the  mino.iiy  report  is  adopted  in  x. ref- 
erence to  that  o'f  the  majority.  I  wiU  state 
further  that  had  this  matiei  been  sent  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  i-quare>,  the 
gieat  majority  woi.ld  have  bten  in  favornf  the  le- 
moval.  1  no  not  'ot  lieve  that  ihis  imiiiense  j  ower 
behind  the  ihioneis  the  Meuoijoliian  Railroad. 
I  tlo  1  ot  know  that  that  corporation  has  asked  to 
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it  of  me.  Horse  railroads  are  a  necessity,  and  I 
am  in  favor  of  granting  them  certain  privileges. 
Boston  is  indebted  for  much  of  her  growth  and 
prosperity  in  the  last  teli  years  to  her  horse  rail- 
roads. 

Mr.  Emerson  said  he  wished  to  correct  Alder- 
man Clark.  He  proposed  thit  the  wall  should 
be  removed  for  the  benefit  of  the  trees,  and  that 
the  wall  should  be  replaced   by  an  iron  fence. 

Aldem;in  Clark — One  other  thing  I  will  state. 
When  this  subject  first  came  up,  among  orhers 
who  sigi.ed  tlie  remonstrance  was  a  gentleman 
wtU  known  as  a  business  man  in  this  city.  It  was 
IMr.  Andiew  T.  H;ill;  he  headed  the  remonstrants, 
and  ic  was  his  name  tint  led  me  to  suggest  that  a 
henring  be  given.  The  next  season  1  met  Mr. 
Hall,  and  he  aid  to  me  that  those  trees  ougut  to 
be  cut  down ;  that  they  were  an  immense  nui.-aiice. 
Although  he  did  sign  the  remonstrance  he  consid- 
ered those  trees  a  nuisance  and  an  obstruction  to 
public  travt  1.  Among  other  reasons  for  cutting 
them  do wnis  that  it  will  let  the  sunlight  into  the 
buryinn'  giound  and  improve  the  trees  there.  This 
year  Mr.  Hall  ha?  signed  the  petition  for  their  re- 
moval, and  were  he  not  under  a  phy.-ician's  care 
he  would  be  here  to^lay  to  advocate  it. 

Alderman  Power— 1  agree  with  the  Alderman- 
■who  has  ja^t  spoken,  that  the  Met  opolitau  Rail- 
road are  not  the  instigators  of  this  niovement 
against  those  trees.  Dp  to  the  pre  ent  time  there 
has  never  bt en  a  petition  fiom  that  or  any  o.her 
company  in  favor  of  the  removal,  and  1  doubt 
very  much  whether  any  petition  ever  would  have 
come  here  were  it  not  started  in  this  City  Hall,  by 
members  of  this  Government.  AVhen  this  sub- 
ject was  first  started  this  year,  a  gentleman  had 
prepaied  an  order  to  have  the  trees  cut  tiown,  but 
it  was  suggested  that  he  had  better  wait  and  get 
up  a  pciicion,  which  would  give  it  more  force. 
Tliat  accounts  for  the  petition  coming  here  at  this 
time.  The  petitioners  had  to  be  sought  out,  and 
<  arguineiit  had  to  be  used  to  get  them.  The  re- 
monstrants have  come  without  any  seeking.  They 
are  gentlemen  who  carefully  scrutinize  every 
document  before  affixing  their  names  to  it.  If 
the  gentleman  oppo-^ite  (Alderman  i  lark)  thinks 
that  three-fourths  of  the  people  will  vote  for  the 
removal  of  ihose  trees,  why  iliis  hai^te?  "Why  not 
give  the  people  a  chance  to  express  their  opinion 
on  it?  Why  not  give  them  a  chance  to  vote  upon 
it?  If  public  S3iitiment  is  indicated  by  the  pro- 
portion of  the  number  of  pe.itioners  to  the  re- 
monstrants, it  is  plain  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
community  are  against  cutting  them  down.  I 
think  that  some  new  features  have  arisen  here 
today.  A  gentleman  has  made  a  suggestion, 
■which,  if  carried  out,  may  please  all  parties.  It  is 
propo-ed  that  the  wall  can  be  removed  without 
inteifc'ring  with  the  graveyard,  or  in  any 
way  wound  the  feelings  of  those  who  rever- 
ence that  spot.  Some  arrangement  of  that 
kind  might  be  maile,  and  therefore  theie  is 
good  reason  why  it  should  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Square  ,  or  to  the 
Joint  Committee.  Why  docs  not  the  gentleman 
consent  to  try  that?  Why  this  haste  when  we 
have  evidence  that  only  two  of  the  trees  are  de- 
cayed. A-;  1  have  said  before,  thi-  matter  has 
never  been  brought  up  here  except  when  the  trees 
have  looked  their  worst.  W  hy  is  it  never  tiied 
when  they  look  beautiful  and  "are  in  foliage?  It 
would  appear  to  everybody  that  ihey  have  been 
wilfully  ^ligh.'ed — thac  soaie  people  have  had  a 
design  tipo.)  those  trees;  they  have  been  cut  and 
hacked,  as  it  seeins  to  me,  with  the  design  of  kill- 
ing instead  of  improving  thein.  'Ihe  gentleman 
speaks  of  the  danger  from  tho' e  tree.-.  Why 
there  is  danger  of  a  hou-e  blowing  down; 
chimneys  often  blow  down;  we  walk  in  constant 
danger — an.l  that  is  just  as  much  an  argument 
against  any  of  the  fine  buildings  on  the  puLlic 
streets.  All  this  matter  has  be^n  gone  thiough 
-with  before,  and  I  suppose  it  is  haruly  worch 
■while  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  Board,  ihere  is 
no  reason  for  haste,  if  the  members  desiie  to 
give  fan-  play.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  order 
should  be  rushed  through  at  this  time.  If  the 
gentleman  opposite  desiies  that  it  should  go  to 
the  Joitit  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  I 
have  no  objection,  but  it  ill  becomes  this  Board 
to  pass  an  order  to  cut  down  tho;e  trees  in  the 
face  of  the  remonstrants  who  have  appeared  here. 
We  have  been  sent  here  by  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
and  intrusted  with  the  alfairs  of  this  municipal 
corporation,  to  act  as  we  think  best.  \et,  , 
when  it  is  ijroposed  to  pass  an  order  of 
this  kind,  to  which  nine-tenths  of  the  citizens 
of  Bosiou  are  o)jposed,  i  say  this  Board  ought  to 
bave  respect  for  them,  and  look  well  into  this 
matter  before  tht  y  go  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  nine-tenth  ;  of  the  citizens.  Therefore, 
I  hope  the  matter  w]"  '  -    . 


Alderman  Clark— We  have  been  accused  of  de- 
lay in  this  matter.  It  has  been  said  that  this 
thing  has  been  brought  up  here  year  sfCer  year 
and  we  have  done  no.hing.  This  argument  of 
haste  is  one  that  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
brings  up  when  anything  that  he  oppo-es  is 
likely  to  be  carried.  It  is  true  that  we 
are  the  trustees  of  the  municipality,  and  it 
is  our  duty  to  act  according  to  our  best 
judgment.  I  have  great  respect  for  the  re- 
monstrants ;  many  of  them  are  good  clergymen, 
but  they  would  not  make  good  superintendents 
of  sewers  and  streets.  We  have  the  entire  (  om- 
mission  on  Streets  in  our  f  ivor,  and  it  is  known 
that  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers  and  Streets 
and  the  Chief -of-Folice  think  the  trees  should  be 
removed.  One  subject  has  been  alluded  to,  to 
which  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  leply.  It 
is  that  had  the  trees  received  proper  attention 
they  would  not  have  been  in  their  present  condi- 
tion. That  was  intended,  I  presume,  for  myself, 
I  having  been  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  for  the  last  two  years.  '1  he  fact  is  those 
trees  have  been  pruned  of  their  rotten  limbs  so 
often  that  there  is  noihing  life  but  the  bodies  to 
be  trimmed.  Ihey  have  received  so  much  care 
already  that  there  is  nothing  left  to  trim  except 
the  trunks.  If  they  have  become  the  receptacle 
of  horse  shoes,  it  lias  been  very  recently.  They 
have  certainly  received  great  care.  I  unaerstoed 
Mr.  Emerson  to  say  that  it  would  be  a  great  im- 
provement to  cut  down  the  wall. 

Mr.  Emerson— I  did  not  proi>ose  it. 

Alderman  Clark— 1  admit  that,  sir,  but  I  only 
wished  to  show  the  fact.  I  suppose  that  some 
of  the  remonstrants  think  it  would  be  a  oecided 
improvement  to  Tremoi.t  slreet  to  cut  through 
from  Park  street  at  a  great  expense.  Here  is  an 
improvement  to  that  street  that  will  i  ot  cost  ten 
doll-irs,  and  yet  those  people  come  here  ai.d  ob- 
ject to  it.  I  was  a  Utile  surprised  that  the  rever- 
end gentleman  from  JMan;  hester  (Dr.  l)artol) 
should  be  so  stiongly  opposed  to  thatiminove- 
ment.  It  is  not  the  kind  cf  doctrine  chat  he  ad- 
vocates, if  I  am  not  mistaken  he  belongs  to  the 
order  of  progress,  and  I  regret  that  he  does  not 
show  some  zeal  in  regard  to  this  proposed  im- 
provement of  the  street. 

Aide. man  Cutter — I  made  this  motion  to  recom- 
mit to  the  Coinmiitee  oii  Coinmon  and  Squares.  I 
think  that  enough  has  been  said  this  i,f  i;ernoon. 
Certainly  my  sine  has  been  ably  sustained,  it  is 
old  men  for  counsel,  young  men  for  war.  The  oli 
men  have  given  counsi  1  here,  and  it  is  not  due  to 
them  for  members  of  tiiis  Board  to  get  up  here 
and  criticise  their  characters.  1  con.'-ider  it  due 
to  them  that  this  subject  shall  go  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares— the  J  ?int 
Committee.  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  go 
there. 

Alderman  Clark— I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Alder- 
man admit  that  two  or  three  of  those  trees  shonld 
be  removed.  He  has  always  opposed  tiie  ren.oval 
of  any  of  them. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  made  the  motion,  at  the  last 
meeting,  that  four  or  five  be  rcmo\  ed. 

Aldeiman  Clark — That  was  ;if„cr  he  knew  they 
would  be  lenioved.  I  think  no  better  argtiuiei.t 
for  removal  has  been  made  than  the  remarks  of 
Colonel  Wilder. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  opposite  sta<;es 
that  the  Superintenelent  of  Saeeis  and  Sewers  de- 
sire the  removal  of  those  trees. 

Alderman  Clark — Allow  mo  to  correct  the  Alder- 
man. The  Superintendent  of  .'-trcets  thi;  k>  they 
shoulel  be  removed;  I  eio  not  know  that  he  desires 
it. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  been  in  contact  with 
those  gentlemen  as  of  ^eii  as  anybody  el-e,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  never  heord  chfT"  express  such  an 
opinion.  If  tins  matter  is  referreel  to  the  Joii.t 
Committee  on  Common  and  Sejuares  — 

'Ihe  Chairman- The  Chair  Will  reiuinil  tbe  Al- 
derman that  such  a  reference  is  not  in  oreler.  'i  he 
authority  is  conferreel  by  the  statute  upon  the 
Boarel  ot  Aldermen. 

Aleleiman  Power — It  seems  possible  that  fome- 
thing  might  be  eloiie  which  might  be  satisfactory 
to  everybody — tliat  some  iinpiovcment  might  be 
maele  there,  that  more  room  might  be  niaele  there, 
anel  that  those  trees,  which  aie  in  a  thrifiy  con- 
dition, might  remain  and  the  elecayeel  ones  re- 
moved. Tlierefore,  1  hope  the  matter  will  be  le- 
cominitteei. 

Alderman  Claik  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  it  was  orelere-el. 

Aleleiman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
eominit  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lOot— yeas  5,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 
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Nays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Scjuares  was  taken,  and  it  wa3 
lost— yeas  5,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldernien  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power, 
Stebbins — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  this  seems  to  come  under 
the  head  of  the  Paving  Department  I  move  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Al  lerman  Clark— I  raise  the  point  that  the  mo- 
tion is  not  in  order. 

The  Chair  u'led  the  point  well  taken,  and  de- 
clared the  motion  out  ot  order. 

The  order  for  the  removal  of  the  trees  forthwith 
was  tlien  passed — yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  follows: — 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pow- 
er—4. 

AlJerman  Worthington  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
.  Alderman  Cutter — 1  am  sorry  to  see  gentlemen 
exercise  so  much  haste  in  this  mattci,tocut  off 
the  rights  of  the  minority.  Those  trees  have  stood 
there  for  a  century ;  why  should  such  a  motion  as 
that  be  made  in  this  Board  at  this  time?  Let  us 
have  some  respect  for  those  trees,  and  not  cut 
them  down  tonight.  There  is  no  necessity  for  it. 
I  am  sorry  to  ;  ee  this  motion  made  to  cue  olf  the 
rights  of  the  minority.  I  trust  the  vote  will  be 
reconsidered. 

Alderman  Power— I  trust  the  vote  will  be  recon- 
sidered. It  seems  to  me  that  gentlemen  should 
have  more  respect  for  the  remonstrants  than  to 
pursue  this  course.  Why  this  haste  ?  Does  it  not 
show  conclusively  that  there  is  something  under- 
lying this  besides  the  public  good—  that  there  is 
some  private  axe  to  be  ground  ?  1  hope  tlie  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  will  prevail. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider— yeas  4,  nays  8, 
as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power 
—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  WcTthingtou— 8. 

ADDITIONAL    APl'ROPEIATIONS. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

By  the  chairman  for  the  Committee  on  Finance — 
Report  on  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  with  an  accompanying  order  authorizing 
a  loan  of  .1260,000  to  be  added  to  a  prior  loan  of 
$1,500,000  for  the  extension  of  Washir^ton  street 
to  Haymarket  square,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  order.  The  rejiort  was  accepted  and  the 
order  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on 
Sti  eets  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Report  that  an 
additional  loan  of  5^1,620,000  will  be  required  to 
complete  the  plan  of  street  improvements 
instituted  in  the  district  burned  over  by  the 
fire  in  November,  1872.  The  loans  so  far  raised 
amount  to  $5,001,170  65.  There  had  been  expended 
to  l<'ebruary  1,  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  for  build- 
ings, $4,2o6,131  22.  Up  to  that  date  the  paving 
had  reached  a  cost  of  *81,100  36.  $174  24  had  been 
paid  for  expenses  of  advertising,  etc.  These, 
in  all  amounting  to  ,$4,.311,405  82,  left  a  bal- 
ance of  $739,770  83  from  the  original  loans. 
Against  that  balance  there  remained  unsettled 
claims  for  land  damages  estimated  at  .?1, 750,000. 
To  tinii-h  paving  and  grading  the  streets  $400, 000 
will  be  needed;  to  pay  for  graue  damages,  $150,000. 
The  expense  attending  the  negotiation  of  the  loan 
herein  requested  will  be  probably  some  $52,000. 
The  total  of  these  sums  is  $2,352,000,  an  excess  of 
$1,612,229  17  over  the  remainder  of  the  original 
loans.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  for  an  additional  loan  of 
$1,620,000: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  boriow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  $1,620,000, 
to  be  added  to  the  Burnt-District  loan. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF    BUILDINGS. 

Alilerman  Brooks  presented  the  annual  report 
of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings ;  which  was  accept- 
ed and  sent  down. 

Number  of  Ferinits  Issued.  Fo*  buildings  of 
brick  and  stone,  640 ;  for  wooden  and  frame  build- 
ings, 569;  for  repairs,  alterations  and  additions. 
1151;  total,  23L9. 

Brick.  Stone  and  Iron  Buildings.  Fourteen  of 
thes-e  buildings  were  to  be  erected  in  Ward  1,  6  in 
Ward  2,  4  in  Ward  3,  42  in  Ward  4,  313  in  Ward  5, 


Ward  12,  11  in  Ward  13,  31  in  Ward  14,  58  in  Ward 
15,  9  ill  Ward  16.  Of  these  buildings,  43  were  one 
fiiory  high,  93  were  two  stories,  118  tlirce  stories, 
301  four  ,-  todes,  88  five  stoiies,  2  six  storie-',  1  f  even 
Stories;  215  had  Man  aid  roof-,  401  hat  loofi,  26 
pitch  roof-,  4  hip  roof-. 

Wooden  Buiidinjs.  198  of  these  buildings  were 
to  be  erC'  te  J  in  Ward  1 ;  49  iji  Ward  7;  3  in  Ward 
10;  Sin  Ward  11;  236  in  Ward  12;  33  in  Ward  13; 
70  in  Ward  14;  170  in  Ward  15;  139  in  Ward  16.  178 
of  these  buillings  were  to  be  one  story  high ;  567 
two  stories ;  158  three  stories ;  398  were  to  have 
Mansard  roof  s  287  Hat  roofs;  199  pitch  I'oof.,;  19 
Lip  roofs. 

The  number  of  nolices  received  during  the  year 
to  set  furnaces  and  other  heating  apparatus  was 
97.  The  number  of  buildings  for  which  permits 
have  bee  u  issued  to  hive  repairs  aid  alterations 
made  on  them  and  additions  built  to  them,  is  1310; 
classified  as  follow  :  Repairs  and  alterations,  932; 
addit  ons,  378.    Total,  1310. 

JnsjiecUons.  Tlie  number  of  violations,  etc.,  in- 
vestigated and  reported  upon  was  1101,  as  f  jUows: 
"Violations  of  statute,  893;  violations  of  oruinante, 
208;  total,  1101.  The  number  of  unsafe  builiing.s 
examined  and  reported  upon  was  112;  un-afe 
.  wall-,  20;  unsafe  coiidce,  1;  unsafe  girder,  1;  un- 
safe lintel,  1 ;  unsafe  feiice,  1;  unsafe  floors,  3; 
unsaf  •  h2ating  apparatu  ,  16;  dangerous  chim- 
neys, 522;  def  jciive  Hue-,  7. 

Completed  Buildhv/s.  The  whole  number  of 
brick  bull  dugs  reportea  as  being  comj  leted  dur- 
ing the  year  is  five  hundred  and  iiinity-t  e  vcn  (597), 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  sixteen  million  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  (■jl6,- 
001,225).  These  buil  lings  contain  three  hu'rdred 
and  seveniy-tvvo  (372j)  stoies,  and  acv  ommodate 
four  hunched  and  eighty-four  (484)  families.  A 
les-  number  of  Ijuildinns  have  oeen  com^  leted, 
and  a  less  number  of  famd  es  accommodated  than 
in  1872,  but  the  number  of  .  t''iesand  the  valuation 
has  increased,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  state- 
ment : 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Buildings       Families  Ac-     Stores        Estimated 
Completed,     commodated.  Completed.         Cost. 

1872 706  !WU  H3  |7,U4:J,381 

1873 5:)7  4iS  372  l(j,Uul,225 

The  increa'e  in  the  number  of  stores  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  number  cf  buil  lings  which 
have  been  completed  on  the  "Burnt  District." 
The  work  of  rebuilding  that  district  is  rapiiily 
piogressiiig,  and  up  to  date,  two  hundred  and 
seventy-thiee  (273)  buildings  have  been  reported 
as  completed.  Most  of  ihese  buil  lings  are  occu- 
pied Cither  wholly  or  in  part. 

One  building  has  been  completed  and  occupied 
on  the  di-trict  burned  over  May  30th,  and  a  num- 
ber are  roofed  in. 

Tlie  whole  number  of  wooden  buil  lings  com- 
pleted during  the  year  was  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-o  ,e  (/2i;,  containing  sixly-eight  (68)  stores, 
and  accommo  uitmg  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  (927)  families.  The  estimated  cost  of  these 
buil  iiiifis  was  two  million,  three  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  ($2,000,340). 

The  following  statement  shows  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  wooden  buildings  com- 
pleted in  1873  as  compaied  with  1872: 
No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Buildings    FamilijsAc-       Stores       Estimated 
Completed,  commodated.  Completed.       Cost. 

1872 1034        1344         SK      $3,147,535 

1873 TM  M27         B8       2,000,340 

The  whole  number  of  buildings  of  all  kinds  com- 
pleted in  1873  was  one  theusand  three  hundred  and 
eighteen,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  eighteen 
mdlion  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dolhirs. 

Conclusion.  A  marked  change  in  the  manner  of 
constructing  buil  iiugs  has  taken  place  during  the 
year.  The  use  of  woo  len  exterior  lii.ish  has  dimin- 
ished, and  non-combustille  maierinl  .'ubstituted 
therefor.  More  attention  is  paid  to  the  setiing  of 
heating  apparatus  in  buildings;  ard  standpipes 
and  oi;lier  appliances  for  cxoii;gui  hing  fires  are 
being  introauced.  Ninteea  of  the  completed 
bud  lii  gs  on  the  burnt  district  are  provided  with 
standpipes,  and  they  will  probably  be  introduced 
into  others. 

During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  evade  the 
regiilaiions  respecting  the  thickue-s  ol  vails  for 
dwelling  houses,  which  signally  failed.  We  are  . 
passing  ihrough  the  same  experiences  that  other 
cities  have  passed  though  ill  their  efforts  to  se- 
cure a  safe  me. hod  of  budding,  and  it  is  to  be  ex- 
•  pected  that  opjosition  will  be  met  with,  especially 
from  persons  who  are  interested  in  erecting  cheap 
buildings  intended  to  be  ^old  or  rented  as  soon  as 
built.  These  persons  claim  that  to  build  twelve- 
inch  walls  s-o  ii.ci  eases  the  co^t  of  buildings  as  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  tenements  for  poor  peo- 
ple, and  they  therefore  want   the   thickne-s"  re- 
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oup,  for  the  dLfference  in  the  cost  between  eight 
anfl  twelve  inthes  of  luickwork  is  but  a  tnne> 
which  becomes  insignificant  wlieu  the  incj eased- 
security  against  the  spieafl  of  file  and  the  loss  of  ' 
life  by  filling  walls  is  taken  into  corsideratioo. 
It  is  quite  certain  that  no  reduction  of  rents  would 
follow  a  dimii.ution  of  tlic  tliicliness  of  wall-. 
^  A  large  number  of  unsafe  buildings  have  been 
examined  during  tlie  year.  The  causes  which 
rendered  these  bu'lilings  unsafe  are  various,  but 
arise  principally  from  defective  con' truction.  In 
majiy  cases  the  foundations  were  Liid  on  piles 
which  were  not  cut  off  at  proper  grade,  and  had 
therefore  rotted,  causing  the  walls  to  settle,  and 
throwing  them  out  of  )ilumb.  In  o:her  cases  the 
buildings  were  originally  dwelling  houses  which 
had  been  altered  for  business  purposes,  wiihout 
any  cliange  being  made  in  their  construction,  or  , 
provision  made  for  the  increa'=ed  weight  impo  ed 
upon  them.  Such  buildings  become  perfect  man- 
traps in  case  rf  fire.  In  the  alterations  which 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  the  department 
has  endeavored  to  guard  against  ai  y  accidents  in 
the  future,  and  a  number  of  perm'its  have  been 
refused  because  the  applicants  were  >  unwilling  to 
take  the  precautions  required  by  the  department.   , 

The  suliject  of  fire  escapes  has  received  consid- 
erable .attention.  This  is  a  Mil  ject  in  which  every 
householder  has  a  direct  interest.  If  tlis  number 
of  cases  in  which  lives  have  been  lost  for  want  of 
sufficient  means  of  escape  inca>eof  fire  were 
summed  up  the  result  would  oe  appfiUing.  This 
department  can  require  that  fire  escape  >  shall  be 
pi  iced  upon  tenement  houses,  hotels  and  build- 
ings in  which  operatives  are  employed,  but  hive 
no  control  over  private  dwellings,  aiid  ic  tlierrfore 
becomes  a  personal  matter  with  every  citizen  to 
see  ihat  his  building  is  piovided  witli  ^  ome  means 
by  which  the  members  of  his  faii;ily  can  escape 
from  the  upper  stories  in  v^,ase  the  iire  i^revents 
their  escaping  f  I'om  below. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  largely  in- 
creased during  the  year,  and  the  supervisi'^n  of 
the  newly  acquired  territory  will  add  giea  ly  to 
its  duties.  In  order  to  pe-  form  the  w  ork  prope,  ly 
additional  assistaiite  will  be  required,  ami  it  is 
hoped  that  at  an  eailydaythe  City  Council  will 
take  into  coii'ideratiou  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing assistant-inspectors  for  the  new  district-.  The 
department  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  the 
Eoaul  cf  Aldermen  all  violations  of  chnpter  o77 
of  the  Laws  of  1872,  rein  ting  to  cellars  below  the 
established  grade.  This  added  to  the  duty  im- 
posed by  law  of  giving  grades  for  cutting  j  iles 
renders  the  services  of  a  person  competent  to  per- 
form such  work  almost  imperative. 

ASSISTANT   CITY    MESSENGER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Messenger  of 
the  appo  ntment  by  him  of  Foster  M.  Spurr  as 
First-Assistant  and  Henry  15.  Lotts  as  Second- 
Asei^taiit  in  his  office.  The  appointments  were 
approved. 

BlSfORTS   FROM  THE  FIRE  COMMISSIOX. 

The  ioard  of  Fire  Commissioner  ,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
a  steam  fire  engine  and  horse  hose  carriage,  at 
Fome  point  between  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Depot  and  the  Cu'tom  House,  having  considered 
the  suliject,  report  that  in  their  judgment  an  en- 
gine and  hose  carriage  should  be  placed  within 
the  points  named  witliout  much  delay;  and  that 
an  amount  sufficient  for  .he  ijurcliase  of  a  lot  of 
land  and  building  should  be  addeJ  to  the  estimate 
of  the  Superint  ndent  of  Public  Buildings  for  the 
next  financi;  1  year. 

The  board  report,  in  reference  to  the  location  of 
an  engine  house  on  Albany,  near  Dover  street, 
that  they  had  examined  the  district  and  are 
of  o,  iiiion  that  a  new  engine  house  is  reciuired, 
but  Tha..  the  location  mentioned  is  rot  the  most 
desirable.  They  re  ommend  as  preferable,  tnat 
an  engine  house  be  locate!  on  Harri-  on  avenue,  at 
or  near  the  coiner  of  Bristol  st.eet.  The  board 
propose,  if  their  policy  is  sustained  by  th-e  City 
Council,  to  consoliilate  Engine  Company  >Co.  3  and 
Hose  C  ompany  No.  2,  and  to  make  ot  them  an 
engine  company  of  permanently  employed  men, 
which  woull  le  placed  in  the  propo-ed  house. 
Ihey  would  further  recommend  that  the  new 
house  be  built  large  enough  to  cortain  al  o  the 
company  and  apparatus  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3, 
■which  would  in  that  event  be  move  I  from  its  pres- 
ent loca  ion.  1  hey  would  further  re  ommend  that 
the  present  house  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3  be 
retained  in  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department  as  a 
buil  ling  well  suited  for  a  repair  shop  proposed  to 
be  e.-tabli  hel. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment. 

OFFICERS   IN   CHARLESTOWN  COURT. 

On  motion  of  Al  .erman  Harris,  the  order  to  fix  '■ 
the  compensauDii  of  ench  of  the  three  constables 
ati  en  ling  . he  Muni  ipal  Court  for  Ch.aiiesiown  Dis- 
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Alderman  Brooks — It  has  been  suggested  to  me 
that  a  thousand  dollars  would  amply  pay  the  offi- 
cers for  their  service  ,  and  1  move  to  amend  by 
making  it  $1000  instead  of  ^120:).  ,        v 

Aide  man  Power— I  mo  ,  e  to  st  11  further  amend 
by  making  the  salary  §800.    I  have  a  few  figures 
wh  ch  show  conclusively,  to  m",  that  there  are  too  . 
m  injf  men,  and  we  have  noihing  to  say  on  that 
que>tion,  as  the  judge  has  the  liglic. to  select  as 
many  as  he  pleases.     Pie  has  select"d  three,  the 
same  number  that  they  have  in  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict.   In  the  Highland  Dlst.ict  there  were  4091 
arrests  last  year,  while  in  Chailustovvii  there  wire 
oiily  2800.    lu  only  lecpiires  three  men  in  the  Pligh-, 
land  District,  anil  I  think  that  two  woidi  be  suffi-  ' 
cient  for  Charlestown.  But  as  we  have  no  voice  in 
fixing  the  number,  I  felu  ihat  the  com  j-ensaion 
oughu  to  be  at  this  low  rate  in  consideration  of  the  - 
light  duties  to  le  peiformed.  ;,  • 

Alderman  Peters — Since  this  matter  was  laid 
upon  the  table  I  have  made  some  inquiries,  and 
from  all  that  I  can  leain  all  the  assistaine  thry 
had  in  (  harlestown,  prior  to  annexati(nl,^vas  one 
man.  But  since  annexation  the  judge  wished  to 
put  on  a  lit  le  style,  and  appoinicn  two  riiore  offi- 
cers. The  committee  first  voted  to  make  the-sal- 
aiy  ^12>)0.  I  th'nk  that  to  have  three-  men  sit 
round  the  Charl  stown  Police  Court  at  4^1200  a 
year  i :  a  farce.  I  think  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  f  .om  Ward  12  is  a  proper  one. 

Alderman  C  ut  er — It  appears  to  me  we  are  iiot 
intelligendy  infoime.l  on  thissubjrci.  1  do  not 
want  lO  do  injustice  to  any  one,  and  .therefore 
move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Salaries. 

Alderman  Power — Idovot  object  to  the  reference. 
I  h  >  ve  sought  for  some  light  and  have  go^  some., 

Aid  rman  Harris — I  did  not  propose  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  mat..er,  because,  as  1  ha;  pen  to  tome 
from  the  Chailestown  Di-tiict,  though  represent- 
ing the  whol !  city,  the  members  of  the  toard 
might  think  I  was  personally  i-teresled,  whi  h  I 
am  not.  Tiiat  order,  as  originally  reported,  comes 
from  the  Committ  e  on  (  ounty  Act  oiints,  of  which 
1  have  the  honor  :  o  be  cha  i  man.  It  was  the  iii  an- 
iinous  sense  of  tlie  committee  that  tliis  amount 
should  be  fixed.  It  simply  provided  for  the 
compensation  of  the  othcers  of  that  court, 
who  were  appointed  some  time  since  by  the 
ju.ige,  who  1  suppoe  we  mu  t  take  for 
granted,  is  comi)etent  to  know  what  the  require- " 
meiits  of  the  (ouit  are.  The  juiige  has  full  au- 
thority in  the  appointment  cf  these  men.  He 
stated  before  the  committee  that  the  gener,"l  busi- 
jjcss  of  the  court  and  the  preservation  of  order 
require  the  services  of  tue-e  men,  and  he  was  in 
favor  of  paying  them  a  larger  sum  than  even  the 
committee  recommended.  The  Board  vvill  bear  in 
mind  that  all  the  fee-;  of  these  officers  for  seaving 
writs,  etc.,  are  turned  into  the  city  treasuiy,  and  I 
fail  to  see  where  there  i-;  anycharge  or  incum- 
brance upon  the  treasury  cf  Bo.  ton.  I  hope  the 
ord'n- will  pa«s.  1  have  snftered  it  to  lie  upon  the 
table  something  like  a  m.onth  until  every  meml  er 
could  get  familiar  wdth  the  subject,  and  have 
been  in  hopes  some  otlirr  member  might  move  to 
take  it  from  the  table. 

Al  lerman  Power— I  made  a  mistake.  There  are 
only  cvvo  persons  em-loyei  at  the  Highland-Dis- 
tricc  Court,  where  they  ha\  e  the  most  ca.^^es,  wliile 
in  Chades  own  ih  ■  number  proposed  is  three.  As 
we  have  no  control  over  the  number,  we  ousrbt  to 
put  the  price  so  that  it  will  not  encourag^e  the 
fois:ii.g  upon  the  city  of  officers  thai  we  have  no 
xise  for.  1  hope  the  order  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Salaries.  Unlss  they  can  show 
better  reason  for  ihree  officers  than  i  can  find,  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  not  fix  the  salary  at  tlie 
rate  proposed. 

Aliterman  Harris^I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Alderman  liaving  all  tlij  light  he  wishes.  I  am 
not  t  trenuous  about  this  matter.  It  is  immaterial 
to  me  whether  the  officers  are  paid  .$800  or  .'11200. 
I  simply  ofiered  the  order  for  the  committee, ;  he 
members  of  which  scrutinize  things  prcity  close  ly. 
The  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  compare  the  court 
in  Charlestown  wiUi  that  in  Itoxbu' y.  Ido  not 
hesiuate  to  say  that  the  former  will  be  run  as 
cheaply  as  the  latter.  In  Charle  tow  n  the  court 
has  but  one  clerk;  in  the  Highlands  there  are  two, 
while  in  Chaile  town  the  olhcer-  are  comps  He  1  to 
remove  the  prisoners  to  the  court  room,  which 
they  do  not  do  at  the  H'ghPinds. 

The  order  was  refeiied  to  the  Cominil tee  on 
Salaries  on  the  part  of  vhe  Board— 7  fur,  4  against, 
by  a  rising  vole. 

THE  WIDENING   OF  ATLANTIC   AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received  : 

The  petition  of  ,]o  iah  Quincy  respectfully 
sheweth,  that  pttition  have  been  piesented  to 
your  Board  from  th  '  Old  (  olony  (lessees  of  the 
Union  Freight)  Rail  oid,  and  from  the  faimers 
and  market  gar  leners  who  briiig  produce  into  the 
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from  tho  Legi?lature  which,  if  granted,  might  add 
to  inercantil'  facilities,  and  reduce,  by  a  free 
market,  tlie  price  of  provisions  without  any  ex- 
pense to  the  city;  and,  whereas,  it  appears,  from 
the  printed  record  of  your  doing'',  tliat  votes  were 
influenced  and  said  petitions  rejected  on  account 
of  a  statement  made  by  Alderman  Stebbins  of  an 
opinion  given  to  him  by  the  City  Solicitor  on  a 
con-titutionnl  question  as  to  the  powers  of  the 
Legi  lacure  of  Massachusetts ;  and,  wliereas,  your 
petitioner  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  opinion 
alluded  to  was  given  in  a  personal  conversation, 
without  the  f-.ubniission  of  any  question  in  writing; 
and,  having  reasoii  to  btKeve  tliat  the  Alderman, 
in  said  conversation,  did  not  clearly  stats  the 
point  in  issue,  or  clearly  understand  the  opinion 
of  the  Solicitor,  prays  that  your  honorable  Board 
will  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  you  rejected 
said  petitions,  call  on  the'  City  Solicitor  for  a 
written  opinion  onaquetion  submitted  in  writ- 
ing, and  postpone,  uniil  such  opinion  is  rendered, 
final  action  on  an  improvement  which,  without 
costing  the  taxpayers  anything,  may  be  worth 
millions  to  the  mercantile  and  economical  in- 
terests and  development  of  the  citj-. 

Respectfully  submitted.         Josiaii  Quincy. 

Alderman  Stebbins — 1  do  think  I  stated,  when 
this  matter  was  up  Ixst,  that  the  City  Solicitor 
said  tliere  would  be  constiaitional  objections  to  it. 
I  stated  that  it  was  his  oj)inion  that  it  would  not 
be  legal  to  make  equitable  charges  for  the  use  of 
a  public  street,  but  I  do  rot  tliink  he  stated  it  so 
strongly  as  is  put  in  this  petition. 

Aldernian  \\  orthington — I  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  th"  vote  rejecting  the  order,  and  if  it 
passes  1  will  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  in  order 
to  keep  it  alive. 

The  Chairman — The  time  has  passed  when  a  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration  can  be  entertained.  The 
proper  action  would  be  a  reference  of  the  subject 
to  tne  Committee  on  Street*. 

Or-  motion  of  Al  lerman  Worthington  the  petition 
was  referred  lo  the  Joint  Commitiee  on  Stieet-i. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  up  the  order  tixing  the  salaries  of  the  city 
oflicers  (City  I'ocument  No.  26),  for  the  year  be- 
ginning April  1,  1874. 

The  sections  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Mayor, 
Mayor's  Clerk,  City  Treasurer,  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, City  Clerk,  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council, 
Cleik  of  Committee-,  City  Messenger,  City  Engi- 
neer and  City  Surveyor,  were  passed,  ihe  amounts 
being  tlie  same  as  the  present  year,  with  the  addi- 
tions for  clerk  hire  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  the  question  of  inci-easing  the  salaries  of  the 
first  and  second  assi  tants  in  the  City  Solicitor's 
office  $500  each,  ^Uderman  Cutter  desired  to  know 
some  reason  for  the  proposed  increase. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  the  committee 
were  unanimous  in  the  recommendation.  'Ihe 
gentlemen  referred  to  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
should  be  paid  as  much  as  they  could  earn  if  en- 
tirely di-connected  froin  the  city.  They  do  not 
now,  as  formeily,  have  leisure  time  to  devote  to 
private  practice. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  was  sorry  no  better  argument 
had  been  offered.  It  -was  unadvi«able  to  cUscrim- 
inate,  unless  in  the  case  of  those  wlio  had  been 
long  in  the  city's  service.  There  is  the  aged  clerk 
of  the  Common  Council ;  if  there  is  any  argument 
fur  increase,  it  is  applicable  to  him  as  well.  He 
opposed  the  proposed  increase. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins  said  the  work  of  the  clerk  of 
the  Common  Council  occupied  only  a  portion  of 
the  week,  while  the  lalior  of  the  Assistant  City 
Solicitors  was  incessant,  and  they  had  been  at- 
tended with  remarkable  success.  He  had  been 
very  agreeably  suri)rised  at  the  ability  of  the  assist- 
ants; their  records  before  the  courts  is  good,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  lecognition. 

Al  lerman  Prescott  hoped  the  recommendation 
would  be  adopted.  The  business  of  the  office  is 
increasing,  and  tlie  gentlemen  are  employed  all 
the  time.  The  salary  named  is  not  exorbitant  for 
the  first-L  lass  talent  received  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter  referred  to  the  increase  of  the 
assistants'  salai-y  last  year,  which  caused  f  oine 
jealousy,  and  they  divided  it  among  themselves. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  8  may  be  a  Utile  better 
acquainted  wiih  the  first  assistant  and  may  have 
had  some  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
salaries.  He  moved  to  amend  by  making  the  sal- 
aiy  of  each  §501)  less  than  was  recommended. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  still  further  amend 
bv  rrivini;;  the  first  assistant  $3300,  and  the  second 
$2800.    Lost. 

Alderman  Cutter's  amendment  was  lost,  4  for 
and  3  against;  and  the  Board  voted  to  make  the 
salary  of  the  first  assistant  $3500,  and  that  of  the 
second  $3000,  as  recommended. 


Al  lerman  Brooks  moved  to  make  the  salaries  of 

the  Street  Co.nmissioners  $4003  each,  instead  of 
$.3500  as  at  pre-ent.  In  the  gentlemen  compo-ing 
that  Boanl  the  city  possesses  val  lal  l-  talent. 
Other  commissioners  are  paid  $t000,  whl"}  the 
Street  Commissioners'  wo  k  is  double,  and  they  are 
ju'tly  entitled  to  the  increase. 

Al  lerman  Prescott  seconded  the  motion.  The 
duties  of  the  position  are  onerou-,  and  the  ser- 
vices are  iiivalu.iblc  to  the  ci;y.  It  was  a  simpls 
act  of  justice  that  the  Street  Commi  sioners  have 
as  high  a  salai-y  as  the  Fire  Commissioners  or  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Al  lerman  Power  thought  the  Street  Commi"- 
Fioners  were  well  satisfiea  with  th-^ir  salaries,  un- 
til th  ^  salaries  of  the  Boar  I  of  Health  and  Fire 
Commi'Sioners  were  put  higher  than  theirs.  It 
woul  1  be  better  jiolicy  to  cut  iiown  the  others  be- 
fore increasing  the.-e.  It  would  be  better  to  wait 
until  an  increase  is  asked  for.  It  was  not  just  the 
time  to  ii  crease  salaries. 

Alderman  Fmery  was  opposed  to  making  any 
generjl  changes  in  salaries  at  thi>  time,  and  he 
did  not  know  th  't  the  Street  rommi'sioners  were 
dissatisfied.  There  was  an  inequality,  however, 
but  he  would  rather  decline  to  cut  down  any  sal- 
aries after  they  had  been  fixed. 

Alderman  Biooks  thought  they  should  deal  fair- 
ly with  the  officers  of  the  City  (ioveri.ment.  The 
Street  Commissioners  have  rriore  resjioiiMbility  on 
their  s houl  lers  thon  any  other  class,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  i  bey  have  discharged  their  duties  de- 
seives  recognition. 

Alderman  Cutter  would  rather  level  the  salaries 
of  the  Board  of  Heal. hand  Fiie  Commissioners 
down  to  that  of  the  Street  Commis.  loners  than 
rai'e  the  litter. 

Al  lerman  Biooks's  amendment  was  lost,  and 
the  salary  was  fixed  as  at  present. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  moved  to  make  the  salary  of 
the  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
$1800,  the  samp  as  at  present,  instead  of  .$2000,  as 
recommended  by  the  committee. 

Alieiman  Worthington  moved  to  make  it  $2500. 
The  duties  are  arduous,  they  are  admirably  dis- 
charged, and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to  pay  him 
well. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  gentleman  favored  the 
department  over  which  he  had  charge.  Preference 
shoul  I  not  be  given  one  over  ano.h'r.  Things 
woul  1  get  on  much  more  smoothly  to  let  the  .'sala- 
ries remain  as  last  year. 

AHei  man  Worthington  was  not  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  this  clerk  any  more  than  others.  But 
when  a  man  earns  money  he  shoul  I  have  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  replied  that  other  clerks  were 
just  as  valuabl*^  as  this  one.  When  we  (oullhire 
the  same  h  Ip  for  the  same  money,  we  are  not  do- 
ing justly  by  the  taxpayers  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries in  these  panicky  times. 

Aide;  man  Prescott  said  the  recommendation  for 
the  inerea'e  came  f.om  the  Street  (  omti.issioners. 
The  duties  of  the  cl^rk  are  very  onerous,  and  they 
are  perform  hI  intelligently  and  effitieiitly. 

Al  lerman  Worthingtons  motion  was  rejected. 

Al  lerman  Cutter's  amendment  was  rejected— 2 
for,  9  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  clause  of 
the  section  if  f  erring  to  clerical  services  jieiformeJ 
for  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Al  lerman  was 
stricken  out,  after  discussion  in  oppo.ition  by 
Alderman  Cutter,  and  in  f  ivor  by  Alderu.an  Steb- 
bins, and  the  sum  was  fixed  at  $2000  as  recom- 
mended. 

Section  eight,  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Inspector 
of  Bull  ling.>  and  assi  tant=,  was  passed. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  amend  section  nine, 
by  making  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commissioners 
$3;00,  instead  of  $4000,  as  recommended.  Lost — 5 
for,  6  against. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  sec- 
tion as  reported,  it  was  lo  t  by  a  tie  vote — 6  for 
and  6  against. 

Aide  .man  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
fixing  ihe  siUaries  ot  the  Stref^t  Commissioners  at 
$3500,  and  gave  notice  that  if  it  was  carried  he 
should  move  to  make  the  sum  $4000.  It  was  but 
justice  to  the  Street  Commissioners  that  they 
should  have  the  same  salaries  as  the  Board  of 
Health  and  Fire  Commissioners;  and  undoubtedly 
some  members  had  voted  against  making  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Fire  Commissioners  $4000,  because 
that  of  the  Street  Commi  s  loners  had  been  fixed 
at  $3500.  He  was  in  favor  of  making  the  salaries 
equal. 

Alderman  Emery  was  for  standing  by  the  com- 
mittee's report,  and  he  could  hardly  see  how  they 
could  increase  the  salaries  unless  tliey  raise  those 
of  everybody  connected  with  the  City  Govern- 
ment. It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  com- 
mittee should  fix  up  a  report  to  please  everybody. 

Alderman  Brooks  supported  the  motion,  saying 
that  iniustice  had  been  done  in  this  case. 

-  '     m 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FKBHIIAIIY    ^<J,     1874. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Cotmnittcf- on  Health  on  the  ]iart  of  the 
Hoard.  E.  H.  Learnard,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Sparhawk  street,  near  the  mar- 
ket. Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paviruf.  Sidney  Bartlett 
et  at.,  that  the  Beacon-street  aiid  other  sidewalks 
bordering  on  the  Public  Garden  may  be  made  safe 
against  danger  from  runaway  teams. 

F.  D.  Osgood  et  al.,  that  the  name  of  Washing- 
ton street  be  given  to  that  portion  of  Shawmut 
avenue  in  Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury. 

Edmund  Rice,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Market  street.  Ward  19;  also,  to  be  relieved  of 
betterment  assessed  by  the  town  of  Brighton. 

KEMONSTRAXOE. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  J_,icenses : 

To  Bis  Honor  the  Mayor  awl  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  the  City  of  Boston:  (ientlemen— 1  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  the  last  regular 
meeting  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Medical  Sci- 
ence the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

"Whereas,  The  public  exhibition  of  models, 
drawings,  casts,  photographs,  etc.,  such  as  form 
the  principal  attraction  at  the  so-called  "Museum 
of  Anatomy  and  Medical  Science"  of  N.  Hallock, 
now  open  to  the  public  on  Court  street,  and  at 
that  of  Dr.  Jourdain  &  Co.,  recently  destroyed 
by  lire,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  society,  piejudi- 
cial  to  public  morality  and  decency,  and  calculat- 
ed only  to  gratify  a  morbid  curic^ity,  and  to  ex- 
cite unduly  the  apprehensions  of  sufferers,  real  or 
imaginary,  from  diseases  of  the  genital  organs ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  society  respectfully  request 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  refuse  the  application  of  Dr.  Jourdain  &  Co. 
for  a  renewal  of  his  license  to  open  the  said  mu- 
seum, and  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  close  the  museum  of  Dr.  Hallock  without 
delay. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

James  J.  Putnam,  Secv. 

Feb.  25, 1874." 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  to  J.  W.  Gerard,  Jr.,  et  al., 
11269  ee,  for  land  damages  on  Williams  street, 
West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  $1000  for  rent  of  armory  of  Com- 
pany K,  First  infantry,  at  Washington  hall,  from 
January  1, 1874.    Passed— yeas  10,  nays  0. 

Order  to  repair  Lougwood-avenue  Bridge  at  a 
cost  of  $750 ;  to  be  charged  to  *'he  appropriation 
for  Paving.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Mrs.  Sarah  Bedford  $100,  for  grade 
damages  on  Shawmut  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  to  appropriate  the  additional  siun  of 
.^292  48,  for  repairs  on  Dartmouth-street  Bridge. 
Passed. 

Order  to  abate  and  change  certain  sewer  assess- 
ments in  Catawba,  St.  James  and  Warren  street  . 
Passed. 

REPORTS   AND  ORDERS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
m'ttee  on  the  Northampton-street  District — Re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  owners  of  land«  situated  and 
lying  within  the  district,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
bounded    northwesterly    by  Washington    street, 
southwesterly  by  Eustis  street  and  Mall  street, 
southeasterly  by  Albany  street,  and  northeasterly 
by  Northampton  street,  be  and  they  are   hereby 
severally  noufted  and  directed  to  raise  all  buildings 
and  fences  upon,  and  remove   all  obstacles   and 
rub  bish  from,  their  said  lands  an  or  before  the  tif- 
teen  th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1874,  so  that  the  tilling 
of  th  e  said  lands  to  the  grade  of  twelve  feet  above 
mean   low  water  as  established  by  an  order  of  the 
Boird     of   Aldermen,  passed    September  1,  1873, 
may  b  e  conveniently,  expeditiously  and  thorough- 
ly do  ne ;  and  in  case  any  owner  or  owners  of  the 


said  lands  neglect  or  refuse  to  com))ly  with  this 
order,  the  city  will  proceed  forthwith  to  raise  said 
l)uil(lings  and  fences,  and  remove  all  obstacles 
and  rubbish ;  tlie  expense  of  (h)ing  wliich  will  con- 
stitute a  lien  ui)on  said  lands,  and  will  be  collect- 
ed as  a  part  of  the  expense  of  filling  said  lands,  as 
jiroviiled  bv  chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  by 
inserting  "and  occupants"  after  the  word  "owti- 
ers,"  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  A.  K.  Adams  for  leave  to  give  a  dramatic 
entertainment  at  Sumner  Hall,  March  3;  W.  T.  D. 
Leavitt,  to  give  concert  at  Tremont  Temple  March 
4.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris — Order  to  pay  Thomas 
Minns  and  others  .'t!363()  25,  for  damages  occasioned 
by  the  widening  of  Pearl  street.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins — Order  to  pay  S.  B.  Heus- 
tis,  poli(;e  officer,  .$15,  for  extra  .services  at  the 
i'hardon-street  Bureau.    Passed. 

THE  PADDOCK   KLMS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  in  the  execution  of  the  order  for 
the  removal  of  the  trees  on  Paddock's  Mall,  ap- 
jnoved  on  the  2.5th  inst.,  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  spare,  until  otherwise  order- 
ed, five  of  the  most  thrifty  of  said  trees,  to  be 
designated  by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  order  "  having  been  read  once,  Alderman 
Prescott  moved  that  it  take  its  second  reading  at 
the  present  session. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  woidd  like  to  know 
what  the  effect  of  the  order  will  bo. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  offered  the  order  after 
learning  the  sentiment  of  the  commuuity  on  the 
subject.  There  are  five  of  those  trees  which  ex- 
perts say  should  be  spared,  and  allowed  to  remain. 
The  sentiment  of  the  people,  as  near  as  I  can  as- 
certain, is  that  they  shall  not  be  taken  down. 
We  gave  both  the  petitioners  ami  remon- 
strants an  opportunity  to  be  heard ;  they 
came  here  and  I  might  almost  say  ninety-nine  to 
one  were  in  favor  of  the  remonstrances.  There- 
fore we  have  not  good  ground  to  stand  on  if  we  cut 
down  five  of  those  trees.  Those  two,  on  each  side 
of  the  gateway,  should,  at  least,  be  spared.  I  can- 
not see  any  harm  in  this  Board  doing  what  a  nia- 
jority  of  the  community  desire  in  this  matter. 
And,  furthermore,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
of  one  lady  who  would  vote  for  cutting  them 
down.  I  trust  the  order  will  lie  over  under  the 
rule. 

Alderman  Hall — Is  this  order  propeilytefoie  the 
Board? 

The  Chairman — It  is. 

The  order  was  read  the  second  time  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
ordered  on  its  passage,  it  was  rejected— yeas  4, 
nays  7— as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power 
—4. 

Nays — Al  lernien  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall,  Peters, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  a  reconsideration,  in 
order  to  have  the  matter  settled,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider — yeas  4,  nays 
7 — precisely  as  before. 

FROM  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  a  joint  convention  with  this  Board  on 
Tues  lay,  March  10.  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  that 
board  by  the  resignations  of  Edward  Wise  of  Ward 
il5  and  benjamin  Cushing  of  Ward  16. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  request. 

Requests  were  also  received  from  the  School 
Committee  for  temporary  accommodations  for 
the  relief  of  the  Union-street  and  Rockland  School, 
Brighton;  for  the  purchase,  as.  early  as  possible, 
of  a  lot  of  land  oa  Prospec't  street,  and  the  erec- 
tion thereon  of  a  new  sciioolhouse  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Winthrop-street  Grammar  School 
in  Charlestown ;  and  for  an  enlargement  of  the 
yard  of  the  Everett  (irammar  School  in  Dorches- 
ter, by  the  purchase  of  an  adjoining  vacant  lot; 
and  for  the  purchase  of  more  land  for  the  new 
grammar  school  in  Centre  street.  Severallv  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

THE  SALARY   BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  assignment,  being  the  order  to 
establish  the  salaries  of  city  officers  (City  Docu- 
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ment  No.  20),  for  tlie  year  beginning  April  1, 1874, 
tlie  quesiion  ))eing  ou  Alderman  j'rescoti/s  mo- 
tion 10  leconf  ider  the  vote  fixine;  the  salaries  of 
the  f  treet  Commisjioners  at  $3500. 

Allerman  I'r  pcott  supported  the  motion,  and, 
although  a  memhev  of  the  Committee  on  ?;ilarieF, 
did  not  de  ire  to  be  held  l•e^ponHiblf^  for  every 
partictilar  item  in  the  repo.t,  it  woul  I  be  i.c 
more  than  right  to  pay  the  Street  C  ommi^sior ers 
as  much  as  was  paid  the  Boai-d  of  Health  and  Fire 
Commis.'ioners,  while  it  would  be  unjust  to  re- 
duce the  salaries  of  thosf  ollicers,  so  toon  ift^r 
they  had  en.ered  ujion  the  di  chargi'  of  their 
duties.  Thedut'e^of  th'^  Street  (  oa  misf ion  ra 
had  Ijecome  much  more  onerous  and  resionfcible 
in  consequen(  e  cf  annexation. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  was  tony  the  Salary  Commit- 
tee had  noi  presented  a  rej)ort  Ui  on  whiihthey 
coulJagrte.  It  might  le  best  lo  refomm'tthe 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  Th'>  Street 
Commissioners  aie  will  ng  to  woik  for  the  same 
pay,  and  work  just  as  W(  11.  The  Boaru  had  a  duty 
to  perform,  and  he  proi.osed  to  save  the  taxpay- 
ers' money  rather  than  waste  it,  an<l  he  woild  pre- 
fer to  lower  the  sabiries  of  ihe  Board  of  Health 
for  the  reason  that  the  ordinance  e  talli  hirg 
that  board  had  been  chmged  so  as  to  allow  (he 
members  lo  engage  in  oher  busine  s.  lor  this 
reason  it  would  be  beter  io  i  educe  the  salaries  of 
the  Board  of  He.  1th  to  ,*35l)0. 

iilderman  Prescottunderr  lood  thai  he  was  elect- 
ed to  deal  ju^ily  and  f  filly  by  the  officers  cf  ihe 
city.  The  (  iiyCouicil  has  iiot  been  ill  the  habit 
of  waiting  for  officers  to  ask  for  an  ir.create  of 
s;'laiy.  This  Board  did  not  wait  last  year  for  tlie 
efficient  City  Clerk  to  a^k  for  a  vacation,  which  he 
shoul  1  have  had  eve.  y  year  he  has  been  iu  i  he  ser- 
vice. The  last  <luty  the  ci.izen':  of  1  o-ton  will 
complain  of  will  be  the  laiMi.g  of  the  saL^r-es  of 
resjioiisible  officers  in  Ciiy  Hall. 

Al  leiman  Bower  believed  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners pe  form  thsir  duties  as  f  liihfully  and  are 
as  competent  as  any  other  officers  iu  Ci:y  Hpll, 
but  they  had  not  a  ked  for  an  increaf  e,  ana  he  did 
not  believe  ai  ybody  world  ha,ve  askt'd  fo.  such 
increase  had  there  not  been  a  little  jealousy.  'J  ho 
principal  reason  urged  for  raisingche  salaries  if 
the  Steet  Commissioners  was  ihat  the  Fire  (  om- 
missioners  and  Board  of  He;  1th  have  ^4000  a  year, 
and  Ihat  is  thought  to  be  a  ml'  ctioii  on  ihe  Street 
Commissioner  .  liut  because  the  board  of  Health 
and  Fire  (  oinmissioi  ers  get  more  than  they  aie 
wor;h  is  no  re  ison  the  salaries  of  the  istieet  Com- 
missioners shoul  I  be  iaised.  lie  was  prepared  to 
reduce  the  salaries  of  the  Boar. i  of  Heal  h  and 
Fire  Commissioners.  J  he  board  (f  Heal  h  can 
cairy  on  any  oih  r  business  and  that  is  a  good 
reason  why  their  salaries  shor Id  be  reduced.'  He 
hadf.ivoied  giving  the  Fire  Commissioners  icSOOO, 
because  they  waiiicd  men  cf  g.eat  experience 
and  knowledge  in  the  business.  But  such  men 
had  not  been  selected.  They  lo  doubt  pe.foim 
the  duties  as  well  as  they  can,  bu.;  it  was  no  argu- 
ment that  because  these  men,  having  no  expe- 
rience, get  a  large  salaiy,  that  o. her  men,  having 
a  large  expeiiencp,  shoi  1  l  ha,  e  their  siJaries 
rai  ed.  Instead  cf  increar  ing,  he  ho];ed  the  board 
woull  reduce  some  of  the  salaries. 

Alderman  Broolcs  did  not  think  there  was  any 
jealou'-y.  The  mode  ty  (f  the  members  of  the 
btreet  Commission  would  not  fllow  ihtm  to  a-k 
for  an  increase  of  sfdaiy.  \\  h  le  in  tlii-  Board  he 
piopo  ed  to  ueai  hoiie>tly  and  above  board.  When 
he  ha<l  found  men  who,  lyiheir  capabdi  y  and 
expe  ience,  save  the  ciiy  alaige  sum  cf  nioney, 
he  thought  it  his  du.y  to  consincr  their  ca  e,  even 
if  ill  ir  modesty  prevented  themfiom  asking  for 
an  increase  of  salary,  the  Street  Commissiouertj 
n'ltend  stri  1ly  to  their  duties,  and  can  always  be 
found  at  their  posts. 

Ab.eiiuaii  S.enbi.  s  thought  perhaps  Ihe  prob- 
lem could  be  solved  better  if  the  subjoct  were  laid 
upon  th  J  ial  1  ?  for  awh  le  and  be  taken  up  1  y  and 
by.    He  moved  lo  lay  the  section  oa  the  tai  le. 

Al  del  man  brooks  (.ailed  for  the  yeas  and  nay.s, 
and  the  motion  prevaile-i — yeas  G,  nays  5. 

Yeas — Aldermen  bigelovv,  ClarK,  Cutter,  Power, 
Stebbius,  Worthiiigton— G. 

Nays — Al iermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Feters, 
Prescott— 5. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  reconsider  the  voVe 

of  the  last eeting  increasing  the  sal.aries  cf  ihe 

lirst  and  Secoiiu  Assistant  City  Solicitors  $.500 
each;  and  Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  recon' ider 
the  \ote  tixiijg  the  salary  of  the  cleik  cf  the 
board  of  Street  Commissioners  at  §2000,  both  of 
which  nio'ions  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  section  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Com- 


missioners at  $4000  was  passed,  and  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote,  by  Alderman  Hall,  was  lost. 

Section  fixing  salaries  of  Board  of  Health  at 
$4000  each. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  amend  by  making  it 
$3500,  for  the  reason  that  the  ordinance  allows 
them  to  do  other  business.  There  is  very  little 
work  for  them  to  do,  and  in  justice  to  the  taxpay- 
ers the  salary  should  be  reduced. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  if  the  ordinance  had 
not  been  changed  before  they  accepted  the  po- 
sition. 

Alderman  Cutter  replied  that  it  had. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  vote  on 
making  the  salary  $3500  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  it  was  lost — Yeas  5,  nays 6 — as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott, Stebbins,  Worthington— 6. 

The  section  was  then  passed,  aswereabo  in  suc- 
cession the  sections  establi  hing  the  salai'ies  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Health  at  $3300  and  the 
City  Physician  at  $3000. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Port  Physician  at  $1000, 
and  Assi-  tant  Port  Physician  (if  such  officer  be 
needed)  at  $75  per  month. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  who  determined  the 
necessity  of  having  the  assistant? 

Alderman  Worthington  understood  that  it  was 
determined  by  the  Directors  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry and  the  Committee  on  Health,  after  con- 
sultation. 

The  Chairman  read  section  41,  page  345,  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  city  of  Boston  of  1861,  which 
provides  that  the  Port  Physician  shall  appoint  an 
assistant. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  subject  of  the 
Assistant  Port  Physician's  salary  be  laid  over  for 
the  present,  as  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  ne- 
cessity for  the  office.  The  duties  were  of  so  light 
a  nature  that  the  Port  Physician  could  attend  to 
them. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  Assistant  Port 
Physician  is  stationed  at  Rainsford's  Island,  and 
the  Port  Physician  at  the  House  of  Industry,  and 
thej'  are  both  constantly  employed.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  have  such  an  officer  at  Rainsford's  Island, 
where  there  are  so  many  poor  people ;  there  is  a 
positive  necessity  for  the  office 

Alderman  Power  understood  that  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  were  going  to  have  the  Port 
Physician  removed  from  Deer  Island,  and  if  they 
did  not  want  him  there  he  could  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  two  such  officers. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  if  he  was  re- 
moved from  the  House  of  Industry  they  certainly 
would  need  an  assistant.  The  Port  Physician 
examines  vessels,  and  they  only  propo'^e  to  give 
him  a  ijlace  somewhere  else,  to  allay  the  fears  of 
the  inmates  of  contagious  diseases.  Ihat  is  the 
only  objection  he  had  heard  to  the  Port  bhysician 
being  stationed  at  the  House  of  Industry. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  it  would  do  no  harm 
to  establish  the  salary,  and  if  the  assistant  is  not 
needed  he  can  be  discharged. 

The  section  was  then  passed,  as  was  also  the  one 
fixing  the  salary  of  the  City  Registrar  at  $3000, 
and  $1700  for  his  principal  clerk,  and  $3160  for 
clerical  assistants. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Board  of  Heallli  at  $4000, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  for  the  reason  that  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  fixing  the  salaries  of 
Street  Commissioners  had  been  lef  used. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table.    Lost. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  it  would  prevail,  for  the 
reason  that  the  most  important  ilause  in  the  ordi- 
nance had  been  wiped  out.  Some  of  the  members 
cf  the  Board  of  Health  are  doing  a  larger  business 
than  before,  and  for  that  reason  the  salaiy  is  ex- 
traordinarily large.  One  cannot  serve  two  mas- 
ters ;  where  they  have  their  own  business  that 
must  be  attended  to,  and  the  city's  business  will 
be  neglected.  It  is  out  of  all  reason  that  their 
salaries  should  be  $500  more  than  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  if  the  ordinance  relating 
to  the  Board  of  Health  had  been  modified. 

Alderman  Power  explained  the  ordinance;  the 
clause  forbidding  them  to  engage  in  other  busi- 
ness had  been  stricken  out. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  if  it  was  not  done  pre- 
viously to  these  gentlemen  accepting  the  positions. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  had ;  through  the  influ 
ence  of  one  member  the  Board  was  prevailed  upon 
to  strike  out  that  clause,  and  if  some  gentlemen 
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■had  the  power  to  vote  upon  it  again  they  would 
reenact  it. 

Alileiman  Worthington  did  not  think  they  could 
faiily  reconsider  I  he  niotioj.  All  will  renlember 
that  Mayor  Gaston  tried  to  get  gentlemen  to  take 
thj  position,  hue  found  it  nnpoisible  to  get  the 
riglit  men  to  accept  it  with  the  clause  in.  When 
Mayor  l^ierce  cani(>  in  it  was  by  common  consent 
abolislied.  One  of  two  things  .shouKl  be  done — 
pay  tliem  thut  money  or  abolish  the  office.  The 
Board  should  deal  liouorably  with  them  as  they 
would  wiih  individuals.  He  believed  the  Board 
of  Health  are  enileavoring  to  do  their  duty,  but 
tliey  liavf  liardly  begun  their  work. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  their  duties  were  not 
less  arduous  now  tlian  when  tliey  were  appointed. 
Alilernian  Worthington  replied  that  they  were 
not;  th 'ir  duties  are  increasing  eveiyday;  they 
are  looking  after  the  general  liealth  of  the  city. 
Gentlemen  vvill  remember  how  strongly  they  took 
hold  of  the  smallpox.  Give  them  a  chance.  We 
all  remember  that  Charles  Sumner  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  .-enaior  of  the  United  States  for  a  year 
befOiC  he  made  a  single  speech,  but  how  would  it 
have  looked  tlie^v  for  the  State  to  have  said  he  had 
done  i.o.hing,  and  ask  hiu  to  resign.  He  was 
studying  the  iiusiness  of  the  Senate.  The  e  men 
are  siuaying  and  learning  their  duties  and  we 
shall  tind  iu  the  course  of  the  year  an  inii)rove- 
ment  in  the  general  health  of  the  city,  'the  gen- 
tleman fioin  Ward  G  opposed  the  Oider  to  place 
the  Inspector  of  Milk  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  because  that  is  the  oi.ly  department  which 
is  responsible  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  he  wants 
to  keep  a  little  power  in  our  hands.  That  is  a  poor 
argument.  We  are  under  an  obligation  to  give 
the  iioa;d  of  HeaUh  a  chance  and  to  continue  their 
salaries  at  ?j4!)00. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  his  remarks  were  that  the 
office  of  tlie  Inspector  of  Milk  had  been  as  eco- 
nomically run,  if  not  more  so,  than  any  other  in 
City  Hall.  Tue  gentleman  f.om  the  Highlands 
himself  (lid  not  see  why  it  sliould  be  changed  and 
maile  a  motion  to  lay  the  onler  upon  the  table, 
showing  conclusivtly  that  he  did  not  know  any- 
thing about  it.  He  proposed  to  know  what  he  is 
doing  in  this  Board  and  not  introduce  every  order 
lef  V  on  his  desk.  There  is  no  question  that  the 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  are  less  arduous 
than  they  were  a  year  ago,  and  they  are  reaching 
out  to  get  the  inspector  of  Milk,  tie  stood  there 
to  defend  the  taxpayers,  who  pay  the  bills  and 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  Government.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  have  a  stewardsiiip  to  account 
for;  let  them  do  their  duly  under  all  circum- 
stances without  fear  or  favor,  and  the  taxpayers 
will  reward  them. 

Alderman  l^ower  said  the  salaries  were  estab- 
lished for  one  year.  No  one  could  dispute  the 
f  ac.  that  when  tne  smallpox  was  raging  the  Board 
of  Health  did  all  they  could.  But  the  smallpox 
has  been  obliterated  and  he  did  not  see  how  any 
one  could  say  their  duties  are  as  arduous  now  as 
they  had  been.  There  was,  therefor*>,  good  rea- 
sons why  they  should  reduce  these  salaries,  but  he 
did  not  \visli  to  be  understood  as  assailing  the 
Board  of  Health.  He  had  worked  a  whole  year  to 
perfect  that  ortlinance,  but  the  most  important 
clause  was  wiped  out,  and  gentlemen  in  this 
Board  who  voted  to  do  so  have  regretted  it  ever 
since,  for  it  could  not  but  impair  the  usefulness  of 
that  board.  No  one  can  say  when  they  shall  or 
shall  not  be  here. 

The  Chairman  read  section  five  of  the  ordinance 
establishing  a  Board  of  Health,  providing  for  the 
members  holding  office  for  one,  two  and  three 
years  respectively. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  obliged  to  the 
Chairman  for  reading  the  section;'  those  men 
were  selected  for  one,  two  and  three  years,  with 
the  direct  understanding  that  they  should  have 
f4000.  The  city  could  not  get  the  gentlemen  it 
wanted  under  the  clause  referred  to. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  salaries  were  fixed 
not  only  for  that  particular  exigency,  but  with  a 
view  to  tlie  future.  They  did  not  expect  the 
smallpox  to  rage  in  the  city  all  the  time,  but  if  it 
was  *4000  would  be  very  small  compensation.  He 
was  for  standing  by  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Salaries,  who,  he  supposed,  had  given  better 
attention  to  the  subject  than  any  one  member 
could.    He  should  vote  against  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Bower  did  not  suppose  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  could  give  any  better  reason  for  report- 
ing 5i;4000  than  that  they  found  it  on  last  year's 
bill.  What  the  salary  has  been  has  nothing  to  do 
with  what  it  should  be.  There  is  not  a  member 
who  thinks  the  Board  of  Health  so  well  qualified 


to  do  their  duties  as  the  Street  Commissioners, 
who  were  chosen  because  of  their  long  experience 
in  thit  business.  '1  he  salaries  of  the  Board  of 
Health  are  too  high,  and  there  is  every  reason 
why  they  should  be  reduced. 

Alderman  Stebbins  did  not  know  th-^t  the  Comr 
mittee  on  Saliries  examined  each  itt  a  bv  itself 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  did.  But 
they  were  unanimous  that  the  duties  of  th  >  Board 
of  Health  require  their  entire  time  ;  that  the  mem- 
bers of  that  board  are  competent  to  dis(  harge 
their  duties,  and  were  entitled  to  .^4000  salary,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  for  a  cliange.  He  placeii  but 
little  weight  to  the  striking  out  of  1  he  tLuise  re- 
ferred to,  for  the  board  are  giving  th  ir  entire 
time  to  the  service  of  the  city,  working  a-  many 
hours  a-i  the  heads  of  other  dei)artments  do.  In 
the  ordinance-;  relating  to  the  o  her  dei)ar;ments 
th'^re  is  nothing  requiring  the  officers  to  devote 
their  entire  time  to  the  city,  and  the  only  excep- 
tion to  the  rule  is  Uiat  in  relition  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment. The  public  think  the  Board  of  HeaUh 
earn  §4000,  and  will  stand  by  the  Aldermen  in  vot- 
ing for  it. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays 
7 — as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  SVoithington— 7. 

Order  fixing  salary  of  Inspector  of  Provisions  at 
$2000. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  why  this  office  is  essen- 
tial, as  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  Mar- 
kets is  invested  with  the  same  power. 

Alderman   Stebbins  said  the  office  was  created 
in  1871  or  1872,  when  the  city  got  the  power  from 
the  Legislature.    The  Superintendent  of  Faneuil- 
>^  Hall  Markets  performs  the  duty  in  the  immediate 

vicinity  of  that  marke;",  and  cannot  go  out  of  those 
limits.  The  Inspector  goes  out  to  all  parts  of  the 
city  and  intercejits  wagons  bringing  meat  into  the 
city. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  Inspector  ever 
visited  Blackstone  Market. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  did  not  know,  as  he 
did  not  buy  his  meats  there. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  the  Inspector  did 
go  there  he  did  not  have  the  right  kind  of  an  effect 
on  the  meat. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  it  was  lost — 6  foi  and  6  against. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  if  it  is  not  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  order  entire,  it  is  necessary  to  fix 
some  sum. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  the  Inspector  is  to 
be  appointed  he  ought  to  have  $2000. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote.  He  thought  the  saLiry  shoul  I  be 
fixed;  if  the  Alderman  from  the  Charleitown  Dis- 
trict wanted  to  abolish  the  office  he  should  take 
the  proper  course. 
The  vote  was  reconsidered — 7  for,  5  against. 
Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  be  strick- 
en out. 

Alderman  Stebbins  caUed  attention  to  the  fact 
that  by  the  terms  of  annexation  Charlestown  has 
no  Inspector  of  Provisions. 

Alderman  Harris  said  they  had  no  market  house 
either. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  he  supposed 
then  that  the  people  there  did  not  use  meat ;  but 
people  in  other  sections  do,  and  need  an  Inspector. 
This  officer  does  good  service ;  he  is  up  at  all 
hours.  lUackstone  Market  has  given  him  more 
trouble  than  any  other  in  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthington  did  not  like  the  way 
they  were  treating  the  subject ;  if  the  Aldermen 
wished  to  abolish  the  office  they  should  repeal  the 
ordinance  which  establishes  it. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  if  the  act  was  not 
covered  by  section  eleven,  relating  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Faneuil-HaU  Market  and  the  Deputy-r 
Supeinteudent. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil-Hall  Markets  has  no  power  to  go  out  of  the 
market  building.  The  object  of  the  law  is  to  have 
an  officer  who  shall  go  to  the  outskirts  of  the  city 
and  intercept  teams  as  they  come  in ;  for  instance, 
in  the  spring,  when  they  bring  in  slunk  veal  to  sell 
to  poor  people. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  who  the  gentleman 
holding  the  office  was,  where  he  could  be  found, 
and  what  were  his  qualifications. 

Alderman  Stebbins  referred  the  Alderman  for 
his  qualifications  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  he 
could  be  found  in  the  saddle  early  every  morning, 
before  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  is  up. 
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Alderman  Hall  was  very  fond  of  riding  in  the 
saddle  early  in  the  morning,  but  did  not  feel  like 
voting  a  man  5f2000  for  doing  it.  He  hoped  they 
■would  not  establi  h  a  snlary  for  an  officer  that  no- 
body knows  anyihing  of. 

Alderman  Brooks  agreed  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  an  in- 
spection of  meats,  and  had  no  doubt  this  was  an 
Important  posilion.  He  thought  it  worth  more  to 
the  city  than  the  Hoard  of  Health,  and  it  would 
be  belter  to  reduce  that  board  to  one  man  and 
thus  i-ave  fome  money. 

AUlerman  I'rescott  did  not  like  to  hear  the  dis- 
cussion ;  the  order  had  better  be  laid  over  in  order 
that  gentlemen  might  inform  themselves  of  the 
ottice  and  how  the  othcer  tills  the  position.  He 
moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table.  Carried — 8 
for,  2  against. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  recommit  the  whsle 
matter  of  salaries  to  Ihe  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott  had  no  objection  to  a  recom- 
mittal. 

AMerman  Cutter  thought  committees  should 
make  reports  that  they  could  explain  and  back 
up. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  committee  reported 
the  salary  of  Inspector  of  Provisions  at  $2000  be- 
cause they  knew  no  reason  for  a  change. 

Alderman  CiiUer  said  that  Alderman  Power  .sup- 
posed the  salary  of  the  Board  of  Health  was  re- 
ported at  .ii;4000  for  the  same  reason. 

Alderman  Stebbins  ilid  not  admit  any  ignorance 
as  to  the  dvities  of  the  I'lSiaector  of  Provisions ;  he 
should  receive  $2000  a  year;  lie  was  to  keep  a  horse 
and  carriage  out  of  that  sum.  The  Alderman  de- 
fended the  report  of  the  Salary  Committee,  and 
expressed  suri)rise  at  the  onslaught  made  on  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  they  should  agree  upon  a 
report  .and  stand  by  it.  They  had  reported  the 
salaries  of  the  Street  Commissioners  at  ,ii;3500,  and 
one  member  had  advocated  §4000. 

Tlje  motion  to  recommit  was  lout. 

Aideruiau  Peters  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  sections  establishing  salaries  were  success- 
ively i)assed  as  follows:  Superintendent  of  the 
Public  Library,  $3000 ;  Superintendent  of  Common 
Sewers,  .$3.300 ;  Superintendent  of  Streets,  $3000; 
Superintendent  of  i  ublic  Buildings,  $3t00;  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Lands,  $1800;  Superintendent 
of  Printing,  $2,000;  Siipe'intendent  of  Faneuil- 
H?ll  Markets,  $2500;  Deputy-Superintendent  of 
Faneuil-Hall  Markets,  $1500;  Superintendent  of 
FaneuQ  Hall,  $500. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  $3000. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  that  the  sum  be  made 
$3500,  and  said  that  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
has  no  assistant  as  the  Superintendents  of  Streets 
and  Public  Buildings  have,  and  his  salary  was  not 
increased  two  yeai's  ago  when  the  others  were ;  he 
is  required  to  be  up  both  early  and  late  attending 
to  his  duties. 

Alderman  Peters  wished  to  add  a  word  in  favor 
of  this  increase.  The  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
has  no  assistance  in  the  territory  lately  annexed 
to  the  city.  The  whole  expense  of  conducting  the 
office  has  been  but  f  1100,  besides  his  salary  of 
$3000.  He  takes  the  whole  care  of  the  department 
himself. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  he  remembered 
rightly  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
was  not  increased  two  years  ago. 

Alderman  Peters  said  there  was  another  reason. 
The  present  Superintendent  of  Lamps  is  a  man  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  as  they  expect  that  gentle- 
men in  the  prime  of  life  will  increase  and  multi- 
ply they  should  supply  the  means  to  increase  and 
multiply  upon. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  there  seemed  to  be  two 
arguments  for  increase  of  salary;  first,  "the  head 
of  the  department  of  which  I  am  the  head,"  and 
second,  "he  is  in  the  prime  of  life.'  He  believed 
they  should  increase  all  alike  if  they  were  going 
to  increase  at  all.  The  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands  had  not  had  an  increase  of  salary  for  several 
years. 

Alderman  HaU  said  the  duties  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lands  had  become  almost  nothing, 
■while  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
increase  every  day.  A  comparison  of  the  two 
offices  will  be  favorable  for  the  Superintendent 
of  Lamps.  He  has  to  superintend  every  branch  of 
the  work,  and  every  order  for  the  repair  of  a  lamp 
has  to  go  from  his  office. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  duties  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Lands  had  been  verv  much  in- 
creased  by   annexation.      The    same  "argument 


would  also  apply  to  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers 
and  Streets. 

Alderman  Emery,  although  indorsing  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Lamps,  would  stand  by  the  report;  though 
he  had  been  very  much  suiprised  tl-iit  the  com- 
mittee had  not  increased  the  salaries  of  both  the 
Superintendents  of  Public  Lands  and  of  Lamps. 

'the  motion  of  Alderman  Hall  to  make  the  sala- 
ry $3500  was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Prescott,  Peters 
—4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 8. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  make  the  sum  $.3300. 

Alderman  Prescott,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  ac- 
cused of  trying  to  slaughter  his  own  reporl^,  hoped 
the  motion  would  prevail.  He  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive new  light.  The  committee  had  not  had 
time  to  make  a  thorough  examinatiou  of  all  the 
departments,  but  if  gentlemen  say  that  a  raise  of 
two  or  three  hundred  dollars  in  particular  cases  is 
justifiable,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Power  thought  that  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  heads  of  other  departments  had  been 
enhanced  a  great  deal;  he  had  not  advocated  an 
advance  in  their  salaries,  because  of  the  burdens 
the  city  has  to  bear,  and  the  expenditures  neces- 
sary to  make  this  year ;  it  is  not  a  good  time  to  in- 
crease salaries. 

Alderman  Emery  said  that  as  tli"  Committee  on 
Salaries  are  not  agreed  upon  their  report,  he 
should  feel  justified  in  voting  for  the  increase,  in 
this  case.  He  had  supposed  the  committee  had 
made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  last  speaker  had  pass- 
ed by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  whose 
salary  had  not  been  increased  for  several  years, 
because  the  committee  recommended  it.  He 
thouglit  the  subject  deserved  intelligent  atten- 
tion, and  that  was  why  he  moved  to  recommit. 

Alderman  Emery  did  not  propose  to  s^^and  by 
the  report  unless  the  committee  stood  by  it  them- 
selves. They  seemed  to  disagree  among  them- 
selves, and  he  felt  justified  in  taking  the  course 
he  did. 

Alderman  Hall  spoke  of  the  onerous  duties  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  who  has  to  be  out 
late  in  the  evening  and  early  in  the  morning  to 
see  that  the  regulations  are  carried  out,  while 
some  other  heads  of  departments  do  not  come  to 
City  Hall  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  like  the  idea  of  gentle- 
men trying  to  raise  the  salaries  in  departments 
with  which  they  were  connected. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  could  vouch  for  one 
morning  when  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  went 
out  early  in  the  morning,  for  he  went  with  him,  to 
Charlestown  to  see  if  the  lamps  were  propeily  put 
out. 

The  Board  voted  to  make  the  salary  $3300— yeas 
7,  nays  5— as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  HaU,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

The  section  was  then  passed,  as  amended,  by  the 
same  yea-and-nay  vote  as  the  last. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost 
— yeas  2,  nays  8. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Cutter,  Power — 2. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow, Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthing- 
ton—8. 

Sections  fixing  the  salaries  of  various  superin- 
tendents were  passed  successively,  as  follows: 
Neponset  Bridge,  $300;  Granite  Bridge,  $250;  East 
Boston  Ferries,  $2500;  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital, 
$2200 ;  Master  of  House  of  Correction,  $2000 ;  Super- 
intendent City  Hospital,  $2500. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  $2200. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  make  it  $2500. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  make  it  the  same  as 
last  year,  $2000. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  would  vote  for  that,  pro- 
vided the  city  would  allow  him  a  horse  and  wagon. 

Alderman  Cutter  objected  to  that,  as  it  would 
cost  $1600. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  officer  was  formerly 
allowed  $500  for  the  use  of  his  horse  and  carriage, 
but  since  the  law  forbidding  officers  to  have  any 
interest  in  contracts  with  the  city  had  been 
passed,  he  could  not  be  paid  for  the  use  of  his  own 
horse,  and  his  salai-y  had  virtually  been  reduced 
$500.  In  regard  to  the  present  incumbent  he  had 
nothing  to  say. 
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Alflcrrmn  Cutter  f aid  he  iinderftood  that  the 
Bo:ird  hnd  not  jiaid  liim  for  horse  hire,  but  the 
coirmitiee  liid  ;  llowcd  liis  bill. 

j\li!ermaii  Cuiler  in  the  eh  lir. 

Al  lei  mnii  CI  irk  f  ,'lt  it  his  (hity,  as  chairman  of 
the  Coiiiiiiittee  on  <  omnioi),  lo  Fay  a  word. 
If  the  Supei  iiiieudeui  of  Common  is  euti- 
11  (1  io  umle.  take  the  duties  of  th;  office,  he  is  en- 
ti.liMl  to  th  '  iiH  rease.  If  he  i-^  not,  then  the  mem- 
bers of  the  IJoard  have  str.ltified  themselves  by 
ijiianiinou'ly  elpciint?  him.  ''he  Supeiintendent 
of  Common  keojjs  liis  own  horse  and  carriage, 
and  pay.-  his  own  bill ;  out  of  ihe  5?20OO  salary,  and 
he  does  not  receive  >o  much  as  he  did  three  years 
ago. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chau'. 

Alderman  Cutter  ha  i  nothing  to  say  in  regard 
to  till'  ccmpeleniy  cf  ihe  officer,  but  he  had 
Ftatcd  to  the  Al  lehnaii  that  he  is  satisfied  with 
his  t ;  laiy,  and  if  he  is  it  did  nol  become  the  Board 
to  put  ibis  adi'iiion  1  burden  on  the  ciiizens. 

J  Merman  Hall  asked  if  the  statement  was  not 
on  condition  that  the  citywoull  furnish  a  horse 
and  vrhii  1?. 

Al  lermau  Cutter  said  that  was  the  first  informa- 
tion h  •  had  of  ir. 

/I  lermau  l'. rooks  thouglit  he  could  not  be 
accused  of  favoritism  'n  this  case,  a-  he  was  not 
in  that  department,  but  he  thought  the  officer 
de  erved  to  have  $.500.  The  siilary  had  not  been 
incraased  when  those  of  the  other  supeiintendents 
we  e. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  matter  had  been 
dicu^se.l  by  thi!  <  ommitlee,  and  they  had  recom- 
mended an  luciea-e  of  $200. 

jM  lermau' Power  would  vote  to  make  it  $2500, 
becau'-e  it  would  be  giving  just  what  the  officer 
h  id  leceiiCd  bcfoie. 

1  h'^  1  oard  voted  to  make  it  $2300— yeas  8,  nays 
4,  rs  follows : 

Yeas — Al  lermen  Figelow,  Brookr,  Clark,  Em- 
ery, Hf  r,  Fowei-,  Prcsco.t,  Worthington — 8. 

Nay  — Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters,  Steb- 
bins— 4. 

The  section  was  then  passed  as  amended— 8  for, 
3  against. 

Sections  were  then  passed  fixing  salaries,  as  fol- 
lows: Superintendents  of  Tiucks  and  Wagons, 
Pawnbrokers'  and  Intelligence  Offices,  each  $4  per 
d.ay,  and  their  assi>-tants  each  $3  50  per  day; 
Ctiicf-of -Police,  53000;  Deputy  do.,  $2500;  Clerk 
do.,  tliOJ;  Captains,  ,$4  per  day;  Lieutenants, 
^o  tOierday;  Sergeants,  $3  25  per  day;  Patrol- 
men, $3  per  (lay. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  chairman  of  Board  of 
Asfes  oi'sat  $;500  (an  increase  of  ^ 500),  of  other 
memb'  rs  at  $3000. 

Aldeiman  Cutter  moved  to  strike  out  $500  from 
th  ;  chiirman's  srlary ;  he  did  not  know  any  rea- 
fOii  why  the  f haiiman  should  have  more  than  the 
other  members. 

Al  lermau  Stebbins  said  this  was  an  increase 
that  i-lKJuld  be  made  above  all  others.  If  there  is 
a  man  in  l"o  ton  who  ha-  done  f  lithful  service  in 
the  last  ten  year.;  it  is  'Ihomas  Hill  ,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors,  it  was  made  without  any 
apilication.  He  believed  in  gtfcirg  the  bes.t  men 
and  advancing  their  sal  iries  without  asking  for  it. 

Al  lermau  Cutter  said  it  was  very  i  leasant  to 
recommead  and  vote  for  an  increase  of  salary, 
and  have  the  gentleman  come  round  pf terwasd 
and  t h  ike  you  by  the  hand  and  return  thanks  for 
it;  but  he  piopo,-ed  to  do  his  du.y  by  the  taxpay- 
ers. It  is  not  conrlu'dve  that  Mr.  Hills  will  be 
churman  of  the  i-oard  of  Assessors;  that  board 
elect  their  own  chaiiman.  Why  not  put  his 
name  in  the  order  if  the  money  is  intended  for 
him? 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  City  Council  under- 
stood it  very  well.  If  the  Board  of  Assessors 
elect  an  incompetent  person  to  that  podtion,  he 
thought  the  C  ity  Council  wcmll  see  something 
about  the  salaries.  .All  that  the  Alderman  from 
W.ird  G  had  doi:e  for  the  city  i •■.  no  hing  in  compar- 
ison wi.h  what  Mr.  Hills  had  done;  Mr.  Hill-i  had 
(loiu'  more  in  one  day  than  the  Alderman  coultl  do 
if  he  sat  at  this  J'oai  d  ten  year; . 

Al  lerman  Power  thougho  the  City  Council  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  If  they  want  to 
give  Mr.  HiUs  the  salary,  wh-'  not  put  his  name  in. 


Perhaps  the  Asses.sors  will  not  elect  Mr.  HiUs 
chairman;  .'#500  is  worth  looking  after;  other  mem- 
bers of  that  Board  no  <loubt  think  they  are  just  as 
competent  as  Mr.  Hills. 

Alilerman  Stebbins  was  happy  to  state  that  the 
Board  of  Assessors  recognize  the  justice  of  this 
appropriation,  and  that  in  Mr.  Hdls  they  possess 
an  able  chairman  who  will  be  reelected.  " 

Alderman  Brooks  hoped  the  section  would  pass; 
he  was  only  sorry  the  clerk  of  the  Assessors  was 
not  included,  because  his  able  services  are  cheap 
at  $3500.  The  chairman  has  a  large  amount  of 
work  to  do  and  does  it  faithfully. 

Alderman  Cutter's  motion  was  lost;  the  section 
was  passed — it  for,  2  against— and  a  motion  to  re- 
consider, by  Alderman  Prescott,  was  lo.st. 

Sections  fixing  salaries  of  First- Assistant- Asses- 
sors at  seven  dollars  per  day;  Second- Assistants 
at  six  dollars  per  day,  and  the  further  sum  of  .*i400 
to  the  First  and  $350  to  the  Second-Assistants;  and 
section  limiting  sessions  of  Board  of  Asses.'ors  to 
August  7th,  from  June  16th,  and  directing  the 
Auditor  and  Treasurer  to  pay  to  the  several  offi- 
cers in  Sutfolk  'County,  prescribed  by  law.  Passed. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  sal- 
aries of  the  First  and  Second  Assistant-Solicitors 
was  taken  from  the  table  on  motion  of  Aldeiman 
Steblains,  and  the  Board  refused  to  reconsider. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  sal- 
ai-y  of  Clerk  of  Street  Commissioners  was  taken 
from  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 
The  Board  refused  to  reconsider. 

The  order  fixing  salary  of  Inspector  of  Pro- 
visions was  taken  from  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins,  who  said  he  had  just  had  an 
interview  with  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil- 
Hall  Markets,  and  he  had  ascertained  that  that 
officer  performs  more  duty  than  the  Alderman  had 
any  idea  of.  His  labors  begin  at  daylight,  and 
continue  until  in  the  night,  on  Saturdays  often 
as  late  as  twelve  o'clock.  During  last  j'ear  that 
officer  had  seized  hundreds  of  carcases  of 
poor  meat  brought  heie  to  be  sold  to  poor 
people.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Markets,  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  that  he 
should  be  appointed. 

j^ldei  man  Harris  inquired  what  were  the  duties 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  Markets. 

Alderman  Prescott  replied  that  he  had  general 
siyiervision  of  the  affairs  connected  with  the  mar- 
ket— inspecting  provisions  within  the  market. 

Alderman  Harris  did  not  know  but  this  officer 
is  much  need  >d,  but  he  doubted  it.  He  would  like 
to  have  the  order  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Markets. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  this  proposition  a 
renewal  of  the  discussion  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  Superintendent^ol  Faneuil  Hall-Markets.  The 
question  is  whether  $2000  is  a  fair  salary. 

Altlerman  Cutter  said  he  was  chairman  of  a 
Committee  on  Diseased  Meat  in  1871,  and  f^om 
their  report  originated  this  office.  He  supposed 
that  the  Board  of  Health  should  look  after  those 
duties.  He  believed  there  should  be  somebody  to 
look  after  the  immense  (juantities  of  diseased 
meat  which  come  iiito  the  city.  If  the  officer  per- 
fo!  ms  the  duty  well,  §2000  is  none  too  much. 

The  order  was  passed— 9  for,  3  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  salaries  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  the  Board  refused  to  reconsider  by  a  tie  vote. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Streets 
was  fixed  at  $3600.  The  Aldeiman  hel  I  that  his 
duties  were  .as  important  as  tho-e  of  any  other  offi- 
cer and  have  been  almost  doubled  by  annexation. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  reconsider  the  en- 
tire Salary  bill,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

After  brief  discussion  by  Aldermen  Cutter  in 
favor  and  Alilerman  Stebbins  against  the  motion, 
Alderman  Power  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost— yeas  4, 
nays  8,  as  1  ollows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power 
—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  AV^orlhington— 8. 

The  Board  rt  fused  to  reconsiiler  the  biU,  and,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    36,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  lialf-past  sevf  n  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  SUepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  .Tosiah  Ouincy,  Company  A,  First 
Kegiment  Infantry,  William  Elms,  Zelotes  Prince 
an'l  Mary  J.  Wood  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  for  1873 
(City  Uoc.  No.  22)  placed  on  lile. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Health  recommending 
reference  to  Board  of  Health  of  petition  of  Decos- 
ter,  Plumer  &  Co.,  for  the  location  of  water  closets 
near  Faneuil-Hall  Market.  Accepted,  and  peti- 
tion so  referred. 

Reports  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
viz.:  1.  In  favor  of  the  location  of  an  engine  and 
hose  carriage  at  some  point  between  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  and  Custom  House.  2.  Recom- 
mending the  location  of  an  engine  house  on  Har- 
rison avenue,  at  or  near  the  corner  of  Biistol 
street.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Dei^art- 
ment. 

Communication  from  City  Messenger  appoint- 
ing Foster  M.  Spurr  First-Assistant-Messenger, 
and  Henry  B.  Lotrs  Second-Assistant-Messenger. 
Appointments  approved. 

Order  authori^.ing  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  look  of  ter  all  acts,  etc.,  for  annexation 
to  Boston,  and  to  coifer  with  parties  engaged  in 
framing  such  acts.    Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  in  favor  of 
ord.'r  for  a  loan  of  .'5i260,OuO,  to  be  added  to  the  loan 
for  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to  Hay- 
market  square.  Report  accepted  and  order  (City 
Document  No.  23)  passed — yeas  54,  nays  0. 

The  substitute  order  for  removal  of  so  much  of 
the  restriction  on  land  of  Trustees  of  Boston  Col- 
lege as  will  permit  them  to  build  within  seven 
feet  instead  of  ten  feet  of  James  street,  came 
from  the  Aldermen  r.on-concurred  in. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  with  the  Alder- 
men in  passing  the  original  order  as  rei-orted  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— When  I  introduced  that 
substitute  order,  I  did  iioc  intend  to  make  any 
change  except  in  the  matter  of  form,  to  which  I 
supposed  no  one  would  object.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee  on  I'ublic  Lands,  the  order  was  not 
13ut  in  form,  and  I  did  not  know  what  the  order 
was  until  I  saw  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Al  ler- 
men.  It  then  seemed  to  me  thnt  the  order  written 
out  by  Mr.  Hall  was  in  an  objectionable  shipe. 
After  con  ulting  with  Mr.  Healy  on  the  sub- 
ject I  presented  the  substitute  order  and  put 
It  in  a  form  which  I  thought  would  not 
be  objectionable.  I  suppose  there  woul  I  have 
been  no  trouble  had  it  noo  been  that  Mr.  Hall  went 
to  see  Mr.  Healy  to  consult  in  regard  to  the  two 
orders,  and  came  away  with  what  1  think  is  a  mis- 
apprehension of  Mr.  H^aly's  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject—not intentional,  however.  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Healy  to  lay,  and  Alderman  Emsrywa-;  to  have 
seen  him,  but  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  they 
have  had  a  conference  or  what  has  been  the  result, 
but  I  feel  quite  confident  that  if  this  matter  lies 
over  another  week,  it  will  be  agreed  upon  that  the 
substitute  is  the  better  form,  and  that  they  will 
find  that  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Healy.  There 
is  al-o  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  tomorrow,  and  I  think  they  will  be 
united  on  the  subject.  I  move  that  the  subject  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— In  conversation  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  today,  he  stated 
th  It  he  had  taken  the  substitute  order  and  also 
the  order  of  the  committee  to  Mr.  Healy,  who 
said  it  did  not  make  the  slightest  difference  which 
order  passed.  1  think  the  order  from  the  Board  of 
Al  lermen  ought  to  pass,  and  I  hope  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  merely  wi=h  to  add 
that  Mr.  Healy  stated  to  me  that  he  did  not  make 
the  representation  in  the  form  stated  by  Mr. 
Flvnn. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  only  desired  to  state 
that  Mr.  Hall  told  me  that  Mr.  Healy  told  him 
that  one  order  was  as  strong  as  the  otlier,  and  it 
made  no  difference  which  order  passed. 


Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— The  order  jjassed  by  th© 
Board  of  Al  lermen  was  re  ommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  1  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  substitute  or  ler  was  passed  at  the 
la^t  session,  or  1  should  have  olj'ctid.  I  ho^e 
the  moiion  to  liy  upon  rh  '  table  w  11  not  prevad. 
The  Sui)erin.e  ident  of  Public  Lan  Is  tol  I  me  that 
the  City-Solicito  •  state!  lo  h  m  that  there  is  no 
different  e  between  the  two  orders. 

Mr.  Dean  of  NVar  I  12— With  m!^  having  exam- 
ined th' matte,,  I  have  a  g'nieral  impress  on  in 
f 'vor  of  th  !  or  ler  whic  h  i.revaileJ  in  the  board 
of  Aldermen,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  if  there  is 
the  slightest  objection  it  ough.  to  li  ■  over.  No  in- 
tere  t  w  11  suffer,  and  the  id' a  of  hastei^ing  it  is 
objectionable. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  ordy  rea'^on  I  have 
urged  the  nutter  is  that  contract-^'have  been  given 
out  by  the  Ttu-tees  of  the  Boston  Coll  ge,  and 
they  are  desirous  of  pu  h  ug  Ih  •  wo  k  forwaul  as 
sooii  as  possil  l8.  I  think  tbe  Council  will  arrive 
at  the  same  conclusioii  in  auother  week. 

Mr.  Beal  of  War  I  Iti- As  I  ua<ler-tan  1  th'?  sub- 
stitute order  it  wa-  to  make  tae  <  i  y  exemi)t  from 
any  li.abiliiy  f  jr  damage  to  the  other  abutters,  and 
fo    that  reason  I  think  it  shoul  I  pass. 

Mr.  Fly  n  of  Ward  7-1  think  the  o':jectio  a  of 
the  gen'leman  f.om  War'-  15  is  very  carefully 
guarded  by  the  order  presented  by  the  commictej. 

The  order  was  Iii  1  upon  the  table. 

Repot  f.'om  the  Com-nittee  oa  Siiecti  o:i  th-i 
pait  of  the  Board  of  Al  lerm'^n,  w  cli  an  order  for 
an  additional  loan  of  .*1,020,000,  to  be  added  to  the 
Burnt  district  Lo  in,  cam  >  f  om  tlie  Al  lermen  re- 
f erre  1  to  the  Commitice  on  Finance. 

Mr.  I  lynn  of  Ward  7 — As  this  is  a  matter  which 
involvesthe  exjendiUi'e  of  a  very  large  amount 
of  money,  and  has  i  ot  been  either  before  the 
Joint  Standing  (  ommii-.tee  on  Streets  or  the  Com- 
mon Council,  I  move  that  the  report  and  order  bo 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part 
of  the  Co  incil. 

Mr.  Da;:ey  of  Ward  20— I  shoul  1  like  to  krow 
whar.  is  customary  in  such  cases  before  1  vote  on 
th  s  question. 

Mr.  llynn  of  Ward  7 — Wh^n  loans  are  made,  it 
is  done  by  vote  of  bo:h  b'nnche-.  Tlii-  is  a  matter 
for  an  additional  1  )an  for  a  committee  <  f  the 
Board  of  Al  lermen,  lo  complete  the  j  Ian  (  f  street 
improvements  inslituied  in  the  lur;  t  district,  but 
it  has  never  been  before  the  Jo'nt  Committee  on 
Strtets.  I  a^k  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mit! ee  on  Streets  on  the  pari  cf  the  Coicimon 
Council,  that  it  may  be  presented  in  pio  cr  form. 

Mr.  We^t  of  Ward  16—1  presume  thnre  is  no 
luirry  in  regard  to  lhi«  loan  and  I  see  i  o  objec- 
ton  lo  its  gong  to  the  Committs  e  on  Sfeet  •.  The 
F  nance  Committee  will  he-  thankful  for  any  in- 
formation ihey  may  get  from  a  committee  cf 
eiiher  branch. 

The  report  and  or.'.er  were  referred  to  the  com- 
miit  e  on  Streets  on  tbe  part  of  the  Council. 

Rer;uf sts  of  the  School  Corami.t-  o  rrlative  to  ad- 
ditional accommod  itions  for  tbe  Unon  Street  and 
Rod* Ian  1  f^-chool  ,  Brighton;  Winthiop  street 
Pchool,  Charlestown;  Ev<  rett  Orammrr  school, 
Dorch-^sier,  and  tln'  proposed  ncwgiammar  school 
in  Centre  street.  Severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pu'  lie  Instruction. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  Pclicc-Offlcer  S.  B.  Eustis, 
$15,  for  extra  services.    Read  once. 

Rejiort  and  order  fixing  the  salaries  of  ci;y  offi- 
ceis  for  the  yerr  1  eginnirg  Ajiril  1,1874.  Read 
and  specially  as'-igned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  f'jr  half-past  ei^i^ht  o'clock  on  Thur.-day 
evening  next. 

Order  to  allow  S;iOOD  for  rent  of  armoiy  of  Com- 
pany K,  Fir-t  Inf  nitry,  at  Washington  llall,  from 
January  1,  18,4.    Read  once. 

Reporn  and  order  f  om  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Nor^hampton-strf  et  District,  giving  notice  to 
owners  ;ind  occupants  of  lau'ls  on  said'  district  to 
remove  all  buildings,  obstacles  and  rubbish  there- 
from on  or  before  April  15,  1874,  and  in  case  the 
same  is  not  done  ly  said  owuers  and  occup.''nt.s, 
l^roviding  for  its  being  done  by  the  city.  Order 
passed. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  report  of  the  'a'-t  m<eting  of 
the  Coim-il  states  that  I  sail  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners had  not  male  up  th^ir  es:;imaLes  fo:- the 
yar.  It  was  a  mi-under.-tanding,  no  doubt,  as 
the  commissioners  had  made  up  their  estimates, 
and  the  committee  had  CO  sideredthem.  I  stated 
that  the  committee  had  not  finished  au  examina- 
tioii  of  the  looks  and  pn])er'-\  I  see  the  rejiorter 
understood  me  to  say  tne  commissioners.    I  wii^h 
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<to  have  it  corrected,  iis  I  do  not  Msh  to  reflect  oti 
the  coinmisi-ioners.  ■      •" 

':  UNFINISHED   BlTSlNESS.  '  '  ' 

.  feeport  and  order,  authorizing  the  Treasurer,  t<j 
pay  the  amount  pf  Ipst  coupons  op  satitfa,otory  ev- 
idence of  tlieir  lo.-s  being  i)rpcluced,-  ajid  otliep 
(.'onditibns  therein  named.    I'assed. 

Order  for  the  payment  of  one-half  of  the  fees 
for  dog  licenses,  that  liave  been  received  in  West 
Koxbury,  to  the  West  Roxbury  Free  Library. 
I'assed. 

Order  to  pay  the  superintendents  and  draw  tend- 
ers of  bridges  in  Charlestown  and  Brighton  the 
same  compensation  received  V)y  them  previous  to 
the  first  Monday  in  January  last,    fassed. 

Order  for  a  tran>fer  of  §5000  from  the  Reserved 
I'und  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges.  Passed — 
yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  €.  Richards  $25,  on  account 
of  rent  of  armory  Company  F,  First  Regiment  M. 
V.  M.    Passed— yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  Captain  James  J.  Flynn  of  Com- 
pany I,  Ninth  Kegimeiit  M.  V.  M.,  $8'J  40,  to  reim- 
burse him  for  taxes  paid  in  1873,  on  armory  of  said 
company.    Passed— yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  §700  per  annum  from  January  1, 
1874,  for  rent  "of  armory  of  Company  G,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  in  No.  11  City  square,  Charles- 
town  District.    Passed — yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  .$800  per  annum  from  January  1, 
1874,  for  rent  or  armory  of  Company  C,  First  Bat- 
talion of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  of  High  and 
1  earl  streets,  Charlestown  District.  Passed — yeas 
55,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERBED. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Alonzo 
r.  Harmon,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  receiv- 
ed by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dover-street  Bridge. 

By  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Petition  of  Brown 
&  LeBarron,  for  compensation  for  services  at  the 
burial  ground'^  in  Charleftovvn. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  Franklin 
Hopkins  and  two  hundred  othrrs,  recommending 
the  election  of  Marcellus  Carpenter  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  from  Charles- 
town.   Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Communication  from 
De  Costa  &  Sawyer,  offering  to  sell  alot  of  lanel  to 
the  city  for  school  purposes  in  Charlestown.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDEES  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Report  for  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street 
Distri>.t  recommending  the  passage  of  rhe  accom- 
panying orelor : 

Orelei^ed,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  the  Noithampton-street  Dis- 
trict be  anel  they  are  hereby  authorizeel  to  enter 
into  a  contract  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston 
with  Phineas  E.  Gay  for  furnishing  good  clean 
earth  or  gravel  and  elepositing  tlie  same  on  the 
Northampton-stieet  District,  so  called,  so  as  to 
raise  the  cellars,  back  yarels,  vacant  lots,  street, 
passageways  and  places  on  saiel  district  to  the 
uniform  grade  of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low 
waier,  the  price  paid  to  saiel  contractor  for  fur- 
nishing anel  depositing  the  earth  or  gravel  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  saiel  joint  special  committee 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  six  dollars  and  forty 
cents  for  each  square  of  eight  cubic  yards  as 
measured  by  the  City-Engineer. 

The  order  was  reael  once. 

By  Mr.  Flatleyof  Ward  4— 

Whereas,  The  existing  want  of  public  urinals 
and  water  closets  is  seriously  detrimental  to  the 
healtli  of  the  citv,  and  their  immediate  establish- 
ment, particularly  in  densely  populated  and  busi- 
ness localities,  is  demanded,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  establish  such  urinals 
and  water  closets  anel  place  tliem  uniler  proper 
cu' tody —the  number  of  the  same  to  be  as  large  as 
said  board  believe  the  public  necessity  and  con- 
venience require. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  have  no  doubt  that  is  a 
very  proper  order,  and  one  which  the  City  Coun- 
cil ought  to  pass.  But  that  very  matter  is  now 
under  consideration  by  the  Board  of  Health  and 
the  Committe  e  on  Health,  anel  an  appropriation 
of  §8000  is  to  be  askeJ  for  the  establishment  of 
such  places.  I  notice  the  order  reejuests  the 
Board  of  Health  to  do  it  forthwith ;  until  they  get 
an  appropriation  that  will  be  impos.'-il  le.  Ttic 
m.atter  will  come  before  the  Council  in  the  Appio- 
priation  bill.  I  do  not  object  to  the  order,  but 
merely  state  the  facts  for  the  information  of  thn 


Council.    I  move  that  the  order  be  i  ef  erred  to  the 

Joint  Committee  on  Health.    .     . 

;  It  was  so  i-eferred,  i  .         , 

'        ,  ELECTION  bF  oVli:iiSEERS  OF'tl^IEtOOK. 

On  mot'ou  of  Mr.. Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  majpiiiy 
repo,it  nominating  'Jliomas  C.  Amory,  Li.ervis 
Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Sniiuel  B.  Crrf . ,  and  minoiity 
repoit  nom  nnting  Lytlia  M.  WariiCr  ij,steael  ef 
said  Cri  f  t  (City  Doc.  No.  28.),  as  suitalle  candi- 
elates  for  Over,  eers  of  the  Poor,  were  taken  f .  om 
the  tal  le. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5—1  move  to  sub  titute  the 
mil  oriiy  report  for  thit  of  the  luajority. 

The  1  resident — The  Chair  elocs  not  think  it  nec- 
essary for  the  Council  to  t  lUe  any  vole  upon  either 
of  the  reports ;  the  proper  action  is  toiJioceeato 
an  ele  'lion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  maele  the  motion  in  order 
that  it  may  be  understood  why  the  mii  oiity  have 
come  to  the  conclusions  that  iliey  have.  If  we  go 
into  a  ballot  it  will  pi  event  the  minoi  iiy  from  an- 
swering any  sugne^t'ons  which  may  eonie  np. 

Mr.  I  eikius  of  Ward  16— It  is  with  e  oa^ide.-:il  le 
embarrassment,  sir,  that  I  rise  here  lo  advocate  a 
mil  ority  ret  ort  on  a  :  ul  ject  of  ;o  much  inij  or- 
tance  as  this,  loih  on  account  of  myiec  nt  ce)r- 
nectiou  witli  the  (  ouncil,  anel  f  om  ihe  f  ict  that 
my  judgmenr  is  in  a  measure  set.  up  in  thi  maiter 
against  gentlemen  on  that  committee  <f  vafily 
iriore  experience  in  bu  iness  niatinis  perta  nirg  lo 
the  City  (iovernmont  than  myself.  But  a  para- 
mount sense  of  ihe  im,  ortancV  cf  the  subjeci,  and 
of  my  eluty  in  the  pr  niise- ,  must  be  my  ext use  for 
eletaining  the  Counc  1  to  lisieu  to  ihereaons 
which  iiieluced  me  to  sign  anelsu]>po!i  this- minori- 
ty report.  It  i"-,  ^ir,  the  hi-toiy  cf  all  in^ttutions 
and  corporations  that,  as  they'g  ow  old,  they  be- 
come elletp.  Abuses  ereep  into  their  man- 
agement almost  imperceptiLly.  It  is  only  by 
the  infu  ion  of  new  elements  anel  new  <  haiac- 
teiistics  iiro  the  management  of  lho:,e  i  oiijora- 
tions  that  they  can  be  keptabiea't  wiih  ihe  time', 
and  in  accorel  wiih  the  sentiment  of  th3  a,  e.  We 
neeel  no  f  irtlier  proof  of  that  as;  i-it  on,  sir,  than 
is  to  be  found  in  the  variou-;  (!cf  1  ation  ,  mnl- 
feasau'  es  and  misappropriations  of  funds  in  cor- 
porations, under  the  very  eyes  of  men  who  hnve  a 
direct  pecuniaiyinterc-t  andrcspo.  sibiluy  in  ill  ir 
iiianiigement.  Anel  cetanly,  jf  we  tinel  tlo  e 
abuses  I  reeping  into  iho  e  corpora  don,  we  may 
well  expect  Ihein  to  creep  into  ihe  manrgrmeni; 
of  institutions  in  which  gentlemen  have  oily  a 
tiduciaiy,  and  not  a  pecuniary,  inteicst.  "it 
was  claimed  by  some  ni'  inl;ers  cf  the  com- 
mittee that  the  subsli.utioa  of  Mif.  A\'ar- 
rer  for  Me  Crnfi;  wo.  Id  be  a  great  in- 
novation upon  the  preceding  manner  of  making 
these  nomiiiat  ous.  Well,  sir,  I  can  coin  ei\e  ihau 
that  is  no.,  a  v>  ry  serious  ol  jection.  Tiie  dec. rid 
telegra-h  was  ail  iunovat  on  upon  former  modes 
of  tiansmiiting  thought ;  the  vciy  clothes  we  \.  e.ir 
uiion  our  backs  aie  <in  innovation  Uj  on  the  style 
cf  the  Garden  of  Eden  —  but  I  do  not  think  ;ii.y 
geiiileman  will  wish  to  go  back  to  the  prinniiy 
style  of  gjirment  in  iliose  day,-:,  it  was  at  o  sug- 
gested cliat  the  presein  e  of  a  laay  on  that  board 
might  rot  be  ag.eealle  to  the  ge  llenit  n  com- 
po-,iiig  it.  I  have  o  ly  io  say,  i:i  reply  to  that  olj- 
jection,  tha.  if  the  prese  ce  of  a  weman  on  tliat 
board  posessing  a  natural  capaeity  and  elisiosi- 
t  on  for,  and  ex,.eiiei.ce  in  the  ]iio])er  i  eifor.n- 
ance  of  those  dutie  s,  is  an  objection  te)  tho 
gentlemen,  it  affords  one  of  the  ^tl•Ol;geit  ar- 
gumen  s  wiiy  this  Counc  1  tliorld  supi  ort 
this  mii.onty  report.  I  have  tak-  n  veiy  <  on- 
sideraLle  pains  to  get  information  coiuier.  ing 
tliis  nomination,  and  the  mo.e  I  think  eif  it  tho 
more  I  am  sati  lieel  wi  h  the  p;o  aietv  of  thi  re- 
port. Mrs.  Warner  was  connecteirfor  live  years 
with  the  Five  Points  Mi  sio.i  in  New  Yoik,  anel 
during  nearly  all  her  1  f"  she  has  bBi  n  e'oing  dec  ds 
of  chrrity  anel  bene.olence  which  m  ny  of  us 
might  be  gl  id  to  emulate.  In  i  oint  of  capacity, 
Illness  anel  aelai-tiib  li  y  for  any  of  the  duti  s  of 
thit  board,  I  do  i  ot  hesutate  to  saj  that  siie  is  the 
peer  of  any  member  of  it.-  History,  sir,  is  f  nil  of 
instances  in  which  women  ha\e  been  insaiimenial 
in  ameliorating  the  co.  ditioii  of  the  poor,  the 
nio.t  piomincnt  of  which  is  Miss  Amelia 
hievking,  which,  I  have  no  <  oubt,  is  fam  liar 
to  the  members  of  the  Councl.  Finding 
the  1  oor  of  <Termany  in  a  lamci  ialle  conelit  oi  , 
slie  set  herself  to  woik  to  elevate  them.  After 
many  years'  laboi  in  Hamburg  ;  he  was  c:  lied  1  y 
the  crowned  Inaels  of  Dcnmaik  ami  Piu-sia  to 
perform  similar  duties  theie,  whie  h  ;  he  did  with 
entile  satisfaction,  not  only  to  ihe  fovcmmei.t, 
but  to  all  the  peoi-le  of  Prussia  and  Denmaik,  and 
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flied  lamented  by  all  Kurope.  Similar  in- 
ftances  may  be  mentioned  in  the  cases  of 
Mrs.  Frye  and  Kloience  Nip;liting,'>,le.  I  can 
conceive  of  no  hann  to  come  by  Ilie  (lection 
of  Mrs.  Warner  to  that  board.  It  his  been 
the  univor.-al  custom  here,  I  believe,  lo  nomi- 
nate m(  mber.s  year  :  f  ler  year.  Ic  is  daimed 
by  some,  and  I  am  af  aid  it  is  sup' osted  by  ihe 
facts  in  the  case,  that  al)uses  and  ineffi'  i'  ncy  have 
crept  into  the  manapementi  f  this  charity  ih;ough 
the  officials  in  chaigejaid  of  (ourrcwe  have  to 
loolv  to  their  ;  nper  ors  as  the  le  jion-  ible  person'- . 
I  hive  given  con  iderablo  time  to  this  investiga- 
tion; have  had  various  inter,  ievvs  wiih  Mr'-.  W.ir- 
ner,  and  have  been  to  >pe  many  o  her  peo)  le  who 
know  of  her  and  her  labors,  and  1  have  yet  to  lind 
one  man  who  does  not  say  h  he  will  make  an  effi- 
cient member  of  thiit  board.  I  ha\  e  not  taken 
pains  to  con  uU  the  menders  cf  that  boar<l,  ex- 
cept one,  an  1  he  state, I  that  the  <ii_'Ction  of  Mrs. 
Wainerwoidl  be  agrreable  lo  him.  ltru?tihe 
Council  will  'ee  the  propriety  of  this  substitution 
and  will  Mi|iport  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  add  a  word  in  a  idition  to  what  has 
been  said  by  my  f  olleagne,  but  I  woul  1  like  to 
stale  the  present  status  of  the  chat  italic  institu- 
tions in  this  city  which  are  managed  very  largely 
by  women,  in  order  tofhowthit  this  is  no  i  ew 
proposition  at  all  thit  is  now  made  to  plane  a 
woman  upon  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  I'oor. 
I  will  cite  fiom  the  report  of  the  Board  of  S.;ate 
Charities,  made  in  January  to  the  Legislature,  as 
required  bylaw.  1  do  not  nropo-e  to  read  it,  ex- 
cept to  state  that  of  the  iiistitutions  in  Jio  ton  for 
purposes  of  chari  y  there  are  eighteen  already 
managed  by  boards  of  diiectors  con:  tituted 
of  men  and  women.  I  will  call  the  name? 
of  some  of  the  institutions,  because  I  ihitik  that 
after  the  meiition  of  them,  gentl  men  mayp,osi- 
bly  recognize  the  fact  that  women  have  served 
upon  these  boards  to  great  advantage.  In  the 
flrst  place  there  is  the  North-End  Disjjensary  for 
Women  and  Children — PresiJent,  Noah  Mayo, 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  John  Hobbs,  and  others.  House 
of  the  Good  Samaritan— Mr  .  G.  C.  Shattuck,  Mrs. 
G.  Howland  Shaw,  Mrs.  Chailes  H.  Appleton,  Mrs. 
H.  Thayer,  Horace  Gray,  Jr.,  (Chief -ju  lice  of  the 
Sujireme  Court)  Henry  S.  Scurgis  and  Miss  Anne 
S.  Robbins.  Home  for  Aged  Men — managed  by 
men  and  women.  Home  for  Aged  Women — Presi- 
dent, Henry  B.  Roger-~  and  twelve  ladies  and 
eighteen  gentlemen  for  managers.  Home  for 
Aged  Colored  Women — President  Rev.  John  Park- 
man;  'treasurer,  Chaile-  G.  Lo;ing;  Clerk, 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Homans.  Winchester  Home  for 
Aged  Women — President,  Live^us  Hull,  one  of  the 
genilemen  we  have  nominated — twenty-flve  ladies 
and  twelve  gentlemen  manage  this  institution. 
Children's  Home  and  Hon>e  for  Aged  Females  in 
Roxbury — President,  John  Rogers ;  Vice-Prtsi-- 
dent,  Mrs.  Solon  \V.  Bu  h;  Secretary,  Sarah  Bun- 
ker— twenty-four  managers,  three-fourths  <  f  them 
ladies.  Chdiren's  Friend  Society  of  Bo  ton— offi- 
cers chosen  annually— those  serving  now  are, 
President,  Mrs.  Wdliam  T.  Eustis;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mrs.  J.  A.  Lane,  Mrs.  J.  Lincoln,  Mrs.  C.  I). 
Co  lid;  Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  T.  Snow,  etc.  These, 
wi  h  twelve  ladies,  are  the  managers.  Temporary 
Hjme  for  the  Destitute — an  institution  started 
by     John     Augustus     and   Eliza     Garnaut — and 


Mrs.  Anne  S.  Gwynne  is  the  matron.  Churc,lj- 
Home  for  Orphm  and  Destitute  Children — Presr 
ident  of  the  ladies' Board  cf  Managers,  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard Kay;  Sedrelary,  JVIrs.  N.  W.  Curtis,  etc.  In- 
fant School  and  Children's  Home,  C  harlestown — 
I'resident,  Mrs.  Gu<tavus  V.  Hall.  Baldwin-]]laqe 
Home  for  Little  Wanderers— President,  J.  War- 
ren Merrill,  etc.  Massai  husetrs  Infant  Asylum, 
Brookline— Martin  Brimmer,  T.  C.  Amory  and 
■  Mary  J.  Quincy  were  among  the  founders.  In 
Salem,  New  Bedford,  SpiingficLI,  Worcester,  all 
these  institutions  of  chardy  are  managed  by  both 
men  and  womi'ii.  Now,  sir,  it  may  be  said  that  we 
will  make  an  innovation;  but  I  cannot  see  it.  I 
have  cited  these  iustbucions  in  order  to  show  that 
it;  is  no  new  view.  Your  committee,  as  my  col- 
league has  well  said,  have  taken  great  pains  to 
analyze  this  matter.  They  have  looked  into 
th'!  workings  of  this  institution,  and  they  have  be- 
come sati-fled  beyond  peradveuture  that  the 
change  will  be  benehcial  to  the  poir,  and  I  shall 
hope,  Mr.  i'resident,  without  saying  anything 
Inore,  that  the  Council  will  be  induced  to  gi\  e  this 
mutter  f  lir  con-ideiation.  It  certainly  can  do 
no  hann,  and  it  may  be  tlie  means  of  doing  a  great 
deal  of  good.  We  have  gone  no  further  than  to^ 
nominate  one  woman  at  this  time,  but  as  an  indi- 
vidual! hope  that  next  year  we  shall  jdace  another 
M'oinai)  OM  th  it  board,  if  we  shall  elect  one  this 
year.  I  really  believe  that  if  one-half  of  that 
board  can  be  compoed  of  women,  it  will  be  a 
great  deal  better  for  the  poor  and  very  much  bet- 
ter for  the  interests  of  humanity  in  the  city  of 
Bo  ton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  substitute 
th' minority  for  the  majoiity  report  prevailed,  as 
follows : 

"V  eas— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Burditr,  Cawl  y,  Collin'-,  Crocker^ 
Dacey,  Davis,  Dean,  ijlaJey,  Flynn,  Hicks,  Hine, 
Hunnewell,  Jennii.gs,  Leach,  Loiing,  Martin,  Mc- 
Carty,  Noye-,  Page,  Perkins,  Shaw,  tibley.  Smith, 
Spraguf,  Thacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
Whis.on.E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 39. 

Nays — Barnes,  Bleiler,  Brown,  Burgess,  Butler, 
Crouley,  Cushman,  Day,  Fuller,  Goluihwait,  Gor- 
don, Kent,  Kimball,  Minot,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  i-utnam,  RusseU, 
Sweetser,  West— 25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot,  and  Mjssr-.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13  and  Putnam  of  Ward  15  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

WI10I3  number  of  votes 65 

Necessary  to  a  choice 33 

Thomas  C.  Ainory 62 

Liverus  Hull .51 

Ira  Allen 52 

Samuel  R.  Cruft 28 

Lydia  M.  Warner 33 

Marcellus    Carpenter 11 

Jennie  Collins 2 

M.  J.  Croak 1 

And  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Leverus  Hull,  Ira  Allen> 
and  Lydia  M.  Warner  were  declared  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    a,    1874. 


The  rej^ular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
rterinen  was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Nine  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Undertakers— Constant  T.  Benson,  William 
Cooley,  Lewis  Jones.  David  Harden,  John  W. 
Pierce,  Nahum  P.  Whiting,  Job  T.  Cole,  William 
H.  Brown,  Benjamin  F.Smith,  Philip  E.  Fiel.l, 
John  H.  Peak,  Jeremiah  O'Sullivan,  William  E. 
Brown,  James  Haynes,  Robert  S.  G.  Harden, 
Hugh  Taylor,  Jeremiah  Tinkham,  William  I). 
Rockwood,  Ira  W.  Orcutt,  Philip  Kennedy,  George 
V.  Field,  Joseph  S.  Waterman,  William  Manning, 
John  Heintz,  John  Haynes,  James  Farrell,  Eben- 
ezer  Bird,  John  M.  Lavery,  Larell  Gleason,  George 
Johnson,  Samuel  J.  Crockett,  Hyman  L.  Wiener, 
James  Cotter,  George  A.  Willard,  John  B.  Burke, 
Lewis  L.  Jones,  John  Feeney,  Hugh  HcCaffrey, 
Alonzo  T.  Baxter,  Jabez  B.  Cole,  Simon  Berry, 
Timothy  Daly,  JohnDoolin,  John  Sullivan,  Joseph 
Weckerle,  Joseph  B.  Cassidy,  William  K.  Whitney, 
Isaiah  Snow,  Alexander  Alexander,  J.  P.  Keefe, 
E.  H.  Dunne,  Bernard  E.  Murray,  Ethan  N.  Co- 
burn,  John  Bryant,  Patrick  Denvir,  John  Reade, 
Matthew  HoUien,  Benjamin  Guild,  James  Coggs- 
well,  Jerome  Billing^',  John  L.  Peiry,  Lorenzo 
Smith,  Samuel  A.  Angier. 

Constables— Charles  F.  Wooflindale,  Henry 
McDonald,  Jr.,  Sumner  P.  White,  Hannibal  1<". 
Ripley. 

Superintendents  of  Hay  Scales — Henry  A. 
Davis,  North  Scales;  Levi  Chadbourne,  South 
Scales;  John  H.  Johnson,  South  Bo^^ton;  John  A. 
Brown,  East  Boston;  Andrew  W.  Newman,  Rox- 
bury;  John  J.  black.  West  Roxbury;  George 
James,  Jamaica  Plain;  Horace  Lindall,  Rosin- 
dale;  Daniel  O.  Sanger,  Brighton. 

Inspectors  of  Provisions— Charles  B.  Rice,  Amos 
Dodge,  Faneuil-Hall  Harket> ;  Joseph  P.  Gibson, 
at  large. 

Special  Police  Without  I'ay— E.  W.  Whiting,  for 
55  Tremont  street  and  its  vicinity. 

Police  Officer— Jo>eph  H.  Knox. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  C.  J.  Dono- 
van &  Co.,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  boiler  and  en- 
gine of  live-horse  power  near  Norfolk  avenue, 
wa-^  considered,  and  there  being  no  objection  of- 
fered, the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
©n  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

3'o  the  Committee  on  Survey  an<1  Inspection  of 
Builrliiif/s.  S.  J.  Peet,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden 
building  on  George  street  exceeding  legal  dimen- 
sions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneull  Mall.  D.  B.  Mc- 
Kenzie  ft  at.,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Sun- 
day afternoons  for  the  purposeof  holding  religious 
services  therein,  for  the  special  benefit  of  those 
who  do  not  attend  regular  church  service. 

To  the  Comnittee  on  Armories.  First  Company 
of  Cadets,  for  ac  allowance  for  repairs  and  altera'- 
tions  of  armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  George  B.  Faunce, 
et  al..  for  sewer  in  and  through  Circuit  street,  to 
eonnect  with  the  Warren-street  sewer. 

To  the  Comm ittec  on  Biith inr/.  Isaac  G.  Braman. 
et  al.,  for  public  bath  house  in  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  F.  M.  Cook,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Glover's 
Corner. 

(ieorge  W.  Studley,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  Park  street,  Ward  16. 

Orsamus  Nute,  to  occupy  stone  and  brick  stable 
for  twenty  horses  on  EastDedhain  street,  between 
Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  to  occupy  stone  and  brick 
stable  for  twenty  horses,  on  East  Dedhain  street, 
between  Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street. 

A.  T.  Sinclair,  to  build  a  stable  at  57  Munroe 
street,  for  two  horses,  and  one  at  .59  Munroe  street 
for  two  horses. 


James  I^aughlin,  to  occupy  additional  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Bunker-Hill  street,  No.  238. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavlwj.  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company,  rei)resenting  that  the  public  ne- 
cessity and  convenience  require  that  they  may 
be  authorized  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their 
horses  and  cars  the  "circuit,"  vo  called,  being  that 
part  of  tlie  locatio'i  and  tracks  of  tlie  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  heretofore  reserved  for 
and  used  by  other  roads,  between  Cornhill  and 
Boylston  street,  viz.,  the  tracks  laid  in  Washing- 
ton street,  from  Cornhill  to  Boylston  street,  thence 
in  Boylston  street  to  Tremont  street,  thence  in 
Tremont  street  to  Cornhill. 

Highland  Street  Railway,  for  the  location  of  a 
double  track  on  Blue-Hill  avenue  from  Waverley 
street  to  Dudley  street,  with  connections  at  Dud- 
ley street  with  "the  Metropolitan  Railroad  tracks, 
and  a  connection  of  tracks  on  Dudley  street,  near 
Mt.-lleasant  avenue,  between  the  Hetropolitan 
tracks  on  Dudley  street  and  the  Highland  Street 
Railway  tracks  on  the  same  street.  Routes— From 
Waverley  street  over  Blue-Hill  avenue  and  Dudley 
street  to  the  tracks  of  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  and  to  include  their  present  route. 
Al>o,  to  extend  the  routes  of  either  of  their  pres- 
ent lines  from  Grove  Hall,  Warland  avenue,  Mt.- 
Pleasant  avenue,  or  the  \\  averley-stieet  line,  peti- 
tioned for,  northerly  of  their  present  terminus  at 
Temple  place,  through  Tremont  street,  Cornhill 
and  Washington  street  to  Temple  place.  The  pe- 
tition represents  that  public  necessity  and  con- 
venience recpiire  that  the  petitioners  shall  be 
allowed  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their 
horses  and  cars  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  now  down  in  Dudley  street, 
between  Blue-Hill  avenue  and  the  present 
terminus  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway  on 
Dudley  street,  and  also  such  tracks  in  Tremont 
and  Washington  streets  and  Cornhill,  on  the 
routes  now  petitioned  for,  instead  of  granting  the 
petitioners  further  locations  of  tracks  on  said 
streets,  wherefore  they  pray  to  be  permitted  to 
use  such  tracks.  The  petition  also  represents  that 
about  1(5,000  citizens  have  petitioned  the  General 
Court  that  the  Highland  Street  Railway  may  ex- 
tend the  running  of  their  cars  through' Coriihill, 
and  that  the  (ieneral  Court  has  conferred  upon 
this  Board  the  power  of  granting  the  petitioners 
the  right  to  use  the  tracks  of  other  roads  if  public 
necessity  and  convenience  require,  and  of  estab- 
lishing the  routes  of  street  cars  in  this  city. 

Ebenezer  Holden,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Cottage  street.  Ward  16. 

G.  H.  Moseley  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  cer- 
tain stieets  in  this  city. 

Hoses  Day  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  some  protection  be 
afforded  to  passengers  at  crossing  of  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad  in  Roxbury,  at  New  Heath  street. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city. 

Joseph  R.  Grose  et  al.,  for  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions from  Dorchester  avenue  and  Dorchester 
street. 

Hoselev  &  Tuttle,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Ward  16." 

John  C.  Coombs  and  156  others,  and  C.  C.  Ben- 
nett anil  99  others,  for  change  of  name  of  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  above  Washington  street,  to  Wash- 
ington street,  in  order  to  have  one  continuous 
avenue  through  the  city. 

ELECTION  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Hajority  report  nominating  Thomas  C.  Amory, 
Liverus  Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Samuel  B.  Criift  as 
Overseers  of  the  Poor;  minority  report,  nominat- 
ing Lydia  H.  Warner  instead  o'f  said  Cruft  (City 
Doc.  N^o.  28)  and  certificate  of  election  by  the 
Common  Council  cf  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Liverus 
Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Lydia  H.  Warner  as  Overseers 
of  Poor  came  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot,  and  Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Emery  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  ballots.    They  reported  as  follows: 

W  hole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Thomas  C.  Amory .■ 12 

Liverus  Hull 12 

Ira  Allen II 

Samuel  B.  Cruft 11 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

J.  K.  Crowley 1 

And  the  first  four  named  gentlemen  were  declared 

elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

PAPERS  FROM   THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  De  Costa  &  Sawyer,  Alonzo  F.  Har- 
mon, Brown  &  Le  Baron,  severally  referred  in 
concurrence. 
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Order  to  pay  $700  per  annum  from  Jan.  1, 1874, 
for  rent  of  Armory  of  Company  G,  Ninth  Regiment, 
M.  V.  M.,  in  No.  11  City  square,  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict.   Passed— Yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  $800  per  annum  from  Jan.  1,1874, 
for  rent  of  Armory  of  Company  C,  First  Battalion 
of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  of  High  and  Pearl 
streets,  Charlestown  District.  Passed — Yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Order  proposing  to  locate  urinals  and  water 
closets  in  suitable  places  on  the  public  streets. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

JOURDAIN  &  CO.'S   MUSEUM    OF    ANATOMY. 

The  following  were  received : 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  city  of  Boston — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  held  on  Satur- 
day, February  28,  1874,  it  wa?  unanimously 

Voted,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  are  hereby  respectfully  petitioned 
not  to  again  license  any  so-called  gallery  of  anat- 
omy, or  medical  science,  and  that  any  such  exhi- 
bition opened  without  a  license  may  be  forthwith 
Clo  ed  by  the  Cliief-of-Police. 

The  society  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
all  proper  collections  of  human,  comparative  and 
pathological  anatomy  are  already  freely  open  in 
this  city  to  physicians  or  the  public.  Moreover, 
experience  has  amply  shown  that  the  principal 
object  of  these  so-cailed  "galleiies  of  anatomy" 
et  cetera,  is  to  excite  prurient  curiosity  by  inde- 
cent exhibitions,  and  to  entice  those  suffering  or 
supposing  themselves  to  be  sulleiing  from  disease, 
to  consult  the  proprietors  of  such  establishments. 
The  society  cannot  but  feel  that  carelessness,  aris- 
ing from  ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  our 
community,  has  been  the  sole  reason  that  such 
disgraces  to  the  city  are  now  and  have  been  al- 
lowed to  exist,  and  hopes  that  the  present  Mayor 
and  License  Committee  may,  like  those  of  last 
year,  refuse  the  petition  of  Dr.  Jourdaiu  &  Co., 
as  well  as  close  the  so-called  Gallery  of  Anatomy 
of  Dr.  Hallock,  now  open. 

Francis  Minot,  President. 
O.  T.  Wadsworth,  Secretary. 

Boston  Younu  Men's  Christian) 
Association, 

February  27, 1874. 
To  the  Committee  on  Licenses  of  the  City  Cfotf- 
tmment  of  Boston  :  Gentlemen — We  learn  that  a 
petition  for  license  to  open  his  Anatomical  Mu- 
seum has  been  presented  to  you  by  Dr.  Jourdain. 
From  our  knowledge  of  its  character  in  the  past 
and  its  influence  upon  young  men  of  this  associa- 
tion, we  sincerely  trust  that  this  license  may  not 
be  granted.    Respectfully, 

Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  President. 
M.  R.  Deming,  General  Secretary. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Board  of 
Government  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian 
Union,  respectfully  request  that  no  license  be 
granted  for  the  exhibition  known  as  "Dr.  Jour- 
dain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,"  believing  that  such, 
exhibition  is  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  young 
men  of  this  city.    (Signed) 

W.  H.  Baldwin. 

Edwin  L.  Sprague. 

Henry  H.  Sprague. 

William  L.  Richardson. 

George  G.  Crocker. 

George  A.  Coolidge. 

James  P.  Tolman. 

Calvin  G.  Hartshorn. 

William  B.  Clarke. 

Charles  F.  Sturtevant. 
Communication  from  Jourdain  &  Co.,  in  refer- 
ence to  their  petition  and  the  remonstrances 
against  the  granting  of  the  same,  representing 
that  the  old  museum  destroyed  by  fire  May  30th, 
1873,  was  open  seven  years,  during  which  time  it 
was  visited  by  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  persons, 
■without  a  single  complaint.  The  collection  now 
formed  cost  $40,000,  and  is  superior  in  every 
respect.  The  remonstrance  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Association  is  dictated  by  professional 
jealousy,  while  the  men  who  concocted  that  letter 
never  visited  the  museum.  The  petitioners  otter 
to  make  no  addition  to  their  collection  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Board,  and  deny  the  charge 
made  that  after  obtaining  the  license  they  intend 
to  flu  the  museum  with  indecent  and  irrmoral 
figures.  The  museum  is  largely  advertised  in  the 
most  respectable  of  the  Boston  press,  and  the 
petitioners  hope  the  Board  will  not,  by  refusing 
the  license,  cause  a  most  ruinous  loss,  and  crush  a 
profitable  enterprise,  and  one  generally  approved 
by  the  community  at  large. 


Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the 
following : 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petitio  a  of  Jourdain  &  Co.  for  leave  to 
exhibit  a  museum  of  anatomy,  so  called,  at  542 
Wa  hington  street,  and  also  the  remonstrances 
against  ^uch  exhibition,  which  were  submitted  by 
the  Boston  Society  of  Medical  Observation,  the 
Boston  Natural  Hisiory  Society,  the  Suffolk  Dis- 
tiict  Medical  Society,  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, Young  Mens  Christian  Union,  and  the 
Boston  Society  of  Medical  Science,  have  very 
carefully  ion'-ider'»d  this  subject,  and  respectfully 
report  Uiat,  since  the  refusal  by  the  preceaing 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  grant  a  licf  use  for  this 
same  exh.bition  by  the  pelitioners,  they  were  not 
impressed  at  the  outset  very  fivorably  towards 
the  proposed  measure.  But,  still  wishing  to  treat 
the  petitioners  with  the  utmost  fairness,  ihey  not 
obly  gave  them  a  hearing  on  the  subject,  but  visit- 
ed personally  the  gallery  of  objects  propoed  to 
be  exhibi.ea.  While  the  pictures,  mod<ls  and 
statues  comprised  in  said  gallery  are  undoubfedly 
valuable  and  ui- eful  to  the  medical  or  surgical 
practitioner,  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, from  their  veiy  forms  and  natures,  of  such 
a  character  as  should  preclude  them  from  sub- 
mission to  the  general  gaze,  and  especially  to  the 
view  cf  the  young  of  eicher  sex.  The  commiitee 
returned  f  lom  an  inspection  of  the  museum  im- 
pressed ihat  the  exhibition  ought  not  to  be  licens- 
ed, and  they  were  stiengtheued  in  this  position  by 
the  several  remonstrances  which  were  subse- 
quently received  and  referred  to  them.  The 
committee  are  satisfied  that  the  positive  evils 
which  will  result  from  tnese  exhibitions  out- 
weigh in  magnitude  any  possible  benefit  that 
can  be  deiived  therefrom.  The  refusal  of  this 
license  cannot  work  any  injustice  to  the  petition- 
ers, for  they  i.ot  only  were  refused  a  license  last 
year,  but  were  distinctly  informed  that  a  license 
wouLl  not  be  issued  for  any  exhibition  like  the 
one  which  was  destroyed  by  fiie  in  May,  1873.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  the  committee  that  the 
petitioners  can  evade  the  statute  lequiriijg  a  li- 
cense by  opening  the  Gallery  of  Anatomy  tree  to 
all  comars,  as  is  now  doae  in  die  case  of  Dr.  Hal- 
lo.k's  similar  galleiy  on  Court  street,  both  of 
which  exhibii;ions  are  very  fully  advertised,  the 
committee  regret  to  say,  in  the  daily  press  of  this 
city.  A  free  exhibition  of  this  cliaracter  is  un- 
doubtedly more  pernicious  and  corrupting  to  the 
morals  of  youth  than  an  exhibition  qualified  by  a 
license.  Therefore  the  committee  are  fully  of  the 
opii.ion  that  while  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  city 
auihorities  to  piotect  any  such  exhibitions  by  a 
licence,  it  is  al?o  thsir  dut;y  to  see  that  such  exhi- 
bitions are  not  held  without  license. 

'Ihey  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders. 

Alanson  Bigelow,  ) 

S.  B.  Stebbins,         [  Committee. 

HiKAM  Kmery,  ) 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of-Police  be  directed 
to  notify  the  pi oprietors  of  the  galleries  of  anat- 
omy at  542  Washington  stiett  and  at  161  Court 
street  that  this  board  refuses  to  grant  any  license 
for  the  exhibitions  of  said  gaUeiies  as  advertised 
by  them  respectively  in  the  public  press. 

Ordered,  ihat  the  Chief -of -tolice  be  directed 
to  prosecute  every  violation  of  section  74  of  Chap- 
ter 88,  General  Statutes,  which  shall  come  under 
his  notice,  by  either  Jourdain  &  Co.,  at  542  AVash- 
ington  street,  or  Dr.  Hallock,  so  called,  at  No.  IGl 
Court  street;  al-o  any  violation  of  secliion  15  of 
chapter  165,  General  Statutes,  by  either  of  said 
parties,  and  for  this  purpose  that  he  be  directed 
to  keep  a  constant  oversight  of  any  public  exhi- 
bitions which  may  be  hela  by  either  of  the  parties 
aforesaid  of  their  so-called  galleries  of  anatomy. 

The  report,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  by  a  rising  vote  of  8  for,  4 
agsiust. 

reports  and  orders  submitted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, schedules  of  sidewalk  and  edgestone  assess- 
ments as  follows:  Brooks  streei,  edgestones, 
$207  05 ;  Eagle  street,  edgestones,  $667  48 ;  Foundry 
street,  sidewalk,  $127  80;  Highland  avenue,  side- 
walk, $991  21 ;  West  Springfield  street,  edgestones, 
$]0j  47.  Severally  accepted  and  orders  for  pro- 
portionate assessment  pas.  ed. 

Ordered,  Thac  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  owners  of  estates  on  Milk,  Congress,  Pearl, 
Oliver,  Batterymarch,  Kilby,  VVater,  Hawes,  Lin- 
dall  aud  Central  streets,  and  Liberty  square,  of 
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tbe  intention  of  this  Board  to  commence  on  April 
1, 1874,  ttie  raising  of  said  streets  to  the  grades  es- 
tablished by  thi-  Board  of  Aldermen  January  3 
and  October  30, 1873. 

Pasf-ed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee on  the  Northampton-street  District — Report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Whereas,  Tlie  owners  of  lands  below  the  grade 
of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  situated  and 
lying  within  the  Northampton-street  District,  so- 
called,  as  described  in  section  one,  chapter  three 
hundred  and  forty,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873,  were 
jiotified  on  the  flr.-t  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1873,  to 
raise  the  grade  of  their  lands,  respectively,  or 
such  portions  thereof  as  were  below  the  grade 
established  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  by  tilling 
the  same  with  good  clean  gravel',  earth  or  ashes; 
and 

"Whereas,  The  time  within  which  the  said  owners 
were  required  by  the  second  section  of  chapter 
three  hundred  and  forty  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873  to  till  their  said  lands  under  the  said  notice 
has  expired ;  and 

"Whereas,  It  is  the  intention  of  the  city  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  some  person  or  persons  to 
raise  the  grade  of  all  the  territoiy  within  the  said 
district  which  is  now  below  the  grade  of  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water :  it  is,  therefore,  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  owners  be  notified  that 
hereafter  no  party  or  parties,  except  such  as  may 
contract  with  the  city  of  Boston,  will  be  permitted 
to  do  any  filling  upon  said  district;  and  no  allow- 
ance will  be  made  for  any  filling  after  this  date, 
unless  it  is  done  under  a  contract  with  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  three  members  of  this  Board  be 
appointed  to  inspect  the  several  prisons  and 
houses  of  detention  within  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
to  make  the  examinations  and  reports  required 
by  the  statutes  of  the  CommonweaUh. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances— 

Report  on  the  order  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department,  so  as  to  dispense  with  the  semi-an- 
nual reports  of  the  City  Solicitor,  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  dispense  with  said  reports.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  on  communication  of  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries,  requesting  the  passage  of  an  ordi- 
nance to  prevent  the  running  of  tolls  ana  the  let- 
ting down  of  chains  on  the  boats  before  the  boats 
are  secured  to  the  drops,  that  the  City  Council  has 
no  authority,  under  existing  statutes,  to  enact  such 
an  ordinance.  The  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend the  reference  of  said  communication  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  with  instruc- 
tions to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the  requisite 
authority.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets— Report  on  petition  of  J.  H.  &  G.  S.  Cur- 
tis et  al.,  occupants  of  Faneuil-Hall  Markets,  for 
change  of  condition  of  lease,  that  at  hearing  given 
the  petitioners  it  was  represented  by  many  of  the 
oldest  occupants  of  the  market  that  they  signed 
their  leases  without  any  knowledge  that  a  new  and 
entirely  unprecedented  condition  had  been  in- 
serted, by  which  the  leases  could  be  terminated  at 
any  time  wi*h  three  months'  notice  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  lessees  were  not  in- 
formed that  any  such  change  had  been  made  by 
those  acting  for  the  city,  and  there  appears  to 
have  been  no  good  reason  for  making  it.  It  is  de- 
sirable on  many  accounts  that  the  Teases  should 
terminate  on  the  first  day  of  April  instead  of  Sep- 
tember, and  the  committee  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanj'lng  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  new  leases 
to  the  present  occupants  of  Faneuil-Hall  Markets 
for  a  period  of  three  years,  from  the  first  day  of 
Apiil,  A.  D.,  1874,  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  paid  leases  are  granted  to  be  the  same  as 
tho;e  contained  in  the  leases  bearing  date  the  first 
day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1873,  with  this  exception 
only,  that  the  condition  authorizing  the  termina- 
tion of  the  leases  at  any  time  on  three  months*  no- 
tice from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  shall  be  stricken 
out. 
,  Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes^Repoits  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  various   parties  for  transfer  of   hack   li- 


censes; Frank  Jewell,  105  Northampton  street* 
Thaddeu-i  Crawford,  137%  East  Dover  .street, 
Sadie  Hatchins,  161  Cambridge  street,  and  "Went- 
worth  &  Chamberlain,  1597'/2  Was-hington  street, 
for  victuallers'  licenses;  lieorge  "Van  Horn,  12 
Dover  street,  and, George  "W.  Tisdale,  52  "Wa'  hing- 
ton  i  treet,  for  auctioneers'  licenses ;  Michael  Rowe, 
184  Charles  street,  W.  "W.  Blaney,  11/2  Grimes 
street,  to  deal  in  fecond-haiid  ariicles;  Hei.ry 
"Walton,  for  hack  stand  on  Church  street,  near 
Boyl-ton  street;  John  P.  Sawin,  for  wagon  stand 
at  Harrison  avenue  and  Eustis  streets;  Cushman 
&  Co.,  and  James  Riley,  Brighton,  "Walker  &  Wat- 
son, Thomas  Leary,  Jacob  Wentwor.h,  West  Rox- 
bury,  Dennis  Hilbreth,  Arthur  W.  Johnson,  James 
&  Burnett,  Charlestown,  for  wagon  licenses;  also 
no  action  necessary  on  remoi  strance  of  Jo'  eph  A. 
Willis,  et  at.,  against  the  exhibitions  of  Mrs.  Stod^ 
dard,  on  Sunday  evenings,  they  having  been  dis- 
continued.   Severally  accepie J. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Report  on  petit  on  cf  the  Somerset  (  lub 
for  a  renewal  of  their  license  to  keep  a  bowling 
alley  on  I  heir  premises,  that  leave  be  granted  to 
use  the  alleys  connected  with  their  club  house; 
No5.  42-43  Beacon  street,  with  the  following  limita- 
tions: This  license  to  run  until  July  1,  1874,  the 
alleys  to  be  used  with  the  ventilator  and  windows 
closed,  and  not  to  be  used  after  ten  o'clock  P.  M. 
on  any  day.    Accepted. 

By  Al  lerman  Worihington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  James  E.  Swan,  Right  Rev.  J.J.  Wil- 
liam", E.  H.  Learnard  and  Mrs.  J.  Montaine  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alleim  in  Emery,  forthe  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands — Repoi't  on  peiition  of  Oilman  &  Che- 
ney for  the  purchase  trom  the  city  of  the  wharf 
on  Medford  street,  opposite  Elm  street,  that  the 
committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  said 
whaif  is  required  by  the  city  for  various  pur- 
poses, and  should  not  be  fold.  They  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac^ 
cepteJ. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for,  the  Committee 
on  Armories— RCj  ort  on  petition  of  Major  A.  C. 
Wellington,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companyii  g  order : 

Ord'  red.  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  li.fantry,  M.  V.  M.,  in  Poylston 
Hall,  corner  of  Boylston  and  Washington  streets, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum,  beginning  on  the  fiist  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1874 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Pasred— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

By  Al  del  man  "Worthington,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee—  .'. 

Ordered,  That  Boylston  Hall,  at  the  corner  of 
Washing  on  and  Boylston  streets,  be  appointed 
as  a  suicable  i-la"e  for  the  headquarters  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  Ii^f  anlry,  M.  V.  M.  ; 

Pa-sed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Armory  of  Company  A,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  Concord  Hall, 
West  Concord  street,  be  appioved  as  a  suitable 
place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Pas.'^ed. 

By  Aldermaa  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — l^eport  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  an  order  granting  peti- 
tion of  G.  "W.  Hollis  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
Western  avenue,  Ward  19.    Order  passed. 

ELECTION  OK  PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  suitable  candidates 
for  Park  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council,  presei.ted  a  report  recommending  the 
elec  tion  of  the  following-named  persons : 

From  the  Board  of  Aldermen — John  T.  Clark, 
James  Power. 

From  the  Common  Council— Edward  P.  Wilbur, 
George  A.  Shaw,  C.  A.  Burditt. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee  to  col- 
lect and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows :   - 

Wliole  number  of  ballots 12  ; 

Necessary  tor  a  choice : f  • 

.  John  T.Clark 12     ;• 

JaiaeB  Power 12     i 

Edward  P.  Wilbur ......7   j. 

Geo.  A.Shaw ,  8     -, 

Chas.  A.  Burditt ........U     ;: 

JamiiS  J.  l''l>nn , 10    \ 

And  Aldermen  Clark  and  Power,  and  Council- 
men  Shaw,  liurditt  andFlynn  were  declared  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Board.  ,   , 


MARCH.   3,   18  7  4r 


103 


THK  PROPOSED  NEW  COUBT  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being 
the  hearing  of  a  committee  from  the  Suffolk  Bar 
on  the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House. 

Hon.  E.  Hasket  Derby,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, presented  and  read  the  following  memo- 
rial; 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  County  of  Suffolk— The  under- 
signed, members  of  a  committee  of  the  Bar  of 
Suffolk,  appointed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Bar 
to  consider  the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House,  re- 
spectfully submit  to  you  the  annexed  resolution, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  desire  therein  expressed, 
make  the  following  suggestions : 

Tliat  the  business  of  the  cou'nty  has  outgrown 
the  existing  Court  House. 

Commerce  has  invadedits  precincts.  The  judges, 
clerks,  jurys,  witnesses,  suitors  and  attorneys  who 
frequent  it  are  seriously  incommoded  for  want  of 
room,  light  and  air,  and  often  disturbed  by  th<? 
rattling  of  wheels  and  the  din  of  expressmen. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  half -century  there  have 
been  three  court  houses  on  the  site  between  Court 
street  and  School  street ;  two  of  them  hava  been 
<lemolished  as  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  the 
county,  while  the  last,  begun  in  1831  for  a  popula- 
tion of  sixty  thousand,  less  than  one-fifth  of  the 
present  population  of  the  county,  was  finished  but 
thirty-seven  years  since,  and  has  already  outlived 
its  usefulness  as  a  court  house.  Fortunately  it  is 
now  required  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  will 
sell  for  more  than  its  cost,  or  otherwise  subserve 
the  growing  wants  of  the  city. 

The  county  of  Suffolk  has  of  late  years  increased 
rapidly  in  size,  population  and  business.  Its  pop- 
ulation was  but  forty-three  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  in  1820,  but  sixty  thousand,  two 
hundred  and  eighty  in  1830,  and  but  ninety-flve 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  ir 
1840.  It  now  exceeds  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand.  This  county  has  absorbed  two  adja- 
cent cities  and  three  contiguous  towns,  and  it 
may,  ere  long,  embrace  other  adjacent  towns  and 
cities. 

Besides  this  the  increase  of  names  in  the  direc- 
tory of  Boston  since  the  census  of  1870  indicates  a 
continuous  growth  in  population  of  four  per  cent. 
per  annum,  while  the  growth  of  buildings  and 
wealth  has  been  still  more  rapid. 

When  we  consider  the  expansion  of  our  com- 
merce by  new  facilities  in  the  shape  of  steam- 
ships and  railways,  we  may  assume  that  the  popu- 
lation of  this  county  by  the  close  of  the  present 
decade  will  exceed  half  a  million,  and  will  reach  a 
mUlion  before  the  close  of  the  century,  or  within 
twenty  years  after  the  completion  of  a  new  Court 
House. 

The  population  of  the  county  of  New  York  was 
but  942,292  by  the  recent  census.  To  accommo- 
date this  population  it  has  built  a  Court  House 
containing  fifteen  large  and  commodious  court 
rooms,  beside  those  wliich  still  exist  in  other 
bu'ldmgs ;  while  we  do  not  commend  any  munici- 
palities to  incur  the  expense  which  New  York  has 
lavished  upon  her  structures,  we  find  in  her  re- 
quirements of  space  some  precedents  for  our 
own. 

This  committee  has  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the 
wants  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  are  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  it  wiU  within  a  very 
few  years  after  tlie  conipletion  of  a  new  structure 
require  fifteen  large  court  rooms  at  least  fifty  feet 
^square,  for  coui'ts,  grand  juries  and  law  libraries, 
and  that  it  will  within  twenty  years  after  the  new 
structure  is  erected  require  twenty  such  apart- 
ments to  accommodate  properly  the  business  of 
the  county. 

•  lu  addition  to  these  large  rooms  at  least 
twelve  more  rooms  of  good  size  will  be 
required  for  clerks,  offices,  and  thirty  to 
forty  commodious  rooms  for  judges,  juries,  and 
witnesses,  with  others  for  the  bar,  doorkeepers 
and  porters,  with  a  large  amount  of  space  for 
staircases,  vestibules,  corridors,  closets,  with 
areas  for  light,  air,  and  other  purposes. 
,  In  behalf  of  the  bar  this  committee  would  sug- 
gest that  a  building  sufficient  to  furnish  such 
jooms  must  cover  from  forty-five  thousand  to  fif- 
4;y-flve  thousand  superficial  feet. 
,  That  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  have  a  grass 
plat  around  it ;  that  its  site  should  be  entirely  in- 
sulated and  should  include  fifty  thousand  to  six- 
ty-five thousand,  feet  of  land,  fronting  on  four 
streets;  which;  fire  not  thpfoughfayes  or,  d.eyoted  to 


The  great  desiderata,  indeed  indispensable  re-^ 
quisites  for  such  Court  House,  are  space,  light, 
air,  and  quiet,  and  a  site  easily  accessible  from 
the  centre  of  business.  It  is  desirable,  al-o,  that; 
long  flights  of  stairs  shoull  be  avoided  as  much  as 
possible,  and  that  such  a  site  should  be  cho  en  as 
would  admit  of  entrances  to  several  stories  nearly 
upon  a  level  with  them,  thus  giving  easy  access  lo 
the  court  room*. 

This  committee  further  state,  that  they  have 
reason  to  btlieve  that  several  such  sites  may  be 
found  within  a  moderate  distance  of  the  City  Hall, 
combining  the  requisites  they  have  name  i,  some 
of  wliich  may  be  had  at  a  reasonable  price,  but 
the  bar  have  not  agreed  upon  any  location  as  the 
best,  and  would  be  pleased  to  learn  the  views  of 
your  honorable  Board  before  any  final  selection  is 
made  by  you. 

They  commend  the  whole  subject  to  your  good 
judgment,  asking  your  prompt  action,  as  several 
years  wiU  be  required  for  the  erection  of  the 
buil  ling,  suggesting  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  gratify  them  and  possibly  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  and  i  he  comfort  of  the 
people  if  one  or  more  of'  the  Suffolk  bar,  conver- 
sant with  building  and  with  the  requirements  of 
the  courts,  should  be  placed  on  the  building  com- 
mi'^sion. 
.    We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

W  M.Gaston, 
E.  H.  Derby, 
Edw.  Avery. 
s.  m.  quincy,  ^ 

W.  A.  Field, 
Committee  of  Suffolk  Bar. 
Boston,  February  14, 1874. 

Mr.  Derby  said  he  had  been  requested  to  make 
a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the  memorial.  The 
bar  require  ample  space,  light,  air  and  quiet.  The 
city  levels  trees,  widens  streets  and  introduces  a 
new  supply  of  water  when  public  convenience  de- 
mands. Justice  is  quite  as  important  as  commerce 
or  water,  and  in  behalf  of  the  courts  of  justice  th°y 
asked  the  Board  to  provide  a  suitable  place  for 
the  discussion  and  trial  of  important  cases.  They 
require  a  place  where  the  jury  can  hear  the  testi- 
mony of  witnesses  and  arguments  of  coun-el,  and 
the  charge  of  the  judge.  He  had  witnessed  the 
growth  ct  Bo  ton  from  a  population  of  26,000, 
and  in  1828,  when  he  hung  out  hi ;  shingle,  it  was 
between  40,000  and  50,000.  Now  the  population  of 
the  city  it  elf  exceeds  300,000.  When  he  came  to 
the  bar  it  numbered  less  than  100  m  mbers;  to- 
day there  are  about  900 ;  an  I  the  cases  to  be  tried 
have  increased  in  the  same  ratio,  but  the  court 
rooms  have  not.  When  he  came  to  the  bar  in  1828, 
they  had  six  court  rooms,  all  tolerably  comfori  a- 
hie.  Nowtheieare  but  e  ght  looms.  While  the 
bar  has  increased  nine  hundred  per  cent,  and  the 
population  gone  up  six  or  eight  hundred  per  cent., 
the  court  rooms  have  increa  e  1  but  thiriy-three 
per  cent.  Mr.  Derby  allude  1  to  the  recent  increase 
of  population  by  annexation,  the  business  for 
which  would  require  at  least  fif  een  large  rooms. 
There  should  be  at  least  three  for  the  Supreme 
Court,  four  for  the  Superior  Court,  two  more  for 
the  criminal  department,  and  three  more  for  the 
municipal,  rooms  for  a  law  library,  for  the  judges, 
witnes-es,  juries,  clerks  and  records.  The  pres;ent 
Court  House  has  one  advantage  which  he  hoped 
the  new  one  woul  I  have— a  front  on  four  fides; 
but  it  is  entirely  inadequate  in  size,  being  not  one- 
fourth  or  fif  ch  as  In-ge  as  it  should  be.  'Ihenew 
structure  s-hould  be  large  enough  to  last  oi.e  life 
time.  He  had  practised  in  two  structures,  one 
of  which  had  been  demolished  to  ^ive  way 
for  a  new  and  larger  one.  Mr.  Derby  alluded  to 
-the  permanence  of  structures  in  Euiope  and  hoped 
Boston  would  have  a  new  Court  House  that  would 
uot  be  too  small  in  a  few  years.  The  tendency  in 
this  Commonwealth  is  to  the  concentration  of 
business  in  th  >  city  of  Bo'ton,  and  it  is  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  courts  to  hold  their  sessions  here. 
Members  of  the  bar  like  to  try  their  cases  in  Bos- 
ton. Why  not  have  Boston  the  emporium  of  law 
as  well  as  of  commerce?  He  suggeted  that 
rooms  be  provided  for  courts  out  of  the  coun- 
ty to  hold  sessions  here.  Boston  has  grown 
up  since  the  commencement  of  the  century 
from  23,000  population  to  300,000.  Mr.  Der- 
by briedy  sketched  the  growth  of  manufact- 
ures, the  experiments  in  canals  and  the  growth 
of  the  railways,  which  had  been  built  over 
and  had  perforated  the  mountains ;  we  have  lived 
through  the  embargo  and  the  great  insurrection, 
and  have  built  up  a  great  foreign  trade,  and  there 
is  every  indication  that   this  will  be  one  of   the 
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great  outlets  for  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
The  prospects  of  Boston  are  better  today  than 
ever  before,  and  he  mentioned  these  facts  simply 
as  a  guide  for  action  and  as  a  good  reason  for 
expecting  that  her  growth  in  the  future  would  be 
as  rapid  as  in  the  past.  He  trusted  they  would 
build  a  Court  House  in  a  central  position,  if  possi- 
ble, within  five  minutes'  walk  of  City  Hall,  where 
they  could  get  air  and  light  enough.  They  did 
not  want  an  extravagant  structure,  but  a  durable 
one,  and  if  that  is  done  the  members  of  the  bar 
will  be  satisfied. 

Hon.  Samuel  M.  Quincy  did  not  know  that  he 
could  add  much  to  the  words  of  Mr.  Derby.  It  is 
evident  that  the  whole  business  community  are  as 
directly  interested  in  the  matter  as  the'  members 
of  the"  bar.  The  City  Government  is  interested; 
for  the  cramped  departments  are  waiting  for  the 
vacation  of  the  present  Court  House,  where  he 
hoped  they  would  have  quarters  large  enough  for 
the  metropolis  of  the  future.  In  regard  to  a  site 
he  hoped  the  bar  and  the  City  Government  would 
approach  each  other  in  a  manner  that  would  in- 
sure unanimity  of  action. 

Mr.  Chai  les  M.  Ellis  said  it  was  an  ungracious 
thing  to  oppose  going  into  a  new  house,  but  he 
thought  there  were  special  reasons  which  would 
impel  the  Board  to  delay.  He  alluded  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  previous  speakers  and  referred  to 
the  meeting  of  the  bar  which  adopted  the  resolu- 
tions presented.  It  was  a  small  meeting,  and  the 
Board  should  not  take  that  meeting  and  this  me- 
morial as  a  fair  representation  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  bar.  There  were  not  nine  hundred 
crowded  men  there.  Since  1867  a  growing  need 
for  a  new  Court  House  has  been  expressed;  there 
have  been  some  inconveniences  on  account  of  the 
noise,  but  he  thought  a  moderate  expenditure  in 
providing  for  one  or  two  minor  courts  near  by  would 
be  all  that  is  necessary.  A  new  Court  House  should 
not  be  attempted  until  the  boundaries  of  the  city 
are  permanently  establi  bed.  The  project  pre- 
sented, if  carried  out,  would  cause  Boston  to  go 
under  financially.  He  thought  there  would  soon 
be  a  change  in  the  system  of  the  minor  courts 
tkat  would  disarrange  any  change  of  court  rooms 
which  might  be  made  now.  TJiere  must,  he 
thought,  soon  be  a  reorganization  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment which  would  do  away  with  the  present 
style  of  municipal  legislation,  so  as  to  throw  into 
the  various  localities  their  separate  local  affairs.  It 
is  by  no  means  true  that  the  need  of  court  accommo- 
dations has  increased  in  proportion  to  population. 
The  Tichbon  e  ease  could  go  on  for  a  year  in  a 
room  smaller  than  any  we  have.  Insteacl  of  being 
packed  as  the  rooms  used  to  be,  there  are  usually 
the  suitors  and  witnesses  and  a  few  members  of 
the  bar  and  spectators,  or  persons  waiting  for  the 
next  case.  In  regard  to  present  accommodations, 
all  the  courts  are  provided  for;  the  Supreme  Court 
is  as  large  as  it  ever  was;  the  judges  have  the 
lobbies  and  private  rooms,  which  are  as  much  as 
are  needed.  To  provide  the  rooms  for  minor 
courts  as  suggested  would  save  the  expenditure  of 
several  millions,  which  would  be  incurred  under 
the  present  project.  The  Board  should  pause  before 
entering  upon  such  a  scheme.  The  room  that  was 
big  enough  for  Judge  Shaw  is  large  enough  for 
the  present  judges.  The  court  rooms  are  gooJ  in 
the  main;  the  bu-iness  has  increased,  it  is  true, 
but  they  try  only  so  many  cases  in  a  day,  and  if 
they  had  ten  thousand  cases  before  the  grand 
jury  they  could  try  only  just  so  many.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  seme  persons  who  have  such  magi.ifi- 
cent  offices  might  as  well  be  put  into  offices  not 
quite  60  large,  and  let  the  Government  economize. 
He  knew  that  they  could  get  along  with  this  Court 
House  until  they  could  see  what  they  want,  how 
the  courts  are  to  be  organized,  how  the  city  is  to 
be  extended  and  see  how  the  expense  is  to  be  met. 
Mr.  Ellis  did  not  think  Boston  was  to  grow  so 
rapidly  as  had  been  represented. 

Mr.  Quincy  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  EUis 
in  regard  to  the  bar  meeting.  It  was  a  well  at- 
tended meeting;  the  notice  had  not  been  s-prung 
upon  them,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that,  as  no 
objections  were  offered,  it  represented  the  senti- 
ments of  a  majority  of  the  bar.  In  regard  to  the 
future  of  Boton,  he  read  from  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress of  his  Honor  Mayor  Cobb.  The  city  would 
be  wanting  in  a  wise  forecaste  not  to  take  this 
step,  and  no  stronger  argument  could  be  made 
for  it. 

Mr.  Derby  thought  the  cost  of  the  building 
should  be  consi^iered  afterward.  Mr.  Ellis  had 
taken  a  dark  view.  Mr.  Derby  alluded  to  the  peti- 
tion of  300  or  400  members  of  the  bar  last  year 
for  a  new  Court  House,  and  the  only  point  at  issue 


being  the  location.    The  tendency  is  to  bring   th 
courts  together  and  not  to  dissolve  and  scatter. 

Mr.  Derby  called  upon  Hon.  William  Gaston, 
who  said  he  had  supposed  the  question  of  a  new 
Court  House  for  Suftolk  County  had  passed  from 
the  debatal  le  ground ;  Mr.  Ellis's  views  are  not 
the  views  of  the  judges,  counsel,  suitors,  juries. 
In  the  judgment  of  the  speaker,  every  court 
house  in  the  State  is  superior  to  the  onein'Boston. 
It  was  long  ago  assented  to  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment that  the  new  Court  Hou^^e  was  needed,  and 
the  only  thing  which  has  delayed  the  work  was 
the  question.  Where  shall  it  be"?  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  any  voice  raised  against  it.  He  agreed 
with  Mr.  Derby  that  parties  are  at  present  not 
sure  of  ju-tice,  for  there  are  times  when  testi- 
mony couH  not  be  heard  distinctly.  They  want 
room  for  the  courts,  not  for  spectators.  Today 
theie  are  two  sessions  of  the  Superior  Court,  when 
there  u  ed  to  be  o..ly  one;  a  daUy  session  of  the 
Equity  Court,  and  a  demand  for  a  new  court  for 
criminal  business.  The  scheme  looked  large,  but 
the  experience  of  the  Government  with  City  Hall 
is  a  good  illu-tration  of  the  need  of  ample  space. 
If  Mr.  Derby  has  lived  to  see  the  population  quad- 
ru^lad,  there  may  be  f  ome  living  now  who  will  tee 
the  presei.t  population  quadrupled. 

Mr.  W.  A.  I'leld  supposed  every  one  knew  what 
the  present  Court  House  is,  but  there  are  several 
questions  to  enter  into  the  subject.  There  may  be 
some  dispo  ition  of  the  minor  courts,  as  now,  but 
whatever  may  be  done,  the  present  building  can- 
not be  made  tit  for  the  administration  of  justice. 
The  tendency  to  hear  cases  by  a  judge,  instead  of 
a  jury,  has  increased,  and  spectators  are  not  so 
numerous.  In  five  years  the  new  Court  House  wUI 
be  a  crying  necessity.  More  rooms  are  needed  for 
jurors,  witnesses,  clerks  and  records,  and  for  the 
bar.  A  much  larger  building  must  be  had  in  some 
central -locality. 

Tliere  being  no  others  desiring  to  be  heard,  the 
report  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
County  BuUdings. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Brooks  offeied  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  adding 
to  the  wai  er  supply  of  the  city  of  Boston  by  bring- 
ing the  waters  of  1)  lax  Pond  and  Sluice  Pond  and 
Cedar  Lake  in  as  direct  a  line  to  East  Boston  as 
the  nature  of  the  intervening  space  will  permit— 
the  connection  with  the  East  rioston  works  to  be 
made  on  the  Chelsea  side  of  Chebea  Creek. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  would  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planation of  the  order. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins — I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  tact  that  the  order  does  not  say  to  what  appro- 
priation the  expense  is  to  he  rharged,  To  answer 
that  order  propel  ly  would  involve  quite  a  large  ex- 
penditure on  the  part  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  City  Engineer  has  al- 
ready made  a  report  upon  the  quality  of  the  water 
of  Flax  Pond,  and  I  object  to  making  such  an  ex- 
pense when  it  is  entirely  unnecessary.  If  the 
Alderman  who  offered  the  order  had' read  that 
report  he  would  have  seen  that  the  water  was  not 
such  as  the  people  of  East  Boston  would  want. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  it  is  well  enough  to 
have  the  order  go  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  and 
if  they  find  that  it  will  involve  any  great  expense 
I  presume  they  will  report  against  it. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of 
any  large  expenditure  of  money.  If  the  City 
Engineer  has  made  an  examination  of  the  subject 
there  certainly  is  no  necessity  for  doing  it  again, 
and  the  committee  will  therefore  report  inex- 
pedient. All  I  ask  to  know  is,  whether  we  are 
going  to  receive  the  largest  supply  for  the  least 
sum  of  money.  I  do  not  say  that  I  am  not  satis- 
fied, but  there  is  a  question  whether  this  water 
cannot  be  supplied  to  East  Boston  and  Chelsea, 
so  as  to  allow  the  Mystic  water  to  be  used  in 
other  sections  of  the  city.  I  thought  it  would 
not  require  a  large  expense,  and  I  did  not 
mean  that  it  should.  The  committee  may  have 
looked  this  matter  over,  but  I  have  not  seen  the 
report.  The  only  survey  which  has  been  made 
was  in  view  of  a  connection  with  Mystic  Lake, 
through  eleven  or  thirteen  miles  of  country,  which 
woulu  cost  a  large  sum  of  money.  The  route  pro- 
posed in  this  order  will  be  seven  or  eight  miles 
through  a  comparative  level,  that  ought  not 
to  cause  a  large  expense.  I  offered  the  order 
to  obtain  information,  that  at  some  future  day  if 
any  one  should  come  to  me  and  say  "You  might, 
if  you  wanted  to,  have  procured  water  at  much 
less  expense,"  I  could  answer  them.    I  have  no  in- 
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tention  of  causing  a  large  expenditure,  nor  of  do- 
ing anything  to  injure  tlie  feelings  of  the  Water 
Board.' 

Alderman  Cutler  —It  looks  to  me  veiy  much  like 
a  put-uj)  job.  There  has  heen  considerahle 
buzzing  around,  trying  to  sell  Flax  Pond  to  the 
city,  but  the  AVator  Board  did  not  think  it  judi- 
cious to  buy  it.  I  presume  the  owner  would  like 
to  sell  it,  and  if  he  could  get  an  order  through  here 
for  the  city  to  buy  it,  he  would  be  pleased.  If  the 
gentleman  had  read  the  reports  I  do  not  think  he 
would  want  to  supply  the  community  he  resides  in 
with  that  kind  of  water. 

Alderman  Stehbins — If  the  committee  are  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  this  matter  it 
will  re(piire  a  coni-ideiable  exiense;  bitt  if  it  is 
simply  de  ired  that;  they  should  go  over  the  evi- 
deiice  already  in  the  po-session  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  tlieie  is  to  be  any 
expense  I  ;  hall  object  to  the  passage  of  the  ordei'. 
A  short  time  ogo  I  had  a  conversation  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Wate-  >;oard  of  Lynn,  and  asked 
him  why  that  city  ditl  not  take  w'atei-  frf)m  Flax 
Pond.  He  answered  that  the  water  was  of  an  in- 
ferior quality  and  unftt  for  use.  That  is  sufficient 
for  us. 

Alderman  Brooks — If  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  will  look  at  the  report  of  Engineer 
Baldwin,  for  the  city  of  Salem,  on  this  water,  he 
will  sec  that  the  water  of  Flax  Pond  is  pronounced 
to  be  of  the  first  quality.  He  stated  that  there 
was  a  supply  of  five  million  gallons,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  rightly.  But,  as  1  said  before, "if  this  is 
going  to  cause  a  large  expense  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  the  order  i)ass.  I  thought  perhaps  a  day's 
tramp  by  the  Engineer  or  one  of  his  ';ubordinates 
would  give  the  neces^ary  information.  I  did  not 
intend  to  cau^  e  any  material  expense,  and  if  the 


chairman  of  the  committee  so  looks  upon  it,  I  do 
not  desire  the  order  to  pass. 

The  order  was  rejected  by  a  rising  vote— 2  for,  10 
again-'-t. 

PUBLIC  SCALES  IN  BRIGHTOX. 

By  Alderman  Peters — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets,  etc., 
consirler  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  public 
scale  in  North  Brighton,  near  the  new  abattoir. 

Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  by  this  Board  on 
Monday  next,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  subject  of  con- 
structing a  common  sewer  in  Norih  Harvard  and 
Franklin  streets,  in  Brighton. 

Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  Isaac  H.  Cary  $2087  46  and  heirs 
of  John  Parkinson  $832  92  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  Improvement  of  Stony 
Brook  in  "West  Roxbury  by  said  town  of  West 
Roxbury. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  of  notice  to  Owen  jNawn,  heirs  of  J.  B. 
Huckins,  Davis  &  Walker  and  the  Boston  Belting 
Company,  of  intention  to  take  a  strip  of  laud  five 
feet  wide  along  the  centre  line  of  Elmwood  street, 
between  King  street  and  Stony  Brook,  according 
to  a  plan  in  the  office  of  the  Sewer  Department, 
and  fixing  Monday.  March  16,  at  4  P.  M.,  as  the 
time  for  this  Board  to  hear  any  objections. 

Passed. 

ORDER    TO  PAY. 

By  Alderman  Harris— Order  to  pay  James  Gal- 
vin  $128  41,  for  damages  on  account  of  laying  out 
Thurston  street.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MARCH    5,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  h:ilf  past  ieven  o'clock  t.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  rrcsident,  in  the  chair. 

PAl'ERS  FROM  THE    BOAED  OF  ALDEBSIEN. 

Petitions  of  First  Corai' any  of  Cadets;  Isaac  G. 
Branian  <?t  a/.,  and  S.  J.  Pest.  Severally  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  dispense  with  semi-an- 
nual repoits  of  City  Solicitor.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Oilman 
&  Cheney  for  the  purchase  of  the  Elm-street 
whaif,  Cliarl-'stown.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  foi-  a  permit  to  G.  W.  HoUis  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Western  avenue, Ward 
10.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  notifying  owners  of  North- 
ampton-street Distiict  lan'is  that  none  except 
such  as  contract  with  the  c.ty  for  the  purpose  will 
he  permitted  to  fill  ?aid  lands,  nor  be  paid  for 
such  filling.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  nllow  S^450  per  annum  for 
rent  of  headquarters  of  First  Battalion  of  liifan- 
try  in  Boylston  Hall.    Read  once. 

ELECTION  OF  I'.VBK   CC  MMISSIONERS. 

The  repo'.t  nominating  as  Park  Commissioners, 
onuartof  Citv  Council,  Aldermen  John  T.  (lark 
a^id  James  Power,  anc'  Common  Councilmen  E.  P. 
Wilbur,  George  A.  Shaw  and  C.  A.  Burditt,  and 
ceitificaleof  .he  election  by  rhe  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  above  as  said  commissioners,  except 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  in  whose  place  James  J.  Flj-nn  was 
chosen,  were  considered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  rule 
requiring  the  nominations  to  lie  over  was  suspend- 
ed, and  tdie  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  Denny  of  Ward  9 
and  Perkins  of  Ward  10  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  s^ort  and  count  votes. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  with  liew  his  name  as  a 
candidate  for  Park  Commisi-ioner,  and  expressed 
thanks  to  his  friends  for  having  jiresented  it,  of 
which  he  was  not  aware  till  this  afternoon. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows: 

Wliol  i  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  choice 32 

John  T.  Clark  had 60 

James  Power .W 

Halsey  J.  Boardman 40 

James  J.  Flynn 39 

George  A.  Shaw 31 

Charles  A.  Burditt 26 

Edwin  P.  Wilbur 21 

Georere  P.  Denny 9 

L.  L.  WiUcutt 3 

W.H.Kent 1 

J.  Goldthwait 1 

J.K.  Crowley 1 

William  Minot,  Jr 1 

F.  H.  Peabody 1 

Aldermen  John  T.  Clark  and  James  Power,  and 
Councilman  James  J  Flynn  were  declared  elected 
In  concurrence,  and  Councilman  Halsey  J.  Board- 
man  was  declared  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

Theie  being  one  vacancy,  the  Council,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Crowley  of  \V  ard  7,  proceeded  to  a 
second  ballot,  wiih  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

G-iorge  A.  Shaw  had 34 

E.  P.  Wilbur U 

C.  A.  Burditt 14 

George  P.  Denny 4 

V.  H.  Peabody 1 

And  Councilman  George  A.   Shaw  was  declared 
elected  in  concurrence. 

ELECTION  OF  AN  OVERSEER  OF  THE  POOR. 

,  Certificate  of  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  election  of  Lydia  M.  Warner  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  choice  of  Samuel  B. 
Cruf  C  in  her  stead,  was  received  and  considered. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  obtained  the  privilege 
of  sending  the  following  letter  to  the  chair  to  be 
read: 

BOSTON,  March  4,  1874. 

To  Councilmen  Perkins  and  Shaw  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor: 
Gentlemen— Will  yon  please  convey  to  the  majori- 
ty of  the  honorable  Council  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  generous  support  given  my  nomination  as 


an  Overseer  of  the  Poor.  You,  gentlemen  of  the 
committee,  are  well  aware  the  positioii  was  one  u..- 
sougbt  by  me,  and  my  liomiiiadon  and  election  on 
the  part  of  the  Council  was  without  any  effort  on 
my  part.  Tlie  event  is  an  hi:to.ical  one,  and  I 
think  I  was  the  first  woman  nominated  oa  any 
ticket  as  a  member  of  the  School  Cominitice.  I 
have  not  now,  nor  never  had,  any  ambition  for 
either  of  these  positions,  except  so  far  as  it  gave 
me  opportunity  to  do  good  and  endeavor  to  lefoim 
abuses.  Least  of  all,  do  I  wish  to  pievent  the 
election  of  the  veneralle  and  worthy  gen  lemrn 
who  so  many  years  has  been  a  meml  er  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers,  and,  as  III e  Board  of  ^JJer- 
men,  Lke  myself,  are  evidently  oppo  ed  to  the 
woman's  movement,  so  called,  you  will  oblige  me 
by  withdrawing  my  name  as  a  tandidate  for  the 
position  to  winch  I'have  been  elected  by  your  hon- 
orable board.  I  will  only  add  that  in  the  future, 
as  in  the  past,  I  shall  devote  my  efforts  to  aid  the 
poor,  and  expo.-e  thewiongs  clone  them,  whether 
by  the  public  or  private  agents  of  the  charities  cf 
Boston. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Warner. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  IG — I  beg  to  say  briery,  Mr. 
President,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  ihat  I 
regret  very  much  indeed  the  non-concurrence  of 
the  Board  of  Alcleimen  wiih  the  Common  Council 
on  this  question ;  for  1  believe  that  had  the  lady 
been  elected  by  that  Board  she  would  have  pi  o .  ed 
an  able,  efficient  and  capable  Oicrteer  of  the 
Poor.  1  have  only  to  say  in  conclusion,  that  for 
the  part  which  I  have  taken  in  this  matter,  I  have 
nothing  to  retract  or  take  back.  1  am  entirely 
satisfied,  and  I  hope  other  gentlemen  are  too. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If  the  name  of  this  lady 
is  withdrawn,  why  cannot  the  commitiee  retiie 
and  nominate  another  lady.  I  thinic  ic  is  neces- 
sary to  have  a  lady  on  that  board,  and  I  cannot  see 
why  the  Board  cf  Aldermen  did  not  elect  her. 
Tnere  are  a  great  many  cases  in  which  a  lady 
could  be  consulted  better  than  a  man.  I  thii.k  .  he 
committee  had  better  retire  and  iiomii.ate  auoih.r 
lady. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  do  not  propose,  Mr. 
President,  to  flinch  fiom  any  duty,  eicher  private 
or  public,  which  devolves  upon  me.  Having  been 
one  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  who  f  ivoied 
the  election  of  a  woman  to  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  I  stand  here,  as  I  have  9lvvays 
stood,  favorable  to  the  choice  of  a  woman  to  such 
a  position,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  add,  upon 
boards  of  school  committees,  although  that  his 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  But  I  honor 
more  than  anything  else  tne  womanly  indepen- 
dence which  this  lady  exhibits.  It  is  creditable  to 
her,  3nd  it  would  have  been  more  creditable  to 
the  men  had  they  stood  by  the  right  and  not  ma- 
ligned the  private  character  of  a  woman.  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  woman  suffrage,  sir.  Neither  in 
private  nor  in  my  public  capaciiy  as  a  member  of 
the  General  Couit  have  I  ever  advocated  woman 
suffrage,  and  if  the  question  shall  come  up  requir- 
ing me  to  vote  upon  one  side  or  the  other  1  prOj  ose  ■ 
to  vote  against  it.  But,  sir,  when  I  am  called 
upon  to  use  my  own  judgment  and  responsibility 
I  shall  exercise  it  as  1  believ  e  will  be  for  the  be?t 
interests  of  society.  1  advocated  the  nomination 
and  election  of  this  woman,  and  I  am  proud,  sir, 
to  be  a  member  of  a  body  which  had  the  inde- 
pendence and  manliness  to  elect  that  woman  to 
fill  this  place,  and  1  shall  be  proud  if  any  other 
woman  is  elected  to  the  position.  Let  genJemen 
laugh  when  1  get  through.  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  position  I  have  taken  here.  I  consider  it  cred- 
itable to  my  own  manliness  and  character,  and  I 
shall  never  flinch  to  vote  to  plaLC  a  woman  in  any 
such  capacity,  which,  I  believe,  require  ^  the  exer- 
cise of  her  talents,  discretion  'ind  judgmeiit, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  better  than  man'  for 
conceptions  of  character.  For  a  sharp,  intuitive 
perception  of  ?,haracter,  give  me  the  opinion  of  a 
woman,  and  in  my  judgment  the  instinctive  judg- 
ment of  woman  caunoc  be  brought  to  bear  better 
for  the  interests  of  society  than  on  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  so  thought  thirty-three 
members  of  this  honorabl  ■  body,  for  they  elected 
her.  I  do  not  say  this  in  justificafo.i  of  the  posi- 
tion I  have  taken,  but  that  it  may  be  lecorded  here 
tonight  that  the  Common  Council  of  Bo>ton  is 
ready  to  stand  by  the  rights  of  woman  in  this 
hoard.  I  solemnly  believe  that  if  a  ballot «  ere  to  be 
taken  tonight,  this  woman  would  receive  not  thirty- 
three  but  fifty  votes.  But,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of 
woman,  she  has  done  what  it  became  her  to  do, 
desiring  that  there  should  be  no  discord  or  unhar- 
monious  action  in  this  Council.    I  never  saw  this 
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letter  until  just  before  my  colleague  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Chair  to  he  read.  She  be- 
lieves that  if  h(  r  name  were  to  te  biought 
forward  here  toi.iglit,  f  nd  she  were  to  he  elected 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  her  name  woul  I  he  bandied 
about  as  neither  you,  nor  1,  nor  any  other  honor- 
able gentleman  ihinli  it  ought  lo  be.  I  shall  i  ever 
flinch  from  doing  my  duty  while  I  am  a  member 
of  this  honorable  branch  of  the  City  (iovcrument. 
Now, 'ii ,  in  conclusion,  jiermit  me  to  say,  in  be- 
half cf  my  colleague,  a>  1  certainly  very  heartily 
say  for  mys(  If,  that  we  thank  the  members  of  this 

.  Council  for  adojiti.  g  our  minority  report  and  elect- 
ing Mr.".  Warner  as  ihjy  did.  I  have  nothing  to 
charge  against  anybody.  I  liiive  i.o  doubt  tliat  the 
members  of  the  <  oordinate  branch  had  reasons 
satu factory  to  themselves  which  defeated  Mr.--. 
"Wan  er  in"  that  Board.  I  can  only  repeat  my 
thanks  and  the  thanks  of  thousands  of  women  in 
this  Commonwealth  cf  Massachusetts,  that  this 
Common  Council  had  the  mai.liness  and  indepen- 
dei  ceof  character  to  declare,  by  a  majority  \ote,  in 
favor  of  the  election  of  a  woman  as  an  Overseer 
of  the  >  oor.  I  am  not  allowed  to  say  what  I 
wovila  like  to  say  heie;  it  wouLl  not  be  becoming 
either  in  me  or  the  i)ublic  press  to  s- ay  what  i 
■would  like  to  state.  Theretoie  I  refrain  f  lOm  say- 
ii  g  anything  more  than  I  have  said.  I  will  only 
add  that  the  day  is  coming,  and  is  not  far  distanr, 
when  the  Koaru  of  Overjeers  of  the  tooi  of  Bos- 
ton, as  well  as  of  other  cities  In  this  Common- 
wealth, w)ll  be  managed,  and  pioLably  controlled, 
by  women  ;  and  I  belie \  e  it  will  inure  to  the  best 
inter es  ts  c f  !  ociet y. 
At  1  his  1  oint  the  subject  was  laid  aside  for  the 

.  special  assignment.  Subsequently  it  was  taken 
up,  on  rao.ion  tf  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G,  and  the 
Couicil  proceedeil  to  an  electior.  Messrs.  Kim- 
ball tf  Ward  O.Flatley  of  Ward  4  antl  Mooney  cf 
Ward  2  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 

■  sort  and  count  votts.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  member  of  votes 59 

Necef  sar\  to  a  choice 2!> 

t^aniuel  B.  Crult  had 39 

Lydia  M.  Warner 4 

Jennie  Coliius 7 

Mrs.  John  Hobbs 4 

E.  B.  Rankin 1 

George  A.  Shaw (i 

J.  B.  Marlln 1 

Dennis  J.  Griffin 1 

And  Scmuel  B.Cuft  was  declared  elected,  in  con- 
currence. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half- 
'  past  eight  o'dock,  beaig  the  report  and  orders 
*e.-tablifning  Uie  salaries  of  ciy  officers  for  the 
year  beginning  April  1,  1874,  with  amendments 
'made  by  the  Boaril  of  Aldermen  thereto.  (City 
Doc.  No.  CG,  1874.)  Tha  several  orders  and  sec- 
tions were  lead  by  the  President,  and  were  passed, 
without  debate,  in  concurrence  with  the  board  of 
Aldermen,  with  the  exception  of  the  sevtral 
seciions  given  below. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Street  Commissioners  at 
"»3500. 

■  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  i-um  $4000.     I  offer  this  amendment  at  this 

■time  that  the  Street  Commir-sio.  ers  may  be  0.1  a 
par  with   the  Board  of   Heal  h  and  I'ireDepart- 

;ment,  who  have  $4000  per  annum.    The  Board  of 

Iie;iUli    aie  allowed  to    do  business  outside  their 

ollice,wh  le  the  Str.et  Commissioners  are  required 

to  ffive  all  their  time  to  their  duties. 

Mr.  Denny  cf  Ward  v — Durirg  my  experience  in 

'the  Common   Council  that   same  argument  has 

'been  used  for  the  regulation  of  salaries  a  great 
many  time,' , — that  one  salaiy  should  be  put  up  be- 
cause anoiher  officer  receives  a  ceitain  sum,  but 
without  ai  y  other  rea.'on  being  given  for  it.  I 
thnk  other  reasons  should  be  given  why  salaries 
should  be  raised.    As  1  understand  this  case,  the 

;  salaries  of  the  Street  Commissioners  aie  sati.'fac- 

'  tory  to  them,  ai.d  ihey  have  not  asked  for  an  in- 
creas  e.  Certaii.ly  it  is  a  sufficiei.t  reas  on  w  hy  we 
should  make  i;o  alteration  heie.  AVe  might  as 
well  say,  because  we  pay  the  City  Solicitor  six 
thousand  doilais,  the  Harbor  Master  shoubl  have 
alike  sum.  The  salaiy  was  fixed,  in  the  fiist 
place,  upon  consideration  of  the  services  to  Le 
peifoimed  by  ihe  officers  of  the  different  depart- 
liH  nis.  When  we  fixed  the  salary  cf  the  Fire  C  om- 
missionrrs  an  efl'ort  was  mai.e  10  make  it  $!,0o6, 
but  it  did  not  s ucceed ;  we  decided  upon  $4000,  and 

•that  was  sati;  factoiy.  It  was  not  because  another 
depaitmei  t  received  $4000,  but  because  it  woi.lll 
be  adequate  compensation  for   the    services   per- 


formed. That  sboull  be  the  rale  in  all  dep;  t- 
nients ;  aa  1,  therefore,  1  do  i.ot  think  this  amend- 
ment s  houl  1  be  adOjjte J. 

Mr.  Flyuii  of  Ward  7—1  dc- ire  to  state  th  it  the 
salaries  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  were  fixed  be- 
fore the  gcriljinen  leceived  their  apjOintineut, 
but  those  of  tha  Street  Cominissioner.-s  v\e.e  fixed 
aft^er  the  officCiS  had  been  elected  by  the  peo^  1  ■. 
1  shoul  I  have  no  objection  to  leJucing  i,h ;  o„he.^» 
to  512500,  to  make  tae  sal.iries  of  the  diiierent  com- 
.  missioners  equal. 

Mr.  Denny  cf  Ward  9—1  wi-h  to  be  understooi 
as  putting  it  entirely  oii  anoi;h  r  basis.  1  do  nut 
th  nk  that  ijccause  we  pay  on  j  officer  one  sala»y, 
we  must  pay  ano. her  the  same.  Nve  mu-^t  anive 
at  a  conclusion  upon  an  entirely  differenc  basis. 
The  salaries  of  itii  Street  CommissioneiS  we  e 
first  fixed  at  $3:0),  because  it  was  deem  'd  ade- 
quat-'  for  the  serviues  rendered,  and  I  h we  nev-T 
under,  lood  ihat  the  coinmissioners  did  noi  think 
it  an  adequatv^  sum.  \»  hen  their  sei vices  and 
re-po.isibiiities  requ  re  it,  1  tliii  k  ■we  shoald 
raise  thci.- salaries,  but  it  i^  no  reason  for  rasing 
them  now  because  we  pay  others  more.  Veiy 
liiidy  we  shall  establish  a  commission  Lhisyeai, 
with  salaries  moie  than  $5000  or  $0000,  but  we  a.e 
not  going  to  raise  o.her  salar.es  to  that  sum  for 
that  reason  simply.  1  think  it  is  sufiiciently  ul- 
derstood  why  1  ouj  .'Ct. 

Mr.  Siiaw  of  Ward  5  -I  agree  wi.h  th-5  propo-i- 
tlon  of  the  gentleman  from  Nvard  7,  au I  ho.  e  the 
amen  imeut  will  be  adopted.  1  do  noo  ca  0 
whether  tae  Street  Commissioners  ask  for  it  or 
not;  if  they  are  not  worth  $4J0O  \hiy  are  not 
worth  any.hing.  I  underi,ak3  to  say  ta  a  th  jd-  re- 
Sjionsibilides  are  far  beyo  .d  thoe  of  the  Boari 
of  Health,  or  even  ihose'of  the  nono.abie  Board 
•ot  File  Commissioners.  Th  re  is  uocom^arion 
between  the  re-pcmibilities  of  tho,e  officer- .  The 
Board  of  HeaUh  have  certain  cii  tinct  duti  s  lO 
peiform,and  that  they  do  them  well  I  hive  no 
doubt,  and  so,  perha.s,  do  the  honorable  Board  of 
JFire  Cummissione^s ,  who  sit  with  do  ed  doors—  or 
liavc  done  so  laaly.  xne  doors  of  the  Street  C  o.u- 
mis  ioiiers  aie  open  to  everybo  ly.  Every  mae, 
woman  and  chll.!  in  tae  city  cf  i^o^ton,  who  his 
business  in  regartl  to  ihe  streets,  t\  is  a  ligh-.  10  go 
before  those  commissioners,  ana  does  gotueie  aud 
is  heard.  Nov,-,  sir,  I  go  lO  the  1  o.ad  i-f  F.re 
Comm  ssio;.eis  and  tina -'private''  on  ih3  cioor; 
1  Jiiive  been  there  seve.al  t.mes  ;  na  fou..d 
"privae"  on  th-^  door.  1  do  LOCp.o.  o  e  0  iuiruJe 
mycclf  upon  anybody's  privacy.  i,ut  when  1  go  to 
theofiicecf  the  Bo  ud  of  S.-reet  C  ommissionersl 
have  i.ot  even  had  to  open  the  door;  they  h3ar  me 
and  eveiybody  else  with  proper  respect;  .hey  de- 
vote their  time,  energy  and  exper  enje  to  the  pub- 
lic business,  and  if  tlieir  so. vices  are  lo-wo.ih 
this  salary  to  the  City  (i0.ernin"nt  we  had  be.ter 
abol  sh  tne  office.  AV^ith  the  hunJieds  cf  thou- 
sands and  millions  of  doll  irs  of  appiopria  ions 
■which  they  have  lo  expe..d  e  if  h  year,  to  u;k  th"m 
to  live  aud  support  their  f  undies  u  on  ^3£UJ  a 
year  is  pre^  o-te.oiis.  We  have  three  goo  i  C  om- 
mi.  siontrs  of  Si;reets,  agau.st  whom  uo.o  y  iu 
Boston  can  raise  his  voice,  and  we  o  tgh  10  pay 
them  well;  $4030  is  small  e.  ough.  }f  lIic  Bo  ira  of 
Heal  h  are  worth  $403J  a  year  I  say  the  Stnej 
Commissioners  are  worth  $5000,  ant  .hit  siira 
woul  1  not  1  e  too  much.  1  ho^.e  the  propodtioa  £j 
make  it  $1000  will  prevail.  As  lo.  g  as  we  h  ive 
i;ot  good  men,  in  whom  the  entire  community 
, have  confidence,  let  us  pay  theai  enough  to  sup- 
port their  f  imilies,  at  least. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Now,  sir,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  on  Salaries,  1  wi  h  to  state  that  this 
question  was  fully  con:  idered.  The  Streot  Com- 
missioners did  not  call  for  an  inciease  of  sala.y; 
they  were  satisfied.  When  I  went  to  the  offi.:e  i 
found  all  three  of  the  geuilemuu  sitting  tuere 
h  iviug  a  good  time.  They  take  the  office  fur  the 
pleas -are  of  ha\ing  someth  ng  to  do.  itisveiy 
easy  to  spend  a  hundred  thousand  doUars  by  ii;- 
creasiiig  salaries,  but  let  us  i.o\.  c'o  :  o  u  td  it  is 
.asked  for.  If  tho.sc  gentl  m-en  do  not  de  ire  an 
iucrea:  e  of  salary,  why  do  you  wish  to  force  it 
upon  th.-m? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (unanimous  permission 
being  gi .  en,  on  ir.otion  of  Mr.  Tbache.  of  \\  aid  15) 
—t  Oiiiy  desiie  to  say,  in  leply  lo  ihe  siarement  cf 
the  ge^itleman  from  warduo,  that  h;  found  ibe 
Street  C  ommissioi.ers  in  their  office  witn  iiothii.g 
to  do,  that,  if  he  w  11  look  at  the  records  ot  but 
year,  he  will  find  about  five  mdlion  dollars  spent 
ill  widening  streets;  so  they  must  have  had  soinc- 
thii  g  to  do  in  p^  ocuring  e  t-mates  of  ihe  v;  lue  of 
property,  even  if  they  nad  done  nothing  el  e. 
'     Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  did  not  mean   to  sjiy 
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+hat  they  do  not  do  their  duty.    I  stated  that  I  saw 
them  having  a  good  time. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
famdiarity  with  this  office,  and  I  fully  agree  with 
the  gentleman  in  saying  that  the  commissioners 
do  as  much  work  as  is  done  in  any  other  depart- 
ment. They  are  actively  employed  a  laige  part  of 
their  time,  and  the  office  is  one  of  very  great  re- 
spon.sibility.  The  increase  asked  for  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  a  great  many  competent  judges,  none 
too  much,  for  their  services  are  fully  worth  $4003, 
if  not  more. 

:     The  amendment  was  adopted — 48  for,  0  against. 
;. .  Section   fixing    salary   of   City    Physician    and 
.authorizing  the  Committee  on  Health  to  aUow  him 
"the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  "Committee  on  Health,"  and  inserting 
instead  "Board  of  Health."  I  find  by  ihe  Audi- 
tor's estimates  that  the  Board  of  Health  have 
asked  for  81400  for  furnishing  this  team,  and  it 
has  not  been  put  into  the  estimate  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Order  fixing  salary  of  Inspector  of  Provisions  at 
$2000. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Will  the  committee  who 
have  the  management  of  this  matter  be  kind 
enough  to  explain  what  are  the  dvities  of  this  of- 
ficer, as  distinguished  from  those  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Markets. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  suppose  that  he  goes 
round  to  the  markets  and  inspects  meats,  and  if 
he  finds  any  defective  meat  he  will  be  very  care- 
ful that  ii;  does  not  go  to  the  Parker  House  or 
such  places.  If  his  duties  are  not  to  prevent  bad 
meat  from  being  sent  to  first-class  hotels,  I  do  not 
know  what  they  are. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  either  very  thick- 
headed or  very  deaf— perhaps  both— but  1  do  not 
understand  the  explanation.  1  would  like  to 
know  what  the  duties  of  this  officer  are.  I  sup- 
po-  e  they  are  connected  with  the  market  in  some 
way  or  other.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  speak  a 
little  louder. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Perhaps  when  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  body  several  years,  instead  of  a 
few  months,  my  voice  shall  have  become  toned  to 
this  beaut. ful  temple.  I  suppose  the  duties  of  an 
Inspector  are  to  look  after  things  generally.  This 
Inspector's  duty  is  to  look  after  meats.  1  wish  I 
had  the  voice  and  the  eloquence  to  make  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  understand  me  as  clearly  as 
he  makes  me  understand  him. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— Tne  gentleman  who  last 
6poke  has  stated  the  duties  of  the  Inspector  of 
Provisions  very  correctly.  As  I  am  a  Utile  nearer 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  perhaps  I  can  be 
heard.  The  ()uties  of  this  officer  are  to  examine 
all  the  meats  brought  to  the  Boston  market. 
In  the  course  of  a  year  there  is  a  very 
large  amount  of  unwholesome  meat  brought 
here  and  ofEered  for  sale,  and  it  would 
be  sold,  hut  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Markets  and 
his  assistants.  I  think  that  in  one  of  his  reports 
he  stated  that  something  like  twenty  or  thirty 
veal  were  brought  to  market  in  a  short  time, 
which  were  considered  by  every  one  as  unwhole- 
some and  unsuitable  to  be  sola ;  it  was  probably 
not  more  than  three  days  old.  That  is  only  one 
of  their  duties.  If  the  Inspector  succeeds  in  pre- 
venting such  meat  as  that  from  being  consumed 
in  Boston,  he  is  entitled  to  the  salary  named. 

The  order  was  passed— 56  for,  0  againsf. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Library  at  »3300. 

Mr.  BurJitt  of  Ward  16—1  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "$3300,"  and  inserting  "$4000."  Itcau- 
not  be  said  of  this,  as  of  tlie  Street  Commissioners, 
that  it  has  not  been  requested,  for  it  has,  and  it 
was  expected  that  it  would  be  put  into  the  bill. 
The  duties  of  the  position  have  been  very  much 
increased,  and  as  one  who  has  been  enabled  to 
watch  the  workings  of  the  library  for  several 
years,  I  think  this  addition  to  the  salary  is  much 
needed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  rise,  sir,  with  some 
hesitation,  to  second  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
,who  has  last  spoken,  after  this  report  has  been 
through  the  hands  of  the  committee.  But  I  do  so 
because  I  have  been  informed  that  through  some 
inadvertence  the  question  of  an  increase  of  this 
officer's  salary  was  not  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  and  because  1  am  somewhat  famil- 
iar with  th*?  duties  of  the  office,  the  manner  in 
.which  they  are  performed,  and  the  danger  of  the 
city  losing  these  valuable  services  unless  some  in- 


crease is  made  in  the  Superlntencent'5=  snlary  at 
ibi^  time.  The  preseni,  Suj^eriutendent  of  he  Pub- 
lic Library  has  occupied  that  po  itiou  about  four 
years;  he  gives  to  tue  library  ;i  11  his  time  during 
the  day  and  a  very  large  po.t.o.i  cf  his  evening^. 
All  the  cataloging  h  is  to  be  done  ac  home,  that 
it  may  be  do  e  piopeily,  .'■.c  f  c-equen.ly  i^  h3  inter- 
rupted at  the  library.  A  t  ho.  I  time  since  a  dele- 
gation from  ihe  city  of  Chicago  c;  me  lo  Boston 
and  visited  the  Public  Library.  They  were  chinned 
with  it,  as  are  all  who  tome  lie.e  f  om  abio.id. 
They  made  application  to  th  •  Supeiimendent;  to 
leave  his  prt;i^eut  i-ositioii  and  go  to  Chicago.  His 
reply  was  that  it  woul  1  be  of  i.o  use  for 
him  to  say  a  yching  on  the  sul  jeuc,  th.it 
his  terms  "woul  i  be  such  ihit  they  wouli 
not  accept  thjm.  They  retu.ned  home  a-d 
Eubsequeutly  fcei.t  a  letter  to  the  Superintenuent 
telling  him  to  name  hi^  own  term  .  owing  to 
ihe  eolicitacion  of  the  cha  rman  of  the  loa.d  of 
trustees,  the  Supeiuitendenc  has  Le  u  induced  to 
remain  ac  his  i  o  cto  the  prtseiii,  time.  Sin^e  that 
delegation  of  citizen  f  oin  abioad  called  upon 
him,  another  f.om  the  ciiy  of  Phd  liel^jhui,  where 
they  a.  e  about  to  stare  a  library  cf  ihiii:  owl.,  ha.s 
visiced  ours,  and  have  been  so  w  11  [jliase  l  w  th 
the  manner  in  whch  it  is  >  onductea  that  ihey, 
too,  made  api  lication  to.  our  Sup!  lintendeiit  lO 
leave  us  ana  go  theie,and  the  ^  ala^y  they  lempted 
hmwith  is  veiy  neaily  uoaLl  that  rt-i.ori.ediy 
the  committee,  if  v.e  make  no  change  in  uis  f.ala- 
ry  at  the  present  time,  it  is  beyond  tmr  power  40 
make  any  other  during  the  year.  The  congrega- 
tion of  a  chu  cli  Can  rai  e  .h  '  salary  of  a  mi.  isG.r 
at  any  time  when  he  has  a  call  lO  Ijave  ihem ;  but 
this  touperinten  lent  must  re  i^ond  10  the  ueiega- 
tlon  when  a  call  is  m  ide,  and  we  are  wiihou;  a  y 
power  lO  inciea-e  his  talary  in  order  to  lec  lin  his 
se  vices — and  if  we  had  tlio  power  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton would  not  liKe  to  be  put  in  the  i.osition  of  uii- 
ding  again  tanyoiherci  y  10  retain  (hotc  service.-'. 
For  theie  reasons  1  hope  me  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  woul  1  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  the  Superintendent  lives  in  Boston  or 
out  of  I  own. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  do  not  know. 

Mr.  ihacher  of  Ward  Ij— S^^eaking  of  this  mat- 
ter of  increase  of  ducies,  1  i.o.;ite  ih.it  the  bujier- 
inteudent  is  vtry  prompt  to  be  at  the  tlepot  aLout 
two  o'clock  e.eiy  day  to  go  oat  of  town,  sol  do 
not  think  business  can  be  veiy  pie^ting  down 
there. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  hope  this  amendment 
will  preval,  and  it  seems  io  me  that,  if  the»e  is 
any  amendment  to  be  pioposed  to  the  Salary  bUl, 
there  can  be  none  more  meii  orioas  .hin  thi.-.  we 
all  know  that  the  knowleage  rc^uireu  for  this  po- 
sition is  oniy  acquired  by  a  1  f  jt  me  of  devoc.on  to 
the  work;  it  is  very  rare  knowledge,  indee.i,  and 
■when  it  is  acquired,  in  a  giowing  count  y  like 
ours,  it  is  lial  le  to  Le  put  10  ihe  severtst  tompeci- 
tion.  ihen,  again,  whea  we  aie  ii^creasiug  the 
library  at  ihe  rapid  rate  that  we  are,  ihe  ixpii.ui- 
ture  of  money  will  be  very  protiiatle,  if  judicious- 
ly made,  and  gi  eat  sums  w  .ula  be  squ.iudered  if 
tnat  expenditure  was  in  inexperieiited  bauds.  It 
seems  to  mj  that  we  ou^hc  lO  feel  a  great  deal  of 
satitfattion  that  we  have  ageuil  mai.for  Supeiu.- 
tendeiit  of  the  Public  Libraiy  wno  can  command 
the  admiration  of  delegation  fiomtl  ewh  re,  and 
we  ought  to  test.fy  oui  respect  for  to  tk  Iful  an 
officer,  wlio  ii  so  a^jpreciaeed  by  other- ;  and  that 
•we  should  show  our  appreciat.on  of  his  seivice  by 
giving  him  adetjuate  compensai,  on.  iJou  tanno, 
com  ^are  this  office  witn  any  other,  and  a  vacanty 
would  be  more  tiifficuU  to  nil  tuan  o.^e  in  any  oth- 
er place. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11— As  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  lo  state,  an  offer  had  teen 
made  from  a  neighboring  city  of  ne.aly  twice  tne 
salary  the  Su^erintendct  receives.  1  wouli  like 
to  know,  if  this  amendment  is  atiopted,  if  we  can 
rely  upon  the  services  of  this  gentleman  for  an- 
other year. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  — That  question  was 
asked  i  y  me,  not  of  %he  gentleman  him-elf,  Lut  of 
some  oi.e  who  was  in  co.i.munic.  tioii  with  him, 
and  from  the  reply  made  i  think  we  can. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward'21— I  h  ivc  received  some  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  and  if  the  talaiyis 
raised  to  $4000  ic  will  be  contiaered  sati  factory. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  1'4 — There  is  another  sugges- 
tion on  this  subject.;  'ihe  increase  of  duties  on 
account  of  the  establishment  of  b;aiich  libraries 
has  been  very  great,  and  the  superintendence  of 
all  these  branches  rtaUy  calls  for  the  best  talent- 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — xhis  report  comes  from 


109 


COMMON      COUNCIL, 


the  Committee  on  Salaries,  and  I  think,  as  a  gen- 
eral thing,  a  comimtcic  ouglit  to  sLaud  by  their 
©wii  work.  There  was  i.othaig  before  the  com- 
mittee wliich  called  for  an  increai-e  of  this  salary. 
1  do  not  know  tliat  it  wouLl  be  imposi-iLle  to  re- 
place the  Superintendent;  but  if  ^700  will  keep 
Him  here,  the  t  onmiittee  will  not  object. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  I  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16  to  say  that  the  matter 
was  omitted  thiough  inadvertence.  The  gem le- 
man  from  Ward  20  informs  us  that  this  question 
was  never  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Burdiit  of  Ward  10— What  I  meant  to  say 
was,ihat  the  api)liCation  was  omtted  thiough 
inadvertence.  1  meant  to  say  that  Mr.  Winsor 
made  application  to  some  parties,  but  they  inad- 
Yentently  neglected  to  send  it  to  the  committee. 
As  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Wins-or,  I  think  he  lives 
in  Boston;  1  tind  his  name  recorded  in  the  direc- 
tory as  1  ving  in  lirookliue  street. 

Mr.  KimbiiU  of  Ward  6—1  think  that  when  the 
gentleman  f  om  Ward  15  sees  the  Superintendent 
going  to  the  cars,  he  is  visit.ngsomeof  the  branch 
Iibrariis.  He  vii-ics  them  in  the  afternoon,  and  is 
at  the  central  library  in  the  forenoon.  Since  his 
salajy  was  lixed  at  the  pre.ent  sum,  several 
branch  libraries  have  been  established.  In  reply 
to  the  gentleman  f.om.  Ward  5,  I  will  state  that  1 
used  the  word  "inadvertence."  This  question 
would  have  been  brought  to  the  other  branch  but 
for  inadvertence. 

Air.  Thicher  of  Ward  15—1  woul  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  if  tlie  city  of  Boston  runs  a 
put  lie  Kbraiy  at  Dedham?  I  have  seau  the  gentle- 
man veiy  regularly  about  hnlf  past  nine  oc  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  coming  from  the  depot  and 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  going  to  the 
depot.  About  that  time  of  day  1  am  not  generally 
•  EG  blind  but  that  I  can  recognize  Mr.  Wiutor  when 
I  see  h  m. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  what  difference  it  makes 
wheth'n'  our  efficient  Superintendent  of  the  Pub- 
lic Linrary  lives  in  the  city  or  oat  of  iiV 

Mr.  Loring  of  ^Vard  12— The  permanent  resi- 
dence of  the  Su.)erintendeut  has  been  and  is  in 
Bostoii,  but  f  jr  change  and  relief  he  goes  out  of 
town  occasionally. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Section  fixing  sal.iry  of  Superintendent  of 
Streets  at  $3000. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  move  to  make  it  $'•000. 
Ou  account  of  the  great  addition  to  our  streets  by 
the  recent  annexation  of  territory  this  gentleman 
has  a  very  much  larger  amount  of  work  to  do  than 
heretofore.  He  has  hel  I  the  poiition  many  years 
with  eutiie  satit-fact  on  to  the  city,  and  if  he  has 
been  worth  $3t00  heretofore  it  is  lot  a  l.uge  in- 
crease which  I  have  proposed.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted.  i 

Mr.  Flynii  of  \Vard  7 — I  hope  the  amendment 
will  pie  vail.  There  have  already  been  added 
about  one  hundied  and  eighty  mdes  to  tlie  streets 
in  the  charge  of  the  Superintendent,  and  he  w  11 
beobligel  to  go  all  over  them.  The  appropiia- 
tion  for  paving  this  year  will  be  ?^ii00,OJ0  more 
than  it  was  last  year,  and  $400,000  will  be  required 
for  the  "burnt  district"  alone.  If  any  superin- 
tendent's salary  fhould  be  raised,  I  thiiik  that  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  should  be. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Section  tixiiig  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buddings  ai  $3600. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  move  to  make  this  sal- 
ary :g4000.  I  do  this  for  the  same  reasons  that 
were  offered  for  an  increase  of  thesalaiyof  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  By  the  annexation  of 
terri.ory  the  duties  of  this  office,  as  well  as  of  oih- 
ers,  are  very  1  irgely  increased,  and  it  seems  lO  me 
that  no  stronger  reason  than  this  can  be  given. 
The  Superintendent  of  PubLc  Bu  Idingsha-.  under 
his  chirge  neaily  three  hundred  buil  dngs  at  the 
present  time,  and  about  eighty  acres  are  cov- 
ered by  schoolhouse  property.  He  has  an  im- 
mense responsibility  and  work.  I  believe  he  is 
prohibited  fiom  engaging  in  any  other  business, 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  a  compensation  of 
$4000  IS  no  more  than  adequate  for  tlie  imineiif  e 
lesponsibiliiy  he  has  to  bear,  and  the  work  he  is 
required  topeifonn. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  do  not  know  but  that 
the  reason  given  by  the  gentleman  who  just  sat 
down  is  peifectly  satitfacto.y,  but  still  it  will  ap- 
ply to  every  other  department  in  the  city  if  it  is 
applicabl ;  to  one, — that  is,  by  the  increase  of  ter- 
ritory we  have  increased  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  all  the  departments.    We  might  as  well 


expect  to  begin  at  the  bottom  and  go  to   the   top, 

and  increase  aU  at  once,  if  that  is  a  good  reason 
and  the  only  one.  With  reference  to  the  increase 
of  the -alaiy  of  the  Superiuiendent  of  the  Public 
Library,  1  think  thai  is  a  good  one.  it  takes  two 
to  make  a  bargain,  and  we  certainly  could  not 
have  retained  his  services  if  we  had  not  increased 
his  salary.  1  foresaw  just  what  has  followed.  It 
is  always  the  popular  i^osition  to  lake  in  both  this 
branch  .and  the  oiher,  and  it  comes  im  year  after 
year.  If  you  go  on  increasing  one  officer's  salary, 
foriher  a-oii  that  anoher's  salaiy  is  increased, 
you  might  as  well  look  the  inat'ter  in  the  face,  and 
increas-e  all  the  others.  If  we  do  it  in  one  case  we 
might  as  wi  11  do  it  in  another,  unless  special  rea- 
sons coul  1  be  given.  I  saw  no  reason  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  salaries  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
wh  n  they  have  not  asked  for  it,  and  yet  I  do  not 
know  w  he  h'r  we  could  get  as  good  Street  Com- 
missio  ers  for  even  5;  6000  as  we  have  now.  But 
when  an  official  says  tliat  unless  we  increa.'e  his 
salary  he  must  leave,  I  say  1  t  it  be  done,  unless 
special  rex  ons  can  lie  given  against  it. 

Mr.  Kent  of  AVard  21—1  will  say  one  wo'.d  in  an- 
swer lo  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  i-hould  not 
have  mo. ed  this  amendment  had  not  an  increase 
been  made  in  the  case  ot  the  Superintendent  of 
S.T  ets.  Of  course  the  annexation  of  territory 
must  generally  require  additional  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities. I  want  to  do  what  is  exact  justice 
to  an  executive  officer  of  the  Government,  and  if 
it  is  righi  on  account  of  annexation  to  increase  the 
SJil'vry  of  ,he  Superinien  lent  of  Streets,  th  n  it  is 
right  to  raise  that  of  the  Siiiierintendent  of  Public 
Bull  lings.  I  ki.ow  omething  of  the  amount  of 
work  th  it  is  required  by  tliis  office;  I  know  what 
the  committee  h  ive  io  (to;  If^ce  the  great  respon- 
sib  li  y  rest'iig  upon  the  shoul  lers  of  the  Super. n- 
tendent,  and  1  believe  that  hi-  comi.ensation 
Fhor^t, I  certainly  be  5^40 JO,  if  .hat  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  is  increased  to  that  amount. 

Mr.  Bur.litt  of  Ward  16— My  position  is  the  same 
as  thnt  of  the  gPBtleman  from  Ward  21.  The 
tuperinten  lents  of  Streets  an  I  Public  Bu  1  lings 
took  tneir  offices  at  the  same  time,  about  ten 
years  ago.  I  do  not  know  why  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buil  lings  is  not  as  if  lithfnl  an  officer  as 
Ihe  Superintendent  of  Streets.  If  we  pay  one 
$4000,  we    houl  I  pay  th  ;  other  the  same. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— V\  ould  it  not  be  better  to 
rrfer  this  rej^oit  back  to  the  committee,  and  let 
thein  equ  ilize  the  sal  iries.  If  it  keeps  on  this 
way,  when  we  get  to  ;he  Superintendent  of  the 
Lunatic  Hospital  i  shall  propose  an  amsndment 
my  elf. 

Mr.  Lo  ing  of  Ward  12—1  know  of  no  gool 
rea  o.i  why  the  salary  of  this  Superintendent 
shoul  I  be  increa'-'e  ij  a  .d  if  there  is,  it  his  not 
been  deaily  exjl lined  to  the  Council.  The  Su- 
perintendeno  of  Public  Buil  lings  requires  many 
assist. mts  in  ih-^  e.eatioii  (,f  imil  ti,  gs,  and  I  th  i.k 
attention  ^houl  1  be  given  to  securing  good  men 
for  tho  e  po  i.io.is  rather  th  in  to  incr.  aing  the 
s;  1  iry  cf  the  Superinteiident.  But  if  those  asking 
for  a  .  incre.T.'e  wiU  state  in  detail  what  are  the 
rea  on^,  a  d  if  1  c  in  see  how  the  Superintendent 
is  worth  more  now  th  in  heretofore,  1  shall  be  glad 
to  vo;e  for  an  increase. 

Mr.  K  lit  of  Ward  21  (unanimous  permis-ion  be- 
ing given  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1) — I 
have  nothing  to  say  except  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  1  ist  spoken,  and  that  is  in  le^jard  to 
i»n  application  for  increase  of  salary.  The  Super- 
i  ten  lent  of  Public  Buil  lings  has  desired  an  in- 
crease, I  ut  not  unless  a  dispo  ition  is  shown  to 
raise  1  he  salaries  of  the  heads  of  other  depart- 
ments. He  does  not  de  ire  it  unless  oi-her  officers 
of  equal  grade  of  duty  have  their  ■  alaries  increas- 
ed.  Tait  may  perhaps  accou..t  for  the  fact  that 
BO  ap^  lication  has  been  m.ade. 

The  iimendment  was  adoiited — 40  for,  25  against. 

bcc.iou  fixing  salaiy  of  Superintendei.t  of 
Lamps  at  $.J00J,  .am  n  led  by  Board  of  Aldermen, 
!  o  as  to  m  ike  it  .$3300. 

Mr.  Smi.h  of  Ward  10  moved  to  make  the  salary 
$3500. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8—1  heartily  second 
the  motion  of  the  genii  >m:in  f.oni  Ward  10.  I  be- 
lieve th  it  this  sal  iryj  sho'.il  I  be  increased.  The 
duties  of  this  office  have  been  gieally  increased, 
an  1  last  ye.ir,  when  .he  al  vrie  of  he  ids  of  other 
departments  were  advance  1  fro.ii  $300  lO  §503, 
this  one  was  not.  We  all  know  that  the  annexa- 
tion of  t'>rritory  ha  increase. 1  ihe  services  cf  this 
Su  Ciiute  .dent;  h  '  has  a  large  number  of  lamps 
to  look  aftjr,  ana  he  is  employed  from  moinaig 
till  night.      1  hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 
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The  office  is  on  a  par  with  those  of  the  superin- 
tendents of  Public  buildings  and  Street?,  and  I  be- 
lieve is  third  in  the  ratio  of  appropriations. 

'J  he  amendmc  nt  was  adopteii. 

Section  lixii:g  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Bos- 
ton Lunatic  Hospital  at  $2200. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  move  to  amend  by 
making  the  salary  of  this  officer  $2500.  1  ^m  \  ot 
acquainted  wiih  the  gentleman  who  occupies  that 
position,  but  I  think  that  as  he  is  a  man  advanced 
in  years  he  certainly  needs  an  increase  of  sal aiy. 
He  cannot  afford  to  live  on  $2200  a  year,  even  with 
the  advantages  that  the  ci^y  gives  him.  He  has 
got  to  take  in  as  much  extra  business  as  the  Su- 
perintendei.t  of  Streets  or  Public  Library,  and 
if  we  vote  away  money  as  we  have  done  tonight, 
he  may  have  to  take  in  more  than  ever.  I.  think 
we  ought  to  increase  the  salaries  of  men  advanced 
in  years  whofe  position  cannot  be  filled,  eithsr  in 
Boston  or  outside  of  ir. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  am  inclined  to  second 
the  motion  ."f  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20, 
though  not  for  the  reaton  he  gives,  but  because 
the  capacity  and  talent  requireil  is  worth  all  the 
amenumei.t  sugges-ts,  and  also  for  another  reas-on. 
Any  one  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  these  insti- 
tutions, knows  the  incessant  lal  or  and  con- 
stant anxiety  that  attend  the  discharge  of  such 
duties;  the  immense,  weaiing  responsibilliy  that 
exists;  and  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  almost  all 
superintendents  of  lunatic  hospitals  break  down 
in  their  health  before  their  allotted  time — I  state 
that  as  a  fact,  and  I  know  that  ."^o  far  as  the  labors 
of  this  position  are  concerne'd,  they  are  in- 
cessant. I  know  something  of  this  Superin- 
tendent's abilities — that  they  are  recognized 
as  tliorough  among  those  who  are  sk  Hod 
in  that  particular  department  of  mv-dical  sciei.ce; 
and  although  1  shoul  I  not  entirely  accord  with  all 
the  reasons  suggested,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  in 
this  particular  tase  there  is  eminent  leasoii  why 
the  salary  should  be  'ncreased. 

The  amendment  was  adopte  1. 

Mr.  Peaboily  of  Ward  9— Before  the  final  motion 
on  the  pas'  age  of  this  order  is  put,  permit  me  to 
call  attentiOii  to  section  2.  You  have  raised  the 
salaries  in  sections  1,  3  and  4  to  |4000,  while  sec- 
tion 2  (relating  to  the  Superintendent  of  C  ommon 
Sewers— liJS.'JOO  salary)  has  been  left  untouched. 
It  may  be  because  that  officer  has  not  had  friends 
here  to  push  his  claims,  and  he  may  have  been 
well  satisfied  if  other  salaries  had  not  been  in- 
creased. But  now  he  may  feel  that  justice  has 
not  been  done  him  if  his  salaiy  shall  not  be 
Changed.  I  do  not  know  him,  but  1  have  an  im- 
pression that  he  is  an  efficient  officer.  ,  1  only  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  f  ict,  and 
make  a  motion  to  change  the  salary  to  $3iOO,  not 
hoping  that  it  will  pass,  but  simply  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Council  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  inquired  if  the  mo- 
tion was  in  order. 

'J  he  President— The  Chair  rules  that  it  is  r.ot 
strictly  in  order,  as  by  allowing  the  liberty  of 
going  back  to  make  amendments  we  might  get 
into  trouble.  If  any  member  objects,  the  Chair 
will  rule  it  out  cf  order. 

Mr.  Harrington— I  object.  I  have  a  case  of  the 
same  kind  that  1  want  to  go  back  to. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order,  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Clerk  of  Police  at  $1500. 

Mr. 'Ihachir  of  Ward  15  moved  to  amend  by 
making  it  $1800. 

Mr.  Brackeit  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  anticipated  my  intention  to  make  the 
same  motion.  It  strikes  me  that  this  amendment 
is  oi.e  that  is  eminently  proper  to  be  made.  I 
think  the  salary  i  eceived  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Police 
Department  is  less  than  that  received  bv  the  clerk 
of  any  other  department  in  City  Hail.  For  in- 
stance the  Clerk  of  the  Street  Commissioners  re- 
ceives $2000 ;  that  of  the  Inspector  of  buildings 
$2000 ;  and  I  presume  others  are  as  high.  I  think 
none  of  thofe  salaries  are  top  large  for  the  duties 
of  the  jiositions,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  that 
of  the  Clerk  of  Police  should  not  be  increaie.l  in 
the  same  ratio.  It  has  been  said  that  this 
is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  an  increase. 
Admitting  that,  I  believe  there  is  .efficient 
reason  for  an  increase  in  this  case.  I  believe  his 
duties  are  moie  laborious  and  continue  through 
.  more  hours  than  any  other  clerk.  When  Satur- 
day af  eruoou  arrives  the  duties  cf  ill  other  de- 
partments are  ended  ;  but  in  the  case  of  this  clerk, 
he  is  employed  from  8  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.  every  t  ecu- 
lar  day  in  the  week,  and  the  same  hours  on  Sun- 
day—and  he  has  no  holidays.    His  salary  has  not 


been  increased  since  18;  8;  it  is  the  same  now  that 
it  was  then,  while  neaily  all  the  salaries  in  other 
dei,artments  of  ihe  Goveriimei  t  have  been  raised. 
All  who  have  to  transact  business  at  the  Chirf-of- 
Polic  ,'s  office  are  coiuinceil  cf  the  efficiency  of 
the  cleik.  "\V  hen  we  con  ider  the  1  irge  amount  cf 
labor  he  has  1  think  this  will  be  a  small  addition 
to  his  sslary. 

The  amei.dment  was  a  lopted. 

Section  fixing  silaries  of  patrolmen  of  the 
Tolice  Depaitment  at  the  race  of  three  dollars  per 
day. 

i>Ir.  McCarty  of  Ward  5  moved  to  amend  by 
makiiig  the  s-um  !jr3  25  per  day. 

The  amendment  wa    rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  a 
motiOii  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11, 
hoping  it  woul  i  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

AUDITOR  S  ESTIM.ITES  FOR  1874-5. 

The  President  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  sent  up : 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  i 
City  Hall,  Feb.  28, 1874. 

Edward  O.  Shepard,  htq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  Sir — Tiic  uiiuer.-igi.ed,  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  comj  lying  with  the  requirements  of 
the  oroinaiice  in  rd  uion  to  fii  anc  ,  has;  the  honor 
of  presenting  to  the  (  ity  Council  the  accompany- 
ing est  mates  of  ihe  moupy  which  will  I  e  needed 
to  meet  the  exj  entes  cf  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Sullolk  for  the  fiiiancial  year  1874-7.', 
commencing  May  1, 1874, and  terminati.  g  Ai  ril  30, 
18/j,  and  pay  the  Scate  las.  assesse.l  upon  Che  city 
of  Boston  for  1874. 

Tlie  Auditor  s  estimates  for  the  coming  finan- 
cial year  woul  A  net  es  arily  present  an  inciea.'ed 
amount  for  taxation  to  meet  the  wrnts  of  our  city, 
the  recent  acts  of  anncxat.on  ha\inga  del  oi.e 
city  and  two  towns  loour  inuni<i]ali.y;  but  they 
also  pres(  nt  items  for  taxation  of  amounts  for 
buildings  which  have  herett  f  jrc  bee  n  ol  tained  on 
ten-year  loans,  the  frequency  of  which  I, or,  owing, 
during  the  year, ;  f  i,er  provi^lon  has  been  m  de  for 
the  expenses  of  the  year,  has  been  ii  jur  ous  to  our 
financial  stanui.  g.  An  additional  reason  why 
the.-e  amoants  should  be  taxed  is  ihe  fact  ihat  at 
the  pre  ent  time  we  are  unal  le  to  1  oiiow  money 
at  par  at  six  uer  cent.  intCiC-t.  'the  burden!-, 
therefore,  inci eased  upon  gener;illy  the  same  class 
of  taxpaycis  within  the  pt  riod  <  f  t  ii  y  ais  by 
loirowiiig.  The  taxii  g  f or  1  h  •  amount  nece-'sary 
for  the  tost  of  such  public  buiLlings  as  school- 
houses,  police  staiion  houses,  engine  houses, 
stable,  etc.,  is  one  that  has  conimeiiue  4  itself  to 
the  laie  Mayor,  Hon.  Heniy  L.  r  ierce,  and  the 
C  ommittee  on  Jj  ii.aiice  of  18<3,  and  was  indorsed 
by  the  present  Mayor,  Hon.  Samuel  C  Cobb,  in 
his  it  augural  addiess  lo  ihe  City  (  ouncil.  The 
amount  asked  f  ji ,  which  has  usually  been  bor- 
rowed, is  $874,0 ,0. 

All  the  loans  authorized  by  the  City  Council  up 
lo  the  first  of  this  month,  but  nou  negot  atecl, 
amount  ng  to  *4,000,000,  have  been  placed,  «3,300,- 
000  of  which  at  3V2  (a  ^Vi  percen..  discount,  and 
there  are  now  before  and  leen  passed  1  y  the  (  ity 
(  ouncil  orders  for  loans  for  completing  ihe  Burnt 
Di  trict,  Washington-stieet  extern  ion  and  Devon- 
shire-street exien>ion  improvements  for  $2,0,)0,000. 
The  KOith  impiou-str  ec  district  impiovcment 
already  e  omm  need  will  requi.e,  it  is  estimated,  a 
loan  of  ijt500,000,  and  the  extension  of  the  waier 
mains  in  the  o  tlyng  districts  $500,000  this  year; 
so  we  have  alreauy,  with  1  o  new  undertaking,  of 
which  theie  are  many  pressing  to  be  done,  $3,000,- 
000  to  be  borrowed  during  the  coming  bnancial 
year. 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  1874-75  ars  $I4,249,?63  (JO 
The  estimated  income  tor  lb74-75  is 2,7^8,S5o  i.O 

$11,52U,413  00 
To   which   add   thr!?e   per  cent,   for  the 
amount  ot  taxes  whic  h  will  not  be  paid 
into  t\\i   treasury  during  the   financial 
year 34j,612  00 

We  have  a  tota'  which,  in  the  juclpinpnt  of 
the  Arditor  of  Accounts,  should  be  the 
taxfurlS74 $ll,866,f2.5  00 

The  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  thi-  year 
exceeds  that  of  last  yv  ar,  as  follows : 

Tax  of  1R74 811,866,025  00 

Tax  of  l87a S,6;18,U!)2  10 

Increase  of  the  tax  in  1874 $:i,227,!.33  00 

The  valuation  of  the  city  aB  now  constituted 
was,  May  1, 1873,  as  follows: 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


Boston $6fl3,S'51,900  00 

Cliarlestown 35,2S!),()82  «0 

West  Roxbury 22,l4S,(jOO  UO 

Brighton 14,54S,531  00 

$765,818,713  00 

To  this  valuation  of  $765,818,713  may  safely  be 
added,  without  increasing  values  generally  for 
new  buildings  in  the  burnt  di-trict  and  other  por- 
tions of  the  city,  sufficient  to  assume  that  th?  val- 
uation of  the  city  on  the  1st  of  Mxy  next,  w  11  be 
$800,000,030;  a-'d  ba^ed  upon  tliat  amount  the  tax 
to  be  levied  to  obtain  the  sum  requires  and  the 
amount  to  be  added  by  the  As-essors  for  abate- 
ments, etc.,  will  certainly  be  $15  per  $1000,  an  in- 
crease of  $2  20  per  $1000  over  last  year.  In  three 
instances  the  amount  has  been  larger :  in  1805, 
$15  80 ;  1867,  $15  50 ;  and  in  1870,  $15  30. 

The  following  table  presents  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion on  each  $1000  of  property  for  the  past  ten 
years : 

18G4 $13  30,1869 $13  70 

1865 15  8011870 15  30 

1866 13  00  1871 13  10 

1867 15  50  1872 1170 

1868 12  30 1 1873 12  80 

The  average  for  ten  years  being  $13  65  for  each 
one  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  of  Boston  now  pays  40  106-1000  per  cent, 
of  the  State  tax,  instead  of  36  824-lOJO  last  year; 
being  of  $2,000,000,  the  amount  asked  for  by  the 
auditor  of  the  State,  $802,120,  against  last  year  for 
the  same  amount  of  total  tax,  §736,480. 

The  estimates  made  by  the  several  departments 
in  nearly  all  cases  show  a  heavy  increase. 

The  Assessors'  Department  has  been  placed  as  a 
regular  standing  appropriation,  the  expenses  in- 
.  curred  by  this  department  having  been  heretofore 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries,  Printing, 
etc.  The  amounts  as-ked  for  salaries  and  printing 
are  consequently  reduced. 

The  Trustees  of  th?  City  Hospital  call  for  an  ap- 
propria^ioa  of  $190,000,  for  the  erection  of  a  com- 
modious wing  to  meet  the  urgent  wants  of  poor 
patients. 

The  Board  of  Health  require  $5300,  for  the  care 
of  burial  grounds,  except  the  Mount  Hope  and 
Cedar  Grove  cemeteries,  which  have  been  here- 
tofore in  charge  of  the  City  Registrar,  the  ordi- 
nance establishing  said  board  making  it  their 
duty  to  care  for  the  same,  and  $8000  for  new 
urinals. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, in  addition  to  the  amount  for  regular  run- 
ning expenses  of  the  ferries,  a'^k  for  $14,000  for  a 
new  drop  and  tank,  and  $10,000  for  repaving  the 
North  Ferry  avenue. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners'  first  requisi- 
tion embraces  the  expenses  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, fire-alarm  telegraph  and  bells  and  clocks, 
and  the  total  is  in  amount  $751,892,  showing  an 
increase  over  the  appropriation  for  these  depart- 
ments last  year  of  .'Sl49,63G;  but  a  further  appro- 
priation will  be  needed,  before  closing  this  finan- 
cial year,  to  the  original  one  granted.  Included 
in  their  estimates  are  items  for  meetinsr  the  in- 
creased force  of  firemen,  tools  and  machinery  for 
a  new  repair  shop,  and  for  extension  of  the'fire- 
alarm  telegraph  to  Brighton.  Also  for  repairs  on 
the  buildings  in  their  charge,  which  have  been 
previously  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  the  change  being  made  as  an  eco- 
nomical one,  as  it  is  believed  that  the  expenditures 
for  small  repairs  will  be  more  judiciously  made 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  board. 

The  amount  asked  for  the  Paving  Departme;  t  is 
in  exce-s  by  $300,000  of  the  amount  of  last  year; 
the  total  of  $1,300,000  is  represented  as  being  act- 
ually required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  citizens. 

The  communications  from  the  committees  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Public  Instruction  shi)w  the 
amounts  needed  for  new  buildings,  the  completion 
of  those  now  erecting,  and  the  land  needed  for 
sites  for  the  new  schoolhouser. 

The  Police  Department's  request  embraces  $25,- 
000  for  a  new  harbor  police  boat,  including  fire 
apparatu--,  and  $22,400  for  a  mounted  police.  To.al 
amount,  $865,000;  increase  of  $165,000  over  last 
year. 

Tlie  total  amount  asked  for  carrying  on  the 
schools  is  $1,743,400,  exceeding  the  amount  of  last 
year  $352,275. 

The  interest  account  stands  at  $2,766,000,  an  in- 
crease over  last  year  of  $418,000. 

The  Water  Works  estimate  includes  $380,000  for 
main  pipes  to  replace  old  ones  in  the  city  proper, 
of  which  amount  $200,000  has  been  contracted  for 
under  authority  of  the  City  Council. 


Nj  am-juat  is  pli33  I  for  th3  carrying  on  the 
Mysdc  water  Works,  :us  the  revenue  derived  from 

said  woks  pays  .hs  cost  of   m  lin.enance  and  the 

iuteiest   on   the  My- tic  water  loan?,  and  leaves  a 

bal  .n  e  to  be  car.ieJ  lO  the  siniciug  f  uuu  for  the 
rejGin  >tioa  of  i-aid  loans. 

ihefollowiug  tai  le  >hows  the  i.icrea-e  and  de- 
crease of  each  approjnaciou  Cjtimated  for,  com- 
paied  wiih  iho_e  of  ls7i}-7i: 

Increaso 

Estimitad  and 

.,,.  .  187»-74.  li/4-/5.  Djcr.,asc. 
AadUion  to  City  IIos:- 

PitJ.1 ....  Sl!)0,000  $190,000 

AUvjrtisnig $3,000  b.tUO  

Aiiuuicijs 5l2  5U 

Armorijs 22,1,00  25,ou0  3,066 

Assjshor/D  jpirtmjnt  104, ciS)  lC4,7;i9 

Uoardof  H.al.h 86,2/4  lu.',(00  lo,42() 

B.).-tou  Harbjr lU,i/00  lu.luO  

lirid;;t;s 2j,uUU  52,000  24,000 

C-ilar  GrovjC  mjtjry  3,oo0  3,0o0  .... 
Ch  irios     Kiver      and 

Warrjn  br.U^'os 7,000  45,102  38,102 

Chjbtuut-Hill     Drive- 
way   5,000  IS.EOO  1.3,500 

Cioy  Hjjpitil 110,000  IJO.OOO  lo,oOO 

City    Ki^istrar's    D,- 

pirlm^m," 15,700  12,400  i3,300 

C  o  m  m  L)  u,      1)  1  b  1  i  c 

squaijf.etc 80,000  115,700  35,700 

Complotiou   of    build- 

iugf- ....  113,000  113,000 

Con. iug-nt  funds 10,000  10,000  

Coauty  of  Su.folk 3i5,i,00  3cO,UU0  25,000 

Kast  liostim  rernes....  2„u,i/U0  270,000  420,000 
tut;njers'         Uepart- 

meut 24,000  30,881  6,881 

Firj  alarms  and  bills 
and  cljcks,  i'irj  Dj- 

piri,miut,etj 602,253  751,832  149,635 

Grammar       school- 
house,  L  str  j'jt 15,000  :tl5,000 

Hijalth  Deparlmeut...  383,550  446,607  63,0.i7 
Improv-mjutot  btuld- 

i'lgs ....  40,000  40,000 

In.;uK;ntal  expenses...  87,000  K7,000  

Inspaction     of    build- 

iUi's... 16,800  22,000  5,200 

Incjrest  and  premium.  1,6  5,000  2,0.55.000  360,000 

Lamps 3  0,110  455,500  65,500 

Market.s Iu,i00  11, U5  1,1;5 

Miliiia  bountyt 45it00  ^45,000 

Moant    Hopj     C.-mi- 

try 1.5,000  17,500  2,500 

New  engine  housjs....  I3o,t00  130,(00 

Njw  school  builulugs.  315,t00  315,1-00 

Ovjrseers  of   Poor 73,400  101,825  28,4:^5 

Old  claims 1,500  1,500  

Paving,  gr.x  ling  and  re- 
pairs oi  strjj  is 1,000,000  1,300,000  300,000 

Police 700,000  8u5,000  165  000 

Printing  and  station- 
ery   35.000  38,000  3,000 

Public  baths 4o,000  40,000  

Pu'oUe  buildings !)2,000  107,000  15,OU0 

Publicinsdtuii  .ns.viz. : 

House  of  III' uslry 180,000  2'.0,000  3D,000 

House  of  C JIT joa.,n...  !iO,.,00  llv,i/UO  l.,uoO 

Lunatie  H  jspi  al 60,000  65,000  5,000 

Paupr  expenses 3i,500  60,000  28.000 

St.aniboatH.  M  rrison  lo,000  20,000  4,000 

011i.;e  expens  s 8,000  y,O0U  1,000 

Publiclands 6,000  6.000 

Public  Library.... £0,000  135,000  45,000 

Quarantine  Depart- 
ment   19,250  20,000  750 

Registration  of  voters 
and  election  ex- 
penses   20,000  20,000 

Resc^rve  Fund 300,000  300,000  

Salaries 166,000  101,000  ^65,000 

8choo  s  and  School- 
housciS    viz.  t 

School  insfractors 1,024,575  1,256,600  231,725 

School     exp  tnses, 

Snhool  Gommiftee...  86,750  119,400  [32,«;0 

Salaries     of     ofHiers, 

School  Committee...  24,500  35,400  lO.fOO 

Sohoolh  mses,     public 

buildiui^s 255,000  332,000  77,0CO 

Schoolhous '.  pit-s ....  86,C00  86,000 

Seal.'i-s  of  Weichtsand 

Measures 7,000  7,400  400 

Sewers  200,000  300,000  100,000 

Sinking    Fund     Com- 

missiondrs 2,809  2,800  

Stat 3  Tax 73o,430  802,120  65,640 

Survevor's  Depart- 
ment....   40,000  50,000  19,000 

Waterworks 336,.5O0  787,500  4-51,000 

Water  Works,  iut  r.'St 

and  premium 653,000  711,000  58,000 

West  P.  iston  and  Crar 

Wfij's  bridges 54,000  29,.500  t24,.500 

idening  streets 300,000  300,000  

Totals $10,!;33,147  S14>24  1,263    $3,439,916 

•The  Board  of  Health  have  charge  of  the  cemeteries 
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hBTetof ofe  under  the  care  of  the  City  Registrar,  which 
causes  the  decrease. 

-fTaid  by  the.  State  diroat  to  the  companies  instead  of 
through  the  city.  This  item  of  approprialion  has  been 
always  offset  in  the  income  column  by  an  equal  amount, 
as  the  amount  paid  has  always  been  refunded  by  the 
State. 

i  Decrease— Total  Ji;l72,800. 

The  f  ollowinfj  table  shows  the  estimated  income 
df  1873-74  compared  wi.h  that  of  1874-75,  with  tlie 
increase  and  decrease  in  eacli: 


Estimated 
1873-4. 


Armories $10,000 

Charles  Kiver  and  War- 
ren Bridpes 500 

City  Hofpital 3,500 

Common 3,000 

Corporation  Tax 400,000 

County  of  Suffolk 120,000 

East  Boston  Ferries 217.000 

Fees 5,500 

Fire  Department 2,000 

Health  Department 26,100 

Interest 50,000 

Militia  Bounty 4.5,000 

Outstanding  Taxes 4-30.000 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. . .  n.-WO 

Paving 20,000 

■  Police 8,000 

PubUc  Institutions 80,000 

Public  Library 1,500 

Quarantine  Department.  5,000 

Rents 105,000 

Schools 24.000 

Sewers 60,000 

Unclaimed  Drafts 1,500 

Water  Works 830,000 


Totals.... 


Estimated  Increase 
1874-5.         and 

Decrease. 
$16,000        $0,000 


1,250 
2,500 

350',666 

130,000 

220,000 

li.lOO 

2,000 

28,300 

140,000 

4.!iO'.o60 

22,200 

25,000 

8,000 

60,000 

2,000 

4,000 

125,000 

25,000 

100,000 

1,500 

1,010,000 


750 

*1,000 

*3,000 

*50,000 

10,000 

3,000 

too 

l',706 

!-0,000 

*45,000 

i'.ijbb 
5,000 

*2o',666 

500 

*1.000 

2U,000 

1.000 

40,000 

i2o',o66 


.......$2,545,650      $2,728,850      $303,200 

*  Decrease— Total,  $120,000. 
Total  'nersase  of  estimated  appropriations  for 

1874-75 : $3,439,916 

Total  d  3crease  of  estimated  appropriations  for 

1874-75 172,800 


Net  increase  of  estimated  appropriations  for 

1874-75 $3,317,116 


INCOME. 

Estimated  income  1874-75 $2.7'»8,850 

.    -"         1873-74 2.,545,b50 


Increase  of  income  1874-75.. 


83,200 


_  .   .      ,  PERCENTAGE  OF  TAXES. 

3p3rcent.^  on  amoimt  requir.;d  ($11,.520,413)  in 

1874-75 $345,612 

3  par  cent,  on  amount  required  ($8,386,4!>7)  In 

1873-74 251 ,595 


Increase  in  1874-75 $i  4.017 


RECAPITULATION. 

Net  increase  of  appropriations  in  l>'74-75 S3,317,116 

"  "       "  percentage  in  1874-75 14,017 


Less  increase  of  income  in  1874-75. 


§3,411.133 
IS3,200 


Increase  of  tax  as  before  stated $3,227,!  33 

The  accompanying  communications,   whicli    I 
have  received   f(om   the  severrl    bonrds,  dejiart- 
ments  and  committees,  contain  the  deta  li  which 
aggregate  the  amount  lequired  in  each  case. 
All  of  which  is  respecif  ally  submitted. 
Alfred"  T.  Turner, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 

UNIiNISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  b^ll  rf  S.  B.  Heustis,  police  offi- 
cer, amounting  to  5fl8,  for  extra  services.    Pasted. 

Order  authori7ing  a  contract  with  Phineas  E. 
G^y  for  furnishing  and  deiositing  filling  for 
Noith-mpton-street  District,  at  not  exceedii  g 
$6  40  for  each  square  of  eight  cubic  yards. 
Passed. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory foi  mei  Iv  occupied  bv  Company  K ,  First  Regi- 
ment, M.  V.  M.,  and  to  silow  $100J  per  annum  for 
rent  of  armory  now  occupied  1  y  said  comt  anv,  in 
Washington  Hall,  fiOm  Jan.  1, 1874.  Passed— yeas 
50,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mi-.  Thachpr  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Na- 
thaniel Gushing,  to  be  compen'^ate'l  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  ii  Ban lett 
stieet,  Chaiiestoun,  in  1872,  a  petition  for  which 
w;!spie=ented  to  the  Board  of  Mayor  an'l  Al  )er- 
men  of  C  harlestown,  previous  to  annexation.  Re- 
ferr«»d  to  the  Committee  on  Claimf!. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Julia 


McEvoy,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received 
from  an  alleged  defect  on  Txemont  stieet.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Hunnewf  11  of  Ward  19 — Petition  of  David 
A.  Dunbar  ct  al.,  for  a  new  avenue  from  Mf»rkefc 
street,  Brighten,  to  BrattJe  square  in  Cambridg'^, 
so  as  to  make  a  direct  route  from  (  hestnut-liill 
Re- ervoir  to  Harvard  College.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  Flat  ley  of  Ward  4— Petition  cf  James  F. 
Failey,  executor,  to  be  reimburfed  for  taxes 
erroneously  paid  on  estate  of  Patric k  Haiklns,  de- 
ceased, in  1870,  amountiDg  to  ?::38  23. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Tha Cher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee 
on  C  laim=— Report  ^loave  to  withdraw)  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Al  xander  Sties,  for  compensation  for 
damages  caused  by  alUged  defect  in  Warien 
Bri(!ge.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  for  the  joint  specinl 
committee  to  r.ominate  suiialle  candidates  for 
Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Balla'4 — Report  rec- 
ommending- the  election  of  the  followiiig-named 
per;  ons : 

Inspector-in-C  hicf— Edward  Hatch. 

Assistant  Inspecior.- — John  Keniiey,  George 
Faulkner,  Abijah  R.  Tewksbury. 

Report  accepted,  and  nomiiiat'on=  laid  ovr r. 

By  Mr.  Pea.se  of  Wardl,  for  the  Commiitee  on 

Water — Report  on  the  o.der  to  .lUow  the  e-ect'on 

■  of  a  railway  station  on  l^nd  bi  longing  to  the  city 

near  the  Clie' tnut-Hill  Reservoir,  lecommendiiig 

the  passage  of  tire  accompanying  order: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  grant,  for  a  tei  m  cf  ten 
years,  the  use  of  a  portion  (  f  the  Inrd  rot  exceed- 
ing ten  thousand  fquare  feet,  belonging  to  the 
eity  of  Boston  near  the  Chestnut  H  11  Res ervoii-, 
and  adjoining  the  New  York  &  New  England  Ra  1- 
road,  as  a  site  for  a  passenger  ra  Iv.ay  f-tation.to 
be  erected  by  certain  citizens  cf  Wara  19,  th"  ex- 
act location  to  be  defined  on  a  plan  made  1  y  the 
City  Surveyor;  said  station  house  to  be  reir.'oved 
at  the  ei-id  of  said  teim  upon  the  ortler  c f  the  Wa- 
ter Board  or  the  City  Council,  unless  a  f  mther  use 
cf  the  land  is  granted  by  the  City  Council,  or  the 
owners  of  said  bull  ling  acquire  the  land  by  pur- 
cha=^ef  om  the  city;  and  said  owners  shall  ha\e 
the  privilege,  in  case  the  ciiy  shoul  1  sell  its  lands 
adjoining  or  of  jmrchasing  said  si:e  at  nny  time 
wi'ihin  one  year  from  the  sale  of  said  lin'ds,  Ivy 
paying  therefor  the  average  price  for  which  ihe 
safd  adjoining  lands  were  sold.    - 

The  order  was  read  once. 

By  Mr.  Kurditt  of  Ward  10,  for  the  Committee 
on  Pu\  lie  Builling-.s- Report  on  the  or,,er  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expedency  of  adding 
one  or  more  stories  to  the  Faneu  1  Hall  J.Iarket 
building,  that  they  deem  it  expedient,  tut  at  pres- 
ent it  is  impossil  le  to  execute  the  same,  f.om  the 
fact  that  the  upper  stories  cf  ihe  building  aie 
leased  for  business  purposes  umil  Oclol  er,  ls'.5. 

The  ciuestion  was  on  acceptirg  the  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  want  to  ask  the  cjucstion 
of  the  committee  whether  these  leases  have  i.ot  a 
condition  in  thein  that  they  may  be  revoked  upon 
a  certain  notice? 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — I  am  not  al  le  to  an  wer 
that  question  ;  but  the  commit  ce  consideied  that, 
as  they  were  leased  for  jrOOOO  a  year  for  the  time 
stated — although  it  would  be  a  good  thirg  to  do — 
it  would  be  as  well  to  do  it  six  years  hence  as  this 
year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — That  does  not  ar  swer  my 
question.  I  want  to  know  whether  theie  is  a  stip- 
tlation  in  these  leases  Ike  those  in  other  lease-', 
that  they  may  be  revoked  upon  thiee  month- ',  or 
some  notice  cf  a  similar  character.  If  such  is  the 
case,  or  whether  that  is  the  case  or  not,  it  seems 
to  me  the  committee  ought  to  be  awaie  cf  the 
fact.  The  committee  think  it  is  agoodihngto 
do,  but  they  are  not  ready  to  do  it  at  the  present 
time  because  there  is  a  three  yeais' lease.  Now, 
sir,  if  there  is  the  ordinary  stipulat  on  in  tho  e 
leases  that  there  is  in  oilier'  lea'  es,  it  seems  to  me 
that  advantage  might  be  taken  cf  it,  and  the  work 
commenced  and  completed  thi.s  year.  I  think 
there  is  no  question  bur  that  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
do.  Well,  if  it  is  a  good  thing  to  do,  letusbegn 
upon  it;  the  s  ooner  w  e  begin  the  sooner  it  will  be 
finished,an  1  the  sooner  we  w  Ubcgc  ti;iiiganin  oxe 
from  it.  I  made  this  suggestion  f rem  the  fact 
that  there  is  to  be  a  fair  hi  Id  here  this  year,  and 
there  is  now  no  building  fitted  for  the  purpo  e.  I 
thought  this  building  might  be  erlaiged  in  time 
for  the  fair,  instead  of  electing  a  building  be- 
tween Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Market  bu.l.  i.ig, 
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COMMON       OOUNCIL, 


so  that  the  fair  might  be  held  under  one  roof, 
llnl  !.ss  we  know  there  is  no  stipulafon  of 
this  Vcind  I  hooe  tlie  matter  will  lie  over  that  we 
may  have  time  to  get  the  ii  formation. 

Mr.  Burditt— I  am  unable  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion, and  as  I  have  no  desire  but  that  the  subject 
shall  have  the  best  treatment,  I  move  that  the  re- 
port lie  upon  the  table  till  the  next  meeting,  when 
1  will  endeavof  to  have  the  ii.formation  asked  for. 

The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— Report  for  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Armorie>,  on  petition  of  Company 
A,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  increase  of 
armory  rent,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Orcieied,  Tliat  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
forme,  ly  occupied  by  Company  A,  First  Battalion 
of  Infa'.'try,  M.  V.  M.,  at  Minot  Hall,  corner  of 
Springtielil  and  Wai^hington  streets,  be  discon- 
tiiiueu  fiom  and  afuer  the  first  day  of  March  A.  D. 
1874,  and  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  aimory 
now  occupied  by  said  company  at  Concord  Hall, 
No.  3  West  Concord  street,  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  March  A.  D.  1874,  and  continuing  until 
otheivvise  ordered;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

Or.ler  read  once. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  report  on  recommen- 
dations in  report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
for  February,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
instructed  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
narce  establishing  a  fire  department,  eo  as  to 
make  the  number  of  assistant  engineers  thirteen, 
and  the  whole  number  of  members  in  the  depart- 
ment seven  bundled. 

Pasf  ed. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council — Re- 
port on  request  of  Committee  on  Streets  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  an  additional  loan  of 
$1,020,000  to  complete  the  plan  of  street  improve- 
ments on  the  "burnt  district,"  that  the  additional 
appropriation  is  required  to  meet  the  extra  ex- 
pense caused  by  widening  Broad  street  to  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  foot  of  Summer  street  to 
Atlantic  avenue,  and  also  for  the  improvements 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  Post  Office,  the  original 
estimates  for  which  were  much  below  the  actual 
expense  incurred  by  the  city.  The  committee 
recommend  that  the  order  be  referred,  in  concur- 


rence, to  the  Committee  on  Finance.    Report  ac- 
cepted and  order  rcf  3rrei  as  le;  oumiended. 

TRUSTEES  BOSTON  COLLEGE  LAND.- 

On  motion  cf  Mr.  Sibley  cf  Ward  20,  .he  report 
and  order  of  (  ominit.ee  on  x  ubl  c  L mds  and  .he 
substitute  order  for  removal  of  fo  mui  h  of  .he 
restriction  on  laid  of  i  rustee.s  cf  Bo  to.  (oil  ge 
as  w)ll  permit  them  to  bull  I  within  seven  fe  t,  in- 
steal  of  te  .  faei,  of  James  stieet,  was  taken 
from  th  ;  tal  le. 

'Ihe  question  was  on  receding  and  concurring 
wii  h  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  pass.ng  the  origi- 
nal order. 

Mr. Crocker  of  Ward  6— When  I  offered  hi'  sub- 
stitute order, I  did  so  supposing  there  woul  I  be  no 
objection  on  th  '  pari  of  anyone  to  thefo  m  in 
■which  the  substitute  wa-i  put.  I  did  icv,  ith  th9 
view  of  pioiecti.  g,  as  1  though: ,  the  right  cf  the 
city  in  thematicr.  I  find  that  ihe  (  ommittee  on 
Public  Lands  wish  it  passed  in  its  origin;  1  foim, 
and  as  I  do  i  ot  desire  to  i)ress  the  substitute  any 
further,  I  withdraw  all  ol  jectio ... 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker,  the  Council  voleJ  to 
recede  and  concur. 

FOURTH   OF  JULY. 

By  Mr.  Hairington  of  Waid  8  — 

Ordered,  Thai  one  member  cf  th°.  Council  f  om 
each  ward,  with  suchasthn  Bo;ird  of  Al  Icrinen 
may  join,  be  a  {  ommittee  to  make  a.  rant;emeiits 
for  the  celebration  of  the  comii.g  Fourth  of  July 
the  (  o^t  of  said  cclebratio.i  i.o..  to  exceed  the  .'um 
of  $25,000,  to  be  (  ha.  ged  to  Incidental  Expeu'e -. 

Laid  on  the  tal  le,  on  motion  cf  Mr.  Harrington 

ELEVATORS  IN  CITY  HALL. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  cf  Ward  .5— 

Orde:ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pul  lie  Buld- 
ings  consider  the  expediency  of  hivi.  g  one  or 
more  elevators  placed  in  the  City  Hall. 

Passed. 

MUSIC  ON  THE  COMMON. 

By  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  I'J — 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with  such  as  the 

Board  of  Al  Icrnicn  may  join,  be  a  committe'^  to 
provide  free  open-air  concerts  during  the  summer 
months,  on  Bo  ton  Commoi:,at  East  Boston,  So.ith 
Boston,  Boston  Highlands,  l)orche-t  r,  AVe  t  Rox- 
bury,  Biighton  and  C  harls  town;  the  rxprn'e  of 
the  same  not  to  exceed  ^t;500,  and  to  be  charged 
to  Incidental  Expenses. 

Laid  upon  the  table,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Hun- 
newell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOAI^D       OF       AX^JDET^MEN. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    9,    1874. 


The  regular  weeklj-  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Allermeu  was  helJ  at  four  o'clocli  P.M.,  Alder- 
man Clai'k,  Chaiimaii,  pre.-iding. 

jallORS  DRAWN. 

Thirteen  petit  juror-;  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  Soxtes  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION'S. 

Special  Police  Officers— Dana  Towns,  Summer 
Ptrjet;  Henry  G.  Jordan,  Wellington's  whaif,  240 
Federal  ■  treet;  James  Connolly,  Union  Institution 
for  Savings. 

Police  Officer — Joseph  E.  Palmer. 

Severally  contirmed. 

THE  PB'JPOSliU  SEWER  IN  BHIGHTON. 

The  order  of  notice  of  ths  intent  on  to  construct 
a  connnoii  sew.n- in  North  Harvard  and  Franklin 
streets,  In  Brighton,  was  considered. 

J.  W.  Sarsfiel  I  appeared  and  objected  to  being 
assessed  for  ths  construction  of  the  sewer.  He 
did  not  see  any  neaessicy  for  a  sewer;  his  hou-se 
was  hgh  and  dry,  but  the  street  is  in  a  bad  state, 
no  sidewalks,  lamps  or  wa:e'-,— nothing  has  been 
done  to  it  for  many  year.-.  To  que-tions  by  Al  ler- 
man  Power  he  sail  he  had  cu.istructed  a  stone 
drain,  by  which  the  water  from  his  place  is  carried 
off. 

Charles  Norton  objected  for  the  same  reason; 
some  individuals  might  need  asewer,  but  he  did 
not;  he  has  quite  goc^d  drainage;  thought  public 
necessity  or  convenience  didno^deman  ithe  ^ewer. 

William  Norton  also  objected;  hi  i  place  is  dry, 
and  public  necessity  does  not  demand  the  sewer. 
To  Alderman  Power  he  said  he  was  taxed  for  a 
little  over  nine  dollars. 

Charl3s  Norton  (recalled)  said  to  Alderman 
Power  that  he  was  taxed  last  year  for  forty-f  jur 
dollars,  part  of  which  was  for  personal  piOjjarty; 
he  vote  i  for  the  sewer  at  the  Brighton  town  meet- 
ing on  condit'.on  that  he  should  not  be  assesied 
any.hing  for  it. 

Mr.  Sar^lield  (recalled)  said  to  Alderman  Power 
that  he  was  taxed  for  about  16,0  )3  f aet  of  land, 
and  h3  had  never  voted  at  town  m3etings  except 
on  the  question  of  annex  \tion.  He  o^jpo?ed  the 
building  of  the  sewer  by  the  town  of  Brighton. 

Mr.  Carney  objected  for  the  same  rea  on;  he  has 
a  little  place  whch  is  dry  enough  without  asewer; 
he  has  a  drain  which  l^ads  into  th3  river  through 
the  marsh;  he  voted  fjr  the  sewer  at  the  town 
meetine,  but  not  to  assess  th3  abutters  for  it. 

Mr.  Nil's  appeared  in  behalf  of  some  property 
holders  on  the  street;  thelin  I  being  03cup.ed  as 
pasture,  the  sewer  would  dry  the  land  and  render 
it  untit  for  that  purpose,  f or'wh  ch  they  pref  3r  to 
use  it  ac  present  iusteal  of  building  upon  it. 
Another  objection  was  tint  lh3  owners  of  this 
property  woul  1  have  to  bear  an  undue  propordoa 
of  the  assessment.  To  Al  lerman  Pow3r  he  said  he 
did  not  know  of  th3  intsntio.i  of  building  the 
sewer  by  th3  towii,  being  absent  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Spalding  appearei  for  a  portion  of  the  same 
property,  and  gave  substantially  the  same  objec- 
tions as  JMr.  Niles. 

Mr.  Crosby  did  not  need  the  sewer  and  as  a  citi- 
zen he  objected;  he  attended  the  town  meeting, 
but  did  not  vote  for  or  against  the  sewe". 

M'-.  Young  thoaght  tiiat  asewer  put  through 
theie  might  be  an  advantage  to  the  street,  but 
wouM  do  mo: e  damage  than  good  to  individual ;; 
it  wUi  d  ain  a  f3w  pond  h()l3s  in  the  viiiinity. 
Where  the  sewer  has  already  beea  con-tructed  it 
has  taken  away  th3  water  f.om  the  well  ■,  except 
when  there  has  been  a  heav-y  f  all  of  rain.  To  Al- 
derman Power  ha  sail  he  voted  for  the  sewer  at 
th3  town  meeting,  thinking  it  woul  1  be  taxed  gen- 
erally throughout  the  town.  H3  thought  it  woul  1 
d.'-aiu  the  rdid,  and  it  was  constructeii  more  with 
that  view  than  for  house  drainage.  He  thought 
it  would  mat.'rially  benefit  the  property  of  Mr. 
Wilicins  and  Mr.  White,  who  h  ive  stagnant  pouds 
beside  the  road,  causing  inju  y  to  h3alth;  but  on 
the  whol9  it  is  not  ncsded  for  house  drainage. 
Few  peoplT  there  woull  avail  them  elves  of  it. 

Mr.  Fenner  coul  1  derive  no  be'ieiit  f.om  the 
sewer,  though  it  might  be  of  use  to  the  public 
passing  through  there.  H 3  never  went  to  any  of 
the  towii  mee.ings,  and  objected  to  being  assessed 
for  the  sewer. 

Mr.  Cronan  owned  an  estate  which,  last  year, 
was  taxed  for  $4  ;  0,  did  not  want  a  sewer  there, 
no  benefit  to  him  for  house  drainage. 


Mr.  Grady  lived  on  this  street  and  objected  to 
the  sewer;  he  was  not  a  citizen  or  a  voter,  and  did 
not  want  to  pay  anything  for  the  sevvLr. 

Thj  Chairin;in  read  a  remonstrance  of  L.  J. 
Young  ct  al.  against  the  continuance  of  work  on 
the  sev/ur  already  begun,  and  there  being  no  one 
else  desiring  to  be  heard,  th3  order  ana  remon- 
strance were  recommitted  to  the  Commiitae  on. 
Sewers. 

KEM0NSTKANCE3    AGAINST    JOORD.IIN'S     MUSEUM 
OF  ANATOMY. 

The  following  were  received  and  ref  srred  to  tha 
Committee  on  Licenses: 

At  a  meeting  of  th3  Roxbury  Society  for  Medi- 
cal rmprovemuni.,  held  February  25,  lb74,  ihe  fol- 
lowng  resola.'lon  was  unanimously  aaojii^ed: 

Resolved,  That  his  Ho:ior  the  Mayor  and  the 
honorable  Board  of  Al  lerinen  are  respectfully 
requested  by  this  society  to  refu-e  the  api  l.c  itiou 
by  Jourdain  &  Co.  for  a  renewal  of  ihe  license  of 
th3ir  (so-caU3d)  Mu-eum  of  Anatomy,  th  s  exhibi- 
tion having  jeen  etablished  for  lUegiciinxti  ijur- 
pO'-ej,  an  I  being,  f  artiiermore,  prejaaicial  to  ths 
morals  of  the  tominun  ty. 

ARTHUR  H.  NioHOLS,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  un  ler.signed  h3reby  respectf  jUy  petaion 
his  l^onor  ths  M  lyor  and  iho  Board  of  Aliennen 
not  to  again  allo.v  uny  such  exhibtion  in  this  city 
as  the  so-callea  '-G  illjiy  of  Anatomy  and  Me  Ileal 
Sjience  ,"  buri.ed  la^t  yexr,  and  tUa«  ihs  Chief  of- 
Police  be  directed  lO  forthwith  close  any  simdar 
place  now  ope. 1.  Tais  ihey  wisli  in  the  cause  of 
decsncy  ana  public  moral  cy.  (-igne  i)  Sv  lliam 
B.  Rogers,  E.  R.  Mudge,  J.  J.  Driscoll,  T.  M.  B. ew- 
er, E  iward  i£.  CUike,  Jamss  L.  Liftle,  Chailss  VV. 
Frecdan  I,  E.  N.  .'dor^ford,  J.  Huiidng.o:!  \Vol3o;t, 
F.  M.  Wei  I,  George  Sneil,  Edward  Atkinson,  E.  S. 
Ritchie,  William  Mountford,  Thomas  T.  i^ouv^, 
ElwanlPagd,  N.  Sdsbee,  Henry  W.  William  .  J. 
Wil  -y  E  Iman  Is,  Gso  ge  C.  Rich.irdson,  11.  C.  Wa- 
terston,  Albert  Bovvker,  E  Iw.ird  Warren,  William 
S.  A.ppleton,  S.  L.  Abbo.%  Geoige  W.  \/ale-,  J. 
ColKns  Warren,  S.  Dana  H  lyes,  R.  H.  Eddy,  T.  K. 
Loh  op,  T.  Sterry  Hunt,  E.  P.  Whipple,  John  J. 
Willi  ims. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED  AND  BSFERltED. 

To  the  Commltl.'ic  on  Streets  on  the  Pari  of  the 
Board.  Boston  Seamsn's  Friend  Society,  tliat 
the  1  ne  of  Salem  stree,  at  the  corner  of  Bennei; 
street,  may  be  deiinvd. 

To  tli.e  CommitLee  on  PaVic  Lawls.  Stephsn  H. 
TarbcU,  for  aa  e.Ktensioi  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  East  Fourth  street,  for  one  year  from  May, 
1871. 

To  ths  Committee  on  Licenses.  Burnell  & 
Frescott,  to  exhibit  a  museum  of  natural  curiosi- 
ties at  511  W  ishi;  gton  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Benjamin 
H.  G  eene  et  al.,  that  Beach  street  be  widened 
near  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Surviy  and  Inspection  of 
Buiulin'/s.  Samuel  Ilatfiel  1,  to  erect  wooden 
building-;  sitnaiC  1  on  Washing. on  street,  Ward  19. 

F.ancelia  M.  Cook,  to  ere:;t  woolen  building  on 
Dorcli3-ter  avenue  near  Glover's  Corner. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  First  Bpttalion 
of  Cival  y,  fo  authority  to  hire  for  an  armo.y  Lho 
rooms  in  Pembeitou  square  1  it3ly  occupied  as  the 
headquarters  of  ths  Fast  Regiment,  and  for  iho 
necessary  appropriation  for  rent. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paviny.  Michael  Gorm- 
oley.  Cook  H  mdy,  Malaehi  Cli.k,  R.  W.  Gordon, 
fo.-  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  street-  in  Roxbu  y. 

R.  H.  Davi^,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Do -ch  'ster  avenue  ne  ir  Clo  /er's  Co.ncr. 

Highl  \n\  Stree'.  R,  lilway  Company  f  o  ■  addition- 
al locatioiis  as  follows:  In  Coa  t  sureet  between 
Tremont  and  Washington  strei't^,  with  coiuec- 
tioas  with  tlie  tracks  of  :ho  Metropolitan  Ra  1- 
ro  id  Company  on  Tremont  and  Washing lOu 
street'. 

Asahel  H.  Glover,  to  be  pai  1  for  grade  damages 
on  Dorchs-ter  avenue  near  Ellsworth  street. 

iletropolitan  Riihoid  Company,  forauthoiity 
to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their  hores  and  cars 
the  tracks  of  ths  Highl  ml  Street  Riilway  Com- 
pany in  Shawmut  avenue  and  Washing. on  ^  t.'eet, 
with  suitable  connection-^,  switchss  and  curve-;. 

John  T.  iJelford  ct  al.,  F  c  le.ic  (iud  I  et  al., 
F.  E.  Hall  ct  al.,  for  changs  of  name  of  Shawniut 
avenue  to  Washing  o  i  street  f  om  Guild  Row  to 
th3  line  <  f  Dedhani  in  No:for{  County. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  Iha 
Board.  Jes-e  Smith,  to  occupy  wooden  s.able  for 
one  hoise  on  Brootis  street,  No.  i;G. 

Mary  E.  Burges  ■■,  to  occupy  woolen  stable  for 
one  ho.se  on  Fuller  street,  f.om  Dorchester 
avenue. 
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.  ,  D<lano  &  Little,  to  03cupy  woollen  stable  for 
iOne  lior-e  on  VinCon  street,  l.^aiiug  from  Dorches- 
.tJi-st.eit. 

V  James  i'.  Tighe,  (o  oscuoy  wooden  stable  for  six 
aldiiional  horsej  on  Silver  street,  adjoining  No. 
80. 

Adam  Pat:  ersor,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
cue  hoise  on  Granite  avenue,  near  Adams  street. 
Ward  16. 

Hugh  Nawii,  to  occupy  woolen  stable  for  fix- 
teen  liorses  on  corner  of  Rockland  street,  near 
D.ile  stiPet. 

J.  W.  WolcoJt,  to  occupy  woo.lcii  stable  for  six 
ariditioiuil  horses  on  Easu  Dedbam  street,  in  rear 
of  OCjG  Harri  o.i  avenue. 

.)o  hiiaD.  vVho  f ,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  ChiJes  !-t;ee  ,uear  l<'ieeman  street. 

Wlliam  Burn'-ti  &  Co.,  lo  o_eupy  biick  stable 
.for  tvv-nty-live  horses  on  Commercial  strest,  No. 
302. 

John  Wallace  eial.,  remonstrance  against  tlie 
erection  of  stable  luy  .James  T.  Tighe,  near  80  Sil- 
ver .'  treet. 

B.  fh^eiiaii,  to  occupy  wooien  stable  for  one 
hone  on  MilforJ  i  lace.  No.  43. 

turneil  &  I'resco.t,  lo  occupy  a  stable  for  four 
hor  c-i  on  Boy  1 -to a  \  1  ice.  Ward  8. 

To  the  Hoard  of  Street  CoJiimissionsrs.  Fliineaa 
A.  BMue  et  al.,th%t  Cro3s  street  maybe  so  wid- 
ened on  the  :  oa;,hvveste.ly  side  as  lO  make  an 
eighty  foot  street,  io  extend  fiom  Haymarket 
squ  ue  L'o  Conimer-ial  stree..  They  repretut  that 
its  present  nan ow  Si ate  leads  to  constant  intex'- 
ru.jtioa  to  travel  and  transportation,  and  that 
ihiis  wideued  it  woul  I  furnish  a  continuous  line 
for  transpo.tatio.i  f ,om  Commercial  street  across 
Maymarkeo  square  to  Sudbury  sireet. 

ADDITIONAL    APPltOPKIATION    FOR    EAST    BOSTON 
FJiRKIES. 

Tlie  fallowing  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  i'inance: 

Office  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  ) 
Evsr  hos'j'ON,  March  9,  1874.  ) 
To  the  Honorab.  e  City  Council :  Gentlemen — 'i  he 
Director.-  of  th-i  Ease  Bo-ton  Ferries  regret  that 
tliey  are  compelled  to  ask  for  i he  additional  sum 
of  eigh;  iho-isand  doil  irs  lo  d;  fray  the  expense  of 
the  ^iepartment  for  the  piejent  linanenil  year. 
The  deficiency  in  our  f  and.s  was  occa'^ioied  by  our 
being  compelled  to  pay  about  five  thousanu  dol- 
lars for  paving  the  avenue  leading  to  the  North 
Ferry,  wliich  was  not  estimated  for;  al^o  tlie 
payment  from  our  general  fund  of  several  thou- 
tanidollirs  for  unfinished  contracts,  the  funds 
provided  for  tlie  same  being  placed  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  Sinliing  Fund. 

Respectfully,  for  the  Diieetor,^, 

D.  D.  Kelly,  President. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bondof  Hannbal  F.  Ripl;y,  constable,  be- 
ing pre:euted  duly  certified  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

ORDER3  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  S.  J.  Peet,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  :  team  boiler  and  engine  at  50  George 
street,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday,  March  30, h  inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M». 

On  tlie  petition  of  A.  P.  Blake  et  al.,  directors  of 
Bo-ton,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  llaiiioad  Company, 
for  the  loation  of  the  rouce  of  said  railroau  in  tlie 
city  of  liOitou,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearing  on  ivionday,  iviarch  30th  mst.,  at  four 
o'cloek  P.  M. 

ADDITIONAL   APPROPRIATION  FOR    OVERSEERS    OF 
THE  POOR. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor: 

Office  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  ) 
Boston.  March  9,  1874.     f 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— At  a  meeting  of  the  Bo  rd  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  the  undersigned  was  authorized 
to  apply  to  your  honorable  uody  for  an  appro- 
priation of  ten  tliousand  dollars  to  meet  the 
additional  expenuitures  of  tneir  department 
for  the  current  year,  dhis  deficiency  is  caused  by 
the  unusual  calls  for  assistance  diiring  the  past 
win  er,  particularly  for  temporaiy  aid,  and  for 
other  expenses  not  contemplated,  growing  out  of 
the  recent  annexation  of  new  terrixory  to  Boston. 
Appended  to  this  communication  is  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  appro- 
priation, it  being  understood  that  a  portion  of  the 
sum  will  be  returned  to  the  city  treasury  from  cit- 
ies and  towns  and  tae  Commonwealth,  for  dis- 
bursements made  on  their  account. 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 


ESTIMATS. 

Extra  for  our  jDoor  in  other  cities  and  towns $  5110 

Extra  f  jr  pensions  and  grants  paid  at  otliie lulll) 

Extra  for  f u  jl  and  groceries 2uU0 

Extra  for  supplies  to  flcl;;  State  poor lUUO 

Extra  for  temporary  relief  of  persons  liaving  no 

SPttlsment 3530 

Extra  supplies  to  the  poor  in  Wards  17  and  b)  from 

January  to  April  aO 21100 

Total SH),utO 

MONTHLY   REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFIICERS. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Febjuaiy  (Ci.y  Docu- 
ment No.  30)  wa?  received  and  sent  down. 
Appropriations, 

Kjvdiiues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General.... SU,4i:3,4iT  7S  5J),v)tj.!3(i  (5  3  ^l,51/,l  o  10 
Special ll),0l)S,:i2l  02  b,lj')2,4?7  4i  S,3i5,^4i  bO 

$21,4^1,746  SO       s^ItJ„5JS,7JS  10  84,Ss3,03S  70 

Therepo/tof  the  Board  of  Fre  Commissio.ers 
for  February  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Whole  number  of  alarms  du  ing  the  month 
forty-nine,  including  eighteen  still  alirm', again  t 
fitty-seven  for  same  month  in  1873.  Lo-s  on  buil-1- 
ings,  ,§7863;  insurance  on  building:-.  ^120,000;  lo.s 
on  stock,  if44,625;  insurance  on  stock,  ^139,50J. 

UNFINISHED   BU.'-IXESS. 

Report  and  order  to  cancel  existing  leases  of 
Faneail-Hall  Market  stalb  ,  cellirs,  etc,,  and  to  is- 
sue new  leases  running  for  th-.ee  jeaiS  from  April 
1, 1874,  with  certain  moaifications  of  present  con- 
dition^.   Paiised. 

Orders  to  pay  heiis  of  John  Parkinson  $832  92, 
and  Isaac  H.  (  ary  ,ii2087  4G,  for  Stony-Brook  dam- 
ages.   Severally  pa  sed. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  special  commiitee  to 
act  as  inspector,-;  of  prisons,  etc.,  in  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty. Passed,  and  Alderman  Cu.ter,  Emery  and 
Bigelovv  appointed  said  committee. 

PAPERS    FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petiiions  of  J.  F.  Failey,  Daniel  A.Dunbar  eiaZ., 
Nathaniel  Cushing  and  Julia  McAvoy.  Referred  in 
couLurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Alex- 
ander Stiles  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  the  draw  of  Warren  Bridge.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Certificate  of  election  by  i he  Common  Council 
of  H.  J.  Boardman,  as  a  Park  Comnii  sioner,  in 
place  of  Charles  A.  Burditt.  The  Board  proeeeaed 
to  ballot,  Alde.meu  Stebbins  and  Worthington 
being  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  Councilman  H.  J.  Boardman  received  12 
votes  and  was  declared  unanimously  elected  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  amendment  of  the  Fire 
Ordinance  CO  as  to  increase  the  number  of  assist- 
ant-engineers to  thirteen,  and  the  number  of 
members  to  seven  hundred.    Order  nassed. 

Order  autho;izing  a  contract  with  Phineas  E. 
Gay  for  farni-hiug  and  depositing  filling  for 
Northarapion-street  District,  at  iiioc  exceeding 
$G  40  for  each  square  of  eight  cubic  yards. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  plaeii,g  elevators  in 
the  City  Hall. 

Aldejman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
upon  the  table.    Lost— 2  for,  9  against. 

Alderman  Cutter— This  subject  has  been  before 
the  Government  year  after  year,  and  as  it  has  not 
been  granted  heretofore  1  ho^ie  this  Board  wjll 
not  be  hasty,  but  will  post  tlism-elves  upon  the 
necessity  of  it  before  voting  for  it.  That  was  the 
reason  I  voted  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Allerman  Power— Thai;  was  al  o  my  reason  for 
voting  to  lay  it  upon  the  table.  It  has  been  before 
the  Governnient.  and  it  v,as  always  thought  that 
an  elevator  was  not  wanted  here."  It  has  always 
appeared  that  the  members  of  this  Government 
came  here  gladly  and  went  away  with  great  re- 
luctance.   I  trust  the  Board  wdl  not  be  hasiy. 

Alderm.an  Stebbins— 1  voted  for  the  order  to  get 
information,  and  I  do  not  know  liow  to  get  it  with- 
out sending  it  to  the  committee ;  we  cannot  get  it 
by  laying  the  order  on  the  table. 
The  order  was  passed. 

The  Auditor's  estimates  for  1874-5  (City  Doc.  No. 
29)  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 
The  Board  concurred,  and  Aldermen  (.utter, 
Power,  Worthington,  Hall  and  Emery  were  joined 
to  the  committee  on  the  parr  of  the  Board. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 
The  Salary  bill  came  from  m.  Common  Council 
concurred  in,  with  the  following  amendments  : 
Make  salary  of  Street  Commissioners,  $4000;  of 
Superintenuent  of  Public  Buildines,  ii>4000;  of  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets,  $iOO0;  of  Superintendent 
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ofrulilic  Llbrnry,  5f40O0;  of  Superintendent  of 
Lanijif ,  $C0OO;  cf  '[■^upeiiutcnilei.t  of  Bovton  Luna- 
tic Hospital,  t'^tO'i;  of  (  Ijrk  c f  Police  Uepaitment, 
ftlSOO.  In  section  leli  ing  to  ^al;\iy  of  (  ity  riiysi- 
cianintei't  "lioaiil  of,'  instead  of  '•Comnii;.tee 
on." 

The  quesiion  was  on  concurring  wilh  tlie  Com- 
mon f  ouncil  in  m  \kinf;-  th  j  j  alaries  of  the  Street 
Conimiysionevs  .^4L00  each. 

Al  erman  Ftcbl  ins  moved  that  that  suhject  be 
laid  upon  iho  iable.    Lo-t. 

Al  lerman  Cutter— I  move,  if  it  be  in  order,  to 
recommit  ihat  section  to  ihe  Committee  on  Salar- 
le.". 

Al  'erman  Stebbins— For  what  purpose  is  that 
tecLion  iO  be  re  committed? 

Alderman  Cut  er — Ihecommiltee  reported  that 
the  i-al  trie.j  of  the  Street  Commi-sioners  shall  be 
5:3500,  and  ;  11  tlie  iijcmbt  rs  signed  the  report. 
When  they  come  in  he.e  one  member  advocates 
$40(0,  viiiually  :  l.iught  >iiiig  his  own  report.  I 
wonl  I  like  to  see  a  unanimous  report  from  that 
commitee. 

Al  lerman  Tre^cott— I  hope  it  will  not  be  recom- 
miiteJ,  as  it  will  piovoke  the  i-ame  discussion  in 
the  committpe  tiiat  i,.  has  in  this  toard.  It  would 
be  bet",  "r  to  hive  the  maiter  settled  by  this  Board. 

ThT  Chaiim  m  ruled  that  a  recommi.ment  of  the 
sect  on  referred  to  would  carry  wilh  it  the  whole 
order  of  wliii  h  i:  is  a  par> . 

Al  lerman  Power-  -1  under- tand  that  the  altera- 
tions made  by  the  Common  Council  in  ludelhe 
superintendents  of  S.;ieet-,  PuHic I^uildings, Pub- 
lic L  b:  a:  j',  Lamjjs,  and  Clerk  of  Police.  I  sup- 
1  o  ed  thn"  it  wouli  carry  all  of  thoje. 

Al  lermnn  Cutter — I  trusi.  the  Board  will  allow  it 
to  l.e  lecommi'ted.  I  can  see  that  there  is  consid- 
eral  le  (lis.' a,;i  faction  among  the  heal^  of  differ- 
ent department-,  ihey  were  toll  Ly  the  Co.nmit- 
tee  on  Sal  iries  'hat  1118:0  woul  I  be  no  c'aangas 
male  and  therefore  they  did  not  pre-ent  their 
claims  to  ^ave  th3ir  salaries  increased.  Now  they 
And  that  changes  have  been  made,  and  as  they  do 
not  wi  h  to  befligh.ed,  or  appear  as  stais  of 
!  econd  magpitudc,  they  con-ier  that  it  is  but 
just  to  trem  thao  ih  v  should  have  a  voice  b  fore 
tlie  Committee  on  Salar.es ,  and  I  trust  this  Board 
will  allow  them  to  do  so. 

Al  lerman  E:tebbii.s— Do  I  understand  the  Alder- 
man to  favor  an  increase  cf  salarie,^,  and  that  he 
moves  to  rc-ommit  in  order  Ihat  the  salaries  may 
be  raised? 

Al  lerman  Cutter— I  do  not  know  howthejen- 
ilemau  can  undeistand  ihar,  for  the  record  shows 
that  I  voted  against  any  increase.  The  fault  is 
with  the  S.ilaiy  Committee;  they  made  a  niisake 
by  f  ivoring  f  ome  and  not  favoring  oJier.-^.  I  do 
Eo„kiiovv  why  we  slioul  1  increase  salaries  this 
year.  Certai  ly  busin'  ss  outside  of  City  Hall  does 
not  demand  it.  The  ftrett  Commissioners  will 
work  ju't  as  well  if  we  do  not  increase  their 
saliries.  We  will  only  burden  the  taxjiayprs  so 
much  more.  AVe  have  th?  same  agents  io  run  tho 
Govfrnment  that  we  ha  I  l.a«t  year.  Now  is  it 
right  to  \mpo~e  this  adiiifonrl  burden  upon  the 
ta.xuayers?  No  argument  can  be  raise  I  in  favor 
of  an  incicase  cf  sala-ies  in  City  Hall  this  year.  I 
venture  to  s.iy  ihat  if  the  officers  leave  their  posi- 
tions th?re  wll  be  as  many  ap  licant-  for  them  as 
we  have  for  plaies  on  the  police  force.  If  you  de- 
siie  to  go  on  and  increase  the  tax-  s  cf  lliis  ciy — 
and  1  o  greater  cursecan  beput  upon  the  ( ity  thau 
a  h'gh  rate  of  taxa'ion— yoa  will  find  that  capital- 
ists \\  ill  leave  us.  1  beg  "the  Bo  ird  to  con-  ider  the 
ii.terest  of  th?  taxpayers  before  impo  ing  this 
extra  expense  upon  them. 

Al  lerman  Power — 1  supj  o:e  that  it  is  uiinece;- 
fa;y  to  say  that  I  oppoed  the  raising  of  any  sala- 
rie-i  this 'year;  but  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
majoritv  of  this  1  oa -d  tc  do  s  o,  1  hope  they  will 
do  it  jus, ly  and  f .lirly  and  ivith  regard  for  the 
merits  of  the  officers.  'Therefore  I  hope  it  will  go 
back  to  the  conmittec  i hat  the  salaries  may  be 
propel  ly  and  f  aiily  raised.  Some  of  the  heads  of 
departaiei.ts  have  not  had  ai  y  advance  at  all  in 
their  srlaries.  Nov,,  it  looks  to  citizei.s  outside 
that  ihe  (I'ovejnmeni,  must  have  some  reason  for 
skipping  over  ihose  men  ;  ihey  ii.fer  that  tho  e  we 
skip  ov^-r  are  unwor  hy,  and  it  is  a  reproach  on 
tho  e  who  e  salaiies  we  do  not  raise.  There  are 
other  heads  of  departments  who  deserve  to  have 
an  ii  CI  case  il  Jfie  is  to  be  any  at  all.  Iherefore. 
I  wish  it  may  go  back,  so  that  if  it  is  the  sense  of 
this  1  oard  to  rai-c  salaries,  it  may  be  done  equita- 
bly. I  am  opi  o  ed  to  raiding  salaries  this  year; 
business  does  not  require  it;  we  endurod  the  panic 
last  faJl.and  we  suffered  from  the  great  flre  the 
year  before,  and  it  must  be  apparent  to  everybody 


that  we  should  not  raise  the  salaries  this  year. 
BuL  it  seems  lO  be  the  vill  of  ihe  majority  to  raise 
sal  uiC' ,  an.J,  tliertf  .jre,  1  hope  ihe  rej.ort  will  be 
rei:omiTiitted,  that  an  advai.ce  Will  be  made  to 
tho  e  Who  mo  t  de.-erveit. 

Al  lerman  S^ebb  ns—i  suppose  (hat  if  it  is  re- 
coiiimit.eJ  it  1^  inten;led  to  iidvai.ce  Ihe  saliries 
cf  :  11  heads  of  deparanent*--.  For  that  reason  I 
l.ope  the  Board  will  meet  th  ;  su.;ject  here  toiay 
ana  voce  upo..  it.  I  am  leady  to  meet  it.  I  have 
no  iloubt,  as  the  lierman  says,  the.e  woul )  be  as 
many  a^j^  li^aiioas  as  there  are  for  position  ;  on 
the  lol  ce  foice,  but  I  rather  fjar  that  if  we 
ihoul  I  make  any  chaiiijes  we  shoull  have  the 
samj  exj  eriente  that  was  had  in  the  1  olice  Ue- 
paitmeiii.  'J'herev,  ere  ;  ome  appoiutme..ts  made 
by  our  late  ac  ing  Mayor  to  111  vacancies  which 
had  to  be  revokcil. 

Al  lorinan  t  utter— The  genileman  does  not  meet 
th(;sulj3  t  f  ii.ly  or  lioi;e.~lly.  H'  was  chaiiman 
cf  the  Coir;m  ti,ee  on  Sular  es.  ivJany  heads  of  de- 
par. m  nts  spol^e  iO  im  and  sai  1  th?  chai;mau  cf 
the  (  ommii,tee  en  Salir  es  :  aid  that  no  ch  mge 
was  to  1) J  ma  le  in  salaries  this  year.  I  say  they 
were  wiongfjlly  irfarmed.  I  "say  make  an  in- 
Cieise  for  tuo:e  who  are  entitled  to  it.  Here 
are  our  Auditor  and  Treasurer.  Why  aie 
they  not  ent  .led  to  an  inc  ease?  Are 
they  1  oc  til  v.  luaLle  men?  'j  o  ^Ight  them  in  this 
mannei  is  the  way  to  lo  e  them.  If  Jiey  can  get  a 
laager  sal  ay  in  S  a  e  street,  because  of  thsir  long- 
trie  1  honesty  i  i  ;his  (-overnment,  we  may  lo^e 
them.  1  s:iy,  ueal  hone  tly  an  i  f  li  ly  wi  h'lhein, 
an.i  not  talk  about  ihe  imueifeCuiOii  cf  ihe  police 
force.  No  man  is  pa. fact— who  is  thjmaathat 
can  thiow  ihe  fl.st  s  one?  Jh?  genil^man  may 
claim  peifectioii,  but  I  do  notsee  it  inthiswansac- 
tiOii.  J  he  tommi.tce  came  in  here  and  di.lnot 
stand  'Ly  their  le  ort,  and  it  wa>^  the  tirst  ca  e  cf 
the  kind  Itversawf.om  the  Comiii  ttee  on  Sila- 
ri  s.  Th2y  did  not  inat  the  sui  ject  intelligenily ; 
if  ih'>y  had  Jieywovll  h.ivestoo!  bythsie  Cit. 
I  say  Jiis  is  ihe  way  to  la  e  f  litlif  al  ottii;ers. 

Al  lerman  S  ebUns—  h3  Al  icrniau  intimates 
thao  tho  chairman  of  tho  committee  tilki  one 
way  and  acts  ano..her.  I  wll  c  11  at  ention  to  ihe 
fact  that  the  ccmini;<,re  did  not  recommend  au  iu- 
c  ease  cf  th"  salaiy  of  asii,gl3  haad  of  depart- 
ment except  ihe  chairman  of  ihe  Board  of  As-ess- 
ors.  E/eryolhei  amen.lmont  has  been  made  by 
the  Cn,y  Council. 

Al  te.' man  i  mery — I  think  the  Committee  on 
Sal  ir.es  made  a  very  good  le  or^and  tli?y  houl  1 
have  siood  by  it.  We  should  then  havekuown 
f  omething  cf  where  we  were  and  how  we  stai  d. 
But  ihey  'dd  i  Oi;  s.aud  by  ii.  I,  for  one,  do  i  ot 
beli  \e  rhat  we  want  to  ge  ;  rid  of  lIi  ^  heads  cf  our 
tiepar.ments  and  I  do  nou  bcl  eve  we  a  e  gong  to 
c'o:o,even  if  we  le-  ihe  .-aliriei  remain  wh'^re 
they  wer  J  list  year.  At  iho  same  time  I  should 
like  to  see  iho  uiatter  recommit. ed  to  tho  comm.t- 
tee,  th  it  i,he  salari  s  of  tho.e  officer,  ^\hich  have 
not  been  pasicd  upoi;  in  •.  on^urrencc  wi.jh  the 
o  h-^r  bam  h  may  1  e  equ  ill -ed.  There  w  11,  cer- 
tainly, be  an  necju  li  y  ;f  v,e  concur  in  rasing  the 
P.alar.es  cf  iho^e  office. s  which  have  been  sent 
back  to  us,  anil  I  desire  hat  they  shoul  I  be  made 
right  an  1  e  lual,  and  fair  as  they  can  be.  I  shouli 
like  to  sec  ihom  fixed  in  accordance  with  what 
we  ha^ e  i  one  in  the  past. 

Al  le.man  x  ower — 1  hope  the  Salary  Committee 
w  11  no.;  oljscttoa  recommitment.  Ihisth  nghas 
got  mixeci  n])aliiile,  aid  it  will  icc^uiie  lome 
tme.o  st  a'ghte.1  it  out.  For  instance,  here  is 
the  salary  cf  .ho  Clerk  of  lOllco  l>epar  moiii.  It 
appears  to  m  •  that  f  ihore  is  to  be  a  rai-;e  in  that 
department  it ;  ho  If  romiiience  at  the  head;  the 
duies  ef  .he  Ch  cf  of  Polii  e  h  ive  increased  very 
j  uch.  I  do  not  wi  h  lo  getriil'-<f  the  h  ads  of 
any  depavtme.  t  ;  .hfy  have  all  do  e  their  duties 
fiuhfiilly,  and  ii;  will' be  a  difficult  matter  to  til 
their  places;  but  it  ccitaiily  doe^  appear  as  a 
slight  o.i  iho  e  who-e  salaries  ha/e  no  been  in- 
crea  ed.  It  look' ,  io  cti^ens  oat-ide  of  City  H.iU, 
Ihat  tho  e  who  e  sallies  have  been  rai  edhave 
pio/cd  thomselves  wo  hy  of  advancemji.t;  wh  le 
tho  e  v.'ho  c  saliries  hive  not  been  lai'ed  aie  not 
worthy  of  it.  I  thor  f();e  hope  the  commit,;ee  will 
not  o  "j.oct  io  Its  go  ng  back  lO  then. 

Al  le. man  Cutucr — it  doe i  teem  to  mc  that  a 
Boa 'd  like  Ihs— and  eipeciaJly  ha  o  her  branch — 
woul  1  not  un  'eit  ike  ti  rai-  e  i,h3  salaii  s  cf  hoads 
of  depar  m:  nts  without  first  having  h  ift  a  re  ort 
from  ihe  committee.  One  menibar  (  f  the  Com- 
mon Coun  il  go  up  and  moved  to  rai  e  the  saliiy 
of  .he  Clnk  of  i'olioe,  whon  I,  as  chairman  of 
Pol  ce  (  ommlttee,  never  knew  he  wanted  moie 
pay.    There  arc  pi. nly  cf    iiien  who  want  the  po- 
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fition  at  1  he  present  f alary;  I  think  there  are  too 
inany(l;rks  in  ihere  now.  Each  man  in  the 
Council  stems  to  have  a  f.ivoiite;  he  jumps  up, 
moves  to  raise  the  sal  ny,  andit  goes  through.  I 
think  th3  Committee  on  Salaiies  ought  to  give  us 
a  report  ihat  th=y  can  irtar.d  by. 

AlJexman  Tower— I  agree  with  the  Alderman, 
that  it  mu?t  he  a  haphazard  way  in  which  the 
Common  Councl  acted  upon  this  !-ubje«t.  They 
raised  thesrlaiycf  Dr.  Walker,  Superintendent 
of  the  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  o..e  reason  givej  for 
ii;  was,  that  if  the  Government  went  on  in  Ihid 
crazy  manner,  no  doubt  thoe  woul  1  be  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  pat  ents  there,  'ihat  was 
how  Dr.  Walker's  salary  was  raied.  I  think  he 
is  deserving,  howpver,  of  an  increase,  for  he  is  a 
very  worthy,  invelligeiit  and  capable  officer.  But 
it .'  hows  how  Ihe  matter  was  setiled. 

Alierman  Cutter— I  woul  1  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
llemanifhe  knows  that  the  family  expenses  of 
Dr.  Wallcer  are  not  furnished  by  the  city? 

Al  lerman  Power — They  are. 

Al  iernian  reters— As  I  understand  the  motion 
of  the  AlJerman  f.om  Ward  6,  it  includes  only 
this  :  ection. 

The  (  hairman— If  the  section  is  recommitted  it 
virtually  carries  With  it  the  whjle  order  of  which 
it  is  a  part. 

Alleiman  Peters— I  move  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  recommit,  ing  those  four  orders  to  which 
amendments  weie  made  by  the  Common  Council. 

Al  lerman  Cutter — I  have  no  ol  jection  to  that. 

Al  lerman  Scebbins— The  Allermen  give  as  a 
reaton  for  lecommitm? nt  that  they  aie  oppoicd  to 
raising  salaries.  Kow,  let  us  meet  the  question 
this  Ef .^ernoon  and  ron-concur  with  the  (  ommon 
Council.  That  is  the  way  to  do  if  the  Aldermen 
are  in  earnest  in  opposing  an  increa-  e  of  salaries. 

AlJerman  Hall— We  are  a-ked  to  recommit  the 
section  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Strett  Commis- 
^ion^  rs  that  f  lirness  may  I  levail.  Now,  1  hold  in. 
my  hand  the  (lo3ument  by  which  we  flxei  the 
salaiies  of  sixty  men;  we  have  passed  upon  them, 
and  now  we  are  a'-ked  to  recommit  seven  that  they 
may  have  their  salar'es  raised.  It  has  been  asked 
lo  rai-e  the  falaries  of  the  SIreet  Commi  sionrrs, 
because  it  did  not  feein  just  that  they  should  re- 
ceive less  than  other  commissioners,  who  have 
less  to  do.  Let  us  meet  this  question  heie.  I  think 
the  taxpayer-  will  tee  the  necessity  of  making 
this  increase  in  the  saLiries  of  the  Scieet  Commis- 
sioners. 

AlJerman  Brooks— There  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  any  necessity  for  recommitting  the  report. 
It  looks  TO  me  as  ii  gentlemen  here  had  some  fa- 
vorites who  e  salaries  they  desire  to  have  in- 
ert ased.  Whycan'ih^y  not'make  a  motion  to  in- 
crease them?  I  have  no  specipl  favorites.  I  favor 
an  increase  of  salaries  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers because  that  is  an  important  board,  the  mem- 
ters  of  which,  in  my  judgment,  do  much  more 
than  the  F.re  Commissio^.eis  or  the  Board  of 
Health.  I  see  no  justice  in  paying  them  5f3500,  and 
paying  others,  who  do  less  work,  $4000. 

ALlei  man  C  utter— Let  us  see  what  these  com- 
missions do.  The  Fire  Commissioners  have  rec- 
ommended a  decrease  in  tlie  salaijes  of  the  Chief- 
Lngineer  and  Superintendent  of  Fire-Alarms.  If 
you  are  going  to  follow  ihe  commissions,  why  not 
decrease  the  ;  alaries  of  the  commissioners? 

Alierman  Hall— I  would  ask  how  we  can  de- 
crease the  salaries  cf  the  commissioiers  after  the 
Commoa  Counc.l  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  fixed  them. 

The  Chairman— If  this  section  is  recommitted  it 
cairies  with  it  the  entire  order,  and  every  section 
in  that  order  is  sul  jecc  to  the  revision  of  the  com- 
mittee and  of  this  r.oard. 

Alderman  Steob'ns — It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed 
that  the  committee  will  make  any  change  in  a 
salary  which  has  been  passed  uxjou  by  them  once 
and  concurre  I  in  by  boh  branches  of  the  City 
Council.  I  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for  the 
committee,  but  that  is  my  impression. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  the  gentleman  not  open  to 
con  vie  I  ion? 

Alderman  Power — Any  gentleman  can  put  in  an 
order  to  undo  the  whole  thing. 

Alderman  Peters — My  amendment  to  the  motion 
of  Alderman  C  utter  is  to  recommit  the  second, 
third,  fifth  and  sixth  orders. 

Alderman  Cutter — Does  that  include  all  which 
can  he  recommitted? 

The  C  hairman — That  includes  all  which  were 
non-concurred  in  by  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Alderman  Peters's  amendment,  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed—yeas 7,  nays  5 — as  follows : 


Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins,  Worthington— 5. 

'the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit as  amended  (to  recommit  the  second,  third, 
fifth  and  sixth  orders). 

The  Chairman,  in  reply  to  questions  by  Aller- 
men Harris  and  Stebbins,  ruled  that  the  question 
could  not  be  divided. 

The  moiioii  to  recommit  was  carried — yeas  7, 
nays  5— as  follows : 

Yeas— A  Idermen  Bigelow,  Clark  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power— 7. 

Nays- Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins,  Worthington— 5. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Power  offered  an  order 
to  rescind  all  the  orders  passed  fixing  the  sal  tries 
of  city  officers  and  referring  the  whole  subject 
relating  thereto  back  to  the  Committee  on  Sal- 
aries. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the 
table.  Lost,  and  the  question  recurred  on  givmg 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

Alierman  Power— I  ottered  the  order  with  a 
good  purpo  e.  I  want  to  give  all  the  city  employes 
the  ;  ame  chance  to  have  theiT  salaries  passed 
upon.  It  has  been  stated  that  some  officers  have 
complained — or  rather  did  not  mean  to  complain — 
having  understood  that  the  Committ'  e  on  Salaries 
did  not  propo-e  to  make  any  change  a  all.  I  want 
to  have  the  wdiole  matter  before  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  again,  that  all  the  officers  may  have  the 
same  chance. 

Aldeiman  Hall— We  were  asked  in  the  first  part 
cf  this  session  not  to  increase  some  of  these  city 
ofiicers'  salaries  because  it  would  not  be  fair,  and 
we  were  toll  that  if  ihis  matter  was  recommi'.ted 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries  it  would  not  carry 
with  it  certain  other  orders  which  had  already 
passed  both  branches  of  the  Government.  Now, 
an  order  is  offered  to  recommit  the  whole  subject, 
and  I  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  going  over  all 
these  salaries  again.  I  hope  the  order  will  at  least 
be  refused  a  second  reading  at  this  session,  and  lie 
over. 

Alderman  Power — I  desire  the  order  to  take  its 
second  reading  at  this  session  that  it  may  go  to 
the  Council  with  the  report,  and  the  committee 
can  gtt  it  at  the  same  tme. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  certain  verbal  amend- 
ments, which  were  adonted,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  the  following  form — yeas  7,  nays  5— the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Alierman  Hall: 

Ordered,  That  all  orders  in  printed  City  Doc. 
No.  26,  for  1874,  by  which  the  salaries  of  any  city 
officers  were  fixed  by  the  City  Council  for  one  year 
fiom  April  1, 1874,  be  and  ihey  are  hereby  recind- 
ed;  and  the  wlnde  subject  relating  thereto  is  here- 
by referred  to  the  Committee  on  S.'laries. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Harris, 
Power,  Prpscott,  Wor;hington— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Hall,  Peters, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Alierman  Prescott  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote,  and  Alderman  Brooks  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Yea? — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Hall,  Peters, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Harris, 
Power,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION    FOR  FIRE   DEPART- 
MENT. 

The  following  was  received,  and  referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Fire  ] 
Commissioners, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  March  9th,  1874. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  —The  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Fire  Department  herewith 
respectfully  submit  an  estimate  cf  the  additional 
amount  of  money  needed  to  meet  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year.  The  appropriation  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Fire  Department  for  the 
financial  year  was  $551,316;  the"  expenditures  to 
February  20th,  $528,784  96;  the  balance  unexpend- 
ed $22,531  04.  The  joint  standiig  committee,  in 
their  final  report  made  November  10th,  1873, 
estimated  that  the  additional  sum  of  $88,149  46 
would  be  required  to  meet  the  necessaiy  expendi- 
tures during  the  remaider  of  the  financial  year. 
The  board  are,  however,  pleased  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  amount  required  will  be  only  $36,000,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  estimates : 

Sala-ies,  about §32,000  00 

Special  appropriations  and  unpaiu  contracts 

for  apparatus,  etc 10,000  00 
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Kunnin-  exponsRS,  bills  roiitra'-.ted  for  gas, 
graiu/ruel.suppliJsaiKl  repairs 1M31  U4 


Balanco  unsxpended. 


S38,5:)l  01 
,     2J,)31  Hi 


Amount  royuirjd S3J,0(lO  00 

The  loarl  ('.e.-ue  lo  call  attention  to  ilie  f  ict 
tb-.u  the  nppvopimtion  fo^' th'3  Chail-sSovvn  lore 
l)ei):uUncnL  was  ^ufficient  to  meet  ;ill  expendi- 
ture'on  that  account  u,,  to  th  •  d^se  of  the  finan- 
cial yc  ir,  and  thit  the  appropriations  of  We.-. 
Ro^Liuv  an  I  Brighton  were  exh  m-te.l  hy  the  tirst 
of  J  n u^a  V,  an.l  that  «.ice  that  date  the  entire 
eM)Ci  litures  for  tno  Fire  Deparlment  of  the-e 
two  .li>tiic.s  have  bee  .  cha.ge.l  lo  the  appropiia- 
f 01  1  o  ton  proper.  Respee.fally  submitted  lor 
thJ  l.oar.lof  Fire  Coniun^sionerir-. 
''  ALFRED  F.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 

REPORTS  AXU  ORDERS    SUBJIITTED. 

By    Allerman    Cutter,   for   the  Com.nit.ee    on 

^Or.'lf~to  pay  for  giade  damages  in  Ward  10,  as 
follow  :  John  Lsoaa.-d,  $m,  ./ashmgton  ft  eec; 
Ch  ,rlos  Dana,  «400,  Wa=h-ngton  s.reet;  SamuJ 
Be3k,  $43  5J,  Cimbiiilge  str.-e,  ,  .he  ^'U.chei^ 
SUu-' hoe  ring  and  Melting  Associaaon,  !sG/G,  Mai- 
ket  ?teet;  S  muel  R.  l-erkins  «71.JCD,^  Markei 
St -eat;  Richard  Mo  Isy,  «337  50,  Markei  s.reec; 
Scephmi  Brooks,  «220  35,  Che^tnu.Hdl  avenue; 
Elmunl  Rice,  ^20J,  Lincoln  stre.^t-severallj'  m 
co.i-eniience  cf  chang  ng  tne  grade  of  p  ml  suee.3 
byocuerof  the  i^oard  of  SeliCtmeu  of  Brighton, 
Sever:  llv  read  once.  ,  ,. 

R  no -.on  the  order  to  consider  the  expe  liency 
of  ch  uiging  the  name  of  a  portion  of  Bro.id  saee. 
to  Atlamic  avenue,  recommending  the  passage  of 
thp  nc'oinn  living  order :  ,   . 

Onle'eJ  That  that  portion  of  Broad  street  lying 
between  All  mtio  avenue,  as  it  now  exist?,  aad 
FederaUtreei,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as 
Atlantic  avei.ue,  and  that  the  Supean^endenc  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  pi  ice  st -eet  ■  igPV'il?"«'J"t, 
number  sail  averue  f.om  Commer^al  str.eu  to 
Fe  ler<il  street. 

Rlporu'ou  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
T^any,  for  right  to  u-e  the  "circuit,  '  so  calle:!,  wuh 
ttieir  horses  and  cars,  re.oniraei.dmg  the  passage 
of  an  accompauyi  ig  order  of  iio.ice  loi  a 
h-aring  on  Ma.ch  30.h  in  tant,  when  any  parties 
objecting  thereto  may  appear  to  be  heard.    Order 

^Repmt  on  petition  of  Highland  Street  Railway 
Comuany.fjr  additional  location;  and  to  expend 
th-  I'ouies  of  their  cars,  recommending  the  pa  - 
sace  of  an  accompanying  order  of  not  ce  tor  a 
hearing  on  Monday,  March  30th  ^?-^'»^ '^^  *°^;; 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  any  parties  '  biecang  theieto 
may  apnear  lo  be  heard.    Order  pasKed.    ^^ 

Report  (1  ave  lo  withdraw,)  on  pcu.ion  ot 
Leatherbee  Bio:,her.^  to  be  pail  for  damagei 
caufed  by  the  const.uct^on  of  a  culver,  on  Albany 
Street  and  Harrison  avenue.    Acceptel. 

Repor.,  on  petition  of  Sidney  Bardett  ei  al., 
that  the  Beacon  sidewalk  of  the  Tiiblic  Gardea 
may  be  made  safe  against  danger  from  run- 
away team  ,  that  the  Committee  on  Common,  e.c. 
have  already  taken  measures  to  effect  the  oijict 
desi.ed  by  the  petitioners  anil  uo  farther  action 
is  lequiied  on  this  petition.    Acceptel. 

By  Al  lerman  Bower,  for  the  special  commitf^e 
to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Robert  J. 
Gilkieforlom  of  $303  from  the  Franklm  1' und— 
Repoit,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Orde:ed,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Franklin 
Fnnd  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  loan  to 
Robert  J.  Gilkie,  a  youni,  married  mechanic,  un- 
der twenty-five  years  of  age,  who  has  fai.htuUy 
served  an  apprenticevhip  in  the  city  of  I  oslon,  ttie 
sum  of  th -ee  hundred  dollars  from  sai  I  f  and;  said 
Gilkie  to  furnish  sureties  in  a  bond  for  the  repny- 
ment  of  the  money  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  trust. 

"P  n  ^  ^  P  fl 

By  Al  lerman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Bud  lings— Report  on  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  to  consider  and  report  some  plan  f  w  the 
relitf  of  the  various  depaitments  now  occupying 
City  Hill  and  requiring  more  loom  for  city  bu-i- 
iies«,  that  they  find  that  the  only  way  in  which 
such  relief  can  be  obtained  is  to  remove  one  or 
moie  departments  from  the  City  Hall,  thereby 
affording  relief  to  the  remainder.  A  building 
can  be  obtained  in  Pemberion  square  well 
adaptedforcity  business,  and  which  will  lequiiO. 
but  a  small  expenditure  to  adapt  the  same  for 
the  wants  of  the  city.    The  terms  upon  which  said 


buil'ling  can  be  obtained,  the  committee  deem, 
are  rensonalle;  and  in  order  to  facilitati  the  bu-i- 
ness  of  the  cicy,  they  would  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buili- 
ings  be  autlnn-ized  to  rent  for  a  term  of  five  years, 
with  the  jirivil  'ge  of  renewal  for  the  same  term, 
estate  numbered  30  Pcmberton  square,  at  an 
atnual  rental  of  tbir^y-six  hundre  i  dollars  jier 
year;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Bu  1  lings. 

Al  lerman  Harris — 1  hope  the  chairman  will  give 
us  some  ii. formation  as  to  the  rooms  propo  ei  to 
rent,  and  what  departments  are  to  lie  removed 
from  C  ty  Hall. 

Al  lerman  Emery— The  Comtaittee  on  Pu'^lic 
Buildings  have  hadthi-  matter  in  charge  f '  r  a 
long  time;  they  have  been  very  industrious  ii.  t  y- 
ing  to  find  loom- to  relieve  ^ome  cf  the  deport- 
ments in  City  Hall.  They  have  had  a  gr  at  many 
mee.ings  and  hearings,  and  made  a  very  exieu- 
sive  e.Kamination  cf  rooms  around  about  this 
bull  ling  and  on  the  various  streets  in  the  vi  ini  y, 
and  after  a  thorough  investigation  they  find  that 
this  hou-e.  No.  3J  Jferab  rton  square,  will,  in  their 
judgment,  meet  the  requirements  of  ihe  case  bet- 
it  r  .nan  any  other  place  that  they  can  po-;tiLly 
find.  They  endeavored  to  find  rooms  acrOiS  "the 
way  on  Scnool  st  eet,  but  the  expense  there  woul  1 
be  vCiy  much  greater.  The  matter  is  set  for.h  in 
the  order  as  f  ally  as  it  can  be.  As  to  the  question 
what  (lepa.tments  ave  to  be  remove  I,  I  can  answer 
that  tha"c  matter  has  not  been  so  f  uly  considered 
that  a  report  could  be  made.  If  this  o:der  is 
passed  to  allow  tlie  rental  of  the  pieini  e-  aliucled 
to,  then  the  (.ommittee  will  undertak"  to  see  what 
can  be  done  in  th  ;  way  of  removal.  Tiii  ■  i-  one  of 
the  largest  houses  in  the  square,  and  the  expense 
of  alteration  will  be  very  light,  indeed,  perhaps 
from  two  to  three  thousand  dollar;  wll  be  re- 
quired to  make  it  ascommo  late  some  of  the  de- 
partments. It  will  accommo  laie  perhaps  two  or 
three  departments  if  the  City  Council  decide?  to 
make  the  change.  We  have  not  fel>:  authorized  to 
sugge^i.  any  changes  until  we  get  authority  from 
the  Board. 
The  oraer  was  passed. 

Bv  Al  lerman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Fan- 
eu  1  H;i]l— Report  on  the  peiition  of  D.  B.  McKen- 
zie  ct  al.,  requesting  the  use  of  Faneu'l  Hall  on 
Sunday  afternoons  for  religions  services,  recom- 
meadiiigthat  the  prayer  of  the  iie  itio.ers  be 
granted,  as  an  experiment,  on  the  f  illowing  cor.- 
ai' ions:  That  the  hall  be  occupied  for  said  pur- 
po  e  on  the  af  ernoon«  of  the  Sundays  in  Ma  ch ; 
that  the  petitioners  shall  pay  the  expense  for  th? 
atte  idan  ;e  of  as  many  police  officers  as  the  t  hi^f- 
of- Pol  ice  shall  f.om  time  to  time  deem  nece-sary, 
and  al5o  the  expense  cf  cleaning  said  hall  on  ihe 
mornings  af  er  said  meetings,  an  1  finiUy,  that  the 
Commicfe  on  Faneu  1  Hall  shall  have  the  right  to 
revoke  this  permit  whenever  they  may  judge  it 
proper  to  do  -~o.  Accejitecl. 
By  Al  lerman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  Dire "ttors  for  PuIiHt  Institu- 
tions be  requ'^sieJ  to  take  ch  age  of  tne  Austin 
farm,  recently  pui-chaed  by  the  city  fjr  tne  pur- 
poses of  a  Home  for  the  1  oor,  and  lire  vent  any 
waste  or  injury  of  the  ci.y  property  thereon. 
Passed. 

By  Al  lerman  Bigelow,  fir  the  Committee  on 
License- — Reports  lecommendi  gth^  granting  of 
the  applica'doi.s  of  William  Cook  &  Co.  for  r  ri  w- 
al  of  anct  oncer's  licen-e  at  1U4  Commercisl  stree" ; 
John  R.  AVol-ton  for  license  as  auctioneer  at  No.  1 
Chehea  >t;eet,  Charlestown;  Owen  Kcnney,  for 
hack  stind  at  corner  (if  Marlbo'ough  and  berke- 
ley  street-;  Thomas  J.  Lane,  for  hack  stand  on 
Paris  street,  second  door  from  Marion  street; 
•  Michael  H.  Leary,  to  deal  in  junk  at  41G  Main 
street,  Charlestown  ;  Wiirain  E.  Denver,  for  hack 
stand  at  70  State  stret't;  John  Co  lant  ct  aJ.,  for 
tran'f  er  of  hack  licenses ;  John  J.  Porter,  to  give 
Ur  im  itic  entertaiiment  at  Nepon  et,  Ma"ch  17: 
Howe  &  El:npr,  for  iiinhol  ler's  license  at  17j  Tre- 
mont  street  (Evans  Hon  e);  M.  C.  Smirh,  f o  ■  vic- 
tuallers license  at  22  Exchange  street  and  20  Dev- 
onshire street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Al  lerman  BigelDW,  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Howe  &   El- 
mer io  keep  three  billiard  talles   at  175  Tremont 
Street,  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Pass  eel. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands— Report  representing  that  the  tract  of 
land  belonging  to  the  city  on  Canal  street,  and  in 
rear  of  the  Harvard  Ceiu'^iery,  AVard  22,  requires 
filling  up;  and,  having  viewe  I  the  premises,  are 
satisfied  that  it  ought  to  be  done  at   the  present 
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time,  in  orrler  ro  prevent  a  nuisance  which  is  ?ure 
to  exUt  if  Ist  alone  until  wnim  weather.  The  com- 
mittee recoinmendei  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying orilet  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Land^  be  direc^e  I  to  make  arrangements  with  tlie 
Health  Department  for  tlie  lill  ng  in  of  the  land 
on  Canal  street  and  in  rear  of  tUe  Harvard  Ceme- 
tery (Ward  22)  with  ashe  and  such  olhsr  material 
a^  they  may  have  at  th'ir  t  omiaand,  at  an  expen'  e 
noo  exceeding  fifteen  hun  Ire  J  d(llir--,1;he  same  to 
he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Lands. 

Pasfed. 

By  A\  lermau  Prescott— 

Ordered,  That  i he  Supprintendent  of  the  Mar- 
ket be  authorized  to  employ,  with  tlie  approval  of 
the  Mayo  ■,  one  deputy  to  as'  i- 1  liiu\  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Pa^se  I. 

ly  Allevman  Rtebbin*-,  f  jr  the  Committee  on 
Sal  ries — Repo  t  an  1  or  ler  to  e-stal  lish  the  sal- 
aries of  the  officers  deii'nate  I  to  attend  the  sit- 
tings of  thq  Municipal  Court  for  ihe  Cliarlestown 
District,  lecommending  the  passage  oi  th"^  accom- 
panying orders  m  1 1  ice  of  the  o.der  referred  to 
them: 

Ordered,  That  the  compen'atio  v.  of  the  two  offi- 
cers deFignntedto  attend  i  he  sitting  of  ihe  Munic- 
ipal Court  for  th  >  C.iarlo  town  Di-tric i  and  serve 
su  h  processc,  precepts  and  orders  as  may  be 
committed  to  them,  be  fixed  at  th-:' rate  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  ench  per  annum,  beginning  at  the 
date  of  >heir  appoinment. 

Orde  el,  i  h  it  there  be  rllowed  and  pai '  to  Jo- 
Feph  H.Knox  tha  sum  of  owo  hundred  doUa.s  in 
full  compenvatiou  for  two  month?' terviee  as  oue 
of  the  officers  originally  (le  ignatel  to  attend  the 
sitting- tf  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  Chailss- 
towii  D strict  ;sni  J  fum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Couuiy  of  Suffolk. 

Oiders  pas.- el. 

By  Alderman  Power,  far  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
er.s — Rei^ort  on  petition  of  J.  F.Wil  on  el  al.  f  jr  a 
gewer  in  Dorchester  streft,  between  Dorchester 
avenue  and  J  lake  street,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  an  accompanying  order  of  nodce  for  a 
hearing  on  the  subj'ct  on  Monday  next,  at  four 
o'(  loik  f.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

By  Al  le.man  Pre  cott,  for  th9  Committee  on 
Pullic  InstiU^tion— Report,  on  rejue-^t  of  School 
Commitle'",  for  temporary  ac  ommoJations  for 
pupil;  in  t'nion-stre^t  aad  Rockland  pr  mary 
school  ,  Brigh  on,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  aC!  o:ni)anying  ord-r: 

Orde  ed,  I  hat  the  Commit  ee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  .auJiorized  to  ))ro  ile  temporaiy  aecom- 
mo  lations  for  tlie  relief  of  the  Union-street  and 
Rockland  primary  schools  in  Brighton;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation  for 
School  Houses,  Puulic  Buildings. 

Pa^^sed. 

THE  (.JOKSOLIDATION  OP  THE  MVSTIC  AND    COCHIT- 
UA'JE   WATER  DOAUDS. 

Allerman  Stehbins  submitoed  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Wate,  who 
were  re  luested  to  consider  tiie  expedeiicy  of  pro- 
vi  ling  for  the  est.al  lishuient  of  a  .'ingle  board  to 
exercise  the  powers  now  ve  ted  in  the  Cochi  uate 
and  Mystic  Water  bo ird?,  beg  leave  to  repoit  in 
part  ac  this  lime  as  follows: 

The  original  act  authorizing  (he  city  to  procure 
a  supply  of  pure  water  (184G  c.  167)  p-oviiled  that 
all  tue  po.vers  an''  du-ies  therein  corfarred  in  re- 
lation to  ih^  taking  of  1  nd^",  the  con-tiuction  of 
aquelu'jts  and  reservoirs,  the  1  lying  of  ppes  and 
the  distribution  of  water  fhoiili  be  exer  i'-ed  by 
threecommisioi.ersappointe  Iby  theCi  y  Courcil; 
and  that  whenever  their  office  should  cea-e,  either 
by  the  expiration  of  tlie  ter'n  of  service  for  which 
they  were  a|ipointed,  or  by  the  cpinj  letion  cf  the 
work=.  all  the  r  glits  and  auhoriiy  given  to  the 
city  by  the  act  should  be  exerci^ett  ^'n  sudi  man- 
ner and  by  mcli  agent  ■,  officers  and  servants  as 
the  City  Council  should  f.om  time  to  time  ordain, 
appoint  and  'Urect. 

Lfpon  the  completion  of  the  works  in  the  latter 
part  of  18i9  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  City 
Councd  pi ovi  ling  that  all  rights,  power- and  au- 
thority given  to  tiiR  city  should  Le  exercised  by  a 
board,  coii>isting  of  a  commissione: ,  an  engineer 
•and  a,  water  regis  rar  (elected  aiiiiually  by  the 
Citv  Council)  ami  by  a  joint  standing  committee 
■of  the  City  (  ouncil  on  water.  The  ordinance  al  o 
pr  ;vi  led  for  the  appointment  of  a  water  comp- 
t.oller  to  keep  the  acco-jnts  of  the  board,  r  ceive 
the  watrr  rents  and  audit  all  bills  under  the  direc- 
.tion  of  ^he  board. 

,    In  ihe  following  year  (ISHO)  a  new  ordinance  was 
passed,  providing  that  there  should  be  chosen  an- 


nuallv,  by  the  City  Council,  one  Alderman,  one 
member  of  the  Common  Council  and  five  citizens 
at  large;  but  no  pei>on  coul  I  be  <  hoen  for  more 
than  five  consecutive  years.  A  city  engineer  and 
a,  water  registrpr  were  to  be  elected  annually  by, 
the  City  Council.  This  ordinance  continued  in ' 
force  until  18G?,  wlien  a  new  ordinance  was  adopt- 
eJ,  providing  for  the  ovgai.ization  of  the  board  in 
its  present  fo  m,  namelj^,  or.e  Aldeiinan  and  two 
Counc  Imen,  fleeted  ani.uflly,  and  four  citizens  at 
la:  ge  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years  ea<  h. 

In  the  special  statutes  passed  since  1846,  grant- 
ing additional  powers  in  relation  to  ei  largii  g  or 
ftrengtliening  the  water  works,  the  c  ty  i- ,  w  th 
two  exception^,  authorized  to  act  "by  and  through 
the  agency  of  the  Cochituate  AVater  hoard  Lhei  '- 
in,  or  by  and  Uirough  any  other  agency  whi;  h 
may  be  established  therefor  by  the  City  Council.'' 

In  the  act  (1871,  chap.  185)  authori7in(^  the  con-' 
ftru3tion  of  an  aqueduct  and  tie  laying  of  i.ew 
main  pijies  f  oin  c  hest' ut-Hill  Reservoir,  aiiei  in 
the  act  (1872,  chap.  177)  authorizing  the  tf  king  cf 
the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond,  it  is 
piovidedthat  the  city  shall  act  "by  and  th.ough 
the  agcn  y  of  the  Cochituate  "Water  Boa: el."' 

The  act  for  supplying  the  ciiyof  Cliarlestown 
with  pure  water  (18tl,  chap.  lOJ)  contained  piovi- 
sions  in  relation  ..o  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners similar  to  tho  e  containeel  in  the  Bos  on 
ac; ;  and  it  was  piovideel  that  whenever  the  com- 
missioners appoinied  under  the  act  retired  from 
office  all  their  rights,  powers  anel  authority  were 
to  be  exerciscel  by  the  city  in  such  manner  anel  by 
such  agents  as  the  City  Council  should  from  time 
to  time  ordain,  appoint  and  direct. 

In  1SG9  the  City  Coui;cil  of  Cliarlestown  passed 
an  ordinancf ,  to  take  effect  January  1, 1870,  etab- 
li-hing  the  Mystic  "Water  loard,  1o  con.i  t  of  one 
mcml  er  of  the  Boarel  of  Aleletmen  and  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Counc  1,  elected  annually,  anel 
three  citizens  at  large,  electeel  for  a  teim  of  thiee 
years  eaeh,  one  being  elected  annually.  Tha 
l.o.ard  was  authorise  I  to  exercise  all  the  jiowers 
vesteel  in  tin  city  of  Chailestown  in  relation  lo 
the  introluction  anel  distribution  of  a  sujiply  cf 
pure  water,  so  far  as  tha  same  could  be  legally 
delegated. 

In  ;he  act  to  unite  the  city  of  Charlestow  n  with 
the  city  of  Boston  it  was  pro'dded  (1873,  chapter 
286,  secaon  12,)  that  the  Mystic  "Water  board 
should  be  continued  a  separate  organization  under 
the  direction  of  the  Ciiy  Council  cf  Eo- ton  until 
the  f  a  el  City  (  ouncil  shoul  I  determine  to  unite  it 
wiih  the  Cochituate  Water  Boa-el  of  Eosion;  and 
the  members  of  the  Mystic  "Water  board  are  to 
liol  I  their  offices  for  the  terms  for  which  they 
were  respectively  elected. 

Ill;  Mystic  Water  hoard  consists  at  the  present 
timeef  live  persons.  If  it  is  united  with  the  Co- 
chituate AVater  Board  ttute  members  v/.A  letiie 
on  the  first  of  Apr  1  next,  one  on  the  fi:  st  cf  Apiil, 
1875,  and  one  on  the  first  ef  April,  1870.  If  the 
loaids  are  not  united,  all  the  membeis  of  ti.e 
My.-tic  AVaier  boarel  will  continue  to  hell  office 
for  an  ini'.efinite  period,  as  the  o  dinaucc  un  er 
which  they  were  elected  provieled  that  they  should 
continue  iint  1  their  rucce  sors  vre;e  elected. 

Inie^lytoan  inquiiy  "oncerning  the  iov\er  of 
the  City  Council  to  esiablisii  by  ordinance  a  i.ew 
board  t'  exercise  all  the  powers  and  peifoim  all 
ihe  duties  )  ow  vested  by  statutes  anel  orainances 
in  the  Cochi ,uat;  and  lUystic  Water  Boards,  the 
City  Sol'icitor  has  fun  i  lied  the  following  opinion: 
CiXY  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Peinbertoii  square, 

Boston,  Mar,  h  7, 1874. , 

Sir— In  my  opinion  it  is  competent  for  the  City 
Council  by  ordinance  to  unite  the  Mystic  Wat(  r 
Board  wIlIi  the  Cochituate  Water  Board;  lui 
undar  tiie  act  of  annexation  (act-  of  187.'!,  chapter 
ii86,  section  12,)  the  ordinance  siioul  I  proviele  ihat 
th;  pre.-ent  members  of  tha  Mytic  NVatc;-  Boird 
shall  hold  office  af  „er  the  union  for  the  terms  for 
wiiich  ,;hey  have  been  respectively  electeel. 

The  i  ientiijy  of  the  Cochitua..e  Water  Board 
fhaull,  I  think,  be  preserved,  on  acrount  of 
powers  that  have  been  conferred  upon  it  by  stai- 
u  e,  and  have  not  as  yet  been  fully  exented. 
There  can  be  no  legal  objection  to  altering  the 
number  of  the  members  ojf  this  board,  or  cnang- 
ing  the  mode  of  electing  tae m,  if  it  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient. Very  lespecifully, 

'tour  obedient  servan", 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Mr.  Alderman  Stebbins, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Water. 
'    During  the  next  few  years  it  will  be  neces  ary 
to  spend  a  vay  large  amount  of  money  in  procur- 
ing an    additional   supply   of   water  'from  somtj 
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source;  and  in  view  of  that  fact,  nnd  aho  of  the 
increa' cd  diiuies  caiucd  ly  the  rapid  giowih  of 
the  city,  it  is  evident  that  fome  i  haiige  is  neces^- 
saiyinlhe  preent  organizations  having  (harge 
of  the  WatET  Department  in  or.icr  to  injure  ei  on- 
ouiy  and  efticiency  in  the  managemei.t  of  its 
allairs.  Those  who" have  been  at  the  head  of  the 
Ccchituate  and  Mystic  boards  during  a  nuinbir  of 
years  past  nie  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the 

Iiresent  t-ystcm  shoukl  be  changed  withoui dchiy. 
t  appears  f,om  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  apply  to  the  L^gi:  lat- 
ure  for  auihority  to  organize  the  deiiarlment  upon 
apioper  basis;  and,  without  attempting  at  this 
time  to  designate  the  form  of  oiganization  which 
should  Le  aaoi)t°d,  the  committte  woul  i  recom- 
mend the  pas-.' age  of  the  a(  companying  order  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisl  iture  tor 
auihoriiy  to  make  i-u(;h  changes  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  deem  expedient. 

l<or  the  committee. 

fj.  B.  StehuinS;  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  M;iyor  be  lequest- 
ed  to  petition  the  (iener:l  Court  now  in  te^^ ion 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  t  nnble  the  C.ty  Coun- 
cil of  1  oston  to  establi.'^h  a  AVaier  lioard,  and  lo 
corfer  Uj  on  it  auihoiity  to  (xt  rcite  all  or  ai.y  of 
the  powers  now  ves-ted  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
in  the  Cochauate  Water  Board  and  the  Mystic 
Water  Eoard,  or  in  the  City  Council,  in  relation  to 
the  !  ui  1  ly  ^nrt  distribution  of  pure  water. 
The  Older  was  passed. 

A  RECONSIDERATION    REFITSKD. 

Aldeiman  Brooks — 1  move  to  tecoiiSider  the 
vote  of  the  last  niee.ing  wheic  by  this  Board  in- 
stiucted  the  Committee  o  Leg';  laiive  INlatteis  to 
api  ly  to  ihe  Legii-lature  for  auihority  to  prevent 
the  luni  ing  of  tolls  and  letting  down  of  chains 
on  the  East  Boston  ferries.  My  reason  is  that 
under  the  present  ordinal. ce  the  diiectorsof  the 
fenies,  in  my  judgment,  have  all  the  powers  in  re- 
gard to  preventing  i  he  evasion  of  tolls  that  they 
shculd  Le  permit  ed  to  exerci'C.  I  do  rot  think 
this  1  oaru  is  ready  to  give  them  power  to  airest 
pei  sons  without  due  piocess  of  law  ,  who  may  at- 
tempt to  evade  tolls.  There  would  be  a  great 
many  cases  of  hardship;  gatemen  veiyof  lCii  make 
mistakes  in  regard  to  men  i.ot  paying  tolls.  I 
have  seen  the  time  when,  if  they  had  the  power 
to  arrest  tho  e  persons,  they  world  have  done  so 
wiorgfully.  They  have  authoiity  at  prcsei.t  to 
take  all  such  per;  ons  off  the  boat.  As  to  taktr^ 
down  chains,  I  think  eveiybody  must  a  mit  that 
if  a  man  does  so  and  meets  with  any  accident,  the 
city  is  not  responsible.  But  wh  n  the  deck  hand 
takes  down  the  chain  and  an  accicknt  occuis,of 
course  the  city  is  liable.  There  are  some  gentle- 
men in  the  roard  of  Diiectors  who  tliirk  they 
have  all  the  necessary  power,  among  whom  is  the 
gentleman  v.ho  was  a  member  of  this  Board  last 
year. 

Alderman  Stebbins— No  doubt  the  Aldeiman 
re,  resents  the  views  of  East  Boston  people  on  this 
subject,  but  the  order  emanated  frcjm  the  diiect- 
ors of  ihefeiries.  tieierally,  as  he  says,  when  a 
man  takes  down  a  chain  anci  goes  oveiboard,  the 
c  i  y  is  not  liable,  but  if  the  man  l  ehind  him  meets 
wii'h  an  accident  the  city  is  responsible.  1  he  City 
Solicitor  is  of  the  opinion  that  we  hav;  no  author- 
ity to  ei  force  an  ordinance  to  prevent  evasion  of 
tolls.  The  chains  are  sometimes  let  down  when 
they  should  not  be.  A  young  lady  went  down 
there  the  other  night  who  suppo  ed  that  one  boat 
waB  always  at  the  slip;  instead  of  going  on  the 
boat,  she  walked  overboard.  We  want  to  i  revent 
the  chains  from  being  taken  down  even  if  East 
Boston  folks  have  to  wait  a  little  longer  than  they 
do  now. 

Aldeiman  Brooks — It  has  been  my  experience 
that  where  one  pel  son  goes  overboard  those  be- 
hind him  take  warning  and  wait  to  see  how  he 
will  come  out  be  foj  e  they  follow  him  overboard. 
Peihaps  the  experience  of  the  Alderman  from 
W aid  8  has  1  ot  been  such,  as  a  director.  I  have 
Eeense\eral  peoi  le  plunge  in,  but  i.ever  .saw  the 
second  one  follow.  As  for  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter  luo  i  ot  ki.oAV 
how  legislation  is  necessary.  1  s  tate  without  hesi- 
tation that  if  the  directors  have  not  the  power 
cl.eady  I  am  not  going  to  gi\e  it  to  them.  It  is 
an  arbitrary  power  that  is  asked  for,  which  it  will 
not  be  saf.^  lo  place  in  the  hands  of  the  men  who 
are  emi  loyed  there.  Many  outrages  might  be 
committed,  and  it  would  not  be  safe  to  grant  this 
1  ower  to  those  employes,  although  1  do  i  ot  mean 
to  speak  disrespectfrily  of  them  as  individual*; 
but  tin  y  are  a  class  of  men  who  would  stretch 
their  authority  in  such  cases.    They  often  think 


poei)le  do  not  pay  their  tolls  when  they  do.  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  reconsidered. 

Aldeiman  1  eters— I  think  the  Alderman  from 
East  J^oston  m;ikes  one  mistake  in  thinking  that  a 
man  shouLl  have  the  right  to  take  oown  a  chain 
and  walk  o-;eiboard  himself.  Theie  is  a  moral  re- 
sponsibility resting  on  the  city  to  prevent  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— The  matter  came  bcfote  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  with  the  i  eeiuest  to  re- 
port an  ordinance.  The  chaiiman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  after  con- 
sulting with  the  City  Solicitor,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  farthcr'legi  lation  was  necessaiy. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  cannot  see  wherein  the 
directors  have  not  all  the  necessaiy  powers. 
They  c  an  put  locks  on  the  chains  if  they  tee  flf, 
and  allow  only  the  deck  hands  to  unlock  them 
after  the  boat  is  fastened  to  the  drop.  And  hovir 
can  they  do  it  in  any  different  fo.m,  even  with 
additioiial  legislative  action?  If  a  man  comes 
along  who  is  in  a  huiry  to  catch  a  train,  anel  has 
oily  so  much  time,  and  he  takes  down  the  ehain, 
he  elocs  it  at  his  own  risk.  1  have  elone  so  fre- 
queni  ly. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  from  Ward  1 
says  ihis  is  not  a  safe  power  to  intiust  into  the 
hands  of  the  employes  of  the  ferries.  That  is 
rather  a  serious  renection  on  the  men  employed 
by  ihe  city  to  take  tolls.  I  do  not  think  itiswar- 
ranied.  They  have  carried  six  millions  of  people 
back  and  forlh  between  East  loBton  and  the  ciiy 
pioper,  without  a  sii.gle  accident,  and  it  is  greatly 
to  I  heir  ciedit. 

Alderman  Hall— And  how  many  of  that  number 
have  inn  the  tolls? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  canrot  answer  that  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  small  mat! er.  But  it  is  the  principle 
that  we  aie  contending  for. 

Alierman  Emery — r  know  very  little  of  the 
merits  of  this  ejuestion.  Some  gentlemen  have 
had  exjierienee  in  diving  there,  but  I  have  lot, 
but  I  hardly  think  we  shall  get  anymore  power 
than  we  want.  As  the  City  Government  will 
always  be  repiesented  there,  I  hope  the  directors 
of  th' ferries  will  have  all  the  necessary  powers 
and  have  the  opportunity  to  use,  and  not  to  abuse, 
what  they  have. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider  the  order. 

ORDERS  TO   PAY   FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

By  ALleiman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Orcers  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows  : 

Eliza  A.,  Harr.ette  E.  and  George  F.  Parkman, 
executors  cf  and  sole  devisees  uiieler  the  w  11  of 
George  Parkman,  $4452  24,  on  account  of  widening 
of  Congress  street  anel  extension  of  Frankl.n 
street. 

Read  once. 

William  Rumrell,  $431  20,  on  account  of  widen- 
ing Dale  stieet. 

Heirs  of  Thomas  Capen,  $23,300,  on  account  of 
extension  of  Washington  street  to  Haymarket 
square. 

John  G.  Dunbar  and  Madison  Beal,  $390,  widen- 
ing of  anel  extending  High  street  from  Pearl 
stieet  to  (  liver  street. 

Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
authorizeel  and  he  hereby  is  cUiecied  to  enter,  the 
16th  inst.,upon  the  extension  c^f  Washing!  on  street 
to  Haymarket  scjuaie,  remove  all  obstrucfons  to 
travel  here  found  remaining  within  the  lines  of 
said  extension,  anel  proceed  at  once  with  the 
grading  and  pavirg  of  the  street. 

Passed. 

THE  POLICE  AND  FIRE  BOAT. 

By  Alelerman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  'J  hat  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  requesteel  to  coi  f er  with 
the  Fire  Commissioners  anei  the  committees  of  the 
Board  of  Aldeimen  anel  Common  Council  on  Po- 
lice, and  report  to  the  City  Council  aseailyas 
piacticable  upon  the  expediency  of  transferring 
the  fire  boat  William  M.  Flanelers  to  the  Police 
Department,  for  service  in  Boston  Harbor,  and 
constructing  another  boat,  better  adapted  for  the 
uses  of  the  i<'ire  Department. 

Alderman  Stebbins— There  is  an  item  of  $25,000 
in  the  estimates  for  the  year  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment for  a  police  boat.  It  has  occurred  to  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Ciovernment  that  the  city 
can  secure  an  additional  tire  boat,  much  better 
adapted  to  the  purpose  than  the  I  landers,  which 
is  a  good  boat,  but  too  small  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  built.  Her  machinery  is  excellent,  but 
the  circumstances  under  which  she  was  bought 
were  such  that  she  had  to  be  built  by  piecemeal. 
She  is  in  every  way  adapted  to  police  purposes, 
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and  if  we  c;in  have  another  lire  1  oat  ihen  we  rhall 
have  two.  Tie  Flande.s  can  do  qool  f  ervice  in 
this  way.  She  c:in  go  down  the  harbor  and  cut 
the  ice,  in  winter,  but  an  iion  Loai;  is  not  fit  for 
the  Fire  Department;  service. 

Al  leiman  Cutler— I  have  no  objections  to  a 
coi  ference  of  ihat  l'.ind,;f  it  does  rot  add  ihirty 
or  t'or.y  thou-and  dollar.^  to  the  co-:t  of  a  flre  1  oat. 
The  present  tire-hoat  lias  al  e.idy  cot  thuiy 
tfcou'and  dollars.  His  Ho.  or  ihc  M.iyor  thought 
thereJhouli  be  a  police  I  oat  and  the  coinniittee 
took  hilJcf  the  m'ltter.  We  wai.t  a  I  oat  that 
can  be  vnn  in  shallow  writer,  and  we  do  r.oi  want 
a  cumlerfonie  crrft  cf  that  k  nd.  No  doubt  the 
Fire  Department  waiii;  a  new  1  oat,  but  we  t^o  not 
wart  one  of  this  kind.  It  seems  to  me  this  is 
hardly  judicious. 

j*ldeiman  J^.ebbins— Tiiis  boat  is  certairly  not 
suited  to  the  Fire  Department,  fhe  diaws  too 
much  water,  and  I  :ipprf  hcnil  that  it  is  better  to 
have  a  first-ilass  pol  ce  Loai.  than  a  tine  i  leaf  ure 
yacht  to  sail  louud  the  haibor.  1  think  the  public 
see  the  nece.s;  iiy  of  a  new  tire  1  oat. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
talle.    JLosi. 

Ihe  order  was  passed — 5  for,  4  against. 

PERMITS  rOR  STABLES. 

Ey  Al  lerman  M  or :hina.tor,  for  the  Committee 
on  Heplth — Rcporis  in  fnor  cf  gr,ii.ti;,g  the  peti- 
tions fo;-  leave  to  os.upy  stable.' ,  by  L.  Schiiitzer, 
57  I  reniiss  s  reei  ;  A.  T.  Sin(l)i:-,5;)  Muuoe  stieet; 
James  Lsughlln,  2L8  Bunker-Hill  ftreet;  E.  P. 
Beele,  Tremoii  street;  Geo.ge  H.  Siiicley,  Fark 
street,  Ward  16;  F.  H.Cook,  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  *i lover's  Corner;  John  iJeo.y,  Mdfo -d  i  lace, 
Ward  15;  T.  C.  Towe;-,  rear  cf  "lot  CJ  Sa.aioga 
street— the  later  on  eofididoa  that  a  i  ew  stal  le 
10x20,  with  Fren<  h  rorf  and  !  late  I,  be  erecieJ  for 
one  hor.-e,  and  to  (■oifo:m  lo  reguliiion  of  pcrniic; 
and  (laave  to  withlrflw)  on  tha  petitions  of  Per- 
kins &  Cuirier,  Jraris  (tree  ;  Dei.nis  NauLhi.on, 
Smith  street;  and  Charles  F.Emery,  Eulaw  street, 
for  le  ive  to  oocuj  y  st.iblei. 

Severtilly  accepted. 

THE  TOWN  HALL,  WEST  RCXBURY. 

By  Allermin  Wo:ihin!;ion — 

Ordcrpd,  That  the  1  uil  ling  erote:!  for  the  pur- 
■po'esof  aTowji  Hall  in  West  iRoxbury  and  now 
bel  mging  to  the  ciiy  cf  Lo  ton,  bo  named  Curtis 
Hall. 

Al.lerman  Btebbin^  inquired  if  the  name  was 
£a„i'  f  ictory  to  all  the  people. 

Al  ie.mTii  Peters— I  thi  nk  it  i=.  When  the  town 
of  West  Roxl  ury  was  goir.g  to  built  it  wa^  found 
that  the  contrac  ors  wouLt  require  mo;e  money 
than  hid  been  appropriate  J.  Ncl?on  Caitis  tcoK 
the  ro  tract  for  Ihi  siim  ajipropriate J,  and  on 
which  he  says  he  lo  t  eight;  thou  and  dcllar  ,  and 
his  booiis  thow  tne  f.vci.  I  think  all  the  peo^la 
approve  th9  name. 

Al  Icrman  Wo .thingtou— Several  WesS  Ro\"br:ry 
centlamen  have  c:i lied  ujonme-ind  repie  cnted 
that  it  s ho;  1  I  be  named  Curtis  Hrll.     j  hey  have - 
ai  other  hall  which  is  crllsd  Wcteily  H;ll. 

The  order  was  passed. 

CLAIMS  FOE  DAMAGES  ON  BUENT  DISTEICT. 

By  Al  ievman  Cutter,  f  jr  the  Committee  on 
Claim-— Repo. !;  on  peation  of  Kben  B.  Phillips 
ei  rt/.,  ownc.s  of  estates  on  the  ''burnt  di'trlc.," 
to ''e  compensated  for  th  dr  I'jsKs  oc.  asioned  by 
the  delay  on  tii3  part  of  the  city  i.i  defining  the 
new  lines  of  stre3l;3  ou  said  disi;.'isb,  ricomifiend- 
ing  th It  thi  petitioners  have  leave  to  v/ith.lraw. 
AccejiteJ. 

MERIDI.lr-STEEET  BEIDGE  TO   BE    CLOSED. 

By  Allerman  Cutter,  for  tho  Commiileo  on 
Bridge? — 

Ordered,  That  iMerilian-Ttrest  Bri'lge  be  closed 
to  public  travel  on  Tiiursday  nex  ,  iMarch  VA,  and 
lemaiu  dosed  until  ihe  rCj^airs  th.reou  arc  com- 
pleted. 

Passed. 

JOURDAIN'S  MUSEUM  OF  ANATOMY. 

On  motion  of  Allerman  Bigelo.v,  ih^  report  of 
the  Conimiciee  on  Licenses,  reiai-ing  a  license  for 
Joardain's  Gallery  <;f  Anatomy,  anl  orders  lor 
Chi- f-of-Police  to  irforce  the  st.iontes  agiinst 
in'ino  p1  exhiliiticns,  were  taken  f.om  i;he  table — 
6  for,  5  against. 

The  qiie.siion  was  oa  the  passage  of   the  o:ders. 

Aldprman  Brooks — Is  this  the  customary  way 
for  tha  Comm^lttee  on  Licenses  to  t  o  when  they 
report  against  gi-autiu?;  appLcatioas  cf  this  caar- 
acer? 

Alderman  Rigelow— Matters  of  this  charactsr 
do  not  very  of  .en  coma  before  this  board.    I  sup- 


po-e  it  is  competent  for  tha  committee  to 
make  such  a  repm-t  f  nd  al  o  lo  report  such  orders 
as  these,  esnecially  if  .he  peiitioic:s  bavt?  staged 
that  if  refused  a  licence  th^y  will  open  without 
one.  This  matter,  Mr.  Chaiiman,  hi-  t;een  before 
the  Commi  tee  on  L  cens  es  in  some  form  for  many 
monih^.  As  early  as  mi  Isummer  of  la^t  year  the 
petitioners  ajii  lied  to  th"^  form"r  con. mi;  tee,  and 
werR  ditii-ctiy  given  to  under,  t.ind  that  any 
establishment ;  iiaiilnr  to  that  de  tjoyed  by  the  fire 
wonld  be  icf  ased  a  license.  Af  er  ic^  eaieii  intpr- 
views  it  wa-i  unle^ stool  th  it  the  piojrietors 
would  go  on  and  til;  and  furnith  their  new"  one  as 
they  pleased,  and  tlipn  submit  it  to  the  inspecfon 
of  the  committee.  Of  cour  e  the  committee  co;;ld 
give  no  assurance  in  aihanco  what  repoit 
they  woul;l  make.  'Ihey  couli  cnly  judge  in- 
telligen.ly  rf:er  per^on'-il  inspection.  From 
the  reputation  of  the  former  exhilition  they 
we;e  not  predisposed  lO  think  fivo.i.lly  of 
any  other  coUectctl  ly  the  same  parties. 
In  due  time,  near  tha  close  of  the  year,  ihe 
committee  were  i  o;:iJie.l  and  vi  iied  the  esiat  H'h- 
nient.  Thfylounl  a  pretty  lirge  and  wcll-nr- 
ranged  collaction  of  birds,  i  kcl'io.s  cf  animal^, 
anioiher  interesting  objects  of  natur;d  histo  y, 
to  wdiich  no  ol  jection  ccnil  1  be  made.  They  :i bo 
found  a  large  class  of  pieparatio.  s  of  the  mo'st;  ob- 
jectional  le  character,  which  I  fhouli  not  wi  h 
to  describe.  Tha  re  ul;  was  a  un mmous 
report  that  the  petitioners  have  lea'v  e  to  With- 
draw, which  rei  o  t  was  accep.ed.  They  now 
come  to  the  new  City  Govemmrnt  with  a 
similar  petition,  as  is  ftatrd  in  the  report. 
Wishing  to  do  them  no  injustice,  the  counniitee 
again  visited  the  e?tnllifhment,  tindirg,  wii.h  a 
single  but  rather  ma;k d  exception,  the  ve;y  same 
C(dlaetio.i  they  saw  bcfo  e,  and  which  they  then 
deemed  un^uitalle  to  license.  The  a.  aiomic;  1 
and  palh(  logic:  I  preparat  ons  and;  pec  mens ,  vciy 
likely,  ^\oul. I  le  interesting  ai.d  iis.ructive  lo 
students,  under  sui.ai  la  coiuli  ions,  but  they  lia^  e 
other  and  better  o,ipo;tuiiiiie'  for  the  pur  uic  cf 
such  studies;  and  for  the  purpo  e  of  general  ex- 
hibition the  commi, tee  consic.er  them  higlily  ob- 
jectionable. 1  have  no  doui  t  the  e  oi,  jec^>  ^\oull 
prove,  and  arc  expected  to  be,  the  mos..  aitractiv  e 
portion  of  the  collection,  .ind,  in  my  judgment, 
would  therefore  tend  to  co:ru|jt,  ra  her  than  im- 
prove, the  cla5s  most  1  kcly  ^o  vis  u  tha  place. 
Tlie  remonstrances  whfh  h  ive  been  received,  es- 
pecially thoe  of  thfc  Youii'j,'  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation and  Young  Men's  CluiSiian  Union, :  ho.;li 
ihave  great  weigitc  With  this  lioard.  It  seems  to 
me  this  Board  cannot  be  j. is  titled  in  gra  ting  a 
license  to  any  c  xh  bition  oiso  c^uertio,  al  lea  char- 
acter. As  guardians  of  ihe  w  Ifure  a.-tl  good 
name  of  our  city,  v\e  shouli  be  ca.eful  to  give  o  u- 
official  sanction  only  co  such  in  tiiUiion- as  w  11 
tend  to  the  moral  cleva.ion  and  no;  to  ihe  cleiii- 
ment  of  our  jouiui  men.  I  c  o  not  f  el  that  we 
shall  do  any  iiju-tice  to  the  p.^iione.  s  by  refus- 
ing the  licence  a'kedfor.  1  am  not  aware  .h;)t 
they  h;xve  hid  any  encouragement  f.om  the  be- 
ginning that  one  woul.l  be  grantei  th-cm.  All 
the  intimations  I  bel  eve  have  been  to  liie  con- 
trary. I  the  efo;  e  mos;  sincerely  hope  that  in  tha 
interests  cf  the  rising  genera  .Tju  anl  tne  public 
morality  the  report  will  be  accepted  an  1  the  or- 
ders adopted.  O-  e  c  St  il  lis  hment  mei.ticned  in  the 
orders  has  not  asked  for  a  li  ei.se,  as  i  uinier- 
stand,  but  f  oni  informat  on  which  is  before  the 
public  it  is  well  ki  own  diat  it  is  very  obj  c  ton- 
al le.  I  have  hera  a  specimen  of  tha  li.erauiie 
which  is  dispense -'  at  Thai  estailishnient,  and  if 
any  gentleman,  nf  .er  lookii  g  i„  over,  can  object 
to  the  pa-sage  of  these  orders,  1  shall  be  ve.y 
much  surpiised. 

Al  term  an  Peters— Out  of  dtf  arence  to  tha  Ixr^e 
number  of  remonstraiiLS  in  tliis  case,  I  sh  11  vote 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  leport  of  th  ;  committee, 
and  therefore  s  oma  apology  may  be  dua  f  oni  me, 
as  I  was  on  the  other  side.  I  th  nk  that  if  a 
museum  of  this  kind  is  going  to  be  exhibite  i  in 
this  city,  .t  woul  1  be  betoi  r  to  have  tue  cont  ol  of 
it  under  this  lioard,  and  it  woula  Lo  b; -cter  lo 
license  it.  I  unde. stood  that  some  encourage- 
ment was  hell  out  to  Dr.  Jou;\lain  by  tha  com- 
mittee, and  on  the  strength  cf  ih:it  he  .  ays  he  his 
spent  5^20,000,  wh  ch  1  shouli  piiu  at  SloUO.  Tac 
question  IS  wh-ather  the  city  is  liabla  for  the  en- 
couragement given  by  the  chairman  of  tha  coin- 
mittje.  1  sh^U  vole  to  accept  the  rcpor. ,  although 
I  do  not  think  it  is  the  heic  way  cf  ueali_g  wiih 
the  subject. 

ATIerman  Eigeliw- 1  have  no  recollection  that 
the  slightest  encouragement  was  given  to  the  c 
parties  ihat  they  should  receive  a  license.    The  re- 
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port  leave  to  withdraw  was  made  by  the  commit- 
tee of  Inst  year.  I  canrot  answer  'for  what  was 
said  by  llie  cliairman  cf  tliat  committee,  but,  to 
my  knowledge,  no  encouragtmeni  whatever  was 
given  them.  Ihc  chairman  made  that  rei  ort 
after  having  examined  the  collection  with  the 
committee.  I  do  not  think  any  impiovement  has 
been  made.  I  know  that  the  propiie.or.s  said  ihey 
would  with  haw  anytliii  c"  objected  to  by  the  com- 
miitce,  but  the  committee  objected  to  the  whole 
dafs  of  objects.  No  genlleman  would  go  there 
with  hi.s  wiie  or  daughter  to  look  at  them.  It  is 
unclean,  and,  in  my  judgment,  we  v/oul  I  be  false 
to  our  tiiiSt  if  we  give  them  a  license.  I  ho,  e  it 
will  be  unders'.oou  that  such  exhibitions  cani.otbe 
h'ld  ill  ^hl^  city  witlumt  a  license,  and  ihatpio- 
ceedings  un  ler  the  statutes  will  be  instituted  to 
prevent  them.  This  is  a  matter  which  concerns 
the  moral  welfare  of  the  liing  ger.eiation.  The 
remo  .strants  number  tliousauds.  I  place  great 
weight  upon  the  remonstranci  s  of  the  young 
nv  u's  astoiiiations,  and  the  one  offered  here  today 
contains  names  of  the  most  respectable  classes, 
who  have  the  good  of  ths  ci  y  at  h  'art  as  much  as 
any  oiher  portion  cf  the  conimuniiy. 

Alderman  Hall— At '.he  leque  t  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Licentcs  .he  members  of  this  Hoard  visited 
Jouidain  s  estallishir.ent.  We  weie  told  that  it 
cot  ;ij-lO,O0O  to  piepare  that  museum,  and  if  theie 
was  anything  ol  jectionable  to  the  committee  or 
memLe.s  of  the  board  he  would  take  it  out  of  the 
way.  He  said  he  had  fome  encouragement  which 
caused  him  to  spend  that  money.  1  believe  that  a 
majority  of  this  board  would  then  have  voted  to 
grant  this  man  a  license.  I  saw  nothing  ol  jec- 
tionable then  and  1  have  received  no  information 
which  lias  caused  me  to  change  my  opinion,  if 
thi  re  is  ai  yihmg  under  the  surface,  anything  con- 
cealed, 1  should  >  e  glad  to  know  it,  buc  witn  the 
limiteil  observation  i  have  bad  it  ap})ears  to  be 
iiolhing  but  right  that  the  liceiie  should  be  grant- 
ed anci  the  exli  bition  coiit  nue  until  itfj  objec- 
tionabl' features  ate  manifest.  I  certainly  have 
teen  some  things  there  which  it  would  do  the 
risirg  generation  good  to  see,  particularly  the 
illusaauons  of  the  effect  of  tight  lacing  by  fe- 
urrles.    Example  is  better  than  precept. 

Alderman  Power— 1  do  not  propose  to  defend 
Dr.  Jourdain  or  his  establishment,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  tiie  Committee  on  Licenses  are  acting  a 
littl?  hastily  ill  passing  upon  this  in  view  of  tlie  me- 
morial that  the  ge;itleman  sends  in  here.  He  ij 
willing  to  remove  anything  that  is  deemed  im- 
proper or  demoralizing.  Until  they  point  out  all 
that  tliey  think  will  have  a  ciemoralizing  influencej 
and  unlers land  whether  he  proposes  to  stand  up 
to  thi'  piopositiou  he  makes,  1  th;nk  action  should 
be  deferreit.  Furtharmore,  it  is  a  ciuestion  wheth- 
er we  ought  to  go  otitside  of  a  matter  as  we  find 
it.  It  is  r.ot  s,o  much  the  ills  or  dangers  that  we 
see,  as  it  is  those  which  are  apprehended.  It  is 
said  that  this  establishment  i-  only  secondary  to 
evils  which  are  connected  with  it;  that  it  is  simply 
a  meiliuni  through  which  a  disreputable  business 
is  carried  on  by  t  ome  of  its  proprietois.  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that;  I  think  liktly  it  may  Ve 
true,  but  whether  o.-i.ot  we  ha\e  a  right  to  go 
beyond  what  is  before  us,  and  assume  what 
is  going  to  be  or  what  may  be,  is  a  question.  I 
have  al  o  seen  some  of  the  books  that  emanate 
from  those  estalilishments,  and  tl'ey  mu  t  cer- 
taii  ly  liave  a  eleinoraliziiig  influence,  and  encour- 
age \  ices  of  the  worst  description,  because  they 
point  out  clearly  how  those  vices  can  be  indulged 
in  with  perfect  -inpiinity  without  fear  or  dreael  of 
the  evil  eltects  of  those  demoralizing  practices. 
Now,  it  may  be  that  this  establishment  is  noth- 
ing compared  with  the  things  which  are  behind  it, 
—and  1  thii  k  it  likely  that  may  be  true,  also— but 
have  this  Board  the  right  to  refuse  to  grant  a 
license  to  such  a  museum  in  which  there  is  clearly 
nothing  that  is  objectionable.  Now,  he  says 
in  his  memorial  that  he  is  prepared  to  re- 
move everything  that  is  object. onable,  that 
the  committee  say  wiU  have  a  demoralizing 
effect.  If  he  will  do  this,  1  do  not  see 
what  right  we  have  to  refuse  him  the  license  any 
more  than  we  have  the  Boston  iMuseum,  or  any 
oth(  r  estal  lishment  where  there  is  a  collection  of 
birds  and  curiosities.  There  are  things  there 
which  might  ha\eabad  effect,  but  if  he  is  pre- 
pared to  remove  them,  1  do  not  see  how  we  can 
refuse  a  license.  I  do  not  wart  to  license  any 
establishment  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  de- 
prave or  demoralize  this  community,  but  1  cannot 
tee  how  I  can  refuse  a  license  to  cany  on  a  legiti- 
mate business,  and  he  clearly  states  that  he  is  pie- 
pared  to  remove  anything  and  everything  that  is 


objectional  It  to  this  committee.  Therfore  I 
think  the  report  of  the  coinmilt  e  is  rather  pre- 
mature; theyfhoull  tee  whether  he  means  wliit 
he  says,  ai.d  that  was  the  rea;  on  1  de  iieJ  to  have 
this  inatter  l.e  over.  But  as  that  (.iJ  not  pre- 
vail, I  move  to  recommit  the  reiiori  to  the 
committee  pgair.  If  he  doer-  rot  iniend  to 
do  it,  as  he  says;  if  he  :iniily  meai  s  to 
deceive  —  as  it  is  al  o  int'maied"  that  mar.y 
other  things  much  more  objectionable  are  leady, 
and  will  be  )iut  in  there  the  moment- he  get  a 
license;  'f  that  is  the  character  of  th- man,  why, 
cf  (  oune,  I  shall  vole  against  licer.f  ii:g  him.  1  ut 
if  he  will  leniove  every  hing  that  thj  committee 
Bay  is  o;  ject'onabl",  then  i  eio  rot  fee  how  we 
can  refuse  h'm  the  license;  ard  it  will  I  e  our  fault 
if  he  is  allowed  to  put  such  object'oual  le  thii.gs  iii 
there.  It  is  the  duty  of  ihe  ccimmittee  to  see  what 
he  will  do. 

,  Alaerinan  Bigclow— I  hope  the  matter  wiil  not 
be  rei  ommitted.  It  has  1  een  1  efore  the  con  niit- 
tee  a  long  tine,  and  eveiy  member  of  this  Board 
mtisthave  had  an  opi  oimnity  to  fail  fy  himself 
in  regard  to  the  estal  lishment  and  what  it  con- 
tain^ .  I  I  now  the  jroprietor  i-  wiling  to  re- 
move any  objects  that  the  commitied  wo  lei 
name  ;  but  the  objection  was  to  the  whole 
class  of  objects  to  be  cxhibitrd  in  tje 
museum.  Gentlemen  will  renumber  that  lades 
and  mirrors  are  adiniited,  which  ;  hows  cleaily 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  have  an  exhibition  cf 
objectional Is  character.  I  think  the  paitwhi  h 
wool  1  be  most  injurious  is  inteucied  to  be  kept, 
not  in  sight,  but  very  r.enr  by. 

j^.Iterman  Bower — I  do  not  (h  fend  the  vilecreat- 
ures  who  lun  this  soit  cf  business,  but  there  is  a 
princiile  involved,  and  the  pieieuent 'hat  we  set 
hfie,  ill  the  vote  we  are  going  to  take,  will,  it 
seems  to  me,  be  a  dangerous  one.  I  propose  to 
stand  by  this  committee.  I  do  i  ot  place  ai;y  limit 
on  what  they  may  order  him  to  remove,  but  theie 
is  certaiily  a  luge  proportion  of  the  citriosiies 
that  ro  one  can  object  to.  Ceriaiily  the  collec- 
tion of  birds  cannot  be  ol jctioualle  to  anybody; 
there  is  nothing  in  them  to  shork  the  modesty  cf 
any  one,  and  I  do  not  see  what  right  we  have  to 
refa  e  to  license  the  exhibitl'^n  cf  a  very  la  ge 
amount  of  materials  contained  in  the  estal  lih- 
ment.  I  simply  stand  up  here  to  defend  the  prin- 
ciple, and  not  that  estal  lishment  or  its  proprie- 
tois. It  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly  wrong  to  pass 
this  order  until  we  see  whether  he  will  remove 
everything  that  th3  committee  ard  this  Board 
object  to.  If  v/e  recommit  the  repoit  and  the 
committee  come  back  and  say  he  refuser^,  I  will 
vote  with  them ;  not  that  I  have  any  confidence  in 
him  or  his  offer,  bui.  it  seems  to  me  ihe  committee 
should  see  whether  he  means  what  he  says  or  in- 
tends to  deceive. 

Alderman  I'eters — I  shall  be  willing  to  recommit 
the  report,  and  let  them  go  down  there  and  say 
what  they  will  have  removed.  If  they  do  not  ap- 
prove of  it,  then  I  sliall  vote  against  ihe  license. 
In  regard  to  what  I  saw  there,  I  certainly  think  I 
did  not  1  lash  so  mu'  h  as  I  did  at  the  Boston  Ttie- 
atre  at  the  pe  foiman  e  of  the  Naiad  Queen. 

Alderman  Frescott — I  hope  the  sul  ject  will  not 
be  recommitied,  but  will  be  setiled  tonight,  and 
the  orders  pa-sed.  I  visited  the  place  with 
members  of  this  Board,  and  I  did  not  see  anything 
olbjectionable  at  that  time.  But  the  matter  does 
not  bear  invCLtigation.  The  Committee  on 
Licenses  have  adopted  the  same  course  in  this 
case  as  ihev  do  when  thire  aie  appli  ations  for 
victunllers  licei.ses.  The  atmosphere  surroe.iiding 
the  place,  the  class  of  persons  who  patronize  it, 
are  consiuered,  and  if  it  is  a  notoriou  ly  bad  place, 
and  has  bad  people  around  it  and  eoni.ected  with 
it,  I  think  the  committee  do  not  report  in  favor  of 
granting  such  a  license.  This  matter  is  rotten  and 
corrupt,  in  that  it  demoralizes  the  youth  of  the 
community.  I  have  no  contider.ce  in  the  man  or  in 
anyboily  connected  wi'  h  this  establishment.  I  have 
no  confidence  in  anybody  w  ho  lives  at  one  hou'  e  un- 
der one  name  and  ikeeps  an  office  at  another  house 
under  a  different  name.  Some  of  these  men  live 
at  home  under  the  name  of  Brown  and  do  business 
under  a  different  name.  1  may  be  mistaken,  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  am  not.  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  look  into  this  matter,  and 
have  changed  my  views  entirely  from  what  they 
were  when  I  first  visited  the  place.  I  believe  the 
■whole  atmosphere  around  it  should  not  be  toler- 
ated by  the  City  Government  for  one  hour,  and  if 
the  exhibition  is  opened  free  it  should  be  closed 
up  by  the  police.  Such  action  would  be  indorsed 
by  the  people  who  have  the  interests  of  the  city  at 
heart. 
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Alderman  Power— There  is  no  quegtionbut  what 
the  city  of  Boston  will  indorse  our  conduct  when 
■we  are  endeavorirg  to  protect  the  morals  cf  the 
cit"^  But  I  have  said  there  is  a  principle  involved. 
If  the  vilest  creature  in  ihe  city  comes  here  for  a 
peimit  lo  erect  a  building  which  coi  foims  to  the 
law,  we  are  just  as  much  bound  to  grant  it 
as  if  it  were  the  most  exemilaiy  man  in  the 
community.  Therefore  before  we  take  action 
on  this  reoort,  the  committee  should  teeAvhether 
h3  proposes  to  remove  everything  cf  a  drmorpliz- 
ing  tendency.  We  certainly  cannot  rcfufre  him 
what  we  grant  to  oiherF,apdI  ki  o-.v  we  have 
given  licenre  to  others  to  exhibit  such  colled  ions 
Of  birds  as  he  has,  and  to  which  i.o  one  can  object. 
If  the  committe  go  and  remove  all  that  is  objec- 
tionable, then  it  seems  we  .=hall  have  done  our 
whole  duty,  and  not  until  then. 

Allerman  Bigelow — I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  puf  the  matter  correctly.  It  has  been  the 
custom  of  the  committee  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  character  of  each  place.  If  amannoio- 
rioufly  objectionable  applies  for  an  innholJer's  li- 
cense; if  he  is  known  to  harbor  bad  characters, 
even  if  he  had  every  lequisite  for  keepii  g  a  good 
place,  the  committee  woul'l  refute  the  license. 
1 1  lace  this  upon  the  same  giound.  The  repu- 
tation of  the  1  lace  is  not  good.  IMany  gen- 
tl  nen  have  come  to  me  privately  and  told  me 
what  they  knew.  They  did  not  want  to  make  a 
pullic  statement,  but  are  of  tbe  opinion  that  it  is 
for  the  intere't  of  the  morality  of  this  city  that  we 
icfa>^ethi   licen'^e. 

Alderman  Brook'=' — In  regard  to  what  was  raid 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  the  gentle- 
man does  not  put  out  his  own  name,  I  will  ftate 
that  I  have  under!- tood  vbat  he  lives  in  Hancock 
street.    Does  the  gentleman  know  where  he  lives  ? 

Aldeiman  Pref  cott— I  didnot  refer  to  Dr.  Jour- 
dain.  That  may  be  his  name;  but  I  do  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  gentleman  with  another  es- 
tatli-hment  do°s  not  put  out  his  right  name,  anel  I 
have  authority  for  saying  that  one  of  those  parties 
1?  now  under  indictment  for  sending  obscei  e  liter- 
ature throtigh  the  mail-,  large  qtinntities  of  which 
were  feizeu.  That  is  the  kind  of  literature 
they  put  into  the  hands  of  young  men;  not  the 
specimens  they  put  into  the  hands  of  Aldermen 
who  went  there  accompanied  by  policemen.  The 
whole  atmo  phere  about  the  place  is  corrupt,  and 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  take  tum- 
maiy  measures. 

Al  lerman  Brooks — I  made  a  motion  at  the  laft 
%  meeting  to  lay  this  report  upon  the  table  because 
I  had  not  been  to  the  place.  The  gentlemen  went 
to  the  place  and  got  their  irformation  with  police 
officers.  I  was  more  plucky  than  they  were,  and 
went  alone.  After  a  man  has  made  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  and  says  he  is  reaay 
to  wltheiraw  anything  objectionable,  this  Board 
cannot,  in  my  judgment,  go  behind  it. 
We  have  no  right  to  consider  what  other 
parties  may  do;  we  are  acting  upon  the  peti- 
tion cf  Dr.  Jourdain.  I  hope  the  matter  may 
be  recommitted  and  that  we  may  see  whether  he 
is  ready  to  comply  with  the  proposifon  he  has 
made.  And  if  he  is,  I  do  not  fee  how  we  can  ob- 
ject to  giving  him  a  license.  After  anoiher  thor- 
ough examination  by  the  committee  wiU  be  time 
enough  for  us  to  act.  I  elo  not  understand  that  we 
are  to  act  upon  information  that  other  parties  may 
give. 

Alderman  Power— I  brought  on  this  discussion 
not,  as  I  said  before,  to  sustain  any  such  e? tab- 
lif  hment  as  it  is  paid  the  proprietor  of  this  muse- 
um runs,  but  simply  to  maintain  ihe  princiile  in- 
volve I  in  it.  I  hope  the  commiitee  WjII  test  his 
sincerity  in  the  procosit'on  he  makes  before  we 
take  final  action.  Therefo.e  I  am  soriy  they  op- 
pose a  recommiiment.  We  have  lo  right  to  re- 
fuse to  one  man  what  we  grant  to  enother.  jf  the 
committee  refuse,  I  shall  he  forctd  to  vote  against 
the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins^I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject,  but  the  Alderman  f.om 
Ward  12  has  spoken  so  often  on  the  sul  ject  of 
principle  that  I  must  say  just  one  word.  Now,  sir, 
what  principle  do  we  violate  in  withholling  a 
license  from  those  narties  or  in  dire  ting  the 
police  to  close  the  otlier  exhibition?  I  do  rot  see 
that  we  violate  a  single  principle,  becau  e,  as  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9  has  said,  the-Mhole  atmos- 
phere of  the  place  is  bad;  ihe  principle  on  which 
the  place  is  run  is  bad.  Now,  1st  us  have  a  few 
plain  words.  These  places  are  run  as  par.  of  a 
medical  office,  sometimes  a  little  way  off,  some- 
times near.  You  go  into  Dr.  Hallock's  estallish- 
ment— museum,  as  he  calls  it— and  what  do  you 


see?  A  collection  of  pictures  without  a  sinsile 
redeeming  feature,  nothing  but  nasiiness.  You 
are  given  a  small  pamphlet,  which  describes  vari- 
ous disea  es,  ami  tell-i  yon  where  they  can  be 
cured,  a  few  doors  off.  Now,  as  to  Dr.  Davidson, 
or  Dr.  Jourdain ;  when  he  came  bi  fore  the  com- 
mittee I  asked  him  if  he  cariied  on  a  medicrl 
office,  and  he  admitted  substantially  that  it  was 
an  adv  erti;  emei.t  for  a  business  that  they  carried 
on.  The  estal  lis  hment  of  Dr.  Jourdain  is  more 
extensive  thnn  Di-.  Ha]lock's.  I  do  not  think 
either  shotil  I  be  left  open.  The  redeeming  feat- 
ures cf  this  exhibition  can  be  seen  at  the  rooms 
of  the  Socey  of  Natural  Histoiy.  Dr.  Jourdain 
asked  privately  the  opinion  of  the  committer,  and 
rf  er  learnii  g  it,  said  he  had  spent  a  great  e'erl  cf 
mone5', and  itwoul  Ibehards-hip  j  ottolicense  h  m. 
'i  he  commit!  ee  then  1  nl  i  him  they  w  ovld  give  him 
the  advantage  of  a  full  1  oard.  The  members  h^  ve 
all  seen  .his  eMabli-  hment, and!  ilink  we  ;  hall  be 
justified  in  withholdiig  the  I'cenf  c,  and  in  having 
the  1  dice  keep  young  men  out  of  the  i  Ince. 

Al  "ermnn  Power — i  do  not  know  anythir.g  about 
Dr.  llallock'  ■  e'  tal  lis hmei  t,  and  if  what  I  hear  cf 
thnt  is  true,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  do'ed  up.  Dr. 
Jourdain  say  thai  if  the  committee  order  him  to 
remove  what  they  deem  unfit  he  does  not  want  it 
there  at  all.  Ithi-^k  we  v. ill  stand  much  better 
af  :er  we  :  h;ill  have  taken  that  ;tep.  The  Al  ler- 
man who  la  t  spcke  saiel  that  all  the  redeemirg 
fe"t:ries  can  be  seen  at  the  rooms  of  the  Naturr'l 
His'o'y  I  uilding.  It  has  been  said  that  various 
model-:  of  the  human  form  can  al  o  be  seen  there, 
whch  are  still  worse.  If  that  is  fo,  it  is  worse  to 
have  a  f -ee  erhil  ition  cf  them,  for  ceitair.ly  more 
I'eojde  will  go  where  they  have  notliina-  to  pay. 
We  will  stand  much  better  if  th"  committee  re- 
port that  he  icf  tt-es  to  comi  ly  with  the  request. 
lam  prepared  to  stand  by  the  commit  ee  when 
they  te=t  this  nuestion  as  they  ought  lo.  A 
great  portion  cf  Uie  things  exhibited  at  this 
place  cair  be  found  at  the  Boston  Mu- 
seum. That  i*  the  priiK  iple  of  the  thing:— that  v/q 
caiinot  ref  u'  e  one  person  what  we  grant  another. 
I  ha, e  no  reason  to  doubt  anything  that  gentle- 
men say  about  th'j  proprietors  and  the  f  urround- 
ing- cf  the  institutro '.  But  we  must  take  things 
as  we  tintl  them.  I  should  Ike  to  vote  with  the 
comrrd-tee,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle  I  shall  I  e 
compelled  to  vote  against  them,  if  they  press  this 
question  today.  I  have  as  muc  h  s  clicitude  for  the 
moral-i  of  ibis  con)mnnity  and  as  great  desire  to 
repress  anyihing  that  vv'il  tend  to  demoralize  the 
youth,  as  any  im  mber  of  Ihi^  Board. 

Al  lermm  Worthington  called  for  the  previous 
qu'i-'tion,  atrd  it  was  ordered. 

Al  lerman  Power's  motion  to  recommit  was  lost 
— yeas  4,  nnys  8,  a"  fo  lows : 

Yeas — Al  lei  men  B  ooks.  Hall,  Peter=,  Power— 4. 

Nays — A 1  lei  men  Bigi  low,  (  lark.  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Pie.-eott,  S.ebblns,  Worthing  on— 8. 

Th^or.ierwas  then  passed— yeas  11,  nays  1— as 
follows : 

Yeas — A  Her  men  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clnrk,  Cutter, 
Fmery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins, 
Worthiiigion — 11. 

Abierman  Bigelow  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  hopiirg  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

NOMINATIXG    COMMITTRE. 

By  Allerman  Brooks- 
Ordered,  That  Al  lei  men be  a  committee 

to  nom.inate  snitn]  le  candidates  for  the  rffices  tf 
Fence  Viewers,  Field  Dri\ers,  Cullers  cf  Eoops, 
etc.,  and  Inspector  cf  Lime. 

Passed,  and  Ambler  men  Brooks,  Emeiy  and  Har- 
ris api  ointed  said  committee. 

HAESACHUSETTS  CHARIT,'*  BLE  MECHANIC  ASSOCI.-V- 
TION. 

Ad  lerman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Allerman  Clark  offi't  eel  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  f  ommittee  on 
Streets  be  requested  to  eoi  f  >r  wi  h  the  othcers  of 
the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Ass ocia- 
tion  in  regard  to  th"  conveyance  to  said  associa- 
tion of  the  larrels  belongii  g  to  the  city  of  1  ostor, 
recently  purcha,  ed  of  the  1  oston  &  biovidei  ce 
Ra  Iroad  (  orpcratioi^,  s  outlier  ly  (  f  El  ot  street,  in- 
eluding  the  lot  previou  ly  acquired  by  the  city  for 
a  16. ir  passage  to  the  pr  mary  scboolhousc  on'Ten- 
ny  on  street,  and  report  the  jriice  at  which  it 
woul  I  be  advisable  for  the  city  to  dispose  cf  rll 
said  lands  to  said  association  as  a  site  forthe  erec- 
tion cf  a  bull  ling  for  the  purposes  of  said  associ- 
ation. 

Al  lermm  Clarlc— As  Chvirman  of  th3  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  it  is  pel  haps  proper  that;  I 
should   make  seme    explanatioir    of    this    order. 
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It  is  well  known  to  the  members  of  this  Board 
that  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  usually 
have  charge  of  all  lands  that  come  into  the  j  os- 
session  of  the  city  by  street  widenirgs;  that  they 
superintend  the  Fale  of  thtm,  ana  that  f-uch 
sales  are  generally  made  by  public  auction,  eo 
that  every  one  can  have  an  opportunity 
to  bid,  and  no  one  can  say  that  he  has  been  treat- 
ed unhandsomely.  The  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  AsFociation  are  talking  of  erecting  a 
new  building,  and  propo-e  to  sell  the  ore  in  Bed- 
ford street.  In  looking  about,  thev  have  inspect- 
ed this  land  at  the  junction  of  Eliot  street 
and  Co'.umbus  avenue.  A  short  time  ago 
they  sent  me  a  communication  inquiring  the 
price  at  which  the  city  would  sell  that  land 
to  them,  and  it  has  been  thought  advi' able  to 
bring  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  City 
Government  for  instructions  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  to  consider  the  expediency  of  selling  .  ome 
twenty  thousand  feet  of  this  laud  to  the  associa- 


tion as  a  site  for  thi*  building.  It  has  appeared  to 
some  members  of  the  committee  to  be  a 
goo  I  thing.  If  they  erect  this  buiMing,  it 
will  involve  an  exi  endiluie  cf  fome  51.0,000, 
and  1h°y  propose  to  build  one  large  enough 
to  last  them.  It  has  been  sugges-tel  that  iheie 
might  perhaps  be  a  maiket  under  the  bu  Idiup, 
bu;.  that  is  one  of  the  things  to  be  cons  ilered  heie- 
sfter.  Active  mtmbeis  of  this  asFociation  are 
veiy  anxious  that  the  cty  should  fix  a  price  at 
which  the  land  can  be  purchased  by  thrift,  and  the 
puipose  cf  this  or.ler  is  for  the  Joint  Committeo 
on  Streets  to  corfer  with  ihem  and  report 
the  price  at  which  it  would  be  deemed 
advisal  le  to  sell  the  entire  lot.  The  ordinary 
course  woul  1  be  to  put  the  land  up  at  auction,  but 
I  have  no  doubt  a  fair  price  can  be  obtained  in 
thi-  ca'e. 

The  order  was  paired. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Eoard 
adjourned. 


l!2n 


H  O  A  R  O       OF       A  I^  13  K  R  M  E  N  . 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the   Board  of  Aldermen, 

MA1{<.'H      l(t.     1H-/4. 


An  luljouiiicd  nicetiiin'  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  T'/j  o'clix-k  I'.  M..  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairniaii,  j)residin}i'. 

I'KTITIONS    PUKSKNTKI)    AM)    RKl  l^ltltKI). 

To  (lie  Committer  on  I'di-hnj.  Uohcrt  Banipton, 
to  be  |)aid  for  i;ra(le  daluaRes  on  l{ii>i;ilcs  street 

To  tliv  Committir  on  J'olice.  Thomas  Morris, 
for  leav<'  to  ^rinil  cutlery  in  the  streets  of  tliis 
eity. 


To  tfii'  Commiltcf  on  Hndltli  on  th<-  I'ml  of  the. 
Board.  Boston  Coiiiieiative  Society,  r<-inonstrance 
against  erection  of  stalde  liy  >^.  Curtis  on  East 
Dedliam  street. 

.John  <Juirk,  to  oeciij)y  wood(!n  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Keyes  strei't,  \\  ard  IT. 

.lames  (>.  Neil,  to  occui)y  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Locust  street,  corner  of  Dorchistci- ave- 
nue. 

n<iNi>  Ai'i'Hovr.i*. 

The  lionil  of  IJobert  .1.  ( lilkie,  eliciary  of  the 
Franklin  fluid,  bein};  iiresentedduvy  eertitied.  w.i.'- 
appr</ved  by  the  Board. 

( ONVKNTIO.N    WITH    'ilfi:   SCHOOI.    <  OMMlTTIiK- 
The  Board    then  went  into   convention  with   the 
School  Committee,  and  subseiinently  adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       AJL.D£;PlME]Sr, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    1^,    1874. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  noon  today. 

His  Honor  Mayor  Cobb  presided,  and  read  the 
following  commanit>ation  from  the  Executive  De- 
partment : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  March  12, 1874.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Citij  Council:  Gentlemen 
— The  mournf  al  duty  devolves  upon  me  of  calling 
you  tof^ether  to  receive  the  official  announcement 
of  the  death  of  Charles  Sumner,  who,  during  a 
period  of  twenty-three  years  has  been  the  honored 
and  trusted  reprc-entative  of  our  people  in  the 
highest  councils  of  the  nation. 

ft  is  fitting  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  do 
honor  to  one  of  her  citizens,  who,  through  a  long 
life,  has  devoted  his  great;  abilities  to  the  advance- 
ment of  freedom  and  the  establishment  of  just 
and  equal  laws.  Born  in  Boston  in  1811,  a  gra<lu- 
ate  of  the  Latin  School,  and  the  recipient  of  a 
Franklin  Medal  in  1826,  he  has,  I  believe,  always 
retained  his  citizenship  here,  and  has  always  and 
everywhere  responded,  with  noble  alacrity,  to  all 
demands  which  have  been  made  upon  him  in  that 
ca)iacity. 

Although  he  held  the  position  of  a  party  leader 
in  the  most  eventful  period  of  our  country's  his- 
tory, no  breath  of  suS|)icion  has  ever  tainted  the 
purity  of  his  motives ;  and  had  his  life  been  spared 
but  a  short  time  longer,  I  believe  there  would 
have  been  a  universal  recognition  among  his  own 
countrymen,  as  there  was  among  the  mo<t  intelli- 
gent iri  foreign  countries,  of  his  wise  and  far-see- 
ing statesmansliip.  I  trust  you  will  take  such 
action  as  will  properly  express  our  sense  of  the 
great  loss  sustained  by  this  city  in  the  death  of  its 
most  eminent  citizen. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Mr.  Mayor:  It  is  proper 
that  the  city  which  has  the  honor  to  be  the  birth- 
place and  home  of  Charles  Sumner,  should  meet 
in  its  corporate  capacity  and  officially  express  the 
sorrow  which  burdens  all  hearts  in  this  hour  of 
national  mourning,  and  pay  homage  to  our  illus- 
trious dead.  The  feeling  of  sadness  pervading 
our  city  is  like  that  of  a  personal  bereavement,  for 
which  words  fail  to  give  adequate  expression. 
The  life  we  commemorate  has  been  a  Golden 
Deed,  and  the  best  thought  aiul  culture  of  all 
nations  will  pronounce  eulogies  in  honor  of  our 
great  citizen.  The  American  people  will  guard 
his  fame  as  their  highest  example  of  purity  and 
integrity  in  public  life.  His  errors  will  be  written 
upon  the  sand  while  his  virtues  will  be  engraven 
upon  enduring  monuments.  His  memory  will  be 
cherished  for  that  lave  of  country  and  humanity 
■which  actuated  his  whole  life,  and  the  people  he 
labored  so  earnestly  to  ransom  will  teach  their 
children's  children  to  call  him  blessed  forever- 
more.  , 

Mr.  Mayor,  as  an  expression  of  the  feelmg  of 
the  City  Council,  I  desire  to  submit  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  receives  with 
profound  sorrow  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
Charles  Sumner,  and  deeply  mourns  the  loss  of 
the  great  senator  whose  illustrious  career  has  re- 
flected such  honor  and  renown  upon  the  city  of 
his  birth  and  home. 

Resolved,  Til  at  the  public  services  rendered  by 
Mr.  Sumner  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
throughout  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-ihree 
years,  and  especially  his  wise  counsels  upon  inter- 
national questions  and  his  untiring  devotion  to 
the  rights  of  man,  have  laid  a  lasting  debt  of 
gratitude  upon  the  American  jieople,  and  we  now 
gratefully  recall  the  pride  with  which  he  ever  re- 
garded his  native  city,  and  his  constant  fidelity  to 
the  im))or£ant  and  varied  interests  of  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  the  life  of  this  great  statesman 
affords  a  striking  example  of  the  fearless  and 
conscientious  discharge  of  every  public  trust.  In 
him  we  saw  a  man  whose  constant  incentive  was 
a  high  sense  of  i)ubltc  duty,  whose  heart  ever  beat 
in  response  to  the  claims  of  the  humble  and  op- 
pressed; who  was  the  firm  friend  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  republic,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  saved 

he  union  of  the  States ;  "who,  though   respectful 


to  public  opinion,  was  still  above  it  and  inde- 
pendent of  it;  who  never  used  his  influence  or  his 
office  to  aggrandize  himself,  or  to  secure  unworthy 
ends,  and,  aliove  all,  one  upon  whose  pure  and 
spotless  {private  character  no  breath  of  suspicion 
ever  rested. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  reguested 
at  an  early  day  to  call  a  meeting  of  citizens  in 
Eaneuil  Hall,  to  take  such  notice  of  this  event  as 
may  be  appropriate  in  view  of  the  irreparable  loss 
which  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  and  particu- 
larly of  Boston,  have  sustained. 

Resolved,  That  a  joint  special  committee  of  the 
City  Council  be  appointed  to  act  in  cooperation 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  State  and  na- 
tional authorities  in  making  arrangements  for  the 
funeral  ceremonies,  and  for  such  other  tokens  of 
respect  to  the  deceased  as  are  due  to  the  purity  of 
his  character  and  the  greatness  of  his  public  ser- 
vices. 

Alderman  Cutter — Mr.  Mayor :  Again  has  an  im- 
pressive warning  come  to  teach  us  that  in  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.  The  lessons  of  his 
providence,  severe  as  they  may  be,  often  become 
merciful  dispensations,  like  that  which  is  now 
spreading  sorrow  through  the  land,  and  which  is 
reminding  us  that  we  have  higher  duties  to  fulfil 
and  graver  responsibilities  to  encounter  than 
those  that  meet  us  here.  Another  great  man 
haj  fallen  in  our  land,  ripe  in  years  and 
in  honors,  but  never  dearer  to  the  American 
people  than  when  called  from  the  theatre  of  his  ser- 
vices and  renown  to  that  final  bar  where  the  lofty 
and  the  lowly  must  all  meet  at  last. 

It  is  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senat;e  of  our  country.  Since  then 
he  has  belonged  to  his  country,  and  has  taken  a 
part,  and  a  prominent  part,  both  in  peace  and 
war,  in  all  the  great  questions  affecting  her  inter- 
est and  her  honor;  and  though  it  had  been  my 
fortune  often  to  differ  from  him,  yet  I  believe  he 
was  as  honest  a  man  as  ever  participated 
in  the  councils  of  a  nation.  Anxious  to 
relieve  the  afflicted  and  the  down-trodden,  during 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  long  and  eventful  life, 
calumny  and  detraction  emptied  their  vials  upon 
him.    But  how  glorious  the  change ! 

iHe  outlived  malice  and  envy.  Frank  and  fear- 
less in  the  expression  of  his  opinions  and  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  with  rare  powers  of 
eloquence,  which  never  faded  to  rivet  the  atten- 
tion of  his  auditory,  and  which  always  command- 
ed admiration  even  when  they  did  not  carry  con- 
viction;  prompt  in  decision  and  finn  in  action,  and 
with  avigoious  intellect  trained  in  the  contests  of 
a  stirring  life  and  strengthened  by  enlarged  expe- 
rience and  obi^ervation  and  great  purity  of  pur- 
pose ;  these  were  the  elements  ol  his  power  and 
success,  and  we  dwell  ujion  them  with  mournful 
gratification  now  when  we  shall  soon  follow  him  to 
the  cold  and  silent  tomb  where  we  shall  leave 
him    alone   to  the   mercies  of   his  God  and  ours. 

Alderman  Prescott — Mr.  Mayor:  I  rise  to  fus- 
tain  these  resolutions;  but  I  never  before  felt  so 
keenly  how  inadequate  are  words  to  express  the 
feelings  which  i-eem  to  pervade  the  whole  commu- 
nity. Charles  Sumner  is  dead.  Boston  justly 
claims  him  as  her  honored  son.  Born  here, 
sixty-three  years  ago,  when  Boston  was  but 
a  town,  he  fitted  himself  for  college  at 
our  Boston  Latin  School,  received  there 
a  medal  inscribed  the  gift  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  finished  his  collegiate  education 
in  1830,  at  our  neighboring  university.  The  next 
twenty  years  of  his  life,  till  he  entered  the  United 
States  Senate  in  1851,  was  spent  at  home  and 
abroad,  mainly  in  intellectual  pursuits,  which  he 
loved  so  well  that  \vhen  he  entered  the  national 
service  he  was  one  of  the  ripest  scholars  in  the 
country. 

Here  his  history  became  apart  of  the  history  of 
the  country.  The  biograjdier  who  at  some  future 
day  may  write  of  the  service  of  Mr.  Sumner  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  century  of  his  life,  will  write 
little  else  than  the  history  of  his  country  during 
that  time. 

I  need  not  recapitulate,  Mi.  Mayor,  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Sumner  to  his  city,  to  his  State,  to 
his  country,  to  the  cause  of  struggling  humanity 
throughout  the  ^vorld.  Though  he  belongs  to  us 
as  a  city,  in  a  larger  sense  the  whole  world  will 
claim  him.  The  absolute  purity  and  integrity  of 
his  character  are  above  all  suspicion.  He  was"  in- 
dependent even  of  his  own  party  (which  he  loved 
so  well),  and  a  man  whose  views  were  constantly 
in  advance  of  the  times.  Tliough  strorg  in  his 
support  of  the  Government  in  its  strug-gle 
with  rebellion,  he  was   among   the   first  to  oner 
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he  hand  of  friendship  when  peace  was  declared. 
However  men  may  differ  in  regard  to  the  practica- 
bility of   his    views,  which    caused   his    State    to 
stain  its  records  with  an  implied  censure  of  him, 
is  there  a   man   living  who    will    dare  to  say  th<tt 
Charles    Sumner  was   not   honest  in  those  senti- 
ments?   Thank    God,  that  before  the  silver  cord 
was  loosed  or  the  golden  bowl  was  broken,  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  old  Common- 
wealth he  had   served  so  faithfully  sent   to   him 
in  the    person  of   one  of  the    race    he    had  done 
so  much  to   elevate  from  degradation  and  slavery 
a  resolution  blotting  out  the  ungrateful  words  But, 
Mr.  Mayor,  this  is  not  the  place  nor  the  occasion 
to  pronounce  a  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Sumner.   Soon  his 
manly  form  will  be  borne  back  to  his  native  city ; 
all  classes,   from   the  highest  to  the  lowest,  will 
drop  heartfelt  tears  over  his  bier. 
"Let  us  weep  in  our  darkness,  but  weep  not  for  him ; 
Not  for  him  who,  departing,  leaves  irfillions  in  tears; 
Not  for  him  who  has  died  full  of  honor  and  vears ; 
Not  for  him  who  ascended  fame's  ladder  so  high. 
From  the  round  at  the  top  he  has  stepped  to  the  sky." 

Alderman  Harris — Mr.  Chairman:  I  feel  unwill- 
ing to  suffer  this  occasion  to  pass  without  briefly 
adding  my  tribute  m  a  departed  statesman.  Iden- 
titied  with  a  party  differing  in  politics  from  Mr. 
Sumner,  I  must  in  all  frankness  bear  witness  to 
his  honesty  and  incorruptibility.  His  life  illus- 
trates the  success  of  an  earnest  and  a  laborious 
man.  His  strong  physical  powers  and  clear  vision 
impelled  him  onward  and  upward ;  he  could  not  re- 
main contented  to  occupy  any  uncertain  position. 
No  timidity  characterized  his  actions,  and  he  fol- 
lowed his  convictions  of  what  he  believed  to  be 
right  to  the  end.  He  was  like  a  standard  bearer, 
ready  to  lead,  and  his  judgment  and  freedom  of 
speech  caused  him  to  be  ever  surrounded  with 
friends.  They  shared  in  his  reputation  and  his 
honor.  "We  lament  his  death,  and  we  would  recog- 
nize in  this  dispensation  our  dependence  upon  our 
Creator  for  all  that  we  are  permitted  to  receive 
and  enjoy. 

Alderman  Power — Mr.  Chairman:  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  say  a  word  on  this  occasion.  I  heartily 
concur  with  all  that  has  been  said  or  is  to  be  said 
in  eulogy  of  the  great  statesman  now  deceased, 
and  though  belonging  to  the  great  party  that  has 
In  times  past  differed  so  widely  with  him  on  som<} 
of  the  great  questions  of  government,  I  feel  that 

but  utter  the  universal  sentiment  of  that  party 


when  I  say  that  he  always  commanded  their  re  - 
spect  for  his  unflinching  zeal  and  undoubted  hon- 
esty. And,  as  I  said  before,  I  heartily  concur  in 
all  that  has  been  said  and  all  that  is  proposed  to 
be  done  out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  merely  to 
say  that  I  heartily  concur  in  the  sentiments  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  It  is  not 
often  that  a  city  is  called  upon  to  take  action  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  a  statesman  so  eminent  for 
his  services  to  his  native  city,  to  his  State  and  to 
his  country.  The  i  epiitation  of  Mr.  Sumner  ex- 
tends even  "beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  country, 
for  it  is  true  that  he  is  almost  as  well  known  in 
Europe  as  he  is  in  our  own  country: 
and  the  intelligence  of  his  death  will  be  received 
with  almo-t  as  much  soriow  in  Euro])e  a- it  is  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  there 
ever  was  a  pure  man  in  political  life  that  man  -was 
Charles  Sumner.  During  the  many  years  in  which 
he  was  engaged  in  the  public  service  there  never 
was  any  question  of  his  earnestness  of  purpose 
and  his  honesty  in  action.  In  him  every  one  who 
has  ever  felt  the  yoke  of  oppression  has  lost  a 
friend.  It  is  to  be  regretted  exceedingly  that  he 
should  be  taken  away  in  the  midst  of  his  useful 
labors  while  others  are  left.  But  I  trust,  sir,  that 
his  example  will  lie  felt  by  those  who  are  now  en- 
gaged in  administering  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
ancl  help  to  call  out  others  who  will  work,  as  he 
worked,  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city  the 
State  and  the  nation. 

The  question  being  upon  the  atloption  of  the 
resolutions,  it  was  unanimously  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative by  the  Aldermen  rising  in  their  seats. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  following  or- 
der, which  was  unanimously  passed : 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  to  be 
appointed  under  the  resolutions  in  relation  io  the 
death  of  Charles  Sumner  consist  of  the  Chair- 
man of  this  Board,    and  Alilermen  ,    with 

such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  and  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  act  as  -^hair- 
man  of  the  committee,  the  expenses  incurred  by 
said  committee  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

The  Mayor  appointed  Aldermen  Stebbins,  Cut- 
ter and  Frescott  as  members  of  the  committee. 
and  the  Board  adjourned 
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OOMMOIST       COXJ  NC  I  L  , 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MARCH    la,    1874. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was 
held  at  noon  today,  E.  O.  Shepard,  president,  oc- 
cupying the  chair.  Tke  president  read  the  com- 
munication from  the  Mayor  in  reference  to  the 
death  of  Charles  Sumner,  and  said- 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council — By  the 
message  of  his  honor  the  Mayor,  we  are  called  to- 
gether as  representatives  of  the  chief  city  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  provide  such  last  tributes  of 
honor  and  respect  as  are  due  from  this  metropolis 
to  the  remains  of  Charles  Sumner.  His  public 
career  as  senator  from  Massachusetts  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  centu  y;  his  public  acts  in  behalf  of 
freedom  and  the  highest  interests  of  the  counti-y, 
and  his  sterling  integrity  and  his  matchless  honor, 
are  familiar  to  you  all.  It  is  fitting  that  this  city 
of  his  birth,  this  first  city  of  the  State  he  has  rep- 
resented so  many  years,  should  pay  to  his  memo- 
ry, now  that  he  has  ^one  from  us,  its  highest  trib- 
ute of  honor  and  respect. 

The  President  read  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  paesed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  resolutions  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Mr.  President,  although 
within  the  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
reception  of  the  news  of  the  sad  event  which  has 
called  us  together  it  was  impossible  to  have  made 
any  preparation  for  an  expression  of  the  senti- 
ment which  involuntarily  rises  on  this  occasion, 
it  does  seem  fitting  and  proper  that  an  event  of 
this  great  importance  should  not  pass  entirely  un- 
noticed. Charles  Sumner  has  been  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States— and  of  the  world  in 
fact— for  a  generation.  And  we  cannot  contem- 
plate his  death  without  having  ovir  minds  revert 
back  to  the  time  when  the  contest  in  which  he 
bore  .'■o  important  a  part,  and  which  was  of  such 
national  importance  that  all  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  were  called  to  express  theii 
interest  on  the  one  side  or  the  other— I  ^ay 
we  cannot  help  having  our  minds  revert  back 
to  the  past,  to  the  time  when  in  our  boy- 
hood that  contest  hail  its  origin.  I  remem- 
ber very  well  how,  in  the  early  years  of  my  life, 
1  sympathized  so  sincerely  with  the  cause  which 
he  afterward  so  ardently  espoused.  And  since  his 
death  I  remember  very  well  the  peroration  of  an 
oration,  not  delivered  by  Mr.  Sumner,  which  was 
one  of  those  pieces  of  oratory  which  had  an  influ- 
ence in  inflanring  the  minds  and  drawing  the  at- 
tention of  all  to  the  great  topic  which  was  the 
principal  theme  of  his  oratory  afterward.  I  re- 
member that  this  orator,  after  speaking  of  the 
wrongs  of  Africa,  conjured  up  the  genius  of  Afri- 
ca and  caused  it  to  address  the  genius  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  although  it  is  so  many  yeors  since,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  language  is  still  vivid  in  my 
mind.  He  describes  Africa  as  pointing  her  hand 
towards  America  and  then  slo  wly  raising  it  towards 
heaven  and  exclaiming— 

"I  will  meet  thee  there !  I  will  meet  thee  there ! 
Not  at  Phili  pi,  in  night  and  battle  agony,  but  at 
the  bar  of  (i'od,  under  the  blaze  or  the  judgment 
fires,  just  when  the  highest  hills  of  heaven  are 
reddening  with  the  united  blaze  of  Africa  and 
America.  I  will  meet  thee  there,  to  ask  for  my 
sons  and  my  daughters,  for  my  kings  and  my 
princes,  for  my  national  renown  and  for  my  eter- 
nal salvation.  Slowly,  like  one  stiffening  to  death, 
the  accusing  spectre  has  vanished.  It  is  for  us, 
my  beloved  countrymen,  to  lay  this  terrible  spec- 
tre forever,  that  it  accuse  us  not  in  the  moment 
when  the  world's  gi'ay  fathers  and  the  latest  born 
shall  be  witnesses  of  the  disgrace  and  the  hoUow- 
ness  of  our  boast  of  freedom  shall  provoke  the 
jeers  of  the  world." 

I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  in  my  school-boy  days 
I  sympathized  heartily  with  the  sentiment  of  those 
words,  and  that  sympathy  is  not  abolished  yet. 
It  is  true,  that  subsequently,  as  1  arrived  at  the 
years  of  manhood,  my  convictions  took  a  different 
turn  and  I  was  compelled  to  assume  another  opin- 
ion of  my  duty,  which  is  best  expressed  in  the 
opinion  of  the  late  Chief-Justice  Shaw,  in  a  case 
that  came  before  the  Supreme  Court  for  decision : 

"So  long  as  the  States  remained  sovereign  they  ■ 
could  assert  their   rights    in    regard   to  fugitive 


sl?,ves  by  war  or  treaty,  and,  therefore,  before  re- 
nouncing and  surrendering  such  sovereignty, 
some  substitute,  in  the  nature  of  a  treaty  or  com- 
pact, must  necessarily  be  devised  and  agreed  to. 
The  clause  of  the  constitution  seems  to  have  been 
in  character  precisely  such  a  treaty.  It  was  a  sol- 
emn compact,  entered  into  by  the  delegates  of 
States  then  sovereign  and  independent,  and  free 
to  remain  sO;  on  great  deliberation,  and  on  the 
highest  considerations  of  justice  and  policy  and 
reciprocal  benefit,  and  in  order  to  secure  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  all  the  States.  It  carries 
with  it,  therefore,  all  the  sanction  which  can  be- 
long to  it,  either  as  an  international  or  a  social 
compact,  made  by  parties  invested  with  full  pow- 
ers to  deliberate  and  act ;  or  as  a  fundamental 
law,  agreed  on  as  a  basis  of  a  government,  irre- 
pealable,  and  to  be  changed  only  by  the  power 
that  made  it,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  it." 

These  two  sentiments  seem  to  have  represented 
the  ideas  on  oj'.e  side  an  the  other,  and  those  ideas 
were  in  contest  until  finally  the  climax  was  reach-  • 
ed ;  the  war  came,  it  is  ended  and  peace  again 
reigns.  At  that  time  it  was  like  a  cloud  of  the  size 
of  a  man's  hand,  threatening  to  devastate  the  coun- 
try, but  peace  has  come,  and  I,  for  one,  certainly, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  entire  population  of  the 
country  some  day  will,  as  indeed  do  the  entire  pop- 
ulation of  the  North,  look  with  pride  and  satisfac- 
tion upon  the  results  which  have  come  with 
Eeace  ;  for  no  longer  is  such  oratory  as  I 
rst  alluded  to  needed.  We  are  still  a  united 
people ;  the  cause  of  the  division  and  contest 
IS  obliterated  forever,  and  it  oi.ly  remains  now 
for  us  to  bring  about  that  reign  of  peace  and 
concord  which,  at  the  last,  was  Charles  Sumner's 
chief  desire  and  work.  He  entered  into  it  with 
such  zeal  that  it  provoked  even  the  condemnation 
of  the  Legislature  of  our  own  Commonwealth;  but 
subsequent  reflection  satisfied  them  that  he  was  in 
the  r^ght,so  the  great  object  now  is  to  reap  the  full 
benefit  of  the  past  and  do  whatever  we  can  for  the 
purpose  of  cementing  peace  and  concord  through- 
out the  entire  nation,  that  will  make  us  forever  re- 
main united  and  indivisible.  There  is  another 
consideration  of  this  matter.  However  we  may 
differ  in  opinion,  so  long  as  we  are  sincere  in  our 
convictions — no  matter  which  side  of  any  question 
we  may  take,  we  should  do  our  duty.  Although 
I  may  have  differed  in  opinion  from  others,  they 
have  not  the  right  to  go  according  to  my 
judgment,  any  more  than  I  have  to  act 
according  to  theirs,  if  we  each  believe  we  are 
right.  On  this  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  rest  the  fundamental  principles  of  Amer- 
ican government.  I  therefore,  Mr.  President,  with 
great  cheerfulness  favor  these  resolutions,  and,  in 
company  witli  the  most  ardent  admirer,  with  the 
closest  follower  of  Charles  Sumner,  I  s'^all  take 
pride  in  dropping  a  tear  upon  his  grave  and  in  re- 
cording my  vote  to  perpetuate  a  proper  tribute 
to  liis  memory.  1  cannot,  Mr.  Prei-ident,  sit  down 
without  calling  attention  to  the  recent  visit  of  a 
delegation  from  the  City  Council  to  Washington. 
Among  the  most  pleasant  duties  of  that  commit- 
tee—for it  was  a  duty  as  well  as  a  pleasure— was 
a  call  of  the  entire  delegation  upon  Senator 
Sumner,  and  we  cannot  but  all  remember  the 
great  pleasure  it  seemed  to  give  him  to  have 
a  delegation  from  the  city  of  Boston, — his  na- 
tive city, — visit  him  :  and  with  what  eager- 
ness he  proceeded  to  bring  forth  his  treasures ; 
how  he  called  our  attention  to  the  Bible  which 
John  Bunyanhad  in  prison;  how  he  brought  forth 
his  collection  of  autographs  of  eminent  men, 
among  which,  most  prized,  was  that  of  John 
Milton ;  and  how  untiring  he  was  in  testifying 
his  appreciation  of  the  pleasure  derived  from 
our  visit.  I  remember  that  as  I  called  atten- 
tion to  the  copy  of  the  reports  that  he  pre- 
sented, with  his  own  autograph,  to  Judge  Story, 
which  is  now  on  my  own  table,his  mind  seemed  to  go 
back  to  the  past  time,  a  look  of  sadness  came  over 
his  face,  and  I  could  see  that  he  was  buried  in 
revery  as  he  was  contemplating  his  past  life,  when 
he  was  enthusiastically  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  here.  There  is  another  circum- 
stance, Mr.  President.  When  speaking  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  post  office,  and  of  some  one  of 
the  congressional  delegation  from  Massachusetts 
who  he  thought  was  a  little  inclined  to  hesitate,  he 
said,  "I  do  not;  I  am  for  Boston  first,  and  for  the 
appropriation  bill  afterwards."  He  was  eminently 
a  son  of  Boston,  Mr.  President ;  and  as  he  went 
for  Boston  first,  so  we  wiU  go  for  Charles  Sumner 
now  and  last. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14r— Mr.  President,  I  can 
add  but  little  in  support  of  the  resolutions  which 
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have   been    offered   to   what    has  already    beeu 
said  by   the    member   from    Ward    12.      I    most 
cheerfully   corroborate   his  statement  of  the  in- 
interyiew    and    the    genial    entertainment   that 
Charles     Sumner      gave     us     when     we     were 
in  Washington  at  the  time  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred.   In  my  own  case — and  I  presume  in  that 
of  other  members  of  the  delegation — my  precon- 
ceived opinion  of    Mr.    Sumner    was    somewhat 
modified.    While  we  all  had  admitted  the  remark- 
able attainments  of  Senator  Sumner,  and  his  un- 
swerving devotion  to  the  freedom  of  all  classes, 
there  has  sometimes  been  an  idea  that  he  was  dio- 
tatorial  in  his  manners,  that,  possibly,  his  dispo- 
sition   might    be    a  little    arrogant.     That   was 
the    feeling    I    had     to     some     extent.     I    had 
learned     to    admire    him    afar     off.     But    cer- 
tainly no  manner  could  have  been  more    cordial 
than  that  extended  to  us ;  no  greater  warmth  of 
welcome  could  have  been  shown  than  that  by  him 
to  us.    He  seemed  to  take  a  personal  interest  in 
our  visit  there,  and  I  wish  to  add  something  to  the 
allusion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
When  the  question  was  asked  whether  he  could 
support    the     Post-OfRce     appropriation — espe- 
cially as  his  voice  had  been   the  first  raised  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  for  retrenchment- 
he  replied,  citing  an  Italian  maxim,  which  you  will 
pardon  me  for  net  repeating,  but  which  he  kindly 
translated  for  us,  to  this  effect,  that  "a  citizen  is  a 
Venetian  before  he  is  a  Christian"  ;  adding,  "I  am 
a  Bostonian  before  I  am  a  senator"  ;— leaving  the 
inference  that  we  could  rely  entirely  upon  him, 
first  and  always.    And,  during  the  banquet  given 
by  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  he    proposed  to  find 
out  how  the  delegation  in  Congress  stood  upon  the 
question,  so  anxious  was  he  to  see  how  the  inter- 
ests of  Boston  were  represented.    I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  allude  to  these  incidents  to  convince 
us  all  of  the  fidelity  of    Charles  Sumner  to  his 
native  city ;   but  it  is  pleasant  to  lie    reminded 
of    them,   to    have    them    to    recall    hereafter. 
And     I     might     also     add     that     it    was     the 
opinion    of     all    of     us     who     then     saw   him, 
that  his  strength    was    unabated,  that   we   could 
hope  toret.iin  his   valuable    services  in  the  same 
position  in  the  country  and  State  for   many  years. 
I   remember   that  Mr.  Somerby,  who   was   there, 
thought   he    had  passed  the  critical  period  of  his 
life,  and  that   we  could  assume  that  ten  or  fifteen 
years   more  of    active  service  would  be  given  by 
him  to  his  country.     It  is  not  fitting  now  for  us  to 
enter  upon  an  analysis  of  the  character  of  the  dis- 
tinguished senator,    even  if  time  permitted.    He 
blended  in  a  rare  degree  an  exhaustive  scholar- 
ship with  profound  integrity.    It  is  true  that  in 
the  most  intense  partisan  strife,    whenever   his 
course  was  such  as  to  provoke  the  warmest  oppo- 
sition from  his  opponents,  his  character  for  spot- 
less purity  was  never  attacked.    No  one  could  go 
to  the  Senate  of   the  United  States  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  his  history — and  who  is  not? — and 
see  him  there,  constantly  in  his  seat,  constantly 
giving  all  his  attention,  so  far  as  possible,  to  the  du- 
ties or  his  office,  without  pronouncing  him  the  "no- 
blest Roman  of  them  .nil."  In  combined  scholarship 
and    character    he    had  no  equal,   nor   was   he 
second  in  that   distinguished  body.    In    my  opin- 
ion he  was  fortunate  in  his    death.    Rarely  has 
it    happened    to     any    public     man    who     has 
engaged,   as   he    was  engaged,  in    a  great  work 
for  the  elevation  of  mankind,  to  enter  into  the 
fruit  of  his  labors  as  he  did.     It  might  fairly  be 
claimed  that  his  life    had    been  rounded    when 
emancipation  was  secured  for  the  slave.    He  not 
only  lived   to   see   freedom    conferred  upon  the 
slave,  but  he  lived  long  enoug:h  to  secure  for  them 
also  full  and  equal  recognition  in  every  respect 
before  the  law ;  and,  Mr.  President,  I  think  that  in 
his  death  his  influence  will  not  be  felt  less  than  if 
he  had  lived  to  carry  out  by  his  voice  and  pen  this 
same  great  work ;  that  something  of  the  asperity 
which  was  felt  by  some  will   be    cast    aside,  and 
that,  though  dead,  he  will  yet  speak  in  that  great 
work.    As  the  great  Roman  oratrr,  after  he  had 
defended  the  republic  against  the  machinations 
of  Catiline,  said  that  he  "had  done  enough  to  se- 
cure his  own  renown,  but  the  only  question  wa« 
whether  he  had  done  enough  for  the  republic,"  so 
has  Charles  Sumner  done  enough  for  his  own  glory 
for  al)  time  to  come.    No  man  has    ever   lived  ia 
this  country  who  has  so  enshrined  himself  in  the 
memories  of  an  entire  race  of  men,  who  has  made 


himself  more  memorable  among  philanthropists 
and  loverf^  of  the  human  race.  Never  can  the 
immortal  words  of  Pericles,  in  his  eulogy  over 
the  graves  of  Athenian  soldiers,  that  "for  il- 
lustrious men  the  whole  earth  is  a  mausoleum," 
be  more  fitly  applied  than  to  him.  For  certainly 
his  acts,  his  aspirations,  his  philanthropy  and  his 
devotion  are  as  comprehensive  as  the  whole  world 
itself. 

Mr. Shaw  of  Ward  5  -Mr. President,  it  is  a  sad  and 
mournful  occasion,  this,  that  brings  us  together  to- 
day. The  nation  memrns.  Today  humanity  mourns 
the  world  over.  The  national  emblem  today  floats 
upon  the  breezes  of  universal  lamentation  from 
continent  to  continent  with  extraordinaiy  signifi- 
cance. The  electric  wires  are  freighted  with  sor- 
row, as  they  convey  the  sad  intelligence  of  our 
great  calamity  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
millions  of  people  are  bowed  down  in  grief.  God, 
in  his  infinite  wisdom,  has  blotted  out  the  brightest 
star  of  the  American  firmament.  In  the  fulness 
of  manhood,  after  the  accomplishment  of  ihe  no- 
ble purposes  to  which  he  had  devoted  a  lifetime, 
Charles  Sumner  has  gone  to  his  final  reward.  The 
rest  he  so  much  coveted  has  been  granted  him. 
His  wearied  body  has  returned  to  its  mother  earth 
— his  tfoul  to  the  bosom  of  its  creator.  Requiescat 
in  pace.  But  he  has  left  behind  him  a  noble  herit- 
age. His  name  and  his  fame  are  the  undying  mem- 
orials which  humanity  will  cherish  through  all 
generations  to  come,  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 
Possessing  the  capacity  to  master,  and  mastering 
the  great  questions  of  the  day — but  above  all  and 
more  than  all,  honesty  of  pui^pose  and  unques- 
tioned spotless  integrity — persistent  and  unfalter- 
ing devotion  to  the  great  principles  of  freedom 
and  human  rights  which  characterized  and  under- 
lay all  his  actions,  his  name  had  become  endeared 
to  the  hearts  of  the  civilized  world,  unparalleled 
in  its  history,  and  mourning  and  sorrow  at  the 
sad  event  are  not  confined  to  this  continent  alone. 
When  stricken  down  and  felled  to  earth  by  the 
minions  of  slavery, -uncomplainingly  he  bore  upon 
his  person  the  effects  of  the  brutal  assault  which 
finally  brought  him  to  the  grave ;  but  within  his 
soul  faith,  and  hope,  and  confidence  in  the 
righteoueness  of  the  cause  which  he  had  espoused, 
sustained  him  through  long  years  of  bodily  suffer- 
ing. 

"His  was  the  better  fortitude  of  patience 

And  heroic  martyrdom." 

it  was  my  fortune  to  know  Mr.  Sumner  more 
intimately  than  at  any  other  time  during  the 
earlier  years  of  the  rebellion,  and,  while  holding 
official  relations  with  the  Go-fernment,  to  have  had 
much  of  his  advice  and  counsel ;  and  I  should  be 
doing  great  injustice  to  my  own  sense  of  duty  did 
I  not  add  a  few  words  of  gratitude  to  God  that  I 
have  enjoyed  his  confidence,  and  add  to  the  great 
volume  of  well-merited  praise  which  today  is  as- 
cending to  heaven.  Mr.  President,  it  is  needless 
for  me  to  say  that  the  resolutions  meet  in  my 
bosom  a  hearty  approval. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  by  a 
rising  vote. 

The  order  appointing  Aldermen  Clark,  Stebbins, 
Cutter  and  Prescott  a  committee  to  arrange  for 
the  funeral  of  Charles  Sumner  was  read  twice  and 
passed— yeas  (;3,  nays  0— as  follows: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Abbott,  Barnes,  Barry,  Beal, 
Bearce,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Bur- 
ditt.  Burgess,  Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker, 
Crowley,  Cudworth,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Davis, 
Day,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Hine,  Hunne- 
well,  Jennings,  Kent,  KinibaU,  Leach,  Long, 
Luring,  Martin,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Page, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  RusseU, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
West,  Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wil- 
bur, Wilcutt,  Woods— 63. 

Nays— 0. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Weston  of 
Ward  1,  Loring  of  Ward  12,  Cawley  of  Ward  2, 
Page  of  Ward  9  and  Kent  of  Ward  21,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Common  Council  was  added  to  the 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  half -past  seven  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEHS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  F.  M  Cook,  First  Battalion  of  Cav- 
alry, S.  H.  Tarbell,  Benjamin  H.  Green  et  al., 
Phineas  A.  Stone  et  al.  Severally  referred  in  con- 
currence. 

Auditor's  nionthlv  exhibit,  March  5.  (City  Uoe. 
No.  .30, 1874.)    Placed  on  file. 

Monthly  report  of  fires  and  alarms,  February, 
1874,  from  the  Fire  Commissioners.  Placed  upon 
file. 

Request  of  Overseers  of  Poor  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $10,000.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Request  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  an  addition- 
al appropriation  of  $36,000.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department. 

Request  from  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries 
for  an  additional  ai)propriation  of  $8000.  Refenred 
to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  referring  to  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  the  communication  of  the  Directors  of 
East  Boston  fen-ies  on  the  subject  of  running  of 
tolls,  etc.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Eben 
3.  Phillips  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  the  delay  in  arrang- 
ing new  lines  of  streets  on  burnt  district.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  to  name  Town  Hall,  in  West  Roxbury, 
Curtis  Hall.    Passed. 

Order  for  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  to 
take  charge  of  the  Austin  farm,  lately  purchased 
for  the  purposes  of  a  home  for  the  poor.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  temporary  accom- 
modations to  be  provided  for  the  Union-street  and 
Rockland  primary  schools,  in  Brighton.  Read 
once. 

Report  and  order  to  fill  the  land  on  Canal  street, 
and  in  rear  of  Harvard  Cemetery,  Ward  22,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  *1500.    Read  once. 

MASSACHUSETTS      CHARITABLE     MECHANIC     ASSO- 
CIATION. 

The  order  requesting  Committee  on  Streets 
to  conff'T  with  officers  of  Massachusetts  Charita- 
ble Mechanic  Association  in  relation  to  the  con- 
veyance of  the  land,  belonging  to  the  city,  south- 
erly of  Eliot  street,  including  the  lot  used  as  a  rear 
passageway  to  the  primaiy  schoolhouse  on  Tenny- 
son street,  and  report  the  price  at  which  it  would 
be  advisable  for  the  city  to  dispose  of  said  land  as 
a  site  for  a  building  for  said  association,  came  up 
for  consideration  among  the  papers  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  (juestion  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  make  in- 
quiry as  to  where  this  order  comes  from,  and  what 
is  contemplated  by  it.  If  I  understand  it  correctly 
by  reading  the  orders  of  the  day,  it  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Streets  are  to  confer  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic 
Association  in  relation  to  the  conveyance  of  this 
land  by  the  city  to  that  association.  Now,  sir.  it 
seems  to  me  that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  if  the 
city  has  any  property  to  dispose  of  it  ought  to  be 
solcl  in  a  public  manner.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  of  such  a  proposition  before  the  City 
(loveinnient.  I  scarcely  know  to  what  extent  it 
may  go,  and  should  be  glad  to  hear  an  explana- 
tion of  what  it  may  be.  The  order  looks  to  me  as 
if  a  bargain  and  sale  are  contemplated.  I  should 
like  to  have  it  explained  by  some  member  of  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  only  know  that  the  city- 
owns  about  25,000  feet  of  land  "on  that  territory.  It 
has  been  customary  heretofore  to  sell  land  by  pub- 
lic auction,  so  that"  any  persons  who  desire  to  pur- 
chase may  have  the,  opportunity  to  do  so,  and  I  see 
no  reason"  for  deviating  from  that  course  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  will  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  committee  is  to  report  a  price  at 
which  the  city  may  sell  the  land. 

Mr.  Flynn — And"  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  order  reads  that  the  Committee  on 
Streets  shall  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  Massa- 


chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association  only. 
If  it  can  be  amended,  I  kiow  officers  of  other  as- 
sociations who  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  bid  for  it.  If  the  order  is  amended  so  tha't 
other  organizations  can  bid  on  it,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Dean — I  find  in  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  Alderman 
Clark  makes  this  explanation.  [Mr.  Dean  read 
the  remark.s  of  Alderman  Clark  on  introducing 
the  order  into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Monday 
last.]  The  peculiarity  of  this  case,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  in  taking  it  from  the  ordinai-y  rule,  is  that 
the  committee  have  got  to  report  to  the  City 
Council,  and  the  order  does  not  give  the 
committee,  as  in  cases  they  have  discuss- 
ed heretofore,  any  authority  to  sell  at  pri- 
vate sale.  They  are  only  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  what  is  a  fair  price  for  the  land, 
and  then  the  Council  can  determine  what  is  best 
to  be  done.  If  the  ])rice  should  be  considered  a 
fair  one,  and  we  wi^h  to  encourage  the  erection  of 
this  new  buUding,  and  think  it  wiU  be  best  to  let 
the  land  go  at  that  price,  we  can  do  so.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken, 
that  the  city  lands  generally  should  be  sold  by 
auction,  butin  this  case  it  is  not  left  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  committee,  for  they  are  to  re- 
port to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Everybody  in  this  Council 
knows  by  experience  what  these  reports  are. 
Take  an  illustration  of  this  veiy  matter.  Suppose 
it  is  reported  to  the  City  Government  that  the 
committee  and  the  association  have  agreed  iiijon  a 
valuation  and  upon  a  price  for  the  land ;  supi)ose 
they  report  that  it  is  worth  $5  a  foot.  Nobody  is 
going  to  stand  up  in  his  place  and  oppose  it.  Toey 
wiU  all  say  the  committee  have  considered  it  and 
it  is  right.  I  do  not  believe  in  that  way  of  doing  the 
city's  Dusiness.  I  had  occasion  to  state  to  the  Coun- 
cillast  year  that  if  the  city  has  property  to  sell,  it 
cannot  obtain  more  than  twenty-five  percent,  less 
than  the  market  price,  but  if  the  city  wishes  to 
buy,  it  must  pay  twenty-five  per  cent."  more  than 
the  actual  valuation.  1  say  that  the  city's  busi- 
ness should  be  transacted  just  like  that  of  an  in- 
dividual's. If  this  property  is  for  sale,  let  it  be 
put  up  at  public  auction,  and  let  this  and  any 
other  association  or  individual  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton come  in  and  bid  upon  it.  Is  not  that  c'he  proper 
way  to  do  business?  Is  there  any  argument 
against  it?  I  have  never  heard  of  any.  1  do  not 
believe  it  is  our  duty  or  right  to  come  here  and 
favor  any  particular  institution  or  individual. 
We  should  do  right  by  the  trust  that  is  confided  to 
us.  We  should  sell  the  city's  property  to  the 
highest  bidder,  and  we  should  not  have  to  pay 
twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  actual  valua- 
tion, but  should  pay  a  fair  market  price.  I  hope 
no  arbitrary  valuation  will  be  placed  upon  this 
propertv,  but  that  it  wiU  be  put  up  at  auction  and 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  only  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  committee  are  not 
to  be  permitted  to  sell  the  land  at  private  sale.  I 
agree  with  the  gentlem?n  in  regard  to  the  general 
sale  of  land;  but  this  is  an  unusual  case,  and  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  if  the  association  desires  to 
erect  a  costly  building,  and,  finding  that  the 
city  possesses  a  suitable  tract  of  land  for 
a  site,  they  siiui)ly  ask  to  enter  into  ne- 
gotiations for  the  purchase  of  it.  and  the 
committee  ask  that  they  shall  make  the  investiga- 
tion and  see  what  can  be  obtained,  and  they  shall 
report  to  the  (^'oiincil  the  terms  iiiion  w hich  it  is 
desirable  t©  sell, — then  we  can  take  such  action  as 
we  see  fit.  If  the  price  should  be  deemed  too  low, 
then  it  will  be  very  easy  for  the  gentleman  to  urge 
the  same  argument  that  he  does  now.  It  may  be  that 
this  association  will  give  quite  as  much  at  private 
sale,  if  not  more,  than  they  would  at  public 
auction.    I  cannot  see  any  obj'ection  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—  Would  the  gentleman  ob- 
ject to  amending  the  order  so  that  tne  committee 
may  negotiate  with  that  or  any  other  association? 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12^1  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7 — I  move  to  amend  bv  in- 
serting after  the  words  "Massachusetts  Mecnan- 
ic  Charitable  Association"  the  words  "or  any 
other  associations  or  parties." 

Mr.  Daceyof  Ward  20 — Would  it  not  be  necessary 
for  the  conimittee  to  advertise  in  the  papers  and 
notify  other  parties  or  associations,  and  call  for 
bids  "from  them  ? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  cannot  answer  the  gen- 
tleman's* question,  except  that  my  amendment 
covers  about  all  that  the  gentleman"asks  for. 
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Mr.  Dacey  of  "Ward  20—1  only  wanted  to  know 
■whether  it  is  not  customary  to  advertise,  that  par- 
ties may  call  upon  the  committee  and  state  upon 
what  terms  tli"  city  will  pell  the  land. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Wnrd  7— If  the  gentleman  will  read 
the  order  he  will  see  that  it  requires  the  com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  order  will  pass 
as  it  (  omes  f  lom  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  without 
alteration.  The  Massachusetts  Charital  le  Me- 
ch  laic  Associatio  1  find  tlieir  present  accommo- 
dations limifed,  and  they  also  find  that  tliere  is 
harJly  a  hall  in  the  city  capable  of  accommoclai- 
ing  their  exhibitions  without  expensive  altera- 
tio;is.  Inlooking  aronn'l  they  liave found  thisplace, 
which  they  tliink  will  accommodate  thrm  nicely. 
I  understand  that  this  piece  of  land  is  hardly  fit  to 
be  cut  up  into  house  lots  or  for  ordinary  buil  ling 

fiurpose.-,  and  it  has  been  intimated  to  ine  that  a 
arger  price  can  be  obtiiir.ed  from  this  association 
than  if  the  land  were  put  up  at  public  auction. 
The  amount  of  land  accommodates  the  associalion 
very  comfortally  and  wU  suit  them,  and  they 
would  no  doubt  give  a  larger  price  for  it  than  an 
ordinal y  individu.il  wouli  at  public  auction.  I 
trust  the  order  will  pa  s  in  its  original  form,  that 
we  may  find  out  what  the  association  will  give  for 
this  land. 

Tlio  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn  was  adopted— 37 
for,  2  against— and  the  order  as  amended  was 
passed. 

THE  FIRE  AND  POLICE   BOAT 

The  order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
parlment  to  confer  with  the  committees  of  the 
two  branches  on  Police  and  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers on  theexiiediency  of  transferring  the  fire-boat 
William  M.  Flandprs  to  Police  Departmei.t,  and 
constructing  another  and  better  boat  for  the  Fire 
Department,  wpvS  considered  among  the  papers 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12  moved  to  amend  the 
order  by  adding  the  following: 

"Al  o,  the  expc.'liency  of  contractirg  with  the 
proprietors  of  tugboats  for  the  ue  of  three 
steam  tugs,  to  be  fitted  with  steam  pump?,  that 
will  be  of  service  in  extinguishing  fires  and  re- 
moving vessels  endangered  by  fire,  and  the  exi-e- 
diency  of  transferring  the  William  M.  Flanders  to 
the  Quarantine  and  the  Samuel  Litile  to  the 
Police." 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, because  I  consider  it  simply  an  inquiry  as 
to  the  expediency  of  thir  maiter,but  if  itliad  come 
up  for  final  disposiiion  I  should  oppo  e  it.  lam 
wiUii  g,  however,  to  have  all  the  light  we  can  uj  on 
the  subject, Imt  1  cannotsee  the  p  oprety  of  going 
into  the  expenseof  ai.otherfire  boat.  The  i  re.  ent 
one  has  doi.e  goo  I  service.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  merely  as  a  matter  of  inquiry. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed. 

ACCOMMODATION  OF  THE    DEPARTMENTS    IN  CITY 
HALL. 

The  report  and  order  to  hire  for  five  years  the 
building  3J  Pemberton  square,  at  ijiZGOO  per  annum, 
for  ciiy  oftiees,  came  up  for  concurrence  in  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7 — I  desire  to  amend  that 
Older  by  "ofiering  as  a  substituta  ;  ubstantially  the 
same  order  that  1  introduced  last  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  hire,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  a-  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest 
of  the  city,  the  two  upper  stories  known  as  Niles 
Block,  on"School  street,  and  connect  said  building 
with  C  ity  Hall  by  a  bridge. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  ofEer  this  order  as  a  substitute,  and 
as  there  is  no  particular  hurry,  I  move  that  it  lie 
upon  the'  table  till  the  next  meeting,  that  the 
members  may  be  more  conversant  with  the  situa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  this  year  have  given  lo  considera- 
tion to  tlie  subject  of  procuring  rooms  in  Niles's 
Block,  and  are  not  aware  that  any  could  be  ob- 
tained there,  or  the  price  that  would  be  aslced. 
Still  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  consider  the  in- 
terest of  the  ci(y,  and  if  the  matter  will  lie  over 
till  next  week  I  shall  try  and  gain  the  necessary 
information. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  IG  moved  to 
take  the  order  from  the  table,  and  gave  lotice  that 
if  the  motion  prevailed  he  would  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buddings, 
that  it  might  receive  due  consideration. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  taV  le  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 


THE  SALARY    BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  salaries  of  city  officers 
for  the  year  beginning  April  1, 1874,  came  up  with 
the  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  all  the  amendments  of  this  Council  to  orders 
numbered  2,  3,  5  and  C,  in  Salary  bill,  and  recom- 
mitment of  these  orders  to  Committee  on  Salaries. 
The  Presii' ent— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
to  recede  and  concur? 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  hoped  the  Council  would 
recede  and  recommit  the  whole  matter  if  it  was 
deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wai'd  5  hoped  that  some  reason 
would  be  g;iven  for  such  action.  Because  the 
other  branCii  had  non-concurred  was  no  reason 
why  the  Council  .=hould  recede.  He  happened  to 
be  in  the  other  branch  and  hearil  the  doings  of  the 
Common  Council  vei-y  freely  talked  about.  He 
supposed  this  was  an  independent  branch,  called 
upon  to  act  in  concurrence.  This  seems  to  be 
boy's  play.  What  reason  can  be  given  for  going 
back  upon  the  foitner  action  of  the  Council?  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  hear  a  substantial  one  given. 
The  other  blanch  had  concurred  in  certain  amend- 
ments; but  because  they  have  non-concuned  in 
others  is  no  reason  for  the  Council  to  recede. 

In  reply  to  a  que- tion  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward 
6,  the  President  said  the  question  was  upon  reced- 
ing and  concur! ing  in  recommitting  the  ordeis. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Wnrd  5  calle  I  attention  to  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  refusing  to  reconsider  the 
passage  of  the  entiie  bill. 

The  President  —  So  far  as  this  branch  is  con- 
cerned the  orders  were  passed  and  the  reconsid- 
eration refused.  'lo  make  the  orders  finally 
passed  i  equircs  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
brai.ch.  I  ntil  botli  branches  concur  no  final  ac- 
tion is  taken.  It  is  only  under  that  view  that  this 
motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  the  reason  for  recom- 
mittal was  that  it  would  expedite  matters;  some 
of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  may  have  changed 
their  minds. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  saw.  in  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  attcmjit  to  pass  the  ortler  to  rescind  all 
former  action,  which  was  jiart  and  parcel  of  the 
whole  thing.  The  question  needed  deliberation, 
not  expedition.  He  had  noticed  one  statement  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department,  an  item 
of  $o83,000  for  salaries  without  saying  what  any 
man's  salary  sliould  be.  He  proposed  at  the  prop- 
er time  to  ask  for  a  detailed  statement  as  to  what 
this  appropriation  means  and  what  are  to  be  the 
salaries  of  inUvidiials.  It  may  be  all  right,  but 
he  wanted  to  know  the  reasons. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  inquired  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  recede  in  order  to  recommit  the  report. 

The  Pre-ident — It  is  not.  The  order  to  re- 
commit having  come  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
man, a  motion  to  concur  would  be  in  order,  al- 
though it  would  not  have  been  in  order  to  move  to 
recommit  in  this  branch. 

Mr.  Dean  was  ready  to  vote  for  recommittal,  but 
not  to  recede  first.  Let  it  go  to  the  committee  be- 
fore receding. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  did  not  desire  to  press  the 
motion  to  recede,  his  object  being  to  have  the 
whole  matter  recommitted. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  favored  the  recommittal 
of  the  whole  subject.  The  Committee  on  Salaries 
find  that  they  have  done  injustice  to  some  and 
more  than  justice  to  otheis.  If  the  bill  is  recom- 
mitted they  will  equalize  the  salaries. 

Mr.  West  withdiew  the  motion  to  recede,  and 
the  orders  Nos.  2,  3, !)  and  6  were  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Salaries,  in  concurrence. 

The  order  to  rescind  all  former  action  on  the 
subject  and  recommit  tlie  wliole  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee came  up  for  com  urreiu  e. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  thought  as  orders  Nos.  2, 3, 
5  and  6  had  been  recommitted,  and  as  the  other 
orders  had  been  concurred  in,  tliere  was  no  rea- 
son for  rescinding.  He  moved  that  the  order  to 
rescind  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  there  were  some 
gentlemen  who  desired  to  make  all  the  salaries 
conform  to  the  general  rule,  and  the  only  reason 
he  could  see  for  recommittal  was  that  the  com- 
mittee might  give  a  statement  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  said  ho  would  make  no 
objection,  and  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
tabic. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  thouglit  the  orders  hav- 
ing been  passed  by  both  branches  and  motions  to 
reconsider  having  "l>een  rejected  l>y  each  branch, 
those  orders  had  neen  decided  definitely  and  were 
beyond  the  action  of  the  Council. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5  agreed  with  that  view.  The 
only  way  is  to  refer  this  order  to  the  committee, 
which  would  not  be  rescinding  former  action. 
Aft-T  it  is  rei)orted  back  the  Council  can  then  vote 
to  rescind  if  it  sees  fit.  He  moved  to  refer  the  or- 
der to  rescind  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  inquired  if  such  a  reference 
would  give  the  committee  the  opportunity  to  go 
into  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of  the  different 
officers,  to  decrease  them  or  increase  them  as  the 
committee  may  choose. 

The  rresideut — This  order  for  rescinding  comes 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  C'ouncil 
may  concur  or  non-concur  in  it.  But  if  this  order 
is  not  passed  the  orders  in  the  report  which  have 
been  acted  upon  concurrently  by  both  branches 
still  stand  passed,  while  tho.<e'orders  in  which  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  non-concurred  in  are  not 
passed,  for  they  have  already  been  recommitted. 
This  order  rescinds  nil  action  upon  the  subject  of 
salaries  and  sends  the  entire  matter  back  to  the 
committee,  leaving  it  where  it  was  in  the  first 
place. 

Mr.  Page  hoped  the  order  would  be  passed,  that 
the  whole  matter  might  go  back  and  the  commit- 
tee take  up  each  case  separately.  He  thought 
that,  with  the  light  received  from  the  discussion 
of  the  subject,  tlie  committee  could  do  more  jus- 
tice to  the  different  departments  than  they  had 
already  done. 

The  President— The  reference  of  this  order  will 
leave  the  matter  where  it  is  now,  and  give  the 
committee  no  more  authority  than  they  already 
have. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  thought  the  way  to  avoid 
trouble,  and  the  proper  course  to  pursue,  was  to 
rescind. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  inquired  how  the  orders 
will  stantl  without  revision. 

The  President— The  Board  of  Aldermen  non- 
concurred  in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Common 
Council  in  orders  two,  th'-ee,  five  and  six,  and  we 
have  voted  to  recommit  those  orders  in  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Dean  then  understood  that  the  vote  to  re- 
commit left  the  others  not  to  be  revised.  The 
first  order  fixes  the  salaries  of  the  immediate  ex- 
ecutive officers  of  the  city;  the  seventh  fixes  that 
of  the  Inspector  of  Provisions.  He  could  see  no 
rea'^on  for  rescinding  those  two  orders,  which  had 
been  concurred  in  by  both  branches. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  thought  that  after  the  vote 
refusing  a  reconsideration  at  the  last  meeting,  the 
only  thing  for  the  Council  to  do  was  to  adhere  to 
its  former  action. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  thought  the  explana- 
tion of  the  President  covered  the  whole  ground. 
He  wanted  to  start  anew,  and  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  change  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. If  he  sent  it  back  to  the  committee  he 
couid  have  that  opportunity. 

Mr.  Dean  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
could  reach  everything  he  desires  when  the  report 
comes  back,  as  the  section  relating  to  the  Fire 
Commission  rs  had  been  recommitted.  The  mo- 
tion to  rescind  covers  only  two  orders,  which  have 
already  been  passed  in  concurrence,  and  all  the 
others  have  gone  to  the  conim  ttee. 

Mr.  AVillcutt  of  Ward  17  desired  an  explanation. 
He  did  not  understand  that  all  the  sections  had 
been  non-concurred  in. 

The  Presidi'ut — An  order  comprises  all  the  sec- 
tions in  that  order,  and  an  amendment  to  a  sec- 
tion IS  an  amendment  to  the  order,  which  is  not 
finally  disposed  of  until  th'i  whole  is  jierfected, 
and  one  section  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
order.  It  is  out  of  order  to  lay  a  section  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  thought  the  Committee  on 
Salaric!  should  have  a  chance  to  make  a  report 
that  the  Council  can  agree  upon. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  the  gentleman's 
object  was  to  have  things  go  smoothly.  He  pro- 
posed to  go  right. 

Mr.  West  replied  that  things  which  are  right  go 
smoothly;  if  they  are  wrong  they  go  roughly. 

Mr.  Sweftser  of  Ward  10  asked  if  the  order 
could  be  passed  after  both  branches  had  refused  a 
reconsideration. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  not  feel  that  it 
was  courteous  to  deilare  out  of  order  an  order 
which  conies  from  th  other  branch.  The  order 
has  passed  that  branch  and  is  sent  down  to  us  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  AVard  10  thought  the  orders  con- 
curred in  could  not  be  rescinded,  if  they  could 
he  did  not  see  why  they  could  not  take  up  and  re- 


■scind  any  measure  passed  upon  at  any  time.  He 
thought  this  was  trying  to  evade  the  rule  requir- 
ing notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider.  This  attempt 
comes  too  late. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  in  order  to  test  the  ques- 
tion, moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost — yeas  23, 
nays  35. 

Mr.  Flynn  inquired  whether  it  would  rot  be  in 
order  to  recommit  the  whole  bill.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Mayor  has  not  signed  the  two  orders  concurred  in. 
He  moved  to  recommit  the  whole  bill. 

The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order,  be- 
cause another  order  is  now  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  that  he  did  not  see 
how  the  City  Government  could  not  rescind  any 
order,  just  as  the  Legislature  can  repeal  a  law,  at 
the  same  session  at  which  it  is  passed.  Both 
branches  have  passed  the  orders,  and  refused  to 
reconsider  it,  and  now  a  new  measure  has  been  in- 
troduced to  rescind  them.  To  his  mind  the  only 
trouble  might  be  whether  the  officers  to  whom 
salaries  are  voted  in  this  order  may  not  have  a 
vested  right  to  the  salary  by  the  Mayor  having 
signed  the  orders,  in  which  case  the  salaries  could 
not  be  reduced.  But  if  both  branches,  by  con- 
current vote,  rescind  their  former  action,  he  saw 
no  obstacle  in  the  way. 

The  President— Whether  or  not  a  motion  to  re- 
scind in  this  branch  can  be  entertained,  the  Chair 
does  not  undertake  to  say  at  present.  But  here  is 
an  order  which  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  that  effect,  and  the  Chair  will  not  declare 
it  out  of  order,  even  if  it  would  have  been  out  of 
order  to  introduce  it  here.  The  effect  of  passing 
this  order,  will  be  to  rescind  those  orders  in  the 
bill  already  passed.  It  comes  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  is  in  order  on  that  account,  at  any 
rate. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  no  harm  could  be 
done  by  passing  the  order ;  if  it  is    not  a  proper 
one,  the  Mayor  will  veto  it,  and  if  it  is  proper  the 
,    committee  can  pass  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  did  not  think  there  was 
any  disagreement  in  the  sections  passed  concur- 
rently, and  thought  the  orders  right  as  they 
stand. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  that  rule  nineteen 
of  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council,  requiring 
notice  of  motion  to  reconsider  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  a  meeting,  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  if  the  motion  was 
germam  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  President— It  is  a  question  of  privilege.  A 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule  i-;  always  in  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  did  not  see  that  the  motion 
would  help  them  any.  He  did  not  see  how  the 
question  of  courtesy  should  be  considered.  The 
only  way  to  deal  with  the  question  is  to  hold  par- 
liamentary law  by  a  strict  hand.  If  the  Council 
were  not  prepared  to  act  he  hoped  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  would  prevail,  and  they  could 
have  a  week  to  investigate.  The  other  orders  are 
beyond  our  control,  for  they  have  already  been  re- 
committed. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10  thought  it  would  have 
been  improper  to  have  taken  up  any  single  section 
and  alter  it  after  final  concurrent  action. 

The  President — There  is  no  parljameutary  diffi- 
culty about  this  order  as  it  now  stands  before  the 
Council.  The  Council  may  pass  the  order  or  re- 
fuse to  pass  it.  The  Chair  rules  that  it  is  in  order 
as  coming  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  There  is 
no  parliamentary  difficulty  in  voting  it  up  or 
down. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  rule  would  not 
be  suspended  ;  it  \\as  too  much  like  whipping  the 
devil  round  the  stump. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  move  1  the  previous  ques- 
tion audit  was  ordered,  and  the  President  stated 
the  question  to  be  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  called  attention  to  his 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  previous  question 
cut  off  all  subsidiary  motions. 

The  order  was  read  the  second  time  and  passed 
by  a  rising  vote— 31  for,  24  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  a  reconsiderction, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Warcl  12  hoi)ed  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  would  prevail ;  he  desired  to  have  the 
question  of  parliamentery  proceeding  in  the  case 
considered.    There  would  be  no  evil  results. 
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Mr.  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Lost — 9 
for.  43  against. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table  was  carried — 34  for,  24  against — by  a  rising 
vote. 

CONSOLIDATION   OF    THE   WATER  BOARDS. 

The  report  and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  make 
such  changes  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  the 
organization  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water . 
boards,  came  up  for  concunence  among  the  pa- 
pers from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  com- 
mittee whether  this  is  an  entering  wedge  for  an 
other  commis.sion.    If  it  is  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  —  This  is  simply  an  order 
asking  for  authority  to  consolidate  the  two  boards. 
It  rtiay  be  done  hereafter  in  the  form  of  a  com- 
mission, and  it  may  not.  Tliat  will  come  up  here- 
after. Tlie  Mystic  Water  Board  consists  of  five 
gersons,  and  if  the  boards  are  not  united  they  will 
old  office  for  an  indefinite  pei'iod.  The  probabil- 
ities are  that  there  will  be  a  commission.  I  hope 
there  will  be,  but  that  is  to  be  discussed  hereafter. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  may  be  a  proper 
time  to  discuss  the  subject,  but  1  am  looking  for- 
ward, and  I  do  not  want  to  have  any  more  com- 
missions. If  the  Older  is  to  authorize  the  Mayor 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  estab- 
lish a  commission,  I  am  ojjposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  (To  not  understand  that 
it  is  for  a  commission,  but  simply  far  qoithority  to 
consolidate  the  two  boards. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed;. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  order  authorizing  ten  thousand  square  feet 
of  land,  near  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  to  be  grant- 
ed for  use  as  a  site  for  a  passenger  railway  station, 
on  the  terms  set  forth  in  said  order,  was  consid- 
ered. The  question  was  on  giving  it  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  do  not  know  but 
that  this  order  may  be  all  right  and  proper,  but, 
as  I  understand  it,  we  will  grant  the  free  use  of 
ten  thousand  feet  of  land  for  a  railroad  station. 
I  cannot  understand  the  object  of  it.  Railroads 
generally  build  their  own  stations,  and  I  never 
knew  the  city  to  grant  land  for  such  purposes. 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  within  the  duties  of  the 
City  Government.  I  am  told  that  the  land  they  ■• 
ask  IS  the  only  piece  graded  in  that  vicinity.  I 
should  like  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19 — When  this  matter 
was  first  submitted  to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
I  little  thought  I  should  b6  on  this  floor  to  support 
the  petition  which  wassentto  that  board  two  years 
ago.  The  only  piece  of  land  there  which  it  would 
be  possible  to  put  a  station  upon  belongs  to  the 
city  of  Lostoii.  The  railroad  passes  below  grade, 
and  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  land  is  such  that 
this  point  is  the  only  one  upon  which  the  station 
can  be  placed.  The"  city  owns  the  adjacent  land, 
and  has  no  use  for  it.  The  citizens  must  erect  the 
building  themselves,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  which  is  the 
old  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie,  is  a  bankrupt  corpor- 
ation, having  no  right  to  take  land,  and  they  have 
no  room  to  put  a  station  there  upon  their  own 
land.  The  city  will  confer  a  favor  upon  itself  by 
allowing  the  station  to  be  put  there ;  they  get  a 
depot  for  nothing,  and  a  switch  the  whole  length 
of  the  section,  it  is  true  that  we  in  that  section 
are  to  be  benefited.  We  are  ready  to  purchase  the 
land  at  any  price  at  which  the  city  may  sell  it ; 
but  we  cannot  get  it  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15-1  will  say  that  last 
year  the  petition  came  to  the  Water  Board  and 
was  referred  to  the  proper  committee,  but  there 
was  an  objectionable  clause  in  the  petition  and 
the  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  withdraw.  This 
being  a  new  petition,  the  committee  proposed  to 
go  out  there,  but  this  order  came  in  here  before 
they  had  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— The  order  simply  requests 
the  Water  Board  to  do  this  thing.  If  they  see  fit 
to  do  it,  they  can;  and  if  not,  they  have  the  right 
to  refuse.  They  may  allow  the  citizens  to  place 
the  depot  there  with  the  privilege  of  buying  the 
land  if  the  city  is  vvillir  g  to  sell  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  is  a  very  reasonable 
request.  Everybody  knows  there  is  nothing  but  a 
miserable  box  there,  and  there  is  a  large  amount 
of  travel.  It  is  well  to  have  a  depot  there  to  ac- 
commodate the  public,  and  draw  partie'^  there  to 
build  and  purchase  liouses. 

The  order  was  passed. ' 

Orders  to  allow  f 450  per  annum  for  the  rent  of 
headquarters   of  First   Battalion   of  Infantry  in 


Boylston  HaU,  and  to  discontinue  allowance  for 
rent  of  armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A, 
Fir.-t  Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Minot  Hall,  and  to 
allow  f  1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  now  oc- 
cupied by  said  company  in  Concord  Hall,  came  up 
as  unfinished  business,  and  were  severallv  laid 
upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9, 
who  stated  that  other  reports  of  a  similar  nature 
were  to  come  in,  and  it  was  desirable  to  ac'i.  upon 
all  together. 

INSPECTORS  OF  BALLAST  ELECTED. 

The  report  nominating  Weighers  and  Inspec- 
tors of  Ballast  came  up  as  unfinishedbusiness.and 
the  Council  iiroceeded  to  an  election.  Messrs. 
Flatley  of  Ward  4,  Long  of  Wara  22  and  Whiston, 
of  Ward  8  were  ai)pointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

Edward  Hatch  had 56 

John  Kenney 56 

George  Faulkner 55 

Abiiah  E.  Tewksbury 54 

E.  fi.  Rankin 2 

The  first  four  named  gentlemen  were  declared 
elected. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  J.  F. 
Blackinton  et  al.,  representing  that  the  rapidly 
developing  part  of  East  Boston,  known  as  the 
Fourth  Section,  is  almost  destitute  of  public 
squares  or  parks,  and  suggesting  that  the  land 
now  nearly  unoccupied,  bounded  by  Prescott, 
Saratoga  and  Bennington  streets,  and  lying  be- 
tween the  Prescott  grammar  and  jjrimary  school- 
houses  be  secured  by  the  city  for  this  purpose. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Remonstrance  of 
George  B.  Davis  et  al.,  owners  of  property  on 
Greenwich  park,  against  the  acceptance  of  any 
streets  on  the  Back  Bay,  west  of  the  Providence 
Railroad,  which  do  not  run  in  continuation  of  the 
streets  on  the  east  side  of  said  railroad.  Referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Highlind 
Street  Railway  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Shawmut  avenue,  between 
Vernon  and  Washington  streets,  to  be  used  as  a 
car  house,  150  feet  in  length  by  70  in  width,  one 
story  in  height. 

By  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Jonathan 
Stone,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  the 
corner  of  Bunker- HiU  and  Edgeworth  streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8— Petitions  of  Com- 
pany I,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  new  armory, 
and  of  Company  H,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M., 
for  appropriation  for  gun  rack,  etc.,  for  new 
armory.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Armories. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — Petitions  of  Ivory  Lit- 
tlefleld,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  47 
and  49  Elm  street,  Ward  21,  and  of  Abel  Harring- 
ton,for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Wash- 
ington street.  Ward  19.  Severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Martin 
Hayes,  for  extension  of  time  for  one  year  from 
April  1,  1874,  in  which  to  build  on  land  in  East 
Fourth  street,  purchased  in  1870  from  the  city. 
Referred  to  Committee  On  Public  Lands. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following : 
The  joint  special  committee  of  the  City  Council 
to  whom  was  referred  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  of  the  money  which  will  be  needed 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Bo.-^ton  and 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year  1874- 
75,  and  pay  the  State  tax  for  1874,  being  City  Doc- 
ument No.  29,  would  respectfully  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  same,  and 
recommenii  the  following  addition-^  to  the  several 
estimates  of  appropriations  presented  by  tlie  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts,  nearly  all  based  upon  commu- 
nications received  from  the  Committees  on  Public 
Institutions  and  Public  Instruction.  The  altera- 
tions made  by  your  committee  are  as  follows: 

Add  for  new  laundry,  Deer  Island $15,001)  00 

For  new  schoolhouse  and  site,  Wlnthrop 

District,  Charlestown 125,000  00 

For  additional  land  for  Grammar  School- 
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house,  Centre  street 5,000  00 

For  Primary  Kcboolhouse  site,  City  Point, 

South  Boston 15,000  00 

To  the  amount  for  site  for  Primary  School- 
house,  Cottage  place 6,000  00 

$1UC,000  00 

With  the  aiUlHion  of  the  amount  of  5!10(i,000,  as 

stated  on  page  if,  to  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor, 

the    total   amount   of    estimated   appropriations 

stands 

$14,415,263  00 
Deduct  estimated  income 2,728,850  00 

811,686,413  00 
To  which  add  3  per  cent,  for  r.on-pay- 
nient  of  taxes  during  the  financial 
year 350,592  00 

We  have  the  total  amount  to  be  raised 
by  taxation $12,037,005  00 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  actomijanyiiig  orders;  one  making  the 
approprintions  for  ine  financial  year  and  the 
other  levyii  g  a  tax  for  the  year  1874,  to  cover  the 
expenditures  of  the  financial  year  1874-75,  less 
the  income  to  he  received  during  the  year,  the 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  document  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  uefore  alluded  to. 
For  the  committee, 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 
An  order  relating  to  the  Specific  Appropriations 

for  the  financial  Year  1874-75. 

It  is  hereby  ordereJ  by  the  City  Council,  That 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  tlie  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  1  he  first  day  of  May, 
1874,  and  end  vvi.h  the  la- 1  day  of  April,  1875,  and 
pay  the  State  tax  of  1874,  the  following  turns  of 
money  be,  and  the  !-ame  are,  hereby  rtspectively 
appropriated  for  the  objects  and  purposes  as  ex- 
plained in  the  Auditor  of  Accounts'  Estimates 
(City  Document  No.  2J,  1874),  and  in  the  applica- 
tions cf  the  various  committees  and  boarus  con- 
tained and  printed  in  saiil  document  and  in  the  ap- 
pendix accompanying  uhis  document,  No.  32. 

And  it  is  further  orde.ed,  That  no  money  shall 
he  expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred  for  any 
objeci:  or  purpose,  for  which  a  specific  appropria- 
tion is  herein  maue,  beyond  the  amount  which  is 
so  specifically  appropriated;  piovided,  however, 
that  any  sums  of  nio.ey  which  may  be  subscribed 
or  contributed  by  individuals  to  promote  the  ob- 
jects of  any  of  the  fallowing  appropriations,  and 
which  form  no  part  ol  the  estimated  income  of 
the  city,  sh.  11  be  strictly  applied,  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  contributors,  and  shall  be 
credited  to  such  appropriations  accordingly;  that 
is  to  sav — 

Addiaon  to  the  Oity  Ho  pital,  vf  190,000;  Adver- 
tl-ing,  SGOOO;  Annuities,  §512;  Armories,  $25,000; 
Assessors'  Department,  $104,729;  lioard  of  Wealth, 
$102,700;  Boston  Harbor,  iJlOjOOn;  Bridges,  §52,000; 
Cedar-(irove  Cemetery,  §3000;  Charles- fiiver 
and  Warren  Bridges,  $545,102;  Chestnut-Hill 
Driveway,  §18,500;  Ciiy  Hospital,  §120,000; 
City  Registrar's  Department,  §12,400;  Common, 
Public  Square-,  etc,  §115,700;  Completion  of 
Buildings,  §113,000;  Con1;ingent  Funds— For  Joint 
Commictees  of  the  City  Council  §4000.  for  the 
Mayor  §1500,  Board  of  Aldermen  §1500,  for  the 
Common  Coui.cil  §3000,  total  §10,000;  East 
Boston  Ferries,  $270,000;  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment, §30,881;  Fire  Department,  etc.,  *751,- 
8)2;  Healtk  Department,  §44ti,607;  Improvement 
of  bull  lings,  §40,000;  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, §12,000;  Interest  and  Premium,  §2,055,000; 
Incidental  Expenses,  §87,000  ;  Lamps,  §455,500; 
Markets,  §11,195;  Mc.  HopeCemeteiy,  §17,500;  New 
Engine  Houses,  §130,000;  New  School  Buildings, 
§3j0,000;  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  §101,825;  Old 
Claims,  §1500;  Paving,  Grading  and  Repairs  of 
Streets,  §1,300,000;  Police,  §865,000;  Printing  and 
Static. .erv,  §38,000;  Public  Baths,  §40,000;  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  §107,000;  Public  Institutions, 
$489,000;  Public  Lands,  §6000;  Public  Library, 
$13),00D;  Quarantine  Department,  §20,000;  Reg- 
istration of  Voters  and  Election  Expenses, 
$20,000;  Reserved  Fund,  §300,000;  Salaries, 
$101,000;  Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  $1,743,400; 
Schoolhouse  Sites,  $162,000;  Sealers  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  §7400;  Sewers,  §300,000;  Sinking- 
Fund  Comm  ssioners,  §2800;  State  Tax,  $802,120; 
Surveyors  Department,  §59,000;  Water  Works, 
$787,500;  Water  Works,  interest  and  premium, 
$711,000;  West  Boston  and  Craigie's  Bridges, 
§2J,500;  Widening  and  Extending  Streets,  §300,- 
OOJ;  County  of  Suflolk,  §3.'^.0,000. 

Say  fourteen  million  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 


Statement  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

From  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  pre- 
ceding order,  viz $14,415,263  00 

Deduct  amount  of  estimated  income,  as 
stated  on  pas;e  33,  City  Document,  No.  29, 
1874 .^.. 2.728,850  00 

Wc  have  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion, viz 511,686,413  00 

To  raise  this  amount  o£  $11.68li,413 -will,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
require  a  gross  tax  of $12,037,005  00 

From  which,  deducting  tlie  amount  wliich 
will  not  be  paid  into  the  treasui-y  within 
the  financial  year,  say 3.50,592  00 

We  have  the  balance  required,  as  provided 
on  page  15 $11,686,413  00 


An  Order  laying  a  Specific  Tax  to  defray  the  Ex- 
penses of  the  Cit^  of  Boston  and  the  County  of 
Suffolk  for  the  1- inancial  Year  1874-75 ;  also,  to 
pay  the  State  Tax. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twelve  million  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  and  five  dollars  be  raised 
on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  this  city,  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of  Suffolk  during 
the  financial  year,  which  will  commence  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1874,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of 
April,  1875;  also,  the  tax  assessed  by  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year'l874. 
The  orders  were  severally  read  once. 

ELECTION  OF  SUPEEIMTENDENTS  OF  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  candidates  for  superintend- 
ents of  bridges,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  election  of  the  foUowing'-named  persons  as 
superintendents  of  the  bridges  mentioned : 

Federal-street  Bridge — Jacob  Norris. 

Dover-street  Bridge — Angus  Nelson. 

Chelsea-street  Bridge — Edward  T.  Stowers. 

Meridian-street  Bridge— Reuben  B.  Wendell. 

Granite  Bridge — Albert  O.  Hawes. 

Neponset  Bridge — John  (ilavin. 

Broadway  Bridge — John  C.  Poole. 

Mt.  Washington  avenue  Bridge — George  H. 
Davis. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  requiring  the  nomina- 
tions to  lie  over  was  susjjended,  and  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  see  the  name  of  E.  B. 
Rankin  is  on  one  of  the  ballots  circulated  as  a 
candidate  for  Superintendent  of  Granite  Bridge. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  is  very  anxious  to 
get  the  position,  but  he  says  he  has  a  better  thing 
and  wants  his  name  withdrawn. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Martin  of  Ward 
7,  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  and  Kimball  of  Ward  C  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  choice 29 

Superintendent  Federal-street  Bridge  —  Jacob 
Norris,  55;  F.  M.  Hughes,  1. 

Superintendent  Dover-street  Bridge  —  Angus 
Nelson,  33;  P'rancis  M.  Hughes,  22. 

Superintendent  Chelsea-1-treet  Bridge — Edward 
T.  Stowers,  54;  E.  B.  Rankin,  1. 

Superintendent  (iranite  Bridge — Albert  O. 
Hawes,  29;  E.  B.  Rankin,  26. 

Superintenileiit  Neponset  Bridge — John  Glavin, 
55;  E.  B.  Rankin  1. 

Superintendent  Broadway  Bridge— John  C. 
Poole,  5G. 

Superintendent  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge 
—George  H.  Davis,  54;  D.  J.  Holland,  1. 

Superintendent  Meridian-street  Bridge — Rueben 
B.  Wendell,  56. 

And  the  gentleman  having  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  were  severally  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Council. 

THE  BURRILL  CL.\IM. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  repoit  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  Burrill  that  his  claim  to  be  compensated 
for  services  in  pi ocuring  credits  upon  the  quota 
of  the  city  in  1864,  may  be  referred  to  three  disin- 
terested persons  to  be" appointed  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  The  committee  report  that  the  C  ity  Coun- 
cil has  no  authority  to  bind  the  city  to  pay  the 
aw.ard  of  arbitrators  on  said  claim,  and  they  re- 
commend that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accei)ted. 
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ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Whistoii  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  a  report  on  petitions  of  Com- 
pany D,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  aimory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  D,  First  Battalion 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  Min'ot  Hall,  corner  of 
Springfield  and  Washington  street--,  be  discon- 
tinued from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1874;  and  that  the  suih  of  one  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory 
now  occupied  by  said  compauy  at  the  corner  of 
Howard  and  Washington  streets,  beginning  on  thp 
first  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1874,  and  continuing  un- 
til otherwise  ordered ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  $500, in 
furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  D,  First  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  M'  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Har- 
vard and  Washington  streets ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

THE  CITY  SOLICITOR'S  REPORTS. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — I  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  Che  vote  accepting  the  report  of  the  Com- 


mittee on  Ordinances,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  dis 
pense  with  the  seri-annual  report  of  the  City  So- 
licitor. I  ^\■ish  to  have  the  report  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  as  the  Conimittee 
on  Printing  have  some  suggestions  to  make  which 
were  not  entertained  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sprngue  of  Ward  4  the  report  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

PROPOSED   EXTENSION  OF  COLUMBUS   AVENUE. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
probable  expense  of  extending  Columbus  avenue 
at  its  southerly  end  to  Tremont  street,  upon  a  line 
indicated  upon  a  plan  in  the  City  Surveyor's  office ; 
also,  the  expense  of  extending  the  same  in  a  more 
westerly  direction  from  its  present  southerly  ter- 
minus to  such  point  of  Parker  street  as  said  board 
shall  deem  most  expedient. 

On  moton  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    1(>,    1874. 


The  re<rnlar  weekly  meeting  of  the  Boanl  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  Aldeiiiian 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

I'ETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  KEFFRRKD. 

To  the  Coinmitlee  on  I'tivhig.  Martha  and  Car- 
oline A.  Sumner,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
(\)ttage  street  (Ward  Ki). 

Augustus  Stevens,  Sniitli  &  Walker  and  Aratus 
K.  Pratt  and  Benjamin  Jones--,  for  leave  to  sprinkle 
certain  streets  in  the  city. 

.John  ,7.  Williams,  for  abatement  of  certain  side- 
walk assessments  on  Silver  and  Athens  streets. 

.lacob  lileiler,  Susan  Crowley,  Michael  M.Crane, 
Jacob  Heinz,  Francis  Woods,  Patrick  Kelley,  .Ja- 
cob Ivnapp,  Catharine  Baker,  for  grade  damages 
on  Ruggli's  street,  and  .Joseph  Streck,  for  same  on 
Cabot  street. 

To  t/w  ('o)nmittee  on.  HcaHIi  on  tlic  Port  of  the 
lioartl.  (ieorge  Holden,  remonstrance  against 
erection  of  stable  l)y  William  Bennett  &  Co.,  .'W2 
Commercial  street. 

.James  F.  Hill,  to  occupy  an  iron  stable  for  sixty 
horses  on  Atlantic  a\  enue,  near  the  market  stan(i. 

Abel  Hnriington,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
ftfleer  additional  horses  on  corner  of  Washington 
and  Market  streets.  Ward  19. 

T.  R.  Ivelwin,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  I'hurch  street,  250  feet  from  Brooks 
s;treet. 

Lewis  F.  Seavy,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
twenty  horses  on  Paris  street,  between  Marion 
and  Brooks  streets. 

Henry  T.  Bowers  et  n/.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  stable  on  Vinton  street. 

M.  Dirnan  &  Co.,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses  on  Howard  avenue. 

John  Christie,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  702  Fifth  street. ' 

David  McHowell,  remonstrance  against  erection 
of  a  stable  at  41  Milford  sti'eet. 

To  the  Johit  Coiiunittee  on  Common  ami  Public 
Grounds.  Daniel  B.  Hodgkins  et  (il .,  citizens  and 
taxpayers  of  Ward  1,  that  the  parcel  of  land  situ- 
ated in  Ward  1,  between  Princeton,  Prescott  and 
Saratoga  streets,  be  purchased  and  laid  out  by  the 
city  as  a  public  park. 

To  the  Coinmittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Jiuilflinf/s.  Henry  Walcott,  to  erect  wooden 
buibling  on  Fourth  street,  corner  of  D  street,  be- 
yond the  legal  dimensions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Hoard.  Oiis  Dewey,  trustte.  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  from  the  Alger  estate  on  Dorchester  street, 
near  ihe  Old  Colony  Railroad,  in  1H69. 

UNFINISHED   IJUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  the  following-named  parties  for 
grade  damages  in  Brighton  :  John  Leimard,  Wash- 
ington street,  $500;  C'hailes  Dana.  Wa'-hington 
street,  .t' 400;  Edniun<l  Rice,  Ijincoln  street,  V200; 
Stephen  Brooks,  Chestnnt-Hill  avenue,  $220  35; 
Samuel  Beck,  Cambridge  street,  if  4.'!  53;  Richard 
Moiley,  Market  street,  $337  50;  Samuel  R.  Per- 
kins, M.arket  street,  $715  (iO;  liutchers'  Slaught- 
ering and  Melting  Association,  Market  .'treet. 
.f(J7(i.      Severally  passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  Atlantic  avenue  to  a 
part  of  Broad  street.     I'assed. 

Order  to  pay  Eliza  A.  Parknian  and  others 
§4452  26  for  Fianklin-street  damages.     Passed. 

PAI'FRS    FROM    THE   COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Highland  Street  Railway.  Company 
I.  Second  Infantry,  Martin  Hayes,  Jonathan  Stone. 
Ivory  LittleliehU  Abel  Harrington,  (ieorge  B. 
Davis  et  at.,  .1.  F.  Blackinton  et  at.,  Company  H, 
Ninth  Infantry,  severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  Street  Comnii:;sioners  to  report  the 
estimated  cost  of  extending  Columbus  avenue  in  a 
southerly  or  southwesterly  direction.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Keport  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Charles 
Burrill,  that  his  claim  be  submitted  to  arbitration. 
Accept  'd. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
th;>t  it  is  inexpeilient  to  allow  the  ordinance  re- 
quiring semi-annual  reports  from  City  Solicitor, 
came  up  recommitted.    The  Board  concurred. 


The  report  and  order  to  hire  for  five  years  the 
building  >i().  .30  Pemberton  square,  at  $.3000  jier 
annum,  for  city  offices,  came  up  recommitted, 
together  with  a  proposed  substitute  to  hire  rooms 
in  iS'iles  Block.    The  f5oard  concurred. 

The  order  recpiesting  Committee  on  Streets  to 
<onfer  with  officers  of  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  in  relation  to  the  convey- 
ance of  the  land  belonging  to  the  city,  southerly 
of  Eliot  street,  including  the  lot  used  as  a  rear 
passageway  to  the  Primary  Schoolhouse  on  Tenny- 
son street,  and  report  the  price  at  which  it  would 
be  advisable  for  the  city  to  dispose  of  said  land  as 
a  site  for  a  building  for  said  association,  came  up 
amended  by  adding  after  the  wonl  association  "or 
other  parties."    The  Board  concurred. 

The  order  recjuestnig  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  to  confer  with  the  committees  of  the 
two  branches  on  Police  and  Fire  Commissioners 
on  the  expediency  of  transferring  the  fire  boat 
"William  M.  Flanders"  to  Police  Department,  and 
constructing  another  and  better  boat  for  the  Fire 
Department,  came  up  amended  so  as  to  include  a 
))roposed  transfer  of  the  Quarantine  Boat  "Sanm- 
el  Little"  to  the  Police  Department.  Laid  uptm 
the  t.able  on  ipotion  of  Alderman  Cutter. 

RAILWAY  STATION  AT  ClIESTNUT-HILL  RESERVOIR. 

The  order  authorizing  10.000  square  feet  o^'  land, 
near  Chestnut-Hill  R'servoir,  to  be  granted  for  use 
as  a  site  for  a  passenger  railway  station,  on  the 
terms  set  forth  in  said  order,  wliicli  was  passed  by 
the  Common  Council,  came  up  for  concurrence. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  see  by  the  terms  of 
that  order  that  the  city  is  going  to'  get  anything 
for  this  land.  I  do  not  know  what  inducements 
or  arguments  there  may  be  in  favor  of  this 
thing,  but  the  principle  is'  decidedly  wrong.  I  do 
not  see  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  furni"-h  land 
to  a  railroad  corporation,  unless  something  is  to 
be  paid  for  it.  If  we  do  it  in  this  case  we  will 
have  to  do  it  in  others.  If  the  citizens  want  this 
land  let  them  ])ay  for  it.  We  should  at  least  get 
some  income  for  it.  The  city  should  jjut  a  price 
upon  it,  if  it  is  only  a  dollar  a  year.  I  shall  object 
to  the  passage  of  that  order  until  some  condition 
of  that  kind  is  i)ut  into  it. 

Alderman  Worthingtou — I  think  this  order  is 
right,  and  should  '-e  passed  by  this  board.  This 
land  is  located  r)n  the  Boston, "Hartford  &  Erie,  or 
what  is  now  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
way, near  the  reservoir.  It  is  at  the  corner  of 
thirty  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  can  I'.e  of  no  jjossible  use  to  thecity.  The 
proprietors  of  est,>tes  in  the  vicinity  are  desirous 
of  having  a  dei)ot  there.  There  was  a  depot  there, 
formerly,  hut  it  has  been  smashed  to  pieces,  ancl 
now  it  is  proposed  for  the  city  to  furnish  the  land 
for  another  one.  We  h.ave  spent  $150,000  in  building. 
and  are  now  spending  nearly  $18,000  a  year  to  keep 
the  driveway  around  the  reservoir  in  order.  That 
money  was  sjient  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of 
lioston,  and  this  site  is  on  the  corner  of  that  land. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  public  parks,  and  if  we 
want  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  go  to  them,  we 
ought  to  give  them  the  privilege  of  stoi)i)ing  ujioii 
land  of  tlie  city.  We  have  already  pas.^ed  an  or- 
der looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  public  park, 
and  that  site  is  the  finest  we  can  have  in  the  cit>- 
for  such  a  park.  It  is  jierfex^tly  right  that  the  city 
should  give  the  u^e  of  this  land.  A  good  depo"t 
will  be  put  there  which  will  be  an  ornament  to  the 
localitv,  and  a  great  advantage  to  the  citv  of 
Boston.  We  have  laid  out  $2,900,000  f()r  ;i 
reservoir  and  $100,000  for  a  drivcwav,  and 
are  spending  from  $15,000  to  $20,000  annually  to 
keep  It  in  order.  An(l  what. is  it  for?  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  water,  or  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  ?  I 
say  we  are  spending  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Bo- ton.  We  have  but  one  thing  to  give 
th-^m,  and  that  is  thi-;  depot,  that  the  citizens  may 
have  a  plare  .at  which  to  stop  when  they  go  there. 
I  hope  this  Board  will  give  this  land— it  is  not 
giving  the  land,  but  allowing  the  neighbors  to  use 
it,  and  luit  a  depot  there  as  part  of  the  rent  for 
the  use  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  It  is  a  fair  way 
to  do  business,  an<l  the  citizens  there  should  nor 
be  treated  illiberally. 

Alilermau  Peters— There  is  one  thing  which  the 
committee  who  visited  this  vicinity  do  not  under- 
stand. I  see  the  citizens  have  the  right  tp  take 
the  land  at  the  same  average  jirice  for  which  the 
adjoining  lands  may  be  sold.  This  land  is  in  a 
corner,  with  the  railroad  on  one  side  and  a  wide 
street  on  the  other.  If  sold  separately  this  land 
would  be  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  any  other 
part. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  would  inquire  if  the  Alder- 
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man  from  the  Highland  District  has  visited  this 
locality. 

Alderman  Worthington— Many  times.  I  know 
every  inch  of  the  land.  I  have  been  out  there 
many  more  times  than  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
has.  Money  has  been  spent  there  like  water.  I 
do  not  like  the  clause  in  the  order  referred  to,  and 
I  do  not  believe  in  putting  in  any  such  restrictions 
upon  the  city  in  the  lease. 

Alderman  "Cutter— This  is  an  improper  order. 
The  Water  Board  has  supreme  control  over  that 
land,  for  this  Board  has  (lelegated  it  to  them.  It 
is  for  them  to  say  whether  this  land  shall  be  en- 
croached upon.  This  matter  has  been  before  the 
AVater  Board  for  the  last  two  years,  and  they  have 
looked  into  it.  If  this  Board  desires  to  allow  that 
land  to  be  used  so  as  to  depreciate  the  property 
there,  the  Water  Board  will  not  resist  it.  As  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  17  has  said,  it  is  the  best 
part  of  the  land,  and  to  dispose  of  it 
m  this  way  will  deprive  us  of  the  chance 
to  sell  the  remainder  advantageously.  The 
Water  Board  And  that  it  will  not  be 
judicious  to  allow  this  land  to  be  encroached  upon 
in  this  manner.  If  we  buy  any  land  we  have  to 
pay  a  high  price  for  it,  and  I  do  not  see  Avhy  the 
citizens  tliere  should  not  i)ay  a  fair  consideration 
as  well  as  the  city  cf  Boston.  They  are  abun- 
dantly able  to  do  .so.  As  the  gentleman  says,  we 
have  spent  money  there,  and  it  has  enhanced  the 
value  of  these  places  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
owners  of  property  can  afEord  to  pay  for  this  land. 
In  regard  to  the  expense  of  the  driveway  around 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  T  am  glad  the  Alderman 
from  the  Highland  District  has  alluded  to  it.  It 
reminds  me  of  the  expense  of  laying  out  a  park 
and  keeping  it  in  order,  and  I  hope  he  will  think 
of  that  before  he  votes  for  a  jjark.  I  think  this 
Board  should  visit  the  locality,  look  at  the  land 
and  see  what  an  injury  the  city  will  receive  by 
pa'ising  this  order. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  it  must  be  apparent 
to  this  Board  that  the  principle  involved  in  this 
transaction  is  all  wrong.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  alludes  to  the  expenditure  on  the  reser- 
voir and  the  driveway;  lie  must  know  that  we 
expect  to  get  that  back  in  the  income  from  water 
rates.  But  what  has  that  got  to  do  with  the  city 
of  Boston  furnishing  people  with  facilities  for 
going  there?  We  might  as  well  furnish  a  rail- 
road as  give  the  land  for  a  depot.  It  is  public 
property  and  cannot  be  appropriated  for  private 
uses.  As  I  said  before,  the  principle  is  wrong; 
whether  we  have  the  right  to  give  it  or  not,  thei  e  is 
no  reason  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  lease  this 
land  to  anybody  for  nothing.  We  might  just  as 
well  build  a  railroad  there  as  give  the  land  for  the 
depot.  This  matter  bids  been  before  the  City 
Council  a  long  time,  and  I  iloubt  whecher  the  Gov- 
ernment has  ever  done  any  such  thing.  The  citi- 
zens should  pay  for  the  land;  the  city  has  had  to 
pay  dearly  for  all  the  land  it  has  bought  there. 
If  It  is  not  proper  for  the  city  to  sell  the  land,  we 
can  lease  it,  an<l  until  some  price  is  tixed  I  shall 
object  to  the  order. 

Al'Jerman  Hall— As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  C 
says,  there  are  some  doubts  whether  we  have  the 
right  to  lease  this  land,  and  as  this  Board  is  not 
conversant  with  the  facets,  in  order  that  we  may 
have  time  to  see  whether  tlie  proposed  action  is 
proper  or  not,  I  move  that  the  order  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

ELECTIONS  OK  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  report  nominating  superintendents  for  th« 
several  bridges  and  certificates  of  election  of  said 
superintendents,  by  the  Common  Council,  were 
considered. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  tne  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  and  Aldermen  Power  and  Bige- 
low  were  ajtpointed  a  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

Superintendent  of  Kederal-street  Bridge— Jacob 
Xorris,  12. 

Superintendent  of  Doveixstreet  Bridge — Francis 
M.  Hughes,  1 ;  Angus  Nelson,  11. 

Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge— Ed- 
ward T.  Stowers,  12. 

Superintendent  of  (iranite  Bridge— Albert  O. 
Hawes,  12. 

Superintendent  of  Neponset  Bridge  —  .John 
Glavm,  12. 

Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge— John  C. 
roole,  12 


Sui)erintendent  of  Mount  Washington-avenue 
Bridge— George  H.  Da^s,  12. 

Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge — Reu- 
ben B.  Wendell,  12. 

Anil  the  gentlemen  receiving  a  majority  of  votes 
were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

The  rejiort  nominating  as  W^eighers  and  Inspec- 
tors of  Ballast,  Edward  Hatch,  Inspector-in-Chief, 
and  John  Kenny,  George  Faulkner  and  Abijali  R. 
Tewksbury,  Ass  stant-Iuspectors,  and  certiflcat3 
of  elections  of  said  W'eighers  and  Inspectors  by 
the  Conunon  Council,  were  considered.  The  Board 
proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Cutter  and  Emery 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Edward  Hatch.  luspector-in-Chief 12 

.John  Kenny 12 

Abijah  R.  Tewksbury 12 

George  Kaulloier 12 

and  they  were  declared  elected,  in  concurrence. 

REPORT  OF  MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Alderman  Harris  pi-esented  the  ninth  annual  re- 
port of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
Ijriuted. 

Office  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,] 
(  haklestown  district,  boston, 

March  10,  1874. 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston -The 
act  to  unite  the  city  of  Charlestown  with  the  city 
of  Boston  continues  the  Mystic  Water  Board  as  a 
separate  organization,  under  the  direction  of  the 
City  Council  of  Boston,  until  the  said  City  Council 
shall  determine  to  unite  it  with  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  of  Boston.  And  as  no  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to 
change  or  modify  the  rules  adopted  by  the  City 
Council  of  Charlestown  for  the  government  of  the 
board,  they  have  continued  on  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties  as  if  the  ordinance  of  the  city  of 
Charlestown  was  in  full  force.  And  as  one  of  its 
lequireinents  made  it  the  duty  of  the  board,  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  March,  annually,  to 
present  to  the  City  Council  a  report,  con- 
taining J  statement"  of  the  condition  of  the 
water  works  and  of  the  lands  and  other  property 
connected  therewith,  with  an  account  of  all  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  with  such  information  or 
suggestions  as  they  may  deem  important,  we 
have  made  up  and  now  respectfully  submit  to  the 
<  ity  Council  of  Boston  the  ninth  annual  report  of 
the  Mystic  Water  Board. 

The  "Superintendent,  whose  report  is  hereto  an- 
nexed, makes  the  statement  that  the  works  are  all 
in  good  order,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  this  statement  is  correct. 

The  shores  of  the  lake  have  been  carefully 
looked  after,  and  are  in  good  condition  generally. 
A  small  purchase  of  land  was  ma<le  last  summer 
to  straighten  a  line,  and  the  materials  have  been 
collected  and  preparations  made  for  completing 
the  improvement  on  the  westerly  side,  referred  to 
by  the  Superintendent.  AiTang"enieiits  have  also 
been  made  for  a  better  protection  of  the  easterly 
shore. 

For  reasons  referred  to  by  the  .Superintendent, 
the  conduit  has  not  been  as  thoroughly  examined 
this  year  as  usual,  but  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  it  is  in  good  order. 

Everything  about  the  engine  house  is  in  a  satis- 
factory condition,  and  all  three  of  the  engines  are 
ill  the  "best  working  order.  Engines  Nos.  1  and  2 
have  been  completelj'  overhauled  and  thoroughly 
repaired,  the  first  at  an  expense  of  .$258115,  and 
the  other  of  $3815  21.  No.  3  has  also  been  taken 
down  and  adjusted  by  and  at  the  expense  of  Mr. 
Worthingtou  the  builder.  We  think  we  can  safe- 
ly say  that  the  engines  were  never  in  better  condi- 
tion." The  work  they  have  done  during  the  year,  the 
quantity  of  coal  consumed  and  other  information 
of  interest  in  this  department  is  given  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent.  We  recommend  an 
enlargement  of  the  coal  shed  connected  with  the 
engine  house,  which  can  be  done  with  a  moderate 
expense,  as  a  portion  of  the  walls  are  already  built. 

The  force  main  has  shown  no  signs  of  weakness, 
and  is  without  doubt  in  good  condition ;  but  with 
only  a  single  line,  a  break  would,  for  a  short  time, 
cause  some  trouble  and  inconvenience,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  spare  pipes  are  on  the 
ground  ready  for  use  in  case  of  need.  For  this 
reason  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  second  line  is 
needed  and  should  soon  be  constructed. 

The  reservoir  and  grounds  have  been  well  kept 
up,   and    all    needed    repairs  attended   to;  and  we 
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know  oX  no  liability  to  any  considerable  expense 
there.  An  improvement  "tan  be  made,  we  think, 
by  the  construction  of  a  roadway  over  the  line  of 
force  main  leading  directly  from"  the  reservoir  to 
the  engine  house,  and  discontinuing  the  present 
roadAvay,  provide<l  an  even  exchange  of  lands  can 
be  made  for  the  purjjose;  and  as  the  change  will 
be  so  clearly  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  it  will, 
without  doubt,  be  soon  effected. 

The  new  thirtv-inch  cement  sup])ly  main  has  re- 
quired but  littte  attention  during  the  year,  and 
the  only  break  of  any  importance  in  the  twenty- 
four-inch  iron  main  was  repaired  with  but  little 
inconvenience  and  expense. 

The  recommendation  of  the  board,  made  in 
their  last  report,  that  the  Construrtion  account 
should  be  closed,  and  the  cost  of  the  extension  of 
new  mains  and  service  pipes  be  charged  in  the 
Maintenance  account,  an(t  defrayed  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  water,  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
and  all  the  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  so 
charged.  And  the  Construction  account,  which, 
when  the  last  report  was  made,  stood  at  .$1,461,- 
259  41 ,  has  been  reduced  to  the  amount  for  which 
bonds  were  authorized,  namely,  $1,460,000.  The 
difference,  .'$1259  41,  has  also  been  charged  to 
Maintenance  account,  and  included  in  our  state- 
ment of  the  expenses  for  the  year. 

Copv  of  Maintenance  account  for  the  vear 
1873: 

Paid  for  salaries $4,300  00 

Printing,  advertising  and  stationery 423  32 

Labor,  tools,  materials  for  repairs,  contingen- 
cies     12,628  81 

Clerk  hire 1,32"  .51 

Shoprent 400  00 

$19,079  64 
Extension   and   repairs  of  service 

pipe gll ,24!)  S3 

Extension  and  repairs  of  mains 15,436  43—  26,686  26 

Amount    transferred    by   order   of 

CitvCouncil  from  Construction 

account 1 ,259  41 

Pumping  service. 

Fuel $34,435  47 

Repairs,  oil,  tallow  and  tools 5,916  04 

Pay  of  engineers  and  firemen 7,.513  25— $47,864  76 

jiS4,890  07 
Credit. 
By  amount  received  for  return  premium  on 

insurance  policies $126  99 

$94,763  08 
Coal  on  hand  .Ian.  1,  1874—904  tons. .  $7,H55  7^ 
Jan.  1,  1873—4.50  tons 3,825  00 

Which  would  reduce  by  tliis  amount 

the  cost  of  fuel  for  the  year.. . .  $4,030  76 

The  total  water  lates  for  the  year  1873,  as  will  be 
setn  by  the  report  of  the  clerk,  were  .'*217,8]7  45. 
The  same  re]ioit  will  also  show  the  iiumber  of 
water  takers,  the  number  and  kinds  of  fixtures, 
buildings,  etc. 

Included  in  the  exi»ciises  for  the  year  is  the  cost 
of  the  suits  in  regard  lO  tlu'  riglits  of  drainage  at 
Woburn  and  Winchester,  (ommcnced  in  1872,  and 
also  .TiilOOO,  paid  to  the  town  of  Soinerville  in  set- 
tlement for  damages  conseijuent  upon  the  laying 
of  the  new  thirty-inch  main  in  1872.  The  suits  re- 
ferred to  resulted  adversely  to  the  city,  for  the 
reason  that  sulticient  evideiu^e  was  not  produced 
to  prove  that  the  impure  matters  suffered  to  flow 
into  the  streams  running  into  the  lake  actually 
contaminated  the  water  taken  for  use,  or  had  aii 
inevitable  tendency  so  to  do.  But  tlie  court  was 
fully  as  decided,  that  no  jierson  or  cori><)ration 
can  lawfully  corrupt  or  render  impure  the  water 
of  Mystic  Lake,  or  its  tributary  streams,  to  the  in- 
jury or  prejudice  of  others  having  the  right  to 
use  said  water.  In  ot'iei  wards,  those  who  have 
the  right  to  use  said  u  ater  by  virtue  of  th^^  several 
acts  for  sup))lyiiig  Charlestowii  with  water,  havi- 
the  right  to  said  water,  pure,  and  uiicontaniinated  ; 
and  any  detilement  contrary  to  this  right  may  be 
prevented. 

The  amount  of  water  bonds  issued  and 
outstanding  .lanuarv  I,  1874.  w:is  .i?l,40:3,000. 
Of  th^-se  bontis  .*1 16,000  beaiing  interest  at 
six  i>er  i^ent.  will  be  due  in  October  of  the 
present  year,  and  the  ])ayment  of  this  aiiioun. 
will  be  provided  for  from  the  Sinking  l''und,which, 
on  the  12th  of  .lanuarv,  1874,  amounted  to 
S96.620  64. 

On  the  15th  of  July  last,  Hon.  E  Iward  Lawrence 
resigned  his  position  as  a  memlier  of  this  board. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioner.s 
originally  appointed  to  build  the  works,  and  had 
held  the  ofhce  of  I'resident  of  the  Water  Board 
from  the  time  of  its  first  organization,  and  his  ser- 


vices had  been  of  great  value  to  the  city  during  a!l 
that  time.  The  City  Council  acknowledged  the 
fact  in  resolutions  passed  at  the  time  of  the 
resignation,  and  our  records  bear  witness 
to  the  regret  felt  at  his  loss,  an<l  our  high 
esteem  for  him  as  a  man  and  ))ublic  officer. 
Nevertheless  it  seems  pioi)er  that  in  making  this 
report,  we  should  not  forget  to  make  allusion  to 
the  termination  of  so  long  a  service,  performed 
without  pecuniary  compensation,  with  great  ex- 
cellence of  judgment  and  general  faithfulness. 

The  whole  quantity  of  water  del'vered  from  the 
reservoir  during  the' year  was  2,830,80(5,100  gallons; 
the  average  daily  consumption  was  7,755,634  gal- 
lons, an  increase  over  1872  of  989,578  gallons  daily. 

In  making  our  report  we  confine  ourselves  to  the 
\ake  in  its  present  condition,  and  to  its  c^pacitj, 
ivithout  any  considerable  increase  of  expend- 
iture, to  "do  the  work  which  had  been 
expected  of  it  previous  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Charlestowii  to  Boston.  It  has  so 
far  generously  poured  fortti  an  ample  sujjply  of 

food  water,  and  shown  no  signs  of  failure  for'  the 
uture.  What  it  can  do  beyond  this,  is  a  question 
which  the  City  Couucil,  by  its  committees  and  en- 
gineers, have  been  considering  independently  of 
this  board.  But  it  may  be  proper  for  us  to  say, 
that  we  have  believedthat  the  water-shed  of  the 
Mystic  basin  is  sufficient  to  furnish  a  very  large 
quantity  of  water,  and  that  the  character  of  the 
country  within  this  basin  is  such  that  storage  res- 
ervoirs'of  large  capacity- can  be  constructed  at  a 
comparatively  small  expen.'e.  Messrs.  Baldwin 
and  Stevenson,  in  their  report  of  December,  1859, 
say  that  "the  area  of  country  forming  the  drainage 
basin  of  Mystic  Pond  is  thirty-one  square  miles 
exclusive  o'f  the  area  of  the  w'ater  surfaces  of  the 
ponds  and  streams  lyirg  within  the  basin."  This 
statement  includes  the  lower  Mystic  Pond,  and  we 
know  of  no  actual  ?urvey  that  shows  it  to  be  in- 
eorrect.  All  the  estimates  of  the  board  heretofore 
have  been  based  upon  its  accuracy.  W^e  are  firm 
in  the  faith  that  you  have  a  property  of  great  val- 
ue in  the  Mystic'  Water  Works  and  the  grants  to 
the  city  of  Charlestown  for  a  supply  of  pure  water. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Timothy  T.  Sawyer. 

Francis  Chii.ds. 

Nelson  Bartlett. 

Thaddeis  Kichabdsox. 

Francis  Thompson. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  and 
4.he  Sujjerintendent,  appended  to  the  above,  th,e 
following  facts  are  gleaned. 

There  were  supplied  with  water  in  1873,  as  fol- 
lows : 

.Sx  S  ^  .       ^?"  £ 

Charlestown . . .  4,681  7,610  336  63  312 

Chelsea 2,780'  3,678  163  22  118 

Somerville 2,261  2,9.55  .57  21  228 

East  Boston  ...   3,2,35  5,839  262  45  177 

K-verett 284  326  4  5  36 

TotHl 13,241  20,408  822         156  871 

The  amount  of  receipts  has  been  as  follows : 
Charlestown,  .$90,043  60;  Boston,  .§49.451  70;  Chel- 
sea, .$33,688  42;  Somerville,  .$25,188  20;  Everett, 
.$3335  60;  total,  .$201,707  22;  and  there  was  due  to 
.January  1,  1874,  for  water  rates  of  1873,  .$16,110  23. 
The  average  level  of  the  water  in  the  lake  dur- 
ing the  year  was  9.5  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the 
condiiiti  or  1.7  feet  below  high-water  mark.  Total 
lainfall  for  the  year,  48.6  inches ;  for  seven  months, 
from  .January  to  December,  inclusive,  average 
depth  on  the  overfall,  4  inches  (taken  as  in  previ- 
ous years  on  centre  of  the  crest,  which  is  six 
inches  wide,  but  the  depth  inside  the  crest  was  5I/4 
inches,  wh.ich  is  the  real  dei)th  of  water  flowing 
ovei,  and  from  which  the  calculations  have  been 
made),  which  makes  an  average  daily  waste  of 
29,221,834  galloi'.s.  The  dailv  average  waste  through 
the  tishway  was  1,250,000  gallons.  The  daily  aver- 
age number  of  gallons  delivered  into  the  conduit 
was  8,320,576.  'J hese,  together,  give  a  daily  aver- 
age yield  from  the  lake  of  .38,7!t8,410  gallons.  For 
the  remaining  live  months  there  was  no  waste 
on  the  oveifall.  From  .Juue  1  to  Octo- 
lier  6  (128  days)  the  Avater  lowered  three  feet 
seven  inches.  e(jual  to  a  daily  average  loss 
of  1,827,472  gallons.  There  was  delivered  in- 
to the  conduit  during  this  time  a  daily  aver- 
age of  8,158,282  gallons,  which  gives  a  daily 
average  yield  for  128  days  of  6,;«0,810  gallon.s. 
From  October  6  to  Novemb'er  1   (twenty-tive  days) 
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the  water  rose  3  feet  7  inches,  equal  to  a  daily  av- 
erage gain  of  9,356,585  gallons.  There  was  deliv- 
ered into  the  conduit  dating  this  time  a  daily 
average  of  8,158,282  gallons,  which  gives  a  daily 
average  yield  for  Ave  months  of  11,922,690  gallons. 
From  these  data  it  wiH  he  seen  that  the  daily  av- 
erage yield  of  the  lake  for  the  year  was  as  f Gl- 
ows: 

Gallons. 

Average  yield  for  7  months 38,798,410 

Average  yield  for  5  months Il,!l22,6fl0 

Average  daily  yield  for  the  year 25,360,550 

THE  FUNERAL  OF  CHARLES  SUMNER. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  directed  to 
exclude  all  vehicles,  excejjt  carriages  connected 
with  the  funeral  procession  of  Charles  Sumner, 
from  the  streets  through  which  said  procession 
will  pass,  and  also  from  the  streets  around  the 
King's  Chapel  until  the  funeral  solemnities  there 
are  terminated. 
Passed. 

FROM  THE  PAVING   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, submitted  reports  and  orders,  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  Highland  Street  Railway 
for  lerve  to  lay  track  in  Court  street,  with  connec- 
tions with  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  with  order 
of  notice  for  a  heaiing  of  all  i)arties  interested  on 
Monday,  April  0, 1874,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroael  for 
leave  to  use  track  of  Highland  street  Railway  in 
Shawmut  ai'enue,with  order  of  notice  for  hearing 
of  all  parties  interested  on  Monday,  April  6, 1874, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.    Oriler  passed. 

Reports  (leave  to  \\ithdra\v)  on  petition  of 
Edward  Davenport  for  compensation  for  grade 
damages  on  Melville  aveime;  no  action  necessa- 
ry on  petition  of  A.  F.  Lang  for  compensation  on 
account  of  damage  from  sui face  water;  (leave  to 
withdraw)  <m  petition  of  John  L.  Garaner,  for 
grade  damages  on  Tremont  and  Ferdinand  streets 
—severally  accepted. 

Orders  to  pav  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Wilhelmina  AVeiler,  269  Ruggles  street,  .?100;  El- 
vira Burnham,  52  Regent  street,  .fS-^O;  Wm.  Hv- 
land,  54  Regent  street',  .•j?350;  Robert  Bampton,  289 
Ruggles  street,  5f 287;  Mary  Foley,  126—130  Cabot 
street,  *800;  Theckla  Muhe,  Greene  .street,  AVard 
17,  .$100;  Brookline  Gas  Company,  Cambridge 
street,  Brighton,  .if;i66(;6%;  severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  rebuild  the  bulkhea<l  on  Condor  street, 
near  Meridian  street.  East  Boston,  according  to 
plan  and  specification  drawn  bvthe  City  Engineer. 
Estimated  cost  $1000. 

Parsed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Conmiittee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  set  apart  and  tit  up  a  portion 
of  the  Town  Hall  in  Brighton  for  the  purpofes  of 
a  police  station  for  the  Fourteenth  Division;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  bond  of  Sumner 
B.  White,  constable,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

PROPO.SED  SALE  OF   LAND   ON  FORT  HILL. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  on  Streets  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  seJl  at  public  or  private'  sale, 
pnd  ui)on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may 
deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  the  several 
lots  or  parcels  of  land  owned  by  the  "city,  situated 
and  lying  within  the  Fort  Hill  District,  so  called,— 
the  proceeds  of  said  sales  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury. 
Pas.sed. 

METROPOLITAN    R.  K.  STABLE   ON  BACK  BAT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  granted  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  to  remove  a  building  for 
stable  purposes,  situated  on  Marlborough  street, 
corner  of  Parker  street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
extended  to  June  1, 1874. 

Alderman  Prescott  desired  an  explanation  of  the 
order  before  it  should  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  explanation  is  that 
they  are  not  prepared  to  move  their  stable  vet. 
They  are  pushing  the  stable  along  as  fast  as  they 
can.  and  if  they  have  to  move  this  building  they 


will  have  no  place  to  put  their  horses.  The  con- 
venience of  the  public  demands  that  this  building 
should  remain  there  three  months  longer. 

Aldennan  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  state,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  if  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  have  not  already 
made  preparations  outside  of  this  stable,  it  is  full 
time  that  they  had  done  so.  They  have  had  some 
five  or  six  months  in  which  to  erect  a  stable  or 
remove  this  building,  and  there  is  no  excuse  for 
its  not  having  been  done.  The  land  is  ready,  and 
the  stable  should  have  been  put  upon  it.  Now 
they  come  here  and  ask  for  the  privilege  of  keep- 
ing this  stable  until  hot  weather  where  it  is  a 
nuisance  to  others.  The  citizens  of  that  neighbor- 
hood came  here  early  last  season,  and  petitioned 
that  that  stable  be  removed,  to  which  the  Metro- 
polHan  Railroad  remonstrated.  They  have  hired 
land  on  Parker  street,  and  the  building  should 
have  been  removed  before  this.  Now  they  ask 
that  the  time  be  extended.  I  hope  this  order  will 
not  pass.  I  offer  this  explanation  because  I  knoyi' 
something  of  how  the  matters  are  situated  there 
in  regard  to  this  stable. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — I  am  suiisrised  at  the 
gentleman's  remarks.  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  he  did  not  think  a  stable  was  a  nuisance, 
especially  when  located  at  the  South  End.  But 
this  stable  is  over  on  the  Back  Bay,  near  dwelling 
houses,  and  it  may  trespass  upon  'somebody.  The 
Metropolitan  Railroad  have  quite  a  large  amount 
of  business  to  do ;  they  are  building  stables  in 
every  part  of  the  city,  and  they  are  disposed 
to  move  this  stable  as  quickly  as  they  can. 
But  they  liave  not  been  able  to  do  so;  they 
have  not  been  able  to  get  their  stable 
built,  and  I  think  they  should  have  three 
months  longer,  I  do  not  think  it  is  so  great 
a  nuisance  there ;  if  it  is,  how  much  more  of  a 
nuisance  would  be  the  stable  at  South  End, 
referred  to  before,  where  it  would  be  within  17*4 
feet  of  dwelling  houses  of  poor  men.  Those  who 
live  in  the  vicinity  of  this  stable  are  abundantly 
able  to  take  care  oif  themselves.  Tlie  argument  is 
as  good  in  one  case  as  in  the  other.  I  hope  we 
shall  fully  consider  this  order,  pass  it,  and  give 
the  company  a  little  time,  and  not  put  them  to  a 
disadvantage. 

Alderman  Clark— The  fact  as  to  whether  I  am 
in  favor  of  stables  at  the  West  or  South  End  has 
nothing  to  do  Mith  this  case.  I  think  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  for  the  reputation  of  this  Board  if 
members  would  confine  their  arguments  exclu- 
sively to  the  subject  before  them,  and  not  wander 
off  into  irrelevant  matters.  This  stable  stands 
there  today  without  any  permission ;  it  is  by 
sufferance  only.  Parties  have  bought  land  there 
and  have  been  building  around  it,  and  they 
have  asked  that  it  be  removed.  Ample  time 
has  been  given  the  Metropolitan  RaUroad  to  re- 
move the  Dudding  to  a  new  locality, — wliich  they 
have  selected, — and  they  cannot  show  any  reason 
why  it  should  be  allowed  U)  remain  there  until 
midsummer,  nor  why  they  shouhl  not  have  had 
it  removed  before  this  time.  It  is  to  be  placed 
upon  land  which  has  been  reserved  for  them,  al- 
though stables  are  not  allowed  to  be  put  in  that 
vicinity  generally.  It  is  not  more  than  an  eighth 
of  a  mile  from  its  first  location. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be 
l)ressed  today.  I  see  no  necessity  for  so  doing. 
This  location  was  granted  to  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  temporarily,  and  was  selected  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  residents  of  that  vicinity. 
The  time  asked  for  is  not  long,  and  they  will  the'n 
have  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a  lot  for  a  per- 
manent location.  They  cannot  get  along  in  that 
neighborhood  without  a  stable.  The  track  was 
laid  there  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people, 
and  that  the  railroad  company  may  be  equally  ac- 
commodated I  hope  they  w'ill  be  allowed  ample 
time  to  build  a  suitable  stable. 

Alderman  Clark— If  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Com])any  do  not  want  to  run  their  cars  there  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  does,  and  the  residents 
there  do  not  feel  the  slightest  risk  of  being  de- 
piived  of  horse-railroad  accommodations.  And, 
furthermore,  there  is  no  short  route  in  the  city 
which  pays  them  better  than  this  one. 

Alderman  Hall— Can  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way, or  any  other  railroad  company,  mn  their  cars 
there  without  stable  accommodations?  If  they 
use  horses  they  must  have  a  stable.  Let  them 
have  time  this  spring,  when  the  frost  gets  out  of 
the  ground,  to  lay  a  good  foundation  and  erect  a 
good  building. 

Alderman  Clark— I  think  we  all  kno-w  something 
about  the  running  of  horse  railroads.  This  delay 
is  wholly  uncalled  for.     It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
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frost  to  be  out  of  the  ground  for  them  to  put  up 
the  building.  They  do  not  jnopose  to  drive  any 
piles  or  lay  much  of  a  foundation,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  have  done  all  they  in- 
tended to  do  before  this.  I  am  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing horse  railrr  ads  every  facility  for  doing  their 
business.  1  want  them  to  be  treated 
fairly,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
thing  should  be  delayed  longer.  If  the 
building  is  to  be  removed,  let  it  be  done  before 
hot  weather.  That  is  the  ground  I  take.  The 
Btable  does  not  trouble  me,  as  I  do  not  live  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  it.  They  have  received  per- 
mission to  locate  a  stable,  aiid  there  is  no  reai^on 
why.  they  should  be  allowed  to  stay  there  three 
mouths  'onger. 

Alderman  Peters — I  move  to  amend  bv  substi- 
tuting "May  1st"  for  "June  1st." 

Alderman  Clark — I  move  to  amend  still  further, 
by  making  the  time  April  1st. 

On  motion  of  Ahlernian  Prescott,  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  laid  upon  the  table. 

KEGISTRATIOX   OK  VOTEUS. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  City  Document 
No.  34,  being  "An  Act  to  establish  "a  Board  of 
Registrais  of  Voters  of  the  City  of  Boston." 

It  was  sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth,  entitled,  "An  act  to  establish  a 
Board  of  Kegi  trars  of  Voters  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  to  regulate  the  preparation  and  revision 
of  the  voting  lists  in  said  city,"  passed  March  10th, 
1874,  being  chapter  60  of  the  acts  of  1874,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  accepted  by  the  City  Council. 

Read  once. 

PERMITS   KOK  STABLES. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  OrsamuH  Nute,  Adoniram  Curtis,  Adam 
Patterson,  Hugh  Nawn,  .loshua  I).  Whoif,  J.  W, 
Wolcutt,  Mary  E.  Burgess,  Jesse  Smith,  John 
Quirk  and  John  Scates  for  leave  to  occupy  stables. 
Accepted. 

LICENSES. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licences — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  appli- 
cations of  .John  P.  Robinson,  to  keep  intelligence 
office  at  2  Grant  place ;  Thomas  N.  t'aine,  to  ex- 
lii*>it  a  panorama  at  Cnion  Hall,  Charlestown ; 
also  the  applications  of  seventy  newsboys  for 
licenses.    Severally  accepted. 


UEAEIXG    POSTPONED. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  proposed 
construction  of  sewers  in  Dorchester  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  Blake  street,  and 
in  Elm  wood  street,  between  King  street  and  Stony 
Brook,  which  was  assigned  for  this  day  at  4  o'clocfe 
P.  M.,  be  continued  to  Monday  next  at  4  P.  M., 
and  notice  of  such  continuance  be  given  to  all 
parties  interested. 
Passed. 

AiMENDMENT  TO   HACK    KEGCLATIONS. 

Aldermen  Bigelow  called  attention  to  a  tyfo- 
graphical  error  in  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  the 
printed  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, on  page  110,  where  reference  is  made  for 
details  to  section  twenty,  which  should  be  twenty- 
two.  To  make  that  correct  he  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
in  relation  to  carriages,  wagons  and  other  vehicles, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  "twentieth"  in  the  third  line,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  word  "twenty-second." 

Passed. 

BEQUEST   KOR  ADDITIONAL   APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following,  and 
on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance: 

Office  of  Directors  op  Public  Institutions,  I 
Boston,  March  14,  1874.     I 

To  the  HoHorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston: 
Oentlemen — The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions respectfully  request  that  an  additional 
appropriation  of  teii  thousand  dollars  may  be 
made  to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  House  of 
Industry  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  finan- 
cial year.  The  average  number  of  inmates  of  the 
Deer  Island  institutions,  during  the  last  financial 
year,  was  1205,  while  the  average  number  during 
the  present  year  has  been  1311,  an  average  increase 
of  106  persons,  and  the  increase  in  the  item  of 
provisions  alone  for  this  additional  number  has 
been  $11,019  42.  Added  to  this  sum  is  the  amount 
of  $7400,  increased  cost  of  fuel  for  the  institutions 
at  the  islands  over  the  amount  paid  for  the  previ- 
ous year,  making  a  total  of  about  .518,419  as  the 
expense  of  thei-e  two  items  over  the  la>t  financial 
vear.  Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Bradlee,  President. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


COMMON       COUlSrOIL. 


141 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    19,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  TVa  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  Pres- 
ident, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  ,  Samuel  B.  Hodgkins  et  al..  and 
Henry  Walcott',  and  request  of  Directors  of  Pub- 
lic Institutions,  for  additional  appropriation. 
Severally  referred  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions 
for  an  additional  approijriation  of  $10,000.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

THE  PROPOSED    SALE     OF    LANDS    ON    FORT    HILL. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets 
to  sell,  at  public  or  private  sale,  the  several  lots  or 
parcels  of  land  owned  by  the  city  in  Fort-HiU  Dis- 
trict, came  up  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — Unless  there  are  some 
special  reasons  against  it  of  which  I  know  noth- 
ing, and  which  the  Committee  on  Streets  do  know, 
I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  striking  out  the 
words  "or  private." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am,  as  a  rule,  opposed 
to  selling  at  private  sale  any  lands  which  the  city 
may  have  to  dispose  of;  but  this  is  a  special  case, 
which  has  been  before  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
There  are,  in  this  territory,  two  or  three  lots  which 
can  be  sold  at  private  sale  more  advantageously 
than  they  could  be  by  public  auction.  They  are 
fully  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  sell  only  tbese  at  private  sale ; 
the  balance  are  to  be  disposed  of  by  public  auc- 
tion. It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  all  the  lots  should  be  sold  by  public 
auction  except  these  two  or  three. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — In  the  principle  of  this 
thing  I  agree  entirely  with  the  proposition  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  I  think  I  have 
heretofore  fully  expressed  my  opinion  in  regard 
to  these  matters.  Buc  it  seems  to  me  that  if  my 
friend  from  Ward  7  were  to  confine  this  matter  to 
the  lots  to  which  he  refers,  there  would  be  no 
chance  or  reason  for  any  difficulty  from  any 
source.  There  is  a  principle  in  this  thing  which 
onght  to  be  maintained  by  the  City  Government. 
I  nave  no  doubt  that  this  is  intended  to  be  con- 
fined to  these  two  or  three  lots ;  nevertheless  the 
order  covers  the  whole  territory  so  far  as  the 
rights  of  the  city  are  concerned.  Now  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  amend 
the  order  so  as  to  confine  the  private  sale  to  the 
lots  ia  question. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  anticipated  this  dis- 
cussion and  requested  the  Surveyor  of  Public 
Lands  to  send  a  plan  of  that  territory  here,  that 
the  members  of  the  Council  might  see  for  them- 
selves the  location  of  the  lots  which  are  to  be 
sold.  They  are  situated  so  peculiarly  that  the  city 
is  almost  obliged  to  sell  them  to  parties  who  wish 
to  buy  at  private  sale,  in  order  to  realize  anything 
from  them.  I  can  almost  pledge  myself  that  but 
two  or  three  lots  are  to  be  sold  at  private  sale,  and 
they  are  all  very  small  ones. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  satisfied  with  the 
explanation. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — I  think  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  wait  until  we  can  see  the  plans,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (unanimous  permission 
being  given) — It  is  the  wish  of  the  committee  that 
the  lands  shall  be  sold  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  that  they  may  be  taxed  on  the  first  day 
of  May  to  the  parties  who  buy  them. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — The  assessors  very  rarely 
start  out  on  their  work  before  the  first  of  May,  and 
they  will  tax  the  property  to  the  person  in  whose 
hands  they  find  it.  Public  auction  is  the  best  way 
to  give  the  assessors  an  idea  of  what  land  will 
bring.  With  a  good,  fair  day,  and  good  competi- 
tion, they  can  make  a  hard-pan  sale,  from  which 
they  can  get  a  correct  idea  of  what  property  would 
be  worth  to  assess  in  that  neighborhood.  To  sell 
at  private  sale  would  give  them  no  such  idea. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  somewhat  astonish- 
ed at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  for  he  has 


been  an  assessor  himself.  The  property  must  be 
taxed  to  the  owner  on  the  first  day  of  May.  If  the 
city  owns  it  on  that  day  it  cannot  be  taxed  to  an 
individual. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — In  confirmation  of  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  said,  I  desire  to 
state  that  the  Committee  on  Streets  are  of  the 
opinion  that  all  the  land  should  be  sold  by  public 
auction  except  these  lots.  I  think  the  city  has 
lost  by  adheriiie  to  the  rule  in  special  cases. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — According  to  my  recollec- 
tion, there  are  three  lots  which  have  less  than  six 
hundred  feet  each.  They  are  situated  between 
other  lots  and  are  worthless  except  to  the  parties 
owning  the  lots  adjoining  them.  Our  experience 
has  been,  in  years  past,  that  it  is  not  for  the  city's 
interest  to  sell  at  public  auction  in  such  cases.  We 
lost  nearly  two  thousand  dollars  in  one  case  by 
putting  the  land  up  at  public  aucticn ;  the  estate 
was  worthless  to  anybody  but  the  owner  of  the 
adjoining  lot,  and  lie  offered  two  thousand  dollars 
more  than  was  given  at  public  auction.  I  do  not 
think  the  city  will  lose  anything  by  allowing  the 
Committee  on  Streets  to  use  their  judgment  in 
this  matter,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  to- 
night, and  the  sale  be  made  before  the  first  day  of 
May. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Would  it  not  be  satis- 
factory to  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  have  the 
order  passed  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  jjro- 
posed  to  amend  it,  thereby  enabling  them  to  seU 
at  auction  the  greater  part  of  the  lands,  and  then 
let  them  bring  in  another  order  authorizing  them 
to  sell  at  public  or  private  sale  the  small  lots  re- 
ferred to.  Then,  it  seems  to  me,  we  should  adhere 
to  the  important  principle  suggested  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  5.  I  will  therefore  renew  the  amend- 
mend  to  strike  out  the  words  "or  private." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  will  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

TJNFISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  provided  for  the  Union-street  and  Rockland 
primary  schools,  in  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  fill  the  land  on  Canal  street,  in  rear  of 
Harvard  Cemetery,  Ward  22,  at  a  cosf  not  exceed- 
ing $1500.    Passed. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory, formerly  occupied  by  Company  D,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Minot  Hall,  and  to  allow 
f  lOOO  per  annum  for  rent,  and  an  expenditure  of 
$500  for  furnishing  the  armory  of  said  company 
at  the  corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets. 
Passed — yeas  61,  nays  0. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Appropriation  bill  (City  Doc.  No.  38)  for 
1874-75  came  up  in  the  regular  order  among  the 
unfinished  business.  The  Chair  rci^d  the  first  or- 
der, relating  to  the  specific  appropriations,  and 
the  amounts  to  be  appropriated  for  the  several 
departments. 

Under  the  head  of  "New  Schoolhouse  Sites" 
(page  13),  for  which  the  total  is  $162,000,  Mr.  West 
of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  as  follows:  "Gram- 
mar Schoolhouse  in  Everett  District,  Dorchester, 
$30,000." 

Mr.  AVest  of  Ward  16— The  school  board  request- 
ed the  City  Council  to  purchase  the  lot  of  land  ad- 
joining the  present  Everett  School  lot  in  Dor- 
chester, for  a  grammar-school  building.  It  came 
before  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who 
visited  the  location  and  reported  in  favor  of  It. 
When  it  came  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Auditor's  Estimates,  it  was  argued  in  favor  of 
that  particular  lot,  which  need  not  have  been 
done.  Some  of  the  committee  thought  the  price — 
seventy-fiv;  cents  a  foot — was  too  high,  and  it 
was  defeated  by  a  very  close  vote.  I  offer  the 
amendment  that  it  may  be  for  a  site,  that  the 
committee  may  have  power  to  purchase  that  lot  if 
they  see  fit.  This  new  schoolhouse  is  very  neces- 
sary in  that  district :  the  pupils  have  increased 
forty  per  cent,  within  two  years ;  the  present 
building  is  entirely  unsuited  for  the  district ;  the 
city  is  now  paying  $2200  a  year  for  rent  of  private 
dwelling  houses.  I  consider  that  it  is  for  the  in- 
terest ot  the  district  and  the  city  to  purchase  a 
site  this  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  this 
amendment  or  any  other;  but  I  did  not  suppose 
we  were  to  rush  through  this  expenditure  of 
$11,686,413  in  this  hasty  manner.  If  that  is  to  be 
the  order  of  things,  I  think  the  people  had  better 
understand  that  we  come  here  and  within  fifteen 
m.nvites'  time  put  through  an  order  to  appropriate 
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that  amount  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  ensuing  year.  The  gentleman 
rises  here  and  asks  that  an  appropriation  for  his 
or  some  other  district  may  l)e  interpolated.  I  do 
not  object  to  that,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  this  way 
of  doing  business.  If  1  had  supposed  that  any 
amendment  was  to  be  ofEereil,  I  should  have 
offered  two  or  three  before  we  came  to  this  one.  As 
representatives  of  the  peoide  of  Boston,  it  be- 
comes us  to  treat  this  matter  somewhat  with  an 
idea  to  the  question  of  taxation  upon  the  citizens. 
If  I  understand  it  rightly,  and  1  think  I  do,  it  is 
proposed  to  add  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  the  taxes  upon  the  people  this  year,  and,  as 
demonstrated  bv  the  figures  from  the  honorable 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  we  are  to  be  compelled  to 
add  some  two  or  three  dollars  per  thousand  to  the 
rate  of  taxation.  Now,  sir,  instead  of  rushing  this 
matter  through  as  hastily  as  it  has  been  going  on, 
I  think  we  had  better  hesitate,  wait  a  moment  and 
consider  where  we  are  and  where  we  are  to  land. 
This  matter  comes  upon  me  somewhat  suddenly ; 
whether  or  not  the  amendment  offered  by  my 
f riena  from  Ward  16  is  right,  I  cannot  say ;  I  know 
nothing  about  it,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  seven- 
eighths  of  the  members  of  the  Councd  do  not 
know  anything  about  it.  I  say,  let  us  hesitate  be- 
fore finally  passing  upon  these  great  questions  in- 
volved in  the  appropriation  of  eleven  millions  of 
dollars.  ,  .   ^      ,    .  ... 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  stated,  or  intended  to 
state,  that  the  committee  were  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts,  and  I  think  the  members  will 
bear  me  out  in  that.  I  pretend  to  tnow  something 
about  the  afpropriations  for  committees  to  which 
I  happen  to  belong,  and  I  am  wiU'ng  to  trust  other 
committees.  Everv  one  of  these  appropriations 
has  been  examined,  thoroughly  and  carefully,  by 
each  committee,  and  reported  upon  favorably. 
They  have  all  been  before  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee and  examined  again,  and  I  think  that  is  a 
full  answer  to  the  charge  of  hurrying  this  thing 
through.  It  is  not  hurried.  Take  any  of  these 
departments— the  Surveyor's  Department,  for  in- 
stance. They  ask  for  $59,000.  The  committee  re- 
ported favorably  on  it.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it,  but  I  am  perfectly  wUling  to  take  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  who  do  know.  I  cannot  see 
where  the  charge  of  haste  has  any  foundation. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  am  very  glad,  indeed, 
that  my  colleague  proposed  the  amendment  which 
he  did,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  my  friend  from 
Ward  5,  who  is  usually  so  far-sighted  and  liberal 
in  his  estimate  of  matters,  should  have  opposed  it. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  necessary  things  that 
should  be  done  this  year  in  the  Sixteenth  Ward. 
As  my  colleague  said,  the  city  is  now  paying 
between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  a  year 
lor  various  dwellings  adjacent  to  the  present 
school.  The  present  schoolhouse  is  full,  popula- 
tion has  increased  very  rapidly  in  that  vicinity, 
and  it  is  vei-y  necessary  that  some  beginning 
should  be  made  to  accf^mmodate  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. That  I  know  from  my  own  observation  and 
from  consultation  with  the  committee.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  see  the  propriety  of  adopting  the 
amendment,  and  that  my  friend  from  Ward  5  will 
not  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  I  stated  that  I  did 
not  intend  to  oppose  it.  Now,  sir,  we  are  here  to 
appropriate  eleven  mUlions  of  dollars  for  the  cur- 
rent expenditures  of  the  government.  I  say  it  is 
absolutely  an  enormous  amount;  it  is  not  justi- 
fied; I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary.  I  have  heard 
it  from  people  in  all  departments  of  life  that  the 
expenses  of  the  city  ol  Boston  are  enormous.  I 
do  not  mean  the  expenditure  for  educational  pur- 
poses, but  for  the  erection  of  new  buddings.  In 
this  city  no  buildings  are  erected  which  do  not 
cost  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  contract 
price.  I  am  speaking  of  the  principle  of  this 
thing,  not  of  this  little  amendment;  I  do  not  care 
whether  that  is  accepted  or  rejected.  But  this  is 
the  only  occasion  1  have  had  to  speak  upon  the 
question,  and  I  here  declare  my  sentiments  on  the 
subject.  A  very  large  amount  which  apparently 
goes  for  purposes  of  education  is— I  will  not  say 
squandered,  sir,  but  is  spent  in  extravagance  and 
in  extraordinary  contracts  made  for  the  building 
of  schoolhouses,  where  almost  two  millions  have 
been  appropriated  already,  and  now  my  friend 
proposes  to  add  thirty  thousand  more.  I  do,  how- 
ever, propose  to  call  attention  to  this.  I  am  not 
one  of  the  Finance  Committee ;  I  am  not  one  of 
any  committee  called  upon  to  agree  to  any 
amount  of  expenditure,  except  two  which  have 
charge  of  minor  matters — nothing  which  has 
the  expenditure   of  anything  like  this    amount 


for  schoolhouse  sites;  I  only  called  attention 
to  It— not  expecting,  sir,  by  any  word  of  mine  to 
correct  it,  but  simply  adhering  to  a  principle 
which  I  believe  is  correct,  that  economy  should  be 
practised  when  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston  is 
now  almost  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  when  we 
are  paying  upon  it  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  sir. 
than  we  c-an  afford.  Now,  sir,  let  us  look  to  econ- 
omy a  little  and  not  rush  through  these  appropri- 
ations rashly.  Let  us  consider  w  hether  we  are 
right,  whether  it  is  expedient  for  us  to  pa^s  in 
favor  of  these  enoi-mous  expenditures  without 
considering  every  one  of  them  seriatim 

Mr.  West  of  W  ard  16—1  feel  that  a  word  is  due 
here  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  says  the  school  ex- 
peiKiitures  are  enormous.  They  are.  But  he 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  City  Council  has  not 
the  first  word  to  say  about  the  first  item,  except 
to  come  here  and  vote  it  or  refuse  it.  The  fii^t 
item  is  for  salaries  of  teachers,  §1,256,600  I  be- 
lieve the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  got  posted  up  as  well  as  they 
c.-^uld  be  expected  to  be.  The  city  of  Boston 
has  a  good  school  system,  as  good,  certainly,  as 
there  is  in  the  country.  If  we  have  defi- 
ciencies in  school  accommodations,  they 
must  be  met.  The  system  is  growing  by  immigi  a- 
tion  and  by  annexation.  We  must  budd  new 
schoolhouses,  and  it  is  the  poorest  kind  of 
economy  to  build  cheap  budaings.  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  that  the  expenditures  are  astonish- 
ing, but  I  cannot  see  how  you  can  avoid  them 
Every  time  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
are  asked  to  look  into  the  matter  they  thoroughly 
discuss  it,  and  never  recommend  anything  unless 
they  think  it  is  necessary,  so  far  as  1  know? 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19-  When  this  matter 
came  up  before  the  Committee  on  Estimates,  from 
the  representations  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
16,  that  there  was  no  pressing  necessity  for  this 
schoolhouse  this  year,  I  voted  against  the  ap- 
propriation, thinking  that  we  were  already 
heavily  burdened  with  the  absolute  neces- 
sities of  the  year.  But  since  that  meeting, 
sir,  I  have  learned  from  competent  authority 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  taking  some  site 
for  a  schoolhouse  in  that  vicinitv,  that  the  dis- 
trict IS  poorly  accommodated,  and  I  believe,  from 
the  information  that  I  have,  that  it  will  be  econo- 
my to  take  steps  for  purchasing  that  site.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  amount  named  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16  is  too  much  or  too  little ; 
but  I  am  satisfied  that  some  such  appropriation  is 
needed,  and,  no  other  sum  being  mentioned,  I  will 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  will  add  that  the  lo- 
cation which  it  is  proposed  to  buy  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  for  residences  or  any  other  pur- 
poses in  Dorchfister,  and,  even  in  the  depressed 
condition  of  real  estate,  there  is  a  constant  appre- 
ciation of  property  there.  If  the  city  intends  to 
do  anything  this  year,  the  sooner  the  better. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  (unanimous  consent  being 
given)— The  gentleman  from  Ward  19  states  that 
he  voted  against  the  measure  on  the  strength  of 
my  remark,  that  the  matter  was  not  of  pressing 
necessity  this  year.  1  may  have  given  that  im- 
pression. It  arose  in  this  way:  I  was  told  by  the 
local  committee  that  they  needed  the  land  aud 
house  very  much  indeed,  but  they  would  not  be 
too  importunate  and  would  be  t^atisfied  this  year 
with  the  land.  Since  then  they  said  they  wanted 
the  house  this  year.  I  told  them  that  was  an  im- 
possibility. The  best  we  could  do  was  to  buy  the 
site  this  year  and  give  them  the  house  next 
year. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  aud  the  total 
amount  appropriated  for  schoolhouse  sites  made 
$192,000  instead  of  $162,000,  as  named  in  the  origi- 
nal bill. 

The  sections  fixing  the  amount  for  "water  works" 
at  $787,500,  and  for  "water  works,  interest  and 
premium,"  $711,000,  being  considered,  Mr.  Flyuu 
of  Ward  7  asked  of  the  Committee  on  Water  why 
the  two  items  were  not  put  in  together,  and  why 
they  were  separate. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  he  could  not  give  the 
explanation,  but  would  call  upon  the  City  Audi- 
tor, who  was  present. 

City-Auditoi  Turner  (unanimous  consent  being 
given) — The  amount  named  for  "water  works"  is 
the  regular  appropriation  drawn  by  the  Water 
Board;  the  "water  works,  interest  and  premium" 
is  an  appropriation  for  payment  of  the  interest 
and  premium  oii  the  loans  and  on  the  amount 
of  outstanding  indebtedness  which  the  city  haa 
paid    in     ledeeming     loans   which     the    Water 
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"Works  had  no  money  to  redeem  with.  The  Water 
Works  had  not  sufficient  money  to  redeem  the 
loans  with  when  they  became  due,  and  they  were 
paid  OUT,  of  the  funds  of  the  city  proper,  and  there- 
fore the  Water  Works  have  so  mucli  indebtedness, 
outside  of  the  loans,  standing  against  them.  The 
loans,  therefore,  do  not  represent  the  actual  debt 
of  the  Water  AVorks,  but  they  are  charged  with 
the  cost  of  the  works  over  and  above  the  revenue 
derived  from  them. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  inquired  if  this  includes 
the  consolidated  debt  of  both  the  Mystic  and  Co- 
chituate  Water  Works? 

City  Auditor  Turner— No  sir,  it  does  not.  The 
Mystic  Water  Works  stand  independently,  bring- 
ing in  enough  revenue  to  pay  their  own  expenses 
and  place  money  into  the  Sinking  Fund  besides. 

The  items  having  all  been  reail  and  no  other 
amendments  offered,  the  question  was  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  as  amended. 

The  President— This  is  but  another  stage  of  the 
order,  and  the  Chair  would  state,  in  a  matter  of  so 
great  importance,  that  it  is  proper  at  this  time  for 
any  amendment  to  be  made.  Is  the  Council  ready 
for  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  understand  that 
the  Council  has  yet  passed  upon  anything  except 
the  amendment  of   the  gentleman  from  Ward  16. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  understand  it  so  and 
that  the  whole  matter  is  now  open  for  debate. 

The  President— It  is. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Then  I  propose  to  say  a 
word  upon  the  general  question.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  passage  of  the  order  in  its  present  shape.  I  do 
not  suppose  I  shall  make  any  impression  upon,  or 
have  any  influence  with,  the  Council.  If  it  were 
a  matter  of  Ave  thousand  dollars  I  suppose  it 
would  be  debated  a  long  time  ;  but  being  twelve 
millions,  it  will  not  be  debated.  That  is  the  cus- 
tomary way  of  doing  business  here.  Neverthe- 
less, having  been  elected  to  come  to  this  Council, 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  say  what  1  think.  There 
are  some  points  on  which  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  members  of  the  Council  expressed. 
I  And  several  appropriations  for  enormous  expen- 
ditures, and  in  the  first  place  I  propose  to  look  into 
the  matter  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  find  that 
there  is  appropriated  by  this  bill  for  that  depart- 
ment the  sum  of  $751,892,  two  hundred  thousand 
more  than  was  ever  before  appropriated  for  that 
department,  and  a  great  deal  more,  sir,  than  was 
ever  appropriated  ui  til  last  year.  I  do  not 
undertake  to  say  whether  that  is  right  or  not, 
but  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  com- 
mittee whose  business  it  is  to  examine  these  pro- 
posed enormous  expenditures.  1  have  carefully 
looked  over  this  matter  to  see  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done  with  the  money.  I  have  heard — 1  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  correct  or  not,  but  I  presume 
my  friends  in  the  committee  can  state  whether  it  is 
—that  it  is  proposed  to  cut  down  the  pay  of 
the  firemen,  and  notwithstanding  that  fact 
there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  appropria- 
tion. I  have  no  doubt  that  annexation  has 
rendered  an  additional  appropriation  neces- 
sary, but  I  have  yet  to  learn  how  all  this  money 
is  to  be  appropriated.  I,  and  I  think  that  others, 
want  to  know  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent,  and 
I  believe  we  have  a  right  to  a  detailed  statement 
of  where  this  money  is  to  be  placed,  if  we  are  to 
pass  upon  it.  I  find  also  very  large  amounts  ap- 
propriated for  water  works ;  they  may  be  right  or 
not.  We  have  a  right  to  ask  for  a  detailed 
statement  from  the  heads  of  departments  as 
to  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent.  As  a 
common-sense  business  man,  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  proper  question,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  vote  for  this  bill  until  I  see  some  state- 
ment of  this  kind.  I  may  not  get  it,  but  I  think 
the  suggestion  that  the  heads  of  departments 
should  make  this  statement  is  a  reasonable  one. 
1  have  no  purpose  but  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
people.  When  I  find  that  the  debt  of  the  city  is 
so  enormous  ;;When  I  find  the  City  Treasurer  at  the 
State  House,  stating  that  he  is  compelled  to  pay 
an  enormous  rate  of  interest  for  money,  I  think  it 
behooves  us  to  see  whether  we  cannot  curtail 
some  of  the  expenses.  This  is  no  foolish  whim, 
but  it  comes  from  suggestions  made  by  taxpayers. 
Until  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  that  these  expendi- 
tures are  proper  to  be  made,  and  until  1  see  some 
evidence  of  where  the  money  is  to  be  placed,  I  do 
not  propose  to  vote  for  this  appropriation  of  near- 
ly twelve  millions,  even  if  I  stand  alone.  I  hav6 
no  doubt  that  the  competent  committees  here 
are  able  and  willing  to   do  all  they  can  to  bring 


to  the  attention  of  the  people  the  statement  for 
which  I  have  asked — that  is  to  say,  to  the  people 
who  send  us  here— a  statement  of  how  this 
money  is  to  be  placed  in  individual  cases.  We 
have  here  a  gross  statement  of  nearly  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  salaries  for  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Department.  Now,  let  us 
have  a  detailed  statement  of  who  and  what  officers 
receive  this  enormous  amount  of  money,  and  I 
shall  be  as  ready  as  any  individual  member  of  the 
Council  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  this  order  when 
I  shall  have  been  i-atisfied  that  the  money  is  to  be 
appropriated  equitably  and  properly.  The 
Council  is  the  proper  body  to  pass  upon 
this  question,  and  our  voices  should  be 
heard  by  the  people.  These  matters  are 
decided  in  private  meetings  of  committees  or 
boards  of  commissioners,  but  this  body  should, 
in  my  judgment,  finally  pass  upon  the  question 
whether  these  appropriations  are  right.  I  know  of 
no  other  way  to  get  at  the  facts  in  the  case,  so  that 
the  people  may  know  how  their  money  is  applied, 
except  in  the  manner  1  have  proposed,  which  is, 
that  the  honorable  Auditor  shall  receive  from  the 
heads  of  departments  statements  in  detail  to  the 
committees,  and  which  shall  be  passed  over  to  the 
Council  for  examination. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — In  order  to  further 
the  demands  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5, 1 
have  a  word  to  say.  I  want  to  know  what  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  are 
going  to  do  with  $115,000,  and  I  ask  this  in  order 
that  the  people  may  know  where  their  money 
goes.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  a  member 
of  that  committee ;  now,  let  him  set  us  an  exam- 
ple. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  glad  the  gentleman 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  dehne  h-mself ;  he  has 
been  confined  ii,  a  box  long  enough.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Square* 
will  bear  me  out  in  what  I  state  that  I  believed 
that  every  bill  and  appropriation  for  money  should 
be  passed  upon  by  the  committee  itself  and  not  by 
its  honorable  chairman.  Let  him  put  that  in  his 
pipe  and  smoke  it.  Here  I  am  called  up  when  I 
am  not  chairman  of  the  committee  in  one  branch 
or  the  other,  but  I  would  ask  the*honorable  chair- 
man of  that  committee  whether  I  have  not  taken 
that  position  and  tried  to  cut  down  these  expendi- 
tures. If  it  would  be  proper  for  me,  in  my  capac- 
ity as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  take  the 
matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  chairman  and 
make  the  explanation, 1  should  do  f  o;  but  it  would 
not  be  courteous.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  is  satisfied. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  is  satisfied  I  think  we  all  are.  He 
made  a  call  upon  committees  for  a  detailed  state- 
ment, but  when  called  upon  to  give  one  for  his 
committee  he  declined  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— No,  sir. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — He  declines  to  make 
one.  As  1  understand  it,  each  committee  has  had 
this  matter  in  charge  and  has  made  a  statement. 
I  have  confidence  in  other  committees,  and  I  sup- 
pose members  of  the  Council  generally  have  the 
same  feeling. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — As  amendments  are  in 
order,  I  move  that  the  item  of  f  3000  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Common  Council  be 
stricken  out,  and  I  will  give  my  reasons.  When 
annexation  took  place  my  colleagues  and  myself 
were  sent  to  this  Council  chamber  from  Charles- 
town.  We  find  that  you  do  business  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  what  we  did  it  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water.  Over  there  we  made  up  our  estimates, 
and  we  cut  down  all  unnecessary  expenses.  If  we 
had  an  unusually  large  expenditure  we  cut  down 
all  extravagance  in  the  departments.  We  have 
not  done  this  thing  here,  and  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that  this  thing  should 
not  be  rushed  through  so  fast.  Being  a  stranger, 
I  am  diffident  about  getting  up,  but  if  I  had 
been  here  as  long  as  many  other  members, 
I  would  oppose  certain  measures.  There  are 
a  great  many  appropriations  which  ought  to 
be  reduced.  Gentlemen  who  have  been  here 
longer  than  I  have  may  think  differently. 
Coining  here  from  the  suburbs,  as  I  do,  and 
desiring  to  study  economy,  I  think  the  best  way  to 
begin  is  by  saving  that  three  thousand  dollars. 
One  of  the  great  arguments  for  annexation  in 
Charlestown  was  that  our  taxes  would  be  reduced ; 
we  thought  it  would  be  so  much  cheaper  to  be 
connected  with  Boston,  and  that  economy  would 
be  the  rule.  I  think  the  minds  of  very  many  of 
our  people  have  changed.  Now,  sir,  what  is  this 
Contingent  Fund  of  $3000  for?    Gentlemen  who 
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have  been  here  for  years,  who  like  to  display  their 
badges  on  great  occasions,  may  be  able  to  tell. 
AVe  have  a  ccinmittee  out  on  badges  now,  and  I 
am  told  that  one-half  the  three  thousand  dollars 
goes  tor  that  purpose.  I  agree  with  the  gem le- 
man  from  Want  5  that  we  ought  to  be  very  careful 
how  we  make  ai)propriations,  and  that  we  should 
not  pay  $150,000  for  a  schoolhouhe  which  cost  only 
flOO.OCO. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  must  re- 
member that  Boston  is  alargerplace  than  Charles- 
town,  and  it  takes  more  money  to  run  it. 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  know  all  that. 
Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 'Ihe  gentleman  must 
know  that  we  must  trust  the  appropriations  to 
the  special  committees  in  charge  of  them.  If  we 
cannot  trust  our  committees,  we  had  better  give 
up  a  city  government  altogether.  In  regaru  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  20,  th^re  is  no  use  wasting  time  talking 
about  badges.  There  used  to  be  thirty  thousand 
dollars  a  year  spent  in  junketing;  we  got  it  re- 
duced down  gradually,  and  finally  this  system  of 
contingent  funds  was  devised.  I  will  go  as  far  as 
any  gentleman  for  economy,  but  1  thiiiK  that  If  we 
get  along  with  ten  thousanu  dollars  for  contingent 
expenses,  we  ought  to  be  satisfied.  There  are  cer- 
tain expenses  of  members  of  the  Council  which 
should  be  paid  by  the  city. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  state  what  the  expenses  are  ? 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Suppose  I  am  appointed  a 
sub-committee  to  go  to  Brighton  to  look  up  a  site 
for  a  new  schoolhouse.  1  am  not  going  to  walk, 
and  if  the  cars  do  not  run  to  suit  me  I  shall  take  a 
carriage ;  and  if,  when  I  come  back  the  place 
where  I  usually  get  my  meals  is  closed,  I  go  to 
Parker's  and  get  my  dinner,  the  city  pays  the  bills. 
I  do  not  propose  to  run  the  thlnjj ;  but  there  are 
legitimate  expenses  which  the  city  should  pay, 
and  if  we  can  furnish  all  those  expenses  for  iJilO,- 
000  I  will  not  complahi.  Wnea  I  first  came  here  I 
was  surprised  at  the  state  of  affairs,  and  I  have 
steadily  fought  for  economy.  I  trust  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  the  amendment;  1  do  not  see 
how  we  can  get  along  without  that  amount  of 
money. 
.  Mr.  Dacey  of  AVard  20— If ,  when  the  gentleman 
came  here  he  found  things  exCravagant,  1  have  no 
doubt  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  reduce  them. 
According  to  my  view  this  is  an  extravagance, 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  think  scrange 
of  me  for  trying  to  reduce  it.  I  have  i.o  object. on 
to  a  gentleman  having  a  dinner  when  he  does 
work  for  the  city,  but  when  I  find  that  we  appro- 
priate $1500  or  $200^  for  things  that  we  have  no 
use  for,  1  object  to  that.  It  is  ttiis  badge  system, 
this  book  system,  that  I  object  to.  I  cannot  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  have  raised  my  voice 
against  badges  for  four  years,  and  it  is  no  use. 
The  majority  of  the  Councd  will  have  them  and 
we  have  wasted  more  time  about  them  than  the 
plagued  things  are  wortti.  I  do  not  care  anything 
about  badges  and  would  not  give  two  cents  a 
bushel  for  them. 

Mr.  futnam  of  Ward  15  inquired  if  the  whole 
question  was  open  for  amendment  or  discussion. 

The  President — Strictly  speaking,  only  the 
amendment  is  under  consideration,  but  ger  tie- 
men  will  be  allowed  to  discuss  the  whole  question. 
Mr.  Putnam  of  Wafd  15—1  wish  to  speak  on  the 
subject  of  the  Fire  Department  in  answer  to  some 
objections  made.  I  felt  very  much,  sir,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  did,  that  on  questions  of 
this  nature  we  needed  details,  in  order  to  get  a 
general  idea  of  where  the  money  is  to  go.  1  dii 
not  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  into  the  presence 
of  the  terrible  Fire  Commissioners  who  sit 
with  closed  doors  when  I  tried  to.  1  had 
an  hour's  very  pleasant  talk  with  the  chair- 
man of  the  board,  Mr.  Rockwell,  and  I  got  a  very 
clear  idea  of  how  the  money  was  to  be  spent,  why 
the  appropriation  was  so  much  larger  than  usual — 
in  fact  everything  that  any  one  could  wish.  And 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  wishes  it,  he  can 
find  a  written  list  of  the  salaries  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  in  place  of  those, paid  latt  year.  I 
will  not  give  details  new,  because  it  would  not 
be  intelligible,  not  having  the  list  before  us, 
but  it  was  ueifectly  intelligible  to  my  mind  that 
the  increase  was  entirely  proper,  and  was  neither 
too  large  or  ill-judged.  As  to  the  charge  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  that  the  pay  of  the  tire- 
men  was  to  be  cut  down  and  the  money  to  go  to 
higher  officers,  that  seems  to  be  all  i.onsense ; 
there  is  nothing  in  it.  The  facts  aie  that 
the  system  is  to  be  changed  next  year;  there  are 
to  be  a  number   of   permanent   hosemen,  engine- 


men,  etc.,  who  are  to  receive  certain  fixed  ealar 
ries,  and  give  all  their  time  to  the  department, 
instead  of  being  jiaid  a  certain  aiiiuunL  per  uiera 
or  per  annum  whether  they  aetu  l!y  woik  or  not. 
No  injustice  is  done  to  firemen  who'do  their  work, 
but  a  man  v/ho  does  no  woik  wiU  get  no  pay — 
and  so  it  goes  all  through  the  deparcoient,  from 
the  Chief-Engineer  down. 

Mr.  b  lynn  of  Ward  7—1  notice  that  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Fue  Ala  ms  is  to  be  fixed  at 
$2500,  instead  of  $3000  as  hereiofore. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  Ic— That  is  a  perfect  illus- 
tration of  the -lew  !-ystem  a^.opcea.  j  hat  salary 
was  $30iJO  last  year,  and  it  has  been  reduced  be- 
cause the  Superintendent  wa*"  veiy  much  over- 
paid for  the  work  he  did  in  pioportion  to  the  labor 
of  others.  The  Superintendeiu  of  lire  Al  irms  in 
New  York,  who  has  a  greater  amount  of  work  to  do 
and  has  a  larger  taiitory  to  look  nfuer,  gets  oidy 
$2500.  He  has  leceived  he'ie  nearly  as  much  as  the 
superintendents  of  Streets  and  I'ublicLiilnaiy,  an  J 
does  not  do  anything  like  ths  amount  of  woik  and 
is  nothing  like  the  important  per.'onngc  in  City 
HaU  that  they  are.  I  do  not  know  the  gentleman, 
even  by  nam  ,  but  I  do  know  that  his  labois  are 
not  as  arduous  as  tho:-e  peifonned  by  others 
who  have  receive!  the  same  or  only  a  trifle 
larger  salary.  I  could  go  on  at  length  with 
this  kind  of  argument  and  give  more  d5- 
ta  1?,  if  necessary.  Ai  y  gentl  man  famil  ar 
with  the  subject  will,  I  think,  be  satisfied  that  the 
appropriation  is  ko«  .oo  large.  If  the  motion  is  in 
order,  I  would  move  that  the  detaded  list  of  sal- 
aries which  the  Fiie  Commissioners  propo-e  to 
give  f houl  1  l.e  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Council. 
Every  sensil  le  man  would  then  see  that  they  are 
perfectly  pro^.er. 

Mr.  I'lynn  of  Ward  7 — I  desire  to  know  the 
causes  which  led  to  reducing  the  salaries  of  the 
nine  assistants. 

Mr.  i  utnam  of  Ward  15 — I  have  some  data  on 
that  sul  jicr,  al  o.  The  nii.e  asti  tants  have  hith- 
erto beei'.  paid  $5  per  diem;  at  that  rate  a  man  by 
last  year's  Appio..riat  on  bill  got  over  tlCOO.  'Ihis 
new  bill  is  simply  calling  it  $4  per  diem,  which 
will  make,  calculated  per  an:.um,  aVout  ^rliOO. 
Now,  i  ir,  the  ptitons  who  eoriesi^ond  to  these 
assistants  in  jSew  \ork  lecei/e  oily  $130Dp3r 
annum;  fo  itsenus  to  me  tliai,  how  \. ell  toev'er 
they  may  uo  their  duty,  they  receive  more 
pay  than  the  tame  officer.:  in  New  York,  who 
certainly  must  have  more  arduous  labor  to 
peifo.m.  It  has  the  appearance  of  reJucing 
their  salary  down  to  tliOJ  a  year,  but  even 
then  it  is  $100  more  tiian  the  coire.spordiug 
officers  receive  in  New  York.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a 
cutting  down  of  sularie- ,  but  it  i-  economy,  ihey 
receive  more  than  men  ia  New  York.  We  ought 
to  open  oar  eyes  to  the  fact  that  some  men  are 
overpaid  as  well  as  that  some  are  underpaid.  I 
think  if  the  gentleman  wouli  talk  with  the  Fire 
Commissioners  a  few  moments  he  would  be  satis- 
fied. At  any  rate  Le  cannot  object  to  these 
changes  .as  a  measure  of  extravagai.ee;  leductioit 
of  salaries  is  ceitaii.ly  a  measure  of  economy,  if  it 
is  cither. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Although  this  subject  has 
been  bcfo.e  sever;  1  commirtees,  and  has  pasted 
through  the  usu:d  readings  here,  it  is  quite  appar- 
ent that  the  mt mbers  ot  the  Councd  detlieto 
make  afuither  investigation  into  tha  m,atter.  I 
then  fore  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject  be  spec 'ally  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  h;ilf-past  eighi  o'clock. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  ho_  e  the  motion  will  pre- 
vail, because  I  think  it  is  "proper  and  light.  I 
want  to  say  one  worj  now,  while  I  am  up,  which  is 
incidental  to  the  whol?  quesiion.  The  suggestion 
is  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  that  I 
made  a  charge,  i  make  no  t  barge ;  I  only  state  a 
matter  of  fact.  'Ihe  gji.tl  ~man  must  noc  charge 
me  with  talking  nonsense  here.  That  is  his  ■woid. 
I  do  not  comf  here  to  talk  nonsense,  I  come  here 
to  act  and  talk  upon  this  great  question.  It 'S  not 
nonseise.  I  am  not  one  of  that  kind,  and  I  do  i.ct 
travel  in  that  company.  I  hope  this  order  will  be 
postponed.  The  gentleman  from  AVard  15  says  I 
coaM  easily  have  a;cert  dned  the  facls.  Mr.  Pres 
ident,  is  it  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  this 
honorable  Councd,  to  plouga  'around  City 
Hall  to  pick  up  informal  ion  which  we  aro 
entitled  to  have  here?  Is  it  my  duty  to  go 
to  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  bnd  "private" 
on  their  door?  and  is  it  my  duty  to  intrude  upon 
their  privacy?  More  than  thiee times ha\  e  I  been 
to  their  door  and  found  "jjiivatb'  marked  upon  it, 
antl  I  would  not  intiude  my  humble  person  there. 
It  is  ri.i,ht  to  have  those  figures  before  u^^,  and  it  is 
their  duty  to  give  them.    The  honorable  Auditor 
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reports  in  print  on  what  lias  been  submitted  to 
him,  and  anything  I  have  said  does  not  bear  upon 
him.  But  it  does  bear  upon  tlie  commission- 
ers. I  do  not  come  here  to  talk  nonsense,  but  to 
draw  out  facts,  which  may  be  spread  broadcast 
before  the  people.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  what  I 
say  in  this  Common  Council.  I  come  here  not  to 
talk  nonsense,  but  to  do  what  is  my  duty,  and  that 
duty  is  to  look  after  the  best  interests  of  the  city 
of  boston.  I  hope  the  motion  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  12  will  prevail. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  AVard  12  will  not  pre- 
vail. There  seems  to  be  a  little  curiosity  in  re- 
fard  to  what  this  commission  has  been  doing.  I 
o  not  have  any  difficulty.  I  went  by  there  and 
found  "private"  on  the  door.  I  stepped  into 
Chief  Damrell's  office  and  asked  him  if  the  com- 
missioners were  busy,  and  he  replied  at  once,  "No, 
go  right  in."  The  gentleman  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners — 

The  President— '1  he  gentleman  must  confine 
himself  to  the  question  of  postponement. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  simply  intended  to  state 
how  we  might  get  over  this  difficulty.  If  we  are 
going  to  have  every  committee  explain  every- 
thing, we  shall  never  get  through.  1  can  explain 
in  ten  minutes  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent. 
Gentlemen  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  Council 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  salaries.  The  ordinance 
gives  that  power  to  tiie  commissioners.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  with  Iraw  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, or  that  the  Council  will  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Although  these  matters 
have  been  before  the  various  committees,  we  must 
still  acknowledge  their  great  importance,  and  we 
must  recognize  the  right  of  every  member  to  have 
necessary  information  upon  every  subject  before 
the  Council.  We  should,  it  appears  to  me,  shorten 
matters  by  postponing  the  order.  If  it  should  be 
considered  at  length,  it  will  be  in  accordance  with 
the  rights  of  members.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  ignorance  in  regard  tj  this  Appropri- 
ation bill,  and  if  some  time  should  be  occuuied  in 
obtaining  Information  I  do  not  think  it  w,n  be  ill 
spent.  With  regard  to  many  appr'-priations  I 
know  comparatively  little,  although  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Government  for  many  years. 
The  best  i)lan  seems  to  be  to  let  the  matter  lie 
over  another  week. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  lO-I  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail.  This  appropriation  is  for  the  financial 
year,  which  begins  on  the  1st  of  May,  about  six 
weeks  hence,  which  is  ample  time.  The  passage 
of  this  Appropriation  bill  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant duties  we  have  to  perform  during  the  year. 
We  should  act  with  great  care  and  dcdiberation. 
Although  the  various  committees  have  been  over 
the  estimates  of  the  departments,  still  we  are  not 
here  to  register  their  decrees.  We  ought  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  appropriations  are  rxglit.  In 
looking  over  the  bill  I  find  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Srjuares  of  44 
per  cent..  Bridges  85  per  cent.,  and  m  other  de- 
partments the  same  or  nearly  the  same  proportion- 
ate increase,  all  of  which  i  think  cannot  be  ac- 
counted for  on  the  ground  of  recent  annexation. 
A  great  deal  of  money  is  appropriated  here  which 
I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  look  into.  For  these  rea- 
sons I  hope  the  motion  to  postpone  Will  pievail. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— If  it  is  the  intention  to 
have  every  committee  bring  in  a  detailed  state- 
ment and  explain  it,  I  will  not  object.  But  if  this 
appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department  is  all  that 
is  called  for,  I  can  give  all  the  details  of  that  in 
ten  minutes.  We  can  raise  a  mullitude  of  ques- 
tionc,  ramble  over  the  whole  bill,  and  consume 
time  to  no  purpose. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  WiU  explain  their  own  business. 
Here  are  gentlemen  aU  around  the  Council  who 
can  tell  all  you  want  to  know,  and  I  presume  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  know  the  facts  as 
weU  as  those  gentlemen  do,  and  I  hope  members 
of  the  committee  will  state  the  facts. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given) — As  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee for  this  branch  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  ex- 
plain matters  as  far  as  I  can.  I  have  no  desire  to 
intrench  upon  the  rights  of  any  one  else. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  propose  to  offer  an  order, 
if  this  bill  is  recommitted,  directing  the  various 
committees  to  bring  in  detailed  statements  of  all 
matters  relating  to  their  departments. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  to  next  Thursday 
evening  at  half -past  eight  o'clock  was  carried. 


PETITIONS  AND  BEQUEST  PRESENTED. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  the  upper  stoiy  of  City  Hall,  Chailes- 
town,  be  fitted  up  for  cla-s  instruction  in  draw- 
ing. Referred  to  Committee  on  tublic  Instruc- 
tion. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Asa 
Wellington,  attorney,  for  compensation  for  Charles 
F.  Burr,  injured  by  a  fall  on  the  sidewalk,  in  front 
of  No.  35  Boylston  street,  Februaiy  22,  1614,  by  the 
giving  way  of  a  flagstone  a  long  time  cracked  and 
insecurely  i  laced  over  a  deep  cavity  dug  under 
the  sidewalk,  and  into  which  the  petitioner  was 
precipitated,  large  pieces  of  stone  fall.ng  upon 
him,  by  which  he  was  very  severely  iiijured.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  o.i  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— Peitlons  of  John 
M.  Grary  et  aL,  for  the  repair  of  Longwood  ave- 
nue pnd  Prentiss  street.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings — Report  that  they  have 
had  an  interview  with  the  proprietor  of  Ndes  s 
Block,  on  School  street,  in  regard  to  leasing  the 
two  upper  stories  of  said  bloclc,  and  that  he  de- 
clines absolutely  any  proposition  f lom  tlie  tity  for 
the  purpose.  In  view  of  this  fact,  the  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  ojiginal  order 
already  offered  by  them,  for  the  leasing  of  house 
No.  30  Pemberton  squaie. 

The  substitute  order  was  rejected,  and  the 
original  order  to  lease  the  building  No.  30  Pember- 
ton square  passed. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  IC,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee ou  Public  Buddings. — Report  in  response  to 
an  order  to  consiJer  theexp'^diency  of  placing  one 
or  more  elevators  in  City  Hall,  that  in  their  opinion 
it  is  both  expedient  and  necessary  that  an  elevator 
should  be  place  1  in  City  Hall  budding,  and  in  fur- 
therance of  the  same  would  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  BuU  1- 
irgs  be  authorized  to  procuie  the  erection  of  an 
elevator  in  City  Hall  at  an  estimated  ccst  of 
$12,009;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  th3  appro- 
priation for  Pub  die  Buildings. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Saivey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings- 
Report?  recommending  the  passage  of  accom- 
panying oiders  granting  the  petitions  of  F.  M. 
Cook,  riij;hland  Street  Radway  Company,  S.  J. 
Peet,  Ab"el  Harrington  and  J.  L.  Maguire,  for 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings.  The  orders  were 
severally  passed. 

By  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor  —  Report 
on  request  of  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  for 
an  additional  appropriat  on  of  $10,00J  for  that 
department  during  the  remainder  of  tlie  finan- 
cial year,  recommending  that  said  appropriation 
be  made,  and  that  the  request  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means.  Re- 
port accepted,  and  referci^ce  ordered. 

jiy  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department— Report  recommend- 
ing that  request  of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $36,1100,  be  granted,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  provide  the  means.  Report  accepted, 
and  ri  f  erence  ordered. 

By  IVtr.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate  for 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital— Report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  Geoige  W.  P'^pe  and  Timothy 
J.  Dacey  as  Trustees  at  li,rge  for  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  a 
ballot. 

Messrs.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  Burditt  of  Ward  16, 
and  Putnam  of  Ward  15  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
potted as  foUows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

George  "W.  Pope  had .51 

Tiniuchv  J.  Dacey 4l) 

H.  W.  Pickering 7 

S.  L.  Emery 1 

Lycurgus  McCarty 1 

Ineligible 1 

And    Messrs.   Pope    and   Dacey    were     declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

By  Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Assessors'  Department — Report 
representing,  that  owing  to  the  additional  clerical 
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labor  required  in  the  Assessors'  Department  on 
account  of  tlie  annexation  of  Cliarlestown, 
Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  a  small  appropria- 
tion is  needed  to  meet  the  expenses  during  the 
remainder  of  the  financial  year.  They  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  an  a(blitlo"nal  appropriation  of 
two  tlnmsand  five  Imndred  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  a]lowe<l  for  clerk  hire  in  the  As- 
sessors' Department  during  the  remainder  of  the 
financial  year  1873-74;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  ai^propriation  for  Salaries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 

SALARIES  OF  FIREMEN,   ETC. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  ofliered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  and  they  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  City  Council  in  print  in  de- 
tail the  appropriation  of  money  recommended  by 
that  department  for  its  current  expenditures, 
which  sliall  include  the  salaries  proposed  to  be 
paid  to  the  individual  members  and  employes  of 
that  department. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14 — I  can  hardly  see  why 
the  Fire  Commissioners  should  be  singled  out  in 
this  matter.  They  have,  through  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  been  ready 
tonight  to  give  any  information  that  may  be  re- 
quired. I  hope  to  see  that  commission  stand  on  a 
par  with  the  others.  The  Fire  Commissioners  do 
not  object  to  printing  the  list  of  salaries,  and  I 
think  it  would  give  them  satisfaction  to  send  it  to 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — I  hope  the  order 
will  be  made  more  general.  I  do  not  see  whv  we 
should  be  satisfied  with  a  bare  statement  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  that  they  want  .$2000  for 
bird  houses  on  the  Common  and  something  else 
for  shooting  butcher  birds.  I  want  to  know  sev- 
eral other  things.  1  understood  the  gentleman  to 
say  he  had  an  order  requesting  detailed  state- 
ments from  all  the  committees  alike. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  proposed  the  change  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  as  I  supposed  from 
the  current  of  the  debate  that  members  are  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  this  particular  information,  and 
thought  it  best  to  frame  the  order  so  as  to  accom- 
plish that.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  right  and  prop- 
er that  it  should  be  limited  to  that,  unless  other 
members  wished  to  find  out  something  from  the 
other  departments.  I  suppose,  from  the  fact  that 
this  matter  will  lie  over  a  week,  that  inquiries  will 
be  made  by  members  of  the  several  committees, 
who  of  course  will  see  that  they  are  ready  to 
promptly  give  the  required  Information.  But  this 
case  has  attracted  considerable  attention.  Con- 
siderable change  has  been  made  in  this  depart- 
ment, and  it  is  more  necessary  that  information 
from  it  should  be  received. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  does  not  like  this 
order.  He  seeks  information,  and  I  think  he  needs 
it.  The  reason  I  offered  this  order  is  that  several 
gentlemen  have  asked  for  the  information.  Every 
other  department  has  reported  substantially  in  de- 
tail, but  this  one  has  not.  The  Fire  Com- 
missioners, through  their  chairman,  have  re- 
ported directly  to  the  Auditor,  and  not  to 
the  Committ  e  on  Fire  Department.  They 
have  reported  the  gross,  round  sum  of 
$384,310  for  salaries,  giving  no  details  except  in 
one  instance,  where  it  is  proposed  to  cut  down  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms  from 
$3000  to  $2500.  That  alone  is  an  abundant  reason 
why  we  should  call  for  a  report  in  detail.  I  wrote 
that  order  originally  for  the  other  committees  to 

five  information  in  detail  from  their  departments, 
ut   changed    it   by   request   of  members  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — The  report  was  in  de- 
tailed form  when  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  and  it  has  been  left  out  in  the 
report  to  the  Auditor.  The  committee  spent  three 
long  hours  upon  this  detailed  report.  It  was  not 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  says.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  they  want  ten  bell-striking  machines  or 
not ;  their  estimates  for  hay  and  grain  I  suppose 
were  taken  from  those  of  last  year;  they  have  not 
made  any  material  change  from  the  course  pur- 
sued last  year.  They  have  organized  no  new  paid 
department  since  they  came  in  ;  it  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  when  they  came 
in.  I  questioned  one  of  the  commissioners 
about  the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Fire  Alarms.  He  said  they  went  oh 
to  New  York,  where  the  Superintendent  gets  only 


$2500,  but  has  an  assistant  whom  they  pay  $1600. 
Wo  have  some  repairers  whose  pay  they  have  re- 
duced, and  he  said  they  received  more  now  than 
in  New  York.  Since  then  I  learn  that  their  men 
have  been  on  call  all  night.  Our  wires  are  on 
houses ;  in  New  York  they  are  on  poles.  1 
objected  to  $9000  for  a  tool  and  repair 
shop:  I  thought  it  was  too  much.  We 
asked  about  the  ijjiGOjOOO  for  repairing  api)aratus, 
and  we  probably  got  as  much  information  on  the 
whole  as  any  other  cominitteo.  The  commission- 
ers are  attending  to  their  duties,  so  far  as  I  could 
see.  They  were  ready  to  inqjart  any  information 
we  desired.  Any  information  I  asked  for  I  got.  I 
hoped,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  that  the  items 
in  regard  to  labor  woukl  be  given  in  print.  I  could 
cari-y  some  of  them  in  my  head,  but  not  all.  We 
labored  three  hours,  and  were  satisfied  that  the 
estimates  were  right  and  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — It  seems  to  me  that  if 
the  order  was  arranged  for  a  detailed  statement 
of  salaries  only,  it  would  be  all  that  is  required. 
It  appears  to  be  the  rule  that  salaries  are  not  given 
in  detail  by  any  of  the  departments.  I  suggest 
that  the  order  be  amended  so  as  to  cover  the  sin- 
gle item  of  salaries. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  move  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  in.sertmg  after  the  word  "report"  the 
words  "at  the  next  meeting." 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14 — As  chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  I  am  ready  to  report 
those  salaries  tonight,  in  detail,  if  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  Council.  The  first  on  my  list  are  the  Commis- 
sioners, $4000  each,  fixed  by  the  City  Council; 
Clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  $1500 ;  Chief  Engineer, 
$3300;  Assistant-Engineers,  $1600  each;  Engine- 
men,  $1200  each;  Assistant-Enginemen,  $1100; 
Foremen,  $1250;  Assistent-Foremen,  $1100;  Hose- 
men,  $1000:  Extinguishermen,  $1000.  For  fire  boat 
— Captain,$1368  75 ;  Engineman,  $13(J8  75 ;  Assistant- 
Engineman,  $1186  25;  mate,  $1186  25;  steward,  deck 
hand,  stoker,  $1000  each.  Call  force— drivers,  $1000 
each ;  foremen,  $300  each;  hosemen  and  ladder- 
men,  $225  each;  three  spare  men,  $1000  each.  Fire 
Alarm  Department — superintendent,  $2500;  oper- 
ators, $4  per  day,  or  $1460  a  year;  repairers,  $4  per 
day,  or  $1460  a  year ;  line  men,  $3  per  day,  or  $1095. 
I  have  still  another  list  here,  which  takes  in 
Charlestown,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbuiy .  Charles- 
town — two  enginemen,  $1200 ;  two  assistant-engine- 
men,  $1100;  six  drivers,  $1000;  two  permanent 
foremen,  $1000;  four  call  men,  $300;  fifty- 
three  hose  and  laddermen,  $225;  Brighton — 
one  captain  (permanent),  $1000;  one  assistant- 
engineman,  $1000;  two  drivers,  $720  each;  twelve 
hosemen,  .$50  each;  one  call  foreman,  $100.  I 
would  state  here  that  these  i^rices  are  in  excess  of 
what  was  paid  to  the  firemen  of  Brighton  by  the 
town.  West  Roxbury — one  captain  (permanent), 
$1000;  one  engineman  (permanent),  $1000;  one  as- 
sistant-engineman  (permanent),  $900;  two  drivers, 
$720  each ;  twelve  hosemen,  $50  each ;  eleven  ladder- 
men,  $50  each;  one  foreman  (call),  $100;  sixteen 
hand-enginemen,  $25  each;  two  hand-engine  fore- 
men $50  each ;  two  hand-engine  stewards  $85  each- 
Those  are  the  items  as  given  to  me  by  the  commis- 
sioners at  the  time  we  passed  upon  the  appropria- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  said  that 
the  estimates  went  directly  fiom  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  Auditor.  He  has  been  misinformed 
in  that  respect,  for  they  were  passed  upon  by  the 
committee  before  they  went  to  the  Auditor,  and 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  stated,  we 
were  some  three  hours  at  work  upon  them. 
At  that  time  the  commissioners  seemed  to 
talk  as  though  they  might  want  to  modify 
those  figures  somewhat,  and  the  chances  are  even 
now  that  they  will  have  to  do  so.  They  may  have 
to  pay  these  men  more  than  is  called  for,  and  they 
may  pay  some  men  less.  As  gentlemen  say,  the 
price  has  been  fixed  heretofore  by  the  Council, 
and  given  in  detail ;  now  the  commissioners  have 
the  handling  of  the  matter,  and  they  have  not 
seen  fit  to  do  so,  although  they  are  ready  to  fur- 
nish the  information  when  called  upon.  In 
regard  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  appro- 
priation for  this  department,  I  have  here 
the  several  items  which  have  been  voted 
put  upon  it  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  and  by 
annexation.  The  first  is  for  the  commission,  $12,- 
000,  and  for  clerk,  $1500;  ten  engineers,  $9000  in 
excess  of  what  it  was  last  year ;  and  if  we  give 
the  three  which  they  have  asked  for  it  will  make 
$13,800  more  than  it  was  last  year.  That  has  all 
been  put  upon  the  appropriation  by  vote  of  this 
Council,  so  far  as  the  number  of  men  goes,  but 
not  the  price.  In  addition  to  that  1  fincf  in  their 
list  four  hundred  and   seventy-eight    extra    hy- 
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drants  and  reservoirs  at  $30  each,  making  $14,340, 
•which  is  in  excess  of  what  was  estimated  upon  last 
year.  The  pay  roll  for  men  added  to  the  depart- 
ment by  annexation  is  $36,000.  The  cost  of  repairs 
and  supplies  added  by  annexation  is  $24,000.  If 
I  remember  rightly,  a  repair  shop  is  also  put  upon 
them  by  vote  of  the  Council,  which  I  believe  a 
good  thing  for  Boston ;  this  is  estimated  at  a  cost 
of  $9000.  We  have  there  a  total  of  $110,640  put 
upon  them  by  the  City  Council,  and  in  addition  to 
that  I  And  $16,600  for  permanent  hosemen  and 
ladder  men,  for  which  no  appropriation  was  made 
last  year.  I  believe  there  are  now  thirty-eight 
permanent  ho-'emen  and  ladder  men  costing  $16,- 

00  more  than  they  did  on  the  old  force,  and  it  is 
also  contemplated  to  still  further  increase  this 
permanent  force,  for  which  they  have  asked  for 
the  money  in  their  appropriation  for  salaries.  I 
find,  by  figuring  up  the  bills  for  March  that  the 
commissioners  spent  for  salaries  alone  $31,715  34, 
which,  multiplied  by  twelve  makes  $380,584  08, 
while  $384,310  is  the  totalamount  asked  for  salaries. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  am  very  glad  the  gentle- 
man has  mentioned  some  of  the  extras,  but  ne  has 
not  stated  all  of  them.  They  have  got  the  Fire 
Alarm  Department,  Bells  and  Clocks  and  many 
other  things  too  numerous  to  mention,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  if  the  present  Fire  Department  were 
managed  by  a  committee,  instead  of  asking  for 
$750,000,  they  would  ask  for  a  million.  1  have  not 
a  shadow  of  doubt  about  it.  All  this  hullabaloo 
about  the  Fire  Department  is  wrong.  The  com- 
missioners have  worked  arduously  to  keep  their 
appropriations  within  bounds,  and  I  propose  to 
stand  by  them.  I  wish  we  had  more  such  commis- 
sions. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — The  reasons  which  have 
been  given  are,  to  my  mind,  veiy  strong  in  favor 
of  this  report  being  made  in  piint.  1  opposed  the 
Fire  Commission  last  year  very  strongly,  and  I 
should  do  so  again.  But  those  gentlemen  are  en- 
titled to  show  fairly  and  propeny  what  they  have 
accomplished,  and  for  that  reason  their  report 
should  be  in  print.  It  was  my  judgment  that  a 
great  amount  could  be  saved  in  the  matter  of 
repairs  and  the  minority  of  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment reported  in  favor  of  a  repair  shop.  It  is  said 
the  commissioners  are  accomplishing  great  results : 
if  they  are  doing  that,  let  them  have  the  credit  of 
it.  Although  1  opposed  their  appointment,  I 
certainly  should  rejoice  in  any  good  work  that 
any  commission  I  opposed  should  accomplish. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  suppose  that  great  word 
hullabaloo  is  aimed  at  me.  Now  in  distinc- 
tion from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
who  voted  against  the  commission,  I  labor- 
ed with  all   ny   might  for    a  commission,    and 

1  felt  considerable  pride,  sir,  that  the  re-' 
port  of  the  majority  was  adopted  and  the 
commission  appointed.  Now,  sir,  1  have  not 
criticised  any  act  of  this  commission,  except 
the  finding  of  "private"  upon  their  door.  I  have 
not  criticised  this  honorable  committee,  by  a 
single  syllable.  My  idea  of  the  duty  of  a  commit- 
tee is  that  they  shall  report  fairly  and  squarely 
upon  the  facts,  and  not  become  an  ex  •parte  tri- 
bunal, so  to  speak.  They  are  not  pe"sonally 
interested,  sir,  any  more  than  you  or  I.  Let 
them  give  us  a  statement  of  facts  I  agree 
with  the-  gentleman  that  this  discussion  has 
shown  the  necessity  of  a  detailed  statement.  I 
have  not  criticised  the  cutting  down  of  salaries.  I 
stated  that  I  had  heard  outside  that  the  pay  of  the 
men  is  to  be  cut  down ;  I  want  to  see  their  figures 
detailed  in  print,  that  I  may  have  the  privilege  of 
comparing  them  with  last  year's  salaries.  I 
would  like  to  compare  them  with  the  amounts 
paid  these  men  individually  last  year.  Now 
sir,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  I  fa- 
vored the  appointment  of  a  Fire  Commis- 
sion, 1  should  be  as  reatly  to  offer  an  order 
to  do  away  with  that  commission,  when  I  found 
that  they  were  not  doing  their  duty  towards  the 
people.  I  have  not  said  they  were  not  doing  their 
duty,  except  in  the  little  immaterial  matter 
which  I  spoke  of.  I  want  to  know  whether  they 
are  doing  right  by  the  people.  If  they  propose 
to  advance  any  man's  salary,  I  want  to  know  it; 
let  them  give  us  the  figures.  I  think  every  state- 
ment made  on  the  subject  is  strictly  and  positive- 
ly in  favor  of  having  a  report  in  detail. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  think  that  the  or- 
der, which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  intended 
originally  to  make,  is  more  nearly  coirect  than  the 
one  which  he  has  made.  We  should  treat  aU  de- 
partments alike,  and  we  ought  not  to  single  out 
one  department  and   make  them   give  us  details. 


The  Committee  on  Fire  Department  have  already 
given  as  detailed  a  statement  as  any  other  depart- 
ment. In  City  Document  No.  29,  on  page  47,  are 
the  details  of  everything  except  salaries,  and  that 
the  gentleman  wdl,  of  course,  get  in  the  oftlcial 
report  tomorrow.  Furthermore,  if  we  get  the 
report  asked  for  in  the  order,  what  can  we 
do?  We  cannot  control  the  salaries.  We  gave 
the  commissioners  power  to  fix  the  salaries.  If 
we  are  going  to  ask  for  details  of  salaries,  why 
not  call  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
or  some  other  department  ?  The  Superintendent 
of  Health,  the  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 
and  others  directed  their  statements  to  the  Auditor. 
I  do  not  think  this  department  should  be  singled 
out  because  they  ask  for  an  advance  upon  the  ap- 
propriation for  last  year.  The  Paving  Department 
ask  for  an  increaseof  $300,000;  the  police  an  in- 
crease of  $165,000;  the  appropriation  for  Schools 
is  $231,725  greater  than  last  year.  Why  not  ask 
for  details  from  all,  if  we  ask"for  them  from  one. 
I  do  not  think,  whether  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  "private"  on  their  door  or  not,  that  they 
should  be  lugged  in  here  to  prejudice  the  votes  of 
members. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  is  just  it.  Every 
other  department  has  reportetl  through  the  proper 
committee ;  this  one  has  reported  directly  to  the 
Auditor.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  make  an 
amendment  to  cover  the  other  departments  I 
should  be  very  happy  to  accept  it,  and  let  it  cover 
all  the  departments. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— As  I  read  this  City 
Document  on  page  57,  "the  foregoing  estimates 
are  approved  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Department."  From  that  1  infer  that  the 
estimates  were  submitteol  to  the  committee  and 
were  apjiroved  by  them  before  they  were  sent  to 
the  Auditor. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — The  gentleman  seems  to 
raise  the  objection  that  the  communication  from 
the  Fire  Commissioners  is  addressed  to  the  Audi- 
tor. It  is  the  same  with  those  from  the  depart- 
ments on  Paving,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  W  ater 
Board,  Market,  etc. ;  he  will  find  they  are  all  ad- 
dressed to  the  Auditor.  There  is  nothing  out  of 
place  in  it  at  all.  This  whole  thing  is  from  jn-eju- 
dice  against  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  (unanimous  consent  be- 
ing given) — When  my  friend  from  Ward  16  direct- 
ly charges  me  with  prejudice,  he  does  me  gross  in- 
justice, to  say  the  least.  I  am  not  prejudiced 
against  that  department.  I  can  always  give  a 
better  reason  than  that  for  the  faith  that  is 
in  me.  I  came  here  to  do  my  duty,  the  word 
of  the  gentleman  from  AVard  16  nevertheless 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  I  shall  do 
my  duty.  Certainly  two  of  the  commis- 
sioners, a  majority  of  the  board,  are  my  per- 
sonal friends.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  criti- 
cise me,  let  him  do  it  in  a  manly  way  and  not 
charge  hullabaloo  or  prejudice.  I  am  not  to  be 
intimidated  or  cowed  down.  I  intend  to  stand  by 
what  I  believe  to  be  right,  if  I  stand  alone.  If  my 
conscience  satisfies  me,  I  know  1  am  right. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given) — I  de.sire  to  say  that  in  using  those 
words  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was  no  more  in 
my  mind  than  anybody  else.  I  do  think  this 
whole  matter  comes  from  prejudice.  I  think  the 
gentleman  proposes  to  do  his  duty,  and  1  hope  he 
does  it.  I  propose  to  do  mine.  I  do  not  intend  to 
browbeat  any  one ;  nor  do  I  propose  to  be  brow- 
beaten. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  see  why  we 
should  not  have  the  report,  but  I  hope  it  will  be 
restricted  to  the  question  of  salaries.  The  other 
estimates  are  given  in  detail  here.  I  move  that  it 
be  restricted  to  salaries.  Nobody  has  made  any 
definite  objection  to  the  whole  bill  except  the 
gentleman  from  Charlestown,  on  contingent  ex- 
penses. I  move  to  strike  out  the  words,  "its  cur- 
rent expenses,  which  shall  include." 

Mr.  Shaw  accepted  both  the  amendments  of  Mr. 
Putnam  and  Mr.  Wilbur. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — I  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  we  should  make  this  distinction  in  "the  case 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners.  They  have  reported 
the  salaries  just  as  other  departments  have. 
Moreover,  they  have  furnished  the  Comndttee  on 
Fire  Department  their  list  of  salaries,  and  it  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  courteous  thing  to  single  them 
out.  I  therefore  offer  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  requested  to  report  in 
print  the  particulars  of  the  item  of  $384,310  for 
salaries  as  reported  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  substitute  is  the  same 
as  the  oritanal,  only  couched  in  different  words. 

Mr.  Burditt— 'I  he  only  dift'erence  is  that  we  do 
not  trouble  tlie  Fire  Commissioners.  "We  can  get 
the  information  from  our  own  committee. 

Tlie  substitute  was  lost  and  the  original  order 
passed  to  a  second  reading  by  a  rising  vote — 27  for, 
24  against — and  then  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  "Ward  14 — 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  there  bo 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Clompany 
D,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
corner  of  Bow  and  Harvard  streets,  in  the  Charles- 
town  District,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  beginning  on  the  first  Monday  of  January, 
A.  D.  1874;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — This  order  is  simply  to 
continue  the  rent  that  used  to  be  paid  by  the  city 
of  Charlestown,  but  the  Auditor  deems  it  neces- 
sary to  pass  the  order  before  payment.  I  there- 
fore move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the  order 
may  be  passed  this  evening. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  passed — 
yeas  58,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  "Ward  14,  the  orders 
to  allow  $450  per  annum  for  the  rent  of  headquar- 
ters of  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Boylston 
Hall,  and  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Minot  Hall,  and  to  allow 
$1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  now  occupied 
by  said  company  at  Concord  Hall,  were  taken 
from  the  table  and  passed— yeas  58,  nays  0. 

SUMNER    MEMORIAL    VOLUME. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  "Ward  4  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  cause 
to  be  prepared  an  abstract  of  the  proceedmgs  of 
the  City  Council  and  the  public  meeting  held  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Charles  Sumner,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  printed 


as  a  city  document,  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Frinring. 

Mr.  Crocker  01  Ward  G — I  should  like  to  hear  a 
suggestion  why  this  order  should  be  passed.  I 
suppose  it  will  be  a  large  expense,  and  as  the 
proceedings  have  been  fully  reported  in  the  papers 
It  will  result  in  the  preparation  of  a  volume  which 
will  do  hardly  any  good  to  any  one,  and  does  not 
occur  to  me  as  a  niatter  of  expediency. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  understand  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  funeral  of  Mr.  Sumner  have  under  considera- 
tion the  proposition  to  publish  a  memorial  volume, 
which  will  contain  the  proceedings  at  City  Hall 
and  other  places,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the 
death  of  both  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Everett.  If 
that  is  so,  I  hardly  think  it  would  be  necessary  to 
pass  this  order.  I  suppose  some  member  of  the 
committee  can  explain  that. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  "Ward  2— The  gentleman  from 
"Ward  10  is  correct.  The  committee  have  had  that 
matter  under  advisement,  and  I  think  they  intend 
to  pursue  that  course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  the  order 
was  laid  uijon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Fease  of  Ward  1 — 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police 
officer,  for  $25  for  extra  services  performed,  be 
allowed  for  payment  provided  that  it  is  approved 
by  the  Auditor. 

Passed  under  a  suspen^on  of  the  rule  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 

A  CONTRADICTION. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — In  relation  to  an  article 
which  appeared  yesterday  in  the  newspapers,  that 
the  Fire  Commissioners  have  elected  a  Chief  and 
Assistant  Engineers,  I  have  authority  to  say  that 
they  have  done  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  the  story 
has  no  foundation  in  fact.  That  is  for  the  benefit 
of  aspirants  for  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    'as,     1H74. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKOKS     DRAWN. 

Thirty-four  traverse  jurors  for  the  April  term, 
first  session,  and  thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  the 
same  term,  second  session,  of  the  Superior  Court, 
were  drawn. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  PARK   COMMISSIONERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
notifying  the  City  Council  of  the  appointment  by 
him  of  Richard  Frothingham,  Edward  A.  Clark 
and  William  Gray,  Jr.,  as  members  at  large  of  the 
Park  Commission.  The  communication  was  sent 
down. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS  CONFIRMED. 

Commissioner  for  Cambridge  Bridges — Frederick 
W,  Lincoln. 

Measurers  of  SVood  and  Bark— B.  O.  Prescott, 
William  Keith,  Robert  Hale,  James  C.  Whitney, 
Alfred  A.  Hale,  Thomas  M.  Haskell,  J.  B.  Quimby, 
Stanley  C.  Burnham,  William  Jordan,  Randall  G. 
Morse,  Robert  Vose,  Ebenezer  Curtis,  WiUi.im 
Seaver,  Jr.,  A.  J.  Wheeler,  H.   W.  Crafts,  Daniel 

E.  Adams ;  Charlestown — Thomas  J.  Elliott,  El- 
bridge  Walcott,  Charles  A.  Guild,  Samuel  L. 
Tuttle,  John  G.  Abbott,  Jr.,  John  S.  Wiggin; 
West  Roxbury — Robert  Seaver,  Frederick  Seaver, 
Alden  Bartlett,  Cyrus  Marshall,  Horace  Lindall; 
Brighton — Salma'  Kendall,  William  T.  Osborn, 
James  A.  Coggswell. 

Surveyors  of  Marble,  Soapstone  and  Freestone — 
William  B  Bayley,  E.  A.  Grothusen,  William  H. 
Carey,  Augustus  H.Ynung, for  the  city  proper,  and 
(  harles  Power,  Charlestown. 

Measurer  of  Grain— George  P.  Ray. 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils — Robert 

F.  Means,  Nathaniel  Cleaves. 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Buii()le  Hay — Israel 
M.  Barnes,  William  S.  Holmes,  William  R'.  Inman, 
Walter  C.  Bryent,  E.  W.  Harding,  A.  J.  Harding, 
A.  J.  Wheeler,  C.  E.  Stephenson,  William  P.  Board- 
man,  Samuel  B.   Livermore,  Jasper  H.  Eaton,  E. 

G.  Dudley,  J.  T.  Dalrymple,  C.  A.  i:pliam,  Ebene- 
zer Curtis,  Aaron  Bradshaw,  in  the  city  proper, 
and  .John  A.  Dyer,  Charlestown. 

Special  Police  Officers  Without  Pay — William 
E.  Ford  and  Thomas  Collins,  in  connection  with 
their  duties  at  the  Public  Library^  John  W.  Piper, 
St.  Matthew's  Church  and  its  vicinity,  Broadway ; 
Charles  H.  Myrick,  T  wharf. 

ORDERS  OF   NOTICE     CON.SIDERIID. 

The  orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  construct  a 
common  sewer  in  Dorchester  street,  between  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  Blake  street ;  and  in  Elmwood 
street,  between  King  street,  and  Stony  Brook, 
were  considered  and  mere  being  no  objection  of- 
fered the  petitions  were  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers,  and  on  the  latter  petition  the 
committee  were  instructed  to  give  all  parties  a 
hearing. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Comiiiitiee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Henry  Crane,  for  leave  to  ere<;t  a 
wooden  building  on  Washington  street,  opposiie 
Adams  stieet,  Ward  tC. 

A.H.  Lauteu  f<  «f  ,  remonstrance  against  the 
granting  of  permission  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
at  City  Point,  as  api)lied  for  by  Harry  Walcott, 
and  asking  for  a  hearing  on  the  subject. 

To  the  Con}mUtcr  on  Faniuil  H<ilL  Charles  L. 
Mitcliell  I't  at.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  April 
lo  for  a  public  meeting  in  (  onimenioration  of  the 
life  and  services  of  the  late  Charles  Sumner. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  H.  W.  Baxter,  to  be  i)aid  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Foster  stieet  in  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  John  McCrilli», 
Jr.,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  his 
express  wagon  being  i  un  into  by  a  wagon  owned 
by  the  city. 

To  the  Commiltee  on  Lamps.  Benjamin  Fobes 
et  al.,  that  North  Beacon  street, Ward  19,  be  lighted 
between  Market  street  and  the  Arsenal  Bridfje. 

Thomas  Biitton  etat.,  that  gas  lamps  be  lilaced 
r)n  Eighth  street,  lietween  H  aiid  I  streets. 


To  the  Committee  on  ficwers.  E.  S.  Johnson  et 
al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Stoughton  street.  Ward  16, 
from  S'-mner  street  to  the  brook  near  Humpurey 
street. 

Heirs  of  Samuel  A.  Way,  for  abatement  of  sew- 
er assessment  in  Parker  street. 

J.  T.  Reed  et  al.,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  sewers  in  Essex  and  Lyndebor.O'igh  streets, 
Charlestown,  assessed  in  1873. 

G.  A.  Hamilton  et  al.,  for  i-ewer  in  a  portion  of 
Washington  street,  Chai  lestown. 

Michael  Hourihan  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Emer- 
son street,  between  Hand  I  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  F, 
First  Regiment  Infantry,  for  an  allowance  of 
.$300  for  repairs  on  armory. 

Alden  Avery  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  in  Sterling 
street,  which  the  heavy  filling  in  said  street  has 
caused  to  .settle  down,  be  raised  to  its  former 
grade  into  Westminster  sewer. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  William 
Gallagher  et  al.  that  Beach  street  be  widened  near 
Washmgton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  PartQf  the 
i<oa?T/— Perkins  &  Currier,  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  Paris  street,  near  Brooks 
street. 

Samuel  Austin,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  North  avenue,  Ward  16. 

A.  D.Williams,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  six- 
teen horses  on  Reed  street,  east  side,  between 
Island  and  Farnham  streets. 

P.  J.  Minton,  to  OLCupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  rear  of  Adam's  street,  near  Ashmort 
street. 

C.  W.  McCullough  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  stable  by  John  Christie  at  702 
Fifth  street. 

J.  F.  Barry  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Spring  park.  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  an  Paving.  John  Mc(Jreevy 
et  al.,  for  the  repair  of  Prentiss  street,  between 
Parker  street  and  Tremont  street,  and  that  the 
gutters  be  paved  and  brick  sidewalks  be  laid. 

.John  Mc(Treevy  et  al.,  that  edgestones  and  brick 
i-idewalks  be  laid  and  the  gutters  paved  on  Long- 
wood  avenue,  between  Parker  street  and  the  estate 
of  the  late  Ebenezer  Fr:iucis. 

Minnie  W.  Weiler,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  269  Rujjgles  street. 

('.  H.  Elkins,  for  leave  to  use  a  lioisting  beam  on 
Leverett  street,  near  the  bridge. 

F.  J.  Herthel,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggles  street. 

Proprietors  of  Cattl-  -Fair  Hotel,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  W  ashington  street,  W^ard  19. 

John  Bergen,  for  leave  to  si)rinkle  the  streets  In 
Ward  19. 

P.  W.  Smith,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  ceitainf-treets 
at  the  North  End  of  the  city. 

Peter  McKenna  ct  al.,  tor  sidewalks  on  Eighth 
stieet,  between  H  and  1  streets. 

E.  B.  Scott,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  59 
Williams  street,  Ward  14. 

Caroline  Uobbins,  wife  of  A.  M.  Bobbins,  to  be 
paid  for  graile  damages  at  57  AVilliams  street. 

Newhall  &  Thaclier  et  at.,  that  Purchase  street 
be  repaved,  between  Congress  and  Pearl  streets. 

S.  E.  Decker,  for  i  .suitable  fence  and  surface 
drain  on  Lincohi  street.  Ward  22,  to  replace  the 
one  removed  when  the  strt  et  was  widened. 

Timothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Charlestown. 

Chester  Collins  et  als.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  the  gutters  paved  on  the  south  side  of  Main 
street,  Charlestown,  from  the  railroad  bridge  to 
the  East  SomerviUe  line. 

Carney  Hospital  Estate,  for  abatement  of 
assessment  for  siuewalk  on  Old  Harbor  street. 

W.  O.  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Adams  street,  Ward  IP, 
be  put  in  order. 

Steplien  M.  Allen  et  al.,  for  change  of  name  of 
Shavvmut  avenue  fiom  (iuild  row  to  Dedham  line 
to  Wa.shington  street,  in  order  to  make  a  con- 
tinuous avenue  from  Haymarket  square  to  Nor- 
folk County. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Co.  F,  First 
Regiment  Infantry,  for  allowance  for  repairs  on 
armory. 

METUOPOLITAN  CAR   STA  liLE   OX   HACK   BAY. 

.4.  petition  was  received  from  Charles  W.  Sea- 
buiy,  et  al.,  residents  of  Marlbf)rough  and  Glouces- 
ter streets,  for  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Boanl  for  the  removal  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company's  carlioii-e  and  stable  on  Marl- 
borimgh  stree.,  near  Gloucester  street.  The 
petitioners   reitresent  that   they    jturchased  their 
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land  subject  to  certain  restrictions,  among 
■which  was  that  no  building  except  dweUmg 
houses  should  be  erected  thereon,  and  they 
believed  that  all  adjacent  lots  were  subject 
to  similar  restrictions;  that  the  said  car  house 
and  stable  is  maintained  without  authority  from 
the  Board;  that  it  has  become  a  nuisance  by 
reason  of  the  noise  from  the  cars  and  horses  going 
in  and  out,  particularly  late  at  night ;  that  a  por- 
tion of  said  building  projects  over  the  street,  ob- 
structing passing  on  that  side ;  that  it  depreciates 
the  value  of  adjacent  property,  delays  the  erec- 
tion of  dwellings  and  laying  of  sidewalks,  and  the 
general  improvement  of  that  side  of  the  street; 
that  the  company  have  frequently  promised  to  re- 
move said  building,  but  have  not  done  so,  although 
it  can  be  done  at  any  time  without  inconvenience 
to  their  patrons.  ^,  t,  •     .. 

Laid  on  the  table  with  the  order  on  the  subject, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthingtou. 

BONDS  APPKOVED. 

The  bonds  of  Henry  McDonald,  Jr.,  and  Charles 
S.  Woffindale,  constables,  being  presented  duly 
certified  by  the  Treasurer,  were  approved  by  the 
Board. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  PASSED. 

un  the  petition  of  E.  J.  Baker  et  al.,  trustees  of 
estate  of  Walter  Baker,  late  of  Dorchester,  for  an 
assessment  of  damages  caused  by  location  ot  the 
Shawmut  Branch  of  the  Old  Colony  RaUroad,  an 
order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  the 
subject  ouMonday,  April  13, 1874,  at  four  o  clock 

P.  M. 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  T.  Story,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engine  and  boUer  on  Reed 
and  Farnham  streets,  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  on  Mond.xy,  Aprd  13,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M.,  to  all  who  object  to  granting  the 
same. 

REPORT  ON  THE  FRANKLIN    FBND. 

The  following  was  received : 

^  BOSTON,  March  16, 1874. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Franklin  Fund  : 
Gentlemen— The  account  of  the  Franklin  Fund  for 
the  year  1873  is  as  follows : 
Balance  from   account  rendered  to  January 

1st,  1873 ,...-• *  ,,Vo,:>  M 

Interest  accrued  during  the  year lu.JbJ  bj 

Amount  of  funds  January  1st,  1874 182,278  63 

This  amount  is  invested— 
Deposited  in  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  In- 

surance  t'ompany ^. ..... . ^loW-MS  ™ 

Deposited  in  Provident  Institution  for  bavings        ^98  95 

Deposited  in  Suffolk  Savings  Bank 2W  72 

George  W.  Harrington's  bond 2/ 0  OU 

J.F.Paget'sbond.... 270  00 

William  Evans's  bond 240  00 

HerbertC.  Lockis ^^  0" 

$182,278  63 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  U.  Tracy,  Treasurer. 

Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  Cutter  and  Stebbins. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  $1764  74  for  the  expenses  of 
Suffolk-County  Jail  for  March  was  received  from 
the  Sheriff,  and  being  duly  audited  was  ordered 
paid. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  setting  apart  and  fitting  up  a  portion  of 
the  Town  Hall,  Brighton,  for  a  police  station  for 
the  Fourteenth  Division.    Passed. 

Order  to  accept  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in 
relation  to  a  board  of  registrars  of  voters  (City 
Doc.  No.  34).    Passed. 

ELECTION  OF    TRUSTEES    OF    THE    CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Report  of  committee  nominating  George  W. 
P»pe  and  Timothy  J.  Dacey  as  trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital,  and  certificate  of  election  of  said  nomi- 
nees by  the  Common  Council,  came  up  for  con- 
currence. The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Alder- 
men Power  and  Emery  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  Ihey  report- 
ed as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

George  W.  Pope  had 12 

Timothy  J.  Dacey 9 

H.W.Pickering 3 

And  Messrs.  Pope  and  Dacey  were  declared 
elected,  in  concurrence. 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  Asa  'Wellington    and  request  of  the 
School  Committee  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 
Order  to  pay  John  L.  Cook   $25   for   extra  ser- 
vices.   Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  $2500  additional  to  the 
Assessors'  Department  for  extra  clerk  hire.  Or- 
der passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department  in 
favor  of  an  additional  appropriation  of  $36,000 
for  that  department.  Accepted,  and  request  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Overseers  of  Poor  in 
favor  of  allowing  that  department  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $10,000.  Accepted,  and  request 
referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Francelia  M.  Gook  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Glover's  Corner,  beyond  the  legal  dimensions. 
Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Highland  Street 
Railway  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Shawmut 
avenue,  beyond  the  legal  dimensions.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  S.  J.  Peet  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  George  street,  beyond  the 
legal  dimensions.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  J.  L.  Merguire  to 
erect  wooden  building  on  Hospital  wharf,  Charles 
street,  beyond  the  legal  dimensions.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Abel  Harrington  to 
erect  wooden  building  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  19,  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions.  Order 
passed. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory of  Company  D.,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry 
in  Miiiot  Hall,  and  to  allow  $1000  per  annum  for 
rent,  and  an  expenditure  of  1$500  for  furnishing 
the  armory  of  said  company  st  the  corner  of  Har- 
vard and  Washington  streets.  Passed — yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Order  to  allow  Company  D,  Fifth  Infantry,  the 
sum  of  $600  per  annum  as  rent  for  armory  at  cor- 
ner of  Bow  and  Harvard  streets,  Chailestown. 
Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Minot  Hall,  and  to  allow 
$1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  now  occupied 
by  said  company  at  Concord  Hall.  Passed — yeas 
12,  nays  0. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets 
to  sell,  by  public  or  private  sale,  the  several  lots  or 
parcels  of  land  owned  by  the  city  in  Fort-HUl  Dis- 
trict, came  up  with  an   amendment  to  strike  out 
.  the  words  "or  private  " 

Alderman  Worthingtou  thought  the  Board 
ought  not  to  concur.  There  were  two  or  three  lots 
on  which  more  could  be  realized  at  private  than  at 
public  sale.  They  are  small  lots,  and  the  feeling 
of  the  committee  was  unanimous  that  they  should 
be  sold  at  private  sale.  As  a  general  rule  he 
favored  the  public  sale  of  property  belonging  to 
the  city,  but  in  this  case  the  committee  should 
have  the  discretion  to  sell  at  private  sale  if  they 
deemed  fit.  He  hoped  the  Board  would  adhere  to 
the  original  order. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  it  did  not  cover  all  the 
land  on  Fort  Hill. 
The  Chairman  said  he  so  understood  it. 
Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  hardly  proper  to 
allow  the  committee  to  sell  the  whole  property  at 
public  sale.  If  it  had  referred  to  only  one  lot  he 
would  not  object.  There  have  been  no  substantial 
reasons  given  for  departing  from  the  rule  of  sell- 
ing at  public  sale. 

Alderman  Power  thought  if  the  order  were  so 
amended  as  to  empower  the  committee  to  sell  cer- 
tain lots  at  private  sale,  it  would  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  both  branches  of  the  Government. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  thought  it  was  certainly 
very  desirable  for  the  committee  to  have  such 
power  to  sell  certain  lots  at  private  sale  ;  and  it  is 
desirable  that  they  be  sold  before  the  first  of  May. 
Alderman  Cutter  suggested  that  the  order 
should  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  so  far  as  the 
committee  are  concerned  they  would  agree  to  the 
amendment,  as  the  matter  could  be  arranged  sat- 
isfactorily afterward. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended. 

The  order  for  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department  to  report  in  print  and  in  detail 
the  appropriations  of  money  for  that  department. 
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including  the  salaries  proposed  to  be  paid  to  the 
individual  members  and  employes,  was  considered. 

Alderman  Hall  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  order,  and  unless  some  good  reason  is 
given  for  the  printing  of  the  report  called  for,  he 
hoped  the  order  would  not  pass. 

Alderman  Worthington  saw  no  reason  for  ask- 
ing for  a  tletailed  report  from  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment any  more  than  any  other  department. 

Alderman  Brooks  understood  it  to  be  only  the 
salaries  proposed  by  the  commissioners  to  be  paid 
to  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  he  should 
like  to  have  that  information  printed. 

Alderman  Power  said  all  the  information  called 
lor  was  given  by  a  member  of  the  Council  at  the 
last  meeting  and  was  printed  in  full  in  the  official 
report  and  it  would  be  a  piece  of  extravagance  to 
print  it  in  full  over  again. 

The  order  was  rejected— 1  for,  8  against. 

ADDITIONAL  APPOPRIATIONS   GRANTED. 

The  chairman  submitted  reports  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  as  follows : 

Reports  on  the  requests  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries  and  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions, for  additional  appropriations,  recommend- 
ing the  passag'j  of  the  accompanying  order.  The 
amount  for  the  House  of  Industry  is  in  excess  of 
the  amount  stated  in  the  communication  of  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  but  in  closing  up 
the  purchases  of  the  year,  and  paying  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island, 
the  final  requisition  of  this  financial  year, 
the  bills  for  which  are  now  in  the  Auditor's  Office, 
shows  that  $1730  39  are  needed  in  addition  to  the 
$1000  asked  for,  and  that  the  amount  of  $1730  39 
is  taken  from  the  appropriation  for  Pauper  Ex- 
penses, in  charge  of  said  Board  of  Directors.  The 
committee  also  report  in  the  order  provision  for 
the  transfer  of  $16,376  42  from  the  appropriation 
for  widening  Hanover  street.  No.  2,  to  that  for 
widening  Hanover  street ;  an  execution  of  court 
for  damages  sustained  by  said  widening,  between 
Court  and  Blackstone  streets,  making  it  neces- 
sary. They  also  report,  as  an  appendix  to  the 
order,  the  annvial  authority  given  to  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  for  closing  tne  business  of  the  finan- 
cial year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment, $36,000;  to  that  for  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  $10,000;  to  that  for  the  House  of  Industry, 
$10,000;  to  that  for  East  Boston  Ferries,  $8000; 
also  from  the  appropriation  for  Pauper  Expenses 
to  that  for  the  House  of  Industry,  $1730  39;  also 
from  widening  Hanover  street,  No.  2,  to  that  for 
widening  Hanover  street,  $16,376  42;  also  to  make 
such  transfers  of  appropriations  as  are  required 
to  make  up  deficiencies  in  other  appropriations, 
and  such  others  as  may  be  necessary  in  closing  the 
business  of  the  financial  year  which  terminates 
ApiU  30, 1874;  all  such  transfers  to  be  reported  to 
the  Finance  Committee  for  ratification. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  request  of  Committee  on  Streets  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  an  order  for  an  ad- 
ditional loan  of  $1,620,000,  for  street  improvements 
in  the  "burnt  district,"  so  called,  that  in  view  of 
the  facts  contained  in  said  reports,  that  the  order 
accompanying  the  request  for  the  borrowing  of 
said  amount,  to  be  atlded  to  the  Burnt-District 
loan. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT  LOAN. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  followine: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  in 
accordance  with  orders  of  the  City  CouncU,  the 
work  of  raising  the  grade  of  said  district  will  be 
entered  upon  immediately.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  work  (chapter  340,  Acts 
of  1873)  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  filling  the  cel- 
lars, back  yards  and  vacant  lots  will  be  assessed 
upon  the  owners,  and  will  constitute  a  lien  upon 
the  lands  fUled  and  upon  the  buildings  thereon ; 
but  the  expense  of  grading  the  public  and  private 
streets  and  courts  bordering  upon  the  lands  will 
be  borne  by  the  city.  The  parties  who  are  assessed 
can,  if  they  choose,  have  the  a^^sessinent  appor- 
tioned into  three  equal  parts,  one  part  to  be  paid 
each  year;  or,  if  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
amount  of  the  assessment,  they  can  surrender 
their  estates  and  recover  the  full  value  from  the 
city. 


The  estimated  expense  of  raising  the  whole  dis- 
trict to  the  grade  oi  twelve  feet  above  mean  low 
water,  and  also  of  raising  the  buildings  to  corre- 
spond to  that  grade,  amounts  to  about  $150,000. 
Several  streets  will  he  widened  and  extended  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  provided  the  lands  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  are  conveyed  to  the  city 
free  of  expense,  and  abutters  give  release  from  all 
damages  on  account  of  the  laying  out,  widening 
or  extension,  and  also  on  account  of  raising  the 
grade  of  the  streets  above  the  grade  of  the  sur- 
rounding territory. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  expense  for  the 
extra  filling  required  in  the  streets,  as  the  extent 
of  the  street  improvements  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. It  is  also  impossible  to  make  any  estimate 
at  this  time  in  regard  to  the  amount  which  will  be 
required  to  pay  for  estates  surrendered.  It  is  safe 
to  presume,  however,  that  whatever  amount  is 
paid  on  that  account  wiU  be  returned  in  full  to  the 
city  treasury  when  the  estates  are  sold. 

The  total  expenditures  on  account  of  raising  the 
grade  of  the  territory,  raising  and  underpinning 
buildings  and  paying  for  estates  surrendered,  will 
amount  to  at  least  $300,000.  The  net  cost  to  the 
city  for  all  the  improvements,  including  the  fill- 
ing of  certain  streets  above  the  grade  of  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  will  not  probably  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  $200,000. 

The  committee  woubi  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  author- 
izing a  loan  of  $200,000,  which  will  be  sufficient  to 
cover  all  expenditures  during  the  next  six 
months.  L.  R.  Cutter. 

For  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  to  raising  the  territoiy  and 
buildings  en  the  Northampton-street  District  and 
paying  for  any  estates  on  said  district  which  may 
be  surrendered  to  the  city  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  240  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1873. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  report  and 
order  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

MISCELLANEOUS      REPORTS      AND      ORDBRS      SUB- 
MITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police — Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions 
of  Davis  Brothers  &  Co.,  73  and  75  High  street; 
George  F.  Moore  &  Co.,  Federal  street,  corner  of 
High;  Gleorge  B.Drake  &  Co.,  98  Federal  street; 
Harding,  Gray  &  Dewey,  169  Congress  street;  C.  P. 
Botsford  &  Co.  et  al.,  occupants  of  stores  on  Haw- 
ley  street,  for  leave  to  use  projecting  signs  at  the 
places  named.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  all  parties  who  have,  since  the  29th  day  of 
October,  A.  D.  1809,  htmg,  affixed,  erected  or  fast- 
ened any  sign,  lantern,  show  bill  or  sliow  board  of 
any  description  whatever,  which  projects  into  or 
over  Milk  street,  or  Oliver  street,  more  than  one 
foot,  to  remove  the  said  projections  forthwith; 
and  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  said  par- 
ties SL  to  do  within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
the  Chief-of -Police  is  instructed  to  cause  com- 
plaints to  be  made  against  them  as  provided  by 
section  23  of  the  ordinances  in  relation  to  streets, 
passed  the  29th  of  October,  1869. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  John 
J.  AVilliams,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assess- 
ment on  Silver  and  other  streets.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Halleck  street,  between  Ruggles  and  Ward  streets, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  Oct.  5, 1871,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Halleck  street,  be- 
tween Ruggles  and  Ward  streets,  according  to  the 
established  grade  of  said  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$3500. 

Reaa  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Kingsbury  street,  be- 
tween Shawmut  avenue  and  Bainbridge  street. 
Estimated  cost,  $6500.    Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Eastern  Railroad  Corporation 
be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  station  a  flag 
man  whtre  their  tracks  cross  Bennington  street. 
East  Boston,  to  notify  travellers  wbenever  an  en- 
gine or  train  passes  said  street. 

Read  once. 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Charles  Herman 
tte  sum  of  one  hundr  ed  and  twentj'-eight  dollars 
and  fifty  cents,  in  full  compensation  for  labor  and 
mateiial  furnished  by  him  in  grading  Mechanic 
Street  in  1873;  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  an  ac- 
quittance and  discharge  t-ati'^ factory  to  the  City 
Solicitor  for  all  damages,  CO  its  and  expenses  to 
himself  and  those  hoMiiig  leases  under  hm  on  ac- 
count of  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  saidstree^; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $79  46,  assessed  to 
Curtis  A.  Martin  for  edgestones  on  lleasant 
street,  Ward  16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed 
to  Martin  M.  Rogers. 

That  the  sum  of  $32  19,  assessed  to  John  Hag- 

ferty  for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street.  Ward  16,, 
e  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Bartholomew 
a  id  John  Roach. 

That  the  sum  of  $36  90,  assessed  to  Hart  Bailey, 
for  edgestones  on  S tough. on  street,  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Ella  Holbrook. 

That  the  sum  of  S136  16,  assessed  to  Cook,  Jor- 
dan &  Morse,  for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street, 
Ward  16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  as  fol- 
lows: Cobb  &  Cafe,  .'^43  05;  Roderick  Richard- 
son, $21  52;  T.  W.  Hoxie,  $21  53;  Calvin  Swallow, 
$50  06. 

'1  hat  the  sura  of  $20  91  be  abated  from  the  bill 
of  $59  90  assessed  to  John  McElroy  for  edge- 
stones on  Hampshire  street,  the  amount  abated 
being  assessed  in  error. 

That  the  sum  of  $16  76  as-cssed  to  Martin  Cady, 
for  sideivalk  No.  11  Athens  street,  be  abated,  and 
the  same  assessed  to  John  Flaherty. 

That  the  sum  of  $28  29  be  abated  from  the  bill 
of  $139  81,  assessed  to  H.  N.  Clark  for  edgestoi'cs 
on  Longwood  avenue,  and  asse.'-sed  to  "Public 
Building"  Department  of  the  cily  of  Boston. 

That  the  sum  of  $66  63,  asse  .«ed  to  James  Guild, 
and  the  sum  of  $88  03,  assessed  to  heirs  of  Samuel 
Guiia,  for  edgestones  on  GuiLl  stieet,  be  aliated, 
and  they  be  assessed  respectively  as  follows: 
James  Guild,  $34  65;  heirs  of  Samuel  Guild,  $a7  17. 

That  the  sum  of  $15  58,  assessed  to  B.  F.  Bennett 
for  edgestones  on  Norfolk  street,  be  abated,  and 
the  same  assessed  to  heirs  of  Thomas  Tclman. 

That  the  sum  of  $71  30,  assessed  to  C.  C.  South- 
worth  for  edgestones  on  East  street,  Ward  115,  be 
abated,  and   the  same  assessed  to  C.  C.  Southard. 

ThTtthesumof  $9  68,  assessed  to  James  Shee- 
han  for  edgestones  on  Dale  street,  be  abated,  and 
the  same  assessed  to  Jeremiah  Sheehan. 

That  the  sum  of  $212  71,  assessed  to  Miciih  Dyer,, 
Jr.,  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street,  Wara  16, 
be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Henry  C.  Mc- 
DufEee. 

■  That  the  sum  of  $12  34,  assessed  t-o  Joseph  T. 
Walker  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street.  Ward 
16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  heirs  of 
Samuel  Walker. 

That  the  sum  of  $29  52,  assessed  to  WiUiam  H. 
Brown  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street.  Ward 
16,  be  abated  and  the  same  assessed  to  Michael 
Carroll. 

That  the  sum  of  $87  87,  assessed  to  John  A. 
Pray  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street.  Ward  16, 
be  abated  and  assessed  as  follows:  C.  C.  Childs, 
$22  80;  William  Manning,  $C5  07. 

That  the  sum  of  $68  68,  assessed  to  heirs  of 
Jacob  Bird  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street, 
Ward  16,  be  abated  and  of  said  amount  the  sum  of 
$66  38  be  assessed  to  Ann  and  Sarah  Bird. 

That  the  sum  of  $44  90,  assessed  to  Brown  & 
Collins  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street,  Ward 
16,  be  abated  and  the  tame  assessed  to  E.  S.  John- 
son. 

That  the  sura  of  $20  72,  assessed  to  Hatch 
Brothers  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street. 
Ward  16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to 
Henry  N.  Hatch. 

That  the  sum  of  $19  06,  assessed  to  William  Jess 
for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  strest,  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  M.  M.  Whip- 
ple. 

That  the  sum  of  32  84,  assessed  to  John  Butland 
for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street.  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  L.  Dana  Rob- 
Bins^ 

That  the  sum  of  $79  70,  assessed  to  Nathan 
Sawyer  for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street,  Ward 
16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Henry  N. 
Sawyer  et  al. 

That  the  sum  of  22  59,  assessed  to  G.W.Dyer 
for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  .street.  Ward  16,  be 
sibatfed,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Edward  Mc- 
lyechnie.  . 
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Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  Grade  Damages— Gforge  H/ 
Kuhn,  trustee,  $100,  250  Dudley  street;  Cathaiine 
McCulley,  $503,  Brighton  avenue,  near  Beacon 
street. 

Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Washing- 
ton street  to  Reed  street,  heretofore  known  as 
Prescott  place,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as 
"Nevvcomb  street"  ;  and  th.it  ttis  Superiutenlent 
of  Streets  be  directed  to  place  street  signs  upon 
and  number  said  street. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  famish  and  set  the  edgestones  on 
Broadway,  between  N  and  O  streets,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets — 

Report,  on  petition  of  Matthew  McCormick  to 
be  paid  for  damages  to  his  leasehold  estate  in  Puf- 
fer's builling.  No.  10  Wil-on's  lane,  that  said  claim, 
had  been  settled  by  verdict  of  court  and  no  action 
is  required.    Acce  ted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  .«treet  damages  as  follows: 
Heirs  of  Frederick  Neff,  $487,  widening  rf  Maga- 
zine st  eet;  Nathaniel  T.  Safford,  $i;2  50,  widen- 
ing of  Ceylon  street;  Gather. ue  H.  Faun  e,  5580, 
widening  of  Washington  street;  Ezckiel  S.John- 
son, .13250,  extension  of  Magazine  street  to  Dudley 
street.    Severally  passed. 

OrdC'-s  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Ezekiel  S.  Johnson,  $3250,  wideninij,-  and  extending 
Magazine  street  to  Dudley  street;  Maiy  and  Anne 
Wigglesworth,  $500,  widening  Haw  ley  street; 
Charles  G.  Greene,  James  H.  Beals,  N.  G.  Greene, 
J.  G.  Beals,  et  al.,  $325,000,  for  their  estate  on  the 
corner  of  Water  and  Devonshire  streets,  surren- 
dered to  the  city  on  account  of  the  widening  of 
Water  street.    Severally  read  once. 

By  Allerman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department — Report  recommending  that  the  pe- 
tition 01  the  Shoe  &  Leather  Insurance  Com- 
pany et  al.,  for  a  steam  fire  engine  in  (hailes 
street,  near  Po|  lar  street,  referred  to  ^  aid  com- 
mittee among  the  unfinished  business  of  1873,  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Ac- 
cepted, and  reference  ordered. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — Reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  orders : 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Paris  street,  between  Brooks  and  Putnam 
streets.    Passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
30th  inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  subject  of 
constructing  sewers  in  Washiugion  street,  be- 
tween Union  and  Austin  streets,  Charlestown ;  in 
Circuit  street,  be. ween  Fervvick  and  Summit 
streets,  and  in  Regent  street,  between  Circuit  and 
Alpine  streets ;  in  Walnut  avenue,  between  War- 
ren and  Circuit  streets,  and  in  Circuit  street,  be- 
tween Walnut  avenue  and  Summit  street;  in 
Washmgtou  street,  between  Ruggles  and  Spelling 
stieets;  in  Adams  street,  Dorchester,  between 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Arcadia  street.  Severally 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  $363  52  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Saniu(  1  Watkins's  heirs  for  a  sewer  in 
Dennis  street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon 
J.  Huckins's  heirs. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  th3  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  applica- 
tions for  licenses  as  follows:  G.  I''.  Sanllev,  to  give 
concert  at  Wait's  Hall  on  March  30th;'AVilliam 
Corcoran,  to  give  concert  at  Waits  Hall,  April 
16th ;  Rhodes,  Paige  &  Co.,  for  auctioneer's  license 
at  102  1  earl  street;  Eliot  Dramatic  A-;  ociation,  to 
give  exhibitions  at  45  EKot  street;  John  Somers, 
for  transfer  of  hack  license;  Sherburne  L. 
Swasey,  to  deal  in  second-hand  artitles  at  40 
Salem  street;  William  Lynch,  c<  «/.,  for  transfer 
of  hack  license;  C  J.  Johansson,  to  give  con- 
cert in  Beach-street  Church,  April  ICth;  John 
Ward,  Manning  &  Kelley,  John  Riley,  G.  H.  Lin- 
nell,  John  Sullivan,  Chailes  E  Maguire,for  wagon 
licenses;  James  W.  I'enno,  for  auctioneer  s  license 
at  5  Pemberton  square;  L.S.Harvey,  to  keep  in- 
telligence office  at  678  Washington  street;  AVi  lis 
&  Howai-d,  for  auctioneer's  Leense  at29%Tie- 
mont  street;  John  K.  Abbott,  27  Washing. on 
street,  for  renewal  of  auctioneer's  license;  Henry 
O.  Dorkham,  for  auctioneer's  license  at  544  Wash- 
ington street;  Henry  Graham,  for  hack  stani  at 
4Tremontrow;  A.  P.  Peck,  to  give  concerts  at 
Music  Hall  this  week;  forty  newjOoysand  minors,- 
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applications  for  licence.  Al=o,  "leave  to  with- 
draw" o.i  petition  for  license  of  Grpeley  Raiison, 
to  (leal  in  Feconil-hand  articles  at  243  Dorchester 
avei.ue.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Allennan  lii{!,elovv,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licens-e?— Ue^ort  in  favor  of  granting  the  follow- 
ii  g  appl  cadons  for  victunll -is'  licenses:  John 
"Wiunerholm,  10  iVierrimac  stieet;  Frank  Freeman, 
4CC  Tiemout  streei  ;  John  Neliou,  Marginal  street; 
James  Sullivan,  80  l^lsasant  street:  William  Tay- 
lor, 85  Bunker-lull  street;  John  Wilfert  &  Co.,40 
lrio\ince  street;  Frederick  Sedig,  14  Comhill; 
Anna  M.  Tjord,  10i7  Shawmut  avenue;  Wolf  M. 
Mas^sef ,  1207  Trcmont  street;  f^ewton  &  Sou,  135 
Llicks'ione  streer;  John  Francis,  i60  and  262 
Korth  street;  John  Ciillen,  181  North  stieet;  M. 
A.  Hanscom,  33  Howard  street;  Albert  E.  Foth,  15 
Hajward  plate;  tlo  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  ap- 
pVicaiions  fer  victuallers'  licenses  by  J.  F.  Denny, 
No  f>,lk  avenue  and  .Magazine  street;  Thomas  M. 
Paine,  338  Main  street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Aliennan  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engii.es— Report  in  favor  of  grai.ting  peti- 
tion of  C.  J.  Doaovan  &  Co.  for  leave  to  locate 
steam  engine  near  No. folk  av^-nue.    Accepted. 

By  Al  iern:an  Brook? ,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey an  1  Inspection  of  Buil  lings— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  oraer  authorizing  the 
granting  of  a  permit  to  Jonathan  Stone  to  repair 
wooden  buil  lings.    Order  passed. 

ByAllermTii  >\''orthingto.i,  for  the  Committee 
on  HeaUh— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  erect  stables  by  M.  Drinan  & 
Co.,  Howard  avenue;  Annie  Ji.  Ketchnie,  Long- 
wood  avenue;  T.  R.  Ketween,  Church  street;  Abel 
Hairingt-in,  W.i  hington  and  Market  streels.Ward 
19;  James  F.  Hill,  Atlautic  avei.ue,  near  market 
sta'^o  ;  Thomas  J.  Lane,  Paris  street;  B.  Sheehan, 
Milford  place;  William  Bui  nett  &  Co,  3iJ2  Com- 
mercial street;  and  "leave  to  with Iravv"  on  peti- 
tion of  William  H.  Taylor  to  occupy  a  stable  on 
North  Andersoa  stree.,  No.  37.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Repoit,  recommending  that  the  order 
respecting  the  location  of  urinals  in  diECeient 
parts  of  the  city  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
He;.lth.    Accepted,  and  riference  ordered. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories— Reports  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  actompan)  iiig  orders: 

Ordered,  That'the  armoiy  of  Company  D,  First 
Battalion  of  infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of 
Harvard  and  Washington  stree rs,  be  approved  as 
a  ^  uitable  place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equip- 
ments. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  five 
hundie J  doll  irs,  in  repairing  and  famishing  the 
armoi'y  of  tlie  i-'irst  Company  of  Cadets,  i»l.  V. 
M.,  at  No.  94  Tremont  street,  said  sum  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appiopiiation  for  Armories. 

Passed— yeas  12,  nnys  0. 

By  Al  lerman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ful  r.c  Buil  lings- Report  lecommending  that  the 
orde.-  to  consider  ihj  expe  liencv  of  proyiding 
suitable  police  stations  in  Ward  19  be  referred 
iothe  Committee  on  Pol  ce  on  the  part  cf  the 
Bo:\rd  of  AlJermen,  they  being  the  proner  author- 
ity to  determine  ilie  i.eces.-ity  for  jjolice accommo- 
dations. Report  accepted,  and  reference  or- 
dered. 

By  Alderman  Prescott— 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Co-nmittee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested lo  consiLier  the  expediency  of  paving  with 
wooden  Llocks  that  poitio..  of  Shawmut  avenue  in 
front  of  the  Wait  Primary  School. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  petition  of 
Patrick  Tracey  el  al.,  for  leave  to  establish  a  cem- 
tery,  which  had  beeniefnred  to  i he  Committee 
on  Cemeteries.  As  that  committee  had  been  abol- 
ished, and  their  duties  tran^f  rred  to  ihe  Board  of 
Health,  h-;  movel  thit  ttie  peDitiou  be  referic  I  to 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  this 
Board.    Tlie  motion  was  carried. 

RAILROAD  STATION  INWARD  NINETEEK. 

On  motion  of  Al  lerman  Stebbins,  the  order  au-  . 
thorizing  the  Water  Board  to  grant  the  u' e  of , 
10,000  square  f -et  of  land,  near  Chestnut-Hdl 
Re  ervoir,  as  a  site  for  apas-enger  rail wa-^  sta- 
tion,for  the  term  of  ten  years,  and  on  other  terrris 
£€t  forth  in  said  order,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Al  ieiman  Stebbiijs  mo;  ed  tha,t  it  be  referred  t* 
the  Water  Board, 

Alderman  Worthington  inquired  if  the  subject 


had  not  been  before  the  Water  Board  for  two 
years. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  hnd,  and  that 
bo.ird,  under  the  ordinance, had  full  lontrol  of  iho 
matter.  The  parties  interested  would  be  sati&fiei 
with  the  refeience. 

The  order  was  leferred  to  the  Waler  Board. 

THE   SALARY   BILL. 

Alderman  Stebl  inr  submitted  the  second  report 
of  the  Committee  on  SaLiries  (City  Doc,  No.  30),  as 
folio  w^  : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  S^lar^eF,  to 
whom  were  recommitted  several  of  the  orders 
establishii  g  the  s:  laries  cf  city  ofticers  for  the 
year  beginning  on  the  first  di'y  cf  Xpril  next,  hav- 
ing cnrefuUy  consid' red  the  jubj 'ct,  vioull  re- 
specif  uUy  recommend  the  passage  of  the  orders  in 
a  new  draf  c. 

The  only  changes  proposed  in  the  salaries,  as 
originally  reporte  I,  are  as  fellows  : 

The  s;  laiy  of  ihe  Superinten  lent  of  the  Public 
Library  is  increased  from  $?330l>  to  S3b00. 

The  salary  of  the  Su|.eiinle..(leiit  of  Common 
and  Public  Groi'nds  is  increased  f.om  5^220!)  to 
§2500. 

The  salary  cf  the  Superintendent  of  ths  Lunatic 
Hospital  is  increased  fiom  §2200  to  $2£00. 

Respeeif ::lly  submitted. 
■  Solomon  B.  Stehrins, 

Chiirman  cf  Committee. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committe* 
on  Sal  vries,  would  respeoifuUy  recommend  ihat 
additional  changes  b  ma  ic  in  ihe  salaries  origi- 
nally reported,  as  follows : 

The  alaries.  of  the  Street  Commissioners  lo  bo 
iii'T-'ase  I  from  )5  3500  to  $4030. 

The  salirj' cf  the  Sup- rinteii'lcnt  of  the  Putlic 
Library  to  be  ii  erea-eJ  f  om  5^3^00  to  ,«4030. 

The  s.-ilxiy  of  Ihe  Pu  crintendent  of  Lamps  to 
be  increased  from  §3000  to  $:300. 

Charles  J.  Prescott. 

On  motion  of  Al  lerman  Stebbin'--,  the  orders 
were  read  once  by  their  titlo  and  then  taken  up 
eeetion  by  section. 

Fir  t  Order— Sections  fixing  solTrie"-  of  Cily  En- 
gineer at  SE003,  City  Survevor  $:  6C0,  Wr.tei  Retis- 
tiar  ilfSODO,  Harbor  Ma-  ter  $1800,  Sealer-^  cf  Wei  ht^ 
.•^nd  M^--isures  $2030,  Tn^-pecior  cf  Buildi.gs  $1003. 
S  ver.  lly  ]:as<ed  without  riel.ate. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  C  ity-ScTcitor  at  $5000, 
Fir  t-Assi  tant  at  $3500,  and  Second-As'istai  t  at 
$2500.  .Mdennan  Ciit.er  moved  io  strike  five  hun- 
dred''oUars  from  eaeh  of  the  assistants.  Lo.-t, 
ard  the  :  ection  adopte  1  a=--  reported. 

Sertion  fixing  sr.l  iry  <  f  '^treet  Commi'=;sioners  at 
?3500.  Al  lermhn  PreS(  ott  moved  to  substitute 
the  minority  leport  a'd  make  the  salary  $4000.  Ho 
said  the  matter  had  nl  eady 'ieen  f ally  discu- fed, 
and  that  sum  fixed  in  the  other  branch  by  unani- 
mous vo^c.  They  should  have  the  same  salaries 
as  other  eommi-sio.eis.  Their  duties  have  been 
largely  increa'^ed,  and  required  the  best  talent, 
£ueh  as  the  city  row  has. 

Alderman  Cutter  saiil  the  St"eet  Commissioners 
did  not  intend  lo  do  as  much  this  year  as  former- 
ly, because  the  ci>y  d'^bt  i- in' reasmg  so  lapi  ly. 
It  woiil  I  be  better  to  decrease  ihe  salaries  of  other 
rommi-sioners  rather  than  burden  ihe  taxpayeis 
by  increasing  these.  The  Street  Commissioners 
would  work  just  a=  well  for  $3500  as  for  $4000. 

Al  lerman  i  reseott  ha  I  never  heard  taxpayers 
com;dain  when  city  officers  were  pail  good  s.-^la^ 
ries,  which  lie  belie. ed  to  be  good  policy  when 
offi(dals  deserved  it. 

Al  lerman  Power  thought  there  shoull  be  no 
distinction  in  ?nlaries  between  commissioiers  and 
heads  of  lepar.ments.  Tht  Street  Commissionci-a 
h  ive  not  rlaimed  any  increase  cf  srlary,  and  it 
never  would  have  le  n  mentior.ed  had  not  oth'.r 
faliries  been  ma  le  1  tiger.  It  worl  I  be  better  to 
decrease  others  than  to  increase  Ihe  e. 

Al  'erman  Worthington  favored  $4000.  for  the 
men  would  comm  nl  that  in  the  business  ai.y- 
wheie.  They  give  their  whrle  time  to  the  busi- 
ne.-is,  and  cai.  f arnirh  any  i.  fo  mation  in  reg'-rd 
to  stieet  widening?  which  may  be  de  ire  I.  Otli-r 
men  with  the  same  exper  ei  ce  roul  1  i  oi  be  ob- 
tained for  $5000.  Geo  I  men  shoidJ  not  have  to 
come  around  beggi.  g  for  ;ni  increa;  e  cf  salaiy. 

Alderman  Cutt.er  thought  Iheydidnot  uave  to 
give  their  whole  time  to  ilie  business  ;  they  did  not 
to  I  every  day,  ele  the  I'oord  woul  1  have  more 
f.eqiient  con'nnunicat'.ons  f  om  them.  It  i  of 
co'irse  a  plea^nre  to  vote  for  an  increase  of 
Falary  and  have  a  man  shake  you  by  t'lp  hand,  1  ut 
he  look  mo  e  plea  ur"  in  doing  his  duty.  The 
Superintendent  of  Streets  had  more  responsibility 
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tban  any  commi?sicner  in  City  Hall,  and  yet  the 
committee  liad  not  said  a  word  about  increasing 
his  salary. 

Aldeiman  Power  believed  in  doing  the  city's 
hu^iness  as  he  would  his  own,  and  certairdy  if  a 
man  had  been  followed  1  y  mh  fortune  and  Are, 
and  had  had  to  boi row  millions  of  dollar- to  pay 
his  debts,  he  would  not  increase  the  salaries  of 
his  exployep.  It  is  not  a  time  to  increase  salaries 
•when  the  prospective  inciea^e  of  the  city  debt  is 
EO  large. 

Al  lerman  Brooks  thought  the  commis  ioners 
were  worth  $4000,  and  f  hould  have  it.  He  woulcl 
do  fo  in  his  own  '  usincFF.  The  increase  would 
no^  bankrupt  the  city.  If  the  Board  were  rearly 
lo  cut  down  the  other  commissioners  to  $3500,  he 
was  willing. 

The  motion  t"  make  the  sum  §4000  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote. 

Yeas— Al  lermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Worihingion— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Po- 
teis,  I'ower,  Stebbins— 6. 

The   seciion  was   then    adopted  and  reported. 

Section  fixing  salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners  at 
$4000.  Alilerman  Brooks  moved  to  make  the  sala- 
ry $3500.    Lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Scebbir.s,  Worthiiigton— 7. 

The  section  was  then  adopted. 

Second  order— Pect  on  making  salary  of  mem- 
bers cf  Board  of  Health  $4000  each.  Aldeiman 
Hall  moved  to  make  it  $2000,  for  the  reason  that 
thiee  men  are  paid  for  doing  the  work  of  one. 
The  Board  cf  Health  is  almost  useless  to  the  city, 
and  as  the  number  of  three  must  be  retained  he 
proposed  to  pay  what  he  believed  them  worih. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  moved  to  make  the  sum  !j3500, 
and  AlJerman  Hall  accepted  vhe  amendment. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  hoped  the  section  would  be 
adopted  as  reported.  He  did  not  believe  the  re- 
mark cf  the  Aldeiman  fi'om  "Ward  10  shov.li  go 
ni-on  the  records  without  contradiction.  Any  one 
who  knows  the  business  of  the  Board  cf  Healch 
knows  that  no  one  man  can  do  the  work  those  three 
men  do.  Boston  had  such  a  board  fifty  years  ago, 
and  it  certaii  ly  is  neerlei  more  now  *han  then. 

AlJerman  Hall  replied  that  he  could  no:  find 
anything  that  board  had  done  since  the  smallpox 
had  been  abated. 

AlJeiman  Cutter  thought  there  should  be  a 
board  of  health  in  case  there  was  an  ipidemic, 
but  he  did  not  know  that  theyweie  doing  much 
good  at  present.  He  was  surprised  that  the  AlJer- 
man from  Ward  9  was  so  in  favor  of  high  salaries 
for  commissions  in  view  of  the  deselopmeuis  at 
"Wathington;  but  the  gentleman  had  served  on  the 
School  Committee  \vnich  had  voi;ed  very  high 
salaries. 

Alderman  Prescott  would  not  defend  the  school 
boarJ,  but  he  believed  the  memtors  of  the  Board 
of  Hsalth  are  laloring  for  Ihe  best  interest  of  the 
city.  He  believed  such  a  board  was  necestaiy  to 
prevent  disease. 

AlJerman  Power  acknowledged  the  importance 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  but  they  had  been  permit- 
ted to  do  other  business,  and  had  not  done  what 
those  who  voted  io  establish  the  commission  had 
expected.  He  did  i.ot  dispute  their  ability,  but 
they  are  employing  assistants  in  eveiy  part  o'f  the 
city  to  do  work  that  they  weie  appointed  to  do. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  surprised  at  the 
last  remaiks.  He  believed  the  Board  of  HeaLh 
wore  doing  their  duties  failhfuUv.  Dr.  Duigin 
and  Mr.  Whiiiug  attend  to  tlieir  duiies  all  the 
time,  and  Mr.  Boardraan  is  fast  closi.  g  up  his  law 
business.  They  had  accomplished  more  in  their, 
first  six  months  than  can  be  wiped  out  in  five  or 
ten  years.  Dr.  Durgin  is  about  the  city  every  day 
looking  afier  nuisances,  lo  prevent  disease.  If 
they  find  peOj'de  living  in  damp,  filthy  places,  the 
board  orders  them  to  move  out.  They  love  to 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  city,  and  tuis  Board 
should  encourage  them. 

AUeiman  Power  said  the  expenses  of  the  Health 
Depai'tment  weie  rapidly  incieasing,  but  it  had 
been  expected  that  they  would  decrease  if  the 
Board  of  Health  was  established.  They  a.  e  to 
have  an  appiopriation  of  $10,000  for  in^pectors, 
work  which  the  members  of  that  board  should  do 
thehiselve-.  Tney  are  men  of  intelligence,  who 
coulJ  not  be  bribed  for  ten  dollars  to  neglect  a 
nuisai.ce  where  one  existed,  if  they  attended  to 
the  woik  that  belonged  to  them,  and  dispensed 
with  so  much  assistance,  he  vvoulJ  be  willing  to 
l-a   them  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 


Alrlerman  Prescott  stated  that  one  man  alone  in 
that  oflflce  had  visited  ie,230  pbues  and  made  ]36 
.■seizures  <f  meat  not  fit  to  be  told  in  this  city.  The 
f^ct  that  the  city's  health  is  so  good  is  in  part 
owing  to  th^  labors  of  that  board.  There  has 
1  ittly  betn  estaiU  hed  a  fire  pat.ol;  tup^oseina 
few  years  the  number  cf  fires  should  be  dimii - 
i  hed,  would  gentlemen  advocate  the  abolition  cf 
the  pai  rol  ? 

Aldeiman  Power  said  that  it  was  notorious 
that  nuisances  existed  in  the  city,  but  if  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Boaid  went  loun^i  th  msel.es  iho 
business  Vi'ould  be  1  etter  at  ended  to  than  it  is  Ly 
the  inspectors  employed  by  them. 

AlJerman  Hall  doubted  very  much  if  anyone 
knew  what  the  m  mber  of  the  Board  of  HeaLh 
do  themselves,  although  their  assistants  may  work 
a  great  deal. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  wanted  to  see  the 
record  of  the  commissioners  themselves.  He  did 
not  believe  iheir  agent  were  trustworthy.  He  1  e- 
liev  d  Superintei.uent  Foristall, ;  lone,  would  c'o 
as  well  as  the  Board  of  liealth.  "Vvhat  was  wanted 
was  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Alderman  AVorthinglon  knew  the  Board  of 
Health  were  doi.  g  their  duly  well.  They  have  or- 
ganived  the  depariment  thoiouglily,  ai.ci  Lave  a  - 
tistants  wto  go  lound  and  reiio.t  f  om  day  to 
day.  Before  this  board  wa-!  established  i  olhing 
was  done.  If  we  had  had  a  goo  J  Board  of  He:  Lh 
we  s  oulJ  not  have  had  the  smallpox  e,  idemic. 
The  health  of  the  city  1  ow  is  le.ter  than  it  has 
been  for  years.  He  would  be  glad  to  know  if  ai  y 
inspec.or  did  i  ot  do  his  ciu.y,tor,  if  it  could  Le  as- 
certained, h  '  woulJ  have  to  go. 

Alderman  BrootiS  believed  in  paying  a  fair  price 
for  labor,  and  heie  woulJ  be  n  chance  to.  ave 
moLejr.  The  man  who  takes  his  life  i.,  his  hand  to 
figlit  fire  is  reduced  f  om  $300  to  $225,  and  no. h- 
ing  is  said.    Tiie  salariej  shoulJ  Le  made  equil. 

Aldeiman  Power  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  opposing  i  he  Board  of  Health.  No  one 
had  advo.ated  it  moie  strongly  than  he.  but  the 
board  had  not  come  up  to  the  expectations  of 
those  who  advocaed  it.  Insiead  of  de.  reasi.  g 
the  expenses,  th(  y  had  iicen  increased.  The  du- 
t.e  ■  are  lesponsil  le.  T  he  men  emploved  as  assist- 
ants are  not  re-i  o..sible  to  the  Board  of  Al  "ermen, 
and  they  did  know  whether  they  are  above  cor- 
ruption or  not.  Some  people  tire  compelled  to 
abate  nuisances,  ■  nd  some  who  maintain  nui- 
sances are  unmclested. 

1  he  mo. ion  lO  make  the  salary  $3500  was  lost  by 
a  tie  vote. 

Ye.as-Aldei men  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Power— 6. 

Nays— Aldeimen  rigdov/,  Clark,  Emeiy,  Pres- 
cott, Stebbins,  AV'orthii.gton- G. 

The  salary  was  mate  5j4O00— veas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas — AlJenneu  Bigelow,  CI  vrk,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  WorihingiOi.— 7. 

Nays— Alaermen  Biooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

The  section  was  then  adopted. 

Se  tion  fixing  silary  of  Superintendent  of 
Health  at  $3300,  and  allowing  him  the  use  of  a 
hor:  e  and  vehicle  at  the  expense  tf  ihe  city. 

Aldei  man  Harri  s  asked  if  this  horse  belonged 
to  the  ( ity. 

The  Chairman  said  it  is  understood  that  it 
belonged  to  the  city  and  is  stalled  at  the  city 
stables. 

Al  .erman  Cutter  asked  if  it  meant  one  horse  or 
more;  he  understood  that  some  superinlenuents 
kept  two  or  three  horses,  ana  were  in  the  habit  of 
jockeying. 

Al  .erinan  Stebbins  did  not  believe  Superinten- 
dent Forristall  would  be  guilty  of  such  a  thing. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  heads  of  departments 
were  voted  one  horse  and  were  allowed  to  keep 
three,  sometimes.  He  himself  had  1  ought  a  hoice 
fiom  Mr.  Forri>t.ill  for  use  ou  a  brijge.  He  did 
not  accuse  him  of  jockeying,  but  he  did  not  think 
Euperinteadents  ought  to  keep  th  ee  orfour  hoises. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  Health  Deiiartment 
have  to  buy  mary  hoises,  some  of  wh  ch  are  unfit 
to  work  on  pavements.  Two  were  bought  for  the 
cemeteries  which  did  very  well,  but  wtie  unlit  for 
the  city,  and  that  may  have  been  the  case  with  the 
horse  for  the  bridge.  He  did  not  bt  lieve  Mr.  Fur- 
ristall  kept  two  or  three  horses  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense. 

A 1  lerman  Worthington  wanted  to  know  if  any 
heads  of  departments  kept  three  hordes  at  the 
city's  expense? 

Aldeiman  Cutter  had  talked  with  them  about  it,, 
and  th.y  said  one  horse  could  not  do  the  work  and 
they  are  obliged  lo  keep  more.     He  stated  this 
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that  members  of  the  Board  may  understand  the 
question. 

Alfieiinan  Worthincjton  had  never  heard  of  such 
a  thing  before,  and  if  the  gentleman  f  iom  Ward  6 
knew  of  such  a  case  he  shoultl  designate  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  s-orry  the  Committee  on 
•Health  dil  not  know  more  of  their  business. 

AUlernian  Power  said  gentlemen  would  not 
have  much  difficuliy  in  finding  out  that  the  heads 
of  departments  keep  more  than  one  horse.  The 
head  of  his  department  (sewers)  .' ays  one  horse 
cannot  do  the  work  and  he  requires  two.  He 
keeps  his  horses  in  the  city  yards  at  the  South 
End. 

'J  he  section  was  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  City  Physician  at  $3000, 
and  allowing  hun  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  at 
the  city's  expense. 

Akleiman  Harris  inquired  where  this  horse  was 
kept. 

Alderman  Stebbins  understood  he  was  allowed 
to  board  his  horse  near  hi-s  residence. 

Allerman  Cutter  said  this  salary  used  to  be 
S1500,  and  it  was  increased  last  year  on  condition 
that  he  should  give  medical  attendance  at  the 
station  houses,  but  he  lefuses  to  do  it,  and  the 
Police  Department  have  to  pay  bills  of  considera^ 
tie  magnitude  every  month  in  consequence. 

The  se3tion  was  alopte  1. 
■  Sections  iixing  salary  of  Post  Physician  at  $1000: 
City  R  'gistrar  at  $3000,  etc.,  adopted. 

Ihird  order— Section  fixing  salary  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Library  at  $3600.  Alderman 
JPrescott  moved  to  make  it  $4000,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  minority.  He  believed  the  offi- 
cer worth  it.  Our  PubLc  Library  is  the 
large  t  in  the  country.  Other  cities  have 
enueavoreJ  to  induce  our  Superintendent 
to  leave  Boston.  He  had  been  offered  nearly 
double  lii'i  present  sala;  y  in  two  other  cities.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  Superintandei.t  would  go  if 
his  f- alary  was  not  made  $4000,  but  that  compensa- 
tion wa^'but  fair  and  just.  The  salary  is  the  same 
now  as  it  was  before  the  large  increase  of  labor  by 
the  e  tablishment  of  the  several  branches.  If  a 
vacancy  oi;curs  there  it  would  requite  two  men  to 
fill  his  place. 

AlJerman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  salary  $3300,  the  same  as  list  year. 

The  Chairman  said  the  larger  sum  would  take 
precedence  in  putting  the  vote. 

Alderman  Stebbins  did  not  wish  to  underrate 
the  value  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, but  they  had  aUo  an  efficient  Pre-ident  of 
the  i>oara  of  Trustees.  The  reasons  stated  in  the 
other  branch  were  sufficient  to  induce  the  com- 
mittee to  report  $3GO0,  but  he  saw  no  reason  for 
making  his  salary  more  than  the  other  superin- 
tendents. 

Alderman'Power  noticed  that  the  expenses  of 
the  department  were  increased  about  $45,000,  and 
there  were  just  the  same  reasons  for  incieasing 
other  salaries  as  this. 

Alderman  Worth  ngton  favored  .$4000,  because 
the  gentleman  is  wor'h  ir.  He  had  been  offered 
$5000  to  go  to  Cincinnati  and  $7000  to  go  to  Chica- 

fo,  but  would  remain  here  at  $4000.  He  should 
e  paid  that  salary  and  be  kept  in  Boston. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  think  the  extravagant 
salaries  paid  in  Cincinnati  or  Chicago  shouli  be 
any  rule  for  Boston,  which  has  the  best  govern- 
ment on  this  continent.  He  hoped  Boston  would 
keep  up  its  reputation  for  economy. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Superintendent  was 
raised  last  year  $300.  The  year  before  that  he  pe- 
titioned for  more  salaiy,  and  stated  that  if  he  did 
not  get  it  he  would  leave.  But  he  remained  at  the 
old  salary,  and  I  venture  to  say  he  will  stay  now. 
If  this  Board  keeps  on  putting  up  salaries  he  did 
not  know  but  it  woul  1  be  necessary  to  have  them 
fixed  by  act  of  Legislature,  like  the  Mayor's,  if 
the  new  members  were  always  trying  to  raise  sal- 
aries. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  po-ition  required 
extraordinary  literary  ability  and  talent.  To  fill 
the  present  place  would  require  one  man  to  look 
after  the  books  in  this  country  nlone.  Here  is  an 
institution  of  great  benefit  to  all  classes  in  Bos- 
ton, and  it  has  been  brought  to  its  nresent  posi- 
tion througii  the  almost  superhuman  efforts  of  the 
Superintendent.  He  did  not  know  the  gentleman 
personally,  having  only  spoken  to  him  twice. 

Alderman  Stebbins  admitted  the  ability  of  the 
Superintendent  to  be  the  best  in  the  country,  but 
the  President,  Mr.  Greenough,  and  Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Hillard  and  Dr.  Greene,  all  ^ave  a  great  deal 
of  labor  and  attention  to  the  library,  and  their 
work  was   invaluable   and  could  not  be  procured ' 


for  mon°y.  Mr.  Win.sor  is  an  eminent  scholar, 
but  in  raising  salaries  the  Ciy  Conned  should  be 
jud  cious.    He  was  willing  to  vo:e  for  $3600. 

After  a  brief  di-cussion  between  Al  lei  men  Har- 
ris, Stebbins  and  Peter,  in  regrrl  to  th3  recom- 
mitment of  the  report,  the  motion  to  make  the 
salary  $4000  wa^  rejected. 

Yeas— AlJermen  Peters,  Prescott  and  Worthmg- 
ton— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Hall,  Hiirri  ■,  Power,  Stebbins— 9. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  make  it  $3300  the 
same  as  last  yf'ar. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Al  lermm  Clark  .said  he  had  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  tru  tees  of  the  PuLlic  Library,  and  believed 
the  Superintendent  cheap  at  S4030ayenr,  and  f 
he  were  to  leave  Boston  his  place  couli  not  be 
supplied  for  that  sum.  But  he  propo  ed  to  sus- 
tain the  lecommendations  of  the  comm'ttee,  feel- 
ing it  impo-sibla  to  get  $4000  ihis  year.  The  Super- 
intendent's labors  have  been  increased  during  the 
past  year,  and  he  has  to  attend  to  the  branches  in 
person  just  the  same  as  he  does  to  the  Central 
Libraiy.  No  library  in  the  United  States  is  man- 
aged witli  greater  ability  than  ours. 

Af;er  further  brief  discussion  the  mot. on  of 
Alderman  Power  was  lo=t. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Power— 3. 

Niiys- Aldermen  Bigelow,  (laik,  Emery,  Hall' 
Har.  is,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Wor.  hington— 9. 

The  section  was  then  adopted  making  the  salary 
$3600. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ers at  $3300  and  pllowing  him  a  horse  and  vehicle, 
at  the  expense  of  the  (  ity. 

AlJerman  Wor.hingtoii  asked  if  this  department 
had  more  than  one  horse. 

AlJerman  Power  said  he  had  two  horses,  be- 
cau'-e  they  were  necessary. 

Al  lerman  St-?bbins  said  if  he  drove  one  at  a 
time  it  is  all  right. 

Alderman  Worthin^tou  asked  if  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  approved  the  bills  for  two  horses,  wJi en 
they  are  not  allowed  by  the  order. 

Al  lerman  Power  replied  that  one  horse  "was  not 
sufficient  for  the  department.  He  does  keep  two 
horses,  but  only  uses  one  at  a  time.  If  gentlemen 
wish  to  investigate  the  matter  he  shoula  be  happy 
to  assis:  them. 

Alderman  Worthington  wanted  a  direct  answer 
to  the  questio  1  whether  Alderman  Power  ap- 
pioved  the  bill  for  more  than  one  horse. 

Alderman  Power  had  not  the  J  lightest  diffidence 
in  saying  that  he  approved  any  bill  for  tv/o  horses 
brought  by  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  when 
he  (the  Al  lerman)  believed  they  were  needed  for 
the  department,  and  he  would  approve  the  bills 
for  a  dozen  horses  if  they  weie  necessary. 

Alderman  Worthington  agreed  that  he'had  some 
things  to  learn,  and  wanted  to  ki.ow  if  he,  as 
chairman,  was  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  four 
or  five  hori-e=. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  authorized  to  do 
fo,  because  his  committee  had  not  put  any  restiic- 
tions  upon  him,  and  he  had  such  confidence  in  the 
Superintendent  that  he  would  approve  any  bills 
the  Superintendent  said  were  correct. 

J?  Iderman  Claik  submitted  the  question  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Seweis  had  the 
right  to  appiove  such  bills.  He  did  not  believe  he 
or  any  other  chairman  had  such  ripht. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  had  often  spoken  of  the  principle  involved,  and 
wanted  to  know  if  he  was  bound,  in  his  guileless 
innocence,  to  approve  all  Mich  bills,  simply  be- 
cause they  are  presented  by  the  Superintendent. 

Aldeiman  Power  said  he  would  go  siiU  further, 
and  bi  lieved  he  had  the  right;  to  approve  bills  for 
a  do^en  horses.  He  asked  if  any  one  knew  how 
many  hor.' es  the  Health  Department  had. 

AlJerman  Worthington  said  he  did  not. 

Aldeiman  Power  said  the  Health  Department, is 
far  behind  in  its  business ,  because  it  has  not 
enough  horses  io  clean  the  stieets  with. 

Alderman  Stebbins  agreed  with  AlJerman  Pow- 
er's position.  The  city  is  bound  to  furnish  the  Su- 
perintendent a  horse,  and  if  one  gets  disabled 
thev  are  bound  to  approve  the  bills  for  another. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  if  the  same  rule 
appl  ed  in  alldepartments. 

Alderman  Ptebbins  replied  that  there  are  many 
horses  in  the  Health  Department  which  are  on  the 
sick  list,  which  should  be  exercised  gently,  and 
the  Superintendent  or  his  assistants  could  use 
them. 
Alderman  Harris  said  he  was  a  member  of  the 
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Committee  on  Sewers,  but  did  not  know  before 
that  the  committee  was  allowed  to  keep  more  than 
one  horse. 

Alderman  Clark  wanted  to  know  if  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  kept  two  horses. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  he  did,  and  if  he 
needed  more  the  committee  would  get  them. 

Alderman  Clark  doubted  the  right  of  the  com- 
mittee to  do  this  thing,  and  he  would  move  to 
amend  the  section  so  as  to  allow  the  Superintend- 
ent as  many  horses  as  are  necessary. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  it  best  to  leave  out  all 
about  the  horse  and  vehicle,  and  moved  it  be 
Stricken  out. 

Alderman  Brooks  did  not  believe  committees 
had  the  right  to  keep  more  than  one  horse  under 
that  order.  A  horse  does  not  mean  two,  and  he 
thought  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  had  stretched 
his  conscience  a  little. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  the  horse  necessary, 
but  did  not  think  the  committee  had  the  right  to 
have  more  than  one. 

Alderman  Peters  vrithdrew  his  motion,  and  Al- 
derman Harris  moved  to  insert  the  word  "only" 
after  the  word  "vehicle." 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  substitute  the 
words  "one  or  more  horses."  If  it  was  necessary 
to  have  more  than  one,  let  them  have  it. 

Alderman  Power  thought  that  under  their  pres- 
ent authority  the  committee  had  full  power  to 
procure  as  many  horses  as  they  needed  to  do  the 
business,  and,  as  chairman,  he  had  felt  no  consci- 
entious scruples  about  approving  the  bills. 

Alderman  Emei-j-  could  see  no  occasion  for  any 
amendment.  If  a'horse  got  tired  out  and  unfit  for 
service  another  one  must  be  had,  and  he  supposed 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  two  or  three  som<=times, 
in  order  to  have  one  ready. 

Alderman  Harris's  amendment  was  lost — 4  for , 
S  against. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  make  it  "one  horse," 
and  that  was  carried,  and  the  section  as  amended 
was  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Streets  at  $3600,  and  allowing  him  the  use  of  a 
horse  and  vehicle  at  the  city's  expense. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  how  many  horses  he 
had. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  unable  to  state. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  generally  has  but  one 
horse,  but  when  he  cannot  get  along  with  one  he 
gets  another. 

AlderBian  Clark  doubted  the  propriety  of  such 
an  answer  to  a  question  for  information. 

Alderman  Power  had  known  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  to  use  200  horses,  and  if  he^needed  400 
the  committee  would  get  them.  There  is  no  ex- 
travagance in  that  department  or  the  Sewer  De- 
partment. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  there  was  a 
principle  in  this  thing  which  should  be  fodowed. 
They  were  talking  continually  of  economy.  Gen- 
tlemen talk  one  way  one  minute  nnd  another  the 
next.  The  question  was  whether  chairmen  of 
committees  should  approve  such  bills  not  author- 
ized by  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Petprs  said  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  prided  himself  on  his  economical  principles.  It 
is  not  the  number  of  horses,  but  the  principle  that 
is  involved. 

Aldermin  Brooks  said  he  would  aot  feel  author- 
ized to  approve  bills  for  more  thi^_  one  horse  in  his 
department,  and  under  the  ordinance  no  gentle- 
man had  the  right  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  believe  the  superin- 
tendents had  the  right  to  use  more  than  one  horse 
at  a  time,  but  they  had  a  right  to  a  horse,  and  he 
as  chairman  had  the  right  to  approve  bills  to  give 
them  a  horse,  if  they  had  to  keep  three  or  more. 
It  was  economy  to  buy  an  extra  horse  and  keep 
it,  rather  than  hire  one.  If  it  became  necessary  to 
buy  a  thousand  horses  for  the  Paving  Department 
he  felt  that  the  committee  had  power  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  sui)posed  that 
enough  horses  would  be  kept  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  each  department,  but  he  did  not  believe 
the  chairman  was  authorized  to  approve  bills  for 
just  as  many  horses  as  the  Superintendent  thinks 
necessary.  He  would  recommend  a  joint  special 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power  would  be  happy  to  assist  in 
such  an  investigation.  He  would  approve  bills 
for  as  many  horses  as  are  necessary  to  do  the 
business. 

Alderman  Hall  said  a  horse  could  not  s«and  more 
than  fifteen  miles  a  day.  His  department  (Lamps), 
had  two  horses,  and  could  not  get  along  with  one. 
The  Alderman  closed  by  moving  to  make  the  sala- 


ry of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  $4000,  urging 
as  a  reason  therefor  the  increased  labors,  and  the 
ability  of  the  officer. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  question  at  issue  was 
the  authority  of  the  chairman  to  approve  the  bills 
for  more  than  one  horse.  This  discussion  had 
brought  out  some  facts  he  was  not  aware  of  be- 
fore. If  the  horses  were  necessary  the  ordinance 
should  be  changed. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  this  had  been  a  growing 
evil  and  he  thought  no  head  of  a  department  had 
the  right  to  keep  more  horses  than  are  allowed  in 
the  order.  He  believed  it  to  be  foUy  for  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Lamps  to  keep  more  than  one 
horse,  for  the  Superintendent  was  in  City  Hall 
four  or  five  hours  a  day.  It  is  a  profitable  discus- 
sion and  he  hoped  the  matter  would  be  settled  be- 
fore they  got  through  and  they  should  learn 
whether  heads  of  departments  had  been  keeping 
horses  for  their  own  private  use. 

Alderman  Hall  claimed  that  no  one  horse  could 
do  the  duty  required  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps,  and  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  put- 
ting that  restriction  in. 

Alderman  Hall's  motion  to  make  the  salary 
$4000  was  lost. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Hall,  Peters,  Power— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington 
-  9. 

The  section  was  then  adopted  as  reported. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  at  $3600  and  allowing  the  use  of  a 
horse  and  vehicle  at  the  city's  expense. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  how  many  horses 
there  are  in  this  department. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  Superintendent  for- 
merly had  two,  one  furnished  by  the  city  and  the 
other  owned  by  himself,  but  the  latter  got  burned 
in  the  Berkeley-street  fire  last  fall,  and  he  had  got 
along  since  with  one.  He  would  probably  have  to 
use  more  this  season. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  if  that  was  for  himself 
or  each  assistant. 

Alderman  Emery  replied  that  he  did  not  think 
his  associates  had  more  than  one. 

Alderman  Brooks  was  for  economy,  and  did  not 
believe  in  keeping  two  or  three  horses  when  the 
order  allowed  only  one. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  amend  by  making 
it  "one  or  more  horses."  He  believed  more  than 
one  necessary  in  that  department. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  if  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  deemed  it  essential. 

Alderman  Emery  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
vote  for  it  after  the  construction  which  had  been 
put  upon  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  it  a  proper  construc- 
tion, otherwise  why  put  in  anything  about  horses 
or  vehicles  ?  He  believed  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  needed  more  than  one  horse. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  make  it  "two 
horses." 

Alderman  Power  hoped  it  would  not  prevail.  If 
it  is  necessary  to  have  half  a  dozen  horses  the 
committee  has  power  to  procure  them.  Commit- 
tees have  the  right  to  spend  $500  without  coming 
to  the  Council  for  an  order.  When  one  horse 
breaks  down  they  must  get  another,  and  that  is 
what  the  different  departments  do. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  it  was  the  bills 
for  the  keeping  of  these  extra  horses  that  the 
chairmen  have  to  approve,  when  the  order  says 
they  shall  keep  only  one.  That  is  the  point  they 
wanted  to  come  at. 

Alde'nnan  Power  said  that  when  one  horse  gives 
out  and  they  have  to  get  another,  should  they 
knock  the  first  one  on  the  head,  the  expense  of 
hiring  a  horse  and  carriage  would  be  enough  to 
cover  the  keeping  of  an  extra  horse. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  ground  o*  the 
last  speaker  untenable.  Committees  have  no 
more  right  to  furnish  heads  of  departments  extra 
horses  without  an  order  of  the  Council  than  they 
have  to  furnish  extra  accommodations  when  the 
rooms  assigned  them  in  City  Hall  are  not  large 
enough. 

Alderman  Peters  said  that  the  same  principle 
applied  to  salaries  as  well  as  horses. 

■The  amendment  "one  or  more  horses"  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  section  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salai-y  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  at  $1800  per  annum. 

Alderman  Clark  asked  why  this  officer  was  not 
allowed  the  privilege  of  keeping  a  horse.  This 
was  his  third  year  in  the  Board,  and  he  was  not 
before  aware  that  any  heads  of  departments  used 
more  than  one  horse.    He  proposed  to  put  in  an 
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order  requesting  the  chairmen  of  committees  to 
report  to  this  Board  how  many  horses  are  used  in 
the  departments. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  would  be  as  well  to 
know  how  many  horses  and  carriages  the  different 
Aldermen  are  using. 

Alderman  Clark  presumed  that  such  members 
as  keep  horses  are  able  to  pay  for  them,  and  the 
keeping  of  them. 

Alderman  ower  meant  how  many  horses  and 
carriages  they  got  from  Maynard's  and  other 
places. 

Alderman  Peters  raised  the  point  that  this  dis- 
cussion had  nothing  to  do  with  the  section. 

The  Chairman  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Alderman  Power  asked  unanimous  consent  to 
reply. 

Aldermen  Peters  and  Harris  objected. 

Alderman  Hall  understood  Alderman  Clark  to 
move  to  amend  so  as  to  give  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Lands  a  horse,  and  he  supposed  there 
was  an  attempt  to  make  a  little  political  capital 
out  of  this  thing. 

Alderman  Clark  did  not  propose  to  bring  poli- 
tics into  the  Board.  That  had  not  been  done  hith- 
erto and  would  not  be  done  now  unless  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10.  He  did  not  make  the 
motion  referred  to. 

The  section  was  adopted. 

Sections  tixing  salaries  of  Superintendent  of 
Printing  at  $2500,  and  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
HaU  Market  at  $2500.    Adopted. 

Section  fixing  the  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  at  f  500.  Alderman  Brooks  moved  to 
make  it  .§100,  as  this  office  and  that  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Market  were  held  by  the  same  person, 
and  after  brief  discussion  and  explanation  by 
Aldermen  Pre.-cott  and  Emery,  the  motion  was 
lost  and  the  section  adopted. 

Section  tixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  $3000.  Alderman  Prescott  moved  to 
substitute  the  minority  report,  and  make  it  $3300. 

Alderman  Hall  said  the  amendment  would  be 
sati^f actory,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  section 
passed. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

The  following  salaries  of  Superintendents  of 
Bridges  were  fixed  as  reported  by  the  committee : 
Mount  Washington  avenue,  $2000;  Federal  street, 
$3000 ;  Broadway ,$3200 ;  Dover  street,$1400 ;  Chelsea 
street,  $300;  Neponset,$300;  Granite,  $250;  Super- 
intendent of  East  Boston  ferries,  $2500. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  make  the  salary  of 
Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge  $1200, 
instead  of  $1000  as  reported. 

Alderman  Cutter  objected  and  noticed  that  the 
Alderman  from  the  First  Ward  had  moved  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  a  Superintendent  iu  that 
ward.  He  cou^d  see  no  reason  for  increasing  this 
salary  unless  there  was  to  be  a  general  increase. 

The  motion  was  lost — yeas  1,  nays  11,  and  the 
section  adopted,  Alderman  Brooks  alone  votiMg 
for  the  amendment. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lunatic  Hospital  at  $2500. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  salary  three  years 
ago  was  $1800,  and  then  the  inmates  of  the  hospital 
were  more  than  now.  The  superintendent  has 
a  horse  and  board  and  rent  for  himself  and 
family. 

A  derman  Power  asked  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  how  many 
horses  this  officer  kept. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  not  a,ware  that  he 
kept  any ;  he  hoped  the  officer  was  able  to  keep 
one  and  pay  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  Dr.  Walker  was  at  the 
head  of  his  profession  in  the  treatment  of  lunacy, 
and  it  seemed  proper  to  the  committee  that  the 
salary  should  be  increased. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  information  would  be 
obtained  from  this  department  in  regard  to  horses. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  last  speaker  is 
a  member  of  that  board  and  ought  to  know  about 
the  horses. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  make  the  salary 
$2200.  Lost  by  a  tie  vote- 
Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Power — 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Pres- 
cott,  Ste'^bins,  Worthington— 6. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  think  the  Board  un- 
derstood the  case.  The  gentleman  was  already 
getting  a  high  salary. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  salary  would  be 
$2500,  which  was  not  high,  from  the  well-known 
ability  of  the  officer. 

Alderman  Emery  agreed  with  the  last  speaker. 


Alderman  Harris  moved  to  make  the  salary 
$2250.    Lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

The  section  was  adopted — 6  for,  5  against. 

The  remaining  sections  in  the  order,  and  al.so 
those  in  the  fourth  order,  were  adopted  without 
debate,  except  the  one  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  at  $3500. 

Alderman  Worthington  inquired  how  many 
horses  are  kept  by  the  Police  Department. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Chief-of-Police  has 
one  horse  and  takes  good  care  of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  read  from  the  annual 
report  to  show  that  he  keeps  three  horses. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Black  Maiia  required 
throe  horses. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  own  up  that  be  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  department,  and  for  what  he  approved 
the  bills. 

Alderman  Stebbins  believed  the  Black  Maria  is 
run  by  the  Health  Department. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  Chief-of-Police 
has  one  horse,  and  the  captains  in  the  Sixteenth 
Ward  and  at  the  Highlands  have  a  horse. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  was  what  he 
wanted  to  know.  He  moved  to  amend  by  making 
it  "one  or  more  horses." 

Alderman  Cutter  objected;  the  Chief  did  not 
desire  it. 

The  amendment  was  lost — 4  for,  8  against — and 
the  section  adopted. 

During  the  consideration  of  the  section  fixing 
the  salaries  of  captains.  Alderman  Stebbins  asked 
if  captains  are  allowed  horses. 

Alderman  Cutter  replied  that  they  have  to  bring 
the  criminals  from  Station  11  to  the  Court  House 
n  the  Highland  District,  and  they  are  obliged  to 
have  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  who  assumed  that  au- 
thoriiy. 

Alderman  Cutter  reidied  that  the  Committee  on 
Police  assume  that  authority. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  that  was  coming  back 
to  where  they  were  before. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  orders 
were  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  lost. 

THE  WATERSHED  OF  MYSTIC  LAKE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  have  accurate  surveys  made, 
under  the  direction  of  the  City  Engineer,  to  ascer- 
tain the  capacity  of  the  watershed  of  Mystic 
Lake ;  the  expense  of  procuring  said  surveys  to  be 
charged  to  the  auiiroj)riation  for  Additional  Water 
Supply. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  there  was  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  engineers  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  and  the  engineers  employed  by  the  city 
last  fall,  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Mystic  water- 
shed, and  to  solve  this  difference  it  had  been 
thought  advisable  to  have  the  survey  made.  It 
is  an  important  question  and  the  survey  will  not 
cause  great  additional  expense.  The  question 
should  be  settled,  whether  there  are  twenty-four 
miles  of  watershed  or  thirty-one. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  the  surveys  had  not  al- 
ready been  made. 

Alderman  Brooks  wanted  to  know  how  it  would 
not  cause  additional  expense. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  would  be 
done  by  the  engineers  of  the  city  employed  at 
Sudbury  River. 

Alderman  Power  understood  that  surveys  had 
been  made  already. 

Alderman  Worthington  wanted  to  know,  if  they 
had  not  been  made,  whose  map  was  that  of  the 
Mystic  watershed,  drawn  by  Messrs.  Kirkwood  & 
Francis  ?  He  was  afraid  it  would  be  seen  they 
did  not  make  an  accurate  survey. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  those  engineers  were  em- 
ployed and  went  over  the  ground,  and  he  did  not 
see  how  they  were  going  to  get  a  more  accurate 
survey. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  engineers  took  the 
measurements  of  others,  and  based  their  calcula- 
tions upon  them. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Water  be  authorized  to  report  in  print  upon 
the  several  matters  referred  to  them  in  relation  to 
an  additional  supply  of  pure  water. 

Passed. 

HOBSES  USED  BY  THE  CITY. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,   That   the  chairman  of  the  standing 
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committees  on  Lamps,  Streets,  Sewers,  Public 
Buildings,  Health  and  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment, be  directed  to  report  to  this  Board  the  num- 
ber of  horses  and  vehicles  Icept  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense for  the  exclusive  use  of  th«'  superintendents 
and  their  assistants. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  include  the  de- 
partment for  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
and  Alderman  Hall  moved  to  include  "all  ether 
departments." 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  was  proposed  to  obtain 
the  information  which  had  been  asked.    He  want- 


ed superintendents    to    drive    their   own    horses 
when  they  ride  out  on  Sundays. 

Alderman  Hall's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  in.'erting 
after  "horses,"  "all  other  animals." 

The  Chair  luled  it  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  amend  bv  including 
"and  the  number  and  descrii,t;on  of  vehicles. 
Adopted. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worih'ngtor,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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C  O  M  M  U  N       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF^  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Oonunon  Council, 

MARCH    tiB,    1H74. 


The  regular  weekly  mefeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  half-j>asit  seven  o'elock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  ehair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Company  F,  First  Regiment,  Wil- 
liam Gallagher,  John  McCrillis,,Tr.,  Henry  Crane, 
Albert  F.  Lauten.  Severally  referred,  in'coiuur- 
rence. 

Report  referring  order  resjiecting  public  urinals 
to  Board  of  Health.  Accepted,  and  reference  or- 
dered. 

Report  referring  petition  of  Shoe  &  Leather 
Dealers'  Insurance  Conii)any  for  steam  fire-engine 
on  Chailes  street,  near  Poplar.  Accepted,  and 
reference  ordered. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  1200,000,  for  work 
on  Northampton-street  District.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Richard  Frothing- 
ham,'Edward  H.  Clarke,  ami  William  Gray,  Jr., 
members  at  large  of  the  Commi;  sion  on  Pullic 
Parks.    Plac  ed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  Jonathan  Stone 
to  alter  a  building  on  Bunker-Hill  street.  Order 
passed. 

Order  that  Committee  on  Water  be  authorized 
to  report  in  print  on  the  matters  referred  to  them 
on  subject  of  additional  supply  of  pure  water. 
Passed. 

Order  that  Committee  on  Water  have  accurate 
surveys  made,  under  the  direction  of  City  Engi- 
neer, to  ascertain  the  watershed  of  Mystic  Pond. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 

Order  authorizing  a  portion  of  the  Town  Hall  of 
Brighton  lo  be  fitted  up  for  a  police  station  for 
Fourteenth  Station.    Read  once. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  a  loan  of  .'gl,€20,000  to  be  added  to  Burnt  Dis- 
trict Loan.  (City  Doc.  No.  27.)  Accepted  and  the 
order  passed— yeas  53,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding S.^OO  in  repairing  and  furnishing  armory 
of  First  Company  of  Cadets,  94  Tremont  street. 
Read  once. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department. 
f  36,000;  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  $10,000;  House  of 
Industry,  5?10,000;  East  Boston  Ferries,  $8000;  from 
Pauper  Expenses  to  House  of  Industry,  $1730  39; 
from  Widening  Hanover  street  No.  2,  to  Widen- 
ing Hanover  street,  .1516,376  42;  also  to  make  sucli 
other  transfers  as  are  required  for  closing  the 
business  of  this  financial  year. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — In  order  that  these  trans- 
fers may  be  made  at  once  and  that  the  March 
draft  may  be  made  by  the  Auditor,  I  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  requiring  the  order  to  lie  over, 
that  the  order  may  be  passed  ..onight. 

The  rule  was  suspended — 45  for,  0  against. 

Mr.  ghaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  ask  in  re- 
gard to  the  concluding  sentence  of  this  order, 
which,  as  printed  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  pro- 
vides that  other  transfers  may  be  made  by  the 
Auditor.  I  suppose  by  that,  tliat  any  transfers 
made  hereafter  are  not  to  come  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  action.  In  that  ease  I  shall  object  to  the 
passage  of  the  order  as  it  now  stands.  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  clause  authorizing  the  tran'^fer  of 
the  balances.  If  funds  are  to  be  transferred  from 
one  appro|iriation  to  another  they  should  be 
brought  before  the  Council  for  action. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— This  is  the  usual  annual 
order,  which  has  heretofore  been  offered  in  Feb- 
ruary, with  this  addition,  that  these  transfers  shall 
be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  Under  their  supervision,  instead  of 
troubling  the  Council  with  the  disposition  of  small 
sums  of  five,  ten  or  a  hundred  dollars.  If  the 
Council  desires  to  be  troubled  with  such  little 
things,  I  do  not  know  but  they  can  have  the  privi- 
lege, but  the  books  will  not  be  closed  in  time.  The 
Auditor  could  not  tell  until  the  last  day  what  these 
are,  and  then  he  wouUl  have  to  wait  a  week  or 
two,  and  perhaps  more  .before  lie  could  get  au- 
thority to  make  the  transfer.  By  the  passage  o.t 
this  ciistomarv  order  he  can  transfer  them  with- 


out delay,  and  the  final  balances  can  go  into  the 
.Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  !> — I  do  not  care  how  usual  it 
is.  There  are  a  great  many  usual  things  in  this 
City  Hall  that  ought  to  be  done  away  wiih.  There 
may  be  a  great  many  balances.  I  supposed  that 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  were  elected  to 
pass  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  people's  money; 
that  we  came  here  to  do  the  business  of  the  city; 
that  when  we  set  ourselves  up  as  candidates  for 
office  we  expected  to  be  troubled;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  the  proper  place  for  all  such  trans- 
fers to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Some  of  the  members  of 
the  present  Finance  Committee  entertained  the 
same  opinion  of  their  duty  which  has  been  ex- 
pr(  ssed  by  the  gentleman  frbin  Ward  5,  and  when 
this  propositicm  was  made  to  them,  inquiries  were 
made  with  regard  to  it.  It  was  then  explained  that 
it  was  an  order  to  take  the  jilace  of  the  usual 
one  in  February,  but  which  had  been  postpon- 
ed until  the  present  time,  this  year,  as  all 
the  changes  had  been  made  that  could  be 
l>assed  upon.  It  was  al'o  explained  that  there 
were  a  great  many  small  matters  to  be  changed 
fiom  one  appropriation  to  another  in  order  to 
close  up  the  books  of  the  Auditor,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  done  until  the  close  of  the  year,  an!l 
it  would  really  end  in  great  embarrassment  in 
keeping  the  accounts  and  making  the  transfers  if, 
at  the  very  end  of  tin  year,  orders  had  to  be 
passed  with  regard  to  each  small  matter.  Then 
the  Finance  Committee  added  to  the  order — what 
has  never  been  added  before — that  all  of  these 
changes,  whatever  they  were,  should  be  reported 
to  the  Finance  Committee  for  their  ratification, 
because  th"i  members  of  that  committee  enter- 
tained the  same  opinion  of  their  duty  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  has  expressed.  I  hope  that 
explanation  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  statement  of  the  case 
is  different  from  that  in  the  printed  orders  of  the 
day,  and  it  is  entirtly  satii- factory.  Mr.Presideut, 
I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  59,  nays  0. 

Onler  accepting  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
on  lOtli  inst.,  to  establish  the  Board  of  Registrars 
of  Voters  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  to  regulate 
the  preparation  and  revision  of  the  voting  li^ts 
in  said  city. 

The  qufstion  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — This  is  necessarily  a  very 
important  subject.  The  act  was  only  passed  on 
March  10th,  and  I  presume  there  may  be  many 
members  ol  this  Council  who  are  in  the  same  (  oii- 
dition  as  mytelf — unacquainted  with  the  provi- 
>ions  of  the  act.  I  should  like  time  to  examine  it, 
and  therefore  move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

Air.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  was  just  going  to  pro- 
pose that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  the  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  should  like  to  ask  the 
reasons  which  make  that  reference  expedieui;  or 
necessary.  As  I  understand  it,  the  act  is  a  very 
simple  one,  and  a  brief  explanation  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  it  understood  by  members  of 
the  Council.  The  act  is  of  such  a  nature  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  will  not  be  definitive.  In 
the  course  of  another  week  the  bill  can  be  read  bj- 
all  members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  act,  as  I  understand 
it— having  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  before  it 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  and  afterwards 
having  voted  upon  it— is  one  which  changes  the 
whole  management  and  control  of  our  voting  lists, 
and  the  whole  question  as  to  who  shall  or  shall 
not  be  placed  upon  the  voting  lists,  and  I  certain- 
ly do  not  know  of  anything  more  vital  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city  of  Boston  than  that.  It  is 
an  entirely  new  question.  The  act  changes 
the  whole"  custom  and  i)ractice  which  have 
heretofore  been  held,  causing  the  city  of  Boston 
an  expense  probably  of  $25,000  more  than  is  now 
expended.  It  is  considered  by  some  to  be  a  very 
unnecessary  expenditure,  and  certainly  apjjearsto 
be  so  to  a  very  great  extent.  Those  considerations 
have  also  been  entertained  by  the  Legislature 
and  it  was  thought  proper  that  the  act 
should  be  referred  to  the  City  Government 
of  Boston  for  its  acceptance,  which,  it  was 
thought,  was  the  proper  body  to  consider  whether 
it  were  expedient  to  pass  an  act  of  this  kind.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Judiciary  Committee,  all  the 
members  of  which  are  lawyers,  are  competent  to 
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pass  upon  the  legal  question,  and  were  fitted  by 
their  experience  here  to  pass  upon  the  practical 
question  whether  or  not  it  is  desirable.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  eminently  proper  that  that  committee 
should  pass  upon  it,  and  that  it  should  be  acted 
upon  by  this  Council  in  no  hasty  manner.  I  should 
hope  that  there  will  be  no  objection  to  that  refer- 
ence. If  the  act  is  a  good  one,  the  reference  will 
do  no  harm.  The  committee  will  give  us  their 
opinion.  Changing,  as  it  does,  the  whole  custom 
and  practice  of  the  city,  in  this  respect,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  should  be  considered  by  a  competent 
committee. 
Mr.  Minot  of   Ward  17—1  am  gratified  at  the 

fentleman's  explanation.  I  am  perhaps  more 
amUiar  with  the  law  than  many  other  members 
of  the  Council,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  a  proper 
subject  for  the  committee  to  act  upon. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

The  second  report  and  orders  of  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  an  amendment 
fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Lamps  at 
$3300,  came  up  in  the  regular  order  among  the 
papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  several 
orders  took  their  first  reading  by  their  title. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  section 
seven  of  the  first  order,  by  making  the  salary  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  $4000  per  annum,  instead  of 
$3500,  as  reported. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected — 
yeas  27,  nays  35,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Brackett,  Brown,  Butler,  Collins,  Crocker, 
Cudworth,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day,  Flynn,  Martin, 
Minot,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Pease,  Per- 
kins, Shaw,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Sweat,  Thacher, 
Train,  Warren,  Winston,  Willcutt^27. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Bleiler, 
Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley,  Crowley,  Dacey,  Dean, 
Flatley,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Harrington, 
Hicks,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  Long,  Loring, 
McCarty,  Page,  Peabody,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam, 
Russell,  Sweetser,  Walbridge,  West,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woods— 35. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Barnes,  Beal, 
Bearce,  Bent,  Boardman,  Denny,  Hunnewell,  Jen- 
nings, Smith,  Weston,  Woodward— 11. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  same  order  by  making  the  salaries  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners  $3500  instead  of  $4000  as 
reported,  so  that  they  would  be  on  a  par  with  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — Although  this  matter  of 
reducing  salaries  is  a  little  awkward,  so  soon  after 
they  are  established,  yet  we  all  find  that  in  the 
practical  working  of  this  salary  matter  this  irregu- 
larity makes  confusion  and  trouble.  It  is  no  doubt 
true  that  the  Street  Commissiouers  do  much  more 
arduous  work,  requirii  g  greater  skill  and  knowl- 
edge, than  any  other  commission,  and  the  present 
distribution  of  salaries  is  unfair  and  unequal.  I 
therefore,  on  the  whole,  hope  this  amendment  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — The  Fire  Commissioners 
are  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  Street  Com- 
missioners are  elected  by  the  people,  and  if  the 
latter  find  their  salaries  not  sufiicient  they  could 
resign ;  and  so  could  the  others,  as  to  that ;  but  if 
they  would  resign  we  could  find  good  men  to 
take  their  places.  They  do  not  asK  for  more 
salary.  Some  gentlemen  seem  to  find  fault 
with  the  Fire  Commissioners  because  they 
get  more  salary  than  others,  and  would  like  to  de- 
crease it,  since  they  cannot  raise  that  of  the  Street 
Commissioners.  Of  course  we  do  not  know  aU  the 
Fire  Commissioners  are  doing,  but  I  think  that, 
after  the  details  are  all  arranged  to  their  satisfac- 
tion, any  gentleman  can  go  and  call  upon 
them  with  tlie  same  satisfaction  that  he  can  upon 
the  Street  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  the  salary  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
was  raised  to  $4000  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 
I  said  then  that  I  would  vote  to  decrease  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  Board  of 
Health ,  as  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  re- 
ceive more  than  others.  My  object  is  to  make  the 
salaries  equal. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  supported  the  first 
amendment  because  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
Street  Commissioners  and  Board  of  Health  are  all 
worth  $4000  each,  and  my  mind  has  not  been 
changed  because  a  majority  of  the  Council  have 
voted   not  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Street 


Commissioners.  I  think  the  Fire  Commissioners 
are  worth  the  amount  recommended  by  the  Coni- 
mittee  on  Salaries,  and  I  think  it  would  be  unfair 
to  decrease  them  at  this  time.  Their  salaries  were 
fixed  before  their  appointment,  less  than  a  year 
ago ;  the  city  held  it  out  to  them  as  one  of  the  induce- 
ments to  leave  the  positions  they  then  held,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  fair  to  reduce  those  salaries  before 
they  have  been  in  their  positions  even  for  the 
first  year.  So  far  as  the  question  of  the  responsi- 
bility is  concerned,  I  think  that  of  the  Fire  Com- 
mission is  as  great  as  that  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sion. We  all  know  what  is  expected  of  them,  and 
that  in  case  there  should  be  another  great  confia- 
gration  what  blame  will  be  cast  upon  them.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  not  decrease  their  salaries. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — The  inequality  of  these 
salaries  is  a  standing  incentive  to  change  others, 
and  until  they  are  in  some  way  equalized  there 
will  be  attempts  to  raise  them  or  decrease  others. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  this  is  in  the  nature  of 
a  contract.  These  commissioners  do  not  so  con- 
sider it.  When  they  took  their  position  there 
was  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms,  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  department  for 
many  years.  Now,  they  do  not  consider  the  fact 
that  he  was  there,  having  a  fixed  salary,  and  that 
that  was  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  contract. 
They  thought  that  from  economical  considerations 
his  salary  should  be  reduced.  And  I  think  their 
salaries  should  be  reduced  for  the  same  reason. 
But  the  preaominant  reason  is  that  of  the  ine- 
quality of  the  salaries.  Either  these  salaries  wiU 
have  to  come  down  or  some  others  will  have  to  be 
put  up.  So  it  seems  to  me  the  amendment  should 
prevail. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  will  prevail.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  20  said  these  gentlemen  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor,  and  their  salaries  are  fixed 
by  the  CounciL  That  is  all  proper  and  right;  but 
I  am  green  enough  to  believe  that  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners are  a  portion  of  the  Fire  Department. 
Now,  sir,  I  received  a  little  book  the  other  day, 
with  the  rules  and  orders  by  which  they  propose 
to  govern  the  Fire  Department.  I  find  among 
them  a  rule  something  like  this:  "Members 
of  the  Fire  Department  shall  not  be  allowed  to  at- 
tend caucuses," — shall,  in  fact,  take  no  part  in  the 
civil  business  of  the  city  where  their  rights  are  to 
be  guaranteed  to  them,  and  virtually  be  disfran- 
chised, except  the  simple  right  of  voting.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  a  poor  rule  which  does  not  work  both 
ways.  Why  do  they  not  have  a  rule  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  shall  not  attend  caucuses — do  noth- 
ing, m  fact,  except  exercise  the  right  of  voting  ?  Is 
that  the  arbitrary  authority  set  up  here  in  City  Hall  ? 
They  propose  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  firemen, 
if  I  am  correctly  informed.  I  have  tried  to  get 
that  list  (it  may  be  all  buncombe  and  hullabaloo — I 
do  not  forget  those  words),  for  I  want  to  see  those 
salaries,  which  they  propose  to  pay  these  individ- 
ual firemen,  in  black  and  white,  but  the  other 
branch  has  seen  fit  to  reject  the  order — and  they 
may  have  had  good  reasons;  it  is  not  for  me  to 
criticise  them.  Upon  that  same  rule  why  should 
not  the  pay  of  the  commissioners  be  reduced  ?  I 
fought  for  that  commission  as  hard  as  any 
one,  and  I  am  as  ready  to  fight  against 
them,  if  they  do  not  do  right  by  the  people 
who  perform  the  labor,  but  merely  sit  in 
their  officers  and  dictate.  The  rule  does  not  seem 
to  work  equally.  If  there  is  right,  or  honor,  or 
justice  in  their  reducing  the  pay  of  the  men,  it  is 
right  for  us  to  reduce  their  pay,  and  I  hope  it  wiU 
be  cut  down ;  and  if  that  is  not  done  I  trust  no 
appropriation  bill  will  be  passed  that  will  encour- 
age them  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  firemen,  or  any 
members  of  the  department — I  do  not  care  wheth- 
er they  are  hosemen  or  any  other  class.  Rather 
than  decrease  the  pay  of  the  men  who  fight 
fires,  I  would  increase  it.  I  think  that 
an  equalization  of  salaries  is  nee;  ssary  here,  and 
either  that  one  or  the  other  of  these  things  should 
be  done.  While  I  am  up  I  will  repeat,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  repetition,  what  1  said  the  other  evenings 
that  in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  this  Council,  the  duties  per- 
formed by  the  Street  Commissioners  are  far  in 
excess  of  the  duties  of  the  Fire  Commissioners ; 
their  responsibilities  are  much  greater  financially, 
and  they  attend  to  their  duties  well.  I  have  not 
said  the  Fire  Commissioners  do  not  attend  to  their 
duties  well;  but  I  have  seen  no  proof  that  they 
have  done  anything.  My  friend  here  asks  me  if 
they  have  not  cut  the  pay  of  the  men  down.  They 
have,  and  I  think  it  is  their  duty  to  let  the^ 
people  undeand  wrsthy.    We  come  here  as  the' 
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representatives  of  the  people;  every  word  said 
here  is  read  or  heard  or  seen  by  the  people  ;  but 
whatever  is  considered  by  this  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners is  not  known  to  the  public.  They  give 
no  reasons  why  they  should  increase  or  decrease 
the  pay  of  nnybody.  Whatever  we  say  here  is 
open  to  the  criticism  of  the  press  and  the  people. 
Now,  sir,  we  are  called  ujjon  to  appropriate  a  very 
large  amount  for  the  expenses  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  yet,  sir,  we  are  not  allowed  to  have  the 
items  before  us  in  detail  as  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  having,  and  as  I  say  we  are  entitled  to 
have.  I  hope  that  hereafter  something  or  other 
may  be  done,  either  by  a  repeal  of  the  ordinance 
or  by  some  amendment  to  it,  that  wUl  require  them 
to  report  in  detail  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  believe  it  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  most  intelligent  citizens  of  Boston 
that  the  Street  Commission  is  incomparably  the 
most  important,  and  more  nearly  affects  the  tinan- 
cial  interests  of  this  city  than  any  other  commis- 
sion in  existence  in  this  City  Covernment.  It  is 
the  pride  and  boast  of  our  citizens  that  our  Street 
Commissioners  are  an  able  and  efficient  body 
of  men,  and  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment 
of  this  body  tonight  that  those  gentlemen 
are  only  entitled  to  the  compensation  of 
.$3500  per  annum.  I  voted  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  be- 
cause I  believed  those  commissioners  are  worth 
that  amount,  if  they  do  their  duty,  and  I  am  willing 
to  abide  by  the  wisdom  of  the  majority,  and  ac- 
cept the  fiat  that  they  are  not  worth  more  than 
$3500.  If  any  gentleman  can  explain  to  me  why 
the  Board  or  Fire  Commissioners,  without  per- 
forming as  valuable  labor,  are  worth  more  than 
the  Street  Commissioners,  I  shall  be  wUling  to 
vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7, — otherwise  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  seems  to  me  that 
we  regard  this  question  upon  wrong  principles.  I 
do  not  think  there  should  be  any  comparison  be- 
tween the  Street  and  Fire  commissions.  The 
question  is  upon  reducing  a  salary  which  has  been 
fixed,  and  which  no  one  complained  of  being  ex- 
cessive until  we  refused  to  raise  the  salary  of  j 
somebody  else.  Now,  it  strikes  me  that  there 
is  one  difference  between  the  two  commis- 
sions. These  Fire  Commissioners  are  pro- 
fessional men;  they  are  not  simply  paid 
for  their  time ;  they  are  not  merely  citizens  elected 
by  the  people,  with  no  special  qualifications  for 
the  position.  Two  of  them  are  men  of  scientific 
and  professional  education ;  one  is  a  civil  engi- 
neer of  large  experience ;  another  is  a  military  en- 
gineer of  high  standing.  Now  we  have  fixed  the 
salaries  of  these  professional  men;  they  have 
worked  hard,  and  we  ought  not  to  talk  about  re- 
ducing their  salaries.  Another  reason  is,  they  are 
a  new  commission,  set  upon  a  gigantic  task  which 
was  unfamiliar  to  them  at  the  beginning,  and 
which  has  been  largely  increased  by  annexation. 
From  my  observation  in  City  Hall,  it  seems  to  me 
they  do  more  important  work  than  the  Street 
Commissioners.  They  are  professional  men,  enti- 
tled to  higher  salaries  for  their  services  than  if 
thev  were  merely  citizens. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  ask 
what  was  the  profession  of  either  Mr.  Chamber- 
lin  or  Mr.  Sawyer?  I  did  not  know  there  was 
more  than  one  professional  man  on  the  board. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  know  them  by 
name,  and  am  not  so  weU  acquainted,  perhaps,  as 
my  colleague.  One  of  the  commissioners  is  cer- 
tainly a  military  engineer  of  large  experience,  and 
I  think  another  is  a  civil  engineer. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  informed  that  this 
military  engineer  was  on  a  salary  of  $1500  a  year 
before  he  got  this  position. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  one 
consideration  which  ought  to  have  great  weight 
with  the  Council  tonight  has  not  been  urged.  The 
City  Government  cannot,  with  honor,  at  the  pres- 
ent time, reduce  the  salaries  of  these  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. It  is  less  than  a  year  since  they  were  ap- 
pointed to  their  places,  and  the  salary  oi  $4000  was 
fixed  before  they  were  appointed.  They  were  given 
to  understand  that  the  City  Government  would  pay 
them  $4000  a  year  for  their  services.  They  can- 
celled their  business  engagements,  changed  their 
plans  for  life,  took  this  office  and  have  no  doubt 
worked  very  hard.  The  first  year's  work  in  such 
an  office  is  harder  than  any  subsequent  year;  they 
have  to  put  things  in  order,  and  become  familiar 
with  the  department.  Unless  the  commissioners 
are  guilty  of  some  great  delinquency  in  their  du- 
ties, the  City  Government  cannot,  with  honor,  go 
back  on  their  engagement  and  reduce  the  sal- 


aries. It  was  deliberately  fixed  upon,  after 
a  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  and 
it  seems  to  me  we  are  bound  in  honor  to  give  them 
a  longer  time  to  test  their  ability  and  see  whether 
they  perform  their  services  well,  and  what  those 
services  are  worth.  I  admit  that  we  have  the  le- 
gal right  to  reduce  the  salary,  but  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  question  of  honor.  This  is  evidently  an 
indirect  attack  upon  the  Fire  Commissioners;  no 
great  wrongdoing  is  charged  upon  them  ;  no  defi- 
nite charge  is  made  except  having  "private"  upon 
their  door,  and  upon  such  a  vague  charge  as  that 
we  ought  not  to  take  their  compensation  away 
from  them. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— This  Salary  biU  con- 
sumes a  monstrous  deal  of  time.  We  have  already 
spent  two  evenings  upon  it,  and  I  am  very  much 
afraid,  if  we  amend  it  tonight,  we  W'U  get  back  to 
where  we  began.  It  has  been  reported  by  the 
committee  and  received  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  im- 
prove it  by  any  amendment.  The  wisest  thing 
this  Council  can  do  is  to  vote  down  every  amend- 
ment tonight. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — The  gentleman  who  has 
last  spoken  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  I  think  this 
whole  discussion  is  superfluous,  and  [  move  the 
previous  question 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  supposed  we  were  here 
to  do  business,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  be  shut  off 
by  any  call  for  the  previous  question.  My  friend 
from  Ward  6  says  it  is  an  indirect  attack  upon  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  I  made  no  attack.  I  am 
stating  facts  and  can  state  more.  I  can  state 
what  members  of  this  Council  have  been 
invited  to  the  rooms  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners to  get  their  texts  to  preach  upon 
here.  "They  are  professional  men,"  says  my 
friend  from  the  Highlands.  Give  me  practical 
men ;  we  want  practical  men  to  put  out  fires ;  and 
if  we  want  anybody  to  instruct  firemen  it  is  prac- 
tical men.  I  think  something  has  been  said  about 
civil  engineers ;  show  me  the  income  that  any  of 
them  received  before  they  came  here.  I  hope  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  ordered,  because  I 
think  this  matter  will  bear  discussion.  We  should 
not  be  too  hasty.  I  see  here  in  the  orders 
just  passed  upon  one,  for  which  I  voted, 
for  an  appropriation  of  $1,020,000,  for  a 
loan  to  be  used  over  the  burnt  district. 
The  Auditor  states  that  it  will  cost  $52,000  to  ne- 
gotiate that  loan.  Is  it  necessary  that  this  city, 
with  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad,  should  spend 
$52,000  to  go  into  the  hands  of  brokers  ?  That  ne- 
gotiation can  be  made  by  our  City  Treasurer  at 
less  than  three  or  three  and  a  half  per  cent.  It  is 
fooling  away  the  people's  money,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  do  it.  I  hope  no  motion  for  the  previous 
question  will  be  entertained  while  this  bill  appro- 
priating twelve  millions  of  dollars  is  under  con- 
sideration. It  is  not  only  our  right  but  our  duty 
to  have  all  such  matters  discussed  fully,  and  I  do 
not  propose  to  be  snubbed  by  talk  about  profes- 
sional men  or  pny  other  side  issues. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  must  renew  my  motion. 
I  suppose  that  all  the  information  that  can  be  de- 
sired has  been  given.  We  have  received  no  infor- 
mation from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  As  to 
the  pay  of  the  firemen,  the  ordinance  regulates 
that.  If  we  cut  down  the  pay  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners it  does  not  affect  the  firemen.  I  think 
all  necessary  infoiniation  has  been  given,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16-1  hope  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  will  not  prevail.  I  desire  to  dis- 
abuse this  Council  of  the  impression  conveyed 
that  the  city  will  have  to  pay  $52,000  for  the  nego- 
tiation of  that  loan  of  $1,620,000.  When  the  esti- 
mate was  made  there  was  put  into  it  an  item  of 
$52,000  for  the  negotiation  of  the  loan,  because  at 
that  time  the  bonds  of  the  city  were  selling  at  from 
three  to  four  per  cent,  discount,  and  it  was  to  cover 
that  discount.  At  the  present  rate  of  money  the 
$52,000  will  not  be  needed,  and  of  course  would 
not  be  used  for  that  purpose.  It  was  kept  in  the 
estimate  because  there  is  another  matter  coming 
up  which  may  oblige  its  use.  I  voted  against  the 
amendment  to  give  the  Street  Commissioners 
$4000  because  I  lall  back  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee  in  order  to  save  a  war  of  words.  I 
think  the  Street  Commissioners  should  not  haye 
$400;)  at  present— it  is  a  matter  of  personal  opin- 
ion. The  Fire  Commissioners  are  different 
from  the  Street  Commissioners;  aU  the  duties 
of  the  latter  board  are  under  their  con- 
trol; thev  have  no  enemy  to  defend  themselves 
agaiiir^t;  their  duties  consist  in  widening  and  lay- 
ing out  streets  and  in  estimating  the  value    of 
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land ;  they  can  sit  in  judgment  when  it  suits  their 
.convenience,  and  give  hearings  and  obtain  infor- 
mation. The  Fire  Commissioners  have  quite  a 
different  responsibility.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be 
fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  —  I  favor  this  motion 
for  the  leason  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9.  I  consider  tliat  the  time  spent,  so  far,  has  been 
due  to  this  inequality  of  salaries,  and  we  shall 
have  discussion  after  discussion,  next  year  and 
the  year  after,  until  the  salaries  are  more  equally 
distributed.  The  ordinance  under  which  this  com- 
mission was  established  provides  that  the  com- 
missioners shall  have  such  compensation  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  the  City  Council,  so 
that  it  was  understood  that  the  present  salary 
should  continue  only  until  such  time  as  the  Coun- 
cil shall  see  fit  to  change  it. 

IMr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— I  hope  we  shall  have 
the  previous  question.  Nothing  definite  has  been 
said  against  the  salary  of  the  Fire  Commissioners 
as  reported  by  the  committee ;  the  only  thing  said 
has  been  an  eloquent  address  to  the  galleries, 
■which  I  see  are  well  filled  this  evening ;  there  has 
not  been  a  single  definite  argument  against  the 
salary  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr!  Loring  of  Ward  12— The  Committee  on  Sal- 
aries considered  this  matter  in  all  its  bearings.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  salaries  were  fixed  be- 
fore the  commissioners  were  appointed,  and  in 
view  of  the  further  fact  that  the  commissioners 
are  still  on  trial,  the  committee  thought  the  city 
bound  to  continue  the  present  salary  until  the  end 
of  the  year,  when  we  shall  be  able  to  form  an  in- 
telligent opinion  of  the  v.ilue  of  their  services. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  upon  the  amendment  to  make  the  salary 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners  $3500  instead  of  $4000. 
The  amendment  was  lost— yeas  30,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bleiler,  Burgess, 
Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Cushman, 
Davis,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Jen- 
nings, Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Mo^ey,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Page,  Perkins,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Sweat,  Thach- 
er,  Warren,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 30. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams, Bearce,  Boardman,Brack- 
ett.  Brown,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Crowley,  Dacey, 
Day,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Noyes,  Peabody, 
Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  West,  Whiston,  K  P. 
Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 35. 

Absent  or  not  voting  Messrs.  Barnes,  Beal, 
Bent,  Denny,  Hunnewell,  Smith,  Weston — 7. 

The  order  was  then  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
and  at  this  point  the  Council  took  up  the  special 
assignment. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward 
7,  the  Salary  bill  was  specially  assigned  for  con- 
sideration at  half-past  eight  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

THE    APPKOPBIATION    BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment,  being  "an  order 
relating  to  the  specific  appropriations  for  the 
financial  year  1874-75,"  and  "an  ord^r  laying  a 
specific  tax  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial 
year  1874^75 ;  also  to  pay  the  State  tax."  (City  Doc. 
No.  32,  1874.) 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Dacey  of  Ward  20,  to  strike  out  the  sum  of  $3000 
for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 
The  amendment  was  lost,  Mr.  Dacey  alone  voting 
in  the  afiirmative. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  passage  of  the 
first  order. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting under  the  head  of  "Completion  of  Build- 
ings" on  page  7,  "Construction  of  an  Elevator  in 
City  Hall,  .$12,000."  Mr.  Burditt  explained  that 
when  the  estimates  were  made,  the  subject  of  an 
elevator  had  not  been  considered,  and  he  offered 
the  amendment  that  the  money  may  be  appropri- 
ated when  the  Council  sees  fit  to  pass  the  order 
now  pending.  Tlie  real  expense  of  the  elevator 
■will  be  less  than  $12,000,  as  the  new  boiler  which 
it  is  necessary  to  have  in  any  event  will  cost  some 
three  thousand  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— 47  for,  6  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  amend,  on  page  9,  by  add- 
ing, "Additional  Sum  for  the  Salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Fire  Alarms,  $500,"  and  to  increase 
the  total  for  that  department  from  $751,892  to 
$752,392. 


Mr.  Flynn— I  see  by  the  report  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners that  they  have  reduced  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  from  $3000  to  $2500.  They  have 
sent  it  in  in  the  form  of  a  salary,  and  we  have  the 
right  to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  AVard  15  asked  how  the  "amend- 
ment could  be  in  order  when  the  commissioners 
have  the  power  to  fix  the  salary. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  referred  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  to  the  estimates  in  City  Document 
No.  29,  and  contended  that  the  CouucU  could  add 
the  item  if  it  sees  fit. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  the  pay  of  the  Super- 
intendent, Engineers  and  firemen  was  within  the 
excluj^ive  control  of  the  commissioners.  All  the 
Council  could  do  was  to  give  or  refuse  the  money. 

Mr.  Flynn  thought  the  Council  could  increase  or 
decrease  any  sum  estimated  by  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  West  said  the  Council  could  reduce  the  to- 
tals, but  the  commissioners  can  raise  or  reduce 
the  salaries  as  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10  called  attention  to  the 
ordinance  giving  the  power  to  fix  salaries  of  mem- 
bers of  the  department  to  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  the  amendment  and  offered 
another  to  change  tlie  item  of  $43,215  under  head 
of  "Fire  Alarm  Telegraph"  to  $43,715,  with  a  pro- 
viso that  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  shall  be 
$3000  per  annum. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  thought  this  was  doing 
the  same  thing  in  another  way.  To  adopt  the 
amendment  would  be  trenching  upon  the  rights  of 
another  department  of  the  Government. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  last  clause  in  the  amendment  conflicts  with 
the  'ordinance,  which  gives  the  commissioners 
supreme  autiiority  to  fix  the  salaries ;  therefore 
the  proviso  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  thought  there  was  no  cer- 
tainty of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  Sux)erin- 
tendent  by  adojjting  the  amendment.  The  only 
way  to  reach  it  is  to  amend  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  it  was  new  law 
that  an  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  does 
not  control  the  commission.  If  it  is  passed 
here  and  is  concurred  in  by  the  other 
branch,  and  signed  by  the  Mayor,  it  has 
aU  the  force  of  law,  and  has  been  decided  so  over 
and  over  again.  I  suppose  my  legal  friend's  allu- 
sion to  the  galleries  was  meant  as  a  fling  at  me. 
Perhaps  if  his  constituents  were  to  come  here  and 
fill  the  galleries  they  would  go  home  wiser  than 
they  were  when  they  elected  him.  The  effect  of 
reducing  the  salaries  of  officers  long  connected 
with  the  Government  would  be  to  drive  them  from 
the  service  of  the  city.  Tliat  is  too  impor- 
tant a  matter  to  be  trifled  with.  Mr.  Kenuard 
has  been  connected  with  the  department  from  its 
inception;  he  is  a  skilful,  scientific  man,  against 
whose  integrity  or  capacity  no  voice  was  ever 
raised,  and  his  salary  should  not  be  reduced  by 
the  dictates  of  these  three  men.  While  the  city 
has  good  and  competent  men,  it  should  keep  them 
and  give  them  enough  to  live  upon  decently,  and 
not  reduce  their  salaries 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  compared  the  talk  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  this  evening  with  that 
at  the  last  meeting,  when  he  favored  a  reduction 
of  the  appropriation ;  now  he  favors  an  addition 
of  $500;  and  talks  about  the  reduction  of  the 
pay  of  firemen,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
subject.  Therefore,  that  must  be  addressed  to 
the  galleries.  The  Fire  Commissioners  are  doing 
their  duty  the  best  they  know  how,  and  they  have 
brains  as  well  as  the  rest  of  us. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  thought  a  great  deal  of 
time  had  been  wasted  on  the  subject.  He  was 
surprised  that  a  gentleman  of  the  legislative  ex- 
perience of  the  member  from  Ward  5  should  think 
that  the  Council  has  a  right  to  pass  an  order  fixing 
the  pay  of  an  olficer  of  the  Fire  Department  when 
that  power  is  given  by  the  ordinance  to  the  com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  (unanimous  permission 
being  given)  said  he  was  not  to  be  frightened  by 
any  such  proposition,  whether  it  comes  from  bank- 
ers or  lawyers  or  brokers.  He  insisted  that  such 
an  order  would  have  the  force  of  an  ordinance. 
This  matter  is  not  without  precedent.  A  year  ago 
there  was  one  similar  to  it,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  called  attention  to  the 
rule  that  ordinances  must  be  in  the  enacting  style ; 
if  it  is  to  be  an  ordinance,  he  hoped  it  would  be  in 
the  proper  form. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting  by  which  an  amendment 
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was  made  under  the  head  of  "Schoolhouse 
Sites,"  appropriating  $36,000  for  a  site  for  the  new 
Everett  Schoolhouse  in  Dorchester.  He  under- 
stood it  wouUl  not  be  needed  for  one  or  two  years,. 
and  it  ought  not  to  go  into  the  tax  budget  this 
year. 

Mr.  "West  of  Ward  16  again  explained  the  reason 
it  was  not  put  into  the  estimates  originally,  and 
said  the  schoolhouse  was  just  as  much  a  necessity 
as  anythinfj  else  appropriated  for  that  district. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  supported  the  position 
of  Mr.  West ;  the  city  is  now  pasturing  out  three 
hundred  children  in  various  neighborhoods.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  not  reconsider. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  understood  that  the  land 
had  already  been  bonded,  and  that  this  was  an 
entering  wedge  for  a  .'$200,000  schoolhouse. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  was  not  aware  of  any 
land  having  been  bonded ;  there  are  locations  very 
much  cheaper  than  the  one  named  by  the  commit- 
tee. He  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  a  $50,- 
000  or  $200,000  schoolhouse ;  he  hoped  it  would  be 
a  good  one. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  no  land  had  been 
bonded,  and  it  was  not  proposed  to  bond  any. 
The  amendment  was  for  "a  lot,"  not  for  any  par- 
ticular lot. 

Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  the  amendment. 

The  orders  were  then  amended  to  make  the  total 
eorresponi  to  the  amendments  made,  and  were 
passed  by  a  viva  voce  vote,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward 
15  alone  voting  in  the  negative. 

NON-CONCURRED    PAPERS. 

The  order  authorizing  10,000  square  feet  of  land, 
near  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  to  be  granted  for 
use  as  a  site  for  a  passenger  railway  station,  on 
the  terms  set  forth  in  said  order,  came  up  with 
non-concurrence  in  its  passage  by  the  other 
branch  and  reference  to  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
voted  to  recede  and  concur. 

The  order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  to  report  list  of  salaries  of  officers  in 
said  department  came  up,  with  notification  of 
its  rejection  by  the  other  branch. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil voted  to  recede  and  concur. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINES.S. 

Order  authorizing  the  erection  of  an  elevator 
in  City  Hall,  at  a  cost  not  exceedihg  $12,000.  Laid 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Charles 
Richardson,  for  abatement  of  assessment  by  Board 
of  Health  for  filling  four  vacant  lots  on  Hammond 
park,  Ward  14,  condemned  as  a  nuisance  and  or- 
dered to  be  filled  by  said  boaVd.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Petition  of  Benja- 
min Clapp  et  al.,  for  flagging  and  cross  walks 
near  Field's  Corner.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Thomas  H. 
Dunham,  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden  building  on 
Seventh  street,  between  N  and  (t,  Ward  12. 

Petition  of  John  (i.  Allbright,  for  leave  to  en- 
large wooden  building  on  Allbright  court,  in  Bos- 
ton street,  Ward  16. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — Petition  of  Company 
C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  a  suitable 
armory  in  Ward  16,  at  or  near  Meeting-House 
Hill.    'Referred  to  Committee  on  Arnlories. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— I'etition  of  Elisha 
Cheney,  for  a  door  and  right  of  entrance  from 
Bay  street  to  his  property.  No.  53  Melrose  street, 
which  he  intends  to  improve  by  the  erection  of  a 
two-story  brick  addition.  Referred  to  Joint  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street  District.} 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— Petition  of  Aaron  C. 
Baldwin,  that  the  tax  of  1873  paid  by  him  on  his 
property  at  the  corner  of  Essex  and  Washington 
streets,  known  as  the  Globe-Theatre  Building, 
may  be  refunded.  The  petitioner  represents  that 
he  was  assessed  for  the  building  on  the  first  of 
May,  and  that  the  same  was  burned  on  the  thirti- 
eth of  May,  and  that  he  should  not  pay  the  tax  on 
the  same  after  it  had  been  burned.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  E.  L.  Nor- 
ton et  a/.,  that  Medford  street,  Charlestown,  be 
paved.    Sent  up. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee|  on    Ordinances — Report   submitting  an  ordi- 
nance   amending   the  "Ordinance  to  Establish  a 
Eire  Department,"  as  follows:" 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  to  establish  a  Fire 
Department,  passed  the  24th  day  of  October,  A. 
D.  1873,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out,  in  the 
fourth  line  of  the  first  section,  the  word  "ten," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word  "thir- 
teen" ;  also  by  striking  out  in  the  sixth  line  of 
said  section  the  words  "five  hundred  and  fifty," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words  "seven 
hundred." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  ordinance  was  passed. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  joint  spe- 
cial committee  to  nominate  a  candid  ate  for  Com- 
missioner of  the  Sinking  Fund — Rejjort  recom- 
mending the  reelection  ot  John  O.  Poor. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  an  election  might  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  thought  the  rule  a  good 
one,  and  that  the  nomination  should  lie  over.  He 
should  always  like  to  know  who  a  candidate  is 
and  what  are  his  qualifications  for  an  office,  al- 
though in  this  case  the  enforcement  of  the  rule 
was  not  so  important  as  in  many  others. 

Mr.  Thacher  replied  that  he  had  no  wish  to  press 
the  motion,  but  supjjosed  every  one  knew  who  Mr. 
Poor  was,  as  that  gentleman  had  been  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  Sinking  Fund  since  it  was  estab- 
lished. 
The  rules  were  not  suspended — 8  for,  38  against. 
By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  Directors 
of  East  Boston  Ferries ;  report  recommending  the 
election  of  Nehemiah  Gibson  and  Samuel  B.  Hop- 
kins for  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May. 
Accepted,  and  nominations  laid  over. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee 
on  Claims — Report  (leave  to  \vithdraw)  on  petition 
of  Zelotes  Prince,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  his  person  and  property  by  alleged  defect  in 
Paris  street.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Whistou  of  Ward  8,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions — Report  recommending  the 
election  of  George  P.  Baldwin,  Washington  L. 
Prescott  and  Lyman  A.  Belknap  as  said  Directors 
at  Large  for  a  term  of  three  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May.  Accepted  and  nominations  laid 
over. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order  that 
when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Friday 
evening,  April  3,  at  71/2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  to  amend  by  making  it  Tues- 
day evening,  March  31. 

The  question  was  put  on  Friday  evening  and  it 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Flatley  moved  to  make  it  Wednesday  even- 
ing, April  1. 

Mr.  Willcuttof  Ward  17  thought  it  would  be 
more  convenient  to  the  members  from  the  out- 
lying wards  to  have  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing. There  was  no  late  train  to  his  ward  on 
Wednesday  evening. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  lie  proposed  Tuesday,  as  he  un- 
derstood that  several  members  were  going  out  of 
town  on  Wednesday  to  remain  tiU  the  next  week. 
Mr.  Flatley  withdrew  his    amendment,  and  the 
Council  voted  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday  evening. 
Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  consitler  the  expediency  01  granting  per- 
mission to  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of  Nathaniel 
Whiting  to  place  one-half  of  a  brick  partition  wall 
on  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston  on 
the  southerly  side  of  Washington  square. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  have  introduced  that 
order  10  give  the  Committee  on  Streets  the  oppor- 
tunity to  negotiate  with  those  parties,  to  see 
whether  or  not  the  city  shall  allow  them  to  place 
their  partition  wall  on' that  land.  If  the  commit- 
tee think  it  expedient  to  do  so,  they  wiU  report  to 
this  (iovernnient  before  action  is  taken. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  that  it 
should  be  amended  by  inserting  "upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  Committee  on  Streets  deem 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  city." 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— That  is  the  .substance  of 
the  order  now.    The  committee  are  to  consider  the 
expediency,  and  the  order  must  come  back  to  the 
Government  before  action  is  taken. 
The  order  was  parsed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
adjourned  to  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    30,    1874, 


The  rep;ular  weekly  nie3ting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  heli  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUROKS   DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  travei'se  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
April  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PORTRAIT  OF  CHARLES  SUMNER. 

The  following  wa^  received  and  referred  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Sumner  obse- 
quies : 

Executive  Department,  ) 

City  Hall,  Boston,  March  30, 1874.  ( 

To  the.  City  Council  of  Boston:  Gentlemen — I 
forward  herewith  a  communication  wliich  has 
been  placed  iu  mj'  hands  for  tiansmisi-ion  to  you, 
stating  that  certain  of  our  ci  izens  desire  to  pre- 
sent to  the  city  a  portrait  of  the  late  Senator  Sum- 
ner, painte.l  hy  Mr.  M.  Wight.  As  ths  question 
of  the  dispo=al  of  thexaliiable  gif  t  is  to  be  decid- 
eil  upon  by  the  Ciiy  Councd  I  woul  1  recommend 
that  the  commuiiicatioi>  be  re f  erre  1  to  afuitable 
commit.ee.  Samuel  C.  Cobb 

Mayor. 

To  His  Honor  1ho  Mayor  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Civy  Council  of  Bo'ton— A  few  months  nfi:er  the 
assaul;  upon  th^  person  of  oui-  laie  Ssrator  Sum- 
ner in  t;-e  Senate  Cham".:t'r  of  the  United  States, 
an  event  which  has  now  become  hisloricnl,  a  large 
number  of  gentlemen,  "desirous  to  testify  in  some 
appiopriate  fo;m  their  apjjreciat'oa  of  his  ser- 
vices iu  the  Nationiil  Congress,  as  the  fearless  ad- 
vocate of  the  f  .-eedom  of  speech  and  the  f  leedom 
of  man,'  co.;lially  united  iu  lequesting  him  to  sit 
for  his  portrait  and  al-:o  for  a  bust,  to  be  placed 
uldmaely  in  '  ome  public  situation,  to  which  re- 
quest he  a  fentel. 

'1  he  undersigned  liad  the  pleasure  to  act  as  a 
con.raittee  in  carrying  out  that  design,  and  a 
highly  satirf  letory  por.jra't  was  obtained  tlirough 
the  etforts  of  Mr.  M.  Wight,  a  Boston  artist  of 
high  repute.  This  portrait  we  now,  in  behalf  of 
tlio-e  genllemen,  respectfully  present  through 
your  bo.oiable  Board  to  his  native  city  of  Boston, 
if  accepted,  to  be  placed  in  Faneuil  Hall,  as  a 
worthy  addition  ami  companion  to  those  of  the 
ottier  illustrious  men  already  within  those  vener- 
able walls,  o:,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council,  in 
the  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

F.  D.  Huntington,  .Tosiah  Siory,  John  D.  W. 
Joy,  Jacob  A.  Drcjiser  and  Warren  Sawyer. 

Boston,  Marcli  2C,  1874. 

PETITIONS  presented  AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board.  Chailes  Backus,  to  ojcupy  wooden  stable 
for  six  horses  on  Adams  street,  near  Cedar-Giove 
Cemetery. 

Will  am  H.  Quigley,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Beachem  street.  No.  19,  in 
Charle;>to\vn. 

William  Meloy,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horseS;  on  Wini-hip  street,  Brighton. 

Timoiliy  OTonovan,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  three  iiorses  on  Paris  street,  northwest  side, 
between  Porter  and  Marion  street. 

F.  Lindhorst  ct  ai.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed ereciion  of  stable  by  Aaron  D.  Williams  on 
Reed  Ftreet. 

Michael  Mulliern,  to  erect  stable  for  two  horses 
at  240  Cabot  ctreei. 

Daniel  Scott,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Vine  street,  No".  27. 

Fabius  Rose,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Ro  In  stieet. 

Thomas  Flyun,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
three  hoi  ses  on  Warren  street,  near  AUston  street. 

S.  W.  Barrett,  remonstrance  against  proposed 
erection  of  a  stable  on  Vine  street,  Charlestown, 
by  Daniel  Scott. 

Ira  R.  Worcester,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
three  horses  on  Ottawa  street.  No.  13. 

To  the  Joint  Coinmil lee  on  Streets.  George  A. 
Fuller  et  al.,  tliat  Beach  street  be  widened  near 
Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survsy  and  Inspection  of 
Buildinfjs.  Dennis  C.  Leoney,  to  erect  wooden 
building  on  B  street,  Ward  7. 


To  the  Committee  on  Market,  etc.  Otis  Pimonds, 
for  leave  to  enlarge  his  "stall  in  Fnneuil-Hall  Mar- 
ket by  the  addition  thereto  and  the  leasing  cf  the 
Superintendent's  office,  the  Superintendent  hav- 
ing another  and  larger  office  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  T.  K.  Bullock  & 
Co.,  for  leave  to  give  "gift  entertainments"  at  va- 
rious halls  in  this  city  clurina:  the  month  cf  April. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  jjart  of  the 
Board.  Horace  W.  Baxter,  for  removal  of  ob- 
structions from  line  of  Foster  street,  Ward  19,  and 
that  said  street  may  be  graded  and  sidewalks  be 
laid. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Elisha  J.  Heard, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Washington 
street.  Ward  17. 

Eugene  L.  Norton  et  al.,  that  Medford  street, 
Charlestown,  be  paved. 

Benjamin  ( lapp  et  al.,  for  crosswalks  at  Field's 
Corner,  Ward  16. 

Benjamin  Anthony,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  change  of  grade  on  Cabot  and  Weston 
streets. 

Francis  J.  Baxter  et  al.,  that  Second,  Fourth 
and  Fifth  streets,  east  of  K  street,  be  graded  and 
put  in  order. 

Pliilip  Lowdon,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  all  the 
streets  in  South  Boston  except  Granite  street. 

Hoiace  W.  Baxter,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Fo-ter  street,  Ward  19. 

W.  T.  Van  No=trand  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Alford 
street  be  paved  uith  granite  blocks. 

Elizabeth  L.  Bennett,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Market  street,  Ward  19. 

Patrick  McAleer,  that  edgestoneo  and  sidewalks 
be  laid  on  Province  Siieet. 

A.  P.  Peck  et  a!.,  that  Chandler  street  be  paved 
with  wo  3d  or  stone. 

01:1  Colony  Railway  Company,  for  leave  to  u^e 
a  dummy  engine  of  a  new  kind  on  Union  Freight 
Ra  Iroad  track. 

William  H.  Reed  et  al.,  that  Bainbridge  street 
\ie  graded  and  put  in  order. 

S.  N.  Brown,  Jr.,  et  al.,  for  suitable  walk  across 
Darinrouth  stieet,  at  Huntington  avenue. 

William  H.  Reed  et  al  ,  that  Bainbridge  street 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Frederick  Bleiler,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Ruggles  street. 

Patrick  McDevitt,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Cabot  street. 

Milk  Lynch,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Cabot  street. 

Daniel  Do>v,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Rugales  street. 

Catherine  E.  McCoole,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Cabot  street. 

Henry  N.  Clark  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  and  cross- 
walks on  Brookline  avenue. 

W.  T.  Adams  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  Cedar 
street. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  (with  a 
request  that  they  give  the  parties  a  hearing).  Sid- 
ney Squires  and  ihree  hundred  others,  that  the 
ciiy  not  accept  any  streets  on  the  Back  Bay  ex- 
cept those  laid  out  according  10  the  i  Ian  adopted 
by  the  Eo-ton  Water  Power  Company. 

HEARINGS  ON   ORDERS  OF  NCITICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  S.  J.  Peet,  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  bo'ler  and  engine  at 
59  George  street,  was  considered,  and  objection 
and  jr  etition  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

The  order  of  notice  for  construction  of  sewers 
in  Adams  Gtreet;  in  Washington  street  (Cliailes- 
town);  in  Westminster  street;  in  Circuit  and 
Regent  streets,  being  considered,  there  was  no  ob 
jection  offered  and  tlie  petitions  v.  ere  severally  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

The  order  of  notice  on  i  roposed  construction  of 
sewer  in  Walnut  avenue  and  Circuit  street  was 
considered.  The  Chairman  read  a  remonctrance 
against  the  same,  signed  by  F.  Herman  eiai.,  real- 
estate  owners  on  Circuit  street. 

Mr.  Elton  appeared  to  object;  he  did  not  think 
public  necessity  required  the  sewer;  he  could  not 
enter  his  drain'into  it,  anl  objected  to  being  as- 
sessed for  a  part  of  the  construction. 

Mr.  Lewis  owned  an  estate  at  the  corner  of  the 
two  streets;  it  is  below  the  grade  of  AValnut  ave- 
nue, and  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  drain 
into  that  "ewer;  he  bail  no  objection  to  having 
the  sewer  built,  but  was  decidedly  opposed  to  be- 
ing taxed  for  its  construction,  as  he  would  derive 
no  benefit  from  it;  he  drained  r.ow  into  Walnut 
avenue,  where  theie  is  no  sewer,  bt:t  should  a 
sewer  ever  be  put  there  he  should  naturally  drain 
into  it  and  expected  to  be  taxed  there. 
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The  petition  was  recommended  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  the  petition 
of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad 
Company,  for  a^si^nment  of  route  into  tliis  city, 
came  up  by  sjieciiil  as^-ignment  to  consider  the 
proposed  lay-out,  and  Alderman  Power  offered  the 
following : 

It  appearing  to  this  Bonrd  that  the  notice  as  re- 
quired by  lavv  has  not  been  given  of  the  pendency 
of  the  petition  befoie  this  Board  of  the  Lynn, 
Revere  Beach  &  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for 
the  assignment  of  a  route  for  said  corporation's 
trackswithin  the  limits  of  this  city,  it  is  hereby 
ordered  that  the  order  of  notice  directed  by  this 
Board  on  the  9th  instant  to  be  issued  and  pub- 
lished, and  which  was  returnable  at  this  time,  be 
renewed  and  reissued,  as  required  by  laWj  and  be 
made  returnable  on  Monday,  the  20th  day  of  April 
next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  time  this 
Board  will  proceed  and  confer  with  the  directors 
of  said  railroad  corporation  on  the  route  afore- 
said. 

Passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  petition  of 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  use 
tracks  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Tremont  and 
Boylston  streets  and  Cornhill  was  considered. 

Mr.  Linus  M.  Child,  counsel  for  the  Middlesex 
Railroad,  called  attention  to  section  twelve  of  the 
General  Horse  Railroad  law,  passed  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature,  allowing  the  Board  of 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  f.Uow  the  use  of  any 
streets  for  horse  railroads  when  public  conven- 
ience should  demand.  The  Middlesex  Railroad 
has  the  two  miles  within  the  city  limits  necessary 
to  come  within  the  rule,  and  there  is  at  present  a 
petition  before  the  Board  for  a  location  in  Wash- 
ington street.  He  had  a  large  number  of  wit- 
nesses present  who  would  testify,  if  thought 
necessary  by  the  Board,  to  the  fact  that  it  was  de- 
manded by  public  necessity  and  convenience.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad. 

Hon.  Harvey  Jewell,  counsel  for  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  he  was  there  to  make  some  sug- 
gestions. The  relations  of  the  people  of  Charles- 
town  to  the  City  of  Boston  had  teen  changed  by 
annexation  and  different  considerations  apply 
now,  and  the  Legislature  ha^  made  changes  in  the 
railroad  accommodations  for  the  city.  Confer- 
ences have  taken  place  between  the  authorities  of 
the  two  roads,  and  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
would  not  object  to  the  grant,  provided,  after  a  full 
examination  by  the  Board,  it  is  deemed  that 
the  public  necessity  and  convenience  demand 
it.  But  he  hardly  thought  the  time  yet  ripe 
for  the  extension  to  Boylston  street.  This  pe- 
tition is  based  upon  the  petition  for  leave 
to  lay  tracks  in  new  Washingt<^n  street, 
and  when  that  is  completed  there  is  no  telling 
what  the  relations  of  travel  may  be.  The  track  in 
Court  street  is  being  laid  to  allow  the  grading  of 
Cornhill  and  Washington  street,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  question  should  be  settled  until  this 
work  is  done,  and  until  the  question  of  the  feasi- 
bility of  running  the  ears  through  Court  street  is 
fully  determined.  There  are  at  present  run 
through  Cornhill  C80  cars  by  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad,  and  840  by  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road, which  make's  about  a  car  a  minute 
during  the  entire  day.  It  is  a  question  whether 
the  crowded  state  of  the  street  will  allow  an  in- 
crease of  this  travel.  The  petition  does  not  in 
form  cover  the  right  to  go  througli  Temple  place, 
and  he  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
matter  lie  upon  the  table  until  they  could  produce 
facts  in  regard  to  the  conditiou  of  the  streets. 
The  Metropolitan  Railroad  did  not  peremptoriaUy 
oppose  the  petition  at  present. 

Mr.  Child  said  the  Middlesex  road  would  have 
to  run  their  cars  through  Court  street,  if  the 
tracks  are  taken  up  from  Cornhill.  The  object 
and  purpose  of  the  petition  is  to  go  through  ISoyls- 
ton  street,  but  they  did  not  propose  to  obstruct 
the  running  of  the  Metropolitan  cars,  and  would 
run  through  Temple  place  when  public  con- 
venience required.  No  matter  if  the  petition  to 
lay  tracks  in  new  Washington  street  should  be  re- 
fused, they  would  still  wish  to  go  to  Boylston  street. 
That  is  a  separate  question.  The  people  desire  to 
go  to  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  all  the 
principal  places  for  shopping  and  amusement  are 
between  School  and  Boylston  streets.  There  were 
about  a  hundred  residents  of  Charlestown  present 
•who  were  anxious  for  the  petition  to  be  granted, 
some  of  whom  he  would  call. 


Hon.  Richard  Frothingham  thought  the  exten- 
sion was  demanded  by  the  whole  people  of 
Charlestown,  and  the  convenience  of  the  public 
demanded  it. 

Mr.  Child  said  hs  would  no',  take  up  time  m  ex- 
amining witnesses  unless  it  was  desired. 

Hon.  William  Gaston  said  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  did  not  desire  to  have  a  contest  about 
uneontroverted  matter,  and  thought  it  would  be 
an  unnecessary  use  of  time  to  put  on  a  great  many 
witnesses.  They  would,  however,  desire  a  further 
hearing  in  regard  to  details. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  Board  must  be 
convinced  that  every  citizen  of  Cliarlestown 
wanted  to  have  the  privilege  of  riding  as  far  as 
Boylston  street  if  he  could. 

The  wilnesses  were  then  dismissed. 

Mr.  Cliild  said  he  had  been  informed  by  gentle- 
men that  an  agreement  upon  details  could  be 
made  between  the  two  corporations,  which  would 
be  satisfactory,  and  he  would  not  detain  the  Board, 
This  was  assented  to,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Peteis,  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  till  next  Monday,  at  half-past  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

HIGHLAND    STREET  RAILWAY. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  petition  of 
Highland  Street  Railway,  for  location  of  tracks 
on  Blue-Hill  avenue,  antl  connection  with  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Dudley  street; 
also  to  use  tracks  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  on 
Tremont  street,  Cornhill  and  Washington  street, 
north  of  Temple  place,  was  next  considered. 

Mr.  Thomas  W.  Clarke,  counsel  for  the  Highland 
Street  Railway,  explained  the  petition  and  said 
that  on  May  20, 1873,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  railway  asking  them  to  give  additional  accom- 
modations on  Blue  Hill-avenue,  on  which  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  were  granted  a  location  three 
years  ago,  but  the  track  had  never  been  laid.  The 
petition  was  also  for  the  privilege  of  using  the 
circuit,  so  called,  and  Mr.  Clark  read  the  petitions 
which  had  been  signed  by  nearly  sixteen  thousand 
persons  and  presented  to  the  Legislature  for 
this  extension  for  the  company  to  be  allowed  to 
run  their  cars  to  Haymarket  square.  These  peti- 
tions show  that  public  convenience  demands  it. 
The  Board  has  complete  power  to  regulate  the 
running  of  cars  at  any  time  within  the  city,  and 
he  submitted  t^iat  the  interest  of  public  travel  re- 
quired as  full  accommodation  as  the  size  of  the 
streets  will,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  allow. 
They  would  not  ask  the  privilege  of  using  the 
Metiopolitan  track  to  accommodate  the  Blue-Hill- 
avenue  people  if  there  was  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Clark  called  Mr.  Palmer,  who  said  the 
Mount-lleasant  people  desired  ihe  accomplish- 
ment of  the  petition.  They  are  unanimous  in  that 
desire,  and  assert  that  the  accomplishment  of  their 
petition  of  three  or  four  years  ago  has  been  un- 
justly delayed.  The  Highland  Street  Railway  has 
promised  to  give  them  the  accommodation  they 
desire. 

Mr.  Harmon  said  a  track  in  Blue-Hill  avenue 
had  long  been  desired,  aad  the  directors  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  had  promised  it  year  after 
year.  About  last  November  ground  was  broken 
for  one  or  two  days  and  the  work  was  given  up. 
This  year  one  of  the  directors  said  the  track  would 
not  be  laid  this  year  as  it  would  not  pay,  and  if  the 
people  wanted  a  track  they  should  apply  to  the 
Highland  Railway  Company.  Horse-car  accom- 
modations are  greatly  needed  and  some  people 
now  drive  over  to  Stoughton  street  and  take  the 
steam  cars. 

Mr.  Howes  thought  there  is  but  one  opinion, 
and  that  was  there  thould  be  a  track  on  Blue-Hill 
avenue,  which  is  broad  and  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
to  the  nearest  parallel  track  on  Warren  street. 

Judge  Wheelock,  although  not  a  resident  of 
Blue-Hill  avenue,  had  to  pass  that  way  daily,  and 
the  present  system  was  very  inconvenient.  Tlie 
proposed  extension  would  be  a  great  accommoda- 
tion to  lawyers  and  all  M'ho  attend  the  Southern 
District  Court. 

Mr.  Adams  had  lived  on  Blue-Hill  avenue 
twelve  years,  and  he  believed  the  residents  have  a 
strong  desire  to  have  some  railroad  there ;  he  did 
not  know  a  neighbor  who  dissented  from  that 
opinion. 

Mr.  Jewell  said  the  Metropolitan  road  did  not 
object  to  the  granting  of  the  petition.  He  would 
explain  that  three  or  four  years  ago  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  laid  their  track  up  Albany  street, 
and  it  was  intended  to  lay  one  in  Blue-Hill  avenue, 
and  run  the  cars  in  connection  with  the  Albany- 
street  line.    Since  the  great  tire  that  line  has  been 
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useless;  $150,000  worth  of  the  pioiierty  of  the 
Metropolitan  road  has  been  lying  idle,  com- 
paratively. Thiy  could  not  build  the  track 
in  Blue-Hill  avenue  without  any  coiiiniection. 
Before  tlie  Highland  Street  Railway  was  char- 
tered, there  were  many  lines  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  run  through  sparsely  settled  sections  of 
the  Highlands  whicl:  were  not  remunerative.  This 
they  could  afford  to  do,  while  their  cars  were  the 
only  means  of  transportation  afforded  the  people 
of  that  set'tion.  Tho  e  lines  wliicli  were  remuner- 
ative enabled  the  company  to  maintain  the  others 
whicli  were  run  i<t  a,  loss.  But  the  relation 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  to  the  public 
had  been  changed  by  the  chartering  of  tlie  High- 
land Railway,  and  the  time  for  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  to  extend  their  tracks  into  districts 
which  would  not  pay  was  farther  off  now  than 
ever  before.  He  suggested  that  tliat  part  of  the 
petition  referring  to  the  extension  into  Blue-Hill 
avenue  might  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  •  Paving.  To  the  other  part  of  the  petition  he 
should  liave  some  objections  to  make  at  the 
proper  time. 

Mr.  Clar.'.e  sxidthe  opening  of  the  case  had  been 
made,  and  again  stateii  the  substance  of  the  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gaston  said  that  part  of  tlie  petition  refer- 
ring to  the  use  of  the  circuit  had  been  the  subject 
of  grave  inquiries  before  committees  of  the 
Legislature,  and  important  statistics  h?.d  been 
submitted.  He  did  not  tuppose  Mr.  Clark  was 
going  to  rest  his  caFe  upon  the  mere  presenting 
of  petitions.  Tlie  considerations  affecting  the 
Middle-ex  Railroad  and  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way were  entirely  different.  The  case  of  the 
former  was  one  of  great  strength,  but  the  otlier  is 
not.  The  peoi)le  of  Roxbury  have  horse-car  ac- 
commodations in  lliis  .section,  which  the  people 
of  Chailestown  have  not.  But  the  Legii-lature 
found  in  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  streets 
through  which  they  v/i-h  to  pass  a  reason  for  not 

f  ranting  the  petition  of  the  peoj^le  of  Charlestown, 
or  many  years.  The  Metrojiolitan  Railroad  de- 
sired to'  put  in  testimony  on  this  subject,  and 
wished  an  opportunity  tor  a  hearing  at  some 
future  time. 

Mr.  Clarke  supposed  that  he  had  made  a  pHma 
facie  case  by  the  petitions,  and  if  the  opposing 
counsel  had  not  thought  so  he  would  not  have 
askei  for  more  time.  The  petitioners  had  not  the 
de:ii'e  to  encumber  the  street  with  a  new  track, 
and  if  the  Board  think  their  passengers  should  be 
allowed  to  go  a  little  f  artiier  north,  they  were  com- 
petent to  decide  upon  the  question.  The  streets 
are  made  for  the  public,  and  the  tj'ack  they  ask  to 
run  over  vv'as  lain  with  the  express  re  ervatiou 
that  any  other  company  should  have  the  privilege 
of  running  their  cars  over  it  when  this  Board 
deems  tint  the  public  convenience  demands  it. 
He  believed  that  tht  committees  on  Paving  and 
Police  know  more  about  ihe  wants  of  public 
travel  Ihan  any  experts  who  might  be  introduced. 

Mr.  Gaston  said  that  last  year  wlien  the  Metro- 
politan were  opposing  this  same  petition  of  the 
Middlesex  Raihoad,  the  great  bulk  of  their  testi- 
mony was  from  policemen  and  city  officials;  men 
who  were  stationed  at  these  different  points  every 
day  gave  testimony  that  astonished  him. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

THE    APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  regular 
order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  the  Board 
took  up  the  Appropriation  bill,  being  "an  order  re- 
lating to  the  specitic  appropriations  lor  the  finan- 
cial year  1874-75" ;  and  "an  order  laying  a  specific 
tax  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year 
1874-75;  also  to  pay  the  State  tax"  (City  Document 
No.  32, 1874),  wiih  additions  of  $30,000  for  grammar 
school,  Ward  16,  and  $12,000  for  elevator  at  City 
Hall,  and  making  the  total  tax  8*12,080,265. 

Alderman  Cutier  moved  that  the  amendment 
adopted  by  the  Common  Council,  appropriating 
$12,000  for  an  elevator  in  City  Hall,  be  stricken  out. 

Alderman  Emery— When  these  e.-timates  were 
made  up  the  subject  of  an  elevator  had  not  been 
considered.  Since  then  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil had  come  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
irgs  to  consider  the  subject,  and  they  have  re- 
ported an  order,  which  is  now  pending  in  the 
other  branch,  and, if  this  appropriation  is  allowed, 
will  come  to  this  Board  for  consideration.  The 
members  of  the  other  branch  are  very  much  in  favor 
of  having  an  elevator  put  into  tnis  hall,  and  they 


would,  perhaps,  appreciate  the  convenience  more 
than  the  members  of  this  branch.  It  is  alo  vei-y 
necessary  for  the  pur]jose  of  utilizing  the  rooms 
in  the  upper  part  of  this  building.  The  present 
arrangement  is  already  insufticieiit  for  heating  the 
rooms,  and  the  expense  of  an  elevator  will  be 
only  S9000  moie,  as  the  new  boiler,  which  is  ntces- 
sary,  will  cost  some  three  thousand  dollars.  We 
have  had  to  use  stoves  in  some  of  ttie  upper 
rooms,  which  is  very  improper  for  a  building  con- 
structed as  City  Hall  is.  When  the  order  first  came 
before  the  committee  I  was  not  disposed  to  favor 
the  elevator,  but  the  more  I  have  considered  the 
subject  the  better  I  have  been  satisfied  that  it  is 
needed.  I  therefore  trust  that  this  Board  will  re- 
fuse to  strike  out  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  think  the  gentleman  has 
given  US-some  good  reasons  why  we  should  strike 
out  this  appropiiation.  He  says  we  propose  to 
put  in  a  new  boiler.  I  don't  want  this  bo.ler  under 
me  all  summer.  There  is  no  trouble  now  about 
meml)ers  of  the  other  branch  and  lobbyists  and 
office  seekers  going  111)  to  attend  meetings;  they 
can  get  up  there  easy  enough  now.  This  subject 
has  come  up  year  after  year,  and  it  has  been 
deemed  injudicious  by  former  boards  to  put  in  an 
elevator  and  steam  boiler,  and  occupy  so  much  of 
this  building  in  that  way  as  would  be  necessary. 

Aldeiman  Emery — The  basement  of  this  build- 
ing requires  heat,  and  ic  is  necessary  that  heating 
apparatus  should  be  put  in,  and  it  would  not  be  a 
detriment  to  the  sanitary  coudilion  of  the  build- 
ing. 

Alderm-\n  Power — It  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  let  this  ap- 
propriation pass,  in  order  to  save  time 
and  get  the  matter  of  the  Auditor's  esti- 
mates set  led,  and  let  the  question  of  an 
elevator  be  uiscusssed  when  it  comes  before 
the  Board.  But  as  the  Aliierman  opposite  has 
brought  up  th'^  question,  I  v/ill  say  that  I  hope  the 
approi)riation  will  not  be  made,  and  that  there 
oughi  not  to  lie  an  elevator  pui  into  this  building. 
When  this  City  Hall  was  desigi.ed  there  was  no 
calculation  made  for  an  elevator;  consequently 
we  cannot  put  one  in  here  without  totally  destroy- 
ing the  archite  tural  beauty  of  the  building.  Fill 
up  Ihe  centre  of  ihis  hall  with  an  elevator  and  you 
greatly  impair  the  vent  la  lion  cf  the  bulding. 
Beside?,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  offer  any 
great  inducement  to  people  to  come  here;  Ihey 
never  come  with  reluctance  now,  and  are  not  in  a 
huiry  to  go  away,  particularly  when  there  are 
offices  to  be  had.  I  do  not  think"  we  need  any  ele- 
vator, and  I  hoj  e  this  bu  Idiiig  will  not  be  cut  up 
to  put  one  in.  There  is  sufficient  heating  appara- 
tus in  the  basement  at  present  to  counteract  the 
dampness;  but  no  good  reason  has  been  offered 
why  the  beauties  of  the  building  should  be  marred 
by  putting  in  an  elevator. 

Alderman  Pre-co;t— I  hope  this  item  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars  for  an  elevator  will  not  be 
stricken  out,  anel  for  one  reason  in  particular, 
that  it  may  hazaril  the  passage  of  the  Appropria- 
tion bill,  or  at  least  eielay  it  for  mai.y  weeks. 
The  Common  Council  have  signified  their  desire 
to  have  th^s  elevator,  anel  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  it.  This 
mattJr  is  a  very  small  per  cent,  of  tlie  whole 
amount  appropriated,  and  if  adiled  to  the  bill  it 
does  not  bind  the  City  Council  to  put  the  elevator 
into  the  building. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  is  a  very  weak  argument, 
to  tax  the  people  of  this  city  in  order  to  concur 
with  the  other  branch.  Jf  we  need  tlus  twelve 
thousanel  dollars,  let  us  tax  the  citizens  for  it,  and 
if  we  do  not  need  it,  let  us  not  tax  them  for  it. 
Let  us  do  what  is  right. 

Alderman  Prescott— So  long  as  the  matter  of 
having  an  elevator  in  City  Hall  has  been  discussed 
I  should  like  to  sayonewortl  in  regard  to  it.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  it  is  to  be  for  the  accom- 
modation of  lobbyists  and  office  seekers.  I 
do  not  think  tliat  is  the  design.  It  is  well  known 
that  important  elepartments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment are  in  the  upper  part  of  this  buibiing.  The 
School  Committee,  the  departments  of  Sowers  and 
Streets  are  located  there,  and  a  very  large  number 
of  people  are  called  there  daily  on  business  with 
those  departments,  It  is  no  argument  that  the 
building  was  not  originally  designed  for  an  ele- 
vator. The  hotel  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
was  not  designed  for  one,  but  one  has  been  put  in. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  an  elevator  in  this  building 
will  be  a  great  accommodation  to  thousands  of 
people  who  have  frequent  business  in  this  hall. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  the  style  of  argu- 
ment used  against  the  elevator  of  rather  a  low 
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order.  Gentlemen  all  know  that  every  other 
building  of  this  magnitude  in  the  country  has  an 
elevator  in  it  and  one  is  needed  in  this  building 
more  for  the  convenience  of  citizens  who  have 
business  with  the  departments  than  for  any  other 
■  class. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  if  the  gentleman 
would  show  where  it  was  demanded  by  the  tax- 
payers he  would  withdraw  his  objection.  He  had 
seen  no  demands  except  from  members  of  the 
Government.  The  reasons  which  apply  to 
other  buildings  do  not  apply  to  this  one  |  it 
will  destroy  the  convenience  and  ventilation: 
and  there  is'  no  need  of  an  elevator  here.  He  did 
not  want  to  offer  any  more  inducements  to  people 
to  come  to  City  Hall,  and  certainly  not  if  it  was 
going  to  add  anything  to  the  School  Committee. 
But  the  main  reason  against  it  is  that  the  taxpay- 
ers have  not  asked  for  it ;  there  is  no  public  neces- 
sity for  such  an  expenditure. 

Alderman  Emery  said  it  was  true  the  taxpayers 
had  not  asked  for  it;  but  they  do  not  ask  for  a 
great  many  things ;  the  Board  are  sent  there  to 
exercise  their  discretion  and  expend  such  money 
as  is  necessary  to  carry  on  the  city's  business. 
The  argument  that  an  elevator  will  injure  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  City  Hall  is  all  bosh. 
Alderman  Peters  asked  where  they  thought  of 
putting  in  the  elevator. 

Alderman  Emery  replied  that  that  subject  had 
not  been  considered.  But  the  committee  had  con- 
cluded that  it  would  injure  neither  the  symmetry 
nor  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  would  require  extra 
police  to  keep  the  vagrants  from  riding  on  the  el- 
evator. Then  there  was  the  extra  risk  of  having 
an  engine  and  steam  boiler  under  the  building. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  $12,000  was  but 
the  beginning.  It  would  cost  $5000  a  year  to  keep 
the  elevator  running. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  in  favor  of  the  ele-» 
vator.  The  time  has  arrived  when  every  foot 
of  room  in  the  building  must  be  improved; 
and  an  elevator  would  enable  them  to 
utilize  the  rooms  on  the  upper  floors.  He 
instanced  the  Sears  Building,  where  the  rooms 
on  the  tifth  story  were  almost  as  valuable  as  those 
on  the  first  or  second  story.  All  the  leading  ho- 
tels have  elevators,  because  their  guests  demand 
them.  He  thought  gentlemen  were  behind  the  times 
when  they  stood  there  and  talked  about  not  needing 
an  elevator  in  City  Hall.  The  public  have  a  right  to 
facilities  for  easy  access  to  the  departments,  and 
the  ventilation  will  not  at  all  be  affected  by  it.  He 
did  not  see  how  it  would  cost  $5000  a  year  to  run 
it;  he  could  get  |;a  good  engineer  for 
$1000,  and  it  would  require  only  two  tons  of 
coal  a  week,  and  in  the  coldest  weather  three, 
and  on  the  whole  the  cost  would  not  he  more 
than  $3000  a  year.  No  policemen  will  be  neces- 
sary ;  the  man  who  runs  the  elevator  will  take 
care  of  it,  so  that  bugbear  is  an  idle  onf ,  and  they 
do  not  have  vagrants  about  City  Hall.  He  did  not 
possess  $300,000  to  be  taxed  every  year ;  but  he 
believed  the  taxpayers  demanded  and  have  a 
right  to  good  facilities,  and  he  believed  they 
would  thank  their  representatives  for  them.  He 
would  not  allude  to  the  high  taxes  so  often. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  personalities  only  sh.^wed 
the  weakness  of  an  argument.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands  knows  an  elevator  is  not 
profitable,  else  he  would  have  had  one  in  his  build- 
mg.  It  is  the  taxpayers'  money  that  runs  the  City 
Government.  He  had  not  seen  a  single  economi- 
cal measure  advocated  by  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  since  he  had  had  a  seat  at  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  claimed  that  he  had  ad- 
vocated the  best  system  of  economy;  he  said> 
spend  money  where  it  is  needed.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  was  doing  that  every  day  in  paving 
the  streets  of  the  city,  and  it  was  so  in  other  de- 
partments. He  should  always  favor  such  economy 
as  that. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
the  Board  voted  to  adopt  the  amendment— yeas  8, 
nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters,  Power 
—4. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment, made  in  the  Common  Council,  of  $30,000  for 
a  schoolhouse  site  in  the  Everett  District,  Dorches- 
ter. He  thought  it  would  be  cheaper  to  wait,  as 
land  was  dechning  in  price  there. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  Board  would  con- 
cur. The  appropriation  was  recommended  by  the 
School    Committee     and    Committee     on     Pub- 


lic Insti-uction.  The  Finance  Committee 
had  reported  an  estimate  of  $15,000  for  a 
new  site  at  City  Point,  and  of  the  two 
he  thought  the  one  in  Dorchester  was  needed 
the  more — thoiigh  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  se- 
cure a  lot  at  City  Point.  The  facts  concerning 
the  Everett  School  in  Dorchester  are  as  follows : 
Grammar  scholars,  280;  primary  do.,  200 — total, 
480;  number  last  March,  339 ;  increase,  141.  Three 
new  teachers  have  been  added  since  last  May,  At 
that  time  all  the  pupils  were  in  the  same  building ; 
now  all  the  primary  scholars  are  outside  and  the 
old  house  is  nearly  full  of  grammar  scholars.  Two 
primary  schools  have  been  established  about  half 
a  mile  apart,  with  two  teachers  in  each ;  as  soon  as 
the  weather  becomes  pleasant  both  those  houses 
will,  without  doubt,  be  filled  to  their  present 
capacity ;  when  it  will  be  necessary  either  to  oc- 
cupy the  attic  or  procure  another  house.  In  either 
case  a  considerable  difficulty  will  have  to  be  over- 
come. For  the  house  in  Boston  street  a  rent 
of  $900  is  paid ;  for  the  one  on  Everett  avenue  of 
$1000,  or  $1300,  according  to  certain  conditions. 
■Two  hundred  and  fourteen  houses  have  been  buUt 
in  this  district  within  the  last  two  years,  fifty  of 
which  are  still  unoccupied.  Arrangements  are 
making  now  to  build  several  brick  blocks 
this  season.  It  would  be  better  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation this  year,  and  it  would  be  a  good  poli- 
cy generally  for  the  city  to  purchase  schoolhouse 
sites  when  they  are  needed. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  the  size  of  the  present 
lot. 

Alderman  Prescott  had  not  the  figures  with  him, 
but  he  was  sure  the  building  would  have  to  be 
used  in  a  short  time  for  primary  scholars  entirely. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  there  seemed  to  be  no 
need  of  this  lot  this  year.  He  referred  to  the  sale 
of  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse  last  year,  and  ask- 
ed why  that  had  not  been  fitted  up.  Besides,  he 
believed  there  was  ample  room  to  build  another 
house  on  that  lot.  It  was  taxing  the  people  for 
$30,000  when  it  was  not  needed. 

Alderman  Brooks  asked  whether  the  site  at 
South  Boston  would  be  needed  this  year. 

Alderman  Prescott  replied  that  although  it 
might  not  be  needed  this  year,  the  locality  was 
rapidly  filling  up,  and  it  would  be  advisable  to  ob- 
tain the  lot. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  distance  between  this 
lot  and  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse  was  not  so 
great  as  the  distance  he  travelled  to  school  when 
a  boy. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  they  were  in  dif- 
ferent districts. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote  as  f  cl- 
ows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  HaU,  Peters, 
Power,  Worthington. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  why  the  appropriation 
for  salaries  was  so  much  less  this  year   than   last. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  a  transfer  of  several  salaries  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Assessors'  and  other  Depart- 
ments. 

Alderman  Harris  had  labored  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  an  economical  move. 

The  order  relating  to  the  appropriations  and  the 
order  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the  amendments, 
and  as  amended  were  passed. 

BOND  APPBOVED. 

The  bond  of  Jonas  Pierce,  constable,  being  pre- 
sented duly  certified  by  the  treasurer,  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson  $3250  for  Mag- 
azine-street land  damages ;  Mary  and  Annie  Wig- 
flesworth  $500  for  Hawley-street  land  damages, 
everally  passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  "Newcomb  street"  to 
Prescott  place  in  Ward  11.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  on  Broadway,  from  N  to  Q 
streets.    Passed. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Halleck  street, 
between  Ruggles  and  Ward  streets.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
the  above  portion  of  Halleck  street.  Estimated 
cost  $3500.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grad« 
Kingsbury  street.    Estimated  cost  $6500.    Passed. 

Order  for  Eastern  Railroad  Company  to  station 
a  flagman  at  the  crossing  on  Bennington  street. 
Passed. 
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Order  for  the  abatement  and  reassessment  of 
certain  assessmenta  for  furnishing  edgcstoueb  in 
Streets  of  this  city. 

THE  WATER-STREET     EXTENSION. 

The  order  to  pay  Charles  G.  Greene  et  al. 
$325,000  for  estate  surrendered  to  the  city  on 
Water  street  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  and 
it  Iiaving  been  given  a  second  reading.  Alderman 
Harris  offered  the  following  amendment:  "Said 
owners  to  pay  the  taxes  upon  the  estate  assessed 
May  1, 1873,  and  to  have  the  right,  if  they  desire,  to 
occupy  said  estate  free  of  rent  until  August  31, 
1874. ' 

Alderman  Harris  said  this  was  a  part  of  the  set- 
tlement agreed  upon,  and  to  provide  against  any 
contingency  that  might  arise,  it  was  thought  best 
to  put  it  into  the  orner. 

Alrierman  Cutter  asked  for  an  explanation; 
the  building  covered  only  3733  feet  of  land,  and 
the  property  was  assessed  in  1873  for  $150,000. 
And  yet  the  Committee  on  Streets  were  asking 
for  $325,000  for  the  estate. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  well  known 
that  this  building  was  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Water  and  Devonshire  streets,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  valuable  to  be  found  in  the  city.  It  was 
stated  by  Colonel  Greene,  who  came  before  the 
committee,  that  they  were  receiving  for  it  $32,000 
per  year,  which  would  be  8  per  cent,  upon  $400,000. 
They  were  receiving  $23,000  besides  their  own 
rent.  The  Alderman  thought  he  knew  something 
about  the  value  of  a  newspaper  office  in  that  vi- 
cinity, and  was  free  to  say  that  the  rent  for  the 
Post  printing  office  was  worth  $10,000,  although 
they  h-^d  put  it  at  $9000,  making  the  whole  rent 
$32,000  instead  of  $33,000.  It  was  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  the  city  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  the 
affair.  There  were  very  few  gentlemen  who  would 
be  willing  to  accept  $325,000  for  an  estate  that  was 
paying,  and  promised  to  pay  in  the  future,  8  per 
cent,  upon  $400,000.  The  firm  of  Beals,  Greene  & 
Co.  would  be  very  glad  to  have  the  Board  let  the 
building  alone  at  $400,000.    They  would  very  much 

E refer  to  remain  where  they  are  and  have  their 
uilding  as  it  is,  than  to  receive  what  is  offered 
them. 

■  Alderman  Cutter  said  he  saw  by  the  Alderman's 
statement  that  the  matter  was  still  worse  than  he 
at  first  thought.  He  states  that  the  rent  of  the 
building  is  actually  $32,000  per  year.  But  the 
committee  proposed  to  give  them  the  rent,  by  the 
amendment  offered,  for  about  six  months  to  come. 
Therefore  they  proposed  to  give  them  $16,000 
more  than  the  order  actually  proposed.  He  could 
not  conceive  how  they  could  justify  themselves  in 
voting  $325,000  for  that  btiiklmg.  He  knew  the 
assessors  of  Ward  4  were  net  delinquent  in  their 
duty.  He  knew  they  were  assessing  buildings  for 
$25,000  that  were  afterwards  sold  for  $20,000,  and 
it  was  said  that  the  leal  estate  of  Ward  4  was  as- 
sessed more  pro  rata  than  that  of  any  other  ward 
in  the  city.  He  saw  the  assessors  assessed  this 
estate  last  year  for  $150,030,  and  he  believed  year 
before  last  it  was  assessed  for  $210,000,  AVhy  they 
had  lowered  that  assessment  $60,000  he  could  not 
tell.  He  did  not  see  how  they  justified  themselves. 
If  they  had  lowered  it  because  of  the  part  that 
was  cut  off,  it  was  not  .iustmable,  for  the  owners 
had  thrown  the  whole  building  upon  the  city.  In  ad- 
dition to  that,  the  estate  had  received  from  the  city 
of  Boston  $10,000  as  grade  damages  last  year.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  was  piling  it  pretty  thick 
upon  the  city;  $10,000  last  year  and  a  reduction  of 
the  valuation  $60,000  last  year,  and  now  it  was  pro- 
posed to  give  them  the  rent  for  six  months,  which 
was  equal  to  $16,000— equal  to  $26,000.  The  Board 
would  see  they  were  giving  pretty  well  up  toward 
$375,000  to  the  owners  of  that  estate  from  the  city 
of  Boston  for  these  two  years.  While  other  gen- 
tlemen, on  other  committees,  such  as  paving, 
claims,  etc.,  were  trying  to  save  the  city's  money 
at  the  rate  of  $50,  $25  and  $10  at  a  time,  he  did  not 
feel  willing  to  stand  up  and  ask  them  to  vote  to 
pay  such  sums  as  this.  Without  more  knowledge 
Aipon  the  subject  he  could  not  vote  for  the  order 
as  it  stood.  He  trusted  the  matter  would  lie  over 
so  that  the  Board  could  look  into  the  merits  of  the 
case.  If  it  was  necessary, they  should  rcferitback 
to  the  Street  Commissioners  and  get  their  opinion 
upon  this  question,  because  he  believed  that  the 
Board  should  look  after  large  sums  as  well  as 
small  ones.  It  did  seem  to  him  that  they  could 
not  be  justified  in  voting  for  that  amount. 
■  Alderman  Worthington  said  he  desired  to  state 
that  the  committee  were  not  responsible  for  what 
the  assessors  had  seen  fit  to  tax  that  block  for. 
When  the  owners  came  before  the  committee  they 


said  they  had  not  complained  of  the  taxes.    So 
far  as  he  knew,  he  believed    the  Street    Commis- 
sioners agreed  with  them  in  calling   this  a  good 
settlement.    The>    were  threatened   witli    a   suit 
against  the  city,  and  the  City  Solicitor  had  looked 
into  it  and  had"  said  it  was  as  good  a  settlement  as 
could  be  made,  and  advised  the  city  to  pay  that 
amount  rather  than  be  sued  for  $400,000.    He  felt 
satisfied  that  they  were  making  a  fair  settlement 
with  the  owners  of  the  property.    It  was  true  that 
the  amendment  proposed  to  give  them  the  rent 
till  the  first  of  September,  but  the  firm  proposed 
to  move  out  as  soon  as  possible  and  give  them  the 
budding.    The  time  was  fixed  at  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, so  that  they  might  not  have  the  appear- 
ance of  crowding  them  out  of  the  building  before 
they  could  get  ready  to  go  somewhere  else.    The 
Aldermen  knew  very  well  that  Beals,  (ireene  & 
Co.  were  erecting  a  new  building  on  ^lilk  street, 
and  were  in  hopes  to  have  it  ready  by  the  first  of 
May.    But  it  was  the   feeling  of  the  committee 
and  the  commissioners  that  they  should  not  be 
crowded  in  moving ;  that  it  would  be  unjust  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  after  cutting  off  their  build- 
ing first  on  Devonshire  street  and  then  on  Water 
street,  as  the  city  had  been  compelled  to  do  against 
their   most    earnest   remonstrance.      The    Board 
should   deal    with   them   fairly   and   not   crowd 
them  to  move  before  they  could  conveniently  do 
so.    He  felt  that  they  were  doing  fuU  justice  with 
the  city  and  dealing  fairly,  as  they  should  do,  with 
the  owners  by  paying  the  $325,000   for  the   prop- 
erty. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  some 
explanation  in  reference  to  the  matter,  inasmuch 
as  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  that  had  it 
under  consideration  not  only  this  year,  but  in  the 
year  just  past.     The  award  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners for  that  property  was  $287,000  or  $290,- 
000,  and  there  were  very  good  reasons  for  expect- 
ing that   they  would    not   make   the  award  any 
higher  than  they  expected  to  have  to  pay  for  the 
property.    This  amount  Beals,  Greene  &  Co.  de- 
clined to  accept.    They  went  before  the  committee 
last  year  several  times  and  their  claim  for  the 
Ijroperty  was  based  upon  the  amount  of  income 
that  they  derived  from  it.    They  showed  very  con- 
clusively to  the  committee  last  year  that  the  prop- 
erty  was  worth  to   them  not    only  $325,000  but 
$400,000,  inasmuch  as  they  had  leased  it  to  good 
tenants  for  $23,000  over  and  above  the  part  occu- 
pied by  them,  which  they  thought  equal  to  $10,000 
per  annum,  giving  them  an  income  on  this  prop- 
erty of  $33,000  per  annum.    If  they  could  believe 
Colonel  Greene — and  he  believed  he  was  a  man 
whose  word  was  generally  taken  in  this  community, 
and  had  been  known  for  a  good  many  years  as  a 
man  who  generally  tells  the  truth— he  would  rather 
have  his  property  left  than  take  even  $400,000  for 
it.    But  the  city  came  there  and  took  it  away  from 
him,  drove  him  out,  and  he  asked  to  be  paid  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  the  property.    The  com- 
mittee of  last  year  made  up  their  minds  that  it 
would  be  better  to  give   $325,000  than  to  stand  a 
lawsuit  and  the  result  of  a  trial  by  jury  or  by  ref- 
erees.   Messrs.  Beals,  Greene  &  Co.  would  not  ac- 
cept that  amount  last  year,  but  after  several  hear- 
ings this   year  they  had   concluded   to  accept  it 
rather  than  to  have  a  long  and  perhaps  a  tedious 
lawsuit  \\'ith  the  city,  if  they  could  have  the  privi- 
lege of  remaining  there  until  their  building  on 
Milk  street  couUrbe  completed,  so  that  they  might 
have    a   place   to    move   into.    If   that    is    com- 
pleted  in  two  months    they  will  move  out,  and 
leave    this  estate   to   the  city.    If   it  takes  three 
months  they  stay  till  it  is  finished.    At  all  events, 
if   they  remained  till  the  latest  time  designated, 
the    city  would   receive    the   property  in   time  to 
make  the  cutting  and  put  the  street  "in  condition 
before  the  cold  weather  of  next  winter  comes  on. 
He  would  state  further  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  the  settlement  was  a  good 
one  for   the    city.    The    Street  Committee  never 
made  a  settlement  of  this  magnitude  without  con- 
sulting and  getting  the  opinion  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners and  of  the  best  experts  outside,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  as  good  an  expert  as  there  was  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  a  man  skilled  in  the  values  of 
buildings  and  real  estate,  he  thought  tnis  was  a 
good   settlement   for   the   city.    There  would   be 
taken   3716   feet  of   land,  and   that   land,  no  one 
would   undertake   to    deny,  was   worth   $50   per 
square  foot,  which  came  to  $185,800.     Mr.  N.  J. 
Bradlee   had   told  him   that  the    building   could 
not    be   replaced   by   one    as   good    as   tnat   for 
$130,000,  although  the    present  building    did  n't 
cost  that  at  the  time  it  was  built.    Everything  was 
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very  low  then,  and  it  cost  from  $nO,000  to  $115,000, 
but  legally  they  are  entitled  to  the  present  value 
of  the  building.  Taking  the  building  at  $125,000, 
the  property  would  come  to  $310,800,  and  that  left 
$13,200  for  contingent  claims  and  for  damages. 
There  were  tenants'  claims  there  which  could  not 
be  settled,  and  which  the  city  is  to  be  saved  barm- 
less  from.  There  would  be  2850  feet  left,  which, 
at  $50  per  foot,  would  come  to  $142,500.  The 
building  left  is  worth  $75,030,  which  will  make 
$217,000  remaining  to  the  city.  Deducting  that 
from  $325,000,  there  would  be  left  $108,000  that 
weld  be  paid  for  the  wiuening.  The  city  made 
money  by  it.  In  the  estimate  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners, made  up  before  they  supposed  the 
property  was  to  be  surrendered,  they  made  the 
cost  $118,000.  Taking  the  property  at  $217,000,  if 
they  wished  they  might  call  it  $33,000  to  repair  it, 
though  it  would  not  cost  over  $20,000  at  the  out- 
side, and  they  would  then  have  a  property  for 
$250,000  that  would  pay  $20,000;  not  a  very  bad 
showing  nor  a  bad  speculation  for  the  city  of 
Boston. 

He  knew  it  was  a  large  sum  to  bring  in  there  and 
ask  that  Board  to  allow.  Ifseemed  to  be  a  large 
increase  over  and  above  the  assessment.  But  the 
committees  of  last  year  and  this  had  given  the 
matter  a  very  careful  and  candia  consideration, 
had  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it,  had  got  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  outside  City  Hall  upon  it, 
and  had  obtained  the  opinion  of  tlie  Street  Com- 
missioners that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  city 
to  make  this  settlement  with  these  parties  for  this 
property.  So  much  for  an  explanation.  He  would 
btate  that  this  amendment  that  had  been  proposed 
to  the  order  should  have  been  put  into  it  at  first. 
It  was  intended  to  have  the  conditions  written  in 
the  original  order,  but  from  an  oversight  it  was 
omitted,  though  it  was  incorporated  in  the  deed. 
In  addition  he  would  say  that  the  city  received 
everything  that  was  considered  a  fixture  in  the 
building,  such  as  the  boilers  .-^nd  various  other 
things  which  are  considered  as  a  realty  in  the 
taking  of  the  property. 
Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 
Alaerman  Cutter  said  he  was  very  glad  to  ob- 
tain the  light  he  had  upon  this  subject.  He 
thought  it  showed  upon  the  face  of  it  that  the 
committee  propose  to  be  liberal  with  these  parties, 
as  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  had 
said.  He  himself  had  nothing  to  say  against 
these  parties.  He  would  say  this,  however,  that 
he  did  not  think  the  gentleman  could  claim  that 
they  could  be  considered  objects  of  charity,  as  he 
very  often  claimed  for  those  for  whom  he  spoke. 
But  truly  he  could  not  see  how  he  could  sustain 
himself  in  voting  for  this  amount,  for  it  seemed-to 
him  too  large.  If  they  took  the  figures  of  the 
chairman  just  stated  the  land  came  to  $185,800, 
and  the  whole  estate  by  the  estimate  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  would  not  be  valued  at  over 
$280,000  or  $290,000.  It  did  seem  to  him  that  this 
$325,000  was,  at  least,  $30,000  or  $35,000  more  than 
he  could  figure  up  as  the  value  of  the  property, 
and  yet  the  committee  went  $30,000  beyond  that. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was  laid  upon  the 
table  by  a  rising  vote— 7  for  and  4  against. 

THE  LATE  SENATOR  SUMNEB. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  transmitting 
the  following  resolutions  adopted  concerning  the 
death  of  Senator  Sumner. 

City  of  Brooklyn,  in  Common  Council,  ] 
Stated  Session, 
Monday,  March  16, 1874. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted  and  a  copy  thereof  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton: 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  has  received  with 
deep  sensibility  the  announcement  of  the  death 
of  the  honorable  Charles  Sumner. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Charles  Sumner 
the  world  has  lost  a  man  whose  labors  were 
effective  and  continuous  for  the  liberty,  eleva- 
tion and  progress  of  the  whole  human  race — a 
man  universally  known  as  the  foe  of  all  tyranny ; 
the  defender  of  the  oppressed,  the  protector  of 
the  defenceless  and  the  friend  of  the  slave;  as  a 
statesman  whose  integrity  was  never  questioned; 
whose  virtue  was  without  reproach,  whose  cour- 
age never  quailed  and  who5e  zeal  never  fal- 
tered; his  persistent  adherence  to  and  his  elo- 
quent, energetic  advocacy  of  his  convictions  of 
right  in  spite  of  every  temptation  and  in 
the   face  of     all    obloquy   and   opposition,   pre- 


sent him  as  a  model  worthy  of  the  admi- 
ration and  imitation  of  all.  His  death  is  the  loss 
not  alone  of  Massachusetts,  but  of  the  nation  and 
the  world. 

Resolved,  That  we  also  bear  witness  to  the  puri- 
ty, integrity  and  high  moral  influence  which  per- 
vaded tbe  life  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  Sumner ; 
to  his  persistent  and  unwearied  efforts  in  behalf 
of  freedom  and  humanity,  to  the  unselfish  devot- 
edness  of  his  great  abilities  in  the  exercise  of  his 
honest  convictions  for  the  promotion  of  the  na- 
tion's good,  and  that  the  consecration  of  his  high 
life  to  constant  labor  for  the  advancement  of  the 
highest  interests  of  his  country  is  a  legacy  the  in- 
fluence of  which  is  of  priceless  value  and  ever  to 
be  sacredly  cherished. 

William  G.  Bishop,  City  Clerk. 

The  resolutions  were  sent  down. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Zelo- 
tes  Prince  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  Paris  street.    Accepted. 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Fire  Department,  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of 
assistant-engineers  to  thirteen,  and  number  of 
firemen  to  seven  hundred.    Passed. 

Order  for  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  allowing  the  trustees  of  the 
Whiting  estate  to  place  one-half  of  a  partition 
wall  on  land  of  city  on  south  side  of  Washington 
square.    Passed. 

Report  adverse  to  procuring  rooms  in  Niles 
Block  for  accommodation  of  city  oflicers,  and  rec- 
ommending lease  of  estate  iio.  30  Pemberton 
square,  for  that  purpose.  Accepted,  and  the  or- 
der to  hire  estate  30  Pemberton  square,  for  a  term 
of  five  years  at  $3600  per  annum,  passed. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. Reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
orders  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Washington  street  from  Court 
street  to  Haymarket  square,  Cornhill  and  Brattle 
street,  according  to  the  grades  established  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  Dec.  3  and  25,1872;  also,  to 
furnish  and  set  the  edgeston^s,  build  the  neces- 
sary cesspools  and  drains,  and  pave  the  roadway 
of  said  streets  with  small  granite  blocks  and 
flagging  crossings ;  the  expense  thereof,  estimat- 
ed at  eiglity  thousand  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  Washington-street  Ex- 
tension. 
Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows :  Al- 
pheus  M.  Stetson,  148-152  Fourth  street,  $100; 
heirs  of  Patrick  J  Fleming,  142  Fourth  street, 
$100;  John  Kelley,  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Lin- 
den street,  $150;  John  McCarthy,  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, near  Linden  street,  $50;  P.  H.Davis,  Dor- 
chester avenue,  corner  of  Ellsworth  street,  $75; 
heirs  of  Ambrose  Lovis,  P  straet,  corner  of  Broad- 
way, $192  72.    Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  rewair  the  Paving  wharf  on  Albany 
street  according  to  plans  and  specifications 
drawn  by  the  City  Engineer.  Estimated  co.st, 
$1800. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  Spar- 
hawk  the  sum  of  $859  85,  upon  his  giving  to  the 
city  a  release  and  discharge  of  any  and  all  claims 
for  compensation  on  account  of  gravel  purchased 
of  him  by  the  town  of  Brighton  under  a  contract 
dated  May  24, 1873. 
Passed. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  of 
Ellen  Ryan  for  grade  damages  on  Ontario  street, 
and  James  Underbill  for  grade  damages  on  L  and 
Third  streets.    Sererally  accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting,  under  the  usual 
conditions,  the  applications  of  the  following-named 
persons  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  this 
city:  C.  H.  Elkins,  John  Bergen,  Cook  &  Handy, 
Augustus  Steven,  Moseley  &  Tuttle,  P.  W.  Smith, 
AratusE.  Pratt,  Smith  &  Walker,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Malachi  Clark,  Michael  Gormley,  G.  H.  Moseley  & 
Co.,  Adoniram  Curtis  and  Orsamus  Nute.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  abate  the  bill  of  forty-four  dol- 
lars and  eighty-four  cents  against  the  Carney 
Hospital  for  sidewalk  laid  in  front  of  the  hospital 
estate  on  Old  Harbor  street,  South  Boston. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to   furnish   and   set   edgestones  on  the 
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southerly  side  of  Main  street,  between  the  railroad 
bridge  and  the  Somerville  line,  and  to  report  to 
this  Jioard  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  the  sidewalks  of  Meridian-street 
Bridge  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1300 ;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Western-avenue  Bridge,  between 
Brighton  and"  Cambridge,  at  an  expense  not  ex 
ceeding  $2500;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  North  Harvard-street  Bridge, 
at  an  estimate  expense  of  $510 ;  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  follow- 
ing applications  for  license :  D.  Walter  Murphy, 
to  give  dramatic  performance  at  Wait's  Hall,, 
April  9;  M.  Bidermacher,  to  keep  billiard  saloon 
at  472  Washington  street;  Michael  Mulhern,  for 
a  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Warren  street  and  Wal- 
nat  avenue ;  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No.  143, 1.  O.  O.  F., 
to  give  dramatic  entertainment,  April  2;  FranciS' 
W.  Newcomb  and  78  other  minor  applications  for 
newsboys'  license ;  Thomas  Coughlan,  to  keep 
billiard  saloon  at  corner  of  Tremont  and  Lenox 
streets ;  Charles  E.  Hanning,  for  license  as  auc- 
tioneer at  14  Trenton  street;  Hayes  &  Co.  et  al., 
for  transfer  of  wagon  license  ;  Frank  Merrill,  for 
leave  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  at  35  Bromfield 
street;  A.  V.  Peck,  to  give  concerts  at  Music  Hall 
this  week;  Sigwart  Anderson,  98  Richmond  street ; 
John  C.  Miller,  149  Court  street;  Jesse  Wads- 
worth,  10  Marshall  street;  Elisha  D.  Rich,  1  North 
Market  street  ;  Gorham  &  Brooks,  339  West 
Broadway,  and  William  Taylor,  333%  Hanover 
street  ;  and  reports  (leavv^  to  withdraw)  on 
application  of  Mai'tha  A.  Hanson,  to  keep  bil- 
liard saloon  at  33  Howard  street;  E.  B.  Caldwell, 
N.  P.  Perkins,  Coffin,  Nichols  &  Co.,  Patrick 
Sweeney,  Snow  &  Devine,  J.  Ryan,  J.  E.  Hurn, 
for  wagon  licenses;  A.  P.  Foster,  52  Essex  street, 
Frank  A.  Caswell,  59  Shawmut  avenue,  Simon  P. 
Humphrey,  735  Washington  street,  Albert  S. 
Thompson,  55  Merrimac  street,  for  victuallers' 
licenses.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the"  Committee  on 
Streets- 
Ordered,  That  the  order  to  pay  Ann  J.  Phillips 
fourteen  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Cottage  street, 
passed  this  Board  November  10,  and  approved 
November  11,  1873,  be  ?nd  the  same  hereby  is  re- 
scinded, the  city  having  paid  the  said  Phillips  for 
her  land  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  of  court. 

Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Moses  Williams,  Jr.,  and  George 
Atkinson,  trustees,  $16,388  17,  on  account  of  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Washington 
street.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  ap- 
plications of  J.  F.  Barry,  P.  J.  Minton,  Samuel 
Austin  and  Perkins  &  Currier,  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables;  and  "leave  to  withdraw  as  per  request" 
on  petition  of  James  O'Neil  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  on  Locust  street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  the 
First  Battalion  of  '^ight  Artillery,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No. 
37  Tremont  street,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  annum,  beginning  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1874;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repaii-s  on  the 
armory  building,  owned  by  the  city  on  Maverick 
street,  near  Bremen  street,  East  Boston,  as  may 
be  designated  by  the  Committee  on  Armories ; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  in  the 
city  building  on  Winthrop  street,  Charlestown, 
occupied  by  Company  H,  Fifth  Regiment,  as  an 


armory  for  said  company,  as  may  be  designated 
by  the  Committee  on  Armories ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances—Report on  the  order  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  giving  the  Joint  Standing  Committee' 
on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  fuU^ 

Eower  to  decide  upon  all  questions  referred  to  it 
y  the  City  Council  concerning  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston,  that  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  City  Council  to  delegate  the 
powers  conferred  upon  it  by  statute  to  regulate 
the  erection  of  wooden  buildings.    Accepted. 

Report  on  order  to  report  ordinance  relative  to 
election  of  eight  assistant-inspectors  of  buildings 
instead  of  six,  recommending  the  passage  of  tne 
following  ordinance : 
An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 

to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  reg- 
ulation and  inspection  of  buildings  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out,  in  the  sixth  line  of  the 
fifth  section,  the  word  "six"  and  inserting  in  the 
place  thereof  the  word  "eight." 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — Report  and  orders  as  follows : 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Sam- 
uel A.  Way's  heirs,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment in  Parker  street.    Accepted. 

Order  to  t:l-i  laad  of  Owen  Nawn,  heirs  of 
James  Huciiins,  i>avis  &  Walker,  and  Boston 
Belting  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  a 
sewer  in  Elmwood  street,  between  King  street 
and  Stony  Brook,  according  to  plan  made  by  Su-' 
perintendent  of  Sewers,  dated  February,  1874. 
Passed. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o  clock  P.  M.,  of  all  parties  opposed  to  con- 
stniction  of  common  sewer  in  Sterling  street,  be- 
tween Westminster  street  and  Shawmut  avenue. 
Passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
ih  Dorchester  street,  between  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Blake  street.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  of 
all  parties  opposed  to  proposed  construction  of 
common  sewer  in  Elmwood  street ;  in  Washington 
street,  between  Elmwood  street  and  Pynchon 
street ;  and  in  Pynchon  street,  between  Washing- 
ton and  Centre  streets.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands — Reports  on  petitions  of  S.  H.  Tarbell 
and  Martin  Hayes,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
tflie  lot  of  land  on  East  Fourth  street,  as  purchased! 
of  the  city  by  Stephen  H.  Tarbell  in  April,  1871,  be' 
extended  to  April  1, 1875,  upon  condition  that  he' 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  within  ten  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
the  lot  of  land  on  East  Fourth  street,  as  purchased 
of  the  city  by  Martin  Hayes,  in  May,  1870,  be  ex- 
tended to  May  1, 1875,  upon  condition  that  he  pay 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  within  ten  days  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Emerj',  for  the  Committee  on  Fan- 
euil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  applica^ 
tion  of  Charles  L.  Mitchell  et  al.,  for  use  of  Fan- 
euil  Hall  April  14  for  a  public  meeting.  Accept- 
ed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  special  committee 
to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for  certain  city 
Offices- Report  nominating  the  following: 

Inspector  of  Lime — Ebenezer  Curtis. 

Culler  of  Hoops,  etc.— Horace  A.  Sawyer. 

Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers  —  S.  E.  Par- 
tridge, J.  J.Leighton,HenryMorse,  Samuel  Mcin- 
tosh, Edward  F.  Mecuen,  E.  T.  Hitchcock,  Patrick 
H.  Rogers,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett,  Edwin  S.  Ells- 
worth, Charles  Spear,  Wilson  Stanley,  Theodore 
Hersey,  John  Robie,  William  Moulton,  John  W. 
Morris,  William  ScoUans,  Charles  E.  Rice,  James 
4..  Cogswell,  George  A.  Brown,  William  Thomas^ 
John  L.  Cheney,  S.  Augustus  Rogers,  James  M(. 
Gardner,  Edwin  A.  Head,Curus  Curtis. 

Fence  Viewers— John  Dove,  John  Noble,  Luther 
Briggs,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles,  B.  F.  Ricker,  Horace  W. 
Jordan,  John  D.  Wester,  Edward  Curley,  John 
Gary,  Levi  Fisk,  Woodbury  L.  Lewis. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed. 
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By  the  cliaiiman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance— 
Keport  on  lequest  of  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  for  loan  of  $200,- 
000  for  the  raii^ing;  of  said  territory,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  order  therefor.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  order  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

HOUSES  AXD   VEHICLES  OWNED  BY  THE  CITY. 

In  response  to  an  order  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  reports  were  submitted  by  the 
chaiimen  of  committees  on  the  several  depart- 
ments, giving  details  of  the  number  of  horses 
owned  by  the  city  and  used  in  the  said  depart- 
ments as  follows : 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Trustees  of 
Mount-Hope  Cemetery— There  are  live  horses  be- 
longing to  this  department,  valued  at  $dOO;  four 
oftnemare  used  for  the  general  work  of  the 
cemetery,  and  the  other  by  the  Superintendent  in 
escorting  visitors  and  lot  owners  about  the  ceme- 
tery, in  sending  to  the  Post  Office,  blacksmith 
shop,  to  the  city  vv'hen  necessary,  and  in  other  in- 
cidental work.  Whenever  the  animal  employed 
by  the  Superintendent  is  sii  k  or  disabled  one  of 
the  team  horses  is  allowed  by  the  trustees  to  sup- 
ply its  place.  There  are  also  belonging  to  this  de- 
partment Ave  tip  carts,  two  sleds,  one  watering 
cart,  one  hay  wagon,  an  express  sleigh,  one  ex- 
press wagon,  one  open  carriage,  one  covered 
wagon,  one  old  sleigh,  and  one  old  carryall,valued 
at  .^1280. 

By  AJderman  Prescott  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets.  Weights  and  Measures— That  the  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict has  one  pung  sleigh,  one  harness,  and  a  very 
old,  large  wagon  (nearly  worthless),  which  has 
been  used  in  both  districts.  The  Sealer  for  the 
Southern  Di-trict  has  one  harness  and  one  open 
wagon,  but  no  horse. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  City  Engineer's 
Dep^iTtment- One  hor;e  and  one  top  buggy  for  the 
use  of  the  City  Engineer. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— Two  horses,  one  buggy,  one  sleigh,  one  job 
wagon. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Six  driving  and  forty-seven  cart  hoi ses;  one 
buggy  and  live  light  wagons.  One  horse  and  the 
buggy  are  u? ed  exclusively  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets;  the  other  drving  horses  and  light 
wagons  by  the  foremen  of  the  departments. 

by  Aldeiman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps 
— TLere  are  two  horses  belonging  to  this  depart- 
ment kept  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Superin- 
tendent; two  harnesses,  which  have  been  in  use, 
one  for  three  and  the  other  for  five  years ;  two  top 
buggies,  respectively  valued  at  two  hundred  ana 
twenty-five  and  forty  dollars. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Building.-— Three  horses  for  the  use  of  the  depart- 
ment, one  by  the  Superintendent  and  one  for  each 
of  his  two  assistants,  and  a  carriage  for  each  of 
them. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Department  for 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — One 
horse,  one  top  I)uggy,  one  sleigh,  one  harness,  one 
buffalo  robe,  one  lap  robe,  two  horse  blankets,  one 
halter,  one  v>'hip,  oue  iron  weight.  The  cleigli  and 
harness  have  been  in  use  since  1871,  and  the  sleigh 
was  a.second-hand  one  when  purchased  for  tne 
use  of  the  department. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
ice — Thvee  hor.-es  for  the  use  of  this  department, 
one  for  the  Chief  of  Police,  one  for  Station  Eleven, 
in  Dorchester,  for  the  patrol  of  that  district  and 
the  carting  of  pri-oners  to  the  Court,  and  one  at 
Station  Three,  for  patrol  duty  on  Beacon  street. 

By  Aldeiman  Clark,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds— That  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Common  and  Public  Grounds  does  not  have 
the  exclusive  use  of  any  horse  at  the  expense  of 
the  city. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted. 

REWARD  OFFERED. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  His  honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  airthorized  to  offer  a  reward  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  for  information  which  shall  lead  to 
the  detection  and  conviction  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons who,  on  the  eighteenth  instant,  abducted 
from  Broadway,  South  Boston,  Katie  Mary  Cur- 
ran,  aged  about  ten  years,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Curran,  residing  in  South  Boston;  said 
sum  when  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidental  Expenses. 

Alilerman  Power — I  suppose  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  passage  of 
this  order,  as  the  facts  have  become  known  to  this 
Board  through  the  newspapers.    This  girl  left  her 


parents'  house  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  go  to  the  store  to  pur- 
chase some  school  books.  The  last  heard  or  seen 
of  her  is  tliat  a  boy  saw  a  person  take  her  into  a 
carriage  and  drive  rapidly  away.  The  parents  are 
poor  and  have  not  money  to  prosecute  the  matter, 
and  as  we  know  that  money  often  obtains  infor- 
mation which  could  not  otherwise  be  obtained,  I 
hope  this  order  wUl  pass. 
Tlie  order  was  passed. 

THE  CITY    NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Business  Jae  instructed  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  act  now  pending  in  the  Legislature,  to  legalize 
the  Normal  School'recently  established  in  this  city 
by  the  School  Committee. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  placed 
upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  should  like  the  Alderman 
to  give  some  reasons  for  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Alderman  Power — My  reasons  are  briefly  these : 
A  bill  is  now  pending  in  the  Legislature,  which  is 
likely  to  pass,  legalizing  tlie  establishment  of  the 
Normal  School  in  this  city.  I  suppose  it 
is  known  to  this  Board  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Education  of 
the  Legislature  is  aUo  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  This,  of  cour.-e,  causes  him  to  be  looked 
upon  at  the  State  House  as  a  member  of,  and  per- 
haps to  reflect  to  a  certain  extent  the  sentiment 
of  the  City  Government  of  Boston.  I  understand 
that  he  favors  tlie  passage  of  this  bill.  Now,  I  tlo 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  being  opposed 
to  a  normal  school,  but  I  think  it  is  gen- 
erally understood  that  it  is  the  business  of  the 
State  to  maintain  normal  schools,  and  such  an  in- 
stitution would  be  established  in  this  city  if  it 
were  deemed  advisable,  which  would  relieve  the 
city  of  the  burden  of  maintaining  it  alone.  I  do 
not  suppose  any  member  of  this  I'oard  wishes  to 
put  upon  this  city  tlie  vvfliole  burden  of  maintain- 
ing such  a  school,  if  the  Stats  is  Avilling  to  share 
that  burden.  The  chairman  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  on  Education  is  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  it  may  be  inferred  by  the  Legis- 
lature that  in  doing  this  he  expresses  the  wishes 
of  the  City  Goveinnient  of  Boston.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve tlie  City  Government  is  willing  to  impose 
this  burden  upon  the  people  if  the  btate  i-5  will- 
ing to  take  it  off  their  shoulders,  and  if  the  City 
Government  passes  this  order  it  may  have  some 
influence  upon  the  Legislature.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  tlie  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation wields  a  great  influence  there,  and  he  may 
be  looked  upon  as  expressing  the  opinion  and 
wishes  of  the  city,  which  I  do  not  believe  he  does. 

Alderman  Emery — I  would  inquire  of  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  whetlier  he  knows  that  Senator 
Washburn  is  in  favor  of  the  Normal  School,  or 
does  he  take  it  for  granted  that  all  members  of 
tlie  School  Committee  are  in  favor  of  it;  also 
whether  he  knows  that  the  bill  gives  the  City  Gov- 
ernment the  right  to  inaugurate  a  normal  school, 
or  whether  it  is  to  establish  the  school  here  with- 
out the  autliority  of  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Power — I  believe  that  it  is  proven 
that  the  Normal  School  as  it  now  stands  is  an  ille- 
gal institution.  It  has  been  so  decided  by  our  City 
Solicitor,  and  this  act  is  to  legalize  it.  1  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  opposing  a  normal 
school,  but  those  gentlemen  in  their  anxiety  to 
have  sucli  an  institution,  have  run  the  ri^k  of  run- 
ning such  an  establishment  without  sanction  of 
law,  thinking,  peiiiaps,  that  a  birtl  in  the  liand  is 
worth  two  111  the  Inish.  They  think  tliat  if  they 
get  their  acts  legalized  they  will  be  sure  of  having 
a  normal  school  here,  antl  will  not  have  to  run 
the  risk  of  having  tne  State  establishing  one. 
Now,  I  assume  that  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
State  will  establish  a  normal  scl'ool  here 
if  one  is  needed.  As  it  stands  now,  the  city 
of  Boston  will  have  to  pay  the  whole  cost.  There- 
fore I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to  have  the  Legislat- 
ure legalize  tlie  establishment  of  the  present  ^ 
Normal  School,  antl  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  '' 
city  of  Boston  to  have  that  act  passed.  I  offered 
this  order  to  strengthen  the  Legislature,  to 
strengthen  the  legislative  commtttee  in  looking 
after  this  measure. 

Alderman  Emery— I  wanted  to  get  at  the  fact  in 
relation  to  the  member  of  the  School  Committee, 
whether  the  gentleman  knows  that  he  is  in  favor 
of  having  a  normal  school  established  by  the  city  ; 
also  whether  this  act  refers  to  the  Normal  School 
which  we  supposed  we  had  established.  I  want 
to  know  whether  it  is  to  establish  a  new  one  or 
to  legalize  the  one  we  have  been  running  illegally. 
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Alderman  Prescott — I  certainly  hope  this  order 
will  not  i)asH.  I  consider  this  one  of  the  most  im- 
jiortant  matters  introiiuced  into  this  hoard  for 
some  time  i)ast.  The  Alderm;in  who  introduced  it 
says  he  suppocs  that  no  member  of  tlu;  School 
Committee  is  opposed  to  a  normal  school.  That  is 
not  a  good  rea-on  for  the  City  Government  to  ex- 
press Lheir  opinion  adverse  to  an  institution  until 
we  have  seen  its  workings.  The  request  went  to 
the  Legislature  for  the  State  to  establish  a  normal 
school  in  tliis  city ;  but  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion reported  inexpedient,  and  tlie  city  get  leave 
to  withdrftW.  Then  a  petition  was  put  in  to 
legalize  the  present  school,  which  has  been 
run  for  twenty  years,  and  which  men  who  have 
taken  the  gre.itest  interest  in  educational  matters 
have  imlorsed,  because  they  knov/  Its  worth  and 
value.  An  opinion  was  given  by  the  City  Solicitor 
last  spring  against  the  legality  of  this  S(  hool ; 
nevertheless  the  school  was'  establi>hed  by 
the  City  Council,  and  hnd  been  run  sever- 
al years.  More  than  half  of  the  giadu- 
ates  of  that  institution  have  already  re- 
ceived positions  in  our  public  schools  and 
the  unanimous  testimony  in  regard  to  them  is, 
that  it  is  best  for  those  who  intend  to  adopt  teach- 
ing as  a  profession  to  take  the  course  provided 
there,  as  they  are  there  specially  fitted  for  the  po- 
sition, and  it  is  that  which  has  brought  our  schools 
up  to  a  higher  state  of  pel fection  than  they  have 
been  in  th"e  past.  It  is  true  that  Senator  Wash- 
burn is  a  member  of  the  school  board;  he  has 
for  years  been  chairu-an  of  the  Latin  School  Com- 
mittee and  has  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  such 
matters.  The  legislative  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion have  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  and  today  it  comes  to  the  House.  There 
is  a  clause  in  it  that  tliis  school  shall  bo  le- 
galized up  to  the  time  when  the  City 
Council  and  the  school  board  wish  to  con- 
tinue or  discontinue  it  ;  they  can  abol- 
ish it  at  any  time.  I  did  not  know  that  this  mat- 
ter was  coming  up  here,  otherwise  I  should  have 
had  the  reports  here  that  were  made  to  the  School 
Committee  last  year.  I  believe  this  is  one  of  the 
best  educational  institutions  we  can  have, 
and  I  believe  it  is  best  for  this  city  of 
Boston  to  maintain  such  a  school.  The  ex- 
pense of  the  present  Normal  School  in  this  city  is 
Ijf6500  a  year;  they  require  no  separate  building 
and  they  occupy  rooms  in  the  (4irls'  High  School 
building.  If  the  State  establishes  a  normal 
school  in  this  ci^^y  it  will  be  at  the  expense 
of  a  large  building  and  a  large  corps  of  teach- 
ers, and  of  this  the  city  of  Boston  will  have  to 
pay  forty  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax  for  its 
support.  We  would  be  absolute  losers  to  have  a 
State  normal  school  established  here  in  place  of  a 
small  normal  school  of  our  own.  I  trust  no  hasty 
action  will  be  taken  tonight.  This  is,  undoubtedly, 
a  new  subject  to  many  members  of  this  Board, 
and  I  trust  the  matter  will  lie  over  a  week  in 
order  th  it  members  m?y  acquaint  themselves 
more  fully  in  regard  to  the  subject.  The  pres- 
ent Normal  School  is  doing  a  good  work. 
It  has  between  seventy  and  eighty  pu- 
pils who  will  graduate  on  the  first  of  July  next' 
and  during  the  coining  year  probably  a  very  large 
proportion  of  them  will  receive  positions  in  our 
public  schools.  The  school  has  not  cost  the  city 
one  cent  since  last  June;  the  teachers  have  been 
hard  at  work  since  June  first  for  nothing,  and  in 
order  that  they  may  receive  their  salaries  this  bill 
has  been  introduced.  After  that  bill  passes,  if  the 
City  Council  see  fit  they  can  abolish  the  school. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  see  but  this  is  a 
proper  order.  It  seems  to  be  to  be  a  question 
whether  the  city  or  the  State  shall  run  it.  No 
doubt  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  wishes  to  run 
the  school  illegally,  but  I  am  surprised  that 
he  should  stand  up  here  and  advocate 
the  city  paying  the  expense  instead  of  the  State. 
If  it  is  run  l)y  the  State  we  shall  have  to  pay  only 
forty  per  cent,  of  the  cost.  It  was  advocated  here 
that  the  city  ought  to  run  a  lunatic  asylum,  but  it 
has  been  proved  that  the  State  can  do  it  more 
economicnlly.  I  think  it  is  a  proper  order,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  it  is  a  proper  order, 
but  for  a  different  reason  from  that  gi\  en  by  the 
gentleman  who  last  spoke.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
school,  but  when  the  School  Committee  attempt  to 
run  it  illegally  it  should  be  a  matter  of  principle 
with  us  to  oppose  it.  They  have  run  into  debt  and 
cannot  pay  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely 
wrong  for  the  city  to  sanction  such  action. 

Alderman    Power — It    seems   to   me   that   this 


school  is  clearly  illegal  and  this  order  should  be 
passed.  It  has  been  run  to  fit  teacher.s,  not  for 
the  Kchools  in  the  city  of  Boston,  but  elsewhere. 
This  matter  is  precisely  like  anotlier.  We  under- 
took to  investigate  the  duties  of  truant  offtcers, 
and  the  Committee  on  Police  reported  an  order  to 
abolish  thein,  buttlie  School  Committee  went  up  to 
the  Legislature  and  gotan  act  taking  the  power  out 
of  our  hands,  when  it  was  proved  that  one-half  of 
tho^e  officers  could  do  the  work,  and  they  do  not 
work  mo;e  than  half  the  time.  It  is  just  that  way; 
when  t're  school  board  cannot  get  the  City  (iov- 
ernment  to  indor;:e  their  action  they  go  to  the 
Legislature.  If  it  only  costs  the  city  !if6500  to  run 
this  school  1  think  the  State  could  run  it  for  less, 
and  we  would  only  have  to  pay  forty  per  cent,  of 
it.  I  am  not  opposed  to  a  normal  school  in  this 
city,  but  I  am  opposed  to  the  city  of  Boston  run- 
ning this  particular  school,  and  it  is  the  same 
chaiiman  of  the  Committee  on  Education  who 
gave  the  city  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  to 
establish  a  normal  school,  who  voted  for  the  school 
in  the  School  Committee  and  now  wishes  to  legal- 
ize its  establishment. 

Alderman  Brooks— Are  these  scholars  who  are 
educated  there  from  families  out  of  town  or  in 
the  city  ? 

AJderman  Power — They  come  from  everywhere. 

Alderman  Prescott — In  answer  to  that  question 

will  state  that  a  very  large  majority  of  them  are 
Boston  pupils,  graduates  of  the  Boston  schools. 
Some  few  of  them  are  from  out  of  town  and  they 
are  obliged  to  pay  a  proportionate  assessment  of 
the  cost  of  the  school.  This  school  is  maintained 
by  gentlemen  having  the  best  interest  of  the  com- 
munity at  heart.  I  hoped  that  no  other 
matter  would  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
discussing  this  matter,  but  the  gentleman 
seems  to  imply  that  the  Boston  .School  board 
went  to  the  Legislature  and  had  the  whole  author- 
ity in  regard  to  truant  officers  vested  in  them.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  wishes  a  discussion 
on  that  question,  I  am  willing  to  say  that  the 
schools  in  his  section  of  the  city  are  not  as  well 
attended  today  as  they  should  be,  and  there  is 
work  enough  there  for  two  truant  officers 
to  do.  The  truant  force  is  less  than  is  re- 
quired to  look  after  that  department  properly. 
The  Committee  on  Education  is  not  composed  en- 
tirely of  the  chairman.  To  establish  such  a  school 
here  by  the  State  would  certainly  not  cost  less 
than  $lOO,OyO,  the  interest  on  which  would  be  5p7O0O 
at  seven  iier  cent.,  and  the  city  of  Boston  would 
have  to  pay  forty  per  cent,  of  it, — to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  expense  of  salaries.  We  ore  getting  off 
cheap  with  a  normal  school  run  in  this  city  for 
$6500.  Other  cities  have  normal  schools  of  their 
own,  and  they  are  unanimously  indor.-ed  by  men 
having  a  knowledge  of  educational  matters.  I  do 
not  think  gentlemen  have  sufficient  light  to  vote 
on  this  sujjject  tonight.  This  school  received  the 
almost  unanimous  support  of  the  Council  in 
past  years;  during  the  past  two  years 
it  has  graduated  sixty  or  seventy  pupils,  and  some 
years  as  many  as  eignty,  who  can  go  into  our  pub- 
lic schools  and  be  of  vastly  more  benefit  than  they 
would  be  if  they  did  not  have  the  training  they 
get  there.  I  know  of  cases  myself  where  persons 
who  have  been  elected  teachers  and  have  had  this 
experience,  have  been  of  immense  benefit  to  the 
city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Peters— If  this  school  is  illegal,  it 
seems  to  me  the  members  of  the  school  board 
have  assumed  a  personal  liability,  and  have  asked 
the  Legislature  to  pass  a  post  facto  law  for  their 
benefit. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
what  other  cities  have  normal  schools. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  not  exactly  prepared 
to  answer  the  question  at  this  time,  but  I  think 
that  Worcester,  Springfield  and  Philadelphia 
have.  A  few  weeks  since  a  delegation  were  on 
here  to  visit  our  Normal  School  and  I  have  un- 
derstood that  since  they  returned  they  have  re- 
ported in  favor  of  establishing  one  upon  the  pat- 
tern of  ours.  In  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the 
school  against  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
the  facts  are  that  the  City  Council  refused 
to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  after  the 
1st  of  June.  There  was  only  a  month  more 
to  complete  the  year's  course  of  study  and 
private  parties  agreed  to  aid  in  carrying  on  the 
school  the  remainder  of  the  term.  It  was  expect- 
ed that  this  matter  would  be  brought  before  the 
courts  in  order  to  have  a  decision.  Although  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  does  not  doubt  that  it  is 
illegal,  gentlemen  high  in  the  legal  profession  will 
argue  that  the  school  was  legally  established 


MARCH      30,      1874.. 


173 


Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  Peters  raised  the  point  that  the  pre- 
vious question  could  not  be  called  for  in  this 
Board. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  previous  question 
was  not  among  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  but  it  is  within  the  province  of  the 
Board  to  say  whether  the  question  shall  be  called 
or  not. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  the  subject  of  the 
previovis  question  ought  to  be  settled  at  once. 
He  had  been  there  several  years,  and  had  never 
been  choked  ott.  by  the  previous  question  before 
this  year.  It  is  never  practised  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States. 

Alderman  Power  had  never  known  of  the  pre- 
vious question  in  this  Board  until  this  year.  The 
subject  demands  a  fair  discussion. 

The  Chairman  repeated  his  previous  ruling  on 
the  subject 

Alderman  Prescott  said  that  he  was  the  first  to 
call  for  the  previous  question,  this  year,  but  since 
then  he  had  looked  into  the  matter,  and  bolieved 
that  in  the  absence  of  any  rule  there  could  be  no 
previous  question.  In  order  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Board  on  the  subject,  he  would  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Cliair. 

The  Chairman  said  the  previous  question  was 
purely  a  matter  of  taste  v^fith  the  Board. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  there  would  be  a  full 
discussion  of  the  sulijecl,  but  with  all  due  regard 
for  the  Chairman  he  felt  that  there  could  be  no 
previous  question  where  there  was  no  mention  of 
it  in  the  rules. 

The  decii^ion  of  the  chair  was  sustained— yeas  9, 
nays  2,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Hnrris,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbin?,  Worthington— 9! 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Prescott— 2. 

'i  he  call  for  the  main  question  ,was  then  re- 
jected. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  how  assessments  for 
out-of-town  scholars  could  be  collected.  Even 
if  the  Legr-lature  legalized  the  school,  the  assess- 
ments for  last  year  would  be  lost. 

Al  lei  man  Prescott  said  tlie  number  of  out-of- 
town  stholws  is  very  small,  but  he  had  no  doubt 
they  are  wLHing  to  pay  double  the  amount  of  their 
assessment  if  it  is  necessary. 


Alderman  Power  thought  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  wanted  to  put  the  Board  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. The  question  is  whether  they  voluntarily 
want  to  put  upon  the  city  an  expense 
that  the  State  will  take  if  they  can  be 
shown  that  a  normal  school  "is  needed. 
He  did  not  wish  to  throw  anything  in 
the  way  of  the  normal  school,  but  he  was  opposed 
to  legalizing  the  acts  of  the  School  Board.  The 
School  Board  should  get  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table,  as  he  felt  they  were  not  prepared  to 
vote  upon  it,  but  withdrew  the  motion  to  allow 
further  di'^cussion. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  there  are  normal 
schools  in  Worcester  and  Salem  they  are  run  by 
the  State,  and  not  by  those  cities. 

Alderman  Prescott  reiterated  his  previous  state- 
ments. 

Alderman  Worthington  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  motion  was  carried— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Peters,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

aiETROPOLITAN    STABLES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
to  allow  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
maintain  their  stable  on  Marlborough  and  Parker 
streets  until  June  1, 1874  (amendments  on  which 
were  pending  to  limit  the  time  to  May  1  and  to 
April  1) ;  and  the  remonstrance  of  Charles  W 
Seabuty  and  others  against  the  same  were  taken 
from  the  table. 

Aldeiman  Worthington  again  explained  the 
order,  and  Alderman  t  lark  (Alderman  Cutter  in 
the  chair)  said  that  his  remarks  when  the  order 
was  fiistoffered  arose  f  lom  a  misconception  of  the 
facts,  and  tlie  order  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
company  and  the  community. 

Tlie  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters,  to  limit 
the  time  to  Mayl,  -vas  accepted  by  Alderman 
Worthington,  and  adopted  by  the  Board,  and  the 
order  as  amended  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    31,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  1'.  i\l., 
E.  O.  Sheparcl,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OK  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Res-olves  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Brooklyn  on  the  death  of  Charles  Sumner.  Placed 
on  file. 

Message  from  the  Mayor  relating  to  a  gift  to  the 
city  of  a  portrait  of  Charles  Sumner.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Sumner  Ceremonies. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  City  Council  to  delegate  the 
powers  given  by  statute  to  rejiulate  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings.    Accepted. 

Onler  authorizing  a  reward  of  $500  for  informa- 
tion which  shall  lead  to  the  detection  and  convic- 
tion of  the  person  or  persons  who  abducted  Katie 
Mary  Curran  from  South  Boston  on  the  18th  inst. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  to  April 
1, 1875,  for  Stephen  H.  Tarbell  to  build  on  certain 
land  on  East  h  ourth  street,  on  terms  set  forth  in 
said  order.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  to  May 
1,  1875,  for  Martin  Hayes  to  build  on  certain  land 
on  East  Fourth  street,  on  terms  set  forth  in  sa^l 
order.    Order  pas>ed. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of 
buildings.    Ordinance  passed. 

Report  nominating  Inspector  of  Lime,  Culler  of 
Hoops,  etc..  Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers,  and 
Fence  Viewers.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15,  the  nominations  for  Field  Drivers  wee 
amended  by  adding  the  name  of  Bernard  Cro  by, 
and  the  nominations  were  confirmed. 

Report  in  favor  of  passage  of  order  for  a  loan  of 
$200,000  to  be  applied  to  raising  territory,  etc.,  in 
Northampton-street  District,  etc.  Accepted,  and 
the  order  was  passed — yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Orders  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
make  such  repairs  on  the  city  buildings,  as  may 
be  designated  by  Committee  on  Annories,  ou 
Winthrop  street,  Charlestown,  occupied  as  an 
'•rmory  by  Comjjany  H,  Fifth  Regiment.  Passed 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Kent  of  Ward  21— yeas  L2,  nays  0. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Armories  to  make  such 
repairs  as  may  be  necessary  on  building  on  Mav- 
erick s-trtet,  East  Boston,  occui-ied  as  an  armory. 
I'asf-ed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— yeas  62,  nays  0. 

Order  to  allow  .*i450  per  annum  for  rent  of  head- 
(juarters  of  First  Battalion  of  Light  Artillery,  37 
Tremont  street,  beginning  January  1, 1874.  Passed, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  ou  motion  of  Mr. 
Hynn  of  Ward  7 — yeas  G2,  nays  0. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  KILL. 

The  order  relaiing  to  the  specific  appropria- 
tions for  the  financial  year  1874-75,  came  down  con- 
curred,with  the>  e  amendments :  Strilic  out  "Gram- 
mar Schoolhouse  site,  Everett  District,  Ward  l(i, 
130,000,"  and  an  amentlment  to  order  laying  a 
specific  tax  to  correspond.  The  question  was  on 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14 — If  no  material  ob- 
jection is  offered  I  should  like  to  have  this  order 
lie  upon  the  table.  I  understand  from  prominent 
citizens  in  the  section  of  the  city  where  it  is  jiro- 
posed  to  locate  the  grammar  schoolliouse  alluded 
to  in  the  amendment,  that  there  is  urgent  need  of 
one  there.  They  think  their  claims  have  not  been 
fully  presented," and  my  purpose  is  to  enable  them 
to  appear  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  if,  after 
they  have  had  an  opportunity  to  present  their 
claims,  the  Bo:ird  of  Aldermen  should  see  fit  not 
to  recede  from  the  vote  striking  out  this  amend- 
ment, then  the  Council  can  concur.  I  move  that 
the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG — The  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  after  an  examination  of  the  subject, 
are  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  purcha'^ing  a  lot 
of  land;  but  they  are  willing  to  hear  any  parties 
on  the  subject,  and  of  cour.-e  jiropose  to  do  so.    I 


should  prefer  that  the  Council  should  adhere  to 
their  former  action  and  let  the  bill  go  back.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  concur 
in  the  amendment  at  their  next  meeting.  The 
committee  are  not  committed  to  any  location,  and 
will  hear  parties  in  interest.  The  request  of  the 
school  board  came  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  while  the 
committee  would  like  to  have  the  appropriation, 
they  would  like  to  look  a'  out  for  the  most  advan- 
tageous site. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14 — In  that  view  of  the 
matter,  as  explained  by  the  gentleman  from  AVard 
16,  I  withdraw  my  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  West  (f  Ward  16  moved  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  vote  adopting  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  the  motion  to  ad- 
here will  prevail.  From  what  I  have  learned  to- 
day I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  action  in  the 
other  branch  was  on  account  of  a  lack  of  informa- 
tion on  the  subject;  and  if  it  goes  back  I  have 
reason  to  think  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

The  Council  voted  to  adhere. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  §500 
in  repairing  and  furnishing  armory  of  First  Com- 
pany of  Cadets,  94  Tremont  street.  Passed — yeas 
57,  nays  0. 

Order  authorizing  a  portion  of  the  Town  Hall  of 
Brighton  1o  be  fitted  up  for  a  police  station  for 
Fourteenth  Division.    Passed. 

ELECTIONS  OF  CITV  OFFICERS. 

The  elections  of  various  city  officers  came  up  in 
the  regular  order  of  unfinished  business,  and 
were  proceeded  with  ar.  follows- 

Commissioner  of  Sinkiii;/  Fund.  Report  nomi- 
nating John  O.  Poor  as  Commissioner  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  at  large  for  two  years.  Messrs.  Long  of 
Ward  22,  Morse  of  Ward  13,  and  Jennings  of  Ward 
5  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  to  choice 31 

.John  O.  Poor  had .57 

Scattering 3 

And  Mr.  Poor  was  declared  elected  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Report  romi- 
nating  Nehemiah  Gibson  and  Samuel  B.  Hopkins 
as  Directors  at  large  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries 
for  two  years,  from  first  Monday  of  May  next. 
Messrs.  Ciocker  of  Ward  6,  (Jordon  of  Ward  3. 
and  Perkins  of  Ward  16  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 6(i 

NeeesFary  to  a  choice 34 

Nehemiah  Gibson 43 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 48 

William  Wooley 37 

S.  S.  Woolley 1 

und  one  ballot  for  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions, not  counted. 

Messrs.  (iibson  and  Hopkins  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Uii-ectors  of  Public  Institutions.  Report  nom- 
inating George  P.  Baldwin,  Washington  L.  Pres- 
cott  aiul  Lyman  A.  Belknap  as  Directors  at  large 
for  PTiblic  Institutions  for  three  years,  from  first 
Monday  of  May.  Mcssis.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Pea- 
body  of  Ward  i)  .and  Dacey  of  Ward  20  were  ap- 
pointed 1  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count 
votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice , 34 

Lyman  A.  Belkuap 46 

Patrick  Donahoe 36 

Washington  L.  Prescott 31 

George  P.  Baldwin 3(1 

W.E.  r.icknell 2h 

George  W.  Parmentcr 13 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr 11 

and  one  ballot  for  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery not  counted. 

Messrs.  Btlknaii  and  Donahoe  were  declared 
elected  on  the  jiait  of  the  Common  Council.  A 
second  ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy,  with 
the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Neoessarv  to  a  choice 35 

W.  L.  r'rescott 24 

George  P.  Baldwin 17 

W.  E.  Bicknell 27 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr 1 

There  being  no  choice,  a  third  ballot  was 
ordered,  with  the  following  result: 
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Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Nene?sarv  to  a  choice 35 

W.  E.  Bicknell 30 

W.  L.  Prescott 22 

George  P.  Baldwin 15 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr 1 

There  beiiiK  no  choice  a  fourth  ballot  was  order- 
ed, with  the  following  result: 

Whole  mimber  of  votes 68 

Nacessarv  to  a  choice 35 

W.  E.  riiiknell 28 

W.  L.  Pn^scott 23 

George  P.  r.aldwin 15 

(x«orge  W.  Parmenter 2 

And  there  wat<  no  choice. 

THE  SALAEY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  asignment  for  half -past  eight, 
being  the  second  rei)oit  and  orders  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  an 
ajnendment  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  .f  3300,  and  also  "inserting  "one  horse  and 
vehiile,  or  more,"  instead  of  "a  horse  and  vehi- 
cle" in  sections  two  and  four  on  page  seven  of  said 
document. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  giving  the 
second  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8—1  move  to  reconside 
the  vote  of  the  last  meetini',  whereby  the  Council 
refused  to  make  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners §3500. 

The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order  at 
this  stage  ■)f  the  proceedings,  the  question  being 
upon  giving  the  second  ()r<ler  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— inasmuch  as  the  order 
h.is  not  been  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  would 
inquire  whetlier  it  is  not  proper  to  make  an  amend- 
ment to  any  sei  tion  of  Ihe  order. 

The  President— The  (-(uestion  is,  Shall  the  second 
order  have  a  second  reading?  There  can  be  but 
one  motion  before  the  hou-e  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  inquire  whether 
any  amendment  is  in  order. 

'I  he  President— It  would  be  if  it  is  to  the  second 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then  if  the  Chair  will 
not  entertain  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8, 1  will  nrove  to  make  the  salaries  of  the 
Fire  (ommissioners  ii?o400. 

The  President— The  first  order  is  not  before  the 
Council.  The  question  is  on  giving  the  second 
order  a  second  ie;uling. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  the  first  order  has  been  passed  to  a 
second  reading?! 

The  President- The  Council  has  been  through 
all  the  orders  once.  The  first  order  was  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  and  the  question  now  is, 
Shall  the  second  ortler  have  a  second  reading? 
The  (piestion  has  not  been  put  upon  the  passage 
of  the  first  order. 

Mr.  flynn  of  Ward  7 — If  the  Cliair  will  refer  to 
the  record  of  the  Council  he  will  find  that  the 
first  order  was  not  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
made  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  assignment  while  the  question  of  giv- 
ing the  first  order  a  second  reading  was  pending. 
The  President — 'Ihe  Chair  will  look  over  the  pa- 
pers again,  and  if  in  error  he  will  be  happy  to  cor- 
rect it.  It  appears  by  the  journal  of  the  Council, 
on  page  14G,  that  the  first  order  was  passed  to  a 
second  reading.  That  is  the  record  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  question  now  is  upon  giving  the  second; 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  cannot  help  what  mis- 
takes the  Clerk  or  any  one  else  may  makj,  but  it 
is  rot  a  fact  that  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  if  I  had  heard  the  records  read  this 
evening  I  should  have  objected  to  them.  While 
that  matter  was  under  consideration  I  made  the 
motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Special  assignment.  Every  gentleman  here  under-, 
stands  that  as  well  as  I  do,  and  if  it  is  not  true, 
they  can  correct  my  statement. 

The  Presitlent — In  order  that  the  gentleman  may 
have  the  opportunity  which  he  desires,  the  Chair 
will  proceed  diflierently  from  the  regular  order,  if 
there  is  no  objection.  "Therefore,  instead  of  going 
through  the  "orders  separately,  as  the  Chair  in- 
tended, and  giving  each  a  second  reading,  the> 
question  will  be  upon  the  passage  of  the  first- 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn — Then,  sir,  I  move  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  first  order  by  making  the  salaries  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Comniissioners  $3400  instead  of 
$4000.  I  make  that  amendment  at  this  time  in 
order  that  the  gentleman  who  was  prevented  from 
liioving  a  recoiiSideration  may  do  so  now. 


,  The  President— Now,  upon  the  question  of  the 
passage  of  this  order,  the  gentleman's  motion  to 
reconsider  would  be  in  oruer.  The  objection  be- 
fore was  that  this  order  was  not  before  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  renewed  the  motion  tc) 
reconsider,  previously  made,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
The  motion  was  lost — yeas  31,  nays  36.  ; 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bent,  Bleiler,  Brown, 
Burgess,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Cudworth, 
Cushman,  Dean,  wiatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Jennings 
Kent,  Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Mooney,, 
Mors^,Pei-kins,  Shaw,  Sibley.  Sweat,  Thacher,! 
Walbridge,  Warren,  Weston,  N.  S.  AVilbur— 3i . 

Nays — Alessrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Boardman,  Brack- 
ett,  burditt,  Buller,  Crocker,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day, 
Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewefl, 
Kimball,  Leaah,  Loring,  Minot,  Noyes,  Page, 
Peabodv,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Smith,  S.irague,  Sweetser,  Train,  West,  Whiston, 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  WiUeutt, Woods— 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bearce,  Denny,  Hicks,  Woodward — 6. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  no-vv  move  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  upon  the  table,  and  I  will  give  no- 
tice that  if  that  motion  prevails  I  shall  move  to 
take  from  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  was  passed  in  concurrence  the  or- 
der to  rescind  all  the  orders  in  Salary  bill  (City 
Doc.  No.  26),  and  recommit  them  to  the  Committee; 
on  Salaries.  On  the  motion  to  lay  this  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — If  the  gentleman  will 
give  a  good  reason  for  the  motion  i  shouUl  like  to 
hear  it.  If  the  gentleman's  motive  is  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Comniissioners  I  do  not 
think  lie  will  accomplish  it.  Some  gentlemen 
here  feem  to  wish  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  but  I  think  the  good  sense  of 
the  Council  will  refuse  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  reason  I  make  this 
motion  is  that  the  gentleman  may  be  more  enlight- 
ened as  to  the  duties  of  these  oflicers.  He  has  not 
been  in  this  City  Government  as  long  as  I  have, 
and  if  he  had  it  apjjears  to  me  he  would  be  will- 
ing eitheV  to  advance  other  salaries  or  cut  these 
down.    I  only  want  to  enlighten  him  a  little. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If  I  have  erred  or  not  at-' 
tended  to  my  duties  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  AVard  7,  i  trust  my  greenness  will  be  iny  ex- 
cuse. But  1  have  lived  in  this  world  as  long  as  he 
has,  and  iierhaps  my  judgment  is  as  acute.  If 
what  I  have  learned  from  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries — gentlemen  who  have  been 
long  in  the  City  (ioveir.ment — is  not  sufficient  to 
give  ine  an  idea  oi'  the  duties  of  city  officers,  I  will 
call  upon  the  geii'.lemanfor  inforination,  and  if  he 
gives  me  any  inore  I  will  be  glad  of  It.  With  the 
knowledge  1  possess  1  consider  myself  competent 
to  decide  who  i.--  entitled  to  tlie  highest  salarv. 
'  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  hope  tliis  motion  to  lay 
on  the  tai)le  will  not  prevail.  The  subject  has 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Salaries  twice,  and 
they  have  reported  the  same  sum  both  times. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  do  not  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  was  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Conunittee  on  Salaries,  but  I  do  know  that 
after  the  recommittal  of  the  report  a  meeting  of 
tbat  committee  was  called,  and  these  orders  were 
passed  upon  before  a  single  member  of  this 
Council  could  be  consulted.  If  the  gentleman  was  , 
at  the  committee  meeting  he  knows  whether  or 
not  that  is  a  fact.  Members  of  this  Council  were 
not  even  given  an  opportunity  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration. If  I  am  not  right  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  correct  me. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  AVard  20— When  the  question  was 
up  for  discussion,  the  gentleman  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  move  a  reconsideration.  The  fault  was 
his  own  and  not  the  committee's. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7— The  rule  compels  the 
clerk  to  hold  the  papers  twenty-four  hours  after  a 
meeting,  and  that  rule  was  not  complied  with. 
The  meeting  of  the  committee  was  called  before 
the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  .V 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
the  discussion,  but  if  the  gentleman  did  not  take 
advantage  of  the  rule  it  is  his  own  fault.  He 
ought  to  get  up  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  lost — yeas  21,  nays  46,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbott, "Bent,  Burgess,  Collins, 
Crowley,  Cushman,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Jen- 
nings,  Long,   Martin,    McCarty,    Moley,    Morse,  , 
Perkins,  Shaw,  Sweat,  Thacher,  Walbridge,  War-    ' 
ren — 21. 
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Nays— Messrs.  Aflams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bleiler, 
EoarJmaii,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Butler, 
Cavvlcy,  (  looker,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Hairington,  Hine,  Hun- 
newcll,  Krut,  Kimball,  Leach,  Loriiip;,  Minot, 
Mooney,  Noyes,  Page,  1  eabody.  Pease,  Powers, 
Piav,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sweet?er.  Train,  Wesi,  Whiston,  N.S.Wilbur, 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 46. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Hicks,  Weston,  Woodward— 6. 

Mr.  1'  lynn  of  Ward  7 — I  move  to  amend  section 
Fcven,  by  making  ^^he  salaries  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  $4109. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  hope  that  this  amend- 
ment will  not  previiil,  and  that  the  yaas  and  nays 
will  not  be  called  for.  It  is  certainly  evident  that 
some  shiirp  practice  is  intended  to  prevent  this 
matter  from  going  through  tonight.  I  hope  the 
real  bus-iness  of  the  Council  will  be  attended  to 
without  the  disgraceful  filibustering  which  has 
betn  commenced  and  which  I  think  is  disgraceful. 
I  hope  the  gentleman  v.ill  withdraw  his  motion 
and  that  we  shall  proceed  to  the  consideratioi  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  l<lynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  state  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  gentleman,  that  I  propose  to  filibuster 
againi- 1  the'passage  of  this  bill  from  one  section 
to  the  other.  My  motion  is  a  proper  one,  and  it 
may  as  wdl  be  understood  that  I  propose  to  fight 
the  bill  through,  if  jjos.'^ible,  section  by  section  and 
order  by  order.  You  can  vote  it  down  if  you  see 
fit. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— That  is  just  the  position 
J  expected  to  find  the  gentleman  take.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  show  good  sense  by  voting 
against  his  motion. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1 — I  move  to  make  the 
sum  S^OOO. 

The  Pi  esident — That  is  not  in  order,  that  sum 
having  been  once  rejected. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  make  the  sum  $4100  was  lost— yeas  12,  nays 
66— as  follows : 

Yea-— Messrs  Jennings,  Long,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Moley,  Mooney,  Noyes,  Perkms,  Shaw,  Sibley, 
Sweat,  Thacher— 12. 

Na3's— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt, 
Burgpss,  Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker,  Crow- 
ley, Cudworth,  Cu-hman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Gordon, 
Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Kimball, 
Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Morse,  Page,  PeaDody, 
Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
West,  Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  WU- 
bur,  WiPcutt,  Woods— 56. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Hicks,  Woodward— 5. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  the  previous 
.question. 

The  President — Shall  the  main  question  now  be 
put? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  hope  the  main  question 
will  not  be  put,  as  some  gentlemen  here  on  my 
left  are  desirous  of  making  the  salary  $4000,  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  Fire 
Commission.  It  is  no  more  than  right  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  should  be  put  on  a  par  with 
the  other  commissioners.  I  think  that  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  refusing  to 
make  their  salaries  $4000  would  be  carried.  On 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sustain- 
ed— 3  for,  42  against. 

Mr  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  that  the  rule  be 
enforced  requiring  all  the  members  present  to 
vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  must  rely  in  this  mat- 
ter upon  the  members  themselves  to  obey  the 
rule.  In  the  absence  of  a  call  of  the  roll,  the  Chair 
cannot  tell  whether  all  the  members  have  voted 
or  not.  It  is  supposed  that  all  members  will  obey 
the  rule.       ^>  - 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Council 
now  adjourn,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion. 

The  call  was  not  sustained,  and  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  lost— 2  for,  58  against— by  a  rising 
vote. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  lay  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  upon  the  table. 
The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  Shiw  of  Ward  5 — To  what  does  the  previous 
•Question  refer? 


The  President — It  refers  to  the  passage  of  an 
order.  The  question  is.  Shall  the  main  question 
now  be  put?  and  upon  tlie  ordering  of  the  main 
question,  the  question  will  be  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Is  not  the  main  question 
the  pasf^age  of  the  order  to  a  second  readiijg? 

The  President — It  has  been  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  the  question  is  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  thought  the  Chair 
waived  that  ruling,  when  he  allowed  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8  to  make  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  President — The  first  order  was  passed  to  a 
second  reading  at  the  last  meeting,  and  the  Chair 
was  about  to  proceed,  and  leave  it  at  that  stage, 
and,  for  more  orderly  proceedings,  to  put  the 
same  question  in  regard  to  the  second  order,  and 
then,  having  passed  through  it,  to  go  back  to  the 
first  order.  But  to  accommodate  tlie  gentleman 
the  Chair  changed  the  order  of  proceedings,  and 
took  up  the  first  order  by  itself.  Then  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order.  The 
question  is,  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  call  for  the  reading  of 
the  action  of  the  Council  upon  this  order,  sei'ia- 
tim,  by  sections.  I  call  for  the  records  which  the 
Clerk  has  upon  this  order,  section  by  section. 

The  President — If  there  is  no  objection  the  paper 
will  be  read.  It  is  on  page  146  of  the  journal  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  object  to  that  record 
being  read.  I  want  the  record  from  the  minutes 
on  the  Clerk's  book,  and  not  from  the  printed  doc- 
ument. 

The  Clerk  read  from  the  minutes,  which  were  in 
accordance  with  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  object  to  the  record 
kept  by  the  Clerk  from  the  very  fact  that  every 
member  here  at  the  time  knows  that  this  matter 
was  under  consideration  at  the  time  I  called  for 
the  special  assignment,  which  was  the  Appropria- 
tion bill,  and  as  I  said,  if  I  had  known  that  that 
was  the  record,  I  should  have  objected  to  it. 
Every  member  knows  that  it  was  unaer  discussion 
at  the  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  is  the  view  I  take  of 
the  case,  and  I  think  there  is  a  misapprehension 
on  the  part  of  the  Clerk.  That  was  why  I  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  says  that  every  member  here  at  the  time 
knows  that  it  was  as  he  states.  As  one  of  the 
members  who  were  here,  I  will  state  that  my  recol- 
lection is  different  and  accords  with  the  record. 

The  President  —  The  recollection  of  the  Chair 
accords  with  the  Clerk's  minutes.  The  or- 
ders took  their  first  reading  by  their  title, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9.  The 
question  was  then  put  upon  giving  the  first 
order  a  second  reading,  and  on  that  question 
the  amfndments  were  made.  After  the  amend- 
ments were  acted  upon,  the  question  was  upon 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading,  and  that  ques- 
tion was  put  under  the  previous  question,  first  up- 
on the  amendment  and  then  upon  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading.  Then  the  Chair, 
without  going  back  to  put  the  question  upon 
the  passage  of  the  first  order,  was  about  to  put 
the  question  upon  giving  the  second  order  a 
second  reading,  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  moved  to  take  up  the  special  assignment,  and 
subsequently  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  rule  that  this  question  is  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order  ? 

The  President — The  main  question  is  upon  the 
passage  of  the  order,  and  the  question  now  is. 
Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ? 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  Mr.  Flynn 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

The  call  was  not  sustained — 10  for,  50  against — 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
censider  will  prevail,  and  that  members  of  this 
Council  will  have  an  opportunity,  between  now 
and  the  next  meeting,  to  consider  this  matter  of 
salaries.  I  am  very  thankful  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  for  making  the  motion,  and  on  it  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—',  he  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  announced  his  determination  to  fili- 
buster as  long  as  he  could,  but  he  now  seems  to 
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hope  that  the  Coui  cil  will  help  him  fiUibuster.  I 
hope  the  motion  will  rot  i)ievail. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7-  1  can  only  say  that  it  is 
part  of  the  gentleman's  own  strategy.  I  will  do 
all  I  can. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  action  of  members  of 
the  Council  in  moving  a  reconsideration  almost  in 
the  sa  me  breath  >  hat  matters  are  passed  here  is 
one  of  the  moit  objectionable  things  known  in 
pailiamentary  riiles  anywhere.  It  is  never  prac- 
tised  in  any  pailiamentary  assembly  of  Masfa- 
chupettr.  except  in  the  Comuion  Council  of  the 
Ciiy  of  Boston.  I  never  knew  or  heard  of  it  any- 
where cl!e,  and,  to  use  plain  language,  it  is  the 
meanest  motion  that  a  mnn  can  make  on  this  floor. 
I  afk,  fir,  lor  what  do  we  have  rules?  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  Cotincil  for  several  yearf  and  I 
never  consideied  myself  capable  of  making  a  mo- 
tion of  this  kind.  1  never  aid  and  I  never  will  do 
it.  AVhat  do  we  have  rules  for,  if  it  is  not  to  give 
members  a  chance  to  breathe  and  examine,  to 
consider  and  conclude  v/hethi'r  or  not  th', y  have 
voted  right?  Under  the  rules  of  the  Common 
Council  ai.y  member  who  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
or  in  the  majority,  has  the  right  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration wuhin  twenty- four  houis,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  is  one  of  the  best  rules  that  coubl  be 
adopted,  and  the  idea  of  suspending  a  rule  of  that 
kind  is  against  common  sense  and  decency.  I  want 
the  right  to  look  over  matters — as  I  do  carefully  ev- 
eiy  day  afier  the  session — A\hich  have  been  passed 
upon  in  the  Common  Council,  that  I  may  conclude 
whether  or  rot  1  may  be  right.  I  have  had  the 
horor  two  or  thiee  times  of  tioiiig  so;  I  did  it  the 
other  day  in  regard  to  the  order  authorizing  the 
lease  of  a  building  in  Pembertou  square.  And  be- 
cause why?  I  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine the  building  myself  and  see  whether  I 
thought  it  was  a  proper  one  to  be  leas:ed  for  city 
purposes.  I  was  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the 
order,  and  did  vote  in  favor  of  it,  but  with  a  res- 
ervation that  I  could  move  a  reconsideration,  and 
I  gave  KOlice  of  my  intention  to  do  so.  That 
gave  me  time  to  examine  the  building.  An 
examination  showed  me  that  it  was  a  proper 
building,  and  I  immediately  withdrew  the  motion. 
That  I  consider  honorable  and  above  board,  and 
fair  and  decent.  We  do  not  come  here  to  take 
snap  judgments  upon  each  ether  in  matters  that 
we  pass  upon  ;  they  are  too  important  to  be  acted 
upon  in  this  boyish  way,  by  hi.vlng  such  mo- 
tions entertained.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right, 
and  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail,  and  that 
no  such  motion  will  prevail  at  any  time. 
No  gentleman  can  charge  me  with  having 
taken  such  action  under  any  circumstances,  either 
in 'his  or  past  years  while  I  have  been  a  member 
«f  this  Council.  I  think  the  rules  we  adopt  here 
>ught  to  be  respected.  They  are  made  for  the  con- 
trol cf  our  business  and  for  our  control  as  busi- 
ness men.  It  is  simply  boys'  play  to  sit  here  and 
quibble  and  not  give  members  of  the  Council 
time  lO  consider  this  thing.  1  hope  no  such  mo- 
tion as  that  will  prevail  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — My  reason  for  making 
the  motion  is  this.  The  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  order  say  they  propose  to  take  up 
all  the  time  and  filibuster  as  much  as  they  can. 
If  this  matter  is  not  finally  disposed  of  tonight  a 
motion  to  reconsider  will  be  made  and  the  whole 
matter  delayed  and  go  over  to  the  next  meeting, 
and  then  we  shall  have  to  fight  it  all  over  again. 
I  think  the  Council  is  in  a  good  humor  to  settle 
this  matter  tonight.  The  gentlemen  from  Wards 
5  and  7  have  fought  this  matter  all  through,  and 
they  are,  I  have  no  doubt,  fully  prepared  to  settle 
it  tonight.  I  think  the  rest  of  us  are,  also.  I  do 
not  desire  to  cut  off  debate  on  general  matters,  but 
when  gentlemen  say  they  propose  to  filibuster,  I 
think  it  is  time  for  the  majority  to  settle  the  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  refers  to  me,  he  is  after  the  wrong  man. 
I  do  not  propose  to  filibuster — that  was  an  unfor- 
tunate word  —  I  have  only  made  one  motion. 
"Whatever  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  does  I  am 
not  responsible  for.  I  do  not  blame  him,  however, 
after  all  he  got  from  my  friend  here.  I  do  not 
■propose  to  have  anything  stuffed  down  my  throat 
iy  the  previous  question.  If  the  minority  are  do- 
ing themselves  credit  or  discredit,  let  the  credit  or 
discredit,  the  responsibility  restupon  their  heads.  I 
am  opposed  to  filibustering,  but  I  am  in  favor  of 
using  all  the  fair  means  which  I  possess  to  bring 
about  a  state  of  things  which  is  proper  and  right. 
I  believe  that  the  .-alaries  about  which  we  are  con- 
tending are  too  high  for  the  labor  and  service 
performed.    Acting  upon  that  judgment,  and  re- 


siponsible  f or  my  own  judgment  and  discretion,  I 
propose  to  vote  accordingly ;  and  when  I  find  the 
majority  on  the  other  side  using  filibustering 
means — and  that  is  not  all,  sir,  I  could  name  other 
means  they  have  used — the  minority  can  only 
protect  itself  in  the  same  way.  Now, 
sir,  they  are  not  willing  to  have  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  every  question,  and  but  uiion 
a  very  few  questions.  They  are  not  willing  at  all 
times  to  show  their  hands;  nor  are  they  willing, 
nor  do  they  give  good  reasons  why  they  are  so  ob- 
stinate. VVe  come  here  in  the  interest  of  the  city, 
as  the  trustees  of  the  city's  property,  and  every 
man  here  has  the  right  to  use  his  discretion  and 
judgment  in  the  vote  he  gives.  I  have  never  been 
ashamed  to  give  a  reason  for  any  vote 
I  have  cast,  and  I  am  always  ready 
to  give  my  reasons.  This  motion  is  not  a  proper 
one  at  this  time,  nor  at  any  other  time,  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  this  Council.  Give 
us  all  the  latitude  and  longitude  to  which  we,  as  a 
deliberative  body,  are  entitled.  We  are  entitled 
to  twenty-four  hours  for  consideration,  and  I  hope 
that  every  gentleman  will  be  allowed  that  privi- 
lege. If  we  wlio  have  voted  in  favor  of  this  de- 
crease of  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commissioners 
are  in  such  a  miserable  minority  as  the  gentleman 
talks  about,  what  harm  is  it  ?  Fray  tell  me  what 
harm  it  is.  Are  the  majority  afraid  that  the  peo- 
ple will  come  up  and  say  to  them,  "Why  do  you 
do  so?"  And  why  are  they  afraid,  if  they 
have  this  unanimous  majority?  I  cannot  un- 
derstand why  it  is;  why  this  nervousness 
to  bring  about  a  snap  judgment  upon  their  as- 
sociates here?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  position 
of  the  minority  is  a  correct  one,  and  I  hope  mem- 
bers will  have  time  to  more  fully  consider  this 
matter. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that  any 
gentleman  who  voted  with  the  majority  may,  un- 
der the  rule,  make  a  motion  to  reconsider  at  the 
same  meeting,  or  may  give  notice  of  intention  to 
make  such  motion  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5 — I  am  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  rule.  I  was  only  stating  what  was  bad 
practice. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
journ, and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered.  The  motion  was  lost— yeas  2%  nays  41 — 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  BleUer,  Brown, 
Burgess,  Collins,  Crowley,  Dean,  Flynn,  Gordon, 
Jennings,  Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Noyes, 
Perkins,  Shaw,  Smith,  Sweat,  Thacher,Walbridge, 
Whiston,  N.  S.  WUbur— 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  Cush- 
man,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Fuller,  Goldthwait, 
Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Kimball, 
Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody, 
Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sibley, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  Warren,  West,  Wes- 
ton, E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 41. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Boardman,  Denny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Morse,  Wood- 
ward— 8. 

Mr.  Flyn  i  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  motion  to  reconsider  by  the 

fentleman  from  Ward  6  be  specially  assigned  to 
alf-past  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Thursday  of  next 
week,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered — 15  for,  44  against. 

The  motion  was  lost— yeas  15,  nays  13— as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas- Messrs.  Abbott,  Brown,  Burgess,  Collins, 
Dean,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Jennings,  Long,  McCarty, 
Moley,  Perkins,  Shaw,  Sweat,  Thacher— 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,  Bleiler, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Cud- 
worth,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait, Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Kim- 
ball, Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Pea- 
body,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sib- 
ley, Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  West,  Weston,  Whis- 
ton, E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 
44. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Boardman,  Crowley,  Denny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Mar- 
tin, Morse,  Noyes,  Smith,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
Woodward — 14. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Flynn  was  called  he 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting.  The  President 
decided  that  the  request  came  too  late,  and  should 
have  been  made  before  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
be  allowed  to  state  his  reasons,  though  he  should 
be  opposed  to  excusing  him. 


17.^ 
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The  President  s;i ill  the  gentleman  should  p;ive 
his  le-.is-oiis  before  the  voting  began. 

Mr.  Krackett  of  Ward  10  moved  the  previous 
quest  1.511. 

Mr.  Flyiin  of  Ward  7  moved  the  Council  adjourn, 
and  ealled  for  the  yeas  and  iiays. 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  wanted  to  say  a  word. 
'Ihe  Chair  ruled  that  debate  was  not  in  order. 
Mr.  'Iraiii  of   Ward   13   moved   the    gentleman 
fioiii  Ward  20  have  unanimous  consent. 
Several  members  objei  ted. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered— 13  for,  56 
against  (one-iif  .h  having  voted  therefor). 

Mr.  liurditt  of  Ward  16  asked  if  there  was  any 
way  for  the  Chair  to  .secure  an  enforcement  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5  called  Mr.  Burdittto  order, 
and  the  Cliair  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Ihe  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost— yeas  22,  nays 
39,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Krown,  Burgess,  Collins, 
Crowlev,  Flyuii,  (iordon,  Jennings,  Long,  Martin, 
McCarty,  Molev,  Jioyes,  t'erkins,  Shaw,  Sweat, 
Thaeher,  M  alb'ridge,  Warren,  Weston.  Whiston, 
N.  S.  Wilbur- 22. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Ber.t,  Boardman,  Brackett, 
Burd'itt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Cud  worth  ,Cush- 
man,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Fuller,  (ioldthwait,  Har- 
rington, Hme,  Hunuewell,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,, 
Loiing,  Minor,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Tease, 
Poweis.  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Siblev,  Spi  ague, 
Sweetser,  Train,  West,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 39. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Adams,  Barnes, 
Barry,  P.earce,  Bleiler,  Dean,  Denny,  Flatley, 
Hicks.  Morse,  Smith,  Woodward— 12. 

Mr.  bean  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  lie  upon  the  table.  I  make  this  motion 
not  l)y  way  of  hlibtisteriiig,  but  because  1  think  it 
woulA  be  well  on  tlie  whole  to  let  the  matter  go  over. 
I  voted  to  adjourn  because  1  have  no  doubt  when 
we  come  together  again  Vi  e  shall  have  no  trouble 
in  the  matter.  So  far  as  1  am  concerned  1  am 
quite  willing  to  yield  to  the  wish  of  the  majority, 
although  my  opinion  lias  been  decidedly  the 
other  way.  1  think  that  almost  always  when 
there  is  a  strong  desire  on  li'c  part  of  a 
minority,  however  small,  we  do  not  gain  anything 
by  lighting  them  ;  but  on  the  whole  tlie  better  way 
is  to  let  the  minority  have  lime,  and  it  turns  out 
that  time  is  saved,  it  is  very  rarely  that  we  have 
a  repetiton  of  filibustering  on  the  same  subject. 
So  far  as  staying  to  fight  this  matter  now,  that  is 
hardly  worth  v.'hile. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail  for  this  reason. 
1£  I  thought  we  could  finish  this  matter  quietly 
at  another  meeting  of  the  Council,  I  would  inter- 
pose no  objec-tiou  to  its  going  over.  But  1  have  no 
idea  that  we  can.  It  has  lieeii  twice  before  this 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  pissed 
upon.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  differ  in  opinion 
f ivm  the  Council.  It  has  been  twice  before  the 
Committee  on  Salaries ;  the  first  time  it  was  re- 
ported upon  unanimously,  and  the  second  time 
with  only  a  majoiity  of  one,  and  each  time  the 
Board  of  Aldermen'^have  decided  upon  the  sums 
fixed  by  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  1  do  not 
think  we  shall  gain  anything  by  postponing  this 
matter  until  the  next  meeting,  but  I  do  believe  we 
shall  gain  something  if  we  stay  here  till  morning 
and  finish  this  question  of  a  reconsiileration. 

Mr.  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
being  ordered  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
lost— yeas  20,  nays  42— as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bleiler,  Brown,  Burgess,  Collins, 
Davis,  Dean,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Long,  Martin,  Mc- 
Carty, Moley,  Noyes,  Perkins,  Shaw, Sweat,  Thach- 
er,  Walbridge,  Warren,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 20 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker, 
Cudworth,  Cushman,  Daiey,  Day,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Kim- 
ball, Leach,  Loring,  Miiiot,  Mooney,  Page, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  West,  Weston, 
Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 42. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  A.bbott,  Barnes, 
Bearce,  Crowley,  Denny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Jennings, 
Morse,  Sibley,  Sweetser,  Woodward— 12. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— As  this  question  has  been 
considerably  agitated,  and  members  seem  to  be 
getting  exciteu,  I  think  we  had  better  adjourn 
and  get  quieted  down,  and  I  move  that  the  Council 
now  adjourn. 

'ihe  liiotion  was  declared  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 
27  for,  37  against.  Mr.  ilynn  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  its  verification  by  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.     The  yeas  and  nays  were 


called  and  the  motion  was  declared  lo:-t  by  27  yeas 

and  37  nays. 

Mr.  Flynn  doubted  the  correctness  of  the  return, 
and  asked  to  have  it  verified  by  a  call  of  Ihcioli. 
He  did  not  think 'o  many  members  were  in  the 
room.  The  roll  was  called,  and  63  members 
answered  to  their  names,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  again  called,  on  the  motion  of  Jlr.  Noyes  to 
adjourn,  'ihe  motion  was  lost — yeas  26,  nays  39, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bleiler,  Brown,  Burgess, 
Collins,  Crowley,  Davi',  Dean,  !•  lynn,  Goi  don,  .Jen- 
nings, Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Noyes, Per- 
kins, Shaw,  Smith,  Sweat,  Thacher,  Walbridge, 
Warren,  Weston,  Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 26. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,"  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Burditt.  Butli  r,  Cawley,  Crocker, 
Cudworth,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Day,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Pray,  Powers,  Putnam,  Russill,  Sibley,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Train,  West,  E.  P.  WUbur,  Wdlcutt, 
Woods— 39. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs,  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Hunnewell,  Morse,  Wood- 
ward— 8. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  the  table. 

The  President  ruled  it  out  of  order,  as  that  mo- 
tion had  once  been  passed  uiion  by  the  Council  and 
rejected. 

Mr.  Flynn  asked  if  a  motion  to  assign  would  be 
in  order. 

The  President  said  that  would  not  be  in  order 
after  a  motion  for  the  previous  question  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  Flynn  a^ked  if  a  motion  to  assign  the  pre- 
vious question  to  a  certain  time  world  be  in  order. 
The  Preident  said  that  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  moved,  no  motion  is  ir  order  except  to 
adjourn  or  Iny  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn — AVould  a  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone be  in  order  ? 

The  President— It  cannot  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  Council.  The  question  is.  Shall  the  main 
question  now  be  put?  And  on  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  are  called  for. 

Ihe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered — yeas  47,  nays  16 — as  follows : 
Yeas — Me.-srs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,Beal,Bent, 
Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  IJurciitt,  But- 
ler, Cawley,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  ( iishman.  Dacey, 
Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Gordon, 
Harrington,  Hicks,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Loring,  McCarty,  Minot,  Mooney,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Powers,  Piay,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sibley',  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  West,  WestonJWhiston, 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 49. 

Nays — Messrs.  Burgess,  C<dlius,  Crowley,  Flynn, 
.Jennings,  Long,  Martin,  Moley,  Morse,  Perkins, 
Shaw,  Svveat,  Ihacher,  Walbridge,  Warren— 15. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Hunnewell,  Noyes,  Page,  N.  S. 
Wilbur,  Woodward — 9. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  Council  adjourn,  and  Mr. 
Crocker  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they' 
were  ordered.  Tlie  motion  was  lost — yeas  27,  nays  36. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Crocker  and  the  motion 
was  lost— yeas  15,  nays  48,  as  follows : 
•  Yeas— Messrs.  Collins,  Crowdey,  Flynn,  Jen- 
nings, Long,  Martin,  VIcCarty,  Moley,  Noyes, 
Perkins,  Shaw,  Sweat,  Thachei",  AValbridge,  War- 
ren—15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Beal, 
Bent,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Bur- 
ditt, Burgess,  Butler,  CaM'ley,  Crocker,  Cudworth, 
Cushman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Fuller,  (ioM- 
thwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Powers,  I'ray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Train,  AVest,  Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P. 
Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 48. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hunnewell,  Morse, 
Sibley,  AVoodward— 10. 

The  President— The  motion  to  reconsider  is  re- 
fused, and  the  first  order  is  disposed  of.  The 
question  now  is  upon  giving  tue  second  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — It  must  be  patent  to 
every  member  of  this  Council  that  further  labor 
this  evening  will  be  fruitless.  I  feel  that  at  our 
next  meeting  we  could  give  this  measure  more 
deliberate  consideration  and  do  justice  to  our-, 
selves  and  to  the  Government,  and  I  move  that 
the  Council  now  adjourn. 

.♦The  motion  was  carried,   and   the  Council  ad-- 
Journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    a,    1874. 

A.  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  the  call  of  the 
Mayor,  Alderman  Clark,  Chaiiman,  presiding. 

THE    BOUNDARY   BETWEEN    BOSTON    AND    BBOOK- 
LINE. 

The  following  communication  was  received  and 
read:  Executive  Department,       ) 

City  Hall,  Boston,  April  3, 1874.  i 
To  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen— The  Legisla- 
tive Committee  on  Towns  having  reported  leave 
to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of, 
Brookline  for  the  annexation  of  that  town  to  this 
city,  I  have  summoned  a  special  meeting  of  the 
City  Council  to  consider,  with  other  business  that 
may  come  up  in  regular  order,  the  expediency  of 
petitioning  the  Legislature  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  such  a  portion  of  Brookline  to  this 
city  as  will  enable  the  citizens  of  Ward  19  to  have 
a  free  and  unquestionable  means  of  access  and 
communication  with  the  central  portion  of  the 
city  and  the  different  wards;  and  will  also  enable 
the  city  of  Boston  to  lay  water  pipes  and  t  ewers, 
and  to  construct  such  fire  and  police  telegraphs  as 
may  be  necessaiy  to  provide  for  Ward  19,  without 
trespassing  upon  the  territory  of  a  neighboring 
municipality. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  memorialize  the  Legislature  now  in  session 
upon  the  necessity  of  annexing  to  the  city  of 
Boston  so  much  of  the  town  of  Brookline  as  may 
be  desirable  to  form  a  suitable  and  convenient 
connection  between  the  Brighton  District  and  the 
older  portion  of  the  city ;  and  also  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  submitting 
to  the  citizens  of  Brookline  and  Boston  the  ques- 
tion of  annexing  the  whole  of  said  town  to  said 
city. 

Alderman  Harris— I  for  one  should  like  to  know 
what  the  emergency  is ;  whether  the  Legislature 
is  to  adjourn  forthwith,  and  why  we  are  obliged 
to  sit  here  and  hurriedly  decide  upon  a  matter  of 
60  much  importance. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— The  facts  of  the  case  are 
these :  Last  year  an  order  was  introduced  into 
this  branch  authoriz'ing  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  to  annex  so  much  of  Brookline  as 
would  give  a  connection  between  this  city  and 
Brighton.  That  order  was  passed  by  this  Board, 
anu  went  to  the  other  branch,  where  various 
amendments  were  made,  and,  pending  the  dis- 
cussion which  ensued,  the  municipal  year  expired, 
and  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  next  City 
Council.  Meanwhile  several  inhabitants  of 
Brookline  had  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  a 
change  in  the  boundary  line  between  that  town 
and  Boston,  which  contemplated  the  annexation 
of  a  larger  area  of  territory  than  did  the  order  to 
which  I  have  referred.  It  was  then  decided  to 
authorize  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
to  support  that  petition.  As  has  been  stated  in 
the  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
that  petition  has  been  reported  upon  adversely, 
and  that  report  comes  up  in  the  orders  of  the  day 
in  the  Legislature  this  afternoon.  It  is  desirable 
that  a  bill  may  be  presented  substantially  in  the 
order  which  I  have  offered. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  a  motion  for  a  recon- 
sideration,  by   Alderman    Stebbins     (hoping   it 
would  not  prevail,  that  the  order  might  go  to  the 
other  branch  this  evening),  was  lost. 
petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  faving.  Warren  Homes 
ei  al.,  that  Mather  street,  Ward  16,  may  be  graded 
and  put  in  order. 

Boston  Board  of  Trade,  that  Lindall  street  (nr.w 
Exchange  Place)  be  paved  with  wood. 

Heirs  of  Thacher  Sweat,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Weston  street. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  a  temporary 
location  from  the  termination  of  the  track  now 
being  laid  in  Court  street,  across  Washington 
street,  through  State  and  •  Devonshire  streets,  to 
Dock  square,  such  extension  being  rendered 
necessary  for  convenient  use  of  their  road  during 
the  change  of  grade  in  Cornhill  and  Washington 
street. 

E.  M.  McPherson  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on 
south  side  of  Trenton  street,  between  Brooks  and 
Prescott  streets. 


Willard  Rice  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on 
Beacham  street,  Charlestown. 

John  J.  Clapp  et  al.,  that  Cedar  street,  Ward  16, 
be  put  in  order  and  graded. 

To  the  Cominittej  on  Servers.  George  Davis,  fcr 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  in  Clifford  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Hosea  F.  Merrifleld,  to  be  paid  extra  dam- 
ages for  land  taken  on  Lincoln  street.  Ward  19,  by 
the  selectmen  of  Brighton  in  June,  1873,  the  peti- 
tioner representing  that  the  award  of  said  select- 
men was  totally  inadequate. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  B.  F.  Bradbury, 
druggist,  for  leave  to  pro'ject  a  large  mortar,  pes- 
tle and  eagle  from  store  271  Washington  street, 
corner  of  Winter,  two  feet  from  the  building. 

To  the  CommAttee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  D.  B. 
McKenzie  for  leave  to  continue  Sunday  afternoon 
services  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.    M.  F.  WeUs,  for   leave   to   occupy   brick 
stable  for  two  horses  at  68  Barton  street. 
unfinished  business. 

Order   for   Superintendent  cf    Streets  to  grade 
and  pave  the  extension  of  Washington  street  with 
small    granite   blocks,  and   furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones,  etc.    Estimated  expense,  $80,000.    Passed. 
executive  nominations  confirmed. 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years 
from  May  1— Albert  T.  Whiting. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures  and  Inspectors 
of  Charcoal  Baskets— WiUiam  F.  Reed  and  Charles 
R.  M.  Pratt. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Concurrence  in  all  the  nominations  of  Fence 
Viewers,  Field  Drivers,  etc.,  and  in  addition  there- 
to, the  name  of  Bernard  Crosby,  as  Field  Driver. 
The  Board  concurred,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Brooks. 

Report  nominating  John  O.  Poor  as  Commission- 
er of  the  Sinking  Fund  at  large  for  two  years,  and 
certificate  of  his  election  as  said  commissioner. 
The  Board  proceeded  to  [lallot.  Aldermen  Bige- 
low  and  Stebbins  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that 
John  O.  Poor  had  received  twelve  votes,  and  he 
was  declared  unanimously  elected  in  concurrence. 

Report  nominating  Nehemiah  Gibson  and 
Samuel  B.  Hopkins  as  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries,  and  certificate  of  their  election  by  the 
Common  Council.  The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot. 
Aldermen  Worthington  and  Brooks  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 7 

Nehemiah  Gibson 7 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 5 

William  Woolley 9 

And  Nehemiah  Gibson  was  declared  elected  in 
concurrence,  and  William  Woolley  in  non-concur- 
rence. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  order  relating  to  the  specific  appropriations 
for  the  financial  year  1874-75,  with  the  amendment 
to  insert  "Grammar  Schoolhouse  site,  Everett  Dis- 
trict, Ward  10,  $30,000,"  and  an  amendment  to  or- 
der laying  a  specific  tax  to  correspond,  came 
down  with  the  adherence  of  the  Council  to  the 
amendment,  and  was  taken  up  in  the  regular  or- 
der among  the  papers  from  the  Common  Council. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  till  the  regular  meeting  on 
Monday  next. 

Aklerman  Hall— I  have  the  pleasure  of  being 
one  of  the  committee  on  the  Appropriation  bill, 
and  when  the  Councilman  from  Ward  16  inade  an 
explanation  of  the  need  of  this  grammar-school 
site  in  AVard  16,  I  voted  against  it.  At  that  time 
I,. as  well  as  many  others,  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary.  Since  then  myself  and  others  in  this 
Board  have  learned  that  they  do  need  this  school- 
house  there.  They  have  more  children  in  the  dis- 
trict than  they  can  accommodate  and  they  have  to 
hire  other  rooms  for  chem  now.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  postpone  this  matter  today,  but  that  the 
amendment  may  be  adopted  and  the  bill  com- 
pleted and  handed  to  the  Auditor. 

Alderman  Prescott- 1  hope  this  matter  will  be 
acted  upon  forthwith,  as  we  shall  have  a  great 
deal  of  business  to  do  on  Monday.  I  think  the 
amendment  should  remain  in  the  Appropriation 
bill. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction,  and  also  of  the  joint 
special  committee  on  the  Auditor's  estimates,  and 
I  object  to  this  amendment,  and  the  inf  orifiation  I 


180 


BOARr>      OF      ALDERMEN 


have  received  is  why  I  do  so.  I  think  this  amend- 
ment is  pnt  into  the  bill  from  a  motive  to  procure 
a  certain  lot  of  lanJ  which  some  parties  want  the 
city  to  buy,  and  it  looks  to  me  as  if  there  is  a  lit- 
tle job  in  it.  I  cannot  say  that  there  is,  but  there 
is  another  district  in  that' ward  for  which  there  is 
only  an  appropriation  of  five  or  six  thousand  dol- 
lars a.skea  fo'-. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars for  a  primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Gibson  Dis- 
trict. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  Cibson  District  is  .|6000. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  thoiight  I  was  right.  Now, 
I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  asking  for  $30,000  in 
another  district  similar  to  this.  I  hope  that  if  this 
amendment  does  pass  it  will  be  amended  and  re- 
duced, so  that  we  shall  not  appropriate  money 
enough  to  buy  that  acre  of  land  adjoining  this 
schoolhouse,  which  we  do  not  want. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  the  motion  to  post- 
pone. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  that  this  sum  be  re- 
duced to  .'ffl5,000.  I  do  this  after  conversation  with 
some  inhabitants  in  that  locality  who  say  that  it 
is  not  the  best  spot  for  the  location  of  the  school- 
house. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  an 
appropriation  of  $15,000,  but  no  more.  I  think  all 
will  agree  that  thirty  thousand  feet  is  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  land  for  a  schoolhouse,  and  there  is 
no  question  but  $15,000  will  procure  thirty  thou- 
sand feet  in  a  desirable  location  for  this  school. 
It  will  not  procure  the  thirty  thousand  feet  next 
to  the  Everett  Schoolhouse.  A  great  many  resi- 
dents of  that  section  think  that  is  not  the  place  to 
put  another  schoolhouse,  and  do  not  want  it  there. 
There  are  several  other  locations,  each  fully  as 
desirable  as  this,  which  can  be  procured  for  $15,- 
000,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  appropriation 
■will  not  be  reduced,  but  that  the  bill  as  amended 
will  be  passed  in  concurrence  with  the  Council. 
It  is  uncertain,  just  at  this  time,  just  where  it  will 
be  most  expeilient  for  the  city  to  purchase  a  lot 
for  this  schoolhouse.  The  gentleman  says  that 
some  parties  want  the  city  to  purchase  that  site : 
it  seems  to  me  that  is  a  reason  why  we  should 
make  this  appropriation.  I  know  nothing  of  any 
job  in  this  matter,  and  I  cannot  think  that 
the  Alderman  who  used  the  term  meant 
that  any  members  of  the  committee  has 
atiythlng  to  do  with  it.  The  fact  is  that  more 
a'ccommodations  are  needed  in  the  Everett-School 
District,  Ward  16.  The  appropriation  foi  the  Gib- 
son District,  which  the  gentleman  uses  as  an  ar- 
gument, its  an  entirely  separate  affair.  In  the  case 
of  the  Everett  School  the  commit  ee  are  not  set- 
tled in  their  minds  where  would  be  the  best  place 
to  buy  a  lot,  but  It  seems  to  me  that  It  would  be 
best  to  purchase  a  lot,  even  if  it  cost  $30,000, 
though  I  hardly  think  it  would  cost  that.  But  I 
do  think  we  need  30,000  feet  of  land,  at  least,  and 
it  would  not  be  wise.  In  my  opinion,  to  limit  the 
committee  to  a  lot  of  that  size. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  argument,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  that  we  should  buy  land  because  It  Is  going 
to  rise  in  value.  I  do  not  think  so ;  I  think  prop- 
erty is  inflated  in  value  and  It  would  not  be  well 
for  the  city  to  buy  land  and  hold  it,  as  the  appro- 
priation for  schoolhouse  sites  is  very  large  this 
year, — too  large,  in  my  opinion,  for  one  year.  The 
purchase  of  the  site  "is  ))ut  the  beginning,  as  we 
shall  have  to  put  a  building  upon  it  afterward. 
Fifteen  thousand  dollars  would  be  ample  to  buy  a 
lot  in  that  locality,  I  am  informed  by  residents 
there,  and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  tax  the 
people  for  more  land  than  we  need. 

Aldirman  Power — I  notice  the  appropriation  In 
that  bill  of  $15,000  for  a  schoolhouse  site  In  South 
Boston.  I  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  real  estate  in 
that  part  of  the  city,  and  I  believe  that  land  is 
worth  fully  as  much  there  as  In  Dorchester,  where 
this  schoolhouse  Is  wanted.  If  $15,000  Is  enough 
in  South  Boston,  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be 
ettough  in  Dorchester. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  rising  vote — 
3  for,  8  against. 

Alderman  Harris — I  should  like  to  know  whether 
It  is  not  possible  to  get  along  with  less  than  $30,-  • 
006?  I  should  like  to  have  some  member  state  the 
fact. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  opposite  (Al- 
derman Cutter)  and  myself  have  beesi  trying  to- 
convince  members  of  this  Board  that  we  can  get 
along  with  $15,000.  We  have  given  this  subject 
fully  as  much  attention  as  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie   Instruction   have;   we    have    been  out  there'.' 


twice,  and  I  say  the  land  there  is  not  worth  as 
much  as  In  South  Boston,  and  that  amount  is 
deemed  sufficient  In  South  IJoston. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  It  is  safe  for 
this  Board  of  Aldennen  to  trust  to  the  Com-nlttee 
on  Public  Instruction  to  purchase  this  land.  They 
are  not  disposed  to  spend  money  unnecessarily, 
and  I  know  there  Is  no  job  In  It.  The  committee 
should  not  be  limited  and  cut  down  to  the  la.st 
notch  that  may  be  thought  desirable  for  the  pur- 
chase of  this  schoolhouse  lot  in  Dorchester.  We 
should  ^lave  an  ample  school  lot.  While  we  all 
feel  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  expenses  down 
to  the  lowest  point,  I  think  we  should  be  entirely 
safe  to  leave  It  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction. They  wiU  not  purchase  the  lot  without 
thoroughly  examining  It,  or  without  taking  the 
advice  of  both  the  Aldermen.  I  hojie  we  shall 
pass  the  amendment  at  $30,000. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  suppose  this  Board  will  bear 
in  mind  that  the  Alderman  last  up  voted  against 
the  appropriation  in  committee  and  at  our  last 
session.  I  suppose  it  Is  true  that  the  IdSt  converts 
have  the  strongest  faith  and  most  zeal.  I  think 
there  is  a  job  m  it.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  will 
buy  just  as  good  a  lot  as  $30,000.  That  gentlemen 
should  change  their  opinions  at  this  late  day, 
shows  that  they  do  not  possess  as  much  intelli- 
gence on  the  subject  as  they  should. 

Aiderman  Prescott— I  am  also  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  expedient  to  pass  this  appropriation. 
The  Alderman  from  Ward  12  does  not  see  why  we 
should  appropriate  $30,000  for  this  site,  while  we 
can  get  one  for  $15,000 in  South  Boston.  The  one 
in  South  Boston  is  to  be  a  primary  schoolhouse, 
for  small  classes.  The  one  in  Dorchester  is  to 
be  a  grammar  school,  with  not  less  than" 
thirteen  rooms.  That  is  one  difference.  If  the 
gentleman  will  refer  to  his  own  neighborhood,  he 
will  find  that  there  is  an  appropriation  of  $120,000 
for  a  school  building  in  Washington  Village.  All 
that  Dorchester  asks,  or  that  we  propose  to  give 
that  ward  this  year,  in  this  particular.  Is  lO  buy  a 
lot  and  take  steps  for  a  new  schoolhouse  another 
year. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  desire  to  say,  in  an- 
swer lO  the  senior  member  from  Ward 6,  that  I  did 
vote  against  this  appropriation  In  the  committee 
and  at  the  last  meeting,  because  I  was  not  as  thor- 
oughly posted  as  I  wanted  to  be  In  regard  to  It.  I 
voted  against  it  the  last  time  with  a  good  deal  of 
hesitation,  but  it  is  the  only  safe  way  for  a  man  to 
do  when  he  is  In  doubt.  I  am  not  In  doubt  now,  and 
am  not  going  Into  It  with  a  niggardly  plan.  I 
wish  to  say  further  that  I  cdaim  the  right 
for  any  member  to  change  his  mind  when  he 
thinks  he  Is  wrong,  and  not,  after  being  convinced 
against  his  will,  remaining  of  the  same  opinion  still. 
A  man  should  be  consistent,  and  act  up  to  the  In- 
formation he  gets  from  day  to  day.  I  Intend  to 
act  upon  that  principle  today,  and  shall  vote  for 
$30,000. 

Alderman  Power — In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  who  quoted  the  case  of  the  schoolhouse 
in  Washington  Village,  I  would  say  that  the  loca- 
tion Is  a  mile  nearer  the  City  Hall  than  the  Dor- 
chester school  Is.  If  you  come  still  nearer  you  vrill 
find  land  double  that  amount  In  value,  and  when 
you  come  around  here  you  would  find  land  worth 
twenty-five  dollars  per  "foot.  There  Is  not  a  foot 
of  land  to  be  got  In  Washington  Village  for  less 
than  a  dollar  a  foot.  All  the  land  there  Is  occu- 
pied by  dwellings,  and  that  Is  taken  Into  account 
In  the  estimate.  Almost  a  quarter  part  of  the  ap- 
propriation Is  put  In  for  that  purpose.  Of  course 
It  ii  not  expected  to  buy  land  in  Dorchester  that 
has  a  house  upon  It.  I  don't  think  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  secure  more  than  30,000  feet  of  land ;  if 
he  says  more  than  that  is  needed  I  am  willing  to 
vote  money  enough  to  buy  It,  but  there  Is  no 
question  In  my  mind  but  that  $15,000  will  do  that. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  wish  to  say  that  in  evei  y 
case  where  we  could  purchase  land  at  fifty  cents  a 
foot  it  would  be  desirable  to  obtain  considerably 
more  than  thirty  thousand  feet  of  land  for  a  gram- 
mar schoolhouse,  especially  when  It  Is  for  both 
sexes.  When  you  come  Into  the  city  proper,  to 
Washington  Village,  for  instance,  where  land  is 
worth  a  dollar  or  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  foot,  we  do 
economize  in  the  land ;  but  In  the  outly- 
ing districts  it  would  be  best  to  buy  a  com- 
modious lot,  especially  for  a  mixed  school 
like  this,  where  h  re  must  be  two  school  yards. 
This  district  is  next  to  the  Andrew  District,  in 
Washington  Village,  which  now  has  570  pupila,' 
and  the  number  is  constantly  growing  larger. 
The  lines  of   that  district  will  prooably  have  to  be' 
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drawn  in  nearer  the  sehoolhoiise,  so  as  to  throw 
some  pupils,  who  cannot  be  provided  for  there, 
into  the  Everett  District.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
committee  would  recommend  the  purchase  of  as 
■much  a«  60,000  feet ;  that  would  be  a  matter  for  them 
to  consider.  This  i.s  the  only  item  on  which  there 
is  a  disagreement  between  the  two  branches,  and; 
I' think  we  should  concur  in  it. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  make  the  amount 
$20,000,  and  Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— yeas  8,  nays  4,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Prescott,WorthT 
incton — i. 

Amotion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Alder- 
man Cutter,  who  desired  that  the  subject  might 
go  to  the  Common  Council  toiiight,  and  hoped  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 
■  Alderman  Stebbins — In  connection  with  this 
Appropriation  bill  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  have  included 
in  their  estimates  of  the  amount  for  salaries  of 
teachers  any  sum  to  cover  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  in  the  Normal  School,  which  is  about  to 
be  legalized.  That  wUl  require  about  $8000  a 
year. 

Alderman  Prescott— There  is  a  provision  made 
for  the  salaries  of  the  Normal-School  teachers  for 
the  ensuing  year  in  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Instruction. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  the  back  pay  to  which 
I  referred. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  not  able  positively  to 
say  in  regard  to  that,  but  I  think  not. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  wish  also  to  ask  how  we 
shall  provide  for  the  $200,000  additional  State  tax 
for  school  purposes,  required  by  the  memorial  of 
ttie  State  Board  of  Erlucation,  composed  of  Messrs. 
PhUbrick,  Miner  and  Brooks.  That  has  been  re- 
ported to  the  Legislature  in  a  bill  requir- 
ing a  tax  of  $200,000  additional  to  the  city 
of  Boston.  Whatever  tnese  eminent  gen- 
tlemen call  for  is  generally  passed,  par- 
ticularly if  it  is  to  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  benefit  of  other  paits  of  the  State ;  I  would 
like  to  inquire  whether  we  can  meet  that?  I 
should  like  to  ask  an  explanation  from  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts,  who  is  present ;  my  friend  on  my 
right  (Alderman  Prescott)  suggests'  a  loan,  but  I 
believe  in  paying  our  bills  as  we  go  along. 

City-Auditor  '1  urner  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given) — I  shall  have  to  make  some  inquiries  in 
regard  to  that.  I  based  my  estimate  ol  the  taxes 
upon  the  information  I  received  at  the  time. 
This  is  a  new  matter,  and  if  it  goes  into  effect  it  is 
probable  that  the  city  of  Boston  will  require 
S200,000  additional.  It  is  not  a  law  yet,  being  only 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  bill  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

.  Alderman  Stebbins — This  matter  will  cause  a 
good  deal  of  debate  at  the  State  House,  and  it  is  a 
question  whether  it  will  pass. 

City-Auditor  Turner — Between  this  and  next 
Monday  I  wdl  have  a  consultation  with  the  State 
Auditor  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Alderman  Stebbins — In  that  view  of  the  casej  I 
move  that  the  bill  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

THE  WATER-STREET  WIDENING. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  order  to  pay- 
Charles  G.  Greene  et  al.  §325,000  for  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  widening  of  "Water  street  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters — I  voted  to  lay  this  order  on 
the  table  at  the  last  meeting,  so  that  between  then 
and  next  Monday  I  should  like  to  get  some  infor- 
mation. I  found  that  there  was  an  agreement' 
with  the  owners  that  the  order  should  pass  tiiia 
week  instead  of  next  Monday.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  high  price,  considering  what  the  estate  was 
assessed  at  before ;  but  we  nave  a  committee  who 
have  examined  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  we 
should  trust  to  their  judgment  in  looking  out  for 
the  interest  of  the  ci*y. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  no  objections  to  ac- 
tion, if  this  Board  have  sufficient  intelligence  on 
the  subject  to  vote  upon  so  large  a  sum.  With 
the  intelligence  I  have,  I  shall  vote  against  it.  I 
think  that  the  Street  Commission  is  composed  of 
men  whose  judgment  we  should  take  as  to  the 
value  of  land.  We  have  tried  to  increase  their 
salaries  because  they  are  competent  men,  filling 
their  positions  well;  and  if  we  do  not  take 
their    judgment    in    this     case,,    I    do    not    see 


why  we  should  in  any  other.  Their  judgmen 
was  $287,000.  Now  by  this  order  it  is  proposed 
to  add  $13,334  more  to  it  by  way  of  rent  for  the 
next  five  months.  That  wUl  bring  it  up  to  $300,000, 
or  a  little  more.  Now  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if 
we  pass  this  sum  which  the  Street  Commission- 
ers have  recommended  they  will  be  getting 
a  large  sum  enough  for  an  estate  which 
covers  so  few  feet  of  land  as  this.  I 
think  the  Street  Commissioners  have  made 
their  liberal  estimate.  I  cannot  figure  it  so  high 
as  they  do  by  some  $20,000,  but  I  am  willing  to  take 
their  judgment.  If  we  have  a  commission  we 
might  as  well  take  their  judgment.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  this  Board  voting  upon  it  today,  but  I 
think  if  you  let  it  lie  over  till  Monday  it  will 
do  no  haim.  I  move  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  sum  $300,000.  I  think  I  am  justified 
in  making  this  motion.  This  committee,  in  settle- 
ments with  other  parties,  have  required  them  to 
pay  rent,  as  in  the  case  of  the  New  England 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  These  parties 
should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  be  more  liberal  with  them  than 
with  others. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  order,  and  it  was  passed— yeas 
10,  nays  2,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Pete  is,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington— 10.  .,; 

Nays — Aldermen  Cutter,  Power — 2. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Stebbins 
(hoping  it  would  not  prevail),  was  lost. 

STATE  AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State 
Aid  was  received,  making  the  following  exhibit: 
Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1874,  $325;  receipts 
during  January,  February  and  March,  $21,000;  dis- 
bursed  during  the  quarter,  $20,945;  balance  on 
hand  April  1st,  $290.  Number  of  applicants  dur- 
inir  the  quarter,  3844. 

The  report  was  read  and  sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DI.STRICT. 

By  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  authorized 
to  contract  with  Phineas  E.  Gay  for  fill- 
ing the  streets,  courts,  alleys  and  passageways 
on  the  said  district  to  such  grade  higher 
than  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  may 
be  established  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  for  a 
price  not  exceeding  seven  dollars  and  forty  cents 
per  square  of  eight  cubic  yards,  as  measured  by 
the  City  Engineer;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  FRANKLIN    FUND. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  t  e  Special  Committee 
on  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Franklin 
Fund — Report  that  they  have  found  the  same  to 
be  correct  as  presented,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  state  of  the  fund  is  as  follows ;  Balance 
on  hand  January  1,  1873,  $171,315  80;  interest  ac- 
crued, $10,962  83;  amount  of  fund  January  1,  1874, 
$182,278  63.    Accepted. 

THE  SWETT-STREET  EXTENSION. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  prepare  plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  Swett  street  solid  from  Albany 
street  to  some  point  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
and  procure  the  approval  of  the  Harbor 
Commi-sioners  to  the  same,  as  required  by 
the  recent  act  of  the  Legislature ;  also  to  con- 
fer with  the  trustees  of  tne  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  in  relation  to  a  change  of  grade 
of  said  road  at  the  crossing  of  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  F.  L.  Richardson  et  al.,  for  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  April  4,  for  a  meeting  of  merchants: 
and  others  on  the  subject  of  finance.    Accepted. 

I'ROPOSBD   REMOVALS   FROM  CITY  HALL. 

By  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  the  C'ommittee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  ordinance  permitting  the 
office  of  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures  to  be 
outside  of  the  City  Hall  building. 

Read  twice  and  pas'^ed. 

By  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build-: 
lags  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  office  of  Inspec- 
tor of  Milk  to  No.  30  Pemberton  square,  and  that 
the  room  now  occupied  by  .'^aid  insiiector  be  as«) 
signed  to  the  Public  Park  OomxalsBion.  .  > 
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Aldemiati  Cutter — I  should  like  to  hear  some 
rea.'-on  given  for  offering  that  order.  The  Kilk 
Inspector  is  of  as  much  consequence  as  tlie  Com- 
misi<ion  on  I'ublic  I'arks,  and  tliey  could  as  well  • 
have  their  office  in  I'emberton  square  as  any  one 
else. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  lying  over,  but  1  think  if  the  gentleman  will 
look  into  the  matter  a  little  he  will  see  that  the 
business  of  the  Inspector  can  be  attended  to  quits 
as  well  in  I'emberton  square,  and  better  than  that 
of  the  Commission  on  Public  Parks.  He  will  get 
quite  as  good  quarters  there  as  he  has  here. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  G  speaks  in  favor  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk; 
I  would  like  to  ask  him  of  what  use  that  officer  is 
to  the  city  of  Boston ;  and  why  he  should  have  so 
large  a  room. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman should  ask  a  question  of  that  kind,  after 
having  introduced  an  order  to  change  the  Inspec- 
tor to  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health.  The 
Inspector  of  Mi'k  has  to  look  after  some  7000  milk 
venders  in  this  city ;  he  sees  that  the  milk  which 
the  gentleman  buj's,  if  he  buys  any,  is  pure.  It 
has  always  been  talked  of  in  this  Poard,  when 
talking  about  the  need  of  more  room,  that  we 
could  move  the  Milk  Inspector.  To  do  that  would 
discommode  some  7000  milk  venders.  I  think  the 
members  of  this  Park  Commission  would  be  less 
disturbed  in  Pemberton  square,  and  I  move  that 
the  order  be  indefinitely  postponed 

Alderman  Emery — 1  suppose  that  on  the  subject 
of  milk  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  as  good  au- 
thority as  we  have  around  this  Board,  but  he  is 
not  so  well  posted  upon  everything  con- 
nected with  the  duties  of  the  Milk  Inspector 
as  he  ought  to  be.  These  7000  men,  for  whom  the 
Inspector  looks  after,  do  not  visit  City  Hall,  I  sup- 
pose the  gentleman  understands,  to  communicate 
with  him.  The  trouble  is  that  the  Ii  spector  is  a 
very  faithful  officer,  and  very  frequently  visits 
the  dealers  at  their  quarters. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  ask  if  it  would  not 
be  better  to  place  the  Milk  Inspector  under  the 
charge  of  the  Water  Board. 

Aldeiman  Emery — I  should 
that  part  of  the  question  if 
terrogated.  But  I  do  not 
shall  arrive  at  that  point, 
ever,  that  I  think  it  would  be 
the    Water   Commission     in    the 


have  come  round  to 
I    had  not  been  in- 
know    now     that   I 
I    will    say,   how- 
well    to   have 
same  building 


■with  the  Inspector  of  Milk  I  was  about  to  re- 
mark that  this  officer  does  not  have  so  many  vis- 
itors. He  visits  more  people  than  visit  him.  He 
is  a  faithful  officer,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  looks 
after  his  business.  He  has  to  visit  these  people 
who  deal  in  milk,  anc"  they  do  not  call  upon  him  so 
often  as  he  calls  upon  them.  Furthermore,  if  we 
were  to  place  him  at  30  Pemberton  square,  I  think 
he  would  attend  to  his  bminess  as  faithfully  as  he 
does  in  City  Hall ;  I  do  not  think  he  would  object 
to  having  his  quarters  there,  particularly  if  he  has 
some  other  departments  there  which  will  be  of  ad 
vantage  to  him. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  asked  a  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  I  wanted  to  get 
information  from  him  as  to  what  advantage  this 
officer  is  to  the  city.  When  I  offered  the  order  to 
place  him  under  the  control  of  the  Health  De- 
partment, I  believed  then,  as  I  believe  now,  that 
we  could  give  him  a  desk  in  their  room-,  and  that 
his  business  could  be  attended  to  by  one  of  the 
clerks  there  in  his  absence.  Now,  when  he 
is  away,  no  one  has  charge  of  his  office. 
I  thought  it  would  be  best  to  remove  him  to  the 
Board  of  Health,  but  the  gentleman  here  says  he 
is  opposed  to  it;  that  you  can  never  find  anybody 
thf  re,  and  that  the  board  is  of  little  consequence 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  he  shall  fight  it. 
I  think  that  if  we  take  from  the  table  the 
order  to  place  him  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board  of  ■  Health  we  would  accomplish 
more  than  we  would  by  passing  this  order.  Fur- 
thermore, his  report  will  then  come  in  as  a  part  of 
that  of  the  Board  of  Health.  Milk  is  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  city ;  that  subject  is  in  charge 
of  the  Board  of  Healt"h  in  almost  every  other  city, 
and  should  be  so  here. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  there  any  room  intheotficf 
of  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  milk  man? 

Alderman  Worthington— '1  hat  can  be  provided 
without  additional  expense.  If  he  goes  up  to 
Pemberton  square  he  must  have  an  assistant.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  admit 
that  the  officer  does  attend  to  his  business ;  he 
never  did  before,  I  know  that  officer  is  of  great 
use  to  the  city ;  he  is  out  every  morning  at  five 
o'clock.  There  is  a  clerk  in  the  Board  of  Health 
ofllce  who  can  attend  to  his  business  without  ad- 
ditional pay. 


Alderman  Cutter — The  gentlemen  do  not  under 
stand  the  duties  this  wan  performs.  He  does  not 
do  outride  work,  but  if  you  or  I  buy  milk  that 
we  think  is  adulterated,  we  goto  his  office  and 
notify  him  ;  then  he  goes  down  and  tests  it.  So 
there  is  actually  a  great  many  people  coming  to 
his  office. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  is  evident  that  the 
gentleman  does  not  understand  the  duties  of  this 
officer.  I  know  he  does  go  to  the  depots  and 
tests  the  milk  in  any  cans  lie  .':ees  fit,  and  no  offi- 
cer looks  more  carefully  after  his  duties  th^n  he 
does.  The  testing  of  milk  is  a  very  small  part  of 
his  duties. 

.  Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  know 
more  about  the  duties  of  the  miUc  man  than  I  do ; 
if  he  does,  I  do  not  see  why  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  talks  differently  from  what  he  did  be- 
fore, and  to  hear  him  admit  that  the  officer  is  of 
some  use. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost,  by 
a  rising  vote — 6  for,  4  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  to 
place  the  In.spector  of  Milk  under  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report, 
etc.,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass;  it  will  increase  the  expense  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health.  Everything  put  there  has  been 
run  at  greater  expense  than  before.  The  Board 
should  retain  control  of  the  Inspector. 

Alderman  Power — If  the  eulogies  of  the  In- 
spector of  Milk  are  to  be  believed  there  is  no 
necessity  of  placing  him  under  the  control  of  any- 
body. To  do  so  would  seem  to  be  a  reflection 
upon  him.  I  agree  that  he  does  manage  his  de- 
partment well  without  assistance,  and  I  do  not 
understand  that  he  wants  any  assistance. 

Alderman  Peters — I  would  ask  why  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Health  should  not  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk,  and 
have  a  desk  in  his  office. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  hope  the  order  will  pass; 
I  think  it  is  a  proper  one.  There  is  no  committee 
on  that  departmeut,  and  it  seems  to  me  very  prop- 
er that  he  should  be  under  the  Board  of  Health 
the  same  as  the  Inspector  of  Provisions. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Board  of  Health 
do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  his  services  at 
all;  they  merely  want  him  to  make  a  report  to 
them. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of 
placing  him  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  I  do  not  see  why  he  should  not  re- 
port to  this  Board  as  well  as  that.  The  chances 
are  that  the  expense  of  the  department  would  be 
increased.  It  is  managed  on  a  very  economical 
system  now. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  it  was  passed — 
yeas  7,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hams, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

REPORTS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  Claflin,  Gurney  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the 
Tremont  and  Revere  houses,  for  innholders'  li- 
cense; Lyceum  Dramatic  Club,  for  leave  to  give 
entertainment  at  John  A.  Andrew  Hall,  April  24; 
and  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  application  of  T. 
R.  Bullock  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  give  gift  entertain- 
ments in  this  city,  "the  proposed  exhibition  being 
illegal."    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  accompanying  order,  au- 
thorizing the  granting  of  a  permit  to  John  G.  All- 
bright  to  enlarge  a  building  on  AUbright  court  to 
a  size  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions,  according 
to  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  The  order 
was  j'ead  twice  and  passed. 

INDEFI>'ITELY   POSTPONED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  for  the 
Commissioners  on  Revision  of  the  City  Charter  to 
report  in  season  for  action  thereon  by  the  present 
Legislature  wis  taken  frorn  the  table  and  indefl- 
mitely  postponed. 

Alt(erman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters I  ^o  oppose  the  passage  of  the  act  legalizing 
the  Establishment  of  the  Noimal  Schpol,but pend- 
ing further  actioti  a  rtiotion  to  adjourn  by  Alder- 
man Harris  prevailed — 7  for,  5  against. 
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COMMON      OOUNOIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

APRIL    3,    1874. 


A  special  meeting;  of  tlie  Common  Council  was 
held  at  TVs  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  the  call  of  the  Mayor. 

ANNEXATION  OF  BBOOKLINE. 

Message  of  tlie  Mayor  in  reference  to  memori- 
alizing the  Legislatuie  in  regard  to  the  passage  of 
an  act  annexing  a  portion  of  Broolsline  to  Boston, 
and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  memorialize 
the  Legii-lntuie  for  the  same,  or  to  submit  an  act 
tothepeo|jl3  for  the  annexation  of  the  whale 
town  to  this  city. 

The  conmiunicatrion  was  placed  on  file,  and  the 
order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Minotff  WardlT— 1  do  not  quite  understand 
the  nature  of  the  order.  It  may  be  a  matter  of 
course,  but  I  would  be  glad  to  have  it  explained. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — Ag  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Legiflatlve  Matters,  1  will  state 
that  the  Committee  on  'towns  of  the  Legislature 
have  reported  1  iave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition 
to  change  the  boundary  line  between  Boston  and 
the  town  of  Brookline,  and  as  it  is  felt  to  be 
Eecessary  that  we  should  have  some  connection 
wi.h  Brighton  for  obvious  reasons— for  fire  alarm 
and  ijolice  tclegiaph  poles,  sewerage,  drainage, 
etc.— it  is  important  that  we  should  have  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  town  of  Brookline.  That  re- 
port has  not  yet  been  acted  upon  by  the  Legislat- 
ure, although  it  has  been  sent  in.  It  has  been 
consideredthat,if  wepassan  order  here  expressing 
a  wish  to  have  a  part  of  Brookline  annexed,  it  is 
probable  the  report  will  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Towns,  and  some  bill  maybe  re- 
ported, so  that  we 'Inll  have  the  whole  or  a  part 
of  Brookline.  The  chief  objection  to  the  petition 
presented  to  t"ic  Legi-latuie  was  that  it  asked 
timply  to  change  the  boundary  between  Brookline 
and  Boston,  and  the  Committee  on  Towns  under- 
stood that  if  this  petition  were  granted  the  town 
would  have  to  be  dismembered  and  therefore  they 
reported  leave  to  withdraw.  For  this  reason  a 
clause  was  inserted  in  the  present  order  providing 
for  a  bll  for  the  annexation  of  the  whole  town 
similar  to  that  of  la't  year,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
citizens  of  both  places.  The  people  of  Boston 
having  voted  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Brook- 
line last  year  by  a  large  majority,  it  is  proper  that 
the  City  Government  should  take  action  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wish  expressed  at  the  polls. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— Do  I  understand  that  the 
proposition  is  to  annex  only  a  part  of  Brookline, 
or  that  such  action  by  the  Council  is  intended  to 
show  a  prejudice  ia  favor  of  the  annexation  of 
the  whole  cf  Brookline? 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — It  i«  intended  to  favor 
the  annexation  cf  the  whole,  but  it  is  desirable  to 
get  a  part  if  we  cannot  get  the  whole.  The  reason 
such  a  report  was  not  made  was  because  the  mat- 
ter was  not  properly  presented  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  had  no  authori- 
ty to  urge  it  very  strongly. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  only  asked  the  ques- 
tion for  the  reai-on  that  very  strong  efforts  are 
being  made  in  the  interest  of  annexation  by  par- 
ties lepresenting  many  thousands  of  dollars.  Of 
course  the  subject  has  not  been  investigated  or 
looked  into  with  the  same  earnestness  on  the  part 
of  those  opposed  to  it  as  it  has  with  those  in  favor 
of  it.  All  these  schemes  for  annexation  are  initi- 
ated by  a  very  small  number  ol  persons,  who  bring 
strong  influences  to  bear  and  produce  a  mania  for 
annexation. 

'Ihe  object  of  this  order  is  to  give  a  certain  pres- 
tige to  annexation  and  commit  the  Council  to  the 
measure  beforehand — to  show  that  it  is  a  favor- 
able measur  e  with  the  City  Council ;  I  have  heard  it 
said — certainly  it  has  been  stated  in  all  the  newspa- 
pers—that the  reasons  are  obvious  why  Brookline 
should  be  annexed.  I  have  been  unable  to  think 
of  any  reason,  and  have  never  heard  any  given, 
and  I  do  not  know  how  we  are  cut  off  from 
Brighton.  We  have  a  right  to  pass  through 
Brookline.  The  water  pipes  have  been 
laid  through  Brookline  to  Brighton  without  any 
difficulty.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  that 
the  fact  that  these  water  pipe^  come  through 
Brookline,  and  the  distance  from  Brighton  to  Bos- 


•  ton,  have  been  seized  upon  as  a  valuable  auxiliary 
to  the  annexation  scheme.  I  am  perfectly  well 
aware  that  this  subject  has  not  been  weU  looked 
into,  and  that  no  great  amount  of  time  is  to  be  ex- 
pended upon  it  tonight.  I  only  want  to  do  what 
I  deeni  to  be  my  duty,  and  protest  against 
what  I  consider  hasty  action.  I  do  not  think 
any  gentleman  in  this  Council  knows  the 
facts  and  figures  in  regard  to  this  annex- 
ation, which  ought  to  be  looked  into;  or  can 
tell  what  is  the  cost  of  educating  a  scholar  before 
or  after  annexat'on — in  Boston  or  the  place  an- 
ncxed^or  the  relative  cost  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  so  on  through  all  the  various  depart- 
ments. The  fact  is  that  the  effect  of  annexation 
has  been  an  injury  to  real  estate,  though  I  do  not 
think  it  is  realized  or  that  the  matter  has  been 
studied.  We  are  following  this  mania  not  as  a 
business  man  would,  but  simply  because  it  is  a 
popular  opinion,  and  it  seems  to  me  that, 
as  was  the  case  In  Philadelphia,  we  are  do- 
ing with  great  precipitation  what  may  be 
great  folly,  and  that  it  will  end,  as  it  has  in 
Philadelphia,  in  confusion  in  the  laws,  corruption 
in  government,  and  great  harm  to  the  city  and  to 
the  towns  which  have  been  annexed.  1  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  passage  of  this  order,  except 
as  it  seems  to  be  intended  to  give  a  prestige  to 
annexation  and  compromise  us  on  the  subject,  on 
which  the  members  of  the  Council  must  feel,  I 
think,  that  they  are  not  very  competent  to  judge 
so  hastily. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  (unanimous  permission 
being  given  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16) — 
I  fully  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17, 
that  as  an  abstract  principle  we  have  gone  far 
enough  in  annexation  at  present.  I  do  not  wish  to 
encourage  any  wholesale  annexation,  but  I  want 
to  get  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  on  a  resolve  which  I  shall  offer  against 
wholesale  annexation.  But  having  annexed 
Brighton,  which  I  think  was  a  mistake, 
the  necessity  seems  to  exist  for  the 
annexation  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  Brookline. 
The  reason  for  this  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  a  good 
one ;  but  to  all  the  other  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  17  I  shall  subscribe. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  must  say  that  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Council  is  so  thin  this  evening,  when  a 
matter  so  important  as  this  is  under  consideration. 
I  cannot  think  that  members  generally  were  aware 
of  the  object  of  this  meeting,  or  more  would  have 
been  here,  although  we  have  a  large  majority 
present. 

I  am  astonished  at  the  two  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  this  evening.  When  I  find  my  worthy 
friend  here  from  Ward  17,  representing  a  town 
which  has  recently  been  annexed,  and  whose  val- 
uable services  we  have  had  during  this  j'ear,  say- 
ing that  we  have  had  annexation  enough,  and  re- 
ferring to  it  as  a  disadvantage  to  boston  and 
the  towns  annexed,  I  am  somewhat  aston- 
ished. And,  again,  I  am  more  astonished 
at  the  admission  which  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  makes,  when  he  agrees  with  his  friend 
here  that  as  an  abstract  principle  annexation  is 
wrong.  He  shakes  his  head.  I  think  I  am  right. 
He  agrees  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  in 
the  abstract  i^rlnciple.  I  will  give  way  for  him  to 
explain. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  did  not  say  that  an- 
nexation, as  an  abstract  principle  is  wrong,  but 
that  any  more  at  present  is  wrong. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  \v\U  take  him  at  his 
word ;  then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  the  only  argu- 
ment IS  that  of  the  water  pipes,  sewerage,  etc. ;  I 
throw  aside  all  those  arguments ;  there  is  no  posi- 
tive necessity  for  this  annexation  on  accouut  of 
water  pipes  or  drainage.  We  now  have  all  the 
advantages  which  we  would  have  if  Brookline 
were  annexed.  I  go  upon  the  principle  of 
favoring  the  annexation  of  the  whole  of 
Brookline,  and  I  am  as  much  opposed  as 
are     the     Committee     on     Towns,   to     desinte- 

f  rating  anv  portion  of  that  town.  They  are  right, 
do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to  get  a  recommit- 
ment, but  it  is  uossible  that  if  a  bill  were  to  be  in- 
troduced for  the  annexation  of  the  whole  town  it 
may  be  carried  through,  and  I  believe  that  will 
please  a  7ery  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  I  had  Uie  honor  to  vote  upon  this  question 
some  months  ago.  I  am  opposed  to  annexing 
only  a  ])art  of  that  town.  An  order  to  that  effect 
was  referred  to  this  City  Council  last  year,  and 
this  Government  has  just  taken  hold  of  it;  and  I 
am  told  that  this  meeting  is  called  for  the  express 
purpose  of  considering  this  subject.  I  can  only 
reiterate  the  sentiments  I  expressed  last  year,  that 
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I  believe  the  whole  town  should  be  annexed,  and 
unless  I  phnll  come  to  a  different  conclusion  than 
that  at  which  I  have  arrived,  as  a  member  of 
the  Lefriphiture  I  shal'  vote  for  the  annexation  of 
the  whole  town  and  against  dividing  it.  If  the 
Blatter  ha.<l  been  properly  placed  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns  by  the  people  of  Boston,  I  think 
that  committee  would  have  been  induced 
to  make  a  different  report  from  what  they 
have  made.  The  report  they  have  made  is  a 
natural  consequence  of  the  testimnoy  that 
was  broujiht  before  them,  and  I  never  saw 
a  case  so  bunprlinnly  managed  as  this  one  of  the 
annexation  of  Bio'okline  to  Boston  has  been.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  can  state  anything  more  than  I 
have  in  this  lov.gh  way.  Wy  friend  asks  what  has 
been  the  cost  of  education  per  scholar,  and  the 
relative  cost  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  de-ire  to 
say,  upon  a  superficial  view  of  the  matter,  that 
no"  town  in  this  Commonwealth  stands  ahead 
of  Erookline  in  iis  educational  matters.  It  has 
never  had  a  steam  fire  engine  till  within  a  few 
years.  I  think  the  affairs  of  the  town  have  been 
managed  wilh  great  discretion,  and  it  would  be  a 
valuabla  adjunct  if  it  were  annexed  to  Boston.  If 
I  had  had  the  honor  of  writing  that  order  I  should 
have  put  it  in  a  different  shape,  but  I  hope  it  will 
pass  tonight,  and  that  no  tangible  objection  will 
be  made  to  it.  I  think  no  reasonable  objection  can 
be  made.  The  matter  will  come  up  for  consideration 
perhaps  tomorrow,  perliaps  at  a  later  day,  and  I 
nope  the  question  will  be  fully  stated  and  discussed 
tonight,  to  that  the  report  of  our  proceedings  here 
may  ca  ry  conviction  with  them.  But  I  hope  the 
matter  will  not  be  passed  upon  hastily,  but  that 
the  proper  arguments  will  be  made,  and  that  gen- 
tlemen will  express  their  views  and  give  sub- 
stantial teas  ons  whv  Brookline  should  or  should 
not  be  annexed  to  Boston. 

Mr.  Minot  cf  Ward  17  (unanimous  permission 
teihg  given,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,) — 
It  is  peifeclly  apparent,  from  what  the  gentleman 
from  AVard  5  has  said,  that  tliis  is  a  scheme  for 
the  annexation  of  the  whole  of  Brookline,  and 
that  this  matter  cf  water  and  the  distance  of 
BrighKni  fiom  Boston  have  been  seized  upon  as 
a  valuable  auxilaiy  to  getting  that  scheme 
through.  I  should  be  most  happy  to  accept  the 
propositions  of  the  two  gentlemen — the  one  favor- 
ing general  annexation  and  the  other  that  it  is 
inexpe.'iient  to  go  beyond  Brookline— and  take 
that  as  the  divided  sentiment  of  the  Council. 
1  speak  mors  strongly  upon  this  subject,  per- 
haps, for  when  I  ask  for  reasons  for  annexation, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  gives  none.  If  he 
were  to  take  stock  in  a  manuf  actuiing  business, 
hewoull  know  the  amount  of  water  power,  the 
funded  debt,  and  everything  appertainina:  to  the 
business  before  he  invested  a  hundred  dollars  in 
it.  He  is  investing  in  something  now  which  af- 
fects the  interests  of  Bo.' ton  directly,  for  all  time, 
in  some  ways,  and  indirectly  in  others,  and  it 
seems  to  me  we  have  no  right  to  pass  upon  this 
question  and  settle  it  definitively,  unless  we  can 
fairly  say  that  we  kr.ow  the  facts  aud  understand 
what  deductiors  to  make. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  he  gentleman  from  Ward 
17  has  refened  to  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  state  statistics  in  order  to  go  into  an 
operation  of  this  kind.  I  have  not  thought  it  nec- 
essary to  do  so,  but  statistics  showing  precisely 
the  situation  of  tlie  town  of  Brookline  have  been 
laid  before  the  Legislature.  Any  quantity  of  sta- 
tistics can  be  shown,  but  I  did  not  suppose  the 
question  would  have  been  debated  in  that  particu- 
lar light  this  evening.  I  always  supposed  it  was 
the  general  feeling  of  the  people  of  Boston,  that 
unless  some  poiitive  objection  were  shown,  Brook- 
line shoul;i  be  annexed;  certainly  any  individ- 
ual who  looks  upon  the  map  and  will  take  the 
pains  to  go  to  the  top  of  this  City  Hall,  will  be 
convinced  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that 
it  is  a  natural  part  of  Boston,  and  that  sooner  or 
later  it  must  be  annexed.  If  it  is  only  a  question 
of  time,  why  rot  do  it  now,  when  the  new  streets 
are  to  be  laia  out  and  can  be  don^,  in  connection  with 
the  city  of  Boston ;  when  the  question  of  a  public 
park  can  be  taken  into  consideration,  not  only  with 
regard  to  Brookline,  but  to  the  recently-annexed 
town  whiih  my  friend  represents.  All  these  mat- 
ters are  coming  more  positively  before  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Boston  since  the  annexation  of 
the  two  towns  and  one  city  last  year  than  ever  be- 
fore. There  is  a  plan  under  con  ideration  now  to 
improve  the  whole  neighborhood  of  Boston  which, 
in  my  judgment,  will  commend  itself  to  every 
man,,\\ Oman  an4  child.  I  hope  no  impediment 
will  be  jplaced  ip  the  wajiflf  this  question  of  an- 


nexation, but  that  all  arguments  against 
it  will  be  brought  forth  and  answered  here.  I  am 
perfectly  aware  that  a  very  large  vote  was  cast  at 
the  last  election  in  Brookline  against  this  project, 
but  I  am  as  well  aware  that  public  opinion  there, 
since  certain  transactions  have  come  to  light,  has  ' 
entirely  changed,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  if  the 
same  bill  were  to  pass  the  Legislature  today  and 
submitted  to  the  people,  a  verj;  large  minority 
certainly — and  I  am  inclined  to  think  a  majority- 
would  vote  in  favor  of  it.  The  subject  of  water 
supply  alone  has  i  aused  a  large  number  of  people 
there  to  favor  annexation,  and  I  have  reason  to 
think  the  change  in  opinion  has  been  very  great. 
Everybody  knows  that  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  voted  in  favor  of  it.  Unless 
there  can  be  some  positive  objections  shown,  I 
think  it  would  be  perfectly  safe  for  the  City  Coun-  ■ 
cil  of  Boston  to  declare  itself  in  favor  of  the  an- 
nexation of  that  whole  town. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  (unanimous  permission  ' 
being  given) — I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
17  has  put  a  slightly  false  color  upon  this 
proposition  by  speaking  of  it  as  a  scheme 
or  job  for  the  annexation  of  Brookline.  Nothing 
was  further  from  the  minds  of  the  committee 
than  that,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Mayor  had  any 
such  thing  in  his  mind,  nor  do  I  think  any 
gentleman  here  would  impute  such  a  motive 
to  him.  I  do  not  think  the  merits  of  the  ques- . 
tion  of  annexing  Brookline  are  strictly  before 
us.  The  Mayor  considers  it  necessary  to  have 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  Brookline  ii  order 
to  have  a  connection  with  Brighton,  outside, 
of  all  the  other  arguments  for  annexation,  but 
1  should  hardly  concur  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  Mayor  that  we  should  have  more  annexa- 
ation.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  17  to  the  fact  that  the  order  does 
not  contemplate  the  annexation  of  Brookline  per 
force,  but  to  submit  it  to  the  people.  It  is  emi- 
nently proper  that  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
should,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  reflect  an, 
opinion  which  was  expressed  by  the  people  at  the 
polls  last  fall. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  meant  no  disrespect 
to  the  Mayor,  although  1  differ  with  him 
in  opinion.  Certainly  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  my  mind  than  to  suppose  that  he  could  be 
implicated  in  any  scheme  of  which  he  was  aware. 
But  I  still  maintain  that  this  movement  has 
been  brought  about  by  a  class  of  persons  whose 
interests  are  very  large  and  whose  influence 
is,  in  consequence,  much  greater  than  that  of 
those  opposed.  I  took  occasion  to  say  that  I 
looked  upon  this  thing  as  a  mania.  Perhaps  I  can. 
illustrate  it  in  a  homely  way.  There  is  a  certain 
amplification  of  ladies'  attire  which  increases  the 
size  and  body  of  their  figure.  Any  man  can 
see  that  it  is  a  natural  adjunct,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  there  is  no  man  in  this  CouncQ 
who  would  dare  to  vote  against  it,  because  public 
opinion  is  in  favor  of  that  natural  adjunct.  This 
thing  is  ephemeral  and  will  pass  away  in  two  or 
three  years,  like  all  other  streams  of  public  oi)in- 
ion,  and  then  we  shall  turn  around  and  look  upon 
both  it  and  the  fashion  in  ladies'  garments  as  fol- 
lies, the  reas<;n  for  which  we  never  could  under- 
stand. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  its  passage,  Mr.  Minot  of  Ward 
17  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered, and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  5C,  nays  1, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Beal,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Butler, 
Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker,  Crowley,  Cushman, 
Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller, 
Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hine,  Jennings, 
Kent,  Kimball,  Long,  Loring,  McCarty,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Shaw,  Sprague,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  Warren,  West,  Wes- 
ton Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 5G. 

Nay — Mr.  Minot— 1.  > 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bearce,  Bleiler,  Cudworth,  Denny,  Hicks,  Hunne- 
well,  Martin,  Moley,  Russell,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Thacher,  Woodward — 15. 

THE  StJBJECT    OF   GEKEBAL    ANNEXATION. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following :    • 
Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil it  is  inexpedient  that  any  bill  for  the  annexa- 
tion, of   more  territory  to  the  city  of   Boston,  ex- 
cept apart  or  the  whole  of  the  town  of  Brookline, 
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should  be  passed  at  the  present  session  of   the 
Leeislature. 

Mr.  Putnam — I  introduce  this  resolve  at  this 
time  because  we  have  just  been  discussing  a  sub- 
ject intimately  connected  with  it.  It  is  offered  as 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  committee  have  found  themselves 
In  somewhat  an  awkward  position  at  the 
State  House,  before  the  Committee  on  Towns, 
not  knowing  what  their  instructions  were, 
or  what  to  do.  They  are  now  acting  under 
an  order  passed  February  28th,  which  au- 
thorizes the  committee  to  examine  and  consider 
all  acts  or  schemes  for  the  annexation  of  more 
territory  to  Boston,  but  it  does  not  say  whether 
they  shall  favor  or  oppose,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  authority  the  committee  have  labored  under  a 
disadvantage.  There  is  a  mania  for  annexation; 
at  least  eight  towns  and  cities  have  petitioned  for 
annexation.  It  is  perfectly  clear  to  the  Council 
that  unless  we  want  the  wholesale  annexation  of 
those  towns  to  Boston  we  must  take  some  steps  to 
prevent  it.  The  problem  of  annexation  on  a 
great  scale  is  a  new  one;  we  have  not  de- 
cided it  fully,  and  have  got  about  as  much 
territory  this  year  as  we  can  attend  to  without  an- 
nexing any  more  besides  Brookline.  The  rate  of 
tax<ition  has  been  increased  very  largely  on  ac- 
count of  annexation.  We  have  not  yet  assimilated 
the  new  territory,  and  they  have  not  tested  it, 
and  this  resolve  is  put  in  as  a  caution  that 
we  do  not  wish  any  more  this  year.  The 
Committee  on  Towns  have  heard  several 
petitions,  but  as  no  position  against  them  has 
been  taken  by  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
matters,  they  will  probably  report  the  bill,  and  we 
know  that  when  a  bill  is  reported  and  submitted 
to  the  people,  annexation  is  half  accomplished. 
It  is  easy  enough  to  get  up  a  furore  about  the  me- 
tropolis spreading  eight  miles  to  the  east  and 
west,  and  to  get  a  vote  annexing  towns  when 
we  are  not  prepared  for  it.  Therefore,  it 
seems  best  for  the  City  Council  to  express 
some  opinion  that  wijl  give  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  some  authority  at  the  State 
House.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  judge  better 
than  the  people  can  of  the  propriety  of  annex- 
ing further  territory,  being  supposed  to  be 
familiar  with  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  able  to  judge  whether  it  would 
be  better  to  take  a  larger  load  upon  our 
shoulders  than  we  have  now.  The  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  are  satis- 
flnd  that  if  a  resolve  of  this  kind  were  to  pass  the 
City  Council,  it  will  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the 
reporting  of  any  bills  which  will  otherwise  be  re- 
ported simply  because  no  one  appears  to  oppose 
them,  and  because  the  petitioners  have  made  out 
a  good  case.  The  committee  would  like  to  hear 
an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21 — Without,  of  course,  hav- 
ing had  much  time  to  reflect  upon  this  resolve,  it 
seems  to  me  at  first  blush  that  it  conflicts  with  the 
sentiments  which  have  been  just  now  advocated 
by  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  I  do  not 
mean  to  express  any  opinion  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  annexation.  I  may  be  in  favor  of  the  an- 
nexation of  more  territory,  or  I  may  not; 
but  I  do  not  believe  in  passing  that  re- 
solve. I  was  quite  content  to  vote  in  favor 
of  the  order  for  the  annexation  of  Brookline,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  that  could  be  put  upon  spe- 
cial grounds — there  is  a  special  emergency.  This 
is  a  different  matter.  From  my  experience  in  a 
place  where  there  has  been  some  excite- 
ment in  regard  to  annexation,  it  is  not  well 
for  any  government  to  commit  itself  for 
or  against  any  such  matter.  It  would  be 
better  for  the  committee  to  consider  the 
jnatter  presented  to  them,  and  let  the  people  de- 
cide the  general  question  for  themselves.  The 
.question  of  annexation  has  no  place  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  in  that  of  any  town.  It  may  be  said 
that  this  is  merely  an  expression  of  the  opinions 
,of  members  of  the  Government;  it  is  a  private 
.opinion,  but  publicly  expressed,  and  will  be 
used  as  an  expression  of  public  opinion. 
I  think  1  have  seen  trouble  arise  from  the  intro- 
duction of  these  matters  into  the  City  Govern- 
ment. It  would  be  better  to  leave  tlie  question 
where  it  has  been  wisely  left  heretofore— with 
those  who  are  free  from  any  politic  1  or  local 
prejudices,  and  therefore  I  am  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolve. 

■  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  am  perfectly  willing 
to  support  this  question  upon  the  issue  rai-ed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Chailestown,  whether  it  is 


good  policy  for  this  City  Government  to  express 
an  opinion  on  this  subject  at  this  time.  I  differ 
from  him.  There  is  a  special  emergency  in  this 
case,  and  it  is  quite  a  serious  emergency.  Suppose 
that  all  these  towns  should  get  bills  and  vote  to  be 
annexed,  and  it  is  quitepossible  that  this  will  be  the 
case.  It  is  quite  as  serious  an  ernergengy  for  this 
Government  to  consider  as  the  police  and  fire- 
alarm  telegraph  to  Brighton.  If  the  towns  them- 
selves have  Fo  much  to  say  in  favor  of  annexa- 
tion, we  should  have  something  to  say  against  it, 
and  frequently  a  word  put  in  in  the  nick  of 
time  will  prevent  the  passage  of  a  bill  which 
will  in  the  end  do  a  great  deal  of  harm,  and  pre- 
vent the  annexation  of  towns  which  we  are  not 
ready  to  have  come  in.  I  will  warrant  that  if 
even  we  pass  this  resolve,  it  will  not  prevent  those 
eight  towns  from  flocking  up  to  the  Legirlature 
next  year  for  an  annexation  bill.  We  can  have 
them  when  we  want  them,  and  may  have  some  of 
them  sooner  than  we  want  them.  I  hope  this  re- 
solve may  pass  in  order  to  put  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  on  better  ground  than  we 
stand  at  present. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  inconsistencies  of  my  friend  from  Ward  1.5, 
when  he  spoke  before  in  reference  to  the  position 
taken  by  my  friend  from  Ward  17,  but  I  am  more 
astonished  now.  Why,  sir,  if  he  had  introduced 
this  resolve  previous  to  the  one  which  came 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  where 
would  that  order  have  stood?  He  comes 
here  and  urges  upon  us  the  necessity  of 
annexing  the  whole  or  part  of  Brookline  to  Bos- 
ton, and  then  he  says,  "thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and 
no  farther"  ;  shutdown  the  bar;  no  more  annex-' 
ation  shall  be  made  to  Boston  with  my  con- 
sent. I  do  not  believe  in  such  doctriue ;  it  is 
not  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Boston, 
and  this  City  Government  will  never,  in  my 
judgment,  proclaim  such  a  sentiment.  Sup- 
pose those  towns  have  asked  to  be  annexed; 
the  Legislative  Committee  on  Towns  are  com- 
petent to  pass  upon  the  question  whether 
they  make  a  good  case  or  not.  Such  a  course  as 
the  gentleman  has  pursued  here  tonight  is  not 
consistent.  The  honjrable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  attends  the  meetings  of  the 
committee  and  stands  there  alone  as  the  sol- 
itary representative  of  the  city  of  Boston;  he 
would  not  stand  here  and  say  that  no  more 
towns  should  be  annexed  to  Boston.  If  he 
does  he  would  not  express  the  sentiments  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  the  feeling  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston.  The  Legislature  is  elected  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  the  city  of  Boston  should 
not  set  herself  up  to  dictate  to  that  body.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  pass  this  order,  we  will  be 
going  far  out  of  our  line  of  duty ;  our  constituents 
have  not  instructed  us  to  come  here  and  favor  or 
object  to  the  annexation  of  new  territory. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  necessary  for  this  large  and  grow- 
ing metropolis  to  control  its  water  front;  that 
has  been  proclaimed  for  years  by  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  Boston,  and  if  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee  on  Towns  they 
shafl  see  fit  to  report  in  favor  of  the  annex- 
ation of  Chelsea,  Winthrop  and  Revere,  it  is 
not  proper  for  us  to  come  here  and  say  that 
they  shall  not  come  in.  It  was  pro- 
posed some  months  ago  that  those  places  should 
be  separated  from  the  county  of  Suffolk,  but  the 
City  (iovernment  arose  in  its  might  and  said  it 
should  not  be,  and  those  towns,  by  a  large 
majority  of  their  voters,  have  asked  to  be 
annexed  to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  city  of  Cam- 
bridge has  a  very  large  petition  before  the  Legis- 
lature for  annexation,  and  even  the  town  of  Hyde 
Park  has  one.  Well,  suppose  they  show  good  rea- 
sons why  they  should  be  annexed ;  is  it  for  the  in- 
terest of  Boston  to  drive  off  those  fiourishing 
cities,  towns  and  villages?  It  would  be  an  out- 
rage if  we  say  that  in  our  judgment  we  opposed 
their  annexation.  I  believe  it  is  none  of  our  business 
except  when  it  comes  directly  before  us  as  it  has 
in  the  case  of  Brookline  tonight.  But  when  we  un-" 
dertake  to  proclaim  here  that  no  more  towns  shall 
be  annexetl  to  Boston  except  Brookline,  we  do  in- 
justice to  ourselves  and  to  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  to  question  the  statement 
that  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  did  not  favor  this  resolution.  I  desire 
to  corroborate  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  that  a  majority  of 
the  committee  do  favor  the  reaolution.    I  think  it 
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is  an  eminently  proper  resolution  to  be  considererl 
by  the  City  Government.  This  matter  of  annexa- 
tion concerns  the  city  of  Boston  as  well  as  these 
suburban  towns  desiring  to  come  into  Boston, 
and  whether  they  make  out  a  prima  facie 
case  or  not,  I  think  the  city  of  Boston 
should  be  heard.  They  seek  annexation 
for  their  own  benefit ;  they  admit  it  in  their  hear- 
ings; they  want  schoolhouses,  streets,  sewerage, 
and  they  state  openly  that  they  want  to  be  an- 
nexed that  Boston  may  pay  for  these  improve- 
ments. This  year  we  have  a  great  increase  of 
taxation,  and  the  principal  reason  given  for  it  is  an- 
nexation:  the  heads  of  a  great  many  departments 
have  hau  their  salaries  raised,  and  when  asked 
the  reason,  it  is  on  account  of  their  increased 
duties  by  reason  of  annexation.  It  therefore 
seems  proper  for  the  City  Government  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  it.  I  am  in  favor  of  annexation, 
but  I  believe  that  to  be  healthy  it  should 
be  gradual  and  should  not  come  all  at  once. 
During  the  past  year  we  have  had  two  towns 
and  one  city  added ;  we  should  now  wait  and  see 
whether  it  is  proper  to  take  in  any  moie  territory. 
Let  us  develop  what  we  have.  Perhaps  it  would 
not  be  well  to  i)ass  this  resolve  thi-  evening,  but  I 
am  ready  to  vote  for  it  when  called  upon. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  this  resolve  will 
either  be  passed  or  rejected  tonight.    As  an  ex- 

Fression  of  opinion  it  should  come  spontaneously, 
know  that  the  City  Solicitor  has  felt  extremely 
solicitous  in  regard  to  his  position  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns ;  he  represents  nobody,  and  to  a 
lawyer  that  is  an  anomalous  position. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  heartily  sympathize 
with  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  the  High- 
lands; the  only  difference  is  this — he  desires  the 
City  Government  to  express  an  opinion  as  a  Gov- 
ernment; I  want  to  leave  it  with  the  peoiJle  and 
the  Legislature  where  it  has  been  left.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  this  is  a  matter  for  very  seri- 
ous thought;  but  I  think  it  is  for  individuals 
rather  than  for  the  Government.  I  would  have 
this  Government  keep  its  skirts  clear  of  all  the 
complications.  Why  should  we  give  an  expression 
upon  this  subject  as  a  Government?  I  cannot  see 
any  possible  good  to  arise  from  it,  but  I  do  see 
much  possible  harm. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  IC — I  entirely  sympathize 
with  the  views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15.  If  I  understand  him  correctly,  it  is  that 
an  expression  of  the  views  of  this  Government 
may  prevent  any  more  annexation  at  this  time. 
Do  I  so  understand  him  ? 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — It  will  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  do  not  understand 
how  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  can  make  a 
difference  between  the  Government  and  individ- 
uals. We  are  here  as  individuals  forming  a  Gov- 
ernment, and  are  bound  to  express  ourselves  on 
any  important  topic.  I  can  see  no  impropriety  in 
placing  ourselves  as  a  Government  upon  record 
against  annexation. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  against  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  City  Council  to 
set  itself  up  in  the  predicament  of  a'dvisiiig  the 
Legislature  not  to  allow  any  more  addition  to  our 
territory.  1  have  attended  the  sessions  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns,  and  have  listened  to  the  argu- 
ments as  late  as  midnight.  Has  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highlands  done  a  tithe  as  much  as  that  ?  A 
large  proportion  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty 
members  of  the  Legislature  come  from  outside  of 
Boston,  and  if  such  a  resolution  as  this  is  passed 
it  will  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  country 
members;  it  will  look  as  if  Boston  sets  her- 
self above  the  whole  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  says,  we  wUl  have  no 
more  of  your  country  towns ;  we  have  got  all  we 
want  of  them.  The  Legislature  will  say  to 
these  towns,  come  in.  Because  why?  Boston 
opposes  you— and  for  no  other  reason,  possi- 
bly. Think  of  ihe  spirit  of  revenge  which  will 
follow  this  dictation  of  Bo  ton  to  the 
whole  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  When 
I  go  to  the  Legislature  and,  in  a  thousand  ways 
besides  annexation,  plead  for  the  interests  of  Bos- 
ton, they  will  say  we  will  not  pass  such  measures, 
because  she  opposes  us  when  we  ask  for  more 
territory  to  be  annexed.  Every  man  knows  the 
natural  prejudices  which  the  country  members 
have  against  the  private  interests  of  Boston  and  it 
is  as  much  as  the  members  from  Boston  can  do  to 
overcome  this  prejudice.  But,  sir,  when  such  a 
matter  is  proposed  as  this  resolve,  how  wiU  it  be 
for  the  interests  of  Boston  when  such  a  resolve  is 
passed  here?    It  is. uncalled  for  now   and   would 


be   prejudicial  to  this  question  of  the  annexation 
of  Brookline  when  it  comes  up  in  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  says  he  has  never  been  instructed,  and 
has  very  properly  refrained  from  urging  any  policy 
before  the  Legislattire.  In  that  he  lias  been  doing 
very  properly.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has 
taken  upon  himself  to  urge  certain  measures, 
and  therein  he  is  justifiecf  by  his  position  in  the 
Legislature.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has 
stated  the  gist  of  the  matter.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  towns  are  urging  this  matter  with 
all  their  might.  The  plan  is  to  obtain  control  of 
the  town  fairly,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  it 
has  been  done  unfairly.  If  our  interests  are 
opposed  to  them  we  have  a  right  to  be 
represented  in  the  Legislature  the  same  as  they 
are.  We  have  just  as  much  right  to  petition 
against  annexation  as  they  hive  to  petition  for  it. 
The  gist  of  the  matter,  to  my  mind,  lies  in  this 
way.  I  have  heard  some  peivons  complaining 
bitterly  that  Boston  was  after  taxes,  and  that  it 
was  proposed  to  annex  Nahant  and  Gloucester  be- 
cause some  wealthy  citizens  of  Boston  lived  there. 
That  is  perfectly  true  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the 
position  of  things  is  this :  For  the  last  half  a  century 
Boston  has  been  in  possession  of  more  concentrated 
wealth  than  any  other  city  in  the  country ;  but  its 
expenses  are  larger  than  any  other  city  in  the 
United  States  ex'-ept  one.  Now,  if  this  concen- 
trated wealth  cannot  be  properly  managed,  what 
can  we  do  with  more?  The  remedy  lies  in  quite 
another  direction.  We  should  never  let  our  ex- 
penses exceeil  our  estimates. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  feel  some  hesitancy  in 
voting  upon  tliis  question  tonight,  and  therefore 
move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table,  but  I  will  with- 
draw to  allow  farther  discussion. 

Mr.  Putnam  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  the  committee  wanted  an  ex])ression  of 
opinion  on  the  subject.  If  the  Council  rejected 
the  resolve  it  will  accomplish  just  as  much  as  was 
intended. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  matter  of  the  annex- 
ation of  these  various  towns  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  last  year,  and  on 
this  subject  of  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  Brook- 
line,  to  get  a  connection  with  Brighton,  thore  were 
two  reports — the  one  from  the  minority  favoring 
the  taking  of  a  larger  portion.  Brookline  having 
voted  against  annexation,  it  seemed  essential  that 
as  small  an  amount  only  should  be  asked  for  as 
woi'ld  accomplish  that  purpose.  I  favored  the  re- 
port at  that  time  because  it  was  argued  that  very 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  favored  it; 
although,  so  far  as  its  being  of  any  practical  con- 
sequence was  concerned,  there  did  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  any  need  of  it.  The  only  practical  benefit 
of  it  would  be  to  Brookline,  because  Boston  would 
have  to  maintain  the  road  and  run  the  risk  of 
damages  upon  it.  But  still  it  was  considered  that 
we  ought  to  have  it  annexed  ;  and  there  being  no 
particular  reason  against  it,  I  favored  it.  After- 
wards a  number  of  citizens  of  Brookline 
came  before  the  committee,  and  said  they 
desired  a  larger  part  of  the  town  to  be 
annexed;  and  the  committee  reported  an 
order  in  favor  of  annexing  just  so  much  as 
those  citizens  desired,  the  main  argument  then 
being  that  the  water  pipes  would  be  brought  with- 
in the  city  proper — not  that  they  would  be  any 
better  in  the  city  than  out,  but  it  was  used  as  an 
argument  and  it  was  thought  better,  on  the  whole, 
to  nave  it  done.  Then  came  the  proposition  for 
setting  off  Chelsea,  Winthrop  and  Revere  trom 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  which  it  was  argued  would 
cause  a  great  complication  of  the  county  affairs. 
Here  is  the  city  of  Boston,  forming  the  greater 
part  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  bearing  the 
entire  expense  on  account  of  an  agreement  made 
many  years  ago,  and  it  was  considered  that,  some- 
how or  other,  that  ought  to  be  done  away  with. 
Then  it  seemed  to  me  that,  while  we  have  charge 
of  the  juries  and  try  cases  from  Chelsea,  Winthrop 
and  Revere  here,  those  places  of  all  others  would 
be  entitled  to  annexation.  But  still  the  commit- 
tee thought  that  they  had  better  go  to  another 
county  rather  than  liave  this  complication  of 
county  affairs  kept  up,  and  so  reported.  It  was 
done  simply  because  it  was  thought  best  to 
put  an  end  to  this  anomalous  sort  of  existence. 
There  was  some  arrangement  made  twenty  years 
ago  that  Boston  should  pay  all  the  county  ex- 
penses, and  that  time  has  expired  sometime  since. 
Now,  it  may  look  to  some  as  if  the  action  of  the 
committee  was  a  little  incongruous,  but  it  was 
not,  for  each  report  was  to  accomplish  a  special 
purpose.    The  people  of    Winthrop  came  before 
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the  committee  and  objected  strongly  to  being  set 
off  to  Middlesex  or  Essex  County,  and  desired  to . 
be  annexed  to  Boston.  The  committee  said,  "We 
will  favor  thnt — all  we  want  to  do  is  to  put  an  end 
to  the  anomalous  state  of  thin,!;;s."  It  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  so  far  as  Winthrop  was  con- 
cerned, that  place  is  certainly  entitled  above  all 
others  to  be  annexe<l  to  Boston.  And  it  is  the 
place  of  all  others  that  Boston  ought  to  have  an- 
nexed, because  it  is  one  of  the  arms  stretching 
down  to  Point  Shirley,  reaching  to  Deer  Island, 
and  embracing  one  side  of  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
ton. It  is  a  jilace  of  gome  seven  or  nine  hun- 
dred acres,  and  it  was  stated  to  the  committee 
that  oiie-fiflh  of  its  territory  belongs  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  Then,  again,  .so  far  as  the 
water  pipes  are  concerned,  if  that  is  to  be  taken 
as  an  argument,  the  water  to  Deer  Island 
runs  entirely  throtigh  th;^  town  of  Wir.throp,  and 
you  cannot  go  to  Deer  Island  by  land  without  go- 
ing througli  Winthrop.  It  is  simply  a  neck  of  land 
separated  f  tom  the  rest  of  the  main  land  by  the 
city  of  Boston ;  it  is  a  part  of  the  harbor  of  Boston 
and  certainly  is  a  place  that  the  city  of  Boston, 
for  the  protection  of  its  harbor,  ought  to  control, 
should  any  emergency  arise  when  s-omething 
should  be  done  in  the  way  of  fortilications.  It  is 
one  of  those  places,  above  all  others,  which  pre- 
sent extraordinary  reasons  for  annexation,  and 
is  needed  more  than  any  other  place  that  has  been 
lately  aimexed.  I  would  rather  see  all  those  places 
put  back  again,  if  possible.  Then  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  form  some  plan  by  which  each  of  these 
town  and  city  governments  should  take  care  of 
their  own  private  interests,  and  to  have  selected 
some  larger  government  to  have  the  management 
of  roads  that  run  from  one  to  the  other,  and  of 
matters  that  appertain  to  them  in  common,  which 
could  have  taken  care  of  all  that  territory,  like 
that  in  the  city  of  London.  Now,we  have  a  com- 
mission to  establish  a  form  of  government,  and  as 
there  is  to  be  a  considerable  tendency  to  annexation 
to  make  the  city  complete,  such  a  place  as  Win- 
throp should  be  annexed  just  as  much  as  Brook- 
line,  because  it  is  a  pait  of  the  harbor  of  Bo-ton 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk.  Although  I  dislike 
this  annexation  and  would  prefer  to  be  back 
where  we  were,  and  then  establish  some  form  of 
government  that  would  take  better  care  of  us  all, 
so  long  as  we  have  rushed  ahead,  it  seems  to  me 
better  that  it  should  not  be  so  slow,  and  then  we 
can  have  this  commission,  that  is  to  establish  this 
form  of  government,  frarae  one  suited  to  the 
whole.  But  the  main  point  I  wish  to  make  is,  to 
call  attention  to  the  peculiar  relations  of  the 
town  of  Winthrop  to  Boston.  The  city  of  Chelsea 
stands  somewhat  so,  but  Winthrop  presents  the 
strongest  case.  There  has  been  some  objection  to 
an  expression  of  opinion  here.  1  do  not  see  that 
the  City  Solicitor  needs  any  instructions,  and 
if  he  has  not  any,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  let  it 
alone.  There  is  another  thing.  There  was  an 
injunction  against  the  town  of  Brookline  pay- 
ing bills  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  itself 
against  division  and  annihilation.  The  ques- 
tion arose  whether  a  town  had  any  business 
to  expend  any  money  for  the  purpose  of 
appealing  before  the  Legislature  and  prevent  the 
putting  of  an  end  to  its  existence.  But  the  Su- 
preme Court  said,  "No,  you  cannotexpend money; 
you  are  a  creature  of  the  Legislature;  that  is  the 
tribunal,  and  if  you  spend  money  it  is  for  the  pur- 
po^e  of  protecting  your  own  municipal  existence." 
Now,  we  are  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion 
opposing;  further  annexation  this  year.  Here  is  a 
resolution  on  this  great  and  broad  principle,  and 
you  are  asked  to  vote  upon  that  question,  and  thus 
perhaps  shut  out  every  ca'-e,  when  there  may  be 
cases — I  have  submitted  good  reasons  for  one — in 
which  annexation  would  be  desirable.  These  are 
the  views  of  one  who  has  never  been  particularly 
in  favor  of  annexation.  I  think  we  who  live  in 
the  older  portion  of  the  city  have  reason  to 
be  opposed  to  annexation,  because  we  have 
found  that  while  we  could  get  nothing,  those 
towns  which  have  just  come  in  have  had 
more  money  spent  on  them  in  streets  and  im- 
provements ihan  the  entire  amount  of  income  de- 
rived from  those  places  by  taxes.  We  felt  sore 
about  it,  and  not  without  some  reason.  But  I  op- 
pose this  resolution,  becaase  cases  might  arise 
where  we  should  vote  for  annexation. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— In  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12, 1  would  state  that  as  the  re- 
solve was  originally  drawn  the  little  town  of  Win- 
throp was  also  excepted,  and  the  only  reason  it 
■was  stricken  out  was  because  the  committee  last 
year  had  not  expressed  itself  in  favor  of  it. 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  can  only  caution  th 
Council  against  any  such  rash  action  as  is  contcm 
plated  in  this  resolve.  I  hope  the  better  sense 
and  jmlgment  of  the  Council  will  vote  this  resolu- 
tion down.  It  is  wholly  out  of  place,  and  not  r&r 
quired,  and  I  think  it  will  be  preiudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Although  I  agree  with 
the  sentiment  of  the  resolution,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  best  to  vote  upon  it  tonight.  Undoubt- 
edly the  minds  of  gentlemen  are  not  made  up  up- 
on It.  I  will  therefore  renew  the  motion  that  it 
lie  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  make  a  statement 
which  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  in  justice  to  my- 
self. It  will  not  be  forgotten  that  in  the  mon*h  of 
February  I  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Wilson's  Hotel  property  in  Brigh- 
ton. That  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
able  committee,  who  reported.  I  have  before  me 
the  record  of  that  committee.  [Mr.  Shaw  read 
from  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  Feb. 
12th  and  19th.  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that 
the  papers  relating  to  the  transfer  of  the  property 
appeared  to  be  correct  and  in  legal  form,  and 
also  his  own  remarks  on  the  subject.]  Now,  Mr. 
President,  when  I  first  called  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  this  subject,  I  had  reason  to  believe 
that  there  was  something  behind  it  all,  tliat  the 
title  to  that  property  was  not  a  ^ood  one.  I  did 
not  so  state,  however.  I  stated  that  there  were 
reasons  which  impelled  me  to  the  course  which  I 
bad  taken,  and  which  I  did  not  think  it  was  proper 
to  state  to  the  Council.  I  was  infonned  that  pre- 
vious to  that  time  that  property  was  under  attach- 
ment. I  did  not  desire  to  say  that  here  to  the 
Council  then,  and  I  know  I  was  somewhat  laughed 
at  and  censured  for  the  course  I  had  taken — per- 
haps for  the  reason  that  I  did  not  pursue  the  mat- 
ter at  that  time.  A  few  days  since  1  took  occasion 
to  go  with  a  gentleman  from  Boston  perfectly  fa- 
miliar with  the  matter  of  titles,  and  1  made  a  very 
careful  examination  of  the  records  at  East  Cam- 
bridge. I  found  that  my  suspicions  were  entirely 
correct;  that  upon  the  22d  of  April,  1872,  every 
particle  of  the  real  estate  of  George  A.  Wilson  in 
Brighton  was  attached  for  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  that  attachment  had  not 
then  been  withdrawn.  And  it  was  never 
withdrawn  until  after  I  myself  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  City  Auditor, 
the  City  Treasurer  and  the  City  Solicitor  to  the 
fact.  And  yet  the  city  of  Boston  had  received 
that  real  estate  from  the  town  of  Brighton  and 
come  under  an  obligation  to  pay  $75,000  for  it, 
when  the  town  had  no  title  to  it.  This  is  a  matter 
of  history  and  the  records  show  it.  That  was  the 
chief  reason  which  impelled  me  to  make  that 
statement  to  the  Council  on  the  12th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, for  which  I  have  been  censured  in  certain 
?uarters.  I  leave  it  to  the  Council  to  say  whether 
did  or  did  not  do  my  duty.  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
city  was  under  obligation  to  pay  a  note  of  S75,000 
on  the  first  day  of  May  for  real  estate  to  which  it 
had  no  title,  and  which  bad  remained  so  while  m 
possession  of  the  town  of  Brighton.  I  feel 
called  upon  to  state  this  in  justice  to  my- 
self and  my  associates  in  the  Council  be- 
cause I  will  never  make  any  statement  to 
this  Council  which  I  cannot  support.  I  felt 
then  that  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  refrain 
from  going  farther  in  order  that  the  parties  might 
free  themselves  from  the  load  they  were  carrying 
and  do  justice  to  the  town  of  Brighton  and  the 
city  of  Boston.  1  wish  to  state  here  that  the  gen- 
tlemen representing  the  town  of  Brighton  here 
were  wholly  unaware  of  the  state  of  things  as  they 
existed,  and  were  astonished  when  they  heard  it. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  pardon  me  for  making  this 
statement,  because  I  hope  they  will  always  do  me 
the  justice  to  admit  that  whatever  I  have  done  in 
this  case  was  what  I  believed  to  be  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city.  When  I  made  the  statement 
which  I  did  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Solicitor  they 
were  perfectly  confounded,  and  co'uld  not  at  first 
believe  the  facts.  I  do  not  wish  longer  to  remain 
under  the  imputation  of  saying  anything  that  I 
cannot  support. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  the 
matter  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  in  regard  to 
this  piece  of  property  is  concerned,  it  was  prop- 
erty which  had  been  bought  by  and  been  convey- 
to  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  then  by  annexation 
it  became  the  property  of  Boston.    The  only  ques-. 
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tion  t^at  was  raided  at  thot  tim^  was  whethsr  the 
proceedings  of  the  town  of  Brip'hton  were  of  such 
a  character  that  the  subject  of  buying  the  prop- 
erty could  be  entertained,  and  the  only  matter 
referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  was  the  regularity  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  town,  and  so  far  as  the  title 
to  the  property  is  concerned,  that  belonged  to  the 
town  of  lirighton  to  look  after.  The  question  is, 
whose  proof  rty  that  wa-,  an-l  who  was  to  take 
charge  of  it,  and  not  wnelh?r  it  was  subject  to  in- 
cumbrances or  attachments. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  regret  that  I  did  not  say 
that  I  made  no  charce  against  the  authorities  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  Tne  only  question  in  consider- 
ing tha"t  question  was  whe.her,  if  the  party,  after 
giving  this  deed  should  have  been  found  insol- 
vent, the  city  would  not  have  Inst  that  $75,030. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  order 
fr-,m  ihe  Aldermen  auttiori/ing  ihe  (  onunittee  on 
NortUampton-stieet  District  to  contract  with 
Ihineas  E.  Gay  lo  fill  up  said  diftiict,  was  taken 
up,  and  af  cer  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr.  Train,  in 
reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Sweetser  of  AVard  10, 
parsed,  under  a  f-uspeiision  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
cf  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

ELECTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election  for  Director  of  Public 
Institutions. 

Messrs.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  Davis  of  Ward  14,  and 
Dacey  of  Ward  20,  were  appointed  a  committf  e  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  successively  re- 
ported as  follows : 

First  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  choice 29 

W.L.  Prescott 15 

W.  K.  Bicknell 15 

George  P.  Baldwin 25 

George  P.Morgan 1 

Second  Ballot. 
Whole  number  of  votes 63 


Necessary  to  a  choice 97 

G.P.Baldwin o\" 

W.E.  Bicknell in 

W.  L.Prescott 19 

G.P.Morgan .'.'.'.".'.".'.'.'.  \ 

Third  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes  54 

Necessary  to  a  choice ...'. 9a 

W.L.Prescott oi 

W.E.  Bicknell .'...'. g 

Geo.  P.  Baldwin ofi 

Geo.  P.  Morgan '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  \ 

Fourth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes ee 

Necessary  to  a  choice 90 

W,  L.  Proscott 09 

W.E.Bicknell 3 

George  P.  Baldwin 30 

GeorgeP.  Morgan '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  1 

And  Mr.  Baldwin  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election  for  Directors  of  East 
f^J^r""!^*^'"®®-  Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Wilbur 
of  Ward  9  and  Minot  of  Ward  17  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  the  votes.  Thev 
reported  as  follows :  ' 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  to  a  choice 97 

William  WooUey 33 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins ...'.'.'.'..'..'.'. ...W 

And  Mr.  Woolley  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

BEPOBT  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Sr*l°V?^"^^*°  nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  Report  recommending  the 
election  of  George  L.  Burt  and  Henry  Barber  as 
irustees  at  Large  for  two  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    6,    1874. 


Tlie  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMEKTS  CONFIBMED. 

rire  Commission— Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  for  three 
years. 

Special  pelicemen,  -without  pay— S.  S.  Knowles, 
and  forty  others  (reappointed),  for  various  sec- 
tions of  the  city. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  BEFEBRED. 

To  the  Commute  on  Seiveis.B.  F.  Beane  et  als, 
that  a  common  sewer  be  constructed  through  La 
Grange  place,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Cotnmon,  on  the  xiart  of 
the  Board.  A.  T.  Rowe,for  leave  to  cut  down  two 
trees  at  49  Forest  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavi7ig.  Boston  &  Provi- 
denc3  Railroad  Co.  and  other  property  owners 
and  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Park  square,  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  authorized  to 
unite  M'ith  them,  on  behalf  of  the  city,  in  making 
suitable  provisions  for  the  purpose  of  watering 
the  streets  in  that  vicinity  during  the  ensuing 
season. 

Mrs.  James  Coughlin,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Dorchester  avenue.  Ward  16. 

Andrew  Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  142  Cabot  street. 

John  and  Martin  F.  Mulligan,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  at  146  Cabot  street. 

H.  A.  Campbell,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
136  Cabot  street. 

Boston  Exchange  Co.  et  al.,  that  Exchange 
place  be  paved  with  wood. 

John  F.  (iood  and  201  others,  Holt  &  Fowler  and 
163  others,  residents  and  abutters  on  Harrison 
avenue  and  Albany  street,  that  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  order  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  establish  a  line  of  cars  over  their  tracks 
on  said  avenue  and  street,  or  take  up  their  tracks. 

Jacob  P.  Power  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  H 
street,  from  Fourth  to  Sixth  street. 

Alexander  Mann  et  al.,  that  gutters,  etc.,  be 
paved  on  Milk  street,  Charlestown. 

Ebenezer  BuUard,  that  Pearl  street,  Ward  16,  be 
put  in  order. 

Patrick  Maguire,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  in  front 
of  Nos.  195,  197,  199,  201,  203  Hampden  street, 
Ward  13. 

Peter  Curley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
324  Ruggles  street. 

Francis  Brown  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  from  Waltham 
street,  and  that  the  street  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks  from  the  schoolhouse  to  Treniont  street. 

Thomas  Foye,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Western  street,  Nos.  11  and  13. 

Johanna  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  48  and  50  Regent  street. 

Henry  Conroy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Weston  street. 

Samantha  Horn,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  145  Ruggles  street. 

James  L,.  Mills  &  Sons,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoist- 
ing beam  at  513  and  519  Commercial  street. 

Augustus  Parker  et  a?.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Blue-Hill  avenue,  between  Seaver  and  Canterbury 
streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Boston 
Water  Power  Company,  assignees  of  N.  C.  Mun- 
son,  for  the  payment  of  an  instalment  of  contract 
with  the  city  for  the  construction  of  Back-Bay 
streets. 

To  the  Joint  Comynittee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  John  A.  Parks  et  al.,  that  the  city  would 
bear  a  part  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Central 
and  Maverick  squares. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  G.  Stoddard  et  al.,  remonstrance 
against  erection  of  stable  by  J.  R.  Worcester,  on 
Ottawa  street. 

Henry  Crane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twenty  horses,  on  Washington  street. 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Proprietors  of 
John  H.  Murray  Circus,  for  a  license  to  give  exhi- 
bitions in  the  city  proper  and  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts in  May  and  June. 


Christopher  Russell,  for  hack  stand  on  Devon- 
shire street,  near  Milk  street. 

To  the  Com.mittee  on  Public  Lands:  Nathan 
Robbins,  for  the  removal  of  certain  restrictions  on 
certain  estates  in  South  Market  street. 

Stanley  Gore  et  al.,  for  an  abatement  of  a  por- 
tion of  their  rent  for  wharf  on  City  Hospital  lands. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction:  D.  C. 
Eddy  et  al.  and  WUliam  Ellison  etal.,  for  the  loca- 
tion of  a  primary  and  grammar  school  building 
in  the  Vicinity  of  Stoughton  street  and  Howard 
avenue. 

THE  APPROPBIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  regular 
order  of  proceedings  was  suspended,  and  the 
Board  took  from  the  table  the  order  relating  to 
the  specific  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1874-75,  with  the  amendment  to  insert  "Grammar 
Schoolhouse  site,  Everett  District,  Ward  16,  $20,- 
000,"  and  an  amendment  to  order  laying  a  specific 
tax  to  correspond. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  communica- 
tion : 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council:  Gentlemen — 
The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent 
that  the  orders  making  the  specific  appropria- 
tions for  the  financial  year  1874-5,  based  upon  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts'  estimates,  and  providing  for 
a  tax  to  meet  the  same,  having  been  laid  upon  the 
table  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  a  meeting  held 
on  Friday  last  for  information  respecting  the 
State  tax,  I  beg  to  communicate  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, in  view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  action  that 
will  be  taken  by  the  State  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  the  tax,  a  recommendation  that  the 
amount  of  $802,120  for  State  tax  be  stricken  out 
of  the  order  making  the  specific  appropria- 
tiuns,  and  that  the  order  levying  a  tax  be 
amended  by  striking  out  therefrom  in  the 
title  the  words,  "also  to  pay  the  State  tax," 
and  from  the  order,  "also  the  tax  assessed  by  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1874." 
The  amount  of  tax  which  will  be  levied  upon  the 
city  of  Boston  by  the  State  will  be  raised  by  the 
Assessors  upon  a  warrant  direct  from  the  State 
authorities  to  them,  and  the  amount  so  assessed 
will  be  collected  and  paid  by  the  City  Treasurer  to 
the  State  Treasurer,  with  the  amount  of  $802,120 
for  the  State  tax  omitted  from  the  order  making 
the  specific  appropriations,  together  with  the 
amendment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  fixing  the 
amount  for  a  site  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse, 
Everett  District,  Ward  16,  at  $20,000,  instead  of 
$30,000,  as  placed  by  the  Common  Council,  the 
total  appropriations  would  stand  $13,645,113,  and 
the  order  levying  a  tax,  if  the  above  suggestion  is 
adopted,  should  read  $11,243,751,  instead  of  the 
sum  as  now  stated  therein,  that  being  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  less  the  estimated  revenue 
with  the  percentage  for  non-payment  of  taxes 
witliin  the  financial  year,  added.  Respectfully 
submitted,  Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Auditor. 
The  communication  was  sent  down. 
Alderman  Stebbins — For  the  reasons    stated  in 
the  communication  just  read,  I  move  that  amend- 
ments therein  proposed  be  made  to  the  Appropria- 
tion bill. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  amendments 
were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  to 
lay  a  specific  tax  for  the  ensuing  financial  year 
was  amended  to  correspond  with  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Auditor,  making  the  total  amount 
$11,243,751  instead  of  the  sum  previously  fixed,  and 
striking  out  from  the  order  the  words  "also  the 
tax  assessed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts for  the  year  1874,"  and  from  the  title  to  said 
order  the  words  "and  to  pay  the  State  tax." 

The  question  was  then  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Harris  —  Will  the  gentleman  state 
wherein  an  exigency  arises  for  us  to  pass  this  or- 
der today. 

Aldernian  Stebbins — If  1  understand  the  law,  it 
is  that  we  are  obliged  to  levy  this  tax  before  the 
first  day  of  May.  The  action  of  the  Legislature 
may  largely  increase  this  amount.  If  the  law  for 
a  quarter  of  a  mill  school  tax  is  passed,  it  will  in- 
crease the  amount  of  State  tax  to  be  raised  by 
Boston  $200,000,  or  if  the  State  Prison  is  not  built 
it  will  decrease  the  amount  first  estimated.  For 
the  next  two  months  it  will  be  impossible  to  deter- 
mine what  the  State  tax  will  be. 

Alderman  Harris — I  wanted  to  know  the  neces- 
sitv  of  passing  this  bill  today. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  know  any  necest 
sity  for  passing  it  today,  but  it  is  necessary  that  i- 
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should  be  passed  before  the  first  day  of  May,  and 
it  is  not  jirobable  that  the  LcKishiture  will  comr 
pletr  its  legislation  for  the  next  two  or  three 
months.  The  Auditor  has  been  very  careful  in 
the  figures  he  has  given  to  us  this  afternoon. 

The  Chairman— The  object  of  the  amendment 
is  to  leave  out  of  the  Apprepriation  bill  the  entire 
State  tax.  The  Auditor  is  present  and  will  answer 
any  questions  that  any  member  of  the  Board  may 
desire  to  ask  him. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  the  Alderman  will  give 
a  good  reason  why  it  should  be  laid  over  till  next 
week,  I  shall  make  no  objection. 

Alderman  Harris — I  should  like  to  be  more  fa- 
miliar with  the  amount  it  is  intended  to  appropri- 
ate than  it  is  possible  to  be  by  following  the 
Chairman  as  he  read  the  figures. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  to  levy  a  tax  as 
amended.  Alderman  Harris  waived  his  objections 
and  the  orders  were  both  passed. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  a  hearing  of  all  parties 
opposed  to  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Sterling 
street,  between  Westminster  street  and  Shawmut 
avenue ;  and  for  a  sewer  in  Elmwood  street ;  in 
Washington  street,  between  Elmwood  and  Pyn- 
chon  streets,  and  in  Pynchon  street,  between 
Washington  and  Centre  streets,  came  up  by  spe- 
cial assignment,  and  there  being  no  objection  the 
subjects  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

THE     HIGHLAND     STREET      RAILWAY      IN      COURT 
STREET. 

The  petition  of  Highland  Street  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  location  in  Court  street,  and  connections 
with  tracks  of  the  Metroijolitan  Railroad  on 
Washington  and  Tremont  streets,  came  up  by 
special  assignment. 

Mr.  Clarke,  counsel  for  the  Highland  road,  said 
this  petition  was  presented  as  supplementary  to 
the  one  heard  last  Monday;  grave  doubts  existed 
as  to  whether  the  location  granted  five  years  ago 
to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  can  be 
used,  and  that  (luestion  is  now  being  tested  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  best  plan  would  be  to  recom- 
mit the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Mr.  Gaston,  counsel  for  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road, thought  the  petitioners  did  not  know  what 
they  want ;  their  track  must  be  either  in  Coruhill 
or  Court  street,  not  both.  This  application  is  part 
and  parcel  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Clarke  Ci^ntended  that  there  were  two  dis- 
tinct propositions,  although  the  location  in  Court 
street  must  depend  in  a  measure  upon  the  result 
of  the  petition  to  run  their  cars  round  the  circuit. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

METROPOLITAN     RAILROAD     AND     SHAWMUT 
AVENUE. 

•  The  petition  of  Metropolitan  RaUroad  Company 
for  leave  to  use  tracks  of  the  Highland  Street 
Railroad  Company  on  Shawmut  avenue  and  AVash- 
ington  street,  was  next  considered,  by  special  as- 
signment. 

Mr.  Jewell,  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, thought  it  would  be  better  to  consider  this 
petition  and  that  of  the  Highland  road  to  run 
their  cars  through  CornhiU  together,  to  save 
time. 

.  Mr.  Clarke  objected,  contending  that  the  two 
subjects  were  entirely  separate,  and  the  other  one 
had  been  assigned  for  a  later  hour.  He  read  the 
petition  of  Samuel  1).  Crane  and  1773  others,  resi- 
dents of  Shawmut  avenue,  protesting  against  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  road. 
This  petition  is  signed  by  every  resident  on  Shaw- 
mut avenue  but  two. 

Mr.  Jewell  did  not  insist  upon  his  proposition. 
This  petition  is  filed  to  meet  a  demand  of  the 
people  of  that  part  of  the  Highlands  where  their 
cars  do  not  run.  The  time  of  running  cars  through 
Washington  street  to  the  Tremont  House  is  from 
five  to  seven  minutes  longer  than  it  would  be 
through  Shawmut  avenue.  There  is  at  least  one 
ear  a  minute  now  running  through  Washington 
Street,  each  of  which  takes  up  and  sets  down  pas- 
sengers on  the  way  and  each  car  is  in  the  way  of 
the  other.  The  Highland  people  desire  to  get  into 
Boston  as  quick  as  they  can,  and  they  ask  that 
their  cars  from  Bartietc  street  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  be  brought  in;o  the  city  by  the 
shortest  route.  The  counsel  on  th?  other*  side 
suggested  last  week  that  the  street  di<l  not  belong 
to  any  one;  he  admitted  that  and  thought  the 
people  of  the  Highlands  were  entitled  to '  be 
brought  into  the  city  without  detention. 


Mr.  Clarke  said  there  were  four  main  streets  be- 
tween Tremont  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  inclu- 
sive, a'ul  on  three  of  these  the  Metropolitan  had 
their  tracks.  The  track  on  Harrison  avenue 
has  not  been  used  for  a  year.  Mr.  Clarke,  as  illus- 
trating his  view  of  the  case,  read  the  story  of  Na- 
than's rebuke  to  David  for  his  conduct  in  securing 
the  wife  of  Uriah. 

Mr.  Gaston  said  he  came  to  appeal  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Board,  and  not  to  make  attempts  at 
wit;  not  to  sneer  at  any  other  road,  but  as  a  prac- 
tical man  to  talk  upon  the  question  which  the 
Legislature  had  submitted  to  the  Board.  He 
quoted  Mr.  Clarke's  theory  that  no  corporation 
had  a  vested  right  in  any  street.  The  ditference 
between  the  two  applications  is  this,  the  Highland 
asks  to  go  over  a  thoroughfare  which  is  crowded, 
and  the  Metropolitan  wishes  to  go  over  one  that  is 
not  crowded.  He  knew  from  experience  in  City 
Hall  that  there  was  not  much  dependence  to  be 
placed  upon  petitions.  The  granting  of  their 
application  would  not  injure  the  Highland  road. 

Mr.  Merrm,  president  of  the  Highland  Railway, 
explained  the  effect  and  object  "of  the  General 
Horse-Railroad  bUl,  which  was  not  to  allow  the 
cars  of  diflerent  companies  to  run  over  trunk 
lines.  The  Highland  Railway  do  not  want  to  run 
over  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  in  Cornhill  if 
the  Board  will  show  some  other  way  they  can 
carry  their  passengers  where  they  want  to 
go.  Every  abutter  on  the  line  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan from  Dudley  street  to  Egleston 
square  petitioned  them  last  year  to  use  that 
route,  but  they  would  not  because  the  Metropoli- 
tan had  a  track  there.  If  tue  Metropolitan  can 
show  an  exigency  for  this  petition,  the  Highland 
will  not  object.  The  object  of  the  Horse-RaUroad 
bill  IS  to  give  equal  rights  to  all,  but  it  does  not 
allow  the  use  of  main  tracks  by  other  companies. 
The  Metropolitan  would  have  a  much  nearer 
route  to  the  city  proper  by  coming  down  Harrison 
avenue. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

The  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  run  ears  as  far  south  as  Boyls- 
ton  street,  was  next  considered. 

Mr.  Child  for  the  Middlesex,  and  Mr.  Jewell  for 
the  Metropolitan,  stated  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  made  for  one  line  of  the  Middlesex  cars  to 
run  to  Boylston  street,  at  the  rate  of  one  in  five 
minutes,  and  they  had  agreed  that  the  matter 
should  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, which  was  so  ordered  by  the  Board. 

THE  HIGHLAND  CARS  AND  THE  CIRCUIT. 

The  petition  of  the  Highland  Street  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  tracks  on  Blue-Hill 
avenue,  and  to  run  cars  as  far  north  as  CornhiU, 
was  next  considered. 

Mr.  Jewell,  for  the  Metropolitan,  called  atten- 
tention  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  circuit, 
so  called,  which  may  be  divided  into  four  divisions, 
1st,  beginning  at  the  Tremont Hous<=,  where  a  part 
of  the  Metrepolitan  cars  switch  off,  through  Corn- 
hiU and  Washington  street  to  Temple  place,  over 
which  the  Metropolitan  cars  make  515  trips,  the 
South  Boston  300  trips,  making  820  in  all,  or  68 
cars  an  hour,  something  more  than  a  car  a  min- 
ute, and  this  is  from  7  A.  M.  to  7  P.  M.,  the  trips 
before  and  after  those  hours  being  not  included. 

From  4  to  7  P.  M.  there  is  a  larger  average.  The 
number  of  cars  running  through  Washington 
street  between  Temple  place  and  Boylston  street 
is— 514  Metropolitan,  300  South  Boston,  20<j  High- 
land ;  in  all  1026  trips  from  Temple  place  to  Boyl- 
ston street,  or  85  cars  an  hour.  If  the  Middlesex 
is  allowed  to  make  144  trips,  the  whole  number 
will  be  1170,  or  97  cars  per  hour,  or  one  every  37  sec- 
onds. 

The  next  division  is  between  Temple  ■  place, 
where  the  Higliland  cars  run  into  Washington 
street,  and  the  Tremont  House.  Between  7  A.M. 
and  7  P.  M.  the  Metropolitan  cars  mn  1369  trips 
northward  from  Temple  place  to  the  Tremont 
House,  and  of  that  number  595  switch  off  to 
go  back,  so  that  1964  cars  pass  Park  street 
between  those  hours,  making  an  average  of 
163  an  hour.  Adding  the  Highland  cars 
and  you  have  2170,  or  180  per  hour,  or  three  cars 
per  luniute  for  tu  elve  ho.urs  in  the  dav.  Mr.  Jew- 
ell :;hen  showed  by  figures  that  the  time  of  each 
trip  had  been  increased  by  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired to  make  the  trips,  and  thao  there  had  been 
on  this  account  a  reduction  of  a  trip  a  day  from 
each  car  on  sever;il  lines. 
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Mr.  Jewell  then  called  the  foUowm;»-nained  wit- 
nesses :  ' 

Police-officer  Wentworth,  who  is  stationed  at 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Summer  streets, 
stated  that  theie  are  frequent  blocks  in  the  street 
caused  by  the  great  number  of  cars.  There  are 
sometimes  fifteen  or  twenty  a  day ;  a  large  portion 
of  them  are  reported  to  the  Chief  of  Police;  the 
cars  run  very  close  together;  have  seen  a  block 
from  Temple  place  to  the  Old  South;  since  they 
go  down  Summer  street  there  is  less  difficulty. 
(To  Mr.  Clarke)— Do  not  think  a  Highland  street 
car  would  make  more  trouble  than  a  Metropolitan 
car. 

Officer  "West,  who  is  stationed  on  the  corner  of 
Tremont  and  Winter  streets,  t-tated  that  the  cars 
are  often  blocked  both  ways  for  more  than  an 
hour  and  a  half,  so  that  the  passage  of  the  cars  is 
vei-y  flow;  these  blocks  occ(ur  every  day,  and 
sometimes  it  is  impossible  for  a  team  to  get  up 
Park  str.'et  without  going  by  it.  (To  Mr.  Clarke)— 
If  the  cars  did  not  stop  at  the  Tremont  House  and 
switch  off  they  would  not  block  up  so  much.  (To 
Mr.  Jewell)— in  that  case  the  block  would  be 
greater  on  Washington  street;  there  is  a  third 
more  travel  on  Tremont  street  than  before  the 
widening.  (To  Alderman  Cutter) — The  regulation 
is  fifty  feet  apart  for  teams,  and  it  could  not  be 
enforced. 

Officer  Coombs  of  Station  Four  stated  that  in 
his  judgment  there  are  as  many  cars  on  the  >street 
now  as  can  conveniently  run,  but  if  there  were 
more  they  could  be  got  through.  Blocks  occur 
fifteen  or  twenty  times  a  day ;  he  is  much  occu- 
pied in  relieving  travel.  The  "travel  is  very  bad  on 
Chauucy  street,  and  blocks  occur  there  often. 
Blocks  on  Washington  street  continue  half  an 
hour,  and  are  very  frequent.  The  teams  often 
cause  blocks,  and  the  time  of  travel  from 
Cornhill  to  Boylston  street  is  very  long.  (To 
Mr.  Clarke) — When  there  is  a  block,  evei-y- 
thing  is  at  a  standstill.  About  five  hours  on  par- 
ticular days  travel  is  at  a  standstill  on  account  of 
these  blocks.  Could  not  state  whether  there  were 
any  blocks  last  Saturday  or  Friday ;  and  there  was 
a  block  there  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  this 
forenoon  about  eleven  o'clock,  while  the  cars  were 
running  down  Summer  street — though  it  may  have 
been  later  than  that,  after  he  had  got  through  at 
Mr.  Jewell's  office.  The  cars  were  running  on 
Summer  street  this  morning,  but  he  diil  not  know 
'  that  they  changed  after  half-pa.st  ten. 

Officer  Dyer,  who  is  stationed  at  Tremont  and 
Court  streets,  said  blocks  frequently  occur  there ; 
they  rarely  get  blocked  in  Cornhill,  for  few  teams 
go  there.  (To  Mr.  Clarke) — Sometimes  blocks  are 
caused  by  teams  swinging  across  the  tracks,  but 
not  always;  if  the  cars  were  kept  the  regulation 
distance  apart  there  would  be  no  more  blocks. 
He  would  not  care  to  have  twenty-five  or  thirty 
more  per  hour  to  look  after. 

Officer  Carson,  stationed  at  Tremont  and  School 
streets,  said  he  reported  from  three  to  eight 
blocks  a  day,  and  only  the  worst  ones ;  they  con- 
tinue from"  ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  (To  Mr. 
Clarke.)— He  was  formerly  stationed  in  Dock 
square,  where  there  were  frequent  blocks  of  heavy 
teams,  which  were  harder  to  get  out  than  cars. 

George  O.  Baker,  Clerk  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  South  Boston  Railroad,  thought  the  circuit 
vei-y  much  more  crowded  than  formerly.  In  1872 
the  Bay  View  line  made  eight  or  nine  trips  daily  ; 
now  they  run  but  seven.  Dorchester  street  for- 
merly eleven,  now  nine ;  cars  from  the  office  for- 
merly nine,  now  eight.  The  increased  business  on 
the  cir'cuit  has  caused  this  decrease  in  trips  by 
lengthening  each  trip,  substantially  losing  one  trip 
a  day  per  car.  He  is  on  the  line  evei-j'  day,  and  sees 
blocks  every  day.  The  efl:ect  of  adding  two  hun- 
dred cars  a  day  to  the  circuit  would  diminish  the 
number  of  trips  per  day  of  each  car.  From  Boyl- 
ston street  to  Cornhill  they  have  to  go  in  a 
walk  the  greater  poition  of  the  way,  and 
it  is  perhaps  worse  on  Washington  "street. 
Between  Temple  place  and  Boylston  street  is 
much  the  worst  part  of  the  route.  (,To  Mr.  Clarke) 
— The  time  of  the  roundtrip  was  55  minutes,  and 
now  it  is  1.15  or  1.20.  On  the  Point  line  at  nine  trips 
the  time  was  1.30,  and  now  is  1.45,  and  ought  to 
be  more.  On  the  Bay  View  line  1.22  was  allowed 
•for  each  of  ten  trips,  and  now  it  is  1.48.  Thelcars  re- 
main at  the  station  a  very  short  time  when  the 
streets  have  been  blocked.  This  time  includes 
both  the  running  anil  Waiting  time.  The 
running  time  to  Beach  and  Washington 
street  is  the  .  same  as  it  always  has 
been.  The  difference  is  due  to  the  time  taken 
in  going  round  the  circuit.    The  time   that  should 


be  allowed  to  go  round  the  circuit  is  twenty-two 
minutes ;  now  it  takes  from  fifteen  to  twenty"  min- 
utes additional.  After  leaving  Beach  stre"et  the 
horses  often  have  to  walk  all  the  way  round.  The 
reason  for  less  trips  was  not  becaus'e  the  men  and 
horses  were  overworked;  they  have  about  the 
same  number  of  hours  at  work. 

Mr.  Prescott,  roadman  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road, said  he  found  blocks  dozens  of  times  a  day, 
some  continuing  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  The 
cars  go  practically  on  the  circuit  on  a  slow  walk. 
They  have  to  take  half  an  hour  to  get  round  the 
circuit  now  travel  has  increased.  (To  Mr.  Clarke.)— 
There  are  more  blocks  where  there  are  more  cars 
and  teams  and  where  more  people  want  to  go.  He 
did  not  see  any  other  way  of  getting  the  people 
into  the  business  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Starkweather  said  the  Metropolitan  Rail-  • 
road  allowed  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes  Ion  ger 
per  trip,  and  it  takes  a  trip  oil  each  ear;  he  sees 
blocks  in  the  street  every  day.  He  substanti- 
ated the  previous  statements  of  Mr.  Jewell 
in  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  time 
allowed  cars  to  make  ^eparate  trips.  The 
running  at  the  end  of  Temple  place  is 
much  easier  when  the  Highland  cars  go  easterly 
through  Temple  place.  (To  Mr.  Clarke) — They 
have  added  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  to  the 
time  of  the  Koifolk-Hoiise  cars  ;  but  the  time  va- 
ries according  to  the  hour  of  the  day ;  about  6  P. 
M.  they  allow  about  an  hour  and  a  half;  the  High- 
land cars  ilo  not  make  more  trouble  than  the  South 
Boston. 

Mr.  Humphrey,  trackmaster  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad,  said  travel  had  about  doubled;  the 
blocks  on  1  he  circuit  occur  very  often  every  day, 
and  his  bui-iiiess  kept  him  on  the  circuit  all  the 
day.  (To  Mr.  Clarke)— He  is  the  superintendent 
of  punches. 

Mr.  Johnson,  Superintendent  of  the  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad,  gave  a  statement  of  facts  in  regard 
to  the  average  number  of  trips  made  on  that  road, 
daily,  from  18(J9  to  1873  and  1874,  corroborating 
Mr.  Baker's  statement.  In  1869  they  ran  from  Dor- 
chester street  in  fifty-five  minutes,  and  the  time 
was  ample ;  in  1870  it  took  fifty-five  minutes,  in 
1871  an  hour  and  ten  minutes,  in  1873  an 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  and  this  vear 
they  give  them  one  hour  and  twentv  minutes. 
From  the  office  in  1869,  they  gave  the  cars  an  hour 
and  five  minutes;  in  1870,  an  hour  and  eleven 
minutes;  in  1873,  an  hour  and  thirty  minutes, 
and  in  1874,  an  hour  and  thirty -four  min- 
utes. From  City  Point  they  gave  them  an 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes  in  1869,  an  hour  and 
twenty  in  1871,  an  hour  and  thirty  in  1872,  and 
an  hour  and  forty  in  1873,  and  this  "year  an  hour 
and  forty-five.  While  this  increase  has  been  made 
in  the  time,  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the 
number'of  cars.  The  time  of  the  Bay  View  line 
has  increased  from  an  hour  and  twen"ty-t\\  o  min- 
utes in  1869  to  an  hour  and  forty-eight  or 
fifty  minutes  this  year;  last  year  it  was  one 
forty,  and  the  year  before  one  thirty-five. 
The  great  crowd  occurs  on  the  circuit  aiid  fre- 
c^uently  they  have  r.ot  a  car  at  the  office  or  in 
sight.  (To  Mr.  Clarke)— The  travel  has  greatly  in- 
creased since  the  fire  and  has  been  constantly  in- 
creasing ;  he  never  had  hesitated  to  put  ou  addi- 
tional cars,  but  had  not  increased  the  frequency 
of  trips  for  two  j-ears. 

Mr.  Jewell  said  they  had  no  further  testimony 
to  p"ut  in. 

Mr.  Clarke  said  the  story  was  what  they  had  ex- 
pected. 

This  closed  the  hearing,  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Cutter  the  petition  was  lecommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

RAILW.'VY  SYSTEM  INVESTIGATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  on  the  petitions  of  the  Metro- 
politan, Middlesex  and  Highland  Horse  Railway 
companies  for  leave  to  use  the  tracks  of  othe'r 
roads,  the  Committee  on  Paving  (to  whom  >ai(l 
petitions  were  referred)  be  requested  to  consider 
the  whole  subject  and  report  to  what  extent  Mich 
use  can  be  granted  with  safety  to  the  public 
travel,  having  in  view  a  due  rega'rd  to  the  rights 
of  all  horse-railroad  corporations  u.-ing  the  streets 
of  this  city,  and  al?o  what  changes  should  be 
made  in  the  routes  of  any  line  of  horse  cars  to  bet- 
ter accommodate  the  citizens  of  this  city  and  the 
general  public. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

A.lderman  Cutter— I  do  not  rise  to  make  any  op- 
position to  that  order,  but  still  I  think  it  is  su- 
perfluous.     I    think   the    Committee   on  Paving 
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would  do  all  tbfiy  caii,  even  if  such  an  order  were 
not  offered.  ,      . 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  did  not  suppose  tbe  com- 
mittee would  do  all  that  is  contemplated  in  the 
Older.  They  are  to  consider  the  petitions ;  but 
there  are  certain  matters  in  that  order  which  are 
not  before  them  in  the  petitions,  such  as  the  routes 
proposed.  I'erhajis  the  committee  might  suggest 
some  changes  to  which  the  railroad  companies 
would  not  object. 

Alderman  Feters— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  I  should  like  to  have  that  order 
passed.  I  would  like  to  know  what  work  is  laid 
out  for  us  to  do. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  think  that  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8,  that  there  are  some  other 
loiites  wnich  might  be  considered.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pass  because  I  think  there  are  some  routes 
in  my  section  that  might  be  considered  by  the 
committee. 

The  order  was  passed. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor's  Exhibit.  The  Auditor's  exnibit  for 
the  month  of  March  show  the  following  totals : 

Appropriations. 

Kevenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpend'd. 

General $11,462,482  69  $10,516,347  0.5      8946,135  64 

Special 11,688,32102  6,;)33,674  69      4,754,646  33 

S23,150,803  71      $17,450,021  74    $5,700,781  97 

The  report  was  sent  down. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  The  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Lighters  for  the  quarter  ending  March 
31  was  submitted :  Lighters  inspected,  72 ;  cargoes 
delivered  by  same,  41G0  tons ;  fees  received,  $353  30 ; 
expenses  of  ottice,  $12  50;  amount  divided  among 
inspectors,  $340  80.    Sent  down. 

Chief  of  Police.  The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Po- 
lice for  the  quarter  ending  March  31st,  1874,  was 
received.  Arrests,  6639— males  5296,  females  1343, 
Americans  2523,  foreigners  4116,  minors  1299,  non- 
residents 1308,  committed  4536;  lodgers,  18,667— 
males  16,871,  females  1796,  Americans  7359,  foreign- 
ers 11,308,  minors  2628,  non  residents  15,149. 
Amount  taken  from  prisoners  and  lodgers  and  re- 
stored to  them,  $13,086  42;  property  reported 
Stolen  in  the  city,  $18,421;  property  recovered 
which  was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city,  $23,636  38; 
fines  imposed  by  the  courts,  $14,578;  imprisonment 
by  same,  424  years  and  10  months;  days  spent  in 
court  by  officers,  3770;  witness  fees  earned  by 
them,  $4312  31 ;  lai'cenies  reported  in  the  city,  732; 
arrests  for  same,  409;  received  for  dog  licenses, 
$116.  Of  those  arrested,  392  were  for  assault  and 
battery,  1455  for  disorderly  conduct,  2606  for 
drunkenness,  265  for  simple  larceny,  176  for  feloni- 
ous larceny,  94  for  suspicions  of  larceny,  346  sus- 
picious persons,  140  for  violation  of  city 'ordinances, 
29  for  violation  of  Sunday  law,  4  for  violation  of 
Liquor  law,  and  71  for  witnesses.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  department  for  the  quarter  have  been 
$181,520  68;  the  total  for  the  year  was  $700,000,  and 
there  were  added  from  West  Roxbury  $2421  82, 
and  from  Charlestown  $8467  71.  The  balance  in 
the  treasury  is  $27,406  25.  The  report  was  placed 
on  file. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  nomination  of 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  recommending 
the  election  of  George  P.  Baldwin,  Washington  L. 
Prescott  and  Lyman  A.  Belknap,  came  from 
the  other  branch,  with  a  certificate  of  the  election 
of  George  P.  Baldwii',  Patrick  Donahoe  and  Ly- 
man A.  Belknap  as  such  Directors. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot,  and  Aldermen 
Cutter  and  Bigelow  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  i-eported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

George  P.  Baldwin  had 8 

W.  L.  Prescott 7 

Iivman  A.  Belknap 7 

Patrick  Donahoe 8 

George  W.  Parmenter 4 

Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Donahoe  were  declared  elect- 
ed in  concurrence,  and  a  second  ballot  was  or- 
dered, to  fill  one  vacancy. 

Wliole  number  of  votes IJ 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

W.  L.  Prescott  had i 

Lyman  A.  Belknap 7 

And  Mr.  Belknap  was  declared  elected  in  concnr- 
rence. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  AJderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows  : 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutterg 
and  s'dewalks,  build  the  cesspools  and  drains,  and 
gravel  tho  roadway  of  Haynes  street,  East  Boston. 
Estimated  cost,  $3500. 

Read  once. 

On'ered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  gravel  Paris  street,  between  Porter  and 
Bennington  streets.    Estimated  cost  $3000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Meridian  street,  from  the  south- 
erly side  of  Central  square  to  Lexington  street, 
with  small  granite  blocks  and  flagging  crossings. 
Estimated  cost,  $15,000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  brick  the  sidewalks  on  the 
northerly  side  of  White  street,  between  Brooks 
and  Putnam  strtets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on 
Brooks  street,  between  Bennington  and  Chelsea 
streets.  East  Boston,  and  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  once. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  for 
grade  damages  by  Lucy  A.  Bailey,  on  Norfolk  ave- 
nue, and  A.  M.  Boole,  at  137  Prescott  street.  Sev- 
erally accei  ted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Timothy  Caiman,  R.  W.  Gordon  and  Philip  Low- 
don,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  the 
city  under  the  usual  conditions.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages— Asahel  H. 
(ilover,  Dorchester  avenue,  $300;  "Caroline  Rob- 
bins,  wife  of  A.  M.  Robbins,  Williams  street,  $200; 
Adaliue  B.  Scott,  Williams  street,  $1050.  SeveF- 
ally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Brookline  avenue,  between  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  crossing  and  Muddy 
River.    Estimated  cost,  $6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  water  Beacon  street,  from  Dartmouth 
street  to  the  Brookline  and  Brighton  avenues,  with 
salt  water,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  road- 
way of  said  street;  the  expense  thereof,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $150  per  month,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  water  Leacon  street  and  Brighton  ave- 
nue from  Brookline  avenue  to  the  Brookline  line 
with  salt  water,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
roadway  of  saif*  street  and  avenue ;  the  expense 
thereof^  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  per  month,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris — As  the  matter  of  watering 
streets  is  now  before  the  Board,  and  as  I  represent 
a  district  which  is  not  yet  familiar  with  metropoli- 
tan customs,  I  desire  to  know  what  are  the  usual 
conditions  to  which  these  persons  are  obliged  to 
submit. 

Alderman  Power — The  principal  condition  is 
that  it  must  be  done  under  the  law  and  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  All  over  the  city  they 
water  the  streets  by  districts,  which  certain  per- 
sons have  had  the  privilege  of  watering.  The 
Committee  on  Paving  have  a  map  in  their 
room  whereon  everybody's  district  is  laid  down, 
and  the  way  each  one  will  go  is  defined  by  lines. 
It  has  been  mutually  satisfactory  to  them ;  no  one 
is  allowed  to  go  over  the  route  of  another,  and  the 
expense  of  the  watering  is  to  be  borne  by  the 
abutters  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  [The  Alderman  read  "the  rules  and 
condition  appended  to  the  licenses  for  watering 
streets.}   ■ 

Alderman  Harris — Is  that  an  ordinance  ? 

Alderman  Power — That  is  the  form  of  a  license. 

Alderman  Harris — May  I  ask  who  makes  these 
laws  ? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
order  and  rules  were  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

Alderman  Power— The  city  has  deemed  it  a  mat- 
ter of  economy  to  water  those  streets  on  which 
there  are  not  many  buildings.  If  they  are  not 
watered  the  top  dressing  blows  away,  so  that  the 
streets  have  to  be  repaired  by  the  Superintendent. 
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Alderman  Brooks — I  would  like  to  ask  whether* 
if  this  is  a  matter  of  economy.to  the  city,  the  com- 
mittee would  not  And  some  other  localitie'*  to 
which  water  could  be  applied  with  the  same  ef- 
fect? 

Alderman  Power — I  would  state  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  informed  the  Committee  on 
Paving  that  it  would  cost  nearly  a  thousand  dol- 
lars to  replace  all  that  was  blown  off  those  streets 
during  the  mouth  of  March,  which  would  hare 
been  prevented  if  the  streets  had  been  watered 
during  that  time. 

!<M  Alderman  Cutter— It  is  not  supposed  that  it  is 
done  solely  to  save  what  is  blown  off  the  Ipnd, 
but  because  there  is  public  travel  there,  and  it  is 
needed  for  puhlic  convenience. 

Alderntan  Brooks— I  merely  asked  for  informa- 
tion, and  to  see  whether,  if  there  are  several  other 
places  which  are  macadamized,  the  committee 
would  consider  and  report  so  favorably  upon 
them. 

"r  Alderman  Peters— The  city  deems  it  its  duty  to 
take  charge  of  streets  where  there  are  no  abutters 
and  no  travel.  Where  there. are  abutters  they  pay 
the  expense. 

Alderman  Brooks — You  can  tind  streets  in  all 
parts  of  the  city  where  there  are  no  abutters.  In 
my  street,  Chelf-ea  streer,  which  has  been  macad- 
amized, the  dressing  blows  off  every  year.  1  only 
asked  the  question  to  leain  under  what  considera- 
tions the  committee  will  grant  the  same  privilege. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets- 
Report,  on  petition  of  Boston  Seaman's  Friend 
Society,  that  the  line  of  Salem  street,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Bennet  street,  may  be  defined,  that  the 
Cicy  Surveyor  has  been  authorized  to  give  the  pe- 
titioners the  line,  in  accordance  with  the  deed  of 
their  estate  given  by  the  city.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Horace  W.  Baxter,  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  from  the  line  of  Foster 
street,  AVard  19,  that  the  subject  is  properly  under 
the  control  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  rec- 
ommending that  the  petition  be  referred  to  that 
committee.  Report  accepted  and  reference  or- 
dered. 

Ordered,  That  from  the  betterment  assessed 
upon  the  estate  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Parker- 
Memorial  Meeting  Hcuse,  north  side  of  Appleton 
street,  corner  of  Berkeley  street,  by  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  December  29, 
1873,  for  the  extension  of  Appleton  to  Tremont 
street,  there  be  deducted  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars ;  and  such  deduction  is 
hereby  made,  provided  the  said  proprietors  pay  to 
the  city  the  balance  of  said  assessment,  and  also 
the  assessment  laid  for  said  extension  upon  their 
estate  on  the  south  side  of  Appleton  street,  cor- 
ner of  Berkeley  street. 

Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Heirs  of  Abraham  Barker,  $2672  70,  widening 
of  Magazine  street  and  extension  of  Eustis  street 
to  Magazine  street;  Rodney  S.  Lakin,  $3739  10,  ex- 
tension of  Eustis  street ;  heirs  at^aw  and  devisees 
under  the  will  of  William  H.  Prentice,  $120,744  25, 
widening  of  Broad  street.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  appli- 
cations of  the  following-named  persons :  J.  Stuart 
Rogers,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  East  Boston  and 
Roxbury;  John  Eaton,  Jr.,  for  hack  stand  at  31 
Harrison  avenue ;  John  Conrad  Scheufele,  to  keep 
billiard  saloon  at  624  and  626  Broadway ;  Augustus 
Roggis  and  twenty-eight  other  newsboys,  and 
thirteen  bootblacks,  for  minors'  licenses;  William 
Walsh.for  wagon  stand  at  corner  of  Washington 
and  South  May  streets;  J.F.Keating  and  seven 
others,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses ;  Cooper  & 
Kelso,  for  appointmeiit  as  auctioneers  at  154  Main 
street,  Charlestown.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in 
favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  the  following- 
named  persons  to  occupy  stables:  James  T.  Tighe, 
Silver  street,  adjoining  No.  86;  Delano  &  Little, 
Vinton  street;  Timothy  O'Donovan,  Paris  street, 
between  Porter  and  Marion  streets ;  William  Me- 
loy,  Winship  avenue,  Brighton;  William  H.  Quig- 
ley,  19  Beachaxn  street ;  Charles  Backus,  Adams 
street,  near  Cedar-Grove  Cemetery;  Thomas 
Flynn,  Warren  street,  near  Allston  street;  Fabius 
Rose,  Roslin  street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 


petition  of  Patrick  Tracy  et  al.,  for  leave  to 
establish  a  cemetery  in  West  Roxbury.  Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Northampton-street  District — 

Ordered,  That  during  the  progress  of  the  work 
on  the  Northampton-street  District,  so-called,  the 
Chief  of  Police  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
close  from  time  to  time  against  public  travel  the 
streets,  courts,  alleys  and  passageways  on  the  said 
district  which  are  occupied  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  grade  thereof,  or  the  grade  of  the 
lands  adjoining,  or  the  buildings  thereon. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  authorized  to  appoint  a 
superintendent  of  the  work  on  the  said  district, 
and  fix  his  compensation,  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  five  dollars  per  day ;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Northampton-street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  authorized  to  appoint  such 
number  of  special  watchmen  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  for  duty  in  and  around  the  said  ilistrict 
during  the  progress  of  the  work  thereon  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873,  the  compensation  of  the  persons  so  appoint- 
ed not  to  exceed  three  dollars  per  day;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Phineas 
E.  Gay,  contractor  for  filling  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  to  lay  down  railroad  tracks  in 
Norfolk  avenue  and  Yeoman  street,  and  also  in 
streets,  courts,  alleys  and  passageways  in  the  said 
Northampton-street  District,  as  described  in  sec- 
tion 1,  chapter  340  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1873,  and 
run  a  steam  engine  and  gravel  cars  over  the  same 
from  some  point  on  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad ;  provided,  that  the  form  of  rails  used 
and  the  manner  of  laying  down  the  same  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets ;  and 
provided  further,  that  the  said  contractor  shall 
station  flagmen  at  the  crossing  of  Hampden  street 
and  the  crossing  of  Albany  street  to  give  suitable 
warning  of  the  approach  of  gravel  trains. 

Read  twice  and  itassed. 

GOMMISSIONEBS  OK  LANDING  PLACES    IN  illLTON. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  three  Commissioners  on  the 
Public  Landing  Places  in  Milton.  Aldermen  Steb- 
bins and  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  follows; 

■W  hole  number  of  votes U 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Edmund  J.  Baker  had 4 

E.  J.  Bispham 2 

E.  H.  R.  Ruggles 6 

James  Power 7 

W.  Say  ward 11 

D.  W.  Baker 4 

Ml'.  Sayvvard  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Board,  and  the  Chairman  ruled  that  Mr. 
Power  was  ineligible,  he  being  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  A  second  ballot  was  ordered, 
with  the  following  result : 

Whole  nuvnber  of  votes 12 

Necessarj'  to  a  choice 7 

E.  J.  Baker 7 

E.  J.  Blspham 4 

E.H.R.  Ruggles S) 

D.  W.  Baker 3 

And  Messrs.  E.J.  Baker  and  Ruggles  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

THE  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins   submitted    the   foUovwng: 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  of  the  East  Boston 
ferries  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  a  new  drop  and  tank 
at  the  South  Ferry,  and  also  for  a  coal  shed  at  the 
North  Ferry ;  the  expense  therefor,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  $14,000  for  the  drop  and  tank,  and  $4000 
for  the  coal  shed,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria^ 
tion  for  East  Boston  Ferries,  as  provided  in  the 
annual  estimates  for  expenditures  in  that  depart- 
ment.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  repave  with  small  granite  blocks 
the  avenues  in  the  city  proper  and  East  Boston 
leading  to  the  North  Ferry ;  the  expense  thereof, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  East  Boston 
Ferries,  as  provided  in  the  annual  estimates  for 
expenditures  in  that  department. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 
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THE  INSPECTOR  OF  MILK. 

Aldernian  Cutter  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  order  was  passed  to  place  the  In- 
spector of  Milk  under  direction  of  the  Boaril  of 
Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report,  etc.,  and 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Hrrris  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
motions  and  orders  could  not  be  entertained  whUe 
the  Board  were  hearing  reports  of  committees. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  in  order  to  en- 
tertain a  motiou  to  reconsider  at  any  stage  of  the 
proceedings. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  they  had  been  consider- 
ering  reports  of  committees  which  contained  or- 
ders at  the  same  time. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  reading  of 
section  24  of  the  rules  of  the  Board  giving  the  or- 
der of  business  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and 
the  Chairman  read  it.  [Reports  of  committees 
stand  sixth  in  the  order,  and  motions,  orders  and 
resolutions  stand  seventJi.] 

Alderman  Power  said  the  rule  had  never  been 
adhered  to;  there  had  been  a  breach  of  it  this 
evening. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  it  had  been  customa- 
ry during  the  past  three  years  of  his  experience  to 
entertain  a  motion  for  reconsideration  at  any 
time.  Such  a  motion  is  in  order  if  the  majority  of 
the  members  present  see  fit  to  entertain  it. 

Alderinan  Cutter  said  it  might  come  under  the 
head  of  unfinished  business,  which  came  before 
"papers  from  the  Common  Council,"  as  he  gave 
notice  at  the  last  meeting. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  entertaining  the  motion,  and  the  Board 
voted  in  the  aiBrmative. 

The  question  then  was  on  laying  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  hoped  the  motion  would 
not  prevail.  It  is  desirable  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sion shall  have  a  room  where  •'hey  can  spread  out 
their  charts,  and  the  office  of  the  Inspector  of 
Milk  is  the  only  one  they  can  think  of.  That  of- 
ficer's desk  can  be  put  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  where  he  can  have  a  clerk  who  can  attend 
to  his  business  during  his  absence.  If  he  goes  up 
to  Pemberton  square  ne  must  have  an  assistant. 

Alderman  Cutter  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  was  not  debatable,  and  Alderman 
Worthington  said  he  only  wanted  to  state  the  rea- 
sons why  it  should  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table 
by  a  rising  vote — 7  for,  4  against. 

NEW   HOME  FOB  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, in  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  dated  January  3, 1874,  transmitting  plans, 
descriptions  and  estimates  of  the  proposed  new 
Home  for  the  Poor  at  Austin  farm.  The  estimat- 
ed cost  of  the  b'lilding  is  $500,000. 

Aldennan  Power— Unless  some  gentleman  de- 
sires some  other  disposition  of  the  report,  it 
should,  I  suppose,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions.  , 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  this  report  will  not  be 
referred  until  the  members  of  this  Board  can  have 
an  opportunity  to  examine  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations and  know  the  amount  of  money  to  be  ex- 
pended. 

Alderman  Power — I  see  no  immediate  necessity 
for  its  going  to  the  committee,  and  it  may  be  laid 
over  for  a  week. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  communica- 
tions and  plans  were  laid  on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORTS    SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings- 
Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  accom- 
panying orders  authorizing  the  granting  of 
permits  to  H.  Crane  to  erect  wooden  buOding  on 
Washington  street,  opposite  Adams  street,  Ward 
16;  and  Thomas  H.  Dunbar,  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ing on  Seventh  street,  according  to  an  application 
on  file  in  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buddings.  The  order.s  were  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Henry 
Walcott,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  builchng  on 
Fourth  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
FaneuU  Hall— Reijort  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  D.  B.  McKenzie  for  leave  to  continue 
Sunday  services  in  Faneuil  Hall.    Accepted. 


By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets— Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of 
Otis  Simouds,  for  leave  to  enlarge  his  stall  iu 
Faneuil-Hall  Market  by  the  addition  of  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Markets.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers. 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  all  persons  opposed  to  the 
■proposed  construction  of  a  common  sewer  in 
Ericsson  street  (Dorchester),  between  High  and 
Fulton  streets;  in  Chelsea  street,  between  Biooks 
and  Prescott  streets ;  in  Princeton  street,  easterlv 
from  Prescott  street ;  in  Commercial  street,  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Pleasant  street;  in  Pleasant 
street,  from  Commercial  to  Stoughtou  street:  and 
in  Stoughton  street,  from  Pleasant  to  Sumner 
street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Westminster  street,  between  Sterling  and  Rug- 
gles  streets,  and  in  Sterling  street,  between  Shaw- 
mut  avenue  and  Westminster  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction'  of  a  sewer  in  Circuit 
street,  between  Fenwick  and  Summit  streets,  and 
in  Regent  street,  between  Circuit  and  Alpine 
streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  iu  Wash- 
ington street  (Chaiiestown),  between  Austin  and 
Union  streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  AValnut 
avenue,  between  Warren  and  Circuit  .streets,  and 
in  Circuit  street,  between  Walnut  avenue  and 
Summit  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  constmction  of  a  sewer  in  Adams 
street  (Dorchester),  between  Dorchester  and  Arca- 
dia streets.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health — Report  in  response  to  an  order  of  the 
Board,  giving  the  foUowiug  statement  of  horses 
belonging  to  the  city  and  used  by  the  Health  De- 
partment ;  Team  and  wagon  horses  with  harnesses, 
1.57;  6  driving  horses  with  harnesses,  making  the 
total  number  163  horses,  valued  at  §48,900.  The 
City  Physician  has  one  horse  and  buggy;  the 
Superintendent  of  Health  two  horses,  one  buggy, 
and  one  open  wagon.  The  remaining  dririue 
horses  and  wagons  are  used  by  the  foremen  olf 
this  department.  There  are  58  wagons  for  collect- 
ing house  offal,  valued  at  $11,600;  127  carts  for 
collecting  ashes  and  dirt,  $19,050;  4  express 
wagons,  $500;  3  prison  carriages,  igSOO;  5  open 
wagons,  . ¥500;  2  hay  riggings,  $275;  2  top  buggies, 
$200;  1  covered  carriage,  !#100;  137  sleds  for  col- 
lecting offal  and  ashes,  $10,275;  4  sleighs,  .§300; 
3  pungs,  $75;  1  covered  omnibus  sleigh,  $50;  6 
watering  carts,  $1800;  1  old  chaise,  $10;  1  sweejiing 
machine,  $200;  14  cesspool  wagons,  $4200;  2  mar- 
ket wagons,  $250;  18  single-team  harnesses,  $900. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  the  bill  before  the  Legislature  to  legal- 
ize the  Boston  Normal  School  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  be  in- 
definitely v^ostponed. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  order  will  be 
passed,  for  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men last  year  that  if  the  city  of  Boston  could  get 
the  State  to  establish  a  normal  school  here — which 
they  no  doubt  Avould  be  willing  to  do  Lf  the  neces- 
sity for  such  a  school  can  be  shown — it  should  do 
so.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  when  this  ques- 
tion was  up  at  the  last  meeting,  stated  that  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Education  were  unani- 
mous in  giving  the  city  leave  to  withdraw  the  pe- 
tition for  a  normal  school  here.  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  they  did  give  the  city  leave  to  with- 
draw, when  gentlemen  who  are  supposed  to  re))- 
resent  the  city  go  to  the  State  House  and  bring- 
all  the  influence  that  they  can  to  bear  upon  the 
committee  to  secure  such  a  report.  It  was  decid- 
ed last  year  by  this  Board,  and  an  order  was 
passed  here  instructing  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  to  close  up  this  normal  school. 
An  order  came  in  here  to  get  authority  to  pay 
those  teachers  in  that  school,  and  it  was  passed 
to  ^pay  them  up  to  a  certain  time,  with  the 
prouii  e  that  rfter  that  the  school  would  end. 
Bu  thev  continued  the  school,  in  defiance  of  thi^ 
Government.  After  that  they  came  in  again  with 
an  order  to  pay  them  more  '  salai  y  and  that  wa.* 
refused.  But  "they  continued  the  school,  and  I 
suppose  the  members  of  the  school  board  are  per- 
soi.allv  liable    for  the  salaries  of   the    teachers, 
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and  they  are  desirous,  of  getting  rid  of  paying 
them.  The  question  is  whether  this  Board  will 
countenance  such  a  defiance  of  law  on  the  part  of 
the  school  board.  The  average  attendance  at 
that  school,  I  understand,  has  been  forty-three 
pupils,  with  a  cost  for  teachers  of  $9500.  These 
teachers  are  educated  for  the  world  at  large.  It  is 
just  as  clear  that  vhe  city  of  Boston  has  a  right  to 
run  a  school  to  educate  young  men  for  the  minis- 
try as  it  has  to  run  a  school  to  educate  teachers 
for  the  whole  country.  It  is  well  known  that  they 
taKC  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the  country ;  but  the 
main  reason  why  we  should  pass  this  oriler  is  that 
the  State  will  establish  a  normal  school  if  it  is 
needed  and  the  city  will  then  be  biirdened  with 
only  forty  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  school. 
Therefore  I  hope  this  order  will  pass  and  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  be  instructed 
to  take  the  action  proposed. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  the  gentleman's  ar- 
gument was  fully  answered  by  what  was  said  in 
this  Board  at  the  last   meeting  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  legislative  committee  in  giving  the 
petitioners  leave  to  withdraw.    A  little  investi- 
gation of  that  matter  will  show  that  such  a  report 
as  that  was  the  proper  one  to  be  made,   and  that 
the  forty  per  cent,  of  the  co.st  of  svich  a  school,  if 
established  by  the  State,— which  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton would  have  to  pay — wovild  be  far  in  excess  of 
what  it  costs  to  run  a  school  of  our  own.    It  seems 
to  be  taken  for  granted   that   this  normal  school 
•was  organized  by  the  School  Board.    1  desii'e  to 
say  explicitly  that  this  normal  school  is  a  child  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  adopted  twenty-two  years  ago 
after  a  full  investigation  of  the  matter.    An  order 
establishing  this  normal  school  was  passed  by  the 
Council  on  the  9th  of  July,  1852;  it  was  passed 
unanimously  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  with 
but  eight  dissenting  votes  in  the  Common  Council, 
and  that  normal  school  remained  for  twenty-two 
years  until  the  matter  was  brought  up  in  regard 
to  changing  it  from  the  high  school   buiUUng  in 
Newton  street  to  the  primary  school  building  in 
Appleton   street.    Then   it  was   found   that  this 
school  was  illegally  established.    If  it  was  not  le- 
gally established,  it  was  because  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton had  not  authority  to  do  so,  and  not  that  the - 
school  board  had  taken    that  authority  upon  it- 
self.   When  it  was  decided  that  this  school  was 
not  legally  established,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
proper  course  for  the  city  of  Boston  w  ould  have 
been  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  to  have  the 
school  legalized,  nnd  not  to  have  cut  off  the  sal- 
aries of  those  teachers  at  the  first  of  last  June,when 
there  was  but  one  month  more  of  school  and  two 
months  of   vacation.    The  teachers  of  that  school 
lost  three    months   pay,  and  since   that  time  the 
school   has   been   kept   up,   because   the    school 
board   considered   it  a   necessity ;  because  young 
ladies — daughters  of  our  most  respectable  citizens 
— desired   to  fit  themselves   for   teachers  and   be 
prepared    to    earn    a    livelihood    in    that    way. 
Friends  of  the  school  decided  to  continue  it  upon 
their  own  responsibility  until  the  matter  coulu  be 
legally  decided,  and  as  the  City  Couucd    did   not 
take    any  action   toward   legalizing   this    school, 
they   brought   this   bill   before  the   Legiclature, 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  fair  and  just.    1   do   not 
desire  to  go   into   the  history  of  that  school   since 
the  first  of  September  last,  and   the  treatment 
that  school  has  received  from  the  City  Council. 
It  is  no  credit  to  the  city  of  Boston  that  it  has  re- 
fused even  to  sweep  the  rooms  or  dust  the  desks 
of  that  school— one  of  the  most  important  in  this 
city, — but  have  left  that  to  be  done  by  teachers 
who  are    working  without   their  salaries.     They 
have  been  deprived  of  all  the  heat  that  the  city  of 
Boston  could  deprive  them  of  without  going  to  a 
very  considerable  expense,  and  the  lives  of  those 
teachers  have  thereby  been  endangered.    1  do  not 
desire  to  go  further  into  this  matter.     The  treat- 
ment that  school   has  received  during  the  past 
eight  or  ten  months  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston.    The  expense  of  the  school  at  tlie  present 
time  is  $6500  a  yearfor  salaries.    There  are  between 
sixty  and  seventy  pupils,  and  there  have  been  as 
many    as  eighty.      More    than  one-half   of   the 
scholars  who  graduated  there  last  year  have  re- 
ceived positions  in  our  public  schools,  and  they 
have   been  enabled  to  fill  those  positions  better 
than  they  could  do  had  they  not  received  such  op- 
portuniti-js  from  the  city.  Vv'hen  I  made  the  state- 
ment at  the  last  meeting  that  there  were  district 
normal  schools  in  cities  in  this  State,  one  member 
doubted  the  fact.      I   am  now  prepared  to  state 
that   there  are  separate  normal  schools  in  New 
Bedford,    Worcester,    Cambridge,    Newton     and 
Springfield. 


Alderman  Cutter — By  whom  are  these  schools 
supported  ? 

Alderman  Prescott — By  taxation  m  those  places. 
They  are  not  State  normal  schools. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  we  need 
not  talk  on  this  subject  much  longer.  It  comes 
down  to  this,  whether  we  should  have  the  State 
run  this  school  or  do  it  ourselves.  It  seems  to  me 
that  any  member  of  this  Board  who  has  the  inter- 
est of  the  city  at  heart  cannot  object  to  having 
the  State  run  it,  because  it  will  save  the  city  sixty 
per  cent.  So  far  as  these  teachers  are  concerned, 
if  the  blame  is  to  rest  upon  any  one  it  is  upon  the 
school  board.  We  notified  them  that  we  could 
not  appropriate  money  to  support  an  illegal  school. 
If  they  believe  that  tlie  school  is  not  illegal,  why 
do  not  they  carry  it  to  the  courts?  But  no ;  they 
go  up  to  the  Legislature  and  get  a  law  passed  le- 
galizing a  school  which  they  have  been  running 
illegally.  I  do  not  see  any  argument  against  the 
State  running  the  school;  it  can  do  it  just  as  well 
as  we  can,  and  cheaper,  too.  The  gentleman  *rom 
Ward  9  talks  about  the  school  being  run  without 
heat  and  water,  and  about  the  sutlering  of  the 
teachers ;  if  they  have  suffered,  it  is  from  their 
own  conduct.  1  think  this  is  a  proper  order  and 
should  pass. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  from  Ward  9, 
in  his  argument,  said  the  action  taken  by  this 
Board  last  year  was  no  credit  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
tor.  AU  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  that  is,  that  if 
this  Board  transacts  the  business  of  the  city  of 
Boston  this  year  in  as  creditable  and  profitable 
and  prudent  a  manner  for  the  taxpayers  as  did  the 
last  Board,  they  will  have  no  reason'to  regret  their 
action.  Now,  sir,  we  could  not  have  passed  an  or- 
der to  pay  those  teachers;  our  Mayor  would  have 
vetoed  such  a  measure.  It  was  well  understood 
that  the  school  was  illegal  and  impi  oper,  and  yet 
they  have  continued  to  run  it  in  defiance  of  law. 
And  1  say,  if  this  Government  wishes  to  main- 
tain any  dignity  at  all,  it  should  stand  up 
for  its  rights  and  uphold  the  prudent  ac- 
tion taken  by  the  Government  last  year. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  undertaken  to  put 
this  Board  in  a  wrong  position ;  he  conveys  the 
impression  that  we,  in  advocating  this  order,  put 
ourselves  in  opposition  to  a  normal  school.  1  dis- 
tinctly stated  before  that  I  do  not  wish  to  be  put 
in  any  such  position.  But  I  do  wish  to  have  such 
a  school  conducted  legally  and  properly.  The 
gentleman  knows  that  they  could  get  the  opinion 
of  the  Supreme  Court  fully  as  quick  as  they  did 
on  the  question  of  admitting  women  to  the  School 
Committee.  But  they  know  what  that  opinion 
would  be.  This  Government  should  maintain  its 
dignity  and  adhere  to  the  action  of  the  previous 
Government,  and  I  say  it  is  no  credit  to  members 
of  this  Government  to  go  to  the  State  House  and 
attempt  to  impose  upon  the  citizens  of  Boston  this 
burden.  When  the  Committee  on  Education  is 
composed  of  members  of  the  school  board,  what 
other  action  could  we  expect  from  the  Legislat- 
ure? They  have  seen  and  heard  but  one  side  of 
this  question.  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that 
I  am  not  opposed  to  a  normal  school,  but  I  want  it 
run  legally. 

Alderman  I'rescott — If  the  Alderman  who  last 
spoke  IS  not  opposed  to  a  normal  school,  and 
wants  it  run  legally,  what  reason  has  he  for  op- 
posing the  bill  to  legalize  this  school,  especially 
when  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Education 
has  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
the  city  of  Boston  to  establish  a  normal  school 
here.  It  must  be  apparent  to  anybody  that  a 
State  normal  school  will  cost' the  city  of  Boston 
double,  treble,  and  lerhaps  quadruple  what  this 
city  normal  school  will  cost.  If  the  gentleman  is 
in  favor  of  a  normal  schoo^  why  coulii  he  not  have 
advocated  legalizing  an  institution  that  had  been 
running  for  more  than  twenty  years.  The 
opinion  of  the  school  board  was  almost 
unanimous  that  the  normal  school  should  be 
maintained,  and  they  are  the  men  best 
fitted  to  judge  of  the  advantage  of  such  an  in>ti- 
tution.  The  friends  of  the  school  have  carried  the 
case  into  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  case  has  not 
yet  reached  a  decision.  They  are  pushing  their 
case  as  much  as  they  can.  The  gentleman  makes 
a  mistake  when  he  says  the  matter  can  be  decided 
in  ten  days'  time.  It  may  be  a  year  before  the 
court  can  make  a  decision  on  this  question,  and 
the  members  of  the  school  board  have  gone  be- 
fore the  Legislature  to  get  the  school  legalized. 
If  one  member  of  this  Board  has  gone  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  attempted  to  get  the  school  legalized, 
have  not  other  members  gone  there  and  done 
what  they  could  against  it?    I  have  had  tne  pleas- 
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ure  of  being  a  member  of  the  School  Committee 
five  years,  and  I  know  wliat  are  the  advantages  of 
this  institution  to  tlie  schools  of  Boston,  and  I 
know  that  the  teachers  are  specially  fitted  for 
their  duties,  and  that  the  pupils  are  being  well 
trained  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Alderman  Power — As  I  understand  the  law,  the 
members  of  the  school  board  are  liable  for  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  who  have  been  running 
that  school ;  so  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  hardly 
in  good  taste  for  any  person  who  has  a  pecuniary 
interest  in  that  question  to  go  before  the  commit- 
tee under  those  circumstances.  But,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  legalizing  the  school;  if  the  Su- 
preme Court  should  afterwards  decide  that  it  is 
illegal,  what  position  would  the  school  board  be 
in  tnen  ? 

Alderman  Prescott  renewed  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  order,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  prevailed — yeas  7, 
nays  5,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. . 

Nays — Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters,  Power* 
Stebbins — 5. 

THE  HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 


Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  reg- 
ular meetings  of  this  Board  be  held  on  Mondays, 
at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  offer  this  order  thinking 
that  it  will  commend  itself  to  the  good  judgment 
of  the  members  of  this  Board.  The  business  has 
so  increased  that  we  cannot  get  through  at  a  rea- 
sonable hour  by  meeting  at  four  o'clock.  If  mem- 
bers have  engagements  which  will  prevent  them 
from  comi.ig  uere  at  that  hour,  they  can  of  course 
vote  it  down. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  know  that  I  desire  to 
attend  at  three  o'clock,  but  if  it  is  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  the  Board  I  can  be  here  then.  In 
1871  we  adopted  an  order  fixing  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing at  3  P.  M.  and  soon  found  that  it  was  incon- 
venient. Members  hardly  have  time  now  to  get 
their  business  prepared  by  four  o'clock,  and  there 
are  frequent  meetings  of  committees  in  the  after- 
noon at  two.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  hour  of 
three  will  be  more  inconvenient  than  four. 

Alderman  Harris — In  order  to  giye  the  Board 
time  to  consider  the  matter,  I  move  that  the  order 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    9,    1874. 


The  rep;ular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  I'lesidem,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN'. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  April  4.  (City  Uocu- 
meut  No.  39.)    Placed  on  file. 

Quarterly  reports  of  Inspector  of  Lighters  and 
Paymaster  of  State  Aid.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Boston  Water  Power  Company,  Na- 
than Robbins  e<  a/.,  Stanley  Gore  &  Co.,  William 
Ellison  et  al.,  Daniel  C.  Eddy,  John  A.  Parks  et  al. 
Save' ally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Henry 
Walcott  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  buUdingon 
Fourth  Ktreet.    Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en buildings— 1.  To  Thomas  H.  Dunham,  Seventh 
street;  2.  To  Henry  Crane,  Washington  street, 
W-xrd  IG;  3.  To  John  G.  AUbright,  AUbright  court. 
The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  Street  Commissioners  to  pre- 
pare plans  for  construction  of  Swett  street,  solid, 
fiom  Albany  street  to  some  point  on  Dorchester 
avenue ;  and  to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  on  subject  of 
change  of  grade  of  said  road  at  crossing  of  said 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

THE   APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

A  communication  from  the  Auditor  of  A  ccounts 
came  down  recommending  that  $802,120  for  State 
tax  be  stricken  out  of  the  order  making  the  spe- 
cific appropriations,  and  that  the  order  levying  a 
tax  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  the  title  there- 
to, "also  to  pay  the  State  tax" ;  and  from  the  or- 
der, "also  the  tax  assessed  by  the  (ieneral  Court 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1874."  Placed  on 
file. 

The  Appropriation  bill  came  down  with  an 
amendment  to  first  order  making  "$20,000"  for 
"30,000"  as  amount  for  schoolhouse  site,  Everett 
District,  Ward  16,  and  the  total  for  schoolhouse 
sites  $182,000.  A  further  amendment  to  said  order 
came  down,  striking  out  all  lu  relation  to  State  tax, 
and  making  the  total  amount  of  tlie  appropria- 
tions $13,645,143 ;  and  in  the  second  order  strike 
out,  "also  to  pay  the  State  tax"  ;  insert  $11,243,782, 
Instead  of  the  sum  fixed  by  the  Counci),  and  strike 
otit  the  words  at  the  end  of  the  order  concerning 
State  tax — severally  to  correspond  witli  the  rec- 
ommendations contained  in  the  communication 
from  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  substitut- 
ing $20,000  for  $30,000  for  a  schoolhouse  site  in  the 
Everett  District,  Ward  16. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  Council  will 
concur  with  tlie  Board  of  Aldennen  and  make  it 
$20,000,  which  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  sufficient. 
When  $30,000  was  named  in  the  Council,  I  had  in 
my  mind  to  make  it  .$25,000 ;  $30,000  is  rather  lib- 
eral and  $20,000  is  a  little  small.  The  committee 
are  not  disposed  to  delay  matters.  We  will  take 
$20,000  and  do  the  best  we  can  with  it. 

The  Council  voted  to  recede  from  its  former  ac- 
tion and  concur  in  the  above-named  amendments 
to  the  Appropriation  bill,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  construction  of 
a  new  drop  and  tank  at  South  Ferry,  and  for  a 
coal  shed  at  North  Ferry,  at  not  exceeding  $14,000 
and  $4000,  respectively.  Passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  authorizing  repaving  with  small  granite 
blocks  the  avenues,  in  city  proi)er  and  East  Bos- 
ton, leading  to  the  North  Fen-j,  at  not  exceeding 
$10,000.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  superin- 
tendent of  work  on  Northampton-street  District 
and  fixing  his  compensation  at  not  exceeding  $5 
per  diy.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  ai)pointment  of  special 
watchmen  for  said  district,  at  a  (  ompensation  for 
each  of  not  exceeding  $3  per  day.  Passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  Phineas  E.  Gay,  contractor 
for  filling  said  district,  to  lay  down  tracks  and 
run  gravel  trains  over  the  same,  on  the  terms  and 
contiitions  set  forth  in  .said  order.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
report  an  ordinance  permitting  the  office  of  Seal- 


ers of  Weights  and  Measures  to  be  located  outside 
of  City  Ha'l.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Messages  from  the  Mayor,  appointing  Timothy 
T.  Sawyer  a  Fire  Commissioner  for  three  years 
from  May  1, 1874,  and  Aliiert  T.  Whiting  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years  from 
May  1,  1874.  The  appointments  were  severally 
confirmed. 

COMMISSIONERS     OF    PUBLIC    LANDING    PLACE    IN 
MILTON. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Wil- 
liam Sayward,  Edmund  J.  Baker,  and  E.  H.  R. 
Ruggles,  as  Commissioners  on  Public  Landing 
Place  in  Milton,  on  tlie  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

(Jn  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  the 
Council  p'oceeded  to  an  clpction. 

Mr.  Pel  kins  of  Ward  16 — I  am  requested  to  with- 
draw the  name  of  Mr  Sayward,  as  he  does  not  de- 
sire the  position  and  will  not  accept  it  if  elected. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Harrington  of 
Ward  8,  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  and  Minot  of  Ward 
17  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

J.  K.  Crowley 1 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

J.  H.TJpham 1 

E.  P..  Rankin 2 

William  Savward 8 

William  B.  Smart 19 

E.  J.  Bisphain 33 

E.  H.  R.  Ruergles 53 

Edmund  J.  Baker 56 

Mr.  Bispham  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence, and  Messrs.  Ruggles  and  Baker  in  con- 
currence. 

THE     SALAKY     BILL. 

Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  second  report  and  orders  of  the 
Committee  on  Salaries  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  an 
amendment  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  $3300,  and  also  inserting  "one  horse  and 
vehicle,  or  more,"  instead  of  "a  horse  and  ve- 
hicle," in  sections  two  and  four,  on  page  7  of  said 
document. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  second  order 
a  second  reading. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

The  third  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
read  the  second  time  and  the  question  was  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  strike  out  the 
amendment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  section 
two,  allowing  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Sewers  "one  norse  and  vehicle,  or  more,"  instead 
of  "a  horse  and  vehicle." 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  stricken  out.  It  was  put  in  by  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Superintendent  to  do 
his  business  with  one  horse,  and  I  understand  it 
was  necessary  to  hare  the  order  read  in  that  way 
to  allow  him  to  have  more  than  one  horse;  al- 
though I  think  it  is  perfectly  safe  to  trust  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  to  use'  their  discretion  in 
this  matter  so  long  as  a  provision  relating  to  horses 
is  in  the  order,  I  think  it  no  more  than  right 
that  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  they  may  use  as  many  or  as  few  as  are 
necessary.  If  they  do  not  need  but  one  horse,  I 
think  they  will  not  use  more.  I  think  this  Coun- 
cil has  noreason  to  fear  that  the  committee  will 
get  any  more  horses  than  they  need. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail,  for  the  reason  that  the  amendment  is  not 
necessary.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  has  nothing  to  do  during  a 
large  part  of  the  year.  He  cannot  build  sewers 
during  the  winter  months,  and  he  has  nothing  to 
do  but  sit  in  his  office.  His  horse  is  used  on  the 
Brighton  road  during  the  winter,  and  I  think  he 
can  easily  get  along  with  one. 

Mr.  Page  of  AVard  9— The  gentleman  talks  about 
this  officer  using  his  horse  on  the  Brighton  road. 
1  do  not  believe  he  or  any  member  of  this  Council 
ever  r.aw  him  there  using  a  horse  belonging  to  the 
city;  1  never  hav,  and  I  think  1  am  Uiere  as 
niucli  as  any  other  member  of  the  Council.  His 
horses  are  boarded  at  the  city  stables  at  a  much 
less  expeii'-e  than  if  they  are  kspt  at  a  private 
stable  at  a  dollar  a  day. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Do  I  understand  that  they 
are  bo,ii\ied  at  the  city  stables,  or  provided  for  by 
the  Committee  on  Sewers? 

Mr.  Page  of  AVard  9—1  think  they  are  kept  at 
the  stables  of  the  .Sewer  Department  at  the 
South  End. 
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Mr.  Flynn  ofWard  O^This  horse  is  kept  at  the 
Sower  Department  stables  there.     There  are  two 

•  men' to  take  care  of  the  Superintendent's  horse 
alone,  the  expense  of  which  is  mucli  greater  than 

■it  would  be  at  a  private  stable. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— It  seems  to  me  that 

■  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  know  where  this  horse 
18  kept.  The  question  is,  Does  the  officer  need  one 
horse  and  vehicle,  or  more?  I  should  like  to  have 
the  geatleman  explain  that.  If  he  needs  more 
than  one,  I  am  willmg  to  vote  for  it ;  otherwise,  I 
am  not.  I  do  not  care  whether  he  goes  out  on 
the  Brighton  road  or  not ;  the  question  is  whether 
he  needs  one  or  more  horses.  I  should  like  the 
gentleman  to  explain  that. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (unanimous  permission 
being  given) — I  do  not  know  that  I  can  enlighten 
the  gentleman  any  further  than  I  have,  as  to 
whether  the  officer  needs  one  or  more  horses.  I 
only  know  from  my  own  observation  and  from  my 
knowledge  of  his  duties,  that  for  about  .seven 
months  in  the  year  he  does  not  need  a  horse  at  all. 
Sewers  are  not  built  except  about  Ave  or  six 
months  in  the  year. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given) — The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  does 
need  more  than  one  horse,  just  the  same  as  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  needs  and  vises  more 
than  one  horse.  We  all  know  that  the  duties  of  his 
office  call  him  from  one  part  of  the  city  to  the  other, 
and  that  half  a  day  at  a  time  is  as  long  as  one 
horse  should  be  used  in  the  summer.  He  has  to 
drive  to  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  and  to  all 
parts  of  the  city  the  same  day,  and  there  are 
several  months  in  the  year  when  it  is  abso- 
lutelv  necessary  for  him  to  have  two  hor,-es, 
and  he  has  either  got  to  keep  two  or  hire  one  at 
that  time.  So  far  as  his  having  nothing  to  do 
during  tlie  seven  months  alluded  to,  I  think  he 
has  a  great  deal  to  do.  There  is  an  almost  con- 
stant repairing  of   drains  in  winter,  besides  the 

■  olllce  work  and  a  great  deal  of  business  outside  of 
his  street  duties.  1  think  it  is  entirely  out  of  the 
question  for  us  to  decide*  whether  one  or  more 
horses  are  needed,  and  it  is  proper  to  leave  it  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20 — I  think  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  have  a  horse 
'  when  his  labors  require  it ;  if  his  horee  is  sick  he 
must  have  another,  and  yet  that  does  not  make 
him  have  more  than  one.  But  I  think  the  "or 
more"  is  stretching  it  rather  a  little,  and  I  think 
the  amendment  should  pass.  But  if  it  is  neces- 
sary for  him  to  have  five  or  six  horses,  I  should  be 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  surprised  that  any- 
thing like  this  should  be  proposed  in  this  Council, 
but  1  am  not  surprised  at  anything  that  should 
come  from  the    Board  of   Aldermen  this  year.    If 

•  substantial   reasons   should   be   given   why  this 
',  officer  should  have  more  than  one  horse,  I  should 

be  glad  to  hear  them.    But  not  a  single  reason  has 

•  been  given.  It  is  notfor  the  use  of  the  department. 
This  officer  now  has  use  for  a  horse  and  vehicle, 
and  the  proposition,  as  carried  through  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  is  that  he  should  have  an  unlimited 
number.  He  can  have  a  whole  stable  if  he  wishes. 
I  think  it  is  an  outrage  that  it  should  be  proposed 
to  allow  him  an  unlimited  number  of  horses.  I 
have  no  doubt  of  his  integrity  and  capacity  for 

.  his  office,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  he  needs 
more  than  one  horse  I  should  be  glad  to  vote 
for  it.  He  is  the  Superintendent,  and  rides 
about  at  his  leisure.  As  the  gentleman  from  the 
Bunker-Hill  District  has  well  said,  if  his  horse  is 

•  sick  he  can  employ  another,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
ibetomesus  to  give  him  an  unlimited  number  of 

■  horses.  If  we  give  it  to  him  why  not  to  the  City 
Physician,  who  is  constantly  on  the  tramp?  or  to 

•  the  Superintendent  of  Streets?    I  hope  the  propo- 

•  Bition  of  my  f  liend  from  Ward  7  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G — I  think  the  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken  on  this  matter  have  overlooked 
one  matter.  It  does  not  put  the  matter  in  his  dis- 
cretion to  have  one  or  more  horses;  it  puts  the 
power  in  the   Committee  on   Sewers  to    allow  the 

•  Superintendent  more  than  one  horse  if  they  think 
he  needs  it,  and  I  undferstand  it  to'  be  statedhere 

,  that  the  committee  do  think  that  in   the  summer 
'  he  does  require  •  two   horses.    If  they  think  so,  it 
'■  seems  to  me  to  be.  reasonable  that  they  should  be 
I  allowed  to  give' him  two-horses  at.that  time. 
'..   Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I ^m  opposed  to  allowing 
'  ariysuch  privilege.  •  Everybody  knows,  who  knows 
anything  about  City  Hall,  that  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment) substantially  controls   the    committee.  • 
.That  is  plain  language,  but  it  is  tru*,  and  I  will  re- 
V' peat  It.T  The  heiad'of  a;  depajtmenl;  substantially 


controls  the  committee,  and  no  one  committee  has 
the  inuependence  to  stand  up  in  its  position 
and  say.  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no  farther; 
and  but  very  few  committees  will  stand  up  and 
say.  The  bills  which  come  before  this  committee 
shall  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  committee. 
No,  sir,  ihey  may  be  approved  by  the  chair- 
man. I  have  nothing  against  this  man;  I  am 
only  speaking  of  it  as  a  principle,  and  I  say 
it  IS  wrong.  H?  goes  before  the  commilte3 
and  says,  I  want  another  horse,  and  perhaps 
another.  Why  don't  the  gentleman  confine 
it  to  two  horses.  It  is  the  unlimited  number  to 
which  I  object.  This  horse  may  be  used  for  the 
pui'poses  of  pleasure  if  the  officer  sees  fit.  I  do 
not  say  he  does  that  way.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
unlimited  expendituie  of  the  city's  money 
without  a  corresponding  return.  Why  do 
not  the  Committee  on  Sewers  report  the  rea- 
sons in  detail  why  it  is  necessary  that  this 
should  be  allowed?  One  gentleman  rises  in  his 
place — he  may  be  a  warm  advocate  of  the  officer — 
and  says  more  than  one  horse  is  required ;  why, 
when  and  where?  It  may,  at  some  seasons 
of  the  year,  be  necessary  for  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  to  use  more  than  one 
horse,  but  I  never  heard  any  complaints  before. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  district  has  been  en- 
■  larged ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  ho  needs  more 
than  one  horse  to  carry  him  about  in  the  peiform- 
ance  of  his  duties.  When  we  go  into  this  matter, 
as  it  is  proposed  here,  without  any  limit,  I  say  we 
are  doing  wrong  towards  the  people  we  represent 
-  and  towards  the  taxpayers,    i  say  it  is    not  right. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote — 29  tor,  21  against. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  moved  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streeta 
$4000  instead  of  $3600. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  give  us  some  reasons  for  this  amend- 
ment ;  some  substantial  reasons  for  the  increase 
of  this  salary. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— The  reason  is  that  in  the 
annexed  territory  there  are  180  miles  of  streets, 
and  the  extra  amount  of  work  devolving  upon 
him  is  amply  worth  $400  a  year.  Further  than 
that,  I  believe  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
has  one  of  the  hardest  places  to  fill  and 
in  some  respects  the  most  laborious  duties 
to  perform  of  any  man  connected  with  the 
city  of  Boston.  His  work  is  unceasing, 
extending  through  winter  and  summer.  It  re- 
quires an  able  man,  one  of  as  much  ability  as  any 
other  department,  and  such  a  man  1  believe  we 
have  got,  and  his  pay  should  be  as  much  as  any 
one  of  the  commissioners  or  of  any  man  connect- 
ed with  any  of  the  departments 

The  amendment  was  put  and  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Sibley  doubted  the  vote,  and  Mr.  Crowley  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  lost— yeas  28,  nays  31 ,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bleiler,  Brown,  Collins, 
Flatley,  Flynn,  Fnller,  Goldthwait,  Huniiewell, 
Long,  McCarty,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes, 
Page,  Power,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sweat,  Thacher, 
Walbridge,  Warren,  Whiston,  N.  S.  WUbur,  Will- 
cutt.  Woodward— 28. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Bui-ditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Crow- 
ley, Cushmaii,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  (Jordon,  Harring- 
ton, Hiiie,  liimball,  Loring,  Minot,  Peabody, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  West,  Weston,  Woods— 31. 

Absent,  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bent,  Burgess,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Denny,  Hicks, 
Jennings,  Kent,  Leach,  Martin,  Train,  E.'  P.  Wil- 
bur—14. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  section  relating  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  the  words,  "he  shall  aot  as  seoretary  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail,  from  the  very  fact  that  this  year  there 
is  an  appropriation  of  §1,300,000  for  paving  streets 
and  $400,000  for  the  burnt  district,  making  alto- 

g ether  $1,700,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Paving 
lepartment.  It  appears  to  be  almost  too  much 
work  for  that  .officer,  to  compel  him  to  act  as  eec- 
retary  of  the  committee  in  addition  to  his  duties 
as  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Anybody  who  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Committee  on  Paving  is 
aware  of  the  fact  that  tlie  Superintendent  of 
Streets  is  always  in  the  room  with  that  committee 
when  they  are  in  session,  and  as  for  the  writing 
that  he  has  to  perform  there^  it  is  the  merest  trifle 
in  the.woi'ld., .  He  is  properly  there,  knows  every- 
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tbinp;  that  is  acted  on  by  the  committee  and  every- 
thinK  tliat  is  done  by  them.  Ho  has  three  or  four 
assistants,  clerks  in  the  Ucnartment,  and  if  we 
shouhl  undertake  to  amend  this  section  and  strike 
it  out,  the  business  would  be  done  exactly  the 
same,  and  he  would  be  all  the  time  virtually  act- 
ing as  clerk  of  the  committee.  It  does  not  involve 
any  labor  or  take  much  time,. so  far  as  those  duties 
are  concerned.  I  appreciate  the  feeling  that  exists 
in  the  minds  of  members  and  will  exist  in  the 
mind  of  anybody  who  knows  anything  about  city 
affairs,  that  the  salaries  of  city  officers  are  terri- 
bly unequal  and  unjust,  from  two  instances. 
There  are  two  boards,  the  Health  and  Fire  Com- 
missior.,  who  had  iheir  salaries  voted  before  they 
were  appointed  and  in  a  season  of  excitement, 
and  anybody  who  knows  anything  about  the  busi- 
ness of  the  city  knows  i)erfectly  well  that  they  get 
too  much  when  considered  in  comparison  with  the 
duties  of  others,  or  for  the  service  they  render. 
You  might  abolish  each  of  them  and  be  better  off. 
There  is  not  enough  in  either  of  them  for  any  one 
solid  man  to  do, — certainly  not  in  the  Fire  Com- 
mission. That  is  the  trouble  which  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  matter  of  salaries.  Still  the  Council 
has  passed  upon  it,  and  they  cannot  reach  this 
difficulty  by  dealing  with  salary  after  salary  in 
this  way— it  has  got  to  go  another  year — simply 
because  we  have  undertaken  to  do  what  is  really 
and  undeniably  wrong.  We  have  given  some 
more  than  they  are  entitled  to,  and  the  endeavor 
has  been  made  to  bring  some  others  up  to  that 
standard.  I  do  not  see  where  the  remedy  is 
in  this  wise.  Alihough  you  increase  the  territory 
of  the  city,  these  superintendents  can  only  do  so 
much,  and  they  must  have  their  assistants. 
Undoubtedly  they  are  valuable  officers  with  con- 
siderable to  do,  but  it  does  not  require  such  a  par- 
ticular and  specific  knowledge  that  it  is  not  very 
difficult  to  find  men  to  fill  such  places.  A  good 
square  man,  with  common  sense  and  practical 
business  education  and  experience,  can  take  the 
position  and  discharge  the  duties  very  well. 
And  you  wUl  find  that  such  men,  having  a 
fear  of  the  risks  of  bvusiness,  are  very  ready 
to  exchange  for  positions  of  this  kind'  with  a 
salary  of  $3500  a  year.  We  must  look  some- 
what at  the  kind  of  men  we  have  to  fill  these  posi- 
tions, and  v'hat  on  the  whole  will  Le  a  fair  salary 
for  such  men;  and  although  we  are  satis- 
fied that  the  salaries  are  not  equal,  yet 
when  they  are  passed  upon,  and  the  Coun- 
cil's attention  has  been  called  to  this  inequality, 
still  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  worth  while  to 
go  on  and  amend  this  bill  in  this  way.  Certainly, 
so  far  as  this  particular  section  is  concerned,  it  is 
the  best  thing  for  the  Superintendent  and  the 
business  of  this  department  that  this  provision 
should  be  retained. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  always  listen  with 
great  respect  to  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  bu;  I  must  differ  with  him  in  this 
particular,  and  I  hope  this  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. This  order  compels  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  act  as  secretary  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  and  I  understand  that  he  wishes  one  of 
his  clerks  to  act  as  the  secretary.  I  think  the 
amendment  should  pass. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — There  is  another  reason 
why  this  amendment  should  prev-Jil.  The  Fire 
Commissioners  are  allowed  to  employ  a  clerk  for 
J1500  a  year.  The  Board  of  Health  has  a  separate 
clerk,  and  an  assistant  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Health  acts  as  clerk  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 
A  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Inspector  of  Muildings 
is  secretary  to  that  committee.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  officer,  with  the  vast  amount  of  labor 
and  the  large  appropriations  of  money  to  be  ex- 
pended in  that  denartment,  should  be  relieved  of 
this  extra  duty. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— In  regard  to  the  duties 
of  secretary,  if  the  woric  is  nothing,  there  is  no 
neces-sity  for  him  to  be  there.  The  Health  Depart- 
ment have  three  clerks  with  salaries  amounting  to 
$3500  a  year,  one  of  whom  acts  as  secretary  to  the 
committee,  while  that  duty  is  added  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  Well,  I  tliink  it  does  not 
require  so  much  work  to  scrape  oft'  th^  top  of  th(> 
streets  as  it  does  to  lay  a  good  foundation.  Many 
people  can  clean  up  a  floor,  but  it  takes  a  pretty 
good  joiner  to  look  after  the  laying  of  one.  I  be- 
lieve the  Superintendent  should  be  paid  for  this 
duty,  and  that  is  why  I  make  this  motion. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers, 
Lamps  and  Public  Lands  aie  each  required  to  act 
as  secretary  to  the  committee  on  that  department; 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings  and    Superintendent 


of  Public  BuD<ling8  seem  to  have  l)een  omitted. 
In  other  words  the  superintendent  should  l)e  pres- 
ent at  all  meetings  of  the  committee.  They  meet 
once  a  week,  on  Fridays,  and  possibly  at  other 
times,  if  necessary ;  and  when  they  pass  upon  any 
matter  the  superintendent  ought  to  be  itresent,  to 
give  information,  to  undei-stand  what  is  being 
done.  It  is  better  that  he  should  be  required  to  be 
present.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  sug- 
gested that  heads  of  dejjartments  usually  run 
the  machine.  I  think  that  depends  some- 
what upon  the  character  of  the  com- 
mittee which  has  charge,  but  still  tJie  heads  have 
a  large  influence  in  deciding  what  is  to  be  done. 
You  cannot  get  along  without  a  secretary,  and  he 
and  the  Superintendent  .should  be  one  man.  I 
have  had  a  large  number  of  matters  before  this 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  I  think  the  amount  of 
writing  to  be  done  is  very  little.  If  they  agree 
upon  an  order  it  is  easily  written;  if  the  report  is 
leave  to  withdraw,  a  single  mark  will  indicate 
that.  Theie  is  no  keeping  of  long  records.  The 
labor  of  writing  is  not  very  laborious,  and  if  it  is, 
the  clerks  in  the  office  no  doubt  do  it  all.  It  .seems 
to  me  that  the  public  service  is  better  oft' by  re- 
quiring that  so  important  an  officer  as  the  Super- 
intendent should  always  be  present  at  the  de- 
liberations of  a  committee.  Now,  then,  I  have 
never  been  a  stickler  for  low  salaries,  and  I  never 
raised  such  a  question  until  the  salaries  of  these 
Fire  Commissioners  were  raised.  When  they  were 
established,  I  voted  for  .$4000  with  great  pleasure ; 
some  wanted  it  .$5000.  But  when  we  come  to  deal 
with  it  practically,  in  a  great  city,  with  very  many 
important  officers  with  important  duties  to  per- 
form, and  influencing  the  expenditure  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars, — when  we  come  to  consider  that, 
and  see  that  the  friends  of  the  different  officers  of 
the  City  Government,  who  observe  their  value  and 
notice  the  labors  they  have  performed,  and  com- 
pare them  with  those  salaries  which  have  been  es- 
tablished in  seasons  of  excitement,  we  all  feel  that 
there  was  some  injustice  done,  and  there  has 
been  an  endeavor  to  bring  those  salaries  up 
to  the  amount  of  others  established  in  sea- 
sons of  excitement,  when  it  has  turned 
out  that  these  officers  have  not  such  difficult  and 
arduous  duties,  and  that  was  the  main  reason 
why  I  voted  for  a  deciease.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to 
keep  them  where  they  are ;  it  is  to  be  a  bone  of 
contention,  and  is  bad  economy  for  the  city ;  you 
never  can  get  rid  of  it,  and  if  you  keep  those  sala- 
ries wherethey  are,  there  will  be  a  constant  pull- 
ing up  of  other  salaries  to  the  higher  figures.  It 
will  constantly  interfere  with  the  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  city.  When  we 
passed  upon  them  in  detail,  there  was  an  effort 
made  to  bring  those  salaries  down,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  they  were  kept  up,  although  the 
officers  were  appointed  under  an  ordinance  which 
says  they  shall  receive  such  salary  as  the  City 
Council "  shall  determine.  Perhaps  it  was  detei'- 
mined  that  it  was  not  for  the  public  good  to  lower 
them,  but  here  it  is,  night  after  night,  we 
go  into  this  struggle,  and  really  for  that  reason 
alone,  and  had  it  not  been  for  that  the  salary  bUI 
would  have  been  disposed  of  long  ago.  Notwith- 
standing that  I  do  not  think  we  should  disarrange 
the  public  service  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  who  is  expected  to 
know  all  about  eveiything  in  the  department, 
should  not  be  at  the  committee  meetings  to  give 
all  the  information  they  require.  They  do  not 
have  so  many.meetings ;  the  business  of  that  com- 
mittee and  the  Supeiintendent  is  for  the  most  part 
in  the  streets ;  the  time  spent  in  formal  session  is 
very  small,  and  the  labor  is  not  there.  And  al- 
though tliere  is  an  inequality  in  the  salaries, 
and  we  have  reason  to  complain  of  it,  still 
it  has  been  settled  —  perhaps  wrongly,  as 
some  of  us  think,  perhaps  rightly,  as  others 
believe,  and  we  should  deal  with  it  on  its  exact 
merits,  for  the  public  good  and  free  from  all  con- 
siderations of  feeling.  I  have  desired  that 
the  rate  of  salaries  should  be  such  that  all 
heads  of  departments  and  officers  of  the  (Jovern- 
ment  should  be  content  with  their  posittions  and 
he  liberality  of  the  Council. 
1  Mr.  Powers  of  W;'rd  4— I  trust  this  amendment 
to  strike  out  will  prevail ;  not  that  the  services  of 
the  Superintendcr.t  as  secretary  may  be  lost  to 
the  committee,  hut  rather  in  the"  hope  that  he  will 
be  able  to  get  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  a  year 
for  the  service  whi.ch  he  may  render.  I  think  the 
gentleman  f romWard  12  is  somewhat  misinformed 
as  to  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
so  far  as  the  labor  of  the  secretaryship  is  con- 
cerned.    As   I   am   informed,  the   labor  is.  rery 
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arduous,  and  he  is  not  able  to  complete  his  record 
at  the  oflace,  but  is  obliged  to  take  it  home  and 
finish  it  tttere.  This  I  have  substantially  from  the 
Superintendent  himself.  With  the  duties  of  this 
officer  I  am  perhaps  more  familiar  than  with  any 
other  official  of  this  city,  and  certainly  no  one 
looks  more  closely  after  his  department  than  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  I  should  therefore 
hope  that  he  intends  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
secretai'y,  but  he  thinks,  and  I  think,  he  should 
have  some  compensation  for  his  services.  Thirty- 
six  hundred  dollars  is  a  very  small  salary  to  him  in 
his  capacity.  His  labor  has  been  very  much  in- 
creased, and  his  duties  are  so  constant  that  he 
cannot  Ipave  the  city  for  an  hour  hardly,  certain- 
ly not  for  a  day. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  that  the  sentiment 
offered  by  the  {gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  a 
principle  behind  it.  1  agree  with  him  perfectly 
that  there  never  will  be  harmony  until  an  equality 
of  salaries  shall  be  established.  That  is  the  diffi- 
culty all  through.  Upon  this  particular  amend- 
ment I  desire  to  say  something  that  I  think  is 
proper  under  the  circumstances,  and  that  is 
this:  I  am  opposed  in  princijile  and  practice, 
as  I  said  here  last  year,  to  the  idea  of  having  a 
head  of  department  the  secretary  of  the  commit- 
tee. It  is  all  wrong  in  principle  and  practice. 
That  is  where  the  trouble  comes  from.  The  city 
pays  for  a  clerk  of  committees,  and  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  that  clerk  to  keep  the  records  of  commit- 
tees; and  he  has  an  assistant,  so  that  if  two  com- 
mittees are  in  session  at  the  same  time,  there  are 
two  clerks.  My  idea  is  that  the  proper  way 
for  committees  to  do,  when  they  desire  in- 
formation or  statistics  from  a  department,  they 
should  call  on  the  head  of  that  department  and 
request  him  to  be  present.  It  is  not  his  duty  to  be 
present,  but  he  should  be  there  at  their  request. 
Now,  I  know  of  committees,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, where  members  have  been  restrained  from 
stating  things  that  they  wished  to  state  and  would 
have  stated  if  the  head  of  the  department  had  not 
been  present.  That  doctrine  I  stated  several 
months  ago  and  I  believe  it  to  be  perfectly  right. 
In  regard  to  this  particular  office,  I  think  the  du- 
ties of  the  position  are  enough.  I  do  not  think 
this  Superintendent  should  be  the  scribe  of  this 
committee.  When  he  is  invited  to  be  present  at 
meetings  of  the  committee  it  should  be  to  hear 
what  they  have  to  say,  to  take  their  instructions 
and  follow  them  ;  the  committee  should  have 
a  scribe  or  clerk  to  keep  their  records  and 
the  Superintendent  should  not  be  there  as 
clerk  or  to  dictate  to  the  committee.  He  may  be 
\  there  to  give  his  judgment  or  to  answer  questions 
when  put  to  him,  but  not  as  scribe  or  clerk.  Now, 
sir,  I  think  if  this  whole  matter  with  regard  to  the 
management  of  committees  should  be  changed  it 
would  be  a  saving  to  the  city  treasury  and  for  the 
public  interest.  We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
obtain  from  the  heads  of  some  of  the  departments 
information  as  to  what  is  their  policy.  We  do  not 
know  what  is  the  policy  of  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers— what  they  propose  to  dictate  to  the  depart- 
ment, or  what  salaries  they  intend  to  pay  the 
firemen.  We  are  kept  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  facts,  and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  pass 
upon  the  aggregate  of  their  appropriation, 
without  knowing  how  it  is  to  be  expended. 
I  might  enlarge  considerably  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so.  What  is 
the  custom  and  practice  in  committees?  They  get 
together  in  the  rooms  of  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment and  matters  are  discassed,  and  by  and  by 
Mr.  A  says,  "My  business  is  such  that  I  must 
leave"  ;  and  then  Mr.  B  and  Mr.  C  fay  the  same 
thing,  and  before  the  business  for  which  tbey  met 
is  accomplished,  the  whole  matter  is  substantially 
left  with  the  head  of  the  department.  We  may 
talk  and  theorize  as  much  as  we  please,  but  it  is  a 
fact.  I  say  the  whole  theory  is  wrong ;  no  head 
of  a  department  should  be  secretary  of  any  com- 
mittee; he  should  be  there  at  the  request  of  the 
committee,  and  when  asked  should  give  his  opin- 
ion. We  have  these  bickerings  about  this  or  that 
man's  salary,  and  finally  settle  it  as  the  whims  of 
the  members  of  the  City  Government  control  them, 
and  not  upon  any  principle.  I  think  the  whole  thing 
ought  to  be  reestablished  upon  a  sound  bf.sis,  and 
I  should  hope  that  when  the  new  city  charter  is 
submitted  to  us  this  matter  may  be  arranged  so 
that  we  shall  not  have  this  difference  of  opinion. 
,  Mr.  Perkins  of  AVard  IC — Being  a  young  man 
from  one  of  the  country  wards,  I  am  a  little  taken 
in,  perhaps.  I  have  understood  that  the  Superin- 
tendent wanted  to  be  relieved  of  this  duty,  be- 
cause he  wanted  to  b6  present  at  the  meeting  of 


the  committee  and  have  one  of  his  clerks  take  the 
records  of  the  committee.  From  the  conversa- 
tion of  gentlemen  in  my  rear,  and  from  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman,  it  is  apparent  tome  that 
this  was  an  attempt  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  $400  a  year  or  more.  That 
was  not  my  intention ;  it  was  simply  that  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  should  be  relievetl  from 
the  duties  of  scribe  to  that  committee,  and  take 
one  of  the  young  men  from  his  office.  If  this  is 
the  purpose  to  be  accomplished  I  hope  it  «ill  pre- 
vail ;  otherwise  I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  certainly  was  the 
object  I  had  in  view,  and  I  do  think  a  salary 
should  be  attached  to  the  position. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  AVard  9— My  principal  fear  is 
that,  if  we  begin  to  amend  this  bill,  there  is  no 
telling  where  we  shall  come  out.  We  have  been 
over  the  course  once.  Doubtless  there  are  ine- 
qualities in  the  bill,  but  it  is  hardly  probable  that 
a  b'll  could  be  made  in  which  there  would  not  be 
an  inequality.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  this  bill, 
having  been  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, is  likely  to  have  less  inequality  than  any  oth- 
er, and,  if  the  Council  commences  upon  one  item, 
we  shall  be  gradually  drawn  into  others.  I  feel 
safer,  therefore,  in  voting  against  any  amend- 
ment, and  I  have  done  so  thus  far.  For  these 
reasons  I  hope  this  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  "secretary  to  the  Committee  on  Paving," 
the  words  "with  a  salary  of  $400  per  annum." 

Mr.  Brackett  of  \Vard  10—1  would  inqu^ire 
whether  this  amendment  is  in  order,  as  the  Coun- 
cil have  substantially  voted  it  down  before,  in  re- 
fusing to  make  the  salary  $4000. 

The  President — The  Chair  decides  that  it  is  in 
order  The  salary  is  fixed  at  $3600,  but  this 
gives  some  additional  duties  to  perform,  and  the 
amendment  fixes  the  compensation  for  those  du- 
ties. I  think  it  is  in  order  to  fix  a  salary  there 
without  a  transgression  of  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  question 
on  the  amendment  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  it  was  adopted — yeas  31,  nays  '26,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Bleiler,  Brown,  Cawley, 
Collins,  Davis,  Day,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait,  Gordon,  Huunewell,  Long,  McCarty,  Mo- 
ley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Pease,  Powers, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Thacher,  Walbridge,  Warren,  Whis- 
ton,  N.  S.  Wilbur.  Willcutt,  AVoodward— 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Boardman, 

"Brackett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Ciocker,  Crowley,  Cush 

man.  Dean,  Harrington,  Kimball,  Loring,  Minot, 

Peabody,  Perkins,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Smith, 

Sprague,  Sweetser,  AVest,  Weston,  AVoods — 26. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  to  amend  section  six,  by  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing from  $2500  to  $2000. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put,  and 
declared  1  ist.  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the 
vote,  and,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  AVard  15, 
the  vote  was  verified  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost — yeas  22,  nays  35,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Boardman,  Brown,  Caw- 
ley, Collins,  Cushman,  Davis,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Ful- 
ler, Gordon,  Harrington,  Long,  McCarty,  Moley, 
Noyes,  Powers,  Sibley,  Thacher,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward — 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Bleiler, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Crocker,  Crowley,  Day, 
Dean,  Goldthwait,  Hunnewell,  Kimball,  Loring, 
Minot,  Mooney,  Morse,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Perkins,  Pray)  Putnam,  Russell,  Shaw,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Walbridge,  AVarren,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  Willcutt— 35. 

The  remaining  sections  of  the  th'rd  order  were 
then  read. 

The  President — The  order  has  had  a  second  read- 
ing ;  the  question  is  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  wi'-h  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  amendment  of  tlie  Al- 
dermen— "one  horse  and  vehicle  or  more,"  in  sec- 
tion four  (relating  to  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings),  and  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  that 
out  and  inserting  "a  horse  and  vehicle,"  so  that  it 
shall  read  as  it  is  in  the  bill  as  rei)orted  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— During  the  last  year 
and  former  years,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  has  had  the  use  of  one  horse  and  vehicle 
and  has  used  his  own  horse  in  the  city's  service 
at  his  own  expense.  This  year  the  territory  has 
■  been  so  increased  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  hav3 
more  than  one  horse  and  vehicle,  as  he  has  assist- 
ants who  have    to  go  in  different  tUrections  at  th  e 
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same  thne.    It  v^jll  be  no  loss  to  the'  ieity  tiJ'have 
tjiis  extra  horse  and  vehicle.     , ',  ,        . 

Mr.  Ciwley  of  Ward  2— It  seems  to  m'c  to  be  as 
upsat'e  in  this  case  as  it  may.be  in  any  other.  There 
is  no  restriction  in  this  case ;  he  too  may  run  a 
Ijvery  stable.  If  he  needs  fwo,  it  should  be  limit- 
ed to  that  number. 

Mr.  liurditt  of  Ward  IG— I  think  that  two  horses 
and  vehicles  will  be  all  that  will  be  required,  and  I 
should  be  vvilling  to  ofEer  an  amendment  to  the 
ifiotiou  so  that  the  wOrds  inserted  shall  read  "one 
or  more  horses  and  vehicles,  not  exceeding  two." 

Mr.  Minot  of  W'ard  17  suggested  "two  horses  and 
vehicles,"  if  necessary." 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  inquired  whether  this 
amenclment  is  intended  to  mean  two  of  each  or 
Wo  togetlier. , 

pChe  President— The  amendinent  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  2  is  to  strike  out  the  words  "one 
horse  and  vehicle  or  more,"  and  insert  the  words 
as  they  now  stand  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  IG — I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  instead,  the  words 
"horses  and  vehicles  not  exceeding  two  in  num- 
ber." 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  not 
wise  for  us  to  limit  this  Superintendent  to  any  par- 
ticular number  of  horses  or  vehicles  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties.  He  has,  I  understand, 
three  assistants,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  send 
one  or  two,  and  even  three,  to  different  parts  of  the 
city  on  business  that  must  be  performed  at  a  partic- 
ular time.  If  under  the  direction  of  the  committee 
he  is  allowed  to  use  horses,  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  place  this  limitation  upon  them.  It  seems 
as  if  gentlemen  fear  that  these  horses  may  be  used 
JEor  private  purposes.  Under  h.uch  a  limitation  as 
that  it  would  appear  that  we  cannot  trust  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings.  I  should  move  to 
amend  by  inserting  "one  vehicle  or  more,  as  re- 
quired by  the  public  service." 

The  President— The  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  whether  the  Su- 
perintendent had  asked  for  an  extra  horse  and 
vehicle. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  have  heard  the  Super- 
intendent say  that  smce  the  territory  was  ex- 
tended another  horse  Avould  be  reqiiired.  I  think 
the  order  as  it  came  from  the  Aldermen  is  the 
best,  but  I  offered  tne  amendment  to  satisfy  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  So  far  as  using  the  city's 
team  for  private  purposes,  in  this  case  it  has  been 
the  other  way.  A  private  team  of  the  Superin- 
tendent's has  been  used  for  public  x>urposes. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I   believe  this  one  of  the  " 
best  public  offteers  int'iiscity.    I  should  like  to 
know  how  many  assistants  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  has  outside  of  his  own  office. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — In  the  erection  of  build- 
ings it  is  necessary  to  have  men  to  supervise  their 
construction,  laut  I  do  not  know  that  the  Superin- 
tendent has  any  assistants  outside  of  his  own  of- 
fice. It  is  necessary  that  he  should  communicate 
with  those  superintending  the  construction  of 
buildings. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— There  are  four  persons 
regulaily  employed  in  the  office  beside  the  Super- 
intendent. A  considerable  part  of  the  work  re- 
quired of  them  is  going  back  and  forth  to  school- 
houses.  As  to  men  employed  to  superintend  jobs, 
I  am  not  able  to  state  whether  they  require  a 
horse  and  carriage.  It  is  required  principally  for 
the  use  of  the  a>sistants  in  the  office  who  have  to 
go  back  and  forth  in  different  parts  of  the  city 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  think  I  have  got  a  reply 
at  last.  Now,  sir,  he  thinks  tliat  they  are  emr 
ployed  to  go  bet^vecn  schoolhouscs.  Does  he 
think  it  necessary  to  employ  horses  and  carriages 
for  those  as.sistants  to  go  between  those 
schoolhouscs?  I  think  we  have  horse  cars. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  is  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  ought  to  be  able  to  state  definitely. 
I  want  to  know  what  reason  there  is  to  have  horses 
and  carriages  for  the  assistants.  I  do  not  find 
anybody  here  who  can  give  a  reason.  Now  I  must 
say  that  if  any  person  could  give  a  proper  defini- 
tion, or  can  parse  the  sentence  in  this  amendment, 
it  might  be  properly  understood.  It  proposes  to  al- 
low hiiu  "horses  and  vehicles  not  exceeding  two  in 
number."  What  does  it  mean?  Not  exceeding 
two  horses  and  two  vehicles?  By  and  by  we  shafl 
have  to  pass  some  order  or  other  giving  the  mean- 
ing of  this  amendment  if  it  is  at^'pteu-  I  cannot 
understand  it.    That  may  not   be    surprising.  ■  I 


•cannot  understand   a  great   rhafiy  things   round 

'about  City  Hall.    I  am  opposed  to  all   this  so^rt  of 

•thing.  It  is  certainly  such  legislation  as  we  should 
not  put  upon  recor(i.  We  pass  an  order  to  allow  a 
horse  ancl  vehicle  for  the  Superintendent  and  his 
assistants,  and  yet  it  has  not  been  proved  that  he 
has  any  assistants  outside  of  the  onice. 

;'•  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — I  stated  clearly  enough 
'that  these  vehicles  were  to  be  u'  ed  by  the  a'sist- 
ants.  We  have  four  assistants  there,  and  I  am 
not  clear  that  even  two  horses   and   two  vehicles 

'will  answer  the  purpose.  But  I  will  withdraw  the 
amendment,  i)referring  the  order  as  it  was  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  think  we  will  make  a 
mistake  in  non-concurring  with  the  Aldermen.    It 

'•will  show  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the  committee. 

■'If  I  had  a  man  employed  I  could  not  trust  I  would 
discharge  him  and  get  another.  If  we  cannot 
trust  our  committees  we  had  better  look  to  their 
construction. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— It  seems  to  ms  that  if 
the  Superintendent  needed  an  extra  horse  he 
would  have  brought  it  before  the  committee.  I 
believe  there  is  no  need  of  it  whatever. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — I  do  not  know  v.'hether 
the  Superintendent  needs  more  than  one  horse, 
but  there  are  assistants  who  must  have  a  horse. 
I  heard  the  Superintendent  say  this  morning  that 
he  had  received  more  letters  than  he  could  attend 
to,  as  one  of  his  assistants  was  sick. 

Ml .  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  fact  is  the  depart- 
ment has  three  hcrses,  two  for  the  assistants.  I 
am  ■willing  to  give  the  Superintendent  as  many 
horses  as  are  iiecessaiy,  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
making  flsh  of  one  and  tlesh  of  the  other.  Every 
other  Superintendent  has  but  one  horse,  and  I 
'  liope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20 — I  hope  the  amendment 
wiU  not  i)re vail;  I  do  not  believe  in  giving  any 
superintendent  more  horses  than  are  necessary. 
I  believe  one  horse  is  all  he  requires. 
'   Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — The  explanation  has  been 

fiven  rather  tardily,  that  this  office  is  different 
rom  the  others,  because  there  are  two  assistants 
who  require  the  use  of  horses.  Now,  to  provide 
the  Superintendent  with  horses  means  to  pro'vide 
them  for  the  department,  because  there  is  no  pro- 
;  vision  for  them  otherwise.  If  the  department 
'-'needs  three  horses  all  the  time,  you  have  got  to 
provide  three  horses,  and  you  cannot  strike  out 
this  amendment  without  putting  in  something 
else. 

■  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  same  rule  applies  to 
the  Paving  Committee  and  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. Tl.is  is  oiily  the  regular  salary  of  the  su- 
perintendent; the  department  regulates  the  horses 
for  the  assistants. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — If  the  department  can 
spend  money  for  horses  and  vehicles,  why  cannot 
they  do  it  for  the  superintendent?  There  is  a  sort 
of  incongruity  in  the  idea  that  it  is  necessary  to 

•  provide  for  one  and  not  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  only  want  to  say  one 
word  in  reply  to  the  genilsmau  from  Ward  12. 
When  he  argued  for  a  decrease  of  salaries 
he  occupied  different  ground.  Now  he  argues 
that   this    department   should   be   put  upon  dif- 

•  ferent  ground  from  the  others.  It  has  not 
been  proved  to  the  Council  that  it  is  essen- 
tial for  the  assistants  to  have  horses.  I  believe 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  froni  Ward  16  is 
not  substantially  correct.  There  are  hut  two  as- 
sistants: I  have  been  there  of  ten  and.found  but 
two,  and  recently, 'since  the  railing  has  •  been  put 

'  up;  I  have  found  a  boy  behind  it. '    ■ 

'-■     Mr.  Burditt  of   Ward  16—1  tell  the  gentleman 

distinctly  there  are  three  men  employed  there, 

besides  the  young    man '  whom    the    gentleman 

terms  a  boy.    There  are  four  and  no  less. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Will  he  be  kind  enough  to 

five  the  names  of  those  gentlemen  ?  T  never  saw 
ut  two  gentlemen  there  besides  the  boy. 
Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  ]— The  names  of  the  gen- 
tlemen are  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  and'  an- 
other whom  I  do  not  know,  and  recently  the  com- 
mittee have  voted  Mr.  Tucker  the  aid  of  a  boy. 
■  While  I  am  up  I  will  say  that  I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  WartT  2  will  not  prevail.  No 
due  norse  can  do  the  work  cf  that  ofiice,  tnt  Mr. 
Tucker  will  not  have  more  than  one  if  it  is  not 
necessary.  '      ' 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The-riames  of  the  as- 
'  sistants  ate  as  stated'by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
'■i;  and  there  is  another,  besides  the  boy,,  who  has 
' 'bare  o|  the  sthoolhoiise'sv  ;  '    • 

:;■■    Mri-fthaw  of  Ward 5-^I  Teif^rate  mv statement, 
•^'■iKrt-W^tfisfaridf  ng  that  or  the  chaifAan  of  the  com- 
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mittee.  The  pentlemen  employed  there  are  Mr. 
Tucker,  aiul  Messrs.  Jenkins  ami  Fisher  and  the 
boy,  and  nince  annexation  there  has  been  appoint- 
ed for  outside  business  another  party  who  reports 
to  the  office.  I  do  not  make  any  statement  that  is 
not  susceptible  cf  po  itive  uroof. 

Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13— We  seem  to  have  got 
into  a  great  muddle  in  regard  to  the  department. 
There  are  four  men  employed  in  tliat  office.  Mr. 
Tucker,  the  s-uperintendent ;  Mr.  Fisher,  his  clerk ; 
and  the  city  is  divided  into  two  districts,  the 
North  and  South  End.  Mr.  Jenkins  has  the  South 
Ead  and  another  gentleman  has  the  North  End. 
Then  there  is  another  man  who  looks  after  new 
buildings,  and  a  boy.  There  aie  three  horses  in 
the  department.  Each  of  tlie  assistants  has  a 
horf-re  ;i piece. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  and  the  call  was  not  su-<tained — 6  for, 
35  againi^t— one-iifth  not  having  voted  therefoi. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  was  rejected — 8 
for,  CO  against. 

Mr.  Flyiin  of  Ward  7 — I  move  to  strike  out  "a 
hone  and  vehicle"  and  insert  "one  horse  and  ve- 
hicle, or  more,"  in  section  three  (relating  to  Su- 
perintendem;  of  Streets). 

The  question  was  put  and  declired  lost.  Mr. 
Flynn  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  call  v/as  not  sustained — 7  tor,  35  against. 

The  question  v/as  put  on  the  amendment  by  a 
rising  vote  and  le  ulted — 1  for,  24  against. 

The  Presiilent— A  quorum  does  not  appear  to  be 
present;  shall  the  Council  adjourn? 

Mr.  Sho.w  of  Ward  5—1  move  the  Council  now 
adjourn. 

'ihe  President— The  Council  must  stand  ad- 
journ el  if  thi'ie  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  call  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— Do  I  understand 
that  a  quorum  has  not  voted  or  is  not  present? 

The  President — The  Chair  will  ascertain  if  a 
quorum  is  present  by  a  call  of  the  roll. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  following 
members  answered  to  their  names: 

Present — Messrs.  Adams,  Bearce,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Har- 
rington, Hunnewell,  Kimball,  Leach,  Long, 
Loring,  McCarty,  Minot,  Moley,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Peobody,  Peaf  e.  Pray,  Put- 
nam, RusstU,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Walbridge,  Warren,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods, 
Woodward— 50. 

Absent— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barnes,  Barry,  Beal, 
Bent,  Bleiler,  Burgess,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacey, 
Denny,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hlne,  Jennings, 
Kent,  Martin,  Perkins,  Powers,  Sweat, Train,  E.  P. 
Wilbur— 23. 

^  he  President— A  quorum  is  present.  The  Chair 
will  take  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  twenty- fourth  rule : 

"Every  member  who  shall  be  present  when  a 
quest'oa  is  put,  where  he  is  not  excluded  by  inter- 
est, shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Council,  for 
special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him." 

The  Pre-ident— When  a  vote  is  taken  and  there 
is  no  quorum  the  Council  can  do  no  business,  and 
there  is  nothing  for  the  Chair  to  do  but  to  declare 
the  Council  adjourned,  if  the  Chair  strictly  ad- 
heres to  the  rule. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  and  it 
was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 23  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  section 
five  (relating  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands)  by  inserting  "and  he  shall  be  allowed  the 
use  cf  a  horse  and  vehicle." 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  asked  for  yome  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  is  on  that 
committee  and  I  should  rather  look  to  him  for  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Crov/ley  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail; the  horse  and  vehicle  were  not  needed  for 
that  officer. 

The  amenilment  of  Mr.  Flynn  was  lost  by  a  ris- 
ing vote— 3  for,  45  against. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  moved  to  make  the  salary 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  $2000  instead 
of  $1800. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  move  the  previous 
question  upon  the  passage  qi  the  order. 

The  Presiilent— The  question  is,  shall  the  main 
question  now  be  »;ut? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  President — The  motion  is  not  in  order. 


Mr.  Shaw — I  submit  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  is  not  in  order . 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  that  it  is  in 
order. 

Mr,  Shaw — I  submit  that  the  question  had  not 
been  put.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  made  the 
motion  before  the  Chair  had  put  the  question,  and 
therefore  the  gentleman's  motion  for  the  previous 
question  was  not  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that  all 
this  debate  has  not  been  strictly  in  order,  and  has 
been  allowed  from  mere  cleverness  of  the  chair, 
and  not  in  accordance  with  strict  parliamentary 
law.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put? 

Mr,  Shaw— I  submit  that  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion, the  Chair  not  having  put  the  question  to  the 
Council,  and  consequently  the  main  question  has 
not  been  called. 

The  President — The  Chair  stated  the  question 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order  directly  after  the 
second  reading  was  had.  The  last  amendments 
have  all  been  made  under  the  stage  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Sir.  Shaw — I  admit  that 

The  President — Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it;  my 
point  is  that 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw — The  Chair  can  decide  just  as  it  sees  lit. 

The  President — Tlie  gentleman  will  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  shall  take  my  seat  when  I  have 
stated  my  point— 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  be  seated ; 
he  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Thaiher  of  Ward  15  moved  the  Council  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Flynn  desired  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  moved  that  Mr. 
Flynn  be  excused. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  give  some  reasons  for  being  excused. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  excusing  Mr.  Flynn. 

The  call  was  not  sustained,  and  the  motion  to 
excuse  was  put  and  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  was  not  in  order,  the  Council  having  just 
voted  not  to  order  them. 

Mr.  Flynn— It  is  to  verify  the  vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  that  it  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  respectfully  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair,  and  on  that  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sustain- 
ed—2  for,  48  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  Council  adjourn. 

Lost,  a  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Flynn 
not  being  sustained— 4  for,  47  an;alnst. 

The  question  on  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  put,  and  the  Chair  was  sustained — 49 
for  and  0  against. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  fourth  order  (on 
page  eleven)  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  Council  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  ta- 
ble.   Lo'-t. 

The  order  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed. 

TRUSTEES  OF  MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

,The  Council  took  up  the  report  nominating 
George  L.  Burt  and  Elbrldge  G.  Knight  trustees 
at  large  of  Mount  Ho\)e  Cemetery  for  two  years, 
and  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  West  of  Ward  16,  Brackett  of  Ward  10 
and  Sprague  of  Ward  4  were  ai)polnteil  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 

They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 4S 

Necessary  to  a  choice - 25 

George'L.  I>urt  had 48 

Elbridse, G.  Knight 48 

And  they  were  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  adjourn,  and  the  question 
being  put  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Noyes  asked  for  a  verification  of  the  vote. 

Ten  voted  for  and  twenty-five  against  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  President — A  quorum  is  not  present,  and 
the  Council  stands  adjourned  until  Thursday  even- 
ing next. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

■  '         APRIL    13,    1874. 


Tho  regular  weakljf  mastinj;  of  the  Boar  1  of  Al- 
denaon  vva-  heli  at  lour  o  cloak  P.  M:,  Al;leiman 
Clark,  Chaiiman,  piei-i.dng. 

JUEOUS  DRAWX. 

■  Ten  jurors  were  drawn  for  Ihe  April  term  of  the 
8uter»or  Couit  (first  sosion). 

EXF.ODTIVE  NOJIIXATIONS. 

WeigliT  and  Inspector  of  Hay  in  Eiighton— 
Thomas  Hunt. 

Folice  Officer— John  H.  Terry,  for  special  duty 
at  Kaneuil  HaU  Market  and  India  Wharf  Slarket. 

f-pecial  Police  Uftiters  —  Williaiu  Shertd  and 
<hiiiy  otheiy,  for  various  localides  in  the  cUy 
(mostly  reappointments). 

Weighers  cf  Coal— 1'red.erick  Munroe,  Samuel 
P.  Mooay. 

Keverallv  confirmed. 

Police  Ofiicer-— Duncan  M.  Corlisp,  (5eo;go  T. 
Teaton,  (iorhani  H.  Everheck,  (;eorge  H.  Auf.ms, 
Warren  H.  Whittaker,  Clarence  E.  iJthy,  Chari6j 
Dunton,  Walter  a.  Arnold,  Uoliert  Carroll,  Edwin 
"W.  Abbo.t,  John  M.  Curtin. 

Etfeired,  on  motion  of  Al leiman  Cutter,  to  the 
.Gojumiktee  ou  Police. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  following  orders  of  notice  came  up  for  con- 
sideration in  th :;  regular  order  of  business : 

Order  of  notice  on  i)etiiioi!  of  Chailes  T.  Story, 
foj  leave  to  locat"^  and  use  steam  engine  and 
boiler  on  U}ed  aud  F.iruham  street-:.  No  objec- 
tions, and  recommitted,  to  Coairuittee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

Orders  of  notice  of  conaideration  of  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Clielsea  street,  between 
•Brocks  and  Pi escott  streets;  in  Princeton  street, 
easterly  f  :oni  Pre;C0tt  gtre?t ,  and  in  Lrics;-  on  Etreeu 
(JDorche.tJr)  between  High  and  Fulto.i  streets. 
JNo  obje.tions,  and  severally  recommitted  to  tcm- 
mittee  on  Bewers . 

Order  of  r.ct  ce  cf  proposed  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Commercial  street  from  Dorchester 
avenue  to  Pleasant  st:  eet,  iii  1  leasant  st:eet  from 
Commercial  to  Stoiighton  street,  and  in  .Stoughton 
street  fiom  I'leasanc  lo  Sumi.er  street. 
'  Mr.  Martin  K.  Lynch  appeared  as  a  remonstrant; 
he  considered  that  in  this  particular  pait  of  that 
portion  cf  Pleasant  street  there  was  no  necessitv 
for  a  sewer  immediately,  though  the  time  will 
com''  when  there  must  "be  one.  Other  paits  of 
Ward  16  need  sewers  live  hundredtimes  more  tnan 
this.  The  abutters  have  not  a?Ked  for  it,  lo  his 
knov/ledge,  and  lie  had  made  iiKiui.ies  to  learn  if 
any  one  had  signed  it.  It  woul;i  be  much  better 
for  the  city  to  construct  as  few  eewers  in  Ward  lU 
as  po-.sil.le,  unti'  a  scientific  commission  could  be 
orstanized  to  estallish  a  better  hysteni  of  sewer- 
iiiXC-  He  shn)  ly  spoke  for  Pl2a.?ant  street ;  he  had 
all  the  drainage  he  nee  Jed  and  did  not  think  his 
■heighfcors  needed  any  more. 

Tne  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  against  tho 
propo-ed  sewer  in  Commtrcial  street,  signed  by 
Kdward  V.  Munroe  and  twenty  others. 

Mr.  Munroe  appeared  and  sa  d  three-fouiths  of 
the  abutters  on  Commercial  street  do  not  want  a 
sewer  put  in  there;  they  do  not  feel  able  to  bear 
the  expense. 

The  Chairman  read  a  communication  to  the 
Boaid,  signed  by  Samuel  Powner,  in  f.ivor  cf  the 
sewer  in^Comm'.'rcial  street;  he  deemed  it  very 
important  that  the  sewer  shoul  I  be  built,  and  un- 
less it  is  constructed  the  accumulation  of  foul 
water  on  the  suif.ice  will  create  a  nuisance. 

Mr.  Lynch  sa^d  this  was  the  firsc  time  he  had 
learnou  that  there  was  fomebody  in  f  .xvor  of  iho 
eewer  on  that  st:c?t.  He  thought  Mr.  Bowuer 
woull  wear  a  "woo  leu  overcoat"  before  the  sewer 
was  really  needed,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  assess 

•  people  cf  moderate  means  to  pay  for  the  con- 
■Btruction  of  a  sewer  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  rich.  Moreover,  it  was  not  right  to 
allow    the    assessment    tO    be    entirely    in    the 

•  hands  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  who 
•would  oUow   his   fa.ori;es    not   lo  pay   a   cent. 

He   knew  of   a    case    of    this    kind;    a   gentle- 

•  m-an  named  Clapp  did  not  pay  a  cent,  anu  when 
the  SapeiiQt.endent  was  asked,  ho  replied  that  it 
wasthe  re.-  ult  of  an  agreement.    Mr.  Lynch  would 

.  :Bot  yvCld  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  £o  far  as 


practical  knowledge  of  sewers  was  concerned; 
ilie  only  way  was  lo  get  a  scientific  commission  to 
establih  a  comprehensive  iystem.  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  do  this  thing  it  will  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  will  cf  all  the  people  there  except  Mr. 
.Downer. 

The  order  cf  noti'e,  the  remoPiStrance  and  the 
petiiion  were  recommitted  to  the  Commiltee  on 
Sewers. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearlrg  on  petit'cn  of  trus- 
tees cf  estate  of  Walter  Ba'ker,  for  assi,S}meut  of 
damages  cau'cd  by  locat.on  cf  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road over  their  land. 

Alderman  Stebl. ins— Both  parties  to  this  order 
of  notice  have  agreed  that  this  Board  f  hall  raturn 
nomiml  damages  m  oruer  that  ihey  may  carry  the 
mttiter  before  the  proper  court,  and  1  therefore 
•offer  the  following: 

On  t!ic  petition  of  Eilmund  J.  Kaker  and  oth- 
:er>-,  t.u.'tecs  i:nder  the  will  cf  Walter  Paker, 
late  cf  Dorchettsv,  pray.ng  this  l^oard  to  estimate 
the  clamagei  sustained  by  tiie;n  in  coj.seciuence  of 
the  lo  atiou  and  maieteii;ince,o;i  the  uth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1871,  of  abrai-chof  the  Oil  Colony  Rail  oad 
ui.  on  aid  over  tuo  parcel^;  of  haid  belonging  to 
the  late  Wrlcer  Bnker,  in  Dorehe.ster  r.toresaiu,  as 
in  saitl  i  etition  is  more  fully  set  forth ;  it  now  ap- 
pearing that  raid  OU  Colony  Rail.oail  Company 
has  been  drdy  notified  cf  the  pendency  of  said  pe- 
tition, it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  ths  damages  occa?ioned  to  said 
peti  ioneis,  trustee?,  as  afoiesaid,  by  the  location 
and  maintenance  cf  the  binnch  of  the  Old  Colony 
Riihoacl  over  ihe  parcels  of  lind  of  the  late  Wal- 
ter Baker,  in  that  part  of  l.oston  which  was  for- 
merly callsd  Dorchester,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
flxea  at  the  sum  of  one  ilollar. 

Passed. 

PETITION?  RTiFKRKED. 

To  Ihe  Commiltee  onfjicensss.  Lewis  B.  WUsor, 
for  leave  to  give  a  sacretl  concert  and  readings  zt 
Miisic  Hall  on  Sunday,  April  19. 

D.  K.  Sibley,  lor  a  cariiage  stand  on  Milk  street, 
in  front  of  llialto  Building. 

To  Ihe  Comniitcee  on  Eaet  Boston  Ferries.  Wil- 
liam L.  Hurt,  Postmaster,  that  Ihe  1  >tter earners  of 
this  city,  when  on  duty,  be  allowed  to  cro.ss  tha 
■feriies  f  .ee  of  toll. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Haley  & 
Morte,  for  removal  of  restiictions  on  a  lot  of  land 
on  Warwick  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
PuMic  Land". 

To  th?  Committee  on  Claims.  .John  Mulrady,  to 
be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an  allfged 
uef  set  in  C  hardon  street. 

Mrs.  Mary  Rosa,  to  be  paid  for  damages  for  per- 
roiial  injur, es  caused  by  an  alleged  detect  in  'iuf  .3 
and  Utica  streets. 

Alexander  Karquharson,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  from  an  alleged  defect  in  Harri- 
son avenue". 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  Steplien  Hill,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment of  his  estate,  Lincoln  st.eet.  Ward  1.). 

T.  C.  T.  Buckley  ei  a/.,  for  order  of  payment  of 
land  damages  in  the  matter  of  laying  out  of  ex- 
tension of  i^iookside  avenue,  West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict. 

Elward  W.  Thaxter,  to  be  paid  for  luid  taken 
in  widening  South  street.  West  Roxbury,  in  isn?. 

To  the  Committee  on  Suronj  and  Inspection  of 
Buildinys.  L.  W.  Simons,  for  l;>ave  to  enlarge 
wooden  bull  ling  on  Mo. .mouth  street.  Ward  I. 

To  tli.e  Comm'uiee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  E.  H.  R.  Rugbies,  f.)r  l;av3  to  lemove  two 
trees  f  com  sidew  ilk  of  Richmond  street,  Ward  10. 

To  the  Committej  on  Puvln-j.  Stephen  Hill,  to 
be  paid  for  g.atte  damages  to  his  Citate,  Lincoln 
street,  AVard  19. 

F.  Timmon^',  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
estate  on  Linccln  stroct.  Ward  19,  also  for  abate- 
ment of  as-essmentof  betterment  on  said  street. 

John  S.  Wliiting,  agent  for  the  Barker  estate, 
for  abatement  of  sidewalk  a.'Se.-sment  on  Heiley 
street,  Chaiie-town. 

■  Isaac  Woodman,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19. 

N.  J.  Bradlse  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Lewis 
park  and  adjacent  streets. 

Shawmut-'avenue  Baptist  Sot;iety,  for  leave  to 
project  two  gas  1  unp^  over  the,  tloors  of  their 
''  church. 

Charles  Tileston,  for  leave  tomova  an  old  build- 
ing upon  a  portion  of  Washington  street  it  corner 
of  River  street,  W:.rd  IG,  ior  a  space  of  two 
month':,  v;hilia  new  building  is  being  erec.ed. 

E.  H.Baker  etoi.,  ch  ii,  F  st.'est  be  paved  with 
wood  biftween  Broadway  and  Fourth  street. 
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•  ,  Llveru-*  Hull,  ct  ah,  for  cdKestoncs  and  side- 
'w.^lk^  on  School  street,  Ch-arlestown. 

To  the  CoDunHtee  on  Lamps.  George  N.  Coinc", 
relin<niishinn;  to  the  ciiy  the  lajnppost  and  lauteni 
erected  by  him  at  323  Wa'liuifrton  st:eet. 

To  III  p.  CointnUi'if;  on  Sewrtv.  E  Iwanl  W. 
Brown,  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Paris  Ktreet,  l>etween 
Decatur  and  I'orter  streets. 

Peter  Wolfi",  Jr.,  ei  k^s.,  for  sewer  in  Mechar.ic 
street,  Roxbury. 

To  tltc  Comviitlec  on  Health  on  the  part  of  tho 
Board.  Boston  Pi  ottclive  Deparlnn  jit,  for  leav« 
to  occupy  ;in  iron  .-md  wood  staLle  for  two  horscj 
on  corner  of  Haniilou  and  Franklin  streets. 

H.  F.  Hayward,  for  laive  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one"  hor.-e  on  Clarence  place,  VV,<rd  IC. 

P.  Richaid  Etty,  for  leave  to  occuiiy  wooden 
stable  for  one  ho)  se  on  Eail  .street.  Ward  16,  oppo- 
site Matthews  Fchuol. 

Peter  Flyun,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  hoise  on  Centre  street,  No.  26fi,  AVard  15. 

POIITKAIT  OF    <;H.\KLES  SUMNER. 

"     The  following  was  received,  read  and  ref:;rrcd 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Sumner  Ceremonies: 

BO.STON,  Aprd  13.  1874. 
To  the  City  Council  of  Boston  :  Gjntlsineii— I 
take  pleasure  in  stating  vhat  in  tho  early  part  of 
November  last  1  wa?  to  fortunate  as  to  persuade 
Hon.  Chailes  Sumner  to  sit  to  Mr.  E  Ig.xr  Packer 
cf  this  city  f  jr  a  thrce-qunrter  ler.gtb,  liie-sizc 
portrait.  The  requisite  number  of  sittings  were 
cheeifully  given,  the  last  one  liavin  ;  been  made 
about  fo'ty-cighr,  hours  befo.e  Mr.  Sumner's  de- 
partme  foi- AVashinglon.  This  portrait  has  been 
pullidy  exhibited  m  Postou  for  more  than  two 
weeks,"  during  which  time  it  h;\s  been  sten  and 
carefully  examined  by  numerous  f. lends  of  the 
lamented  senator,vi  hose  concurreuttsstimoiiy  con- 
cerning it>  lidcliiy  to  the  original  justitie-;  ths 
assurance  that  it  JEaitl;f  iiilv  reprc-ents  him  as  be 
appeared  during  tlie  lait  ti\-i  mouths  of  his  ea;t  i- 
lyexiitence.  A  f ?w  of  his  friends  and  admirers 
haviag  expressed  a  wii-h  that  it  may  be  placed  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  the  money  required  for  its  purchase 
has  been  contributed  by  various  gentlemen, 
v/hose  names  will  hereaficr  be  made  public,  and 
it  is  therefore  now  offered,  through  you  to  the  city 
of  Ko  ton,  with  a  request  that  it  be  placed  in  the 
"Old  Cratile  of  Liberty,"  or  some  other  public 
tu'Pling.  Among  the  many  friend-,  of  Mr.  Sum- 
ner who  have  expressed  their  unquidihed  ap- 
piovalof  this  portrait,  are  dohiiG.  VVhittierand 
Wendell  Pbllii)S,  copies  of  who  e  letiers  of  com- 
mendation are  aupended.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  very 'respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, C.  H.  Brainj^kd. 

STEAM  WHISTLE  ON  PROVIDENCE  BAILROAU. 

A  petition  was  received  from  George  F.  Wood- 
man e^  af.,  residents  of  Boston,  representing  that 
the  frequent  u?e  of  steam  whistles  on  tho  locomo- 
tives of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Raiho.vd  Cor- 
poration is  a  nuisance,  and  p  aying  that  m^iaGures 
may  be  taken  to  abate  the  sa  ne. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  mat  the  petif.on  be  re- 
fened  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Hoard,  with  instructions  to  give  the  par  tie:  a 
hearing. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  woulG  suggest  that  the 
committee  And  out  whether  this  board  has  the 
power  to  abate  such  a  nuisance.  I  do  not  believe 
ihey  have  any  such  power  over  a  railroad  corpora- 
tion. 

Al  lerman  Peters— This  Board  has  the  power  to 
apply  to  the  Railroad  (,'oiniuissioners,  and  the  pe- 
titioners desire  first  to  i- how  this  board  that  it  is 
necessary.  Tliey  must  make  applicntion  to  thi? 
Board  before  going  to  the  Raii.oad  Commission- 
ers. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  prevailed. 

UNFINISH3D  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  ef  Streets  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  on  Broo'.cs  stieet,  from  Chelsea 
to  Benningtoa  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay  brick 
sidewalks  on  northerly  side  of  Whit3  street,  from 
Brooks  to  Putnam  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Sireets  to  pave 
Meridian  street,  from  Central  square  to  Lexington 
street,  with  small  granite  blocKs,  at  an  estimated 
CJSt  of  $15,030.    Passed. 

Order  for  .Superintendent  of  Streelsto  gravel 
Paris  street,  from  Porter  to  Beimingtou  street,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $3000.    Passed. 

Order  f  jr  S.iperintendent  of  S.reets  to  set  c  Jge- 
stones,  p-ive  gutters  and  repair  roadway  of  Hayuea 
trcet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  JiSoJO.    Passed. 


Order  to  abate  from  the  bett?nnent  assessed  on 
the  Parker- Memorial  Meeting  Houjo,  fjrihccx- 
tenion  of  Ap;delon  street,  ihe  sum  of  .;8.5. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  woul  !  like  to  liive  the  Al- 
.derman  who  offered  this  order  explsiin  why  wo 
Bhoul  I  abate  this  amount  f.om  the  betterment 
as  exsed  upon  that  chuich. 

Al  le.mau  Hirris— Al„ho.igh  I  offere  1  this  or  ler 
the  Cha.rroan  cf  the  Bo. ird  is  more  familiar  with 
the  sulijeot  than  I  am,  as  it  came  b(  fo.e  ihe  com- 
mittee last  year.    He  w)ll  undoabtcaly  be  able  to 
explain  it  better  tha::  I  can. 
Al  lerman  Cutter  in  thi  Chair. 
Al.lermaa    (Urk— When   Api-letoii   street    was 
laid   out,   the    fitreet   Commissioj.ers    took    lai:ci 
which  belonged  to  the  Parker-Memorial  (buich 
for  the  puipo-e  cf  laying  out  that  s tree tj  and,  as 
is  u.susl,  allowed    Ihtni  a   certain  sum.    Tiie  com- 
mittee if  tlie  <  hurch  were  not  sati-lied  wiih  the 
award  inasmuch  as  ic  was  r.oD  so  much  a.s  the  price 
paid  for  the  prope'tv  a  short  time  previou-^.  i-,f  jer 
coiisultatioiiwith  he  commillee  the  trustees ajiieed 
to  accepi  the  award  made  by  the  comrai-^sioners 
upon  certain  conditions,  which  were  that  the  city 
ihould  lay  r.o  assessment  for  bette;ments  upon 
the  part  of  th?  }nope;ty  to  be  used  for  churth  pur- 
poses.   That   was  b(fo:e  the  commitee   tf  last 
year.    Tha":   committe  ii.formod    them   that,   al- 
ihough  it  was  api)arenily  a  fair  offer  upon  the  part 
of  the  tiustees,  the  committee,  as  it  thru  existsd, 
coul  1  not  make  a  bargain  v.'hich  v.onl  I  be  bindir.g. 
upon  a   future    City  Goveinment.     'ihe  tiustees 
reque.ted  that  the  views  cf  the  committee  of  last 
year  be  put  in  writing  and  a  reco.d  of  them  made, 
v/hich  was  done.    The  st:eet  was  buiK  and  assess- 
ments  for   betterments   have   been  laid   by  tho 
Street   Comnussionors,   and    the    trustees    wo'tt 
come     and    ask    the    city   to  ab.itc  the    amount 
assessed  upon  the  part  ued  for  a  churih.in  ac- 
cordance with  ttie  understanding  of  ihi  committee 
of  last  year.    The  committee   oi   this  year,  after 
going  into  this  matter  thoroughly,  in  coi.sultatiou 
wth  lihe  Street  Commisi-io;,e.s,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  if  they  abated  o  e-hdf  of  the  better- 
ment laid  upon  thc^  thurch    it   wjuli  bo  nothing 
more  than   fair   towards  boch  the   trustees  and 
the    city.     Thoe   are   the   facts    as   they   stood 
la't  year    and    as    thay    slanJ  toJaj.      In  cut- 
ting "thioagh    thei-e     tae     city     cut   a   piece   of 
land   adjoining   Mr.  Hayccs's  land,   upon  which 
there  is  no  abatement,  the  btttelment  assessed 
theieupon  is  paid  in  full.    It  is  a  question  whether 
the  city  can  collect  asse;tmen''s  for  l.c.leiment3 
upon  eharitabl:!  institu'dons   or  church  pio^.crty. 
But  wc  have  o))tained  cojsent  from  iheiii   to  pay 
a  large  proportio.i  of  the  assescment  on  the  pari; 
used  for    store  purj  o  es.    They  woulil  not  have 
accepted  th  s  award  for  damages  had  not  thisAoto 
been  put  upon  j-ecor  1  by  the  committee  of  la.-.t 
year. 
Al  levimn  Clark  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Cutter— While  that  may  be  a  verj'  fair 
explanatior,  it  seems  to  me  that  a>  that  property 
received  a  benefit,  1  do  not  see    why  they  should 
not  pay  the  betterment.     Ihycame  to  this  Gov- 
ernment and  desire!  us  to  lun  that  street  through 
there,  and  they  represented  tliat  they  would  oo 
willing  to  pay  "a  liberal  assessmentfor  Letteiment. 
Weh-:;itatea  about  runidng  the  street  thiougb, 
but  tinslly  did  it  to  acconimoJaLe  Ihem,  and  now 
it  seems  to  me  they  should  con-.e  up  ami  pay  th?ir 
assessment.    I  do  no;  consider  it  chur.  h  property. 
I  understand  that  they  h  ive  theatrical play.^  the.e. 
on  Sunday  evenings  and  charge  admitt.mce,  which 
is  no  doui;t  ve.y  profitable  to  them.    Jn  that  con- 
nection I  woul  I  like  to  ii.qui  re  of  theCommit.ec 
on  Licenses  if  they  have  obtaiLed  a  license  for 
tho-e  entertainments. 

Al  lerman  Bigelow— I  do  not  recollect  of  any 
such  petit  on  having  been  refened  to  the  Com- 
mit; ee  on  Licenses. 

Al  lerman  Stebbmr— I  am  rather  surprised  that 
the  senior  member  ef  this  Board  shoul  I  delib- 
erately state  that  any  church  was  ruauing  theat- 
rical in' e  tainments  oa  Sunday  evenings.  1  am 
certain  that  if  he  hatl  gone  ih  re  ai^y  Sunday 
night,  with  a  twenty-five  cent  scrip,  he  would 
have  been  delighted.  There  have  been  conceits  or 
readings  given  there  on  Sunday  evenings;  I  have 
been  there  on  many  Sunday  evenings  mys<  If.  1 
know  noth'ng  of  this  matter  ef  batteiment,  but  I 
have  understood  that  there  was  an  agreement 
such  as  has  I'een  alludeil  to.  At  the  lime  they 
bougiu  this  land  i:  was  under.-iiood  bv  the  c.ty 
that  they  Irid  bought  enough  to  wi ien  the  street 
on,  but  1  ))clieve  tney  make  no  profit  on  the  Jaud. 
Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  pressing  against  that  church,  biit  they 
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certainly  wished  to  have  that  street  extended.  I 
asked  them  if  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  their 
asseesment  and  they  said  they  would.  We  en- 
deavored to  accommodate  them,  and  now  I  think 
they  oucht  to  pay  their  assessment. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board,  read  the  record  of  the  vote 
which  was  a  part  of  the  settlement : 

"Tliis  committee  al?o  put  upon  record  that,  in 
the  settlement  of  damages  for  the  land  taken,  it  is 
understood  that  the  city  is  to  assume  the  better- 
ment which  is  to  be  assessed  upon  the  church,  ex- 
cept upon  the  store  part  of  the  same." 

It  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  settlement  in  the 
award  for  land  damages,  understanding  that  any 
agreement  entered  into  last  year  could  not  be 
binding  upon  any  future  City  (Government. 

Alderman  Cutler— It  :eems  to  me  that  this  is 
rather  an  irregular  way  to  settle  bette:ments.  It 
looks  like  an  attemjt  "to  control  the  subsecjuent 
Government.    I  do  not  like  that  way  of  settling. 

The  Chairman— 'the  matter  is  entirely  in  the 
handset  the  Board  of  Aldeimen  to  accept  or  re- 
ject the  award ;  it  is  just  the  same  as  any  other 
recommendation  of  a  conmiittee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  vote  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  order  was  pasf^ 
ed— yeas  il,  nays  1— Alderman  Cutter  alone  voting 
in  the  negative. 

MOJJTHLY  REPORT  OF    THE    FIRS  C0MMISSI0NER3. 

•  The  fifth  monthly  report  of  the  Eoard  of  Fire 
Commissioners  was  i-eceived,  transmitting  a  rec- 
ord of  fires  and  alarms  during  the  month  of 
March  and  copies  of  recent  orders  issued  by  the 
board,  with  a  list  oi  imjjortant  appointments  made 
by  them.  Whole  number  of '  tires  duiing  the 
month,  87, including  2!i  still  alarms.  Loss  on  buildr 
ings,  $10U,774;  insurance,  S>8i>,7G4.  Loss  on  ,'lotk, 
^2tj2,582  29;  insurance,  ;$24o,o58.  Number  of  alarms 
duiing  the  month  of  March,  1873,  37. 
The  report  was  sent  down. 

TRUSTEES  OF  MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Report  of  committee  nouiinatiug  George  L.  Burt 
and  Elbridge  G.  Knight  as  Trustees  of  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery  came  up  with  certificate  cf  elec- 
tion of  said  trui- tees. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Aldermen  Worthington  and  Peters  were  ap- 
pointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
Ther  reported  a^  follows : 

Whole  number  ot  vote3 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Gsorge  L.Burt  had , 12 

•  Mbridge  G.  Knight i'.;. ; .'J.'.'. 13 

And  they  v/ere  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

COMMISSIONER     OE     PUBLIC     LANDING     PLACE     IN 
MILTON. 

A  certificate  was  received  cf  the  election  by  the 
Common  Council  ot  Eleazer  J.  Bispham  as  a  com- 
misi-ioner  on  the  Milton  Lanciing  Place,  in-.tead  of 
William  Sayward,  chosen  by  this  Board. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  Aldermen 
Worihiugton  and  Peters  being  appointed  to  col- 
lect and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Lleazer 
J.  Bispham  had  received  11  votes,  and  E.  B.  Ran- 
kin 1.  Bjlr.  Bispham  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

THE  S.\LARY   BILL. 

The  Salary  bill  (revised),  City  Document  No.  S3, 
came  up  with  the  following  amendments:  In 
salary  of  Superintendent  of  Sswers  strike  out  the 
words '-one  or  more  hinses  and  vehicle."  In  sal- 
ary of  Superintendent  of  Street-  insert  "i$40[)  for 
services  as  secretary  to  Committee  on  Paving." 

Tne  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  ainend- 
u»entto"the  sectitm  fixing  salary  of  Superintend- 
ent of  Sewers. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  it  is  in  order,  I 
would  move  to  strike  out  all  reference  to  a  horse 

•  and  vehicle.  1  think  it  i^  a  mistake  to  put  any- 
thing of  that  kind  into  these  salarie-^.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  to  furnish  the 
Superintendent  with  such  means  as  may  be  neces- 
saiy  to  do  his  work.  I  trust  we  shall  strike  out 
the  reference  to  a  horse  and  vehicle  in  every  case, 
a.nd  refer  it  to  the  committees  on  the  diilerent 
departments.  As  it  is  now,  it  comes  in  as  a  part 
of  the  salary.  1  hope  we  shall  strike  it  out,  for 
then  it  wUl  be  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  notapait  of  the  salary.  I  therefore 
move  to  strike  out  the  entire  part  of  the  section  in 
•regard  to  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

.Alderman  Cu-tler— 1  hardly  think  that  would  bo 
■judiciou*:,  for  we  see  evidence  in  the  action  of  the 
different  committees  that  they  are  inclined  to  fa- 
vor tho .- heads -ot  their  .departments.    They  will 


move  to  increase  the  salaries  of  their  superintend- 
ents, and  other  members  have  to  vote  it  down.  If 
you  let  this  go  to  the  (?ommittees  thsy  will  be 
very  generous  and  allow  the  Euperinte".dents 
to  keep  as  many  horses  as  they  w^nt,  and  perhaps 
one  to  use  for  the  family.  I  should  rather  trust  it 
to  the  members  cf  this  tsoardthan  to  allow  it  to  be 
controlled  by  members  of  the  tommittt  e ;  then  ihis 
Board  can  call  the  committee  in  question  if  they 
exceed  their  duties. 

AlJerman  Worthington — I  am  not  very  stren- 
uous in  this  thing,  and  or.ly  Wished  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  Board.  I  think  itisw^ongto 
attach  it  to  the  bill;  the  true  way  is  to  allow  the 
committees  to  u?e  their  own  discretion.  It  is  no 
argument  to  use  that  the  committees  may  be  in- 
dulgent, and  give  a  superintendent  too  many 
horses.  I  am  not  afraid  anything  will  get  through 
here  so  long  as  the  feuior  Alder. .an  from  Warn  G 
remains  vipilant  at  his  post,  e:ccepx  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  If  it  is  any  ether  committee 
wc  shall  bear  all  about  it, and  nothing  detrimental 
to  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  would  be 
allowed. 

AldermanEmery— I  think  that  the  position  cf 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  is  correct,  and 
I  should  go  with  htm  cheeifuUy  If  we  had  noi; 
passed  upon  the  other  heads  cf  departments. 
There  ought  to  be  (  oinething  like  i:njfonnity  in 
our  action.  If  we  had  uot  passed  upon  those  other 
matters,  I  should  very  much  prefer  to  take  this 
cour.'e  with  the  who'l;  of  them.  For  myself,  I 
think  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  salary;  we 
should  vote  upon  the  salary  directly,  and 
in  no  other  way;  when  v/'e  vote  for  a 
salary,  we  should  fix  ihe  amount  required  and  not 
Undertake  to  th low  in  a  horse  and  vehicle;  then 
we  know  what  we  are  doing.  But  as  we  have 
passed  upon  the  others,  I  think  it  hardly  worth 
while  to  make  this  change. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  if  the  Superin- 
tendent of  that  department  requires  more  than 
one  horse. 

Ald-innaii  Fower— The  Superintendent  doss  not 
want  any  horses,  and,  if  his  wishes  were  to  be  con- 
sidered, ths  amendment  of  the  gentleman  f ;om 
the  Highlands  would  be  adopted.  I  shoull  cer- 
tainly favor  if,  if  it  were  xjosrible  to  go  back  and 
jjut  them  all  upon  the  same  footing.  It  always 
tells  against  the  officer.  If  the  salary  question  is 
rai-ed  in  this  Board  and  the  Superintendant  wants 
an  increase,  it  is  brought  ujj  againr-t  him  th  it  hs 
has  a  hoise  and  carriage,  reckoned  at  $1000  a 
year  at  least.  I  think  iD  would  be  best  to  allow 
committees  to  manage  the  different  department^, 
and  when  there  i-*  a  necessity  for  a  conveyance  to 
carry  the  Superintendent  to  different  parts  of  the 
city  let  the  commiitee  ordjr  it  when  needed.  But, 
as  the  matter  has  been  passed  upcn  pnd  every 
other  superintendent  has  his  horse  left,  I  hopevve 
shall  concur  in  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington — Having  accoinplt'hed 
what  I  wished  to  bring  out— an  expression  of  the 
sentiment  of  tliis  Board  on  the  subject— I  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Council  Was  concurred 
in. 

The  question  was  then  on  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  allowing  the  Superiutendent  of 
Streets  |400  saliry  for  services  ab  secretary  to  tho 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  knov/  cf  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  whether 
or  not  he  indorses  11ns  increase  of  salary  and  tho 
-change  in  the  order  in  relation  to  a  horse  and  ve- 
hicle for  his  department. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  committee  do  not  desire 
any  change  in  the  amemlment  in  relation  to  tx 
horse  and  vehicle. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  know  the 
gentleman's  opinion  about  ihe  increase  of  salary 
thatisa^ked  for  here— whether  he  indorses  it  at 
this  time  or  not. - 

Alderman  Cutter— If  thei;e  is  anybody  in  this 
City  Hall  who  deserves  ^n  incre.ase  of  salary  it  is 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  I  have  stated  here 
before,  and  I  presume  the  Alderman  was  present, 
that  the  services  of  ihe  Superintendent  of  Streets 
are  wort.i  more  to  tlie  city  than  the  entire  Board 
"of  Health,  whom  you  give  $12,0D0,  and  allow  a 
clerk  besides.  Although  I  am  adverse  to  an  in- 
crease of  salaries  this  year,  yet,  owing  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  different  branches  of  this  Government, 
I  do  not  feel  that  I  should  stand  up  here  and  op- 
pose this  small  sum  which  th.' other  branch  have 
Eo  kindly  tehdered  to- him.  • 
'-  Alderman -Brooks^Ioeitainly  -am-  gL-idtb  hsat 


^QG 


BOAJIP      OF      ALiPJ^BMEN 


the  chairman,  of  this  coinmitti.'e  pxiirci-is  his  vitjws 
pii  hig  j>)j^tter,  becftiise  1  consider  l)jm  pnc  of  th^ 
,?tr(Jnfjeit  guardiaiis  of  Uiis  :poa,id  \n  regard  to  tl^ 
expendit^irc  of  the  taxpayer:*'  money.  \VUile  ije 
Oas.tHkcn  strq^iggromid  against  4U  ijicrease  Cjl 
palarj'  here,  it  comes  also  to  tjie  poijit  tha,t  he  iij 
doing  what,  he  has  accused  other  jneiabers  pf  tl^is 
Poardof  favoring,  Now,  it;  s^enw' to  me,tha( 
Witli  all  the  other  hoads  of  depar^inents  remainiiig 
where  they  were,  it  would  be  an  i)ijiistice  to  ifXr 
crease  this  sal  ryto  the  egcehision  of  all  t))e  others. 
I  have  felt  that  fought  vQ  do  justice  to  tjie  difr 
ferent  departments  ip  this  Grovermuent.      I  know 

ihat  the  po--itioa  of  the  S  iperiutendent  of  Streets 
s  a  very  onerous  one,  an(l  we  have  a  iiian  quali- 
iedtotill  it;  while  1  know  the  circumstances 
{ind  should  have  been  willing  to  vote  it,  but  feefr 
ing  that  it  is  my  strict  duty  to  oppose  this  i|x- 
crease,  I  think  it  ill  becomes  any  gentle- 
man to  stand  here  and  advocate  the  claims  of  this 
pfflcer  any  more  than  those  of  the  heads  of  othpf 
deportments.  We  have  other  heads  of  depaffc- 
pients  as  competent  and  earning  their  salaries  ^s 
well  as  this  one  does.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
take  the  position  he  has  adhered  to  all  the  way 
thiough,  and  which  he  has  de.-irec^  all  otlier  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  to  take— that  U,  to  let  the  salary 
of  the  hsad  of  this  department  remain  where  it  is, 
■vyithout  doing  injustice  to  any  other  department- 

Ablerman  J'eters — 1  wo'.ilcl  say  of  the  chairman 
pf  the  Committee  on  Paving,  that  I  have  found 
hlpi  as  economical  on  tjie  committee  a.s  he  is  iij 
this  Board,  and  when  this  matter  came  up  he  opr 
posed  it  in  committee  as  well  as  here.  We  lia^e 
already  talked  more  than  $-100  viortn  ahout  tljjs 
bill,  and  I  think  now  that  we  had  better  concur 
rather  than  send  it  back  to  the  (.'ouncil  again. 

Alderman  Worthington — Would  it  be  proper  to 
go  back  and  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  Sewers  and  I'ublic  Buildings  ?  Th^y 
are  ecjually  deserving  of  an  increase  of  salary 
with  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  I  am  in 
favor  of  making  their  salaries  $4000,  so  as  to 
be  consistent,  if  we  commence  this  thing 
we  should  deal  fairly  and  jiistly  wjih  ihem 
all;  they  all  earn  their  money,  and  ought  to 
have  ^4000.  But  as  we  have  passed  over  tlie 
Others,  I  want  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for 
slipping  aside  and  increasing  this  one  and  voting 
him  additional  compensation  for  doing  what  afi 
the  others  do.  If  w^  are  to  pay  for  cierks  of  com- 
mittees let  us  do  it  squarely.  Let  us  be  square 
.and  vote  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  the  $4001) 
which  he  ought  to  have,  and  give  the  Superintend- 
ents of  Sewers  and  rublic  Buikbngs  §4000  wbicp 
they  ought  to  have,  and  all  earn  so  well,  Let 
Vis  meet  the  thing  fa-rly  and  squarely,  ^e 
are  business  men  and  should  meet  this  business 
fairly,  and  not  undertake  to  go  around  and  arriye 
at  the  desired  point  by  some  other  process.  I 
hope  we  shall  not  concur  in  this  amendment,  buj; 
vote  him  5i!4000  a  year,  and  then  go  back  and  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  other  sup^riatendents  to 
$4000. 

Alderman  Hfall— The  Alderman  from  the  High- 
lands says.  Let  us  be  just.  I  think  that  will  apply 
to  this  case  very  well.  Everybody  must  know 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  better  worth 
$4000  a  year  than  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  is 
worth  $2000.  The  work  of  the  latter  officer  js 
done  by  contract,  and  can  he  proseciited  only  a 
few  months  hi  the  year,  and  yet  the  Aldevman  adj- 
yocates  making  his  salary  the  sa)r>e  as  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  The  gentleman  reminds  me 
that  iiaving  is  done  by  contract;  lie  knows  that 
the  Street  Commissioners  have  nothing  to  do  but 
the  widening  and  laying  out  of  streets. 

Alderman  '\\^ortjiin£toa— Tlie  Superintendent 
h^.s  nothing  to  do  wicb  that.  ■' 

AMcrmaii  Hall— He  figures  it  all  put  for  theqi, 
apd  everyone  of  us  knows  it;  and  yet  you  compare 
him  with  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers  and 
Health.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  this  amemlment, 
and  then  we  shall  have  finished  the  Salary  bill  fpr 
the  year. 

Alderman  Peters— All  the  contract  work  in  the 
paving  Department  is  for  I'tying  the  blocks,  which 
9,re  allf  urnished  by  the  city. 

Alderman  Brooks— Are  the  b)Qcks  all  furnisjied 
by  the  city  ? 

Aldennan  Peters— They  are  furnished  by  con- 
tract, awarded  to  the  lowest  bidtter. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentlepjan  fipm  Ward  IP 
dpes  not  seem  %o  tjija^  that  contract  worls  j-equirsfs 
mvich  attention.  We  award  every  cpntr^ct  with 
ihe  conditipn  thatJt  Hfijst  be  dOB^  sa''is:fi^ctiori}y 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Str^pt^,  wWch  F<;«J}tV# 
Jljin,  tfi  lop^  £Vt  ev^ry  bloc^:,  ani  £%r§  y^   liW^ys 


pome  trp\ible  with  them.  And  so  jt  J.*  if  Lth  ttk^ 
work ;  it  .must  be  dppe  to  thQ  satisfivctiqn  of  ifes 
Com;njttep  oa  J'avlng  and  tlje  Supermtend'ept  iji| 
Strppts.  As  regards  the  ditferencg  fetwei-.i)  tti« 
Superintendents  of  Streets  and  gewprs,  the  l+tt^ef 
l^S  quite  an  easy  time  of  it  during  tiie  five  winter 
jnpnfjig,  wj^ile  Iflxc  former  has  to  tpe  that  every 
street  is  clear  of  snow,  to  that  when  tlie  gentle,- 
man  comes  in  from  tlie  Hjghland  District  wuh 
pis  span  he  can  trpt  alpng  without  any  iricpnveqr 
leiicp. '  It  must  be  attended  tp  before  Jha  stpji^ 
.cpases,  although  I  was  adverse  1  o  an  in(;rease  of  t Jjjji 
gentleman's  salary  this  year— for  I  knew  we  conjij 
^pcure  his  services  without  it,  and  was  tles'rous 
pf  keeping  salaries  f  loip  being  increased,  having 
noriced  that  w.ages  have  been  reduced  bycorpor;^ 
tions,  and  it  iloes  not  hecMme  us  ^s  a  Boarci.  t« 
make  aii  increase,  I  think  that  ratlier  thap  let 
this  bill  gp  back  to  the  Council  1  would  vote  tor 
this  st)iall  sum,  which  wt)uld  be  satL- factory  to  tup 
gentleman,  lo  the  otrer  branch  and  to  us. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
says  that  ths  Sujterintendent  of  Streets  is  required 
to  look  at  every  paving  block.  JJoes  hu  mean  tp 
stand  there  and  tiy  to  make  me  believe  tlrat  the 
Superintendent  does  look  at  every  block  that  is 
put  down  in  the  streets  of  Boston?  If  he  can 
prove  that  the  Superintendent  does  that,  he  can 
make  ■  me  believe  that  that  officer  earns  .^4000  a 
year  and  more.  He  refers  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewers  having  an  eary  time,  and  my  friend 
here  says  he  is  worth  only  .9'JOOO,  while  the  Supet- 
intenlent  of  Streets  is  worth  ,?400).  I  cannot  agree 
with  him.  All  the  work  of  the-e  superintendents  is 
let  out  by  contract,  and  they  are  to  oversee  it,  and 
have  it  clone  in  a  workmanlike  manner.  I  do  n<rt 
believe  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  looks  at 
eveiy  block.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  the 
policy  of  not  increasing  salaries'  generally  at  this 
time ;  he  had  advocated  economy  thoroughly  and 
strongly  in  this  Board;  I  know  that  he  occupies  a 

Sosit  on  which  requires  him  to  advocate  economy; 
is  services  to  this  Board  have  been  such  that 
the  people  expect  him  to  advocate  it  on  all  oeca- 
f-ions,  and  they  look  to  him  much  more  thaii  other 
members  of  this  Board.  1  say  it  is  not  just,  at  this 
time;  I  do  not  think  I  shoula  be  doing  justice  tp 
other  heads  of  departments  who  are  as  competpnt 
as  this  one,  I  shoul.1  i.oS  wish  to  say  anything 
against  the  Supeiiutendent  of  Streets,  but  I  do 
hot  wish  to  be  put  upon  recprd  as  doing  injustice 
tQ  the  other  heads  of  departments.  I  hope  this 
Board  will  not  go  in  for  an  irjcrease  of  this  salary 
now. 

Alderraah  Peters— The  Chajr  has  not  answered 
the  iincsiion  of  the  gentleman  from  the  Highland 
District,  whether  if  we  concur  with  the  Common 
Council  it  will  end  the  whole  thing 

The  Chairman— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  the 
bill  has  passed  beyond  reconsideration,  except 
sections  two  and  three. 

Alderman  Prescott— Upon  that  ruling  of  the 
ChaiT,  which  I  believe  is  correct,  I  feel  compelled 
to  vote  against  this  amendment,  for  the  reason 
stated  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  1,  that  if  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  should  be 
raised,  the  heads  of  other  departments  should 
have  an  increase  of  ^ala^y  in  the  same 
proportion.  It  is  true  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  has  more  to  do  this  year  than 
ever  before;  but  that  is  true  of  the  Superintend- 
eptof  Public  Buildings.'  Ihere  will  be  by  far 
mere  public  buddings  erected  this  year  than  ever 
before.  Ic  seems  that  the  Alilerman  from  Ward  6 
ieeommends  this  increase  in  order  to  concur  with 
the  Common  Council.  That  is  hardly  a  good  rpa- 
.son.  He  has  made  the  .statement  repeatedly  in 
tl}is  Board  that  gentlejnen  connected  wilh  certain 
Committees  were  always  ready  to  fa,vor  tbJe  d&- 

gartments  with  which  they  are  connected;  aow 
e  i»  in  favor  of  increa,sing  the  salai-y  of  the  head 
pf  the  department  with  which  he  is  .connected, 
when  there  is  no  opportunity  to  increase  those  of 
other  heads  of  departments.  Inasmuch  as  we  are 
unable,  at  this  stage,  to  give  an inciease  toother 
heads  of  departments,  I  feel  called  upon  to  oppoa^ 
the  amendment. 

Alderman  Cjrtter— The  genlleman  does  not  know 
how  I  shall  votp.  He  apprehends  that  I  shall  vote 
for  this  jncrea'  e.  i  have  already  voted  against  it, 
ppt  this  aniendmeut  epme;i  from  the  C'&mtnon 
(Lpuncil, which  h»s  spent  one  or  tw.p  sveningsupon 
thg  Salary  fjill,  ai,d  has  allowed  the  bu.sjness  of 
the  <  ity  to  suffer,  ffpw,  the  question  is  whether 
■we  hadppt  betii"r  concur  than  tp  send  this  bUl 
down  there  for  them  to  wrangle  over  agtiju.  .Ijeut  J<|- 
men  wdl  recpllect  tljatlam  chaicu»ftoof  the  Police 
(/onwii^tee,  ^ncl  fjQtteing  fe.^  bQe.ii  aayia  of  an  in- 
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crease  of  tlie  galairy  of  the  Chief  of  Police.  The 
anlargement  of  the  city  limits  lias  added  to  his 
<bitie8,  and  yet.  I  have  not  advocated  an  Ib- 
0rea$e  of  his  salary,  which  I  could  have,  done 
with  5  much  more  laerit  than  the  gentleman 
Croni  Wprd  0  has  in  advocating  an  increase 
for  the  Street  Cxmimissioners.  All  the  argument 
lie  could  bring  for  that  was  that  other  commisr 
Bionera  have  more  salary  than  the  Street  Cotn- 
Hiissioiieisr-ahd  yet  they  were  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple and  knew  what  tlieir  salaries  were  to  be.  The 
gentlemaQ  from  Ward  ;i  has  blocked  the  busl- 
nes.s  of  this  Board  by  trying  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries of  the  iStreet  Commi^ioner?,  whose  duties 
have  not  been  increased  by  the  extension  of 
•the  city  in  the  fiuue  proportion  as  it  has  those 
oi  the  Chief  of  I'olice  and  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  Tbjere  is  a  {jreat  deal  more  argu- 
ment for  an  increase  for  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  than  fo'  the  Street  Conimii-sioners. 
,  Alderman  Worthington — 1  am  going  to  vote  for 
this  incre.Tse  of  salary,  but  I  do  not  think  we 
-ehould  call  it  aa  wq  "do.  The  Superintemlent 
should  be  at  committee  meetings  to  give  intoima- 
tion,  and  this  should  be  a  part  of  his  salary.  1  am 
going  to  meet  it  squarely.  I  lilce  to  have  a  man 
meet  a  thing  squaiely.  This  crawling  around, 
and  i-aying  let  us  concur  rather  than  send 
it  back  to  the  other  branch  is  unman- 
ly. It  the  senior  Alderman  wants  this  salary 
increased,  why  does  he  not  «ay  so  squarely? 
I  want  a  man  to  speak  out  what  he  wants.  It  is 
no  way  to  talk  about  its  not  being  best  to  send  it 
•back  to  the  other  branch.  I  want  memliers  of  tliig 
Board  to  be  consistent.  I  shall  vote  to  make  this 
salarj'  $4000,  as  I  was  in  favor  of  it  be- 
fore," but  I  did  not  vote  for  it  then  he- 
cause  I  thought  it  would  be  inconsistent.  I 
would  like  to  vote  for  an  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  Chief  of  Police ;  he  deserves  it.  If 
■there  is  any  man  at  this  Board  who  would  take 
that  office  aiid  work  thiee  hundred  and  sixty-five 
•days  in  the  year  for  JgaGOO,  I  should  like  to  see  him 
rise  up  and  "say  so.  He  works  more  days  than  any 
other  man  we  have  talked  about.  I  am  going  to 
vote  for  this  amentbnent  because  it  is  right  that 
the  offloer  should  have  the  increase,  but  I  want 
the  thing  met  squarely. 

Alderman  Emery — I  can  concur  very  heartily  in 
all  the  commendations  which  have  been  pro- 
nounced around  this  Board  in  favor  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  as  to  the  value  of  his 
services  and  the  laborious  position  he  occu- 
pies. I  agree  to  everything  of  tliat  kind.  But 
some  time  ago   Ihis   Board  considered  the  sub- 

J'ect  of  his  services,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
leads  of  other  departments,  and  the  Com- 
missions, and  I  voted  to  concur  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Salaries.  I  endeavored  to  carry 
out  that  doctrine,  because  I  thought  we  shouloi 
come  nearer  doing  justice  by  following  that 
course-  than  any  other  which  we  should  be 
.likely  to  adopt.  I  then  voted  against  paying 
this  "officer  $4000  per  annum,  not  because  he 
was  not  worth  that  much,  but  because  I  had  voted 
to  jiay  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
■  93600.  I  voteti  for  a  majority  of  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  but  what 
shall  I  say  when  the  regiUar  old  watch  dog  of  the 
treasury  stands  up  here  and  advocates  this  amend- 
ment, after  opposing  an  increase  of  all  other  sal- 
aries? What  shall  I  say  at  this  sudden  conver- 
sion, since  all  the  other  matters  in  this  salary 
bill  have  been  pa.^'sed?  But  when  you  come 
to  the  head  of  his  principal  department, 
he  acknowledges  that  he  shall  yote.  for 
an  indirect  increase  ot  that  salary.  I  am  sur- 
prieedthat  the  gentleman  on  my  Iff t,  after  hear- 
ing the  admirable  reasons  given  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  (J,  should  change  his  "vote.  The  rea- 
son is  they  do  not  want  it  to  go  to  the  Common 
council.    He  has  the  spirit  of  accommodation  at 

•  this  time  beyond  anything  I  have  ever  seen  in 
him  before ;"  and  his  yrtnoiple  of  accommoda- 
tion is  such  that  my  friend  from  the  High- 
lands comes  around  and  prefere  direct 
action  and  to  meet  the  question  on  its 
merits  instead  of  coming  in  a  roundabout  way. 
But  still  he  says  he  will  vote  for  the  salary  asked, 
to  accommodate.  Furthermore,  the  geiilltman 
from  Waid  6  says  the  Oh'ef  of  Police  Is  more.woi>- 
thy  of  an  increase  of   salary   beyond  what  his  sti- 

•  pendis  than  anyotheir  head  of  a  department. 
.Why   has   he   not   gone  for   an   increase,  then? 

I  agree  with  him  in  the  statement  of  what 
^that  officer  is  worth,  aa  I  da  in  bis  statementu 
■.of  the  worth  of  other  heads  of  department». 
-]&ut  haigivB*  uQf  wafoaiQi- this,  sudden:  change 


except  tliat  it  is  to  accommodate  the  Council,  who 
iave  sent  thte  bill  here  for  concurreuce  in  their 
action.  He  has  cut  himself  off  from  all  other 
reasons;  and  yet  he  says  the  officer  deserves  it 
more  than  any  other  head  of  a  department.  Men 
are  to  judge  of  reasons  from  what  thry  can  see 
and  hear  about  them,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  must  be  some  other  reason 
than  that  offered.  All  the  other  salary  billi 
have  been  acted  upon.  Gertlemen  must  un- 
derstand that.  I  thiidc  they  do,  if  triey  liave 
not  forgotten  it.  This  one  comes  in  heie  late; 
the  gentleman  after  having  passed  upon  all  oth- 
ers and  voted  strenuously  against  increasing  any, 
after  they  are  all  passed  upon  he  conies  up  here 
and  is  ready  to  record  his  vote  for  $4000  a  year 
for  this  officer  in  an  entirely  new  way.  I  cannot 
do  that.  1  must  maintain  some  comistency.  I 
would  be  glad  to  vote  to  give  this  officer  |i4008  if 
I  could  do  so  consistently.  There  are  others  as 
worthy  of  receiving  an  increase  of  salaiy  as  thiB 
officer. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  rot  desire  to  waste  the 
time  of  this  Board  in  personalities  or  in  discussing 
the  action  of  any  single  member  of  this  Board.  I 
suppose  all  the'memhers  ace  as  nearly  right  as 
they  know  how.  The  genileman  "from  the 
Twelfth  Ward  has  seemed  to  desire  to  pitch  at  me 
in  this  matter.  He  has  forgottpu  that  he 
found  that  the  Committee  on  Salares  dis- 
agreed in  thf'ir  eport,  and  then  he  went  for 
an  increase  for  certain  officers,  doing  injus- 
tice to  those  he  had  passed  by.  Then  he  was  ready 
to  jump  in  and  increase  atiout  eveiybody  el  e's 
salary  after  that;  so  that  now  his  compass  is  gone 
and  lie  seems  to  ignore  the  acf.on  of  the  otiier 
branch,  which  I  think  is  as  good  as  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries.  The  gentleman  should  read  the 
report  of  that  meeting  and  the  speech  he  made 
then,  and  read  the  report  of  this  meeting;  he  will 
see  the  difference.  The  geutlem.au  from  the  High- 
lands talks  about  beating  things  round  tlir-  stump 
and  acting  on  the  sfjuare ;  but  he  is  going  to  vote 
for  the  increase.  1  do  not  desire  to  increase  the 
expenses  of  this  Government,  but  it  is  a  question 
whether  it  would  not  increase  the  expenses 
greatly  by  sending  this  bill  back  to  the 
Council  without  concurring  in  the  amendment. 
I  believe  it  would,  and  as  we  have  nearly 
got  through  this  perplexing  order,  I  do  not  f  sel 
justified  in  keejung  up  this  warfare.  1  do  i.ot  de- 
sire and  have  not  asked  to  have  the  salary  in- 
creased in  any  department  of  which  I  am  the 
head.  If  we  tlo  not  concur  in  this  amendment, 
perhaps  the  Council  will  spend  another  evening 
m  wrangling  over  it. 

Alderman  Peters— I  shall  vote  for  this  amsnd^ 
ment  because  I  think  the  Superii.tendent  of 
Streets  should  b J  paid  more  than  an,  other  lieail 
of  a  department,  both  for  the  amount  of  labor 
that  he  does  and  the  ability  required  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — In  addition  to  the  appropria- 
•tion  ^iven  this  department  by  the  City  Council, 
there  is  the  burnt  district  to  be  taken  care  of,  and 
on  which  ^400,000  are  to  be  spent.  That  is  an- 
other strong  reason  why  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  should  have  more  pay  than  any  other  head 
of  a  department. 

Alderman  Brooks — There  is  just  one  word  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  C  that  I  want  to  answer. 
He  justifies  himself  for  favoring  this  increase  by 
saying  it  wiU  save  the  city  ex])cnse  by  prevent- 
ing a  wrangle  in  the  other  branch.  1  do  not  tliink 
that  is  a  question  that  this  Board  has  anytliing  to 
do  with.  The  other  branch  is  as  competent  to 
manage  their  own  affairs  as  is  this  Board,  and  I 
presume  they  do  it  without  any  particular  wrang- 
ling. The  gentleman  justifies  "nis  vote  became  he 
wants  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  taxpayers  and  save 
money  to  the  city.  I  confess  that  1  cannot  see  the 
point  he  made  there. 

Alderman  Power— I  should  infer,  as  a  membsr 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  from  the  remarks  of 
the  gentlemeu  and  the  shape  in  which  this  amend- 
ment  comes  here,  that  this  was  a  put-up  job  by  that 
committee.  Now,  1  say  for  myself ,  and  1  th.nk  1 
can  safely  s;iy  it  for  tlie  oth'or  two  members  of 
that  committee,  that  I  had  no  idea  of  any  altera- 
tions ill  this  Superintendent's  salaiy  from  that 
which  left  this  Board,  until  I  saw  it  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council.  But  as  it  comes  in  this 
•shape,  and  as  there  have  been  some  remarlia 
jn  the  other  branch  in  regard  to  the  clerical 
duties  whioh  this  gentleman  lias  to.  peiform, 
;I  would  say  that  this  work  often  keeps  him  from 
noon  until  lialf -past  eight  or  nine  o'clock  at  night. 
•Another  gentleman  has  argued  that  the  Comntit- 
vtee  on  Paying  let  out  all  their  work  Uy  contraut. 
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and  undertakes  to  convey  the  impression  that 
thereby  it  is  much  leK«i>ned.  1  think  it  could 
be  readily  understood  that  those  duties  are 
much  more  enhanced  by  letting  the  work 
out  by  contract.  If  we  did  it  all  with  our 
own  force  there  would  be  some  rea?on  for  the  Su- 
perintendeut  » lighting  it,  but  where  we  let  it  out 
by  contract  the  tendency  is  to  (-light  the  work  by 
the  conlractor.-;,  for  thc-y  all  want  to  make  all  the 
money  they  can  out  of  it.  C  onsequently  the  duties 
■of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  are  much  more 
arduous,  ;iud  he  must  give  much  more  at- 
tention to  the  work  on  account  of  its  be- 
ing done  by  contract,  than  if  it  were  done  by 
the  day  by  our  own  men.  And  so  it  is  with 
the  Superintendent  of  Sewers;  bis  work  is  much 
more  arduous,  and  so  it  is  in  any  department 
where  it  is  done  by  contract.  It  mu^t  be  watched 
more  clo-ely  than  it  would  be  if  done  by  our  own 
men.  There  is  every  inducement  for  contractors 
to  slight  their  work,  and  do  it.  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  Committee  on  Paving  have  had 
noihing  to  do  with  advancing  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  As  a  member  of  that 
committee,  I  am  opposed  to  advancing  anybody's 
salary.  I  have  ojjposed  an  advance  of  salaries  this 
year  on  principle,  but  as  it  conies  heie  in  this 
shape  from  the  other  branch,  1  propose  to  vote  for 
it.  As  1  have  said  before,  1  think  the  genileman 
is  worth  it;  every  gentleman  here  says  he  is  v/orth 
it,  and  what  reayou  have  they  given  for  not  con- 
curring in  the  amendinent?"  Simply  becau-e  the 
Salary  bill  is  tlo-;ed  up,  and  they  canuoD  get  any- 
thing raoie  for  oiher  heads  of  departments.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  spiteful  s-oit  of  reason. 

Al.lerman  Worthington— 1  have  heard  no  such 
reason  given. 

Alderman  Pov;er— It  is  the  only  reason  I  have 
heard  given. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  reason  I  gave  was 
that  1  vvantfid  it  met  squarely.  Ic  is  voting  for  an 
increase  of  salary  in  f  ome  other  way. 

Alderman  I'ovver — TliC  gentleman  conveys  the 
impression  that  the  (  ominittee  on  Paving  have 
had  something  to  do  with  advancing  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  in  this  shape.  .As  a 
member  of  that  committee,  1  beg  tu  disclaim  any- 
thing of  this  kind.  I  coi;sider  uhe  rea'son  they 
give  for  not  wanting  to  concur  in  this  amend- 
ment— that  the  Salary  bill  is  finished — a  very  poor 
one. 

Alderman  Peters — I  never  knew  until  last  Fri- 
day evening  that  anything  of  the  kind  was  to  be 
done. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  dil  not  mean  to  have 
it  inferred  from  my  remarks  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  had  made  any  arrangement 
to  increase  this  salary,  afier  the  otusrs  could  not 
be;  but  the  Salary  bill  comes  to  us  concurred  in, 
with  every  salaiy.  fctUed  except  that  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  Now  every  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  advocates  this 
amendment.  If  there  are  such  strong  rea  ojas 
for  the  incif  ase,  why  did  not  tUey  use  tliem  kt 
that  time?  1  say  it  comes  witli  an  ill  grace  from 
that  cummittee  to  raise  this  salary  when  that  of 
other  superintendents  cannot  be  raised.  The 
Common  Council  voted  unanimously  r,o  give  the 
Street  Commissioners  flOUJ;  nevertheless  the  Al- 
deimanfrom  Ward  12  did  not  think  tiiat  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  coucuireiice.  This  amendment 
was  passed  by  a  majority  of  a  very  few  votes,  if 
that  was  not  a  good  reason  then,  ic  is  not  now. 

Alderman  Powei- — 1  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  atlvocating  an  increase  of  tliis  salary.  I 
have  oppoiied  it,  and  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 
this ;  but  as  it  comes  liere  fi  om  the  otner  branch, 
and  as  the  Superintendent  deserves  it,  1  shall  voLe 
for  it.  The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
have  had  noihing  to  do  with  it. 

Alderman  Emery— Atter  listening  to  these 
various  gentlemen,  weighing  th^ir  reasons 
and  looking  over  the  whole  tiling,  I  see 
no  chance  to  vote  to  toncur  in  the  amendment. 
It  is  so  different  fiom  what  it  was  some 
weeks  ago  to  see  gentlemen,  who  got  up 
here  and  found  fault,  i.ovv  tallcing  in  favor  of 
raising  salaies.  It  comes  easy  ana  pleataut,  and 
■  now  we  have  to  stand  here  and  to  labor  to  tavo 
money  for  the  taxpayer.  It  sounds  so  different, 
I  can  hardly,  reconcile  myself  to  ttie  position. 
I  know  where  I  am,  but  1  can  harulr  be- 
lieve that  these  gentlvmen— who  so  r«'cently 
talked  against  raising  salaries,  now  the  whole 
thing  IS  passed  tbiough  except  one  item, 
which  some  members  of  this  Board  voted 
to  reject— comes  back  here,-  whc  had  such 
hard  work  to   talk   for,  the    taxpayers— aife  now 


talking  on  the  plca-sant  Hide  of  the  question.  I 
must  express  my  surprise,  but  af^er  all  I  onnot 
see  how  they  can  put  i heir  votes  upcm  record  in 
direct  onpo.^ition  to  what  they  have  heretofore 
done,  after  all  the  other  salaries  have  been  settlf^d. 

Aluerman  Hrooks — These  gentlemen  from  th« 
Paving  Committee  have  come  forward  and  coii- 
f assea.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  all  the 
opposition  is  from  other  parties  becau.«e  other 
heads  of  departments  are  out  of  their  reach. 
That  comes  with  a  bad  p-acc  from  him. 
He  says  it  is  a  matter  of  principle.  I  say  there 
is  no  principle  in  raising  a  man's  salary  at  this 
time  when  you  have  taken  ground  in  opposition  to 
any  increase,  and  I  do  not  know  how  a  mau  can 
justify  himself. 

AlJerman  Worthington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  in  con- 
cuirence,  and  it  was  reje  jtsd  by  a  tie  vote,  ii*  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power,  Worthington— 6. 

Kays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescoit^  Stebbius— 6. 

p;-ient    does.^i  OHDEKS  SUBMITTED. 

J  ^iu  1  '"• ' 
,    By  Al  lermau  Cutter  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Report  (leave  to  witndraw)   on   petition  of 
Jonimia  Murjihy  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
48  and  50  Regent  street.    Accepted. 

Raport  in  favor  of  gianting  the  petition  of  John 
L.  WelLs  &  Son  for  laave  to  use  a  hoisting  beam  at 
519  Commercial  street,  and  recommending  that  a 
license  be  issued  for  same.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  th3  Committee  on  Fire 
Department— Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition 
of  Samuel  Walktr  &  Co.  for  license  to  sell  petro- 
leum at  33  India  >treet.    Ac::epted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  f  jr  the  Committee  on 
Licences — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  follow- 
ing applications  :  William  J.  i>ullock,  to  give  ex- 
hibition of  automata  at  Horticultural  Hall;  John 
S.  Woo  Is,  for  auctioneer's  license  at  81  Washing- 
ton i-treet.;  W.  E.  Graves,  for  auctio.ueer's  license 
at  13!)  Meridian  street ;  Oohn  H.  Murray's  circus, 
to  five  exhibitio:!8  in  th3  city  proper  and  subur- 
ban districts  ia  May  and  June;  H.  S.  White,  tor 
wagon  stand  corner  Casile  street  and  Shawmut 
avenue;  Dana  Smith  for  hack  stand  on  Frank- 
lin street,  near  the  square;  M.  H.  Corrow, 
for  wagon  license  at  152  Summer  street;  Charles 
A.  Flagg,  for  wagon  license, 91  Kilby  street;  Fran- 
cis E.  W  hitcomb.  for  wagon  license," Fit: hbuig  de- 
pot. Bunker  Hdl  District;  Andrew  Ray,  for  wagon 
stand,  corner  North  and  Blackstone  itreets;  sis- 
£on  &  Nowlan,  for  license  as  auctioneers  at  15 
School  street,  under  the  firm  of  D.  E.  Sesson  & 
Co. ;  M.  H.  1  lanagan  and  T.  Coveney,  for  transfer 
of  wagon  license;  Fiske  A.  Feltbn  et  al.,  for 
tramfdr  of  hack  licenses;  George  L.  Barnard,  for 
license  to  keep  intelligence  office  at  G()3  Washing- 
ton street;  DsCosta&  Sa\vj-e:-,  for  auctioneers' 
license  at  9  City  square,  Cnailestown;  also, 
reports  granting  the  following  applications 
for  victualler's  license:  G.  K.  Reicharut, 
3  Hayward  place;  F.  A.  O.  Donovan,  317 
Hanover  street;  E.  G.  Paik  &  Co.,  128  Cause- 
way street ;  T.  .1 .  ToueSjUDCausewaystreet;  J.  W. 
Flood,  218  Broadway;  Memrod  Rottlbr,  20  Pynchon 
street ;  J  oshua  Broi'hers,  1!)2  Fourth  street ;  J  ohn  J. 
Grozeiiger,  4  Amory  street:  Oohn  Fleming,  1013 
Tremont  street;  Joseph  Francis,  7  Fleet  street; 
E.  W.  Bearse,  220  Commercial  street;  Obadiah  S. 
Edgerly,  152  Hanover  street;  .I.A.  Sherburne, 
99  State  street;  William  Rogers,  Williams 
court;  John  Gallaghi'r,  26  Kneeland  street; 
M.  J.  Ril2y,  corner  Dorchester  and  Eighth 
streets;  John  Stedman,  104  Heasant  street;  Henr^' 
Mayer,  204  Tremont  street;  Bartholomew  W. 
Carney,  102  and  104  Lincoln  street;  B.  S. 
Wright  &  Co.,  corner  Court  and  Brattle  stieets; 
Cha.les  Roberts,  Charlesto\vn  Bridge;  M.  J.  Gate- 
ly,  122  and  124  Kneeland  street;  Michael  Keenan, 
78  Portland  street;  John  C.  Flood,  70  Cambiidge 
street;  B.  F.  McRenna,  138  Cambiidge  street;  S. 
H.Walker,  9  Albany  ::treet;  H.  J.  Williams,  207 
Atlantic  avenue;  John  V.  Vining,  1465  Washing- 
ton street;  Mary  Chesley,  17«  Shawmut  avenue; 
J.  A.  Sherburne,  1527  Wasdiington  street;  R. 
Healy-tfOa  Dover  street;  John  E.  Conley,  7  and  9 
Chelsiea  street;  John  A.  Sonneman,  22  Li  Grange 
street:  J.  G.  Pennycuick,  11  Hayward  place; 
James.*  Ryan,  201  South  street;  Benjamin  L. 
Brooks,  1026,  Washington  street;  John  G.  Bacon, 
181<5.  Washuigton  street;  George  M.  Potter,  1801 
Washingt  >n  street;  also  sixteen  newsboys  and  two 
bootblacks  (minors'  applications);  also  leave  to 
Withdraw  on  the  applications  of  the  following- 
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named  persons  for  viotuallers'  licenses :  Elizabeth 
Cheevtrt',  957  Tremout  stieet;  John  Keenan,  30 
South  street;  Elward  Corrigan,  80o  Washington 
street;  J.  E.  Ryanj,  670  Washington  street; 
L.  F.  Simmons,  151  vVasliington  and  214  liliot 
street;  Uhomas  Walton,  lu  Harvard  Ftrcet; 
Henry  M.  Briggs-',  204  Broadway,  FJouth  Bos- 
ton; "Eljah  Kinsman,  29  Eliot  street;  Eugene 
McNuliyi  737  Wasliingtou  street  ;  Bartholo- 
mew Sheehan,  959  Trcmont  street ;  Hervey 
J.  Parker,  corner  of  Harrifon  avenue  and 
K'lef  land  street ;  Chester  &  Dodge,  CO  Warrenton 
street;  Thomas  S.  Kelley,  ^43  lynchon  street; 
John  Campbell,  91  Richmond  street;  Valentir.e 
Harding,  73  Dover  street;  George  S.  Eanderfon,  44 
Castle  !-treet.    Sevt  rally  accs:ited. 

By  AMerman  Worthirgton,  for  the  Committee 
on  tlealth  on  the  i>art  ot  the  Board— R.^ports  in 
favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  tiie  xollowing- 
named  persons  for  leave  to  occujjy  stahles :  Heniy 
Crane,  Washington  stieet,  Ward  16;  John  Christie, 
702  F.f  th  street;  A.  D.  Williams,  Reed  street,  east 
ciUe,  between  !■  land  and  Fariiham  streets;  and 
leave  to  "'ithdraw  on  thcpef.tioiis  of  the  follow- 
ing-named persons,  for  leave  V"«  Uis  saj.^^^'^^'^^'- 
Lewis  F.  ^'eavy,  Paris  street,  Iw.  ?iije  to  h'*"'  ^"d 
Brooks  streets;  Michael  M.  Johiib.^i;.  Fourth 
street.  No.  67.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Aldermun  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  3lw- 
er?  — 

Ordered,  That  $7  57  be  abatetl  from  assessment 
ot  Ellen  H.  Porter,  for  sewer  in  High  street,  and 
ths  same  amount  he  assessed  upon  Laban  Pratt. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  abatements  be  made 
on  assessment'^  for  sewer  in  Rnggles  street:  Dora 
Herschel,  S25  9>l;  Joseph  Collot's  heirs,  5*32  73; 
Danid  Dorr,  S2U  75;  Fredeiick  Eleiler,  l#48  3G; 
Thomas  MuUen,  §34  96;  Jacob  Bleiler,  5fl2  49; 
PatiickKellv,  S12  49;  Sewall.Diy  &  Co.,  S63  24; 
Jacob  Hersthel,  $89  27;  William  Llngham's  heira, 
§23  80;  Robert  Bampton,  !f23  06;  Jacob  Weintz, 
5f48  35;  Henry  Reddy,  $'2S  27;  Timothy  Cowh'y's 
heirs,  ^12  57;  Francis  Woods,  $19  7J;  M  chael  Miil- 
rain,  $14  13;  P'^ter  Curlev,  $12  tO;  Jacob  Knapp, 
$25;  Charles  J.  and  Robdrt  T.  Paine,  Ji.,  $148  79; 
Catherine  Baoher,  $12  50;  Levi  T.  Pre-coti,  i  37  20; 
al  o  abate  $127  37  frovn  William  1).  Clark  s  heirs, 
for  sewer  in  Dorchester  aveuiu',  and  astets  the 
same  to  Susan  M.  PoUon. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Commiitee  on 
Ftenm  Engir.es — Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  cf  S.  J.  Peet,  for  Isave  to  locate  a^d  use 
steam  boiler  at  59  Ceorge  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  tlie  Committee  on 
Stieets,  on  the  j)art  of  the  Board — 

Order  to  pay  Catherine  Ford  $1C48,  for  damages 
on  account  cf  widenirg  Federal  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed.  ■ 

Order  to  pay  James  B.  Graham  $203,  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  widening  Magazine  street. 
Real  twice  and  pa'-sed. 

Order  to  pay  Thoma=i.F.  Richardson  §78,760,  for 
damages  on  account  widening  Broad  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  ics  passage. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  tha;  where 
these  orders  are  for  so  large  an  amount  it  would 
be  better  to  have  them  lie  over  under  the  rul?. 

Alderman  Harris — Tliis  amount  was  awardeii  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  and  it  has  been  condi- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  accepting  it  that  it  pass 
today,  ihereifore  I  hope  the  orcie)'  will  pass  to- 
day.   The  amount  was  awarded  some  time  ago. 

The  order  was  passed.  ' ' 

.    By   Alderman   Power,   for  the   Committee   on 
Sewers — 

Order  to  pay  Nathaniel  SilsVee,  treasurer  of 
Harvard  College,  §1425  for  land  taken  and  dama- 
ges caused  by  the  improvement  of  Siony  Brook  in 
the  town  of  We.<--t  Roxbuiy,  by  an  order  of  the 
Commissioners  on  Ston^  Brook,  of  said  town, 
passed  Deo.  11,1873.    Read  once. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  on 
expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Puinam 
ftreet,  between  Benningtoii  and  Chelsea  streets. 
Passeil 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Elm- 
wood,  Washington  and  Pynchon  streets.  Read 
once. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearinc  on  Monday  next,  at 
4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  iii 
Eiicsson  stieet, between  H  and  I  streets.     Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice— 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  bo 
diiected  to  take  down  and  remove  the  two  flag- 
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staves  now  standing  in  front  of  estates  numterod 
t3U  and  631  Fast  Bioadway,  said  staves  haviiig  be- 
come partially  decayed  and  dai  geious  to  pullic 
travel. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  cf  PoPce  be  directed  to 
notify  the  several  penous  i  ained  in  the  accom- 
panyir.g  commui.ication  from  ihe  C  liief  of  Police, 
dated  the  seventh  day  cf  Apiil,  A.  D.  1874,  who 
have  hung,  affixed,  ere' ted  or  i'asts;.ed  !'ign'=', 
banners,  show-toards,  poles  or  cranes  which  pro- 
ject over  die  cartways  in  the  public  etrtetsor 
)ilaces  cf  the  city  of  Loton,  to  remove  the  same 
forthwith;  and  in  case  the  said  perf^ous,  or  any  cf 
them,  neglect  or  rcf.ise  fo  to  tlo  within  ten  day.i 
f  .om  the  date  hereof,  tht^  Chief  of  Pclice  is  hereby 
instructed  io  cause  comjlaiLt-i  to  be  made  as  pio- 
vided  in  the  twenty-third  section  cf  the  ordinance 
inidation  to  streets,  passed  the  twenty-ninth  cf 
October,  A.  D.  1869.  [Appended  to  the  order  is  a 
rejort  f.om  the  Chief  of  Police  giving  the  names 
and  places  cf  all  persons  having  such  signs.] 

Tli3  order  liaving  bten  read  twice,  :.n'A  the'  qaes- 
tion  being  upon  it-i  passage,  Al  irtiraan  Harris 
moved  tliat  it  be  laid  u;  on  the  iable. 

Al  lennan  Cuttr— I  would  like  to  krow  the  rea- 
ron  foi'  hiving  u  laid  upon  thu  table. 

Al  lennan  ilani-— Because  it  appears  to  be 
sjining  upon  us  at  the  present  moiusn-".  I  want 
an  oiipoimnity  to  examine  into  it,  and  make  up 
my  mind  how  to  vo^'..'.  I  believe  in  the  wisdom  ol 
the  order,  bi:t  ui.;  in  ;'.oii1j1  whether  it  .should  be 
pas-ud  now,  or  wheih  :r  it  should  wait  till  uexi; 
Wfcek, 

Ahbiman  Cutter — I  noticed  that  when  the  gcn- 
ilenian  offered  his  order  to  pay  a  large  amouuc  he 
moved  that  it  take  a  r  econd  reading  anel  we  pasted 
it.  A-U  the  explanation  rsquired  of  this  order  is 
that  these  signs  project  over  tlie  roadway  and  it  is 
for  their  i  euioval. 

A..lderman  Ha.'iis — I  wi;hdraw  the  inotio;-.  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

A^Lleiman  Peters— There  is  rothing  in  the  order 
th.it  applies  to  signs  projecting  only  over  the  side- 
walk. It  couteinjlates  vhe  removal  cf  those  over 
the  1  oadway.  1  would  like  to  stats  al-  o,  that  when 
the  gentleman  f:om  ChaileHown  ottered  tire  or- 
der to  pay,  a  few  minutes  ago,  he  virtually  stated 
that  he  had  made  a  bargain  beforehand  that  there 
should  be  no  ojpositio.',  which  I  think  is  much 
worse  than  this. 

Xhe  C  haiiman — The  or:xr  just  passedto  pay  Mr. 
Richaidfon  was  the  award  of  the  Stieet  Commis- 
sioners twelve  months  ago.  Mr.  Richardson  ac- 
cepts it  and  charges  no  interest,  so  the  city  has 
had  the  use  of  that  $78,000  f o-  twelve  nionthf . 

The  order  was  pajsetl. 

ty  Alde;man  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Biidges— 

Oruered,  That  Cragie's  Bridge  be  do-^ed  to  pub- 
lic travel  tioni  this  uate  until  the  lebu.l.ingcf  th3 
EEme  is  completed. 

Reail  twice  and  pas.'  ed. 

By  Al;lerman  Cutter,  for  the  Cimmlttec  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That  the  Commitieeoii  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  organize  from  the  present  members  of 
the  Police  Departmeiit  a  mounted  force,  coi.sist- 
ing  cf  two  men  in  each  cf  the  fourteen  pclice 
divisions,  and  al  o  to  purrha.  c  the  necessary 
•horses  and  equipments  there  for;  the  expense  not 
10  exceed  the  estimates  for  that  purpose  included 
in  the  Police  appropriation. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  the  chairman  cf  the 
Comm'ttee  on  Police  will  give  some  explii.atiou 
cf  the  need  of  a  mounted  i  o^icc. 

A.ldeirran  Cut;e  — It  is  very  much  desired  by  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  that  we  rhouLl  have  tlie  e  mount- 
ed men  in  the  sei  vice  as  roon  as  convenient.  His 
idea  is  that  they  will  be  of  valuable  service  to  the 
department,  aiid  if  the  gentleman  has  read  the 
repo  t  made  by  the  Commitcse  on  Pclice  on  the 
subject,  he  will  have  seen  th'r;  explanation  and  the 
reasons  given.  It  is  a  new  thing  in  Bo;ton,  but  i> 
thought  to  be  practicable,  and  it  is  eiecme;!  vciy 
desiral  le  to  have  the  experiment  tried. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  .\lderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  comnaitteD— 

Ordered, ')  hat  the  Comm'ttee  on  PcPce  be  au- 
thorized to  establish  telegraphic  commuiiieation 
between  the  central  pidice  office  and  the  station 
at  West  Roxbuiy,  the  station  at  Biighlon  and  the 
new  ctation  at  South  Boston;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pclice. 

Read  twice  and  uassed. 

Ordereel,  ihat  the  Superintc"dent  of  Street ;  bo 
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nml  he  is  hcrehy  directed  to  take  down  and  re- 
move tlic  nap;stafl' nf)\v  standi' p  at  (lie  comer  of 
Market  and  Uivei- !-treet<  in  North  Krijilito,  said 
stafl:  liavinfj  beromc  partially  decayed  and  danger- 
ous t;)  pul  he  tiavel. 
Read  twice  and  pa-se;l. 

By  A\  lerinan  Cutfr,  for  the  Joint  Oiieclal  Com- 
mittee on  Uio  Norihanij)ton-sireet  District— 

Or.ierel,  That  ih'^  (  ommittce  on  the  Nor.hamp- 
ton-s^treet  I)ist:ic,t  lie  fi'.;thoMt<^d  to  expend  from 
time  to  time  from  the  loauK  made  byiheciiyfor 
)}ro?etiitirp;  the  work  on  said  di-tiict,  stims  no! 
exceed iip;  one  thoiuand  dollars  for  any  one  ob- 
jeit  ror.nec'ed  with  the  works  authorized  Ly  the 
City  (  oiincil  on  i-aid  diMrict. 
Read  twic  e  and  pa;  f  e;!. 

Ordered,  That  tlte  Joint;  Opceial  Committee  on 
the  Northr.  nipt  or.-.strect  D.s-trict  le  and  tliey  are 
hereby  auihorized^  on  and  after  the  15!li  day  of 
April  1871,  to  contract  with  tho  lowe::t  responsible 
bidder  or  liiddcr  for  raiins,  moviig  anitrnder- 
pinnirg  ^uch  buil  lings  on  the  district  as  may  need 
to  be  raised  or  mov  (f  to  roi  fo  m  to  the  new  grade 
establ'shed  for  said  disirict ;  the  expei.f-e  incurred 
therefor  by  the  ciiy  to  conftituLe  a  lien  u]  on  the 
proi  erty,  to  be  c  Ilected  in  the  mani.er  provided 
Ly  chapter  .■i40  <  f  the  acts  of  the  year  1873. 
Read  twice  and  pa^fed. 

Ordered, '(  hat  the  Committee  o.i  the  Northamp- 
ton-Street Distiict  be  authorized  to  furni'h  extra 
rghti  in  the  stvfots  anil  plices  on  said  district 
during  the  progress  of  the  woik  iheicon  ;  the  ex- 
panse to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Northamptor.--:tieet  IJistriet. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  ("r.tter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Report:* recoinmtn  ling  the  passage  of  orders, 
as  follows : 

Order  to  pay  John  Haggerty  S200,  for  grade 
damages  on  Commercial  ttreet,  SVarJ  16.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  E  Iward  V.  Munroe  §50,  for  grade 
damages  o;i  Cc  mir^ereir.l  street,  Ward  16.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  John  CcU'ns  £50  for  grade  dam.- 
ages  on  Pans  street.    Ufad  twice  and  pasred. 

"Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed   to  remove  fll  obstructions  strnding  on 
the  line  (if  Webber   street,  on  the    r.or.heily  siae, 
between  Harri-  on  avenue  and  Albany  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  r.otice  be  and  hereby  i"!  given  to 
the  owners  Fud  abutters  on  Division  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  Foundry  ftreet,  to 
remove  aJl  obstiiict  ons  extending  ovej'  the  line  of 
said  streei,  before  the  lirstdr.y  of  May,1874;  and  in 
default  theieof  ill?  Superinti-ndent  cf  Streets  is 
hereby  directed  to  remove  said  obstiuctions  at  the 
expense  cf  the  owi.ers  theieof. 
Pasf  ed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superirtendent  of  Streets  he 
diiecLed  to  grade  and  gravel  Division  stiest,  be- 
tween Don  hei-ter  avci,ue  and  Foundry  street,  ac- 
eordiiig  to  the  established  grade  cf  saiel  street. 
Estimated  (  o.-t,  §^1500. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  th^FuperintendcEt  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Magazine  street,  as 
laid  out  anil  widened  by  the  Poaril  of  Street  Com- 
mi-sioner^,  between  Noi folk  avenue  and  Dudley 
street.  Estimated  co:t,  SCOOO. 
Read  orice. 

Or.lered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repave  Exchange  i  lace,  foimeily  Lin- 
dall  street,  w'th  wood  tiavement;  tlr^  opensc 
thereof  to  be  clnrged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Burnt  District.  Estimated  cost,, $900. 
Rea  d  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Tuperintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  p.ave  E  street,  between  Sixth  and 
Eighth  streets,  with  email  granite  Mocks;  alro  to 
!  et  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalks  on  said 
street.  E-timated  co  t,  $8300. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  Tint  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  ho 
directe;!  to  pave  Broadway,  between  Dorchester 
aicd  H  rtrees-,  wi:h  small   granite  blocks.    Esti- 
mated cot,  $18,000. 
Read  orce. 

ly  Altlerr.ian  Stcbbins,  for  the  Committrcon 
the  Sumner  Ceremonies- 


Ordered,  That  the  jo'nt  Bp'*e?iaj  cdramtttc^tipi 
pointed  under  the  resolution  in  relntion  t.>the 
death  of  Charles  Sumner  be  authorized  to  print, 
for  the  use  of  the  City  Council,  one  thousand  cop- 
ies of  a  memorial  cf  Charles  tumner,  containing 
the  proreedings  of  ihe  City  Council,  the  meeting 
in  I'aneuil  Hall,  and  the  eulogy  to  be  delivered  in 
Music  Hall  on  the  29th  inst. ;  the  exi)ense  to  be 
charjicd  lo  tha  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passeel. 

Tiin  INSPECT03    OF  MILK. 

.  Alderman  Stebbir.s  moved  to  take  from  the  tat- 
tle Allerman  Cutter's  motion  to  reconi'ider  tlie 
voie  wheieby  th?.  order  was  passed  to  place  the 
In  pecror  or  Milii  under  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Heabh,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report,  etc. 
Loit,  by  a  rising  vo;e— 5  for,  C  against. 

HOME  FOK  THE    POOR. 

Al  lerinan  Power  moved  to  take  from  the  talile 
the  <  eunmunie  afon  f  cm  1  oarel  of  Directors  for 
Publ  c  Institutions  transmitting  plans  ar-d  ests- 
raates  for  construction  of  an  edifice  for  a  "Home 
for  the  loor." 

AlUerman  Cutter— Does  the  Alderman  propose 
to  press  the  passage  of  the  orders  at  this  time? 

AUlerman  Power— 1  iirof.ose  to  move  the  refer- 
ence cf  the  (  ommui.icatiou  to  the  Committee  on 
Pul  li;Mnstitutio:is. 

APlermun  Emery — 1  do  not  know  that  I  have  any 
objection  to  ilie  communication  being  taken  from 
the  tabf;  and  leferieM  to  the  Commit  ee  on  Public 
Institutions.  I  think  .-ome  one  -hould  be  able  to 
explain  ch.'se  i>lan-,for  1  think  the  estimates  enor- 
mously birgc,  far  beyond  anything  that  I  antici- 
pated. But  I  suppose  they  inu-t  oo  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  hope  the  conimiitee  Nvill  examine  into 
them,  and  see  if  they  are  what  we  need,  what  the 
inobabla  cost  will  be  and  f  it  will  be  anvthing 
like  what  it  is  estimated  there.  If  it  is,  I  shall 
have  something  to  Siiy  al  out  it. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  communication  will 
be  taken  from  the  table,  and  allowed  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  It  wa.s  laid 
upon  the  table  on  my  motion,  for  I  did  not  know 
what  disposifon  it  was  intended  to  make  of  it.  If 
it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pr.hHc  Institu- 
tions we  can  know  what  is  to  be  the  expense  and 
be:  ome  familiar  with  tiiis  important  subject. 

The  eommunication  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and,  on  motion  of  Al  lerman  Power,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

BRIGHTON  SEWF.K    DISCONTINUED. 

By  AlJerman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewer:; — 

Orde'e.),  That  there  be  paid  to  S.  H.  Tarbell, 
coniractor  for  sewer  in  North  Howaid  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  in  Brighton,  the  sum  cf  two  thou.-and 
three  hundred  doll  irs,  in  full  of  all  demands  for 
labor  or  materials  furnished  under  h\<  coutract 
with  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  in  full  for  all 
(lainis  aris  ng  from  the  eliscontinuance  of  fuither 
work  on  sai:l  sewer. 

Ordered,  That  the  building  of  the  .«ewer  in  North 
Howard  and  Franklin  streets  be  eliscontinued,  as 
at  the  present  time  not  required  by  public  neces- 
sity. 

Alderman  Power- 1  move  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading  an>d  be  pa.- :  ed  this  evening. 
I  suppose  that  most  of  the  member^  of  this  I'oard 
remember  that  an  order  of  r.otice  was  i'  sued  for  a 
hearing  on  th;  expedient  y  of  building  this 
sewer.  Nobo  iy  appeared  in  favor  of  it,  anil  quite 
a  largo  number  reuionstratPd  against  it.  The 
committee,  having  thoroughly  investigated  the 
.subject,  think  that  the  public  neces^itie^•  do  net 
call  for  this  s  ewer.  It  will  cost  §25,030  to  construct 
it ;  we  cannot  see  that  there  is  a  public  need  of  it,and 
th.'refoie  deem  it  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done 
for  theintere  tof  thecityof  hosiou  topay  this  con- 
tractor for  the  materials  which  he  hasout  there, 
and  which  revert  to  the  city  and  aie  c:!timated  to 
have  CO  t  the  lontractor  )ir2000,  but  in  reality  are 
wor.h  lo  the  city  about  jil'^iOO.  So  in  the  award, 
we  are  paying  him  somewhere  about  a  thousand 
dollars  to  give  up  the  contract  tor  builtling  this 
sewei ,  which  we  are  satisfied  is  betier  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city,  than  to  construct  the  sewer. 

The  orders  weie  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  cf  Allerman  Brooks,  the  Bo.xrd  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD       OF       AX^DKRMEN. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL,    in,    1874. 


A  si)ecial  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldenne.i 
\vas  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  pursuant  to  a  call 
from  the  Mayor. 

Jl'ROES  DRAWN. 

Eighteen  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  th6 
Aprfl  term  of  the  Superior  Court  (.Second  Session). 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIUMEI). 

Special  Police  Officers  —  William  H.  Hern, 
Church  street  and  vicinity;  John  \V.  McC'ar.n, 
Howard  Athenieum;  G.  G.  Vinal,  Ferdina'-id  and 
Winchester  streets ;  Patrick  Falvey  and  Charles 
Greenfield,  N."tiona'  dock  and  warehoui-e  and 
vicinity;  Thomas  Fleming,  Kingston  street  and 
vicinity. 

PETITIONS  KEFEKRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
BuiUlinf/s.  F.  S.  Wright,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  Sixth  street,  near  P  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  John  H. 
Pray's  Sons  &  Co.  et  at.,  that  Hayward  place  be 
extended  to  Chauncy  street. 

To  the  Committee  mi  Sewers.  G.  F.  Parkman 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  North  Anderson  street. 

To  the  Coniw?ttee  on  Health  on  the  Port  of  the 
Board.  P.  J.  Hayes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  one  horse  in  rear  of  37  Middle  street. 
Ward  12. 

George  Curtis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
.stable  for  one  horse  on  Norfolk  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving  —  Joseph  Arnold 
el  al.,  that  Park  street,  Ward  16,  be  put  in  order. 

John  P.  Ruggles  et  al.,  that  Spring-Park  street 
be  put  in  order. 

A.  C.  Richmond  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Woodward  street. 

Myron  W.  Harlow  et  at.,  that  Weld  avenue, 
Ward  17,  be  put  in  order. 

Hannah  Gately,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
in  We.ston  street. 

Heirs  of  John  Rush,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Bennington  street. 

Sprague,  Some  &  Co.  et  al..  that  Exchange 
place,  Kilby  street  and  Water  street  between  Kil- 
by  and  Congress  streets,  be  paved  with  wood. 

'To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Charles  H. 
Hersey  et  al.,  for  abatement  of  nuisance  caused 
by  steam  whistles  on  Hartford  &  Erie  and  Old 
Colony  railroads. 

DE(;OBATION    DAY. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  John  G.  Ste- 
venson Post,  No.  26,  6.  A.  R.,  inviting  liis  Honin- 
the  Mayor,  the  City  Council,  and  the  heads  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  par- 
ticipate wirh  that  post  in  the  ceremonies  of  Deco- 
ration Day  at  Forest  Hills  Cemetery. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  invitation 
was  accepted  on  the  part  of  this  Board,  and  sent 
down  for  concurrence. 

CONSOLIDATION  OF  THE   WATER   BOARDS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  following: 
The  .loint  Standing  Committee  on  Water  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  in  accordance  with  the  peti- 
tion of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  as  requested  by  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,'  the  following  acti  au- 
thorizing the  esttiblishment  of  the  boston  Water 
Board,  has  been  ijassed  by  the  Legislature : 

Section  1.  The  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton may  establish  by  ordinance  a  water  board,  to 
be  known  as  the  Boston  Water  Board,  consisting 
of  three  able  and  (Usci'eet  persons,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
City  Council,  and  to  receive  such  compensation  as 
the'City  Co  incil  mayfrom  time  to  time  determine. 
The  said  toard  may  be  empowered  by  said  City 
Council  to  exercise  ^ll  or  any  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  'he  statutes  of  the  Commonvvealth  upon 
the  city  of  Boston,  with  reference  to  supplying 
said  <'ity  with  water,  or  of  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  water  boa'ds;  and  is  al'o  em- 
powered to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  ci.y 
of  Boston  in  doing  any  or  all  things  which 
the  city  is  i  ow  authorized  to  do  m  relation  to  the 
taking  of  lands,  water  rights,  and  other  property, 
and  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  works 
and  appliances  for  supplying  the  city  of  Boston  or 
other  cities  and  towns'with  pure  water.  Said 
board  may  also  establish  and  regulate  the  price  or 


rents  for  the  use  of  said  water,  subiect  to  the  pro- 
visions of  sections  twelve  and  thirteen,  of  chapter 
one  hundred  and  8ixt>--seven  of  the  acts  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-six ;  and  the  words 
"Boston  Water  Scrip,"  in  said  sections  shall  be 
consti-ued  to  include  the  whole  amount  of  out- 
standing loans  representing  the  cost  of  the  water 
works. 

Sect.  2.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  and  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  shall,  upon  the  appointment 
of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  as  proviiled  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  be  thereby  abolished ;  and 
the  said  Boston  Water  Board  shall,  so  far  as  the 
City  CouncU  of  said  city  may  by  ordinance  pre- 
scribe, succeed  to  all  the  powers  and  duties  for- 
merly nested  in  said  Cochituate  Water  Board  and 
Mystic  Water  Board. 

Sect.  3.  The  salaries  of  the  members  of  the 
Boston  Water  Board  shall  not  be  diminished  dur- 
ing the  terms  for  which  they  are  respectively  aj)- 
pointed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  eff«»«t  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

in  view  of  the  large  expenditures  which  the 
city  will  be  obliged  to  make  during  the  next  few 
years  in  procuring  an  additional  supply  of  water, 
it  seems  hardly  necessaiy  to  urge  the  "importance 
of  acting  without  delay  upon  the  authority  exant- 
ed  in  this  act. 

At  a  hearing  given  by  the  committee  on  the 
question  of  reorganizing"  the  Cochituate  and  Mys- 
tic water  boards,  the  past  and  present  presidents 
of  those  boards  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  a  reorganization  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  John  A.  Haven,  the  President  of  the'  Co- 
chituate AVater  Board,  being  unable,  on  account 
of  illness,  to  attend  the  meeting,  sent  the  follow- 
ing communication,  which  may  be  taken  as  ex- 
pressing substantially  the  views  entertained  by 
Hon.  Otis  Norcross,  P'resident  of  the  board  in  186'5 
and  1866,  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  Esq.,  President  in 
1868, 1869  and  1870,  and  Charles  H.  Allen,  Esq., 
President  in  1871  and  1872. 

Boston,  March  7, 1874. 

Alderman  S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chairman  Committee 
on  Water,  City  Council :  Dear  Sir — Last  evening  1 
receive<l  notice  of  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Water  to  consider  the  recent  order  of  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Water 
Boaru.  Fearing,  from  continued  indisposition, 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  meet  your  committee, 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  state  to  you  briefly  my 
views  of  the  proposed  change. 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  a  perma- 
nent, compact  and  working  board  of  management 
would  far  better  subserve  the  interests  of  the  city 
than  the  present  organization,  and  this  opinion  I 
know  is  concurred  in  by  many  of  the  past  active 
members  of  the  board,  inclutung  particularly  its 
past  presidents,  Messrs.  N.  J.  Bradlee  and  C.  H. 
Allen,  a,s  well  as  by  many  prominant  city  offi  ers, 
past  and  present,  who  have  given  much  attention 
to  the  subject.  The  real  work,  constituted  as  is 
the  present  AVater  Board,  must  ol  ne- 
cessity fall  upon  some  two  or  three  of  its 
members,  and  if  these  are  actively  engaged  in 
business  of  their  own,  they  carinot  easily 
give  that  amount  of  time  and  attention  really  re- 
quired to  systematize  in  detail  the  large  amount 
of  business  in  the  difl'erent  departments  so  as  to 
produce  the  best  results.  If  this  difficulty  is  found 
while  the  duty  is  confined  to  the  present  finished 
or  Cochituate  system,  it  is  likely  to  become  still 
greater  when  tlie  duties  of  management  are  so 
much  enlarged  by  extended  ten itoiy,  by  exten- 
sion of  the  high  service,  and  by  the'laboi-s  con- 
nected with  the  projjosed  new  supply. 

The  result  of  some  four  years'  pretty  active  ex- 
perience has  led  me  to  the  very  decided  conclu- 
sions— 

First — That  the  board  sheuld  consist  of  three 
members  only. 

Second— Their  entire  time  should  be  given  to  the 
work,  for  whicu  they  should  be  paid  a  fair  (om- 
peusation. 

Third — 'J  hat  their  term  of  office  shoi  Id  at  least 
eml'.raje  the  full  time  required  to  construct  the 
new  work,  and  the  settlement  of  the  great  number 
of  complicated  and  deUcate  (luestions  tlat  must 
arise  from  the  magnitude  of  this  ii'^w  wo:  k.  The 
numerous  contracts  for  construction,  the  settle- 
ment of  land  and  other  damages,  and  the  many 
otiier  inc  idental  matters  requires,  for  succesf  f lil 
ret-idts,  a  well  settled  and  continuous  business 
policy. 

Wh'ile  the  board  is  being  continually  changed  in 
membership — as  under  the  present  arrangement — 
it  is  impossible  to  secure  thar  desired  system  ami 
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c6iisequent  accountability  which  buaihess  men  of 
largely  extended  operations  would  desire  to 
make  sure  of  in  their  own  transactions.  The 
business  operations  of  the  Water  Board  for  the 
next  five  years  will,  of  necessity,  be  larg-e  and 
complicated,'  and  its  supervision  should  be 
regular,  continuous,  and  intelligent,  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  results  of  business  success. 
More  particularly  is  it  desirable  that  the  board 
should  be  permanent,  and  guided  by  a  well-de- 
fined business  policy,  where  questions  arise  be- 
tween the  engineer  and  the  contractors,  and 
where  the  engineer  should,  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  city,  be  certain  of  receiving  that  support, 
which  results  from  a  permanent  and  continuous 
Ijolicy,  in  all  controverted  questions. 

It  is  very  apparent  that  the  present  organization 
of  the  board  is  not  fitted  for  the  present  emer- 
gency, arising  from  so  larce  an  increase  in  the 
business,  and  1  have  but  little  doubt  that  the 
Water  Committee  are  fully  satisfied  that  if  one 
reason  existed  for  the  appointment  of  a  perma- 
nent fire  commission,  oany  more  reasons  exiso 
for  the  appointment  of  a  compact  and  permanent 
board  to  take  charge  of  the  rapidly  inorea.'^ing 
Water  Department,  in  the  completion  of  which 
many  millions  of  dollars  must  be  expended  within 
the  next  few  years. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  give  this  matter  more 
than  ordinary  attention,  and  have  briefly,  but  I 
fear  very  inadequately,  given  the  result  of  my  re- 
flections ;  but  I  think  you  will  find  that  they  agree 
in  the  main  with  those  of  every  one  who  has  here- 
tofore been  actively  engaged  in  the  management 
of  the  works,  or  others  of  like  magnitude. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Haven. 

To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
Legislature,  the  committee  have  prepared,  and 
would  recommend  the  passage  or,  the  accom- 
panying ordinance,  organizing  the  Boston  Water 
Board,  and  giving  it  all  the  powers  heretofore 
vested  in,  and  exercised  by,  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  water  boards. 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 
John  T.  Clark, 
Alanson  Bicselow, 
Fred'k  Pease, 
Ebenezer  Adams, 
Alonzo  Warren, 
Wm.  H.  Kent, 
Francis  Hunnewell, 

Committee. 
An   Ordinance   to  Establish   the  Boston   Water 

Board. 
Be  it   ordained  by   the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows : 

Section  1.  In  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year 
1874,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  the  mayor 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  and  con- 
firmation of  the  City  Council,  three  persons  to 
constitute  the  Boston  Water  Board.  O^ie  mem- 
ber of  said  board  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  his 
office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year 
1875 ;  one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the 
year  1876;  and  one  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  in  the  year  1877.  In  the  month 
of  April,  in  the  year  1875,  and  thereafterwards  an- 
nually in  the  month  of  AprU,  the  Mayor  shall  ap- 
point, subject  to  like  confirmation  and  api  roval, 
one  person  to  be  a  member  of  said  Water  Board 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  from  the  first  Monday 
of  the  following  May.  The  persons  so  appointed 
shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office, 
and  shall  not  actively  engage  in  any  other  busi- 
ness. Any  member  of  said  board  shall,  at  any 
time,  be  subject  to  removal  by  the  Mayor,  for 
cause;  and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  said  board, 
from  any  cause,  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  the  original  appointments  are  herein  di- 
rected to  be  made.  For  their  services  the  mem- 
bers of  said  board  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  deter- 
mine. 

Sect.  2.  The  three  members  of  said  board  first 
appointed  shall  meet  and  organize  forthwith,  by 
the  choice  of  one  of  their  members  as  chairman : 
and  annually  thereafterwards,  the  said  board 
shall  organize  on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  They 
shall  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  not 'be  a  member  of 
the  board :  and  they  shall  niake  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  their  own  government,  and  for  the 

fovernment  of  all  subordinate  officers  appointed 
y  them,  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 
Sect.  3    The  Boston   Water   Board,   as   hereby 
constituted,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers 


vested  in,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to,  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  and  th© 
Mystic  Water  Board,  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
now  in  force  ;  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
such  subordinate  officers,  agents  and  assist- 
ants, in  addition  to  the  engineer  and  water 
registrar  elected  by  the  City  Council,  as 
they  may  deem  necessarj-,  and  may  fix  their  com- 
pensation and  the  compensation  of  the  clerk  be- 
fore mentioned;  provided  that  the  expenditures 
incurred  by  said  board  shall  not  exceed  in  the 
aggregate  the  siinis  previously  appropriated  by 
the  City  Council  for  the  care  and  maintenance, 
or  for  the  repair  and  enlargement  of  the  water 
works.  .         '  

Sect.  4.  The  accoTxntDf  expenses  and  revenuer 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Works  shall  be  kept  seperate' 
and  distinct  from  the  other  accounts  oi^the  Water 
Department ;  and  the  excess,  if  any , of  revenue  over 
expenditure  and  interest  on  loans  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  any  loans  made  heretofore  or  hereafter  on 
account  of  the  said  Mystic  Water  Works.  All 
contracts  now  exi-ting  with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board,  for  the  supply  of  water  to  other  cities  and 
towns,  shall  continue  in  force,  and  shall  not  be 
modified  or  annulled  except  by  an  order  of  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  approved  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  5.  The'City  Engineer  shall  be "  consulting 
engineer  to  the  Boston  Water  Board,  and  shall 
have  the  superintendence  of  aU  engineering  works 
in  the  Water  Department. 

Sect.  6.  Whenever  the  said  Boston  Water 
Board  shall  advertise  tor  proposals  for  doing  any 
work  or  furnishing  any  materials  or  supplies  for 
the  water  works,  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  work,  and  schedules  of  the  ma- 
terials or  supplies,  shall  be  placed  on  file 
in  the  office  of  said  board,  and  shall  at  all  times 
during  office  hours  be  open  to  public  in- 
spection. The  bids  for  the  doing  of  such  work,  or 
furnishing  such  materials  or  supplies,  shall  be  in- 
closed in  sealed  envelopes,  directed  to  said  board, 
and  shall  be  accompanied  with  a  bond  to 
the  city,  or  collateral  securities  to  such  an 
amount,  not  less  than  five  per  centum  of 
the  estimated  value  of  the  contract,  as  the 
Water  Board  may  designate,  conditioned  that 
the  bidder  shall  execute  the  work  for  the  price 
mentioned  in  his  bid,  and  according  to  the  plans 
and  specifications,  in  case  tlie  contract  shall  be 
awarded  to  him.  The  said  bids  shall  be  publicly 
opened  at  the  hour  and  place  designated  in  the 
advertisement,  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Water  Board. 

If  the  lowest  bidder  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
accept  the  contract  within  a  reasonable  time,  or 
if  he  accepts  but  does  not  execute  the  contract 
and  give  the  proper  security,  it  shall  be  readver- 
tised  and  re-let  as  hereinbefore  provided.  The 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  board  from  rejectinig  any  or  aU 
bids  which  may  be  offered  under  their  advertise- 
ments. 

Sect.  7.  The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  annual- 
ly, on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February,  send  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil on  the  AVater  Department  an  estimate  in  de- 
tail of  the  appropriations  required  by  said  depart- 
ment during  the  financial  year  nextensuing ;  and 
also  an  estimate  of  income  from  water  rents  and 
other  sources.  All  bills  for  expenditures  from  the 
appropriations  for  the  Water  Department  shall  be 
drawn  for  by  the  board ,  examined  by  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts',  and  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  before  they  are  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

Sect.  8.  The  said  board  shall  annually,  in  the 
month  of  May,  present  to  the  City  Council  a  re- 
port made  up  to  and  including  the  thirtieth  day 
of  the  preceding  April,  containing  a  full  and  com- 
prehensive statement  of  the  acts  of  the  board  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Water 
Works,  together  with  such  other  information  or 
suggestions  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  they 
shall  at  the  same  time  transmit  to  the  City  Council 
reports  from  the  City  Engineer  and  the  AVater 
Registrar. 

Sect.  9.  There  shall  be  appointed  annuallv,  in 
the  month  of  January,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  Water  Department,  consist- 
ing of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine 
as  often  as  once'in  each  month  the  records,  ac- 
counts and  contracts  of  the  Boston  Water  Board. 
All  requests  for  appropriations  for  said  depart- 
ment'shall  be  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the 
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Scaid  committee  before  they  are  acted  upon  by  the 
City  Council. 

Sect.  10.  Upon  the  first  organization  of  said 
Bofitou  Water  Board,  as  proAaiied  in  tlie  second 
section  of  this  ordinance,  official  notice  tliereof 
shall  be  sent  by  the  President  to  the  Cochituate 
AVater  Board  and  the  Mystic  AVater  Board,  and, 
upon  the/  receipt  of  said  notice  by  said 
boards,  they  shall  cease  to  ■  exercise  any 
of  the  powers,  or  be  subject  to  any  of 
the  duties  heretofore  vested  in  thcui,  and  shall 
deliver  to  the  said  Boston  Water  Board  all  the 
official  books,  accounts,  maps,  deeds,  records, 
contracts  and  papers  in  their  possession,  and  also 
all  property  of  whatever  description  belonging 
to  the  city  of  Boston  which  has  heretofore  been 
under  their  care  and  custody. 

Sect.  11.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, the  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Boston  Water  Board  as  herein  provided. 
The  suborilinate  officers,  assistants  and  agents 
holding  office  in  the  Water  Department  by  appoint- 
ment^ of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  or  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  offices 
until  their  successors  are  appointed,  or  they  are 
removed.  The  present  Joint  Standing  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  Water  Department  shall 
perform  the  duties  provided  in  the  ninth  section 
during  the  remainder  of  this  municipal  year. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  ordinance  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  with  in- 
structions to  report  forthwith  whether  it  is  in 
proper  form. 

Alderman  Cutter — Who  drew  up  this  ordinance  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  comes  from  and  was 
drawn  up  by  the  Committee  on  Water,  and  the 
reference  is  to  see  whethei'  we  ditl  our  work  prop- 
erly or  not. 

Alderman  Harris — I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
so  that  it  may  be  referred  simply,  without  any  in- 
structions. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  prefer  to  have  the  ordi- 
nance go  with  the  instructions.  The  subject  of 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  waterboard  will 
come  before  the  Council  when  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  make  their  report.  All  that  commit- 
tee have  to  do  is  to  see  whether  the  ordinance  is  in 
due  form,  and  when  they  report  we  can  then  dis- 
cuss the  question  whether  it  is  expedient  to 
establish  the  new  Water  Board. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Aldermau  Harris,  and  it  resulted  5  for,  4  agyinst. 
The  Chairman  declared  the  amendment  adopted. 

Alderman  Peters — I  doubt  the  vote;  as  no  Alder- 
man has  been  excused  there  should  have  been 
more  than  nine  votes. 

The  Chairman— A  quorum  has  voted. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  ask  for  a  verification  of 
the  last  vote  by  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Cutter— Does  not  that  request  come 
too  late  for  the  motion  ? 

The  Chairman — It  is  too  late,  the  amendment 
having  been  declared  adopted. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter — i  am  in  favor  of  the  motion- 
of  the  gentleman  from  the  Charlestov.'n  District. 
I  do  not  believe  in  hampering  our  committee.  Let 
subjects  go  to  them  without  instructions.  What 
is  the  use  of  sending  anything  to  them  with  in- 
structions and  making  machines  of  them?  I  de- 
sire to  hear  the  views  of  committees,  and  not 
to  place  them  under  instructions. 

Alderman  Prescott  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

The  motion  to  refer,  as  amended,  was  then 
adopted,  and  the  ordinance  was  referred  to  the. 
Committee  on  Ortlinauces  wdthout  instructions. 

THE  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  r 
BO.STON,  April  15.  1874.  ) 
To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council— 
Respectfully  represents  the  Board  of  Health  of 
this  city,  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  1873, 
we  took  possession  of  the  almshouse  on  Mareella 
street,  in  this  city,  for  a  smallpox  hospital  from 
necessity;  that  at  that  time  there  were  upward* 
of  SIX  hunth  ed  cases  of  smallpox  in  our  city ;  that 
it  long  ago  ceased  to  be  an  epidemic  here,  and  that 
for  a  long  time  we  have  not  needed  accommoda- 
tions so  ample,  or  territory  so  valuable;  but 
M'e  still  need  some  place'  in  cas^  it  breaks 
out  anew;  smallpox  is  still  in  this  Common- 
wealth    and     prevalent     elsewhere.      We  '  feel 


that  we  should  not  be  justified  in  giving  up 
this  hospital,  therefore,  until  another  is  pro- 
vided. But  in  view  of  tke  fact  that  other 
places  might  be  provided  where  tlie  aiuioyance 
and  the  expense  would  be  so  much  less,  and 
the  people  at  the  Highlands  have  patientlv 
borne  the  annoyance  of  having  this  ho^pf- 
tal  in  their  midst  .so  long;  we  respectfully  ask 
that  some  other  suitable  provision  may  be  at  ouce 
made  whereby  the  present  hospital  may  with 
safety  be  abandoned, 

A.  W.  Boa  RDM  ax.  Chairman. 
The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Health. 

OBDEBS    TO  PAY. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submittetl  orders  to  pay  for  stieet  damages,  as 
follows:  William  F.  Weld,  ?!7650,  widening  of  Con- 
gress street;  W.  A.  Word,  gl787,  -widening  and  ex- 
tension of  Emerson  street;  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson, 
$150,  additional  damages  on  account  of  widening 
of  Magazine  street;.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

ORDERS  FOB  SEWERS. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Ericsson 
street,  between  High  and  Fulton  streets.  Kead 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  constniction  of  a  sewer  in  Cheleea 
street,  betvi-een  Brooks  and  Prescott  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Princeton 
Street,  easterly  Irom  Prescott  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

SALARIES  of  REGISTRARS    OF  VOTERS. 

Alderman  Siebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  re- 
qupsted  to  report  for  the  consideration  of  the 
City  Council  an  order  establishing  the  salaries  of 
ftie  registrars  of  voters,  to  be  appointed  under 
the  iirovisions  of  chapter  60  of  the  acts  of  the  vear 
1874. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  XORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Aldermail  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 
Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved 
the  15th  day  of  April,  A.   D.  1874,  entitled,  "An 
Act  in  relation  to  the  Boston  Normal  School  in  the 
City  of  Boston,"  it  is  provided  as  follows— 

Section  1.  The  action  of  the  City  Council  and  of 
the  School  Committee  of  the  c'itj'  of  Boston  in 
establishing  and  maintaining  the  school  called  the 
Boston  Normal  School  is  ratified,  confirmed 
and  made  valid,  to  the  same  extent  as  if, 
prior  to  the  establishment  taereof,  and  dur- 
ing its  continuance,  and  at  the  present  time,  the 
said  City  Councd  and  said  School  Committee,  or 
either  of  them,  had  authority  to  establish  and 
maintain  the  same ;  and  the  said  School  Commit- 
tee shall  have  the  same  power  to  maintain  and 
continue  the  said  Normal  School  as  they  have  now 
to  maintain  and  continue  the  other  public  schools 
of  said  city. 

■  Now.  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  pav-roU  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Normal  School  be  made  up  from  the  date  of 
the  last  payment  to  correspond  to  the  ])ay-rolls  of 
the  other  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  that 
the  same  be  allowed  and  paid  in  the  usual  manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  incidental  expenses  incurred 
by  the  School  Committee  in  the  caJe  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Normal  School  be  allo\v>ed  and  paid 
when  audited  and  approved  in  the  usual   manner. 

The  oiders  were  read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins— tAs  this  act  is  binding  upon 
the  city,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  against 
the  pa.ssage  of  these  orders;  and  that  those  teach- 
ers may  be  paid  the  salaries  which  have  been  due 
them  smce  the  first  of  last  July,  1  move  that  the 
orders  take  their  second  reading  and  be  passed  at 
the  present  time. 

Alderman  Cutter — What  are  the  incidental  ex- 
penses referred  to  in  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  understand  that  .they  are 
very  small,  prmcipally  some  advertising  bills, 
amounting  to  about  .•#50.  The  pay-rolls  of  the 
teachers  for  ten  months  amount  to  J?6Tl(i.  The  in- 
cidental expenses^  are  very  small. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  ilo  not  feel  like  voting 
for  tho.?e  ov.ders  today.  I  knew  nothing  about 
them  until,  they  were  introduced  here,  and  there- 
fore move  that  the  orders~be  laid  upon  the  tal)le'. 

The  motion  was  put  and  declared  lost.  •     ; 

■  Alderman  Cutter— I  doubt  that  vote,  Mr.  Chair- 
man.   It  seems  to  me  that  when  a  member  of  this 
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Board  desires  iiiformatiou  upon  any  subject,  it 
ought  to  lie  over.  It  can  be  taken  up  at  the  regu- 
lar meeting  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Ordinarily  I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  delay ;  but  here  is  an  act  p£lssed  by  the 
Legislature  by  Tvhich  we  are  obliged  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  these  teachers.  Payment  has  already 
been  delayed  ten  months,  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  reason  for  further  delay  now.  I  perhaps  miffht 
sympathize  with  the  Alderman  in  wishing  that 
the  act  had  not  been  passed;  but  it  has  been 
passed  and  is  binding  upon  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter — Wnile  I  am  not  inclined  to 
keep  these  teachers  out  of  their  pay,  I  am  dispos- 
ed to  knowwhat  orders  are  before  Irotefor  them. 
If  the  School  Committee,  have  incurred  an  expense 
in  running  this  school  illegally,  it  is  a  question 
with  me  whether'  it  is  legal  for  the  Citj-  Council  to 
reimburse  them.  And  it  is  a  question  with  me 
whether  this  matter  has  been  attendetl  to  propieily 
at  the  State  House  by  the  Committee  on  Leg-is)  ative 
Matters.  I  have  seennoevidenceof  it;  wehavehad 
a  committee  there  all  the  time,  and  yet  this  bill 
has  been  passed  without  any  opposition  so  far  as 
I  know.  I  do  not  know  but  this  Government  is 
right  in  taking  a  stand  against  the  School  Com- 
mittee conduct' ng  affairs  illegally  and  then  get- 
ting the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  shielding  them. 
It  is  desirable  for  members  of  this  Board  to  know 
what  is  the  object  of  this  order  and  all  about  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  normal-school  mat- 
ter has  been  before  this  Board  for  several  weeks, 
and  heretofore  I  have  refrained  from  saying  any- 
thing upon  it,  either  as  to  the  propriety  of  contin- 
uing the  school,  or  the  action  of  the  Legislature. 
The  action  of  the  legislative  committee  has  been 
referred  to  before,  but  it  comes  so  pointedly 
now  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  some- 
thing in  replj-.  It  wll  be  remembered  that 
a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  early 
in  the  session,  asking  in  behalf  of  the 
City  CouncU  that  the  State  would  establish 
a  normal  school  in  the  city  of  Boston.  That  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Education  of  the  Legislature  and  several 
hearings  where  had,  atwhicu  the  city  was  repre- 
sented by  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
and  the  Assistant  City  Solicitor.  It  was  urged 
at  great  length  that "  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
State  to  furnish  these  notmal  schools  where- 
ever  they  were  needed ;  arguments  were  pre- 
sented in  great  variety  of  forms  in  favor  of  the 
State  establishing  the  school.  The  Committee  on 
Education  asked  what  the  city  of  Boston  was  will- 
ing to  do,  stating  that  the  city"  of  Worcester,where 
they  are  now  building  a  normal  school,  had  fur- 
nished the  land,  wjiile  the  State  erected  the  build- 
ing. The  question  was  asked  if  Boston  would  do 
the  same  as  Worcester  had  done.  My  reply  was 
that,  although  I  was  not  authorized  to  speak  by 
authority,  I  had  no  doubt  the  city  would  furnish 
the  land'  We  were  met  at  the  second  henring, 
however,  by  a  petition  signed  by  the  Alderman 
on  my  right  (Alderman  Vrescott)  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  asking  that  the  Legislature  legal- 
ize what  is  known  as  the  present  Normal  School. 
The  legislative  committee  then  decided  that 
both  petitions  should  be  heard  together.  It  was 
well  understood  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Education  was  also  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Boston.  Several  teachers 
and  members  of  the  School  Committee  were  there 
to  ur^e  the  claims  of  the  present  Normal  School. 
We  felt  from  the  beginning  that  the  committee 
would  report  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  The  case  was  presented  with 
all  possible  force  on  the  part  of  the  committee; 
the  advantage  of  such  a  school  here,  the  justice 
of  the  petition,  were  presented  in  every  form  that 
they  could  be.  Objection  was  even  niade  to  this 
bill  legalizing  the  acts  of  the  School  Committee 
and  to  the  continuance  of  the  school.  Although  no 
objection  was  offered  to  an  act  legalizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  we  did  object 
very  strongly  to  continuing  the  school.  But  the 
Legislature  saw  fit  to  pass  an  act  legalizing  the 
school  and  authorizing  the  city  of  Bo-ton  to  con- 
tinue it  in  future.  Those  salaries  must  be  paid  in 
accordance  with  that  act,  and  these  orders  are  to 
pay  them. 

Alderman  Prescott— As  I  have  been  referred  to 
in  this  discussion  I  desire  to  say  one  word.  The 
Alderman  on  my  left  has  referred  to  me  as  having 
signed  apetition  for  legalizing  the  Normal  School. 
I  did  so,  not  as  a  member  of  this  Board,  or  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  but  as  a  pri- 
vate citizen,  believing  that  that  school  was  an  es- 
sential adjunct  to  our  public  school  svstem.    But 


I  signed  that  petition  after  I  knew,  or  understood 
that  the  committee  had  refused  to  grant  the  peti- 
tion for  a  uonnal  school.  This  oTr'er  seems  to  me 
to  be  merely  a  matter  of  form.  The  city  is  legally 
bound  to  pay  those  expenses  which  have  been  in- 
curred since  the  first  of  June  last.  I  trust  the  or- 
der will  i^ass  and  go  to  the  Common  Council  to- 
pight.  • 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble was  lost,  and  the  orders  were  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Stebbins 
(hopiilg  it  would  not  prevail)  was  lost. 

REPORTS. 

Alderman  Worthington  presented  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  the/  Boston  Protec- 
tive Department  to  erect  an  iron  and  wooden  sta- 
ble on  the  corner  of  Hamilton  and  Franklin 
streets.     Accepted. 

■The  Chairman  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting  leave  to  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles  to  re- 
move one  tree  from  the  sidewalk  on  Richmond 
street,  AVard  IG ;  and  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  A. 
•T.  Rowe  to  cut  down  two  trees  on  the  sidewalk 
opposite  49  Forest  street,  the  same  having  become 
decayed  and  dangerous.    SeveraUy  accepted. 

■THE  SALARY    BILL. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Board  non-concurred  in  the  amend; 
ment  to  the  Salary  bill  allowing  the  Superintend-' 
ent  of  Streets  $400  for  services  as  secretaiy  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall — On  this  motion  I  would  like  te 
say  one  word.  At  the  last  meeting  this  subject 
met  Avith  a  good  deal  of  discussion  and  some  op- 
position. I  thou'ght,  at  the  time,  that -if  the  gen- 
tlemen composing  this  Board  could  have  a  few 
hours  to  think  of  the  worth  of  the  man  they  were 
denying  a  just  compensation  for  his  services,  some 
of  them  might  change  their  views,  and  vote  that 
he  should  have  §4000.  Here  is  a  man  who  superin- 
tends the  expenditure  of  $1,700,000  a  year,  who 
employs  four  hundred  men  for  the  citv,  and  has 
three  hundred  miles  of  streets  to  care  for,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  he  must  be  worth  #4000  at  least. 
In  making  the  motion  to  reconsider,  I  had  also  in 
view  the  fact  that  if  this  bill  went  back  to  the 
Common  Council  it  would  open  every  other  sec- 
tion in  the  order,  that  an  interminable  debate 
would  ensue,  and  we  should  hardly  know  when 
we  should  ever  get  through  the  Salary  bill.  If 
this  motion  to  reconsider  shall  be  laid  upon  the 
table  until  the  next  regular  meeting,  I  think  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Board  wiU  vote 
to  pass  the  bill  as  it  now  stands. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  senior  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  (Alderman  Power),  who  is  detained  from 
the  Board  on  account  of  an  urgent  business  en- 
gagement, desired  that  I  would  pair  off  with  him 
on  any  matter  connected  with  the  Salary  bill,  and 
I  therefore  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  request  was  granted. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  very  little  feeling  upon 
this  matter.  There  was  a  very  general  discussion 
of  the  subject  at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board, 
and  I  was  surprised  that  any  gentleman  should 
move  a  reconsideration,  but  that  having  been  the 
case  I  supposed  this  meeting  had  some  reference 
to  the  disposition  of  that  motion,  which  I  .«uppo-e 
is  necessary  in  order  that  the  bill  may  go  to  the 
Council  for  concurrent  action.  I  hope  the  motion 
will  not  be  laid  upon  the  table,  but  will  be  dis- 
posed of  this  afternoon. 

Alderman  Hall— I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  again  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  amendment  and  the  laying  of  this  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table  lintil  we  can  have  a  fair 
opportunity  to  consider  it.  The  only  reason  1  have 
yet  beard  given  why  this  salary  should  not  be  paid 
IS  that  some  members  of  this  Board  have 
opposed  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
other  superintendents  who  deserve  to  have  their 
salaries  raised.  I  am  surprised  at  the  persistency 
with  which  those  gentlemen  oppose  the  increase 
of  the  salary  of  this  man,  who  has  more  to  do  than 
any  other  man  the  city  of  Boston  employs.  On 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote— yeas  5,  nays  5, 
as  follows : 

Teas— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Worthington — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott— 5. 
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The  motion  of  Alderman  Hall  to  reconsider  was 
then  lost  by  a  tie,  the  yeas  and  nays,  vvliich  were 
called  for  by  AUlenuan  Emery,  being  the  same  as 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tal)le. 

Alilennan  Peters — I  move  to  amend  section 
three,  tixinp;  the  salary  of  the  Siiperinterdent  of 
Streets,  so  that  the  salary  shall  be  ,?4000  i>er  annum. 

Alderman  Prescott— Is  that  motion  in  order? 
The  section  has  been  adopted  and  the  board  has 
refused  a  reconsideration.  Can  a  motion  chaug- 
iniK  that  section  be  in  order? 

Tlie  Chairman— It  is  perfectly  in  order  to  move 
an  amentlinent  to  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Ahlerman  I'eters — As  I  understand  it,  the  Board 
has  simply  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Common  Council,  but  the  section  is  still 
open  to  amenilment. 

Alderman  Emery — Has  not  this  rum  been  re- 
jected some  time  ago  when  the  salary  of  that  offl- 
eer  was  considered? 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  the  privilege  of 
answering  the  gentleman.  The  salary  was  fixed 
at  ijiSGOO,  and  the  Council  voted  him  §400  addition 
for  his  services  as  clerk  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  That  the  Board  refused  to  concur  in, 
and  now  we  wish  to  make  his  salary  $4000. 

Alderman  Peters — Before  the  vote  is  taken  upon 
this  motion  I  wish  to  state  one  thing.  At  the  last 
meeting  the  Chair  ruled  that  this  section  only  was 
left  open.  I  wish  to  enter  a  respectful  appeal 
from  that  decision. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that  un- 
less the  Alderman  raises  some  new  question, 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting  is  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Peters — I  move  to  a  mend  section  four, 
relating  to  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Builflings,  so  as  to  make  tliat  officer's  sala^ 
ry  ^4000  per  annum. 

The  Chairman— The  motion  is  out  of  order;  that 


section  has  been  adopted  and  a  reconsideration 
has  been  refused. 

Alderman  Peters — From  that  decision  1  must  re- 
spectfully appeal. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  was  put,  and  the 
Chair  was  sustained. 

Alderman  Peters— I  now  renew  my  motion  to 
amend  section  three,  by  making  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  .?4000. 

Tlie  Chairman— If  the  motion  is  to  amend  the 
amendment  which  came  from  the  Connnon  Coun- 
cil, it  is  in  order;  but  a  direct  motion  to  make  the 
salary  $4000  is  not  in  order.  Does  the  Chair  under- 
stand the  Alderman  to  make  the  motion  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council,  or  as  a  direct  motion  to  make  the  salary 
S4000;  and  that  the  Superintendedut  be  allowed 
no  pay  for  his  services  as  clerk  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  ? 

Alderman  Peters— I  offer  it  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  to  lay  that  motion 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Will  that  motion  to  amend 
retain  the  Salary  bill  here?    If  it  does  — 

Alderman  Peters — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
a  member  who  has  been  excused  from  voting  on 
this  subject  cannot  take  j)art  in  the  debate. 

The  Ciaairman— The  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  made  the  motion  to  lay  up- 
on the  table  because  one  Alderman  is  absent  and 
another  has  tied  himself  up  so  that  he  cannot  give 
any  intelligence  upon  this  subject.  It  seems  to 
me  we  had  better  let  this  matter  lie  over. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
settled  at  the  present  time ;  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  tie  it  up  by  laying  it  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  amendment  upon  the 
table  was  lost,  and  the  question  recurred  again 
rpon  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  ad^ 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oonunoii  Council, 

APRIL,    16,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  heUl  at  714  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  Fresidem,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  W.  L,.  Burt,  Haley  &  Morse,  L.  W. 
Simona,  Mrs.  Mary  Ross,  Alexander  Farquhar- 
.son,  John  Mulrady,  B.  S.  AVright,  and  John  H. 
Pray's  Sous  &  Co.,  et  al.;  communication  from, 
the  directors  of  public  institutions  transmitting  a 
description  and  estimates  of  the  proposed  Home 
for  the  Poor ;  and  communication  f rona  Charles 
H.  Brainard  and  others,  presenting  to  the  city  a 
portrait  of  Charles  Sumner.  Severally  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  printing  of  one  thousand 
copies  of  a  memorial  of  Charles  Sumner,  contain- 
ing the  nroceedings  of  the  City  Council,  the  meet- 
ing in  Fanueil  Hall,  and  the  eulogy  to  be  de- 
livered in  Music  Hall.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  authorizing  contracts  to  be  made,  after 
April  15,  for  raising,  moving  and  underpinning 
buildings  in  Northampton-street  district. 

The  order  having  been  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  said — 

If  there  is  no  objection  I  move  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  that  the  order  may  take  its  second 
reading  at  this  time.  It  was  intended  to  go  in  at 
the  last  meeting,  but  there  was  so  much  other 
business  it  could  not  be  presented.  It  is  quite 
important  to  have  the  order  passed  tonight  that 
the  work  may  go  on  at  once,  as  the  season  is  get- 
ting late. 

The  rule  was  suspended — 40  for,  0  against — and 
the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street district  to  expend  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding ^1000  for  any  one  object  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  said  district.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  extra  lights  to  be  furnished 
on  the  NorthamptonrStreet  district  during  the 
progress  of  the  work  thereon.  Read  twice  and 
passed  in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Health  pro- 
posing the  abandonment  of  the  Marcella-street 
Smallpox  Hospital.  Referred  in  concurrence  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

Invitation  of  Post  No  26  G.  A.  R.  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies 
of  Decoration  Day  at  Forest  Hills  Cemetery. 
Accepted. 

Orders  to  authorize  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers  of  the  Normal  School  and  the  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  School  Committee  in  con- 
ducting said  school. 

Mr.  Page  of  AVard  9  moved  that  the  orders  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — If  the  gentleman  from 
Wara  9  will  reflect  a  moment,  I  think  he  will  see 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  reference. 
The  Legislature  has  passed  a  law  legaliz- 
ing this  school,  and  there  is  but  one 
thing  for  the  City  Government  to  do,  and 
that  IS  to  pay  those  teachers.  The  ijro])osed  ref- 
erence will  disclose  no  new  facts  or  information. 
The  orders  are  simply  to  make  up  a  pay  roll  to  pay 
the  teachers  and  to  pay  the  inci(lental  expenses  of 
the  School  Committee,  which  amount  to  about  $50, 
I  am  told. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  moved  the  reference  in 
order  to  get  at  the  facts.  We  have  got  to  pay  the 
teachers,  1  know,  but  the  order  is  written'in  a 
very  blind  and  general  way.  There  would  be  no 
harm  in  referring  it  to  the  committee  to  get  the 
items. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  will  not  prevail ;  and  that  we  shall  pass  this 
order  to  pay  those  teachers  their  money,  as  they 
have  not  had  their  salaries  since  last  July.  I 
think  the  position  which  the  city  has  held  in  re- 
gard to  the  teachers  of  this  school  is  not  vei-y  hon- 
orable, to  say  the  least.  Now  that  the  Legislat- 
ure has  passed  an  act  legalizing  the  school,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  delay  the  payment.  I 
am  .also    reminded    that    if    the   order   is   not 


passed  until  next  week  it  will  be  too  late 
for  them  to  get  their  money  this  month.  The  sal- 
aries of  those  teachers  were  established  by  the 
School  Committee,  and  the  pay  ^-oU  will  be  made 
up  in  the  ixsual  form. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Page  to  refer  was  lost ;  the 
orders  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Brackett  of  AVarrl  10,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended—46  for,  3  against— and  the  orders  were 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Brackett  (hoping 
it  would  not  prevail)  was  lost. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Water  (City  Doc. 
No.  40),  transmitting  an  act  authorizing  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water 
boards,  and  sulnnitting  an  ordinance  providing 
for  such  consolidation.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Ordinances  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  construction  of 
a  new  drop  and  tank  at  South  Ferry,  and  for  a 
coal  shed  at  North  Ferry,  at  not  exceeding  $;14,000 
and  :$4000  respectively.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  repaying  with  small  granite 
blocks  the  avenues,  in  city  proper  and  East  Bos- 
ton, leading  to  the  North  Ferry,  at  not  exceeding 
$10,000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  appointment  of  special 
watchmen  for  Northampton-stieet  district,  at  a 
compensation  for  each  of  not  exceeding  $3  per 
day.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District  to  employ  a  superintendent  of 
work  on  said  district  at  a  compensation  not  ex- 
ceeding $5  per  day.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Charles 
Burrill,  requesting  the  payment  of  $40,000  in  con- 
formity to  the  order  passed  September  12, 1870. 
Laid  upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher. 

By  Mr.  Pease  ot  Ward  1—  etition  of  M.  B. 
Leonard  and  ninety-six  others,  representing  that 
there  are  some  twenty  tanneries,  the  sewage  from 
which  flows  into  Mystic  Pond,  and  praying  that  a 
suitable  drain  or  sewer  may  be  built  to  convey  the 
said  sewage  or  other  impurities  to  some  point  be- 
low the  outlet  or  dam  of  said  pond.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Water. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Franklin 
Proctor  et  al.,  for  an  investigation  into  the  con- 
tract for  removal  of  house  oflEal  fiom  twelve  wards 
in  the  city,  representing  that  the  same  was  not 
awarded  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  and  that 
thereby  the  city  is  losing  thousands  of  dollars.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

ELECTION  OF  TRUSTEES  OF    PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  election  ot  George  Putnam  and  AVilliam  e! 
Perkins  as  Trustees  at  large  for  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— This  matter  has  been  pend- 
ing in  the  Council  several  weeks,  and  during  that 
time  tickets  bearing  the  names  of  candidates  liave 
been  upon  the  members'  desks.  I  therefore  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  election  may 
take  place  this  evening. 

The  rulrfwas  suspended  and  an  election  was  or- 
dered. Messrs.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  Train  of  Ward 
13,  and  Sprague  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes v , 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

George  Putnam 50 

William  E.  Perkins 29 

Weston  Lewis 40 

Charles  L.  Wooibury 4 

And  Messrs.  Putnam  and  Lewis  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee  of 
the  Common  Council  on  the  Judiciary,  reported 
that  the  order  accepting  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  on  the  10th  of  March,  1874,  establishing  a 
Board  of  Registrars  of  Voteis  in  the  city  of  Boston 
and  regulating  the  prfparatiou  .and  revision  of 
the  voting  lists,  which  was  referred  to  said  com- 
mittee, ought  to  pass. 

■  The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets — 


217 


OOMMON       COUNCIL, 


Oifleroil,  That  tlie  Joint  Standing  f'omniittee  on 
Streets)  lie  authorized  to  Kcll  by  pulilic/  auetioH, 
upon  such  terms  and  coiuUtioiiH  a>  they  may  deem 
■  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  the"  lot  of  hum 
owned  by  tlie  lity,  and  situated  on  tlie  soiitU- 
westerly  corner  of'  Eliot  and  Pleasant  streets,  the 
l>r()ceo(is  of  said  »ale  to  be  paid  into  the  citj- 
treasury.  ,  ■      ;  '      , .   .i  -i,  <  ■     ,■ , 

The  order  was  reaa  twice  and  the  question  was 
iinon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — I  would  ask  for  ir.for- 
mation  in  regard  to  the  (juantity  of  land  to  be  sold 
— wliether  it  is  twenty-tive  feet  or  more. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  War(l  7— Tliere  aie  about  twenty- 
five  thousand  feet  of  land  there  to  be  sold. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— How  did  the  city  come 
in  possession  of  that  land,  and  why  do  the  coifl- 
niittce  want  to  sell  it? 

The  President— Is  the  Council  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— If  the  gentleman  is  not 
able  to  give  any  information  on  the  subject  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  posti)oned.  I  move  that  it  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— This  is  a  lot  of  land  which 
the  city  took  or  bought  from  the  Providence  Rail- 
road— the  site  of  the  depot.  In  the  extension  of 
Columbus  avenue  the  city  had  to  buy  the  lot  on 
Madison  place.  It  comprises  now  about  23,000 
feet.  The'meml)ers  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
think  this  is  the  best  time  to  sell  that  land,  as  it 
will  bring  more  now  than  at  any  other  time.  The 
city  is  receiving  no  rent  from  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  same  commit- 
tee— 

Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city 
between  Columbus  avenue,  Eliot  street  extended 
and  Pleasant  street,  containing  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  square  feet,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated 
May  31, 1873,  and  deposited  in  his  office,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  and  dedicated  as  a 
public  ground  to  be  kept  open  forever. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Is  this  lot  near  the  one 
to  be  sold  by  auction  ? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  is  a  little  piece  of  land 
which  was  taken  in  connection  with  the  lot  near 
the  Providence  Railroad  depot  and  the  Madi- 
son-place estate.  Two  years  ago,  the  committee 
on  Streets  thought  it  was  desirable  that  this  little 
lot,  which  is  triangular  shaped,  shoulu  be  kept 
open,  and  it  has  remained  so  from  that  time  till 
now.  The  value  of  the  land  on  Madison  place  and 
Eliot  street  will  be  enhanced  by  keeping  this  lot 
open,  and  the  committee  think  that  would  be  the 
best  policy  for  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed.  \, 

SALARIES  OF  EEGISTRAES  OF  VOTERS. 

The  President  submitted  an  order,  which  had 
been  omitted  among  the  papers  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermeir,  requesting  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
to  report  an  order  fixirig  the  salaries  of  the  Regis- 
trars of  Voters  to  be  appo'"ted  under  an  act  Of 
the  Legislature  at  its  isresent  session.  The  order 
was  x>aseed,  in  concurrence. 

ELEVATOR  FOR  CITY  HALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  order 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
place  an  elevator  in  City  Hall,  at  an  expense  not 
to  exceed  ;#12,000,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  order  was  "read  a  second  tittie  and  the  ques- 
tion put  upon  its  passage  and  it  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Hurditt  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  order 
was  passed— yeas  44,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Beal,  Bearce,  Boardman, 
Brown,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Collins,  Crocker,  Crow- 
ley, Cudworth,  Dean,  Denny,  Flatley,  Flynn, 
Fuller,  Cordon,  Hine,  Hunnew'ell,  Jennings,  Kent, 
Loring,  McCarty,  Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Peabody, 
Perkins,  Powers,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Spragiie,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Walbridg'e,  Warren,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P.  AVilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
AVillcutt,  Woodward— 44. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Rariy,  Bleiler,  Brackett, 
Butler,  Crowley,  l-Cushman,  Dacey,  Day^  Gold- 
thwait,  Kiml)all,  Long,  Martin,  "Minot,  Moley, 
Mooney,  Pease,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Smiih, 
Train,  Woods— 23. 

Absent  or  not.  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bent, 
Davis,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Leach — 6. 


THE  HOUR  OF  MEETIXO.     ' 

Mr.  Thacher  of  AVard  15  ofTered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be 
to  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight  o'clock  P.  JI., 
and  that  said  hoiir  lie  the  time  of  meeting  until 
otherwise  ordered. 
Read  twice,  and  passed. 

THE  HARBOR  OF  BOSTON. 

ilr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  f ollowmg : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Harbor  forthwith  consider  and  report  u)>on 
the  effect  upon  Long  Island  and  the  harbor  of  the 
taking  of  gravel  from  said  island,  and  upon  the 
■communication  upon  said  subject  already  refeiTed 
to  said  committee. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Being  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Harbor,  it  might,  perhaps, 
seem  a  little  irregular  for  me  to  ask  for  the 
passage  of  an  order  that  that  committee  should 
consider  and  report  forthwith  upon  this  subject, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  last 
year,  and  is  still  before  it.  I  ought  to 
state,  however,  that  before  I  presented  the  or- 
der, I  conferred  with  my  colleagues  in  this 
branch  upon  the  subject,  and  they  unani- 
mouslv  agree  with  me  that  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  matter  it  is  better,  on  the  whole,  that 
the  City  Council  should  peremptorily  require  the 
committee  to  consider  and  report  nijon  this  im- 
portfiiit  subject.  The  communication  referred  to 
m  the  order  was  one  that  came  from  (General 
Thom,  who  is  connected  with  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey  in  some  way,  and  was  made  to  the 
Harbor  Commissioners,  and  by  them  communi- 
cated to  the  City  Council,  by  whom  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor.  That  commnni- 
catioii  was  to  the  effect  that  the  sea  had  broken 
through  a  portion  of  Long  Island,  near  Sculpiu 
Ledge,  and  had  diminished  Sculpin  Ledge  chan- 
nel, which  is  on  the  side  of  Long  Island  opposite 
Spectacle  Island.  General  Thorn  stated  that  in 
his  judgment  the  taking  of  gravel  from  Long  Island 
had  the  effect  of  causing  the  decay  of  the  island 
and  alluded  to  the  breaking  through.  And  he 
also,  in  his  communication,  stated  that,  the  taking 
of  gravel  being  by  authority  of  the  city,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  ought  not  to  be  at  the  expense  of 
protecting  Long  Island  from  the  ravages  of  the 
ocean ;  but  that  such  expense,  if  at  all,  should  be 
borne  by  the  municipal  authority  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  The  taking  of  this  gravel  froiji 
the  island,  however,  that  has  been  per- 
mitted by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— 
which  Board  has  that  matter  in  charge — 
was  confined  to  Bass  Point,  as  it  is  called, 
which  is  nearly  midway  between  Rains- 
ford  and  Gallop's  islands— a'point  of  beach  which 
makes  out  at  right  angles  from  Long  Island  into 
the  harbor.  This  point  has  been  increasing,  and 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Committee  on  Paving 
have  been  of  the  ojiinion  that,  inasmuch  as  this 
was  a  point  of  gravel  or  beach  making  out 
and  running  into  the  water  somewhat,  and 
was  only  exposed  at  low  tide — this  constant  for- 
mation of  that  point,  going  by  the  name  of  Bass 
Point,  and  running  out  at  right  angles  from  the 
island — the  taking  of  gravel  from  that  )'oint  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  decadence  of  the 
island  elsewhere ;  but  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  harbor  and  was  really  a  positive 
"benefit  to  it  instead  of  an  injm'y.  And  I 
■  must  acknowledge,  from  the  frequent  observation 
I  have  made  of  this  particular  point — ha\'ing 
sailed  by  it  very  many  times— that  it  seeme'i  to 
nie — and'l  should  welcome  anv  information  to  tlie 
contrary — that  the  taking  of  gravel  from  this 
point  cannot  have  any  effect  whatever  upon  the 
wash  of  the  island  elsewhere,  although  that  wa.sh 
may  have  been  caused  by  ths  taking  away,  in  past 
times,  of  stones  which,  doubtless,  protected  it.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  General  Government 
tas  been  at  a  very  great  expense,  durin"-  a  few 
j'ears  past,  of  taking  large  quantities  oi  gravel 
made  upon  the  end  of  the  spit  running  from  the 
Great  Brewster  that  stretches  into  .the  main  chan- 
nel, which  is,  perhaps,  1500  or  2000  feet  long — possi- 
bly more.  It  has  been  forming  and  increasing, 
stretching  out  into  the  main  channel,  until  the  Gen- 
eral Government  saw  the  necessity  of  being  at  a 
very  great  expense  for  the  jnirpose  of  taking  it 
away,  and  keeping  the  main  ship  channel  clear  as 
it  was  in  former  times.  It  was  the  same  thing  at  the 
end  of  I^ovell's  Island,  and  it  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittt  c  that  the  vaking  of  gravel  from  Bass  Point 
was  of  as  much  benefit  to  that  part  of  the  harbor 
as  was  the  taking  of  gravel  from  the  Lovell's 
Island,  as  well   as  froni  the  long  spit  that  ran 
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from  Great  Brewster.  Now,  then,  the  reason  why 
I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  matter,  this  even- 
ing, and  ask  a  prompt  consideration  of  the  subject 
is,  that,  upon  reading  the  report  of  the  Harbor 
-Commissioners,  I  find  that  this  communication 
from  General  Thom  is  set  out  at  lav^e  in 
that  reijort,  and,  after  calling  attention 
to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Harbor  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, proceeds  to  suggest  the  projjriety 
of  legislation  giving  the  control  of  these  islands 
and  the  taking  of  gravel  from  them  to  the  Harbor 
■Commissioners.  I  am  sure  that,  so  far  as  that 
board  is  concerned,  no  one  will  pretend  that  those 
commissi"-/ners  have  the  preservation  of  the  har- 
bor of  Boston  more  at  heart  than  the  City  Council 
of  Boston,  and  they  certainly  wouUl  not  undertake 
to  guard  the  harbor  or  be  more  pionipt  to  remedy 
an  inj my  than  the  City  Council  would.  And,  cer- 
tainly, if  the  City  Government,  by  any  neglect, 
has  been  guilty  of  permitting  any  ij^land  to  be  in- 
jr\red,  I  am  sure  it  would  seek,  and  its  desire 
would  be  to  remedy  any  in jurj-  or  neglect  suffered 
on  the  pait  of  the  city.  '  The  City  Council 
ought  to  have  control  of  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
ton for  the  most  part,  and  certainly  so  far 
as  this  matter  is  concerned  it  should  not 
be  taken  away  from  the  City  Government, 
unless  it  should  appear  that  it  has  been  de- 
relict in  its  duty.  Certainly,  as  to  the  members 
of  the  other  branch  who  have  had  that  matter  in 
charge,  they  are  gentlemen  capable  of  as  full  and 
complete  knowledge  on  this  subject,  in  my  judg- 
ment, as  the  memliers  of  the  Board  of  Harbor 
Commissioners.  At  any  rate,  it  behooves  us  to 
have  this  matter  investigated  and  reported  upon 
promptly.  It  was  desired  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
committee  that  this  matter  should  have  been  ta- 
ken hold  of  last  year  or  early  in  this  mvinicipal 
year;  but  it  has  been  neglected  because 
It  did  not  seem  to  be  pressed.  The  de- 
sire now  is  that  it  be  put  in  a  condition  to  be 
promptly  passed  upon,  that  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners may  see  that  the  City  Council  is  deter- 
mined to  have  the  matter  dealt  with  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  very  glad,  indeed, 
that  my  colleague  on  the  committee  has  brought 
this  matter  before  the  City  Council.  It  mav,  per- 
haps, not  be  forgotten,  that  early  last  year  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  same  sub- 
ject and  it  was  referredto  the  committee.  One  or 
two  hearings  occurred  and  I  tried  to  get  the  in- 
vestigation continued,  but  after  some  considera- 
ble delay  I  found  that  the  matter  had  been  passed 
upon  by  the  part  of  the  committee  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  they  had  taken  and 
exercised  exclusive  jurisdiction,  so  that  we  had 
nothing  to  say  as  representing  this  branch  of  the 
City  Government.  It  seemed  very  strarge  tome 
that  in  a  matter  as  important  as  that  to  the  inter- 
est of  Jcommerce  and  the  city  of  Boston  especially, 
nothing  whatever  came  from  that  direction.  Biit 
during  the  summer,  some  15,000  or  20,000  tons  of 
gravel  were  taken  from  that  island,  still  further 
injuring  the  harbor,  as  was  stated  by  experts  and 
by  reports  to  which  my  colleague  on  the  commit- 
tee has  referred.  I  ftit.  as  one  of  the  committee, 
that  it  was  one  of  tho.-e  matters  which  the  City 
Government  ought  to  have  taken  cognizance  of  as 
a  City  Government,  and  it  is,  in  my  yudcment,  one 
of  those  matters  which  call  tor  legislation, 
and  this  serves  to  illustrate  a  point  to  which 
I  have  called  attention  before,  that  every 
committee  of  the  City  Government  that  is  called 
upon  to  act  upon  any  measure  should  be  a  joint  com- 
mittee, and  that  tlie  Board  of  Aldermen  should 
never  be  allowed  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  any  case  whatever — I  care  not  whether  it  be  upon 
the  harbor.  Common  or  any  other  department ;  the 
interest  of  the  city  of  Bo.ston  demands  that  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  who  are  elected 
by  the  people,  should  pass  upon  all  those  measures 
which  are  brought  before  the  proper  couimiitees. 
There  is  no  better  illustration  that  I  can  *hink  of 
than  this,  to  which  I  have  called  the  attention 
of  the  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  interests 
of  the  harbor  have  been  prejudiced  in  this  par- 
ticular; that  we  should  have  been  allowed  to 
act  upon  the  subject  to  which  our  attention 
has  been  called;  that  we,  as  a  joint  committee, 
should  have  brought  forth  some  measures  which 
should  have  been  considered.  We  Mere  told  that 
we  should  visit  the  island  as  a  committee,  but  con- 
siderably late  in  the  summer,  or  early  in  the  fall, 
I  found  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  its 
committee,  with  its  invited  guests,  had  examin- 
ed   the    subject,    while    the    part   of   the    com- 


mittee from  the  Common  Council  were  never 
invited  and  knew  nothing  about  it  except 
what  they  saw  by  going  there  in  their  individual 
capacity.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  attention  has  been 
called  to  this  subject,  and  that  it  calls  for  action 
bv  the  joint  standing  committee. 

"The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— While  I  am  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  the  order,  I  still  feel  that  something- 
should  be  done  by  the  Chief  of  Police.  The  cus- 
tom has  generally  prevailed  to  aUow  persons  a 
license  to  take  gravel  from  that  place.  They  are 
now  allowed  to  take  gravel  without  a  license,  and 
I  think  some  order  should  be  put  in  here  directing 
the  Chief  of  Folice  to  prevent  the  taking  of  gravel 
from  there.  They  are  taking  it  away  now  by 
lighters,  four  or  live  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  taking  of  gravel  is 
limited  by  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
Bass  Point,  and  I  suppose  it  will  be  reduced  to 
that  question.  If  there  is  any  taking  of  gravel 
elsewhere  than  from  this  point,  of  course  the  com- 
mittee, if  we  have  authority  to  act  upon  that  sub- 
ject, would  report  in  favor' of  energetic  action  to 
prevent  the  taking  of  it  from  any  place  where  by 
any  possibility  it  could  do  an  injury  to  the  harbor. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  tlAse  parties 
take  this  gravel  from  any  jilace  tliey  see  lit,  and 
that  Mr.  l3enham,the  proprietor  of  the  island,  has 
said  he  would  protect  them  in  removing  it  from 
anv  portion  of  the  island.  I  therefore  think  that 
if  the  Chief  of  Police  be  ordered  to  prevent  the 
taking  of  gravel  from  any  island,  it  would  be 
better. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— From  my  acquaintance 
with  this  matter,  I  see  no  necessity  for  that.  I 
think  gravel  is  not  taken  from  anywhere  else  to 
any  considerable  extent.  I  myself  'saw  a  vessel  in 
po.sition  to  take  gravel,  but  whether  it  was  taking 
any  I  could  not  tell.  It  struck  me  that 
it  was  too  far  south  from  Bass  Point.  In  no 
other  instance  have  I  seen  a  ves>el  in 
position  to  take  gravel  from  any  place  ex- 
cept within  Bass  Point.  But  if  it  sho'uld  be  deem- 
ed necessary  to  instruct  the  Chief  of  Police  or  the 
Harbor  Police  to  prevent  the  taking  of  gravel 
from  the  island,  or  any  part  of  the  island,  or  all  the 
islands,  except  particular  portions,  of  course  that 
will  be  promptly  attended  to;  and  as  this  order 
provides  that  the  committee  shall  consider  this 
matter  forthwith,  I  think  the  gentleman's  object 
will  be  speedily  attained. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  withdraw  all  objections. 

The  order  was  passed. 

WATER  PIPES  IN  BBIGHTON. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing a  main  water  pipe  at  an  early  day  into  the 
Nineteenth  Ward. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell,  to  the 
Committee  on  Water. 

THE  BURBILL  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  of  this  city  passed  an 
order  in  relation  to 'the  claim  of  Charles  Bunill,on 
the  12th  day  of  September,  A.D.  1870,  in  the  follow- 
ing words,' to  wit,  "Ordered,  That  there  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  Henrj'  W.  Paine,  the  assignee 
of  Charles  Burrill,  the  sum  of  ibrty  thousand 
dollars,  in  full  settlement  of  all  services  rendered 
and  money  expended  by  said  Burrill  in  procuring 
credits  upon  the  quota  of  the  city  in  1804,  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  the  fund  appropriated  for 
Incidental  Expenses,  provided  that  such  receipts 
and  discharges  shall  be  executed  by  both  said 
Burrill  and  said  Paine  as  shall  be  satisfac- 
tory to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solic- 
itor;" and 

Whereas,  Before  payment  was  made,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  certain  tax'payers,  an  injunction  was 
served  upon  the  city  authorities,  restraining  them 
from  making  said  payment  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  legal  authority  to  do  so,  and  conse- 
quently said  order  was  not  carried  into  effect;  and 

Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  did,  on 
the  lith  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1871,  pass  an  act  au- 
thorizing tfiis  city  to  pay  said  sum,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit,  "The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  Chailes  Burrill  of  Brooklin'e 
the  sum  of  S-lO,00'o,  in  satisfaction  for  all  services 
rendered  and  money  expended  by  him  in 
in  procuring  eredits  upon  the  quota  of  volunteers 
of  said  city,  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  in 
conformity  to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
of  said  city,  and  approved  September  12,' 1870,  and 
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may  raise  said  sum  by  taxation  or  otherwise" : 
Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
above-mentioned  1  aine,  assignee  of  Charles  Bnr- 
rill,  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  as  recited 
in  the  above-mentioned  order,  passed  September 
12, 1870,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions therein  mentioned,  and  as  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  above  referred  to;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Reserved 
Fund. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — It  seems  to  be  my  fortune 
to  be  somewhat  conspicuous  in  this  Burrill  mat- 
ter, but  I  consider  that  a  duty,  whether  disagree- 
able or  pleasant,  had  better  be  done  than  not 
done.  My  object  in  offering  this  order  is  this:  I 
shall  move  for  its  special  assignment  for  two  weeks 
from  tonight,  which  will  give  the  new  members 
an  opportunity  to  read   the    story   from  the  city 


documents.  Those  who  have  been  here  a  year  or 
two  are  perfectly  familiar  with  it;  they  need  no 
new  light.  It  isa  matter  that  I  think  the  Citj* 
Council  should  decide  upon,  for  or  against.  It  is 
proper  to  have  this  matter  closed  up,  and  I  there- 
fore move  the  special  assignment  oi  this  order  for 
consideration  at  half -past  eight  o'clock  two  weeks 
from  to  night. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

MAXAGEMEXT  Of    BRAXCH  LIBBABIES. 

-Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Library 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding local  boards  for  the  management  of  the 
several  branch  libraries. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  "Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    ^0,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meetlug  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  held  at  four  o  clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
uiaii  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWX. 

Eight  additional  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Apru  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  XOMISATIOKS. 

Police  Officers — Charles  A.  Ramsdell,  Joseph  H. 
Thin<r. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

S^peeiwl  Police  AVitliout  Pay — Charles  H.  Board- 
man,  Allen  street  and  its  vicinity;  Frank  Ci.  Mar- 
tin, at  J.  E.  Maynard's  stable,  'Bowdoin  square ; 
Bernard  T.  Quinn,  Tremont  row  and  Howard 
street;  William  Roche,  St.  Joseph  Church,  Rox- 
bury. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Robert  P.  Paul. 

Mea-urei-s  of  Upper  Leather— William  Bragdon, 
AVilliam  Powers,  George  W.  Braedon,  John  W. 
Bragdon,  Jr.,  Mehille  C.  Bragdon,  in  the  city 
proper ;  and  Charles  Dolan,  West  Roxbuiy. 

Severally  coutirmed. 

PETirlUNS  REFERItED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  George  Spar- 
hawk,  to  be  paid  for  ?ods  and  loom  taken  from  his 
estate  in  Brigliton  in  1873. 

Johanna  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  damages  by 
blasting  on  Regent  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildinijs.  Eugene  B.  Dudley,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  South  street,  near  Dudley  ave- 
nue, Ward  17. 

E.  J.  Moore,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  building 
on  Maverick  street,  near  Liverpool  street. 

Francis  H.  George,  for  le.ive  to  enlarge  a  wood- 
en Tiu  Idiug  in  the  rear  of  636  Second  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market,  etc.  William  Mel- 
vin,  for  leave  to  change  his  meat  stall  in  Paneuil 
Hall  Market  to  a  poultry  stall,  and  to  transfer  his 
lea^e  to  Nahum  Brewer. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jennie  Seideustrickei,  to  be  paid  for  land 
damages  on  Magazine  street. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Salaries.  Superiiiteudent 
of  Dover  street  Bridge,  to  be  adowed  an  assistant. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Paul  A^est  e(  aZ., 
remonstrance  agaii-St  the  issue  of  any  license  to 
George  H.  Walcott  to  occupy  premises  947  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston,  as  innholder,  victualler,  or 
for  the  purpo>es  of  a  billiard  saloon  and  bowling 
alley,  when  the  said  licenhC  shall  have  been  ap- 
plied for  by  said  AValcott  or  his  agent. 

B.  B.  Wood,  for  the  removal  of  the  wagon  now 
standing  at  149  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

George  Tyuer,  for  wagon  stand  at  11  Summer 
street. 

George  M,  Morse,  for  hack  stand  at  60  State 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  H.  Tannenbaum, 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Terrace  sireet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bathing.  Charles  Fitke, 
for  appointment  as  superintendent  of  one  of  the 
bath-houses  in  the  Charlestown  District. 

Jalnes  S.  King,  for  appointment  as  superintend- 
ent of  a  bath-house,  he  having  received  injuries 
while  on  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  having  been  incapacitated  from  doing 
anv  work  on  that  account  for  more  than  a  year. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  first  day  of  June. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  Gie 
Board.  Jolm  McGiiiness,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  f table  for  one  horse  on  Belmont  street. 
No.  3,  Chaiiestown. 

Francis  C.  Van  Horn,  for  leave  to  occupy  brick 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Worcester  street,  No. 
155. 

J.  S.  Brskine  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  occu- 
pancy of  stable  by  P.  J.  Hftyes,  rear  of  No.  37  Mid- 
dle street. 

Ephraim  W^  Dudley,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  fox  two  horses  on  South  street,  corner  of 
Dudley  avenue. 

Henry  "Walcott,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Fourth  street,  near-  Q 
street. 


Fredericka  P.  Schenkl,  remonstrance  against 
erection  of  stable  by  l\  C.  Van  Horn  in  rear  of 
155  Worcester  street. 

Morris  Tasker  e<  a?.,  remonstrance  against  the 
occupancy  of  stable  by  Boston  Protective  Depart- 
ment, on  corner  of  Hamilton  and  Franklin  streets. 

Proprietors  of  the  Jewish  Cemetery,  for  the  ex- 
tension of  their  cemetery  at  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
ei  al.,  that  edgestones  and  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Eustis  street,  from  Dearborn  to  Hampden  street. 

Michael  Toomey,  to  be  paid  foi-  grade  damages 
on  Dorchester  avenue.  Ward  16. 

John  B.  Voi^in,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Cabot  street. 

E.  S.  Johnson  et  al.,  that  Brook  avenue  may  be 
graded. 

Hiram  A.  Wright,  that  the  part  of  Thornton 
street  recently  accepted  be  called  Thornton  ave- 
nue. 

William  J.  Smith,  that  the  name  of  Dudley 
street  from  Magazine  street  to  the  old  line  of  Dor- 
chester, be  called  Stoi'ghton  street. 

Joseph  Dix  et  al.,  Fred  P.  Moseley  et  al.,  that 
additional  sidewalks  be  constructed  on  a  compre- 
hensive plan  in  Ward  16,  especially  on  the  princi- 
pal thoroughfares,  such  as  Dorchester  lavenue, 
Adams  street,  Neponset  avenue  and  the  streets 
leading  to  the  railroad  station,  and  desiring  to  be 
heaid  on  the  subject. 

Joshua  Jenkins,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  57  and  59  Newman  street. 

William  H.  Durrell  et  al.,  that  Columbus  avenue 
be  watered  by  the  city,  from  Berkeley  street  to 
Park  square. 

James  Dana  et  al.,  that  Washington  street, 
Ward  19,  be,  graded  and  finished  to  the  line  of 
widening  from  Cambridge  street  to  the  Brookline 
line. 

John  Bobbins,  that  the  sidewalk  on  Kneeland 
street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Hudson  street,  be 
repaiiei 

Horatio  Hani  1  eioi.,  that  the  name  of  Warren 
street,  Roxbui-y,  be  changed  to  Washington  street- 
Guild,  White  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Pynchon  street 
be  paved  from  Tremont  to  Centie  street. 

Richard  Power,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that  a  license  to 
sprinkle  Winthroi)  and  Adams  street,  Charles- 
town, be  granted  to  Timothy  Colnan. 

ORDERS    OF  NOTICE  FOE   SEWEKS.  ^ 

The  orders  of  notice  of  hearing  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  sewers  in  Putnam  street,  be- 
tween Bennington  and  Chelsea  streets,  and  in 
Emerson  street  between  H  and  I  streets,  were 
considered,  and  there  being  no  objection  offered, 
the  orders  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

LOCATION  OF  BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN 
RAILROAD. 

By  special  assignment,  the  petition  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lyrui  Railroad 
for  location  of  track  of  said  raihoau  within  the 
city  limits  came  up  for  a  healing. 
■  Mr.  E.  L.  Pierce,  counsel  for  the  corporation,  read 
the  law  under  which  the  hearing  was  had,  and  pro- 
duced maps  of  the  proposed  location.  No  one  ap- 
peared to  remonstrate,  and  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Harvard  College  $1425  for  Stony- 
Brook  land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Division  street,  between  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  Foundry  street,  at  a  coat  of 
$1500.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  Broadway,  from  Dorchester  to  H 
Street,  with  small  granite  blocks,  $18,000.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  E  street,  from  Sixth  to  Eighth 
street,  $8000.    Passed. 

Order  to  gra^le  Magazine  street,  as  extended, 
$3000.    Passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Elmwood,  Washington 
aad  Pynchon  sti'eets.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  Exchajige  place  with  wood,  $900. 
Passed. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  assessments  on 
abutters  on  Buggies  street. 

AJdei-mau  Peters— I  should  like  to  ask  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  why  the 
assessments  of  so  many  persons  on  Ruggles 
street  are  abated. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  thought  that 
in  the  original  levying  of  the  assessments  there 
had  been  a  mistake  made,  and  that  those  parties 
were  assessed  more  than  they  should  have  been. 
They  were  assessed  for  the  expense  of  a  main 
sewer  instead  of  for  one  which  the  necessities  of 
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the  street  required.    The  committee;  ;cf ter  looking 
into  the  matter,  thought  that  a  portion  of  the 
assessments  slioulii  be  abated. 
The  order  was  passeil. 

THE  SAJLAKV  BILL.  „, 

The  Salary  bill  was  taken  up  niidei'  the  head  of 
untini.shed  business,  on  the  motion  by  Alderman 
Peters  to  make  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  ?!i4000,  to  include  his  services  as'  secre- 
tary of  Committee  on  I'avin;?. 

The  riiairman— Just  i)revioiis  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  tlie  last  meeting  of  this  Board,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Alderman  Peters  to  amend  the 
amendment  w  hich  came  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. The  Chair  would  now  state  that  in  his  opinion 
that  amendment  is  not  in  order.  The  Board  hav- 
ing non-concurred  with  the  Common  Council  in 
the  aniendment  which  came  down  from  that  body, 
the  subject  matter  is  throu};h  with,  so  far  a.s  this 
Board  is  concerned,  for  the  time  beiii}^-. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Chair  if  tlie  Cliair  can,  at  this  meeting,  decide  an 
amendment  out  of  order  which  was  riiled  in  order 
at  a  previous  meeting,  and  from  wliich  no  ap- 
peal was  taken. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  of  tbe  opinion  that 
his  ruling  at  the  last  meeting  was  not  strictly  as 
it  should  have  been.  This  order  came  to  us  from 
the  Common  Council,  and  it  is  a  qviestion  of  either 
concurrence  or  non-concurrence. 

TRUSTEES  OF  J'CBLir  LIUBAKY. 

■  Report  nominating  George  Putnam  and  William 
E.  I'erkins  as  Trustees  at  large  for  the  Public  Li- 
brary came  down  witli  a  certificate  of  the  election 
by  the  Common  Council  of  Creovge  Putnam  and 
Weston  Lewis  as  said  trustees. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  he  was  requested  to 
withdraw  the  name  of  William  E.  Perliins. 

Tlie  Board  ])roceed<>ii  to  an  election.  Aldermen 
Bigelow  and  Stebliins  were  appointe<la  committee 
to  receive,  .sort  and  count  votes.  Tliey  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  nuraberof  votes 12 

Nfcessary  to  a  choice 7 

,,    George  rutuam .    6 

Weston  Lewis 12 

George  Hyde 5 

Mr.  Lewis  vv'as  declared  elected  in  concurrence  , 
and  a  second  ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 8 

Jsecessary  to  a  choice 5 

George  Putnam 5 

George  Hyde 1 

,     George  E.' Hyde 1 

fj    Weston  Hyde , 1 

And  Mr.  Putnam  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
ren  e. 

Alderman  Bigelow  explained  that  four  of  the 
ballots  had  two  names  upon  them,  and  were  con- 
sequently thrown  out  by  the  committee.'-'  ''   r 

Aldermaii  Cutter  —  I  Mould  inquire  whether 
there  is  not  a  majority  vote  cast  ? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that, 
where  one  person  is  to  be  voted  for  and  two  names 
are  upon  the  same  ticket,  the  only  thing  for  the 
committee  to  do  is  to  tlirow  out  the  ticket  having 
two  names  upon  it. 

PAPEES  FROM  THE  COMMOX  fOlTXCIL. 

Petitions  were  referrefl  in  eoucurrence. 

Order  to  sell  by  auction  the  city's  land  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Eliot  and  Pleasant  streets. 
Passed.  Subsequently  the  v6te  was  reconsidered 
oil  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  and  the  order  laid 
upon   the  table. 

Order  for  Coumiittee  on  the  Harbor  to  report  on 
the  suLject  of  taking  gravel  from  Long  Island. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Comni'ttee  on  Public  Library  to  ooti-' 
sider  the  expediency  of  providing  local  boards  for 
branch  libraries.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Cochituafe  Water  Board  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  extending  rb  main  water  pipe 
into  Brighton.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  an  elevator  in  the 
City  Hall,  at  a  cost  not  e?fceeding  $12,000. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Lost,  and  the  question  was  on  the  passage  ef- 
the  order.  ■ '  i  - 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  that  order.  1  have  the  same  opinion  now  that 
I  have  had  for  the  last  two  or.  three  years.  We  do 
not  need  an  elevator  in  this  hall.  Members  of  the 
Government  have  found  no  trouble  in  reacliing 
their  destination  so  f  ai',  and  certainly  the  elevator  , 


will  occupy  space  vitiich  will  (Jecrcase  the 
beauty  of  the  building.  I  trust  we  shall  not 
cut  tnis  building  up  in  that  way  by  plac- 
ing an  elevator  in  it.  Any  one  "passing 
through  the  corridors  and  up  the  .stairway  of  thiS: 
building  wiU  at  once  see  that  if  an  elevator  is  i»ut 
in  there,  it  will  at  once  mar  the  beauty  of  the 
structure.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  tlie  elevat- 
or. 1  doubt  very  much  about  business  men  rid- 
ing np  and  down  in  this  elevator,  and  it  will  be 
used  only  by  those  m'Uo  are  loafing  about  the  hall. 
Those  who  have  business  to  do  will  not  wait  for 
an  elevator. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  order  will  not  paas. 
An  elevator  is  entirely  uncalled  for  in  this  buUd- 
ing.  In  fact,  I  cannot  understand  why  such  an 
order  is  ollered  here;  as  the  gentleman  said,  mo.~t 
of  the  business  men  here  would  u.se  it  very  little. 
It  will  mar  the  beautv  oi^  the  building  very  much, 
and  certainly  interfere  with  good  ventilation. 
The  building  was  planned  with  a  view  as  mncli  to 
ventilation  as  anything  else.  1  think  the  elevator 
is  unnecessary,  and  i  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass. 

Alderman  Peters- 1  a,m  opposed  to  an  elevator, 
first,  because  the  5il2,000  expense  at  the  start  had 
better  be  saved  for  something  that  is  necessary ; 
l^nd,  second,  because  it  wiU  cost  very  much  to  run 
it  after  it  is  jjut  in, 

Aldennau  Power — The  cost  of  the  elevator  at 
first  is  tiitting  indeed  compai'ed  with  the  expense 
it  entails  upon  the  city,  which  will  annually  be 
nearly  half  the  amount  of  the  original  cost.  Ihat 
is  the  most  extravagant  part  of  it.  1  said  before 
that  I  was  surprised  at  the  order  coming  in  here. 
My  first  knowledge  of  such  an  order  was  that  it 
came  from  parties  interested  in  elevators;  I  traced 
it  there  originally.  I  tnink  we  shoxild  have  other 
and  better  reasons  for  spending  the  city's  money 
for  jobs  of  this  kind. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to 
make  upon  this  matter  now.  1  submitted  the  few 
wonls  1  hail  to  say  when  the  subject  was  up  for 
consideration  in  the  Appropriation  bill.  I  have 
heard  no  new  arguments  presented  by  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  in  oi>position  "to  the  order 
that  were  not  presented  on  that  occasion.  As  to 
the  origin  of  the  order,  alluded  to  by  my  friend  on 
my  right,  I  cannot  understand  how  he  should  pre- 
siime  to  suppose  that  interested  parties  originated 
this  order.  It  originated  in  the  Common  Council  as 
an  order  of  inquiry,  but  how  that  inquiry  originated 
I  am  unable  to  state,  although  the  order  was  passed 
in  the  other  branch  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 
It  came  for  consideration  before  the  Committee 
on  Buildings,  who  lookeil  into  the  matter,  consid- 
ered it  fea.sible,  thought  it  was  a  good  thing  and 
desirable  for  various  considerations,  which  I 
mentioned  when  the  subject  of  this  appro- 
priation was  under  consideration.  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  change  my  mind  since  then,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  other  branch  would  appreciate 
the  convenience  of  it  much  more  than  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  AU  the  arguments  that  were  pre- 
sented before  were  answered  then,  and  I  have 
liothing  further  to  say,  except  that  I  shall  vote 
for  the  order. 

'  Alderman  Power— In  alluding  to  the  origin  of 
that  order  I  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  or  to  anv  member 
of  this  ijrescnt  Government.  It  is  an  old  subject ; 
it  has  been  before  this  Government  two  or  three 
times  before,  and  I  alluded  to  the  first  time  that  it 
was  brought  to"  my  attention.  From  my  own 
knowledge,  I  feel  warranted  in  si'iying  that  I 
thought  it  was  agitated  'oy  parties  interested  in 
elevators.  It  was  not  originated  by  members  of 
this  (Government. 

Alderman  Cutter— How  many  elev'atoi;s  dp,  tt>,ey 
calculate  to  put  in  with  5il2,00u'?       '    ', , 

Alderman  Emery— The  order  conteniplates  only 
one  elevator. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  very 
large  sum  for  an  elevator,  and  that  half  this 
sum  woixld  be  sufficient.  It  shows  conclu- 
sively that  when  an  appropriation  is  made 
the  committees  are  anxious  to  spend  the 
money,  \\hen'  the'  appropriation  was  before 
this  (Tovcrnment,  the  gentleman  opi;osite  said  we 
are  not  obliged  to  ^pend  the  money.  I  say  it  will 
be  money  improperly  spent.  When  the  T;ix  bill 
was  before  us,  one  gentleman  said  the  citizens 
coming  here  ask  to  be  accommodated,  and  to  be 
carried  to  the  upper  "part  of  the  building  easily. 
Kow,  I  a>k  if  a  person  coming  in  hereon  business 
would  stop  and  wait  for  an  elevat;or.  It  will  not, 
accommodate  the  c"itizens.  It  will  accommodate 
the  school  board,  but  i)erhaps  they  may  not  be  in 
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this  btiiMing-  a  long  time.  We  ave  conteinpWting 
a  new  (  oiirt  House  huUiling-  and  in  that  ca^^e  we 
would  have  the  old  Court  Hou5;e  and  would  have 
no  use  for  the  elevator.  It  is  an  expensive  lux- 
un'  that  should  not  lie  tolerated. 

Alderman  Worthlngton— I  hope  we  shall  appro- 
jiriate  this  money  and  have  the  elevator.  I  believe 
it  is*  ueeet<.«ary  fer  the  citizens  of  Boston.  We  have 
ill  the  upper  part  of  this  building  rooMiS  which,  if 
we  had  an  elevatoi;,^  would  be  as  good  as  the  rooms 
'below.  Now  we  hi: ve  gone  up  to  No.  .36  Peraber- 
ton  square,  to  hire  a  building  for  ,«3C0o  a  y^ar,  and 
it  will  not  be  long  before  we  have  to  hire'  another. 
By  having  an  elevator  we  can  use  these  upper 
rooms.  You  nil  know  that  elevators  have  that 
effect.    Only  a  few  ^veeks  ago  we  read  that  the 

gatronftge  of  the  Revere  Hous*  had  been  doiibled 
y  putting  in  an  elevator.  ' 

Alderman  Cutter— Are  there  any  vacant  roonvs 
iiu  the  upper  part  of  this  building  at  the  present 
time? 

Alderman  Worthington — I  speak  of  utilizing 
those  rooms  to  the  best  advantage.  We  have 
rooms  up  there,  and  they  all  have  something  in 
them,  but  if  we  have  an  elevator  we  can  use  them  to 
much  better  advantage  than  now.  The  patrons  of 
the  Revere  Hou^e  have  been  doubled  and  are  much 
better  satistied  by  the  elevator.  AVe  all  experi- 
ence this  in  going  to  New  York.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  G  used  to  want  a  room  on  the  first 
story,  but  now  he  will  go  up  into  the  fifth  story 
and  "not  object  to  it.  A  man  having  business  with 
the  City  Government  should  have  every  facility 
to  get  to  the  different  offices.  Every  facility 
should  be  afforded  citizens  who  come  here  to 
transact  business.  Tlie  convenience  of  the 
citizen.s  of  Boston  demands  this  elevator.  In 
regard  to  ventilation,  the  putting  up  of  an  ele- 
vator will  not  injure  that  in  the  least,  but 
will  be  an  actual  benefit,  and  will  velitilate 
the  whole  building  from  top  to  bottom.  If  you 
will  make  Inqtiiries  yo\i  will  find  that  to'  be 
the  case  in  such  I'uildings  where  elevators 
have  been  placed.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says  the  expense  per  year  will  be  half 
the  cost  of  putting  it  in.  It  cannot  and  ought  not 
to  cost  more  than  a«300(i.  The  steam  boiler  that  is 
necessary  to  be  put  in  will  heat  this  building,  and 
it  will  not  requii'e  more  than  three  tons  of  coal  a 
week  during  the  coldest  weather.  Three  thousand 
dollars  will  do  it  ea.<ily,  and  I  include  in  that  the 
engineer  whose  business  it  is  to  attend 
to  the  engine.  We  are  compelled  to  have  ti 
boiler  no\v  for  heating  thi-  building  with 
steam,  so  that  a  thousand  dollars  is  taken  out  of 
my  estimate  already.  It  will  be  economy  for  the 
city  to  put  in  the  elevator.  1  he  gentleman  says 
the  rooms  up  stairs  are  occupied.  We  have 
one  large  square  room  occupied  by  the  Su- 
perintenaent  of  Printing  and  only  used  other- 
wise on  Thursdays  by  meriibers  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  who  have  the  jjrivilege  of 
going  in  there.  We  can  use  that  room  to  vastly 
better  advantage  than  that,  and  there  are  ->ther 
room.*  that  can  be  used  to  better  advantage  than 
they  now  are.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  voting  for 
this  order,  because  I  think  the  people  of  this  city 
demand  an  elevator,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  econ- 
omy. 

A'lderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  com- 
pare the  City  Hall  with  a  hotel.  The  difference  is 
that  we  have  our  rooms  full  all  the  time  and  plen- 
ty of  patronage ;  we  always  have  had  and  always 
shall ;  but  the  hotels  do  not  and  they  put  in  eleva- 
tors to  get  v)atrons.  I  guess  the  Common  Council 
will  object  "to  having  their  anteroom  taken  away; 
we  tried  to  do  it  once  before,  but  it  was  impossi- 
ble. A  body  composed  of  seventy  Inen  ought  to 
have  some  room,  where  they  have  no  salary. 

Alderman  Sv'ortliington — '  do  not  speak'  of  the 
anteroom  of  the  Common  Council.  They  have  an 
anteroom  as  large  as  we  have ;  the  othe'r  room  ie 
entirely  separate.  They  have  no  reason  to  go 
there  except  that  it  is  vacant.  I  do  not  propose  to 
interfere  with  their  anteroom.  But  there  is  a 
large  room,  occupied  only  by  the  desk  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Printing,  wlieie  committees 
who  have  a  large  annunt  of  business  can  meet, 
instead  of  being  crowded  as  we  are  down  herie, 
and  that  would  ije  done  if  we  had  an  elevator. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  to  aineud  so  that  the 
sum  shall  be  .$6000  instead  of  .*12,000. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail..  Whether  the  elevater  costs  onlv  six, 
eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars,  I  hope  the'  sum 
will  not  be  reduced  to  .t^eooo  for  the  boiler  and  all, 
for  the  boiler  will  cost  .■<30()0.    I  believe  that  both 


%ill  cost  considerably  below  ipl2,000,,  fe.ut  Irjlppfe 
'the  amendment  ^vill  not  prevail.  ',' '    "■. 

Alderman  Power — I  profess  to  have  some  knovvl- 
^dge  of  the  cost  of  such  things;  and  know"  that  one 
"elevator  can  be  put  in  for  !5G00T).  The  gentleman 
'Stated  that  we  wanted  only  one,  and  it  that  is  go 
"$6000  will  procure  as  good  a  one  as  there  is  in  Bos- 
toji. 

'    Alderman   Hall— I   would    fck   the   gentleman 
what  kind  of  an  elevator  he  can  get  for  :)56000. 

The  amendment  waS  lost.  Alderman  Cutter 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  and  it  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas 
8,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas — AJdermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  AVorthinj^tou- 8. 
Nays— Aldermen  tltil^ter,  Harris,  t'eters,  Power 

Aldemian  Em'ery  moved  a  recortsid^i'aftion  bf  tKe 
last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  shall  not  oppose  that  for 
the  reason  that  I  see  that  as  soon  as  money  is  ap- 
propriated they  cannot  Vvait  a  minute  before 
spending  it. 

Alderman  Harris — I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  exigency  is — whether  they  have  purchased  for 
the  elevator  and  if  contracted  for,  why  there  is 
■nieli  a  huriy. 

Alderman  Emery — The  gentleman  knows  the 
difficulty  about  every  niatter  where  there  is  oppo- 
sition. 'Notice  of  a' motion  to  reconsider  is  left 
after  the  Board  adjourns  and  the  thing  is  kept 
back  and  delayed  and  there  is  difficulty  in  teUiug 
whether  It  is  passed  or  not. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  t<)  te- 
'ieonsider  upon  the  table.    Lost. 
'     The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 
,  ,  Order  to  set  ap''rt  and  dedicate  as    a   public 
liground,  to  be  kept  open  forever,  the  lot  of  land 
owned   by   the   city  between  Columbus  avenue, 
,'Eliot  street  extended  and  Pleasant  street. 
,  .  AU'erman  Stebbins— I  wish  to  inquire  whethter, 
iif  we  pass  this  order,  at  any  future  time  it  should 
become  desirable  to  lay  this  land  out  as  a  public 
way  or  street,  it  would  lie  prevented  because  of 
this  order  having  been  passed.  . 

The  Chairman— The  order  says  it  shall  be  kept 
open  as  a  public  ground  forever.  The  question 
whether  it  could  be  laid  out  as  a  public  street  af- 
cer  the  order  is  passed  wowld  have  to  be  referred 
to  tlie  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  had  better  ■  wait  until 
we  know  about  that.  Whenever  Columbus  avenue 
is  extended  to  Roxbuiy  there  will  he  a  great 
amount  of  public  travel  over  that  street.  1  think 
the  order  should  be  amended  so  that  the  lot  may 
be  kept  open  as  a  public  square,  or  laid  out  as  a 
street  for  public  pui-jioses  in  future. 

Alderman  Prescott- -I  desire  to  look  into  this 
niatter,  rot  having  had  the  opportunity  to  do  so 
since  the  order  was  passed  by  the  Common  Coun- 
fcil,  and  I  think  other  members  of  this  Board 
would  like  further  infol-mation.  I  move  that  the 
order  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
•    The  motion  prevailed. 

'.''.""..':■  ASSISTANT  CITY  CLERK. 

A.  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Clerk  nominating  for  approval  and  confirmation 
John  T.  Priest,  as  Assistant  City  Clerk,  for  this 
municipal  year,  The  appointment  was  approved 
and  confirmed. 

■  '   ;    ...    ■.!       "WGODLAWN    CEMETERY. 

A  c6tnSriiiTlication  was  received  from  the  pro- 
prietors of  Woodlawn  Cemetery  representing  that 
by  a  contract  with  the  city  o'f  Chaib'stown  all 
paupei-s  from  that  city  were  to  be  buried  in  that 
cemetery,  for  which  the  city  agreed  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain price  p^r  capita.  Since  Chlrlestowii  was  an- 
nexed to  Boston,  all  the  paupers  dying  there  have 
been  bulled  at  Mount  Hope  CeiuetCry,  in  direct 
violation  of  this  contract.  They  ask  that  the  con- 
tract may  be  observed  or  cancelled,  either  of 
wtiich  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  proprietors, 
'  The  cotnmunicatlon  was  teferred  to  the  Com,- 
Baittee  on  the  Oveiseers  of  the  Poor. 

THE   FIRE  COMWCrSSIONERS. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  sent  down: 
Office  of  the  BoATto  of  FrliE  COMMif^siON-  >'  ' 
ERR,  City  Hall,  Boston,  April  20, 1«74.  j  ' 
t  To  the  Honorable  City  CdnitCJl— The  Board  (rf 
Fire  Commissioners,  to'whoih  was  referred  t'he 
petition  of  Shoe  &  Leather  Dealers'  Insur- 
ance Company  and  others,  tht»t  a  steani  fire 
engine  be  located  on  Charlete  sti-eet,  neai- 
Poplar,    respectfully    report    that,    with  Steam- 
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er  No.  6  on  Wall  street,  Hpse  Comi)any  No.  3  on 
North  Orove  i=itreet.  Steamer  No.  10  ou  River 
s;treet,  and  Steamer  No.  4  ou  Bultinch  street,  that 
part  of  the  city  is  as  well  protected  as  any  other 
portion,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  board  to  make  Engiuc  Companies 
No.  6  and  10  permanent,  it  will  be  inexpedient  to 
place  another  steam  engine  at  the  iioint  named. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  tlie  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners. . 

Alfred  P.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 

THE  JUKY  LIST. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 

Clerk  transmitting  the  revised  jwry  list  for  1874, 
which  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

1<itrt^-{.  .    '         8TEEET  COMMISSIONERS.  , 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Shaw- 
niut  avenue,  between  Dudley  and  Cxivild  streets, 
according  to  estimates  given  in  the  annexed 
schedule:  •^ 

r«2       a.  ;:  S  ?:  f:  2. 

"'"  ^       s.      ss       -I 

ESTATES.  :  5.     ?  P  =-°  85 

«    :  £         g  =:         g  2. 

.   t-     .  o  ^  s-  P  o. 

T.J.Dunbar 69  $2!5»  -    $172  50  $25  00  $197  30 

Charles  F.  Bradfora..  9«5    2  50  2,412  50  125  00  2,537  50 

Frederick  Guild 1373  2  00  2,74()  00  BOO  00  3,34li  00 

T.  .J.  Dunbar U  3  50  38  50     10  00  4S  50 

S.  Rowland  Hart ,S9  2  25  200  25    40  00  240  25 

Simpson  C.  Bixby....    52  2  00  104  00   ,B0O0  IW  00 

Metropolitan  R.R.t!o.7185  2  00'  14,370  00      ....  14,.37O«0 

9744  $20,043  75  $860  00  $20,903  75 

The  question  was  upon  referring  the  resolve  and 
order  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  should  like  to  in- 
quire,'jif  that  report  is  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,whether  the  Committee  can  con- 
sider the  project  of  extending  Shawmut  avenue 
back  of  the  Vniversalist  church  to  Bartlett  street, 
which  I  think  is  desirable,  and  for  which  quite  a 
number  of  petitions  have  been  put  in. 

Tlie  Chairman  stated  tliat  it  could,  and  the  re- 
solve and  order  were  referred  to  that  committee. 

REPORTS  OF   COMMITTEES.    .  ,         ,_,,   '\ 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  ,i?q- 
lice — Report  recommending  the  confirmation  of 
the  appoiiitmeuts  of  police  officers  made  at  the 
last  meeting  by  the  Mayor.  Accepted  and  appoint- 
ments confirmed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Shawmut-avenue  Baptist  Church  for  leave  to 
proiect  two  gas  lamps  over  the  doors  of  their 
chiirch.    Accepted. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  of  F. 
Timmins,  Lincoln  street;  Elizabeth  L.  Bennett, 
et  al.,  Mark-et  sti-eet;  and  Cattle  Fair  Hotel, 
Wat^hington  street— aU  of  AVard  19 — to  be  paid  for 
igrade  damages  on  the  streets  named.  Severally 
accepted.         ,       .  '  • 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  th!e;CotBraittee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  for  a  Jocatioj  in  Blue 
HUl  avenue,  etc.,  report,"  submitting  the  accompa- 
nying order  for  a  location  : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  locations  al- 
ready granted  to  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  the  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  double  track  on  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nne,  from  the  corner  of  Waverley  street  to  Dudley 
street,  and  to  connect  the  same  with  the  Metro- 
l^olitan  Railroad  Company's  tracks  in  Dudley 
street  by  suitable  curves  and  switches. 

Also,  to  connect  their  present  tracks  on  Dudley 
street,  near  Mount  Pleasant  avenue,  with  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Comi)any  on 
Dudley  street,  by  suitable  curves  and  switclies. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  wliole  work 
of  laying  down  the  tracks,  the  precise  location  of 
the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  ami  the  kind 
and  (luality  of  material  used  in  paving  said  tracks, 
shall  be  under  tlie  tlirection  and  to  the  satisfac- 
•tion  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  sliaU  be  approvetf  by 
them.  .jt  :.  J  I  1.  ' 


Also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  .ihall  accept  thi.s  order  of 
location  and  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the 
con<liliou!>  herein  contained,  and  tile  said  accept- 
ance and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within 
thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage;  otherwise 
it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

And  whereas  public  u'^cessity  and  convenience 
require  tha,t  tlie  said  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  .shall,  for  the  purpo-e  of  reaching  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  running  (•ar^5  thereon,  enter  ujion 
and  use  with  its  horses  and  cars  the  tracks  of  the 
Metroi^olitan  Railroad  Company  on  Dudley  street, 
between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Mount  Pleasant 
avenue  at  its  westeily  intersection  with  said  Dud- 
ley street,  said  Highland  Street  Railway  Company 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered"  so  to  do, 
subiect  to  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  such 
enti'y  and  u.'<e. 

The  report  and  order  (City  Doc.  No.  41>  were  laid 
over  under  the  rule. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  follow- 
ing petitions  for  licenses:  Leutz  &  Bigelow,  to 
keep  billiard  saloon  at  Green  street,  near  Jamaica 
Plain  station;  Professor  Fabian,  to  give  magical 
and  musical  entertainments  at  Cbarlestown  and 
South  Boston  this  week ;  Joseph  (iahm,  to  keep 
billiard  room  it  10  Bow  street,  Cbarlestown: 
Jennings  &  Noyes  et  al.,  for  transfer  of 
hack  licenses;  Jeremiah  Shea,  to  deal  in  second- 
hand articles  at  119  South  street;  ten  bootblacks' 
and  nine  newsboys'  licenses;  Louis  Congdou,  for 
auctioneer's  license  at  109  \\  ashington  street ;  H. 
White  et  al.,  for  tran.sfer  of  wagon  license^ ;  Bain- 
bridge  Phipps,  for  six  wagon  stands  in  Creek 
square;  John  E.  Blaisdell,"for  wagon  stand  at 
Reed's  Corner;  A.  S.  Wright,  for  hack  license  at 
his  stable  on  Berkeley  street;  Patrick  Leonard,  to 
keep  billiard  and  bowling  saloon  at  291  Dorchester 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  victuallers' 
licenses  as  follows:  James  C.  Bruce  &  Co.,  170 
Sumner  street;  Albert  HaU,  9  Lew-is  street;  H.  C. 
Merriain,  287  Tremont  street;  Louis  Rejiiolds  «S: 
Bro.,  23  Cambridge  street;  John  Holland,  149 
Cambridge  street;  F.  M.  Flanders,  4  Cambridge 
street;  Thomas  B.  Tarbell,  247  Broadwav;  John  K. 
Pike,  136  Eliot  street;  John  C.  Mui-phy,  9 
and  11  Kneeland  street;  David  Magner,  224 
Broadway;  John  Dyer,  old  Cli;i;le.stown  Bridge; 
Charles  Francis,  Loiig  wharf;  .James  Wall,  comer 
E  and  Seventh  streets;  McDevitt  &  Gallegan.  64 
Lewis  street;  E.  A.  Hinckley,  16  Friend  street; 
Louis  Poletti,  53  a.n<l  55  Warren  avenue ;  Edward 
H.  Sawver,  1738  Washington  .street :  Auguste  Roth. 
33  Gree'n  street ;  Theodore  Twiekler,  809  AVashing- 
ton  street:  Warren  Kent,  87G  AVashington  screet ; 
.Joseph  J.  Pindell,  1144  AVashington  street; 
James  Dowling,  388  Hanover  street-^  Michael  J. 
Kane,  8  Merrunac  street;  AVilliam  Grant,  187 
North  street;  Crosby  &  Co.,  136  Sumner  street; 
Charles  Rink,  50  Pyiichon  street;  A.  Hetherston, 
1793  Washington  street;  Isaac  M.  Learned  &  Co., 
245  AVashing'ton  street.  Also  in  favor  of  granting 
the  following  applications  for  iunholders'  licenses : 
George  A.  Ayer.  2  Bowdoin  square ;  F.  S.  Wright. 
City  Point;"  Frederick  Paiailise,  1422  ;ind  1423 
Washington  street;  C.  E.  Morris,  29  Harrison 
avenue;  John  Fay,  1592  Washington  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

:  By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
■Salaries,  who  were  lequested  to  report — Orders 
establisliin  ;  the  salaries  of  Registrars  of  A''oters. 
:ilei)ort  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  salai-y  of  each  of  the  Regis- 
trars of  A''oters  appointed  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  sixty  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  .S2.")00  per  annum,  payable  monthly,  be- 
ginning on  the  date  of  their  appointment. 

Ordei-ed,  That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  Assist- 
(ant-Registrars  of  A'oters  "shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
■four  dollars  for  each  and  every  day  of  actual  ser- 
vice, as  certified  by  the  Registrars  to  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts.     ■      " 

The  orders  having  been  read  once,  Aldennan 
Stebbins  said  he  supposed  the  Registrars  should 
be  appointed  vei-j-  soon,  and  he  would  move  the 
orders  taJie  their"  second  reading  nt  the  present 
session.  ■ 

•    The  motion  wa*  put  and  declared  carried. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  doubt  the  vote.  I  do  not 
believe  in  passing  orderts  unless  we  understand 
them.  1  do  not  believe  there  will  be  any  voting 
■for  some  time,  and  there    is  no  huri-v  aboiit   these 
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appoiutments.  For  one,.!  do  not  understand  these 
orders. 

Alderman  Stebbhis— There  has  been  passed  by 
the  present  Legislature  an  act  est'^bli^liing  a 
Board  of  Registrars  of  the  city  of  Hoston ;  that 
act  has  been  accepted  by  the  city  and  now  we  are 
to  provide  for  the  three  Registrars  under  that  act. 
1  undeistand  it  will  reijuire  nearly  all  of  their 
time.  These  Registrars  are  also  to  appoint  assis- 
tants in  the  work  in  the  tlifferent  ward-^  and  it  is 
suppo-ed  they  will  be  required  for  about  twenty 
days  before  election. 

Alderman  Cutter— That  was  the  very  poir.t  upon 
which  I  wanted  to  inform  myself.  I  wanted  to 
know  if  three  men  would  be  required  to  do  this 
work  which  the  City  Clerk  has  performed. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  act  provides  that  they 
shall  be  appointed,  and  we  must  fix  the  .salaries 
before  they  are  appointed.  The  Registrars  will  be 
needed  beiore  the  November  election. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  adverse  to  establifhing 
comniissions,  and  forever  making  these  bureaus 
who  api)oiiit  so  many  agents,  as  i  nave  seen  com- 
missions do  in  this  City  Hall.  For  instance,  the 
Board  of  Health  have  eniployed  eighteen  or  twenty 
agents  to  do  what  we  supposed,  wnen  we  appoint- 
ed them,  that  they  would  do  themselves  person- 
ally. Now,  here  are  these  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  do  what  the  City  Clerk  has  done  heretofore. 
They  can  go  around  to  the  ditt'erent  wards  as  well 
as  sit  here  ia  City  Hall  and  employ  agents  to  do 
their  work.  . 

Alderman  Peters — It  seems  to  .me  we  should 
have  a  little  more  time  to  think  about  this.  Every- 
thing that  has  come  in  heie  lately  seems  to  be 
rushed  through  and  ng  kind  of  deliberation  is  al- 
lowed. 

Tne  orders  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading — 
6  for,  5  against— by  a  rising  vote. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  orders  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Lost — ofor,  6  against-sand  the  question  was  on 
the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  we  are  rushing 
this  through  too  fast.  There  is  certainly  a  great 
deal  in  what  has  been  said  about  rushing  things 
through  here.  We  hfive  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  consider  this  matter.  It  is  giving  power  to 
these  commissioners  to  spend  mouey  without 
limit.  The  orders  ought  to  lie  over. '  It  is  fair 
that  t'lie  minority  should  have  that  courte-y  if 
they  ask  it.  I  hope  the  majority  wUl  hesitate  be- 
fore forcing  the  "minority  to  do  a  thing  before  it 
is  fairly  considered. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  ask  what  is 
the  expediency  of  rushing  this  thing  through  in 
such  a  hurry.  The  Alderman  says  that  some  time 
in  November  we  shall  need  these"  Registrars.  That 
is  some  time  hence ;  there  can  be  no  need  of  such 
a  hurry,  and  it  is  but  fab'  that  the  minority  should 
be  treated  civilly,  and  have  an  opportunity  to 
know  what  they  are  voting  for. 

Alderman  Ste'bbii.s — I  try  to  treat  every  member 
pf  this  lioard  civilly,  but  1  think  tha-t  if  the  Alder- 
man had  read  this  act  which  has  been  upon  his 
desk  for  the  last  month,  he  would  not  have  asked 
a  question.  These  Registrars  ought  to  be  at  work 
touay  getting  the  voting  lists  in  order  for  the  next 
election.  The  Assistant-Registrars  are  not  to  be 
appointed  until  November.  I  have  no  feeling  in 
this  matter.  This  work  should  be  carefully  done, 
and  it  should  be  begun  at  once. 

Alderman  Peters^And  our  work  should  be  tlone 
carefully  here.  Three  or  four  times  this  unpar- 
donable haste  has  been  attempted.  There  was  a 
special  meeting  to  get  an  order  before  the  Legis- 
lature, and  proper  time  was  not  allowed  to  con- 
sider what  was  best  to  be  done.  ; 
Alderman  Emery— I  voted  with  the  majority, 
supposing  that  every  gentleman  had  had  time  to 
look  into  the  mutter ;  but  I  am  perfectly  willing 
thai  they  should  have  more  time  if  they 'desire  it, 
and  I  shall  vote  to  accommodate  them. 
.  Alderman  Power— I  think  this  Board  is  unani- 
mous for  devising  some  plan  to  take  this  labor  otf 
our  City  Clerk,  ijf  they  understand  the  question. 
But  I  am  hi  almost  total  ignorance  of  thjs  meas- 
ure which  is  to  do  away  with  the  difficulty  as  it 
Jias  existed.  I  desire  to  have  a  week,  that  I  may 
understand  what  has  been  done,  and  therefore  1 
desire  that  the  orders  should  lie  over. 
.  Alderman  Stebbins — After  hearing  members  ex- 
press their  want  of  understanding  on  this  matter, 
I  confess  I  am  a  little  surprisecf,  and  will  with- 
draw all  objections  to  the  orders  lying  oyer. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Alderman  remarked  that 
if  I, had  read  that  act  I  should  understand  this 
matter,    I  have  read  the  act,   but   have  .  not^een 


these   orders   before,  this   evening   and   I  know 
nothing  of  them. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
acted  ujjon  this  afternoon.  The  appointment  of 
these  registrars  should  be  made.  The  printed 
documtent  containing  the  act  has  laid  upon  our 
desks  some  time  and  the  act  has  been  accepted. 
The  matter  of  salaries  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee and  the  report  submitted  was  unaniniou.-ily 
agreed  upon.  The  necessity  for  haste  is  that  the 
registrars  should  go  to  work  by  the  first  of  May, 
and  this  order  must  be  concurred  in  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  before  His  Honor  can  make  noinuia- 
tions  to  this  Board.  I  do  not  see  any  untimely 
haste  manifested.  Most  of  the  discussion  this  af- 
ternoon would  have  been  more  to  the  jjoint  when 
the  act  was  under  consideration. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  be  assigned  for  next 
Monday  at  half-past  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Brooks  raised  the  point  that  the  mo- 
tion was  not  in  order  and  the  Cfhairman  ruled  the 
point  not  well  taken. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, and 
the  motion  was  adopted— yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Veas- Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Peters,  Harris,  Wortliington,  Power— 8. 

Navs — ^Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins— i. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  tiie  Board— Report  (leave 
to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  M.  Mulhern,  and  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  H.  F. 
Hayward,  P.  Richard  Etty,  George  Curtis  and  Pe- 
terFlynn,  for  leave  to  occupy  stables.  Severally 
accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows : 
Isaac  Woodman,  §75,  Lincoln  street.  Ward  19; 
Joseph  B.  Glover,  S5T00, 137  and  139  Milk  street, 
by  raising  of  grade  of  Milk  and  Oliver  streets; 
Samuel  T.  Parker,  1S3000, 141  Milk  street;  George 
S.  Dexter,  13100,143  Milk  .■^tieet;  Tufts  College, 
S2900, 14.5  Mijk  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  location  of  a  turnout  on  Sumner 
street,  near  Havre  ^  treet,  submitting  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  on  the  subject,  to  all  parties 
interested,  on  Mi-nday,  May  11,1874,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

Report,  on  petition  of  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  use  a  dununy  engine  on  Union 
Freight  Railroad  track,  recommentTing  the  pass- 
age of  the  accouippnying  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Union 
Freight  Railroad  Company  to  use  a   dummy  en- 
gine on  its  track  in  the  streets  of  this  city  during  . 
the  day  time,    until    otherwise    ordered  by  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  readiiig  at  the  present  time. 

Aldeiman  Brooks — What  is  the  urgent  necessity 
for  passing  this  order  today  ? 

Alderman  Cutter— The  committee  were  invited 
down  to  see  this  dummy  engine  and  they  rode  in 
it  from  Federal  street  to  the  north  part  of  the 
city  and  back  again.  A  large  number  of  horses 
were  passing  and  repa.ssing,  and  we  saw  that  it  is 
practicable  to  use  it  in  the  fitreets  to  draw  freight 
trains  in  place  of  the  horses.  The  work  can  be 
done  more  exiieditiously  and  the  committee 
thought  proper  to  report  in  favor  of  allowing  its 
use  at  once. 

Alderman  Peters — This  dummy  engine  looks 
like  a  horse  car  without  horses.  It  burns  all  the 
cinders  and  does  not  frighten  horses  in  the  street. 
But  at  the  same  time  I  think  we  had  better  i.ot 
have  the  order  passed  today.  I  wish  to  give  other 
members  time  to  examine  it. 
.  Alderman  Cutter — The  engine  is  to  be  used  dur- 
.  ing  the  plea.sure  of  this  Board  and  we  can,  stop  it 
at  any  time. 

AUlerman  Peters — It  is  graduated  to  a  speed  of 
four  miles  per  hour  and  cannot  run  faster  than 
that. 

Alderman  Hall — I  hope  this  order  will  pass.  The 
State  of  Massachusetts  has  expended  twelve  mill- 
ions of  dollars  to  tunnel  the  Hoosac  IMouniain 
that  the  trade  of  Boston  and  the  State  may  be 
developed,  and  now  we  are  asked  to  allow  this 
trilling  accommodation  to  the  end  that  the 
grain  and  merchancUse  brought  here  by 
our  railroads  may  rapidly  and  with,  safetj' 
be  transported  to  our  wharves  and  ships, 
that  our  city  may  prosper.    I  do. not  think  tliere  is 
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a  man  in  this  Board  who  does  not  know  the  advan- 
tage whicli  will  1)6  derived  from  it,  and  I  can  see 
no  ad^^llltage  to  he  gained  by  delay.  It  is  certain- 
ly to  the  advantage  of  our  u'lerohants  that 
tliis  enjrine  i-hall  be  lued,  and  1  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  l^rook- — I  ask  for  delay  simply  her 
t-ans"  gentlemen  have  referred  to  tiie  custom  of 
rushing  business  through  this  Board;  and  then 
my  friend  here  iumps  up  and  make-^  a  spread- 
eagle  speech.  I  do  not  like  to  vote  for  such  an  or- 
der without  proi)er  notice.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a 
projiei  order,  but  I  ask  for  a  week's  delay  that  I 
may  hare  a  chance  to  consider  it,  and  see  whether 
this  thing  is  of  so  much  value  to  the  city  as  the 
gentlemen  seem  to  think.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man v.ill  give  the  minority  time  to  consider  it 
and  Know  about  it,  just  what  he  requested  in  re- 
gard to  another  order.  I  move  the  order  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter — If  the  gentleman  has  atten- 
tively lif^tened  to  the  reading  of  the  order  and  to 
what  has  been  said  about  it,  he  must  be  intelli- 
gent enough  to  vote  upon  it  now.  If  his  object  is 
merely  to  have  it  lie  over,  I  do  not  think  it  ought 
to  be  delayed. 

Alderman  Hall— It  mast  be  evident  that  the 
gentleman  wishes  to  get  this  order  indefinitely 
postponed,  or  to  delay  it  indefinitely;  but  if  he 
wishes  to  ijostpone  it  to  a  time  certain,  1  shall 
not  object,  if  he  will  agree  to  vote  for  it  after- 
wards. 

Alderman  Power  —  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances I  am  willing  to  give  gentlemen  time  to 
look  into  matters,  but  this  case  is  different.  The 
order  allows  the  engine  to  be  used  as  long  as  this 
Board  thinks  fit,  and  the  gentleman  can  introduce 
an  order  revoking  that  permission  next  Monday, 
if  he  wishes.  I  think  it  is  very  important  that 
this  order  should  pass  today.  The  streets  are 
blocked  Tip  with  horses  and  cars,  and  if  this  dum- 
my engine  is  used  the  streets  can  be  kept  much 
more  clear. 

Aldermau  Prescott — With  the  gentleman  from 
AVard  1, 1  hope  this  matter  may  lie  over,  in  order 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  members  to  look  into 
the  subject,  unless  there  is  some  absolute  necessi- 
ty for  passing  the  oxder  today.  The  same  members 
A\ho  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  order  fixing 
the  salaries  of  registrars  are  now  urging  the  pas- 
sage of  this  one. 

Alderman  ieters — As  a  member  of  the  Covnmit- 
tee  on  Paving,  I  shall  vote  against  the  passage  of 
this  order  today.  We  examined  the  thing,  and  I 
think  it  is  safe  to  be  used  in  the  street.  '  It  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Aldermau,  but  I 
do  not  wirh  the  members  to  vote  entirely  upon  the 
strength  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
It  would  be  better  for  the  members  to  examine 
for  them-elves. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  will  withdraw  iny  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table.  I  have  no  intention  "of  delay- 
ing or  defeating  this  order.  Pei-hap'S  the  gentle- 
man from  Wara  10  judges  me  by  himself,  ihat  is 
not  my  style  of  doing  business.  I  wish  the  order 
to  lie  over  that  I  may  get  information.  It  is  an 
important  subject  — something  that  has  never 
been  done  in  Boston  before,  and  it  comes  in  here 
without  any  knowledge  on  my  part.  I  hope  it  will 
be  allowed  to  lie  over. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  there  is  any  good  reason 
tOc  delay,  I  should  readily  vote  for  it,  but  the  re- 
quest comes  from  a  gentleman  who  voted  against 
allowing  the  order  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of 
registrars  to  lie  over,  which  is  a  subject  not  to  be 
compared  to  this  one.  We  allow  the  regular  en- 
gines to  run  in  the  street  at  night  and  throw  out 
sparks  which  endanger  buildings  and  warehouses, 
while  this  one  thrcws  out  no  smoke  or  sparks.  It 
is  a  necessity,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  not  delay 
this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  na  ys 
and  the  order  vvas  passed  to  a  second  reading-— 
yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Hall,  Power,  Stebbins,  Worthrngton— 8. 

Nays- Aldermen  Brooks,  Harris,  Peters,  Pres- 
cott—4. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  Alderman  Prescott  called  tor  the  yeas  and 
navs. 

Alderman  Harris— I  would  like  to  know  whether 
that  order  is  sufficiently  definite  to  cover  the  en- 
gine which  the  committee  has  seen.  This  is  an 
order  to  permit  the  running  of  a  dummy  engine:- 
they  may  substitute  something  else.  To'my  inincV 
the  order  is  indefinite.  If  the  committee  are  sat- 
isfied  that   nothing   else  will   be  u-ed  than  what 


they  have   seen  I  ■  do  not  know  that  there  49  any 
particular  objection  to  it. 

Alderman  Power— The  order  settles  that  qxies- 
tion.  The  committee  have  looked  at  a  particular 
engine,  and  the  order  gives  this  Board  power  to 
cancel  that  j'ermis^ion  any  diy.  If  there  is  any 
€uch  breach  of  trust  as  the  using  of  an  engine 
other  than  the  one  shown  the  committee,  this 
■Board  would  not  hesitate  to  cancel  the  permit, 
and  if  they  did  not  they  would  not  do  their  duty. 
Alderman  Cutter — If  the  gentleman  desires  the 
enumeration  of  tlie  wheels  and  the  cogs  on  each 
wheel,  he  cannot  find  that  in  the  order.  We  were 
called  to  see  a  dummy  engine  which  they  proposed 
to  run  upon  our  streets,  and  they  showed  us  such 
an  engine.  It  is  not  to  be  .siipposed  that  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  would  take  the  committee  down 
there  to  show  us  an  engine,  and  after  getting  per- 
mission to  use  it  would  put  on  another  one.  1  am 
surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  the  Charles- 
town  District  should  ask  a  question  of  that  kind. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  know  how 
many  engines  are  to  be  run. 

Alderman  Power — I  supposed  the  order  was 
explicit  on  that  point.  The  company  has  at 
pre.sent  the  privilege  of  running  a  regular  loco- 
motive at  certain  hours  of  the  night,  and  I  presume 
they  will  continue  to  do  so  if  they  desire  to, 
although  their  representations  to  the  committee 
were  that  they  wanted  to  run  the  dummy  engine 
only.  This  Board  has  the  matter  in  its  own  hands 
and  can  cancel  the  privilege  at  any  time. 

Alderman  Haitis — If  this  dummy  engine  is  al- 
lowed to  run,  wUl  the  regular  locomotive  be 
stopped? 

Alderman  Peters— The  railroad  company  intend 
to  run  this  dummy  engine  night  and  day.  Four 
of  these  engines  are  used  on  the  streets  of  iNew 
York  and  five  in  New  Orleans  Of  course  th6 
company  would  be  liable  if  they  used  any  other 
engine  than  this,  and  a  meeting  of  this  Board 
could  be  calle<l  in  twentyfour  hours. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentlemen  have  not  an- 
sweretl  the  question  as  to  now  many  engines  they 
propose  to  run,  whether  more  than  "one  or  not. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays  1,  Alder- 
man Brooks  alone  voting' in  the  negative. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Alder- 
man Power  (hoping  it  would  not  prevail)  was  lost. 
By  Alderman    Cutter,  for   the   Committee    on 
Paving — 

Ordered,  That  this  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Bolton  street,  between  B  and  E  streets,  as  shown 
on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor, 
and  date<i  September  13,  X872,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  who  were  requested  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  permission  to  the  trustees  of 
Nathaniel  whitinar's  estates  to  build  a  party  wall 
on  the  line  of  the  estate  owned  by  the  city  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Wa-shington  square  —  Report 
that  the  city's  land  has  been  sold  upon  terms 
which  will  enable  the  owners  of  adjoining  lots  to 
build  party  walls.    Accepted. 

Order  to'pay  Thomas  F.  Rieliardson  $78,760  for 
Broad-street  damages  and  rescinding  an  order  for 
paying  the  same  passed  at  the  last  session. 

Altlerman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  said  at  the 
last  meeting  that  unless  this  order  was  passed 
then  the  gentleman  would  not  take  that  sum. 
Now  I  see  this  order  is  to  rescind  the  one  passed 
then. 

Alderman    Harris— What    I    stated   at   the  last 
meeting   was    correct;  nevertheless,   in  drawing 
the  order  an  old  form  was  substituted  for  the  one 
now   used.    The   sum  is   the   same,  but  the  City 
Solicitor  would  not  allow  it  to  be  paid  in  that  form. 
Alderman  Cutter— I    only  questioned    the    pro- 
priety of  making  a  bargain  in  that  way,  because 
it  forces  this  Board  to  pass  an  order   that  the 
members  do  not  understand. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
By   Alderman    Cutter,   for   tlie  Committee   on 
Bridges — 

Ordered.  That  the  portion  of  Chelsea  Bridge, 
between  Charlestown  and  Chelsea,  which  is  under 
the  care  and  custody  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be 
closed  to  public  travel  on  the  23d  instant,  and  re- 
main closed  Until  the  repaii-s  thereoii  are  comf 
pleted. 

Ordered,  That  the  portion  of  Western-avenue 
Bridge,  between  Brighton  and  Cambridge,  which 
is  under  tlic  cave  and  custody  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, be  closed  to  public  travel  on  and  after  the  22d 
instant,  until  the  repairs  thereon  are  completed. 
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Ordered,  That  Broadwaj'  Bridge  over  Fort  Point 
Channel  be  closed  to  public  travel  on  the  27th 
inst.,  and  remain  closed  until  the  rebuilding  of 
the  draw  is  completed.  .  . 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alflerman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  pioviue  the  necessary  furniture  for 
Police  Stations  Twelve,  Thirteen  and  Fourteen: 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  .t^SOOO,  to  be  chargecl 
to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  ownei's  of  the  temporaiy 
buildings  standing  on  that  portion  of  Wasliingtoh 
square,  on  the  Fort  Hill  territoiy,  which  was  for- 
merly inclosed  and  used  as  a  park,  be  directed  to 
remove  all  such  buildings  before  the  first  day  of 
^June. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

B}'  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Conimon  and  Public  Grounds — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grotinds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  siim 
not  exeeednig  two  thousand  dollars,  for  the  im- 
provement of  Blackstoi'.e  and  Fianklin  squares; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  (J  rounds. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  tlie  public  grounds  and  the  trees  m  the 
streets  of  East  Boston ;  the  expense,  not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Conimon  aud  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committeee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  thousaiul  dollars,  in  hiring  la- 
boiersand  keeping  in  good  order  and  condition 
the  Common,  Public  Garden  and  other  public 
groundsill  the  city  not  otherwise  provided  for; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to. the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Pul)lic  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grouiids  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ?S2500  in  purchasing  trees,  shrub.-, 
grass  aud  other  seed  tor  the  public  grounds ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  CoiU'- 
moii  and  Pnl)lic  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  (Grounds  be  authorized  to  exi)end  a  sum 
not  exceeding  .i?1200  for  manure  to  be  used  on  the 
Conimon  aud  public .  grounds ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  approjiriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  ?um 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  for  tools,  mow- 
ing machines  and  repairs  on  the  same ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  ajid 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sura 
not  exceeding  two  thou-'-and  dollars  in  hiring 
teams  for  work  on  the  public  grounds :  said  suni 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation,  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds, 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  auDhorized'  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars, in  hiring  labor 
and  purchasing  loam  for  the  improvement  of 
Washington  park;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Conimon  and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed.  ' 

Ordeieir,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exce9ding  five  thousand  dollars  in  purchasing 
red  gravel  for  the  paths  on  the  public  grounds : 
said.sumto  be  charged  to  tlie  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Giound.'-. 

.  Alderman  Worthingtou — "We  are  voting  an  en- 
ormous amount  of  money  f  jr  the  Common  and 
public  grounds,  it  seems  to  me.  Is  it  the  usual 
amount  "for  this  thing  and  has  the  same  been  ex- 
pended before?  I  think  we  should  have  some  ex- 
planation of  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  is  the  usual  cour.se,  So  far 
as  I  am  informed.  These  several  items  have 
been  carefully  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee and  it  is  customary  to  take  this  course 
at  the  beginning  of  "the  season  that  the 
work  may  be  carried  on.  The  sums  do  not  varv 
much  from  the  amounts  heretofore  apjuopriated"; 
some  are  larger  and  some  are  smaller  than  the 
amounts  appropriated  last  year,  and  the  difference 
is  very  little. 


Alderraau  Worthingtou- What  is  the  entire 
amount  to  be  appropriated  today? 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  cannot  give  the  exact 
amount. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Peters — I  have  kept  pretty  careful  ac- 
count of  the  sums  stated  and  the  amounts  appear 
to  be  reasonable.  I  think  we  have  a  committee  in 
whom  we  can  place  confidence. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  state  for  the  infonna- 
tion  of  the  new  members  especially  that  this  is 
the  usual  course,  and  the  sums  named  come  out 
of  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  The  f.oiumittee  cannot  expend  a  dollar 
without  the  consent  of  the  City  Government. 

For  instance  the  ten  thousand  dollars  for  labor- 
ers is  for  seven  months,  to  be  paid  as  the  woik  is 
done  and  we  cannot  go  beyond  that  without 
the  consent  of  the  City'  Government.  The 
total  aiipropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  is  ^115,000.  This  approjuiatiou  for  red 
gravel  is  to  supply  the  paths  all  over  the  city  of 
Boston,  in  Charlestown  and  the  Highland  District, 
and  we  cannot  buy  a  load  of  it  without  the  eon- 
sent  of  the  City  Council.  Tiiese  are  not  new 
appropriations,  but  to  give  the  committee 
the  right  to  spend  money  already  appropri- 
ted  for.  these  purpo-es.  Most  of  these  sums  are 
the  same  as  those  of  last  year.  There  is  an  addi- 
tion of  .Tf200  alio  wed  for  taking  care  of  the  parks  in 
East  Boston. 

Alderman  Worthingtou — What  additional  ex- 
pense has  the  new  territory  adtled  ? 

A'derman  Clark— The  appropriation  is  about 
3115,000,  and  a  considerable  sum  is  estimated  for 
the  parks  in  the  outlying  districts.  We  are  spend- 
ing quite  a  large  amount  for  a  new  park  in  the 
Highland  District  which  the  Alderman  represents. 

Alderman  Worthington — That  is  a  judicious  ex- 
penditure of  money. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ahlennan  Clark  in  the  chau\ 

By  Alderman  Bigelow.  for  the  same  committee — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Comnion  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  exjjend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  d<jUars  in  paying  fcr 
the  use  of  water  and  for  watering  tlie  streets 
around  the  public  grounds; said  suuvto  be  charged 
to  the  appropiiation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grpunds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  eight  hundred  dollars  in  construct- 
ing a  rustic  arbor  on  the  Public  Garden;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropiiation  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Onlered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  aiid 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  purchase  loam 
for  vhe  public  grounds  not  otherwise  provided  for 
at  an  expense  not  exceecling  seven  huiudrea  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon aud  Public  Grounils.  . 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  lie  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  Blackfctone,  Franklin,  Worcester  and  Low-, 
ell  squares  and  Union  park,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding sixteen  hundred  and  titty  dollars ;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Gouimoc  and 
Public  (,J  rounds. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Harris — 1  rise  for  information,  because 
when  I  return  to  Charlestown  I  shall  be  asked 
some  questions  and  I  ^^  ant  to  be  posted.  I  notice 
that  money  is  appropriated  for  every  square  in 
Boston,  iia- 1  Boston  and  Roxbury  and  that  nothing 
is  saiil  about  the  sipiares  in  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict. Are  they  appropriated  for  under  a  general 
order,  or  is  tliere  to  be  a  special  order?  AVe  have 
three  squares  in  Charlestown  which  are  worthy  of 
the  committee's  consideration,  and  1  hope  they 
will  be  looked  after. 

I  Alderman  Bigelow— I  believe  there  is  a  clause 
embracing  grounds  not  otherwise  provided  fpr. 
Charlestown  being  a  part  of  the  city,  as  much  as 
any  otlier  portion,  it  would  be  embraced  in  tliat. 

The  Chairman — It  is  in  contemplation  to  look 
after  the  squares  in  Charlestown  just  as  much  as 
any  other,  and  work  has  already  been  laid  out  for 
those  squares. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on 
Printirg — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
authorized  to  expend  the  additional  sum  cf  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  in  completion  of  the  contract 
with  Henry  W.  Dutton  &  Son  for  reporting  and 
publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  order  take  its 
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second  reading  totlay.  The  urioe  for  doing  the 
work  this  ye;ir  is  somewhat  less  than  it  was  last 
year,  but  the  business  has  been  increased  very 
much,  and  there  is  an  additional  expense 
of  four  dollars  per  week  for  an  additional 
number  of  the  slips  containing  an  ab- 
stract of  the  proceedings  of  each  branch.  The 
appropriation  was  $4500;  $4300  have  been  spent 
already  and  there  are  three  montlis  to  run. 
The  committee  think  this  additional  anionnt  will 
be  needed,  but  of  couise  only  so  much  will  be  ex- 
pended as  is  necessary. 

Alderman  Hall— There  seems  to  be  a  contract 
existing  between  the  city  and  H.  W.  Diittou  &  Son, 
for  printing,  and  it  ai)i)«ai"s  that  we  have  exceeded 
the  appi-opriation.  I  wish  to  know  why  it  has 
been  exceeded.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  amended 
so  that  the  contract  can  be  i)riuted  in  the  proteed- 
ings  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  I'eters— As  I  understand  it,  the  Tran- 
script is  i»ai<l  by  the  colunnin  and  our  verbosity 
lea<ls  to  the  additional  expenae. 

Alderman  Power — We  have  not  exceeded  the 
appropriation,  and  we  do  not  mean  to,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  I  shall  order  the  work 
to  be  stopped  when  the  appropriation  is  exhaust- 
ed if  the  additional  amount  is  not  appropriated. 
We  do  not  mean  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriation without  authority  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  yet  to  learn  why  this 
contract  should  not  be  seen  in  print.  The  con- 
tract is  made  between  these  i)art)es  and  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  if  there  is  any  reason  why  citizens 
cannot  see  it  if  they  please  I  have  yet  to  leani  it. 

Alderman  Power— This  is  a  matter  which  comes 
up  every  year  before  thit^  Government,  and  the 
Governineiit  of  last  year  knew  what  kind  of  a  con- 
tract they  were  making.  If  any  one  desires  to  see 
the  contract  he  can  do  so  at  any  time,  though  I  do 
not  know  that  we  have  it  in  print.  However,  that 
matter  is  not  relevant  to  this  order.  If  any  gen- 
tleman desires  that  contract  put  in  p-int  he  can 
vote  for  it.  The  question  in  which  we  are  most 
interested  now  is  whether  this  Board  wants  an  ab- 
stract of  the  proceedings  printed  any  more.  If 
thev  do  they  must  vote  this  additional  sum. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  ask  of  the 
chainman  of  the  committee  whether  it  is  rulable 
to  supply  members  of  the  Government  with  more 
than  one  copy  of  the  proceedings.  1  understand 
that  members  of  the  Common  Council  have  ob- 
tained a  number  of  copies  of  their  speeches  for 
circulation  in  several  localities. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  voted  this 
year  to  print  several  hundred  more  than  usual. 
On  one  or  two  occasions  some  members  of  the 
Government  have  requested  an  additional  number 
for  their  own  use — the  expense  of  which  has  been 
about  $8  altogether,  and  it  has  been  granted  on 
those  occasions  by  consent  of  the  Committee  on 
Pointing. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  but  I  want  to  get  at  this 
contract,  for  the  completion  of  which  we  are  ask 
ed  to  make  an  additional  appropriation.  If  it  Is 
necessary  to  do  so  1  will  move  that  the  order  be 
amended  so  that  the  contract  may  be  printed. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  see  any  reason  why 
the  two  things  should  be  connected  together,  and 
I  do  not  see  that  that  should  be  a  condition  for  the 
passage  of  this  order.  1  am  sure  I  do  not  desii  e 
the  passage  of  this  order.  It  has  been  deemed  for 
the  interest  of  the  xmblic  to  have  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Government  published  in  one  of  the 
papers.  Unless  this  appropriation  is  made,  I  do 
not  see  but  we  shall  have  to  dispense  with  that 
publication  in  future. 

Aldeiman  Hall— Win  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee furnish  the  clerk  with  a  copy  of  the  con- 
tract, that  it  may  be  published  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Boar(l? 

Alderman  Power— That  is  not  in  my  power  to 
do. 


Alderman  Stebbins— I  hoi)e  no  such  order  will 
paes.  'Ihe  Alderman  from  Ward  10  must  know 
that  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  go  to  the  ofhce  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  where  the  contract  may  be 
seen. 

Alderman  HaU — The  Alderu  aa  from  Ward  8  has 
imparteil  information  which  1  knew  long  ago,  but 
that  does  not  cover  the  point.  The  majority  of 
the  members  of  this  Board  do  not  know  what' this 
contract  is.  Now  they  ask  for  another  aijpropri- 
ation  to  complete  this  contract.  Is  tliere  any  rea/- 
son  why  this  contract  should  not  be  seen,  so  that 
the  citizens  of  Boston  may  know  what  it  is  ? 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committ«e  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Boartl — Order  to  pay 
William  Hedge  1!;18,464  for  land  taken  and  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Warren  stieet- 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lauds — Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition ' 
of  Stanley  Gore  &  Co.,  for  abatement  of  a  poilriou 
of  their  rent   of   wharf   on    Albany  street.    Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman,  Emery  for  the  same  committee, 
on  petition  of  Nathan  Kobbins  et  al.,  for  removal 
of  conditions  placed  by  the  city  upon  their  estates 
on  Soutii  Market  streec — Report  that  the  commit- 
tee tind  that  in  accordance  with  an  order  passed 
in  1872,  all  the  conditions  placed  upon  the  es- 
tates on  North  Market  street,  between  Mer- 
chants' row  and  Commercial  street,  by  the  city, 
in  1824,  were  released,  and  as  the  same  conditions 
apply  to  the  estates  on  South  Market  street,  the 
owners  thereof  ask  that  the  same  may  be  I'^mov- 
ed.  The  committee,  believing  that  said  request 
should  be  granted,  recommena  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  or 
instruments  to  be  approved  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  whereby  the  city  shall  declare  that 
it  will,  so  far  as  it "  can  lawfully  do 
so  without  affecting  the  legal  or  '  equi- 
table rights  of  third  parties  hokhng  title  under  it, 
suffer  and  allow  the  present  owners  of  the  estates 
on  the  south  side  of  South  Market  street  to  disre- 
gard all  the  contlitions  imposed  upon  the  estatess 
in  the  original  deeds  thereof  given  by  the  city  in 
1825. 

The  order  was  read  once, 

DECOBATION'  DAY. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  located  ^vithin  the  limits  of  the  "city 
the  sum  of  |200  towards  the  expense  incurred  in 
the  services  of  "Decoration  Day'  by  the  respective 
posts,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses. 

Alderman  Cutter — How  many  posts  axe  there? 

Alderman  Emery — I  cannot  tell  the  precise 
number.  This  is  tlie  usual  order  that  has  been  in- 
trefUv^ed.  There  have  been  some  additions  to  the 
number  by  the  annexation  of  new  territory.  This 
is  the  usual  ajuonnt  given  to  each  post  towards 
defraying  the  expense  of  decorating  the  graves  of 
our  soldiers. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
directed  to  transfer  the  set  of  Ma-ssachusetts  Re- 
ports received  from  the  towii  of  Dorchester  to  the 
office  of  the  City  Solicitor,  there  to  be  kept 
and  used  as  the  official  pioperty  of  the 
Law  Department  of  this  city,  and  that  said 
committee  be  authorized  to  supply  all  volumes 
necessary  to  form  a  complete  set  to  this  date ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals,  etc. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Pfopeedings  of  the  Gommoii  Oounoil,'^;;; 
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The  regular,  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  ;it  eight  o'ciocli  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepaid,  Presidtnit,'  in  tlie  chafr. 

ri'titioiis  of  ■Oliarres  Fisfee,  Janies  S.  King, 
Joliaji|ii^.  Muqjhy,  George  Spgrliavvk,  Eiigeue  B. 
J)ii(|Jc.v,  E.  J.  Moore,  J.  H.George,  SiH'erintend- 
ent  of  ,jDt)v«r-s,ti'eet  bridge,  ,an.3  rroprictors  of 
Wop'dlawp,Cemetery<-  Bpvenilly  referred  in  cpi^ 
cufredce.,   .,  . ,  "    . 

Resoly^aBfl  Offlei;  frpni  the  Street  Coniinission^rr 
ers  Jjsr  wHleninji;  Shawuint  avenue  between  Dud- 
leyCi^nd  Quild  streef.s  (Clly  poC.  No.  37).    Referred 
to  C^juniittec  ou  Streets,  in, coucurrence.  i 

0'r(,lcrti  severally  aiillioriijiiig  an  ex];e)iditure  by  , 
the  Committee  oii  'Comuion  an<l  PuWio  Grounds — 
not  CXet'e<linu  .?!20'0(>,  for  tlie,  imprijvement  of 
BlaCkstoue  ajjd  Fiauliiiu  squares;  uDt  exceeding 
?f]0,pUO,,foj?  l^U^r,  loj!j.ii»  and  the  improveiueiit  of 
Washliigtoniiark;  iM)V.  exceeding  $JjO,wO,  for  la- 
borers, and  kebi)i'ng  in  good  condition  the  Com- 
mon, i'ublic  Uf^rdcni  and  other  public  grounds  not 
otherwi.-e  provideil  for;  not  exceeding  :i>1000,  for 
the  i^oolsi,  moving  uiachine.s,  ami  rej)airii;g  tlie 
same',  f of  the  Common  and  other  public  grounds; 
nof.exeeedijig  $2001),  for  water  and  watering  the 
str,eetearouuuJ;ne  public  grtHiUffc;  not  exceeding 
.1f2q{H), 'for  hiring  teams' .for  wprk  on  the  pulrlic 
gr0U|Ud;S,;  hot  excee^Iiug  *'0i),  for,  the  purchase  of 
loan'i  fot'  the  public  grounds,  .n^)t  otherwise  pro- 
vided fo.r ;  not  ex^eeuing  |iMOO,  for  ,l,he  purcWe 
of  red  g,i'ayei,  f or  paths  on  public, grounds;  not 
expeetluijg  .$120(),  for  .uia^n'ure  tp.bo  used  on  the 
Common  attd  publie  groun((s ;  not  exceeding  ^^2500, 
for  trep^,  slu'ub.s,  grass  and  other  seeds,  for  pub- 
lie'groiuids-;'  not  exqiX'ding  .JJ^OO,  for  constructing 
a  rustic  :ubw  on.  Public  Garden;  and  orders  au- 
Ihyrizing  said  comiuiliec  to  contract  for  the  <;a,re 
of  the  pul)Tic  grounds  and  trees  in  tbc.  streets  of 
K  ist.Bostpn^  a,^>  npt  ,q3^eeo<l)iig  $'jpn,  and-  to  co'n- 
tratit  for  the  care  ,c»f  Blackstoi^e,  ITrauklin, 
Woi'ctester  au(J' ^Lowell  sthiares^aud  lliiion  paxk, 
at  not  exepelUug;  flGSO.  Severally  ordered  to  a 
scepml  reading,,  ..  '  .    "  ,i; 

Ucport  of.ljiv.Bqai-il  of  Eire  Commissioners  tiiat 
it  isinexjMxlieat  'to.  loeato  a  steiam,fire  engine. on 
C hai;l9i>  ^tteiit,,  j^eajc.  Popbu- .  st.  eet.    Placed  upon 

tile.'     ,,'■  •:,',        ,'.')      .;  ■■ 

Order  autJioriKJngaji.a.cWitional  sum  of  .¥1500  for 
th'6  (•o)hi)b'ti,on  of  tlie  contract  for  vojiortiug  and 
j)ubltsbi.ng  tire.  pro.(;cedings  of  ■  tbe  City  Ci»uue»^ 
()rOi,*re(T  fo  a.Fecond  reading.   ,  .  v, 

Revised  list  of  jurors  for  18^4.  A.cce.ptefl,  in  con- 
currence. ,i  ,      ,„  \'j    •  , 

Rejjorr  of  Comjnitjec  oh  (Streets  on  petition  of 
tnustee'iof  Natlif'WJel  Whitings  ej>tate,  for  leave  ; 
t.o.buiWaparty  \v<iH  on  the  iiiie  of  laml  owneil  by 
the  city.pi)  Washingl^^JU  s<juare,  that  the  city's  land 
has  been  b-qld  on  cfiudiUons  that  wiU  allow  such 
w.Vl  to  f)e  biiilt;."  AceepXcd,  in  concurrence. 

Report  P|f  Committee  on  Piiblu;  Liuids  (leave  to 
withdraw')  I  on  petition  of   Stanley  (lore.i-  Co.  for  , 
abatetnejit  of  ^  portion  of  their  rent  of  wharfiop,, 
Al|t),a^»y  si^-'ejit.    Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

^        ^  THE  3AI..ARTr   HILL.- 

tTj'CS^coVilt'frpoi-i'of  t\)c  Committee  on  Kalarips 
eainV  dbWn'with'  iion-concurrencc  of  the  other 
branch  riV  the  flmeudnient  to  the  Salary  bill  allow- 
ing f400  to  the  S\ii.crintondent  of  Streets,  aa  seo- 
re«;iry  of  tlre'Cdimmittee  on  Paying.  ' ' 

'I  he  President— fhe  question  is  whether  tbe 
Council  win  ieredo. from  cr  adhere  to  its  former 
ac'tion  on  the' amendment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward, 5  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
hef^  to  its  former  actimi  anU  appoint  a  committee 
of  c'onfcrejVce,  ,.''''"    ' 

'Hie  njotjon  ■ksis-  'ilut!  'iiild''  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Sha<r  tUmhied  tlie  vote;  and  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 
(•ailed  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  vhich  were  ordered. 

The  motio.n  to  adhere  and  appoint  a  committee 
of  eoiifeTehCe'was  .'ildopted— yeas  M,  nays  27,  as 
follows :  ,,  , 

V6as— Messrs.:;  Abbott,  Bent,  Bleiler,  Brown, 
Burgess,  Cawley,  Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis,  Hat- 
ley,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hunne- 
well,  Jennings,  Long.Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes.  Page, 
Peise,.  Powers^    ShaW,  Sihley,    Sweat,   Thacher, 


Train,  Walbrd'^e,  WaiTen,  Wbiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur,    'i 
WiUcutt,  Woodward— 34.  t 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Bari-y,  Beal,  Bearce,  Bur- 
ditt.  Butler,  Crocker,    Day,  Dean,   Denny,    Har-  (i 
rington,    Mine,    Kent,    KimbaU,;   Leach,  Loring,    ' 
MiiiOt,     PeaboJy,     /'erkins,     Putnain,     Russell, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  West,  Weston,   B.  P.  Wilbur, 
Woods — ^2r.        .        .  . 

Absent  or  no.t  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacey,'  Fuller,  >  • 
Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Pray,  Smith— lii. 

The: President  ap])ointed  Messr.^.  Shaw  of  Ward 
6,  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  and  l-lyim  of  Ward   7  the    i' 
cons.fiii:ttee  of   conference      on    the   part- of   the 
Common  Ooim.il.  , 

;  ■     I  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Owler  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northamp-  ' ! 
ton-street  District  to  exjiend  sums  not  exceedi'ig  "1 
.¥1000,  for  any  one  object  eonuectedw'ith  the  im-  • 
prwvementof  saiddistrict.  Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Oriler  authorizi^ig  one  tliousand  copies.  i;o  be 
printed  «f  a  memorial  of  Cliai-les  Sumner,  con- 
taining the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  the 
meeting  in  Faneuil  HaU,  and  the  eulogy  to  be  de- 
livered in  Music  Hall.    Pas.sed  in  concurrence.  ■< 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   REFERBFIP. 

By  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— Petitions  of  C.  S. 
Rogers,  for  leave  to  ereet  a  wooden  building  on 
Washington  strefet,  near  Richmond  sti-eet,  Ward 
]G;  and  C.  H  &  L.  S;  Richard.son,  for  leave"  to-erect 
wooden  buJling  on  Bc.rder  street,  near  Central 
square,  Wanl  1.  Severally  referred  to  Committee 
onSurfey  ahdinsiieciion  of  Buildings. 

By  MV.'BeaVqe  of  AVard  11— Petitioa  of  Nicholas 
N.  Noyes,  Captain  of  Cnmiiany  A,  Fourth  Battal- 
ion, for  an  npj)ropr;ation  of  .'f.^OO  for  fitting  up  the 
armory  of  said  i;Omj)any,in  Cfoncord  Hall.  Re- 
ferred toCommitjec  on  Armories'. 

■       ■  •         •  ijEl'ollTS  OE'COSDrlTTEES. 

Mr.  Burdittof  W^ard  IG,  for  tire  Committee. on 
Puldic  Buildingf,  bubmitted  the  followjng orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  priu^ary  schoolliou-e 
on  Qiiincy  .-t^eetj  Ward  14,  on  land-  pjirchased  for 
that  purpose,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  tlfty  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  plarus  for  said  building  to  be  ap- 
juoved  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instniction,  rit 
and  the  expense'  of  erecting,  the.  building  to  be, 
charged  tip  th«  appropriatium  provided  for  that 
purppse,  aiid  pasted  upon  iu  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  1874-75. 
-  0^-dered,  'Tii:>t  the  Comruiutee  oh- Public  Btiild-  r 
ing.s  be  auSlKuized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  in  the 
viijiiiity  of  Daatmouth  street,  satif faeton-  to  tlie 
,Bo,ard-cf  Fire  Commissibnerfi,  and  erect  \bereon 
an  engine  hou.~e  for  lingiiie  No.  22,  at  au  estimat- 
ed cost  for  land-fnd  building  of  forty  thousand 
dollars;  the  ex))ense.  to  be  charged  to'tfae  Ja,ppi:o- 
priatipn  f  u-  that  purpose  as  provided  for  and 
passed  upon  in  the  annual  appropriation  for 
1874-76.  ■    .     ■  ,.      ; 

Ordered,  That  tic  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  pf  land  near 
Dover  street  for  Engine  No.  3,  and  erect  thereon 
an  engine  house,  at  an  estimated,  cost  for  land  < 
and  buddings  of  fortv-tive  thousand  dollars;  the 
expense^  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriatipn  for 
that  imfpose  as  provided  for  anit  passed  upon  in 
the  annual  a)ipropriation  foi  1874-75.  ,      ;,   ■  ■■  > 

l-'everally  ordered  to  a  second  reading.    '    -,i  .,.    n/; 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Couipiercial  streets,  and 
erect  thereon  an  engine  liau-esiitiiifactin'y  to  the..i 
Board  of  Fjre  (^'ommissioncrs,  at  aai  estimated 
cost  for  land  and  building  of  forty-five  thousand 
dicdlars;  the  exjieuse  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation provided  for  thai;  purjiose  !\nd  passed 
upon  in  the  annual  app  opriatioii  f o.-  1874r75. 

Mr.  Denny  of  War.i  i)— Do  these  orders  have  the 
recommendation  of. .the  BotuU  «£  Fi)'^  (^omwi^ 
.siouers?  '   ;,  ',-     1'.' 

Mr.  Burditt  of  W^anl  IG — They  have  the  i-ecom- 
mcndvitionof  the  File  Commissioners,who  are  sup- 
ported by  a  very  strong  peiition  pre^ejited  last 
year.  Any  action  taken  upon  Uiem,  if  passe<l,  will 
lie  entirely  in  ngreenieut  with  th(i  Board  of  Fire 
Commis.sionei's.  .-    ".,'    .  ,i  i   .      , 

The  Older  was  o-dered  to  ,a  second  reeling. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  for  the  same  cbmn)ittec»-^ 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  additioi.al  accommo- 
dations for  thp  Roxbury  High  School  by  altering 
and  enlarging  the  presenc  high-school  building 
on  KcuilwortS  street,  Highlands,  at  ;.n  estimated 
CO  it  of  thirty  thousau  1  dollir.-j ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the    appropriation    provided  for  that 
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purpose  and  passed  upon  in  the  appropriation  for 

1874-75. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  build  an  addition  to  the 
I'ublic  Library  building  to  aceommodate  the  de- 
partmeut  of  patents  and  give  increased  room  for 
ottieers;  the  estunated  cost  of  said  improvements 
being  thirty  thousand  dollars  and  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  provided  for  the  purpose  in  ■ 
the  annual,  appropriation  for  1874-75. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  i^^econd  reading. 

iMr.  Deaii  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, reported  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
authorized  to  furnish  such  temi;orary  assistance 
to  the  City  Solicitor  as  they  may  deem  expedient; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals.  Also,  that  said  committee  be  re- 
quested to  report  whether  any  addition  should  be 
made  to  the  permanent  employes  in  the  Lavr  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  asked  what  the  assist-  • 
ance  was  for. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  replied  that  the  matter  had 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
their  attention  had  been  called  to  it  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  The  necessity  of  the  first  part  of  the 
order  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  delay  in 
the  election  of  a  Senator,  the  legislative  business 
has  been  jjostponed  considei-ably,  and  Mr.  Stack- 
pole,  the  Fiist- Assistant  City  Solicitor,  has  his 
whole  time  occupied  there  with  some  twenty-five 
matters,  manv  of  them  of  considerable  impor- 
tance, of  whiclx  he  is  m  charge.  There  has  also  de- 
volved uiion  him  the  preparation  of  sonje  four 
causes  which  are  in  order  to  be  tried  in  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court;  these  causes  have 
been  postponed  for  his  accommodation,  but 
they  cannot  be  postponed  any  longer,  out  of 
regard  for  the  lights  of  the  plaintiffs  in  those 
cases.  He  having  entire  charge  of  those  matters, 
and  being  al'o  engaged  in  the  Legislature,  it  be- 
comes necessary  that  some  temporary  assistance 
should  be  afforded,  and  in  order  that  this  assist- 
ance may  be  of  any  avail,  it  should  he  afforded 
immediately.    • 

Mr.  Thacher  of  "Ward  15  said  the  reason  he  asked 
the  question  was,  there  was  a  matter  of  that  kind 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  he  wished 
to  know  if  there  are  two  parties  to  be  employed, 
or  whether  they  were  to  employ  the  same  party. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Dean  of 
Ward  12  moved  a  Suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the 
order  might  be  put  upon  its  passage.  The  rule 
was  suspended — 55  for,  0  against — and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  question  was 
u]  on  its  pass  age. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  order  would 
pass.  He  knew  very  well  that  the  Law  De^)art- 
ment  was  exceedingly  crowded;  tlie  City  Solicitor 
has  not  had  that  time  to  prepare  bUls  in  the  city's 
interest  which  he  should  have  had,  and  nothing 
was  needed  but  time;  he  has  had  so  many  cases 
in  court  that  he  has  been  precluded  from  attend- 
ing to  the  city's  l)usiness  at  the  State  House  as  it 
should  have  been. 

The  order  vi  as  passed. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  sulimitted  the  followirg: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  $250, 
in  furnishing  the  armoi-y  occupied  by  Company  K 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  143 
Broadway;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Amioiies. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  ex^jend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  $1E0, 
in  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  F,  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the"  corner  of 
Warren  and  Palmer  streets;  said  sum  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Armoiies. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  exj'end  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars  in  fitting  up  the  armory  occupied 
by  Company  C,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  the  corner  of  High  and  Pearl  streets,  Char- 
lestown;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Annories. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
occupied  by  Company  K,  Ninth  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, M.  V.  M.,  in  Third  street,  be  discontinued 
from' and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1874, 
•and  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
lars per  annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of 
armory  for  the  use  of  said  comi)any  at  No.  143 
Broadway,  begirning  n  the  first  day  "of  May.  A. 
D.  1874;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 


Severally  orderorl  to  a  (•econrt  reading. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  f'miMnlttee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buldii;gs,  sulniitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  grantriig  tlie  petitions  .of  Den-  . 
nis  C.  Learjr  and  L.  W.  Simons,  for  leave  to  erect  ', 
wooden  buildings,  and  recommending  the  i>assage 
of  accompanying  orders  authoiizing  the  issuing  of 
pern)its  for  the  same  according  to  applications  on 
file  in  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Insi>ec- 
tion  of  Buildings.    The  orders  were  iJasted. 

■    ADDITIONAL  WATER  SCPJ'LV. 

Mr.  Pease,  ot  Ward  1,  tor  the  Committee  on 
Water,  submitted  the  following  report  (Printed 
City  Doc.  No.  38): 

Majority  Report.    The  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  who  were  requested  by  orders  of  the 
City  Council,  (1)  To  consider  the  posfjbilltj-  and    ,' 
expense  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply  of  water 
for    the    city    by  comiecting    Mystic   Pond   with    ' 
Shawshine,  Concord   and     Merrimac     rivers,  or 
either  of  them,  by  the  use  of  the  old  Middlesex 
Canal  or  otherwise;  (2)  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  making  a  permanent  water  connection  between 
Varm  Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate,  and  construct- 
ing a  conduit   from   Lake   Cochituate   (crossing 
Charles  River  by  a  bridge)  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reser-    ' 
voir ;  (3)  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the  water  of 
Charles  River  at  the  point  where  it  would  Ije  expe- 
dient to  take  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  city ;  (4)  to 
ascertain  by  accurate  surveys  the   watershed  of    ; 
Mystic  Pond;  (5)  to  ascertain  the  number  of  mills,    ' 
and  the  average  amount  of  water  required  daily    ' 
i<y  each,  on  Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers,  respect- 
ively, as  a  means  of  obtaining  an    approximate 
estimate  of   the  water  damages  which  will    be 
,  caused  by  making  use  of  those  rivers  for  a  water 

lj.i  supply, — beg  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying 

k  report  from    the    City  Engineer,  furnishing  "^  the 

V  information  desired  under  the  four  orders  first 

1 1  named,  and   tlie  report  of  Messrs.  Warren   and 

Adams  of  this  committee,  covering  the  irforma-  ' 
tion.  so  far  as  it  could  be  procureit,  requested  in  ' 
the  fifth  order. 

These  reports  are  so  full  and  comprehensive, 
that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  the  committee  to  add 
anything  to  them.  It  may  l)e  well,  however,  to 
recapitulate  briefly  the  results  which  have  been 
obtained.  '. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  ylehl  of  the  Shawrhine 
River,  in  a  season  of  extreme  drought,  provided 
suitable  storage  basins  are  established,  would  be 
about  20,500,000  gallons  dailv.  In  an  ordinary-  year 
a  supply  of  24,000,000  or  25,000,000  might  1)e  ob- 
tained. The  quality  of  th<»  wa^er  compares  favor- 
ably with  the  Sudbury,  Charles  and  Mystic.  ,    .' 

It  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  water  by  pumVJ-' .  , 
ing  for  distribution  in  this  city.  The  cost  of  works 
for  an  immediate  daily  supply  of  8,000,000  gallons, 
)  lanned  so  as  to  be  readily  enlarged  from  time  to 
time,  and  eventually  deliver  the  entire  yield  of  the 
Shawshinc,-is  estimated  at  $2,623,775.  The  cost  of 
delivering  each  million  of  gallons,  on  the  basis  of 
a  delivery  of  15,000,000  gallons  daiy,  would  be  ' 
$38  75 ;  much  higher  than  for  the  C  harles  and  Sud- 
bury rivers  schemes,  although  a  cheajt  class  of 
works  has  been  estimated  upon.  The  plan  in- 
volves the  construction  of  a  standpipe  in  place  of 
a  re'  ervoir,  the  use  of  an  open  canal,  and  the  lay- 
ing of  a  f oi  ty-two  inch  main  over  the  West-Boston 
Biidge.  The  standpipe  system  is  an  imperfect 
one ;  the  use  of  an  open  canal  is  decidedly  objec- 
tionable ;  and  the  bringing  of  the  main  sujiply 
across  a  wide  and  navigable  river  is -attended  ■with 
considerable  risk. 

In  this  estimate,  as  wellasin  the  estimates  which 
follow,  no  allowance  is  made  for  mill  damages  be- 
low the  point  -^.f  taking,  or  for  interest  during 
construction,  or  cost  of  negotiating  loans.  The 
mill  damages  on  the  Shawshine,  at  Ballardvale, 
and  below,  would  be  consideralle. 

The  estimated  cost  of  Morks  built  upon  a  differ- 
ent plan  (such  as  has  been  proposed  for  the  Sud- 
bury River,  see  p.  18  City  Engineer's  Report),  and 
capable  of  delivering  in  the  citv  an  average  sup- 
ply of  twenty  or  twenty- five  million  gallons  daily 
from  the  .Shawshine,  amounts  to  $6,026,570.  On  the 
basis  of  a  supply  of  2O,5OO,rO0  galloi.s  daily,  the 
'  cost  for  each  million  gallons  delivered  w<mld  be 
$53  94.  These  works  might  lie  reduced  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  immediate  future  £0  as  to  make  the 
estim.ated  expense  ¥4,480,000. 

The  estimated  vield  of  the  Concord  River,  with- 
out storace,  is  45)^500,000  gallons  daily.  The  Engi- 
neer is  of  opinion  that  for  the  greater  portion  of 
the  year  the  water  from  this  source  would  prove 
unaccejitablc  for  domestic  use,  unless  previously 
stored  for  son  e    time.      The    estimated   cost   of 
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,  .works  of  a  capacity  to  deliver  50,000,000  gallons 
(teilv,  including  a  hi^h-levfl  reservoir  of  a  cajiadi- 
ty  of  120,000,000  gallou!',  is  $7,703,300.     The  Co.  t  of 

.  ucUverinc  each  niiU  on  of   gallons  is  $30  00.    The 

•  estiniated  eost  of  works  with  a  standpipe  in  place 
of  a  reservoir  i.s  jWJ,8»0,U00.  '1  he  mill  damages  on 
(the  Concord  would  be  very  large. 

Anothcf  scheme  for  procurii.g  a  supply  of  water 
fiom  this  source  is  described  by  the  "Engineer, 
namely,  turning  the  Concord  into  the  lower  ba.sin 
of  the  Shawghine,  by  which  the  warer  from  the 
former  would  be  purified  to  i-oine  extCi.t.  The 
cost  of  delivering  50,000,000  gallons  daily,  upon 
this  ijlan,  is  estimated  at  5?8,341,6o0,  exclusive  of 
heav>' mill  damages  on  both  the  Shawshine  and 
Concord.    Works  cf  a  smaller  capacity  ("with  two 

.  enguies,  one  compartment  to  the  reservoir,  one 
•leliveiy  main  and  thi' cornVnit  bi ought  from  the 
Shawshine  only")  could  be  built  for  .i!;-l,S,50,000. 

The  estim.Tited  cost  of  works  for  a  supply  of  fifty 
million  gallons  daily  from  the  Merrimac  River  is 
*13,'224,"200.  The  scheme  embraces  a  pximping  sta- 
tion, settling  ba.«Jns  and  filters  at  or  near  Lowell, 
and  a  coniluit  leading  to  the  pumjjing  engines  at 
Winchester.    The  cost   of    each   million   gallons 

.  woulil  be  !$52  24.  The  co.<t  of  works  proportioned 
to  immediate  use  is  $7,800,000. 

In  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water  from  tho 
Merrimac,  it  is  stated  that  at  certain  sexsons  of 

■  the  year  "it  is  very  turbid,  and  the  suspended 
matter  tloes  not  readily  subside,  even  when  the 
Water  is  at  rest.  The  amount  of  matter  held  in 
suspension  at  such  times  is  .sufficient  to  render 
the  water  somewhat  objectionable  for  domestic 
•use,  ami  cntiitly  unfit  for  many  manufacluring 
processes."  The  cost  of  suitable'  settling  basins 
would  be  so  large  that  flltrati<m  is  regarded  as 
the  only  practicable  method  of  freeing  the  water 

•  from  ite  mechanical  impurities.  The  mill  dam- 
age* on  this  river  woidd  al^o  be  verV  lar^e. 

On  the  order  in  relation  to  establishing  a  perma- 
nent connection  between    Farm  P->nd  and  Lake 

1  Coohituate,  and  <ionstiuctiiig  a  conduit  from  Lake 

•' Cochituate '(JO  CUestnut-Hdl  R€ser\oir,  the  City 
Engineer  reports  that  it  would  be  inexpedient,  for 

•i.T^ftFOBs 'Which  are  given  on  pp.  S7-44-.    The  e  ti- 

-'inated  expense  of  bringing  water  from  Sudbuiy 

illUver  by  that  iouU>  is  .*«,«2()..388. 

On  the  order  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the  wa- 
ter of  (liafle.s  River,  at  the  point  where  it  would 
be  exjiedient  to  take  it,  the  City  Engineer  sub- 
mits the  results  of  analyses  made  at  different 
times  during l!he  past  forty  years,  by  well-known 

•rhemisfs.i.  The  able  report' Ity  I'rofessor  W.  R. 
Nichols,  made  last  year  to  the  State  Board  if 
Hi-alth,  on  the  present  cot)dition  of  certain  rivers 
in  Massachuretts,  is  printed  in  full  in  the  Appen- 
dix.   It  is  evident  that  Uie  water  of  Charles  River 

:  should  be  held  in  lefjeryoiis  for  some  time  before 
it  isuKcd,  and  iKKS-'lbly  it  would  re«iuire  filtration 
unless  impactant  changes  were  made  iw  the  drain- 

i  age  area. 

•  It  appear:*  from  accurate  surveys  ot  the  Mystic 
^watershed  (made  under  the  aulihorily  of  fourth 
•I  ortUir),  that.it  covers  an  aiea  of  27.75  square  miles, 
.  being  10%  per   cent,  less    thaa  the  .area  given  by 

the  engiJ.eer  of  the  Mystic  Wat«r  WorkK,  and   6.6 
:•  per  cent,  more  thaJa   t^ab  giten  by  Messrs.  Kirk- 

■  wood  &  Francis; 

The  information  in  relation  tortile  damages 
which  would  acciTie  to  The  mill  inoijerly  on 
thailes  and  Sudbuiy.  rivers,  by  the  use  of  the 
waters  of  those  rivers'(appcnded"  to  this  re)  ort),  is 
furnijihcd  by  Messrs.  Warren  and  Adams  of  your 
committee,  who,  by  practical  experience,  weie 
peculiarly  qualified  to  peiforra  that  duty. 

For  tlie' convenience  of  members,  the  following 
oonc.«nged  statement  is  preseutecl,  showing  the 
estimated  cost  of  I  he  various  schemes  before  the 
City  Council,  for  an  additional  supply  of  water, 
M'ith  the  probable  time  required  for  the  comi)le- 
tion  of  the  same,  and  the  co  t  per  million  gallons: 

Sudbuiy  River- Cost,  .15450,000.  (See  page  58 
Ciiy  i;oc.29, 1873.)  Time  required,  three  full  work- 
ing seasons.  Cost,  jier  UkiUion  gallons,  .§2117. 
This  fouice  will  furni^h  a  supjdy,  in  addition  to 
the  Cochituate,  of  40,000,000  gailous  daily  in  the 
(Iryest  season. 

Mystic  Pond— Cost,  *1,408,,')46.  (See  page  18  City 
Doc.  134, 18i3.)  Time  lequired,  two  full  working 
teasons.  Cost,  per  milLon  gaUons,  .$40.  This 
source  will  fui-uish  for  u.<-e  in  the  <-it.y  south  of 
(  harles  River  a  temporary  supply  of  about  seven 
or  eight  mLUiorifgallons  daily. 

Shawshine  R  ver — Scheme  No.  1  (to  furnish 
eight  million  gallons  dailv).  Cost,  .f;2,()23,775.  (See 
page  15  C.ity  Engiueer's  Report,  appended.)  Time 
lequired,  tiwo  f  all  working  scasohs.    Cost,  per  mil- 


lion  gallors,  for   worke   of   capacity   to   deliver 
15,000,000  gallons  daily,  SS38  75. 

Shawshine  River— Scheme  No.  2  (to  furnish  20,- 
£00,000  gallons  daily).  Cost,  $6,026,570.  (See  page 
19  of  Engineer's  Report,  appended.)     Time   re- 

■j  quii  ed,  three  full  working  seasons.     Cost  per  mil- 
lion gallons,  «53  94. 
Conord  River— Scheme  No.  1.    Co.st,  f  7,703,300. 

,  (See  page  29  City  Engineer's  Report,  appended.) 
Time  required,  three  full  working  seasons.  Cost 
per  million  gallons,  .|30.     This  source  will  furnish 

■  50,000,000  gallons  daily. 

Concord  River— Scheme  No.  2.  Cost,  $8,341,630. 
(Seepage  30  City  Engineer's  Report,  appended.) 
Time  I'equired,  three  full  working  seasons.  Cost, 
per  million  gallons,  $32  60.  50,000,000  gallons 
daily. 

Merrimac  River— Scheme  No.  1.  Cost,  $13,065,- 
000,  (See  page  34  City  Engineer's  report,  appeiKi- 
ed.)  Time  required,  four  full  working  sea- 
sons. Cost  per  million  gallonst  $53  64,  by  estimate 
of  February  13,  1872.  This  source  wUl  fumirh 
60,000,000  gallons  daily. 

Merrimac  River— No.2.  Cost,  813,224,200.  (See 
page  36  City  Engineer's  Report,  appended.)  Time 
required,  four  full  working  seasons.  Cost  per 
million  gallons,  $52  24.    ,50,000,000  gallons  dailv. 

Charle-i  River— Cost,  »3,150,000.  Time  required, 
two  full  VI  orking  seasons.  Cost  per  million  gal- 
lons (wo  ks  of  capacity  to  deliver  50,000,000  gallons 
daily),  without  filtering,  $16  38;  with  ftUerinf, 
$30  00.  (See  pages  48,  49  and  .50  City  Engiceer's 
report,  appended.)  The  mill  damages  on  this 
river  would  be  large.  It  would  certainly  be  nece:  - 
sary  to  e-tablish  storage  basins  for  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  water,  and  there  are  no  facilities  for 
such  basins  on  the  line  of  the  river  within  forty  or 
fifty  miles  of  this  city. 

If  the  Suiibury  River  scheme  is  adopted,  there 
will  be  required  during  the  next  four  or  five 
years  (in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  vtortis)  for 
mill  d;:ma,ges,  interest  on  construction  account, 
new  sui)ply  mains  for  newly-annexed  territorv, 
and  immediate  additions  to  the  high-service  work, 
a  >«m  not  exceeding  $3,000,000. 

T  he  expenses  connected  with  the  taking  of  tSie 
Concord  and  Merrimac  would  largely  exceed 
that  amount;  and  for  the  Shawshine  they  would 
be  somewhat  less,  the  mill  damages  being  smaller. 

The  causes  which  le  \  to  the  selection  of  F.arni 
Pond  .TJid  Sudbury  River  as  the  most  available 
sources  from  which  to  obtain  an  additional  supply 
of  J  lure  water  are  set  forth  very  fully  and  clearly 
In  City  Documents  numbered  29  and  134  of  the 
year  1873.  Although  the  Engineer  was  pressed  to 
'  a  decision  in   making  the   sel' cfion  before   com- 

■  plete  suiveys  had  been  made,  subsequent  investi- 
gations have   fully    demonstrated  the  wisdom  of 

■  tiie  choree.  If  the  question  was  ent  rely  open,— if 
no  steps  whatever  had  been  talcen  by  thcGroveni- 
mei  t  m  detorniinine  a  new  Source  of  >  apply,— 
the  committee  woiud,  with  all  the  information 
,}iow  before  them,  unhesitatingly  ailopt  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme  a<  being,  to  use  the 
•wonis  of  the  Mayor  in  his  tnaugural  addres?,  the 
surest,  safest  and  most  economical  way  of  sccur- 
ii  g  a  permanent  supply  for  the  futuie.  In  the 
sinount  and  quality  ot  the  water,  the  present  and 
prospective  freedom  from  pollution  of  the  water- 
shed, the  f'cilities  for  storage  and  contiol,t.he 
elevation  (which  is  just  sufficient  to  furnish  the 
supply  by  gr.^vitation  and  not  so  high  as  to  re- 
quire the  payment  of  unnecessai-y  mill  damages'*, 
the  shortne  s  of  the  conduit  line  to  Chestmut-Hill 
Rete.  voir,  arid  the  comparatively  low  cost  (f  de- 
livery Eis  a  peimant  nt  supply,  this  scheme  pos- 
sesses advantages  over  any  of  the  others  which 
ha»  e  beeii  examined.  ■  .  . 

;  The  1  equisite  1  gi-'latio'i  'hi'^  beer  obtr  ined,  and 
the  work  has  been  actively  entered  upon.    If  a.  y 

.  o  her  scheme  is  adopted,  additioi.al  legisl  tion 
will  be  necessary,  and  a  strong  oj  position  w.ll 
have  to  be  encounteied  from  other  cities  ancl 
towns,  and  f  om  private  corjjora tions ;  and  the 

work  which  has  been  conti-acted  for  on  the  new 
conduit  fiom  Farm  Pond  to  (hestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir must  le  abandoned  and  lost. 

The  adoption  of  tlie  Cocihituate  .scheme  was  vio- 
lently oppo.-cd  and  at  first  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  works  was  altogether 
beyond  the  future  requirements  of  the  city;  and 
yet,  in  a  period  of  les  than  tliirty  year-",  the 
wants  of  the  city  have  outrun  the  extreme  capaci- 
ty of  the  source  then  selected.  It  must  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  view  that  the  prosperity  of  our  manu- 
facturing intere-ts,  as  wdl  as  the  health  and  com- 
foit  of  all  our  citizen^-,  depends  upon  securing  an 
abundant   and   unfailing   supply   of  pure  water. 
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The  prospective  wants  of  the  city  are  well  pre- 
sented in  the  followinj^  extract  iroin  the  first  re- 
,poit  made  last  year: 

"It  seems  proper  to  take  into  cousi deration  in 
this  (juei-tion  the  towns  of  West  lioxlniiy,  Br(M)k- 
line,  Newton.  Brighton  and  Hyde  i'a^k^  all  of 
which,  as  well  as  Boston,  a'.e  situated  u))on  an 
island  formed  by  the  harbor  and  the  Charles  and 
Nepoiiset  rivers  and  their  connecting  stream, 
Mother  Brook. 

•The  territory  covered  by  Boston  anJ  the  above- 
named  towns  is  topopraphically  one  district,  and 
hardly  aUmits  of  subdivision  when  considered 
.with  reference  to  water  supply  and  sewerage. 

The  population  of  the  entire  district  in  1870  was 
287,787,  and  the  rates  of  future  increase  applied  to 
it  will  show  a  growth  of  700,132  in  flftv  veai'S,  and 
a  tQtal  population  in  1920  of  987,919,  or  1,000,000  of 
souls.  ' 

One  million  of  people  will  form  a  large  city ;  but 
when  it  is  considered  that  Bo.ston  is  the  metiopo- 
li,s  of  New,  Bngland,  with  its  extensive  territory 
and  increasing  manufarturiug  population, — that 
it  is  the  radiating  point  for  the  whole  system  of 
New  England  railroads,— that  it  possesses  a  line 
harbor,  with  which  no  other  on  the  New  England 
coast  can  compare  in  facilities  for  commerce,  and 
that  it  is  likely  to  become  the  port  of  at  least  a 
portion.of  the! Northwest,  it  does  not  appear  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  it  may  grow  to  such  a 
size  within  the  estimated  time. 

In  looking,  tlien,  for  a  new  source  of  supply,  the 

wants  of  at  least  one  million  of  people  should  be 

-kept  in.view,  ami  in  fixing  upon  the  capacity  of 

.  the  works,  those  parts  which  cannot  be  enlarged 

or  readily  duplicated  should  be  proportioned  for 

an  eveji  greater  number. 

The  average  daily  consumption  per  inhabitant 

has  varied   during   the   payt  few  years   between 

wide  limits,  having  been  ninety  to   one  hundred 

gallons  ds  a  maximum,  and  somewhat  less  than 

.  sixty  as  a>minimiun. 

Asthe  new  area  to  be  provided  for  will  undoubt^ 

.  edJy  contain  a  less  proportion  of  inaimfacturiug 

and  shipping  interests  than  that  now  supplied, 

and  as  thei'e  will  probably  bfe  meaus  devised  ,at  no 

tlistant  day  to  cnejck  the  great  waste  that  has 

heretofore  taken  place,  an  allowanpe  oSTSixty  gal- 

.  Ions  for  ea'-h  i>erson  should,  and  without,  .much 

doubt  v/ill,  be.  ample.  >  ' -V 

.  Thisallowance.requires-a  total  supply-of  60,090,- 

000  gallons  daily,  of  which  fully  12,000,000  »will   he 

f lunished  from  Lake  Oochitua'te,  and   about  48,- 

000,000  must  be  obtained  from  new  sources."  (City 

.Doc.  29,  1873.)  : 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  desire.to  iwge  upon 
the  City.  Council  the  great  iinportance  of  acting 
ujion  this  matter  without  any  more  delay  than  is 
absolutely  neoessaryto  a.proper  understanding  of 
it.  The;ieports of  the  City  Engineer  and  his  able 
assistants,  and  of  Messrs.  Kii;kwooil  and  Francis, 
fiunish  sufficient  informaiipn .  te^^.ienable  every 
member  of  the  Government  i<j  .act  ii;^elligently 
upon  the  qupstiou.  ;..  .,. 

■  ,  KeftpectfuUy  submitted,'  ' 

'  S.  B.  Steisbins, 
John  T.  Clakk, 
Erfderick  Pease, 
EnENEZ.ER  Adams, 
AViLMAM  H.  Kent, 

EjSANCIS   HUNNEWELL, 

Majority  of  Committee. 

Minaritij  Report.  '  The  undersigned  regrets  that 
he  cannot  afrree  with  the  majority  report.  His 
reas'ons  he  will  briefly  state.  So  far  as  it  concerns 
the  order  of  the  committee  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  •  constructing  a  conduit  ■  from  Lake 
Cochituate  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  etc.,' it  is 
evident  that  the  subject  has  been  evaded  as  much 
■as  possible.  The  undersigned,  finding  that  the 
meaning  of  the  order  had  been  somewhat  miscon- 
strued, recmested  the  City  Engineer  to  make  an 
estimate  or  the  cost  of  a  conduit  of  about  the  size 
of  the  present  one ;  that  it  was  not  the  intent  nor 
spirit  of  the  order  requiring  an  estimate  of  a  con- 
duit from  Farm  Fon(Tio  Lake  Cochituate,  as  none 
is  needed,  any  more  than  it  would  be  in  the  bed  of 
the  Sudhury  River';  thAt  the  conduit  which  wa« 
considered  by  the  engineer  was  of  a  capacity 
double  the  size  needed  for  the  -whole  Sudbui-y 
River.,.  ' '    '     '  •     '         ■  ■  ■ '  ' 

After  making  several  requests  of  the  City  Engi- 
neer to  rejiort  the  cost  of  a  conduit  of.  the  i)roper 
capacity,  he  reluctantly  concluded  to  do  so;  but 
refused  to  allow  it  to  go  into  iirint  with  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

The.  undersigned  is  opposed  to  the  line  of  con- 
duit proposed    by  the   Water  Board,  from  Farm 


J'ond  to  the  reservoir  without  entering  the  lake, 
for  Huir.y  reat-ons.  First,  that  it  involves  an  ex- 
penditure of  about  SIO,.')00,(KK),in<  lading  damages; 
■■will  take  four  or  five  years  to  complete  it  rea*ly 
for  use,  and  would  allow  no  chance  for  the  aera- 
tion and  purilication  of  the  water. 

There  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  using 
tlic  lake  at  nearly  its  maximum  height  of  water. 
There  Is  no  necessity  of  using  the  lake  as  a  storage 
bibtin,  for  we  will  have  1884  acres  of  stor.ige  ba- 
sins at  the  head  of  the  Sudbury.  There  will  ordi- 
narily be  nearly  if  not  quite  as  much  fall  to  the 
mile  on  this  nmte  as  on  the  other. 

An  extra  strong  conduit,  of  an  area  of  twenty- 
eight  scpiaro  feet,  and  capable  of  dh-chargiijg 
35,000,000  gallons  per  day,  costing  but  a  little  over 
$2,000,000,  according  to  the  Engineer's  estimate  , 
and  including  all  the  land  and  mill  damages,  will 
not  exceed  $430,000,  The  above  conduit  can  be 
built  by  the  side  and  parallel  with  the  Cochituate 
conduit, -without  any  diflfirulty,  and  both  can  be 
bridged  over  Charles  River,  in.stead  of  using 
siphons,which  are  included  in  the  above  estimated 
cost. 

The  new  conduit,  together  with  the  old  one  re- 
paired and  improved  at  Charles  River  crossing, 
will  convey  55,000,000  gallons  per  day,  which  woull 
be  an  ahip'lo  supply  for  forty  years."  By  tliat  time 
the  towns  along  the  line  of  the  Sudbuiy  will  most 
likely  need  the  remainder  of  the  water  m  the 
river,  which  they  will  have  a  right  to  .take.  But 
if,  at  that  time,  it  should  prove  otherwise,  the  old 
conduit  could  be  rebuilt,  and  enlarged  to  suit  the 
reciuirements  of  the  times.  The  conduit  recom- 
mended by  the  minority  can  be  built  in  one  sea- 
son.   The  other  will  take  four  or  five  years. 

Boston  cannot,  nor  will  it,  wait  four  or  five  years 
for  the  completion  of  this  immense  undertaking. 
Theief ore  a  conduit  will  have  to  be  built  on  the 
Cochituate  line  "very  soon,  whether  the  other  is 
built  or  not.  .  ■ 

These  facts  must  be  apparent  to  the  Water 
Board.  Why  not  build  this  first,  and  not  wait  for 
the  passage  of  the  order  for  the  more  expensive 
one? 

We  cannot  get  rid  of  building  another  c<jnduit 
for  the  Cochituate,  unless  we  give  up  and  ahan- 
don  the  lake,  and  it  IS  hoped  that  the  peoide  will 
never  submit  to  that. 

The  pref  ent  conduit  has  been  condemned  many 
times,  and,  of  course.  If  it  cannot  stand,  it  nm't 
be  the  intentitm  to  build  another  by  its  side,  ami 
why  not  do  this  first,  and  stop  to.  breathe  l>eforc 
we  plunge  the  city  deeper  into  ilebt  on  this  neied- 
less  expenditure  ?  ,    . 

Respectfully  submitted, '  .         t    . 

,  ,  AL0>(Z0   WARBEN.i 

RrpoVt  of  the'  Sub-Committee.  A  .sub-cominit- 
tee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Warren  and  Adams  of 
the  Committee  on  Water,  submit  a  report  on  the 
number  of  millsand' the  average  a-mount  of  water 
used  daily  by  each  on  the  Charles,  Sudbury  and 
C6ncord  rivers,  the  Neponset  River. ,»nd  Mother 
Brook,  in  which  the  principal  facts  were  set  forth 
in  tables  giving  the  number  of  mills,  the  number 
of  wheels  in  eaifth,  the  size  and  kind  of  wheels, 
the  amount  of  water  used,  the  fall  of  water,  and 
the  power  obtained.  On  the  Sudbui-y  River  were 
twenty  four  mills,  and  the  combined  horse  poww 
of 'thirteen 'of  them  was  1.301.  On  the  Charles  were 
thirty-thiee  mills,  fifteen  of  which  had  a  com- 
bined horse  powerof  1373.  On  Mother  Brook  and 
Neponset  River  were  sixteen  inills,  five  of  which 
had  a  combined  horse  power  of  376.  It  occurred 
to  the  committee  that  the  water  power  at  Saxon- 
ville  would  serve  as  a  guide  in  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  water  running  at  that  v)oint  of  the  Su<l- 
buiy  River.  The  proprietors  of  the  Saxonville 
mills  claim  that  they  have  equal  to  325  horse 
iiower  during  nine  months  in  the  year— that  fact 
having  been  a,scertained  from  tests  made  bv  steam 
power.  At  the  time  the  commUtee  visited  those 
mills  (March  10. 1874),  the  entire  works  were  run 
by  the  water  power  alone.  The  agent  of  the 
"Wainesit  Power  Company  of  Lowell  was  vei-y  cau- 
tious about  giving  intonnation  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  water  u.-eil  by  that  company,  and  n^- 
ferred  the  committee  to  'Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler 
for  any  information  desired  on  that  subject. 

Appended  to  the  above  is   an  extend<»d  report  . 
from  the  City  Engineer,  giving  further  details  on 
all  the  subjects  mentioned,  with  full  appendices 
and  references, 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  in  submitting  the  above 
report,  moved  that  it  be  read  by  its  title,  and  gave 
noti(  e  that  on  Tuesday  evening  next  there  would 
be  an  informal  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  and  the    Board  of  Aldennen  in 
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the  Council  Chamber,  that  tlie  Mayor  liatl  been  in- 

"Srlted  to  preside,  that  the  City  Engineer  and  City 

"Solicitor  would  be  nresent  to  answer  any  ques- 

■"Uoiis  that  ma^y  be  asked'.    Mr.  Pease  also  gave  no- 

'■  tJce  that  on  "Thursday   evening   next   he  should 

move  to  take  f  joni  the  table  the  order  authorizing 

I  tlie  Cophituate  Water  Board,  as  agents  of  the  city 

of  Ho  ton,  to  seize  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  and 

',"^arm  Pond. 

•   '  Mr.  De.Vh  '6f  Ward  12  inquire.l   if   the  informal 
,  meeting  could  not  be  fixed  at  a  later  day ;  the  sub- 
ject is  important;  there   iSs   a  great   amount  of 
',  reading  matter  ju  the  report,  to  which  it  would  be 
,  impojislble  for  those  who  had  to  work  for  a  living 
';  to  give  proper  attention  in  the  brief  time  allowed. 
Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  replied  that  Tuesday  even- 
ing had  been  Sf  lected  because  it   appeared  to  be 
the  mp.'-t  convenient;   they  might  require  mwe 
than  one  informal  meeting  to  gam  the  fullest  in- 
■  formation ;  it  is  very  important  that   the  sub ject 
"fhoMld  be  thoroughly  discussed  and  dispo.sed  of  as 
^ speedily   as  possible,    and  it' was  the  unanimous 
'  voice  of  the  committee  that  the  meeting  should  be 
called  next  Tu'sday  evening. 

Mr.  Dean  thovight  next  Tue.';day  might  be  ample 
time  for  a  committee  who  have  been  giving  at- 
'tentipn  to  the  matter  and  preparing  this  report, 
but  the  remainder  of  the  Council  should  not  he 

fauged  by.  the  committee.  A  week  from  next 
ucsdijy  would  be  nearer  the  correct  time  for  ih- 
''■fc-tigation;  the  matter  is  of  ^uch  moment  that  it 
IjShouUl  be  rightly  done.  To  have  a  matter  involv- 
y  jng  so  hiany,  millions  of  dollars  disposed  of  with  so 
.,ahort  an  investigation  has  never  b^en  attempted 
I, except  in  the  Conmion  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
,  ton,  and  it  should  never  be  done  there. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  what  the  immediate 
r.questioi)  before  the  Council  was. 
J,"    The  President  said  the  question  wa-s  on  the  »c- 
,1  ceptiiucP  of  the  report. 

','   ,Mr.  Shaw,  said  this  was  the  flr^t  intimation  lie 
jlia<l  had  of  an  informal  meeting  n'-xt  Tuesday  evon- 
,,Uig,^arid  he  did  not  know  by  whose  authority  it 
f,  wa.s'  called.      He  did  not  know  that  the  Council 
1,  .would    agree    to    come    there.       It   seemed    to 
.■jiiim    rather  ,a    summary    way     of     proceetiiug 
jifo^icall   them  together  without  authority.    It  is 
,,ipo  iia'portaht  a  matter' tobe  passed  upon  by  an 
.j^jfovnial  .meeting    next  Tuestlay;  he  would  not 
..^ave  the  iiine  he  desired  to  read  the   document: 
he  wp'iild  not  object  to  an  iiiforniaJ  meeting,  and 
t'h9nght   tlie  proper  way   to  consider  the  matter 
was  in  committee  of  the  whole,  without  interfer- 
nicie   from    anybody  else,  but  he  Mould  want  a 
._,l«ngcr  tinie'for  examii)atioii  than  till  next  Tues- 
jT«l?yr  S^i'**-  preferred  a  week  from  that  day. 
, ,    Mr i.^Denny  of  Ward  9  tliought  the  gentlemen 
\^ovt(  Ward.s  5  and  12  weie  laboring  under  a  niis- 
.,  appreqensipti.    Sometime  ago  he  had  suggested, 
Vlien  this  matter  was  nii,  that  they  hold  an  in- 
lorjiial  meeting  with  the  authorities  present  who 
J  are  conversant  wjth  tho.'ie  matters,  so  that  they 
,,    cotild  ask  questions  on  subjects  on  which  every 
'.  One  des'ij^s  to  be  informed  iiefoie  he  votes.    It  is 
quite  necessary  to  get  information  other  than  is 
contained  in  the  rei'ort.    He  could  go  tt)  the  City 
Eng'uieer    or     the     AVater   Board     and   get    in- 
formation, but  he  could  not  come  back  and  an- 
swer (|uestioas.    The  object  of  the  confcience  is 
that  all  may  get  information,  and  they  could  then 
arrive  at  conclusions  iiiucli  better  than  in    any 
,  other  way.    It  matters  not  what  night  it  occurs; 
if  they  coul'd  not  get  ii)form:ition  in  one  night, 
they  must  meet  again.    What  they  wanted  was 
information  which  would  enable  tliem  to  arrive 
at  proper  conclusions  aiid  vote  understandingly 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  that  the  meeting  was 
called  merely  by  invitation  of  the  Committee  on 
Water.  If  any  gentleman  does  not  see  lit  to  come 
he  neeil  not  do  (-o.  The  committee  would  be  will- 
ing to  extend  the  time,  but  this  matter  had  been 
allowed  to  lie  upon  the  table  s  ince  last  November, 
and  it  is  (juite  imv)ortant  that  it  should  be  decided. 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  thought  the  effect  of  the 
meeting  would  be  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  City  (rovernment  would  meet 
.  ,  those  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
details  of  this  particular  scheme  that  is  reported 
upon  by  the  counnittee,  whose  minds  fill  tend  in 
one  direction  and  are  committed  to  one  scheme, 
and  the  ofhers  would  meet  to  ask  questions, 
before  they  knovv  what  questions  to  ask,  of  people 
who  know  exactly  how  to  guide  their  answers, 
and  all  tending  to  the  furthera'ice  of  the  scheme 
they  are  committed  to.  Such  a  meeting  would 
have  the  effect  of  an  ingenious  contrivance  to 
carry  through  a  pet  scheme' as  much  as  if  it  were 
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specially  contrived  for  that  purpo.-^e.    If  they  met 
all  they  would  hear  would  be  reasons  on  one  side 
by  persons  committed  to  that  side.    He  had  read 
,  a  great  many  of  these  reports,  which  would  bear 
,  more  investigation  than  ne  ha<l  been  able  to  give, 
,,  and  now,  when  they  were  for  the    first  time   in  a 
'.posiijon  to  pa  s  upon  them,   they   were   notified 
j.that   a   week   from    next   Thursday    night   they 
would    be   called   upon  to   act    upon    measures 
1  involving   so    many  millions   of   doUarf — matters 
upon  which  the  public  is  somewhat  divided,  and 
^  about  which  there  are  radical  differences  of  opin- 
ion.   There  are  many  ways  of  obtaining  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  water  for  the  city  of  Boston,  each 
.  having  its  merits  and  demerits,  but  all  entitled  vo 
,  caref  id  consideration.    The  scheme  proposed  in ■• 
.,  vol /es  the  largest  expenditure,  and  we  are  asked 
.  to  meet  and  get  information,  all  of  which  w  ould 

ter.d  in  one  diiection. 
.  y    Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
,  from    Ward    9    in  what  particular  he  (Mr,    S.) 
,,  was  laboring  under  a  misapprehension. 
.     Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  replied  that  it  was  because 
■J  the  gentleman  did  not  seem  to  have  a  clear  idea 
of  what  the  conference  might  be;    he  seemed  to 
,  stigmatize  it,  and  it  appeared  as  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  thought  the  same  thing,  and   it 
seemed  as  if  others  had  pet  schemes  which  they 
Wislied  to  put  through  aiil  they  thought  be  dam- 
aged. 
Mr.  ShdW  of  Ward  5  said  he  had  r.ot  stigmatized 
!  the  conference;   he  only  said  it  was  the  first  time 
he  had  heard  of  .-u,ch  a  meetiag.    The  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  had  ,- aid  no  one  need  attend  unless 
'  he  sees  fit.    He  (Mr.  S.)  had  not  missed  a  meeting 
.  of  the  Common  Council  since  he  was  sent  there  in 
.'  Janiiaiy,  1«73,  while  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
'  has  gone  down  South  and    remained  away  for 
J  inouths,  and  then  comes  here  and  says  he  ^Mr.  S.) 
.'had  mi.<apprehended.    He  proposed  to  do  his  duty, 
and     if     he     was     not    satisfied    he    proposed 
to  say  §o;  he  was  not  satisfied, and  did  not  propose 
thac  the  City  Engineer   and  City  Solicitor   shall 
;]^come  there  and  tell  them  tiieir  views.    He  did  not 
;';like  the   plan  of   snapping    things    through  the 
Council  without   proper  confjideration;  the  peoj)le 
J, did  not  send  them  therefor  that  purpose.    Mr. 
'.,Sliaw  read  arx  extract  from  the  muiority  report 

■  concerning  a  statement  reluctantly  ma<le  by  tuc 
•Citj-  Engineer  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  Sudbury 

,  River  scheme,which  he  considered  significant, and 
J  yet  they  are  called  upon  to  come  here  and  be  dic- 
j^tated  to.  They  are  not  competent  to  ask  questions 
.  without  more  time  for  consideration,  and  it  is  not 
..creditiible  to  undertake  it.  He  did  not  gooff  and 
.", leave  his  diitfe^  twp^pf  three  months  ;'i)evertbeless 
J  he—,  ,  '. ,'    ','■'• 

The  President  reininded  the  speaker  that  it  was 

no;,  in  order  to  "criticis:e  the  conduct  of  another 

member, 
Mr.  Shaw  said   he  was    not   criticising    another 

fcntleman,  but  was  speaking  of  •  his  own  duties. 
^    t  is  wrong  to  hiin-y  such  a  matter  through  in  the 

manner  pi oposed;   all  he  asked  was  time  to  con- 

..  sider  the  liiatter  fairly. 

,'  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  had  suggested  that  perhaj  s  the  opposition 
to  the  conference  on  Tuesday  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that;  other  pet  schemes  might  be  dam- 
age.!.     So   far    as    he    was   concerned,    he    had 

^  no  pet  schemes  ;  he''  had  certaui  general 
notions  that  the  largest  iwssible  expemliture  is 

!  attempted  to  be  incurred,  and  that  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  can  be  had  at  a  very   much  less 

.  vost,  and  at  a  saving  of  millions  to  the  city.    But 

.in  common  with  other  iueuibers-«f  the  Council,  he 
would  go  into  an  investigation  of  this  matter  with 

;  a  desire  to  arrive  at  the  very  be.'- 1  result ;  and  he 
had  been  ttw  long  in  the  habit  of  discus.'  ing  mat- 
ter.- propo  ed,  and  of  having  opinions  an  I 
changing  them  after  investigation,  to  have 
the    .lightest   matter   of     pride    of   any   opinion 

,  that    he    rhight  express  there  then— that  is.    as 

., to  the  opinion  that  this  water  can  be  got  much 
cheaper.  ]f  he  should  become  convinced  that  it 
was  best,  he  woidd  cheerfully  go  for  the  largest 
expenditure.  But  how  is  the  conclusion  to  be  ar- 
rived at?  Suppose,  when  the  conference  is  called, 
that  some  go  and  some  do  not;  .suppose  that  a 
few  ask  que--tions  and  the  balance  of  the  Council 

.  get     committed     and    yield     to     the     i)ressiire 

■  of  the  Mayor,  the  City  Solicitor,  the  City 
i, Engineer  and  a  great  quantity  of  other 
.  dignitaries  brought  there  to  give  them 
, learned  wisdom.  The  subject  should  oe  investl- 
•  gated  in  the  usual  way,  by  each  branch  separately, 
,  and  it  ought  to  have  a  concurrent  vote   witiiout 

this  abnormal  method  of  meeting  in  convention, 
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l)iit  wxtli  separate  discussion  and  indcjieudent  ac- 
tion.   It  is  d«^f  I'audinK  tlic  City  Government  of  its 
legitimate    functions,   when    it   is'  attomptted    to 
'  meet   in    convention  and  paes  ni)on  matters  that 
-•are  nOt  to  be  acted  on  in  conTentioh,  and  the 

•  evil  is  just  as   great   as   if  actioh  is  had  in  joint 
convention,  althou'*;h  tlje  concurrent  votes  niay 

i'*ttl>sequentl'y  be  taken  In  tire  different  chamh6^s. 

Xltlshere  in  this  Council,    under  the  sanction  of 

'•'their  oaths,    witli   due  deliberation  as  a  ticpftrste 

;  toody,   uriawe'd,   Uiiinflnenced   and  untfanmicllfed 

by   any   mayors   ov   any   other    bodies   of    m6h, 

•'Wiat     they     should      pass      upon       this     ques- 

.'tion,     on       their'      own     judgment,      and     tTie 

'■iother  branch  shoilld  <leal  with  it  in  the  same  way. 

•'■And  ft  is  not  enough  to  say  that  after  thii.y  get  All 

't'jis  infoi'mation  together^all  this  ccniuriittal,  is 

^  Jt  will  'be— they  can  then  meet  in  their  separate 

J  cbamhers  and  have  the  great  and  glorious  ptivi- 

lege  of  passing  ujjou  these  matters  by  concurrent 

"vote.    For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 

^Council  on  the  subject  he  would  offer  a  refoliitiou 

that  it  is  unwise  to  hold  a  joint  convention  for  the 

-' jJiitpose  of  dealing  with   this  subject,  bnt  that   it 

ehbuld   be   dealt  \Vith   a.s  pi'escribed   by  the  city 

"thirter.  ' 

■".'  'Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  thought  an  unreasonable 
'''amount  of  indignation  had  been  goftf n  up  abont 
■^A  harmless   suggestion,  and  that  gentlemen  had 
entirely  misapprehended  the  matter. '  They  talk 
about  a  .mee:;iivg  in  convention  as  if  they  were  go- 
ing to  pass  votes,  vfrhen  iiothiiig  of  the'kinci  had 
"  been  proposed.    It  is  a  suggestion  of  the  Coni- 
''mittee     on    Water    that    any    gentlemen    w)io 
^  ehoose    slmll   come     there    and    ast    questiohs 
'.bt     officials     wlio'    have     made      the     subject 
';&    Study    and    are    supposed     to    know    mb'-t 
''  about  it.  They  all  wish  for  light  upon  this  subject ; 

■  there  are  some  points  oil  winch  they  need  particu- 
'iar  information,  and  that  there  can  be  hai'm  in 
'  coming  there  and  asking  questions  when  they  are 
'all  together,  instead  of  seeki'ig  the  officers  out  in- 

'<iividually,  seemed'to  hini  to  be  the  height  of  ab- 
'  'surdity.    He  hoped  the  suggestion  would  be'cair- 

ried  out  and  that  such  an  informal  meeting  would 
''he  hel''— not  to  pass  votes  or  soy  what  they  shiill 
-  'do,  but  a  meeting  to  which  gentlelneh  desiring  ih- 

•  'formation  will  come  and  put-  their  questions  aijd 

■  bear  the  answer.s  of  gentlemeh  competent  to  give 
'information.  ' ,' 
''.''  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  the  gentleman 
•' f  fom  Wat-,  S  5  and  12  either  misapprehended  the 
"■<ibjectof  the  informal  meeting  altogctlier,  or  did 
•■ 'not  want  any  meeting  whatever.  It  is  foolish  to 
■''occupy  time  in.  discussing  the  questSon  at  allj  be- 
'  bause  if  the  Mayor  and.  Aldermen  choose  to  a^^k 
«iftembersbf  TlieG0mni6n  Council  to  come   tliefe 

nes^t   Tuesday   evening,  no   vote  of   the  Council 
would  prevent  him  from  cioining.    It  is  not  pfoper 

■  to   Stigrrtatize   this  action  as  an  underha,nded'  en- 
deavor  to  .commit   the  OounciJ   to  any  pa:rticiilkr 

'  fechCHie.  '.  ,  ' 

•'^  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  i&    hoped  the  gentleman 
^€rom  Ward  12  woiild  not  Offer   the  resol'iUion  he 
•proposed.    He 'Would  be- very  soriy  to  think  tlie 
Co.uncil  was  a  body  ^o  b'-  dragooned  by  the  Mayor 
'br  Board  of  Aldetnien  into  giving  its  consent .  to 
'Anything     that     did  '  not'  appeal    to   their  in- 
t^l'ligence.   He  was  sure'  they   were   not   sueih .  a 
j'bpily.    He  coitld   see  no   hann   in   meeting   the 
'Mayor    and    Boa,rd    of    Aldermen    or    anybody 
'  .is-lse,    who'  coulcj     give  ^nfoiinatjon     upon    this 
isiibject.  If  is  a  matter  of  the  gieatc^t  importanc'e, 
'  fe[iiil  h(i  could  not   ebireeive  what   o'ljjection  the 
gentlemen  f  r'om  Wards  6  and  12  can  liave  to  the 
'  nieeting^tliey  are  gentlemen  of  large  experience 
".ininuiiic^pal,  affairs,  and  desire  to  do  justice'to 
- '  the  wants  of  the  city,  and  he  could  not  understatid 
The  motives  of  .their  opposition.    He  trusted  the 
Council  w-ould  act  independently  even  if  the  reso- 
lution were  introduced.  ' 
''■'  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  he  had  no  misapprfi- 
'"hension,  and  he  thought  that  he  had,  in  his   last 
i-emarks,  clearly  indicated  that  there  could  be  'i)o 
V'misaiJprehensiOn.    Of  course  any  action  they  taiie 
i'is  to  be  by  ebji^'urrent  vote,  as^  Virovided  ^y 'the 
'  city  charter;',  and  "the   object  of  that' pi-o vision 
was  thateach   branch   should   deal   with  a  sub- 
ject   separately,   discuss    it-  and    act    uijon  '"it 
independently,  uriintlueneed  by  the  other  body  or 
''any  ont-iders'whatevci'.    That  is  a  peculiar  feat- 
■'iirc  of  the  oiganizatioi,'.  it  comes  from  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  it  has  been  pteserve'd 
in  this  great  republic,  in  Goiigress,  in  the  sevenil 
'  State  legislatures ;   wherever  it   was  dfeemed  ex- 
pedient    to  ■  have    legislative     bodies  '  it     has 

■  'been    found     essieiitial     for     the     true     con,dnct 
of    public    affaii-s,   that   there     .'Should     be    two 

•'separate     branches,     who     should      act     liule- 


pendently  of  eju^h  oM'n.  The  object  wa8,t  >  «e- 
"' cm  e  entire  inrtcpende  ce  and  proper  dellteration 
"  — iiot  haHe  or  expedition,  but  aeliberation.  Legls- 
"'la:ivebo,He«  are  not  mad  ;  for  expe.Iitlou,  but  ae- 
T* liberation,  and  the -w-hole  object  of  making  taein 
'''two  separate  bodies  was  for  the  purjiose  or  secur- 
^  ing  that  ciircful  deliberation— m  other  words,  a 
j'-  niea  ure  that  is  ■  to  pass  iihall  be  ground 
•''Hhroiigh  r<vo  bodies  of  hi  en  organized  some- 
.  w  hat  difleiently,  free  and  irjdej)endent  of  each 
"  othei:  in  their  action.  The  Council  is  composed  of 
"'  rfiiire  entatives  6f  tlie  differeiit  wards,  the  Hoard 
'■'pf  Aldermen  are  elected  by  the  people  at  large, 
''  a,nd  it  is  sui.)po.<ed  that  if  any  measure  can  be  nut 
"I'lhroiifrh  these  rw'o  branches  it  is  all  right.  It  in 
••nndoiibtediy  true  that  after  they  shall  have  had 
"''these  jo  nt  conventions;,  they  are  to  pa,ss  upon 
^"thesi!  matters  by  concurrent  lOte;  but  any  one 
*'  -who  has  been  a  member  of  the  City  <;o\*eriiment 
*and  ob  erve  the  actlim  of  the  Council  has  foun<I 
''  tliat  the  great  dithculty  is  that  thi;.gs  get  shajted, 
*'fOnieh6w  or  other,  .so  inat  norea  oning  or  investi-  ^ 
'^'fedtion  seems  to  have  any  effect  upon  them 
"'at  iill— they  get  shaped  by  the'  departments, 
iget  crystaUize-i  there  and  are  put  through 
"jtlie  Council  without  any  proper  investigation  on 
"'the  part  of  the  ilifFerent  branches,  and  tlie  result 
•'6f  it  is  members  sit  back  in  their  seats  and  give 
■  ■  Up  any  idea  of  investigating  or  attempting  to  inves- 
'  tigatc,  and  let  them  go  through— and  he  appealed 
"'.to  every  member  if  niatters  had  no;  gone  rhrough 
""'which,  if  it  had  been  known  jvhat  they  were, 
"Would  i:ot  have  been  passed  upon.  It  shotild  be 
J''tliscusS'd  in  their  fepara-te  branches,  but 'If  they 
have  all  got  their  minds  made  up  so  that  they  can- 
not be  lec^ptive  to  any  liew  opposite  ideas,  th«Jn 
^  all  the  evil  is  done,  because  the  casting  of  a  vOte 
''Ife  the  most  informal  thing  in  the  worlcT, 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  said  he  cared  very  little 
"'^'ivhether  theie  is  a  convention  or  uot,  but,  as  a 
member  of  the  Water  Committee,  he  mu'St  take 
"!-ome  exception  to  remarks,  which  hail  been  made. 
"'A  great  deal  of  feeling  has  been  worked  up  about 
J.'a  very  simple  matter,  it  will  be  found,  by  this  re- 
'■'poit,  that  the  Water  Committee  are  not  comuiitted 
J'to  any  par.icular  course  of  action  except  as  they 
J- 'were  convnced  by  the  facts  presented  at  tht  'du- 
^'merous  meetings  held  upon  the  subject,  ^^^at 
"he  objected  to  was,  that  the  committee,  by  issuing 
''.this  simple  invitation  for  an  informal  meeting 
i  'of  both  branches,  are  actuated  by  imjproper 
^''motives.  That  he  objected  to  and  denied. 
""'After  this  report  was  made,  the  question  then 
"  'came  up,  how  shall  this  great  and  ilnpoi  tant  sub- 
''iect,— undoubtedly  'he  greatest  that  wll  come  bc- 
"ird'.e  the  Council  "this  year— be  put  before  the 
members  of  the  City  Government  who  have  not 
"b'aid  as  much  attention  to  it  As  the  committee  have. 
",Tt  Was  suggested  that  a  meeting  be  held  fiir 
'"the  purpose  of  information,  not  to  carry 
■''hny  p.articular  point,  but  to  give  an  oi)- 
''portunity  for  investigation;  it  was  piOjWseil 
'^that'the  "City  Solicitor  slioull  be  present,  to  gite 
'<  answers  upon  legal  points,  and  the  City  Engineer, 
*^'to  give  iiiforination  upon  practical  points  o^  en- 
*''gineering.  Ic  seemed  to  the  committee  that  that 
'twas  as  fair  a  thing  as  couM  be  done,  and  he  could 
"'bet  ^ee  why  this  objection  should  be  iuarte  toit. 
"'  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  6  said  that  if  he  understood 
*"  the  gen  leman  from  Ward  21  arifiht  thccoinmit- 
"tee  are  not  inclined  tcS  any  particular  course  of  ac- 
^'tion.  '     ' 

;  ■  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  replied  that  it  was'onjy  So 
'''far  as  they  had  been  innuenced  by  fact4  drawn 
'"'out  during  the  CQUifie  of  their  iiivesiigations.  He 
".did  not  think  the  report  very  seriouily  urgid  one 
''-fesheme  or  another;  an  abstract  Of  <aeh  sclunieis 
presented,  so  that  all  the  items  in  regard  to  exih 
''may  j)ass  under  the  eves  of  gentlemen.  • 

""  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  attenJbn  to  the'eoli- 
■'jtluding  sentence  of  the  committee's  report,  ■w'hich 
■'Was  all  he  ha;l  asked  for — the  amplest  time  for  a 
•'fiUl  discussion,  and  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
'  s'ubject.  Hasty  action  he  opposed.  He  (Ud  not 
•'charge  that  anybody  came  thei?  to  advocate  any 
"•paiticular  scheme,  but  there  wns  •an  effoit  to  in- 
"'duce  hasty  action  and  the  jumping  at  conclusion';, 
'^  which  he  could  not  do;  nor  could  he  jxiinp  up  at  a 
''nioment's  notice  and  propound  <pie-tions  to 
*■  learned  noctors.  His  motive  for  opiiosition  to  the 
"hieetiiig  was  fhat  he  wanted  time  to  get  infbrmii- 
•'•tion,  and  he  did  nc-t  want  to  vote  yes  Or 
•  iio  oil  the  subject  irnt'l  lie  had  got  the  nec- 
'■fessi^ry  informarion.  If  thfy  undertake  this  un- 
<'heard-of  mode  of  action,  call  tbc-ether  the  Boaird 
"'p€  Aldei'ihen  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  every- 
''fiody  else  who  have  axes  to  grind,  to  come  and  ih-  . 
timat<!  what  they  oufiht  to  no,  the  citizens  would  j 
be  authorized  to' call  a  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  to        1 
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express  their  opinions  and  say  to  their  rep- 
resentatives through  the  press  what  is  their 
opinion  of  such  actjon.  Are  they  to  be  invited 
into  that  cliainber,  which  should  be  sacred  to  tlie 
(Common  f'onncil,  tf>  hear  criticisms  from  anybody 
else?  It  is  unheard  of ;  it  is  not  right  or  manly. 
Nevertheless,  if  it  is  to  be  done,  he  proposed  to  be 
there,  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  hut  he  did  not 
wish  such  important  things  to  be  nished  through 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  was  not  speaking  on 
the  <iu*'siion  before  the  C(mucil,  which  is  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report,  and  was  wasting  their  time. 

The  President  decided  that  *-he  point  was  well 
taken.  'I  he  Chair  had  oidy  allowed  the  debate 
tlius  far  because  i;0  objection  was  made.  The  dis- 
cussion in  reference  to  the  invitation  is  out  of 
order  aJid  has  been  so  from  the  beginning;  the 
(juestion  is  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Mr.  ^ihaw  of  Ward  5  f  aid  1  he  Chair  would  do  him 
the  fairhesa  to  allow  that  he  himself  raised  the 
question  of  order  when  he  commenced,  and  the 
Chair  flecided  that  others  having  discussed  the 
matter  he  could  go  on  and  illustrate  his  point. 
He  could  illustrate  from  then  until  July  if  he 
(■ho^e,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  could 
leave  his  seat  if  he  desired.  He  was  not  to  be  put 
down  in  any  ))ropositioii  he  made ;  he  understood 
both  the  rules  of  order  and  the  matter  of  the 
report,  and  it  was  a  discussion  whether  the  repoi  t 
should  be  tieated  in  the  manner  attempted,wbich 
is  neither  right  nor  judiviious,  his  learned  friend 
from  Harvaid  College  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. They  represent  a  constituency  of  tax- 
payers, and  it  was  their  duty  to  deliberate  upon 
the  matter  ^o  that  citizens  could  be  satisfled  that 
their  representatives  were  doing  their  duty. 

Mr.Dean  moved  that  the  report  lie  upon  the  tables 

The  motion  was  lost  and  the  report  was  accepted. 

I/EA.VE  TO  WITHDRAW. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13,  for  the  Committee 
on  Ftiblic  Lands,  submitted  a  report,  upon  peti- 
tion of  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  for  removal  of  to  di- 
ti(vi3  and  restrictions  upon  a  lot  of  land  on  War- 
wick street,  opposite  3Iadison  square.  The  com- 
mittee lind  that  in  18()0  the  Tremont  improvement 
Company  deeded  to  ths  city  of  Roxbury  a  targe 
tract  of  land,  wliich  was  to  be  forever  held  and 
u-ed  for  the  purpo-es  of  a  (common  or  park,  and 
also  foi  street-',  the  name  afterwards  bong  called 
Madison  scjuare,  and  upon  certain  conditions  a'.>d 
restrictions  Jis  relates  to  the  buildings  to  be  erected, 
upon  land  facing  said  square,  after  AVar- 
wick  stieet  was  laid  out  a  triangular  lot 
of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  front 
was  left  on  the  westerly  side  of  said  street,  which 
was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Haley  &  Mor;  e,  and  it 
is  from  this  stiip  of  land  that  they  ask  to  have  the 
conditions  removed.  The  committee,  however, 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not.  f ">r  the  interest  of 
the  city  to  change  the  same,  and  would  therefore 
recommend,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

THE      I'3X1-EDIKNCY     OF     IXFOBMAI.    OONVENTIONS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  informally  or 
formally,  to  meet  in  convention,  with  the  Alder- 
men and  oth6r  city  olKcials,  upon  any  subject 
pending  before  the  City  Council,  and  that  all  mat- 
ters to  be  discussed  and  passed  upon  should  be 
only  dis.cussed  and  pajsed  upon  by  each  branch  of 
the  City  Government  in  its  separate  and  inde- 
pendent capacity,  except  such  matters  as  are 
otherwise  provided  for  by  the  city  charter. 

The  question  was  upon"  giving  the  resolve  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12  said  he  desired  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  general  rules  that  apply  to  the  form 
of  the  City  Government,  and  read  a^  follows : 

"Sect.  34.  The  jjersons  so  chosen  and  qiialified 
as  member.s  of  the  Common  Council  of  said  city 
shall  sit  and  act  together  as  a  separate  body,  dis- 
tinct fron)  the  I'oard  of  Aldermen,  except  in  those 
eases  in  which  the  two  bodies  arc  to  meet  in  con- 
vention. 

Sect.  35.  All  other  powers  heretofore  by  law 
ve  ted  in  the  town  of  to  ton,  or  in  the  inhabitanst 
■5.ereof,  as  a  munici))al  corporation,  or  in  the  City 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  be  and  hereby 
arc  continued  to  be  vested  in  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Common  Council,  to  be  exercised  by  coi  - 
current  vote,  each  board  as  hereby  constituted 
having  a  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
other,  and  the  Mayor  having  a  veto  power  as  here- 
iiLifter  provided." 

Although  no  vote   will  be  asked  for  in  the  pro- 


posed joint  convention,  tte  only  information  ob- 
tained or  attempted  to  be  arrived  at  will  be  aimed 
at  conviction, whioh  strikes  at  the  very  foundation 
of  the  Government.  Discussion  by  the  name  of 
informal  ion  is  to  be  had,  conviction  will  be  arriv- 
ed at,  and  tie  parties  will  separate  and  vote  in 
their  separate  chambers.  That  is  wrong.  AVhen 
the  subject  first  came  up,  he  confess^jd 
that  the  brevitv  of  time  was  the  pioml-' 
nent  matter  with  him;  but  as  he  had 
looked  over  it,  he  was  struck  with  the  ir- 
regularity of  it;  he  found  that  It  struck  at  the 
very  foundation  of  the  Government,  because  if 
they  did  it  in  one  instance  they  can  do  it  in  an- 
other. The  charter  had  prescribed  a  way  and 
maimer  of  dispo.-ing  of  such  matters,  and  this 
plan  seemed  so  irregular  that  he  ha<l  determined 
to  present  this  resolutionj  to  vote  for  it  and  stand 
by  it,  if  he  did  go  alone. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  hoped  the  resolution 
would  not  pass.  He  w^as  surprised  at  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  seemed  to 
think  that  the  Committee  on  Water  desire  to  cre- 
ate a  sentiment  in  favor  of  any  particular  scheme. 
So  far  as  he  knew  the  only  ol>ject  the  commit- 
tees had  was  to  ask  the  City  Government  to  come 
together  and  get  information.  As  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  CouneU  there 
were  many  questions  of  law  and  engineering  which 
he  could  not  answer,  and  his  object  was  to 
give  every  member  all  possible  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  He  presumed  it  would 
be  put  off  till  a  week  from  next  Tuesday,  and  if 
that  is  not  long  enough  put  it  off  a  month ;  but  do 
not  ch  ,ige  the  committee  with  ti-ying  to  force  a 
pet  scheme  through  the  Council  before  proper 
time  for  consideration  is  allowed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  called  attention  to  the 
two  subjects  mentioned  in  the  resolve.  No  doubt 
all  would  a^ree  to  the  second  part,  but  there 
might  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  first  part 
of  the  resolve.  He  moved  that  the  question  be 
divided. 

The  President  said  the  resolution  was  su.scepti- 
ble  of  division,  and  the  Chair  would  put  the  two 
parts  separately.  >  ■     •   ■ 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  a  resolution  of 
this  character  wholly  unnecessary.  There  had 
never  been  a  disimte  about  anything  of  this 
kind,  and  it  is  proposed  to  put  upon  record 
that  that  body  thinks  it  inexpedient  to 
meet  the  other  branch  for  information  only. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  veiy  strong  if  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil have  not  got  heads  clear  enough  to  decitle  for 
themselves  viithout  having  a  gathering  of  oiBcials 
to  decide  for  them.  The  meeting  had" to  be  court- 
eously pi  oposed  by  the  Committee  on  W.iter,  but 
one  W'ould  suppose  from  the  remarks  made  that 
after  the  meeting  dissolved  we  were  going  to 
take  a  vote  and  liispose  of  the  case.  The  Coun- 
cil is  not  so  stupid  as  that.  This  is  the  lusual 
course  of  obtaining  information  upon  ques- 
tions m  this  Council.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  stated  it  correctly;  matters  are 
discussed  and  passed  upon  without  proper 
infoi-mation,  first,  because  members  do  not 
take  the  trouble  to  inform  themselves,  and  sec- 
ond, some  meihbers  are  so  stupid  that  others  can- 
not understand  what  they  are  talking  about,  and 
they  would  get  all  mixed  up  in  trying  to  follow 
their  line  of  argument.  This  is  a  judiv  ions  course 
to  pursue,  and  he  was  glad  the  Committee  on 
AVater  had  thought  of  it.  They  ask  gentlemen  to 
take  the  report  and  the  sources  of  information 
which  are  most  accessible  and  prepare  questions 
beforehand.  There  were  some  questions  in  his 
mind  as  to  the  be-t  course  to  pursue  and  he 
wa-s  not  ashamed  to  show  his  ignorance  by 
asking  questions.  The  opposition  to  this  iafonnal 
meeting  seems  to  indicate  th?  fear  that  some 
other  pet  schemes  might  be  interfered  with.  The 
gentleman  from  AVard  5  talks  about  axes  to  grind ; 
who  of  the  Council  is  most  likely  to  have  axes  to 
grinii?  No  one,  it  seemed  to  him,  would  think  of 
suggesting  that  of  the  gentleman  himself.  They 
want  to  get  the  right  kiiid  of  information  and  then 
act  upon  it.  He  did  not  believe  the  C!ouncil 
would  be  so  unwise  as  to  put  this  resolution  upon 
record  .as  being  o})po  ed  to  an  informal  meeting 
for  Information,  and  it  is  also  unnecessary  to  say 
that  til*  two  branches  should  act  upon  it  separate- 
ly. He  had  i;o  idea  they  would  come  to  a  vote 
next  Thursday  night,  biit.  after  they  have  all  got 
information,  some  will  vote  according  to  their 
convictions,  and  some  according  to  their  interests. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12  desired  the  resolution  to 
stand  solely  iind   independently  upon  its  merits. 
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Th£JK<»ntleinan  who  had  preceded  Irim  had  inadea 
very  l>ftcnlinrHpeii(-h  io  which  he  hadalhided  to 
evory  Luterest  rlnit  lv>  could  thinii;  of  without  touch- 
in}5llie,<(i.in'stion,  wliicli  is  a  matter  ot  jaini-iijle. 
He.hoi)»<l  tli9{ieiitleiueu  troiii  Wards  9  and  5  wouUl 
no^.lose  Wfcht  of  the  principle  involved.  <  Vi  her  the 
.sul/ii«(<!tJir^t  came  up  thG  most  important  subject 
waft.ttoetJKevity  of  the  time;  but,  as  hethoiif^ht 
upoiatt,  jt  ve{iDlvcd,,it=elf  iiitc'  a  matter;  of  pviu- 
cii)|e> .  Tuiiview  ol,  the  provision  of  .the,  city 
chaste«-'that;tfeiey  should  not  meet  in-  conven- 
tion except  for  those  things  thict  aa-e -there- 
in jiiroyiitoil;  for,  be- fOBCliKletl  that  if  the  two 
wei'e  .to,  nie&t  in  eouvention  and  after  , talking 
over.i  tl)€  matter  .were  to  separate  .  and  vote 
upon  th*  suh.vct.  s«"i<  acoiir(-e  woultl  be  In  iHrect 
vic^ation  of  the  spirit  and  intention  (rf  the  oity 
charter.  If  ev«ry. matter, shall  be  talked  of  in  con- 
vention, and  the  information. there  obtained,  anci 
then  they  paiss  into  tlteir  sepai'ate  citambers  and' 
vote,  that  would  bo  def raudius  the  city  chartei!  Of 
its  .provisions  and  an  eatere' dereltetri.on  of  them. 
It  ir-  notao  clear  and  .distinct  to  the  mindv  liutiss 
noVthe  evil-,  oatbeM^luole,  as  plain  in  principle  toi 
meet  in  convention:  on  Tuesday. and  then 
one  brajach  mrsetiuft-  -and;  acting  on  the < next 
nigiht  but  ■  one?  ,  AltJxough  thaf  action  might 
be  legal  and  might  be  done  by  concur- 
rent vote,  ,it  certainly  is .  in.  dereliction  of 
those  wise  provisions  of  the  city  charterv  and  the 
Council  should  stand  up  against  it.  •.  And 
then,  as  to  schemes,  one.  might  as  weU 
sayi,  that  ,  gentlonien  .had  some  .  pet  scheme;i 
beofluse  i  they  oppose,  this,  resolution.  All 
that  I  he.  isaid  is,  why  not  proceed  with  this 
in  .the  ;U*>ivsil  .way  -without  taking  it-  out  of  the 
course  prescribed  by  the  cify  charter.  He  ha<l 
beeii;  in  iShe,  Gity  Kovermuent  thire,o  separate 
years. ,  be^iore  .  this  and  had  ,  never  heard  of 
sueh  a  propositioa.  It  would  not  bear  dif>ctLssion. 
He-hoped  tjiat  in  the  discussion  of  schemes  the 
principle  will  not  be  forgotteav:    r;    ..i.h^-.-j.  ri'.^ 

Mr.   CrockeV   of   Wai-d   G   said  it  was  claimed/ 
that    this    was  '  a.,  mftttcr    of     principle, ' iand 
if  vWJiSii  conference     were     held,     the      foun- 
dation    of      the     City     Government      will    .  be 
brojceu-up.    Oiie.of  the  principles  of  that  ref^olve 
is  that  it  "is  improper  for  members  of  the  .Council  to 
discuss  matters  except  as  a  separete  body.    Th^- 
did  not  propose  to  discuss  the matfer  as  a  CouncU 
at  that  meeting,  but  as  individuals.  Does  the  gentle-.! 
ma<n  from. Ward  12  mean!  to  say  thatitisiniiiroper. 
for.'membens.of  the  Cotmcil  to  discuss  matters  ex*; 
cept  at.iY>gularly  called  meetings  of-  the  Council? 
Caijnot  they  talK  JVi.h.Aldermen,  or  the  GityBuf-. 
ginfler?;;     :  ,  ,.  ::■-,: :   .    ■.  j  .; ..   '  ,       ■      ■        :     .;;  ■. 

Mi-.  Ueanof:  Ward  13fiaiii  the  proposition  was  to 
meet  fu  oowveBtiou  with  bhs  Board  ot    Al-iermeu^ 
that  the  City  Solicitor  aad  GJiy.Engineer  were  t-j- 
be'present   to   answer   qitestious,   and   that ,  the 
Mayor  had  been  invited  to  preside.  ■■>/.■.' 

Mri  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said.the  propoeitioaj  as; 
heunderstoo'iit,  says  nothing  about  meiiting  in 
couventiou,  whiuh* means  to.  pass,  votes  and  trans-  ■ 
act  busiuess.    But  id  is  for  >an  informal  nieetiaig 
with     .such:    nieaibers-.   as  ;  choo-^e      to   ;  ceuie 
am)    ask    iiuestio3a.'*,    instead    of     asking    them 
separately.'  It  is  .as i  proper  io   eoum    there    as- 
individuals  and  ask  questions  together  as  at  i»>  to 
go  to  members  of  the  Board  of  AUlennaii  or  heads 
of  ■  departments    separately.     If  they  caimot  do 
this,    it     is  .  simply    sayilig    .they    must     iiot 
talk    about  ;  this     subject,   outside,    but     must 
get     all;-  their     information     from    ffentlemen 
who  make  long  orations..  Is  it  because  they:  are 
to   meet  with  the  Board  of  Aldermeu?  .They  are 
going  to  the  Sumner  eulogy  with  them,  but  will. 
that  break  up  the  foundations  of  the  (ioverjiment? 
It  -has  bean  the  custom  of  the  Government  to  go. 
to  Lake  Cochituate  to   get-  iriformation,  i.ud  they; 
invite  members  of  the  Water  Board  and  the  City 
Kngmeer  to  go  along  asd  give  information;  is  that, 
imia'oper?    Must  the  twoU)oards  go  out.  as  indl~ 
vitluals,  one  by  one,  each  taking  a  difl'ereut  day  in 
tho.year?    The  whole  thing,  it  seemed  to  hhn,  was. 
absurd,  root  and  branch.  ..  iii    »    •.'; 

•Mr.  tease  of  Ward  1  had  not  .intended  to  Sayi; 
there  was  to  be-  any  convention  of  .  the  twa 
branches;  he  -  had  stated  in  plain  Kuglish . 
that  there  was  to  be  au  iuformal  iiie*;tinK 
and  the  Ma.yor  had  been  asked  ha  preside,  but 
he  would  slate  now  that  the  Mayor  would  not  pre-r 
side.  It  was  to  be  ,iust  like  the  meeting  they  had 
on  i'arkor  Hill  to  inquire  about  the  expediency  of 
selectiaig. that  as  a  site  for  a  reservoir.       ■" 

Mr.  Feaboily  of  Warxl  9  ■  hatl  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  felt  very  much  as  he  diu  ifl 
rc.gard  to    the  main    principle  iu    this  matter,    A 
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great  deal, hjstoceft.said  about  the  SuUbury  Uivr 
scheme,  and  they,  some«»'hat  dreuul  tht;  enor- 
mous coiDt  of  it)  and  both  .of  them  .wajited.  lo 
get  uUonuatio;i  iHjfore.  lieiDff  cHlled  ui)k>i>.  to 
vote  for  this  <yy  any  other  evheiye.  .Now,.  <»up- 
po^cfthe  geutleman.  froju.  \V^ai'<l  12  and  hiniself 
shouhl  loeet  the  Comjuitcee  on  Waterior  the  Mayor 
and  Aldeiinen  to  have.a  quiet-  talk  and:  ask  ;»i»y 
(]\ie.sUoijg|  they  cJjo>te: to,  would  i»  Iw  t;xpedi«nt  for 
the  Council  to  pass  a  resolve  that  they  uuu-t 
not  dp  it?  Supiose  that  lihiiy  jnvite<i  Uiem  or 
any  o'her  gentleiufm  of  the  Cownoil  t<)  jnee>.  them,:  ;> 
it  seejned  to  him  that  that  woid.l.be  a  judiciou.s../ 
thi^kg  tp  -do,  aud  get  aU  the  inf ormatiou  they  could.  , 
Ilqlkad  QOf tread  of  it,  and  iHslieveu  Jjbo.. proposed 
meeting  v/iy  do  good,  and  thatit  was  not  exi)edi- 
ent  to  pa^is  the  resolutiptt-     •!,■.•.>     •:,.■; 

flfr.  Sha^' of  \Vafd5  said  vhiis  iriendjfrojsa  Ward 

9  ha<l  triec*  to  hit  him.  ..If  jiQiha^an  axe  to  grind    .> 

he    should    not;  get  ■  Uja     friend     from     Ward  ,> 

9    .t<):T  turn  .  tJie    stoiTO.  ,   He   never  had  an    axp  ' 

to  grind  in  the  City  Government   and  never  jin)- fit 

posed  to-     The  gentlerain  (lings  at,hiii>.iu  the  ,■ 

same  old  tuue.tiiat  he  did  before  he  wont  «l<>wa    i 

Kojith,  and  he  may  sing  that  tAuuo,as  much ,  aw  Jio  ;r 

thinki^  fit.    He  remindS/ine <>f  TVhat ,I,iitaTTi  ugou  ,a  . ; 

tombstone  once:.-  i    -,   ,  ;  ;,ji  ,,.  <.  t  ;,.,,-.     .  .  ,i 

"Here  lies  interre<l  one  BeboraU  Bitd,  i 

Who  sunst  nn  earth  till  sixty-two,  , 

■  .Anil  now  Hbf)ve  tlift  sky  she '8  Jie^rd  ,f 

■    Singingaway  like  sixty— too,"    ,      .,    •..-,     't,,,   <i 

The  gentleman  from  AVard  12  hopes  'WC  wfll'iiofcif*! 
f onget  tBe  priaieiple ;  the  geuilerann  f /om-  Waird  a  •  ( 
had  forgotten  the- principle  wheii  he'referied  to  1 
the  spetiloerafl  having  an  axe  to  grind.  He  did  :< 
not  come  there  to  grind.axe  ,hor  did  he  go  down  ( 
S-^outhtto  get  them  ground  there.  '  t 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10  asked  If  tSic  romarka  wei-e  '  t 
gernSain  to  the  subject.-      ;    .'  ; 

TheiPresideut  said  they  M-ere'HOt.-     '  n  j;'>.;i  ■..■.•.' 

Mr.    Shaw    said    he    was  ■  speuJclDg  upon   the 
l)rinciple     which    the    gentleman     from     Ward 
12  '  enunciated  .  so    prominently^ '  aud    ought   to 
guide  •  ithe    Council.      He    had'  •  never    ircferred    ■ 
in  -  peVsonalities    to    anyboiv    except    by  reply,'   J 
and  then  woul. I  do  so  u-ndor  ihe   rules    of.  order.    ' 
There  could  be  no  harm  in-adoptingthe  resoUi-    ( 
tioHi    If  there  is  ha-.m,  why  doeb  i\&i  .3omcbo<ly    ) 
rise  and  state  it.      They  Bhoulil^  stand   by   taluvt    i 
is  ;  right,  and     not     come     in-   thoio   a*!cuslng  -r 
people   of     having  -axes   to  grind.  .  Under  this  > 
l)r0{id      proclamation,  -    large      contracts      are    ' 
expected    by  parties  who    are    to-  be   admitted    ' 
within     those     doors;      he     was     not     talking    i 
at    random,    for    he    knew    -ft'liereof    he  spake,  '/ 
l)ut-.' he     did     not'    chai^     any   member  n of  i'» 
the'    City    Government.       fa.  ties     have     beca;'/' 
ligTiring  for  weeks  in  the  exjiectation  of  contracts  ,,' 
which  will  be  made  if  this  mea&tue:  pa.sses,  and    ( 
there     are     large     interests     at     work    for   it.  ■  > 
He     hoped     these  ,  ma-tters     ■would      be-,fiUly:.; 
considered.    Before  .  sitting   down   ho  wanted  to  i  t 
ask   any  anemher   if.    lie  -kneiiv    of  :  his    being  'i 
interested      in      any      contract      to       state      it  .r 
publicly    the.i    and'  ther,6.       When    his  .  friend 
from     Ward  ■  9     talks  '  of     a«eft    to    griixl    he 
must    not  oharger  it  upon,  him,  becau.^e  if  he  did- 
he  (Mr.  a.)  woidtl  charge  Irim  back,  douhle  shoi-i 
tod  to  thf  breech.    .  ,        ■    '"I 

Mr.  Perkins  a.skedif  the  gontlemenfrom  WardH 
5  nHdil2  deemed  it  imi)ropei'  for  a  member  of  tho 
Council  to  inquire  of  the  Board  of  Ahterinen,  the 
Mayor  or  Cicy  .Solicitor  for  inforawtimi  upon  u 
sulrject  before  thc'Couucil.:  .    :  >  '    ■ 

Mi V  Dean  replied  that  Bvery  gentleman  hasi)a 
right  to  seek  and  get  iirformation.  The  rec-olntiou: 
was  goodj  and  he  trusted  tho  iqformatiou  thoy  got 
will  be  good.  .  .    :     ■> 

Mr;  Inatley  of  AVard  4  moved  the  previoits  oJied- 
tioii,  aiadit  was:Oidered,andtlie  iirat  part  of  cho. 
order  wa^s  refused  a.second  readirgt-^yeais  19,  iiayB  i  > 
42,asforows.  '  '     ■ 

Veas— MesfK.  Abbott)  liarrv,  Txni,  Elciler,  Bni^  n 
gess,  Cxowlfy,  Deati-y  riatk'y.'ifiyDn,  (ioixlon,  Jeji-'M 
hings,  Le;i,cb,  Long,-  MbCarty,  Shaw,  .Sweat^iit 
Walbridge,  WarrcBy  WestwB-^PJ.    :;     ar,:.!i  .n    •.-  ,i 

Nays— Messrs.    Adams,    Beal,    Bearce,     Erownj  >  / 
r.urdftti  I?ntlei-,  Cawley*  Crocker,  CiishuiajQ,  Day, 
Denny,  Goldth  wait;  Harrington, ;HickF,Huio,Huu- ;■''.' 
newell,  K-cnt,  Kimball,    Loii6g,   Jlliuor.   Mooney,  ^ 
Moi-Se,    Noyes, - 'I'lige,   .Poaboiiy,  Pease,  Perkins,,  i 
I'o^ers,  Pray,  l^utuMu  lUiss- ell,  Sibley,   Sprague, 
Sweetf^or,  Thacher,  West.  AVhiston,  K.  ±'.   Wilbur, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcntt,  » Oods*  Woodwavd-r-:'2.. 

The  setoudpart)«f;.thei;iiesolatioii"ivasrafusedja.  i 
scconda-eading.  -  ;'.    ,'  ■  ;)«.•    i'.i  t  ■,;.■;■•■  .- •' ■  i   .„  ,-  'il  --> 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Wardi4;UiB<ik)uncU 
.'  Hi  //  cwi'V  I'.i   ( 


adjourned. 
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BOARD      OF      ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    %i7,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Weighers  of  Coal— John  S.  Gardner  and  George 
P.  Dodge,  Charlestown. 

Special  Police  OflScers— Charles  Marsh,  Central 
Court  and  its  vicinity;  C.  B.  Snyder,  Avon  street 
and  its  \acinity ;  William  J.  Clark,  Federal  street; 
Charles  A.  Bodge,  Franklin  and  Chauncy  streets  ; 
E.  W.  Turner,  Court  and  Hanover  streets ;  Thomas 
Boyle,  Exchange  place  and  Congress  street; 
Jatham  S.  Cunningham,  Jr.,  armory  of  Prescott 
Light  Guard,  Charlestown;  James  Shandon,  Liv- 
erpool wharf. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  KEFEERED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  E.  D.  Lin- 
ton et  al.,  that  the  rules  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  may  be  changed,  and  the  regulations  adopted 
which  were  in  force  prior  to  the  order  of  January 
26,  1874.- 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  William  V. 
Hutchings  et  al.,  that  gas  lamps  be  placed  and 
lighted  on  Seaver  street. 

Alden  Avery  et  al.,  for  a  street  lamp  on  Albany 
avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Goldthwait,  Snow 
&  Knight  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  all  projecting 
signs. 

To  the  Com,m,ittee  on  Licenses.  L.  B.  Lent,  for 
leave  to  exhibit  his  circus  in  this  city  from  May 
18  to  June  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  2^o,>'t  of  the 
Board.  H.  R.  Surles,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  fotir  horses  on  Renfew  street,  rear  of 
1125  Harrison  avenue. 

George  C.  McGregor,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Tudor  street,  be- 
tween F  and  Dorchester  streets. 

Nathan  Matthews,  for  leave  to  erect  four  small 
private  stables  on  land  near  Dartmouth  street  and 
Huntington  avenue,  adjoining  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad. 

P.  B.  Murphy,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  east  side  of  Walden  place, 
in  rear  of  schoolhouse  in  Ward  15. 

James  FuUer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  near  the  corner  of  River  and 
Cedar  streets.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Cominittee  on  Streets.  John  Dono- 
van, that  Bow  street.  Ward  20,  be  widened  from 
Jenner  to  WaLford  street,  according  to  an  agree- 
ment made  by  the  city  of  Charlestown  in  1873. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  jjart  of  the 
Board.  Elizabeth  A.  Brown  el  al.,  that  the  wall 
which  Avps  removed  to  widen  Foster  street,  in 
Ward  19,  be  rebuilt. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Charles  B.  Shute, 
M.  D.,  to  be  paid  for  damages  received  by  his. 
buggy  upon  Charlestown  Neck  on  March  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Israel  G.  Whit- 
ing et  al.,  that  La  Grange  street.  Ward  17,  may  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

Alden  Avery,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on  Dudley 
street  on  a  paxt  of  his  estate. 

J.  H.  Chadwick  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Chadwick 
street  be  paved  with  wood. 

Albert  Nichols  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Neponset  avenue,  from  Mill  to 
Adams  street. 

Joseph  W.  Hill,  that  the  gutter  on  Baldwin 
street,  near  Bunker  Hill  street,  may  be  relaid. 

Anton  Bakerer,  to  be  paid  for  labor  and  mate- 
rials contributed  to  lill  Mechanic  street. 

William  Flannagan  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be 
put  in  order  on  Short  street,  Charlestown. 

I'earson  &  Tibbitts,  for  leave  to  project  a  lan- 
tern in  front  of  premises  84  and  86  Friend  street. 

Ellen  Muldoon ,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
112  Cabot  street. 

Samuel  Little  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
change  of  the  name  of  Warren  street  to  Washing- 
ton street. 

Timothy  H.  Smith  e<  «Z.,  that  sidewalks  belaid 
on  Tremont  street,  from  Kendall  street  to  Ham- 
mond park. 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Comi)any,  for  leave  to 


run  a  pipe  under  Hawley  street,  for  shafting  pur- 
poses. 

Silas  Peirce  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  pavement  on 
Mercantile  street  may  be  repaired. 

Henry  Poor  &  Son,  for  leave  to  extend  a  shaft 
across  "Matthews  street,  for  steam-power  pui- 
Ijoses. 

William  Sayward  et  al.,  that  Stoughton  street, 
Ward  16,  may  be  watered  with  salt  water  at  the 
expense  of  the  city  from  May  1  to  November  1. 

Thomas  Cunningham  et  aC,  that  Water  street, 
Charlestown,  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks, 
or  repaved,  as  the  Board  may  deem  best. 

Charles  H.  Woods  et  al.,  arid  Washington  Snel- 
ling  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on  Bennington 
street,  from  Central  square  to  Chelsea  street. 

To  the  Comm,ittee  on  Sewers.  Hugh  AV.  Bro^vn 
et  al.,  that  the  Quincy-street  sewer  be  extended  to 
Warren  street. 

Alexander  Mann  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Williams 
street,  Charlestown. 

Fif tv  Associates,  for  sewer  inWashington  street, 
from  iJrattle  to  Elm  street. 

Thomas  G.  Caldwell,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment for  sewer  in  Longwood  avenue,  because  of 
his  having  built  a  cesspool  after  learning  that  a 
sewer  was  not  to  be  constructed  in  that  avenue. 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  for  abatement  of 
assessment  for  sewer  in  Dudley  street,  because  by 
their  building  for  the  aged  poor  on  Woodward 
avenue  they  have  ample  drainage  in  that  avenue, 
and  the  Dudley-street  sewer  is  of  no  benefit  to 
them. 

John  B.  Wilson  et  al.,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment from  sewer  in  Gray  and  Call  streets,  Charles- 
town. 

3'o  the  Comm,ittee  on  the  Harbor.  Harvey  Pen- 
niman,  that  he  be  allowed  access  to  his  vvliarf  at 
City  Point. 

DAMAGES  BY  MYSTIC-RIVER  RAILROAD. 

A  petition  vras  received  from  Daniel  E.  Chase  of 
Somerville  that  the  Board  would  estimate  damages 
to  his  property,  consisting  of  wharf  and  flats  with 
buildings  thereon,  known  as  Chase's  wharf,  in 
Charlestown,  caused  by  the  location  on  the  same 
of  the  Mystic-River  Railroad.  On  this  petition  an 
order  was  passed  giving  notice  to  all  persons  in- 
terested to  appear  on  Monday,  May  18th,  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  'time  this  Board  will 
proceed  to  estimate  said  damages  and  take  such 
other  measures  as  are  provided  by  law  in  such 
cases. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Board  of  Health.  A  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Health  designating  the 
following;  places  for  the  location  of  public  urinals, 
as  provided  for  in  the  Appropriation  bill  for  1874- 
75:  Public  Garden;  Haymarket  square;  on  the 
Lava  Beds  between  India  street  and  Atlantic  ave- 
nue; at  the  junction  of  Summer  and  Bedford 
streets;  about  Quincy  market;  on  Treinont  street 
at  the  corner  of  said  street  and  Pemberton  street. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  and  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Board  of  Assessors.  A  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Assessors  announcing  a 
vacancy  in  said  board,  occasioned  by  the  sudden 
death  of  Daniel  H.  Whitney.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures.  A  communi- 
cation was  received  from  the  Sealers  of  Weights 
and  Measures  nominating  John  D.  Reed  as  assist- 
ant for  the  northern  district,  and  Daniel  Hunt  as 
assistant  for  the  southern  district.  The  nomina- 
tions were  approved  and  confirmed. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  ,S2092  19.  for  the  expenses  of 
Suffolk-County  Jail  for  the  month  of  April,  and 
the  bill  was  approved  and  ordered  paid. 

rNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  William  Hedge,  trustee,  818,464, 
for  Warren-street  land  damages.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  removal  of  restrictions 
placed  in  1825  upon  estates  on  South  Market 
Street.    Passed. 

Order  to  allo\v  the  sum  of  $200  to  each  post  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  aid  them  in 
the  observance  of  Decoration  Day  in  May  next. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— In  1871,  when  (ieneral  Cow- 
din  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Board,  he  put 
in  an  order  for  this  purpose,  but  it  was  for  §100 
for  each  Post.  No  one  would  accuse  General  Cow- 
din  of  not  being  generous  in  regard  to  these  Posts. 
At  that  time  the  number  of  Posts  was  much  less 
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than  it  is  now ;  I  uuderstand  that  at  present  there 
are  eleven.  While  I  desire  to  do  my  duty  in  re-i 
gard  to  the  Posts,!  also  regard  it  iny  dut>^  to loolc 
to  the  interests  of  the  oitiiens  a  nd  taxpayers  of 
Boston.  As  they  have  anticipated  somesuni' 
this  year,  I  will  not  move  to  indefinitely  postjione 
the  order,  although.  1  think  the  custom  has  heear 
eoutinu<'d  as  long  as  it  was-  first  intended ;  but  I' 
do-uiove  to  amend  the  order  by  substituting  $100 
for.«200.  :,      ■     -  .        .[ 

Alderman  Emery— I  introduced  thait  order  undefi 
the  supposition  that  this  Board  woiild  favor  it,  i* 
being  the  usual  sum  which  the  City  Iciovemmenti 
has  contributed  during  the  last  year  on  two — i  do 
not  know  how  iar  back  the  custom  extends.  Of 
course  I  desire  every  gentleman  to  expiess  hja 
owu  views— by  his  vote,  if  in  no  other  way^as  tq 
the  sum,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  inflU'Cnce  any  ouei 
in  the  matter ;  but  1  shall  vote  for  the  order  as  I 
introduced  it,  and  against  the  amendment.  I  supt. 
po(-e  that  every  other  member  understands  the 
order  as  well  as  the  pro^)osition  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6,  equally  with  myself,  and  of  course 
they  will  vote  according  to  their  views.  L  do  not 
presume  that  I  can  throw  any  new  liglit  upon  thd 
subject,  and  I  will  only  repeat  that  "I  shaU  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Peters— I  shaU  favor  thie  amendment, 
for  the  reason  :hat  while  1  believe  we  owe  everyJ 
thing  we  have  to  the  soldiex-s  who  went  to  the. 
war,  still  this  ceremony  on  Decoration  Day  hasbe~ 
come  the  means  of  glorifying  those  who  did  not  go 
to  the  war  more  than  the" commemoration  of  those 
who  lUed  for  their  country.  1  chink  that  §100  for 
each  post  will  be  all  that  is  needed,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  a  proviso  inserted  that  any  one  Avho 
speaks  on  Decoration  Day  shall  ever  afterwards 
be  ineligible  to  public  office. 

Alderman  HaU— J  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  It  must  be  apjiarent  to  every  member  of 
this  Board  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  ,ioiu  the  citizens  on  that  day  in  commemo-. 
ra  "ing  the  services  of  those  who  went  to  thewar  and: 
died  to  save  their  country.  It  has  heretofore  been 
the  custom  to  give  each  post  S200.  Can  any  mem^ 
ber  show  a  reason  why  we  should  depieciate  that; 
sum?  Are  not  the  memories  of  our  deatl  soldiers 
sacred  to  the  country?  and  can  we  use  .^o  small  a 
sum  to  a  better  purpose  than  in  decorating  their 
graves?  I  should  like  to  hear  some  reason  why 
we  should  decrease  tfle  sum  usually  appropriated. 

AKlerman  Cutter — I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  the  question,  because  every  member 
of  this  Board  knows  why  it  was  done,  and  what  it 
was  done  for.  I  have  b'-en  told  by  members  of 
Posts  that  the  money  is  not  spent  in  as  judicious 
and  proper  a  way  as  was  intended  when  we  first 
voteil  for  the  appropriation.  I  suppose  we  are 
placed  here  to  legislate  for  the  interest  of  the 
living  as  well  as  tne  dead ;  and  as  to  patriotism,  I 
prefer  that  patriotism  which  covers  the  whole 
country  and  does  not  foster  sectional  jealousy.  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  money  was  ever  appropriat- 
ed to  strew  tlowers  upon  the  graves  of  any  of 
our  Revolutionary  ancestors.  I  can  appreciate 
the  feelings  of  those  who  lost  husbands, 
fathers  or  children  in  the  war,  and  who 
visit  :ind  lay  flowers  upon  the  graves  of  their 
loved  ones;  but  when  we,  as  a  City  Government, 
appropriate  money  for  the  promiscuous  strewing 
01  flowers  upon  graves,  I  do  not  think  the  cere- 
mony cultivates  the  tine  feeling  that  it  does  when 
performed  by  orphans  and  widows  in  their  own 
loving  way.  If  this  custom  is  to  be  main- 
tained it  should  be  done  by  those  who  have 
their  feelings  and  hearts  in  it;  the  money 
should  be  raised  by  subscription,  and  towns 
or  cities  should  not  be  taxed  in  this 
way.  As  to  the  legality  of  spending  money  in  this 
way,  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  proper  to  do  so.  I 
hoije  the  day  will  soon  come  when  this  sectional 
jealousy  shall  cease.  We  all  know  the  ijerseeu- 
tion  which  was  visited  upon  the  late  Hon.  Charles 
Sumner  for  his  efforts  to  remove  all  signs  of  sec- 
tional strife  from  the  battle  flags,  and  it  certain- 
ly becomes  us  to  pattern  after  him.  if  we  are 
true  patriots,  I  can  see  no  other  course  than  for 
us  to  do  that  which  will  be  beneficial  to  the  whole 
country. 

Alderman  Emery  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment  of  Aldennan  Cutter  to  make 
the  sum  .$100,  and  it  was  lost— yeas.  3,  navs  9— as 
follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  Peters— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark, Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington- 9. 

The  order  was  then  passed. 


.  Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinanees  to  transfer 
to  the  City  Solicitor's  office  the  set  of  Massachu- 
setts Law  Reports  formerly  belonging  to  Dor- 
chester. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  some  explanation  of 
this  order  wDl  be  given  before  it  is  passed.  I  want 
to  understand  why  we  should  transfer  the  prop- 
erty of  the  city  to.  the  law  library  of  the  City 
Solicitor. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  set  of  Massachusetts 
Law  Repoits  referred  to  in  this  order  came  into 
the  possession  of  th.e  city  by  the  annexation  of 
the  town  of  Dorchester.  They  are  now 
.stored  somewhere  within  tlie  limits  of  the 
old  town,  where  there  is  no  particular 
use  for  them,  and  they  are  much  needed  by  the 
City  Solicitor  in  the  Law  Department.  The  set  is 
nearly  complete,  perhaps  half  a  dozen  volumes 
will  have  to  be  furnished.  They  will  be  of  great 
value  to  the  citv,  and  certainly  a  great  conven- 
ience in  the  Law  department. 

Alderman  Hall— Have  we  a  duplicate  set  of 
these  reports  in  City  Hall  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  liave. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  granting  a  "third  location"  to 
the  Highland  Street  Railway.  (City  Doc.  No.  41.) 
-  Passed. 

'"'''      PAPERS  FROM   THE  COMMON  CO0NCIL. 

Petitions  of  C.  H.  &  L.  RichardsonJ  C.  S.  Rogers 
and  Company  A,  Fourth  Battalion.  Severally  re- 
ferred, in  concurrence. 

Reports  in  favor  of  allowing  Dennis  C.  Leoney 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  ,B  street,  au'l  L.  W. 
Simonds  to  erect  a  wooden  buildings  on  Mon- 
mouth street.  Severally  accepted,  and  orders  au- 
thorizing the  same  passed,  in  concurrence. 
.  Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Haley 
&  Morse  for  change  of  conditions  on  their  estate 
on  Warwick  street.  Laid  upon  the  table  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins,  who  stated  that  the 
petitioners  desired  to  present  some  other  informa- 
tion or  evidence  on  the  subject.  Subsequently, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  report  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  provide 
additional  assistance  to  City  Solicitor.  Passed,  in. 
concurrence. 

Report  of  Joint  i'tanding  Committee  on  Water 
on  orders  relative  to  an  additional  supply  of  water 
for  this  city.    (City  Document  No.  38.) 

Alderman  Stebbins — After  this  report  was  made 
up  by  the  committee  and  agreed  to,  a  minority 
desired  permission  to  present  another  report.  I 
certainly  did  not  see  that  report  before  it  was  in 
print,  and  if  I  had  I  should  have  objected  to  some 
of  it.  The  statements  made  in  this  minority  re- 
port have  been  commented  on  very  freely, 
both  within  the  Government  and  ^yithout.  In 
regard  to  the  expenditures  mentioned  by  the 
minority,  I  have  nothing  to  say;  we  wiU  leave 
that  for  those  who  made  them.  But  the  reflec- 
tions upon  the  City  Engineer  are  entirely  un- 
warranted and  should  not  have  been  made,  be- 
cause I  think  that  every  member  of  this  Board 
acquainted  with  the  City  Engineer,  will,  after 
reading  his  report,  arrive  at  the  same  con- 
clusion that  the  majority  of  the  committee 
did  —  that  he  afforded  every  facility  for 
information,  and  that  his  statements  have  been 
carefully  made— and  that  the  reflections  of  this 
minority  report  upon  him  are  unwarranted.  I 
might  use  a  stronger  expression,  and  say  they  are 
untruthful,  hut  that  would  be  unparliamentary. 
But  I  will  say  again  that  the  statements  of  the 
minority  are  entirely  uuwarranted. 

The  report  was  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

The  Salary  bill  came  up  with  the  adherence  by 
the  Common  CouncU  to  their  amendment  to  allow 
;J400  to  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  an  order 
for  appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference 
thereon. 

.  The  Board  voted  to  concur  in  the  order  for  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Aldermen  Bigelow, 
Stebbins  and  Harris  were  appointed  said  commitr 
tee. 

REPORTS  OF  COiMMITTEES. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  reports  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  01  ders  as  follows : 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Hiram 
A.  Wright  That  the  part  of  Thornton  street  re- 
cently accepted  be  called  Thornton  avenue.  Ac- 
cepted. 


Qsa 
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Report  on  petition  of  Edward  S.  Tobfey  etal. 
Uiat  Excliange  place,  Kilby  and  Water  streets  be 
paved  vatU  wood,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pave 
Kilby  and  AVati-r  street;;  with  wood.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  re.set  the  edgestones  and  repave  the 
sidewalks  anil  a  portion  of  the  roadway  of  Knee- 
laud  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Hudson 
street.  Estimated  cost,  5?600. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superuitendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestot  es  and 
pave  che  sidewalks  on  Eustis  street,  between  Dear- 
born and  Magazine  streets,  and  tO'  rei)ort  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof .  > 

Read  once.  i 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  construct  a  plank  walk  on  H  street,  be- 
tween Fourth  and  Sixth  streets.    Estimated  cost, 
$200. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
ftliddlesex  Railroad  Company  to  lav  down  a  tem- 
porary track  on  Washington,  State  and  Devon- 
shire streets,  to  connect  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  on  Court  street  wHh  the  tracks  of 
said  Middlesex  Railroad  on  Union  street;  and 
to  run  cars  over  the  said  tracks  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  on  Court  street,  and  over  said  tem- 
porary track,  until  the  grading  and  paAiug  of 
Washington  street  and  Cornhill  shall  have  been 
completed.  This  permission  is  gra-ated  upon  con- 
dition that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  the 
tracks,  the  precise  location  of  the'same,  the  form 
of  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of 
material  used  in  paving  said  track  shall  be  under 
the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them;  also,  ■ 
upon  the  condition  that  the  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company  shall,  when  so  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  remove  said  temporary  tracks 
from  Washington,  State  and  Devonsliire  "streets, 
and  place  said  streets  in  as  good  condition  as  they 
were  in  previous  to  the  laying  down  of  said  tracks; 
also  upon  condition  that  the  said  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company  shall  accept  this  permit  and  agree 
in  writiuo;  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein 
contained,  and  file  said  acceptance  and  agreenienf 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days;  otherwise 
it  shall  be  null  and  void. 
Read  once. 

Ordered.  That  permission  be  granted  to  Charles 
Tileston  to  place  a  wooden  building  over  the  side- 
walk of  AVashington  street,  corner  of  River  street, 
Ward  16,  during  the  space  of  two  months,  while  a 
new  foundation  is  being  built ;  pio%-ided  that  he 
shall  keep  and  maintain  a  suitable  plank  walk 
around  said  liuilding  for  the  convenience  of  ])e- 
(lestriaus. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey'aud  Inspection  of  Buildings — Reports  in  favor 
of  "granting  the  petitions  for  leave  to  erect  wooden 
buudings  by  E.  J.  Moore,  Maverick  street,  near 
L,iver];)00l  street,  and  Eugene  B.  Dudley,  South 
street,  near  Dudley  avenue.  Ward  17;  and  F.  Ss^ 
Wright,  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden  buildings  oil- 
Sixth  street,  near  P  street,  and  recommending  the 
passage  of  accompauyiag  orders  authorizing  the 
granting  of  the  same  according  to  applications 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  The  orders  were 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  same  committee — 
Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petition  of  James 
H.  George  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden  building 
in  rear  of  636  Second  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  as  follows : 

In  favor  of  granting  the  following  applications 
tor  licenses:  feurnel!  &  Prescott,  to  exhibit  a  mu- 
seum of  curiosities  at  51'  Washington  street ;  Chris- 
topher Russell,  for  hack  stand  on  Devonshire 
street,  near  Milk  street ;  D.  H.  Sibley,  for  hack 
stand  on  Milk  and  Devonshire  streets;  George  Ty- 
ner,  for  wagon  stand  at  11  Summer  street ;  John 
Watson,  for  license  as  auctioneer  at  12-10  Tremont 
street;  H.  A.  Mansfield,  for  auctioneer's  license 
at  222  Broadway;  George  A.  Morse,  for  renewal 
of  billiard  license  at  Waverlev  Hall,  Charlestown; 
Samuel  (.).  Little,  for  renewal  of  license  as  auc- 
tioneer at  13  Main  street,  Charlestown;  Clarence 
H.  Montgomery,  for  license  as  pawnbroker  at  2S6 
Washington  street;  Stephen  Hull,  to  exhibit  the 
"world's  curiosity"  at  Union  Hall,  Charles- 
town; John  T.  Bowers,  for  transfer  of 
hack     licen>e     to     Gavlon    O.    Hall:      William 


Manning,  for  two  hack  licenses  at  fel5  Alljany 
street;  <ieorge  M.  Morse,  for  hack  stand  at  60 
State  street;  John  Broderick,  for  hack  stand  at 
corner  of  Arch  and  Summer  streets;  three  boot- 
blacks and  twelve  newsboys  applications  for 
licenses ;  Joseph  B.  Thompson,  for  wagon  stand 
at  804  Washington  street;  F.  H.  ilarshall,  for 
wagon  stand  at  25  John  street ;  Charles  Neal,  for 
leave  to  exhibit  and  use  an  air  gun  on  a  vacant 
lot  on  Mam  street,  Charlestown;  A.  S.  Thompson, 
for  license  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  at  53  Merrimac 
street ;  John  O'Brien,  to  give  concerts  at  Lyceum 
Hall  on  Sunday  and  Monday  evenings,  May  3  and 
4.    Severally  accepted. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— G.  H.  Smith,  cor- 
ner of  Decatur  and  Border  streets;  John  C.  Mur- 
phy, 9  and  11  Kueelaud  street ;  McDevitt  &  Galli- 
gan,  21  and  23  Lewis  street;  John  H.  Marshall,  15 
Lewis  street;  James  Doherty,  11  Lewis  street; 
John  W.  Hatch,  115  Broadway;  Emma  B.  Peirce, 
8  and  9  Broadway ;  Peter  M.  'Pickait,  2^^/,  Green 
street  and  31  Crescent  place:  James  Scanlan, 
591/2  Green  street ;  Brooks  &  Fall,  20  Elm  street ; 
J.  B.  Read,  18  Elm  street;  Simeon  S.  Rankin, 
1951/2  Washington  street;  J.  H.  McGrady,  182 
Broad  street ;  J.  H.  McGrady,  310  Atlantic  avenue ; . 
Joseph  Moritz,  1  Winter  place:  John  Keenaii,  30 
South  street ;  Heber  K.  Smith,  25  Pleasant  street ; 
Edmund  Brikht,  272  Main  street,  Charlestown; 
John  G.  >leissner,  83  South  sti-eet;  Edward 
Steimle,  112  Pleasant  street;  P.  M.  Denon,  871 
AVashiugton  street;  George  (rrant,  1079  Washing- 
ton street;  Joseph  B.Alexander,  1573  Washington 
street;  A.  A.  HofEman.  corner  Wa.shington  street 
and  Harrison  avenue ;  William  F.  Bacon,  29  Essex 
street;  Mary  A.  Crawford,  38  Harrison  aA:enue : 
William  Healy,  61  Beach  street;  Horace  F.  Atwell, 
39  Green  street;  F.  F.  Bibber,  corner  of  Q  and 
Sixth  streets;  Samuel  E.  Hill,  698  Washington 
street;  J.  W.  Pitcher,  5  Norfolk  place;  Bacon  & 
Bailey,  53  Marginal  street ;  Lot  Brady,  241  Han- 
over street:  A.  Johnson  &  Co.,  16, 18,  ^"O  Marshall 
street.    Seve-  ally  accepted. 

Innholders'  Licenses  (Granted — Joseph  Gohl,  10 
Bow  street ;  O.  J.  Gallagher,  63  Beach  street ;  Lena 
I.  Simmons,  151  Pleasant  and 214 Eliot  street:  Gus- 
tavEvers.  11  and  13  Eliot  street;  Peter  M.Pick- 
ard,  16-2  0  Gouch  street;  M,  J.  Flatley.  14-18 
North  street:  A.  D.  Jaquith,  AVebster  House,  Ea.st 
Boston;  Samuel  Ryer.son,  174  and  170  Friend 
street:  J.  and  T.  Leavitt,  131-137  Dorchester  av- 
enue ;  Valentine  Stahl,  120  Essex  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

A'^ictuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Robert  Duulap, 
IC  Eliot  street ;  H.  C.  Merriam,  287  Tremont  street: 
Edgar  Crowell,  15971/2  Washington  street;  F.  A. 
Caswell,  59  and  61  Sha'wmut  avenue;  Chester  Ball, 
87  Richmond  street;  R.  D.  Rodriguez.  429  Hanover 
street;  James  Cooper,  50  Kneelaiul  street ;  James 
O'Neil,  27  South  street;  Daniel  Hurley,  48  Knee- 
land  street;  G.  H.  AVallcott,  20  Harrison  avenue. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Refused — John  Lyons.  145 
Pleasant  street;  Jotham  Mitchell,  202  Hanover 
street;  George  H.  Mark,  12  and  14  Beach  sn-eet; 
Chester  &  Dodge,  60  Warreiiton  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby 
authorize<i  to  sign  an  agreement  with  Davis  & 
AValker  relative  "to  the  rights  of  the  city  to  drain 
into  Stony  Brook. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  a  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  construct- 
ing a  common  sewer  in  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Elm  and  Brattle  streets.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Putnam 
street,  between  Bennington  and  Chelsea  streets. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Emer- 
son street,  between  H  and  I  streets.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  817  82  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Andrew  Haley,  and  §^18  81  from  the 
assessment  of  Helen  B.  "Hubbard,  for  a  sewer  in 
Dudley  street;  that  866  99  be  abated  from  the 
assessinent  on  Thomas  Richardson,  for  a  sewer  in 
Gray  and  Call  streets,  Charlestown,  and  S36  54  be 
assessed  upon  Francis  (5 roll ;  that  843  27  be  abated 
from  the  assessment  of  John  Donahue,  for  a  sewer 
in  Shamrock  street;  that  S'19  70,  assessed  upon 
Patrick  C.  Hurley,  for  a  se^er  in  Fruit  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  amount  asses-sed  upon  James 
Brown. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
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four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  coustrueting 
a  eomiuon  sesrerrin  Noitli  Aucierson  street,  be- 
tween Canibridge.  and  Parkoxan  streets.    Passed. 

Qrderof.  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.M. -fni  expediency  of  constructing 
a  common  sewer  in  Mechanic  street,  Roxbury 
Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  a.  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  common  sewer  in  Pans  street,  between 
Decatur  and  Porter  streets.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock-  P.  M.,  ©n  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  common  sewer  in  Wateiford  street. 
Passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  .Committee  on 
Bathing- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  and  maintain  free  public  bath- 
ing house^  for  men  and  boys,  and  for  women  and 
girls,  in  different  sections  of  the  city,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $18,000;  also  to  employ  such 
assistance  as  may  be  required  tor  the  proper  care 
and  management  of  the  several  houses,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceedins;  §22,000;  said  sums  to  be 
charged  to  the  appro))riation  for  Public  Baths.  • 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Henry  Walcott,  Ephraim  U.  Dudley,  M.  F.  Wells, 
P.  J.  Hayes  and  Daniel  Scott,  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables;  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Francis  C.  Van  Horn,  for  leave  to  occupy  stable 
on  Worcester  street,  Xo.  135;  and  on  remonstrance 
of  Morris  Tasker  et  ai.,  against  occupancy  of 
stable  by  Boston  Protective  Department  on  Ham- 
ilton and  Franklin  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Massachusetts 
Chiiritable  Mechanic  Association,  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  and  of  the  hall  over  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  for  the  purpose  of  their  exhibition  of  the 
mechanic  arts  during  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  and  for  permission  to  erect  a  tempo- 
rary building  on  Merchants'  row,  to  connect  Fan- 
euil HpU  with  Faneuil  Hall  Market— Report  that 
leave  be  gianted  to  the  petitioners  to  occupy  Fan- 
euil Hall  or  Faneuil  Hall  Market-house  Copper 
story)  as  prayed  for  by  them  for  the  purpose  of 
their  triennial  exhibition,  and  that  leave  be  also 
granted  to  erect  the  temporary  wooden  structure 
on  Merchants'  row,  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
shown  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  as  authorized  by  the  special  act  of  1874. 
Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  use 
of  said  hall  to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery on  the  first  day  of  June  next.      Accepted. 

By  Alderman,  Bigelow — 

Orderetl,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  An- 
cient and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  to  lire  the 
customary  salutes  on  Boston  Common  on  the  first 
day  of  June  next. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  Board    took 


and  Registrars  at  §1  per  day  for  each  day  of 
actual  service.  r  •  !• 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  oi;^er. 

Alderman  1  eters— This  order,  it  seems  to  me, 
creates  a  great  expense  without  anv  correspond- 
ing benefit  to  the  city.  The  amount"  of  the  sala- 
ries of  the  three  registrars  of  voters  is  STOOD  a 
year,  if  this  order  is  passed.  The  number  of 
assistant-registrars  they  are  allowed  to  appoint, 
without  responsibility  to  anybody,  is  forty -two, 
and  at  S4  per  day  their  yearly  compensation  will 
be  about  Sl^iOO  apiece,  or  §50.400  a  year,  and  the 
total  expense  of  the  department  for  salaries  will 
be  $57,400  per  year.  It  is  not  supposed  that  the 
registrar.?  will  keep  these  fortv-two  assistants 
emj)loyed  during  the  entire  vear,  but  the  proba- 
bihty  is  that  they  will,  for  thev  ai-e  responsible 
to  no  one.  The  act  establishing  this  Board  of 
Registrars  specifies  that  thev  shall  receive 
such  "compensation  as  the  Citv  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  determine;  but  any  reduction 
of  compensation  shall  take  effect  upon  such 
registrars  ouly  as  shall  be  appointed  after  such  re- 
duction." So  that  if  we  fix  their  salaries  at  82500 
now,  we  cannot  hereafter  reduce  the  amount 
while  these  men  are  in  office.    I  shall,  therefore, 


move  to  make  the  salary  of  the  Registrars  §1500  a 
year  instead  of  $2500.  "Vve.do  not  kuow  who  these 
nieh.  are  to  be,  aad  we  do  not  know  whether  the 
system  of  registration  is  going,  to  be  good  or  bad. 
If  it  turns  out  to  be  a  good  thing  for  the  city,  ^he 
salaries  of  th^  Registrar?  caij.  easily  be  raised  to 
$2300,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce  them 
to  SI500  if  the  system  should  prove  bad.  It  seems 
to  me  better  to- start  with,  the  lowest  sum  for 
which  we  can  get  good  men,  an<i  I  therefore  move 
to  make  the ,  salaries .  of  the  registrars  §1500,  and 
that  of  the  assistant  registrars  §3  per,  day. 
.'Alderman  Prescott— -I  hope  the  amendment  of 
the  Alderman  fioiu  the  Jamaica  Plain  District 
will  liot  be  adopted.  This  matter  was  gone  oyer 
very  thoroughly  by,  the  Committee  on  Salaries, 
who  took  the;  judgment  of  tlie  n  en  best  acquaint- 
ed with  the  work,  apd  what  a  fair  salaty  for.  it 
would  be.  Aiid  it  sefchis  to,  me  that  f  2500  is  a  mod- 
erate sum.  For  one,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
city  will  be  able  to ,  secure  the  services  of  such 
men  as  it  should  have  for  these  important  posi- 
tions for  less  than  §2500  per  year.  In  re- 
gard to  the  very  large  amount  of  money  figured 
up  for  Assistant  Registrars  by  the  Alderman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  desire  to  state  that  those 
officers  will  not  cost  the  city  of  Boston  auythinc: 
like  Ji57,000.  They  will  be  employed  only  "two  rrr 
three  weeks  previous  to  the  election ;  there  would 
be  notlting  for  them  to  do  until  the  lists  are  pre- 
pared or  printed,  which  will  not  be  until  October. 
Their  services  will,  perhaps,  cover  a  period  of 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  their  salaries  would  be 
very  small.  The  Alderman  states  that  this 
order  will  entail  a  great  expense  without  any  cor- 
responding benefit.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is— as^ 
everj-  one  who  has  looked  into  it  knows— that  this 
work  has  been  done  by  the  City  Clerk  and  his  a>s- 
sistants.  With  the  large  am,ount  of  business  now 
entailed  upon  the  City  Clerk  and  his  assistants  it 
is  impossiblo  for  them  to  do  this  work  as  it  should 
be'done,  and  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  that  such 
a  board  as  this  .should  be  created.  If"  the  salary 
IS  fixed  at  S2500  for  the  principals,  and  ••f4  a  day 
for  the  as.sistauts,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  as  rea'- 
sonable  a  sum  as  we  could  pay  and  expect  to  get 
responsible  men  for  these  positions. 
!.  Aldferuian  Peters— The  section  of  the  act  uud^r 
which  the  assistant  registrars  are  appointed, 
reads  as  follows :  '     . 

'•The  registrars  shall  annually,  between  the  first 
day  of  May  and  the  first  day  of  October,  appoint 
as^istant-veglstral■s  of  voters,  inhabitants  of  said 
city,  not  exceeding  two  for  each  ward,  who  shall 
be  sworn  by  one  of  the  registrars  to.  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  shall  hold. office  for 
the  remainder  of  the  luttnicipalj  ear,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  the  registrars.  Xhey  shall  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  City  Council  uiay  from 
time  to  time  determine;  but  'such  compensation 
shall  not  be  regulated  by  the  r umber  of  names 
registered  on  any  list  of  voters."    . 

These  assistant  registiars  are  responsible  to 
nobody,  and  why  are  we  to  suppose  that  because 
they  ought  to  be  discharged  m  two  weeks  thev 
will  he?  We  know  that  the  probability  is  tha't 
those  forty-two  offices  will  be  oqcupietl  as  loiig  a;i 
that  sum  u  ill  be  paid. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  commit1;ee  what  the  duties  of 
these  officers  will  be  during  a  large  part  of  the 
year— say  from  the  city  election  in  the  fall  up  to 
the  next  April  or  May,  or  even  to  the  time  when 
the  luts  are  made  out.  I  acknowledge  that  I  do 
not  understand  how  they  are  going  to  be  emploj-ed 
through  the  winter. 

Allermau  Stebbins— The  Akk-nuan  -.eems  to 
labor  under  this  difficulty;  he  apprehends  that  the 
duties  of  these  registrars  are  confined  to  a  few 
days  prior  to  election.  Such  is  hot  the  fact.  To 
properly  prepare  the  lists  for  election  requires  the 
time  of  three  men  during  the  ^^■hole  year.  It 
cannot  be  done  in  two  or  three  weeks.  The  lists 
have  to  be  carefully  examined  and  kept,  the  cor- 
rections made  and  looked  aftei ;  voters  aie  con- 
stantly changing  from  one  ward  to  another,  and 
they  must  be  followed  and  properly  located. 
There  are  other  details  with  which,  i  presuaie,  the 
Alderman  must  be  familiar.  There  are  the  appli- 
cations for  naturalization  papers  to  be  looked 
after;  always  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  there  is  an 
anx'ety  among  voters  to  see  that  their  names  are 
upon  the  voting  lists,  that  thev  may  l)e  drawn  up- 
on juries— the  Alderman  is  not  aware  of  the  fact, 
proliably,  but  theie  is  a  very  lart:e  part  of  the 
voting  community  who,  in"  order  to  ge'  the 
small  extra  com'pensation  for  jury  dutv.  come 
here  and  see  that  their  names"  are  "on  the 
bsts  for  that  iniipose  ;    and  if  they  move  from  one 
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»Vard  to 'another' tliey  si?e  that  the  change  is  made! 
ITi,  regard  to  thin  exijehse,  it  is  provide'I  for  in- the 
estimates  of  the  Audit6r  qf  Accounts,  and  it  itt'iMJ 
siJCh  sum  as  .^60,000;  ,      '• 

■  Alderman  Worthingtori  —  1  'acki;owledge  thst 
wliat  the  gentleman  from' "Ward  8  says  is  true;  if 
they  haVe  g6t  to  follow  the  Voters  of  Boston  from 
wafd  to  ward—and  1  cannot  see  anything  else 
they  have  gotto  do— for  such  arduotis  duty  they 
tfnght  to  have  more  than  they  are  having  now. 
But  !■  eSnnot  see  how  thi-ee  men  are  to  be  employed 
from  the M  or  4th  of  Deeehiher  up  to  the  next  jftay 
<JT  June,  or  how  you  Csln  find  busines-stv keep  more 
than  one  of  them  employed.  The  ■City  Clerk,  for 
abbut  six  weeks,  has  done  the  entire  work  hereto- 
foi'e,  an'd  riovvwe  are  askfed  to  p\it  6n  three  men 
at  82500  each  for  the  entire  year,  witb  the  privi- 
lege of  putting  oh  forty-tWo  more  at  S4  a  day  for 
tlie  eiitire  year.  It  seems  to  n'le  that  this  matter 
has  not  been  properly  arranged  with  a  view  to 
economy  and  the  saving  of  labor.  It  does  not 
seem  to  be  necessary,  and  I  hope  that  some 
arrangement  will  be  made  so  that  this  can  be 
done  as  well  as  it  has  been  done  by  the  City  Clerk 
heretofore,  and  at  vastly  less  expense  than  is  pro- 
posed now.  I  cannot  see  how  they  are  going  to  ^e 
employed  during  the  whole  year.  ''J 

Aldeimau  Peters— I  see  that  the  amount  put; 
down  for  registration  of  voters  in  the  Auditor's 
estimates  is  ?j20,000.  That  is  an  arbitrary  sum.  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  looking  with  an  eye  of  faith 
tothe  Registrars  who  are  not  subject  to  anybody. 
I  shall  therefore  move  to  amend  ftirther  by  adding 
at  the  end  of  the  order,  so  that  after  the  words 
•'for  each  and  every  day  of  actual  service,  as  cer- 
tified by  the  registrars  to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts," 
it  shall  read,  "with  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances."  Then  we  will  know  how  much  is 
paid ;  otherwise  we  will  not.  The  reason  I  men- 
tion the  Committee  on  Ordinances  is,  there  seems 
to  be  no  other  coinmittee  under  whose  care  tj^ey 
should  come,  and  it  is  apparent  to  me  that 
they  should  be  under  the  direction  of  some  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  I'ow'er — I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  ex- 
perience I  have  had  here,  that  additional  force  is 
necessary  to  manage  this  part  of  the  city  business, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  salary  fixed  by  tlie  commit- 
tee is  any  too  large  for  persons  coiiipetent  to  fill 
these  positions.  But  there  is  a  clause  in  sec- 
tion three  of  the  act  which  I  do  not  think 
should  be  there — that  a  reduction  in  the  com- 
pensation of  such  officers  shall  take  effect  only 
on  offlcers  appointed  after  such  reduction  is 
made.  I  think  the  City  Government  should  have 
the  right,  from  year  to  year,  to  raise  or  lower 
salaries  as  they  see  fit.  But  this  act  has  gone 
throtigh  the  Legislature  and  there  is,  of  course, 
no  way  to  remedy  it  in  this  Board.  For  compe'- 
tent  men  to  fill  this  position  I  think  a  salary  of 
.*2500  is  none  too  uiuch,  but  I  do  not  like  that 
objectionpble  clause  in  the  act. 

Alderman  Peters — I  also  think  that  S2500  a  year 
is  a  proper  salary,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  vote  for 
that  amoTint  if  f  knew  who  the  men  were.  If  we 
put  the  salary  at  S1500,  we  can  raise  it  to  S2500.  I 
suppose  the  Legislature  thought  we  were  going  to 
vote  away  money,  and  not  trv  to  economize. 

Alderman  Worthington — Tlie  Alderman  will  see 
that  if  we  make  the  salary  .f  2500  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  reduce  it.  If  we  appoint  three  me  this 
year  for  $2500,  are  we  going  to  appoint  one  man 
next  year  for  S1500,  and  have  tvvo  others  getting 
•12500,  and  the  next  year  one  at  $2500  and  two  at 
.$1500?  It  is  unfair  upon  its  face.  If  we  start  low 
and  then  go  up,  we  will  know  where  we  are.  But 
if  we  start  at  the  highest  figure,  no  Board  of  Al- 
dermen will  vote  to  put  one  man's  salary  doM'u 
while  another's  remains  up. 

Alderman  Hall — The  subject  before  us  at  the 
present  time  is  the  fixing  the  salaries  of  these 
Registrars  of  Voters.  This  act  gives  them  the 
power  to  appoint  a  large  number  of  assistants, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  this 
Board,  for  various  reasons.  I  therefore  inove  to 
lay  this  whole  subject  upon  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
question  recurred  on  the  amendments  of  Alder- 
man Peters,  who  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  that  the  vote  could  be  taken  first  on  the 
l)roi)osition  to  make  the  salaries  of  the  Registrars 
$1500. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  cannot  (juite  agree  with 
the  Aldennan  from  the  Jamaica  Plafii  District 
upon  this  question.  I  do  not  think  he  knows 
enough  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  I  am  sure  I 
do  not.    All  the  information  I  can  get  is  from  tlie 


olerk  ofthis  Board,  and  that  Informatiou  would 
warrant  me  in  voting  for  •  $2500  a  yeat  for 
these  officers.  I  do  not  beUeve  we  effiall  gav^a 
money  by  employing  cheap  men  upon  this 
oommission,  and  If  you  fix  the  salary  at) 
S1500  a  year,  when  yon  make  other  conii 
missioners'  salaries  84000  a  year,  you  cannofi 
exjiect  to  get  capable  men.  The  only" question  is 
rvhether  you  -want  to  get  any  cheai>er"men  on  thi* 
commission  than  you  have  now  for  g4<M0  oir 
others.  We  have  got  to  trust  to  tlie  Mayor  to  ap- 
point competent  men,  and  no  one  in  this  Board 
will  undertake  to  say  but  that  the  Mayor  is  com- 
petent to  do  so,  and  will  do  it.  Therefore  we  mu«t 
take  it  for  granted  that  he  will  appoint  men  Who 
are  worth  «2.5O0.  While  I  am  anxious  to  save  the 
city's  money,  I  do  not  believe  in  false  economy. 

Alderman  Peters^I  was  not  advocating  the  Tow 
salary  on  account  of  economy.  1  believe  in  pay- 
ing good  salaries  to  competent  men,  ancll  beneve 
the  Alayor  will  nominate  good  men.  But  the  way 
in  which  this  act  is  made  is  w  rong.  It  is  the  first 
time  an  act  of  this  kind  has  been  made  in 
this  way.  We  ought  to  know  who  the 
officers  are  going  to  be  before  we  give  them  the 
highest  salaiy,  instead  of  taking  the  chances. 
They  can  better  afford  to  take  their  chances  with 
the  City.  Therefore  I  think  it  is  better  to  .start 
with  a 'low  .-alary,  .so  that  we  can  raise  it;  but  if 
we  start  high  and  want  to  reduce  it  we  cannot  do 
it. 

Aldeiman  Hall — Does  the  Aldennan  from  Wawl 
6  understand  that  when  we  appoint  three  Regis- 
trars, we  give  them  power  to  appoint  any  number 
of  men  they  see  fit  ?  That  is  the  point  I  desired 
to  investigate  and  therefoie  made  the  motion  to 
have  the  order  lie  over.  I  now  move  that  this  or- 
der be  specially  assigned  for  one  week  from  today. 
Alderman  cHitter— In  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 1  would  state  that 
when  you  come  €lown  co  the  amount  of  help  that 
they  are  going  to  employ  or  the  salaries  that  they 
are  to  pay,  I  am  not  conversant  with  the  subject, 
and  I  am  not  quite  clear  that  we  ought  to  give 
them  that  liberty. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  trouble  seems  to  be 
about  like  this:  the  Aldermen  want  to  knowwho 
these  officers  are  going  to  be.  If  they  can  find 
out,  I  have  no  objections.  I  am  willing"  to  estab- 
lish the  salary  and  trust  to  the  Mayor,  who,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  appoint  men  who  Avill  do  the  work 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  city.  And  when  these  men 
are  appointed  we  have  got  to  trust  them  to  appoint 
their  assistants  and  to  make  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  those  assistants.  If  we  cannot  trust 
anybody  we  had  better  pass  a  resolve  to  that 
effect.  I  am  confident  the  Mayor  vriW  appoint  the 
best  men  for  the  positions,  and  they  in  their  turn 
will  appoint  the  best  assistants  and  make  good 
rules  for  the  government  of  those  assistants.  I 
think  it  would  hardly  accomplish  the  end  desired 
by  postponing  this  order  to  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  it  is  a  petty  light  in 
which  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  looks  at  this 
subject.  I  do  not  care  who  the  men  are  going  to 
be.  No  one  has  a  greater  respect  for  the  Mayor 
than  1  have,  but  I  do  not  consider  that  I  was  sent 
here  merely  to  fix  salaries  and  trust  to  the  Mayor 
to  appoint  good  men.  I  do  not  know  who  he  is 
going  to  appoint,  and  I  do  not  think  we  ought 
to  know,  but  before  I  am  willing  to  vote 
$2500  salary  to  men  I  want  to  know 
who  they  are  and  what  they  are  worth.  The  act 
says  there  shall  be  "appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  "three  able,  dis- 
creet persons."  I  have  just  as  much  appointing 
power  as  the  Mayor  in  this  case.  It  is  my  duty  to 
know  who  are  to'be  appointed  before  I  vote  to  fix 
their  salaries  at  the  highest  point.  If  we  start 
them  at  $1500  and  see  that  they  woi-k  well,  then  I 
should  be  willing  to  give  them  $2500. 

Alderman  Prescott— In  answer  to  the  point  that 
the  gentleman  makes  that  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  has  as  much  power  as  the  Mayor,  I 
will  read  the  following  from  the  citj'  ordinances : 
"In  all  cases  where  appointments"to  office  are  di- 
rected by  any  law  or  ordinance  to  be  made  by  the 
Alayor  and  Aldermen,  or  by  the  Mayor  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Aldermen,  the  Mayor 
shall  send  his  nomination  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, directed  to  the  City  Clerk,  who  shall  forth- 
with enter  the  same  in  a  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose." 
Alderman  Peters— I  acknowledge  my  error. 
Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  quite  see  the  gentle- 
man's error.  I  have  submitted  that  point  to  as 
good  a  legal  authority  as  there  is  in  Boston,  and 
he  savs  that  rule  will  not  stand. 
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Alderman  Prescott— In  answer  to  that  I  -houIcI 
say  that  it  is  not  only  an  ordinance,  but  it  is  a 
statute  of  the  Legislature  incoriioratecliu  the  City 
Charter  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Hall  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone 
further  consideration  of  the  order  until  next  Mon- 
day, at  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  the  quef.tion  being 
taken  by  a  rising  vote  the  motion  prevailed — 7  for, 
4  against.  > 

[For  final  action  on  the  order,  see  latter  ^>a** -of 
report.]  ...,.!? 

THE  SUMNfiR  BEQUEST.  '   ' 

/  Ald,erman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  by  the  fjujtb  iteni  of  the  wiU  of 
Charles  Siimner  he  has  bequeathea  ^'to  the  city  of 
6oston,  for  the  Art  Museum,  his  pictures  and  en- 
gr3.vings,  except  the  picture  known  as  the. 'Mira- 
cle of  the  Slave,'  with  the  injunction  that  the 
trustees  shall  do  with  them  what  they  think  best, 
disposing  of  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  Museum,"  it 
is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  said  Art  Museum 
be  authorized  to  receive  the  3aid  pictures  and  en- 
cravings  and  dispose  of  them  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  bequest. 

.  Pea4  twice  and  passed. 

THE  OLD  PEOVIDENC'E  DEPOT  SITE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  ordeffb' 
set  apart  the  lot  of  land  on  Eliot  and  Pleasant 
streets  anfl  Columbus  avenue  as  a  public  ground 
tt)  be  kept  open  forever,  was  taken  from  the  table, 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "forever"  and 
stihstituting  therefor  the  woi-ds  "for  that  purpose, 
en-  as  a  part  of  the  pitblic  highway,  and  ^S' 
amended  was  passed. 

ADDITIONAL     REPORTS    AND    ORDERS  SCBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committpe 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  Ham  be  and  he  is  hereby 
allowed  additional  time  (until  July  1, 1874,)  in 
which  to  complete  the  construction  of  stable  in 
Fort  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  i)assed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts— 

■  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
expediency  of  furnishing  office  room  for  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  and  his  two  assistants  in  the  build- 
ing numbered  30  Pemberton  square,  recently 
hired  by  the  city. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
coUe  t  fr6m  the  county  of  Middlesex  the  rent  due 
from  said  county  for  the  occupancy  of  the  Folice- 
Court  loon^  iii  Charlestown  up  to  the  first  day  of 
January  last;  said  rental  to  be  charged  at  the  rate 
of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
couats  be  authorized  to  inake  such  arraugeuients 
v^'ith  the  Register  of  Deeds  as  they  mav  deem  ex- 
pedient for  tlie  preparation  of  the  cla,ssified  in- 
dices to  the  Suffolk  Deeds  for  the  year  1874,  and 
also  an  indix  to  the  sales  of  real  estate  for  taxes, 
and  to  plans  filed  in  the  Registry  during  that  time ; 
the  expenses,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  t'wentj-- 
two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Order  to  pay  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Dowd  §3490  50,  for  land  damages 
on  account  of  the  wdening  of  Magazine  street, 
and  by  rhe  extension  of  Eustis  street  to  Maga- 
zine street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police  — 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  max- 
imum number  of  Lieutenants  of  Police  be  fixed  at 
thirty-nine  and  the  maximum  number  of  sergeants 
at  forty-one. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  close  uij  ancf  make  solid  the  dangerous 
openings  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  84,  88  and  92 
Water  street,  Charlestown. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superinttndent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave,  with  brick,  the  sidewalk  on  the 
northeasterly  and  northwesteily  sides  of  School 
street,  between  Main  and  High  streets.   Ward  20, 


and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof.  ' 

Read  twice  and  passed.'         ,      - 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  "the  Committee  on 
Lainps—  ..■.•• 

Ordered,  That  the  Supenntendent  of  Lamps, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  lamps 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  As- 
sociation to  be  lighted  in  thesame  manner  as  the 
public  lights,  from  May  1  to -October  1,  1872. 

Read  twice  and 'oassed. 

-nnu't  INDEFINITELY  POSTPONED.' 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power— The  order  re- 
questing the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
confer  with  the  committees  of  the  t\vo  blanches 
on  Police  and  the  Fire  Comniissionei-s  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  transferring  the  ftreboat  William  jt. 
Flanders  to  Police  Department,  and  constructing 
another  and  better  boat  for  the  Fire  Department, 
amentled  by  the  Common  Council  sb  as  to  include 
a  proposed  transfer  of  the  Quarantine  Boat  Sam- 
uel Little,  to  the  Police  Department— also,  the 
employment  of  two  or  three  tugboats  for  that 
purpose,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefinitely 
postponed.  ■   ■   '     -     •• 

PROMOtlONS  IN  ilHt    POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
making  the  following  nominations  for  promotion 
in  the  Police  Department : 

Captain— Elijah  H.  Goodwin. 

Lieutenants— David,  W.  Herrick,  Lvman  .  W. 
Gould  Rivd  Hawlev  Folsonj. 

Sergeants— G.  AV.  Hathaw9y,  Henrv  H.  Peikins, 
Jacob  A\  .  Glynn  and  James  H.  Lambert. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  nominations 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police.     .      ,.-. 

S.'^LAEIES  OF    REGISTRARS  OF    VOTERS    FIXED.' 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  relating  to  the  sala- 
ries of  Registrars  of  Voters  was  specially  assigned 
for  next  Monday.  I  make  that  motion  because! 
learn  from  the  best  authority  that  it  is  actuaUv  time 
and  past  the  time  that  these  men,  whoever  thev 
may  be,  should  take  their  positions  and  be-iii 
their  work.  This  order  will  have  to  go  to  the  btSer 
branch  and  be  concurred  in ;  then-  the  nomiua- 
tion^  of  his  Honor  the  Mavor  will  have  to  be  re- 
ceived and  acted  upon  by  this  Board— all  of  wh'ch 
will  take  some  time.  I  believe  we  have  already 
delayed  too  much  in  this  matter.  When  it  caihe 
up  last  Monday,  a  request  was  made  that  it  be 
laid  over  for  one  week,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
members  have  had  ample  opportunitv  to  cou<-ult 
with  parties  and  obtain  information  upon 
this  subject.  I  make  this  motion  with 
the  best  interest  of  the  citv  in  vie-<v  and 
to  secure  the  correct  preparation  of  the 
voting  lists.. -if  that  motion  prevail*  and  iieuMe- 
men  are  not  willing  to  act  upon  it  todav,  I  will 
make  a  motion  to  speciallv  a.=sign  it  for  Thur«dav 
next,  at  l  P.  M.,  and  that  when  this  Boatd  ad- 
journs it  be  to  that  time,  in  order  tliat  thi.^  m;ittej 
may  be  acted  upon  and  go  to  the  Common  C  ouucjl 
on  that  evening.  1  believe  that  further  delay  in 
this  matter  is  dangerous ;  that  Board  should  be 
organized  at  once.  1  know  not  whc  the 
men  are  to  be,  but  I  have  no  doubt  his  Honor  the 
aiayor  will  appoint  gentlemen  fuUv  \\ortha  SFdarv 
of  82500  a  year.  In  regard  to  the'unlimited  po«'- 
ers  delegated  to  these  registrars  spoken  of  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Wartl  10, 1  say  we  must  give"  cei- 
tain  powers  to  heads  of  departments.  ,Ve  elect 
a  Superinrendent  of  Public  Buildings  and 
pay  him  a  salary  of  $3600  a  veai.  uiul  au- 
thorize him  to  einplov  men  in  hi<  depart 
partment,  clerks  in  his  office,  men  to  go  about  anci 
see  to  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  janitor^ 
in  all  the  public  buildings  in  the  citv.  of  course 
it  requires  responsibility,  and  «e  luiist  place  con- 
fidence in  these  men,  ami  I  do  not  think  we  eive 
yeiy  great  powers  to  these  registrars  of  vo^rs 
I  trust  the  reconsideration  will  prevail 

Alderman  Peters— I  hope  it  will  uoi  prevail,  be- 
cause if  these  ofticers  are  appointed  bv  Tliur>dav 
Friday  is  the  first  of  May,  when  many-citizen*  are' 
going  out  of  town,  and  thev  may  get  names 
upon  the  li-ts  twice  and  cause  them  to  be 
taxed  in  both  places.  I  think  we  had  better 
leave  it  till  next  Monday.  As  I  understand  it  all 
appointments  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
buildings  must  be  approved  bv  the  committee  on 
that  department ;  but  this  matter  the  Citv  Council 
has  nothing  to  do  with.  At  the  end  of  ihe  vear 
whether  the  bill  is  85000  or  .*;.50,00u  it  is  certified' 
to  the  Auditor,  and  he  is  obliged  to  approve  it 
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Alilcnuau  Enier;.— I  voted  with  tlie  majority  };o 
assig-n  this  matter  to  next  Mouday,  not  because  1 
was  not  williiiji  to  pass  upon  it  at  the  present 
time,  but  I  thoufjiit  gentlemen  desired  further 
time  to  look  into  the  subject.  But  I  have  under- 
stood that  there,  is  a  iieceB*ity  for  this  matter  to  be 
acted  upon  at.  once,  so  that  it  may  ^o  to  the 
Council  on  Thursday.  That  being  the  case,  1  shaU 
vote  to  reconsider,  although  1  am  always  desirous 
of  accommodating  gentlemen  who  wish  to  look 
into  matters  to  be  passed  upon  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn. 
Lost. 

Alderman  fewer— I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  prevail,  for  I  do  not  know  of  but  one  rea- 
son for  laying  the  order  over,  and  that  is,  gentle- 
men in  this  Board  may  think  that  by  postponing  it 
they  can  get  an  idea  of  who  are  the  persons  to  iill 
these  positions.  I  have  as  great  a  desii  e  to  know 
who  these  persons  are  as  any  member  of  this 
Board,  and  if  1  thought  by  laying  the  matter  over 
one  week  1  could  get  any  nearer  to  knowing  wha 
they  are  to  be  I  would  vote  to  lay  it  over. 
But  1  have  not  the  slightest  idea  that  any 
name  will  be  sent  into  this  Board  until  the  salary 
is  fixed.  I  suppose  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in 
this  Board  who  has  not  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  Mayor,  and  as  he  will  be  responsible  to 
the  City  Government  for  the  fitness  of 
the  persons  who  are  to  flU  these  posi- 
tions, I  have  no  doubt  he  will  govern  himself  ac- 
cordingly, and  send  in  the  names  of  gentle- 
men who  will  be  fully  worthy  the  confidence  of 
the  City  Government,  and  deserve  the  salary  fixed 
by  the  committee.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  re- 
consideration will  prevail. 

Alderman  Peters — I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  AVard  12  hits  the  nail  on  the  head  at  all  in 
giving  the  reason  why  the  majority  wish  this  mat- 
ter to  lie  over  till  next  Monday.  I  do  not  expect 
or  want  to  know  who  the  men  are  to  be.  I  think 
some  arrangement  should  be  made  by  which  the 
liower  of  unlimited  employment  of  assistants  by 
the  registrars  should  be  brought  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  City  Council.  That  is  what  I  wanted 
the  matter  postponed  for. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  but  just  one  way  to 
remedy  that  evil,  and  that  is,  if  this  Board  sees 
fit,  to  reject  all  the  nominations  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  not  appoint  anybody.  Under  the 
present  act  1  do  not  see  any  other  remedy  for  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  17  said  he  was  willing 
to  vote  for  S1500  any  time,  but  w  ould  like  to  know 
■who  the  men  are  before  he  votes  to  give  them 
.S2500.  I  should  certainly  want  to  know  who  would 
come  here  for  S1500,  but  I  am  not  so  particular 
about  who  will  come  for  $2500,  for  I  know  we  can 
get  good  men  for  .5(2500,  but  I  am  not  so  sure  that 
we  could  for  §1500. 

Alderman  Hall— If  the  reconsideration  prevails 
will  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  agree  to  assign 
the  order  to  Thursday  at  one  o'clock? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  willing  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Board  upon  the  matter. 

Alderman  Hall — But  my  question  was  as  to 
yourself. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  the  gentleman  desires  it, 
I  will  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Brooks— Under  the  circumstances,  1 
shall  vote  for  reconsideration. 


Alderman  Cutter— I  asked  to  have  tliis  order  lie 
over  not  on  account  of  the  salary  of  j*2500,  but  be- 
cause we  are  giving  them  power  to  appoint  an  un- 
limited number  of  clerks.  The  (lue.-tiou  in  my 
mind  is  whether  these  registrars  cannot  do  this 
work  without  additional  clerks,  although  if  they 
cannot  I  am  willing  to  give  them  the  assistance. 
That  is  the  parjt<jfrthe  oruerJ  am  not.  so  enlight;- 
ened  upon  as  I  ought  to  be. 

Aldei'man  Power — I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6.  I  do  not  like  the  way  this  act  is 
framed,  and  the  only  way  to  defeat  it  is  to  refuse 
to  confinn  any  nominations  that  are  made, although 
other  genrleineu  may  not  think  it  competent  or 
prudent  to  do  so.  It  was  an  oversight  on  my  part 
that  we  had  accepted  this  act  as  it  stands,  and' 
there  is  no  way  of  revising  it  except  through  the 
body  that  made  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
shall  vote  to  delay  this  matter  no  longer. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  not  quite  right  in  this  matter.  We  can 
cut  oft'  those  assistants  by  not  appropriatiBg 
money  enough  for  them. 

The'motion  to  reconsider  prevailed,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  took  a  recess 
of  ten  minutes.  -It  the  conclusion  of  the  recess 
the  (luestion  was  on  jjostponing  the  order  till  next 
Thursday,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Aldernian  Peters  withdrew  the  amendment  to 
substitute  ??1500  for  82500  for  the  salaries  of  the 
registrars,  and  renewed  the  amendment  to  make 
the  salaries  of  the  assistant  registrars  S3  per  day, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Orm- 
nances. 

Alderman  AVorthington— After  the  explanations 
which  I  have  heard  1  shall  vote  for  $2500,  believ- 
ing that  is  as  low  a  salary  as  we  ought  to  offer 
them. 

The  order  fixing  the  salary  of  the  registrars  at 
$2500  was  passed. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters,  to  make 
the  salary  of  assistant   registrars  $3  per  day,  was  ' 
lost. 

Alderman  .Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  order 
relating  to  assistant  registrars  by  inserting,  after 
the  words  "for  each  and  every  day  of  sennce," 
the  words  "not  exceeding  twenty-five." 

Alderman  Peters — I  think  it  is  a  question  whether 
that  amendment  will  do  any  good  after  it  is  passed. 
The  act  says  they  shall  receive  such  compen-sation 
as  the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  de- 
teinnine.  It  does  not  specify  any  time,  but  from 
the  day  they  are  appointed  till  they  are  discharged 
they  are  in  the  employ  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  act  limits  their  pay  to 
such  sum  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  City  Council. 
They  may  be  appointed  tomorrow,  but  they  will 
receive  only  twenty-five  days'  pay  during  the 
year. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted  and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  A 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  order 
was  passed,  by  Alderman  Prescott,  hoping  it 
would  not  pi'evail,  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  order  fix- 
ing three  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Mondays  as  the  time 
for  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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The '  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Coininon 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  Presitleiit,  in  the  chair. 

fapehs  from  the  board  of  aldeumen. 

Petitions  of  Charles  B.  Shiite,  Harvey  Penni- 
man,  John  Donovan,  and  no: ice  of  vai'ancy  in  the 
Board  of  Assessors.  Severally  refeirect,in  concur- 
rence. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on 
petition  of  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  for  change  of  con- 
ditions, etc.,  on  a  lot  of  land  ou  Wai-wick  street, 
came  down  recommitted.    Concurred. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  James 
H.  George,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building 
in  rear  of  636  Second  street.  Accepted,  in  cou- 
cnrrence. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  be 
issued  TO  Eugene  B.  Dudley,  F.  S.  Wright  and  E. 
J.  Moore,  to  erect  wooden  buildings,  as  set  for.h 
in  said  orders.  Orders  severally  pasted,  in  con- 
ciirrence. 

Preamble  and  order  authorizing  tke  trustees  of 
of  the  Art  Museum  to  receive  the  pictures  and  en- 
gravings bequeathed  to  the  city  for  said  museum 
by  Charles  Sumner.    Pas.'ed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  allowing  the  owners  of  estates 
on  south  side  of  South  Market  street  to  disregard 
all  the  conditions  imposed  upon  said  estates  in 
the  original  deeds  thereof. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  ask  of  the 
committee  the  reason  for  removing  tho  e  restric- 
tions. They  were  undoubtedly  placed  there  for 
food  and  substantial  reasons,  and  1  shall  be  glad 
efore  I  vote  on  a  matter  as  important  as  tins  to 
know  wh  y  the  restrictions  imposed  by  law  should 
ne  removed.  Certainly  without  an  explanation  I 
will  not  vote  for  this  measure,  and  we  should  have 
.some  reason  why  the  committee  have  come  to  this 
conclusion. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  restrictions  limited 
the  height  of  the  buildings  and  of  the  stories  of 
buildings  on  South  Market  street.  They  were  de- 
sirable at  the  time  in  order  that  thet  e  should  be 
uniformity  in  the  block.  They  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  building  very  high  in  those  days,  and  it 
was  thought,  I  supijose,  that  they  would  get  a 
uniform  block  as  high  as  they  thought  of  building 
at  that  time.  Now,  it  becomes  desirable  to  erect 
higher  buildings  according  to  our  modern  require- 
ments, and  some  of  the  parties  wish  to  be  released 
from  those  restrictions  in  order  to  build  higher 
stories  accordihg  to  modern  custom.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  oojection  that  anvbody  would  be 
injured  by  the  plan. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  not  been  able,  on 
account  of  the  noise  in  the  rea.'  of  the  room,  to 
hear  what  the  gentleman  has  said.  If  the  Presi- 
dent will  be  kind  enough  'to  call  the  Council  to 
order,  I  shall  be  able  to  understand.  If  I  under- 
stand it,  the  restrictions  were  that  there  should 
be  uniform  buildings.  That  is  all  I  can  under- 
stand, and  if  that  is  all  it  seems  to  me  that  is  no 
good  reason.  Will  my  friend  from  Ward  6  be  so 
good  as  to  explain  what  were  the  legal  restric- 
tions contained  in  the  deed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  estates  there  were 
sold  subject  to  restrictions  determining  the  height 
of  the  various  stories,  as  I  recollect  —  though 
I  cannot  remember  them  in  full  —  determined 
the  height  of  the  various  stories,  the  first  to  be 
so  much,  the  second  so  much,  the  third 
so  much,  and  perhaps  it  ijrovided  that  the 
building  should  not  be  more  than  three  stories 
high,  out  I  am  not  sure  of  that.  Now 
they  wish  to  rebuild  some  of  those  stories.  Of 
course  in  a  modern  building  they  do  not  wish  to 
make  the  stories  of  the  same  height  as  they  were 
built  forty  years  ago.  They  desire  to  build  high- 
er, and  I  believe  .some  of  the  parties  have  gone  on 
and  built  disregarding  the  restrictions.  The  com- 
mittee, not  seeing  how  anybody  could  be  injured, 
have  recommended  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  very  much  obliged  to 
the  gentleman,  and  I  hope  he  will  excuse  me  for 
asking  the  question ;  there  was  no  other  means  of 
getting  the  information.  I  think  the  determina- 
tion of   the  committee   is  a  wise  one   and   it   will 


Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—1  have  been  re- 
quested to  offer  an  amendment  as  follows:  Insert 
after  the  words  "in  this  city"  the  words  "and  the 
N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran  Corps,  No. 
1."  I  have  no  practical  knowledge  whatever 
of  the  effect  of  this  order,  nor  do  I 
know  anything  practically  about  the  N.  P. 
Banks  Army  and  Navy  Corps.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to' inform  myself  since  I  came  he.'e  to- 
night, it  is  an  organization  similar  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  this  money  would  be 
expended  in  a  manner  similar  to  that.  I 
presume  there  are  gentlemen  present  who 
know     more     about     the     corps     than     I    do. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— This  organization  is  lo- 
cated in  the  Charhstown  District,  and  while  it 
differs  in  name  somewhat  from  the  Grand  Aritiy 
of  the  republic,  I  presume  it  is  substantially  the 
same  thing,  it  has  been  recognized  by  the  City 
Government  of  Cliarlestown,  last  year  and  the 
year  before,  and  when  appropriations  have  been 
made  for  tne  purposes  of  Decoration  Day,  this  or-, 
ganization  has  been  remembered. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20-  This  post  is  composed  of 
about  two  hundred  mernbers,  all  soldiers  anu 
sailors  honorably  discharged  from  service  .  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  It  was  organized  about  two 
years  ago,  and  has  received  the  same  appropria- 
tion and  used  it  in  the  same  way  as  Post  11  did. 
So  far  as  I  know  the  orgariization  is  similar  to  the 
Grand  Army,  aJthough  it  does  not  have  the  same 
name ;  but  tor  charitable  and  other  purposes  it  is 
the  same. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  22—1  woidd  say  simply  a  word 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  The  charter  members 
applied  for  a  charter  as  a  post  of  the  Grand 
Army,  but  at  that  time  it  was  considered  that 
the  post  then  existing  within  the  limits  of 
Clialestown  was  sufficient  for  that  district 
and  for  that  reason  onlv  the  projaosition  was 
declined.  The  object  that  they  have  in  view 
and  their  course  of  proceeding  during  the  year 
are  essentially  the  same  as  tno~e  of  the  poets 
of  the  Grand  Army.  After  talking  with  va- 
rious members  of  the  Grand  Army  organization, 
I  have  reasoa  to  believe  that  it  is  the  general  feel- 
ing among  them  that  it  would  be  very  proper  to 
recognize  them  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Grand 
Aruiy  are  recognized,  and  in  the  district  which  I 
repres^ent  there  is  a  very  general  hope  expressed 
that  the  City  Government  will  include  this  organ- 
ization. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  orders  fixing  the  salary  of  each  of 
the  Registrars  of  Voters  at  $2500  per  annum;  and 
of  the  Assistant-Registrars  at  $4  per  day  of  actual 
service,  not  exceeding  twf  nty-flve  days. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  orders  a  second 
reading:. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  section  four  of  the  act 
pa'sed  by  the  Legislature  and  to  ask  the  opinion 
of  the  legal  gentlemen  of  the  Council  as  to  the 
propriety  of  adapting  the  amendment  offered  iu 
the  Board  of  Aldennen,  which  provides  that 
those  assistant-registrars  shall  not  be  employ- 
ed for  more  than  twenty-five  days.  The  act 
provides  that  they  shall  be  "appointed  between  the 
first  day  of  May  and  October  and  shall  hold  office 
for  the  remainder  of  the  municipal  year.  I  wish 
to  know  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legal  gen- 
tleman, this  is  a  proper  amendment  to  be  adopted, 
after  we  have  accepted  the  act  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— When  thi'i  subject  came 
before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  they  took 
special  pains  to  ascertain  what  the  duties  of  the 
registrars  and  assistant-regi-trars  would  be. 
We  found  that  it  had  been  necessary  to  emidoy 
assistants  heretofore ;  that  in  some  oi'  the  wards 
two  or  three  had  been  employed  shortly  before 
elections,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  City  Clerk  in 
the  discharge  of  these  duties.  I  should  be 
of  opinion,  from  the  information  that  we  then  ol)- 
tavned,  that  twfnty-five  days  woiill  be  a  liberal 
time  for  thee  assistant-registrars  in  which  to  dis- 
charge their  special  duties.  I  think  that  is  rather 
longer  than  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  employ 
•assistants,  although  perhaps  the  number,  in  sonic 
instances, would  be  larger  in  a  ward  than  would  be 
found  necessary  now.  This  number  of  days  does 
not  necessarily  mean  that  they  shall  be  em- 
ployed for  so  niany  consecutive  (lays  after  their 
appointment;  it  was  supjwsed  that  as  they  ac- 
quired some  skill  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties, 
they  would  be  employed  in  mfferent  wards  at 
different  times — in  other  words,  that  the  dulios 
they  would  discharge  would  be  such  as  would  uu- 
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canst)  improveTnent  in  tho  buildings;  ami  that  bc- 
inK  the  (-aRC,  I  shall  vote  in  f  ivor  of  the  order. 

'Hie  order  was  ));>,wed. 

Order  diroetinK  the  tian^ for  to  the  Cii.v  SQliii- 
toi's  oHice  of  the  set  of  Massachiisotta  K'poi'ts 
received  from  tlie  town  of  Doi'';hester,  and  au- 
bhorizi.i}!;  a  supply  to  he  made  of  all  volumes 
necessa;-y  to  lorm  a  complete  set.  Read  twice 
and  pii5  e.1,  in  eoncurnuice. 

Ordor  auihoiiziiif;  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  free  puhlie  bathiiij!;-hous-;eR,  at  noc  exceeiiinfj; 
^18,000;  and  the  employment  of  necessary  as^^itt- 
anoe  for  the  care  of  the  same,  at  r.oS  exceeding: 
f 22, 000. 

•  The  oi-d'T  hating-  been  read  once  — 
-  Mr.  Whiston  of  "Warl  8said— I  move  that  tho, 
rule  be  suspended,  in  order  Ihat  the  order  may 
take  its  second  reading  tliis  evening.  The  object 
of  doing  s-o  is  that  the  men  may  get  their  pay  to- 
morrow. 

The  rnle  was  suspended  au<i  the  order  read  a 
second  time  ami  past-ed. 

Order  granting,  permission  to  ihu  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Com  any  to  tiie  salutes  o;i 
the  Common  on  the  1  t  of  June.  Read  twice  vnxiX. 
passed,  in  concurreiVce. 

(hilci-  to  allow  .T,nd  pay  to  each  post  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  located  in  lioston,  lu'e  sum  of  $200  towards  the 
expenses  of  Decoratio.i  Day. 

able}  them  lo  do  fully  what  it  was  intended  for 
them  to  accomplish.  1  should  tee  ir.cliiied  to 
think,  taking  these  co:isiderations  into  view,  that 
this  amendment  would  not  be  oljeccioi.able.  It 
it  should  be  fourd  herenf  ier  that  the  number  of 
days  is  too  short,  it  could  be  lengthened. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  siiould  be  iucliued  to 
question  the  statement  of  my  worthy  f.iend  in  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  assistants  heretofore 
employed  by  the  ( ity  Clerk.  1  have  had,  in 
years  past,  a  great  deal  to  do  with,  the  office 
bfthe  City  Clerfe,  and  I  never  yet  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  that  any  assistance  ha,s 
been  renrlered  to  him  by  apjlointees  upon  fie 
board'.  I  think  my  friend  is  mistaken.  It  is  ^m^ 
tirely  new  to  me.'  I  have  had  something  to  do 
with  the  registration  of  voters  in  \\\y  individual 
capacity,  but  I  never  yet  learned  that  there  was 
any  such  appointee  f.om  any  ward.  The  City  Clerk 
has  had  the  assistance  of  able  parties,  buf, 
thry  are  employed  annually  in  his  own  office,  and 
l.have  never  yet  seen  or  heard  it  iuiimated  thai; 
he  receive!  ass-istance  in  words  from  any  one 
appohited  by  him  specially  tor  that  purpose. 
Now,  I  think  this  amendment  is  entirely  in 
discord  with  the  act  pa  sed  by  the  Legis- 
lature; 'it  certainly  is  in  substance,  if  nov 
in  fact.  1  can  hardly  conceive  how  th  j 
Board  of  Aldermen  can  have  assumed  or  should 
have  assumed  any  such  riirht  or  prerogative  as 
that  indicated  in  thi-^  ameiKiment.  It  is  certaiidy 
in  contravention  of  the  law  itself,  and  I  think  my 
friend  from  Wai'd  12  has  not  examined  it  witii 
his  ordinaiy  sagaciiy  and  skill.  If  he  had,  I 
think  he  would  have  come  to  a  different  conr 
elusion.  I  had  something  to  do  with  the  fram- 
ing of  the  act.  1  invettigated  ic  with  ^onle  con- 
siderable care,  and  I  differed  from  the  advocates 
of  it,  believing  it  to  be  unnecessaiy  to  emisloy 
three  persons  for  the  purpose  named ;  but  it  hav- 
ing been  conceived  prober  by  the  committee  I 
voted  for  it.  I  believe  it  wiU  cause  an  unneces- 
sary expenditure  and  have  said  so  before— an  ex- 
pense oi  .'i{i25,000  per  annum  for  the  labor  of  thore 
persons — but  it  has  become  the  law  of  the  Conir 
monwealtb.  I  have  yet  to  leain  by  what  right  the 
other  branch  has  assunu'd  to  dictate  tliat  no 
mo:e  than  twenty-five  days  shall  be  consumed 
by  the  a^si  tant  registrars.  I  thmk  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has  made  a  substantial  point. 
If  the  law  is  lo  be  carried  out,  it  should  be  done  in 
its  entn'ety  and  not  be  abridged  or  (  ontravencd  m 
any  sen  eof  the  word  Iiy  the  Ci;y  (Tovernmci  U 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  i-;  a  matLer  wiiich  we  ought 
to  co'.isider  well  before  we  finally  conclude  that  it 
should  be  changed  '.,y  the  City  Couiicil. 

Mr.  JJean  of  Ward  12^—1  do  not  see  any  legal  ob- 
jection and  1  do  not  quite  understand  the  point, 
unless  it  may  be  that  io  coutraveues  the;  e  lines, 
"And  shall  hold  office  for  the  remainder  of  the. 
municipal  year,  niiless  sooner  dischprged  by  the 
registrais.  '  Now  they  may  hold  office  all  the 
year,  but  the  'lucsiion  here  is.  What  pay  shall 
they  get?  For  how  nuiny  days  sholl  th(!y 
be  paid?  That  is  the  question.  And  certainly 
from  the  infonnatiDn  that  cam<^  to  the 
C(unmitte!i  on  Ordinances,  derived  from  the 
City  Clerk — who  spent  much  time  with  us, 
brought     all     the     records     and     showed     the 


amount  of  labor  that  it  took  to  accom- 
plish th^fpurpqise,  described  the  nocessity  for 
these  assistants,  the  employment  of  theih  in  par- 
ticular ward-,  and  their  being  requised  only  a 
sbort  tlm»  before  the  «jlection,  I  should  certainly 
s»ay  that  twt  nty-five  days" would  be  a  vei-y  liherai 
time.  You  might,  perhaps,  limit  the  nuudier 
of  assi.'-tants  ard  then  .  spread  .  them  over 
a  larger  period  cf  time ;  but  the  work  is  to 
be  done  "n»'cessardy  in  a  comparatively  short 
time.  1  think  that  heretofore  the  emj  ibyuient 
ol'  such  assistants  has  occurred;  that  they  werQ 
sent  to  different  wards  for  the  benefit  of  the  ciri- 
zens  residing  vhere,  to  fac/litate  t)ie  regi  tration 
of  votes,  ;;nd  the  longest  time  spent  in  any  partic- 
ular w.ud  was  about  twelve  days.  1  do  not  fc-ee 
any  legal  objecticn  in  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  time  is. ample. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  opposed  to  ihe  pas- 
sage of.  the  order  toijjght.  One  reason  is,  that  the 
act  provides  that,  the  Mayo/  shall  nominate,  and 
th^i  Board  of  AJ.lcrmeu  coafinn,  ohe  registrars. 
Now,  wc  are  called  upon  to  pass  upo.i  their  s  alary,, 
and  before  we  <lo  so  x  think  we  ihould  know  who 
the  Alayor  p^oj  oses  to  suLmit  to  the  Tioard  of 
Aldenneri  foi  the  position.  Iiasmiich  as  the 
Council  has  no  voice  in  coiifirmii.g  those  appoint- 
ments, we  should  certainly  know  who  the  men 
are.  !i'herefoire  1  mov.e  that  the  order  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Dqan  of  Ward  12 — T  do  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  laying  of  the  order  upon  the  table,  becausie. 
when  any  matter  is  to  be  investigated  1  think  the 
Council  should  take,  time  for  the  puipo  e.  I  rcr. 
gret,  rny.elt,  that  the  act  provides  that  the  ap- 
pointment shall  be  by  the  Mayor  and  AMermeu,; 
because  I  think  the  Council  should  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  it.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to, 
have  standing  vnstructiouo  to  the  Committee  on 
Leg'  lative  Matters,  that,  hereafter,' when  anj;- 
thing  is  to  l.e..doiie  by  the  Ci'.;y  Government,  it 
shall  be  done  by  both  branches  unless  there  ar^ 
previous  instructions  to  the  coi.traiy. 

Mj-.  Shaw  ()f  Waril  5—1  am  glad  to  hear  the  r.e-, 
marks  of  my  friend  frum  vv  ard  .  12,  because  I: 
think  I  hoy  are  right.  Now,  I  wish  to  call  aticn- 
tioii  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  .act,  that  the  reg- 
i-irjars  have  supreme  control,  and  ihat  neither  the 
liuard  of  AlJermen,  nor  we,  as  the  coordinate 
branch,  nave  power  to  restrict  or  compel  the  as-f 
sistant-iegLtrars  to  serve  only  tvveuty-iive 
days.  The  l.-vngii^ge  is  plain.  Have  we  the 
right  to  dictai,e  to  the  registrais  bow  loiij^ 
they  shall  hold  these  assistants?  Ihe  f  ct  is  posi- 
tive ;  there  is  no  qualification  to  it — positive  as  the 
English  langu-^ge  can  make  it.  That  is  my  point. 
I  have  no  objection  to  tlie  order  lying  upon  the 
tabl3.  No  master  as  important  as  thJi  to  the  in- 
terc-it  of  the  people  shoul.l  be  passed  upon  in  one 
branch  of  ihe  City  (iovernment  only;  no  one 
branch  shoulJ  be  allowed  to  say  Vvh'Jther  or  not 
this  matter  .shall  be  accepted  or  otherwi.-  e : 
lo  say  v.ho  thoid  l  or  who  shoulJ  not  he  appointee! 
registrars.  It  should  be  by  concurrent  vute  of  tie 
tvso  branches,  as  in  a  democratic  government 
the  government  should  tot  lie  restricted  to  one 
branch  when  there  is  a  coordinate  body  provided 
for  precisely  such  cases  as  this.  But 
I  will  repeat  the  proposition  ,th:it  no  onti 
branch  has  a  right  to  restrict  the  regis- 
trars in  the  peifonnance  of  their  duties. 

Mr.  Ijeimy  of  Ward  0— I  hr.ve  i:o  obicction  to  the 
orders  lying  upon  the  table,  but  I  do  object  to  the 
point  raised  by  the  geml'  man  fiom  Ward  0  in 
regard  to  passing  upon  salaries  before  we  know 
wlio  ihe  Mayor  will  nominate  for  registiars.  That 
would  be  (outrary  to  custom  and  pri.'cedeut.  Hov/ 
can  we  expect  to  know  who  the  appoiiilee>s  are  to 
be?  Suppose  the  appointments  are  jnade  aijil 
we  should  fix  the  srdary  at  §f)00  a  yeai;,  could 
it  be  expected  that  good  men  would  take  the  offioe 
at  that  prici?  We  fix  salaries  in  accordance  with 
the  duties  to  be  peiformed  ;  we  do  not  regulate 
salarie"  by  the  character  of  the  njen,  but  for  tho 
value  of  their  services  to  the  city.  Afl.^r  the  salr 
ary  is  fixed  the  api:ointmeiat  will  be  made  accords 
ing  to  the  disci eiion  of  the  Mayor.  There  are  al-  , 
ways  two  sides  to  a,  ba:gain.  Ihe  city  fixes  the 
salary  and  the  men  ac'cept  the  position. 

Mr.  I  ease  cf  Ward  1— Th.s  matter  seems  per- 
fectly plain  to  me,  notwithstaiding  the  objection 
of  the  genlhiiiian  from  Ward  D.  The  act  specially 
says  that  they  shall  receive  such  compensation  as 
the  City  <,  ouiicd  shall  from  time  to  time  deter- 
mine. The  aiueiidment  proposes  that  they  shall 
be  paid  for  not  more  than  twenty-five  days'^  sor- 
vice.i   ,,  ■  .      ,  '        , 

Mr,  rjafiey  of  Wair.d  20--I  would  ingiUire  if  it  has 
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been  ihe  custom  for  the  Ma\  or  to  notify  mem- 
ben;  of  the  City  Govemment'whoin  he  shall  ap- 
poiut  to  the  v.iiious  coiiimi.ssioEs?  Jf  it  is,  why 
does  he  Dot  do  it  in  this  case?  If  not,  I  should 
like  to  know  the  reason  of  the  objection.  The 
Mayor  never  noLilied  uie  whom  he  should  aiipoint. 
If  he  consults  one, member  why  does  he  i.ot  con- 
sult another? 

The  I'resitlent— There  is  no  rule  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  I>acey  of  Ward  20— What  has  been  the  prac- 
tice ? 

The  President — Tlie  Chair  is  not  informed  as  to 
the  estal  Ished  practice. 

The  oj-ders  w>  re  bud  upon  the  table  by  a  rising 
vote — 44  for,  H  again;- 1. 

Tlieordir  coneeruing  the  keeping  open  forever 
ctf  the  city  lot  between  Colunibus  avenue,  Eliot 
and  rieasaut  streets,  as  a  public  ground,  came 
down  amended,  by  striking  out  "forever,"  and  ii:- 
scriing  "lor  that  purpose,  or  as  a  jiart  of  tlie  jndj- 
lic  hignvvay."    The  Coui.cil  concurred. 

Order,  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  sign  ;;n  agree- 
ment with  Uavi-  &  W;dker  in  icference  to  drain- 
ing ii^to  Stony  Brook.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

•     /  UNFINISHED  nrSlNESS. 

Orjlers  authorizing  expenditures  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  (.Trouiuls,  not  ex- 
ceeding *i2<>0(),  for  the  improvement  of  lJlaeks^one 
and  Franklin  i-quaves ;  not  exceeding  .'J;iO,i)00,  for 
labor,  loam  and  the  imiirovement  of  Wasliington 
park;  not.  exceeding  $10,000,  for  laborers,  and 
keeping  in  good  conditioj  the  Common,  Public 
dardpn,  and  other  puldic  grounds  not  otherwise 
pipvuled  for;  not  ext ceding  .flOOO,  for  tools,  mow- 
ing macliincs  and  rei)aiiing  the  same,  for  the 
Coinu)o,n  and  oth  m-  public  grounds ;  not  exceeding 
4f^(|00,  for  water  and  watering  the  streets  around 
the  pull  c  grounds;  not  exceeding  $2000,  for  hir- 
ing teains  for  woik  on  public  grounds;  not  ex- 
ceeding #700,  for  the  purchase  of  loam  for  thepiib- 
Tu!  grounds,  not  otlierwise  proviiled  for;  not  ex- 
ce(;ding  .S.WOO,  foi'  the  purcliase  of  red  gravel,  for 
paths  on  piiblic  ground:  ;  not  exceeding  S"200,  for 
manure  to  be  .used  on  the  Common  and  public 
gr'junds;  not  exceeding  $2500,  for  trees,  shrubs, 
gi-as&,  and  other  sHjcib-  for  public  grounds ;  not  ex- 
ceeding $800,  for  <!onstiucting  a  rustic  arbor  on 
Pjublic  Garden;  aulhorizi-ig  contracts  for  the  care 
of.the. public  grou^ids  and  tiees  in  the  streets  of 
Eaist  Bo.  ton,  at  npt  exceeding  fuOO,  and  for  the 
careofi'lackstone,  t"riuiklin,  Worce  ter  and  Low- 
ejl  squares  and  Union  park,  at  not  exceeding 
$1050.-  Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

,Mr-.Daceyof  Ward  .20 — In  reatling  over  these 
orders  I  And  there  is  no  appiopriation  made  for 
C^iailestown.  1  wish  to  know  if  there  is  any  in- 
tention to  speiid  money  in  that  district,  a,i^  it  wmild 
easei  niy  mind  greatly."  A  gentleman  here  informs 
me  tli}it  it'w  as  an  oversight  of  the  committee,  who 
do  not  intend  to  slight  the  Bunker-Hill  District, 
but  will  make  it  up  by  making  a  double  allowance 
when  Uiey  come  to  that  point. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  sum  of  $1500  to 
be  expended  in  completion  of  the  contract  for  re- 
jiriniiugaud  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  Council.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

t)rders  authorizing  the  Roxbury  High  School 
Building  to  be  altered  and  enlarge:  I, "at  an  estimat- 
ed cost. of  $30,000,  an<l  authorizing  the  erection  of 
a  pi-imary  schoolliouse  on  (Juiucy  street.  Ward  14, 
at  £^n  estimated  to.  t  of  $50,000.  "Severally  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
ill  the  vicinity  of  Dartmouth  stieet,  and  the  erec- 
tion thereon  of  an  engine  house  for  Fngine  Twen- 
ty-two, at  an  estimated  cost,  for  land  and  build- 
ing, of  $40,000. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  AVaid  16—1  move  that  this  order 
and  the  two  wbich  follow  it  on  the  programme  be 
ref en  ed  to  the  Committee  on  the  l<ire  Depait- 
111^)1 1. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— Last  Thursday  evening, 
when  thofjc  last  iwo  orders  were  offered  by 
the  Comuiittee  on  Public  Buildings,  I  was  sur- 
pri.^ed,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  was  curious  to  know  by  what  authori- 
ty they  came  from  that  committee.  On  looking 
over  ihe  records  of  the  Fire  Commissioners 
since  then,  1  tind  that  on  the  20th  of  April, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  they  wrote  a  letter  to 
1  hcCommittce  on  Public  Buildings  requesting  them 
to  locate  this  engine  house  on  'Dartmouth  street. 
At  half-jiast  two  o'clock  on  that  day,  the  Joint 
'-'Ommittee  on  Fire  Department  werein  session  in 
the  office  of  the  Fire  C^mimi-sioners,  and  had  ap- 
pointed two  t-ub- committees  to  locate  two  oilier  . 
engine    houses,    the   one  near   Dover  street  and 


the  oiher  in  the  vicinity  of  Fulton  and 
Commercial  streets.  Of  course  this  letter, 
written  at  a  time  when  they  knew  that 
wc  had  appointed  those  sub-commictees,  looks  to 
me  like  an  under-handed  procetding  on  the  jiart 
of  the  Commission,  and  an  intention  to  shghttlie 
committee  with  which  they  weie  working.  Jn 
looking  over  their  records  today  I  tind  there  is  no 
record  of  any  vote  authorizing  any  one  to  write 
this  letter.  1  do  not  know  what  it  means.  Nobody 
seems  to  be  responsible  for  it,  and  it  was  sent 
by  only  one  of  the  CommiL-sion.  The  ordi- 
nance regulating  the  Commission  only  gives  slight 
powers  to  tlie  committee.  One  of  the  commis- 
sioners wrote  a  letter  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  asking  tliem  to  locate  tlie  liouse,  and 
I  cannot  see  why  be  afterwards  gave  the  power  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  he 
does  not  know  bow  to  explain  it.  The  courte- 
ous Chairman  of  the  committee  has  been 
kind  enough  to  refer  the  orders  to  our, 
committee,  iiut  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  explain  the  position  of  the  committee 
on  Fire  Department  in  tonnectiou  with  the  com- 
mission. We  have  endeavored  to  work  harmo- 
niously with  them,  but  the  course  they  pursued 
last  Thursday,  afier  tlie  committee  adjourn- 
ed is  something  not  very  satisfactory,  to  say  the 
least.  , 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  J'ire 
Department,  as  were  ako  the  tuo  followiig: 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
near  Dover  street,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  an 
engine  house  for  Engine  No.  3,  at  an  estimated 
cotjt,  for  land  and  building,  of  $45,000. 

Order  authoiiztng  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets, 
and  the  erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house,  at  an- 
estimated  cost,  for  land  and  buibiing,  of  $45,000. 

Order  authorizing  an  addition  to  be  built  to  the 
Public  Libraiy  Building,  to  accommodate  the  De- 
partment of  Patents;  the  estimated  cost  thereof 
being  $30,000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  occui-ieil  by  Company  K,  Nintb  Regiment, 
M.  V.M.,  in  Third  :.treet;  and  to  allow  $SCO  per 
annum,  for  rent  of  armoiy  for  said  company,  at. 
143  Broadway,  and  authorizing  not  exceeding  $250 
to  be  exisended  in  furnishing  armory  of  said  coiu- 
pai:y;  and  authoiiziiig  not  exceeding  $500  to  be 
exiiended  in  fitting  up  the  aniiory  of  Company  C, 
First  Battalion  ot  C  avalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  of 
High  and  Pearl  streets,  Chiulestowu. 

Severally  passed — yeas  6a,  nays  1.  i 

Order  authorizing  i^oc  exceeding  $150  to  be  ex-. 
pen<led  in  furnishing  annory  of  Company  F.,  First, 
llegiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  War- 
ren and  Palmer  streets. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Committee  on  Aronoiies  for  what  this  $150  is 
to  1  e  used.  , 

Ml'-  Pray  of  Ward  21—1  would  state  .for  the  in- . 
formation  of  the  gentleman  and  the  Council  that 
last  yeai  the"  e  weie  some  lepairs  made  upon  the 
armory, !-  ut  not  enough  to  put  it  in  :  uch  a  condi- 
tion as  the  company  de.-  ired  to  have  it,  or  in  a  con- 
dition that  it  wonld  be  suitable  for  an  armory. 
This  year  some :  eats  have  been  jdaced  in  the  rooiii, 
and  theie  has  been  some  i>auitiiig,  with  other  im- 
provements, at  an  expense  of  $150,  which  the  com-  . 
mittee  deemed  very  :slight. 

Mr.  Page  of  W^ard  9— I  had  the  lionor  last  year 
to  be  uiK>n  this  oominittee.  and  was  one  of  a  suJi- 
eonuuittee  to  attend  to  tiie  fitting  up  of  this  par- 
ticular armoiy.  I  eutleavored  to  post  myself  upon 
this  matter  today,  but  was])reventeil  by  apressure 
of  other  important  business.  The  company 
moved  into  a  new  budding  on  the  corner  of 
Warreu  and  Palmer  streets;  tlie  armory  was  fitted 
up  in  pel  feet  shape,  in  my  jmlguienC  and  in  the 
judgmentof  the  couimictee,  at  tha*  time.  The  only 
])arc  Icfc  unfinished  was  the  putting  of  •  seats 
around  the  hall,  and  there  was  a  balance  of  the 
appropriation — about  $150,  I  do  not  remember  the 
exact  amount,  as  it  was  some  time  ago.  The 
company  were  very  anxious  that  they  should 
have  seats  ariaiiged  around  the  hall  .suitable 
for  dancing.  1  did  not  tliuili  it  necessary 
to  be  dione;  settees  woulil  be  .sufficient.  But 
they  wished  ti>  liave  the  seats  sbeath6<l  u]) 
around  the  plattorm,  and  were  wiULng  to  pay 
the  diU'creuce  lietween  the  cost  of  the  setlees  anil 
seats  arranged  in  that  niaiuier.  1  tobl  them  that,  >o 
far  as  I  was  concerned,  1  h:i(l  no  olijection  to  their 
paying  tlie  ditteiencc  it  they  projxi-ed  to.  but  1 
was  not(iuito  certain  that  tlio  auiount  of  tlie  ap- 
pioiuiatioii  was  sutScient  to  purolia..«c  lliosc  seats. 
If   llicy   ha>e  gone   tc   work   and   exieudi'd   two 
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or  three  hundreil  dollnr?,  ?o  thnt  tlioy  havp  had  to 
oall  for  an  ai)i)roiiriation  of  .*1f50  for'iiii'nting  and 
pnttuig  in  thos*-  >eat-,  I  think  it  is  not  jironer  that 
th  ■  cit5'  shonl  1  pay  it.  I  slionl'l  oljjcct  to  "the  city 
fitting  np  a  bnildiiig  lo  ho  used  for  a  purpose  otl)er 
tTian  an  armory,  and  that  1  think  has  been  done  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— ft  seems  to  me  tliflt  the 
commander  of  the  (company  is  the  bpgt  judge  of 
w/iat  th"y  want  in  thfir  armory.  From  the  {!;en- 
tleman's  own  Corfpssion  tliat  S'lSO  Avere  left  over 
from  last  year,  1  think  their  rtniin  is  .iusi,  ai.d  the 
Committee  on  Aimories  think  it  shor.l;!  le  si  ent 
this  year  for  thit  i)tirpo.''e.  I  believe  in  takii' j;  tlie 
jnd^ment  of  the  eoirtmittee.  It  is  a  Very  small  ap- 
projjrintion  to  make  for  the  compar  y. 

Mr.  I'age  of  Ward  D— 1  do  )iV)t  know  what  the 
committee  of  this  year  thon's^ht  it  was  necessary 
to  be  done,  but  my  experier.ce  with  militia  compa- 
nies has  been  that  they  lliii;k  eve,  ythin;^  is  neces- 
sfti-y  that  will  bpantify  their  rooms.  I  do  rot 
know  but  that  it  is  all  very  well,  to  far  as  the 
cost;  but  When  you  lit  r.p  an  artnovy  you  do 
one  thing;,  and  when  you  decorate  a  hnll  for  danc- ' 
irg  you  do  somethinfr  else.  The  tnilli*ia  laws  of 
Ma.?sachusetts  have  been  chivnged,  so  that  ar- 
mories shall  be  used  for  no  other  purpof e, 
and  that,  in  nT>-  judgment,  has  tiren  the 
thing  least  tbouglit  of  in  fitting  up  armories; 
At*  it^ast  that  is  my  experience.  Tliis  luil'i- 
iiig,  when  they  moved  into  it,  was  new  from  top 
to  bottom;  the  landlord  Jitted  it  nn  in  pe.fect 
shipe.  I  have  beerl  trying  to  find  fiomtheliles 
of  last  year  what  the' appropriation  for  it  was,  V>iit ' 
have  not  l?een  ablR  to.  There  was  a  coh  iderable 
amount  left  fiom  the  apT)iopfiation  to  put  iii  sub- 
stantial seats,  good  citottgn  to  bb  u?ed  in  any 
armory.  1 '  do  not  belie^re  in  putting  in  seats  with 
sheathed,  backs  to  be  used  for  the I'mrposes  of  an' 
armory.  If  It  is  iiecesFary  to  do  that  i  will  witli-, 
draw  all  objection.  ''  ■  '  '  ''-         ■    ,   '  '  '  ' 

■The  order  was  passte-tlf— y^as  44.  nays'^1 ,  as  f til- i 
lows:  •  ■  ' 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  :AdattiS,  ITcJil,  Bent, . 
Bleiler,  Boardman,'  Brackett;  ISurditt,  Biirge.«F, ' 
BUller,  Cawiey,  Collins,  '^owlfr,  Cudwor'thV 
Ottsbman,  Daeey,  Day,  Denny,  Flatley,  Flynn, 
Goldthwait,  (iordoii,  frick<*,  Jernings,  lient,' 
Leach,  Long,  McCarty,  IMoley,  MOorey,  JToyes," 
Pease,  Pray,  Hhaw,  Sibley,  Svveat,  Thachrr,  Traiii, 
Walbridge,  Wan-eh,  West,  Weston,  Whiston,. 
Wo()d\\ard — 44.     ■  .  ■  ^ 

Nays — Messrs.    Barry,    Browfr,   Crocker,   Dear;- 
Fuller,  nine,  Huhnewell,  K^nball,  Loiing,  Minot, 
Page,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Powers,  Inxiiiam,  tins:  ell. 
Smith,  Sptague,  SVieetsfir, N.'  S.  Wjlbur,'  Woods— 

.  THE   BUBltlLL  CJU-\IM.    '\  .'. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward- 13,  th©  Cowncil 
took  up  the  special  assignment,  being  the  pream-- 
ble  and  order  to  allow  and  pay  to  Heiu'y  W.  Paivie, 
assignee  of  Charles  Burrill,  $40,000,  in  conformitv  • 
to  the  order  of  Sept.  12r  1870.  .    "  • 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  secoBfd  • 
reading.  ■    ' 

Mr.  !  rain  of  Ward  13 — It  may  be  out  of  place  to 
make  any  remarks  upon  this  s.ulije<'t,  and  the  i-wa^- 
son    I  rise    now   is  merely  to  mfike    a   bri<  f  ex-  "• 
planation    of    this   order.      In    the  first  place  'I 
would    disclaim    the   idea   that     it     came     from 
the    Committee    on   Claims;    they   have  nothing 
to     do     with    it    whatever.      It"   w:w    put  into* 
my    hands   to    offer,  and  I    offei'ed   without   any  ' 
consultS^tion.-   On  lookina;  it  over  I  find  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  go  into  the  details    of  the  Burrill  • 
claim,  but  it  is  nei  es^ary  for  this  Council  to  pass  • 
upon  the  order,    which    is    to    appropriaie   the 
sum  of  .i(i4C,000   to    take    the  place  of  the  sum  ap- ■ 
propriated    in    1870   for   the   same    purpo  e.      It 
seems  that  there  was  an  order  passeit  on  (lie  12th  ^ 
of   September,    1870,    that   the   e.itv  pay  Mr.  Bur- 
rill   or    his    assit-jnee    .$40,000,    and     before    that 
))ayment   WhS   rnade    an    injunction  was    is?uedj 
Subsequent  to  that  the  mattei-  was  carried  to  the 
General  Court,  and   autlioiity  Was  there  tiiveu  l;o 
the  city  to  pay  this  amount  to  Mr.  Bun  ill.    The 
matter  has  res'tcd  in  that  way  till  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Burrill  has  called  upon  l;he  City  Treasurer,  and 
is  there  informed  that  bis  money  "has  boon  appro- 
lirjated  in  some  other  way.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
now  sim]dy  our  busiiiess  toplace  this  runi  in  sucli  a 
position  that  he  can  receive  his  moiiej'.    All  that 
this  Council  has  to  act  upon  toniuht,  as'it  fcems  to 
mo,  is    to  say  whether  they  will    aiiproprintc   the 
money  or  whether  they  will    not.    I  do  not  advo- 
cate the  claim  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Warii  6—1  differ  from  the  gciitlo- 


nian  who  la't  spoke  in  the  opinion  that  the  Biirrfll 
claim  stands  as  it  did  in  1871,  after  the  General 
Couit  had  interfered  in  a  matter  which  wa« 
then  pending  before  a  judicial  tribunal, 
and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  was  improner  and 
unconstitutional.  In  1871  it  came  again  after 
it  left  the  General  Court,  and  payment  was 
refused.  In  1872  the  order  came  before tlii«  Coun- 
cil ati-ain  to  pay  him  .«40,000,  and  a  second  time 
this  Conncll  refused  to  pay  him.  In  1873,  the 
order  came  ap;ain  to  pay  Mr.  Bun  ill  $40,000, 
and  during  that  year  I  find  by  reference  to 
the  journal  that  "it  waS  left  lying  upon  the 
table.  A\Tien  this  order  came,  in  these  years  1«72, 
1873,  before  the  Council,  it  was  refeired  to  thC 
Committee  on  Claims,  who  pre- ented  several  re- 
ports, r.ot  simi  ly  a  majoiity  and  mil  ority,  but,  if 
I  remember  righ.ly,  in  one  year  theie  were  four  re- 
port-. Only  oi;e  member  of'the  committ'e  voted  to 
l)ay  Mr.  Burrill  !j?40,()00.  'I  h"  simple  question  before 
this  Council  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  whether  it 
will  appropriate  $40,000  to  take  the  place  of  840.- 
000  that  were  formerly  appiopriate<l  for  a  specific 
object  and  have  been  otherwii^e  u.sed.  It  eeetns  to 
me  that  it  is  wholly  a  new  quest'on — whether 
we  shall  p.ay  Jlr.  Xluirill  .§40,000  or  any  other 
sum.  At  all  events  the  previoas  Councils, 
in  1871  and  1872,  and  the  Committee  on 
Claims  viewed  it  in  a  diffeient  light.  They  have 
viewed  it  thus :  That  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
di^l  not  revive  and  give  validity  to  the  order 
liassed  in  1870,  but  left  it  ojjtional  with  the  city 
of  Boston  whether  thev  would  pay  anvthinfc  to  Mr. 
Burrill— and,  if  anytning,  it  should  not  be  in 
excess  of  the  sum  of  S40,O0O.  Now,  the 
time  that  has  been  con.'umed  in  previous 
y  arsin  discussing  thi-'  question  in  this  Council  is 
knf.v/n  perfectly  well  to  all  the  members  who  have 
sei-ved  prior  to  this,  and  perhaps  to  ihany 
who  now  sit  here  foi-  the  first  time.  With- 
out going  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  I  would; 
Ike  to  state  what  I  know,  from  informa- 
tion obtained  outside,  to  be  the  position  bf 
the  question  at  the  jnesent  lime.  Mr.  Bur- 
rill has  taken  legal  advive,  I  presume,  and  J  have  ' 
seen  letters  signed  by  two  different  iittorney^  of- 
high  standing  in  this  city,  each  of  whom,  over  his  . 
own  signature,  stated,  as  nearly  as  1  can  recollect. ' 
that  Mr.  Burrill  had  a  Ta"lid  claim  againrt 
the  oity  for  $40,000,  and  that  he  had  noth- ' 
ir  g  to  do  but  bring  his  suit.  If  that  be 
so,  and  the  city  of  Boston,  in  conseyuence 
of  the  action  of  a  previous  Council,  is  obliged  to 
pay  hiui  .f  40,000,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  best  thing 
th.at  we  can  do  is  to  recommend  Mr.  Burrdl  to 
commence  his  suit  at  once,  and  if  the  city  (.f  Bos- 
ton owes  him  f  40,000  let  him  get  Iris  judgment  and  ' 
the  city  will  pay  it, '  That  will  dispose  of  this  • 
question  effectually,  and  this  and  all  other 
Councils  will  be  relieved  from  it.  Further 
thaii  this,  Mr.  Bunill  has  si  ate d' to  one  gentle- ; 
man  of  this  bo(^y  that  he  will  not  take  *3<),9(W;  to 
another,  if  I  repieinber  correctly,  that  he  will 
r.ot  take  one  cent  less  than  $40,000.  There  may  be 
some  gonilemen  here — and  doubtless  there  are-^ 
who  a*e  williiig  to  pay  Mr.  Burrill  a  certain  siira 
of  money,  but  are  not  prepared  to  pay  him  $40,000.  ' 
The  question  to  which  we  are  bunted  is,  whether 
we  are  willing  to  pay  him  $40,000;  in  other  words, 
without  investigating  the  matter  at  all,we  have  to 
l)lln(tly  follow  previous  Councils  and  vote  to  pay 
him  $40,000,  because  in  no  other  way  can  we  settle 
it;  we  cannot  investigate  the  matter  ourselves 
an'i  deteimine  whether  or  not  that  Is  a  proper 
sum.  We  are  to  put  ourselves  upon  record,  ap- 
parently, that  $40,000  is  a  proper  suni  to  pay  Mr. 
Burrill."  This  $40,000  was  not  the  original  sum ;  rto 
one  seems  to  have  ever  stat,.'d,  ^o  far  as  I  can 
see  from  the  repor's,  how  that  amount 
\\'as  reached.  It  seems  to  be  very  much 
like  a  compromise  verdict.  The  original 
committee  to  whom  this  qiiesiion  was  referred, 
and  who  had  a  long  heaving,  could  net  themselves 
agree  upon  any  suni  and  reported  back  the  facts 
to  the  Council,  their  views  as  to  the  amount  being  ■ 
from  nothing  up  to  $125,000.  A'  I  stated  before,  ' 
the  several  reports  which  have  been  pre- 
sented from  the  Committee  on  Claims  have  varied 
from  $12,000  or  $15,000  u\i  to  $40,000;  one  report 
was  in  favor  of  an  indefinite  sum — a  million,  I 
think,  taking  the  original  contract  and  comput- 
ing interest  ujion  it.  For  these  reasons  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  order  had  better  not  pass 
this  body;  that  we  'bad  better  not  open 
this  whole  case,  and  try  to  see  if  we  can 
agree  Ujion  any  sum;  but  that  we  should 
do  one  of  two  things ;  either  refer  this  order  of 
Mr.  Burrill's  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,— al- 
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though  I,  being  a  member  of  tliat  committee,  do 
not  care  much  10  f-ee  it  there— to  see  if  they  can 
s^eree  with  Mr.  Burrill  ujjou  any  sum  of  n  oiey 
\vnich  they  can  recommend  this  body  to  i)a.ss; 
or  1o  let  him  bring  his  action  before  the  courts. 
If  he  lecovcrs  his  money,  that  ends  it;  and  ii  he 
does  not,  lie  may  be  in  a  condition,  everything 
el?e  having  failed,  to  come  to  this  Council,  who 
will  be  ablr  to  settle  with  him  for  some  sum  less 
thnn  $40,01)0. 

Mr.  Train  of  Wai'd  13—1  stated  that  I  did  not 
advocate  the  jiayment  of  $40,000.  I  merely  asked 
a  vote  of  this  Council  either  to  pay  him  that  or 
nothing. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  &— I  did  not  mean  to  state 
that  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  that  he 
was  willing  to  pay  ^40,000;  I  only  took  exception 
to  his  statement  that  the  matter  is  jur^t  where  it 
stood  when  it  left  the  General  Court,  after  it  had 
Keen  before  the  (  ouncil  thiee  times  since  then. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— This  subject  has  been 
before  the  City  Government  and  the  public 
for  so  long  a  period  that  I  suppose  every. 
member  is  tolerably  familiar  with  it,  and 
therefoie'  I  herirate  to  say  a:  ything  upon  it 
at  this  time.  However,  I  desire  to"  say  one  word — 
and  I  shall  be  brief- in  explanation  of  the  reasons  > 
which  influence  me  in  giving  the  vote  which  I  ex- 
i)f  ct  to  give  upon  this  question.  When  I  tirst  came 
iBto  the  City  C<miicil,  from  what  little  I  knew 
I:  had  rather  a  fe<  ling  of  prejudice  again;  t  it.  I 
had  the  impression— and  peihapsit  was  but  an 
impression — that  there  was  something  wrong  in  it, 
and,  therefore,  it  ought  i  ot  to  receive  the  counte- 
nance and  favor  of  the  City  Government.  It 
e  ily  became  my  duty,  last  year,  as  a  lueml.'er 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  look  into  it, 
and  I  investigated  it  with  a  cor.sidera.ble  degree 
of  thoroughness.,  The  result  was  that  I  became 
convinced  that  this  claimant  had  rendered  jin- 
portant  and  valuable  .'■ervices  to  the  city.  )5e- 
ileving,  PS  I  do,  that  whenever  an  individual 
ren(ter.->  valuable  services  to  the  city, it  is  the 
duty-  of  the  city  to-pay  a  full  equivalent  for  tho-^e 
services,  I  became  convinced  that  the  city 
should  pay  a  full  equivalent  for  the  services 
of  this  claimant.  And  I  believe  a  majority 
of  the:  City  (Government  think  the  same 
thing.  What  those  services  are  worth  is 
a  question  wh;ch  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into..  Discussion  ui!on  this  question,  ouce 
b«gun,  is  never  ended.  A  past  City  Gov- 
ernment, in  1869,  investigated  this  qurs- 
tion;  fchoy  had- ten  hearings;  the  report  of  the, 
evidence  fills  a  document  of  three  hundred  pages. 
The  resultof  that  investigEtion  was  that  the  com- 
mittee were  unalile  to  agree  upcm  an  amount, 
biiit  they  did  agree  that  Mr.  Burrill  had  len- 
tlered  the  city  service  for  which  he  was 
entitled  to  .some  compensation.  Notliing  was 
done  by  the  City  Govemment  upon  those  re- 
poate,-  but  as  aresxdtof  the  investigation  the 
n^xt  City  Government  passed  thi.-*  order  to 
pay  '  him  $40,000.  It  was.  done  as  a  com- 
promise. That  order  was  not  carried  into 
effect  for  the  reasons  which  have  been  given. 
Those  reasons  r.o.  longer  exi^t.  That  being  the 
ca«e,  and  feeling  a.s  I  do,  I  believe  it 
is.  our  duty  to  carry  that  vote  into  ef- 
fect. The  gentleman  says  the  governments  of 
1»71  and  1«72  refused  to  carry  this  order 
into  effect.  I  think  he  laliors  umlcr  a  mistake. 
The  order  .simply  failed  of  a  two-thirds  vote — a 
majority  did  not  vote  against  it,  and  if  I  recollect 
rightly,  a  majority  voted  iii  favor  of  it.  Last 
year  no  vote  was  taken  upon  the  order, 
and  it  lay  upon  the  table  until  the  expi- 
ration of  the  municipal  year.  'J  here  is  good 
legal  authority  for  believing  that  Mr.  Bur- 
riJl  can  sue  the  city  and  recover  .f 40,000.  The 
gentleman  f  oni  Ward  6  says  let  him  sue.  I 
believe  that  is  not  an  honorable  position  for  the 
city  to  take.  When  a  man  has  rendered  honora- 
ble terviee,  and  waited  ten  long  years  for  his  i)ay, 
and  we  say  we  owe  you  this  inoiiey  and  you 
can  sue  for  it— I  do  not  think  it  is  an  honorable 
position.  The  position  of  the  city  is  something 
like  this:  A  person  agrees  to  pay  $40,000,  tor 
instance ;  he  goes  to  the  bank  and  finds  it  closed ; 
he  goes  there  the  next  day  and  finds  that 
it  is  a  holiday  and  i.e  cannot  get  money 
on  that  day;  the" third  day  he  can  get  the  money — 
the  bank  is  open;  but  his  creditov  coolly  turns 
round  and  say's,  "I  shall  not  pay  you  this  money: 
I  could  not  pay  you  on  two  previous  days,  and 
now  I  will  not  pay  you.  That  w-oul'd  not 
seem     to     be     an     honorable      position.       We 


could  not  pay  this  money  in  1870,  because  of  the 
injunction.  That  has  been  reaioved ;  the  doors 
are  open,  and  there  is  no  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  our  i)aying  it  now;  and  to  refuss  to  do  it  is 
to  take  the  jiosition  of  the  man  I  referred 
to.  We  have  held  this  jtosition  for  the  last 
ten  years.  That  looks  like  repudiation,  as 
a  majority  of  the  City  Government  think  he 
rend  red  services  worth  something.  For  us  to  re- 
fuse to  pay  looks  like  repudiation.  Furthermore, 
after  having  passed  a  vote  to  pay  him  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  to  refuse  four  years  af  terv.ard  to 
l)a.y  it  looks  more  like  repudiation.  Whether  this 
claimant  can  force  the  city  to  pay  this  sum  of 
$40,000  or  not,  I  think  the  good"  faith  of  the 
city,  the  public  faith,  requires  us  to  do  it,  and 
in  the  name  of  that  public  faiih,  to  which  the 
City  Government  of  Boston  to  stiictly  adheres,  I 
ui  ge  that  this  long-standing  claim  be  settled  with- 
out further  delay  and  the  vote  of  this  (iovern- 
ment,  p.issed  four  years  ago,  becaniedinto  effect. 

Mr.  Kimball,  (/f  Ward  6— There  was  one  matter 
which  I  omitted  to  mention  to  the  Council 
before.  The  vote  of  1870  was  illegal,  and  an 
injunction  was  obtained  from  the  Supreme 
Court  because  it  was  illegal.  The  General  Court 
passed  an  act  undertaking  to  do  something ;  .with- 
out discussing  or  determining  the  question: 
whether  they  aid  or  did  not  do  anythintr,  I  w  ouhl 
like  to  state  that  the  injunction  obtained  by  the 
citizens  was  dismissed  under  a  mistake  of  the 
citizens'  counsel ;  they  intended  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  act  of  tlie  .Ltgjslature  was 
(onstitutional;  but  their  counsel,  with  consulta- 
tion with  them,  thought  there  was  nothing  more 
to  ilo,  and  the  injunction  was  dismissed  by  his 
consent.  I  believe  there  will  be  a  suit  ujjon  this 
Ijiurj  ill  claim  before  it  is  settled,  and  while  I  do 
1  ot  believe  in  withholding  money  from  people  to 
■whom  it  is  legally  due,  in  ort'er  that  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  may  not  be  compelled  to  bring  an 
injunction  to  prevent  its  payment.  I  do  think  that 
in  a  case  like  this,  we  ought  not  to  pass  such  a 
vote  and  still  conipi  1  the  requisite  number  of  citi- 
zents  to  apply  again  to  the  court  to  determine 
whe  ther  our  action  was  legal  or  not.  I  believe,  from 
what  I  have  heard,  that  that  course  wiU  be  taken 
and  that  tJie  question  will  he  settled  eventually  by 
the  courts,  whether  this  sum  shall  be  paid  or  not, 
because  there  are  a  great  many  in  this  communi- 
tj'  who  differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
a'.nd  believe  that  the  city  of  Boston  owes  Mr.  Bur- 
rill not  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Bracfeett  of  Ward  10— The  gentlemen  states 
that  aninjuncti<m  was  obtained  in  1870  because 
tlus  claim  was  Ulogal.  1  beg  leave  to  differ  from 
the  gentleman  in  regard  to  that  statement. 
The  question  of  legality  never  was  settled. 
It  was  merely  a  temporary  injunctior.,  and  I  can 
obtain  one  to  restrain  my  fiiend  from  Ward  G 
f  1  oni  doing  anything  until  the  question  can  be 
d  icided  whether  he  can  do  it.  The  State  legalized 
the  payment  of  this  amount  and  the  iujunctiou 
was  w  ithdrawn. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16 — I  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  Mr.  Burrill  w  ould  accept  this  sum  if  it  is 
appropriate-;  and  would  make  no  fui-thei-  claim. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Mr.  Burrill  will  be  ob- 
liged to  accept  this  sum  bofoie  he  getfe  his  money, 
the  gentleman  will  notice  by  the  wording  of  the 
order  that  Mr.  Burrill  is  obliged  to  give  the  city  a 
release  in  full  on  this  amount  being  paid,  wliich 
wiU  bar  him  from  setting  up  any  further  claim 
against  the  city. 

Mr.  Flatley  ot  Ward  4  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be   referred  to   the   Committee  on  Claims. 

Lost.  ,.,  n  . 

The  order  wa«  passed  to  a  second  reading  by,  a 
rising  vote— 35  for,  24  against;  it  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  put  upon  its  pa.ssage  and  lost  for  want 
of  a  two-thirds  vote— yeas  2(1,  nays  41,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Bul'ditt,  Brown, 
CoHins,  Day,  Flynn,  Harrington,  Jennings,  Long, 
Loring,  Martin,  Minot,  Moley,  Mooney,  Perkins, 
lowers,  Prav.  Shaw,  Sibley,  Sweat,  West,  Wes- 
ton, N.  S.  Williur,  Woods,  Woodward— 26. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bari-y,  Bent, 
Bleiler,  Boaidman,  Burgess,  Butler,  'Cawiey, 
Crocker,  Crowlt  y,  Cudworth,  Cushman,  Dacey, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Gordon, 
Hicks,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  McCarty, 
Jsoyes,  Page,  I'eabody,  Pease,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Smith,  S))rague,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Warren,  Whiston,  E.  P.  AVillmr,  Willcutt 
—41. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Davis,  Dean,  HimneweU,  Morse — 6. 
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COMMON       C  O  U  NO  I  L 


THE  TAKING  OF  GRAVEL    FKOM    BOSTOK  HARBOK. 

The  followinj;  was  leceived  : 

Executive  Dei'AUTme.nt,  1 
liosTo.v,  April  oO,  1H74. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  CouhcU  of  the  City  oj 
Boston:  GciiMenieii— 1  tiaii.-iiiit  heieVvitli  a  coiii- 
muiiicaUon  from  the  Jioard  of  Ilarhor  Comiiii.'-- 
i^ionurs  coveiiiiff  a  letter  from  (jeiieral  George 
Thom,  in  rel-ition  to  takiiis  gravel  froui  Long 
Island  ill  Boston  Harbor.  A.s  General  Thoni  states 
that  steps  should  he  taken  at  onee  lo  uut  a  stop  to 
the  serious  injury  that  is  being  done  to  the 
harbor  on  accounc  of  this  removal  of  gravel,  I 
would  respectfully  recommerid  that  the  matter  re- 
ceive your  early  attention. 

SAniUEL  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Harbor  Commissioner's  Oi  fice,  ) 
KOSTON,  April  30,  187-1.  ( 
■To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  of  Bo.<fon:  Dear 
Sir — At  a  meeting  of  the  Hoard  of  Harbor  Com- 
missioners, held  yesterday  forenoon,  it  was  voted 
"that  the  rhairnKin  be  instructed  to  communicate 
to  the  Mayor  of  Bo  ton  a  leiter  from  (ieneral 
Thoiii  in  relation  to  taking  gravel  from  Long  Inl- 
and," of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Hon.  Josioh  Qiihicy,  Chairfnan  Board  of  Harbor 
Vommiasionrrs,  lioslon,  Afass. :  Dear  Sir — In  an 
examination  made  a  few  days  ago  of  the  low  neck 
of  land  Avhich  connectt;  the  South  Head  with  the 
main  portion  of  Long  Inland,  in  Boston  Harbor,  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  general  condition 
of  the  low  land,  when  overtlowed  in  October 
last,  had'  not  essentinlly  changed  from  that 
represented  i  in  nly  fopftrt  'publi'sjied  in  your 
last  annual  repOTt.  But,  bad  as  its  general  condi- 
tion is,  It  nnist  continue  to  grow  Worse  very  rapid- 
ly, unless  some  steps  be  taken  at  once  by  the 
pro})er  authorities  to  prevent  tne  removal," now 
being  extensively  carried  on,  of  the  gravel  and 
SMiid'  from  its  shores.  It  has  come  to  my  knowl- 
e<lge  officially  that  during  the  past  week  the  fol- 
lowing-na.meil  vessels  have  been  engaged  in  this 
pernicious  business ;  On  the  21st  of  Ajjril  the  sloop 
Adonanie  was  seen  ou  the  beach  of  the  northern 
shore  loading  with  sand  and  gravel ;  on  the  22d 
another  sloop  (name  not  stated)  was  seen  there 
similarly  engaged;  on  the  23<l  a  very  laige 
steam  scow  (named  Ali)inc)  was  f-een. "beached 
there,,  and  similarly  employed;  and  on  the 
24th- a  sloop  was'fe-^n  beached  there  simi- 
larly .emj)loyed,  which  was  stated  by  oi  e 
of  the  crew"  to  be  named  Industsy,  and  to  be 
employed  in  carrying  ^and  and  gravel  for  laying 
])aving  in  the  city  of  Bo;  ton.  I  am  al  o  informed 
that  on  the  22d  of"  April  two  sloops  were  seen  on 
the  southern  points  of  Spectacle  "iflaiid,  engaged  ■ 
in  excavating  and  loading' with  sand  and  gravel 
from  that  placp.  Your  attention  is  respectfully 
asked  to  this  matter  with  the  hopes  that  some 
■stejis  may  be  taken  at  oaee  to  jiut  a  stop  to  the 
very  .'■eiious  iiyui-y  that  is  being  done  thereby  to 
the  harbor  of  BostAn.  Very  respectfully  yours,  ■ 
etc.,  Geo"i{(;ic  Thom,    . 

Brevet  Brig-Gen.  U.  S.  A. 
Very  reepectfully, 

j'osiAH  QciNCV,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  moved  that  the  coinmuni- 
caiion,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Har- 
bor. 

Mr.  Shaw^  of  Ward  .5 — I  heartily  concur  with  the 
pi'opositiou  made  by  my  colleague  on  that  com- 
mittee. In  order  that  the  matter  at  this  ))arttcu- 
lar  juncture  may  not  be  misunderstood,  a;id  ih.it 
the  public  may  understand  what  the  Conimiitee 
on  the  Harbor  are  doing,  I  desire  to  state  that 
they  have  already  visited  tlie  i.-land  anu  have 
laid  out  a  course  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  steal- 
ing of  gravel  f.om  Long  Island.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  state  what  that'  is,  but  that  this  matter 
may  not  go  before  the  pulilic  vvitliout  (explanation 
I  desire  U)  stale  that  the  committee's  attention 
has  been  called  to  it,  and  they  ))roi.ose  to  pursue 
and  follow  the  parties  who  have  been  coinmittiig 
the-e  depredations.  I  state  this  that  the  public 
may  not  under-tand  that  ihe  City  Goveinment  is 
noi' attending  to  its  (hities  in  the  protection  of 
Boston  Harbor. 

The  comuiunication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ou  the  Harbor. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Wai-d  12—1  rise  to  make  a  i)er- 
sonal  explanation.  It  was  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Hoard  of  AMernun  by  the  cliairman  of 
tlie  ((inimitlcc  on  Water,  that  parlianientaiy  rule 
oidy    prevented    liini    from   stating   that   the   mi- 


nority report  of  the  Committee  on  AVater  was 
not  basetl  ujion  fact.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  mat- 
ter isgetting  desperate  when  the  tnith  is  denied.  It 
is  fortunate  tliat  the  Aldennan  acted  under  the 
i-estrictions  of  parliamentai-y  rule,  otherwise  he 
ni'ght  have  made  a  false  statement.  I  can  onl^ 
state  that  everv  word  of  that  minority  rejtort  is 
true,  and  I  shall  not  detract  from  it  in  the  least,  1' 
shall  stand  by  the  truth  whatever  may  be  the  Te-' 
suit.  'J 

PETITI0K8  PKESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  the  Charles", 
town  Infant  School  and  Children's  Momf^  Associa-',' 
ti()n,for  aid.  Beferred  to  Committee  on  i'ublic  In- 
struction. 

Ly  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— Communication, 
from  the  South  Evangelical  Society  of  We't  Xlo>5;, 
bury,  offering  to  relimiui.-ih  to  the  city  all  their, 
riglit  to  the  clock  on  their  church.  Referred  ttjj 
Cominittee  on  Fire  Department.  ' 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  John 
HoUora',  for  abatement  of  sqwer  assessment. 
Sent  up.  I     . 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  FROAI  COMMITTBESi.      ;|  . 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of   Ward  16,  for  tlie  Committee 
on    I'ublic  r.uililings,  to  whom  was  referred    an 
oi  der  to  consider  the  expediency  ')f  employinj?  a- 
])ermaneut  architect  by  the  city— Report  that  they, 
d(>em  the  employment"  of  a  permanent  aiehitect 
by  the  city  inexpedient,  but  are  decidedly  of  the 
opinion    tihat   it  is  for  the   best  interest  of  the 
city  to   employ  permanent   draught.-men    to  per- 
form    the     work     for     which     architects     are 
now     engaged,     for     the     following     ixjaeons ; 
First,    a    large    amount    of     nioni^y    could     be.' 
siived  yearly  to  the  city  that  is  now  ])a.id  to  archi-  ' 
tects  for  plans  pud  specifications.    The  expendi- 
ture for  plans  and  specitications  for  city  buildings 
for  the  last  five  years  has  been  nearly  $40,000,  an 
average  of  $8000  per  year,    'ihe  past  year  nearly 
$15,000  were    expended,  thf^re    being    an   unusal 
approju'lation  for  new  buildings.    This  year,  from 
the  number  of  new  buildings  ju'ojeotefl,  tlieamonnt 
OI  money  re(iuired  forthis  purpose  will  be  nearly  as 
large  astliat' of  the  last.     Secondly,  the  buildings 
required  for   city  purposes    are  nearly  all  of  the 
same  class,  and  whenever  changes  in  coiistiuction 
for  such  are  lecommended    by  the   different  de- 
partments, the  work  can  be  peifonned   by  the 
draughismen    rather     than    obtain  the    services 
<if  architects.    'Ihirdly,  your  committee  estimate 
tliat   f>n    expenditure    of     §3500     per    year   will 
furni.  h     competent      ihanghtsmen     to     do    all 
the    ordinary   work     required   for    the    erection 
of    new   imblic     buildings,   and     the    alteration 
of  others  1  elonging  to  the  city.     TJioy  are  still  of 
tha  opinion  that  the  ;  etvices  of  architects   should  ' 
be  obtaiiieil,  as  now,  when  buildings  of    an  ex,-"' 
tiaordinary  character  are  to  be  designed;  but,  for* 
the  ordinary    city   work    which  now   requires  fob 
large  an  expentlitnre  yeailv,  the  draughtsmen,  ttwi 
stated,above,  w.ll  furnish  the  necessai-y  ideas  and'f 
perfo)  m  the  work.    In  view  of  the  facts  as  st;iteil,i) 
they  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accocn-^  - 
jianying  order :  ■ 

Orderetl,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  enq  loy  dranght'-men  for 
services  in  said  dei)artment,at  an  estimated  cost  of 
thirty-tive  hundred  dollars  per  year;  the  expense  ^ 
to  be  charged  to  the    appropriation  -for  Public  ^ 
Builtiings.  ,    . 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second' 
reading.  ' 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  should  like  to  hear  ' 
some  exidanatioii  of  that  order.  I  do  not  utider-"'. 
stand  how  a  drauglitsman  can  perform  such  workn 
satisfactorily  except  imder  direction  of  an  archi-  ' 
tect.  I  would  like  some  explanation  of  what 
work  it  is  i)ropo~ed  the  draitghtf men  shall  do  and 
who  is  to  direct  it.  j 

Mr.  Bui'ditt  of  Ward  16—1  supposed  that  the  or-  ' 
der  would  lie  over  for  one  week   under  the  rule,  ' 
and    that   members  would    take    time   toinforin' 
tliemselves  upon  the  suliject,  knowing  that  the  or-' 
der  contemplates  quite  an  innovation  upon  estab-  ■ 
lished  custom.    So   far    as    the  question    rai.scd  ■ 
by     the     gentleman    from     Ward    12     is   ■  con-  ' 
cerned.     1     would     state     that     the     Su])eriu- 
teudei'.t    of    Public    Buildings    is     amply    com--! 
l)etent    to    direct    the    drauglitsmen.    Our    plans 
fin-  public  buildings  are  so  nearly  alike  that  com"  ' 
pecent  draughtsmen  will  be  fully  able  to  do  nearly^ ' 
all  that  is  requireil.      As  is  stated  in  the  report, 
there  arc  some  occasions  on   which  a  consulting 
architect    will    be    required,    and     on     most     of 
those  <iccasions    it    will    l.e   necessary    to   pay  a 
lixcd    siiiu     for     his     services     in    clesigning    a 
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]^nl't;irular'l)iuliliiig.  I  do  not  propose  to  pi;e?s  this 
Bl'(Ur<  Wif^hliig  pciitlempn  to  f  atisfy  tlieniselves. 
The  doiiiiflitti&e  feelV'CtV  strongly  that  it  will  «avo 
the  eity'lrJjTii'  .fjiOOO  to  .¥10,000  a  year.  I  hope 
irie!iil)^rs.win  look  into  'tlM3  Ktihject,  aiKl  I-  think 
they  will  find  that  it  is  a  measure  looking  tb  the 
iity'sTjltt'fest/-  "•"/>'"   T    t;  '^,- v..^  I  .         **,      • 

Mr.  Wan'  of  Wa^a  1'2— It;  seems  that  this  order 
ati .  lion^es" flje  (*omnntt(^  '  to  emi)loy  draiights- 
mert."'  I  srippost  they  havojhat  authority  l;o^v ;  it 
<U)es'  n<St  nec^cpsarily  re(inire  their  appointment 
IiernifliieTitlv.  I  should  jtiefer  very  inuch  that 
this  owler  fefiontd  ooufemplate  the  employment  of 
a  petriilfinen't  anliitect. ,  The  very  snggestioit, 
ftiaiie  ViY  the  g^iitlenian  from  Ward  16,  that  all  our 
jiithlic  hniril)ii^s  are  mtich  alike,  and  draughts- 
rti^n;  tinder  th«  directum  of  the  Superintend- 
«nt,  can  ('o  everything  that  is  necessary — 
that  sfatemeut  is "  tlie  stroi  gest  reason  why 
some  different  rtysterii  iu  the  erection  of  our  i>ul)- 
lic  buildings  ^hou^l  be  had.  I  was  very  nmch' 
struck,  wheJi  the  conmVittre  were  iu  Washington 
in  regfard  to  the  I'ost-Oflice  matter,  during  .  a 
call  upon  Sii':  Mullctt,  the  Supervising  Archi- 
te<;t  of  the  (Jovernnient,  to  find'  that  he  was 
serituslv  complaining  because  the  Committee 
6n  luhlie  liuildin^s  uad  passed  a  vote  cutting 
his  salary  down  ficm  $4000  to  13000.  'that  was 
the  Supervising  Architect,  wiih  the  maguificeiit 
l)lans  of  the  post  offices,  custom  houses  and  other 
Government  I  uildii'gs  in  dillerent  sectons  of 
the  T^nion,  w'ho  had  been  receiving  a  sal.ary 
of  S4000,  aiul  was  comjilaining  because  they 
voted  to  cut  him  (iown  ;  and  yet  we  are  paying 
S!1.'),000  a  year  for  the  services 'of  architects.  Now, 
if  che  committee  propose  to  do  somethirg  which 
they  ihink  will  be  economy  for  the  city,  they 
^houl(^  strike  boldly  and  have  a  city  architec'i, 
who  would  l)ecome  acquainted  with  what  tlie  city 
needs.  If  it  is  a  sciU)olhoiise,  he  ki.ows  thorough- 
ly how  such  a  building  ouj^ht  to  be  constructed, 
au(i  he  can  improve  them  as  he  becomes  moie  and 
more  familiar  with  tlie  public  wauls  in  that  re- 
gard. He  can  irai>rove  them  moie  than  can  archi- 
tects men  ly  called  now  and  tlien  to  pass  uj'on  a 
particular  schoolhouse.  Certainly  the  doctrir.e  of 
economy,  so  far  as  (haughtsmen  are  concerned, 
aj)plies  with  as  great,  if  not  greater,  force  to  the 
cmiiloymci  t  of  an  architect,  to  s  ay  nothiig  of  the 
suggestion  of  my  colleague  as  to  the  difficulty  of 
dniughrsnien  having  to  work  under  the  super- 
vision of  an  architect. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  move   that   the    order 
.lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  hurditt  of  Ward  IG — I  hope  that  action  will 
).otbe  taken  tonifiht,  for  it  is  a  measure  which 
looks  like  an  attcmjit  to  cnu.'e  delay.  While  I 
have  no  desire  to^  prc;-s  this  'matter,  preferring 
that  it  mny  take  tlie  regular  course,  tliat  members 
may  sati.--fy  themselves  whether  or  not  it  is  cor- 
rect, I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  delayed,  as  the  season 
is  getting  very  late,  r.nd  it  mif.'ht  hdp  us  some 
thiS  year. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  hope  the  order  will  lie 
uiioiuhe  table,  that  some  aniendnieiit  may  be  pro- 
po-;cd  looking  to  further  reform  in  this  direction. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table  by  arising  vote — 
28  for,  14  against. 

By  Mr.  Burditt,  for  the  same  committee— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  altera- 
tions in  the  City  Hall  Building,  Chailestown,  to 
accommodate  a  branch  of  the  Public  Libraiy,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars';  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
rublic  Buildings. 

Ordered  to  a   econd  reading. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  Wa  rd  5,  for  the  committee  on 
conference  on  the  matter  of  difference  between 
the  two  branches  relating  to  the  salarv  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets— Report  that  they  have 
met  and  conferred  with  a  commiitee  of  the  other 
branch  an  1  have  agreed  to  recommend  that  the 
Salary  of  tlie  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  fixed  at 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
in  full  compensation  for-all  his  services. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wanl  5—1  think  perhaps  that  it  is 
I)roper  for  me  to  state  that  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  pan  of  this  branch  met  a  like  com- 
mittee from  the  other  branch,  and  after  ai  free  and 
friendly  and  proper  interchange  of  views,  with 
the  utmost  good  feeling  and  harmony  of 
expression,  es|;ecially  from  the  other  branch 
of  the  City  Council,  of  having  in  view  the 
be't  interests  of  the  city,  have  concluded  to 
recommend  the  sum  of  $3800,  named   in   the  re- 


port,   I  f'e.sire  to  say  that  tli?  committee  of  this, 
bi'anch,  while'hdldiiig  frist  to  the  belief  that  the 
Supprinteridei'it  of'  Streets  was  fully  entitled  to- 
the    sum    which    Has    heen    indicated    here    as- 
Irts  proi)c;r  pay,  were  neverthcUss   of   the  opin- 
i<m  that   the   Board  , of   Aldermen  had   precisely 
the  same- right  to  in'dicrate  their   opinion    as  we 
had,   and     that   it    was    bei/ter,    niider    all    the' 
cu-cumstances,.in  order  to  pitvent  any  ill-feeling 
between  the  two  branches,  to    give  the  Suijcrin- 
tendent  of  Streets  that  which    secmejl   to  be  his 
five,    his   meed   of  praise.    After  examiuirig  the 
matter  in  all  its  details  .and particulars,  they  came, 
to  the  unanimous  coiutlusiou  that  he  \vas  fully  eu- 
tiMed  to  the  hirgest  sum  which  had  been  named, 
but  tliought  it  better, perhajis,  at  the  present  time 
that  a  conirhomite  s'liould  be  made,  niid  without  a 
word  of  (lissension  it  was  unajiimou-ly  voted  to' 
make  the  r('])ort  which   I  have  had  the  honor  to 
Submit,    lean   only   add  that  1  shcnild  hope  that 
that  reprtrt  will  he  accejited  without  dissent,  he- 
lievmg,  as  1  do,  that  that  will  be  tlie  result  in  the' 
Board  of  Alderiuen.    1  h.ave  no  right  to  state  that 
as  a  fact,  but  t  have  the  right  to  state  it  as  my 
belief,  under  all  the  circumstances  as  fully  stated 
by  the  cdminitti  e    on  the  pait"of  the  Board    of' 
Aldermen,  that  they  believed  that  that'  would  lie 
the  result  there. ' 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  certainly  hop^e  that  this 
report  will  not  be  accepted.  It  seems  to  me  very 
unwise  to  further  disturb  the  whole  matter  of 
salaries  for  i-o  small  a  matter  as  this.  This  matter 
of  salaries  is  the  cause  of  much  disturbance  in 
the  City  Goveri  ment,  and  while  I  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  gentleman  whose  salary  is  i)roposed 
to  be  raised  this  smaU  amount,  and  while  if,  in 
voting,  I  were  at  all  actuated  by  my  personal 
predilections  and  desires,  I  certainly  should,  as 
111  times  past,  vote  him  the  larger  sum ; 
and  whUe,  if  1  were  going  to  make  any  alteration 
at  all,  1  should  prefer  the  larger  .sum,  it  seefns  to 
me  that,  to  i)ass  over  the  entire  matter  of  salaries 
and  come  back  here  ar.<i  laise  one  superintei:d(  nt, 
one  head  of  a  department,  out  of  many— when 
others  have  gone  beyond  the  reach  of  the  City 
Council  altogether — the  fiuall  fvnn  of  $200,  it  is 
unwise,  and  I  really  hope  the  report  will  not  be 
accepted. 

The  rejiort  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn.    Lost. 

by  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee 
on  "Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Reports 
recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying  or- 
ders, authorizing  the  granting  of  permits  to  C.  H. 
«&  L.  S.  Richardson  and  C.  S.  Rogers  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  according  to  applications  filed 
by  said  petitioners  in  the  I)ei)artment  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buil.;lings.  The  erders 
were  teverally  passed. 

rHOVOSKU  WIDENIXC  OF  CUOSS  STREET. 

Mr.  Traill  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Comin.ssion- 
ers  „e  requested  to  procure  and  rei)ort  to  the  City 
Council  estungtes  of  the  expense  of  widening 
Cross  street,  from  Haymarket  square  to  Com- 
mercial street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  to 
the  Joint  Commiltee  on  Streets. 

S-ALAUIJCS. 

Mr,  Burditt  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  establi.shing  the  salary 
of  the  dra\v  tenders  of  tht;  North  Harvard-street, 
Carnbridce-street  arid  Westeni-aveiuie  bri<lges. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THANKS  TO   HON.  CARL  SCHURZ. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  tlie  City  Council 
be  presented  to  Honorable  Carl  Schurz  for 
his  able  and  eloquent  oration  ontiie  life  and  char- 
acter of  Charles  Sumner,  delivered  before  the 
City  Government  and  citizens  of  ISoston  on  the 
29th  instant,  iu  Music  Hall. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

WATER  SUPPLY  FROM  rilARLES  KIVEB. 

Mr.  I'eabody  of  Ward  9  otfeie.l  thr;  foUouing: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  fae'lities  for  ob- 
taining from  Charles  River  a  supply  of  water  for 
the  city  of  Boston  amounting  to  10,000,000  gallons 
per  day  for  ten  years  until  1884,  taken  from  the 
river  at  Newton  Upper  Falls;  20,000,000  gallons 
for  ten  years,  from  1884  to  1894,  and  30,000,000 
galhms  from  1894  to  1901,  taken  from  the  river 
at   South  Natick;   40,000,000   gaUous    from     1904 
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to  1914,  and  50,000,000  galloi.s 'from  1914  to  1924, 
taken  from  the  viver  at  some  higher  point, 
and  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  co.st,  such  as  will 
enable  the  City  Council  to  com])are  it  witli  that  of 
the  plan  for  a  supply  from  the  Sudbury  River. 

Refeire.l,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pcabody,  to  the 
Committee  on  Water. 

PROPOSED    INSPECTION     OF    WATEK    WOKKS.  ETC. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  be  refjuesled  to 
visit  Natick,  FraminKham  and  Farm  Pord  ou 
Tuesday,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  Lake  Co- 
chituate  and  the  conduit,  and  also  the  flume  in 
connection  with  Teaver  Brook. 

The  que.stion  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading, 

Mr.  ThacTier  of  Ward  15 — I  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentlsmau  from  Ward  12  what  is  coutemplat- 
ed  by  the  order  when  it  refers  to  an  examination 
of  the  conduit. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  object  is  to  exam- 
ine the  Conduit  as  we  pass  along  the  railroad, 
stopping  at  Natick  and  (■eeing  where  it  branches 
off  and  runs  up  to  the  lakes,  and  see  the  flume 
where  it  connects  wit^h  Farm  Fond,  and  thereby 
get  a  good  practical  idea  of  the  whole  matter. 


Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — The  reaeon  I  a'kert 
was  because  I  thought  it  might  cot'.emi)late  shut- 
ting off  the  water.  The  wat<'r  in  Lake  Cochltuate 
is  low,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
supply. 

Mr.  lease  of  Ward  1—1  do  not  object  row,  and 
lever  have  objected,  to  members  of  the  City 
f'overnment  getting  all  the  iiifoimation  they  can, 
but  it  strikes  me  that  the  order  Is  untimely,  be- 
cause it  is  nearly  time  for  the  Cit^-  (iovernment  to 
make  their  annual  visit  to  and  inspection  of  the 
waterworks.  Before  that  order  is  passed,  there 
ought  to  be  a  consultation  with  the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— My  ol  ject  was  for  the 
purpose  of  having  time  to  investigate  th^,  subject 
before  the  joint  meeting,  for  members  can  then 
have  ideas  of  their  own  and  will  not  be  required 
to  form  an  opinion  without  any  knowledge. 

Ml'.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Inasmuch  as  tnere  was 
considerable  opposition  made  to  an  informal 
meeting,  the  Committee  on  Water  have  decided 
that  there  will  not  be  one. 

Mr.  Warren — Then  1  will  withdraw  the  order. 

Tlie  President — If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
order  is  withdrawn. 

On  n  ot'on  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    4,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  IJoard  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

Jl'KOltS     DRAWN. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May 
term  ot  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  anil 
forty  traverse  jurors  (second  regular  draft) 
for  the  second  i^ession  of  the  Superior  Court  for 
the  April  term,  and  fifty  traverse  jurors  for  the 
April  term  of  the  Supreme  Juilieial  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Weighers  of  Coal— l>ennis  O'Leary  and  John 
Sanborn  (Charlestown),  and  James  C.  Whit.iey 
and  Frederic  H.  Lewis  (city  proper). 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— Frederic  H. 
Lewts. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Bundle  Hay— James 
H.  Small. 

Special  Police  —  George  Fowler,  Stoughton- 
street  burying  gi'ound ;  S.  Augustus  Rogers,  in 
connection  witri  duties  in  Paving  Department ; 
William  H.  Matthews,  Bacon's  HaU  and  its  vicin- 
ity, Roxbuiy;  George  6.  Dunbi-ack,  Branch 
Chapel  and  its  vicinity,  Roxbury ;  F.  F.  Bibber,  P 
street  and  its  vicinity ;  John  H.  Henshaw,  Jere- 
mian  Mains,  R.  W.  Sawtell,  Chestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir; Charles  Chittenden,  Joseph  K.  Low,  Stephen 
Nelson,  John  Kenny,  James  Campbell,  James 
Reid,  Boston  Gas  Light  Company;  George  Att- 
wood.  West  street  and  Washington  street;  George 
S.  Eastman,  Pleasant  street  and  its  vicinity; 
Rnfiis  K.  Symme-,  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  William 
Willey,  Joseph  Saunders,  Foster's  wharf  and  its 
vicinity. 

DONATION  TO  THE    CITV    HOSPITAL. 

The  following  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  City  Hospital : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  May  4, 1874.     ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Bostoti: 
Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  com- 
munication from  George  Goodnow,  inclosing  tlie 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  of  which 
is  to  be  expended  semi-annually  in  the  purchase 
of  books  and  pamphlets  for  the  nse  of  the  patients 
in  the  City  Hospital.  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  a  suitable  acknowledgment  be  made  of  this 
generous  and  appropriate  gift,  and  that  it  be  ac- 
cei)ted  upon  the  conditions  named  by  the  bene- 
factor. Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Boston,  May  2, 1874. 
To  the  Honorable  Snmuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Bostoji :  Sir — From  the  association  of  my 
brother's  name  at  the  inception,  and  from  my  in- 
terest in  the  growing  usefulness  and  importance 
of  the  City  Hospital,  I  am  induced  to  add  my  mite 
to  the  former  contributions  for  the  comfort  and 
alleviation  of  the  unfortunates  who  may  tind 
them.selves,  from  necessity,  patiN^nts  witliin  its 
walls.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me,  that  a  small 
annual  sum,  to  replenish  the  library  of  the  hos- 
pital with  books  and  pamphlet;?  suitable  for  the 
reading  of  the  patients,  during  convale.scence, 
was  much  needed.  I  therefoie  take  the  liberty  to 
inclose  you  my  check  for  one  thousand  dollars  for 
that  purpose,  uj)(m  the  condition  that  the  city  re- 
tain the  principle  sum,  and  semi-annually  pay 
over  <-,he  interest  at  tlie  rate  of  six  ])er  cent,  per 
annum  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, or  such  other  party  as  the  Mayor  for  the 
time  being  may  direct,  to  be  expended  as  above 
indica.ed.  With  great  regard,  I  am  yours  veiy 
truly,  George  Goodnow. 

orders   of   NOTIfj;    FOR   SEWERS. 

The  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  proposed 
construction  of  sewers  in  Washington  street  lie- 
tw(H!n  Elm  and  Brattle  streets;  North  Anderson 
street,  i.  etween  Cambridge  and  Parkman  streets ; 
Mechanic  street,  Roxbury;  Waterfoi'd  street; 
Paris  streef,  between  Decaiur  and  Porter  streets; 
came  up  by  special  assignment  and  no  one  ap- 
pearing to  ol)jc('t  the  petitions  were  severally  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 


petitions  refekred. 

To  the  Commitlee  on  Survey  mul  Inspection  of 
Suilflinr/s.  Messenger  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building  at  191  Portland  street. 

Edwin  Ball,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  building 
at  576  Albany  street. 

Leonard  Pickering,  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden 
building  on  Central  square  (Ward  1). 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  "/  the 
Board.  A.  S.  Brown  et  at.,  for  removal  of  the  elm 
tree  near  the  police  station  in  Ward  17,  said  tree 
having  been  mutilated  and  become  unsightly,  and 
causing  dampness  to  said  station. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Isaac  Lorey ,  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  sustained  in  Cambridge 
street,  March  4th,  by  collision  of  his  team  with  a 
hose  carriage. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  John  Halloran, 
for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  his  estate, 
1140  Shawmut  avenue,  or  collection  thereof  de- 
ferred until  he  enters  his  drain  into  said  sewer. 

A.  D.  Williams  et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Prescott 
street,  Roxbury. 

Albert  P.  Putney  f?<  a/.,  for  a  thorough  system 
of  sewerage  for  Atherton,  Arcadia,  School  and 
other  streets  in  Ward  17. 

To  the  Com,mittce  on  Health  on  the  jxirt  of  the 
Board.  T.  W.  Tuttle,  for  leave  to  excavate  his 
cellar  at  corner  of  Beach  and  Edinboro'  streets, 
214  feet  below  91^  grade. 

Patrick  Hassett,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  at  2  Cottage  street. 

J.  D.  Braman,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Brighton  avenue. 

Eliza  M.  Bowe,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Laurel  street. 

J.  F.  Tucker  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed extension  of  Jewish  burial  ground  at  East 
Boston. 

Michael  Creed,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  West  Ninth  street,  rear 
of  No.  194. 

Albert  Rogers,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Gardner  street,  Ward  19. 

Fannie  E.  Bragg,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  White  street,  No.  106. 

Benjamin  L.  Sumner,  for  leave  to  occupy  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Boston  street,  near 
Hamlet  sireet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavinf/.  Francis  Donnelly, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Union  street, 
Brighton . 

Isaac  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Kilby  street  be  paved 
with  vr'ood". 

Jeremiah  Sheehan,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Cabot  street. 

J.  H.  Dunbar  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
si<lewalks  laid  on  Dorr  street. 

Reed,  Bros.  &  Sawin,  that  surface  water  be 
drained  from  Dorrance  street,  Charlestown. 

Thomas  B.  Wales  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  on 
Brimmer  street,  between  Chestnut  and  Beactm 
streets,  be  widened  and  levelled. 

A.  D.  Williams,  that  edgestones  be  set  and  gut- 
ters paved  on  AValuut  avenue,  near  his  premises. 

W.  V.  Hutchines  et  al.,  for  crosswalks  on  Wal- 
nut avenue  and  Oriole  street. 

Elizabeth  Coy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
estate  259  Bennington  street. 

O.  T.  Taylor,  for  leave  to  place  a  marble  slab  in 
sidewalk  of  store  370  Broadway. 

Stephen  Smith,  that  the  passageways  leading 
f lom  Concord  square  to  Worcester  street,  and  in 
the  rear  of  Concord  square  and  Worcester  street, 
be  graded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  B, 
Ninth  Infantry,  to  be  provided  with  a  new  armorj'. 

unfinished  1)U.SINESS. 

Order  to  allow  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  lay  down  temporary  tracks  on  Washington, 
State  and  Devonsliire  streets  to  Dock  square,  an(i 
to  run  cars  over  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  on  Court  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones and  lay  sidewalks  onEustis  street,  between 
Dearborn  and  Magazine  streets.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay  plank 
walks  on  H  street,  between  Fourth  and  Sixth 
streets.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones and  lay  sidewalks  and  repair  roadway  of 
Kncelanil  stieet,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Hudson 
street.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  Charles  Tileston  to  place  a  wood- 
en building  over  sidewalk  of  Washington  street, 
near  River  street,  in  Ward  16,  until  a  new  founda- 
tion is  built.    Passed. 
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_^j.     PAPERS  FSOM  THE  COMJION  COCJJCII. 

■ 'I'ftitibns  of  South  Evangelical  Society  of  West 
Koxbury,  and  ©f  Infant  School  and  Children's 
Home  Association  of  Charlestown.  ScYerally  re- 
ferred, in  concurrence. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  on  the  feasi- 
bility of  supplying  to  the  etty  certain  quantities 
of  pure  water  from  Charles  River,  at  different 
points  on  said  river.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Water.. 

Message'  from  the  Mayor  transmitting  a  letter 
from  United  States  Engineer  Thorn  respecting  the 
illegal  custom  of  removing  ballast  from  Long 
Island. 

Alderman  Broolis— In  relation  to  that  communi- 
cation I  would  state  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Harhor  had  already  taken  this  matter  into  consid- 
Watidn.  They  have  been  down  the  harbor  and 
have  seen  one'  of  those  vessels  taking  gravel  from 
the  north  side  of  Long  Island,  as  stated  in  that 
comhninieatioA.  The  committee  are  now  acting 
in  a  manner  which  they  deem  proper  and  expedi- 
ent in  relation  to  this  same  subject. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Harbor.  ' '  -' 
■  Order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  furnish  esti- 
mates of  the  expense  of  widening  Cross  street, 
from  Haymarket  square  to  Commercial  street. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Salaries  to  report  ou 
salary  for  Snperintendeht  of  North  Harrani-street, 
CambridgerStreet,  and  Western-avenue  bridges. 
Passed,  in  edncurrence. 

^  Order  tendering  thanks  ef  the  City  Council  to 
Hon,  Carl  Schurz  for  his  eulogy  on  Cnarles  Sum- 
tier.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  C.  H.  &  L.  S.  Rich-  - 
.ardson  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Border  street, 
-ted  to  allow  C.  S.  Rogers  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Washirgton  street.  Ward  16.    Orders  sever- 
allT  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
in  the  riciiiity  of  Dartmouth  street,  and  the  erec- 
tion thereon  of  an  engine  house  for  Engine  No. 
22,  at  an  estimated  cost,  for  land  and  building,  of 
$40^000 ;  authorizing  ihe  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
near  Dover  street,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  an 
engine  house  for  Engine  No.  3,  at  an  estimated 
cost,  for  land  and  building,  of  $45,000 ;  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  Jaiid  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ftuton  and  Commercial  streets,  and  the  erection 
thereon  of  an  engine  house,  at  an  estimated  cost, 
for  land  and  building,  of  $45,000.  Severally  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

.Order  authorizing  the  Roxbury  High-School 
Building  to  be  altered  and  enlarged,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  f  S0,000.  Passed,  in  concurrence. 
.  Order  authorizing  the  efectiou  of  a  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Quincy  street.  Ward  14,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $50,000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  an  addition  to  be  built  to  the 
Public  Library  Building,  the  estimated  cost  there- 
of being  $30,000.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  occupied  by  Company  K,  Ninth  Regiment 
M.  v.  M.,  in  Third  street,  and  to  allow  $860  per 
annum  for  rent  of  armory  for  said  company  at  143 
Broadway ;  authorizing  not  exceeding  $250  to  be 
expended  in  furnishing  armory  of  Company  K, 
Ninth  Regiment ;  and  authorizing  not  exceeding 
$500  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up  the  armory  of 
Company  C,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry  M.  V.  M.,  at 
the  collier  of  High  and  Pearl  streets,  Charles- 
•  towiA.  S^yerally  passed,  in  concurrence — yeas  12, 
naysO."  •  ^  • '"-r       n   ' 

BEPOETS  OF  CITT  OFFICERS. 

The  following  reports  of  city  officers,  for  the 
-  quarter  ending  April  30, 1874,  were  received : 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Receipts,  including  cash 
on  hand  at  beginning  of  the  quarter,  $52,62T  49 ; 
expenditures,  $36,817  11;  paid  to  city  treasury, 
$13,777  76;  balance  on  hand,  $2032  62.  Among  the 
■  expentlitures  were  $11,554  for  groceries,  $9403  99 
for  fuel;  $165  75  for  immediate  relief  of  persons 
having  no  settlement,, and  $3,301  04  paid  cities  and 
tovms  and  the  State  for  relief  of  Boston  poor. 
Sent  down. 

City  Clerk.  Received  for  recording  mortgages, 
etc.,  $721  35;  licenses  for  billiard  rooms,  .$189;  for 
auctioneers'  licenses,  $46 ;  for  licenses  for  intelli- 
gence offices,  $3 :  from  sale  of  old  ballots  and  pa- 
per, $5  90.  Total,  $965  25,  all  of  which  has  been 
paid  into  the  city  treasui-y.    Sent  down. 

City  Segistrar.  Received  for  marriage  certifi- 
cates, $506,  which  sum  was  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
m-y.    Sent  down,. , ,'  .x  »aii..  7/ 


Superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  Market.  Cash 
received  for  rent  of  stalls,  cellars,  etc.,  $27,092  73, 
which  was  paid  into  the  city  treasury.  Placed  on 
file. 

Superintendent  of  City  Scales  im,  Haymarket 
Square.  Received  for  weighing  merchandise 
from  Feb.  1  to  May  1,  $898  80,  forty  per  cent,  of 
which  less  expenses  ($21  67)  has  been  paid  inta 
City  Treasury.    Sent  dov  n. 

EAST  BOSTON  FBBBIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  annual  report 
of  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  and  on  his 
motion  the  report  was  ordered  printed  and  sent 
down. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  city  treasury  duiing 
the  past  year  was  $219,507  50,  and  the  expenditures 
$297,383  53.  The  latter  amount  includes  the  sum 
of  $61,000  for  the  new  boat  Winthrop,  which  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  Jefferson,  recently  sold  by 
auction  ou  account  of  being  deemed  unsafe.  The 
boats,  drops,  sUps  and  ferry  buddings  are  in  good 
condition  with  the  exception  of  the  coal  shed  at 
the  north  ferry  and  one  of  the  drops  of  the  south 
ferry,  both  of  which  will  be  replaced  by  new 
structures  at  an  early  day,  the  City  Council  having 
made  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

The  estimated  receipts  for  the  next  financial 
year  are  $220,000,  and  the  expenditures  S270,o6o. 
It  is  probable  that,  in  the  financial  year  succeed- 
ing the  next,  an  appropriation  wUl  be  required  to 
provide  for  a  new  boat  to  take  the  place  of  the 
General  Grant,  which  has  become  in  many  re- 
spects unsuited  to  run  with  the  other  boats.  It  ig 
with  satisfaction  that  the  directors  caU  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  large  in- 
crease of  travel  across  the  ferries,  not  a  single  se- 
rious accident  has  occurred  during  the  year,  a  fact 
which  reflects  credit  upon  the  officers  and  men 
having  charge  of  the  several  boats.  The  directors 
would  also  call  attention  to  the  universal  expres- 
sion of  approval  coming  from  those  using  the  fer- 
ries during  the  year  past,  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
boats,  their  regularity  in  running  and  the  im- 
proved condition  of  the  ferry  houses.  To  main- 
tain the  department  properly  will  reqviire  liberal 
appropriations  by  the  City  Council  as  well  as  a 
careful  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  directors. 
The  cost  to  the  city,  up  to  this  date,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  boats,  franchise,  etc.,  and  the  run- 
ning expenses,  also,  the  revenue  from  tolls,  has 
been^for  1869-70  as  follows : 
Cost  of  boats,  franchise  and   discount  on 

loan $276,375  00 

Running  expenses  up  to  this  date  (4  years)..   1,008,101  66 
.Bevenue  up  to  this  date  (4  years) 789,166  04 

This  leaves  a  deficit  of  $218,935  02,  ,to  which 
should  be  added  the  interest  on  the  loan  made  for 
the  purchase  of  the  boats,  etc.  The  annexed  ex- 
hibit shows  in  detail  the  expenditures  of  the  pa*t 
year  and  the  nature  of  the  public  travel  using  the 
ferries.  In  conclusion  tne  directors  desire  to  rec- 
ognize the  fidelity  and  valuable  services  of  their 
Clerk,  Superintendent  and  Assistant-Superintend- 
ent. Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  D.  Kbllt  (President), 
Nehemiah  Gibson, 
Chablbs  Stanwood, 
Samuel  B.  Hopkiks, 
S.  B.  Stebbivs, 
Joshua  Weston, 
Ebenezeb  Adams,  Directors. 
The  number  of  teams,  passengers,  etc.,  which 
have  passed  over  the  ferries  during  the  year  are 
given  as  follows :  Teams — one-horse,  436,714;  two- 
horse  do.,  178,826;  three-hoise,  5618;   four-horse, 
7031 ;  five-horse,  2 ;  six-horse,  2.    Carriages — two- 
horse,     18,202;    three-horse,   1;      four-horse,     6; 
drags,     etc.  —  one-horse,     28T;    two-horse,     266; 
three-horse,    240;   'four-horse,     353;     five-horse, 
6;  six-horse,  2;    caravans— three-horse,  1;    four- 
horse,  34;   five-cent  tolls,  18,278;    three-cent   toU, 
1.    Total  received  for  teams,  etc.,  $87,146  51.     Re- 
ceived" for  foot  passe jgers,  $126,649  73;   received 
from  the  North  Ferry,  $84,235  56 ;  from  the  South 
J'erry,  $129,560  68. 

MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETEBY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  ordered  printed  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  balance  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  was  $6867  42.  The  annual  appropriation 
made  by  the  City  Council,  $15,000;  receipts  for  sale 
of  lots,  etc.,  during  the  year,  $20,793  69;  total, 
$42,661 11.  The  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
cemetery  were  $39,849  37,  leaving  a  balance  on 
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hand  of  §2811 74.  The  recepts  for  the  sale 
of  lots,  as  compared  with  the  iirevioiis  year,  show 
a  decrease  of  ahout  twt-nty-three  hundred  dol- 
lars. Several  times  during  the  past  year  the  atten- 
tion of  the  trustees  has  l)een  called  by  persons  de- 
sirous of  purchasing^  lots  to  the  fact  that  the  city 
was  offering  lots  in  its  other  cemetery  (the  "Ceoar 
Grove")  at  much  lower  prices  per  foot  than  those 
charged  in  Mt.  Hope,  thus  actually  competing 
witli  itself,  and  at  the  same  time  granting  annual 
appropriations  to  both  cemeteries.  This  state  of 
things  ought  not  to  exist.  Either  both  cemete- 
ries shoultl  be  placed  under  one  management  or 
the  City  Council  should  establish  a  uniform  scale 
of  prices  for  tlie  lots.  In  this  connection  it  should 
be  borne  ui  mind  that  the  larger  jiart  of  the  annual 
appropriation  made  for  Mt.  Hope  is  required  for 
that  part  of  the  inclosure  known  as  the  "City" 
Cemstei-y,  where  strangers  and  the  poor  are 
buried  for  a  merely  nominal  price. 

During  the  year  a  very  successful  effort  has 
been  made  to  provide  a  permanent  fund  for  the 
perpetual  care  of  lots,  and  it  is  hoped  that  other 
lot  owners  will  recognize  the  importance  of  this 
effort  and  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
depositing  with  the  city  a  sum,  the  interest"  on 
which  will  secure  in  the  future  the  extra  care  and 
labor  which  are  bestowed  upon  lots  thus  provided 
for. 

The  labor  performed  in  the  cemetery  during  the 
year  comprises  the  finishing  of  sixty-eight  lots  be- 
tween Central  and  Channing  avenues  and  eleven 
half  lots  on  Greenwood  avenue.  Eleven  hundred 
and  forty-five  feet  of  roadway  have  been  made  and 
underlaid  with  stone,  and  seven  hundred  feet  of 
gutters  have  been  paved.  Substantial  progress 
has  been  made  upon  the  pond — about  one  acre 
having  been  excavated  to  the  depth  of  from  three 
to  ten  feet.  One  hundred  t-.ud  twenty-one  monu- 
ments and  tablets  have  been  erected,  among 
which  is  the  verv  handsome  monument  of  cannon 
on  the  lot  owned  by  Post  7  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 

The  interments  made  during  the  year  numljer 
506,  making  in  aU  6646  now  in  the  cemetery,  ex- 
clusive of  tliose  in  the  Cit^  Cemetery.  The  addi- 
tional facilities  provided  during  the  "past  year  for 
conveyance  to  the  cemetery  meet  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  tlie  public,  and  the  same  management 
will  be  continued  during  the  ensuing  year  with  an 
additional  coach  running  to  connect  with  trains 
on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  at  Mattapan  for  the 
convenience  of  lot  owners  residing  in  bouth  Bos- 
ton and  Uoj'Chester.  .  . . 

In  conclusion  it  gives  the  trustees  pleasure  te 
again  acknowledge  the  generous  cooperation  of 
the  City  Council,  as  shown  by  their  appropriations 
for  the"  coming  year,  and  to  recognize  the  valua- 
ble services  rendered  by  their  superintendent  a»d 
secretary. 

ResiJectfully  submitted, 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 

JosKPH  P.  Paine, 

Charles  Caverlt,  Jr., 

Samuel  B.  Hopkixs, 
•  Alaxsox  Bkjelow, 

David  Whiston, 

William  Minot,  Jr.,     Trustees. 

ELECTION  OF    A.SSESSOR. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Assess- 
ors' Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
munication of  the  Board  of  Assessors  announcing; 
a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Daniel  H.  "Whit- 
ney, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  elec- 
tion of  Benjamin  F.  Palmer.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the 
Board  proceeded  to  an  election.  Aldermen  Harris 
ami  Peters  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  thatBeujamin  F. 
Palmer  had  received  twelve  votes.  ]Mr.  Palmer 
was  declared  unanimously  elected  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  tor  the  Committee  on  4.s- 
sessor's  Department — Report,  leave  to  withdraw, 
on  petition  of  E.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox,  that  certain 
taxes  paid  by  them  may  l)e  refunded.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pp- 

■  lice — Reports  recommending  the  confirmation  of 

the  appointments  of  police  officers  for  the  city  Of 

Boston  communicated  to  the  Board  April  20  and 

April  27.    Accepted,  and  appointments  confirmed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims— Report,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of 
William  Elms,  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered  to 
the  town  of  West  Roxbury  as  roadmaster.  Ac- 
cepted. 


By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Par- 
ing—Report recommending  tlie  trranting  of  peti- 
tion of  Pearson  &  Tibbett.s,  to"'  project  ,L-iu(«rn 
from  front  of  preu'ibes,  84  and  86  Friend  street. 
Acceiited. 

Reports,  leave  to  witlidraw,  on  the  petitions  of 
H.  A.  Campbell  and  John  B.  Vorsin,  to  be  paid  for 

frade  damages  on  Cabot  street;  Henry  Conroy, 
or  compensation  for  grade  damages  on  Weston 
street ;  John  S.  Whiting,  agent  for  Barker  estate, 
for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on  Hesley 
street,  Charlestown;  Anton  Bakerer,  to  be  paid  fo"r 
labor  and  materials  contributed  to  fill  Mechanic 
street;  J.  H.  Chadwick  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Chad- 
wick  street  be  paved  with  wood ;  heirs  of  Thacher 
Sweat,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Weston 
street ;  John  and  Alartin  F.  Mulligan  and  Andrew 
Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Cabot 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Report,  no  further  action  necessary,  upon  peti- 
tion of  J.  C.  Stimpson,  executor,  for  abatement 
of  Cottage-street  betterment  (Ward  16)  assessment, 
as  said  petitioner  has  acceded  to  the  assessment 
referred  to.    Accepted. 

Report,  no  further  action  necessary,  on  petition 
of  Jane  IS.  Brock  for  compensation  for  lands  and 
building  taken  in  widemng  of  Washington  and 
Adams  street,  as  the  claim  has  beev.. settled  in 
coiirt.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  George  W.  Claypole,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  betterment  on  Lin- 
coln street,  Brighton,  that  as  the  petitioner  by  his 
statement  does iiot  object  to  the  assessment  for 
betterment  on  his  estate,  if  he  is  paid  such  grade 
damages  consequent  upon  the  laying  out  as  he 
oonsiclers  due  him,  the  committee  recommend 
that  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  Report  accepted  and  reference  ordered 
as  recommended. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  pe- 
tition of  Mark  Folsom,for  leave  to  use  naphtha  in 
manufacture  of  rubber  cement,  on  lots  419  and  423 
Medf ord  street,  Charlestown ;  the  building  to  be 
150  feet  from  any  other  building.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bi<>,elo\v,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following 
licenses  :  D.  C.  Hull,  to  give  concert  at  Tremont 
Temple,  May  4;  Alonzo  Hastings,  auctioneer,  121 
Main  street,  Cliarlestown  ;  Eugene  McCarthy,  for 
billiard  table  at  corner  of  Alford  and  Main  streets; 
'AldenBartlett,  auctioneer,  Green  street,  Ward  it; 
Gorliam  &  Brooks,  billiard  saloon,  339  Broadway: 
Burnham  &  Watson,  auctioneers,  213  Washington 
street;  O.Douglass  etcU.,  for  transfer  of  hack 
licenses ;  W.  F.  Carlton,  intelligence  office  at  43 
Green  street;  James  F.  Walsh,  DiUiard  saloon  at 
532  Main  street,  Charlestown;  William  Lynch, 
wagon  license,  218  Causeway  street;  AVarren- 
street  Chapel,  to  hold  May  festival  at  Mu- 
sic Hall  May  13;  J.  G.  Abbott,  wagon,  10 
Court  square ;  C.  J.  Lynch,  wagon,  corner  Essex 
and  Kingston  streets';  John  Roberts,  hack,  24 
Chardon  street ;  L.  B.  Lent,  to  exhibit  circus  in 
this  city  fi  om  May  18  to  June  1 ;  George  C.  Conant, 
pawnbroker,  21  School  street;  2  bootblacks  and  14 
newsboys  (minors'  applications).  Also  reports 
(leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  following  applica- 
tions: Joseph  S.  O'Gorman,  for  auctioneer's 
license  at  13  Court  square ;  George  Tjaier,  for  wag- 
on stand  at  11  Summer  street.  Severally  accepted. 

TictuaUers'  Licenses  Granted— H.  P.  Kelly  & 
Co.,  corner  Cambridge  and  Temple  streets;  Silas 
C.  Read,  .655  Washington  street;  F.  Schira,  63 
Sudbury  street ;  P.  J.  Ryan,  corner  Beacon  street 
and  Brookline  avenue  ;  Ermond  J.  McClench,  1350 
Tremont  street ;  Christian  Kammerer,  579  Dor- 
chester avenue ;  Heath  .&  McClench,  1376  Tremont 
street;  Edward  Sheridan,  193  Hanover  .street; 
James  Keenan,  307  North  street ;  John  J.  Coffey, 
102Leverett  street;  John  McDonough,  corner  of 
O  and  Eighth  streets.  South  Boston ;  Eugene  J.Sul- 
livan, 50  Bedford  street;  John  Welch,  169  North 
street; Henry  A.Gustefson.41  Sudbui-y  street;  Ste- 
phen Wilson,  36  Phillips  street;  Andreas  Bassei-t,  58 
Sudbury  street;  J.  H.  Donnellr,  209  Broadway; 
Fred  A.  Mcllrov,  1102  Tremont  street ;  Luther  G. 
Lambert,  1  Central  wharf;  Andrew  Bader- 
schneider,  9  and  11  Province  street;  George  K. 
SavUl,  4  Warren  street ;  Charles  H.  Hallett,  1  Han- 
over street;  Ernst  Gottschalk,  45  Court  street; 
William  H.Jones  &  Co.,  2514  State  street;  Mar- 
garet Shehan.  19  India  square:  Richard  Hineh- 
nile,  200  Atlantic  avenue:  Andrew  Dunning,  618 
Washington  street :  James  T.  Wellington,  193  Eliot 
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street;  Brown  Brotheris,  15  Boylston  street;  Da^A 
E.  Fitzgeralil,  19  La  Grange  street;  Jabez 
"Vr.  Barton,  19  Kilby  i>treet;  J.  E.  Ryan,  670  Wash- 
ington street;  Hugh  Blakeuey,  -143  Broadway; 
Jolin  KelsKsh,  290  Broadway ;  William  F,  Dempsey, 
164V2  Broadway ;  Thomas  Heaphy,  119  Blackstone 
street;  Bobert  A.  Sullivan,  15<i  Ea.jt  Dover  street; 
John  Ryan,  1155  Washington  street ;  Frederick  L. 
Smith,  66  Maveriek  square ;  William  Bagley,  128 
lierrimac  street;  R.  H.  Yeaton,  86  and  87  Sudbury 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Granted — Matthias  Fierling, 
831  AVashington  street:  G.  W.  Stackpole,  Merri- 
mac  House ;  Pearson  &  Tibbetts,  84  and  86  Friend, 
street:  William  I'faff,  155  Fleaaant  street;  Ferry 
&  Anderson,  corner  Kneeland  and  South  streets; 
Michael  J.  Flynn,  16  Harrison  avenue.  Severally 
accepted. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— John  Luie,  795 
Tremont  street ;  Fennelly  &  Caldwell,  812  Wa.sh- 
ington  street ;  J.  C.  Hoernle,  680  Wasington  street : 
John  Seddon,  69  Essex  street;  H.  B.  Bacharacks, 
298  Tremont  street;  Henry  Fuchs,  49  Friend  street ; 
Ellen  Heart,  corner  Orleans  and  Eveiett  streets; 
James  Glancy,  34  Cross  street.  Severally  accepted. 

By  AldermanWorthington,:f  or  the  Committee  on 
Heaitb  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in  favor 
of  granting  the  petitions  of  George  C  McGregor 
for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on  Tudor  street, 
between  F  and  Dorchester,  and  James  Fuller,  to 
occupy  wooden  stable  near  corner  of  River  and 
Cedar"streets  (Ward  16).    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  Committee  on  Mai'- 
ket,  etc. — Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition 
of  William  Melviu  for  leave  to  change  his  meat 
stall  in  Faneuil-Hall  Mai'ket  to  a  poultry  stall  and 
lease  the  same  to  Nathan  Brewer.    Accepted. 

By  jUderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — 

Ord«r  to  pay  Central  Wharf  and  Wet  Dock  Cor- 

g oration  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  for  land  and 
amages  occasioned  by  the  construction  of  a  sew- 
er along  the  north  side  of  Central  wharf,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  Atlantic  Avenue  loan. 

The  order  having  been  read  once.  Alderman 
PoAver  said,  I  do  not  ask  to  have  this  order  take 
its  second  reading  today,  but  to  express  the  hope 
that,  as  it  is  an  important  one,  and  involves  the 
expenditure  of  a  large  siuu  of  money,  gentlemen 
will  look  into  the  subject.  It  is  important  that 
this  order  be  passed  one  week  from  today,  to 
avoid  a  lawsuit. 

The  order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Eugiups — Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Charles  F.  Story,  for  kave  to  locate 
and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Reed  and  Far- 
num  streets.    Accepted. 

l!y  AldeiTnan  Stebbius,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries — Rei>ort  on  petition  of  An";us  J«'elson, 
Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accomiiauying  order: 

t)rdered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
$ni)erlntendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  monthly 
instalments,  for  assistance  in  operating  the  draw 
of  said  bridge;  said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the 
compensation  heretofore  allowed. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbtns—It  Is  rather  desirable  that 
this  order  should  be  passed  today.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  close  of  the  Broadway  Bridge  an 
immense  amount  of  travel  has  been  tmown  across 
Dover-street  Bridge.  By  the  advice  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  have  reported  this  allowance  for  the 
Superintendent  to  procure  assistance.  I  there- 
fore ask  that  the  order  take  its  second  rejiding 
today.  ■' 

Alderman  Peters-*How  does  the  closing  of 
Broadway  Bridge  make  more  vessels  pass  through 
Dover-street  Bridge? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  did  not  say  it  had  in- 
creased the  number  of  vessels ;  the  travel  over 
the  bridge  has  been  affected  by  closing  Broadway 
Bridge.  But  there  has  been  an  immense  increase 
of  traffic  by  vessels  south  of  Dover-street  Bridge; 
formerly  but  one  or  two  hunched  vessels  passed 
through  there;  now  there  are  some  four  or  five 
hundred. 

Alderman  Power— I  object  to  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading  today,  and  I  object  to  its  passage 
in  toco.  1  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  should 
bring  in  an  order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Dover -street  Bridge,  when 
there  are  five  hundred  applicants  for  the  place, 
the  greater  portion  of  whom  are  as  competent  for 
the  position  as  he  is.    I  do  not  think  the  increase 


is  called  for,  any  more  than  for  any  other  superin- 
tendent, and  I  cannot  see  why  this  one  should  be 
singled  out  from  aU  the  rest. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  he 
being  associated  with  me  on  the  Committee  on 
Bridges.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  faithful  Superintendent 
of  Dover-street  Bridge,  as  honest  a  superintend- 
ent as  there  is  in  the  service  of  the  city  ot 
Boston.  His  salary  is  only  «!1400  per  year;  he 
has  to  employ  two  or  three  assistants,  and 
hec  anuot  get  along  without  them.  The 
Superintendent  of  Mount  Washington-avenue 
Bridge  has  $2000  a  year  and  employs  the  same 
amount  of  help ;  the  Superintendent  of  Federal- 
street  Bridge  has  fSOOO.  This  Superintendent 
how  has  an  additional  draw  to  care  for ;  he  has  to 
turn  it  some  eight  thousand  times  in  a  .year,  and 
if  you  desire  your  work  faithfully  done"  you  cer^ 
tai'nly  cannot  expect  him  to  employ  three  assist- 
ants and  pay  them  out  of  his  own  pocket 
when  you  give  him  only  $1400  a  year.  I 
think  this  addition  of  ^300  is  commendable, 
and  I  suppose  the  reason  it  has  come  in  at 
this  late  day  is  becaiLse  nothing  was  said 
about  it  when  the  salaries  of  other  officers  were 
acted  upon  by  the  committee.  I  know  there  are 
plenty  of  young  men  ambitious  to  get  the  super- 
intendency  of  this  bridge,  but  they  are  not  re- 
sponsible ;  they  are  not  men  whom  I  would  trust 
to  take  care  of  this  bridge  twenty-four  hours.  An 
accident  might  occur  some  day  by  which  the  city 
of  Boston  would  lose  more  than  the  whole  salary 
of  the  Superintendent.  Therefore,  I  trust  this 
Board  will  pass  this  order  today,  and  do  this  faith- 
ful Superintendent  justice. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  I  know  the  Superiui^ 
tendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down.  He  is  a  good,  safe, 
honest  man ;  yet  there  is  not  a  superintendent  of 
a  bridge  in  Boston  with  whom  there  is  more  fault 
found  than  with  this  one.  He  is  an  old  sailor,  and 
knows  nothing  but  how  to  obey  orders.  He  does 
his  duties  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  ability,  but  they  are  not  done  so  .satisfactorily 
.to  the  public  as  they  might  be.  I  have  de- 
fended him  and  voted  to  keep  him  there, 
notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  some  of  the 
best  people  in  South  Boston,  because  I  think  he  is 
better  than  others  who  are  applicants.  His  salary 
is  just  as  good  today  ai  that  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Federal-street  Bridge,  who  gets  i$3000,  and  who 
has  double  the  work  of  this  man.  Were  it  not 
that  this  Superintendent's  son  attends  to  and 
does  tlie  principal  part  of  the  work,  a  great 
number  of  the  people  in  South  Boston  would 
have  come  here  and  remonstrated  against  his 
i-eappointment.  Yet  I  acknowledge  he  is  an  hon- 
est man  and  does  his  duty,  but  not  in  as  pleasant 
and  agreeable  a  manner  as  it  might  be  done,  and  as 
satisfactorily  to  the  people  who  pass  over  that 
bridge.  If  the  Committee  on  Bridges  had  thought 
his  salary  should  be  raised  they  would  have  rec- 
ommended it.  This  matter  comes  before  me  for 
the  first  time.  K  I  had  been  consulted  by  the 
committee  I  should  have  oijposed  it  as  I  do  now. 

Alderman  Peters— There  does  not  setm  to  be  any 
necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  order  today,  and 
I  think  it  should  take  the  usual  course.  I  move 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  order  be 
postponed  for  one  week. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  ob,iection  to  the  or- 
der being  postponed,  because  I  think  that  it  the 
Aldermen  will  study  the  merits  of  the  case 
they  will  vote  for  it.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  says  this  is  the  first  knowledge  he 
has  had  of  this  matter.  There  was  a  petition 
passed  through  this  Board  from  the  Sui)erintend- 
ent  of  Dover  street  Bridge,  for  an  increase  of  salary, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 
If,  as  the  Alderman  says,  the  Superintendent  has  a 
valuable  son  there  with  him,  then  we  ought  to 
add  a  little  more  to  the  old  gentleman's  salary  for 
the  sake  of  his  son.  I  do  not  object  to  the  order 
lying  over. 

.,,  Alderman  Power — I  am  well  aware  of  the  Super- 
intendent's application  to  this  Board  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary,  but  he  never  made  such  an  appli- 
cation to  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  I  should 
think  if  anybody  knew  anything  about  it  it  would 
be  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  I  should  not  ex- 
pect that  the  Committee  on  Salaries  would  rexjort 
such  an  increase  here  without  consulting  the 
Committee  on  Bridges. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Committee  on  Salaries 
invited  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bridges 
to  appear  before  them  and  give  his  opinion  on  the 
subject.  a  ^ji 


255 


BOARD       OF       AJLDKRMEN, 


The  order  was  postponed  for  one  week  by  a  ris- 
ing vote — 6  for,  5  against. 

IJy   Alderman    Ilarris,  for  the    Committee   on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  EdM-ard  L.  Bartlett  §1735,  for  land 
and  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Lin- 
coln street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Abigail  H.  Norwood  .'522.5,  for  land 
and  damages  occasioned  by  the  ■widening  of 
Stouj'hton  .street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Or<[ers  to  pay  Mary  Dimmock  $82.3  50  and 
Jeroiwe  Seidenstick<?r  .';?112  30,  for  land  and  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Magazine 
street.    Read  once.' 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Alfred  T.  Gray  $1904  91, 
for  land  damages  occasioned  by  widening  St. 
James  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall— Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  E.  D.  Linton  et  al.,  for  change  of  rules  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery— 
•  Oidercd,  That  the  expense  of  placing  an  elera- 
tor  in  the  City  Hall,  as  provided  by  tlie  order  of 
the  City  Council,  passed  April  23, 1874,  be  charged 
to  the  special  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  and 
not  to  tiie  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings,  as 
provided  in  said  order,  and  that  said  order 'be  and 
it  is  hereby  amended  accordingly. 

Alderman  Emery— Perhaps  a  little  explanation 
of  this  order  is  necessary.  The  order  for  the  coh- 
striictiou  of  an  elevator  vas  introduced  into  the 
other  branch  and  laid  upon  the  table  before  the 
special  appropriation  for  that  object  was  consid- 
ered, and  when  it  was  put  upon  its  passage  the 
necessary  change,  to  make  it  chargeable  to  the 
Special  appropnation,  was  inadvertently  omitted. 
As  the  original  order  reads,  the  expense  is  charge- 
able to  the  appropriation'  for  Piiblic  Buildings ; 
this  amendment  will  make  it  chargeable  to  the 
special  appropriation  made  for  that  object.  It  is 
merely  a  correction  of  the  wording  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  Committee  on  Asses- 
sors' Department- 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  author- 
ized to  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  upon  such 
terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  of 
the  city,  the  old  volumes  of  records  containing  the 
names  of  the  owners  and  the  assessed  value  of 
each  parcel  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
'   Read  once. 
'.  By  Alderman  Harris— 

:"  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Licenses  be  re- 
wtiested  to  report  for  the  consideration  of  this 
Board  an  order  establishing  the  rates  of  fare  to  be 
charged  for  the  conveyance  of  persons  and  bag- 
igage  in  hackney  carriages  between  Charlestown 
amd  other  sections  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "Charlestown,"  the  words 
"Brighton  and  "West  Roxbury." 

Aldemian  Power — I  think  the  amendment  is  su- 
perfluous ;  the  order  covers  the  ground  already. 

Alderman  Peters— This  order  woiUrt  include  the 
rates  of  fair  from  Charlestown  to  Wards  17  and  19, 
and  from  those  wards  to  Charlestown.  I  wish  to 
have  it  include  the  rates  to  be  charged  from  other 
parts  of  the  city  to  and  from  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  committee  of  the 
Board  appointed  to  confer  with  a  like  committee 
of  the  Common  Council  on  the  subject  matter  of 
differences  between  the  two  branches  relating  to 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets — Re- 
port that  the  tvro  committees  met  and  conferred, 
and  agreed  to  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  be  tixed  at  the  rate  of 
$3800  per  annum,  in  f uU  consideration  for  all  his 
Services.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  now  move  that  section 
three  of  that  order  on  page  seven  of  the  second 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  amended 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee. 

Alderman  Peters— Is  not  the  Salary  bill  still  be- 
fore the  Common  Council,  they  not  having  voted 
upon  that  section? 

The  Chairman— A  committee  was  appointed  by 
this  Board  to  meet  a  committee  of  conference 
from  the  Common  Council ;  that  committee  has 
made  a  report  to  this  Board  that  it  has  been 
agreed  upon  to  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$3800  per  annum  in  full  for  all  his  services.  It 
seems  to  the  Chair  to  be  perfectly  proper  for  this 


Board  to  pass  this  order  and  let  it  go  to  the  Conv-- 
mon  Council  for  concurrence.  '  t 

The  section  was  ameided  as  moved  by  Alder^ 
man  Stebbins,  and  the  order  passed.  ' 

By  Alderman  f  !uttflr  for  the  Committee  on  Pay- 
ing—Reports severally  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  net  the  edgestones  and, 
pave  the  sidewalks  where  required  on  Milk  street, 
Charlestown,  also  to  nave  the  gutters  and  macad- 
amize the  roadwav  or  said  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  St.  James  street  as  recently: 
widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Contmlssionere- 
ISetween  Regent  street  and  Danforth  place,  and  to 
set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  said 
widening.    Estimated  cost,  $1000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  westerly  side  of  Warren 
street,  between  Buena  Vista  avenue  and  Rockland 
street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  exiieuse  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Newbern  street,  according  to 
the  established  grade,  reset  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters.    Estimated  cost,  8600. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Eustis  street,  between  Dear- 
born and  Magazine  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  reset  the  edgestones  and  rupave  a  por- 
tion of  the  roadway  of  Kneeland  street  between 
Harrison  avenue  and  Hudson  street.  Estimated 
cost,  S600. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Newbern  street,  near  Weston  street,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor, 
dated  April  20, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  otfice  of 
said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  fill  Blue  Hill  avenue  near  Glen-road 
Street  to  its  full  width,  and  to  grade  the  siilewalk 
With  gravel.    Estimated  cost  $500. 

■  Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  around  Madison  square.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on  West 
and  Beacham  streets,  Chajlestown,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

■  Ordered,  That  the  Superiuteudent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Alf ord  street,  from  Main  street 
to  the  Maiden  Bridge,  Charlestown,  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $19,000. 

•  Ordered,  That  the  Superintenilent  of  Streets  be 
■directed  to  pave  Union  street  from  Dock  square 
to  Haymarket  square  -with  small  granite  blocks. 
Estimated  cost,  $12,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on 
Bower  street,  Roxbury,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  Heni-y 
Poor  &  Son  to  extend  a  shafting  across  Matthews 
street,  near  Congress  street,  upon  condition  that 
they  shall  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  holding  the  city 
harmless  for  all  damages  which  may  be  caused  to 
persons  or  property  by  the  extending  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  shaft  across  said  Matthews  street: 
upon  condition  also  that  they  shall  remove  said 
shaft  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Wal- 
worth Manufacturing  Company  to  lay  a  pipe 
under  Hawley  street  for  shafting  pui-poses,  upon 
condition  that  said  company  shall  first  give  to  the 
city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  holding  the  city  harmless  for  any 
and  all  damages  whicli  may  be  caused  to  persons 
or  property  by  the  laying  or  maintaining  of  said 
■pipe  under  sa'id  street;  also  upon  condition  that 
said  company  shall  remove  said  pipe  when  ordered 
no  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  bricks  the  sidewalk  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Tremout  street,  between  Kendall 
street  and  Hammond  park ;  also  upon  the  southerly 
side  of  Kendall,  between  Tiemont  street  and 
'South  avenue,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  that,  in  the 
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opinion  of  this  Board,  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Broadway,  between  Dor- 
chester and  Eighth  streets,  be  paved  with  small 
{granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be  directed 
to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  their  traclts  on  said 
strtet  with  small  granite  blocks ;  said  work  to  De 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Middlesex  RaUroad  Compa.iy,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  tais  Boai-d  the  publin  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Union  street  be  pived  with 
small  granite  blocks,  nnd  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  their  tracks 
on  said  street  with  small  granite  blocks ;  said  work 
to  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  RaUroad  Company,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  BoanI,  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Union  street  be  paved  with 
small  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  their 
tracks  on  said  street  with  small  granite  blocks; 
said  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  tlie  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  John  Rush  f  300,  for  grade 
damages  at  132  Bennington  street.  Read  twice 
and  pas-ed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, who  were  requested  to  report  an  orai- 
nance  permitting  the  office  of  Sealers  of  Weights 
and  Measures  to  be  located  outside  of  City  HaU— 
Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying ordinance: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.— 

Section  1.  Tl^e  ordinance  relating  to  the  Sealers 
of  Weights  and  Measures  as  printed  in  the  edition 
of  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  year  1869,  is  here- 
bv  amended  by  inserting  after  the  words  "City 
.riall,"  in  the  second  line  of  the  sixth  section,  the 
words  "or  in  stich  other  building  as  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  of  the  City  C  ouncU  on  Pub- 
lic Buildmgs  may  from  time  to  time  designate." 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 

Ordered,  That  $34  82  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Thomas  Condon  for  a  sewer  in  Lexington 
street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Pat- 
rick Donahoe ;  that  $6  57  be  abated  from  the  a.-^- 
sessment  of  Jabez  Frederick's  heirs  for  a  sewer 
on  Summer  s-treet,  and  the  same  amount  be  as- 
sessed upon  Charles  E.  Cook;  that  .$75  be  abated 
from  the  assessment  of  Jacob  Herthel,  and  $36  27 
from  the  assessment  of  Dora  Herthel,  for  a  sewer 
on  Ruggles  street,  on  account  of  previous  pay- 
ments: that  $68  91  be  assessed  upon  James  Cough- 
Ian  for  a  sewer  on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessments,  of  Thomas  G. 
Caldwell,  Longwood  avenue;  (Jeorge  Davis,  16 
Clifford  street;  and  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor, 
Dudley  street;  aUo  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition 
of  B.'P.  Beane,  et  al.,  that  a  common  sewer  bs 
constructed  through  La  Grange  place,  Roxbury; 
and  of  Alexander  Mann  et  nl.,  for  sewer  in  Wil- 
liams st-eet,  Charlestown,  the  last-named  street 
being  private  property.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Wortliington,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  contract  with  Ar- 
temas  Winchester  for  the  collection  and  removal 
of  house  offal  from  West  Roxbury  (Ward  17) 
without  the  limits  of  the  city  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  May  1 ,  1874,  at  the  rate  ot  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  James 
O'Young  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
offal  from  East  Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  January  1,  1874,  at  the  rate  of  $3000  per  an- 
num. 

Severally  read  once. 


By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Company 
K,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry  M.  V.  M.,  at  143 
Broadway,  be  and  the  same  ii^  hereby  approved  as 
a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equip- 
ments. 

Read  once 

WATER  SUPI'LY  FOR  THE    HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  May  4th,  1874. 

To  tlie  Honorabl e,  the  City  Council  of  Boston : 
Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  the  '  fact  that  the  present 
supply  of  water  <at  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion is  equal  only  to  the  ordinary  demands 
of  the  institution.  In  case  of  flre  but  one  hydrant 
can  be  made  available,  and  the  pressure  upon  it 
is  not  sufficient  to  force  a  stream  upon  the  roof  of 
any  of  the  buildings.  In  a  communication  to  this 
board  upon  the  subject,  the  Water  Board  state 
that  the  expense  of  laying  pipe  of  larger  size, 
placing  hydrants,  etc,,  v\allbe  twent>--flve  hundred 
dollars.  This  item  of  expense  was  not  contem- 
})lated  when  the  estimates  for  the  present  financial 
year  were  prepared,  but  inasmuch  as  an  addition- 
al supply  of  water  is  imperatively  demanded,  to 
meat  the  wants  of  the  institution,  and  to  prot'jct 
the  property  of  the  city  and  prevent  a  conflagra- 
tion, the  Board  of  Directors  request  the  authority 
of  the  City  Council  to  increase  the  water  supply. 
Respectfully,  J.  P.  Bradlee, 

President. 

The  communication  was  sent  down. 

Aldermaji  Power  offei'ed  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  be  authorized  to  procure  an  additional 
i^upply  of  water  for  the  institutions  at  South  Bos- 
ton, as  set  forth  in  their  communication  of  this 
date,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  same,  not  ex- 
ceeding $2500,  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Institutions  at  South  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  DUDLEY  SOHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee   on    Paving   con- 
sider  the    expediency   of    paving  with  wood  the 
streets  around  the  new  Dudley  Scnoolhouse. 
Passed. 

THE  AUDITOB'S  .\NNUAL  REPORT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
( )rdered.  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  for  the  financial  year  1873-74,  be  sub- 
mitted in  print,  and  that  five  thousand  live  hun- 
dred copies  thereof  be  printed ;  that  three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  copies  oe  retained  in  the 
custody  of  the  Auditor,  at  City  Hall,  for  distribu- 
tion, and  that  the  remainder  be  placed  in  the 
several  police  station  houses,  also  for  distribution ; 
and  further,  that  pu'ilic  advertisement  be  made 
of  the  fact,  in  the  newspapers,  that  said  reports 
have  been  placed  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  City  Hall, 
and  in  the  several  police  station  houses,  for  dis- 
tribution, where  the  citizens  may  obtain  them  on 
application. 
Read  once. 

THE  INSPECTOR    OF  MTLK. 

Aldeiman  Emery  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
Alderman  Cutter's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  tlie  order  was  i)assed  to  ])lace  the  In- 
spector of  Milk  under  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report,  etc. 

The  Chair  being  in  dount  as  to  the  result  of  the 
vote.  Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  motion  was  lost,  there  being  a  tie, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow.  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Worthington — 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power,  Stebbins — 6. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Coimnoii  Council, 


MAY    7,    1H74. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Couucil  was  held  at  eight  <?clock  1*.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDEKMEN. 

Annual  report  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery. Referred  to  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery. 

Annual  report  of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries and  quarterly  reports  of  the  City  Clerk,  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  City  Registrar  and  Superinten- 
dent of  North  Scales.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Messiiiger  &  Co.,  Edwin  Ball,  Leon- 
ard Pickering,  Isaac  Lorey  and  Co.  B,  Ninth  Reg- 
iment Infantry.  Severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Message  from  the  Mayor,  submitting  a  letter 
from  George  Goodnow  donating  $1000  to  City 
Hotpital.  Referred  lo  Committee  on  the  City 
Hospital. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  T.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox  that  certain 
taxes  assessed  on  their  estates  in  Ward  16  may  be 
refunded ;  of  William  Elms  to  be  paid  for  services 
rendered  the  town  of  West  Rjxbury  as  roadmas- 
ter.    Severally  accepted. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  in  the  chair — 

Order  amending  the  order  passed  April  23,  in  re- 
lation to  an  elevator  for, City  Hall,  charging  the 
expense  of  the  same  to  the  special  appropriation 
for  that  purpose,  instead  of  to  "Public  Build- 
ings."   Read  twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Communication  from  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions on  Water  Supply  at  South  Boston.  Placed 
on  file. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  supply  of  water 
to  he  procured  for  the  institutions  at  houth  Eos- 
ton,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2500.  Read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  All.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  Sealing  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
Ordinance  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Benjamin  F.  Palmer  to  fill 
the  vacancy  in  the  hoard  of  Assessors  caused  by 
the  death  of  Daniel  H.  Whitney,  and  certiflcate  of 
election  of  said  Palmer  to  said  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1,  the  rule 
requiring  the  nomination  to  lie  OTer  was  suspend- 
ed, and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 
MesM-s.  Weston  of  Ward  1,  Thacher  of  Ward  15, 
and  Crowley  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  a  coaimit- 
tee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  repoited  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  ot  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Benjarnin  F.  Palmer .14 

Charles  E.  Grant 4 

Aaron  D.  Capen 1 

Robert  Vose,  Jr 1 

George  A.  Simmons 1 

Josephus  O'Shannahan 1 

Mr.  Palmer  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Amendment  to  the  Salary  bill,  fixing  the  salary 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  at  the  rate  of 
.•33800,  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
voted  to  concur  in  the  amendment. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Charlestown  City  Hall  to  accommodate  a  branch 
of  the  Public  Librarv,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1500.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  $200  to  each  post  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps,  towards  the  exjienses  of  Decoration  Day. 
Passed. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— Petition  of  W.  C.  M. 
Downing  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
by  a  fall  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  in 
front  of  No.  153  Meritlian  street.  East  Boston.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  22— Petition  of  C.  L.  Lo- 
throp  to  have  a  bill  for  supplies  furnished  the 
Cl.ief  of  Police  of  Charlestown,  in  1872,  paid.  Re- 
ferrec"  to  Committee  on  Claims. 


Petition  of  C.  Fowler  &  Son  for  leave  to  erect  a 
frame  building  on  Main  street,  Charlestown.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee 
on  Claims — Report  on  petition  of  Nathaniel  Cush- 
ing,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  alleged  defect  in  Bartlett  street,  Charlestown, 
in  1872,  recommending  that  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  the  Harbor — 

The  Committee  on  the  Harbor,  to  whom  was 
committed  the  orders  and  communication  relative 
to  the  taking  ot  gravel  from  Long  Island  find  that 
the  only  action  of  the  City  Government,  or  either 
branch  thereof,  is  as  follows : 

City  of  Boston,     1 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  27, 18(i7. ) 

The  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  J.  V.  N.  Srultz  and  others  for  leave  to 
remove  gravel  or  ballast  from  Long  Island,  hav- 
ing carefully  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  localities  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  rerove  the  gravel, 
and  have  consulted  with  General  Benham  and 
Mr.  Boschke.  Harbor  Engineers,  and  they  find  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  can  be  granted  under 
proper  restrictions  without  injui-v  to  the  haibor. 
They  would  therefore  re.  ommeud  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  comndttee, 

J.  D.  Br.im.\n,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  proprietors  of  Long  I.sland,  in 
Boston  Haibor,  be  authorized  to  remove  gravel  or 
ballast  from  the  east  side  of  said  island  two  hun- 
dred an  I  fifty  feet  from  the  southerly  extremity 
of  the  bluff,  and  extejiding  to  the  tence  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Bass  Point,  under  such  restric- 
tions as  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  deem  exi,edient. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor  May  28, 1^7. 

A  true  copy  from  the  record-*  of  the  Boaxd  of 
Aldermen,  vail.  45,  po.  339  and  3=10. 

Attest:  S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Cle'-k. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Jan.  30, 1871. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Thomas 
J.  Dunbar  and  Peter  Dunbar  to  remove  the  loose 
ballast  or  stones  from  the  beach  on  the  north  side 
of  Long  Isl;md,  in  Boston  Harbor,  between  the 
whaif  II  nd  the  Government  line  at  East  Head. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Jan.  31, 1871. 

A  true  copy  from  the  recoids  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  vol.  49,  p.  106. 

Attest:  S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  12, 1873. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
Thomas  J.  Dunbar  and  Peter  Dunbar,  to  remove 
material  from  the  beaches  on  Lons  Island,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 

Passed.    Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  13, 1873. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Board  of 
Aluermen  of  1873,  vol.  1,  p.  807. 

Attest :  S.  F.  JMcCleary,  City  Clerk. 

The  following  is  the  act  of  the  Legislature  regu- 
lating and  restricting  the  taking  of  gravel  f  ;om 
the  i.«lands  of  the  harbor: 

An  Act  to  Protect  Boston  Harbor. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Any  person  w^ho  shall  take,  carry 
away  or  remove  by  land  or  water  any  stones, 
gravel  or  sand  from  any  of  the  beaches,  head- 
lands or  islmds  within  or  bordering  upon  Boston 
Harbor,  without  a  license  therefor  from  the  Mayor 
and  .  Idernien  of  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  for 
each  offence  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  complaint  or  indict- 
ment in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sect.  2.  Boston  Haibor,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act,  shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to  a  line  drawn 
fi-oin  the  outer  end  of  Commercial  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Dorchester,  direct  to  the  outer  end  of 
Point  Alderton,  in  the  town  of  Hull;  thence  to  the 
outer  end  of  the  outer  Brewster  Island,  and  thence 
direct  to  the  Short  Beach,  at  the  division  line 
between  the  towns  of  North  Chelsea  and  Win- 
thtop. 

Sect.  3.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
with  this  act  are  hereby  i-epealed. 
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Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  af- 
ter its  passage. 

Jiine  6, 1856. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  foregoing  act  for- 
bids the  taking  of  gravel  from  certain  beaches, 
heatUands  and  islands  within  the  harbor;  Long 
Island  is  within  the  prohibition,  All.  persons  tak- 
ing gravel  ,jErpm  Long  Island  without  a  license 
frorn , the' Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  are  liable 
to  Jirosecution  and  punishment  by  complaint  or 
indictment. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  have  never  granted 
Vmt  two  licenses ;  one  was  to  remove  loose  stones 
and  ballast  f  torn  the  north  side  of  Long  Island, 
between  the  wharf  and  the  Government  line  at 
East  Head.  This  license  was  granted  to  Thoirias 
J.  Dunbar  and'Feter  Dunbar  foi  the  purpose  only 
of  making  the  beach  at  that  place  smooth  for  the 
convenience  of  bathers,  and  that  pui-pose  being 
served,  was  revoked  May  13, 1873. 
•The  other  license  was  a  testricted  one,— .strictly 
confining  the  taking  of  gravel  or  ballast  from  Bass 
Point:  and  this  license  was  g'ranted  only  after 
consultation  mth  General  ISenham  and  Mr. 
Boschke,  the  former  representir.g  the  Government 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  latter  being  the  Har- 
bor Engineernnder  the  Harbor  Cdmmissiouers  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Botli  of  those  gentlemen 
were  of  opinion  that  the  removal  of  gravel  from 
Bass  Point  Would  do  no  damage  to  the  harbor.'  It 
is  well  known  that  at  times  gravel  will  become  so 
deposited  by  the  action  of  the' sea  as  to  change  the 
harbor  lines  and  endanger  navigation.  In  such 
cases*  it  has  to  be  removed  at  a  great  expense. 
Many,  have  entertained  this  oi)iniou  of  Bass  Point, 
which  makes  out  into  the'  western  way,'  between 
Long  and  Rainsford  islan4?i  and, being  covered  at 
high  tide,  is  likely  tg  jjicfc  up  vess.els  'beating 
through  that  channel.  '.  '        '  ,, 

The  gravel  used  by  the  city  is  furnished  by  con- 
tractors, as  your  committee  is  informed,  and 
they  cannot  see  how  any  ,  committee  or,  offi- 
cer of  the  City  Government  coiild  have  sup- 
posed that  any  gravel  was  obtained  iu  vio- 
lation of  the  statute,  especially  as  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  island  thereby  endangered  the 
license  to  take  from  it  any  gravel  whatever. 

The  first  communication  from  Ge'icral  Thorn 
did  not  indicate  from  what   part  of   the  island 

f:ravel  had  been  taken,  nor  that  it  was  not  taken 
tom  Bass  Point,  which  General  Benham  and  Mr. 
Boschke  had  decided  to  be  harmless.  Certainly, 
tf  inf  orrnatlon  had  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  proper  committee  or  the  Chief  of  Police,  it 
would  have  justified  a  prosefcution  of  the  offend- 
ers, and  they  would  not  have  been  permitted  to 
go  unpunished. 

On  the  twenty -fourth  of  April  last  your  com- 
mittee viewed  the  islands  of  the  harbor  and  dis- 
covered the  sloop  Industry  being  laden  with  gravel 
on  the  west  side  of  Long  Island,  near  the  southerly 
end  thereof— a  spot  far  removed  from  Bass  Point 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island.  Your  com- 
mittee have  obtained  other  information  regarding 
this  vessel,  and  have  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chief  of  police,  togethei^  with  the  information 
contained  in  General  Thom's  last  communication 
to  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  received  from  them 
by  the  Mayor  and  referred  by  him  to  the  City 
Council,  and  some  of  the  depredators  have  already 
been  prosecuted.  Your  committee  have  not  con- 
sidered the  expediency  of  recommending  a  rev- 
ocation of  the  license,  nor  the  necessity  of  legis- 
lation providing  greater  penalties  for  the  illegal 
taking  of  gravel  from  the  islands  and  the  transfer 
of  the  right  to  take  the  gravel  when  the  good  of 
the  harbor  requires  it,  directly  to  the  city,  for 
these  reasons:  First,  that  Mr.  Thomas  J .  Dunbar, 
at  the  last  meeting  of  tl^e  committee,  sent  a  mes- 
senger who  stated  that  lie  desiredto  be  heard  bcr 
fore  the  committee  upon  the  questioii  of  forbid- 
ding the  taking  of  gravel  from  Bass  Point;  sec- 
ond, because  the  committee  would  like  to  learn 
the  views  of  General  Thorn  regarding  the  effect 
of  taking  gravel  from  Bass  Point ;  and  third,  be- 
cause the  committee  desire  to  ascertain  whether 
the  proprietors  of  the  island  have  authorized  these 
trespasses  which  are  likely  to  endanger  both  the 
security  and  beauty  of  ou'  harbor,  or  whether 
they  are  merelv  the  wanton  and  reckless  acts  of 
the  skippers  of  vessels  seeking  for  gravel  where  it 
can  be  obtained  with  the  least  trouble,  and  the 
greatest  protection  from  the  easterly  storms. 

While  the  Harbor  Police  are  supplied  with  row 
boats  only,  they  cannot  maintain  a  constant  watch 
over  all  the  heacUands,  beaches  and  islands.  The 
question  of  furnishing  them  with  a  small  steam- 
boat receives  greater  importance  in  view  of  these 


depredations.  In  the  meantime  it  will  be  well  for 
every  person  rtiscovering  such  breaches  of  the 
law  to  make  them  known  directly  to  the  Chief  of 
Police.  - 

The  importance  of  the  subject  has  induced  the 
committee  to  make  this  report  of  progress.  They 
ask  permis.sion  to  consider  the  subject  more  at 
length,  that  no  precaution  advi,><able  to  secure  the 
permanent  integrity  of  the  harbor  may  be  omitted. 
;.       Respectfully  submiUed. 

■!ir<.,    ,  ■    W.  F.  Bkooks. 

Thos.  B.  Haisris. 

Geo.  a.  Shaw. 

Fbkdebick  Pease. 

Benj.  Deak. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5— As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  H;>rbor  I  woi>ld  suggest  that  this  is 
simply  a  report  in  part.  The  matter  was  of  so 
much'im])ortance  that  it  was  deemed  liest  to  re- 
port progress.  ■      •       ■  -        .       ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  "Ward  12,  the  report 
was  accepted,  ordered  to  be  printed  and  sent 
up  for  concurrence. 

By  Mr.  Ad{ims  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  land  near  Dov(>t 
street,  and  tho  erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house 
for  Engine  No.  3.  .  Report  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  a  new  draft  as  f oUows : ' 
-  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  PuWic  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  co^l- 
taining  not  more  than  four  thousand  feet,  located, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, near  Dover  street,  the  price  to  be  paid-for 
said  land  not  to  exceed  five  dollars  per  square 
foot;  also,  that  gaid  committee- be-  authorized  to 
erect  thereon  an  engine  house  for  Engine  No.  3,  in 
accordance  Mith  plans  and  specifications  approved 
by  tlie  Joint  Standing  Committee  ou  the  Fire  De- 
partment; the  expense  for  .said  land  and  building, 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already 
made  for  that  purpose. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  order  would  lie 
over  as  he  had  heard  no  reason  given  for  it.        ■  ' 

The  Chair  said  it  would  lie  over,  under  the  rule. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Waid  14,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  order  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Dart- 
mcuth  street,  and  the  erection  of  an  engine  house 
thereon — Report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order  in  a  new  draft  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  eoi  - 
taining  not  irjore  than  four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred feet,  located,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dartmouth  street,  the  price  per  foot  paid  for  'said 
land  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents; 
also  that  said  committee  be  authorized 'to  erect 
thereon  an  engine  house  for  en'gine  No.  22,  in  ac- 
cordance with  plans  and  specifications  approved 
by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  the  expense  of  purchasing  the  land 
and  erecting  the  building,  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation already  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
■  By  Mr.  Woodward  of  ^yard  13,  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands',  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  report  as  made  by  them  April  23,  1874,  upon 
the  petition  of  Haley  &  Morse,  for  the  removal  of 
■certain  conditions  and  restrictions  placed  upon  a 
lot  of  land  on  Warwick  street,  opposite  Madison 
square— Report  that  they  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  remove 
said  conditions,  and  therefore  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac-' 
cepted. 

THE  BUREILL  CLAIM.  ,' 

Mr.  Noycs  of  Ward  5  moved  to  reconsider  th,e. 
vote  of  last  meeting  whereby  the  Council  refused 
to  pass  the  order  to  pay  Charles  Burrill  or  his  as- 
signee §40,000,  and  gave  notice  tliat  if  the  motion 
prevailed  he  would  move  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  hope  some  rea.sou  will 
be  given  for  a  reconsideration.  I  supposed  that 
the  matter  was  definitely  settled  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  but  I  shall  be  willing  to  vote 
-for  a  reconsideration  if  some  good  reason  is  given. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  have  the  Com- 
mittee ou  the  Judiciary  ascertain  wliether  the 
City  Council  is  legally  bound  to  pav  Mr.  Biurill 
$40,000  or  any  other  sum. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  better  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  should  not 
prevail— even  if  the  gentleman  does  propose 
to  move  the  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  —  but  that 
Mr.  Burrill,  if  he  desires  any  compen- 
sation from  the  Council,  should  come  m  here  with 
a  petition  leaving  the  whole  question  open.  Then 
the  Council  can  take  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  on  that  question.  The  order,  as 
now  before  the  Council,  proposes  to  pay  Mr.  Bur- 
rill .'i?40,000  in  conformity  with  a  particular  vote 
passed  at  a  particular  time ,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  question  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  should  not  come  up  upon  this  order, 
but  upon  a  new  petition  piesented  by  Mr.  Burrill. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
motion  to  refer  to  tbat  committee  would  be  a 
proper  one  if  the  vote  should  be  reconsidered  at 
this  time.  I  wish  to  get  at  the  same  question  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  does.  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  report  back  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  Mr.  Burrill  can  be  paid  a  lesser  sum,  then 
we  can  act  accordingly.  The  same  thing  will  be 
accomplished,  whether  the  committee  act  upon 
this  order  after  reconsideration  or  upon  a  new 
petition.  ,    ^ 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would  be  a  very 
proper  committee  to  refer  this  question  to.  The 
question  has  frequently  been  raised  as  to  whether 
the  city  is  liable  for  that  sum.  By  referring  it  to 
that  committee  we  do  not  commit  ourselves.  Fur- 
thermore, in  regard  to  a  new  petition,  I  would  re- 
mind the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  a  petition  was 
presented  tn  this  Council  several  weeks  ago  and  laid 
upon  the  table.  If  this  motion  to  reconsider  pre- 
vails I  -nill  move  to  refer  that  petition  with  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  that  they 
may  consider  the  whole  subject. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  by  a  rismg 
vote— 28  for,  29  against. 

THE  >'EW  ENGI>'E  HOUSES. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  requiring  the  two  orders  autliorizing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  purchase  land 
and  erect  thereon  engine  houses  on  Dover  and 
Dartmouth  streets  to  Re  over.  The  orders  have 
lain  over  some  time  already,  the  season  is  advanc- 
ing and  it  is  important  that  we  should  get  at  the 
woik  if  the  buildings  are  to  be  erected. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— When  that  matter  was  up 
a  few  minutes  since,  I  suggested  that  it  should  lie 
over,  because  I  knew  there  had  been  some  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  having  that  or  a  simi- 
lar purchase  made.  Since  then  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  most  objectionable  order— the 
one  I  had  the  greatest  objection  to— has  not,  as 
yet,  been  favorably  passed  upon  by  the  Crmmit- 
tee.  Under  the  circumstances  my  friend  from 
Ward  16,  who  is  on  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  having  suggested  that  it  is  necessary 
that  the  work  should  be  carried  on,  I  shall  not 
object  to  the  suspension  of  the  rule  although  I 
think  that  when  an  expenditure  of  so  large  an 
amount  of  money  is  to  be  made,  the  rule  requiring 
the  orders  to  lie  over  should  be  observed.  The. 
matter  having  already  been  once  oefore  the  Coun- 
cil, I  shall  not  object  further. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12—1  hear  no  sufficient  rea- 
son for  suspending  the  rule,  and  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  suspended.  It  cannot  be  that  a  week  s  time  is 
going  to  be  of  any  great  detriment  to  the  work. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14— There  are  some  c;ood 
reasons  why  the  rule  ought  to  be  suspended,  al- 
though I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  matter.  First,  I 
am  informed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  that  he  can  let  out  concracts  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  cheaper  now  than  he  can  some 
time  hence.  Another  reason  is  the  need  of  locat- 
ing an  engine  house  on  Dover  street  so  as  to  get 
Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3  there  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  the  repair  shop  may  be  established. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— If  the  order  had  not  al- 
ready been  before  the  Council,  and  the  usual  time 
taken  up  in  such  matter  had  not  elapsed,  I  should 
not  have  made  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules.  We 
have  had  about  as  long  a  time  as  is  usually  taken 
to  consider  these  matters.  The  Fire  Commission- 
ers have  many  calls  for  these  buildings,  and. 
this  is  a  busy  time  for  the  Committee  on  Publie 
Buildings.  I  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  ex- 
cept to  see  the  work  progressing,  and  it  can  be 
done  better  now  than  it  can  later  in  the  season. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  should,  at  some  time, 
like  to  have  some  report  or  some  information  upon 
certain  orders  that  were  referred    to   the  Water 


Board  by  the  last  Council,  and  I  do  not  know  but 
that  similar  orders  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  It  will  he  remembered 
by  those  who  were  here  last  year  that  ihe 
subject  of  a  standing  high-pressure  ser- 
vice was  somewhat  discussed,  and  the  re- 
marks if  M..  Snaw,  or  the  report  of  the 
the  chief  officer  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Lou- 
don, were  quoted  to  the  eft'ect  that  there  nerer 
would  be  a  perfect  fire  system  for  London  until 
there  was  a  constant  high-pressure  service;  and 
the  question  of  the  Holly  system,  which  has  been 
found  to  work  so  wonderfully  in  Western  cities, 
and  has  lately  been  iutioduced  into  Rochester, 
which  is  now  said  to  be  the  best  jnotected  city 
from  fire  in  the  Union,  was  also  discussed,  with 
the  qiiestion  of  introducing  it  into  this  city,  so 
that  there  would  be  everywhere— and  if  not  every- 
where, certainly  in  the  most  densely  occupied 
sections  of  the  city — a  standing  high-pressure  ser- 
vice for  fire  purposes,  either  with  salt  or  fresh 
water,  whichever  might  be  deemed  expedient,  in- 
stead of  having  to  carry  the  engines  about  when 
a  fire  occurred.  In  reading  the  report  of  the 
Water  Board,  made  early  last  year,  I  also  find  that 
in  speaking  of  high-pressure  service,  they  say  the 
call  for  it  is  getting  to  be  very  great.  Now  then, 
while  we  have  a  Fire  Commission,  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  should  je  an  endeavor — if  there  is  a 
better  system ;  if  Mr.  Shaw,  the  chief -engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department  of  London,  is  right;  if  the 
demand  for  tliis  high-pressure  service  is  increas- 
ing throughout  this  city,  and  if  the  necessity  for 
it  is  folt^it  would  seem  as  if,  instead  of  hav- 
ing to  go  around  with  large  engines  to  put 
out  fires,  it  would  be  better  that  the  water 
should  be  distributed  in  pipes  every-nhere, 
so  that  it  could  be  reached  quicker  and  used 
with  more  efficiency  than  by  the  present 
system.  Therefore,  I  am  a  little  reluctant,  with- 
out any  investigation  into  this  very  great  subject, 
to  see  this  rushing  along  in  the  location  of  engine 
after  engine  all  over  the  city,  in  the  same  old  rut. 
I  remember  having  a  conversation  with  Post- 
master Burt,  who  said  he  had  in  the  present  Post 
Office  a  large  steam  engine  which  cost  some  §70,000, 
and  was  quite  i-apable  of  taking  care  of  quite 
a  large  part  of  the  city  without  even  an  application 
to  the  General  Government,  and  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  having  the  power  of  this  eagine 
applied  to  the  water  pipes  in  that  vicinity,  and 
making  them  very  much  more  efficient  than  they 
are  vnth  these  locomotive  steam  engines.  Now, 
then,  while  we  have  the  street  pipes  and  hydrants, 
more  or  less  effective,  everywhere ;  while  this  high- 
pressure  service  is  in  demand  and  increasing ;  when 
we  know,  as  was  stated  in  the  minority  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment, that  in  the  city  of  Providence — our  near 
neighbor,which  has  only  a  pressure  of  seventy-five 
feet — the  engines  go  to  tires,  but  the  hosemen  put 
them  out  by  these  hydrants,  and  I  think  it  was 
stated  here,  or  certainly  it  was  made  apparent 
somehow,  that  a  large  number  of  streams,  twenty- 
five  I  believe,  were  thrown  over  the  tops  of  some 
of  the  largest  buildings  there,  without  the  use  of 
engines;  and  there  was  one  report  made 
to  the  City  Government  of  Providence,  show- 
ing the  almost  uselessness  of  engines  in  the 
presence  of  such  a  water  supply  as  they 
then  had,— now,  then,  when  we  are  spending  our 
millions  to  get  a  good  water  supply,— if  we  could 
have  a  high  pressure  throughout  the  city,  the 
number  of  engines  could  be  reduced  and  the  num- 
ber of  hose  carriages  increased  at  a  very  much 
less  ex^jense,- it  seems  to  me  that  now  is  the  time 
to  make  a  careful  consideration  of  this  very  great 
and  important  subject. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  take  it  that  we  should 
look  out  for  the  immediate  protection  of  the  city 
against  fire.  If  this  Govermnent  were  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  introducing  the  Holly  sys- 
tem or  any  other  new  system,  it  would  take  some 
time,  and  if  rt  were  deemed  efficient,  it  would  be  a 
great  while  before  it  could  be  put  iuto  operation. 
I  think  the  rule  ought  to  be  suspended  and  the 
contracts  for  the  buildings  made,  which  I  am 
well  assured  can  be  done  much  more  satisfactorily 
than  they  can  later,  and  we  should  not  wait  for 
the  Holly  system  to  get  here  five  or  ten  years 
hence,  and  perhaps  never. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  trouble  is  that  when 
you  go  on  increasing  engines,  and  pay  no  sort  of 
attention  to  the  best  policy  for  the  protection  of 
the  city,  you  fall  into  a  rut  and  perhaps  get  burnt 
up, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  a  suspension  of  the  rule.    But  I 
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do  appreciate  fully  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  I  wanted  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  this  high-pressure  system,  and  I  am 
very  glad  the  gentleman  has  again  brought  the 
subject  up.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
were  members  last  year,  that  the  question 
arose  as  to  locating  the  high-pressure  service 
upon  Parker  Hill,  which  is  now,  I  suppose,  in 
process  of  being  carried  out.  At  the  time  the 
City  Council  went  there,  tbeir  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  there  was  another  hill, 
twenty -three  feet  higher,  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, which  might  have  been  bought  at  con- 
siderably less  than  one-half  the  price ;  and  that 
some  of  us — a  minority  of  the  Council — then  sug- 
gested the  idea ;  and  that  some  of  us  A'ere  green 
enough  to  suggest  that  a  fire  might  come  within  a 
few  (fays  or  weeks,  and  that  it  did  come  within  a 
few  days.  The  prediction  was  verified  within  a 
very  few  weeks,  while  if  the  high  pressure  had 
been  brought  to  bear,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars'  worth  of  property  might  have 
been  saved  by  the  use  of  the  hydrants  that 
the  gentleman  refers  to.  But  no,  sir,  that 
could  not  be  done ;  the  pressure  was  there,  not  the 
high  pressure  of  water,  but  the  pressure  of  inter- 
ested parties.  And  jmother  pressure  is  being 
brought  to  bear  now  upon  this  City  Government 
with  regard  to  water — a  pressure  more  enormous 
than  the  other  was — and  it  is  time  for  us  to  hesi- 
tate, to  wait  and  look  about  us  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  expend  money  at  the  rate 
at  which  the  city  is  now  spending  it.  I 
merely  speak  of  that  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, to  show  that  when  these  expenditures 
are  called  to  our  attention,  that  we  should 
not  rush  them  through  in  haste,  should  take 
time  to  consider  them.  "When  I  first  spoke  I  had 
in  my  mind  the  fact  that  in  addition  to  these  two 
propositions  there  was  another  to  build  an  engine 
house  where,  I  think,  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee believe  it  to  be  wholly  unnecessaiy — at  any 
rate,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  spend  .ii!40li000  for  a 
house  for  a  chemical  engine.  Although  the 
commissioners  have  passed  upon  all  these 
things  and  it  is  on  their  recommelidation 
that  they  are  carried  through,  yet,  if  I 
am  correctly  informed,  the  committee  have  not 
reported  favorably  upon  the  third  project,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  unnecessary— at  any  rate,  at  the 
enormous  expense  whicli'is  proposed.  It  is  our 
duty  not  to  pass  hastily  upon  these  enormous  ex- 
penditures. The  history  of  the  past,  and  the 
predictions  for  the  future  with  regard  to  sup- 
plving  the  city  with  water,  are  being  con- 
siilered  by  the  people,  and  the  tune  will  come 
when  the  people  will  call  meetings  in  Faneuil  Hall , 
as  I  referred  to  the  other  night,  to  instruct  us  in 
regard  to  these  principles.  Here  are  facts  coming 
tolight  every  day  with  regard  to  this  vast  water 
question;  here  are  new  projects  coming  to  light 
to  show  that  with  half  the  expense  proposed  we 
can  get  twice  as  much  water  as  is  need- 
ed for  thirty  or  forty  years.  Now,  sir, 
we  cannot  put  these  Jacts  out  of  sight  if 
we  would.  But  I  merely  speak  of  this  as 
an  illustration  of  a  principle,  when  it  is  under- 
taken to  crowd  such  things  down  our  throats  and 
make  us  say  yes  when  a  great  question  is  to  come 
up  before  us.  I  should  hope  that  we  shall  hesitate 
long  before  we  adopt  these  unnecessary  expendi- 
tures. If  the  Holly  system  works  wel'  in  other 
cities,  why  may  we  not  consider  it  here?  and  why 
continue  m  the  old  ruts  when  there  is  new  light 
breaking  upon  us  every  day  ?  Let  us  look  a  little 
to  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers,  always  doing  that 
which  it  becomes  us  to  do  propeily  and  without 
unnecessary  haste  in  our  deliberations. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  will  simply  call  the 
attention  of  the  CouncU  to  the  fact  that  these 
buildings  are  for  two  engines  already  in  the  de- 
partment. Engine  No.  22  occupies  a  temporary 
building,  for  which  the  city  is  paying  rent,  and 
when  the  building  for  No.  3  is  completed  that 
property  will  come  into  the  market  to  be  sol  d. 
In  one  case  we  shaU  stop  paying  rent  and  in  the 
other  we  shall  sell  properly  which  will  command  a 
high  price  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  10— That  is  the  first  clear  rea- 
son given  for  the  suspension  of  the  rule.  If  it  is 
absolutely  clear  thkt  you  have  the  engines  and 
only  propose  to  change  them,  that  is  a  good  rea- 
son and  the  clearest  one  given  for  suspending  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Do  I  understand  from 
something  that  has  been  said  that  these  orders  do 
not  come  before  the  Council  with  the  approval  of 
the  committee? 


The  Chair— They  are  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  scheme  not  approved  by  the  com- 
mittee has  not  yet  been  reported. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— The  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  gave  these  subjects  a  great  deal 
of  consideration,  and  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  passage  of  the  orders  should  b« 
recommended.  The  reason  given  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  14,  that  contracts  can  be  made  better 
now,  is  a  good  one.  The  plans  and  specifications 
are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  ob  Fire  De- 
partment, and  are  to  have  our  approval.  The 
committee  also  discussed  the  propriety  of  not  get- 
ting up  very  expensive  and  extensive  buildings, 
as  nas  been  done  heretofore,  and  it  may  be  som« 
time  before  the  work  will  begin. 

Mr,  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  am  on  the  Committee 
on  File  Department,  and  we  have  given  these 
mattei-s  considerable  attention.  For  one,  I  think 
it  is  very  important  that  the  work  should  be  iu 
progress.  Two  or  three  reasons  have  already  been 
stated,  which,  to  my  mind,  are  abundant  evidence 
that  the  rule  should  be  suspended  and  the  orders 
passed,  so  that  the  plans  can  be  arranged  and  the 
contracts  made  as  sk)Ou  as  possible. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  orders  were 
read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

THE  WATER    QUESTION  ASSIGNED. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  resolve  and  order  for  taking  the  waters 
of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  IPond  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  city,  and  gave  notice  that  if  the 
motion  prevailed  he  woulcf  then  rOove  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening  at 
half -past  eight  o'clo«k. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  the  pro- 
posed assignment  is  rather  near.  An  order  was 
introduced  last  week  looking  to  the  taking  of  a 
supply  of  water  from  Charles  River,  and  we  cer- 
tainly cannot  get  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
that  order  until  next  Thursday.  I  would  suggest 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  the  assign- 
ment two  weeks  from  tonight,  so  that  we  can  have 
the  whole  question  before  us  when  we  take  this 
order  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  do  so  if  that 
would  be  the  end  of  the  matter,  but  I  fear  it  will 
not.  It  is  important  that  this  subject  should  be 
acted  upon.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  order  with  re- 
gard to  Charles  River  will  be  reported  on  next 
Thursday  evening— indeed,  I  have  that  from  the 
City  Engineer.  If,  at  that  time,  it  is  thought  fit 
to  further  postpone  this  order,  I  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  should  like  to  ask  some 
gentleman  familiar  with  the  subject  whether  the 
acceptance  of  the  act  and  the  passage  of  the  pro- 
posed ordinance  in  regard  to  the  new  Water  Board 
would  not  take  this  matter  entirely  from  our 
hands.  As  I  understand  it,  the  act  authorizes  the 
appointment  of  a  Water  Board  who  shall  be  the 
agents  of  the  city.  Perhaps  some  gentleman  can 
inform  me  of  the  fact  whether  that  board  is  to 
have  unrestricted  power,  or  whether  the  Council 
will  still  have  to  concur  in  and  authorize  their  ac- 
tion. The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ordi- 
nance has  not  yet  come  in,  though  I  understand  it 
will  soon.  If  It  be  the  case  that  the  new  board  is 
to  relieve  us  from  that  responsibility,  I  should 
hope  that  the  matter  might  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— As  I  understand  the  act, 
it  gives  the  authority  to  the  new  board  that  is  now 
exercised  by  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  boards.  I 
do  not  understand  that  we  are  to  surrender  the 
right  to  any  board  to  spend  money  to  the  extent 
contemplated  by  this  order  without  our  concur- 
rence. It  simply  gives  the  new  board  the  power 
now  exercised  by  "the  two  boards. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  special- 
ly assigned  for  half -past  eight  o'clock  next  Thurs- 
day evening. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  offered  the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  submit  their 
annual  report  in  print ;  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  inquired  if  it  was  custom- 
ary to  have  it  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Planting. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  replied  that  it  was  the 
customary  order  and  the  expense  has  always  been 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ASPHALT  WALKS  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common 
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and  Public  Squares  be  requested  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  reasons  which  have  caused  the 
destruction  of  so  many  trees  on  the  Common; 
and  also  to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  remov- 
ing the  asphalt  walks  now  existing  upon  the  Com- 
mon, and  believed  by  many  to  be  detrimental  to 
the  health  and  growth  of  forest  ti'ees. 

Mr.  Perkins— My  object  in  offering  this  order 
tonight  is  this :  There  is  a  verj'  wide-spread  feeling 
of  dissatisfaction  among  the  people  of  Boston  in 
regard  to  the  matter  referred  to  in  that  order,  and 
I  consider  it  A'ery  desirable  that  more  information 
should  be  disse'minated  upon  the  subiect  than 
can  now  be  obtained  by  the  citizens  at  large.  It 
is  a  fact,  sir,  that  the  trees  upon  the  Common  have 
been  dying  at  a  rate  which  many  people  do  not 
believe  is  uecessai-y,  and  I  think  that  it  would  give 
very  great  satisfaction  to  many  citizens  to  know 
the  reasons  which  have  caused  this  decadence  of 
the  forest  trees;— whether  it  Is  to  be  laid  to  the 
laying  of  the  asphalt,  or  to  something  else.  1  hope 
the  Coimcil  will  see  proper  to  pass  this  order,  and 
so  instruct  the  committee. 

The  order  was  passed. 

■WATBE  rOB  WEST    BOXBUEY. 

Mr.  Willciitt  of  Ward  17  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
"Water  consider  and  report  to   the  City  Council  at 
an  early  day  a  plan  for  supplying  the  Seventeenth 
Ward  ■with  water  for  fire  and  other  purposes. 
The  order  was  passed. 

CHANGE  IN  THE    BULES. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  offered  the   following ; 

Ordered,  That  section  17  of  the  ndes  and  orders 
of  the  Common  Council  be  amended  by  inserting 
in  the  sixth  line  of  the  pocket  edition,  after  the 
word  "question,"  the  words  "if  no  objection  is 
made." 


Mr.  Brackett— The  rule  restiicting  and  limiting 
members  to  sneaking  twice  upon  a  question  was 
recommended  at  the  beginnmg  of  tue  year,  be- 
cause it  was  thought  that  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  abridge  "debates  and,  thereby,  expedite 
the  lyusiness  of  the  Council.  This  Is  tne  rule  of 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  and 
it  was  copied  from  the  rules  of  that  body.  I 
do  not  know  how  it  works  there,  but  I  think  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  have  become  convinced  that 
it  does  not  have  much  effect  here,  and  that 
members  are  allowed  to  speak  three  or  four 
times.  Unnecessary  interruptions  are  made, 
and  time  is  wasted  in  passing  votes  allow- 
ing members  to  speak.  I  have,  therefore,  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  order  so  as  to  allow 
members  to  speak  more  than  twice  unless  objec- 
tion is  made.  Members  often  desire  to  speak  for 
a  moment  to  make  explanations.  If  the  section 
is  amended,  members  wUl  stUl  have  the  right  to 
object  to  a  member  speaking  after  the  second 
time. 

The  order  was  passed. 

OBDEB  TO  EMPLOY  DRAUGHTSMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring-of  Ward  12,  the  order 
authorizing  the  employment  of  draughtsmen  tor 
servjce  in  the  Department  of  Public  Buildings,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  S3500  per  yeai-,  was  taken 
from  the  table.  -  "  . 

Mr.  Loring  moved  that  it  be  specially  as.signed 
for  next  Thursdav  eyening  at  nine  o'clock.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  who 
thought  the  water  question  would  not  be  disposed 
of  by  that  hour,  Mr.  Loring  changed  the  hour  to 
aquaiter  past  eight  o'clock  and  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  for  that  hour. 
,  On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward,  16  the  CouncU, 
adjourned. 
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BOARD      OF      ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    11,    1874. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Five j>etit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April  term 
of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  and  forty-three 
(second  set)  for  the  April  term  of  the  Superior 
Court,  First  Session. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOIXTMEKTS. 

Special  Police  Officers — Henry  McCoy  South 
Baptist  Church,  Broadway;  Bernard  i)onegan, 
Evergreen  Cemetery ;  James  F.  Clark,  Washing- 
ton street,  between  Palmer  and  Eustis;  Douglas 
Fegan,  Battery  wharf  and  its  vicinity;  Alexander 
"W.  Cormack,  Union  Boathouse  and'  its  vicinity ; 
Asa  Freeman.  Cottage-street  Congregational  So- 
ciety, "Ward  IG;  Andrew  Phelon,  India-street  mar- 
ket;* Patrick  Magovern,  35  Hawkins  street  and 
its  vicinity ;  Herman  D.  Bradt,  Austin  street,  "\V  est 
Roxbury  ;"  John  Covilter,  Harrison  Square. 

Measurer  of  A¥ood  and  Bark— Edward  Seaver. 

Severally  conlirmed. 

Member  of  Commission  on  Revision  of  the  City 
Charter— Lemuel  Shaw,  vice  Hon.  Charles  Allen, 
resigned. 

Sent  doM'n. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Metiopolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  location  of  a  turnout  on 
Sumner  street,  near  Havre  street,  came  up  by 
special  assignment  for  a  hearing,  but  there  was 
no  obiection  offered  to  the  petition  and  the  sub- 
ject was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. . 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  D, 
Fourth  Battalion  Infantry,  for  an  allowance  of 
j?100  for  finishing  the  furnisliing  of   their  armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Boarrl.  Mrs.  H.  M.  Richardson,  to  be  paiil  for 
land  taken  in  widening  Warren  street. 

To  the  Committee  on' Police.  Joseph  H.  Allen 
et  (il.,  residents  of  Washington  Village,  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  night  police  in  that  locality. 

To  the  Coimnittee  on  Clai7ns.  John  Si.  Brooks, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  done  to  his  place  on  East 
street  (Ward  16)  by  excavaticn  and  blastings  in 
pursuance  of  orders  by  the  City  Government. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Buildinf/s.  Mar- 
shal .P.  Wilder  et  al.,  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site  for  a  new  Court  House.  It  is 
conceded,  they  said,  that  the  jjiesent  building 
is  inadequate,  and  that  no  serious  opposition  has 
been  made  to  the  proposal  to  build.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  valuation  of  real  estate  in  desirable 
situations  was  less  than  it  probably  would  be  in  a 
few  years,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  sound 
economy  therefore  if  the  city  avail  itself  of  the 
present'  opportunity.  Tlie  petitioners  represent 
that  in  the  square  b'ounded  by  Bovvdoin,  Beacon 
and  Somerset  streets  and  Ashburton  place,  a  site 
could  be  obtained  suitable  in  all  respects,  and 
though  they  might  mtiividually  prefer  other  sites 
they  unite  in  tlie  opinion  that  the  selection  of  that 
site' would  prove  satisfactory.     . 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Bniiflinr/s.  Mary  A.  Cook,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  situated  on  Michigan  avenue 
(Ward  16). 

To  the  Comm  ittee  on  Ordinances.  O.  F.  Deshon, 
for  a  modification  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  fire- 
arms, so  that  persons  living  in  the  surburban 
wards  may  use  and  discharge  them. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamjjs.  Lydia  Gilling- 
ham  et  al..  for  a  suitable  lamp  in  Osborne  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  T.  Morse, 
Jr.,  et  al.,  that  the  Fairfield-street  sewer  be  ex- 
tended across  Beacon  street  to  tide  water. 

David  Woodside  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Condor 
street. 

John  Goldthrt'ait  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Washing- 
ton square,  from  Belchers  lane  to  Oliver  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Francis  M.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  construct 
the  cellar  at  40  and  48  Conirress  street  below  grade. 


John  J.  Merrill  and  Parker  Bryant,  for  leave  to 
occujjy  a  boarding  and  liverv  stable,  two  stories 
of  brick,  for  ftfty  horses,  with  one  story  of  wood 
for  carriages  in  the  rear,  on  land  of  F.  F.  Merrill 
on  Warren  street,  opposite  Metropolitan  stable, 
Ward  14. 

(i.  H.  Mosely,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  sixteen  horses  on  Island  street. 

Norcross  Brothers,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  horses  on  Hunt- 
ington avenue  and  Clarendon  streets,  while  build- 
ing the  church. 

George  Martin,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  court  in  rear  of  160  and  162 
H  street. 

Daniel  A.  Brown,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  Boylston  avenue,  near 
Green  street,  Ward  17. 

Benjamin  Robbins,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  eighty  horses  on  Fulton  street,  corner 
of  Cross  street. 

Timothy  O'Regan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Paris  street,  between  Por- 
ter and  Marion  streets,  westerly  side. 

James  A.  Munroe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  onFoster  street,  near  South 
street.  Ward  19. 

Thomas  C .  Pratt  &  Co.  remonstrance  against 
erection  of  a  .stable  on  Laurel  street. 

Mary  A.  Cook,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  three  horses  on  Michigan  avenue,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  O.  Lin- 
coln, to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Green 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Reed,  Bros  &  Sawin  et  al.,  that  edgestones 
be  set  and  gutters  paved  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Canal  street,  from  Richmond  street  to  South  Eden 
street,  Charlestown ;  also  on  the  unfinished  part 
of  Eden  street. 

Joseph  Dorr,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  60 
Alpine  street. 

Gustave  Durback  et  al.,  that  Rockland  street 
(Ward  17)  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

B.  E.  Crosby  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp 
post  in  sidewalk  of  79  Beach  street. 

J.  &  P.  Dyer  et  al.,  that  Fifth  street,  between  C 
and  E  streets,  be  put  in  order  and  graded  or 
paved. 

Benjamin  Brackett  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
change  of  name  of  Washington  street  (Roxbury). 

James  M.  Stone  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  and  cross- 
ings from  Boylston  station  to  Walnut  avenue. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  for  permis- 
sion to  connect  its  car-houses  on  Shawmut  avenue 
and  Warren  street  with  the  main  tracks  in  said 
streets. 

F.  S.  Atkins,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cellar-way 
in  sidewalK  on  Elm  street,  Charlestown. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a 
track  for  freight  purposes  across  Foundry  street, 
in  South  Boston. 

A.  J.  Osgood  et  al.,  that  gutters  be  paved  and 
edgestones  set  on  Richmonil  street,  Charlestown. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Mary  Dimmock  $823  50,  for  land 
damages  on  Magazine  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  Central  Wharf  and  Wet  Dock 
Corporationf  35,000,  for  a  sewer  through  said  wharf, 
on  account  of  Atlantic-avenue  improvement. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Board  of  Assessors  to  sell  certain  old 
record  books  containing  the  names  of  owners  and 
assessed  values  of  estates  in  this  city.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones and  lay  sidewalks  on  Mill  street,  Charles- 
town, at  an  estimate'  expense  of   $1300.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superiniendent  of  Streets  to  lay  side- 
walks on  Tremont  street,  from  Kendall  to  Ham- 
mond street,  and  on  southerly  side  of  Kendall 
street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade  St. 
James  street,  between  Regentstreet  and  Danforth 
plate,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  SIOOO.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Union  street,  from  Dock  square  to  Hayniarket 
square,  with  small  granite  blocks,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  is;i2,000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Alford  street,  from  Main  street  to  Maiden  Bridge, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  5^19.000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  print  5500 
copies  of  his  Annual  Report  for  gentral  distribu- 
tion.   Passed. 

Order  for  Superinterdent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  sidewalks  on  west  side  of  AVarren 
street,  from  Buena  Vista  avenue  to  Rockland 
street.    Passed. 
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Qrtlei'  to  establisli  a  grade  for  .Nj^jW^ierrn  str^, 
near  AVeston  street.    Passed.   ",.' ..,    !/ 

Order  to  grade  Newbern  street  iia  accordance 
with  above  established  grade.  Estimated  cost, 
.•jeoo.    Passed.  .  ^   '' 

Order  to  approve  armory  of  Compaiiy  K,  Ninth, 
Infantry,  at  143  liroadway.    Passed.  '    '    . 

Order  of  notice  to  Metropolitan  Railroad  Compa- 
ny to  iMive  their  tracks  on  Union  street  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Passed. 

Orier  of  notice  to  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  pp.ve  theu'  tracks  on  Union  street  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Passed.  , 

Order  ior  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge-j 
stones  on  Bower  street,  Roxbuiy.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  gutters  on  Madi.son  square,  at  an 
estimated  coj-t  of  $14000.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  Henry  Poor  &  Son  to  extend  a 
shafting  across  Matthews  street,  on  certain  condi- 
tions.   Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fill  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  near  Gleu-ioad  street,  lo  its  full  width, 
and  to  grade  the  sidewalks,  at  an  estimated  coist 
of  §500.    Passed.  i 

Order  to  allow  the  Walworth  Manufacturing 
Company  to  lay  a  pipe  uuder  Hawley  st  -eet,  for 
shafting  pui-poses,  upon  certain  conditions. 
Passed.  , 

Order  of  notice  to  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  pavt  its  tracks  on  Broadway,  from  H  to 
Dorchester  street,  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  on  West  and  Beacham  streets,  Charlestown. 
Passed. 

Orders  for  Committee  on  Health  to  contract 
with  James  O.  Young  for  collection  and  removal 
of  house  offal  at  East  Boston,  for  $3000  per  annum ; 
and  with  Artemas  Winchester  for  collection  and 
removal  of  house  offal  from  West  Roxbury,  for 
S1600  per  annum.    Severally  passed. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOVER-STREET  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of   Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special   assignment,  being  the  order  to  al- 
low the    Superintendent  of   Dover-street   Bridge , 
51300   for   extra  assistants.    The    question  was  ou 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Power — When  this  question  was  up 
last  Monday  I    stated   that   1  could    see   no  good 
reason  why  this  salary  should  be  raised.    Compar- 
isons were  drawn  between  his  labors  and  those  of 
other  sui>erintendents,  and  it  was   said   he  ought 
to  have  as  much   as  the   Superintendent   of   Mt. 
Washington-avenue  Bridge.     1  stated  that  there 
was  no  rea-on  why  he  should  have  as  large  a  sala-  ' 
ry    as   the    Superuitendent   of   Mt.    AVashington 
avenue    Bridge,  for    I    did   not   believe   he    had 
half  the  amount  of  business  to  attend  to  that  that 
Superintendent  has.    Of   course   the  amount  of  . 
labor  is  governed  by  the  number  of  vessels  pass- 
ing   through   the   draw.     I   stated  that,  in   my 
opinion,   twice   the   number   of    vessels    passed 
through    Mt.    Washington-avenue   Bridge    that 
there  was   through   Dover-street  Bridge.    I  have 
the  exact  figures  with  me.    The  number  of  vessels 
which   passed   through    Mt.  Washington-avenue . 
Bridge   last   year   was   13,122,  while  the  number 
which  went  through  Dover-street  Bridge  was  only 
6844,   which     shows     conclusively     that     I     was 
about  right.    Gentlemen  will  readily  perceive  that 
those    who    attend    to   Mt.  Washington  avenue 
Bridge  have  twi';e   as  much  labor   to  perform  as 
the  ODher.    I  went  on  to  Dover-street  Bridge  and 
saw  the   draw   turned,  and  I   know  I  can  turn  it 
with  one  hand,  although  I  have  no  doubt  it  might 
require   four   hands    when    worked   by    persons 
seventy   years    of   age.    The   reason    it  works  as 
hard   as  ic  does  is  owing   mostly  to    the   fact  that 
the    Committee    on    Bridges    nave   been   some- 
what  remiss   in   their   ducies   and   allowed    the 
bridge  to  remain  in  that  condition  for  some  time. 
In  order  to  work  tliis  bridge,  forty   tons  of  stone  , 
have  g«t  to  be  placed  upon  it,  w-hich  should  not  be 
done.      Consequently,  when  some  repairs,  which 
must  be  done,  are  completed,  that  trouble  will  not 
exist ;  there  is  only  a  temporary  necessity  for  so  ' 
much  strength  in  turning  the  draw.    I  have  noth-  ' 
ing  to  say  against  the  iutegritj'of  the  Superintend-  . 
ent,   but   there     is    no    reason   w-hy    his    salary  • 
sho-ild   be   raised;    he   is   an   honest  man,  and 
does    his    duties    as    well    as    he    knows    how, 
but  they  are  not  performed  in  a  manner  as  satis- 
factory to  the  people  -who  use  that  bridge  as  if; 
they  were  performed  in  a  more  gentlemanly  way. 
It  costs  nothing  to  be  civil.      I   am  informed   by  • 
people  who  live  in  South  Boston  and  work  in  the  ' 
shops   in  the   city   proper,  aad   by   people  who 


live     in      Boston      and      work      in      shops      in 
South    Boston  —  all    of    whom     have    to    cross 
there     twice     a     day  —  that     the     bridge     is ' 
hurried     off      and     not     allowed     to     wait      a' 
mirmte.    In  some  of  those  shops,  if  a  man  is  a^ 
minute  late  he  is  docked  a  quarier  of  a  dciy.    All 
this  might  be  avoided  if  the  Superintendent  mani- 
fested a  little  spirit  of  accommodation,  and  the 
duties  would  be  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of 
everybody.    The  reason  for  this  increase,  if  any 
exists,    is     the     extreme     age     of     the     Super- 
intendent; the  man  is  too  old,  but  his  son  is  well 
able  to  turn  oft'  the  draw.    No  assistance  is  hired, 
and  none  will  be;    so  there  is  no  reason  for  in- 
creasing this  salaiy  unless  you  want  to  go  into ' 
a   general    revision    of   the    salary   question.     I 
do    mt    see    why    this    Supeiintentfent    should 
have  his  salary  raised  any  more  than  any  other.' 
Aldermaa  Cutter— I  have  but  a  few  words  to 
say,  but  what  I  say  will  be  with  no  bias  of  feeling, 
against  this  Superintendent.    I  do  not  own  a  horse  • 
and  never  had  the  gate  shut  in  my  face  -there,  and 
therefore  am  free  from  any  bias.    The  Alderman-' 
fl-om    Ward    12   has    undertaken   to    argue    thiiS ' 
case  by   flinging  at  the    Committee  on   Bridges, ; 
who   he  says  have  been   remiss   in    their  duties, 
and   that  is  the  reason  Dover-street  bridge  turns  ■ 
harder  than  others.    I  do  not  desire  to  argue  any 
case  by  tlmging  at  a  committee  of  which  I  have 
the   honor    to '  be    a    member.      The  Alderman 
belongs     to     that     committee,     and     did     last 
year,    and    he,    too,   must  bear  his  share  in  the  ' 
negligence  if  there  be  any.    We  put  the  bridge  in  ' 
orcieis  but  there  is  a  genileman   in    South   Boston  '■ 
who  owned  a  tug  boat    and    employed  a   captain, 
who,  every  bridge  superintendent  in  that  locality 
said,  did  more  harm  than  any  one  else,  and  all  be- 
cause he  M  as  backed  up    by  influence  at  the  City 
Hall.    He  went  through  that  bridge   and  smashed 
it,  and  that  honest  agent  came    up    here  and  told  ■ 
how  it  was  done.  I  endeavored  to  get  the  pay  from 
the   party    who   smashed   the   bndge,  but   they 
brought  up  certain  evidence    and   the  City  So- 
licitor said  we  could  not  obtain  a  verdict  if  we 
went  before  a  juiy,  and  we    lost  $700  or  .*;800,-' 
which  he  would  have  paid  if  he  had  be^^n  an  hon- 
orable    citizen.      Because     this      hone-t     agent 
came  up  here  and  told  how  that  was  done,  they 
have  pursued  him.    The  gentleman  opposite  says 
the  committee  are  remiss ;  if  they  are,  he  is  remiss 
himself,  for  he  is  a  member  of  that  committee.  He  '. 
ought  not  to  fling  at  that  honest  ager.t  of  the  city 
because    of    his    age.      That    Superintendent   is 
very  little  older  than  he  was  two  months  ago>  ■ 
when  he  was  renominated,    and  the  gentleman 
labored  to  secure  it.    He  has  $11400  now  and  the 
committee  propose  to  give  him   $1700.    I  say  his  • 
duties   aje  more   arduous   than   those  of  the  Su- 
perintendent  of    Federal-street  Bridge,   because 
he    has     a   railroad      i^assing    there,   with     t'vo 
hundred  trains  a  day,  which  annoy  him  more  than 
all    the    vessels.     The    Superintendent    of     Mt. 
Washington-avenue  Bridge    can  let  two  vessels 
through  by  once  turning  the  draw  off,  but  that 
cannot   be    done    on     Dover-street     Bridge ;    he  ' 
might  pass  double  the  number  of  vessels  through 
and  turn  off   the  draw  only  half   the  number  of 
times.    I  onlv  want  justice  to  be  done  in  this  mat- 
ter.   I  know  this  Superintendent  to  be  an  honora-  ' 
ble,  honest  and  faithful  agent  of  the  city.    I  have 
had  the  honor  to  be  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Bridge*,  since  1871,  and    I    have  always  found 
him  honest  and  not  afraid  to  testify  to  the  truth, 
even  if  it  were  against  citizens  of   South  Boston. 
I  apprehend  that  the  gentleman's  acrimony  is  not 
against  the  Superintendent's  age,  honesty  or  abili-  ' 
ity  to  turn  that  draw  oft",  but  that  he  has  shut  the  > 

fate  in  that  man's  horse's  face  some  time,  when 
e  did  not  want  him  to. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  astoni.'hed  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  is  so  hard  put  for  an  argu- 
ment.     I  did  not  think  he  would  resort  to  any 
such  means  to  gain  his  point  as  to  intimate  that  '■ 
my  opposition  to  the  increase  of  this  draw  tender's 
salary  is  because  he  shut   the    gate   in   my  face 
some    time.      You     can     understaml     my     acri- 
moiiy,    when    I    have    defended    him    for   two 
years     against    two     hundred     api^licants     for  ■ 
this  position.    That   is  what  I  have  done    during  • 
the  two  years  I  have  been  on  the   Committee  ou  ' 
Bridges.    Then  he  speaks  of  the  influence  of  per- 
sons who  are  Interested  in  tug   boats.    I    would 
state  that  when  this  matter  first  came   up    l>ere  ■ 
there  had  been  no  time  for  anybody  to   speak  to 
me  about  it,  and  I  say  here  that  nobody  has  spoken 
to  me  about   it.    Others,   like   myself,  Sipposed 
that  the  Salaiy  bill  was  fixed  for  "this  year,  and 
that  that   question    was    settled.    Then   in   rela- 
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tion  to  that  great  damage,  there  was  some  one 
hundred  dollars  damage  done,  instead  of  seven  or 
eiglit  hundred  dollars,  by  this  tug  boat.  In 
relation  to  the  reuoniinatibn  of  this  gentleman, 
I  stated  before  that  1  have  defended  hi»i  for  two 
years ;  1  voted  for  him,  and  tried  to  secure  his 
nomination,  because  I  thought  he  was  the  best  of 
the  many  applicants  we  had  before  us.  The  gen- 
tlemen on  the  Inominating  committee  very  well 
understand  my  position,  and  what  I  had  to  say 
about  this  Superintendent  at  that  time.  I  say  the 
salary  is  as  large  as  that  paid  to  any  other  bridge 
tender,  when  compared  with  the  duties  he  has  to 

gerfoi-m.  The  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company 
ave.  nothing  to  do  with  his  duties;  they  have 
their  own  gates  to  open,  and  shut  them,  and  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  labor  of  the  Super- 
intendent. As  I  said  before,  lie  has  two,  sons  to 
assist  him;  no  other  assistance  will  be  hired,  and 
the  sons  will  be  glad  to  continue  as  at  present. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  a  person  of  his  age,  sixty- 
five  or  seventy  years,  should  not  be  able  to  turn 
off  that  draw,  but  it  is  no  reflection  upon  him  to 
say  so. 

,  Alderman,  .Gutter — ^I  supposed  that  the  gentle- 
man knew  the  Superintendent's  age,  but  if  it 
should  turn  out  that  he  was  not  more  than  fif  ty- 
flve  it  would  not  surprise  me  at  all. 

Alderman  Hall— We  have  just  rixed  the  Salary 
bill,  and  now  at  this  late  hour  this  Superintendent 
comes  in  and  asks  for  an  increase  of  salary.  He 
already  receives  §1400  a  year,  and  was  very 
anxious  for  the  situation  at  that.  He 
also  receives  his  house  rent  free,  which  is 
worth  from  five  to  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year. 
Is  not  two  thousand  ilollars  enough  for  tiu-ning 
that  draw ,  on  and  off,  occasionally,  for  an  old 
man  of  sixty-five  or  seventy  years  of'age  ?  I  like 
generosity,  and  I  like  to  see  it  come  from  such  a 
source,  but  I  would  have  been  more  pleased  to. 
see  it  on  another  occasion.  This  man  also  re- 
ceives a  percentage  for  piloting  vessels  through. 
Is  not  that  a  tact?  I  think  his  salary  is  all  that 
he  earns  and  we  ought  not  to  give  him  'more. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  law  does  not  allow  him  a 
percentage  for  piloting  vessels  through.  He  has 
to  employ  his  sons  with  this  $1400,  and  when  other 
superintendents  have  had  their  salaries  raised 
this  one  has  not.  So  this  increase  is  due  him,  if 
you  treat  hini  as  you  (lid  the  others.  The  salary  of 
the  Suj,  rintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge 
was  increased  from  $1800  to  SS3000;  that 
of  the  Broadway  Bridge  tender  has  been  raised, 
but  this  one  has  not.  If  he  had  desired  an  in- 
crease three  years  ago  he  would  have  got  it,  but 
he  did  not  so  express  himself.  Now  he  thinks  he 
needs  additional  1  elp,  and  asks  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  to  aid  hir..,  which  they  have  reported  in 
favor  of  doing. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  this  sal- 
ary question  is  an  important  matter.  A  few  days 
ago  we  acted  upon  that  matter  and  established 
the  salaries  for  the  present  year,  as  I  had  suppos- 
ed. I  do  not  know  how  many  more  salaries  of 
s\iperiutendents  of  bridges  the  gentleman  wants 
to  raise,  but  1  tljink  the  matter  sliould  remain  as 
it  is  for  the  present  year.  We  ought  to  establi.'jh 
salaries  for  a  year  and  let  them  remain,  andl 
hope  this  increase  will  not  be  voted  to  this  Super,-; 
intenilent.  .    i 

Alderman  Cutter — One  word  in  response  to  what, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  said  about  the  house; 
That  house  is  not  suituable  for  a  f amUy  to  live  jn, 
nor  does  the  Superintendent  live  in  it.  'He  merely 
bunks  in  there  during  the  night.  It  would  not 
rent  in  its  present  condition,  and  if  repaked  it 
■would  not  rent  for  such  a  sum  as  that  mentioned. 
It  might  brin^  a  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

Alderman  Hall— 1  have  occasion'  to,  pass  there 
myself  very  of  Leu,  and  I  have  se.m  women  sitting 
at  the  windows  i^i  the  day  time.    Does  the  Ald^r.-r,  \ 
man  know  that  it  is  not  occupied?  '   ,    '■'.  ^ 

Alderman  Cutter— I  had  the  house  repaired.'     \ 

Alderman  Power— I  think  that  Jlr.  Nelson  has  a 
house  out  of  tovvn.    I  hjive  been  informed  that  he 
is  in  the  habit  of  piloting  vessels  up  to  Roxbur'y, 
for  wluch  he  gets    from   five   to   seven   dollars', 
apiece.    I  do  not  kno^y, whether  he  is  allowed  ,t;Oi : 
do  that  or  not.    On  the  whole,  I  thiiik  he  has  a. ' 
pretty  good  ihcoine  for  a  man  of  his  age. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  want  to  know  if  that  is  a  ' 
faqt,  and  if  the  gentleman  is  freilibly  iuforuiied. 

,  Ahlernian  Power— It  is  not  th§  first  time  I  have 
heard  it.  1  have  it  from  a  reliable  source,  and  j 
belieye  it  to  be  tr,ue. 

Alderman  Cutte,;-  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  order,  and  it  was  passed— yeas 
7,  nays  5,  as  follow's :         ' 


'Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emerj',  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  'Worthingtou- 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Subaequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last 
rote,  made  l)y  Alderman  Cutter,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail,  was  lost. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  COMMOJT  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  AV.  C.  M.  Downing.  C.  Fowler  & 
Son  and  C.  L.  Dothrop.    Referred^  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Charlestown  City  Hall  to  a«coomniodate  a  branch 
of  the  Public  LibraiT,  at  an  estimated  cost  e£ 
$1500.    Passed. 

Report  rec<)mmending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Nathaniel  Cushing  to  be  paid  for  person- 
al injuries  received  on  Bartlett  street,  Charles- 
town.     Accepted . 

Report  reeommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Haley  &  Morse  for  removal  of  certain  re- 
strictions from  land  on  'Warwick  street.  Ac«ept- 
eil.  if 

Order  for  Cochituat-e  Water  Board  to  submit 
theii'  Annual  Report  in  print.    Passed. 

Order  for  '^ommittee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  exam- 
ine and  report  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of  the 
trees  on  Boston  Common,  and  upon  the  propriety 
of  removing  the  asphalt  walks.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  devise  some 
plan  for  sujjplying  Ward  17  with  water  for  extin- 
guishment of  fires,  and  for  other  punioses. 
Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a 
lot  of  land  in  the  ricinit-y  of  Dartmouth  street, 
and  the  erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house  for 
Engine  22,  at  an  estimated  cost  fo-^and  and  build- 
ing of  S4(>,000.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  tht  ^archase  of  a 
lot  of  la.id  near  Dover  street,  and  the  erection 
thereon  of  an  engine  bouse  for  Engine  3,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  for  land  and  building  of  845,000. 
Order  jiassed. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Harbor  in  regard  to 
the  taking  of  gravel  from  Long  Island.  Placed 
on  file.  - 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  §150  to  be  ex- 
pended in  furnishing  armory  of  Company  F,  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  'V.  M.,  at  the  comer  of 
WaiTen  and  Palmer  streets.  Passed — yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

Order  to  allow  §200  to  each  post  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
tO'nards  the  expenses  of  Decoratton  Dav,  came 
up,  ^Vith  an  amendment  including  the  N.  1*.  Banks 
A!rmy  ami  Navy  Veteran  Corps. 

The  questipu  was  upon  concurrence. 

Alderman  Power  —  I  hope  this  Board  vnW  not 
concur  in  the  amendment  which  comes  from  the 
Common  Council.  When  this' question  of  allow- 
ing this  money  came  Up  in  this  Board,  the  gentle-  • 
man  op)iosite  (Alderman  Cutter)  opposed  tne  ap- 
propriation of  $200  for  each  post.  Some  of  the' 
evils  that  he  apprehended  and  alluded  to  are,  it 
seems  to  me,  already  coming  upon  us.  While  I 
agree  that  this  custom  01  strewing  flowers' 
upon  the  gra'^^eS  of  the  dead  is  the  mo«t 
beautiful  mode  of  expressing  our  soitow, 
and  is  the  most  tender  tribute  of  remem- 
brance to  those  who  i)erished  in  their  efforts  to 
save  tliis  country,  yet  I  doubt  very  much  the 
propriety  of  this  City  (Toverument  going  on  in  this 
manner,  and  spending  the  public  money  in  this 
Way ;  but,  as  this  Board  has  for  several  years 
made  this  allowance  to  the  several  posts,  I  do 
not  propose  to  comment  on  that,  for  it  has  passed. 
But  I  do  wish  to  protest  against  can-ying  it 
any  further.  Here  are  men  who  belong  to- 
the  different  posts  of  this  city,  for  whom 
we  have  already  appropriated  money.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps  live  in  all  parts  of 
this  city  and  in  the  different  town?  about  here. 
They  branch  out  from  some  of  thoSe  posts,  and 
wisli  to  form  anothel'  and  a  separate  organiza- 
tion. If  you  do  not  stop  somewhere  there  will,  of 
course,  be  ho  end  to  this.  If  gentlemen  may  draw- 
out  from  any  of  the  existing  posts  and  come  in  for 
$200  every' year  from  the  ciiry,  where  are  we  going 
to  stop  ?  The  duty  of  distributing  flowers  on  the 
girayes  in  this  vicinity  has  already  been  assigned 
by  the  commihderSoT  the  posts,  and  there  is  noth- 
ing fpr  this  post  to  rto  but  to  mingle  in  with 
the  pthers.  There  is  no  necessity  for  the  city 
to  spend  its  nioney  for  thiscoriis.-  If  it  is  allowed 
this  year  J  s'oihe  gentlemen  will'  draw  oft'  from 
some'of  the  other  posts  another  year,  and  perhaps 
carry  a  few  liiore  with  it,  and  there  will  be  no  end 
to  it.    I  am  informed  that  this  amendment  passed 
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the  Coiumon  Council  through  igiiorance,  and  if  it 
goes  back  there  again  it  will  be  opposed.  The 
gentleman  who  offered  the  order  did  not 
pretend  to  know  anything  about  it.  There 
ought  to  be  some  limit  put  upon  this,  or  you  do 
not  know  where  you  will  go,  or  how  much  of  the 
city's  money  you" will  be  called  upon  to  spend.  I 
thought  the'  gentleman  oppo.site  had  a  great  deal 
of  courage  to  get  up  here  and  try  to  cut  down  the 
amount  to  be  allowed ;  still,  it  has  got  to  be 
done  soujetime.  It  requires  a  great  deal  of 
courage  to  say  how  far  we  snail  go.  Our 
taxes  are  increasing  immensely,  and  you 
all  know  the  ueetl  we  hare  of  money  for  pressing 
public  necessities,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  occa- 
sion for  this  appropriation.  Every  regiment  that 
went  from  here  to  the  war  has  some  kind 
of  an  organization  among  those  who  re- 
main, and  if  you  go  on  in  this  way  every 
such  regimental  organization  will  have  just 
as  good  a  right  to  this  appropriation  every 
year  as  any  one  else.  Members  of  the  posts  have 
informed  'me  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this 
amendment.  The  corps  has  a  membership  of  tvvo 
hundred  persons,  and  of  course  if  it  is  published 
that  we  are  going  to  give  two  hundred  dollars 
to  evei-y  new  one,  they  will  keep  on  organizing 
them.  Therefore  I  think  geiiilemen  will  see  the 
necessity  of  looking  into  this  matter.  1  cer- 
tainly think  we  should  not  concur  in  this  amend- 
ment from  the  Council.  It  passed  the  Council 
through  the  prestige  of  having  been  sanctioned  by 
the  city  of  Charlestown ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why 
it  shouM  go  through  here.  The  same  reasons  do 
not  obtain  here.  I  have  given  reasons  enough 
why  it  shouhl  be  defeated  here,  and  no  doubt 
members  of  this  board  can  find  more,  and  good 
and  substantial  ones.  1  hope  the  Board  will  ne&i- 
tate  before  they  concur  in  this  amendment. 

Alderman  Einery— I  introduced  the  original  or- 
der for  the  contribution  of  .$200  to  the  ditlerent 
organizations  of  the  tirand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
\\  liich  passed  this  Boartl.  and  I  think  this  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Common  Council  should  be  con- 
curred in.  This  N.P.Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps,  I  understand,  is  substanially  the  same  sort 
of  organization  as  the  Grand  Army,  although  op- 
erating without  a  charter.  I  think  it  should  be 
treated  as  the  others  are  treated.  The  time  has 
not  yet  arrived  when  we  should  do  away  entirely 
with  these  memorial  services,  but  lagiee  with 
the  gentleman  on  my  right  (Alderman  Power) 
that  the  thing;  should  be  looked  after,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  before  many 
years  it  \\ill  be  done  away  with.  As  to  the  great 
amount  of  cheating,  if  you  so  term  it,  that  is  done 
ill  connection  with  it,  I  am  not  aware  of  anything 
of  that  kind.  1  dare  say  that  many  people  belong- 
to  the  organization  for  the  purpose  of  participating 
in  the  ceremonies  of  Decoration  Day.  As  to  the 
Veteran  Corps,  I  understand  that  organization 
has  been  in  existence  some  three  or  four  years, 
and  that  they  have  always  had  contributions' from 
the  city  of  Charlestown,  the  same  as  the  Grand 
Army  Jiosts  of  that  district.  If  that  is  the  case,  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  proscribe  them.  I 
suppose  this  custom  of  making  appropriatiors  for 
this  object  will  not  last  many  years  longer, 
b\it  I  think  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  they  should  be  cvit  off  from  the  al 
lowance  that  has  been  heretofore  mpde.  I  pre- 
sume every  gentleman  around  the  Board  untler- 
stands  this  matter  fully  as  \\  ell  as  myself,  or  the 
gentleman  on  my  right,  and  what  the  object  of 
tliis  appropriation  has  been,  and  I  can  see  no  rea- 
son why  any  extended  remarks  should  be  made, 
except  "to  gratify  those  who  are  to  speak. 

Aldennan  Wo'rthington — If  I  understand  the  ob- 
ject of  this  appropriation,  it  is  to  purchase  flowers 
tor  the  decoration  of  'the  graves  oi  soldiers.  I 
understand  the  gentlem;in  to  say  that  each  post 
has  a  certain  niiailier  of  graves  to  decorate.  If 
the  posts  in  Charle-town  have  had  assigned 
to  them  all  the  graves  in  Charlestown,  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  appropriate 
additional  money  "for  this  object ;  but  if 
they  have  not,  and  if  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps 
have  a  certain  number  of  graves  to  decorate,  in- 
depeidently  from  the  others,  then  we  should  give 
them  this  nionev.  They  are  just  as  much  entitled 
to  it  as  either  of  the  others.  I  would  like  to  know 
how  far  this  thing  goes,  whether  we  are  pay- 
ing them  money  that  is  used  outside  of  the  pur- 
chase of  flowers.  It  is  a  very  important  thing  for 
us  to  appropriate  thousands  "of  dollars  for  Decora- 
tion Day,  a<  we  do.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  vote 
the  moiiev  for  it.  We  should  maintain  our  love 
for  the  fallen  soldiers  and  renew  it  in  this  way  ev- 


ery year,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  money  for  that 
purpose,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  give  each  society 
$200, and  have  them  spend  it  as  they  choose,  and  not 
use  It  for  the  decoration  ceremonies.  K  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  the  decoration  of  graves,  as 
the  gentleman  says,  then  we  should  give  no  money 
to  the  N.  t.  Banks  Corps;  but  if  they  have  graves 
to  decorate  independently  of  the  others,  then.  I 
think  we  should  give  them  the  money. 

Alderman  Power — I  get  my  information  from  a 
member  of  one  of  the  best  posts,  that  it  is  cus- 
tomary to  give  a  certain  number  of  graves  to  each 
post,  and  that  all  the  graves  in  this  city  and  ite 
Ticinity  have  been  assign  1  to  the  different  posts, 
independently  of  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps.  If  this 
corps  goes  to  decorate  any  graves  they  will  g© 
as  members  of  other  organizations.  The 
duties  have  all  been  assigned  by  the  head 
of  the  posts ;  the  whole  ground  has  been  covered, 
and  without  including  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps.  I 
get  my  information  from  meml)ers  of  other  posts, 
and  I  "have  taken  the  trouble  to  become  familiar 
with  the  subject.  I  know  some  of  the  members 
of  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps;  am  acquainted  with 
the  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  it,  and  I  be- 
lieve he  lives  in  Ward  5,  Boston — I  allude  to  Ma- 
jor Mahan — and  he  represented  Wara  5  in  the 
Common  Council  last  year.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  members  of  this  corps  are  also  mer» 
bers  of  difl3rent  posts. 
■  Alderman  Wortliuigton— The  gentleman's  in- 
formation comes  from  members  of  the  posts.  I 
want  some  information  from  the  members  of  the 
N.  P.  Banks  Corps.  I  have  been  informed  that 
they  have  had  money  from  the  city  of  Charles- 
town and  have  decorated  graves  with  it.  If 
they  have,  they  should  hav^  this  money; 
if  not,  they  should  not  have  it.  I  think  we  are 
not  ready  to  vote  for  it  today.  I  do  not  want  t« 
hear  repeated  the  jealousies  of  members  of  the 
different  organizations,  which  it  is  evident  they 
have.  There  are  as  many  piques  in  every  commu- 
nity as  there  are  voters,  and  it  is  natural  that  they 
sho'uld  get  into  the  posts.  I  hope  we  shall  not 
vote  upon  this  matter  today. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
If.  P.  Banks  Corps  do  not  intend  to  decorate  any 
graves ;  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  them,  or  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands,  or  myself,  from 
doing  so,  if  we  see  lit.  Neither  do  I  get  my  infor- 
mation wholly  from  one  side  or  the  other.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  any  conflicting  sentiment 
in  Charlestown  on  the  subject.  But  I  do  say  the 
existing  posts  can  decorate  the  graves  just  as  weU 
as  if  this  stun  of  $200  is  not  voted  to  the  N.  P. 
Banks  Army  and  Na^'y  Veteran  Cori)S. 

Alderman  Peters — My  belief  is  that  the  labors 
and  services  of  the  soldiers  who  went  to  the  war 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  but  I  believe  the  city 
might  just  as  well  vote  money  to  the  Democratic 
and  Republican  committees  as  to  the  posts. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  reflecting  upon  the  N.  P.  Banks  Cori>s,  or 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  other  or- 
ganization. But  it  will  not  be  surprising  if 
this  annual  premium  of  $200  is  held  out, 
that  the  number  of  posts  will  increase. 
The  difficulty  of  jealousness  we  shall  al- 
ways incur;  they  aie  no  more  free  from 
that  than  any  others  are.  Ambitious  people  in 
other  organizations  have  branched  off  and  formed 
this  one,  1  suppose.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is 
so  in  this  case,  but  it  is  likely  to  follow  if  it  is 
known  than  the  city  of  Boston  will  give  8200  to 
each  post  every  year ;  that  would  be  a  stimulous 
for  the  forming  of  other  organizations. 

Alderman  Harris — I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say 
on  this  topic.  The  members  of  this  corps  happen 
to  be  residents  of  the  district  which  I  represent. 
There  are  ro  jealousies  that  I  know  of  between 
the  posts  there  and  this  veteran  corps.  Last  year 
our  City  Government  were  asked  for  money  for 
this  purpose,  and  I  must  say  they  endeavored  to 
exercise  as  scrutinizing  an  economy  over  this 
appropriation  for  the  soldiers  as  could  be 
done.  The  result  of  their  action  was  to  give 
it  to  each  of  the  posts  of  the  Grand 
Army  and  also  to  this  N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy 
Veteran  Corps.  Now,  as  Charlestown  has  recently 
been  annexed  to  this  cuy,  1  hope  that,  at  least  for 
this  year,  there  will  be  no  departure  from  what 
our  city  lUd  last  year.  I  believe  there  is  good  rea- 
son for  it— that  is,  if  we  see  fit  to  appro- 
priate money  for  any  of  the  posts.  They 
are  honorably  dischfirged  soldiers  who  have 
formed  this  distinct  association  ;  their  object  is  a 
charitable  one— to  do  what  they  can  to  assist  the 
needy.    For  my  part,  wliile  this  custom  is  coBtin- 
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ued,  I  see  no  reason  why  a  departure  should  be 
made,  and  I  therefore  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  adopted. 

-  Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  says  he  has  the  honor  to  represent  the 
Charlestown  District,  whether  the  City  Govern- 
ment there  gave  this  organization  any  money  last 
vear. 

Alderman  Harris— I  have  already  said  distinctly 
that  they  did. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  been  informed, 
since  I  was  up  last,  that  they  have  two  posts  and 
this  organization  there ;  that  the  three  cemeteries 
in  Charlestown  are  decorated  by  the  posts,  and 
that  the  N.  P.  Banks  Veteran  Corps  has  charge  of 
the- decoration  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  and  the 
money  we  appropriate  for  them  will  be  used 
there. 

Alderma  nStebbins— I  w^as  intending  to  vote  for 
this  amendment  until  I  heard  the  stntement  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  The  statute 
provides  that  money  may  be  appropriated  to  deco- 
rate graves  within  the  limits  of  the  city  or  town 
where  the  appropriation  is  made.  We  certainly 
cannot  go  outside  of  the  city  hmits. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
any  greater  proportion  of  sohliers'  graves  in 
Charlestown  than  there  is  in  South  Boston.  At 
any  rate,  there  is  a  population  in  South  Boston 
of '  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand,  while  the 
population  of  '  Charlestown  is  aLout  thirty 
thousand.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
at  the  close  of  the  war  South  Boston  possessed 
proportionately  a  large  number  over  Charlestown. 
Now.  there  are  but  two  posts  in  South  Boston  and 
the  amou'^t  of  money  is  considered  amply  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose  there.  And  yet,  you  propose 
to  give  money  to  three  different  bodies  In 
Charlestown,  and  only  to  two  in  South  Bos- 
ten.  If  S400  is  sufficient  for  South  Bjston 
it  must  be  for  Charlestown.  They  were 
as  patriotic  on  this  side  of  the  river  as  on  that, 
and  as  manv  went  to  the  war  from  here  as  there. 
But,  as  I  said  before,  the  question  is,  Where  are 
you  goins  to  stop  ?  If  you  are  going  to  encourage 
this  sort  of  thing,  there  is  no  end  of  the  money 
you  must  pay.  If  you  offer  this  annual 
premium  for  new  organizations,  there  is 
no  reason  why  every  regimental  association  shall 
not  claim  its  share  i.vith  the  rest.  The  gentleman 
who  offered  the  order  says  he  sujiposes  the  time  is 
drawing  near  when  this  appropriation  of  money 
for  this  purpose  is  going  to  cease.  I  have 
no  desire  to  see  the  custom  cease :  I 
should  like  to  see  it  kept  up  always  and 
should  be  willing  to  contribute  to  it  as 
I  have  in  past  years,  if  it  should  be 
done  by  private  subscription  in  the  future.  I  do 
not  thiiik  it  is  proper  for  tnis  Government  to  go 
on  appropriating  money  for  such  a  purpose.  But 
the  order  has  been  passed  this  year  to  give  it  to 
the  regular  posts,  and  I  do  not'  projjose  to  offer 
any  opposition  to  that.  But  1  do  think  we  should 
stop  where  we  are. 

jUderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  states  that  his  objection  to  the  amendment 
is  because  it  is  goinjr  to  be  used  outside  of  the 
limits  of  the  city.  If  that  is  the  case  we  are  trans- 
gressing upon  the  law  very  seriously.  Quite  a 
number  of  the  posts  go  out  to  Mount  Auburn  and 
decorate  the  graves  there,  and  we  must  consider 
it  or  some  one  will  put  an  injunction  upon  the 
'paying  of  this  money.  Mount  Auburn  is  as  far  from 
Boston  as  Woodlawn  Cemetery  is.  For  myself 
I  believe  we  ought  to  appropriate  this  money ;  that 
they  deserve  it  and  will  make  as  good  use  of  it  as 
any  of  the  posts,  and  that  they  haVe  as  good  right 
to  carry  it  to  Woodlawn  as  others  have  to  carry 
theirs  to  Mount  Auburn.  It  should  not  be  nar- 
rowed down  to  the  limits  of  Boston,  but  let  those 
who  have  comrades  lying  in  Woi>dlawn  or  Mount 
Auburn  go  there  and'decorate  them  with  flower.s 
purchased  with  money  given  by  the  city  of  Boston. 
Aldennan  Hall — I  canuot  see  what  difference  it 
makes  where  these  men  reside,  so  that  they  hare 
an  honorable  discharge  from  the  army.  That  Is 
the  only  requisite  for  any  one  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  this  N .  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps,  and  I  cannot  see  why  we  should  discrim- 
inate against  this  handful  of  men  who  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  return  from  the  war  ^vith 
their  lives.  I  think  they  should  have  this  $200 
with  which  to  decorate  the  graves  of  their  dead 
comrades.  The  sum  asked  is  only  $200,  and  the 
whole  amount  for  that  district  is  no  more  than  the 
price  paid  to  send  one  man  to  the  wai-.  I  am  sorry 
tor  men  who  never  turned  out  to  decorate  the 
graves  of  our  fallen  braves.    I  hope  this  amend- 


ment will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  vote  to  pay 
this  corps  «200. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  shall  offer  the  following 
amen(bnent,  and  if  it  prevails,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  which  came  from  the  other  branch: 
as— 

"Provided,  however,  that  the  amount  so  appro- 
priated shall  be  expended  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  169  of  the  acts  of  1870." 

Alderman  Harris — Will  that  apply  to  the  entire 
appropriation? 

Alderman  Stebbins — That  is  my  intention. 

Aldennan  Harris— I  should  like  to  hear  the  nil- 
ing  of  the  Chair  upon  that  point. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  in 
his  opinion  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
from  the  Common  Council  would  be  in  order. 

Alderman  Peters — Would  an  amendment  be  in 
order  saying  thptthe  thing  should  be  legally  done? 
By  law  all  iTiis  must  be  done  within  the  city  lim- 
its. We  are  simply  passing  an  onler  saying  that 
it  must  be  done  so. 

The  Chairman— If  the  order  is  passed  it  must  be 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  i>rovLSions  of 
the  statute.  It  is  perfectly  competent  to  pass  an 
order  that  certain  sums  are  to  be  appropriated, 
provided  they  are  expended  in  accordance  with 
the  statute. 

Alderman  Brooks— Does  this  amendment  apply 
to  the  whole  appropriation  ? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  can  apply  only  to  the  amendment  from  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Alderman  Prescott — Inasmuch  as  there  seems  to 
be  considerable  misunderstanding  in  this  matter, 
and  as  by  the  statutes  we  have  no  right  to  appro- 
priate money  for  the  decoration  of  graves  outside 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  I  think  it  would  be  advisable 
not  to  act  upon  this  order  today.  In  order  that 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  "can  be  had  upon 
the  subject,  and  that  members  may  vote  under- 
standingly  upon  it,  I  move  that  the  whole  subject 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  that  motion  will  pre- 
vail. The  gentleman  from  the  Highland  District 
stated  distinctly  that  If  the  existing  posts  had  ar- 
ranged to  do  all  the  business,  he  would  not  vote 
for  this  amendment. 

Alderman  Cutter  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  was  not  debatable. 

The  Chair  sustained  the  point. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  prevailed— yeas  7, 
navs  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas- Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Power, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Navs— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery.  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters— 5. 

[Further  action  on  the  subject  occurred  later  in 
the  session  and  is  given  below.] 

ACCEPTANCE    OF  LOCATION. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  placed  on 
file: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  the  following 
vote  was  passed : 

Voted,  To  accept  the  ''third  location"  gi-anted 
by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  April  27,1874,  to  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company. 

Attest:  John  L.  Swift,  Clerk. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICEIiS. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedule  of  assess- 
ments for  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Merchants' 
row.  Total  cost.  8842  35;  to  be  naid  by  individ- 
uals, 8631  77.    Referred   to  Committee  oil  Sewers. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Annual  report  of  the 
leases  held  by  the  city  at  the  present  time.  Laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  The  following  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water : 

To  the  City  Council — The  Cochituate  Water 
Board  respectfully  represent  that  no  appropria- 
tion has  been  made  for  the  current  year  for  the 
extension  of  main  pipe  in  Wards  13,  14, 15  and  16; 
that  there  is  pressing  need  for  work  to  be  done  in 
these  wards  to  accommodate  new  water  takers, 
and  as  a  precaution  against  fire  in  thickly-settled 
districts ;  and  the  Water  Board  therefore  ask  that 
an  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  made 
for  use  in  the  above  named  wards. 

For  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 

John  A.  Haven,  President. 

Board  of  Health .  The  following  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewei-s : 
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To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
Tnen:  Gentlemen — We  respectfuUv  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  territory 
in  Wards  15  and  17  in  this  city,  bound- 
ed by  Amory,  School,  Walnut  avenue  to 
and  including  the  Kingsbury  estate,  and  by 
and  including'  Codman  pai'k  and  Codman 
avenue,which  is  now  entirely  destitute  of  any  prop- 
er drainage.  The  people  there  are  sufferinjj  today 
fo-  want  of  drainage  and  sickness  is  there  in  con- 
sequence, and  there  is  no  remedy  for  this  in  our 
power;  and  we  respectfully  ask  that  such  sewers 
may  be  immediately  constructed  as  will  afford 
permanent  relief. 

A.   W.  BOARDMAN,  l> 

Chairman  Board  of  Healthrj'- 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Monthly  report 
of  tires  and  alarms  in  April,  together  with  copies 
of  recent  orders  issued  by  the  Board.  The  board 
state  that  Engines  Nos.  3,  6,  8  and  26,  and  Hook 
and-Ladders  Nos.  1  and  3  have  been  organized  as 
a  permanent  force  in  addition  to  those  previously 
reported.  Whole  number  of  alarms  in  April,  70, 
including  27  still  alarms.  Loss  on  buildings,  $21.- 
616  50;  insurance  on  ditto,  i5168,900;  loss  on  stock. 
$32,407  26;  insurance  on  ditto,  ^94,180;  number  of 
alarms  in  April,  1873,  43.    Sent  down. 

WOOD  PAVEMENT  IN   KILBY   STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  presented  a  report  signed  by 
himself  and  Aldeniian  Peters,  on  the  petition  of 
Isa;ic  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Kilby  street  be  paved  with 
wood,  recommending  that  'the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  tbie 
report. 

Alderman  Power— It  verj'  rarely  occurs  that  the 
members  x)f  the  Paving  Committee  have  any 
cause  or  reason  to  disagree,  but  witli  the  report 
presented  by  the  majority'  on  this  petition  I  beg 
leave  to  differ.  I  present  a  minority  report,  which 
I  desire  to  be  read.  I  move  that  it  be  substituted 
for  the  report  of  the  majority. 

On  the  petition  of  Isaac  Taylor  and  many  others 
that  Kilby  street,  from  Milk  street  to  State  street, 
may  be  paved  with  wood,  the  undersigned,  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  respectfully 
dissents  from  the  report  of  the  majority,  that  tlie 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw,  and  begs 
leave  to  state  briettv  his  reasons  for  recommeud- 
ing  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 
It  should  be  understood,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  street  is  to  be  newly  paved  with  some 
kind  of  material.  It  is  not  a  question  of  removing 
one  kind  of  pavement  to  put  down  another ;  the 
ground  is  open  to  whatever  is  Vest  adapted  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  locality.  That  being  the 
case  the  question  is  to  be  determined  upon  the 
character  of  the  street,  the  purposes  for  which  it 
is  used  and  the  kind  of  business  carried  on  by  the 
abutters.  ■>  i 

Kilby  street  is  about  six  hundred  feet  long,  and 
the  roadway  averages  about  twenty-six  feet  iu 
width.  Wneu  graded  according  to  the  plan 
adopted  by  this  Board  it  will  be  level  or  very 
nearly  so.  Most  of  the  business  carried  on 
by  the  abutters  is  of  such  a  character  that 
it  would  be  greatly  disturbed  by  the  noise  of 
vehicles  passing  over  stone  pavements.  The  wants 
of  the  locality  are  shown  conclusively  iii  the  peti- 
tion which  is  signed  by  the  principal"  owners  and 
occupants  on  the  street;  and  it  is  understood  that 
all  the  owners  and  occupants,  without  exception, 
are  iu  favor  of  a  wooden  pavement. 

If  wood  is  to  be  used  foi'  paving  in  any  case  it 
should  be  used  heie,  a«  the  circuhistancb's  are  in 
every  view  the  most  favorable. 

Upon  the  question  of  economy  it  is  suffieient  to 
say  that  it  is  doubtful  whether,"  with  the  modem 
inventions  for  preserving  and  laying  wooden 
blocks,  the  stone  pavement  is  more  economical 
thrnwood.  The  first  cost  of  the  stone  pavement 
is  about  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  square 
yard,  and  for  the  wood  aboiit  two  dollars  and 
twenty-live  cents.  The  greater  wear  and  tear  to 
horses  and  vehicles  in  passing;  over  the  stone 
pavements  is  also  to  be  taken  into  apcount.  On 
this  point  I  beg  leave  to  quote  some  statements 
from  an  exceedingly  able  and  exhaustive  report,  re- 
cently submitted  by  an  English  engineer  to  the  Lon- 
don Sewer  Commissioners.  Careful  observations 
were  taken  during  a  period  of  ttfty  days  in  streets 
paved  with  asphalt,  granite  and  wood",  located  in 
the  busiest  portionoi  London, to  ascertain,  among 
other  things,  the  number  of  accidents  Avhich 
occurred  to  horses  on  account  of  the  pavement 
over  which  they  were  travelling  at  the  time,    -o'l 


The  various  streams  of  traffic  as  well  as  the  dis- 
tances travelled  vrere  taken  separately,  and  thus 
the  exact  distance  which  was  passed  over  before 
an  accident  occurred  was  ascertained.  Upon  the 
asphalt  203,805  miles  were  traversed  by  the  horses 
within  the  fifty  days  and  1066  accidents  occurred ;  on 
granite  95,56f  miles  and  719  accidents,  and  on 
wood  179,151  miles  and  542  accidents.  It  appeared 
that  on  the  granite  pavement  132  miles  were  passed 
over  before  an  accident  occurred ;  on  asphalt,  191 
miles,  and  on  wood,  330  miles. 

To  ascertain  accurately  whether  any  iiortioii  of 
the  accidents  was  due  to  conditions  in  which  one 
pavement  was  more  favorably  circumstanced  than 
others,  apart  fr(>m  the  difference  resulting  from 
the  material  of  which  the  pavement  was  com- 
posed, the  accidents  were  investigated  and 
considered  under  the  following  heads:  Kat- 
ure  of  the  accidents  to  horses  ;  effect 
of  harnessing;  effect  of  rate  of  travel;  effect  of 
gradient;  effect  of  condition  of  surface  repair; 
effect  of  surface  cleanliness  and  effect  of  weather 
on  the  surface.  It  appeared  that  horses  travelling 
on  the  wood  pasrement  were  on  the  whole  subject- 
ed to  falls  of  a  character  less  inconvenient  to  the 
feneral  traflSc  of  the  street,  and  also  less  likely  to 
e  injurious  to  the  horses  than  those  travelling  on 
the  other  two  pavements.  It  was  noticed,  also, 
that,  whatever  was  the  nature  of  the  accident,  the 
-horses  recovered  their  feet  more  easily  on  wood 
than  they  did  either  on  asphalt  or  granite. 

This  is  valuable  testimony,  and  is  deserving  of 
serious  consideration  in  passing  upon  this  ques- 
tion. Believing  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners 
is  a  reasonable  and  proper  one,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  granted,  the  undersigned  would  respect- 
fully recommend  ihe  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Kilby  street  from  Milk  street  to 
State  street,  with  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  six  thousand  dollars ;  to  be 
chaiged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 
The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  substitute. 
Alderman  Peters— The  policy  of  paving  Kilby 
street  with  wood  is  either  'right  or  wrong;  if 
wrong,  any  number  of  petitions  signed  by  any 
number  of  taxpayers  does  not  change  the  princi- 
ple. There  are  two  questions,  one  of  economy 
and  one  of  safety.  The  wood  pavement  in  Court 
street  was  put  down  in  1869  and  is  all  worn  out; 
that  iu  Columbus  avenue  has  been  down  about 
four  years,  and  it  looks  in  fair  order  on  the  sur- 
f ace,"but  when  a  hole  was  dug  there  the  other  dav 
it  was  f  ouiKi  that  the  blocks  were  decayed .  About 
seven  years  is  a  fair  life  for  wood  blocks,  but  at 
the  end  of  fifteen  years  a  paving  of  stone  blocks 
has  only  to  be  turned  over  and  it  is  good  for  fif- 
teen years  more.  That  wooden  pavements  are 
more  slippery  than  stone,  the  gentleman  need 
not  have  gone  so  far  as  London  to  find  out.  We 
had  not  seen  what  the  gentleman's  report  was  to 
be,  and  any  arguments  that  he  adduces  can 
only  Ije  met  in  an  ott'-hand  manner.  As  regards 
safety  on  a  sleety  morning,  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  has  bad  to  sendarouinl  to  every  street  Mith 
a  wooden  pavement  and  have  gravel  put  upon 
them.  The  Alderman's  own  horse  fell  down  and 
he  was  obliged  to  come  here  and  ask  why  it 
had  not  been  put  down.  As  regards  noise, 
■  I  have  occupied  an  office  on  Congress 
street,  which  has  a  cobblestone  pavement, 
,  and  there  is  no  interference  by  noise 
after  one  becomes  used  to  it,  except  when  some  of 
the  heavy  teams  carrying  iron  pass  by,  the  rat- 
tling of  the  iron  making  a  noise.  But  on  a  road 
well  paved  with  stone  blocks  there  is  not  noise 
enough  to  prevent  business  from  being  carried  on 
Kilby  street  lias  an  average  width  of  fifty  feet' 
and  runs  through  Liberty  square,  so  that  the 
whole  would  have  to  be  paved  wirii  wood.  I  do 
not  know  ihat  there  is  anything  more  to  be  said 
on  this  subject.  The  committee  have  looked  into 
it,  and  the  majority  want  to  do  what  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  economy  and  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 
There  is  no  doubc  that  so  far  as  local  petitioners 
are  concerned  they  desire  Mood  pavement,  but  the 
majority  think  it  would  not  be  best  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  locality  and  for  the  city.  I  trust 
the  report  of  the  majority  wUI  be  accepi'f  d. 

Alderman  Power— the "gcmleman  speaks  of  ac- 
cidents. I  give  statistics  in  my  report  which 
apeak  for  themselves,  are  reliable  and  cannot  be 
controverted.  They  are  a  fair  test.  If  he  can 
show  as  good  a  test  I  should  like  to  have  him 
do  so.  He  speaks  of  the  pavements  in  Co- 
lumbus avenue  and  Court  street.  •  They  have 
nothing  to  iio  with  the  durabilitv  of  thi's  pave- 
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ment.  It  is  well  krox\ni  that  those  pave- 
ments have  never  been  put  thiouph  the 
processes  which  are  paid  to  preserve  \roo(l.  It  is 
well-known  that  burnettizert  wood  will  last  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years.  The  process  is  different  from 
what  it  jif  ofl  to  be.  The  wooden  pavements  laid 
within  the  last  few  year.^  have  been  on  a  different 
process  from  those  in  Columbns  avenue  and  Court 
street.  The  road  bed  is  made  perfectly  level,  the 
pavement  is  laid  witliont  any  tal-  or  boards  under 
It.  so  that  the  blocks  are  easily  taken  up  and  re- 
placed. 

But  take  Columbus  avenue  where  in  has  not  been 
dug  up  and  the  gentleman  will  see  that  the  blocks 
have  been  preserved.  This  order  does  not  propose 
to  lay  any  but  burnetti7,ed  spruce  block'.  Ex- 
change place  has  neen  laid  with  spruce  blocks, 
and  that  is  one  reason  they  are  asketl  to  be  laid  in 
Kilby  street.  They  have  'had  a  stone  pavement 
there  for  years  ana  know  what  the  inconveniences 
are. 

Alderman  Hall— What  kind  of  stone  pavement? 

Alderman  Power— Block  stone. 

Alderman  Hall— In  Kilby  street? 

Alderman  Power — The  street  has  got  to  be 
raised  and  paved.  The  owners  of  property 
there  have  sent  in  this  petition  here;  many 
of  those  petitioners  pay  more  taxes  every 
year  than  this  whole  job  will  a".nount 
to,  s»me  pay  twice  over  what  the  pav- 
ing of  that  street  will  come  to.  Throw  the  ques- 
tion of  economy  out,  admit  that  stone  pavement 
is  better  and  win  last  longer  than  wood,  and  I  say 
that  when  everybody  in  a  street,  all  the  heavy 
taxi>nyers,  come  in  here  and  ask  this  Govern- 
ment for  such  a  pavement,. it  is  our  duty  to 
grant  their  prayer.  They  ate  all  heavy 
taxpayers  and  "have  to  'pay  the  biUs.  If 
any  street  is  to  be  paved  with  wood,  this 
one  should  be.  Liberty  square  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question.  I  have  deemed  it  my  cluty  to 
differ  with  the  majoritj'  of  the  committee  on  this 
question,  because  I  think  where  so  many  tax- 
payers are  interested,  and  where  no  one  "is  to 
be'injured,  it  is  our  duty  to  gratify  them  and 
tyrant  the  petition.  The  gentleman  alludes  to  my 
horse  falling  down  on  wooden  pavement;  my 
horse  has  fallen  down  a  great  deal  oftener 
on  stone  than  he  has  on  wooden  pavements,  but  it 
does  not  injure  him  on  wood  as  it  does  on  stone. 
Accidents  will  occur,  but  there  are  statistics  show- 
ing less  of  them  on  wooden  pavements  than  on 
stone.  If  any  one  can  controvert  that  statement  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  him  do  it. 

Aldei-man  Peters— Some  of  the  petitioners  called 
to  see  me  in  regard  to  this  thing,  and  their  chief 
reliance  was  on  the  fact  that  Kilby  street  would 
never  become  a  thoroughfare.  Only  last  week 
Mr.  Dinsmore  of  the  Adams  Express  Company 
was  on  here  and  speaking  of  making  Liberty 
squaie  the  headquarters  of  all  the  express  com- 
panies. Kilby  street  has  been  widened,  and  in 
that  case  it  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  thorough- 
fares in  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  gentleman  is 
rather  assisting  me  in  my  argument.  He  shows 
that  there  will  be  more  noise,  and  that  is  what  the 
petitioners  wish  to  get  rid  of. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  had  the  honor  to  be 
upon  the  Paving  Committee  last  year  and  this 
year,  and  I  have  been  adverse  to  spending  the 
city's  money  for  wood  pavements.  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  a  judicious  use  of  money,  and  when 
the  gentleman  undertakes  to  tell  me  that 
wood  will  last  nearly  as  long  as  stone, 
I  tliink  his  argument  is  hardly  worth  notic- 
ing,—because  there  is  scarcely  a  member  of 
this  Board  who  will  believe  it,  that  burnetizing 
process  costs  ten  cents  a  square  yard  and  does 
not  amount  to  a  snap  of  the  finger.  We  do  not 
know  whether  it  saves  wood  or  rots  it.  You  go  on 
Columbus  avenue  and  take  up  the  pavement  and 
you  will  find  the  wood  a  mess  of  slivers,  even  where 
"it  has  been  down  only  a  short  time.  You  can  look 
at  Court  street  and  judge  for  yourselves  whether 
it  should  be  paved  with  wood  or  block  c,ranite. 
The  gentleman  seems  to  have  a  kindness 
for  petitioners:  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee is  going  for  the  goo'd  of  the  whole. 
If  you  ask  the  truckmen,  as  we  did,  last 
sum'mer,  they  will  saj'  put  down  either 
all  wood  or  stone,  because  a  horse  is  apt  to  slip  in 
passing  from  one  to  the  other.  I  asked  Mr.  Harris, 
and  he  would  not  advise  that  Kilby  street  should 
be  paved  with  wood,  and  I  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  his  ability  and  judgment.  KilV)y  street  runs 
into  Liberty  scjuare,  and  you  cannot  lay  wood  and 
block  granite  together  advantageously ;  if  you  pave 


Kilby  street  with  wood  it  involve!*  the  exiieuse  of 
paving  all  the  streets  leading  into  it  in  the  same 
way.  When  a  delegation  were  on  here  from  Cin- 
cinnati, and  were  a-sked  why  they  used  wood,  they 
said  if  they  could  get  block  granite  as 
Cheap  as  we  could  they  would  not  use  wood. 
New  York  city  has  abandoned  using  wood.  I 
do  not  know  cf  any  New  England  city  but 
has  abandoned  wood.'  It  is  foolislily  spendins 
mojiey.  The  gentleman  has  come  iii  here  with 
quite  a  lengthy  report ;  it  reads  very  much  like 
ttie  <locument  issue<l  by  an  owner'  of  a  wood- 
pavement  patent.  I  d'o  not  know  where  he 
got  those  ideas,  but  I  do  know  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  go  to  London  for  them.  We  can 
show  the  pavement  here.  He  copied  the  sta 
tistics,  but  he  does  not  know  that  they  are 
true.  We  desire  to  do  the  gieatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number.  A  wood  pavement  has  to  be  re- 
paired within  five  years ;  it  is  also  leaky,  some 
blocks  outlast  othe'rs,  and  you  cannot  repair  it  as 
you  can  blwck  granite.  1  trust  the  lioard  will 
pauje  before  they  waste  the  city's  money  by  pla.o- 
ing  wood  pavements  upon  our  streets. 

Alderman  Power — ^The  gentleman  alludes  to  the 
truckmen ;  they  told  me  that  they  would  prefer 
to  have  all  the  streets  paved  with  wood.  Ihis 
Board  should  take  the  comfort  of  the  cit- 
izens into  account,  as  well  as  the  durabil- 
ity of  the  pavements.  We  all  know  that  we  could 
put  dovvai  marble  floors  in  our  own  houses,  but  we 
put  down  wooden,  and  use  carpets,  as  wehavescne 
regard  for  comfort.  Ihe  old  process  of  laying 
wood  pavement  has  been  almost  entirely  done 
away  wiih  ;  by  the  new  process  the  wood  remains 
much  longer  than  stone.  You  can  go  to  the 
Water  Board  and  find  that  wood  has  been  pre- 
served seventeen  years  by  being  humettizeu.  I 
believe  those  statistics  ai-e  authentic,  and  1  got 
them  from  no  one  interested  in  wood  pavemeTits. 
I  got  them  from  a  London  paper.  They  show  con- 
clusively that  more  acculents  happen  on  stone. 
The  gentleman  does  not  know  from  an v  test  that 
stone  will  last  longer  than  wood.  It  is  well  known 
that  A\oodeii  pavement,  as  laid  now,  will  be  pre- 
served, because  the  bed  is  puddled  with  water, 
while  loose  stoii«  is  p<mnded  down. 

Alderman  Cutter— Can  we  not  puddle  the  bed 
•for  a  stone  pa \'^ement  as  well  as  for  wood? 

Alderman  Power— It  could  be,  but  it  is  not. 
Broad  street  was  paved  in  that  way  and  it  is  the 
best  paved  street  in  Boston  today.'  But  in  a  mat- 
ter 01  this  kind  the  wishes  of  people  who  pay  the 
largest  amount  of  taxes  should  be  consiilted.  As 
to  the  credit  that  the  Paving  Committee  are  en- 
liitled  to  for  the  care  of  the  streets  of  Boston,  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  my  share  of  it,  as  much  as 
is  the  gentleman  opposite.  I  have  labored  the 
best  I  could  foi-  the  interes-ts  of  the  citizens,  ac- 
cording to  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Aldeiman  Cutter — The  gentleman  seems  to  ar- 
gue for  the  comfort  of  the  petitioners.  When  the 
subject  of  Smith's  Riding  School  was  up  he  ig- 
nored them  altogether,  as  well  as  the  eight  thon- 
sand  petitioners  for  a  fire  commission.  Just  as 
you  treat  these  petitioners  you  will  be  required  to 
treat  others.  If  you  lay  this  pavement  in  Kilby 
.street,  you  will  have  to"  do  it  in  Washington  and 
other  streets.  There  is  as  good  argument  for  pav- 
ing Washing-ton  street  with  wood  as  there  is  for 
Kilby  street. 

The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  tlia*  of 
'the  majority — yeas  7,  nays  5,  as  follows  : 
.     Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emei-y,  Harris, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins — 7. 
i    Nays — Aldermen   Brooks,   Ctitter,  Hall,  Peters, 
.  Worthington — 5. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aldennan  Cutter— I  desire  to  have  the  Board 
look  at  Kilby  street  before  they  vote  upon  this 
subject,  and  I  move  to  specially  assicn  the  order 
for  next  Monday  at  half-past  five  o'clock. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  This  Board  is  just  as  competent  to  settle 
that  question  now  as  at  any  other  time.  It  is  only 
a  pretext  to  >  tave  this  matter  off.  The  street  has 
got  to  be  graded  immediately,  and  this  matter  has 
been  before  the  Paving  Com'mittee  four  weeks. 

Alderman  Hall — I  hc.j>e  the  motion  to  assign 
will  prevail.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  see 
the  nature  of  the  buildings  on  Kilby  street,  and  I 
would  like  to  go  through  tliere.  Perhaps  1  should 
then  vote  for  wood  pavement. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  5  for  and  7 
against,  by  a  rising  vote,  and  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  pas.sed— veas  8,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas — AUlei-man  Bigelow,  Clark,"Einery,  Harris, 
Power,  Prescott,  Steboius,  \Vorthlngtou-^8. 
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Nays — Alderman  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters — i. 
A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Alder-  , 
man  Power,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

EEPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SCBMITTED. 

By  Aldennan  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on. 
Licenses— Reports  recommending  the  granting  of 
licenses  as  follows ;  A.W.Scott,  for  leave  to  ex- 
hibit the  "Detectives'  Museum"  at  486  Washing- 
ton street ;  Hugh  Blakeney,  to  give  concerts  at 
443  Broadway;  Gustavus  V.  Hall,  auctioneer, 
144  State  street  ;  W.  ■  C.  Kich,  auctioneer, 
70  State  ■  street ;  J.  W.  McDonald,  260  Main 
street.  Ivory  C.  Ham,  358  Main  street,  Hicks 
&  Brown,  Monument  Hall,  and  William  Tailor, 
87  Bunker  Hill  street,  severally  to  keep  billiard 
saloons  in  Charlestown ;  William  Rimmer,  to  ex- 
hibit an  aquarium  at  161  Tremont  street; 
Charles  F.  Emery  et  al.,  for  transfer  of  wagon 
licenses;  Mrs.  m".  Rafferty,  to  keep  intelligence 
office  at  13  Cottage  place";  Jane  Cooper,  to  keep 
intelligence  office  at  60  Pleasant  street:  John 
Gonnley,  W.  E.  Meade,  James  McKenna,  .John 
Anderson  and  James  Hares  for  wagon  license ; 
2  bootblacks  and  13  newsboys,  minors'  applica- 
tions for  license;  Edward  C.  Riddle,  auctioneer, 
70  State  street;  S.  W.  Richardson,  to  keep  billiard 
saloon  at  382  Harrison  avenue  ;  Alexander  Clough, 
to  keep  billiard  saloon  at  corner  of  Burroughs 
and  Centre  streets,  Ward  17;  Rolle  &  Dercheit,  to 
kpep  billiard  saloon  at  19  Boylston  street.  Sever- 
ally accepted.  .     '    i 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Frederick  Augus- 
tin,  108  Warrenton  street;  T.  Splain,  114  P  street; 
C.  C.  Bickford,  2  Harrison  avenue.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Innholder's  License  Refused-John  Lyons,  145 
Pleasant  street.    Accepted.  l  ■  ,   ■■,     .  . 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted^j-O,  W.  Shattuck, - 
30  Avon  street ;  Gibson  &  Williams,  181  Court 
street;  Albert  Fellner,  corner  of  High  and  Quincy 
streets;  William  Randolph,  290  North  street; 
Gebrge  W.  Garland,  34  Brattle  street;  Frank 
Locke,  12  Broad  street;  P.  Nelson,  12V2 
State  street;  George  W.  Oliver,  100  Wash- 
ington street  ; '  Alexander  Clough,  corner  of 
Centre  and  Burroughs  streets;  A.S.Thompson, 
55  Merrimac  street;  C.  D.  Maoomber,  corner  of 
Sixth  and  P  streets ;  Henry  H.  Niles,  12  Friend 
and  14  Merrimac  street ;  M.  E.  Shorey,  3  Charles- 
town  street;  F.  H.  Bearse,  97  South  Market  street; 
M.  Engelhardt  &  Co.,  19  and  21  Hawley.  street; 
Vose  &  Co.,  18.59  Washington  street;  John  G. 
Lewis,  197  Cambridge  street;  William  O.  M. 
Hunter,  195  Chelsea  street ;  Joseph  N.Walker,  106 
and  168  Main  street;  Thomas  Burston,  81  Green 
street;  M.B.Daley,  10  Blossom  street;  Peltes  Si 
Heath,  47  Causeway  street;  J.  E.  McKiniiey,  coi-. 
ner  Atlantic  avenue  and  Central  "whart;  Frank  B. 
Bearse,  8,  north  side  India  wharf;  M.  Engel- 
hardt &  Co.,  81  Washington  street;  Bartholo- 
mew Swan,  3  Central  wharf;  Charles  Arnold, \ 
corner    Beacon    street    and    Brookline    avenue. 

Inhholders'  Licenses  Granted— Otis  C.  Merrill,  44 
Portland  .nnd  46  Short  Siidbury  street;  Bridget 
McShane,  134  Merrimac  street;  Patrick  Carroll, 
1569  Washington  street ;  Robert  Dunlap,  16  Eliot 
street;  W.  D.  Park,  7  Central  street;  N.  A.  Hewitt, 
34  Portland  street;  George' White,  2117  Washing- 
ton street;  Stephen  L.  Burkett,  Roslindale  (West 
Roxbury).  ^ 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, presented  a  report  recommending  the  passage : 
of  the  accomv)anying  order : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the' 
city  of  Boston  to  the  draw  tender  of  North *Har- 
vard-.street  Bridge  the  sum  of  two  liundJ-ed  dollars 
pel  annum;  to  the  draw  tender  of  Cambridge- 
street  Bridge  $250  per  anniim ;  to  the  dravv  tender 
of  Westein-avenue  Bridge,  $250  per  armum ;  pro- 
vided that  the  same  amounts  are  pa^<^,  |by,,the^qitjrv 
of  Cambridge.   •■,  ,, ,. ,  -^  j.-^jj-^^  .,9J'^„.j  /„:.,'i,.;.j(,i'^^  " 

Read  twice  and  passea.  ii 

By  Alderman  Worthingtqn,  for   t^ae    Committee' 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board-- Reports  in 
favor  of  granting  the   following   petitions :  T.  W. 
Tuttle,  to  excavate  cellar  at  corner  of   Beach  and 
Ediaboro'    streets,  on    condition   that  the    cellar 
shall  be   boxed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspect- 
or  of   Buildiirgs;  Buruell    &    I'rescott,    Michael 
Creed,  J.  D.  Braman,  Albert   Rogers,  Fanni^  E, 
Brsgg,  Benjamin  L.Sumner,  P.  B,  Murpliey,  and' 
H.  R.  Surles,  severally,  for   leave    to   occupy  sta- 
bles ;  and  proprieiors  of  Jewish  Cemetery,  to  ex-^ 
tend   their  Cemetery   Grounds   at  East    Boston.' 
Severally  accepted.  ;  ,.        ,     .      . 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  .on  tlie 
Survey  and   Inspection  of  Buildings— Repbrtg.iu 


favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  Leonard  Picker- 
ing, for  leave  to  enlarge,  and  Messenger  &  Co., 
for  leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings,  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  accompanying  orders,  au- 
thorizing the  issuing  of  a  permit  for  the  same. 
The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested to  report  as  soon  as  practicable  upon  the 
petition  presented  March  20, 1873,  for  the  removal 
of  telegraph  poles  from  the  sidewalk  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  Neponset  Bridge,  over  Neponset 
River,  be  closed  to  public  travel  on  the  14th  inst.^ 
and  remain  closed  until  certain  repairs'  ju'e  CQin- 
pleted.  ■ .' 

Alderman  Harris  questioned  the  propriety  of 
closing  so  many  bridges  at  once,  unless  it* was 
positively  necessary. 

Aldernian  Cutter'said  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  immediate  repairs  until  since  the  ses- 
sion began,  and  had  been  informed  by  the  engi- 
neer that  tlie  repairs  must  be  made  immediately. 
'.  The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  "  ■ 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports  and  reports  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  ordeis  as  follows : 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  O.  T. 
Taylor,  for  leave  to  place  marble  slab. in  sidewalk 
of  store  370  Broadway.    Accepted.        ,  '       .' 

Ordered,  That  Fort  Hill  wharf,  recently  pur- 
chased by  the  city,  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Paving  Department  for  the  landing  and  storage  of 
paving  blocks  and  gravel  until  such  time  as  said 
wharf  shall  be  wanted  for  the  extension  of  Oliver 
street. 

Read  once.    -,  :  ,,,j,^,„;...' 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Broadway,  between  K  and  L 
streets,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Estimated 
cost,  ;$12,000.  '  / 

Read  once.  '   '  ''' 

Whereas,  The  directors  of  the  Bo.ston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company  have  petitioned 
this  Board  to  agree  with  them  upon  the  route  of 
their  proposed  railroad,  the  .same  to  be  of  a  gauge 
of  four  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches,  to  be 
located  and  constructed  under  the  general  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth,  between  that  part  of  Boston 
called  East  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and 
the  city  of  Lynn,  in  the  county  of  Essex;  and  the 
said  directors  having  exhil)ited  to  this  Boar  1  of 
Aldermen  a  map  of  their  projpp-ed  route,  and  hav-' 
ing  cau.sed  due  notice  to  be  given  to  all  parties  in- 
terested, within  said  city,  of  the  heariiv'upon  said 
petition,  by  publication  and  posting  as  required 
by  law ;  and  after  hearing  said  directors  and  par- 
ties, at  the  time  and  place  named  in  said  notice, 
to-wit,  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  A. 
D.  1874,  at  the  City  Hall  in  said  city,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the,  afternoon —  ,     .  '    ' 

AVe  the  undeisigneid,  being  metabers  of  the 
Board  of,, Aldermen  of  said  city  of  Boston,  (to 
hereby  cerfaty.that  we  have  agreed,  and  do  hereby 
agree  with  said  diiectors  upon  the  route  of  said, 
proposed  rnilroad,  in  S^-^id  city  of  Boston,  as  laid,' 
down  upon  said  map,  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Commencing  at  the  sea  wall  on  Marginal  street, ' 
at  a  point   between  Simpson's  dry  dock  and  the 
wharf  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Comp;;ny,- 
thence  (;rossing  said  street  at  ";rade  and  running', 
under  Web.^ter,  Sumner  and  Everett  streets,  and' 
crossing  Maverick  street  at  graile  near  the  propoj- 
ty  of  the  Boston  Forge  Company,  thence  by.cuj-ves ' 
to  the  sea  wall  inclosing  the ''basin,"  so"-called' 
thence  across  Said   "basin"  to  and  across  Wood 
Islands;  thence  across  the  flats  to  Short  street  in 
section  four.  East  Boston,  thence  along  and  under 
Cow)ier  and  Byron  streets,  crossing  ^^'ol■ds^v,ortl) 
street  at   grade,  to  and  aCto^s  the' marsh  to  the 
creek,  thence  across' the  creek  to  Breed's  Island, 
c.rossing   Saratoga  street  at  grade,  and  through 
land  of  the  Bo.-cdn  Land  Company,  to  and  across 
"Belle    Isle  Inlet,"  cUvidlng  the  city  of   Boston 
from  the  town  of  ReVere,,  it  being  shown  on  said 
map  by  a  red  line,  and  to  which  map  reference 
may  be  had  for  more  ijarticular  description. 

The  title  of  the  above  i^  "Map  s'fiowing  pro- 
posed location  of  Boston,  Reverfe  Be'dch  &  Lvnn 
Railroad  in  Boston,"  made  by  Whitiiian  &  '  Breck, 
surveyors.  And  the  said  Board  of  Aldermen,  Upon 
the  application  of  the  said '  railroad'  corpcration, 
and  after  due  notic^'to  aU  parties  interested,  and 
after  hearing  the  parties,  and  public  necessity  re- 
quiring such  authority,  hereby  alithorize  said"  cor- 
p,pi;^t;ionito  cp:^strwct  jts  i''q,ijlioacl  at  the  crossing  of 
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Marn-inal  antl  Maverick  streets",  upon  a  level  with 
said  sticetis. 

Read  twice  and  passed, 

111  virtue  whereof,  we,  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Benton,  have  signed 
this  certiiicote  this  eleventh  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1874. 

L.    K.    C'UTTEll. 
ALAXSON"    ISIOKLOW. 

Fkancis  A;  Peteks. 

R.    WoKTHIKfJTON. 

Thomas  B.  Harris. 
A.  J.  Hall. 
HlUAM   Emehy. 
James   Power. 

Ordered,  That  the  Siiperintendent  of  Streets  he 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  the  Boston  {tc 
Providence  Railroad  Company  and  other  abutters 
ou  Columbus  avenue,  to  .sprinkle  said  avetiue  with 
salt  water,  between  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
bri('.{^e  and  Park  square,  for  the  purpose  of  pre-' 
servmg  the  roadway  of  said  stiTet;  the  expense 
to  the  city,  not  exceeding-  tifty  dollars  per  month, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twfce  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  connect,  by 
suitable  tracks,  its  car  houses  on  Shawmtit  ave- 
nue and  AVarren  street  with  the  main  tracks  now 
laid  in  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  I'hineas 
E.  Gay  to  lay  railroad  tracks  in  Brookline  avenue, 
between  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  and  Mud- 
dy River,  and  run  cars  thereon  for  the  purpose  of 
grading  said  Brookline  avenue;  said  t' acks  to  be 
removed  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  days  from  the 
time  they  are  laid. 

Read  twice  and  i)assed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sut  erintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  close  Brookline  avenue  between  Bea- 
con street  and  Appleton  place  against  ptiblio 
travel  for  fifteen  days  while  the  grading  oi  said 
avenue  is  in  progres's.  ' 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  complete  the  grading  and  widening  of 
Washington  street,  between  Cambridge  street  and 
the  Brookline  line,  Ward  19,  commenced  by  the 
town  of  Brighton  in  1873,  and  set  the  edges'tones 
and  pave  the  gutters  on  said  stireet.  Estimated 
cost,  ,S3500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Dorr  street,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  ou  the  part  of  the  Board — Order  to  pay 
John  Bowhan  |109  51  for  land  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  JIagazine  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Printing — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
instructed  to  report  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinances,  giving  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  (in  the  absence  of  any  special 
order  to  the  contrary)  the  general  charge 
and  disposal  of  all  city  documents  and  pub- 
lications, the  printing  of  which  is  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Geueral  Printing,  or  Incidental 
Expenses,  or  to  appropriations  not  in  control  of 
any  other  committee  or  board ;  and  giving  to  such 
other  committees  or  boards  the  charge  and  dis- 
posal of  all  city  documents  and  publications,  the 
printing  of  which  is  charged  to  their  lespective 
appropriations. 

Alderman  Power — The  Board  is  aware  that  there 
are  many  city  documents,  the  most  valuable  of 
which  are  the  city  ordinances,  which  people  are 
continually  coming  in  here  after.  There  has  been 
a  good  deal  of  diflficulty  in  discriminating 
to  whom  thev  shall  be  given.  People  come 
for  then*  from  cities  and  tovrns  out- . 
side  of  Bo-ton.  The  Committee  on  Printing  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  books  .should  not  be  given 
away  promiscuously,  and  we  propose  to  let  people 
have  them  by  paying  the  cost  of  printing  them. 
As  it  stands  now,  we  cannot  charge  anything  for 
them.  I  move  that  the  order  take  its  second  read- 
ing today. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  if  it  was  necessary  to 
have  this  matter  acted  upon  today. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  there  was  no  press- 
ing emergencv,  except  that  the  people  are  coming 
in  for  the  books  every  day. 

Alderman  Prescott'  thought  the  rule  requiring 


or<k'rs  to  lie  over  was  a  good  one;  he  dill  not  ex- 
actly understand  the  order  and  hoped  it  would  lie 
over. 

Aldermau  Power  said  it  was  not  to  spend  money 
but  to  save  it.  The  committee  had  considered  it, 
and  if  the  order  ib  parsed  they  would  no  longer 
remain  in  the  dilemhia  they  are  now  iu. 

Alderman  Prescott  did  not  object  to  this  order, 
but  he  preferred  to  have  ortiers  lie  over  ujilesB 
there  was  a  special  necessity  for  them  to  be  acted 
on  at  once. 

Aldermau  Power  withdrew  the  motion  for  a 
second  reading  and  the  order  went  over. 

By  Alilerniai!  Worthington — 

.  Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re-, 
■  quested  to  consider  the  expediencv  of  laving  out 
Marcella  street  in  a  straight  line  i'r«Naa  Shawmat 
avenue  to  New  Heath  street. 

Passed. 

By  Aklerman  Worthington — 

\Vherea.s,  1  he  building  on  Marcella  street,  known 
as  the  Old  Roxbury  Almshouse,  is  no  longer  re- 
quired for  the  purposes  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  it 
is,  therefore,  hereby  .y, 

Orderetl,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public' • 
Buikhngs  be  directed  to  take  possession  of  said 
buiUliiig  and  properly  cleanse  it,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  PubUc '  Builaings  be  requested  to 
report  what  disposicion  shall  be  m^de  of  said 
building  and  the  lands  connected  therewith. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  for  aseeond  read,-; 
ing  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  the  dutj-  of  cleansing 
the  building  belonged  to  tlie  Committee  ou 
Health. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  where  persons, 
afflicted  with  smallpox  were  to  be  sent. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  during  the 
summer  they  would  be  taken  to  Gallop's  Island. 
The  cleansiiig  of  the  building  was-  au  oversight. 
He  withdrew  the  request  for  a  second  reading  and 
the  order  went  over. 

.  By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Se-w'ers — 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Wash- 
ington street  (new  part).  Read  twice  and  passed. 
,  Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  at , 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  all  parties  opposed  to  the 
construction  of  a  conimou  sewer  in  Prescott  street, 
Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  North 
Anderson  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Mechanic  street,  Roxbury.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Paris 
street,  between  Decatur  and  Porter  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Water- 
ford  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Al(!erman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faiieuil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Charles  H.  Fernald  et  ul.,  for  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  on  May  18,  for  a  working  men's 
eight-hour  meeting.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 

Market,  etc.— Report  in  favor  of  approval  of  the 

transfer  of  lease    of   cellar    No.  3  under   Faneuil 

Hall,  by  A.  W.  Osbona  to  Henry  Frost.    Accepted. 

appropriation  for  decoration  day. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  to  ap- 
propriate S200  to  each  of  the  Grand  Army  posts 
was  taken  from  the  table.  The  question  wa's  upon 
the  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  if  it  would  apply 
to  all  the  posts. 

The  Chair  iiiled  that  it  could  apply  only  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  pass  unless  it  could  be  made  to  a]iply 
to  all  impartially. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  two  wrongs  made  a 
right. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  as  fair  to 
presume  that  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps  would  use 
the  money  within  the  city  as  the  posts  would  who 
go  to  Mount  Auburn. 

The  amendment  of  AJdernian  Stebbins  was  lost 
— 4  for,  6  against,  by  a  rising  vote — and  the  question 
recurred  upon  concurrence  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  matter  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  half -past 
four  o'clock.  He  had  made  statements  which,  if 
true,  should  cause  members  to  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and  he  desired  membere  to  nave  time 
to  Investigate.  Tbe  time  is  ample,  if  gentlemen 
want  to  get  at  the  fa  -ts. 
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Alderinan  Worthing-ton  was  informed  that  there 
was  no  disagreement  between  the  posts  and  the 
N.  P.  Banks  Corps,  and  that  the  latter  had  alwaj'S 
decorated  certain  graves.  And  if  there  were,  that 
would  he  no  reason  to  try  to  break  up  an  organiz- 
ation. What  right  have  these  posts  to  come  here 
and  say  they  propose  to  decorate  all  the  graves  ? 
The  $200  should  be  given  to  the  corps  the  same  as 
to  the  posts ;  both  are  composed  of  men  who  have 
borne  arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  they 
should  go  on  shoulder  to  shoulder.  To  cut  off 
them  would  create  a  bitter  feeling.  Next  year 
will  be  time  enough  to  consider  what  we  shall  do 
in  the  future.    They  should  be  treated  justly. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  sort  of  talk  was  very 
popular,  and  it  required  some  courage  to  oppose 
extravagance  of  thi«  kind.  A  stop  shouM  be 
made  some\vhere.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Charlestown  say  that  a  single  grave  will  be  neg- 
lected if  this  amendment  is  rejected?  Some  of 
the  best  men  in  the  posts  fear  the  abuse  of  this 
generosity,  and  that  it  will  ultimately  lead  to  cut- 
ting it  off  altogether.  If  the  Alderman  from 
Charlestown  says  a  single  grave  wiU  be  neglected, 
he  would  vote' for  this  amendment;  and  if  by 
next  Monday  he  should  find  that  he  has  been 
wrongly  informed,  he  will  with<lraw  objections. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  Board 
should  not  be  a  party  to  an  exclusive  arrange- 
ment. The  posts  have  no  right  to  say* that  they 
alone  shall  decorate  graves.  If  they  attempt  that 
it  would  be  better  to  have  more  than  one  society. 
If  they  are  to  be  run  for  political  purposes,  where 
will  we  poor  citizens  be  who  have  nothing  but 
our  honest  wishes  for  the  interest  of  the  people  ? 
The  power  of  the  posts  is  immense.  The 
N.  P.  Banks  Corps  should  have  the  money  just  so 
long  as  the  other  societies  do.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  believe  one  single  grave  would 
be  neglected  if  only  j>200  were  given  to  all  the 
posts  in  Charlestown  or  South  Boston?  They 
would  raise  the  necessary  money,  if  they  had  to 
beg  from  door  to  door'.  They  should  show  theii 
appreciation  of  the  patriotism  of  the  men  who 
sacrificed  or  jeopardized  their  lives. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  more  convinced  that  what 
he  had  before  said  was  correct.  This  matter  must 
be  stopped.  It  is  to  please  the  living  rather  than 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  dead, — to  please 
the  strength  which  these  posts  have  got  all 
through  this  country.  What  is  the  state  of 
the  country  today?  Look  at  Arkansas:  who 
is  going  to  strew  flowers  over  the  graves 
of  those  who  have  died  there  in  ciNyil 
strife?  This  thing  serves  to  perpetuate  civil 
strife.  Let  us  rather  perpetuate  the  memories  of 
those  who  died  in  the  Revolution.  A  jealousy  ex- 
ists between  the  posts  and  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps. 
Perhaps  at  the  next  meeting  we  shall  have  a  B.  F. 
Butler  organization  to  deal  with.  He  would  give 
them  SlOO  this  year  and  say  we  do  not  mean  to  do 
it  next  year.  If  you  have  any  money  to  give  away 
give  It'  to  the  'poor  children  and  widows  of 
those  men  and  let  them  strew  flowers  upon  the 
graves.  According  to  the  law  they  have  not 
the  right  to  take  this  money  and  strew  flowers 
outside  of  the  city  limit-,  and  it  is  not  becoming 
in  the  Board  to  break  the  law.  He  was  more  than 
ever  convinced  that  this  appropriation  should  be 
stopped. 

Aklerman  HaU  said  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion was  merely  t!200,  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  had  moved  to  specially  assign  it  for  next 
week.  When  a  few  minutes  "before  he  asked  to 
have  a  matter  of  §6000  lie  over  until  he  could  view 
Kilby  street,  the  Aldern^an  from  Ward  12  denied 
it  and  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Is  that  the  consistency  to  be  expect- 


ed from  a  member  of  this  Board?  Is  that  the 
generosity  to  be  expected  ?  There  is  no  discord 
between  the  posts  and  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps. 
This  expediture  calls  for  only  $200  for  each  of 
eleven  posts.  Shall  we  set  an  example  of  stingi- 
ness to  our  successors  in  jDerpetuating  the  memoi-y 
of  those  who  died  for  us.  He  hoped  the  assign- 
ment would  not  take  place,  but  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted  at  once. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  talking  about  the 
amendment,  not  the  |200  for  each  post.  It  was 
the  principle  at  stake,  more  than  the  expenditure. 

Alderman  Brooks  asked  if  the  corps  had  not 
been  on  an  equality  with  the  posts  of  Charles- 
town ? 

Alderman  Harris  said  he  stated  two  hours  ago 
that  they  had  been,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that 
he  asked  that  no  departure  should  be  made  from 
the  custom  this  year. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  regimental  organ- 
izations had  the  same  claim  as  the  corps  had.  A 
postponement  would  not  thwart  the  appropria- 
tion and  ample  time  would  be  taken  to  see  if  the 
facts  he  had  stated  were  true. 

Alderman  Hall  stated,  on  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Priest,  that  only  four  members  of  the  N.  P.  Banks 
Corps  are  members  of  other  posts.  He  asked  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  who  was  his  authority. 

Alderman  Power  declined  to  give  the  authority 
for  his  statement. 

Alderman  Worthington  inquired  what  differ- 
ence it  makes  whether  one  post  or  a  dozen  deco- 
rate the    graves,  so  that  it  is  done  by  the  soldiers. 

Alderman  Power  contended  that  the  work  had 
been  specially  assigned  to  the  different  posts.  The 
corps  is  an  independent  organization ;  its  members 
belong  to  posts  to  whom  money  has  already  been 
given.  Gentlemen  can  ^'itain  all  the  information 
in  a  week. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  whole  amount  voted 
in  Charlestown,  last  year,  was  $300;  Boston  has 
now  given  §400,  and  they  want  §200  more,  as  the 
case  now  stands  they  are  $100  better  off  than  they 
were  last  year.  If  there  is  such  good  feeling  be- 
tween the  posts  and  the  corps,  let  them  divide  the 
money. 

Alderman  Han-is  quoted  from  the  remarks  of  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  Charles- 
town to  show  that  the  organization  and  work  of 
the  corps  and  the  pasts  were  essentially  the  same. 
In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Cutter  he  said 
Charlestown  gave  each  organization  one  hundred 
dollars,  a  large  sum  for  Charlestown,  while  two 
hundred  dollars  is  a  small  sum  for  Boston. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Po\ver,  to  specially 
assign,  was  lost— 4  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost — i 
for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  allowed  to  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps  one 
hundred  dollars ;  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  amendment  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  8,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters,  Power— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Ha  11,' Harris,  Prescott,  Worthington— 8. 

The  amendment  of  the  Common  Council  was 
then  adopted,  in  concurrence — yeas  7,  nays  4,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter, Peters,  Power,  Prescott 
—4. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Al- 
derman Hall,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was 
lost. 

An  motion  of  Alderman  Prescoti.  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    14,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meetino;  of  the  Comnioii 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  (). 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  ckair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEX. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  April.  Placed 
on  file. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Lemuel  Shaw  a 
member  of  the  commission  to  revise  the  City 
Charter,vice  Charles  H.  Allen,  resigned.  Placed  on 
file. 

Petitions  of  Mary  A.  Cook,  O.  F.  Deshon,  John 
M.  Brooks,  and  Company  1),  Fourth  Battalion  In- 
fantry, and  request  of  Water  Board  for  additional 
appropriation  tor  water  pipes  in  Wards  13, 14, 15 
and  16.    Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  build  to  be 
issued  to  Leonard  Pickering,  on  Central  square, 
and  to  Messinger  &  Co.,  on  Portland  street.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  passed,  in  concuirence. 

Order  for  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  print  5500 
copies  of  his  Annual  Report  for  distribution. 
Read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Street  Commis^ioners  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  laying  out  Marcella  street  in  a 
straight  line  from  Shawmut  auenue  to  New  Heath 
street.    Read  twice  and  ]>assed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Board  of  Assessors  to  sell  certain  old 
record  books  containing  the  names  of  owners 
and  assessed  values  of  estates  in  this  city. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13—1  do  not  feel  pre- 
pared, without  further  information,  to  vote  for 
the  sale  of  any  portion  of  the  written  records  of 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  converting 
chem  into  old  paper  stock,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  that  information,  I  move  that  the  order 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1— These  are  simply  dupli- 
cates of  the  regular  records,  and  are  not  wanted 
by  the  city.  Mr.  Hills  says  they  are  of  no  more 
use  to  the" city  than  would  be  an  extra  copy  of  last 
year's  almanac. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Order  to  pay  the  Central  Wharf  Corporation 
$35,000  for  a  sewer  through  said  wharf,  on  account 
of  Atlantic-avenue  Improvement.  Ordered  to 
second  reading. 

Orders  for  contracts  to  be  made  with  James 
O' Young,  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
offal  from  East  Boston  for  one  year,  from  Maj;  1, 
1874,  at  $3000  per  annum,  and  with  Artema.s  Win- 
chester, for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
offal  from  West  Roxbury  for  three  years,  itom 
May  1,  1874,  at  $1500  per  annum.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  fixing  salaries  of  draw  tenders,  as  follows: 
North  Harvard-street  Bridge,  $200  per  annum ; 
Cambridge-street  Bridge,  $250  per  aniium  ;  West- 
ern-avenue Bridge,  $250  per  annum ;  provided  the 
same  amounts  are  paid  by  the  city  of  Caaubridgc. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Dover-street  Bridge  $300  per  annum  additional, 
for  assistance  in  operating  the  draw  of  said 
bridge. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  inquire  of  the 
committee  the  reasons  for  this  increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  Bacey  of  Ward  20—1  suppose  the  main  rea- 
son was  that  this  draw  tender  thought  he  did  not 
have  pay  enough.  He  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  stated  the  reasons  why  he  would  like 
to  have  an  increase,  one  of  which  was  that  he  had 
to  employ  assistants,  which  took  about  one-half  or 
two-thirds  of  what  the  city  appropriated  for  his 
use.  The  committee  thought  that  so  long  as  there 
had  been  a,  precedent  i-et  by  increasing  other 
salaries  of  city  officials,  this  one  .should  be  raise<l 
in  the  sanie  proportion,  and  that  it  would  be  doing 
no  more  than  iustice  to  allow  him  three  hundred 
dollars  extra  for  the  employment  of  assistance. 
After  paying  for  his  assistant  draw  tenders,  he 
has  only'  about  eight  hundred  dollars  left,  and 
that  the'  geiUleman  from  Ward  7  knows  will  not 
support  a  man  with  a  family,  unless  he  belongs  to 
the  City  (iovernment  and  gets  a  good  many  free 


dinners,  which  every  person  has  not  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— While  I  am  in  favor  of 
paying  high  salaries  to  those  who  deserve  them, 
I  still  feel  that  this  officer  has  all  he  meiits.  He 
has  $1400  ;;  year,  with  a  house  for  his  famUy,  the 
rent  of  which  would  imount  to  $500,  and  he  also 
does  considerable  work  outside  in  piloting  ves- 
sels. He  has  as  good  sal  iry  as  anj'  other  draw 
tender,  and  I  think  it  is  amply  sufficient  and  one 
which  a  great  many  people  wo'uld  be  jilad  to  get 
at  this  time.  Perhaps  some  one  el'^e  would  do  the 
work  for  that  money  with  a  great  deal  n.ore  satis- 
faction to  the  citizens  of  South  Boston,  to  say  the 
least. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — The  "pevmaiient  mem- 
ber" of  the  Council  has  state  I  the  amount  of  the 
salary  correctly,  but  the  travel  over  that  bridge 
has  doubled,  I  think,  during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years.  »Since  the  bridge  was  repaired  a  year  or 
two  ago,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  add  fifty 
or  seventy-five  tons  of  ballast  to  the"  end  opposite 
to  that  which  pioje -ts  over  the  channel,  an  I  to 
work  the  draw  it  is  necessary  to  have  three  men. 
After  listening  to  his  explanfitioii,  the  CouimiCtec 
on  Salaries  thought  that  $1400  was  not  sufficient 
and  unanimou-ly  voted  to  increase  it  $300. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  realing — 29 
for  and  27  against— and  was  laid  over. 

REPORTS  OF  CITV   OFFICERS. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.    The  Auditor's  exhibit  for 
April  was  submitted,  and  ordered  ."rent  up. 
Appropriations 
Revenues,  etc.     Expended.     Unexpended. 

General $13,842,3.W  88        $580,70»  2li        S13,2Kl,ti41  (« 

Special 4,16.5,58179  17,839  44  4,147,742  33 


f  18,007,9:12  67        S.^HS-MS  70        g;17,40!l,383  i)7 
City  Treasin-p.r.    Tlie  City  Treasurer  submitted 
a  report  of  his  accounts  as  they   stand    upon  his 
books,  giving  the  state  of  the  different  funds.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  I'reasurer's  Department. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  H>— Petition  of  John 
Proctor  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  bath  house 
at  Commeici«tl  Point,  Ward  16.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Bathing. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Petitions  of  Gilman 
&,  Cheney,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Medford  street;  Silas  Pierce  &  Co.,  for  leave  to 
erect  wooden  building  east  of  Mercantile  street : 
J.  H.  George,  to  erect  wooden  building  on  Second 
street;  Charles  Currier,  for  leave  to  erect  woodcii 
Viuildiug  on  Washington  .street,  Ward  19 ;  Metio- 
politan  Railroad  Company,  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  passage  in  rear  of  Marlborough  street 
and  one  on  Parker  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Building'-. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Jo-eph 
Stewart,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his 
child  by  the  falling  of  an  icicle  from  the  roof  of 
the  primary  schoolhouse  in  Concoril  street.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

WATER  FOR  THE  OUTLYING   DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  were  referred  the  request  of  the 
AVater  Board  for  an  additional  appropriation  for 
water  pipes  in  Wards  13, 14. 15  and  16,  and  the  oi- 
ders  relative  to  a  supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  ai<d 
19,  submitted  a  report  recommeiidiug  the  paj^sage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  ^ixty  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
added  to  the  r.ppropriati'ons  heretofore  made  for 
the  extension  of  water  works  in  Wards  13,  14,  15 
and  16,  and  also  to  cover  the  expense  of  making 
surveys  for  the  extension  of  the  water  works  in 
Wards  17  and  19. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  CHARLES  RIVER   WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  an  order  on  the  sub- 
ject of  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  for  the  city 
from  Charles  River,  as  the  "wants  of  the  city  may 
from  time  to  time  demand,  submitted  a  fepoit 
covering  a  communication  from- the  City  Engineer 
furnishn>g  the  desired  information. 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  | 
Boston,  May  14, 1874.     i 

AUlcrnian  S.  B.  Strhbinn,  Cliairmdn  Joint  Stdnd- 
iiKl  Commiltrr  on  Wtttcr :  Sir— In  answer  to  the 
order  of  the  City  Council  recpiiring  the  City  Engi- 
neer "  to  make  an  examination  of  the  facilities  for 
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obtaining  from  Charles  Hiver  a  supply  of  water  . 
for  the  city  of  Boston  amounting  to 

Ten  inUlion  gallons  per  day,  for  ten  years,  until 
1884 — taken  from  the  river  at  Newton  Upper  Falls ;  j 

And  twenty  million  gallons  for  ten  years,  from 
1884  to  1894;  and  thirty  million  gallons  for  ten 
years,  from  1894  to  1904— taken  from  the  river  at 
South  Natick;  .  :     ,       )        i 

And  forty  million  gallons  for  ten  yeiftrs,  froiB  v 
1904  to  1914 ;  and  fifty  million  gallons  for  ten  years* 
from  1914  to  1924— taken  from  the  river  at  some  • 
higher  poiixt ; 

And  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  such  as  will  -■ 
enable  the  City  Council  to  compare  it  with  the 
plan  for  a  supply  from  the  Sudbury  River,"  re-  ; 
lerred  to  me  oy  yoiu-  committee,  I  desire  to  re- 
spectfully report — 

Understanding   that   the   object   of   the  order 
was  to  obtain  merely  preliminary  and   roughly 
approximate  estimates,  as  a  means  of  judging  . 
whether  further  investigation  in  this    direction', 
should   be    made,    rather    than   to    require   an 
exhaustive  examination  of  the  Charles  as  a  source 
of   supply;  and  further   understanding   that  an 
early  reply  w-as  expected,  I  have  had  made  approx- 
imate estimates  of   the  cost  of   works   from  such 
data  as  were  at  hand  and  such  as  were  given  by  a  ■ 
few  levels  an'     could    be  collected   in  a  hasty  Ve-> 
connoissance  of  the  grounds. 

I  desire  it  to  be  untlerstood  that   tlie  estimates  • 
are    only    roughly   approximated'   and    that   the 
schemes"  of    -'orks    estimated   upon    have   been 
hastily  de\nsed. 

The'  first  estimate,  or  that  for  Newton  Upper 
Falls,  is  for  a  conduit  on  the  line  and  of  the  size 
of  that  proposed  for  Sudbury  River,  carried  to 
the  village  of  Upper  Falls,  with  "a  force  main  lead- 
in  to  a  jwint  on  the  river  just  alwve  the  village. 
It  also  includes  the  cost  of  a  large  storage  basin 
formed  by  a  dam  at  South  Natick,  which  from  • 
levels  recently  taken  it  is  thought  it  is  practicable 
to  build.  -      ■    •      . 

Storage  basin ,  Including  land i ;..'.... Se25,000 

Conduit,  inlet  chambers  at  reseiv61i*i,-  e*e 1,100,060 

Foree  mains,  receivinji  well,  engines,  engine  '"j  ■"  ' 
foundation  and  buildings  (of  a  temporary  '!  '  •'  / 
.character) 230,000 

.  |1,955,(»00 

Superintendence  and  eonUngencies. 195,500 

.        :         ■    .u;.  L/./r  J..'.'-OinU<l /-    82,150,500 
Lift  of  engines,  50  feet. 

In  transferring  the  wofks  to  SoiirK'  Natick  it 
will  be  necessary  to  put  up  a  new^  engine  at  that , 
place  before  the  old  ones  at  Newton  Upper  Falls 
can  be  ad'pted  to  the  new  lift  and  moved,  hence 
the  works  will  from  the  first  be  of  capacity  to  de- 
liver  fully  thiitv  millions  of  gallons. 

The  estimate  is  for  extending  the  conduit  from' 
Upper  Fails  to  South  Natick,    crossing    Charles 
River  on  a  high  level  bridge ;  two  force  mains,  each 
1000  feet  long,  a  new  engine,  with  buildings,  founds 
ations,  receiving  well,  etc.,  of  a  permanent  char^j 
acter. 

Conduit  extensioni  Including  land  damages $1,900,000 

Engine,  engine  foundations,  buildings,  receiv- 
ing well  and  force  mains,  altering  and  mov- 
ing old  engines,  etc. . ; 360,000 

$2,260,000 
Superintendence  and  contingeneies 226,000 

Cost  of  transfer S2,486,000 

The  order  requires  an  estimate  to  be  made  for  a 
scheme  of  works  to  be  built  after  the  year  1900,  by 
which  the  water  shall  be  brought  to  the  city  by 
gravitation. 

Levels  have  been  taken  some  seventeen  or 
eighteen  miles  above  South  Natick,  -measured  by 
the  river,  and  the  water  at  that  distanee  had  not 
sufficient  elevation  to  be  brought  to  the  city 
mthout  pumpuig.  It  is  evident  that  the  cost  of  a 
conduit  for  such  a  distance  would  be  large,  and 
that  the  watershed  above  the  point  where  suffi- 
cient elevation  can  be  found  would  be  Sio  small  that 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to ,  buj^d  gravitation 
works  for  this  source  and  as  the  surveys  required, 
for  the  basis  of  an  estimate  for  sUch  works  would 
take  considerable  time.  I  haye  not  attempted  to 
make  one.  ,  ;     ,  -^ 

Unquestionably  the  conduif  woui«i,o']^eT«i^  i^t 
carried  beyond- South  Natick.  '  .       . 

For  a  supply  of  :  forty  million  gallona  and  up- 
wards,  a  new  engane,with  foundation*,  force' 
Plains,  etc.,  would  be  required,  the.e^timatea  cos* 
of  which  is  about  ^100,000.  ... 

The  yearly  cost  ,of  pximping   at  SeVtoo  Upper 


Falls  would  be  about  $2400  for  each  million  of  gal- 
lons per  day,  and  at  Soruth  Natick  about  $1000. 

The  drainage  area  of   the    Chailes  above  South 
Niitick  is  150  square  miles,  and  the  elevation  of  the 
water  surface  above  the  present  mill  dam  at  that 
place   is   a  little   over   100  feet  above  mean  high  ; 
tide.  Jos.  P.  Davis, 

City  Engineer.      , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  report 
■was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  sent  up.  :  [ 

A  CITY  ARCHITECT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  the  Coun-' ' 
oil  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  a  quarter-- 
past  eight  o'clock,  being  the  order  authorizing  the  I 
employment  of  draughtsmen  for  service  in  the  ' 
department  of  Public  Buildings,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $3500  per  year. 

The  question  wa:S  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading, 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— When  that  order  came  , 
to  the  Council  I  had  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind , 
that  it  was  framed  with  the  view  of  saving  the , 
city  the  expense  of  employing  an  architect  and ; 
draughtsmen,  which  has  been  done  at  an  expense  ', 
of  about  $18,000  a  year.  But  I  saw  at  a  glance  ,- 
that  the  saving  anticipated  would  not  be  made, 
without  the  employment  of  an  architect  to  super- 1 
intend  the  draughtsmen.  I  have  therefore  prepared , 
an  amendment,  which  I  offer  as  a  substitute  to  > 
the  original  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  employ  a  permanent  archi-  ; 
tect  anil  draughtsmen  for  service  in  said  depart-  ; 
ment,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol-  ,' 
lars  per  year,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the , 
appropriation  for  Public  Building;  and  that  the  . 
architect  act  also  as  Assistant-Superintendent  of 
Public  Building-.  , 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward   16— When  the  Committee  • 
on  Public   Buildings  commenced   their  inyestiga-  ' 
tion  of  this  subject  their   desire  was  to   prepare  a 
plan  which  would  be  the  most  economical  for  the ., 
city.    They  were  impressed  with  the  fact  that  we, 
were  unnecessarily  spending  a  great  deal  of  money  , 
for  this   purpose ;  we  think  the   report  made  will.; 
cover  the  ground,  ahd  that  we  cannot  get  along 
cheaper  any  other  way.    We  are  also  aware  that  it 
is  possible  to  obtain  better  service  and  do  better 
under  this  substitute  order,  if  the  Council  see  fit 
to  give  us  more  money,  and  as  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, I  do  not  feel  like  opposing  it. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  do  hot  know  that  I  can 
add  anything  to  what  has  been  said,  but  I  trust 
this  amendment  may  prevail.  I  suppose  the 
statements  made  when  the  subject  was  up  at  the 
last  meeting  are  well  understood.  AVe  have  been  ; 
spending  for  the  ser\  rces  of  architects,  during 
the  last  four  or  five  ypar.s,  an  average  of  $18,000  a 
year.  This  year  the  expei.se  has  only  been  $12,» 
000,  and  that  without  reckoning  any  architects' 
services  in  connection  with  Latin  and  High  School, 
which  will  amount  to  three  or  four  thousand  more. 
It  has  occurred  to  the  committee  that  here 
is  a  service  on  which  soin<  thhig  may  be 
saved  to  the  city  and  the  plan  as  present- 
ed in  the  report  seemed  to  meet  the  case. 
They  reported  against  the  employment  of  a  per-  ■ 
maiient  architect  because  they  thought  one  could 
flot  be  secured  without  great  expense.  But  upon 
further  investigation  we  incline  to  the  opinion 
that  an  architect  can  be  had,  with  a  draughtsman 
or  two,  and  yet  come  within  the  amount  named  in, 
the  gentleman's  order.  Although  it  may  seem 
like  a  committee  going  against  their  OMn  report,  I 
atn  satisfied  that  this  order  should  be  pa.ssed  in 
preference  to  the  one  recommended  in  the  origi- 
nal report. 

The  subt«titnte  was  adopted,  and  the  order,  as 
amended,  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  AVard  8  moved  to  take  from 
the  table  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  Julv,  the  expense  of  the  celebration  not  to  ex- 
ceed $'25,000.  ,  ,  ,  ,.,,  "^ 

The  motion  was  lost.  ' '  '^ ' "  '""'^-  ="^^ 

■  .1  '■•■■  ■    ::ir^B 

SALARIES  OF  REOISTEARS  OF  VOTERS.      i, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  the  orders 
fixing  the  salary  of  each  of  the  Registrars' 
of  Voters  at  $2500  per  annum,  and  of  the  Assist- 
ant-Registrars at  $4  per  (lay  of  a«tn.al  service,  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  days,  were  taken  from  the 
table  J  read  a  second- time' and 'pa^aed.  in  cooour- 
renoe:^;..'<'>JiMl  Liil;    LjK   i-.UijI   c<.o'i  9ii3    'lO  filtlOHli 
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COMMON.     COUXCZIIL, 


-I      CITY  BOILI>ING  IN  PBMBERTON  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Bnrdltt  of  Ward  IG,  for  the  Couniiittee  on 
Pliblk-  Biiildiiif^s,  sul)rtiitte<l  the  following :  ' 

Or(l«»re  I,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build^'^ 
ines  be  authorized  to  malte  the  necessary  altera-'' 
tiom^  in  tlie  building  numlXTcd  30  Pemberton 
.'imiare,  to  adapt  the  .^anie  for  the  use  of  city 
om«-es,  ata/n  estimated  co.st  of  .«4()00;  the  expense 
to  be  chargetl  to  the  ■  appropriation  for  Public 
Building.*.  •  _,    ii-n^j.Jo  -hv/- 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  1G — As'  tti  pre.ssure  upon 
the  different  -  departments  for  more  room  iij  very 
great,  that  we  may  proceed  with  this  work  as  soon  , 
as  i)os.'-ible  I  move  a  .-suspension  of  the  rule  requlr- 
iuff  the  order  to  lie  over.  , 

The  rule  was  suspended — 43  for,  0  against— anc^ii 
the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed.      ".   , 

iii,        •       .      PUNISHMENT  OS  TRUANTS, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5 — I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Covmcil  to  the  fact  that  upon  the  .second 
day  of  May,  "1873,  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
wealth passed  an  act  concerning  truant  children 
and  absentees  from  school,  which  commences  in  ' 
this  way :  "Section  1.  Each  city  and  town  shall 
make  provision,"  etc.  It  is- a  mandatory,  act  and  ' 
as  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  it  by' the  City 
Council  I  have  an  ordinance  which  I  ask  leave  to 
introduce,  and  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances:'    lUii 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. —  • 

Section  1.  Any  person  "fldsCrlbed  in  the  first 
section  of  the  "Act  concerning  truant  children 
and  absentees  from  school,"  passed  May  second, 
m  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hiindred' and  sev- 
eniji'-three,  upon  conviction  of  any  offence  de- 
scribed in  said  act,  shall  be  punished  by  confine^ 
ment  in  the  House  for  the  Employment  and  Ref- 
ormation of  Juvenile  Offenders  not  exceeding  two 
years. 

•  Sect.  2.  The  House  for  the  Employment  and 
Reformation  of  Juvenile  Offenders,  now  estab- 
lished at  Deer  Island,  is  hereby  assigned  and  pro- 
vided as  the  place  of  confinement,  instruction  and 
discipline  required  to  be  provided  by  the  first  and 
sixth  sections  of  said  act. 

Referred  to  Conimittee  oh  Ordinances. 

.,  WATERSHED  OF  MYSTIC  LAKE. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  instructed,  if  he 
shall  find  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
the  power  does  not  already  exist,  to  apply  to  the 
Legislature  for  authority  for  the  city  to  build  such 
reservoirs  and  take  such  other  means  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  to  the  Mystic  Waterworks  the 
total  available  rainfall  of  the  Mystic  watershed. 

Mr.  Dean — The  reason  I  offer  this  order  at  this 
time  is  that  I  heard  some  question  raised  the  other 
day,  when  we  were  viewing  the  Mystic  Valley  and 
the  valley  of  the  Shawsheen,  as"  to  whether  the 
city  had  the  requisite  authority  under  any  law,  as 
it  now  existed,  to  build  reservoirs  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  rainfall  within  the  Mystic  water- 
shed. Of  course  there  is  no  objection  to  the  city 
having  the  requisite  authority,  as  it  is  quite  plain 
that  some  day — whatever  becomes  of  the  great 
question  now  under  fiiscussion-^it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  avail  ourselves  of  that  watershed,  and 
jirobably  it  will  be  advisable,  with  reference  to 
the  character  of  the  water  that  is  to  be  used  from 
the  Mystic  basin,  .that  more  of  that  rain- 
fall should  be  secure<l.  It  also  appeavs  by 
the  reports  of  the  City  Engineer  tliat  the 
Mystic  Water  Works  may  be  made  available  im-^ 
mediately  for  securing  a  temporary  supply  for  the 
city;  there  is  no  question  as  to  those  works  being 
made  available  to  that  extent.  This  order  mere- 
ly contemplates  obtaining  for  the  city  the  requis- 
ite authority,  should  it  become  necessary  to  use 
that  authority ;  and  it  is  in  the  form  of  applying 
to  the  Legislature;  provided  the  City  Solicitor 
shall  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  city  does  not  al- 
ready have  tha.t  authority,  because' if  we  wait  a 
few  weeks^  perhaps  it  m^y  be  too  late  to  make 
ajiplication  to  the  LegiSjlature,  or  secure  success- 
ful legislation.  '  ' 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  ■^'-' 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21  offered  the  following: 
V  Gfdereti,  That  thrfee  inembers'  Of  the  Common 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Aldenncn  may  join,  be 
»  special  coiUmittee  to  make  arrangements  for  li  ■ 
suitable  ob^servance  ,of  the  irth  day  of  June  next 
in  the  BUnker-HiU  District,  a  ad  that  said  commit- 
tee be  authorized- to  expend  for  that  puniosfi  the" 
income  of  the  Foss  fund  and  the  Babcock  fund, 


amounting  to  about  three  hundred  dollars,  and  In 
addition  thereto  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  . 
dollars;  to  l)e  charged  to  the  appropriatiou  for  li- 
cideutals'.  ^  r 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Pray— Probably  every  member  of  the  Com- 
mor  Council  is  well  aware 'that  it  has  been  the 
custom  of  the  city  of  Charlestown  to  celebrate 
the  auniversairy  of  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  It 
is;  the  de.sire  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Charlestown  District  that  the  city  of  Boston 
should,  this  year,  celebrate  the  coniing  anniver- 
sar\'  as  has  been  the  custom  of  the  citj- of  Charles- 
town  to  do  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Warii  17— How  much  has  the  city 
of  Charlestown  been  accustomed  to  appropriate? 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21— Different  sums  have  been 
appropriated  in  different  years,  from  oHe  to  five 
thousand  dollars.  Xext  year  beiug  the  centennial 
anniversary,  it  was  deemed  proper  that  the  appro- 
priation called  for  this  year  should  be  light.  I 
will  also  give  some  explanation  of  the  Foss  and 
Babcock  funds,  which  amount .  to  about  §7000. 
The  income  from  the  Foss  fund  is  to  be  devoted 
to  the  celebration  of  the  17th  of  June;  the  income 
from  the  Babcock  fund  is  to  furnish  music  in 
Charlestown  each  year. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  suppose  that  this  order 
may  strike  some  members  of  the  Council  as  rather 
a  singular  one,  it  being  for  a  celebration  for  onlT 
a  part  of  what  is  now  Boston.  But  1  trust  it  will 
prevail.  The  amount  called  for  is  very  small;  the 
income  from  the  funds  specially  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  is  nearly  enough  to  do  uhat  is  desired 
this  year,  and  the  appro)n-iation  of  three  or 
four  hundred  dollars  additional  will  be  am- 
ple for  all  that  is  required.  The  17th  of  June 
IS  the  clay  of  days  in  that  district,  it  is 
especially  regarded  uith  a  great  de.il  of  interest 
by  the  older  residents  of  what  was  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  and  they  trust  that  the  feeling 
which  has  been  expressed  by  those  who  try  to 
represent  theih'  here  will  prevail,  and  that  they 
will  not  be  deprived. this  year  of  the  association* 
which  have  always  been  connected  with  that  day 
there.  Although  the  order  may  ai)pear  one-sided, 
I  ti-ust  it  will  find  favor  with  the  Council. 

The  ortler  was  ordered  to  n,  second  reading  and 
laid  over, i '..j.,.;,,:;' •..  m    ,i  .         ,      ;,,.jf -. 

I'UC-,';'  ADDITIONAL  WATER    SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Waid  13,  the  Coun- 
cil took  Up  the  special  assigmneift  for  lialf-past 
eight  o'clock,  being  the  resolve  ai-  .  order  for  tak- 
ing waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  farni  Pond  for 
the  ptirpose  of  suppiyiiig  the  city.         '  ' 

The  question:  was  oh  giving  thfe  order  'a  sfecond 
reading.  .'.•':•!■  ..  ■  -         .    ■.■         .     ■■■■     :   ■ 

Mr-  Train  —1  rio\V  move  that  thfe  resolve  and  or- 
der be  specially  assigned  for  next  Thiusday  even- 
ing at  halt-past ,eiight  o'clock,  and  in  that  connec- 
tion I  offer  this'  order  rsending  aii  order  to  th«f' 
Chair]. 

The  Chair  iiiled  that  the  order  could  not  be  en- 
tertained .  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedingsj    The  • 
question-was  ou  Mr.  Train's  motion  to  specially 
assign.      ,•■•■■ 

Mr.  AVarren-  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentleman 
wUIgfv-e  some  reason  for  deferrirg  this  matter. 
Itha.sbeeii  liangiM-  Ipug  euoi^gh  to  have  .some,, 
decision. lipdu  it.  Tliework'is  going  ou  upon  the 
tunnel,  and  Boston  is  speiiduig  at  ,the  rate  of  from  ■ 
five  hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars  a  day  in  carry- 
iiSg  on  work  which  they/have  no  right"  to  do.  it 
seems  to  me  that' too  miich  tiljie  has  already  been 
spent  in  fixing  upon  the  hour  for  dificussioii.  It 
has  been  put  oft"  once  or  twice,  and  I  cannot  see- 
any  reason  for  a  further  postpoh'eiaeiit,   '       ' 

Mr.  Peaseof  Ward  1— I  would  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Wird  12.  to  state  where  tdie  city  is 
spending  five  hundried  or  a  thousainl  dolfars  a 
day  without  authority.  I  demand  from  hlni  a 
categorical  answer  t6  that  qiiestioii.  '• 

Mr.  Warren  <Jf  AVArd  12— Contractors  are  put- 
ting the  tuntiel  through  tb  Chestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir; they  are  af<\'ork  there,  and,  as  1  understand 
it,  the  city  has  glvien  them  notiuthoritv  If  au- 
thoi-tty  has"  Iieen  glVen  them  t  do  not  know  w  hv 
we  are  here  talklrtg*  o^er  this  question,  for  I  tin- 
deistand  that.it  is  to.  give  them  that  authoiTty  that 
this  Order  comeiS  tipi  ^  '    '  " 

Mr,  Pea:. e  .of  V.'avd  l-^MTiei!i .  the'  drd'er 'was' 
parsed  appi'dpriati^ji'tive  hirndre'd  tlibUs.'ind  dol- 
lars fortaking  the'water  fioili  Su'dbuiv  Rivei-,  the 
Water  Board  *l?re  histrucied  to  pro"t^ed  forth- 
with to  begin  the  i.ecesSai^-.;^oit:.  After  ttev 
had  done  so  t«ey  foiin'dr  cte'  cohsitftatioii'wlth  th"e 
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Citv  Solicitor,  that  a  special  order  was  necessary 
from  the  City  Council  authorizing  them  to  seize 
the  water  and  make  the  necessary  connection 
with  Sudbury  River.  They  proceeded  legally,  so 
far  as  they  were  instructed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  as  to  saying  that  they  are  illegally  spending 
tihe  city's  money,  it  is  all  nonsense. 

JVTt.  Train— I  have  no  wish  to  delay  action  upon 
this  matter,  but  I  supposed  from  consultation 
during  our  examinations  last  Saturday,  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  diversity  of  opinion  and  a  de- 
sire fcr  more  information  and  light  than  we  hare 
vet  got  upon  this  subject.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
any  one  came  here  tonight  with  the  purpose  of 
voting  directly  upon  this  subject.  I  do  not  thiiik 
we  are  prepared  to  do  so,  ancl  I  believe  a  delay  of 
a  week  is  needed,  so  that  we  may  have  a  digest  of 
what  we  have  seen  and  heard  during  our  examina^ 
tions.  It  is  to  have  the  matter  sifted  down  that  I 
make  this  motion  and  offer  that  order  which  I 
handed  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  NoA'es  of  Ward  5— If  the  order  has  anything 
to  do  with  this  subject,  I  would  move  a  suspension 
of  the  iiile  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  President— That  is  not  necessary.  The  Chair 
will  i-ead  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Train,  It  is  a» 
f  oUo■^^•s : 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  give  a  public  hearing  on  the  question  of 
introducing  a  further  supply  of  water  to  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  judge  from  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  AVard  13,  in  saying  that  we 
should  not  take  a  vote  tonight,  but  should  have 
the  matter  digested  before  taking  a  vote,  that  he 
somehow  or  other  has  the  idea  that  the  matter 
will  be  discusseil  and  immediately  on  the  same 
night,  upon  the  termination  of  the  discussion,  the 
vote  A\-iIl  take  place.  He  also  urges  that  there 
should  be  more  light  before  the  vote  is  taken. 
Now  this  matter  is  of  such  importance  that  it  is 
going  to  be  quite  difficult^  in  a  very  short  time— 
although  we  may  hear  very  elaborate  arguments 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other— to  weigh  the  rea-- 
son»  and  balance  them  fairly.  Is  it  not  '^etter, 
on  the  whole,  that  the  discussion  should  take 
place  from  time  to  time.  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  that  there  ought  to  be  a  full  in- 
vestigation and  knowledge  upon  all  the  schemes 
suggested,  in  order  that  each  may  stand  iipon  its 
merits,  in  order  that  the  Council  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  investigate  this  subject  fully.  I  am 
not  undertaking  to  deal  with  the  order  that  is 
proposed,  nor  do  I  care  to  oppose  it;  but 
after  all,  the  discussion  and  consideration  of 
this  subject  should  be  had  here.  We  have 
an  immense  amount  of  information  prepared  with 
a  great  deal  of  care,  but  it  will  undoubtedly  re- 
quire considerable  time  to  examine  it  carefully 
and  digest  it.  For,  while  it  is  stated  that  by  one 
scheme  the  water  will  cost  so  many  dollars  per 
million  gallons,  it  is  limited  to  one  quantity; 
and  by  another  scheme,  so  many  dollars  per  mil- 
lion gallons,  and  the  quantity  differs  materially  ; 
while  another  scheme  for  a  much  larger  amount 
which  you  will  be  required  to  pay  for  immc' 
diately  and  are  not  going  to  want  for  many  years, 
yet  the  amount  per  annum  for  the  part  that  yon 
will  wish  is  veiy  large  indeed.  All  these  consid- 
erations are  going  to  require  a  great  deal  of  care- 
ful investigation.  Very  many  of  them,  and  all  of 
those  T  have  mentioned,  are"  much  moi-e  readily 
examined  by  carefully  looking  over  tlie  reports 
and  comparing  the  various  data;  but  however 
that  may  be,  there  are  other  considera^ 
tions  which  would  be  urged  by  different 
members  of  the  Council  according  as  each 
scheme  strikes  their  different  minds.  For  one, 
I  certainly  should  be  glad  to  have  the  dis- 
cussion go  on  with  deliberation  from  night  to 
night  as  long  as  the  Council  desires,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  when  the  subject  -has  been  fully 
gone  over  the  Council  cannot  but  come  to  a  just 
conclusion,  whatever  that  is,  and  to  which  ail  of 
us  must  submit.  It  cannot  but  be  supposed  that 
after  having  had  sufficient  investigation  the  minds 
of  all  will  gravitate  into  the  rigtit  direction.  I 
should  very  much  like  to  hear  the  views  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  upon  the  different  projects 
from  time  to  time,  to  consider  them.  For  instance, 
my  colleague  from  Ward  12  has  a  project  that  is 
very  materially  different  from  that  of  the  majority 
of  the  coihmi'ttee,  and  I  should  lik«  very  much 
indeed  to  hear  him  state  whatever  reasons'he  has 
to  offer  in  favor  of  that,  tOliight,  that  they  may  be 
fully  before  us.  We  have  a  variety,  of  projects, 
and  the  one  approved  by  the  minority  has  not 
been  stated  so  that  the  Council  or  the' 'community 


generally  can  understand  it.  I  am  sure  that  from 
the  very  large  experience  of  my  colleague  in  this 
particular  class  of  work,  the  experience  of  a  life- 
time in  dealing  with  the  various  matters  relating, 
to  water  and  watersheds  andmills  and  supplying 
mills  with  water ;  I  say  we  have  one  among  us 
who  has  given  this  subject  an  intelligent  sui"vey, 
and  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  listen  to  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  case  from  him.  I  should  not  be  (bs- 
posed  to  object  to  the  public  hearing,  if  any  one: 
wants  it,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  be.st  to 
stop  aU  discussion  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Denny  of  AVard  9 — 1  do  not  know  exactly 
my  own  mind  on  this  question ;  but  I  only  speak 
for  myself.  The  testimony  upon  these  various 
projects  is  so  very  full,  the  statistics  so  many,  that 
it  all  lies  in  my  mind  so  crudely  that  I  shoilld  not 
be  able  to  enter  into  an  intelligent  discussion  of 
the  subject.  Others  may  not  feel  as  I  do,  and  if 
they  wish  to  enter  upon  a  discussion,  I  do 
not  desirt^  to  debar  them.  But,  if  many 
feel  as  I  do,  that  they  have  not  had  tin>e  to  study, 
the  various  renorts  so  that  they  can  feel  settled  in 
mind  with  reference  to  any  particular  project, 
and  would  not  feel  able  to  come  up  and  maintain 
their  position ;  I  think  they  would  like  to  hare 
stiU  further  opportunity  to  discuss  this  subject 
before  entertaining  or  listening  to  any  new  feat-- 
ures  itnt.l  they  are  tolerably  -sure  that  they  have  a 
pretty  clear  idea  of  what  is  best  to  l>e  donei 
That' is  my  conclusion,  but  if  any  gentle- 
man feels  'competent  tonight  to  present  hiS: 
views  of  the  case,  I  should  feel  unable  to 
ri  0  in  opposition  to  him  if  I  disagreed' 
wixh  him.  I  nder  these  ciroiuustances  I  feel  that 
we  should  not  make  much  headways — at  any  rate: 
it  wouli  i  not  be  intelligent  progress.  Furthermore, 
we  have  just  received  a  communication  from  the. 
Committee  on  Water  in  reference  to  a  supply 
from  Charles  River,  and  have  heard  it  read,  but 
we  cannot  tell  what  effect  that  mav  have  upon  our 
own  minds.  For  these  reasons  1  should  rather 
have  this  matter  postponed  another  week  before 
discus.-iion  is  commenced.  When  we  do  take  hold 
of  this  subject,  I  think  we  shall,  at  last,  have  to 
fall  back  upon  the  judgment  of  others  in  whom 
we  have  confidence,  more  than  upon  any  argu- 
ments that  may  be  presented.  ! 

Mr.  Peaboity'of  Ward  9— It  must  be  recollected 
that  if  any  member  gives  his  views  tonio;ht  they 
will  be  regularly  reported,  and  others  will  have  a 
chance  to  read  them.  It  can  do  no  harm  to  con- 
sider them  in  print.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  pre- 
sent a  few  statistics  which  I  have  conie  across  in 
regard  to  Charles  River,  so  that  my  friends  in  the 
Council  may  read  them. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — It  seems  to  me  that  qtiite 
a  miinber  of  members  have  long  stories  to  tell  iU' 
regard  to  this  mattei;,  and  if  we  could  have  all 
that  information  printed  and  sent  out  to  the  vari- 
ous members  at  the  city's  expense,  .«o  that  they 
could  take  it  in  at  iheir  leisure,  they  would  ap- 
preciate it  much  better  than  to  sit  here  and  listen 
to  what  nobodv  t.ikp.Sjjiny  interest  in.  It  would  all 
be  vei-j'  plain  if  each  one  would  >end  all  his  esti- 
mates "to  other  members,  and  that  would  be  the 
easiest  way  the  information  could  be  obtained, 
and  we  could  then  eo  on  uiiderstandingly. 

Mr,  Crocker  of  \Vard  6— We  have  bee"n  a  long 
time  getting  ready  to  begin  a  discussion  on  this 
subject,  ancl  we  iiiight  as  well  begin  now  as  next 
week.  We  have  put  it  off  as  if  it  were  some 
terrible  thing.  I  think  -we  had  better  get 
started,  and  see  how  it  works.  It  is  well 
understood  that  good  many  gentlemen  have 
a  great  deal  to  say  to  "  us,  so  we  had 
better  let  the  floods  "of  eloquence  burst  forth. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  in  a  better  frame 
of  mind  for  hearing  the  statements  of  gentlemen 
than  I  would  be  after  I  get  committed  to  one  plan. 
Then  it  would  not  be  so  easy  to  cwnvince  me.  I 
am  in  a  receptive  frame  of  iaind  at  present,  and  I 
should  like  to  begin  to  hear  add  get  through  with 
it  before  the  hot  weather.  •    .    , 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  agree  with,  toy  friend 
from  Ward  12.  It  is  perfectly  right  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  ottered  the  minority  report — a  very 
brief  one  compared  with  the  voluminous  report  o'f 
the  majority' — if  he  is  ready  to  state  his  reasons,  I, 
as  one,  should  be  very  glatl  to  hear  them,  and,  as 
the  gentleman  from  \V'ard  9  has  said,  whatever  he' 
may  say  will  go  into  the  report,  and  we  can  take 
his  facts  and  statements  and  consider  them.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  give  us  the' 
reasons  for  his  minority  report,  and  then  we  can 
compare  them  with  those  of  the  majority. 

Mi'.  Train  of  WaYd  IS^^I  had  no  desire  to  check 
debate,  and  will  withdraw  the  motion.    I  have  mo.' 
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ctBsiTfe  to  «top    any  Kt'i'tleman  frcnn  making  an  ar-, 
{fluent  that  will  s^ioil  by  koei)ing  it  a  weuTi.         .  i 

The   fjoMKUnn  vva*  oil   (living   tJie  rei-oive  nndi, 
oorder  a  necond  re.idlnij:.  ;  ■  . .  ,  u : , 

Ml",  Wan  fen  of  W«rdil2-^I1  wo  aflUfiit  the  ext; 
ip«ney  f<H'  talrtiip;  posHPSsion  of  Sadbutj'  River 
and  tlowtn^  itltaoK  inatu  Fai-ia  Pond,  aiul  that  it  is 
l^e«e9^<<'»ry  tO'  taJC'C  }>ctfseK«ion  of  the -watcMhed. 
territory,  and  all  the  ponds  and  tributaries  lead-. 
iag'TQthe  river,  is  >  at' then  actnnlly  necessary  to 
build  abonduit  Iroiu  Faria  l^ond  on  a  circimoiis 
route  throuf^h  South  Natick,  a  distance  of  sixteen 
at>d  alwilf  miles,  one  aufVa  half  miles  of  vJtiioh 
nin  thr«»!Eh  rock  tunnel,  and  one  and  thuee-. 
fourths  nMle&  oT«rinarslies  and  rivers>'by  means, 
of  wivhofts  and  conduits  sufxportea  on  arches'? 
D©es  it  not  seein  like  another  Hoosac  Tunnel  un- 
devtakinff?  It  i.«  stated  that  five  millions  of  dollarat 
ia  the  eirtiniated  cost;  bwt  tliey  hvtve.  left  out  a 
lar};e  portio«  of  the  ooat.  it  does;  not  include 
16,800  feet  of  lorty-eighjt-iuch  \>i\yB  for  siphons, 
■Which,  it  is  claimed',  are  necessary  for  the  com-- 
pletion  of  the  work,  Then  the  sum  of  $375,000  is 
pHt  down  for  -the  damage  oa  land  and  mill 
property.  Whether  this  is  meant  for  the 
wholu  or  a  part  of  the  damage  we  do  not 
know.  It  may  be  construed  either  way. 
The  estimated  cost  given  us  by  the  Water  Boai'd 
cannot  be  relied  upon,  With  the  exception  of  that 
for  the  teick  work  anil  a  few  M  the  minor  parts. 
So  far  as  it  concerns  the.  excavation,  tuunol  woik, 
and  laying  the  siphons  and  arches,  it  is  all  guess 
work,  at-dthe  judgment  of  auy  practical  mecnanic 
is  as  likely  to  be  cocrect  as  that  of  the  Water 
Board;  for  the  material  to  be  tlisplaced  cannot  be 
seen  or  estimated  upon  until  the  work  is  Com- 
pleted. Should  this  scheme  be  adopted,  we  may 
consider  ourselves  fortunate  if  the  cost  of  the 
works  when  comjdeted  does  not  figure  up  over 
eight  nriUlone  of  dollars,  without  iiiciliding  one 
dollar  for  damagestonvill  property,  etc.  The  es- 
timated cost  of  Cheytnut-HUl  "Reservoir  wi»s 
.'iOfll,3&4.-  [See  page  212  "History  Boston  Water 
Works}.  The  cost  na8.''been  about  two-and-a-half 
millions.  They  did  >  not  guess  within  one  half. 
The  estimated  oostoi  the  Cochituate  Water  Works 
was  $2,051,643.  Tiieiccmmissioners  said  they  knew 
of  no  reason  why  the  expense  should  exceed  the 
estimate.  (See  statement,  page  6't,  "Historj  Bos- 
ton Water  Works.'']  But  we  find  that  it  cost  about 
fS,000,000  or  more.  There  ace  n*>;signs  of  retrench- 
ment, aud  the  present  sclienie  will  be  a  pattern  of 
the  othei«.  On  page '37,' Document  No>  29,  it  i& 
stated  that  the  conduit  crasses  a  tributary  to  the 
lake,  and  p»epai;ations.  will  be  made  to  liischarge 
water  into  the  lake.  A  conduit  will  probably  be 
wantedrfbr  that),  "wUielir  will  be  another  extra  bill 
of  eccpense.  iJut  if  it  is  necessaxy  to  let  tlie  water 
illti)  the  lake,  -vi-iiy  not  stop  the  coaduit  there  ?  If 
they  let  the  ■water  into,  the  lake,  they  must  make 
a^ioiliei-  from  the  lake  to  the  reservoir  to  let  it> 
out,  otherwl^BL  it  will,  be  of  no  benefit.  There  iS' 
another  bill  oi  5ti2,000,OOOL  In  fact,  Mr.  Frosideut, 
I  can  see  but  one  result— ay  immense,  perpetual 
bill  of  eipeilse.  The  engineer  alteady  contem- 
plates abandoning  the  .siphons*  and  substi- 
tuting level  conduits,  which,  if  done,  wiU 
involve  ajiother  feill  of  over  half  a  million. 
We' have  at  the  preserit  time  a  conduit  numing 
from  the  lake  to; the  reservoir  which  has  au  inter- 
nal area  of  twenty-fbtir  S(iuare  feet.  This  cost 
3817, £17  73.  [See  page  266,*' History  of  Boston  Water 
Works."}'  Another  conduit  ooulU  be  built,  a  little 
larger ,witMn  afetrfeet  (orsafe  ilistanoe),  parallel 
with,  the  present  oia!e,'.and  set  higher,  iipin  the 
lake,  forone  and  aliadf  millions  of  dollare.  Then 
one^half  of  .ii(  unlliop  would  pay  for  laud  and  ether 
contingencies  ami  increasing  the  size  of  the  mains 
and  pmnptii^  works  on  the  flystit,  so  that  all  the 
sorplus  water  could  be  added  to  the  Cochituate. 
Then  the  reseiToirs,  aided  by  the  Mystic.would 
furnish  an  amnle  siipfdy  while  the  enlaigement  of 
the  tnwjel  it  being  jnade.  .Ail  of  which  could  be 
done  in  one  season.  Af ter  ithe.  complutiori  of  tlie 
iew  conduit,. tb9.-\v)artier;coHld  'be,  rVumed  off  friom 
the  other  nmil.  it:  conld'  be  repaired  in  its  weak. 
places,  and  thereafter, it  used  under  a,  light  pre»-, 
sme, would  be  as  p?ood  as  new.,  Ohostiiut  Hill 
Reservoir  alone  wUl  fiustaiit  ns,  twio'  anonfchii.  ,[See 
statement,  page  256,  "History  oi"  Baston  Water 
W'Orks*' ].;if  heeessacy,  a  teniporiry: pipe  can  be 
laW,  lover  the  ■hiil,:aiiadiM'e«c<nild  ;pu'jlip  all.  the 
water  in!  thecondmt  lo'ver-  into  tlio  reservtoir.i 
W:fe' should  tht)nha,ve  a  ci)nrtu.<Ha~ig:capacityaji  lUe 
two  conduttsof  abotit^riffy  J!iqn»re  feett  It  i.%»vir 
dent  th;it  the'sjpbons  at  >  the  ci»s!<iiig!  of  Charles. 
Iftverar«  the- cause  of.  iHipcding'the  velocity  of 
w>a*er.aMid>  increaeing.tlie' pressure  ;up«tti  the  .ew*- 


lUiittua  sei4i>uti  extent.  The  aggregate  Bcea  of , 
the  three  ^/iphous  at  Chftrle»-  Klvpr  i^.'l>t!v»su  .■•(juait.- 
ftet  less  thiiu  the-  e,apaeitj-  of  the  foinluii.  This 
defic'ien<ty,-the  frietioH.  aud  the  v'l>3>H4>ug  irf  tlje 
tlil'ection  of, the  tolumn  of,  watei ,  tehder  .>  ,f teat 
ii^ipetlimen*  to  its  natural  yelocjiy.  .With  rti:4ight 
and  level  pii;esacr(>«s  tlu;  .Tiver,  of  ,an  jigiyugate 
oapacity  etiual  to  tJiat  of  tiw  t^wb  .  couduit»,  ^pd 
tiit:  conduits  liavji^  all  the  fjiXl  rlue  from  ttie  huch 
b^ai<,l  of  the. lake,  we  should  .Receive  all  the  wafVi^, 
we  mjiy  need-  for  J^oity  years.  The  plan.'  of 
the  Hater  JSoard,  to  ^tlopt  a  new  line  witliQUt 
Qoimecting  with  thelake,.is  even  agaiiist tl^eir  own. 
■\yj^luJ»  in  uuMiy  resnecjs,  acc<»rdvug  to  their  ^wiv 
statemente.  [See  page  40,  Docuuient  Xo.  29,]' 
Tfhe  water  w-iU  hai'dly  see  .daylight  from  the  tiiiie. 
it  leaves  the  swamimof  the  s<udl)ury  Rivei'till  jt' 
is  brought  in  for  u>ie.  It  sep ms  to  me  luat  tlie  lal^e 
should  be  kept  n^july  fiiU.  Thci^  are  several  Uui*- 
(JrQd  notes  of  ianjLl.Cpi'Plievty  of  the,  fity)  on'  tlie 
borders  of  the  lake,  covered  wijh  rcgetrvtion.  and 
Uastwed  with  C3ttU))Tli?n  the  laker?  low,/  Btit 
■when  «lie  lake  rises  this  teijitory  is  covofed,  with 
water,  and  all  the  filih  from  the  cattle  and  vegeta- 
ble.matter  is  turned  into  .Boston  aud  called  "piu'e 
water."  If  ithe  lake  is  kejit  up  to^ear  high-waSe; 
mark,  we  shoidd  cet  rid  of  this  nuisance  and  have: 
in  reality  what  we  totoK'  to  be  pure  water. '  I  do 
not  know  that  you  can.  find  thcj^e  ideas  worked 
out  in  any  book,  lorrtliat  there  h»i«  been  any  scien- 
tific treatise  on  the  subject,  but  it'  looks, ,f^af»pn-, 
able  to  me  that,  to  ■  have  ■  jinre  .w-aier.  the 
l^ke  sliould  be  kept  Pt  a  uniforni  height. 
While  at  high  water  in  bpth  the  lake  an<i  Chestnut 
HtU  Reservjjr  there  is  a  faU  of  ten  feet  f ipm  the- 
lake  to  the  reservoir:  and  as  the  water  ordinarily 
stands  in  the  reservoir,  we  should  have  a  fall  ,of 
twelve  feet,  or  boe  foot  to  the  mile— all  that  is 
claimed  on  the  other' route.  Xow,  if  the  lak?  csfti- 
uot  he  kept  full,  if  ail  the  watev  in  Sudburv  Kiver 
is  found  insufficient  to  keep  tlie  lake  full,  then 
the  whole  project  inust  l)e,a  failure,  and  liatt  bet- 
ter he  abandoned  at  db<-'6.  If  i^H  acres  of  watej:- 
basin  territory'  ^i«  not' suitticieut;  to  control  the, 
wateu,  we  had  V/Cttpi"!  give  that  up  j\lf.o.  The  fact 
that  the  lake  has; heretofore  beep  ,used  «s  a,  fitoiv 
age  ba.-in,  is  no- regsoA.  that  it , is  necessary  for 
that  purpose  wliep  the  .Sydbtuy  River  is  added 
to.  it,.  The  new  conduit  slwuld"  be  placed 
high,  up  ill  the  lake,- j  so.  that  we  sliouM 
receive  all  tne  head  -aiid  fall,  auj  a  grad- 
ual descent  from  the  lake  to  the  reservoir. 
I  would  plaee-the  conduit  sp  that  the  .upper  intcn- 
(»r  part  wotild  come,  say,  2V2  feet  below  the  IdtUi 
■ftaterof  the  lake,; and  the  interior  beiglit  of ,  the 
conduit  being  about  6I/2  feet,  the  lake  could  be 
drawn  down,  if  need  be,  nine  feet  below  high  wafer 
before  we  lose  the  use  of  the  upper  conduit.  I 
eonlend  that  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  «:ater 
ami  keep  vegot^tiou  fro.pi  creeping  in,  the  lake 
should  neverbe  dra>vn  down  more  than,  five  fe^i 
fi-op)  high-water  mark.  Wisclaiiue.d  by  t lie.  City 
Eiigjneer  that  this  plan  will  reduce  ■the  stoa'Rge 
.'jupply,'of  the  lake^^or  in  other  words,  tliat  we 
should  lo-e  a  i>art  of  the  Cochituat^  water.  .1 
tliiiik  lie  entertains  an  ervonepu*;  idea.  Snp^ 
pose  «-e  shut  i?>ff :  thCwWater  of  Farm.  .Fond, 'as 
i;t  ,r«  .  today,  arvii..  v**i5  ,  the  water -of  the  ,lake 
onJ^s .and  swppQ.se  ■  the  lake •  iie  . (Xya-^-u..  dcnvu' 
to ,  eight  feet  below  high  water,  w,e.,.^yul  ,,tueii. 
use-  tlie  old.  cpnfiuit  and  .one  foot  -ofe  .viateir  ti^ 
the  iiew  oi.ei  Thyi  would  suppi.v  Boston  tbd^y, 
but  wouldi  not  fill_  up  ,CiiesTiint--Hill  Reservoir;, 
then  when  heavy  raliw,cpipe  aoVi  fill  up  the  lake 
to  its  overilowi,  and  peing  able  to,  draw  nearly 
three  times  the  \ratei;  tliat-;we  .■vh»\v  can,, we  eqivtcl 
fill  up  the  reservoir  in  ji.  y^jrshon,  tijne^;  Bttt  '^ve 
eaja  1  never  .djs  tjiiis  with >tUt^  ohJ ,  cintdvjt  <vitlw>ut 
running  it  upder  «  pregsuve  and.  endaugering  the 
whole  struotw*..  In  thfr^y-sLx  years  from  jthits 
the  popiilytiop  of  Bo.*toji  having  .leac^ed  C^SjiivJO, 
we  shall  need  ■41,000,000  gallviit;,  aciordiui:  io'fi>^ 
Engineer  s,estipiat«.  We.t-an  th^u  lUaw  tlve  i^ike 
down  five  feet, beh»Yhiah,wat*fr,,u)»d,;StiU  get  the 
re<inisite. supply..  \\a  \yill  .tHeu  be  d,vft«vin^  water 
outof  the  liike  al>out  ^s  ffist  as  piflinar};  rains  will 
fillil  up,  ail  d  from  thei)  u^  to.  tJie  tiiiie  Tylitjithe 
full  capacity  would  bcTeiiuUed,  the  two  ooiuljaits 
would  -draw  ffOJi).  tl^e.  ^ike-,  tiuite  .as  fact  jis  it 
>vouId  fee  fiUcd  >vjth  Jjveayy  i'aius. .  If  not  po,,  we 
wili  not  need  the  SjBd.bury  Rivevrwat^r  ,?Lt  all. 
Th«  <{oi  duif  >-ijpuJl5l  jiav,^  aaj  ivrea  od^tivejity-ejght 
^'njujtcfL't'.f  (fonii  ;t/'<4t:  in  .-irealiuge/fhap  t,liepies- 
ew  oiie'',.aud,-to.  ,VerlAiri«,iaed  ley^l  ovw,  ,«  barges 
Rives;.  No  roiptnit  j-  needed, S****  Fa^in  Po.m'.  t(> 
Lake  €j«<'hiiu«j*i'ai(y  more  tlw^iii  oiie^  is.ii«e(.'*jd  in 
the  .;i)!!eU  of-'.  4^udt»uiy  .J^\e,i-.,  ,.  The,  pomdijjt 
wouJd;.)!^  ftlMiJtr.wperhjvlr:,  tji.^  >*;?«« „pr,  ^eajiapity, 
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q£  . tbe  ' r04i«  uropo^fl  Vy,;  tke  Water  Boai^d, 
^je  lattgr  U^vlu^  3,.  capacity  .  ol ,  ?0^00,000  gal- 
lons pejr  (jlay;  ;vpd  of  coui«e  having  the  same, 
f^il  we  fhouUl  have  35,000,600  gallons  per  i.tay. 
This,  with  the  20,000,000  galjojis  we  shoulfl  receive, 
fcom  the  present  qiib  after,  the  iuiproveiiients 
made  ait  CharJee  Jliver, .  would  gfiy<s  us  55,000,000 
fixdlous  imi.  day.  .  if  fjf.t^r  fpity  years  hence- 
39Stoa  «houl,a  ueed  jnoria  wa.tei:,  aaid  the  towns' 
ajopg  .the  li«e  of  the  Sijdbu>y_  4o  not  pre- 
veat  tis  from  takiag-  it,  7-  w'aich  they  will, 
hanre  a  right.,  to  4v  aocortiing  to  the  act  of 
th^  Legisiature,  — then  anothjer  larger  condviit 
coi)ld  be  huiltj^a  .place  ,  ot  the  present  one 
of  sufficient  capacity  for  the  times.  In  this  way 
we  o»n  provuleJi?o8tou  with  iJl  the  watiar  we  shall 
be  likely  to  get  iw  this  direction  at  a  complete  cost 
of  aboot.five  inilliiop  dollars.  If  we  choose  the 
other  route,  inmy  opijiioji  (and  in  the  opinion  of 
many  otliers  conipetent  to  judge)  the  co^t  for  all 
the  works  sufticient  for  the  ,  3udbury  River  and 
X(tU<e  Cochitw?ite  supply, not  including  interest  on 
the  tuouey,  will  amount  to  $^,000,000.  Damages 
on  mill  i»roperty,  land  dan  ages  and  cost  of  litiga- 
tion, g230,0V0.  I  havQ  tucliided  the  building  of  a 
new  conduit.  Of  course  that  is  the  intention,  aa, 
s-^on  as  it  cap  be  done  after  the  other  route  is  es- 
tablished, for  tlie  old  one  has, been  condemned 
over  and  ov<;r.  again  .  [See  Doc.  78,  page  105.]  No 
01)^  supposes  that  t.he.  Cochituate  vyater  is  to  be 
abandoned.  The  peo^^/e  will  wot  submit  to  that. 
In  one  eapc  you  can  have  the  "pure  water"  for  five 
uiilliou  doH^xs.  In  the  other  you  can  have  the 
impure  water  for  ten  and  a  half  millions.  We  have 
Our  choice.  'Ihe  Water  Board  ^vill  tell  yon  that  this 
i'j  puttiug  the  city'.*  money  where ,it  will  do  the  most 

food,  but  the  people  cannot  understand  it, 
t  is  usqleasjto  dony  that  the  SudbviiT' , River  water 
is  strongly  impregnated  with  vegetable  matter, 
^ud  no  nieans  shoiUd  be  spared m  prepaxing  for, 
its  puriti(jatio».  .  NVhen  ■  it  was  let  intv>  the  lake 
everybody  wondered  what  wi(s  .the  matter  with 
the  water.  It  will  requite  a^  leapt  te^  years  to 
cle-TiV  tUevegetaole  lua^tevfrotntihe  new  batin-'i 
so  that  the  water  will  be  freffe  from  tlie  swampy 
tat*te,  unJea-s  it  is  turned  into  the  lake  to  be 
purified..  Tlie  capacity  of  Farm  Pond  is  1»4,768,680 
^llons  [see  page  28,  liot.  2^],  and,  by  using^ 
50,000,000  gallons  i)er  cUiy,  it  would  fill  tlie  pond  or. 
clnu'ge  in  ;).0i)  days.  It  would  only  have  time  to  pasa 
Straight  tliwugh  the  pond  to  the  inlet  of  the  con- 
duit \wth'  butUttleehauc^  fw  settling'  ami  aeration, 
ti  is  nlbo  claimej.  that  a  ■.conduit  on  the  new  line 
would  nb.t  be  .so  likely  .to  wash  away  as  the  old 
©ae.  Novv,;  the  present  conduit  has  ^  been  in  u.s6 
ovfsr  tweirty'fitve  yeaip,  and  although  it  is  acknowl- 
edged tdiat 'it. >va»  not,  half  built,  .or  Unlf  strong 
enougtb,  we  "rave  had  no  trouble,  w  ith  its  breaking 
away  and  not  a  brick  ha.s  everbe'en  replaced.  -  3ut 
how  H'iUjtl)*?  with,a.<;ondiut  running  over  a  vast 
swsmpy  territory  with  miles  of  siphon.s,  and 
ar»iches.  fiUpiiorteil  oji,  quick*aa)d  foundation^  It 
aeeuK  to  me  the  ohauice^  of  aocidont  ijive  tenfold 
greutei;  th»n they  wo<ild  be  on  the  present, line, 
AJb  .the  objections  to  the  .GopMtuate  i,oute  are 
haded  upon  dtttieulties  <vut,of  .sight, itiie  .character 
of  the  earth,  quicksand,  foviBdatioii,  etc.,  whichi 
aire  out  of  tiie  reach  of  the  people  to  investigate. 
Bnti the  long  aind  successful  tiial  the  present  con- 
duit ha.^  had  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  safety  of 
itj<,  fourwiaition  'and  it  wall  cost  double  to 
guaad  ami  look,  after  ,  t(lie  two.  lines  what 
It  t  woul*l :  :;if. .  •  the !  present  .  line  is  wdopted^ 
The  Emgineer  ha.s.;e»pree^ed,  some  fears  in  ca^^e  a 
new  line  of  conduit!  is  .-built,  on  the  Gochitiiate 
route  tbattUe  old  ope  ittight  be  upcleriujii'ed.  No-i 
l>ody  else 'W.cfulA  suppose  sucli  a  thing.  There  is 
wo  occasion  . for  interfeiing  wiuli  the  old  one  in 
the  least*  Land  Ig  of  littla  :vGeountr,;gtndmay  be 
purcha.sed  for  a.  small  •-M.un  -if  .  more  is  fclesired. 
The  Bngjneejjf.sdsQ  says,  tliat theje  is  some  diffi-i 
ciiltj»- abQut  entering'  the-  lake,.ati  tlie  iconOuit 
■wioMldj  need  to.lHJ.put  dowii.so  low.  ,  He  is  wrOjig 
thet«,ibecause  I  insust  tii;it  triie  Jake  should  be 
bept.  Bear  the  high-w.lttT  u^aik^and  home  the 
ComilHJtfiliouid  be  laid,  itmch  higher  up  than  the 
{Mteseiut.  one,  an<3  jK>t  go  ^towu  to  the  depth  ?o  ob- 
WMttoiiable  in  til?  ea?e  of  the .  presept  eonttujtf 
Therein  nothiug  diftieuljd  :  aibout.  ij,  .  Jt  is  a  plain, 
practicable  piece  oi  wwk,,  Theoidy  di.fiifult place 
is  that  mear-.,  the  lake,iai)d  v  lat  wpuM  b.e  wholly 
Olrv,iated  bydayinjt  .the  ,  \'oi\duit,  about  four  feet 
higher  .trt»3n"tlie;pld  ouf,,,  thereby-  ^aviog.  .half 
a  million i  .  dollars'  lin  ttoe:  -vQ'tf .iftpd, .  keeping 
cleai-  af..all.'iiangeii:  .^;c,.J(hB)  iiws&.«en<t.,,,.eou<luit. 
It'  wouWty  jv.^t ,.  iijtei-feive  ..-with..:  t%  )  little 
dam,  ovi^r;  theiijoomijii*,  ;w^?li  ,'tbe;.  ,WAter 
Boai-d.haMp    tsrtiltf  (if«t^  tta^;^/&V«Sbife    ifeiiik.?' 


ft  will  be  remembered  that  when  the  members  of 
the  Council  visited  this  locality  and  foUmi  a  Uirge 
]f*ond  of  water  oyei'  the  conduit,  the  qiiei^cimi  ^\a.s, 
a^kedwhy  a  certain  steiie  obstruction  wiai^  placed 
there^  The  answer  by  the  Sitperintfewdent  was, 
tihat  he,  f-sujlpo^ed  it  was  made  for  the  cows  to- 
(jrink.'*  ]Si!o'\v  if  it  bad  not  been  f or  t)ufe  dali-y 
business,  there  would  have  been  no  krt'flciiil  poncl' 
over  the  Conduit,  and  .we  could  have  walked  over^^ 
fii6  entire  groiuid  and  had  an  opportunity  to  e'x- 
^piine  the  "qi^lcJksand"  U'hicn  we  ha<l  been 
Sjearching  for,  but  were  unabb-  to  find.  Th°  char- 
atiter  of  the  ground  through  ^Vhich  the  conduit 
rkhs  is  the  in,ost  spleiidid  1  ever  saw.  v'e  fojund 
doair.^e  gr'arel  and  ssnd,  and  easy  dry  digging 
ill  along  the  route.  We .  niight  search  the  coun- 
fty  over  and  I  doubt  whefner  we  could  find 
another  locality  every  way  so  favorable,  and  the 
engineers  showed  great  wisdom  in  their  selection. 
We  shall  need  the  water  of  Sr.dbuiy  River  or  some 
Other  river  very  .•^oon.  We  sh.nll  also  soon  neeil  a 
ffi'eater  eai)acity  for  conducting  the  water.  We' 
shall  lieed  it  long  bfefore  a  conduit  can  be  com- 
pleted on  the  new  line.  The  Water  Board  sav 
that  the  conduit  is  insuftlcient,  and  that  they  will 
Soon,  have  to  run  the  conduit  under  a  great  press- 
urfe,  and  u«e  the  pumps  in  order  to  supply  the  de- 
i)iand.  It  will  take  sevfr.'il  years  to  complete  the 
conduit  ready  for  use,  and. what  are  we  to  do  tor 
water  during  th' ;  e  long  years  while  this 
immense  piece  of  *oik  is  'being  completed. 
If  we  adopt  the  old  route  there  would  be  a  .'^aving. 
alvflicient  to  pay  every  dollar  of  damage  to  miU' 
property,  fLoni  1  he  head  of  the  Sudbia-y  down  to 
tide  water,  and  have  enough  left,  to  build  several 
parks.  Yes.  and  ppt  the  Jfystic  iii  good  ordeij  too. 
the  damage  to  mill  property,  of  course,  ^^■ill  be  a' 
matter  of  great,  iniportai.<e.  But  tliJs  will  be 
small  in  compari.^on  with  the  unuecesVary  outlay 
which  would  be  expended  in  the  builturg  of  a' 
CondViit  over, the  proposed  uew.llpe.  Let  vs  not, 
however,  uudej  estimate  the  lUmagc  to  mill  prop- 
erty on  the  Su(.l;bury,  Concord  and  M:errim;\c  riv- 
ers. It  is  thought  by  Uiai  y.  that  the  owners  ;lo 
not  hold  claiin  to  the  surplus  wcjter  runujng, 
over  tliei^' claiiis.  This  is  a  mistake.  They  claim 
tliat  aU  the  flood  water  passing  over  their  dams' 
belong  to  them,  of  their  own  nght  and  tiile,  and- 
tTiat  they  have  a  light  to  control,  and  udlize' 
ft  at^uch  times  and  in  such  a  manner  as  they  like, 
and  that  no  State  or  city  lias  a  right  10  holi  back 
its  natural  flow  of  \vater  without  returning  f^ill 
conipensaiimi.  In.  many. of  tlie  mills  flood  water 
wheels  are  used.  In  Lawveiice;  at  the  highest 
atas;cs.of  the  water,  the  mills  use  wheel*  to  utilize 
this  fibod  water  in  order  to  make  wp  for  the  loss 
of  baok  water,  which  is  sometimes  sixteen  feet 
deep,  thus  reducii'^'.the  liead  f  roBi  thirty  to  foul- 
teen  feet  ett'ejctiVe  .head.  In  such  cases  it  is  uot 
in  the  dry  season  only.tbat  they  are  short  of  dower,' 
for  then  they  haive  afull  fi<ll  of  water.  They  will 
idaiu^.  that  the  W;i  ter  h.-i^^-ta  be  cTo.«ely  eeon oniized ■ 
III  higli  stagers  of'water  in  many  mill---,  on'  account 
«£  the.  diriiinut'ion  of  the  bead  aad  fall..  Therefore' 
every  gallon  of  M'icterhitherjo  rnuyiug  over  their'. 
(Jaias*  if  held  back-arid  diverted  from  tlxe  originaf 
stream,  must  be  considered  in  tlte  bill  of  damage'... 
It  seenis  to  me  that  tlie  most  reliable  plan  for' 
estini.ating  the  damage  is  by  computing  the  horse 
power  of  the  water  i^ken  from  the  privileges  on 
the  rivers  affected  bv  iHe  taking  of  the  wa;er. 
BYofll  the  best  kuowle<lge  thftt  can  Ive'.  wbtfiiited' 
iffelatiye  tothe-ca:)acity  of  tiro  rivef,incUVding'  all 
tlie  flood  .w.ater,  50,000:000  g:illous.  p'ef  day  is 
e.'^tunated;  this  is 'oVerestinikted  in  niv  oiii'iioil. 
Then  50.0W(000,tiiyl(l!e/J,  l>y  7.48  equals  t;,tj^i,4a2  i^t, 
divide4-l»y  24  equals  278,520.5,  divnied  by  00  (■qual.'> 
464'2  p^  minute.  Now  it  is  well  known  in  all 
water  mills, ,  vvhere  there  are  g,outlS;  of  ordinauy 
size,  i:l>at  about  iloulde  the  Wfiter  is  u-^eiT  th'iotigii 
t^ie  day  •  tliat  the  .sUeftm  ardinarily  all'iU'l^,  iliylw'-. 
i«g  dpwjn  tiie  .heafjalittlej  .so  t^'at  jit  WlU  fill  up: 
qurinji  tlie  ipgh't,.  .aiicj,  in  this,  way  d^itble  the 
quantity  of  wat;er,  ,ai(id  hence' double  the  1  oW,er,,is 
obtained...  ^^hercfprer-  .50,()0i;,iiu0  44  gallon?:,  0V 
twenty-four  liours,  or  4tJ42 cubic  feet  p$v  niiiuTe' 
of, -constant  tiow;;  as,  .aiii'Hed  . t6  th6 .  'iyjitef 
wheels,  iii  t\vejve  .  liou^:s,  iiiistea,;!  of'.ltV'pntV- 
f  om, .  w.r.uui  .ItMj  ,0284'  ciibio  feet'  pfe.r  ..^iluuw. 
This  is  wliaf  the  mill  ow'i^er,',\Vill  ;clailii. '  Kow.,let, 
us. see  .how  inucli  power.  C'ai^.  T>e,Miiiae,' available  ' 
wuh".thi.s  50,i)0i»,O()i).  gallon':^  per  dijyy,  lir  jti;  bquivji-; 
lent  use.l  in  twelve  hoiqv<. '  Copiinenoiife  at  the 
fi>i6t  mill .<>u  \he  §wlbur.y— J?v^,\Vh's  M^ii;<'.  or ,!^iIV)l■|- 
so:i''J,.9;}84  niultipUeilTV'y '6'.i»5Hiultij)lied  l)y  «,  d)-, 
vifledh^-.^i^iOOOlnulUi'lied  bv  iSD  equal?  ,9A.^.  hot'fe 
pow eK.-Sa;i;oqyjllt; Tijlill-^ ,w}iJi  satue 'watef  ahil23 f tet; 
Uea^,  3i{'3.5  ban  ;!e'p;t)wer . JJiyerica  Eays;a?  f^ct  Iteaft  . 
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sf^fne  water,  l6g.8  hors^e  power.  Wamesit  Water 
Power  Company,  24  feet  fall,  337.6  horse  power. 
Massie  Falls,  8  feet  fall,  112.48  horse  po\ver.  Mid- 
dlesex Mills,  12  feet  fall,  168.8  horse  power;  Essex 
Company,  Lawrence,  25  feet  fall,  351 .6  horse  power. 
These  heads  are  all  rated  low  to  allow  for  drawing 
pond.  There  are  also  twp  prlvileRcs  further  up 
the  river,  which  will  be  flooded  out  by  the  water 
basins,  namely,  Charles  Alden's  Mill,  Ashland,  9 
feet  head,  and  Cutler's  Mills,  Ashland,  7  feet 
head.  Supposing  the  amount  of  water  to  he 
the  same  as  taken  from  the  other  mills,  we  should 
have  for  Charles  Alden's  126.56  and  for  Cutler's 
Mills  <J8.4 ;  making  a  total  of  1774.14  horse  power  from 
the  head  of  Suar)ury  down  to  tide  water.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  principal,  the  annual  interest 
of  which  being  sufficient  to  pav  the  expenses  of 
steam  power  for  this  amount  or  power,  would  be 
lair  and  equitable.  I  find  by  consulting  several 
reliable  manufacturers  using  steam  power  that 
the  average  annual  cost  of  steam  power,  inchiding 
interest  on  cost  of  engine,  repairs,  insurance,  etc,, 
is  $74  10  per  annum  per  horse  power.  Then  if  one 
horse  power  cost  this  amount,  1772.14  hoi-se  power 
will  cost  §131,315  57.  The  principal  of  which  this 
is  the  interest  at  7  per  cent,  is  §1,875,9.36  77.  This 
does  not  include  land  damages  or  cost  of  litigation. 
It  is  claimed  by  some  that  if  a  portion  of  the 
stream  is  taken  the  whole  will  have  to  be  paid  for. 
However  this  may  be,  there  is  no  need  of  dispute 
upon  that  matter  on  the  Sudbury  River,  for  the 
amount  of  water  allowed  by  the  engineer,  viz., 
.50,000,000  gallons  per  day,  is  all  that  Hows  in  that 
rivei.  This  amount  of  \iater  gives  at  the  Saxon- 
ville  Mills  323.5  horse  power  twelve  hours  per  day 
the  year  round,  while  tlie  proprietors  claim  only 
325  horse  power  (1.5  horse  power  more)  nine 
mouths  in  the  year  only,  and  frequently  tlicre  is 
not  water  enough  to  supply  the  boilers  and  for 
washing  purposes.  Now,  i'f  the  city  of  Boston  pay 
the  mill  owner  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  dam- 
age, that  gentleman  puts  the  money  out  atjseven 
per  cent,  interest,  and  he  finds  the  income  will  pay 
all  the  expenses  of  steam  poM-er  equivalent  to  the 
water  power  they  have  taken  away,  he  ought  to  be 
satisfied.  However,  lawsuits  will  undoubtedly 
grow  out  of  It,  bringing  the  whole  water  damage 
ixp  to  at  least  §2,000,000.  There  are  six- 
teen   factories    affected    by    taking    the  water. 

Estimate  of  Cost. 

It  is  intended  to  use  three  siphons,  only  one 
of  which  is  included  in  Water  Board  esti- 
mate (page  38  and  39,  Doc.  29.J  There  are 
15,ti(IO  teet  not  included,  at  |20  per  foot, 
15,800x211 $316,000 

Water  Board  estimate  (tpo  low)  (page  47,  Doc. 
29) 4,788,318 

Mill  damages,  computed  from  horsepower  by 
AV.... !    I,875,fl36 

Cost  of  litigation. 200,000 

Conduit  over  Cochituate  Hue 2,000,000 

Conduit  leading  from  crossing  of  tributary  of 
lake  (page  37,  Doc.  29) 300,000 

Probable  change  from  siphons  to  conduits  on 
arches  (page  79,  Doc.  29) 500,060 

Four  storage  basins,  dams,  etc.,  not  Included, 
(page  4b,  Doc.  29 ;  also  page  34,  Doc.  2»J 49o,000' 

Interest  on  $4,000,000  three  vears,  at  six  per 
cent... 720,000 

511,19.5,254 
Old  Route. 

Cost  of  conduit *l,.500,00O 

"      land  damages — seven  .vater  basins....       990,000 

•'     law  6ints  and  contingencies: 500,000 

"      mill  vroperty  damage,  latid  for  con- 
duit, etc 2(000,000 

Interest  on  §3,000,000  one  year,  at  six  per  cent.       180,000 

$5,170,000 

After  spending  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  in- 
vestio-ation  of  this  subject,  I  am  confident  that 
the  plan  of  taking  the  Sudbury  River  is  the  most 
feasible  and  economical  of  all  others,  if  the  water 
is  brought  in  over  the  Cochituate  route.  But  I 
tru^t  we  shall  look  in  other  directions  for  a  •water 
supply  before  we  burden  the  city  with  the  need- 
less expenditure  proposed  by  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Board.  AViaatever  we  do,  let  us  first  look  after 
the  purity  of  the  water  in  Lake  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  River.  Guard  against  drawing  down  the 
.  water  and  allo'wing  vegetation  to  grow  into  the 
lake.  Its  tendency  towards  the  pollution  of  the 
water  is  acknowledged  l»y  the  City  Engineer  and 
many  others  of  high  authority.    ■  ■    :  - 

Mr.  Adams  of  AVard  14—1  wish  to  call  the  attejl'^' 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  AVard  12  to  one  state- 
ment tJiat  hemade  in  the  beginningof  his  .speech. 
He  states  that  the  City  Engineer  estimates 
the  damage  to  mill  propertj'  at   $375,000.     It  does 


say  "land  datnages,  including  mill  propertv  taken, 
.?.?75,000."  My  friend  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
mill  property  "to  be  taken,  which  is  in  Ashland 
ui)on  the  locking  l)asin.  That  w  all  the  Engineer 
estimated  the  mill  damages  upon. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. The  mill  property,  above  the  land  daiu- 
aere,  is  included.  Those  a'bove  Brown's  Mill,  which 
I  omitted  in  my  statement,  because  they  were  to 
be  flooded  out  and  not  used  under  head.  We 
commenced  the  survey  at  what  is  called  Brown's 
Mill,  I  think,  and  then  we  went  through  to  the 
bottom,  and  afterwards  1  put  in  the  two  privi- 
leges above  Charles  Alden's  and  Cutler's  Mill  be- 
fore put  in. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14 — I  may  be  mistaken  in 
the  reading  of  the  gentleman's  speech,  but  I  un- 
derstood blm  to  say  that  the  City  Engineer  gave 
the  whole  land  and' mill  damage  at  S''375,000,  for 
all  that  would  be  taken.  On  that  I  have  made  my 
statement  that  he  only  estimated  the  damages 
upon  the  mUl  privileges  above  the  locking  basin. 
He  never  has  given  us  any  estimate  of  mUl  dam- 
ages below  the  locking  basin.  In  Document  No. 
29,  he  distinctly  states  the  amount  of  mUl  proi>- 
erty  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Warren  of  AA'ard  12— Here  is  the  document 
(No.  29)  which  gives  the  costs  of  these  water  worKs. 
It  states  three  items— includes  pipe,  S7000,  etc., 
and  it  comes  over  to  land  damages,  inclading  mill 
property  taken,  $375,000.  I-  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  the  Engineer  or  the  Water  Board,  but  there 
are  the  figures,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they  mean 
the  whole  thing.  It  is  plain  that  the  cost  will  be 
only  about  five  million  dollars,  and  certainly  if 
you  put  in  much  more  it  would  overrun  that  esti- 
mate considerably. 

Mr.  Pe'ase  of  AVard  I — Perhaps  it  would  be  well 
for  us  to  review  the  history  of  this  question,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  more  properly  understood, 
which  I  can  do  in'a  very  few  words,  and  will  not 
tire  the  Council  with  a  very  extended  speech.    In 
the  latter  part  of  1871,  the  matter  of  the  necessity 
for  an  additional  supply  of  water  was  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  City  Government  in  a  manner 
to  cause  action  on  its  part.      An  appropriation  of 
810,000  was  made  to  cover  the  expenses  of  a  pre 
liiniuary  investigation,  having  for  its  object  the 
selection  of  the  best  source  ot  supply.  The  AVater 
Board  engaged  the  services  of  an  hydraulic  en- 
gineer to  make  the  necessary  examinations  of  all 
the  available  sources  within  fifty  miles  of  Boston, 
and  it  appears  that  in  February,  1872   [see  City 
Document   No.    29,    1873,    appendix  page   51]  he 
made     a     verbal     report    which    led    them   to 
recommend    the    Sudbury   River    an    the    most 
desirable  source,  all  things   considered,   for  the 
city's  wants ;  or  rather  the  Sudlmry  ancl  Charles 
rivers  were    thiis    recommended.      Referrine  to 
page  eig-ht  of  the  above-mentionetl  document,  we 
find,  "It  was  then  decided  to  ask   for   a  charter 
granting  the  right  to  take  water  from  either  the 
Charles  or  Sudimry  River,  and  to  leave  the  choice 
between  these  two  sources  to  be  made  when  more 
accurate  estimates,  based  upon  careful  surveys 
and  additional  infomiation  in  regard  to  the  purity 
of  these  waters,  should  be  presented;  but,  during 
the  hearing  before  the  legislative  committee  to 
which  the  iinatter  was  referred,  it  was  thought  best 
to  limit  the    petition    to   a   single    source,   and 
on  account  of  the  strong  opposition  made  to  the 
taking  of  the  waters  of  the  Charles,  except  under 
restrictions  and  conditions  that  were  considered 
onerous,  the  •  Sudbury  was    selected,"      An    act 
granting  the  waters  of  the  Sudbury  was  passed 
early  in  April,  1872,  and  the  board   immediately 
proceeded  to  connect  the  nver  with  Lake  Cochit- 
uate, to  avert  the  threatened  deficiency  in  thesup« 
ply  of  the  following  season.    For  this  energetic 
action  they  were  very  properly  commended  by  the 
citizens  and  by  the  press.    The  works  for  tempo- 
rary relief  completed,  careful  surveys  and  esti- 
mates were  made  to  detennine  more  accurately 
the    capacity    of    the    Sudbury    as    a    source 
of  supply  and  the  cost  of  bringing  its  waters  to 
the  citj'.    March  13, 1873,  the  bon,ra  made  its  report 
to  the  tit>'  Council  [see  City  Doc.  No.  29],  submit- 
ting wth"it  thereport  of  their  Engineer  and-  that 
of  Mr.  Chesbrough   of  Chicago,   the   \veU-known 
engineer  under  whose    direction   the   Cochituate 
works  were  constructed.    In  the  report  of  the  En- 
gineer, which,  bea^jn   mind,   was   indorsed   and 
presented  by  the  Wattr  Board,  the  Mj-stic  Lake  as 
a  source  of  supply  was  considered,  and  the  follow- 
ing, extracts   are   of  interest  in  this  connection. 
[See    City   l)bc,    29,  page  67.]    It  is  evident   that 
Boston   could   derive   only  limited   supply  from 
it.     If^    Charlestown    should     be     annexed   to 
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Boston  the  question  might  ariae.  whether  it  would 
not  be  well  to  buDtl  works  lor  tiie  temporary  sup- 
ply of  the  latter  city,  which  could  hereafter  be 
made  available  in  the  extensions"  that  will  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  growth  of  Cliarlestown  and 
the  cities  now  supplert  from  its  works.".  Assum- 
ing the  drainage  area  of  the  Mystic  Lake  as  thirty- 
oiie  square  miles,  the  capacity  of  tbis  source  for ; 
the  year  of  drought  is  stated  at  seventeen  ar,d 
one-half  millions  daily.    With  this  report  Ijefore 
them,   the    City    Conncil.  after  a  careful  cou!-id- 
eration  of  the'siibject,  and   at  a  time   when  it 
■was   felt  the   strictest   economy   mVist   lie    prac- 
tised,  fully    committed   itself    to   the  Sudbury- 
River     project     in    making     an     appropriation 
of      iJlOO.OOb     and     afterwards     $500,000     more, 
to  begin  the  works,  and    instructing  the  Water 
Board  to  proceed  to  intioduce  a  supply  of  pure 
water  from  that  source.    It    was   supposed  this 
order  carried  with  it  the  power  to  do  all  acts, 
authority  for   which   had   been   granted  by  the 
Legislature    and    which  were   necessary  for  the 
accomplishing  the  end,  or  for  bnnging  to  the  city  ■ 
a  supply  of  pure  water  from  the  Sudoury  River, 
but  It  appears  that  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  opinion  . 
that  the  authority  to  take  land  and  water  rights 
should    be    granted    iu     express    terms;    there- 
fore the  board  have  asked  tliat  an  order  of  the 
proper   form   may,  be   passed.      This,   in    brief, 
is  the  histoi^' of  th?  .action  of  the  Water  Board. 
After  receiving  the  above  instructions  a  coutract 
was   made  «ith   parties   to   construct    a   tunnel 
through   a   ledge^  bordering  upon  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir^  the  contract  price  of  which  was  about 
S«00,000.    This  tunnel  will  probably  be  tinishedin 
August  of  ne.Kt  year.      Other  parts  of  the  works 
were  about  to  be  contracted  tor  when  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor  was  received,  stating  that  a 
vote  of  the  City  Council  authorizing  them  to  seize 
the  land,  etc.,  must  be  passed  before  they  coidd 
proceed.    Such  a  vote  was  asked  for,  when  therei 
appeared  to   be    Goine    opposition   to  the  whole 
scheme,  inasmuch  as  the  Mystic  works  had  come  : 
into  our  po-^session.    A\  hereupon  the  whole  mat- 
ter was  laid  upon  the  table.     The  various  orders 
which   lu  ve    been    introduced    relative    to    the. 
Mystic,  Shawsheen,    Charles    River,     etc.,     and 
which   were  ref eired   to    Committee    on  Water, 
have  all     been    carefully    considered,    and     the 
report   of  the     Engineer    upon     each     order   is 
iaprintin  the  documents*  before  us,  and  no  argu-. 
inents  of  mine  can  put  the  matter   in   any  clearer, 
light.    Hut  I  propose  to  do  in  this  case  as  I  should 
in  any  other  of   like  magnitude,  viz.,  be  governed, 
in  my  judgiiieut  by  the  highest  engineering  talent 
in  the  country,  and  we  certainly  have   that  in  the 
reports  before  us.    If  we  had  a  railroad   to  build 
we  should  engage  an  engineer;    if  houses  were  to> 
be  buUt  we  sbould    engage    an  architect,  and  we 
should  be  !  governed  l)y  tneir   scientific   skiU  and 
knowledge  m  the  matter.    And  we  propose  to  do 
the  same  thing  in  this  case,  rather  than  follow  the 
vague  ideas  of  irresponsible  parties,  who  make  as- 
sertions in  the  newspapers  and   elsewhere   simply 
to  blind   the   eyes,  when    they   cannot   substaii.' 
tiate,   such   assertions   by   facts.      Now,  sir,   one 
word     in    regard     to    the    assertion    that   has 
been.niade  repeatedly   in   this   ha:ll,   that    con- 
tractors    were'    urging    tbis    Sudbury    scheme, 
and  that  a  tremendous'presgure  has  been  brought 
to  bear,  upon  the  members  of  the  CouncU  to  vote 
for  the  measure.    Having  been  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water   lor   two   years,  1  think  r should  be, 
likely  to  know  if  anything  Of  the  kind  had  been ' 
c\one;  but  on  the  oontraiy  I  will  say,  that  froitt; 
the  best  information  that  I  can  obtain,  no  person : 
whatever  having  any  connection  with  the  City : 
Government  has  ever  held  out  any  inducement  to 
any  contractor,  either  directly  or  "indirectly,  with- 
regardto.  the  matter;,  and  as   for.  any   piessurerr 
having  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the"  members;  i 
if  any  has  been  made  I  have  yet;to  leaa^n  the  fact. 
Ip  my  own  opinion  the  assertion  is  mei'fe  wind. 
,  Mr-  Wamen  of  War^l  12—1  would   like  to  have 
someone  acquauite<i   \vith  this  matter  show  me  r 
where  the  damages  are  put  iu.    There  is    an  item 
which  speaks  of  all  the  daliiages  to,  mill  pi'ovierty , 
and  here,  on  page  58,  the  estim^ated  cost  of  coiii-i 
pleting  the  works  to  secure  thi$  supply  and  coiivey , 
it  to  Ghestnut-Hill  R-esei-vojr  is  ;B5,lS0,e00.  I  do  noti 
see  any  other  .damage  put   down   but  that,  and  I 
toink  It  was  meant?  to   convey  the  idea  that  that, 
wasallthednmage.  ''■■'. 

'Mr,  JviHiball  ot  Warde—lf  fcke  .geatleman  will 
look  upon  j)age  4<J,  of  Doou!}ientNo.,2a,  he  wUisee 
tha/t  the  City  Engineer'.^  estimate>:esxpressly  ex- 
cludes all  ptbei'  diJfm,ages  for  reoiSjiiiAg'  the  value 
of  which   there  seems   to   be   no  well-determined 


basis,  and  merely  gives  the   cost   of   constructing 
the  different  articles  mentioned    in    his  estimate. 
And  upon  page  47  he  says,  "land  damages,  inchui-; 
ing  mill  property  taken. '    I  did  not  understand  it,, 
until    it  was   explained   by  the   gentleman   from 
Ward  14,  but  it   seems   perfectly  cleai'   to  me  that 
the  land  damages  wMch  the  Engineer  embraces 
in    his   estimate     include     the    land     necessary' 
for     the    line   of     the   comUiit  and   such    mill 
propeitv     actually     necessary     to      be     taken, 
which,  "  as     the      gentleman      stated,     include- 
certain  property  with  which  I  am  not  atcquainted. 
And  upon  page's  of  the  report — I  have  no  dowbt 
my  friend  from  Ward  13  means  to  be  vei-y  fair- 
he  has  estimated  the  cost  of  completing  theworkS' 
required  to  secure  this,  supply  and  to  convey  it  to 
Chestnut-Hill  Resei-voir,  at  .  gdiL-JOjOOO.     It  does' 
not  seem  to  me  to  be  fair  to  impirte  to  the  City 
Engineer  anv  idea  of  conveying  to  us  the.  im-- 
pression  that" this  $5,150,000  includes  mill  damages. 
I  have  no  interest  in  this  matter,  and  perhaps  Iflce 
manv   others,    am    all    at    sea   with,  regard    to 
all  these    schemes   for    supplying  the  city  with 
water,   but    I  want  justice    done    to^  everybod-y, 
whether  in  the  employ  of  the  city  or  not,  who  has 
furnished  estimates  or  attempted  to  give  us  infor- 
mation.   The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  stated  the 
case    of   the  Chestnut-Hill    Reservoir.    I  do  not 
impute  to  hiin  an  inrention  to  reflect  upon  any- 
body, but  we  all  are  liable  to  be  mistaken,  particu- 
larly if  we  have  any  other  scheme  or  project  of 
onr   own.     He  gives  the  cost   of    Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir  at  .«2,5O0,OOO,  while  the  original  e,stimate! 
was  !§000,000.    No^^•,  taking  those  words  by  them- 
selves, it  seems  to  me  that  some  one  has  'been  verv 
wild  in  his  estimates ;  but  if  I  am  coiTeotly  informect, ' 
the  original  estimate  was  for  one  reservoir  which' 
should  contain  five  hundred  million  gallons,  and  as ' 
Itinderstand  ir,  although  I  ajr  notfamiliar  with  the ' 
figure's,  a   change  of  the  conduit  was  rendered' 
necessai-y  by  the  chan^'e  in  the  plan  and  the  con-- 
strnctioil  of  two  reservoirs,  instead  of  one,  and- 
the  driveway. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — I  have  the  strongest- 
desire  to  concur  with  every  recommendation  ©f 
my.  friends  on  the  Committee  on  Water— believing ; 
thoroughly  in-  them— and  I  appreciate  thesentl-- 
ments    of    the    gentleuian   from    Ward    1    with- 
regard     to     the     scientific     men     whom     they. 
may    have   employed.     But   certainly,    as    busi"- 
ire.ss   men,  we   nnist  weigh  the  facts  put  before' 
u«,  and  not  go  blindly  on.    1  pretend  to  know' 
nothing  of  this  subject  eicept  what  I  have  read'- 
in  the  reports  made  to  the  City  Council.    We  see' 
this  enormous  expenditure  which  will  fall  upon  a 
city  more  heavily  taxed  than  any  other  munici- ' 
paiity  in  the  United  States.    In  1870  a  report  was  I 
published  giving  the  figures  of  taxation  of  severaf' 
cities.    In  Montreal  it  was  .'?5  23  for  each  inhabit- ' 
ant;  in  Cincinnati,  §19;    in  Chicago,   $21  65;    in' 
New  York,  ?29  54;  in   Bo,<ton,  «36  12'-— =o  that  for' 
the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  a  city  an  inhab*'( 
itant  of  Boston   iiays  seven  times-  as  much  as  one  ' 
in  Montreal  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  an  ' 
inhabitant  of  New  York.  With  such  a  fact  as  that ' 
before  us,  1  think  we  are  justified  I'D  moving  now 
Avitli  extreme  caution.    Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that ' 
the  Water  Board  were  Inclined  about  equally  to  I 
consider  both  Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers.    They' 
went  before  the  Legislature  and  f'ouiul  them  i-Cr' 
luctant  to  give  Charles  River,  but  willing  to  give", 
them  Sudbury  River,  and  then,  it  seems  to'iiie",' 
their  attention  waS  diverted  from  the  Charles  fil- ■' 
most  entirely.    Now,  if  a  man  will  go  out  to  ?iew-  ■_ 
ton  Upper  Falls  any  day  in  winter  when  the  river  i" 
is  full,  lie  will  .see  the  immerise  quantity  of  water' 
running  down  to    the  sea,  Useless    t6  the    mill' 
owners  and  every  one  else.      He  will  be  likely  t!o'' 
think  of  the  posibilityof  utilizing  all  that  immense-' 
quantity  of  water  so  as  to  supply  the  city  of  Bostoii"^ 
with  just  What  it  needs,  and  that  without  hanii  to  ' 
anybody  under  the  sun.  That  matter,  it  seenked  t<i'> 
me,  was  worth  being  inquired  into,ian(J,  as  I  al.»  I 
viayS  do  wlienl  wantknowledge  on  this  subject,  I'> 
wentto  the  City  Engineer.    He  informed  uie  thotif 
had  lately  caused  part  of  the  river  to  be'examined''- 
and  his  belief  w«s  that  storage  reservoirs  could  be' 
stabli^hed  on  Charles  River,  l>eginning  near  South i^ 
Natick  with  two  which  waold  contain  eleven  bilJ-' 
lions  of  galloiw.    Those  projected  on  the  Sudbui^  1 
contain  four  and   seven-eighths  WHioJis.     Thisf.'i 
■wtoivld'give ■to  the  river  a'fuu  Hbwih  the  simimercl 
l>erhaps    of  thirty     niillioii    galkin.4   daily,   and' 
then  »ui){)ly  Boston  'With  the  surlpus  say  f rom ' 
forty   to    sixty    million     gallont*,    and     i>erhap6" 
more.  .  The  fiowjof   the  river   in  summer   now"'- 
maa.dOwn  about- iifteen  milHon  'gs»Jlon»^.-^so  tha<? ' 
it  seems  to  me  it  would  be   an   advantage   to  the 


a8Q 


C  O  M  M  O.-N  .00  U  ]>3'  GTl  L  , 


mill  owners  as  tt  would  never   be   bo   gniall  as  it 
now  is,    jButi  if  the  quality  of   this   water   is,  not 
pooil,   it   should   not   be    usetl   at  all.      Several 
luvestijratioub  were  uiade  last  summer  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  water  of  Charles  River,    wliich   show 
it  to  be  remarkably  pare.    A    comparison  of  thftf 
organic  matter  in  different  waters  has  been  made> ' 
Groton  contains  428  grains  to  the  150  gallons ;  Mys- 
tic 283;  Fresh  Fond,  236;  Sudbury,  ICb;  (.'ochituate 
131 ;  Charles  River,  129— showing  that  so  far  as  a 
chemical  examination  goes,  Charles  River  stands 
at  the  very  head.    There  is  no  purer  water  found. 
That  is  important,  so  far  as  it  goes.    I  have  driven 
out  by  Charles  River  several   times  during  the 
winter,   have   brought   home   specimens   of   the 
water  and  tried  it,  and  my  family  called  it  excel- 
lent—as good  as  they  bad  ever  drank.    It  had  a 
kind  of  flat  taste,  like  any  water  taken  from  the 
river,    which    would   be    avoided   by    storage    in 
Chestuuc-Hlll  Hesei-voir.   That  reservoir  contains 
eight  huntlred  million  gallons,  and  if  Boston  is 
drawing  from  it  twenty  million  gallons  a  day,  each 
gallon  would  remain  in  the  reservoir  forty  days, 
which  would  be  a  reasonable  time  of   storage. 
I    would   like   to   show    the   Council  specimens, 
side    by   side,    of    water    taken   from    Charles  r 
River  and    Chestnut    Hill    Reservoir    [Mr.   Pea-i- 
body  produced  the  spsciniens  in  bottles.]     The  > 
specimen  from  Charles  River  was  taken  a  weelci 
ago,  and  that  from  Chestaut-Hill  Reservoir  hatlf 
been  stored  some  time.      If   any  gentleman  can( 
tell  the  difference  I  shall  be  surprised.     The  City  1 
Engineer  examined  the  Charles- River  waterabouti 
two  years  ago  and  f  ouncl  that  it  was  quite  stag-  r 
nant,  and  had  vegetable  matter  in  it,  and  he  got  - 
an  unfavorable  impression.    And  I  think  that  was  • 
one    of    the   great   reasons   which   caused     him,, 
to    direct    his     attention     to     the     Sudbury.      I- 
think   that  if   the   flow   of   the   water  could  be  1 
made   seventy    or    eighty    millions     a    day   in- 1 
stead   of    fifteen    millions,   there   is    reasonable,  t 
ground  for  believing  that  it  would  no  longer  be  ■; 
stagnant.    It  might,  possibly,  during  some  part  of  ; 
the  year  nave  to  be  filtered,'  which  would  involve 
some  expense,  but  I  do  not  know  bow  much.    I 
know  that  the  town  of  Waltham  built  a  filtering 
basin  on  the  shore   of  Charles  River,  which  cost  1 
about  §11,000,  and  filters  ly,  million  gallons  a  day, ; 
But  the  paragraphs  which  have  been  published  ia_ 
several  of    the   papers — in    the   Advertiser   this  f 
morning  and  copied  by  the  Transcript  this  after- 1 
noon — show  that  the  waters  m   all   the   rivers  iai 
Massachusetts  is  likely  to  deteriorate,  and  special  ■: 
mention  is  made  of   Sudbury  and  Charles  riversir 
and  others,  as  likely  10  deteriorate  by  the  popular t 
tion  on  their  banks.    But  that,  of  course,  is  a  mat-j 
ter  for  the  future  and  not  for   the  present,  and  it  \ 
seems  to  me  that  when   the    water  becoaies  poor  | 
we  shall  find  it  out.    The    condition  of  the  Mj'Stic , 
water,  which  is  growing  more  and   more  impure,  ■ 
does  not    become    so.  without    being  known ;  the 
people  who  drink  it  find   it   out.    If  Charles  River; 
becomes  impure,  it  is  perfectly    safe  to  say  that : 
we  shall  know  it,  and  make  a  corresponding  ar- 
rangement. But  with  regard  to  the  injury  whic^  the 
water   gets  from  the  inhabitants  along  the   river 
banks,  1  looked  «p  that  matter  with  what  facilities  ■ 
I  h:Kl.  I  found  that  the  population  of  the  Sudbury-  . 
River  district  above  Framingham  was  lys  to  the  ■ 
square  mile,  and  the  Charles-River  district  above 
South  Natick  150— so  that  there    did    not   seem  ' 
to   be    as   much   promise  of    the   Charles-River 
water  being  polluted    bv  the  inhabitants  on  its 
banks  as  there  was  of  that  of    Sudbu.-y  River,  i 
Then  again,  when  the  towns  along  the  river  banks  t 
introduce  the  water,  the  sewage  must  either  g*: 
back  into  the  stream  or  be  diverted  into  some  \ 
other  course.    I  looked  on  the  map  to  see  if  there  . 
was  any  other  way  to  divert  the  sewage  in  the  ■ 
Sudbury  Valley,  and  1  could  find  none.     But  iiii 
the  district  of  the  Charles  I  found  that  the  town 
of  Milf ord,  which  contains  two-fifths  of  the  wholC' 
population  of    that  district,  stands  on  the  outer' 
edge  of  tbe  area  and  about  two  miles  from  Mill- 
River,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  sewage  from/ 
Milford  Centre  could  easily  be  diverted  into  that 
river  and  taken  from  the  valley  of  the  Charles, 
and   if    you  take   out    Milford  Centre  the  popu-- 
lation  draining  into  tne  Charles  would  be  about 
H7    to    the   square,  mile,  to    198  in   the    Sudbu^' 
ry.    Therefore,  I  offered  the  order  which  waste-, 
pprted  upon  tonight  t<)  ascertain  the  expense  of/ 
taking  water  frpw  Newton  Upper  Fall*.    A  reser--. 
vpir  Could,  be  established  at  South  Natick  and  the 
river    <lo\vn  to  Newton  Upper  Falls  used  as  an; 
aqueduct  so  long  as  we  could  do  so  safely.    Thes 
town  pf  Dedham  IB.  on  .the   Chai'les,  and  must, 
■.'i:    .•■;  ,■■  , ;  f;    ..;:    -A    '     ■  •  >  i 


soon  have  sewage,  but  I  think  it  could  be  car- 
ried   into   the    XepoTL'>et  possibly  fifteen    years. 
The    expense    of    the  works    for    this   purpose 
would  be  about  'two  million  dollars  against  five 
millions  for  the  Sudbury.    It  would  probably  be 
necessary,  m  the  cour>e  of  time,  to  push  the  aque«-; 
d-uct  along  to  South  Natick,    That  would  cost  two 
and  a  half   miUicms  more,  iMobably,  but  if  that 
expense  could    be  postponed    ten  or  fifteen  yeare, 
the  saving  of  interest  would  be  two  or  three  mil- 
lion dollars.    The  expense  of  pumping  at  Newton 
Upper  Falls  would  be  about  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  a  year  for  the  next  ten  years— a  raerebaga^ 
telle,  compai-ed  to  interest,  wear  and  tear  and  su- 
perintendence of  a  few  miles  of  aqueduct.    AVitK 
regard   to  the  mill  damages   on  the   two  rivers,  ■ 
I  see  no  way  of  forming   an  estimate  whatever, 
but  on  comparing  the  two  rivers,  1  see  that   Sud- 
bury  is  a   river   of   a  given  volume,   falling  145 
feet,  and    that  Charles   River  has   double   that 
volume,  falling  half  the  distance,  and  it  seems  to 
me   that  if  we  take  either  river  the    mill  dam- 
ages would  be  about  alike.  If  we  take  the  Charles, 
it  seems  to  rr  e  that  we  could  give  -up  one-third  of 
the  flow,  and  save  a  corresponding   amount   of 
damages.    The  Water  Registrar  informs   me  that 
the  use  of  water  would  increase  rapidly  if  we  had 
a  liberal  supply.'  The  bill  granting  Sudimry  River 
reserve  water  for  Framingham,  Ashland, "  South- 
borotigh,  Hudson,  Westborough,  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad,   Mansfield  <&  Framingham  Rail- 
road, and  the  Boston,  Clinton  &   Fitchburg  Rail- 
road.   I  do  not  know  whether  the  estimate  for  the 
Sudbury  is  before  or  after  these  deductions;  but  I 
fear  it  'may  be  found  insufficient.      The    repoit 
indicates  that  if  it  does  not  suit,  in   that  case 
we   can   take  the  Assabet,  but  no  examination  of 
that    river   has    been    made,   and   it   would    re- 
quire   fifteen    miles    more    of    aqueduct.    Then 
the    report    indicates    also    that    we    can   take 
the   Charles,   pumping   it   at  South   Natick.     If 
it   is     necessary    to   combine   the    Sudbury  and 
Charles   in   this  scheme   is   it  not  clearly  best  to 
take  the  Charles  first,  instead  of  taking  the  more 
distant  flr.st  and  then  coming  back  anil  taking  the 
nearest.    All  this  I  submit  for  what  the  facts  are 
worth,  and  as  showing  the  desirability  of  more 
investigation.    It  seems  to  me  that  the  Charles 
offers  the  largest  quantity  and  the  best  quality 
now,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge  by  the  facts,  is 
likely  to  be  the  best  in  thefutuie  and  much  the 
cheapest.    Several  gentlemen  have  met  me  with 
the  remark  that  the  Legislature  will  never  give  us 
the  right  to  take  the  Charles.  I  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  assume  that  yet.    I  think  the  Legislature  will 
give  us  what  is  i-easonable,  and  it  would  hardly  be 
reasonable  for  us  to  ask  for  the  whole  fiow  of 
Charles  River  or  the  most  of  it.    But,  supjiose  we 
shotikl  ask  for  the  suiijlus  after   providing  for  a 
daily  flow  of   thirty  million    gallons ;    that  would 
seem  to  me  to  be  reasonable  and  I  think  that  they 
would  grant  it.    In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
matter,  and  of  such  facts  as  I  have  mentioned,  I 
think  that  instead  of  pushing  this  order  to  a  vote, 
the  more  sensible  way  would  oe  to  make  a  full  and 
scientific  investigatio'n  of  the  Charles ;  see  whether 
its     population      is     so     much      smaller     than 
that  of   the  valley  of   the  Sudbury ;  see  the  facili- 
ties for  turning  away  sewage,  and  learn  the  qual-' 
ity  of   the  water,  and   then    decide  whether   it  is 
worth  while  to   drop  all  consideration  of  it.    Any 
information    I    have  wanted    about   this  matter  \ 
have  always  gone  to  the  City  Engineer  and  found 
him  willing  to  give.    1  have"  found  him  courteous 
and  accommodating,  and  he  has  given  me  all  the 
information  asked  for  in  the  most  full  and  satis- 
fBCtory  manner.    I  never  saw  him  manifest  any 
desire  to  utilize  the  facts  in  favor  of  any  scheme 
whatever.    I  do  not  approach  these  matters  as  a 
man  of  science,  but  as  a  man  of  business.    I  state 
facts  as  they  appear  to  me :  if  I  am  mistaken  in 
my  stateaneiits  of  facts  or  in  mv  conclusions  from 
them  there  is  nothing  I  shoultf  be  more  pleased 
with  than  to  have  them  corrected.    All  I  want  is 
to  get  at  the  tmth  and  then  vote  for  the  true 
interest  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5^1  think  the  wisdom  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  discussion  of  this  matter  is  abun-' 
dnntly  shown.    We  have  received  the  class  of  in-' 
formation  that  we  need.    Instead  of  iiurrying  this 
matter  to  the  end,  let  us  take  time  to  thiiik  before' 
we  vote  to  put  this  enormous  debt  upon  the  shoul-'^ 
ders  of  citizens.    W'e  should  hesitate  lon^  before 
going   into   such   an   enormous   expenditure  'of 
money.    As  the  g'entleman  who  makes  themlnor-- 
ity   report    has    ptven   a   large   Volume   of    in-' 
fonmation,  I  .shoukl  desire  tliat  his  riemarks  may 
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l)e  published  in  pamphlet  form  in  order  that  we 
may  comi)are  his  statements  witli  tho>e  which  we 
find  in  the  document  coming  from  the  majority, 
I  can  judge  of  them  very  miich  better  by  compar- 
ison. I  hope  this  manner  of  bringing  the  matter 
I)ractically  before  us  will  be  continued.  Let  us 
not  only  hTve  scientific  investigation,  but  practi- 
cal observation,  such  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  has  made  and  will  continue  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
si'ieration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  until 
twenty-five  minutes  i)ast  tight  o'clock  next  Thurs- 
<lay  evening. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5.  the  remark^ 
of  Mr.  Warren  of  AVard  12  and  Mr.  Peabody  of 
Ward  9  were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet 
form. 

TlIK   NEM"   WATEK   HOARD. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to  report 
on  the  ordinance  establishing  a  water  board  on 
Thursday  evening  next.  He  svibmitted  the  order 
because  sufficient  time  had  been  given  the  com- 
mittee to  report.  He  said  this '  scheme  for  a 
new  water  supply  now  under  discussion  had 
been  proposed  and  aided  by  those  who  have  con 
sidered  the  subject  a  long  time,  and  had  become 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  opinion  that  it  is  be^t 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  much  more  clearness 


could  be  given  to  the  subject  by  the  introduction 
of  three  disinterested  i^ei'sons  to  its  consideration. 
If  there  was  any  possibility  of  an  immediate  re- 
jiort  he  would  withdraw  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  that  the  gentlemaj 
could  have  obtained  all  information  from  any  of 
the  committee.  The  committee  had  had  several 
sessions,  and  considered  the  bill  on  each  occasion. 
The  ordinance  bad  been  ;-ef  erred  to  asub-cominit- 
tee, and  their  report  had  been  approvedby  theconi- 
mittee.  Then  otlier  members  desired  that  the  mat- 
ler  should  be  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  for  his 
opinion  as  to  the  present  powers  of  the  City  Gov- 
e:  nment  on  the  subjecr,  and  for  that  reason'it  had 
been  postponed  tilt  tomorrow.  They  expected  to 
report  the  ordinance  next  week.  He  considered 
such  an  order  as  the  one  ottered  as  a  reflection 
upon  a  committee  uhi'  hid  been  diligently  and 
faithtully  attending  to  their  duties. 

Mr.  Minot  said  he  ha:l  r.o  intention  of  refiect- 
ing  upon  the  committee.  There  was  a  rule  requir- 
ing committees  lo  report  within  a  given  time,  and 
ihai:  period  had  elapsed.  As  the  eofnmittee  were 
to  report  next  week  lie  withdrew  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following, 
which  was  read  twice  and  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested  to  submit  their  annual  report  in 
print. 

On  motiim  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    18,    1674. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  o£  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  'four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECrTIVE    NOMINATIONS. 

Frtdertaker— Michael  Ryan. 

AVeigher  of  Coal— A.  H.  Gibby. 

Se'Verally  confirmed.  ^'. 

PoUce  Officers— George  W.  Wilder,  Arthur  Al 
Wallinrftjrd,  George  M.  Robinson,  Thouias  T. 
Maxwell,  James  M.  Coulter,  Philip  E.  Clarke, 
James  Burke,  AVilliam  Farrell,  John  L.  Morrill, 
Patrick  Harkins,  Josepli  Goldie,  Patrick  McCov, 
Thomas  H.  Brown,  Fiank  M.  Jones,  AVillard  F. 
Adams,  Patrick  McDevitt,  John  Curran,  James 
Galvin,  Philemon  D.  Warren,  WiUard  B.  Hall, 
Matthew  Quigley,  Frank  Fuller,  Ira  AV.  Stevens, 
Alonzo  AV".  Sherburne,  James  H.  Cowan,  Benja- 
min May,  2d,  David  Colburn,  AV'illiam  H.  Brown, 
Henry  P.Kennedy,  John  H.Gardner,  Amos  AVright, 
Edward  L.  Bates^  Austin  H.  Lailer,  Leroy  Poor. 

Referred ,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Sjiecial  Police  Ofiicers— John  D.  Carley,  Boston 
&  Lowell  Railroad  Station ;  John  Bradley',  Youvik's 
wharf;  Yeaton  Jei.ness,  A"ale  street  and  its  vicin- 
ity; M.  L.  Shaw,  First  and  Second  streets,  be- 
tween I>  and  F  streets;  Charles  P.  Gleason,  ofHce 
Union  Railroad  Company:  Chester  K.  Merrill, 
Sears  Building;  Nathan  G.  Perkins,  Middlesex 
Railroad  Station,  165  Bunker  Hill  street;  Lewis  H. 
Plaisted,  84  Kingston  street  and  its  vicinity. 

Severally  conhrnied. 

Promotions  in  the  PoliceI>eparTiTie6t>— Captains 
—Alexander  McDonald,  Harvev  J.  Beckw'th; 
Lieutenrsiits—EbenT.  Hitchcock,  Andiew  J.  Chase^ 
John  B;  AV^dger,  Samuel  S.  Shertaan;5Sergeants— 
George  E.  Hani-,  Oliver  L.  VVinshipj  Charles  S. 
Hildreth,  AN' alter  L.  Clark,  Gustavtis  A.  Smith, 
By  ram  F.  Bragdon. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Memlier'of  Commission  on  the  Revision  of  the 
City  Charter— Arthur  W.  Austin,  vice  Charles  G. 
Greene,  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health. 
"  Sent  down. 

"  Registrars  of  Voters  —  Samuel  R.  Spinney,  for 
three  years;  Edward  J.  Howard,  for  two  years; 
Linus  E.  Pearson,  for  one  year,  from  April  l',  1874. 

Laid  upon  the  table  for  one  week,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Hall,  who  desired  that  members  of  the 
Board  might  have  time  to  investigate  the  charac- 
ters of  tne  nominees  and  their  fitness  for  the  place. 

.  ORPEKS  OF  NOTICE. 

The' order  of  notice  concerning  a  sewer  in  Pres- 
cott,  street,  Roxbuiy,  was  considered,  and  there 
being  no  objection  offered,  the  subject  was  recom-i 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  ■  ": 

The  order  of  notice  on  petitipn  of  Daniel  E. 
Chase,  that  the  Board  assess  damages  to  his  es- 
tate by  the  Mystic-River  Railroad,  came  tip  by 
special  assignment.  A  communication  was  read 
from  the  petitioner  and  the  defendant  corpora- 
tion, refiuesting  tliat  no  fm-ther  action  be  taken 
on  the  same  to(  the  present,  and  that  said  petition 
and  order  of  notice  be  placed  on  tile  luitil  further 
notice,  or  luitil'the  cjuestion  of  jurisdiction  shall 
have  been  settled  by  the  court  in  another  case. 

The  petition  and  order  were  laid  upon  the  table. 
pe'titioxs  referred^ 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Leonard 
Day,  for  ehanue  of  conditions  attached  to  land  on 
corner  of  Broadway  and  L  street ;  James  Han- 
ning,  that  a  bond  for  land  on  Albany  street,  near 
Stoughton  street,  may  be  issued  in  his  name. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claitns.  Henry  T.  Knight, 
to  be  paid  for  tlamages  caused  by  a  collision  witlj 
a  city  cart.     ,  ;     : 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
BuU(Hn(/».  Maynard  &  Rice,  for  leave  to  erect 
wootlen  buildiiig  on  Western  avenue.  Ward  19,  for 
a-.coal  shed.,  ,     r        , 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewerg.  Warren  Hbwland 
^t  cU.,  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam  street,  between  AVhit^ 
and  Eagle  streets.  ,/' 

A.D-.Williams  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Pejfry  court. 

MJ(?hael:Doherty,  for  a  sewe.-in  Hamilton  strert. 

To  the  Committee  oti  Pnving.  Eliza  Reddy,  31^ 
Ruggles  stKeet,  to>  be  paid  lor  grade  damages. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Conipany,  for  leave- to 
lay  a  second  traek  on  Fourth  street,  between, M 
and  Q  streets,  to  that  the  increasing  travel  gmtbat 
pnrt.of  their  route  maybe  faeilitiated.  .,,  . 

James  Ragau  et  al.,  f or  >idewalk .  ou  t4ond<(»- 
street,  East  Boston.  .^         ,     >.■  •    ... 

Michael  Hickeye<  a?.,  to  have  Sixth  street,  from 
OS  to  C  sti  eet,  paved  with  wood.   ■    -      , 


A.  H.  Allen  ei  a/.,  that  CambridgR8treet.Charles- 
town,  be  paved  with  blocks,  and  Canal  street  be 
paved  with  wood  from  Cambridge  street  to  the. 
Boston  &  Lowell  freight  track,  and  that  a  cross- 
ing be  placed  across  Cambridge  street  from  the 
westerly  corner  of  Canal  street. 

Augustus  Richardson  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk 
on  the  northerly  side  of  AVashington  street,  from 
Shawmut  avenue  to  Shailer  avenue. 

John  Pearse  et  al.,  that  Walter  street  be  put  in 
order. 

James  Pope,  that  the  city  would  grade  Butler 
street  ( Ward  16). 

George  A.  Briggs  et  al.,  that  portions  of  Be.acon, 
Cambridge,  and  AVashington  streets  in  Ward  19 
may  be  watered. 

Josiah  Dunham  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
certain  nor  tions  of  Old  Harbor  and  Eighth  streets. 

Guy  C.  Underwood  et  al.,  that  Hawes  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  leave  to  extend  its 
location  on  AVashington  street  from  Cornhill  into 
Haymarket  square,  connecting  with  tracks  now 
laid  down  in  Cornhill,  AVashington  and  Merrimack 
streets,  with  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  with 
their  cars  and  horses  the  tracks  of  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  from  Haymarket  square  to  Ha- 
verhill street. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  a  location  on 
AVashington  street,  from  Cornhill  to  Haymarket 
square,  connecting  with  their  tracks  in  said  square. 

William  Appleton,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Liberty  s-quare. 

Jacob  Edwards,  that  Brookline  avenue  be  grad- 
ed near  his  estate. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Louis  B.  Schwartz 
et  a?.,  that  lamps  be  placed  and  lighted  in  the  pas- 
sageway between  153  and  155  Charles  street. 

Richard  Olney  etaX.,th.aX  lamps  be  placed  and 
lighted  on  AVashington  AValk-Hill  street. 

To  the  Covmiittee  on  Bridges,  Chailes  L.  Ran- 
dall et  al.,  property  owners  on  Leverett  street, 
that  a  temporary  communication  by  a  bridge  be 
made  between  the  ^V  est  End  and  East  Cambridge 
while  Craigie's  Bridge  is  being  rebuilt. 

To  the  Committee  on  Heul'h  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Recker.>  et  aJ., remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  stahle  by  Merrill  &  Bryant  on 
AVarren  street. 

C.  C.  Chamberiain  et  al..  in  aid  of  petition  of 
Benjamin  Robbius  for  a  stable  on  Cross  and  Ful- 
ton streets. 

C.  B.  Faunce,  to  occupy  wooden  stahle  for  eight 
horses  on  Tremont  street,  No.  1419. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  Freeman,  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Glendale  street,  opposite 
Payson  avenue.   ■ 

H.  H.  Gallison,  to  occupy  brick  and  wooden  sta- 
ble for  sixteen  additional  horses  on  Leverett 
street,  Nos.  56  and  58. 

W.  Brown  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  stable  on 
AVarren  street  by  Parker  Merrill. 

Mary  Hamlin  for  le.ave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  AVhite  street.  No.  112.        ,  : 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  A.  Collins  etql. 
in  aid  of  petition  of  T,  A.  Splaiu  for  a  victualler's 
license. 

UNFINISHED  BOSINESS. 

Order  to  place  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Mat; 
cella  street  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  that  said  committee  report  what 
disposition  should  be  made  of  tlie  same.  Lai4 
upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthiug- 
tou. 

Order  to  place  city  documents  and  publications 
in  custody  and  at  the  disposal  of  committees  con- 
trolling the  appropriations  to  which  they  are 
charged.    Passed.  , 

Order  to  place  Fort  Hill  wharf  in  charge  of  the 
Paving  Department,  for  storage  of  gravel  and 
paving  blocks.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  Broatlway,  between  K.  and  L 
streets,  with  small  granite  blocks,  at  a  cost  of 
$12,000.    Passed.  . 

'_  PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL.         '  ,'; 

,  Petitions  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
John  Proctor  et  al.,  Charles  Currier,  J.  H.  Greorge, 
Silas  Pierce  &  Co.,  and  Gilman  &  Cheney,  and 
Joseph  Stewart;  annual  report  of  the  accounts  of 
the  City  Treasurer  and  ordirance  designating  a 
place  of  detention  for  truant  childret  and  absen- 
ces from  school.  Severally  referred,  in  concur^ 
xence. 
.    Auditor's  exhibit  for  April.    Pl.aced  on  file. 

Order  for  Trustees  of  Cikty  Hospital  to  submit 
their  annual  report  in  print.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  PubUc  Buildings  to 
make  the  alterations  in  dwelUng  house  No.  30 
Pemberton  square,  to  fit  it  for;  public  offices,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  §4000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

A  dlTY>.RCHIXECT. 

The.  report  of  the   Committee  ou  Public  Buil^r 
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lT»^9  ^eco'miBemli'ne  the  passage  of  an  oritur  ft«- 
thor'Briiiir  the  tmpToymeiit  of  ilraugl.tsmen  for 
service  in  the  i)<jpart)neirt  of  Public  lUiildiiigs  at 
att  estiniated  cost  of  §3500 -per  year,  came  from 
the  Council  ameiuled  so  as  to  authorize  the  euj- 
ployment  of  a  pernianent  architect  and  draughtsi- 
men,  at  an^^sriniftrted  ,(*ost  of  S5000  per  aiiuum: 
said  architect  to  act  as  Asslstaut-Superintendetrt 
of  Public  BuiWing«.     •      •      ■'  '     •- - '• 

•"The  question  was  lipdh '  concurrenefe  with  ihe 
Common  Council  in  the  amendment.  •' 

-  AJderman  Powi^r— I  move  to  strike  out  SOOOOa'nd 
insert  5J3500.  The  committee  wlio  tiret  considered 
this  ^ilhject  caine  to  a  fair  coixelu^on  when  they 
recommended  $3500  for  the' remuneration  of  the 
dravi^htsman  to  fill  this  position.  No  gentleman 
Ih  this  Board  has  amy'  i^lea  that  we  are  going  to 
get  a  first-class  archltefrtjVho  has  an  established 
reputation  in  Boston,  to  come  here  for  ;^5000.  AVe 
must  have  some  per.son  who  is  not  doing  a  lat^ge 
business  oh  his  own  account;  some'  young  man  of 
talent  will  toe  taken  to  fill  this  position,  and  to  put 
a  person  iii  ihis  position  and  p<iy  him  65000  a  year 
and  recognize  him  as  Assistant-Superintendent 
Of  Public  Buildings,  seems  to  me  to  be 
preposterous,  when  the  Superinteiidtnt  only 
gets  .^3600.  It  is  an  ^xperiihent,  and  I  think  this 
Govenunent  is  not  warranted  in  beginning  with 
so  large  a  salary  for  this  office.  No  doubt  this 
Government  wiU  be  willing  to  recognize  the  ser- 
vices of  any  gentleman  who  may  be  selected,  if  in 
the  future  he  shall  be  tounil  worthy  of  this 
amount,  but  it  will  be  daujicrous  to  set'this  prec- 
edent; $3500 is  aline  salai-y  to  begin  with,  but  it 
seems  preposterous  to  jiay  an  assistant  i^SOOO  a 
year -when  the  head  of  The  department  gets  only 
$3G00.  I  do  not  find  fault  with  that  part  of  the 
amendment  giving  the  name  of  the  architect  the 
Assistant-Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
otherwise  1  should  have  moved  to  nou-concui'  and 
to  accept  the  report  Of  the  comnlittee. 

The  Cliairman — For  the  infoimation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  the  Chair  would  state  that 
the  Order  reads  "authorized  to  employ  a  perma- 
nent architect  and  draughtsmen." 

Alderman  Power — And  tliat  he  shall  act  as  As- 
sistant Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  That 
is  in  substance  what  I  wish  to  get  at.  That  part 
of  the  amendment  I  do  not  object  to. 

Alderman  Petel*8— It  seems  to  Tne  thatthe  Com- 
mon Council  intended  that  more  than  one  person 
Should  be  employed. 

The  Chairman— AUlerman  Power  has  the  fioor. 

Alderman  Power— 1  renew  the  motion  to  strike 
out  .155000  and  insert  §3500.  ' 

Alderman  Peters — It  seems  tome  that  the  Coun- 
cil, in  passing  this  amendment,  certainly  iutende<l 
that  there  should  be  two  men  employed,  one  au 
architect  and  the  other  a  draughtsman.  If  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  tliink  that  is  uec- 
iessary,  this  order  woiild  be  , -made  proper  by 
amending  it  so  that  it  shall  read  "architect  and 
'also'  a  draughtsman." 

Alderman  Prescott— If  I  understand  the  amencV- 
ment  correctly  it  reads  "architect  and  draushts- 
men," meaning  one  architect -and  two  assistant- 
draughtsmen,  if  they  are  necessai-y.  I  would  ask 
if  that  is  not  the  amendineiit  of  tlie  Common 
Council? 

The'Chainnan-^The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is 
correct;  that  is  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Alderman  Emei-y— -When  this  subject  Was  first 
agitated  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
thej  Were  of  the  opinion  that  they  could  very  ma- 
tenally  reduce  the  expenditures  for  architectural 
se'rvices by  employing  draughtsmen,  perhaps  one 
or  two  at  a  time,  as  might  be  deemeil  necessary. 
But  Since  the  introduction  of  the  report  in  the 
Other  branch,  they  have  further  considered  the 
subject,  and  are  now  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
the  present  ainehdment  or  substitute  whichcomes 
froifi' the  other  branch  is  preferable  to  the  one 
they  had  introduced.  Ihey  had  not  then  looked 
as  much  into  the  niiitterof  the  expense  of  anarch- 
■itect,  as  they  have  suice ;  but  when  they  came  to 
tflnd  th<^t  tlrey  could  get  -an  -architect  who  would 
act  as  draughtsman-^while,  at  the  same  time,  if 
-they  neell  more  assistance- 'they  can  employ 
dra'  glitsnieh  in  adc}raon,--they  were  devidealyof 
thfe  opiiilota  -th^ '  the  city'*  liaereitwoUl  1  be  to 
eniplby  ail  architect  aiwl-  (h-ahghtsnien.  '.--ii-theu, 
as  this  order  reads,  the  commiuee  are  authorized 
to  employ  an  architect  and  one  or  two  .Ui'^ughts- 
iken— they  do  hot  eenteniplati8"-t?m) loyiii^'ixiore 
draughtsmen  than,  a^e-  litcessary— or.  "wSatever 
tnimber  the  department  cittiVeiViiire,  to  th*^^ic'ceiit 
of- $6000. '  In  my  judgment  'aiiu'  in  the  Opiniwh  of 
the  coihihittee,  that  will  s^aVe  to  the '  city  rtbre 
■thai!  the  amount  railed  fbt '%  this  expenditure. 
Furthermore,  aii  aSrchite'pt  will  be  of  great  con- 
■veiliencetothedepartriiWrt.'    The  present ^ut)€r- 


intendent  llf¥f|^A4^"y  >  al.  <t  'aff^ar  from  his 
office  morel  v  uWEli'Wery.  day,  ata<l '«umetimes 
almost  the  entire  •  day,  and'  nobody  but  the 
clerks  ia  present  ta  meet  the  variDW  caller^ 
for  information  in  regard  to  plan'-  aiul  altera- 
tions of  plans:  If  yuu  had  a  permanent  archi- 
tect there,  his  services  would  be  almost  inv.»luable 
in  that  department,  aud  I  am  well  satisfi^.l.th^t  it 
would  be  a  great  saving  to. the  city.  AVetlidnot 
ask  for  this  right  to  employ  a  permaneur  archi- 
tect and  draughtsmen,  because  Ave  are^^oia^ito 
make  it  easier  for  the  ofiioe,  but  for  theiiake/of 
the  saving  that  can  be  made  ,to  the  city  of  Bosiou 
in  that  department.  "  ,  , 

ALderiuan  Cutter — Will  this  sum  be  sufficient  t9 
cover  all  the  expense  of  architects  and  draught 
men  in  that  department? 

'  Alderman  Einei-y — The  coimnittee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  .will  be  snificieut.  At  the  same 
time  they  may  wish  to  have  the  services  of  archi- 
tects on  some  very  large  jobs  where  they  wish  a 
building  of  new  and  elaborate  design ;  but  ordina- 
rily this  architeoi  will  do  all  that  will  be  requiied 
by  the  city.  When  we  have  large  designs  to  be 
prepared  other  services  might  be  required. 

Alderman  Cutcer — The  idea  struck  me  that  one 
arcliitect  would  not  furnish  plans  and  specifica- 
tions in  season  for  jiromptly  carry ipg  on  the. busi- 
ness of  the  department.  For  instance,  if  the  Com- 
mittee desire  plans  for  a  schoolhouse  which  is  to 
be  coiumenceu  forthwith,  it  is  a  question  whether 
having  to  wait  for  one  or  two  meu  would  not  be 
injurious  to  the  city's  interest,  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  call  in  an  outside  archi- 
tect to  do  it  at  once.  ■ 

Alderman  Prescott— The  gentleman  from  AVard 
12  seems  to  misunderstand  the  amendmeirt  of  the 
Common  Council — probably  from  a  mistake  ;n  the 
printed  order  of  proceedings.  It  was  in  contem- 
plation to  employ  an  architect  at  about  ;S25oO,  with 
two  assistants,  one  at  §1500  and  another  at  ^1000. 
We  undoubtedly  can  secure  the  services  of 
a  person  to  perform  the  ordinary  work  of 
the  city  for  the  erection  of .  station  houses, 
schoolliou-es  and  buildings  of  that  itescription; 
but  when  a  new  schoolhouse  is  to  be  erected,  like 
the  High  aud  iiatin  School,  no  doubt  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  afforded  for  competition  among 
the  architects  of  the  city.  All  our  ordinary  plans 
can  be  secured  at  much  less  cost  by  the  employ- 
ment of  a  permanent  architect.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  are  ready  at  the  present  time 
to  proceed  to  the  erection  of  two  hoirses  for  hose 
carriages  and  one  primary  schoolhouse,  and  the 
architects'  fees  on  those  small  buildings  alone  will 
be  not  less  than  three  thousand  dollars,  'ihe 
architects'  fees  last  year  were  iu  the  neighborhood 
of  twelve  thousand  dollars ;  with  the  appropria- 
tions made  tliis  year  for  school,  str ";  jn  and  engine 
houses,  if  we  are  obliged  to  procure  plans  ui^on 
the  old  method  and  pay  the  ai'chitects  the  u^ual 
two  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  the  expense  will  not  be 
less  than  j*15.000  for  the  coming  year.  The  com- 
mittee believe  that  at  least  ten  thousand  dollai^ 
will  be  saved  by  this  order. 

Aklennan  PoVer— i  thought,  by  the  printed 
orders  of  the  day,  that  this  was  a  quotation  from 
the  order  as  it  came  from  the  Common  Council. 
If  it  is  intended  t  j  have  draughtsmen  as  well  a*; 
an  architect,  and  if  this  amount  is  to  cover  the 
salary  of  seveial  personsinsteadof  one,  that  aUei-s 
the  case  materially.  If  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  have  investig.ated  the  matter  thorough- 
ly and  think  it  is  for  the  interest  of  thfe  cit>-  to 
liave  a  permanent  architect  and  draughtsmen.! 
do  not  know  that  1  ought  to  have  any  doubts 
about  the  matter.  I  objected  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  what  appeared  to  he  the  fact. 

Alderman  HaiTis— T»oes  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  city  will 
absolutely  save^lO.OOO  by  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der? and'l  Wbuld  like  to'knowwhether  architects 
have  not  been  employed  for  a  poition  of  -fhe  woik 
for  the  present  year?"  ,      ' 

Altleririan  Preseott— I  fully  believe'  th*»t  aih6imt 
of  nseney  ^an  be'  save<I'to  the  deparJlhent  of  Pnl^ 
lie  Buildings  by.lhe  passage  of  this  oixler.    In  re- 

fard  to'auv  Jrrcilitectsr^hUving  IjeeB  employed  so 
ar,  this  ye'ar,  tlie  ibtttter  has  bepii'  delSyed  that 
this  order  might  be  passed  and  the  'money  saved. 
Some  plans' liavfe'been  .sieeureil  Nvh^^  alteratious 
■were'necesSfify.to  l,e  ui^uie,  as  ih'the  buili{in{«!So. 
BO^  ienibe  t<i5r  sqmnt'. '  .The  ' committee  aVb  pre- 
pared to  go'j^head  SuU  m'ake  plans  fbrbiriUlHiflps't© 
'bie  e#e«teli,*b^i'il1a't*>V'p^e»e«tyertr,  «Uff  rhey-ciiu 
«o<^6':ft-m\ieli  lew*  c(v-"t  If  this  order  is'\)a*i5ea.-  < 
-  i*lde!«\!lM'EiiH*n-— A- •^v.•«s  retrfarkeftWtht-' gen- 
tleman fioiiiVfai-tl'd-;  there'Have  'IJeeir'fespendi- 
■tHiteS-madefol-'iJWii'-'fa'i'iilterationsibtlie.b'nildJug 
111  P.emberton  sqiiaie,  upd  idso  for  "tHe  •ehlatg*- 
*ifeiit  of'the-PAoItc 'l/ibraiy,ft)r'ihe'Roxbui'yriigh 
School,  and  several  *iriiill'  jobs.    Miose  jbbs  bie 
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GoplWU^ty  cox^ing  up,  and  that  i$  the  reason  the 
ceminittee  were  aiyfious  to  employ  draughtsmen, 
for  t^ey  could  get  rid  of  them.  But  with  this 
order,  we  c*n  save  more  than  this  amount  to  the 
city. 

the  Chaivpian— Does  the  Chair  understand  Al- 
derman Power  to  withdraw  his  amendment  ? 

Alderman  Power— Yes,  sir. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  coneurrence. 

WATERSHED  OF  MYSTIC  LAKE.  -  ' 

'  The  order  uistructing  the '  Mayor  to  apply, ;  iff 
deemed  expedient  and  necessary,  to  the  General 
Court  for  authority  to  buUd  reservoirs  to  secure 
ti^  the  Mystic  "Water  Works  the  total  rainfall  due 
%».the  Watershed  of  that  region,  came  up  in  regu- 
lar order  among  the  papers  from  the  Common 
Gouneil,  and  was  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of 
AidermaP  Stebbins,  who  desired  to  perfect  an, 
amendment  which  he  intended  to  offer. 
Subsequently  the  order  was  taken  from  the  table 
•    on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Alderipaa  Siebbms— The  language  of  the  order 
m  ratlier  unfortunate,  I  think.  It  does  what  I 
bel-eve  has  not  been  done  during  the  last  year, 
certiainly ;  it  instructs  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  do  a 
certain  thing.  The  term  we  usually  use  is  to. 
"authorize"  or  "request."  We  should,  I  appre- 
hend, feel  it  not  exactly  courteous  if  an  order 
were  to  come  in  here  instructing  us.  So  far  as 
that  is  ooucerned,  it  ought  to  be  amended.  Then, 
aigain,  we  have  had  no  communication  from  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  in  »egard  to  the  storage  of 
Mystic  water.  Their  report,  printed  a  few  dnys 
ago,  makes  no  allusion  to  the  matter.  ImIo 
not  know  why  we  should  instruct  the  Mayor 
to  petition  the  legislature  for  this  authority  when 
we  have  nj>  evidence  that  it  is  needed,  i  shall, 
therefore,  move  that  the  order  be  "i-eferred  to  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  with  the  request  that  said 
board  will  report  whether  additi  jual storage  facil- 
ities are  needed,  and  to  what  extent,  and  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  procuring  th.e  same ;  also  that  said 
-board  will  report  the  estiniated  cost  of  a  ?^ewer  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  receive  the  drainage  of  the 
towns  of  Wobura  aud:  Winchester  and  the  tan- 
neries and  other  manufacturing  establishments 
which  now  discharge  into  the  Mystic  Pond,  and 
carry  the  same  below  the  dam  of  said  pond,  and 
what  proportion  of  the  cost  of  said  sewer  the  said 
towns  and  manufacturing  establishments  wij} 
pay."  ,  •       ' 

Alderman  CJutter— Who  is  going  to  pay  this  biH  ? 
What  appropriation  will  it  be  taken  put  of? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  am  not  aware  that  any 
appropriation  is  needed.  The  Mystic  Water  Board 
is  to  consider  and  report  what  additional  storage 
facilities  are  needed,  They  need  not  go  out  of 
ttieir  office.  . 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  they  can- 
not give  us  an  intelligent  reply  \\"ithout  spending 
some  money,  and  it  would  be  proper  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Water,  and  I  move  that  the  whole 
jiiatiter  be  referred  to  that  comrnittee. 

AI<lermanStebbius-Tl  hope  that  reference  will 
not  be  made.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Mys- 
lic  Water  Board  is  the  proper  authoiity  for  it  to 
be  referred  to.  They  have  sole  charge  of  the  Mys- 
tic water,  and  I  cannot  see  that  they  should  incur 
any  expense.  They  c^n  qall  upon  the' City  Engi- 
neer for  assistance,  or  upon  other  depnrnnents. 
J  hope  the  order  wijl  be  referred  to  the  Mystic 
-Water  Board.  '      ' 

I  Alderman  Harris— I  hope  t)ie  motion  to  refer  to 
tiie  Mystic  Water  Board  will  not  prevail.  I  think 
the  order  as.it- coines'from  the  Common  Council  is 
sufficiently  definite.  It  aSks  the  Mayor  to  do  a 
•certain  thing,  if  in  his  judgment  it  is  deemed  es- 
-sential.  The  passage  of  this  motion  will  onlv  cause 
delay.  I  judge  that  the  gentleman  who  offered  it 
itt  the  Common  Council  did  so  in  good '  faith,  and 
desires  it  to  be  p*issed  at  this  time.  I  have  no 
•doubt  that  our  Mayor  will  cojofer  with  the  Mystic 
Water  Roard  and  obtain  all  tjie  information  he 
deeires.to  enable, him  to  act  understandingly;  and 
for  us  to  refer  it  to  that  boahl  and  seiid  it  back  to 
■  the  .Common  Council  fgr  concurrence  will  perhai>s 
cause  a  delay  of  two  or  thr^e  weeks.  Then  th,e 
Legislature,  as  I  hope, , will  .have  adjourned,  and 
we  shall  have  failed  to  a(?cpmplish  what  we  de- 
sired. Therefore  1  hope  the  order  will  be  passed 
as  it  came  from  the  Cipm^on'  Council. 

Alderman  3teJ)bins— Is  theae  any  pressing  neces- 
iaity.foradditiqnal  storage  facilities?     ' 

AUlermau  Harris^ As  I,  iraid  before,  the  gentle 
ipan  offered  the  pi;de|:.i^  gopd  faith,  and  no  doubt 
had  good  and  sufflcient -reasons  for  ,  doing  so. 
■Having  confi-depce  in,  W\ft»  J  UelleVe  the  order 
ought  to  pass.  .■..',.,■ 
'  Alderman  Emery--.!  "had  not  given  yery  clpse  at- 
tention to  this  matter  iiuti](  th,e  commenceitient.of 
this  discussion  i .  b,u,t , ;  J,.p^ij  ^fe  no  tieasoh  why  the 
order  ishoirid  PO.t   p^  ^  Ba*gf  d^^' cp'h.Currence. '  I 


—  cannot  see  any  objection  to  il. '  The  instructing  ot'. 
the  Mayor  is  a  very  slight  matter.  He  is  to  do  sou^ 
if ,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  deemed  necessary.  J,, 
prefer  that  we  should  ■  concur  with  the  Cummqif  ^ 
Council,  and  I  cannot  see  that  it  will  do  any  haria,) 
If  the  Mayor  does  not  deem  it  necessary  he  wSl^., 
not  apply  to  the  Legislature.  y 

Alcterman  Worthington — It   seems   to  me  thas,; 
this  is  a  proper  order,  and  that  we  should  pass  it,, 
as  it  came  from  the  Common  Council,  whateveB ' 
we  may  do  in  regard  to  other  matters.  Certainly  it 
we  can  by  next  season  and  at  not  a  great  expense." 
— as  I  am  informed  it  will   not   cost  a  very  larga 
amount — get  more  storage   facilities  for  the  Mys-' 
tic   watershed,   we   should   adopt  that  plan,    I^ 
we   builfl   the   new  conduit   to  Sudbury  River,  it. 
will  take  four  or  five  years,  and  in   the  meantime 
we  may  run  out  of    water.    The  present  conduit' 
may  break — any  number  of  things  may  deprive  us 
of   water.    If   this    order   is  adopted  and  put  in 
force,  we  may  have  plenty  of  water;  we  cannot  get 
too  much  of  it.    This  is  a  matter  >  that  should  be 
acted  upon.  We  ought  to  have  that  authority,  and 
1  shall  vote   to   obtain  it.    Certainly  the  Mystiu. 
Water  Board  will   not  incur  any  expense  before, 
reporting  to  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  believe  the  question  before 
ttiis  Board  now  is  the  reference  of  this  whole  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  Water,  and  I  have  heard 
no  argument  against  it.  I  think  it  is  a  proper 
subject  to  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Alderman  Harris — The  only  argument  I  have  is 
that  the  Legislature  may  adjourn  soon ,:  if  it  is  to 
remain  in  session  all  the  year,  it  is  iiumaterial ; 
but  1  am  in  hopes  that  they  will  manage  to  get 
through  their  business  and  adjourn  soon.  As  I 
have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the. 
order  did  so  in  good  faith,  and  had  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons  tor  it,  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Alderman  C  utter — ^The  Alderman  trom  the  High- 
land District  thinks  that  if  this  goe-  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  they  can  cofnplete  it  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  How  can  they?  Th^y  cannot' raise 
Mystic  Pona  any  higher ;  if  they  do  they  will  over- 
flow the  cellars  of  the  inhabitants  thereabouts.  I 
do  not  see  how  he  is  going  to  get  water  a-^  soon  3& 
he  represents.  The  basins  must  be  completed  ber 
fore  we  can  store  the  water. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  said  nothing  about 
twenty-fours.  I  said  there  is  a  difference  between 
next  season  and  four  or  five  years,  W  e  cannot 
get  water  from  Sudbury  River  in  four  or  five 
years,  and  if  we  can  get  water  in  less  time  than 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  it.  The  point  that  must  be 
made  first  is  to  get  the  authority,  and  that  must 
be  done  now.  If  it  goes  back  to  the  Common 
Council  and  lies  there  two  or  three  weeks,  we  can- 
not get  the  authority  this  year.  There  is  no 
danger  in  our  getting  the  authority. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understand  that  the  time 
has  expired  for  receiving  new  business  in  tlie  Leg- 
islature. I  remember  r  bat  this  Board  was  called 
together  in  an  illegal  manner  to  pass  an  order, 
and  the  reason  given  was,  that  that  was  the  last 
day  when  new  business  could  be  received  in  the 
Legislature. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  know*  that  by  general  consent  new  busi- 
ness can  be  introduced  there  at  any  time.  There 
is  no  trouble  about  that. 

Alderman  Emery— I  do  not  see  what  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  can  do  with  this  ordar  that  will 
benefit  this  City  Council.  They  can  report  wheth- 
er it  is  best  to  have  the  order  p'ass  or  referred,  but 
I  do  not  see  how  any  harm  can  come  trom  passing 
it.  Another  thing,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water  thinks  it  is  useless  to  have  it  rei- 
f erred  to  that  committee. 

Alderman  Power— That  is  the  reason  I  think  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  is  the  best 
one  for  this  Board  to  adopt,  under  the  circum- 
stances. It  appears  to  me  that  we  want  inforniar 
tion  which  the  Mystic  Water  Board  alone  can  give 
U6.  Nobody  iiere  knows  but  that  the  Mystic  Wa- 
ter Works,  as  now  constructed,  are  sufficient  for 
the  available  rainfall  of  the  Mystic  water  shed, 
and  I  have  f^een  nothing  authentic  to  showthat 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  have  not  availed  them- 
selves of  it,  and  I  think  this  matter  could  be  setr 
tied  more  expeditiously  by  that  board  than  any 
one  else.  They  certainly. ought  to  be  possessed  oj 
everything  reliable  on  the  subject.  Therefore  I 
think  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  jB 
ought  to  prevail. 

■J  Alderman  Worthington— It. seems  tome  that  the 
-Alderinen  do  not  appreciate  the  order.  It  is 
merely  to  get  authority  to  do  this— to  instruct  the 
Mayor  to  obtain  the  power  if  he  deems  it  necessa- 
ry—and' we  can  use  it  if  we  desire  to.  We  do  not 
authorize  the  Mayor  or  the  Mystic  Water  Board  tp 
spendany  nooney  f  or  this  purpose ;  ,it  is  merely  to 
get  the  authority.    It  certainly  will  cost  no  money. 
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If  It  in  rteenied  afVvlsahle  aftprwarri,  vre  c?n  go  ou, 
oi-  we  ean  stol)  there.    The  Legi^latare  may  not 
think    it '  advisftljle  ■  to    grant    this     authority;, 
laut   if.it   goes   there   on   tlie    last   day   of    tfie' 
session    '.We-   canuftt     get     the     authority    thijs 
year;  and  if  iidoes  not  g^t  a^ltere  before  tlietirrt; 
of  Jnne  they  ■will  not  b«  Mltely  to  eiitertain.it  this 
sesi^ion.    If  It  i*  obtained  we  "shall  not  actamlefiS. 
ii  i«  deemed  expedteut  by  t>ie  AMenaen,  the  Coru- 
lioii  Council, -the  Mayor,  the  Mystic  Water  Hoai-d,. 
atirt  the  City  vSolioitor.    There  is  no  danger  of  any-.- 
tWng  being-  don*  Ijy  the  •  Mayor  that  is  not   *anc-- 
tlOiied   by  the   Legislature  a  iul   the  City  Council. 
AVe  are  merely  asking   for   nuthority  to  tlo  soniec 
thing  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Solicitor,  vie  have  not  got  it  already. 
'The    motion   of  AUk-rman    Cutter,  to  refer  the 
■w-hole  subject  tKj   the   Committee   on -Water,  w.»s ; 
lost,  and  the  miestion  recurred  on  tlie   motion  ofi 
Alderhiafi  Stebbins.  ;        ,  .  ,  : 

'  Alderman  Hall-^heve  seems  to  have  been  an 
order  pai^sed  by  the  Common  Council  last  Thurs-^i 
day  evening,  instructing  the  Maj-or,  if ,  a/ ter  ad-j 
V^ising  with  the  City-Solicitor,  he  shall  deem  it  ejfT 
pedient,  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  leave  to 
secure  facilities  •  for  the  storage  of  the  Avater  of 
the  Mystic  -w-atei-shed,  {*n4  when  it  comes  here 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  offers  a  motion  to\ 
mystify  the  whole  thing  and  to  do  certain  other 
things'that  he  thinlis  ought  to  be  done.  The  ques- 
tion is,  Shall  the  Mayor,  if  he  and  the  City 
Solicitor  think  it  advisable,  petition  the 
Legislature  for  -authority  to  store  thir-  water 
for  future  use?  But  what  has  that  to  do  with 
building  a  sewer  to  drain  certain  towns  and  tat.i.'- 
neries?  I  see  no  necessity  tor  joiniugi  the  two 
things  in  one  order,  and  I  ask  for  a  division  of  thfi 
question.  .   - 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  the  gentleman  had  lived 
in  East  Boston  he  woul<l  see  tlie  necessity  for. a 
Sewer;  Certainly,  if  we  are  going  to  have  Mvstic 
water  this  side  of  the  river  1  want  it  purified".  It 
Will  not  be  bv  my  vote  that  we  shall  ha,ve  this 
water  here.  This  order  means  something  more 
than  simply  getting  this  authority.  It  is  meant  to 
be  aii  entering  wedge  for  sometning  else,  and  I 
shall  vote  against  every  attempt  to  bring  Mystic 
water  on  thi.s  side  of  Charles  River. 

Alderman  Hall— Ate  not  the  people  of  East  Boa^' 
ton  just  as  good  as  those  of  Ward  8?  >  r 

'■' Alderman  Stebbins— I  think  they  are. 
•*'  Alderman  Hall— I  should  think  by  the  motion  of 
fhe  gentleman  that  he  wishes  to  kill  the  whole  or- 
der. I  am  willing  to  vote  money  to  drain- those  war 
ters  and  make  themjpure,  and  1  think  the  people  of 
Charlestown  are  just  as  much  entitled  to  good  wa- 
ter as  the  people  of  Boston,  but  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  mystifying  this  whole  subject.  As  to 
the  order  being  an  entering  wedr  e,  we  have  got  an 
entering  wedge  already,  and  anything  that  tends 
to  defeat  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  vou  meet  by 
argument.  If  you  speak  of  Charles  River,  the  water 
of  which  has  been  jiroved  by  analysis  to  be  pure, 
you  are  met  by-the  ai;gument  that  you  cannot  get 
permission  from  the  Legislature.  "  I  think  if  we 
merely  try  to  do  our  duty  and  not  mystify  sub- 
jects, we  would  accomplish  the  object  for  which 
we  -were  sent  here. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
Jrom  AVard  8  if  there  is  at  this  time  an  order  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Water  in  regard  to  the 
drainage  of  AVobum. 

Alderman  Stebbins— There  is  no  unfinished  busi-i 
ness  before  tl-e  Committee  on  AVater. 

Alderman  Brooks— AVas  it  in  the  shape  of  a  pe- 
tition  or  a  request? 

Alderman  Stebbins— There  was  a  petition  signed 
by  a  number  of  citizens  of  East  Boston,  asking 
that  steps  might  be  taken  towards  the  purification 
of  Mystic  Lake.  The  committee  deemed  that  that 
matter  came  within  the  i)rovinee  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  and  it  was  referred  to  that  board. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  what  the  ouiniou  of  the 
■Mystic  Water  Board  is,  in  regard  to  getting  this 
autli«rity. 

■  Aldennan  Stebbins— The  city  of  Charlestown 
has  the  right  to  raise  the  level  of  Horn  Pond,  ATo- 
burn.  six  fe6t,'by  paying  the  damages.  Thevhave 
no  other  rights  whatever.  ■  .    "         . 

Alderman  Woitliington— We  are  endeavoring  to 
pass  an  order  requesting  the  Mayor -to  .pi  tition 
the  Legislature  to  give  us  autlionty  to  builil  lesv 
ervoirs.  I  Understand  some  of  the  "Mystic  AYater 
Board  say  they  have  that  autliorit*' now;  others 
say  they  have  not.  I  want  to  know  "if  the  gentle- 
man has  information  on  that  point,  .'     ■:     i.l 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  do  not  know  that  any 
board  has  authority  to  petition  the  Legislature; 
we  usually  authorize  the  Mayiir  to  transact  that 
business.  '    ....  ,,    .    ,^,  - 

Alderman  Brooks— AVhy  then  was  thait  petition 
refened  to  the  Mystic  AVater  Board?    AVould  the 


tentleman  consider  that  they -have  authority  to 
spend   money   for  the  purpbses  of  drainage? 

AJdeiTuau  Stebbins— L'ndoujrtedly;  they  have 
entire  control  of 'the  money.  Their  receipts  ex- 
Qepd  their  expeuflitures  by  some  ^40,000.  ■ ' 

Alderman  Brooks— : Then,  I  caii  see  no  tt*ce«8ity 
for  the  nart  of  the  motion  in  Regard  to  drainage, 
If  they  have  a.utliority  to  spend  money  for  drain- 
age, that  necessarily  cuts  off  any  vita'lity  to  tliat 
gart  of  the  gentleman's  motion. 
^-Alderuian  Stebbins— This  sum  of  $40,000  woiiM 
be  a  mere  bagatelle  compared  ^^•it^  the  cost  of' 
sewer.  Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis  made  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  that  .■rcwer,  and  it  was  between 
eight  and  nine  hundred  tiiou^and  dollars.  It  is  not 
in  their  repoT^  Of  cour.*e,  to  birild  this  sewer  the 
Mystic  AA'ater  Board  must  ask  authority  from  the 
City  Council.  That  such  a  sewer  ought  to  be- 
built  no  member  of  this  Council  will  deny.  X 
think  the  citizens  ot  East  Boston,  Chelsea, 
Charlestown  aaul  Somervjlle  should  deinalKl  it.  T 
should  iiot  wi&h  to  bring  Mystic  water  into  the 
city,  but  I  am  %\  illlng  to  vote  a  reasonable  sum  to 
make  it  pure. 

.  Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  the  Mys^ 
tic  vvater  is  better  now  than  it  ■  was  in  18T0, 1871" or 
i872.  I  have  always  contended  that  it  Mould  be 
pure  if  there  was .  proper  drainage.  -  When  I  was  a 
metnber  of  the  AVater  Committee  ill  1870  it  was 
inapossible  to  get  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
acknowledge  that  Mystic  water  was  fit  to  drink. 
But  I  have  never  changed  my  mind;  I  believe  it  is 
as  good  as  Cochituate  if  those  drains  could  be 
properly  put  in.  I  hope  this  order  will  ^lass  as  it 
came  from  the  Common  Council,  and  then  I  will 
vote  for  an  order  to  forward  the  drainage,  i  think 
thisis  the  jnost  essential  thing  to  be  done  by  the 
City  Government  this  year.  '     - 

Alderman  Cutter— I  suppose-  the  gentleman  un- 
derstands that  if  this  drain  is  built,  the  supply  of 
Mystic  Lake  will  be  somewhat  reduced :  it  'wtU 
take  off  water  that  now  i-uns  into  the  lake  and 
therefore  make  it  less  reliable  for  a  supply  than  it 
was  before.  —  •■■    •"  •    -      - 

Alderman  Brooks— 1  would  like  to  know  if  that 
is  all  the  objection  the  gentleman' has,  and  if  he 
wants  us  to  continue  to  drink  this  filth.  1  hope 
he  does  not  intend  that,  and  I  do- not  think  he 
does.  I  have  more  charity  for  him  than  to  suppose 
that. 

Aldei-man  Cutter — I  have  never  said  anything 
against  draining  that  Mystic  territory.  l"would 
have  it  done  forthwith.  "  It  is  a  sharne  for  this 
Govei-nment  not  to  have  had  it  drained  before. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
exactly  the  order  needed  to  meet  the  case. 

Alderman  Worthington—It  seems  to  me  that  we 
a,re  mixing  up  matters  wofully.  The  question  is, 
shall  we  netition  the  Legislature?  Tne  proper 
course  is  lor  the  Board  of  Aldei-meii  to  refuse  to 
adopt  this  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  AVard  8, 
and  to  concur  with  the  Common  Council,  and  then 
we  can  put  in  the  order  for  that  drain.  1  his  should 
be  voted  at  once ;  no  one  questions  that  who  went 
ou  the  excursions.  Let  us  go  about  -  it  with  no 
misunderstanding;  let  us  not  mix  them  np,  but 
let  us  know  what  we  are  doing. 

Alderman  Cutter— That  is  the  reason  why  I  made 
the  motion  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  AVater,  who  can  make  an  intelligent  report. 

Alderman  Hall— The  Object  I  had  in  calling  for 
a  division  of  the  question  was  to  separate  the  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins  from  the  original 
order.  If  that  is  hot  in  order  1  will  withdraw  the 
call  for  a  division,  that  we  may  act  upon  the  origi- 
nal question. 

Alderman  Broo'k*— I  would  like  to-  know  wheth- 
er an  order  in  relation  to  drainage  would  be  prop- 
er at  this  time. 

The  Chairman— It  would  be  proper  under  the 
.head  of  motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote— yeas  6,  nays €,  as  follows! 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Power, 
Prescott,  Stebbins— e.   ' 

,  Nays— Aldernjeii  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Hanis, 
^jPeteis,  AVorthiiigton^-6. 

The  question  wa-S  then  onf  concuiTence.     - 

Aldermen  Stebbins  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
upon  the  table.    Lost-^  for,  6  agavnst. 

AJlderir.:  ii'Cutter^i  m'-veto  Strike  out  the  word 
"'■"institicted"  and  insert  ■'authorized." 
,    Aldeiuiau  Harris- Jf  I  f  h'oi^ght  the  Mayor  would 
stand  ppoh  such  a  little  quitrble  as  Dhat  1  woulu 
Bustain  the  ahieudment,  aiid' have   the  order   go 
back  to  the  Common  Council.    But  I  believe  that 
our  Mfiyot"undeistand'«  our  position  and  the  de- 
sires of  the  people  to  obtain  aU  the  water  thai  is 
:j»QS>>ible,-  Hekv.ow>i,-:J*o,  thatthe  Legi-slature  is 
;jbbout  to  terminate   ftA  ies«>lcHi,  and    that   any 
amenilment  to  this  order  willHnsure  delay.    If  the 
members   are^  not  favorable   to  the  -order,  as  it 
•coiues  f  loni  the  Council,  I  hope  they  will  vote  it 
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dawn>aBd  that  we  may  be  deprived  of  the  ojypov-, 
tunity  to  secure  authdiity  to  obtain  any  fmthen 
facihtjes  for  storing  water.      .       .  .a 

Aldei-Hiaii  Catter^I  offered  tlie  ainendmeut  tlia^ 
the  order  might  be  respectful  in  lanKuasje,  as  iS) 
due  te  the  Mayor.  I  do  not  think  the  language  is 
respectful  as  it  comes  from  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Cutter's  amendment  iVa&  lose— yeas  5t 

BaV3  ^,  as  f  oUoVfS  :    -•■     .  .  i.;,;:      .      ..1       i,       ,,  ,,  :ij    . 

■feas— Aldermen  Clark,  CutterjiiVjiwer,  PrescQtW 
StebWns— ^5.  ■  .       c'":       ..      .   j.    ,  .  .  . 

Nays— Aldermen  Big:elovv,  Crooks,  Emejy,- HaUi 
Harris,  Peters,  WorthNvgton-^7.    ,  ,  .:_. 

The  ordeT  ivaS'theK  passed,  in  cancuTrence — yeas 
9.  nays  3,  as  follows :  I 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Bj-ooks,  Clark,  Emeiy, 
Hall,  Harris,  PeterSr  Pflwer,  Worlhtngion— y.  >i 
'  Kays— Alderraett  Cutter,  Prescoit,,Stebbins— 3; 

i- -'■  '  BO>"D  APPKOVED..    .  f      .  .: 

-The  bond  of -Samuel  Canning,  .Jr.,  constable,  lie- 
ing  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  w  as  ap-J 
proved'by  the  Board.  "•  .r 

•      ■'  KBPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICEBS.  .< 

■i^reetCom-missiotbers.  The  Street  CommiSftioac 
fev.4  beg  leave  to  report  tiiat  they  think  it  proper 
Snd  necessary  that  Clifton  street  shotild  be  ex- 
tended from  Hudson  street  to  Shirley  street,  at 
George  street,  through  an  estate  facing  upon 
Shirley  street  belonjiing  to  Johi>  HaTen,  ol  whirh 
they  respectfully  recommend  your- honorable  body 
to.  authorize  tJie  purchase^  as"  a  whole.  This  they 
advise,  as  they  Jn<lge  that  the  damages  for  the 
extension  could,  for  the  city,  be  more  favorably 
adiusted  by  such  a  course,  and  also  upon  con- 
sideration of  sewerage  already  had  by  the  city 
under  the  estate. 

A  resolve  and  order  was  also  received  from  the 
t»ame  board  for  the  widening  <.f  Leverett  street, 
on  the  southwesterly  side,  at  the  corner  of  Charles 
street,  by  taking  land  of  Charles  B,  AVood,  at  an 
expense  of  ^16,000.       .        ■'       ,,  .. . 

Beyerally  referred  to' the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets.     "  ■■■:■■■:'■  ,  '..i; 

■>''       ,    ^        -     REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES.      ,',     i:'    ,!ii] 

•' 'Reports  from  tbe  Finance  Committee  were  rcr 
ceived  as  follows ! 

Report  that  by  the  annexation  of  Chailestowu 
aird  Brighton  six  trust  funds  v^ame  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  city,  viz.:  Pierce  Poor  Fund,  in- 
come to  purchase  fuel,  etc.,  for  poor  widows  in 
Charlestown,  ^"1600,  (invested  in  certificates. of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  of  Charlfistown);  Holton 
Protestant  -  Pauper  Fund,  income  to  purchase 
•meals  vn-  holidays  for  Protestant  paupers  in 
Brighton,  ^1615  60,  (invested  in  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  towu  of  Brighton);  Holton  Prot- 
estant Poor  Fund,  income  to  purchase  provisions 
for  Protestant  poor  in  Brighton,  $1425,  (iuves-t- 
ed  in  certificates  of  indebtexlness  of  the  town  of 
■Brighton;  Babcock  Music-Fund,  income  to  be 
expended  for  music  in  Charlestown,  $3000,  (invest- 
ed in  the  Charlestown  Five  Gent  Savings  Bank); 
Foss  Flag  Fund,  income  to  be  expended  for  flags 
to  be  disidayed  in  Charlestown.  352000,  invested  in 
the  Warrenlnstitution  for  Sa\'ingsj  Foss  17th  of 
June  Fund,  incorhe  to  be  expended  in, celebrating 
17th  June  in  Charlestown,  $2000,  (invested  in  the 
Warren  Institution  fer  Savings).  The  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
der:- 

Ordered,  That  the  Pierce  Poor  Fund,  the  Holton 
Prote^ttant  Pauper  Fund  aiid  the  Holton  Protest- 
ant Poor  Fund  be  placed  in  the  charge  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  insti-uctions 
to  keep  the  same  invested  in  city  of  Boston  six  per 
cent,  stock  and  to  expend  the  income  derived 
from  s«ch  funds  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  con- 
ditions named  in  the  several  bequests;  that  vbe 
Babcock  Music  Fund,  the  Foss  17th  of  June  Fund 
and  Flag  Fnnd  be  placetl  in  charge  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  to  be  invested  bv  him,,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  C-ommittee  on  iMnance  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  Council  for  the  time  be- 
ing, thfrihcome  therefrom  to  be  expended  in  the 
mannet  And  upon  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
befjuests;  under  the  direction  and  authoritv  of  the 
City  Council.  ;       " , 

The  order  was  read  onoe. 

Report  ■  that  the  Committee  on  Claims,  Jiaving 
passed  upion  and  allowed  the  claim  of  Michael 
Norton  for  services  as  Treasurer,  Clerk,  Collector 
and  Assessor  of  the  late  town  of  Brighton,  also 
for  recording,- etc.,  births,  deaths  aim  marriages, 
in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of  . 34010  95,  the  same 
having  been  authorized  by  votes  of  tne  late  tjown 
■of  Brighton,  the  Finance  Committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  theacoompanyinir  order:    ■        ,j;  ; 

Orderetl,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 

he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 

'  served  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries  the 

'  sum  of   88900,  and    thSt  $110  05  be  charged  to  the 

aprpropriation  for  the  City  Registrar's  Department 


to  pay  the  claim  of  Michael  Norton  for  those 
amounts.  ■,         "  '  .  .       i  J 

'  The  orderwas  read  twice  on  motion  of'^AWer- 
mati  Cutter,  and  passed— yea",  10,  nays  2— Alder^ 
men  Harris  and  Ptescott  voting  "in  the  negati-ve, '^ 

By  Alderpian  Cutter,  for  the  Comniittee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  recommending  leave-to  ■withdra\\'  on 
petition's  of  Benjamin  Brackett  ct  at.  against 
change  of  name  of  Washington  street,  RoxbUry^ 
and  X' .  S:  Atkins,  for  leave  to  consti-uct  a  e'ellar- 
Way  ih  sidewalk  on  Elm  street,  ChUrlestown. 

By  Alderman-  Bigelow,  f orthe  CSymmittee  on  Lt- 
peuses— Reports  as  f(jUb'K:3:- 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — A>  J,  Carter,  118 
Main  stieet,  Charlestown.  ■     : 

'Eliiplovrnent  Othces  Licensed— Mi-b^.:  Wl  F.  Sav- 
age, 130  Main  street,  Chadestown.      -  •    ■ 

License  for'  Public  Amusements  Grranted— A.  K. 
-A^dams,  to  give  dramatic  entertainhieirt  at  -Sum- 
ner Hall,  M'a'y  21-22-.  ■  ■  ■■  -  ■  ■•'  ' 
,  Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused--E  Iward  Steinile, 
112  Pleasanfstreet';  George  W.'Norcrbss,  157 -Eliot 
Street;  CyrUs  Jones, -6i  Richmond  street;  John 
J.  Hughes,  comer  D  and  Bowen  streets.  ■ 
'  luhoJders*  Licenses  Granted— Martin  I.Hanscom, 
33  Howard  street:  H.^  1).  Parker  &  Cb;,  Parkvr 
House;  C.  S.  Pitmrtn,  Brighton  avenue;  Jo  uv  J. 
D^rch6rtS,'35  Essex  stree:.-'       • 

BiUiardj^Saloons  Licensed  — Barnes  &  Buck, 
United  States  Hotel;  Luther  S.l-;rooks  &-Co.,57 
Temple  place;  T-  T.  Harrington,  Cattle  Fair  Ho- 
tel; John  S.  Barron,  720  Wnshiugton-  street; 
Hicks  &  Bullock,  75  Court 'street;  Edward  A. 
Skerry,  69  Concord  street;  Leonard  Brothers,  641 
Washington,  street;  £.  T.  Jlailiave,  2S  -Meridian 
street;  Theotlore  iUitchell,2l  School  street:  Charles 
Newman,  6  Canal  .-t;eet;  Valentine  Hoiueiv  1863 
Washing;tou  street;  Ern,  t  Becker,  47 Eliot  street-; 
Merritt  &  Dalton,  6  Maverick  square;  H.D.Par- 
ker (S:  Co.,  Pai'ker  House:  John  A.  Parks,  Ma-v- 
eriek  House;  Charles  Portlock,  556  Washington 
street;  Josei)h:H.  Wive,  Hancock  street '("^Vard 
16) ;  George  Werner,  1097  Tremont  street".  John 
Werner,  12C9  Tremont  street;  Jacob  Wirth,  60 
Eliot  street.  -  ■ 

Victuall'-rs'  Licenses  Granted  —  Christopher 
Schmidt,  340  Washingtmi  street;  L.  Fish.  1,27 
King>ton  street ;  O.  S.  Harding,  20  Harrison  ave- 
nue; Bearse  &  Crowell,  coiner  indiana  place  and 
Shawniut  avenue ;  Charlej'  Morton,  143  Atlantic 
avenue;  Kendall -&  Dearborn,  8  and  10  Pearl 
street;  Edgerh-  &■  Crockett,  10  i'ar.euil-Hall 
square;  John  F.  Driscoll,  42  Fleet  street;  George 
AV.  Nickerson,  corner  Lilicoln  street  and  Dorches- 
ter avenue;  James  T.  Davis,  27  North  Market 
street;  John  Quiun,  67  Haverhill  street;  Vincent 
Modee,  793  Tremont  street-;  Michael  H.Sullivan, 
122  Northampton  street;  Charles  B.  Gannon,  75 
Cambridge  street;  L.  H.  Lepine,  toot  of  L  street; 
Christian  Hinzelmaii,  17^^  i^t^hool  street. 
■   severally  accepted.      '■  ^ 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
PuCli'?  Instruction,  to'  whom  v'as  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  that  additional 
laud  be  purchased  for  thfe'  accommodation  of  the 
new  grammar  school  on  Centre  street— Report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  a,ccompany  iug 
order:         "  "'   '  .... 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  owned 
by  John  Johnson,  situated  in  the  rear  of  the 
Lowell  Schoolhouse  on  Cehtre  stteet.  Ward  15, 
containing  "nine  thousand  square  feet,  more  or 
less,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 
lars; to  he  charged  to  the  appropriation  already 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  tor  suitable  ac- 
commodations, in  the 'Girls'  High  Schoolhouse,  for 
the  u;-e  Of  the,  drawing  classes— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Priblic  Build- 
ings be, authorized  to  fur'njsh  a  suitable  room,  in 
the  Girl's  High  Schoolhouse  on  We'st  Newton 
sti-eet; for  the  iise  of  the  classes  in  drawing;  the 
exp^..se  of  providing  the  n'ecessary  furniture  and 
.fixtures  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  rtrblic  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on, 
Faueuil  Hall—Report  m  f avOr  of  granting  use  of 
said  hall  to  the  National  Lancers,  Julie  15,  for  the 
observance  of  their  anniversary.    Accepted. 

By,  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Mavket— Report  in  favor  of  allb-<v'lng  N.  F.'Biewer 
to'tr^usfei?  the  l&ase.of  j!,tall  NO.  14  Faneuil-'Hall 
Market  to  Swan,  Xewton  <Sr  Cor.    Accepted;; 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Coijimitteeon  Sew- 

!.,j^P^^r$pf; notice  of  heatin^SftA  Monday  next,  at 
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i'P.iii.,  on  propose  1  construction  ol  a  common 
sewer  in  Wa3hnij5ton  square,  east  from  Oliver 
street;  and  in  Condor  street, between  Meriden  and 
Brookii  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Report  that  the  schedule  of  assessments  for  a 
sewer  in  Merchants'  row  is  correct,  and  recom- 
meniling  the  passage  of  orders  for  their  collection. 
Orders  read  twice  and  passed.  '  > 

.  Alderman  Brooks  offered  the  following :  ^'■' 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  causing  a, 
sewer  to  be  constructed  fop  the  purjiose  of  con- 
veying away  the  impurities  which  discharge  into 
the  Mystic  Fond  from  the  towns  of  Winchester 
and  Woburn,  and  certain  tanneries  and  other 
manufacturing  establishments;  and  to  report  an 
estimate  of  the  cost,  and  what  proportion  of  the 
expense  of  constructing  said  sewer  shall  be  as- 
sumed by  said  towns  and  manufactories. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allovved  and  paid,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
for  ringing  the  bell  of  the  Unitarian  church  in 
Brighton  to  denote  the  hours  of  the  day,  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  ancient  custom,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
such  repair^  and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may  be 
needed  in  the  City-Hall  Building,  Charlestowil,  to 
accommodate  the  Municipal  Court  of  that  dis- 
trict, provided  such  repairs  and  alterations  ou 
this  court  room,  together  with  otfie*  court  rooms 
and  county  buildings,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
live  thousand  dollars  during  the  municipal  year; 
the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiitee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  fur- 
niture for  the  Municipal  Courtroom,  Charle.-'town; 
the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  (if  Suffolk. 
Severally  read  once. 
By  Alderman  Peters — 

Ordered,  I'hat  the  Committee  on  Paving  consid- 
er and  report  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  a 
bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
tracks,  across  the  cut  beyond  Forest  Hills  Station, 
to  avoid  the  present  crossing  at  grade. 
Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports recommending  the  passage  of  tlie 
following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sti-eets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  ^elville  ave- 
nue, between  AVashiiigton  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  16,    Estimated  cost,  $12,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  on  Commonwealth 
avenue,  in  front  of  Nos.  158  to  168,  inclusive,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  scnedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
.directed  to  pave  Meuford  street,  between  Cook 
and  Lexingtpn  streets,  Charlestown ,  with  small 
granite  blocks;  estimated  cost,  §30,000. 

•Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Ruggles  street,  between  Tremont  am^ 
Parker  streets,  and  to  reji^ort  to  tl^is  Bo£^rd  asched,- 
ule  of  the  expense  thereof .  .  -      ■ 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metro  iiolitan  Railroad  Company,  that  in  the 
.opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  saiety  and  cou- 
yenience  require  that  Meridian  street.  East  Bos- 
ton, should  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks 
from  the  southerly  side  of  Central  square  to  Lex- 
ington street,  and  that  said  company  be  directed 
to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  its  tracks  on  said 
street  with  small  granite  blopks ;  said  work  to  be 
done  under  the  ilirection  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Sup^erinteiident  of  Streets. 
Read  twice  and  passed.  • 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repave  the  sidewalk  on  the  westerly 
side   of   Treinout   street,   between   tljie   Tremont 
House  and  Park  street.    Estimated  cost,  $600. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  expense  of  paving  Kilby 
street  with  wood,  as  provided  by  the  order  passed 
May  11,  and  approved  May  13,  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Burnt  District,  and  not  to 
the  appropriation  for  Paving,  as  recited  in  said 
.order,  ami  that  said  order  be  amended  accordingly. 
Alderman  Peters— I  think'  this  order  should  not 
pass.  It  is  bad  ppUcy  for  the  city  to  run  into  debt, 
and  if  it  does  so  it  should  be  for  penrianent  im- 
provements and  not  for  such  a  temporary  affair 


ae  this  wood  pavement  in  Kilby  street.  I  woul<) 
make  this  point  of  order,  tfaaft  the  order  bftvi^^ 
been  passed  at  the  last  meeting  and  no  notice  oI 
reconsideration  given,  an  amendment  iB  (lot  in 
order. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  no  objection  to  accom- 
modating the  gentleman.  It  was  by  hk  requeat 
that  it  came  here,  if  he  wante  to  defeat  it  I  fifu 
willing  to  vote  for  it,  and  if  he  desires  to  pa9s  it  I 
wUl  vote  for  that. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  i»  nu»<iak.€g} 
I  did  not  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Power — It  coujd  not  hjtve  con)e  here 
without  his  vote,  for  1  certainly  did  not  vote  for  it 
in  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  sorry  that  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  have  ba,cked  down, 
When  I  put  the  vote  in  committee,  no  one  voted 
against  It;  I  put  the  question  just  as  orders  are 
passed  at  every  sesi-iou  of  this  Board,  and  I  de- 
clared it  passed.  The  order  was  not  properly 
worded  in  the  first  place.  The  appropriation 
should  have  come  from  the  Burnt-District  loan.  1 
agree  with  the  Alderman  from  West  Roxbury 
that  when  the  city  runs  into  debt  it  should  be  f  o"s 
something  more'  permanent  and  mote  valuable 
than  wooden  pavement.  Still  we  should  t^e  it 
out  of  that  loan,  for  if  it  comes  out  of  the  appro-, 
priation  for  Paving  we  shall  have  to  cut  short  in 
the  repairs  of  some  other  streets. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  does  not 
clear  up  this  matter.  This  order  was  paosed  by 
the  two  votes  of  the  other  members  of  the  com-, 
mittee.  1  did  not  vote  at  ali.  I  supposed  they 
were  sincere,  and  wanted  it  to  pass  this  Bo»ru. 
If  they  want  to  pass  it  I  will  help  them;  if  they 
WRUt  to  defeat  it,  i  will  help  tneiu. 

AKlerm;m  Cutter— The  geiicleman  seems  to  be 
satisfied  with  what  he  has  accumpUshed  iu  secuTr 
ing  the  paving  of  Kilby  street  with  wood,  and  be 
has  done  that  to  plea-e  a  few  petitioner.-.  It  is 
unusual  that  petit. oners  should  come  up  here  and 
lobby  with  members  of  this  board.  I  am  satisfied 
that  if  this  Board  had  been  left  alone  their  good 
sense  would  never  nave  allowed  them  to  pass  that 
order.  It  was  doue  by  the  exertions  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  with  members  of  this  boai-d  ; 
he  had  the  right  to  do  so.  When  this  order  was 
passed  in  committee  I  did  not  vote,  and  it  could 
not  be  a  tie  vote. 

Alderman  Power — The  remarks  of  the  last 
Sfpeaker  do  not  place  the  members  of  this  Board  in 
a  position  that  they  would  like — that  they  voted 
against  their  own  judgment,  and  that  Ipbbyists 
oame  in  here  and  intimidated  them.  I  wish  to 
state  distinctly  that  I  voted,  according  to  my  own 
judgment,  and  1  suppose  others  did.  I  always 
wanted  to  pave  some  localities  of  the  city  with 
wood,  and  I  believed  that  this  is  one  adapted  fof 
that  pavement,  or  1  should  not  have  voted  for  it. 
I  stated  that  when  property  owners  on  a  street, 
who  pay  so  much  taxe^^  want  such  a  pavement, 
they  are  entitled  to  some  cousi'ieration,  and  theii- 
wishes  should  be  respected.  1  should  not  wist 
any  one  to  state  that  I  voted  for  that  order  simply 
because  the  petitioners  asked  for  it.  I  voted  fof 
it  because  I  believed  in  it ;  because  I  think  certaui 
streets  should  be  paved  with  wood.  This  or- 
der comes  in  here,  it  seems  to  rue,  that  the 
committee  may  accomplish  wh."t  they'  lost  before 
The  city  of  Boston  has  to  pay  the  bUl-:^  and  it  hiat- 
ters  very  little  whether  this  expense  is  taken  out 
of  the  appropriation  for  paving  or  from  the 
Burnt-district'Loau.  The  only  difference  i^  that 
the  One  is  borrowed  and  the  other  is  laxed  diiect- 
ly  to  the  people,  ihereforel  am  disposed  to  de- 
feat the  order  they  bring  in  hercj  if  the  majority 
of  the  committee  wish  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— 3^e  gentleman  has  been  re- 
freshing my  memory  a  little  by  his  remarks.  He 
said  he  was'afraid  to  send  this  matter  back  to  this 
Board  for  fear  he  would  lose  it,  and  he  does  pot 
appear  to  have  much  faith  in  it. 
Alderman  HaU— I  rather  like  sham  fights,especial  - 
ly  in  one's  own  communities,  but  this  thing  pleases 
me  too  well.  This  idea  of  pavine  Kilby  street  with 
burnettized  blocks  and  puddled  roacj  bed,  as  tt^ 
gentleman  called  it,  I  do  not  like.  It  must  be  ev\- 
dent  that  Kilby  street  is  not  suitable  to  be  paved 
with  wood.  Heavy  teams  will  pass  through  there 
constantly,  and  horsesdrawiiigheavy  loads  cannot 
stand  flnnly  on  these  wooden  pavements.  As  to 
•  this  iliscussiou  upon  what  ■  appro>priation  it  shall 
be  charged  to,  1  shall  let  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  have  his- way  and  vpte  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chainiian  upon  his  point  of  order. - 

The  Chairman— If  this  Board  thi^k  theyJjave 
made  an  error  in  passing  an  ord,^r,  it  -is  perfectly 
competeht  to  corr«ct  it  at  the  next  meeting.  In 
the  opinion  of  ch«^' hair,  it  is  not  proper  fof  this 
to  be  charged  totb^  fiurnt-Disti-ict  loan,  iaasmu<^ 
as  Kilby  street  wae  not  burnt  up. 


A  :J:  M.  ,^y^^y:  \.    X  S  ^{rl&rrr^i:  i-^iiH 


^m 


-  AlderiD«in  Peteis— Tlie  liue  &t  tUe  burnt  disteipt 
was^^^bout  forty  feet  fiomiKUby street. ,        .;   .,   , 
liie  C'liaijman— This  ifta  proper  'Older  topaseii 
ttiis  Board  sees  fit        :  '.    .     .     ., ,.     > 
..  Xbe  order  wa^-passed.    •...■• 

THE  ■VVATEE    ^OiBD. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  a  majority  vej>Qvt 
from  the^  Committer  en  Ordiuances^qn  tlie,  ordi- 
nance to  estabbs^b  a  water  lM>*i:d,  lecbmnieiifiing 
the  passage  of  the.ordina»<;«: submitted- by  the 
Committee  on  Watej:  in  a  iievy'^^lraft.  .  ,2,  .  ■.., 
The  changes  made  in  the  orirtinaucfe.  by.>tlae  flj.?^ 
jgrity  are  as  follows :  ,       -  .  .  ,-  •    .' 

In  Section  1.  Providing  that  vacancies  shall  pe 
filled  by  the  fttayor  with  the  consent  of ,  the,  City 
<3ouncil.    ■  .  •     •        jL         '•  '       '    '    L 

Ixx,  Sect.  2.  Pro  vid|jng  .that  the  Board  shall  report 
its  uoings  uhder'his  pectiouto  theCitvjCi>un<iil.  ,-_■-. 
In  Sect.  3.  Providing  that  all  the,  powers  ve'ste'd 
in  said  Board  shall  be  "su*bject,  however,, to  the 
authority  of  the  City  Council,  from  time  to  time 
by  ordinances,  orders  or  resolutions;  to  instruct 
said  board-  and  to  change  and  to  limit  its  powers"  ; 
al*o  "that  said  board  shall  report  its<k)ings  Under 
th's  section  to  the  City  Council,  aiid  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  correct,  fchauge  and  supervise  them"' 

In  S^tion  C.  Providing  that  bids  for  Mork  or 
fui-nishlng  material.%  shall  be  "iccompaftled  with  a 
bond  to  f he  city  "With  sufficient  sureties  or  col- 
lateral securities  to  be  approved  by  the  Whter 
Board,"  and  also  "that  the  bidder  and  the  sure- 
ties upoh  said  bond  shall,  if  required  by  the 
board,  sign  a  contract  for  the  performance  and 
fulfilment  of  his  bid  within  ttve  days  from  the 
time  when  Ire  is  notified  thsit-  said'  contract' is 
ready  for  execution,  aiid  incase  collateral  securi-i 
ties  accompany  any  bid  said-^  collateral  securities 
shall  be  held  as  secuiTty  for  the  peilormahce  of 
said  cwntract.''  '   ' 

In  Section  11.  Providing  that  the  present  Joint 
Standing  Committee  OH  Water  shall  perform  the 
duties  provided  iu  the"severith  and  ninth  sections 
during  the  remaindet  of  this  nrunicipal  y«ar  to  be 
performed  bV-the  Joint  Staiidirig  'Committee  oii 
the  Watw  Beparttnent."  ;      ■ 

Alderman  Peters  submitted  the  followihg  ininor-- 
itjy  report  :■ 

Had  the 'order  referrih"-  to  the  Committee  on 
Onlinances  the  leport  e:-TaibUshing;  a  Water  board 
for  the  city  of  Boston  beehaiiopted  as  first  offered 
in  the-Bbard  «f  Aldermeii  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8,  we*honkt  notbave  considered  it  our  duty 
to  present  a  minority  report ;  but  as  said  order 
was  ainended  on  motion  of  the  Alderman  from 
the  Charlesto-»^H  District;  so  as  to  t?ave  to  this 
committee  the-whole  eenrfderation  of  the  report, 
we  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  dissent  from  the 
report  recopimeirdlng  the  piissageof  ah  ordinance 
estilblishlng  a  water  board  hrihe  manher  stated 
in  said  ordinan'oe,  and  Taeg  leave  -to  present  our 
reasons  tlierefor. 

Thfe  tnestim'ablo  ahd  in  our  opinion  inalien- 
able birthright  of  th.^  people  of  Massachusetts 
is  tlie  privilege  (as  well  as  duty)  Of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Comnionwealth  of  electing  their  executive  offi- 
cers, and'  we  have  heard  of  no  rea-bn  given  for 
changing  this  method  in  the  cases  of  the  commis- 
sions lately  established  in 'the  city' of  Boston,  ex- 
cept that  the  i>eople  are  not  to  be 'trusted  with  the 
election  of  the  oftieials  composii^  these  cbmmis^ 
sions.  If  this  is  true,  let  us  recall  tb'e '  Appropria- 
tion btJl  and'strfke  therefrom  the  item  <n  about 
$2,000,000  for- ptiftlic  schools,  and  let' the  people 
take  a  step  towards  the  pure  and  yirtnous  igno- 
rance of  tne  days  when  the  -present  •city  charter 
was  first  adopted.  But  in  our  opinion  it  is  not 
true.  The  Sense  and  edrt/aftijou  of  th? people  of 
this  eommuhify  is  such  that^  it  is  in  instil  if  to  them 
to  endeavsr  to 'deprive- thejn  rff  their  right  to  elect 
theif  ow'n-ieA'ecutive  ©ffleers,  find  tliaf  sense 
and  education  can  he  relied  <>h"4;o  -choose  tlie  bes?t 
men.  as  W611  as,  ot- better  than., 'Bfie  Mayor  whom 
thej- ma.*  elfecf.         '  ;       ■    "-"'    ■  ' 

Appointed  commissions. are  X»Virepublifcan '  apd 
tHMiembcraticj-'we  do  not'  eoijsid^r'  ihat'even  a 
majorityof  the'inhibitants  havp  a  iTghtto-'estab- 
lish  such  commissrions,a8  the minoxity  have  anuu- 
diq>uJated  right  to  demand-that  the  ^ptecH^iveT  olfi- 
cets.o^f.  the  city  s^haJL  be  ;rp.-^pou.s|bli*  tpetlj^ .  p<^pple 
by  -wftom  they  irhftU  'b^^ec,tea. ,  We  l36Vup(iii  th^ 
establisljlniriit  ot^u6hi-<;pmmission^?'by  the  .ijity 
C'oiinciLas5t}irustmj;.upo-9j[,lie  i;hy.a.burdeii  vvJ-iicli, 
like  the  old  uran  of  Sindhatl,  wiai^Vi^aji^  cannflt,bfi 
throMak(<fE,-aad  <|)ne,v(fhwU(.fetUai^  jf  ^tisjy*  to^ead 
to  thegraVest  pon'tical  complications  au(l  be  the 
Gau8e.«f  ithe->*»i5fit e^Hiui>tio^itUat  thi^ trwnjnunity 
has  ever  seen.  With  'the  estaidlshment  of  more 
^.ptrintetUpopiittv^iQns,  -a-  political  >pp,wei;4night 
be  created,  should  W£;hav-(p,^«;o^-i-iqit^iByti4--Mork-. 
»^  with  .hi"*  o»^;i;8fpi}i>t  5^iWIii*4y*>^.'<t9i»ii:olltng 
iOffO  or  oOOD  voters  in  the  employ  of  ilb»iajiyjagiaiB*« 


which  th^ppsyier.oftUe  pe/jple  would  ,be.,^*erj;ed 

in  vain.  '  '     '     '  ,  "      ...'.' 

We  dis.sent  also  from,;  that  portion  of  .the  act 
Which  forbids  the  decreasing  the,  salarie.-5  during 
i;he  cerin  6r  office  for  which  the  commiV^opers 
may  have  been  aijpointed.  .This  also  is  "a  i.ew 
feature  in  the,  commission  departure, .  and ,  a  ne^v 
step  to  .sectire  their  foothold  when  oufe.  establish- 
,ed.  THe-se  officials  should  be  paid  whatjever  the 
City  Council  vote  them  each  year,  aiul  if  in  sopie 
tinie  of  j,-ve at  public  necessity  they  should  be 
voted'  a  s  mailer  salary  than  the  previous  yeai" 
'they  will  haye  the  privilege  of  resigning..  The 
fl.uatuatiug  value  of  the  ctirrency  also  .renders 
such  a  provision  unwise  Under  the  old, sjstem 
of  a  Legislative  Council  with  an  Executive  Board 
of  Aldermen,  c1i0;en  each  year,  the  city  of  Bo.ston 
has  thriven,  aijd  her  credit  stands  in  the  Old 
World  the  highest  of  any  of  the  cities  pf  the  New. 

Oh  account  of  the  couiinual  change  neither  pol- 
itics uor  corruption  has  f.ouri;-heu  in  the  City 
Hall,  and  we  believe  that  with  aa  increase  of  six 
in  the  number  of  Aldermen,  making  eighteen  in 
all,  elected  by  the  people  (perhaps  one-third  each 
year),  the  business  of  the  city  will  be  conducted 
more  econornically,  and  the  people  kept  up  to  the 
sen-e  of  their  own  lespoiisibility  and  their  duty 
of  electing  proper  men. 

Competent  beads  of  departments  withgood.com- 
mittees  will  manage  the  affairs  of  the"  city  better 
and  cheaper,  in  our  opiiion,  than  couuiiissions  will. 

We  therefore  respectfully  rexjort  tliat  it  js .inex- 
pedient to  legi.rlate  under  the  present  statute. 

Feancis  A.  Peteks. 
■        '    '  A.  J.  Hall. 

Both  reports  -v^ere  laid  upon  the  table  and  order- 
ed to  be  luiuted 

OFFICE  OF  THE  IXSPECTOK  OF  MILK. 

Alderman  llall  offered  the  following:  ■ 

Ordered,  That. the  Committee  on  PiiVlie  Build- 
ings be  authorizedto  furiiish  a  ^liitaMf  office  out- 
sicle  of  the  Ciry  HaUfor  the  accommodation  of  the 
Inspector  of  Milk ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  approjiriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Alaernian  Hall  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading  at  the  present  time. 

Aldeiman  A\  orthington—i  would  like  to  ki  ow 
the  object  pf  this  order,  and  what  is  intended  to 
be  cioue'withthe  Insi.ector  of  Milk  if  this  order 
passe.'i,  1  have  another  order  which  has  been 
handed  to  ine  by  the  Inspector  of  Milk,  who  says 
he  must  have  an  assistant,  so  that  when  applicants 
come  to  his  office  they  can  find  some  one  there  to 
attend  to  their  o/ders.    It    will   increase    the  ex- 

f)ense  of  the  department  six  or  eight  hundred  dol- 
ars.  I  do  not  object  to  the  order  so  far  as  .he  In- 
spector of  Milk  is  concerned,  for  I  think  we  can 
make  good  use  of  the  room,  but  if  he  goes  outside 
of  City  Hall  he  must  have  an  assistant,  so  that 
those  who  go  to  his  olHce  can  find  some  one  there 
to  take  their  orders. 

Alderman  Lmerj-— I  do  not  know  what  to  say 
about  that  order,  it  comes  so  near  an  order  that  "I 
offered  some  four  weeks  ago,  which  w as  indefin- 
itely postponed.  I  think  this  one  is  drawn  so  that 
it  could  come  into  this  Board  and  not  be  ruled  out 
by  tlie  Chairman.  That  order  designated  the  lo- 
cality to  which  the  Inspector  was  to  be  removed; 
thiSone  leaves  it  optional  -with  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  I  do  not  know  where  that  offi- 
cer could  be  put  unless  he  is  favorably  to  going 
Up  stairs.  .    ,  -'   '    ,  ' 

Alderman  Presqott-f-I  move  to  anfend  the  order 
by  adding  the  words  "ami  tliat'the.Ihspector  of 
Milk  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the'Board 
of  Health."  ■ 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 

Srevail.  I  went  to  >ee  the  Inspector  of  Milk,  and 
e  said  be  w.qitld ,  like  a  little  room  by  himself, 
l^erhaps  lie  mayne^dan  assistant, 'and  he  could 
secure  a  little  girl  at  a  cost  of  S3O0.  The  depart- 
ment is  ruivecojtiomically.and  I  do  ndt  see  the  neces- 
sity for.  putting-  thw  OJBjcer  upder  the  Board  of 
Health,  if  tdielJoard  of, Health  '.lave  nothing  to 
do,  let' us  find  something  for  ,^hem  to  db.  This 
officer  says,  give  him  a, little  loom where  you 
plea.'e;  he  dops  not  dicti^te  wh^i^e  it  sh.all  be, 
whetliijr  in  tv  cellar  or  an  attic?,  or  anywhere.  He 
is  willing  to  g'o'  anywhere  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic iiujlding,-^  chose  to  locate  him.  I  hope  the 
amendmeu,!  w,yi  not  prevail.  . 
Aiderm.iiiPrfetott— I.made  ,the  aiiienctment  in 

food  faith,  afldl'trust  it  will  prevail.     Here  is  a 
epartmejutin  charge  of  n<d>ody,  and. elsewhere  it 
Is  un tier' i^e  boards  ,<jf  health.        ,  :      ' 

4.1derm:iU.Cu,ttt'rT-i  raise  the  .fioirit  .of  order 
that  the  auieadiijieiit  is  pieci^ely  the  same  ,afe  a 
subject  now  lyvnjiiipou  the  table  in  this  Board, 
and  is  thei'ef  pre  uotlu  ograer, , 

The  Ch.T4rma4a— 1?he  point  }s  v\:eHtaken ;  the  sub- 
leot;,b.^Lug  a:  pi-esent  oujthe  tablej^^he  amendmeiit 
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'Alrieniian  Prescott  respectfully  appealed  frota 
the  (lecisjoii  of  the  Chair. 

The  Hoard  voted  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  order  wag  read  a  second  time  and 
passed.- 

THE  SEARS  DDKATION.  ,. 

'Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following: 

'Whereas,  Doubts  have  arisen  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain property  held  by  the  Fifty  Associates  througlj 
the  bounty  <t"f  the  late  David  Sears,  Esquire,  for  tne 
benefit  of'  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  under  deeds  referred  to  in  a  proposed  in- 
denture dated  January  22,  A.  D.  1874,  between  Fred- 
eric R  Sears  and  others,  a  copy  whereof  is  filed 
with  the  Citj'  Clerk,  and  [also  in  regard  to  certain 
real  estate  and  other  property  given  by  said  David 
Sears  to  the  said  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city 
of  Boston  for  the  establishment  and  endowment 
of  the  i^earston  Charter  House,  so-called,  by  deeds 
referred  to  in  a  proposed  indenture  dated  May  1, 
A.  D.  1874,  between  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
the  city  of  Boston  and  others,  a  copy  whereof  is 
also  filed  with  the  City  Clerk,  and  it  is  projiosed 
that  all  parties  who  may,  possibly,  be  interested 
in  said  property  and  its  application,  should  exe- 
cute by  way  of  compromise  each  of  said  indent- 
ures, subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  of  this  Commonwealth— 

Voted,  That  the  city  of  Boston  approve  said 
compromise,  and  that  said  indentures  be  executed 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston  by 
the  Mayor,  and  the  corporate  seal  of  the  city 
affixed, "and  any  proceedings  or  answeVs  in  equity 
necessary  or  proper  for  obtaining  the  sanction  of 
the  Supreme  Court  thereto  be  also  executed  and 
filed  in  coiu't  by  said  city. 

On  motion  of  "Alderman  Hall,  the  order  and  ac- 
companying papers  on  the  subject  Were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

ASSJ2SSMEXT9    ABATED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  oii 
Paving- 
Ordered,  That  I'-^e  amount  of  ifSS  17,  asgesse  1  to 
Benjamin  JohnsOh  for  edge>toiies  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  as  fol- 
lows: Samuel  B.  and  J.  H6iuer  Pleice,  §15  99; 
Beniarain  Johnspn,  .$17  18. 

Oi'ilered,  That  the  sum  of  $65  15,  assessed  to 
Horgan  Brothers  for  edgestones  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  J. 
Warren  Fanon. 

OuIerud,That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  §29  78, 
to  Henry  C.  Adains,  oii  Gates  street,  be  abated, 
and  the  "same  assessed  to  John  ^.  Colby  and  Jona- 
than Wales. 

Ordered ,  That  the  amount  of  .¥22  34,  assessed  to 
E.  Buel  and  R.  A.  Gibson  for  sidewalks  on  Silver 
street,  corner  of  A  street,  be  abated,  and  the  same 
assessed  to  Orison  Adains  &  Sons. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  of  .'^17  73,  being  the 
sidewalk  assessment  of  Eben  Jackson,  No.  46  Sil- 
ver street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  asssessed  to 
Hugh  Ferguson. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $2  58  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  to  AVilliam  Rafferty  on 
West  Eighth  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $8165,  assessed  to  Del- 
aporte,&  B.lombeig  for  sidewalk  on  Dorchester, 
corner  of  Newiiian  .street,  be  abated,  and  the 
same  assessed  to  A.  G.  Delaporte. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $115  79,  assessed  to 
cemetej-v,  Ea^t  Fifth  street,  be  abated,  and  the 
same  be'a-sessed  to  proprietors  of  Union  Cemetery. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22  73,  assessed  to 
Robert  Swan  and  J.  W.  Southwiek,  for  siJewalk^ 
jSo.  81  Gold  street,  be  abated,  and  the  saiiie  as- 
sessed on  George  W.  SoutHworth. 

Orcjered,  That  the  sum  of  S20,  being  amount  as- 
sessed for'  edgestones  on  Dorchester  avenue  to 
Nicholas  Cronin,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assesJed 
to  Nicholas  Corcoran. 

Ordered.TO  abate  the  sum  of  $84  60  from  the 
sidewalk  assessment  of  Cynthia  A.  Bichino'nd  on 
Dorchester,  corner  of  Tuckermaii  street,  the  same 
being  assessed  In  error; 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed.  '       ■; 

Kt;PORTS  O'F  COMMITTEI^  ON  HEALTH.  ; 

By  Alderman  Worthington  f or  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health —  '        '  '. 

Report  on  Communication  of  Board  of' Health 
resijecting  a  hospital  for  contagip.us  diseases, 
recommending  tlie  passage  of  the  aecoinpanjring 
order : 

Ordered,  Tha't  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health  be  and  they  are  heretiy  authorized  to  pur- 
chase, with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
an'd  the  Board  of  Health,  a  eiiitable  lot  of  land 
Within  the  limits'  of  the  city  ofBoston  for  the  lo- 
cation of  a  li^ospital  for  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases'-,  the  expense  net  to  exceed  the  surii  of 
twenty-flVetho'usand  dollars,  and  to  be  transfer- 
red for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved  Fwtid.  • 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 


they  are  hereby  Ruthortzed  io  contract  with  -Wil- 
liam Ring  of  Brighton  for  the  removal  of  night 
soilfrora  W^rd  IW,  for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  May  1,1874,  at  the  rate  of  64  per  loa<l  of 
eighty  cubic  feet;  the  expense  to  b©  bornfr  by  par- 
ties ordering  the  clearing  of  vaults. 
Read  once.  '    •    -i*"'    i^^^- 

By  Alderman  Worthington.  for  tjie'  Oomtnittee 
oft  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Reports  rec- 
ommending the  granting  of  petitions  for  leave  to 
erect  stables ;  by  Daniel  A.  Brown,  Boyfeton  avenue, 
near  Green  street,  Ward  17;  James  A.  Munroe, 
Foster  street,  near  South  street;  George  Martin, 
on  court  in  rear  of  160  H  street;  Mary  A.  Cook, 
Michigan  avenue  (Ward  16);  and  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Timothy  O'Re- 
gan,  Paris  street,  between  Porter  and 'Marlon 
streets.    Severally  accepted.  ■'» 

ARSIOKY  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildr 
ings  be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  repairs 
and  alterations  in  the  old  High  School  building, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson  street, 
for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  said  buUtling  for 
use  as  an  armory  (to  be  occupied- by  CompaLy  I, 
First  Regiment,  and  Company  C,  Fourth  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.)  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  PublicJBuildi^gs. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the,  order 
take  its  second  reading  at  the  piesent  .seesion. 

AldermanCutter— Have  the  school  board  sur- 
rendered this  scboolhoiise? 

Al  Jermaii  Worthington— II;  ha<s  been  vacant  foi 
the  la!-t  two  years,  and  is  now  used  by  the  Univer- 
salist  Church,  who  pay  no  rent  for  it .  This  propo-i 
sition  meets  v/itli  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Armories  and,  I  think,  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  J5nil,dings.  It  has  not  been  pccupied  for 
two  years.  By  making  tliese  alterations  we  shall 
receive  $120O  rent  for  it  f ro(ij  the  State. 

Alderman  Emery— From  the  explanations  given 
to  meiudividuaUy^aJid  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  alterations 
could  be  made  for  a  small  sum,  and  I  presume  it 
is  a  very  proper  arrangement.  It  has  not  been  in 
use  for  a,  considerable  length  of  time 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  happy  to  know  tljat  one 
district  is  Jfurnished  with  amplei.  jichool  room. 
As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  I  find  that  srhool  jfoom  i^ 
short  in  i>eafly  all  localities,  and  the  ques- 
tion occurs  to  me  whether ,  it  is  iudiei.QU^^  to 
turn  n  schoolhouse  into  an  arinorj'.  Ii  this  school- 
house  is  to  be  wanted  in  two  or  three  veais,  asis 
oftenihecasein.diilerent  Joealj^ies,  then  it  will 
not  be  desirable  to  inake  thi?>.  change.  I  da  not 
propose  to  vote  to  turn  this  building  into  an 
armory  and.before  another  year  is  out  to  ;ippropri- 
ate  fortj'  thousand  dollars  for  a  new  schoolhouse 
in  that  .section. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  alterations  Qon- 
tenjplated  are  to  take  out  one  flight  of  stairs  and 
give  ai  little  more  room.  It  will  then  be  just  as 
g'Qod  for  a  schoolhouse  as  it  is  now.  There  is  no 
occasion  for  two  flights  of  stairs  leading  into  one 
schoolroom.  ,  Why  it  was  built  so,  I  cannot  see. 
The  alteratidsns  will  majve  the  house  better  for 
school  purposes,  if  it  is  ever  nee<led  a^ain. 

Alderman  Peters— If  this.schoolhQuse  has  been 
used  as  a  (Church,  and  this  application  now  made 
is  to  use  it  for  an  armory,  I  am  afraid  there  might 
be  some  cbufliijt  between  the  Church  militant  and 
the  Chuj-ch  triumphant.  I  move  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  ttie  Cpmmith;pe  on  Public  instruction. 

Alderman  Hall:— JThis- building  has  been  idle  for 
two  years,  and  cp.n  be  adyautag;^ously  used  as. ao 
armory.  I  hope,  the  order  will .  Ive  pa,*sed  and  not 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Aidcrman  Cutter— I  hoj.  e  the  Board  will  under- 
stand that  if  we  do  get  $1200  a..y«ar  for  this 
armory,  the  city  has  to  p9,y  forty  p<er  cent  of  it;.. 

The  nwtion  ojf  ,^lderinan  Pesters  was  lost  and  tb« 
order  was  i;ead  a  ^ecjond  time  and  passed. 

!     ^  r  -  INSPECTOR  OF  MILK. ,  ' 

■  Aldenna»  PrescQtt  moved  to  take  from  the  ta- 
ble'Alderroan  Ojittw's  njotion  to  reeo.nsider  the 
vote  wh?rel>y  the  order  was  passed  to'  place  the 
Inspector  of' Milk  under  direction  of  tbe  Bokrd  of 
Health,  to  whom  he  shall  mate  l:eport,  etc.,  ahd 
askcfl  for  the  re»s  and  n»j'i».  ■  '■  ' 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  the  Board  adjourn; 
Lost.      ■'■■■■         •'■  ■■•■    ^      ■  '      "•    ■'  ■" 

The  motion  of  Aldennan^^eeott  was  lost  by  i. 
tierote.  '  '■■  •  "'    •''  '  '  -"' 

Yea»~Alvt«rHifen  C»ttter>  Etticiy,'  Harris,  Tretii 
cott,  ettVibfiMt,  WcWtblBgton— 6.  -   ' 

N.SVS— Aldermen  BigeloW,  Brooks.  Clark,  HallJ 
Petei*.  Power— 6.  ■ 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       C  O  U  N  C  1 1. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    yi,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  (). 
Shepard,  I'resident,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Henry  T.  Knight,  Maynard  &  Rice, 
James  Manning,  Leonard  Day.  Severally  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

Preamble  and  vote  authorizing  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  execute,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  certam  indentures  concern- 
ing land  and  other  proi)erty  given  by  David  Sears 
to  said  overseers,  on  conditions  referred  to  there- 
in. Referred  to  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  in  concurrence. 

Comumnication  from  the  Street  Commissioners 
on  taking  land  for  extension  of  Clifton  street,  and 
resolve  and  order  from  said  commissioners  for 
widening  Leverett  street  on  the  southwest  side, 
corner  of  Charles  street.  Severally  referred  to 
Committee  on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  place  the  Fort-Hill  wharf  in  charge  of 
the  Paving  Department,  for  storage  of  gravel  and 
paving  blocks. 

Mr.Flynnof  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  order  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  for  this  reason :  At  the  time 
of  ^he  purchase  of  this  wharf  from  W.  R.  Clark, 
there  was  an  agreement  that  he  should  continue 
to  have  the  wharf,  or  should  have  the  preference, 
until  such  time  as  he  might  desire.  The  matter  of 
letting  the  wliaif  has  been  considered  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  and  has  been  referred  to  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  Aldermen  Clark  and 
Harris  and  myself,  and  they  have  not  yet  reported. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Order  to  place  city  documents  and  publications 
in  general  charge  and  at  the  disposal  of  commit- 
tees controlling  the  appropriations  to  which  they 
are  charged.  Read  twice  and  passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  AVater  to  con- 
sider expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  to  con- 
vey away  the  impurities  discharged  into  Mystic 
Pond  from  Winchester  and  Woburn,  and  report 
on  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  said  the  subject  of  sewer- 
age is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  and  a  report  would  be  had  from 
them  before  a  great  while.  He  moved  to  lay  the  or- 
der on  the  table,  which  was  carried.  Subsequent- 
ly, on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  order  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  shoidd  like  some  reason 
why  there  should  be  a  different  disposition  of  this 
matter  from  that  which  was  before  proposed. 
The  reason  given  for  laying  it  upon  the  table  was 
equally  good,  whether  the  order  was  referred 
either  to  the  Committee  on  Water  or  Sewers.  I 
move  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  20—1  do  not  object  to  the 
reference,  and  merely  wish  to  explain  the  object 
of  my  previous  motion.  A  mistake  in  the  printed 
order  of  proceedings  led  lue  to  think  that  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  was  meant  instead  of  the 
Committee  on  Water,  as  the  order  reads,  and  I 
thought  it  was  bad  policy  to  have  the  same  matter 
in  the  hands  of  two  committees.  The  Committee 
on  Water  have  had  petitions  before  them,  and 
have  been  in  consultation  with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
reference. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Board. 

Order  authorizing  old  High  School  Building, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson  street, 
to  be  altered  and  repaired  for  an  armoi-y  for  Com- 
pany I,  First  Regiment,  and  Company  C,  Fourth 
Battalion. 

Mr.  I'erkms  of  Ward  16—1  move  that  this  order 
lie  upon  the  table.  I  do  not  wish  any  member  of 
the  committee  to  think  that  I  question  the 
wisdom  of  the  conclusion  arrivecl  at  by  the 
committee,  as  evidenced  in  the  order  before 
the  Council,  but  the  facts  in  the  case  are 
these:      One     of     the     companies— I     do     not 


know  which — has  been  raised  by  Captain 
Howe,  and  most  of  the  members  live  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Uphani's  Corner  and  the  South  End,  while 
the  building  proposed  to  be  refitted  is  a  mile  or  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  their  residences,  and  the  cap- 
tain says  he  does  not  think  he  will  be  aljle  to  get 
the  men  to  go  to  the  armory.  I  do  not  think  the 
committee  were  familiar  with  the  facts  in  the 
case,  and  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  who  is  not  present,  was  surprised  to 
see  the  order  reported  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men last  Monday.  I  do  not  think  that  the  com- 
mittee are  aware  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain  an 
armory  near  Upham's  Comer.  There  is  some  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  people  in  regard  to 
changing  this  building  for  an  armory,  and  I  think 
the  c!ouucil  will  see  the  propriety  of  laying  this 
order  upon  the  table  tiU  further  information  can 
be  obtained,  and  until  an  amendment  can  be  pre- 
pared to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  case. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer,  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  apppropriation  for  Salaries,  of 
$3900,  and  that  $110  95  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  City  Registrar's  Department,  to  pay 
the  claim  of  Michael  Norton  for  those  amounts. 
Order  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Arthur  W.  Austin 
jn  place  of  Charles  H.  Greene  on  the  Commission 
to  Revise  the  City  Charter.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  Central  Wharf  Corporation 
$35,000,  for  a  sewer  through  said  wharf,  on  account 
of  Atlantic-avenue  Improvement.  Passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  fixing  salaries  as  follows:  Drawtender 
North  Harvard-street  Bridge,  $209  per  annum; 
drawtender  Cambridge-street  Bridge,  $250  per 
annum;  di-awteuder  Western-avenue  Bridge,  $250 
per  annum ;  provided  the  same  amounts  are  paid 
by  the  city  of  Cambridge.  Passed,  iu  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Dover-street  Bridge  $300  per  annum  additional, 
for  assistance  in  operating  the  draw  of  said 
briige. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10 — This  proposal  to  raise 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Dover-street 
Bridge,  I  do  not  believe  in.  It  came  before  the 
committee,  and  they  recommended  it.  I  have 
since  looked  into  the  question,  and,  as  one  of  the 
committee,  I  do  nol  see  any  reason  why  the  salary 
should  be  raised.    I  trust  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14 — It  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  any  adequate  reason  has  been  given  for 
this  increase  of  salary.  As  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10,  the  matter  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Salaries  and  was  fixed  for  the  year, 
unless  justifiable  circumstances  for  a  change  are 
shown.  I  think  it  should  remain  as  it  is  for  the 
year.  It  would  ofCer  a  bad  precedent,  as  some 
friend  of  a  city  officer  might  at  any  time  come  in 
here  and  make  representations  which  would  se- 
cure an  increase  of  salary.  According  to  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen on  this  order,  it  appears  that  some  200  ap- 
plications for  this  position  were  made.  It  was  not 
urged  in  this  case,  as  it  was  in  another,  that  we 
should  lose  the  services  of  a  valuable  servant  if 
his  salary  was  not  raised.  The  salary  is  certainly 
not  less  novi'  than  heretofore,  and  unless  there  has 
been  some  material  shrinkage  in  values,  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  that  the  increase 
should  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— In  order  to  give  time  to 
look  into  the  matter  and  to  be  able  to  state  defi- 
nitely every  point,  I  move  that  the  order  lie  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  move  that  the  order  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  I  think  we  are  ready  to  decide  this 
question  tonight.  I  am  able  to  vote  intelligently. 
If  I  thought  this  man  was  competent  to  tUl  the 
place,  that  he  was  courteous  and  agreeable  to  the 
citizens,  I  would  vote  to  give  him  three  hun- 
dred dollars  additional.  But  from  all  the  facts 
that  I  have  been  in  possession  of,  it  is  proved 
conclusively  to  me  that  he  is  not  a  proper  person 
for  this  position.  He  is  insulting  to  citizens  and 
probably  costs  mechanics  hundreds  of  dollars  a 
week  by  the  discount  on  their  time,  which  he 
could  save  them  by  not  slamming  the  gate  in  their 
faces.  I  hope  the  reference  will  not  be  made  and 
that  we  shall  decide  tonight  either  to  give  him  the 
salary  or  not. 
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Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Why  I  wish  the  matter 
referred  to  the  committee  is  this:  I  have  heard 
that  this  oftioer  has  every  opiortunity  to  make 
money  be?iue*  what  he  receives  from  the  city.  I 
understand,  from  reading  the  reports  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  that  he  acts  as  pilot  for  vessels,  but 
■  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  If  he  makes 
sufficient  money  from  that  source  to  hire  help 
in  turning  the  draw  and  clearing  the  snow  off  the 
tracks,  it  would  he.  a  consideration  with  me  wheth- 
er or  not  I  should  vote  for  this  increase.  That 
question  did  not  come  up  before  the  Committee  on 
Salaries.  As  for  the  officer's  good  character,  I 
know  uothinn;  about  that,  but  I  do  know  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  get  a  man  to  exercise  the  duties  of  draw- 
tender  and  preserve  that  equanimity  of  temper 
possessed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  I 
have  often  had  the  draw  of  the  Charles- 
town  bridge  shut  in  my  face — even  I,  a 
member  of  the  City  Government— and  I  have 
had  to  bear  that  disregard  of  the  respect 
due  my  high  position,  as  well  as  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12.  This  man  receives  $1400,  jnd 
.spends  $600  lor  assistance,  and  has  only  $800  left. 
Every  gentleman  knows  that  $800  is  not  sufficient 
to  support  any  man,  no  matter  what  position  he 
occupies.  I  understand  the  house  on  the  bridge 
is  not  inhabitable ;  the  noise  on  the  bridge  at 
night  is  sufficient  to  keep  anyone  awake,  and  he 
merely  occupies  that  house  for  parties  who  assist 
him  during  the  night.  We  raiseci  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  and  a  precedent  has 
been  made.  This  officer  needs  an  increase  of  sal- 
ary just  as  much  as  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
did.  I  do  not  know  but  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  may  have  some  way  of  making  money ;  I 
am  not  a  judge  of  that.  AjI  I  know  of  this  case  is 
the  man  petitioned  for  an  increase  of  salary  and 
the  committee,  being  liberal-minded  men,  gave  it 
to  him.  My  object  in  moving  to  refer  the  order 
back  is  that  the  committee  may  consider  the  sub- 
ject again. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  performs  the  duties  of  Si'perintend- 
ent  of  that  bridge.  As  to  bis  character,  I  know 
nothing  about  it;  even  if  I  did  I  would  not  go  into 
it  here,  for  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  proper  place 
for  the  discussion  of  private  character.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  salary  paid  him  is  sufficient,  and  indeed 
•more  than  ouglit  to  be  paid  for  the  position.  I 
frequently  pass  by  there,  probably  two  or 
three  tinies  a  day,  and  very  often  see  boys 
not  more  than  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  old  turn- 
ing that  draw  without  any  assistance  from  the 
Superintendent.  Therefore  I  claim  that  his  duties 
are  light.  In  summing  up  the  number  of  vessels 
which  passed  through  the  bridge  last  year,  I  find 
that  the  total  amount  of  work  done  by  him,  al- 
lowing ten  hours'  work  per  day,  would  be  no  more 
than  twenty- two  weeks  in  a  year.  It  takes  no 
more  than  ten  minutes  to  turn  the  draw  and  allow 
a  vessel  to  pass  through.  I  believe  that  the  pre- 
vious Superintendent  only  receivecf  about 
$700  a  year,  with  the  house,— it  may  have 
been  a  little  more,  but  he  never  received  $1400  as 
the  present  incumbent  does;  and  at  that  time  we 
all  know  that  the  expenses  of  living  were  more 
than  they  are  at  present.  In  consideration  of 
what  he  has,to  do,  I  consider  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  this  bridge  is  paid  more  than  he  ought  to 
have. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Did  the  foimer  Superin- 
tendent of  the  bridge  carry  on  any  other  business 
during  the  time  he  held  the  position? 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7 — I  think  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
matter  is  somewhat  mixed.  I  do  not  think  I  can 
understand  it,  and  I  do  not  want  to  vote  unless  I 
do  understand  it.  The  gentlemen  who  represent 
Wards  7  and  12  ought  to  be,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
are,  competent  to  pass  upon  this  question.  I 
should  be  willing  to  leave  the  whole  matter  with 
the  representatives  of  those  two  wards.  But  it 
seems  to  me  somewhat  mixed  now.  I  have  not 
yet  clearly  understood  it ;  perhaps  that  is  my  own 
fault.  If  any  gentleman  from  either  of  those  two 
wards  can  state  the  particulars  of  the  case  I 
should  be  happy  to  coincide  with  them  in  what  is 
right.  But  by  this  desultory  statement  of  facts  I 
cannot  understand  them.  I  should  hope  that  some 
gentleman  would  n.ake  it  clear  whether  a  necessi- 
ty exists  tor  the  increase  of  this'  man's  salary ; 
it  it  does,  I  should  be  ready  and  willing  to  vote  for 
it,  and  it  not  I  shall  not.  If  either  of  those  gen- 
tlemen can  make  a  statement  to  the  Council  of  the 
necessities  of  the  case  I  should  hope  it  may  be 
done.    I  want  information  upon  the  subject,  but  I 


do  not  want  to  vote  without  knowing  the  necessi- 
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The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  order  was  indefinitely 
postponed,  in  non-concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $60,000  to  be  added 
to  the  appropriations  for  the  Extension  of  Water 
Works  in  Wards  13, 14, 15  and  16,  and  to  cover  the 
expeise  of  making  surveys  for  the  extension  of 
the  water  works  in  Wards  17  and  19.  Passed— yeas 
C3,  nays  0. 

Order  for  the  ajjpointment  of  a  joint  special 
committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  17th  of  June  in  Charle.stown  District, 
at  an  expense  of  $800,  as  in  said  order  set  forth. 
Passed— yeas  47,  nays  0— and  Messrs. Pray  of  Ward 
21,  Sibley  of  Ward  20  and  Long  of  Ward  22  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  J.  A. 
King,  for  leave  to  erect  a  woor;eu  building  on 
Leonard  street.  Ward  16.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of 
Francis  J.  Downes,  that  a  bond  for  land  on 
Albany  street  be  cancelletl  and  a  new  bond  and 
■  agreement  be  issued  therefor.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  W.  S.  & 
George  O.  Wiley,  that  a  bill  against  the  Charles- 
town  Fire  Department,  incurred  in  1S73,  be  paid. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

REPORTS  OF    OOMMITTETES. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Report  in 
favor  of  granting  petition  of  J.  H.  George,  for 
leave  to  enlarge  wcoden  building  on  Second  street, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  grant- 
ing the  same  according  ro  an  application  on  file  in 
the  Department  for  the  Sui-v«y  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  the  President,  f  ^r  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  jietition  of 
the  Charlestown  Infant  School  and  Children's 
•  Home  Association,  for  an  appropriation  for  its 
use — Report  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  the  petitioners,  for  the 
reason  that  the  City  Council  has  no  authority  to 
appropriate  moueyfor  such  a  purpose.   Accept&d. 

THE  SUMNER   MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  Uie  Sum- 
ner memorial  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  City 
Council  in  addition  to  the  number  authorized  to 
be  printed  under  an  order  of  the  City  Council 
-passed  April  25, 1874;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — How  many  copies  of  the 
Tolume  have  already  been  authorized  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — We  have  already  passed 
an  order  for  a  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
City  Government.  Since  that  order  was  passed 
I  have  myself  had  applications  from  mai.y 
States  of  the  Union  and  from  various  indi- 
TidualS  of  our  own  city  and  State  request- 
ing copies.  Upon  consultation  with  many 
members  of  the  City  Government  and  city  officials 
I  have  thought  proper  to  introduce  this  order.  I 
believe  that  5000  copies  would  be  properly  distrib- 
uted if  they  were  ordered  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment. A  thousand  have  been  ordered,  and  this 
contemplates  as  many  more.  Hon.  Carl  Schurz 
has  written  here,  requesting  that  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  may  be  furnished  with  copies 
of  that  document,  and  from  the  large 
number  of  applications  which  have  been 
made,  it  was  thought  that  an  order  of  this 
kind  was  proper  to  be  introduced.  I  should  hope  ■ 
that  the  order  will  pass  without  any  objection.  I 
think  it  will.  One  thousand  copies  is  a  very  small 
number  when  we  consider  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Sumner,  the  members  of  the  City  Government, 
the  State  authorities  and  the  parties  who  feel 
specially  interested  in  this  matter.  The  expense 
will  be  proportionately  vei-y  much  le^s  than  that 
of  the  first  thousand,  if  the  order  is  passed 
at  once.  The  type  now  being  set  up  and 
not  having  been  distributed,  a  considerable  en- 
pen.'e  will  be  saved.  If  I  were  to  have  my  voice 
I  would  say  five  thousand  more  instead  of  one.  I 
think  the  request  a  reasonf,ble  one,  and  hope  the 
order  will  pass  without  objection. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reailing. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  would  inquire  whether 
the  gentleman  has  information  that  these  copies 
are  to  be  distributed  among  members  of  the  City 
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QtyreTTimeiTt,  or  remain  in  the  hands  of  a  commit- 
tee to  be  (lispo.^iul  of  ;us  they  pk-ase.  I  wmld  like 
to  k!i(nv  whether  I  am  to  set  my  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  ShaAN  of  W.aixl  5 — Thai,  is'a  i)roper  (picstion 
to  be  asked.  I  sliould  hope  that  the  additional 
number  would  be  dii5tnbnte(l  ctptnlly  in  every  re- 
spect amonj!;  the  members  of  tlie  City  (iovem- 
nient,  to  be  used  as  they  may  see  fit.  lam  vi'rry 
liapjiy  indeed  that  the  (gentleman  has  made  that 
proi)osition.  It  is  an  eminently  proper  and  fitting 
one. 

The  order  was  passed. 

FOUHTH  OF  JULY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  the  order 
for  tlie  appointment  of  n  conmiittec  to  arrange  for 
the  eelebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  tlie  expense 
of  the  celebration  not  to  exceed  $25,000,  was  taken 
frem  the  table,  read  a  second  time  and  passed — 
yeas  55,  nays  0.  The  President  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing-named gentlemen  as  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Cctmcil : 

Messrs.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Pease  of  Ward  1, 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  Abbott  of  Waid  a,  I'oweis  of 
Ward  4,  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  ffine  of  Ward  6,  Martin 
of  Waid  7,  Page  of  Ward  9,  Brackett  of  Ward  10, 
Cudworth  of  Ward  If,  Dean  of  Ward  12,  Train  of 
Ward  13,  DavLs  of  Ward  14,  Thachca-  of  Ward  15, 
Perkins  of  Ward  IG,  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Moley 
of  Ward  18,  Dacey  of  Ward  20,  Kent  of  Ward  21, 
Hicks  of  Ward  22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  President 
was  added  to  the  Committee. 

SWETT-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature  now  in  session  f^r 
the  passage  of  an  act  requiriug  the  owners  of  es- 
tates situated  and  lying  within  the  district  bound- 
ed by  Hampden  street,  Swett  street,  Gerard  street 
and  Norfolk  avenue,  to  raise  the  grades  of  their 
said  estates,  so  as  to  secure  the  i^roper  drainage 
thereof ,  and  in  case  of  their  failure  or  neglect  so 
to  do  within  a  reasonable  time,  authorizing  the 
city  of  Boston  to  enter  upon  and  fill  the  estates, 
anil  charge  the  expense  thereof  upon  said  owners. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  WATEK  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
took  lip  the  special  assignment  for  half -past  eight 
o'clock,  l)eing  the  resolve  and  order  for  taking 
waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  city.    (City  Doc.  No.  17.) 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  no  one  seems  ready 
to  start  tht,  discussion  of  this  (luestion,  I  will  be- 
gin by  asking  tlie  gentleman  from  Ward  12  a  few 
questions  on  the  interei-tiug  remarks  which  he 
made  the  other  evening  in  stating  his  reasons  for 
the  minoritj;  report.  Ttie  reasons  are  very  fully 
and  instructively  given  indeed,  and  are  perfectly 
intelligible  to  my  mind,  with  a  few  exceptions.  The 
two  chief  points  he  relies  upon  aie,that  his  is  cheap- 
er than  tlie  Farm-Pond  scheme  proposed  by  the 
City  Engineer,  and  that  the  water  will  be  improved 
by  lestiiig  for  a  time  at  Lake  Cochituate  and  be- 
coming aerated.  'Ihe  latter  point  I  do  noc  propose 
to  discuss  now.  But  on  the  item  of  cheapness 
1  should  like  a  little  information.  The  gentle- 
man from  Word  12,  at  the  end  of  the  printed  City 
Document  No.  50,  stated  the  two  comparative  esti- 
mates of  the  cost,  first  of  the  Farm  Poud  scheme, 
summing  up  eleven  millions :  and  se<;ond  his  own 
plan,  callett  the  old  route,  five  millions  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  There  is  a 
great  difference  between  the  two — some  six  mil- 
lions, the  Engineer's  scheme  being  double  the  ex- 
pense of  that  favored  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  On  looking  over  the  figures  on  which  he 
bases  his  estimates,  there  are  one  or  two  things 
which  I  want  to  ask  a  question  about.  The  first 
under  the  Farm  Pond  scheme  proposes  a  con- 
duit over  the  Cochituate  line  at  a  cost  of 
$2,000,000,  whereas  no  such  item  ai)pears  in 
his  own  scheme.  In  the  Engineer's  estimate, 
$4,788,318  are  estimated  for  a  conduit  from  Farm 
Pond,  inc'nding  gate  chambers,  waste  weirs,  cul- 
verts, siphons,  with  on<^  line  of  forty-eight-inch 
jnpes,  inlet  chambers,  tunnels,  etc.,  and  is  the  larg- 
est estimate  made  for  a  conduit.  I  do  not  under- 
stand why  that  $2,000,0<)0  should  be  added  there, 
and  not  put  into  the  minority  scheme.  Of  course 
it  is  entirely  independent  of  the  two  schemes. 
The  old  conduit  does  not  need  repairing  any  more 
in  one  case  than  in  the  other,  and  I  do  not  under- 
stand there  is  any  more  necessity  for  rebuilding 


the  other  conduit  in  case  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Fanii  Pond  scheme  than  in  adopting  the  minority 
scheme.  1  am  informed  by  the  City  Engineer  that 
he  does  not  think  that  there  is  any  necessity 
for  rebuilding  the  Cochituate  conduit.  He  says 
ten  thousand  dollars  will  put  that  conduit  ui  r'e- 
l)air  as  soon  as  he  can  have  a  few  wcekn'  time. 
He  does  not  know  or  lecognize  any  necessity  for 
rebuilding  the  ))resent  Cochituate  conduit.  Will 
the  gentleman  give  me  the  reasons  why  he  should 
add  in  that  large  item  of  two  millions  in  the  Bi'.- 
gineer's  estimate  and  not  in  his  own? 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— In  regard  to  the  matter 
of  two  millions  additional  for  the  new  conduit 
built  on  the  Cochituate  line,  I  contend  that  it  will 
requite  about  five  years— the  Engineer  admits  that 
it  will  require  four  or  five  years  to  build  the  con- 
duit pioposed  by  the  Water  Board— ana  therefore 
we  cannot  get  water  enough  through  the  jjresent 
conduit  to  last  that  time.  It  is  now  running  un- 
der some  fourteen  or  fifteen  inches  head  and  in- 
creasing every  day.  Of  course  four  or  five  years 
from  now  we  cannot  get  that  amount  of  water 
from  there.  Therefore  I  claim  that  another  con- 
duit must  be  built  on  that  route  in  order  to  sup- 
ply Boston  with  water.  I  did  not  fmt  that  in  the 
esti'iiate  for  the  Cochituate  route,  because,  of 
course,  we  would  then  have  three.  I  estimated 
one  of  about  the  same  capacity  at  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars  intead  of  two  millions  tor  the  reason 
that  the  conduit  is  placed  fom-  feet  higher  than 
the  other,  and  can  be  built  at  least  half  a 
million  dollars  cheaper.  We  do  not  have  to 
go  liown  into  the  quicksands  to  escape  all  that 
dangerous  digging,  and  it  therefore  must  be 
a  great  saving,  m  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
building  a  new  conduit,  I  do  not  claii ..  but  that 
the  old  one  can  be  used.  On  page  105  of  Document 
78,  it  reads  thus :  "Every  section  of  the  conduit  that 
was  repaired  this  season  was  in  an  unsafe  condi- 
tion, probably  i;ot  more  so  than  in  many  jiarts  of 
the  line,  and  f  would  urge  the  necessity  of  a  new 
conduit  being  built,  as  in  my  judgment  the  pies- 
ent  one  is  in  an  unsafe  condition  and  cannot  be 
relied  upon."  There  are  other  statements  in  the 
records  where  they  have  examined  the  conduit  in 
many  places  and  find  it  full  of  cracks,  new  cracks 
growing  wor.-e,  and  if  that  does  not  condemn  the 
present  conduit  I  do  not  know  what  it  means.  The 
matter  of  ;iJ4,788,000  is  taken  from  the  figures  of 
the  Engineer  of  the  price  he  has  estimated  his  con- 
duit to  cost.  I  find  no  fault  with  that  particular- 
ly, although  I  think  it  is  a  little  high ;  but  I  put  it 
down  athis  own  figiu'es.  I  think  the  estimate  for 
the  conduit  over  the  Cochituate  line  is  a  very  fair 
one.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  many  masons 
who  are  competent  to  build  those  works,  and  they 
say  that  it  can  be  done  for  that  money.  1  even 
consulted  with  the  gentleman  who  first  built  the 
work  through  that  deep  cut  this  side  of  the 
lake,  and  he  claims  that  the  work  can  be  done  for 
that  money,  and  there  is  u  3  difficulty  in  carrving 
it  out.  So  far  as  those  quicksands  are  concernea, 
he  says  they  will  never  interfere  with  it  at  ;ill. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  the  gentleman  wished  to  give  a 
wrong  impression  about  it.  There  is  really  no 
more  necessity  for  building  a  new  conduit  under 
the  Engineer's  Farm  Pond  scheme  than  there  is 
under  tliat  of  the  gentleman- so  that  it  is  slightfy 
misleading  to  add  in  two  million  dollars  into  the 
one  and  not  put  it  into  the  other,  unless  he  also 
states  that  in  that  event  the  summing  up  of  the 
Engineers  estimates  will  give  us  three  conduits, 
while  that  of  the  gentleman  himself  will  give 
us  only  two.  Ttuit  page  which  he  cites 
of  Document  78  of  1871  -2,  is  not  understood  to  mean 
what  the  gentleman  says  it  means.  It  was  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Stanwood,  an  officer  of  the  board,  and  I 
am  informed  that  it  means  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  building  a  new  conduit,  but  what  they 
need  is  a  new  supply  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
run  the  present  conduit  at  a  less  flow,  and  then  it 
■will  last  perfectly  well.  Then  the  gentleman  says 
it  will  take  five  years  to  build  the  new  Farm  Poud 
conduit,  and  therefore  we  will  have  to  build  a  new 
one  from  Lake  Cochituate.  I  think  that  is  incor- 
rect. The  Engineer  says  thi-ee  years  is  the  ex- 
treme limit  of  time  required.  The  gentleman 
from  Waril  12  shakes  his  head.  I  have  the  report 
of  the  majority  report  on  the  Sudbury  River 
scheme ;  the  time  required,  as  stated  there,  is  three 
full  working  seasons.  That  is  taken  from  the  En- 
gineer's estimate,  who  has  given  the  extreme  out- 
side time.  1  maintain  that  for  three  years  there 
will  not  be  any  necessity  for  building  a  new  con- 
duit to  Lake  Cochituate.  Of  course  there  will  be 
danger,  as  there  is  now,  but  there  will  be  no  more 
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than  there  is  now,  and  we  have  got  to  put  up  with 
it. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  think  I  can  find 
where  it  says  three  or  four  seasons :  I  place  it  at 
live,  and  I  think  it  very  dou))tful  if  it  will  fall 
short  of  four.  In  either  case  the  present  conduit 
will  not  ."apply  Koston  four  years.  I  contend  that 
the  conduit  on  the  Cocliituate  line  can  be  built  in 
one  season ;  therefore  the  present  conduit  wUl 
last,  if  we  need  no  other  supply  but  that,  while  we 
are  building  on  this  line.  But  if  we  build  it  on  the 
other  line  we  have  got  to  have  a  supply  from  that 
or  some  other  source.  If  we  could  spend  the 
monev  on  the  Mystic  it  would  be  as  well. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Wai'd  16—1  am  informed  that 
nothing  like  two  millions  is  required  to  put  it  in 
order  at  any  time.  It  can  be  made  perfectly  ad- 
equate to  keep  up  the  supply  for  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  perhaps  for  a  smaller  amount. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  putting  in  a  new  conduit, 
when  a  little  repairing  will  enable  the  present 
conduit  to  carry  the  present  amount  for  two  or 
ttsrae  years.  Then  the  next  item,  which  is 
an  indejjendent  question — the  gentleman  puts 
in  an  Item  into  the  Farm  Pond  echeme,  "Conduit 
leading  from  crossing  of  tributary  of  lake 
^300,000."  Hy  tiiat  Ipiesume  he  means  a  con- 
duit from  the  Engineer's  conduit  to  Lake  Cohcit- 
uate  along  the  brook.  In  regard  to  that  I  am  in- 
formed that  this  is  not  a  part  of  the  Engineer's 
scheme ;  that  there  is  no  intention  of  such  a  con- 
duit along  that  tributary ;  nothing  is  contemplated 
but  a  culvert  or  gate  opening  from  the  conduit  into 
this  brook.  The  water  will  be  run  from  this  Sudbury 
conduit  through  the  brook  into  Lake  Cochituate, 
and  there  is  no  necessity  for  or  intention  of  hav- 
ing a  conduit  there.  The  Engineer  hasniever  made 
any  estimate  for  that.  A  gate  would  have  to  be 
built  thej-e  any  way.  So  it  seems  tome  that  the 
§1300,000  is  inserted" there  unnecssarily. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— In  Document  No.  29, 
page  37,  speaking  of  the  propo.sed  conduit,  it  says 
— speaking  of  truils  to  ascertain  the  best  route  for 
a  conduit,  passing  along  from  Farm  Pond  to  South 
Natick, — "it  crosses  two  important  tributaries  to 
Lake  Cochituate,  at  one  of  which  provisions  will 
be  made  for  discharging  the  Sudbury  water  into 
the  lake  at  such  times  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire." Now  that  is  the  proposition  of  the  Engi- 
neer, foi^^when  1  first  proposed  to  build  a  conduit, 
and  put  in  an  order  for  that  purpose,  he  had  re- 
ported in  favor  of  a  conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to 
Lake  Cochituate.  I  think  I  can  show  it  in  two 
.  places.  If  we  need  a  conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to 
Lake  Cochituate,  we  cert.ainly  will  need  one  from 
tkis  crossing  of  the  tributary  down  to  the  lake.  I 
take  his  own  argument,  and  I  think  that  was  the 
intention. 

Mr,  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — The  explanation  of 
that  is  very  simple.  Of  course  the  conduit  is  very 
necessary  from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate,  if 
we  adopt  the  minority  scheme.  But  if  we  are  go- 
ing to  build  a  conduit  from  Farm  Pond  into  Chest - 
uut-HiU  Reservoir,  then  there  is  no  necessity  for 
one  from  Farm  Pond  to  the  lake.  I  understand 
from  the  engineer  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
such  a  conduit,  and  he  never  contemplated'  the 
nece..isity  for  one  unless  it  be  for  sunilus  water. 
The  bed  of  the  brook  is  all  th.^t  is '  necessary, 
and  would  cost  nothing  to  build ;  it  would  require 
only  a  gate  in  the  engineer's  conduit. 
or  gate. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  says  it 
means  only  turning  off  the  surplus  water.  I  do 
not  think  it  means  any  such  thing.  It  says  it 
"crosses  two  important  tributaries,  at  one  of 
which  provision  will  be  made  for  discharging  Sud- 
bury River  into  the  lake. 

Ml'.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — And  "at  such  times  as 
circiunstances  may  recjuire." 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  know  that 
there  can  be  anything  plainer  than  that.  If  you 
discharge  the  whole  water  through  the  conduit  at 
this  point,  or  rather,  if  it  is  necessary  to  discharge 
the  water  through  the  conduit  from  Farm  Pond 
to  Lake  Cochituate,  it  will  be  necessary  in  this 
case  to  have  a  conduit  there.  I  take  the  Engineer's 
own  theory,  and  it  will  hold  good. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — As  I  understand  the 
ground  taken  by  my  colleague  from  Ward  12,  they 
are  these :  He  has  claimed  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity whatever  for  anything  like  a  covered  conduit 
from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate.  He  con- 
tended that  the  present  open  conduit  is  sufficient, 
and  that  if  the  plank  which  makes  one  part  of  it 
should  be  changed  or  taken  away,  an  open  sluice- 
way would  be  all  that  is  required.  While  my  col- 
league has  contended  that  that   is  sufllcieut  the 


City  Engineer  has,  on  the  other  hand,  contended 
that  fl.  covered  conduit  was  necessary  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate,  and  includes  it  in  his 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  water  from  the  lake, 
that  is  to  get  the  water  of  the  Sudbury  River 
through  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate  and  from 
Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir.  He 
has  always  estimated  the  cost  of  a  covered  con- 
duit at  a  large  expense  from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake 
Cochituate.  Therefore,  my  colleague  says  when 
he  undertakes  to  turn  from  the  conduit  from 
Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate  the  waste 
water  of  Sudbury  River,  he  of  course  un- 
derstands that  he  is  estimating  for  a  conduit  from 
Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate;  in  other  words, 
he  takes  the  enf^ineer  at  his  word.  Now  then, 
while  makine  his  estimate  for  a  conduit  from 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  the  Engineer  does  pro- 
vide for  discharging  Sudbury  River  into  Lake 
Cochituate  at  such  times  as  circunistnnces  may 
require.  If  you  have  to  do  it  at  times  when  the 
Engineer  says  it  is  necessary,  hi«  estimates  tnere- 
Ti}K)n  of  the  cost  of  such  a  conduit  would  be  of  the 
kind  which  he  has  said  is  necessary  if  you  are  go- 
ing to  do  it  on  ray  colleague's  plan."  If  the  gentle- 
man says  the  City  Engineer  says  a  covered  con- 
duit is  not  necessai-y  at  all,  that  all  it  needs  is  to 
be  turned  into  an  open  sluiceway,  why  of  course 
my  colleague  would  say  that  is  all  right,  and  you 
may  toss  that  out  of  my  estimate.  If  it  is  essen- 
tial in  one  case  it  is  in  the  other.  My  colleague 
has  always  contended  that  it  was  not  essential, 
but  imderstands  the  City  Engineer  to  claim  it 
to  be  essential,  ard  therefore  estimated  it. 
Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  strikes  me  that  be- 
cause the  Engineer  says  in  one  scheme  there  should 
be  a  covered  conthn't,  it  does  not  follow  that  ho 
thinks  there  must  be  one  in  another  totally  different 
scheme.  Nothing  could  be  more  unfair  and  unjust. 
The  engineer  i-ays  that  a  covered  con(hiit  would  be 
necessary  from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate  if 

;  we  are  going  to  turn  the  whole  water  of  Sudbury 
River  into  the  lake,  and    have   no    conduit   from 

-  Farm  Pond  to  the  Chesnut-hill  Reservoir  direct. 
In  that  case   the  water  would  run  through  the 

•  channel  year  in  and  year  out,  every  hour  of  the 

,  day  and  night,  and  for  such  wear  of  cours'e  a  cov- 
ered conduit  would  be  necessary.  But  in  this  case 
he  has  not  provided  for  any  such  contingi'hcy  as 
that.  He  has  provided  for  a  large  conduit  from 
Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut-HUl  Resei-voir,  and  has 
thrown  this  thing  in  casually.  If  at  anytime  expe- 
diency calls  for  it,  he  can  throw  the  water  from  the 
gate  of  the  conduit  into  this  brook  and  carry  it 
down.  It  is  merely  a  temporary  thing,  for  certain 
times  when  it  may  be  required  to  run  the  water 
through  there,- merely  a  sort  of  drain  f  oi  any  ex- 
tra water  that  may  be  necessary  to  be  carried"  off'. 
It  is  no  inconsistency  of  the  Engineer,  as  I  under- 
stand it.  It  may  be  once  a  year,  it  may  be  twice, 
and  there  is  no  necessity  for  an  estimate  for  such 
a  conduit,  when  the  Engineer  never  intentled  it. 
To  put  in  $300,000  there  seems  to  be  addmg  figures 
on  rather  loosely. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
desultory  conversation  is  entirely  out  of  place.  If 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  has  anything 
to  object  to  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  why  does  he  not  take  them  up  and  answer 
them?  This  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  trifled 
with  in  this  way.  Why  not  take  up  this  subject, 
and  answer  Mr.  Warren  logically  and  jiroperly. 
Then  begin  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who 
asks  that  the  Charles  River  matter  may  be  scien- 
tifically investigated,  and  not  proceed  in  this  loose 
way  upon  this  great  question  of  expending  from 
ten  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  conversa- 
tional war  is  undignified ,  and  does  not  appeal  to  the 
judgment  of  meriibers  present.  I  am  ready  at  the 
proijer  time  to  give  niy  views  upon  the  subject. 
If  the  city  of  Boston  can  be  supplied  at  a  cost  of 
five  millions,  I  am  not  willing  to  vote  for  an  ex- 
penditure of  ten  or  twelve  or  fifteen  millions.  I 
think  we  can  get  an  abun<lant  supply  from  the 
sources  we  now  have  at  our  hands,  and  f  state 
that  from  reliable  information.  It  may  cost  one, 
two  or  three  millions,  but  that  is  not  eight  mil- 
lions, the  lowest  estimate  of  the  Sudbury  schem- 
ers. Let  us  have  a  logical  discussion  ard  not  a 
desultoi-y  one  like  this  asking  of  questions  across 
the  board. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  had  supposed  that 
the  conversational  way  was  quite  as  good  to  biing 
out  the  facts  as  the  oratorical  way.  Now  I  have 
got  light  from  the  gentleman  froi'n  Ward  12.  The 
item  of  two  millions  is  slightly  misleading.  I 
have  satisfied  a  number  of  gentlemen,  and  my- 
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self  certainly,  that  the  expense  of  $300,000  is  not 
(joiitciiipljiteil. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— An  open  or  closed  con- 
duit in  both  cases  would  be  right  for  the  jiurj  ose 
of  e.stiutating,  but  those  who  remained  to  take  a 
complete  view  of  the  route  for  the  transit  of  water  • 
from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate  found  that 
au  open  conduit  would  run  into  Beaver  Brook,  so 
called,  and  thence  run  in  that  brook  for  a  dis- 
tance of  two  or  more  miles  into  the  lake.  It  was 
found  on  ins-pection  that  that  open  brook  or  con- 
duit carried  water  perfectly  clear,  without 
adding  any  sediment  on  its  way ;  ajul  thus 
it  was  claimed,  and  by  insi)ection  was  ])rove<l, 
that  the  open  conduit  was  sufficient.  And  when 
he  took  us  dovpn  to  those  other  places  to  show  the 
water  ranniug-  through  in  great  volume,  it  certain- 
ly was  conviiiciijff  to  all  present  that  an  open  con- 
duit was  amply  sufficient  for  every  puri)ose.  But 
yet,  when  my  colleage  asks  for  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  he  insists  upon  estimating  for  a  covered  (con- 
duit from  Farm  i'on<l  to  Lake  Cochituate.  That 
was  the  matter  in  dispute  between  my  colleague 
and  the  City  Engineer. 

IHr.  Vutnam  of  Ward  15 — We  are  practically 
agreed  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  conduit  from 
the  proposed  Sudbury  conduit  to  the  lake ;  so  I  do 
not  care  to  make  any  question  as  to  the  Engineer's 
correctness.  It  merely  f  eems  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman's statement  put  words  into  the  Engineer's 
mouth  that  he  never  used,  and  that  this  strikes 
out  $300,000  from  the  estimate.  The  next 
item  I  would  like  a  little  light  upon  is 
this:  "Probable  ehau'je  from  siphons  to  conduits 
on  arches,  $500,000."  It  is  noticed  that  the  fiist 
item  was  .iiiSiejOOO  "for  the  use  of  three  sii)hons, 
only  one  of  which  is  included  in  the  Wate:  Koard 
estimate."  Now  I  do  not  understand  why  in  some 
part  of  the  Engineer's  estimate  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  should  add  in  not  only  #310,000  for 
siphons,  but  also  ,|500,000  for  the  arches,  which  are 
of  course  alterations.  Why  they  should  both  be 
added  I  do  not  see. 

Ml-.  Warren  of  Ward  12— On  page  79,  of  Docu- 
ment 29,  Mr.  E.  S.  Cheesebrough  gives  the  opin- 
ion, although  a  little  indefinitely,  "Even  in  these 
(cases)  such  as  the  crossing  of  Charles  River, 
either  by  continuing  the  aqueduct  at  grade,  or 
using  siphon  pipes  to  save  expense,  or  a  sUght 
change  of  line  in  other  places,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  what  s-hould  be  done.  I  am  not  prcDared  to 
.  say  what  should  be  done,  but  would  recommend 
further  consideration."  I  have  had  some  conver- 
sation with  the  Engineer  in  regai'd  to  this  mat- 
ter. I  find  that  he  was  not  fully  decided 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  uie  siphons.  The 
question  is  entirely  open.  I  contend  that  if  we 
adopt  this  plan  of  one  conduit  with  those  high 
arches  it  will  cost  $500,000  above  the  other  flguies. 
That  is  my  judgment  and  others  have  expressed 
the  same  opinion. 

Ml-.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — The  gentleman  has  not 
answered  the  main  question  which  I  put.  Assume 
for  a  moment  that  it  will  cost  $500,000  more,  why 
is  it  added  in  as  a  part  of  the  Suabury-River 
scheme  ?  I  understand  that  the  f.500,000  is  over 
and  above  the  Engineer's  estimate  on  one  line 
of  48-inch  pipes  only,  as  stated  in  Document  29, 
page  46,  and  why  the  gentleman  should  put  that 
in,  and  also  the  $316,000  for  the  two  additional 
siphons,  is  not  clear  to  me. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — I  intended  to  be  under- 
stood tlrat  I  think  it  will  cost  $500,000  over  and 
above  the  expense  of  the  present  siphons. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  think  it  will  show 
that  the  $500,000  over  and  above  is  an  immense 
estimate.  K  the  Engineer  has  given  that  estimate 
he  is  talking  dillerently  at  one  time  fi-om.  another. 
He  estimates  the  cost  of  the  arches  to  be  $200,000 
over  and  above  the  cost  of  one  line  of  pipes,  and 
not  $500,000  above  ihe  cost  of  three  linos  of  pipes 
as  the  gentleman  w  ould  have  us  believe.  In  fix- 
ing upon  this  sum  he  takes  into  account  what  will 
be  gained  by  having  arches,  viz.,  that  the  conduit 
between  Charles  River  and  Chestnut- HiU  Reservoir 
would  not  have  to  be  so  low  by  a  foot.  So  it  seems 
that  $500,000  is  too  large  an  estimate  by  $300,000, 
at  the  very  least.  I  tliink  those  figures  will  com- 
mend themselves  to  the  gentleman's  mind. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  in  his  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  tlie  old  route  and  the  cost  of 
the  conduit,  allows  for  carrying  it  across  the  val- 
ley of  Charles  River,  or  any  other  valleys  that  may 
be  necessarv  to  cross,  on  arches,  and  if  so  w  hat 
proportion  of  the  .$1,500,000  he  allows  for  that? 

Mr.  Warren  ox  Ward  12- The  $1,500,000  includes 
the  liUiiig  in  over  Chailos  River  to  the  level  of  the 


bridge.  Cf  course  going  through  this  route  it  i< 
already  filled  in  very  much  at  that  point  and 
much  of  the  work  is  done.  I  sup])0se  that  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollais  would  romplete 
the  work.  But  on  the  other  route  you  have  got  a 
large  number  of  hollows  to  fill  up  and  make 
straight  and  regular,  and  of  c<mrfe  the  amount 
would  be  probably  three  times  as  much  as  the 
1 1  present  Cochituate  route. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  r — Is  there  not  more  than 
one  place  where  syphons  are  used  on  the  present 
route  V 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  know,  bat 
there  is  a  slight  structure  at  Roseniaiy  Brook.  I 
am  not  particularly  acquainted  with  that  localitv, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  a.  very  small  matttr.  lulo 
not  think  it  is  very  deep;  and  it  wUI  not  require 
much  filling. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — As  near  as  I  can  under- 
stand the  gentleman,  he  claims  that  the  arches  on 
the'Eiigineer's  route  will  cost  somewhere  near  a 
million  dollars,  and  I  do  not  suppce  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  could  be  so  very  great  as 
between  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  and  a 
million. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  IB — I  was  going  to  a<  k  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  question,  but  the 
gentleman  fr(.)m  Ward  G  has  done  so,  and  that 
brings  us  to  the  $1 .500,000  that  he  estunates  as  the 
cost  of  the  conduit  hy  the  old  route.  On  what 
basis  can  he  estimate  It  so  low?  In  his  remarks 
the  other  evening  he  alluded  to  the  cost  of  the 
Cochituate  conduit  as  f  800,000.  That  was  thirty 
years  ago,  and  the  conduit  was  much  small- 
er than  the  one  he  propo.'^es;  the  latter  is  much 
more  solid  and  has  double  the  amount  of 
masonry  ift  it,  and  material  will  cost  two  or  three 
times  as  much  as  in  1845  or  1850,  and  labor  costs 
two  or  thiee  times  as  much  now  as  then.  How  is 
it,  with  all  these  additional  circumstances,  and  it 
is  to  be  carried  across  Charles  River  on  bridges,  he 
can  do  all  that  for  less  than  twice  the  amount  of 
the  original  cost,  and  include  in  that  the  tunnels 
and  culverts,  which  m  the  oiiginal  conduit  ci-St 
$225,000,  besides  that  .$800,000,  which  made  it  over 
a  liiilliou,  I  should  like  to  know? 

Mr.  Warren  of  AVard  12— The  present  conduit 
cost  a  little  over  $800,000.  If  it  had  been  built  on 
the  plan  proposed  by  me  to  buUd  this  one,  I  think 
it  could  have  been  done  for  the  amount  I  name,  or 
less.  The  old  conduit  was  excavated  through  the 
cuts,  and  before  it  was  completed  they  had  to 
nearly  double  the  price  on  account  of  the  low  dig- 
ging and  difficulty  of  working  around  the  lake. 
They  finally  got  tliiough  with  it  at  the  large  ex- 
pense, so  considered  at  that  time,  of  $800,000.  But 
by  putting  the  conduit  four  feet  higher  you  can 
clear  all  that  difficulty  of  quiCKsands,  liard  rocks 
and  every  thill  g  of  the  kind.  I  have  conversed 
with  a  great  many  coniiietent  men  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  that  kind  of  work  and  they  agree 
with  me.  I  think  I  would  be  willing  to  take  the 
contract,  and  I  know  I  could  find  a  contractor 
who  would  take  hold  of  it  with  me  for  that  price. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  moved  that  the  Council 
ad.iourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  entertain  .somewhat 
dillercnt  vicAvs  of  the  course  that  the  city  ought  to 
adopt  in  this  emergency,  and  desire  that  every 
view  should  be  freely  conside-ed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, because  whatever  opinions  I  may  entertain, 
and  however  well  I  may  maintain  them,  it  is  all 
any  member  can  ask  that  the  Council  shall,  after 
discussion,  ijass  upon  the  sul  ject  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city.  The  project  now  before  us  is  an 
order  in  City  Document  No.  17,  which  prcpofes  to 
commit  the  city  to  the  taking  of  Sudbury  River  and 
turning  the  waters  into  Farm  Pond,  tlie  building 
of  such  reservoirs  and  the  taking  of  such  other 
means  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pui-jjose  of 
bringing  them  to  the  city;  and  the  passage  of  this 
order  will,  of  course,  put  an  end  to  the  considera- 
tion of  cveiy  other  means  of  getting  water  for  an 
indefinite  period.  When  the  question  of  tlie  an- 
nexation of  Chailestown  to  Boston  was  before  the 
people  the  subject  of  a  water  supply  for  Boston 
was  considered  in  connection  with  it.  It  (•■asthen 
claimed  iu  the  recommeudations  either  of  the 
Water  Board  or  of  tlie  engineer  that  an  abundaiit 
supply  of  water  could  be  'derived  by  the  annexa- 
tion of  Charlestown  from  Mystic  Pond.  The  dif- 
ference between  that  method",  if  it  is  feasible,  and 
the  one  proposed  here  is  so  great  that  it  merits  a 
careful  and  candid  consideration. 

This  is  almost  wholly  a  question  of  economy:  a 
flnanciivl  question.  There  is  water  enough;' the 
Oity  is  surrounded  by  ponds,  rivers  and  water- 
Sheds.    The  lay  of  the  land  is  admiiably  adapted 
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for  the  securing;  and  storage  of  water.     There  is 

IK)  danger  of  the  face  of  nature  being  so  changed 

as  to  deprive  it  of   this   facility.      If  it  were,  it 

would  be  as  likely  to  disarrange  the  schemes  of 

the  engineers  and  their   selections  as  any  other 

schemes,  or  any  other  selections.     Therefore,  we 

should  avoid   haste   in  coining  to  a  conclusion. 

■n  We  should  above  all  things  avoid  being  driven  to 

-.a   choice   by   any   cries    of    alarm.       We    must 

resist  being   driven  to  a  decision  by  any  water 

panic.      The   question  is   too   momentous  to   be 

hurriedly  dealt  with.      The   growth   of   the  city 

.■has  beeii   such   as   at  last  to    compel  large  ex- 

■  penditures  in    widening   and   extending  streets. 

■  The  debt  of  the  city  is  nececsarily  rapidly  increas- 
.1  ing  by  expenditures  that  cannot  be  avoided.    We 
■must  therefore  husband  our  resources,  and  ex- 
pend our  money  so  as  to  do  the  most  good  with  it. 

J I  do  not  urge  parsimony,  but  a  judicious  husband- 
-ing  of  our  lesources.    Boston  is  said  to  be  a  dear 
.  <!ity  to  live  in.    The  dearness  of  living  adds  to  the 
.  cost  of  its  productions,  because  the  people  must 
live  upon  the  wages  of  their  labor.    If  our  manu- 
f  actoi  ies  are  to  compete  with  others  we  must  per- 
mit our  artisans  an(l  mechanics  to  live  as  cheaply 
;  as  they  can  in  other  cities.    And  as  to  our  rich 
men  we  should   not   subject  them   to  the   temp- 
tation    to     run    away     from    the    city    where 
their    fortunes    were     accumulated    to     escape 

■  taxation,  unmanly  though  such  conduct  may  be. 
The  great  evil  of  our  city  legislation — whether 
dtie  to  our  meeting  once  a  week,  and  then  in  the 
evening,  or  not,  1  do  not   know — but  somehow  the 

■gieatevil  in  our  city  legislation  is  the  haste  with 
which  we  adoi)t  courses  marked  out  for  us  by 
oti'.ers.  We  fail  to  investigate  during  th-j  week; 
we  cannot   investigate   during   our  sessions,  and 

■  consequently   adopt   the   conclusions   of   others. 

■  Thisis  a  failuie  and  neglect  of  duty.  I  want  to 
see  this  matter  duly  considered  befoie  it  is 
pa  sed  upon.  'J  he  claim  that  we  should  adopt 
the  Sudbury  scheme  because  we  are  in  iwi- 
madiate  want  of  water  "wont  hold  water." 
It  wont  hold  water  because  it  is  the  method  re- 
quiring the  longest  time.  If  we  are  in  immediate 
want,  take  it  from  the  Mystic,  because  at  the 
longest  you  can  get  it  from  that  s  ource  in  two 
years ;  and  it  will  take  four  to  get  it  from  the  Sud- 
bury; or  take  it  in  preference  from  the  v^haiies, 
because  you  can  get  it  from  that  source  in  oi.e 
sea^  on.  Or  if  you  are  in  immediate  want,  take  it 
from  Lake  Cochituate  by  the  minority  plan  of  Mr. 
Warren,  which  wiU  take  but  one  year. 

'Xherefore,  when  the  claim  of  immediate  want  is 
urged,  that  claim  is  a  good  reason  for  rejecting 
the  Sudbury  scheme  altogether. 

Again,  the  claim  is  that  the  i)resent  conduit  is  in 
immediate  danger.  In  City  Document  134,  p.  5. 
of  the  report  of  the  Cochituate  AVater  Eoard,  I 
tiudthis:  "To  operate  the  Cochitirate  works  with 
safety,  an  additional  supply  of  3,000,000  daily  ^s 
required  at  once."  And  yet  they  advise  us  to  wait 
four  years  for  safety.  On  p.  28,'Messr8.  Kirkwood 
and  Frantis  say,  "Third— The  Cochituate  Con- 
duit. This  conduit  is  overtaxed  now,  ard  shows 
in  many  places  signs  of  weakness  and  yield- 
ing, the  most  dangerous  of  which  should,  we 
think,  be  repaired,  and  made  safe  next  spring." 
Ibis  is  dated  December  11,  1873.  They  further 
say,  "The  conduit  cannot  be  tlioroughly  over- 
hauled and  repaired  urtil  an  independent  sup- 
ply of  water  is  available  for  the  city  from  other 
sources,  sufficient  to  admit  of  the  Cochituate  con- 
duit being  relieved  from  duty  some  mouths.  Un- 
til such  an  opportunity  can  be  had,  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  it  should  not,  in  its  present  condition,  be 
lelied  upon  to  convey  more  than  17,000,000  gallons 
in  one  day."  Yet  if  we  can  rely  upon  the  informa- 
tion given  us  at  all,  we  shall  want  more  than  that 
Amount  every  day  iluring  the  four  years  of  waiting 
for  the  Sudbury  conduit.  Suppose  this  nitoruui- 
tion  reliable — and  it  is  from  men  of  the  highest 
skill  in  their  profession— and  if  it  is  not  reliable 
we  have  nothing  trustworthy — we  cannot  escape 
looking  to  other  sources  before  the  Sudbury 
conduit  is  completed.  The  Sudbury  con- 
duit will  not  meet  the  present  emergency; 
we  must  look  elsewhere.  The  adoption  of  the 
Sudbury  scJieme  is  full  of  danger,  for  it  wUl  deter 
us  from  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  others,  and 
leave  us  in  constant  danger  and  peiU— a  danger 
and  peril  we  cannot  justify  ourselves  m  stibject- 
ing  the  city  to.  And  here  let  me  remark  that 
those  eminent  engineers  have  not  been  called 
upon  to  point  out  the  best  course  for  the  city  to 
pursue  in  the  emergency,  but  to  answer  certain- 
questions— 1,  The  quality  of  the  Mystic  water;  2, 
The  cost  of  the  supply" therefrom;  3,  Ihe  condi* 


1  tion  of  the  Cochituate  conduit;  4,  The  changes 
necessary  to   i)revent  wast^.    Their  estimates  of 

•  time  and  expense  include   the  time  and  expense 
required  to  buUd  the  reservoirs. 

There  is  an  engineer  who,  when  called  upon, 
■"went  in  company  with  Mr.  Davis,  your  Engineer, 
carefully  over  his  report  relative  to  the  future 
supply  of  water  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  visit- 
ed  the  important  points  on   the  line  of  the  aque- 

'.  duct  he  recommends." 

5     With   the   view  he  made  he  was  of  the  opinion 

•  that   the   choice  lay  between  the  Sudbury  and 

•  Charles. 

Now  when  we  consider  that  he  was  called  to 
consult  with  and  pa's  upon  the  line  of  conduit 
recommended  by  the  City  Engineer,  and  that  he 
would  gladly,  if  he  could,  give  it  unqualified  sup- 
port, and  when  we  consider  that  he  was  the 
engineer  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  and 
superintended  their  construction,  and  that  his  life 
has  since  been  spent  in  the  construction  and  su- 
perintendence of  the  M'ater  works  of  the  city  of 
Chicago,  any  hesitancy  he  might  have  in  vecom- 
mendiiig  the  Sudbury  works,  and  any  cautions 
he  might  give  us,  are  entitled  to  great  weight. 
See  City  Document  29, 1873,  pages  79  and  80. 

Mark  his  determination  not  to  commit  himself 
to  the  Sudbury  scheme.  With  refererce  to  some 
things  he  says,  "I  am  not  piepared  to  say  what 
shoiild  be  done,  but  recommend  further  consider- 
ation." Again  he  says,  "Here,  I  would  say,  there 
had  not  teen  time  enough  to  woik  out  thorougldy 
all  the  details  of  the  scheme,  in  addition  to  so  ex- 
tensive an  invesiigation  of  the  e.sential  facts  coi.- 
.  iiected  with  the  oiher  drainage  areas." 

Again— "The  Charles-River  scheme  has  not  been 
elaborated  in  detaU,  but  enough  is  positively 
A/to iwi  to  prove  that  it  fould  be  made  to  furnish 
even  more  water  than  the  Sudbury  River,  and  at  a 
considerably  less  first  cost." 

Again—"!  have  from  personal  knowledge  no 
means  of  deciding  this  question  to  my  own  satis- 
faction, but  if  the  weight  of  testimony  shows  that 
the  water  of  Charles  River  is  deMdedhj  inferior 
in  quality  to  that  of  Sudbury  River,  then  you 
would  be  fuUy  justified  in  adopting  the  more 
costly  scheme." 

I  think  no  one  will  pretend  that  this  is  ardent 
praise  of  a  scheme  he  was  called  neon  to  consult 
with  our  Engineer  about;  and  it  should  he  a  note 
of  warning  to  us  all  to  exercise  like  caution. 

In  passing,  hov/ever,  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  present  condition  of  the  conduit  by 
the  gentieiuan  from  the  Highlands.  He  says  the 
repairs  needed  are  trifling  and  can  'je  made  for 
$10,000,  and  when  that  is  done  the  conduit  will  be 
able  to  render  very  much  more  water  than  it  has 
in  times  past.  Now,  then,  there  are  some  discrep- 
ancies in  7egard  to  this  conduit,  and  to  them  I  wish 
to  call  attention. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  make  a  slight  correction  ?  I  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  when  the  repairs  on  the  old  Co 
chituate  conduit  are  made  it  would  carry  a  greater 
amount  of  water ;  1  meaii^  to  say  it  «'ould  carry 
the  present  amount  safdy. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — The  present  conduit  is  no 
doubt  able  to  cany  a  large  amount  safely— more 
than  it  has  ever  yet  been  called  upon  to  carry.  It 
has  carried  at  one  time  24,000,000  gallons  a  day, 
and  it  has  been  f  laimed  that  at  present  17,000,000 
gallons  is  all  it  is  safe  to  be  pennitted  to  can  y. 
But  I  was  going  to  call  attention  to  some  evidence 
in  regard  to  the  conduit.  In  City  Document  103, 
of  1873,  page  11,  the  Water  Board  say  the  con- 
duit was  examined  October  12  and  13  "and  was 
found  to  be  in  general  good  rei)air."  On  page  24, 
the  Engineer,  speaking  of  the  same  examinatioi'., 
says,  "It  was  found  to  be  in  a  better  condition 
than  had  been  anticipated,  but  a  number  of  new 
cracks  were  discovered  and  many  of  the  old  ones 
widened."  On  page  93,  Mr.  Stanwood,  super- 
intendent of  the  eastern  division,  speaking  of 
the  same  examination,  says,  "No  new  cracks  were 
discovered  and  no  apparent  change  in  the  old 
ones.  Measurements  were  taken  by  the  City 
Engineer,  to  see  if  the  conduit  had  settled,  so 
as  to  change  its  shape  to  any  extent.  It  was 
found  to  be  in  a  very  'good  condition." 
I  do  not  understand  that  Messrs.  Kirkw«)od  and 
Francis  examined  the  conduit,  but  rely  ui)on  these 
reports.  However,  I  pay  no  regard  to  ''hese  dis- 
crepancies, but  admit  that  the  safest  course  is  to 
admit  that  the  present  conduit  should  not  be  taxed 
more  than  17,000,000  daily,  and  that  we  should  seek 
immediate  relief. 

The  question  is.  What  is  the  best  course  for 
the  city  to  pursue   in   the  present  emergency? 
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That  «ju«.sii()u-  is  t«  he  iW'okletl  by  flic  City  CounciT 
4)11  tlu'.  eviiU-'iiCK.  Tills  is  the  tiiliiiiia)  to  deculc 
the  gTcat  (iiuistiou.  It  is  for  us  t«  weifjli  the  evi- 
dence. The  iniiuediate  question  is,  Shall  we  adopt 
the-  Sudbury  schenae?  TUe  CtJcliituate  Water 
B(jaii°d  and  these  eiiiineiat  {gentlemen  all  a(hmt 
tliat  the  Sudbury  scheme  will  uot  meet  tlie 
preseut  emergency.  What  may  be  ultimately 
the  best  scheme,  there  is  tiwie  encuelt 
to  consider.  "What  oug'ht  we  to  do  now? 
The  boaiil  admit  (page  5)  that  the  Mystic  will 
supply  us  four  or  fi.ve  years  niwe.  On  page  IG 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  and  Francis  say,  speaking' of  the 
Mystic„''Uv  this  laeaiis  tUere  mitcht  beai)plied  in. 
187G  seven  or  eij^ht  millions  o£  gallons  toAvards  the 
supply  of  tlie  city  proper,  and  seven  millions  at 
least  of  this  amoinit  could  be  coiitinued  toi  limof'  j 
also,  "after  1882  the  amount  might  begin  to  be  en- 
croaiche<l  upon  by  the  requiremeats  of  the  district 
now  using  this  water."  This  is  the  statement  of 
the  most  careJul  of  men — of  men  who  reduce  tlie 
collectable  drainage  to  the  lowest  known  amount 
and  then  take  off  something  for  gi-eater  ceitainty. 

Again  the  board.— and.  wherever  I  use  tlie  word 
board  it  means  the  Cochituate  Wat«'  Board — says 
(page  5,  Doc.  134)  that  in  1873  they  were  compelled 
to  pass  twenty  million  gallons  tlaily  tkrough  ai 
conduit  that  is  only  safe  at  seventeen  miltion. 
Can  they  expect  us  to  permit  th,em  to  be  four 
years  in  doing  what  tbey  say  and:  prove  mnist  be 
done  at  once  2 

Now,  whsat  are  our  neeessities  ?  In  1872  our 
daily  consumption  was  15,063.400  gallons, in  1873  it 
was  1Z,896,000\.  This  last  extraiM-dinary  amount 
was  "due  partly  to  the  reckless  use  of  hand  hcse, 
leakage  in  the  burnt  district,  and  an  mcreased. 
head  ia  portions  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  the 
increased  nvimber  of  watertakers." 

It  will  be  observed  that  as  far  as  figiu-es  are  «on- 
eenieil  t  quote  from  the  engineers  and  the  board. 
The  true  course  is  for  the  engineers  to  give  us  the 
benefit  of  their  special  skill,  as  evidence  by  which 
we  may  decide.  It  is  no.  part  of  their  proviHce  t® 
decide  this  great  question  ;  that  is  our  duty ;  theas 
to  gjjveus  tlie' evidence  and  criteria  by  whii-.h  to- 
decide.  I  shall  have  iiatce  to  say  wpem  the  wseight 
to  be  given  to  this  testimttny  hereafter.  The 
question  is,  What  onght  we  to  do  now  2  1  think  I 
have shoiwn  already  that  the  Sutlbmy  scheme  will 
not  answer  onr  present  wants  and  dangers  ;  and 
that  the  Mystic  scheme,  as  described  by  Messrs. 
Kirkwood  and  Fi'ancis,  is  the  better  one,  because 
it  will  take  care  of  us  till  '82,  and  the  outiay  will 
Be  only  $1,408,546. 

It  will  alse  be  noticed  that  the  report  of  Messrs. 
Kirkwood  and  Francis  was  made  upon  a  loiu'er  es- 
timate of  the  Mystic  watershed  than  has  since- 
been  fiMindto.be  the  true  one.  Now  I  suppose  it 
would  be  wise  in  any  eyent  to.  unite  the  Mystic 
and  Coflhitiiate  water  systems.  Prudence  would 
so  direct.  Then  in  the  event  of  any  accident  to 
either  we  nsight  be  supplied  from  the  other.  If 
that  is  so,  then  this  expenditure  of  one  and  a  half 
millions  should  be  made  forthwith  without  regard 
to  ourpresent  necessities,  and  thus  we  get  an  am.- 
ple  supply  ot  water  till  lg82  without  any  outlay  or 
expense  except  the  mere  cost  of  pumping,  which 
is  $14  per  million  gallons. 

The  engineers  treat  the  two  works.  Mystic  and 
Cochituate,  as  if  they  were  independent  and  not 
connected.  And  for' the  purpoee  of  keeping  al- 
ways within  bounds,  and  showing  where  we  shall 
"be,  relyinj^  upon  the  case  as  they  chooee  to  leave 
it,  I  take  it  as  they  desire  to  have  me..  StiU  we 
must  net  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  two  are 
already  connected.  In  City  Doc.  108,  of  1873,  the 
board  say,  "The  conue^^tion  between  tlie  Mystic 
([Charlestown)  "Water  Works  and  Beacon  Hill  has 
been  made  by  means  of  large  pipes,  and,  in  case 
of  any  emergency  or  disableiuent  of  works  in 
Boston  or  Charlestown,  great  be^iefits  would  be  de- 
rived." Upon  cartful  inquiry  I  learn  there  is  a 
connection  by  means  of  a  twenty-four-incli 
pipe,  capable  of  delivering  10,000,000  gallons 
daily  froaii  one  works  to  the  other.  Now, 
though  I  acquit  everybody  of  any  intention 
to  keep  back  this  important  tact,  still,  I  must  con- 
fess that  it  took  maay  inquiries  to  ascertain  it, 
and  1  found  a  general  igi^oranco  upon  the  subject. 
Our  duty  is  equally  clear  whether  it  wdl  take  two 
years  to  make  the  co-nneetion  and  deliver  the 
water,  as  if  it  already  exists.  It  will  then  be  ear- 
lier tlian  the  Sudbury,  aud  saire  the  immediate 
expenditure  of  miUions. 

Let  me  state  this  proposition  again :  We  have 
two  sources  of  supply  ;  by  an  expenditure  of  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollarp  the  two  sources  can 
be  so  ell'ectually  utited  that  in  case  of  emergency 


the  whole  tempf)i'arv  supply  may  come  from  eitlier 
source.  Would  such  a  connection  be  desirable,  at 
such  a  cost,  as  a  measure  of  safety  to  a  great  city? 
1  think  the  ansver  must  be  in  the  aftirmative.  If 
so,  complete  and  unite  the  Mystic  with  the  Co- 
chituate now,  as  a  measure  "of  safety,  and  we 
have  water  enough  till  1882  without  an.v  cost  ex- 
cept that  of  pumping.  We  certainly  need  not  be 
in  a  hurry  to  expend  S8,000/)00  on  the  Sudbury 
scheme. 

The  ninth  annual  report  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Hoard  shows  the  average  yield  jier  day  of  that 
lake  to  be,  for  seven  months  of  the  year, 38,798,410, 
of  which  29,221,834  ran  to  waste  daily.  Now  if  the 
water  boards  make  this  connection'  between  the 
two  systems  complete,  and  erect  engines  enough 
during  the  present  season  to  do  the  requisite 
pumi»ing,  how  easy  to  .supply  the  city  for  seven 
months  of  the  A'ear  from  the  Myst'ii;  alone,  and 
still  let  millions  of  gallons  run  to  waste.  Let  the  Co- 
chituate conduit  be  repaired  during  these  months, 
80  as  to  be  strong,  and  it  will  yield  20,000,000  daily. 
During  the  time  the  supply  comes  from  the  Mystic 
the  Cochituate  could  fill  to  its  utmost  capacitj'. 
Here  let  me  call  attention  to  the  fact  thatit  would 
be  very  easyatany  time  to  keep  up  the  supply  from 
the  Mystic,  while  "the  present  conduit  should  be 
kept  empty  long  enough  to  permit  the  building  of 
a  new  conduit  alongside  of  the  present  one,  in  all 
places  where  the  biiilding  of  the  new  would  en- 
danger the  present  one. 

Let  me  state  the  case  in  still  a  different  way. 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  and  Francis  stated  that  seven 
or  eight  millions  of  gallons  daily  can  he  spared 
for  the  city  Bioper  from  the  Mystic  till  1882.  at 
which  tirrie  they  think  the  amount  would  be 
lessened  l)y  draughts  from  those  depending  imme- 
diately u])on  it.  Admitting  the  city  consumption 
to  be  18,000,000  of  gallons  daily,  an  amount  never 
reached  but  once,  the  year  of  the  fire,  and  we 
should  have  two  sources  of  supply ;  first,  from  the 
Mystic,  eight  millions  daily;  second,  the  Cochitu- 
ate supply.  Tlie  eight  millions  from  the  My.stic  is 
the  constant  reUable  supply  under  all  circum- 
stances, and  for  any  temporary  emergency  could 
be  largely  increased. 

Now  let  the  Cochituate  conduit  break  away,  or 
let  it  be  closed  even  during  the  drycst  year — for 
these  estimates  are  all  made  with  reference  to  the 
dryest  years — and  we  have  from  the  Mystic  8,000,- 
OOff  daily,  and  we  have  also  900,000,000, in  the  Chest- 
nut-HiU  and  Brookline  reservoirs,  which  would 
yield  10,000,000  dail.\  for  ninety  days.  The  two 
would  yield  18,000,000  daily  for  three  months. 
During  these  three  months  of  the  drye«t 
season  of  the  year  the  present  conduit 
could  he  thoroughly  repaired,  and  then 
would  yield  20,000,000  and  upwards  daily. 
These  considerations  also  bear  upon  the  question 
whether  we  should  build  a  new  conduit  twelve 
miles  long,  alongside  of  the  old  one,  or  build  a 
new  one  sixteen  miles  long,  with  the  gi catamount 
of  tunnelling  to  he  done. 

The  reasons  given  for  not  building  the  new  con- 
duit alongside  of  the  pre.^-er  t  one,  is,  that  while- 
doing  so  we  endanger  the  present  one  in 
two  places,  where  it  is  claimed  there  are 
quicksands,  and  that  the  pumping  to  clear 
the  way  for  the  new  conduit  would  un- 
dermine' the  overcharged  present  conduit. 
My  colleague,  Mr.  Warren,  whose  life  has  been 
occupied  in  hydraulics  and  kindred  works,  and 
wh«>se  practical  experience  is  of  great  value,  in- 
sists upon  an  examination  of  the  ground,  that 
there  is  i,o  i)ractical  difficultj-  in  building  the  new 
alongside  of  the  present  conduit,  or  near  to  it.  aris- 
ing from  this  cause.  But  suppose  there  would  be 
the  danger  Mr.  Davis  ?uggests,  arising  from  pum])- 
ing  ui  the  two  sandy  places  alongside  the  present 
conduit  while  full;  how  could  the  water  be  dis- 
posed of  after  the  Mystic  -water  is  utilized  by  suffi- 
cient reservoirs,  according  to  the  Kirkwood  an<l 
Francis  plan  ?  Mr.  Warren's  proposed  new  conduit 
is  to  be  somewhat  higher  than  the  present  one  in 
the  places  alluded  to.  Is  it  not  plain,  that  having 
stopped  the  flow  fniui  the  lake  into  the  conduit, 
the  conduit  could  be  opened  at  the  places  where 
these  quicksands  occur— if  indeed  there  are  any 
such — aud  the  surplus  water  carried  away  by  the 
conduit  while  the  new  one  should  be  built  oh  the 
higher  level?  Will  any  one  pretend  there  is  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  tliis  method?  And  does  not 
every  member  who  was  present  at  the  view  on  the 
9th  instant  (May)  remember  that  the  difficulty  in 
the  two  places, "a  surplus  of  water,  was  the  only 
practicpl  objection  urged  to  Mr.  AVarren's  plan? 

The  dilficiiltv  alluded  to  arising  from  a  surplus 
of  water  in  the  sand   in   two  places  being  oveiv 
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come,  Mr.  AVaneu's  plau  is  cheaper  by  mil- 
lious  than  that  of  Mr.  Davis,  if  either  is  to  be 
adopted.  All  the  grading  is  already  substantially 
done.  Tlie  tunnek  are  already  built.  There  will 
be  no  new  damages  by  the  drying  of  wells  or  the 
severance  of  estates ;  and  a  conduit  already  exists 
for  the  draining  of  the  land  to  be  worked  in.  It 
seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Warren  is  clearly  right  in 
his  conclusion  that  if  a  new  conduit  is  to  be  built, 
it  should  be  near  to  the  present  one,  or  what 
would  be  perhaps  better  still,  cut  off  the  water 
at  the  lake,  let  the  conduit  dry  the  ground  as  you 
build  from  the  base  down,  in  sections  as  you  go, 
and  thus  rebuild  the  present  conduit  of  a  size  suf- 
ficient for  all  purposes ;  casing  ui)  the  breaks 
and  letting  the  water  refill  the  reservoirs  when- 
ever the  supply  falls  short. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole  field,  I  reassert  what 
was  a>serted  at  the  annexation  of  Charlestown  to 
Boston,  that  the  annexation  has  freed  us  from  all 
our  difficulties  and  perplexities  about  our  water 
supply.  I  assert  tliis  upon  the  testimony,  the 
cai-eful  testimony  of  the  engineers,  presented  to 
us  by  the  Water  Boanl.  The  Mystic  supply  there 
is  enough  for  years.  It  will  enable  the  present 
conduit  to  be  repaired.  It  will  enable  another  to 
be  bi'ilt  alongside  of  it  at  a  small  expense, should 
that  prove  necessary  or  desirable. 

There  is  another  reason  for  the  adoption  of  a 
course  which  will  pave  the  way  to  and  re- 
move all  obstructions  from  the  building  of  the 
new  conduit  alongside  the  present  one.  The  en- 
gineers state  that  the  pa-sing  of  the  Sudbiu-y 
water  through  the  lake  cured  it  of  all  its  objec- 
tionable qualities,  which  benefit  can  only  be  bad 
by  Mr.  Warren's  plan.  I  again  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  I  have  taken  only  the  estimates  and  fig- 
ures given  by  the  Water"  Board  and  their  engi- 
neers, and  they  do  not  justify  the  Davis  scheme. 
AVhile  giving  these  gentlemen  credit  for  all  the 
skill  and  ability  that  they  are  so  justly  entitled  to, 
we  must  not  ignore  information  obtained  from 
other  .sources.  James  R.  Baldwin,  formerly 
engineer  of  the  Mystic  works,  writes  from 
Rome  to  Mr.  James  Dana  that  the  Mystic 
should  be  credited  with  24,000,000  mstcad  of 
18,000,000 — a  third  more  than  I  have  so  far  as- 
sumed. If  he  is  correct, — and  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  basin,  and  justifies  his  conclusion  by  the 
comparison  of  the  watershed  with  that  of'  the 
Cochituate,— the  Mystic  could  spare  to  the  city 
fourteen  instead  of  eight  million  gallons  daily, 
which  would,  in  addition  to  -what  we  already  have, 
last  till  nearly  1890.  Mr.  Baldwin  also  suggests 
the  making  of "  one  dam  at  the  lower  Mystic,  in- 
stead of  many  up-country  dams,  on  the  grounds  of 
economy  and  security,  and  as  giving  25,619,000 
cubic  feet  more  than  the  seven  uivcountry  reser- 
voirs. 

1  also  find,  that  Mr.  George  K.  Marble,  who 
seems  to  have  given  much  intelligent  study  to  the 
subject,  in  au  address  bef'^re  the  Citizens'  Trade 
Association  bt  East  Boston,  speaks  ot  legislative 
authority  to  raise  Horn  Pon(l,  and  he  shows  that 
with  such  raising,  and  the  raising  of  the  two  Mys- 
tic ponds,  the  storage  would  be  equal  to  the  avail- 
able rainfall  of  tne  basin . 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I  think 
we  may  safely  assume  that  the  Cochituate  aiid 
Mystic  basins  or  watersheds  will  supply  the  city 
liberally  with  water  for  ten  years  to  come ;  and 
that  without  any  special  cost,  as  everything  sug- 
gested ought  to  be  done  for  reasons  apart  from 
our  present  and  pressing  needs.  Has  not  enough 
been  said  to  show  that  there  is  no  necessi- 
ty for  immediately  incurring  a  debt  equal 
to  twice  the  cost  of  widening  the  streets  in  the 
hurnt  district,  enormous  as  that  cost  has  been. 
What  will  the  Sudbuij  scheme  cost  ?  The  esti- 
mates are  enormous  for  its  sixteen  miles  of  con- 
duit, with  its  long  tunnels  anfl  siphons.  But  what 
of  the  hidden  engineering  difficulties?  Of  these 
we  have  no  means  of  judging  except  by  the  past; 
and  judging  by  the  past  what  lesson  does  it  teach? 
The  Cochituate  cost  millions  more  than  the  esti- 
mates. The  same  is  true  of  the  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir.  We  can  have  no  better  test  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  cost  of  rival  schemes  than  the  les- 
son taught  by  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate. 

Boston  deliberately  chose  the  Cochituate,  and 
the  result  is  a  debt  of  ten  millions.  Boston  delib- 
erately abandoned  the  Mystic  with  Snot  Pond  and 
its  two  and  a  half  millions  of  gallons.  Charlestown 
took  the  rejecied  stone,  and  it  is  now  the  chief 
stone  of  the  corner.  It  paid  from  the  outset ;  its 
revenues  exceeding  the  expense  of  maintenance. 
It  is  for  this  body  to  determine  whether  we  shall 
again  commit  the  same   blunder— for  it  was  noth- 


ing else.  K  we  had  adopted  the  Mystic 
scheme  we  should  have  had  more  water 
than  the  Cochituate  yields,  and  be  free 
from  the  burden  of  a  ten-million  debt. 
The  Mystic  works  cost  $1,460,000;  the  cost  per 
million  of  gallons  is  $19,  all  told,  for  each  of  the 
eight  millions  delivered.  The  new  improvements 
wUl  cost  about  the  same  sum  ($1,400,000),  and  will 
more  than  double  the  quantitj-.  Of  course,  the 
cost  would  be  the  same  ($19)  per  inUlion  gallons. 
Yet  the  estimate  of  the  cost  given  by  the  coinmit- 
.  tee  (page  7,  City  Doc.  No.  38)  is  $40  per  million. 

I  have  thus  far  based  my  argument  in 
favor  of  the  Mystic  upon  the  figures  given 
,  us  by  the  City  Engineer  and  the  consulting 
'engineers,  only  alluuing  to  other  evidence  iu 
passing.  I  shall  not,  hereafter,  give  their 
figures  the  same  credit  I  have  done  thus  far. 
Don't  let  me  be  understood  to  detract  in  the 
Slightest  from  the  carefulness  and  consei-vatism 
and  conscientious  endeavor  which  appear  in 
the  labors  of  tlie  City  Engineer.  What  1  desire 
to  impress  upon  the  mind  is  this  fact,  that  when 
■we  compare  schemes  upon  the  ground,  the  mag- 
mtude  of  which  we  can  see  with  our  eyes,  and 
therefore  compare,  or  the  general  magnitude  of 
which  we  can  fully  understand,  we  cannot  help 
coming  to  a  conclusion,  which  engineers  cannot, 
without  clear  and  distinct  reasons,  overthrow ; 
and  I  claim  that  such  conclusions  are  much  more 
likely  to  be  right  than  those  of  an  engineer 
whose  mind  has  been  engrossed  in  the  de- 
tails of  a  favorite  plan.  So  it  is  with  the 
engineer  many  times;  he  is  deceived  by  the  mass 
of  details  which  encumber  him,  while  a  body  of 
men ,  if  they  wUl  only  discuss  and  examine  the 
subject  suthciently,  wUl  be  more  sure  to  take  the 
true  view  of  the  case. 

Engineers  instinctively  tend  to  their  specialties. 
Thus  our  City  Engineer  decides  for  the  gravita- 
tion system  and  against  pumping.  He  sees  safety 
in  the  one  and  danger  in  the  other.  He  is  afraid 
to  trust  to  steam  power,  though  he  knows  there 
is  nothing  more  reliable.  His  apprehen.sions  con- 
trol his  judgment.  Steam  power  is  working  with 
unerring  safety  and  security  all  about  us.  It  runs 
our  elevators,  it  prints  our  newspapers,  it  turns  a 
thousand  lathes  doing  the  work  of  the  artisan,  be 
it  great  or  small ;  it  carries  us  wherever  we  de- 
sire to  go  (jn  land,  and  is  doing  more  and  more  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world.  It  is  absolutely  reli- 
able, absolutely  controllable. 

Shall  we,  with  our  dear  experience,  commit  the 
blunders  of  the  past?  Shall  we,  in  the  face  of 
our  present  water  debt  of  $10,000,000,  add  another 
ten  millions  to  it  to  carry  out  an  idea  exploded  by 
experience,  or  to  gi'atify  a  prejudice  that  has  no 
foundation? 

Do  we  not  witness  the  Mystic  yielding  more 
than  the  Cochituate  ?  Do  we  not  see  its  pump 
liquidating  the  little  debt  of  its  establishment, 
while  a  whole  city  groans  under  the  Cochituate 
debt?  Do  we  not  see  our  engineer's  and  Water 
Board  afraid  of  steam  power,  and  trying  to  dis- 
courage its  adoption,  while  at  the  saine  tune  they 
are  telling  us  of  the  great  danger  of  our  present 
conduit,  and  the  impossibility  of  repairing  it  ex- 
cept by  first  building  another  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,- 
000?  And  have  we  not  recently  had  a  most 
melancholly  instance  in  the  western  part  of 
the  State  of  the  dangers  from  reservoirs  ?  They 
are  so  intent  upon  the  one  idea  of  their 
nursing  that  they  do  not  see  that  the  reasons  they 
give  for  their  gravitation  scheme  are  the  strongest 
arguments  against  it.  The  steam  pump  is  better 
than  debt.  It  supplies  all  the  cities  of  the  West. 
It  gives  you  what  you  vrant,  and  as  you  want  it. 
Yoii  pay  for  what  you  have  as  you  go.  Gravita- 
tion weighs  you  down  with  an  oppressive  burden. 

The  City  Engineer  had  not  failed  to  see  and  ac- 
linowledge  the  value  of  the  Mystic  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  I  claim  it  should  now  be  used.  In 
City  Document  No.  29,  of  1873,  page  sixty-seven, 
he  says,  after  speaking  of  certain  objections,  "If 
Charlestown  should  be  annexed  to  '  Boston,  the 
question  might  arise  whether  it  would  not  be  well 
to  buUd  works  for  the  temporary  supply  of  the 
latter  city,  which  could  hereafter  'be  made  availa- 
ble in  the  extensions  that  will  be  required  to  meet 
the  growth  of  Charlestown  and  the  cities  now  sup- 
plied from  its  works."  We  are  now  annexed  and 
the  temporary  supply  is  a  supply  for  ten 
years.  Why  not  use  that  supply?  'The  works 
will  not  be  lost.  He  also  upon  the  same  page 
nrges  as  an  objection  to  the  Mystic  "the  small- 
ness  of  the  supply  in  the  distant  future."  In 
City  Document  29,  p.  59,  he  raises  the  same 
objection  to  the  Sudbury,  as  also  the  valuable  mUl 
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interests  aU'ccted.  Til-?  same  objection  being 
raised  as  to  the  Sudbury  and  Mystic  alike  (namely, 
tlie  limited  supply  in  tlie  distant  future),  let  us  ex- 
amine it.  It  has  "already  been  made  apparent  that 
tlie  statement,  if  true,  is  no  objection  to  makinf?  the 
greatest  possible  use  of  the  Mystic,  as  such  must 
be  made  in  any  event.  15ut  is  the  statement  true 
of  the  Mystic  as  it  is  undoubtedly  of  the  Sudburj^? 
Whenyou  gel  your  limit  of  forty  or  whatever  mil- 
lions from  the  Sudbury  you,  are  at  the  end  of  the 
rope.  Not  so  with  the  Mystic.  The  upper 
Mystic  has  a  watershed  of  27.75  square  miles; 
the  lower  pond,  etc.,  has  4.00,  and  the  Shaw.sheeri 
has  34.00,  making  6.'j.75  square  miles.  The  Sudbuiy 
has  7.25  more  than  the  Mystic  and  Shawsheen.  The 
Mystic  will  cost  ?fl,408,546,  and  the  Shawsheen, 
when  it  is  wanted,  $2,623,775,  making  $4,032,321. 
Theexpenseof  foundations  forengines,engiueers, 
and  mains  for  Mystic  should  (certainly  a  part  of 
it  be  deducted,  as  they  could  be  used  for  both 
waters),  would  be,  $598,400,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$3,433,861. 

The  cost  of  both  Mystic  and  Shawsheen  would 
be  in  round  numbers"$3,500,000,  adding  to  this  sum 
additional  pumping  power.  Perhaps  the  true  way 
to  look  at  the  Shawsheen  supply  is  to  see  what  it 
will  cost  to  get  its  water  in*:o  My'stic  Pond,  letting 
the  pumps  take  care  of  it  when  "it  gets  there ;  for 
as  I  have  already  said  puniiiing  is  the  true  method. 
All  pumping  works  pay,  and  the  great  gravita- 
tion works  will  not  pay.  I  say,  therefore,  let  the 
water  run  into  the  Mystic  and  thus  furnish 
what  you  want,  aiid  as  you  want  it,  and  no 
more.  Let  us  see  what  the  Shawsheen  water 
will  cost.  All  the  storage  basins  cost,  by 
the  Engineer's  estimates,  $575,350,  and  the 
conduit,  gate  house,  canal,  improvement 
of  the  Abajonna,  waste  wiers,  laud,  etc.,  $385,000. 
So  you  get  thirty-four  miles  of  water  shed,  equal 
to  25,000.000  gallons  daily  of  the  best  of  water  in 
the  country  for  less  than  one  million  of  dollars. 
But  you  will  not  require  all  three  reservoirs 
at  first.  Therefore  take  one  at  say  $200,- 
000,  and  the  expenditure  will  be  less  than 
$600,000.  This  is  the  better  way  of  dealing 
with  the  Shawsheen.  Thus  far  the  quality 
of  the  water  is  unexceptionable.  It  is  not  a 
meadow  river— it  runs  through  and  drains  a  roll- 
ing, gravelly  country.  In  this  respect  it  differs 
from  the  Sudbury,  Assabet,  Charles  and  Concord. 
(See  City  Doc.  38,  p.  108.)  The  Charles,  Sudbury, 
Assabet  and  Concord  rivers  are  very  different  in 
character  from  the  Merrimac  and  Blackstone. 
Formed  as  they  are  by  the  brooks  which  rise  in 
meadow  land,  and  flowing  as  they  do  through 
ineadows  and  marshes,  the  waters  are  character- 
ized, especially  in  the  late  summer  and  fall,  by  the 
presence  in  solution  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
vegetable  matter,  which  gives  the  water  a  yellow 
or  brown  color,  already  alluded  to. 

Another  fact  is  we  need  a  different  kind  of 
legislation.  Under  the  present  system  of  legisla- 
tion, by  which  if  the  city  takes  any  water  it  is  held 
to  pay  for  the  whole,  whether  used  or  not,  and 
the  mill  damages  are  an  immense  item. 

This  item  is  admitted  to  be  much  less  in  the 
Shawshine  than  in  any  other  scheme.    I  will  not— 


It  Is  so  late— delay  the  Council  with  any  anaty-i-" 
of  the  Engineer's  estimates  for  getting  water  from 
the  Concord  by  his  expensive  routes- for  any  one 
'  can  see  that  the  old  canal  from  the  Shawsheen  to 
the  Concord  is  almost  intact.  A  few  thousand 
dollars  would  let  an  unlimited  flow  of  the  Concord 
water  into  the  Shawsheen  reservoir. 

As  a  sample  of  the  unnecessary  perfection  of 
the  Engineer's  estimates,  we  fln(f  three  miUions 
for  settling  basins,  filters,  etc.,  to  take  cp.re  of  ths 
turbidity  of  water  that  is  only  turbid  sixty  days 
as  he  '^ays.  Now  I  should  say  that  when  there  ar« 
freshets  enough  to  make  the  water  turbid  we 
should  not  draw  it  at  all,  there  being  water  enough 
elsewhere  then.  Besides,  good  engineering  would 
give  us  reservoirs  lasting  at  least  sixty  days.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Peabody),  the  other 
night,  gave  us  the  best  rea«on  for  delay — till  we 
can  get  legislation  dealing  justly  by  the  city,  en- 
abling it  to  supply  water  to  milfowners  and  itself, 
and  paying  only  for  the  real  injury  done. 

There  is  safety  and  economy  in  delay.  The 
question  now  is  shall  we  commit  the  city  to  this 
expensive  scheme  while  there  is  such  real  dispute 
as  to  its  being  the  best.  If  this  order  is  adopted, 
there  is  no  retreat— we  are  committed  forever. 
"We  cannot  retreat,  how  much  soever  we  may  want 
to. 

There  was  one  thing  I  was  sorry  to  see  in  our 
Tiew  of  the  Mystic  the  other  day.  We  were  taken 
by  an  enthu.^iastic  Sudbury  man  to  every  place  on 
"the  Mystic  where  there  was  filth  of  any  kind,  for 
the  purpose  of  prejudicing  us  against  its  waters. 
"We  did  find  water  impregnated  with  the  flavor  of 
hemlock  bark,  and  a  place  where  the  hair  from 
the  skins  of  animals  was  soaked  to  rid  it  of  the 
lime  that  was  upon  it.  But  that  enthusiastic 
Sudbury  man  did  not  take  us  to  witness  the  sew- 
age from  the  tovm  of  Natick  where  it  enters  the 
Cochituate.  I  take  it  that  a  little  hemlock  bark 
■  and  lime  that  has  been  mixed  with  the  hair  of  cat- 
tle, however  little  we  may  like  its  effect  upon  our 
drinking  water,  though  ever  so  remote,  is  not  so 
revolting  as  the  human  sevvage  which  finds  its 
way  into  the  Cochituate. 

StiU,  I  consider  the  tanneries  and  glue  factories 
of  the  Mystic  are  entitled  to  no  influence  upon  the 
question  to  be  decided  here,  for  the  reason  that  if 
they  are  obnoxious  even  to  the  imaginations  of  the 
citizens  who  use  the  water,  the  evil  should  be  rem- 
edied. East  Bo-ton  and  Charlestown  are  entitled 
to  as  much  consideration  in  this  regard  as  the  city 
proper,  and  I  should  second  with  all  my  might 
any  effort  to  purify  the  water  they  use. 

It  would  certainly  be  extremely  unmanly  for 
any  of  us  to  compel  them  to  use  water  which  we 
are  unwilling  to  use.  My  oelief  is  that  the  time 
is  rapidly  approaching  when  we  shall  find  that 
whatever  imijurities  flow  into  the  Mystic  will  be 
more  easily  removed  than  those  that  flow  into  the 
Cochituate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  "Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  until  next 
Thursday,  at  half -past  8  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       A  L  D  E  R  M  K  N 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    25,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldennan  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIKMET). 

Special  I'olice  Officers— Frederick  M.  Safford, 
Samuel  Everett,  S.  Austin  Everett,  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetei-y;  Elisha  Moscley,  James  M.  Torrey, 
Frederick  1'.  Moseley,  Crescent  avenue  and  its 
vicinity;  J.  Charles  Frank,  J.  C.  Frank,  Jonathan 
Pierce,  Frank  Tyrrell,  Oeorge  E.  Boutell,  James 
Leavitt,  A.  B.  i'ishcr.  Long  Island  Steamboat 
Company;  Frank  C.  Watkins,  Stephen  D.Lake, 
Distiict  TeU'grai)h  Comp.any ;  William  G.  Lloyde, 
Bethel  Church  and  Mariners'  House,  North  scpiare ; 
Charles  W.  Payne,  Dorchester  avenue  and  Swan 
street;  John  Kenny,  Commercial  street  and  the 
wharves;  (rilbert  A.  Hamilton,  Dover  and  Albany 
streets  and  the  vicinity. 

Weigher  of  Coal— William  A.  Hammond. 

HEARINGS   ON  ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  common  &ewers  in  Wa-sh- 
ington  square,  east  from  Oliver  street,  and  in 
Condor  street,  between  Meridian  and  Brooks 
streets,  were  considered,  and  there  being  no  ob- 
jection the  petitions  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.  Timothy  Donovan  et  a.l., 
for  the  removal  of  two  trees  from  Chapman 
street,  between  Lawrence  and  Richmond  streets, 
in  Charlestown,  and  remonstrances  of  John  Fitz- 
gerald and  Robinson  &  Brown  against  the  same. 

To  the  Joint  Comvrntiee  on  Common  and  Public 
Ch-ounds.  William  Gray  and  several  hundred 
others,  that  the  asphalt  walks  be  removed  from 
the  Common  and  malls,  oecause,  first,  the  asphalt 
keeps  air  and  rain  from  the  roots  of  trees ;  sec- 
ond, it  injures  the  roots  by  overheating  them; 
third,  by  preventing  evaporation  from  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  it  prevents  the  ascent  of  moisture 
from  below.  And  they  also  pray  that  immediate 
steps  be  taken,  by  suitable  care,  and  by  setting 
out  new  trees,  to  put  the  malls  and  trees  in  a  con- 
dition to  contribute  to  the  health  and  enjoyment 
of  the  whole  conununity. 

Edward  Austin  and  over  a  hundred  others, 
referring  to  the  legal  opinions  of  Jeremiah  Mason, 
Charles  P.  Curtis,  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  Franklin 
Dexter  and  Nathaniel  J.  Bowditch,  given  at  the 
re<iuest  and  for  the  use  of  the  City  Council  in 
1843,  remonstrating  against  any  turther  encroach- 
ments upon  the  ancient  limits  of  Boston  Common, 
as  established  in  1640.  They  also  request  that  all 
the  asphaltum  cement  and  other  deleterious  sub- 
stances may  be  forthwith  removed  fron.  the  roots 
of  the  trees  upon  the  malls,  and  that  they  may  be 
restored  as  near  as  may  be  to  their  former  condi- 
tion, and  that  no  more  trees  may  be  destroyed. 

To  the  Comynittee  on  Armories.  Company  E, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  approval  of  armory 
at  corner  of  Washington  and  Harvard  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildinffs.  William  C.  Reed,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  builtling  on  383  Harrison  avenue  for  a 
coal  shed. 

7'o  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  A.  W.  Wight,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  fifty  horses  on  Head  place. 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
four  additional  horses  on  Mercer  street,  near  Tele- 
graph street. 

\V  illiam  F.  Wlieeler,  to  occupy  wooden  staole 
for  four  horses  on  Columbia  street,  near  school- 
house. 

Cyrus  Small,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Hartford  street,  near  Howard. 

Andrew  Littig,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Faxon  place,  from  1463  Tremont  street. 

L.  B.  Thompson,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  corner  of  Milton  avenue  and  Selden 
street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assessed  for  widening  of  Cambridge 
street,  in  Brighton,  in  1872. 


To  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  George  F.  Tewksbury,  for  le^ve  to  re- 
move ballast  from  Winthrop  Beach. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Clemens  Schmidt 
et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Reed  street. 

F.  S.  Johnson  et  at.,  that  the  George-street 
sewer  be  extended  to  Magazine  street. 

D.  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  that  the  Marginal-street 
.sewer  be  extended  to  Jeffrey's  Point. 

Donald  Kennedy  e(  a/.,  that  the  remainder  of 
Dorchester  Brook,  from  Dudley  stieet  Xa>  the 
neighborhood  of  Grove  Hall,  be  converted  into 
sewer  purposes. 

Roger  Drury,  for  a  common  sewer  in  Terrace 
place. 

Henry  S.  Brown  et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Jess  streat, 
AVard  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavin;/- Isaac  H.  Gary 
et  al.,  that  Forest  Hills  street  and  Williams  street 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

L.  A.  Foss  &  Co.,  that  Shawmut  avenue,  from 
Morton  to  Green  street,  Ward  17,  may  be 
sprinkled. 

John  W.  HoUis  et  al.,  that  Brighton  avenue  and 
Brighton  street,  from  Brighton  avenue  to  AVa-sli- 
ington  street,  may  be  watered. 

Henry  Baldwin  et  al.,  that  a  concrete  walk  be 
laid  in  front  of  the  estate  of  J.W.Hollis  in  Ward  19. 

E.  &  F.  King  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  India  street  may 
be  repaved  from  Milk  ttieet  to  India  wharf. 

E.  B.  Stetson,  that  a  driveway  may  be  construct- 
ed in  Austin  street  to  the  stable  of  petitioner. 

George  M.  Starbird  &  Co.et  a^,tbat  edgestones 
be  set  and  gutters  paved  on  Sullivan  street, 
Charlestown. 

Holmes  &  Blanchard,  for  leave  to  run  a  wire 
rope,  for  the  transmission  of  power,  from  No.  6 
Charlestown  street  to  Haymarket  Block. 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave 
to  place  poles  in  Market  or  Parsons  street, 
Brighton. 

Linus  M.  Child  et  al.,  that  the  fence  on  north 
side  of  Beacon  street,  west  of  Gloucester  street, 
be  set  back  to  the  liue  of  the  street  and  a  plank 
walk  laid. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leava  to 
construct  a  turnout  on  Shawmut  avenue,  near 
Cobden  street,  and  to  extend  the  turnouts  now  lo- 
cated at  Townsend  and  Oakland  streets  on  Shaw- 
mnt  avenue. 

Edwin  McCnllis,  to  be  paid  for  change  of  grade 
on  Paris  street. 

Heirs  of  Charles  Thompson,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Central  street. 

James  Dana  et  al.,  that  Causeway  and  Beverly 
streets,  near  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  station,  be 
repaired  and  put  in  order. 

Thomas  G.  Folger,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Regent  stieet. 

A.  N.  Webb  et  al.  that  the  passageways  leading 
from  Rutland  square  to  West  Newton  street  and 
Concord  square  be  put  in  order. 

E.  M.  McPherson  et  al.,  that  Saratoga,  Chelsea 
and  other  streets  in  Section  Four,  East  Boston,  be 
put  in  order. 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  extend  a  shaft 
across  Foundry  street. 

Coffin,  Nichols  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  some  suitaVile 
street  be  paved  with  equal  portions  of  granite  and 
of  wood  pavement  as  a  test  of  endurance. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  purchase  a 
suitable  lot  of  land  as  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $25,000,  to  be  trans- 
ferred for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee ;  as  this  ex- 
pense is  not  provided  for  in  any  other  fund,  it 
will  be  necessai-y  for  the  order  to  go  to  the 
Finance  Committee  kef  ore  it  can  be  passed  by  the 
City  Council. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Medford  street,  Charlestown,  between  Cook  and 
Lexington  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks,  atan 
estimated  cost  of  $30,000.    Pa.ssed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
and  macadamize  Melville  avenue,  Dorchester,  at  a 
cost  of  $12,000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
sidewalks  on  northerly  side  of  Ruggles  street,  be- 
tween Tremont  and  Parker  streets.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  sidewalk  of  estates  Nos.  158  to  168 
Commonwealth  avenue.    I'assed. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  on 
Centre  street,  to  be  added  to  the  Lowell  School- 
house  yard,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 
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Order  to  pay  James  Dolan,  Jr.,  six  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  dollars  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
widing  of  Magazine  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  a  suitable  room  in 
the  Girls'  High  Schoolhouse  for  drawing  classes, 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  furniture  and  fixtures 
for  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  contract  with 
•William  Ring  of  Brighton  for  the  removal  of  night 
Boil  from  tt at  district,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  cubic  load,  to  be  paid  by  parties  benefited 
thereby.  Laid  upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Worthington. 

■Order  to  appropriate  one  hundred  and  fifty 
doUars  per  annum  for  the  ringing  of  the  Brighton 
bells  at  the  usual  hours,  at  morning,  noon  and 
evening;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  "Incidentals"  and  inserting  "Bells 
and  Clocks."  The  amendment  was  adopted  and 
the  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended. 

:    Alderman  Cutter — Is  this  appropriation  the  same 
as  it  was  last  year? 

Alderman  Brooks  —  From  information  that  I 
have  received  from  that  section,  I  can  inform  the 
gentleman  front  Ward  6  that  it  is.  It  has  been 
.an  ancient  custom  to  ring  the  bell  of  that  church 
three  times  a  day  for  the  benefit  of  workiiignatn 
in  the  vicinity  to  designate  the  hours  for  begin- 
ning labor. 

;    The  order  as  amended  was  passed. 
;    Report  and  order  relating  to  the  disposition  of 
the  several  invested  funds  received  from  Brigh- 
ton and  Charlestown.    Order  passed. 

Orders  to  provide  additional  Municipal  Court 
accommodations  in  the  old  City  Hall,  Charles- 
town,  etc.,  and  to  provide  the  necessary  furniture 
for  said  improved  court' room    Severally  passed. 

Nomination  by  the  Mayor  of  Messrs.  Spinney, 
Howard  and  Pearson  as  Registrars  of  Voters  in 
this  city.    Confirmed. 

PAPEBS  FROM  THE  COMMOK  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  J.  A.  King,  Francis  J.  Downes  and 
W.  S.  and  George  O.  Wiley.  Severally  referred  in 
«onnurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  petition  of 
Charlestown  Infant  Scuool,  etc.,  for  an  appropria- 
tion from  the  cit>  treasury.    Accepted. 

The  order  requesting  Committee  on  Water  lo 
consider  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  to 
convey  away  the  impurities  discharged  into  Mys- 
tic Pond  from  Winchester  and  Woburn,  and  re- 
port on  the  cost  of  the  same,  came  up  from  the 
Common  CouncU,  referred  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Board.    The  Board  concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  J.  H.  George  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  on  Second  street.  Order 
passed. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
.committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Seventeenth  of  June  in  Charlestown 
Dis  trict,  at  an  expense  of  $800,  as  in  said  order 
«et  forth.  Passed — yeas  12,  nays  O^-and  Aldermen 
Harris  and  Brooks  joined  to  the  committee  on  the 
■part  of  the  Board. 

,  Order  to  print  one  thousand  additional  copies 
.of  the  proposed  "Sumner  Memorial." 
:  Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  propriety  of  the 
city  of  Boston  going  into  the  book-publishing 
business.  Probably  the  member  of  the  Council 
who  oflfe  red  that  order  thought  he  could  have  a 
pjrtipn  of  those  books  to  give  away. .  Now,  under 
the  vote  passed  by  the  City, Council,  all  not  con- 
nected with  this  Government  who  receive  these 
books  will  have  to  pay  for  them  whatever  it  cost 
•  to  print  them.  One  thousand  have  already  been 
•ordered,  and  I  think  that  number  is  suflicient. 
Gentlemen  can  hardly  be  aware  of  the  immenee 
-amount  of  money  spent  in  this  way,  and  I  think  a 
stop  ought  to  be  put  to  it.  The  eulogy  of  Senator 
Schurz  has  been  published  in  various  forms  and 
has  no  doubt  been  issued  by  authority  for  other 
parties  outside  of  the  city  of  Boston,  so  that  there 
will  be  no  question  but  that  the  public  have  had 
sufficient  facilities  for  procuring  a  full  account  of 
the  proceedings  in  connection  with  that  ceremony 
without  the  city  of  Boston  printing  and  publish- 
ing this  thousand  extra  copies.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  Board  will  not  concur  with  the  Council  in  the 
■  passage  of  the  order.  , 

..  The  order  was  rejected,  in  non-concurrence,    r, 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  tor 
authority  to  raise  to  grade  the  district  bounded 
by  Hampden,  Swott,  Gerard  streets  and  Norfolk 
ii venue,  so  as  to  effect  .bettei  drainage.      ..j  i^ua 


The  question  on  concurrence  was  put   and   the 

Chairman  declared  the  order  rejected^  stating  that 

only  one  member  (Alderman  Stebbins)  had  voted. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 

upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter  raised  the  point  that  a  refusal 

■to  non-concur  killed  the  .'>rder. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  concur- 
rence or  non-concurrence  with  the  Common 
Council.  ^' 

Alderman  Cutter — I  understood  the  Chair  to  de- 
clare that  it  was  not  a  vote. 

Aldennan  Harris— Is  the  matter  settled  by  that 
TOte  ? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  declared  the  order 
rejected. 

>,    Alderman  Harris— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  voted  against  ooncurring 

•with  the  other  branch  for  the  reason  that  the  city 

-has  one  similar  job  upon  its  hands  at  tlie  present 
time  in  the  Northampton-street  district,  audit 
will  take  until  the  snow  flies  to  complete  that.  This 
work  is  carried  forward  under  a  little  different 
plan  from  that  which  regulated   the  raising  of 

.the    Church    and    Suffolk  street    districts.      The 

•cost  of  the  work  is  to  be  assessed  upon  the  estates 

•benefited,  and  we  do  not  kn^w  what  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  this  new  law  may  be.      It   may 

-work  well  audit  may  r.ot;  therefore,  1  hope  the 
city  will  not  take  hold  of  another  job  until  this 
one  is  completed..  I  am  not  aware  that  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case  requires  it,  that  there  is  any 
trouble  with  the  ilrainage.  Perhaps  in  the  future 
there  might  be  something  required  to  be  done  on 

•that  territory. 

Aldennan  Peters— If  it  is  necessary  to  do  this 
could    it   not   be    done  better    by   making    the 

•cynti-a«t  now  while  the  radroad  track  is  laid  in 
the  vicinity  and  the  Northampton-street  district 
is  being  fiUed  ? 
Alderman  Power— I  do  not  know  but  we  are  all 

•out  of  order  now  in  discussing  this  question;  but 
th?  reasons  given  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8 
are  the  best  that  can    be   used  for   getting   thi.s 

.  authority.  There  is  no  question  but  that  this 
■woi%  needs  to  be  done  just  as  much  as  the  North- 
ampton-street district  needed  to  be  graded,  and  it 
should  be  done  in  connection  with  that  w«rk.  The 
city  of  Boston  can  make  a  contract  under  present 
cu'cumstances  much  cheaper  than  it  ever  can 
again.  This  territory  borders  upon  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district,  and  there  is  just  as  much  need 

,of  taking  this  as  there  was   to  fin   up    the   other. 

•  Buildings  are  being  erected  there  every  day  in  the 
week  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  unhealthv  localities 

•in  the  city  of  Boston  today.    I  hope  this  order  to 

.get  the  necessary  authority  wdl  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter— That  order  ought  to  go  to  a 
committee,  so  as  to  have  the  bounuaiy,  lines  de- 
fined and  the  necessities  of  the  case  set  fo^th  in 
an  intelligent  manner.  We  do  not  know  exactly 
■what  an  order  of  that  "kind,  put  in  as  that  one  was, 

:means,  or  how  much  territory  it  covers,  or  the 

•  cost  of  the  work-  Therefoie,  it-  we  pass  it  today, 
we  should  vote  rather  llindly.  It  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  and  the  merits  of  the  sub- 
ject set  forth  before  this  Eodrd  parses  upon  it 
We  are   now  filling  up  the  Northampton-street 

.  district,  the  contract  for  which  has  been  signed 

•but  it  will  not  do  for  this  district  at  all.  By  the 
a,ction  of  this  Board  and  the  Street  Commission- 

.ers  we  have  done  more  than  we  were  authorized 
to  do  under  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  have 

.  been  compelled  to  pay  a  dollar  a  foot  more  for  fill- 
ing   the   streets  above    to   grade  12.      It   would 

■  not  be  economy  for  us  to  go  on  blindly  in  this  \vav 
and  I  think  this  order  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  district 

Alderman  Peters— I  am  not  familiar  with  the 
streets  there ;  but  the  order,  as  printed  on  the  pro- 
gramme, provides  "for  authority  to  raise  to  crade 
the  district  bounded  by  Hampden,  Swett,  Gerard 

: streets  and  ISorfolk  avenue." 

;  Alderman  Power— That  clearly  defines  the  terri- 
tory. At  high,  tide  the  water,  covers  th(>.  greater 
1  ortion  of  this  territoiv,  which  is  being  built  over, 
and  I  think  there  is  just  as  much  necessity  for 

-taking  tliis  district  as  there  was  for  filling  the 
Northampton-street  district.    I  have  no  Objection 

-to  its  going  to  the  conmiittee  if  the  gentleman  de- 
sires it;  but  I  think  we  should  have  all  .he  power 
that  can  be  obt^ained  to  improve  this  territory. 
Alderman  Worthington— This  is  merely  an  order 

'  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  this  authoritv,  the 

■isame  as  we  did  last  week,    it  can  do  no  hiuni  to 

•  get  the  authority,  and  if  we  put  it  off  liv  referrinn- 
,  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  the  KoriUamptoir- 

street  District  it  lasiy  be  too  late.    Let  us  refer  It 
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after  we  g;et  the  authority.  1  hope  we  shall  flrst 
fret  the  authority,  and  cunsiiler  the  matter  after- 
ward. 

Alilerman  StebbinK— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  is  evidently  mistaken  in  his  supposition  as  to 
the  territory  covered  by  this  order.  Tide  water 
(loos  not  eonie  near  the  territory  inoludod  in  the 
boundaries  of  this  order. 

Alderman  Tower— I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don; but  it  does.  1  have  been  on  the  ground 
within  three  days.  The  water  comes  through  a 
sluiceway  under  Swett  street,  and  sometimes  runs 
over  there. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  here  a  note  from  a 
land-owner  who  suggests  that  Magazine  street  be 
taken  in  place  of  Gerard  street.  I  think  tiiat  i)er- 
hai)s  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  right,  and  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Alderman  Power — This  is  marshy  land,  and  the 
Boston  Gas  Company  has  at  present  a  very  power- 
ful steam  engine  there  to  keep  the  salt  water 
pumped  out  of  the  premises  where  thej;  are  build- 
ing a  gasometer.  There  is  a  large  sluiceway  un- 
der Sweti  street,  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  and 
sometimes  the  water  flows  over.  It  is  clear  marsh 
mud.  I  think  it  likely  that  the  order  does  not  em- 
brace as  much  territory  as  it  ought,  and  if  gentle- 
men wish  to  pay  the  attention  to  this  matter  that 
it  deserves  I  have  no  objection  to  their  investigat- 
ing it  and  asking  for  authority  to  cover  all  the 
territory  that  may  be  necessary. 

The  question  oii  concurrence  (to  solve  the  doubt) 
was  put,  and  the  order  was  rejected  by  a  rising 
vote— 4  for,  7  against. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Power  moved  to  /econ- 
sider  the  last  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter — If  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  intends  to  move  to  refer  the  order  to  a  commit- 
tee, I  shall  vote  for  a  reconsideration  j  if  he  wishes 
to  pass  the  order  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Power— My  intention  is  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  because  I  think  we  should  have 
the  district  defined  beyond  a  doubt.  I  do  not 
think  the  order  covers  all  the  temtory  involved. 
It  will  involve  a  great  expense  to  somebody,  and 
therefore  I  think  a  committee  should  clearly  de- 
fine the  limits. 

The  Board  voted  to  reconsider,  and  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  order  was  referred  to 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  in  non-coacuiTence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $60,000, 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriations  for  the  exten- 
sion of  water  works  in  AVards  13, 14, 15  and  16,  and 
to  cover  the  expense  of  making  surveys  for  the 
extension  of  the  water  works  in  Wards  17  and  19. 
Referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  in  non-con- 
currence, on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthingion. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICEBS. 

School  Committee.  A  recfUest  was  received  from 
the  School  Committee  for  a  joint  convention  on 
Tuesday,  June  9,  at  7^4  o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  a  vacancy  in  said  School  Commit- 
tee, caused  by  the  resignation  of  C.  H.  B.  Breck 
of  Ward  19.    The  Board  concurred. 

City  Treasurer.  A  statement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Dorchester  trust  funds  from  April  30,  1873, 
to  April  30, 1874,  was  received  from  the  City  Treas- 
urer and  referied  to  the  Committee  on  Treasury 
Depai-tinent.  The  income  received  from  interest, 
etc.,  on  the  Gibson  Fund  during  the  year  was 
$1460  44;  paid  per  order  of  School  Committee, 
$1243  00.  This  fund  amounts  to  $17,575  79.  The 
Stoughton  Poor  Fund,  with  $42  96  interest  for  tlie 
year,  amounts  to  $885  02 — deposited  with  the  city 
to  accumulate.  The  Stoughton  School  Fund 
amounts  to  $4140,  and  the  interest  for  the  year  is 
$323  32. 

LOCATION     ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Companv,  accepting  the  location 
S -anted  by  the  Board  in  Washington,  State  and 
evonshire  streets.    Placed  on  file. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1471  96  for  jail  expenses  for 
the  month  of  May,  which  was  ajjproved  and  or- 
dered paid. 

PROPOSED  LOCATION  OF  STEAM  ENGINE. 

On  the  petition  of  D.  W.  Lewis  &  Co.,  for  leave 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  their 
premises  on  Station  street,  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  who  jnay  object 
on  Monday,  June  15,  at  4  P.  M. 
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By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice— Report  in  favor  of  confirming  the  appoiiit- 
ments  of  police  officers,  submitted  by  the  ^ayor 
on  the  18th  in»t.  The  nominations  were  con- 
firmed. 

i!  iBy  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
itBaving— Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
jtetition  of  William  J.  Smith,  that  the  name  of 
IJudley  street,  from  Magazine  street  to  the  old 
line  of  Dorchester,  be  called  Stoughton  street. 
Accepted. 

Bv  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
iGlaims — Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
.on  petition  of  Jolm  Maliady,  for  coini)ensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Chardon 
street;  and  Charles  B.  Shute,  for  compensation 
for  Injuries  to  his  carriage  on  account  of  alleged 
defect  in  highway  at  Charlestown  Neck.  Sever- 
ally ac«epte(l. 

liy  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Overseers  of  the.  Poor,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
l)reamble  and  vote  authorizing  the  Mayor  in  be- 
half of  the  city  of  Boston  to  execute  certain  in- 
dentures concerning,  property  of  the  late  IMvid 
Seals,  in  which  the  city  is  interested — Report 
•  that  the  vote  ought  to  pass.    The  vote  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  —  Reports  recommending  action  upon 
applications  for  licenses,  as  follows : 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted—'^'.  L.Allen, 3  Province 
street;  Martin  J.  Hanscomb,  33'^  Howard  street ; 
Henry  Jager,  520  Washington  street ;  Mosely  & 
Adams,  Neponset  House  (renewal). 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — Bernard  Trainer,  5 
North  square ;  H.  L.  White  and  six  others,  for 
transfers  of  wagon  licenses. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— John  Klesa,  12 
Hayward  place. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— William  Hesne- 
mann,  61^  Boylston  street;  Roelle&  Delchere,  19 
Boylston  street. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Granted— John  S.  Landers, 
1005  Washington  street;  Moseley  &  Adams,  Ne- 
ponset House. 

Hack  License  Granted — John  Kielty ;  and  three 
others  for  transfer  of  hack  licenses. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  H. 
Webb,  41  Tremont  street;  Z.  M.  Saunders,  9  Per- 
kins street,  Charlestown ;  P.  J.  Glea.son,  648  Har- 
rison avenue;  Dearborn  &  Co.,  Court  square. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — R.  H.  Anderson 
to  five  musical  and  dramatic  entertainments  at 
CM-ner  of  Poplar  and  Anderson  streets;  Joseph 
M.  Ford  to  exhibit  panorama  of  Ireland  at  East 
and  South  Boston,  Charlestown  and  Brighton. 

Minors  Applications  Granted— John  Falveyand 
four  others, newsboys. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— L.  Nevvcomb  & 
Co.,  5  Court  avenue;  M.  C.  Smith,  20  Devonshire 
street;  P.  A.  Garvey,  16  Elm  street;  James  W. 
Dolliver,  5  Broad  street;  Robert  C.  Siefert;,3i^ 
State  street;  John  L.  Williams,  1  Franklin  streiet; 
Patrick  Coyne,  Sixth  street,  near  P;  C.  T.  Morse, 
6  Charles- River  avenue;  Joseph  Niccolrni,  Warren 
Bridge,  near  the  draw:  John  S.  Doane,  4ti6  Hano- 
ver street;  Henry  Bub, 46  Leverett  street;  John 
Moville,  117  Eliot  street;  H.  P.  Barnabee,  14  Lin- 
coln street;  Anton  Benz,  1154  Washington  street; 
Edward  Randall,  346  Hanover  street;  Lawrence  <!t 
Co.,  175  Hanover  street;  Alexander  Boudrow',  248 
North  square;  Daniel  J.  Connelly,  37'J  Hanover 
street;  Chester  Ball, 87  Richmond  street;  Matthew 
Viscouviteli.  76  Marginal  street,  East  Boston. 

Severally  ac^epteS. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  A.  S.  Brown  )it  al.,  for  the  removal  of  elm 
tree  near  police  station  in  Ward  17.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  A.  W.  Perrin,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  the^Superintend'ent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  take  down  an<l  remove  the  tree  stand- 
ing in  the  «entre  of  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
estate  owned  by  A.  W.  Perrin,  on  the  south  side 
of  Waverley  street;  the  expense,  if  any,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving.  •  '1 

Read  twice  ana  passed. 
•■■  By  Alderman Worthiugton,  for  the  Committee  on 
■mealth  on  the  jwrt  of  the  Board- Reports  in  f.avor 
of  granting  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy stables:  G.  H.  Moselej',  Island  street ;  Ira  R. 
Worcester,  Ottawa  street;  H.H.  Gallisou,  56  and 
68  Leverett  street;  Mary  Hamlin,  White  street. 
No.  112;  'Norcross  Brothers,  Huntington  avenue 
and    Clarendon    street;    Eliza   M.    Bowe,  Laurel 
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street;  l^rs.  Adelakle  Freeujap,  Glen,(l,^  ^i^re^t; 
C.  B.  Fauixce,  141?  Treinont  street.  

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  ^utr 
vey  and  Insjjection  or  Buildings — Beports  reijow- 
mendiiig  the  passage  of  accompanying  orders 
authorizing  the  granting  of  permits  to  erect 
wooden  buUdings,  as  follows:  Charles  Cimlerj 
Washington  street,  Ward  19-  Mary  A.  Cook.Mich- 
igan  avenue;  Silas  PierCe,' Mercantile  street,  fliJ- 
bian  &  Cheney,  Medf oTcl  street,  Ward  21 ;  May- 
nard  &  Rice,  Mather  avenue,  Ward  19.  . 

The  orders  >yere  severally  read,  .tyv^ce  ^d 
passed.  -  ^ 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Coinraittee  on 
Paving— Reports  recommending  the  passage  p^ 
the  following  orders :  ,  '  .  , ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  Ije 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgcstohes  on  Fos- 
ter street,  Ward  19,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a, 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof.  i  ' 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Stoughtpn  street 
in  AVard  16,  lying  between  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween Roxburv"  and  Dorchester  and  Ilpham's 
Coruei;,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  Dudley 
street,  and  that  the  Superintendent  pf  Streets  be 
mtccted  to  place  street  'signs  upon  and  number 
sa4tl  street,  ,in  extension  of  Dudley  street,  Rox- 
Biiryi 

■  Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  cf  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Butle^  street,  be- 
iw^erii  'Aflams  and  Richmond  streets.  Ward  16, 
■Estimated  cost,  $1500.  '" 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Hawes  street,  between  Congress 
and  Kilby  streets,  with  wood  pavement;  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Burnt  District.    Estimated  cost,  $700. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordpretl,  That  the  license  granted  to  R.  W.  Gor- 
don, April  6, 1874,  to  sprinkle  Winthrop  and  Ad- 
ams streets,  Charlestown,  be  and  thesa.me  is  here- 
by revoked;  and  that  Timothy  Colman  be  licensed 
to  sprinkle  said  Winthrop  and  Adams  streets,  un- 
der the  usual  regulations. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris — May  I  ask  the  reason  why  the 
committee  arrived  at  that  conclusion?  Mr.  Gor- 
don is  cprtaiuly  a  very  worthy  man  and  I  believe 
he  would  do  nothing  against  the  interest  of  the 
«rty. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  committee  in  dividing  up 
the  districts  for  the  sprinklers  to  be  licensed  in , 
were  guided  somewhat  by  the  quantity  that  they 
could  give  each  man.  It  was  not  noticed  that  this 
man  had  petitioned  for  more  streets  than  he 
sprinkled  last  year,  and  that  he  infringed  upon 
the  rights  of  othere.  The  committee  committed 
an  error  in  letting  him  have  those  streets,  and  they 
desire  to  have  that  part  rescinded. 

Aldennan  Harris— Would  the  gentleman  object 
to  having  the  order  lie  over  till  next  meeting? 

Aklerman  Cutter— Not-  at  all.  I  withdraw  the 
motion  for  a  sect)nd  reading. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  committee — 

Ortlered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  in  front  of  the 
estates  numbered  from  131  to  149  London  street, 
Kast  Boston,  and  to  report  to  this  Boar^I  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered.  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
William  L.  Bradley  to  move  the  telegraph  poles  on 
Dorchester  avenue,  between  Dorchester  street  and 
the  Dorchester  line,  from  the  centre  to  the  outside 
of  the  sidewalk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Siiperintendent  of  Stieets  be 
(Urected  to  pave  the  sidewalks  oh  the  northerly 
side  of  Lenox  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Shawmut  avenue,  and  to  report  to  this  Board 
a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Order. of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Mtwiday,  June 
15,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  granting  the  peti- 
tion of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  extend  its  location  on  Washington  street  into 
Haymarket  square.    Passed. 

Order  of  notic,e;£pr  a  heqiring  on  Monday,  June 
15^  at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  granting  jjetition 
of  Middlesex  Raijfoad  Company,  for  location  on 
Washington  street  from  Cqi-nhill  to  Haymarket 
square.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  o;&  Monday,  June 
15,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  6i  granting  petition 
<fi  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
lay  a  second  track  on  Fourth  s^treet,  l^etween  T^ 
and  Q  streets.    Passed.  ■ '■  ' 

Ortlered,  That  abatements  ]be  made  tothefoli 
lowing  parties,  in  th6  ampunt  get  agaih^t  t^'xclt'-t^i' 
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spective  names,  the  same  being  for  errors  in  side- 
walk assessments :  BnoS  S.  DiUaway,  Jr.,  88  Gold 
street,  $9  .?8 ;  Enos  S.  Dillaway,  86  Gold  street, 
$9  47;  heirs  of  Jacoh  Todd,  83  Gold  street,  $7  96; 
Michael  McCarty,  60  Gold  street,  .|7  59;  William 
B„0'Connell,  02  Gold  street,  $12  30;  Joseph  N. 
DriscoU,  107  Sawyer  street,  f  14 ;  John  O'Brien,  73 
€r61d  street,  $H  20;  Peter  McCullough,  71  Gold 
Street,  $2  54 :  Dennis  Sullivan,  73  Gold  street, 
$23  23 ;  Maurice  Curry,  82  and  84  Gold  street,  $9  98J 
William  Boyiiton,  74  and  76  Gold  street,  |!18  47; 
Louisa  S,  Willis,  277  East  Eighth  street,  $14  14; 
John  Halloran,  257  East  Eighth  street,  |9  50;  John 
M<3(iee,  Norfolk  avenue,  $15  78;  Charles  E.  Speller, 
369  Dorchester  street,  $14  77;  James  Daley,  171 
Broom  street,  $4  53. 

Ordered,  Tha,t  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Egleston  square,  between  Shawmut  avenue  and 
Walnut  avenue,  as  showi'.  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  April  29, 1874, 
And  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor; 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Seaverns'  avenue.  West  Boxbury,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Sui-veyor, 
dated  April  28, 1874,  and  deiwsited  in  the  ofiice  of 
said  City  Surveyor, 

'  Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  gi-ade  of 
Medford  street^  between  Cook  and  Lexirigtoil 
^•eets,  Charlestowu,  as  shown  on  a  plan  an<l  pro- 
file drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  May  7, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  pfflce  of  sftid  City  Sur- 
vevor. 

Oi"der  for  the  collection  of  the  assessments  for 
laying  sidewalk  on  School  street,  between  Main 
and  High  streets,  as  per  schedule  submitted  by 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Ordei-ed,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
•directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
^ide  of  Washington  street,  between  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Shaler  aveiiue,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Supenntendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  easterly  side 
■of  Old  Harbor  street,  hetvveen  Old  Harbor  court 
and  Eighth  street,  one  hundred  feet  east  of  Old 
Harbor  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
nle  of  the  expense  thereof. 
'  Severally  read  twice  ana  x>assecL 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  ftar  the  Committee  on 
Bridres— 

'  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  rej),air  Neponset  Bridge,  at  an  estimat- 
ed exipense  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to 
he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and'passecL 

Alderman  Peters  offered  the  following: 
"  Ordered,  That  a  tnessage  be  sent  t<)  the  Com- 
mon Council  proposiiig  a  joint  convention  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council  on  Thursday  next  at 
■quarter-past  eight  o^clock  P.M.;  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  a  City  Treasurer  fdr  this'  financial  year. 
'  Passed.    '  ■. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  ou 
Sewers^Reports  and  reports  recommending  the 
passage  of  ordets  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  A.  D.  Williams  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in 
Perry  court.    Accepted. 

■  Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Tuesday,  June  2j 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constmct- 
ing  a  common  sewer  in  HnanUton  street.    Passed. 

Order  fortbe  c6nstniction  of  a  sewer  in  Pres^ 
oott  street,'  Roxbury. '  Read  once. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Tuesday,  Jnne  2, 
^t  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  cpnstructing  a  oom- 
feon  sevver  in  Bird'street.from  Baker  plkco  tow- 
ard Cdluiabia  street.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Tuesday,  June  2( 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  exjiertiency  oi  constructing  a  com- 
mon sewer  m  Pairllcld  street,  between  the  easter- 
ly line  of  Beacon  street  and  Charles  River, 

PassecL  '  ■ '  ■  ■  '  '• 

By  Alderman  HaH,  "for-  the  Committee  on 
Lamps- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  bo 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approva> 
of  the  Comniittee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  the 
Dorchester  Gaslight  Company  for  gas  for  lighting 
the  streets  in  that  seetiwn  of  thecity, upon  the 
same  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the  contracts 
now  existing  with  other  cpmpaiiics ;  the  price  not 
to -exceed  $3  per  thousand  ciuJic  feet. 
"  Aldei-inan  Hall  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  rpading. 

AUlerman  llarris  inquired  If  this  was  an  increase 
oyer  the  price  i)aid  Ifistyear.  ■  ■     •   ' 

Alderman  Hall— It  is  an  increase 'of  twenty-five 
vents  per  thousand  feet.    ■ 
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Alderman  Harris — Unless  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  are  given  why  this  increase  shall  be  made, 
I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass.  It  is  apparent  to 
eveiV  one  that  coal  is  cheaper  now  than  it  was  last 
year. 

Alderman  HaiL— Last  vear  the  price  for  supply- 
ing gas  for  the  Dorchester  District  was  $2  75  per 
thousanil  feet..  By  the  company's  own.  figures  it 
was  shown  that  the  actuaLcost  for  each  and  every 
thousand  feet  of  cubic  feet  of  gas  was  $2  92,  and 
they  supplied  it  to  the  city  oi  Boston  at  a  loss. 
They  asked  iis  to  give  them  the  cost  of  the  gas  this 
year  and  notified  us  that  they  would  not  furnish 
the  gas  at  the  old  price.  The  coicmittee,,  there- 
fore, agreed  to  recommend  this  smill  increase. 

Alderman  Peters — I  would  also  add  that  the 
Dorchester  ftas  Company  is  not  able  to  earn  divi- 
denils  and  pays  na  money  to  the  stockh^ders. 
The  cofuflnittee,  after  three  special  meetings  on 
the  subject,  agreed  to,give  them  the  cost  of  the. 
gas.  L  would  state  also  in  regard  to  an  order  that 
IS  to  come.,  that  the  Jamaica  Flaln  Gas  Company 
furnish  it  at  the  same  price, .but  under  a  different 
arrangemeut„so  that  the  lamps  ar»  to  be  burned 
all  night. 

Alderman  Power — What  was  the  price  paid  the 
Dorchester  Gas  Company  last  year? 

Alderman  Hall— Two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  a  thousand  feet. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  theoi'der  will  not  pass. 
I  have  been  before  a  legislative  committee  this 
year  on  the  gas  (luestion.  Representatives  of  the 
gas  couijjaniea  were  there,  and  each  and  eveiy  one 
of  thenii  refused  to  give  any  satisfactory  statement 
as  to  the  cost  of  gas.  It  has  be«n  demonstrated  be- 
yond doubt  that  the  gas  does  not  cost  anything  like 
three  dollars  per  thousand  feet,,  and  no  represen;- 
tative  of  a  gas  company,  will  say  tliat  itcests  thi-ee 
dollaj-'s  or  $2  5ft  a  thousand-  I  think  it  has  been 
demonstrated  beyond  all  doubt  that  it  does  not 
cost  more  than  $1  50  a  thousand,  even  when  coal 
is  higher  than,  it  is  now.  And  yet  they  agi.ee  to 
give  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  at  cost..  If  the  Dor- 
chester Gas  Company  loses  money  on  its  invest- 
ment ©f  putting  gas  into  othes  places,  I  dbnot 
think  it  is  right  to  make  it  up  out  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  have  less  feeling  against  this  company 
thaiv  against  any  other,  for  it  is  public. spii'ited.  I 
would  go  further  for  them  than  almost  any  other. 
But. lam.  satisfied  that  the  gas  does  not  cost  what 
they  represent.. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Dorchester  Gas  Light 
Company  directors  showed  the  committee  that  the 
cost  was  $2  92  per  thousand  feet,  and  the  Jamaica 
Plain  Gas  Company  that  it  cost  them  ^3  08.  The 
books  of  both  companies  will  be  open  to  the  gen- 
tleman if  he  desires  to  see  them. 

Alderman. Hall— When  the  question  of  increasing 
the  pay  of  the  gas  company  came  before  the  com- 
mittee of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman  I 
refused  to  accept  any  verbal  notice  of  a  rise  in  the 
prica  of  gas.  They  notified  us  that  they  should 
refuse  to  supply  the  city  with  gas  at  the  old  iwrice-. 
We  then  went  to  investigate  the  subject.  I 
found  that  it,  cost  them  $2  92  per  thousand  feet 
last  year.  The  matter  has  been  in  abeyance  for 
the  last  two  months,  and  I  am  now  satisfied  that 
they  cannot  supply  the  city  for  less  than  $3'  pei- 
thousand  feet.  They  do  not  supply  the  citjf,  but 
siiBQply  the  street  lamps  in  Dorchester  District,  at 
that  price.  Thoy  have  a  larger  number  of  miles  of 
pipe  laid,  in  proportion,  than  any  other  company 
ia  the  city  of,  Boston. 

.  Alderman  Power — ^I  do  not  mean  to  convey  the 
idea  that  they  should  furnish  gas  ta  the  city  of 
Boston  for  less  than  cost.  But  it.  seems  nonsense 
to  me  to  suppose  that  they  wiltcut  off  the  supply 
if  we  adhere  to  the  price  we  have  been  paying 
since  they  have  their  pipes  all  laid. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed, 
by  a  rising  vote— 8  for,  3  against. 

By- Alderman  Hall,  for  the  same  committee — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  the 
Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Light  Ccunpany  for  lighting 
the  streets  in  that  section  oi>  the  city,  upon  the 
s-ame  teiins  as  now  exist  with  other  companies, 
the  price  not  to  exceed  $3  per  thousand  cubia 
feet.. 

Read  twice  and  passed.. 

By.  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  tlie  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Order  of  no- 
tice for  hearing  on  Monday,  June  8,  at  4  I*.  M„  on 
expediency  of  removing  a  tree  on  the  sidewalk  of 
Richmond,  street,, Ward  16,  in  front  of  the  estate 
of  Andrew  H.  Potter.    Passed. 

Ordei'cd,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 


Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $1500  in  furnishing  ftiril  houses  fftr 
the  public  grounds ;  the  expense  of  the  same  to 
be  cliarged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  set:ond  reading. 

Alderman  Harris — Was  there  not  an  appropria- 
tion of  $2000  for  that  purpose? 

The  Chairman— There  was,  and  this  order  is  to 
obtain  permission  to  use  a  part  of  that  appropria- 
tion. 

Alderman  Cutter— Where  are  they*  going  to  put 
those  bird  houses?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  trees 
on  the  public  grounds  are  already  pretty  well 
covered  with  them. 

Alderman  Bigelow— There  are  a  great  many  ap- 
plications for  these  bird  houses,  and  the  i)iobabil- 
ity  Is  that  they  will  be  extended  in  different  di- 
rections. The  outlying  districts  are  applying  for 
them.  They  are  all  occupied  by  the  si)arrows  as 
soon  as  they  are  up,  and  Mr.  Galvin  says  they  are 
investigating  the  Bwuses  before  he  gets  down  the 
ladder. 

Alderman  Cutter— Are  they  to  be  supjilied  to 
everybody  who  asks  for  them,  or  are  they  put 
upon  the  public  grounds? 

Aldeiman  Bigelow— They  are  suj)plied  for  the 
public  streets  and  squares  where  they  are  re- 
quired. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed  by  a  rising 
Vote — G  for,  4  against. 

ELECTION  OF  AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election  of  an  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
AMei-men  Stebbins  and  Harris  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported that  Alfred  T.  Turner  had  received  twelve 
votes,  aind  he  was  declared  luia&iiuously  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

.  BATH  HOUSE  AT  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Bath- 
ing- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  hire  of  Samuel  Leeds  for  a  tern>  of 
three  years  a  certain  piece  of  laml  and  flats  at  the 
southerly  end  of  L  street,  in  South  Boston,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  thereon  a  bath  hou.se,  the 
expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  two  bundled 
and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  ami  the  taxes  as-» 
sessed  by  the  city  upon  said  laud  and  flats. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  suppose  the  order  means 
the  taxes  assessed  on  that  sjiot,  and  i  o  other  por- 
tion of  land. 

Alderman  Power— That  is  the  intention.  I  do 
not  know  that  it  will  cover  anv  other  real 
estate.  This  is  nothing  new.  *It  is  a  lot 
where  the  city  of  Boston  established  a  bath- 
house when  this  department  was  first  established 
in  South  Boston.  The  .owner  notified  me,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bathing,  that  he 
would  terminate  the  lease  unless  we  paid  him 
moi'e  lent.  I  notified  him  I  should  move  the  bath 
house,.and  he  at  once  sent  me  ward  to-  keep  it  at 
the  old  rent.. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket, submitted  a  report  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion oli  Leonard  Couant  for  leave  to  transfer  lease 
of  stalls  84-86  and  cellar  15  ffaneuil  Hall  Market 
to  Harris  L.  Bean.   Aecepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streetsr- 

Order  to  pay  Mary  S.,wife  of  S.  G.  Davis,  |;i93  75j 
for  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  St; 
James  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  all  parties  abutting  on  Akron 
street  to  remove  all  obstructions  on  or  before  June 
10th)  next  ensuing.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  it  was  voted 
that  the  next  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board 
by  held  on  Tuesday,  June  2. 

SMITH'S  KIDING  SCHOOI,. 

AUlerman  Worthington  moved  to  take  from,  the 
table  the  motion  of  Alderman  Power  to  reconsid- 
er the  vote  granting  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  J.  M.  Smith,  for  a  riding-school  stable  in 
rear  of  1043  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Power— L hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail,  for  this  reason :  When  this  matter  was  be- 
fore the  Board,  it  was  argued  as  a  strong  reason 
why  the  parties  should  not  be  pemiitted  to  locate 
a  riding-school  stable  on  those  premises,  that 
Briggs  place,  which  is   large    enough  for  teams. 
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engines,  etc.,  to  drive  into,  did  not  belong  to  the 
parties  owniiig  this  land  and  that  they  had  no  >> 
rights  thetie.  Since  then  theiJ?  rights  in  that  place' « 
have  been  established  beyond  donbt,  and  so  l^ar  as^'f 
I  can  learn  the  owners  of  property  there  do  not '= 
propose  to  contest  their  rights.  It  "was  alsoeetio 
forth  that  those  parties  had  two  stables  on  the- u 
premises  there.  '  ■-! 

Alderman  Prescott  raised  the  point  that  a  motioa  1 1 
to  t^ke  from  the  table  is  riot  debatable.  i     '     i  o 

The  Chainnan— The  point  is  well  taken.  Unless  'l 
unanimous  consent  is  given,  the  Aldeiman  fromi" 
Ward  12  is  out  of  order.  n 

Al(?erman  Power — I  ask  consent  to  make  a  brief  ' 
explanation.  '  "     ■        •     ..'^ 

On  imotion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  unanimous 
consent  was  given.  m 

Alrtbrmau  Power— I  argued  at  that  time  that  if  ^ 
the^e  parties  conld  get  permission  to  ■  put  their  i ) 
hOn-es  into  a  new  building,  they  would  tear  dovvTi  > 
all  the  old  stables.  Since  the  matter  was  laidiii 
upon  the  Table,  uiibtknown  to  me,  the  parties ') 
o\^>ning  the  lai'd  have  commenced' the  erection  of 
a  bniliVing  on  the  premises,  and  it  is  partially.;, 
completed.  I  desire  to  ^have  this  matter  lie  > 
upon  the  table  until  that  building  is  1 
linished,  when  members  of  this  Board  can  then 
fee  whether  or  not  it  is  best  to  gnint  the  permit  i' 
desired.  When  that  building  is  finiyhert  the  mem-  > 
boTS  of  this  Board  can  grant  pei-mission  to  put  > 
horses'  in  there  if  they  see  fit,  or  they  cangiveiT 
tueta  leave  to  withdraw-.  If  this  6oard  de-ji 
sires  to  do  what  is  for  the  best  interests  of  theii 
city  of  Boston,  I  think  it  is  their  duty  to  allow  this. v^ 
matter  to  lie  upon  the  table  until  they  see  the  ■ 
building  erected.  i' 

Alderman  Wort hington— I  think  it  is  the  duty  t 
of  this  Board  to  take  that  matter  from  the  table  ■ 
anil  reject  the  motion  to  reconsider.  A  great  deal  • 
of  discussion  took  placo  on  this  subject  when  it  ; 
was  before  the  Board,  and  if  I  interpreted  it'; 
aright,  there  was  a  very  strong  feling  that  the  f: 
city  should  not  ]>er;nit  the  stable  to  be  built  ' 
directly  upon  the  line  and  within  a  very  short  dis-  [ 
tahce  of  the  houses  of  the  reeidenb*  there.  Alet-'-. 
ter  vras  j-ead  from  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  J  r 
the  Fire  Department,  saying  that  it  would  be  a  " 
very  dangerous  buibWng.  The  opinion  was  exi.  < 
pressed  that  if  the  petitioners  would  set  their! 
wnlls  in  so  that  there  could  be  a  passageway  roundi>: 
the!  building',  so  tliat  injuiy  to  the  adjoining  ; 
buildifigs  would  be  prevented,  then  the  Boarct 
wOuld  reconsider  itii  former  vote,  and  on  tha*  un.-  , 
ders-tanding,  according  to  my  recollection, the  mo-j 
tion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  table.  IJuf; 
the  petitioners  did  not  wait  for  the  decision  of  '. 
thi^  Board.  They  have  gone  forvvai'd  in  spite  of  , 
what  we  have  done,  placed  a  wall  upon  theline  of  ■ 
their  land  even  nearer  than  w  hat  we  talked  about,  J 
with  the  erxception  of  the  south  side,  and  put  it; ' 
fiflefen  inches  over  there.  They  have  gone  furthesrjil 
and  say' they  have  got  a  small  stable  beside  it,  <; 
where  they  can  keep  their  horses,  and  they  say  j 
tlrtV  will  have  a  riding  school.  1  say  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Board  to  take  this  matter  from  the  tiblo.) 
and  refuse'  to  adopt  this  motion.  A  projier  ■'. 
regard  for  the  dignity  of  this  Board  demands  it;  j 
anothn^is  the  reason  I  have  made  this  motion. 
I  desire  that  the  petitioners  may  be  made  to  show- ' 
proj>er  respect  for  the  BOatd  of  Aldermen.  ■    i 

The  ChaiiTuan— Unless  •unanimous  consent  Is  I 
giveii  all  this  discussion  is  entirely  out  of  order.  ■ '.' 

Aldei'mwH  Pox*'er  (unanimous  iiermission  being  ; 
given  onmotlo.nof  Alderman CutterV-^The  gentle-  ,; 
iiTaiifrOm  the-  Highlands  states  thai  those  parties 
hftVe  gone  on  in  defiance'  o£'*his.  Board,  to  erocl:  i 
that  building.  They  have  begun  to  erect  a  baUdiiig 
that  they  had  permission  to  build  before  this  dis- 
cussion began  here.  This  buUding  confoinis  to 
law,  and  the  owners  had  pennission  to  build  it 
before  they  came  here  at  aU.  The  original  plans 
Tvere  altered  to  Jconform  to  the  wishes  of 
this  Board,  and  the  walls  have  been  set 
back  instead  of  nearer,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  It  has  been 
set  back  six  feet  on  the  southerly  side.  As 
the  Alderman  stated,  there  is  an  old  stable, 
which  is  a  nuisance  compared  with  the  other  one. 
It  the  Aldermen  let  this  matter  lie  upon  the  table 
till  this  new  building  is  finished,  it  will  be  a  ques- 
tion for  them  to  consider  whether  they  will  allow 
them  to  put  their  horses  in  the  new  stable  or  keep 
them  in  the  old  one.  That  is  aU  I  desire.  If  gen- 
tlemen wish  to  vote  right,  I  think  they  had  much 
better  let  the  matter  remain  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  gentleman  says 
that  they  have  set  it  back  six  feet  on  one  side. 
Now,  on  aU  the  lines  they  have  gone  right  back  on 


to  the  line.    On  Briggs  place  they  have  torn  down 
not  only  the  wall,  but  on  the  line  where  they  have  .r 
set  it  back  it  loojjs  to  me  as  near   as  it  was  before. 
I  asked  a  man  there,  and  he  said  it  was  eighteen 
inches,  and  not  eleven,  as  it  was  before.    We  very 
well  know  that  they  had   a  permit  from  the  De- 
partment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
mgs,  but  they  came  in   here  for  permission  to  lo-  ,  t 
cate  a  stable,  and   intimated   to   us  that  every-,   . 
thmg     depends     upon     that.      I     certainly     so 
tuiderstood  it,  and  I  think  a  majority  of  this  Board 
did.    They  promised  to   do   certain  things ;  they 
have  set  the  wall  back  eighteen   inches   on   one 
side,  but  closer  on  the  others;  they  go   on  and  jjut 
up  their  stable,  sixty   feet   high,  101 1^  feet  square  it 
or  rather  103  feet   on   the   two  sides  and  101%  ia  p 
front  and  rear.    If   that  is  not  slapping  the  Board  lo 
of  Aldermen  in  the  face  I  have  yet  to  learn   what    , 
is,    I  certainly  tnink  the  character  and  dignity  of  i 
this  Board  should  be   maintained.    If   gentlemen   ' 
come  here  and  make  certain   propositions  to  this 
Boaid,  we  should  see  that  they  stand  to  them,  and 
we  should  not  pennit  the   Cit^  Government  to  be 
ridden  over,  as  these  parties  are  apparently  trying 
to  do. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman's  remarks 
show  the  propriety  of  allowing  this  matter  to  lie 
ujKjn  the  table.  I  say  emphatically  that  they  have 
left  six  feet  on  one  side  of  it. 

Alderman  Hall— On  whicb  side? 

Alderman  I'ower— On  the  southerly  side.    They.j 
have,  left  six  feet  between   the  estates,  and  they. 3 
have   put   it  back  upon  the  line  of   Eriggs  place  in 
because    they  have    a  right  to  go  there.    Now  the  ^li 
gentleman's  I'emarks  show  the  necessity  of  allow-  ■ 
mg   this  matter   to  lie  upon  the  table  in  order  to 
enable   every    member   to  vote   intelligently.    It 
is  very  easy  to  ascertain  the  facts.    He  also  states 
that  the  height  of  the  buUding  is  60  feet.    They 
never  asked  to  build  a  building  60  feet  high,  and.:) 
have  never  misrepresented  anything  to  this  Board<[8 
They  stated  that  they  were  going  to  build  that, , 
toiiilding,  whether  they  got  pennission  to  put  their  u 
horses  into  it  or  not.    When  it  is  completed,  gou-   , 
tlemen  can  host  judge  whether  or  not  it.  is  for  the 
interest  of  tlie  citizens  of  that   neighborhood  to 
allow   them    to   put   their  horses  in  there  or  not. ,., 
That  is  all  the  reason  I  desire  to  have  the  motion  a 
remain  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  motion  of  Alilerman  Worthington  (to  take 
from  the  table)  was  lost,  by  a  tie  vote  :  .  _  t 

Yoa.s — Aldei-men  Brooks,  Bigelow,  Hall,  Harris,". 
Stebbins,  Worthing-ton— C.  ..         ,       , 

Jf ays  —Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Peters,  ; 
Poweryi'i-escott— 6,    j.-m    'i  ■•'■.:.■  ■.■-..  ;; 

■ ' "      TA'E  common'  ATHT)  t  DlJtlC  GEOtfNDS.  } 

AldeiTnan  Cutter  in  the  Chair- 
Alderman  Clajck  said- 
Mr.  Chainnan--I  atk  the  courtesy  of  the  Board 
for  a  few  minutes  to  ei) able  me  to  make  a  brief 
statement  alwtit  a  matter  which  is  claiming  a  g<x)d 
deal  of  attention  at  the  present  tiine.  As  chairiuau 
of  the  Committee  on  Comuion  and  Public  Grounds 
I  do  iw)t  fe^l  willing  to  rest  longer  under  the  inii. 
putations  which  lS,va  lieen  made  in  the  publi9, 
press  and  elsewhere,  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to' 
mutilate  or  destroy  Boston  Common  b;y' running, 
streets  through  i,t  from  the  South  and  West  ends. 
I  hoped  to  lie  able  to  suluuit  a  report  from  the 
committee. this  aJt'ternpoi!,  but  otber  matters  have 
inteiferettto  prevent  them,  from  considering  the 
subje^v^t  as  fully  a«  they  desired-  I  may  be  peinjit-' 
ted,  therefore,  to  say,"  in  advance  of  the  report, 
that  no,  member  of  the  conamittee  is  in  fa  voir  of 
extending  Cplumbus  avenue,  op  Commonweal th 
avenue,  or  Joy  street,  or  any  other  avcmic  oi: 
street  across  the  Common  or  the  Public  Oar- 
den.  So  far,  then,  as  the  members  of  the 
committee  having  the  care  and  custody  of 
public  grotmds  are  concerned,  there  is  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  rumor  tbat  the 
Common  is  to  be  cut  up-  The  committtee 
are  as  conservative  in  their  vicw.4  in  regard  to  en- 
croachments upon  the  Common  and  will  guard  the 
grounds  as  jealously  as  any  intelligent  citizen  can 
desire.  In  the  estimates  for  the  present  financial 
year,  which  were  made  up  in  February  last,  an 
Item  of  $10,000  was  inserted  for  providing  a  hand- 
some curbstone  to  replace  the  iron  fence  iT.moved 
from  the  Tremont-streetmall.  Plans  for  that  curb- 
stone are  now  being  prepared,  and  as  soon  as  they 
are  ready,  the  committee  will  ask  pennission  o'f 
the  City  Council  to  have  it  set  ui).  1  think  no  citi- 
zen will  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  work  is  done  when  the  plans  now  in 
contemplation   are  cairied  out.     But   before  juij 
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action  is  taken,  the  ("ity  Council  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  pass  upon  the  matter,  with  all  the 
planB  and  estimates  before  them  And  now  a  word 
m  regard  to  the  concrete,  which,  it  is  said,  hiis  de- 
stroyed a  number  of  trees  at  the  corner  of  Park 
street.  The  purpose  in  coverinjjf  the  ground  with 
it  at  that  point  was,  of  course,  to  sei-ve  the  public 
convenience.  Tlie  grade  Is  such  that  loose  earth 
cannot  be  kept  in  place.  At  every  shower  the  top 
gravel  was  swept  away  into  the  gutters  and  cess- 
pools, leaving  the  hard  and  un:5Jghcly  foundation 
exposed.  That  foundation  had  bben  hardened  by 
the  iaimense  amount  of  travel  over  it  so  that  it 
was  nearly  as  impervious  to  water  as  the  concrete. 
The  trees  had  begun  to  decay  quite  rapidly,  not 
only  at  the  corner  of  Park  street,  but  aU  along  the 
easterly  line  of  the  Tremout-street  mall,  long  be- 
fore any  concrete  bad  been  placed  on  the  paths, 
1  am  not  i)repared  to  say  that  the  use  of  concrete 
at  the  corner  of  Park  street  has  not  hastened  the 
desti-uction  of  three  or  four  of  the  trees  at 
that  point.  But  it  has  only  hastened,  it  has 
not  caused,  their  destruction.  The  outer  row 
of  trees  along  the  whole  length  of  the  mall 
are  decaying,  oveing  partly  to  the  fact  that  the 
roots  on  one  side  were  cut  olt  when  the 
f oandation  for  the  iron  fence  was  put  in,  partly  to 
the  fact  that  some  thirty  years  ago  the  mall  was 
dug  up  and  ashes  put  in  in  place  of  loam,  and 
partly  to  the  fact  tliat  th«  paths  have  been  worn 
so  hard  by  the  canstant  travel  that  but  very  little 
moisture  can  penetrate  to  the  roots.  An  attempt 
is  being  made  to  hold  the  present  committee  re- 
sponsible fot  the  decay  of  these  trees,  when  the 
action  which  really  cau,sed  their  decay  was  taken 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  For  one  1  regret  that 
the  concrete  was  put  down  at  the  corner  of  Park 
street.  I  think  we  made  a  mistake  in  putting  it 
down  there.  For  that  mistake  I  am  as  much  re- 
spo^isible  as  any  one ;  and  I  am  ready  to  do  what  I 
tan  to  repair  it.  Last  fall  the  committee  (the  com- 
mittee of  1873,  not  the  present  one)  gave  a  hearing 
on  the  subject  of  preseiving  the  trees  on  the  Com- 
mon. Mr.  George  B.  Emerson  and  Mr.  Francis 
I'arkman  came  before  the  committee,  and  made 
some  very  interesting  statements  upon  the  subject. 
Mr,  Parkman  stated  that  asphalt  was  not  injurious 
to  trees  or  plants  if  it  did  not  keep  the  water  from 
them.  The  roots  of  the  elm  tree  extend  over  a 
very  large  space,  running  very  near  the  surface  of 
the  earth,  and  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  ground 
open  to  a  considerable  extent  to  enable  the  roots 
to  pump  the  moisture  from  the  soil.  How  to  da 
this  on  such  a  place  as  the  Tremont-street  mall, 
and  at  the  same  time  furnish  suitable  facilities- 
for  the  public  travel,^  is  a  diflQcult  problem. 
Mr.  Emerson  made  a  suggestion  which  im- 
pressed the  committee  very  favorably,  and 
the  Superintendent  was  instructed  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  committee  this  year  to 
prepare  a  plan  and  procure  estimates  for  carrying 
out  the  suggestion.  If  the  public  wiU  only  have  a 
little  patience,  I  think  the  committee  will  be  able 
to  meet  all  reasonable  expectations  in  regard  to 
care  of  the  grounds  and  the  preservation  of  the 
trees.  The  committee  did  not  receive  authority 
until  about  three  vpeeks  pgo  to  expend  any  portion 
of  the  approijriation  for  the  present  financial  year, 
and  they  have  not,  therefore,  had  time  to  mature 
the  plans  for  the  season.  I  trust  this  brief  expla- 
nation wUl  allay  the  irritation  which  has  been 
caused  by  a  misunderstanding  of  the  subject. 

That,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  plain  statement  of 
facts.  It  is  due  to  the  citizens  and  to  the  mem- 
bei-s  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen,  inasmuch  as  it 
has  gone  abroad  that  it  was  the  intention  of  thia 


Government  to  cut  the  Common  up  into  streets 
and  avenues,  and,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares,  I  wish  to 
state  publicly  here  that  no  single  member 
of  the  committee  would  for  a  single  mo- 
ment entertain  the  idea  of  extending  any 
street  or  avenue  across  the  Common.  It  ha^  been 
their  intention  to  place  a  suitable  curbing  in  place 
of  the  fence  that  was  taken  away  last  fall  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  Tremont  street  the  width 
of  the  old  sidewalk.  Plans  are  in  prep- 
aration, and  when  they  are  ready  they 
wUl  be  exhibited  to  this  City  Council, 
and  permission  wUl  be  asked  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  make  an  expenditure  for  the  purijose 
of  putting  down  a  firm  and  substantial  fence  of 
some  kind  or  other— probably  of  stone.  I  make 
this  statement  in  justification  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  because  it  has  seemed  to 
me  that  the  idea  prevails  that  the  trees  will  all  be 
cut  down  and  the  Common  laid  out  into  streets. 

Alderman  Harris — 1  would  ask  the  Alderman  to 
give  a  short  history  of  what  induced  the  City 
Government  to  take  down  that  fence  last  year  ana 
leave  the  ground  barren  and  desolate. 

Alderman  Clark— I  woidd  state  that  the  reason 
for  taking  up  that  sidewalk  was  that  the  City 
Council  honestly  believed  that  public  necessity 
demanded  it  "for  the  purpose  of  widening 
the  street.  That  sidewalk  had  been  of  no 
use  for  many  years,  inasmuch  as  people 
used  the  mall  in  summer,  and  in  winter  it 
was  covered  with  snow  and  ice.  By  taking  up 
that  sidewalk  we  gave  to  the  immense  travel 
there  a  new  roadway,  and  if  the  gentleman  from 
the  Charlestown  District  has  ever  had  occasion  to 
drive  through  there  since  it  was  done,  he  will,  with 
many  thousands  of  citizens  of  Boston,  say  it  was  a 
magnificent  improvement.  The  fence  was  taken 
away,  and  it  was  thought  by  the  Government  that 
a  curbing  would  be  more  appropriate  and 
would  look  a  great  deal  better  and  be  a  great  im- 
provement upon  the  fence  that  has  been  there  for 
so  long  a  time.  Indeed,  it  has  been  suggested  that 
it  would  be  an  improvement  to  take  down  the 
fence  all  round  the  Common.  The  sidewalk  was 
taken  up  to  increase  the  width  of  the  street,  and  I 
believe  that  so  far  as  the  taking  up  of  that 
sidewalk  is  concerned,  it  has  been  ad- 
mitted on  aU  hands  to  have  been  a  good  improve- 
ment. It  was  too  late  in  the  fall  when  the  work 
was  done  to  put  a  curb  down,  and  it  has  only  been 
a  short  time  since  the  Appropriation  bill  was 
passed  and  we  have  got  the  right  to  spend 
a  dollar  in  caring  for  the  Common  and 
public  grounds.  If  any  citizens  of  Boston 
wiU  take  the  trouble  to  go  out  upon  the  Common, 
they  will  see  that  tree  after  tree  has  been  dying 
there  for  ten  years,  where  not  a  particle  of  asphalt 
has  been  laid.  It  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  dig- 
ging up  of  the  loam  ahout  the  roots  and  the  put- 
ting in  of  ashes  that  has  hastened  their  death. 

.fflderman  Harris — I  would  ask  whether  any  of 
those  gentlemen  who  now  express  so  much  dis- 
satisfaction were  remonstrants  agamst  the  wid- 
ening of  that  street. 

Alderman  Clark— I  cannot  answer  that  question. 
My  impression  is  that  there  were  very,  ver*  few 
remonstrants  against  the  widening  of  that  street, 
I  have  heard  a  great  many  people  say  that  the 
widening  was  a  very  judicious  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  I  believe  that  it  has 
given  vei'y  general  satisfaction. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight 
o'clock. 
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BOARD       OF       AJL-DKRMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    88,    1874. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  Al- 
derman Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Fred  O.  Clark,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  Mercer  street,  Ward  12. 

Jerry  Lehan,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing near  an  adjoining  building  without  an  inter- 
vening wall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bathing.  J.  P.  Fenno  & 
Co.  et  al.,  that  a  bath  house  for  females  be  fur- 
nished within  the  Ninth  Police  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Coleman  Cook  et 
al.,  for  an  increase  of  the  police  force  at  East  Bos- 
ton, especially  in  vicinity  of  the  public  school 
houses. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  W.  R.  Clark,  tor  leave  to  construct  the 
cellars  of  ten  stores  on  Broad  street  at  head  of 
Foster's  wharf,  one  foot  below  grade. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Ryan  et  al., 
that  the  sidewalks  of  Sixth  street,  between  D  and 
E  streets,  be  laid. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Charles  G.  Chase, 
for  a  sewer  to  drain  estate  at  corner  of  High  and 
Hartford  streets. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  L.  B.  Heustis,  police  officer, 
$41,  for  extra  services.  Read  twice  and  passed, 
and  subsequently  reconsidered  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Police. 

SUFFOLK  JAIL. 

Requisition  from  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  for 
§2550,  for  expenses  incurred  at  Suffolk  Jail.  Ap- 
proved and  ordered  paid. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Robert  Bishop,  for  leave  to  locate 
steam  engine  on  Tudor  street,  between  D  and  E, 
an  order  of  norice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  June  15,  at  4  P.  M. 


■    HE  MYSTIC  RIVER  CORPORATION. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  instructed 
to  attend  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Myotic 
River  Corporation,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
act  for  the  city  of  Boston  at  said  meeting,  and  to 
represent  the  city's  interest  in  said  corporation. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  a»- 
thorized  to  contract  for  the  removal  of  the  present 
draw  of  the  Broadway  Bridge  over  Fort  Point 
Channel,  and  for  the  building  of  a  new  draw  with 
suitable  foundations,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  proposed  by  the  City  Engineer ; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  loan  heretofore 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  pas.sed. 

The  Board  then  proceeded,  with  the  Mayor  and 
City  Clerk  to  the  Common  Council  chamber  for 
the  purpose  of  jiarticipating  in  a  joint  ccmvention 
to  elect  a  City  Treasurer,  and  on  their  return  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next,  at  4  P.  M. 


Proceedings   of    the    Joint   Convention, 

MAY    S8.    1874. 


A  joint  convention  of  both  branches  of  vhe  City 
Government  was  held  at  a  quarter  past  8  o'clock 
P.  M.,  Mayor  Cobb  presiding,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  City  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  financial 
year. 

The  Mayor  appointed  Alderman  Power  and 
Councilman  Denny  of  Ward  9  and  Kent  of  Ward 
21  a  committee  to  receive,  so/t  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Wliole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice .11 

Fredeiic  U.  Tracy  had 5.5 

Scattering .' 5 

and  Mr.  Tracy  was  declared  elected. 
The  convent'on  then  dissolved. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    as,    1874. 


Tho  rfiKiil:^'''  vveeldy  meeting  was  held  at  eie;ht 
o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Sheyarcl,  rresidont,  in  tho 
chair. 

I'APERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Oriler  proposing  a  joint  coiivention  for  (jnartcr 
past  eight  o'chnrk  this  evening  for  choice  of  City 
Treasurer.    The  Council  concurred. 

I'etitioiis  of  AV.  C.  Reed,  Company  K,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, W.  E.  JarviH  ct  al.,  were  referred,  in  Cijneur- 
reuce. 

Petitions  of  Edward  Austin  et  al.  and  William 
Gray  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  asphalt  from 
the  Common,  and  that  no  further  enroachment  bo 
made  thereon,  came  down  for  reference  to  the 
Joint  Commiitee  on  Common  and  Public  Greunds. 

Mr.  Sliav,'  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  Kay  a  few  words  upon  that  subject. 
I  sliall,  of  course,  concur  in  the   proposed  refer- 
ence of  the  petition,  but  as  the  community  is  con- 
siderably excited  at  the    presf^nt   time    upon  the 
subject  of  the  Common,  I  shall  take  this  occasion, 
which  is  the  only  proper  one  I  shall  hav«,  to  speak 
upon  this  topic.     1  have  not  before  mo  the  report 
of  the  doings  in  the  other  branch,  but  I  read  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  re- 
marks cf  Alderman  Clark,  the  chairman    of  tlie 
Committee   on   Common    and     Public    Grounds, 
and    I    wish     to     say     here     that     I     heartily 
concur     in     the     statements     which     he    then 
made.  I    desire    to    say  it    now,  in    order    that 
it  may  go  before  the  public  as  the  firm  convictions 
of  tliat  committee,  I  have  not  the  honor  to  ba  the 
chairman  of  that  committee    on   the   part  of  this 
branch,  l)ut  I  know   he    concurs  with    these   re- 
marks, aiul  that  the  remarks  made  by  Alderman 
Clark  are  entirely  correct  in   this    particular  and 
are  concurred  m  by  the  committee.      The    public 
press  seems  to  have    taken   upon    itself  a  line  of 
censure,  as  it  may  be  cp.lled,  upon  the  Committee 
on  Common.    I  will  not  say  the  entire  press,  but  a 
considerable  portion  of  it.    Now,  sir,  I  want  to  say 
that  the  press,  or  rather  that  portion  whicli  has 
taken  upon  itself  tliis  course  of  censure,  has  ilone 
so  without  a  knowledge  of  the  facts.    It  has  stated 
and  spread  broadcast  before  the  community  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  parties  connected  with  the 
City  (Tovernment  to  make   innovations  upon  the 
Common,  such  as  crossing  it  with  streets— almost 
like  a  proposition  to  sell  the  Common  for  house 
lots  and  business  purposes.    Now,  sir,  in  behalf  of 
that  committee,  I,  being  one  of  its  humblest  mem- 
'  bers,  desire  to  say  that  no  such  proposition  has 
ever  been  brought  before  that  committee,  or  has 
ever  been  entertair.ed  by  them,  and  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  no  such  idea  will  ever  be  enter- 
tained ))y  the  present  members  of  that  committee. 
Without  any  instructions  from  that  committee,  I 
think  I  can,  with  contidence,  say  that  tliey  nave 
no  idea,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  of  allowing 
any  inno^^atious  upon  the  Common  such  as  have 
been  alluded    to  in  some  portion  of  the  public 
press.    For  several  weeks  the  committee  have  had 
under  considerat'.on  a  proposition  to  beautify  the 
Common  and  witliin  a  few  days  they  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  tliat  it  is  better,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  take  up  tlie  asplialt  wliich  has  been 
placed  upon  the  Common  within  a  few  years — not 
that  they  believe  the  asjjhalt  has  been  detrimental 
to  the  Common,  or  that  it  has  been  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  destruction  of  the  trees,  for  the  i)rcs- 
ent  committee  liave  never  entertained  such  an 
idea.    Upon  an  inspection  of  the  Common,  which 
a  ))ortion  of  tlie  committee  were  allowed  to  make 
within  three  or  four  days,  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  a  much  larger  number  of  trees  have  died  out- 
side of  the  asplialt  than  there  Jias  of  those  with- 
in the  Innits  of  the  asphalt.     Nevertheless,  that 
portion    of   the    asphcdt    which  is  very  near   to 
Park  street  is  now  m  process  of  being  taken  up. 
I  desire  to  say  in  behalf  of  the  committee — witli- 
out  any  authority,  but  merely  repeating  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  entire  sentiment  of  the  commit- 
tee—that a  proposition  to  make  an  innovation, 
in  any  particular,  upon    the    Common,  is  without 
any  desire  on  their  jiart.    Some  considerable  time 
ago,  the  proposition  came  before  the  committee 
to  widen  Tremont  street  so  far  as  the  Common  is 
concerned.    Tliey  iliscussed  the  project  and  pro- 


posed a  plan  for  the  widening — not  to  any  consid- 
erable extent,  but  for  the  purpose  of  placing  upon 
the  line  of  the  Common  on  Tremont  street  a  curb- 
stone whicli  would  not  only  beautify  the  Common 
but  would  be  an  entire  protection  to  ic.  All  1  now 
ask  in  behalf  of  that  committee  is,  that  until  a 
fair  report  is  made  on  the  subject,  tlie  public  shall 
not  come  to  any  conclusion.  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  desire  of  the  committee,  so  far  as  they  can 
within  the  line  of  their  duty,  to  beautify  the  Com- 
mon and  make  it  convenient  and  attractive  for 
the  inhabitants  and  conducive  to  the  public  good 
generally.  Matters  have  been  referred  to  in  the 
puldic  press,  witli  regard  to  tlie  cutting  down  of 
the  Paudock  elms;  but  I  believe  nothing  has  been 
done  in  that  whicli  will  be  Uetriment;il  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  When  the  plans  which  the 
commiitee  have  in  contemi)lation  shall  have  been 
properly  brought  before  the  public,  I  believe  they 
\\ill,  almost  without  exception,  be  accepted  as 
proper  and  right.  I  make  these  remarks  in  a  des- 
ultory manner,  without  any  preparation  what- 
ever, having  been  unexpectedly  called  upon  to 
speak  at  the  present  time.  All  1 1- hall  ask  is  that 
the  public  press  will  state  that  the  Committee  on 
Common  have  tlie  best  wishes  of  the  city  as 
much  at  heart  as  the  public  could  rea.sona!)ly  ask 
cf  them.  1  think  that  when  the  plans,  »vhich  are 
now  being  made  by  the  City  Surveyor,  are  ma- 
tured, they  will  meet  the  approijation"  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  committee  are  ac  work  upon  this  matter; 
they  are  not  insensible  to  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made,  but  they  believe  that  many  penny-a- 
liners  have  written  that  of  which  they  k'new  noth- 
ing, and  which  tl'ey  would  not  have  written  if 
they  had  consulted  with  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Are  we  to  understand 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  re- 
move the  asphalt  from  all  the  walks  on  the  Coui- 
nlon? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— So  far  as  I  am  informed, 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  take  the  as- 
phalt from  that  portior  of  the  Common  where  it 
is  complained  oi.  With  regard  to  the  walks  not 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Park-street  Church, 
ic  is  not  the  committee's  intention,  at  present,  to 
remove  the  asphalt  from  them,  as  there  seems  to 
have  been  no  complaint  whatever.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  take  occasion  to  walk  upon  the  Common, 
he  will  see  how  far  the  committee  have  had  the  as- 
l>i!alt  taken  up.  It  has  been  taken  up  where  com- 
plaint ha,s  been  made. 

Ihe  petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  iublic 
Grounds. 

Accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer  with  the  Dor- 
chester Trust  Funds.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Treasury  Department. 

The  order  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  authoriz- 
ing a  loan  of  ^$00,000  to  be  added  to  the  ajipropria- 
tious  for  the  "xtensica  of  water  works  in  Wards 
13, 14, 15  and  16,  and  to  cover  the  expense  of  mak- 
ing surveys  for  the  extension  of  the  water  works 
in  Wards  17  ami  19,  came  down,  referred  to  the 
Pinance  Committee.    The  Council  concurred. 

An  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  not  exceed- 
ing $25,000,  from  the  Reserved  Fund,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  a  hospitil  for  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases,  came  down  referred  to  the 
Finance  Commiitee.  The  question  was  on  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  cannot  object  to  the  ref- 
erence, but,  sir,  1  do  not  know  from  what  source 
the  order  proceeds.  1  suppose  we  have  public 
buildings  enough  in  the  city  of  Boston  from  which 
to  select  one  for  a  hospital  for  contagious  disea.ses. 
I  suppose  that  a  building  suitable  for  that  purpose 
had  been  secured  by  the  recent  annexation — per- 
haps it  would  not  he  best  for  me  to  state  where;  I 
should  be  gl:id,  however,  to  know  from  \vhat 
source  tlie  report  comes,  because  1  am  opposed  to 
tlic  purchase  of  any  new  site  for  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital. 

At  this  point  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  entered 
tlie  Council  chamber  and  a  joint  convention  was 
held.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  convention  Mr. 
Sliaw  C'jutinued  his  remarks. 

When  wc  were  interrupted  in  our  meditations  by 
the  entrance  of  the  august  body,  the  IJoard  of 
Aldermen,  I  was  about' to  make  an  inquiry  as 
to  v.'here  this  proposition  comes  from.  Tiie  order 
authorizes  a  "transfer  of  not  exceeding 
^25,000  from  the  Reserved  Fund  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  a  hospital  for  contagious  and 
infections  diseases."  AVliat  I  desire  to  know  is 
this :  in  the  first  place,  what  is  the  necicssity  tor  tliis 
purchase?  and,  ill  the  .second  place,  whether  we 
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are  not  ahle  to  provide  conveniences  for  such  a 
hospital  in  the  buiUlinps  already  owned  and  un- 
occupied by  the  city.  I  should  ^e  very  gla<l,  in 
order  that  I  may  be  instructed  and  informed,  to 
hear  from  the  committee  who  made  this  report. 
I  suppose  it  is  from  some  committee  and  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  their  reasons.  If  their  rea- 
sons are  proper  and  right  I  should  be  very  happy 
to  (!oncur  in  them. 

The  President — It  appears  by  the  papers  that 
there  was  a  e^ommunication  from  the  Board  of 
Health  to  the  City  Council  on  the  subject  cf  a 
smallpox  hospital,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health,  who  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  the  order  which  has  been 
read. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  that  is  a  joi  it  commit- 
tee, I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  members  on 
the  ])art  of  this  branch  what  are  their  reasons  for 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — As  the  Chair  has  already 
stated,  this  order  comes  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health.  The  city,  today,  is  in  jjossessicn  of  a 
biiilding  in  every  Avay  adapted  for  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital—I  refer  to' the  old  Rox.ury  Almshouse  on 
Marcella  street.  But  it  occupies  a  territory  which 
is  much  beyond  the  value  required  by  the  necessi- 
ties of  sucli  a  hospital,  being  worth  not  far  from 
^100,000  to  $150,000.  It  is  proposed  to  obtain  leave, 
at  an  expense  of  .$25,000,  to  procure  a  site  for  a 
hospital,  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some 
a.ddition  to  that  sum,  by  the  cost  of  the 
building;  Dut  in  all  probability  $25,000  wUl 
cover  both.  It  is  well  known  under  what 
circumstances  the  Marcella  street  Hospital 
was  taken  two  years  ago.  It  was  deemed  tlie  only 
available  place  for  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  has 
been,  since  then,  and  is  now,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Board  of  Health.  Various  petitions  have  been 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  press- 
ure upon  the  present  Mayor  and  City  Government 
has  lieen  very  great  for  the  removal  of  the  hos- 
pital from  that  locality,  that  re:-~idents  may  be 
relieved  from  having  a  pest  house  in  their 
vicinity.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  this  order. 
Another  is  that  the  City  Coun(-il  should  not  occu- 
py a  site  worih  *100,00o"  or  ¥150,000  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, when  one  may  be  procured  for  .¥25,000.  There 
may  be  buildings  now  belonging  to  the  city  which 
would  be  proper  for  use  as  a  smallpox  hospital, 
and  the  committee  would  be  glad  to  know  of 
them.  Objection  would  be  raised  agaiiiSt  locating 
a  smallpox  hospital  anywhere,  the  same  as  was 
raised  against  having  it  on  Marcella  street.  If  the 
committee  are  given  the  means  to  purchase  an- 
other site,  the"  Marcella-street  Hospital  will  be 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  —  Have  the  Committee  on 
Health  ever  examined  the  public  buildings  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  city,  outside  of  the  proiaosed 
new  purchase?  I  have  been  informed,  and  I 
think  it  is  within  my  own  knowledge,  that  there 
are  public  buildings  which  would  be  fit  for  the 
puri)oses  required  by  this  order.  1  would  like  to 
ask  my  friend  from  Ward  9  how  it  is  with  regard  to 
the  Wilson's  Hotel  property  in  Brighton ;  also  with 
regard  to  the  Charlestown  Almshouse,  situated  near 
the  line  of  Maiden,  which  are  not  now  in  use.  I 
would  like  to  ask  whether  there  are  not  other  suit- 
able sites  within  the  city  of  Bo^^ton  without  mak- 
ing any  new  purchase.  1  am  ojiposed  to  making 
a  new  purchase  if  we  have  property  within  the 
city  which  is  fit  for  use  as  the  i)ublic  necessities 
may  require.  I  would  like  to  ask  my  friend  from 
the  Ninth  Ward  wheoher  he  or  the  committee 
have  considered  the  Charlestown  Toorhouse  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  think  the  Wil- 
son's Hotel  property  has  ever  been  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Health,  and  it  would  not  strike 
me  as  a  favorable  locality.  As  the  gentleman  has 
stated  that  that  property  is  w  orih  $40,000, 1  do  not 
think  it  would  be  well  to  take  it,  when  another 
could  be  obtained  for  $25,000.  I  think  the  Charles- 
town I'oorhouse  has  been  mentioned,  and  the 
committee  visited  one  building  in  that  district. 
There  are  strong  objections  and  prejudices 
against  locating  the  ho-pital  there.  If  the  site 
should  be  found,  it  would  be  difficult  of  ac- 
cefs;  it  would  be  better  not  to  jolt  the  pa- 
tients over  horse  railroad  tracks,  aiul  the 
transportation  would  Ve  liable  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  the  draws  in  the  bridges  being  open. 
The  building  I  alluded  to  ban  been  occupied  as  a 
smallpox  hospital  by  Charlestown,  is  in  a  dilapi- 
dated condiuiou  and  is  not  fit  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose;  no  member  of  the  City  Government, 
after  looking  upon  it,  wouM  think  it  a  fit  place ;  it 


would  require  a  very  considerable  degree  of  repair- 
ing or  building,  aside  from  thr;  impropriety  of  the 
location,  in  the  view  of  the  committee.  I  am  not 
able  to  speak  personally  of  the  poorhouse  prop- 
erty, because  I  have  net  visited  it,  but  I 
understand  it  is  situated  very  near  the 
city.  A  builuing  very  near  the  city  would 
not,  in  my  o^jinion,  be  suitable  for  a  small- 
pox hospital;  it  should  be  isolated  as 
much  as  possible.  The  city  has  just  purchased,  as 
a  site  for  a  home  for  the  poor,  the  Austin  farm  in 
West  Roxbury,  and  1  think  it  would  be  desirable 
to  take  an  acre  of  that  proi)erty  to  locate  a  small- 
pox hospital  upon,  but  that  does  not  meet  the 
^news  of  the  entire  committee,  and  the  prejudices 
of  the  people  might  be  as  great  against  locating  it 
so  near  the  home  for  the  poor,  as  they  were  against 
the  Marcella-street  site.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
suitable  site,  and  if  any  can  be  suggested  to  the 
committee  it  will  relieve  them  froni  a  difficulty 
that  has  been  one  of  the  most  i)er)).lexing  that 
has  been  before  the  City  Government  for  many 
years.  It  will  be  remembered  that  last  year  the 
committee  recommended  a  site  in  Dorchester  at  a 
price  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  very  large  and 
which  was,  for  very  good  reasons,  re  jected  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Now,  we  are  trying  to  re- 
lieve the  residents  of  the  vicinity  of  Marcella- 
street  Hospital  from  having  a  pest  house  near 
them,  and  we  should  be  ha])py,  at  any  time,  to 
hear  from  any  member  of  the  City  Go>'ernment 
any  suggestion  \vith  reference  to  a  suita!  le  site  for 
such  an  institution. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  vVaid  5—1  thought,  sir,  that  by  some 
manner  of  ramilication  I  should  get  out  the  fact 
that  the  Committee  on  Health  propose  to  locate  a 
smaUpox  hospital  upon  the  Austin  fai-m,  and  that 
■is  just  what  I  am  opposed  to.  Here  is  a  growing 
locality,  where  it  is  projiosed  to  put  a  pest 
house. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— If  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  to  interrupt  him — 

Mr.Shaw  of  Ward  5— Certainly. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  imagines 
that  by  his  shrewdness  he  haa  extorted  from  me  a 
confession  that  the  committee  intend  to  locate  a 
smallpox  hospitdl  upon  th  ;  Austin  farm,  I  do 
not  kssow  that  I  signified  any  such  thing,  i  said 
that  I,  myself,  thought  the  spot  might  be  a  suit- 
able one,  but  that  there  were  the  same  objections 
to  locating  it  there  that  there  were  to  the  Mar- 
ctlla-ftreet  site. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  wUl  allow  me  to  add  one  word,  I  will  state 
that  the  committee  do  not  intend  to  locatg  a 
smallpox  hospital  on  the  Austin  farm. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  glad  to  hear  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  that  I  imagine  I  ex- 
torted a  statement  from  him.  I  extorted  nothing. 
X  only  asked  a  question  in  a  pailiamentary  man- 
ner, and  I  always  propose  to  have  an  answer  to 
every  right  and  proper  question  for  information.. 
Now  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  is  wholly  unneces- 
sary to  provide  a  new  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital 
by  purchase.  Will  the  Committee  on  Health 
state'  why  they  cannot  locate  it  upon  one  of  the 
islands  in  the  harbor?  WUl  they  state  why  it  is 
necessary  to  locate  it  in  the  heart  of.  a  growing 
community  such  as  that  which  has  been  inti- 
mated ?  I  shall  undertake  to  ^liow  that  there  are 
not  ten  members  of  this  City  Council,  in  its  aggre- 
gate capacity,  who  are  willing  to  take  the  Austin 
farm  for  such  a  purpose,  or  to  erect  thereon  a 
poorhouse  at  an  expense  of  $550,000,  according  to 
plans  which  are  now  lying  in  the  room  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  There  are  not  ten  members 
of  the  City  Council  who  will  vote  for  such  a  proj)- 
o.-^ition.  And  now  it  is  proposed  that  a  smallpox 
hospital  may  be  located  in  that  growing  district, 
in  that  beautiful  place,  upon  that  territory  conse- 
cr:ited  by  God  and  nature  for  better  jiui-xioses. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  thought  I  answered  the 
gentleman's  inquiries  clearly  in  the  fir' t  place, 
and  I  certainly  so  intended.  Why  ihe  gentleman 
protests  in  trying  to  create  a  prejudice  against 
this  order  by  saying  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
committee  to  locate  a  smallpox  hospital  on  the 
Austin  farm,  after  the  explicit  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16,  i  carnot  understand. 

Mr.  Perkins  >.  f  Ward  16— If  there  Is  anytliing 
that  I  have  labored  hard  to  do,  in  the  small  part  1 
have  taken  since  my  connection  with  the  City 
Government,  it  is  to  secure  the  settlement  of  this 
vexed  question.  I  have  hoped  that  we  might  bo 
able  to  settle  it  for  many  years  to  com-.\  I  wish  to 
state  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  and  other  members  of  the  Council,  that 
the    c<nnmittee   eontideidly   expect    to   be    able 
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to  turtiLsli  the  city  of  Boston  with  a  Bmali- 
1)0X  hospital,  that  will  be  suitable  ^or  the  puriiose 
i'or  tlxe  next  ten  or  lif'tecti  years,  at  an  expense, 
iiicluilinji  land  and  buil(lin};s,  not  Ui  exceed  $\5,- 
000.  We  tliouuht  it  better  to  call  for  an  appropri- 
ation of  ii>25,000,  but  it  ia  the  jud^meut  of  the 
Board  of  Health  aud  the  Committee  on  Health 
that  we  shall  not  appropriate  the  whole  of  that 
sum  tor  the  purpase  named. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health,  in  concurrence. 

A  certificate  was  received  of  the  election,  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  of  Alfred  T.  Tur- 
ner as  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  the  current  year. 
Tlie  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  Messrs. 
Dean  of  Ward  12,  West  of  Ward  1(),  and  Dacey  of 
W;ird  20  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported  aa  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  to  choice 27 

Alfred  T.  Turner .50 

Scattering 3 

And  Mr.  Turner  was  declared  elected,  in  conctir- 
rencc. 

The  order,  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  concern- 
inp;  tiie  raising-  of  the  grade  of  territory  bounded 
by  Hampden,  Swett,  Gerard  and  other  streets, 
came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Northampton-street  District.  TJic 
Council  concurred. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  John  Mahady,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Chardon 
street,  and  Charles  B.  Shute,  to  be  paid  for  dam- 
ages received  by  his  buggy,  upon  Charleston  Neck 
on  March  5.  Severally  accepted,  in  conciu'rence. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  build, 
viz.:  1.  To  Silas  Pierce  &  Co.,  east  of  Mercantile 
street;  2.  To  Oilman  &  Cheney,  Medford  sfeet; 
3.  To  Mary  A.  Cook,  Michigan  avenue;  4.  To 
Charles  Currier,  Washington  street.  Ward  16 ;  5. 
Maynard  &  Rice,  Western  avenue.  Ward  19.  The 
order.s  were  severally  passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  ))urchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
in  rear  of  Lowell  Schoolhouse,  Centre  street,  of 
John  Johnson,  containing  9000  square  feet,  at  not 
exceeding  $5000.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  furnishing  of  a  suitable 
room  in  the  Girls'  High  Schoolhouse,  West  New- 
ton street,  for  the  drawing  classes.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  aud  flats  to  be 
hired  of  Samuel  Leeds,  at  the  southerly  end  of  L 
street,  for  three  years,  for  the  purposes  of  a  bath- 
house.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  $1500  to  be  expended  for  bird 
houses  for  public  grounds. 

The  question  was  ow  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17—1  move  that  this  order 
be  laid  upon  the  table.  1  tliiuk  there  is  some 
question  as  to  the  expediency  of  locating  those 
bird  houses  upon  the  trees.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
houses  for  the  birds,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  some 
persons  that  some  injury  to  the  bark  of  the  trees 
is  caused  by  them,  t  find  chat  this  idea  is  held  by 
lAany,  and  before  voting  upon  the  order  I  weuUl 
like  lo  make  someinquirieif. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  merely  rise  to  say  that 
I  cannot  houestly  express  myself  so  mildly  as  the 
gentleman  from  my  own  ward  does,  because  it 
Seems  to  me  that  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  make  this  appropriation,  which  will 
furnish  about  twenty-two  huntUed  bird  houses. 
\Vc  know,  now,  that  the  trees  on  the  Common  are 
burdened  with  these  abnormal  excrescences  in  the 
shape  of  small  meeting  houses,  than  which  noth- 
ing could  be  more  hateful  to  the  eye  or  more  ex- 
cite the  animosity  of  i)ersons  of  good  taste,  or  be 
more  unailapted  to  the  use  of  the  birds  for  which 
they  are  made.  And  when  I  think  of  the  thou- 
sands of  beautiful  birds  with  which  our  suburban 
wai'ds  might  be  filled,  and  see  members  of  this 
City  Governnrent  and  the  Legislature,  and 
the  proprietors  of  city  hotels,  and  provision 
dealers,  a,\\  slaying  birds  of  every  description  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year ;  when  I  see  this  going  on 
and  know  that  it  might  be  stopped  at  an  expense 
of  a  few  hundred  dollars,  and  we  might  secure  an 
hundred  fold  more  birds  than  we  now  have,  1  feel 
that  it  would  be  absurd  to  make  an  appropriation 
of  this  sort.  We  all  know  the  pugnacity  of  the 
sparrows,  but  they  are  very  agreeable  and  useful 
little  birds,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  not  to  foster 
them  in  every  possible  way.  But  there  is  an  entirely 
unnecessary  number  of  these  bird  houses  now. 
The  birds  do  not  necessarily  build  \vith   imt  one 


pair  ia  each  box.  There  are  many  boxes  on  the 
Common  now  which  are  not  tilled,  and  if  more 
are  ro(piired  on  tbe  public  grounds  the  emp- 
ty ones  on  the  Common  might  be  removed 
and  phiced  in  new  (luarters  where  they  are 
needed.  1  think  the  sparrow.s  are  sufKciently  iiitel- 
Hgent  to  liml  new  places  all  over  the  city.  It  ig 
not  necesaai-y  to  provide  houses  for  them ;  we  have 
more  than  v/e  need  already.  I  would  like  tt)  see  a 
few  more  of  those  birds  which  the  sparrows  are 
continually  driving  olf,  such  as  the  bluebird  and 
robin.  As  it  is  now  the  sparrow  monopolizes  the 
Common. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  &— I  would  state  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
that  the  Council  passed  an  approiiriation  of  two 
thousand  dollars  for  bird  houses  on  the  Common. 
1  would  also  state  that  there  are  now  applications 
for  these  bird  houses  from  all  sections  of  ihc  city 
that  we  cannot  sui)ply.  It  is  only  witliin  a  dav  or 
two  that  the  Alderman  from  Wartl  1  .'■tated 
that  many  were  needed  there.  1  find  a 
great  demand  for  more  of  them  iu  my  ward, 
aud  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  in  my  n<  ighborhood 
that  when  the  houses  are  put  up  in  the  morning 
fhey  are  occupied  before  night.  I  think  there  i* 
no  more  judicious  expenditure  we  make  than  this- 
The  sum  of  §1.500  is  only  three-fourths  of  what  we 
appropriated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  it 
must  be  known  that  this  is  the  season  of  the  year 
when  the  houses  come  iito  use.  1  think  that  if  the 
gentleman  will  make  inquiries  he  \\ill  find  the 
bird  houses  are  very  useful. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  wish  to  say  that  I  have 
felt  very  much  like  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
With  regard  to  the  bird  houses  on  the  Common, 
but  I  would  suggest  that,  if  the  committee  are 
going  to  have  a  large  supply,  they  will  change  the 
pattern.  I  think  the  religious  wants  of  the  birds 
on  the  Common  are  entirely  supplied  and  another 
pattern  is  required.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
vary  the  style  of  architecture  and  abandon  the 
present  meeiing-h>^use  design. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9 — The  committee  would  be 
glad  to  see  plans  proposed  for  better  ones  than  we 
have  now. 

Mr,  Wulcutt  of  Ward  17—1  desire  to  say  that  my 
objection  is  not  to  the  bird  houses,  but  to  locating 
them  on  the  trees.  1  beUeve  they  injure  the  bark, 
and  I  think  I  shall  show  that  they  are  apcrmaixuc 
injury  to  the  trees. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  have  not  the  slightest 
dovibt  but  that  the  members  of  the  committee 
have  acted  according  to  their  best  judgment.  If 
I  voted  for  the  appropriation  of  that  J:j2000, 1  am 
extremely  sorry  for  it.  With  regard  to  tlie  breed- 
ing of  birds,  the  English  sparrows  begin  to  lay 
about  the  latter  part  of  March;  they  sometimes 
have  a  second  brood  iu  May,  and  they  must  now 
be  very  nearly  tlirough  their  bree<iiug  for  the 
year.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  an  enormous  sum  to 
expend  for  this  purpose.  It  appears  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  local  interest,  and  those  who  have  trees 
near  their  residences  can  obtain  bird  houses  for  a 
very  little  expense.  As  the  gentleman  from  NVard 
6  said,  there  is  already  sufficient  opportunity  for 
religion  on  the  Common.  I  cannot  withdraw  my 
objection  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President— 

The  President— The  ten  minutes  allowed  by  the 
rule  for  debate  on  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table 
has  expired. 

The  question  on  laying  the  order  on  the  table 
was  put  and  declared  carried.  Mr.  WUbur  of 
Ward  9  doubted  the  vote.  Tiie  Council  divided 
aud  the  motion  was  lost — 15  for,  25  against— and 
the  question  recurred  ou  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading.  ^ 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  happen  to  bo  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Common,  and  although  not 
chairman  on  the  part  of  this  branch,  it  niay  be 
proper  that  1  should  say  a  word.  If,  a.-;  my  friend 
form  Ward  17  states,  he  voted  for  this  a^ipiopria- 
tion  and  is  sorry  for  it,  I  have  no  objection  to  his 
being  forgiven.  But  in  regard  to  the  proposition 
of  my  friend  from  W^ard  G,  when  he  states  that 
the  religious  wants  of  the  biixls  are  supplied,  1  can 
only  remind  him  of  the  situation  of  the  Old  South 
Church.  He  is  one  of  those  who  believe  lu  keep- 
ing the  Old  South  as  it  is,  I  am  not  going  to  ilisa- 
gree  with  liim  on  that,  but  when  ho  talks  of  re- 
ligious wants  of  the  Old  South,  1  believe  it 
wouhl  be  better  to  take  care  of  the  reUgious 
wants  of  the  people,  and  let  the  birds  take 
care  of  themselves.  I  would  ask  If  there  is  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  who  dies  not  feel  elevated 
every  time  he  heai's  the  ohirping  of  those  beauti- 
ful sparrows  as  he  crosses  the  Common?    And 
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now,  when  the  Committee  on  Common  have  asked 
for  an  appropriation  whicli  will  enable  them  to 
renew  the  bird  cages,  which  are  destroyed  every 
winter,  ui)ou  the  Common  and  the  squares  in  the 
outlying  districts  of  the  city, — in  the  Highlands, 
Bunker  Hill,  East  Boston,  in  West  Roxbury— all  I 
ask  is  that  he  will  for  a  moment  consider' the  propo- 
sition that  those  birds  shall  have  proper  houses 
within  which  to  copulate,  to  do  that  which  nature 
requires  them  to.  do  to  propagate  tlieir  species,  in 
order  that  they  may  still  ciiarm  us  witli  tlieir 
music,  and  that  they  may  year  after  year  greatly 
enlarge  their  numbers.  I  am  stirprised  that  my 
worthy  friend  here  in  front  (Mr.  Willcutt)  and 
my  friend  on  my  left  (Mr.  Mmot),  from  the  Green 
Garden  District),  or  anybody  else  from  that  or 
any  other  part  of  the  city,  shall  oppose 
this  ordinary  expenditure.  The  City  Coun- 
cil, without  a  dissenting  voice,  appropriated 
^2(100  for  this  purpose  and  the  committee  have 
recommended  the  exi)enditure  of  .fil500.  Whether 
or  not  it  is  too  much  is  a  matter  to  be  detemiined. 
I  can  assure  the  Council  that  the  committee  will 
expend  no  more  money  than  is  required.  I  am 
not  intrusted  with  it,  not  being  chairman  on  the 
part  of  this  branch,  but  it  set'ins  to  me  proper  to 
say  a  word  in  its  favor.  It  has  been  stated  that 
people  have  applied  for  these  houses  from  diifer- 
ent  parts  if  the  city.  K  they  have  sparrows  they 
have  a  right  to  houses  for  them,  and  it  io  proper 
that  tliey  should  have  them. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  should  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  intended  t'>  supply  bird  houses  to  all 
individuals  wlio  fancv  they  should  have  them.  If 
it  is,  I  think  it  is  rather  a  stange  use  of  the  public 
money.  We  might  as  well  supply  them  with  pin 
cushions  or  jjin  money,  and  1  do  not  know  where 
we  are  going  lo  stop. 

The  Piesident— The  order  provides  that  the  bird 
houses  are  to  be  placed  on  the  Common  and  pub- 
lic grounds. 

Air.  Daeey  of  Ward  20 — I  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  order,  fiy  adding  after  the  words  "Common 
and  public  grounds"  the  words  "and  in  such  other 
localities  as  the  committee  may  deem  expedient." 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  hardly  think  there  is 
any  necessity  for  such  an  amendment.  The  com- 
mittee liave'always  used  the  discretion  which  the 
gentleman  has  proposed  in  his  amendment,  and  I 
presume  they  will  do  the  same  in  the  future.  In 
j-egard  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  frosi 
Ward  (j,  1  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  bird 
houses  had  been  placed  on  private  grounds,  but  on 
the  trees  in  the  public  squares  and  streets. 

Ml. Daeey  of  Ward  20— Why  1  oft'.^redthe  amend- 
ment was  that  they  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
public  squares  of  the  city.  There  are  many  other 
places  where  the  birds  congregate,  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  transactions  in  the  bird  houses, 
or  with  the  midwifery  in  the  case ;  but  it  seems  to 
mc  that  all  these  objeetiots  raised  come  from  the 
legal  gentlemen  present.  If  those  gentlemen 
would  get  up  as  early  as  the  birds  do,  tcey  would 
not  be  annoyed  !>y  their  sweet  vvarblings.  I 
think  we  should  take  care  of  those  bir  Is.  They 
arc   strangers,   and   we    should   take     them   in. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Daeey  was  lost,  and  the 
or<ler  was  ordered  to  a  second  readlrg. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $150  per  annum  for  ring- 
ing bell  of  Unitarian  church  in  Brighton,  to  denote 
the  hours  of  the  day.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  on  disposal  of  Brighton  and  Charlestown 
invested  fumls.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  recommending  passage  of  the  preamble 
^nd  vote  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  execute, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  certain  indentures  concerning  land  and 
other  property  given  by  David  Sears  to  said  over- 
seers, on  conditions  referred  to  therein,  and  the 
passage  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— It  may  be  an  inadver- 
tence on  my  part,  but  I  have  not  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  J5oard  of  Aldermen  before  me, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  what  this 
means,  and  without  some  explanation  of  it  I  shall 
be  entirely  in  the  dark. 

The  preamble  and  vote  were  read  twice  and 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

Tctitions  of  Jerry  Leban  and  Fred.  O.  Clark 
were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  instructing  the  City  Solicitor  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mystic  River  Corpora- 
tion and  act  for  the  city.    Read  tmce  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to 
the  appropriation  for  Salaries  of  $3900,  and  that 


SllO  95  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City 
Registrar's  Department,  to  i>iiy  the  claim  of  Mi- 
chael Norton  for  those  amounts.  Passed — yeas  52, 
nays  0-  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS    PBESENTED    AND  EEFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  IG— Petition  of  John 
Fanington  for  change  in  the  conditions  of  restric- 
tions on  land  purchased  of  the  city.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Mar- 
garet Woodard  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  hy  the  fall  of  an  icicle.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Rich- 
ard Leeds,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build.    Referretl  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Company 
D,  Fifth  Regiment,  for  appropriation  for  repairs 
on  aiiaoiy.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  W. 
H.  S.  Frothingham  etaI.,tor  the  continuation  of 
Pierce  avenue  to  Neponset  avenue.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  desire  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  was 
passed  at  the  last  meeting  appropriating  $25,000 
for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  I 
give  notice  that  if  the  reconsideration  is  carried 
1  shall  move  to  modify  the  sum  by  proposing 
$18,000,  and  at  the  proper  time  I  will  state  my 
reasons  for  it.  I  have  made  that  motion,  believ- 
ing it  to  be  proper  and  right.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered that  last  year  a  proposition  was  made  here 
by  the  member  iroin  the  Third  Ward  asking  for 
ah  appropriation  of  $21,000  for  that  purijose,  and 
the  gentleman  from  the  Sixteenth  Ward  moved 
that  the  sum  be  modified  to  $16,000,  which  was 
carried.  Reasons  were  given  for  it  at  the  time, 
and  the  actual  sum  expended  I  have  in  detail  now 
before  me,  the  figures  being  coi)ied  from  the  Au- 
ditor's report.  The  expense  of  celebrating  the 
Fourth  of  July  in  1873  amounted  in  the  aggregate 
to  $13,457  05.  Now,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
it  is  right  to  allow  a  proper  amouiit  for  the  cele.. 
bration  in  the  outlying  districts  annexed  since 
the  last  Fourth  of  July.  We  can  afford 
to  allow  them,  if  it  shall  be  necessary,  the 
sum  of  $4542  95,  and  then  come  within  the 
amount  which  I  name— $18,000.  I  do  not  think 
they  will  claim  one-half  of  that  expenditure 
and  I  do  not  think  that  they  desire  it,  but  $18,000 
will  make  this  amount  as  large  as  all  reasonable 
parties  can  request  or  desire,  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  city  is  situated  at  the  i)resent 
time.  I  think  it  AviU  be  a  sufficient  amount,  and 
if  we  can  save  $7000  to  the  treasury  I  think  wo 
could  do  no  better  business.  I  am  as  willing  as 
any  gentleman  in  the  Council  to  do  what  is  neces- 
sary, but  1  believe  that  $18,000  is  as  large  an  ex- 
penditure as  can  reasonably  be  required,  and  if 
the  motion  for  a  reconsideration  shall  prevail  I 
shall  move  to  make  that  the  ?  mount  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

Ml-.  Harrington  of  Ward  8—1  hope  this  motion 
to  reconsider  will  not  prevail.  I  have  consulted 
with  many  gentlemen  connected  with  the  City 
Government,  and  I  think  that  $25,000  will  be  suf- 
ficient, and  that  $18,000  will  not  be  enough.  It 
wUl  be  remembered  that  last  year  the  City  Coun- 
cil appropriated  $15,000  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourtn  of  July.  We  had  no  balloon,  and  no  fire- 
works, and  a  tamer  Fourth  of  July  was  never  seen 
in  Boston.  All  we  had  was  our  sailing  and  rowing 
regattas,  music,  and  entertainments  for  the  school 
children.  All  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
enjoyed  themselves,  but  the  people  had  no  enjoy- 
ment whatever.  In  1873  the  appropriation  was 
$15,000;  in  1872,  $22,500;  in  1871,  $20,000;  and  in 
1870,  $20,500.  Since  the  last  Fourth  of  July  we  have 
annexed  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton. In  Charlestown  particularly  the  people  are 
very  patriotic,  and  a  vei-y  large  number  of  inhabi- 
tants and  school  children  will  have  to  be  provided 
for  this  year.  It  is  the  same  in  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton,  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  do  it  with 
less  than  $25,000.  The  appropriation  for  this  cele- 
bration has  averaged  $19,500  for  the  past  four 
years.  We  all  know  that  by  being  liberal  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  the  i)eople  get  all  the  money 
back  again.  Large  numbers  of  people  come 
here  "from  out  of  town  A\hen  there  is  an 
attractive  programme  announced,  and  we  lose 
nothing  by  the  expenditure.  It  saves  nothing  to 
the  city  treasury  by  being  so  very  ecc  nomical  on 
that  day ;  by  being  liberal  we  put  money  into  the 
peoi)le'3  pockets.    We  know  that  the  press  teemed 
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with  the  expression  tliat  the  last  ortebration  was 
fhe  tamest  Fourth  of  July  we  had  liad  for  many 
jears.  1  hope  this  recoiisidoratiou  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG— I  trust  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  he  carried,  so  that  we  shall  have  a  fair 
ojjportunitj'  to  debate  the  question  upon  its 
merits,  and  see  what  sum  should  be  determined 
upon. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  put  and  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  doubted  the  vote,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  onloreii, 
and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost — yeas  22, 
nays  3^,  as  foUows : 

"ifeas  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Bleiler,  Boardman, 
Braclcott,  lUirditt,  Crocker,  Davis,  Flatley,  Fuller, 
cloldthwait,  Hunnewell,  Loriny;,  McCaity,  Minot, 
Moley,  Perkins,  Putnam,  Shaw,  Sprague,  Thacher, 
West,  Woods— 22. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Abbott,  Beal,  Bcarce,  Butler, 
(^ushiuan,  Dacey,  Dny,  Dean,  Denny,  Harrington, 
Hicks,  Jennings,  Kent,  Leach,  Long,  Martin, 
Morse,  Noyos-,  Page,  Powers,  Pray,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Sweat,  Swectser,  Train,  Walbridge,  AVarren,  Wes- 
ton, AVhiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Wdlcutt, 
Woodward— 32. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bariy, 
Bent,  Burgess,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Cud- 
worth,  Flynn,  Gordoii,  Kimball,  Mooney,  Pea- 
body,  Pease,  Russell — 15. 

CONDITION  OF  WESTERLY  HA.IiL. 

A  communication  was  received  fromi  the  Board 
of  Health,  calling  attenti<m  to  the  condition  of 
■Westerly  Hall  in  West  Roxbury,  in  whi"h  a  pri- 
mary school  is  now  kept  Upon  examination  it  is 
fouiid  that  stagnant  and  filthy  water  covers  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  cellar,  that  the  school- 
room is  over-crowded  and  improperly  ventilated, 
and  the  privies  attached  defective,  and  that  some 
action  should  be  immediately  taken  "pi'ohibiting 
the  further  occupancy  of  the  building  in  its  pres- 
ent state,  as  a  schoolroom. 

Refeired  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  the 
order  authorizing  old  High  School  Building, 
c&rner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibr  on  street,  to 
be  altered  and  repaired  for  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany I,  First  Regiment,  and  Company' C,  Fourth 
Battalion,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — I  move  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  striking;  oiit  the  words  "and  Company  O, 
Fourth  Battalion."  I  do  this,  I  think,  with  the 
consent  of  the  majority  of  tlie  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — As  I  was  the  member 
of  the  Council  who  moved  to  lay  this  order  ujion 
the  table,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended,  if  I  understand  that  Com- 
pany C  can  have  that  as  an  armory,  provided  no 
other  jjiace  is  procured  for  them. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — There  is  ample  room  in 
the  building  for  the  two  companies,  and  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  comniiltee  to  place  them  both  there. 
As  we  wish  to  give  Company  I  quarters  in  that  vi- 
cinity I  think  there  can  be  no  good  reason  why 
they  should  not  have  them  there.  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  Company  C  should  not  have  quarters 
there  in  tlie  future,  if  they  desire  it. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  jiassedas  amended, in  non- 
concurrence — yeas  46,  nays  0. 

ORDEBS    SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars  be  adiled  to  the  appropriation  for 
laying  out  and  grading  the  square  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Dartmouth  and  Sxeter 
streets,  and  fo/  setting  a  curbstone  and  erecting 
an  ion  fence  around  the  same ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  apiiropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds.  , 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading.  i' 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on 
Priijting — 

Ordei'ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  an  abstract  of  the  business  and 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for  one  year  from 
the  first  of  July,  1874,  and  make  a  contract  for 
such  printing;  the  expense  thereof  not  to  exceed 
$G000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Print- 
ing. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  1.5  moved  to  take  upthe 
special  assignment  for  half-jiast  eight  o'clock,  be- 
ing the  report  and  order  for  takii.g  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  and  Fami  Pond  for  the  purpose  of 
snpplying.the  city.  (City  Doc.  No.  17.) 
•   The"  motion  was  lost. 

THE  CABE  or  CITV  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting,  by  which  the  Oider  in 
reference  to  the  custody  of  city  documents  was 
passed.  That  proposition  iva.s  carried  without 
any  discussion,  and  I  desire  to  know  from  the 
Committee  on  I'rinting  the  reason  for  it.  If  I 
understand  it  aright,  it  is  that  the  Committee  on 
Printing  shall  take  charge  of  all  jjullic  documents, 
thus  creating  a  new  custom.  If  1  am  correctly  in- 
formed, thatcommiti;ee  has,  within  it»-elf  anfl  with- 
out authority  from  tlie  City  Council,  passed  an 
order  allowing  city  documents,  like  the  laws  and 
ordinances  and  the  annual  Municipal  Register  to  bo 
sold,  and  if,  as  a  member  o.  the  Council,  I  ask  for 
a  copy  of  that  document  be.-ides  the  one  which  I 
get  in  the  regular  order  of  business,  I  am  com- 
pelled to  jjurchase  it.  That  is  the  order  which,  if 
1  am  correctly  informed,  the  honorable  committee 
have  passed,  and  if  1  am  not  right,  the  members  of 
that  committee  « ill  correct  me.  Hence,  when  I 
have  called  for  a  document.  1  have  been  refused 
by  the  City  Messeuger,  he  acting  under  the  orders 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  If  it  has  come  to 
this,  that  if  a  member  of  the  City  Government 
calls  for  a  document  he  is  bound  to  purchase  it,  it 
seeius  to  me  th"?.t  we  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass. 
The  committee,  by  their  own  vote,  are  to  have 
the  charge  of  these  documents,  which  are  to  be 
doled  out  by  ths  members  in  their  individual 
judgment.  If  the  city  of  Boston  has  come  to  this, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  refund  to  its  treasury  the 
cost  of  prin,  ing  public  documeni  s  which  are  pub- 
lished and  freely  distributed,  then  let  us  under- 
stand it.  I  may  be  misinformed,  but  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  get  correct  information  upon  this 
subject.  If  it  is  proper  and  nght,  and  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  city,  1  shoul'I  bo  ready  to  withdraw  my 
motion  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  order ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  inaugurating  an  entirely 
new  system.  After  I  had  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce an  order  hf^re  for  the  urinting  of  a  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  Sumner  Memorial  volume, 
and  I  had  the  honor  to  see  it  pass  with  but  one 
dLs  enting  voice,  and  that  from  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  I  am  not  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  that  matter  is  lo  be  managed  entirely 
by  the  Committee  on  Printing  as  may  suit  their 
individual  or  public  capacity.  In  answer  to  a  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  from  the  Bui  ker-Hill 
District,  I  stated  that  those  extra  one  thousand 
copies  siioulil  be  distributed  among  members  of 
the  City  Government  cquaUy,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
they  migiit  deem  right  and  proper.  Had  it  not 
been  for  that  I  doubt  whether  I  would  have  moved 
this  reconsideration.  I  desire  to  know,  and  it  is 
my  right  to  know,  what  is  the  intention  of  this 
honorable  committee  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  tliose  documents.  1  have 
been  in  the  habit,  for  many  years,  of 
treasuring  up  the  documents  of  the  city 
of  Boston  as  well  as  tuose  of  the  Commonwealth', 
and  when  I  have  asked  for  them  I  have  never  teen 
refused  until  within  a  few  months.  I  do  not. be- 
lieve that  a  Municipal  Resister  should  be  denied 
to  any  citizen  of  Boston  or  any  other  public  docu- 
ment refused  any  memberof  the  City  Government 
who  comes  here  and  gives  his  time  without  money 
and  without  price  to  the  service  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  I  will  endeavor  to  satisfy 
the  intense  thirstier  information  that  afflicts  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  this  evening.  1  would 
suggest  that  if  he  had  made  private  inquiry  he 
might  not  have  taken  up  so  much  time  as  he  has 
already.  It  has  been  the  custom  for  some  years 
for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  give  directions 
about  the  disposition  of  certain  public  documents, 
and  the  question  has  come  up  this  year  as  to 
what  should  be  done.  A  great  many  people  have 
called  for  the  laws  and  ordinances," for  instance; 
and  the  question  was,  whether  a  copy  should  be 
given  to  everybody  who  asked,  for  one!  Whenev- 
er a  man  wants  to'consuU  the  laws  and  ordinances 
for  ttve  minutes  at  a  time,  he  thinks  it  would  l)e  a 
good  idea  to  get  a  copy.  Everybody  who  wants  to 
look  into  the  volume  comes  "and  asks  for  it.  A 
limited  number  only  are  printed,  and  the  supply 
is  soon  exhausted.  It  would  be  iliffleult  for 
tlie  committee    to  di  tipguish   between  different 
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citizens  of  Boston,  and,  after  considerable 
discussion,  they  tliought  it  would  be  desira- 
ble to  authorize  the  City  Messenger  to  sell  them 
at  cost  to  any  one  who  wished  them.  Then,  after 
investigation,  it  was  found  that  the  Committee 
on  Printing  had  nothing  to  do  with  those  docu- 
ments after  they  were  printed ;  they  had  neither 
the  right  to  sell  them  nor  give  them  away. 
There  are  several  lawyers  in  Boston  who  would 
be  glad  to  pay  for  the  laws  and  ordinances,  but 
nobody  was  authorized  to  say  that  they  might  be 
sold  or  given  away  to  people  outside  of  the  City 
Government.  The  committee  looked  the  matter 
over  and  it  seemed  desirable  that  somebody 
should  have  authority  to  dispose  of  the  laws 
and  ordinances,  and  it  seemed  most  i>rop- 
er  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  should 
take  charge  of  the  matter,  a",  they  have 
charge  of  the  printing.  We  have  no  desire 
to  meddle  with  it  if  aiiy!)ody  else  desires  to  take 
charge  of  the  documents.  The  order  provides 
that  such  documents  as  are  chargefl  to  the  appro- 
priations for  I'rinting  and  Incidentals  shall  be  in 
charge  of  the  Comjinttee  on  Printing,  and  that 
documents  charged  to  any  other  appropriations 
shall  be  disposed  of  by  such  committee. 
We  consulted  with  the  City  Clerk,  Clerk 
of  Committees,  City  Solicitor,  Citv  Messen- 
ger, and  from  all  the  information  we 
could  find  it  seemed  as  though  here  was  some- 
thing that  nobody  had  charge  of,  and  it  was  desir- 
able that  somebody  should.  This  order  will  put 
all  these  general  matters  into  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  all  other  matters 
coming  within  the  jurisJiction  of  other  commit- 
tees should  be  charged  to  those  appropriations  for 
which  they  are  printed.  It  is  necessary  that  some- 
body should  have  charge  of  it.  People  are  contin- 
ually going  to  the  City  Messenger  and  applying  for 
documents  of  all  kinds,  and  he  wants  some  au- 
thority to  refer  to,  else  he  has  got  to  give  them 
to  everybody  who  asks  for  them.  It  seems 
hardly  reasonable  that  a  document  shonl-.l  be 
giveu  to  everybody  who  has  a  whim  that  he 
would  like  to  have  one.  He  has  no  autho- 
rity even  to  give  them  away  now.  It 
seems  to  me  that  some  order  or  ordi- 
nance   should    be     made     to    provide    for    the 


distribution  of  these  documents  and  as  the  order 
now  stands  it  instructs  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  report  an  ordinance.  When  such  an 
ordinance  is  reported  there  will  then  be  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  whether  it  is  a  thing  that  should  be 
done.  No  harm  can  be  done  by  allowing  the  sub- 
ject to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  no  objection,  after 
the  explanation,  to  allow  this  matter  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances;  it  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee. But  I  desire  to  make  some  inquiry  in  or- 
der that  the  Council  may  understand  what 
is  proposed.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  now  that  it  is  to  prevent  outsiders  from  ob- 
taining the  documents,  without  the  consent  of 
the  committee.  That  may  be  proper  and  right, 
but  so  far  as  the  city  ordinances  are  concerned,  I 
would  like  aline  of  distinction  drawn  between  that 
book  and  the  ordinary  documents  the  city  is  pub- 
lishing every  week,  and  which,  in  my  estimation, 
the  public  are  entitled  to  by  ria,ht,  and  provision 
should  be  made  for  their  distribution  as  are  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  provides  that 
the  city  of  Boston  shall  be  supplied  with  a  very 
large  number,  printed  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  and  are  left  for  distribution  at  the 
station  houses,  so  that  every  individual  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  know  the  law.  Upon  that  same 
ground  I  claim  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  know  what  are  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  city;  they  have  a 
right  to  claim  them,  and  they  should  be 
furnished  as  freely  as  are  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth.  I  called  attention  to  this 
(juestion  tonight,  not  that  I  desired  to  act  upon  it 
in  opposition  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  but 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  shall  have  the 
views  of  somebody,  and  I  suppose  they  will  frame 
an  ordinance  that  shaU  allow  the  people  of  IJo^i- 
ton  to  come  free  handed,  witliout  money  or  price, 
to  receive  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  city  in  which 
they  live  and  are  governed.  I  only  moveil  this  re- 
consideration for  the  purpose  of  expressing  my 
views  upon  it,  and  that  they  might  be  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  therefore 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loriug  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTDN. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    2,    lb74. 


Ref^ular  weekly  laeeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
AUlenuau  Clark,  Chairman,  presiilinj;. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer — John  McCusker. 

Weifjlier  of  Coal— Edwin  Y.  Brown. 

Special  Police  Officers — Phineas  Pierce,  Patrick 
Howe,  Summer  street  audits  vicinity;  Alvin  15. 
Libby,  Christian  Church,  Tyler  street;  Nathan  .T. 
Cottle,  Boston  wharf;  Warren  Ewell,  Quincy 
street  and  its  vicinity,  Ward  IG;  Horatio  Mann, 
Weld  Farm,  Ward  17;  Francis  T.  Bemis,  West 
street  and  its  vicinity. 

ORDEKS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  common  sewers  in  Hamil- 
ton street;  in  Franklin  street  between  the  easterly 
line  of  Beacon  street  and  Chai'les  River,  and  in 
Bird  street  from  Baker  place  toward  Columbia 
street,  were  considered  and  there  being  no  objec- 
tion the  orders  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Martin 
Hayes,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
Albany  and  Newton  streets. 

Johnson  &  Came,  for  extension  of  time  in 
which  to  build  on  Harrison  avenue  near  Newton 
street. 

To  the  Commute  on  Sewers.  Trustees  under  the 
will  of  Eben  Francis,  for  a  sewer  in  Longwood  av- 
enue. 

William  D.  Rockwood  et  al.,  t>iat  Silver  street 
be  extended  to  E  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavinr/.  John  McNiel  et 
al.,  that  Greenough's  lane  be  paved. 

C.  C.  Clapp,  representing  that  by  the  change  of 
grade  and  streets,  his  place  of  business  on  the 
corner  of  Cornhill  and  Court  street  has  become 
the  junction  of  several  horse  railroads,  and  the 
crowds  waiting  for  the  cars  drive  all  legitimate 
business  from  his  store,  and  he  prays  for  relief  of 
some  kind  from  the  annoyances  and  obstructions 
of  people  assembling  there  to  await  the  cars. 

M.  Judd,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoisting  beam  at  133 
and  135  Merrimac  street. 

John  F.  Kenniffe  ef  al.,  that  Athens  street  be 
graded  from  Dorchester  to  F  street. 

Nathan  Hutchins  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  Canal  street,  Charlestown. 

L.  A.  Bigeiow,  for  leave  to  run  a  shaft  under 
Foundry  street. 

Tiaiothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Charlestown. 

Robert  R.  Kent  et  il.,  that  Chelsea  and  Saratoga 
streets  be  put  in  order,  and  that  sidewalks  be  laid. 

E.  C.  Millett  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Ashland  street  (Ward  17),  west  of  Brown  avenue, 
and  the  roadway  put  in  order. 

Union  Institution  for  Savings  et  al.,  that  Bed- 
ford street,  from  Chauncy  to  Washington  street, 
be  paved  with  wood. 

Robert  Johnson  et  al.,  that  Sixth  street  be 
paved,  from  C  to  E  street. 

James  Devine  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Eighth  street,  from  D  to  E  streets. 

C.  Blake  etal.,  that  a  portion  of  Middle  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

Margaret  Curley,  to  be  compensated  for  grade 
damages  30  and  'i'l  Newbern  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Franklin  Snow  &  Co.,  for  Iciive  to  occu- 
py a  wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  T  wharf. 

James  R.  Fennyhough,  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Preble  street,  rear  of  No.  7'J. 

G.  Tidd.  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  rear  Garden  street. 
.  J.  A.  Sevey,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for    one 
horse  on  (Juincy  street,  near  Myrtle. 

(icorgo  H.  Frost,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
twelve  horses  on  Taylor  street,  near  Neponsct  av- 
enue, Ward  IG. 

M.  E.  Murry,  for  leave  to  move  and  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  tlu'ee  horses  on  Bellevue  street. 

John  Brainard,  remonstrance  against  the  erec- 
tion and  occupancy  of  stable  by  Anilrcw  Littig 
on  western  side  of  Faxon  place. 


Elizabeth  Josephs  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  location  of  a  stable  bv  Frank  A.  Oapp  on  Mer- 
cer street,  near  Telegraph  street. 

G.  T.  W.  Braman,  to  build  and  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  his  own  use  on  Parker  street,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Marlborough  street. 

Heirs  of  Henry  Reed,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed erection  of  a  stable  in  Faxon  place. 

L.  K.  Allen,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Felton  place.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Commillee  on  Common  and  Public 
Crounds.  Robert  C.  Waterston,  Oliver  "vYendell 
Holmes  et  al.,  Abbott  Lawrence,  John  Amor/ 
Lowell  et  al.,  Samuel  M.  Quincy  et  al.,  John  B. 
Bab<;ock  et  al.,  Jennie  Collins  et  al.,  severally 
f  >r  the  restoration  of  tne  fen3e  on  Tremont- 
street  mall,  and  that  the  present  limits  of  Boston 
Common  may  not  he  further  ei:cioached  upon, 
and  the  asphaltum  be  removed  from  the  vicinity 
of  all  the  trees  on  the  Common. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  extend  the  hame  of  Duf'ley  street 
through  Stoughton  street  to  Upham's  Corner,  and 
to  number  said  street  accordingly. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  from  Samuel 
B.  Pierce  et  al.  against  the  proposed  change  of 
name,  and  Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the 
order  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
with  instructions  to  give  the  remonstrants  a  hear- 
ing. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Committee  on  Paving 
gave  this  subject  a  full  investigation.  Notice  was 
given  of  intention  to  change  the  name  of  Dudley 
street  to  Stoughton  street,  and  on  that  a  hearing 
wa* given.  Then  two  weeks'  notice  was  given  of 
intention  to  change  the  name  of  Stoughton  street 
to  Dudley  street,  and  there  was  a  hearing  on  that. 
The  hearings  were  fully  advertised,  and  I  think  it 
is  har Jly  worth  while  for  the  committee  to  visit 
the  premises  again.  Changes  in  the  names  of 
streets  always  make  a  little  trouble  for  the  time 
being.  This  one  has  been  thoroughly  considered 
by  the  committee,  and  they  were  unanimous  in  re- 
porting this  change. 

Alderman  Hall — I  fail  to  see  any  argument  in 
the  gentleman's  remarks  to  show  why  we  should 
change  the  name  of  this  street.  The  name  of 
Stoughton  street  is  almost  as  old  as  the  town  of 
Dorchester  itself ;  it  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
that  honored  locality,  and  unless  some  good  rea« 
son  for  a  change  is  given,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
made. 

Alderman  Peters— I  was  not  making  any  ar- 
gument for  a  change,  but  giving  a  statement  of 
facts.  The  reasons  for  the  change  are  that  Dud- 
ley and  Stoughton  streets  are  practically  one  con- 
tinued straight  street.  Before  Dorchester  was  an- 
nexed to  Boston,  and  when  Roxbury  and  Dorches- 
ter were  distinct  towns,  Dudley  street  I'an  through 
Roxbury  to  the  Dorchester  line,  and  Stoughton 
street  was  the  continuation  of  Dudley  street  to 
Upham's  Corner.  The  dividing  line  was  simply  a 
brook  running  across  the  street.  That  brook  is 
now  covered  up  altogether  and  there  is  no  division 
of  the  two  streets.  It  is  just  the  same  as  if  a  brook 
had  run  across  School  street  fifty  years  ago  and 
the  street  had  a  different  name  on  each  side  of  it. 

Alderman  Hall— I  fail  yet  to  see  any  argument 
why  this  name  should  be  changed.  Nearly  every 
resident  in  that  vicinity  has  signed  a  remonstrance 
agaiust  the  change,  and  if  it  is  not  desiied  by 
tho.-!e  living  there  I  do  not  think  the  change  shoulcl 
be  made.  Then,  your  terminus  of  the  change  is 
at  Upham's  Corner,  while  the  street  continues  di- 
rectly on.  If  you  make  the  change  at  all,  why  not 
let  it  go  on  directly  to  the  termination  oif  the 
street? 

Alderman  Power — If  there  ever  was  a  good 
reason  for  changing  the  name  of  any  street,  there 
certainly  is  in  this  case.  Here  are  two  streets 
which  abut  upon  each  other,  and  there  is  no  way 
of  telling  when  you  have  passed  from  one  to  the 
other.  There  are  fjur  or  live  streets  centiing 
at  Upham's  corner,  and  we  thought  it  best  that 
the  portion  of  Stounhton  street  running  towards 
Dorchester  Bay  from  Dorchester  street  should  re- 
tain that  name,  as  it  takes  in  the  old  burial 
ground  where  lie  the  '•emains  of  the  person  for 
whom  Stoughton  street  was  named.  We 
thought  that  would  satisfy  every  one.  Not* 
one  in  ten  of  the  people  abutting  on  that 
street  have  signed  the  remonstrance.  Before 
voting  to  make  the  change  we  consulted  the  oldest 
residents  in  that  locality  and  every  one  thought 
it  should  be  made.  I  do  not  know  any  one  who 
has  been  there  longer  than  Mr.  Up!  am,  and  he 
considered  the  change  very  desirable.    Wc    ad- 
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vertised  this  matter  thoroughly  in  all  the  iiapers 
and  not  a  single  individual  came  to  remonstrate 
against  the  change,  but  some  did  appear  and  ad- 
vocate it.  I  thinlc  this  Government  has  done  its 
duty  and  given  sufficient  warning.  As  my  col- 
league on  the  connnittee  says,  there  -will  always 
be  some  people  who  object  to  making  such 
changes.  I  am  always  in  favor  of  giving  every- 
body an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  but  this  matter 
was  fully  advertised  in  the  papers  in  the  city 
proper  and  in  Dorchester,  and  not  a  single  indi- 
vidual was  present  to  remonstrate  against  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  am  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  tne  name  of  the  street  should  be  al- 
tered, but  these  gentlemen  have  seen  fit  to  get  up 
a  remonstrance,  and  they  are  entitled  to  a  hearing. 
I  am  sure  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  will  admit 
that  they  should  be  heard;  it  is  his  principle  of 
action.  It  does  not  matter  whether  the  order  is 
passed  this  week  or  next.  If  x)eople  remonstrate, 
they  have  a  right  to  be  heo-rd  at  City  Hall.  It  does 
not  matter  whether  they  read  the  advertisement 
or  not;  they  probably  di<l  not  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  the  notice,  but  they  have  remon- 
strated, and  I  do  not  think  they  should  be  denied 
a  hearing.  After  they  have  been  heard,  I  h.ive  no 
doubt  this  Board  will  pass  the  order  changing  the 
name  of  the  street,  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. I  shall  vote  for  it  as  I  am  at  present  in- 
foiTned,  but  the  remonstrants  may  present  some 
new  argument  that  the  committee  are  not  now 
aware  of. 

Alderman  Peters— The  position  taken  by  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  would  pre- 
vent any  improvements  in  the  city  of  Boston.  All 
that  would  be  necessary  would  be  for  one  re- 
moiistrauce  after  another  to  be  sent  in  and  a  de- 
lay^ would  be  secured  that  would  prevent  the  ac- 
complishment of  any  projected  improvement.  It 
is  at  least  six  weeks  since  this  matter  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Paving;  every  hearing  was 
fully  ailvertised  and  every  man  had  an  opportuni- 
ty to  be  heard ;  ail  the  rights  of  the  public  have 
been  observed,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no 
use  of  going  over  the  whole  ground  again. 

Alderuiaii  Worthington— I  am  surprised  to  hear 
the  Democratic  Alderman,  who  has  put  in  a  mi- 
nority report  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  standing 
here  now  and  forgetting  the  doctrine  he  preached, 
refusing  to  give  the  people  a  hearing,  and  vir- 
tually saying  that  the  minority  have  no  right  to 
be  heard.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  strange  ac- 
tion. The  minority  are  a  part  of  the  people  and 
ought  to  be  heard,  and  it  cannot  injure  the  city  to 
give  them  a  hearing.  Let  them  understand  that 
their  rights  are  respected  at  City  Hall,  and  that 
they  can  be  heard.  Even  if  they  do  not  read  the 
newspapers  as  carefully  as  they  should,  let  them 
come  at  the  last  hour  and  be  heard. 

The  order  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Order  to  rescind  license  granted  R.  W.  Gordon 
to  sprinkle  Winthrop  and  Adams  streets,  in 
Chariestown,  and  to  issue  permit  therefor  to 
Timothy  Calnan.  Recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  on  Foster  street.  Ward  19. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Hawes  street  with  wood,  at  a  cost  of  §700. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
and  gravel  Butler  street,  between  Adams  and 
Rfchmond  streets,  in  AV  ard  16,  at  a  cost  of  §1500. 
Pafjsed. 

Vlii    PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

petitions  of  John  Farrington,  Margaret  Wood- 
ward, Company  D  (Fifth  Regiment  Infantry), 
Richard  Leeds,  W.  H.  S.  Frothingham  et  al.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  order  authorizing  old  high-school  building, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson  street,  to 
be  altered  and  repaired  for  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany I,  First  Regiment,  and  Company  C,  Fourth 
Battalion,  came  from  the  Common  Council  with 
an  amendment  to  strike  out  "and  Company  C, 
Fourth  Battalion."  The  questit  n  was  on  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  proposition  may 
need  some  explanation.  There  is  now  one  com- 
pany in  Dorchester  very  desirous  of  occupying 
this  schoolhouse.  There  is  also  another  company 
being  started  there  by  Captain  Harlow,  ancl  the 
idea  of  the  committee  was  to  take  this  schoolhouse 
for  both  armories.  Captain  Harlow  thinks  he 
would   rather   be   nearer   Upham's   Corner,  pnd 


therefore  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories in  the  other  branch  moved  this  amend- 
ment. It  will  require  no  alteration  in  the  school- 
house  at  all,  as  we  shall  only  take  cue  lower  room, 
leaving  the  other  rooms  vacant.  If  Captain  Har- 
low chooses  to  come  in  and  take  the  other  room 
he  can  do  so  at  any  time.  It  will  not  reciuire  an 
expenditure  of  ^2b  to  make  the  alterations,  and  if 
at  any  future  time  the  building  is  required  tor  a 
schoolhouse,  it  will  be  as  good  as  it  is  now.  The 
Committee  on  Ai-mories  fit  up  the  gun  racks,  etc., 
from  their  own  appropriation,  so  that  this  order 
will  require  very  little  money  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings  or  any  oiher. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  says  ic  will 
not  cost  more  than  §2.5.  Then  I  do  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  approjjriating  S500.  Why  not  strike  out 
$500  and  make    it  .$25  ?  ' 

Alderman  Worthiugton^We  are  not  obliged  to 
spend  that  amount  of  money.  If  at  any  time  it 
may  be  necessary  to  make  alterations  for  the  ac- 
commodation of 'the  other  comijany  we  shall  have 
the  money.  I  am  sure  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings' will  not  spend  §500  unless  it  is  neces- 
sary, and  that  committee  can  be  trusted  to  use  it. 
Alderman  Emery — As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  matter 
of  the  expense  required  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Armories.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
alterations  he  deems  necessary  now.  As  originally 
contemplatetl  it  was  supposed  that  §500  would  be 
ample  to  make  the  alterations  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  two  companies.  If  there  is  to  be  no 
expense  incurred,  as  is  repre.-ented  now,  I  see  no 
necessity  for  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  buildings,  and  in  any  case,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend there  will  be  a'"y  more  expense  incurred 
than  will  be  necessary. 

The  amendment  oi:  the  Common  Council  was 
concurred  in. 

Communication  from  Board  of  Health  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  the  cellar  of  Westerly  Hall, 
Ward  17.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July; 
the  expense  of  the  celebration  not  to  exceed  $25,- 
000.    The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  move  to  amend  bv  making 
the  amount  §20,000  instead  of  §25,000.  >Iy  reason 
for  doing  so  at  this  time  is  that  I  think  §2b,0j0  will 
be  amply  sufficient.  If  I  recollect  rightly,  this 
Government  appropriated  §15,000  last  year,  and 
that  was  conside>'ed  quite  enough  at  that  time. 
In  view  of  the  depressing  state  of  business  in  the 
city  and  the  prospective  heavy  taxation  of  the 
people  this  year,  I  think  we  should  not  appropri- 
ate over  §20^000  to  expend  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  further  amend"  by 
making  the  sum  §15,000.  I,  as  a  Democrat,  should 
be  in  favor  of  the  total  abolition  of  this  annual 
appropriation,  for  I  think  the  giving  of  amuse- 
ment to  a  free  people  at  the  public  expense  is  a 
wrong  principle  to  adopt  in  a  republic.  It  is  a 
custom  borrowed  from  the  autocratic  governments 
of  the  Old  World  who  adopted  it  in  order  to  keep 
the  people  quiet.  I  do  not  know  of  any  poorer 
class  of  people  than  our  Irish  fellow-citizens,  and 
they  enjoy  themselves  on  St.  Patrick's  Day  at 
their  own  expense. 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  Alderman 
Brooks's  amendment  (that  being  the  larger  sum 
named)  and  it  was  adopted— yeas  7,  nays  5,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Power,  Prescott — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Stebbins, 
Worthington— 5. 

Alderman  Prescott -I  move  to  amend  further 
by  adding  the  following  words :  "Provided,  how- 
ever, that  no  part  of  ^aid  sum  shall  be  expended 
for  fireworks." 

Alderman  Peters— If  the  gentleman  will  aUow 
me  1  would  like  to  amend  that  amendment  by  add- 
ing "that  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be  spent  for  a 
salute  on  Boston  Common." 

Alderman  Prescott— i  do  not  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  we  do  not  have  fire- 
works we  might  reduce  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation more  than  we  have.  Last  year  we  had 
$15,000,  and  I  think  we  had  a  celebration  more  to 
the  taste  of  the  public  than  at  any  time  since  I 
have  been  in  Boston.  I  do  not  believe  in  ha\ing 
fireworks;  I  believe  they  cause  more  unhappiness 
and  sickness  and  give  less  pleasure  and  comfort 
to  the  people  than  anything  for  which  we  spend 
money.  I  voted  no  ju^t  now  because  I  am  opposed 


315 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEX 


to  appropriatiiij^'  S20,000  ;  it  is  more  money 
than  we  need.  We  need  no  more  than 
$18,000,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  that,  because 
I  wish  to  have  a  celebration  in  Charle^town,  West 
Roxbiuy  and  lUifihlon.  I  think  very  little  money 
has  been  S4)ent  there  heretofore.  I  would  have  a 
band  of  music  in  each  of  those  places,  and  amuse- 
ments for  the  children  during-  the  day,  and  noth- 
ing- more.  1  tliink  all  that  can  be  done  for  ^^LOjOOO, 
and  I  am  sure  it  can  l)e  done  for  .SlSiOOO.  Why  we 
should  spend  $20,000  for  this  celebration  1  cannot 
see.  It  would  be  considering  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  the  people  if  we  spent  less  money, 
and  if  it  were  consistent  with  our  rules  I  would 
move  that  the  amount  be  $18,000. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  do  not  propose  to  make 
any  extended  remarks  in  regard  to  the  celebration 
of  the  Fourth  of  July.  They  are  unnecessary.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  justitiable  in  us  to  make  that 
(lay  extra  hazardous  by  the  display  of  fireworks. 
We  have  had  accidents  enough  already  by  »o  do- 
ing. Two  years  ago  there  was  an  acciilent  in 
South  Boston,  and  rhe  use  of  fireworks  has  been 
at  the  cost  of  life,  limb  and  property.  1  believe 
there  is  a  more  rational  way  of  celebrating  the 
Fourth  of  July  than  by  making  a  great  noise.  If 
an  exhibition  of  fireworks  is  given  it  will  re- 
quire an  appropriation  for  Boston  Common  and 
for  South  Boston,  East  Boston,  West  Rox- 
Roxbury,  Charlestown  and  IJrighton,  in  order  to 
satisfy  all  sections  of  tiie  citv.  I  believe  there 
■were  iio  fireworks  last  year.  In  former  years  .§3000 
have  been  spent  for  fireworks,  and  with  the  city's 
present  limits  it  will  soon  require  a  laiger  amount 
than  that.  With  the  experience  this  city  has  had, 
it  seems  to  me  advisable  to  put  a  stop  to  exhibi- 
tions of  this  kind.  Portland  suffered  a  loss  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  a  few  years  ago,  by  firing  crackers 
on  the  streets;  we  have  suffered  a  loss  of  life, 
limb  and  property  for  the  same  reason,  and  I 
think  we  should  put  our  feet  down  upon  this  sort 
of  thing. 

Alderman  Power  —  I  think  that  both  these 
iimeudments  are  somewhat  premature.  The 
whole  Board  of  Aldermen  will  be  joined  to  the 
committee,  and  when  that  committee  meets  there 
will  be  ample  opportunity  to  pass  such  an  order. 
It  can  then  be  settled  definitely,  but  here  it  can- 
not be.  I  think  the  amendments  are  premature 
and  I  hope  they  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  these  amendments  are  to 
be  entertained,  I  hepe  it  will  be  shown  what  this 
money  is  to  be  spent  for.  If  we  are  not  going  to 
have  any  noise  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  I  ion't  want 
any  money  spent  for  the  celebration.  A  Fourth  of 
July  celebration  without  noise  is  like  a  jug  with- 
out a  handle. 

Alderman  Peters— The  loss  of  the  hauiUe  does 
not  prevent  the  use  of  the  jug.  The  amendment  I 
proposed  does  not  provide  that  there  shall  be  no 
salute,  but  that  it  shall  not  be  on  Boston  Common. 
Last  year  there  was  such  evidence  given  of  the 
bad  effect  of  firing-  salutes  on  Boston  Common, 
that  I  think  it  should  not  be  allowed  hereafter. 

Alderman  Hall— I  am  a  little  surprised  at  the 
course  this  matter  has  taken  in  this  Board.  Xiue- 
ty-eight  years  ago  we  first  celebrated  the  nation's 
birth,  and  in  this  short  time  should  we  forget  the 
causes  that  made  us  a  nation?  Should  we  forget 
the  men  who  fought  for  the  establishment  of 
American  Independence,  and  walk  through  the 
streets  in  silence  lest  somebody's  baby  is  wak-ed 
up  ?  I  am  surprised  at  this  attempt  to  make  the 
celebration  of  that  day  a  two-penny  affair.  If 
that  day  is  worth  celebrating  at  all,  let  us  appro- 
priate money  sufficient  to  do  it  in  an  appiopriate 
manner.  We  should  exercise  care  in  the  expend- 
iture of  the  money  appropriated  for  that  purpose, 
and  do  it  judiciously,  and  not  waste  it  in  eating  and 
drinking.  We  shoiild  let  the  world  know  that  we 
do  not  forget  the  birthday  of  the  nation. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  do  not  understand  the  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  This 
matter  of  fireworks  is  important.  It  seems  to  me 
perfectly  proper  that  this  Board  should  incorpo- 
rate a  clause  into  the  order  providing  tliat  no  part 
of  this  appropriation  shall  be  spent  for  fireworks. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  celebrating  the  Fourth  of 
July  in  a  rational  way  and  not  by  making  such  a 
display  of  gunpowder  as  to  hazard  the  lives  of  the 
people  of  this  city  of  Boston.  I  am  in  favor  of 
celebrating  the  Fourth  of  July  and  of  making  a 
reasonable  appropriation  for  that  object,  but  I  am 
not  favorable  to  fjjpropriating  money  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  be  hazardous  to  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  this  city.  We  spend  $750,000  or  $800,000  a 
yea"r  in  support  of  a  department  for  extinguishing 
fires  and  it  hardly  seems  as  if  we  have  a  right  to 


make  the  Fourth  of  July  an  extra  hazardous  day 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  as  it  certainly  will  be  if  we 
give  an  exhibition  of  fireworks. 

Alderman  Peters,  at  the  reipiest  of  the  Chair- 
man, submitted  his  amemlment  in  -vvriting,  as 
f oUows :  " And  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation 
shall  be  used  to  defray  the  expense  ot  firing  a  sa- 
lute upon  Boston  Common." 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  suggest  the  expedi- 
ency of  inserting  the  words,  "and  for  ringing  the 
bells." 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters  was  lost, 
and  the  (paestion  was  on  the  amendment  of  Alder- 
man Prescott. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
has  given  us  no  good  argument  for  his  amend- 
ment. If  his  argument  will  hold  good  in  regard 
to  fireworks,  it  is  ecjually  applicable  to  boat  races. 
I  have  seen  some  accidents  at  boat  races  by  which 
lives  were  nearly  lost.  I  '  o  not  see  any  force  in 
tlie  gentleman's  argument,  and  I  trust  his  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail,  simply  for  the  reason  that  I  think  it  is 
premature.  In  the  committee  is  the  best  place  to 
settle  this  question.  I  do  not  know  but  I  shall 
agree  with  the  gentleman  there ;  I  advocated  the 
same  thing  last  year,  and  I  think  I  .-hall  do  so  this 
year.  I  oi)pose  the  amendment  here  because  I 
think  this  is  not  the  best  place  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion.   To  adopt  it  here  will  only  cause  delay. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman might  have  some  force  if  we  had  not  al- 
ready, by  amending  the  order,  necessitated  send- 
ing it  back  to  the  Common  Council.  As  we  have 
changed  the  same  from  $25,000  to  $20,000,  and  the 
order  must  go  back  for  concurrence,  I  do  not  see 
why  this  amendment  cripples  it  at  all,  or  that  the 
order  wiU  be  delayed  by  sending  it  back  with  this 
amendment. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Prescott  was  lost 
by  a  tie  vote,  as  follows : 
"Yeas — Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Peters,  Prescott, 
Stebbins,  Wr  rthington — 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter,  HaU, 
Harris,  Power— 6. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  fixing  the  amount  at  $20,000.  I 
think  it  is  too  high,  and  that  our  constituents  will 
be  better  satisfied  if  we  spend  less  money  for  this 
purpose.  I  give  notice  that  if  the  reconsideration 
prevails,  I  shall  move  to  amend  the  order  by  mak- 
ing the  sum  $18,000  instead  of  $20,000.  I  think 
5518,000  will  be  all  the  money  requii'ed  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost  by  a  rising 
vote — 1  for,  7  against — and  the  question'  recurred 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  to  amend  the  order,  as 
I  understand  :  n  amendment  to  be  in  order  at  this 
time,  so  that  the  amount  shall  be  $15,000  instead 
of  $20,000.  In  doing  so  I  think  I  am  fully  justified 
by  the  fact  that  there  were  only  about  $13,000 
spent  last  year.  The  same  reasons  that  induced 
economy  last  year  are  applicable  now,  and  I  think 
they  are  stronger  today  than  they  were  last  year. 
Even  with  the  gloomy  state  of  affairs  that  pre- 
vailed last  year,  with  the  sense  of  the  calamity 
that  had  so  recentlv  befallen  us,  I  think  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  toitay  is  not  less  gloomy  than  it 
was  then.  Never,  since  I  have  been  in  business  in 
Boston,  has  trade  of  all  kinds  been  so  paralyzed  as 
it  is  today,  and  there  never  were  so  strong  reasons 
for  economizing  as  now.  As  we  got  on  last  year 
with  about  $13,000,  I  see  no  reason  "why 
we  cannot  do  so  this  year  with  $15,000.  That  sum 
will,  I  think,  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
occasion  and  fittinglv  comm.^morate  the  day  which 
■we  all  venerate  and  feel  proud  to  celebrate.  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  w  ish  to  do  away  -with  the  celebration 
6f  that  day,  or  do  anything  "that  would  seem  to 
convey  the  idea  that"  we  are  forgetting  the  duty 
we  ow'e  to  those  who  toiled  and  sacrificed  their  all 
for  the  independence  of  this  great  country. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  the  Alderm'an  from 
Ward  12  will  make  the  amendment  $16,000,  instead 
of  $15,000,  it  will  give  me  gi  eat  pleasure  to  vote 
with  him.  I  hardly  think  $15,000  will  be  sufficient 
after  the  annexation  of  so  much  territory  since 
the  last  celebration ;  but  I  think  $16,000  "will  be 
enough.  Then  we  can  do  full  justice  to  both  the 
city  proper  and  the  annexed  territory.  I  hope  he 
will  make  the  sum  $16,000. 

Alderman  Power — I  accept  the  amendment  and 
move  to  make  the  sum  $16,000. 

Alderman  Hall — Can  that  amendment  be  enter- 
tained now  ? 
The  Chairman— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  th 
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amendment  of  Alderman  Power  is  entirely  out  of 
order,  the  Board  having  refused  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  the  amendment  was  adopted  mak- 
ing the  amount  $20,000. 

Alderman  Power — Several  amendments  have 
been  made  to  the  order  as  it  came  from  the  Com- 
mon Council.  I  submit  that  the  order  is  open  to 
amendment. 

Alderman  Cutter— Did  not  the  Alderman  from 
West  Roxbury  move  an  amendment  making  the 
sum  $15,000,  and  was  not  that  rejected? 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  is  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  is  out  of 
order,  the  Board  having  refused  to  reconsider  the 
vote  making  the  sum  $20,000. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  suggest  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  in  order  that  the  amendment  may  be 
entertained. 

Alderman  Hall— Can  the  rules  be  suspended  for 
such  a  purpose  ? 

The  Chairman— The  rules  can  be  suspended  at 
any  time  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  the  Chair  will 
review  his  decision.  The  motion  to  make  the  sum 
$15,000  has  not  been  considered  by  this  Board,  and 
1  hope  this  amendment  may  be  entertained. 

The  Chairman — If  the  Chair  is  not  mistaken,  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Peters  to  make  the  sum  $15,- 
000  was  rejected. 

Alderman  Peters— The  motion  to  make  the  sum 
$20,000  was  carried,  and  the  question  ou  $15,000 
was  not  put. 

Alderman  Power — I  wish  to  be  understood  as 
sunply  maKing  an  amendment.  My  motion  is  <o 
amencl  by  striking  out  $20,000  am'  inserting  $15,000. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  that  members 
of  this  Board  have  forgotten  the  rules  under  which 
they  work.  The  Board  voted  to  make  the  sum 
$20,000,  and  a  reconsideration  was  refused.  No 
other  amendment  can  be  made  that  changes  the 
amount.  I  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
AVard  12  should  offer  the  amendment.  If  1  remem- 
ber ar:ght  he  voted  for  $20,000. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  it  is  very  clear  that 
the  sum  has  been  fixed,  and  that  an  amendment 
changing  the  amount  cannot  be  in  order.  It  may 
be  in"oriier  to  strike  out  the  clause  relating  to  fire- 
works, but  the  sum  has  been  fixed  and  cacnot  be 
ch'inged. 

Alilerman  Worthington  moved  that  the  whole 
subiect  be  laid  on  the  table.  Lost — 4  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power  —  Would  a  substitute  be  in 
order? 

The  Chairman  — No  substitute  changing  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  already  passed  upon 
would  be  in  order. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  we  refuse  to  pass 
this  order,  and  put  iii  a  new  one,  would  that  be  in 
order  ? 

The  Chairman — If  the  order  as  amended  does 
not  pass,  it  will  then  be  in  order  for  any  member 
to  put  in  such  an  order  as  he  may  see  fit. 

Alderman  Worthington — Then  I  hope  the  Board 
will  refuse  to  pass  this  order  and  that  we  shall 
put  in  one  for  $16,000. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  9,  nays 
3,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 9. 

Nays — Aldermen  Peters,  Power,  Worthington — 3. 

The  Chairman  joined  the  whole  Board  to  the 
committee. 

COMMUKICATIO>"S  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  The 
Sixth  annual  report  was  received,  embracing,  on 
account  ot  a  change  in  the  time  for  making  the 
same,  the  period  of  fifteen  months,  ending  April 
30, 1874.  Seventy-six  lots  have  been  sold  to  pro- 
prietors, averaging  240  square  feet  each;  in- 
terments in  proprietors'  lots,  81;  30  bodies  are  in 
the  receiving  tomb ;  single  graves  sold,  163 ;  inter- 
ments in  single  graves,  225.  Among  the  improve- 
ments are  the  construction  of  1300  linear  feet  of 
avenues  and  paths :  425  feet  of  water  pipe,  and  450 
feet  of  drains  have  been  laid  ;  rock  covering  3000 
square  feet  ou  Linden  avenue  has  been  excavated 
to  the  depth  of  5  feet ;  a  plant  house  62  by  14  feet 
has  been  e.ected  and  stocked  with  plants,  and 
has  proved  successful ;  fifty  lots  on  different  ave- 
nues and  paths  and  a  considerable  number 
of  single  graves  in  Maple  lot  are  graded 
and  ready  for  sale.  The  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company  has  bridged  the  crossing  of 
the  avenue  over  the  Shawmut  Branch  in 
an  acceptable  manner,  and  has  partiady  graded 
the  slopes  of  its  cutting  through  the  cemetery 
grounds.  The  purchases  have  been  more  numer- 
ous  this   year   than  ever  before.    Receipts,  $19,- 


437  10,  including  $3189  61  balance  on  hand  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1873;  $838  79  balance  of  appropriation 
for  1872-3 :  interest  on  deposit  in  savings  banks, 
$83  25;  from  sales  of  lots,  etc.,  $9351  74;  from  Su- 
perintendent, $2973  80;  appropriation  for  1873-4, 
$3000.  Balance  subject  to  order,  $1218  40.  Ex- 
penditures, $18,218  79,  including  $11,937  90  for  Su- 
perintendent and  laborers,  $998  49;  ordinary  re- 
pairs, $998  49;  water  pipes,  $507  62;  heating  appa- 
ratus, $446  70;  horses,  carts,  etc.,  $745  55;  plants, 
trees,  etc.,  $698  10. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mystic  Water  Board.  Alderman  Harris  pre- 
sented a  report  from  this  board  in  response  to  the 
order  to  consider  the  expedieney  of  constructing 
a  sewer  to  carry  away  the  impurities  from  Mystic 
Pond.  In  their  judgment  application  should  be 
made  to  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  authorizing 
the  construction  of  such  a  sewer  as  the  order  con- 
templates, whenever  the  City  Council  may  deem 
such  sewerage  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
the  purity  of  the  water  of  Mystic  Lake ;  and  inas- 
much as  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State,  the  towns  of  Woburn  and  Winchester  and 
the  manufacturing  establisments  referred  to,  can- 
not lawfully  corrupt  or  render  impure  the  waters 
of  Mystic  Lake,  and  would  derive  great  advantage 
from  the  construction  of  such  a  sewer,  the  Legis- 
lature should  also  be  asked  to  provide  in  the  act 
what  proportion  of  tne  expense  of  the  sewer 
should  be  borne  by  said  towns  and  manufactories, 
and  the  manner  of  assessing  it.  The  board  vent- 
ure this  opinion  at  this  time  for  the  reason  that 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  is  so  near 
its  close,  but  they  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Council  to  refer  the  subject 
of  sewerage  to  them  with  the  same  power  which 
the  order,  if  passed,  would  confer  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  they  would  be  glad  to  thorough- 
ly investigate  the  matter  and  submit  a  full  report 
as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

PETITION  TO  LOCATE  A  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Marr  Brothers  & 
Hale,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  four-horse  power,  at  39  Avon  street,  and 
an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  to  all 
persons  objecting  thereto  on  Monday,  June  22,  at 
tour  o'clock  P.  M. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav  - 
ing— 

Report  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  construct  a  turnout  ou 
Shawmut  avenue,  near  Cobden  street,  and  to  ex- 
tend certain  other  turnouts,  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  accompanying  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  to  all  parties  interested,  on  Monday,  June 
22,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  E.  P.  Stetson  for  a  drive- 
way to  his  estate  corner  of  Austin  and  Main 
streets,  recommending  that  he  be  allowed  to  con- 
struct said  driveway  at  his  own  expense.  Accept- 
ed. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pave  Shawmut 
avenue  with  wood  in  front  of  the  Wait  School- 
house.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Edward  Kemble  et  al.,  for  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  4  for  a  public  meeting  of 
the  merchants  of  Boston.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  ou  Pub- 
lic Lands — 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  P.  J.  Downes,  that  a  bond  for  land  on 
Albany  street  be  cancelled  and  a  new  bond  and 
agreement  be  issued  therefor.    Accepted. 

Report  representing  that  an  order  was  passed 
by  the  City  Council,  and  approved  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  March  20, 1874,  directing  the  Health 
Department  to  fill  up  the  flats  in  rear  of  the  Har- 
vard Cemetery,  Charles*own,  with  ashes  and  such 
other  material  as  may  be  at  their  command,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $1500,  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Lands. 
The  work  having  been  completed,  the  committee 
find  that  the  cost  of  said  filling  is  $254  04  over  and 
above  the  appropriation ;  they  therefore  recom-. 
mend  th-e  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordtr: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $1500 
appropriated  for  the  filling  up  of  the  flats  in  the 
rear  of  Harvard  Cemetery,  Charlestown,  there  be 
hereby  appropriated  the  further  sum  of  $204  04 ; 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Lands. 
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■Read  otice. 

Report  on  petition  of  Leonard  Day  for  a  change 
of  conditions  attached  to  land  on  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  L  streets*,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  tlic  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an'lr.sTtrument,  t® 
be  drawn  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  where- 
by the  city  shall  declare  that  it  will,  so  far  as  it 
•can  lawfully  do  so  without  affecting  the  legal  or 
equitable  rights  of  third  parties  holding  tiJe  un- 
der it,  suffer  and  allow  the  present  owner  «f  the 
estate  situated  upon  the  northeast  corner  of 
Broadway  an  d  L  street,  to  disregard  so  much  of 
the  third  condition  imposed  upon  the  estate  in  the 
original  deed  tliereof,  given  by  the  city  October  9, 
1856,  as  will  admit  a  portion  of  the  building  to  be 
erected  on  L  street,  to  be  used  for  store  purposes. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  pett- 
tions  for  leave  to  erect  stables  by  l.  B.  Thompson, 
corner  Milton  avenue  and  Selden  street ;  William 
F.  Wheeler,  Columbia  street;  and  Cyrus  Small, 
Hartford  street,  near  Howard  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Merrill  &  Bryant  for  leave 
to  occupy  a  brick  and  wood  stable  for  fifty  horse* 
on  Warren  street,  opposite  Metro^iolitan  stable, 
that  leave  be  granten  upon  condition  that  said 
stable  and  carriage  hou>  e  shall  be  built  of  brick, 
and  said  lot  conform  to  grade  of  Warren  street, 
with  the  usual  restrictions  contained  in  permits 
granted  to  occaipy  staoles.    Accepted. 

By  AJderman  Worthington,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of 
George  F.  Woodman  and  others,  and  Charles  H. 
Hersey  and  others,  for  an  abatement  of  the  nuis- 
ance caused  by  the  constant  and  unnecessai-y  use 
of  steam  whistles  on  the  locomotive  engines  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence,  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land and  Old  Colony  railroads,  report  that 
in  their  opinion  the  petitioners  should  be 
relieved  from  the  very  great  annoyance 
under  which  they  suffer  ;  and  unless  the 
managers  of  the  several  roads  complained 
of  are  willing  to  make  reasonable  regulations  con- 
cerning the  use  of  such  signals  within  those  por- 
tions of  the  city  occupied  by  dwelling  houses, 
measures  should  be  taken  to  compel  tliem.  Your 
committee  having  failed  to  obtain  from  the  man- 
agers any  assurances  of  reform  in  the  method  of 
operating  their  roads,  would  recommend  that 
complaint  be  made  to  the  Board  of  Railroad  Com- 
missioners, as  prrivided  by  section  4,  chapter  408, 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  1860;  and  for  that  purpose 
the  accompanying  order  is  submitted : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  enter  a  complaint  before  the  Board  of  Rail- 
road Commissioners  against  the  Bo  ;ton  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Cor^toration,  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Corporation  and  the  Trustees  of  the  New 
Y'ork  &  New  England  Railroad,  and  ask  for  an 
examination  as  to  the  manner  in  which  said  roads 
are  operated  in  this  city  with  respect  to  the  use  of 
steam  whistles  on  the  locomotive  engines  running 
thereon. 

Passed. 

By  the  chairman,  for  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Water,  covering  a  request  of  the  Water  Board 
for  $!50,000  for  further  extension  of  the  water 
works  in  Wards  13  to  16,  and  the  (nxiers  of  the 
City  Council  inrelaliou  to  supplying  Wards  17  and 
19  wath  water,  accompanied  by  .an  order  authoriz- 
ing the  borrowing  of  .¥60,000  for  said  purposes. 
Report  recommending  the  i)assage  of  the  order  in 
a  new  draft,  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  of 
which  tif  ty  thousand  dollars  is  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  further  extension  of  water  works  in  Wards 
13, 14,  15  and  16 ;  and  ten  thousand  dollars  to  cover 
the  expense  of  making  surveys  for  the  extension 
of  the  water  works  in  Wards  17  and  19. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

By  the  Chairman,  for  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  tha  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Health,  with  an  order  accompanying  the  same, 
authorizing  said  committee  to  purchase  a  suitable 
lot  of  lind  within  the  limits  of  tlie  city  of  BostJn 
for  a  location  for  a  smallpox  hospitsil,  and  trans- 
ferring $25,000  for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved 
Fund.  Report  that  the  order  be  amended  by 
striking  out  at  the  close  of  said  order  the  -woids 
"transferred  for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved 


Fund,"  and  insert  instead,  "charged  to  the  appro 
priation  for  Smallpox  Ho.spital." 

The  re7)ort  was  aeeejrted,  and  the  question  was 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amenfiefi. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  should  like  to  know  the 
amount  there  is  left  of  the  original  aiipropriation 
for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

The  Chairman— The  Auditor  is  present,  and,  if 
the  Board  request  it,  I  have  no  doubt  he  «Till  be 
happy  to  make  a  statement. 

On  "motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Auili- 
tor  was  reijuested  to  answer  the  cjuestion 

City- Auditor  Turner— Of  the  original  aparopria- 
tion  of  8200,000  there  have  been  expenditmes  for 
the  site  an  1  carrying  on  of  the  hospital,  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  damages  which  have  been  iu- 
eurred  for  taking  buildings  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  city,  and  the  pavment  of  the  claim  of  Smith  & 
MeOarrigle,  and  I  think  the  balance  now  remain- 
ing is  in  the  vicinity  of  $29,000. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems,  then,  that  out  of 
8200,000  appropriated  for  a  smallpox  hospital 
there  are  only  5)29,000  left  for  them  to  get  away 
with.  That  seems  to  be  the  condition  we  are  iw-f 
in,  and  it  is  a  question  with  me  whether  it  is  ad- 
visable to  allow  the  Committee  on  Health  to  look 
up  another  site,  and,  perhaps,  leave  it  as  we  did 
before.  They  spent  all  that  money  and  hsre  no 
place  lit  to  use.  It  looks  to  me  as  if  the  ordei' 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  a.ak  the 
Alderman  what  he  would  do  with  the  smallpox 
patients  if  we  are  left  in  that  position.  We  now 
nave  a  smallpox  ho-^pital  worth  from  .^150,000  to 
i5;200,000,  which  the  Board  of  Health  insists  shall 
be  kept  for  that  pur))ose  until  another  is  provided. 
The  board  and  the  Committee  on  Health  -elieve 
that  for  $15,000  or  5120,000  they  can  buy  a  site 
which  will  be  all  that  is  required" for  the  purpose. 
The  board  believes  the  hospital  should  l>e  on 
the  main  land  near  the  city.  It  will  be 
economy  for  the  city  to  make  this  purchase.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  when  we  had  the  epi- 
demic here,  the  Marcella-sti-eet  almshouse  was 
seized  by  the  Board  of  Health  with  the  direct 
promise  from  the  board  and  the  Mayor  that  the 
moment  the  epidemic  ceased  they  would  vacate 
that  place.  The  epidemic  ceased  fuUy  a  year  ago, 
and  still  that  place  is  held  as  a  pesthouse,  right 
In  the  luiilst  of  the  Highland  District,  where  it  is 
an  injury  to  property.  Gentlemen  owning  property 
in  that  vicinity  are'  demanding  of  the  assessors 
that  the  valuation  of  their '  property  be  de- 
preciated on  that  account.  Many  hoases  in  that 
vicinity  canxiot  be  let  on  account  of  the  location 
of  the  pesihou'e  there.  A#  a  measure  of  economy 
in  taxes  alone  this  order  should  pass  and  the  com- 
mittee be  permitted  to  locate  the  pesthouse  v.diere 
they  think  best.  I  know  of  such  a  place  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  which  can  be  purchased  at  a 
low  flsi'ure,  and  w'ithout  the  need  of  throwing 
awav  monev,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Swetl- 
street  hospital.  We  ask  but  $25,000  to  do  it  with. 
That  purchase  must  be  made  with  the  couseiir  of 
the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Peters— Are  there  any  inmates  in  the 
Marcella-street  hospital  now  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— Not  one  since  the  7tli 
of  last  March ;  bnt  still  they  have  the  pesthjuse 
in  that  vicinity. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  its  present  shape.  The  people 
of  the  Highland  District  justly  complain  of  the 
continuance  of  the  pesthouse  there,  but  I  am  not 
willing  to  place  this  matter  of  the  location  of  a 
new  one  in  the  hands  of  any  committee  except 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council.  A  lot  of 
land  was  selected  in  Dorehester  last  year,  and  this 
City  Government  refused  to  sanction  it.  The 
people  of  the  Highlands  can  justly  complain  of 
the  keeping  of  the  hospital  iu  the  midst  of  such 
valuable  property. 

Aldermar  Cutter— It  is  true  that  a  burnt  child 
dreads  the  Are,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  raise 
an  objection  to  the  Committee  on  Health  having 
the  remainder  of  that  appropriation  of  $29,000  to 
spend— perhaps  in  the  s:ime  way  that  the  $70,000 
might  have  been  useii.  We  should  judge  of  the 
future  l,y  the  past.  I  do  not  propose  to  indorse 
any  trifling  with  the  city's  money  insuch  a  way. 
There  is  not  a  case  of  smallpox  iu  the  city  today. 
and  no  urgent  necessity  for  the  appropriation  of 
this  money.  There  is  a  prospect  that  the  improve- 
ment of'  the  .Swett-street  distriCT  will  be 
completed  before  any  cases  of  smallpox 
will  reach  this  city,  and  there  we  have  a* 
good  a  hospital  as  we"  want.  It  was  thought  to  be 
so,  but  a  preju<Iice  grew  up  against  the  Govern- 
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ment  aud  the  Mayor  because  the  disease  in- 
creased. But  we  cbeclred  it  by  ordering  the  free 
vaccination  of  the  whole  city.  We  liad  a  small- 
pox hospital  near  the  City  Hospital  for  years,  but 
it  was  removed.  We  have  bviift  a  boat  on  purpose 
to  convey  patients  to  Gallop's  Island,  aud  why 
this  order  should  be  put  in  to  spend  the  remainder 
■oi  that  appropriation  1  cannot  tell;  and  when  the 
place  ra  selected  the  Board  of  Health  can  say  it  is 
improper,  and  they  will  hold  on  to  the  Marcella- 
street  hospital.  If  the  committee  select  a  place 
at  that  price  it  will  be  some  swampy  place,  and 
the  Board  of  Health  will  object. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
is  anticipating  a  state  of  affairs  which  cannot  pos- 
sibly exist,  for  it  should  be  known  to  liim  that  vre 
eanhot  select  a  site  unless  it  is  acceptable  to  the 
Board  of  Health.  The  gentleman  from  the  High- 
laud  District  put  in  an  order  to  vacate  the  Mar- 
cella-street  hospital,  but  we  cannot  do  that 
until  another  site,  acceptable  to  the  Board 
of  Health,  is  found.  This  order  provides 
for  the  concurrence  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Health  in  the  site  selected  by 
the  committee.  Statements  have  been  made  re- 
flecting on  the  Committee  on  Health  of  the  past 
year,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  sit  still  and  remain 
passive  when  imputations  are  put  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  centlemen  who  composed  the  com- 
mittee at  that  time.  I  pretend  to  sav  that  they 
did  the  best  they  could  under  the  circumstances. 
The  site  selected  was  the  best  that  could  j-e  ob- 
tained for  the  price,  and  it  was  at  a  period  of  the 
highest  inflation  of  the  value  of  real  estate.  The 
fact  that  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been  lost 
shoulil  not  be  allowod  to  reflect  upon  gentlemen 
who  composed  the  Committee  of  Health  of  that 
year.  As  a  member  of  that  Board  of  Aldermen  I 
leel  responsible  for  any  wilful  waste  th.,t  may 
have  been  made  that  year,  although  I  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Committee  onHealtn.  The  Marcel- 
la-street  pio|)erty  has  been  set  as  high  in  value  as 
®200,00u,  and  that  is  tied  up  in  a  smallpox  hospital. 
The  Board  of  Health  refuse  to  give  it  up  until  some 
other  suitable  place  is  selected.  A  majority  of  the 
committee  do  not,  I  think,  desi'-e  to  purchase  any 
place.  I  believe  Gallop's  Island  is  the  most  suit- 
able place  for  a  smallpox  hospital  until  the 
Swett-street  property  can  be  improved.  But  the 
Board  of  Health  positively  refuse  to  accept  any 
place  not  on  the  mainland.  If  you  desire 
to  keep  ^200,000  worth  ot  real  estate  t'ed 
up  in  a  pesthouse,  you  can  do  so  by 
refusing  to  pass  this  order,  and  property  in 
that  vicinity  will  continue  to  be  depreciated  in 
value.  I  ak'ree  with  tlie  AMermanfrom  the  High- 
lands that  his  honor  the  Mayor  of  lasc  year  and 
the  Board  of  Health  di:i  promise  that  a,<  soon 
as  the  disease  was  abated  the  pesthouse  should 
be  removed  from  Mar^-ella  street;  but  it  cannot  be 
done  until  you  do  one  of  two  things — buy  another 
place  on  the  main  land,  or  abolish  the  Board  of 
Health,  anil  1  do  not  suppose  this  Government  de- 
sires to  abolish  that  board. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  order  commends  itself 
to  my  judgment,  and  I  shall  very  cheerfully  vote 
for  iii.  I  only  rise  now  to  ask  wliether  it  reads  "to 
purchase  land  and  buildings." 

The  Chairman — It  specifies  only  the  land. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  m  jve  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing the  words  "and  buildings." 

Alderman  Worthington— ^It  was  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  incUide  both  land  and  buildings. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Aiderman  from  Ward  12 
seems  to  infer  that  somebody  has  Vieeu  reflected 
npon.  I  say  this  money  has  been  foolishly  spent, 
and  that  is  Vhy  I  oppose  this  order.  The  gentle- 
man says  the  Board  of  Health  must  approve  the 
site ;  they  may  say  you  must  buy  this  man's  farm 
and  you  must  do  it  aud  pay  their  price.  I  say 
there  is  no  need  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  be- 
lieve we  could  have  got  along  with  the  Swett- 
street  hospital  notwithstanding  the  Board  of 
Heallh.  Some  physicians  thought  that  site  a  good 
one ;  others  did  not.  I  do  not  propose  to  cultivate 
a  stubborn  plant  by  making  this  appropriation  of 
$29,000. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  to  strike  out  "  with 
the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,"  and  insert 
"with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council."  I  do  so 
with  entire  respect  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  but  I 
think  so  important  a  matter  as  this  should  re- 
ceive the  consent  of  the  Cit>'  Council.  Last  year 
the  sele^tion  of  the  committee  was  found  to  be  a 
put-up  job  ami  that  was  the  reason  the  order  did 
not  pass.  From  that  experience  I  think  it  would 
be  wise  for  the  City  Council  to  have  some  vqice  in 
tbe  matter.    I  think  the  Boaid  of  Health  are  right 


in  refusing  to  give  up  the  Marcella-street  hospir- 
tal  until  another  is  provided. 

Alderman  Cutter— Was  not  that  spot  recom- 
mended by  the  Board  of  Health? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  know,  but  I  know 
this  Board  did  not  indorse  it  for  ffood  and  sutfl- 
cient  reasons. 

Alderman  Emery— I  happen  to  be  one  of  the 
members  of  this  Board  who  favored  the  taking  of 
the  Marcella-street  hospital,  and  I  have  not  re- 

f  retted  it.  Gentlemen  may  not  be  aware  of  the 
act  that  the  Swett-street  hospital  wJis  full  then, 
and  another  place  was  demanded.  That  move- 
ment was  indorsed  by  the  public.  As  we  are  now 
free  from  smallpox  we  should  liberate  that  build- 
ing. I  sliall  favor  the  order  as  it  reads,  though  I 
did  not  at  first.  I  do  not  think  the  City  Couiicil 
want  to  spend  week  after  week  discussing  loca- 
tion after  location.  The  Board  of  Health  are  the 
proper  authority  to  malce  the  selection,  aud  I 
think  it  can  be  done  much  better  by  having  the 
order  pas-ed  as  it  reads  now. 

Alderman  Cutter- The  Alderman  seems  to  rely 
greatly  upon  the  Board  of  Health,  when  it  is 
stated  that  a  place  was  located  last  year  which 
proved  to  be  a  put-up  job,  and  this  celebrated 
Board  of  Health  indorseil  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Board  of  Health 
merely  approved  the  site  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  purcha-=e.  If  the  City  Council  refuses  to 
pass  this  order,  and  should  pass  an  order  vacating 
the  Marcella-street  hospital,  the  Board  of  Health 
can  then  say  they  are  relieved  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  the'  ex)idemic. 

Alderman  Brooks— Would  ^10,000  put  the  Swett- 
street  hospital  in  a  proper  condition  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— No,  sir.  The  board  do 
not  think  it  is  a  suitable  plaee.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  limit  this  amount  to  $15,000. 

Alderman  Cutter — Both  the  chairmen  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  this  year  and  last,  are  some- 
thing alike  in  opinion.  Last  year  a  lot  was  select- 
ed and  it  turned  out  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Health  had  an  interest  in  it.  It  may 
be  that  the  chairman  this  year  is  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament. I  am  only  predicting  the  future  by  the 
past. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Alder- 
man Prescott's  amendment  and  that  was  adopted 
— yeas  7,  nays  5 — as  follows : 

Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Power,  Steb- 
bins, Worthington — 5. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  $15,000.    Lost. 

The  order  as  amended  wa=  then  passed. 

By  the  chairman  for  the  Finance  Committee- 
Reports  severally  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  m  pursuance  of  the  authorltj'  of 
chairter  225  of  the  acts  of  1873,  all  taxes  as.  essed 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk,  and 
for  paying  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax, 
shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember, and  if  the  same  shall  remain  unpaid,  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  shall 
be  charged  upon  ail  such  taxes  as  shall  not  be 
paid  at  that  date ;  and,  upon  all  taxes  that 
shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  first  dpy  of  January 
next  er.suirg  a'fter  the  same  shall  have  been  as"- 
sesse.l,  there  shall  be  charged  interest  at  ttie  rate 
of  t'velve  per  cent,  per  annum,  aud  all  the  interest 
that  shall  become  due  ^'rom  and  after  the  above- 
named  dates  shall  be  added  to  and  be  (i  part  of 
such  t;uces;  provided,  however,  that  the  taxes 
assessed  by  authority  of  ''hapter  ol5  of  the  acts  oJE 
the  year  1873,  upon  the  shares  of  national  banks 
and  of  Other  corpoiv.tions,  shall  be  due  and  ))av- 
able  on  th-^  first  day  of  Novemljer,  and  interen 
shall  be  charged  as  provided  in  said  act  upon  all 
such  taxes  as  remain  unpaid  after  that  elate,  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  aud  he  hereby 
1«,  authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  four 
million  dollars  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  pay- 
able this  year,  aud  th.at  all  money  obtained  under 
authority  of  this  order  shall  be  made  payable  on 
or  before  the  30th  day  of  April,  1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed— ytas  12,  nays  0. 
■  By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  th^Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection    of  Buildings— Report  recom- 
mending, passage    0^   an    oi-dev   guthorizing   the 
lesning  of  a  peinntt  to  Ci  Fowler  &  Son   to   erect 
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wooden  building  ou  Main  street,  Ward  22.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

By  AJdernian  BiKelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  as  follows: 

A-uctioneers'  licenses  (granted— Brice  S.  Evans 
&  Co.  (renewal),  28  State  street. 

Amusement  licenses  {granted  —  Eliot  Dramatic 


■f^: 


street,  June  17;  H.  T.  Reed,  to  give  concert  and 
exhibitions  at  East  and  South  Boston  and  Tremont 
Temple;  McGinley  &  Co.,  to  exhibit  a  circus  in 
Boston  from  June  30  to  July  3. 

Victualler's  license  refused  —  Newhall  &  Mer- 
riam,  287  Tremont  street. 

Inuholders'  licenses  renewed— Robert  B.  Brig- 
ham,  470  Washington  street;  J.  Pickering  Draper, 
Clarendon  Hotel. 

Minors'  applications  granted--Ten  licenses  for 
newsboys. 

Wagon  licenses  granted — H.  J.  Donovan,  162-164 
Commercial  street;  Taylor  &  Martin  and  four 
others  (transfers). 

Billiard  licenses  granted — William  Hellback, 
1422  Tremont  street ;  James  H.  Kane,  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Emerson  street. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  P.  A.  Collins,  et  ai.,  in  favor  of  the 
petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine  for  a  license. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, who  were  requested  to  report  an  order  es- 
tablishing the  rates  of  fare  to  be  charged  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons  and  baggage  iii  hackney 
carriages  within,  to  and  from  Charlestown,  West 
Roxbury,  Brighton,  and  other  seciions  of  the  ci.y— 
Report  recomniendiug  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  lOtu  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  1874,  the  prices,  or  rates  of  fare  to  be 
taken  by,  or  paid  to,  the  owner,  driver,  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  of  any  hackney  carriage 
except  omnibuses,  for  the  transportation  of  per- 
sons and  baggage,  within  the  sections  of  the  city 
hereinafter  designated,  shall  be  as  follows : 

Section  1.  For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one 
l)lace  to  another  within  the  limits  of  Charlestown 
(Wards  20,  21,  22),  the  fare  shall  be  fifty  cents ;  and 
for  evei-y  additional  adult  passenger,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger  from  any  point  in 
Charlestown  to  any  point  in  the  city  proper  north 
of  Cambridge,  Court  and  State  streets,  or  from 
any  place  north  of  Cambridge,  Court  and  State 
streets  to  Charlestown,  the  fare  shall  be  one  dol- 
lar;  for  two  adult  passengers  the  fare  shall  be  fifty 
cents  each,  and  fifty  cents  for  each  additional 
passenger. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Charlestown  to  any  point  in  the  city  south  of 
Cambridge,  Court  and  State  streets,  and  north 
of  Dover  and  Berkeley  streets,  or  from  any  point 
in  said  portion  of  the  city  to  any  point  in  Charles- 
town, the  fare  shall  be  two  dollars  ;  for  two  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  each;  for  three  passengers, 
seventy-five  cents  each;  for  four  passengers, 
sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger  from  any  point  in 
Charlestown  to  any  point  south  of  Dover  and 
Berkeley  streets  and  north  of  the  old  division  line 
of  Roxbury,  or  from  any  point  in  said  portion  of 
the  city  to  any  point  in  Charlestown,  the  fare  s'aall 
be  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents ;  for  two  passengers, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each;  for  three  passen- 
gers, one  dollar  each ;  for  four  passengers,  seven- 
ty-five cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Charlestown  to  any  point  in  Roxbury,  or  from  any 
point  in  Roxbury  to  any  point  in  Charlestown,  the 
fare  shall  be  four  dollars;  for  two  passengers,  two 
dollars  each  ;  for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  and 
thirty-five  cents  each ;  for  four  passengers,  one 
dollar  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  m 
Charlestown  to  any  point  in  Dorchester  north  of 
Centre  street,  or  from  any  ))oint  in  said  portion  of 
the  city  to  any  point  in  Charlestown,  the  fare 
shall  be  five  dollars ;  for  two  passengers,  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  each ;  for  three  passengers,  one 
dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  each;  for  four  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  Charlestown  to 
any  point  in  Dorchester,  south  of  Centre  street,  or 
from  any  point  in  said  portion  of  the  city  to  any 
point  in'Charlestown,  the  fare  shall  be  six  dollars; 
for  two  passengers,  three  dollars  each ;  for  three 
passengers,  two  dollars  each;  for  four  passengers, 
one  dollar  and  sevebty-five  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  Charlestown  to 
any  point  in  South  or  East  Boston,  or  from  any 


point  in  South  or  East  Boston  to  any  point  in 
Charlestown,  the  fare  shall  be  three  dollars;  for 
two  passengers,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each; 
for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  each ;  for  four 
passengers,  seventy-five  cents  each. 

Sect.  2.  For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one  place 
to  another  within  the  limits  of  Brighton  (Ward  19), 
the  fare  shall  be  one  dollar ;  for  two  passengers, 
the  fare  shall  be  fifty  cents  each;  and  each  addi- 
tional passenger,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  jjoint  in  the  city  proper,  or  from 
any  point  in  the  city  proper  to  any  jioint  in 
Brighton,  the  fare  shall  be  five  dollars;  for  two 
passenger^,  iwo  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each;  for 
thiee  passengers,  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents 
each ;  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
each. 

For  one  adult  passenger  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  Roxburj-,  or  from  any 
point  in  Roxbury  to  any  point  in  Brighton,  the 
fare  shall  be  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  for  two 
passengers,  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents 
each  ;  for  threp  passengers,  one  dollar  and  sixty 
cents  each ;  and  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  Charlestown,  or  from 
any  point  in  Charlestown  to  any  point  in  Brighton, 
the  fare  shall  be  five  dollars ;  for  two  passengers, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each ;  for  three  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  "and  seventy-five  cents  each; 
for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  fifty  «ents 
each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  place  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  Dorchester,  oV  from  any 
point  in  Dorchester  to  any  point  in  Brighton,  the 
fare  shall  be  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents :  for  two 
passengers,  t^vo  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
each;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  each;  for 
four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  sixty-two  and  a 
half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  iDoint  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  South  Boston,  or  from 
any  point  in  South  Boston  to  any  point  in  Bright- 
on, the  fare  shall  be  five  doUais  and  fifty  cents; 
for  two  passengers,  two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  each;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  each: 
for  four  passengers,  one  doUar  and  sixtj'-two  and 
a  half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  East  Boston,  oi'  from  any 
poiiit  in  East  Boston  to  ai  y  point  in  iJrighton,  the 
fare  shall  be  six  dollars ;  for  two  passengers,  three 
dollars  each ;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  each ;  for  four  passengers,  one 
dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  each. 

Sect.  3.  For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one 
place  to  another  within  the  limits  of  West  Rox- 
bury (Ward  17),  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare 
shall  be  fifty  cents ;  and  for  every  additional  adult 
passenger,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one  place  to  an- 
other within  the  limits  of  West  Roxbury,  west  of 
Walk  Hill  street,  and  east  of  Beach  street,  the  fare 
shall  be  fifty  cents ;  and  for  every  additional  adult 
passenge  ,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one  place  to 
another  within  the  limits  of  West  Roxbuiy,  west 
of  Beach  street,  the  fare  shall  be  fifty  cents ;  and 
for  every  additional  adult  passenger,  fifty  cents. 

For  oiie  adult  passenger,  from  anyplace  in  West 
Roxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  place  in 
the  city  proper,  south  of  Boylston  and  Essex 
streets,'  and  north  of  the  olil  Roxbury  line,  or 
from  any  place  in  said  portion  of  the  citv  proper, 
to  any  place  in  said  portion  of  West  Roxbury,  the 
fare  sh<tll  be  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents ;  for  two 
passengers,  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  each ; 
for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  "and  twenty-five 
cents  each;   for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in  West 
Roxbury  cast  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  point  in 
the  city  proper  north  of  Essex  and  Boylston 
streets,  or  from  any  point  in  the  city  proper  "north 
of  Essex  and  Boylston  streets  to  any  jiointiii  West 
Roxbury  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare  shall  be 
four  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  for  two  passengers, 
two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents ;  for  three  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  anil  sixty-seven  cents ;  for  torn- 
passengers,  one  dollar  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
West  Rcxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any 
point  in  Charlestown,  or  from  any  j  oint  in 
Charlestown  to  any  iioinr  in  West  Roxbury,  east 
of  Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare  shall  be  five  cloUars 
and  fifty  cents ;  for  two  passengers,  two  dollars 
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and  seventy-five  cents  each;  for  three  pasf-engers. 
two  dollars  each ;  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar 
and  sixty -two  and  a  half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
West  Roxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any 
point  in  South  Boston,  or  from  any  point  m  South 
Boston  to  any  point  in  West  Roxbury,  east  of 
Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare  shall  be  four  dollars 
and  fifty  cents ;  for  two  passengers,  two  dollars 
and  tvventy-five  cents  each ;  for  three  passe^igers, 
one  dollar  and  sixty-seven  cents  each ;  for  four 

Sassengers,    one  dollar  and  thirty-seven    and  a 
alf  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in  West 
Roxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  point  in 
East  Boston,  or  from  any  point  in  East  Boston  to 
any  point  in  West  Rox"bury,  east  of  Walk  Hill 
street,  the  fare  shall  be  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents; 
for  two  passengers,  two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  each ;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  each ; 
for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  sixty-two  and 
a  half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in  West 
Roxbury  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  point  in 
Roxbury,  or  from  any  point  in  Roxbixry  to  any 
point  in  West  Roxbury  east  of  Walk  HUl  street, 
the  fare  shall  be  two  iloUars ;  for  two  passengers, 
one  dollar  each;  for  three  passengers, seventy-five 
cents  each;  for  four  passengers,  sixty-two  and  a 
half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  ii 
West  Roxbury  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any 
point  in  Brighton,  or  from  any  point  in  Brighton, 
to  any  point  in  said  portion  of  West  Roxbuiy,  the 
fare  shall  be  four  dollars ;  tor  two  pas:<engers.  two 
dollars  each;  for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  each;  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar 
ami  twenty-five  cents  each. 

For  one 'adult  passenger,  from  West  Roxbury, 
south  of  Shawmut  avenue,  to  any  point  in  Dor- 
chester, or  from  any  point  in  D6rchi\ster  to  any 
point  in  West  Roxbury,  south  of  Shawmut  ave- 
nue, the  fare  shall  be'three  dollars;  for  two  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each;  for  three 
passengers,  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  each;  for 
four  passengers,  eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents 
each. 

Sect.  4.  For  children  under  four  years  of  age, 
with  an  adult,  no  charge  ^hall  be  made.  For  chil- 
dren between  four  and  twelve  years  of  age,  when 
accompanieil  by  an  adult,  th*^  fare  shall  be  half 
the  price  charged  for  an  adult. 

Between  the  hours  of  twelve  o'clock  at  night 
and  six  o'clock  iii  the  movning,  the  fare  shall  be 
fiJEty  cents  for  each  passenger,  in  addiiion  to  the 
amount  allowed  in  the  preceding  section". 

The  baggage  used  by  any  person  in  travelling 
shall  be  fiee  of  charge. 

No  owner,  driver  or  other  person  having  charge 
of  a  hackney  carriage  shall  demand  or  receive 
any  more  than  the  price  or  rate  of  fair  herein  es- 
tablished, uniler  a  penaUv  of  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each  offence;  ai.dhe 
shall  forfeit  his  license.  And  for  refusing  to  car- 
ry any  passenger  from  any  railroad  station  or 
steamboat  landing  to  any  point  within  the  city, 
the  owner,  driver  or  other  person  having  charge 
of  such  hackney  carriage  shall  be  subject  to  a  like 
penalty. 

Sect.  5.  The  words  "city  proper"  in  this  order 
shall  be  construed  to  mean  the  whole  of  the  terri- 
tory now  included  in  Wards  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  9,  10,  11, 
ancl  the  portion  of  Ward  7  lying  west  of  Fort  Point 
Channel. 

Sect.  6.    This  order,  or  a  schedule  of  the  rates  of 
fare  as  established   lay   this   order,  shall  be  kept 
posted  in  some  conspicuous  place  in  every  licensed 
vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  under  a 
penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each  and  every  day  this 
regulation  is  not  observed. 
The  order  was  read  once. 
Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
construct  such  a  sewer  or  sewers  as  may  be  found 
necessaiy  to  preserve  the  waters  of   Mystic  Lake 
from  any  offensive  drainage  therein;  and  for  au- 
thority to  assess  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  con- 
structing such  sewer  or  sewers  upon  any  individ- 
uals or  corporations  benefited  thereby. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  constructing  a 
sewer  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  away  the  im- 
purities which  now  discharge  into  Jlystie  Pond 
from  the  towns  of  AVinchester  and  AVoburu,  and 


certain  tanneries  and  other   manufactories ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Mystic  Water  Works. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Whereas,  It  appears  that  in  the  assessment  for 
betterments,  June  3, 1872,  by  the  town  of  Brighton, 
for  benefits  derived  from  widening  of  Cambiidge 
street  in  that  town,  an  assessment  of  $2()66  66  was 
laid  upon  an  estate  described  as  of  John  A.  Saw- 
yer, Beacon  park,  and  it  further  appears  that  said 
estal  e  was  but  in  ))art  the  property  of  said  Saw- 
yer, and  was  in  part  that  of  Stephen  Hill;  it  is 
therefore  hereby" 

Ordered,  That  said  betterment  be,  and  the  same 
herebv  is,  reassessed  upon  the  estates  of  the  said 
parties,  in  the  proportion  of  §2488  88  (or  14-15) 
upon  said  Sawyer,  and  $177  78  (or  1-15)  upon  said 
Hill. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  trustees  of  granmar  school  in 
easterly  part  of  West  Roxbury  #1416  60  for  dam- 
ages   occasioned   by    ,he  extension  of  Brookline 
avenue  by  order  of  "the  town  of  West  Roxbury. 
Read  oiice. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  this  Board  of  August 
11.  1873,  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Libby  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  for  land  taken  from,  and  all 
damages  occasioned,  their  estate  by  the  widening  , 
of  Federal  street,  by  a  resolve  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners of  February  27,  1873,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  rescinded,  the  claim  of  said  heirs  for 
said  liind  taken  and  damages  occasioned  them  by 
said  widening  having  been  settled  by  a  judgment 
of  court. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets- 
Reports  on  petitions  of  Joseph  Gahm,  that  the 
line  of  Main  street  in  Charlestown  be  defined ;  and 
of  John  Donovan,  that  Bow  street  be  widened, 
from  .Jeiiner  to  Walford  street,  as  determined  by 
the  city  of  Charlectown;  recommending  that  ^aid 
petitions  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioneis.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  th?t  the  City  Council 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
in  the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Levfrett  street  on  the  southwest  side, 
between  Craigie's  Bridge  and  Charles  street,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  1^16,000 ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets'  Rei)ort  accepted  and  resolve 
and  order  read  once. 

Repoit  on  communication  of  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  recommending  the  purchase  of  an 
estate  on  Clifton  street  for  the  purpose  of  extend- 
ing said  street,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  purpose 
of  extending  Clifton  street  from  Hudson  street  to 
Shirley  street,  the  estate  belonging  to  John  Ha- 
ven, situated  on  Shirley  street,  and  containing 
seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  square  feet,  more 
or  less,  the  expense,  not  exceeding  fortyjcents  per 
snuare  foot,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 
Read  once. 

Report  recommending  that  the  resolve  and  order 
passed  by  the  Street  Commissioners  April  20, 1874, 
for  the  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue  between 
Dudlev  street  and  Guild  row,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  !i;20,903  75,  ought  to  be  passed  by  the  City 
Council  in  coucurrencie ;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets.  Report  accepted  "and  resolve  and  order 
read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows ; 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  John  Pearce  et  al.,  that  Water 
street.  West  Roxbuiy, be  put  in  order;  William  O. 
Lincoln,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  (ireen 
street,  Jamaica  Plain;  Joseph  Dorr,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Alpine  street;  A.  S.  Bemis.that 
the  sidewalks  on  Waltham  street  between  Shaw- 
mut avenue  and  Tremont  street  be  widened  in  or- 
der to  protect  the  trees;  W.C.Kingsbury  et  al., 
that  Groton  street  be  paved  with  wood  or  stone. 
Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  pnven  to 
the  Metropolitan  RaUroad  Company  to  remove  its 
tracks  from  Waltham  street,  between  Washington 
street  ami  Tremont  street,  within  ten  days,  and  to 
put  said  street  in  as  good  condition  as  it  was  in 
before  said  tracks  were  laid;  and  in  default  there- 
of the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereby  direct- 
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ed  to  do  said  work  at  the  expense  of  said  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Compauy. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  hrookline  avenue  to  its  full 
width  and  grade  between  rne  Boston  di:  Albany 
Railroad  and  Maple  avenue.  Estimated  cost, 
.fio,ooo. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
graile  of  Washington  street,  between  Court  street 
and  Cornhill,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  bv  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  July  22, 1872, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Aldermen ,  with  such  as  the 

Common  Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
make  the  annual  examination  of  the  bonds  of  the 
fseveral  city  officers  as  required  by  the  ordinance 
on  that  subject. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Aldermen  Hall  and 
Peters  appointed  on  the  i)art  of  the  Board. 
By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps- 
Ordered,  That  a  portion    of   the    city's  land  on 
Albany  street,  now  occupied  by  tire  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, be  set  apart  for  the  use  "of  the  Lamp  Depart- 
ment— the  portion  so  set  apart  to  be  delineated  on 
a  plan  of  said  land  in  the    City    Surveyor's  office 
tind  to  be  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
and  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Board   of  Engineers    be    re- 
jtpectfully  requested  not  to  issue  a  license  to  any 
l)ersoii  or  persons  to  keep  or  sell  at  retail  any  fire- 
works during  the  year  ending  May  1, 1875. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Peters — 

Ordered,  That  James  W.  Mason  and  Henry  A. 
Wood  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  fence 
viewers  within  this  city;  and  that  James  M.  Davis 
and  Thomas  Cunningham  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  held  tlrivers  within  the  limits  of  this 
city. 

Alderman  Peters  said  it  was  very  important  that 
these  officers  be  appointed  at  once,  and  he  was 
assured  that  the  gentlemen  named  were  compe- 
'-ent  to  peifonn  tSe  duties  of  the  office. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Power,  for  Committee  on  Sewers- 
Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Hamilton  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
4  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  in 
Third  street,  between  O  and  P  streets;  in  Hartford 
and  High  streets ;  and  in  Magazine  street.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

Orders  to  build  sewers  in  Condor  street,  between 
Meridian  and  Brooks  streets,  and  in  "Washington 
square.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Order  to  pay  Bridget  Gately  $400,  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  corner  of    Weston   and  in ewbern  streets. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed,  in  conjunction  with  citizens  of  AVard  16, 
to  water  Stoughton  street,  between  Brook  avenue 
and  Pleasant  street,  in  said  ward,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  roadway  of  said  street ;  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  the  city  of  Boston,  not  exceeding 
f  900  for  the  present  season,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  Boston  Police  be  amended  by 
adding  the  following :  "The  Chief  of  Police  may, 
in  his  discretion,  suspend  from  duty  and  report  to 
the  Mayor  and  Committee  on  Police  any  member 
of  the  department  against  whom  a  written  com- 
plaint has  been  made ;  and  the  pay  of  such  officer 
shall  not  be  allowed  during  the  period  between 
his  suspension  and  his  reinstatement  or  discharge, 
unless  by  special  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Police, 
approved  by  the  Mayor." 
Read  once. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  the  several  persons  named  in  the  accomjia- 
nying  communication  from  the  Chief  of  Police 
dated  the  first  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1874,  who  have 
hung,  affixed,  erected  or  fastened  signs,  show- 
bills or  show-boar  ils  of  any  description  whatever, 
which  project  more  than  one  foot  into  or  over 
Washington  street  from  Cornhill  to  Guild  Row,  to 
remove  the  same  forthwith ;  and  incase  the  said 


persons,  or  any  of  them,  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order, 
The  Cliief  of  Police  is  hereby  instniete<l  to  cause 
comi)laints  to  be  maile  as  provided  in  the  twenty- 
third  section  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets, 
passed  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  A.  D.  1869. 
[The  list  includes  548  names.] 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  ai)poinr,  subject  to  the  apjtroval  cf  the  City 
Council,  three  able  civil  engineers,  not  residents 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  make  such  in- 
vestigations and  examinations  as  they  may  deem 
necessary,  and  submit  a  full  and  compreliensive 
report  upon  the  whole  subject  of  providing  a  sup- 
l)ly  of  pure  water  for  the  city  of  Boston,  both  for 
temporary  and  permanent  use;  the  expense  of 
making  such  investigations,  examinations  and  re- 
port to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Addi- 
tional Water  Supply. 

React  once. 

THE  SUMXER  MEMORIAL   VOLUME. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  order  to  print  one  thousand  additional 
copies  of  the  proposed  "Sumner  Memorial"  was 
rejected. 

Alderman  Power — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
such  a  motion  cannot  be  entertained  now,  after  a 
regular  meeting  has  intervened  and  it  has  not 
been  called  up. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  not  this  the   next   regular-; 
meeting  of  the  Board   from  the    time  in  which  a;   j 
motion' for  a  reconsideration  was  allowed? 

The  Chairman — In  the  opinion  of  the  Cliair,  this 
is  the  n'^xt  regular  meeting  after  the   vote  wa^     ; 
passed.    The  intervening  meeting  was  called  for.  a  .  i 
special  purpose. 

Alderman  Cutter— Was  not  business  done  fit 
that  meeting? 

The  Chairmm — A  few  petitions  were  presented, 
but  i:o  general  business  was  acted  upon.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  the  motion  is  in  order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
rule,  ^ection  11,  on  page  19,  which  does  not  specify 
anything  about  a  regular  meeting.  It  simply  says 
"the  next  meeting." 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  rule,  and  is  still  of  the  opinion  th^vt  the 
motion  is  in  order  at  this  meeting.  ^ ,. 

Alderman  Peters— I  respectfully  appeal  from  th&{ii» 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was   put  by  a  rising  vote    and  the 
Chair  "declared     sustained.       Alderman    Cutter 
doubted   the    vote,    and   called  for  the  yeas  and," ,.  i 
nays. 

the  Chairman — The  vote  was  declared  by  a  ris-' 
ing  vote,  but  if  the  Alderman  desires  the  yeas  and 
nays  the  Chair  has  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
their  being  called.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
when  a  motion  for  a  reconsideration  is  made 
there  is  no  way  for  the  Board  to  learn  the  fact 
until  the  programme  is  printed.  No  general  order 
of  business  comes  up  until  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing. The  Chair  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that 
this  is  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  desire  to  differ  from 
the  Chair,  but  this  Board  adjourned  from  Monday 
of  last  week  to  Thursday  evening,  when  petitions 
were  presented  and  orders  passed.  I  think  the 
rule  requires  that  the  motion  should  be  made  at  ■,( 
the  next  meeting.  If  it  does  not,  I  do  not  see  why ;,',., 
it  could  not  be  held  over  several  meetings.  Jy,j 

Alderman  Broo'is — I  think  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  is  mistaken.  It  was  the  gentleman  fiom 
Ward  9  who  moved  that  when  the"  Board  adjourn 
it  be  till  today  instead  of  yesterday. 

Alderman  Peters — I  also  moved  that  the  next 
meeting  be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  and  Avhen 
the  Board  adjourned  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
was  in  the  chair,  and  he  said  the  adjournment  was 
until  Thuisday  evening. 

Alderman  Hall — The  Board  adjourned  to  Thurs- 
day evening  for  a  special  purpose  and  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  general  business  acted  upon.  This 
is,  certainly,  the  next  regular  meeting  in  order. 

The  Chairman— It  is  recollected  oy  the  City 
Clerk  and  the  Chair  that  a  motion  was  made  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  9,  which  was  carried, 
that  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  be 
held  today,  and,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  this'  is  the  next  regular  meeting.  The  ques- 
tion is.  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair'be  sustained. 

The  Chair  was  sustained— yeas  7,  nays  4,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 
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Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters,  Power,  Prescott 
—4. 

Aldonnan  Hall— I  now  renew  the  motion  for  a 
reconsideration.  I  made  this  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  this  subject  alive  until  I  could 
ascertain  whetlier  we  needed  more  than  one  thou- 
sand copies  of  this  memorial  volume.  After  con- 
ference with  the  Mayor,  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
and  others,  I  am  now  satisfied  that  we  wiU  need 
more  than  one  thousand  copies  to  supply  the  de- 
mand for  those  books.  Therefore  I  hoije  we  shall 
reconsider  the  vote  whereby  we  refused  tc^print 
more  than  one  thousand. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail.  After  a  week's  deliberation  and  further 
inquiry  into  the  subject,  I  am  satisfied  that,  as 
representatives  of  the  city  of  Boston,  we  should 
not  be  justified  in  going  itto  this  free  distribu- 
tion of  the  taxpayers'  money.  One  thou- 
sand copies  will  give  each"  member  here 
and  each  person  one  who  is  entitled  to  it. 
Two  thousand  would  give  no  more  satisfac- 
tion than  one  thousand  ;  if  you  once  gi> 
outside  he  limits  of  propriety,  there  is  no 
satisfying  anybody.  Three  thousand  would  be  no 
better  than  two  thousand.  There  is  no  doubt  this 
eulogy  will  be  printed  in  many  forms  and  by  many 
associations  besides  the  city  of  Boston.  It  has 
already  been  published  and  spread  widely  over 
the  country  bv  the  Boston  newspapers,  and  I  think 
we  will  not  be  justified  in  spending  any  more 
money  for  this  purpose. 

Alderman  Hall — I.  for  one,  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  an  indiscriminate  distribution  of  city  docu- 
meiits,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  would  have 
us  think  is  intended.  The  city  of  Boston,  as  well 
as  the  whole  country,  owes  a  duty  to  the  memory 
of  (Charles  Sumner, "and  when  we  attempt  to  print 
a  eulogy  upon  the  life  of  the  man  v/ho  gave  his 
life  for  the  cause  of  freedom,  I  do  not  think  we 
should  be  so  small  in  imrse  as  to  limit  the  expense 
to  the  small  sum  oif  JilOOO.  Every  taxpayer  in 
Boston  would  indorse  this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  voted  against  the  order  as 
it  came  from  the  Common.  Council  a  week  ago, 
but  am  in  favor  of  a  reconsideration  at  the  i)res- 
ent  time,  and  if  the  motion  shall  prevail  I  .<ibaU 
move  to  substitute  500  for  1000  copies.  That  is 
the  usual  number  that  has  been  p"inted  on  such 
occasions ;  that  was  the  number  printed  of 
the  Lincoln  and  Everett  memorial  volumes, 
for  which  there  wa<  a  great  demand,  but  I  know 
the  demand  for  this  one  exceeds  that  for  any 
other  memorial  ever  printed.  The  number  now 
being  limited  to  a  thousand,  it  seems  to  me 
that  will  keep  parties  from  having  one  who 
are  entitled  to  it.  It  allows  a  very  few 
copies  for  the  City  Council  and  to  the  orator, 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz.  It  also  leaves  a  very  few 
copies  to  be  kept,  as  has  been  the  custom  in  the 
past.  There  are  today  quite  a  coiisidera!;le  num- 
ber of  the  memorials  of  Lincoln  and  Everett,  but 
there  may  not  be  in  this  case.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  cojiies  have  nearly  all  been  taken  up,  and  that 
there  are  some  other  parties  who  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

Alderman  Power-  The  remarks  of  the  gent'e- 
man  from  Ward  0  fortify  my  position  on  this  sub- 
ject. There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  every 
intelligent  citizen  and  taxpayer  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  whole  State  of  Massachusetts  would 
like  to  have  one  of  those  volumes.  Three  thousand 
copies  will  not  satis-fy  the  demand  more  tlian 
two    thousand,    and   the    poorest    taxpayer   has 
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just  as  much  right  to  one  as  another.  I 
take  it  that  the  printing  of  a  thousand 
extra  copies  of  this  volume  will  have  very  little 
to  do  with  increasing  the  public  appreciation  of 
the  life  and  services  of  Charles  Sumner.  There  is 
no  question  but  that  one  thousand  will  give  just 
as  good  satisfaction  to  the  public  as  two  tnousand. 
It  is  outside  the  limit  that  the  city  has  gone  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  the 
original  number. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  think  the  Alderman  who 
moved  a  reconsideration  unintentionally  gave  the 
impression  that  the  Mayor  favored  this  order, 
when  he  stated  that  he  had  conferred  with  his 
Honor.    I  hardly  think  the  Mayor  is  in  favor  of  it. 

Alcennan  Hall— Does  the  gentleman  know  the 
views  of  the  Mayor,  or  are  his  remaiks  intended 
to  call  forth  my  knowledge  of  those  views? 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  I  knew  the  views  of  the 
Mayor,  I  would  not  ftate  them  here. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  put  and 
declared  lost.  Alderman  Hall  doubted  the  vote ; 
the  Board  divided  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  a 
tie — 6  for,  6  against. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Prescott  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Sum- 
ner Memorial  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  City 
Council,  in  addition  to  the  number  authorized  to 
b«»  printed  under  au  order  of  the  City  Council 
passed  April  25. 1874;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  once. 

PROTECTION  OF  POLICE  UNIFORMS  AT   FIRES. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  consider 
Ihe  expediency  of  providing,  at  the  expense  of 
the  city,  fire  coats,  to  oe  worn  by  the  policemen  in 
conveying  ropes  to  fires. 

Alderman  Cutter— What  is  the  object  of  that 
order? 

Alderman  Harris — I  thought  if  the  order  was 
passed  I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Police  and  offer  my  views 
in  rej^ard  to  it.  All  I  know  is  the  fact  that  uniler 
the  new  order  of  things  our  prlicemen,  as  si)on  as 
an  alarm  of  fire  is  sounded,  are  obliged  to  Iqad 
themselves  with  more  or  less  cordage  and  convey 
it  on  their  shoulders  to  the  fire.  The  rope  very 
soon  becomes  rusty,  and  will  damage  the  uni- 
forms. I  thought  that  an  india-rubber  overcoat 
might  be  provided  to  save  their  uniforms.  The 
order  is  simply  for  the  committee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  them. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  no  ol)joction  to  the 
committee  considering  the  expediency  of  doing  it, 
but  it  looks  like  unif  inning  the  police.  The  com- 
mittee have  always  been  liberal,  and  if  a  patrol- 
man had  his  clothes  torn  by  a  rough  prisorer  he 
was  allowed  the  expense  of  repairing  them. 

Alderman  Peters — I  think  this  is  a  very  proper 
order.  It  can  be  done  with  a  veiy  little  expense. 
It  means  that  the  coats  shall  be  provided  at  the 
stations  where  the  ropes  are,  to  be  ready  for  use 
^vhen  needed  by  patrolmen  to  convey  the  ropes  to 
fires. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  seems  to  think 
that  a  coat  will  fit  any  man. 

Alderman  Peters— if  it  is  large  enough  it  will. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    4,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  iiieetinf>;  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FEOM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  R.  C.  Waterston  et  al.,  Abbott  Law 
rence  et  al.,  Samuel  M.  Quincy  et  ah,  John  B 
Babcock  et  al.,  Jennie  Collins  et  al.,  Martin 
Hayes,  Johnson  «fe  Came.  Severally  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  C.  Fowler  & 
Son  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Main  street, 
Ward  22.  Order  read  twice  and  passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  bonds  of  the  city  officers. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  and 
Messrs.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  Putnam  of  Ward  15, 
and  Minot  of  Ward  17  joined  to  said  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Order  appointing  James  W.  Wason  and  Henry 
A.  Wood  Fence  Viewers :  and  James  M.  Davis  and 
Thomas  Cunningham  Field  Drivers.  Read  twice 
and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  city's  land  on 
Albany  street,  now  occupied  by  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, for  the  use  of  the  Lamp' Department.  Read 
twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  onler  to  allow  the  owner  of  the  es- 
tate on  the  northwest  corner  of  Broadway  and  L 
street  to  disregard  the  third  condition  in  the 
original  deed  thereof,  so  as  to  admit  a  portion  of 
the  building,  to  be  erected  on  L  street,  to  be  used 
for  store  purposes.  Order  read  twice  and  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  providing  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county, 
and  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  and  the  question  was 
on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — As  there  is  no  special 
haste  in  regard  to  the  passage  of  this  order  I 
move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  think  that  any  inquir- 
ies in  reference  to  the  order  which  the  gentleman 
may  desire  to  make  can  be  answered  at  once.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  gentleman  desires  to  ascer- 
tain, but  unless  something  is  to  be  gained  by  let- 
ting it  lie  upon  the  table,  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  have  not  a  copy  of  the 
order,  but  as  I  understand  it,  I  think  it  does  some 
injustice  in  a  matter  which  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  merely  wish  to  take  time 
to  investigate  it.  One  point,  "which  I  think  very 
harsh,  is  that  citizens  should  be  obliged  to  pay 
twelve  per  cent,  on  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after 
the  first  of  January.  It  is  perfectly  right  that  the 
taxes  should  be  paid  by  the  first  of  January,  but 
some  people  might  like  to  wait  after  that  time, 
and  if  they  do  1  do  not  think  they  should  be 
charged  such  a  high  rate  of  interest.  There  are 
other  features  of  the  order  which  I  would  like  to 
investigate,  and  I  do  not  know  that  a  delav  of  one 
week  will  hurt  it. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  lying  upon  the  table  for  a  week.  Taxes  are 
due  on  the  first  day  of  November,  and  if  not  paid 
by  that  date  it  has  been  customai^y  to  charge  in- 
terest. Heretofore,  I  think  that  six  per  cent,  has 
been  charged  delinquent  taxpayers,  and  the  result 
has  been  that  many  large  taxi)ayers  would  allow 
their  taxes  to  remain  unpaid  for  two,  three,  four, 
five  and  six  months,  and  even  until  the  last  hour, 
and  only  paid  them  when  it  was  necessary  in  or- 
der to  prevent  their  property  from  being  put  under 
the  hammer.  To  enable  the  treasurer  to  collect 
the  taxes  and  get  his  money,  this  order,  or  a  sim- 
ilar one,  was  passed  last  year.  All  taxpayers  are 
now  allowed  to  wait  till  the  first  of  January  by 
paying  six  \>ex  cent.,  and  in  order  that  the  taxes 
shall  be  paid  by  that  time— or  that  there  should 
be  an  inducement  to  pay  them  at  that  time — the 
rate  was  fixed  at  twelve  per  cent,  after  the  first  of 
January.  The  order  is  intended  to  secure  more 
promptness  in  the  collection  of  taxes.  The  other 
part,  relating  to  taxing  banks  an<.i  other  corpora- 


tions, is  regidated  by  a  statute  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  the  city  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  merely  wish  to  say  that 
a  similar  order  was  passed  last  "year,  and  I'think 
it  is  fair  to  all  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  such  an 
order  should  pass.  I  see  no  reason  for  laying  it 
upon  the  table  or  ])ostponing  it.  It  has  been  just 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  states.  L'nder  the 
old  rule  of  six  per  cent.,  many  large  taxpayers  let 
their  taxes  go  unpaid  till  .July.  It  is  the  cheapest 
loan  that  can  be  made.  I  do  not  know  why  our 
taxes  should  not  be  paid  within  a  reasonable  time. 
I  ara  inclined  to  think  that  many  towns  around 
Boston  charge  twelve  per  cent.  There  certainly 
was  no  complaint  last  year  of  this  system,  at  least 
that  I  kno«'  of. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  am  aware  that  a  similar 
order  was  passed  last  year,  but  many  people 
thought  it  was  unjust.  I  am  well  aware  that  taxes 
assessed  upon  proi)erty  must  be  paid,  and  if  six 
per  cent,  is  charged  up  to  the  first  of  January  it  is 
sufficient  for  citizens  to  pay.  But  if  thev  wish  to 
leave  their  taxes  unpaid  after  the  first  of  Januaiy 
and  are  willing  to  pay  a  small  increase  in  the  rate 
of  interest  for  the  privilege,  I  do  not  think  it  is  an 
unreasonable  request  to  make  of  the  city.  If  the 
taxpayers  find  they  can  use  their  money' to  better 
advantage  than  to  pay  it  to  *he  city,  I  think  that 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  be  charged  so  high  a 
rate  of  interest.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  and  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "twelve  per  cent."  and  inserting  "seven  per 
cent." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  who  last  spoke,  is  right  in  this  par- 
ticular. It  is  an  outrageous  proposition  to  make 
here,  that  citizens  of  Boston  who,  by  misfortune 
or  otherwise,  are  notable  to  pay  their  taxes  by  the 
1st  of  January  should  be  charged  twelve  per  cent, 
interest.  There  is  a  vast  difference  between  seven 
and  twelve  per  cent.  I  think  such  an  order  ought 
to  be  passed,  but  not  upon  such  terms  as  this  one  ; 
nine  per  cent,  might  do  very  well.  It  will  cost  the 
city  seven  per  cent  ,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to 
get  the  money.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
know  that  fact  from  statements  made  by 
the  City  Treasurer;  but  there  is  no  sort  o"f 
reason  or  argument  why  taxpayers  should  be  made 
to  pay  twelve  per  cent.  I  do  not  exactly  agree 
with  the  gentleman  in  his  amendment;  if 'he  were 
to  make  it  eight  or  nine  per  cent..  I  think  there  is  a 
reasonable  probability  that  it  might  be  carried 
through,  but  I  doubt  whether  it  could  be  at  twelve 
percent.  I  think  the  taxpayers  should  be  made  to 
pay  something  more  than  the  ordinary  rate  of  in- 
terest for  the  privilege  which  they  enjo'y ,  but  twelve 
per  cent,  is  out  of  all  reason.  Xine  per  cent, 
would  be  reasonable,  and  I  hope  the  gentleman 
wUl  modify  his  motion  so  that  the  rate  shall  be 
nine  per  cent. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — There  is  another  reason. 
Last  year,  after  the  first  of  January,  and  I  do  not 
know' but  the  same  rule  may  have  applied  after 
the  first  of  October,  a  certain  per  cent,  was 
charged  upon  the  first  $500,  and  an  increased  rate 
af*"er  the  first  and  second  hundred,  and  so  on  for 
the  fuU  amount  of  taxes.  If  a  man  pays  §2000  or 
$2500,  he  had  to  pay  a  very  large  amount  in  addi- 
tion to  the  twelve  per  cent  .'after  the  first  of  January , 
which  went  to  the  collectors  in  the  city  treasurer's 
office.  And  this  was  in  addition  to  the  rate  of  in- 
terest. I  want  the  city  to  get  the  taxes  within  a 
reasonable  time,  but  when  that  extra  burden  is 
imposed  upon  the  taxpayers,  it  is  more  than  they 
ought  to  bear.  The  extra  penalty  Mhich  they  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  is,  it  seems  to  me,  sufficient 
inducement  to  ])ay  before  the  first  of  January, 
unless  bv  a  careful  investment  of  their  funds  they 
conclude  that  it  is  better  to  wait  and  pay  interest. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  aniendment 
will  not  prevail.  The  object  of  establishing  this 
rate  is  to  induce  people  to  pay  their  taxes.  The 
city  of  Boston  needs  the  money  as  much  as  indi- 
viduals do.  If  we  establish  a  low  rate  of  interest 
it  is  simply  advertising  that  the  city  of  Boston  is 
willing  to  loan  money.  To  many'  people  twelve 
per  cent,  is  a  low  rate  o'f  interest,  while  to  others  it 
may  be  high.  1  think  it  is  better  for  people  to  pay 
their  taxes  and  raise  the  money  in  other  ways". 
The  object  is  to  establish  the  rate  so  high  that 
people  Mill  pay  their  taxes  and  the  city  not  be 
compelled  to  borrow  the  money  when  it  is'  needed. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  that  either  this 
amendment  will  prevail  or  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  will  modify  it  so  as  to  make  it  nine 
per  cent.  I  think  his  ground  is  well  taken,  and  I 
am  glad  the  subject  has  been  introduced  here.  I 
thiiSc  it  is  unreasonable  to  exact  so  large  an  extra 
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per  cent,  as  is  proposed  in  the  order.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  make  the  amendment  nine  per 
cent.    I  think  that  will  receive  a  very  strong;  vote. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— If  the  sentiment  of  the 
Conncil  is  in  favor  of  nine  per  cent.,  I  shall  not 
oppose  it.  I  hardly  think  six  per  cent,  is  high 
enough,  and  I  am  willing  to  make  it  nine,  and 
move  to  so  amend  the  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— This  matter  of  the  rate 
of  interest  was  discussed  in  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee last  year.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting 
this  year  when  the  subject  was  argued,  hut  I  pre- 
sume the  same  points  were  argued  as  last  year. 
Placing  the  rate  of  interest  low  will  not  produce 
the  desired  effect.  The  taxes  are  due  on 
the  first  of  October,  and  the  proposition 
is  to  allow  them  to  hold  the  money  at 
six  per  cent  until  the  tirst  of  January. 
If  you  make  the  rate  six  or  seven  per  cent.,  there 
are  many  people  who  can  make  a  better  use  of 
their  money  than  to  pay  it  into  the  city  treasury, 
even  at  nine  per  cent.,  and  the  practical  result  is 
that  the  city  is  a  large  borrower.  I  wish  the  Coun- 
cil to  understand  that  I  Uave  no  objection  to  any 
rate  of  interest  that  the  Council  may  fix  upon,  but 
this  question  was  decided  in  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee. Bear  in  mind  that  the  rate  of  twelve  per 
cent,  is  not  to  be  charged  till  three  months  after 
taxes  are  due,  and  till  then  the  rate  charged  is  six 
per  cent.  If  people  intend  to  pay  them  they  will 
do  so  within  three  months  of  the  time  they  are 
due.  The  city  needs  the  money  in  its  treasury, 
and  this  is  the  method  that  the  Finance  Committee 
have  fixed  upon  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  collect 
the  taxes  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  whether  the  amount 
of  taxes  remaining  unpaid  has  been  any  embar- 
rassment to  the  city  treasury.  That  is  what  his 
argument  is  based  upon. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  cannot  say.  The  city  is 
always  a  borrower  of  money,  and  an  order  is  now 
on  the  programme  authorizing  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  !«4,000,000  this  year,  as  has  been  the 
custom  heretofore,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes. 
We  have  to  borrow  before  we  get  the  money. 
The  money  is  due  on  the  first  of  October  and 
the  city  should  have  the  means  of  getting  the 
money' into  the  treasury  within  that  time.  I  do 
not  know  but  that  the  city  could  set  along  for 
twelve  months  after  the  taxes  were  due.  I  do  not 
know  to  what  extent  the  city  has  been  embar- 
rassed, but  the  city  ought  to  have  the  money  with- 
in three  months  after  it  is  due. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  has  been  customary  for 
years  for  the  city  to  borrow  money  in  advance  of 
the  taxes.  There  is  no  change  whatever  in  that 
respect.  But  people  complained  of  this  matter  as 
an  extreme  hardship. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— It  is  very  true  that  the 
city  always  borrows  money  in  anticipation  of 
taxes.  Then  if  we  establish  a  low  rate  of  interest 
we  have  got  to  borrow  more  money,  because  the 
taxes  would  not  come  in.  I  do  not  suppose  the 
city  would  fail  if  no  taxes  came  in,  but  that  is  no 
argument.  I  think  three  months  is  a  very  reason- 
able time,  and  then  after  that  twelve  per  cent, 
would  not  be  a  very  high  rate  of  interest  for  those 
who  have  not  paid.  As  the  gentleman  says,  tax- 
payers can  loan  their  money  at  a  higher  rate  than 
srx  per  cent.  But  the  taxes  are  due  and  should 
he  paid.    I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  w^ere  ordered. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  object  to  twelve  per 
cent,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  seem  to  indorse 
a  high  rate  of  interest,  which  I  think  is  against 
the  best  interest  of  the  city.  Money  at  six  per 
cent,  interest  is  above  the  labor  of  the  country; 
at  that  rate  money  will  double  in  about  eleven 
years,  but  it  is  not  possible  for  the  labor  of  the 
country  to  duplicate  everything  on  the  face  of  the 
country  in  the  same  length  of  time.  Somewhat 
in  proportion  as  the  rates  of  interest  are  increased 
above  six  per  cent,  money  goes  from  the  mass  of 
people  back  to  the  money  centres  or  the  centres  of 
capital.  High  rates  of  interest  are  ruinous  to  the 
best  interest  of  the  city,  and  the  passage  of  this 
order  would  seem  to  be  an  indorsement  or  ap- 
proval of  high  rates  of  interest.  Therefore,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Bracket  of  Ward  10  in  the  chair— 

The  yeas  and  navs  were  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  jMi-.  Page  "(to  substitute  9  for  12),  and  it 
was  adopted—yeas  36,  nays  21,  as  follows : 


Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bearcc,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Cawley,  Collins, 
Crowley,  Cuclworth,  Cushinan,  Davis,  Dean,  Flat- 
ley,  Flvnn.  Gordon,  Jennings,  Long,  Loring-  Mo- 
ley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Pray,  feliaw, 
Smith,  Sweat,  Thacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  War- 
ren, E.  P.  Wilbur,  F.  S.  Wilbur,  Woodward— 36. 

Nays — Messrs.  Beal,  Butler,  Crocker,  Day,  Deu- 
njr,  Goldthwait,  Harrington,  Kent,  McCartv, 
Minot,  Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Sibley,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  West,  Weston,  Will- 
cutt— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bent,  Bleiler,  Burgess,  Dacey,  Fuller,  Hicks,  Hiue, 
Hunnewell,  Kimball,  Leach,  Martin,  Peabody, 
Whiston,  Woods— 16. 
The  order  was  then  passed,  as  amended. 
Reports  recommending  reference  to  Street  Com- 
missioners on  petitions — 1.  Of  Joseph  Gahm,  that 
the  line  of  Main  street,  Chaiiestown,  may  be  de- 
fined; 2.  Of  John  Donovan,  that  Bow  street  be 
widened  from  Jenner  to  Waif ord  street.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Frances  J.  Downes,  that  the  bond  and 
agreement  for  land  on  Albany  street,  corner  of 
Stoughton  street,  be  cancelled.  Accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  of  Mystic  Water  Board  on  subject  of  a 
sewer  to  discharge  drainage,  etc.  Placed  on  file. 
Order'  f  )r  Mystic  Water  Board  to  propose  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  sewer  to  convey 
away  the  impurities  which  discharge  into  the 
Mystic  Pond  from  Winchester  and  Woburn,  etc. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  orf'er  to  appropriate  $245  04,  addi- 
tional, for  the  expense  of  filling  up  the  flats  in 
rear  of  Harvard  Cemetery,  Charlestown.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Notice  of  non-concurrence  of  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  passage  of  order  to  print  one  thousand 
additional  copies  of  the  "Sumner  Memorial." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  suppose  that  order  is 
now  properly  before  the  Council. 

The  Chair— The  order  is  not  before  the  Council. 
This  is  simplv  a  notice  of  non-concurrence  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5.  Are  not  the  papers  here? 
The  Chair— The  papers  are  here,  but  the  Chair 
is  of  the  impression  that  the  order  cannot  be 
entertained. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Then  I  would  like  to  ask 
by  what  power  we  can  obtain  the  papers.  We 
have  a  notice  that  a  certain  order  has  not  been 
concurred  in  by  the  qfher  branch.  Have  we  not  a 
right  to  that  order  and  to  consider  whether  we 
shall  adhere  to  or  recede  from  odr  action? 

The  Chair— Will  the  gentleman  make  any 
motion  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— In  order  that  the  matter 
may  be  understood  I  move  that  it  lie  upon  the 
table. 
The  Chair  decided  the  motion  out  of  order. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Will  the  Chair  decide  what 
disposition  is  to  be  made  of  that  order? 

The  Chair— No  disposition  whatever  is  to  be 
made  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  beg  pardon,  but  have  we 
not  a  right  to  consider  an  order  which  was  passed 
here  and  has  been  treated  with  disrespect  in  the 
other  branch  ? 

The  Chair — There  is  no  disrespect  in  sending  this 
notice.  That  is  done  in  concurrence  with  the  rules 
of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  shall  take  occasion  at  a 
future  time  to  bring  up  that  point. 
The  notice  was  placed  on  file. 
Order  for  a  loan  of  $4,000,000  in  anticipation  of 
the  taxes  payable  this  year;  and  that  all  money 
obtained  under  this  order  be  made  payable  on 
April  30, 1875.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Amendment  to  order  of  Board  of  Ahlermen 
concerning  celebration  of  Fourth  of  July  by  mak- 
ing expense  thereof  $20,000. 

Mr.  Pease  of  W^ard  1— I  have  been  in  favor  of 
$25,000  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July. 
I  think  that  sum  is  small  enough.  But  inasmuch 
as  the  (jther  branch  have  seen  fit  to  reduce  it,  and 
as  the  time  is  so  short,  only  about  four  weelw,  it 
strikes  me  that  the  proper  course  for  us  to  pursue 
is  to  concur  and  make  it  $20,000,  and  let  the  mat- 
ter be  settled  tonight,  so  that  the  usual  plans  and 
arrangements  may  be  made.  I  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8—1  advocated  $25,000, 
but  the  time  is  veiy  short  and  to  prevent  delay  I 
think  we  had  better  concur  with  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


The  Council  concurred  in  the  amendment — yeas 
56,  nays  0. 

LNKimSltED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing;  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land, 
in  rear  of  Lowell  Schoolhouse,  Centre  street,  of 
John  Johnson,  containing  yOOO  square  feet,  at  not 
exceeJing  $5000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  furnishing  of  a  suitable 
room  in  the  Girls'  High  Schoolhouse,  West  New- 
ton street,  for  the  drawing  classes.  Passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  and  flats  to  be 
hired  of  Samuel  Leeds,  at  the  southerly  end  of  L 
street,  for  three  years,  for  the  purposes  of  a  bath 
house.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  $1500  to  be  expended  for  bird 
houses  for  public  grounds. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  would  like  to  know 
how  many  hunilred  thousand  bird  houses  this  ap- 
propriation wall  build. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  think  they  cost  thirty- 
five  cents  apiece.  There  is  already  a  demand  for 
more  than  we  can  supply. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order  was 
put  and  declared  lost.  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4 
doubted  the  vote,  a  division  took  place  and  the 
oi'der  was  passed,  in  concurrence — 40  for,  3  against. 

Order  to  allow  and  jiay  .$150  per  annum  for  ring- 
ing the  bell  of  the  Unitarian  church  in  Brighton, 
to  denote  the  hours  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  AVard  7—1  would  like  to  know 
where  that  order  origi'iated.  The  Fire  Commis- 
sioners are  in  the  habit  of  spending  thousands  of 
dollars  without  coming  to  the  City  Council  for 
permission,  but  they  do  not  send  such  requests  as 
that. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  order  origi- 
nated with  the  representative  from  Brighton  who 
sits  in  my  immediate  rear.  I  think  he  wrote  it. 
He  showed  it  to  me,  and  I  thought  it  a  proper  one. 
They  have  been  in  the  habit  of  ringing  the  bell 
there,  and  since  annexation  it  is  necessary  to  have 
some  appropriation  for  the  pur))ose.  We  have 
bells  rung  in  the  city,  and  wby  shoidd  they  not 
have  theiii  rung  in  Brighton  ? 

Mr.  Moley  of  Ward  19  —  This  custom  has  long 
been  established  in  Brighton :  it  is  as  old  as  the 
town  is.  This  bell  has  been  tolled  at  six,  twelve 
and  nine  o'clock.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— We  have  appropriated 
a  large  sum  of  money  this  year  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  is  this  money  to  be  taken  out  of 
tnat  sum  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  anrnot  the  father  of  the 
order,  but  I  hope  it  will  pass,  I  feel  something 
like  the  old  minister  at  the  cattle  fair  in  East 
Bridgewater.  He  gave  the  toast,  "The  inarch  of 
progress ;  it  has  progressed  and  progressed  until 
it  got  to  East  Bridgewater.  and  there  it  stopped." 
I  hope  this  order  will  progress  until  it  gets  to 
Brighton  and  there  stop. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16- The  expense  is  to  be 
charged  to  Bells  and  Clocks,  and  does  not  come 
from  the  appropriatien  for  Fire  Department. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  on  disposal  of  Brighton  and  Charlestown 
Invested  Funds.     Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  add  $3400  to  the  appropriation  for  lay- 
ing out  and  grading  the  square  on  Commonwealth 
avenue,  between  Dartmouth  and  Exeter  streets, 
and  for  setting  a  curbstone  and  erecting  an  iron 
fence  around  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  an  abstract  of  the  bu'^iness  and 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for  one  year  from 
July  1, 1874,  and  to  make  a  contract  for  such  print- 
ing, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $6000.    Passed. 

Motion  to  reconsider  vote  whereby  was  passed 
in  concurrence  the  order  to  place  city  documents 
and  publications  in  general  charge  and  at  the  dis- 
posal of  committees  controlling  the  appropriations 
to  which  they  are  charged. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  exjdained  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  withdraw  the  motion  at  the  last  meet- 
ing and  if  there  were  no  objection  he  would  do  so 
now. 

The  ir.otion  was  withdrawn. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $60,000,— $50,000  of  which  to 
be  appropriated  for  further  extension  of  water 
works  in  Wards  13, 14,  15  and  16,  and  $10,000  to 
cover  expenses  of  surveys  for  extension  of  water 
works  in  Wards  17  and  19.  Passed— yeas  55,  nays  0. 

AUDITOR'S   MONTHLI'    EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  May  was  received  and 
sent  up. 


Appropriations, 

RevHiuies,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 

General.... »13,W44,875  40  81,431,509  87  512,36.3,36.5  53 

Special 4,165,5H1  79  325,43130  3,t40,I5O  49 

$18,010,457  19        $1,K06,941  17        S16,203,.5l6  02 
ANNUAL  UEPOKT  OF  THE  ClTV  REGISTRAR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Registrar  (City 
Document,  No.  48)  was  received,  giving  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in 
1873,  accompanied  with  illustrative  tables  and 
such  remarks  as  have  seemed  to  him  deserving  of 
consideration. 

Births.  The  number  of  births  registered  dur- 
ing the  year  1873  was  9688,  an  increase  of  418,  or 
4. .51  per  cent,  over  the  number  recorded  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  This  is  a  fair  increase,  and  is  in  the 
ratio  of  one  birth  in  28.55  of  the  population.  The 
number  of  births  in  1872  exceeded  those  in  1871  by 
8.36  per  cent.,  which  were  double  the  number  of 
any  one  year  within  the  previous  twenty  years. 
The  ratio  of  births  in  the  State  at  large  is  oiie  birth 
to  36.50  of  the  whole  population.  The  number  of 
births  in  the  city  to  eactf  one  thousand  of  the  pop- 
ulation was  35,  while  in  the  State  at  large  it  was 
28.  The  number  of  still  births  during  the  year 
was  515;  if  these  are  added  to  those  Dorn  alive, 
the  ratio  will  appear  as  36.89.  The  daily  average 
of  living  births  was  26.54;  including  the  still 
births,  the  average  was  28. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  births  is  the 
small  number  of  children  of  native  parentage 
comparea  with  those  of  Irish  nativity.  The  latter 
exceed  the  former  by  948,  an  excess  of  40  per  cent. 
The  whole  number  of  children  of  American  par- 
entage, iucluiling  half  of  those  recorded  as  un- 
known, was  2338,  or  24.13  per  cent,  of  all  the  births. 
The  number  of  native  fathers  was  3094,  or  31.94 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  The  number  of 
instances  in  which  one  or  both  parents  were  native- 
born,  including  half  of  those  whose  nativity  was 
unknown,  was  4040,  or  41.70  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
number.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  58.30  per  cent, 
of  the  children  are  of  foreign  parentage.  With 
the  exception  of  those  of  native  and  of  Irish 
parents,  in  each  of  which  cases  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  more  Chan  one  per  cent,  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  the  sam^  relative  proiiortious 
are  exhibited. 

56.34  per  cent,  of  the  births  occurred  in  Wards 
1,  2,  7, 12  and  15,  which  wards  contain  about  46  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  population.  No  less  than  23.36 
per  cent,  of  the  births  occurred  in  South  Boston, 
which  embraces  Ward  12  ajid  a  part  of  Ward  7. 
A  little  over  10  per  cent,  of  the  births  occurred  in 
Wards  4,  5,  6  and  8,  which  contain  nearly  19  per 
cent,  of  the  population.  There  was  an  increase  of 
686  births,  53.64  per  cent,  of  which  occurred  in 
Wards  3,  7  and  11.  There  was  a  decrease  of  268 
births  in  Wards  2,  4,  5,  6,  8  and  10.  Only  23.48  per 
cent,  of  the  births  occurred  in  the  six  last-named 
wards,  which  contain  upwards  of  34  per  cent  ot 
the  population  of  the  entire  city.  The  decrease  in 
Ward  2  (41)  is  a  legitimate  one,  and  is  owing  to  the 
rapidly  diminishing  population  in  that  locality; 
but  tiie  large  decrease  in  each  of  Wards  4, 8 
and  10  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  on  similar 
grounds. 

The  number  of  colored  children  born  was  132, 
being  in  the  ratio  of  one  birth  in  27.27  of  the  col- 
ored population,  or  36.66  births  to  each  1000  of 
that  class.  The  births  of  white  children  were  in 
the  ratio  of  28.57  to  the  white  population,  or  35  in 
each  1000.  The  colored  births  were  113  less  than 
the  colored  decedents.  In  the  preceding  year  the 
deaths  exceeded  the  births  by  47.  This  interest- 
ing result  is  not  an  exceptional  one,  but  is  wit- 
nessed every  x^ar,  and  plainly  shows  that  the 
African  race  is  an  exotic  cue  in  northern  lati- 
tudes. 

There  were  74  plural  births,  an  increase  of  10 
over  the  number  reported  in  the  preceding  year, 
embracing  one  instance  of  triplets.  The  number 
of  cases  in  which  both  parents  were  foreign-born 
was  46;  and  including  those  instances  in  which 
one  or  both  parents  were  of  foreign  nativity  ivas 
59,  making  78.66  per  cent,  of  all  the  plural  births. 
This  statement  includes  the  triplets  (of  Irish 
parentage),  which  is  not  contained  in  the  above 
table.  The  ratio  of  plural  to  single  births  was  1  in 
130.92. 

There  were  .514  still  births,  a  decrease  of  45,  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year.  The  ratio  of  these 
births  to  those  born  alive  was  1  in  18.81.  In  the 
preceding  year  the  rate  was  1  in  16.55.  The  males 
exceeded  the  females  by  no  less  than  122  or  23.69 
per  cent.  There  were  three  twin  b>rths  among 
the  number.    The  highest  ratio  of  stUl  births  was 
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of  cliilcUeu  of  German  parentage,  and  the  lowest 
of  children  of  native  parents.  The  diilereuce  in 
favor  of  the  latter,  over  either  of  those  tabulated, 
is  very  large. 

Marriar/es.  The  number  of  marriages  during 
the  year  was  3883,  an  increase  of  121,  or  an  ad- 
vance of  3.22  per  cent,  over  the  preceding  year. 
This   is  a  fair   increase,  and    equals  the  probable 

froivth  of  the  population  during  the  same  period, 
he  rate  is  28  marriages  in  each  1000  of  the  pop- 
ulation, or  one  person  married  to  each  35.61  of  the 
whole  population.  Throughout  the  State  at  large, 
the  marriage  rate  cannot  be  far  from  22  in  a 
thousand,  showing  a  diffarence  between  town  and 
country  of  six  in  a  thousand  in  favor  of  the  lat- 
ter. Perhaps  any  attempt  to  account  for  this 
discrepancy  would  ue  barren  of  any  satisfactory 
result;  but  the  fact  is  no  less  important,  never- 
theless. There  can  be,  however,  but  two  valid 
reasons  assigned,  viz.,  inability  to  support  a  fam- 
ily, or  an  unwillingness  to  do  it.  That  the  first  is 
not  the  true  reason  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  most  indigent  and  improvident  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  least  calculated  to  support  a  fam- 
ily, furnish  by  far  the  largest  number  of  candi- 
dates for  matrimony.  The  remaining  reason  is  an 
unwillingness  to  assume  the  marriage  relation. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  human  nature  of  today 
is,  in  no  essential  particular,  different  from  that 
of  generations  back,  and  that  it  would,  if  not  sub- 
jected to  repressive  influences,  be  likely  to  mani- 
fest its  chief  characteristic  in  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  be  legitimattly  shown.  "Where  this 
natural  teudencv  is  interrupted,  a  positive  loss  re- 
sults, which  is  none  the  less  real  or  vital  because 
it  does  not  appear  on  the  surface,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, escai)es  the  notice  of  the  superficial. 
This  is  not  confined  to  the  individual,  but  affects 
the  whole  community.  This  subject  is  an  im- 
portant one,  and  is  a  prime  factor  in  every  branch 
of  vital  statistics.  To  those  who  are  able  to  read 
numerical  results,  the  picture,  which  is  here  only 
suggested,  is  an  unpleasant  one,  and  exhibits  hu- 
manity in  its  weakest  condition.  Nearly  twenty- 
two  per  cent,  of  the  marriages  occurred  during 
the  months  of  October  and  iSTovember.  The  fewest 
in  any  one  month  took  place,  as  usual,  in  March, 
those  in  that  month  making  only  3.47  of  the 
whole  number.  The  daily  average  of  marriages 
was  10.64. 

54.18  per  cent,  of  the  grooms  and  52.43  of  the 
brides  were  foreign-born :  and  25.70  per  cent,  of 
the  g'-ooms  and  26.50  of  the  brides  were  born  in 
Ireland.  The  number  of  marriages,  in  which  both 
parties  were  native-born,  was  only  1429,  or  36.80 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  Of  the  native 
grooms,  19.66  per  cent,  married  foreign  brides, 
while  17.19  per  cent,  of  the  latter  married  native 
grooms.  The  number  of  marriages  in  which  one 
or  both  parties  were  foreign-born  was  2454,  mak- 
ing 63.20  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  While 
the  Irish  population  makes  only  about  23  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  population,  the  grooms  of  that  nativ- 
ity make  about  26  per  cent,  of  all  the  grooms. 

Sixty- four  of  the  grooms  (1.65  per  cent.)  were 
under  21  years  of  age.  Six  of  these  were  united  to 
brides  between  25  and  30,  and  another  married  a 
bride  who  had  passed  her  30tli  year  a  considerable 
distance.  Another  groom,  between  25  and  30, 
chose  for  his  companion  a  bride  who  was  rapidly 
Hearing  her  half-centennial  period.  The  ijredilec- 
tions  of  some  of  the  older  grooms  are  no  less  note- 
worthy than  those  of  their  juniors.  It  will  be 
seen  that  one  venerable  candidate  for  matrimony, 
of  the  ripe  age  of  63,  married  a  maiden  who  lacked 
some  months^  of  reaching  her  18th  year.  Another 
veteran,  who  was  a  considerable  distance  beyond 
his  threescore  years  and  ten,  united  himself  "to  a 
bride  between  30  and  40;  while  another,  of  the 
same  mature  age,  contented  himself  with  a  wife 
who  had  passed  the  sober  and  sedate  ag;e  of  50. 

Eight  minor  grooms  were  united  to  minor  brides 
—two  of  the  former  being  20,  and  two  of  the  latter 
15  years  of  age.  Another  youth,  of  17,  married  a 
spinster  of  25;  and  still  another,  of  the  same  age, 
tvas  united  to  a  bride  of  21.  Of  the  grooms,  two 
were  17  years  of  age,  27  of  19  years,  and  .35  of  20. 
Of  the  brides,  one  was  only  14  years  of  age,  three 
were  15,  21  of  16,  and  69  of  17.  Of  the  grooms,  8.18 
per  cent,  were  above  40  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage ;  and  of  the  brides,  18.20  per  cent, 
were  above  30  years.  In  361  instances  (9.30  per 
cent  of  the  whole  number)  the  brides  were  older 
than  the  grooms.  Seven  inexperienced  grooms 
had  the  courage  to  marry  brides  who  had  been 
twice  widowed.  No  less  than  28  grooms  chose  for 
their  third  wives  spinsters;  another,  who  had 
been  three   times   bereaved,  married    a  maiden; 


while  still  another,  of  like  experience,  contented 
himself  with  one  who  had  but  once  before  ap- 
peared in  the  matrimonial  market.  The  first  mar- 
riages of  males,  and  the  first  marriages  of  f  smales 
make  85.29  and  87.97  per  cent,  respectively  of  all 
the  marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  of  which  both  parties 
were  colored  was  82.  The  number  of  instances 
in  which  the  grooms  were  colored  and  the  brides 
white  was  26,  making  the  whole  number  of  color- 
ed grooms  to  be  108.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
marriage  rate  of  the  colored  population  was  40.56 
in  a  thousand ;  and,  if  the  mixed  marriages  be 
considered  as  colored  ones,  the  rate  is  60  in  a 
thousand.  Seven  or  eight  occupations  or  trades 
furnish  nearly  half  of  th,e  whole  number  of  grooms. 
Laborers,  as  usual,  coir^prise  by  far  the  largest 
cla.ss,  making  18.10  per  cent,  of  all  the  grooms. 
Among  the  arooms  were  20  physicians,  12  clergy- 
men, and  7  lawyers. 

The  number  of  certificates  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage issued  during  the  year  was  4549,  an  increase 
of  125,  or  2.82  per  cent,  compared  with  the  preced- 
ing year.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  cer- 
tificates issued  exceeded  the  number  of  marriages 
recorded  by  666.  The  largest  portion  of  these 
missing  certificates  are  douotless  recorded  iji  oth- 
er towns,  where  the  marriages  were  solemnized; 
while  some,  used  in  oth'>r  States,  will,  perhaps, 
escape  registration  altogether.  A  consiJerable 
number,  ho«vever,  do  not  appear  in  this  report  on 
account  of  the  culpable  negligence  of  clergymen. 
Although  the  law  reijuires  that  marriage  returns 
shall  be  made  to  recording  officers  monthly,  and 
notwithstanding  this  requirement  is  printed  on 
each  certificate  where  it  canr  ot  escape  notice,  a 
large  number  of  marriages  are  not  sent  in  for 
months  after  the  time  prescribed  by  statute.  Of 
course  these  marriages  do  not  appear  on  the  re- 
turns furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
fact  renders  the  State  registration  report,  which 
is  made  up  from  such  returns,  defective  to  the  ex- 
tent of  these  omissions. 

Deaths.  There  were  7869  deaths  in  Boston  dur- 
ing the  year— a  decrease  of  221  from  the  mortality 
of  the  preceding  year.  If  the  difference  between 
the  number  of  deaths  from  smallpox  in  1872,  and 
the  number  that  occurred  in  1873  (436)  be  consid- 
ered in  connection  with  the  diminished  mortality 
of  the  latter  year,  there  wiU  be  the  difference  be- 
tween 221  and  436  (215  deaths)  in  favor  of  the  gen- 
eral mortality  of  1872,  compared  with  that  of  1873. 
According. to  the  rate  of  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city,  as  shown  by  the  State  and  national 
censuses  of  1855,  '60,  '65  and  '70,  the  population  of 
Boston  proper  (including  East  and  South  Boston), 
January  1, 1874,  was  220,045;  Roxbury,  42,775;  Dor- 
chester, 13,759, — making  an  aggregate  of  276,579. 
According  to  this  estimate  the  death  rate  was 
28.45  in  a  thousand — a  reduction  in  the  general 
result  of  two  in  a  thousand  from  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year;  but  still  sufficiently  large  to  awaken 
concern.  The  death  rate  throughout  the  Common- 
is  about  23  in  a  thousand.  Although  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  large  cities  will  exhibit  a  higher 
death  rate  than  is  seen  in  small  towns,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  present  rate  in  Boston  is  excessive; 
and,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  contrasts 
unfavorably  with  those  of  the  last  twenty  years. 
Any  conclusions,  however,  arrived  at  from  com- 
parisons between  the  mortality  of  populous  cities 
and  that  of  small  towns  wrould  be  far  from  satis- 
factory, as  the  circumstances  in  the  one  case 
would  not  be  found  in  the  other.  In  the  first- 
named  case  the  mere  aggregation  of  numbers 
involves  unfavorable  conditions  from  which  the 
other  is  exempt  Besides  this,  locality,  soil,  cli- 
mate, etc.,  must  be  taken  into  the  account  in  any 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  without  which 
no  accurate  results  need  be  expected. 

The  average  age  of  the  male  decedents  during 
the  past  year  was  23  years  10  months ;  that  of  the 
females  25  years  2  months.  The  average  dge  of  the 
Scotch  males  exceed  that  of  any  other  class.  The 
average  age  of  native  females  was  four  and  a  half 
years  higher  than  that  of  the  native  males.  The 
average  age  of  the  colored  females  exceeds  that  of 
the  males  by  five  and  a  half  years ;  and  the  aver- 
age age  of  the  females  born  in  the  British  prov- 
inces exceeils  that  of  the  males  by  nearly  two 
years  and  a  half.  In  each  of  the  other  five  classes 
the  average  age  of  the  males  exceeds  that  of  the 
females.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  average 
age  of  the  male  decedents  who  were  born  in  the 
British  American  provinces  was  11  years  and  4 
months,  and  of  the  females,  13  years  and  9  months. 

Another  noticeable  feature  in  the  present  report 
is  the  large  number  of  colored  decedents.    There 
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were  245  deaths  from  this  class,  an  increase  of  73 
over  the  number  of  the  preceding  year.  The  col- 
ored population  is  not  far  from  3600.  According 
to  this  estimate  there  was  one  death  to  each  14.69 
of  the  colored  population,  or  at  the  rate  of  sixty- 
eight  in  a  thousand.  In  contrast  with  this  is  the 
mortality  among  the  whites,  which  was  in  the 
ratio  of  27.93  deaths  in  a  thousand,  or  one  death 
in  each  35.80  persons  living.  Of  the  male  dece- 
dents, 1139  were  married  at  the  time  of  death,  and 
93  were  widowers.  Of  the  former,  689,  and  of  the 
latter  47,  were  foreign-born.  Of  the  female  de- 
cedents, 930  were  married,  and  549  were  widows. 
Of  the  former,  610,  and  of  the  latter,  324,  were 
foreign-born.  It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  30  per 
cent,  of  the  male  decedents,  and  39.23  per  cent,  of 
the  female  were,  or  had  been,  married  at  the 
time  of  their  decease.  It  will  be  further  noticed, 
that  while  only  2.27  per  cent,  of  the  males  were 
widowers,  no  less  than  14.32  per  cent,  of  the 
female  decedents  were  widows. 

The  mortality  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  was  nearly  6  per  cent,  greater  than  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  percentage  during  the 
second  quarter  was  nearly  the  same  in  both  years ; 
while  in  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  the  mor- 
tality of  1872  exceeded  that  of  1873  by  about  2  per 
cent,  in  the  first-named  period,  and  4  per  cent,  in 
the  last.  68.79  per  cent,  of  the  decedents  (includ- 
ing half  of  those  whose  birthplaces  were  un- 
known) were  native  bom,  an  increase  of  nearly 
one  per  cent.  Those  born  in  Ireland  make 
nearly  66  per  cent,  of  all  who  were  foreign- 
born,  an  increase  of  nearly  two  per  cent.  The  fe- 
male decedents  of  Irish  birth,  and  those  born  in 
the  British  provinces,  exceed  the  males  in  each 
instance — in  the  first  by  54,  and  in  the  latter  by  15. 
In  each  of  the  other  classes  the  male  decedents 
exceed  the  female. 

A  little  less  than  29  per  cent,  of  the  decedents 
(including  halt  of  those  of  unknown  parentage) 
were  of  native  parentage.  Those  of  Irish  parent- 
age make  48.39  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  and 
68.13  per  cent,  of  all  of  foreign  parentage.  The 
table  also  shows  that  the  same  preponderance  of 
the  foreign  element  existed  in  the  preceding  year. 
Indeed,  the  same  result  has  been  presented  toj:  a 
series  of  years  past,  and  indicates  vei-y  plainly  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  transformation  that  is 
taking  place  in  the  character  of  the  poiDuJation. 
It  is  very  easy  to  understand  what  would  have 
been  the  feeling,  nay,  consternation,  of  the  native 
Bostonian  of  a  generation  back,  if  he  had  been 
told  of  the  great  change  that  would  take  place  in 
his  idol  city  in  a  single  generation,  a  change  which 
statistical  tables  make  very  familiar,  though  in 
the  most  unemotional  manner.  In  this  connection, 
the  following  comparative  statement  of  the  births 
and  deaths  wUl  be  found  interesting : 

1873. 
Births.        Per  ct. 
Foreign  fathers  . . .  .6,593  68.05 

American  fathers.  .3,095  31.95 


Deaths. 

5,589 
2,280 


Per  ct. 
71.03 
28.97 


9,688 

100.00 

7,869 

100.00 

i?n 
rici 

fathers . . 
m  fathers 

Births 

.  .6,224 
..3,046 

1872. 

Per  ct. 
67.14 

32.86 

Deaths. 

5,764 
2,326 

Per  ct. 
71.25 

28.75 

9,270 


100.00 


8,090 


100.00 


The  nativity  of  the  fathers  recorded  as  unknown 
in  Table  I.  is  equally  divided  in  the  above  table.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  records  of  both  years  are 
nearly  identical. 

The  facts  above  exhibited  are  the  same  as  those 
always  witnessed,  viz.,  that  a  high  birth  rate  is 
invariably  followed  by  a  corresponding  death 
rate.  On  such  a  subject,  it  is  easv  to  speculate; 
and  while  it  may  Oe  deemed  satisfactory  to  some 
that  it  is  affinned  that  of  a  given  number  added 
to  the  living  population  a  certain  part  will  in- 
evitably die,  there  are  others  who  hesitate  to  ad- 
mit the  necessity  of  the  fact.  There  may  be  no 
such  necessity,  indeed,  except  that  depending  on 
local  or  easily  ascertained  causes ;  but  the  fact 
itself  is  no  less  true  and  obvious.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  decedents  of  foreign  ))arentage  were 
three  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  births  of  the  same 
nativity;  and  that  the  births  of  children  of  native 
parentage  were  two  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the 
deaths  of  that  class. 

More  than  half  of  the  decedents  (26.25  per  cent.) 
were  under  one  year,  and  41.80  per  cent,  did 
not  reach  their  fifth  year.  The  small  number  that 
died  between  5  and  10  (407 — 5.94  per  cent.)— as  is 
always  the  case — is  indicative  ot  open  air  and 
exercise.     The    number   of   decedents   under   20 


years  of  age  made  51.34  per  cent,  of  all  who  died, 
the  same  as  the  preceding  year.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  only  in  five  of  the  "divisional  periods  the 
female  decedents  exceeded  the  male,  viz.,  between 
10  and  15,  15  and  20,  70  and  80,  80  and  90,  and  over 
the  latter  age.  Between  70  and  100,  the  excess 
w?6  86.  There  were  184  more  male  decedents 
under  one  year  than  female ;  118  more  between  20 
and  30,  and  57  between  50  and  60.  There  wa-s  one 
female  who  was  over  100  years  at  the  time  of 
death.  The  whole  number"  of  decedents  over  50 
years  of  age  was  1.500,  19  per  cent,  of  all  who  died. 

The  number  of  decedents  under  15  years  of  age 
was  3756,  making  47.73  per  cent,  of  the  whole  num- 
ber who  died.  No  less  than  135,  3.59  per  cent.,  died 
on  the  day  of  their  birthj  1244,  33.12  per  cent., were 
between  one  day  and  six  months ;  687, 18.29  per 
cent., between  six  months  and  one  year;  1223,  32.56 
per  cent.,  between  one  year  and  five.  The  chil- 
dren of  foreign  parentage  number  2750,  making 
73.22  ijer  cent,  of  all  the  decedents  under  15  years 
of  age.  According  to  sex,  71.97  cent,  of  the  males 
and  74.62  per  cent,  of  the  females  were  of  foreign 
parentage. 

The  i>  umber  of  deaths  from  casualties  was  268, 
or  3.40  per  cent,  of  the  whole  mortality.  The 
deaths  from  the  same  causes,  during  the  preceding 
year,  made  3.53  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  of  the 
same  period;  17.90  per  cent,  occurred  on  railroads 
(including  6  on  horse  railroads),  and  13  per  cent,  of 
them  were  from  drowning. 

The  number  of  deaths  designated  as  from  dis- 
eases of  the  brain  was  410,  5.21  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  mortality.  Those  reported  as  "meningitis" 
and  "congestion  of  brain'-  are  embraced  in  the 
enumeration.  The  number  of  deaths  designated 
bronchitis  was  196,  a  decrease  of  4,  making  2.49  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  mortality.  There  were  141 
deaths  reported  from  cancer,  an  increase  of  34 
com])ared"with  the  preceding  year. 

There  were  801  deaths  from"  cholera  infantum, 
diarrhoea  or  dysentery ;  39  from  cholera  morbus, 
and  1194  from  consumption.  As  usual,  the  largest 
mortality  from  consumption  occurred  in  Ward  7, 
no  less  than  13.48  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  falling  to 
the  share  of  that  ward.  Ward  2  furnishes  the 
next  largest  number,  the  mortality  in  the  two  lo- 
calities making  23.62  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths 
from  this  disease.  In  1872,  26.62  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  those  wards.  Of  the  161  deaths 
in  Ward  7, 123  were  in  the  South  Boston  portion 
of  the  ward ;  these,  added  to  the  deaths  in  Ward 
12,  make  the  deaths  from  consumption  in  South 
Boston  to  be  17  per  cent,  of  the  whole  num- 
ber. It  will  also  be  seen  that  72  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths  from  this  disease,  in  South  Bos- 
ton, occurred  in  streets  south  of  Broadway, 
embracing  the  territory  beginning  at  Dorches- 
ter avenue  and  extending  to  Dorchester  street. 
The  deaths  in  the  various  hospitals  make 
17.52  per  cent,  of  the  whole  mortality  from  con- 
sumption. These  cases  properly  belong  to  the 
various  wards,  and  would,  if  they  were  thus  dis- 
tributed, affect  the  percentage  in  those  localities 
to  that  extent. 

Four  hundred  and  seventy-four  persons  died  of 
scarlet  fever,  an  increase  of  216  over  last  year ;  of 
typhoid  fever  243,  an  increase  of  14;  144  from  heart 
disease— 124  males,  120  females,  a  decrease  of  126 
from  1872;  there  were  50 malformations;  216 deaths 
from  eerebro-spinal  meningitis ;  302  from  smalli)OX, 
a  decrease  of  436  from  1872;  463  from  pneumonia; 
121  premature  birth ;  100  from  puerperal  diseases, 
an  increase  of  28 ;  suicides  36,  from  tumor  27.  The 
following  recapitulatory  table  gives  the  percentage 
of  deaths  from  various  "classes  of  diseases: 

Deaths  from  Per  Cent. 

Accidents 3.40 

Miasmatic  diseases 27.81 

Tubercular      "  21..'»8 

Diseases  of  nervous  system 13.81 

"        "  respiratory  organs 10.34 

"        "  digestive  •'    3.84 

Diseases  of  organs  of  circulation 3.20 

Diathetic  diseases 2.83 

Diseases  of  urinary  organs 2.16 

Puerperal  diseases 1.30 

86.40 

General  Remarks.  It  is  evident  that  Boston 
cannot  be  congratulated  on  its  sanitan'  condition. 
Without  the  presence  of  any  epidemic,  except 
scarlatina  and  smallpox,  the  former  existing  to  no 
greater  extent  than  for  a  number  of  years  past 
and  the  latter  disappearing  in  July  last",  the  death- 
rate  appears  in  the  ratio  of  28.45  "in  a  thousand. 
In  only  two  years  (1853  and  1854)  within  the  last  25 
has  the  ratereached  the  present  one.  In  1851  and 
1864  it  was  27  in  a  thousand,  and  in  1859  it  had 
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fallen  to  21.4.  For  the  10  years  ending  with  the 
last-named  year,  the  average  rate  was  25.2;  and 
in  the  ten  years  ending  with  1869  it  was  23.7.  In 
1870,  it  was  24.3 ;  in  1871,  it  was  23.5 ;  and  in  1872  it 
jumped  to  30.5.  The  prevalence  of  smallpox  in 
the  past  year,  the  onljr  unusual  disease  noticeable 
during  that  period,  will  account  for  a  portion  of 
the  large  mortality ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that,  with 
the  subsidence  of  that  disease,  the  deathrate 
still  remained  at  an  unpleasant  altitude.  To  those 
who  are  familiar  with  vital  statistics  and  are  able 
to  read  their  meaning,  the  sudden  increase  of  the 
death  rate  from  23.5  in  a  thousand  in  1871,  which 
was  preceded  by  a  similar  condition  for  a  series  of 
years,  to  30.5  in  1872,  and  this  in  turn  followed  by 
the  rate  of  28.4  in  1873,  the  subject  assumes  a  very 
serious  aspect. 

The  question  very  naturally  arises,  what  is  the 
cause  of  this  remarkable  change  in  the  sanitary 
condition  of  Boston?  The  prevalence  of  epi- 
demics does  not  account  for  it.  There  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  defect  in  the  machinery  employ- 
ed to  carry  forward  the  sanitary  police  of  the  city, 
or  any  friction  in  its  operation.  This  is  energeti- 
cally and  intelligently  used,  as  streets,  and  lanes 
and  tenements,  with  all  their  surroundings, 
abundantly  show.  There  has  been  a  manifest  im- 
provement in  this  direction,  although  Boston  has 
always  compared  favorably  with  other  cities.  The 
question  can  only  be  answered  by  scientific  in- 
quiry, which  will  reveal  the  abnormal  condition 
of  the  material  elements  on  which  human  life  is 
dependent.  The  task  of  doing  this  will  be  a  diifi- 
cnlt,  and,  in  some  respects,  an  unsatisfactory  one ; 
for  the  method  of  determining  the  results,  and 
the  results  themselves,  rest  so  entirely  on  scienti- 
fic analysis  and  subjective  reasoning,  as  never  to 
leave  tlie  subject  free  from  doubt. 

Drainage  and  Sewage.  To  what  extent  the 
present  death  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  charge- 
able to  defective  drainage  it  is  not  possible,  per- 
hai)S,  to  determine.  Every  one,  however,  is  ready 
to  admit  the  importance  of  thorough  drainage, 
and  the  evils  to  which  a  community  is  exposed 
where  this  is  lacking.  These  evils  are  vast,  and 
can  hardly  be  overestimated.  Unfortunately, 
thev  are  of  such  a  nature  as  almost  to  escape  tlie 
notice  of  those  who  are  exposed  to  their  effects. 
It  is  not  long  since  any  just  appreciation  of 
the  importance  of  this  subject  first  became  appar- 
ent, at  least  so  as  to  lead  to  any  practical  result. 
It  was  readily  admitted,  indeed,  that  refuse  mat- 
ter must  be  got  rid  of ;  but  as  long  as  it  found  its 
way  into  the  nearest  subterraneaii  receptacle,  the 
vehicle  of  its  transmission  and  the  method  by 
which  it  reached  its  destination  were  matters  o'f 
little  or  no  concern.  The  evils  of  such  a  system, 
if  system  it  may  be  called,  were  not  so  great  when 
Boston  was  comparatively  a  small  town. 

Then,  when  its  territorial  limits  did  not  embrace 
eight  hundred  acres,  the  incoming  tides  were  able 
to  dispose  of  all  the  deleterious  substances  con- 
signed to  the  channels  then  constructed  for  the 
purpose.  The  growth  of  the  population,  necessi- 
tating a  corresponding  increase  of  the  territory  by 
encroaching  on  the  sea,  has  resulted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  large  area  of  lard  necessarily  difficult  of 
drainage.  But  the  responsibility  of' providing  a 
remedy  is  binding  on  the  body  corporate,  which, 
.assures  to  all,  by  its  very  existence,  exemption 
from  the  evils  growing  out  of  such  condition. 
Surely  no  less  can  be  expected  by  the  citizen  than 
that  ne  shall  be  secured,  so  far  as  this  matter  is 
concerned,  immunity  from  those  maladies  induced 
by  defective  drainage.  With  all  the  light  that 
science  has  thrown  upon  this  subject,  there  can 
be  no  question  concerning  the  ability  to  guarantee 
this  ri"ht.  The  exclusion  of  air,  or  the  total  neg- 
lect of  ventilation,  depends  upon  the  will  of  the 
individual  owner  of  a  tenement.  He  may,  if  he 
choose,  claim  that  he  contracts  to  furnish  only  so 
much  space  to  his  tenants;  and,  having  done  this, 
his  responsibility  ends.  Apart  from  this,  he  stanoe 
resolutely  guarded  by  so-called  vested  rights, 
which  he  is  unwilling  to  surrender,  or  even  su'^- 
mit  to  arbitrament.  Philanthropy,  pure  and  sim- 
ple, will  not  induce  a  hair-breadtli  departure  froia 
the  written  bond;  a  quid  pro  q'mo,  measured  by 
one-sided  balances,  being  all  that  intrenched  pre- 
roo:ative  will  allow. 

fVater.  There  may  be  no  reason  to  distrust  the 
purity  of  the  water  we  drink;  but  no  scientific  fact 
IS  better  attested  than  that  the  most  minute  por- 
tions of  organic  poison  are  readily  diffused 
through  this  agency.  There  are  a  thousand  chan- 
nels in  which  this  can  be  done.  Decomposed  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  matter,  and  putrescent  mate- 
Tials  of  all  kinds,  lie  around  in  profusion,  quietly 


awaiting  the  period  when  their  poisons,  evolved 
by  chemical  agencies,  shall  be  sent  on  their  dead- 
ly errand.  There  may  be  no  ground,  however,  for 
apprehension  in  this  particular ;  but  it  surely  is 
not  unwise  that  every  supposable  cause  for  the 
present  mortality  rate  should  be  considered,  and 
a  resurvey  made  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
water,  and  an  examination  of  the  methods  of  its 
conveyance  here. 

Air,  Light,  and  Ventilation.  The  statement 
that  human  beings  cannot  live  without  air  seems 
to  be  a  very  simple  one.  But  when  another  step 
is  taken,  to  determine  the  nature  and  amount  of 
this  element  that  is  needed  for  the  human  organ- 
ism, the  subject  assumes  a  more  important  aspect. 
That  the  air  used  in  respiration  is  composed  of 
eighty  parts  of  nitrogen  and  twenty  of  oxygen, 
and  that  any  variation  of  these  proportions  is 
dangerous  to  health,  is  formulated  in  every  school- 
room, and  comprises  the  theoretical  part  of  the 
.subject.  When  it  is  set  forth  in  plain  terms,  that 
in  a  large  number  of  populous  tenements  in  this 
city  this  equilibrium  of  the  vital  gases  is  constant- 
ly (Usturbed,  and  that  sooner  or  later  death  will 
result,  unless  the  lost  balance  is  restored,  the 
practical  and  more  important  side  of  the  question 
is  exhibited.  But  what  is  passing  strange  is  the 
fact,  that  while  the  lesson  of  the  school  is  inefface- 
ably  fastened  on  the  mind  from  infancy  to  old 
age,  the  experimental  and  vital  part  fades  away 
liie  a  dissolving  view,  and  almost  escapes  recog- 
nition. 

All  residences,  whether  containing  two  or  two 
hundred  occupants,  that  are  so  situated  or  con- 
structed as  to  interfere  with  or  interrupt  the  free 
ingress  of  pure  air,  or  retain  the  impure,  are  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  hurtful.  Buildings  in  which 
such  defects  exist  usually  occupy  the  most  unfor- 
tunate localities,  selected,  perhaps,  for  their 
cheapness.  In  such  cases  it  will  be  found  that 
every  inch  of  ground  has  been  carefully  utilized, 
every  structure  erected  from  the  most  inexpen- 
sive materials,  and  exterior  and  interior  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  bring  in  to  their  owners  the  largest 
returns  for  the  capital  expended.  If  any  provi- 
sion appears  to  have  been  made  for  the  health  of 
the  occupants,  it  seems  either  altogether  inade- 
quate for  the  purpose,  or  it  has  been  made  with- 
out method  or  judgment.  Such  places  are  the 
harvest  fields  of  death,  and,  as  might  be  expect- 
ed, children  are  especially  the  victims. 

What  is  true  of  air  is  measurably  true  of  light. 
There  may  be  life,  indeed,  in  the  absence  of  light; 
but  it  will  be  a  weak  and  puny  one.  In  the  dwell- 
ings alluded  to,  that  winch  causes  a  pollution  of 
the  air  at  the  same  time  shuts  out  the  light.  It  is 
something  more  than  instinct  that  leads  one  to 
select  a  residence  accessible  to  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  and  to  make  a  sitting  room  of  that  situated 
on  the  sunny  side  of  the  house.  Apartments  un- 
visited  by  the  sun  should  be  avoided  as  pestilen- 
tial. In  such  places  physical  degeneracy  inevita- 
bly ensues — an  inability  to  resist  disease.  Here 
epidemics  of  all  characters  find  ready  entrance, 
and  prove  the  most  fatal.  Every  human  being- 
brought  forth  or  nurtured  in  the  midst  of  siicn 
surroundings  can  scarcely  be  free  from  physical 
disorganization,  and  thus  they  invite  the  attacks 
of  death  in  its  multiform  shapes.  The  result  may 
be  slowly  reached,  but  it  is  certain.  The  case  is 
no  less  sad  because  the  victims  appear  insensible 
to  their  condition.  Perhaps  stern  necessity,  if  a 
glimmer  of  the  truth  should  chance  to  dawn  on 
their  apprehensions,  would  not  allow  of  escape. 
Necessity  is  a  hard  taskmaster,  and,  in  a  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  with  self-interest,  the  chance  is  that 
there  will  be  a  surrender  at  discretion. 

Tlie  foregoing  remarks  suggest  what  may  be 
some  of  the  causes  of  the  present  mortality  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  Investigation  may  demonstrate 
the  existence  of  other  causes ;  but  it  will  hardly 
fail  to  show  that  the  matters  alluded  to  do  not 
have  some  bearing  on  the  subject. 

The  report  was  sent  up. 

FROM  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  vacant  land  a(l- 
joining  the  lot  on  which  the  Chapman  School- 
hor  se  stands,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  said 
school ;  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land  on  or  near 
Ashland  street.  West  Roxbury,  and  erect  thereon 
a  schoolhouse  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of 
both  grammar  and  primary  classes;  that  the  City 
Council  furnish  accoi'imodations  for  an  addi- 
tional primary  school  in  the  Charlestown  Prescott 
School  District,  and  for  such  alterations  in  the 
Prescott  Schoolhouse  as  are  necessary  to  secure  a 
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passageway  from  one  coirulor  to  the  other;  also 
that  a  master's  room  be  titted  up  iti  said  school- 
house. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTKl). 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  Edward 
AVhitney  et  al.,  for  the  wideiiiu})'  of  Jilue-Hill  ave- 
nue.   Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  I'erldns  of  Ward  IG— Petition  of  Theo- 
dore L.  Harlow,  captain,  for  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  at  I'pham's 
Corner.    Referred  to  Comndttee  on".>  rmories. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  AV'ard  1— Petitions  of  Nation- 
al l>ock  and  Warehouse  Company  et  al.,  that 
Lewis  street  be  paved.    Sent  up. 

KEPORTS  OF    COMMITTEES    SUnMITTBD. 

By  Mr.  Xoyes  of  Ward  5,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Xorthampton-street  District,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  order  relative  to  obtain- 
ing  legij-lative  authority  to  raise  the  grade  of 
Hampden  and  other  streets— Rejort  that  this  ter- 
ritory forms  about  a  third  part  of  the  Swett-street 
district,  so-called,  which  covers  an  area  of 
about  fifty  acres.  A  large  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory is  owned  by  a  few  individuals  who  have 
expressed  a  willingness  to  cooperate  with  the  city 
in  raising  the  grade  and  laying  out  new  streets. 
The  committee  recognize  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding suitable  drainage  and  streets  for  the  terri- 
tory before  it  is  covered  with  substantial  dwelling 
houses ;  but,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  attending 
the  operations  of  the  city  under  the  act  which  was 
obtained  in  the  case  of  the  Northampton-street 
district,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  apply  far 
additional  legislation  until  some  definite  plan  of 
Improvement  can  be  matured.  It  is,  moreover, 
somewhat  doubtful  whether  the  Legislature  would 
entertain  any  api)Iication  for  authority  to  take  or 
raise  the  grade  of  thi?  territory  at  tliis  stage  of 
the  session.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  bpin- 
ioE  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  pass  the 
order  at  this  time. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  refused 
a  second  reading. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets — Reports  severally  recommending 
the  reference  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers of  petition  of  Ralph  Haskins  et  al.,  that  May- 
iiard  and  Savin  streets  be  accepted  ;  that  it  is  iii- 
ex])edient  at  this  time  to  take  action  on  petition 
of  David  A.  Dunbar  et  al.,  that  a  new  avenue  be 
laid  out  fiom  Market  street  in  Brighton  to  Brattle 
square  in  Cambridge ;  and  that  it  is  inexpedient 
at  this  time  to  widen  Cross  street  from  Haymarket 
square  to  Commercial  street.    Severally  accepted. 

ADDITIONAL   WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  order  to  authorize  tlie  Cochit- 
uate  Water  Board  to  seize  the  water  of  Sudbviry 
River  and  Farm  Pond.  The  (luestion  was  put  and 
declared  carried. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  vote ;  a  division 
was  had  and  the  motion  prevailed— 33  for,  8 
against. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — There  is  no  doubt  that 
with  a  moderate  outlay  the  Mystic  water  supply 
could  be  improved,  and  the  capacity  of  available 
water  storage  increased  sufficiently  to  sui)ply  the 
demands  of  the  city  for  several  years.  The  prop- 
erty belongs  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  should,  in  ' 
any  event,  be  protected  and  the  water  kept  from 
pollution,  whether  we  adopt  other  sources  of  sup- 
ply or  not.  By  the  impi-ovement  of  the  Mystic, 
and  the  proper  connections  made  with  the  Cochit- 
uate,  we  should  always  feol  that  we  were  at  least 
partially  protected  against  accident  in  the  conduit 
or  reservoirs.  I  believe  in  bringing  into  use  all 
the  water  that  belongs  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
that  it  is  good  economy  to  have  a  liberal  supply. 
But  it  is  a  bad  policy  to  tax  the  people  for 
tae  water  which  is '  iiow  running  to  waste. 
The  water  now  running  to  waste  from  Lake  Co- 
chituate  costs  the  city  as  much  per  gallon  as  that 
which  we  are  using  today.  The  average  daily 
capacitv  of  the  lake  for  nineteen  years  is  21,089,850 
(page  51,  Document  103).  Messrs.  Kirkwood  & 
Francis  say  (page  28,  Document  134),  that  17,000,000 
gallons  per  day  are  all  that  should  be  drawn 
through  the  conduit.  Therefore,  between  four 
and  five  millions  of  gallons,  and  some  years  thrice 
that  amount,  must  run  to"  waste  until  a  new  con- 
duit is  built.  The  Water  Board  will  tell  you  to 
throw  away  one-half  of  the  Mystic  and  Cochitu- 
ate,  the  purest  water  that  the  country  affords,  and 
ask  us  lo  take  in  its  place  the  foul  "frog  spittle" 
water   direct    frsm    the  swamps    of   the    Sud- 


bury. They  are  not  willing  it  should  be 
mixe<l  with  the  pure  water  of  the  Cochituate 
and  there  take  its  chances  of  purification. 
Ill  1870  the  amount  of  water  used  from  the  lake 
was  5,477,810,000  gallons.  The  amount  wasted 
from  the  lake  the  same  year  was  4,818,971,000  gal- 
lons— over  thirteen  millions  of  gallons  per  day 
wasted — ^almost  as  much  as  was  used  (page  51, 
Document  103).  With  these  facts  before  us,  I  con- 
tend that  the  city  of  Boston  must  ultimately  come 
to  the  conclusi«n  to  build  anotlier  conduit  over 
the  Cochituate  route,  whether  the  Sudbury 
River  plan  is  adopted  or  not.  The  people 
will  never  consent  to  pay  away  their  money 
for  the  unpurified  water  of  Sudbury  River, 
while  thirteen  million  gallons  per  day  of  pure 
water  are  running  to  waste  at  Lake  Cochituate. 
With  an  additional  conduit  we  should  utilize  the 
water  now  running  to  waste  over  the  lake,  and  we 
should  then  receive  the  benefit  of  the  reservoirs, 
which  we  cannot  have  without  a  greater  capacity 
of  outlet  from  the  lake.  As  it  is  at  the  present 
time,  if  we  should  drawdown  the  reservoirs  for 
the  purpose  of  having  them  filled  when  heavy 
rains  come,  we  could  not  fill  them  up  again,  be- 
cause we  are  drawing  from  the  r  jservoirs  for  the 
necessary  supply  as  fast  as  we  can  draw  it  from 
the  lake ;  hence  the  reservoirs  are  of  no  use  as  a 
source  of  storage.  These  important  facts  cannot 
reasonably  be  denied.  Now,  suppose  that  an  addi- 
tional conduit  be  built,  whenever  the  surplus 
water  of  the  lake  is  needed,  or  as  soon  as  it  is 
found  expedient,  and  the  necessai-y  improvements 
are  carried  cut  in  the  Mystic,  at  a  cost  for  both  of 
about  two  and  a  halt  millions,  we  will  then 
have  an  ample  supply  for  ten  years  or  more. 
And  if  at  any  time  we  should  find  the  need  of  a 
further  supply,  all  we  will  have  to  do  is  to  hoist 
the  gate  at  Farm  Pond,  and  in  a  moment  you  will 
set  the  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  water  roar- 
ing down  into  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  Thus  you 
will  have  paid  out  but  little  money,  and  there  will 
be  no  increase  of  the  water  debt ;  you  will  have 
the  water  at  such  times  as  you  need  it,  and  save 
the  enormous  sum  of  ten'  millions  of  dollars. 
There  may  be,  however,  no  immediate  necessity 
for  all  of  these  improvements.  The  Mystic  will 
furnish  us  the  most  water  for  the  least  expendi- 
ture of  money,  and  it  should  receive  immecbate  at- 
tention. To  allow  the  pollution  of  the  Mystic 
water  to  continue  against  the  prayers  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  would  leave  a  disgraceful  stigma 
upon  any  civilized  people,  and  of  course  we  can- 
not allow  it  to  exist  any  longer. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—1  think  I  shall  earn 
the  gratitude  of  the  Council  by  studying  brevity 
in  wbat  I  shall  say,  but  it  is  a  difficult  subject  to 
practise  brevity  upon.  It  is  not  less  fortunate 
than  rare  that  a  measure  proposed  to  the  Council 
for  action  excites  such  attention  and  investigation 
outside  this  body.  The  subject  is  so  comprehen- 
sive and  many-sided,  it  embraces  such  extensive 
details  that  the  necessarily  limited  time  to  which 
most  of  us  are  confined  is  insufficient  to  give  the 
investigation  required  to  thoroughly  master  it. 
And  I  doubt  not  but  that  I  express  the  sentiment 
of  a  large  number  of  this  Council,  as  well  as  my 
own,  when  1  acknowledge  the  obligation  we  are 
under  for  the  information  that  has  come  to  us 
from  public-spirited  citizens  through  the  press 
and  otherwise.  In  this  way  the  able  reports  of 
our  City  Engineer,  the  Water  Board  and  Water 
Committee  have  been  supplemented  with  facts  of 
great  value.  It  may  not  be  too  much  to  assume 
now  that  having  the  evidence  before  us  so  fully, 
we  have  little  to  do  but  examine  it  and  form  our 
conclusions.  And  it  may  be  well  not  to  forget 
that  none  of  the  reports  or  testimony  before  us, 
whether  official  or  otherwise,  are  clothed  with 
authority,  or  can  shield  us  from  the  responsibility 
of  deciding  for  ourselves  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question.  The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  those  ad- 
vocating the  Sudbury  project.  It  is  clearly  in- 
cumbent upon  them  "to  show  first,  that  a  large 
additional  water  supply  for  the  city  is  necessary ; 
and  secoml,  that  the  Sudbury  project,  everj-thing 
considered,  is  equally  or  more  feasible  than  any 
other.  It  will  readily  be  conceded  that  nothing- 
less  than  absolute  necessity  can  justify  a  great 
expense  in  this  direction,  in  our  present  finan- 
cial condition — a  condition  which  renders  econo- 
my of  vital  importance.  Now  I  shall  undertake 
to  show  by  the  joint  testimony  of  our  City  En- 

fiueer,  the  eminent  engineers  Kirkwood  & 
rancis  and  our  Water  Committee,  that  we  have 
now  within  our  control,  in  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  basins,  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  until  the 
year  1890.    On  page  nine,  City  Document  thirty- 
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eight,  the  latest  report  from  our  City  Engineer, 
and  therefore  presumably  the  best  and  most  re- 
liable, our  City  Engineer  assume?  and   uses    as 
a   basis    for     calculation,    that    Cochituate    will 
ylCid  sixteen  million-*  per  diem  as  a  minimum, 
and  bv  his  calculation  of  the  Mystic  watershed, 
that  being    one-half     greater,  should    therefore 
yield  one-half  more,  that  is,  twenty-four  milhons. 
It  is  admitted  to  be  fair  to  use  the  Cochituate 
watershed  as  a  basis  of  comparison  to  determine 
the  amount  procurable  from  the  Mystic.    Kirk- 
wood  &  Francis  say  that  the  geological  charac- 
ter of   the    two   basins    is    analogous.    It  then  is 
clear,  upon  consei-vative  testimony,  beyond  reason- 
able question,  that  we  now  have  40  millions  as  a 
daily  supply.    The  City  Engineer  concedes  that 
the  'increase  of  population  for  the  remainder  ot 
the  century  will  not  be  in  a  ratio  greater  than  thirty 
per  cent,   per  decade  outside  the  Mystic  district, 
andKirkwood&Francis,whom  no  one  wiil  accuse 
of  open  hostility  to  the  Sudbury  project,  estimate 
the  increase    in   the    Mystic  district  at  forty  per 
cent,  per  decade  during  the  remainder  of  the  cent- 
ury.   They  also  in  their  report  notice  the  fact  that 
as"''ities  augment  in  size  the  ratio  of  increase  di- 
minishes,   and  it  is  true  that  the  city  proper  only 
increased  about   one-half  of  thirty  per  cent,  dur- 
ing the  la?t  decade  ;  that  is,  from  18B0  to  1870.    But 
assuming  that  the  two  districts  will    increase  re- 
spectively at  the  rate  of  thirty  and  forty  per  cent., 
which  certainlv  must  be  regarded  as  a  liberal  esti- 
mate, we  shall  "find  by  actual  calculation  that  our 
population,  inclusive    of    annexed  territory,  will 
equal  in  1890    about    six   hundred  thousand.    The 
Water  Committee  say  in  their  report,  City  Docu- 
ment No.  38,  that  sixty  gallons  for  each  inhabitant 
per  diem   should,   and   probably    will    be,  ample. 
Therefore  we  shall  need,  at  sixty  gallons  per  in- 
habitant (or  (1,000,000  gallons   per    100,000    inhab- 
itants),   36,000,000    gallons  for  our  population  of 
600,000  in    1890.    But   the  evidence  shows  that  we 
shall  have    40,000,000   galhnis   then,  which  would 
give  us  a  margin  of  4,000,000  in  a  dry   season,  and 
from  15,000,001)  to  25,000,000  in   an   ordinary  or  wet 
season.    This    calculation   is    on   the  assumption 
that  we  take  no  effective  measures  in  the  mean- 
time to  check   the    confessedly   great   Maste  con- 
stantly occurring.    No  one  will  credit  that  a  daily 
supply  of  sixty  gallons  for  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  our  city  is  either  required   or  used,  mak- 
ing all    due    allowance    for   consumption  for  me- 
chanical purposes.    The  only   reasonable  conclu- 
sion is  that  a  large  proportion   of   this    amount  is 
■wasted.      The    Water    Kegistrar    estimates    the 
amount  wasted  at  one-third  of  the   entire  supply. 
Upon  what  business  principle  is  it  proposed  to  in- 
cur a  large  expenditure  for  an  additional  supply, 
when  a  large  portion  of  that  which  we  now  have 
is  not  utilized?    Every  gallon  of  water  that  comes 
into  our  city  represents  property  of  the  city.    It 
has  cost  the  city  a  definite  sum  of  money,  and 
should  be  guarde'd  as  zealously  as  any  other  kind 
of  public  property.    A  strong  argument   in  favor 
of  the  introduction  of  water   metres  generally  is 
that   now,  valuable  property  of   the  city,— costly 
enough,   certainly,— is    intrusted   to   individuals 
who  are  coin})aratively  held    to    no  responsibility 
for  the  use  or  waste  of  it.    And  I  believe   that  by 
employing  proper  safeguards    we  can  secure  all 
the  water  for  an  abundant  supply    during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  century.    But,  without  any  greater 
economy  than  is   now"  shown,   it  is  clear  that  we 
have  an  abundance  for  years  to  come,  as  long  and 
longer  than  any   prudent   man  would    anticipate 
his  wants.    Especially  is  this  true  when  we  reilect 
that  we  can  have  no  competition  for  water  supply 
which  we  shall  not  always  be   bound  to  recognize, 
and  to  which  our  own  supply  must  always  be  sub- 
ject.   Therefore  whenever  it  may   become    neces- 
sary we  can  reenforce  from  the  "Sudbuiy  or  Shaw- 
sheen,  or   from    any   other    source  deemed   most 
practicable,  and  save  the  immense  load  of  interest 
which  we  must  carry  if  we  enter  upon  this  Sud- 
bury scheme  now. 

It'doubtless  will  seem  to  many  rank  heresy  to 
claim  that  Cochituate  water  is  not  the  best  in  the 
world,  and  much  of  the  opposition  to  the  use  of 
the  Mystic  water  is  due  to  a  supposed  supeiiority 
of  Cochituate  over  the  Mystic.  This  is  a  mistake. 
For  drinking  purposes  Mystic  is  fully  equal  to 
Cochituate ;  and  many  respectable  persons,  hav- 
ing practical  experience  of  both,  pronounce  the 
Mystic  superior.  The  objections  formerly  offered 
to  it  by  the  citizens  of  Ward  1  were  all  removed 
when  "the  water  pipes,  which  had  become  foul 
from  long  use  as  terminal  pipes,  were  cleaned. 
The  highest  medical  authority  awards  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  Mystic,  for  the  reason  that  hard  water 


is  preferable  to  soft  for  domestic,  though  not  for 
mechanical  purpose:>.  An  article  in  Braithwaite's 
Retrospect — an  acknowledged  authority  in  Europe 
— is  conclusive  on  this  point  in  its  sanitary  aspect. 
On  page  24,  of  the  January  number,  it  says— (the 
article  is  written  by  the  'editor  of  the  Medical 
Press  and  Circular) — 

"[There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  conven- 
ience of   using  soft  water,  but   there    are    grave 
doubts  as  to  trie  suitability  of  soft  water  for  the 
supply  of  large  towns.]    On  reference  to  a  report 
of  Dr.  Letheby's,  we  find  he  gives  the  mean  mor- 
tality per  1000   in    an    average  of   five  years  of 
twenty  English  towns,  and  with  a  water  supply 
of  ten  degrees  of  hardness,  and  in  another  group 
of     thirteen,   with    a    water    supply   under    ten 
degrees.     In   the   first    division  we   find   placed 
nine     larg^e     towns  —  Portsmouth,    Wolverhamp- 
ton,  Nottingham,    Hull.  Southampton,  Reading, 
Ely,  Chelmsford  and    Gloucester  —  and    each,  it 
appears,  has    an    average     death     rate    of    21.9 
per  1000.    In  the  second  division  are  the  names 
of  the  towns  we  will  not  specify,  but  the  average 
death  rate  reaches  the  unenviable  position  of  28 
per  1000.    So  that  here  we  once  more  meet  with  an 
unrleniable  proof  of  the  superior  salubrity  of  those 
towns  supjdied  with  hard  water  as  compared  with 
those  obliged  to  put  up  with  a  soft-water  supply. 
And,  furthermore,  as  to  the  health  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  such  towns,  we  find  it  stated,  upon  good 
authority,  that  in  the  towns  last  referred  to  diar- 
rhoea prevails  as  a  chronic  complaint.    In  other 
countries,  also,  this  is  the  case ;  take,  for  instance, 
the  Netherlands  or  the    city  of  Boston,  United 
States.    The  latter  town  derives  its  water  supply 
form  Lake  Cochituate,  and  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants is  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition  .at 
the  present  moment.    Dr.  Hayes,  in  a  jisiper  pub- 
lished in  Silliman's  American  Journal  of  Science, 
tells  us  that  the  wiiter  of  this  languid  lake  eon- 
tains     "numerous      animalcules,"  fresh     water 
sponges,  crustaceous  and  an  abundance  of  ochry 
matter.    It  is  only  consistent  to  find,"  says  the 
same  author,  "an  affinity  to  putrid    water,  and 
there   are   periods    of  the    year   during   which  it 
closely  approaches  to  this  character."    In  October 
last,  "the  water  supply  had  become  most  offensive 
and  the  water  fleas  had  attained  to  an  unusual  size 
and  quantity,  so  much  so  that  the  cotton  filters 
were  closed  by  their  dead  bodies,  and  after  such  a 
statement  as  this,  it  will  surprise  no  one  to  find  by 
the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Massachusetts  that   Boston  is    most   unsanitary, 
and  that  typhoid  fever,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery 
are  sweeping  off  thousands;  that  there  is  filtlii- 
ness  within  and  squalor  and  disease  without,  and 
that  the  \\  aiers  from  the  foul  streams  are  mingled 
with    human  excrement;  nevertheless    they   are 
habitually  used  for  drinking   and    washing   the 
clothes  of  the  people  who  live  in  the  most  aristo- 
cratic quarters.      Few   who   have    followed    the 
water  inquiry  with  any  attention  will  fail  to  see 
that  collateral  evidence  and  argument  in  every 
way  demonstrate  the  superiority  of  hard  against 
soft  water  and  will  understand  why  the  commis- 
sioners of  Paris  and  Vienna  decided  in  favor  of 
hard  water  for  the  inhabitants  of  these  cities.    Of 
the  waters  selected  for  Paris,  we  may  point  to 
those  of  St.  Philbert  and  Armentieres,  brought 
from  a  distance  of  about  eighty  miles  and  each 
with  an  average  hardness  of   12.46   per   gallon ; 
while  for  Vienna,  the  famed  Kaiserbrunnen  and 
Stixenstein    show  an  average    hardness  of  10.82 
per  gallon.      It  is    scarcely    credible,  with  such 
facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  that  any  man,  or 
any   body  of   men,   should    be   found   ready   to 
bring    surface  water    into   our   towns    and   pro- 
nounce it  fit  for  "every  domestic  purpose." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  veiy  remarkable,  that 
with  the  exhaustive  information  which  has  been 
brought  tons  from  certain  directions,  no  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  city  by  the  Water  Board.  It  is  true  that  in 
the  yea'r  1872,  the  year  that  Sudbury  River  was  in- 
troduced, the  death  rate  increased  37  per  cent, 
over  th.at  of  1871,  and  deducting  deaths  from  small- 
pox from  both  years  the  increase  is  still  25  per 
cent,  for  1872,  and  the  increase  in  percentage  was 
largely  in  that  class  of  diseases  which  medical  au- 
thority attributes  to  an  impure  wai  er  supply  as 
a  cause.  AVe  have  had  our  engineer  and  chemist 
to  pronounce  upon  the  water  question,  but  no  phy- 
sician, when  it  is  conceded  that  disease  and  death 
may  lurk  in  water  and  yet  yield  no  sign  to  chemi- 
cal analysis.  The  State  Board  of  Health  have 
warned  us,  and  yet  we  apparently  have  not  heeded 
it.  The  City  Registrar,  in  his  report  for  1872,  pro- 
nounces our  death  rate  appalling;  a  rate,  notwith- 
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standing- our  healthful  location,  not  exceeded  by 
hut  one  city  in  the  country;  a  death  rate  preater 
than  that  of  St.  Louis,  of  Menijihis,  of  Mobile,  and 
equal  to  that  of  New  Orleans.  If  medical  testi- 
mony can  be  relied  upon,  no  small  portion  of  the 
increase  in  the  death  rate  is  fairly  attributable  to 
a  failure  to  properly  purify  our  sources  of  water 
supply.  And  by  adopting  the  Sudbury  scheme  we 
go  still  further  in  the  wrong  direction,  since  it  is 
not  proposed— nor  is  the  cost  of  so  doing  included 
in  the  estimate — to  clear  the  i)roposed  storage  ba- 
sins of  their  accumulatiou.s  of  peat  and  muck,  as 
it  is  not  practicable,  and  they  therefore  must  be 
perennial  sources  of  pollution.  Instead  of  being 
the  last  consideration,  or  no  consideration  at  aU, 
absolute  purity,  so  far  as  it  is  attainable,  should 
be  the  first.  And  if  i)uritication  shall  be  promoted 
as  the  result  of  this  investigation  anJ  discussion, 
all  the  time  so  consumed  will  have  been  well 
spent. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  said  when  the  majority 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Water  was  presented, 
that  I  was  not,  neither  did  I  think  any  of  my  asso- 
ciates, and  I  will  cheerfully  incUnle  my  friend 
from  Ward  12,  who  presented  his  views  in  a  minor- 
ity, now  committed  or  bound   to  any  particular 
scheme  for  a  suppiy  of  water,  any  further  than  a 
somewhat  protracted  and  frequent  investigation 
of  the  subject  might  have  apiiealed  to  our  reason- 
able convictions.    And    I   believe,  today,  that  we 
are,  one  and  all,  free  to  hear  and  to  judge  without 
prejudice  upon  any  scheme  that  may  be,  or  has 
been,  urged  for  the  best  good  of  the  city  we  are 
all    trying   to    represent.    We  have  heard  in  this 
room  some  hints,  we  have   heard,  abroad  and  in 
the  newspapers,  strong  insinuations,  that  there  is 
some  pet  project  in  view,  some  "ring,"  as  it  is 
popularly  called  in  these  times,  for  the  helping  on 
of  the  Sudluiry-River  project.  I  desire,  therefore, 
to  add  with  emphasis  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1,  that  in  my  experience  here, 
since  the  first  of  January  last,  and  I  have  been  a 
pretty  con.stant  visitor  at  all  times,  I  have  never 
seen  a  single  circumstance,  or  heard  a  single  word 
evincing  the  least  interest  in  this  scheme,  except 
from  those  members  of    the  City  Council  whose 
right  and  duty  it  is  to  investigate  and  lUscuss  it. 
Without  any  attempt  at  special  pleading  or  argu- 
ment    at     this     time,    I    wish    to    present   very 
briefly  a  few  considerations  that  seem  of  impor- 
tance    to     me,    and    which,     taken     into     con- 
sideration     with     what      has      been      so     well 
said,  may  I  trust  be  no  hindrance  at   least  to  an 
intelligent  and  right  conclusion  in  this  matter — a 
matter  of  as  much  importance,  as  affecting  the 
health,  protection  and  financial  condition  of  this 
city,  as  wiU  be  likely  to  be  placed  in  the  decision 
of  any  City  Council  that  will  ever  occupy  these 
seats.    For  the  decision  of  this  great  question,  we 
certainly  must  admit  that  we  h.^ve  at  disposal  the 
most  thorough  reports  of  experts  and  the  most 
minute  data,  with  the  cumulative  experience  of 
the  past  years.    But  we  have  seen  so  much,  we 
have  read  so  much,  and  we  have  talked  so  much 
during  the   long   time  that  this  subject  has  been 
exciting  attention,  that  I  fear  sometimes  we  are 
drifting  away  from  the  solid  considerations  that 
demand  our  earnest  tnouglit;  we  are  disposed  to 
set  up  our  theories  for  standard  truth  ;  to  dispute 
the  facts  and  figures  of  those  whom  we  should 
recognize  as  authority;  and  to  conjure  up  circum- 
stances that  have  no  real  existence,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  again  demolishing  them  with  ar- 
gument.   You  have  asked  your  Engineer  to  report 
upon  different  schemes  and  plans  for  a  supply  of 
water.    He    has    answered   you   fully  and  intelli- 
gently.   There  are  matters  in  his  reports  open  to 
judgment  and  criticism,  because  they  are  matters 
upon  which,  as  business  men,  we  ought  to  have 
some  practical  knowledge  ;   but  in  so  far  a~s  they 
relate  largely  to  questions  of  excavation,  of  con- 
struction, of  strength,  flowages  and  matters  of  civil 
and  hydraulic  engineering,  I  want  to  know  what 
/  can  do,  but  pin  my  faith  in  such  questions  as 
these  latter  to  his  skirts,  and  throw  upon  him  die 
responsibility.    Now  have  you  got  a  competent 
Engineer?    If  you  have  not, then  let  us  have  one, 
or  let  us  have  a  commission  of  engineers  to  ex- 
amine his  statements  and  figures.    I  am  not  here 
specially  as  his  defender,  but  I  cannot  forbear  a 
word  in  his  behalf,  when  he,  being  in  a  position 
where  he  cannot  reply,  finds  his  statements  per- 
verted as    I   have  heard  them  in  a  public  place 
within  a  week,  his  sincerity  questioned,  and  a 
strong    disposition    evinced   to"  deny   facts    and 
figures  which  his  position,  investigation  and  ex- 
perience should  make  almost  standard  authority. 
I  have  known  the  gentleman  but  a  short  time. 


but  I  think  it  no  more  than  absolute  justice  to  add 
to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from   Ward  9 
my  own  conviction  of  the  patience,  courtesy,  and 
remarkable  freedom  from  bias,  with  which  he  is 
always  ready  and  willing  to  discuss  this  question 
with  any  member  of  tlie  City  Council.    Nor   do  I 
infer  that  his  views  are  so  widely   different  from 
some  of  those  expressed  here,  as  "might  at  first  be 
supi)()sed.    I  harilly  think  he  would  agree  with, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Mr.  Warren),  but  I 
.  ilo  think  he  would  coinciile  with  the  gentleman 
from  the  same  Ward  (Mr.  Dean)  that  everything 
ought    not    to    be    sacrificed    to     "gravitation" 
in    a    water    scheme,     and     that     he    will    ad- 
mit,   other    things    being    equal,    that    no    ob- 
jection   exists  to  "pumping."    And    there    is   no 
sort   of   doubt   that  he  as    well  as  others  have 
always     inclined    to    the    Charles    as  a    source 
of    supply,    if  it    could  be    had,    thereby   agree- 
ing with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who  has  in 
so  fair  and  interesti'ig  a  manner  recently  given  us 
his  ideas    on  this  subject/    Let  us  look  a  Tittle  at 
the  origin  of  this  qviestion  before  us.    Two  years 
ago    rhe  whole   public  mind  was  greatly  excited 
uijon  this  matter  of  a  water  supply — the  failure  of 
Lake  Cochituate  to  furnish  the  "necessary  daily 
amount  required,  and  what  seemed  at  the  time  to 
be  the  certain  attendant  results,  viz.,  the  restric- 
tion of  what  we    had  to    domestic   purposes  only; 
the  effect  of  this  on  manufacturing  and  insurance 
interests ;  the  incidents  of   the  great   fire  in  1S72, 
and  the  discovery  of  the  insufficiency  and  condi- 
tion of   the   pipes  in  the  streets,  the" state  of  the 
Cochituate  conduit,   the  sanitary  considerations 
arising  from   the  loss  of    a  bountiful  sujiply   of 
water — all  these  things  conspired    to  cause  a  f/e- 
rnuml   at   that   time  for  an    abundant  source  of 
water,  one  not  only  abundant  for  the  present,  but 
for  the  distant  fuiure.    The  tone  of  the  city  press 
at  tlie  time,  and    of  all  those  who  had  given  the 
subject   attention,  or  who   v.ere    directly  or  indi- 
rectly interested  in  it,  is  conclusive  in  the  matter. 
In  answer  to    this  demand  so  unequivocally  ex- 
pressed, the  Water  Board  after  inquiry  and  inves- 
tigation, selected  Sudbury  River  as  the  source  of 
supply.  In  due  course  the  City  Council,  the  neces- 
sary legislation  having  been  procured,  auLUorized 
appropriations,  and  the  work  went  on,  and  is  now 
going  on.    The  jtrojcct  has  bee?),  really  and   sub- 
stantially ailopted.    But  owing  to  a  technical  de- 
ficiency in  the  orders,  and  to  supply  that  deficien- 
cy, the  whole  subject  is  again  at  this  time  opened. 
Now  what  is  the  difference  between  the  require- 
ments of  today,  and  those  of  two  years  ago?    Ai-e 
they  any  less?    Has  the  acquisition  of  more  terri- 
tory in  any  way  reduced  the  necessity  for  the  care 
of  Its  health  and  protection  ?    Have  we  forgotten 
so  soon  our  fright  of  two  years  since,  and  are  we 
waiting  for  some  new  cause  of  alarm?    It  is  quite 
possible     that   the    annexation  of    Chaiiestowu, 
which  to  many  minds  was  the  same  thing  as  an- 
nexing   an   inexhaustible    supply  of  water,  may 
have  contributed  to  allay  the  fear  of  a  short  sup- 
piy.   Undoubtedly  the  financial  panic  of  last  sea- 
son, the  shrinkages  in  values  of  all  kinds,  the  re- 
action of  the  inflated  business  of  six  or  eight  years 
past,  and  tne  large  expenditures  of  the  city  in  va- 
rious necessary  forms,  have  been  potent  elements 
in  the  reconsideration  of  the  scheme,  and  in  bring- 
ing it  just  where  it  should  be  brought,  to  a  ques- 
tion of  necessity  and  finance.    The  real  question 
then  is,  is  the  city  prepared,  and  is  it  for  its  best 
interests  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  construction  of 
works,  that  shall  insure  to  it  not  only  a  sufliciency 
of  water  for  today,  but  also  an  abundant  supply 
for    the     future?    or    is   it    the    best   financial 
policy   to    adopt   some    temporary    expedient   to 
meet  our  requirements  for  a  few  years,  and  thus 
for  a  time  postpone  the  larger  expenditure  ?    All 
agree  as  to  our  wants,  and  that  at  no  distant  day 
they  must  be  met.      Which   is  the  truest  and  best 
economy,  to  meet  the  question  now  or  then — five, 
perhaps  eight  years  hence?    This  is  the  question 
as  it  seems  to  liie,  and  strong  considerations   may 
be  adduced  on  either  side  of  it.    This  is  not  a  ques- 
tion for  your  City  Engineer  to  answer,  but  he  gives 
you  statistics  which  will  help  an  iutelligent  judg- 
ment upon  it.    If  gentlemen  believe  that  a  tcinpo- 
raru  supply  is,  on  the  whole,  most  desirable  now, 
we    have    the    choice    of   various   sources  —  the 
Charles,    Shawsheen,    Mystic    and    others.      My 
friend  from  Ward  12  (Mr.  Dean)  gave  us.  recently, 
his  views  in  regard  to  such  a  supply  from  the  3lys- 
tic.    I  have  no  desire  to  criticise  his  remarks  very 
closely.    I  know  his  sincerity  and  earnestness,  and 
though  I  see  some  natural  inclination  to  favor  his 
own  position  and  make  it  very  strong,      I    do  not 
intend  the  attempt  to  dissect  them  thoroughly.    I 
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Came  into  this  Council  as  strongly  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  Mystic  and  its  abundance  as  he  could  de- 
sire, and  though  my  views  of  its  capacity  as  a  x>er- 
manent  supply  for  Boston    have   been    somewhat 
modified,  1  still  think  that  it  is  the  proper  resort 
for  a  temporanj  purpose,  believing  that  its  whole 
capacity  will  soon  be  wanted  for  the  territory  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Charles,  which  it  was  specially 
intended  to  supply.  I  may  properly  notice  one  or  two 
of  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
as  I  think  he  misapprehends  some  points  on  which 
he  speaks.    I  think  we  should  remember  that  the 
strength  of  a  chain  is  the  strength  of  its  weakest 
link,  and  that  all  this  question  of  water  has  come 
up,  because  years  ago,  errors,  as  now  demonstrat- 
ed, were  made   in   regard   to   means  of  supply — 
capacity  of  works,  consumption,  waste,  and  many 
other  considerations  which  experience  has  taught, 
but  which  then  hardly  entered  into  the  calcula- 
tions made.    Concede  then  that  some  supply  riiay 
be  had  from  the  Mystic.    How  much  ?    You  have 
never  yet  asked  your  Engineer  for  an  estimate  for 
a  scheme  for  temporanj  purposes,  which  1  think 
should  be   done,    although    the    question  is  inci- 
dentally and  partially  answered  in  the  reports  on 
the  larger  subject.    I  am  glad  to  notice  that  the 
gentleman   from    "Ward   12   (Mr.  Dean)   indorses 
Messrs.  Kirkwood   &    Francis    as   scientitic  and 
reliable  authority.    They  state  that  by  an  expen- 
diture of  §1,408,000  a  supply  for  Boston  of  about 
5,000,000  gallons  daily  may  be  obtained,  not  8,000,000 
as  claimed  by  him,    and  are  of  opinion   that  this 
supply  will  be  needed    before  one  from  the  Sud- 
bury can  be  made  available  (City  Doc.  1873,  J«o. 
134,  page  17).    They  make  no  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  obtaining  8,000,000  gallons  from  the  Mystic,  and 
the  inference  is  fair  that  they  did  not  consider  it 
wise  to   attempt    to   secure    such  a  supply.    The 
gentleman    quoting    them,   says    that   a  "supply 
of  8,000,000  gallons  may   be  had  from  the    M>stic 
untU    1882.     The    table    of   "errata"    states   that 
1882  is  a  misprint  for  1880.    The  substance  of  their 
conclusions  is,  that  for  an  expenditure  of  §1,400,- 
000,  a  total  .supply  for  the  use  of  both  sides  of  the 
river  of  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  millions  per  diem 
may  be  obtained  in  the  dry  year ;  and  one  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  this  in  an  ordinary  year.     But 
Would  it  be  wise  to  risk  the  failure  of  abundant  sum- 
mer rains  during  the  next  six  or  seven  years?  and 
would  it  not  be  the  highest    prudence   in    an  ex- 
penditure in  this  direction  to  secure  the  amplest 
storage  facilities  ?    A  dry  season  will  affect  both 
Cochituate  and  Mystic,  and  a  deficit   in   one    can 
hardly  be  made  good  from  the  other.    In  1871  the 
Cochituate   yielded    13,000,000   gallons    daUy,  and 
closed  the  year  with    almost    an  empty  lake.    In 
1866  it  yielded  about  fifteen  million  gallons  per 
day.    If  to  t\\e  first  amount  be  added  the  fourteen 
or  fifteen  millions  to  be  had  from  the  Mystic,  the 
total  supply  from   both  will    be    twenty-seven    or 
twenty-eight  millions,  and    added   to  the   second 
amount,  twenty-nine  or  thirty  millions.    The  con- 
Sumption    from   both  works   m   1873   was    about 
twenty-five  and  a  half   millions ;    so   that  an  ex- 
penditure of  §1,400,000  on  the  Mystic  will  do  little 
more  than  place   the    city  in  a  safe  condition  for 
three  or  four   years    to   come,  or   for  a  sufficient 
time  to  construct  new  works.    This  is  plainly  the 
view  of  Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis  on  page  17, 
Doc.  134,  where   they   speak   of  the  construction 
of   basins   two   and   four,    and   proceed  to  give 
an    approximate     estimate     of     cost     attending 
the   introduction    of    five     million     gallons    per 
day;   also  intimating  that  the   help    of  the    Cam- 
bridge  supply  might  be  useful ;  and  this  estimate 
does   not   include   cost   of   sewers,  etc.,  to   pre- 
serve  the   purity  of  the   water.     The   consump- 
tion in  Boston  last  year  was  nearly  eighteen  mil- 
lion  gallons  per  day.    Severe   restrictions   have 
been  jilaced  upon  the  ust  of  the  water,— fountains 
are  di-y,  and  even  the  "flushing"  of  pipes  has  been 
confined  to  the  least  practical  amount;  its  use  for 
power  and  other  purposes  has  ',een  largely   re- 
fused.   Is  it  the  best  policy  to  continue,  as  for  the 
past  few  years,  with  a  limited  supply?    Is  it  not 
wiser  to  relieve  this  feeling  of  uncertainty,  and 
meet  the  public  wish  by  a  course  that  shall  put  the 
question  at  rest  definitely  ?    There  are  manv  mat- 
ters connected  with  this  use  of  the  Mystic  works, 
such  as  the  capacity  of  the  delivery  pipes   from 
the  reservoir,  the  connections  between  the  Boston 
and  Charlestown  pipes,  the  loss  of  head  and  other 
circumstances,  all  which  have  a  direct  bearing  on 
this  question,  and  are  proper  subjects  for  the^  re- 
port of  an  engineer,  rather  than  for  the  specula- 
tion of  those  not  qualified  to  judge   of  them.    It 
seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that  a  small  supply, 
say  three  or  four  millions  daily,  may  be  had  from 


the  Mystic  at  a  slight  expense,— a  supply  of  five  or 
six  million  gallons  in  a  dry  season  may  he  had 
at  an  expenditure  of  a  little  over  a  million  dollars, 
and  that  to  derive  a  supply  of  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lion gallons,  the  construction  of  large  storage  ba- 
sins at  a  heavy  cost  will  be  required,  and  of  a 
character  which  it  would  be  fair  to  infer 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis  did  not  feel 
was  favorable  for  storing  water,  as  they 
make  no  estmiates  for  them.  (City  Document 
134,  page  12.)  But  if  the  Mystic  proves  unequal 
to  the  necessity  we  have  the  Shawsheen,  my 
friend  further  argues.  He  tells  us  that  the  river 
may  be  easily  and  cheaply  turned  into  the  Abajon- 
na,  and  thence  it  will  fiiid  its  way  into  Mystic 
Lake.  This  is  no  doubt  the  fact,  and  the  expense 
may  not  be  excessive ;  nevertheless,  the  cost  even 
with  such  works  is  large  per  million  gallons,  as  I 
am  led  to  think.  The  water  is  let  down  from  its 
river  height  of  100  feet,  to  be  pumped  from  tide 
level  into  the  reservoir  147  feet  above  at  a  large 
yearly  cost.  The  works  he  purposes  are  not  of 
that  permanent  and  substantial  character  whith 
it  is  usual  to  construct  for  like  purposes.  They 
might  prove  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  them 
would  far  offset  the  cheapness  of  construction. 
First-class  works,  it  seems  to  me,  .should  be  the 
basis  of  all  estimates  and  comparisons.  He  seems 
to  make  no  allowance  for  engines,  buildings,  cost 
of  pumping,  several  miles  of  large  mains,  etc.  It 
might  as  v.ell  be  claimed  that  if  Sudbury  River  is 
turned  into  Farm  Pond  or  Lake  Cochituate,  no 
further  expense  of  bringing  water  need  be  con- 
sidered. The  gentleman  devotes  much  space  to 
the  consideration  of  gravitation  and  pumping, 
comparing  one  with  the  other,  and  holding  up 
Charlestown  as  an  instance  of  the  profitable  re- 
sults of  the  latter  mode  of  supply.  As  a  matter  of 
/aci  this  latter  mode  has  been  profitable  there. 
It  has  already  paid  off  857,000  of  the  water  debt, — 
a  fund  of  §96,000  was  turned  over  to  the  City 
Treasurer  here  when  annexation  occurred, 
and  the  surplus  of  last  jear  was  some 
§40,000  over  and  above  water  interest  and 
cost  of  maintenance  of  the  works.  But  as 
a  matter  of  argument  and  comparison,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  city  of  Charles- 
town derived  the  same  water  rates  from  East 
Boston,  Somerville,  Chelsea  and  Everett,  where 
she  was  at  no  expenditure  for  distribution  pipes, 
as  in  her  own  limits.  If  the  cost  of  these  pipes  be 
reckoned  in  her  water  debt,  and  the  yearly  inter- 
est on  the  same  be  taken  into  the  account,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the.  profit  of  her  pumping 
would  be  materially  reduced,  though  it  would  not 
affect  the  gratifying /ac^  as  it  stands  today.  "All 
pumping  works  pay,"  says  my  friend,  "and  great 
gravitation  works  do  not  pay."  How  many  pump- 
ing works  "pay"  in  any  other  sense  than  gravita- 
tion works  pay?  The  cost  of  pumicing  is  a.  yearly 
expense  represencing  the  interest  on  a  certain 
amount  of  capital,  if  this  capital  will  cover  the 
extra  cost  of  gravitation,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
if  experience  and  information  is  wofth  anything, 
that  it  is  safer  to  adopt  and  will  pay  as  surely  as 
pum])ing.  If  the  Mystic  can  be  supplemented  by 
the  Shawsheen,  so  'can  the  Sudbury  be  by  the 
Charles,  if  necessary,  and  the  gentleman  admits 
the  Sudbury  Avatershed  to  be  7.25  miles  more  than 
the  Mystic  and  Shawsheen  combined.  The  Sud- 
bury and  Chailes,  from  which  the  water  may  be 
brought  in  a  single  conduit,have  a  combined  water- 
shed of  220  square  miles,  and  wiU  furnish  120.000 
to  150,000  gallb  I)  s  per  day.  I  notice  one  remaining 
matter.  It  is  said  that  "Mr.  James  R.  Baldwin 
writes  fiom  Rome  that  the  Mystic  should  be  cred- 
ited with  twenty-four  millions  instead  of  eighteen 
millions  daily.  No  one  denies  Mr.  Baldwin's  emi- 
nence,but  1  think  some  allowance  should  be  made 
for  his  confessed  lack  of  memory  or  familiarity  lat- 
terly with  thi-^  matter.  The  tone  of  his  letter 
would  seem  to  indicate  an  opinion,  that  if  the  Co- 
chituate is  equal  to  a  supply  of  eighteen  millions 
daily,  then  the  Mystic  s/iO(t/'/  be  equal  to  twenty- 
four  millions.  But  the  Cochituate  never  has  been 
called  upon  to  supply  eighteen  million  gallons 
daily,  and  many  years  it  has  yielded  considerably 
less  than  this  amount,  even  drawing  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  storage  capacity,  and  in  1871  it  gave 
only  thirteen  million  gallons  <laily,  exhausting 
itself.  If  the  hypothesis  is  wrong,  the  conclusion 
is  wrong.  My  f  nend  also  places  the  cost  of  the 
Mystic  at  §19  per  million  gallons,  as  showing  what 
a  blunder  the  city  once  made.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  by  what  calculation  he  obtains  that  §19. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  never  undertookto  com- 
pute it  at  all.    I  took  it  from  the  statement  of  the 
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Engineer,  upon  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  pins  his  faith. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21 — It  seems  to  me  that  tak- 
ing the  last  Mystic  renort,  and  reckoning  interest 
on  the  debt,  as  shoulu  be  done  in  matters  of  com- 
parison, it  will  amount  to  three  times  his  figures. 
The  report  of  the  Mystic  board  for  1871  (the  short- 
supply  year)  has  been  extensively  used  as  an  argu- 
ment for  the  capabilities  of  the  supply  from  the 
Mystic.  I  think  I  can  show  to  any  candid  man 
that  the  figures  do  not  bear  out  the  statements  re- 
garding tne  depth  of  water  overflow  and  the 
quantity  that  went  to  waste  that  year.  I  only 
allude  to  this  for  the  reason  named  above.  I  am 
not  here  to  decry  the  Mystic  works.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  believe  them  to  be  perfect  for  the  work 
they  were  designed  to  accomplish,  and  owing  to 
the  able  management  which  has  always  char- 
acterized them,  and  many  fortunate  circum- 
stances attending  them,  they  have  been  finan- 
cially, also,  a  success.  I  suppose  it  is  not 
questioned,  that  for  a  supplementary  supply 
they  are  ample.  And  in  what  I  have  said  I  have 
not  noticed  mv  friend's  remarks  in  any  captious 
spirit,  remem'bering  full  well  that  1  am  liable  to 
errors  and  misapprehensions,  and  only  hoping 
that  between  us  two,  and  indeed  from  "all  that  is 
temperately  and  fairly  said  here,  some  light  may 
be  evolved  and  some  aid  be  furnished  to  our  judg- 
ment on  the  subject.  Placing  my  faith  then 
where,  it  seems  to  me,  it  must  eventually  largely 
rest,  on  the  opinion  of  experts,  and  conceding  that 
a  temporary  supply  of  water  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Mystic,  but  for  a  permanent  and  ade- 
quate supply  we  must  look  elsewhere,  and  that 
"elsewhere''  has  been  determined  upon  as  the 
Sudbury  or  Farm  Pond,  the  question  comes 
back  to 'me.  Shall  we  take  the  temporary,  or  the 
permanent  and  costly  one?  I  have  occupied  so 
much  time  that  I  have  no  right  to  consume  more, 
at  lea«t  now,  in  arguing  in  regard  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case,  the  expectations  and  demands  of 
our  people  on  the  one  side,  or  the  great  cost  and 
expenditure  on  the  other.  I  hope  some  gentleman 
may  be  inclined  to  look  at  this  latter  view  of  the 
matter  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  ideas,  for  it 
is  certainly  a  view  to  be  thoughtfully  considered. 
In  the  financial  aspect  of  the  matter  I  have  made 
some  inquiry  of  the  Water  Registrar,  whom  all 
recognize  as  authority,  in  regard  to  the  restric- 
tions which  the  present  scarcity  of  water  puts 
upon  the  use  of  the  Cochituate',  the  consequent 
loss  of  income,  and  the  probable  increase  of  it, 
from  a  permanent  and  bountiful  source — and  I 
have  been  somewhat  astonished  at  the  facts  I 
have  learned  from  him  in  these  respects,  and  they 
have  gone  far  to  convince  me  that  no  narrow  or 
niggardly  policv  for  a  supply  should  now  prevail-. 
He  estimates  ttiat  the  increased  income  from  an 
unstinted  supply  would  be  soon  equal  to  the  inter- 
est at  six  per  cent,  on  an  expenditure  of  rising 
$6,000,000. 

There  is  one  other  consideration  I  venture  to 
mention,  and  f  hat  is  the  enormous  waste  of  water. 
We  are  talking  of  expenditures  for  supplementing 
and  supplying  at  a  cost  of  from  two  to  eight  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  the  Registrar  tells  you  that  near- 
ly one-third  of  the  water  that  does  come  to  us  is 
wasted,  a  large  portion  of  this  in  the  most  wanton 
and  heedless  manner.  And  yet  the  people  who 
have  to  pay  for  it  are  apparently  as  indifferent  as 
this  City  Council,  who  sit  here  to  represent  them. 
I  agree  with  my^friend  from  Ward  14,  that  there  is 
a  remedy  for  tliis  thing  if  we  have  the  courage  to 
take  hold  of  it.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have 
taken  all  the  time  I  should  at  one  session.  If  I 
have  said  anything  worthy  of  remembrance,  or 
that  shall  aid  in  the  decision  of  the  matter,  I  shall 
be  glad. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  sent  an  order  to  the 
Chair,  which  was  decided  out  of  order  at  that 
time,  as  another  subject  was  pending. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  be  specially  assigned 


for  half-past  eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening, 
and  that  the  final  vote  on  the  order  be  taken  on  or 
before  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  call  for  a  division  of 
the  question, 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  ordering  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  or 
before  ten  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — My  reason  for  making 
that  motion  is  this :  This  order  has  been  before 
the  Council  a  great  while,  and  we  have  discussed 
it  pretty  thorougldy.  After  consultation  with 
gentlemen  in  favor  and  opposed  to  the  measure,  I 
have  become  satisfied  that  one  evening  more  will 
be  sufficient  for  further  debate,  and  I  suppose 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  specially  assigning 
a  time  when  the  vote  should  be  taken.  We  cer- 
tainly ought  to  come  to  some  conclusion.  We 
have  a  large  corps  of  engineers  and  laborers  under 
pay.  and  if  this  matter  is  to  be  abandoned  it 
ought  to  be  done  forthwith ;  and  if  we  are  going 
ahead,  due  authority  should  be  given  to  the  Water 
Board  to  proceed.    "That  is  the  only  object  I  had. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  am  as  anxious  as  any- 
body that  there  should  be  no  delay,  but  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  has  raised  some  points  which 
I  should  like  to  satisfy  my  mind  upon.  I  hope  the 
motion  to  take  the  vote  wUl  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  suppose  the  order  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  intends  to  offer  has 
some  reference  to  this  question,  and  I  would  re- 
quest that  it  be  read. 

The  Chair  read  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Board- 
man,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed and  empowered  to  appoint  three  physicians 
who  shall,  at  their  earliest  opportunity,  examine 
and  report  upon  the  comparative  desirabililv.  on 
sanitary  grounds,  of  the  Sudbury,  Mystic,  Shaw- 
sheen  and  Charles  River  water ;  the  expense  of 
such  investigation  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Additional  Water  Supply. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—1  did  not  introduc  e 
that  order  for  the  purpose  of  delay.  My  own  im- 
pression from  the  course  this  discussion  has  taken 
was  that  an  earl  v  conclusion  would  not  be  reached. 
As  I  heard  Dr.  Clarke  say,  only  a  few  days  ago,  in 
this  City  Hall,  that  nothing  was  so  expensive  as 
disease  and  nothing  so  cheap  as  health,  and 
as  this  is  a  question  that  affects  the  pros- 
perity and  health  of  the  city,  and  as  med- 
cial  men  argue  that  there  is  a  special  increase  in 
certain  diseases  of  the  class  which  are  presumed 
to  be  caused  by  an  impure  water  supply,  I  thought 
this  a  question  which  should  be  investigated  by 
physicians.  Even  if  this  order  should  faU,  this  in- 
vestigation would  be  good  for  some  future  time. 
It  did  not  occur  to  me  that  there  should  be  any 
delay.  We  have  had  reports  from  the  engineers 
and  chemists,  but  none  from  medical  men. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— The  importance  of  that 
order  in  a  financial  view  is  illustrated  in  the  last 
report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  It  was  there 
stated  that  each  life  Afhich  the  city  of  Boston  lost 
had  cost  it  $12,000.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of 
people  who  die  in  Boston  every  year  or  what  num- 
ber the  percentage  of  increase  in  mortality  repre- 
sents:  but  I  am  sure  that  it  is  the  amount  given  to 
each  life,  and  it  is  a  pretty  large  sum  in  the  aggre- 
gate. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Lest  any  person  may  think 
I  am  pressing  this  thing  unduly,  after  consultation 
with  several  gentlemen  since  the  introduction  of 
this  important  order,  although  I  am  fearful  the 
discussion  may  be  prolonged  beyond  the  vacation, 
I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  order  offered  by  Mr.  Boardman  was  read 
once,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 
the  rule  was  suspended,  and  it  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldeimen, 

JUNE    8,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldeiman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIKMED. 

Constable— George  R.  Williams,  for  duty  in  the 
Health  Department. 

Police  Officers  for  duty  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment—H.  M.  Forristall,  E.  R.  Smythe,  George  R. 
Williams. 

Special  Police  Officers — Edward  A.  Miskelly, 
Charlestown  Cemetery ;  John  Shea,  SilTcr  street, 
between  A  street  and  Dorchester  avenue  ;  Thomas 
Calligan,  First  Religious  Society,  Roxburj';  Fred 
M.  Stanley,  India-wharf  Market;  John  H.  Brown, 
Faneuil-Hall  Market ;  Frederick  Grozinger,  Amo- 
ly  Grove,  Roxbury;  Charles  H.  Howe,  A.  T. 
Stearns,  lumber  yard,  Albany  street;  Melville  Du 
Crowe,  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

TACANCY  IN  THE    BOARD    OF    OVEBSEEES  OF  THE 
POOR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
transmittting  the  following  communication  and 
recommending  its  reference  to  the  appropriate 
committee : 

Boston,  June  8, 1874. 

To  His  Honor  Mayor  S.C.Cobb:  Dear  Sir— It 
becomes  my  painful  duty  to  notify  you,  and 
through  you  the  City  Council,  that  a  vacancy  ex- 
ists in  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  cavised  by  the  death  of  Dr.  George 
Fabyan.  Dr.  Fabyan  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  in  1869.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
position  in  an  efficient  manner,  was  a  pleasant 
associate  and  true  to  all  the  obligations  which  he 
owed  to  the  community  as  a  citizen.  He  died 
after  a  short  illness  on  the  26th  of  May  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four.  In  his  death  the  city  has  lost  a 
faithful  public  servant  and  the  poor  a  symijathiz- 
ing  and  zealous  friend.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
very  truly  yours, 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

HEARINGS  on  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Magazine  street,  be- 
tween George  and  Dudlev  ;  Third  street,  between 
O  and  P;  and  in  Hartford  and  High  streets,  were 
considered,  and  there  being  no  objection,  they 
were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  exiiediency 
of  removing  tree  from  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate 
of  Andrew  H.  Potter  on  Richmond  street,  in  AVard 
16,  was  considered. 

Mr.  Reuben  S.  Swan  appeared  and  objected  to 
the  removal  of  the  tree ;  it  does  not  obstruct  the 
sidewalk  at  all,  being  at  least  one-half  within  the 
line  of  the  estate  owned  by  Mr.  Potter ;  the  per- 
son who  desires  its  removal  does  so  because  it 
obstructs  the  view  up  the  street  from  his  bay  win- 
dow. Mr.  Swan  had  leased  the  premises  aiid  de- 
sired that  the  tree  should  not  be  removed  u^ntil 
autumn,  at  least,  after  the  promised  large  crop  of 
fruit  had  been  gathered. 

The  order  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

RECEPTION    OF    VISITORS    FROM    PHILADELPHIA. 

AldGrman  Prescott— Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  the 
honor  of  having  with  us,  this  afternoon,  a  dele- 
gation from  the  Select  and  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  I  know  that  the 
members  of  this  Board  will  feel  honored  in 
having  an  opportunity  to  be  introduced  to  the 
delegation  from  our  sister  city,  and  I  therefore 
move  that  a  recess  for  fifteen  minutes  be  taken. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  a  recess  of  fifteen 
minutes  was  taken,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  business  was  resumed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Charles  H.  Mer- 
ritt,  representing  that  he  received  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  permanent  Fire  Department  as  lad- 
derman  in  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  8,  in  the 
month  of  October  last,  and  that  he  has  performed 


the  duties  required  therein  until  the  1st  of  June, 
1874,  when  he  was  discharged  by  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners on  account  of  age;  that  in  April  he  was 
unjustly  fined  by  the  Fire  Coinmisi^ioners,  as  he 
believes,  for  attending  church  service  on  the  5th 
of  April,  he  having  an  order  to  do  so  from  Chief- 
Engineer  Dainrell,  but  a  charge  of  absent  with- 
out leave  was  preferred  by  the  then  temporary 
foreman,  and  he  was  discharged  without  a  fair 
trial,  as  he  believes,  and  sentenced  to  forfeit  two 
days'  pay,  which  was  deducted  from  his  pay,  he 
signing  the  pay  roll  under  protest  j  he  represents 
that  ten  days'  pay,  now  due,  is  withheld  by  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  and  he  asks  for  a  hearing. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survexi  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Timothy  H.  Libby,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Ames  street,  for  a  carriage 
shed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seivers.  S.  C.  Bixby,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  sewers  in  Shawmut 
avenue ;  J.  G.  Kelso  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  South 
Eden  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Lewis  Flan- 
ders &  Co.  et  al.,  truckmen,  that  the  proposed 
draw  on  Eastern-avenue  Bridge  be  not  located 
above  the  general  grade  of  said  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board.  Brice  S.  Evans,  for  leave  to  erect  three 
stables  of  brick,  stone  or  iron,  on  West  Camden 
street. 

John  Bruce,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  AVordsworth  street. 

James  O'Neil,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Green\vich  street. 

Chailes  H.  Volentine,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Xorth  Harvard 
street,  Brighton. 

W.  H  Richardson  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  occupation  by  G.  Tidd  of  a  stable  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue  and  Garden  street. 

Daniel  P.  Nichols,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  at  72  Dale  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  W.  Long 
for  grading  Centre  street,  between  Linwood 
square  and  Cedar  street. 

Winifred  Herner,to  be  paid  for  damages  caused 
by  change  of  grade  at  34  Newbern  street. 

National  Dock  and  Warehouse  Company  et  al., 
that  Lewis  street.  East  Boston,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

John  W.  Martin  el  al.,  that  Nashua  street  be  re- 
paved. 

William  WUson  et  al.,  for  removal  of  the  fence 
standing  across  the  end  of  West  Canton  street. 

Joseph  Ballard  et  al.,  that  Bromtield  street  be 
paved  with  small  granite  blocks. 

Thomas  Scollay,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Winship  street. 

J.  F.  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Western  avenue,Ward  19, 
be  put  in  order. 

Charles  L.  Healev  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  westerly  side  of  Walnut  avenue,  from  Town- 
send  street  to  Egleston  square. 

S.  A.  B.  Hastings  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Glenwood  .^itreet  be  laid. 

Thomas  Burroughs  et  al.,  that  East  Caslle,  be- 
tween Harrison  avenue  and  Washington  street,  be 
called  Mott  street. 

Jacob  Bleiler  et  al.,  for  the  grade  of  Mechanic 
street. 

Thomas  Bennett  et  al.,  that  Moon  street  be 
graded  and  paved. 

Citizens  of  East  Boston,  that  gates  be  placed 
across  the  Eastern  Railroad  tracks  on  Sumner  and 
Web.'ter  streets. 

Life  Baldwin  et  al.,  that  concrete  crossings  be 
laid  in  certain  streets  in  Brighton. 

Israel  G.  Whitney  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Water 
street,  between  Congress  and  Ivilby  streets,  be 
paved  with  wood,  for  the  following  reasons :  The 
street  is  narrow  and  the  walls  are  high,  thereoy 
greatly  increasing  the  noise  of  passing  teams,  anJl 
the  buildings  are  mostly  occ  pied  for  offices  and 
counting  rooms. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Bridget  Gateley  $400.  for  grade 
damages  on  Weston  and  Newbern  streets.  Passed. 

Order  to  amend  the  police  rules  so  as  "to  allow 
the  Chief  of  Police  to  suspend  from  duty  and  pay 
any  member  of  the  force  against  whoni  a  written 
complaint  shall  be  made,"  etc. 

Aldeiman  Hall— I  would  like  some  explanation 
of  this  order.  Any  party,  it  seems  to  me,  can  keep 
a  policeman  out  "of  his  pay  by  simply  preferring 
written  charges.  Unless  some  good  reason  is 
shown,  I  shall  oppose  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  object  of  this  order  is 
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that,  in  case  a  policeman  is  suspended  ami  is  not 
reinstated,  he  shall  receive  no  pay  from  the  time 
he  is  suspended  until  he  resio;ns  or  is  removf  d  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Until  recently  it  was  sup- 
posed that  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  such  pay ; 
but  it  has  been  decided  recently  he  is  entitled  to 
pay  until  he  is  removed  from  the  force  or  resigns, 
and  several  cases,  half  a  dozen  years  old,  have  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  for  payment.  Such 
an  order  ought  to  have  been  passed  years  ago. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  to  sprinkle  Stoughtou  street,  between 
Brook  avenu''  and  Pleasant  street,  at  an  expense 
to  the  city  not  exceeding  S900. 

Alderman  Harris — Do  I  understand  that  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  the  expense  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
abutters,  or  that  the  whole  expense  is  to  be  borne 
by  the  city  ? 

Alderman  Peters— The  abutters  will  pay  the 
same  amount  that  is  paid  by  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  "trustees  of  the  grammar 
school  in  the  easterly  part  of  Roxbury,"  and  oth- 
ers, $51-116  60,  for  land  damages  on  Brookside  ave- 
nue.   Passed. 

Order  for  Chief  of  Police  to  notify  owners  of 
signs  and  other  obstructions  which  project  into 
Washington  street  beyond  the  limit  defined  by 
law,  to  remove  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the 
Fire  Department  not  to  license  the  sale  of  any 
fireworks  at  retail. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  object  intended  by  the 
introduction  of  that  order  has  already  been  at- 
tained, the  Board  of  Engineers  having  passed  a 
vote  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  W.  Bartlett  §2500,  for  leave 
to  use  his  patent  torch  for  the  purpose  of  light- 
ing the  street  lamps,  during  the  term  of  said  pat- 
ent, or  any  renewal  thereof. 

Alderman  Harris— As  the  Board  is  aware,  not 
only  this  order  itself,  but  the  discussion  which  en- 
sued on  its  introduction  at  our  last  meeting,  have 
been  suppressed  in  the  official  report,  and,  there- 
fore, none  of  us  have  seen  the  order  in  print.  I 
believe  that  our  action  in  all  matters  of 
this  kind  should  be  open,  and  that  scru- 
tiny should  be  invited.  As  I  said  at  our 
last  meeting,  this  patent  torch  was  used 
in  the  city  of  Charlestown.  They  tested  it  to 
the  best  of  their  ability  and  deemed  it  inexpedient 
to  continue  its  use.  I  have  said  to  members  of 
this  Board  that  the  right  to  use  that  torch  was  of- 
fered to  the  city  of  Charlestown  for  §100,  but  the 
Government  declined  it,  even  at  that  price.  Now 
this  order  comes  in  here  to  pay  Mr.  Bartlett  §2500. 
We  have  no  report  from  the  committee  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  using  the  torch,  aid  we  are  asked  to 
pass  the  order  without  having  seen  it  in  print,  and 
having  an  opportunity  to  understand  it  in  all  its 
details.  With  the  knowledge  that  I  have  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  it.  It  is  possible  that 
the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  oider  may  be 
able  to  satisfy  the  Board,  but  with  the  knowledge 
I  have  I  cannot  vote  for  it. 

■Alderman  Hall — I  had  the  honor  to  introduce 
this  order,  after  a  careful  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  all  the  patent  lighting  apparatuses  which 
have  been  presented  to  tlie  city  of  Boston  since  I 
have  been  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 
We  have  veiy  thoroughlv  tried  this  torch,  and 
with  satisfaction  to  the  entire  committee,  I  think. 
As  to  the  price  asked  for  this  torch  in  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  as  named  by  the  gentleman  from 
that  district,  I  do  not  think  he  knows  it  of  his  own 
personal  knowledge.  I  would  ask  whether  he 
knows  it  of  his  own  personal  knowledge.  The 
price  usually  paid,  I  am  told  by  the  inventor,  is 
$1  royalty  for  each  lamp.  In  the  city  proper 
and  in  South  and  East  Boston  there  "are  4852 
lamps,  and  the  men  are  paid  at  the  rate 
of  214  cents  per  lamp  per  night  for  each 
lamp.  The  committee  propose  to  reduce  the 
pay  from  two  and  a  quarter  to  two  cents  per  lamp, 
and  to  enlarge  the  routes  and  diminish  the  num- 
ber of  employes.  The  aggregate  pay  of  these 
men  is  $102  per  day,  and  by  the  change  it  will  be 
$90  per  day,  a  saving  of  $12  per  day,  or  say  $4380 
per  annum.  In  West  Roxbury,  Dorchester, 
Charlestown,  Brookliue,  Brighton  and  Roxbury, 
there  are  3965  lamps,  and  the  men  (fifty  in  number) 
receive  $1  60  per  day  on  an  average.  By  the  pro- 
posed change  the  committee  hope  to  save  an 
amount  corresponding  with  the  sectior  of  the  city 
where  the  men  are  paid  by  the  lamp,  by  enlarging 
the  districts  one-ninth,  or  say  $9  per  day,  or  $3285 


per  annum, — thus  saving  to  the  city  $7665  per  an- 
num. The  committee  believe  this  to  be  a  safe  es- 
timate of  the  saving  for  the  first  year, 
which,  they  believe,  may  be  increased  here- 
after. In  Charlestown  there  are  eight  men  now 
employed  to  lia,ht  the  480  street  lamps,  which  your 
committee  believe  can  be  as  quickly  done  by  this 
process  by  five  men,  thus  saving  to  the  city  in  this 
section  $4  50  per  day,  or  $1642  in  the  next  twelve 
months.  I  am  wiiling  that  the  public  should 
scrutinize  the  contract  between  the  committee 
and  the  man  selling  this  torch.  In  one  year  we 
save  aJmost  $9000,  and  we  believe  we  can  save 
more  after  we  have  consolidated  the  department. 
I  believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  purchase  this  torch.  1  have  tried  to'the  best  of 
my  ability,  since  I  have  been  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps,  to  place  this  department  in  such 
a  shape  that  no  man  can  find  fault  with  it. 

Aldermen  Peters — 1  fully  concur  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  This 
torch  is  successfully  used  in  Loudon,  Liverpool, 
New  Yoiii,  Springfield,  Worcester  and  other  cities, 
and  if  it  failed  in  Charlestown  it  must  have  been 
from  some  fault  in  those  who  managed  it,  rather 
than  the  torch. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  tliis  the  same  instrument 
that  was  used  on  the  Common  a  few  years  ago 
and  found  to  be  impracticable,  becausethere  was 
a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  lamp,  so  that  during  a 
high  wind  the  lamp  was  blown  out? 

Alderman  Hall — 1  cannot  answer  that  question. 
We  have  u^ed  tliis  torch  on  lioston  Common  this 
year  and  I  went  and  saw  it  used  without  this 
lighters  knowing  I  v/a^  there.  It  must  be  appar- 
ent to  any  one  that  a  man  cannot  get  up  on  a  lad- 
der and  light  a  lamp  as  quicklv  as  he  can  with  the 
torch.  It  we  believe  in  making  improvements 
it  must  be  admitted  that  this  one  is  the  best  of  the 
kind.  It  v.ill  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing anything  in  'the  bottom  of  the  limp. 
That   portion    of    the    lamp    will    Ve    left    out. 

Alderman  Emery — As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Lamps  1  concur  in  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  this  torch.  Last  year  the  com- 
mittee went  to  Springfield  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  their  method  of  lighting  the  lamps,  sup- 
posing they  were  using  this  torch.  We  found  it 
in  use  there,  and  they  recommended  it  very  high- 
ly, stating  that  it  was  a  very  great  saving.  But 
the  price  was  held  so  high  that  we  did  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  recommend  its  purchase.  We  could 
get  no  offer  that  came  near  the  price  we  voted  to 
pay  for  it,  by  a  great  m;iny  thousand  dollars. 
That  was  the  only  reason  we  did  not  recommend 
it  then.  The  committee  have  had  several  sessions 
upon  the  subject  before  they  recommended  the 
purchase,  and  I  have  no  question  but  that  the 
reasons  presented  by  the  chairman  are  correct.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  city  to  use 
the  torch.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Charles- 
town must  be  mistaken  about  its  being  offered  for 
$100 ;  it  must  have  been  for  a  year  or  a  month,  or 
for  some  limited  time. 

Alderman  Harris — I  am  aware  that  it  is  an  un- 
pleasant task  to  oppose  a  committee's  report,  and 
for  one,  I  dislike  to  do  so ;  but  I  deem  it  my  duty. 
I  received  my  information  from  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  old  city  of 
Charlestown,  who  assured  me  that  the  right  to 
use  that  torch  could  have  been  purchased  for  the 
sum  of  one  liundred  dollars.  Knowing  that  gen- 
tleman as  I  do,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  his 
statement.  To  use  this  torch  will  involve  the 
necessity  of  removing  a  portion  of  the  glass  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lamp,  and  in  my  judgment  it  also 
requires  a  peculiar  stop  cock,  that  can  be  turned 
easily,  involving  a  larger  expense,  which  I  see  the 
chairman  makes  no  allusion  to.  In  consultation 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Gas  Company  he 
assured  me  that  the  gas  freezes  in  the 
winter,  whicli  will  require  tliat  a  person  shall 
use  a  ladder  in  ascending  to  the  lamp.  In  New 
York  the  lamps  are  of  a  different  pattern  from 
ours ;  they  are  set  lower  and  are  more  easily  light 
ed.  The  gentleman  from  the  West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict alluded  to  London,  New  York  and  other  great 
municipalities  which  have  this  pattern.  I  asked 
our  friends  from  Philadelphia,  this  afternoon,  how 
they  lighted  their  lamps,  and  they  said  in  the 
same  manner  as  Boston,  so  that  we  are  not  so  very 
much  behind  the  age.  My  own  idea  was  that  this 
money  could  be  placed  in'  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee who  should  invite  proposals  and  receive 
plans  for  lighting  the  lamps  and  putting  out  the 
lights,  and  thought  that  some  good  might  come 
from  it.  My  judgment  is,  that  this  torch  which 
they  seek  to  introduce  now  will  fail  of  its  object. 
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Alderman  Hall— The  gentleman  from  Charles- 
town  speaks  of  }^as  freezing.  I  do  not  know  what 
kind  or  gas  they  use  in  Clinrlestown,  bnt  ours 
does  not  freeze.  Sometimes  the  water  freezes  in 
the  pipes,  but  that  has  been  remedied.  In  J^ew 
York  they  use  a  lamp  with  the  entire  bottom  out, 
a  glass  globe  lamp,  which  is  certainly  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  kind  we  use  here.  There  is  no 
trouble  about  the  lights  blowing  out.  It  is  said 
that  the  light  will  be  olown  out  if  the  bottom  of 
the  lamp  is  left  open.  The  trouble  is  not  encoun- 
tered in  all  the  cities  where  such  a  lamp  is  used.  I 
■would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  nay  1,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigel.yw,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutler, 
Emery,  Hall,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins,  "Worthing- 
ton— io. 

jS'ay— Alderman  Harris— 1. 

Absent — Alderman  Prescott. 

Order  to  widen  Leverett  street  on  land  of  Clark 
B.  Wood,  2931  square  feet,  at  a  cost  of  $16,000. 
Passed. 

Order  to  purchase  estate  of  John  Haven  to 
extend  Clifton  street,  17,500  square  feet,  at  forty 
cents  per  foot.    Passed. 

Order  to  widen  Shawmut  avenue,  between  Dud- 
ley and  Guild  streets,  on  land  of  T.  J.  Dunbar  et 
al.,  9744  feet,  at  a  cost  of  ^20,903  75  (City  Doc. 
No.  37). 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought 
to  have  gome  explanr.tion  of  the  order  to  widen 
this  street.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  is  a  large 
sum,  and  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  spending  it 
there.  I  would  like  some  member  of  the  commit- 
tee to  explain  the  order. 

The  Chairman— The  order  has  been  before  the 
Board  for  the  Inst  seven  days,  and  members  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine  into  ii.  If  they 
have  not  done  so  the  fault  is  their  own. 

Alderman  Worthington— There  is  a  certain  part 
of  Shawmut  avenue  which  should  be  widened 
there.  The  committee  have  examined  it  and  had 
drawings  made  which  are  now  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Street  Commissioners,  who  approve  them.  If  the 
gentlemen  of  this  Board  will  examine  the  draw- 
ings, thej[  will  see  that  there  is  a  positive  necessity 
for  the  widening,  which  will  make  a  much  more 
desirable  street  for  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  wish  to  find  fault 
with  the  Committee  on  Streets ;  neither  do  I  wish 
to  l.e  reminded  of  my  faults  when  I  ask  questions 
in  this  Board.  But  I  must  confess  that  going  out 
there  and  widening  a  portion  of  Shawmut  avenue 
and  not  widening  the  larger  portion  of  it,  seems 
to  me  to  be  bad  judgment.  If  this  Government  are 
going  to  widen  streets  why  don't  they  go  down  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  city,  where  the  streets  are 
narrow  and  where  blocks  are  continually  occurring. 

Alderman  Peters — I  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
committee  have  looked  into  the  question  how  far 
the  old  turnpike  rights  exist  there.  "When  I  was 
a  boy,  the  old  toll  house  stood  at  the  corner  of  St. 
James  street  and  the  old  turnpike,  was  laid  out 
sixty-four  feet  wide  and  ran  to  the  Dedham  line; 
but  at  this  time  it  is  not  more  than  forty  feet, 
owing  to  encroachments  made  by  somebody.  It 
may  be  the  city  has  lost  the  ,riglit  there,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  unless  it  has  been  lost,  that  right 
ought  to  be  there  still. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  did  not  anticipate 
this  debate,  else  I  would  have  had  the  drawings 
here,  and  1  am  sure  the  widening  would  have  coin- 
mended  itself  to  every  one  in  this  Board.  We 
ought  to  widen  that  portion  of  Shawmut  avenue 
beyond  Dudley  street.  The  portion  that  we  pro- 
pose to  widen  is  narrower  than  any  other,  and  it 
■will  take  land  that  at  some  future  time  will  cost 
the  city  a  very  high  price.  The  proposed  widen- 
ing will  very  much  improve  that  part  of  the  street. 
In  regard  to  the  old  Dedham  turnpike,  I  have 
known  this  part  of  the  street  for  thirty-seven 
years,  and  none  of  it  ever  was  four  rods  wide,  and 
no  part  of  this  part  we  are  going  to  put  in 
ever  was  in  the  old  Dedham  turnpike. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  sure  the  gen- 
tleman will  tiiid  that  the  portion  he  is 
talking  of  never  was  over  thirty  feet  wide.  The 
County  Commissioners,  in  conjunction  with  the 
city  of  Roxbury,  blasted  out  the  rocks  to  make  it 
forty  feet  wide,  as  it  is  now.  Mr.  Guild  and  Dr. 
Bartlett  had  owned  the  property  fully  sixty  years 
before  they  sold  it  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  two  years  ago.  It  can  easily  be  traced 
back  for  sixty  years.  I  am  sure  that  the  money 
will  be  well  spent,  and  that  if  every  member  of 
this  Board  will  go  there  they  will  say  so.  A  portion 


of  the  money  we  approjiriate  we  shall  receive  back 
in  the  shape  of  betterments.  As  it  is  now  the 
damage  done  to  buildings  amounts  to  only  S8C0. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  is  mistaken  if 
he  thinks  the  old  Providence  turnpike  did  not  run 
where  this  street  Is.  I  remember  it  well.  If  Mi'. 
Guild  owned  the  property  so  long  ago,  the  en- 
croachments must  have  been  made  on  the  other 
.side  of  the  street.  I  know  that  those  old  turn- 
pikes were  laiil  out  sixty-four  feet  wide  their 
whole  length.  I  think  there  is  a  question  of  en- 
croachment on  the  whole  length  of  the  line  that 
might  be  looked  into. 

Alderman  Hall- This  order  is  for  the  widening 
of  Shawmut  avenue  above  Guild  street.  I  think 
it  is  below  St.  James  street  where  the  old  toll 
house  stood.  The  widening  should  be  done,  but  I 
think  I  would  have  commenced  below  and  i-un 
Shawmut  avenue  in  the  rear  of  the  Universalist 
church,  so  that  we  could  have  known  where  the 
street  is.  There  is  not  a  citizen  of  Boston  who,  if 
you  send  him  out  Shawmut  avenue,  would  know 
when  he  got  to  Washington  street.  I  think  the 
widening  should  run  in  the  rear  of  the  Universal- 
ist church,  and  I  hope  to  see  it  done  at  some  time. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table.    Lost— 5  for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  voted  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table  because  I  thought  we  should  lose  nothing 
by  so  doing,  and  perhaps  we  might  gain  some- 
thing. I  think  the  gentleman  from  West  Roxbui-j' 
hp s  made  a  oood  point — that  this  land  belongs  to 
this  city,  and  it  does  not  become  this  Board  to  buy 
it  if  that  is  so.  If  we  could  lay  this  orner  ui)on 
the  table  for  a  week,  we  couM  ascertain  what  the 
facts  are  in  regard  to  that  statement. 

Alderman  Peters — I  shall  vote  for  the  order  be- 
cause I  know  the  necessity  for  the  widening.  I 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
Board  refused  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  no  objections 
to  lajing  the  order  upon  the  table,  but  I 
know  the  necessity  for  widening  this  prop- 
erty. I  remember  going  out  there  thirty  rears 
ago ;  there  was  a  small  wooden  house,  and  farther 
up  on  the  left  two  or  three  other  wooden  houses. 
Now  there  is  a  brick  block  there.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Samuel  (iviild  was  one  of  the  principal 
proprietors  of  the  Dedham  turnpike  many  year* 
ago,  and  his  heirs  now  own  it.  Farther  up,"  James 
Guild  owns  the  property  that  the  gentleman 
claims  was  part  of  the  turnpike.  The  city  of  Rox- 
bury never  made  any  claim  to  that  propertA',  so 
far  as  I  know,  during  the  twenty  years  I  hare 
lived  in  that  vicinity. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  re- 
consideration, and  on  his  motion  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  for  half -past  four  o'clock  next 
Monday  afternoon. 

Order  to  print  live  hundred  additional  copies  of 
the  Sumner  Memorial.  Rejected,  by  a  rising  vote 
— 6  for,  6  against. 

Order  for  the  appointment  by  the  Mayor  of 
three  able  non-resident  civil  engineers  to  naake  a 
full  and  comprehensive  examination  of  the  possi- 
ble water  supply  for  this  city. 

Alderman  Hail — 1  would  like  to  near  some  ex- 
planation given  why  we  should  spend  this  moneV 
in  seeking  a  supply  of  water,  before  I  am  ready  to 
vote  for  tnis  order. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  offered  that  order  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  important  that  the  members  of 
the  City  Government  at  large  should  be  more  ful- 
ly informed  that  they  are  now  in  regard  to  the 
supply  we  are  to  have  hereafter.  We"  have  two  or 
three  "different  reports  made  in  regard  to  a  supply 
of  water.  We  lately  annexed  the  cit>'  of  Charles- 
town  to  Boston,  with  the  Mystic  W'ater  Works, 
which  some  think  wall  su'pplv  from  twenty 
to  twenty- five  millions  of  gallons  a  day,  and 
that  at  a  smaller  expense  than  any  other  city 
in  this  Union  could  receive  water  for.  I  have  been 
in  the  way  of  believing  that  myself,  and  1  have 
seen  nothing  to  contradict  it.  'Then  we  have  the 
reports  of  experts  that  they  would  supply  but  four- 
teen millions  of  gallons.  Now,  sir,  there  is  a  direct 
contratliction.  Then  we  have  a  report  from 
another  department  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
getting  a  supply  from  Farm  Pond  and  "from 
another  source.  We  have  others  who  claim  that 
by  damming  the  Mystic  River  and  introducing  the 
ShaAvsheen,  and  husbanding  the  water,  we  can 
get  a  supply  that  will  last  from  ten  to  fifteen  years 
longer.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  among  the'  tax- 
payers that  the  city  should  not  spend  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  water;  that  feeling  is  very 
strong  at  City  Hall,     ^^'e  do  not  know  which  we 
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should  take.  There  may  be  some  here  who  say  "I 
know,"  and  who  will  tell  you  the*  are  posted. 
But  che  majority  are  not.  When  I  went  to 
our  City  Engineer  and  asked  the  question 
as  to  the  be.-t  means  of  securing  a  tem- 
porary supply,  he  said,  "I  have  never  been 
asked"  that  question ;  if  yoii  ask  that  question  I 
shall  give  an  answer.''  The  qxiestion  asked  him 
was,  What  will  it  cost  to  bring  the  water  in  Farm 
Pond  to  Boston?  and  which  would  he  advise? 
and  he  replied,  By  a  new  conduit.  The  question 
never  has  been  asked  him  about  a  temporary  sup- 
ply. I  say  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  demand  a 
full  investigation  of  this  matter  before  we  go 
ahead  and  spend  ten  millions  of  dollars.  I  believe 
we  can  get  a  tempoiary  supply  for  ten  years,  and 
the  cost  cannot  exceed  thiee  millions  at  most. 
We  should  husband  the  water  and  not  spend 
eight  millions  of  dollars  if  we  can  get  a  supply  for 
less.  My  belief  that  we  can  do  so  is  as  good  as 
that  of  any  Alderman  who  believes  we  cannot, 
and  I  want  three  disinterested  men  from  out  of 
Massachusetts  who  will  tell  us,  without  prejudice 
or  instruction  from  any  clique  or  committee  or 
board.  The  citizens  of  Boston  demand  that  we 
should  not  spend  eight  millions  until  we  know 
that  it  is  necessary.  For  that  reason  I  have  in- 
troduced this  order  and  I  hope  it  will  pass.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  satisfy  •  the  City  Government,  and 
when  we  get  a  report  f  .om  such  a  commission  we 
shall  know  where  we  are. 

Alderman  Hall — I  believe  we  have  an  Engineer, 
whose  authority  is  undisputed,  whose  integrity 
has  never  been  questioned,  and  I  believe  in  his 
ability  to  give  us  all  the  information  we  have  ask- 
ed for.  Last  year  we  spent  a  great  deal  of  money 
to  get  information,  and  what  is  the  result?  There 
are  not  live  men  m  the  whole  City  Government 
who  realize  Avhat  the  reports  are.  Can  any  m>in 
judge  from  them  where  we  should  go  to  get  water  ? 
If  any  man  will  go  over  the  reservoirs  to  Lake 
Cochituate,  he  will  see  that  they  can  be  rebuilt  at 
very  little  cost.  Let  him  go  to  C'harlestown,  and  to 
the 'Mystic  AVater  Works,  as  I  have  done,  and  he 
will  convince  himself  that  we  can  e:et  water  there. 
I  think  we  have  got  water  enough  at  Charlestown 
to  supply  the  city  for  ten  years.  I  am  not  in  fa- 
vor of  spending  another  dollar  for  information, 
especially  if  we  must  go  outside  of  the  city  to  get 
it.  I  believe  in  sending-  to  our  own  Engineer  tor 
information,  and,  if  we  cannot  do  that,  let  us  get 
a  man  who  can  give  us  the  information  we  desire 
without  going  6iit*ide  of  the  citj'  for  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  shall  oppose  this  order  be- 
cause it  means  the  spending  of  money.  I  think 
the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  can  ob- 
taio  more  intelligence  than  he  possesses  without 
our  spending  several  thousand  dollars  to  give  it  to 
him,  if  he  is  open  to  conviction.  If  he  is  not  open 
to  conviction  ten  thovisand  dollars  paid  to  foreign 
engineers  will  not  benefit  him.  The  trouble  is  we 
are  having  rain  nearly  every  day.  We  ride  out  to 
see  Stony  Brook  flowing  over,  and  one  member 
says  there  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  city.  But 
suppose  you  had  gone  to  Lake  Cochituate  and  had 
seen  that  it  was  so  low  that  it  had  no  supply  from 
its  tributaries,  and  we  were  pumping  there  every 
day  until  we  got  relief  from  Sudbury  River  and 
Farm  Pond.  When  I  turneil  my  back  upon  that 
lake  then,  I  said  I  would  vote  for  a  sufficient  supply 
of  water  if  it  cost  ten  millions  of  dollars.  I  never 
would  trust  a  city  as  large  as  this  to  so  small  a 
creek.  The  trouble  is  we  have  so  many  lains. 
Let  there  come  a  drought  and  you  wilt  see  the 
matter  in  its  true  light.  The  inembers  of  the 
Council  differ  in  opinion.  One  thinks  Flax  Pond 
will  give  a  supply,  another  Shawsheen,  etc., — and 
it  is'  all  very  «eU  if  we  can  always  have  rain. 
But  we  must  judge  of  the  future  ijy  the  past  and 
prepare  for  the  future  by  building  a  safe  conduit 
of  sufficient  size,  in  an  ample  watershed  to  give  us 
an  abundant  supidy.  Then  we  would  be  safe. 
What  is  this  citv  worth  without  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  water?  I  hnd  that  those  men  who  have  on- 
posed  this  water  supply  are  in  favor  of  a  park. 
They  favor  economy  in  "water,  but  go  for  extrava- 
gance on  a  park.  You  have  only  got  to  question 
them  to  find  out  their  designs.  It  does  not  be- 
come this  Government  to  oppose  having  a  good 
supply  of  water.  We  do  not  want  to  advertise 
that  a  man  must  not  use  his  hose  or  that  he  must 
let  the  dirt  accumulate  on  his  window  fiames  be- 
cause we  cannot  let  him  use  the  water  to  wash 
it  off.  It  is  a  narrow,  contracted  view  that  will 
try  to  shut  down  upon  this  water  question.  We 
have  been  putting  this  subject  cff  time  after  time, 
and  orders  have  come  in  here  referring  the  sub- 
ject to  different  engineers,  and  questioning  the 


integrity  of  our  own  servants,  men  whom  he  have 
elected."  Does  it  become  the  members  of  this 
Board  to  do  so  ?  I  say  not.  We  should  tritst  in 
their  integrity  until  we" have  cause  to  doubt  them. 
I  say  it  is  nonsense  to  pass  this  order.  We  have 
got  all  the  intelligence  on  the  subject  we  can,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  the  order  to  seize  the  water  of 
Sudbury  Kiver  would  have  passed  both  branches, 
but  for  the  abundant  rains  we  have  had. 

Alderman  Worthing  ton— I  do  not  want  any  bet- 
ter argument  for  this  order  than  was  used  against 
it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  He  says  that 
every  member  has  got  a  different  opinion, — one 
says  Flax  Pond,  another  Stony  Brook,  etc.  We 
all  differ  in  opinion  and  we  should  be  of  the  same 
mind.  We  want  men  whom  the  citizens  of  Boston 
can  trust  and  when  they  have  stated  the  source 
from  which  we  can  get  a  large  supply — for  I 
would  have  none  other  than  a  large  supply  ;  I  am 
as  much  in  favor  of  water  as  any  one  and  I  do  not 
talk  half  so  much  about  saving  little  things  and 
spending  money  enormously — then  I  am  willing  to 
accept  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  would  save 
four  hundred  dollars  and  go  on  and  spend  eight 
millions  and  not  let  the  citizens  of  Boston  know 
why  it  should  be  done.  I  say  that  true  economy  be- 
gins here.  The  gentleman  gives  a  good  reason  for 
this  order  when  he  says  the  members  differ  in 
opinion.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  Stony  Brook  or 
Farm  Pond  or  Mystic,  unless  we  can  obtain  a  con- 
stant supply.  We  get  a  report  from  such  men  on 
this  commission  as  the  Mayor  shall  select;  the 
people  of  Boston  will  have  "confidence  in  it.  In 
saying  this,  I  do  not  intend  to  reflect  upon  our  City 
Engineer.  I  have  entire  confidence  in  him.  If  that 
question  is  put  to  him,]I  believe  he  would  answer 
it.  But  when  you  go  to  him  and  he  answers  so 
a:ad  so,  people  say  he  is  interested  and  has  been 
making  reports  iii  favor  of  Farm  Pond  ;  they  say 
he  has  been  instructed,  and  we  do  not  want  any 
man  who  has  been  instructed,  i^et  us  have  this 
whole  subject  put  into  the  hands  of  three  disinter- 
ested er^ineers,  and  wait  until  we  get  their  re- 
port. We  want  a  plan  that  will  be  supjiorted. 
Then  citizens  will  pay  their  taxes  cheerfully,  be- 
cause they  want  water.  The  reason  I  have  offered 
this  order  is  that  we  may  know  what  the  city 
wants. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  this  order  is  unneces- 
sary. There  is  no  doubt  that  we  have  as  good 
talent  in  Boston  as  could  be  procured  on  this  sub- 
ject. When  other  cities  want  extraordinary  talent, 
they  come  to  Boston  to  get  it,  and  it  is  preposter- 
ous" to  go  beyond  our  own  limits.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands  says  he  has  unbounded  confi- 
dence in  the  City  Engineer.  Why,  then,  does  he 
desire  to  employ  others?  I  do  not  think  the  sub- 
ject would  be  improved  by  going  outside.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  not  satisfied,  and  want  this  subject 
f:one  over  again,  I  think  the  best  talent  can  be 
ound  in  this  city.  So  far  as  these  various  pro- 
jects are  concerned,  I  have  aJwaj'S  heard  gentle- 
meii  talk  about  them  and  I  have  heard  some  talk 
about  damming  the  Mystic.  That  experiment  has 
been  tried  some  time  airo.  Whenever  I  used  to  go 
to  East  Boston  and  heard  the  Jlystic  water  men- 
tioned, I  heard  nothing  but  "damns"  mentioned 
in  connection  with  it.  I  thought  that  experiment 
had  been  tried  long  ago,  and  I  think  there  is  no 
use  in  looking  for  relief  bj' "damming"  the  Mystic. 
I  believe  that  if  you  keep  on  discussing  this  sub- 
ject here,  some  fine  morning  you  will  wake  up  and 
find  yourselves  out  of  water.'  I  do  not  come  here 
as  an  engineer,  but  in  the  election  of  such  an 
officer  my  first  duty  is  to  find  out  whether 
he  is  a  fit  inan  for  the  place.  If  we  elect  an  En- 
gineer and  he  receives  a  unanimous  vote,  it  seems 
to  me  that  all  our  constituents  ask  of  us  is  to  fol- 
low the  advice  of  the  Engineer  elected  to  attend 
to  this  business.  And  that  is  what  I  propose  te 
do.  I  think  we  have  had  enough  of  these  orders 
coming  in  here,  and  I  hope  no  more  of  them  will 
pass  through  this  Board. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence — yeas 
5,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Alderman  Brooks,  Harris,  Peters.  Pres- 
cott,  Worthmgtoii — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emeiy, 
Hall,  Power,  Stebbins— 7. 

Order  to  establish  hack  fares  to  and  from 
Charlestown,  Brighton  and  AVest  Roxbury  (City 
Doc.  No.  45).    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Edward  AVhitmg  et  al.,  and  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Battalion  Infantry.  Referred,  in 
concurrence. 
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Auditor's  exhibit  for  June  1.    Placed  on  flle. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  open  a  new  avenue  from  Market  street, 
Ward  19,  to  Cambridge.    Accepted. 

Report  recommendins:  reference  to  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  tlie  subject  of  the  accept- 
ance of  JMaywood  and  Savin  streets.    Accepted. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  widen  Cross 
street,  from  Haymarket  square  to  Commercial 
street.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  appoint  three  physicians  to 
examine  and  report  on  the  sauitai'y  qualities  of 
Sudl)ury,  Mystic,  Shawsheen  and  Charles  River 
waters. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
another  of  those  orders  which  there  is  no  necessity 
of  passing.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  the  members  of  this  Board  Init  that 
either  Sudbury,  Mystic  or  Shawsheen  water  is 
pretty  good  in  quality.  The  rnly  question  is, 
Which  is  the  best  place  to  get  water  from  ?  I  do 
not  understantl  that  there  is  any  question  as  to 
the  goodness  of  the  water,  and  I  see  no  necessity 
for  passing  this  order. 

Alderman  Peters — I  think  that  unless  we  want 
three  opinions  we  had  better  appoint  one  physi- 
cian. 

Alderman  Cutter — That  is  what  I  was  just  ^oing 
to  say ;  for  if  the  doctors  fall  out  what  beneiit  are 
we  going-  to  get  ? 

Alderman  Brooks — I  am  surprised  at  the  change 
in  the  gentleman's  mind.  1  certainly  think  this  is 
an  imjiortant  order.  As  one  member  of  this 
Board  I  do  not  repudiate  all  information  in  regard 
to  the  water  question.  It  is  a  question  of  vital 
importance  to  all  the  citizens  of  Boston;  it  comes 
home  not  only  to  the  health,  but  to  the  pocket- 
book  of  every  citizen.  I  am  somewhat  astonished, 
knowing  the  gentleman  from  SVard  6  as  I  do, 
to  see  his  course  in  this  matter,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  becomes  us  as  members  of 
this  Board  to  repudiate  all  information.  I 
certainly  am  not  so  full  of  knowledge  that 
I  desire  to  receive  no  more.  I  desire  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  to  receive  the  best  of  water  and  for 
the  least  sum  of  money,  and  to  take  it  from  the 
most  abundant  source.  The  gentleman  says  the 
Engineer  has  never  been  asked  what  is  the  cheap- 
est source.  That  question  should  be  put  to  the 
Engineer.  If  he  says  we  can  receive  the  most 
water  for  the  least  money  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
for  it.  But  ten  millions  of  dollars  seems  to  me  a 
large  sum  to  spend  when  we  do  not  need  but  ten 
million  gallons  more  to  supply  the  city  for  the 
next  ten  years.  We  certainly  "desire  to  find  the 
cheapest  and  best  source  for  an  abundant  supply, 
and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  we  should  refer  the 
matter  to  a  commission  who  are  comuetent  to  get 
the  information. 

Alderman  Power — As  I  said  before,  this  is  all 
nonsense.  We  have  had  all  the  water  analyzed. 
The  doctors  from  East  Boston  decided  that  Mystic 
water  was  not  lit  to  drink,  and  the  doctors  in 
Charlestown  said  it  was  the  best  water  in  the 
world.  If  we  should  get  a  commission  of  doctors 
from  East  Boston  and  Charlestown,  we  should  be 
in  as  bad  a  dilemma  as  before.  All  this  water  is 
good,  and  we  have  that  on  record.  It  vvould  be  a 
wilful  waste  of  money  to  pass  such  an  order  as 
this.  We  have  already  got  all  the  information 
such  a  commission  cotud  give  us. 

Alderman  Cutter — If  we  desire  to  find  out  the 
quality  of  the  water,  we  should  enqjloy  chemists ; 
that  has  been  done  already,  and  the  results  may 
be  seen  at  the  office  of  the  Water  Board.  I  do  not 
see  the  necessity  of  spending  money  unless  we  are 
able  to  get  an  equivalent  for  it. 

The  order  was  rejected  in  non  concurrence,  by  a 
rising  vote — 4  for,  8  against. 

The  report  and  oroer  providing  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
providing;  for  the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county, 
and  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax,  came 
up  from  the  Common  Council,  amended  so  as  to 
fix  the  interest,  after  first  day  of  January  next,  at 
7ii)ie  per  cent,  instead  of  twelve  per  cent.,  on  both 
the  taxes  assessed  and  on  the  shares  of  national 
bank  stock. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  last  year, 
and  we  adopted  that  method  of  collecting  the 
taxes,  so  that  they  should  be  due  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, and  six  per  cent,  interest  should  be  charged 
till  the  1st  of  January,  and  on  and  after  that  date 
twelve  per  cent,  should  be  charged.  I  think  it  is 
a  good  and  practical  order  for  this  Government  to 
adopt,  because   the   city   borrows   money.      We 


passed  an  order  at  the  last  meeting  to  borrow  four 
millions  temi)orarily,  to  be  paid  when  the  taxes 
come  in.  If  we  cannot  depend  upon  tliese  taxes 
being  paid  in,  we  shall  have  to  raise  money  in 
some  other  way.  It  does  seein  to  me  that"  we 
should  compel  citizens  to  pay  their  taxes  in  some 
way  or  other.  So  far  as  I  am  individually  con- 
cerned, I  would  prefer  to  have  a  le.is  per  cent.,  so 
that,  if  I  choose,  I  could  use  the  money  to  better 
advantage.  I  think  we  should  adhere  'to  our  ac- 
tion at  the  last  meeting.  The  city  has  had  to  bor- 
row money  at  18  ])er  cent,  in  order  to  nin  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  if  there  should  come  a  panic  we  do 
not  want  to  borrow  money  at  that  rate.  In  order 
to  keep  our  credit  good  I  "think  we  should  adhere 
to  our  former  vote. 

Alderman  Pot\er — I  think  the  amendment  from 
the  Common  Council  is  severe  enough  on  ))eople 
of  moderate  means.  The  city  has  never  had  to 
pay  much  over  seven  per  cent. ;  we  were  charged 
as  high  during  the  panic  as  we  probably  ever 
shall  be  again.  Every  person  who  is  able  to  pay 
his  taxes  wdl  do  so,  a"nd  no  one  will  be  delinquent 
if  he  has  got  the  money  to  pay  with;  and  if  they 
do  not  pay,  it  will  be  because  they  have  not  the 
means.  The  burden  of  nine  per  cent,  will  eat  in- 
to their  resources  fast  enough,  to  say  nothing  of 
twelve  per  cent.  If  there  is  any  possibility  of  the 
city  having  to  pay  nine  or  ten-  per  cent.,  1  would 
favor  charging  twelve  per  cent.  It  is,  of  course, 
more  pleasant  for  the  gentlemen  who  receive  the 
taxes  here,  but  I  do  not  think  we  should  pass 
such  a  law  to  take  such  an  exhorbitant  rate  of  in- 
terest from  the  poor  people.  I  should  deem  it 
exhorbitant  for  any  cubstone  broker  to  take  that 
per  cent,  from  me  if  I  needed  the  money,  or  if  he 
should  require  the  city  to  pav  it.  Kobody  will  be 
behindhand  except  from  misfortune  or  a  bad  state 
of  business.  The  city  is  sure  to  get  the  taxes.  It 
is  an  old  saying  that  there  are  two  things  sure  to 
come  in  this  world — death  and  taxes.  We 
should  concur  with  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Peteis — If  it  is  the  wise  t  government 
which  is  the  most  paternal,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
wou'd  be  hard  for  this  city  to  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  so  high  a  rate  of  "interest.  The  father 
would  be  a  skinflint  who  made  his  son  pay  twelve 
per  cent. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  think  it  helps  the 
poor  man  at  all.  From  my  experience,  it  is  that 
those  who  pay  the  smallest  taxes  are  the  most 
prompt.  It  you  ask  the  Treasurer  he  \vill  tell  vou 
that  the  largest  sums  come  in  on  the  last  day. 
I  have  heard  large  capitalists  say  that  they  can 
make  money  by  keeping  back  their  taxes,  and  if 
we  adopt  this  amendment  we  shall  benefit  the 
heaviest  taxpayers.  It  becomes  the  city  to  pay  its 
servants  [uomptly,  and  it  is  business-like  to  col- 
lect the  taxes  promptly.  The  banks  do  not  give 
but  three  days  grace ;  "if  we  were  to  let  the  taxes 
run  three  months  longer  it  will  be  the  same  old 
story.  It  becomes  this  Government  to  keep  up 
its  credit  and  pay  its  bills  promptly,  and  it  wUl  in- 
sure economy  to  have  the  taxes  paid  early. 

Aldermai.  Peteis — Xhey  had  a  hearing  a  short 
time  since  before  a  legislative  committee,  at 
which  our  City  Treasurer  appeared  and  favored 
a  non-usury  law  because  people  charged  the  citj- 
more  than  six  per  cent.  Now  it  is  proposed  that 
the  city^charge  twelve  per  cent,  interest. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  hope  the  Board  will  not 
concur  in  the  amendment,  but  pass  the  order  in 
the  shape  it  was  at  our  last  meeting,  especially 
the  first  part.  If  an  order  like  tuat  which  comes 
from  the  Common  Council  passes,  it  will  have  no 
effect,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  bank  shares,  the  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent,  being  fixed  by  statute  law  in 
such  cases.  I  concur  with  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  and  use  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  that  the  Citv  Engineer  is  most 
competent  to  advise  us  in  regard  to  water — as  an 
argument  for  this  order.  I  am  ready  to  take  the 
advice  of  the  Auditor  and  City  Treasurer  in  this 
matter.  If  we  concur  in  the  amenthnent  at  all  it 
should  be  only  in  regard  to  the  taxes  levied  upon 
the  cities  and' not  to  the  taxes  on  bank  shares. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — It  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
make  a  statement,  as  I  liave  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
amount  of  money  required  by  the  tax  of  1873  was 
38386,497;  the  amount  recei"ved,  to  April  30, 1874, 
the  end  of  the  financial  year,  for  which  the  tax 
was  levied  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  that  vear, 
$18,090,90183;  showing  a  deficiency  of  $295,595  17, 
with  an  amount  of  outstanding  taxes  of  more  than 
enough  to  meet  the  same,  with  the  rate  of  interest 
at  twelve  per  cent.,  and   had    not  this  deficiency 
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been  made  up  by  excess  of  revenues  from  other 
sources,  there  would  not  have  been  sufficient 
money  received  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  and 
payable.  The  tax  bills  are  due  October  1  of  each 
year,  and  until  November  1  no  interest  is  charged, 
and  if  paid  on  the  1st  of  January  following,  only 
six  per  cent,  is  charged;  but  if  not  paiu  untrl 
after  January  1,  tben  twelve  per  cent,  is 
charged.  Thus  we  see  that,  notwithstanding 
twelve  per  cent,  was  charged  after  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uai-y,  1873,  there  were  still  due  to  the  treasury 
$295,595  17.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  nothing  more 
than  right  that  the  city  should  have  the  right  to 
assess  its  creditors  a  high  rate  of  interest  if  that 
will  have  a  tendency  to  secure  prompt  payment. 
It  is  a  fact,  already  stated,  that  these  delinqvient 
taxpayers  are  not  poo'-  people ;  they  are  generally 
those  who  are  best  able  to  pay,— men  who  specu- 
late with  their  money.  If  you  look  at  the  records 
of  last  year,  you  will  see  tliat  the  delinquents  are 
those  who  are  best  able  to  pay,  and  that  the  poor 
pay  their  taxes  most  promptly.  It  is  be- 
cause speculators  can  owe  the  city  money  at 
six  per  cent.,  and  loan  theirs  at  twelve  or  eighteen 
per  cent.,  that  they  desire  to  keep  their  taxes  as 
long  as  they  can.  It  shows  a  bad  state  of  affairs 
when  the  city  of  Boston  comes  out  minus  $295,000 
on  the  first  of  January,  when  after  that  time  they 
have  got  to  pay  twelve  per  cent.  If  we  had  re- 
duced the  rate  back  to  six  per  cent,  we  should 
have  had  two  millions  due  us,  because  the  large 
property  owners  use  their  money  for  speculative 
purposes  and  continue  to  charge  the  city  a  high 
rate  of  interest.  I  make  this  statement  because  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  showing 
it  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Auditor,  the 
Treasurer  and  that  committee. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  nine  and  six  per  cent., 
and  that  the  city  should  not  establish  an  extreme- 
ly high  rate  of  interest.  In  my  judoment  the 
largest  amount  of  money  not  collected  would  be 
from  poor  people  who  cannot  raise  the  money, 
and  we  should  not  take  what  little  they  have  by 
making  the  rate  twelve  per  cent.  Even  nine  per 
cent,  seems  a  pretty  high  rate,  and  that  ought  to  re- 
quire every  man  who  is  able  to  pay , to  pay  i»romptly. 
As  the  gentleman  says,  last  fall  'was  an  extremely 
hard  time  for  money.  There  may  be  a  few  cases 
of  large  taxpayers  retaining  their  taxes,  but  I 
think  the  majority  of  those  affected  are  persons 
of  moderate  means.  We  should  not  legislate  for 
any  particular  class. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  to  obtain  the  taxes ;  it  is  cheapest  and  most 
economical  to  collect  them  promptly.  This  system 
doe  not  affect  poor  people.  I  know  of  men  who 
owns  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  who 
have  not  paid  their  taxes  for  last  year.  Thisorder 
is  to  reach  them.  The  idea  of  the  Auditor,  the 
City  Treasurer  and  the  Finance  Committee  in 
recommending  this  vote  was  that  the  city  may  be 
able  to  collect  its  taxes  promptly  from  tho^e  who 
are  abundantly  able  to  pay  it.  it  is  well  known 
that  a  great  many  people  wcaxld  let  their  taxes  lie 
over  when  the  interest  was  six  per  cent. ;  it  is 
cheaper  for  them  to  let  their  real  estate  be  sold 
and  bid  it  in,  than  to  pay  their  taxes  promptly. 
This  does  not  come  upon  "poor  people,  but  upo'n 
those  who  are  abundantly  able  to  pay. 

Alderman  Power — I  know  that  a  great  portion 
of  these  delinquents  are  business  men,  and  every 
business  man  knows  that  the  tirst  of  January  is 
about  the  hardest  time  to  raise  money.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  I  find  it  so.  The  law  as  it  stands  today 
is  ample  to  meet  the  case,  if  it  is  enforced.  If  the 
taxes  are  not  paid  the  city  can  seU  the  land  and 
get  the  taxes  and  the  party  can  redeem  it.  At  the 
rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  tlie  city  will  be  making 
about  four  per  cent.,  as  it  has  never,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, paid  more  than  eight  per  cent.  Nine  per 
cent  seems  to  me  to  be  ample.  Many  people  would 
pay  their  taxes,  but  they  cannot  spare  the  money 
from  their  business.  Here  you  propose  to  pass  a 
peremptory  law  and  help  to  devour  what  little 
they  have  left  in  business.  I  say  it  is  a  most 
oppressive  law,  and  should  not  bepassed  by  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  see  any  force  in  the 
gentleman's  argument.  People  have  had  to  pay 
taxes  every  year,  and  know  exactly  when  they 
are  due,  and  have  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  for 
them.  The  difficulty  is  the  Alderman  has  plenty 
of  time,  and  he  can  speculate  with  )iis  monev.  If 
we  charge  him  twelve  per  cent,  he  thinks  tliat  it 
will  not  be  profitable  to  keep  his  taxes  and  invest 
the  money  in  old  iron.  "We  cannot  make  promises 
to  pay  on  the  strength  of  the  taxes  unless  the  peo- 


ple pay  them.  There  must  be  some  time  for  peo- 
ple to  pay  their  taxes,  else  they  will  never  pay 
them.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  profitable  or  judicious 
legislation  not  to  make  it  for  the  interest  of  capi- 
talists to  pay  their  taxes  within  three  months. 

Alderman  Power — As  I  said  before,  the  present 
law  meets  the  case.  No  legitimate  business  can 
pay  twelve  per  cent,  interest;  no  business  man 
can  pay  that  interest  and  live ;  he  must  go  under. 
The  city  makes  money  out  of  it  because  taxes  are 
unavoidable.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  city  to 
deprive  citizens  of  the  means  of  doing  business. 
Thousands  of  men  find  difficulty  in  meeting  their 
obligations  on  the  first  of  January.  If  there  were 
any  danger  of  the  city  losing  anything,  I  would 
not  advocate  the  amendment ;  but  the  city  owns 
the  property,  has  a  lien  upon  it,  and  can  borrow 
all  the  money  it  wants  today  at  five  per  cent.  I 
think  even  the  burden  of  nine  per  cent,  will  be  a 
severe  one. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Hall — I  am  not  familiar  with  the  stat- 
ute relating  to  the  taxing  of  bank  shares,  and 
«'Ould  like  to  have  an  explanation  upon  this 
question. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  tax  on  bank  shares  is 
fixed  by  statute  law  at  12  per  cent. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Council  was  re- 
jected— yeas  5.  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermeii  Brooks,  Emery,  Peters,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott,  AVorthiugton — 7. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Peters — If  we  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil, we  shall  go  contrary  to  the  statute. 

The  chairman  read  the  last  part  of  the  order  re- 
lating to  the  tax  on  bank  shares,  and  said  the  act 
was  chapter  three  hundred  and  fifteen  of  the  acts 
of  1873. 

Alderman  Prescott  read  section  second  of  chap- 
ter three  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  the  Board  voted 
to  non-concur  in  the  amendments — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Annual  report  of  City  Registrar  on  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  in  tliis  city  in  1873.  (City  Doc. 
No.  48.)    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  add  §3400  to  the  appropriation  for  lay- 
ing out  and  gracling  the  square  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  between  Dartmouth  and  Exeter  streets, 
and  for  setting  a  curbstone  and  erecting  an  iron 
fence  around  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  an  abstract  of  the  business  and 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for  one  year  from 
July  1, 1874,  and  to  make  a  contract  for  si:ch  print- 
ing, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  §6000.    Passed. 

Requests  from  the  School  Committee  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  land  for  the  Chapman 
Schoolhouse ;  for  certain  alterations  in  the  Pres- 
cott Schoolhouse  so  as  to  provide  a  master's  room 
and  an  additional  corridor;  for  an  additional  pri- 
mary school  in  Charlestown,  Prescott  District; 
for  the  purchase  or  iand  and  the  erection  of  gram- 
mar schoolhouse  on  or  near  Ashland  street.  West 
Roxbury.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Franklin  T.  Rose  and  David  "Went- 
vvorth,  constables,  being  presented,  duly  certified 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

KAILROAD   LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Eastern  Railroad 
Company  of  the  location  of  the  freight  track  of 
said  corporation  in  Charlestown,  by  virtue  of 
chapter  3G0  of  the  acts  of  1873.    Placed' on  file. 

REPORT  OF  FIRE  COM.MISSIOXERS . 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
foi  May  was  received  and  senc  down. 

Whole  number  of  alarms  duiing  the  month, 
60,  including  24  still  alanns.  Loss  on  buildings, 
$3950;  on  stock,  $2900;  insurance  on  buildings, 
$3G00;  no  insurance  on  stock.  Whole  number  of 
alarms  dunnc  the  mouth  of  May,  1873,  52.  There 
were  36  alarms  in  the  city  projier,  4  in  South  Bos- 
ton, 1  in  East  Boston,  4  in  Koxbury,  6  in  Dorches- 
ter, 7  in  Charlestown,  2  in  Brighton,  0  in  West 
Roxbury. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving — 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  June  29,  instant, 
at  4  P.  M.,  to  all  parties  objecting  to  petition  of 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  a 
track  across  Foundry  street.    Passed. 
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Rejjorts  lecoinineiuliiifi  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  W.  L.  G.  Thayer  et  al.,  that  Fifth 
street  be  iiiacadaiuized  froiD  F  to  Dorchester 
'treet:  Samuel  R.  Hiiiiwey  it  a  I.,  that  K  street, 
from  Broa<hvay  to  Muth 'street,  be  paved  with 
wood;  Benjaiuin  Anthony,  to  be  paiu  for  grade 
damagx>s  on  Cabot  and'  ^VesterII  ;t-eets;  Sa- 
luanth  Horn,  for  grade  damages  ?•  on  Ruggles 
street;  Alfred  Lingham,  for  "rade  damages 
on  Rnggle.s  street;  F.  J.  Hertnel,  for  |;rade 
damages  on  Ruggles  street ;  Minnie  AV.  Vi  eiler, 
Jacob  Bleiler,  Farrick  Kelley,  Francis  Woods  auct 
Jacob  Knapp,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggles  street;  Ann  and  Bridget  Dolan  and  Susan 
T.  Uallagher,  executrix,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  London  street;  Mrs.  Michael  Toomey,to 
be  paid  for  g-ade  damages  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  16;  Eilwin  MoCrillis,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Faris  street ;  Elizabeth  Coy,  to  be 
paid  for  grade  damages  on  Bennington  street ;  A. 
H.  Allen  et  n/.,  that  Cambridge  street,  Charles- 
town,  be  paved  M'itli  blockF,  and  Canal  street  be 
paved  with  wood ;  Horatio  Harris  et  ft/.,  that  the 
name  of  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  be  changed  to 
Washington  street;  Stetson  &  Fope  et  al.,  that  E 
.street,  between  First  and  Second  streets,  be  paved ; 
E.  H.  Baker  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  F  street  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Severally  accepted. 

Reiiort  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  LitUe  et  al.,  remonstrating  against 
th3  change  of  the  name  of  Warren  street,  as  no 
such  change  is  contemplated.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po 
lice',  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  authorizing 
the  payment  of  Officer  S.  B.  Heustis  for  extra  s-er- 
vices,  report  that  the  services  are  performed  at 
the  adult  evening  school  on  Anderson  street,  and 
are  in  addition  to  the  regular  duty  performed  by 
the  officer  during  the  day.  It  is  proper,  therefore, 
that  the  amount  should  be  allowed,  but  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  all  the  police  service 
required  in  connection  with  the  evening  schools 
should  be  performed  by  the  truani  officers  with- 
out extra  charge. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

"Alderman  Feters— What  is  the  "usual  manner" 
referred  to  in  the  order  for  the  approval  of  this 
bill? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  read  the  report 
again,  although  it  has  been  accepted.  The  gentle- 
man is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Folice,  but 
it  may  give  him  some  information.  [The  report 
was  read.] 

Alderman  Feters — I  understood  what  the  com- 
mittee did  at  that  meeting,  but  I  do  not  under- 
stand from  it  what  is  the  usual  manner  of  approv- 
ing that  bill,  or  to  what  appropriation  it  is  to  be 
charged.  I  do  not  see  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  answers  that  question. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  should  have 
asked  that  question — he  being  on  the  committee — 
before  he  made  the  report.  1  apprehend  that  it  is 
to  be  paid  in  the  usual  way,  and  I  presume  it  is  tc 
come  from  the  School  Fund. 

Alderman  Feters— The  report  is  much  more  ver- 
bose than  that  agreed  upon  ii-.  committee.  I  thor- 
oughly understood  it  then.  The  gentleman  says 
it  is  to  be  approved  in  the  usual  way.  I  want  to 
know  what  is  the  usual  way  of  approving  such 
bills.  Ave  they  approved  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — I  move  that  this  sub- 
ject be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Folice, 
that  they  may  be  posted  and  agree  upon  what  re- 
port they  should  make.  I  think  they  should  be 
better  iiiformed. 

Alderman  Frescott — I  move  a  reconsideration 
of  the  report  by  which  it  was  voted  to  accept  the 
report,  and  if  it  prevails,  I  will  then  move  to  lay 
it  upon  tlie  table.  It  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
whether  a  committee  of  this  Board  have  the  right 
to  approve  such  a  bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  school  board  are 
the  proper  authority  to  approve  such  bills.  I 
doubt  the  authority  "of  this  Board  to  approve  such 
bills.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
of  the  school  board,  I  have  approved  bills  for  the 
service  of  officers  at  our  evening  schools,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  matter  that  deserves  investigation. 
In  order  that  such  an  investigation  may  be  made, 
I  hope  the  reconsideration  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Feters— As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Folice,  1  vinderstood  perfectly  what  I  voted  for. 
But  1  cannot  understand  by  that  report  whether  it 
covers  what  I  voted  for  or  not.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  thinks  it   is   to   be  paid  from  the 


appropriation  for  the  School  Fund;  but  in  what 
way  the  approval  is  to  be  made  is  something  I 
have  not  known  before.  Those  two  questions  are 
still  unanswered. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  very  happy  to  see  the 
Alderman  desiring  to  obtain  intelligence.  I  sup- 
pose that  when  this  Board  i>asses  an  order  to  pay, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  bill  to  be  approved  by 
any  one-  This  is  a  small  matter  of  §41,  but  four 
millions  go  through  without  a  word.  However,  I 
like  to  see  even  small  matters  discussed. 

Alderman  Frescott — 1  still  doubt  the  authority 
of  this  Board  to  make  an  appropriation  of  money 
from  the  School  Fund.  That  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  school  boar<l.  This  matter  needs  investiga- 
tion. If  this  officer  has  performed  sei-\nces  at  the 
evening  school,  and  we  can  a))prove  his  bill,  why 
should  not  the  bills  of  all  officers  serving  there 
take  the  same  course  ?  I  know  that  bills  of  other 
officers  are  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts of  the  school  board. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  convinced  that 
the  ijrojier  course  is  to  recommit  this  matter,  so 
that  the  chairman  may  be  posted  upon  it.  He  is 
in  doubt,  and  we  should  hsve  these  questions 
answered.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  is  not 
posted,  and  does  not  give  an  intelligent  answer  to 
the  question. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  t  J  know  what  the 
question  is. 

Alderman  Feters— The  point  I  would  like  to 
make  is  that  we  cannot  appropriate  this  money 
from  the  School  Fund.  I  supposed  the  report  was 
to  be  that  we  approve  this,  and  it  should  be  paid 
from  the  School  Fund.  The  report  as  made  does 
not  say  that.  The  point  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  is  a  good  one. 

Alderman  Cutter— Ferhaps  I  had  better  give  the 
whole  history  of  this  order.  It  was  put  in  here 
at  the  si)ecial  meeting  and  passed  without  a  word 
being  said  about  it.  I  subsequently  moved  a  re- 
consideration, which  prevailed,  and  on  my  mo- 
tion it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Folice, 
whose  report  has  been  read.  It  is  our  duty  to  re- 
ject or  pass  the  order.  Such  orders  havepassed 
this  Board.  The  committee  thought  that  the  tru- 
ant officers  should  perform  this  duty,  so  that  the 
city  should  be  put  to  no  extra  expense. 

Alderman  Peters — The  gentleman  has  taken  the 
credit  of  moving  a  reconsideration  of  this  order 
when  it  was  first  introduced.  I  thought  I  saw  a 
cat  in  the  meal  in  the  expression  "in  the  usual 
manner,"  but  I  thought  it  would  look  like  a  re- 
flection on  the  chairman  of  the  Folice  Committee 
to  do  anything.  I  think  we  are  now  getting  the 
order  into  proper  shape. 

Alderman  Frescott — The  Alderman  from  Ward 
6  says  no  objection  was  raised.  The  reason  I 
raised  no  objection  was  that  the  order  read  "for 
extra  services."  I  did  not  know  it  was  for  duty 
in  our  schools.  This  is  a  proper  time  to  have  the 
question  settled  whether  this  is  the  place  to  have 
such  bills  approved. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
reason  of  this  order  coming  to  this  Board  is  that 
it  is  to  pay  |41  to  a  police  officer.    Had  it  been  to 

Eay  money  to  any  other  jierson,  this  Board  would 
ave  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  the  onier 
passes  here,  the  oills  will  be  sent  back  to  the 
school  board  and  they  will  pay  it. 

Alderman  Frescott's  motion  to  reconsider  was 
lost. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  renew  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  report. 

The  Chairman — It  is  impossible  to  recommit  the 
report,  it  having  been  accepted  and  a  reconsidera- 
tion refused. 

Alderman  Worthington — Can  we  not  recommit 
the  order  ? 

The  Chairman— The  order  was  referred,  and  has 
been  reported  upon ;  the  report  has  been  accepted 
and  a  reconsideration  has  been  refused.  The 
Chair  rules  that  the  order  cannot  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Alderman  Frescott  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  put  and  declared  lost.  Alder- 
man Stebbins  doubted  the  vote  and  it  was  verified 
by  a  (livision — 6  for,  6  against. 

'Alderman  Frescott- f  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  Other  police  officers  who  have  performed 
services  at  the  evening  schools  send  their  bills  to 
the  school  board  and  they  are  paid  there.  I  know 
no  reason  why  there  should  be  any  distinction 
made. 

Alderman  Cutter— What  is  the  name  of  an  offi- 
cer who  has  received  such  pay  without  coming  to 
this  Board  ? 


JUNE 


1874 


341 


Alderman  Prescott— I  liave  not  the  name  of  the 
oflScei,  but  I  am  sure  of  the  fact.  I  have  been  to 
every  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  and 
have  helped  approve  the  bills  for  service  similar 
to  this. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  the  Board  are 
not  ready  to  pass  this  order  tonight.  There  is 
trouble.  We  are  either  interfering  with  the 
School  Committee  or  not.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  who  is  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
says  he  has  approved  the  same  kind  of  bills.  I 
think  that  board  are  capable  of  doing  their  busi- 
ness, and  should  not  be  interfered  with.  Gentle- 
men should  have  time  to  look  into  this  matter. 

Al.(ernian  Hall— I  move  that  the  order  be  spe- 
cially assigned  for  next  Monday  at  Ave  o'clock 
P.M. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
ortler  going-over,  but  it  must  be  known  to  every 
member  of  this  Board  that  no  police  oiHcer  can 
receive  pay  from  any  other  source  except  by  per- 
mission of' this  Boar'd.  It  is  against  the  rules  of 
the  department.  Therefore  this  order  comes 
here  to  allow  the  officer  to  receive  pay  fo-  extra 
services  which  will  be  paid  after  the  bill  has  been 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the 
school  board.  There  vn  ill  be  no  danger  of  paying 
an  unjust  bill,  because  it  will  have  to  be  audited  in 
the  usual  way. 

Alderman  Hall— There  seems  to  be  some  differ- 
ence of  opinion  whether  this  order  should  be  paid, 
and  as  there  is  no  necessity  for  passing  it  tonight 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  consent  to  have  it  specially 
assigned  for  next  Monday  at  five  o'clock. 

Alderman  Power— It  is'  only  a  waste  of  time.  A 
police  officer  has  no  right  to  take  any  money  from 
any  source  unless  an  order  giving  permission  is 
Ijassed  by  tlus  Board.  If  he  does  he  is  liable  to  be 
discharged. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  wa ;  lost  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Briclges,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  L.  Randall,  et  al.,  that  some  temporary 
provision  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  trav- 
elleis  between  the  foot  of  Leverett  street  and  East 
C-tmbridge— Report  that  they  have  conferred  with 
the  Cambridge  Bridge  Commissioners,  and  they 
report  that  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  commis- 
sioners in  an  accompanying  communication  dated 
June  8,  it  is  not  only  inexpedient,  but  impracti- 
cable to  make  the  temporary  provision  asked  for. 
The  reasons  given  in  the  communieation  referred 
to,  are,  in  brief— first,  that  seven  hundred  feet  in 
length  of  the  bridge  have  to  be  removed  and  re- 
newed while  the  new  draw  is  being  built;  second, 
the  use  of  other  portions  of  the  bridge  for  foot 
travel  would  delay  the  work  and  be  dangerous  to 
travellers ;  third,  "the  cities  of  Cambridge  and  Bos- 
ton would  be  liable  for  damages  causeii  by  any  ac- 
cidents resulting  from  the  use  of  such  a  tempora- 
ry bridge,  and  such  accidents  would  be  liable  to 
occur. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Reports  as  follows : 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  —  James  Neville, 
corner  Lewis  wharf  and  Atlantic  avenue:  Albert 
Fellner,  129  and  131  Federal  street ;  Charles  Wil- 
liams, 41  Su  bury  street :  A.  B.  Bush,  169  Tremont 
street ;  W.  H.  Taber,  655  Washington  street;  L.  A. 
Nelson,  II6V2  Commercial  street;  Henry  A.  Rich, 
205  Hanover  street;  Fayette  G I  Dayton,  23  Avon 
street;  George  Szyransky,  27V2  Carver  street; 
Charles  H.  Prince,  70  Sumner  street.  East  Boston; 
Warren  S.  Thayer,  Thaver's  Hotel,  MiltOL  Lower 
Mills ;  H.  &  J.  Pfaff ,  16"  Arch  street ;  C.  F.  Heilge, 
685  Washington  street ;  Edward  Burns,  97  Fourth 
street ;  Daniel  Sargent,  177  Shawmut  avenue ; 
James  Y.  Jones,  187  North  street;  H.  McDonnell, 
near  bath  house,  Chelsea  Bridge. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— True  W.  Seaver, 
13  Chelsea  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — James  Dolan, 
corner  Shawuiut  avenue  and  (Treen  street,  Wa'd 
17;  Isaac  M.  Jennison,  186  and  188  Friend  street ; 
Leavitt  &  Murphy,  Bell  Cottage,  Long  Island. 

AVagon  Licenses  Granted— P.  Shoa,  209  Tremont 
street;  H.  M.  Field,  Joseph  L.  Knowlton,  A.  A. 
Waterman  (transfeis). 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Five  bootblacks 
and  seven  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— John  Giblin,  to 
exhibit  revolving  horses  on  Broadway,  between  C 
andD  streets. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Moses  H.  Lib- 
bey,  124  Broadway :  Holbrook  &  Fox,  No.  8  Kilby 
street. 


Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  that  the  upper 
story  of  the  City  Hall  in  Charlestown  be  fitted  up 
for  a  class  in  drawing— Report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations in  the  upper  story  of  City  Hall,  Charles- 
town,  for  class  instruction  in  drawing;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Pubnc  Buildings. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health,  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Reports  recom- 
mending the  granting  of  petitions  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy stables  by  M.  L.  Murry,  on  Bellevue  street; 
Franklin  Snow  &  Co.,  on  T  wharf;  J.  A.  Sevy,  on 
Quincy  street,  near  Myrtle ;  George  H.  Frost,  on 
Taylor  street,  near  Neponset  avenue,  Ward  16; 
Benjamin  Robbins,  Fulton  street,  corner  of  Cross, 
f^everally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers- 
Ordered,  That  $35  69  be  abated  from  sewer  as- 
sessment of  J.  A.  Cummings's  heirs  on  Sixth 
stieet,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Han- 
nah M.  Briscoe. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Supe'- -atendent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  directed  to  renew  the  covering  of  Stony 
Brook'  between  Vernoa  and  Elmwood  streets  ;  the 
expense  to  be  chai  -■.ed  to  the  appropriation  for 
Sewers 
Read  twice    wa  passed. 

Order  for  aie  Superintendant  of  Sewers  to  con- 
struct a  sewer  in  Bird  street,  from  Baker  place 
towards  Columbia  street,  and  t»  report  a  schedule 
of  the  expense  to  this  Board.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  to  pay  J.  B.  Fallon  §43  16,  for  land  taken 
and  damages  occasioned  by  the  improvement  of 
the  channel  of  Stony  Brook,  in  the  town  of  West 
Roxbury.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  con- 
struct a  sewer  in  Fairfield  street,  between  the  east 
side  of  Beacon  street  and  Charles  River,  and  to 
report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  to  this  Board. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  South  Boston  Flats  in 
1872,  remaining  unpaid,  amounting  to  .^^275,  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  and 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Funds,  Joint  Committees. 

Alderman  Port'er  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Aldeiman  Cutter — Why  was  not  that  order 
passed  before  tliis  date? 

Alderman  Power — This  order  comes  from  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  who  says  it  is  a  matter  that 
ought  to  be  paid.  Why  it  remains  unpaid,  I  do 
not  know.  The  Auditor  is  satisfied  that  it  should 
be  paid,  and  he  wrote  that  order.  My  own  recol- 
lection is,  that  the  committee  incurred  the  ex- 
pense (111  this  occasion  in  connection  with  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  and  the  members  of  the 
Legislarurs.  They  went  over  the  ground  in  a  tug- 
boat. I  understand  that  this  bill  was  contracted 
on  that  occasion  and  has  remained  unpaid. 

Alderman  Ctttter — Is  the  Alderman  himself  sat- 
isfied that  it  ought  to  be  paid? 

Alderman  Power — I  am  satisfied  the  bill  was 
contracted  for  with  the  person  who  presents  it. 
It  was  thought  that  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
had  something  to  do  with  it  ami  ought  to  pay  it. 
But  I  am  now  satisfied  that  such  was  not  the  case. 
Alderman  Peters— Can  the  gentleman  tell  who 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  at  that  time  and 
why  he  did  not  approve  the  bill  then? 
Aldein^au  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark— This  bill  was  contracted  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  South  Boston  Flats, 
two  years  ago  or  more.  A  steamboat  was  hired, 
and  members  of  the  Legislature,  Harbor  Commis- 
sion and  City  Government  went  down  to  look  over 
the  Ofltire  ground,  and  this  bill  is  for  refresh- 
ments furnished  by  J.  B.  Smith.  It  is  probably  as 
honest  a  bill  as  -^'as  ever  presented  to  the  City 
Governmei.t  for  matters  of  this  kind.  The  reason 
it  has  remained  so  long,  nobody  can  state.  My 
impression  is  that  it  was  contracted  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  but  I  am  not  sur'e 
of  the  fact.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  bill 
should  be  paid,  if  any  such  bills  are  paid. 
The    object  was    to   have    the   members   or   the 
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Legislature  and  others  go  down  there,  look 
over  this  territory,  and  make  up  their  minds 
whether  certain  improvements  proposed  were  ad- 
visable or  not.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  City  (Government  thought  those  improve- 
ments were  necessary,  and  furthermore  that  the 
work  has  been  in  progress  for  the  last  six  or  eight 
months,  and  I  hoi)e  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  they  will  be  completed.  I  cannot  give  a 
reason  why  the  bill  has  remained  unpaid  so  long. 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  it  by  the  Au<litor, 
an'd  at  my  instance,  it  was  i)ut  into  this  Boara 
instead  of  going  to  the  Council  tirst. 

Alderman  Power — It  seems  to  me  now  that  the 
matter  was  referred  to  a  sub-committee  and  the 
person  who  had  charge  of  it  did  not  present  the 
bill  till  the  close  of  the  year,  and  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  has  not  been  a  member  of  The 
(Government  since.  The  representatives  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  the  wharf  company 
and  the  State  went  to  view  the  premises  before 
the  contract  was  agreed  upon,  and  this  bill  is  for 
refreshments  furni.-hed  on  that  occasion  by  Mr. 
Smith.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes  with  Mr. 
Smith,  it  is  not  an  unusual  thing  witli  him  to  send 
in  his  bills  to  the  city  rather  late.  Consitlering 
the  large  number  present  1  do  not  think  the  biU 
is  exorbitant. 

Alderman  Harris — I  move  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Brooks — That  reference  is  unneces- 
sary, and  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Clark — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  g-Mng  to  the  Finance  Committee,  but  no 
further  explanation  can  be  made.  I  think  the 
bill  should  be  paid.  It  was  in  the  hands  of  a  sub- 
committee, the  chairman  of  which  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government  last  year.  I  was 
surprised  to  learn  that  the  bill  had  not  been  paid. 
Alderman  Peters — I  hope  the  order  will  pass; 
the  exjilauation  given  seem-)  to  me  to  be  suffi- 
cient. 

Alderman  Harris's  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and 
the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Wortliington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry.  M.  V. 
M.,  at  American  Hall,  Sanford  street,  Ward  16,  be 
discontinued  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  187-1 ;  the  armory  of  said  company  having  been 
transferred  to  the  old  high-school  building  in 
Dorchester,  owned  by  the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Company 
I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.M.,  at  the 
corner  of  Gibson  street  and  Dorchester  avenue, 
be  approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit 
of  arms  and  equipments. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  request- 
ing an  extra  appropriation  of  .?12,0()0  for  the  pur- 
chase of  two  acres  of  land  on  the  northwest  bor- 
der of  the  cemetery,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
thereon  a  new  receiving  tomb.  On  his  motion  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  Cem- 
etery. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  ou 
County  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  District-Attorney  that  rooms  be  fitted 
up  in  the  building  30  Pemberton  square  for  him- 
seif  and  his  two  assistants— Report  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  petition.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Hanning  that  a  bond  and  agreement  now 
standing  in  the  name  of  Winifred'  Hanning  be 
cancelled — Report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Street  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Lexington  street,  between  Putnam  and 
Prescott  streets.  East  Boston ;  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Prescott  street,  between  Tren- 
ton and  Bennington  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  of  furnishing 
and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Bennington 


street,  between  Havre  an<l  Prescott  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  flutters  ou  the  nortlierly  side  of  Chelsea 
street,  between  Prescott  ami  Saratoga  streets,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  Uhatthe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Saratoga  street,  between  Pres- 
cott and  Chelsea  streets ;  also  upon  the  southerly 
side  of  Saratoga  street,  between  Chelsea  anil 
Bremen  streets,  and  to  rejiort  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  of  furnishing  and  setting 
said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Trenton  street, 
between  Brooks  and  Prescott  streets,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  the  northerly  side  of  Richmond 
street,  between  Chapman  and  Canal  streets,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  the  northerly  side  of  Canal  street, 
betw  een  Richmond  and  Cainbridge  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sujieiinteudent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Short  street, 
Charlestown,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expens"^  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendents  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Chatham  row  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  81200. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Haymarket  square  from  Union 
street  to  Haverhill  and  Charlestown  streets  \vith 
small  granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost  §29,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Beverly  street,  from  Causeway 
street  to  Warren  Bridge,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  810,500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Blackstoue  street,  from  Clinton 
street  to  Haymarket  square,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost  .§20,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  North  street,  between  Ferry  and 
Biackstone  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Es- 
timated cost,  88500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Commercial  street,  from  Atlantic 
avenue  to  Charles-River  Bridge,  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks.    Estimated  cost,  S-10,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Causeway  street, from  the  Boston 
&  Maine  Railroad  Crossing  to  Commercial  street, 
with  small  granite  blocks.  Estimated  cost,  822,000. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Providence  street  according  to 
the  established  grade,  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  roadway  of  said  street  \rtth  small  grau- 
te  blocks  .    Estimated  cost,  811,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Columbus  avenue,  between  Ten- 
nvson  street  and  Park  square,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  816,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Fostev  street,  between  Washington  and  South 
streets,  Brighton,  as  shown]on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  May  1, 1874, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Richmond  street 
lying  between  Austi  i  and  Canal  streets,  Charles- 
town, be  hereafter  called  and  knbwn  as  Canal 
street. 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Washington  street 
lying  between  Guild  row  and  Pynchon  street, 
Roxbviry,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  "Rox- 
bury  street,"  and  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  place  signs  upon  and  num- 
ber said  street. 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Shawmut  avenue 
Iving  between  Washington  and  Dudley  streets,  in 
front  of  the  Universalist  church,  be  hereafter 
called  and  known  as  '-Guild  Row." 

Ordered,  That  the  name  of  '-Washington  street" 
be  given  to    (^Guild    row  in   Roxbury,  and    also  to 
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that  portion  of  Shawmut  avenue  in  Roxbui-y  lying 
between  Dudley  street  and  Egleston  square,  and 
to  Shawmut  avenue  in  West  Roxbui-y  between 
Egleston  square  and  the  dividing  line  between 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Dedham,  to 
the  end  that  Washington  street  may  be  a  con- 
tinuous central  avenue,  running  in  nearly  a 
straight  line  from  Haymarket  square  to  the  line 
of  Dedham  in  Norfolk  County. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  corpo- 
rations, to  erect  gates  at  the  crossings  of  said 
roads  on  Marginal  and  Sumner  streets,  East  Bos- 
ton, and  to  station  agents  to  open  and  close  the 
same  whenever  an  engine  or  train  passes. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  back  the  fence  on  the  southerly- 
side  of  Dudley  street  between  Greenville  street 
and  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue  to  the  line  of  widening 
said  street,  and  to  pave  the  sidewalk  on  the  south- 
erly side  of  said  street  with  brick,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  side- 
walk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Assessments  for  sidewalks  as  follows:  Main 
street,  Charlestowu,  between  railroad  bridge  and 
Somerville,  edgestones,  $143  55;  Mill  street, 
Caarlestown,  between  Canal  street  and  Essex 
street,  edgestones  and  sidewalks,  §355  55.  Several- 
ly accepted,  and  orders  for  collection  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Maiden  Bi'idge  be  closed 
against  the  passage  of  vehicles  while  the  paving 
of  Alford  street  is  in  progress. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  Holmes  & 
Blanchard  to  run  a  wire  rope  from  No.  6  Charles- 
town  street  to  Haymarket  Block,  for  the  trans- 
mission of  power,  upon  condition  that  said  parties 
shall  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor,  holding  the  city 
harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses  "on  account  of  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  maintenance  and  use  of  sai& 
rope  across  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MOTION  FOR  RECONSIDERATION. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
on  petition  of  P.  A.  Collins  ct  al.  The  petitioners 
thought  that  injustice  had  been  done  them,  and 
they  desired  a  hearing  before  the  full  Board. 

A'lderman  Stebbins— These  parties  have  had  a 
full  hearing  before  the  committee.  If  this  Board 
desires  to  give  them  a  full  hearing,  here  are  sixty 
or  seventy  applications  for  victuallers'  licenses  oh 
which  leaVe  to  withdraw  has  been  given.    Many 


of  them  desire  to  be  heard  before  the  fuU  Board. 
I  state  this  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  if 
they  desire  to  give  all  such  cases  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  in  order  to  keep  it  alive, 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 

REPAIR  SHOP  FOR  LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  issue 
a  permit  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps  to  erect  a 
repair  shop  and  stable  for  five  horses  on  the  por- 
tion of  the  Sewer  Department  wharf  set  apart 
for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  application  on 
file  in  said  Inspector's  othce,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  dollars;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  the  order  take  its  second 
reading. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  what  are  to  be  the 
dimensions  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Hall— The  building  proi)osed  is  to  be 
40  by  60  feet.    It  is  outside  of  the  building  limits. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  like  to  have  some 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  repair  shop. 

Alderman  Hall — The  committee  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  repair  their  own  lamps,  and  to  that 
end  a  part  of  the  land  of  the  Sewer  Department 
has  been  set  off  for  the  purpose.  The  department 
propose  to  keep  a  supjsly  of  posts  on  hand,  so  that 
we  can  set  them  when  they  are  required. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  ijassed. 

SMALLPOX    HOSPITAL, 

Alderman  AVorthington  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  passed  for  the 
Committee  on  Health,  with  the  approval  of  the 
City  CouncU  nnd  Board  of  Health,  to  purchase  a 
suitable  lot  and  buildings  for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  proposed  to  amend  the 
order  so  that  it  read  as  it  was  originally  intro- 
duced. 

Alderman  Hall  favored  a  reconsideration,  in 
order  that  the  subject  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  be  considered. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

THE  WATER    BOARD. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  majority  and  minority  reports  on  the 
subject  of  consolidating  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate 
water  boards. 

Alderman  Peters — As  the  minority  intend  to 
make  some  pretty  extensive  remarks  upon  this 
subject,  and  as  it  is  getting  pretty  late,  I  move  the 
Board  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Board  adjourned 
to  Tuesday,  June  9,  at  71/2  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    11,    lb74. 


Rcp;iilar  weekly  meeting  at  8  P.  31.,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Charles  H.  Merritt,  T.  H.  Libby,  L. 
Flanders  et  al. ;  commvmication  from  the  Mayor 
announcing  a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  caused  by  the  death  of  Dr. 
George  Fabyan;  and  request  from  the  Trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  jf  12,000.  Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  James  Manning,  that  a  bond  for  land 
on  Albany  street,  near  Stoughton  street,  may  be 
issued  in  his  name,  etc.    Accepted. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory of  Companv  1,  First  Regiment,  at  American 
Hall.  Sanford  street.  Ward  16.  Read  twice  and 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solve and  order  for  the  widening  of  Leverett 
street,  on  the  southwest  side,  between  Cragie 
Bridge  and  Charles  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$16,000.  Acceuted,  and  said  resolve  and  order 
read  a  second  time  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  S.  B.  Heustis,  police  offi- 
cer, §41.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  estate  of  John 
Haven,  17.501  square  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending Clifton  street,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
forty  cents  per  square  foot.  Order  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  incurred  by  the  commit- 
tee of  1872,  on  South  Boston  flats,  $275.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  May.  Placed 
on  file. 

COLLECTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  order  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county,  and  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax,  came  from  the  other 
branch  with  non-concurrence  in  the  amendments 
(to  make  the  rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes  after 
January  1st  and  on  bank  and  corporation  shares 
nine  per  cent,  instead  of  [twelve  per  cent.)  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  am  of  the  same  opinion 
now  that  I  was  last  Thursday  evening  when  I 
moved  to  reduce  theiiate  of  interest  from  twelve 
per  cent,  to  nine.  I  have  learned  since  that  there 
IS  a  legal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  making  the  rate 
nine  per  cent,  in  both  cases,  and  I  therefore  move 
that  the  Council  adhere  to  its  action  in  adopting 
the  amendment  making  the  rate  of  interest  to  be 
charged  on  all  unpaid  taxes  after  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary nine  per  cent,  (instead  of  twelve  per  cent,  as 
in  the  original  order),  and  recede  from  the  amend- 
ment, making  the  interest  on  the  shares  of  na- 
tional banks  and  other  corporations  nine  per  ce^.t. 
instead  of  twelve.  1  would  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  in  addition  to  this  rate  of  interest,  if  it  is 
placed  at  nine  per  cent.,  citizens  have  to  pay  a 
penalty  if  they  neglect  to  pay  until  after  the  1st  of 
January,  of  four  per  cent,  upon  the  first  hundred 
dollars  of  their  taxes,  two  per  cent,  on  the  second 
hundred  and  one  per  cent,  upon  the  balance  of 
the  bill.  That  additional  percentage  goes  to  the 
deputy  collector  in  the  Treasurer's  office  and  this 
four,  two  and  one  per  cent,  goes  upon  the  bill  at 
once.  It  seeins  to  me  that  nine  per  cent,  interest 
is  a  sufficient  penalty  to  iiii])ose  upon  the  citizens 
of  Boston.  However  agreeable  it  may  be  to 
the  Treasurer  to  have  the  bills  paid  on  the  1st  of 
January,  in  order  that  he  may  settle  up  his  books, 
I  do  not  think  that  is  a  sufficient  argument  for  the 
extortionate  penalty  attached,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  city  of  Boston  should  stand  in  the  light  of  a 
usurer  to  that  extent.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
penalty  of  ni.ie  per  cent,  is  sufficient  for  citizens 
to  pay^  and  I  therefore  hope  my  motion  will  i)re- 
vail.  I  accept  the  twelve  per  cent,  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  order  relating  to  bank  shares,  be- 
cause the  rate  of  interest  in  such  cases  is  governed 
by  the  statute  law  and  any  order  passed  here 
would  be  a  nullity. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Last  year  we  passed  an 
order  chaiging  twelve  per  cent,  interest  for  taxes 
remaining  unpaid  after  the  1st  of  January,  and  I 


have  heard  o  f  no  complaints  from  it.  Under  that 
rule  there  was  a  deficiency  of  ,*20o,505  17  ou  the 
1st  of  January,  and  the"  citj' is  a  borrower  of 
money.  It  is  not  the  moderate  taxjjayer,  nor  the 
poll  taxpayer, nor  the  rich  who  are  injured  by  this 
rule ;  it  is  the  speculator  who  can  loan  his  luoney 
at  twelve  or  fifteen  per  cent,  and  borrow 
at  nine  per  cent,  of  the  city.  The  citj'  needs  the 
money  to  meet  its  current  expenses.  Last  year 
the  Treasurer  was  forced  to  boiTow  after  Decem- 
ber, in  addition  to  the  usual  loan,  on  account  of 
the  taxes  coming  in  so  slowly.  It  is  an  injury  to 
the  treasury  to  be  compelled  to  borrow  so  much  to 
meet  its  bills.  As  to  the  bank  tax,  there  is  a  State 
law  in  regard  to  tliat,  and  the  Treasursr  has  to 
pay  the  State  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  taxes  on  all 
bank  and  corporation  shares  remaining  unpaid 
after  the  first  of  November.  There  is  another 
point  which  has  not  been  made.  Xo  interest  is 
charged  until  November;  the  people  have  the 
money  three  months  after  it  is  due,  and  it  is  no 
burden  at  aU.  I  hope,  for  the  credit  of  the  city, 
the  Council  will  recede  from  all  the  amendments, 
and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  must  say  that  I  still  ad- 
here to  the  opinion  I  expressed  the  other  evening ; 
if  the  law  is  such  that  we  cannot  alter  the  second 
part  of  the  order  we  must  accept  that  position, 
but  I  hope  the  Council  will  adhere  to  their  action 
on  the  first  part  of  the  order  the  other  evening. 
I  cannot  see  any  reason  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  "Ward  16.  Nine  per  cent,  interest 
after  the  first  of  January  is  a  larger  percentage 
than  the  city  will  ever  have  to  pay,  in  case  the 
taxes  are  not  paid. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  city  of  Boston  can 
borrow  money  now  at  six  per  cent.,  possibly  at 
five  per  cent,  on  call.  She  used  to  borrow  it  at  fif- 
teen per  cent,  and  loan  it  to  citizens  at  seven.  Is 
it  the  part  of  the  city  to  do  that  ?  Capitalists  the 
world  over  notice  this.  The  mer^  fact  that  the 
city  allows  uncollected  debts  to  remain  unpaid  is 
iniurious  to  its  credit.  I  have  not  heard  the 
twelve  per  cent.  conq)lained  of  yet,  but  at  a  lower 
rate,  I  have  heard  taxpayers  say  it  is  the  cheapest 
loan  they  can  make  in  "the  market.  They  can  wait 
uiitU  the  city  advertises  their  property  and  then 
pay  the  expenses  and  interest,  and  make  money 
by'it.  The  city  does  not  do  a  banking  business. 
This  per  cent,  is  not  to  make  money  for  the  city, 
but  simply  to  collect  what  are  its  just  dues. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  is  due  to  us  that 
this  matter  should  be  stated  fairly ;  that  we  shomd 
have  no  bugbear  raised  about  the"  city's  credit  suf- 
fering or  the  city  going  into  the  banking  business. 
Who  supposed  that  the  city  was  going  into  the 
banking  business?  My  worthy  friend  fiom  Ward 
16  lias  stated  here  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
$295,000;  well,  suppose  there  was?  Is  that  "any 
reason  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  charge  its 
citizens  twelve  per  cent,  if  they  cannot  come  up 
and  pay  their  taxes  promptly?  It  is  prejJDsterous 
to  talk  about  the  city  doing  a  banking  business. 
Now,  let  us  go  farther,  and  see  what  the  matter  is. 
The  rate  of  interest  on  bank  shares  is  fixed 
by  law  and  it  is  not  competent  for  us  to 
make  an  amendment  to  that  part  of  the 
order,  and  therefore  we  should  recede  from 
that ;  it  is  not  worth  talking  about.  But  I  think 
we  should  adhere  to  the  nine  per  cent,  in  the  other 
case.  I  think  that  is  the  view  of  this  Council  and 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
right  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  charge  any  portion 
of  her  citizens  twelve  per  cent,  for  monev :  that  is 
what  it  does — no  more,  no  less.  We  might  as  well 
talk  in  plain  Anglo-Saxon :  1  mean  to,  and  gener- 
ally do.  My  friend  also  states  that  it  does  not  in- 
jure the  poor  taxi)ayer;  well,  we  have  got  to  legis- 
late for  somebody  "else  beside  poor  taxpayers: 
there  is  no  force  in  the  argument.  We  have  got 
to  legislate  for  all  our  people,  whether  poor  tax- 
payers or  millionnaires.  The  city  is  borrowing 
money  today,  and  if  it  desires  it  can  do  so  at 
less  than  five  per  cent,  ou  call.  There  is  no 
question  about  that.  But  the  city  is  paying  out 
interest  u]>oii  permanent  loans  at  a  much  larger 
rate  than  five  or  six  per  cent.,  as  testified  to  by 
our  worthy  Treasurer  before  a  committee  of  the 
Legislature,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member.  I  can  see  no  argument  whatever  for 
charging  twelve  per  cent,  to  the  citizens  of  Boston 
who  pay  their  taxes  at  such  times  as  may  be  con- 
venient" to  them,  and  the  non-payment"  of  which 
is  not  detrimental  to  the  city's  interest.  If  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  were  millions  of  dollars, 
perhaps  the  case  might  "be  different.  An  item  of 
two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  a  small 
amount.      With  real  estate  sellinsr  at  two-thirds 
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the  price  at  which  it  was  sold  two  years  ago,  there 
are  many  men— enterprising  builders  who  go 
ahead  and  advance  the  city's  interest— wiio 
cannot  raise  money  enough  on  the  1st  of 
January.  Why  should  not  our  people  be  taiily 
and  properly  treated?  Why  should  not  some 
leniency  be  shown  people  who  are  budding  up 
our  community?  Why  should  not  the  men  wlio 
are  building  houses  in  the  various  districts  of  our 
city  be  treated  fairly  and  squarely?  Why  should 
they  be  compelled  to  pay  twelve  per  cent,  interest 
upon  their  taxes  when  they  may  not  have  the 
money  on  the  1st  ot  January  to' carry 'ovit  their 
plansj  or  do  not  realize  money  which  they  ought 
to  have  received  from  others?  I  am  willing 
that  an  amount  should  be  paid  sulficient  to 
remunerate  the  city  for  the  use  of  the  money, 
but  I  am  not  willing  to  concede  that  it  is 
necessary  to  charge  twelve  per  cent.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  adhere  to  its  action  in  the 
first  part  of  the  ordei-,  because  I  believe  it  is  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  city,  for  the  people  and 
the  treasury.  The  Council  can  afford  to  adhere  to 
the  policy  instituted  here  when  this  matter  was 
first  brought  befc  re  us.  1  have  been  complained 
to  bv  heads  of  departments  about  City  Hall— men 
for  whom  1  have  the  utmost  respect,  who  say  I  am 
wrong  in  the  position  I  have  taken.  I  should  be 
most  happy  if  I  could  recede  from  that  position, 
but  in  conscience  I  cannot  do  it.  I  do  not  believe 
it  to  V)e  for  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  I  never 
can  vote  for  that  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be 
right.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  fair  or  right  that 
six  per  cent,  should  be  exacted  under  the  circum- 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  thac  the 
gentlemen  v«ho  object  to  making  this  rate  twelve 
per  cent,  put  it  upon  a  wrong  basis.  If  it  is  ob- 
jectionable to  put  the  rate  at  twelve  per  cent., 
there  is  the  same  objection  to  selling  an  estate  for 
the  non-pavinent  of  taxes  as  is  customary  after 
a  year  or  within  less  than  a  year.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  penalty.  The  same  objections  which 
are  urged  against  charging  twelve  per  cent,  might 
be  urged  against  i-elling  the  estate.  It  is  neces- 
sary and  important  that  the  city  should  have  its 
inohev  coming  in  with  a  certainty  at  the  time  when 
it  is  due,  and  in  order  to  bring  that  about  a  certain 
penaltv  is  imposed  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes, 
The  penaltv  is  twf  Ive  per  cent,  if  they  are  not 
paid  by  a  "certain  time,  and  if  it  goes  on  still 
further,  there  is  another  penalty— having  the 
property  sold.  The  gentleman  seems  to  put 
It  as  though  we  should  r.ot  be  hard  upon  builders. 
It  is  substantially  as  if  we  allow  money  to  lie  at  a 
rate  of  interest,  "and  allow  them  to  borrow  it  for 
indefinite  periods,  and  a«  stron;;  reasons  can  be 
urged  for  allowing  it  to  continue  for  one  or  two 
years  as  for  a  few  months. 

Mr.  i rain  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  entirely 
misapprehends  mv  position.  My  idea  is  that  a 
time  should  be  fixed  for  selling  the  property ;  tliat 
time  is  fixed  for  July,  and  I  should  not  object  to 
its  being  in  April,  I  say,  let  us  make  the  time 
for  the  payment  of  taxe"s  earlier,  if  you  please, 
but  not  insist  upon  a  high  rate  of  interest  after 
the  1st  of  January.  No  one  should  object  to  pay- 
ing his  taxes  within  the  limited  period,  but  many 
do  object  to  paying  such  a  high  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  West  of  \Vard  16— It  is  the  same  rate  as  was 
charged  last  year,  and  by  aJuiost  all  the  towns  in 
the  vicinity  of  Boston.  It  is  not,  as  might  be  in- 
ferred from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  that  the  city  wants  to  be  a  usurer,  that 
twelve  per  cent,  is  charged.  The  city  desires  to 
collect  Its  dues  in  order  to  get  money  to  meet  its 
expenses,  and  fixes  a  rate  of  interest  that  will 
bring  the  taxes  in  before  the  1st  of  January.  The 
little  penaltv  that  my  friend  from  AVard  9  alludes 
to— why,  it  is  only  $4.  What  does  that  amount  to? 
He  says  figure  it  up  on  a  S^oOOO  bill.  It  will  be  $i 
on  the  first  hundred,  ??2  on  the  second,  and  .?1  on 
the  rest,  and  comes  to  $54.  What  does 
he  care  about  that,  if  he  is  going  to 
speculate  with  $5000  for  six  months?  I 
cannot  see  any  injustice  in  it  at  all.  I 
have  not  heard  any  complaints  of  the  rate  last 
year.  It  is  very  true"  that  some  people,  from  aiis- 
fortuiie  or  other  causes,  cannot  pay  their  taxes. 
But  we  cannot  legislate  for  small  classes  of 
people.  To  some  people  it  is  a  burden  to  pay 
taxes  at  all,  even  without  any  interest;  but  we 
cannot  consider  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
whole  city. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  do  not  wish  to  bore  the 
Council,  but  this  matter  is  all  one-sided,  as  it 
seems  to  me.  The  rule  in  the  outlying  towns — in 
Medford,  for  instance,  where  I  have  to  pay  taxes 


—there  is  an  inducement  to  pay  taxes  early.  They 
take  off  a  certain  per  cent,  if  the  taxes  are  paid 
by  a  certain  time.  But  that  is  not  the  idea  here. 
They  put  up  the  rate  ot  interest  without  giving 
any  "inducement  to  pay  early. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Warci  9 — l'  think  the  gentleman 
entirely  misapprehends  that  rebate.  I  would  illus- 
trate in  this  way.    Suppos^e  tne  town  of  Medford 
wishes  to  assess"  ,t;iOO,000  taxes,  and  offers  four  per 
cent,  rebate  if  you  pay  it  within  a  certain  time.  If 
all  paid  within  that  time,  the  town   would  collect 
only  ®9G,000,  and  to  get  that  §100,000  it  would  assess 
the  citizens  for  .§104,000,  so  that  thej'  would  actually 
get  only  $1000  rebate  on  the  $100,000  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  citizens  would  have  to  pay  in  advance 
to  save  that  amount.    I  should  like  kiaow  how  the 
finances  of  the  city  could  be  managed  if  it  is  a 
smaU   matter   for    $200,000  to  be    tlue  from   the 
taxpayers     and     the     city     could     not    collect 
it.       It    has     been   shown    that    $295,000    were 
due     on     the     first     of     January     last      year, 
notwithstanding    the    measures  taken  to  collect 
it,  and  had  it  not  been  for  receipts  from  other 
sources    the    city   ^vould   have  had   to  borrow  to 
make  up  that  deficiency.    It  is  the  worst  thing 
that  The  city  can  do  to  borrow  money  to  meet  its 
current  expenses.    If  we  wish  to  raise  $50,000  or 
$100,000,  we  do  so  by  loans,  and  we  should  put  it 
into  our  taxes  anil  have  it    assessed.    If  we  are 
going  to  run  behindhaiiii   in  our  taxes  at  twelve 
per  cent,  interest,  what  wdl   be    the  effect  if  you 
reduce  the  rate  to  nir.e  per  cent?    Would  it  have 
the  effect  to  stimulate    people    tc    pay  taxes  any 
sooner?    I  think  it  \vill  make  the  taxes  more  be- 
hindhand  and    the  City  liea.-urer  will   find   him- 
self short  not  only  $20u.000,  but  ^400,000  or  $.500,000, 
and  be  compelleii  to  borrow  money  to   meet  cur- 
rent expenses.    The  cry  that  it  is  "extortion  is  all 
wrong.    The    city    is    not    a   lonner  of  money  to 
citizens.    It   has  to   meet   its  current   expenses, 
and     to     do    that     taxes    are    assessed    on     the 
first  day  of  October.    Citizens  know  on  the  1st  of 
May  what  they  will  have  to  pay,  and  have  from 
then  till  the  1st  of  January  to  provide  themselves 
with  til?  'neans  to  pay  their  taxes  before  this  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent,  goes  into  effect.    I  see  no  hard- 
ship in  that  at  all.    It  is  no  extortion.    But  it  is 
depriving  the  city  treasury  ot  what  belongs  to  it 
by'withholding   taxes  due  after  the  first  day  of 
November.    Thirty  days  are  allowed  citizens  to 
come  up  and  pay  their  taxes;  after  that  they  are 
charged  six  per  cent,  till  the  first  of  January.    I 
should  like  to  know  what  merchant  or  any  other 
class  of  citizens  would  allow  debts  due  to  run  tliiee 
or  four  months  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  unless 
it  was  agreed  upon  previously,  it  they  could  avoid 
it.    If  the  city  had  this  money  to  loan  to  citizens 
twelve  per  cent,  would    be    extortionate,    when 
money  could  be  obtained  for  five  or  six  per  cent. 
The  city  gets  money  at  five  or  six  per  cent,  now  to 
supply  its  immediate  necessities ;  but  it  must  pay 
five,  six  or  ten  per  cent,  if   it  is    necessary,  and  it 
should  not  be  placed   in    a  position    ot  having  to 
borrow  a  single  cent  to  meet  its  expenses.    Citi- 
zens know  six    or   eight   months   before  this   per 
cent,  is  charged  what  they  are  to  pay,  and  there  is 
no   reason    why,  under   ordinary   circumstances, 
thev  should  not  be  prepared  to  pay  taxes  by  the 
first  day  of  January.    If  unuer  any  circumstances 
they  are  unable  to  do  it,  they  have  to  pay  twelve 
per  cent,  after  the  1st  of  January.    But  it  would 
be  a  still  greater  hardship  to  have  their  property 
put   under   the    hammer   after   the  first  day  of 
July.     If    it    is    exeortionate    to     compel     citi- 
zens to    pay  twelve    per   cent.,  why    should    it 
not  be  a  hardship  to  put  their  property  under  the 
hammer?    The  object  is  merely  to  get  people   to 
pay  their  taxes,  which  is  a  hard  thing  to  do.    The 
Finance  Committee,  last  year,  took    this  method, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Treasurer  and  Audi- 
tor, of  gettirg  citizens  to  pay  their  just  dues  into 
the  city  treasury.    There  is  no  hardship  and  no 
extortion,  and  to  put  it  in  that  position  is  absurd, 
indeed.    It  is  money  that   belongs   to   the  city  of 
Boston  and  should  be  paid  when  it  is  due. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— My  colleague  has  stated 
that  citizens  know  about  the  let  of  May  what 
their  taxes  are  going  to  be.  I  do  r.ot  believe  a 
man  here  knows  what  his  taxts  are  to  be 
this  year,  and  it  is  now  consideiably  past  the 
1st  of  May.  Tax  bills  are  presented  about  the 
1st  of  November;  very  often  a  citizen  feels  that 
he  has  been  assessed  too  high,  either  upon  his  per- 
sonal property  or  real  estate,  or  both,  and  it  takes 
until  after  December  to  ascertain  whether  he  can 
get  a  rebate.  Parties  in  business  know  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  collect  money  the  middle  of  De- 
cember and  the  middle  of  January.    You  present 
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a  bill  ami  they  ask  you  to  wait  until  after  the  1st  of 
January.  Although  my  fziendfrom  Ward  16  states 
that  the  additional  ])ehalty  is  very  light,  ))ut  hav- 
ing in  view  the  fact  that  it  all  goes  upon  the  bdl 
at  once,  it  is  very  Important  that  it  should  be  tak- 
en into  conwideration.  He  also  states  that  this 
was  done  last  year.  We  all  remember  that  last 
year  was  a  remarkably  liard  one  ;  money  was  close 
and  It  was  difficult  for  parties  to  collect  at  all. 
Uniler  any  cucvimstances  I  think  nine  per  cent,  in- 
terest is  enough  for  the  city  of  IJoston  to  charge 
after  the  1st  of  January,  and  sufKcient  for  the  tax- 
payers to  pay.  I  move  that  when  the  question  be 
taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  do  not  suppose  the 
member  who  spoke  before  the  last  one,  meant 
that  a  man  knew  on  the  1st  of  May  precisely 
what  his  taxes  Avere  to  be,  but  he  takes  it  for 
granted  that  every  man  has  made  his  report, 
knows  the  property  he  will  be  assessed  upon  and 
about  what  the  rate  will  be,  so  that  there  is  no 
great  difficulty  about  computing  the  amount.  In 
regard  to  the  practice  of  towns  charging  re- 
bate, I  suppose  that  was  taken  from  the  London 
tailors.  They  had  a  habit  of  charging  §105  for  a 
suit  of  clothes,  and  $100  if  you  paid  cash,— they 
always  supposed  the  purchaser  would  not  pay  for 
five  or  six  months.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  asked  me  to  repeat  a  story  which  has 
a  considerable  bearing  upon  this  case.  The 
incident  happened  within  a  week.  A  gentle- 
man came  into  my  office  and  I  had  occasion  to  ask 
if  his  taxes  were  paid;  he  said  he  rather  thought 
they  were,  because  he  paid  +hein  last  December, 
add'ing,  "I  have  borrowed  from  .$;?000  to  §5000 
fi'om  the  city  heretofore,  at  six  or  seven  per 
cent.,  and  always  loaned  it  at  twelve  or  fifteen  per 
cent. ;  it  was  a  fat  thing  and  gave  a  good  margin. 
But  now,  I  pay  up  pretty  promptly;  three  per 
cent,  is  too  small  a  margin  to  speculate  upon,  so  I 
always  pay  up  on  the  29th  of  December." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— We  want  facts  and  not 
theories.  The  gentlemen  from  Wards  9  and  16 
have  said  the  city  is  not  a  loaner  of  money.  Who- 
ever said  she  was?  Nobody  ever  advanced  such 
an  argument.  My  friend  from  the  Seventeenth 
Ward  states  that  his  friend  says  he  has  borrowed 
from  S3000  to  $5000  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Who 
believes  it  ?  Does  Boston  loan  $5000  to  an 
individual  ?  No,  sir.  I  question  the  statement 
that  his  friend  says  so.  And  if  he  does,  that  does 
not  make  it  so.  We  know  it  is  not  true.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Waril  17 
would  state  that  which  is  not  true.  Boston  does 
not  loan  money.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
says  this  is  for  current  expenses,  and  Boston 
should  not  borrow  money.  Well,  let  us  reorgan- 
ize society.  Boston  always  has  borrowed  money 
for  years.  It  is  no  new  feature.  Where  is  that 
remark  gone  to  ?  Now,  then,  I  think  that  those 
who  desire  the  city  to  charge  twelve  per  cent,  in- 
terest have  proven  too  much,  sir.  Why,  my  friend 
here  upon  the  Finance  Committee  (Mr.  West)  says 
that  $295,000  of  unpaid  taxes  laid  over  last  year. 
Was  there  ever  as  much  before  ?  And  yet  that  was 
under  the  twelve  per  cent.  rule.  He  "has  proven 
too  much.  There  never  before  was  half  as  much 
as  last  year.  Let  us  deal  in  facts  and  figures — 
figures  do  not  lie.  Now,  I  would  like  to  ask  my 
worthy  friend  how  much  lies  over  today  of  the  un- 
paid taxes  of  last  year?  He  says  he  cannot 
answer.  All  right.  Then  he  says  "he  has  never 
heard  a  word  of  complaint  of  the  twelve  per  cent. 
I  heard  it  scores  of  times,  during  last  year,  from 
worthy,  estimable,  energetic  and  enterpi-ising  citi- 
zens of  Boston  who  have  been  paying  the  exorbit- 
ant rate  of  interest  which  is  charged.  Now,  it  is 
said  that  country  towns  do  iiot  do  so.  Country 
towns,  to  a  considerable  extent,  offer  induce- 
ments. Why  does  not  the  city  of  Boston 
emulate  the  example  of  the  country  towns  ?  Here 
again,  my  friend  states  that  it  was  the  rule  last 
year.  He  has  repeated  that  twice.  Because  it 
was  the  rule  last  year  is  that  any  reason  why  it 
should  be  so  this  year?  What  force  is  there  in 
that  argument,  especially  when  he  says  that  $295,- 
000  lie  over  from  last  year's  unpaid  taxes — some- 
thing that  never  was  heard  of  before  ?  And  my 
friend  here  on  my  left  states  that  the  discount  of 
five  per  cent,  conies  from  the  London  tailors. 
Does  he  not  know  the  rule  that  Boston  business  ■ 
men  have  adopted  for  years,  of  five  per  cent,  dis- 
count for  cash  ?  Did  we  learn  that  from  Lon- 
don tailors?  I  do  not  think  any  further  re- 
mark is  necessary  upon  that.  People  have  com- 
plained of  this  enormous  charge ;  taey  believe  it 
to  be  unnecessary,  uncalled  for  and  unprecedent- 
ed, and  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 


Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  says  this 
City  is  not  a  loaner  of  money  I  think  I  caii  show 
him  that  it  is,  and  that  a  lower  rate  of  interest  will 
increase  that  deficiency.  Some  of  the  heaviest  tax- 

J)avers  of  this  city  have  never  i)aid  their  taxes  till 
fuly ;  thev  said "  to  the  Treasurer  that  it  is  the 
cheapest  loan  they  can  make.  Last  year  they 
paid  them  on  the  1st  of  J-inudry.  I  am  free  to  say 
that  with  the  little  taxes  1  have  to  pay  I  wait  un- 
til the  last  of  December,  and  pay  >ix"  per  cent., 
but  I  have  a  greater  regard  for  my  pocket  than  to 
wait  longer.  The  gentleman  lays  great  stress  upon 
tne  fact  that  money  lies  over  at  twelve  percent.; 
that  only  shows  that  with  a  moderate  rate  of  in- 
terest m"ore  money  will  lie  over  and  less  taxes  will 
be  paid.    It  is  a  b'eautif  ul  arg-umeiit. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  like  logic ;  I  believe  in 
it,  but  where  logic  lies  I  think  my  friend  is  a 
stranger.  He  has  proved  what? — th'at  the  city  of 
Boston  is  a  loaner  of  money.  He  has  all  along 
said  that  the  city  is  a  borrower  of  money.  Let  us 
take  one  horn  or  the  other  of  the  dilemnia.  Is  the 
city  of  Boston  a  borrower  and  a  loaner  of  money 
at  the  same  time?  Does  my  friend  wish  to  make 
an  argument  on  that  ?  I  wish  he  would"  Boston 
is  either  a  borrower  or  a  loaner  of  money.  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that  Boston  does  not  loan"  money; 
she  has  no  such  right  uudei  her  charter.  She  is  a 
borrower  of  money  and  has  an  abundance, 
oceans  of  property,  and  is  abundantly  able 
to  pay  her  debts  at  any  moment,  and  she 
never  "  will  repudiate  a  dollar:  but  she  is 
not  a  loaner  of  money,  and  when  the  gentle- 
man undertakes  to  show  that  she  does  so,  it  is 
begging  the  (juestion.  State  things  as  they  are 
ana  ought  to  l)e  stated,  in  plain  Anglo-Saxon,  so 
that  they  can  be  understood  by  heads  as  thick  as 
mine.  \Vhy  cover  this  thing  ail  over?  Everybody 
knows  that  Boston  borrows  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  taxes,  to  pay  her  current  expenses,  and  has 
done  that  thing  fo'r  years,  and  people  complain 
that  they  are  charged"  this  enormous  rate  of  inter- 
est. I  d"o  not  believe  it  is  right ;  I  shall  not  vote 
for  it,  but  will  vote  for  the  opinion  as  expressed  at 
the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  would  ask  the  gei.tle- 
man  from  Ward  5  what  the  amount  of  the  deficit 
was  last  year?  He  states  that  figures  do  not  lie. 
There  was  a  panic  and  a  great  deal  of  speculation 
on  account  of  annexation.  If  the  member  has  the 
figures  I  would  like  to  know  what  they  are. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  should  like  to  answer 
the  question;  if  I  were  competent,  or  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee.  1  would.  The  o-entle- 
man  says  there  was  a  great  deal  of  speculation  on 
account  of  annexation.  I  am  aware  of  that;  it 
was  so  when  West  Roxbury  was  annexed,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  a  good  speculation,  especially  since 
we  have  annexed  that  green  garden  district.  I 
can  only  plead  Ignorance  of  the  answer  to  his 
question",  but  I  can  state  that  such  a  deficit  never 
occurred  in  my  experience. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  agree  -with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9,  and  others  who  have  siiokeu  of 
the  high  rate  of  interest,  with  regard  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  city  collecting  its  taxes  promptly. 
Yet  they  have  drifted  away  from  the  main  issue, 
wnich  is,  what  rate  of  interest  is  right  and  proper 
to  charge  that  will  enable  the  city  to  collect  its 
taxes  promptly.  Two  classes  are' unable  to  pay 
their  taxes  i  ro'mptly ;  one  consists  of  the  most  en- 
terprising business  "men  of  the  city  of  Boston ;  the 
other  is  composed  of  those  who,  from  loss  or  mis- 
fortune, aie  obliged  to  readjust  their  affairs  be- 
fore they  can  pay  their  taxes.  AVell,  it  may  be 
amusing' to  some  gentlemen  who  have  stated  that 
capitalists  do  not  pay  their  taxes,  but  I  have  not 
paid  my  taxes  for  1873.  I  now  owe  the  city  four 
or  five  tiiousand  dollars  for  taxes.  Why?  When 
the  panic  came  upon  us  last  October  I  liail  a  veiy 
large  amount  due  me  from  two  wealthy  mercan- 
tile firms  engaged  in  the  transportation  lousiness 
in  this  city,  and  they  coiikl  not  pay  me  without 
borrowing  money  at  enormous  rates  of  interest, 
M'liich  wouhl  have  led  them  to  request  me  to  dis- 
continue work  on  a  large  amount  of  machinery 
which  I  was  then  buiUling  for  them.  Instead  of 
con.pelling  them  to  make  prompt  payments,  I 
preferred  to  borrow  money  at  a  high  rate  of  in- 
terest and  employ  the  labor  of  the  city,  but 
I  could  not  pay"  my  taxes  without  mortgag- 
ing some  of  my  property,  and  rather  than  do 
that  I  have  let  my  tax  of  last  year  remain  unpaid. 
I  undertake  to  say  that  any  liian  wno  has  taken  a 
broad  anu  comprehensive  view  of  this  matter  will 
not  advocate  a  high  rate  of  interest,  whether  it 
be  for  the  city  of  Boston  or  for  banking  institu- 
tions.   I    undertake    to   say   that    it    is    not   the 
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capitalists  alone  who  do  not  pay  their  taxes 
promptly,  but  the  two  classes  to  which  I  have 
alluded. 

Mr.  Denny  of  AVard  9—1  want  to  say  one  word 
with  reference  to  the  point  that  the  gentleman 
from  AVard  12  has  raised.  He  says  he  found  it 
necessary  to  pay  twelve  or  fourteen  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  the  use  of  money  to  carry  on  his  busi- 
ness. Now  he  objects  to  paying  twelve  per  cent, 
per  annum  for  taxes  due  the  citj'.  AVhere 
is  the  justice  in  his  paying  one  party 
twelve  or  fourteen  per  cent,  for  money,  and 
being  unwilling  to  pav  another  debtor  the 
same  amount?  It  is  the  experience  of  business 
men  that  they  have  to  pay  high  rates  for  money. 
A\'e  are  often  obliged  to  do  so  in  order  to  get  the 
money,  and  I  can  see  no  injustice  in  having  to  pay 
the  city  of  Boston  the  same  rate  that  we  are  will- 
ing and  have  to  pay  to  others.  You  do  injustice 
to  the  citizens  of  Boston  if  you  are  unwilling  to 
pay  it.  It  is  what  y^u  owe  the  city,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  all  suffer  to  a  certain  extent  by  your  with- 
holdintr  what  you  owe  on  your  taxes. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  AYard  4  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  AVard  9  the  question 
was  divided,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on 
the  motion  to  adhere  to  the  amendment  substitut- 
ing nine  for  twelve  per  cent,  in  the  first  part  of 
the  order. 

The  Council  voted  to  adhere  to  this  amendment 
— 42  yeas,  22  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Bearce, 
Bent,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Cawley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Fiiller,  Gordon,  Hicks, Leach.  Long, 
Loring,  Jloley,  Mooney,  Alorse,  Noyes,  Page,  Pray, 
Shaw,  Siblev,  Smith,  Sweat,  Thaolier,  Train,  Wa'l- 
bridge.  AVarien,  Whiston,  E.  P.  AVilbur,N.  S.  AVil- 
bur,  AVoods,  AVoodward— 42. 

Nays — Messrs.  Beal,  Butler,  Crocker,  Dacey, 
Day,  Denny,  Goldthwait,  Harrington,  Hunne- 
well,  Kent,  'Kimball,  McCarty,  Minot,  Pease,  Per- 
kins, Powers,  Putnam,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  West, 
AVeston,  AVillcutt— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bleiler, 
Cudworth,  Flynn,  Hiue,  Jennings,  Martin,  Pea- 
body,  Russell— 9. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Page,  to  recede  from  the  second  amendment 
(substituting  nine  for  twelve  per  cent,  interest  on 
bank  shares,  etc.,)  and  the  motion  prevailed — yeas 
62,  nays  2 — all  the  above-named  gentlemenlvoting 
in  the  affirmative  except  Mes>rs.  Bearce  and 
Brown,  who  voted  nay,  and  the  same  members 
not  responding,  as  on  the  previous  vote. 

UNFIXISHED  I3USIXE.SS. 

Order  to  appropriate  §245  04,  additional,  for  the 
expense  of  tilling  up  the  flats  in  rear  of  Harvard 
Cemeterv,  Charlestown.     Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  §4,000,000  in  anticipation  of 
the  taxes  payable  this  year;  and  that  all  money 
obtained  unuer  this  order  be  made  payable  on 
April  30, 1875.  Passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  56, 
nays  0. 

ADDITIOJTAL   WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  consider  the  report  and  order  for 
taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city,  (City  Doc. 
No.  17,)  the  question  being  on  siiving'  the  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Adams  of  AVard  14 — Mr.  President,  as  a 
member  of  the  AVater  Committee,— my  name  ap- 
pearing in  the  majority  report  favoring  the  seiz- 
ing of  the  Sudbury  River  as  a  water  supply  for 
Boston,— I  now  say  that  I  am  not  wedded  to  the 
Sudbury  River,  or  any  other  scheme.  In  getting 
an  additional  supply  of  water  for  Boston,  I  am 
only  for  the  best  interest  of  Boston  at  all  times. 
Since  1872  I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  Boston 
was  in  want  of  a  large  supply  of  water.  Of  the 
large  schemes  presented,  that  for  taking  Charles 
River  seemed  the  best  to  me;  but  having  reasons 
to  believe  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  would 
not  grant  us  the  right  to  take  that  water,  I  then 
turned  to  the  Sudbury  River  scheme,  believing  it 
the  next  best  and  cheapest  for  all  time.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  death  rates  ran  higher  in  1872 
than  in  previous  years,  the  supposed  cause  being 
the  Sudbury  River  water.  Allowing  this  to  be 
true,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  almost  any  other 
river  would  have  done  no  better  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  circumstances  that  I  allude  to  are 
these:  In  the  year  1871  the  water  in  Lake 
Coehituate  was  drawn  down  within  a  few 
inches      of       the      bottom      of      the     conduit. 


Pumps  were  kept  running  night  and  day 
to  raise  the  water  to  the  condiiit.  AVhen  rain  did 
come  Boston  had  but  a  few  days'  supply  left  in 
the  lake,  and  that  was  of  a  very  poor  quality.  It 
was  soon  after  this  that  the  Sudbury  River  was 
turned  into  the  lake.  The  water  had  no  time  to 
aerate  or  settle  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  were 
drinking  it  directly  from  the  river  until  the  lake 
was  filled.  I  remember  the  water  very  well ;  it 
was  highly  colored,  and  I  thought,  then,  that  un- 
less it  could  be  aerated  I  should  not  want  any 
more  of  it.  Under  the  contemplates  plan  of  large 
and  deep  storage  basins  the  water  will  have 
time  to  aerate  and  settle  before  it  is  used,  There 
is  one  point  in  favor  of  this  scheme,  so  far  as  the 
purity  of  the  water  is  concerned,  aid  that  is  the 
large  tributary  known  as  Stony  Brook.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  locate  basins  Nos.  36  and  37  on  this  stream 
and  to  construct  the  outlets  so  that  the  water  from 
these  basins  can  be  flowed  to  Boston  without  mix- 
ing with  the  Sudbury  River  water.  I  have  it  from 
good  authority  that  this  Stony  Brook  water  is 
of  a  very  superior  quality,  and  is  equal  to  or 
much  better  than  that  of  Sudbury  River. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  been  under  the  irnpression 
that  Boston  has  been  working  on  little  things  for 
a  water  supply,  and  spending  a  large  amount  of 
money  from  year  to  year.  I  piesuine  that  is  one 
reason  I  have  been  led  to  take  up  with  the  Sudbury 
River  enterprise  more  readily  than  I  otherwise 
would.  Five  or  six  years  ago  it'occurred  tome  that 
if  Boston  would  spend  a  reasonable  amount  of  mon- 
ey for  a  supply  that  would  last  for  all  time,  it  would 
be  the  best  for  the  city  in  the  long  run.  Among 
these  little  things,  first,  there  is  Lake  Coehituate, 
which  has  a  capacity  of  2,011,165,000  gallons ;  next 
is  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  731,473,429  gallons; 
Brookline  Reservoir,  119,583,960  gallons;  Tele- 
graph Hill  Reservoir,  7.508,246  gallons;  Beacon 
Bill  Reservoir,  2,678,961  gallons— showing  a  total 
of  locking  basins  on  this  side  of  Charles  River 
with  a  capacity  of  2,872,408,596  gallons,  equal  to  a 
daily  supply  for  five  months,  without  any  rainfall, 
of  18,773,912  gallons,  less  the  evaporation,  which 
will  furnish  62  gallons  daily  for  300,000inhabitants, 
provided  those  basins  are  filled,  and  there  is  no 
good  reason  why  they  should  not  be.  In  addition 
to  this  we  have  the  Jamaica  Pona  water  that  will 
supply  500,000  gallons  per  day,  and  allowing  62 
gallons  daily  for  each  inhabitant,  will  supply  8064 
persons.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  Parker  Hill 
Reservoir,  now  in  course  of  construction,  which  is 
capable  of  holding  6,000,000  gallons.  We  have 
further.  In  addition  to  these.  Dug  Pond,44V2acres, 
Dudley  Pond,  81  acres,  showing  that  Boston 
is  not  ^o  badly  olf,  after  all.  Mystic  Lake 
has  a  capacity  'of  380,000,000  gallons ;  Mystic 
Reservoir,  26,244,827  gallons  ;  East  Boston  Reser- 
voir, 5,591,816  gallons,  making  a  total  on  the 
other  side  of  Charles  River  of  411,830,643  gal- 
lons, which  gives  a  storage  capacity  equal  to 
a  ()aily  supply  for  five  months  of  3,340.337 
gallovs,  which  will  furnish  90,000  inhabitants  with 
37  gallons  daily  to  each  inhabitant  for  five  months. 
The  supply  to  each  inhabitant  in  Boston  has  been 
given  at  62  gallons,  and  for  Charlestown  and  the 
towns  connected  wiih  it  at  37,  making  a  difference 
of  25  gallons  in  favor  of  Boston,  which  shows  that 
Boston  is  much  the  better  off  of  the  two  districts. 
I  have  some  other  figures  here  which  are  given  in 
Printed  Document  No.  78  of  1873,  pages  69  and  70, 
and  relate  to  the  waste  of  water  from  Lake  Coehit- 
uate. I  find  in  this  document,  in  tabular  form,  a 
statement  of  the  waste  for  nine  years,  in  only  two 
of  which  is  (here  any  record  of  drought,  viz.',  IScC 
and  1871.  The  number  of  gallons  wasted  each  vear 
is  as  follows:  1863,2,201,078,300;  1864,  1,368,746;000: 
1865,  1,688,120,000;  1866,  none;  1867,  2,580,397,000; 
1868,  2,455,340,000;  1869,  1,635,570,000;  1870,  4,818,- 
972,000;  1871,  none— averaging  1,860,913,700  gallons 
wasted  per  year,  which  is  equal  to  a  dailv  supply 
of  5,099,002  gallons  for  nine  years,  or  12,323,931 
gallons  daily  for  five  months,  or  20,449,600  for 
three  months.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  presume 
that  a  drought  v>'ould  last  over  three  months. 
In  1871  Boston  was  nearly  bankrupt  of  water, 
but  the  previous  year  4,818,972,000  had  been 
wasted,  which,  had  it  been  stored,  would  have 
been  equal  to  a  daily  supply  of  13,202,663,  or  31,- 
913,721  for  five  months,  less  the  evaporation, 
or  52,955,736  gallons  for  three  months.  I  bring 
this  matter  up  now,  because  I  had  a  talk 
on  this  subject  with  the  City  Engineer  last 
year.  He  "tells  me  that  he'  knows  of  no 
place  where  nature  has  made  a  place  for  stor- 
ing this  water  before  bringing  it  to  Boston,  yet 
he  says  he  can  find  a  suitable  place  by  droi)pgiu  it 
down  from  three  to  five  feet,  so  that  we  shall  liave 
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to  maintain  pumps  from  three  to   live   months  in 
the  year,  anil  thereby  i>ave  a  {jreat  amount  of  mill 
(UtruaKes.    .My  idea,  Mr.  IM-e.-jident,  i-  that  it  is  for 
tlie  l)est   interest   of    Boston    to    introduce  water 
meters  as    a  raA'inp;    medium    for  all  time.    Fioui 
the  best  record  I  ean  Jind  it  is  allowed  that  twen- 
ty-ttve  g-allons  daily  jx'r  inhabitant  is    sufhcient. 
In  looking  over  the  records  1  find    that   in  Boston, 
for  the  year  ending-  April  1,  the  number  of   build- 
ings in  proj2;ress  and  those    completed    was  36,827, 
and  the  number  of  ai)plicants  for   water,  this  side 
of  Charles  River,  on  April  1,  1874,  was  42,345.     It  is 
fair    to    piesunie    that    Boston    would    not  want 
a  great    many    meters    above    five  eighths    cal- 
ibre,    as     fhe     is     now     undoubtedly     supply- 
ing   the    manufacturing,    saipping    and    steam- 
boat   interest?,  which  use  large    meters.    Those 
live-eighths  meters    can    be    bought  for   a  price 
from  5*15    to    5i;20    apiece.      At   tlie   latter   price 
the  whole  number  required  would  amount  to'only 
.•t!84(;,900.    In  speaking  ot  the  storage  for  the  Mys- 
tic, it  will  be  seen  that  the  supply  is  very  poor  at 
the  present  tniie,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  something  siiould  be  done  to  save  that  water. 
With  the  basins  contemplated  in  the  figures  of 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis,  capable  of  holding 
300.000,000  cubic  feet,  or  195,000,000,000  gallons,  there 
will  be  a  storage  capacity  for  a  sui)iily  of  over 
12,000,000  gallons  per  dav,  for  five  months,  which, 
added  to  the  18,000.000  on  this  side  of  the  river,  will 
give  a  storage  of  30,000,000  gallons,  which,  if  sup- 
plied by  meters,  will  allow  twenty-five  gallons  per 
dav  for  each  inhabitant  and  still  leave  10,000,000  gal- 
lons from  the  supply  on  this  side  for  our  manufact- 
urers.   This  is  the  weak  link  spoken  of  in  our  last 
communication  in  regard  to  the  quantity  per  year. 
I  guessed    at    the    price  of  meters  at  from  §15  to 
$;20,  and  figured  on  the  total  cost  at  §20.    I5ut  it  is 
fair  to  presume  that  if    Boston  is  in  the  market 
for  that  class  of  work,  it  would  bring  out  the  ideas 
of  our  people,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  price 
would  be  reduced.    I  know  something  of   their 
working,  and  am  inclined  to  think  that  c!18  would 
be  a  fair  rate. 

Mr.  Bearce  of   Ward  11— Mr.  President,  since 
coming  ii.to  this  Government  I  have  studied  the 
Mater  question  carefully,  and  last  Ihursday  even- 
ing I  thought  I  was  ready  to  act  upon  the  matnjr, 
but  after  listening  to  thrT  able  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  (Mr.  Boardman),  and  read- 
ing the  report  of  the  City  Registrar,  1  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  overlooked  the 
most  important  feature  of  the  subject,  viz.,  its 
bearing  on  the  public  health.    Thejextraordiuarily 
high  death  r.ite  repoited  by  them   must  proceed 
from  some  special  causes.    The  fact  that  in  1872, 
when  an  additional  supply  of  water  was  taken 
fi'om  the  Sudbury  River,  the  death  rate  increased 
so  remarkably  (25  per  cent.,  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14),  would  indicate  that  im- 
pure water  was  the  principal  cause.    I  have  often 
heard  It  said  in  the  South  that  "to  drink  surface 
water  was  sure  death"  ;  if  so  fatal  there,  may  it 
not  have  an  important  etfect  on  the  public  health 
here?    From  the  Engineer's  report,  1  understand 
that     the     plan     is   to   provide    several  storage 
'  basins    by    constructing    a    series    of    dams   for 
the     pur)io?e     of     overflowing     the     low     and 
marshy  places    in    the    Sudbury    River    region, 
and  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  remove  the  muck 
and  accumulations  of  decayed  vegetable  matter, 
but  to  leave  it  to  pollute  the  water.    Now,  judging 
from  the  effect  of  the  water  on  the  health  of  the 
city,  taken  umler  similar  circumstances  in  1872,  it 
is  not  a  (piestion  of  five  or  ten  millions  of  dollars 
only,  but  of  thousands  of  lives.    With  my  present 
understanding  of  the  subject,  I  shall  oppose  and 
vote  against  any  scheme  for  a  permanent  supply 
of  w.ater  until  its  bearing  on  the  public  health  is 
better  understood  than  it  seems  to  be  at  present. 
I  hope  time   will   be    taken    to    investigate  this 
phase  of  the  subject  thoroughly ;  certainly  there 
is  no  good  reason  for  haste.    The  amount  of  water 
that  the   Mystic  works  can  furnish  us  in  case  of 
need  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  one-third  of  the 
present  supply  is  wasted,  as  stated  by  the  Water 
Registrar,  I  think  we  can  safely  take  time  to  in- 
vestigate so  important  a  subject  and  hope  that 
same  plan  will  be  suggested  to  procure  the  infor- 
mation needed  from  a  source  competent  to  give  it, 
Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  sent  an  order  to  the  Chair, 
which  he  desired  to  have  read,  giving  notice  that 
he  would  introduce  it  at  the  proper  time.    The 
President  read  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Water 
Department  be  requested  to  ascertain  if  the 
present  sources  of  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate 
lakes  combined  can  be  so  utilized  as  to  give  an 


adequate  suiiply  to  the  city  in  a  season  of  drought; 
how  great  that  supplv  would  be,  aid  for  how 
many  years  such  supply  would  be  adequate, 
and  what  plan  is  necessary  to  adopt,  and  what 
would  be  the  expense. 

3Ii .  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  have  attempted  sever- 
al times  to  so  investigate  this  .-ubject  of  a  water 
sujiply  as  to  be  prepaied  to  give  an  intelligent  ex- 
position of  my  views  upon  the  question ;  but  I  find 
that  I  cannot  go  a  great  way    before  I  am  groping 
in    the  dark  with  questions  which  I  am  not  com- 
petent to  consider.    After  an  investigation  of  all 
the  printed  reports  I  can  but  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion which  they  arrive  at  themselves,  and  it  seems 
to  me  we  are  not  qualified  to  bring  forward  theo- 
ries of  our  own  and  present  them  here  so  that  they 
are  likely  to  be  received  with  the  same  degree  of 
confidence  that  they  would  be  if  they  came  from 
other  authorities.    This  question  of  a  water  sup- 
ply certainly  is  one  which  can  only  be  passed  upon 
by  qualified  scientific  engineers.  Therefore,  I  take 
this  ground,  with   reference  to  the  (luestiou,  that 
almost    every  point  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Water,  with  reference  to  all  the 
sources  of  supply;    the  amount  of  water  which 
can  be  obtained  from  the  various  sources,    the 
whole    expense    and   the    cost    per   million    gal- 
lons.   It  is  admitted  in  the  first  place  that  we 
need  a  further  supply  of  water:  then  the  question 
arises,  of  course.  Whence  shall  we  get  it  ?— and  that 
has  been  answered  very  fully  in  the  reports.  Then 
the  question  arises.  Shall  we  accept  these  reports? 
and,  if  we  do  not,  T\hat  authority  shall  we  give 
them?    Then,  in  view  of  our  not  accepting  these 
reports,  I  find  myself  attempting  to  grapple  with  a 
question  which  I  am  not  competent  to  solve  alone. 
1  notice  in  one  gentleman's  remarks  that  the  city 
of  Kostou  has  a  five-months'  supply  in  the  reser- 
voirs, without  any  rain.    He  figures"  it  all  up  ;  but 
how  did  it  happen  that  in  1871  they  were  pumping 
out  of  Lake  Cochituate?    We  had"  the  same  num- 
ber of  reservoirs  then  that  we  have  today.    That 
question  is  answered  at  once  ;  if  you  do  not  pump 
into  those  '•eservoirs  before  you  draw  them  down 
one-third,  you  lose   your  nr'essure.     That  would 
illustrate     a     great     variety     of     points    which 
coulil  be  answered  at  once  by  a  person  who  had 
sufficient  knowledge,  which  1  do  not  pretend  to 
have.    Now  with  reference  to  the  various  sources 
of  supply,  you  will  find  in  City  Document  Xo.  37 
an  answer  to  every  ciuestion.    The  couclii- ion  ar- 
rived at  by  the  City  Engineer  is  that  the  Mystic 
will  give  us  a  temporary  supply  of  from  five  to 
seven  millions  of  gallons  torfrom  five  to  six  years. 
We  have  in  addition  to  that  the  indorsement  of 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis,  and  so  far  as  I  un- 
derstand it  thc-y  coincide  entirely.    If  any  one  is 
disposed   to  cxucstion  the    decision    of   the    City 
Engineer,    is    not    the    indorsement    of    Messrs. 
Kirkwood    &    Francis     satisfactory    upon    that 
point?      It    might    not    satisfy    ot"hers,    but    it 
satisfies     me.    The    question   i"s     whether     it    is 
expedient   for   Boston    to    get    a    supply    there 
for  five  or  six  years  and   then    go  another  direc- 
tion to  obtain  a  supply  for  all  time.     The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  a  plan  for  reenforcing  the 
Mvstic  supplv  from  the  Shawsheen,  which  the  re- 
port says  will  furnish  8,000,000  daily  for   82,623,775; 
then  take  another  scheme  to  furnish  20,000,000 gal- 
lons for  .S6,026,570,  and  the  (juestion  for  us  to  de- 
cide is  whether  it  is  exjjedient  to  spend  the  first 
sum    and   have    to    reenforce    the    supply    from 
another  source,  or  whether    we    should  "expend 
$6,000,000  more  and  get  20.000.000  besides.    That  is 
the  question  as  to  reenforcing  the  Mystic.    AVe  are 
then  brought  down  to  the  question   whether  we 
should  take  it  from  the  Mystic,  Sudbury  or  Charles 
River.    "vVe  have  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer 
with  reference  to  the  Sudbury,  and  I  am  willing  to 
admit  that  that  decision    was    first  made  under 
circumstances  that  required   immediate    action, 
but  I  do  not  understand  that  he  has  since  had  oc- 
casion to  change  his  views.    It  is  not  disputed  by 
any  one  that  Charles  River  will  give  the    best 
supply  at  a  less  cost,  provided,  first, -we  could  get 
legislative  authority,  and  which  we  could  not  get, 
and  second,  that  the  water  did  not  require  filtra- 
tion before  it  could  be  used.  Then  we  are  brought 
to  the  question  \\  hether  we  should  go  up  to  the 
Sudbury  River,  at  an  expense  of    $5,1£0,000,  and 
not,  in  round  figures,  at  eight  or  nine  millions,  as 
stated  by  some,  and  by  others  at  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  millions  more.    In  a  question  of  this  Kind 
it  is  not  (juite  the  thing  to  roll  out  large  figures  in- 
definitely, but  to  stick  somewhat  to  facts  given  by 
authority.    I  do  not  mean  to  pass  by  the  scheme  of 
the  gentleman  from  W'ard  12,  in   reference  to  a 
conduit     direct     from     Chestnut     Hill     Reser- 
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voir  to  Lake  Cochituate.  I  have  read  all  the  re- 
marks made  here  without  making  a  great  deal  of 
progress,  as  you  are  aware  by  wnat  I  say,— and 
when  I  read  those  reports  I  find  he  takes  excep- 
tions to  the  City  Engineer's  views  wth  regard  |to 
the  propriety  of  building  a  new  conduit  alongside 
the  present  one.  The  Engineer  gives  reasons  why 
it  cannot  be  well  done,  and  they  appear  to  me  to 
be  good,  and  chat  scheme  appears  altogether  im- 
practicable, without  professing  to  be  skilled 
in  such  matters.  Of  course  if  we  could  get 
along  at  aii  expense  of  two  or  three  millions  it 
would  be  very  well.  But  we  must  take  the  au- 
thority from  which  the  statement  comes  and  weigh 
the  evidence  given  on  both  sides.  I  take  it  tor 
myself,  that  after  we  halve  reports  of  the 
committee,  backed  up  by  the  engineers,  that 
they  are  good  authority  unless  some  o'lier 
is  proved  to  be  better'  'I'he  burden  of  proof 
is  upon  those  who  bring  forward  new  schemes 
to  show  that  they  are  better  than  the  Sud- 
bury. Therefore,  I  say,  with  reference  to 
the  gentleman's  scheme,  that  it  is  impracticable 
CO  build  a  new  conduit  of  sufficient  capacity  near 
the  old  one  without  endangering  that  one,  and  the 
second  objection  is,  that  if  you  build  a  very  much 
larger  one,  one  will  be  required  from  Farm  Pond 
to  secure  a  proper  tiow  of  water,  and  the  expense 
of  the  one  trom  Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut  Hill 
will  be  about  as  large  as  one  to  Farm  Pond  direct. 
So  I  am  induced  to  abandon  the  schemes  present- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  fiom  Ward  12  (for  a  new  con- 
duit), and  from  Ward  9  (for  a  supply  from  the 
Charles).  1  do  not  rise  to  elaborate  this  question 
because  I  find  myself  groping  in  the  dark  when 
I  attempt  to  go  iiito  it.  My  views  were  in  favor 
of  ijassing  the  order  introduced  into  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  for  a  commission  of  three  disinter- 
ested engineers,  and  having  obtained  their  opin- 
ion, I  do  not  think  any  member  of  this  City  Gov- 
ernment would  have  felt  ready  to  abandon  them. 
I  have  introduced  the  order  which  has  been  read 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
question  which  we  have  never  had  answered.  It 
has  been  stated  that  about  25,000,000  gallons  run 
to  waste  on  the  Mystic.  How  many  millions  lun 
to  waste  at  Lake  Cochituate  I  cannot  state.  How 
many  millions  can  be  used  in  a  time  of  drought  is  a 
question  we  should  like  to  know,  and  if  it  can  be 
utilized,  and  the  question  can  be  decided  at  once, 
we  can  then  go  ahead. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  do  not  propose  to  go  in- 
to an  elaborate  discussion  at  the  present  time,  but 
I  would  like  to  say  in  response  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman 'from  Ward  9,  that  if  he  hid  con- 
fined himself  to  the  ideas  suggested  in  his  order,  I 
think  I  should  have  agreed  with  him  perhaps  more 
thoroughly.  But  I  do  believe  the  suggestion  made 
in  his  order  is  the  proper  thing  to  be  adoiiie J  now. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  Boston  has  to- 
day a  sulfiCxCnt  source  of  supply.  That  may  ap- 
pear as  a  bald  proposition,  but  I  believe  it  to  be 
true.  I  believe  that  with  the  Cochituate  and  Mvs- 
tic  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  and  the 
order  proposed  to  be  introduced  is  to  ascer- 
tain whether  a  suflftcieiit  supply  for  the 
wants  of  the  city  may  not  be  realized  from 
that  source.  It  is  eminently  fitting  for 
such  an  order  to  be  introduced  and  acted 
upon.  What  is  our  duty  as  representatives  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  who  sent  us  here  ?  Is  it  that  we 
should  obtain  a  sutficient  supply  of  water  for  an 
economical  expenditure  of  money?  Or  should  we 
elaborate  this  matter  and  get  an  abundant  supply 
without  regard  to  the  expense?  The  gentleman's 
ordei  looks  directly  to  that  question.  We  are  to 
act  in  this  matter  in  our  individual  capacity,  and 
if  each  one  had  to  decide  it  in  that  way,  would  we 
adopt  this  wilil,  unconsidered  scheme  without  any 
estimate  of  where  we  are  to  land,  not  only  with 
regard  to  the  expense  for  water,  but  for  damages 
almost  endless  and  interminable  ?  Now,  sir, 
I  undertake  to  state  here  what  I  have  stated 
in  private,  that  1  believe  that  if  the  "Water 
Board  would  institute  a  proper  system  of  in- 
.'pection,  one-half  the  waste  of  the  water  supply 
of  this  city  might  be  saved.  One-half  of  oui  wa- 
ter is  wasted  and  has  been  foi  years.  Spend  a 
few  thousand  dollars  per  annum 'in  instituting  a 
proper  Board  of  Inspectors,  stop  the  waste  all 
over  the  city  and  you  have  got  supply  enough  for 
one-fourth  the  expense.  I  have  heard  of  no  such 
proposition  or  any  attemnt  to  institute  such  pro- 
ceeding*. I  am  gratified  at  the  statement  which 
a  member  of  the  Water  Committee  has  made,  and 
I  am  somewhat  astonished,  because  if  I  remember 
aright  he  was  one  of  those  who  signed  the  areat 


majority  Sudbury  report,  which  says  the  least 
average  con.sump'tion  per  inhabitant  per  diem  in 
this  city  has  been  sixty  gallons.  Ami  yet  I  hear 
him  say  that  Boston  is  not  so  bad  off  after 
all,  with  her  sui)plv  of  25,000,000  gallons.  And 
yet  the  statement  of  the  committee  is  that  sixty 
gallons  are  necessary  for  each  individual  pe'r 
diem.  "What  is  the  supply  wasted  today?  Do 
sixty  gallons  cover  it?  Will  the  honr rable  mem- 
bers of  the  "Water  Board  say  it  approximates  the 
supply  including  the  waste  ?  Is  it  not  nearer  500 
gallons  per  individual  than  sixty?  Now,  ^ir,  as  a 
man  of  common  sonse,  and  a  representative  of  the 
constituency  who  sent  us  here  to  do  for  them  what 
our  best  judgment  should  dictate, should  we  favo 
any  scheme  which  will  allow  a  waste  of  500  gallons 
per  individual  i^er  day?  That  is  where 
we  are,  as  practical  men.  The  gentleman 
on  the  committee  says  the  Mystic  is  at 
present  ijoorly  supplied  with  storage,  but  that  it 
will  supply  us  with  12,000,000  gallons  and  the  Co- 
chituate with  18,000,000  more,  making  30,000,000,  a 
sufficient  supply  for  five  months.  "\Vhat  are  we 
talking  about,  with  all  this  supply  of  water?  Are 
we  to  go  into  an  exenditure  of  c;5,000,000,  the  low- 
est estimate,  with  such  a  supiily?  Let  us  hesitate 
— wait  until  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  A\'ard 
9  can  be  answered,  and  then  we  shall  know  if  we 
can  have  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  from  the 
present  sources.  I  will  not  go  further,  because  it 
seems  to  be  a  plain  proposition  whic'ii  should  be 
entertained.  The  people  who  sent  us  here  demand 
that  the  examination  intended  by  this  order 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  Train  of  "Ward  13— Mr.  President,  I  am 
glad  this  order  has  been  introduced;  it  is  bring 
ing  the  debate  where  it  should  be — nearer  home. 
I  have  listened  to  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  favor- 
ing the  different  schemes  with  pleasure  and  a  good 
degree  of  patience,  have  visited  the  different  lo- 
caiities,  and  have  derived  valuable  information. 
I  feel  that  we  have  at  last  got  hold  of  the  right 
end,  but  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  yet  as  to  the  best 
course  for  us  to  adopt,  in  view  of  coming  to  some 
conclusion.  I  have  made  inquiry  into  the  subject 
of  saving  what  water  we  now  have,  and  postpon- 
ing any  large  expenditure  for,  >:ay  the  next  eight 
or  ten  years.  The  waste  of  water  now  going  on  in 
this  city  is  almost  beyond  belief.  I  set  it  at  one- 
third  of  the  quantity  used,  to  be  within  bounds.  I 
find  the  number  of  water  takers  noi  'dsing  meters 
in  round  numbers,  to  be  42J)00;  tho-:e  using  meters 
1000.  Now  sir,  is  it  practicaole  to  use  meters !  Can 
they  be  adopted  with  success  ?  The  cost  is  to  be 
the'first  consideration.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that 
a  meter,  acceptable  to  the  Water  Board  or  demon- 
strated to  any  practical  mechanic,  to  be  perfect, 
can  be  furnished  by  the  quaniity  at  .«10  each, 
making  the  cost  S-I2"i),000.  If  that  step  is  t.aken, 
and  1  leave  the  question  whether  it  is  practicable 
or  not  to  be  be  decided  by  the  Water  Board,  next, 
what  advantage  should  we  gain  ?  We  should  be 
able  to  save  one-third  at  least,  and  I  honestly  be- 
lieve one-half  the  amount  now  used.  Either  this 
course  is  to  be  adopted,  or  we  must  vote  authority 
for  the  "Water  Board  to  exercise  their  judgment 
as  to  the  fixtures  to  be  used,  and  giving  them  such 
powers  as  to  license  plumbers,  who  shall  be  re- 
sponsible for  their  work.  I  am  told  by  parties 
who  make  this  subject  a  study,  that  this  is 
the  best  course  to  adopt,  and  I  must  say  that 
I  favor  this  project.  It  will  surely'  save 
a  great  expenditure  for  the  next  eight'  or  ten 
years,  and  give  a  control  to  the  use  of  water  to 
parties  whom  we  elect  as  proper  and  competent  to 
manage  the  matter.  I  would  add,  from  authority, 
that  the  demand  for  water  f'-r  manufacturing  \)u"r- 
poses  is  increasing  largely,  and  the  revenue  from 
such  sources  is  profitable'  and  should  be  encour- 
aged. If  we  can  save  by  proper  management 
enough  to  supply  all  legitimate  demands  by  this 
course,  what  more  do  we  require?  The  financial 
condition  of  the  Cochituate  water  is  satisfac- 
tory, and  after  p;  ying  all  current  exi)eiises 
will  net  this  year  §127,000.  and  the  funded  debt 
will  be  extinguished  by  1903.  Now,  sir,  is  this  not 
an  argument  that  the  "best  interests  of  the  city 
will  be  to  let  the  board  select  such  a  course,  in 
Iheir  experience  and  constant  dealing  with  this 
important  subject,  as  judged  by  thein  be-^t,  rather 
than  leave  it  to  conclusions  "arriyed  at  by  any 
member  of  the  City  Government  who  cannot  give 
it  the  consideration  and  thouiiht  the  matter  de- 
mands? 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  speaking  of  the  wildness  of  the  i^udlmry 
scheme,  states  that  the  average  amount  used  per 
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each  individual,  including  waste,  IS  five  hundred 
{ifallons.  I  suppose  that  the  population  of  Boston 
IS  250,000,  which,  multiplied  by  five  hundred,  gives 
125,01)0,000  gallons  used  every  day,  according  to  his 
estimates.    Those  are  my  figures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I'ease  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  order  to  seize  the  water  of  Sud- 
bury River  was  postponed  to  Thursday  evening 
next  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Denny  subse<iiiently  offered  the  order  which 
had  been  read  by  the  President,  and  it  was  put 
ui)on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  only  question  that 
occurs  to  me  whether  we  have  not  already  got  the 
requisite  information  that  the  engineers  can 
give  us.  We  have  the  special  report  of  Messrs. 
Kirkwood  c^  Francis  upon  tnis  matter,  and  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Baldwin.  Kirkwood  &  Francis 
propose  the  establishment  of  four  or  seven  reser- 
voirs within  the  vallev  of  the.Mystic  basin.  Mr. 
Baldwin  suggests  making  a  dam  below  the  lower 
Mystic  Pond,  and  making  a  larger  flowage. 
All  of  those  matters  have  ueen  pretty  tfis- 
tinctly  stated  and  accurately  gone  into.  And 
here  I  desire  to  make  oiie  remark  on  the 
point  made  by  everybody  with  reference  to 
the  project  of  utilizing  the  Mystic  basm.  They 
are  constantly  speaking  of  its  being  a  temiiorary 
supjily,  when'  nobody  ever  dreams  of  spending 
money  there  for  only  temporary  supply.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  make  everything  permanent,  and  the 
proposition  of  Kirkwood  &  Francis  is  for  a  per- 
manent s'  pply.  Everything  you  put  there  is  per- 
manent; improvements  made  there  are  for  all 
time.  It  has  also  been  stated  that  you  will  get 
water  there  for  five  or  six  years,  when  it  is  known 
by  everybody  who  reads  the  reports  that 
it  is  for  eight  years.  Instead  of  puzzling 
our  brains  with  "petty  details,  suppose  you 
take  some  broad  views.  Here  you  have  got  "the 
Cochituate  basin,  which  has  lasted  us  until  now, 
when  we  are  informed  that  there  are  millions  of 
gallons  wasted  there  daily.  Then  you  have  the 
Cochituate  watershed  of  eighteen  square  miles  and 
the  Mystic  of  twenty-seven  and  three-fourths 
square  miles.  You  have  got  the  information  from 
Kirkwood  &  Francis  and  Mr.  Baldwin  that  you  can 
store  all  this  water,  and  by  adding  the  two  to- 
gether you  have  an  ample  supply  and  have  lots 
i-unning  to  waste  besides.  The  only  question  is 
whether  we  have  enough. 

Mr.  Denny— It  may  be  that  we  have  got  enough, 
but  it  occurs  to  uie  that  Cochituate  and  Mystic 
are  two  different  sources.  One  was  ^  ecurecl  to 
supply  Boston,  the  other  Charlestown.  It  is 
stated  that  there  is  a  large  waste  of  water  in  both. 
AVe  cannot  see  all  that  tne  Mystic  has  to  spare,  as 
the  pipes  are  laid,  and  my  order  is  intended  to 
find  out  just  what  plan  the  Engineer  would  adopt 
in  laying  pipes,  and  increasing  the  pumping 
force.  We  have  enough  water  today,  but  whaj 
we  want  is  an  adequate  supply  when  the  dry  lime 
comes,  how  we  can  combine  the  two  sources'which 
are  now  under  a  different  system.  When  we  have 
a  report  on  that  point,  it  strikes  me,  we  shall  have 
just  what  we  wish  to  get  at.  It  is  a  point  on  which 
I  would  like  to  be  informed,  and  I  have  never  got 
the  information  from  the  reports. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
I  sai  d  last  week  we  should  have  a  report  upon  a 
temporary  supply,  which  question  I  said  had  been 
incidentally  answered  in  the  reports  of  Messrs. 
Kirkwood  &  Francis.  But  I  think  we  should 
have  a  separate  scheme  for  a  temporary  supply. 
I  think  the  committee  will  do  their  utmost  to 
make  a  full  and  comprehensive  report. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1—  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
If  there  is  water  enough  in  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  basins  to  supply  the  city  for  the  next  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years',  I  shall  vote  for  such  a  meas- 
ure, but  I  certainly  shall  not  until  I  am  satisfied 
of  it. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  hope  this  order  will 
pass  for  a  reason  entirely  different  from  any  which 
has  been  given  here  tonight.  I  think  the  sanitary 
quc-tion  has  not  entered  largely  enough  into  the 
discussion  of  this  question.  If  we  can  obtain  water 
enough  from  the  present  sources  for  the  next 
five  years,  I  should  certainly  vote  to  do  so, 
and  in  the  meantime  get  more  information 
as  to  the  use  of  river  water  for  the  supply  of 
large  cities.  I  have  been  very  much  interested  in 
reading  an  article  m  regard'  to  the  use  of  river 
water  for  cities,  and  I  fi'id  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  danger  in  it.  We  all  know  that  river 
water  is  subject  to  drainage,  and  is  thereoy  the 
cause  of  a  great  deal  of  disease,  which,  instead  of 
growing  less,  is  growing  more  and  more  liable  to 


ill  effects  from  that  source.  Xow  we  are  told  that 
we  can  get  .Sudbury  River  brought  into  Boston  for 
five  million  dollars  and  paying  mill  damages  be- 
sides, which  are  estimated  at  from  three  to  five 
million  dollars.  But  suppose  it  is  going  to  cost 
eight  millions  to  get  Sudbui-y  River  into  Boston, 
cannot  we  do  a  great  deal  betier  than  that?  I  take 
it  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  and  Engi- 
neers that  we  can  get  perfectly  pure  water  into  Bos- 
ton for  ten  million  dollars  froiii  a  country  where  the 
Avater  is  filtered  thronch  sand  into  a  lake,  and 
where  they  can  give  us  forty  million  gallpns  a  day 
in  a  dry  season.  If  that  is  "so,  we  ought  to  hesi- 
tate before  we  go  into  such  a  scheme  as  the  ore 
proposed  by  the  Water  Board.  I  was  very  sorry 
that  ihe  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  corps  of 
phy.sicians  was  lost  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
That  is  a  vei-y  important  question  and  we  ought  to 
give  it  more  attention  than  we  have.  I  certainly 
should  be  unwilling  to  vote  for  any  scheme 
until  we  have  exhausted  every  source  of  in- 
formation as  to  its  quality  for  drinking  purposes. 
In  Paris  the  river  water  is  deemed  iiijurious  to 
health  and  they  propose  to  have  separate  supplies, 
one  for  drinking  and  the  other  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  It  may  be  that  we  shall  have  to  do  the 
same.  If  we  should  go  to  Middleborough  Pond 
we  should  get  a  supply  of  i)ure  water,  although  I 
am  not  sure  that  either  of  the  sources  spoken  of 
will  not  be  perfectly  pure.  I  hope  this  order  will 
pass  and  that  we  shall  let  this  question  of  a  larger 
supply  wait  for  a  few  years. 

Mr.  "Warren  of  Ward  12— Does  the  gentleman  in- 
tend his  order  to  apply  to  storage  basins  or  waste 
water? 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— My  idea  was  to  utilize 
the  waste  water  from  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate, 
and  to  have  one  system. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  the  order 


ding 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  twice  and 
passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Patrick 
Murphy,  for  compensation  for  grade  damages. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  R.  H. 
Barron,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Dorchester  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

PtJBLIC  UBINALS. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  re- 
quested to  report  what  action  has  been  taken  this 
year  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  establishment 
of  public  urinals,  and  whether  in  the  opinion  of 
said  committee  it  woultl  be  expedient  to  take 
further  action  upon  said  subject. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

MUSIC   ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  the 
order  for  the  appointment  of  a  coviimittee  to  pro- 
vide music  on  the  Common  and  on  the  public 
squares  in  the  outlying  wards,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  5f3500,  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
passed— veas  29,  nays  12;  and  Messrs.  Hunnewell 
of  Ward  "19,  Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Denny  of  Ward 
9,  Wairen  of  AVard  12  and  Sprague  of  AVard  4  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bearce,  Brackett,  Burgess, 
Butler,  Cro'^ker,  Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Goldthwait,  Hicks,  Hunnewell, 
Kent,  Minot,  Moley,  Pease,  Pray,  Putnam,  Shaw, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,AVar- 
ren,  AVhiston — 29. 

>fays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Dacey,  Kimball, 
Leac"h,  Loring,  McCarty,  Swea"t,  Thacher,  AVeston, 
AV'ilbur,  AVoodward— 12. 

BROADWAY   BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  AV^ard  7  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested 
to  report  the  cost  of  constructing  a  temporary 
bridge  for  foot  passengers  under  Broadway  Ex- 
tension Bridge  while  said  bridge  is  undergoing  re- 
pairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  AVard  1  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  vVard  19  moved  that  when  tne 
Council  adjourn  it  be  to  next  Thursday  evening  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock.  The  question  was  put, 
but  a  quorum  did  not  vote,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thacher  of  AVard  15  the  Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    15,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alclermau  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding.  ' 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Four  grand  and  six  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for 
the  June  term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Charles  P.  Johnson. 

Special  Police— Gardner  S.  Cheney,  Union  street 
ancl  its  vicinity;  Michael  R.  Sutherland,  Gray's 
wharf  and  its  vicinity;  C.  M.  Blake,  J.  B.  Fiske, 
for  Isaac  Fenno  &  Co.,  Summer  street;  A.  G. 
Chase,  Pfafl's  Hotel,  Park  square ;  James  H.  Cruff, 
Institute  Hall,  Dudley  street. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Newell  Butler. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  heanng  on  petition  of 
Robert  Bishop,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  on  Tudor  street  was  considered. 

Mr.  O'Neil  remonstrated.  He  considered  the 
affair  dangerous  to  life  and  property  ;  it  increased 
his  insurance  and  decreased  the  value  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  such  an  engine  there  would  make  it 
hard  for  him  to  get  tenants.  A  large  quantity  of 
combustible  material  is  kept  there. 

Mr.  Judd  agreed  with  Mr.  O'Neil  and  did  not 
think  the  petition  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  Dudley  thought  it  would  lie  too  dangerous 
among  dwelling  houses.  It  would  be  very  liable 
to  cause  lire. 

Mr.  Dailey  said  he  considered  the  building  dan- 
gerous and  bad  enough  now ;  by  putting  au  engine 
into  it  It  will  be  worse. 

Mr.  Bishop,  the  jietitioner,  said  they  had  erected 
a  large  storehouse,  100  front  by  50  deep,  aud  four 
stories  high.  They  propose  to  use  a  small  station- 
ry  engine  in  the  basement  for  hoisting  and  press- 
ing. It  was  to  their  interest  to  look  out  for 
danger  as  well  as  others.  It  is  forty  feet  from  any 
building  on  one  side,  seventy-five  or  eightv  feet 
on  another,  and  250  feet  from  anv  building-  on  the 
other  side.  He  owns  from  $530,000" to  $!40,000  in  that 
vicinity,  and  has  tenements  near  there.  ^ 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

'ihe  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  D.  W.  Lewis 
&  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  stationary  en- 

fine  on  Station  street  was    considered,  and  there 
eing  no  objections  offered  it  was  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

The  ]ietition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lay  down  a  second  track  on 
Fovirth  street,  between  M  and  Q  streets,  came  up 
for  a  hearing  on  an  order  of  notice. 

Alderman  Emery  presented  the  remonstrance 
of  Paul  West  and  others  against  the  granting  of 
the  pe''ition. 

Mr.  Ben j.  Dean  appeared  for  the  company,  and 
stated  that  they  now  run  their  cars  a  short  dis- 
tance above  P  street,  and  wish  to  run  them  some- 
what further,  in  order  that  they  might  stand  be- 
low P  street;  or  they  are  ready  to  take  such 
other  location  below  P'street  as,  on  the  whole,  will 
best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  people  there. 
There  is  a  natural  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people 
there  that  the  horse  cars  should  not  stop  before 
their  houses;  but,  so  far  as  the  company  is  con- 
cerned, they  desire  to  accommodate  themselves  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  be  able  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  as  will  suit  both  the 
petitioners  and  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Paul  West  appeared  for  the  remonstrants. 
The  remonstrance  presented  is  signed  by  every 
resident  on  Fourth  street,  below  the  proposed  ex- 
tension, that  is,  below  the  present  terminus,  and 
on  the  line  of  the  proposed  extension.  The  resi- 
dents, fourteen  in  number,  failed  to  see  the  neces- 
sity of  this  extension  asked  for,  and  so  they  put 
in  the  remonstrance.  But  since  this  hearing  was 
assigned  some  circumstances  have  occurred  which 
have  rather  decided  them  not  to  make  any  oppo- 
sition before  the  Board,  and  they  would  be  well 
enough  satisfied  to  let  the  whole  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  petition  and  the  remonstrance  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  next  hearing  was  on  the  petition  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay- 


down  a  single  or  a  double  track  on  Washington 
street,  from  Cornhill  to  Haymarket  square. 

Mr.  Jewell  appeared  for  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road and  hoped  the  petition  of  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  for  the  same  thing  would  be  taken  up 
at  the  same  time,  as  they  both  desired  the  same 
thing.  The  two  corporations  do  not  disagree, 
thev  have  filed  plans  what  each  would  prefer  were 
the" other  not  there.  They  propose  to  ask  that  one 
track  be  given  to  each  corporation,  to  keep  in 
repair  and  use  as  they  may  arrange  among  them- 
selves. 

The  Chairman  read  the  petition  of  the  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  down  a 
single  or  double  track  on  Washington  sti  eet,  be- 
tween Cornhill  and  Haymarket  square,  and  said 
both  petitions  would  be  cousidereil  together. 

Mr.  Jewell  called  attention  to  the  plans  submit- 
ted ,  and  said  he  supposed  the  Committee  on  Paving 
-would  select  from  them  all  just  what  they  thought 
best  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  and  the   public. 

Mr.  Powers,  president  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company,  called  attention  to  a  hearing  a  year  or 
more  ago  for  an  extension  of  the  tracks  of  his  road 
on  the  extension  of  Washington.  Many  of  the  abut- 
ters favored  it  then  and  do  now.  The  present 
route  through  Sudbury  street  is  on  a  steep  grade, 
and  extra  horses  have  to  be  kept  iu  readiness 
which  ^\  ill  be  obviated  by  running  through  the 
extension.  The  new  route" is  much  shorter  and  is 
on  an  easy  grade.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Jewell 
is  correct  as  regards  the  proposed  arrangement 
for  each  of  the  companies  owning  a  track,  and  to 
which  he  was  willing  to  agree.  He  wanted  the 
ownership  defined,  and  each  company  to  have  the 
right  to  use  the  tracks  of  tfip  other. 

The  petitions  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  CoinTnlttee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Lucius  L.  Cooiidge,  for  abatement  of 
assessment  for  widening  Cambridge  street, 
Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridf/es.  Mayor  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  leave  to  attach  a  floating  stage  to  the 
Boston  end  of  Craigie's  Bridge  to  furnish  a  ferry- 
boat landing  for  passengers  between  Cambridge 
and  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  jKirt  of  the 
Board.  John  D.  Rendall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Alonumeut  street, 
near  Eliot  street. 

Holt,Stedman  &  Co., for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  forty-five  horse?  on  East  Dedham  street, 
corner  of  Thorne  street. 

J.  B.  Crosby,  remonstrance  against  proposed 
erection  of  a  stable  by  B.  S.  Evans  on  Camdeu 
street. 

To  the  Coin7nittee  on  Police.  Justin  Downing, 
for  the  removal  of  Hinds  R.  Darling,  constable, 
alleging  that  said  Darling,  under  color  of  his  said 
office,  committed  a  gross  and  malicious  abuse  of 
legal  process,  and  to  the  disgrace  and  dishonor  of 
his  said  office. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  James  C. 
Tucker,  remonstrance  against  the  mode  of  con- 
struction of  a  vault  in  rear  of  110  Merrimac  street. 

To  the  Cominittee  on  Common,  etc.,  07i  the 
part  of  the  Board.  Thomas  Hartnett,  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  from  sidewalk  at  corner  of 
Union  and  Lynde  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  P.  H. 
Rogers,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
corner  of  N  and  Third  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Jenny  McPike, 
to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an  al- 
leged defect  in  London  street. 

Catherine  Kisken,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries sustained  from  a  defect  in  Halleck  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Setvers.  Samuel  Rice  et  al., 
that  the  sewer  in  Rochester  street  be  relaid. 

M.  T.  and  W.  Glvnn  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Eighth 
street,  from  G  to  H  street. 

To  the  Co7nmittee  on  Paving.  Timothy  Lennon, 
for  grade  of  Tremont  street.  Ward  15. 

AVilliam  W.  Nichols  et  al.,  that  Gold  street  from. 
F  to  Dorchester  street  be  graded  and  paved. 

Cate  &  Nickerson  ci  a/.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Heath,  Albert,  Bromley  and  other  streets. 

Charles  Rollins  et  al.,  that  Rollins  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

P.  J.  Cunningham,  to  be  paid  for  gi'ade  damages 
on  Newton  street. 

Heirs  of  Maria  Dunmore,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Washington  street.  Ward  16. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Companv,  for  leave  to 
lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Washington 
street  from  Essex  street  to  Temple  place. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  tlie  special  assiKument  for 
half-j)ast  four  o'clock,  viz.,  report  and  order  to 
widen  Shawniut  avenue,  between  Dudley  and 
Guild  streets,  on  land  of  T.  Y.  Dunbar  et  a/. — 9744 
feet— at  a  cost  of  ^20,903.75.    [Cicy  Doc.  No.  37.] 

Alderman  Peters — Since  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  last  Monday  I  have  seen  Mr.  Guild  and 
have  also  }!;ot  a  copy  of  the  plan  of  Shawmut  ave- 
nue, as  laid  out,  and  it  appears  tnat  1  was  mis- 
taken in  the  i<lea  that  the  rights  of  the  old  turn- 
pike had  not  been  surrendered  to  the  owners.  It 
was  laid  out  by  the  County  Commissioners.  As 
far  as  I  can  see,  this  order  is  right. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  on  the 
part  of  this  Board,  with  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  extend  the  name  of  Washington  street 
over  Guild  row  and  Shawmut  avenue  in  Roxbury 
and  West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  "Roxbury  street"  to 
that  portion  of  Washington  street  between  Guild 
row  and  Pynchon  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  "(iuild  row"  to  that 
portion  of  Shawmut  avenue  between  Washington 
and  Dudley  streets. 

Orders  to  pave  the  following  streets: 

Columbus  avenue,  from  Tennyson  street  to 
Park  square,  with  small  granite  blocks,  ^16,000; 
Providence  street,  with  small  granite  blocks,  $11,- 
000;  Causeway  street,  from  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  to  Commercial  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  822,000;  Commercial  street,  from  Atlantic 
avenne  to  Charles  River  Bridge,  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks,  §40,000;  Beverly  street,  from  Causeway 
street  to  Warren  Bridge,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  $10,500;  Haymarket  square,  from  Union 
street  to  Haverhill  and  Charlestown  streets,  with 
small  granite  blocks,  §29,000;  North  street,  from 
Perry  to  Blackstone  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  $8500;  Lowell  street,  from  Causeway  to 
Brighton  street,  with  small  granite  blocks,  $19,- 
000 ;  Blackstone  street,  from  Clinton  street  to  Hay- 
market  square,  with  small  granite  blocks,  $20,000; 
Brighton  street,  from  Leverett  to  Lowell  street, 
with  small  granite  blocks,  $3000;  Chatham  row, 
with  small  granite  blocks,  $1200. 

Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  set  edgestones,lay  sidewalks  and  pave 
gutters  on  the  following  named  streets :  Benning- 
ton street,  from  Havre  to  Prescott  street ;  Chelsea 
street,  from  Prescott  to  Saratoga  street;  Trenton 
street,  from  Brooks  to  Prescott  street ;  Saratoga 
street,  from  Prescott  to  Chelsea  street,  and  on 
south  side  from  Chelsea  to  Bremen  street ;  Pres- 
cott street,  from  Trenton  to  Bennington  street ; 
Richmond  street,  Charlestown,  from  Canal  to 
Chajiman  street ;  Short  street,  Charlestown ;  Canal 
street,  Charlestown,  north  side,  from  Richmond  to 
Cambridge  street;  Lexington  street,  betv^'een 
Putnam  and  Prescott  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  to  extend  the  name  of  Canal  street  over  a 
portion  of  Riclunor.d  street,  Charlestown,  between 
Austin  and  Canal  streets.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  alter  a  suitable  room  in  the 
old  City  Hall,  Charlestown,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  "drawing  classes ;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses.     Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  R.  H.  Burnham,  referred  in  con- 
currence, and  petition  of  Patrick  Murphy  for 
comi>ensation  for  grade  damages,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Paviiig,  in  non-concurrence,  instead 
of  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  report  whether 
the  combined  resources  of  the  Mystic  and  Co- 
chituate  lakes  are  sufficient  for  a  reliable  supply 
of  water  at  all  times  for  this  city.  Passed,  by  a 
rising  vote — 11  for,  1  against. 

Order  for  construction  of  a  temporary  bridge 
under  the  Broadway  Bridge.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets. 

The  report  and  order  providing  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  city  and 
county,  and  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax, 
came  up  from  the  Common  Council,  amended  so 
as  to  fix  the  interest,  after  first  day  of  January 
next,  at  nine  per  cent,  instead  of  twelve  per  cent. 
The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Cutter—  I  have  read  the  proceedings 
of  the  Common  Council  and  have  yet  failed  to 
see  intelligent  argument  enough  to  change  my 
my  mind.  If  the  argument  used  is  good  for  any- 
thing the  effect  would  be  equally  as  good  in  favor 
of  placing  the  rate  at  six  per  cent,  after  the  first 


of  Januai-y  as  at  nine  per  cent.  They  argue  that 
it  is  a  hardship  to  make  the  rate  twelve  per  cent., 
and  that  nine  per  cent,  will  afford  reliet ;  six  per 
cent,  will  relieve  th'>m  more  than  nine,  therefore 
on  that  same  account  I  do  not  see  whvthey  should 
not  vote  for  six  as  well  as  nine.  \^e  must  have 
some  time  to  collect  taxes.  We  must  have  money 
and  cannot  run  the  City  Government  without  it 
Twelve  per  cent,  worked  very  well  last  year,  and 
L  do  not  see  any  reason  why  'we  should  ».ot  keep 
it  up.  Those  men  who  carry  on  business  seem 
to  think  it  is  a  hardshii).  it  is  a  hardship 
to  pay  taxes,  any  way.  Business  men  need  the 
money,  but  it  is  a  greater  hardship  to  undertake 
to  run  the  City  Government  without  money.  But 
if  they  do  business  in  our  city,  if  they  waiit  their 
customers  to  pay  up  promptly,  they  should  l)e 
eqitally  prompt  to" pay  their  own  bUls^  particularly 
their  taxes.  I  ask  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  yea's 
and  nays. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  hope  this  Board  will  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council.  It  seems  to  me 
that  nine  per  cent,  is  a  sufficiently  high  rate  for 
the  city  to  charge  to  induce  all  parties  who  can 
afford  to  pay  their  taxes  by  that  time  to  do  so.  I 
believe  that  at  that  rate  all  those  who  can  pay 
would  not  delay.  There  are  those,  perhaps,  who 
may  not  have  the  funds  to  do  it  with  and  who  will 
be  obliged  to  let  them  remain  for  a  short  time, 
and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  nine  per  cent, 
is  as  much  as  we  should  charge  them  for  interest 
upon  the  money.  I  believe  we  should  concur  with 
the  Common  Council. 

The  Boaril  refused  to  concur  with  the  Common 
Council— yeas  5,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Peters,  Power, 
Stebbins — 5. 

Na^s— Alderman  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harfts,  Prescott,  Worthington — 7. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  report  prog- 
ress upon  the  establishment  of  public  urinals  m 
this  ci'.y.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
provide  free  open-air  concerts  in  the  ditferent  sec- 
tions of  the  city,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $3500. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  to  amend  so  that  the 
money  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  sufferei'S  by 
the  inundation  in  Louisiana. 

Alderman  Peters— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  is  not  germane  to  the  subject. 

The  Chairman — The  motion  of  Alderman  Power 
is  not  in  oi«der. 

Alderman  Power— I  offered  it  as  an  amendment 
to  the  order. 

The  Chairman— The  motion  is  not  germane  to 
the  subject  before  the  Board,  and  therefore,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  it  is  not  in  order. 

Alderman  Prescott— In  order  that  the  Board 
may  nave  more  time  to  consider  this  matter,  I 
move  that  the  order  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 5  for,  6 
against. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  voted  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table,  for  I  think  this  Board'  ought  to  obtain 
intelligence  upon  the  subject  whether  we  can 
spend  money  legally  for  this  puii;ose.  I  suppose 
we  ought  to'consult  the  City  Solicitor,  and  it  we 
let  it  lie  over  for  a  few  weeks  we  could  ascertain 
whether  it  would  be  a  legal  expenditure.  If  it  is 
illegal,  I  do  not  think  any  member  of  this  Board 
would  desire  to  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chairman- The  order  will  reqtiire  a  two- 
thirds  vote  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  fcutter — I  trust  this  Board  w  ill  under- 
stand this  question.  We  attempted  to  supply  soup 
for  the  poor  for  the  last  winter  mouths,  and  we 
could  not  do  it  because  it  was  illegal.  In  my  opin- 
ion it  is  much  more  commendable  to  supply  soup  for 
the  poor  than  it  is  to  furnish  music  on  the  public 

f  rounds.  I  trust  we  shall  not  appropriate  money 
or  this  purpose.  If  we  are  to  appropriate  money, 
let  us  do  it  for  better  purposes. 

Alderman  PetexS- Has  the  Alderman  ever  ob- 
tained the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  upon  this 
subject? 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  not.  The  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor  was  obtained  upon  the  soup 
question  last  winter. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  take  it  that  this  (juestion 
has  no  relation  A\hatever  to  the  furnishing  of 
soup,  aid  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  on  that 
question  would  have  no  bearin"' upon  this.  That 
opinion,  if  I  remember  correctly,  was  based  unon 
the  fact  that  the  soup  was  furnished  for  a  particu- 
lar class,  and  that  the  benefit  to  be  derived  was 
not  general.    This  order  is  precisely  the  same  as 
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the  one  passed. last  year  by  the  City  Governmeiit. 
It  provides  for  no  particular  class^  and  therefore 
clearly  comes  within  the  provision  of  the  general 
statute  whrli  applies  to  all  such  cases.  I  think 
there  can  Ije  no  doubt  about  this  mattei.andl 
hope  the  order  will  pa-^s.  It  is  one  of  those  which 
oup;ht  to  pass.  It  provides  amusement  for  people 
■who  cannot  retire  to  their  moimrain  homes  in  Xew 
Hamp--hire,  and  pass  their  time  very  pleasantly 
among'  the  granite  hills ;  it  provides  entertainment 
for  those  who  are  not  able  to  leave  the  city  during 
the  summer  months. 

Alderman  Cxitrer— I  shoidd  think  that  the  rea- 
son given  by  the  City  Solicitor  was  as  good  in  one 
case  as  in  the  other.  The  >oup  was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  those  in  needy  circumstances,  and  I  certain- 
ly would  be  more  willing  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  poor  than  I  would  for  the  general  commu- 
nity. 

Alderman  Hall — This  order  comes  from  the  oth- 
er branch  to  appropriat"  money  to  entertain  a  cer- 
tain class  of  people,  and  tlie  Allennan  from  Ward 
8  speaks  of  the  benetits  to  be  derived  from  it.  I 
should  like  to  know  who  tho^e  people  are  who  de- 
rive Ijenetit  from  it.  I  cannot  see  that  any  one  is, 
but  I  certainly  do  see  that  tho>e  who  receive  soup 
are  benefitetl.  A  large  number  of  persons  may 
be  pleased,  rather  than  benefited.  It  is  taking 
.*;3500  from  the  city  treaswuy  merely  to  please 
people,  and  I  cannot  see  how  any  man  can  vote 
scjuarely  for  this  ortler. 

Aldeiman  I  eters — If  this  were  a  question  of 
music  alone.  I  think  I  'hould  vote  for  it :  but  there 
has  been  so  much  noise  at  open-aii'  concerts  that 
they  have  proved  a  failure,  and  for  that  reason  I 
shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Alderman  Fower — I  shall  oppose  this  order  for 
the  same  reason  that  I  did  last  year.  I  cannot 
conceive  how  this  can  be  a  legal  expenditure  if  it 
is  illegal  to  appropriate  money  for  soup.  It  is  al- 
leged rhat  the  soup  is  for  a  special  class;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  soup  was  free  .o  all.  This  is  for 
a  particular  class,  and  it  has  always  been  an  argu- 
ment that  it  was  for  a  class  of  poor  peoide  who 
could  not  afford  to  spend  money  to  go  to  concerts. 
I  say  i  is  not  those  leoide  who"  attend  these  con- 
certr-.  They  a  e  attended  by  rude  persons  and  the 
moral  results  from  them  are  not  good,  as  any  one 
can  see  who  goe-;  and  sees  the  rutl  conduct  of 
tho*e  who  attend  them.  It  mii-t  1  e  clearly  illegal 
to  spend  money  in  this  way.  At  any  rate,  this 
Koard  shouM  liot  pa«s  this  order  until  it  i-^  a.scer- 
t  lined  whether  we  have  the  right  to  s;  end  money 
for  this  i)urpo-e. 

.y derma. 1  Brooks— I  am  pretty  well  sati.-fied 
thnt  ;f  that  had  not  been  a  proper  order  the  gen- 
tleman from  Warci  G  would  lia\  <■  found  it  out  and 
we  should  iiave  had  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion. 
I  tliink  tlieie  is  no  mon'-y  expended  from  which 
the  people  derive  so  much  benefit  as  tins  |i;3500  for 
opeu-aiv  concerts.  This  money  is  diviiien  among 
all  sections  of  the  citj,  and  they  obtain  the  best 
musical  talent  there  is  in  rlie  city.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pas-,  because  I  believe  it  affords  a  proper 
entertainment  for  the  people.  If  we  have  a  right 
to  spend  money  for  the  Fourth  of  July,  I  think  we 
have  the  right  "to  spend  it  here,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  objections  to  the  order  in  the  least. 

Alderman  Power  —  When  this  question  first 
came  up  I  offereil  an  amendment  which  I  sup- 
posed was  a  proper  one,  but  the  Chair  did  not  see 
fit  to  enter! ain  it.  I  say  again,  on  this  musical 
question,  that  if  the  city  of  Boston  has  s*3500  to 
give  av,'ay.  there  is  not  a  citizen  of  Boston  but 
would  honor  as  for  appropriating  it  for  the  pur- 
pose I  named,  in^fad  of  spending  it  for  this 
object;  not  a  taxpayer  in  this  city  would  object, 
and  even  the  poor  people,  for  whom  it  is  alleged 
this  money  is  to  be  appropriated,  would  cheer- 
fully forego  any  ideasure  they  may  expect  ^to  get 
out  of  it.  If  the  city  of  Boston  can  afford  to  give 
away  its  money  for  any  such  purpose,  it  is  cer- 
tainly better  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  I 
named. 

The  order  was  rejected,  in  non-concurrence — 
yeas  5,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Harris, 
Stebb-ns- 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emerv,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power,  Piescott,  Wcrthington— 7."^ 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Alder- 
man Cutter,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

CO.M.MrXIC.VTIONS    FROM   CITV   OFFICERS. 

Scliool  Committee.  A  request  was  received 
from  the  School  Committee,  for  a  joint  conven- 
tion on  Tue-day  evening.  June  2.3,  for  the  purpo-e 
of  filling  vac  mcies  in  said  committee  caused  by 
the  death  of  George  Fabyan  of  Ward  4,  ami  the 


resignation  of  William   Read    of  Ward   10.     The 
Board  concurred. 

Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  A  communica- 
tion was  received  from  this  board  transmitting  a 
resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Beach  street 
on  the  southerly  side  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Washington  street. at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$184,000,  and  the  damage^  to  the  estates  taken  are 
given  in  the  schedule  a^jnexed: 


lip  III 

MgM 

Tj 

TD 

a 

.Or 
Qui 
erso 
mg 
■iati 
of  t 
urcl 

S 

.-  ;::-=  -iC"  m 

i^ripi 

c 

5 

■     7^ 

:  Si  2?:  : 

•  X*  o :  : 

0! 

*- 

GO 


"2   ^'3  3    s:    ?  3 

..  ^  *^  -       CO 


OC         SO  -.]  £0  wl  .^  C 

to         —      CnSStO         CO         H-     .  .^ 


jaa.tjs  am  uo  .laqranv 


naJt^i 

punx  JO  iaai  aJBubg 


—  looj  jad  aDtj<i 


=^    *:  ^SE    re    ?5"    uajp!}  puBi  JO  auiBA 


^    o— o      ^      — =o 


DO    ;.s      a.po    M    — — c:    ajBisa  i[OBa  01  sa3B 

=.    £  SS£    £=    £=iS   -mup  jo    junomu    ibjox 


Al^o,  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  taking  of  the 
estate  of  the  Beach-street  Presbyterian  Church, 
surrendered  to  the  city,  for  s.iid  "widening,  at  an 
adjudged  expense  of  5(115,000. 

Severally  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 

NOTICE   OF  CLOSING  OF  A   PRIVATE  STREET. 

Pursuant  to  law,  notice  was  received  from  War- 
ren Fisher  of  the  closing  of  Fisher  avenue  agaiiLSt 
public  travel,  said  street  being  a  private  way, 
owned  by  Fisher.    Placed  on  file. 

REPORT  OF  COCHITUATE  W-VTER   HOARD. 

Alderman  Cutter  presented  the  annual  report  of 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  (City  Document  Xo. 
55),  and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  comjiliance 
with  tbe  luovisions  of  the  city  ordinance,  resjiect- 
fully  submits  it-  annual  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing "April  .30, 1874,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
clerk  of  the  board,  the  City  Engineer,  the  Water 
Registrar  and  the  superintendents  of  the  eastern 
and  western  divisions  of  the  water  works.  The 
detailed  statements  mad.e  by  each  of  these  oiflcers 
give  much  valuable  information  in  relation  to  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  works.  With  the 
exception  of  the  conduit,  the  board  has  the  jilcas- 
ure  of  reporting  that  the  condition  of  the  works, 
in  all  departments,  is  entirely  satisfactory.  He- 
cent  examinations,  however,  show  conclusively 
that  no  vr.luable  time  ought  to  be  wasted  in  pro- 
viding means  for  a  permanent  and  ample  water 
supply,  independent  of  the  present  conduit.  It 
was  supposed  that  definite  mean-i  to  secure 
the  required  sujiply  had  been  taken  by  the 
City  Couiicil  of  1873.  which,  in  the  early 
months  of  that  year,  not  only  formally  ap- 
uroved  the  Sudbury  River  plan,  presented  by 
the  Water  Board,"  but  appropriated  1*500,000 
for  the  prosecuti'in  of  the  work,  and  ordered  the 
board  to  jiroceed  forthwith  in  its  execution,  which 
it  did.  with  what  was  thought  a  comniendable  de- 
gree of  alacrity  and  eieigy.  A  final  location  of 
the  line  wiis  made,  plans  and  specifications  of  the 
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whole  work  i)rf])areil,  and  a  contract  was  let  for 
excavating  tlie  long  tunnel  thronch  the  Chestnut 
Hill  ridge,  which  work  is  now  i)rogr(ssing  favora- 
bly. In  Octooer  last,  wlien  it  became  necessary 
to  take  certain  lands  in  the  valley  of  the  Sudbury 
River  for  >torage  basins,  it  was  found  by  the  City 
Solicitor  that  tlie  authority  to  seize  these  lands 
had  been  inadvertently  omitted  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil when  the  ai)i)roi)riatioi»  was  made.  The  Water 
Board  then  ajjplied  for  tlie  re(iuisite  autnority, 
but  up  to  this  time  no  autliority  has  been  given. 
The  causes  which  have  led  to  ihis  delay  may  be 
brietly  st -.ted. 

The  moderate  rainfall  of  1871  and  1872  necessi- 
tatetl  the  use  of  jjumps  at  the  lake  to  supply  the 
city,  and  public  attention  was  at  once  directed  to 
the  best  means  for  preventing  any  such  threat- 
ened water  famine  in  the  future. "  The  universal 
demand  from  the  i)ress.  the  people  and  the  Ci.y 
Government  was  foi'  an  ample  and  generous  sup- 
ply, a  supply  large  enough  to  meet  every  po-sible 
emergency,'  for  the  next  fifty  years'  at  least. 
There  was  nothing  said  in  favorof  piecing  out  the 
present  supply  by  procuring  a  few  million  of  gal- 
lons from  elsewhere,  on  the  score  of  economy,  and 
ihis  board  has  never  been  a-^ked  or  ordered  to 
report  upon  a  paitial  supply  to  rei'uforce  the 
present  system.  Acting  under  the  stimulus,  as 
the  board  still  thinks,  of  a  wise  ]»ublic  opinion, 
the  City  Council  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  a 
new  source  of  supply,  and  the  Sudbury  River  was 
gjranted.  As  soon  as  the  act  was  signed,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Government,  the  board  pro- 
ceeded to  turn  the  water  from  the  river  into  Lake 
Cocliituate,  thus  relieving  the  immediate  necessi- 
ties of  the  city.  While  the  surveys  and  plans 
for  a  ijermaneut  supply  fioni  the  Svidbury  were 
being  perfected,  the  great  conflagration  of 
November,  1872,  occurred,  and  in  May,  1873, 
the  city  sutt'ered  from  another  disastrous  fire. 
The  gieat  losses  from  these  fires  caused 
no  change  in  the  policy  of  the  City  Council, 
and  the  Sudbury  River  "scheme  of  permanent 
works  was  adopted  Mith  great  unanimity.  With- 
in a  few  months,  however,  the  question  of  the  an- 
nexation of  Chaiiestown  began  to  be  discussed, 
and  it  was  favored  upon  the  ground,  mainly,  that 
the  large  water  supply  of  the  Mystic  River  could 
be  utilized  for  the  needs  of  Boston.  The  large 
losses  by  the  two  great  fires,  the  dreal  of  heavy 
taxation,  and  the  financial  panic  of  September, 
1873,  produced  finally  the  natural  reaction  in  favor 
of  great  economy  in  public  expenditure  ;  and  if  a 
large  saving  could  be  made  by  the  contiol  of  the 
Mystic  works,  it  was  certainly  the  du:y  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The  an- 
nexation of  Charlestowii  was  consuinmated,  and 
the  Mystic  water  supply  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  city. 

The  application  of  the  Water  Board  to  the  City 
Council  for  the  authoiity  to  take  land  and  water 
rights  in  the  Sudbury,  in  October,  1873,  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  where  it  still  remains ;  and  an  in- 
vestigation was  ordered  and  made  of  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  Mystic  basin,  to  meet  the  needs  of  this 
city.  The  results  of  this  investigation  not  proving 
as  satisfactory  as  was  hoped,  other  sources  of  sup- 
ply have  since  been  examined,  incJuiling  tlie 
Shawsheen,  the  Concord,  the  Merrimack  and  the 
Charles  rivers,  with  no  definite  results  as  yet. 
These  examinations  and  consequent  protracted 
discussions  have  practically  deterred  any  move- 
ment for  relief  for  a  twelvemoiith,  while  the  needs 
and  the  population  of  the  ciiy  are  rapidly  increas- 
ing; and  the  precarious  condition  of  tlie  conduit 
renders  it  a  matter  of  some  doubt  whether  even 
the  present  supply  can  be  depended  upon  wichout 
interruption  for  any  given  time.  In  connection 
with  this  subject  the'board  desires  to  call  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  City  Engineer 
upon  tiie  facts  developed  by  recent  examinations 
of  the  conduit. 

During  1873  the  supiily  of  water  at  the  lake  was 
ample,  tlie  average  height  al)ove  the  botton  of  the 
coiKiuit  having  been  10  50100  feet.  This  year  up 
to  the  pre-ent  date.  May  20,  the  supply  is  large, 
now  standing  at  high-water  mark.  The  amount 
wasted  over  tlie  dam  in  1873  was  2,917,977,000  gal- 
lons, or  about  thirty-two  per  cent,  of  the  rainfall 
received  into  the  'lake.  Had  the  conduit  been 
originally  constructed  with  the  reciuisite  capacity 
and  strength,  a  large  portion  of  this  overilow 
could  have  been  utilized,  and  the  necessity  for 
building  a  new  conduit  deferred  for  some  years 
hence  perhajis.  The  conduit  was  not  designed  to 
be  oiierated  under  i)ressure,  but  was  calculated  to 
bring  to  the  city  only  some  seven  or  eight  million 
gallons  per  day — that  amount  being  supposed  to 


be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  city  for  the  next 
fifty  years.  The  conduit,  however,  iiow  at  the  end 
of  only  twenty->even  years,  is  at  times  reijuired  to 
bring  "nearly  three  times  that  amount  daily,  and 
still  the  supply  <loes  not  keep  pace  with  the  im- 
mediate and  pres>ing  needs  of  the  citizens.  The 
same  error  in  judgment  was  made  with  regard  to 
the  caiiacity  of  the  Brookhue  Reser\  oir.  it  was 
seriously  argued,  by  some  in  authority,  that  ten 
acres  were  sufficient  foi  storage  purposes;  but, 
finally,  twenty-two  acres  were  taken,  and  since 
then  "the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  acres  has  been  added  to  the 
storage  capacity,  making,  it  will  be  confessed  by 
our  careful  citizens,  not  too  large  a  provision  for 
the  safety  of  the  city,  in  case  of  large  conilagra- 
tion^,  or  a  serious  break  in  the  conduit. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  above  facts,  with  the 
design  of  showing  the  importance  of  taking  the 
proiier  steps  for  securiiif/  an  <iileqi«ite  supplij/or 
the  future,  whenever  the  City  Council  determines 
to  proceed  to  the  construction  of  the  new  works. 
New  uses  are  being  constantly  found  for  water 
foi  business  purpose-^,  the  demand  for  which  the 
board  is  compelled  either  to  refuse,  or  to  grant 
with  extreme  reluctance,  since  the  report  upon 
the  condition  of  the  conduit  has  been  made,  limit- 
ing its  safe  capacity  to  17.000.000  gal!o..s  daily. 
The  free  use  of  hand  hose  and  ornamental  foun- 
tains should  be  encourageil  for  sanitary  reasons 
rather  than  checketl ;  but  during  the  liot  summer 
niDiiths  our  citizens  cannot  safely  indulge  in 
either,  although  a  handsome  revenue  could  be 
gained  for  !  oth  uses  if  there  were  jilenty  of  water 
to  supply  the  demand.  The  large  increase  of 
buililings  in  the  Roxbury  and  Don  hester  districts 
now  demands  a  consideralile  extension  of  main 
pipe  in  those  sections,  which,  if  grai  ted.  will  lead 
to  a  corresponding  consumption  of  water.  Nu- 
merous petitioners  in  AVest  Roxbury  and  Brighton 
have  indicated  their  wishes  for  ah  earlv  siijjply 
for  domestic  purposes  and  protection  fiom  fire. 
The  board  has  no  doubt  but  that  the  rights  ami 
needs  of  these  rapidly  growing  section-  of  the 
city  will  be  properly  appreciated  and  cared  for,  in 
the  provision  which  it  is  lio])ed  wUl  be  early  made 
for  an  adequate  supply  for  the  enlarged  city  limits. 

The  Water  Board  has  no  hesitanon  in  reattij-m- 
ing  its  opinion,  fully  expressed  in  former  reports, 
in  favor  of  that  plan  of  supplv  adopted  bv  the 
City  Council  of  1873.  The  act  p'assed  by  tiie"Leg- 
islatiire,  granting  Sudbury  River  to  the  city,  is  a 
very  favorable  and  valuable  one:  the  watershed 
is  singularly  free  from  sources  of  pi>lluti<ni,  and, 
if  any  are  found  to  exist,  can  be  easilv  controlled ; 
the  water  is  excellent,  and  the  storage  facilities 
very  favorable,  while  the  cost— predfcated  upon 
actual  and  intelligent  surveys — is  not  large,  con- 
sidering that  our  citizens  vvUl,  with  it,  beyond  all 
question,  secure  what  they  all  desire,— «»  ade- 
qudtc  sujyj^ly  of  pare  water  for  the  next  fifty 
years. 

It  is  computed  by  the  Auditor  and  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners,  that  the  funded  water  debt, 
amounting  to  SG,912,711.11,  under  the  operation  of 
the  sinking  fund  -  stablished  for  its  redemption, 
will  be  retire<l  and  iiaid  in  full  in  1003.  The  in- 
come from  water  is  increasing  constantly  from 
year  to  year;  and  during  the  past  year  has  been 
sufficient  to  ])ay  the  current  expenses,  including 
the  cost  of  relaying  the  "burnt  tlistrict,"  and  con- 
siderable otherexceptional  expenses,  which  ought 
to  be  charged  to  construction,  togethc  \\ith  the 
interest  on  the  entire  debt,  and  the  premium  paid 
for  replacing  a  portion  of  the  fund'^d  debt,  leaving 
a  deficiencv  of  only  >oine  814,600,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  biief  statement,  made  up  in  the 
form  heretofore  used  in  the  repoits  of  this  depart- 
ment: 

The  income  for  the  past  vcar,  as  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  Water  Registrar, 

has  been 8906,430.48 

Being  a  sfiin  over  the  previous  year  of 57,84B.2i 

The  estimated  income    from  water  rates, 

for  the  year  1S74,  is KO.OOO.OO 

The  expenses  have  been  as  follows : 

For  current  expenses 506,888.20 

Interest  and  premium  on  water  debt 4M7.01ti.7H 

S1,IMI3,904.9H 
Tlie    Treasurer   has   credited   the    Water 
Works,  for  tlie  same  year 989,266.86 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  income §14,638.13 

Add  amounts  expended  in  Wards  13,  14,  15 
and  16 119,886.01 

Add  amounts  expended  ou  Parker  Hill 
Reservoir 32.6S0.78 

Add  amounts  expended  on  additional  sup- 
ply          114.102.77 
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Add  cost  of  works  to  May,  1F73 9,860,9Sti.24 

Showing  a  net  cost  to  May  1. 1874 SHM4i,273.93 

A  more  ttiict  classification  of  tlie  exiieiuUtuies 
of  the  past  year,  as  adopted  by  the  City  Auditor, 
discriminating  uio'-e  carefully  between  ••current 
expenses"  and  ''constructioa  or  extension  ex- 
penses," shows  the  following  result: 

Aggregate  expenditures $1,270,584.35 

Current  expenses S3H4,B62.74 

Interest  ana  premium  on  debt.. .  4H7,0lB.7H 
Construction  expenses 40s,905.02 

Sl,270,.3ti4..55 

Income  as  per  City  Treasurer's  credits SS89,2t)0.86 

Current  expenses 5364,1)62.74 

Interest  and  premium  on  debt....   497,016.79 

.?i86I,B79..53 

Balance  of  net  earnings S12r,o8,.-33 

It  will  be  seen,  from  this  statement,  that  the 
water  woiks  have,  for  the  first  time,  fairly  earned 
a  profit  upon  the  entire  co>t  of  construction.  Ex- 
tensions of  main  pipe  are  now  only  made  when 
the  yearly  income  is  estimated  to  "pay  six  per 
cent." upon  the  cost;  and  if  this  safe  iiile  is  en- 
forced hereafter,  our  citizens  m.iy  ret  assured 
that  the  present  system  of  works  w"ill  not  only  be 
self-sustainin.ir,  btit  a  source  of  yearly  increasing 
and  handsome  profit  to  the  city  treastxry. 

The  eastern  division  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  E.  R. 
Jones,  and  embraces  all  that  portion  of  the  works 
lying  east  of  the  Brookliiie  Reservoir  During  the 
past  vear  some  twenty-four  and  one-half  miles  of 
pipe  have  been  laid,  of  which  31  feet  were  2n-inch, 
!I2'29  fee:  were  IG-inch,  49,3S4  were  12-inch,  4.5i;  feet 
were  9-inch,  20,.323  were  S-inch,  47,210  were  (3-inch, 
and  2617  feet  were  4-inch;  ar.a  35'J  stopcocks  have 
been  put  in  during  the  same  time.  The 
total  length  of  pipe  laid  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  works  up  to  May  1,  1874, 
amounts  to  262  miles,  1050  feet;"  the  total 
number  of  stopcocks  is  2767,  and  the  total 
number  of  hydrants  is  29S2,  put  in  up  to  the  same 
date.  During  the  pa*t  year  a  nevr  hlack-mivh 
shop  has  been  built,  an  the  machine  -  hoo  has 
been  furnished  with  <ome  much-needed  new'tools 
and  machiLery,  addinsi  very  much  to  ti.e  effective- 
ness and  economy  of '  the"  work.  Many  articles 
hitherto  largely  consumed  or  used  iii  tliis  depart- 
ment are  now  uiaiuifactured  at  a  very  consi  :er- 
able  saving  over  the  prices  charged  by  manufac- 
turer*.  A  large  Tinount  of  work  has  been  done  on 
this  divi-ioii  durii.g  the  pa-:t  year,  iintier  >ome- 
what  adverse  circumsiances,  and  the  re-uks  re- 
flect great  cr  'dit  upon  the  SuperintendeiiL  r.ud  h's 
faithful  assistants.  A  detailed  statement  of  the 
pipes  lai  J.  and  o'her  inte'  estiiig  particulars,  ac- 
company the  report  of  the  Superintendent. 

TLe  tliree  reservoirs,  the  Eat  Boston,  the  ?outh 
Boston  and  Beacon  Hill,  remain  about  in  the  same 
condition  as  they  were  reported  a  year  since:  they 
have  been  ke-it  iiartially  filled,  but  are  still  dis- 
connecteil  with  the  pipe  sy-t(m.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Parkei  HillRe^ervoir  and  the  con- 
nection of  the  high-service  pipe  across  Dover- 
street  Bridge,  the  twenty-inch  main  from  Dor- 
chester to  South  Boston,  whicli  is  now  used  to  su;j- 
ply  the  high  service,  will  be  turned  upon  the  low 
service  there,  thus  givin";  two  very  effective  low 
.service  lines,  and  one  hig-h-service  line,  reenforced 
by  the  Parker  Hill  Reservoir,  for  that  locality. 
I'nder  these  circumstances,  it  be  'omes  a  question 
whether  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  continued 
maintenance  of  the  South  Boston  Reservoir,  espe- 
cially as  it  is  in  a  leaky  condition,  and  requiring  ex- 
tensive repaus  to  ma'ke  i  fully  effective.  '1  he  Bea- 
con Hill  Reservoir,  which,  when  filled  to  its  maxi- 
mum capacity,  holds  less  than  a  sixth  of  a  day's 
ordinary  stipply  for  the  city,  will,  upon  the  com- 
pletion "of  Parker  Hill  Reservoir,  become  uract^- 
cally  useless.  The  land  is  quite  valuable  for  the 
erection  of  dwelling  houses  or  other  purposes,  and 
if  sold  tlie  proceeds  might  be  judiciously  apjilied, 
either  to  a  reduction  of  the  present  wate"r  debt,  or 
for  laying  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir to  the  city.  The  East  Boston  Reservoir  is  in 
good  condition,  having  undergone  thorough  re- 
piir  within  a  few  years.  East  Boston  has  but 
a  single  line  of  supply,  and  should  any  accidfnt 
happen  to  that,  it  would  prove  a  serious  disaster, 
unless,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  the  reservoir 
should  be  retained,  kept  full,  and  the  water,  some 
5,600,000  gallons,  held  in  reserve  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. 

The  Parker  Hill  Reservoir,  which  was  put  under 
contract  in  .July  last,  is  designed  to  reenforce  the 
high-service  sv"stem  of  Beacon  Hill,  South  Bo:ton, 
and  the  Roxbury  and  Dorchester  districts.  Its 
capacity,  when  full,  will  be  some  seven  million 


gallons.or  nearly  seven  times  as  great  as  the  aver- 
age amount  now"i)umped  daily  through  the  stand- 
pipe;  and.  hi  case  of  a  large  "conflagration  in  the 
high-service  districts,  or  accident  to  the  pumping- 
works,  it  must  be  of  great  value  to  meet  such  an 
emergency.  It  is  hoped  that  the  resen.'Oir  will  be 
finished,  filled  and  fully  connected  with  the  high- 
service  system  during  the  pre>ent  season.  During 
the  past  yeai  a  large  number  oi  standpipes,  from 
till ee  to  ^ix  inches  in  diameter,  connected  direct- 
ly with  the  street  mains,  have  been  put  into  man- 
lifactories,  warehouses,  hotels  and  other  large  and 
high  bull. lings.  These  i<ipes  are  used  lor  fire  pur- 
poses only,  Tjciiig  independent  of  the  or,linaiy 
supply.  As  most  of  these  high  and  costly -tinc- 
tures are  located  in  the  lou"-sei"\'ice  district,  the 
water  will  only  rise  to  a  height  governed  by  the 
street  pressure:  and  the:re  pipes,  though  quite 
effective  against  a  fire  in  the  building,  are  not  of 
much  value  against  a  fire  in  the  upper  portion  of 
very  high  adjoining  buildings,  except  when  steam 
power  with  a  proper  pump  is  connected  with 
them;  they  then  become  a  very  efficient  protec- 
tion. As  the  use  of  these  standpipes  is  becoming 
almost  universal,  it  may  be  thought  judicious, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  Parker  Hili  Reservoir, 
to  extend  a  high-service  pipe  through  such  streets 
as  need  this  extra  protection,  and  have  ill  these 
standpipes  connected  with  it.  The  expense,  fairly 
divided  among  the  in-urance  companies,  real- 
estate  owners  and  other-'  directly  iurerested, 
w  oidd  not  be  large,  wliile  thc'  protection  from  fire 
■would  be  very  grta:. 

Mr.  Albert  "stanwood,  tlie  efficient  and  faithful 
Sui)eri!iteiideut  of  the  we  tein  division,  resigned 
that  office  in  July  last,  and  Mr.  Desmond  Fitz- 
gerald was  elected"  in  his  i  lace.  Mr.  Stanwood, 
however,  is  still  levainedin  the  s^i vice  of  the 
city  in  an  important  an  L  res  lon-ille  position  on 
the  proposed  new  supply.  The  western  di^'^sion 
embiaees  the  lake  and' all  "hat  [ortion  of  the 
works  lying  between  the  Ip.k^-  and  the  gate  nouse 
of  the"  biiiokline  Reservoi;.  Everything  is  in 
good  condition  at  the  lake,  except  that  the  dwell- 
ing house  occupied  by  the  attendant  is  very  old 
and  very  much  out  of  repair:  it  is  likewise  very 
ill-desig"ned  and  inconvenient  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  needed.  When  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  number  of  mechanics  at  the  lake 
forcoustructi'ou  or  repairs,  a  irreat  deal  of  valua- 
ble time  is  wa>ted  by  the  men  "lieiiig  compelled  to 
go  several  miles  away  to  their  boarding  houses. 
It  would  be  substantial  economy  to  btuld  an  ap- 
propriate and  convenient  house,  where  these  occa- 
sional employes  can  be  ted  and  lodged.  The 
fences  around  the  city  property  require  some  con- 
siderable repairs,  which  will  be  attended  to  du»ing 
the  pre-ent  sea-on. 

Chestnut  Hill  and  Brookli.ne  reservoirs  remain 
in  their  usual  satisfactory  condition.  The  levels 
of  both  reservoirs  are  soiiie  two  feet  below  high- 
water  mark,  although  the  conduit  has  been 
operated  at  considerable  pressure  duriig  the 
moderate  spring  weather,  in  the  endeavor  to  fill 
them  '.o  meet  the  u«ual  large  consumption  of  the 
hot  -umiiier  months.  The  difficulty  of  keeiiing  a 
full  >upp'y  in  the  reservoirs  during  the  future  will 
be  largely  increased  by  the  additional  pressure 
givea  in  the  street  mains,  caused  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  larger  pipes  in  many  s;reet"s,  and,  there- 
fore, a  more  free  circidatiim  "of  water  throughout 
the  entile  low-service  districts.  The  more  care 
exercised  by  consumer',  to  prevent  this  aiitl  all 
other  extra  "waste,  the  more  valuable  will  the  sys- 
tem become  as  a  protection  from  fire.  The  most 
rigorous  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
w.aste,  untdl  a  large  a  ditional  supply  is  brought 
to  the  city. 

The  number  of  water  takers  for  the  year  is  42,- 
345.  an  increa-e  of  1657  ever  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  cases  in  which  the  water  has  been 
turned  off  for  non-payment  of  rates  during  the 
year  1S73,  is  1008:  of  this  iiuinber,  918  have  been 
"again  turned  on  upon  payment  of  dues,  and  a 
balance  of  ISO  still  remains  off.  The  number  of 
meter-  i:i  use  is  977.  The  report  of  the  Registrar 
contains  a  classification  of  the  buildings  in  which 
water  is  measured  for  consumption,  with  the  usu- 
al details  of  bu-iness  in  that  department.  In 
the  appendix  to  the  Water  Registrar'-  Re- 
port will  be  found  some  account  of  the  re- 
sults of  a  rigorous  system  of  inspection  in  a 
foreign  city,  upon  the  coii=umptioii  of  water  per 
capita  of  population.  These  <le.ails  are  interest- 
ing and  impoitant  for  consideration  at  a  moment 
like  the  present,  when  the  population  of  this  city 
is  increasing,  and  the  water  supply — caused  by 
fear  of  accident  to  the  overburdened  conduir — is 
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decreasing.  The  miuiber  of  the  varioii.*  kinds  of 
water  fixtures  on  the  premises  of  water  takers, 
Jan.  1, 1H74,  was  170,281,  showinji'  an  increase  of 
10,627  (luring-  the  vear 

./Oiix  A.  H.WKX,  President. 

F.DWAiu)  A.  White. 

Thomas  fiOGix. 

Ch.\rles  R.  McLean. 

Leox.vhi)  R.  Cutter. 

■Wir.LiAM  (i.  Thacher. 

EiiWARD  P.  Wilbur. 

Reiiort  of  City  Eui/hfeer.  From  tlie  report  of 
the  City  Ennineer  tlie  accompanying  extracts  are 
taken:' 

No  water  has  been  (hawn  from  the  Sudbury 
River  or  Farm  Pond  (hiring  tlie  past  year,  the 
.supply  fioni  tlie  lake  alone  having  proved  suf- 
ficient for  all  purposes.  In  fact,  as  matters  now 
are.  no  relief  can  be  had  from  tlie  river,  even  in 
case  of  a  delicieiuy  in  ihe  Cochituate  supply.  The 
monthly  average  heights  of  the  water  surface  of 
the  lake,  above  the  bottom  of  the  conduit.  Mill 
be  found  in  ihe  table  on  page  38.  On  Jan.  1. 
1873,  the  water  in  Lake  Cochituate  stood  at  12  feet 
1  inch  above  the  bottom  of  the  conduit.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  previous  year  there  was  no  water 
in  store,  the  conduit  being'then  supplied  by  pump- 
ing from  a  level  below  its  flow  line.  T(5  maintain 
the  supply,  about  1.67C.(;oo,000  gallons  were  turned 
into  the  'ake  from  Kudbury  River;  this,  com- 
bined with  the  copiou-  rains  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  brought  the  water  level  within  about 
15  inches  of  high-water  mark  at  the  begin-iing 
of  1873.  From  this  date  it  rose  gradually  till 
Jan.  17,  when  waste  over  the  dam  <ominenced, 
and  continued  till  April  23,  the  water  then  stand- 
ing at  12  feet  llio  inihes.  On  May  4  the  stop 
planks  were  again  removed,  and  the  "water  allow- 
ed to  waste  till  May  20.  From  this  time  ti'l  Aug. 
14  it  gradually  fell",  and  at  the  latter  date  stood  at 
8  feet  7  inches ;  on  Ausr.  27  it  stood  at  8  feet  91/2 
inches;  Oct.  4,  6  feet  8V2  inches;  Oct.  10.  "feet  6 
inches;  Oct.  19,  7  feet  3  inches;  and  on  Dec.  31,  9 
feet  9  inches.  To  secure  a  flow  that  will  supply 
the  city  with  the  rate  of  consumption  of  the  pas"t 
year,  there  are  required  from  (i  to  71/2  feet  of  water 
above  the  conduit;  and,  as  in  September  there 
were  less  than  7  feet,  fears  were  entertained  that 
a  resort  to  pumping  ^vould  acaiii  l)e  required,  Imt 
fortunately  heavy  rains  furnished  the  needed  relief. 
The  total  waste  over  the  dam  for  the  year  has  been 
2,917,1177,000  gallons,  equal  to  an  average  daily  sup- 
ply of  7,994,460  gallons.  Had  there  been  no  aid 
from  the  Sudbury  River  the  previous  year,  the 
waste  in  1873  would  have  been  equal  to  an  aver- 
age daily  supply  of  about  3,400,000  gallons.  This 
waste  is  due  to  "the  want  of  storage  room.  The 
lake  is  now  (May  1 1  full,  and  wa-ting  largely.  The 
town  of  Natick'has  obtained  an  act  co  take  water 
for  a  domestic  supply  from  Dug  Fond,  and  has 
recently  decided  to  buibi  works  tor  elevating  aiid 
distributing  it.  This  will  tend  to  dinunish,  some- 
what, the  suuply  for  Bo-ton,  though  a  portion  of 
the  water  will  be  received  again  by  the  lake  in  the 
form  of  sewerage  water :  but  should  a  system  of 
sewerage  be  carried  out  by  the  town,  it'  may  be- 
come necessary  to  divert  even  this  portion,  that 
the  purity  of  the  lake  may  be  maintained. 

On  Nov.  19  and  20  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  interior  of  the  conduit  was  made  by  Mr.  Wig- 
gin,  Clerk  of  the  Water  Board,  and  others,  who 
))assed  through  its  entire  length  from  the  lake  to 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir.  A  number  of  new  and 
dangerous  cracks  were  discovered;  ihose  on  the 
embankment  to  the  west  of  Charles  River  were  of 
such  alarming  chararter  that  it  was  considered 
imperative  they  should  be  repaired  at  once ;  ac- 
cordingly, the  "water  was  kept  shut  ofl,  ami  a 
force  of  "ma-ons  jiut  at  work  night  and  day  until 
temporary  se;-urity  was  insured.  At  this  point 
there  was  found  a  'crack  in  the  bottom,  varying  in 
width  from  one-half  to  11/2  inch,  and  two  hundred 
feet  long,  through  which  an  iron  rod  readily 
passed  and  penetrated  the  gravel  filling  below. 
The  leakage  here  must  have  been  considerable, 
but  it  did  not  make  'ts  appearance  at  the  surface 
of  the  bank,  owing  to  the  very  poious  nature  of 
the  material  forming  it.  The  repairs  made  in  no 
wav  add  to  the  strength  of  the  conduit;  the  best 
tha't  could  be  done  was  to  stop  the  leakage, 
and  thus  remove  for  a  while  the  danger  of  under- 
mining the  masonry.  A  new  exaininalion  has 
been  iiiade  this  spriiig  ( Ajiril  14), which  shows  tliat 
changes  in  the  form  of  the  conduit  continue  to 
take  place.  The  crack  on  the  embankment  to  the 
west  of  Charles  River,  mentioned  above,  has  again 
opened  nearly  its  whole  length  to  auidth  of  from 


%  to  14  inch.  The  water  in  the  conduit  was  drawn 
down  to  a  lessdeitth  than  fr)r  the  examinations  of 
the  past  two  or  three  years;  and  the  upper  reach 
near  the  lake  was  more  carefully  examined.  A 
number  of  large  siirings  were  found  coming  up 
thr<jugh  the  masonry  of  the  bottom,  and  in  a  nuni- 
))er  of  places  the  cement  was  entiiely  washed 
from  the  joints,  and  the  bi  icks  were  loose. 
These  springs  bring  in  large  (piantitics  of  sand; 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  sui)]j|Ose  that  the 
masonry  is  slowly  undertn  'lied  and  allowed 
to  settle  and  break  up.  The  bottom,  judging 
from  the  depth  of  wate  at  rlifferent  i)oiiits,  is  quite 
uneven,  and  the  unevenness  is  probably  <lue  to 
settlements.  In  former  years,  when  the  coiisumj)- 
tion  in  the  city  was  much  less  than  now,  it  was 
the  custom  to  draw  the  water  out  of  the  conduit 
a  number  of  times  in  each  year,  and  to  patch  uj) 
the  cracks  with  cement,  or  by  tliiving  in  pine 
wedges  where  springs  prevented  the  use  of  cem- 
ent. In  this  way  it  m  as  kept  in  a  tolerably  safe 
condition  for  use  under  pressure.  For  want  of 
such  constant  attention  and  repairs  during  late 
years,  it  has  deteriorated  considerably,  and  is  not 
now  so  safe  for  such  use  as  formerly ."^  Each  time 
that  it  is  drawn  off,  several  hours  are  required  to 
empty  it  and  seveial  .nore  to  fill  it  again";  also  a 
large  Volume  of  water  is  wasted.  If  it  cr  ii;d  be 
drawn  off  in  sections  much  time  and  water  would 
be  saved,  as  many  portions  of  its  length  do  not  re- 
quire frequent  examinations.  A  gate  at  (irant- 
ville  waste-weir  would  be  of  great  service  in  this 
respect,  and,  besides,  would  afford  a  ready  means 
of  stopping  the  flow  should  any  accident" happen 
near  Charles  River,  the  j)oint  where  the  chief 
daii'xer  ey.sts.  1  therefore  recominend  that  such 
a  gate  be  provideel.  "When  the  volume  of  i;ow  is 
large  there  is  a  loss  of  head  or  fall,  in  jiassing  it 
through  the  siphon  pipes,  of  cue  foot  and 
upwards,  and  as  the  entire  fall  from  the  lake  to 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  is  only  about  four  f eet,this 
loss  at  Charles  River  materially  diminishes  the 
capacity  of  the  conduit.  This  loss  is  not  of  much 
consequence  when  the  volume  of  flow  is  nut  great- 
er than  15,000,000  or  l(!,ono,000  gallons  per  day,  but 
I  have  estimated  that  when  the  conduit  is  u'nder  a 
4-feet  head,  a  gain  of  about  IV2  million  gallons  per 
day  w(Hild  be  made  by  the  addition  of  a  new 
siphon  pipe  36  inches  in 'diameter.  The  cost  of 
the  pipe  (,if  of  cast  iron)  and  labor  of  laving,  etc., 
would  be  from  820,000  to  $25,000,  and  in  case  the 
city  take  possession  of  the  Sudbury  River  and  use 
it  lor  the  next  few  years  as  a  supi'deinent  to  the 
Cochituate  supply,  "liy  turning  a  portion  of  its 
waters  into  the  lake,  it  will  be  advisable  to  have 
such  a  pipe  laid.  As  a  purely  precautionary  meas- 
ure, material  for  about  50C  feei  of  wooden'  flume 
has  been  bought  and  fitted,  and  is  stored  at  Chest- 
nut Hiil,  ready  for  use  in  case  of  an  accident  to  the 
conduit  that  shall  destroy  tne  masonry.  It  is  hoped 
and  expected,  however,  that  it  will  never  be  used 
for  the  purpose  for  whicii  it  is  kept.  Nev,-  gauges 
(float)  for  giving  the  height  of  water  in  the  eoi.- 
duit  have  been  put  in  along  its  line  during  the 
jiast  season,  and  observations  can  now  be  taken 
much  more  readily  and  accurately  than  formerly. 
The  recoril  of  these  gauges  is  used  in  comiuitiiig 
the  daily  consumijtioii  of  wpter. 

The  cost  of  pumping  for  1873  has  been  S9006.14; 
approximate  cost  per  million  gallons  raised  one 
foot  high,  28  3-10  cents;  approximate  duty  per 
pounil  of  coal,  260,175  poiindr  jier  foot.  The  pumns 
now  operate  much  more  (juietly  at  a  high  speed 
than  formerly,  owing  cliieiiy  lothe  use  of  stionger 
and  stift'er  siirings  on  the  valves. 

The  daily  average  consumption  of  water  for 
1873  was  17,842,700  gallons,  which  is  in  excess  of 
the  average  for  1872  by  2,779,300  gallons,  or  I8I/2  per 
cent.  Tne  greatest  consumption  was  for  July, 
when  the  daily  average  was  very  neai  ly  21,000,000. 
On  July  20  observations  were  made  at  the  Beacon- 
Hill  Reservoir,  to  determine  the  rate  of  night  con- 
sumption, or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  rate  of 
waste,  in  a  certain  district  "of  the  city.  This  dis- 
trict comprises  what  is  called  the  AVest  End,  North 
End  ..ml  IJurnt  District,  and  contains  not  far  from 
sixty  thousand  inhabiiants.  In  it  are  located 
maiiy  of  the  manufacturing  houses,  principal 
hotels,  iiewsi)aper  othrcs,  printing  houses,  etc.,  of 
the  city ;  but  at  the  time  selected  for  the  experi- 
ment, i)etween  twelve  and  three  o'clock,  Sunday 
morning,  the  legitimate  use  of  water  must  have 
been  very  small.  This  section  was  shut  oft'  from 
all  comniunication  with  the  Brookline  and  Chest- 
nut Hill  reservoirs,  by  gates  on  I'.edford,  Washing- 
ton, Tremont,  Chailes  and  other  streets,  and 
fed  exclusively  from  the  Beacon-Hill  Keser'.  oir. 
The  leakage  tlirough  the  gates,  if  any,  must  have 
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been  inappreciable,  as  the  pressures  on  opposite 
sides  coukt  have  differed  but  slightly.  Observa- 
tions were  commenced  at  midnight,  and  readings 
of  the  gauge  taken  every  fifteen  minutes.  At  the 
first  of  the  experiment  the  consumption  was  found 
to  be  somewhat  irregular,  but  between  one  and 
three  o'clock  it  was  remarkably  uniform,  showing 
that  the  draft  was  not  due  to"  irregular  opening 
and  shutting  of  cocks,  but  to  a  continuous  flow  at 
almost  unvaiyii.g  outlets.  There  were  drawn  from 
the  reservoir'duiinfi;  these  two  hours,  386,857  gal- 
lons, equal  to  a  rate  of  4,042,284  gnllons  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  This  enormous  rate  of  night  consump- 
tion indicated  either  a  heavy  leakage  or  great 
waste.  A  partv  of  inspectors  was  at  once  organ- 
ized, under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Joseph  ^^  hit- 
ney  of  Cambriiige,  who,  from  experience  gained 
on  tlie  Cambridge  works,  was  particularly  quali- 
fied for  this  work,  and  a  careful  inspection  of  all 
the  fittings  in  the  district  was  made,  and  the  street 
mains  weie  tested  for  leaks  in  various  ways.  Xo 
leaks  were  discovered  in  the  mains,  but  many  hun- 
dreds of  defective  fittings  were  found  aiid  re- 
paired, and  some  leaks  in  the  house  service  pipes 
detected  aiul  stopped.  Before  the  examination 
was  concluded,  however,  it  became  manifesl  that 
much  the  greater  portion  of  the  night  consump- 
tion was  caused  by  waste,  thnt  is,  by  fiow  th  oiigli 
open  fittings.  All  the  leaks  that  could  be  discov- 
ered having  been  stopped,  a  second  observation 
was  made  on  Sunday  monnng,  Oct.  5,  between 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  tliree,  as  before,  'the 
water  in  the  reservoir  at  the  commencement  of 
the  trial  stood  ft  the  same  height  as  on  the  luoiii- 
ing  of  July  20.  There  was  a  slight  wind  bl'iwing 
at  the  time"  of  the  hitler  trial,  which  caused  an  oscil- 
lation in  "the  gauge  tube,  and  the  readings  were  not 
so  satisfactory  a.^  those  of  July.  During  the  three 
hours  of  observation  the  water  "fell  2  feet  4%  inches, 
showing  a  consumption  of  000,182  gallons,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  4,04;i,450  gallons  m  twenty-four 
hours.  The  consumiition  between  one  and"  tliree 
o'clock  was  336,294  gallon-,  or  at  the  rate  of  4.03.5,- 
528  gallons  in  twenty-four  houis,  showing  a  small 
saving,  about  thirteen  pei'  cent.,  caused  by  the  re- 
pairs inade.  That  everything  to  stop  waste  with- 
in the  power  of  the  Board  to  do  might  be  done, 
the  inSj^ection  from  house  to  house  was  continued 
throughout  nearly  the  whole  city.  Mr.  Whitney, 
in  his  final  report  of  Dec;  1,  "says,  -'Tue  work 
has  proceeded  without  interrupiicn" until  the  pres- 
ent time  (the  number  of  inspectors  employed  av- 
eraging about  six),  and  the  entire  ciiy  lias  been 
canvassed  with  the  exi  eption  of  East  b'oston,  part 
of  the  Highland  Di-tiict,and  a  part  of  Dorchester. 

'•The  result  of  the  investigation,  to  the  first  day 
of  December,  has  been  the  discovery  of  4111  leakA. 
as  follows:  347  bursted  >eivice  pipes,  491  ball 
cocks,  1173  hopper  cock-,  1745  taps,  lo9  water  clos- 
ets, 50  stop  and  waste  cocks.  127  hydrants.  At  the 
time  when  these  leaks  were  discovered  a  notice 
was  left  on  the  premises  requiring  that  the  same 
should  be  repaired  within  thiee  days,  and  with 
very  few  exceptions  the  repairs  have  been  prompt- 
ly made." 

Although  a  considerable  saving  must  have  re- 
sulted fiom  the  stoppage  of  so  many  leaks,  yet 
the  quantity  thus  saved  was  so  small  in  compari- 
son to  the"  immense  was^'e  through  fittings  left 
open  wilfully  or  carelessly,  that  it  provea  of  no 
aijpreciable  value  in  diminishing  the  daily  con- 
sumption. 

A  report  of  the  City  Engineer,  bearing  date 
January  27, 1873,  together  with  plan-  antl  esiimates 
relating  to  the  various  sources,  within  fifty  miles 
of  tlie  city,  available  for  the  supj  ly  of  liostbn,  and 
giving  in  detail  the  jjioposed  scheme  of  works  for 
a  supply  from  the  Sudbury  River,  was  presented 
to  the'sVater  Board  in  that  month.  This  report, 
together  with  one  from  Mr.  Chesbrough,  City  En- 
gineer of  Chicago,  and  another  fiom  the  V\'ater 
Board  upon  the  same  subj  ec  r,  was  presented  to  the 
City  Council  eayiy  in  the  ye:ir.  The  plan  propos- 
ed received  the  a'jiproval  of  the  City  Government, 
and  an  apijroi)riation  of  .fi.500,00U  was" made  to  cover 
the  estimated  expenses  of  the  past  year.  A  num- 
ber of  engineering  assistants  were  engaged  earlv  in 
May,  and  placed  under  the  flirection  of  IMr^  A. 
Kteley,  who  was  appointed  Resident  Engineer  In 
charge  of  the  whole  work,  and  the  final  location 
of  the  conduit  line,  dams,  etc.,  auLl  plans  of  struc- 
ture, and  forms  of  contracts  and  specifications 
were  commenced.  The  line  is  now  located,  nvd 
cross  sections  of  the  giound  have  been  taken,  and 
a  large  number  of  plans,  inofiles,  etc.,  have  been 
prepared.  A  contract,  amounting  to  about  .^•340,- 
000,  for  excavating  a  tunnel  ancl  building  a  por- 
tion of  the  conduit,  was  let  eailv    in  August,  and 


considerable  work  has  been  done  under  it.  Other 
portions  of  the  work  were  made  leady  for  con- 
tract, and  advertisements  for  pj'opo-als  would 
have  been  made  last  fall,  haii  not  subseciuent 
events  rendered  such  course  unwarrantable.  In 
October  surveys  and  plans  of  certain  lands  u\  the 
valley  of  the  .Sudbury  were  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  preparing  papers  tor  the  taking  of  su(  h  lands. 
It  was.  however,  decided  by  the  Citj  Solicitor 
that  the  City  Conned  had"  not  authorized  the 
Water  Board  to  take  lantls  or  water-rights:  and 
accordingly  the  boa; d  made  application,  Oct.  lO, 
for  the  needful  authority. 

REPOETS  AXD  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving- 
Reports  recommending  leave  to  withtlraw  on 
petitions  of  'Ihomas  F.hvaAyet  ai.,  that  Fifth 
stieet  may  be  paved  f /om  B  to  C  street ;  A.  P.  Peck 
et  al.,  that  t  handler  street  be  paved  with  wood  or 
stone;  C.  Blake  f<  oL,  that  a  portion  of  Middle 
street  be  pavetl  with  wood.    Seveiallv  accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  peti- 
tions of  Timothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle 
certain  streets  in  Chailestowu;  >'..  E.  Cio.-by  & 
Co.,  to  place  a  lamp  post  in  sidewalk  ;it  79  Beach 
street;  M.  Judd,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoistinu' beam 
at  13.3-135  Merrimac  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  that  the  petition  of  C.  C. 
Clapp,  to  be  lelieved  from  crowds  who  wa't  for 
cars  at  corner  of  Court  street  anil  Cornhill,  be  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Police.  Accepted  and 
riference  ordered. 

Report  signed  by  Aldeimen  Cutter  and  Peters, 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Israel  G. Whitney  ct  al ., 
that  AVater  street  be  paved  with  wood  between 
Congress  and  Kilby  streets. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following  minor- 
ity iei)ort  and  order,  and  moved  that  they  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  report  of  the  majority ; 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  respectfully  diseuts  from  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  said  committee  denying  the 
petition  of  Israel  G.  Whitney  A  Co.  and  others 
that  Water  street  from  Congress  street  to  Kilby 
street  be  i)aved  with  wood,  and  begs  leave  to  rec- 
ommend t'ie  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 
Tiie  reasons  in  favor  of  granting  the  pi"ayer  of  the 
petitioners  in  this  case  are  ceitainly  as  stioiig  as 
they  were  in  the  case  of  Kilby"  street.  The 
portion  of  Water  stieet  between  the  points 
1  amed  is  narrow  and  nearly  level;  tlie  build- 
ings on  either  side  are  high  and  are 
chiefly  used  for  offices  and  counting  rooms. 
The  ri"oise  of  vehicle.- passing  over  a  s.one  pave- 
ment would  greatly  disturb  the  occujjai.ts.  The 
petitioners  very  iustly  state  that" whatever  reasons 
iavor  the  use  of  wood  iiavemeiit  elsewhere  seem 
to  be  specially  ajjplicable  here."  Theincon  isteu- 
cy  of  tn^  Stand  taken  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee is  shown  in  the  fact  that  Excliai  ge  place 
(formerly  Lindall  stieet)  and  Hawes  street,  which 
inn  1  ara"llel  with  W  ater  street  from  (  ongres*  to 
Kilbv  street,  and  C  entral  street  from  Kilby  to 
Broad  street  are,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  pavea  with  woo  i,  while  Water  stieet, 
which  is  more  favorably  situated  in  every  respect 
for  su.h  kind  of  paveinent,  is  to  be  jta'ved  with 
stone,  in  the  minority  report  on  Kilby  street  the 
undersigned  presented  certain  facts  "which  had 
beer.  !  rought  out  in  the  investigation  made  m 
London  to  a.-certain  the  be.-t  mateiial  to  be  used 
in  paving  the  sc/eets  of  that  eiiy.  The  thorough- 
lies  s  of  that  investigation  i.ai:not  be  contro\  erteil. 
'ihe  result  is  .-liowu  in  the  following  state- 
ment cojiied  from  a  lecent  num'ocr  of  the  Scien 
tific  American  :  "Granite  and  maeadmn  are  to  be 
banished  from  '.he  city  of  London,  the  Stieet  Com- 
mittee having  deteruuned  to  lay  tlown  in  future 
nothing  but  asph;iU  or  wo'^d."  'That  determina- 
tioii  is  vhe  losult  of  long  exj>erience  and  investi- 
gation ;  it  has  been  arrived  at  by  officials  who  are 
slow  to  accept  an\  innovations  on  the  e- tablished 
order  of  things,  and  in  a  city  where  wood  must  be 
considerably  more  expensive  than  itisheie.  In 
view  of  these  facts  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
lequest  of  the  pftitioners  is  a  leasonable  oi'C  and 
ought  to  be  granted.  Respectfully  submitted. 
Of  the  Committee, 

James  Power. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Stnetsbe 
(.lirected  to  |.ave  Water  street,  from  (  ongress 
street  to  Kilb.\  street,  with  burnettized  spruce 
blocks,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  eighteen  hui  - 
dred  dollars  ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appiopriatioii 
for  the  Burnt  District. 


358 


BOARD       OF       A  ri  D  K  R  Al  E  N 


Aldeim.in  Peters— I  would  like  to  state  why  I 
voieil  as  I  (lid  on  Exehantre  street  and  Lmdall 
plac'j,  and  aji'ainf  t  fii'antinti-  the  jirayer  of  the  i>eti- 
tionei's  in  thi>  case.  Exihaniie  sti'eet  will  liy  no 
means  become  a  thoroudlitare.  and  if  chis  street 
were  paved  with  liranite  lilotks  it  would  not  be  a 
thorounhfare.  The  buildinns  are  hifih.  sunshine 
seldom  conies  down  upon  tho  street,  and  for  that 
rea-^on  the  pavement  will  decay  (juicker.  For  that 
reason  I  voie'i  lor  !;ranite  Idocks. 

Al  lerman  Cutter — 1  wish  to  state  that  I  shall 
vote  airaiust  api)ropriating;  nu)ney  to  ])ave  oui' 
streetN  with  wood.  I  believe  it  will  b(  liad  judj;- 
mcnt  to  waste  the  city"s  money  so,  when  we  can 
get  block  jirauiie  at  the  price  we  do  at  the  present. 
In  conversaticni  with  city  ofHcial~  from  other 
cities  they  agree  with  me,  and  ^tate  that  in  their 
cities,  if  tliey  could  procure  ai-anite  at  the  price 
we  do,  nothinir  could  induce  them  to  phuewood 
upon  rheir  streets.  'Wc  can  see  liow  wood  pave- 
ment works  in  Court  >treet  today ;  the  pavement 
is  ruined  if  you  take  it  up  to  put  down  water 
pipes.  It  his  been  ^oin  (ourc  street  and  it  is  so 
in  School  strtei.  We  have  got  to  dig  up  the 
streets  continually.  It  shows  for  itself.  We  can- 
not replace  it  as  well  as  we  can  granite.  Block 
granite  will  never  rot  out,  but  will  stand  for 
ages;  we  know  that  woo  I  will  rot  out  in  a  few- 
years,  and  it  does  not  become  u-;  to  appropriate 
money  and  ])lace  it  in  wood  pavements. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  has  gone  on 
and  made  certain  vague  charges,  and  I  have  lii- 
tened  to  them  long  enough.  I  make  statements  in 
that  report  which  cannot  be  controverted.  In  the 
city  of  London,  where  they  arc  loch  to  do  away 
with  old  customs,  they  have  decided  to  abandon 
.stoiie  entirely.  That  "is  the  c. inclusion  arrived  at 
aftei  care^'u'l  investigation  and  exjierinient  for 
muny  years  by  >cientitic  persons  appointed  for  the 
purpose.  Tlie  gentleman  talk-*  about  wool  rot- 
ting. Ill"  wood  pavement  in  Court  street  is  no 
criterion  tf>  go  by.  We  did,  not  lay  that  pavement 
as  we  lay  them  novv.  Uiuler  the  liresent  ^y^tem  it 
1-- ju-c  as  easy  to  take  up  thi<  iiavement  as  it  is 
stone  (U'  block  granite.  I  am  not  arguing  for  the 
general  use  of  wood  pavement,  but  I  have 
always  favored  its  use  in  particular  streets, 
as  in  this  ease  where  the  man  who  h«>ads 
the  I'st  pays  more  taxes  than  the  whole 
expense  of  this  pavement  in  that  street.  When 
people  come  here  and  ask  for  something  for  their 
comfort,  so  tliat  they  may  not  be  disturbed  wirh 
noi.-e,  that  their  brains  may  not  be  racked  by  ihe 
turmoil  in  the  streets,  we  should  not  always  con- 
sider what  is  mo^t  permanent.  As  1  have  said  be- 
fore, we  might  lay  m.arble  floors  in  cuir  houses  for 
permanency,  liut  we  do  not.  Ihe  gei-tieman  from 
AVard  G  was  born  under  the  shadow  of  Mt. 
Monaduock,  and  he  thinks  of  nothins;-  but  what 
will  stanil  forever.  I  say  that  the  conclusions  ar- 
rived at  by  the  great  city  "of  London  cannot  be  con- 
troverted, and  that  city  certainly  i-  a  pattern  to  this 
counti-y  for  economy  in  all  exi)endiuires.  Ftxt  the 
gentleman  has  voted  to  lay  se\eial  streets  with 
woo  1.  He  saw  good  reasons  why  the  peace  and 
(piietness  of  those  people  should"  be  considered, 
and  voted  with  me  to  pave  some  of  the  streets 
with  wood.  I  do  not  ask  o;'  believe  that  all  the 
streets  in  Boston  should  be  ];ave,l  with  wood,  but 
I  believe  -onie  of  them  should,  be,  and  I  therefore 
hope  my  minority  report  will  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  a-eutleman,  in  his  search 
for  an. argument  for  wooden  pavement-,  has  to 
reflect"  upon  my  birth  jilace  and  go  to  Lon- 
don and  exhibit  streets  which  he  knows 
the  members  of  th'S  Board  cannot  see.  and  he 
brings  in  other  evidence  that  is  good  for  noth- 
ing. He  knows  tnat  if  his  arguments  hold 
good  in  one  case  they  do  in  another,  and  if  they 
apply  to  this  street  :hey  will  api  ly  to  every  street 
in  I?oston  If  you  talk"  to  the  truckmen  they  will 
say,  give  us  all  stone  or  all  wood.  The  gentleman 
has  got  up  a  lengthy  report,  but  all  he  ha<  to  do 
is  to  read'  some  of  tho-e  patent  wood-pavoment 
documents  issued  by  those  who  desire  to  fill  their 
pocket*.  We  have  had  an  investigation  of  scien- 
tific men, to  show  that  wood  can  be  saved,  but  in 
my  judgment  the  i^reservation  of  wood  does  not 
amount  tf>  anything.  I  have  seen  the  paving  on 
Pro-jiect  street  ami  on  South  Margin  street,  and 
have  seen  people  picking  up  the  block*  as  they 
would  kindling  wood.  I  do  not  think  it  is  judi- 
cious to  put  such  things  in  the  srreets  cif  Boston, 
but  I  do  believe  in  luitting  down  block  granite.  If 
there  is  a  narrow  street,  I  have  sometimes  raised 
no  objection  to  having  wood  jiavement  put  there, 
but  I  prefer  granite.  W'e  have  bee:i  working  in 
South  Boston  lately,  and  gentlemen  in  this  Board 


know  that  there  is  an  influence  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  do  a  great  deal 
in  .South  lioston.  Where  there  are  narrow  streets 
in  tli'i  city,  and  where  there  are  sanitaiy  consider- 
ations, I  have  raised  no  objections  to  wood  pave- 
ment, but  when  you  come  to  such  a  street  as 
Water  or  Kilby  street,  I  do  object  to  it. 

Alderman  I'ower — It  is  a- pretty  easy  matter  for 
me  to  tell  when  the  Alderman  opposite  has  a  dif- 
ficult case  to  handle.  He  supposes  he  has  a  pretty 
strong  case  in  South  Boston.  I  disclaim  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  would  advocate  nothing  for  South 
Boston  that  I  would  not  be  willing  to  do  for  any 
other  part  of  the  city,  and  I  know  of  no  Alderman 
who  is  not  willing  to  do  the  same  if  it  is  apjilicable 
to  that  section.  It  is  my  duty  to  look  out  for  all 
sections  of  this  city  —  South  Boston  no  more 
than  any  other.  The  gentleman  says  I  have 
to  rely  'upon  foreign  material.  I  know  that 
he  possesses  some  excellent  virtue,  and  if  I 
should  trace  them  I  might  find  that  they  had 
a  foreign  tint.  But  I  will  not  do  so.  But  be  they 
foreign  or  not,  my  arguments  cannot  be  contro- 
verted. I  have  seen  gentlemen  who  have  visited 
the  city  of  London  and  other  foreign  cities,  and 
they  find  the  material  I  have  spoken  of  used  in 
foreign  countries,  and  I  don't  know  but  what  if 
wood  could  be  obtained  as  cheaply  as  in  this 
country  it  might  be  universally  used.  The  gen- 
tleman knows  nothing  of  the  wood  rotting ;  he  has 
seen  no  test  of  the  new  process,  and  I  defy  him  to 
show  one  instance  where  wood  burnettizedhas  rot- 
ted. Our  method  is  entirely  different  from  the  old 
one,  and  is  believed  to  be  niost  durable,  and  costs 
about  one-half  the  complicated  methods  .ised 
to.  There  are  some  places  where  it  costs  so  little 
to  (lilt  down  woo  I  pavement  that  it  .should  be 
done  if  the  peritioners  desire  it.  Evei-y  person 
who  does  business  on  this  street  asks  for  it,  and  I 
think  this  Board  should  f^ive  tha  petition  favoia- 
ble  consideration. 

Aldf-rman  Hall— Iflo  not  s,3e  any  object  in  the 
gentleman  going  to  London  for  an  argument  upon 
wooden  pavement.  We  have  examined  the  pave- 
ment in  Court  street,  laid  in  ISG'J  or  1870,  and  it  is 
neaily  worn  out.  If  the  gentleman  will  go  to  Colum- 
luis  avenue,  where  there  are  all  kinds  of  wooden 
pavements,  and  tlie  street  is  hardly  fit  to  drive  on. 
I  went  to  South  Bo  ton,  too,  on  the  street  neai  the 
Aid  rman's  house,  where  this  pavement  has  been 
down  four  years,  and  it  is  decayed.  I  do  not  think 
wood  i;avement  is  pio[)er  to  be  used  in  this  damp 
atnio-phere,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  pioper  way 
to  spend  the  taxpayers'  money. 

Alderman  Power — I  can  show  the  gentleman  a 
good  pavement  on  Columbus  avenue. 

Alderman  Hall— How  long  has  it  been  down? 

Alderman  Power  —  I  do  not  know.  But  if  the 
street  had  not  been  dug  up  to  lay  water  pipes  it 
would  have  been  as  smooth  as  can  be.  As  to  the 
street  in  South  Boston,  no  street  that  we  have 
laid  in  the  last  five  years  is  better  than  that. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  going  to  vote  for 
the  minority  report  because  I  believe  it  is  right  to 
grant  this  petition.  The  street  is  occupied  by 
banks  and  offices,  where  the  occui>ants  have  occa- 
sion to  write  figures  and  make  calcul.ations, 
and  they  require  as  much  quiet  as  possible. 
The  petitioners  are  very  large  taxpayers.  I  be- 
lieve the  city  will  receive  back  the  cost  of  this 
pavement  in  the  next  five  years  by  increased  valu- 
ation by  laying  this  pavement.  I  know  that  the 
offices  near'  State  street,  where  the  streets  are 
paved  with  wood,  let  for  more  money  than  tuose 
do  where  there  are  pavements  of  granite.  I  fully 
believe  that  these  officer  will  be  greatly  increased 
ill  value  by  laying  this  pavtnieiit,  and  that  the 
owners  will  cheerfully  submit  to  lamer  taxes.  I 
will  admit  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the  wood 
]>avement  will  not  last  more"  than  five  years,  but 
we  should  get  our  money  back  in  that  time. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  know  where 
the  gentleman  can  find  much  rhirrower  streets 
than  Water  street.  As  the  minoiity  report  says, 
it  is  a  proper  street  to  lay  such  a  pavement  in. 

Alderman  Peters — When  Columbus  avenue  was 
dug  up  the  other  day  the  wood  was  all  decayed. 
In  Court  street  it, has  been  standing  about'five 
years,  and  was  laid  in  the  most  expensive  and 
careful  manner.  In  Water  street,  with  no  sun 
shining  upon  it  it  would  not  be  very  long  before  it 
is  unfit  to  be  used. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  alludes  to 
offices  and  banks  on  streets  where  there  are  wood 
pavement-.  Are  there  not  banks  on  State  street? 
If  you  are  >imply  going  to  gratify  the  petitioners 
you  will  have  vour  hands"  full.  The  Alderman 
jrom  Ward  12  did  not  want  to  gratify  the  peti- 
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tionois  in  the  case  of  Smith's  Riding:  School,  and 
the  eiji'ht  thousand  petitioners  for  a  Fire  Commis- 
sion did  not  move  him. 

Alderman  Feter.s— So  far  as  the  banks  in  State 
street  are  concerned,  there  never  was  a  time  when 
they  could  not  tigure  high  rates  of  interest  whether 
It  was  noisy  or  (juiet. 

Alderman  Hall— So  far  as  the  street  in  South 
Boston  is  concerned  I  must  differ  with  the  gentle- 
man. I  rode  by  there  the  other  evenini;-  and  I 
would  not  dr've  fast  for  fear  of  breaking  my 
wagon.  1  have  as  much  experience  with  Colum- 
bus avenue  as  any  one  else,  and  I  caii  say  that  it 
is  hardly  tit  to  ride  on.  If  wood  pavement  is 
cheapest  why  does  not  the  gentleman  advocate  it 
in  everv  street?  As  for  the  asphalt,  I  would  in. 
quire  if" it  does  not  kill  trees?  That  seems  to  be 
the  important  point  nov.'. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the  ma- 
jority report,  he  desiring  to  be  put  on  record  on 
the  question,  and  the  motion  prevailed — yeas  8, 
nays  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Alde>men  Bigelow, Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Power,  Pri^scott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Xays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters— 4. 

The  order  submitted  in  the  minority  repoit  of 
Alderman  I'ower  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committ?e  on 
Licenses — Reports  as  follows : 

Minors'  Applications  (irauted— Six  newsbovs. 

Victiiallers'  Licenses  Granted — Alarks  Barrett, 
213  Eliot  street;  Joseph  H.  Utton.204  Broadway; 
Lewis  A.  Young,  41  Sudbury  street ;  Lawrence  F. 
Brundage,  11.'4  i  leasant  street :  O.  H.  Savage,  1527 
Washington  street;  James  Hamilton,  lOi' Canal 
street;  H.  B.  Holmes,  10  Lewis  atreet:  Janie?  Kee- 
nan,  465  Hano\  er  street;  H.  F.  Withe^ell.  1  and  3 
Henry  street;  H.  J.  Hamlin,  90  Broad  street;  John 
Nichols,  '/ZO  Bioadway. 

Billiard  License  Granted — Charles  K.  Heath,  168 
Commercial  street. 

Wagon  License  Granted — J.  H.  Hanson  (trans- 
fer to  A.  J.  Hill  &  Co.). 

Severrdly  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott— Report  on  request  of 
School  Committee  reoonimending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buill- 
ings  be  authorized  to  psovide  aiUiitional  primary- 
school  accommodations  in  the  Charle.-town  Pres- 
cott School  District;  the  expense  to  be  eh-trged  to 
the  approjjriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
■Committee  on  PnVilic  In:-tru<tion  in  receiving  and 
entertaining  a  delegation  from  the  Select  and 
•Common  Council  of  Philadelphia,  amounting  to 
three  hundied  and  forty-four  dollars  and  thirty- 
five  cents,  be  allowed  and  paid;  sr.id  sum  to  lje 
charged  to  the  approiiriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — 

Ordered,  That  Maginley  &  Co.  be  allowed  to 
make  an  exhibition  parade  of  their  circus  com- 
pany and  menagerie  through  such  of  the  princi- 
pal streets  of  tliis  city  as  the  Committee  on  Police 
may  direct. 

R"ead  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  establishing  hack  fares 
for  tlie  conveyance  of  passengers  to  and  from 
Charlestown,  Brighten  anil  West  Roxljury,  passed 
June  8, 1874,  lie  a'ld  the  same  is  hereby  amemled 
by  .striking  out  section  0  and  substituting  the  fi)l- 
lowing:  "Section  6.  The  driver  of  each  hack  shall 
cany  at  all  times,  either  in  his  pocket  or  in  his 
hack,  a  eoi)y  of  the.se  rates  of  fare,  so  that  it  shall 
be  accessible  to  any  passenger  who  desires  to  con- 
sult the  same." 

Alderman  Bigelow — If  the  members  of  the 
Board  wOl  turn  to  City  Document  No.  45  they  will 
see  that  it  is  impracticable  to  post  all  these  or- 
ders in  the  carriage,  as  provided  in  >ection  6. 
Consequently  the  cbmmittee  have  reported  this 
order  as  a  substitute. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  luspecticu  of  Buildings- Report-; 
recoinmending  passage  of  orders  authorizing  the 
grantirig  of  permits  to  erect  wooden  buildinii's  as 
follows :  J.  A.  King,  Leonard  street,  Waril  IC :  "F.  O. 
Clark,  Mercer  stieet,  Waid  12;  Timothy  H.  Libl  y, 
Ames  street;  Jeremiah  Leehan,  Canal  street ;  W.  C. 
Reed,  388  Harrison  avenue.  The  orders  were  sev- 
erally read  twice  and  pairsed. 
By  Alderman  Brooks — 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  suitable  accommo- 
dations of  the  Municipal  Court  to  be  established 
in  East  Boston  on  the  1st  of  July  next ;  tne  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
County  of  Sutfolk. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  J?oard — Renorts  in 
favor  of  granting  the  following  petitions  foi  leave 
to  occupy  stables;  Frank  A.  Clapp,  Mercer  street. 
near  Telegraph  street,  pro\  ided  there  be  a  blank 
brick  wall  on  the  north  side,  without  windows  or 
openings  in  north  ronf;  Andrew  Littig,  Faxon 
street,  provided  there  be  a  blank  brick  wall  in  the 
rear,  without  wi-idows  or  oi)enings  in  the  rear 
roof;  A.  W.  Wight,  Head  place,  provided  said 
stable  shall  be  placed  61/2  feet  back  from  present 
line;  G.  T.  W.  Braman,  Parker  street,  near  ^Marl- 
borouu'h  street;  James  R.  Fenyhough,  1i)  Preble 
street:  L.  K.  Allen,  Felton  ))lac'e,  Ward  16;  D.  1'. 
Nichols,  72  Dale  street;  John  Bruce,  U'ordsworth 
street;  James  O'Neil,  Greenwich  st-eet.  Also  re- 
ports recommending  leave  to  withdraw  (ui  peti- 
tions for  same,  of  Patrick  Hassett,  2  Cottage 
street ;  John  McGmne^s,  3  Belmont  street ;  Charles 
H.  Volentine,  North  Harvard  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris — 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  M.  Loring  be  and  ".le  is 
hereby  ajjpointed  a  field  driver  and  pound  keejjer 
for  the  Charlestown  District. 

Read  t^^■ice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Board  consitler 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  main  water  pipe 
from  its  present  termination  in  Canal  street  to  the 
City  square,  Charlestown,  and  report  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  twice  and  ipassed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  Isaac  &  D.  F.  Child  §171.25,  for  land 
damages  in  "widening  St.  James  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ord-^r  to  pay  John  Bann'-'n  .'J221,  for  land  dam- 
ages in  widening  Mag.azine  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  Gaston,  receiver,  .?47,000, 
for  damages  occasioned  by  taking  Litchfield  wharf 
by  the  widening  of  Broad  street,  and  rescinding 
an  order  of  Jan.  28,  1873,  to  pay  William  Litchfield 
§42,4.50  for  taking  said  propei  ty.    Read  once. 

Alderman  Bro(3ks  moved  that  the  order  relating 
to  the  Municipal  C  ourt  Room  in  East  Boston  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  think  I  am  prejiared 
to  vote  for  that  order  today.  I  cani.ot  see  that 
there  is  any  need  of  a  police  court  in  that  locality. 
It  will  be  an  expensive  institutior. . 

Alderman  Emery — I  Inve  prejiared  a  substitute 
for  that  ortler  which  will  cover  the  whole  ground. 
There  is  no  way  but  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  to 
prepa.e  the  rooms  for  these  courts ;  they  have 
been  established  by  the  State  in  East  and'South 
Boston,  and  in  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  and 
the  law  has  been  promulgated. 

Alderman  Brooks — My'ob.iect  in  calling  up  the 
order  I  offered  was  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  In- 
tro hice  his  as  a  substitute,  Vi^hieh  wil'  cover  the 
whole'  ground. 

Tlie  order  offered  by  Alderman  Brooks  was  or- 
dered to  a  seco'id  reading,  and  Alderman  Emery 
offered  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Ordered,  Thr.t  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  examine  and  rejiort  where 
suitable  court  rooms  and  lo  :k-ups  can  be  provided 
for  the  several  district  Munieii)al  courts,  estab- 
lished Vy  chapter  271  of  the  acts  of  1874,  and  the 
estimated  ex!)ense  of  the  same. 

Alderman  Cutter— Do  1  understand  that  we  are 
obliged  to  do  this— to  establish  these  courts  at  a 
larae  expense? 

Alderman  Emery — We  are  obliged  to  confoiin  to 
the  lavrs  made  at  the  State  Hou'-e;  and  they  have 
established  these  courts  and  the  county  of  .^uft'olk 
is  obliged  to  furnish  the  rooms. 

Alile'rnnn  Cutter — Then  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
legislative  committee  have  been  remiss  in  their 
duty  to  allow  such  laws  to  be  passed  and  put  this 
ex|.ensp  upon  us. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  committee  do  not  enact 
laws  at  the  .Staie  House.  They  sometimes  attempt 
to  p.ersuade  li'gi>lators  not  to'make  laws,  but  they 
aie  fre(|uently  overruled.  1  would  say,  however, 
that  these  courts  were  established  in  accordance 
with  very  large  petitions  from  those  sections  where 
]Mildic  sentiment  appeareil  to  be  very  strongly  in 
favor  of  them. 
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The  order  of  Aldennau  f:mery  was  substituted 
for  that  of  Aldennau  Brooks  au'd  read  tuite  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  <"or  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances— Kepcnt  reconimendiup;  tlie  passage  of 
thi'  following  ordinance: 

lie  it  ordained,  eti  . — 

Section  1.  The  sixty-first  section  of  the  ordi- 
nance relating  to  health  is  hereby  amended  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  words:  'Tiikss  by 
writte:i  pervni-^sion  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Health." 

Alderman  Bigelow  read  the  section  of  the  orig- 
inal ordiname  as  it  now  stands,  whicli  provides 
that  no  niannre  shall  be  removed  between  the 
first  of  May  and  1  lie  first  of  October,  except  be- 
tween twelve  o'clock  at  night  and  two  hours 
after  sunrise.  He  said  that  w^as  very  well 
adapted  to  the  city  as  it  was  before  the  reoent  an- 
nexation, liut  now' it  seems  to  be  a  hardship,  and 
complaint  has  been  made.  The  Committee  on 
Oidmaiices  therefore  instructed  him  to  report 
that  amendment. 

The  (n-diuar.ce  was  lead  twice  and  passefi. 

I'.y  Aliierman  Bigelow,  for  t';e  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, who  were  requested  co  con>ider  what 
changes  were  re(iuired  in  the  ordinance  lela'ing  to 
bri(ige<— Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  ordinance : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

j^ection  1.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passao-e 
of  thi>  ordinance  and  annually  afterwards  on  ihe 
first  .dondav  in  Feliruaiy,  or  within  sixty  days 
thereafter,  there  -hall  be  elected  by  the  toncnr- 
reiit  vote  of  both  liranches  of  the  City  Council  a 
suppvintendent  of  eacli  of  the  following-named 
brulues:  Charles  Kiver  Bridat,  being  the  easterly 
bridge  over  Cluirles  River,  between  Ward  2  and 
Ward  20;  "SVairen  Bridge,  iieing  the  bridge  situ- 
ated next  westeilv  of  Charles  River  Bridge;  Mai- 
den iiridge,  being  the  bri'.lge  over  Mystic  River 
from  "Ward  22  to  the  town  of  Everett.  Each 
of  th".  superintendents  first  elected  shall 
hold  his  office  until  the  first  Monday  in 
April  in  the  vear  187-'),  and  until  his  succf  sor  is 
elected  anl  (|ualified;  and  thereafterwards  each 
of  the  su'  erintendents  elected  shall  hold  office 
for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  in  April  in  the 
vear  in'which  he  shall  be  elected,  and  until  his 
successor  is  elected  and  qualified.  The  said 
superintendents  sh-^Il  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  City  Council,  inti  vacancies  may 
be  fille  1  ar  anv  time' for  the  unexpired  tesm  in  the 
same  manner"  tn  which  the  original  el  cnon  is 
herein  direete'.  to  be  made.  They  shall  leceive 
such  compen-ation  as  the  City  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  determine.  They  shall  have  the  same 
•powers  and  dntie<,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  superintendents  of 
other  bridge-^  located  within  the  city  limit-. 

Sect.  2.  fht  Board  of  Aldermen -hall  have  au- 
thority to  appoint,  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, suiierintendents  or  draw  tenders  of  all  those 
bridue-,  exce))t  West  Boston  and  <  ragie's 
bridges,  which  are  in  part  only  controlled  and 
maintained  bv  the  city  of  Boston  ;  and  may  make 
suitable  rule's  and  regulations  for  their  govern- 
ment. The  compensation  of  the  -upcrintendents 
or  draw  ten;leis  ;o  aipointed  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Citv  Coumil. 

S'ect  3.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  Charles  River  Bridge  and 
"Warren  liridge  iiassed  the  19th  day  of  May  in  the 
ye.ar  1871,  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  ordinance  was  read  once. 

THE   SMALLPOX   HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  \Voithii:gton  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  his  motio'^  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  order  pa-sed  for  the  Committee  on  Health, 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council  and  Board 
of  Health,  to  )mrchase  a  suitable  lot  and  build- 
ings for  a  Muallpox  hospita'.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed and  the  cjue^tion  recurred  on  reconsidera- 
tion. 

Alderman  "SVorthington— I  desire  a  reconsidera- 
tion, that  the  order  mav  be  amended  and  passed 
in  its  original  shape.  (".  entl=>men  know  that  if  the 
order  i«  passed  as  it  now  is,  a  site  never  ca:.  be 
selected.  It  will-be  necessary  for  the  committee, 
Board  of  Health  and  the  Mavor.  ro  select  a  site  as 
tpiietlv  as  possible,  but  if  it  is  talked  about,  there 
■will  be  g!  eat  remonstrance.  I  think  the  city  can 
afford  to  tiust  the  conanittce,  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
siiendiiig  .'■2.'")00  for  a  pla<  e  in  which  to  put  jiatients 
that  we  have  not  got  in  our  midst.  1  would  ask 
the  gentleman  if ,  in  his  judgment,  Gallop's  Island 


is  not  a  fit  place  to  take  such  eases.  We  have 
allowed  the  committees  of  previous  years  to  waste 
money  enough  for  this  purpose. 

.A.ldernian  Bower— I  liave  already  stated  that  I 
thought  the  committee  were  unanimous  in  favor 
of  GalloiJ's  Island,  but  the  Board  of  Health  will 
not  accept  anv  plai  e  off  the  main  land.  It  is  only 
a  question  of  sjjending  this  money  or  keeping 
.Si50,000  or  .^200,000  tieil  ui>  in  the  Marceha-street 
Hospital. 

Alderman  Cutter— Have  the  Board  of  Healih 
supreihe  control  over  the  Marcella-street  Hosi)!- 
tal— cannot  we  take  it? 

Alderman  Power— I  understand  that  we  cannot. 
It  ha<  lieen  tried,  but  they  refuse  to  give  it  up. 
When  the  large  amount  'of  nioiiev  was  spent  a 
year  or  two  ago  it  was  in  a  iieriod  of  excitement 
and  pco|>le  were  ready  to  do  anvthing  to  get  rnl  of 
the  smallpox.  But  we  should  now  procure  a 
cheaper  place.  The  pesthou^e  ought  not  to  be  in 
Marcella  street ;  it  is  a  great  damage  to  property. 

Aldei  man  Cutter— Then  we  are  bound  to  spend 
82.5000  to  get  the  JIarcella-street  Hospital,  and  it 
must  be  used  for  no  benefit  to  the  citv.  If  you 
scdect  any  place  on  the  main  land  it  will  depreci- 
ate i)r->perty,  and  if  you  take  a  marshy  place  the 
Board  of  Health  will  not  approve  it.  and  they  will 
keep  the  JIarcella-street  hospital  still. 

Alderman  Emery— I  am  sorry  to  see  any  great 
opposition  to  this  "order.  It  is  believed  that  we 
should  have  siich  a  hospital,  and  it  was  understood 
that  the  Marcella-street  Hospital  should  be  re- 
moved when  the  epidemic  abated.  It  was  granted 
for  temporary  purposes.  It  is  time  that  some 
such  provision  were  made.  I  hope  the  order  will 
bepas.-ed  in  its  oiiginal  shape;  it  v.ill  be  verv  dif- 
ficult to  get  any  place  that  will  suit  all  paitie'^. 

Aldennau  Power—  We  appropriated  S200,000  for 
a  smallpox  hospital  and  have  got  down  to  .$29,000. 
and  we  have  no  sinalliiox  hospital  yet.  "\Ve" would 
haye  had  a  place  nowj  which  was  approved  by  this 
Board  of  Health,  had  not  the  job  been  defeated  in 
this  (iovernment;  a.nd  the  same  error  may  happen 
if  we  do  uot  retain  the  power  to  check  it! 

Aldennau  Peters— What  lia-  been  done  with  the 
$171,(100? 

Alderman  Cutler— If  the  gentleman  will  read 
the  Auditor's  report  he  v>ill  see  the  items. 
•    Aid' rman    Emery— I    feel   peifectlv  willing  to 
trii-t  the  committee,  the  3Iayor  and  the  Board  of 
Health  in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Power— The  committee  do  not  desire 
extraordinary  privilege^.  This  is  a  great  respon- 
sibility for  any  commiitee  to  assume.  It  is  a  very 
imijoitant  matter.  Xo  matter  what  site  is  se- 
lected, some  one  will  object.  I  think  there  is  no 
danger  of  the  extravagance  that  there  was  before. 
There  is  no  excitement;  the  committee  can  go 
over  the  ground  leisurely.  As  a  member  of  the 
committee  I  never  shall  give  my  vote  to  purchase 
land  for  this  purpose  where  it  will  injure  prop- 
erty. 

Alderman  Hall— I  voted  for  this  amendment  be- 
cause I  thought  it  would  kill  the  order,  which 
involves  an  expense  of  *2J,000,  which,  as  statistics 
show,  visits  us  oiilv  once  in  ten  years.  It  is  not 
alone  the  825,000.  but  when  you  locate  apesthouse 
the  value  of  property  in  the"  vicinity  vanishes  like 
dew  before  the  suii.  Now,  this  very  beautiful 
Board  of  Health,  who  license  a  man  to  sell  fish  on 
one  day  and  revoke  it  the  next  vithout  giving  a 
reason!  will  not  give  up  these  j>remises  worth 
.8150,000.  Have  they  more  power  rhan  we?  If 
they  have,  it  is  tinie  the  people  knew  it.  But  as 
this  seems  to  be  the  only  way  of  keeping  the  pest- 
house  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  private 
dwellings,  I  shall  vote  to  spend  tnis  S25.000. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  object  to  Iniying  places 
ye.ar  after  year.  We  bought  a  site  for" a  home  for 
the  poor  and  the  farm  at  Winthrop,  and  have  done 
nothing  with  them.  I  object  to  our  going  and 
buying  territory  in  this  way  and  doing  nothing 
with  it. 

The  order  was  reconsidered— yeas  9,  nays  3,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbius,  Worthington — 9. 

Xays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Harris— 3. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  strike  out 
the  w  ords  "City  Council'"  and  insert  "his  Honor 
the  Mayor." 

Alderman  Brooks  thougLt  from  the  statements 
made  that  Gallop's  Islanil  was  a  suitable  jdace, 
and  he  objected  to  any  further  ex])enditure.  He 
would  be  willing  to  go  "there  himself,  if  h?  could 
not  be  treated  at  his  own  home.  The  committee 
were  inconsistent  in  ad-i'ocating  this  appropriation 
when  they  think  Gallop'.-  Islaia;  the  best  idace. 
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Alderman 'Wortliiiigtor. -It  is  true  the  commit- 
tee tliink  Gallop's  Island  is  a  suitable  place,  but 
the  Board  of  Health  do  not.  Their  physician  in 
charge  of  smallpox  patients  says  it  is  a  great 
hardship  t"  expose  them  to  beinsftransnorted  over 
the  water,  and  that  he  woulii  under  no  circum- 
stances recommend  it.  "What  do  we  have  physi- 
cians for,  if  we  do  not  take  their  word? 

Alderman  Cutter— The  trouble  Is  the  Alderman 
does  not  follow  his  opinion.  He  believes  we  have 
ample  facilities  now,  but  he  brings  up  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  showing  that  he  does  not 
advocate  his  own  views  in  this  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington — While  I  have  an  opin- 
ion of  my  own  I  defer  to  that  of  those  who  are 
better  judges  of  the  subject  than  I  am.  I  do  not 
think  the  Alderman'from  Ward  G  is  better  posted 
on  the  smallpox  than  the  Board  of  Health  are. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  \\isli  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  that  the  same  Board  of  Health 
complimented  me  on  the  character  of  the  physi- 
cians I  employed  to  vaccinate  the  people  in  my 
ward. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  say  one  word  in  favor  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Worthington  was 
adopted— yeas  9,  nays  3,  the  same  as  on  the  last 
vote — and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Bo  ard  an  order  came  from  the  other  branch  for 
the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  physicians  to  examine 
and  report  oil  the  sanitarv  qualities  of  Sudbury, 
Mystic,  Shawsheen  and  Char'es  River  waters, 
which  was  rejected  by  this  Board.  On  the  day 
following,  in  consultation  with  several  members 
of  the  other  branch,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  have  been  wise  to  pass  the  order  and  ob- 
tain the  information  that  was  desired.  I  there- 
fore gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
now  make  that  motion,  hoping  it  will  prevail.  It 
will  be  a  very  little  expense  and  the  information 
we  will  receive  may  be  of  value  in  settling  the 
question  of  additional  water  supply. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  objections  to  pass- 
ing (orders  if  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
thinks  they  are  important,  but  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  we  have  spent  money  enough  on  this  subject. 
We  have  already  spent  almost  as  much  money  as 
it  would  cost  to  "procure  an  extra  supply. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  in  favor  of  this 
motion,  believing  that  the  order  is  a  proper  one. 
It  is  an  important  question  and  I  believe  this  City 
Council  is  not  going  to  pass  any  order  until  they 
are  thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  quality  of  the  water 
and  the  cost.  We  are  working  in  the  right  quar- 
ter now.  We  must  satisfy  the  public  as  well  as 
ourselves  that  the  quality  of  the  water  is  good. 

Alderman  Cutter — This  government  voted 
§500.000  for  an  additional  w'ater  supply  and  au- 
thorized the  Water  Board  to  spend  it.  Are  we 
going  to  spend  money  to  suit  the  notions  of  indi- 
viduals? We  have  an  Engineer,  elected  by  the 
City  Council,  and  yet  his  statements  are  soug'ht  to 
be  passed  by.  I  say  it  does  not  become  us  to  do 
so.  We  spent  §10,000  to  obtain  facts,  and  yet 
there  seems  to  be  a  prejudice  against  them.  The 
trouble  is  there  has  been  plenty  of  rain.  We  could 
get  a  supply  today  from  Stony  Brook ;  but  what  is 
Stony  Brook  without  continual  rains?  Where 
would  we  have  been  when  Lake  Coeliituate  was 
only  eight  inches  above  the  conduit,  if  we  had  not 
tapped  Sudbury  River? 

Alderman  Brooks— 1  advocated  this  order  last 
week.  It  is  proper  information  to  be  obtained.  I 
hope  the  leconsideration  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  was  only  three  years  ago, 
when  the  inhabitants  of  East'Boston  came  over 
here  with  bottles  full  of  sediment  which  they  got 
from  the  Mystic.  1  am  willing  to  purify  the  Mys- 
tic, but  I  am  not  willing  to  trust  it  for  an  ample 
supply.  As  for  these  doctors,  you  cannot  get 
three  to  agree,  and  they  will  come  back  and  waM 
two  more  appointed. 

Alderman  Brooks — And  the  Water  Board  told 
us  at  that  time  that  the  Mystic  water  was  better 
than  the  Cochituate. 

Alderman  Cutter— Did  you  believe  it? 

Alderman  Brooks — Whether  the  board  believed 
it  or  not  is  a  question  for  them  to  answer  them- 
selves. I  always  believed  the  Mystic  is  good  water 
if  it  is  purified 

Alderman  Cutter  —  *.Ye  only  said  what  the 
Charlestown  people  told  us. 

Alderman  Brooks — Then  the  gentleman  should 
have  told  me  what  he  knew,  occupying  the  posi- 


tion he  does.  I  believe  that  if  the  Mystic  is  puri- 
fied by  proper  drainage  a  supply  can  be  obtained 
there  cheaper  than  from  almost  any  other  source. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  this  is  a  very  sensible 
order.  I  voted  for  it,  and  am  ready  to  do  so  again 
since  the  chairman  of  the  committee  indorses  it  as 
a  proper  thing.  It  will  do  no  harm  to  obtain  the 
information. 

Alderman  Power — I  opposed  the  order  last  Mon- 
day, but  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  pre- 
pared to  give  a  satisfactoiy  explanation  of  it,  I 
am  willing  to  have  it  passed.  I  supposed  that  an- 
alyses of 'the  water  had  been  made  by  the  Water 
Board;  if  they  have  not,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for 
this  order. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed  and  theorder 
was  passed  in  concurrence. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Washing- 
ton street  to  Harrison  avenue  heretofore  known 
as  East  Castle  street  be  hereafter  called  and 
known  as  Motte  street ;  and  that  the  street  lead- 
ftom  Washington  street  to  Tremont  street  hereto- 
fore known  as  West  Castle  street  be  hereafter 
called  and  known  as  Castle  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Princeton  street,  between  Prescott  antl 
Chelsea  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  in 
front  of  the  vacant  lots  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Chandler  street,  corner  of  Berkeley  streec,  and  re- 
port CO  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Cottage  and  Park  streets,  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Sumner  street,  Ward  16,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  easterly  side,  from  the  South  Boston 
line  to  Savin  Hill  avenue.  Ward  16,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Park  street,  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  Ward  16,  and  to 
report  to  this  board  a'  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Nepon- 
set  avenue,  easterly  side,  from  Park  street  to  the 
top  of  Pope's  Hill,  Ward  16,  and  to  re])ort  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the  east- 
erly side  of  Adams  street,  between  East  and  Ash- 
mont  streets,  Ward  16,  and  to  report  to  this  board 
a  schedule  of  the  expenses  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the 
westerly  si  le  of  Dorchester  avenue,  from  Field's 
Corner  "to  Centre  street,  and  to  report  to  thi  oard 
a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Savin  Hill  avenue,  between  Pleas- 
ant street  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  Ward  16; 
and  to  report  to  this  Bo:ird  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Boston  street,  between  the  South 
Boston  line  and  Upham's  Corner,  Ward  16;  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  jiave 
the  gutters  on  Shawmut  avenue.  School,  Amory 
and  Boylston  streets,  between  Egleston  square 
and  the  Boylston  station  on  the  Providence  Rail- 
road, Ward  17,  and  to  report  to  this  Boaid  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  James  Man  pry  JiSOO,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  grade  damages  on  P  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 
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Order  to  pay  Peter  Curley  $100,  in  full  compen- 
sation for  grade  daniage.s  at  324  Ruggles  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hoard  establish  the  grade  of 
Mechanic  street,  between  Ruggles  street  and  Mad- 
ison court,  Ward  15,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  pro- 
file, drawn  bv  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  March  18, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Read  twice  and  parsed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Walk-Hill  street,  between  Back  and  Canterbury 
streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  i>rotile  drawn  by 
the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  1,1874,  and  deposit- 
ed in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedule  of  assessments  for  sidewalks  on  Tre- 
mont  street  between  harvard  and  Randall  streets, 
and  on  Randall  street  between  Smith  rtreet  and 
Tremont  street;  total  cost,  $506.48.  Accepted,  and 
order  for  collection  of  oi.e-half  said  cost  read 
twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  contract,  with  the  aiipioval  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  for  the  construction  of  a  steam- 
boat for  the  uj-e  of  the  Police  Uepartment  in  Bos- 
ton H.arbor;  the  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Lucas  street,  between  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Middlesex  street,  be  closed  to  public 
travel  on  Tuesday,  the  IGth  day  of  June,  and  re- 
main closed  for  sucli  length  of  time  as  the  Chief 
of  Police  may  deem  necessary  for  the  public 
safety. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THK  NE\/  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  on  the  subject  of  a  union 
of  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards 
were  taken  from  the  table,  and  after  con- 
sultation, on  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  they  were 
specially  assigned  for  Monday  next  at  Ave  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

INSPECTOR  OF  MILK. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
order  to  place  the  Inspector  of  Milk  under  the 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to  whom  he  shall 
make  report,  etc.,  was  passed,  and  asked  for  a 
yea  and  nay  vote. 

The  motion  prevailed — yeas  8,  nays  4 — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow, Brooks, Clark,  Emery, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Woithiugton — 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters,  Power— 4. 

The  question  was  on  reconsideration. 

Aldennan  Prescott — I  hope  this  reconsideration 
will  not  prevail.  The  order  is  a  proper  one.  The 
Inspector  should  report  to  the  Board  of  Health ; 
now  he  is  in  charge  of  nobody,  and  is  responsible 
to  nobody.  He  should  be  iii  charge  of  the  Board 
of  Health  as  well  as  the  Inspector  of  Piovisions. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  Inspector  has 
been  given  a  room  in  Pemberton  square,  and  the 
objection  to  putting  him  in  the  office  of  the  Board 
of  Health  has  been  obviated.  The  object  of  the 
order  is  to  procure  certain  statistics  which  should 
be  put  into  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health.  In 
New  York  the  Inspector  of  Milk  is  in  charge  of 
the  Health  Department. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  there  an  Inspector  of  Milk 
in  that  city? 

Alderman  Worthington— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  rhe    reconsideration 


will  prevail  for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  believe 
the  management  of  that  department  can  be  im- 
proved upon.  No  other  department  has  been 
managed  so  economically,  and  I  do  not  think  a 
change  is  advisable. 

Alderman  Worthington — No  one  is  advocating  a 
change.  We  only  want  him  to  make  a  report 
where  it  will  be  of  use  to  the  city,  instead  of  lay- 
ing it  upon  the  table  here. 

Alderman  Emery — I  think  the  inspector  should 
report  to  the  Board  of  Health,  but  if  we  let  him 
do  so  will  it  be  necessary  to  furnish  him  with 
apartments  outside  of  City  Hall?  As  the  order 
stands  now  it  is  inconsistent.  I  should  be  quite 
willing  to  have  the  matter  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Cutter — Although  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highlands  ought  to  be  a  reservoir  of  informa- 
tion, and  runs  a  daily  paper,  I  am  informed  that 
this  is  the  only  buieau  for  the  inspection  of  milk 
in  the  United  States  or  in  the  world.  He  has 
obtained  valuable  statistics  from  other  cities.  I 
say  let  well  enough  alone.  I  am  willing  to  furnish 
material  for  the  Board  of  Health  to  work  with  so 
as  to  earn  their  $12,000  a  year,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
put  a  department  under  them  that  is  well  enough. 
This  is  the  only  man  whose  salary  has  not  been 
increased.  He  is  a  useful  officer,  and  it  does  not 
become  us  to  disturb  him. 

Alderman  Worthintrton — This  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  of  a  poor  old  soldier  who  stops  up  in  a 
fourth  story  called  a  bureau.  He  gets  .•i?1500,  and 
when  he  asked  to  have  his  salary  increased  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  6  told  me  that  he  had  not 
much  to  do,  and  that  he  had  better  get  alon^  as 
he  was.  I  do  not  object  to  his  being  pensioned  on 
the  city,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  as  long  as  he  lives. 
I  am  only  disposed  to  make  his  work  of  soiro  ben- 
efit to  the  commmunity. 

Alderman  Hall— If  the  Inspector  ha«  nothing  to 
do,  as  the  gentleman  says,  then  I  think  he  be- 
longs down  in  the  Board  of  Health,  and  should 
have  gone  there  before.  If  this  man  has  nothing 
to  do.  what  does  the  gentleman  think  of  815,000 
salaries  for  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  in  the  Health 
Department,  and  S4500  tor  clerk  and  assistance? 
And  yet  they  go  about  begging  for  other  business. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  did  not  state  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do.  I  said  he  did  his  own  work,  kept 
his  owii  books,  and  that  was  little  or  nothing. 

Alter  further  discussion  the  motion  vo  lecou- 
sider  prevailed— veas  7,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall.  Harris, 
Peters,  Power— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins, Worthington— 4. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  and  it  prevailed — veas  7.  nays  5 
— the  same  as  on  the  last  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  the  Board  adjourn. 
Lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Worthington  did  not  like  to  see  such 
attempt  to  choke  off  discussion. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  had  done  the  same  thing  in  the  case  of 
the  Paddock  Elms  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the 
petitioners. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  he  was  a 
young  man  in  the  business,  while  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  was  a  veteran,  and  he  had  learned  it 
from  him.  He  never  knew  anything  about  it  un- 
til the  example  had  been  set  "by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  sometimes  ignorance 
is  bliss,  but  it  is  hardly  well  for  a  man  to  plead 
ignorance  when  his  duty  is  in  question. 

The  motion  to  reconsitler  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COU  ISrC  I  L  , 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings.,of  tlie  Common  Council, 


JUNE    18,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  this  evening,  at  eight  o'clock. 
The  President  being  absent,  the  Council  was 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  senior 
member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro 
tem.  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Wai'd  ]?,  Willcutt  of 
Ward  17  and  AVilbur  of  Ward  9  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they 
reported  the  following  result : 

Whole  number  ot  votes  cast 50 

Necessary  to  a  choice 26 

H.  J.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  had 17 

George  A.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 .16 

J.  Q.  A.  nrackett  of  Ward  10 8 

George  P.  Ueuny  of  Ward  f) 5 

Benjamin  Dean  ot  Ward  12 2 

James  J.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 2 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
bur of  Ward  9  the  Council  proceeded  to  another 
toaUot. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  take  occasion  to 
say  before  the  ballot  proceeds  that  he  is  not  a 
candidate,  and  had  no  intimation  wnatever  that 
his  name  was  to  be  used.  He  prefers  not  to  be  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency  pro  tem. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  second  ballot: 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

H.J.  Boardman 27 

George  A.  Shaw 19 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett 7 

Benjamin  Deau 2 

J.  J.  Flynu 1 

And  Mr.  Boardman,  having  received  the  largest 
number  of  votes,  was  elected  under  the  rule. 

The  President  pro  tem.,  on  taking  the  chair, 
said,  "Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council,  1 
thank  you  for  the  compliment  you  have  paid  me, 
and  I  am  confident  that  I  shall  serve  you  most  ac- 
ceptably by  proceeding  at  once  to  business.  I  can 
only  regret  that  the  use  of  my  name  was  unex- 
pected, else  I  might  have  undergone  the  custom- 
ary preliminai-y  'coaching'  by  our  veteran  clerk." 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  J.  C.  Tucker,  P.  H.  Rogers,  Cath- 
erine Kisker  and  Jenny  McPike ;  annual  report  of 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  the  vear  ending 
April  30,  1874  (City  Document  No.  "55) ;  resolve 
and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners  for  widen- 
ing of  Beach  street  on  southerly  side,  between 
Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  §184,717  (City  Document  No. 
52).    Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  order?  authorizing  }iermits  for  the 
erection  of  buildings,  as  set  forth  in  said  orders, 
to  be  issued  to  Jeriy  Lehan,  J.  A.  King,  Fred.  O. 
Clark,  Timothy  H.  Libbey  and  William  C.  Reed, 
Jr.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  appointing  Abraham  M.  Loring  a  field 
driver  and  pound  keeper  for  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  Mystic  Water  Board  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  main  water  pipe  fiom 
Canal  stieet  to  City  square,  Charlestown,  and  re- 
port an  estimate  cf  cost.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  provide  accommodations  for 
class  instruction  in  drawing  in  the  upper  story  of 
City  Hall,  Charlestown.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $344..35  for  the  reception 
and  entertainment  of  the  delegation  from  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solve and  order  for  widening  Shawmut  avenue, 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  streets  (City  Doc.  No. 
37.)  Accepted,  and  the  question  was  upon  giving 
said  resolve  and  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  I  understand  the 
reading  of  this  order,  Shawmut  avenue  is  to  be 
widened  upon  the  left  or  easterly  side  between 
Dudley  and  St.  James  streets,  to  the  extent  of 
about  sixteen  feet,  or  varying  from  two  or  three 
to  sixteen  feet.  I  am  very  familiar  with  this 
portion  of  the  street,  and  tliis  widening  seems  to 


me  to  be  entirely  unnecessary— one  which  injures 
the  beauty  of  that  ])art  of  the  city  verv  much. 
The  sidewalk  is  lined  with  a  row  of  large  elm  trees, 
in  fine  condition,  making  a  shady,  pleasant  street, 
and  this  widening  will  completely  destroy  the 
beauty  of  that  part  of  Shawmut  aVenue,  and  ac- 
complish no  purpose  except  taking  away  a 
slight  bend  or  curve  in  the  street.  It  does' not 
wiilen  the  street  very  much,  and  does  not 
straighten  it  at  all.  This  policy  of  widen- 
ing streets  without  reference  to  the  lay  of 
the  land  has  been  carried  too  far,  "and 
the  Street  Committee  are  too  much  given  to  look- 
ing at  the  lines  on  the  plans  at  the  commission- 
ers' office,  rather  than  at  the  lay  of  the  land  itself. 
It  strikes  me  that  if  this  matter  is  pressed  it  will 
do  a  great  injury  to  a  shady  street  by  cutting 
away  the  trees.  1  move  to  amend  by  stinking  out 
so  much  of  the  resolve  and  order  as  includes  the 
first  three  items,  covering  the  proi)erty  of  T.  J. 
Dunbar.  Charles  F.  Bradford  and  Frederick 
Guild.  I  think  those  lots  are  the  only  ones  the 
taking  of  which  seriously  injure  the  street. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7—  The  Committee  on  Streets 
are  not"  anxious  that  this  matter  •■hould  be 
passed  upon  tonight,  and  if  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion  the  order  will  lie  over,  and 
we  can  have  the  plans  here  next  Thursday  night, 
so  that  members  of  the  Council  can  juiige  for 
themselves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Putnam,  the  resolve  and 
order  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  public  health. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — This  ordinance  is  an  at- 
tempt to  amend  an  ordinance  which  iirovides  that 
no  manure  shall  !)e  removed  between  the  1st  day 
of  May  and  the  1st  day  of  November,  except  be- 
tween twelve  o'clock  at  night  and  two  hours  after 
sunrise.  In  a  city  as  large  as  this  one  now  is,  with 
all  the  extensions  recently  made,  it  has  been 
found  that  that  ordinance  is  a  hardship,  and 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  therefore  recom- 
mended the  passage  of  the  ordinance  before  us 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  that 
hardship  and  providing  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Health  might  grant  a  written  permit  when  he 
might  think  it  advisable  for  the  removal  of  ma- 
nure at  other  times.  When  the  matter  was  before 
the  committee  they  were  of  opinion  that  this 
defect  had  been  cured  in  some  way,  but  he  could 
not  find  the  ordinance  that  had  done  so.  Since 
then,  however,  the  ordinance  has  been  called  to 
my  attention  which  provides  that  manure  might 
be"  removed  at  other  times  with  a  permit  from  the 
Board  of  Health,  so  that  the  evil  which  it  was 
contemplated  should  be  remedied  by  this  ordi- 
nance was  remedied  last  year,  althoug'h  it  was  not 
known  to  the  committee  or  those  who  biought  the 
subject  to  their  attention.  I  therefore  move  that 
the  report  and  the  ordinance  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Report  recommending  the  amendment  of  an 
order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  of 
land  for  the  location  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  and 
for  a  transfer  of  825,000  therefor,  by  striking  out 
"transferred  for  that  purpose  from'the  Reserved 
Fund,"  ant'  inserting  "charged  to  the  appropria- 
f  or  Smallpox  Hospital."  Accepted,  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  concurrence  in  the  passage  of 
said  order  with  said  amendment,  and  with  the 
further  one  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  build- 
ings as  well  as  land. 

Sir.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  should  be  glad  to  know 
from  the  committee  who  have  this  matter  in 
charge  what  the  reasons  are  for  this  appropria- 
tion. I  have  heard  no  explanation  of  the  matter 
made  which  is  satisfactory  to  me.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  this  is  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hosi)ital ;  I  have  no  doubt 
the  committee  who  have  this  matter  in  charge 
will  explain  the  necessity  for  it,  and  as  one  who  is 
compelled  to  vote  upon  "it  in  one  direction  or  the 
other,!  should  be  glad  to  hear  some  such  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— The  explanation  is  that 
the  site  of  "the  present  smallpox  hospital,  as  is 
well  known,  is  on  Marcella  street,  and  is  very  ob- 
jectionable to  the  residents  of  that  vicinity.  "  The 
Board  of  Health  will  not,  of  course,  discontinue 
the  use  of  the  location  until  another  one  is  pro- 
vided, and  in  order  that  another  one  may  be  pro- 
cured this  appropriation  of  825,000  is  asked  for. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  would  like  to  ask  of  the 
committee  whether  the  location  of  the  site  is  to 
be  in  their  hands,  or  whether  the  matter  is  to 
come  to  the  Citv  Council  for  decision. 
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Mr.  Sliaw  of  Ward  5 — I  think,  if  I  understand 
the  reading  of  the  order,  it  provides  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor— in  whom  I  have  the  most  imphcit 
confldence,  I  desire  to  say  that  here — shall  fix  the 
place  for  the  location  of  a  smallpox  ho^^pital,  and 
that  the  City  Coiancil  shall  have  nothing-  whatever 
to  do  wita  it.     Am  I  not  right  in  my  conclixsion? 

The  Chair — That  appears  to  be  the  case  from  the 
reading  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — From  that  conclusion  I 
dissent.  1  believe  the  people  have  some  rights  m 
regard  to  the  location  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  agree  with  the  conclusion 
that  it  shall  be  left  in  that  way. 

The  Chair— For  the  information  of  the  gentle- 
man the  Chair  would  state  that  the  order  provides 
that  the  selection  shall  be  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Health. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  object  to  that.  I 
have  no  confidence  in  the  Board  of  Health  as  con- 
stituted today. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order.  He  is  not  speaking  to  the  question  before 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  shall  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion of  ordpr.    When— 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will 
state  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— As  I  understand  it  the 
question  is  not  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 
This  order  has  been  passed  once  by  this  Council, 
and  the  question  now  is  upon  concurring  in  the 
amenthnents  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on 
neither  of  which  amendments  is  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  si)eaking. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— When  an  amendment  is 
offered,  it  opens  the  wliole  question;  even  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  cannot  dispute  that.  I 
desire  to  be  keard  on  that  question  and  request 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair  upon  it,  because  I  never 
wish  to  speak  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  would  also  like  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  upon  it. 

The  Chair— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  are  in  orcicr, 
and  that  upon  an  amendment  the  whole  question 
is  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  desire  to  say  that  upon  a 
matter  as  important  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  as 
the  location  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  the  City  Coun- 
cil have  the  right  to  express  their  opinion."  It  is  a 
matter  in  which  the  people  feel  particularly  inter- 
ested, and  1  am  opiiosed,  in  every  particular,  to 
allowing  this  question  to  go  outside  of  the  ruling 
of  tne  City  Council.  I  have  no  desire  to  place  the 
hospital  in  any  particular  location,  but  I  believe  it 
to  be  the  right  and  prerogative  of  the  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  elected  from  all  parts  of  the 
city,  to  say  by  its  majority  vote  where  an  institu- 
tion of  that  kind  shall  be  located.  I  have  no  favor 
to  ask,  no  particular  spot  forthe  location  of  apest- 
house ;  but  I  have  a  right  to  ask  that  a  question  of 
so  much  importance  to  the  community  as  that 
shall  be  settled  by  the  City  Council,  by  the  two 
branches  in  concurrence,  i  am  opposed  to  its  being 
located  by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  therefore 
have  raised  this  question.  I  hope  that  no  such 
proposition  as  this,  coming  from  the  Board  of 
Alderman,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Common 
Council  as  a  verdict  in  favor  of  allowing  his 
Honor  the  Mayor — personally  a  particular  an<l  an 
especial  friend  of  mine,  in  whom  I  have  the  great- 
est confidence — in  connection  with  th^  Board  of 
Health,  to  allow  this  hospital  to  be  located  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  Common  Council.  When  that 
matter  shall  be  in  order  to  be  debated  in  derail  I 
shall  desire  to  be  heard  upon  it.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  proposition  which  is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— The  location  of  a  small- 
pox hospital  is  not  left  altogether  with  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Health.  It  includes 
the  Committee  on  Health,  which  consists  of  two 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  three 
members  on  the  part  of  this  branch.  The  reason 
why  the  City  Council  are  not  included  was  just 
this :  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  locate  a  small- 
pox hospital ;  it  cannot  be  placed  in  any  neighbor- 
hood without  serious  objections  from  those  own- 
ing proiierty  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  It  was 
thought  by  the  committee  that  if  ^25,000  were  ap- 
propriated, perhaps  for  a  sum  very  much  less 
than  that,  a  site  might  be  purchased  without  its 
being  known  for  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  used, 
and  in  that  way  the  city  might  secure  a  location 
for  a  hospital  without  the  people  knowing  it. 
If  the  location  were  to  be  considered  here,  a 
debate  might  sprirg  up,  remonstrances  would 
be   brought    in,    ana    the     selection     of   a   site 


might  be  prevented.  That  is  the  rerson  why  the 
City  CouncQ  was  restricted  from  voting  on  the 
question.  The  amount  is  oulv  $25,000  and  is  not 
such  a  sum  as  should  prevent  the  leaving  of  the 
expenditure  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  the 
Board  of  Health  and  his  Honor  .the  Mayor.  If  it 
were  $100,000  or  .'JISO.OOO,  it  might  be  different :  it 
would  be  too  much  to  leave  in  their  hands.  The 
amount  is  a  limited  one  and  it  is  to  be  applied  for 
a  specific  purpose.  For  those  reasons  the  power 
is  restricted  to  the  Mayor,  the  Committee  and 
Board  of  Health, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  passed  to 
a  second  reading,  read  a  second  time  and  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

The  order  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county,  and  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax,  came  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  with  non-concurrence  of  that  branch 
in  the  amendment  providing  that  interest  at  the 
rate  of  nine  per  cent,  shall  be  charged  on  taxes 
remaining  unpaid  after  Jan.  1  next,  and  ad- 
herence to  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  as  fixed  in 
the  original  order  from  the  Finance  Committee. 
The  order  was  laid  on  the  table  on  motiou  of  Mr. 
Page  of  Ward  9. 

Notice  was  received  of  non-concurrence  by  the 
other  branch  in  the  passage  of  the  order  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  provide  free  open- 
air  concerts  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  §3500.    Blaced  on  file. 

ADDITIONAL   WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 
signment for  half -past  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  the 
report  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury 
River  and  Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing the  city  (City  Doc.  No.  17). 

The  quest'on  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  desire  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council  for  a  few  moments  only  in  re- 
gard to  a  matter  whicb  has  been  called  to  iny  at- 
tention. In  the  remarks  which  I  made  a  fortnight 
ago,  in  speaking  of  the  operation  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Works,  I  stated  that  the  city  of  Charlestown 
charged  the  same  i  ates  in  places'  where  it  was  at 
no  expense  for  distribution  pipes  as  within  her 
own  limits.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  those 
remarks,  and  I  desire  to  make  this  explanation :  I 
find  that  although  the  water  rates  are  the  same  as 
within  the  limits  of  Charlestown,  yet  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  a  percentage  is  allowed  to 
Somerville,  East  Boston,  Chelsea  and  Everett. 
Therefore  my  remark  that  the  water  rates  in  those 
places  are  tiie  same  as  in  Charlestown  was  not 
strictly  true.  I  have  no  desire  to  misrep- 
resent anything,  nor  any  disposition  to  decry  the 
Mystic  Waier  Works,  for  X  have  heretofore  had  oc- 
casion to  say  very  much  in  their  favor.  I  find  that 
up  to  the  1st  of  June  there  has  been  paid  by  the 
city  of  Charlestown  to  those  four  places  an  aggre- 
gate sum  of  ;§150,000.  I  give  this  fact  to  the  pub- 
lic for  what  it  is  worth.  Whether  that  amount 
would  cover  the  interest  on  the  debt  that  would 
have  been  incurred  in  the  distribution  of  pipes  I 
do  not  know,  but,  as  I  said,  I  have  no  desire  to 
supi^ress  any  fact  and  no  wish  to  decry  the  Mystic 
Water  Works. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  had  not  intended  to 
say  anything  on  this  question  of  an  additional 
water  supply,  but  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21,  when  he  addressed  the  Coun- 
cil a  few  evenings  ago,  in  regard  to  the  future 
income  to  be  expected  to  be  derived  from  the 
water  works,  if  we  should  have  an  abundant  sup- 
ply, led  me  to  look  somewhat  into  the  question  of 
what  that  income  might  possibly  or  piobablybe. 
It  has  been  represented,  in  the 'way  in  which  the 
accountc  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  have  been 
presented  heretofore,  that  they  were  not  a  paying 
institution,  and  that  the  water  rates  did  not  meet 
tne  current  expenses  and  the  interest  on  the  debt; 
and  the  result,  apparently,  has  been  a  deficit 
every  year.  When  the  result  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works  was  compared  with  that  of  the 
Mystic,  it  was  claimed  that  there  was  a  clear  sur- 
plus in  the  case  of  the  latter,  and  in  that  of  the 
Cochituate  thatthere  was  aloss ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean]  really  made  it  appear  to 
us  as  though  the  Mystic  Water  Works  had  cost 
nothing,  while  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  had 
been  an  expense  of  millions  of  dollars  to  the  city ; 
as  though,  in  fact,  any  works  which  pumped  water 
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up  hill  could  be  run  for  nothing,  while  gravity 
works  were  an  immense  expense.  He  made 
it  iip))ear  tliat  it  was  clieaper  to  pump  water  up 
hill  than  to  let  the  same  water  run  down  hill.  But 
it  appears  in  the  report  of  the  Water  Board, 
which  is  on  our  tables— the  statement  is  also 
to  appear  in  the  City  Auditor's  report  this  year — 
that  by  taking  a  fair  account  of  the  expenses  of 
the  past  year,  our  Cochiruate  Water  Works  have 
produced  a  clear  income  over  and  above  expenses. 
It  has  been  tlie  habit,  in  making  up  the  accounts, 
to  include  in  the  expenses  of  the  year  all  such  ex- 
penditures as  the  laving  of  pijies  in  Dorchester 
and  the  new  parts  oi  the  city,  the  construction  of 
reservoirs  at  East  iioston  and  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  expenditure  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  togeth- 
er with  other  expenses  which  in  any  railroad  or 
other  corporation  it  would  be  proper  to  charge 
to  the  construction  account  and  not  to  cur- 
rent expenses.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  have  been  charged  in  with  the  current 
expenses  of  the  water  works,  when  they  were 
projierly  a  part  of,  and  should  have  been  charged  to 
the  construction  account,  which,  in  the  case  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Works,  was  closed  years  ago. 
This  year,  the  City  Auditor  has  taken  a' great  deal 
of  pains  to  separate  such  items  as  are  properly 
current  expenses  from  those  which  should  go  inio 
the  construction  account,  putting  aside  the  laying 
of  mains  in  the  new  parts  of  the  city  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  Barker  Hill  Reservoir,  but  putting 
among  the  current  expenses  a  great  many  such 
items  as  the  laying  of  service  pipes,  which  perhaps 
snoukluiore  properly  be  carried  to  the  construction 
account.  After  going  over  the  accounts  carefully, 
he  shows  that  during  this  last  year  the  receipts  f  i  om 
the  water  works  exceed  the  current  expenses  and 
interest  on  the  debt  by  about  ;!flii7,000.  Let  me  re- 
peat it :  The  sum  total  of  the  income  from  the 
water  rates  for  the  last  year  exceeds  the  current 
expenses  and  interest  oii  the  water  debt  by  about 
$127,000— that  is,  the  water  works  have  produced 
us  that  clear  income  or  profit  for  the  last  year. 
That  amount,  you  will  notice,  equals  the  interest 
at  six  per  cent,  on  over  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, showing  that  the  water  works,  instead 
of  being  a  source  of  increased  taxation  to 
the  city,  are  really  a  source  of  income,  besides 
the  incidental  benefits  we  derive  from  them. 
Then,  in  regard  to  the  income  that  may  be 
expected  to  be  derived  in  the  future,  from  the 
water  works,  if  we  get  an  abundant  supply.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  [Mr.  Kent]  made  a  state- 
ment the  other  night  that  the  Water  Registrar 
had  estimated  that  if  we  could  have  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water,  by  the  time  Sudbury  River  shall 
be  brought  into  the  city — some  four  years  hence — 
we  might  count  on  an  increased  income  from  wa- 
ter rates  equalling  the  interest  on  over  six  million 
dollars.  I  went  to  the  Water  Registrar  to  learn 
particulars,  to  find  out  how  he  reached  that  result. 
I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand  which  he  wrote  to  Al- 
derman Stebbins  in  which  he  says,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  natural  increase  of  the  water  rates 
is  about  eigiit  per  cent,  per  year;  in  four  years 
that  would  be  thirty-two  per  cent.,  which  \vould 
amount  to  about  §275,000.  He  says,  in  the  next 
place,  that  we  may  expect  from  the  Brighter,  and 
West  Roxbury  districts  an  additional  income  of 
about  $50,000  per  annum.  He  says,  in  the  next 
place,  that  the  use  of  hose  and  private  fountains, 
which  is  now  prohibited  by  reason  of  the  scarcity 
of  water,  would  produce  an  increased  income  which 
it  is  safe  to  put  at  $25,000  per  annum.  Moreover, 
he  says  that  if  we  had  an  abundant  supply  of 
water,  there  are  very  many  wavs  in  which  it 
might  be  used  as  a  motive  power.  Many  such 
applications  have  to  be  denied  now.  Water 
would  be  used  for  elevators  in  hotels  and  stores. 
People  are  now  afraid  to  put  in  water  elevators 
because  they  do  not  know  but  that  the  supply 
may  be  cut  off  at  any  time.  Water  is  a  much 
more  satisfactoiy  means  of  driving  an  elevator 
than  steam ;  it  runs  all  night ;  it  can  be  used  at 
any  moment ;  you  have  not  got  to  build  up  a  fire ; 
turn  on  the  water  and  the  elevator  is  all  ready  to 
run;  and  of  course  with  steam  there  is  the  ex- 
pense of  an  engineer  and  the  making  up  and 
putting  out  of  fires;  with  water  tliere  is  no 
danger  of  explosions  as  from  fire ;  a  water 
elevator  is  very  simple  in  its  use,  a  boy 
can  manage  it ;  water  is  perfectly  adapted  for  such 
a  purpose,  and  a  great  many  such  elevators  would 
be  used  in  the  city  ©f  Boston  if  people  could  count 
on  an  abundant  supply,  so  that  they  would  feel 
that  there  was  no  liability  of  its  being  cut  off. 
There  are  numerous  other  mechaniv^al  purposes  for 
which  it  could  be  used,  such  as  driving  the  presses 


for  newspapers,  and  in  factories  where  they  want 
to  run  certain  machines  at  inter\'als  or  perma- 
nently. A  great  many  parties  would  use  water 
as  a  motive  jjower  if  they  could  count  upon 
it  with  certainty.  Then,  atraiu,  there  is  a  little  cheap 
water  wheel  which  can  be  used  to  run  sewing 
machines  at  a  veiy  small  expense,  and  with  great 
relief  to  women  who  now  have  to  work  tbeiu  by 
their  feet — which,  I  understand,  is  very  bad  for 
their  health.  In  these  numerous  wavs  water 
would  l^e  used  if  an  abundant  su))i)ly  could  be 
had,  and  we  should  thus  have  a  large  income  from 
its  use  as  a  motive  power.  Mr.  Davis  estimates 
the  income  from  this  source  at  $50,000  a  year.  All 
these  items  of  increase,  added  together,  make  a  to- 
tal of  a  little  over  $400,000  over  the  present  income, 
and  that,  as  Mr.  Davis  says,  is  equal  to 
the  interest,  at  six  per  cent.,  on  the  sura 
of  six  and  a  half  million  dollars.  The  point  I  wish 
to  develop  tonight  is  siinjily  this :  That  our  water 
works  are  now  producing  an  income  equalling  the 
interest  on  two  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
the  current  expenses  of  the  water  works  and  the 
interest  on  the  water  debt,  and  if  we  could  have 
an  abuv.dant  supply  we  may  count  with  certainty 
on  an  income  equal  to  the  "interest  on  six  and  a 
half  million  dollars  additional ;  that,  in  fact,  if  we 
should  bring  Sudbury  River  water  into  the  city, 
we  might  count  withreasonable  confidence  on  the 
water  rates  producing  an  income  equal  to  the 
interest  on  the  cost  of  the  works,  if  that  should 
not  be  over  eight  and  a  half  million  dollars.  If 
this  Scidbury  River  or  any  other  scheme  should 
be  can  led  o'ut  and  not  cost  over  eight  and  a  half 
million  dollars,  the  additional  income  to  be 
derived  in  the  future  would  pay  the  interest 
on  that  eight  and  a  half  millions.  Now,  the  Water 
Board,  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Water  Commit- 
tee estimate  the  cost  of  the  Sudbury  River  scheme 
at  .".ve  million  dollars — they,  perhaps,  estimate  it 
too  low.  But  we  may  make  considerable  allow- 
ance for  contingencies  and  yet  see  that  even  if 
the  expense  of  brining  the  water  into 
the  city  from  Sudbury  River  does  not  exceed 
eight  and  a  half  millions,  we  may  expect  that 
as  soon  as  it  is  brought  in,  we  shall  forthwith 
get  enough  income  froin  the  water  works  to  pay 
the  interest  on  our  water  debt,  and  in  the  years 
soon  to  follow  we  shall  get  much  more  than  enough 
to  pay  the  interest.  I  have  put  the  matter  in  this 
light  tonight  because  it  has  been  representCit  here 
that  we  were  going  into  a  great  scheme  of 
expense  which  would  increase  taxation;  but  you 
will  see  that  any  scheme  for  bringing  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  water  into  the  city  is  not  going  to 
increase  the  burdens  of  the  taxpayers.  It  is  a 
scheme  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  expense  incurred.  It  is  an  in- 
vestment by  the  citj'  which  may  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce a  reasonable  re  :urn.  Wilh  regard  to  the  dif- 
ferent systems  which  are  proposed,  that  is  a  veiy 
complicated  question.  I  have  felt,  especially  in 
view  of  these  facts,  and  of  the  immense  conve- 
nience of  having  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for 
all  purposes — to  drive  our  machinery,  to  run  foun- 
tains and  water  the  lawns  in  the  suburban  parts 
of  the  city — and  in  view  of  the  danger  of  a  break 
in  our  old  aqueduct— after  taking  all  those  ques- 
tions into  account — that  it  is  desirable  that 
something  should  be  done  at  an  early  time. 
The  city  engineer  and  the  committee 
on  Water,  who  have  paid  proper  attention  to  the 
matter,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  one 
scheme  is  the  best.  That  scheme  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  vote  of  a  former  City  CouncU,  and,  though 
we  have  the  power  to  reconsider  that  action,  yet'it 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  look  upon  it  not  as  an  in- 
creased burden  of  taxation,  but  as  an  investment 
for  getting  this  water — not  whether  we  could  save 
a  million  or  two,  or  a  few  hundred  thousand — per- 
haps the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  not  to  go 
back  upon  what  we  have  begun,  but  to  car- 
ry that  scheme  tlirough  and  not  attempt  to 
bewUder  our  minds  with  these  figures  of  so 
many  gallons  of  water,  so  many  miles  of  con- 
duit, so  many  millions  of  dollars,  or  so  manv 
square  miles  of  drainage  area — questionsj  which 
have  beeu  carefully  and  honestly  consid- 
ered by  those  who  iiave  made  a  spe'cial  study 
of  the  s'ubject.  My  object  has  Deen  attained  if  I 
have  shown  that  what  we  are  called  upon  to  do 
in  this  matter  of  water  supply  is  not  to  increase  by 
an  immense  debt  the  burilens  of  taxation  upon 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  but  to  make  an  investment 
by  procuring  an  abundant  supply  whii'h  will  cer- 
tainly be  a  great  convenience  to"  the  i)eople,  and 
whicii  I  beiieve  will,  as  soon  as  it  is  brought  into 
the  citv,  pay  all  the  interest  on  the  debt  to  be  in- 
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curie:l,  and  shortly  afterward  give  us  a  haudsome 
surplus. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5— If  there  is  any  one  thine 
in  this  world  which  I  admire  it  is  flippancy :  and 
this  flippant  way  of  disposing  of  eight  or  ten  mil- 
lions of  the  taxpayers'  money  I  admire,  especially 
when  it  comes  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6. 
I  have  learned  something  new  tonight ;  I  have 
learned,  if  it  is  true,  that  the  fountains  are  prohib- 
ited from  playing  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  account 
of  the  shortness  of  water.  That  is  what  the  gen- 
tleman savs.  Xow,  is  it  true  that  the  Water  Board 
object  to  fountains  playing  in  the  city  of  Boston  ? 
If  it  is  true,  I  have  learned  it  for  the  first  time  to- 
night. I  have  never  yet  heard  it,  and  notwith- 
standing my  great  respect  for  my  friend,  I  think 
he  is  misinformed.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  true. 
I  have  seen  several  fountains  playing  today. 
That  js  the  best  proof  in  the  world.  Seeing  is 
believing.  When  my  friend  states  that  this  little 
sum  of  eight  millions  that  he  speaks  of  is  to  be 
flippantly  disposed  of— have  we,  the  representa- 
tives of  an  honorable  constituency,  a  right  to  do  so  ? 
Have  we  a  right  to  dispose  of  eight  or  ten  millions 
in  this  flippant  way?  By  no  means,  sir.  He  says 
it  will  be  a  good  investment  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
AVhy,  tor  what?  An  investment  of  "eight  or  ten 
millions — I  quote  him.  What  is  the  interest  ou 
eight  or  ten  millions?  Any  man  can  figure  that 
out  who  can  figure  up  what  it  costs  the  city  of 
Boston  for  its  money  toilay,  and  can  tell  the 
natural  increase  for"  four  years.  But  it  is 
going  to  take  four  years  to  get  Sudbury 
River  water  here.  I  contend  that  the  sources  of 
our  supply  from  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  today 
are  abundant  fov  the  wants  of  the  people.  Utilize 
them,  sir;  make  the  most  of  them.  We  went  out 
to  visit  the  Mystic  the  other  day  and  found  twenty 
millions  of  gallons  flowing  away  to  waste.  Does 
that  show  that  we  need  any  more  in  connection 
with  Cochituate  ?  Are  eight"  or  ten  millions  of 
dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  m<)ne5'  to  be  disposed  of 
in  that  flippant  way,  sir,  when  we  are  called  upon 
to  vote  upon  this  grei't  Sudbury  scheme — the 
scheme  behind  which  the  people  do  not  appear? 
I  repeat  it,  that  behind  all  this  there  is  a  scheme 
of  speculation  -which  is  not  seen ;  there  is  a  scheme 
for  water  antl  land  speculation  all  along  that  line 
which  does  not  show  itself  here,  but  which  will 
show  itself  and  be  proven  to  the  Couitcil  before 
many  weeks  more  shall  have  passed  away. 
My  friend  from  ^\'ard  G  says  that  if  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme  should  not  cost  more  than  eight 
millions  and  a  half,  that  the  income  from  the 
water  rates  would  pay  more  than  the  interest  on 
the  debt.  Well,  sir,  1  want  to  see  him  prove  it;  I 
want  to  see  the  figures  which  prove  that  fact ;  I 
want  to  see  that  problem  \\'rought  out  by  the  rule 
of  three ;  I  want  him  to  show  that  to  the  people 
who  pay  the  bills.  1  say — and  I  repeat  it  at  the 
expense  of  repetition— that  unless  we  study  this 
matter  more  thoroughly,  and  examij  e  it  more 
carefully  than  has  been  done  by  the  City  Council , 
we  shall  involve  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  the 
City  of  Boston  in  an  expenditure  which ,  iii  my  .iudg- 
ment.  is  wholly  uncalled  for.  I  repeat  what  1  stated 
once  before  this  evening  and  at  a  former  meeting, 
that  if  we  will  utilize  tiie  waters  from  the  Cochit- 
uate and  Jlystic,  and  will  appoint  a  proper  board 
of  inspection  to  save  the  waste- which,  I  say,  is 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  supply  today — that 
every  drop  of  water  necessary  for  an  abundant 
supply  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  can  be  received 
and  will  be  received  from  our  present  sources  of 
supply.  All  I  ask  is  this:  that  an  independent 
comiuission  or  committee  of  this  City  Council — I 
do  not  care  from  what  source  it  may  emanate — 
shall  be  appointed  to  consider  this  question  and 
decide  whether  the  present  sources  of  supnly 
are  adequate  to  the  want=;  of  the  people. 
Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  believe 
in  having  an  abundant  supply.  I  believe 
that  the  fire  which  devastated  my  own  ward  to 
the  extent  of  sixty  millions  of  dollars  was  not 
caused  by  an  insurficient  supply  of  water.  By  no 
means.  It  has  never  been  proven  that  that  fire  or 
the  one  ou  Essex  street  was  owing  to  an  in- 
sufficient supply  of  water,  but  by  the  improper 
use  of  it,  out  of  which  lias  come  this  great  scare 
about  water.  I  call  it  a  scare.  Now,  sir,  I  say 
utilize  the  sources  at  our  command,  anil 
we  shall  have  an  abundance  of  water  for 
half  a  century.  This  is  not  the  first  or  the 
secondj  time  1  have  stated  that,  but  all  I  ask 
is  that  the  honorable  Water  Board  and  Water 
Committee  of  this  City  Council  will  under- 
take to  inaugurate  a  system  of  iuspection 
which  will  show  to  us  that  one-half  of  the  supply 


is  wasted.  I  can  state  for  my  own  ward — the  ward 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  endeavor  to  represent 
in  part— that  one-half  the  water  which  goes  there 
is  lost,  is  not  used,  sir,  is  wasted.  Does  not  that 
show  to  me,  and  should  it  not  show  to  the  people 
of  Boston,  that  a  proper  inspection  of  the  water 
waste  should  be  inaugurated?  Let  the  Water 
Committee  or  the  Water  Board  go  practically  to 
work.  I  care  not  who  they  are — many  of  them  are 
my  best  friends — but  all  I'ask  of  them  is  to  take 
this  matter  into  investigation  and  apply  the  rule 
or  idea  which  I  have  suggested,  and  then  report  to 
the  City  Council  whether  the  one-half  of  the  sup- 
ply now  wasted  may  not  be  saved.  And  that,  sir, 
as'  I  believe,  will  show  that  this  idea  of  an  in- 
sufficient supply  is  a  mere  scare.  We  ])ro- 
pose  to  get  a  supply  from  Sudbury  River,  which 
will  cost,  as  my  friend  from  Ward  6  estimates,  at 
eight  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  I  undertake 
to  say  before  it  is  comjdeted,  that  it  will  cost  at 
least  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  conse- 
quent damages  will  add  at  least  five  millions 
more.  And  where  do  you  land,  sii  ?  I  undertake 
to  say  that  the  consequential  damages  will  be  un- 
reasonable, and  in  view  of  that  fact,  am  1  expect- 
ed to  vote  for  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  ?  By  no 
means.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  one-third,  one- 
fourth,  or  one-tenth  of  this  Councd,  if  they 
examine  this  matter  «ith  the  thoroughness 
with  ^^•hicll  they  woiilu  examine  their  own 
business,  would  vote  for  it.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  this  Sudbury  scheme  is  a  speculation;  I 
say  it  with  proper  consideration  and  after  delib- 
erate hesitation.  Believing  it  to  be  such,  I  stand 
here  and  make  that  statement.  As  lorg  as  I  have 
those  views  I  shall  support  them  until  convinced 
to  the  contrary.  I  believe  the  ex])enditure  for  the 
Sudbury  scheme  to  be  wholly  unnecessary ;  but 
notwithstanding  that,  I  beUeve  in  an  abundant 
supply  of  water  and  that  it  can  be  received  from 
the  sources  at  our  command  today. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G — The  gentleman  pointed 
out  one  statement  of  mine  which  he  claims  was 
not  correct.  I  understand  froui  the  Water  Regis- 
trar that  no  fountains  are  allowed  to  play  in  the 
city.  The  only  fountains  playing  at  the  present 
time  in  the  city,  unless  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
the  Water  Board,  are  those  connected  with  soda 
fountains.  There  are  no  out-door  fountains  per- 
mitted by  the  Water  Board  to  play.  The  gentleman 
might  know  that  the  Brewer  Fountain  and  those 
in  front  of  the  State  House  and  on  the  Public 
Garden  are  not  playing,  and  gentlemen  all  know 
that  they  do  not  see  any  fountains  playing  ou  pri- 
vate grounds.  I  believe  that  the  fountain  on 
Franklin  square  was  playing  today,  in  order  to 
furnish  some  water  for  the  birds.  I  only  rose, 
Mr.  President,  to  reassert  my  original  assertion  on 
that  point,  which  I  believe  was  the  only  one  the 
correctness  of  which  the  gentleman  attempted  to 
dispute.  As  to  flippancy,  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  gentleman  knows  what  the  word  means  or 
not;  I  am  unable  to  apprehend  how  my  remarks 
were  flippant.  As  to  figures,  I  nave  given  all  that 
was  ne'-essary,  and  have  endeavored  to  give  the 
basis  on  which  they  were  made,  and  if  the  reporter 
has  them  as  I  gave  them,  I  think  tbe  gentleman, 
in  the  coolness  and  deliberation  of  tomorrow,  will 
be  able  to  work  out  the  problem. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  always  appreciate  the 
virtuous  intentions  of  my  friend,  and  if  I  have 
not  brains  enough  to  coinprehend  them  that  is 
my  misfortune  and  not  his  fault.  But  Chester- 
square  fountain  was  playing  today.  I  have  the 
best  proof  of  that  in  the  world;  I  have  seen  more 
than  five  fountains  playing  today,  notwithstand- 
ing the  statement  which  my  friend  has  made.  He 
is  misinformed.  If  he  would  go  around  among 
the  peoi)le,  sir;  if  he  would  visit  the  various  dis- 
tricts of  the  city  as  I  do,  and  sec  the  fouutains 
playing — in  addition  to  the  so. la  fouutains  which 
he  may  visit,  let  him  visit  the  people,  as  is 
my  custom  and  habit.  I  am  not  a  member 
from  Ward  6;  I  do  not  live  in  that  aris- 
tocratic district  ou  the  hill ;  but  I  am  one 
of  the  people  and  represent  the  people.  I  have 
seen  these  fountains  i)laying  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people.  My  friend  is  luioiniSimed.  He  may  go  to 
the  Water  Registrar— a  most  excellent  mail — but 
when  Mv.  Davis  states  that  no  fountains  are  play- 
ing he  states — I  wiU  not  say  what  is  not  true.  I 
have  proved,  sir,  that  the  fountaias  are  playing 
today,  with  twenty  millions  of  gallons  of  water 
running  to  waste.  In  the  name  of  heaven,  where 
does  the  waste  water  go  to?  And  are  we  to  come 
here  a  nd  vote  away  the  people's  money  for  nothing  ? 
Is  that  our  business,  sir?  I  am  in  favor  of  acting 
here  just  as  I  would  in  my  own  business ;  I  am  for 
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an  economical  plan  that  f hall  give  to  the  peoijle 
all  they  desire  for  ])roi)<'r  purposes.    I  undertake 
to  say  that  n>y  friend  makes  a  statement  winch  1 
call  itippant,  because  it  disi)oses  of  eight  or  ten 
millions    of  the  people's    money  which    1    think 
wholly  unnecessary  to  be  disposed  of  in  that  way. 
Mr.Minot  of  Ward    17 — It  is  very   agreeable  to 
hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  (i  rejoicing  over 
this  newly  lai  1  egg,  and  listen  to    his  statement 
that  it  makes  no  tlill'erence  what  it  costs  the  city 
of  Boston  for  water,  because  ue  can  pay  for  it  by 
levying    a   special    tax,   no    matter    how     much 
it    may    be.    I    suppose    we    are    ail    impressed 
with  the    magnitude    of   this    subject;  with    the 
fact  that  it  nearly  affects  the    health   of   thou- 
sands of  people;  and  that  it  wUi  involve  an  ex- 
penditure of  millions  of  money.    We  know  that 
if  it  has  a  right  solution  it  will  reijuire  alcnovvl- 
edge  of  medicine,  science  and  tinauce.    If  there 
are  those  of  us  who  believe,  or  who  do  not  believe, 
that  the  simple  process  of  election  is  in  itself  a 
liberal  education,  or  who  do  not  believe  that  by 
the  simple  process  of  election  we  accjuire  the  com- 
plete knowledge  in  this  science  which  other  men 
lind  it  necessary  to  devote  the  study  of  a  lifetime 
to  attain — I  say  if  there  are  such  of  us  here,  they 
will  regret  the  position  in  whicli  we  are  placed. 
No  one  can  feel  this  more  keeidy  than  I  do',  or  ac- 
cept tue  responsibiliy  more  reluctantly  than  I  do.  I 
have  a  full  sense  of    my  own  incompetence  to 
judge  of    this    question  ;'^  but,  by  the  theory  of 
our  government,  it  is  presumed  that  we  are  com- 
petent, and  it  would  seem  to  be  our  duty  to  think 
and  act  independently  and  to  the  best  of  our  abil- 
ity.   Were  this  Sudbury  River  scheme  to  be  acted 
upon  tonight,  I  should  feel  obliged  to  vote    de- 
cisively against  It,  and    I  have  risen   to  give  my 
reason's,  not  that  1  rely  upon  their  strength,  but 
because  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them   decisively 
answered.    I  rise,  not  for  the  purpose  of  advocat- 
ing any  particular  scheme,  but  of  examining  the 
merits'of  the  Sudbury  Rivej  scheme  itself,  a  duty 
which  other  members  of  the  Council  seem  not  to 
wish  to  assume.    It  is  a  duty  which  is  not  agree- 
able to  me.    I  think  we  are  "right  in  assuming  that 
those  who  are  called  upon  to  produce  these  ^chemes 
should    show   conclusively  that  by   the  particu- 
lar project  tney  offer,  we  are  to  get  the  purest  and 
most  abundant,  and  if  possible  the  cheapest,  sup- 
ply of  water.    It  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  Water 
Board  to  propose  and  ours  to  exaniine,  and   it  is 
not  vice   versa.    I  propose,  therefore,  to  examine 
the  merits  of  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  itself. 
In  or  ler  to  do  that  let  us  take  another  scheire  for 
comparison — and    without    reflecting    upon    the 
merits  of  any  third  scheme,  or  any  other  scheme 
whatever,  but  simply  for  the  purpose  of  compari- 
son.   It  is  very  natural   to  select  for  this  purpose 
the  Charles  River  scheme,  both  because  it  was 
originally  selected  as  the  most  available  source 
of  supply  by  the  Water  Board  and  because  the 
expenditure  of  half  a  million  to  which  the  city  has 
already  committed  itself  is  available  for  either 
the  Sudbury  or  Charles  River  scheme.      It  must 
be  Dome  in  mind  that  in  a  time  of  great  anx- 
iety and  excitement,  when  an  immediate  supply 
of  "water  was  demanded  under  the  enormous  pres- 
sure of  a  scare,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has 
well  said,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  authority  to  take  Charles  River,  which 
was  considered  equally  available  with  the    Sud- 
bury River,  and  we  may  even  infer  that  the  pref- 
erence was  given  to  it.    The  application  was  made 
to  the  Legislature  under  the  feeling  that  immedi- 
ate actioD  was  necessary,  and  it  was  natural  then 
to  take  that   scheme    w'hlch   was  the    easiest  and 
presented  the  least  difficulties.    Opposition  to  the 
Charles  River  scheme  was  experienced  in  the  com- 
mittee of  the   Legislature ;    Sudbury    River  was 
therefore  selected,  and  an  act  was  passed  author- 
izing the  taking  of  it  as  a  permanent  as  well  as  a 
temporary  sujiply.     Sudbury  River  having  been 
taken  as  a  temporary  supply,  all  those  connected 
with  it  became  familiar  with  the  details  of  the 
scheme ;  it  seemed  to  afford  an  adequate  supply, 
and  the  water  appeared  to  be  of  sufficient  purity, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  seemed  as  if  the  popu- 
lation on  Charles  River  was  greater  and  that  the 
mill  interests  were  larger.    It  was  necessary  to 
get  an  act  for  the  taking  of  Charles  River  and  this, 
in  view  of  the  nece-sity  of  immediate  action,  was 
deemed    an    insuperable  obstacle.    If  I  hen,  Sud- 
bury River  were  taken  by  accident,  as  it  were, 
are  there  any  other  reasons  except  those  found- 
ed on  its  intrinsic  merits  why  it  should  have  been 
adhered  to  so  parsistently  since?     I  believe  there 
were  such  reasons.    I  believe  the  scheme  was  hon- 
estly selected  as  the  best,  and  I  see  no  reason  to 


think  that  other  than  honest  motives  have  con- 
trolled it.    But  1  believe  that  a  man  who  has  de- 
liberately published  his  opinion  upon  an  import- 
ant suijject  will  have  a  bias  to  justify  that  opinion. 
1  believe  that  a  man  who  has  ))'aiiifuily  and  labori- 
ously made  up  his   iiund    will  not '  actively    en- 
deavor to  prove  the  fallacy  of  his  own  opinions 
Let  us  look  at  the  advantages  of  Sudbury  River. 
They  are  all  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the"  AVater 
Board  of  this  year,  on  page  eight — the  amount  and 
purity  of  the  water,  the  excellent  storage  facilities, 
the  shortness  of  the  projjosed  conduit,  its  cheap- 
ness of  consti-uction,  and  the  comparative,  present 
and  prospective  freedom  from  pollution.  1  propose 
to  examine  these    advantages  seriatim.    Let  us 
look  first  at  the  amount  of  the  water.    The  amount 
which  Sudbury  River  will  furnish  is  forty  mil- 
lion gallons    daily,    a  supply  which   would  seem 
entirely  inadeipiate  for  the  wants  of  the  city  of 
Boston   thirty  or    forty    years   from   now.    It   is 
a    simple    calculation.'     'fhe    supply    which    we 
have  today   is  hardly  sufficient — about  eighteen 
million  gallons.    The"  water  consumers  number, 
perhaps,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people. 
If  the   population  shall  increase  as  it  has  hereto- 
fore done,  in  1904  it  will  number  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand,  and  wilt  require  three  times  as 
large  a  r-upply  as  it  does  today,  or,  in  other  words, 
fifty-four  million  gallons.    At  all  events,  the  sup- 
ply from   Sudbury  River  is  forty  million  gallons 
daily,  to  compare  with  that  of   one  hundred  and 
fourteen  million  gallons  a   day  from  the  Charles. 
Let  us  look  at  the  purity  of  the  water.    I  am  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  the  great  increase  in  the 
mortality  in    1872  was   largely  due   to   the  taking 
of  Sudbury  River.     I  believe  that   river   water 
is     not     g-enerally   so     desirable     as     that     of 
lakes,    and   this    theory   is    corroborated    by  the 
statement    of   the    Citv  Engineer,  which  vviil   be 
found  on  page  29  of  City  Document,  29  of  1873.    It 
is  there  shown  that  Sudbury  River  water  was  per- 
ceptibly discolored  in  the  month  of  July,  aud  con- 
tinued'to  be  so  until  late  in  the  autumn— so  much 
so  that  if  taken  ilirectly  from  the  river  it  was  unlit 
for  domestic  uses.    I  do  not  maintain  that  Charles 
River  possesses  an  advantage  in  this  respect.    I 
have  no  doubt  that  in  that  year  it  was  in  the  same 
condition  as  the  Sudbury ;  but  by  the  tesfs  which 
have  been  applied,  the  water  of  Charles  River  has 
a  slight  advantage.    It  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  it  would  be  so,  because  its  volume  and  the  ra- 
pidity of  its  current  are  greater  than  the  Sudbury. 
Perhaps  then,  in  purity  the  Sudbury  possesses  no 
great  advantage  "over    the  Charles.    Let  us  now 
look  at  the  storage  capacity.   That  of  Charles  River 
is  ten  billions  of  gallons,  or  five  tunes  that  of  the 
Sudbury.    We  find  that  when  the  \\ater  at  New- 
ton becomes  impure,  we  can  then  move  up  to  Na- 
tick,  which  is  now  the  most  uncultivated  portion 
of  the  country.    The  Sudbui-y  seems  to  have  no 
advantage  over  the  Charles  in  this  respect.    Let 
us  look  at  the  length  of  the  conduit,  which  is  as  six  - 
teen  to  four.    Let  us  look  next  at  the  cost,  which 
in  the  case  of  the  Subdury  is  five  million  dollars 
exclusive  of  mill  damages.    I  regret  that  the  sim- 
ple idea  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  scheme 
of  the    gentleman  from   Ward  9  [Mr.  Peabody] 
was     not   more     fully    stated    by    him.      I   un- 
derstand that  the  basis  of  his  suggestion  was  that 
if  you  buy  the  Sudbury  River  today,  you  pay  double 
for  all    that   extra    supply   which  will  not   come 
into    use    till    eleven   yeais     from    today.    It   is 
very  simple  calculation'    If  you  borrow  your  eight 
miliious  today  and  pay  six  per  cent,  for  ele'ven 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  you  will  not  only 
have  paid  ii8,000,000  in  interest, 'but  still  owe  th'e 
eight  millions  which  you  borrowed.    It  is  thus  not 
economical  to   purchase  more  than  we  need  at 
once.      This  must  not  be  taken   in   its    broadest 
sense,     because     we     shall     use     some    of  the 
Sudbuiy     River    water.      I    suppose     the     mill 
damages     on     the    Charles   would     be    greater 
than     on     the      Sudbury;     but     there     is     one 
consideration;    the    money   you    expend   on  the 
Sudbury   purchases    only   forty   million    gallons 
daily,  w'hile  that  yon  expend  for  the  Charles  pur- 
chases a  hundred  and  fourteen  millions  of  gallons 
a     day.      And     it   is     natural    to    suppose   that 
storag'e  reservoirs — as  the  Engineer  says  is  pos- 
sible—will   be    built    at    Seuth    Xatick    with    a 
capacity   for    ten    billion    gallons,    so    that    the 
regular'    flow     could     be    kept    up.     Therefore, 
it  \\  ould   be    rather  an   advantage  to   the    mUls 
and  could  be  expected  to  reduce  the  damages. 
Now,  which  of  these  advantages  is  to  be  decisive? 
Is  it  the  cost  of  five  millions  or  three  millions  ?    Is 
it  the  aqueduct  of  sixteen  miles  long,  instead  of 
four  or   eight,  as   the  case   may  be?    Is   it   the 


JUNE      18 


1874. 


368 


storage  capacity  of  two  millions  of  gallons  or 
ten?  Is  it  tlie  yield  of  40,000,000  gallons  orlH,000,- 
000?  But  in  addition  to  the  advantages  which 
are  claimed  for  the  Sudbury,  certain  difficulties 
have  been  suggested  as  to  the  taking  of  the 
Charles.  It  was  said  that  the  pumping  was  an  ob- 
jectionable expense;  but  by  looking  at  the  City 
Engineer's  report  it  is  found  that  the  natural 
cost  by  pumping  would  be  many  times  less 
than  the  interest  on  three  million  dollars,  which 
would  be  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  two 
schemes.  Another  objection  to  the  Charles  was 
that  the  water  might  require  filtration.  It  might 
require  filtration !  but  it  has  been  shown  that  it  is 
as  pure  as  the  water  of  the  Sudbury.  But  it  has 
been  suggested  that  there  is  great  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining an  act  of  the  Legislature.  Three  years  ago 
a  committee  of  the  Legislature  refused  to  pass  an 
act;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  we  ap- 
ply for  an  act  today,  we  have  a  much  larger  rep- 
resentation than  we  had  three  years  aeo,  and  we 
should  apply  for  one  in  a  greatly  modified  form, 
which  would  create  much  less  opposition.  I 
shall  be  asked  then,  if  we  are  not  to  vote  for  this 
Sudbury  scheme,  what  are  we  to  do?  I  reply  by 
asking  what  is  the  urgent  necessity  for  immediate 
action  ?  Is  it  because  the  aqueduct  is  going  to 
fail  us  suddenly  throughout  its  whole  length, 
or  burst  like  a  bombshell?  If  so,  where 
are  our  storage  reservoirs  by  which  we  can 
obtain  a  sufficient  supply  for  at  least  a  month 
if  not  five,  and  allow  the  aqueduct,  if 
broken  at  any  one  place,  to  be  repaired?  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  renewal 
of  the  aqueduct  was  as  urgently  insisted 
upon  in  the  report  of  1860,  as  it  is  today.  It  is  not 
under  any  extraordinary  pressure,  and  for  four- 
teen years  after  that  report  it  has  continued  to 
supply  us  with  water  apparently  as  well  as  ever. 
Is  It  the  possible  insufficiency  of  water  that  urges 
us  to  act  at  once?  Have  we  not  today  the  same 
facilities  for  obtaining  a  temporary  supply  from 
Sudbury  Kiver  that  we  had  two  years  ago?  Let 
us,  then,  before  taking  this  Sudbury  River  water, 
ascertain  whether  it  be  lit  for  the  use  of  this  city ; 
whether  we  have  not  an  adequ  ite  supply  within 
our  present  resources.  It  is  probable  that 
it  has  now  become  too  late  to  advan(5e  the 
work  this  season  and  that  nothing  will  be  done 
before  next  year.  If  we  find  that  there 
is  nothing  better  than  the  Sudbury,  and  after  ex- 
haustive examination  we  decide  to  take  it,  well 
and  good.  If  we  decide  to  take  the  Charles,  let  us 
go  to  the  Legislature.  Meantime  let  us  have  careful 
and  accurate  estimates.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
three  hundred  thousand  people  go  to  the  Legisla- 
ture and  demand,  as  an  absolute  necessity,  the 
right  to  use  the  water  of  Charles  River,  and  it  is 
represented  that  the  city  of  Boston  desires  to  save 
three  millions  of  dollars,  this  act  can  be  secured. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  few  of  us  who,  if  we 
were  satisfied  that  we  could  save  three  millions  of 
dollars,  would  hesitate  to  wait  upon  the  Leg- 
islature, even  after  a  previous  rebuff;  and  I  be- 
lieve some  of  us  would  still  adhere  to  the  project 
if  we  had  to  wait  during  a  whole  session  in  order 
to  save  that  sum  of  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
for  next  Thursday  evening  at  nine  o'clock. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  S.  B.  Heustis,  police 
officer,  Jji-H.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  purchase  the  estate  of  John  Haven,  17,- 
501  square  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  Clif- 
ton street,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  forty  cents  per 
square  foot.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  incurred  by  the  Committee 
of  1872  on  South  Boston  Flats,  $275.  Passed,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Mystic  Water  Board  to  prepare  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  sewer  to  convev  away 
the  impurities  which  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond 


from  Winchester  and  Wobuix,  etc.  Passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

ORDERS    SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  §225  in 
fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  armorv  of  Company 
H,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  on  Win- 
throp  street,  Charlestown;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum    not   exceeding  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  in  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  G,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  11  City  square, 
Charlestown  ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 
Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water- 
Ordered,   That   the    Committee    on    Water   be 
authorized  to  report  in  print  on  the  order  in  rela- 
tion to  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
from  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  basins. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

FORT  HILL  WHARF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  order  to 
place  the  Fort  Hill  wharf  in  charge  of  the  Paving 
Department,  for  storage  of  gravel  and  paving- 
blocks,  until  it  is  wanted  for  the  extension  of 
Oliver  street,  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

QUINOY  HALL  MARKET  BUILDING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  report 
that  It  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  proposed  addition 
to  Faneuil  Hall  Market  Building,  on  account  of 
unexpired  leases,  was  taken  from  the  table.  The 
question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  believe,  sir,  that  I  had 
the  honor  of  introducing  the  order  which  caused 
this  report,  and  I  have  never  faltered  from  the 
faith  which  instigated  me  in  offering  that  order.  I 
believe  it  to  be  entirely  practicable  and  feasible 
and  desirable,  and  that  the  Faneuil  Hall  or  Quincy 
Market  Building,  whichever  it  may  be  styled,  is 
susceptible  of  very  great  improvement.  I  believe 
that  if  one  or  more  stories  were  added  to  that 
building,  it  would  afford  to  the  city  of  Boston  a 
very  large  income.  But  perhaps  it  is  not  desir- 
able this  year,  in  view  of  the  lateness  of 
the  season,  and  the  fact  that  an  exhibition 
of  mechanic  arts  is  to  be  had  there.  Never- 
theless, I  think  it  is  feasible  and  ought  to  be 
done,  and  is  required  by  the  interest  of  the 
city.  Stiil,  the  committee  have  considered  the 
matter  and  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  do 
it  this  year,  and  it  would  therefore  be  best  for  the 
report  to  be  accepted.    Nevertheless,  I  shall  not 

five  up  the  idea  that  it  is  the  best  thing  to  do. 
.t  the  proper  time  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
City  Council  to  utilize  its  property,  and  I  think 
there  is  no  property  in  the  city  so  susceptible  of 
improvement  as  this,  with  a  view  to  an  increased 
income.  I  should  hope  that  whoever  may  be  a 
member  of  the  City  Government  for  another  year, 
may  again,  at  the  proper  time,  bring  the  subject 
up  for  consideration. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

LAKE  COCHITUATE  AS  A  STORAGE  BASIN. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  f ol'owing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  necessity  and  expediency  of  using  Lake  Co- 
chituate as  an  intermediate  storage  basin  for  the 
purification  of  the  Sudbury  River  water,  in  case 
said  river  is  adopted  as  a  source  of  supply. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeu, 

JUNE    23,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  ^"OMIXATIO^"S  CONFIRMED. 

Constables  —  Moses  P.  Brown,  William  H.  Mc- 
Causland,  Municipal  Court  in  East  Boston. 

Special  Police  Officers  —  Stephen  T.  Toner, 
Young's  Hotel  and  its  vicinity ;  James  C.  Mcliie, 
Rowe's  wharf ;  Bailey  R.  Wardwtll,  Goodnow  & 
Roby's  wharves ;  W .  O.  Baxter,  Bunker  Hill  Bap- 
tist Church. 

OEDEES  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  petitions  of  Marr  Broth- 
ers &  Hale,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gine and  boOer  at  39  Avon  street;  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  construct  a  turn- 
out on  Shawmut  avenue,  near  Cobden  street,  and 
to  extend  certain  other  turnouts,  were  consid- 
ered, and  no  objection  to  the  petitions  being 
offered,  they  were  severally  recommitted  ;  the  tirst 
to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  and  the  other 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  H.  Bademacher, 
for  leave  to  project  a  sign  sixteen  inches  from  472 
Washington  street. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Buckingham,  that  the  firing  of 
torpedoes  in  the  streets  of  this  city  may  be  pro- 
hibited. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Phinehas  B. 
Smith,  for  extehsion  of  the  Marcella-street  sewer 
to  be  connected  with  the  sewer  in  Vale  street. 

C.  AV.  Ryan  et  al.,  for  a  Fewer  in  Maverick 
street,  between  Orleans  street  and  Jeffries  street. 

A.  J.  Bamfard  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  in  Brook 
av«nue  be  extended  to  West  Cottage  street. 

Andreas  Blume  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Warreji 
street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Enoch  R.  Fuller,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  King  street, 
Ward  16. 

Lemuel  B.  Bradford,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Walnut  street,  Neponset. 

Mackrea  Shuren,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  at  No.  4  Texas  avenue. 

Philip  Lowden,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  live  additional  horses  on  Jenkins  street. 

Grilman  Page,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  twenty  horses  on  Boylston  street,  AVard  17. 

Daniel  Chamberlin,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Poplar  street,  AVard  17. 

John  Behan,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  eight  horses  on  new  street  near  corner  of 
Union  street,  AVard  19. 

Ladd  &  Brown,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  four  horses  at  236  Main  street,  AVard  20. 

John  Martin,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  stable 
forthiee  horses  at  98  Lewis  street,  East  Boston, 
in  place  of  smaller  stable  on  said  location. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the paH  of 
the  Board.  AA'illiam  Patterson,  for  the  removal 
of  a  tree  in  the  Chaiiestown  District,  in  front  of 
55  AVarren  street. 

AV.  E.  James,  for  the  removal  of  some  trees 
from  Eliot  street,  AVard  17,  near  the  Ellery  estates. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Patrick  Coyne, 
that  Sixth  street,  from  P  street  to  the  water,  be 
raised  to  grade,  as  the  Water  Board  say  they  can- 
not lay  pipes  there  until  the  work  is  done. 

D.  R.  AVhitney  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  streets 
around  the  new  Post  Office  be  watered  by  the  city. 

Frederick  Nickersoneia?.,that  Silver  street,  be- 
tween E  and  F  streets,  be  paved. 

Ezra  Farnsworth  efn?.,  that  North  street  in  front 
of  North  End  Mission  building  be  paved  with 
wood,  as  the  work  of  the  mission  is  very  much  in- 
terrupted by  the  noise  in  the  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  C.  L.  Littlefleld 
et  al.,  that  lamps  be  placed  and  lighted  on  Metro- 
politan avenue  and  Summit  street,  Ward  17. 

Alfred  J.  Anthony  et  ^il.,  that  more  lamps  be 
placed  and  lighted  in  the  streets  of  Roslindale, 
Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Gilman  Page,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Boylston  street,  AVard  17. 

Alpheus  M.  Stetson,  for  leave  to  enlarge  the 
wooden  building  at  505  Broadway. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  John  Q.  A.  Houghton  et  al.,  that  the 
playing  of  base  ball  on  Orchard  park  oe  pro- 
hibited. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Dennis  Ferguson,  for  the  removal  of 
a  tree  from  the  sidewalk  of  Fifth  street,  near  K 
street,  which  obstructs  the  access  to  the  passage- 
way in  rear  of  K  street. 

To  Vie  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 
Mary  Holden,  for  abatement  of  taxes  of  1872  and 
1873  on  her  homestead  on  account  of  inability  to 
pay  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Sylvester  Bowman,  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  on  Lincoln  street  in  Brighton,  and  for  grade 
damages. 

THE  FEANKLIN  FUND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Nathaniel 
Adams,  Charles  E.  Jenkins  and  Osmyn  Brewster, 
a  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association,  chosen  at  a  meeting  of  said 
association  April  1, 1874,  transmitting  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  vote,  which  was  adopted  at  said 
meeting: 

Whereas,  The  Franklin  Fund  was  originally 
donated  to  the  to\\n  of  Boston  for  the  puriiose  of 
aiding  wortliy  young  mari-ed  mechanics;  and 

AV^hereas,  Said  fund  has  increased  to  nearly 
§200,000,  under  the  careful  management  of  our 
city  authorities,  without  having  been  much  used 
by  the  class  it  was   designed  to  benefit;  therefore 

Voted,  That  the  Government  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Charitable  Mechanic  Association  be  request- 
ed to  consider  and  report  to  a  futn.re  meeting  a 
comprehensive  plan  by  which  some  portion  of  the 
Franklin  Fund  may  be  safely  invested  in  build- 
ings for  mechanics'  homes,  or  otherwise,  bv  con- 
ference with  the  officers  having  charge  of  said 
fund,  to  the  end  thatby?ome  human  ingenuity 
the  grand  design  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  i  rinter, 
to  aid  young  mechanics,  may  be  accomplished. 

Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  AA'orthington,  Cutter  and  Prescott. 

THE  CONTRACT  FOR     PUBLISHING     THE     OFFICIAL 
REPORT. 

The  following  was  received  and  read : 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  Boston :  Gentlemen — In  the  Daily  Advertiser  of 
the  10th  inst.,  was  published  the  following: 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  Printing,  City  Hall,  until  Mon- 
day, June  15,  at  twelve  o'clock,'noon,  for  making 
careful  and  accurate  reports  of  the  public  pro- 
ceedings and  abstracts  of  the  debates  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  at  regular  and 
special  meetings,  and  printing  said  reports  in  one 
of  the  daily  papers  of  Boston^  on  the  same  or  the 
following  day ;  and  also  supplying  300  copies,  re- 
printed in  form  of  samples  to  be  seen  in  the  office 
above-named.  The  committee  reserve  the  right  to 
reject  any  or  all  proposals. 

James  Power,  Chairman. 

In  accordance  with  the  requisites  of  this  adver- 
tisement, we  submitttd  to  th';  Committee  on  Print- 
ing a  proposal  to  perforin  the  same.  Our  bid,  we 
understand,  was  much  lower  than  that  of  any  oth- 
er paper,  but,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  con- 
tract has  not  been  awarded  to  us,  which  we  deem 
a  ^ross  injustice,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  tifie  law. 

AVe,  therefore,  petition  your  honorable  body 
that  an  investigation  be  made  into  the  doings  of 
this  committee,  and  that  the  contract  be  awarded 
to  us  if,  upon  examination,  it  be  found  that  we 
are  the  lowest  bidders,  and  qualified  to  perform 
the  work  required. 

Respectfully, 
The  Globe  Publishing  Company, 
by  H.  E.  Townsend,  Treasurer. 

Boston,  June  22, 1874. 

The  Chairman — Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Board 
to  refer  this  petition  to  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee? 

Alderman  Stebbins — Perhaps  before  we  have  a 
special  committee  appointed,  we  had  better  hear 
some  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing.  I 
do  not  understand  that  the  contract  has  been 
awarded  to  any  one. 

The  Chairman— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Board 
to  refer  this  petition  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  Committee  on  Printing  whether  the  facts  set 
forth  in  that  petition  are  true. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Chair- 
man read  the  petition  again. 
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Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  inquire  whether 
the  contract  has  been  awarded. 

Alderman  I'ower — In  rei)ly  to  that  inqiiirj-  I 
would  state  that  the  contract  has  not  been  signed 
by  me  as  chairman  of  the  Comnnttee  on  Printing. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  have  full  ))ovver  to 
make  a  contract  without  coming  to  this  Board,  as 
the  Older  now  stands.  The  committee  voted  to 
award  this  contract  to  the  Evening  Transcript. 
The  contract  is  to  be  made  in  a  form  somewhat 
different  from  that  in  which  it  was  made  last  year, 
and  for  that  I'eason  it  i»  now  being  perfected  by 
the  City  Solicitor,  and  has  not  yet  come  to  me  for 
my  signature.  Tlie  facts  as  set  "forth  in  that  peti- 
tion are  ostensibly  true,  at  least  it  would  now 
appear  as  though  the  statement  there  made, 
that  the  Globe  newspaper's  proposal  was  lower 
than  the  Transcript's — was  true.  Tlie  committee, 
in  awarding  the  contract  to  the  Transcript,  put  in 
a  proviso  in  order  to  more  nearly  comply  with  the 
power  that  they  had.  They  have  power' to  sp-end 
only  .•;?6000 ;  tliey  are  limited  to  spending  that 
amount  for  publishing  an  abstract  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  City  Government.  The  proposals  were 
made  for  so  much  per  column  for  printing  in  the 
paper,  and  so  much  per  sheet  for  the  slips  that  you 
have  upon  jour  desks.  Of  course,  if  the  work  is 
done  in  tliat  way,  there  is  no  knowing  what 
the  cost  of  printing  would  be  during  the 
entire  year.  It  would  depend  entiiely  on 
the  H mount  of  business  done  by  this  Board 
and  the  other  branch,  whether  the  sum  would  be 
less  than  ^(iOOO  or  not.  The  committee,  in  award- 
ing the  contract  to  the  Transcript,  stipulated  that 
it  sliouhl  be  done  at  a  price  not  exceeding  .S6000, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  anybody  coubi  say  whether 
it  would  exceed  ."SGOOO  if  the  "contract  were  given 
to  the  Globe  at  the  price  per  column  whicli  was 
bid  by  the  publishers  of  that  paper.  As  the  work 
has  been  done  heretofore,  the  Globe's  bid  was  the 
lowest;  but  the  majority  of  the  committee,  for 
good  and  sufficient  reasons,  as  they  supposed, 
gave  the  contract  to  the  Transcript.  Various  ar- 
guments were  l)rought  up  by  the  majority  to  jus- 
tify their  action.  I  am  prepared  to  defend  any 
action  I  have  taken  in  this  matter,  but  I  have  no 
objections  to  an  investigation  by  a  special  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  like  to  incjuire  of  the 
chairman  or  some  other  member  of  the  committee 
what  the  proposals  were  per  column  from  the 
various  parties  who  bid  for  the  contract? 

Alderman  Power— The  proposals  per  column 
were  such  that  the  Globe's  bid  was  twenty-five 
per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  Transcript.  The 
Globe's  bid  was  seven  dollars  and  a  half  and  the 
Transcript's  ten  dollars  per  column  for  the  same 
kind  of  type ;  and  as  near  as  we  could  get  at  it, 
taking  the  last  year's  business  as  an  average,  it 
would  make  a  difference  somewhere  from  fifteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars  in  the  cost 
by  printing  the  matter  in  the  Globe.  I  would  say 
furthei  that  we  ascertained  from  both  of  those 
newspapers  their  circulation,  and  that  had  some- 
thing to  do  wi<h  the  action  of  the  majority.  The 
circulation  of  the  Globe  was  represented  to  be 
four  thousand  and  some  odd  hundreds,  and  that 
of  the  Transcript  nine  thousand  and  some  odd 
hundreds.  They  also  insisced  on  putting  into  the 
contract  the  proviso  that  in  no  case  should  the  ex- 
pense exceed  six  thousand  dollars,  as  we  had  the 
right  to  spend  only  that  amount.  The  committee 
put  the  jjroviso  in  so  that  the  cost  should  come 
within  six  thousand  dollars  and  the  contract  is 
to  be  made  in  that  way. 

Alderman  Hall— If  I  understand  this  report 
aright,  it  is  that  one  paper  offers  to  publish  the 
report  at  §7.50  a  column  and  another  for  tilO ;  and 
because  one  happens  to  be  a  religious  paper  and 
has  an  out-of-town  circulation,  the  committee 
vote  to  award  the  contract  to  that  paper,  provid- 
ing the  cost  does  not  exceed  .^(JOOO.  That  may  be 
good  i)olicy  for  the  City  (Government  ©f  Boston  to 
pursue,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  intimate  that  he  does  not  agree  to  it.  I 
should  hope  that  the  committee  will  take  no  fur- 
ther action  upon  this  subject  at  present,  although 
I  see  by  the  order  that  they  have  no  reason  to  come 
to  this'(5overnment.  I  move  that  the  petition  be 
referred  to  a  joint  sj)ecinl  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins— 1  hope  the  matter  will  go 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing.  It  seems  to 
me  that  they  have  a  full  knowledge  bearing  upon 
the  subject,  and  can  give  more  definite  informa- 
tion than  coulil  a  special  committee  of  the  Govern- 
ment. After  the  explanation  of  the  chairman,  I 
do  not  see  how  it  was  possible  for  the  committee 
to  have  come  to  anv  other  conclusion.  Thev  looked 


into  all  the  facts  bearing  upon  the  case.  As  the 
chairman  has  stated  ,one  paper  circulates  In  the  city 
about  4000  copies,  and  the  other  about  10,000.  1  think 
the  circulation  of  the  Transcrii)t  >-  mostly  con- 
fined to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  report, 
if  iiul)lished  in  that  paper,  will  reach  a  larger 
number  of  readers  in  the  city.  I  think  there 
is  also  an  advantage  in  having  the  reports 
pul)lished  in  an  evening  paper,  as  on  the  morning 
after  the  session  the  reporter  can  compare  his 
notes  with  these  of  the  City  Clerk  or  the  clerk  of 
the  Common  Council,  w-hich  is  now  done  very 
often,  I  understand,  to  insure  accuracy.  Thi"!; 
could  hardly  be  done  after  a  lonu-  session  of  either 
branch,  if  the  reports  were  published  in  a  morn- 
ing paper.  Therefore  I  hope  the  Board  will  stand 
by  the  report  of  the  committee  in  awarding  the 
contract  to  the  Transcript.  I  move  that  the  peti- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Alderman  Peters— Although  I  think  the  action 
of  the  committee  is  right,  still  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  petition  should  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee.  It  is  for  an  investigation  of  the  doings 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  refer  it  to  that  committee. 

Alderman  Worthiugton — I  hope  this  matter  will 
either  be  referred  to  some  other  committee  or  that 
the  parties  be  given  a  hearing  before  this  Board. 
Our  committee  have  had  three  different  meetings 
and  have  talked  the  matter  over  very  thoroughly 
on  every  point.  AVe  can  do  nothing'different.  I 
"was  fortunately  one  of  the  minority.  I  differed 
with  the  majority,  and  I  should  differ  with  them 
if  the  sul)ject  came  before  us  again.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  advertised  for  liids  from  papers  com- 
petent to  do  the  work,  and  that  the  committee 
were  bound  to  give  it  to  the  lowest  bidder.  I  con- 
sidered that  the  Globe  was  competent,  and  I  voted 
with  the  minority ;  but  three  members  of  the  com- 
mittee voted  intiie  majority  and  gave  the  contract 
to  the  Transcript.  Ther"fore,  if  it  comes  back 
to  us,  we  should  do  nothing  different  from 
what  we  have  done.  I  could  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  give  the  contract  to  the  paper  that  w"e 
did;  others  thought  differently.  I  have  not  yet 
changed  my  mind,  and  I  do  not  think  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  has  changed  his  opinion. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  idle  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  >Iy  own 
preference  would  be  for  giving  the  petitioners  a 
hearing  before  the  full  Board. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  that  does 
not  reach  the  point,  because  it  requires  the  con- 
current action  of  both  branches.  Aier  this  Board 
shall  have  heard  the  parties,  they  v.-ould  have  to 
be  heard  by  the  Common  Council. "  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  content  ourselves  with  the  expla- 
nation given  by  the  chairman  ©f  the  committee, 
and  give  the  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw,  or  refer 
the  petition  to  a  special  committee.  I  move  ttiat 
the  petitioners  be  given  leave  to  Avithdraw. 

The  Chairman — The  motion  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  is  in 
order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  withdraw  that  motion. 

Alderman  Hall — I  move  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  joint  special  committee,  and  upon  that 
I  call  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  prevailed— yeas  11,  nays  1,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Alderman  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins, 
■\Vorthington — 11. 

Nay— Alderman  Peters— 1. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Hall  and 
Prescott  said  committee  on  the  iiart  of  the  board. 

UNDERTAKERS  AS  AGENTS  OF  CEMETERIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  petition  of  J. 
B.  Cassidy  et  al.,  for  the  passage  of  an  ordinance 
prohibiting  undertakers  from  holding  the  office  of 
agent  of  any  cemetery  within  tiie  city  of  Boston. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  petition  was 
referred  to  a  joint  special  committee,  and  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  Power  and  Bigelow  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the  fol- 
lowino-  streets,  viz. :  Cottage  and  Pond  streets 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Sumner  street.  AVard 
16;  Chandler  street,  vacant  lots  near  Berkeley 
street;  Dorchester  avenue,  east  side,  from  the 
South  Boston  line  to  Savin  Hill  avenue;  Neponset 
avenue,  east  side,  from  Park  street  to  top  of 
Pope's  Hill ;  Adams  street,  between  East  and  Ash- 
wood  streets,  Ward  16;  Dorchester  avenue,  west 
side,  from  Field's  Corner  to  Centre  street ;  Boston 
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street,  east  side,  from  South  Boston  line  to  Up- 
ham's  Corner.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutteis  on  the  fullovvinij;  streets,  viz.  •  Park 
street  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad,  Ward  16;  Savin  Hill  avenue  from  fleas- 
ant  street  to  the  Old  Colony  Kailroad  ;  Shawmut  av- 
enue, School.  Amory  and  Boylston  streets,  between 
Egleston  square  and  the  Providence  Railroad. 
Severally  passed. 

Order  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave  gut- 
ters and  sidewalks  on  the  south  side  of  Princeton 
street,  between  Prescott  and  Chelsea  streets. 
Passed. 

Order  to  call  East  Castle  sti eet  "Motte  street," 
and  West  Castle  street  "Castle  street."    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  Gaston,  receiver,  .s!47,000, 
for  IJroad-street  land  damages,  and  rescinding  an 
order  of  Jan.  28,  1873,  to  pay  William  Licchlield 
,^42,-150,  for  taking  said  property. 

Alderman  Hall— What  reasons  can  there  be  for 
giving  !3!47,0O0,  when  the  original  vote  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  only  awarded  him  §42,450? 

Alderman  Worthington— I  can  only  say  that 
while  the  commissioners  awarded  .^42,4-50,  the 
party  refused  to  take  it  and  wanted  $60,000.  The 
Coinmittee  on  Streets  endeavored  to  look  into  the 
matter  and  learn  what  the  actual  value  of 
the  property  is  and  whether  or  not  the 
commissioner's  have  made  ,i  mistake.  They  did 
investigate  the  matter  very  thoroug.dy ;  theyhave 
been  six  or  eight  months  upon  it,  anil  they  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  looketl  as  though 
the  commissioners  had  not  awarded  what  could 
rightfully  be  demanded,  so  that  after  a  careful 
investigation  the  committee  have  awarded  tins 
amount  and  the  parties  have  agreed  to  take  it.  It 
is  the  best  pos>ible  settlement  that  can  be  made 
for  the  city.  If  they  shoubl  sue  the  city  in  all 
probability  "they  would,  as  other  parties  liave  in 
the  past,  reco\  er  a  larger  amount  than  the  com- 
mittee or  the  commissioners  have  awarded.  It  is 
the  opinion  that  this  is  a  just  award,  not  too 
high,  and  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  to 
take  and  pay  that  sum. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  additional  primary- 
school  dccominodations  in  the  Prescott  District, 
CharlestowQ.    Order  passed. 

Rei)ort  and  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion ot  Superintendent  of  the  several  Charlestown 
bridges,  etc.    Ordinance  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COJIJIOX  COUNCIL. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  pro- 
posed addition  to  Faneuil  Hall  Market  building, 
on  account  of  unexpired  leases.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  AVater  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  using  Lake  Cochituate  as  a  storage 
basin  for  diffusion  and  puriftcation  of  Sudbury 
River  water,  in  case  it  should  be  taken  as  a  means 
of  supplying  the  city. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order  was 
put  and  declared  lost,  the  Chairman  stating  that 
only  one  Alderman  had  voted. 

Alderman  Cutter  ioubted  the  vote,  and  at  his 
request  the  order  was  read  again. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  trust  that  order  will  pass. 
I  think  it  will  answer  some  nonsensical  questions 
that  have  been  raised  in  this  Government  and 
particularly  in  the  other  branch.  It  will  be  a 
good  thing  to  pass  that  order,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  it. 

Alderman  AVorthington — That  does  not  seem  to 
be  a  good  reason  why  it  should  pass.  That  cer- 
tainly is  not  a  question  to  be  considered  at  this 
time'  AA'e  may  not  have  Sudbury  River  at  all;  we 
have  not  yet  passed  upon  that  question,  and  why- 
should  we  go  into  discussions  of  that  kind  until 
we  have  voted  to  take  Sudbury  River?  If  we 
vote  to  take  Sudbury  River  I  shall  be  in  favor  of 
running  the  w-ater  'through  Lake  Cochituate  for 
the  ijurpose  of  purification ;  but  until  that  time 
comes  I  hardly  think  it  worth  while  to  take  up 
time  with  that  "que-tion. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  surprised  at  the  gentle- 
man taking  that  position,  as  he  has  been  advocat- 
ing every  order  in  regard  to  information  that  has 
come  from  the  other  branch.  He  has  tried  to 
push  through  order  after  order  of  inquiry  here, 
but  now  he  seems  to  think  we  do  not  need  any 
more  information. 

Alderman  AA'orthington — I  do  not  tinderstand 
that  this  i?  simply  an  order  for  information.  It  is 
for  the  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  send- 
ign  Sudbury  water  through  Lake  Cochituate — 
water  that  vre  have  not  got  and  m^.y  not  get  at  all. 
AVhen  we  get  that  water  then  we  can  consider  the 


expediency  of  carrying  it  through  the  lake,  but 
until  then  it  seems  to  me  that  such  a  considera- 
tion is  not  proper. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  hope  this  order  will  pass, 
because,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  it  will  explode 
some  of  the  nonsensical  orders  that  have  come 
from  the  other  branch  on  the  water  question. 
Now,  if  they  can  explode  anything,  let  them  do  so, 
for  the  reason  that  it  can  be  done  without  any 
great  expense.  The  committee  can  tell  whether  it 
IS  practicable  or  not.    1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  AVater  to  report  in  print 
on  subject  of  the  capacity  of  Mystic  and  Cochitu- 
ate lakes,  for  an  adequate  water  supply  for  all 
seasons.    Passed. 

JAIL   EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1982.88,  for  expenses  of  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  for  the  month  ending  July  1.  The 
accounts,  having  been  duly  audited  were  approved 
by  the  Board,  and  ordered  paid. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  George  R.  Williams  and  Charles 
P.  Johnson,  constables,  being  presented  duly  cer- 
tified by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  approved  by  the 
Board. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

On  the  petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines 
and  boilers  by  Bartlett  &  Horsford,  at  corner  of 
AVashington  'and  Boylston  streets,  and  Calvin  C. 
Kimball,  19  Spring  lane,  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  hearings  to  all  parties  interested  on 
July  13,  next,  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M. 

Petitions  were  received  from  Aaron  D.  Capen 
and  E.  W.  Capen  for  assessment  of  damages 
caused  by  the  taking  of  portions  of  their  estates, 
in  AVard  16,  by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  for  the  lo- 
cation of  the  Shawmut  Branch  Railroad.  On  said 
petitions  orders  of  notice  were  passed  that  the 
Board  will,  on  Monday,  July  13,  next,  at  four 
o'clock  1'.  M.,  proceed  to  consider  the  prayer  of 
said  petitioners  and  assess  damages  as  prayed  for. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE   MUNICIPAL  COURTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Judges 
of  the  Municipal  Courts  recently  establisned  by 
the  Legislature  in  this  county,  notifying  the  Board 
of  the  appointment  of  officers  to  serve  the  jjro- 
cesses  and  attend  the  sittings  of  said  eouits,  and 
requesting  that  said  officers'  compensation  be 
flxedfroin  July  1,  1874.  By  Judge  McKim,  West 
Roxbury  District — Constables,  Isaac  Jacobs  and 
Charles  P.  Johnson.  By  Judge  Baldwin,  Brighton 
District— Constable,  Nicholas  G.  Lynch.  By  Judge 
Bond,  East  Boston  District — Constables,  Moses  P. 
Brown,  AV.  H.  McCausland.  By  Judge  Burbank, 
South  Boston  District — Constables,  John  Rogers, 
E.  D.  Foss. 

The  communications  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

CONSOLIDATION     OF     THE     TWO    WATER    BOARDS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
five  o'clock,  being  the  majority  report  in  favor  of 
an  ordinance  to  establish  "The  Boston  AVater 
Board"  (City  Doc.  No.  53),  and  the  minority  report 
adverse  to  said  proposed  Vneasure  (City  Doc.  No. 
54). 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Alderman  Hall — The  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Charlestown  with  the  city  of  Boston,  conti'nues 
the  Mystic  AVater  Board  as  a  separate  organiza- 
tion, under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council  of 
Boston,  until  it  shall  determine  to  unite  them  to- 
gether so  as  to  form  one  board.  I  would  like  to 
call  attention  to  City  Document  No.  31  of  March  9. 
By  an  order  of  this  City  Council,  the  Mayor  was  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority 
for  the  City  Council  to  unite  the  two  water  boards, 
and  having  received  this  authority,  I  would  like  to 
intiuire  of  the  chairman  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee, by  what  authority  or  by  whose  direction 
legislation  was  procured  establishing  a  commis- 
sion, instead  of  a  water  board,  as  contemplated  by 
the  order  under  which  he  acted.  The  order  that 
we  passed  March  9  was  to  obtain  authority  for  the 
City  Council  to  establish  a  water  board  similar  to 
the  boards  now  in  existence,  retaining  the  princi- 
pal features  of  both  in  the  formation  of  a  new  one 
and  not  an  act  enabling  the  Mayor  to  nominate  a 
commission — what  we  Iiave  not  asked  for,  and  in 
my  opinion  what  we  do  n.  t  want  or  neeil. 

Alderman  Stebbius — The  Alderman  assumes 
that  I  passed  the  act  of  the  Legislature.  I  would 
inform  him  that  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
are  responsible  for  the  act  which  they  passed,  and 
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that  the  chainnau  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  is  not 

Aliieniian  Hall — I  would  like  to  ask  if  this  act 
was  not  (Uawn  at  this  City  Hall,  anil  at  the  in- 
stance of  those  having  lii^ii  authority  here?  If 
that  act  is  in  accordance  witli  the  order  we 
passed,  then  1  will  forever  hold  my  peace. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  act  is  substantially  the 
same  as  that  inesented  to  the  Legislature, 
altliouuh  some  amendments  were  made  to  it  by 
that  body.  ]5ut  to  relieve  the  Alderman's  mind,  I 
will  say  that  1  hold  myself  responsible  for  all  the 
blame  wliich  I  sujnjose  he  intends  to  throw  upon 
me  for  the  form  of  this  act. 

Alderman  Hall — I  wotild  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  City  Document  iVo.  41  to  sec- 
tion 1  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  under  A-hich 
we  are  to  estaljlish  this  water  commission,  and 
have  them  compare  it  with  the  order  authorizing 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  this  au- 
thority! and  see  if  the  act  was  M'hat  was  asked  for, 
and  1  would  like  to  ask  them  whether  they  are 
going  to  give  this  commission  more  power  and 
authority  than  the  city  of  Boston  ever  gave  to  one 
board,  or  more  (jower  than  has  ever  been  before 
given  to  three  men  in  this  Go\'erument.  I  will 
read  it : 

"Section  1.  The  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton may  establish  by  ordinance  a  water  board,  to 
be  known  as  the  Boston  Water  Board,  consisting 
of  three  able  and  discreet  persons,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mayor" 

Tobe  apijoi'.ited  l)y  the  Mayor — Is  that  what  was 
stated  in  the  order?" 

"with  the  advice    and   consent  of  the  City 

Coitncil,  and  to  receive  such  compensation  as  the 
City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine." 

And  now  tipon  the  (juestion  of  what  co".apensa- 
tion  they  are  to  receive  1  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  refer  to  section  3  of  the  same  act: 

"The  salaries  of  the  members  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the 
terms  for  which  they   are   respectively  appinted." 

Is  that  in  accordance  with  the  legislation  that 
we  asked  for?  but  the  worst  is  to  come  yet. 

"The  said  Board  may  be  empowered  by  said 
City  Council  to  exercise'  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  'Commonwealth 
upon  the  city  of  Boston  with  reference  to  supply- 
ing said  city  with  water  or  of  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  Water  Boards:  «;id  is  also  empowered  to 
act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any 
or  all  things  which  the  city  is  uow^  authorized  to 
do  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights 
and  other  projjcrty,  and  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  works  and  appliances  for  supply- 
ing the  city  of  Boston  or  other  cities  and  towns 
with  pure  water." 

What  more  authority  could  you  give  a  board  ? 
What  more  could  you  "place  ui)on  them?  Tliey 
can  take  any  rivers  lying  within  tliis  district  that 
can  be  reached  by  a  conduit,  and  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  responsible  for  their  every  act.  Is'  the  City 
Government  of  Boston  responsible  to  the  citizens 
for  this  act,  that  wefare  called  upon  to  adopt  this 
afternoon  ? 

Alderman  Peters— The  report  of  the  minority, 
while  containing  partly  my  objections  to  this 
water  commission,  leaves  'room,  however,  for 
others,  which  I  shall  divide  into  three  portions, 
viz. :  First— My  reasons  for  opposing  commissions ; 
Second — My  reasons  for  opposing  appointed  com- 
missions ;  Third — My  reasons  for  opposing  this 
commission. 

The  Aldermen  of  the  city  can  do  all  the  work 
which  can  be  performed  by  a  commission,  and  in 
my  opinion  this  present  Board  actually  give  more 
hours  of  their  time  in  city  work  than  do  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commissions  ut  present  existing  in  the 
City  Hall.  I  know  this  from  actual  experience. 
Then,  also,  no  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men can  incur  any  expense  of  more  than  !j!500 
in  amount,  without  having  the  majority  of 
the  whole  Board  approve  of  such  expense,  and  in 
case  of  jo'nt  committees  not  only  a  majority 
of  the  I5oard  but  a  majority  of  the  Common  Coun"- 
cil  must  also  vote  their  ai)proval  before  any  such 
sum  can  be  expended.  Commissions  also  rue  in  a 
certain  rut,  their  knowledge  of  other  business 
affairs  l)eing  limited,  while  a  Board  of  Aldermen, 
composed  of  active  or  retired  business  men,  have 
a  wider  knowledge  of  the  re(iuirements  and  needs 
of  the  city,  and  are  also  better  posted  up  regard- 
ing the  business  of  the  city  as  a  whole  and  its 
abilitv  in  each  year  to  incur"  expense.  Certainly 
none  but  a  board  of  business  men  conversant  with 
the  outside  att'airs  of  the  city  can  realize  the 
necessity   which   exists   in    Boston   today   for  a 


true  and  rigid  economy,  and  citizens  continu- 
ally coming'  into  the  'City  Government,  and 
many  of  them  witli  large  projieity  interests 
at  stake,  have  more  reasons  and  induce- 
ments to  be  economical  than  men  employed 
on  a  salary  to  spend  other  persons'  liion'ey. 
Then  with  the  esiablishment  of  this  class  of  com- 
missions, with  power  to  expend  the  appropria- 
tions which  the  Council  may  vote  without  over- 
sight or  check,  the  City  Council  of  nece-sity  and 
as  a  matter  of  course  will  deteriorate,  the  Alder- 
men and  City  Council  becoming  mere  dummy 
bodies  to  vote  the  called-for  sums,  and  a  lowe'r 
class  of  men  will  be  elected  to  serve  in  those 
places :  men  who,  with  no  responsibility,  would 
lose  all  reason  for  feeling  an  interest  in  city  busi- 
ness, and  extravagance  would  be  the  rule  in  City 
Hall.  Boston  has  neen  comj)aratively  free  of  cor- 
ruption, a  City  "Government  by  the  people,  of  fie 
people  and  for  the  people"— a  true  republican 
city.  That  commissions  are  not  always  i>ure  is 
shown  by  the  facts  that  the  Brooklyn  Commission 
of  Charities  have  just  been  trietl,  and  several 
convicted  for  malfeasance  in  office  an'l  fined, 
while  two  of  the  New  York  Police  Commissioners 
are  today  on  bail  for  alleged  unlawful  practices  at 
elections.  My  reasons  for  opposing  appointed 
commissions  are,  I  think,  of  a  still  stronger 
though  different  character.  By  the  original  city 
charter  of  Boston,  which  in  my  opinion  needs  no 
altering  or  remodelling,  the  Mayor,  while  given  a 
great  authority,  has  no  aggressive  power,  exci'pt  as 
the  head  of  police  to  act  as  the  Executive.  He  can 
veto  any  law  or  order  passed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  no  money  can  be  (Irawn  from  the  treasurA-  by 
their  action  except  by  his  consent ;  but  his  legisla- 
tive Dower  is  not  only  limited  but  absolutely 
stopped.  He  can  advise  only.  But  by  giving  him 
the  appointing  power  he  is  really  given  the  legis- 
lative power,  as  his  intiuence  can  tben  be  used  in 
what  may  be  called  the  legislative  part  of  the 
Executive,  which  in  the  details  of  a  city  govern- 
ment and  expenditure  is  the  greatest  part.  We 
also  introduce  into  municipal  politics  what  has 
been  proved  by  the  actual  knowledge  of  aU  of  us 
to  be  the  great  putrefyinp;  sore  of  the  American 
body  politic — the  power  of  patronage.  The  mot- 
to, "to  the  victors  beloi.g  the  spoils,"  will  become 
the  order  of  the  day  and  a  great  contest  will  be 
made  every  year  for  the  office  of  Mayor  with  the 
direct  understanding  that  the  fortunate  candidate 
rewards  those  who  worked  for  him,  with  the  of- 
fices which  he  will  have  in  his  gift, — a  fact  demor- 
alizing to  all  parties  and  more  demoralizing  to  the 
Mayor  himself,  who,  if  wishing  a  reelection,  must, 
unless  he  is  more  than  human  (and  even  then 
he  wouUl  soon  be  forced  down  to  that  level), 
nominate  for  the  influential  and  important 
offices  in  his  gift  those  men  who  he  knew 
would  work  to  that  end,  and  they  would 
be  nominated  with  that  direct  umlerstanding. 
The  Mayor  of  New  York  has  a  large  patronage, 
and  all  "the  newspapers  of  that  city  have  occupied 
much  space  on  this  point.  About  three  weeks  ago 
a  Commissioner  of  Public  Parks  resigned.  He 
was  very  much  blamed  for  resigning  during  the 
term  of  Mayor  Havemeyer,  because  the  Mayor 
had  the  nomination  of  his  successor,  and  it  was 
thought  that  he  should  have  remained  to  the  end 
of  his  term  rather  than  h  ive  the  INIayor  appoint 
his  successor.  However,  Mr.  Wales  did  resign,  and 
Mayor  Havemeyer  appointed  David  Stewart,  pres- 
ident of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Association, 
in  his  place,  as  it  was  supposed,  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  Mr.  Havemeyer  should  be  re- 
nominated and  that  the  different  city  dejiart- 
ments  should  work  for  his  renominatioii.  The 
Times  remarks  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wales  wUl 
doubtless  serve  to  call  attention  to  the  present 
condition  of  our  city  government:  "All  the  de- 
partments are  working  so  well  together  [it  says] 
that  the  president  of  any  one  of  them  would  be 
very  glad  to  dump  the  president  of  any  other  into 
the'  East  Kiver.  *  *  *  For  this  encouraging 
state  of  affairs  we  are  solely  indebted  to  Have- 
meyer— a  man  whom  everybody  believed  to  be  re- 
spectable in  1872,  when  he  was  elected,  but  who 
has  proved  himself  to  be  the  most  uiiprinciiiled 
and  dishonorable  man,  take  him  all  in  all,  who 
ever  held  the  office  of  mayor  in  this  city." 

The  power  of  confirmation  amounts  to  just 
nothing  at  all.  We  see  that  in  the  way  "the 
highest  political  body  in  this  country  —  the 
national  Senate  —  contirms  the  Presiileiit's  ap- 
pointees. Once  in  a  while,  roused  to  a  sud- 
clen  burst  of  concientiotisness,  they  may  re- 
ject a  candidate,  but  another  of'  the  'same 
stripe   is  soon  appointed  and   confirmed,    while 
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the  rejected  party  is  consoled  with  some  other 
berth.  To  say  nothing  of  the  right  of  the  people 
to  govern  themselves,  manage  their  own  property 
and  elect  their  executive  officers,  which  is  en- 
larged upon  in  the  repo!-t  of  the  minority,  commis- 
sions, if  we  must  have  them,  shoiild  be  elected,  in 
order  that  they  shall  realise  their  nearness  and 
responsibility  to,  and  dependence  on,  the  people, 
whose  servants  they  are.  A  gentleman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, having  some  business  with  one  of  the 
commissions  in  this  building,  was  allowed  to  sit  an 
hour  and  fortv-tive  minutes  in  an  outer  office  before 
he  was  called  in  to  see  the  commissioners;  and  in 
another  case  a  delegation  of  citizens  from  AVards 
IT  and  19,  having  business  with  a  commission,  weie 
not  allowed  to  see  them  at  all,  the  commissioners 
sending  a  clerk  to  do  the  business,  and  refusing  to 
see  the  parties.  Both  these  commissions  were 
a2)pointcft.  The  New  York  Senate  at  its  last  ses- 
sion before  adjournment  passed  a  bill  abolishing 
the  commission  of  three  upon  the  New  York 
State  House,  on  account  of  the  immense  cor- 
ruption that  has  been  developed  in  that  mat- 
ter, and  providing  that  the  governor  should  ap- 
point one  move.  This  system  also  is  an  attempt  of 
the  better  educated  and  ricber  portion  of  the  com- 
munity to  relieve  themselves  of  responsibilities 
at  the 'polls  which  they  have  no  right  to  evade.  In 
opposition  to  the  particular  commission  under 
consideration,  I  wi'l  not  enlarge  upon  the  origin 
or  authorship  of  the  statute ;  suffice  it  to  say  that 
the  authority  to  create  such  a  commission  as  con- 
templated was  not  what  it  was  meant  in  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  that  the  City  Council  should 
understand.  I  object  to  the  number  of  the  com- 
mission—three, tvery  one  conver,5ant  witli  com- 
missions knows  that  on  every  commission  of  three 
there  is  always  one  weak  man.  He  in  reality  rules 
the  commission.  Whenever  the  two  sensible  men 
are  divided  on  a  question  the  voice  of  the  weak 
man  carries  the  day,  and  thus  often  three  large 
salaries  are  paid  for  "a  commission  of  one-jackass 
power.  The  immense  amount  of  property  covered 
by  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Works 
represents  a  present  property  of  about  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  and  "a  contemplated 
increase  within  three  years  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars more.  To  manage  and  properly  care  for  this 
property  there  has  been  a  Mystic  Water  Board  of 
five  persons  and  a  Cochituate  Water  Board  of 
seven  persons  elected.  It  is  now  proposed  by  this 
ordinance  to  unite  these  two  bodies  into  oiie  ap- 
pointed commission  of  three  persons,  which  num- 
ber, if  a  unanimous  vote  were  required  in  all  cases 
of  expenditure,  might  be  sufficient  if  the  water 
works  were  completed  and  a  supply  secured  for 
the  city,  but  is  altogethei'  an  improper  manner  of 
constituting  said  commission  or  board  either  from 
the  number  composing  the  same  or  in  the  way  in 
which  they  are  created  members.  Then  again'the 
persons  favoring  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  (and 
I  here  wish  to  disavow  any  intention  at  this  point 
of  bringing  this  question  into  this  discus- 
sion), not  finding  the  Common  Council  quite 
so  docile  as  was  anticipated  have  taken  this  step 
towards  hastening  this  Sudbury  question  to  a  final 
settlement,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  this 
commission  is  intended  to  precipitate  this  scheme, 
as  I  have  the  very  best  authority  from  one  favor- 
ing both  this  commission  and  the  Sudbury  scheme 
that  there  are  votes  enough  secured  in  the  Coun- 
cil to  carry  the  Sudbury  River  plan,  jiiovided  that 
this  commission  is  constituted.  I  therefore,  in 
view  of  all  the  facts  I  have  stated,  protest  against 
the  creation  of  this  commission,  and  shall  vote  for 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  question. 
The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, I  am  told  by  those  favoring  this  commis- 
sion, needs  a  change.  If  so,  let  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  whose  duty  it  was  in  April 
to  have  rejiorted  names  in  place  of  those  members 
of  the  board  who  before  this  would  have  retired 
had  their  successors  been  appointed,  nominate 
and  bring  in  candidates  for  members  of  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  and  let  affairs  remain  in 
their  present  condition  through  the  year.  Let  the 
City  Council  have  an  unhurried  "and  unbiased 
decission  of  the  great  question  of  the  water  sup- 
ply, and  then  if  best  let  the  Mayor  apiily  to  the 
Legislature  for  leave  for  the  City  Cotincil  in  their 
wisdom,  and  not  in  the  wisdom  of  any  member  of 
this  Board,  to  join  the  Mystic  and  Cochitaate  wa- 
ter boards,  and  not  receive  a  Hobson's  choice  in  a 
compulsory  decision  to  be  made  in  favor  of  an  ap- 
pointed commission  of  three  or  nothing.  I  there- 
fore move  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this 
whole  question. 
Alderman  Stebbins  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 


on  the  question  and  the  motion  was  lost — yeas  5, 
nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters 
Power— 5. 

Nays — Alderman  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Alderman  Peters— I  now  move  to  substitute  the 
report  of  the  minority  for  that  of  the  majority. 
Before  closing  this  atl'air,  which  I  suppose  is  all 
arranged,  I  wish  permission  to  read  what  took 
place  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  6th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1873.  The  gentleman  from  W^ard  12  [Alder- 
man Power],  speaking  of  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
said— 

"Commissions  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this 
Government.  It  was  against  thai  system  that  our 
forefathers  rebelled  and  gained  their  indepen- 
dence. *  *  *  When  you  make  commissions  you 
tie  up  yourselves ;  you  get  four  of  five  commis- 
sions here  and  you  band  five  or  six  thousand  men 
together  to  elect  whom  they  please." 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  [Alderman  Cutter],  who  was  then  in  the 
chair,  came  down  and  spoke  upon  this  subject. 
He  said— 

"I  did  exj.ect  that  this  City  Government  would 
not  be  led,  like  the  Federal  and  State  govern- 
ments, into  commission  after  commission,  until 
we  have  so  many  officeholders  that  we  cannot  vote 
to  turn  out  a  President,  because,  in  spite  of  you, 
he  can  elect  himself  tlirough  his  own  agency.  I 
did  not  suppose  this  state  of  things  would  come 
from  a  republican  form  of  government.  Now,  I  say, 
the  neai'er  you  bring  these  things  to  the  people, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  city." 

And  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Alderman 
Power],  at  the  same  session.,  said — 

"The  principle  of  commissions  is  opposed  to  the 
sentiment  of  our  institutions.  Boston  has  been 
looked  upon  as  a  pattern*£or  integrity,  and  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  it." 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  little  feat  sometimes 
performed  at  places  of  public  enteitainment- 
called  zampilla-aerostation,  in  which  the  perform- 
er, swinging  on  a  bar  in  the  air,  lets  go  and  turns 
a  somerset.  You  suppose  that  he  will  fall ;  but 
no,  he  very  acutely  catches  hold  of  another  bar, 
swinging  ready  for  hmi,  and  is  wafted  to  a  snug 
little  perch  high  above  the  heads  of  the  people,  to 
whom  he  smiles,  and  bows,  and  kisses  his  hand 
condescendingly.  I  trust  for  the  honor  and  hon- 
esty of  men  that  that  little  game  is  not  to  be 
played  here  today. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  hope  we  shall  establish  no 
more  commissions  in  this  hall;  but  if  we  do.  I 
think  \N  e  should  establish  them  with  one  head. 
We  see  the  effects  of  commissions,  and  as  I  have 
learned  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  whose 
judgment  I  respect  very  highly,  we  have  seen  the 
workings  of  those  couiinissions  here,  and  the  ex- 
pense attached  to  them.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  17  says,  they  are  virtually  responsible  to|no 
one.  Now,'  if  you  must  have  'commissions  they 
are  better  and  less  expensively  managed  under 
one  head  than  under  three.  I  hope  this  ordinance 
for  the  establishment  of  a  commission  will  not 
prevail,  and  that  gentlemen  will  so  look  upon  this 
matter  that  we  shall  establish  no  more  commis- 
sioners this  present  year. 

Alderman  Hall— In  th9»early  part  of  this  discus- 
sion I  called  attention  to  the  act  that  was  passed, 
and  argued  that  it  was  not  safe  for  the  city  to  give 
any  three  men  power  to  run  the  city  of  Boston 
into  debt  to  any  amount  that  they  see  fit,  without 
coming  to  the  City  Council.  What  limit  is  placed 
upon  these  men?"^  I  hope  the  minority  report  will 
be  substituted.  I  believe  it  makes  a  vast  (liffer- 
ence  whether  the  City  Council  of  Boston  estab- 
lishes a  water  board,  constituted  as  is  our  iires- 
ent  board,  four  of  whom  are  elected  at  large  from 
the  people,  and  one  from  the  Aldermen  and  two 
from  the  Common  Council,  all  of  whom  are  chosen 
by  concurrent  vote,  or  whether  the  Mayor  nomi- 
nates and  we  confirm  his  nomination.  One  is  a 
democratic  form  of  government ;  the  other  is  a 
one-man  government.  And  here,  in  misconstru- 
ing the  order  giving  the  Mavor  authority  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  and  obtaining  what  was 
not  contemplated  when  the  order  was  passed,  the 
wicked  error  lies.  The  city  charter  provides  that 
when  offices  are  to  be  fiUed,  the  Mayor  shall 
nominate,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Al- 
dermen. Now,  what  is  our  advice,  if  it  is  not  just 
what  it  says?  And  who  of  us  are  his  advisers  in 
these  matters?  and  what  is  our  consent,  but  our 
vote  to  confirm?  Was  it  not  intended  that  those 
who  were  nominated  by  the  advice  of  the  Alder- 
men  should    be  passably  agreeable   to  those  who 
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ai"e  to  conflnn  them  ?  It  is  a  perversion  of  lan- 
guage if  that  is  not  its  meaning-.  I  wisli  to  be 
understood  that  I  am  opposed  to  any  or- 
ganization tliat  removes  tlie  servants  of  the 
public  from  direct  accountability  to  the 
power  that  made  them,  and  more  ojiposed 
to  a  commission  that  is  not  elected  by  the  people, 
and  not  accountable  to  the  people :  ah(l  further,  1 
am  opjiosed  to  having  jiubhc  business  done  by 
commissions  so  arranged  that  it  will  take  a  series 
of  years  and  perhaps  a  lifetime  to  change  their 
policy,  should  they  become  corrupt.  And  why 
shouil  they  not  become  corrupt?  Is  human  na- 
ture any  different  in  Boston  from  what  it  is  in 
New  York?  Was  it  not  in  tlie  Hoard  of  Public 
Works  and  in  commissions  that  Tweed  found  his 
best  opportunity  ?  And  if  we  continue  to  estab- 
lish commissions,  may  we  not  find  a  "Boss" 
Tweed  among  us?  it  seems  to  me  we  need 
three  men  to  be  Governor,  three  men  to  be 
Mayor,  three  men  to  be  judge,  three  men 
to  be  Chief  of  Police  as  much  as  we 
need  three  men  to  constitute  a  water  board.  By 
corruption,  I  do  not  mean  bribery,  gain,  private 
interests  and  patronage  only,  but  the  political 
power  which  becomes  concentrated  in  these  com- 
missions. ^yhat  could  not  a  water  commission,  a 
public  works  commission,  a  tire  commission,  a 
board  of  health  commissio;;.  and  the  other  com- 
missions which  would  be  sure  to  follow,  do  by  a 
little  concert  of  action?  "Why,  sir,  with  a  Mayor 
in  their  interest  they  could  run  a  city  government 
for  >ears  before  the  community  could  relieve 
themselves  of  the  odious  burden.  Sir,  the  ten- 
dency of  the  times  is,  I  fear,  to  allow  men  in  oflice 
to  place  themselves  beyond  responsibility ;  to  get 
as  far  from  the  people  as  possilde ;  and  my  objec- 
tions are  to  the  principles  involved  in  thisinatter, 
and  not  t j  any  individual,who  may  be  selected  or 
nominated  under  this  act.  They  "are  creating  an 
aristocracy,  not  titled,  but  povverful;  creatures 
not  to  be  killed  as  they  are  created ;  creatures  that 
will  cling  to  life  witli  desperate  energy,  and  will 
not  give  up  the  ghost  without  a  long  and  desperate 
struggle.  The  men  comprising  this  commission 
are  nominated  bj*  the  Mayor,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil can  vote  tor  only  such  men  as  he  see's  fit  to 
nominate.  He  might  nominate  the  very  best  men, 
but  the  chances  are  that  they  would  «o<  be  the 
men  the  people  would  prefer,  and  past  experience 
has  taught  us  that  usually  Mayors  have  nominated 
those  in  their  own  political  interest.  Ther<?  is  now 
too  much  of  appointment ;  too  much  patronage  to 
bestow.  I  would  have  it  reduced  to  the  very 
lowest  limit  an  effective  government  would  allow'. 
To  carry  on  war  a  concentration  of  power  is  neces- 
sary to  success,  but  in  municipal  affairs,  where 
there  are  large  sums  of  money  to  be  expended,  the 
people  should  keep  the  man  who  liolils  the  reins 
amenable  to  themselves,  and  not  give  him  any  op- 
portimity  or  privilege  to  oppose  their  will.'  My 
objections  are,  that  in  a  commission  constitut- 
ed according  to  this  majority  report,  the 
wisest  and  best  man  on  such  a  board  can- 
not have  his  counsels  prevail,  but  the  weakest 
man  will.  He  holds  the  balance  of  power 
and  is  likely  to  side  with  the  most  artful  and  the 
least  honesty,  and  at  best  can  only  be  as  strong  as 
the  weakest  and  as  honest  as  the  most  corrupt. 
So  much  for  what  we  ouglrt  not  to  have.  But  I  be- 
lieve it  is  best  to  make  some  change  in  the  Water 
Board,  and  think  it  should  be  done  at  once ;  and 
this  is  what  commends  itself  to  my  mind:  First 
we  should  elect  a  president  to  be  paid  for  his  ser- 
vices, who  should  devote  his  whole  time  to  this 
department,  and  a  man  in  whom  the  public  have 
entire  confidence — some  such  man,  for  instance, 
as  ex-Mayor  Norcro'iS,  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Rice,  or 
Hon.  W.  L.  Burt,  or  Mr.  Lawrence  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board-  a  man  who  has  the  moral  courage 
to  say  no !  We  should  elect  a  competent  board  of 
ad\isers,  who  would  work  in  harmony  with  the 
president  and  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  who 
would  be  willing  to  serve  without  pay  as  they  now 
do.  And  now,  in  conclusion,  let  me  call  attention 
to  some  of  the  worst  features  i.i  this  act.  First— 
The  act  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
mission to  be  paid,  instead  of  what  was  contem- 
plated in  the  order  passed.  Second— Their  nom- 
ination and  election,  which  should  be  by  commit- 
tee and  by  concurrent  vote.  Third— Tlie  salaries 
of  the  members  of  the  Water  Board  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  the  time  for  which  they  are 
especially  apiJointed,  but  may  be  increased  indefi- 
nitely. Fourth — It  gives  the  commission  full 
power  to  take  land  and  power  to  do  all  other 
things  which  the  city  is  authorized  to  do,  which 
is  more  power  than  should  be  given  to  any  three 


men  living.  If  that  is  what  twelve  honest  men 
ought  to  pass  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
then  I  cannot  read  the  English  language  right  and 
know  what  right  means. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  listened  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest  to  the  objections  which  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Wards  10  and  17  have  urged  against 
this  measure,  and  1  cannoc  agree  with  them  that 
this  ordinance  should  not  pass.  A  single  word  as 
to  its  history.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  was  author- 
ized to  i^etition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  by  which  the  two  water  boards,  the  Mystic 
and  Cochituate.  could  be  united.  That  petition 
was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  State  House.  Of 
course  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  see 
that  a  proper  act  was  submitted  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  approval.  Such  an  act  was  pre- 
pared, and  1  pretend  to  say  that  m  the 
interest  of  the  city,  it  is  just  what  the  people  of 
Boston  require  today,  especially  in  vievv  of  the 
large  expenditures  which  have  got  to  be  made  dur- 
ing the  next  year  for  an  additional  water  supply. 
It  is  more  necessary  now,  in  view  of  the  large  iuter- 
esis  involved  in  the  two  boards.  Here  is  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  with  authority  and  interest  extend- 
ing from  Woburn  to  Charlestown,  and  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board,  extending  from  Lake  Cochituate 
to  Boston,  an  interest  to  which  no  person  can  give 
proper  pttention  unless  paid  ;;o  do  so  by  the  city. 
In  this  we  have  the  testimony  of  the  pa.st  Presi- 
dents of  the  Water  Board,  Mr.  Xorcros?  anil  X.  J. 
Bradlee,  who  agree  with  Mr.  Haven,  the  present 
President,  that  It  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  that  a  paid  board  should  be  appointed  and 
remain  in  ofhce,  and  by  which  a  settled  policy  can 
be  carried  out.  Of  course  the  board,  as  at  present 
constituted,  cannot  give  attention  to  the  duty  that 
it  should.  I  think  that  at  the  present  time  it 
is  often  difhcirlt  |to  obtain  a  quorum  of  the 
present  board,  and  unless  that  is  done  parties  who 
come  in  from  a  distance  have  to  be  sent  back 
with  their  business  unattended  to.  Now,  sir,  in 
regard  to  the  powers  which  this  act  confers  upon 
the  new  Water  Board,  I  would  simply  say  that  it 
only  confers  upon  this  commission  the  same 
powers  which  are  coif  erred  upon  the  city 
of  Boston — it  gives  them  no  additional  powers, 
none  whatever.  It  limits  their  eXijenditure  to 
such  sums  as  have  been  previously  appropriated 
by  the  City  Council.  Section  3  on  page  6  of  City 
Document  53,  provides  "that  expenilitures  in- 
curred by  said  board  shall  not  exceed  in  the  ag- 
gregate the  sums  previously  appropriated  by  the 
City  Council  for  the  care  and  maintenance  or  for 
the' repair  and  enlargement  of  the  water  works." 
It  limits  them  to  the  powers  which  are  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Legislature;  it  limits  their  ex- 
penditures tothe  amounts  voted  by  the  Citv  Coun- 
eil. 

Alderman  Hall — Will  the  gentleman  allow  one 
question  ?  Does  any  act  of  the  City  Council  take 
precedence  over  what  the  Legislatu'ae  has  passed  ? 
It  is  empowered  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to 
take  lands  and  water  rights.  Can  any  ordinance 
of  the  City  Council  take  away  the  effect  of  this 
act  ?  If  you  adopt  this  act  do  you  not  adopt  it  iu 
the  whole  and  not  in  a  part? 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  adopt  the  act  as  a 
whole,  but  the  board  is  subject  to  the  ordinance 
passed  by  the  City  Council  for  their  eovernmeut. 

Aldernian  Hall— Do  vou  mean  just  tuat? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  mean  precisely  that.  No 
commissioners  would  have  a  right  to'  expend  a 
single  dollar  unless  authorized  by  this  City  Coun- 
cil. Nowhere  would  they  derive  such  a'  power. 
The  language  is  almost  identical  with  the  acts  es- 
tablishing the  Mystic  and  Cochituate  water 
boards;  it  is  copied  almost  directly  from  that  act, 
and  is  certainly  inteudeil  to  carry  out  the  idea 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  these  boards.  So 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  salaries  to  be  paid  these 
commissioners,  I  think  it  is  proper,  when  men  are 
asked  to  take  these  positions,  that  thev  should 
know  what  salaries  they  will  receive,  'they  are 
men  who  leave  their  business  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice of  the  city ,  They  should  know  what  they 
are  to  receive  for  the  terms  for  which  they  are  ap- 
jjointed,  and  I  think  no  reduction  should  be  maile 
in  their  salaries  during  that  period.  Now,  as  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17, 
that  this  matter  has  been  arranged :  I  did  not  know 
how  this  Board  stood  until  the  vote  was  taken,  and 
so  far  as  1  am  concerned  there  has  been  no  pri- 
vate personal  solicitation  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  gentleman  suggests  whether  or  not  we 
cannot  keep  on  with  our  present  Water  Board.  I 
do  not  know  why  the  two  members  whose  terms 
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expired  tliis  year  should  be  attacked.  They  have 
given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  their 
duties;  the  president  of  the  Cochitiiate  Water 
Board  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment for  his  services;  they  have  all  given 
their  best  endeavors  to  the  duties  of  die  AVater 
Board.  I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  go 
into  this  matter  of  commissions  in  general. 
Nor  do  I  proiJose  to  say  anything  in  regard  to 
what  I  consider  the  proper  form  of  government 
for  a  large  city  like  this.  If  the  limits  of  the  city 
could  have  been  kept  as  they  formerly  were,  in 
twelve  wards,  I  think  the  business  of  the  city 
could  have  been  safely  left  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Con'imon  Council.  But  with 
our  enlarged  boundaries  and  the  business 
that  has  been  brought  here  by  annexa- 
tion, I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for 
any  twelve  men  to  properly  manage  the 
city's  affairs.  It  cannot  be  done  by  a  board  like 
this.  Where  there  has  been  one  argument  for  a 
Board  of  Health  or  a  Fire  Commission,  there  have 
been  a  dozen  in  favor  of  this  new  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Peters— So  far  as  the  increase  of  the 
city's  limits  is  concerned,  I  wou^hl  state  that  I 
voted  against  annexation.  I  was  chosen  to  this 
Board  by  the  citizeus  of  Boston,  and  my  own  town 
voted  against  me.  But  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  does  not  answer  the  miestion.  Section  first  cf 
the  statute  allows  the  City  Council  to  make  an 
ordinance  establishing  a  Water  Board,  who  are 
to  be  "empowered  to  exercise  all  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth 
unon  the  city  of  Boston,  with  reference  to  sup- 
plying said  city  with  water,  or  of  the  Cochitiiate 
aucl  Mvstlc  water  boards."  Then  there  is  a  semi- 
colon, which  is  nearly  equal  to  a  f  uU  stop,  and  the 
act  proceeds  to  say,  "and  is  al-o  empowered" — 
that  is,  it  is  empowered  by  the  Legislature — "to 
act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing 
any  or  all  things  which  the  city  is  now  authorized 
to  do  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water 
rights,"  etc.  Tliat  is,  they  have  the  right 
to  take  the  water  of  Sudbury  River— 
which  the  City  Council  have  not  yet 
voted  to  do,  and  caii  go  on  and  do  what  the  de- 
signers of  this  scheme  mean  to  have  done.  The 
gentleman  distorts  what  I  say  into  making  an  at- 
tack upon  the  members  of  the  Cochitiiate  Water 
Board.  I  made  an  attack  upon  no  one.  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  duties  of  the  "\\'ater 
Board.  1  was  only  answering  the  arguments.  As 
to  the  ability  of  any  person  on  the  Water  Board  I 
know  nothing.  It  "is  no  scheme  or  person,  but  the 
principle  that  I  oppose. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  this  is  a  very  impor- 
tant matter,  and  notwithstanding  the  great  amount 
of  time  we  have  taken  in  looking  into  the  subject. 
I  think  it  has  not  been  properly  investigated  by  all 
of  us.  For  myself  I  have  not  given  it  the  atten- 
tion that  I  think  it  deserves,  and  I  have  not  had  my 
attention  called  to  some  particular  parts  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislature,  and  if  I  were  compelled  to 
act  at  the  present  time  upon  the  adoption  of  this 
ordinance,  I  should  vote  against  it.  At  the  same 
time  I  think  we  must  pursue  some  course  better 
than  the  arrangement  we  now  have  for  conduct- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  Water  Board  and  tliat  de- 
partment of  the  City  Government  of  Boston. 
Therefore  I  hope  we  shall  defer  action  a  little 
while  longer,  and  see  if  some  arrangement  cannot 
be  made  before  we  pass  an  ordinance  of  this  kind, 
and  take  a  little  more  time  to  look  into  it.  For 
one,  I  desire  to  examine  it  a  little  more  critically 
than  I  have  been  able  to  do  at  present,  before  I 
cast  my  vote  upon  it.  Therefore  I  move  to  lay 
the  subject  upon  the  table  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  AV'orthington — If  the  Alderman  de- 
sires further  time  I  hope  he  will  move  to  postpone 
the  discussion  till  next  week.  It  is  very  desira- 
ble, if  we  are  going  to  do  anything  with  this  ordi- 
nance, that  we  should  settle  "it  as  soon  as  possible. 
If  we  are  not  going  to  do  anything  with  the  ordi- 
nance let  us  go  on  and  do  the  next  best  thing.  If 
the  gentleman  will  move  to  assign  the  matter  for 
five  o'clock  next  Monday  afternoon  it  will  give 
me  pleasure  to  join  with  liim. 

Alderman  Eniery — That  will  suit  me  and  I  make 
that  motion. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  trust  that  motion  v  ill  pre- 
vail. I  think  that  those  who  presented  this  mi- 
nority report  have  done  so  in  an  honest  way  and 
with  all  the  intelligence  that  they  possess.  But  I 
have  been  a  member  of  the  "Water  Board  for  the 
last  three  years  and  I  know  that  if  they  possessed 
more  intelligence  than  they  have  now,  "they  would 
not  present  this  minority'  report  and  advocate  it 
in  the  argumentatiA'e  way  that  they  have  today. 


I  am  opposed  to  commissions,  to  outside  boards 
in  this  Government;  I  believe  neither  the  Direc- 
tors of  Public  Institutions,  the  Directors  of  Fer- 
ries, the  Water  Board,  nor  any  such  boards 
ought  to  exist.  They  are  very  expensive. 
But  you  cannot  do  tlie  business  of  this  city 
unless  you  pay  something  for  doing  it. 
You  cannot  get  a  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  do 
that  work  without  paying  a  high  salary.  You 
may  call  them  commissioners  or  not,  but  you  have 
got  to  pay  men  for  their  services.  You  cannot 
get  first-class  men  outside  of  this  Government  to 
take  positions  on  the  .Water  Board  and  discharge 
the  duties  as  faithfully  as  they  deserve.  And 
why?  Because  the  labor  is  so  immense.  It  has 
so  increased.  Annexation  has  increased  it,  and 
here  you  propose  to  unite  the  Mystic  and  Cochit- 
iiate '  water  boards  and  make  the  labor 
double.  Can  you  expect  men  to  go  there 
from  day  to  day  ami  do  tliat  labor  without  being 
pai(i  ?  You  may  have  your  committee  from  this 
Board,  but  you  must  have  your  agents,  and  you 
may  call  them  a  commission  or  anvthing  else.  I 
have  tried  to  induce  good  men  to  accept  positions 
upon  the  Water  Board,  and  they  cannot  afford  to 
sacrifice  the  time.  >'ow,  if  tlie  gentlemen  can 
show  that  this  minorit>  re])ort  is  coin]ietent  for  us 
to  adopt  to  carry  out  "this  branch  of  business,  I 
am  the  man  to  vote  for  it.  But  unU  ss  I  see  some- 
thing that  will  carry  out  this  branch  of  the  business 
whicli  is  the  most  "important  in  this  City  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  not  indorse  that  minorityreport.  I 
want  to  see  the  business  carried  out  in  a  proi)er 
manner,  and  I  will  call  it  a  commission,  if  you 
please,  only  let  the  woik  be  done.  The  gentleman 
basi)rodiiced  an  argument  against  commissions  of 
three,  and  says  that  in  the  State  of  New  York  they 
have  reduced'  one  such  board  to  one  member.  Now 
if  we  can  get  the  right  man,  let  us  ilo  so,  and  have 
a  committee  from  this  Board  on  that  department. 
But  do  not  let  matters  go  on  in  the  loose  way  that 
you  have.  The  two  boards  do  not  know  whether 
th^^y  are  going  to  remain  in  office  twenty-four 
hoiirs  or  not.  The  clerks  are  resigning.  "Go  on 
as  you  think  best ;  but  this  work  has  got  to  be  done 
in  a  proper  way.  The  gentleman  may  slur  at  me 
because  I  went  against  the  Fire  Commission  last 
year.  I  did  so  because  I  was  chairman  of  the  Fire 
Department  Committee,  and  we  had  confidence  in 
ourselves.  But  there  were  men  interested  in  in- 
surance companies  who  had  been  sitting  still  and 
recommending  others  to  invest  in  tlieir  stocks. 
They  were  the  ones  who  cried  the  worst 
after  the  fire,  f.nd  they  made  the  most  noise, 
and  to  suit  them  we '  have  got  a  Fire  Com- 
mission. But  I  tell  you  to  compare  the  ex- 
pense of  running  the  Fire  Department  now 
with  what  it  was  ten  years  ago.  anil  see 
where  you  are.  We  are  going  to  strike  bottom 
on  this  soon.  The  dulness  of  the  times  and 
the  high  rate  of  taxation  are  going  to  make  the 
citizens  object.  You  pinch  a  man's  pocket  and 
joii  hurt  him.  If  you  estabhsh  commissions  and 
increase  the  expense  of  this  Government  you  will 
have  to  stop  some  time.  But  you  have  got  to  do 
something  with  the  Water  Department,  "it  is  in  a 
sickly  condition.  Let  us  learn  what  is  best  and  I 
will  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Peters — I  thank  the  gentleman  for 
giving  me  credit  for  a  small  amount  of  intelli- 
gence. I  think  he  has  just  made  a  first-rate  speech 
against  this  commission.  He  started  oft'  on  the 
other  side  and  came  round  to  ours.  1  think  my- 
self there  should  be  a  change  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Water  Department. 
In  regard  to  the  number  of  three,  I  objected  to 
that  number  because  the  strongest  man  who  is 
elected  to  that  office  controls  it.  1  think  that  some 
change  should  be  made,  but  the  Legislature  has 
passed  an  act  which  does  not  allow  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  do  anything  except  what  the  act  provides. 
We  certainly  can  go  through  the  balance  of  the 
year,  and  thi  n  let  us  petition  the  Legislature  to 
allow  us  to  make  a  )noper  consolidation  of  the 
two  boards;  then  1  do  not  see  why  we  cannot  unite 
upon  something. 

AUlernian  Hall— I  think  it  is  fortunate  that  the 
city  of  Boston  possesses  so  able  a  man  who  can 
oppose  a  Fire  Commission  and  stand  up  here 
and  advocate  another  commission  in  the 
same  breath.  The  gentleman  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  which  it  is  proposed  to  abolish, 
and  he  says  we  do  not  produce  anything  that  be 
can  vote  for.  We  asked  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  produce  something,  and  they 
have  given  us  a  commission  that  was  not  contem- 
plated at  all.  I  cannot  understand  whj  «  maii 
should  stand  here  ard  do  ore  thin^  luanv  'nnti  an- 
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other  the  next.  Now  in  relation  to  this  City  Docu- 
ment No.  31.  It  is  stated  there  that  the  niembcrs 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  shall  hold  office 
until  their  successors  are  ai)i)ointed.  Now,  by 
the  act  of  annexation  it  is  provided  tliat  the 
members  of  the  Mystic  Water  Hoard  shall 
continue  to  hold  officii  for  the  term  for  which 
they  were  elected,  and  that  said  board  shall  cou- 
tiniie  a  separate  organization  until  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  shall  determine  to  unite  it  with  the 
Cocliituate  Water  Board.  Accordin}^  to  that  act, 
cannot  the  city  of  Boston  till  all  vacancies  there? 
I  have  submitted  that  (luestion  to  the  best  let;-al 
authority  in  the  city  of  l>o>ton,  and  tl.ey  tell  me 
that  ws  can;  and  they  tell  me  that  this  new  com- 
mission will  have  power  to  taKe  the  Connecticut 
River  and  we  have  jrot  to  pay  the  bill.  If  this 
lejiislation  is  fair  and  just  to  tlie  people,  I  fail  to 
comprehend  m  hat  justice  is. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  could  test  the  gentleman's 
position  by  referring  to  his  previous  action  as  he 
has  leferred  to  mine.  I  think  he  voted  for  a  Fire 
C<unmission  last  year,  in  the  other  branch,  and  in 
twelve  montl'.s  he  has  changed.  His  record  does 
not  wear  well.  Mine  has  worn  well.  I  think  that 
our  committees  should  control  the  commissions. 
You  may  call  them  commissions  if  you  like,  but 
you  must  have  somebody  who  is  paid  for  doing 
the  work. 

Alderman  Peters— I  wish  publicly  to  state  that  I 
have  found  no  fault  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  0.  I  think  he  is  an  honest,  square  man, 
even  if  he  does  favor  this  commission.  I  think  he 
is  mistaken,  but  I  have  no  intention  of  slurring 
him. 

Alderman  Brooks — There  is  a  great  deal  said 
about  the  Myotic  Water  Board.  Tliey  are  alluded 
to  with  great,  praise,  and  others  condemn  the  Co- 
cliituate Water  Board  for  non-attendance  at  the 
meetings;  and  gentlemen  come  to  this  Board  and 
say  they  ought  to  be  paid  for  their  services. 
Now,  the  point  is  just  this:  If  we  had  had  a  Co- 
cliituate Water  Board  who  had  attended  to  their 
business  we  should  not  have  been  here  at  work 
upon  a  water  commission  today.  It  is  a  tlowery 
argument  the  gentleman  uses  when  he  says  the 
Cocliituate  Water  Board  liave  done  great  services. 
I  think  we  have  some  members  of  that  board  who 
have  attended  to  their  business,  but  others  have 
not.  I  say  let  the  blame  rest  where  it  belongs. 
If  we  have  not  a  competent  Water  Board,  and 
there  is  a  vacancy  to  fill,  or  if  any  member  of  that 
board  does  not  attend  to  his  duties,  I  think  it  is 
proper  for  this  Government  to  ask  him  to  resign 
ami  give  place  to  a  man  who  will.  I  certainly  be- 
lieve that  any  man  who  conies  here  to  the  Gov- 
ernuient  and  accepts  such  a  position  should  attend 
every  meeting  and  not  be  absent.  Then  there 
wouid  be  no  reason  for  matters  being  delayed  and 
not  attended  to.  The  members  of  this  Board 
come  here  and  attend  to  the  business  regularly. 
We  have  never  had  to  adjourn  a  single  meeting 
this  year  on  account  of  a  want  of  a  (luoruni.  Now, 
I  move  that  this  whole  matter  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  from  which  it  came,  that  they  may 
have  the  assistance  of  the  gentleman  who  repre- 
sents the  Cocliituate  Water  ±5oard  here.  Then  I 
think  we  should  get  what  the  city  wants,  and  not 
have  to  establish  another  commission. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
any  reason  for  me  to  reply.  But  I  will  state  that  I 
have  always  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Co- 
cbituate  Water  Board  unless  a  meeting  of  this 
Board  or  some  committee,  of  which  I  was  chair- 
man, occurred  at  the  same  hour,  which  has  often 
been  the  case. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  would  state  that  I  did  not 
intend  to  allude  to  the  gentleman  at  all,  because  I 
have  known  him  many  years  and  know  that  he 
attends  to  the  duties  of  any  position  in  which  he 
may  be  placed. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  to  specially  as- 
sign took  pi'ecedencc  of  the  motion  to  recommit. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially assigned  for  Monday  next  at  five  o'clock  P.M. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  recommending  the  granting 
of  the  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  of  John 
D.  Rendall,  Monument  street,  iiear  Eliot;  and 
Holt,  Stedman  &  Co.,  East  Dedham  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets,  to  whom  weie  referred  th  •  resolve  and 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers for  the  widening  of  Beach  street  on  the  south- 
erly side,  between  Washington  street  and  Har-ri 


son  avenue— Report  that  the  City  Council  concur  in 
the  passage  of  said  resolve  and  "order  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  reiiue"=ted  to  report  an 
order  providing  the  means.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolve  and  ordtr  for  the  widening  of  Beach 
street  was  then  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2 — Aldermen 
Brooks  and  i'rescott  voting  in  the  netrative. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  Committee  ou  Licenses 
— Reports  as  follows : 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Andrew  CuUen, 
to  exhibit  two  giraffes  in  Bumham's  building,  on 
Tremoiit  street,  near  School  street. 

Mirors'  Applications  Granted— Eight  newsboys 
arjd  one  bootblack. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted — N.  W.  Hahn, 
24  Maveri:k  street;  J.  D.  K.  Willis  and  fourteen 
others  (renewals);  N.  H.  Kingsley,  81  Washington 
street;  Jeremiah  Dean,  113  "Washington  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — John  Lunlap, 
1691  Washington  street  ;  Leopold  Bauman,  101 
Devonshire  street;  Jacob  (irutter,  85  Pvnchon 
street;  J.  F.  Reynolds,  130  and  132  Eliot  street. 

Inuholders'  License  Granted — Michael  Keenan, 
52  Marginal  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — William  Wilson, 
84  Dorchester  avenue;  David  J.  Simmons,  1104 
Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Akieriuan  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — Report  that  the  two  primary 
schoolhouses.  East  Boston,  severally  on  Princeton 
and  Lexington  street,  are  completed  and  occu- 
pied. The  additional  amount  asked  for  to  com- 
plete these  houses,  in  the  appropriation  for  1874-75, 
was  §12,000.  In  this  amount  it  was  intended  to 
include,  besides  the  cost  for  heating  and  furnish- 
ing, the  amount  necessary  for  building  a  bell 
tower  for  the  Priiiceton-.-treet  house,  together 
with  a  retaining  wall  for  the  yard,  but  the  same 
was  for  some  cause  overlooked.  The  cost  of  said 
bell  tower  auol  retaining  w  all  is  about  S6340.  There  is 
still  a  small  balance  remaining  of  the  approi)ria- 
tion,  in  addition  to  which  there  will  be  required 
the  sum  of  S5200  to  meet  the  bills  unpaid  on  the 
building,  and  the  committee  would  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  tne  Auiiitor  of  Accounts  be  au- 
thorized to  transfer  from  unexpended  balances 
of  appropriation-,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  S5200,  the  same 
to  be  added  to  the  amount  already  authorized  for 
the  new  primary  schoolhouses  in  East  Boston. 

The  report  and  order  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

By  Alderman  Peters,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  of  the  Gibson  and  Stoughton 
trust  funds— Report  that  they  have  examined  said 
accounts  and  the  several  vouchers  therefor,  aiut 
have  found  the  same  to  be  correct  as  certified  by 
the  Citj' Treasurer;  from  which  it  apjiears  that 
the  Gibson  School  Fund  on  April  30, 1874,  amount- 
ed to  «il7,5y5. 79  aiHl  a  lot  of  land  in  Ward  16;  and 
that  the  Stoughton  Poor  Fund  on  April  30,  1874, 
amounted  to  $885.02;  and  the  Stoughton  School 
Fund  to  S4140. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Report  on 
petition  of  Thomis  Hartnett,  recommending  that 
petitioner  be  allowed  to  remove  a  tree  from  side- 
walk 111  front  of  his  premises  at  corner  of  Union 
.and  Lynde  streets,  Chaiiestown,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense.   Accepted. 

Report  on  order  of  notice  in  reference  to  the  re- 
moval of  a  tree  from  Richmond  street.  Ward  16, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
be  directeil  to  take  down  and  remove  the  old  ap- 
ide  tree  standing  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
estate  owned  by  Andrew  H.  Potter,  on  Richmond 
street.  Ward  16,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Coiintv  Builtlings,  who  "were  directed  to  select  lo- 
cations and  report  estimates  of  the  cost  for  the 
several  court  rooms  which  will  be  required  for  the 
Municipal  District  Courts,  established  by  chapter 
271  of  the  acts  of  1874 — Report,  after  a  personal 
and  careful  examination  of  the  premises,  that  the 
court  room  for  East  Boston  can  be  provided  for 
the  jiresent  at  the  wardroom  of  Ward  1,  that  of 
South  Boston  can  be  located  in  the  house  of  Hook 
&  Ladder  Company  No.  5,  with  some  alterations 
in  said  building ;  that  for  West  Roxbury  can  be 
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located  in  the  new  police  station ;  that  for  Brighton 
can  be  established  in  the  old  Town  Hall;  ana  the 
court  for  the  Charlestown  District  will  remain  iu 
its  present  quartets,  ^he  estimates  for  the  re- 
quired alterations  and  for  the  necessary  furniture 
are  recited  in  the  acconi])an\ing  orders,  whose 
passages  is  recommended  by  tne  committee : 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  court  room  for  tlie  East  Bos- 
ton District  be  pstablished  at  the  wardroom  of 
Ward  1,  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  tliat  the 
Committee  on  Cour.ty  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
make  the  necessary  repairs  and  to  furnish  the  ap- 
propriate furniture  therefor,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing ,s2000;  to  be  charged  to  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  South 
Boston  District  be  established  in  the  building  now 
occupied  by  liook  and  Ladder  Company  Ko.  5, 
until  other\vi-e  ordered,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  County  Buildings  be  authorized  to  make  the 
necessary  alterations  and  repairs,  and  to  furnish 
the  appropriate  furniture  therefor,  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  $4000:  to  be  charged  to  tlie  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  West  Rox- 
bury  District  be  established  in  the  new  police  sta- 
tion, until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Buildings  be  authorized  to  make 
the  necessary  repairs  andto  furnish  the  appro- 
priate furniture  therefor,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars ;  to  oe  charged  to  the  County 
of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  Brighton 
District  be  established  in  the  old  Town  House  until 
otherwise  ordered,  and  that  tlie  Committee  on 
County  Buildings  be  authorized  to  make  the  nece:-- 
sary  repairs,  and  to  furnish  the  appro])riate  fur- 
niture therefor,  at  a  cost  dot  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  to  be  charged  to  the  Countv  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  Charles- 
town  District  be  established  in  its  juesent  location 
in  the  City  Hall  Building  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading  at  the  present  session. 

Alderman  Peters  inquired  wliether  the  court 
]  00111  in  West  Roxbnry  were  to  be  in  the  first  or 
third  story  of  the  I'.oHce  station. 

Alderman  Emeiy  replied  that  fcr  the  present  it 
•would  be  in  the  first  story.  If  at  any  time  they 
can  findjother  quarters  it  can  be  removed. 

The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Akierman  Emery,  for  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  ad- 
dress as  relates  to  a  new  court  house ; '  also,  the 
petition  of  the  members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  in 
relation  to  the  same  matter,  and  al-^o  the  petition 
of  Marshall  P.  AVilder  and  others  that  a  site  be 
selected  on  Beacon,  Somerset  orEowdoin  streets — 
Report,  that  the  necessiiy  for  a  new  court  house 
for  Suffolk  County  is  admitted  by  all  parties  who 
have  any  connection  or  business'  with  any  of  the 
courts  now  held  in  tlie  present  structure.  As  your 
committee  fully  agree  in  that  necessity,  which  has 
grown  more  iniperative  since  the  recent  enlarge- 
ment of  Suffolk  County,  no  arguments  need  be 
adduced  here  on  that  point.  There  is  no  dilfer- 
ence  of  opinion  in  the  community  except  upon  a 
site.  Your  committee  have  also  had  this  branch 
of  the  subject  under  consideration  to  a  limited 
extent;  but,  in  order  that  they  may  be  empowered 
to  advance  this  subject  towards  some  definite 
action,  they  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  (lirected  to  select  and  to  report  to  this 
board  a  suitable  site  for  a  new  court  house  and 
court  yard  in  this  county;  and,  that  they  procure 
a  plan  and  the  estimated  cost  of  said  site. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  tabie. 

Alderman  Emery — This  matter  comes  from  a 
veiy  large  number  of  citizens  who  are  very  ur- 
gent that  some  movement  should  be  made  by"  the 
City  Government  in  relation  to  a  court  house.  If 
any  action  is  to  be  taken  you  cannot  object  to  the 
passage  of  that  order. 

Alderman  Peters — It  seems  to  nie  that  when 
there  is  any  large  amount  of  money  to  be  sjjeiit  in 
this  city,  avery  large  number  of  taxpayers  will 
sign  the  petition.  I  think  we  had  better  wait  till 
next  year,  before  taking  any  steps  for  a  new  court 
house. 

Alderman  Emery— All  that  order  calls  for  is  the 
selection  of  a  site  and  some  estimate  of  the 
cost.  Then  we  can  take  such  action  as  we  please. 
It  will  incur  no  expense. 


Alderman  Peters — How  are  plans  and  estimates 
to  be  made  without  any  expense? 

Alderman  Cutter— There  is  nothing  put  into  the 
tax  levy  for  a  court  house  this  year,  and  I  shall 
hope  tliat  we  will  not  borrow  money  to  ilo  it. 

Alderman  Peters — Are  there  to  be  estimates  for 
a  building? 

The  Chairman— The  order  reads  estimates  for  a 
site. 

Alderman  Emery — They  are  to  select  a  site  and 
rejiort  to  this  Board. 

Alderman  Harris's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  lost— 4  for,  10  as;ainst. 

Alderman  Frescott— I  can  see  no  objection  to 
the  passage  of  this  order  in  its  p''esent  shape.  It 
simply  states  what  must  be  evident  to  everybody, 
that  we  need  a  new  court  house.  If  the  order  is 
passed,  the  committee  will  be  empowered  to  look 
up  a  site  for  a  court  house  and  present  it  to  this 
Board,  which  can  then  say  whether  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient to  purchase  the  site  this  year.  It  may  be 
that  under  certain  circumstances  a  bargain  can 
be  liad  this  year.  I  do  not  make  this  statement  be- 
cause the  Committee  on  County  Buildings  have 
any  site  in  view.  We  do  not  commit  ourselves  to 
the  purchase  of  a  site  this  year. 

Alderman  Hall— This  is  tbe  first  step  we  are 
about  to  take  for  the  exi)euditure  of  at  least  a 
million  dollars  for  a  new  court  house.  The  ques- 
tion is  not  whether  we  need  a  new  court  house, 
but  have  we  got  the  money  to  pay  for  one  ?  And 
if  we  have  not  the  money,  will  not  the  old  court 
house  answer  till  we  have?  We  might  as  well 
look  squarely  in  the  face  this  prospect  of  having 
to  pay  ten  millions  ot  dollars  for  water,  and  1 
think,  with  all  jur  prospective  debts  we  had  better 
not  spend  this  money  for  a  new  court  house. 

Aldeiman  Power— I  believe  the  most  effectual 
way  of  disposing  of  this  matter  is  to  pass  this 
order  and  let  the  committee  select  a  site  if  they 
see  tit.  I  am  opposed  to  a  new  court  house,  be- 
cause I  believe  we  have  got  to  ?ecure  an  addition- 
al supply  of  water  and  incur  other  large  expenses. 
But  1  believe  the  best  way  is  to  select  a  site,  and 
that  will  put  a  quietus  upon  the  new  court  house 
for  this  year  at  least. 

Alderman  Harris — My  opposition  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  I  have  eiuleavored  for  the  last 
two  months  to  obtain  the  dimensions  of  the  old 
court  house.  But  no  one  seems  to  know  them.  I 
have  asked  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings,  and 
he  has  promised,  week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month,  but  x  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
them.  I  have  asked  for  them  with  a  view  of  con- 
sulting in  regard  to  the  new  court  house.  I  sup- 
pose the  committee  do  not  know  how  many  square 
feet  of  land  the  building  occupies;  if  they  do,  they 
know  more  than  the  Superintendent  does. 

Alderman  Peters — I  should  like  to  .suggest  that 
the  committee  add  another  story  to  the  old  court 
house  and  put  in  an  elevator. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  like  to  see  so  much 
time  spent  on  a  small  matter.  We  have  just 
passed  an  order  widening  Beach  street,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  S18£,000,  and  not  a  word  was  said  about 
it.  But  heie  is  a  matter  of  a  hundred  dollars,  and 
there  is  half  an  hour's  talk.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass  so  as  to  give  the  committee  something  to  flo. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"and  the  probable  cost  of  building  to  cover  said 
site." 

Tiie  amendment  wi»,s  los'  ■ —  6  for,  4  against, 
and  the  order  vi^as  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom'weie referred  the  petitions 
of  Richard  Leeds,  Martin  Hayes  and  .Johnson  & 
Came,  for  extension  of  time  iu  which  to  biulil  on 
lanti  purchased  of  the  city — Reports  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
the  two  lots  of  land  on  Albany  street,  corner  of 
Sharon  street,  as  purchased  of  tiie  city  by  Richard 
Leeds,  in  June,  1872,  be  extended  to  July  1,  1875, 
upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
the  two  lots  of  land  on  Albany  and  Newton  streets, 
as  purchased  of  the  city  by  Martin  Hayes,  in  June, 
1872,  be  extended  to  July  1,  1875,  upon  condition 
that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  cf  Public 
Lands  the  sum  of  .§200  within  ten  days  from  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  buUd  ujjon 
five  lots  of  land  on  Harrison  avenue,  near  Newton 
street,  as  purchased  oi  the  city  by  Johnson  & 
Came,  in  April,  1872,  be  extended  to   July  1,1875, 
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upon  coinlition  that  they  pay  to  the  Supeiinteud- 
ent  of  i'uhlic  l>an(ls  the  sum  of  .*oOO  within  ten 
(lays  from  tlie  jjassatre  of  this  order. 

Severally  r('a<l  twiee  and  passed. 

I5y  .Vldeiinau  (utter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports  reeommeudiujj;  the  passage  of  the 
followinti'  orders: 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday,  July  13, 
at  four  o'clock  1'.  M.,  on  petition  of  Metropolican 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  another  tr,.ek 
in  Wasliinji'ton  street  from  Essex' street  to  Tem- 
l)le  place.    Passed. 

Ordered,  In  ad<Ution  to  the  rifrht^  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Comjiany  to 
liiy  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  an  adiluional  track  as  follows,  viz. : 
Commencing  at  a  point  in  the  track  of  said  com- 
pany on  Washington  street,  thirty-five  feet  south 
of  the  southerly  line  of  Cornhill,  thence  upon  said 
"Washington  street  and  ticross  Cornhdl  to  Wash- 
iugtou-street  extension,  thei.ce  upon  and  over 
said  Washington-street  extension  to  Haymarket 
square,  thence  across  Haymarket  square  to  the 
tracks  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  on 
said  square  near  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Station;  .said  track  being  the  westerly  track  shown 
in  red  lines  on  a  plan  drawn  by  W.  S.'  Earhour  and 
A.  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  June  22,  1874, 
and  depo.-ited  in  the  ottice  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.  Said  company  shall  also  have  the 
light  to  connect  by  a  curved  track  the  track  locat- 
ed liy  this  order  with  the  most  northerly  track  of 
said  company  now  laid  down  on  Hanover  street; 
also  to  connect  by  a  curveil  track  the  track  locat- 
ed by  this  order  with  the  track  of  said  comiiany 
now'laid  down  in  Jierrimac street.  Said  company 
shall  also  have  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use, 
with  its  cars,  the  track  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  located  by  the  Board  of  Allernien  on 
this  date  in  Cornhill,  Washington  si;reet  and 
Haymarket  square.  The  right  to  lay  down 
the'  tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon 
the  condition  that  the"  whole  work  of  lay 
ing  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used  in 
paving  said  tracks  shall  be  "under  the  ilirection 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall 
be  apjiroved  by  them.  Also,  upon  the  condit.on 
that  the  said"  jVletropolitan  Railroad  Company 
shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall  agree 
in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein 
contained,  and  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  City  Clerk  wHhin  thirty  days  of  the  date 
of  its  passage ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
citv  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  a  single  track  as  follows,  viz. :  Com- 
mencing at  a  point  in  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  on  Cornhill  thirty  feet  west  of  the  west- 
erly line  of  Washington  street ;  thence  by  a 
curved  track  in  Cornhill  to  Washington-street 
extension ;  thence  upon  and  over  said  Washington- 
street  extension  to  Haymarket  square;  thence 
across  said  Haymarket  square  to  the  tracks  of  the 
Middlesex  Raihoatl  Company  as  now  laid  down  in 
Haymarket  square,  opposite  the  foot  of  Cross 
street ;  said  single  track  being  the  easterly  track 
drawn  in  blue  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  W.  S.  Bai- 
bour  and  A.  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  June 
22,  1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  Said  company  shall  also 
have  the  right,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  enter  upon  and  use'with 
its  cars  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  located  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
this  date  in  Washington-street  extension  and 
Haymarket  square.  Said  company  shall  also 
have  the  right  to  connect  the  track  located 
by  this  order  with  the  track  of  the  Metroiiolitan 
Railroad  Company  between  Brattle  and  Elm 
streets.  The  right"  to  lay  down  the  track  located 
by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole 
work  of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  track,  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  said "  Mitldlesex  Railroad  Coni])any 
shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall  agree 
in  writing  to  conii)ly  with  the  conditions  herein 
contained,  aiiil  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date 
of  its  passage ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  "null  and  void. 


Orders  to  pav  Jane  Cook,  23  and  25  Central 
street,  .^1764.G0;  "Edward  D.  I'eters,  19  and  21  Cen- 
tral street,  5il6.33..35;  Fifty  Associates,  7  to  17  Central 
street,  .S(>818,  severally  for  grade  damages  at  the 
places  named. 

Severally  read  once. 

liy  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committtee  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  I'olice,  be  author- 
ized to  make  such  small  repairs  as  may  be  required 
on  the  several  police  station  houses"  during  the 
present  year;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July 
next,  officers  of  the  Police  Department  who  are  in 
full  uniform  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries  free  of  toll,  and  the  uniform  of  the  offi- 
cer shall  be  a  sulHcieiit  warrant  for  his  free  pas- 
age  without  any  ticket  or  check. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  lor  the  Committee  on 
Claims — Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petitions  of  Mary  Jane  Wood,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  sidev  alk  of  Eastern  avenue;  and 
Isaac  Lorey,  for  compensation  for  damage  caused 
by  collision  with  a  hose  carriage  on  Cambridge 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  concur  with  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  in  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  the  taking  of  the  property  of  the  Beach-street 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  accomiianies  the 
order  for  the  widening  of  Beach  streeu. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  and  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  property,  and  the  question  was  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters,  the 
Chairman  stated  that  there  would  be  about  five 
thousand  feet  left  after  cutting  off  what  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  move  that  that  matter  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  if  the  motion  prevails,  I 
will  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolve  and 
order  for  the  widening  of   Beach  street. 

The  Chairman — This  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
ortpr  already  passed,  and  should  have  been  acted 
upon  at  the  same  time  as  the  other  was. 

Alderman  i'rescott — I  must  say  that  I  did  not 
know  that  it  would  come  up.  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  too  important  a  matter  to  be  passed  upon  so 
liurrie<lly.  I  wish  to  vote  intelligently,  and  ask  a 
week's  d'elay. 

Alderman  Peters— If  the  Alderman  only  wants 
more  time  I  shall  oppose  the  motion.  This  order 
took  its  first  reading  a  week  ago.  The  Street  Com- 
mittee and  Commissioners  were  united  in  opinion 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  I  remarked  before,  when 
a  very  large  amount  of  money  is  pending  it  goes 
through  uiis  Board  without  "much  discussion.  I 
hope  the  motion  will  prevail.  The  matter  is  not 
thoroughly  understood.  I  think  myself  that  we 
should  hesitate  before  running  the  city  further 
into  debt. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  surprised  at  the  re- 
marks of  the  eentleman  from  the  Jamaica  Plain 
District.  He  hoped  that,  if  I  only  desired  more 
time,  the  motion  would  not  prevail.  I  can  say  for 
myself  that  I  have  not  bad  time  to  investigate  the 
subject.  I  do  not  think  it  is  such  easy  work  to 
perform  the  duties  of  an  Alderman  of  "this  city. 
For  the  past  week  I  have  given  all  my  time  to  the 
city,  and  have  not  had  a  moment  for"  this  matter. 
If  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  having  this 
resolve  and  order  huiTie<l  through,  that  is  another 
matter.    But  I  do  not  know  of  such  an  exigency. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  question  was  not 
debatable  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Alderman  Worttiington — This  matter  has  been 
before  the  City  Government  for  several  years.  The 
street  would  have  been  widened  two  years  ago 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fire.  There  is  more 
travel  there  now  than  there  was  before  the 
fire,  and  we  can  purchase  that  church  at  a 
much  less  expense  than  we  could  then.  Al- 
though we  have  appropriated  S188,000  for  wid- 
ening this  street,  we  shall  receive  a  large 
sum  back  from  the  betterments  and  for  the 
remainder  of  this  property.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
trustees,  the  part  that  remains  will  be  worth  as 
much  as  what  we  pay  for  the  entire  lot.  They 
think  they  can  remove  their  church  at  a  less  ex- 
pense than  heretofore,  and  therefore  they  come 
to  us  and  say,  "If  you  will  let  us  have  that  money, 
we  will  consent  to  the  widening."  The  Street 
Commissioners  say  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
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"This  widening  should  oe  done  now ;  we  were  of 
the  same  opinion  two  years  ago,  and  the  order 
would  have  been  passed  then  had  it  not  been  for 
the  fire."  Public  exigency  requires  it.  The  whole 
amount  of  damages  to  this  estate  put  in  here  is 
only  $58,129. 

Alderman  Catter— Will  the  gentleman  please 
tell  us  what  the  damage  will  be  if  it  lies  over  a 
week  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  know  any 
great  damage,  but  the  matter  has  been  before  the 
trustees  and  the  committee  ever  since  I  have  been 
on  the  committee.  Four  weeks  ago  the  trustees 
were  in  a  contlition  to  buy  some  property,  but 
they  dill  not  think  fit  to  close  a  bargain  until  they 
liati  arranged  this  matter  with  the  city. 

Alderman  Peters  exi)laiued  that  he  did  not 
allude  to  Aldermen  having  an  easy  time  but  to 
the  face  that  Aldermen  gave  more  time  to  the  city 
than  members  of  commissions  do. 

Alderman  Emery— I  voted  for  the  resolve  and 
order,  but  if  any  gentleman  wishes  to  look  into 
the  matter  I  have  no  objections. 

AUlerman  Prescott  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Worthington  the  order (tj  take  the  property  of  the 
Beach-street  Church)  was  specially  assigned  for 
next  Monday  at  six  o'clock. 

Alderman  "Prescott— I  move  to  reconsider  the 
Vote  by  which  the  resolve  and  order  to  widen 
Beach  street  was  passed. 

The  question  was  put  and  declared  lost.  Alder- 
man Prescott  doubted  the  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter  inquired  if  laying  the  motion, 
for  a  reconsideration,  on  the  table  would  not  keep 
the  whole  matter  in  this  Board. 

The  Chairman— It  is  a  separate  matter  entirely. 
The  Board  have  already  voted  to  concur  with  the 
commissioners  in  the  order  for  the  widening  of 
Beach  street,  at  an  expense  of  $188,000.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  a  reconsitleration  of  that  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understand  that  very  well, 
but  I  understooil  the  Chairman  to  say  that  "it  was 
an  oversight  that  the  other  order  ilid  not  pass  at 
the  same  time. 

The  Chairman — It  was  an  oversight. 

The  question,  ou  reconsideration,  was  put  and 
declared  lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
result  was  verified  by  a  rising  vote — 6  for,  6 
against — and  the  reconsideration  was  lost. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  a  petition  from 
Joseph  Bird,  and  in  accordance  therewith  submit- 
ted the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Joseph  Bird 
to  set  fire  to  a  wooden  structure  on  the  Fort  Hill 
grounds  adjoining  the  engine  house,  on  July  I 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  said  fire  by 
the  aid  of  the  Johnson  jnimp. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts — 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  office  for  the 
Second  Assistant  District  Attorney  for  Sufliolk 
County,  the  sum  of  four  hundreti  dollars  per  an- 
num, payable  in  (luarterly  instalments,  beginning 
on  the  l4th  of  April,  A.  D.,  1874;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  county  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Aldertnan  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets- 
Order  to  pay  ^y.  F.  Bennett  .^92.28,  for  damages 
occasioned   by   laying   out     Lincoln     street,     in 
Brighton,  by  vote  of  that  town  of  June  13, 1873. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  E.  Lingham  ;*!70,  for  ilam- 
ages  occasioned  by  widening  of  Dudley  street. 

Order  to  pay  Georoe  W.  Webster  $478.75,  for 
damages  occasioned  by  widening  St.  James 
street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harric,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sjreets— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  authorized,  if  they  deem  it  expedient, 
to  sell  by  auction  the  portion  of  the  Boston  Post 
estate,  at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Devenshire 
streets,  which  remains  after  the  widening  of 
Water  street;  or  to  procure  plans  and  estimates 
for  moving  back  or  remodelling  the  building 
thereon  ;  the  expense  of  procuring  the  plans  and 
estimates  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District 
loan. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  this  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  postpone  it  for  one 
week.    Lost^  and  the  order  was  passed  to  a  sec- 


ond reading— 7  for,  3  against— by  a  rising  vote, 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott— i  trust  that  order  will  not 
pass.  There  appears  to  be  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  shove  orders 
through  here,  without  giving  members  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  them.  They  seem  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  because  they  have  taken  a  week's 
time  to  investigate  a  subject,  others  should  be  as 
familiar  with  it  as  they  are.  1,  for  one,  protest 
against  putting  orders  thiough  here,  covering  an 
expense  of  §150,000,  without  giving  members  an 
opportunity  for  examination.  I  move  the  order  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  with  the  Alderman, 
and  think  that  unless  there  is  some  special  reason 
for  haste  an  order  should  lie  over. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  every  reason  in  the 
world  why  this  order  should  not  lie  over.  Here  is 
a  valuable  property  standing  idle,  and  the  city  is 
losing  the  interest'on  the  money. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— The  reason  for  asking  for  the 
passage  of  this  order  at  the  present  time  is  that 
this  building  comes  into  posse.-sion  of  the  city  on 
or  before  the  first  of  September,  and  unless  we 
prepare  to  make  some  disposition  of  it  soon  it 
may  remain  on  our  hands  until  the  first  of  next 
April.  We  only  ask  for  authority  to  sell,  if  that 
is  deemed  expedient.  It  is  to  make  no  further 
purchase,  but  to  sell  what  we  have  on  our  hands. 
It  requires  joint  action,  and  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  City  Council  always  adjourns  during 
the  summer  months;  so  that  if  there  is  any  delay 
It  may  be  months  before  concurrent  action  can  be 
had  oa  this  order.  It  is  uroposed  to  set  back  the 
building  on  DevonsSiire  street  and  remodel  it,  and 
then  sell  it. 

This  order  contemplates  having  estimates  for 
plans  for  moving  back  and  remodelling  the  build- 
ing. It  cannot  involve  the  expenditure  of  over 
$100  or  $200.  I  for  one  do  not  think  the  Committee 
on  Streets  have  attempted  to  crowd  anything 
through  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This  matter  of 
the  widening  of  Beach  street  has  been  before  the 
City  Council  three  years,  and  I  am  surprised  that 
any  gentleman  should  offer  objecticns  to  the  wid- 
ening of  a  street  that  requires  it  so  much  as 
Beach  street.  The  estimate  of  $188,000  in- 
cludes $58,000  for  the  taking  of  the  land  of 
the  church  and  the  destruction  of  buildings 
enough  to  widen  the  street.  The  church  refused 
to  accept  the  amount  awarded,  but  this  amount  is 
some  $20,000  more  than  they  would  sell  for  two 
years  ago.  The  Street  Committee  and  commis- 
sioners have  had  this  matter  under  advisement 
four  months,  and  they  believe  it  the  cheapest  way 
to  widen  the  street,  "it  takes  only  about  1800  feet 
of  laud  from  the  church,  and  then  we  shall  have 
five  or  six  thousand  feet  left.  The  land  is  taken 
at  about  twelve  dollars  a  foot,  and  it  is  for  gentle- 
men to  judge  whether  that  is  a  high  price.  If 
member's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  not 
looked  into  this  matter  it  is  not  the  fault  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Hall,  Alder- 
man Clark  said  the  building  is  to  be  located  on  or 
before  the  first  of  April,  and  the  plans  should  be 
commenced  at  once. 

Alderman  Hall  did  not  think  the  Common  Coun- 
cil would  adjourn  f  i  om  July  to  September,  and 
Aldermnu  Clark  replied  that  they  did  so  last  year. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  there  was  ample  time 
for  the  order  to  be  acted  upon,  and  there  was  no 
need  of  haste. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  tlia:  he  would  withdraw 
all  objections  after  the  explanations  made.  He 
had  not  had  time  to  examine  the  subject  of  the 
Beach-street  widening  this  week,  but  he  could  not 
clearly  ^ee  the  necessity  of  the  widening  since 
Rneeiand  and  Essex  streets  had  been  widened, 
and  travel  was  much  better  accommodated  than 
before  the  fire. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

The  order  was  then  passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Com- 
mon be  directed  to  remove,  under  the  idvice  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  all  dead  or  nearly  dead  trees  from  the  sev- 
eral public  streets  of  this  city,  in  the  Charlestown 
District. 

Passed . 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
collected  and  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  by  the 
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SiipeiintPiident  of  Pawaibrokers'  Offices,  etc.,  the 
followinfi-iianicd  ^unis:  For  each  lieer.se  of  a 
pawubioker,  five  dollars;  for  each  license  of  a 
dealer  in  second-hand  articles,  three  dollars. 

In  reply  to  (juescions  by  Alderman  Harris,  Al- 
derman Kiji'clow  stated  that  no  fees  had  been  re- 
qixiied  hitherto,  but  it  was  thovifjl^t  nothinfr  but 
right  that  they  should  pay  for  the  license  as  the 
city  was  at  the  expense  of  keeping  an  officer  to 
look  after  them.  There  are  some  two  hundred 
pawnbrokers  and  dealers  in  second-hand  articles 
in  the  city. 

The  order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

By  Alderman  Sttbbins,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Mayor's  Jlessage  and  the  com- 
munication from  C. '  H.  Brainard  in  relation  to 
portraits  of  Charles  Sumner — Reports  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  resolves: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
be  presented  to  C.  H.  Brainard  and  other  contrib- 
utors for  the  very  valuable  portrait  of  Charles 
Sumner,  by  Edgar  Parker,  ■which  they  have  given 
to  the  city  of  iJoston. 

Resolve'd,  That  the  portrait  lie  placed  in  some 
suitable  position  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  F.  I).  Huntington  and  his  associates 
for  the  very  valuable  portrait  of  Charles  Sumner 
bj-  M.  Wight,  which  they  have  given  to  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  the  portrait  be  placed  in  some 
suitable  place  in  the  Public  Library. 

Severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  of  J.  L.  Cook,  amount- 
ing to  $2b,  charged  to  the  ajtpropriation  for  Sala- 
ries, and  of  S.  P.  Kelley,  amounting  to  SlOO, 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suf- 
folk, having  been  approved  in  the  usual  manner, 
be  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  incurred  in  procur- 
ing tlie  information  required  tinder  the  order  in 
relation  to  obtaining  an  adequate  snpjjly  of  water 
from  the  Cochitnate  and  Mystic  "basins,  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  an  Additional 
Supply  of  Water— the  liills  to  be  approved  by  the 
Cochitnate  Water  Board. 


Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Hartford  and  High 
streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  l)uild  a  sewer  in  Magazine  street,  be- 
tween George  and  Dudley  streets.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Third  street,  between 
O  and  P  streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  On 
expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Eighth  street. 
Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  on 
expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Rochester 
street.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next,  on 
expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  South  Eden 
street,  Charlestown.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  A.  F. 
Lash,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Chief 
of  Police,  to  close  Columbia  street,  between  Bed- 
ford and  Essex  streets,  against  public  travel  while 
the  building  known  as  the  "Columbia  building" 
is  being  demolished. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories- 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  of 
the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
Waverley  House,  Cha'lestown,  the  sum  of  §300 
per  annum ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

By  Alderman  Brooks  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines.  Reports  in  favor  of  granting  pe- 
titions of  Robert  Bishop  and  D.  W.  Lewis  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines.  Severally 
accepted. 

REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS    OF    PQBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Directors  of  Public  In- 
stitutions (City  Doc.  No.  57)  was  submitted,  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  eveiiing,  June  23,  to  hold  a 
convention  with  the  School  Committee. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    25,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting,  called  to  order,  in  the 
absence  of  the  I'resident,  by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
the  senior  member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  an  election  for  President  pro 
tem.  The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15,  Kent  of  Ward  21,  and  Cawley  of  Ward  2 
a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 42 

Necessary  to  a  choice 22 

J.  Q.  A.  Braekett  of  Ward  10  had 18 

H.  J.  Boardnianof  Ward  14 11 

George  A.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 8 

Benjamin  Dean  of  Ward  12 4 

Ebenezer  Adams  of  Ward  14 .  1 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease 
of  Ward  1,  a  .second  ballot  was  ordered. 

The  Chairman^The  Chair  will  take  occasion  to 
say  that  he  trusts  no  gentleman  will   vote  for  him 
hereafter,  as  he  is  not  a  candidate,  and  if  elected 
will  under  no  consideration  consent  to  serve. 
The  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Wliole  number  ot  votes..., 53 

J.  Q.  A.  Braekett 29 

H.  J.  Boarrtman 22 

Benjamin  Dean 2 

The  Chaiiman— It  appears,  by  the  report  of  the 
committee,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  Mr. 
Braekett,  is  elected  under  the  rule,  and  I  feel  hon- 
ored in  being  clothed  with  authority  to  invite  him 
to  take  the  chair. 
On  taking  th»  chair  Mr.  Braekett  said — 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council — I  thank  you,  very 
sincerely,  for  this  manifestation  of  your  confi- 
dence, and  will  endeavor  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  position  in  a  manner  that  shall  meet  your  ap- 
proval. 

PAPERS  FEOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Seventeenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  (City  Doc,  No.  57). 
Placed  on  tile. 

Petitions  of  Oilman  Page,  Mary  Holden  and 
Alpheus  Stetson.  Severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  .'5S5200  from  unex- 
pended balances  of  appropriations  to  the  amount 
authorized  for  new  primary  schoolhoiises.  East 
Boston.  Refe;'red  to  Committee  on  Finance,  in 
concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  Ac- 
counts of  the  Gibson  and  Stoughton  Trust  Funds. 
Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  Isaac  Lorey,  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  Cambridge  street;  of 
Mary  Jane  Wood,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received 
on  the  sidewalk  of  Eastern  avenue.  Severally 
accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  for  an  extension  of  time  to 
July  1,  1875,  for  Martin  Hayes  to  build  on  two  lots 
of  land  on  Albany  and  Newton  streets ;  for  Rich- 
ard Leeds  to  build  on  two  lots  of  land  on  Albany, 
corner  of  Sharon  street,  and  for  .lohnsou  &  Came 
to  build  on  five  lots  of  land  on  Harrison  avenue, 
near  Newton  street.  The  orders  were  severally 
read  twice  and  i)assed,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  resolutions  extending  thanks  to 
F.  D.  Huntington  anil  others  far  their  gift  of  a 
portrait  of  Charles  Sumner,  painted  by  M.  Wight, 
and  providing  for  the  placing  of  said  portrait  in 
the  Public  Librarv;  and  extending  thanks  to  C. 
H.  Brainard  and  others  for  their  gift  of  a  portrait 
of  Charles  Sumner,  painted  by  Edgar  Parker;  and 
providing  for  the  i)lacing  of  said  portrait  in  Fan- 
euil  Hall.  The  resolutions  were  severally  read 
twice  and  adopted. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  additional  primai-y 
school  accommodations  in  the  Prescott  District, 
Charlestown.    Order  passed  to  a  second   reading. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $300  per  annum  for  rent 
of  headquarters  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infant- 
ry, at  the  AVaverly  House,  Charlestown.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  charge  to  appropriation  for  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  water  the  expense  of  procuring 
information    relative    to   an  adequate    supply  of 


water   from  the  Cochituate  and    Mystic  basins. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  CONTRACT    FOR  THE   OFFI(,'IAL   REPORT. 

A  petition  of  the  Globe  Publishing  Company 
for  an  investigation  in  regard  to  the  award  of  the 
contract  for  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Council  came  from  the  other  branch 
referred  to  a  joint  .special  committee,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  Hall  and  Prescott,  with  such  as  the 
Common  Council  may  join. 

The  petition  was  lead,  and  the  question  was 
upon  concurring  in  the  reference. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  rise  to  make 
any  opposition  to  the  petition  going  to  a  special 
committee  of  conference,  but  I  hardly  think  there 
will  be  any  necessity  for  so  doing,  after  a  fair  state- 
ment of  the  case  has  been  made.  My  experience 
on  tbe  Committee  on  Printing,  and  in  this  branch 
of  the  City  Council  convinced  me  that  a  morning 
paper  could  not  do  this  work  properly,  and  aU  the 
evidence  I  can  get  from  any  other  source — espe- 
cially from  the  clerks  and  reporters— has  only  cor- 
roborate I  that  opinion.  We  had  projjosals  before 
us  from  three  different  papers.  As  that  petition 
states,  tlie  Globe  was  the  lowest  bidder.  As  near 
as  we  could  figure  it,  their  proposal  would  amount 
to  about  .*;4.500  for  the  year,  while  the  Transcript 
offered  to  do  the  work"  for  §6000.  From  the  best 
evidence  that  we  could  get  it  appeared  that  the 
city  circulation  of  the  Cilobe  was  4200  and  that  of 
the  Transcript  9200.  We  did  not  feel  as  though  it 
was  one  of  those  cases  where  it  was  necessary 
that  the  contract  should  be  given  to  the  lowest 
bidder.  We  felt  that  the  object  of  the  City 
Council  was  to  reach  the  largest  number 
of  readers  for  the  least  sum.  The  com- 
mittee decided — I,  for  one,  certainly  thought 
so,  and  I  suppose  the  others  did — that  for  six 
thousand  dollars  we  could  reach  a  much  larger 
number  of  readers  in  the  Transcript  than  we 
could  for  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in 
the  Globe,  and  we  would  thereby  give  better  sat- 
isfaction both  to  the  public  and  the  Council. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  believe,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  has  said,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  statement  in  the  petition  of  the  Globe 
Publishing  Company  upon  this  subject — that  their 
offer  was  considerably  less  than  that  made  by 
the  Transcript, and  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
the  committee  that  the  Globe  is  a  well-established 
paper,  that  its  proprietors  are  responsible  parties, 
and  that  it  can  do  what  any  morning  paper  could 
reasou.ibly  be  expected  to  do.  But  in  awarding 
this  contract  there  were  other  considerations 
besides  the  expense.  The  committee  gave 
a  very  careful  consideration  to  this  sub- 
ject ;  "  there  were  three  different  meetings  ; 
a  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  in  investigation, 
and  the  committee  decided  to  award  the 
contract  to  the  Transcript.  They  believed,  as  has 
been  said,  that  one  consideration  is  the  respect- 
ive circulation  of  the  two  papers.  Another  con- 
sideration— one  which,  perhaps,  infiuenced  me 
more  than  any  other — was  the  necessity  of  a  care- 
ful revision  of  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  City  Council,  both  by  the  clerks  of  the 
two  branches  and  liy  the  reporter.  We  be- 
lieved that  if  the  'City  Government  is  go- 
ing to  pay  for  publishing  reports  in  a  news- 
paper, it  was  the  first  duty  of  the  committee 
to  see  that  those  reports  are  as  correct  as 
possible,  and  from  the  consideration  they  gave 
the  subject,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that, 
with  the  late  meetings  which  are  held  both  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council",  it  is 
impossible  tor  a  morning  paper  to  give  what  we 
should  all  regard  as  correct  official  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council.  We  believed 
that  the  clerks  of  the  tw6  blanches  should— 
as  they  do  now — revise  the  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  it  would  be  impossible  fo-  them 
to  do  this  if  the  report  is  published  on  the 
morning  after  the  session.  This  is  particularly 
the  case  with  the  jiroceedings  of  the  Common 
Council.  When  we  take  into  consideration  that 
meetings  frequently  last  until  eleven  o'clock,  and 
that  four  or  five  hours  are  required  to  write  out 
what  has  occupied  but  a  single  hour  in  speaking, 
we  see  how  difficult  it  will  be  to  get  the  reports 
written  out  and  revised  carefully  in  time  for  a 
paper  which  goes  to  press  at  four  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  1  think  it  is  conceded  that  the  report 
is  done  in  as  careful  and  thorough  a  mixnner 
as  can  reasonably  be  expected  ;  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  it  has  seemed  to  the  committee, 
after  a  careful  investigation,  that  revision  by  the 
clerks  is  an  absolute    necessity   to   prevent   mis- 
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takes.  1  happened  to  get  hold  of  a  portion  of  the 
proof  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of 
this  Council  which  was  sent  to  the  clerk,  and  in 
that  one  column  there  were  three  important  mis- 
takes, and,  in  justice  to  the  reporter,  I  must  say 
that  he  could  not  be  held  responsible  for  them.  I 
am  told  by  our  clerk  that  this  is  a  fair  Fample  of 
the  mistakes  which  occur,  and  by  the  City  Clerk 
that  a  great  many  more  occur  in  the  report  of  the 
business  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  which  are 
corrected  before  the  time  for  publication.  Both 
the  clerks  agree  that  revision  is  necessary  to 
secure  accuracy.  It  is  very  easy  to  see  the  neces- 
sity of  a  revision  of  the  yeas  and  nays;  there- 
porter,  be  he  ever  so  correct,  cannot  always  be 
able  to  have  matters  stated  precisely  as  they 
occur;  their  are  informalities  in  the 
mode  of  putting  motions,  stating  questions 
and  designating  gentlemen — and  numberless 
other  opi)ortunities  for  mistakes  are  constantly 
occuiring,  to  obviate  which  a  careful  revision  is 
required,  not  only  by  the  clerks,  but  by  the  re- 
porter himself.  I  think  it  is  the  experience  of 
members,  that  if  their  remarks  are  to  be  reported 
and  gi^en  to  the  public,  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  look  o/er  the 
proofs  and  see  that  they  are  correctly  reported. 
These  were  the  considerations  that  particularly 
influenced  me  as  a  member  of  the  comaiittee. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0— Two  members  of  the 
committee  have  stated  their  reasons  for  acting  as 
they  have  in  this  matter,  and  as  another  member 
of  "that  committee  I  desire  to  say  that  1  agree 
entirely  with  them  in  the  conclusion  at  which  they 
arrived.      The    Globe's    bid    was     decidedly  the 
lowest;  that  is,  they  proposed  to  print  the  report 
for  three  cents  a  line  and  the  Transcript's  proposal 
was  about  four  and  a  third  cents.    But  it  ^teemed 
to  me  that  it  was  not  merely  a  question  which 
was    going    to     do     it    for    the     lowest    price 
per     line,     but    v.hat     the     re.'ipective     papers 
were  going  to  give  tlie  city  for  its  money.    Now, 
in  the  first  place,  the  circulation  seemed' to  be  an 
important  matter.    These  reports  are  printed  in 
order  to  convey  to  citizens  generally  full  informa- 
tion of  what  is  done  at  City  Hall.    Our  object  is 
to  send  this  report  among  the  leople,  and  if  one 
paper    circulates     but   half    as     much     among 
the    citizens   of    Boston    as     another,    it    seems 
to    ine    that   it    is    worth    a    great     deal     less 
to   have    the  report  in    that  paper.     We    made 
careful  inquiries  as  to  the  circulation  of  those  two 
papers  in  the  city ;    the  out-of-town  circulation 
see'med  to  be  immaterial.    We  obtained  from  the 
publishers  of  the   Transcript   a   statement   that 
their  circulation  within  the  city  limits  was  sub- 
stantially about  9200  copies  per  day.    The  publish- 
ers of  the  Globe  gave  a  similar  statement,  to  the 
effect    that    their    circulation    in  the    city   was 
4200    copies    per    day.      As  this  matter    was,    by 
accident,   incorrectly    stated    in    the    Board    of 
Aldermen,     I    desire    particularly    to    say    that 
this  statement  does   not    purport    to    give    the 
relative    circulations    of    those    two   papers    as 
a  whole,  but  only  in  the  city  of  Boston.    The  Tran- 
script is  especially  a  Boston  paper,  circulating 
largely  in  Boston  ;  while  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  the  circulation  of  the  Globe,  I  understand,  is 
out   of  town.     It   seemed  to   me  tnat  the  Tran- 
script, with  a  circulation  in  the  city  more  than 
twice  that  of  the  Globe,  and  the  price  it  asked 
not   being   near   double,    would   give   more   for 
the  money   and    make  it   substantially  the  low- 
est bidder.    As  to  the  necessity  for  correctness 
in  the  report  of  the  proceedings,  that  had  as  great 
weight  with  jne  as  itliad  with  the  other  gentlemen. 
I  am  sa  lisfied  that   it  is   important   to   have  the 
clerks  revise  thp  proceedings,  which   they  cannot 
do  if  die  rejjorts  are  published   in  a   morning  pa- 
per.   When  gentlemen  make  carefully  prepared 
statements  relative  to  matters  of   importance  be 
fore  the  Council,  they  often  desire   to  look  over 
their  remarks  and  see  whether  they    are  reported 
correctly.    A  very    slight   mistake'  may  spoil  the 
whole  point   to   what   is   said.     There    were    in 
the  report  of    my    remarks    at   the   last    meet- 
ing one  or  two  slight   mistakes    which,   though 
very  serious  as  affecting  the  sense,  were  wholly 
excusable  so  far  as  the   reporter  or  printer  were 
concerned.    These    I  corrected   on   reading  over 
the   proof.     Although   they  were  very  slight,  I 
should  have  been  sorry  to  have  had  thein  go  to  the 
public.    I  would  state  further,  that  the  commit- 
tee, being  restricted   to  spending  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $6000,  considered  that  they  ought  to  re- 
quire that  that  amount  should  be  the  limit  paid,  and 
that  any  paper  taking  the  contract  should  agree 
to  do  the  work  for  the  whole  year  for  $6000,  even  if 


it  came  to  more  than  that  at  the  rates  proposed 
by  them.  If  it  came  to  less  than  $6000,  the  city 
should  have  the  advantage  of  that.  The  expense 
is  not  to  exceed  $6000  for  the  year.  Last  year  the 
contract  was  made  in  such  a  way  that  the  appro- 
priation was  exceeded,  and  it  has  been  neces- 
sary this  spring  to  call  upon  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  an  additional  appropriation.  As  the 
committee  have  voted  there  is  no  possibility  of  a 
call  for  an  additional  appropriation  this  year. 
The  contract  is  to  be  made  on  tlie  terms 
proposed,  the  aggregate  not  to  exceed  $6000. 
As  near  as  we  could  estimate  this  work  at 
the  Transcript's  figures,  it  would  amount  to  $6500, 
but  we  voted  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the 
whole  year  should  not  in  any  event  exceed  the 
amount  appropriated  by  the  City  Council.  Those 
are  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  act  as  I  have 
done.  In  regard  to  an  investigation  of  what  the 
committee  has  done,  I  do  not  wish  to  stand  in  the 
way  if  the  Council  desire  to  have  one.  I  believe 
that  there  is  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts  and  the  only 
question  is  whether  or  not  we  have  jvidged  right- 
ly. Under  the  order  passed,  the  committee  were 
given  full  authority  to  make  the  contract,  and 
they  did  not  expect  to  be  overruled.  If  there  is 
any  charge  of  corrupt  motives,  I  hope  the  matter 
will  be  investigated.  If  theie  is  anything  to  be 
investigated ,  I  am  rot  the  one  to  object,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  th?  whole  matter  has  been  stated 
to  the  Council  by  the  committee,  and  if  the  Coun- 
cil think  we  erred,  notwithstanding  all  these 
reasons,  perhaps  the  lietter  plan  would  be  now  to 
pass  a  vote  instructing  the  committee  to  contract 
with  the  Glole. 

Mr.  Barms  of  Ward  11— We  have  heard  from  the 
three  members  of  the  committee, and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  for  the  (  oar.cil  to  decide  the  matter,  hav- 
ing clue  re'vni'd  tor  the  feelings  of  the  petitioners 
and  the  members  of  the  other  branch  and  also  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  who  have  already  decided 
to  give  the  contract  to  the  Transcript.  It  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  not  the  cheapest  price  which  is 
offered  by  the  Globe.  They  represent  in  their  pe- 
tition that  it  is,  but  as  I  understand  it,  $4500  pays 
for  a  circulation  in  4200  copies  of  the  Globe,  and 
300  sheets  for  the  use  of  the  City  Government; 
whereas,  $6000  pays  for  the  circulation  among  the 
people  who  are  paying  for  it  of  9200  copies  of  the 
Transcript  and  300  slips.  I  claim  that  the  Globe's  is 
not  the  cheaper  proposal,  and,  with  all  proper  re- 
.specc  for  the  petitioners  and  the  other  branch,  I 
shall  move  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners  and 
the  order  from  the  other  branch  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  that  the  action  of  the  committee, 
which  has  full  power,  and  which  has  always  been 
exercised  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  City  Council, 
may  be  carried  out  this  year. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  wish  to  ask  one  ques- 
tion, if  the  gentleman  fromWaid  11  will  withdraw 
his  motion  tor  a  moment. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  would  not  be 
in  order  at  this  time,  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  taking  precedence. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11— My  idea  in  making  the 
motion  was  to  have  the  matter  decided  bv  the 
Council,  but  with  proper  respect  for  all  parties. 
We  have  heard  all  that  can  be  learned,  it  seems  to 
me,  and  further  discussion  is  immaterial.  I  think 
the  Council  is  competent  to  decide  the  question. 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— With  all  due  respect  to 
the  committee,  I  believe  we  should  concur  in  this 
reference.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  committee  is- 
sued a  notice  for  proposals  for  reporting  and 
printing  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Government, 
and  they  made  no  mention  whether  it  should  be 
in  a  morning  or  an  evening  paper.  The  offer  was 
to  all  i)apers  and  no  mention  was  made  of  circula- 
tion. They  issued  their  notice  for  proposals  and 
two  bids  came  in,  one  from  the  Transcript,  which 
has  done  the  work  for  many  years,  and  one 
from  a  new  competitor.  We  all  know  that  it  is 
difficult  for  a  new  man  to  get  into  a  place.  It  is 
no  more  than  right  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Globe  should  have  a  hearing,  independent  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  The  committee  did  not 
advertise  for  the  evening  papers  alone,  but  for  all 
papers,  and  by  all  the  rules  of  justice  and  fairness 
the  contract  belongs  to  the  Globe.  It  is  immate- 
rial, it  is  nothing,  whether  the  circulation  be  4000 
or  6000.  If  a  gentleman  or  lady  rtishes  to  read  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  he  or  she  could  get 
a  copy  of  the  Globe  and  do  so,  just  as  they  do  now 
in  the  Transcript,  and  thereby  help  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  Globe,  which  in  my  estima- 
tion is  as  good  a  paper  as  the  Transcript.  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  help  appointing  the  committee 
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proposed  by  tlie  coordinate  branch  to  see  if  jus- 
tice has  been  done  jn  this  case. 

Mr.  Lonji  of  AVard  22—1  hope  tliat  the  Council 
will  concur  with  tlie  Hoard  of  Aldermen  in  the 
reference  of  this  matter  to  a  special  committee. 
It  seems  to  nie  tliat  the  consideration  which 
ought  to  luive  most  weight  with  tlie  Council  is 
whether  or  not  the  Boston  Daily  (ilobe  has  com- 
plied with  the  )e(iuireiiients  of  the  advertisement 
asking  for  projjosals.  If  it  has  and  its  publishers 
feel  that  by  the  action  of  the  committee  tliey  have 
been  aggrieved,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  perfect- 
ly ])roper  stej)  for  tbem  to  take  to  ask  the  City 
Government  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  rejection  of  their  i)roposal.  It  is  not  to  jus- 
tify the  I'rintiug  Committee  in  their  course,  or  to 
do  the  opposite,  hut  simply  to  grant  tliis  petition 
to  refer  this  matter  to  a  special  committee,  and 
aUow  that  committee  to  report  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, so  that  the  Boston  (ilobe  may  ascertain 
why,  all  things  being  considered,  its  bid.  though 
the  lowest,  was  not  accepted.  The  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  fiom  AVard  20,  in  relation 
to  circulation,  is  very  pertinent.  If  there  are  peo- 
ple in  this  city  who  purchase  the  Transcri]>t  to  as- 
certain the  doings  of  the  City  Council,  they  will 
purchase  the  Globe  for  the  same  reason.  I  aiii  not 
prepared,  as  a  member  of  tlie  City  (iovernment, 
to  say  that  it  affects  the  circulation  of  the  Tran- 
scrij/t,  but  if  it  does,  those  persons  who  desire  to 
read  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  will  purchase 
the  (ilobe  as  soon  as  they  know  that  the  Globe 
contains  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Boston 
Globe  has,  in  a  proper  spirit,  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  advertisement,  and  its  pub- 
lishers, feeling  aggrieved  at  the  action  of  the 
committee,  want  to  know,  through  an  investi- 
gating committee,  \\liy  their  bid,  being  the  lowest, 
was  thrown  out.  For  that  reason  1  sincerely  hope 
that  this  matter  will  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  regarding  it  more  as  a 
committee  of  investigation  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  petitioner  than  an  investigation  of  the  doings 
of  rhe  committee.  Such  action  by  the  Council 
will  be  a  very  proper  step  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  I  understand  the  mat- 
ter now  before  the  Council,  it  is  a  question  wheth- 
er or  not  a  joint  special  committee  shall  be  ap- 
pointed.   Am  I  right,  Mr.  President? 

The  President. — The  gentleman  has  stated  the 
question  correctly. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  would  seem  to  me, 
Mr.  President,  to  be  a  question  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  Standing  Committee  on  Printing  have  ex- 
ercised a  proper  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  and 
whether  or  not  they  have  come  to  a  proper  con- 
clusion upon  these'  propositions.  Well,  now,  sir, 
I  feel,  as  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  that  it  is  my  duty  to 
stand  by  the  report  of  that  committee,  believing 
it  to  be  "right,  and  for  good  reasons.  I  believe  the 
committee  have  done  right  in  the  exercise  of  their 
pow  ers  and  jurisdiction.  I  tliink  1  am  right  when 
I  say  that  they  have  full  autliority  to  make  a  con- 
tract, and  it  is  none  of  our  business  any  way. 
Nevertheless,  this  matter  comes  before  us 
in  the  form  of  a  petition,  which  it  is  right 
and  proper  to  entertain.  Now,  sir,  what  are 
the  reasons  of  the  committee  for  this  action? 
The  three  members  of  the  committee  have  stated 
their  reasons.  In  the  tirst  place,  if  I  understand 
them  aright,  they  believe  that  it  is  best  that  the 
doings  of  the  City  Council  should  be  printed  in  an 
evening  paper.  I  believe,  sir,  that  that  is'entirely 
correct.  I  do  not  believe  that  th-ire  is  a  morning 
paper  in  Boston  that  can  report  the  proieediugs 
of  the  City  Council  as  well  as  an  evening  paper 
could.  Well,  the  question  comes  as  to  whether 
the  Transcript  doss  the  work  correctly.  I  have 
had  occasion  to  say  something  in  this  Council, 
and  have  liad  occasion  to  examine  the  reports  be- 
fore they  were  published,  and  almost  without  ex- 
cei)tion  I  have  found  those  reports  to  be  correct. 
There  are  instances  where  errors  creep  in,  and 
they  will  creep  in,  owing  to  the  confusion  which 
sometimes  arises  here,  and  the  ideas  of  gentle- 
men, stated  here  as  roughly  as  mine  often 
are,  are  sometimes  not  reported  correctly. 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  correcting  the  re- 
port of  what  I  say,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
a  privilege  that  members  should  be  allowed. 
Now,  then,  upon  another  point— that  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  two  papers :  that  of  the  Transcript  is 
admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  double  that  of  the 
Globe.  Being  double,  it  seems  to  me  eminently 
fitting  and  proi)er,  and  that  it  is  the  right  and 
dutj'  of  the  Council  to  ailvocate  the  publication  of 
the  report  in  that  paper  which  has  double  the  cir- 


culation of  the  other,  as  reaching  a  larger  number 
of  our  consiituents.  But  again,  sir,  I  have  some- 
thing to  say  as  to  tlic  correctness  of  the  reporters 
of  those  two  distinct  papers.  I  have  had  occasion 
to  examine  the  reports  of  tliese  papers,  not  only 
of  iiroceedings  here  but  in  the  Legislature,  and 
I  shall  not  be  travelling  out  of  iny  course  or  my 
prerogative  when  I  say  that  the  reports  of 
the  Globe  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Houi-e  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member,  are  entirely  partial  and  without  proper 
consideration  for  the  rights  of  the  public,  and 
this  is  not  tlie  lirst  or  the  second  time  I  have  had 
occasion  to  speak  of  it.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
speak  of  it  three  times  to  the  proprietors  of  that 
paper,  some  of  whom  are  my  ]<aiticular  friends. 
1  believe  that  Colonel  Chailes  H.  Taylor,  the  man- 
ager of  the  Globe,  is  one  of  the  best  managers  of 
a  paper  in  the  city  of  Boston;  but  1  believe  that 
there  are  parties  managing  that  paper  who 
do  not  correctly  direct  their  reporters,  and 
if  they  co  their  reporters  do  not  follow 
those  directions.  I  have  had  occasion  to  see 
and  hear  those  reports  criticised  daily  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  have  seen  and  correct- 
ed the  ( ilobe's  re])ort<,  day  after  day,  in  the  House, 
and  I  never  hesitate  to  say  it  in  public  or  in  jiri- 
vate,  that  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
JjCgislature  made  by  the  Globe  are  not  wortliy  of 
the  esteem  of  which  the  jjaper  itself  is  worthy. 
Heilce,  sir,  if  for  no  other  reason,  I  should  report 
against  the  Globe  and  in  favor  of  the  Tran.-cript, 
or  of  any  other  paper  which  gives  as  correct  re- 
ports as  the  Transcript.  Now,  sir,  1  do  not  desire 
to  express  any  siiecial  feeling  on  this  subject,  and 
I  rise  here  only  to  state  that  I  have  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  con'-lusion  to  which  the  committee 
have  arrived,  a'ul  I  should  hope  that  this  petition 
would  be  rejected  in  some  form  that  is  proper  and 
right  under  the  circumstances,  although  1  do  not 
care  to  make  a  motion  myself.  I  believe  that  the 
people  of  Boston  will  be  better  served  at  the  price 
proposed  by  the  Transcript  fo/  tne  jjublishing  of 
the  reports  of  the  p.oceeilings  of  this  Government 
than  they  will  at  the  price  proposed  by  any  other 
paper,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  the 
whole  matter  to  the  committee.  I  believe  that  itis 
wholly  unnecessary  to  have  any  investigation  take 
place,  such  as  has  been  asked  for.  I  have  entire 
confidence  in  the  committee's  statements,  and  I 
should  hope  that  their  report  would  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  AVard  20— AVill  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  inform  us  whether  the  State  pays  for  an 
official  report  of  the  proceedings  and  the  speeches 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  ?  That  may 
have  some  bearing  on  the  noint. 

Mr.  Leach  of  AA'ard  10— While  I  have  full  confi- 
dence in  the  Committee  on  Printing,  who  have 
brought  in  their  report,  I  think  there  is  one  ques- 
tion which  they  ought  to  consider,  and  which  has 
not  been  mentioned  here,  and  that  is,  how  much 
the  circulation  of  the  Transcript  is  increased  by 
the  publication  of  the  reports,  and  how  much  it 
would  be  (lecreased  and  how  much  the  Globe's 
would  be  increased  by'the  taking  away  of  the  re- 
ports. I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Transcript's  cir- 
culation is  much  larger  by  the  publication  of  these 
reports  t>f  the  City  Council,  and  I  think  that  that 
question  should  have  been  taken  into  account.  I 
trust  that  this  reference  will  be  concurred  in  by 
the  Council,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  any  com- 
mittee to  which  it  may  Ije  referred  will  appVove  of 
all  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  for  I 
think  that  tney  acted  right,  they  no  doubt  having 
taken  all  the  <niestions  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Povk'ers  of  Ward  4 — It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
very  desirable  and  highly  proper  that  tliis  refer- 
ence should  be  concurred  in,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  at  large,  further,  I  understand  that 
this  Printing  Committee  were  not,  by  any  means, 
unanimous  in  the  award ;  there  was  only  a  majority 
of  one  in  favor  of  the  disposition  which  was  made 
of  the  matter.  As  has  been  stated  here,  the 
advertisement  calling  for  proposals  made 
no  statement,  no  reference  at  all  to  the 
circulation  of  the  papers.  If  circulation 
were  to  enter  into  account  at  all,  there 
are  papers  in  the  citv,  I  presume,  which  circulate 
50,000,  or  60,000,  or  70',000,  or  more.  But  that  r-at- 
ter  has  not  Ijeen  introduced.  If  any  one  daily 
paper  has  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Council,  the  public  know  it,  and  under- 
stand where  the  reports  are  to  be  had,  and  any 
citizens  who  are  desirous  of  being  informed  of 
the  doings  at  City  Hall  can  procure  that  pajjcr.  I 
do  not  see  how  this  Council  would  be  justified  in 
choking  this  matter  off  by  giving  these  petitioners 


JTJISJE       35,       1874r, 


384 


leave  to  withdraw  or  by  indefinitely  postponing 
further  consideration  of  'the  matter.  Tlie  propri- 
etors of  the  Globe,  believing  that  they  have  cause 
for  grievance,  have  come  forward  in  a  proper 
manner,  and  1  think  they  are  entitled  to  reasona- 
ble courtesy.  If  the  committee  have  come  to  a 
right  conclusion  the  evidence  will  confirm  it,  and, 
in  the  end,  the  City  Government  will  give  a  just 
decision.  1  hope  that  the  reference  will  be  con- 
curred in,  and  a  report  obtained  from  a  special 
committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  sympathize  with  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  in  the 
propriety  of  this  concurrence,  and  for  this  reason: 
that  the'public  at  large  may  be  atisfled,  however 
conscientious  any  committee  may  be,  if  their  ac- 
tion should  grieve  any  parties,  particularly  those 
occupying  as  respectable  a  position  as  the  propri- 
etors of  the  GloDe,  they  can  come  here  and  have 
an  investigation  of  the  action  of  the  committee  by 
which  they  are  aggrieved.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing have  undoubtedly  acted  perfectly  conscien- 
tiously and  properly,  but  I  trtist  that  the  Council 
will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  would  like  to  ask  what 
was  the  circulation  of  the  other  paper  that  was  a 
bidder. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  know  about 
that.  The  thiril  paper  was  the  Advertiser,  and  we 
considered  that  the  bid  was  higher  than  tliat  of 
the  Transcript.  I  did  not  consider  the  circulation 
of  that  paper. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  (5 — I  did  not  exactly  un- 
derstand the  answer  of  the  gentleman,  but  I  be- 
lieve the  price  of  the  Advertiser  was  greater  than 
that  of  either  of  the  others.  It  was  five  cents 
per  line.  There  is  one  matter  which  I  would  sug- 
f^est  for  the  consi<lei  ation  of  the  Council,  an  that 
is  that  the  present  contract  for  printing  these  re- 
ports exjjires  on  July  1,  and  if  we  gointo  an  inves- 
tigation, and  delay  about  determining  who  fhall 
print  the  reports,  after  the  1st  of  July  we  maybe 
left  without  any  reports  at  all.  It  was  also  inti- 
mated that  we  ought  to  have  advertised  only  for 
evening  papers,  if  we  thought  that  they  were  the 
only  proper  ones.  My  own  iini)ression  has  been 
that  It  was  best  to  advertise  for  pro])osals  from 
all  the  papers.  We  did  advertise  for  all,  but  dis- 
tinctly reserved  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  pro- 
posals. We  could  not  tell  about  it.  There 
might  be  a  morning  paper  willing  to  do  it 
for  nothing,  or  an  evening  paper  might  not  be 
willing  to  tlo  it  except  at  an  exorbitant  price.  All 
those  considerations  decided  us  to  hear  what 
every  paper  had  to  say.  Two  morning  papers  and 
one  evening  one  made  proposals.  We  considered 
which  was  in  fact  the  lowest  bidder  at  the  figures 
mentioned,  and  the  conclusion  ot  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch 
was  that  the  Transcript  was  the  lowest  bidder. 
Another  gentleman  suggested  that  we  had  not 
answered  whether  the  greater  circulation  of  the 
Transcript  might  not  be  due  to  the  publication  of 
thete  reports.  We  could  not  think,  after  giving 
our  best  thought  to  the  subject,  that  that  was  the 
result.  It  seemed  to  us  that  but  a  com- 
paratively small  part  of  the  circulation  of 
the  Transcript  was  due  to  the  publica- 
tion of  these  repcrts,  while  the  city  circula- 
tion of  the  Transcript  was  twice  that  of 
the  <Tlobe  without  any  such  consideration.  There 
are  persons  who  wish  to  read  these  report.',  and 
have  subscribed  for  the  Transcript  for  that  pur- 
pose. They  may  have  been  led  to  do  this  on  ac- 
count of  the  reports ;  but  if  we  shift  the  report, 
they  will  have  a  new  paper  on  their  hands.  It 
wouUl  be  like  shifting  the  school  hooks  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Any  unnecessary  shifting  of  the  pa- 
per ought  to  be  avoided.  It  seems  to  me  toat 
it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  citizens  to 
keep  the  reports  in  the  paper  in  which  they  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  having  them.  Another  gen- 
tleman suggested  that  when  any  party  of  respect- 
ability comes  and  asks  for  an  investigation  we 
should  have  ar.  examination  by  another  commit- 
tee of  the  thing  of  which  he  complains.  I  think 
that  theory  will  not  hoid  water.  If  we  are  going 
to  have  a  new  committee  upon  everything  that 
has  been  done  we  should  have  our  haiids  full.  If 
any  gentlemen  feel  that  they  are  aggrieved  they 
should  come  here,  state  their  case,  and  the  Coun- 
cil should  consider  it ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  in  this 
case  an  investigation  will  leati  to  the  discovery  of 
facts  not  alreacty  stated.  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
for  having  any  investigation,  unless  there  is  some 
charge  of  corruption. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4— It  does  not  seem  to  me 


that  thin  matter  should  be  passed  over  without 
any  substantial  consideration.  A  certain  princi- 
ple is  involved  here  which  will  show  to  the  people 
of  Boston  at  large  now  this  Government  propo.ses 
to  do  thing i  at  this  City  Hall,  whether  in  the  most 
economical  way  or  not.  Now,  I  understand  that 
the  proprietor's  of  the  Globe  propose  to  do  this 
work  for  more  than  thirty  per  cent,  less  than  the 
Transcript,  and  they  guarantee  to  give  cor- 
rect reports  on  the  morning  after  the  meeting. 
I  am  informed  that  the  only  reason  of  any  weight 
given  by  the  committee  is  the  circulation.  I  uu- 
derstand  that  the  circulation  of  the  Globe 
in  the  city  of  jJoston  is  today,  on  the 
average,  COOO  copies  daily.  Whethei-  that  is  so 
or  not,  I  do  not  know,  Vmt  I  am  so  infoimed.  And, 
with  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  have  a  correct  statement  given  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  next  morning's  issue,  we  all  know  how 
frequent  it  is,  after  political  or  public  meetings 
held  in  Faneuil  Hall,  Music  Hall  or  Tremout 
Temple,  that  you  have  full,  veibatim  rei^orts 
of  the  proceedings  of  those  meetings  in  the 
papers  the  next  morning,  even  when  the  meet- 
ings hold  as  late  as  11  or  12  o'c.lox^k.  At  the 
State  House,  too,  where  long  investigations 
are  often  carried  on  until  midnight,  many 
speeches  being  made,  and  we  know  that  the  papers 
come  out  with  full  reports  in  the  morning.  It  cer- 
tainly would  be  a  sourc  e  of  great  disappointment 
and  dissatisfaction  to  us  if  we  had  to  wait  until 
the  evening  after  the  proceedings  for  those  re- 
ports. I  do  not  believe  that  in  this  enlightened 
age  a  morning  paper  will  be  unable  to  give  full 
and  correct  reports  the  next  morning  after  a  ses- 
sion. I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be  referred.  I 
have  Eo  particular  feeling  about  it;  indeed,  other 
things  being  equal,  I  would  rather  the  Transcript 
should  have  it ;  but  then,  this  thirty  or  forty  per 
cent,  should  be  saved  to  the  city,  if  we  are  going 
on  with  our  contracts  and  buikl  our  conduits  to 
Sudbury  River  on  the  i)lan  which  has  been  shown 
here,  it  is  no  wonder  that  we  shill  spend  ten  or 
fifteen  millions  on  our  water  works,  and  the  peo- 
ple will  want  to  know  about  it.  1  trust  the  pe- 
tition will  be  referred  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Spriigue  of  Ward  4—1  should  like  to  say,  in 
answer  to  the  gentleman,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  clerks  of  the  two  branches,  this  revision 
should  be  made  in  order  to  obtain  a  correct  re- 
port, and  they  say  it  is  impossible  to  revise  the 
reports  of  the  proceedings  of  either  branch  if 
they  are  published  in  a  morning  paper.  In  regard 
to  mistakes,  I  should  like  to  state  to  the  Council 
the  three  important  mistakes  in  one  column  of  the 
rough  proof  of  last  week's  proceedings,  which  I 
saw.  There  was  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  a  peti- 
tioner; another  in  the  name  of  the  person  appoint- 
ed Poundkefper  for  the  Charlestown District;  and 
there  was  also  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  a  gentle- 
man who  made  a  certain  motion,  and  from  in- 
vestigation, I  believe  that  the  reporter  cannot  be 
held  accountable  for  any  one  of  those  errors. 
These  are  such  as  must  inevitably  occur,  unless 
there  be  a  revision  by  the  clerks.  In  answer  to 
the  criticism  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10, 1  would  state  that  an  inquiry  was  made  as  to 
the  intiuence  on  the  circulation  by  the  publication 
of  these  reports.  The  i)ropnetors  of  the  Tran- 
script tliought  that  there  was  no  very  material 
change,  and  they  judged  from  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  extra  demand  for  papers  when  the  reports 
are  i>ublished,  and  that  on  days  when  there  are  no 
reports  tlie  paper  sells  just  as  well.  So  far  a.s 
daily  subscribers  are  concerned,  it  makes  no 
material  difference.  I  would  also  say  that  this 
same  question  came  up  several  years  ago,  when  a 
morning  paper  was  the  lowest  bidder,  and  the 
contract  was   awarded  to  the  Evening  Transcript. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  would  inquire  if  the 
proprietors  of  the  Globe  ever  stated  that  they 
could  not  peiform  the  duties  required  by  the  con- 
tract? Did  they  ever  say  that  they  could  not  give 
a  full  and  correct  report  the  next  morning? 

Mr.  Sprague  of  AVard  4— As  I  said  before,  the 
proprietors  stated  that  they  would  give  a  report 
in  the  morning,  and  I  believe  they  would  give  as 
good  a  report  as  could  be  got  in  any  morning  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— The  gentleman  saitl  that 
certain  mistakes  were  made  in  the  evening  pajier, 
even  with  the  revision.  I  do  not  see,  by  his  argu- 
ment, why  it  should  be  done  any  worse  in  the 
Globe  than  the  Traiiscrij)t. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— The  gentleman  must 
remember  that  all  the  mistakes  which  I  mention- 
ed were  corrected  before  publication  in  the  paper. 
They  were  mistakes  m^de  in  the  proof. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  hope  that  the  members 
of  the  Council  will  read  the  morning;  papers  to- 
morrow, and  see  how  correctly  our  debates  are  re- 
l)orted.  1  take  the  morniiit;;  papers  and  read 
them,  and  every  Friday  1  tind  in  almost  every 
mornin}?  paper  very  incorrect  statements.  I  .say 
it  b,)ldly  and  fearlessly,  because  1  state  it  correct- 
ly. If  that  is  the  state  things  will  be  in  when  they 
{TO  into  the  record,  as  they  have  been  heretofore, 
It  may  be  a  subject  for  consideration.  Our  young 
friends  here  have  an  abundance  of  time  to  report 
us  correctly,  and  yet  I  find  our  debates  inade- 
(juately  reported,  and  statements  of  my  colleagues 
given  incorrectly.  I  find  remarks "  sometimes 
incorrectly  stated  as  conclusions  of  reporters : 
they  are  their  ideas,  not  the  conclusions 
stated  here.  Unless  we  have  an  opportunity  to 
correct  the  matter  that  '•omes  from  the  reporter 
and  goes  into  the  )>aper,  I  ask  with  what  satisfac- 
tion shall  we  see  that  report?  If  we  are  to  have  a 
verbatim  repoit,  then  let  us  have  it  so;  if  we  are 
to  have  but  a  synopsis,  let  us  have  it  so.  I  do  not 
wish  to  get  up  here  and  malc«?  ai  y  statements 
which  I  desire  or  am  \>iUing  to  have  "misrejiorted, 
and  thus  g(i among  my  constituents,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  1  speak  the  feelir.gs  of  my  coljcagues. 
Let  us  have  our  matters  looked  over  and  exam- 
ined before  they  go  into  history.  Therefore  I  say, 
sir,  that  while  W'e  all  may  believe  in  the  accuracy 
and  the  good  management  of  the  Boston 
Globe,  I  believe,  sir,  that  r.o  morning  paper 
in  Boston  can  correctly  report  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  session  on  the  foUowirg  niorn- 
ina:.  Therefore  I  do  not  believe  any  morning  pa- 
per should  have  this  work.  I  do  not  tJiink  that  it 
is  for  our  interest,  and  it  is  cieditatle  for 
us  to  be  so  reported.  I  think  that  any  evening 
paper  can  dp  it  better  than  any  morning  paper, 
and  I  have  yet  to  find  the  person  who  finds  fault 
with  the  reports  of  the  Transcript.  1  believe  that 
since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  when  our 
present  reporter,  with  his  stenography,  came  in, 
we  have  had,  in  the  main,  entirely  satisfac- 
tory reports,  and  I  believe  that  this  is  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Council,  and  that  the  contract 
should  be  given  to  the  Transcript  for  those  rea- 
sons. I  have  no  special  fiiendliness  for  the  Tran- 
script, but  I  ilo  have  for  the  Boston  (ilobe,  which 
I  read,  every  morning  of  my  life,  with  more  pleas- 
ure— I  will  "modify  that— with  as  much  pleasure 
as  any  other  morning  paper.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
grand  paper,  and  ably  managed,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  is  pos-iible  for  it 
to  print  correct  reports  on  the  mornings 
following  the  late  meetings  that  we  hold. 
Ir;  regard  to  the  statement  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  4,  that  reports  of  meetings  in  Faneuil  Hall 
and  Music  Hall  are  published  the  next  morning, 
why,  does  not  every  man  of  good  sense  know  that 
more  than  three-fourths  of  those  speeches  are  writ- 
ten and  given  to  the  press  in  advance?  When  I 
get  up  here  to  speak  1  have  seldom  write  out  what 
I  have  to  say,  but  nevertheless  I  want  to  be  re- 
ported. I  have  repeatedly  asked  that  every  word 
I  have  said  shall  be  taken"  down  by  our  official  re- 
porter and  published,  verbatim  et  literatim.  I 
may  speak  hastily  and  without  notes,  but  I  mean 
to  speak  honestly  and  intelligently  as  I  can,  and  I 
desire  to  be  reported,  and  do  not  mean  to  have,  if 
I  can  help  it,  any  distorted  statements  of  re- 
ports. I  have  suffered  sometimes,  and  1  have 
had  occasion  to  report  to  the  proprietors 
of  daily  papers  with  regard  to  the  incor- 
rectness of  reporters'  statements.  I  single 
out  nobody.  Inaccuracies  frequently  occur,  per- 
haps by  reason  of  hasty  statements  made.  Re- 
porters often  make  mistakes  from  haste  and  Ciire- 
lessne«s;  I  do  not  blame  them,  but  they  should  be 
more  careful  in  the  conclusions  to  which  they  ar- 
rive. Sometimes  they  distort  reports  and  desig- 
nate members  as  they  see  fit  by  their  own  idiosyn- 
cracies.  They  should  be  more  careful,  because 
their  statements  go  into  history.  I  want,  as  one 
very  humble  member  of  this  Council,  to  have 
whatever  I  may  say  go  into  history  correctly. 
Therefore  I  desire,  when  I  state  "any  matter 
which  has  a  principle  at  the  bottom  of  it,  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  look  over  the  report  of  that 
statement  before  it  is  published  as  the  record  of 
the  Council  and  goes  into  history. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4—1  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  Chair  decided  the  motion  out  of  order,  and 
the  question  of  concurring  with  the  other  branch 
in  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  a  joint  special 
committee  was  put  and  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  call  was  not  sus- 
tained and  the  reference  was  concurred  in. 


The  (hair  joined  Messrs.  Dean  of  Ward  12, 
Boardman  of  Ward  14  and  Whiston  of  Ward  8  to 
the  special  committee  appointed  by  the  Hoard 
of  Aldermen. 

ADDITIONAL    WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  special 
assignment  for  nine  o'clock  [viz.,  the  report  and 
order  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and 
Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city 
(City  Doc.  No.  17)]  be  taken  up.  My  object  in  call- 
ing this  matter  up  is  that  I  propose"  to  move  that 
it  lie  specially  assigned  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  in  September.  It  is  very  cer- 
tain that  we  cannot  get  reports  from  the  City  En- 
gineer on  the  iMiioQ  of  the  Cochituate  and  Jri:y.stic 
basins,  and  from  the  three  physicians  who  are  to 
be  appointed,  in  time  to  act  upon  them  before  the 
summer  vacation.  •  Therefore,  if  this  matter  he 
taken  up  I  shall  move  to  specially  assign  it  for 
consideration  on  the  first  meeting  in  September. 

The  special  assignment  was  taken  up, by  a  rising 
vote— 43  for,  0  against — and  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 
moved  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
the  first  meeting  in  September 

Ml .  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  rather  prefer  that  this 
motion  should  not  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  better  way  is  to  go  on  with  the  discussion, 
even  if  the  subject  is  not  disposed  of  till  Septem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  have  no  disposition  to 
choke  off  discussion,  but  it  is  very  evident  that 
we  cannot  act  intelligently  upon  this  matter  until 
we  have  the  report  of  the  City  Engineer  in  regard 
to  the  union  of  the  two  sources,  and  he  has  ex- 
piessed  the  opinion  that  he  cannot  make  that  re- 
port for  several  weeks.  I  think  it  would  be  best 
no„  to  continue  the  discussion,  when  the  whole 
thing  may  take  a  different  turn  after  we  aet  that 
report.  We  expect  a  very  thorough  report  on  the 
project  of  connecting  the  two  sources. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Wartl  12 — I  witht'raw  all  op))osi- 
tion  to  the  motion  if  members  of  the  committee 
desire  the  matter  to  go  over  till  September. 

The  report  and  order  were  specially  assigned  for 
the  first  meeting  in  September. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  BEACH  .STREET. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Beach 
street  (City  Document  No.  52),  and  also  recom- 
mending that  the  Finance  Committee  be  request- 
ed to  report  an  order  to  provide  the  means,  came 
from  the  other  branch. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  in  concurrence,  and  said  resolve  and 
order  were  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  con- 
currence— yeas  .50,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barnes,  Beal,  Bearce,  Bleiler, 
Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Crowley,  Cudworth, 
Cushman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean",  Denny,  Flat- 
lev,  Fuller,  (4oldthwait,  (Jordon,  Kent,  Leach,  Lor- 
ing,  Martin,  Minot,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Page, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Fray,  Putnam, 
Shaw,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  War- 
ren, West,  Weston,  Willcutt,  Woods,  Woodward 
—50. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Long,  Sweat — 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Abbott,  Bent, 
Collins,  Flynn,  Hanington,  Hicks,  Hine,  Hun- 
newell,  Jennings,  Kimball,  McCartv,  Molev.  Rus- 
sell, Shepard,  Siblev.  Smith,  Thacirer,  Whi'ston,  E. 
P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilisur- 20. 

THiS  WATER  STREET   EXTENSION. 

An  order  was  received  from  the  other  branch 
authorizing  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  if 
they  deem  it  expedient,  to  sell  by  auction  the  por- 
tion of  the  Boston  Post  estate,  "at  the  corner  of 
VVater  and  Devonshire  streets,  which  remains 
after  the  widening  of  Water  street,  or  to  procure 
plans  and  estimates  for  moving  back  or  remodel- 
ling the  building  thereon.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  provide  accommodations  for  class  in- 
struction in  drawing  in  the  upper  story  of  City 
Hall,  Charlestown.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $o44.35  for  the  reception 
and  entertainment  of  the  delegation  from  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  authorizing  an  exi)enditure  of  $225  in  fit- 
ting up  and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company 
(J,  Ninth  Regime  It  of  Infantry,  at  11  City  square, 
Charlestown;  and  authorizinir  the  expenditure  cf 
$225  in  fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  armory  of 
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Company  H,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  in  Win- 
throp  street,  Charlestown.  Severally  passed— 
yeas  42,  nays  1. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petitions  for  ex- 
tension of  time  in  which  to  build  on  land  pur- 
chased from  the  city  by  H.  A.  Doe,  on  Broadway, 
and  Michael  Scanlan,  on  Fourth  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

REPORTS  AND    ORDERS    FROM    COMMITTEES    SUB- 
MITTED. 

By  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds— Reports 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions 
of  J.  F.  Blackinton  et  al.,  that  the  city  purchase 
land  on  Saratoga  and  Bennington  streets  in  East 
Boston  for  a  public  park,  and  of  Joseph  Kuhns  et 
al.,  that  Orchard  park  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 
Severallv  accepted. 

By  Mr".  Bearce  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  City  Hospital,  to  whom  was  referred 
tlie  Mayor's  message  transmitting  a  communica- 
tion from  George  Goodnow  donating  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  in 
books  and  pamphlets  for  patients  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital-Report recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders ; 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  George  Goodnow  foj-  his  generous 
gift  of  one  thousand  dollars,  the  income  of  which 
IS  to  be  devoted  to  the  purc^iase  of  suitable  books 
and  pamphlets  for  the  patients  in  the  City  Hos- 
pital. 

Ordered,  That  the  gift  of  George  Goodnow  be 
accepted  and  the  amount  invested  in  Boston  six 
per  cent,  bonds,  and  deposited  in  the  Auditor's 
office,  and  that  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  authorized  to  collect  the  interest  on  said  bonds 
semi-annually,  and  expend  the  same  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  of  the  donor. 

The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Ml-.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  communication  from  the  South  Evangelical 
Society  of  West  Roxbury,  releasing  to  the  city 
their  interest  in  a  clock  on  said  church— Report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  city  accept  the  public  clock  in 
the  tower  of  the  church  occupied  by  the  South 
Evangcelical  Society  in  West  Roxbury,  and  that 
until  otherwise  ordered  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  the  care  and  custody  of  the  same. 

■The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $1300,  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion heretofore  made,  for  the  purchase  of  loam 
for  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  exi)end  the  sum 
of  $10,000,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  hereto- 
fore made,  for  labor  on  the  public  grounds;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding    .f  800   in   purchasing  sods   for  the 


public  grounds ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $6500  in  purchasing  plants  for  the 
Public  Garden  and  public  squares ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  said — 

I  would  like  to  ask  that  these  four  orders  take 
their  second  reading  at  this  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  Auditor  to  receive  the  orderss  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  next  week,  so  that  pay- 
ments may  be  made  on  the  1st  of  July.  I  therefore 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  requiring  them  to 
lie  over. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  orders  were 
severally  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

By  Mn  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
James  M.  Davis  the  sum  of  $25,  for  the  care  of  the 
clock  in  the  tower  of  the  church  occupisd  by  the 
South  Evangelical  Society  in  West  Roxbury,  for 
the  six  months  ending  July  1, 1874 ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bells  and 
Clocks. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PREVENTIONOF  Vi^ASTE  WATER. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  City  Council 
what  action  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  is  de- 
sirable to  enable  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
prevent  the  waste  of  water. 
Passed. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  SHAWMUT  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  13  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
resolve  and  order  for  widening  Shawmut  avenue 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  streets  (City  Doc. 
No.  37.) 

Mr.  Put  lam  cf  Ward  15— There  is  such  a  thin 
attendance,  the  hour  is  getting  late,  and  as  I  did 
not  expect  this  subject  to  be  called  up  this  even- 
ing, I  hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail.  1  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  take  up  this  resolve 
and  order  this  evening,  but  that  further  action 
upon  it  would  be  ijostponed  till  the  next  meeting, 
when  we  can  all  look  at  the  plans,  and  when  I  wish 
to  say  something  about  the  policy  heretofore  pur- 
suedin  regard  to  the  widening  ot  streets. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— My  only  object  was  to 
expedite  the  business  of  the  city,  as  the  season  is 
getting  rather  late.  I  do  not  think  we  shall  get  a 
larger  attendance  by  waiting  a  week.  The  order 
has  been  upon  the  table  one  week  already,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  time  enough  has  been  allowed 
for  investigation. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— One  other  reason  for 
delay  is  that  if  this  order  is  passed  it  will  involve 
the  cutting  down  of  some  trees  on  that  street 
which  afford  a  grateful  shade  during  the  summer 
time.  As  there  is  no  special  reason  for  widening 
the  street  this  summer,  the  order,  for  that  reason, 
might  lie  over  till  the  fall. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— That  seems  to  be  an 
argument  for  allowing  the  order  to  lie  over  till 
September  and  not  till  the  next  meeting. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proocoding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNL]    29,    1H74. 


RoK\ilar  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  V.  M., 
His  Honor  Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Tliirty-six  traverse  jurors  weie  drawn  for  the 
July  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paviru/.  Gideon  Walker, 
for  grade  damages  on  Carolinji  avenue,  Jamaica 
I'lam,  Wfvni  17. 

Henry  I.  Bowditch  et  al.,  that  I'rovidence  >trcet 
be  ])aved  with  wood. 

George  Crowiiinshield,to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
<ages  on  Fyuchon  street. 

Thomas  C.  Stearns  et  al.,  that  the  passageway 
fAi  Worcester  street  near  the  "Home  for  Agetl 
Men"  may  be  put  in  order. 

Albert  Cole  e<  aV.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on  M 
street,  near  Seventh  street,  and  on  Eighth  street, 
near  M  street. 

Dennis  O'Leary  ct  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Second  street,  from  I  to  L  street,  and  on  K  street, 
from  First  street  to  Broadway. 

Henry  A.Johnson,  to  be  paidfor  grade  damages 
at  23-25  Kilby  street. 

John  H.  Butler  et  a?.,  that  Bjlton  street,  from 
B  to  C  street,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Locke  &  Bubier  et  al.,  that  the  work  of  repair- 
ing Cornhill  may  be  hastened,  a,c  said  work  great- 
ly internipts  business. 

Thomas  Hartnett,  for  leave  to  place  a  bulkhead 
in  sidewalk  on  Lynde  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  jxtrt  of  the 
Board.  Charles  B.  Travis,  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  wooden  stable  for  one  ( ow  and  one  horse  on 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue. 

George  L.  Stokell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Jirook  avenue.  No.  93. 

William  A.  Low,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  South  Haivard  street. 
Ward  lit. 

A.  &  J.  McLaren,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Moore  slieet,  corner  of 
Chaucer  street. 

Hejuy  Crafts  &  Sons,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  eleven  horses  on  Albiny  street, 
ojiposite  Rochester  street. 

To  the  Comynittee  on  Licenses.  Somerset  Club, 
for  renewal  of  license  for  bowling  alleys  in  rear 
of  Beacon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  W.  Eliot  Wood- 
ward, to  be  compensated  for  damages  for  alleged 
breach  of  contract  I  y  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers.  L.  R.  Nash  et  al., 
that  a  fewer  be  constructed  in  Allston  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  2>art  of  the 
Board.  S.  E.  Decker,  for  compensation  for  land 
taken  on  Lincoln  street.  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Buildin(/s.  Henry 
T.  Delano  et  al.,  who  have  served  as  jurors  in  the 
Superior  Court,  representing  that  the  present  ac- 
commodations for  judges,  jurors  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  courts  are  totally  inadequate  and  to  a 
great  extent  a  disgrace.  Twelve  jurors  are  con- 
fined in  a  room  tweiity  feet  long,'  fourteen  feet 
wide  and  seven  feet  high,  witli  no  facilities  for 
necessary  ablutions  or  the  necessary  and  ordinary 
demands  of  nature.  These,  among  other  causes, 
impel  the  petitioners  to  class  said  building  as  a 
nuisance  and  express  a  hope  for  .speedy  remedy. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Judge 
Churchill  of  the  Dorchester  District  Court,  that 
the  salary  of  the  ofticer  in  attendance  on  saitl 
court  be  tixed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  Request  of  City 
Registrar  for  additional  clerk  hire,  as  the  ottice  is 
now  kept  open  on  Sundays  for  the  convenience  of 
those  desiring  to  procure  burial  permits. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMIXATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constables — John  Rogers,  Michael  Merrick,  Jr. 

Lieutenant  of  Police^Augustus  Grant. 

Special  Police  Otticers— J.  W.  Cotton,  Chatham 
street;  Jacob  Todd,  Columbia  street  and  its 
vicinity,  Wfrd  16. 

Constables  for  duty  at  the  seveial  District 
Muniiip;;!  Courts  in  tliis  city— John  Rogers.  Elijah 
D.  Foss,  South  Boston;  Mo;  es  1".  Biown,  William 


H.  McCausland,  Ea.st  Boston;  Isaac  Jacobs, 
Charles  P.  Johnsoi:,  We.-t  Roxbury  ;  Michael  Mer- 
rick, Jr.,  Dorchester. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  construct  tiacks 
across  Foundry  street  was  considered. 

(ieorge  <).  Shattuck  appeared  for  the  South  Bos- 
ton Iron  Company,  who  object  to  the  laying  of  the 
track  in  Foundry  street ;  he  preferred  t ;  be  heard 
before  a  committee,  and  if  there  was  no  objection 
he  would  suggest  that  the  petition  be  recommit- 
ted; he  understood  that  the  C(mnsel  for  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  concurred  in  that  view. 

The'petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  I'aving. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  the  propo- 
sitions to  construct  sewers  in  South  Eden  street, 
Rochester  stieet,  and  Eighth  street  f rom  G  to  H 
street,  were  considered,  but  no  objection  being 
offered,  they  Wire  severally  lecommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Getchell  & 
Eldridge  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engine 
of  thirty-five  hor:  e  power,  in  rear  of  Cambridge 
street,  Charlestown,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  of  all  parties  intere  ted  on 
Jidy  20, 1874,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

DONDS  APPROVED. 

Th?  bonds  of  Moses  P.  Brown,  William  H.  Mc- 
Causland, John  Rogers,  constables,  being  pre- 
sented duly  certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
approveu  by  the  Board. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1874,  (City  Document  No.  59) 
was  received  and  sent  down.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  ■■  Gentlemen — The  clo-  e  of  the  city's  finan- 
cial year  brings  with  it  the  duty  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  to  present  to  your  body  the  annual 
statement  of  the  condition  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  service  under  its  chaige.  The  year  that 
has  passed  has  been  one  of  more  than  usual  activ- 
iiy.  The  panic  of  last  fall,  which  so  sensitively 
affected  every  class  in  the  community ;  the  large 
number  thrown  out  of  employment,  who  suffered 
for  this  cause  thiongh  a  long  aiui  severe  winter ;  the 
throng  of  idle  and  vagrant  tramps  who  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  awakened  sympathy  for  our  wor- 
thy poor  and  flocked  to  the  city  to  share  in  our 
ministrations  for  their  relief;  the  annexation  of 
new  territory  adding  to  our  population,  bringing 
in  a  class  of  needy  persons  witli  reganl  to  whose 
wants  we  had  not  previously  any  personal  knowl- 
edge,—these,  with  other  causes,  furnished  an 
amount  of  labor  unexampled  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  board.  We  have  met  these  exigencies 
to  the  best  of  our  ability,  affording  aid  in  a  gener- 
ous spirit  to  the  utmost  limit  of  our  legal  ooliga- 
tions  to  the  claimants,  and  working  in  complete 
harmony  with  the  private  organizations  asso- 
ciated in  our  bureau,  whose  activities  and  means 
were  engaged  like  ourselves  in  affording  out-door 
relief  to  the  poor  of  this  community. 

The  year  upon  which  we  have  entered  will  stiU 
further  enlarge  our  responsibilities  and  increase 
our  expenditures.  The  recent  change  of  the  stat- 
utes by  the  Legislature,  extending  the  law  of  set- 
tlement, making  the  period  of  residence  five  years 
instead  of  ten,  and  the  payment  of  a  tax  for  three 
years  instead  of  five  as  a  condition,  and  the  new 
rights  granted  to  woman  to  entitle  her  likewise  to 
a  S(  ttlement,  will  greatly  swell  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  will  have  a  legal  claim  for  assistance 
from  the  public  treasury.  The  general  decline  of 
business  activity,  and  the  small  number  of  indus- 
trial enterprises  started,  which  has  charasterized 
the  past  year,  together  with  its  financial  reverses, 
were  most  severely  felt  by  the  laboring  classes  of 
the  large  cities  and  towns.  A  liberal  and  com- 
mendable spirit  was  aroused  in  Boston  to  relieve 
their  necessities,  buf  in  the  discharge  of  this  pleas- 
ant and  gracious  duty  there  was  danger  that  tem- 
porary aid  might  end  in  permanent  support,  and 
that  the  habit  of  receiving  without  renderimr  an 
equivalent  might  sap  the  foundation  of  that  inde- 
pendence of  character,  and  that  reliance  on  one's 
own  resources,  which  is  so  important  to  be  sus- 
tained not  only  for  the  good  of  the  individual,  but 
for  the  welfare  of  the  cominunitj'  of  which  he 
forms  a  part.  While  discharging  those  official 
fuiu  tions  with  which  wc  have  been  inirusted  in 
the  administration  of  niunicipnl  relief ,  we  have 
felt  it  our  duty  to    do  everything  in    our  power  to 
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prevent  the  city  of  Boston  from  following  the  ex- 
ample of  other  large  cities,  and  by  the  profuse  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  educate  a  large  class 
of  its  inhabitants  to  drag  out  a  miserable  and  aim- 
less career,  looking  to  the  public  colters  for  the 
means  to  satisfy  their  bodily  wants. 

In  this  spirit  we  answered  the  communication 
of  Mayor  f*ierce,  who,  at  the  commencemerit  ol 
the  winter  season,  desired  our  opinion  as  to  the 
need  of  new  instrumentalities  or  larger  resources 
to  minister  at  that  crisis  to  the  poor  of  the  city. 
We  discouraged  any  new  chaimel  or  any  large 
appropriation  for  this  pui-pose.  New  organiza- 
tions It  was  feared  would  be  served  by  inexpe- 
rienced hands,  subject  to  the  importunities  of  the 
Impostor  and  vicious ;  and  a  large  appropriation 
would  invite  the  same  class  to  claim  a  share  in  its 
gratuitous  distribution.  We  volunteered  no  opin- 
ion upon  the  expediency  of  public  soup  houses ; 
our  judgment  was  asked,  and  we  answered  the 
question  guided  by  our  own  experience,  as  well  as 
of  others  familiar  with  charity  in  its  various 
forms.  Such  expedients  for  relieving  the  poor 
may  be  necessary  in  the  large  cities  of  the  Old 
World,  and  justified  by  the  character  of  a  large 
mass  of  their  people,  ignorant  and  half  starved, 
destitute  of  ambition  or  hope  to  raise  themselves 
above  their  abject  condition,  but  not  applicable  to 
the  dignity  or  position  of  an  American  city, 
abounding  like  our  own  in  private  charities,  arid 
its  citizens  ever  ready  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
deserving.  The  spectacle  of  little  children,  who 
are  pupils,  or  should  be,  of  our  public  schools,  in 
the  streets,  pail  in  hand,  on  the  way  to  a  police 
station  for  soup  for  the  f amilie.-?  of  which  they  are 
Inmates,  is  not  one  of  which  any  Bostonian  should 
he  proud.  Beside  its  general  eifect  upon  the  com- 
munity, it  must  have  a  demoraUzing  influence  up- 
on the  children  brought  up  under  such  circum- 
stances, who  will  be  likely  to  gather  the  impres- 
sion that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  fur- 
nish them  with  a  support.  On  the  contrary,  even 
if  these  little  ones  are  not  sensitive  to  the  jeers  of 
their  companions,  as  they  are  engaged  in  this  er- 
rand, they  should  have  a  nobler  spirit  inculcated 
into  them ;  they  should  be  made  to  understand 
that  under  our  republican  institutions  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  look  to  them  to  sustain  it  in  its  high 
functions,  as  they  themselves  are  soon  to  have  a 
responsibility  for  its  good  name  and  fame. 

The  experiment  of  these  establishments  was 
tried  in  the  city  of  New  York,  last  winter,  on  a 
large  scale;  the  result,  if  we  can  rely  upon  the 
comments  of  the  press  or  the  testimony  of  indi- 
viduals who  examined  carefully  into  the  subject, 
is  not  of  such  a  character  as  would  justify  other 
cities  in  following  the  example.  We  believe  that 
never  were  the  wants  of  the  poor  more  pressing 
in  Boston  than  during  the  past  season,  and  yet 
without  soup  houses  their  necessities  were  never 
better  relieved  or  more  comfort  restored  to  their 
homes. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  l,oard  will  be  found  in  the  accom- 
panying pages. 

The  total  amount  of  the  trust  funds  which  we 
hold  as  a  corporation  is  $<312,183.12.  This  does  not 
include  the  BuUmaii  estate  on  Cambridge  and  Joy 
streets,  which  lia<  recently  come  into  our  posses- 
sion ;  the  income  from  tliis  property  is  given  in 
special  grants  to  "those  who  have  seen  better 
days,"  and  who  are  not  on  the  regular  roll  of  pen- 
sioners. 

The  total  amount  of  our  expenditures  was |10l,591.10 

From  city  appropriation $86,766.53 

"      income  of  various  trust  funds 
(not  including  investments) 14,824.57 

Total 101,591.10 

we  received  from  other  cities  and  towns,  for 
the  care  of  their  poor  residing  in  tlie  cltv, 
and  from  other  sources,  which  Has  been  paid 

into  the  city  treasury 20,756.61 

Thus  making  our  net  charge  on  the  city  ap- 
propriation   ". 66,009.92 

At  the  central  office  the   number  of  orders 

drawn  on  city  account  for  groceries  was 8,751 

Number  of  orders  drawn  for  fuel 5,093 

Cash  payments 3,705 

The  number  of  regular  beneficiaries  on  the  trust 
funds,  receiving  quarterly  or  semi-annual  pen- 
sions, is  3M. 

The  number  of  registration  papers  prepared 
during  the  year  is  1449,  making  the  total  number 
on  file  and  recorded  8783.  The  statistics  of  the 
Temporary  Home  appear  below.  The  most  re- 
markable feature,  as  compared  with  former  vears, 
is  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  single 
meals ;  about  8000  more  thau  the  previous  year. 
While  regarding  this   department   as  one  of  the 


most  important  in  our  charge,  we  are  conscious 
that  it  is  the  most  liable  to  abuse.  Common  hu- 
manity requires  that  the  hungry  should  not  he 
allowed  to  starve  ;  but  to  spread  an  open  table 
fo''  the  idle  and  dissolute,  able-boilieci  men,  who 
have  the  sinews  to  work  but  have  not  the  inclina- 
tion, we  have  reason  to  feel  is  not  the  best  form 
of  charity.  The  amount  expended  for  this  object 
IS  small  compared  with  the  means  of  an  aflluent 
city,  but  the  temptation  to  indolence  it  fosters, 
and  the  thiif  tlessiiess  it  encourages,  are  the  great- 
est dangers,  'fhe  scenes  of  last  winter  were  un- 
paralleled since  the  doors  of  this  institution  were 
opened;  insolent  and  degraded  men  clamored  at 
its  portals,  demanding  to  have  their  wants  sup- 
plied as  a  right,  putting  in  fear  not  only  the  at- 
tendants, but  the  feeble  and  inoffensive  people 
for  whose  benefit  this  special  branch  of  the  insti- 
tution was  established.  Their  behavior  did  not 
indicate  that  they  belonged  to  a  weak  or  famished 
class,  but  rather  gave  evidence  that  the  spirit 
they  exhibited  was  furnished  in  the  saloons  and 
low  ruin  shops,  which  art  the  great  pests  in  every 
large  city. 

Tlie  other  departments  of  the  Temporary  Home, 
under  its  judicious  and  experienced  matron,  have 
been  administered  in  a  satisfactory  manner;  it 
supplies  a  prompt  and  needy  relief  to  many  wo- 
men and  children  who  are  sometimes  thrown  into 
the  community  without  friends,  and  who  require 
tender  care  and  the  comforts  for  a  while  of  a 
home.  We  have  been  able  through  this  institu- 
tion to  aid  in  the  benevolent  and  timely  work  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
who  have  within  the  past  year  sought  to  protect 
and  to  offer  friendly  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
women  and  young  girls  who,  leaving  Deer  Island, 
are  again  subject  to  the  temptations  of  the  world. 
We  afliord  to  the  penite  it  and  worthy  of  this  class 
a  temporary  shelter,  until  the  agent  can  find  for 
them  more  permanent  quarters,  or  can  send  them 
to  the  care  of  friends. 

Admitted. 

American  females 206 

Foreign           "          918 

Children  under  twelve  years  of  age 492 

Births 4 

Total 1,620 

Children  adopted 4 

Lost  children  restored  to  their  parents  or  guardians  221 

Nurses  furnished  with  situations f 

Persons  furnished  with  employment 466 

Adults  sent  to  Tewksbury 43 

Children      "              "           40 

Persons  sent  to  their  friends 181 

Deaths 5 

Twenty  thousand  and  thirty  single  meals  furnished. 

Desiring  to  ascertain  the  relative  proportion  of 
residents  and  non-residents  who  resort  to  the 
Home  for  meals,  inquiry  was  made  of  them  for 
several  months  last  winter  with  the  following  re- 
sults : 

Residents  of  Non-resi- 

Boston.  clents. 

December  11  to  31, 1873 315  1438 

January,  1874 771  3077 

February 737  2293 

Marc  h 576  2283 

The  condition  of  our  buildings  is  good;  some 
necessary  repairs  were  made,  during  the  year,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  o"f  Public 
Buildings.  More  safety  for  the  inmates  of  the 
Temporary  Home  in  case  of  fire  has  been  secure<l 
by  the  erection  of  an  iron  bridge,  connecting  it 
with  the  main  building,  and  a  number  of  fire  ex- 
tinguishers have  been  purchased,  and  located  in 
both  edifices,  to  be  used  if  necessity  requires 
them.  The  charitable  organizations  occupying 
rooms  in  the  Charity  Building  are  the  same  as" last 
year,  with  the  addition  of  the  Boston  Police  Relief 
Association,  to  whom  was  granted  a  room  in  the 
third  story,  last  month.  The  annexation  of  the 
adjoining  municipalities  has  reciuiied  special  pro- 
visions for  each  of  the  localities.  We  have  ap- 
pointed independent  visitors  for  Charlestowu, 
West  Roxbuiy  and  Brighton,  who  receive  instruc- 
tions from,  and  report  to,  the  central  office.  The 
supply  of  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  these  districts 
requires  a  new  item  in  the  list  of  our  expenditures, 
as  we  have  to  provide  for  each  locality  a  skilful 
physician,  medicine  and  other  needful  articles. 
Heretofore  the  city  has  had  no  charges  on  this  ac- 
count, as  the  Boston  Dispensary,  a  private  insti- 
tution, has  furnished  the  poor  of  the  old  city,  gra- 
tuitously, with  all  the  medical  attendance  and 
prescriptions  required.  The  board  has  appointed 
the  following-named  physicians  and  visitors  to  act 
in  their  several  localities : 
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Agents.  Physicians. 

Charlfstown I>.  B.  Weston.  C.  W.  istevens. 

West  Koxbury 1).  S.  .SniHllev.  George  Kaulkuer. 

Brighton W.  F.  Warr^'h.  H.  E.  Marion. 

Ir  may  not  l)e  out  of  place  in  this  connectiou  to 
remark  that,  witli  the  exception  of  t  harlestown, 
we  liad  no  funds  at  our  disposal  on  the  Isl  Jan- 
uary, to  supply  the  wants  of  the  i)()or  in  the  new 
di.striets,  when  they  became  a  part  of  the  city. 
The  expenses  of  West  Ifoxbury  and  Brighton  ha'd 
to  be  borne  tor  four  months  from  ouv  api)roi)na- 
tion. 

The  board  had  hope:?  that  during  the  year  we 
shoukl  tinally  close  the  negotiations  in  regard  to 
the  several  trusts  placed  in  our  charge  by  the  late 
Mr.  Davul  Sears,  Senior.  The  delay  hasnot  been 
caused  by  any  indisposition  on  tlie  part  of  his 
heirs  to  settle  the  matter,  for  they  have  from  the 
tirst  acted  towards  the  board  in"  the  most  mag- 
nanimous and  friendly  spirit. 

It  has  been  their  vvish  to  carry  out,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  desires  of  the  honored  donor,  but  the 
legal  ami  business  difficulties  have  been  compli- 
cated and  somewhat  delicate  to  adjust.  It  is  be- 
lieved now  that  the  matter  will  soon  be  consum- 
mated, all  parties  in  inteie-t  agreeing  upon  a  plan 
of  settlement,  and  appealing  \o  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  for  a  final  approval. 

We  were  called  to  lament,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, the  loss  by  ileath  of  Mr.  Thomas  Blasland, 
a  member  of  the  board.  V-  hile  this  report  was  in 
preparation,  another  of  our  number,  l)r.  (ieorge 
Fabyan,  was  suddenly  removed  f •cm  our  body, 
and  summoned  from  the  duties  of  this  life  to  the 
realities  of  an  immortal  existence.  We  embrace 
this  occasion  to  bear  our  affectionate  testimony  to 
the  integrity  and  worth  of  their  official  acts,  and 
the  genial  and  companionable  traits  of  mind  and 
heai  t  which  made  them  so  acceptable  to  us  as 
members  of  the  board.  The  city  will  ever  be  well 
served  if  men  of  such  character  can  be  induced  to 
assume  the  charge  of  its  public  trusts.  While 
fulfilling  to  the  letter  the  official  responsibilities 
of  their  position,  they  also  took  a  personal  and 
tender  interest  in  that  class  of  our  peoijle  who 
require  not  oily  material  aid,  but  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy in  their  condition  and  needs. 

The  board,  in  closing  their  rCj  ort.  have  reason 
to  feel  that,  after  ten  years'  expeiience,  its  reor- 
ganization, in  1804,  was  a  wise  ami  judicious  meas- 
ure. The  system  and  methods  then  inaugurated 
have  been  carried  out  with  fidelity,  and  while  pro- 
viding m  an  ample  degree  tor  the  necesities  of  the 
poor,  have  not  to  any  large  extent  depleted  the 
public  treasury.  Having  been  the  first  city  which 
established  an' organization  on  the  present  plan, 
we  have  a  reasonable  pride  in  speaking  of  its  suc- 
cess. 

It  has  commended  itself  to  thoughtful  men  in 
other  large  cities  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
official  duty,  who  have  personally  visited  us,  and 
after  an  examination  of  its  working  have  intro- 
duced it  in  their  several  localities.  It  has  been 
called  abroad  ''the  Boston  system,"  and  if  it  had 
been  earlier  adopted  in  London  it  could  not  have 
been  said  of  that  city,  as  was  said  by  one  of  its 
citizens  in  a  le'^tiiie  here  the  past  winter, '-that 
one-third  of  its  iiopulation  was  in  receipt  of  relief 
as  paupers."  Boston  is  fast  approaching  the  posi- 
tion of  one  of  the  large  cities  of  the  world ;  it 
becomes  those  who  have  the  public  administration 
of  its  affairs,  while  still  keeping  up  its  ancient 
reputation  for  charity  and  good  works,  to  see  to  it 
that,  with  the  growth  of  its  commercial  and  indus- 
trial enterprise,  it  should  not  be  encumbered  with 
a  large  class  in  its  population  dependent  and 
worthless,  no  honor  to  the  State,  andinade  so  by 
injudicious  but  well-intended  benefactions  for 
their  good.  Charity  and  pauperism,  poverty  and 
crime,  their  connections  with  each  other,  and" their 
intluence  in  airesting  human  progress,  art  attrac- 
tive themes  for  the  political  economist  in  his  study 
and  the  philanthropist  in  his  daily  walks  ;  but  th'e 
practical  man  of  affairs  must  grai)ple  directly  with 
the  evils  in  their  different  phases,  and  should  so 
use  his  opportunities  that  the  welfare  of  society 
be  not  endangered. 

In  the  order  of  Providence  we  shall  always  have 
the  poor  with  us,  made  so  by  sickness  and  misfor- 
tune, by  the  helplessness  of  infancy  and  the  infirm- 
ities of  age  ;  for  this  class  no  argument  i--  needed 
to  awaken  svmpathy,  and  no  means  placed  at  our 
di.posal  will  be  withheld  to  promote  their  welfare 
aii'l  comfort. 

Respectfully  submitted,  in  behalf  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor. 

F.  W.  LixcOLX,  Chairman. 


PETITIOX  FOR  AWARD  OF  DAM.\GES. 

Petitions  were  received  from  John  A.  Buttrick 
et  at.,  trustees,  and  of  Hamilton  D.  Lockwood  et 
al.,  executors,  against  the  Boston  &  Lowel'  and 
Mystic  River  Ua'.lroad  companies,  for  award  of 
damages  for  locations  of  said  roads  over  their 
property.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHF,D   BU.SIXESS. 

Order  of  location  of  the  Metropoltan  Railroad 
in  AVashington  street,  between  Comhill  and  Dock 
square.    (City  Doc.  Xo.  Gl.)    Passei!. 

Order  of  location  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  in 
AVashington  street,  betw  en  Comhill  and  Dock 
square.    (City  Doc.  No.  62.)    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  bills  of  John  L.  Cook  (S25)  and  of 
S.  P.  Kel'ey  (.^lOO)  for  sei-vices  rendered.    Passed. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Chief  of  Police  to  make 
repairs  on  station  houses  when  needed  from  time 
to  time,  at  the  expense  of  the  appropriation  for 
Police.    Pas>ed. 

Order  to  allow  police  officers  in  full  uniform  to 
pass  oveijthe  ferries  free  from  toll  after  July  1. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  Committee  on  Police  the  reason  why  this  order 
is  put  in  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  reason  is  that  many  po- 
lice officers  have  to  cross  and  recross  the  ferries 
on  business  for  the  city  of  Boston  every  day,  and 
the  Police  Department  is  obliged  to  furnish  them 
with  tickets,  or  else  the  officers  must  pay  their 
fares.  We  find  that  it  will  be  cheaper  to  pass  the 
officers  in  uniform  than  to  furnish  them  with 
tickets,  as  by  giving  them  tickets  they  supply  their 
families  ami  friends  besides. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Then  it  seems  that  the  Po- 
lice Department  cannot  so  regulate  their  officers 
as  to  provide  for  the  use  of  ferry  tickets  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  therefore  they  would  pass 
the  policemen  in  uniform.  This  matter  was  be- 
fore the  City  Government  Inst  year  on  a  petition 
from  a  large  number  of  police  officers  who  reside 
in  East  Bosten  and  do  duty  in  the  city  proper.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ferries, 
who  reported  an  order  giviny:  passes  to  policemen 
living  in  East  Boston,  but  was  subsequently  in- 
definitely postponed  by  the  City  Council,  and  I 
think  very  properly.  If  the  City  Council  is  will- 
ing to  make  a  commencement  of  free  terries,  this 
is  a  good  way  to  begin.  There  is  no  more  reason 
for  passing"  police  officers  free  than  there 
is  of  passing  free  the  employes  of  the  Health, 
AVater  or  Paving  departments.  All  these  depart- 
ments buy  tickets  by  the  package,  and  when  men 
are  sent  to  East  Boston  they  aie  furnished  with 
tickets.  There  is  another  bit  of  history  connected 
with  this  matter.  About  a  week  before  this  order 
was  presented,  police  officers  residing  in  East 
Boston,  by  direction  of  somebody — the  directors 
of  the  ferries  have  not  found  out'by  whom — com- 
menced to  run  the  tolls.  The  tollm'en  undertook 
to  collect  the  tolls,  but  the  officers  refused  to  pay 
and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Police  Com- 
mittee ;  what  action  they  have  taken  I  do  not 
know,  but  from  information  received  by  the  di- 
rectors, that  is  the  first  s^^ep  toward  the  inaugura- 
tion of  free  tolls.  If  the  City  Council  desire  to 
take  that  step,  of  course  they  have  the  right  to  do 
so.  But  for  myself,  I  cannot  see  why  a  police  offi- 
cer shall  be  passed  free  any  more  than  any  one 
else. 

Alderman  Cutter  —  The  gentleman  seems  to 
think  that  it  is  wrong  to  pass  police  officers  free 
of  cost.  AA'e  have  been  doing  this  for  years,  by 
giving  them  tickets.  Now  we  propose  tolet  them 
pass  free  in  uniform.  The  city  wiU  save  money 
by  it,  although  the  receipts  of  the  ferries  will  uo"t 
show  so  large.  I  an*!  not  so  thin  skinned  about 
running  the  ferries  free.  I  have  voted  for  free 
ferries  once  or  twice,  and  I  am  willing  to  do  so 
again.  But  this  is  no  argument  for  free  ferries. 
Police  officers  who  live  in  East  Boston  have  to 
cross  the  ferries  to  come  to  the  stations,  to  carry 
letters  and  attend  the  court-.  They  are  given 
free  tickets  on  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  and 
why  should  not  the  city  of  Boston  jiass  them  free 
on  'the  ferries  ?  If  we  "give  them  tickets  we  do  not 
know  how  they  are  u  ed.  AVe  think  thej"U5e  too 
many  tickets."  AVe  thijik  they  give  thein  to  their 
families,  and  that  it  will  be  a"saving  to  the  city  to 
have  the  officers  pass  free.  Then  the  directors 
can  have  the  services  of  the  officers  while  they  are 
on  the  boats.    I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  order. 

.\lderman  Stebbins — The  gentleman  argues  that 
policemen  who  live  in  East  Bo-ton  should  be 
passed  free.  The  order  says  all  policemen  shall 
be  passed  free.  If  the  department  desires  to  have 
the  officers  passed  free  they  can  be  jirovided  with 
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a  personal  pass  which  the  officer  can  always  show. 
To  allow  the  policemen  to  pass  free  sets  a  bad  ex- 
ample to  tne  citizens  of  East  Boston ;  it  creates 
an  unpleasant  feeling-  to  have  one  class  of  citizens 
pass  the  ferries  free,  while  others  have  to  pay  toll. 
If  this  is  an  entering  wedge  for  free  ferries, 
let  the  Alderman  say  so,  and  we  will  meet  it  ac- 
cordingly. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  think  the  police- 
men knew  anything  about  this  order  until  after 
it  was  put  in  here  last  Monday.  It  was  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Police,  who  deemed  it  judi- 
cious to  pass  policemen  in  full  uniform  free  of 
tolls.  The  committee  have  no  interest  in  promot- 
ing the  free-ferry  system,  or  any  other  motive 
except  a  desire  to  do  their  duty  to  the  policemen 
of  Boston.  I  think  it  is  due  to  them  that  they 
should  pass  back  ami  forth  free  when  in  full  uni- 
form, and  not  be  obliged  to  pay  toll. 

Alderman  Peters — As  one  of  the  Police  Commit-  ' 
tee  I  favored  this  order,  and  I  should  be  in  favor 
of  having  free  access  to  and  from  each  and  every 
part  of  the  city.  If  we  have  six  bridges  to  South 
Boston,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not  have  one 
free  ferry  to  East  Boston.  But  this  is  not  put  in 
as  an  entering  wedge  for  free  ferries  at  all.  If 
the  officers  are  on  the  boat  in  full  uniform  they 
are  actually  on  duty,  and  the  directors  can  call  on 
any  of  them  to  perform  any  police  duty  that  they 
want. 

Alderman  Emery — This  matter  was  brought  up 
last  year  by  a  petition  from  the  Chief  of  Police,  as 
was  remarked  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8,  and 
the  Committee  on  Perries  gave  a  hearing  on  the 
subject.  We  had  considerable  evidence  to  show 
that  a  number  of  policemen  residing  in  Boston 
were  obliged  to  cross  the  ferries  on  official  duty, 
and  that  they  should  have  passes  instead  of  being 
furnished  with  tickets,  as  was  formerly  the  case, 
and  is  at  the  present  time.  It  was  shown  before 
the  committee  that  a  great  deal  of  abuse  had  pre- 
vailed in  consequence  of  these  tickets  being  fur- 
nished in  the  way  they  were.  They  could  be  used  not 
only  bv  the  policemen,  but  by  their  families  and 
friends.  The  committee  recommended  an  order 
in  favor  of  introducing  passes  for  those  whom  the 
Chief  of  Police  might  deem  it  expedient  to  rec- 
ommend. But  it  met  with  opposition  in  this 
Board  and  was  indefinitely  postponed.  At  the 
same  time  I  think  that  a  system  of  passes  to  the 
proper  persons  is  the  best.  I  believe  that  each 
depaitment  of  the  City  Government  should  rest 
upon  Its  own  basis,  upon  its  own  approjiriation. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  appropriation  tor  East 
Boston  Ferries  should  be  used  by  any  other  de- 
partment. But  I  do  think  that  passes'  for  such 
officers  as  require  them  would  be  altogether  pref- 
erable, and  I  hope  that  system  will  be  adopted, 
instead  of  having  all  policemen  pass  free  in  uni- 
form. 

Alderman  Brooks — This  policy  of  free  ferries 
I  consider  right  for  that  sectionof  the  city,  if  the 
gentleman  puts  it  in  that  form.  I  would"  like  to 
see  any  other  section  of  the  city  which  would  sub- 
mit to  being  put  through  a  two  feet  and  a  half 
hole,  as  they  are  at  those  ferries,  like  a  parcel  of 
sheep  going  through  a  wall.  That  is  what  you 
can  make  of  it— nothing  more  or  less.  It  will  be  a 
saving  to  the  city  to  allow  officers  in  uniform  to 
go  free  of  toll  while  on  duty  in  that  section.  You 
have  first  got  to  print  tickets.  Then  if  an 
officer  comes  down  with  a  prisoner  and  has  no 
money,  he  cannot  pass  tor  the  tollmen 
are  forbidden  to  trust  him.  If  he  comes 
down  with  letters  and  does  not  liav>pen  to 
have  two  cents  in  his  pocket  he  must  go 
back  and  get  them.  I  believe  this  is  a  proper 
order,  and,  further,  that  not  only  policemen,  but 
heads  of  departments  should  pass  free  if  they 
have  business  in  that  section  of  the  city.  Even 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  if  he  has 
to  go  over  there  on  business,  has  to  pay  toll.  That 
is  not  only  a  waste  of  money,  but  of  time.  The 
police  officer  often  requires  an  hour  and  a  half  to 
go  across,  instead  of  half  an  hour. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins — 4. 

Order  to  pay  the  estate  of  Jane  Cook  ,§1764.60, 
for  grade  damages  at  23-25  Central  street.  Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  Fifty  Associates  SS6818,  for 
grade  damages  at  7-17  Central  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Edward  D.  Peters  $1633.35,  for 
grade  damages  at  19-21  Central  street.    Passed. 


Order  to  charge  for  each  license  of  a  i)awn- 
broker  $5,  and  for  each  license  of  a  dealer  in 
second-hand  articles  $3. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  that  the  question  on 
the  passage  of  this  order  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  I  do  this  because  I  do  not  wish  to  go  on 
record  in  favor  of  a  measure  that,  I  believe,  is 
unconstitutional,  and  which  cannot  be  carried 
into  effect  by  law. 

Alderman  Peters— Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  state  where  he  gets  his  authority  for  say- 
ing that  this  order  is  unconstitutional  ? 

Alderman  Power — I  said  that  I  did  not  wish  to 

fo  on  record  as  voting  for  a  measure  that  cannot 
e  enforced  by  law. 

Alderman  Hall — Will  the  committee  give  us 
their  reason  for  asking  tor  this  authority? 

Aldeiman  Peters — I  am  not  one  of  the  commit- 
tee to  which  the  gentleman  refers. 

Alderman  Brooks — After  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  AVard  12, 1  should  like  to  hear  an 
explanation  from  some  member  of  the  committee, 
and  to  know  whether  this  order  is  recommended 
with  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitoi. 

Alilerman  Bigelow — I  do  not  know  whether  the 
City  Solicitor  has  been  consulted  or  not.  It  was 
suggested  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses  that 
suf*h  an  order  would  be  very  proper.  There  are 
other  kinds  of  business  which  are  obliged  to  pro- 
cure licenses.  An  officer  is  provided  by  the  city 
to  take  charge  of  these  classes  of  persons,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  they  should  b^ 
made  to  contribute  something  to  the  support  of 
that  officer. 

Alderman  Cutter—  What  is  to  be  done  witn  this 
money  after  it  is  collected? 

Alderman  BigeloAv — It  is  to  be  paid  into  the 
city  treasury,  the  same  as  the  fees  for  auctioneers' 
and  other  licenses  are. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  it  is  to  pay  for  the  services  of  some 
officer. 

Alderman  Prescott — There  appears  to  l>e  some 
misapprehension  in  regard  to  this  order,  and 
therefore  I  move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table  for  a 
week,  that  gentlemen  may  more  fully  understand 
the  matter. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  state  that  some  years 
ago,  the  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston  imposed  a 
license  fee  of  S50  for  a  permit  to  carry  on  the 
junk  business.  The  dealers  in  that  business  tested 
the  matter,  and  the  coiut  decidetl  that  everybody 
who  carried  on  a  legitimate  private  business  could 
do  so  without  a  license. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMOX  COUNCIL. 


Re- 


petitions of   M.  Scanlau  and  H.  A.  Doe. 
ferred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  report 
what  action  is  necessary  to  prevent  waste  of 
water.    Passed. 

Orders  authorizing  expenditures  of  S225in  fitting 
up  and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  G-, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  at  11  City  square, 
Chavlestown ;  and  of  §225  in  fitting  up  auct  fur- 
nishing the  armory  of  Company  H,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  in  Wiuthrop  street.  Charles- 
town.    Severally  passed — yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  accept  the  clock  on  church 
of  South  Evangelical  Society  in  West  Roxbnry, 
and  to  assume  the  future  care  thereof.  Order 
passed. 

Orders  to  allow  the  Joint  Committee  on  Com- 
mon TO  expend  .*1300  for  loam  and  j!10,000for  labor 
in  addition  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made 
for  those  purposes,  and  §800  for  sods  on  the  pub- 
lic grounds,  and  §6500  for  plants  for  the  Public 
Garden  and  squares.    Severally  passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  J.  F.  Blackinton  and  others  for  the 
purchase  of  land  on  Prescott,  Saratoga  and  Ben- 
nington streets,  for  a  public  square  ;  and  on  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Kuhns  and  others,  that  Orchard 
park  be  graded  and  put  in  order.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  orders  to  tender  thanks  of  the  City 
Council  to  George  Goodnow  for  his  gift  of  .§1000 
to  the  City  Hospital  and  for  the  investment  of  the 
same  in  a  six  per  cent,  city  bond.     Orders  passed. 

REPORTS  FROM   PA■^^^"G   COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitioris  for  grade  damages  by  Francis 
Donne'lly,  Union  street,  Brighton  :  Ellen'Muldoon, 
112  Cabot  street,  and  Thomas  ScoUay,  Wiuship 
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street,  Biightou;  and  on  petition  of  Patrick  Coyne, 
that  Sixth  street,  from  1'  street  to  the  water,  be 
raised  to  Rrade.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recomiuendiuK  tiie  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing order,  which  had  been  previously  recommitted 
to  said  committee : 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Stoughton  street 
in  Ward  10  lying  between  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween Roxbury  and  Dorchester  and  Upham's 
Corner,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  Dudley 
street,  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  place  street  signs  upon  and  number 
said  street  in  extension  of  Dudley  street,  Roxbury. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  gutters,  grade  and  macad- 
amize Cambridge  street,  between  Beacon  and 
Harvard  streets,  Brighton.    Estimated  cost,  81200. 

Ordered,  That  thelSuperintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Glenwood 
street,  Roxbury,  and  r°port  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
dii'ected  to  furni.-h  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Gold  street,  between  F  and 
Dorchester  streets ;  also,  to  pave  the  roadway  of 
said  street  with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  S-1000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  Silver  street,  between  B  and  C 
streets,  and  between  D  and  E  streets;  also  to  pave 
the  roadway  of  said  street  with  wood. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
gutters  and  sidewalk  ou  Woodward  street,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Fifth  street,  between  C  and  E 
streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  of  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Eighth  str*>et, 
between  H  and  1  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  tne  cost  thereof. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  ou  K  street,  between  First  street 
and  Broadway,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and 
gutters. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same    committee — 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Daniel  Dorr,  S150, 281  Ruggles  street ;  P.  H.  Rogers, 
$150,  on  Dorchester  avenue.  Ward  16;  Maria  E, 
CougUlin,  850,  Dorchester  {avenue,  Ward  16. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  Ipase  the  buildings  on  Fort  Hill  wharf 
to  H.  E.  Woodward  &  Co.,  with  the  privilege  of 
wharfage  when  not  required  by  the  Paving  De- 
partment; said  H.  E.  Woodward  &  Co.  to  pay  rent 
from  the  first  of  April,  1874,  at  the  rate  of  eigh- 
teen Imndred  dollars  (S1800)  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  to  place  poles 
in  Brighton  on  Parsons  street,  between  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  and  Washington  street,  and  on 
Washington  street,  between  Parsons  and  Market 
streets,  upon  condition  that  said  comi)any  shall 
remove  said  poles  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  build  a  retainiuo-  wall  and  fence  on 
Seaverns  avenue.  West  Roxbury. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  close  Seaverns  avenue,  between  Elm 
street  and  Starr  lane,  against  public  travel,  while 
the  retaining  wall  is  being  built. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Alpine  street  as  shown  on  a  plan  and 
profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  August 
24th,  1871,  and  deposited  in  the  'offl  ^e  of  the  City 
Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  easterly  side 
of  Harrison  avenue,  between  Dover  and  Maiden 
streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  lay  a  concrete  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
estate  of  J.  W.  Hollis,  on  Cambridge  street, 
Brighton,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  scheijule  of 
the  expense  thereof. 

Order  for  the  collection  of  one-half  the  cost  of 


laying    sidewalks  on    Chandler  street,   betweeu 
Berkeley  and  St.  Charles  streets. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  XEW  "WATER   BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being 
the  subject  of  the  consolidation  of  the  two  water 
boards,  the  <iuest)on  being  on  the  motion  of  Al- 
denuan  Peteis  to  substitute  the  minority  report, 
inexpedient  to  legi-late  (City  Doc.  Xo.  54),  for  the 
majority  report  and  ordinance  (City  Doc.  No.  53), 
in  favor  of  said  measure. 

Alderman  Prescott— Mr.  Mayor— The  impor- 
lauce  of  the  matter  now  before  the  Board, 
naiiiely.  the  establishment  of  a  paid  Water 
Commission,  the  members  of  which  are  to  be 
appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Council,  is  such  as  to  en- 
gage very  generally  the  attention  of  the  citi- 
zens of  noston,  and  must  be  my  excuse  for  ask- 
ing the  indulgence  of  the  Board'  this  afternoon. 
Involving  as  it  does  a  radical  change  in  one  ox 
our  most  important  departments,  and  naturally 
bringing  into  the  debate  the  whole  subject  of  com- 
missions, I  ask  an  attentive  hearing,  even  if  I 
claim  in  speaking  today  more  of  their  time  than 
is  iny  custom. 

The  Alderman  from  the  Jamaica  Plain  District, 
who  >p()ke  so  fully  at  our  last  meeting,  has  ever 
been  sensitive  when  the  matter  of  commissions 
has  been  before  the  Board,  and  in  his  recent 
speech  made  the  bold  statement  that  "the  Alder- 
men of  the  city  can  do  all  the  work  which  can 
be  performed  by  a  commission."  1  take  issue, 
Mr.  Mayor,  upon  that  point,  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  prove  that  it  is  as  impracticable  to 
carry  on  successfully,  systematically  and  eco- 
nomically the  vast  iritere'sts  of  this  "great  me- 
tropolis, under  the  provisions  of  the  present 
city  charter  by  committees  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council,  as  it  would  be 
to  attempt  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  this  great  na- 
tion under  the  old  "Articles  of  ConfecVeratiou" 
goveriiinij:  the  thirteen  original  colonies  a  century 
ago. 

Let  us  recur  for  a  moment  to  the  days  when 
Boston  was  first  settled.  The  townsmen  could 
then  meet  together,  discuss  and  act  for  them- 
selves upon  any  (jiiestion  of  interest.  Then  as  the 
toM'ii  increased  in  numbers,  selectmen  were  ap- 
pointed and  invested  with  certain  rights  and 
powers,  till,  in  1822,  May  1.  Boston  was  incorporat- 
ed under  a  citv  charter,  with  John  Phillips  as  its 
first  Mayor,  '{he  Board  itf. Aldermen  were  by  this 
charter  invested  with  the  same  rights  formerly  ex- 
ercised by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  town; 
they,  with  the  JIayor,  who  did  not  then  have  the 
veto  power,  constituted  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Government,  and  the  Common  Council  the 
legislative.  Under  that  identical  city  charter, 
Mr.  Mayor,  vvTth  changes  made  in  18o4,  mainly 
to  this  effect,  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should 
be  increased  from  eight  to  twelve,  and  choose  a 
permanent  president,  and  that  the  Mayor  should 
be  invested  with  the  veto  power;  under  that  same 
city  charter,  I  say,  Mr.  Mayor,  well  suited  to 
those  days,  but  poorly  suited  to  ours,  we  are 
endeavoring  to  carry"  on  the  city  business  of 
today.  Let  us  look,  Mr.  31ayor,  at  some  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  city  in  those  early  days. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  six  years  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  Josiah  Qnincy,  Senior,  (1823  to  1829).  The 
ciry  was  then  growing  so  rapidly  that  he  termed 
it  in  one  of  his  messages  a  young  republic.  Look 
at  it  today,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  note  the  growth  of 
half  a  century.  Then  a  territory  of  three  or  four 
square  miles."  a  ]iopulation  of  40.000,  an  assessed 
valuation  of  825,000,000  and  no  steambo.it  or  rail- 
road communication ;  today,  a  territory  of  upwards 
of  thirty-five  square  miles,"  a  population  of  a  third 
of  a  million,  an  assessed  valuation  of  8800,000,000, 
and  liecoming  one  of  the  great  commercial  and 
business  centres  of  the  continent.  May  we  not 
well  pause  and  consider,  Mr.  Mayor,  in  what 
manner  we  are  attempting  to  execute  the  great 
trust  imposed  upon  us  by  so  large  and  so  eiiii^ht- 
ened  a  community?  Are  we  not,  as  a  Board  of 
Aldermen,  staggering  under  a  burden  which  no 
twelve  men  who  ever  lived  can  carry?  Why, 
Mr.  Mayor,  has  the  gentleman  from  Ward  iv 
such  superior  ability  and  business  qualification 
that  he  can  performso  much  more  than  could  the 
Aldermen  of  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  who  had 
then  imjiosed  uiion"  them  a  mere  fraction  only  of 
the  trust  that  we  have  today. 

I  quote  from  the  elder  Quincy's  inaugural  in 
1827  a  few  items.    He  says — 
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"During  the  four  last  years,  from  1823  to  1826  in- 
clusive, there  has  been  expended 

For  schoolhouses  and  land $30,000 

"    engines,  engine  horses,    land,  and  all  ex- 
penses of  the  Fire  Department..  34,000 

Common  sewers    1-5,000 

■Widening  streets }?S'l^kn 

Vaving  and  repair  of  str.iets 119,i,00 

making  a  total  in  four  years  for  these  important 
departments  about  gS.W.OOO."  I  venture  to  assert, 
Mr.  Mayor,  that  Ihe  City  Council  for  the  past 
fouryea'rs  has  expended  for  these  departments 
not  less  than  ten  million  of  dollars. 

In  1827  Mr.  Quincy  said,  "The  gratuitous  labors 
of  that  important  body  of  men  [refering  to  Ihe 
Board  of  Aldermen],  who  have  hitherto  fulfilled 
their  duties  in  a  manner  so  exemplary,  ought  by 
every  possible  precautionai-y  measure  to  be  dimin- 
ished, iu  order  to  remove  objections  to  the  accept- 
ance of  that  laborious  and  res}3onsib!e  of- 
fice." Mr.  Mayor,  if  such  true  words  were 
said  forty--everi  vears  ago,  may  we  i  ot  al 
most  doubt  the  '  sanity  of  those  who  claim 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  today  can  of  them- 
selves, without  any  outside  assistant  in  -commis- 
sions or  other  boards,  thoroughly  and  intelligently 
manage  and  economically  and  most  practically 
conduct  those  important  departments  whicii  have 
now  grown  to»6uch  a  magnitude  as  to  require  an 
expenditure  m  single  departments  of  a  sum  little 
les-i  than  was  required  for  all  the  departments 
twenty  years  ago?  You  will  pardon  mo,  Mr.  May- 
or, if  1  quote  a  few  estimates  from  the  Auditor's 
report  of  18.54,  and  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board 
to  compare  them  with  the  estimates  for  the  pres- 
ent year: 
Common  and  public  squares,  then  $33,000  now    Sll.5,700 

Fira  Department "       87 ..WO     "         751.892 

Lamps.: "        «5.0UO     "  4.')5,50(l 

Paving '•      l!'5.(100     "      2,IIU(l,U()0 

Police  "      147,000     "         HGr,,iiu0 

Public  buildings "         7,500     "         107,000 

Sewers  and  drains "       33,000     "         300.000 

An.,    thus    I    could     go   on,    Mr.    Mayor,    and 
show  almost  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  otner 
items  of  the  Auditor's  leport.    The  I'olice  Depart- 
ment then  consisted  of  200  men;   now   tlie   Chief 
tells  me  he  has  656.    Comi)are  your  Water  Depart- 
ment of  that  day  with  the  present.    The     appro- 
priation   a^-ked'of    the    City    Council    in     that 
yeJir    was   .361,000;    this   year   the    Water    Board 
ask  and  receive  .|1,498,500.     This  latter  amount  in- 
cludes the  interest  on  the  water  loan.  The  income 
from  the  Water  Board  \jg>s,  in  1854,  $217,007.51 ;  the 
estimated  income  this*l^ar   is   over  a  million  of 
dollars.    The  Water  Board  of  1854  asked  for  an  ap- 
propriation "for  the   nece-sary  expenditures   on 
the  v/ater  works  to  keep  them  in  order,  etc.,  and 
for  the  cxiem^ion  of  the   works,"  of  S(J1,000;  thi-' 
year  they  ask  for  .-!;l,108,000.    The  W^ater  Board  of 
that  year  v>'as  comiiosed  of  as  able  a  ho.ly  of  men 
as  could  be  found  in  the  community.     Such  men 
as  Thomas  Wetmore,  John  II.  Wilkins,  Henry  B 
Rogers,  Jonathan    I'leston,   Adam   W.   Thaxter, 
Sampson  Reed,  Tnomas  Sprague.    The  duties  and 
responsibilities  then  were  as  nothing  comiiared 
with  what  they  are  today,  and  could  command  the 
I  est  talent   in"  the   cornmuiiity.    Today,  with  the 
labors  increased  ten  fold  and  intricate  questions 
of  vital  importance  continuf.Uy  coming  befoie  the 
hoard,  and  absolutely  demanding  the  wholetimcif 
the    city's   interest   is   properly    guarded,    I  say 
it  is  absolutely  impossible,    Mr.  Mayor,   to   com- 
mand,    y.ithout     an     adequate     compensation, 
the    talent  we    must   have.      That   tileiit    must 
be    of   the    highest    order,    and    must    combine 
scientific    attainment    with    the    be-^t    practical 
business  talent.    To  attempt  to  carry  on  so  impor- 
tant a  department  as  the  Water  Department  is  to- 
day in  any  other  form  than  this,  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
Mayor,  to  show  a  lamentable  failure  to  appre- 
ciate the  safety,  even,  of  our  constituents.  Almost 
without  exception,  the  intelligent  portion  of  this 
community  demand  a  better  state  of  affairs  than 
we  have  had  of  late,  and  1  doulit  not  will  cordially 
indorse  the  action  propo-ed  by  a  majoritj  of  the 
committee  \\  ho  have  reported  to  us  on  this  matter. 
The  next  question,  then,  seems  to  he  by  whom 
this  commission  shall  be  appointed.    I  say  unqual- 
ifiedly, by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  subject  to  the 
confirmation  of   the  City  Council.    l'  take  issue 
with  those  of  this  Board  who  contend  that  such 
boards  should  come  directly  oy    vote    of  the  peo- 
ple, or  by  vote    of  the   two   branche?  of  t!ie  City 
Council."  Put  this  responsibility  directly  in  charge 
of  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  city,  if  you 
want  the  best  man  that  can  be  had  for  these  places. 
The  voters  of  Boston  have  not  yet  fallen   into  that 


state  of  political  lethargy  that  will  allow  incom- 
petency or  dishonesty  to  enter  into  the  exalted 
position  of  Mayor  of  this  city.  Political  combi- 
nations, rings  and  cliques  may  control  some  of 
the  minor  places,  and  the  people  may  be  almost 
powerless  against  them. 

Trades  and  bargains  may  be  made  by  unscru- 
pulous and  designing  men  for  some  positions,  an<l 
maybe  successfully  consummated;  but  the  peo- 
ple will  demand  that  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  city  shall  be  a  man  above  reproach.  To 
him  they  look  for  their  protector,  and  in  him  they 
are  will  ng  to  confide  power  and  responsibility. 
Such  even  is  the  provision  of  our  jiresent  city 
charter  in  many  important  appointments,  and 
such  is  the  direction  in  which  good,  wholesome 
government  points  today.  1  have  not  taken  this 
position,  Mr.  Mayor,  without  much  thought, 
study  and  investigation,  but  I  am  now  well  satis- 
fied that  such  is  the  only  good  tenable  ground. 
Any  other,  however  plausible  at  first  sight  it  may 
appeal,  is  unsafe,  and  will  more  surely  lead  at  last 
to  dishonesty  and  corruption.  I  beg  leave  to 
quote  some  authorities  upon  this  important  point. 

Surely,  Mr.  Mayor,  no  one  will  pretend  to 
deny  tliat  the  elder  Quincy  filled  tiie  position  of 
Mayor  of  this  city  with  sign  >1  ability.  Xo  one 
better  than  he  understood  both  the  theory  and 
practice  of  municipal  government.  He  made  both 
a  study,  and  today  we"  are  reaping  the  benefit  of 
his  wisdom  and  foresight.  I  quote  the  following 
from  his  inaugural  address  to  the  City  Council  in 
182,3: 

"One  great  defect  in  the  ancient  organization  of 
the  Town  (ioverinnent  was  the  divi«ion  of  the 
executive  jiower  among  many,  the  conse(iuent 
lit  1^.  responsibility,  and  the  facility  with  which 
that  little  was  shiftedfrom  one  department,  board 
or  individual,  to  another;  so  as  to  have  the  in- 
habitants in  a  great  measure  at  a  loss  whom  to 
blame  for  the  deficiency  in  the  nature  or  execu- 
tion of  the  provisions  for  their  safety  and  police." 

Again  he  says,  speoking  of  the  indispensable 
requisites  of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  such  as  great 
zeal,  great  activity,  great  self-devotion,  and,  as 
far  as  possible,  a  ihoi'ough  acquaintance  with  the 
relations  of  the  people — 

"Nor  is  it  only  necessaiy  that  these  qualities 
should  at  all  times  be  exacted  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  that  he  should  be  held  to  a  rigid  ex- 
hibition of  them  in  his  official  conduct;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  also  necessary  that  all  the 
departments  should,  be  so  arranged  as  to  throw 
upon  him  the  full  weight  of  all  the  respon- 
sibility which  the  charter  attaches  to  his|office. 
Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  weaken  that  sense 
of  resiionsibility,  above"  all,  whatever  enables 
the  executive  officer  to  cast  the  blame  of  weak 
plans  or  inefficient  execution  upon  others,  has  a 
direct  tendency  to  corrupt  the  £3xec.utive,  and  to 
deprive  the  citizens  of  a  chief  benefit  c(mtomplat- 
ed  in  the  charter. 

Whatever  form  of  organization  of  any  depart- 
ment tends  to  deprive  the  executive  officer  of  the 
city  of  the  liovver  to  carry  into  effect  the  laws,  or 
transfers  that  iiower  to  others  di  .(onnected  from 
hi>  responsibility,  has  a  dv.-ect  tendency  to  encour- 
age the  Executive  in  igiKuance,  inactivity  or  im- 
becility, which  will  inevitably,  sooner  or  later, 
iesi:lt  just  in  propo:tioii  as  the  organization 
enables  him  to  throw  the  blame  of  mismanf^ge- 
ment  upon  others,  or  not  to  hold  him'-elf  account- 
able for  it.  On  the  executive  should  ultimately 
devolve  the  accountability  for  the  efficiency  o"if 
all  the  deijartments,  and  every  organization  is 
defective  which  enaliles  him  to'  escape  from  it," 
and  finally  he  ailds,  "The  result  cf  my  exj-erience 
during  the  i;ast  year  on  this  subject  is  this:  that 
the  interests  of  the  city  are  most  deeply  connect- 
ed witli  such  an  organization  of  every  (.ranch  of 
executive  power  as  that  the  uUiuiate "responsibili- 
ty for  the  execution  should  rest  upon  the  Mayor; 
and  v/hich  he  shonUl  therefore  be  incapable  of  de- 
nying or  evading;  that,  at  all  times,  the  blame 
should  lest  upon  him,  without  the  ])ow<ni)f  throw- 
ing it  oil  upon  others  iu  case  of  any  defect  of 
plan  or  inefficiency  iu  execution."  So  much  for 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Quincy. 

Judge  Dillon,  in  his  recent  able  treatise  on  the 
"Law  of  Municipal  Corporations,"  says — 

"Experience  has  demonstrated  the  necessity  cf 
more  power  and  more  resjionsibility  in  the  execu- 
tive head  of  (uir  municiiial  institution.  Too  often 
the  duties  of  the  Mayor  or  executive  officer  are 
only  nominal,  and  to  these  he  gives  but  little  at- 
tention— a  natural  result  ot  his  want  of  imror- 
tance  and  of  his  inability  to  control  the  adminis- 
tration of  municijial  affairs. 
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If  thp  office  be  olothed  with  dijrnily  and  real  au- 
hoiity;  it' tlie  Mayor  shall  l)e  'iivested  with  the 
veto  1)0 wer;  //  h('\li<ill  h<iw  t/irsole  rir/lit  to  ap- 
point, (nirl  thr;  tinrfittrirtflil  jioii:r;r  to  sicspend  or 
reinovf,  suhorrlinate  offiviftls  or  lirnd.-i  of  tlrpart- 
■nieiUs,  then  the  citizens  can  .iustly  demand  of  him 
that  he  shall  be  individunlly  resjiou  ible  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  concerns  of  the  municipali- 
ty, and  if  {cricvaucps  exist  they  « ill  know  to  whom 
to  apply  for  remedy  or  upon  whom  to  fix  the 
blame." 

Mr.  Mayor,  I  am  content  to  leave  this  branch 
of  the  sui^ject  at  this  point,  and  hasten  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  objections  wliich  have  been  raised 
here  and  elsewhere  to  the  praclical  workincs  of 
these  boards  or  commissions  in  other  large  cities. 

Whenever  the  si-bject  of  establishing  commis- 
sions is  under  discussion  a  good  deal  is>aidina 
vague  way  about  ihe  evil  results  which  have  fol- 
lowed the  introduction  of  that  system  of  govern- 
ment in  other  large  cities,  notably  in  New  York. 

If  gentlemen  will  only  look  at  the  facts  as  they 
are,  they  will  find  that  the  experience  of  other 
citie.s  furnishes  the  strongest  argument  in  favor 
of  the  establishment  of  executive  boards,  the 
members  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for 
a  term  of  years. 

In  New'  York  the  m.unicipal  government  was 
formerly  organized  in  substantially  the  same  man- 
nei  that  the  governm'»nt  of  this"  city  was  organ- 
ized before  the  establishment  of  anv  commissions. 

It  was  under  ihat  system— namely,  the  exercise 
of  executive  business  by  committees  of  the  Alder- 
men and  Councilmen  aad  by  individual  members 
of  those  bodies  that  the  government  became  the 
mo'-t  corrupt  of  anv  in  mo4ern  times. 

It  was  for  the  purpose  of  overthi  owing  that  sys 
tem  that  ihe  citizens  who  had  property  to  piotect 
appealed  to  the  State  to  coine  in  and  govern  them. 

There  they  made  a  fat.l  mistake,  the  evil 
effects  of  wh'ch  have  not  yet  passed  away. 

The  boards  appointed  bj  the  executive'power  of 
the  State,  under  influences  quite  as  vicious  as  they 
could  possibly  have  been  i.i  the  municipal  coun- 
cil-, hail  no  feeling  of  re;  ponsibility  to  the  people 
they  were  establt  Led  to  govern. 

Intrusted  with  the  exj)enditvire  of  vast  sums  of 
money,  and  without  any  adequate  system  of 
check's,  it  would  have  been  indeed  surprising  if 
some  of  the  heads  of  departments  had  not  yielded 
to  the  temptations  by  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  to  be  said  to  the 
credit  of  these  State  commissions,  and  that  is, 
■while  they  misspent  a  great  deal  of  money,  they 
have  made  the  city  of  New  York  what  no  govern- 
ment constituted  as  the  old  one  was— where  the  leg- 
islative and  executive  powers  areexeicisedby  the 
same  body— could'have  made  it.  They  have  made 
it  .he  most  magnificent  city  in  this  country. 

When  the  citizens  found  that  their  appeal  for 
State  government  had  not  accompli-hed  all  that 
they  had  expected  in  the  way  of  an  economical 
administration  of  affairs,  they  then  undertook 
seriously  to  accomplish  the  lefonn  at  home. 

A  vigilance  committee  was  organized,  composed 
of  men  having  the  largest  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  city — all  of  them  men  of  integrity  and  many 
of  them  rtien  of  <li  tinguished  ability. 

The  result  of  their  labors  is  embodied  in  the 
charter  which  Vtient  into  operation  just  a  year 
ago. 

The  whole  subject  of  municipal  institutions  was 
exanined  in  the  most  thorough  and  comprelien- 
sive  manner  and  Mith  a  single  view  to  arrive  at 
the  best  result. 

The  committee  saw  the  mistake  which  bad  been 
mule  in  giving  up  the  control  of  their  own  affairs 
to  outside  powers.  They  also  saw  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  securing  either  an  efficient  or  an 
nones",  administration  by  going  back  to  the  old 
method. 

Thsy  therefore  adopted  the  very  system  which 
we  jjropoe  to  adopt  here.  They  have  given  to  the 
Al  lermen  elected  by  the  people  the  legislative 
powers  of  the  coriioration,  and  they  have  given  to 
the  Mayor  and  to  the  boards  and  heads  of  depart>- 
ments  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  arproval 
of  the  Aldermen,  all  the  executive  powers. 

The  new  system  has  not  been  in  operation  long 
enough  to  test  it  fully,  but  spite  of  some  errors 
whicli  hive  been  m;uie  and  which  were  inevitable 
in  cariying  out  such  a  change,  I  believe  that  the 
sub:  taiiti^I  citizens  of  New  York  will  say  that  they 
have  not  for  twent>'  years  previor.s  had  a  govern- 
ment so  honest,  efficient  <»nj  economical  as  they 
have  had  during  the  past  year  under  the  new 
charter. 


I  do  not;  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending 
that  the  exact  form  of  government  \\hicli  has 
been  finally  adopted  in  New  York  hhould  be  ii<- 
trodurcd  heiC. 

Their  traditions  are  different  from  ouis.  I  be- 
lieve that  wp  should  adhere  to  the  oil  forms  as 
far  as  ),os>ib1e,  but  the  principle  wliich,  after  long 
and  b>;ter  experience,  ha.-;  been  adopted  in  that 
ciiy  and  in  all  the  other  laige  cities  of  the  coun- 
try, of  dividing  the  legislative  business  f.om  tLB 
executive  business,  is  of  universal  application. 

It  may  be  stated  as  an  axiom,  thar  the  body 
which  makes  the  laws  and  taxes  the  people  for 
the  inaiiitenance  of  the  government  should  not, 
at  the  saiiip  time,  be  intrusted  with  the  execution 
of  the  laws  and  the  expenaiture  of  the  money.  It 
is  not  safe.  1  he  temptation  is  too  great  where  a 
single  bo  iy  has  unrestrirted  power  to  raise  and 
expena  money. 

tlnladeli.hia  and  Washington  have  also  heeu 
citeil  as  bearing  testimony  against  commissions.. 
If  gentlemen  of  this  Hoar, I  will  thoroughly  inves- 
tigate the  manner  in  which  commissions  have 
beenap]iointed  in  tho.-e  cities  they  will  be  unable 
to  find  any  valid  argument  against  the  appointing 
of  commissions  as  is  propoed  in  hoston.  Phil- 
adelphia has  appointed  its  commissions  part- 
ly by  the  Mnyor,  partly  by  the  select  and 
common  councils,  and  partly  by  the  courts. 
With  such  a  division  in  the  appointirg  pow- 
er, success  could  not  reasonably'  be  expected 
and  has  not  been  attained.  In  the  city  of 
Washington  the  federal  authority  has  inter- 
vened and  appointed  men  to  responsible  posit  ons 
whose  interests  and  s>mpathies  were  not  with  the 
peuile.  Many  nf  them  had  iiomes  far  away,  and 
were  merely  sojourners  among  the  people. 

Let  us  take  a  lesion  from  tlis  experience  of  oth- 
er cities  and  exercise  a  wise  forecast  by  changing 
the  organization  of  our  Government  to  meet  tlie 
changed  condition  of  affairs,  caused  by  the  growth 
of  ihe  city,  before  corruption  gets  the  better  of  us 
and  paralyzes  our  efforts  at  reform. 

Mr.  Mayor,  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  refer 
briefly  to  the  two  commissions  recently  appointed 
by  our  late  Mavor,  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Ci  y  Council.  I  have  been  surprised 
and  painied  by  the  slurs  and  inuendoes  which  have 
so  frequently',  I  had  almost  said  which  have  so  con- 
tinually, been  cast  upon  honorable  gentlemen  com- 
posing these  two  boards,  during  tl^e  six  months 
that  I  have  had  the  honor  of  occuoying  a  seat  at 
this  Board.  No  charges  of  any  name  or  nature 
have  been  made  against  them,  and  I  am  almo.-t  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  words  used  here  in  debate 
and  which  now  stand  upon  our  records.  I  am  no 
champion,  in  the  usual  sense  of  that  term,  of 
either  of  those  commissions,  but  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  Boston,  who  put  them  there,  I  do  de- 
mand fair  play.  By  their  fruits  the  voters  of  Bos- 
ton vvdl  judge  them,  as  they  \/ill  ju^'ge  us  by  our 
acts  and  conduct  here.  Be  it  ours  to  be  watchful 
and  see  to  it  that  the  public  interests  receive  no. 
detriment  at  our  hands. 

I  do  not  propose  to  stand  here,  Mr.  Mayor, 
and  argue  in  favor  of  a  Eoard  of  Health.  *rhe 
people  came  here  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  ago 
and  demamled  that  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  city 
shoull  be  more  zealously  guarded.  They 
believed  that  if  the  town  of  Bojton  in 
1799  required  a  special  board  of  twelve 
m"n,  be-iiies  the  Selectmen,  to  constitute  a  Board 
of  Health  to  be  ever  on  the  alert  in  regard  to  that 
most  important  matter— the  health  of  the  town — 
they  were  not  uireasonable,  after  they  had  found 
that  a  committee  of  three  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen were  unable,  with  their  other  overwhelm- 
ing duties,  to  give  pioper  attention  to  the  matter, 
to  demand  that  a  proper  board  should  be  consti- 
tuted and  be  vigilant  by  day  and  by  night.  That 
board,  I  believe,  Mr.  M;^.ybr,  has  done  and  is 
now  doing  f  fficient  work.  "During  the  past  twelve 
months  about  eleven  thousand  nui-ances  and 
other  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Health  have  been  reported  and  attended  to. 
These  aie  of  every  name  anil  nature, such  asfilthy, 
ill-ventilated,  over-C:owded  houses;  cellars  occu- 
pied as  Sleeping  rooms  or  containing  stagnant 
water  and  other  filth;  privies  in  all  condit  ons  cf 
fifth;  vaults  open,  defective,  overflowin;;,  situated 
under  houses  .ir  encroaching  upon  adjoining 
piemises,  and  in  various  ways  iv  jurious  to  the 
healih  of  the  i;eople;  vacant  lots  and  lands  cov- 
ered with  nuisances  and  ui. drained;  streets, 
eourt!',  lanes  and  alleys  undrained  and  filthy.  The 
numbei'  of  such  which  have  been  actually  reme- 
died during  the  year  ending  Mav  1, 1874,  is  not  less 
than  10,553. 
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About  2900  tenement  houses  have  been  thor- 
oug^hly  inspected,  and  an  accurate  description  and 
condition  of  eaidi  recorded  in  the  office.  Quaran- 
tine, with  it:^  various  duties  and  appurtenances,  is 
under  the  care  of  ihe  Board  of  Healtli,  and  to  the 
same  care  has  fallen  the  charjie  of  seventeen  cem- 
eteries, some  of  them  in  a,  most  dilapidated  condi- 
tion. We  furnish  that  board  with  a  sev"U  by  nine 
office  in  which  to  attend  to  these  rather  unpleas- 
ant functions,  and  many  who.-'e  fates  have  never 
been  seen  inside  the  office  to  ask  a  question  or  in- 
spect a  record  (in  fact,  Mr.  Mayor,  nine-tenths 
of  the  members  of  the  City  Council  have  never 
visited  the  office)  are  free  in  their  criticism  of  the 
board,  and  complain  that  it  is  an  unnecessary  ex- 

Eense,  and  would  vote  to  put  such  a  detiartment 
ack  into  the  hands  of  a  committee.  Mr.  May- 
or, I  would  refer  all  such  sentlomen  to  an  in- 
spection of  the  lioard  of  Health  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  they  will  find  one  of  the  most  perfect 
departments  in  the  world.  We  are  jusi  learning 
our  A  B  Cs  m  sanitary  science,  and  are  not  yei 
prepared  to  receive  our  diploma  of-  graduation. 
Milk  Inspectors,  I  learn,  are,  as  a  general  thing, 
placed  under  the  Boards  of  Health.  Bath  houses, 
also  being  maintained  for  the  public  health, 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  projer  department 
to  come  undef  their  care.  Having  had  some  six 
mouthy'  experience  on  the  Commttt'eeon  Bathing, 
I  wish  to  put  upon  record  my  tiini  belief  that, 
shoulfl  the  City  Council  vote  to  put  the  Bathing 
Department  under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  it  would  result  in  an  annual  saving  of  not 
less  than  f  15,000— more  than  sufficient  to  pay  all 
their  salaries,  and  more  than  one-third  of  the 
appropriation  for  bathing  for  the  i)resent  year. 
My  colleagues  upon  that  committee  iu  this  Board 
— the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  and  the  Alderman 
from  the  Island  Ward — must  agree  with  me  in  this 
statement. 

The  other  board  to  which  I  would  call  attention 
is  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  organized 
Nov.  20,  1873.  The  senior  AMerman  from  Ward  6 
[Alderman  Cutter]  stated  at  the  last  meeting  of 
this  Board  that  the  only  reason  why  that  depart- 
ment was  placed  under  a  commission  was  that  the 
people  had  lost  contidence  in  the  department,  as 
It  was  then  conducted.  The  gentleman  usually 
speaks  from  the  book,  and  in  this  case  was  cer- 
tainly not  mistaken.  He  asks  you  to  comi)are  the 
expenses  of  running  the  Fire  Department  now 
with  what  they  were  ten  ^ears  ago.  I 
beg  the  Board  to  first  compare  th-'m  with 
the  expenses  of  last  year,  when  we  were 
attempting  the  folly  of  running  such  an  immen'e 
department  under  the  control  of  a  committee  of 
the  City  Council,  the  leading  members  of  such 
committee  being  members  of  more  than  a  dozen 
other  important  committees,  thus  preventing 
them  from  having  anything  like  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  inside  wo'-kings  of  the  department. 
No  more  conscientious,  faitnful  or  economical 
man  ever  sat  at  this  Board  than  the  man  who  was 
last  year  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  tLe  Fire 
Department,  and  who  today  is  the  senior  member 
oi  this  Board.  A  faithful  sentinel  over  the  treas- 
ury, he  was  powerless  then  as  he  is  powerless  to- 
day over  the  departments  of  which  he  is  Chair- 
man, the  aggregate  appropriations  for  which 
amount  to  millions  of  dollars.  What  have  we  for 
a  department  today  under  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners? 

It  consists  of  twenty-nine,  steam  fire  engines, 
eleven  hook  and  ladder  trucks,  twelve  hose  car- 
riages, two  extinguisher  wagons,  one  chemical 
engine,  one  fire  boat— fifty-six  pieces  in  all.  Thei  e 
are  67.3  men,  153  of  whom  are  permanently  em- 
ployed.   There  are  120  horses. 

The  Fire  Alarm  Department  of  the  city  now  in- 
cludes the  Fire  Alarm  Department  of  the  Chailes- 
town  and  West  Roxbury  districts,  and  Brighton  is 
now  being  connected. 

The  number  of  men  permanenlly  employed 
therein  is  ten,  and  nine  others  temporarily.  The 
bells  and  clocks  in  charge  of  the  department  are 
quite  large  in  number,  there  being  thirty-three 
clocks  to  keep  in  order,'etc.;  the  ringing  of  the 
bells  for  seven,  one  and  nine  o'clock  is  also  in- 
cluded. The  engine  houses  were  formerly  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  but 
are  now  in  charge  of  the  board  and  the  repairs 
are  done  by  order  of  the  commis.'ioners.  All 
equipments  and  supplies  are  ordered  by  the  com- 
missioners on  requisition,  and  as  fa r  as  practica- 
ble purcliased  at  wholesale  and  delivered  a.-?  re- 
quired. 

When  the  department  was  managed  by  the 
joint  committee  it  comprised  only  the  Fire  Depart- 


ment projjer,  previous  to  annexation.  Now  it 
con-ists  of  the  Fire  Department  as  the  commis- 
sioners took  it,  the  Fire  Departments  of  Charles- 
town,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  tire  Fire  Alarm 
of  Boston  and  the  Fire  Alarm  of  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury,  also  the  department  of  beUs  ard 
clocks  and  the  engine  houses. 

The  work  performed  by  the  commission  in 
reorganizing  the  department  has  takei_  all 
their  time  from  eaily  morning  to  5  P.  M., 
without  cessation.  The  deparliu^nt  has  been 
reorganized  by  the  addition  of  six  permanent 
companies,  making,  as  before  seated,  ten, 
whose  duties  are  well  defined  and  who  are  well 
disciplined;  the  call  companies  being  in  the  sub- 
urbs are  reiiuired  to  do  duty  only  when  the  alarm 
sounds  the  locality  to  which  they  are  assigned. 
In  reorganizing  the  force  many  members  were 
found  whose  age  exceeded  fifty  years,  and  it  was 
,  also  found  that  many  members  had  their  daily 
emplovment  far  away  from  their  apparatus,  and 
the  boird  deemed  the  public  security  demanded 
that  they  should  give  place  to  others  whose  age 
was  within  that  named,  and  whose  place  of  busi- 
ness was  near  their  apparatus.  (If  course  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty  many  good  men  were 
touched,  and  it  naturally  elicited  criticism  and 
censure;  but  fair-miiuled  men  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  its  being  done. 

And  11  jw,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  call  your  especial  at- 
tention to  the  expenses  of  this  immensely  in- 
creased department.  What  are  they  ?  I  find 
them  to  be  only  about  the  same  as  last  year,  name- 
ly, $40,000  per  month,  exclusive  of  'the  cost  of 
water  and  hydrants,  wnich  the  city  ordinance 
provides  the  commissioners  shall  pav  for,  amount- 
ing to  about  S9D,000. 

The  board  are  actually  running  three  additional 
departments,  namely,  Chailestown,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton,  aiid  also  about  eighty  more 
permanent  men  at  -SIODO  each  per  annum." 

Mr.  Mayor,  system,  thoroughness,  watchful- 
ness over  every  expenditure,  economy  iu  all  the 
details  of  that'vast  department,  will  enable  those 
com.iiissioners  to  bring  the  expenses  of  the  Fire 
Department  within  the  amount  it  cost  last  year, 
which  was  about  $587,000. 

The  .17007.07  which  was  spent  by  the  committee 
under  the  old  regime  for  refreshments,  carriage 
hire,  and  a  worse  than  useless  parade  during  the 
last  year,  will  not  be  wanted,  and  you  will  have  a 
department  more  efficient  by  far  than  Boston  has 
ever  had  Ijefore.  I  predict,  Mr.  Mayor,  a  fur- 
ther saving  to  the  people  of  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  per  cent,  in  ihe  amount  of  their  insurance 
premiums  during  the  next  five  years.  1  will  not 
take  the  time  of  this  Board  in  argument  after  pre- 
senting such  tacts.  If  they  are  not  sufficient  in 
themselves  to  convince,  no  words  of  mine  can 
have  any  effect. 

And  now,  Mr.  Mayor,  here  is  the  showing  of 
one  commission.  You  may  say  it  is  too  early  to 
judge  of  it  yet,  and  that  may  be  true  to  a  certain 
degree;  but  this  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  no 
man  ever  lived  who  could  do  as  the  Chi  :f  Engineer 
of  that  department, — in  addition  to  running  to  all 
fires  and  attending  to  the  other  duties  naturally 
devolving  upon  him, — no  man,  I  say,  could  have 
that  thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  de- 
partment, such  as  sup])lies,  repairs,  etc.,  as  to 
handle  that  enormous  appropriation  to  its  best 
advantage. 

We  have  been  endeavoring  to  carry  on  the  large 
departments  of  this  Government  as  they  were 
carried  on  in  the  past.  But,  Mr.  Mayor,  this 
is  worse  than  folly.  It  cannot  be  done.  Examine 
your  Auditor's  report  of  this  year,  and  compare 
your  expenditures  with  those  of  ten  years  ago. 
Look  at  your  teiritory,  your  population,  your  val- 
uation, and  tell  me  how  much  longer  you  can  safe- 
ly intrust  these  large  departments  to  a  mere  su- 
perintendent under  the  direction  of  a  committee, 
liable  to  change  rrom  year  to  year,  and  whose 
members  have  a  dozen  other  committees  to  act 
upon?  What  do  you  ask  of  an  Alderman  who 
sits  at  this  Board  now?  Impossibilities.  You 
ask  him  to  take  a  seat  at  rhe  Water  Board  and  act 
intelligently  there  upon  the  momentous  questions 
constantly  coming  before  him;  you  ask  him  to 
take  the  chairmanship  of  the  Pa.ing  Com- 
mittee, and  see  to  it  that  the  300  miles  of 
streets  now  in  Boston  are  properly  attended  to, 
and.  that  an  appropriation  of  two  millions  of 
dollars  is  wisely  and  economically  expended. 

You  ask  him  to  take  the  chairmanship  of  tbe 
Police  Committee,  and  see  to  it  that  the  thirty-five 
square  miles  of  Boston's  territory  is  prop  erly 
guarded.    You  ask  him  to  see  and  critical  ly  ex- 
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amine  every  man  who  is  aiii)oiiitcti,  and  to  try 
every  officer  against  whom  coniphiint  is  made. 
You'ask  liitu  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
whole  system  of  jjolice,  ar.d  to  economieally  spend 
$865,000.  You  a.sk  him  to  take  the  chairmanship 
of  the  North--impton-street  District  Committee, 
and  see  to  it  that  u  large  and  important  section  of 
the  city  is  properly  filled;  that  all  acts  are  done, 
legally;  that  all  damages  are  ])roperly  adjusted; 
and  that  all  employes  perform  tlieir  duty, — all  this 
involvinii  n  very  large  experditiire.  You  ask  him 
to  take  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  hear  the  innumerable  cases  coming 
before  th;it  committee,  and  wisely  a<'t  upon  them, 
and  save  the  city  from  costly  and  vexatious  law 
suits.  You  ask  him  to  take  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Committee  on  Hiidges,  and  look  after  the  ex- 
penditure of  $200,000.  Ymu  ask  him  to  act  upon 
the  Committee  on  I'ublic  Instruction  and  consider 
all  requests  from  the  school  board,  and  purchase 
land  for  more  schoolh(>uses  wherever  wanted, 
from  the  Newton  to  the  Somerville  line. 

You  ask  him  to  serve  upon  the  committees  upon 
the  As-essors'  Department,  the  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment, Fort  Hill,  Public  Institutions,  Sumner  Me- 
morial, b'ourth  of  July,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  All  this, 
Mr.  Mayor,  you  ask  of  one  man  and  then  ask 
him  to  pre;)afe  himself  to  vote  intelligently  every 
Monday  afternoon  upon  the  varied  and  important 
questions  coming  before  this  Board.  And  then, 
Mr.  Mayor,  after  he  has  served  the  city  two  or 
three  years,  you  ask  a  new  man  to  come  '.n  and 
assume  these  resi)onsiI)ilities. 

Mr.  Mayor,  I  will  not  longer  weai-y  the  Board. 
My  mind  is  clear  upon  this  joint  that  we  cannot 
propel ly  attend  to  the  interests  of  this  great  city 
a'!  we  are  attemi)ting  to  do  it  now.  The  financial 
transactions  of  our  treasurv  last  vear  exceeded 
$22,000,000,  and  the  peoph-  w'ill  demand  a  faithful 
guardianship  over  tlieir  interests. 

Some  or  our  work  must  inevitably  be  delegated 
to  others.  Though  the  cv  is  raised  that  such  a 
course  is  undemocratic  and  unrepnblican,  I  have 
yet  to  hear  a  murmur  from  the  intelligent  public. 
On  the  other  hand  the  press,  speaking  iEor  the 
people,  are  a  unit  in  favor  of  a  change. 

AJderman  Hall — In  reply  to  some  remarks  which 
have  been  made  this  afternoon,  1  will  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Board  for  a  few  minutes.  And 
first,  as  to  the  net  itself.  "NVhen  the  committee 
reported  to  this  Board  in  favor  of  the  union  of  the 
Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards,  they  gave  as 
a  reason  that  we  had  two  l)oards  and  proposed  to 
consolidate  them.  There  was  no  mention  of  a 
Commission,  not  the  fir.st  wird  about  a  commission, 
in  that  report.  We  requested  the  Mayor  to  ])etition 
the  Legislature  for  authority  to  establish  a  water 
board,  not  to  set  up  a  commission  here,  in  which 
one  man's  power  is  set  up  in  opposition  to  twelve. 
What  have  we?  We  have  an  act  drawn  by  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government,  or  by  some  individ- 
ual member,  whichin  my  judgment  is  not  safe  for 
this  city  to  accept,  in  proof  of  which  I  have  the 
best  legal  authority  that  1  can  obtain  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  Mr.  Healy's  opinion,  which  I  find  in 
printed  form  upon  my  desk,  does  not  sustain  it. 
He  says  they  are  constituted  an  agency  for  the  tak- 
ing of  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River.  Whosie  agents 
are  they?  Who  gave  them  that  agency?  The 
Legislature  made  them  agents ;  they  are  the  agents 
of  the  Legislature,  and  we  cannot  control  them. 
In  talking  that  matter  over  with  Mr.  Henry  W. 
Paine,  I  was  told  that  the  city  could  not  wisely  ac- 
cept of  such  an  act  from  th(3  Legislature.  As  to 
the  legislative  act,  after  it  says  wl.at  the  City 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  may  do  in  establish- 
ing a  water  board",  it  goes  on  to  say  that  it  "is  also 
empowered" — the  Legislature  has  empowered 
them  to  do  these  things— "to  act  as  the  agent  of 
the  city  of  i?oston  in  doing  any  or  all  things 
■which  'the  city  is  now  autlioiized  to  do 
in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water 
rights  and  other  i)ropeity,"  etc.  That  is, 
it  is  empowered  to  take  the  water  of  Sudbury 
River;  It  is  Sudbury  River  thatjthis  means,  noth- 
ing more  or  less,  and  the  design  of  the  framers  of 
this  measure  was  to  carry  the  Sudbury  River 
scheme.  Xo  man  can  dispute  it;  no  man  can 
deny  that  it  is  meant  to  force  that  scheme  upon 
the  city  of  lioston,  vvhether  or  no.  The  act  was 
passed'  for  that  purpose ;  the  Legislature  has 
clothed  this  new  board  with  authoiity  to  seize 
Sudbury  River,  and  you  cannot  deny  it.  It  makes 
the  board  the  agent  of  the  city.  Now  it  is 
claimed  that  the  agent  cannot  be  greater  than 
the  principal.  But  here  is  a  case  in  which 
the  agent  of  this  city, — tbe  creature  of  the  Legis- 
lature,— has  authority  to  do  all  that  the  principil— ; 


the  city — has  power  to  do.  I  object  to  the  num- 
ber of  this  commission,  if  we  are  to  have  such  a 
commission.  1  object  to  the  number,  for  the  same 
reason  that  I  gave  a  week  ago  today, — that  it  is 
not  the  wisest  man's  counsel  which  "will  prevail, 
for  the  weakest  man  holds  the  ca.stiug  vote.  The 
strongest  man  is  no  stronger  than  the 
weakest,  and  the  mo.st  honest  has  no  more 
power  than  tae  most  corrupt.  Then  I  object 
to  appointed  commissions.  What  honesty  is 
thereabout  siudi  apijointments?  What  honest, 
upiight  man  desires,  such  an  ai)pointing  power? 
Is  not  the  desire  born  of  an  ambition  to  promote 
future  political  ends?  When  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  y  claims  that  commissions  have  worked 
wonders  where  they  have  been  esiablished,  and 
have  been  successful.  1  point  to  New  York, 
which  is  known  to  be  a  mass  of  political  corrup- 
tion, and  to  Washington,  which  has  been  finan- 
cially ruined.  1  f ail  to  see  where  they  have  been 
a  success  in  any  city  that  has  adopteil  them. 
Again,  I  do  not  see  any  reason,  when  every- 
thing is  umlergoing  a  gradual  change  and 
shrinkage  in  values,  why  the  salaries  of  these 
comaiis.iioners  should  continue  for  three  years,  or 
during  rhe  terms  for  which  they  are  respectively 
appointed.  Is  it  because  they  are  worth  more 
each  and  every  year?  Is  it  because  wages  are  the 
same  and  money  has  the  same  value  for  each 
successive  j'ear?  I  do  not  see  any  wisdom  in  that 
provision  of  the  act.  And  again,  I  would  protest 
against  the  right  of  three  men  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  price  of  water  in  this  city.  When  we  adopted 
the  present  source  of  supply  and  brought  the 
water  into  the  city,  if  my  memory  serves 
me  rightly,  the  wate.'  rates  co'-ld  not  be 
increased  unless  by  petition  of  one  hundred 
citizens,  and  then  only  on  condition  that  the  in- 
come fell  .short  of  the  amount  nece-sary  to  pay 
the  water  debt  for  two  years;  or  if  they  were 
more  than  enough  to  pay  that  interest,  one  hun- 
dred citizens  could  petition  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  who  could  appoint  a  commission  of  three 
men  to  change  those  rates.  The  de.-ign  of  this 
act  seeiiis  to  be  to  regulate  the  kind  of  water 
fixtures  to  be  used.  One  day  we  were  called  to- 
gether to  pass  an  order  to  petition  the  Legislatuie 
for  authoiity  to  license  plumbers — which  meant 
to  change  the  water  fixtures.  Doe.s  not  this 
look  as  though  .some  one  owned  a  patent 
right  and  wished  to  force  it  upon  the 
city?  I  cannot  see  the  wisdom  of  such 
legislation.  I  T)elieve  that  Mr.  Healy  here  al- 
lows that  if  this  new  board  is  established — 
and  I  would  say,  in  connection  with  this  opinion, 
that  this  act  was  drawn  by  him,  and,  it  oeiiig  his 
creature,  consequently  he  will  not  destroy  it  by  a 
written  opinion,  and,  therefore,  we  ought  not  to 
weigh  this  opinion  too  strongly — he  says-  that  if 
this'commission  is  appointed  liiey  have  the  right 
to  take  water  under  the  direction  of  the  City 
Council.  And  that  water  is  what?  The  Sudbury 
River.  That  is  the  only  water  the  city  has  a  right 
to  take;  consequently  1  say  the  e-tablishmer.t  of 
this  commission  is  a  positive  stej)  towards  Sud- 
bury River.  Without  further  trespassing  upon 
the  patience  of  the  Beard,  I  will  wait  till  I  hear 
some  more  of  the  arguments  from  the  other  side. 
Alderman  Peters — I  do  noi  care  to  go  over  the 
ground  which  I  went  over  the  other  day,  but  the 
Alderman  on  my  left  [Alderman  Prescott,]  seems 
to  hnve  levelled  some  of  liia  heavy  artillery  at  me. 
He  says  he  has  beep  pained  by  the  slurs  whi3h 
have  been  thrown  out  here  against  eomniissions 
in  this  City  Hall.  The  remarks  I  made  last  week 
gave  simple  facts,  i  said  that  commissions  do 
not  feel  the  nece.ssitv  of  diieci  responsibility  to 
the  people,  and  then  stated  that  a  friend  of  mine 
waited  an  hour  and  forty-five  minutes  outside  be- 
fore he  was  notified  to  come  into  the  commissionr 
ers'  room.  1  can  introduce  the  gentleman  to  the 
Alaerman  on  my  left  any  day.  A  delegation 
from  my  district  came  to  see  the  Board 
of  Health.  .  Their  ofti(-e  hours  are  said 
to  be  from  niue  till  two;  the  delegation 
had  to  wait  outside  until  the  clerk  was  ready  to 
.see  them.  If  the  commisisiouers  had  been  elected 
it  won!!  not  have  been  so;  no  other  than  an  ap- 
pointed commission  would  have  dared  to  have 
left  the  citizens  waiting.  The  jiosition  cf  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  left  was'take n  fvoui  .Judge  Dillon's 
opinion,  which  entirely  throws  over  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman,  because  he  would  destroy  the 
power  of  the  Mayor,  whereas  Judge  Dil'on's  argu- 
ment is  that  the  "cily  Council  should  not  have  the 
power  to  confirm.  The  fact  that  New  York  needs 
commissions  is  no  argument  that  we  do.  A  sick 
man  n(!eds  medicine.    There,  is  no  reason  to  say 
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that  we  are  in  the  same  condition  as  New  York, 
because  everybody  knows  that  we  are  not.  The 
growth  of  the  city  of  which  the  gentleman  speaks, 
he  must  remember,  has  taken  place  under  the  old 
system  and  not  under  the  counnissions.  He  says 
the  appropriation  for  the  Paving  Department  is 
two  million  dollars.  It  is  only  one  million  three 
hundred  thousand. 

Alderman  Frescott— I  made  the  statoment  that 
the  Paving  Committee  had  two  millions  to  spend. 
The  general  appropriation  for  paving  wts  thirteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  thar  for  the  burnt  dis- 
trict four  huudred  thousand,  and  then  there  are 
extra  approi)riatjons  for  the  Washington-street 
extension  and  others,  so  that  the  total  amounts  to 
very  nearly  two  millions. 

Alderman  Peters — The  amount  which  the  gen- 
tleman gave  was  two  millio::;s  which  was  laid  upon 
the  Paving  Department  this  year,  owing  to  the 
growth  of  tbe  city.  That  statement  was  calculat- 
ed to  deceive,  because  it  was  owing  not  to 
the  growth  of  the  city  but  to  its  diminution 
by  lire.  But  a  great  "deal  of  the  growth  of 
the  city  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  gov- 
ernment which  ht  wisnes  to  overthrow.  The 
great  reason  why  this  matter  was  postponed  to 
today  was  on  account  of  the  question  of  cue  legal- 
ity of  this  commission  taking  Suc'bury  River  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  City  Council ;  as  to  the  measure 
itself,  I  suppose  that  the  gentlemen's  minds  have 
been  made  up.  Mr.  Healy's  opinion  is  that  they 
cannot  do  so,  but  that  the  act  "simply  eiuibles  the 
City  Council  to  constitute  the  board  an  agency  for 
the  taking  of  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River,  etc., 
but  it  does  not  enable  the  board  to  take  the  water 
or  do  any  other  act  pertaining  to  such  taking,  un- 
less they  are  first  authorized  by  thfCity  Council." 
Then  he  t,oes  on  to  say,  "The  only  purpose  of  in- 
serting the  last-named  provision  in  the  act  was,  I 
suppos«„to  give  the  board,  when  established,  the 
same  capacity,  to  be  invested  with  powers  unuer 
the  Sudbury  River  act,  whicli  the  Cochituate 
"Water  Board  now  have."  i'loni  what  he  had  said 
before,  that  board  were  invested  with  that 
power  without  this  additional  sentence  be- 
ing added,  although  Mr.  Healy  may  be  asked, 
when  it  is  as  plain  as  "Thou  shalt  not  steal,"  I  do 
not  think  we  need  go  to  lawyers  for  an  oxjinion. 
The  statute  under  which  this  ordinance  is  made 
reads,  "Said  board  may  be  empowered  by  said 
Citv  Council  to  exercise'  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  CommonweaUh 
upon  the  city  of  Boston,  with  reference  to  supply- 
ing said  city  with  water,  or  of  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  water  boards" — then  there  is  a  semicolon, 
making  an  entire  division  of  the  sentence,  and 
the  act  continues,  "and  is  also  empowered  to  act 
as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or 
all  things  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do 
in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights," 
etc.  The  city  is  now  authorized  to  take  Sudbury 
River,  and,  with  all  due  deference  to  Mr.  Healy's 
opinion,  I  believe  that  the  Supreme  Court  would 
decide  that  the  new  board  is  empowered  to  do  all 
that  the  city  is  empowered  to  do.  Therefore,  I 
think  this  ordinance  should  not  pass,  at  lea^t  until 
the  City  Council  shall  decide  what  source  is  the 
best  from  which  to  take  an  additional  supply  of 
water. 

Alderman  Clark — Mr.  Mayor,  I  did  not  expect  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  any  remarks  upon 
this  subject  until  within  a  day  or  two,  but,  sir,  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  and  hav- 
ing, after  a  very  careful  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject,.signed  a  report  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
commission  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  the 
uniting  of  the  Cochituate  .and  Mystis  water 
boards,  1  ferl  it  my  duty  to  defend  the  report  and 
state  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  recommend 
a  change,  in  otder  to  have  the  affairs  of  this  de- 
partment managed  to  the  best  advantage.  It 
may  be  that  the  management  of  the  W,ater 
Board  in  the  past  has  been  satisfactory; 
but  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  board 
have  increased  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  until 
they  have  become  such  that  no  board,  composed 
as  this  one  has  been  of  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil and  of  citizens  at  large  (serving  without  pay), 
can  give  the  time  and  care  they  "demand.  This 
fact  is  admitted  by  members  of. the  present  board, 
who  have  had  an  opportunity  to  know  the  re- 
quirements of  the  position.  They  advocate  a 
change,  such  as  the  Oommittee  on  Water  have 
recommended,  and  I  assure  you  that  this  would 
not  be  admitted  by  one  member,  at  least, 
did  he  not.  see  the  absolute  necessity  for  it,  and 
had  he  not  made  up  his  mind,  after  a  long  and 
carfiful  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  no  other 


course  was  left  for  him  to  pursue  if  he  desired 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  city.  Boston 
has  outgrown  its  present  water  supply  and 
is  preparing  for  the  expenditure  of  very'  large 
amounts  for  additional  facilities;  and  in  the 
expenditure  of  this  money  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage we  should  have  men  who  can  give  to  it 
their  whole  and  undivided  attention.  The  meet- 
ing of  a  board  of  gentlemtn  for  an  hour  a  day  is 
noc  sufficient  to  carry  on  this  department,  no  mat- 
ter how  competent  they  may  be,  or  how  great 
their  capacity  for  the  despatch  of  business.  In 
the  hearing  befo'^e  the  coiiimitteo  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  a  water  commission,  we  had 
the  testimony  of  ex-Presidents  Norcross,  Bradley, 
and  Allen,  recommending  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  organization  of  a  board,  the  members  of 
whi(di  .'^hould  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  a 
term  and  compensated  for  their  services.  Those 
gentlemen  have  had  experience  as  members  of  the 
board  as  it  now  exists;  they  are  men  of 
sound  judgment  and  would  not  lie  likely  to  ad- 
vise any  change  which  they  had  not  \vell  con- 
sidered' and  which  they  did  not  believe 
to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city. 
We  had  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Haven,  the  present 
President  of  the  board,  strongly  recommending 
the  appointment  of  a  commission,  and  giving  the 
best  of  reasons  why  he  considereil  such  a  change 
desirable.  It  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  Water 
Registrar  that  it  would  l)e  greatly  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  to  have  a  board  composed  of  men  who 
can  devo'ce  their  entiie  time  to  this  work  for  a 
reasonable  compensation.  Thus  we  see,  sir,  that 
those  who  have  been  conversant  with  the  duties 
and  requirements  of  this  department  in  the  past, 
and  those  who  are  at  present  upon  the  board,  and 
who  have  had  opportunities  to  understand  this 
whole  subject  better  than  we  who  have  had  no 
experience  possildv  can,  believe  that  the  interests 
of  the  city  in  this  department  v.'ill  be  best 
serveil  in  the  hands  of  a  commission.  1  con- 
tend that  the  business  of  this  department,  as 
well  as  some  others,  has  become  so  great, 
and  requires  such  constant  attention,  that  the 
city  must  pay  for  such  services  if  they  are  to  be 
renilered  in  a  manner  acceptable  to'  the  tax- 
payers. A  commission  composed  of  able  and 
honest  men,  who  would  devote  all  tlieir  time  to 
the  work  assigned,  is  \\  hat,  in  my  opinion,  is  re- 
quired at  the  present  time.  There  would  not  be 
the  liability  of  a  change  each  year  that  there 
now  is ;  it  'would  be  of  a  more  permanent  char- 
acter, which  certainly  would  be  of  great  advan- 
tage in  a  board  of  this  kind.  A  commission  has 
no  more  power  than  the  City  Council  chooses  to 
give  them,  nor  could  they  si)cnd  a  dollar 
of  money  unless  permission  was  first  given 
them  ,by  the  power  which  created  them,  and 
to  whom  they  are  responsible  for  all  their 
acts.  :  It  is  not  a  question  of  usurping  the 
power  now  held  by  the  City  Council,  inasmuch 
as  a  commission  is  first  bound  i.n  investigate, 
and  then  present  the  results  of  its  investigation 
and  doings  to  the  City  (iovernment  for  its  ap- 
proval. They  can  do  nothing  but  what  tliey  are 
especially  empowered  to  do  by  the  City  Council, 
with  reference  to  supplying  the  city  with  water,  or 
fn  acting  as  the  agent's  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
doing  any  or  all  things  which  the  city  is  now  au- 
thorized to  do  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands, 
water  rights  and  other  property,  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  works  and  ai)i)liances 
for  supplying  the  city  of  Boston  or  other  cities 
anil  towii.s  with  pure  water.  No  ))ower  i ;  delegat- 
ed to  a  commission  which  is  i;ot  completely  and 
.  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  City  Council.  1, 
for  one,  Mr.  Mayor,  am  not  dispos'ed  to  believe 
that  the  conimis'sioris  already  in  force  are  not 
'■'doing  a  good  work  and  proving  successful 
in  the  various  departments  for  which  they 
were  constituted.  At  all  events,  it  is  our 
duty  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  before  we 
condemn  them  so  unqualifiedly  as  we  have  heard 
done  here  during  the  present  year.  1  think  the 
people  would  hardly  submit  to  tlie  abol-'tion  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  notwithstanding  the  severe  criti- 
cisms which  it  has  received  at  our  hands.  1  be- 
lieve it  is  doing  a  gooil  work  and  labors  earnestly 
and  successfully  to  jirotect  the  health  of  the  city. 
It  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  because  we  have 
no  serious  epidemic  amongst  us,  there  is  no 
work  for  the  Board  of  Health.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  the  very  best  reason  for  believing  that  it'has 
accomplished  the  work  tor  which  if  was  estab- 
lished, viz.,  the  jireservation  of  the  health  of  the 
city..  And  allow  me  to  say  that,  through  the  legal 
abilities  of  the  chairman  of  the  board,  the  city  fias 
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already  received  from  the  P.taf  e,  on  account  of 
snialliiox  ))ainjers,  more  than  enough  to  pay  the 
f^ahiiies  of  its  memlicrs  lor  the  next  three  years, 
and  not  one  tialf  lias  yet  b(!en  collected. 
The  jieoiile  demanded  a  Kire  Commii->ioii.  and  it 
remaiiis  to  he  seen  vhetlier  or  not  it  will  fulfil 
their  exiicctat'.ons.  It  ha^  i:ot  as  yet  had  time  to 
fully  reoi'nanize  the  depanment,  or  to  };et  into 
titdi  roiiiplctP  workinj;'  order  w  liich  1  trust  will 
eventiially  result  in  (livini;'  to  i  ur  city  the  most 
jjerfect  protection  ajjainst  tiie  possessed  by  any 
municipality  in  the  land.  The  Conimission  on 
Streets,  1  believe,  meets  with  the  approbation  of 
all.  No  mi'mber  of  this  Board,  so  far  as  I  know, 
doubts  its  usefulness,  or  the  i  eeessity  existing  for 
such  an  organization.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
know  soniethnig  of  its  labors  for  the  past  two 
years,  and  I  think  that  in  no  other  way  could  the 
the  irterests  of  the  city,  in  this  departinent,  be  so 
well  cared  for.  Objections  have  been  made  to  the 
manner  in  which  these  conimissu)ns  are  to  he 
established — they  are  not  elected  by  the  peojjle, 
and  that,  consequently,  the  ])eople  liave  no  voice 
in  the  matter.  To  which  it  may  bs'  replied,  that 
though  oppohi.lc'/  by  the  M:iy(;r,  they  must  be 
contifmcd  l)y  the  City  Couii"'il,  whicli  is  itself 
elected  by  the  people,  and  holds  thi»  power  in  its 
own  hands.  Experience  his  shown  that  in  almost 
all  cases  better  men  arc  secured  by  appointment 
by  a  competent  and  impartial  head  than  by  selec- 
tf,  n  by  the  people  at  lar<>e,  and  the  citizens  of 
Boston  have  only  to  look  carefully  to  their  choice 
of  JIayor  and  City  Council  to  be  sure  of  compe- 
tent and  faithful  commissioners.  It  being  an  ad- 
mitted fact  rhat  some  change  in  the  management 
of  the  Water  Dep.iriment  »?(/(«* be  made,  what  bet- 
ter can  v,e  do  than  to  vote  to  constitute  this  com- 
mission of  three,  who  as  appointees  of  the  jiresent 
Mayor,  an<l  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
present  City  Council,  we  certainly  must  know  will 
be  such  men  as  will  do  all  that  is  req'iired  of 
them,  and  aftei  due  trialshonldthey  fail  tosatisfy 
these  re<}uireinents,  the  same  power  which  creates 
has  the  power  to  abolish. 

Alderman  Peters — As  I  wish  to  go  upon  record 
as  one  of  the  few,  one  of  the  immortal  few,  who 
think  the  citizens  of  Boston  are  capable  of  man- 
aging the  city's  affairs  intelligently  and  jiroperly. 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— When  th's  question  was 
under  discussion  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  AVaru  12, 
who  desired  that  certain  informatiiSn  might  be 
ha,d  from  the  City  L-oIicitor  before  he  was  pre- 
pared to  vote  upon  this  ordinance,  it  was  laid 
upon  the  table  till  today.  Acting  upon  that  sug- 
gestion, on  the  following  day  I  caused  a  letter  to 
be  written  to  the  City  "Solicitor  asking  his 
opinion  upon  the  legal  point  which  was 
raised  at  the  last  meeting,  whether  the  act  gave 
to  the  Water  Board  power  to  seize  the  waters  of 
any  river  or  any  lands  whatever.  A  reply  has 
been  received,  which  is  before  you. 

City  Hall,  June  23, 1874. 

Hon.  John  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor:  Dear  Sir — 
I  ain  instructed  by  Alderm.in  Stebbins,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Water,  to  send  you  the  copy 
of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  es- 
tablishment of  ,he  Boston  Water  Board,  and  to 
ask  your  opinion  a>,  to  the  extent  of  the  powers 
which  can  be  exercised  by  that  board  when  estab- 
lished by  the  City  Council;  whether  it  can  act  as 
the  agent  of  the  city  in  taking  lands,  water  rights, 
etc.,  without  being  specially  authorized  by  the 
City  Council;  whether  it  can,  for  instance,  pro 
ceeil  to  take,  under  the  ])rovisions  of  chapter  177 
of  the  acts  of  1872,  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River 
and  Farm  I'onil,  and  the  rights  connected  there- 
with, without  other  authority  than  that  conferred 
upon  it  in  the  statute  under  which  it  is  estab- 
lished. I  am  also  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
Lbe  City  Council  can  at  this  time  elect  members 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Boaid,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  City  Council  of  Chailestowii  could  have 
elected  them,  if  that  corporation  had  not  been 
merged  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your3, 

James  M.  Bugbee, 

Clerk  of  Committee. 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 

2  Fkmbkrton  Square,  ] 
Boston,  June  26,  1874. 
Sir — In  reply  to  your  inquiries  as  to  what  powers 
the  recent  act  of  the  Legislature,  autho:iziug  the 
city  of  Boston  to  establish  a  water  board,  confers 
upon  the  board  when  established,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  the  only  power  which  the  board  will  de- 


rive from  the  statute  is  that  of  establishing  and 
regulating  the  price  or  rents  for  the  use  of  the 
water.  They  will  have  no  further  authority,  ex- 
cept such  as  maybe  given  to  them  by  ordinance. 

The  act  provides  that  the  boai  d  may  be  empow- 
ered !iy  the  City  Council  "to  exerciseall  or  any  of 
the  powers  conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  Cbm- 
monwealth  iqion  the  city  of  Boston,  with  refer- 
ence to  supjjlying  said  city  with  water,  or  of  the 
Coehituatc  and  Mystic  water  boards";  but  the 
board  can  exercise  none  of  these  powers  until 
they  are  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  City  Council. 

Tlie  act  contains  the  further  provision  that  the 
board  "is  also  empowered  to  act  as  the  agent  of 
the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or  all  things 
which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do  in  relation 
to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights  and  other 
property,  and  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  works  and  appliances  for  supplying  the  city  of 
Boston  and  other  cities  and  towns  with  pure 
water." 

The  jiiovision  simply  enables  the  City  Council 
to  constitute  the  board  an  agency  for  the  taking 
of  the  waters  of  the  Sudbury  River,  etc.;  but  it 
does  not  enable  the  board  to  take  the  water,  or  do 
any  other  act  i)ertaining  to  such  taKing,  unless 
they  are  first  authorized  by  the  City  Council.  The 
board  are  simply  made  an  agent,  or  made  capable 
of  being  an  agent;  and  an  agent  has  no  power 
other  than  what  the  principal  confers  upon  him. 
The  City  Council  may,  therefore,  ^ive  the  board 
as  large  powers  as  the  act  authorizes,  or  restrict 
them  within  any  desirable  limit. 

The  only  purpose  of  inserting  the  last-named 
provision'  in  the  act  wa<5, 1  suppose,  ti  give  the 
board,  when  established,  the  same  capacity  to  be 
invested  with  powers  under  the  Sudbury  River 
act,  which  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  now  have. 
It  will  Ije  seen  by  reference  to  the  last-named  act 
that  the  city  is  authoiized  to  exercise  tv>e  powers 
therein  granted,  by  and  through  the  agency  of  the 
Cochituato  Water  Board,  and  not  by  and  through 
any  other  agency.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,"  if 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  was  to  be  abolished, 
to  provide  some  other  agency  in  their  place,  by 
which  the  purposes  of  this  act  may  be  carried  into 
effect. 

To  your  inquiry  as  to  the  feasibility  of  continu- 
ing the  Mystic  Water  Board  with  its  present  pow- 
ers, 1  answer  that  there  is  no  legal  objection  to  so 
doing.  The  act  annexing  Charlestown  to  Boston 
provides  that  this  board  "shall  be  continued  a  sep- 
arate organization  under  the  direction  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  until  the  said  City  Council 
shall  determine  to  unite  it  with  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  of  Boston."  If  it  be  determined  to 
continue  the  Mystic  Water  Board  as  a  separate 
organization,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  elect 
members  thereof  in  place  of  those  w  hose  terms  of 
office  have  expired  or  may  expire,  I  recommend 
the  adoption  of  an  ordinance  ])roviding  for  such 
election,  as  it  is  questionable  whether  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  city  of  Chfjlestown,  under  which  the 
present  members  were  chosen,  remains  in  force, 
so  as  to  authorize  further  elections  under  it. 
Very  lespectfully,. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Alderman    Stebbins— The    City  Solicitor  gives 

I  as  his  opinion  that  the  board  can  sim- 
ply act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
can  exercise  no  powers  whatever  unless  given 
them  by  ordinance,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  power  to  establish  and  regulate  the  price  of 
water  rates.  To  that,  I  take  it,  there  is  no  objec- 
tion. Indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  powers  that  should 
be  conferred  upon  a  board.  The  new  board  is 
simply  made  an  agent. 

Alderman  Hall— Made  an  agent  by  whom?  Who 
makes  this  board  an  agent? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  authorizes  the  city  of  Boston  to 
establish  this  Watei  Board  as  their  agent  to  do 
certain  things  which  the  City  Council  have  been 
empowered  to  do  by  the  Legislature.  The  Legis- 
lature have  authorized  the  city  to  take  the  water 
of  Sudbury  River;  they  may  authorize  the  taking 
of  the  water  of  Mystic  Pond  and  establishing  of 
additional  storage  reservoirs  there.  This  Water 
Board  will  be  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Hall — xS  it  not  made  an  agent  of  the 
Legislature? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  contend  that  it  is  not,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  relates  to  fixing  the  water  rates. 
That  is  Mr.  Healy "s  o^linion,and  I  think  he  is 
sustained  in  that  opinion  by  good  legal  talent. 
The  Alderman  from  Ward  10  objected  to  giving 
the  new  Water  Board    authority  lo  fix   the  water 
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rates,  and  said  that  a  hundred  citizens  had  the 
right  to  petition  tne  Su;jreine  Judicial  Court  for 
an  al)atem:ntfroin  or  addition  to  those  rates.  This 
act  provides  expresfly  that  tlie  fixing  of  the  water 
rates  shill  be  subject  to  the  provision  to  which 
he  refers;  "subject  to  the  provisions  of  ^ections 
twelve  and  thirteen,  of  chapter  one  hundred  and 
fixty-f  even,  of  the  acts  of  eiuhtcen  hundred  and 
forty-six."  Those  are  the  sections  which  allow  one 
hundred  citizens  to  petition  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Ciurtforan  abatement  whenever  the  rates  ex- 
ceed the  interest  on  the  water  debt;  and  when 
the  rates  do  not  meet  the  interest  on  the  debt, 
Ihey  may  be  increased  in  the  same  way.  This  is 
fully  jirovided  for  in  the  act.  The  A-ldennan  from 
AVard  10  h  is  said  that  he  has  obtained  the  opinion 
of  a  competent  lawyer  in  Cambridge,  in  regard  to 
the  passage  of  this  orJinance.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  City  Council  are  obliged  to  follow  the  opinion 
of  that  gentleman.  The  city  of  Boston  has  a  City 
Solicitor,  by  whose  opinion  the  government  is 
obliged  to  be  governed.  Mr.  Paine  or  any  othtr 
lawyer  to  the  contrary.  Objection  is  made  that 
the  commission  should  be  elected  by  the  people 
rather  than  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  point 
was  raised  that  the  power  to  nominate  the  Water 
Board  was  conferred  upon  the  Mayor  for  political 
purposes  by  those  in  high  .authority.  I  think  that 
such  tf.lk  as  that  had  better  be  confined  to  v  arc! 
v^aucufes  rather  than  be  leard  in  this  Bo.ird  of 
Aldermen,  for  certainly  tlie  city  of  Boston  has 
rarely,  if  ever,  been  guilty  of  electing  a  Mayor  in 
whom  the  citizens  of  Bo-ton  had  not  entire  confi- 
dence and  respect.  1  think  we  can  secure  a  better 
class  of  men  by  appointments  by  the  Mayor  Jian 
by  the  various  ward  caucuses  which  meet  during 
the  year.  We  all  know  that  ic  the  commissioneis 
were  elected  by  the  wards,  thsy  woulil  have  to 
spend  three  or  four  months  every  year  in  seeing  the 
ward  committees  and  secure  pioper  rei)resenta- 
tion  in  the  nominating  convention.  The  questi»>n 
really  before  us,  I  apprehend,  is  that  of  appoint- 
ing a.  suitable  board  for  the  management  of  the 
Water  Department  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have 
listened  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to 
the  gentlemen  from  Wards  S)  and  6  in 
regard  ti  the  value  of  commissions  in  gen- 
eral. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  should 
advocate  a  commission  for  every  department  in 
the  City  Hall,  because  their  labors"  have  increased, 
but  in"  this  paiticular  department  tiiere  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  one.  Here  is  a  property  valued  at 
thirteen  millions  of  doUa's;')f  it  were  our  own 
property  I  think  we  should  ge;  the  best  business 
talent  to  manage  if.  That  is  w  lat  this  act  pro- 
vides ill  the  establishment  of  this  board.  I  would 
again  reply  to  the  objection  that  the  salaiy  cannot 
be  reduced  for  the  term  for  which  the  commis- 
sioners are  appointed.  I  do  not  think  it  should 
be.  When  men  are  eallel  to  positions,  they 
BhouM  know  wh.at  their  salaries  are  to  be  for  the 
term  for  which  they  are  appointed.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  of  contract  between  them  and  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the 
city  continuing  that  salary  for  the  term  for 
which  the  officer  is  appointed.  There  are 
other  objections  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  but  they  were  so  loose  and  general  that 
it  is  hardly  wortli  while  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Board  in  traversing  them.  I  think  the  members 
of  this  Board  fully  understand  the  case. 

Alderman  Hall— In  reply  to  the  gentleman's  re- 
marks in  reg'-ird  to  my  speech  as  to  the  power  con- 
ferred upo)i  the  Mayor  in  this  act,  and  the  state- 
ment that  a  better  place  would  be  at  the  ward 
caucuses,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  am  not  here  for 
fine  thinsrs  or  pleasant  sayings,  but  .'imply  for 
honest  truths,  and  if  my  words  hit  any  one  I  can- 
not help  it.  1  am  not  here  to  please  any  man,  but 
to  do  my  duty.  I  do  not  believe  any  honest  man 
here  can  say  that  it  is  best  to  put  the  annointing 
power  in  the  hands  of  any  one  Mayor.  We  cannot 
judge  of  the  future  but  bv  the  past,  aid  I  would 
ask  if  every  geritleman  wbo  has  been  Mayor  dur- 
ing the  last  forty  years  has  been  fit  to  liollthe 
appointing  iiower,  and  would  not  some  of  them 
have  used  it  for  personal  agcrandizement?  If 
that  is  not  so  then  I  fail  to  read  aright  the  charac- 
ter of  those  who  have  gone  before  us. 

Alderman  Peters— I  tru't  that  tte  gentleman 
from  Ward  8,  in  stating  that  a  better  seo  cf  men 
might  be  appointed  than  elected,  speaks  for  him- 
EClf  and  not  for  others. 

Al  lerinan  Stebbins— I  do  not  know  to  what  the 
gentleman  refers. 

Alderman  Power— Mr.  Mayor,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  snould  have  taken  up  the  time  of  this  Board 
on  this  subject  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  in  reference  to  the 
Bathing  Department  and  its  management.  Al- 
though I  agree  with  what  he  says  in  relation  to 
the  expense  of  running  that  department,  still 
I  wish  to  say  thit  such  a  saving  as  he  al- 
ludes to  can  be  made  without  establishing 
a  commission  to  do  it.  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  r.ecessavy  to  establish  a  commission 
in  oreler  to  make  that  saving.  In  the  hsaring 
given  in  the  matter  of  the  reoigauization  of  the 
Fire  Department,  one  of  the  mo-t  honest  men 
whoever  had  the  honor  of  occupying  a  seat  at 
this  Board  stated  tha:  there  would  le  no  com- 
mission necessary  if  he  could  have  his  way  cf  fix- 
ing matters.  In  his  opinion  the  whole  trouble  lay 
in  the  joint  commitlees.  Now,  the  Aldermen 
seem  to  be  afraidof  touching  publicly  on  what  they 
kiiowtobetvue.butspeakof  itprii'ately.  The  tact 
i-,  there  are  too  many  to  manage  affairs ;  gentlemen 
say  that  the  trouble  is  on  the  joint  committees. 
I  say  here,  boUly,  that  that  is  the  trouble  on  the 
Committee  on  Bathing.  If  tha  Bathing  Depart- 
ment was  in  the  hands  of  simply  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  from  this  Board,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  but  a  saving  of  $15,009  could  be 
made  annually.  I  don't  mean  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  three  per-ons  equally  c"ompetent 
could  not  be  got  from  the  Council  to  manage  the 
matter  just  as  well.  I  mean  that  the  business 
could  be  better  man::ged  by  three  gooi  men  than 
by  eight,  and  feel  certain  that  the  three  members 
of  the  Bathing  Co  mmitt;e  from  this  Board  can 
manage  this  aepaitnient  as  economically  as  the 
Board  of  Health  could  possibly  do. 
I  say,  in  relation  to  the  comments  in  this 
Board  on  the  commissions,  that  they  have 
done  no  ham.  If  gentlemen  are  going  to  pat 
them  on  the  back  all  the  ti'ce,  then  "we  may  ex- 
pect abuses  to  creep  in.  But  if  you  criticise  them 
freely,  they  will  attend  to  their  duti'e'^.  If  the 
Board  of  Health  and  Fire  Commission  have  done 
their  duty  1  think  the  comments  in  this  lioard 
have  hxd  something  to  do  with  it.  I  propose, 
while  I  am  here  to  criticie  tlii:  doings  of  all 
commissioners  and  heaels  of  depi^rtments  of 
this  Government,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 
Now  Mr.  Mayor,  the  genili'inan  onpo-ite  [Al  ler- 
man  Scebbins]  ha-",  alluded  to  the  former  .vlayors 
of  BosiO,i.  1  '3rec2nd  to  say  tint  we  have  hart 
within  the  last  forty  years  as  weak  Mayors  as  we 
have  had  weak  Al;lermen.  I  am  sorry  thathi^ 
Honor  is  in  the  chair,  but  he  will  not  consider  my 
remark  intended  as  flattery,  but  I  feel  assured  that 
if  we  could  have  the  certainty  of.  as  independent 
a  man  as  vi'e  have  now,  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  intrust  the  selection  of  commissioners  to 
the  Mayor.  But  we  have  had  weak  Mayors  as 
well  as  weak  Aldermen,  and  therefore  I  say  it  doe.s 
become  this  Government  to  be  a  little  careful  cf 
the  giving  awav  of  powers  that;  it  is  sent  here 
to  exerci  e.  As  I  said  on  the  discussion  in  regard 
to  the  Fire  Commi-sion,if  Allermeu  will  do  v\diat, 
according  to  the  o.aths  they  have  taken,  they  have 
sworn  to  do,  there  would  be  no  need  of  commis- 
sions, and  it  ill  becomes  an  Alderman  to  ackue  wl- 
edge  that  he  has  not  done  what  he  has  sworn  to 
do.  I  say  that  the  efficiency  of  this  Government 
depends  upon  the  heads  cf  the  depailments. 
If  you  see  that  you  have  gool  heads 
of  departments  there  will  be  no  trouble. 
If  you  have  not  got  them  ir  is  your  duty  to  spe 
that  you  have  them.  Now  I  do'think  this  Water 
Board  needs  some  charge  ;  it  needs  a  head,  be- 
cause the  present  head  is  undoubtedly  incompe- 
tei.t,  from  continued  indisposition  or  illness.  He 
puts  it  down  here  in  black  and  white  in  his  let:er 
to  th5  Water  Committee.  He  says,  ''Fearino;  from 
continued  indisposition  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
meet  your  committee,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to 
state  to  you  brietiy  my  views  of  the  proposed 
change.'  That  tells  the  whole  story.  I  do  not  mean 
it  as  a  reflection  upon  that  gentl -roan.  But,  from 
his  continued  i-idisposition,  the  present  Water 
Board  seems  to  be  a  failure. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Will  the  Alderman  allow 
mc  to  make  a  suggestion?  Does  the  Alderman 
know  that  Mr.  Haven  is  in  good  health  now,  and 
may  be  found  continually  at  the  office  of  the  Wa- 
ter Board  f:oni  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morning 
till  late  in  the  afternoon?  At  the  time  that  letter 
was  written  he  was  in  liad  health. 

Alderman  Power— He  says  "from  continued  in- 
disposition." I  thiuk  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Board  that  he  tells  the  truth,  thnt  his  indisposi- 
tion continued  for  i»  I'Jng  time,  and  he  had  not 
been  abl^  to  give  the  duty  the  proper  attention. 
He  al-o  says  that  the  entire  time  of  the  commi-- 
sioners  should  be  given  to  the  work,   and   they 
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Fhoulfl  be  paid  for  their  pains-.    I  think  when  he 
accf-jited  that  position  hi-  agreed  to  give  to  it  all 
the  time  that  was  necessary.     He  alfo   says  "that 
their  teim  of  ofti<e  should' at  least  embVaee  tbe 
full  tinie  reqt'.iied  to  construct  the  new   work," 
etc.    Xow.  i-ir,  this  };enileinaii  has   L(en  in   the 
Water  Hoard  four   years,  and  he  would  recom- 
mend     that     three "   new     men — he     Coon     not 
know     whether     thev     have     had     an.y    expe- 
rience   or    not — be    appointed    to    conduct  this 
department.      It    is    not    to    be    supposed    that 
three   men  who   have    had    experience    can    be 
found,  ami  yet  he  proposes  to  take  three  new  men 
to  do  this  work  tl  at  he  does  not  consi(jer  himself 
competent  to  do  after  four  years'  ex])erience.    I 
think  I  should  be  sorrv  to  put  that  in  black  rnd 
white,  if  I   had  had  four  years'  service  on  the 
"Water    I'oard.    But,    Mr.    Mayor,    1    think  there 
should  be  a  profer  and  competent  head  to  this  de- 
partment.    II  it  had  had  as  comi)etent  a  head  as 
other  dei)artments  in  this  government  have  at  the 
present  time,  1  do  not  tbiiiK  there  would  be  any 
com)  lair.t   or    anyi'ied   of  chanp;e.    But,  as  the 
gentleman     says,"     It     certainly     become",     this 
government      to      make      some      change.       As 
Alderman     Plumer,     whom     1     quoted     b?fore, 
said     before     the     Committee     on     the     Reor- 
ganization   of     the    Fire    Department,    "if    you 
had  a  committee  simply  from  tln^  Board  of  Alder- 
men, thcie  would  be    i.o  need  of    a  connulssion." 
The     joint   committees    are    the    source    of    the 
trouble.   The    Paving  De))artmeiit  is  one    of   the 
largest  in  this  Government— and  I  do  not  speak  of 
that  because  I  am  a  member  of    that  committee— 
and  I  think  there  is  no  commission  whicdi  can  be 
hired  at  any  salary  which  could  manage  that  de- 
paitment    better  "or  more  judiciously  than  it  has 
been  manasjed  by  the  genHeman  who  has  been  at 
the  head  of   it  since    1    have  been  a  member  of 
that  committee.    And  a  great  deal  of   this  is  due 
to  the  man  at  the  head  of   that  department ;  he  is 
a  thorouj:hly  competent  business   man,  gives  hrs 
whole     time     and     attention     to     it,     and     !'•■ 
thoroughly  honest,  1  believe.    The  same  may  be 
said  of  other  departments.    There  ^eenis  to  be  no 
complaint  except  where  there  are  joint  commit- 
tees.   The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  referred  to  the 
fact  that  the  Water  toard  consisted  of  five  mem- 
bers some  years  ago;  he  complimented  them  for 
their  labors  then,  and  tells  of  the  greatlv  increas- 
ed expenditure,  and  yet  thinks  that  three  men 
might  be  selected  now  who  can  manage  it  better 
than  five  did  twenty  years  ago.    The  gentleman 
also  alludes  to  other  cities,  and  speaks  of  our  re- 
maining here  in  a  dormant  state,  contendint;  that 
we  should  wake  up  and  follow  their  example.    A 
pretty  example  he  asks  us  to  follow.    There  is  not 
a  city  in  the  TTnion  where  the  com mis.sions  have 
not   become    corrupt.      That    is    the   rule.     Un- 
der the    present    reform    government   of    New 
"York  the  expenditures  have  been  increased;  some 
of  their  Police  Commissioners  have  been  arrested 
and  convicted  of  malfeasance  in    office.     Look  at 
the  District  of     Columbia,  that   the   gentleman 
speaks  of.    The  whole  governuient  of  commissiuns 
has  been  wiped   out — and    when  the  present  Con- 
gress finds  a  Government  that  is  >o   bad,  111    their 
opinion,  that  it  must  be  wiped  out,  it  dees  not  re- 
quiie  veiy  much  to  be  said  for  that  government. 
Now,  sir,  in  all  great  uudeitakings  like    the  pres- 
ent contemplated  taking  of    .Sudbury    River,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  nrudent  tor  any  committee 
or  any  commission  to  begin  such  a  worK  without 
all  the  expel  ience  and  intelligence  that  can  be  had 
from  all  qi^arters    waere  it  could    be  olitained;  it 
should  be    done    by  person.-?    who   have  had  ex- 
perience  in    the   management     of     such    enter- 
prifes.    Of  C(mrse  such  aid  is  just  as  accessible  to 
a  committf  e  of  this  (iovernnicnt  as  it  is  to  a  com- 
mission.   Nobody  expects    to   get  a   commission 
that,  is'goiiig  to  liianage  this  business  on  the  intel- 
ligence ihat  they  possess  thfm^elves.    They  must 
get  the  intelligi  lice  and  the  best  engiiieerihg  tal- 
ent that  can  be  had  in  this  country;  and    that   is 
just  as  r.ccessible  to  a  committee  as  to  a  commis- 
sion.   Therefore,  Mr.   Mayor,  I  canuol   vote  for 
this  commission.    As  I  have  s:iid  whe'   other  com- 
missions   were    about    to  be  fortued,  I  think  it  is 
against  the  principles  of  this  Government  to  del- 
egate powers  we  are  sent  here  to  exercise.    The 
tenderu  y  of  commi>sions  has  been  bad  wherever 
they    have     prevailed,     wherever    the     sy.stem 
has    been     inaugurated.      I     think     everybody 
■who      goes      from      Boston      to      other      cities 
congratulates  himself  when  he  comes  home  that 
lie  lives  in  the  city  of    Boston  and    under  its  gov- 
ernirent.    Poston  has  always  been  an  exami)le,  a 
pattern  for   other  city  governments   in  ihis  coun- 


try. I  feel  proud,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  think  and  say  so, 
because  I  feel  that  no  man  can  contradict  me — 
that  this  city  today  is  a  pattern  for  all  other  gov- 
ernments for  honesty,  and  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  tlie  duties  devolving  upon  its  ser- 
vants. In  taat  respect  it  is  not  equalled  by  any 
city  of  its  size  or  pojjulation,  and  I  think  we  had 
better  slick  to  the  forms  of  government  which 
have  worked  so  well,  and  under  which  the  city  ha« 
prospered,  and  under  which  its  financial  credit 
has  been  most  extraordinary  throughout 
the  world.  As  I  said  before,  I  think  there  snould 
be  some  change  in  the  Water  Department — there 
should  be  a  competent  head  ;  he  should  be  paid, 
and  shouhl  be  one  who  deserves  to  be  well  paid — 
but  1  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  ordinance 
that  has  come  from  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

Alderman  Peters — I  meant  to  say  nothing  more, 
brt  I  will  add  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6,  in  regard  to  making  this 
change.  We  all  know  there  has  got  to  be  a  change, 
but  the  ground  on  which  some  gentlemen  object 
to  it  is  that  it  is  inaugurating  a  new  system  in  the 
history  of  the  water  works.  One  reason  why  I 
object  is  that  the  expenses  incurred  are  not  to"  be 
examined  and  approved  by  the  Citv  Government; 
whereas,  a  committee  of  this  Government,  before 
making  an  (xpenditure  must  make  an  e xfdaoa- 
tion  to  the  whole  Board.  The  three  commissiouers 
virtu-illy  have  the  entire  expenditure  of  their  ap- 
propriations, the  bills  only  have  to  be  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts.  The  Al.ierman 
from  Ward  (i  tells  me  he  has  been  here  .several 
years  and  never  knew  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
to  throw  out  a  liill.  When  I  first  caim-  here  I 
voted  .t!700,000  for  the  Fire  Department,  i  see  now 
that  .|il73,000  if  that  money  i-^  goi:e— one-fourth  of 
the  appropriation — I  have" no  doubt  justly,  but  we 
do  not  know  how. 

Alderman  Priscott — The  Aldtrman  states  that 
oue-fourth  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment is  gone.  I  would  state  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  have  paid  their  water  bill  for  the 
whole  year,  which  amouncs  to  S90,000.  That  ac- 
counts ifor  the  large  amount. 

Alderman  Peters — That  is  all  right,  but  the  prin- 
ciple remains  all  the  same.  No  one  knows  what 
that  money  is  spent  for  but  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  and  they  cannot  know  the  jjrice  of 
everything.  I  supiiosed  this  great  expenditure 
was  for  something  extra.  But  we  have  iost  all 
interest  in  that  department;  the  citizens  do  not 
take  any  interest  in  it,  and  the  expenses  will  be 
increased  every  year. 

Alderman  Clark — 1  think  the  explanation  j-ast 
given  by  the  Alderman  is  one  of  the  "west  reasons 
in  the  world  for  a  commission.  That  is  the  rea  on 
accounts  come  here  which  we  know  nothing 
about,  and  that  is  why  we  should  have  a  commis- 
sion to  examine  things.  Is  it  supposed  that  every 
AliJerman  knows  the  iirice  cf  hoises,  steam  en- 
gines, ropes,  etc.?  We  have  got  to  establish  a 
commission,  and  do  it  in  the  interest  of  the  city's 
business.  1  regret  exceedingly  that  ttie  Alder- 
man did  not  inform  himself  "at  (he  beginning  of 
the  year  and  cut  down  the  ap])ropriati6ii  for  the 
Fire  Department  to  vS40(),000.  The  appropriations 
are  acted  upon  by  the  City  Council,  and  we 
should  make  an  examination  at  the  beginning, 
and  not  come  in  here  hKe  in  the  season  and 
make  complaints.  Let  us  make  proper  inqui- 
ries at  the  begmning  of  the  year  wlie:her  the 
Fire  Department  needs  .■?7.50,00n  "or  .^100,000.  That 
is  the  time  to  inve-tigate  these  things.  I  am 
bapiiy  to  hear  the  Aldeiman  fiom  Ward  12  admit 
publicly  that  a  change  in  the  A\ater  Department 
is  necessary,  as  lie  lias  done  privately  within  the 
last  thirty  days,  and  intimate  that  things  have 
not  b(H!n  managed  foi-  the  best  interest  of  the 
city,  and  to  hear  him  state  that  this  city  has  such 
good  executive  officers.  Now,  sir,  I  defy  him  to 
produce  ihrce  better  men  in  the  employ  of  any 
ci:y  than  the  gentlem-n  who  constitute  tlie  Board 
of  Health.  They  are  men  who  cannot  be  bought 
or  bribed,  and  are  doing  their  nest  to  manage  the 
sanitary  interests  of  the  city.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the/ame  is  true  of  the  Fiie  Commission, and 
as  to  any  oi.e  being  treated  unhandsomely  by 
them,  it  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  of  it.  Fur- 
theimore,  1  understand  that  a  position  upon  such 
a  commission  in  other  cities  is  worth  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  that  chaiinianship  of 
the  committees  on'Paviug-  and  Streets  is  worth 
equally  as  much.  In  regard  to  the  powers  which 
these  commissioners  are  *'o  have  if  thej'  are  organ- 
ized, 1  do  not  see  how  we  can  believe  anything  but 
the  statement  made  by  our    City  Solicitor.     He  is 
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our  legal  adviser ;  he  has  told  us  as  plainly  as  can 
be  that  the  commission  will  have  no  power  ex- 
cept such  as  is  delegated  by  the  City  Council. 
They  have  no  power  to  take  the  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  or  any  other  river,  until  this  City  Gov- 
ernment authorizes  them  to  do  fo.  In  my  opinion 
one  of  the  quickest  things  that  will  settle  this 
question  will  be  to  give  us  a  good  sixty-days' 
drought.  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  commis- 
sions in  every  department,  by  any  means. 
But  In  certain  d  partments,  where  co'umis- 
sions  will  administer  affairs  better  than 
a  committee,  I  shall  go  for  a  commission. 
I  am  in  favor  of  commissions  where  I  believe  they 
will  serve  the  city  best.  I  believe  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Alderman  Power!  never  did  the  city 
better  service  than  when  he  helped  to  establish 
the  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Peters — I  only  wish  to  say  that  for 
one  I  am  willing  to  give  my  time  to  the  city  every 
day  from  twelve  o'clock  till  midnight,  and  Sun- 
days if  necessary. 

Alderman  Clark — One  other  thing.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  says  no  new  men  are  capable 
of  managing  this  Water  Department;  that  they 
must  be  men  of  scleutitic  attainments.  This  act 
provides  for  just  such  men.  It  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  three  able,  discreet  men.  If  we 
want  three  ^ood  business  men  we  can  get  them~j  ust 
such  men  as  Superin*^endent  Harris  is,  and  that 
is  the  kind  of  men  we  must  try  to  get.  It  may  be 
that  wh^n  the  city  contained  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants,  and  all  we  had 
to  supply  with  water  was  this  little  circuit  in  the 
city  ])roper,  a  committee  of  the  City  Council 
could  manage  the  business  properly.  But  we  are 
going  to  spend  five  or  ten  millions  in  the  next 
five  or  ten  years,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
a  committee  of  the  City  Government — who  are 
liable  to  be  changed  every  year—  when  it  takes  a 
man  six  months  to  get  an  insight  into  the  Water 
Board — can  attend  to  it  properly.  Now,  I  contend 
that  if  there  is  any  department  in  this  City  Gov- 
ernment Mhich  needs  the  close  and  constant  at- 
tention of  three  practical  business  men,  it  is  this 
same  Water  Department. 

Alderman  Power — I  forgot  to  mention  that  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  referred  to  the  saving 
which  the  Fire  Commissioners  have  made,  which 
could  not  be  made  by  a  committee  of  this  Board, 
it  looks  as  if  he  intended  to  convey  a  reflection 
upon  the  management  of  this  Board,  for  the  same 
gentlemen  are  here  who  managed  that  depart- 
ment last  year,  and  his  remark  looks  like  a  clelib- 
erate  reflection  upon  their  management.  He  well 
knows  that  the  Are  consumed  an  immense  amount 
of  material,  and  that  the  t^ommlttee  purchased 
steam  engines  and  materials  and  spent  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  in  refitting  the  depart- 
ment. They  did  so  in  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  people,  who  were  ready  for  any- 
thing and  demanded  it.  So,  when  the  com- 
missioners came  in  they  had  notlyng  to  buy. 
It  was  all  here  for  them.  No  wonder  they 
can  be  economical;  they  found  the  depart- 
ment fully  equipped.  They  cannot  make  much 
saving  by  shortening  the  length  of  a  man's  coat 
or  cravat.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  not 
managing  the  department  as  well  as  they'can  with 
the  limited  knowledge  that  they  possess.  They 
have  not  been  here  long  enough  for  me  to  speak 
of  them  yet,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  judge  them. 
The  same  may  be  said  in  relation  to  thp  Board  of 
Health ;  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  doing  the  best 
they  can  with  the  knowledge  they  possess.  But 
in  ju'-tice  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
of  last  year— of  which  I  had  not  the  honor  to  be  a 
member — it  should  be  stated  that  they  had  pur- 
chased everything  that  was  needed  before  the 
Commission  took  charge  of  it.  Therefore  this 
Commission  found  very  little  to  do  except  repairs 
and  pay  the  men's  wages. 

Alderman  Prescott>--lt  is  hardly  necessary  for 
me  to  say  that  I  did  not  intend  any  reflection  upon 
the  last  Committee  on  Fire  Deijartment.  I  have 
spoken  directly  of  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee [Alderman"  Cutter]  as  he  deserves,  and  I  be- 
lieve I  spoke  the  feeling  of  every  member  of  this 
Board  in  regard  to  him.  Nor  did  I  intend  to  re- 
flect upon  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  But  I  do 
say  that  department  was  run  at  an  Immense  ex- 
pense to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  Chief  Engineer 
was  expected  to  lun  to  fires — sometimes  four  or 
five  fires  a  day — and  besides  that  attend  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  department  at  his  office.  The  facts 
show  that  It  was  an  impossibility  for  one  man  to 
do.  If  gentlemen  want  to  know  where  the  saving 
has  been  made  in  that  department,  I  advise  them 


to  go  to  the  books  and  see  what  they  are 
paying  now  and  they  will  find  that  in  some  in- 
stances they  are  paying  a  hundred  per  cent,  less 
than  what  was  paid"  by  the  olil  department.  The 
gentleman  also  made  the  remark  that  the  com- 
missions in  New  York  were  expensive.  I  wish  to 
state  that  one  commission,  that  in  charge  of  the 
printing,  costs  only  .3117,000;  it  formerly  cost  a 
million.  There  has  been  no  increase  there.  My 
argument  is  simply  this,  There  is  so  much  business 
to  be  done  that  we  want  practical  business  men 
to  do  it;  the  business  cannot  be  managed  by  a 
head  of  a  department.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  put- 
ting every  department  under  a  commission,  but  I 
am  in  favor  of  putting  such  departments  as  the 
Water  Department  In  the  hands  of  competent 
men.    I  think  it  m'111  be  a  vast  saving  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  again  men- 
tions the  great  saving  that  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers are  making.  Every  business  man  knows  that 
there  is  scarcely  any  merchandise  but  can  be 
bought  at  a  very  low  price  compared  to  what  it 
could  be  bought  when  the  commission  took  pos- 
session of  their  ottice.  Now  I  would  like  to  know 
what  commission  it  is  in  New  York  that  saves  the 
amount  he  mentions. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  any  member  of  this  Board 
knows  about  the  Tammany  frauds  he  knows  that 
several  millions  of  dollars  were  spent  in  printing 
and  that  when  the  people  rose  in  their  might,  they 
saw  that  it  was  not  i.ecessary  to  spend  so  large  an 
amount  in  printing. 

Aklerman  Power — Every  gentleman  knows  that 
it  costs  this  city  over  .'$100",000  a  year  for  printing 
in  the  ilifferei'it  departments.  The  commission 
the  gentleman  allpdes  to  is  on  advertising.  That 
is  only  a  small  ]iart  of  the  printing.  I  think  it  is 
very  doubtful  if  1^  is  to  the  interest  of  this  city  to 
give  out  jobs  without  advertising  them.  In  New 
York  they  pulillsh  a  paper  which  is  the  only  me- 
dium for  obiaining  knowledge  of  what  is  to  done 
by  the  city.  I  believe  that  itself  is  as  big  a  job  as 
was  everfput  up. 

Alderman  Emery — Mr.  Mayor,  although  not  in 
favor  of  commissions  generally,  1  have  for  some 
time  held  the  opinion  that  the  management  of 
this  water  distribution,  or  the  duties  of  the  Water 
Board,  should  be  performed  by  paid  men.  Whether 
this  is  the  proper  bill  or  not  is  the  only  question  in 
my  mind.  The  Mayor  was  directed  by  us  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  con- 
solidate the  two  Water  Boards,  and  whether 
the  Mayor  transcended  his  instructions  I  am  not 
sure.  Here  is  the  act.  When  the  matter  came 
up  at  our  last  meeting  I  was  in  doubt  as  to  the 
true  construction  of  the  act,  whether  or  not  there 
was  not  too  much  power  given ;  and  I  made  a  mO' 
tion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  or  rather  to  specially 
assiirn  for  this  evening,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  might  be  obtained.  I  find  his  opin- 
ion here ;  he  mee*s  the  questions  I  think  very 
fairly  and  clearly.  Upon  the  question  of  the 
adoption  of  the  minority  report,  what  are  we  in- 
vited to  but  a  blank?  It  is  the  majority  report  or 
nothing.  The  condition  of  the  Water  Board  at 
the  present  time  compels  me  to  support  the  ma- 
jority report.  There  may  be  something  in  this 
commission  that  I  would  prefer  not  to  have,  if  I 
could  have  my  own  wish, but,  looking  at  the  whole 
subject,  I  have  concluded  to  favor  the  majority 
report.  I  have  come  to  that  conclusion  after  con- 
scientiously looking  the  whole  matter  over. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  iny  mind  a  ques- 
tion as  to  how  much  power  we  are  giving  this  Wa- 
ter Board.  A  gentleman  has  just  read  from  the 
act  that  you  give  them  all  the  power  that  now  ex- 
ists m  the  Cochltuate  and  Mystic  AVater  boards, 
the  full  power  vested  in  the  City  Council.  To  my 
mind,  when  you  e.stablish  this  Water  Board,  you 
invest  them  wiili  all  the  power  to  go  on  and  take 
Sudbury  River  water  without  any  further  action 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Government.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  clearly  stated  the  case.  If 
we  had  had  as  efficient  a  man"  at  the  liead  of  this 
department  as  we  have  at  the  head  of  the  Paving 
Department,  or  Public  Buildings,  or  others  1 
might  mention,  we  should  not  have  any  occasion 
to  cry  out  against  the  inefficiency  of  the  Water 
Board.  The  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Water  Board  clearly  sets  forth  that  he  has 
not  been  competent  to  occupy  the  [losition,  and 
for  that  reason  he  asks  for  the  establishment  of  a 
commission.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  have  one  efficient  head  of  that  'department, 
who,  with  the  proper  committee  from  this  branch 
of  the  Government,  I  believe  Mould  give  us  better 
management  than  you  wU  have  under  this  Water 
Board  as  now  proposed  and  set  forth  in  the  major- 
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ity  report  of  the  coininittee.  Therefore  I  shall 
vote  against  the  majority  report. 

Tlie  question  on  the  motion  to  substitute  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report  was  taken  and 
the  motion  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Kmery, 
Prescott,  Stehblns,  ■\\  oithington — 7. 

Alderman  Hall— As  we  have  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion  here,  and  I  also  have  Mr."  Henry  W. 
Paine's,  and  as  there  does  not  seem  to  be'  any 
necessity  for  urginp-  this  matter,  I  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  tor  one  week  from  today,  at  five 
o'clock. 

Alderman  Stebblns  asked  what  the  Board  had  to 
do  with  the  ojjinion  of  Mr.  Paine?  It  was  not  be- 
coming a  memVier  to  ask  that  the  subject  belaid 
over,  because  in  the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  from  a 
country  town  the  city  ought  not  to  accej>t  this  act. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  the  City  Solicitor's  opin- 
ion was  entitled  to  more  weight  than  any  one's 
else. 

Alderman  Steiibins  replied  that  it  was  more 
binding  iip<m  members  of  the  Board  than  that  of 
any  other  lawyer  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  it  was  not,  when  the 
City  Solicitor  makes  commissioners  and  clothes 
them  Mith  power  independent  of  the  City  Council. 
He  has  made  an  act  establishing  a  Water  Board  to 
be  the  creature  of  the  Legislature.  The  board  is 
clothed  with  the  power  and  not  the  City  Council  ,and 
the  City  Solicitor  seconds  that  by  his"  opinion,  and 
the  Alderman  did  not  respect  his  opinion  any  more 
than  he  did  any  other  lawyer's,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
compared  with' that  of  Henry  W.  Paine's,  even  if 
the  latter  does  live  out  of  the  city.  The  Alderman 
characterized  the  measure  as  being  in  the  interest 
of  Sudbui-y  River,  and  thought  it  was  intended  as 
a  means  oif  forcing  that  scheme  upon  the  city  and 
making  the  citizens  pay  ^10,000,000  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  denied  that  the  act  was 
framed  in  the  interest  of  the  Sudbury  River 
scheme ;  nowhere  is  the  word  mentioned  in  the 
act,  which  confers  upon  the  new  "board  no  greater 
powers  than  those  now  held  by  the  City  Council, 
except  the  matter  of  water  rates.  He  denied  that 
there  had  been  any  undue  pressure  for  the  meas- 
ure; the  ordinance  had  been  in  the  City  Cou.ncil 
three  months. 

Alderman  Emery  did  not  understand  that  the 
l^assage  of  the  ordinance  would  indicate  any  par- 
ticular water  that  is  to  be  taken,  whether  the  Sud- 
bury or  Charles,  and  by  voting:  for  it  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  favoring  either. 

Alderman  Peters  desired  that  the  matter  might 
lie  over;  he  desired  to  discuss  the  ordinance  sec- 
tion by  section. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  brief 
period  between  now  and  the  summer  vacation  and 
it  was  desirable  to  have  the  Council  discuss  it  if 
possible  before  adjournment. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  v,'as  lost. 

Aldeiinan  Brooks  moved  that  the  Board  ad- 
journ.   Lost. 

The  ordinance  was  passed — yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  tal)le.    Lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

The  reconsideration  was  losr — yeas  5,  nays  7. 

THE  IJEACH  STREET  WIDEX1>G. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
six  o'clock,  viz.,  the  order  to  take  the  surrendered 
estate  of  the  Beach-street  I'resbyterian  Church 
for  the  purpose  of  widening  said  street,  at  a  cost 
of  Sill5,000  for  7232  square  feet  of  land. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  9,  nays  3— Aldermen 
Brooks,  Cixttcr  and  Prescott  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

REPORTS    AND  ORDERS  SUliMITTED. 

By  Alilerman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Rei)orts  as  follows : 

Licenses  Renewed  —  Thirty-six  intelligence 
offices,  196  dealers  in  second-hand  articles,  76 
pawnbrokers. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted    Ten  newsboys. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Barlow  &  Robertson, 
corner  of  Washington  and  Camden  streets. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Tom.  Thumb 
Troupe,  exliibition    at  Institute  Hall,  July  11 ;  Jo- 


seph O'Kane,  to  give  a  concert  at  Concordia  Hall, 
July  1. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— James  McGov- 
ern,  30  Salem  street;  Bernard  Clii\e,  34  Cross 
street;  George  E.  Bird  and  Mathew  J.  Haves,  124 
Pleasant  street:  W.  Nichols,  41  Central  square; 
John  Oufty,  167.5  Washington -treet :  James  Hig- 
gins,  755  Washington  >treet:  James  A.  Cooke.  126 
Sumner  street ;  William  E.  Connor,  .543  Hanover 
street;  John  Le  Barron,  Peoples  t'eny  avenue; 
Lisette  Roos,  2  Winter  ))iace;  C.  Gleasoii  &  Co., 
38  Harrison  avenue:  J.  K.  Veazie,  42  Long  whart. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  special  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  B. 
Cassidy  and  others,  asking  for  the  passage  of  an 
ordinance  prohibiting  any  undertaker  from  hold- 
ing office  as  agent  of  any  cemeteiy  within  the  city 
limits— Report  that  they  have  given  a  hearing  to 
the  i)etitioners,  an:l  from  the'  statements  iire- 
sented  it  appears  that  the  petition  was  signed  by 
several  undertakers  on  account  of  the  regulations 
which  were  made  by  the  Dorchester  and  Calvary 
cemeteries  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  which 
the  undertakers  considered  to  be  objectionable,  and 
a  constant  source  of  annoyance  to  them  in  the  trans- 
action of  their  business  at  said  cemeteries.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  these  regulations  were 
neither  unwise  nor  unnecessary  (in  the  case  of 
these  cemeteries;,  and  the  directors  felt  bound  to 
uphold  and  support  their  agent  in  his  rigid  en- 
forcement of  them  in  order  to  protect  themselves 
from  imposture  and  to  preserve  the  public  health 
in  the  vicinity.  By  the  existing  laws  the  city  has 
no  right  to  interfere  with  the  regulations  made  by 
the  trustees  or  directors  ol  any  cemeteiy  incorpo- 
rated by  tlie  Commonwealth,  and  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  no  facts  l>rouglit  to  their  no- 
tice in  the  present  care  \\  ould  warrant  any  new 
legislation  on  the  subject.  They  therefore  report 
that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  before-men- 
lioiied  petition.    Report  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  lustrKCtion,  to  who"^  were  referred  various 
requests  of  the  School  Committee — 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee,  that  the  City 
Council  provide  additional  grounds  for  the  Dud- 
ley School.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary school  in  the  Lawrence  District,  a  lot  of 
land  owned  by  James  F.  Marstou,  situated  on 
West  Fifth  street,  near  C  street,  and  containing 
thirteen  thousand  otie  hundred  and  flft\--two 
square  feet,  more  or  less;  the  expense,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  dollar  and  seventy-flve  cents  per 
square  foot,  to  be  charged  to  tlie  appropriation 
already  made  for  that  purnose. 

OrdeVed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  BuUd- 
ings  be  authorized  to  make  certain  alterations  in 
the  Prescott  Schoolhbuse,  East  Boston,  for  the 
better  accommodation  of  the  pupils  of  the  school ; 
and  also  to  provide  a  master's  room  in  said  school 
buililing  ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Sehooiliouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  ask  that  these  two  orders 
may  take  their  second  reading  at  the  present 
time.  The  first  asks  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
land  in  the  Lawrence  District,  in  South  Boston. 
It  was  referred  to  the  City  Council  two 
years  ago,  and  it  is  the  most  pressing  case  in 
that  section  of  the  city.  AVe  already  have  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  classes  outside  of  the  school  build- 
ing. The  Lawrence  District  is  more  crowded 
than  any  other  in  South  Boston  and  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  immediate  provision  should 
be  made  for  it.  In  order  that  the  matter  may  go  to 
the  Common  Council  and  be  acted  upon  before  the 
adjournment  for  the  summer,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee may  take  the  matter  in  charge— an  appro- 
priation having  already  been  made  for  it — I  hope 
no  delav  ■\\'ill  be  asked"  for  on  that  particular  or- 
der. The  other  order  alludes  to  changes  in  the 
Presco:t  School  District  in  East  Bosto"n.  It -will 
be  necessary,  if  the  changes  are  to  be  made,  to 
take  hold  of  the  v.'ork  as  soon  as  the  school  closes, 
and  if  the  order  is  delayed  the  committee  may  not 
have  the  building  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  pu- 
pils by  the  first  of  September. 

The' two  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Market— Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of 
Leonard  Ricliards  for  leave  to  transfer  to  (ieorge 
R.  Flint  one-half  of  lease  in  Stall  2S  in  Faiieuil 
Hall  Market.    Accepted. 
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By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Reports  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  orders  authorizing  the 
issuing  of  permits  to  erect  wooden  buildings  to 
Gilman  Page,  Boylston  street,  Ward  17;  Alpiieus 
M.  Stetson,  505  Broadwav;  R.  H.  Barham,  Dor- 
chester street,  near  Ward  street.  The  orders  were 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps — 

Oriiered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  a'e  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  James 
F.  Marston  for  the  erection  of  a  repair  sho])  for 
the  use  of  the  Lamp  Department,  for  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollars ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Lamps. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
authorized  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  re- 
pairing lanterns,  lamp  posts  and  brackets,  under 
the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  until 
the  repair  shop  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of  the 
Lamp  Department  shall  be  ready  for  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  workmen  necessai^y  to  make  such 
repairs ;  the  cost  of  making  such  repairs  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  lay  pipe  and 
locate  additional  lamps  on  the  Common,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Lamps. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committe  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Rei>orts  in  favor 
of  granting  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables 
by  John  Behan,  on  new  street  near  Union  street, 
Ward  19;  Ladd  &  Brown,  236  Main  street.  Ward 
20 ;  Mackrea  Sheeren,  Xo.  4  Texas  avenue ;  Lemuel 
B  Bradford,  Walnut  street,  Neponset;  Enoch  R. 
Fuller,  King  street,  Ward  16;  Philip  Lowden,  Jen- 
kins street;  Daniel  Chamberlin,  Poplar  street, 
A\  ard  17;  John  Martin,  98  Lewis  street,  East  Bos- 
ton.   Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings — 

Ordei-ed,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board, 
June  22, 1874,  for  the  establishment  of  the  court 
room  for  the  South  Boston  District,  be  so  amend- 
ed, that  said  court  room  shall  be  established  in 
the  wardroom  of  Ward  12,  on  the  corner  of  Dor- 
chester and  Fourth  streets,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, instead  of  the  building  occupied  by  Hook 
&  Ladder  No.  5,  as  provided  m  said  order. 

Alderman  Emery — Perhaps  a  word  or  two  may 
be  necessary  in  explanation  of  this  change.  The 
Com-3iittee  on  County  Buildings  at  first  deemed  it 
most  expedient  to  take  the  building  of  Hook  & 
Ladder  Company  No.  5,  as  was  provided  in  the  or- 
der passed  last  Monday,  but  upon  further  examina- 
tion with  reference  to  carrying  out  that  order  in  the 
preparation  of  the  building,  they  find  it  impracti- 
cable for  the  purpose  of  a  court  room.  Further- 
more, they  found  that  it  was  so  expensive  that 
they  preferred  to  take  the  course  vt  commended 
in  this  order.  I  think  that  everv  person,  after  an 
examination,  will  be  satisfied  that  we  have  taken 
the  true  course  by  locating  the  court  in  the  ward- 
room. The  people  in  that  vicinity  are  very  much 
divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  proper  room  to  be 
taken  for  the  court:  they  were  very  generally  in 
favor  of  tne  hook  and  ladder  house,  Tjut  I  think 
tnat  when  they  come  to  look  into  the  question  as 
the  conimitteehave,  they  will  think  that  we  have 
adopted  the  proper  com  se.  I  move  that  the  or- 
der take  its  second  reading. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

CHARLES  EIVER  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
AVater  be  requested  to  examine  the  Charles  River 
and  report  in  print  upon  its  availability  as  a 
source  of  supplj  to  the  city  of  Boston,  giving  the 
estimated  cost  of  thr- works  required  to  bring  its 
water  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir;  the  expense  of 
the  examination  and  report  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  additional  Water  Sujiply. 

Alderman  Stebbiiif — Some  weeks  since  an  order 
was  passed  by  the  City  Council,  providing  for  the 
exam-ination  of  several  sources  ot  a  water  -npply. 
An  approximate  estimate  was  made  at  the  time 
by  the  City  Engineer,  and  a  report  was  submitted 
on  the  Charles  River.  The  Engineer  has  expressed 
a  willingness,  or  rather  a  desire,  to  make  a  care- 
ful estimate  of  the  scheme  as  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  (^Mr.  Peabody),  and  he  de- 


sires to  verify  his  previous  examination  by  going 
over  the  ground  more  carefully.  As  the  Engineer 
is  not  specially  busy  at  the  i)resent  time,  he  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  make  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  this  subject. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

ADDITIONAL    REPORTS    AND    ORDERS    SUB.MITTED. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Coiiiitv  Accounts- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  purchase  such  law  books 
as  mav  be  required  by  the  several  municipal 
courts'  recently  establis'hed  in  this  city,  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  once. 

Report  recommending  that  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
several  municipal  courts  recently  established  in 
this  city  be  fixed  as  provided  in  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  of  the  two  offi- 
cers designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court  for  the  South  Boston  District,  as 
provided  bv  section  14,  chapter  216  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1862,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  ninety-five 
dollars  per  month ;  also,  that  the  compensation  of 
the  two  officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  East  Boston  Dis- 
trict be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  eighty-five  dollars  per 
month;  also,  that  the  compensation  of  the  two 
officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  West  Roxbury  District 
be  fixed  at  t.ie  late  of  eighty-five  dollars  per 
month  ;  also,  that  the  compensation  of  the  officer 
designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Municipal 
Court  for  the  Brighton  District  be  fixed  at  the 
rate  of  eiglity-flve  dollars  per  month. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  tor  the  Commitree  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  recom- 
mending leave  to  witlidraw  on  petitions  of  Jordan, 
Marsh  &  Co.  and  Lucius  L.  Coolidge,  for  abate- 
ment of  assessments  of  betterments  for  widening 
Cambridge  street.  Ward  19,  by  the  town  of 
Brighton  in  1872,  the  Committee  on  Streets  having 
voted  that  it  is,  in  their  opinion,  inexpedient  to 
reopen  cases  of  betterments  assessed  two  years 
or  more  ago  by  towns  now  joined  to  the  city  by 
annexation.    Severally  accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Sylvester  Ropes,  §3598.90,  bv  extension  of  Eustis 
street  to  Magazine  street;  David  Gore,  $129.40,  by 
widening  of  Magazine  street ;  F.  W.  &  F.  A.iClapp, 
i708,  by  widening  of  High  street  in  Charlestown, 
by  the  city  of  Charlestown,  in  1873;  William  G. 
Lincoln,  $6705.70,  by  widening  and  grading  of 
High  street.    Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  S.  C.  Bixby  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment for  sewer  in  Shawmut  avenue.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders  of 
notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M..  on  expediency  of  constructing  common 
sewers  in  Brook  avenue,  south  of  West  Cottage 
street;  in  Warren  place,  Roxbury,  and  in  Marcelia 
street,  south  of  Vale  street.    Severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  ot  the  Board- 
Order  giving  notice  to  Herman  B.  Martin,  B. 
Inches  and  other*  to  remove  all  obstructions  pro- 
jecting over  the  line  of  Eastern  avenue  by  July  10, 
and  in  default  thereof  for  the  Superintendent  of 
t5treets  to  remove  said  obstruction. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets — 

Report  representing  thr.t,  in  accordance  with  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,  the  Mayor  entered  into 
an  indenture  last  year  with  the  "Commonwealth, 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  and 
the  Boston  Wharf  Company,  by  which  it  became 
bound  to  build  a  bridge  for  public  travel  across 
Fort  Point  Channel,  in  extension  of  Eastern  ave- 
nue, and  extend  said  avenue  to  some  existing 
street  on  the  '  northwesterly  side  of  Fort  Point 
C  hannel,  within  eighteen  "  months  from  the 
24th  of  June,  1873.  In  case  the  city  fails 
to  build  the  bridue  and  extend  the  avenue, 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  in  lenture.the 
Commonw  ealth  is  authorized  by  its  Board  of  Har- 
bor Coinmissioners  to  do  the  work  at  the  expense 
of  the  city.  By  a  re.-olve  and  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners,  passed  in  December  last. 
Eastern  avenue  was  laid  out  from  Broad  street  to 
the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line,  at  an  estimated 


403 


BOARD      OF      ALDEHMEX 


expense  of  $99,780.  The  City  Council  coucuired 
in  the  action  of  the  Street  Commissioners  and 
passed  an  order  appropriating  $200,000  "to  pay 
the  awards  for  damages  in  laying  out  the  avenue 
and  also  to  begin  the  construction  of  the  bridge 
over  Fort  Point  Channel,  the  plans  of  the  bridge 
to  be  approved  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets."  Plans  have  been  prepared  by  the 
City  Engineer  for  a  wooden  bridge  with  an  iron 
draw,  which  have  received  the  approval  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  and  this  committee.  It 
appears  from  proposals  which  have  been  received 
for  constructing  all  except  the  iron  draw,  that 
the  entire  cost  of  the  structure  will  not  exceed 
$185,000.  In  order  that  there  maybe  no  delay  in 
proceeding  with  the  work,  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  con  • 
tract  for  the  construction  'of  Eastern-avenue 
Bridge  over  Fort  Point  Channel,  including  the 
draw  and  approaches,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  approved  by  the  City  Engineer, 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $185,000,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Eastern-avenue  Extension 
and  Bridge. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets,  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston,  give 
proper  notice  to  the  occupants  of  estates  on  Madi- 
son place  to  quit  and  deliver  up  said  estates  on  or 
before  Aixg.  1, 1874,  they  being"  tenants  on  suffer- 
ance. 
Passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the   means   ($115,000)  for  the 
purchase     of     the     Beach-street     Presbyterian 


Church,  suiTendered  to  the  city  for  the  purpose 
of  widening  said  Beach  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  the  Chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Building?;  asking  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $5200  for  completing  the  primary 
schoolhouse,  East  Boston — Report  reconniiending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  in  place 
of  the  one  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized^to  transfer  from  tbe  re- 
sei-ved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Primary 
Schoolhouses,  East  Boston,  the  sum  of  $5200. 

Read  once. 

By  the  chairman  for  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  with  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  the  \videning  of  Beach  street  between 
Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  and  the 
estimate  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
that  the  cost  would  be  $184,717 — Report  that  they 
have  received  a  communication  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  showing  that  there  will  be 
needed  for  the  grading  and  paving  of  the  before- 
mentioned  part  of  Beach  street,  after  the  widen- 
ing, the  sum  of  $9000.  To  meet  both  estimates  the 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be  and  he  here- 
bv  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $194,000,  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  widening  of  Beach  street, 
and  to  be  called  "Street  Improvement  Loan,  Beach 
street." 

Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  tlie  Oominon  Council, 

JULY    9,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 
Called  to  order,  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  senior  member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Coun- 
cil voted  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  President 
pro  tern.,  and  the  chairman  appointed  Messrs. 
Flatlev  of  Ward  4,  Wilbur  of  AVard  9,  and  Jen- 
nings "of  Ward  5  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Before  the  balloting 
proceeds  I  would  like  to  say  a  word.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council,  the  members  were  kind 
enough  to  elect  me  to  the  chair,  and  thinking  that 
perhaps  some  might  vote  for  me  again,  I  wish  to 
decline  in  favor  of  some  one  else.  I  esteem  it  an 
honor  to  have  been  called  upon  to  preside  for  one 
evening  only,  and  I  believe  in  a  distribution  of 
such  honors,  and  therefore  withdraw  my  name. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—  I  believe,  with  the 
gentleman  from  AVard  10,  in  rotation  in  office, 
and.  lest  any  gentleman  intends  to  cast  a  vote  for 
me,  I  respectfully  wish  to  withdraw  my  name. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  as  the 
result  of  the  first  ballot: 

Whole  number  of  votes 41 

Necessary  for  a  choice 22 

Benjamin  Dean  of  Ward  12 17 

George  A.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5 2 

William  H.  Kent  of  Ward  21 S 

Halsey  J.  Boardman  of  Ward  14 13 

George  P.  Denny  of  Ward  9 1 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 2 

David  P.  Kimball  of  Ward  ti 1 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  16  a  second  ballot  was  taken,with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 4.5 

Benjamin  Dean  had 35 

H.  J.  Boardman 7 

William  H.  Kent 2 

James  J.  Flynn 1 

Mr.  Dean  having  received  the  largest  number  of 
votes,  was  declared  elected  under  the  rule  and 
took  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  (City  Doc.  No.  59)  came  down  to  be  placed 
on  file. 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  had  but  little  time 
to  examine  that  report;  in  fact,  I  have  had  time 
to  read  but  very  little  of  it:  but  I  find  some  most 
extraordinai"y  "statements  therein,  which  are 
made,  I  presume,  by  inadvertence,  in  reports 
copied  from  New  York  papers.  In  order,  there- 
fore, that  those  statements  may  not  go  out  as  the 
voice  of  the  City  Council,  I  shall  ask  before  I  sit 
down  that  the  report  lie  upon  the  table,  and  make 
that  motion.  The  statements  made  are  so  extraor- 
dinary, in  view  of  existing  facts,  that  I  believed 
that  the  City  Council's  attention  should  be  caUed 
to  them.  I  have  done  this  myself,  and  think  that 
no  harm  can  be  done  by  laying  the  report  on  the 
table.  There  are  some  very  extraordinary  state- 
ments in  regard  to  the  status  of  the  poor  in  this 
city  and  New  York,  and  therefore  I  move  that  the 
report  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  was  not  going  to  ob- 
ject to  the  report  lying  upon  the  table,  because  it 
has  gone  into  print,  and  whether  it  lies  upon  the 
table  or  is  placed  on  file,  will  make  no  difference. 
It  goes  forth  as  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  and  therefore  I  do  not  see  that 
anything  is  to  be  gained  by  laying  it  upon  the 
table  rather  than  have  it  take  the  usual  course, 
unless  it  is  expected  that  the  document  is  to  be 
debated;  but  whether  it  is  debated  or  not 
it  is,  at  least,  proper  to  place  it  upon  file,  as  it  will 
not  be  referred  back  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
for  their  consideration.  Consequently  I  cannot 
see  anything  to  be  gained  by  laying  it  upon  the 
table.  It  may,  as  the  gentleman  says,  be  an  ex- 
traordinary report,  but  it  wUl  go  to  the  pub- 
lic as  the  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
whether  we  lay  it  upon  the  table  or  place 
it  upon  file.  I  think  it  would  be  rather 
a  discourteous  act  to  allow  the  report  to 
lie  upon  the  table,  although  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  intends  any- 


thing of  the  kind.  Whether  it  coincides  with  our 
views  or  not,  the  placing  of  it  upon  file  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it.  Therefore  I  would  prefer  that 
the  report  be  placed  upon  file  rather  than  be  laid 
upon  th€  table. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5— I  object  to  its  being  re- 
ceived, accepted  and  placed  upon  file  because  I 
believe  it  to  be  untrue,  and  based  upon  a  false 
foundation,  and,  in  one  case,  based  upon  the  re- 
port of  a  New  York  paper.  I  make  this  motion 
with  a  proper  understanding  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  proper  motion  to  be  made.  It  is  the  language 
and  sentiment  of  the  report  that  I  object  to,  and 
this  is  the  only  proper  way  in  which  to  come  to  a 
discussion  of  it  without  having  to  take  the  report 
from  the  files  at  some  future  time.  I  think 
the  motion  is  a  proper  and  correct  one, 
and  I  believe  I  have  given  good  reason 
why  it  should  De  carried.  There  are  state- 
ments made  in  that  report,  which  on  my  own  re- 
sponsibility I  know  to  be  false.  If  we  accept  this 
report  and'place  it  upon  file  it  goes  forth  as  the 
sentiment  of  the  City  Council  <tnd  representing 
the  views  of  the  city  of  Boston,  which  I  state  here 
are  not  correctly  represented  therein.  Hence  I 
ask  that  it  lie  upon  the  table  till  I  can,  by  affida- 
vits or  otherwise,  bring  the  facts  before  the  City 
Council  and  the  public  of  Boston,  and  then  it  can 
be  ascertained  whether  the  poor  of  Boston  and  New 
York  are  treated  rightly  and  honorably  in  that  re- 
pert.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  think  we  should  not 
<;acept  this  report  at  the  present  time,  but  should 
lay  it  upon  the  table  for  future  consideration. 

Mr.  Day  of  AVard  1 — As  this  is  the  report  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  I  trust  it  will  be  accepted 
and  placed  upon  file  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

The  question  on  laying  the  report  on  the  table 
was  put  and  declared  lost.  Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5 
doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  divided  and  the 
motion  was  lost — 18  for,  25  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AA'ard  5 — I  now  claim  the  right  to 
speak  upon  the  question  of  placing  the  report  on 
file.  I  want  to  call  attention,  Mr.  President,  to 
the  fortieth  page  of  this  report,  and  as  I  presume 
not  one  in  len  of  the  members  of  this  Council 
have  read  it,  I  propose  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  statements  there  made,  and  then  I  propose  to 
ask  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  prove  the  state- 
ments they  have  made.  It  is  this :  Under  the  head 
of  "indiscriminate  charity  in  New  York,"  after 
going  on  with  several  extravagant  statements, 
they  say— 

"New  York,  as  is  well  known,  is  a  large  manu- 
facturing centre,  and  employs  great  numbers  of 
artisans  and  mechanics.  It  has  also  a  vast  num- 
ber of  ordinary  day  laborers,  as  well  as  an  unusual 
number  of  those  who,  in  the  best  of  times,  just 
keep  their  heads  above  water.  When  the  indus- 
trial and  business  panic  came  upon  the  city  last 
autumn  it  was  seen  at  once  by  the  benevolent  and 
fortunate  classes  that  wide-spread  distress  would 
ensue." 

And  from  that  they  proceed  through  the  41st, 
42d,  43d  and  44th  pages,  and  make  statements 
which  they  afterwards  say  came  from  the  New 
York  Times.    On  the  41st  page  the  report  says — 

"The  experience  of  New  York  in  1857,  and  of 
Boston  and  other  cities  since  that  date,  proves 
that  the  soup-kitchen  charity  only  creates  pau- 
perism." 

I  shall  challenge  them  to  prove  that  fact,  Mr. 
President. 

"Despite  the  warnings  of  the  experienced,  soup 
kitchens  and  free  lodcings  were  opened  by  public 
and  private  means  with  the  utmost  liberality  in 
various  portions  of  New  York  last  winter,  and 
enormous  sums  were  contributed  by  private  citi- 
zens for  these  popular  benefactions.  Before  the 
winter  was  over,  however,  most  of  those  engaged 
in  them  regretted,  without  doubt,  that  they  had 
ever  taken  part  in  these  kindly  but  mis'taken 
charities.  The  reports  of  competent  observers  show 
what  were  their  effects.  The  announcement  of  the 
intended  opening  of  these  and  kindred  charities 
immediately  called  into  the  city  the  floating  va- 
grants, beggars  and  paupers  who  wander  from 
village  to  village  throughout  the  State.  The 
streets  of  New  York  became  thronged  with  this 
ragged,  needy  crowd;  they  filled  all  the  station 
houses  and  lodging  places  provided  by  private 
charity,  and  overflowed  into  the  island  alms- 
houses. Street  begging  to  the  point  of  impor- 
tunity became  a  custom.  Ladies  were  robbed, 
even  on  their  ov\ti  doorsteps,  by  these  mendi- 
cants." 

That  is  a  broad  statement,  Mr.  President. 

'  Petty  offences,  such  as  thieving  and  drunk- 
enness, increased.  One  of  the  free  lodgings  in  the 
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ujiper  part  of  the  city,  established  hv  the  Com- 
mis^sioners  of  Chantlts,  became  a  public  nuisance 
from  its  rowdyism  and  criminality.  Nor 
would  these  paupers  work.  On  one  occa- 
sion the  alii)slH)u>e  authorities  were  dis- 
charginp;  a  band  of  able-bo(-'.ied  paujjers,  and 
having  ne=d  of  some  light  out-door  labor  on  the 
island,  they  ollered  these  men  what  is  thought 

food  country  wages — that  is,  815  per  month  and 
oard.  They  unanimously  refused,  preferring 
the  free  lodgings  and  free  lunches  of  the  city. 
But  with  these  'tramps'  came  another  and  more 
respectable  throng,  hurrying  toward  this  'feast  of 
charity' — honest  and  hard-working  laboring  men 
from  every  part  of  the  neighboring  country. 
Farms  in  the  interior  of  New  Vork  were  left 
stri))ped  of  laborers,  though  the  f:irmers  offered 
good  wages.  Working  men  came  fiom  as  faraway 
as  Pittsburg  and  boston;  partly,  no  doiibt,  to  see 
the  sights  of  New  York,  but  hoping  also  for  aid 
from  public  and  private  charities.  In  some  cases 
young  men  were  arrested  in  criminal  houses,  who 
made  their  headquarters  in  these  soui)  kitchens  or 
relief  houses,  and  then  sallied  out  to  enjoy  the 
criminal  indulgences  of  the  city.  The  pauperiz- 
ing influences,  however,  of  this  indiscriminate 
charity  reach  beyond  these  classes.  Poor  families 
abandoned  siea^iy  industry,  got  their  meals  at  tlie 
soup  kitchens,  and  spent  the  day  in  going  from 
one  charitable  organization  to  another.  ' 

And  so  they  go  on  to  state  all  the  way  through. 
And'what  is  tlie.animus  of  ail  this  ?  Why,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  House"  of  Representatives  of  Massachu^ 
setts,  with  but  one  dissenting  voice  in  that  body  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  members,  voted  to  give  per- 
mission to  the  city  of  iJoston  to  provide  soup  houses 
in  order  to  give  temporary  aid  for  its  poor,  and  it 
has  become  the  law,  the  Governor  saying  to  me 
within  a  few  minutes  from  the  time  he  signed  it, 
that  he  believed  it  to  be  on?  of  the  best  laws  ever 
enacted  for  the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  the  record 
of  history.  Now,  sir,  the  chairman  of  this  honora- 
ble Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  was  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  by  his  ac- 
tion there,  his  perseverance,  his  honorable  talk 
and  talk  of  all  kinds,  he  raised  bnt  a  single  dis- 
senting voice  to  the  proposition.  And  what  writes 
he  here  ?  What  is  the  conclusion,  sir  ?  Failing  to 
defeat  this  measure,  this  is  what  he  has  written: 

"A\'e  have  ilweit  in  detail  on  this  experience  in 
New  York  because  it  is  exceedingly  instructive 
with  reference  to  all  futnre  effort  in  our  cities  for 
relieving  poverty." 

There  is  the  animus.  In  defiance  of  what  action 
this  City  Government  may  see  fit  to  take  another 
year,  we  have  here  in  advance  their  state- 
ments made  in  order  to  prevent  such  action 
by  the  city  of  Boston.  These  efforts  have  been 
commented  upon  in  the  morning  jiapers.  The 
Boston  Post,  in  a  leading  edit.irial,  some  two 
months  ago,  commendea  this  effort  in  New 
York,  and  that  statement  was  read  to  the  hono/'a- 
ble  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives. 
Leading  papers  in  New  York  have  sioken  in  the 
highest  terms  of  this  commendable  charity,  and 
yet,  sir,  an  extract  from  one  paper  in  New  York  is 
pirblished  here  in  order  to  influence  this  city — the 
statement  in  a  single  New  York  paper  is  put 
against  the  twentj-y  or  thirty  othei-s  in  that  city 
in  favor  of  the  "measure— in  order  to  preju- 
dice the  City  Government  of  Boston  against 
this  measure  "of  humanity,  if ,  in  their  judgment, 
the  City  Government  should  see  fit  to  do  this 
thing  another  year.  I  have  called  attention  to 
this  matter  for  "the  purpose  of  having  it  known 
that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  order  to  pre- 
judge and  pre-ordain  what  may  be  the  action  of 
the  City  Government  upon  such  a  measure,  if  the 
City  Government  of  Boston  should  see  fit  to  adopt 
it.  "^  I  have  called  attention  to  it  for  the  reason 
that  I  believe  that  the  coming  winter  is  to  l)e  the 
hardest  known  for  the  last  twenty  ye.a'rs  past.  I 
believe  that  last  winter,  but  for  'the  humane 
efforts  of  most  humane  women,  would  have 
been  the  hardest  for  the  poor  of  any  we  have  had 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  yet  I  believe  that 
the  people  today'are  poorer  than  they  were  »ix 
months  ago.  I  believe  that  next  year  will  be  harder 
than  ever  before.  Hence  I  take  "this  ground  today, 
in  order  that  the  people  may  not  be  prejudiced 
against  a  measure  which  I  believe  has  proved  ben- 
eficial to  society  in  Boston,  and  t"  the  best  inter- 
ests of  society  in  New  Y'^ork.  I  ask  that  the  ques- 
tion upon  placing  this  report  on  tile  be  taken  by 
veas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ajid  the  report 
was  placed  on  file— yeas  41,  nays  9,  as  follaws  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce,  Boardman,  Bur- 


ditt.  Burgess,  Butler,  Crocker,  Cushman,  Day, 
Dean,  Denny,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Hine, 
HunnewcU, "Jennings,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  Lor- 
ing,  3Iorse,  Page,  Peaijoily,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Powers.  Prav,  I'utnain,  .Sibley,  Thacher,  Train, 
Walbridge,  Warren,  West,  Weston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  \\  dlcutt,  Woods.  Woo<lward — 11. 

Nays— Messrs.  Dacey,  Flatley,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Moley,  Mooney,  Shaw,  .Sweat,  Whiston— 9. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams, 
Bariy,  Beal,  Kent,  Bleiler,  Brackett,  Browni,  Caw- 
ley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Cudworth,  Davis,  Fuller, 
Harrington,  Hicks,  Long,  Minot,  Noyes,  Russell, 
Sheparti,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser — 24. 

Communication  from  the  City  Registrar  in  refer- 
ence to  extra  clerk-hire  and  petition  of  W.  E. 
Woodward.    Severally  referred,  m  concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  for  additional 
erouuds  for  the  Dudley  School.    Accepted. 

Reiiort-s  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  be  is- 
sued to  Alpheus  M.  Stetson,  Gilman  &  Page,  and  R. 
H.  Barbum,  to  erect  wooden  buildings.  The  oi- 
ders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
land  owned  by  James  F.  Marston,  13,152  square 
feet,  more  or  less,  situated  on  West  Fifth  street, 
at  not  exceeding  ;51.75  per  foot,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse,  Lawrence  District.  The  order 
was  read  once.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fly^u  of  Ward 
7,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  then 
passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  alterations  to  be 
made  in  the  East  Boston  Prescott  Schoolhouse, 
and  a  master's  room  to  be  provided  therein.  Read 
twice  and  passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Wardl,  who  stated  that 
it  was  necessary  to  have  the  rei.-airs  made  during 
the  summer  vacation  of  the  school. 

Order  to  pay  bills  of  John  L.  Cook  [825]  and  of  S. 
P.  Kelley  [glo'O],  for  extra  services  rendered.  Read 
twice  and  passed  under  a  .-uspension  of  the  rules, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  who  stated  that 
the  bills  were  for  extra  services  rendered  by  the 
policemen  m  the  City  Hall. 

Order  authorizing  polije  officers  in  full  uniform 
to  pass  the  ferries  free  of  toll.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  exam'ne  and 
report  in  print  upon  the  availability  of  the  Charles 
River  as  a  source  of  supply  to  the  city,  giving  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  works  required  to  bring  its 
waters  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  Read  twice 
and  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  who  stated  that 
the  City  Engineer  is  desirous  of  commencing  the 
work,  and  the  delay  of  a  week  might  possibly  be 
of  some  consequence  to  him,  while  it  would  be  of 
none  to  the  Council. 

Order  to  take  the  surrendered  estate  of  the 
Beach-street  Presbyterian  Church,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  widening  said  street,  at  a  cost  of  8115,000 
for  7232  square  feet  of  land.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means,  8115,000,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  estate  of  the  Beach-street  Presbyterian 
Church.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Majoritv  report  and  an  ordinance  to  establish 
the  Boston  Water  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  53, 1874). 
Specially  assigned  for  half-past  eight  o'clock  next 
Thursday  evening,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
War(l  l,"who  said  he  understood  that  several 
members  of  the  Council  desired  to  debate  the 
subject  but  were  not  prepared  to  do  so  this  even- 
ing. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means  for  purchasing  the  estate  of  the  Beach- 
street  Presbyterian  Church.  I  make  that  motion 
because  the  Council  has  passed  an  order  to  provide 
the  means  for  j>urchasing  an  estate  before  pass- 
ing the  order  to  take  that  estate. 

Sir  Flynn  of  AVard  7—1  understantl  that  at  the 
last  meeting,  although  I  was  not  present,  an  or- 
der was  passed  for  the  widening  of  Beach  street 
outside  of  the  taking  of  this  particular  property, 
and  the  repot  t  recommending  the  passage  cf  that 
order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
If  that  is  so,  I  cannot  see  any  objection  to  this  or- 
der going  to  that  committee  also.  [Mr.  Flynu  read 
from  the  journal  the  action  of  the  Council  in  pass- 
ing the  order  to  widen  Beach  street  from  Harrison 
avenue  to  Washington  street.]  That  i*  outside  of 
this  matter,  so  that  the  subject  of  procuring  the 
means  must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  ICimba'll  of  Ward  6—1  may  be  in  error,  but  I 
understood  that  the  first  order,  inasmuch  as  it  in- 
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volveil  an  appropriation  of  money,  was  laid  over 
till  the  next  meeting-.  Then  fol'lo-ued  the  order 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  pio- 
vide  the  means  for  purchasing  an  estate  which 
we  have  not  yet  decided  to  take.  If  I  am  in  error 
I  would  like  to  be  corrected.  I  thought  it  would 
not  be  well  to  pass  an  order  to  provide  means  to 
take   an  estate  before  passing  an  order  to  take  it. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — The  Council  has  passed 
an  order  to  widen  Beach  street  and  that  church 
must  come  down,  and  the  Committee  on  Streets 
think  that  it  is  the  cheapest  way  to  take  the  whole 
lot. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  7— Evidently  I  do  not  ap- 
prehend the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  or  he  does  not  understand  me.  I  do  not  object 
to  the  widening  of  Beach  street,  or  to  passing  the 
neeessaiy  orders  to  do  it;  and  when  the  order 
comes  before  the  Council  to  pay  for  the  widening 
I  shall  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  this  order  con- 
templates providing  funds  not  for  the  widening, 
but  to  pay  for  an  estate  which  we  have  not  voted 
to  take.  I  think  we  had  better  vote  to  take  the 
property  before  voting  to  pro\'ide  the  money  to 
pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — As  it  is  a  foregone  con- 
clusion that  we  shall  want  to  take  this  church  for 
the  widening  of  Beach  street,  I  would  suggest  that 
if  thi.'  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  withdraw  his 
motion.  I  A\ill  move  to  suspend  the  rules  so  that 
the  order  to  take  this  property  may  be  passed.  If 
the  Council  see  fit  to  pass  the'ordeV,  that  will  get 
over  any  seeming  incongruity  in  our  action  upon 
the  tw'o'orders. 

Mr.Kimball  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  reconsid- 
eration, and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward 
16,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  to  take 
the  Beach-street  Presbyterian  Church  property 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed— yeas  51,  nays 
2— Messrs.  Adams  of  Ward  14  and  Sweat  of  Ward 
14  voting  in  the  negative. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  the  superintendents  of  the  several  Charles- 
town  bridges,  etc.    Read  once. 

Order  for  notice  to  be  given  to  the  occupants  of 
estates  on  Madison  place  to  tiuit  and  deliver  up 
said  estates  on  or  before  Aug.  1,  1874,  they  being 
tenants  on  sufEerance.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  provide  additional  primary -school  ac- 
commodations in  the  Prescott  District,  Charles- 
town.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  charge  to  appropriation  for  an  Addi- 
tional Supply  of  Water,  tiie  expense  of  procuiing 
information  relative  to  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  from  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  basins. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  to  James  M.  Davis  S25  for  care  of 
clock  in  tower  of  church  of  South  Evangelical  So- 
cietv  in  West  voxbury,  for  the  six  months  ending 
July  1, 1874.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  sale  by  auction  of  the 
Boston  Post  estate,  at  the  corner  of  Water  and 
Devonshire  streets,  remaining  after  the  widening 
of  Water  street;  or  the  procuring  of  plans  and  es- 
timates for  moving  back  or  remodelling  the  build- 
ing thereon.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  8300  per  annum  for  rent 
of  headquarters  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infan- 
try, at  the  Waverley  House,  Charlestowu.  Passed, 
in  concurrence — yeas  47,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS   PEESENTED     AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — Petitions  for  leave 
to  erect  wooden  buildings— by  A.  R.  Whittier  on 
Randolph  street;  S.  W.  Fuller  on  fireeuleaf 
wharf.  Ward  22,  and  Edward  Bryant  on  Franklin 
court,  Ward  16. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12- Petition  of  D.  B. 
Hamlin  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
South  Market  street,  next  west  of  No.  195. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented  the  following : 
State  House  Boston.  ) 

Reporters'  Gallery,  { 
June  27, 1874.      ) 

Having  read  the  report  of  the  debate  in  the 
Commor  Council  on  Thursday  evening,  June  26, 
1874,  we  desire  to  contradict  the  statements  made 
by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  that  "the  reports  of  the 
Globe  of  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives *  *  5f  are  entirelv partial  and 
without  proper  consideration  for  the  public,"  and 
furthei-,  that  "the  reports  made  of  the  proceed- 


ings of  the  Legislature  are  not  worthy  of  the 
esteem  of  which  the  paper  itself  is  worthy,"  as  in 
our  opinion  the  statements  are  unjust  and  untrue. 
[Signed]  W.  H.  Esty  Herald;  A.  M.  Bridgman, 
Springfield  Union ;  E.  W.  Davies,  Traveller;  C.  B. 
Tillinghast,  Boston  Journal;  W.  M.  Olin,  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser;  E.  H.  Luther,  Springfield  Re- 
publican. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  to  the  joint 
special  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Globe 
Publishing  Company. 

THE  fire  department  REPORT. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  suppose  it  is  always  in 
order  to  call  attention  to  the  city  ordinances',  es- 
pecially when  there  seems  to  be  any  dereliction  of 
duty.  I  am  very  well  aware  that  I  make  myself 
unpopular  when  I  criticise  the  action  of  heads  of 
departments.  I  am  willing  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  sliaU  never  shirk  any  duty  imposed 
upon  me.  I  find  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  ordi- 
nance to  establish  a  Fire  Department  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"And  they  shall  also,  annually,  in  the  month  of 
Maj'  or  June,  present  to  the  City  Council  a  report 
made  up  to,  and  including,  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
preceding  April,  containing,  in  addition  to  a  consol- 
idated statement  of  the  facts  contained  in  the 
monthly  reports  of  the  preceding  year,  a  list  of  the 
causes  of  fire,  alphabetically  art-anged,  a  statement 
of  the  income  and  expenditure  on  account  of  all  the 
property  belonging  to  the  department,  with  a 
statement  as  to  its  condition  on  the  date  of  the 
report,  and  an  estimate  of  its  value,  also  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  and  location  of  the  fire-alarm 
boxes;  together  witli  such  other  iirformation  or 
suggestions  as  they  may  deem  proper." 

1  have  made  inquiries  from  time  to  time  during 
the  last  month,  and  once  or  twice  during  the 
month  of  >Iay,  and  I  have  found  that  there  is  no 
such  report  upon  file.  I  have  inquired  of  the  offi- 
cers who  should  hold  the  documents,  if  there  are 
any,  and  they  say  they  have  not  got  them.  Now, 
sir,  m  these  days,  when  commissions  are  being 
talked  of,  when  new  commissions  are  about  to  be 
established,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  inquire  what  progress  has  been  made  by  the 
present  commissions.  I  was  one  who  did  all  I 
could  to  inaugurate  this  system  of  commissions. 
I  believe  in  commissions  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
under  certain  restrictions,  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
permitting  any  boards  or  commissions  to  have  the 
unqualified  management  of  matters  appertaining 
to  the  City  Government  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
city,  so  that  members  of  the  City  Government  are 
not  able  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  af- 
fairs in  a  department,  responsible  as  they  are  for 
the  appropriations  and  for  carrying  out  the  best 
interests  of  the  city.  I  do  not  believe  in  such 
management.  I  have  yet  to  ascertain  why  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Fire  Department  have  not 
made  the  report  required  by  law.  Now,  sir,  some- 
thing like  8700,000  was  appropriated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  financial  year  for  the  support 
of  that  department,  and  I  am  credibly  informed— 
and  I  have  it  in  figures  before  me — that  one-fourth 
of  that  sum  has  been  spent  by  the  commissioners 
during  the  first  two  months,— one  sixth  part  of  the 
year,— and  yet  we  have  no  account  of  the  ex- 
penditures given  to  the  Council,  as  required 
by  law.  We  know  not  what  property  the  depart- 
ment has ;  we  know  not  what  its  situation  is 
at  the  present  time,  although  I  presume  that 
this  law  and  section  was  made  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  was  necessary  to  inform  the  City 
Council  from  time  to  time  of  the  situation 
of  the  department.  We  have  nothing,  sir, 
to  indicate  to  us  that  which  is  required  to  be 
given  by  the  ordinance  trom  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  read.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  this  matter  in  this  public  way,  because 
I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  do  so,  as  oiie  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  what  is  done  in  the  City 
Council.  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  make  a  mo- 
tion, but  I  presume  it  is  enough  to  make  this  state- 
ment. I  presume  I  have  unpopularized  myself 
once  again,  but  I  am  not  afraid  of  it,  or  ashamed 
of  it,  and  if  this  matter  is  to  come  before  us  again 
in  this  light,  and  if  commissioners  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed, it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to  put 
upon  them  certain  restrictions  which  will  keep 
them  up  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  which  the  people 
re  luire.  and  which  it  was  the  intention  of  those 
who  formed  this  ordinance  to  do. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG — I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  whether  he  has  asked 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  why  their  report 
has  not  b'ien  made.  That  is  the  proper  place  to  go 
for  information. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5—1  am  happy  to  answer 
that  question.  It  is  my  duty  when  I  wisli  to  make 
inquiries  of  the  Fire  Commission  to  make  them 
here.  It  is  not  my  duty,  by  ordinance,  to  go  to 
their  office  for  information,  and  find  "private" 
upon  their  door;  and  I  shall  not  descend  irom  the 
dignity  of  my  jxjsition  as  a  merpber  of  the  City 
Government  by  doing  so.  The  ordinance  says 
that  they  shall  make  a  report  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  present  it  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  AVest  of  Ward  16— The  idea  set  forth  in  the 
ordinance  is  that  the  commissioners  shall  report 
here  during  the  month  of  May  or  June.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  they  are  attending  to  their  duty 
properly  and  have  a  reasonable  excuse,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  if  I  asked  them  I  should  get  a 
fair  answer.  I  also  know  that  it  is  not  an  excep- 
tional case ;  it  is  not  unusual  for  heads  of  de- 
partments not  to  make  their  annual  report  exact- 
ly upon  time.  I  think  it  is  hardly  fair  to  throw 
blame  upon  the  commissioners  without  cause. 

REPORT  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  "West  of  "Ward  IG,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order 
of  the  School  Committee  requesting  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  near  Prospect  street, 
Charlestown,  as  a  site  for  anew  grammar  school — 
Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  new 
grammar  schoolhouse,  the  estate  of  Nathan  Tufts, 
situated  on  Prospect  street,  at  the  corner  of  Edge- 
worth  street,  Charlestown,  containing  twenty-one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  square  feet, 
more  or  less ;  the  cost  of  said  land,  not  to  exceed 
two  dollars  per  square  foot,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  the  purchase  of 
such  a  site. 

The  order  was  read  once,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
West  of  Ward  16,  the  rule  was  suspended,  it  was 
given  a  second  reading,  and  passed. 

lA'TEREST  ON  TAXES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  subject  of 


disagreement  between  the  two  branches  in  the 
order  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  providiuji  for 
the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county,  and  the  city's- 
proportion  of  the  State  tax,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  action  fixing  the  rate 
ot  interest  at  nine  per  cent,  on  taxes  remaining 
uncollected  after  the  1st  o<-'  Januarj-,  instead  of 
twelve  per  cent.,  as  fixed  by  the  other  branch,  and 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference.  Messrs. 
Page  of  Ward  9,  Loring  of  Ward  12,  and  Burditt  of 
Ward  16  were  appomted  said  committee  on  behalf 
of  the  Common  Council. 

THE  ELMS  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— On  the  7th  of  May  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  introducing  an  order,  wh'ich 
was  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  City  Council, 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  to  report  concerning  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  the  trees  on  the  Common  and  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  removing  the  asphalt  from 
the  walks.  As  a  reasonable  time  has  elapsed,  I 
would  like  to  ask  of  the  chairman,  or  some  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  if  we  may  shortly  look 
for  a  report  on  that  subject. 

Ml-.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— On  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  I  would  say  that  they  have 
fully  considered  that  matter  and  wiU  report  at  an 
early  day. 

CITV  EMPLOYES  AND  THE  FERRIES. 

Mr.  Leach  ot  Ward  10  offered  the  following, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the  .Joint 
Committee  on  the  East  Boston  Ferries : 

Ordered.  That  all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  of  Boston  may  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the 
East  Boston  ferries  on  foot  free  of  toU  on  giving 
to  the  toll  gatherer  satisfactory  proof  that  they 
are  in  the  employ  of  said  city  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    9,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  >hepar(l,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEE-MEX. 

Annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  (City 
Doc.  No.  56),"  and  quarterly  reports  of  Inspectors 
of  Lighters  and  Paymaster  of  state  Aid.  Several- 
ly placed  on  tile. 

Petition  of  B.  W.  Thayer  was  referred,  in  con- 
currence. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Hon.  Richard  FrotiMng- 
ham  for  his  oration  before  the  niuniciiial  authori- 
ties on  the  4th  inst.,  and  requesting  a  copy  of  said 
oration  for  piihlication.  Read  twice  and  passed. 
Order  authorizing  the  grading  of  the  yard  and 
paving  of  tlie  siuewalks  of  Hook  &  Ladder 
House  Xo.  i,  the  building  of  a  retaining  wall, 
and  providing  of  necessary  fencing  for  the  same, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  SloOO.  Ordered  to  a  sec- 
oml  reading.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditr  of  Ward 
16,  who  said  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  work  in 
Ijrogress  as  soon  as  ossible,  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Orders  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
.§1000  for  team  work  for  Common,  etc.;  authoriz- 
ing au  additional  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
.5il200  for  improving  Blackstnne  and  Franklin 
squares ;  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeiliiig  ai2200  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason 
work  and  painting  for  Common,  etc. ;  authorizing 
an  additional  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  S800 
for  the  purchase  of  sods  for  Common,  etc.  Sev- 
erally ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets  to 
confer  with  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road Company,  iu  relation  to  the  grade  at  which 
Swett  street  shall  cross  said  railroad,  and  report 
an  agreement  thereon.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  to  be  made  for 
building  a  prison  carriage  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
«1000. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  presume  it  is  all  right, 
out  1  sliould  like  to  ask  why  it  is  necessary  to  have 
that  amount  to  build  a  prison  carriage.  1  did  not 
suppose  a  carriage  should  cost  anything  like  that 
amount,  and  while  in  these  times  criticism  is  prop- 
erly being  made  upon  the  expenditures  by  the 
City  Government.— with  our  debt  amounting  to 
forty-three  millions  of  dollars, — we  should  know 
why"  it  will  be  necessary  to  appropriate  a  thousand 
dollars  f(u-  a  prison  caiiiage.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
an  enormous  sum.  If  the  Committee  on  Health 
can  explain  why  it  is  necessary,  I  shall  be  ready 
to  vote  for  it.     ' 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— There  have  recently 
been  established  two  municipal  courts,  one  iu 
East  Boston  and  one  in  South  Boston,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  carry  the  prisoners  from  the  court 
room  to  the  island  or  wherever  they  are  to  go.  It 
is  impossible  for  the  Superintendent  of  Health  to 
do  that  with  his  present  conveniences  and  he  lias 
asked  for  this  appropriation  for  $1000  to  build 
another  carriage.  A  van  was  recently  built  w-hich 
cost  some  S600,  though  I  do  not  exactly  remember 
the  amount ;  1  do  not  suppose  this  one  will  cost 
more  than  that,  but  we  have  asked  for  enough  to 
cover  the  expense.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  another  carriage. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  sort  of  objection 
to  what  is  necessary  to  be  done,  but  this  seems  to 
be  an  enormous  sum,  and  that  is  why  I  raise  the 
point  at  this  time.  It  may  be  necessary  to  appro- 
priate that  amount,  but  I'should  think  that  "SIOOO 
would  be  eiiough  to  build  three  carriages.  The 
gentleman  says  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  spend 
more  than  §600 ;  I  should  think  §600  would  be 
enough  to  build  two  carnages  at  least.  As  has 
been  said,  the  expenditures  of  the  city  have  in- 
creased to  an  enormous  extent,  and  they  are  to- 
day receiving  the  criticism  of  the  people.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  make  this  expenditure  1  shall  vote 
for  it ;  but  unless  it  is  necessary  I  shall  not  vote 
for  it.  My  worthy  friend  from  "Ward  16  has  stated 
reasons  which  are  certainly  satisfactory  to  him, 
but  if  it  costs  onlv  §600,  why  is  it  necessavy  to 
appropriate  §1000? 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— We  had  occasion  to 
build  one  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and  after  a  long 
search  we  got  one  at  the  lowest  price  that  could 
bj  obtained — I  think  it  cost  §750,  though  I  am  not 
sure.    I  am  certain  that  the  Committee  on  Health 


will  not  spend  more  than  §750  if  it  can  be  done  for 
that.  It  will  be  done  by  the  person  who  wUl  do  it 
for  the  least  money. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  will  guarantee  here  to 
furnish  one  for  §300,  and  I  make  that  proposition 
in  all  honesty  and  good  faith.  I  do  not  know  who 
they  are,  but  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  there 
are 'forty  carriage  manufacturers  in  Boston,  today, 
who  would  be  glad  to  furnish  one  for  thit  price. 
I  have  made  my  statement  and  I  am  satisfied  with 
it. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Report  recommending  the  extension  of  the  main 
water  pipe,  from  its  present  termination  in  Canal 
street,  to  City  square.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  said  extension,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  §15,000.  Passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  who  said 
the  report  stateel  that  it  was  important  to  have 
the  work  done  forthwith,  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  contract  for  the 
construction  of  Eastern-avenue  Bridge  over  Fort 
Point  Channel,  including  draw  and  apparatus,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  §185,000.  The  order  was 
passeo  to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 
stated  that  as  this  is  a  matter  which  the  city  has 
got  to  do,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  contract 
should  be  closed  up  as  soon  as  possible,  he  would 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  order  was  ))assed. 

Order  authorizing  the  sale,bj  public  auction,  on 
July  10,  of  the  buildings  numbered  11  and  37 
Washington  square.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  arid  order  au- 
thorizing a  transfer  of  §5200  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropiiation  for  Primary  School- 
houses,  East  Boston.  The  order  was  substituted 
for  the  one  originally  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  §194,000  for  the 
widening  of  Beach  street,  and  to  be  called  "Street 
Imnrovement  Loan,  Beach  street."  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  recommending  the  election  of  Thomas 
J.  Gargan  as  an  Overseer  of  the  Poor  in  the  place 
of  George  Fabyan,  deceased,  and  certificate  of 
the  election  of  Charles  Hulbert  as  such  Overseer. 

The  President  read  the  following : 

BOSTON,  July  9, 1874. 

E.  O.  She2)nrd,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 
Council :  Dear  Sir — As  I  am  informed  of  my  hav- 
ing been  chosen  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  and,  as  the  said  action  is  to  come  be- 
fore the  Common  Council  this  evening  for  their 
confirmation,  I  hereby  inform  you,  and  request 
that  you  will  so  inform  the  Council,  that  I  respect- 
fully decline  (and  that  positively)  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  the  position,  as  I  am  so  circumstanced 
that  I  cannot  consistently  add  to  my  responsibili- 
ties at  the  present  time.  I  am,  sir,  yours,  with 
great  respect,  Charles  Hulbert. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Perkins  of  Ward 
16,  and  AVoods  of'  Ward  8  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows: 

Whole  number  ot  votes  cast 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

Thomas  J.  Gargan  had 29 

Charles  Hulbert 12 

Samuel  M.  Quincy 2 

W.  G.  Tr^in 2 

John  Brown 5 

Thomas  J.  Brown 1 

Harrison  Loring 1 

G.  A.  Shaw I 

W .  A.  Prescott 1 

A.  W.  Folsom 1 

Lyclia  M.  Warner 1 

and  Mr.  Gargan  was  declared  elected  on  the  pari 
of  the  Common  Council,  in  non-concurrence. 

THE  NEW   WATER    BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  a.s- 
signment  for  half-past  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  the  re- 
port and  an  ordnance  to  establish  the  Boston 
Water  Board.    (City  Document  No.  53, 1874). 

The  ordnance  was  read  the  second  time  and  the 
question  was  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  regret,  sir,  that  some  of 
the  gentlemen  composing  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances are  not  here,  this  evening;  if  they  were 
here,  I  suppose  thev  wouln  defend  their  report. 
But  I  would  state  that  this  subject  was  before  the 
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Committee  on  Water,  who  gave  it  a  very  careful 
cousideration;  tliey  invited  all  the  living  ex- 
presidents  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  before 
them,  and  they  were  unanimously  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  department  should  be  jjlaced 
in  the  hands  of  a  new  Water  Hoard,  or 
commission,  whichever  we  may  call  it,  and 
that  authority  to  do  so  should  be'  obtained  from 
the  Let;islature  at  the  earliest  oi)portunity.  From 
their  experience,  they  thoujiht  that  it  was  impos- 
sible, in  the  present  condition  of  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  works  and  the  prosjjective  extension 
of  the  works,  for  any  committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  properly  mana'fie  the  affairs  of  the  depart- 
ment; that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  paid  com- 
mission of  three  persons  appointed,  who  should 
give  their  whole  time  to  the  work  and  attend  to  it 
exclusively.  The  orlinance,  as  fhawii,  would 
seem  to  ine  to  be  perfectlv  plain  to  aiiv  one  who 
wishes  to  have  it  so.  the  authority"  fiiven  to 
the  Boston  Water  Board  is  simplv"  that  now 
exercised  by  the  Mystic  and  "  Cochituate 
boards,  with  the  exception  of  allowing  them 
to  fix  the  water  rates.  Other  than  that,  there  is 
no  chano-e.  I  find  on  my  desk — what  I  consider  to 
be  an  unheard-of  and  unwarranted  proceeding — 
the  printed  opinion  of  two  persons  not  residents 
of  the  citv  of  Boston,  addressed  to  a  ujeinl>er  of 
the  City  Government,  and  designed  to  influence 
the  action  of  members  of  the  City  Council  upon 
this  question.  A  few  months  ago  it  was  i:voposed 
to  ask  our  own  City  Solicitor  aiitl  City  Engineer  to 
give  us  such  information  as  we  desired,  but  it  was 
objected  to  as  being  "unwarranted  and  unheard 
of"  ;  and  yet  here  is  a  document  signed  by  persons 
who  are  not  citizens  of  Boston  for  the"  express 
purpose  of  iurtuencing  our  action  on  this  impor- 
tant matter. 

Mr.  Fhnrn  of  AV'ard  7— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  one  question? 

Mr.  Pease— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Flynn— Was  it  not  understood  by  members 
of  the  committee  that  while  some  obtained  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  another  might  ob- 
tain the  opinion  of  Mr.  Paine? 

Mr.  Pease — At  no  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Water  at  which  I  was  present — and  I  have  attend- 
ed every  one  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it — 
has  such  action  been  taken.  The  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  has  been  obtained,  and  he  says  the 
ordinance  is  correct.  Parties  have  been  trying  to 
get  the  opinions  of  other  lawyers,  but  thevclo'iiot 
dare  to  bring  them  to  City  Hall.  I  say  it  is  unwar- 
rantable for  parties  outside  of  Boston  to  come  in 
here  and  try  to  influence  the  City  G-overn- 
ment  procee<lings.  As  I  said  "before,  I 
wish  tiie  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  were  all  present  to  defend  this  rei^ort. 
If  I  supposed  for  a  moment  that  theie  was  a  par- 
agraph in  this  ordinance  which  conferred  upon 
the  Boston  Water  Board  any  other  authority  than 
is  now  exercised  by  the  Cochituate  and  ilystic 
boards,  except  the  fixing  of  water  rates,  I  w"ould 
vote  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  whole  matter,  for 
I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  any  underhanded  means 
being  taken  in  anything  that  we  do.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly understood  by  the  committee,  and  so  stated 
by  th<3  City  Solicitor^  that  the  only  authority  given 
to  this  new  organization  is  that  iiow  exercised  by 
the  present  boards.  I  may  state  now  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  [Mr. 
Dean  of  AVard  12]  requested  me  not  to  press  this 
matter  to  a  vote  tonight,  as  he  could  not  be  here; 
but  I  certainly  hope  that  some  hour  may  be  desig- 
nated for  taking  the  final  vote  next  Thursday 
evening. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  glad  I  asked  the 
question",  because  I  am  certain  that  there  was 
such  an  agreement  in  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, and  that  is  the  reason  why  the  document 
is  on  our  desks  tonight. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  wi>^h  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  the  first  intimation  1  had  that  this  doc- 
iiinent  was  to  be  before  us  was  at  three  o'clock 
this  afterroon. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG— In  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  while  this  matter  was  before  us 
we  had  six  or  seven  meetings ;  we  discussed  it  in 
all  its  details;  the  chairman  especially  looked  in- 
to it,  being  a  lawyer  himself,  and  also  taking  legal 
advice,  and  he  "finally  came  to  the  conclusion  to 
rejiort  the  ordinance  as  it  comes  before  us  tonight. 
As  to  the  agreement  to  allow  another  member  of 
the  committee  to  get  legal  opinion,  I  should  have 
no  objections  to  his  getting  all  the  legal  opinions 
he  chooses;  but  when  he  presents  them  to  the  City 
Council,  the  committee  did  not  sujjpose  that  was 


to  be  done.  The  fact  is  that  the  opinions  of 
two  gentlemen  are  selected  from  a  variety  of  opin- 
ions which  have  been  obtained.  I  could  bring  the 
opinion  of  a  lawyer  to  whom  the  opinion  of 
City  Solicitor  Healy's  and  this  opinion  were  sub- 
mitted, who  said  tiie  difference  was,  that  one  was 
good  law  and  the  other  was  not.  I  am  not  a  law- 
yer myself,  but  I  know  enough  from  common  re- 
port to  distrust  one  of  these  gentlemen's  opinions. 
AMieu  I  consider  the  district  he  lives  in,  and  his 
interests  there,  I  attach  no  sort  of  importance  to 
his  opinion.  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  after  a  very  thorougfh 
examination,  of  not  only  the  legal  bearings  of  tlie 
ordinance,  but  of  the  question  in  all  its  beaiings, 
came  decidedly  to  the  conclusion  that  they  have 
reported.  And  the  chairman— I  do  not  know  that 
I  am  justified  in  saying  much  in  his  absence— al- 
though it  is  known  that  he  is,  in  the  abstract, 
opposed  to  commissions,  it  is  understood  that  he 
will  favor  this  ordinance,  being  convinced  that 
this  is  the  best  way  to  manage  the  Water  Depart- 
ment. I  do  not  suppose  that  a  vote  will  be 
reached  tonight. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  by 
what  authority  was  this  law  framed,  and  who 
framed  it ;  Avhether  the  City  Solicitor  or  a  com- 
mittee asked  for  this  law  to  be  passed,  and  whether 
the  City  Council  ever  gave  authority  to  any  com- 
mittee to  ask  for  such  a  law. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Does  the  gentleman  al- 
lude to  the  legislative  enactment. 

iSIr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — Yes,  sir. 

IMr.  West  of  AVard  16—1  cannot  answer  that. 
The  ordinance  was  originally  drawn  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  move  that  this  matter 
be  especially  assigned  for  nine  o'clock  next 
Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  have  not  heard  the  first 
reason  given  for  a  postp(mement,  or  why,  if  we 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  tonight,  it  should  not  be 
settled  tonight,  except  that  one  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  is  absent,  would 
like  to  have  i.;  postponed.  Very  likely  he  may 
fear  that  without  his  presence  and  favor  it  may 
not  pass  this  branch,  or  might  not  receive  a  full 
vote.  But  I  think  we  are  quite  competent  to  go 
on  with  the  discussion  of  the  (juestion,  and  if  we 
make  ujj  our  minds  I  do  not  think  the  sentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean]  would  oDject  to  our  tak- 
ing a  vote. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— If  there  is  no  objection  I 
will  withdraw  my  motion  to  postpone  till  next 
Thursday  evening". 

Mr.  De'nuy  of  Ward  9—1  did  not  understand  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  particularly  desired 
to  postpone  it.  Having  assigned  the  ordinance 
for  tonight,  I  think  we  may  as  well  discuss  it  and 
act  upoii  it.  While  we  have  laid  over  the  matter 
of  taking  Sudbury  River  we  have  this  ordinance 
before  us,  which  is  second  only  to  the  question  of 
a  water  supply.  We  all  know  that  ttiere  is  at 
present  a  great  waste  of  water  in  this  city,  and 
that  the  present  AYater  Board  has  no  power  to 
control  or  prevent  that  waste,  and  one  great 
feature  of  this  ordinance  is  that  we  confer  upon 
the  new  board  that  power  by  allowing  them  to  fix 
the  water  rates,  so  that "  they  shall  be  able 
to  control  the  waste  and  in  all  probability 
greatly  reduce  it,  which  will  largely  increase  the 
supi)ly.  These  legal  opinions  Which  have  been 
prodiiced  here  tonight,  1  say,  should  have  no 
weight  with  this  Council.  We  "have  a  legal  author- 
ity, elected  bv  our  own  votes,  with  whom  we  are 
bound  to  confer.  AYe  have  referred  this  matter  to 
him,  and  he  has  stated  the  extent  of  the  authority 
here  conferred  upon  the  new  board.  I  have  look- 
ed over  this  legal  opinion  and,  without  any  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  law,  it  strikes  me  that  you 
can  read  it  one  way  or  the  other,  just  as  you  "de- 
sire it.  If  I  <lesired  to  know  whether  or  "not  the 
law  conferred  certain  powers  upon  the  new  board, 
I  could  construe  this  opinion  either  way.  As  I 
view  it,  the  point  that  these  lawyers  make  is  tfiat, 
in  the  event  of  the  City  Council  accepting  this 
act,  we  have  the  right  to  grant  the  new  boai^d  cer- 
tain powers;  but,  if  we  fail  under  that  act 
to  grant  those  powers  to  the  new  board, 
they  would  not  have  authority  to  act  under 
the  law  of  the  Legislature.  That  question 
IS  not  liefore  us  tonight.  The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  an  ordinance  granting  them  certain 
powers,  and  having  been  "granted  those  powers, 
then,  as  our  agents,  they  can  act  according  to  the 
authority  given  to  "  them.  The  'objec- 
tions which  have  been  made  to  commis- 
sions   in    the    i>ast  do     not  apply    in    this    case. 
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As  I  understaud  it,  we  simply  confer  upon 
the  new  board  all  the  powers  now  vested  in  the 
two  boards.  The  arguments  which  have  been  used 
againsr  commissions  m  general  have  been  that  we 
take  from  ihe  people  powers  which  belong  to 
them,  and  confer  them  upon  agents  who  are 
themselves  not  directly  from  the  people.  At  the 
present  time  our  Cochituate  Water  Board  consists 
of  seven  members,  four  of  whom  are  taken  at 
large  and  three  are  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of 
the  City  Council.  The  peoi)le  have  no  voice  or 
vote  whatever  in  the  election  of  the  present  Water 
Board ;  they  are  nominated  by  a  committee  of  the 
City  Council  in  the  usual  way ;  the  nominees  are 
presented  to  us  and  we  vote  upon  them.  To  me, 
that  is  a  most  objectionable  way  of  arriving  at  cor- 
rect conclusions  with  reference  to  the  election  of 
city  officers.  For  instance,  some  members  are  elect- 
ed to  the  Council  every  year  who  have  in  view 
at  the  time  they  are  elected  the  securing  of  cer- 
taiM  iiositions  for  certain  persons.  That 's  all  fair 
and  right.  They  come  here.  We  all  know  from 
experience  that  a  member  rises  here  at  the  proper 
time  and  moves  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
nominate  a  suitable  person  for  a  certain  position  ; 
that  membei  is  appointed  upon  the  committee 
and  the  officer  is  nominated.  No  other  name  is 
brought  in  except  that  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee; we  find  the  name  on  bur  desks;  if 
no  objection  is  raised  to  the  candidate,  we 
accept  the  report  and  we  go  right  through  an 
election  for  city  officers  without  knowing  any- 
thino-  of  their  fitness  for  the  positions,  except 
in  the  cases  of  a  few  heads  of  departments 
who  are  known  to  us.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  ob- 
jectionable way.  We  elect  men  to  office  every  year 
without  knowing  much  of  anything  about  their 
responsibility  or  character ;  nothing  is  said  about 
their  qualifications.  We  elect  the  present  Water 
Board  in  that  way.  The  new  ordinance  provides 
that  the  nominations  shall  be  made  by  the  Mayor, 
subject  to  the  ai)proval  of  the  City  Council.  It 
does  not  take  from  the  City  Council  any  authority 
that  it  at  present  possesses.  But  the  Mayor  takes 
the  responsibility  of  the  nominations;  lie  makes 
his  nominations  from  those  whom  he  believes  to 
be  adapted  for  the  position,  and  we  vote  yea 
or  nay  on  them  precisely  as  we  do  at 
the  present  time  upon  the  nomination  of 
a  committee  made  in  the  usual  form,  and 
we  shall  have  precisely  the  same  position  that  we 
have  now  in  regard  to  the  election  of  a  Water 
Board.  Then,  su',  the  new  Water  Board  is  shorn 
of  all  authority  independent  of  the  action  of  the 
City  Council.  So  far  as  my  individual  jirefer- 
ences  go,  I  would  prefer  to  have  a  board  more  in- 
dependent than  this  ordinance  provides  for,  but 
still  it  provides  [section  3]  that  "the  Boston 
Water  Board,  as  hereby  constituted,  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  in  and 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  prescribed  to, 
the  Cochituate  W^ater  Board  and  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Board,  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
now  in  force."  And  here  is  the  important  quali- 
fication: "Subject,  however,  to  the  authority  of 
the  City  Council,  from  time  to  time,  by  ordinan- 
ces, orders,  resolutions,  to  instruct  said  board,  and 
to  change  and  limit  its  powers.''  I  am  sure  no 
member  of  this  Council  who,  heretofore,  has  op- 
posed commissions  because  they  had  powers  en- 
abling them  to  act  independently  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, can  brkng  that  objection  to  the  present 
ordinance  constituting  the  new  Water  Board. 
We  hold  all  the  power,  by  ordinances,  orders  or 
resolutions  to  restrict  their  action  precisely  as  we 
do  over  the  present  Water  Board.  Biit  there 
is  another  great  gain  over  the  old  board. 
Instead  of  seven  members,  we  reduce  it  to 
three.  Xovv,  it  is  the  experience  of  all  large  com- 
mittees— and  I  believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
present  Water  Board —that  in  committees  of  seven, 
usually  the  information  is  almost  always  restrict- 
ed to  three  or  four.  The  present  board  is  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  who  have  other  business  on 
hand,  who  are  not  paid  for  their  services,  and  are 
not  expected  to  give  their  entire  time  to  the  work. 
We  know  that  the  interest  of  the  water  question 
demands  the  entire  time  and  attention  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  capable  men.  This  ordinance  pro- 
vides that  the  new  board  shall  consist  of  three  men, 
and  that  they  shall  give  their  entire  time  to  the 
interest  of  the  water  question.  That,  it  seems  to 
me.— and  I  think  it  must  appear  to  every  other 
member  of  the  City  Council,— is  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage over  the"  present  organization  of  the 
Water  Board.  Therefore,  I  cannot  understand 
how  gentlemen,  who  have  heretofore  objected  to 
commissions  because    they   held   powers  belong- 


ing to  the  people,  can  bring  that  objec- 
tion against  the  organization  of  the  new 
Water  Board.  That  seems  to  cover  the 
whole  case.  It  is  well  known  that  our  water 
supply  involves  an  annual  expenditure  of  one  or 
two  millions  of  dollars,  and  tnat  in  the  future  we 
have  got  to  spend  five  millions  or  mo:  e  to  ob- 
tain an  additional  supply,  and  the  disbursement 
of  that  money  ■will  lie  with  the  Water  Board. 
While  we  have  the  testimony  of  former  presidents 
and  the  present  president  of  the  Water  Board,  I 
do  not  think  we  require  evidence  from  any  other 
source  with  reference  to  the  desirabilitv  of  the 
change.  Furthermore,  we  have  had  pressed  upon 
us  the  importance  of  granting  to  the  board  authori- 
ty to  restrict  the  wasife  of  water,  and  this  in  itself 
is  enough  to  warrant  immediate  action.  I  do  not 
think  we  can  afliord  to  wait  a  week,  for  if  we  can- 
not determine  upon  the  source  for  an  additional 
water  supply,  we  should  go  ahead  and  give  them 
authority  to  prevent  the  present  waste.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  we  shall  not  postpone  action  merely 
because  one  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances is  absent.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  opposi- 
tion to  immediate  action  on  this  most  important 
matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — To  a  good  deal  of  the  con- 
cluding remarks  ol  the  gentleman  I  shall  agree, 
and  that  is  that  proper  authority  should  be  grant- 
ed to  check  the  waste  of  water.  But  I  shall  en- 
tirely disagree  with  the  first  part  of  his  remarks 
—that  members  are  elected  here  to  nominate  per- 
sons to  certain  positions — for  that  is  a  libel  upon 
the  Couiicil.  I  deny  the  truth  of  that  statement. 
The  gentleman  froin  AVard  9  may,  but  I  do  not 
come" here  to  elect  anybody  to  office.  I  c&me  here 
to  do  my  duty,  and  not  to*  nominate  unfit  candi- 
dates for  office.  Now,  sir.  one  honorable  gentle- 
man is  absent  who  desires  to  speak  upon  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  prolong 
this  matter  of  such  great  interest  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  until  he  has  had  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent his  views.  Now  let  us  understand  what  this  is 
An  act  has  been  passed  and  has  become  the  law 
of  the  Commonwealth,  that  certain  powers  shall  be 
given  to  the  City  Government ;  and  I  say,  sir,  that 
ff  the  City  Council  undertake  to  exercise  the  ar- 
bitrary authority  which  is  there  proposed,  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  will  be  authorized,  warraotecl  to 
rise  and  see  that  we  shall  be  sent  home  from  our 
places  here.  Why,  sir,  what  is  this  law?  I  had 
the  honor,  in  my  place  in  the  Legislature,  to  op- 
pose it  in  some  particulars.  I  was  defeated.  It 
is  not  the  first  time  I  have  been  defeated, 
sir,  and  it  is  not  the  first  time  in  which 
defeat  has  proved  a  success.  There  is  a 
principle  embodied  in  this  matter,  sir.  What  is 
it?  Let  us  know  what  it  is.  Let  us  proclaim  it  to 
our  constituents  who  pay  the  taxes.  It  is  that  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme  is  at  die  top  and  bottom  of 
this  proposition.  It  is  nothing  else,  and  let  it  be 
proclaimed  to  the  people,  who  will  have  to  pav  for 
it.  It  is  nothing  more  or  less,  sir,  than  that  if  you 
accept  this  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  you  'au- 
thorize this  new  commission  to  exercise  arbitrary 
power.  It  is  a  one-man  commission,  a  one-man 
power.  A  board  of  three  is  always  controlled  by 
one  man  ;  no  matter  who  he  is,  one  man  controls 
the  majority,  and  he  decides— what,  sir?— thgtthe 
power  granted  by  the  Legislature  is  supreme,  and 
that  that  commission  ha>  the  right  to  go  and  take 
Sudbury  River,  its  rights  and  watei'S,  in  order  to 
provide  the  city  of  Boston  with  a  supply,  no  matter 
at  what  expense :  no  matter  what  the  damages, 
actual  cr  consequent :  no  matter  what  the  expendi- 
ture, whether  immediate  or  lemote.  Now,  sir,  I 
find  upon  my  desk  this  evening,— I  have  not  had 
time  to  read'it  except  substantially  its  concluding 
sentence,— I  find  here  a  document'written  and  ad- 
dressed to  an  honorable  Alderman  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  signed  by  two  eminent  advocatesaud 
attorneys  at  law,  whose  powers,  brains  and  jiulg- 
ment  no  man  in  this  Commonwealth  can  deny 
And  I  find,  what,  sir?  I  find  its  concluding  pas- 
sage to  be  this : 

••We  believe,  therefore,  that  the  Water  Board, 
when  once  appointed  and  established  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1874,  will  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  do  all  the  acts  that  the  Legisla- 
ture has  emp'owerea  it  to  do,  the  city  of  Boston 
with  its  action  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Where  are  v.e,  sir,  as  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  city  of  Boston? 

"For  an  example,  suppose  that  the  Water  Board 
should  determine  that  in  supplying  Boston  or 
other  cities  and  towns  with  pure  water,  whether 
it  were  in  their  judgment  to  take  any  land  or 
wfiter  rights  which  the  city  of  Boston  are  now  em- 
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powered  to  take,  we  are  of  oi)ini<)ii  that  it  would 
be  competent  for  them  so  to  ilo,  and  that  their 
acts  would  bind  the  city,  uotwithstandinj;  any 
votes  or  acts  of  the  City  Council  in  objection 
thereto." 

Itind  the  city,  sir!  notwithstanding  any  vote  or 
rights  of  the' City  Council  in  objection' thereto! 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor  of  a  Water  Com- 
mission. 1  believe  in  it,  as  I  believed  in  a  Fire  Com- 
mission and  Health  Commission,  and  in  a  Commis- 
sion on  Streets.  I  am  one  ot  its  most  earnest — no 
sir.  one  of  its  weakest— advocates.  Nevertheless, 
let  us  not,  with  the  light  and  experience  that  we 
have  before  us,  establish  another  coinmissioii  un- 
til we  can  control  it  by  the  power  and  right  with 
which  we  are  invested  by  the  people.  Is'  there  a 
check  upon  any  commission,  upon  the  Fire  Com- 
mission, whenever  it  mav  exercise  an  arbitrary 
authority?  It  closes  its  (loors  against  the  people'; 
it  holds  its  sessions  in  secret.  Whatever  we  may 
say  or  do  here,  our  acts  are  sent  broarlca^t  to  the 
world,  to  our  constituents.  The  Fire  and  Health 
commissions  close  their  doors  to  the  people.  The 
Street  Commission  is  different.  Its  doorr  are  open 
to  everybody.  Whatever  we  may  say  here  is  sub- 
ject to  discussion,  to  all  sorts  of  diseiiminatiou 
by  the  people.  But,  sir,  we  propose  to  maugarate 
a'coiniuission  to  sit  with  closed  doors,  with  no 
check  from  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
we  appropriating  money  for  them  ivith  no 
sort  of  shadow  of  check  upon  their  action. 
Now,  «ir,  I  am  o))posed  to  it.  I  can  find  no 
reason  for  it.  I  believe  it  to  be  against  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  right, 
and  therefore  1  oppose  it.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the 
result  of  the  appointment  of  such  a  commission? 
We  make  a  board  of  three  <  ommi:>siouer.5  with  no 
check  upon  them,  and  one  man  controls  that  body. 
Every  man  of  sense  can  see  it.  One  man  holds 
the  balance  of  power  and  exercises  it  as  he  may 
see  fit.  whether  in  his  pecuniary  interest  or  by  rea- 
son of  any  other  interest:  v.h'atever  maybe  his 
interest,  he  controls  it.  I  am  opposed  to  any  such 
thing.  They  may  fix  the  water  rates  and  pass 
upon  tiie  whole  matter;  they  may  fix  the  rates  at 
which  the  whole  water  is  supplied,  and  we  have 
no  check  upon  them.  I  only  ask  that  the  City 
Council  shall  have  some  check  upon  them ;  that 
the  jioard  of  Aldermen  in  its  wisdom,  in 
its  profound  wisdom,  in  its  astute  wi.s- 
dom,  and  in  the  wisdom  with  which  it  is 
empowered,  and  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, coming  directly  from  the  people,  shall 
have  some  check  upon  them,— and  not  that  the 
commission  shall  sit  with  closed  doors  and  exer- 
cise powers  which  their  dictum  shall  suggest,  and 
which  may  not  be  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 
I  shall  hope  that  no  such  arbitrary  authority  shall 
be  exercised  by  us  here.  If  it  is'  exercised",  I  caU 
it  an  arbitraiy  authority  with  which  we  are  not 
invested  by  the  people.  I  shall  hope,  sir,  tnat 
while  this  matter  is  in  doubt,  we  shall  take  the 
advantage  of  that  doubt;  and  when  we  shall  have 
become  satisfied  that  the  thing  is  right,  I  have  not 
a  doubt  that  this  Council  will  vote  for  it.  Be- 
lieving that  this  thing  is  wrong,  I  cannot  sit  here 
and  atlvocate  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  so  that 
our  constituents  shall  be  controlled  by  it.  There 
is  time  enough.  Nothing  wiU  be  lost  by  delay.  If 
it  is  good  it  will  keep ;  if  it  is  bad  we  do  not  desire 
it  to  keep.  Let  us  act  judiciously;  let  us  not 
act  hastily;  let  the  people  advise  us 
and  when  we  shall  be  advised  by  them  that 
we  are  either  wrong  or  right,  then  we  can  act. 
With  the  light  I  have  before  me  I  cannot  advo- 
cate the  passage  of  any  order  or  o-diuance  which 
shall  confer  the  arbitrary  power  which  this  propo- 
sition apiiears  to  me  to  do,  and  which  I  believe  to 
be  against  the  best  interest  of  the  city. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  want  to  say  just  one 
word.  I  have  the  best  authority  for  saying  that 
this  legislative  enactment  makes  the  'proposed 
Water  Board  an  agent  ot  the  city  to  do  what  the 
city  authorizes  it  to  do,  and  nothing  more.  Let 
tne  gentleman  from  AVard  .5  turn  to  section  3  of 
the  ordinance  and  read  the  clause  which  was  in- 
serted by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances on  the  part  of  this  branch,  as  follows: 

"Subject,  however,  ro  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council,  from  time  to  time,  by  ordinances,  orders 
or  resolutions,  to  instruct  said  board,  and  to 
change  and  limit  its  powers." 

The  gentleman  must  find  that  the  power  of  the 
boaril  is  anything  but  arbitrary.  It  is  subject  en- 
tirely, as  I  'understand  it,  to  the  authority  of  the 
City"(iovernment.  I  will  vote  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  against  any  commission  that  is  ar- 
bitrary.   I  do  not  think  'it  is  our  duty  to  put  the 


entire  control  of  any  dej^artmnnt  out  of  our 
hands.  As  drawn,  thi.s  ordinance  is  very  careful- 
ly guarded,  and  the  power  conferred  Is'anythiiijg 
but  arbitrary.  The  gentleman  instances*  their 
right  to  fix  water  rates.  If  I  recollect  rightly, 
there  is  a  statute  which  authorizes  the  changing 
of  the  rates  at  any  time  when  jt  is  petitioneil  for 
by  one  hundred  citizens.  They  can  come  here 
and  have  the  matter  investigated.  I  cannot  see 
that  the  power  is  arbitrary.  I  did  not  suppose  a 
vote  would  be  reached  tonight,  and  do  not  desire 
to  press  the  matter.  I  should  bj  pleased  to  hear 
it  cliscussed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

]Mr.  Putnam  of  A\  ard  15— It  is  very  clear  from 
the  statements  made  here  this  evening  and  in  the 
debates  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  some  per- 
sons have  a  fundamental  objection  to  tke  new 
AVater  Board  from  the  phraseology  of  the  act. 
This  objection  is  expressed  in  the  opinion  of 
H.  W.  Paine  and  General  Butler.  I  think 
1  am  empowered  to  state,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  that 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  from  the  first 
moment  when  this  act  was  drafted  to  the  time  it 
was  passed,  no  suggestion  was  made  and  no 
thought  entered  the  minds  of  the  committee  that 
any  such  construction,  as  has  now  been  given, 
could  possibly  be  put  upon  this  act.  There  was 
no  intention, 'either  in  the  minds  of  the  committee 
or  assistant  City  Solicitor, — who,  of  course,  is  con- 
sulted in  the  drawing  of  such  acts, — or,  I  am  con- 
vinced, in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  the  Legis- 
latuie,  that  there  was  any  power  given  to  this 
Water  Board  to  act  independently  of  the  city. 
Now  that  in  itself,  if  it  ever  came  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  woulil  be  an  exceedingly 
strong  point,  as  showing  what  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature  in  passing  this  act  was,  as  throw- 
ing liiiht  upon  the  meaning  anil  intention  of  the 
act.  If  the  words  of  the  act  do  bv  a  fail'  construc- 
tion express  this  intention, — and  nobody  can  deny 
that  they  do, — the  Supreme  Court  will' give  them 
that  construction.  No  other  construction  was 
ever  suggested  by  either  the  supporters  or  oppo- 
nents of  the  act,  and  the  Supreme  Court  will  not 
resort  to  a  verbal  quibble  to  give  such  a  forced 
construction  as  is  at  this  late  day  claimed  by  the 
opponents  of  commissions.  I  w'as  present  in  the 
House  when  this  act  was  passed,  and  no  op- 
position was  made  to  it  except  by  the  gentleman 
from  Boston  [Mr.  Hale]  who  made"  an  amendment 
to  the  clause  fixing  the  water  rates,  viz. :  "Subject 
to  the  provision  of  sections  12  and  13  of  chapter 
167  of  the  acts  of  1846"  ;  and  to  section  3  opposition 
was  made  by  Mr.  Dacey,  formerly  of  this  Coun- 
cil, and  by  the  gentleman  from  Wai'd  -5,  to 
the  clause'  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  board. 
That  section  was  debated  for  half  an  hour,  and 
then  the  act  was  passed,  with  no  opposi- 
tion, even  from  the  gentleman  from  AVard 
5,  or  anybody,  to  the  phraseology  which 
It  is  now  contended  gives  the  board  power  to  take 
water  rights  independently  of  the  City  Council. 
This  opinion  was  only  an  afterthought  of  a  mem- 
ber' of  the  other  branch,  who  has  taken  legal 
advice  at  his  own  expense,  and  presented  this 
opinion  to  the  members  of  the  City  Government 
in  the  extraordinary  manner  which  has  been 
most  justly  condemned  this  evening.  I  only  wish 
to  state  that  in  the  mind  of  any  one  haviug  charge 
of  the  act,  no  thought  of  such  a  construction 
was  entertained.  The  only  obvious  and  sensible 
construction  of  the  act  is  that  given  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  that  the  new  board  is  capable  of  being 
made  the  agent  of  the  city  whenever  the  city 
chooses  to  make  it  such.  It  is  very  easy  for  any- 
body with  the  slightest  legal  training  to  see  that 
the  "opinion"  of  General  Butler  and  Mr.  Paine, 
placed  on  our  desks  tonight,  is  ingenious  and 
plausible,  but  in  logic  and  fairness  of  statement 
is  much  weaker  than  the  clear,  sensible  opinion 
of  Mr.  Healy. 

Mr.  Shaw  "of  AVard  5 — I  do  not  think  I  charged 
any  intention.  I  take  the  law  as  I  find  it.  AA'hen 
my"  young  friend  from  the  Highlands  state-  that  it 
is' a"  very  weak  opinion,  let  nim  set  up  his  ipse 
dixit  against  the  opinion  of  General  Butler  and 
Mr.  H.W.  Paine.  AVho  charged  any  such  intention? 
I  only  take  the  law  as  I  find  it'  today  upon  the 
statute  book.  AA'hether  I  or  anybody  else  opposed 
it  or  not,  it  is  the  law  today,  and  what  is  its  enect? 
It  is  the  opinion  of  eminent  men  old  enough  to  be 
the  grandfather  of  the  gentleman,  that  it  is  an  ar- 
bitrary law.  That  is  uo't  the  opinion  of  my  worthy 
young"  friend ;  his  intentions  are  virtuousjl  know"; 
but  when  he  shall  have  stood  up  in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  stated  his  opinion  against  that  of  Gen- 
eral Butler  and  Mr.  Paine,  as  to  this  law.  then   I 
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suppose  General  Butler  and  Blr.  Paine  will  go 
down. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  hope  tliat  this  attempt 
to  influence  our  action  in  this  underhanded  way 
will  meet  with  the  contempt  that  it  deserves.  I 
do  not  care  whether  it  is  the  opinion  of  one  man 
or  a  whole  committee ;  ir  is  no  less  a  case  for  con- 
tempt. Is  it  proper  that  counsel  should  he  invited 
here  to  sjjeak  upon  this  floor?  Have  they  a  right 
to  appear  on  this  floor  to  influence  our  judgment, 
whether  they  appear  m  person  or  in  priiit?  When 
I  .say  it  is  a  proper  case  for  contempt,  I  do  not 
mean  the  legal  opinion,  but  the  attempt  to  influ- 
ence our  action  that  should  be  so  treated.  The 
manner  in  which  the  r[uesTions  are  asked,  and  the 
way  in  which  the  subject  has  been  presented,  are 
sutiicient  to  deprive  the  persons  from  whom 
the  opinion  emanated  of  any  claim  to  a  can- 
did expression  of  his  feelings  and,  it  seems  to 
me,  to  prevent  him  f;om  the  exercise  of  his  judg- 
ment. Now,  the  questions  are  put  in  this  inge- 
nious way:  "First— Has  the  city  option,  through 
its  Council,  as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  act  of  1874, 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  the  Boston  Water 
Board?"  They  say  it  has.  Then  they  go  on  to 
say  that,  if  this  act  is  not  accepted,  can  we 
alter,  reconstruct  and  remodel  the  old  board, 
so  that  it  will  be  perfectlj^  satisfactory  to  us. 
That  question  is  not  very  elaborately  discussed? 
but  they  think  we  can.  Then  they  go  on 
to  say,  supposing  we  do  acce]3t  ihis  act,  will  you 
Dlease  recite  to  the  Common  Council  the  awful 
consequences  which  will  follow.  And  these  gen- 
tlemen, as  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  do,  go  on 
to  say  so  and  so.  VThy  was  not  tlie  fourth  ques- 
tion asked  ?  Why  was  it  not  asked  what  powers 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  havt  now?  I  am 
afraid  I  am  not  sufficiently  conversant  with  this 
subject,  but  I  think  that  those  particular  powers 
exercised  today  are  no  less  dangerous  than  are 
those  which  we  intend  to  give  the  lieM-  board.  The 
whole  question  seems  to  lie  in  a  nutshell :  Shall 
we  have  a  board  of  seven  or  three,  each  board 
having  the  same  power? — I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  powers  are  the  same — shall  we  have  a  boara 
of  competent  persons  paid  to  do  their  dutj', 
obliged  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  it?  or  shall 
we  have  persons  not  paid  and  not  obliged  to  de- 
vote their  whole  time  to  it?  And,  lastly,  shall  we 
have  an  efficient  board  of  three  persons,  or  .'-hall 
we  have  one  of  adverse  elements  and  uncertain 
movements,  composed  of  seven?  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  really  the  whole  question,  and  we  are 
merely  choosing  between  those  two  boards  of 
equal  and  co-ordinate  powers. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  move  that  the  whole 
subject  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  It 
might  seein  strange  that  I  should  make  such  a 
motion,  but  I  do  not  think  we  can  act  upon  it  yet. 
We  have  had  a  great  many  committee?  hunting 
up  information,  and  I  think  we  caiiUot  get 
the  question  decided.  Besides,  it  would  "be 
a  grand  question  for  i^olitics  next  fall. 
There  would  be  two  parties  In  the  field, 
commission  or  no  commission.  Personally  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  commission.  I  have  studied  law  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  my  knowledge  is  not  yet  suffi- 
cient to  reply  to  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
attached  to  this  opinion.  As  I  am  certain  of  a  re- 
election, I  think  if  we  lay  this  matter  over  I  can 
then  come  here  and  add  my  voire  to  the  protests 
against  putting  this  docunient  here  to  influence 
our  action  upon  this  question. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Council  was 
lost. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — There  is  one  reason  why 
I  hoije  this  matter  will  not  be  postponed  this 
evening.  It  has  leeu  under  consideration  in  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  and  in  the  City  Council 
since  last  April,  and  it  is  very  well  known  what 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  has  been.  It 
has  been  of  such  magnitude  that  members  have 
from  time  to  time  asked  when  the  committee  were 
going  to  report, — desiring  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  delay.  It  has  therefore  received  fall  con- 
sideration.' Another  reason  is  that  this  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  last  meeting  but  one  before  the 
rail,  and  I  believe  that  the  object  o2  those 
who  do  not  wish  a  vote  tonight  is  to 
lay  it  over  till  next  Thursday  evening,  and  then 
to  try  and  throw  it  over  till  next  fall,  and  then  to 
let  it  take  its  chances.  Now,  I  would  ask  the 
Council  whether  the  subject  of  controlling  the 
water  supply  and  stopping  the  waste  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  action  in  putting  authority  in 
"the  hands  of  some  parties,  so  that  the  waste  can 
be  controlled.  We  have  debated  the  water 
supply  here  for  months,  anci    init   that   off    till 


next  fall.  The  next  question  in  importance 
is  to  save  what  water  we  have  now,  and 
the  only  way  we  can  do  it  is  to  authorize  the 
Water  Board  to  restrict  that  waste.  If  the 
proposition  to  extend  the  time  had  not  come  from 
the  friends  of  this  ordinance,  I  slnmld  not  have 
a  word  to  say  :i  gainst  it ;  but  when  it  is  brought 
forward  by  those  known  to  be  opposed  to  it,  and 
for  the  reasons  which  they  have  given  tonight,  I 
am  in  favor  of  pressing  it  to  a  vote  tonight. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  may  be  expectet' 
that  the  few  legal  members  of  this  body  should 
state  their  views  of  the  two  legal  opinions  before 
us  tonight.  I  may  state  that  I  accept  with  great 
confidence  the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Healy.  I 
suppose  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  go  into  details, 
but  I  will  sav  that  l"  believe  that  his  is  the  only  inter- 
pretation that  will  make  the  statute  reasona- 
bly intelligible.  The  statute  provides  that  the 
"lioard  may  be  empowered  by  said  City  Council  to 
exercise  all  or  anv  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
statutes  of  the  Oommonwealth  upon  the  city  of 
Boston  with  reference  to  supplyins'  said  city  with 
water,  or  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  'water 
boards;  and  is  also  empowered  to  act  as  the  aaent 
of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or  all  things 
which  tlie  city  is  now  authorized  to  do," 
etc.  The  first  part  of  this  clause  evidently  con- 
templ?,Tes  that  the  City  Council  may"^  give 
the  Board  more  or  less  power,  as  it  may 
think  proper.  Now  the  interpretation  tha't 
Messrs.  Butler  and  Paine  put  upon  this  statute  is, 
that  under  the  latter  portion  of  the  above 
clause  the  board  have  all  the  powers  of  the 
City,  whether  those  powers  are  voted  to  them 
or  not,  and  that  the  first  clause,  authorizing 
the  City  Council  to  give  them  any  portion  of  the 
powers  spoken  of ,  is  entirely  nugatory  and  with- 
out effect,  because  under  the  words  immediately 
following,  whether  the  City  Council  gives  them 
anything  or  nothing,  they  have  all  the  powers  that 
the  city  of  Boston  now  has.  It  seems  to 
me  that  such  an  interpretation  of  the  statute 
is  unreasonable  and  absurd,  and  not  such  as  the 
Supreme  Court  would  put  upon  it.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  latter  portion  of  this  clause  would  be 
more  properly  and  clearly  expressed  if  it  had 
been  "and  is  "also  made  capable  of  acting."  etc. 
It  was  thought  that  it  might  be  deemed  desirable 
to  make  this  board  capable  of  acting  as  the  agent 
of  the  city  of  Boston  in  any  of  the  matters  referred 
to,  and  therefore  that  clause  was  put  in.  The  whole 
idea  <>f  an  agent  is  that  he  is  subject  to  the  orders 
of  his  princinal ;  subject  to  be  directed  to  do  or 
not  to  do  certain  things.  An  agent  is 
not  independent  of,  but  subject  to  the  orders 
of  his  principal,  and  must  do  or  leave 
undone  as  his  princiiial  directs.  And  that  consid- 
eration is  so  strong  that  Messrs.  Butler  and  Paine, 
in  their  opinion,  say  substantially— that  they  whol- 
ly disregard  the  word  "agent"  iii  the  statute,  but 
it  seems  to  me  they  were'not  justified  in  overlook- 
ing that  word.  At  any  rate,  we  have  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor— the  authorized  officer  to 
give  an  opinion  to  the  City  Council;  the  officer, 
in  accordance  with  whose  opinion  we  should  act, 
— that  the  Board  can  exercise  only  such  powers  as 
we  may  give  it ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  may  be 
confident  that  if  this  Water  Board  is  appointed,  it 
would  never  dare  or  attempt  to  exercise  powers 
which  the  City  Solicitor,  the  authorized  expositor  of 
the  laws  for  t'he  city  of  Boston,  had  declared  they 
had  no  authority  to  exercise.  There  was  one  re'- 
mark  made  tonight  which  rather  complicated  my 
arithmetic.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  very  objec- 
tionable to  have  a  commission  composed  of 
three  men,  because  one  man  will  control 
it;  that  one  man  always  controls  three.  I  hope  we 
shall  havp  some  explanation  of  that.  When  one 
gentleman  votes  one  way  and  two  others  vote  the 
other  way,  how  is  the  "board  controlled  by  one? 
The  love  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  for  figures 
is  well  known,  and  it  is  also  well  known  that  the 
reason  why  he  loves  them  is  because  they  do 
not  lie,  and' I  hope  his  love  for  them  wMl  enable 
him  to  explain  how  one  is    a   majority  of  three. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  believe  that  fig- 
ures lie,  acd  if  the  gentleman  cannot  see  why  one 
makes  a  majority  in  a  board  of  three  he  does  not 
understand  the  rule  of  three.  Any  fool  may 
know  that  one  man  may  make  a  uiajoriiy  in  a 
board  ol  three.  It  does  not  take  any  astute  law- 
yer to  make  that  out.  One  man  can  join  with 
another  and  make  thr.t  majority.  I  am 
astonished  that  my  ,  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  6,  who  has  figured  so  long  at  law 
and  logic  in  Court  streetT  should  be  nonplussed  at 
that.    It  is  done  over  and  over  again,  here  in  the 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


City  Hall.  AVho  controls  iu  all  the  coiiiuiittees  of 
three  of  the  liuanl  of  Aldenneii?  i  talk  plain 
Anjilo-Saxou.  L)oe.s  not  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee rule?  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact?  Cannot 
he,  at  any  moment,  jiiin  with  his  left  or  right 
hand  man?  ami  has  he  not  the  controlling-  pouer? 
I  do  not  think  that  needs  any  argument.  It  does 
not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  an  argument  to  answer 
that  iiiiestion.  It  is  common  every-day  pr:;ctice 
about  this  C  ity  (iovernment. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  see  that  the  majority  of 
the  legal  members  of  this  Council  present  are  de- 
sirous of  pressing  this  matter  to  a  vote.  Xow, 
there  ,"re  several  legal  meudiers  who  are  ab.senl; 
two  of  them  are  memljers  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  as  one  has  asked  that  this  mat- 
ter be  i)o>tpoued,  I  think  it  is  no  more  than  right 
that  it  ^houl^l  be  done.  The  gentlemen  from 
Wards  12  [Mr.  D^^an]  and  14  [Mr.  Boardr.ian]  are 
absent,  and  their  oi)iuions  are  entitled  to  as  much 
weight  as  that  of  any  one  who  has  spoken  to- 
night. I  therefore  renew  the  motion  to  further 
postpone  this  subject,  ami  ^pecia!ly  assign  it  for 
next  Thursday  night  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  the  Superintendents  of  the  several  Charle>town 
bridges,  etc.    Ordinance  pas^ed,  in  coucnrreuce. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FROM   CITY   OFFICERS. 

Fire  Commisnioiiers.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  June — Total  number  of  fires,  35;  alarms,  38; 
number  of  fires  confined  to  one  building-,  3.5;  ex- 
tended to  other  buildings,  0;  estimated  loss  of 
buildings,  84205;  estimated  loss  on  stock,  $7660; 
fiill  insurance  on  buildings,  .*35,200;  full  insurance 
on  stock,  .■i;7200;  buildings  slightly  damaged  by 
fire,  33;  do.  considerably  damaged,  2;  do.  de- 
stroyed, 0.    The  report  \vas  sent  up. 

Street  Commtssion'-rs.  Communication  trans- 
mitting resolve  and  order  was  received  for  the 
widening  of  Washington  street,  o)3})osite  Vernon 
street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  .$15,188.51,  by 
taking  land  as  follows : 

Square  feet    Price  per    Total  amount 
land  taken.        foot.         of  damages. 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Moses..      .5.30  $i.nO  §4.3S,5.nO 

Graham  Hall 487  .5.-50  •5,9<il.50 

Mrs.  Sarah  Scott. .      5-28  4.00  4.S12.00 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  resolve 
and  order  were  referred  to  the  .JointCommittee 
on  Streets. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  W^ard  15— Petition  of  William 
Clark  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  building  for  a 
coal  shed  on  Boylston  st  eat.  Ward  17.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

REPORTS   OF  COiJIMITTEES   SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  upon  the  difference  1  etween 
the  two  branches  in  relation  to  the  rate  of  inierest 
which  shall  be  charged  on  unpaid  taxes  after  the 
first  of  January  next — Report  that  they  have  met, 
and  conferred  with  the  committee  of  the  other 
branch,  and  have  agreed  to  recommend  that  the 
interest  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per 
annum.  The  committee  have  agreed  to  this  com- 
promise for  the  purpose  of  securing  harmony  be- 
tween the  two  branches,  and  not  because  they  be- 
lieve that  the  rate  which  this  branehhas  repeated- 
ly voted  for  was  too  low.  If  no  action  is  taken  by 
the  City  Council  the  rate  will  remain  at  six  per 
cent.,  and  as  this  branch  will  probably  soon  ad- 
journ for  the  summer  season,  and  as  "it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  rate  should  be  fixed  before  the  tax 
bills  can  be  printed,  the  interests  of  the  city  might 
suffer  if  no  agreement  was  reached. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Shaw  of  Ward  5  the  Council  voted  to  recede  from 
its  former  action  and  the  rate  war,  fixed  at  ten  in- 
stead of  nine  'per  cent.,  as  i  reviou?ly  voted. 

By  Ml-.  Loriug  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  transmitting  plans  for  a  new 
home  for  the  poor  and  a  home  for  neglected 
children  on  the  land  recently  purchased  by  the 
city  for  that  jjurpose — Report  that  the  committee 
met  immetliately  on  receiving  the  papers  and 
plans  from  the 'City  Council,  but,  for  want  of 
specifications,  no  proper  understanding  of  the 
proposed  strtictures  could  be  gained,  ami  a  letter 
was  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic    Institutions,    requesting     them    to    furnish 


specifications  covering  the  kinds  and  (jualities 
of  materials  to  be  used,  and  the  stvle  of 
finish  adopted.  They  complied  with  the  re- 
quest as  soon  a.s  the  specifications  could  be 
made  up  by  the  architect.  These  data  showed 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  could  be,  and  ought  to 
be,  saved  by  dispensing  with  things  not  needed 
for  use  and  wholly  unnecessai-y  as  ornament,  and 
that  much  remained  to  be  done  in  order  to  carry 
out  in  an  economical  manner  the  general  plan 
submitted  for  a  mo  lern  almshouse  for  men,  wom- 
en and  children.  Xo  provision  had  been  made  tor 
utilizing  the  attic  story  of  the  male  and  female 
v.ings,  and  when  we  consider  that  in  neaily  all  of 
the  private  residei.ces  iu  our  city  this  story 'is  used 
for  jleeping  rooms  it  seems  absurd  to  "think  of 
dispensing  with  the  use  of  so  much  valuable 
room.  These  stories  add  18,735  superficial  feet  to 
the  space  heretofore  proposed  to  be  used  for  the 
occupants ;  therefore  the  committee  thought  of 
reducing  the  size  of  the  female  wing  which,  as 
now  planned,  including  the  attic  story,  -nill  ac- 
commodate 380  persons. 

The  committee  had  an  interview  with  the  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions,  or  rather  a  committee 
of  their  number,  and  discussed  the  feasibility  of 
dispensing  with  some  portion  of  the  proposed 
buildings  and  reducing  the  cost  of  the  structure 
After  a  full  and  free  discussion  it  was  by  general 
consent  left  to  Mr.  Bradlee  (the  architect)  to  de- 
cide whether,  oy  using  the  attic  half,  the  female 
wing  could  be  arranged  to  accommodate  all  the 
women.  He  decided  that  it  could  be  so  arranged; 
but  on  further  consideration,  the  committee  de- 
cided that  the  greatest  saving,  and  best  arrange- 
ment, would  be  made  by  deferiing  the  erection  of 
the  building  for  neglected  children  and  erecting 
the  whole  of  the  female  wing,  and  using  a  portion 
of  this  for  the  children. 

This  plan  met  the  approval  of  the  architect  at 
once,  and  he  stated  that  it  could  be  carried  out 
with  but  very  few  alterations.  A  further  saving 
of  more  than  S50,000  will  be  made  by  dispensing 
with  the  fire-proof  floor,  most  of  the  marble  man- 
tles, a  portion  of  the  hammered  granite,  and  by 
making  other  slight  mollifications  agreed  upon 
with  the  architect, — all  of  this  without  injury  to 
the  architectural  appearance  of  the  building. 'The 
buildings  are  well  planned  for  the  care,  comfort 
and  proper  classification  of  the  inmates;  ana  pro- 
vision has  been  made  so  that  ar/ed  men  and  their 
wives  will  not  necessai-ily  have  to  be  separated, 
as  they  have  been  heretofore,  for  want  of  suitable 
rooms',  much  to  the  regret  of  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  and  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
who  have  called  public  attention  to  the  subject  in 
their  annual  reports. 

As  this  plan  will  reduce  the  estimated  cost  from 
8551,000  to  8380,000,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish 
equal  accommodauon  for  the  poor  for  at  least 
twelve  years  (allowing  for  the  annual  increase), 
and  also  for  a  class  not  heretofore  accommodated, 
the  committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect  a 
building  to  be  known  as  the  Home  for  the  Poor, 
on  the  Austin  Farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17,  recent- 
ly purchased  for  that  purpose  by  the  city,  the 
jilans  for  said  building  to  be  approved  by  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Institutions ; 
Init  no  expenditure  shall  be  made  and  no  contract 
entered  into  by  said  Board  of  Directors  until  pro- 
posals shall  have  bean  made  by  responsible  par- 
ties to  construct  the  whole  of '  said  building  in 
accordance  with  plans  approved  by  the  said  com- 
mittee, for  a  sum  not  exceeding  8385,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Finance  be  requested  to  report  ari"  order  provid- 
ing the  means,  by  transfer  or  otherwise,  for  the 
erection  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin 
Farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17. 

The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  erect  a 
grammar  schoolhouse  on  land  owned  by  the  city, 
situated  on  Prospect  street  at  the  corner  of  Edge- 
worth  street,  Charlestown,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars ;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  grammar  schoolhouse,  Wmthrop  District, 
Charlestown. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
ditt. and  the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  who  were  ordered  to 
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make  such  repairs  as  may  be  designated  by  die 
Committee  on  Armories"  on  the  armory  builiiiiig 
owned  by  the  city  on  Maverick  street, "East  Bos- 
ton— Report  that  "the  repairs  were  in  progress  and 
well  toward  completion  when  a  fire  took  place  on 
the  night  of  July  4,  destroying  a  large  amount  of 
the  work  on  the  building.  'Since  the  tire  the  com- 
mittee have  had  an  examination  made  of  the 
structure  by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  who  pro- 
nounces the  piling  and  underpinning  requiring  re- 
newal. To  repair  the  damage  caused  by  the  fire 
and  make  such  other  repairs  as  are  necessary 
it  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  S2000  wil'l 
be  required.  Tlie  committee  also  favor  the 
idea  of  providing  accommodation  in  this  building 
for  ward  room  purposes  for  Ward  1,  the  present 
wardroom  being  occupied  by  the  IMuiiicipal 
Court,  East  Boston  District.  They  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  repair  the  damage  caused 
by  fire  to  the  Armory  building  on  Maverick  street. 
East  Boston;  also  to  make  siich  other  repairs  as 
may  be  required,  and  furnish  accommodations  in 
said  building  for  wardroom  purposes  for  Ward  1, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  S2000 ;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  the  rule  \\as  sus- 
pended, and  the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed 
—yeas  46,  nays  0. 

By  Mr.  Wairen  of  AVard  12.  for  the  Committee 
on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Re- 
port and  order  authorizing  permir  to  erect  wooden 
building  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions  bv  S.  W. 
FuUer  &  Co.,  on  Greenleaf's  wharf,  Ward  22.  The 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  to  provide 
$115,000  for  the  payment  of  the  •'Beach-street  Pres- 
byterian Church,"  surrendered  to  the  cit>-  in  con- 
sequence of  the  widening  of  Beach  street — re- 
port that  of  the  aforesaid  sum  there  will  o;  ly  be 
needed  an  amount  in  addition  to  thac  "pro- 
vided for  in  the  loan  already  passed  to  pay  the 
cost  of  taking  land  from  the  Beach-street  Presl)y- 
terian  Church,  of  §57,000;  and  tbev  accordingly  re- 
port an  order  for  borrowing  said  liini,  to  be  added 
to  the  loan  for  widening  Beach  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  "the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  857.000,  and 
that  said  sum  be  added  to  the  amount  heretofore 
borrowed  as  the  "Street  Improvement  Loan.  Beach 
street." 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

W•IDENI^"G  OF  SHAWMUT  AVE>-rE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7,  the  resolve 
and  order  for  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue  be- 
tween Dudley  and  Guild  streets  (City  Doc.  No.  37) 
were  taken  from  the  table.  The  question  was  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — As  I  moved  to  lay  this 
order  upon  the  table,  several  weeks  since)  it  is 
proper  that  I  should  state  my  reasons  for  dsing 
so.  It  was  from  no  motive  of  causing  delay 
or  dissenting  from  the  general  action  of  the 
Street  Commissioners.  They  are  a  very  able  and 
efficient  board,  and  almost  all  of  their  projects 
for  widening  or  improving  our  streets  are  "iudi- 
cious,  and  1  should  heartily  coincide  with  them. 
But  in  this  case  I  see  no  special  demau:l  for 
the  widening  of  the  street  at  this  point. 
It  is  already  quite  a  broad  street;  it  is  used 
for  purposes  of  dwellings  and  not  for  busi- 
r.ess  at  this  point,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  sus- 
pecting that  it  will  be  used  for  business  for 
some  time  to  come.  Therefore,  I  see  no  reason 
for  going  to  this  ^reat  expense  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  making  a  widening  which  is  un- 
called for,  and  which  does  a  great  deal  to  destroy 
the  beauty  of  that  part  of  the  street  by  cutting 
down  a  number  of  fine  trees  \vhich  add  g'reatly  to 
the  attractions  of  that  locality.  The  street  varies 
from  forty-five  feet  to  fifty  feet  in  width,  •'iid 
they  propose  to  make  it  sixty  feet.  I  think  this 
cutting  and  slashing  of  our  streets  is  likely  to  be 
carried  too  far  in  the  zeal  which  the  commission- 
ers show.  I  think  the  Street  Commissioners  are 
likely  to  look  too  far  ahead.  In  this  case  the 
WKlening,  if  it  were  ever  necessary,  might  be 
postponed  several  years,  and  the  interest  on  the 
money  saved.  We  could  widen  this  street  ten 
yearshence,  wlipu  it  is  needed,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  increase  of  expenditure  would  not 
qual  the  inter  est  or.  the  money  which  we 
should  now  expend,  and  meantime  we  can 
preserve  the  beauty  of  the  street.  In  a 
great    many    places     in    Dorchester     and    Rox- 


bury  there  have  been  cases  where  the  Street 
Commissioners,  in  their  desire  to  make  broad, 
open  thoroughfares,  have  done  irreparable  injury; 
they  have  made  broad  highv.'ays,  but  certainly 
verv  disagreeable  ones  in  hot  weather.  This  order 
contemplates  a  widening  of  sixteen  feet  on  the 
westerlj-  side  and  cuts  down  a  number  of  fine 
trees,  aiid  I  hope  the  Street  Committee  wili  give 
us  a  good  reason  for  it.  As  we  cannot  amend  this 
order,  it  coming  from  the  Street  Commis.^ioners,  1 
hope  we  shall  reject  it. 

Mr.  Wood\\ard  of  Ward  13— Living  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  this  proposed  improvement.  I  have  taken 
occasion  to  inform  myself  in  regard  to  the  trees  in 
the  preservation  of  "which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  is  so  interested.  On  Mr.  Dunbar's  little 
triangular  lot  of  seventy-nine  feet  there  are  no  trees. 
On  the  parcel  taken  from  Mr.  Bradford  there  are 
two  little  elms  which  will  be  destroyed,  but  four 
fine  trees  are  left  in  the  yard,  which  will  come  near 
to  the  line  of  the  street.  On  Mr.  Guild's  place  no 
trees  will  be  destroyed.  So  far  as  the  trees  now 
standing  in  the  street  are  concerned  the  one  near- 
est the  corner  of  Cliff  street  is  quite  dead:  the 
next  two.  both  of  which  are  maples,  are  in  a  dy- 
ing conditi,on,  unsightly  and  worthless;  the 
fourth,  standing  near  to  the  private  way,  is  a  ma- 
ple, and  the  toi)  of  it  is  dead.  The  fifth'is  a  no'de 
elm,  standing  in  front  of  Mr.  Guild's,  and  to  de- 
stroy it  would  be  a  sin,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  can  be  saved.  The  sixth  and  seventh  trees  are 
elms,  standing  in  front  of  the  Guild  estate  ;  one  is 
h\  a  dying  condition,  and  the  otliu'  is  not  thrifty. 
One  magnificent  tree  in  3Ii.  Guild's  grounds  will, 
by  the  widening,  be  brought  into  prominence,  and 
this  tree  is  '\orth  aU  the  rest.  In  my  love  and  admi- 
ration for  trees  I  am  almost  a  fanatic.  For  years 
I  have  wished  to  build  a  house  on  a  spot  occupied 
by  a  beautiful  English  elm;  but  I  have  never  had 
the  heart  to  order  the  destruction  of  the  tree.  I 
think  I  never  shall.  But  while  an  iiuhvidual  may 
sacrifice  utility  to  sentiment,  it  will  hardly  do  to 
let  even  our  "love  for  the  beautiful  stand  in  the 
wav  of  a  great  public  improvement.  That  this 
widening  is  an  improvement,  and  not  an  improve- 
ment merely,  but  an  al)soiute  necessity,  I  think 
no  one  wiH'  deny.  Sha\\"mut  avenue,  or  rather 
Washington  street,  at  this  particular  place,  where 
there  is  quite  a  sharp  curve,  narrows  down  from 
nearly  eighty  feet  near  Bartlett  street  to  a  little 
more'than  forty-three  feet.  The  matter  is  made 
worse  by  the  number  of  railroad  tracks  at  that 
spot,  one  of  them  so  near  the  curbstone  that  a 
narrow  carriage  has  only  room  to  pass,  and 
the  street  is  positively  in  a  dangerous  con- 
dition between  the  railroad  track  and  the 
stoue  hitching  post  set  in  the  sidewalk 
The  other  day  I  was  driving  past  there  with  a 
friend,  and  "he  ventured  the  remark,  without 
knowing  anvthing  of  this  order,  that  here  is  the 
spot  wheie  fehawmut  avf  nue  ought  to  be  widened. 
The  street  is  positively  dangerous  on  account  of 
the  hitchins  post.  I  feel  ve"iy  positive  that  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  were"  as  familiar  with  the 
spot  as  I  am,  this  widening  would  be  approved  of 
without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  heartily  accept  what 
the  gentleman  says  of  some  of  the  trees,  but  I 
think  he  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  one  in  front 
of  Mr.  Guild's.  That  is  a  very  fine  elm.  That 
tree  must  go.  There  are  foiir  or  five  elm~. 
besides  that  one,  in  front  of  Mr.  Guild's,  all 
of  which  are  in  very  good  condition.  At  an- 
other part  of  the  widening,  opposite  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Stable,  eight  elms  must  be 
taken  away,  and  most  of  them  are  in  veiy  good 
condition.  I  would  not  set  up  a  sentiment  tor 
trees  again«t  a  business  improvement.  If  I 
were  satisfied  that  this  is  a  great  busi- 
ness improvement  I  should  witlidra\\  all  op.iosi- 
tion.  B''t  I  think  that,  under  the  name  of  im- 
provement, we  are  apt  to  commit  a  great  many 
acts  \\liich  are  not  improvements  in  any  sense  of 
the  word.  In  this  case,  if  the  street"  is  to  be 
widened  at  all.  it  can  be  done  on  the  other  side 
just  as  well  without  cutting  down  any  of  the 
trees,  except  one  or  two  which  are  tlead".  To  be 
sure,  that  would  not  make  the  street  quite 
as  straight  as  the  present  i)lan  would;  it 
would  have  a  slight  bend,  but  I  do  not  thiidi  that 
any  detriment  to  the  beauty  of  a  street.  We 
ought  not  to  try  to  make  Boston  a  city  of  straight 
streets  and  right  angles;  it  cannot  lie  done,  and 
any  attempt  to  do  it  will  result  in  mere  mutilation 
of  "our  suburban  districts.  I  have  failed  to  learn, 
in  making  iiKjuiries,  that  there  is  any  real  demand 
for  niis  widening.  Several  abuttois  have  men- 
tioned the  matter  to    me.    and    said  they    hoped 
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the  objection  wouM  j)revail.  They  do  not 
recoKuize  any  necessity  for  the  '  wideninj;-, 
and,  >i}  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  rea- 
son, except  tlie  |iro))aljility  that  a  double 
track  will  l)e  laid  there  as  soon  as  the  Metropoli- 
tan Kailroad  stable  is  built  there.  When  that 
time  comes  there  may  be  a  demand  for  it,  but 
there  is  none  now.  "l  think  the  gentleman  must 
be  mi-^takeu  in  regard  to  the  danger  from  the 
hitchina;  jjo-^t. 

3Ir.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  is 
perfectly  correct  in  reference  to  the  tine  tree 
standing  on  the  sidewalk,  but  omits  to  mention 
that  it  stands  on  the  inner  edge,  jutting  out  from 
the  estate,  and  very  much  in  the  way  of  passers 
by.  In  referenc(;  to  the  facts  stated",  I  believe  I 
ain  perfectly  correct,  as  I  made  my  notes  in  com- 
pany with  ii  friend,  and  referred  the  matter  to 
him.  1  think  that  on  the  whole  linn  of  the  widen- 
ing, there  is  one  tree  that  oughL  to  come  down,  even 
if  the  widening  does  not  take  place.  I  have  noticed 
in  driving  by  there,  that  it  was  necessary  to  slack 
up  because  the  distance  between  the  track  and  the 
curbstone  is  so  small  that  there  is  positive  danger 
in  passing. 

Mr.  Fly  jn  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  fro  m 
Ward  1.5  does  not  object  to  the  widening  of  the 
street— only  to  the  side  on  which  it  is  to  be  done. 
I  suppose  it  depends  on  whose  ox  is  gored,  and 
the  gentleman  may  be  interested  there.  I  can 
conflrin  the  remarks  of  the  fientleiian  from  Ward 
1.3  that  it  is  imiiossibie  to  drive  a  carriage  rapidly 
between  the  railroad  track  and  the  curbstone 
withoiit  positive  danger.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1.5  saw  fit,  a  few  evenings  since,  to  attack 
the  Committee  on  Streets  by  stating  that  they 
were  much  given  to  laying  out  streets  Ijy  plans  of 
the  Commissioners,  rather  than  by  the  "lay  of  the 
land.  I  desire  to  inform  him  that  "that  is  "not  the 
policy  of  the  committee.  They  are  very  careful  to 
study  the  lay  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the"  plans. 

Ml'.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— My  remark  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  committee  w  as  made  on  the  strength 
of  a  statement  by  one  member  of  that  committee, 
who  said  that  was  the  practice.  I  meant  no  re- 
flection upon  the  commitcee.  I  only  meant  that 
they  might  be  liable  to  do  this  w'lthout  know- 
ing how  the  street  lay  there.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  remarked  that  I  might  have  an 
interest  there.  There  is  no  truth  whatever 
in  that.  I  only  spoke  from  my  point  of  view  as  to 
the  beauty  of  "the  street.  I  had  not  seen  an  indi- 
vidual about  it  until  after  I  made  the  objection; 
since  then  several  gentlemen  have  expressed  the 
wish  that  the  widening  could  be  stopped.  I  men- 
tioned the  other  side  of  the  street  purely  because 
it  would  save  the  trees.  I  al^o  thought  that  as 
Shawmut  avenue  will  probably  be  extended 
behind  the  Universalist  church  to  the  point  of 
which  we  are  now  speaking,  that  will  obviate 
a  great  deal  of  the  travel  there,  and  do 
away  with  the  necessity  for  a  sixty-feet  street.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  unnecessary  to  have  both,  and 
therefore  I  oppose  the  widening  until  it  is  deter- 
mined whether  or  not  Shawmut  avenue  should  be 
cut  through  behind  the  Universalist  church.  My 
opinion  has  been  greatly  strengthened  by  talking 
vnth  others.  Our  street  widenings  have'  cost  the 
great  sum  of  six  and  a  half  million  dollars,  this 
year.  Of  course  the  great  bulk  of  that  has  been 
caused  by  the  wiiiening  of  streets  in  the  burnt 
district,  'and  therefore,  I  think  these  outside 
^videnings,  and  cutting  off  of  street  angles  in  the 
outlying  districts,  may  well  wait  until  the  great 
expenditure  in  the  burnt  district  is  completed. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  AVard  17—1  think  the  Committee 
on  Streets  gave  this  subject  all  the  attention  de- 
manded. They  considered  it  a  long  time,  exam- 
nied  the  plans  of  the  commissioners  and  the  lay 
of  the  land,  and  it  seemed^  to  be  a  public  neces- 
sity. Shawmut  avenue  fiiere  being  a  part  of 
Washington  stree't,  it  seems^^^^^ne  that  it  should 
l)e  continued  in  as  direet  a  line  as  jjossible.  As  to 
the  plan  of  the  gentleman  for  widening  on  the 
other  side,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  that.  So 
far  as  my  exiJerience  with  the  Street  Com- 
missioners has  gone  the  present  year,  I 
shr)uld  say  that  they  had  been  ex'tremely 
prudent.  They  have  acted  carefully  anil 
w'isely,  and  carried  nothing  forward  except  after 
a  i)ersonal  insi)ectiou  and  consulting  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  all  matters 
referred  to  them.  At  this  particular  point  the 
street  is  not  in  so  good  condition  as  any  other 
portion  of  the  thorouglif are.  The  trees  shade  the 
street,  water  collects,  and  the  roadway  is  muddy 
and  travelling  through  it  is  very  much  impeded'. 
It  IS  a  very  uncomfortable  portion  of  the  street 


to  drive  through.  I  tnist  that  with  the  consider- 
ation that  has  already  been  given  to  the  subject, 
the  Council  will  see"  tit  to  pass  the  resolve  ana 
order. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  17  has  sail  it  is  necessary  to' make  the  street 
straight.  The  curve  in  a  very  slight  one,  and  we 
have  lived  with  it  there  a  great  many  j'ears.  If 
the  city  is  going  to  straighten  every  street  in  the 
towns  receptly  annexed,  it  is  pretty  certain  that 
the  public  money  is  well  laid  oiit  in  advance. 
It  is  no  use  to  try  to  cut  off  every  street 
and  make  every  "angle  a  right  angle.  I 
think  that  w-ould  be  bad  policy.  In  this  case  the 
curve  is  very  slight  and  would  not  be  increased  by 
the  widening  I  suggested  on  the  other  side,  which 
would  save  the  trees.  Or,  I  would  suggest  that  it 
be  widened  a  little  on  either  side,  which  would 
also  save  the  trees. 

Mr.  AVillcutt  of  Ward  17 — The  plans  propose  a 
widening  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Putnam— Not  at  this  point,  but  it  proposes 
to  take  away  seventeen  feet.  If  it  were  widened 
a  little  oil  each  side  the  trees  might  be  saved. 

Mr.  AV'oodward  of  Ward  13  —  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  suggests  that  this  improvement 
can  be  made  ten  years  from  now  at  a  small  ex- 
pense, and  that  the  interest  on  the  money  can  be 
saved.  I  differ  from  him.  For  rnstance,  here  is 
a  single  block  of  buildings  on  the  other  side,  the 
damages  on  which  will  cost  more  than  the  widen- 
ing, \vliich  is  now  on  vacant  land.  On  the  other 
side  is  the  Metropolitan  stable,  one  of  the  largest 
structures  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  This  is  a 
great  thoioughfare — one  of  the  great 'streets  lead- 
ing through  the  city,  ^"o  one  familiar  with  the 
locality  can  possibly  deny  the  necessity  of  the 
widening. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in 
concurrence. 

THE     LAWRENCE     DISTRICT     SCHOOLHOUSE     SITE. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  was  passed  the 
order  to  purchase  the  lot  of  J.  F.  Marston  for  a 
schoolhouse  site  in  the  Lawrence  District,  South 
Boston. 

Mr.  Flynu  of  W&rd  7  hoped  some  reasons  would 
be  given. 

Mr.  Martin — I  think,  all  things  considered,  that 
we  can  procure  a  better  location  at  a  less  price 
than  the  site  agreed  ujion  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — 1  wish  the  mem- 
beis  of  the  Common  Council  could  see  that 
site.  I  do  not  think  a  worse  place  could 
have  been  selected.  I  do  not  think  the 
committee  gave  that  consideration  to  the 
subject  it  deserved.  Since  that  time  another  lot 
has  been  placed  in  the  market,  bounded  by  three 
streets,  in  one  of  the  best  localities,  at  "a  very 
low  price,  and  within  130  or  200  leet  of 
the  one  selected,  which  is  bounded  on  all 
sides  by  the  worst  kind  of  shanties  and 
has  on  it  an  old  building  which  it  is  pro- 
po-^ed  to  run  back,  and  when  that  is  done  it 
will  be  twenty  feet  from  the  schoolhouse,  and 
there  will  be  "a  blacksmith  shop  on  one  side  of  the 
schoolhouse  and  a  junk  shop  on  the  other.  Some 
of  the  committee  seem  willing  to  go  back  and 
look  at  this  lot. 

Mr.  AVest  said  the  subject  had  been  fully  con- 
sidered, but  he  had  no  objection  to  a  reconsidera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  they  had  been  trying 
to  get  a  schoolhouse  in  that  district  for  some  time, 
and  had  just  succeeded  in  procuring  a  site,  which 
was  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  the  Scliool  Committee.  He  could  not  see 
why  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  objected  to  the 
site  chosen. 

3Ir.  Kent  raised  the  point  that  a  quorum  was 
not  present,  and  the  Chair  ordered  the  roll  to  be 
called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present—  Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Butler, 
Crocker,  Crowley,  Cvishman,  Davis,  Day,  Denny, 
Flatley,  Flvmi,"  Hine,  Jennings,  Kent,  Loring, 
Martin,  McCarty,  Minot,  Peabody,  Pease,  Put- 
nam, Shaw,  Shepard,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sweetser, 
Thacher,  Walbridge,  Warren,  West,  Weston, 
Whiston,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woodward— 36. 

Absent — Jlessrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bearce,  Bent,  Bleiler,  Boardmau,BracketD,  Brown, 
Cawley,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacev,  Dean,  Fuller, 
Goldtliwait,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Hiinne- 
well.  Kimball,  Leach,  Long,  Moley,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Perkins.  Powers,  Pray,  Rus- 
sell, Sprag'ue,  Sweat,  Train.  AVilbur,  Woods— 38. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  the  President  de- 
clared the  Council  adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    13,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldeimau  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMIXATIOXS    CONFIRMED. 

Weighers  of  Coal — James  T.  Dalrymple,  Morton 
Alden. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Hay — Morton   Alden. 

Special  Police  Officers— Peter "V.  Lady,  at  Shep- 
ard,  Norwell  &  Co.'s;  Edward  C.  Mitchell,  Chester 
square  ;  Albeit  AV.  Cunningham,  56  Federal-street 
wharves  and  vicinity ;  John  Stanton,  West  Kox- 
bury;  John  Magiath,  Northampton-street  district. 

OKDERS   OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  petitions  of  Bartlett  & 
Horsford  for  leave  to  use  steam  engine  at  corner 
of  Washington  and  Boylston  streets,  and  Calvin 
C.  Kimball,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  at  19 
Spring  lane,  were  severally  considered,  and  there 
being  no  objection  offered',  the  petitions  were  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engires  and 
Boilers. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewer  in  Ailston  Sireet,  between 
Bowdoin  and  Bulflnch  streets,  was  considered, 
and  there  being  no  objection  offered,  it  was  re- 
committed to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  the  petitions  of  E.  W. 
Capen  and  Aaron  D.  Capen,  that  the  Board  assess 
damages  to  the  estates  of  said  petitioners  in  Ward 
16,  caused  by  the  location  of  the  tracks  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  over  a  portion  of  their  lands, 
came  up  by  special  assignment.  Alderman  Steb- 
bins  said  that  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  pe- 
titioners to  establish  their  rights  in  another  tribu- 
nal, it  had  been  agreed  that  nomical  damages 
should  be  assessed  by  the  Board,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose he  submitted  orders  severally  assessing  the 
damages  to  said  petitioners  at  one  dollar  each 
The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

METROPOLITAN      RAILROAD     IN     WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

A  hearing  "-as  given,  pursuant  to  an  order  of 
notice,  on  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  for  location  of  a  second  track  in 
Washington  street,  between  Essex  street  and 
Temple  place. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  a  remonstrance 
against  the  granting  of  the  petition,  signed  by 
Bigelow,  Kennard  &  Co.,  Williams  &  Everett, 
Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co., 
Haller,  Davis  &  Co.,  John  J.  Stevens,  Gale,  Smith 
&  Co.,  E.  E.  Clark,  trustee,  Josiah  Hobart  c*t  Co., 
Barnabee  &  Finch,  John  H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co., 
Isaac  Fenno  &  Co.,  and  others,  comprising  nearly 
all  the  business  men  and  property  owners  on  the 
line  of  the  proposed  extension.  The  remon- 
strance says — 

The  undersigned  citizens,  property  owners,  tax- 
payers and  abutters,  respectfully  but  earnestly 
P''otest  against  the  location  of  an  additional  car 
track  to  be  laid  in  Washington  street,  from  Essex 
street  to  Temple  place,  as  applied  for  by  the  3Iet- 
ropolitan  Railroad  Company,  under  date  June  12, 
current.  The  insufiBcient  width  of  this  section  of 
said  street  renders  the  one  track  now  laid  a  seri- 
ous inconvenience,  and  a  second  track  would  be 
extremely  detrimental  to  the  business  interests  of 
this  portion  of  the  city. 

Mr.  M.  P.  Kennard,  of  the  iirm  of  Bigelow,  Ken- 
nard &  Co.,  appeared  for  the  remonstrants,  and 
said  a  committee  of  the  business  men  on  that 
street  were  present.  Thp  first  objection  was  that 
the  street  is  but  thirty-one  feet  wide  between  the 
curbstones;  the  ca'S  are  now  choking  up  that  sec- 
tion ;  there  are  continual  stoppages  and  interfer- 
ence with  business.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
travel  from  the  cross  streets  and  the  burnt  dis- 
trict toward  the  Providence  Depot  and  t'aat  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  makes  an  additional  objection. 
Two  tracks  will  leave  only  about  seven  feet 
on  each  side  for  teams,  omnibuses  and  hacks, 
and  the  trade  there  is  of  such  a  class  that 
causes  hacks  and  carriages  to  stand  in  front 
of  their  stores,  and  any  interruption  of  that 
would    be    a    serious    detiiment.      The    petition 


comes  at  a  season  when  the  public  is  least 
inconvenienced;  at  the  u.sual  business  sea- 
son there  would  be  more  objections.  The 
remonsxrance  represents  nearly  all  the  property 
owners  and  business  men  in  that  locality.  One 
man  would  not  sign  it  because  he  is  partly  inter- 
ested in  the  corporation  :  another  wanted  to  ride 
home  to  dinner  and  thought  it  would  be  conve- 
nient to  have  the  cars  pass  up  town:  and  another 
had  some  political  objections.  The  fact  that  there 
are  four  tracks  in  three  parallel  streets  would 
make  the  present  action  of  the  corporation  appear 
rather  audacious.  The  remonstrants  had  been 
told  that  the  corporation  had  such  power  at  City 
Hall  that  it  was  no  use  for  any  one  to  appear  heie 
against  them.  He  hoped  a  stand  would  be  taken 
in  this  case  at  least. 

Mr.  George  H.  Davis  (of  Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.) 
added  that  the  obstruction  applied  to  his  firm  as 
well  as  others  ;  their  business  was  peculiar;  they 
could  not  load  and  unload  a  piano  in  le^s  thaii 
eighteen  to  twenty-five  minutes,  and  they  had  to 
have  the  team  across  the  street ;  to  them  it  would 
be  a  serious  obstruction:  if  they  had  to  lead  and 
unload  lengthwi.-e  the  street,  they  would  have  to 
abandon  the  location.  He  should  "be  sorry  to  see 
the  tracks  removed  from  the  street-  entirely,  but 
there  was  reason  in  it.  Grant  this  petllion  nnd 
the  corporation  would  want  the  track  exter.ded  to 
State  street,  and  to  on.  He  objected  for  himself 
and  many  others  who  could  not  be  present.  He 
thought  this  wrong  and  uncalled  for,  an  injury  to 
all  who  do  business  there  and  come  there  in  car- 
riages. 

Mr.  John  Taylor  said  the  Board  were  acquaint- 
ed with  the  street,  and  mu-t  see  the  gieat  incon- 
venience it  would  cause  the  public  to  grant  this 
petition. 

Col.  W.  H.  Long  appeared  for  Jordan,  Marsh  & 
Co.;  ne  called  attention  to  the  number  of  stores 
which  were  compelled  to  receive  their  goods  in 
front.  It  woiUd  be  veiy  detrimental  to  his  firm  to 
have  two  tracks  there. 

Mr.  Dudley  Williams,  of  the  firm  of  Williams 
&  Everett,  conceived  that  it  would  be  a  veiy 
serious  obstruction. 

Mr.  Daniel  Chamberlin  of  the  Adams  House 
said  it  would  greatly  interfere  with  the  hacks 
coming  to  his  house,  opposite  which  the  street  was 
very  uarrov,-. 

M'r.  George  A.  Shaw,  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  5,  said  he  appeared  at  the  re- 
quest of  many  of  his  constituents  to  remonstrate 
against  the  granting  of  the  petition;  they  re- 
garded it  as  an  hmovation  upon  their  rights :  they 
see  no  necessity  for  it,  and  it  will  be  an  interfer- 
ence with  the  business  in  that  distiict.  They 
think  the  public  already  well  accommodatecl 
between  Temple  place  and  Boylston  street.  Wash- 
ington street  is  too  narrow  for  two  tracks.  He 
believed  that  if  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  is  to 
lav  its  tracks  in  the  already  overcrowded  streets 
of  Boston  they  should  be  "made  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  in  some  way,  so  as  to  remunerate  the 
people  for  the  loss  and  interruption  to  their  busi- 
ness. He  did  not  come  to  say  that  those 
people  desire  any  pay,  but  they  believed  this 
would  be  an  interruption  to  the'ir  business  for 
which  they  should  be  remunerated.  There  is  not 
room  enough  for  another  track  and  still  allow  car- 
riages to  pass  along  without  being  interfered  with 
by  the  cars.  If  there  is  one  'common  feeling 
among  the  people  of  Ward  5.  it  is  tnat  the  grant- 
ing of  tbis  petition  will  be  an  interference  with 
theii  riohts,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  done. 
Hence  in  their  name  he  entered  this  protest. 

No  one  else  appearing  as  a  remonstrant,  the 
Chairman  stated  that  he  understood  the  corpora- 
tion's counsel  would  be  present  at  half-past  four, 
and,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins.  t)ie  matter 
was  laid  on  tiie  table,  and  at  that  time  it  was 
again  taken  up. 

Hon.  William  Gaston  said  he  had  understood 
that  the  hearing  was  to  be  at  half-past  four,  else 
he  would  have  L-een  present  earlier.  The  leading 
object  of  the  pftition  was  to  relieve  the  Idocks  on 
Tremont  street.  In  consequence  of  the  recent 
widening  of  Washington  street,  it  is  believed  that 
the  tracks  can  be  laid  so  as  not  to  be  not  only  a 
benefit  to  the  railway,  but  will  relieve  the  over- 
crovded  travel  in  Tremont  street.  It  has  been 
the  history  of  railway  enterprise,  that  in  no  im- 
portant thoroughfare  in  the  citv  of  Boston  has 
there  been  a  foot  of  railwav  tra"ck  laid  without 
opposition  from  the  abutter?,  and  had  it  been  the 
policy  of  this  Board  to  give  force  to  the  opposi- 
tion, the  'esult  might  have  been  that  not  a  mile  of 
railway  track  woukl  be  in  the  streets  of  this  citv 
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today.  But  he  believed  that  in  almost  all  in- 
stances the  layin"-  of  the  tracks  had  given  satisfac- 
tion after  it  was  done.  A  remarkable  instance  was 
that,  some  years  a^o,  when  the  people  wanted  a 
track  on  the  Back  Bay  streets,  the  road  said  to 
the  people,  get  a  permit  *o  lay  a  track  in  lioyb  ton 
street;  tne  permi.-sion  was  obtained,  but  resi- 
dents on  Boylston  street  sought  an  injunction 
from  the  courts,  and  he  did  not  remember  meeting 
more  excited  adversaries  than  he  found  on  that 
occasion.  And  yet  today  the  sentiment  in  Boyl- 
ston street  is  as  much  in  favor  of  keeping  the 
track  there  as  it  was  then  in  opposition.  The  ob- 
structions by  laying  railway  track*;  in  the  streets 
are  never  so  great  as  the  abutters  think ;  that  has 
been  the  history  in  almo-^t  all  instances,  and  he 
believed  the  result  would  be  the  same  in  this  case 
It  will  bring  more  travel  there  than  now,  but  it 
will  be  valuable  travel,  and  if  the  remonstrants 
will  look  into  the  matter  they  will  see  it.  The 
aljutters  have  rights  whicl'  are  not  to  be  infringed 
by  the  Board  or  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Gaston  called  ujjon  Mr.  Starkweather, 
who  pro(Uiced  a  plan  of  the  pro))o>ed  lay-out,  and 
during  a  recess  of  five  minutes  explained  it  to  the 
Board.  The  effect  of  granting  the  petition,  he 
believed,  would  be  to  relieve  the  travel  on  Tre- 
mout  street,  which  is  very  much  crowded  by  cars 
now,  particularly  between  Ave  and  half-past  six 
in  the  evening,  when  there  is  frequently  as  mat:y 
as  thirty  or  forty  cars  in  a  line,  moving  Ave  or  ten 
feet  at  a  time.  The  double  track  will  leave  eight 
feet  wide  on  each  side  of  the  cars,  in  the  narrow- 
est part  of  the  street,  and  fourteen  feet  in  the 
widest  place.  He  had  heard  that  there  was  to  be 
an  application  to  the  Board  for  the  removal  of  the 
track  in  Chauncy  street;  if  that  was  done,  they 
could  not  get  aloiig  as  well  as  they  do  now.  The 
number  of  their  cars  at  present  running  through 
there  was  forty-flve  or  sixty  an  hour. 

Mr.  Kenuard  said  there  were  ninety-three  or 
ninety-seven  an  hour  at  certain  times  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Starkweather  said  that  other  cars  passed 
through  there  besides  those  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Companv. 

After  an  explanation  of  the  plan  by  Mr.  Stark- 
weather to  Mr.  Kennard,  the  hearing*  was  closed, 
and  the  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  John  C.  McXeil, 
for  damages  for  injury  to  his  child,  caused  by  a 
defect  in  the  sidewalk  on  Meridian  street.  East 
Boston,  by  which  the  arm  of  the  boy  was  broken. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  P.  T.  Barnum, 
for  leave  to  exhibit  Barnum's  Roman  Hippo- 
drome on  the  Back  Bay  lands  for  three  weeks  in 
the  month  of  August,  with  the  understanding 
that  no  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  are  to 
perform. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Timothy  H. 
Carter,  for  lease  of  land  at  corner  of  Water  and 
Washington  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  Wright 
et  al.,  that  Silver  street,  from  F  to  Dorchester 
street,  be  paved. 

Atigustine  W.  Stevens  et  a!.,  that  sidewalks  be 
laid  on  Russell  street,  between  Oak  and  Auburn 
streets.  Charlestown. 

E.  Wigglesworth,  to  be  compensated  for  alleged 
injury  to  his  cellar  and  vault  by  filling  the  same 
on  Franklin  and  Devonshire  streets. 

William  H.  Fitzpatrick  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be 
set  and  the  gutters  paved  on  Walker  street,  from 
Main  to  Russell  street,  Charlestown. 

Hiram  Ames  et  al.,  for  the  reopening  of  Ferdi- 
dinand-street  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Benjamin  F.  Bean 
et  al.,  to  be  relieved  from  further  liability  as  sure- 
ties on  bond  of  William  T.  Pindell,  a  constable. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Dodavah  Scates  e«  «;..  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assessment  in  widening  of  Market 
street  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  in  Brighton  in 
1873. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Timothy  Wheater  and  the  City  Point 
Mutual  Protective  Association,  remonstrance 
against  location  of  South  Boston  Railroad  stable 
at  City  Point. 

Francis  (41eeson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Green  street,  Ward  17. 

Alvin  Butler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  five  horses  on  Medford  street.  No.  147,  Ward 
21,  foot  of  Everett  street. 

James  Hale,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  thirty  horses,  on  Custom  House  street,  No.  14. 


John  Elms,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  twenty-five  horses  on  Decatur  street,  near 
southeast  corner  of  Chelsea. 

Bernard  Denning,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Newman  street.  No.  67. 

Mo>es  Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  new  stable 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses  on  Van  Rens- 
.saljer  place  and  Eliot  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sarveij  and  Ins])ection  of 
Buildin'js.  Alden  Frink,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  Dudley  strf  et.  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Pierce  iS:  Chick 
et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Medford  street,  between  Polk 
and  Everett  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water.  Notice  from  the 
Commissioners  on  Inland  Fisheries  of  a  hearing 
on  Saturday,  Sei>t.  5,  next,  of  a  hearing  on  petition 
of  Benjamin  F.  Cobleigh  et  al.,  for  a  lease  of  Ja- 
maica Pond,  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  culti- 
vating useful  fishes. 

LXFIXISED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  granting  a  location  to  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Companv  of  an  additional 
track  on  Fourth  street,  at  City  Point.  (City  Doc. 
No.  Go.)    Order  passed. 

Order  to  make  AVashingtou  street,  in  Ward  17 
(late  Shawmut  avenue), passable  for  public  travel. 
Passed. 

Order  to  grade  the  extension  of  Eustis  street  as 
far  as  Magazine  street,  at  a  cost  of  .■5I2OO. 

Order  to  pave  Bolton  street,  from  D  to  E  street, 
with  wood,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .^4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  sidewalks  on  Athens 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets,  and 
pave  roadway  with  wood,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
1^4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  lay  sidewalks  on 
Bolton  street,  fiomB  to  C  ?treet.  and  pave  road- 
way with  wood,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  84000. 
Passed. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COCXCIL. 

Petition  of  William  Clark  &  Co.,  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  June.  Placed  on 
file. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  S.  W.  Fuller  &  Co.  to 
erect  a  wooden  building,  beyond  the  legal  dimen- 
sions, on  Greenleaf's  wharf,  Ward  22.  Order 
passed. 

Communication  from  Charles  Hulbert  declin- 
ing an  election  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  certif- 
icate of  the  election  of  Thomas  J.  Gargan  as  said 
overseer,  in  non-concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  an  election,  and  Alderman  Hall  and  Peters 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Thomas  J.  Gargan 7 

H.  W.  Pickering 5 

And  Mr.  Gargan  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  to  repair  the  armory  building 
at  East  Boston,  lately  damaged  by  fire,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $2000.    Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

INTEREST   ON   UNPAID  TAXES. 

Order  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes 
after  Jan.  1,  1875,  came  up  with  the  rate  fixed 
at  ten  per  cent.,  as  recommended  by  committee 
on  conference  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Cuttei,  for  the  committee  of  the 
Board  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
the  Common  Council  upon  the  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  branches  relative  to  the  rate  of  in- 
terest which  shall  be  charged  on  unpaid  taxes 
after  the  1st  of  January  next,  submitted  a  report 
that  they  have  met  and  conferred  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  other  branch,  and  have  agreed  to 
recommend  that  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  charged 
on  taxe-  remaining  unpaid  on  the  1st  ot  January, 
1875,  be  fixed  at  ten  per  centtim  per  annum. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  was 
on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  suppose  it  is  any  use 
for  me  to  enter  my  protest  against  that  matter, 
but  1  wish  to  go  on  record  as  protesting  against 
the  city's  taking  any  such  action.  I  believe  that 
if  there  is  any  one  thing  to  be  dreaded  more  than 
another  in  any  city  or  country,  it  is  exorbitant 
taxation.  Were  it"  not  for  exorbitant  taxation, 
this  country  would  have  been  under  the  dominion 
and  rule  of"England  today ;  it  was  against  that 
your  forefathers  rebelled";  and  it  was  that  which 
made  this  country  independent,  and  a  nation 
that,  if  not  now,  certainly  will  be  the  greatest  in  the 
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world,  at  no  distant  day,  unless  we  fall  into  the 
tracks  of  the  country  from  which  we  came.  I 
therefore  wish  to  enter  my  protest,  and  move  that 
when  this  vote  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
I  think  it  is  a  measure  fraught  "with  evil  for  this  or 
any  other  city  to  inaugurate  a\iy  such  thing,  it 
has  been  repeatedly  said  by  our  predecessors  in 
this  Board  that,  if  there  is  anytliing- to  be  dread- 
ed, it  is  exorbitant  taxation,  whether  inaugurated 
by  this  or  any  other  city.  I  wish  the  city  to  col- 
lect its  dues,  but  I  do  not  want  anybody  to  pay 
anything  for  the  city's  money  exce])t  what  it  costs 
the  city  to  get  it.  I  say  it  is  inflicting  a  penalty. 
and  you  are  here  as  a  .iury  to  i)unish  unfortunate 
citizens  who  may  not  be  able  to  come  up  promptly 
to  the  mark  when  their  taxes  are  due.  I  have 
paid  money  out  of  my  pocket  for  poor  people 
who  had  not  and  could  not  have  money  to  pay 
their  taxes.  I  have  now  tbe  managenfent 
of  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person,  for 
whom  I  shall  hsve  to  pay  §40  taxes  or  else 
that  estate  must  go  into  liquidation.  It  is  a  pen- 
alty, and  we  are  not  justified  in  afflicting  the 
people  by  punishing  them  in  this  way.  The  most 
exacting"  curbstone  broker  in  Bos'ton  does  not 
take  money  in  this  manner,  and  I  wish  to  go  on 
record  as  opposed  to  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  been  surprised  to  hear 
the  remarks  from  so  good  a  business  man  as  the 
Altlerman  who  has  just  spoken.  His  argument,  if 
he  had  offered  any,  is  to  do  away  with  all  penalty 
lor  people  who  do  not  pay  their  taxes  when  they 
are  due.  Now  I  ask,  what"  benefit  do  we  get  from 
a  government,  if  it  has  not  power  and  authority 
to  collect  its  dues?  If  there  is  no  penalty. 
where  is  the  man  who  would  walk  uj) 
voluntarily  and  pay  his  taxes.  The  aeutlemau 
wishes  to  let  them  lie  at  the  low  rate  of  six  or 
seven  per  cent,  for  an  indefinite  time.  It  is  for 
the  credit  of  this  city  to  make  taxpayers  settle 
punctually.  We  have  to  run  this  Government 
with  paid  agents  and  it  is  to  ihe  credit  of  the  city 
to  pay  them  promptly  when  their  salaries  are  due". 
To  do  that  we  must  raise  the  necessary  means.  A 
city  near  here,  last  year,  had  to  give  eighteen  per 
cent,  for  money  to  pay  its  agents  Mitli.  It  does 
not  become  us  to  do  that,  and  v\'e  vrill  be  liable  to 
do  so  if  we  adopt  the  plan  he  recommends.  It  is 
no  hardship  to  pay  a  note  when  it  is  due.  A  bank 
gives  three  days'  grace,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  the  money  is  collected.  We  allow 
them  three  months'  grace.  The  city  would 
become  corrupt  if  the  genlleman's  plan  were 
adopted.  It  is  our  duty  to  vote  to  collect 
taxes  when  they  are  due,  and  I  am  happy  to  go  on 
record  as  in  favor  of  making  the  interest  ten  per 
cent,  on  all  taxes  due  after  me  1st  of  Jauuarv. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  would  like  toknow  wtiether 
this  ten  per  cent,  interest  is  charged  back  to  the 
1st  of  October  in  case  persons  do  not  pay  on  the 
1st  of  January.  Tne  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
shakes  his  head.  I  have  it  from  good  authority, 
since  this  matter  has  been  before  this  Board,  that 
a  gentleman  paid  interest  at  twelve  per  cent, 
last  year  from  the  1st  of  October.  I  have  it  from 
his  own  lips. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
the  reading  of  the  order  he  will  find  that  point 
fully  explained. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  order  says,  after  tlie  1st 
of  January,  but  a  different  interpretation  may  be 
put  upon  It.  I  certainly  am  opposed  to  the  rate  of 
ten  per  cent,  in  any  case  ;  eight  per  cent,  is  a  large 
enough  rate  of  interest.  I  have  been  informed 
today  that  the  city  officers  have  collected  twelve 
per  cent,  from  th"e  1st  of  October,  where  parties 
do  not  settle  previous  to  the  1st  of  January,  or  in 
other  words  that  they  have  to  pay  interest  at 
twelve  per  cent,  after  the  1st  of  October. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  from  AVard  6 
puts  me  in  a  w-ong  position.  I  do  not  object,  as  I 
before  stated,  to  the  sum  being  fixed — I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  to  have  it  fixed — at  a  rate 
whereby  it  will  be  morally  certain,  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  city  shall  not  lose  any- 
thing by  the  money  "not  being  paid.  I  did 
not  object  to  the  rate  being  fixed  at  nine  per 
cent.,  although  I  thought  that  was  bad  enough. 
But  I  do  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  ten  per 
cent. 

Alderman  Peters — While  agreeing  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  that  the  city  should  liave 
power  to  fix  a  penalty,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
order,  because  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  penalty.  This 
is  putting  the  city  in  the  position  of  saying,  "You 
need  not  pay  your  taxes  at  present ;  we  will  loan 
you  the  money  at  ten  per  cent."  I  say  the  city 
should  use  the  penalty  and  collect  the  taxes,  but 


should  not   loan   money  bj"  allowing  the  taxes  to 
remain  at  ten  per  cent,  interest. 

The  Board  voted  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
making  the  rate  ten  per  cent. — yeas  8,  nays  4,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris.  Stebbins,  Worthmgton- 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Peters,  Power,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  a  newgiammar  school- 
house  on  Prospect  street,  in'  the  Winthrop  Dis- 
trict, Charlestown,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  S75,000; 
to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  there- 
for. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  contract  for  the  work  of  ex- 
cavating the  cellar,  building  the  foundation  and 
retaining  wall  and  placing  the  first  floor  upon  a 
building  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  to  be 
erected  on  laud  owned  by  the  city  situated  on 
Prosjiect  street,  at  the  "corner  of  Edgeworth 
street,  Charlestown  ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  already  made  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  grammar  schoolhouse,  Winthrop 
District,  Charlestown. 

Alderman  Emery — An  error  was  made  in  draw- 
ing the  original  order  by  not  making  it  chargeable 
to  the  apnropriation  "towards  the  erectioji"  of 
this  schoolhouse.  The  building  cannot  be  com- 
pleted this  fall,  and  the  committee  deem  it  inex- 
pedient to  put  the  work  all  undei-  contract  until 
they  can  get  a  •■ufficient  appropriation  to  con- 
struct the  whole  building.  Consequently,  after 
consultation  with  the  committee,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order,  that  we  may  properly  go  to 
work. 

Alderman  Peters— Will  not  §75,000  be  sufficient 
to  complete  the  whole  building  ? 

Alderman  Emery— In  all  probability  it  will  not. 
as  it  is  one  of  the  largest  schoolliouses  in  the  city, 
containing  fifteen  rooms.  We  presume  that 
amount  will  fall  short  somewhat,  but  it  will  not 
be  detrimental  to  the  work  to  have  it  go  oi.  If 
we  were  to  put  it  all  under  contract  this  season 
we  should  not  get  it  far  enough  along  to  cover  in 
the  roof  1/efore  next  winter,  so  we  deem  it  better 
to  expend  money  only  for  certain  things  described 
in  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters — If  I  understand  it,  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  uuil.l  a  cellar  and  foundation  for  a 
schoolhouse,  and  they  may  spend  §75,000  in  doing 
so,  preliminary  to  the  erection  of  a  §500,000  house 
thereon  next  "year. 

Alderman  Emery— The  proposition  is  to  put  in 
the  foundations,  "and  construct  the  first  story. 
The  lot  is  on  the  side  of  a  hill  and  requires  a  very 
substantial  wall  on  the  outer  part  We  can  do 
the  work  as  far  as  this  appropriation  goes,  and 
the  next  Citv  Government  can  go  on  and  com- 
plete the  building.  When  this  sum  was  appropri- 
ated it  was  known  that  the  amount  would  be  in- 
sufficient to  complete  the  building,  and  it  was  not 
supposed  that  it  would  all  be  done  this  year,  and 
of  course  the  committee  could  not  make  so  large  a 
contra';t. 

Alderman  Peters— This  seems  to  be  rather  a 
blind  way  to  go  to  work.  By  passing  this  substi- 
tute order,  we  give  the  committee  full  power  to  go 
ahead  and  prepare  a  touudation  for  some  future 
City  Government  to  erect  a  pslace  upon.  It  seems 
to  me  that  they  should  be  limited.  1  move  that 
the  matter  be  specially  assigned  for  next  Mon- 
day. 

Alderman  Emery— I  should  be  very  sorry  if  this 
Board  consents  to  any  postponement  of  thi"s  order. 
The  season  is  very  far  advanced,  and  if  we  are 
going  to  do  anvtliing  it  is  time  we  should  be  under 
way.  When  this  appropriation  was  made,  as  gen- 
tlemen on  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
know,  it  was  calculated  to  erect  a  schoolhouse  of 
fifteen  rooms,  and  certaiulv  we  would  not  have 
the  committee  make  a  contract  that  would  ex- 
ceed the  amount  appropriated ;  neither  should 
they  let  the  matter  go  by,  when  the  foundation 
should  be  laid  and  the  "work  progress,  so  that 
next  spring  it  can  be  completed  by  the  next  City 
Government.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
suppose  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
would  spend  a  doUarmore  than  was  appropriated? 
Alderman  Cutter — How  much  will  it  cost  to 
buihl  this  schoolhouse? 

Alderman  Emery — From  ninety  to  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  There  never  has  been,  for  some 
years,  a  building  of  that  magnitude  but  that  has 
very  much  exceeded  this  appropriation,  and  cer- 
tainly un<ler  the  present  building  laws  it  cannot 
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be  (lone  for  less,althoiij;h  at  present  the  proposals 
for  building  are  comiuii'  in  at  rates  lower  than  at 
any  time  for  several  years.  At  t'ne  same  time,  a 
schoolliouse  of  that'  capacity  will,  in  all  jproba- 
bility,  cost  more  than  the  amount  of  thi^.  api)ro- 
priation. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  necessity  for  putting 
in  this  substitute  order  arose  simply  from  a  cleri- 
cal error  in  drawiuy-  the  order  adopted  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  Under  that  or- 
der the  commirtee  were  authorized  to  procure 
plans  and  erect  the  schoolhcuse,  at  an  expense,  as 
the  order  read«, ''not  exceeding  .ST5,000."  If  the 
gentlemen  will  refer  to  the  Auditor's  estimates 
they  will  see  that  there  is  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  land  far  this  schoolhouse  .■S5(),0;I0.  Tne 
land  has  been  purcliased.  The  next  item  is 
•'toward*  the  erectior.  of  a  new  building,  ^75.000." 
It  not  being  contemplated  that  the  biiildm-j;  could 
be  eiecte  1  diirmg  the  present  year,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instiuftion  diil  no:  think  i:  wi-e  to 
ask  for  the  full  amount,  and  have  it  put  into  the 
tax  levy  this  yeir,  but  a-ked  foi  simply  enough  :o 
purchase  The  land  niul  go  forward  with  the  work 
as  far  as  it  could  this  year.  As  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  says,  this 
appropriation  will  not  cover  the  cost  of  the  build- 
ing. It  was  never  anticipated  that  it  would. 
There  are  scuoolhouses  in  process  of  erection 
which  will  cost  from  8120,000  to  SIM.OOO,  but  could 
be  built  now  at  a  great  reduction  from  those  fig- 
ures. So  the  committee  ask  to  put  in  this  substitute 
order  that  they  may  build  a  retaining  wall,  etc., 
during  the  summer  or  fall,  and  chaige  it  to  the 
appropriation  made  a  few  months  since.  The  re- 
mainder will  be  called  for  and  put  into  the  tax 
levy  for  next  year.  Unless  there  is  some  serious 
objection,  I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  this  af- 
ternoon, as  this  is  a  most  favorable  time  to  build. 
The  plans  can  be  ready  in  a  few  days,  they  having 
been  prepared  by  the  city  of  Cliaiiestbwu  and 
needing  but  very 'few  alterations  to  adapt  them  to 
the  building  restrictions  of  this  city.  This  school- 
house  is  very  necessary. 

Alderman  Peters  —  The  explanation  does  not 
answer  the  objection  I  made,  that  we  should  stand 
in  a  wrong  position  without  having  the  sum 
named.  As  the  order  reads  we  give  tlie  commit- 
tee permission  to  spend  .S"o,000  to  put  in  a  founda- 
tion, retaining  wall,  etc.  I  do  not  think  any  order 
should  read  that  way.  "We  authorize  them  to 
make  the  contract  without  knowing  the  extent 
of  the  entire  work. 

Alderman  Emery— I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
make  any  better  explanation  of  the  order  than  I 
have  done.  Before  drawing  this  order  I  consulted 
with  tine  Auditor  of  Accounts  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  procedure,  and  he  agreed  with  me  that  this  was 
the  best. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  understand  this  ques- 
tion as  the  chairman  of  the  '"ommittee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction  does.  I  am  a  member  of  that 
committee,  and  when  this  matter  was  under 
discussion  it  was  stated  that  8125,000  would 
buy  the  land  and  build  the  schoolhouse  and 
I  opposed  it  on  account  of  the  excessive  amount. 
Now  the  chairman  says  it  was  not  to  be  the  whole 
sum.  I  am  convinced  that  I  was  right.  If  the 
city  has  got  to  pay  8125,000  for  a  schoolhouse,  we 
hacl  better  talk  al)out  a  commission  on  public  in- 
struction. 'We  do  not  want  to  sui  prise  the  people 
of  Charlestown  by  going  over  there  and  spending 
8150,000  for  a  .schoolhouse.  How  you  can  go  to 
work  and  make  a  schoolhouse  cost  81o0,00U  is  a 
mystery  to  me. 

Alderman  Hall— How  many  vacant  seats  are 
there  now  in  the  schools  of  the  city  of  Boston? 

Alderman  Prescott  -I  am  unable"  to  answer  that 
question  precisely.  The  number  is  very  large.  I 
have  done  all  I  'could  in  another  branch  of  this 
government  to  reduce  the  school  expenditures  by 
consolidating  school  districts.  But  I  cannot  see 
the  pertinency  of  the  question  to  this  subject. 
The  Charlestown  schools  are  full;  their  schools 
have  been  run  on  an  economical  plan  and  if  any 
section  of  this  city  deseiwes  a  new  schoolhouse  it 
is  the  Winthrop  District,  occupying  as  it  does  now 
an  old  dilapidated  building,  with  sixteen  or 
eighteen  stoves :  where  it  is  impossible  to  get 
from  one  part  to  another  without  going  through 
a  recitation  room  ;  low  studded  :  ill  ventilated— a 
schoolhouse  worthy  the  dark  ages.  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  the  objection  raised  to  this  order. 
Gentlemen  will  see  that  the  appiopriation  is  "to- 
wards the  erection  of  a  grammar  schoolhouse." 
If  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  0  was  opposed  to  ap- 
propriating a  larger  sum  than  this  for  school- 
houses,  why  did  he  not  lise  and  opv)ose  an  apjuo- 


priation  of  8135,000  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  in 
■Washington  Village.  I  do  not  believe  in  spending 
as  large  a  sum  of  money  as  has  been  spent  in  the 
past  for  sohoolhouses?  I  have  been  at  a  loss 
to  ho^v  so  large  a  sum  of  money  could  have 
be  expended.  But  the  last  schoolhouse  Charles- 
town erected  certainly  cost  considerably  more 
than  .<  75,000.  If  this  order  is  passed  it  simply  en- 
ables the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  pro- 
gress with  the  work  as  far  as  this  season  will  al- 
low, so  that  the  schoolhouse  can  be  ready  to  be 
occupied  by  September  of  next  year. 

Alderman  Peters— How  much  'of  this  appropria- 
tion of  875,000  will  it  take  to  carry  out  this  order? 

Alderman  Emei-j-- 1  cannot  answer  that,  be- 
cause we  have  not  yet  advertised  for  proposals. 
It  will  be  done  from  proposals  by  the  lowest  re- 
sponsible bidder.  If  the  building  could  be  put 
under  contract  at  the  present  time  we  should  save 
a  very  large  percentage  on  any  contracts  that 
have  been  made  for  the  past  two  or  three  vears. 
I  have  no  doubt  we  could  do  for  890,000  or  8100,000 
what  has  cost  8125,000  and  upwards  during  the 
past  fev.'  years,  as  the  figures  are  now  coining  in. 
I  should  deprecate  any  delay  in  this  matter.  I 
wish  this  whole  matter'could  be  put  under  con- 
tract at  the  present  time,  but  it  cannot,  and  we 
report  this  order  to  do  what  we  can,  and  I  hope  it 
may  be  passed  and  go  back  to  the  Council  without 
delay. 

Al'derman  Cutter— I  shall  vote  to  lay  it  over  till 
next  week,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  rather 
bad  to  let  out  any  contract  in  this  way,  without 
knowing  what  the  whole  is  to  cost. 

Alderman  Emery  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question. 

Alderman  Power—Under  ordinary  circumstances 
I  would  vote  with  the  gentleman  to  lay  this  mat- 
ter over :  but  I  do  not  think  it  has  occurred  to  him 
that  laying  it  over  Avill  indefinitely  postpone  the 
matter.  My  knowledge  of  business  assures  me 
that  if  we  are  going  to  have  that  schoolhouse  in 
Charlestown  there  will  be  no  time  when  we  can 
build  it  for  less  than  we  can  now.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  gentlemen  are  willing  to  have  that 
schoolhouse.  If  the  appropriation  for  the  whole 
building  were  8125,000  it  would  be  left  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  spend  it.  It  is 
simply  a  question  whether  you  are  going  to  trust 
the  committee  to  manage  this  business.  It  is  to 
their  credit  to  have  told  us  that  there  is  not  money 
enough  to  build  that  schoolhouse.  I  do  not  know 
why  we  cannot  let  it  out  as  judiciously  in  two  con- 
tracts as  in  one.  As  business  men  we  know  it  is 
the  very  best  time  for  the  city  to  make  a  contract 
now.  Therefore  I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  lie  over  and  be  virtually  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Peters— I  have  perfect  confidence  in 
the  committee,  so  far  as  that  goes.  If  this  school- 
house  were  to  be  built  for  8125,000  we  should  know 
what  they  are  about.  But  they  ask  for  875,000, 
which  they  say  is  to  small,  for  a  retaining  wall, 
etc.,  and  we  do  not  know  what  the  whole  tiling  is 
to  cost,  and  we  should  know  that. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  can  see  no  reason  for  ob- 
jecting to  letting  this  out  in  two  contracts.  That 
IS  frequently  the  case.  As  there  will  probably  be 
an  adjournment  of  the  Common  Council  for' the 
summer  vacation,  and  as  a  further  postponement 
will  cause  a  long  delay,  I  shall  vote  for  the  order 
as  offered  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Peters's  motion  to  specially  assign  for 
next  Monday  was  lost— yeas  2,  nays  10,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters— 2. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emerv, 
Hall,"  Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthing- 
ton— 10. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

Resolve  and  order  to  widen  Washington  street, 
opposite  Vernon  street,  on  land  of  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Moses  et  al.,  at  a  cost  of  815,188.50.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

ORDER  OF  ^'OTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Henry  &  F.  L. 
Lee,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  at  corner  of  Columbia,  Lincoln  and 
Bedford  streets,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  making  objec- 
tions thereto,  on  Monday  Aug.  3,  next,  at  4  o'clock 
P.M. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

Xotice  was  received  from  the  jMetropolitan 
Railroad  of  acceptance  by  said  corporation  of  the 
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location  through  Waf  hiugtou  street  toHaymarket 
Square.    Placed  on  file. 

COMMUNICATIONS  fEOM   CITY   OFFICEKS. 

Inspector  of  Buildings.  Report  for  the  six 
months  ending  Jvily  1.  it  appears  that  the  whole 
number  of  permits  issued  was  1$77,  of  which  302 
were  for  brick  and  stene  buildings,  618  for  wooden 
and  frame,  and  957  for  repairs,  alterations  and  ad- 
ditions. The  brick,  stone  and  iron  buildings  were 
for  the  following  uses:  Dwellings,  125;  dwellings 
and  stores,  twenty-eight;  family  hotels  and  tene- 
ment houses,  thirteen;  mercantile  purposes,  sixty- 
five  ;  stores  and  offices,  twenty-six ;  the  balance 
for  sundi-j'  other  uses.  Of  these,  four  were  to  be 
erected  in  Ward  1,  ten  in  Ward  2,  six  in  "Ward  3, 
Twenty- five  in  Ward  4,  sixty-three  in  Ward 
5,  nine  in  AVard  6,  four  in  Ward  7,  five  in 
Ward  8,  twenty-three  in  Ward  9,  fifteen  in  Ward 
10,  nine  in  Ward  11,  five  in  Ward  12,  sixteen  in 
Ward  13,  seventeen  in  Ward  14,  seventy-eight  in 
Ward  15,  four  in  Ward  16,  two  in  Ward  17,  one  in 
Ward  19,  two  in  Ward  20,  one  in  Ward  21,  and 
three  in  Ward  22.  Classified  according  to  dimen- 
sions the  numbers  were  as  follows :  Twenty-four 
of  one  story  high,  seventy-six  of  two  stories, 
sixty-eight  "of  three  storie.-,  eighty-six  of  four 
stories,  forty-five  of  five  stories,  two'  of  six  stories 
and  one  of  seven  stories ;  there  were  110  having 
mansard  roofs,  167  flat  roof,  seventeen  pitch  roof 
and  two  hip  roof.  Of  the  ^vood  and  frame  build- 
ings, for  which  permits  were  issued,  426  were  for 
dwellings,  thirty-one  for  dwellings  and  stores, 
eleven  for  mechanical  purposes,  twenty-five 
for  storage,  sixty-eight  for  stables,  twelve  for 
shops,  and  the"  remain  ler  for  saloons  and 
other  uses.  Eighty-one  of  these  were  to  be  erect- 
ed in  Ward  1,  one  in  Ward  6,  seventeen  in  Ward  7, 
three  in  Ward  11,  seventy-six  in  Ward  12,  twenty- 
nine  in  Ward  13,  fifty-two  in  Ward  14,  seventy- 
eight  in  Ward  15, 115  in  Ward  16,  eightv-^.ine  in 
Ward  17,  thirty  in  Ward  19,  fifteen  in  Ward  20, 
nineteen  in  Ward  21 ,  thirteen  in  AVard  22.  The 
classification,  according  to  dimensions,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  144  of  one-story  high,  353  of  two  stories  and 
116  of  three  stories ;  180  were  to  have  mansard,  189 
fiat,  230  pitch  and  nineteen  hip  roofs.  The  num- 
ber of  buildings  for  which  peimits  have  been 
issued  to  have  repairs  made  was  111 ;  alterations, 
538;  additions,  308.  Of  these,  305  were  brick,  647 
wootl  and  five  stone.  Under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  260,  laws  of  1872,  special  permits  were  issued 
for  the  erection  of  ten  wooden  sheds  for  stora5,e 
and  mechanical  purposes,  as  follows :  In  Ward~2, 
two;  inWard3,two;  inA\'ard4,  one  ;  inW^ard 5,f our ; 
in  Ward  10,one.  There  were  permits  granted  for  the 
building  of  twenty-seven  steam  boilers  and  en- 
2'ines,  seven  furnaces,  seven  ovens  and  two  forges. 
The  number  of  violations  of  the  laws  regulating 
buildings  investigated  and  reported  upon  was 
484;  of  those  340  were  violations  of  the  statute  and 
144  of  the  ordinance.  The  natures  of  the  prin- 
cipal violations  were  as  follows :  Building  with- 
out permit,  56;  flues  not  plastered,  38;  woodwork 
against  flues,  63;  improper  construction,  23;  im- 
proper framing,  16;  insufficient  egress  incase  of 
fire,  15;  insufficient  ventilation,  11 ;  lintels  without 
plates,  12;  poor  material,  7,  small-sized  timber,  22; 
unprotected  hoistways,  14;  wooden  lintels,  21; 
wooden  work  against  hot-air  pipes,  11.  The  num- 
ber of  unsafe  buildings  examined  and  reported 
upon  was  twenty-five  ,  unsafe  walls,  forty-eight ; 
unsafe  slate,  ore;  unsafe  window  cap,  one; 
dangerous  chimneys,  193;  defective  flues,  four. 
The  number  of  buildings  examined  which  had 
been  damaged  by  fire  was  141,  and  the  estimated 
amount  of  damage  to  these  was  .5203,635.  In  de- 
tailing the  probable  causes  of  the^e  fires,  the  re- 
port states  that  twenty-eight  were  incendiary, 
seven  from  defective  flues,  six  from  the  contact 
of  wood  work  with  heated  stove  pipes,  five  from 
spontaneous  combusts.. vi,  and  fifty-one  unknown. 
Fire  escapes  have  been  ordered  on  sixteen  hotels 
and  tenement  houses,  and  fifteen  of  the  requisi- 
tions have  been  complied  with.  The  number  of 
unsafe  buildings  secured  was  two ;  taken  down, 
eleven;  rebuilt,  one;  still  pending,  eleven ;  unsafe 
walls  taken  down,  two;  secured,  five;  rebuilt, 
twenty-two;  still  pending,  nineteen;  dangerous 
chimneys  secured,  fourteen  ;  taken  down,  one;  re- 
built, 130 ;  still  pending,  forty-eight. 

The  report  was  sent  down. 

Street  Conunissioners.  Communication  tranS' 
mittiug  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of 
Brattle  street  on  the  northerly  side,  from  Brattle 
square  to  Washington  street,'  at  an  expense  of 
$15,800,  by  taking  land  as  follows : 


Name  of  Owner. 


'il 
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Charles  L.  Halev 633     §12  •    S7-596 

Leopold  Morse 371       14       5194 

Fifty  Associates 86       35       3010 
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Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— As  chairman  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  I  would  state  that 
it  is  very  desirable  that  this  order  should 
be  passed  at  the  present  time.  It  is  a 
widening,  which,  if  any  member  will  examine 
the  map  he  can  see,  is  very  necessary  to  be  made. 
Mr.  Morse  has  purchased  the  land  there  under  an 
agreement  that  the  widening  shall  be  made  with- 
in sixty  day?^,  and  unless  the  order  is  passed 
this  afternoon  by  the  Boai-d  of  Aldermen 
and  goes  to  th?  Common  Council  it  will  be 
too  late  in  the  season  to  arrange  for  building. 
The  Street  Commissioners  and  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  consulted  together,  as  they  do  many 
times,  without  having  the  matter  take" the  usual 
course  of  a  reference, — and,  as  was  done  in  many 
cases  in  regard  to  widenings  in  the  burnt  district. 
It  was  the  unauimou'^  opinion  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  that  this  resolve  and  order 
ought  to  pass  at  once.  We  make  this  explanation 
because  it  would  be  a  great  inconvenience  to  Mr. 
Morse  to  nave  this  matter  lie  over  until  fall,  as  it 
would  if  it  took  the  usual  course.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks — How  much  advance  in  the 
price  of  land  is  this  from  what  it  was  sold  for 
some  six  or  eight  weeks  ago  ? 

Alderman  Clark— If  the  Alderman  noticed  the 
price  he  will  have  seen  that  it  is  S12,  814  and  $15 
per  foot  for  a  very  choice  piece  of  land.  I  think 
Mr.  Morse  has  paid  860  a  foot  for  a  piece  of  the 
land  in  order  to  get  on  the  corner  of  AVashington 
street. 

Alderman  AA'orthington — The  property  cost 
eighteen  dollars  per  foot ;  it  was  put  in  at  the 
price  for  which  it  was  sold  by  auction.  The  price 
paid  for  the  land  of  the  Fifty  Associate?  was  very 
low  indeed. 

Alderman  Prescott— Will  these  parties  pay  a 
betterment? 

Alderman  Clark— That  is  the  understanding, 
and  that  is  always  the  understanding  when  there 
is  no  express  agreement  made. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

Alderman  Peters — There  is  nothing  said  about 
what  appropriation  the  exiDense  is  to  be  charged 
to.  Will  it  be  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  it  would. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrenct  with  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  CiarK  in  the  chair. 

BEPORTS     OF     COMMITTEES     AM>      ORDERS     SUB- 
MITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert Gordon  for  leave  to  sprinkle  Chelsea  street, 
Chaiiestown,  from  City  square  to  Prospect  street. 
Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Fifth  street, 
between  C  and  D  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repave  \\'ashington  street,  between 
Hayward  place  and  Boylston  street ;  and  Essex 
street,  between  AVa^hington  street  and  Harrison 
avenue;  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  AA'idening  AVashington  and 
Essex  s'.reers.    Estimated  cost,  810,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestoues  and 
pave  the  outters  e.ud  sidewalks  on  Cobb  street, 
between  Snawmut  avenue  and  AVashington  street. 
ana  macadamize  the  roadway  of  said  street,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  scn'edule  of  the  cost  of 
said  edgestones  ai>d  sidewalks. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  turnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Dorchester  street,  between 
Broadway  and  Third  street,  and  to  pave  on  said 
street  the  space  between  the  edgestones  and  the 
railroad  tracks;  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Charles  H.  Dol- 
beare,  trustee,  the  sum  of  ten  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing  satisfactory  to  tue  City  Solicitor,  re- 
leasing the  city  from  all  liability  to  build  and 
maintniu  a  retaining  wall  or  bulkhead  on  the  line 
of  Atlantic  avenue  in  front  of  his  estate,  and 
upon  his  giving  to  the  city  the  right  to  slope  or 
bank  the  filling  of  said  avenue  upon  his  estate 
as  long  as  it  may  be  required  to  maintain  saitt  av- 
enue at  its  full  width  and  grade ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  apprepriatiou  for  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict. 

Severally  read^once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  Francis  Caverly  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton Siipenntendent  of  the  Inidge  over  Charles 
River,  near  Cotcage  Farm  station. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  until  an  election  is  had,  as  pro- 
vided by  ordinance,  the  following-named  persons 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  serve  as 
superintendents  of  the' bridges  named;  Charles 
H.  Marple,  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge; 
Joel  R.  Bolan,  Superintendent  of  Charles  River 
Bridge ;  John  Howard.  Superintendent  of  Maiden 
Bridge. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  why  they  did  not  proceed 
to  an  election. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  committee,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  make  nominations,  had  not  done  so. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  persons  designated 
were  the  present  incumbents,  and  before  an  elec- 
tion could  be  had  their  salaries  should  be  agreed 
to. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  abate  the  sidewalk  assessment 
of  .$23!53  pgainst  the  estate  of  William  Hennessy, 
on  Seventh  street,  South  Boston,  his  widow  being 
unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  widen  out  the  sides  of  the  streets  on 
the  Suffolk-street  District  to  prevent  the  edge- 
stones and  sidewalks  from  sliding  off  into  tue  ad- 
jacent lots ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  notify  the  owners  and  abutters  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Washington  street,  between  Avery 
and  Boylstou  streets,  to  remove  within  ten  day's 
all  obstructions  in  front  of  their  estates,  extend- 
ing over  the  line  of  said  street ;  and  in  default 
thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  directed 
to  remove  said  obstructions  at  the  expense  of  the 
owners  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  consult  with  the  Selectmen  of  the  town 
of  Hvde  Park  in  regard  to  the  boundary  post  now 
standing  in  the  centre  of  Hyde  Park  avenue,  and 
to  deteriuine  with  the  said  Selectmen  a  new  posi- 
tion for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Autumn 
streetf  Ward  15,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passetl. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Schedules  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
of  the  cost  of  edgestones,  sidewalks,  etc.,  with 
orders  for  the  collection  of  one-half  the  amounts 
assessed  to  the  persons  named  therein,  as  follows  : 
London  street,  sidewalks,  8215.28;  E  street,  side- 
walks, 8732.39:  St.  James  street,  edgestones, 
8259.81;  Dudley  street,  sidewalks,  8440.18;  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  sidewalks,  8263.12;  Broadway, 
edgestones,  81972.87;  Haynes  street,  sidewalks, 
81283.80.  The  orders  were  severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses.    Reports  as  follows : 

Hack  Licenses  Grantct— Nos.  151,  171,  747,  748, 
749,750,751,752,  753  and  754;  George  M.  White, 
New  Heath  street. 

Hack  License  Refused— Manly  L.  Quiinby,  5 
Cambridge  street. 


Billiard  License  Granted— Henry  A.  Gustavson, 
53  Hanover  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— George  Carru- 
thers,  to  exhibit  natural  curiosities  at  175  Hanover 
street;  Peter  M.  I'ickart,  to  use  an  orchestrion  at 
291/2  Green  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Six  newsboys. 

Intelligence  Office  Granted— Mrs.  M.  D.  Tracy, 
Nassau  Hall:  Catherine  M.  Bell,  43  Phillips  street; 
Mrs.  B.  A.  McAwley,  22  Adams  place.  Ward  14. 

Auctioneer's  License  (Granted— Josiah  H.  Carter, 
31  State  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— A.  Hetherston, 
1816  Washington  street;  John  Campbell,  91  Rich- 
mond street;  John  M.  Nichols,  230  West  Broad- 
way;  John  K.  Pike  &  Co.,  6IV2  Blackstone  street; 
Margaret  L.  Burlingaine,  121  Friend  and  14  Merri- 
mac  street;  Charles  E.  AYatkins,  1573  AVashing- 
tou  street. 

Inuholder's  Licenses  Granted— Oriu  Fairbanks, 
378  Shawmut  avenue;  Geoi'ge  P.  Maynard,  3  Bul- 
flnch  street;  Barney  Hull,  Sherman  "House,  14  and 
16  Court  square  ;  Manly  L.  Quimby,  5  Cambridge 
street. 

Inuholder's  License  Refused— John  Gallagher, 
.34  Orescent  place. 

AVagon  Licenses  Transferred — B.  F.  Feeling  to 
B.  C.  Ko»ers ;  Barrows  «S:  Preston  to  M.  D.  Cressy ; 
J.  B.  Dudley  to  James  H.  Brown;  J.  F.  Greely  to 
Jotham  Harmon. 

Hack  License  Granted— Joseph  F.  Eichom.  10 
Federal  street. 

Hack  License  Refused — Wilbur  Downing  (a 
minor). 

AVagon  Licenses  Granted— M.  McCabe,  561  .Sara- 
toga street;  R.  J.  Ferguson,  19  North  Market 
street ;  Joseph  Squire  &  Co.,  37  North  street; 
Seavey  &  Co.,  North  Maiket  street;  E.  F.  Bir- 
mingham, 106  Lincoln  street ;  James  B.  Dudley, 
Lenox  and  Tremont  streets ;  John  Brett,  320  Har- 
rison avenue ;  James  A.  Mulhare,  Highland  Ex- 
press ;  M.  D.  Cressy,  156  South  Market  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  AVorthmgtou,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets— Report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening 
of  AA'^ashington  street,  opposite  A^ernon  street,  at 
a  cost  of  815,188.50,  in  concurrence  with  the  Street 
Commissioners ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and  Widenius: 
Streets. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolve  and 
order  were  passed  in  concurrence  with  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

By  Alderman  Peters,  for  the  committee  on  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
munication of  the  trustees  of  said  cemetery 
for  an  addditional  appropriation  for  addi- 
tional land,  and  for  building  a  receiving 
tomb— Report  in  part,  recommending  that  said 
trustees  be  permitted  to  build  a  receiving  tomb 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  not  over  86000,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to 
provide  the  means. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  report  M'as 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  with  liber- 
ty to  report  to  the  Common  Council. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  per- 
mits to  use  steam  engine  by  the  Massachusetts 
Chai-itable  Mechanic  Association,  in  South  Market 
street,  and  to  erect  brass  furnaces  in  Union  street, 
Charlestown,  by  AA'Uliam  Litchfield.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers— Reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
orders  as  follows : 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  in  Marcella  street ;  in  South 
Eden  street;  in  AA^airen  place;  in  Rochester 
street;  in  Brook  avenue;  in  Eighth  street,  be- 
tween G  and  H  streets.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  sewers 
in  Linwood  street,  near  Lewis  park;  in  Harrison 
avenue, between  Perry  and  Bristol  streets.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

This  Board  doth  adjudge  it  to  be  necessary  for 
the  public  covenience,  that  a  main  drain,  or  com- 
mon sewer,  shall  be  laid  ill  and  through  the  land 
of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  AValker,  JNIaria  S.  Masters, 
Albert  Howard,  Henry  W.  Howard,  heirs  of  James 
Huckius,  James  Tucker,  2d,  Amos  Bates,  Benja- 
min F.  Cobleigh,  Julia  C.  Jancke,  Eliz.abeth  H. 
Nute,  Charles  P.  Emerson,  Alexander  McDonald, 
Amy  F.  Fisher.  Daniel  M.  Hammond,  William  H. 
Brown,  A.  D.  Collins,  Ann  C.  Gav.  Elizabeth  Rob- 
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inson,  W.  Eliot  Woocl\vaid,William  R.  Gay,  Betsey 
J.  Pope,  William  Gray,  Jr.,  James  Cunuinoham, 
Andrew  Barrett,  Michael  Davis,  James  Coffee, 
Patrick  Myrick,  Thomas  AVhallen's  heirs,  Haiina'a 
Kane's  heirs,  Patrick  Shaujchnessy,  Nelson  Curtis, 
James  Meliiin,  Bernard  Norton,  and  Bartholomew 
O'Keefe,  in  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  therefore 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  said  par- 
ties above  named  that  this  Board  intends  to  lay  a 
main  drain,  or  common  sewer,  as  aforesaid,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  take  the  land  of  the  said  par- 
ties according  to  the  following  description,  viz. : 
a  strip  ten  feet  wide,  extending  from  Dudley 
street  to  Quincy  street,  and  along  the  valley  of  the 
brook  which  was  formerly  the  division  between 
Roxbury  and  Dorchester,'as  shown  upon  a  "Plan 
of  Dorchester  Brook,  showing  proposed  line  of 
sewer,"  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  rhe  Sewer 
Department.    It  is  also 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  the  parties 
aforesaid,  that  this  Board  intends  to  take  and  di- 
vert the  waters  of  the  brook  aforesaid  through 
said  sewer,  as  authorized  by  chapter  205  of  the 
acts  of  1873,— and  that  Monday,  the  twentv-seventh 
day  of  July,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  is  assigned  as 
the  time  for  hearing  any  objections  which  may  be 
made  thereto. 

Severally  passed. 

By  Altierman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions 
of  Howard  A.  Doe,  P.  H.  Rogers  and  Michael 
Scanlan,  for  extension  of  time  on  which  to  build 
on  land  purchased  from  the  city — Reports  sever- 
ally recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon  a 
lot  of  land  on  Broadway,  between  L  and  M  streets, 
be  extended  to  July  1,  1875,  upon  condition  that 
Howard  A.  Doe,  the  present  owner  thereof,  shall 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  within  ten  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  N  and  Third  streets,  as  sold  by  the  city 
in  June,  1872,  to  P.  H.  Rogers,  be  extended  to 
July  1, 1875,  upon  condition  tliat  he  pays  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Lands  one  hundred  dollars 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  to  build  upon  a  lot  of 
land  on  Fourth  street,  as  sold  by  the  city  to  Mi- 
chael Scanlan,  July  1, 1871,  be  extended  to  July  1, 
1875,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  seventy-ftve 
dollars  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
order. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  puthorlzed  to  furnish  the  necessary  parti- 
tions and  screens  to  urinals,  and  make  such  other 
changes  in  the  same  as  may  be  required  at  thfe 
Dudley  schoolhouse,  to  accommodate  a  primary 
class,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  ou 
County  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
utilizin  1-  the  old  Washington  schoolhouses "  for 
public  offices,  and,  if  found  practicable,  to  report 
the  cost  of  fitting  up  the  same  to  accommodate 
the  Municipal  Court,  Highland  District,  and  also 
furnish  accommodations  for  a  branch  office  for 
the  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  special  commit- 
tee appointed  to  examine  the  unclaimed  baggage 
in  the  custody  of  the  British  &  North  American 
Royal  Mail  Packet  Company,  in  this  city,  which  it 
is  proposed  to  sell  'oy  auction— Report  that  they 
have  inspected  said  baggage,  and  recommend  that 
the  sale  thereof  be  approved  by  this  Board.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries — Report,  m  accordance  with  the  ordi- 
nance of  July  1.3, 1874,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Warren  Bridge,  for  the  year  beginning  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  A.D.  1874,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$1500  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  use 


of  the  house  on  said  bridge  free  of  rent,  and  fuel 
and  lights ;  said  compensation  and  privileges  to 
be  in  full  for  services  of  himself  and  assistants. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Charles  River  Bridge,  for' the  year  beginning 
on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1874,  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  .§1500  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed 
the  use  of  the  house  on  said  bridge,  free  of  rent, 
and  fuel  and  lights ;  and  also  the  use  of  ahorse 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  closing  the  draw : 
the  said  compensation  and  privileges  to  be  in  full 
for  services  of  himself  and  assistants. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Maiden  Briige  for  the  year  beginning  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1874,  shall  be  at  the  rate 
of  SlOOb  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  suf- 
ficient fuel  and  lights  for  the  office  on  said  oridge ; 
said  compensation  and  allowances  to  be  in  full  for 
services  of  himself  and  his  assistants. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  bridge  over  Charles  River  near  Cottage 
Farm  Station  be  the  same  as  heretofore  allowed 
and  paid  by  the  town  of  Brookline,  namely,  igSOO 
per  year  for  "eneral  services,  and  ten  cents  addi- 
tional for  eacli  vessel  passed  through  the  draw ; 
said  compensation  to  be  allowed  from  the  8th  day 
of  May,  A.  D.  1874,  and  to  be  in  full  for  all  ser- 
vices "performed  on  said  bridge  for  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  communication  from  the  City  Regis- 
trar in  reference  to  extra  allowance  for  cleik 
hire,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  chief  clerk  in 
the  City  Registrar's  office  be  increased  by  the 
addition  of  one  hundred  dollars  as  compensation 
for  extra  services  performed  on  Saturday  after- 
noons and  Sundavs,  said  increase  to  date  from  the 
first  day  of  April.'  A.  D.  1874. 

A'derman  Stebbins — Since  the  salaries  were  es- 
tablished for  the  year,  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  provide  that  the  City  Registrar's  office 
shall  be  kept  open  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  two 
hours  each  Sunday.  This  was  not  provided  for  in 
the  appropriation^  and  the  committee  have  tleemed 
it  expedient  to  allow  SlOO  for  extra  services. 

Alderman  Harris— Will  the  gentleman  state 
why  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  office  open  on  Sun- 
days? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  statute  provides  that 
no  burials  shall  take  place  until  a  permit  is  ob- 
tained from  the  City  Registrar.  It  was  formerly 
the  custom  to  intrust  undertakers  with  blank 
permits,  to  use  at  their  discretion,  but  it  was 
feared  that  abuses  might  creep  in,  the  prac- 
tice was  discontinued,  and  it  was  thought  best  to 
open  the  office  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  for 
two  hours  on  Sundays.  It  is  the  practice  in  New 
York  to  keep  the  office  open  on  Sundays.  The 
recommendation  was  concurred  in  by  his  honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

T-lie  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  be 
authorized  to  make  such  repairs  and  alterations 
on  the  building  containing  the  Harbor  Master's 
office,  on  Eastern-avenue  wharf ,  as  they  may  deem 
necessary ;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
S500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bos- 
ton Harbor. 

Alderman  Cutter— Wliat  are  the  repairs  propos- 
ed to  be  made? 

Alderman  Brooks — To  take  out  rotten  sills  and 
put  in  sound  ones. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  I  am  a  judge  of  such  mat- 
ters, the  whole  building  would  not  cost  9500. 

Alderman  Peters— It  must  oe  a  very  large  build- 
ing if  it  will  cost  S500  to  replace  the  sills. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  building  is  very  much 
out  of  repair,  and  needs  a  new  coat  of  paint.  I 
think  we  can  safety  trust  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  building  stands  in  front 
of  the  ferry  house,  and  the  committee  propose  to 
remove  it  back  on  a  line  with  the  house ;  a  new 
coat  of  paint  is  needed,  and  -something  is  necessa- 
ry to  be  done  to  the  chimney.  If  the  Committee 
on  Paving  desire  the  joV)  I  iia'-e  no  objections  to 
their  having  charge  of  it. 

Alderman  Cntte'r- The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  would  state  that  if  he  had  a  job 
of  that  kind  he  woul  I  ask  for  only  S300  to  do  it 
with. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
Alderman  Peter^'s  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
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accepting  the  repor''  of  tiie  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, vvliicli  state^i  that  no  fuither  action  *<  re- 
nuivert  on  the  subject  of  granting  a  victualler's 
license  to  T.  A.  Splaine,  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Peters'  saiil  the  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table  at  his  suggestion,  and  he  was  not  yet 
ready  to  have  it  taken  up.  He  could  not  see  why 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 should  interest  himself 
in  the  matter. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  cost  something  to  print 
it  every  week.  He  believed  in  economy,  and 
thought  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17  did. 

Alderman  Peters  said  he  had  expected  to  see 
the  owner  of  the  property,  but  had  not  been  aljle 
to  do  so,  as  he  was  sick.  He  would  be  happy  to 
pay  whatever  expense  was  caused  by  printing"  the 
order. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  sell  by  auction  the  city's  land  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Eliot  and  Pleasant  strets.  If 
the  Committee  on  Streets  would  give  a  good  rea- 
son for  letting  the  order  lie  on  the  tablelie  would 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  matter  was  not 
yet  settled.  Several  parties  want  the  land  and  it 
has  not  yet  been  decided  whether  to  sell  it  at  pri- 
vate sale  or  by  public  auction.  The  Committee  on 
Streets  had  better  ilecide  that  matter  and  noj  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Alde^-man  Cutter  said  he  was  acting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  and  not  of  one  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving.  He  supposed  if  the  land  were  to  be 
sold  at  all,  it  would  be  in  the  spring. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  Cammittee  on 
Streets  would  rather  deside  that,  and  when  they 
are  ready  they  will  report  to  the  City  Council. 

The  motion  was  lost— 1  for  (Alderman  Cutter), 
and  11  against. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction — Report  on  request  of  School 
Committee  in  lelation  to  a  new  primary  school- 
house  in  place  of  the  Cottage-place  Schbolhouse, 
Comins  District,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Comins  District,  the 
following  lots  of  land,  namely:  A  lot  of  land 
owned   by   G.  B.   Foster,   situated    on  fRoxbury 


Street,  containing  301C  s(pia re  feet,  more  or  less; 
a  lot  of  laud  adjoining  the  jjrecediug,  owned  by 
Marv  Faxon,  situated  on  the  comer  oif  King  anJl 
Roxbury  sireets,  containing  42U0  square  feet,  more 
or  less;  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  last-named  lot, 
owned  by  Wymaii  &  Kinlin,  situated  on  King 
street,  containing  3225  square  feet,  more  or  less; 
and  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  lot  of  Wj-man  & 
Kinlin,  owned  by  Elisha  M.  Dyer,  situated  on 
King  street,  containing  4200  square  feet,  more  or 
less ;  the  expense  of  purchasing  the  several  lots, 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  826,000,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  already  made  for  purchasing 
such  a  primary  school  site  as  above  named. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  there  is  no  objection  I 
would  ask  that  this  order  take  its  second  reading 
at  the  ]jresent  time  in  order  that  the  matter  may 
be  settled  before  the  Common  Council  takes  a  va- 
cation, as  that  will  enable  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  take  steps  towards  a  building  for 
which  an  appropriation  has  been  made  this  year. 
This  matter  has  been  under  consideration  ))y  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  for  six  months 
past.  They  looked  at  several  lots  in  that  vicinity 
ai'd  are  unanimous  in  favor  of  this  one. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  "Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports 
recommending  the  granting  of  petitions  for  leave 
to  occupy  two  stables  by  John  C.  Blaisdell,  lH 
Main  st'reet;  Melville  C.  Strout,  Spring  street, 
near  Baker  street.  Ward  17;  A.  &  J.  McLaren, 
Moore  street,  corner  Chaucer  street ;  J.  W.Kins- 
ley, Michigan  avenue.  Ward  16,  and  of  Robert  T. 
Paine,  Jr., for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
stable  on  Culvert  street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Aldermauj  Harris,  for  the"  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows:  H. 
F.  Merrifleld  §50.8.5,  widening  of  Lincoln  street  in 
Brighton,  in  1873:  Mt.  Pleasant  Congregational 
Churcn,  5^635.61,  widening  Dudley  street.  Sever- 
ally read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  place  the  Smallpox  Hospital  on  Mar- 
cella  street  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  that  said  committee  report  what 
disposition  should  be  made  of  the  same.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    in,    1874. 


Special  meeting,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  called  by 
the  Mayor,  for  the  transaction  of  regular  busi- 
ness, Aklennan  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUEOBS    DllAWX. 

Sjjc  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  July 
term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— Thomas  W.  Tuttle,  Sum- 
ner street  and  vicinity,  AVard  16;  Gardner  S. 
Churchill,  Dorchester  Lower  Mills. 

'  CONDITION  OF  FANEUIL   HALL  BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Depabtment,  City  Hall,  I 
July  15,  1874.      ( 

To  the  City  Council — In  anticipacion  of  the  ap- 
proaching exhibition  of  the  uverul  arts  by  the 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  which  will  fill  that  building  with 
goods  and  hundreds  of  spectators,  I  have  caused 
a  thorough  examination  of  said  building  to  be 
made  by  Oliver  L.  Shaw,  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, wnose  report  accomitanies  this  communica- 
tion. It  will  be  observed  that  the  Inspector  re- 
ports that  the  building  is  in  good  order  with  the 
exception  of  the  roof  and  the  upper  story,  which, 
in  their  i)resent  condition,  ought  not  to  be  subject 
to  any  unusual  strain.  The  repair  of  this  ancient 
and  valuable  building  requires  your  immediate 
attention.  Samoei.  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Department  for  the  Survey  and] 
Inspection  of  Buildings, 

July  14, 1874. 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor :  DesiV  Sir— I  re- 
spectfully report  that  1  have  examined  Faneuil 
Hall,  in  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  1st 
inst.,  wirh  the  following  "lesult:  I  find  that  the 
floor  of  the  armory  has  settled  some  eight  inches, 
and  has  been  suspended  in  the  centre  by  iron  rods 
from  the  chord  of  the  truss  which  was  not  origi- 
nally intended  to  carry  this  floor.  At  the  foot  of 
the  main  rafters  I  find  indications  that  the  roof  is 
spreading,  the  ceiling  having  sprung  out  and 
opened  somewhat  where  the  rafters  rest  upon  the 
wall.  I  am  unable  to  determine  whether  the 
spread  of  the  roof  is  caused  by  the  natural  sag  of 
the  rafters  or  by  the  extra  weight  of  the  armory 
floor  bearing  upon  the  chord  of  the  truss,  and  to 
settle  the  matter  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove 
a  portion  of  the  slate  and  boarding  from  over  the 
foot  of  the  rafters.  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is 
any  immediate  danger  in  using  tne  building,  but  I 
recommend  that  the  cause  of  the  roof's  spreading 
be  satisfactordy  determined,  and  if  it  is  found  to 
be  caused  by  the  extra  weight  imposed  upon  the 
truss,  that  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  any  fur- 
ther movement.  In  other  respects  the  building 
appears  to  be  in  a  good  condition.  Respectfully 
yours,  OLIVER  L.  Shaw, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  and  Alderman  Emery  offered 
the  f oUowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  directed  to  make  thorough  repairs  of  the 
roof  and  upper  story  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  any  in- 
cidental repairs  which  may  be  elsewhere  required, 
at  an  estimated  expense  not  to  exceed  $3000 ;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buiklirgs. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Stebbins, 
who  thought  perhaps  the  impression  might  get 
abroad  that  Faneuil  Hall  proper  might  be  unsafe, 
anoA\'ho  thought  thii  hall  strong  enougn  for  any 
audience.  Alderman  Emery  stated  that  the  ex- 
amination and  the  report  showed  that  there  is  to 
be  no  danger  appredended  from  the  main  hall. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

petitions  referred. 
To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Oriental  Coal 
Company  et  al.,  for  an  increase  in  the  police  force 
detailed  for  duty  at  vicinity  of  Mystic  wharf 
and  Chelsea  Bridge.  Since  annexation  Mystic 
wharf  has  risen  from  an  obscure  quarter  to  a 
tiiriving  business  location,  no  less  than  from  ten 


to  twenty  vessels  arriving  daily,  necessitating  the 
enployrnent  of  large  numbers  of  persons,  who  are 
left  without  adequate  protection  from  the  depre- 
dations of  evil  unemployed  persons  attracted 
thither.  I'he  two  bathhouses  near  by,  and  the 
contemplated  arrangements  of  the  Lowell  Rail- 
road Coninany,  add  greatly  to  the  necessity  for  an 
increase  of  the  police  force  there. 

To  the  Com,mittee  on  Paving.  Thomas  Mullen, 
for  compensation  of  S^eOO  for  grade  damages  on 
Rugglesstieet. 

Hugh  Mann,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
corner  of  AVarren  street  and  Walnut  avenue^ 

William  A.  Byam  et  al.,  residents  of  Ward  22, 
that  the  Pif^ewalks  in  front  of  estates  Nos.  458,  460 
and  464,  Medford  street,  be  paved,  in  accordance 
with  an  order  of  the  City  Government  of  Charles- 
town,  passed  last  year. 

To  the  Commiitee  on  Sewers.  David  S.  AVhite, 
for  the  abatement  of  ,i  )>oition  of  his  assessment 
for  a  sewer  in  Auburn  street,  Chailestown,  he 
being  assessed  for  five  houses,  while  he  owns  only 
three. 

To  the  Commvittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  B.F.Atkins,  c^ '»/.,renionstiance  against 
proposed  occupation  of  a  stable  at  14  Custom 
House  street. 

By.im  Bros.,  for  leave  to  change  location  of  sta- 
ble "for  four  hoises  on  Bolion  street.  No.  65,  l)y 
moving  it  about  five  and  a  half  feet  front  on  the 
line  of  the  street. 

M.  Miley,  for  leave  to  change  location  of  wood- 
en stable  "for  seven  horses  on  Second  street.  No. 
503. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Caleb  H.  Dolbeare  §1027,  for  pel- 
mission  to  build  Atlantic-avenue  retaining  wall  in 
front  of  his  estate,  and  for  the  right  to  slope  the 
bank  upon  his  estate.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  sidewalks  on  Fifth  street,  from  C  to 
D  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  repave  Washington  street  from  Hay- 
ward  place  to  Boylstou  street,  and  Essex  street 
from  W.nshington  street  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an 
estima*^ed  cost  of  $10,000.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  sidewalks  on  Cobb  street,  and  mac- 
adamize the  roadway.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  sidewalks  on  Dorchester  street  from 
Broadway  to  Third  street,  and  to  pave  said  street 
from  the  edgestoncs  to  the  railwav  tracks. 
Passed. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Henry  P.  Kennedv.  constable,  be- 
ing presented  duly  certified  bj  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  approved  by  the  Board. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of 
South  street,  on  tbe  east  side,  at  the  corner  of 
Beach  street,  by  taking  2122  square  feet  of  land 
belonging  to  Sarah  A.  Treilhand,  at  an  expense  of 
$15,300. 

On  motion  of  Aldennan  Worthington,  the  order 
took  its  second  reading,  and  was  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Aldeiman  Peters— Will  the  Chair  state  how 
much  that  is  per  foot? 

The  Chairman— Seven  dollars  per  foot,  just 
exactly  what  it  i:5  taxed  for. 

The  order  was  iiassed. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communica»^ion  was  received  from  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Comjiany  accepting  the  location 
of  a  track  on  Washington-street  extension,  grant- 
ed by  the  Board  June  22,  1874.    1  laced  on  file. 

■REPORTS   OF    COMMITTEES    SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims— Report  lec  omnien<U.ig  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Henry  T.  Kniglit  to  be  com- 
pensated for  damages  caused  bv  collision  with 
a  city  cart.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emeiy,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ea-.t  Boston  Ferries— Re]>ort  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  W.  L.  Burt,  Post- 
master of  the  city  of  Boston,  that  letter  carriers 
be  allowed  to  pass  over  ferries  free  of  toll.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  as  f odows : 

Wagon  licenses  granted— W'vman  Libbev,  1.52 
South  Market  street;  R.  I'.  Chancev,  24  South 
Market  street;  James  Malouc  and  nine  others 
(transfers).    Severally  accepted. 

By  Aldennan  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application 


435 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


of  "Bnrmini's  Hippodrome"  for  leai^e  to  fiive  an 
exhibition  upon  the  Hack  Kay  lands — Report  tliat 
a  heeiise  lie  };r;inted  for  ^uell  exhil)ition  on  the 
express  condition  that  no  child  or  cliildren  under 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  be  exhibited  as  aci  obats 
or  in  any  feats  of    gymnastics    or    equestrianism. 

Aldeiinan  Harris— I  would  iiKiuire  of  the  com- 
mittee who  is  to  determine  the  age  of  the 
children? 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  do  not  know  that  ai'y 
tribunal  has  authorized  any  one  to  do  that,  but 
sui»!>o>e  there  u  ill  be  no  dlflRculty  about  It.  If 
any  inquiry  is  iiia<le,  I  suitpose  that  Mr.  IJarnum 
is  a  gentleman  whose  reputation  for  truth  and 
veracity  is  such  that  his  word  can  be  depended  on 
for  a  correct  answer  to  that  quesrion.  The  law 
forbids  such  children  to  appear  in  the  arena. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

IJy  Alderman  Kail,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Overseers  of  the  Toor,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Wood- 
lawn  Cemetery  Corporation — Report  that  it  ap- 
])ears  that  the  iity  of  Charlestown  entered  into  an 
agreement  wirh  the  Trustees  of  Woodlawn  Ceme- 
tery, on  the  30th  of  December,  l.s5y.  by  which  it 
became  bound  for  a  period  of  fifty  years  to  bury 
all  persons  who  lequired  burinl  at"  the  expense  of 
the  city,  in  a  portion  of  said  cemetery  set  apart 
and  improveil  for  that  purpose,  and  to  pay  the 
corporation  eight  dollars  for  each  "  per- 
son interred  under  ten  years  of  aee,  and 
ten  dollars  for  each  per.'on  over  ten 
years  of  age.  Cities  and  towns  are  required 
by  statute  to  provide  .suitalde  places  for  the  inter- 
ment of  persons  dying  within  their  limits ;  and  at 
the  time  this  agreement  was  made,  no  suitable 
place  could  be  obtained  by  the  city  of  Charlestown 
upon  more  reasonable  terms.  Since  annexation 
to  Boston  the  provisions  of  the  agreement  have 
been  disregarded  on  the  part  of  the  city,  and  bod- 
ies which  should  have  been  interred  in  A\oodlawn 
Cemetery  liave  been  sent  to  Mt.  Hope.  The  peti- 
tioner now  asks,  in  behalf  of  the  trustees,  that  the 
contract  may  be  observed,  or  that  it  be  cancelled. 
Under  the  present  circumstances  it  is  clearly  for 
the  interests  of  the  city  to  have  the  contract  an- 
nulletl  and  thus  avoid  the  expense  which  would 
be  involved  in  carrying  it  out  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  thirtv-four'vears.  The  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accomi)anying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the.  contract  made  by  the  city  of 
Charlestown  with  the  Woodlawn  Cemeteiy,  bear- 
ing date  the  thirtieth  day  of  December.  A.  D.  1858, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  and  annulled, 
by  mutual  consent,  and  that  the  several  parties 
thereto,  and  their  successors,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  fully  absolved  therefrom. 

The'ordcr  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  lo  notify  the  owners  or  occupants  of 
buildings,  from  the  roofs  or  sides  of  which  water 
is  discharged  into  the  ptiblic  streets  or  ways  of 
the  city  so  as  to  interfere  with  public  safety  or 
convenience,  to  alter  or  repair  the  gutters  and 
water  conductors  on  said  buildings  forthwith,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  water  upon  the 
public  streets  or  ways  of  the  city,  except  in  such 
manner  as  the  said  Superintendent  of  Streets 
shall  apjjrove. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
and  they  are  herel)y  authorized  to  prepare  and 
l)rint  a  digest  of  the  oi'dinances  passed  bv  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  since  the  adoption  of  the 
revised  ordinances,  Dec.  31,  1869;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidemals. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  conversion  of  bonds  of  the  denomination  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  issued  by  the  city  of  Charles- 
town into  bonds  of  the  denomination  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Brooks  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  erect  fences  or  other  suitable  safe- 
guards to  protect  public  travel  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Harrison  avenue,  in  front  of  the  brick 
blocks  owned  by  W.  Eliot  Woodward  and  W.  H. 
Piper,  near  Hunheman  street,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 


VENTILATIOK  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings— Report  that  they  have  had  un- 
der consideration  the  question  of  ventilating  the 
City  Hall  building,  more  i)articularly  the  .rooms 
occupied  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council,  which  now  are  so  imperfectly  jirovided 
for  in  th:'.t  respect.  Upon  investigation  they  find 
that  the  system  of  ventilation  invented  byH.  A. 
Gouge  of  New  York  is  the  most  practical,  having 
been  tested  in  many  of  the  largest  7)uildiugs  in 
said  city— and  found  to  work  perfectly.  To  i)rop- 
erly  ventilate  t,iie  rooms  mentioned  will  require 
the  construction  of  a  shaft  extending  from  the 
basement  to  the  roof  inside  the  build- 
ing, also  the  changing  of  the  hot-air  pipes. 
In  connection  with  this  the  committee 
deem  it  advi.'able  to  ventilate  the  occupied 
rooms  on  the  fi  out  of  the  building,  to  do  which 
connections  can  be  made  from  tfie  main  shaft. 
The  committee  estimate  the  amount  as  necessary 
to  peif  orm  this  work  at  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany-ing 
orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  ventilate  the  rooms  on  the 
front  of  City  Hall  building,  upon  the  system  in- 
vented by  H.  A.  Gouge,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$10,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested lo  provide  the  means  {S10,000)  for  venti- 
lating the  City  Hall  building,  in  accordance  with 
the  above  order. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  no  such  order  as  that 
will  take  a  second  reading  at  the  present  time.  I 
do  not  know  what  my  action  will  finally  be  in  the 
premises,  but  as  1  look  at  the  matter  now  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  the  passage  of  such 
an  order  as  that.  At  any  rate,  as  it  comes  up  for 
the  first  time,  I  desii'e  an  opportunity  to  look  into 
it  that  I  may  act  intelligently  upon  it. 

Alderman  Emery — I  have  no  desire  to  press  this 
order  through  here.  I  want  the  Aldermen  to  un- 
derstand that  perfectly.  The  matter  has  been 
brought  up  here  by  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  "in  former  years,  and  by  those 
not  members  of  that  committee,  and  also  by  mem- 
bers in  the  other  branch,  who  have  interrogated 
me  a  number  of  times  and  uiged  that  something 
be  done  in  regard  to  the  ventilation  of  certain 
rooms  in  this  building.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  I  called  the  mati 
ter  up,  having  repeatedly  been  urged  to  do  so,  as 
every  member  of  that  committee  understands. 
A  gentleman  from  New  York  was  ^)resent  at 
that  meeting,  whose  system  of  ventilation  we 
had  examined  at  different  times.  We  looked  fur- 
ther into  the  subject  then  than  we  had  done  be- 
fore, and  got  tte  architect  of  the  department  to 
make  an  examination  of  the  principle  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  the  certificates  furnished  by  the  gentle- 
man, which  every  gentleman  here  can  see 
and  examine  at  any  time.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  have  the  order  acted  upon  at  the  present 
time  unless  the  members  of  this  Board  desire  it. 
Indeed  I  do  not  wish  it  passed  for  my  own  com- 
fort at  all,  and  I  do  not  come  in  tere  as  the 
special  champion  of  such  a  measure  unless 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  want  the 
rooms  of  this  building  ventilated.  I  only 
introduce  such  an  order  as  I  deem  desira- 
ble to  be  passed,  it  the  Board  wish  it.  The 
members  have  their  own  opinions  on  the  subject 
of  ventilation,  and  it  is  for  them  to  say  Avhether 
these  rooms  are  in  a  proper  condition  during  the 
summer  and  other  seasons  of  the  year.  I  understand 
that  other  members  of  the  City  Council  desire 
better  ventilation ;  if  they  do,  and  wish  to  exam- 
ine this  system,  they  can  do  so.  The  object  of 
having  the  orders  take  their  second  reading  at 
the  present  time  is  that,  if  gentlemen  have  made 
up  their  minds,  the  work  can  be  done  during  the 
vacation,  which  will  be  the  proper  time.  Besides, 
if  we  have  any  action  this  year  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry to  do  so  before  the  vacation.  These  are 
the  reasons  why  I  offer  the  order,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  committee,  at  the  present  time.  I 
would  like  to  hear  the  views  of  gentlemen.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  pressing  this  matter 
of  ventilation  at  aU;  I  do  not  desire  it  for  my  in- 
dividual comfort. 

Alderman  r»eters— It  seems  to  me  that  a  man 
with  a  chisel  and  saw  could  do  the  work  at  an  ex- 
pense of  i250.  I  think  that  the  order  needs  venti- 
lation more  than  the  system. 
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Alderman  Hall— The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  fublic  Buildings  says  he  does  not  propose 
to  come  in  here  and  be  the  champion  of  this  or- 
der, and  yet  he  calls  for  a  second  reading  before 
any  Alderman  has  had  time  to  examine  it.  If  this 
IS  not  forcing  it,  I  cannot  understand  what  it  is. 
Why  not  let  this  order  lie  over  ?  Gentlemen  have 
lived  in  this  building  some  time,  and  are  willing  to 
live  here  much  longer,  without  any  change  in  the 
system  of  ventilation. 

Ahlerman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  lis  upon 
the  table.    Lost — 6  for,  6  against. 

AUlerman  Worthington — I  hope  the  gentlemai 
will  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  second  reading ; 
we  should  have  more  time  to  look  into  the  sub- 
ject. I  think  we  should  have  better  ventilation, 
but  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  vote  for  this  par- 
ticular system. 

Alderman  Emery — I  did  not  propose  to  press 
the  matter  if  any  gentleman  objects  and  will 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  second  reading. 

The  orders  went  over  under  the  rule. 

TIME   EXTENDED. 

On  Aotion  of  Alderman  AVorthington,  the  re- 
port of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  order 
allowing  Michael  Scanlan  farther  time  in  which 
to  build  on  Fourth  street,  for  one  year,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  pajing  to  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  witliin  ten  days,  the  sum  of  $lb,  was 
taken  from  the  table,  the  order  was  amended, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  by  making  the 
sum  $50  instead  of  $75,  and  passed! 

CITY'S  LAND   ON  PLEASANT  AND  ELIOT     STREETS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
authorizing  the  "Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  to  sell  by  public  auction,  upon  such  terms 
as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  Interests  of  the 
city,  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city  and  situ- 
ated on  the  southwesterly  corner  o'f  Eliot  and 
Pleasant  streets,  the  jiroceeds  of  said  sale  to  be 
paiil  into  the  city  treasury,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  con- 
currence was  put,  and  the  order  was  declared 
passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  doubt  the  vote.  I  would 
ask  if  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  offer 
this  land  by  auction  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
generally  understood  that  this  is  an  unfavorable 
season  of  the  year  for  selling  land  by  auction. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  object  is  that  the 
city  may  dispose  of  the  buildings  upon  the  land. 
One  of  them  has  already  been  declared  a  nuisance 
by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  all  of  them,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  should  ba 
sold  off  and  closed  up.  We  are  merely  preparing 
the  land  for  sale.  There  is  a  customer  for  it,  and 
if  his  proposal  meets  the  views  of  the  committee 
we  will  sell  it.  The  buildings  have  remained  there 
some  time  without  paying  any  rent,  and  it  is  the 
uuanimouf  opinion  ol!^  the  committee  that  they 
should  be  sold  and  removed.  The  passage  of  this 
order  will  give  the  committee  the  right  to  sell  the 
buildings,  and  we  shall  sell  the  land  if  the  cus- 
tomer will  give  us  our  price. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  understand  how 
the  committee  can  sell  the  buildings  without 
selling  the  land.  If  an  order  to  sell  the  buildings 
is  offered  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  committee  have 
consulted  with  the  City  Clerk,  the  City  Solicitor 
and  others,  and  they  say  an  order  to  sell  the  land 
carries  with  it  authority  to  sell  both  the  land  and 
the  buildings,  or  to  sell  the  buildings  without  the 
land.    We  have  good  authority  for  it. 

Alderman  Peters — I  move  to  amend  the  order  by 
adding,  "and  all  the  buildings  located  thereon 
situated  on  Pleasant  street." 

Alderman  Cutter— I  thought  the  question  be- 
fore the  Board  was  on  solving  the  doubt  of  the 
result  of  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman— That  is  properly  the  question 
before  the  Board. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  resulting  4  for,  7  against,  and  the  order 
was  declared  rejected. 

Alderman  Prescott— In  order  that  the  matter 
may  come  before  us  again,  I  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  last  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
a  reconsideration.  Another  order  can  be  put  in 
which  will  give  the  authority  desired  without  a 
reconsideration.  It  seems  to'be  the  desire  of  the 
committee  to  sell  the  buildings,  and  not  the  land. 
I  do  not  see  why  we  should  sell  the  land  at  the 
present  time. 


Alderman  Prescott — I  judge  from  what  has  been 
said  by  members  of  the  Board  that  they  are  will- 
ing to  leave  the  sale  of  the  land  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  if  they  can  get  their 
price  for  it.  I  made  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
order,  that  the  .matter  might  come  before  us 
again  and  the  order  be  amended  so  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  order  gives  au- 
thority to  sell  the  buildings,  and  that  is  all  the 
committee  proiiose  to  do.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  the  land  should  be  cleared  of  the 
buildings,  and  we  only  ask  for  authority  to  do 
that.  But  we  want  authority  to  sell  the  land  if  we 
find  a  customer  for  it.  There  can  be  no  harm  in 
trusting  the  committee ;  I  tliink  they  fully  appre- 
ciate the  city's  interest,  and  they  certainly  will 
not  do  anything  that  will  depreciate  it. 

Alderman  Hall— What  rent  did  the  city  receive 
for  those  houses?  And  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  or  not  they  are  good,  substantial  build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  understand  that  the 
city  has  received  no  rent  from  them  since  October 
or  November  of  last  year,  and  the  tenant  who  did 
have  a  lease  of  them  "is  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, voted  for  this  order,  and  says  the  buildings 
should  be  cleared  out.  The  Board  of  Health  say 
one  of  them  is  a  nuisance. 

Alderman  Hall — How  many  houses  are  there? 

Alderman  Worthington— Five.  An  order  has 
been  passed  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  vaca- 
tion of  one  of  these  houses  by  the  1st  of  August. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  get  the  information  I 
asked  for.  What  rent  did  the  city  get  for  those 
houses? 

Alderman  W^orthington— Two  hundred  dollars 
per  month  for  all  the  houses. 

Alderman  Power — 1  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  as  I  presume  the  City  Government 
does  not  wish  to  let  the  land  lie  there  without  re- 
ceiving any  income  from  it.  I  think  there  is  no 
question  in  any  business  man's  mind  but  that 
an  order  to  sell  land  gives  authority  to  sell  the 
buildings.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  put  in  shape 
to  meet  the  views  of  this  Board,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter will  not  rest  as  it  now  is.  The  buildings  are 
going  to  wreck  and  ruin,  and  should  be  sold. 

Alilermau  Peters— An  order  to  sell  land  does  not 
carry  power  to  sell  the  buildings  without  the 
land. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  17  were  talking  of  stocks  I  should  know  that 
he  is  good  authority ,  but  I  prefer  City  Solicitor 
Healy's  opinion  on  the  right  to  sell  the  city's 
property,  rather  than  his.  Mr.  Hoaly  says  it  car- 
ries the  necessary  authority,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  go  behind  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman whom  we  are  bound  to  take  as  our  legal 
authority. 

Alderman  Peters — I  should  suppose  that  when  a 
committee  have  authority  to  sell  buildings  they 
have  the  right  to  take  them  down,  and  the  land 
might  become  much  cheaper  in  value  on  account 
of  tlie  buildings  being  removed. 

Alderman  Hall— 1  see  no  reason  why  this  order 
sliuuld  pass  today.  What  reason  is  there  for  hav- 
ing an  order  to  sell  land  when  you  wish  to  sell  the 
buildings?  What  is  the  necessity  for  calling 
black  white  ?  If  the  gentlemen  have  the  City  So- 
licitor's opinion,  it  ought  to  be  printed  and  on  our 
desks,  and  charged  to  some  appropriation. 

Alderman  I'ov^er — I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail  and  the  order  be  put  in  shape  to  suit 
the  views  of  the  Board.  I  have  no  objection  to 
an  amendment  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  and  I  can  see  no  harm  in  adopting 
the  proposed  amendment.  It  may  be  that  the  or- 
der is  all  right,  now,  but  we  have  a  square  com- 
mittee and  I  think  it  will  do  no  harm  to  trust 
them . 

Alderman  Worthington— The  committee  have 
no  objection  to  the  aihendinent. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  i^revailed. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  amend  b^  inserting 
after  the  words  "Pleasant  sireet,"  the  words  "or 
the  buildings  thereon  situated." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed  and  sent  down  for  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment. 

REPAIRS  IN  CITY  HALL. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public    Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  as  maybe 
needed   in    the    Common    Council   chamber   and 
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room  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen .  Also, 
duriiiji  the  siiiiimer  vacation,  to  provide  for  the 
cleaniujj;,  whitening,  paintinji  and  retiiting  of  said 
rooms  so  far  as  may  bi-  requisite,  the  expense  to 
be  t'harged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

SOITH   BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Kinery  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  order  was  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing granting  a  location  to  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  of  an  additional  track  on  Fourth 
Street  at  City  Point.    (City  Doc.  No.  65.) 


Alderman  Emery—  If  this  motion  prevails  I  shall 
move  that  the  order  lie  upon  the  talile  until  cer- 
tain measurements  are  taken,  as  there  is  some 
doubt  about  the  correctness  of  the  distance  on 
which  the  extension  of  the  track  is  to  be  made 
—  whether  it  is  140  or  148  feet.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  parties  that  the  matter  should  be 
held  so  that  it  can  be  determined  whether  or  not 
the  distance  given  in  the  order  is  right. 

The  order  was  reconsidered  and  lai<l  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


lie}j;ul:ii- weekly  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  ().  tihepard,  Piesiilent,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  records  of  the  last  meeting  and  the  Clerk  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  same. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  move  that  the  further 
reading  be  dis])ense(l  with.     We  have  it  in  print. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  1  oljject;  I  have  a  right  to 
call  for  it. 

Mr.  Fl;ynn  of  Ward  7— And  I  ol).iect  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  making  a  motion  while  out  of 
his  scat. 

Mr.  Shav/  of  Ward  15 — I  have  made  no  motion. 

The  I'resident— Tlie  Clerk  will  proceed  with  the 
reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  must  still  object  to  the 
Chair  entertaining  the  objection  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  while  he  is  out  of  his  seat,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  rules.  I  insist  that  the  Chair  has  no 
right  to  entertain  an  objection  from  him. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  (in  his  seat)^I  was  in  my 
seat  when  I  called  for  the  reading  of  the  records, 
but  I  took  one  nearer  that  I  might  hear  more  dis- 
tinctly. 

The  President— The  Clerk  will  proceed  with  the 
reading. 

The  reading  of  the  record  v/as  finished. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  desire  to  have  the  record 
m.adc  correct.  I  want  it  changed  on  the  last 
page,  300,  to  state  the  fact  that  transijired,  that, 
there  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Council 
was  declared  by  the  President  adjourned. 

The  President — Do  you  make  a  motion  to  amend 
the  record  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  I  may  be  allowed  to 
^tate  the  reason — 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order, 
there  being  no  motion  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ask  the  iirivilege  of  mak- 
ing an  explanation  of  a  (juestion  of  privilege. 

The  President — The  Chair  cannot  grant  it  unless 
the  gentleman  has  a  personal  explanation  to 
make. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  Chair  'vill  not  per- 
mit me,  the  record  will  be  made  that  I  was  not  al- 
lowed to  make  a  privileged  explanation. 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  explanation,  but  must  confine 
himself  to  that. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Certainly,  sir.  The  record 
of  the  Council  goes  into  history,  and  I  make  this 
statement  because  I  believe  it  to  be  wholly  unau- 
thorized for  a  presiding  officer  to  declare  a  public 
body  adjourned  without  a  vote.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  different  deliberate  bodies. 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 
The  Chair  cannot  think  that  the  gentleman  is 
making  a  personal  explanation,  but  that  he  is 
transcending  the  rules. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  making  a  personal 
explanation,  and  that  privilege  is  never  denied  a 
member  of  a  public  body. 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood.  The  gentleman  has  a  right  to 
make  an  explanation  that  affects  him  personally, 
and  the  ('hair  does  not  deny  the  gentleman  the 
right  to  that. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation;  it  is  a  personal  reason,  personal  to 
myself.  It  is  not  a  matter  f(n-  discussion.  It  is 
the  reasoi.  why  I  entertain  such  an  idea.  If  the 
Chair  desires  to  choke  me  off',  I  will  take  my  Seat. 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  take  his 
scat. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  skall  take  my  seat  when 
I  get  my  privilege. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  be  seated. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  object  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  proceeding. 

The  I'resident— The  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
will  take  his  seat ;  he  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  familiar  with  thi' 
rules  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  resumed  his  seat. 

The  I'resideiii— The  gentleman  has  been  entire- 
ly out  "f  order,  and  is  only  excusable  on  account 


of  his  not   being  acquainted  with  parliamentary 
rules. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— It  is  a  di.sgrace  to  the 
Council. 

I'Al'EBS  FROM  THE     BOABI)    OKALI>KUMEN. 

Petitions  of  Alden  Frink,  'I'imothy  H.  Carter, 
and  John  C.  McNeil,  and  notice  of  petition  of 
IJenjamin  Cobleigh  to  Fish  Commissioners.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  monthly  (xhibit,  .JulyG,  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  64)  and  semi-annual  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  July  1,1874.  Severally  placed 
on  file. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mount  Hoi)e  Cem- 
etei-y  recommending  that  the  trustees  of  said 
cemetery  be  authorized  to  budd  a  receiving  tomb, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  .^6000.  Accepted  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Reports  and  orders  for  an  extension  of  time  to 
July  1,  1875,  for  P.  H.  Rogers  to  build  on  a  certain 
lot  of  land  on  N  and  Thrrd  streets,  and  for  How- 
ard A.  Doe  to  build  on  a  certain  lot  of  land  on 
Broadway,  between  L  and  M  streets.  Orders  sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  such  repairs  and  alterations 
as  may  be  necessary  to  be  made  on  the  building 
containing  ihe  Harbor  Master's  ofHce,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $500.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward 
1,  and  passed. 

Reijort  ami  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
certain  lots  of  land,  as  a  site  foi  a  prunary  school- 
house  in  the  Comins  District,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing S!26,000.  Order  read  twice  under  a  sus-pension 
of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mi.  West  of  Ward  16, 
and  pafsed. 

Order  authorizing  necessary  partitions  and 
screens  to  be  furnished  to  urinals,  and  such  other 
changes  in  the  same  to  bo  made  as  may  be  requir- 
ed a  Dudley  Schoolhouse,  to  accommodate  a  jiri- 
mary  class,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  !ff;2000.  Read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  and  passed. 

The  order  passed  by  this  Council  concerning  the 
erection  of  a  new  grammar  schoolhouse  on  Pros- 
pect street,  corner  of  Edgeworth  street,  Charles- 
town,  came  down  wdth  amendment  in  the  form  of 
a  substitute,  so  as  to  authorize  a  contract  to  be 
made  for  the  work  of  excavating  the  cellar,  build- 
ing the  foundation  and  retaining  w\ill,  and  placing 
the  first  floor,  and  the  question  was  on  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Daceyof  Ward  20 — I  woul  1  like  to  be  in- 
formed by  the  committee  why  they  do  not  make  a 
contract  to  finish  tne  whole  building  this  year, 
and  why  they  jiropose  to  go  as  far  as  they  do  and 
no  farther. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  IG — When  the  original  or- 
der was  drawn  it  was  not  noticed  that  the  appro- 
priation made  in  the  supplementary  report  on 
the  Amlitor's  estimates  (City  Doc.  No.  32)  was 
"towards  the  erection  of  a  grammar  schi,ol" 
in  that  district,  and  was  not  sufficient  to  carry  the 
work  to  completion.  In  looking  the  matter  over 
'twas  found  that  $'i'5,000  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  complete  the  building,  so  this  substitute  is  in- 
troduced to  allow  us  to  go  ahead  and  do  all  we 
can,  but  the  building  is  not  to  be  completed  this 
year.  It  is  i)roposed  to  do  jutt  what  is  sjjecified 
in  the  order.  No  more  money  will  be  expended 
than  is  necessary.  It  will  be  impossible  to  com- 
plete the  building  under  $100,000. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— It  strikes  me  that  in 
building  a  schoolhouse  it  is  bad  policy  to  let  the 
work  lie  over  during  the  winter;  better  let  out  the 
whole  contract  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  do  it  at 
all,  and  I  shall  vcte  against  the  order  for  that  rea- 
son. 1  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  so  far  this 
year,  as  it  will  be  no  benefit  to  the  citizens  there. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  should  suppose  that 
the  citizens  of  that  district  desire  to  have  all  that 
Can  be  done  to  have  that  schoolhouse  erected,  aud 
we  have  introduced  this  order  to  do  all  we  can 
this  season. 

Mr.  West  of  AVard  16 — When  the  appropriation 
was  made,  there  were  so  many  large  amounts  that 
the  cjmmittee  thcmght  it  prudent'  to  a;k  for  only 
a  p  irtion  of  it.  It  was  done  to  reduce  the  amount 
to  be  raised  by  taxation.  Next  year  they  can  ask 
for  enough  to  complete  the  building.  That  is  the 
explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  think  that  is  a  poor  ex- 
planation. If  you  commence  a  building  one  sea- 
son, everybody  knows  that  it  is  best  to  finish  it, 
because  if  you  let  it  lie  over  during  the  winter 
you  have  got  to  spend  $4u00  or  $5000  in  repairs 
next  s|)riiig;  so  1  do  not  see  what  is  aained — the 
citizens  there  are  in  no  hurry  for  this  schoolhouse— 
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unless  some  ffeiitlemau  wishes  to  p;et  the  contract 
for  building  the  foundation.  1  think  we  shoulci 
do  things  as  squarely  here  as  we  would  in  our  own 
private  business. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG — The  gentleman  says  there 
is  no  hurry  about  it.  The  city  of  Charlestown 
voted  for  it  two  or  three  years  ago.    It  is  urgent. 

Mr.  Da  ey  of  Ward  20—1  was  not  aware  of  that. 
Still,  1  think  tliere  is  an  objection  to  not  putting 
it  all  through  in  one  season,  and  I  do  object  to 
letting  the  work  he  over  through  the  winter. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— In  conflnnation  ot  what 
my  colleague  on  the  committee  has  said  on  this 
matter,  1  would  state  that  the  City  Council  of 
Cbarlestown  selected  this  lot  before  the  irreat  fire 
and  were  to  give  the  same  price  that  we  are  to 
pay  now.  They  selected  plans  are  now  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  PuIjHc  Build- 
ings, and  the  only  thing  that  delayed  the  building 
of  the  schoolhoiise  was  the  great  fire.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee  from  Chailestown 
have  been  before  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction several  times  and  urged  very  strongly 
that  they  need  a  new  building  for  that  district, 
inasmuch  as  the  one  now  used  is  in  a  bad  condi- 
tion and  in  a  poor  location  ;  they  are  very  anxious 
that  this  particular  lot  shall  lie  pui chased  and 
the  schoolhouse  commenced,  in  order  that  they 
may  have  it  occupied  nexc  year. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  understand  this 
matter  as  my  colleague  from  the  Chavlestown Dis- 
trict does.  I  think  there  is  urgent  necessity  for 
this  schoolhouse  at  that  point.  Some  two  years 
ago  the  city  of  Charlestowu  was  on  the  point  of 
taking  this  very  lot,  but  on  account  of  certain  cir- 
cumstances it  fell  through  then.  Allliough  the 
gentleman  says  there  is  no  particular  hurry  about 
this  thing,  the  School  Committee  have  been  urg- 
ing it  very  strongly.  The  reason  for  pressing  it 
tonight  is  that  tue  ordei'  passed  last  week  con- 
templated more  work  than  we  can  do  this  year 
with  the  money  appropriated.  This  work  can  be 
contracted  foras  cheaply  in  parts  as  for  the  en- 
tire building  at  once.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass 
tonight. 

Mr.  Dacey  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  or- 
der as  amended  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  City  Registrar's  office  .flOO,  for 
extra  services  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sun- 
days; said  increase  to  date  "from  April  1, 1874.  Or- 
der passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  appointing  the  following  named  persons  to 
serve  as  superintendent*  of  the  bridges  nameil  \\v- 
til  an  election  is  had:  Charles  H.  Marple,  AVarren 
Bridge;  Joel  R.  Bolen,  Chailes  River  Bridge; 
John  Howard,  Maiden  Bridge.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  orders  fixing  the  salarie*  of  the  su- 
perintendents of  the  following  named  bridges,  as 
follows:  Warren  Bridge,  ;?150()  per  annum,  and  use 
of  house  on  bridge  free  of  rent,  and  fuel  and  lights ; 
Charles  River  Briilge,  »?1500  per  annum,  and  use 
of  house  on  said  hridge  free  of  rent,  and  fuel  ami 
lights ;  also  the  use  of  a  horse  for  opening  and 
closing  the  draw;  Maiden  J.ridae,  $1000  per  an- 
num, and  fu?l  and  lights  for  ofiice  on  bridge;  the 
bridge  over  Charles  River,  near  Cottage  Farm 
Station,  SoOO  per  year  for  general  services,  and 
ten  cents  additional  for  each  ve-sel  passed 
through  the  draw;  the  ]iayment  of  the  first  three 
salaries  to  commence  July  1,  and  the  last  one  May 
8, 1874.  Severally  read  tvvice,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5, 
and  passed. 

Communication  from  the  Street  Commissioners, 
with  resolve  and  onier  for  widening  Brattle  street 
from  Brattle  stjuare  to  Washington  street,  at  an 
adjudged  expense  of  .$15,800. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  said  the  parties  are  desirous  of  building 
and  wish  to  have  the  line  of  the  street  defined  at 
once.  Tne  street  is  about  thirty*-five  feet  wide  at 
one  point  and  forty-eight  at  another,  ami  the 
Street  Coiiiuiissioners  thought  it  should  be 
widened  to  forty- eight  feet.  lr_e  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule',  which  was  carried,  and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  in  concuiience 
with  Lbe  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  resolve 
and  order  for  widening  ^\  ashington  street,  oppo- 
site Vernon  street,  at  an  aajudged  expense  of 
$15,188.50.  Accepted,  and  .said  resolve  and  order 
passed,  m  <  oncurrence  with  the  Board  ol  Alder- 
men and  Street  Commissioners. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  with 
report  of  Inspector  of  Buildings  in  regard  to  con- 
dition of  Faneuil  Hall  building.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Order  aulhorizing  necessary  repairs  to  be  made 
on  Faneuil  Hall  buililing,  at  an  estimated  expense 
of  .$3000.  Read  twice,  under  a  susjiension  of  the 
rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  WaidlC,  and 
passed. 

Communication  from  the  Street  Commissioners 
w-ith  resol/e  and  order  for  the  widening  of  South 
street  at  an  expense  of  $15,300.  Read  twice,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rale,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of 
Wavd  5,  and  passed,  in  concurrence  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Street  Commissioners. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  and  order  to  cancel  a  contract  by  city  of 
Charlestowu  with  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  for  bury- 
ing paupers  in  said  cemetery. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Is  it  in  order  for  anv  re- 
marks to  be  made  by  myself. 

The  Piesident— It'is,  If  the  gentleman  chooses 
to  do  so  upon  the  question  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AA  ard  5—1  desire,  while  this  matter 
of  burying  jtaupers  is  under  consideration,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  a  fact  which  I 
discovered  a  few  Sabbaths  since  at  Mt.  Hope  Cein- 
etei-y.  For  the  first,  and  probably  for  the  last  time 
in  my  lire,  I  visited  that  place,  and  while  riding 
about  there,  discovered  a  large  number  of  graves 
without  any  headstones,  and  I  asked  jjarties  there 
what  that  meant.  There  was  a  large  number  of 
graves  with  no  headstones,  nothing  to  indi- 
cate who  was  interred  there.  I  must  say  that  I 
was  astonished.  I  was  told  that  it  was  the  burial 
place  of  the  poor.  I  could  find  no  record,  by 
number  or  otherwise,  who  were  Interred  there. 
The  hot  blood  almost  boiled  in  my  veins  at  the 
thought  that  in  this  enlightened  city  poor  persons 
were  allowed  to  be  buried  with  no  record 
to  show  where  they  are  interred.  No  record,  sir,  on 
the  spot,  of  who  they  are.  lasked  the  superintend- 
ent why  it  was.  He  replied  that  they  kept  a 
record,  so  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained,  and  the 
graves  are  numbered.  But  there  is  not  a  piece  of 
chip  as  big  as  your  finger,  sir,  to  denote  that  num- 
ber on  the  grave.  I  cad  attention  to  it  in  this  pub- 
lic manner  because  I  believe  the  custom  to  be 
without  the  pale  of  humanity.  The  dead  poor 
man  is  as  much  in  the  sight  of  God  as  the  dead 
millionnaire.  But  the  city  of  Boston,  with  all  its 
resources,  enlightenment  and  humanitarianism, 
buries  its  poor  without  a  headstone,  without  any 
number  on  their  graves  to  iniUcate  who  they  are 
or  where  they  came  from.  Instances  have  been 
known  in  history,  sir.  that  the  descendants  of 
those  poor  persons  have  become  rich  and  inquired 
where  lie  tlie  bones  of  their  pauper  ancestors,  but 
they  could  not  be  found ;  there  was  no  recoril  of 
them.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  all  wrong,  and  lam  glad 
to  have  this  opportunity  to  say  so  in  public  and 
I  am  hajipy  to  raise  my  voice  against  any  such  in- 
humanity. I  hope  that  the  manner  in  which  I 
have  spoken  of  this  thing  will  call  the  attention 
of  the  parties  who  have  the  management  of  that 
sacied  place  to  the  fact;  that  they  will  take  a 
lesson  from  it,  and  that  from  this  day,  and  for- 
ever after,  whether  a  person  burieil  there  is  a 
millionnaire  or  a  i)auper  picked  up  in  the  street, 
a  record  shall  be  made  upon  the  grave  it-elf. 

The  order  vvas  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  necessary  repairs  and  refittino-  to  be 
dene  (hiring  vacation  in  the  rooms  in  the  Cit"v  Hall, 
particularly  those  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
deruien  and  Common  Councul.  Read  twice,  under 
a  sus))ensiou  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
ditt of  Ward  10,  and  passed. 

Order  foi  the  Commit! ee  on  Finance  to  consider 
expediency  of  converting  city  of  Charlestowu 
bonds  of  $.5000  into  bonds  of  $1000.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  extend  time  for  Michael 
Scanlan  to  build  on  land  purchased  of  the  city. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  pre- 
pare and  print  a  digest  of  the  ordinances  passed 
since  Dec.  31,  1869.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  order  passed  by  the  Common  (Jouncil  for 
the  sale  of  city's  land  on  Eliot  and  Pleasant  streets 
came  down  amendetl  by  inserting  words  "or  the 
buildings  thereon  situated"  after  the  wcrd* 
Pleasant  street.  The  Council  concurred  in  the 
ami-ndment. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  H.  T.  Knight  for 
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compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  collision  with 
a  city  te:ini.     Accciitcd. 

lleport  I'PconiinciKliiiK  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  W.  li.  Hurt,  Postmaster,  tliat  the  letter 
carriers  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the  East  Boston 
ferries  free  of  toll.    Accepted. 

TJIK    N'KW   V^ATEK    H(IAHI). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I'ease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half -past  eiKht 
o'clock,  viz.,  An  ordinance  to  establish  the  Jioston 
Water  Board  (City  Doc.  Ko.  5.3,  1874.) 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  sul)jert  lie  postponed  till  half-past  nine,  as 
there  was  considerable  unfinished  business  to  be 
transacted. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  i)  objecteii  to  any  post- 
ponement ;  "he  tl.ouf>ht  the  Council  would  rather 
meet  tomorrow  ni}iht  to  transact  general  business 
than  ])Ostpone  it  toniirht. 

Mr.  Flynn's  motion  was  lost — 23  for  .36  against — 
ami  tlie  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— Mr.  President,  in  my  re- 
marks at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I  gave 
good  r  ^asons  why  in  my  opinion  the  orgaidzation 
of  the  new  Water  Board,  as  iiroposed  by  the  ordi- 
nance reported  by  the  committee,  was  a  vei-y 
great  improvement  over  the  jiresent  Cochituate 
Board.  First,  in  the  manner  of  its  nomination  by 
the  Mayor;  second,  in  its  limited  nimiber;  third, 
in  that  the  new  board  were  to  give  their  entire 
time  to  their  duties  and  be  paid  tor  their  services; 
and,  fourth,  that  their  right  to  fix  the  water  rates, 
imder  the  legislative  act,  would  give  them  the 
opportunity  and  power  to  diminish  and  control 
the  very  great  waste  of  water  which  now  exists, 
amounting  to  fully  one-fourth  of  the  daily 
supply;  and,  fiirther,  inasmuch  as  the  new 
board,  by  the  proposed  ordinance,  will  be 
subject  entirely  to  the  orders  and  resolutions 
of  the  City  Co'uncil,  there  can  be  no  possible 
objection  to  its  formation  on  the  ground  that 
thevmnybe  beyond  our  direction  and  control. 
Objection,  however,  is  made  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  act  of  tlie  Legislature  authorizing  the  forma- 
tion of  the  boaru,  based  upon  the  legal  opinion  of 
lawyers  who  endeavor  to  convey  the  impression, 
without  stating  it  directly,  that  the  new  board 
vv^ould  be  independent  of,  anil  not  subject  to,  the 
votes  and  control  of  the  City  Council  itself.  In 
answer  to  this,  it  ought  to  be  sufficient  authority 
that  o)ir  legal  adviser,  the  City  Solicitor,  has 
stated  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  gives  to  the 
new  board  onlv  such  power  as  the  City  Council 
may  delegate  to  them  as  their  appointed  agents. 
He  is  sustained  in  this  opinion  most  fully  by  other 
eminent  legal  authority,  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  fair  interpretation  of  the  act  can  lead  to  any 
other  conclusion;  or,  further,  that  there  is  hardly  a 
lawyer  in  this  Council  or  out  of  it  that  honestly 
takes  any  other  than  this  view  of  its  true  meaning 
and  intent.  We  will  see  what  a  common-sense 
view  of  this  act  is.  The  first  clause  of  the  first 
section  gives  the  right  to  the  City  Council  to  es- 
tablish by  ordinance  a  Water  Board  of  three  per- 
sons, to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  etc.  Second- 
It  gives  the  right  to  the  City  Council  to  delcc/ate 
to  the  Board  any  or  all  the  powers  conferred  by 
the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  upon  the  city 
of  Boston,  with  reference  to  supplying  the  city 
with  water,  etc.  The  third  clause  of  this  section 
is  in  these  words:  "And  is  also  empowered  to  act 
as  the  af/ent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  doing  any 
or  all  things  which  the  city  is  now  anthortserl  to 
do,  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lauds,  water 
rights  and  other  property,  and  the  establish- 
ment anu  maintenance  of  works  and  appliances 
for  supplying  the  city  of  Boston  and  other 
cities  and  towns  with  pure  water.  It  is  upon 
this  third  clause  of  the  first  section  which  Me-srs. 
Butler  and  Taine,  the  legal  advisers  of  certain 
congenial  members  of  this  City  Council,  have 
made  this  issue— that  it  gives  the  new  hoard  ad- 
ditional powers  to  that  delegated  to  them  by  the 
city,  as  stated  in  clause  the  second.  It  would 
seein  to  be  common  sense  that  as  agents  empow- 
ered by  the  city,  they  could  not  exercise  powers 
not  given  them  by  their  principals,  and  certainly 
not  powers  which  the  city  itself  does  not  possess. 
First— What  is  the  city  now  authorized  to  do  tow- 
ard the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights  and  other 
property?  The  city  went  to  the  Legislature  of 
1872  for  the  right  to  obtain  an  additional  supply 
of  water,  and  section  1  of  the  act  of  1872  givinjr 
the  city  the  right  is  m  these  words:  "The  city 
of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  by  and  through 
the  agency  of  the   Cochituate    Water  Board    to 


take,  hold  and  convey  to,  into  and  through  said 
city,  all  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River,"  etc.,  etc. 
Xo\v  tliese  are  the  acts  the  ciiy'is  now  authorized 
to  do  and  refened  to  in  the  third  clause  of  the 
new  act  as  (juoted.  More  than  si.\  months  ago 
our  City  Solicitor  deciricd  that  our  Cochituate 
Board  could  not  exercise  this  power  of  taking 
land,  etc.,  under  the  act  of  1872,' without  a  direct 
vote  of  the  City  Council  to  that  effect,  although  it 
had  )»een  assn'med  that  they  could  do  so,  ami  the 
Council  of  1873  voted  appropriations  to  the  extent 
of  .Ti500,()()0  (the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  Mr. 
Dean,  also  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  giving  their  votes 
in  the  affirnuitive),  in  order  that  the  enterpri.-^e  of 
taking  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  could 
be  prosecnT.ed  and  speedily  comjdeted.  This 
decision  of  the  City  Solicitor  for  this  re- 
quired vote  of  authority  to  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  was  never  disputed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, but  in  consequence  of  it  we  have  been  de- 
bating the  question  of  a  water  supply  the  whole 
year,  and  now  we  are  informed  bv  this  outside  legal 
advice  that  the  new  board  under  this  new  act  of 
1874  (having  only  such  jiower  under  the  act  as  the 
agent  of  the  city  to  do  what  the  citv  is  now  author- 
ized to  do  tlirough  the  agency  of  the  Cochituate 
Board),  could  go  forward  and  take  lands,  water 
rights,  etc.,  "notwithstanding  any  votes  or  acts  of 
tue  City  Council  in  objection  thereto."  If  that  is 
good  law  the  Cochituate  Boanl  have  now  the  right 
to  go  on  with  the  Sudbury  schemes  without  ^wait- 
ing longer  for  our  votes,  'in  addition  to  this  sec- 
tion 2  of  the  new  act,  clause  2d,  reads,  "And  the 
said  Boston  Water  Board  shall,  so  far  as  the  City 
Council  of  said  city  may  by  ordinai.ce  prescribe, 
succeed  to  all  the  jiowers  and  duties  formerly 
vested  in  said  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water 
Board."  That  certainly  limits  sufficie'ntly  definite 
their  powers,  and  it  was  not  necessaiy  for  the 
words  "and  no  further"  to  have  been  'added  to 
make  clear  their  being  subordinate  lo  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Council.  I  think  I  have  shown  that  no 
one  can  fairly  and  intelligently  entertain  any 
other  ojiinion  than  that  given  by  our  legal  ad- 
viser, the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  seems  tome,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  a  careful  examination  of  this  Mibject 
cannot  but  compel  any  member  of  the  Council 
who  is  desirous  of  doing  that  which  is  safest  un- 
der tlie  circumstances,  who  looks  at  the  matter 
candidly  and  with  the  desire  to  do  exactly  what 
is  most  in  accordance  with  the  diguiry  of  this 
body  and  the  city  of  Boston,  to  vote  against  this 
ordinance.  I  ilo  not  propose  to  discuss  the  great 
question  of  commission.  I  have  always  been 
opposed  to  the  large  multiplication  of  commis- 
sions ;  and  I  think  that  any  one  who  will  calmly 
and  carefully  examine  the  necessary  results  of  this 
multiplication  cannot  but  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  creation  of  a  Fire  Commission, with  its  six 
or  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  expenditures, 
and  control  of  750  men  with  all  their  interested 
.friends  and  .substitutes;  a  Board  of  Health,  with 
its  like  expenditure  and  control  of  men ;  and  a 
board  of  this  kind,  with  the  enormous  exper.di- 
ture,  having  control  of  the  number  of  men 
they  must  necessarily  have,  and  then  to  go 
on  'further  with  a  Police  Commission,  as  many 
contemplate  and  fancy  will  be  a  good  thing,  \\ith 
a  like  expenditure  and  a  large  number  of  men 
under  its  command,  thus  giving  a  dozen  men  in  the 
city  of  Boston  the  control  of  millions  of  money 
and  thousands  of  votes, — although  we  may  go  on 
well  for  a  few  years,  will  be  convinced  that  it  is 
utterly  iinpossibie  in  the  nature  of  things  that  you 
shall  not  be  brought  u])  standing,  as  they  were  in 
New  York,  by  a  condition  of  things  from  which 
you  cannot  be  easily  extricated.  That  is  my 
belief.  We  see  it  all  about  us,  and  we  cannot  look 
at  the  question  calmly  without  feeling  that  it  is 
a  danger  to  the  government  which  permits  it.  I 
simply  say  this  now  because  I  do  not  propose  to 
throw  aside  those  broad  considerations  which  I 
think  we  must  _feel  important,  nor  do  I  waive 
them.  If  a  committee  reports  one  set  and  we  do 
not  like  them,  we  can  elect  others.  But  in 
the  case  of  commissions,  one  man,  if  he  is  Mayor, 
sends  us  the  names  and  we  have  to  take  them ; 
the  result  is  the  Mayor  has  all  the  power,  and  the 
political  niachiuery  is  under  the  control  of  one 
man,  and  the  consequences,  we  know,  must  at 
times  be  injurious.  But  I  jjroijose  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council,  in  the  first  place, 
to  the  way  in  which  this  subject  comes  be- 
fore us.  And  perhaps  the  better  way  is  to 
see  what  the  condition  of  the  thing  is"  today; 
why  we  are  undertaking  to  act  under  this  statute. 
What    is   our    condition   today?    Why,   sir,    the 
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Cocliituate  "Water  Board  has  the  right  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  and  rights  vested  in  the  city  "in 
such  manner  and  by  such  agents  as  the  City 
Council  should  from  time  to  time  ordain,  appoint 
and  direct."  I  am  reading  from  City  Document 
No.  31,  which  quotes  the  act  of  the  Legislature. 
So  far  as  the  Cocliituate  Water  Board  is  concern- 
ed, without  undertaking  to  act  under  this 
law,  the  City  Council  shall  exercise  all  its 
rights  "by  such  agents,  officers  and  ser- 
vants as  the  City  Council  shall  from  time 
to  time  ordain  and  appoint."  So  far  as  the 
Coehituate  Water  Board  is  concerned,  do  we 
want  anything  more?  The  City  Council  is 
compo.sed"  of  representati\'e  men  from  all  the 
w-alks  of  life,  including  the  eminent  banker,  men 
of  the  different  jji-ofessioiis,  and  gentlemen  of  in- 
telligence, representing  the  interest  of  this  great 
city,  and  if  we  are  not  competent  to  manage  our 
ai! airs,  then  we  had  better  resign  and  go  home. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  believe  that 
this  Council  abdicato  its  powers,  tliougii  I  have 
seen  gentlemen,  members  of  this  Council,  who 
seem  to  fancy  that  we  cannot  manage  our 
affairs,  and  are  constantlj-  endeavoring  to 
throw  distrust  upon  their  fellows  by  seeking  to  give 
away  their  power.  I  should  ratlier  see  ihe  City 
Government  of  Boston  take  charge  of  every  mat- 
ter that  the  City  Council  can  take  charge  of,  and  act 
upon  it  intelligently,  and  then  there  would  be  no 
gentleman  in  Boston  but  would  feel  proud  to  be  a 
member  of  it.  But  you  can  never  arrive  at  that 
by  taking  away  the  powers  and  giving  them  to 
commissioners  as  if  you  thought  they  were  be- 
yond the  capacity  of  the  elected  members  of  the 
City  Government.  Then,  so  far  as  the  Cocliituate 
Water  Board  is  concerned,  we  have  all  the  power. 
Now,  liovv  is  it  with  the  Mystic?  All  their  rights 
and  powers  are  to  be  "exercised  in  such  a  manner 
and  by  such  agents  as  the  City  Council  of  Oharles- 
town  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  and  ordain"  ; 
so  that  the  city  of  Charlestown,  before  annexa- 
tion, had  full  authority  to  deal  with  the  Mystic  by 
such  boards  or  agents"  or  such  officers  as  they 
choose  to  give  authority  to  manage  such  affairs. 
Then  we  come  to  the  act  annexing  the  t\vo 
cities,  which  provides  "that  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  should  be  continued  as  a  separate  or- 
ganization under  the  direction  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  until  the  City  Council  should 
determine  to  unite  it  with  the  Cocliituate  AVater 
Board  of  Boston,  and  the  members  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  are  to  hold  their  offices  for  the  terms 
for  which  they  were  respectively  elected."  Now 
then,  the  unexpired  terms  for  which  those  men 
were  elected  was  the  only  reason  urged  for  the 
passage  of  any  act — simply  that  and  nothing  more. 
I  do  not  thinli  that  is  any  very  great  objection, 
wh-^n  we  consider  that  the  Mystic  Water 
Works  have  been  managed  with  a  degree 
of  skill  and  economy  that  cnallenges  the 
admiration  of  every  citizen.  Then,  Mi.  ifresident, 
the  committee  got  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
upon  this  question,  and  I  read  that: 

"Boston,  March  7,  1874. 
Sir— In  my  opinion  it  is  competent  for  the  City 
Council  by  ordinance  to  unite  the  Mystic  AV^ateV 
Board  with  the  Cocliituate  Water  Board ;  but, 
under  the  act  of  annexation  (Acts  of  1873,  chapter 
28G,  section  12)  the  ordinance  should  provide  that 
the  present  members  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board 
shall  hold  office  after  the  union  for  the  term  for 
whicii  they  have  been  respectively  elected." 

That  leaves  it  so  that  two  members  of  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  would  have  to  be  made  members 
of  the  new  water  lioard.    The  oi)inion  continues — 

"The  identity  of  the  Cocliituate  Water  Board 
should,  I  think,  be  preserved,  on  account  of  pow- 
ers that  have  been  conferred  upon  it  by  statute, 
and  have  not,  as  yet,  been  fully  executed.  There 
crni  be  no  lei/al  objection  to  aJtcrlng  the  number 
of  members  of  this  Board,  or  changing  the  mode 
of  electing  them,  if  it  be  deemed  exi)edient." 

The  authority  is  given  to  the  Mayor  to  apjjly  for 
such  changes  as  the  City  Council  may  deem  expe- 
dient. There  was  no  particular  object,  but  merely 
that  they  should  not  be  required  to  keep  two  men", 
whose  work  challenges  admiration,  upon  the 
hoard.  This  was  the  only  object  and  thereupon 
this  order  was  passed : 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  !Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Ceaeral  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  enable  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  to  establish  a  Water  Board,  and  to 
confer  upon  it  authority  to  exercise  all  or  any  of 
the  powers  now  vested  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
in  the  Coehituate  Water  Board,  and  the  Mystic 


Water  Board,  or  in  the   City  Council,  in  relation 
to  the  supply  and  distribution  of  pure  water." 

In  other  words,  Mr.  Tresident,  this  City  Council 
authorize!*  the  Mayor  to  apnly  for  an  act  giving 
the  City  Council  power  to  establish  such  a  Water 
Board  as  it  might  think  tit  and  to  confer  upon  that 
Water  Board  such  i)owers  as  the  City  Council 
might  see  fit— simply  that  and  nothing  more. 
Now,  sir,  let  us  see  w'hat  they  did  do.  I  suppose, 
Mr.  President,  that  if  the  Council  should  pass  an 
order  authorizing  the  Mayor  or  any  committee  or 
agent  to  go  abroad  and  collect  money  belonging 
to  the  city,  and  if  that  money  should  be 
diverted  from  the  city,  we  should  call 
that  embezzlement.  And,  I  suppose,  Mr. 
President,  if  we  should  authorize  any  agent  of  the 
city  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  authorize  us  to  do 
certain  tilings,  and  our  agent  shouhl  get  an  act 
taking  away  all  our  ])ower  to  do  those  things,  we 
should  call  that  equally  dishonest.  And  the  City 
Council  that  has  the  right  to  exist,  Mr.  President, 
that  has  the  right  to  pass  upon  the  affairs  of  a 
great  city  and  will  permit  its  agents,  without 
condemnation,  the  moment  that  t'ley  get  their 
backs  turned,  to  prove  recreant  to  their  trusts 
and  defeat  the  vei'y  object  for  whicli  they  were 
appointed,  is  not  worthy  to  sit  here,  if  it  does  not , 
in  the  strongest  manner,  condemn  the  acts  of 
those  men  who  have  been  recreant  to  their 
trusts.  Have  they,  Mr.  President,  done  their 
duty?  I  submit,  Mr.  President,  that  whoever 
got  this  act,  did  so  in  derogation  of  the  authority 
given  them.  And  here  I  desire  to  say  a  word  as 
to  the  way  and  manner  in  which  this  ("ity  Gov- 
ernment Las  managed  its  legislative  affairs.  I 
was  onae  on  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Af- 
faire, and  I  requested  you,  sir,  not  to  put  me  there 
again.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  gets  au- 
thority and  he  goes  and  runs  the  whole  thing,  and 
it  hadbetter  be  abolished.  You  had  better  trust 
it  to  your  representatives,  or  to  the  generous  dis- 
cretion of  the  Legislature,  from  whatever  portion 
of  the  State  they  come,  rather  than  manage  your 
business  in  this  way.  Things  w  ere  done  when  I  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  that  I  did  not  approve 
of,  and  I  had  occasion  to  animadvert  upon  them 
last  year,  and  I  know  I  need  not  be  assured  by  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Committee  fiom  this 
Council  that  if  they  had  taken  this  matter  in 
charge  this  particular  act  would  never  have  been 
passed..  Now,  let  us  see.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  read  from  the  act.  In  the  first  place,  the 
first  section  says  that  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
may  establish  by  ordinance  a  Water  Board,  to  con- 
sist of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City  Council.  Why 
was  any  such  authority  given?  Does  not  the  order 
say  that  they  shall  apply  for  authority  to  the  city 
to  establish  such  a  board  as  the  City  Council 
may  see  fit  to  provide.  If  they  are  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Mayor,  it  should  be  for  the  City 
Council  to  provide  that  the^  shall  be  nominated 
by  him.  It  gives  the  right  to  the  Mayor  to  ap- 
point the  board,  and  nothing  else,  and 
he  has  all  the  power  in  his  own  hands. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  he  did  it  person- 
ally. I  do  not  believe  he  would.  But  if  we  were 
foing  to  hold  any  person  responsible,  it  should 
e  the  Mayor.  He  was  authorized  to  get  one 
thing  and  he  got  another,  and  he  got  it  for  him- 
self. Then  the  act  says  "Said  board  mav  be  em- 
powered by  said  City  Council  to  exercise  all  or 
any  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  statutes  of 
the  Commonwealth  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  with 
reference  to  sujjplying  said  citywith  water,  or  of 
the  Coehituate  and  Mystic  water  boards."  And 
there,  Mr.  President,  if  they  had  stopped!  Nothing 
more  was  needed.  It  is  utterly  inqjossible  to  point 
out  that  anything  more  was  needed.  The  order 
says  to  get  authority  to  establish  a  Water  Board, 
and  to  confer  ujjon  the  City  Council  power  to  con- 
fer upon  that  lioard  the  authority  now  vested  by 
statutes  and  ordinances  in  the  Coehituate  an'd 
Mystic  water  boards, — and  there  it  is  all  given. 
It  they  had  stopped  there  it  would  have  been  per- 
fectly in  accordance  with  what  they  were  ordered 
to  do.  Now,  Mr.  President,  tliere"^  is  something 
else.  The  board  "may  be  empowered  by  said  City 
Council  to  exercise  all  or  any  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  upon 
the  city  of  Boston,"— first,  said  board  may  be  em- 
powered to  do  what  the  city  can  do ;  may  be  empow- 
ered to  do  what  the  Mystic  and  Coehituate  boards 
can  do  and  then  it  says  "and  is  also  empowered  to 
3Ctas  theagentof  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or 
all  things  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do 
in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights, 
and  other  property,  and  the  establishment  and 
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maintenance  of  works."  Xow,  then,  Mr.  Pi-esi- 
(Iciit,  there  is  a  veiy  pefiiliar  and  dis- 
tinct matter  tliat  this  relates  to.  It  re- 
lates to  the  talcinp;  land  and  Nvater  by 
rifiht  of  eminent  donain,  sayinp;  they  shall  have 
that  autliority  as  agents— aiid  I  shall  deal  with 
tliat  by  and  by,  somewliat  briefly,  as  I  do  not  care 
to  pass  my  own  judgment  ui)o'n  it,  but  shall  say 
that  that  niattcr  is  noi  as  entirely  beyond  doubt 
as  if  tliey  liad  got  only  the  authority  reijuired  by 
the  order.  lUit  before  I  come  to  that,  1  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  ne.ict  clause,  because,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  there  is  no  <iiiestion  aboiit  it.  The 
gentlennin  who  jireceded  me  makes  a  point  of 
that.  He  thinks  tliat  is  a  magnificent  thing,  and 
he  wouhl  go  for  it  for  tliat  reason  alone.  "Sairl 
board  may  also  establish  and  regulate  the  price 
or  rents  for  the  use  of  said  water,  subjei;t  to  the 
provisions"  of  certain  statutes  which  provi(b>  for 
an  application  to  the  Suiireme  Court,  etc.  It  is 
admitted  tliat  the  city,  if  you  act  under  this  law, 
will  have  lost  control  forever  over  the  water  rates, 
because  there  is  no  talk  about  agciicy.  You  will 
observe,  first,  the  City  Council  may  appoint ;  it  may 
give  them  authority;  then  they  may  as  agents 
do  certain  tilings,  ami  then  they  may  ilo  certain 
things  without  the  use  of  the  word  agerts.  So 
you  have  got  three  difterent  ])ieces  of  language, 
and  where  it  is  said  that  they  may  do  certain 
things,  it  is  admitted  that  so  far  as'establishing 
the  water  rates,  this  board  ot  three  men  would 
have  entire  control  of  the  whole  subject.  Now, 
then,  with  regard  to  that  last  clause,  which  is  ad- 
mitted to  give  them  that  authority,  I  desire  to 
ask  if  tliis  City  Council  is  willing  \o  release  the 
control  of  the  water  rates.  I  have  been  an  advo- 
cate of  economy,  Mr.  President;  I  introduced 
here,  some  cons'lderable  time  ago,  an  order  tinii- 
lar  to  the  one  that  passed  lioth  brandies  lately, 
but  it  was  stopped  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  liy 
some  one  who  was  terrildy  afraid  thai'  hopper 
closets  would  1)6  interfered  with,  and  I  understand 
that  he  expects  to  be  on  the  new  Water  Board.  Al- 
thotigh  he  claims  that  our  orders  are  nonsensical 
and  foolish,  it  has  had  one  good  effect,  so  that  an 
order  exactly  like  it,  to  stop  this  waste, has  passed 
both  branches,  and  I  trust  we  shall  reach  it  and 
have  courage  to  grapple  with  it  and  stop  the  waste 
of  water.  I  have  introduced  two  orders  towards 
it,  and  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  this  is  one  of 
the  best  and  most  economical  tilings  we  can  do, 
and  I  ask  this  City  Council  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion with  a  iiroper  view  to  the  economy  of  water 
without  tindertaking  to  abrogate  its  powers  on  ac- 
count of  its  own  incompetence.  As  I  said  before, 
this  act 'a kes  from  us  the  power  to  control  the 
water  rates.  You  will  find  that  the  water  rates 
are  estalilished  by  ordinance,  coveiing  a 
number  of  pages,  reaching  all  the  various  emer- 
gencies, adapted  to  all  styles  of  buildings,  and 
providing  also  for  the  use  of  meters  in  a  variety 
of  cases,  and  that  entirely  within  the  control  of 
the  City  Government.  And  you  are  asked  to  do 
away  with  all  that  and  trust  the  power  to  three 
men  who  will  deal  with  it  as  you  do  not  know  how. 
1  say,  Mr.  President,  and  with  great  respect,  be- 
cause I  do  not  really  believe  gentlemen  have 
considered  it,  that  any  one  who  will  intrust  his 
powers  to  others,  who  is  ready  to  abdicate  his 
l^owers,  had  better  leave  this  body  before  he  so 
acts.  Now,  then,  as  to  this  other  clause.  You  hive 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  who  may  be  cor- 
rect; he  is  a  very  excellent  lawyer;  lie  is  largely 
conversant  with  municii>al  law — probably  no  one 
more  so;  and  you  have  got  on  the  other  liand  the 
opinion  of  two  other  eminent  lawyers  who  give 
opinions  the  other  way,  and  those  opinions  it  seems 
were  obtained  by  somebody  who  got  so  impressed 
with  the  language  of  this  act  that  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  inquire  further.  Now,  then,  I  know  there 
is  no  legal  friend  whom  I  have  tipon  this  board 
who,  viiider  such  circumstances,  with  reference  to 
a  trust  estate  or  a  legal  title,  if  it  was  in  the  same 
doubt  that  this  is  in,  having  the  same  differences 
of  opinion  among  legal  minds  of  eminence, — as 
eminent  as  any  we  have  got, — I  say  there  is  not 
one  of  them  whb  would  undertake  to  say  that  his 
client  ought  to  take  such  a  title,  or  that  the  estate 
should  be  dealt  with  without  asking  the  Supreme 
Court  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  its  legality. 
No  prudent  man  could  do  it;  my  friend  here 
before  me  would  not  do  it.  In  any  of  the  walks 
of  life,  the  very  moment  there  was  that  difference 
of  opinion  in  legal  minds  we  should  say,  "Cn- 
less  we  are  compelled  to  act  we  will  not  act." 
And  are  you  compelled  to  act?  Have  not  you 
got  power  enough  already  ?  Is  the  keeiimg  of 
two  Mystic  men  on  this  board,  such  a  terrific  ca- 


lamity that  you  have  got  to  run  all  these  rLsks? 
It  seems  to  me  not,  Mr.  President.  I  say  that  no 
person  will  do  so  unless  he  wants  to  jgive  the 
power  away,  and  that,  as  I  understand  ironi  the 
debate,  tluiy  all  sav  they  do  not.  Now,  Mr.  J'resi- 
dent,  I  desire  to  ca"ll  attention — and  1  will  endeav- 
or to  do  it  without  any  technicalities— to  this  act. 
It  says,  "And  is  also  emjiowered  to  act  as  the 
agent  of  the  city  of  lloston  in  doing  any  or  all 
things  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do"  ; 
and  theii  the  board  is  also  authorized  to  collect 
water  rates,  without  the  use  of  the  word  "ageot." 
I  suppose  that  the  question  of  the  use  of  the 
word  "agent"  m,ay  or  may  notbe  important.  It  all 
rests  upon  u;  the' whole  question  rests  upon  the 
use  of  the  word  "agent."  It  is  not,  as  in 
every  bill  (irawn  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
as  "in  the  late  Mystic  bill  "which  provides 
that  the  city  of  Boston  may  through  the  agency 
of  the  Roston  Water  Board  or  any  other  agency  it 
may  establish,  take  water  rights;'  it  is  not  that",  it 
is  not  that  the  city  may  do  it  by  its  agency,  but 
that  they  may  act  as  agents  and  do  it.  And  then 
they  say,  "they  acting  as  agents  means  necessari- 
ly that  the  pri"ncipal  shall  first  act"  ;  but  does  that 
necessarily  follow?  When  they  establish  water 
rates,  how  do  they  act  ?  They  act  as  the  agents  of 
somebody.  Are  they  any  less  agents  of  some  sort 
because  "it  does  not  say  that  they  shall  act  as 
agents?  and  if  in  another  place  it  says  they  shall 
be  deemed  to  act  as  agents,  are  they  any'  more 
agents  in  the  one  case  than  m  the  other?  Are 
they  not  agents  in  both  cases?  Veiy  clearly  they 
are  agents  of  some  sort  in  both  'cases.  Now, 
then,  we  do  have  undoubtedly  in  our  mu- 
niT-ipal  organizations  in  this  Commonwealth 
already  a  very  great  mixture  of  powers.  We 
have  a' variety  of  things  that  we  pass  upon  as  a 
City  Government,  and  then  we  have  a  variety  of 
other  things  that  we  pass  up(m  as  agents  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. And  the  Commonwealth  that  makes 
parties  its  agents  ni.ay  also  make  them  agents 
of  the  city.  I  suppose  "that  the  City  Government 
is  agent  of  the  Commonwealth  in  some  cases  and 
agent  of  the  city  in  others,  depending  uiion  what 
it  is.  Such,  Mr^  President,  is  the  law.  Now,  then, 
I  find,  with  reference  to  this  poiii+,  in  a  book  of 
authority,  "Dillon  on  Municijial  Cori)orations," 
written  by  one  of  the  circuit  judges  of  the  United 
States,  in'section  33  he  says — 

"And  here  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the 
distinction  between  State  officers— that  is,  officers 
whose  duties  concern  the  State  at  large,  or  the 
general  public,  although  exercised  within  defined 
territorial  limits — and  municipal  officers  whose 
functions  relate  exclusively  to  the  particular  mu- 
nicipality. The  adrainistratiou  of  justice,  the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  like,  al- 
though confined  to  local  agencies,  are  essentially 
matters  of  public  concern ;  while  the  enforcement 
of  municipal  by-laws  proper,  the  establishment 
of  gas  works,  of  water  works,  the  construction  of 
sewers,  and  the  like,  are  matters  which  pertain  to 
the  municipality,  as  distingttished  from  the  State 
at  large." 

Here  are  water  works  actually  mentioned  by 
this  acknowle<lged  authority  as  one  of  the  things 
that  pertain  to  the  municipality.  Now  when  these 
parties  act  in  fixing  the  water  rates,  they  act  as 
agents  of  the  City  Government,  do  they  not? 
The  city  pays  everything  and  collects  everything. 
Though  they  are  to  ha\e  control  over  the  water 
rates,  yet  will  they  not  collect  them  for  the  city? 
When  collected  will  they  not  belong  totnecity? 
And,  altlnmgh  they  have  that  aufhoritj-  from 
the  State,  will  they  not  really  act  'as  the 
agents  of  the  city,  and,  in  the  other  case,  where  it 
says  they  may  ac+  as  agents,  would  they  not  be 
still  agents  for  the  city,  authorized  so  to  act  as 
agents  by  the  General  Government,  over  which  we 
have  no  control?  Now,  sir,  that  just  presents  the 
question.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  things  very  recently  occurring,  and  which  we 
shall  all  bear  in  mino.  For  instance,  we  have  a 
School  Committee.  That  committee  has  authority 
to  appoint  teachers;  but  the  City  Government 
makes  approjiriations  for  the  schools.  The  School 
Committee  cannot  make  appropriations  for 
schools,  but  it  appoints  teachers.  Well,  the  city 
of  Salem  made  appropriations  for  schools, 
and  the  School  Committee  over-run  them,  and 
thereupon  suit  was  brought  against  the  city,  and 
the  reply  was  that  the  School  Committee  had  not 
authority  to  go  beyond  the  appropriation  of  the 
city,  but  the  Supreme  Court  said  they  had  that 
authority  from  the  State.  Now,  Mr.' President, 
there  was  another  thing  which  you  passed  upon 
last  year,   and    that   was    with   reference  to  the 
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widening:  of  "W^ater  street.  Our  rules  provide  that 
we  shall  have  a  two-thirds  vote  for  the  passafie  of 
a  money  order,  and  that  did  not  get  a  two-thirds 
vote,  but  you  decided  on  examination,  and  you 
cited  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  that  although 
the  authority  was  vested  in  the  City  Council  by 
name,  when  the  amount  exceeded  a  certain  sum, 
to  pass  or  reject  the  order,  yet  when  the  Common 
Council  came  to  act  it  could  not  do  so  in  accord- 
ance with  it^  general  rules  as  a  municipal  body, 
but  that  it  acted  under  the  Legislative  authority 
on  that  question,  and  a  majority  vote  con- 
trolldd,  and  thus  that  measure  was  carried. 
Now  there  is  another  thing.  Last  year  you  will 
rememberthat  we  established  the  Board  of  Health. 
The  State  authorized  the  city  to  create  a  Board  of 
Health,  or  health  officers,  or  to  appoint  either 
branch  a  Board  of  Health,  or  to  make  a  joint 
committee  or  Board  of  Health.  We  establi-lied  an 
independent,  separate  board,  and  immediately 
after  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  proceeded  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  a  smallpox  hospital, 
and  undertook  to  pass  votes  with  respect  to  the 
purchase  of  lands  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  the 
midst  of  that  matter  attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that,  after  a  Board  of  Health  has  been  estab- 
lished, you  cannot  control  it,  and  have  no  arthor- 
ity  over  it  at  all.  Although  you  could  establish  it 
or  not  as  you  thought  tit,  at  your  own  dis- 
cretion, giVe  your  own  Board  authority 
or  both  boards  authority,  yet  the  moment 
you  established  an  independent  board  as  a  Board 
of  Health,  that  moment  they  could  do  as  they 
wished;  and  so  they  did,  and  established  the  Mar- 
cella-street  Hospital  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
citizens  and  behests  of  the  Board  that  first  created 
them,  because  its  power  was  then  gone.  Now, 
then,  with  reference  to  this  orduiance.  We  de- 
sire to  make  it  so  that  the  power  shall  be  vested 
in  the  city,  and  so  that  we  shall  have  the  righ*:  of 
revision  and  control.  But  we  certainly  could  not 
revise  and  control  with  regard  to  the  water  rates, 
and  whether  we  could  as  regards  the  other  mat- 
ters is  what  you  have  to  run  the  risk  of.  If  you 
establish  the  board,  and  they  have  the  power,  it  is 
gone  from  you,  and  you  never  can  call  it  back.  It 
may  not  be  so,  but  you  run  that  risk,  and  you  run 
it  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  these  decisions  to  which 
I  have  referred  and  of  the  knowledge  which  you 
now  have  from  actual  practice,  and  it  is  a  iisk 
which  no  legal  gentleman  here  would  run  with 
reference  to  any  S500  piece  of  property.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  tliis,  as  it  seems  to  me,  settles  this 
matter.  It  would  be  a  very  important  question  if 
it  was  all  that  we  could  do,  but  is  there  anything 
here  to  tempt  any  member  who  has  any  regard 
for  the  City  Goveruraent  to  which  he  belongs,  to 
vote  in  favor  of  such  a  measure  when  you  have 
got  the  authority  to  deal  with  the  thing  just  as 
you  want  to  deal  with  it,  already,  if  you 
could  not  do  anything  else,  if  we  could  have'  no 
water  without  doing  this,  then  as  a  matter  of 
of  discretion  it  might  be  well  for  us  to  do  it,  and 
we  might  feel  that  we  wanted  water  so  nmch  that 
we  must  do  it.  But,  Mr.  Piesident,  is  there  any 
necessity  for  it  ?  And  here  I  propose  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Healy  on  this  ques- 
tion contained  in  the  latter  part  of  that  document. 
He  says,  "To  your  inquiry  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
continuing  the  Mystic  Water  Board  with  its  pres- 
ent powers,  I  answer  that  there  is  no  legal  objec- 
tion to  so  doing.  The  act  annexing  Charlestown 
to  Boston  provides  that  this  board  'sh^U  be  con- 
tinued a  separate  organization  under  the  direction 
of  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  until  the  said  City 
Council  shall  determine  to  unite  H  with  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board  of  Boston.'  If  it  be  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  Mystic  Water  Board  as  a 
separate  organization,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
to  elect  members  thereof  in  place  of  those  whose 
terms  of  office  have  expired  or  may  expire,  I  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  an  ordinance  pioviding 
for  such  election." 

Now,  then,  we  have  got  all  the  authority  that 
we  need,  and  got  it  without  running  any  risk,  and, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  that  settles  the  thing.  Com- 
plaint is  made  of  the  present  Cochituate 
Water  Board.  Well,  now,  the  only  objec- 
tion to  the  present  Cochituate  Water  Board 
is  that  they  have  tumbled  head  and  heels  into  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme,  and  yet  it  is  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme  for  which  they  want  to  get  a  new 
board.  I  suppose  they  think  if  they  get  a  new 
board  they  will  get  a  little  deeper  in.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  look  at  this  matter  without  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  whoever  drew  that  act,  after  they 
had  got  everything  in  that  the  order  provided  for, 
proceeded  to  say  to  themselves,  "Now,  then,  how 


can  we  get  something  on  the  sly?  How  can 
we  get  something  by  cheating  the  City  Gov- 
ernment  out  of  some  of  its  powers?"  because 
they  had  done  everything  that  the  order  pro- 
vided for,  and  yet  they  vrent  deliberately  ami  put 
in  something  further."  They  did  not  get  the  power 
for  the  City  Government  to  deal  as  the  City  Gov- 
ernment thought  tit,  but  to  deal  with  it  as  the  City 
Government  should  not  see  fit.  Now,  then,  Mr. 
President,  rhere  is  just  one  thing  that  1  propose 
to  call  attention  to!  I  do  not  care  to  follow  my 
learned  friend  into  the  Sudbury  scheme  but  a 
little,  but  I  desire  to  call  a'vtention  to  one  thing, 
which  seems  to  show  what  a  terrible  thing  it 
would  be  if  we  were  to  get  ourselves  into  the  same 
trap  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  caught  in 
when  tney  appointed  the  Boartl  of  Health.  How 
should  we  feel  if  we  established  this  board  and 
then  found  we  had  no  authority  to  do  anything 
with  regard  to  it?  Change  the  ordinance,  it  is 
said.  Change  the  ordinance?  Why,  Mr.  President, 
my  learned  brother,  although  he  is  so  skilful  as  a 
merchant,  yet  does  not  comprehend — and  there- 
fore he  should  not  be  so  ready  to  pass  iiis  opinion 
upon  it — where  we  should  "be  by  the  time  the 
ordinance  was  changed ;  because  all  they  have  to 
do  is  to  file  the  taking  in  the  Regi-try  of  Deeds, 
and  your  jiower  is  aoiie  forever.  Goiie  forever! 
and  all  the  watcs  of  Sudbury  River  would  have 
to  to  be  paid  for  where  they  come  over  the  dam 
at  West  Billerica,  at  Whipple's  Mills,  at  Massaic 
Falls,  at  Middlesex  Mills  and  at  Lawrence. 

You  would  have  to  ]5ay  for  the  water  five 
times  over,  and  you  have  got  to  do  that  as 
was  illustrated  by  Mr.  Arlams,  and  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Warren,  whilst  you  say  nothing  of  the  Mystic 
and  nothing  of  the'  Shaw'sheen,  and  whilst  you 
have  all  you  need  if  you  undertake  simply  to  be 
economical  in  tne  present  Cochituate  Lake.  Why, 
Mr.  President,  I  took  some  figures  as  to  that,  and 
they  are  these :  The  last  report  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  shows  that  during  the  year  1873 
there  ran  to  w;iste  over  the  waste  ways  2,917,- 
977,000  gallons  of  water,  and  that  would 
be,  within  a  few  gallons,  a  loss  of  8,000,000 
gallons  per  dav.  They  then  found,  sir,  that 
out  of  18,000,000  gallons  that  came  through 
the  pipes  into  the  Chestnut  HiU  Reservoir  one- 
third  was  wasted  and  could  be  stopped  as  well 
as  not;  that  14,000,C00  gallons  were  wasteti  in 
1873  and  only  12,000,000  put  to  any  useful  pur- 
pose. Now,  '  then,  what  are  you'  go'ng  to  do 
under  such  circumstances?  Are  you  going 
to  waste  one-half  of  Cochituate  Lake? 
My  friend  [Mr.  Denny]  suggests  that  during 
seven  months  of  the  year  not  a  drop  runs 
over,  and  that  is  true,  but  the  gentlemen 
proceed  here  to  show  that  it  could  all  be 
utilized,  if  you  could  build  reservoirs  to  bridge 
over  that  five  mouths  of  the  year.  Well,  then,  are 
you  going  to  lose  all  this  water  to  go  over  to  Sud- 
bury River  and  build  a  conduit  and  works  at  a 
cost  of  )ji;il,000,000?  What  a  strange,  what  a  wild 
piece  of  conduct  this  would  be  !  And  is  not  this 
Council  able' to  take  hold  of  this  question  of  wast- 
ing water?  I  know  this  Council  will,  and  now  is 
the  time  to  do  it,  and  we  will  authorize  a  board  to 
do  it,  'out  we  want  to  keep  the  management  of  our 
own  affairs  and  do  not  want  to  be  cheated  out  of 
them  by  any  gentlemen  whom  we  may  appoint  to 
do  a  particular  acu  for  us. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  there  is  really  no  question 
here  about  it.  Can  any  gentleman,  for  a  moment, 
advocate  the  running  of  a  risk  such  as  this  where 
there  is  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  it  at  all ; 
when  you  have  '^ot  authority  without  this  act  to 
appoint  your  agent  to  do  with  this  matter  as  you 
think  fit?  This  act  was  a  troublesome  act;  "the 
gentleman  from  Ward  IG  was  very  eager  to  have 
it  brought  forward.  The  committee  examined  it 
with  a  good  deal  of  care,  but  with  all  the  exam- 
ination that  was  made  I  do  not  think  that  at  that 
time  we  got  fully  to  the  bottom  of  it.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  pass  upon  the  one  question  here, 
because  you  have  good  authority  to  doubt  and 
there  is  no  need  of  running  risk. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Mr.  President,  when 
this  subject  was  before  the  Committee  on  Water, 
it  was  understood  by  that  committee  that  the  new 
Water  Board  was  to  have  no  more  power  than  the 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  boards,  with  the  exception 
of  regulating  the  price  of  water,  etc.  We  sup- 
posed also  that  we  could  by  ordinance  limit  the 
power  of  the  board  and  not  confer  upon  it  the 
full  power  of  the  legislative  act.  These  were  the 
views  enteitained  by  the  committee.  Now  it 
appears  from  good  'reliable  authority  that  we 
cannot    limit    the    powers    of    this    act.      If   it 


444 


COMMON       OOU  ISrC  I  L 


cannot  be  liniltcMl  by  ordinance,  then  the  Bos- 
ton Water  ISoard  will  have  all  the  power  vested  in 
the  eity  of  Boston  or  City  Council,  trranted  under 
the  provisions  ot  the  act  of  1874.  The  most  objec- 
tionable part  of  this  act,  to  nie,  is  where  it  speaks 
of  the  duties  of  the  Water  JJoard:  "And  is  also 
empoii'i'rcd  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  doinfj  any  or  all  thinfis  which  the  city  is 
now  anthonzed  to  do."    Then,  Mr.  rresident,  it 

f:oes  on  and  details  what  this  agency  is.  It  > ays 
hat  "ii' doing  any  f  r  all  things  which  the  city  is 
now  autliorized  to  do  in  relation  to  the  taking  of 
lands,  water  rights  and  other  property,  and  es- 
tablishment and  maintenance  of  works  and  appli- 
ances for  supplying;  the  city  of  JJoston  or  other 
cities  and  towns  with  pure  water."  That,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident,is  what  the  city  of  Boston  now  have  authority 
to  do,  and  if  we  confer  that  right  upon  the  Water 
Board,  ':h<-y  will  have  all  the  power  that  the  City 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  now  have.  We  can- 
not afford  to  run  so  great  a  risk  where  there  is  so 
much  room  for  doubt.  The  able  authority  which 
has  been  in-oduced  in  opposition  to  that  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  would  warrant  the  Water  15oard  in 
takuig  action  adversely  to  his  opinion.  Tliey 
could  go  on  and  take  lands,  settle  water 
rights,  etc.,  as  defined  in  the  agency  clause, 
The  Butler  and  Paine  decision  would  clothe  them 
with  ample  authority  to  e,o  on  and  exercise  all  the 
powers  conferred  upon  the  city  of  Boston  or  City 
Council,  and  they  could  fall  back  on  tho-iC  de- 
cisions for  their  own  protection.  I  contend  that 
we  have  no  right  to  delegate  to  any  commission 
the  full  power  vested  in  tlie  City  Council,  for  this 
is  the  power  that  belongs  to  the  people,  and  it  is 
sacredly  intrusted  to  our  hands  to  guard  and  i)ro- 
tect.  1  hope  this  whole  matter  will  be  deferred 
until  the  act  may  be  amended,  and  the  objection- 
able feature  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  think  this  matter  has 
been  fully  discussed,  and  as  there  is  a  veiy  full 
Council,  i  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  ordered.  The  subject  has  not 
been  debated  very  fully,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  put  this  matter  through  when  only  one 
side  has  been  heard.  There  are  gentlemen  here 
who  would  like  to  be  heard  on  the  other  side,  and 
I,  for  one,  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
the  question  before  a  vote  is  taken.  I  have  lis- 
tened to  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  which  he  has  presented  so  ably,  and  it  would 
not  be  fair  to  take  a  vote  before  he  has  been 
answered. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  not  prevail.  One  side  has  been  ably  pre- 
sented and  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  other 
side. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7—1  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail  because  the  other  side,  particularly  the 
gentlemen  from  Wards  15  and  16,  were  very  anx- 
ious to  force  the  matter  to  a  vote  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. 

M:r.  West  of  Ward  16—1  said  last  Thursday  even- 
ing that  I  was  not  desirous  of  taking  a  vote  then. 

Mr.  Putnam— The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
certainly  mistaken  in  his  reference  to  me. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— If  I  remember  rightly  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16  quoted  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean]  as  in  favor  of  this  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  did  say  that  I  thought 
he  would  favor  the  ordinance  because  sundry 
clauses  were  put  in  at  his  suggestion ;  and  I  also 
said  that  I  would  not  press  the  question  to  a  vote. 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  declared  ordered. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 '  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sustain- 
ed. The  Council  then  divided  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered— 35  for,  32  against— and  the  (lues- 
tion  was  then  on  the  ))assage  of  the  ordinance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  the  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  was  rejected— yeas  31,  nays  38,  as 
follows : 

Yeas- Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Crocker,  Cudworth,  Davis,  Denny,  fioldthwait, 
Harrington,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Leach,  Loring, 
Minot,  Morse,  Page,  Peabody.  Pease,  Perkins, 
Powers,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sweerser,  Thacher, 
Train,  West,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  AVilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 31. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bent,  Bleiler, 
Boardman.  Brown,  Burgess,  Butler,  Cawley,  Col- 
lins, Crowley,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Day,  Dean,  Flat- 
ley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hiue,  Jennings,  Kim- 


ball, Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Mooaey, 
Noyes,  Pray,  Shaw,  Siblev,  Smith,  Sweat,  Wa'l- 
blidge,  Warren,  Weston,  Whiston,  Woodward— 3«. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Fuller,  Sprague— 4. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  l$rackett  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  lay  that 
mo^^ion  upon  the  table.  My  object  in  doing"  this  is 
that  if  this  motion  prevails  tlie  subject  will  go 
over  to  the  fall  an<l  give  g(;ntleineu  tiun;  to  con- 
ider  it.  A  iiiauber  of  those  who  have  bee  n  prom- 
inent in  opposing  this  ordinance  have  often  re- 
flected upon  tnis  method  of  proi^edure  with  con- 
siderable severity.  1  think  they  ought  not  to  press 
a  reconsideration  tonight,  but  consent  to  let  it  go 
over  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  after  the 
vacation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7^1  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  will  not  prevad.  Every  one  knows 
how  the  gentleman  from  AVard  10  voted.  1  hope 
we  shall  ilecide  it  tonight.  It  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, every  member  has  made  up  his  mind,  and 
I  think  it  has  been  decided  fairly. 

JVlr.  Brackett  o'  Ward  10— I  think  this  matter 
has  not  been  fully  discussed.  The  oi)position 
have  cut  off  discussion  by  moving  the  previous 
question.  At  the  last  meeting,  I  voted  to  post- 
pone this  matter,  partly  out  of  courtesy  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the 
part  of  this  branch ;  he  has  discussed  it  this  even- 
ing, and  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time,  but 
when  gentlemen  desire  to  speak  in  favor  of  the 
ordinance  the  opposition  have  cut  off  debate  by 
moving  the  previous  <iuestion. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  1  trust  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  will  prevail.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  that  has  come  before  the 
City  Council,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
remarks,  all  discussion  on  the  opposite  side  has 
been  prematurely  cut  off.  In  ordinary  parliament- 
ai-y  rules  that  would  not  be  considered  fair  play. 
The  opposition  were  granted  a  delay  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  it  would  certainly  be  nothing  but 
common  courtesy  to  give  the  whole  Council  time 
to  reconsider  this  matter,  as  no  harm  can  come 
from  laying  it  ui)on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  think  it  is  perfectly  un- 
fair to  have  moved  the  previous  question  this 
evening.  Certainly  the  opposition  cannot  accuse 
the  committee  of  trying  to  force  anything.  When 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  sent  me  a  commu- 
nication last  Thursday  that  he  could  not  be  here, 
I  spoke  to  several  gentlemen  and  requested  them 
to  favor  a  postponement  till  this  evening,  and  I 
think  it-is  very  unfair  now  to  try  to  choke' off  dis- 
cussion. It  looks  as  if  the  oppcJsition  were  afraid 
gentlemen  might  change  their  minds  before  next 
fall. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — I  move  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12 — I  would  suggest  whether 
all  that  they  desire  to  arrive  at  cannot  be  done  by 
the  passage  of  an  order  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
and  propose  to  offer  if  this  ordinance  "is  de- 
feated : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
report  an  ordinance  reducing  the  number  of  the 
Cochituute  Water  Board  to  three  members." 

The  passage  of  such  an  order,  it  seems  to  me, 
would  accomplish  everything  that  is  needed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  understand  that  there 
is  a  vital  difference  between  any  such  order  as 
has  been  suggested  and  the  ordinance  before  us 
tonight.  After  the  subject  was  post]>oned  last 
Thursday  evening,  at  the  request  of  the  gentle- 
man from  AA^ard  12,  I  think  it  is  hardly  fair  that 
as  soon  as  that  gentleman  has  got  through  his 
speech,  when  no  time  for  a  reply  has  been  allowed 
for  the  opposition,  to  nios-e  tue  previous  question ; 
and  it  would  be  still  more  unfair  not  to  allow  the 
consideration  of  this  matter  until  fall. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7— It  is  just  as  much  fair 
play  as  it  was  for  the  other  side  to  try  to  force  a 
vote  at  the  last  meeting.  The  gentleman  from 
AVard  9  hoped  we  should  discuss  it,  and  (lid  at- 
tempt to  force  a  vote  upon  it  then. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  AVard  6— Two  wrongs  do  not 
make  a  right.  If  the  geiitlemen  who  favored  the 
measure  tlid  wrong  at  the  la^-t  meeting,  it  is  cer- 
tainly no  good  reason  why  those  who  voted 
against  it  should  do  wrong.  "  1  was  one  of  those 
who  voted  again -t  the  ordinance,  but  I  am  cer- 
tainly in  f.avor  of  granting  fair  play,  and  I  do  not 
like  to  choke  oft'  those  who  are  in  the  minority.  I 
hope  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Denny  of  AVard   9 — The    gentleman   from 


JULY       16.       1874t. 


445 


Ward  7  attempted  to  quote  me  correctly,  but  he  is 
mistaken.  I  objected  to  a  iiostponement  of  the 
consideration  oif  the  question  at  the  last  meeting 
because  I  thought  we  were  abundantly  able  to 
discuss  it  without  the  presence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  and  I  hoped  that  if  we  came  to 
a  conclusion  we  should  vote  upon  it ;  but  I  never 
proposed  to  vote  upon  it  without  discussion;  I 
objected  to  a  jiostponement  of  the  discussion,  but 
not  the  vote.  I  entirely  coincide  with  what  has 
been  said.  It  was  postponed  from  the  last  meet- 
ing at  the  request  of  the  gentlem^m  from  Ward 
12,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  to  speak,  arid  then 
those  coinciding  with  hnn,  in  opposition  to  the 
ordinance,  press  it  to  a  vote.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  ever  knew  a  parallel  case  with  this  where  the 
opponeut-  of  a  bill,  after  having  presented  their 
views,  have  shut  oif  debate. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— When  the  ordinance  to 
establish  a  Fire  Commission  was  under  discussion 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  was  one  of  those  who 
forced  it  to  a  vote  by  the  previous  question.  He 
took  the  same  course  then  that  I  have  taken  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— That  question  had  been 
discussed  three  months  before  I  took  that  action, 
and  then  it  was  only  after  every  parliamentary 
step  possi  ble  had  been  taken  by  the  opposition  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  ortlinance. 

The  ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table— yeas  48, 
nays  21,ias  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Boardr^an,  Brack- 
ett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Crocker,  Cudwoith,  Cush- 
man,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Denny,  Gold- 
thvvait,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Hunnewell,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Loring,  McCarty,  Minot,  Morse, 
Noyes,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins,  Powers, 
Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sweat, 
Swe'etser,  Tha.cher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
West,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  WiU- 
cutt.  Woods— 48. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bent,  BleUer, 
Brown,  Butler,  Cavvley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Flatley 
Flynn,  Gordon,  Hiue,  Jennings,  Long,  Martin 
Moley,  Mooney,  Shaw,  Weston,  woodward — 21. 

RECONSIDERATION  REFUSED. 

The  President  stated  that  when  the  Council  ad- 
journed at  the  last  meeting  a  motion  to  reconsid- 
er, made  by  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  was  pending, 
which  properly  comes  under  the  head  of  uuliu- 
ished  business.  In  parliamentary  law,  a  matter 
pending  at  adjournment  falls,  but  legislative  bod- 
ies generally  have  a  rule  that  unttuished  business 
shall  have  precedence  in  the  oi  vlers  of  the  next 
day.  The  rule  established  in  this  Council  by 
long  practice  is  that  such  matters  are  placed  un- 
der unfinished  business,  and  the  motion  was  in 
order  then  to  be  taken  up  in  the  usual  way. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Martin 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  order  to  pur- 
chase a  lot  of  James  F.  Marston  for  a  schoolhouse 
in  the  Lawrence  District  was  passed. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  advocated  the  motion, 
and  read  extracts  from  letters  from  R.  J.  Feneley 
and  C.  A.  Connor  stating  that  the  lot  proposed  was 
in  an  unsuitable  location.  The  people  in  that  vi- 
cinity favored  another  site  and  they  desired  the 
matter  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction.  He  thought  they  had  a  better  and 
cheaper  lot  in  view. 

Mr!  West  of  Ward  16  had  made  some  inquiries 
in  regard  to  the  site  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Crowleyj.  The  price  was  $2  a 
foot,  and  its  assessed  value  eighty  cents,  while 
piles  would  have  to  be  driven  for  the  foundation. 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  reconsideration 
would  not  prevail.  He  compared  the  two  sites 
and  said  the  residents  of  the  district  strongly  fa- 
vored the  Marston  lot.  They  had  been  trying  to 
get  siich  a  schoolhouse  there  for  several'  years, 
and  this  was  the  first  time  they  had  succeeded  iir 
getting  a  site  selected.  Some  gentlemen  had 
been  getting  persons  to  sign  petitions  against  the 
M:irston  lot  who  did  not  live  in  the  ward. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  reconsideration 
would  prevail,  that  the  remonstrants  might  be 
heard,  if  for  no  other  reason.  He  sent  a  petition 
to  the  Chair  to  be  read,  siened  by  J.  Southerland 
and  others,  strongly  ojiposing  the  Marston  lot. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7  could  not  agree  with  what 
Messrs.  Crowley  and  ISiartin  had  said ;  the  lot  se- 
lected was  far  i)referable  to  the  one  named  by 
them;  those  living  in  the  neighborhood  whose 
children  are  likely  to  attend  school  there  are  In 
favor  of  the  Marston  lot ;  the  selection  of  the  site 
proposed  by  his  colleagues  would  be  a  great  incon- 
venience to  the  residents.    This  attempt  to  undo 


the  doings  of  the  committee  was,  in  his  opinion, 
an  outrage  upon  the  citizens,  and  he  felt  that  he 
must  iu  some  way  express  his  contempt  for  such 
action. 

Mr.  Martin  denied  that  he  had  advocated  any 
site,  but  he  believed  they  had  a  site  in  view 
which,  all  things  considered,  was  much  better  and 
cheaper.  He  did  not  believe  the  people  in  that 
neighborhood  favored  the  Marston  lot,  and  there 
would  be  no  question  about  it  if  they  could  go  be- 
fore the  committee  and  state  their  case. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  previous  question ;  it  was 
ordered,  and  the  reconsideration  was  lost. 

THE  VACATION. 

Mr.  Xoyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  when  :he  Coun- 
cil adjourn  it  oe  to  the  first  Thursday  in  Septem- 
ber. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  the  time 
was  made  the  second  Thursday  in  September,  and 
the  motion  was  carried. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
$1000  for  team  work  for  Common,  etc.    Passed. 

Oi  der  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
not  exceeding  $1200  for  improving  lUackstone  and 
Franklin  squares.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding .-52200  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason 
work  and  painting  for  Common,  etc.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
not  exceeding  $800  for  the  purcnase  of  sods  for 
Common,  etc.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  .^194,000  for  the  widening  of 
Beach  street,  and  to  be  called  "Street  Improve- 
ment Loan,  Beach  street."  Passed— yeas  56,  nays  0. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $.57,000  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  heretofore  borrowed  as  the  "Street  Im- 
provement Loan,  Bfach  street."  Passed— yeas  54, 
navs  0. 

Order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  .$5200  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Primary 
Schoolhouses,  East  Boston.  Passed— yeas  54, 
nays  0. 

Orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  "Home  for 
the  Poor"  on  the  "Austin  Farm,"  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  $385,000;  and  requesting  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  report  an  order  providing  the 
means.    Passed— yeas  51,  nays  0. 

PUBLIC  URINALS. 

The  following  communication  was  received 
from  the  Board  of  Health : 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  Board  of 
Health  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  public  urinals.  This  was 
granted  April  16,  and  on  April  27  we  petitioned 
the  City  Council  for  permission  to  locate  these 
urinals  in  certain  places.  The  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  on  Paving  and  Health, 
and  on  May  14  the  Board  of  Health  was  notified 
and  heard  by  said  committees,  since  which  time 
we  have  waited,  amid  much  complaint  from  citi- 
zens and  others,  for  the  permission  a'^ked  for. 
On  Jvne  11,  an  order  of  inquirj'  was  introduced  in 
the  Common  Council  asking  what  the  Board  of 
Health  had  done  or  was  doing  to  erect  public  uri- 
nals. This  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
■  on  Health,  which  committee,  on  application  to 
this  board,  was  furnished  with  the  information 
here  given.  The  Board  of  Health  has  been  ready 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  urinals  since  April 
27,  and  only  awaits  the  permission  of  the  City 
Council.  The  importance  of  the  case,  the  just  de- 
mand of  the  public,  and  the  constant  inquiry  of 
members  of  the  Citj'  Council  and  of  impatient 
citizens,  would  seem  to  justify  the  board  in  thus 
renewing  our  petition  of  April  27;  and  we  respect- 
fully ask  that  immediate  action  may  be  taken  by 
the  City  Council,  and  that  the  Board  of  Health 
may  be  permitted  to  commence  the  work  at  once. 
A.  W.  BoARDMAN,  Chairman. 

The  President— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 thought  that,  in  view  of  the 
facts  stated,  some  action  should  be  taken.  He 
would  be  <rlad  to  hear  from  the  Committee  on 
Health  and  Paving.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Committee  on  Paving  are  guilty  of  a  dereliction 
of  duty;  he  would  not  say  that  it  was,  but  he 
would  call  upon  the  Chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  He  hardly  knew  how  to  reach  the  mat- 
ter, but  it  IS  a  matter  that  needs  attention,  and  he 
was  astonished  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  had 
not  attended  to  this  duty.  He  had  heard  com- 
plaint-, but  never  knew  tne  cause  of  the  delay  be- 
fore. He  hoped  some  gentleman  who  understood 
parliamentary  law  better  than  he  does,  would  of- 
fer some  order  that  would  meet  the  case. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  said  the  Committee  on 
Tavint;  on  tlie  part  of  the  (\)uncil  only  met  once  a 
year,  and  never  know  \vliat  is  {ioing;  on.  it  seem- 
ed to  liini  to  1)6  a  combination  of  the  I'avinji'  Com- 
mittee against  the  Hoard  of  Health.  He  moved 
that  the  communication  he  sent  iii). 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG  said  he  could  not  resist  the 
temjitation  to  say  that  this  was  an  illustration  of 
the  difTeren<'e  between  a  commission  and  a  com- 
mittee. One  is  a  small  compact  body  and  does  its 
workup;  the  other  is  scattered  all  "over  the  city. 
It  if  a  small  matter. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  thatwas  entirely  true, 
and  it  would  be  well  enoufi;!!  if  commissions  were 
kei)t  ar  the  small  matters. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  the  matter  was  before 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  and  the  (juestion 
arose  as  to  where  the  urinals  should  be  loi'ated, 
when  it  was  .stated  by  the  chairman  that  that  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Mr.  Denny  said  the  matter  now  lies  bctueen  the 
Committee  on  Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Itoard  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Board  of  Health,  and  it  appears 
that  tiie  commission  are  already  at  work,  while 
the  couimittee  delays  the  matter,  and  nothing-  is 
done. 

The  communication  was  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Thomas 
McDonough  to  be  con)i)ensate(l  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  on  Dover-street  Bridge.  Referre(i  to 
Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Cavvley  of  Ward  2— Petition  of  B,  J, 
Bari-y  as  follows: 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his 
associates,  chartered  by  the  j)resent  Legislature 
of  this  Commonweiilth  as  the  "P'lax  Pond  Water 
Company,"  with  power  to  ''contract  with  cities 
and  towns  to  supply  the  same  with  pure  water 
upon  such  terms  as  inay  lie  mutually  agreeil  up- 
on" from  the  "water  of  Flax,  Sluice  and  Cedar 
ponds  in  Lynn  and  Nell's  Pond  in  the  town  of 
Lynntield,"  resiiectfully  recjuests  that  the  city  of 
Boston  would  examine  into  the  sources  of  water 
supply  thus  giaiited  to  this  company,  as  regards 
the  pvirity  of  the  water,  quantity  that  can  be  fur- 
nished, etc.,  believing  that  East  Boston  can  now 
be  supidied  with  water  of  exceptional  purity,  free 
from  sources  of  contamination,  under  so  great  a 
pressure  as  to  make  it  very  valuable  for  fire  pur- 
poses and  at  a  price  Ijelow  what  itisnowi)aying,as 
to  make  the  sul)ject  well  worthy  of  close  examina- 
tion and  consideration,  and  asks  for  a  hearing  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Water. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

REPORTS  01^  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14.  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Company  D,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M. — Report  recommending  the  jiassage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Comndttee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  excee<ling  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  in  repairing  and 
fitting  up  the  armorv  occupied  bv  Company  D, 
Fifth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  Winthrop  street, 
Charlotown  ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  Cap- 
tain T.  L.  Harlow,  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars,  to 
reimburse  him  for  amount  of  rent  paid  for  the  use 
of  Athenanun  Hall,  Ward  IC,  as  a  temporary  armo- 
ry for  said  company. 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  exitend  an  ailditional  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dolh'.rs,  in  fitting  up  the 
armorv  occupied  bv  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M..  at  the  corner  of  Harvard 
and  VVaslii'iigton  s!;rects;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  apiiropriation  for  Armories. 

Severally  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,i  on  metion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 
and  passed— yeas  .W,  nays  0. 

By  Mr.  Wc-t  of  Ward  Ifi,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  re<iuest  ot  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
recommeu'ling  that  an  apjiropriation  of  ."ytiOOO  be 
made  to  cnalde  them  to  build  a  new  receiving 
tomb— Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order; 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  cf  Account-*  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriatioi  for  Mt.  Hot>c 
Cemetery  the  sum  of  .i?lO00,  for  the  imrnose  of  de- 
fraying the  cost  of  building  a  receiving-  tomb. 

k'ead  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 


motion  of  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8,  and  passed — 
yeas  52,  nays  0. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  IC,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instriu-tion,  to  whom  was  referred  a  re- 
quest of  tho  School  Committee— Kejiort  recom- 
mcTiding  the  iiassage  of  the  accomjjanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pur- 
chase as  a  site  for  a  priinai-y  schoolhouse  in  the 
Gibson  District,  a  lot  of  lainl  belonging  to  Cyrus 
A.  I'age  on  the  corner  of  Thetford  avenue  and 
Evans  street,  containing  twenty-nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  square  feet,  more  or  less,  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding  §0000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation already  made  tor  the  ))urehaseof  said  site. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
passed. 

By  Mr.  Cudworth  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Committee 
on  East  Boston  Ferries,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  that  all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  city  he 
allowed  to  i>ass  over  the  ferries  free  of  toll  on 
giving  satisfactory  proof  to  the  toll  gatherer  that 
they  are  in  said  employ— Report  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dean  moved  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  hoped  the  order  -would  be 
passed.  An  order  had  been  j>assed  giving  police- 
men the  right  to  pass  free,  and  a  majority  of  the 
committee  thought  that  other  departments  should 
have  the  «ame  right. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  AVard  10  did  not  agree  with  the 
majority  of  the  conimittee,  and  hoped  the  motion 
to  lay  "on  the  table  would  prevail.  The  subject 
would  create  difficulty,  besides  it  was  taking  re- 
ceipts from  one  department  and  giving  them  to 
another,  whereas  all  the  departments  should 
stand  on  the  same  basis,  and  each  on  its  own 
merits.  It  would  be  ditficult  to  distinguish  who 
were  and  -who  were  not  employes  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  hoped  the  motion"  to  lay 
on  the  table  would  ))revail;  the  order  in  relation 
to  policemen  provided  that  they  should  be  in  uni- 
form, and  there  was  a  reason  for  passing  police- 
men which  will  not  apply  to  other  employes. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  hoped  the  order  wotild  pass. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  thought  that  so  long  as 
the  contingent  funds  held  out  they  might  distin- 
guish employes  of  the  city  by  giving  each  one  a 
gold  batlge. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table— 29  for,  18 
against. 

ORCHARD  PARK. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  consider  the  expediency  of  pur- 
chasing certain  adjoininsr  estates  to  '"Orchard 
park,"  for  the  purjiose  of  improving  said  park ; 
the  cost  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserved 
Fund. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  Subsequently  that 
vote  was  reconsidered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5,  and  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  laid  over. 

Mr.  Beal  of  AS^ard  16  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion consider  the  expediency  of  the  establishment 
of  a  free  school  for  the  instruction  of  boys  in  nav- 
igation, seamanship,  marine  engineering,  and  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  proper  construction, 
equijiment  and  sailing  of  vessels,  and  that  they 
make  inquiry  of  the  naval  authorities  at  this  port 
what  codpei'tion  may  be  had  from  the  United 
States  Government  toward  the  same,  and  report 
on  the  subject  on  or  before  the  first  of  October 
next. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

OBSTRUCTIONS   IN  DOCK  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  that  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  keep  the  sticet  crossings  in  Dock  square  and 
the  vicinity  of  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Market, 
free  from  obstructions  to  public  travel." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  the  order  was  sent  up. 
Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  during  the  recess  of  the  Common 
Council  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to  per- 
mit the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  of  larger  di- 
mensions than  those  authorized  by  the  ordinance 
upon    such   terms    and  conditions    as    they  may 
deem  advisable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  Council 
adjourned  to  the  second  Thursday  in  September 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    30,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  toxir  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  (lark,  Cliainnan,  presiding. 

COMMISSIONERS  APPOIXTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
stating  that  in  compliance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  the  order  passed  June  IG,  he  has  appoint- 
ed the  following-named  persons  a  commission  to 
examine  antl  report  upon  the  comparative  desira- 
bility, on  sanitary  grounds,  of  the  Sudbury.  Mys- 
tic, Shawsheen  and  Charles  River  waters:  Charles 
W.  Swan,  M.  D.,  Edward  S.  Wood,  M.  D.,  and 
Henry  1'.  Bowditch,  M.  D. 

The  communication  was  sent  down. 

EXECUTIVE  KOMIXATIOXS  CONFIKMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— John  McNulty,  West 
Boston  Bridge ;  O.  P.  Knowles,  Hawley,  Summer 
and  Arch  streets  ;  Atwood  D.  Holbrook,  Addison 
(iage  &  Co.'s  wharf,  Chailestown ;  Peter  Durnan, 
Northampton-street  District . 

ORDEKS  OF  NOTICE  CO>SIDERED. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearings  on  petition  of 
Getchell  and  EUh  idgo,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engine  in  rear  of  Cambridge  street,  Charles- 
town,  and  the  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  common  sewers  in  Har- 
rison avenue,  between  Perry  and  Bristol  streets, 
and  in  Linwood  street,  near  Lewis  park,  were  con- 
sidered, and  no  objections  being  ofi'ered  the  pe- 
titons  and  orders  were  recommitted,  the  first  one 
to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  and  the  last 
two  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Counti/  Buildings.  Au- 
gustus Russ  et  al.,  that  a  site  for  the  new  Court 
House  be  selected  on  the  square  bounded  by  Bea- 
con, Bowdoiu  and  Somerset  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seircrs.  Frank  J.  Downes 
et  ah,  for  a  sewer  in  Albany  street  from  Newton 
to  Stoughton  street. 

To  the  Commttttee  on  Public  Lands.  Complaint 
of  Franklin  Hopkins,  for  trespass  by  the  city  on 
his  property  on  Medtord  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  George  W.  Little 
ef  o/.,  that  Union  street,  Chailestown,  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks  from  City  square  to  Craft's 
corner.  ,^.        ,        ^      ^ 

Benjamin  W.  Parker  et  al.,  that  Kingston  street 
be  put  in  order. 

Franklin  Snow  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Atlantic  ave- 
nue be  sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Jacob  Knagg,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggles  street.  .  ,    ^  , , 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  i^art  of  the 
Board.  Frederick  L.  Smith, for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  ten  horses  at  135  Maverick 
street.  .  ,    ^ 

T.  M.  Snell,  remonstrance  aaamst  proposed  sta- 
ble by  M.  Williams  on  Eliot  street  and  Van  Rens- 
selaer place. 

William  Hamblin  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
erection  of  stable  on  Decatur  street,  Ward  1,  on 
land  of  Sumner  heirs. 

Benjamin  Foxwell,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Parker  street,  rear  of  No. 

eel. 

p.  p.  Boynton,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  three  horses  on  North  Harvari  stieet, 
Ward  19  (change  of  location). 

H.  M.  Litchfield  ct  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  on  Decatur  street,  "\\  ard  1,  by 
John  Elms. 

John  G.  Day,  for  permission  to  erect  a  stable  for 
one  horse  on  "School  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Michael  Joyce,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Franklin  court, 
Ward  IC. 

Peter  Schneider  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  lo- 
cation of  stable  at  65  Bolton  street,  by  Byam 
Brothers.  .  , 

Calvin  A.  Richards,  for  leave  to  occuiiy  a  brick 
stable  for  106  horses  on  corner  of  Northampton 
and  Reed  streets. 

John  L.  Wilev,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Medford  street,  rear  of 
383. 


VENTILATION   OF  CITY   HALL. 

The  report.with  orders  to  ventilate  the  City  Hall 
upon  the  "fJouge  system,"  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  $10,000,  the  means  to  be  provided  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  were  taken  up  under  the 
head  of  unfinished  business. 

Alderman  I^ower  moved  that  the  orders  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  that  matter 
should  not  be  disposed  of  so  summarily,  but  I 
hope  it  wil]  be  laid  upon  the  table.  It  is  too  im- 
jiortant  to  be  jiassed  over  without  a  fair  consider- 
ation. Citv  Hall  certainly  needs  better  ventila- 
tion, and  if  there  is  a  plan  for  ventilating  for  SIOOO 
or  !ttil500  it  should  be  done.  A  gentleman 
in  this  city,  who  has  a  plan,  tells  me  it 
can  be  done  for  $1000,  and  I  think  the 
committee  should  consider  it,  but  I  do  not  feel 
like  voting  for  this  $10,000.  Another  system, 
which  is  said  to  work  admirably  at  a  very  small 
expense,  has  been  invented  by  a  man  in  Cam- 
bridge. 1  move  that  the  subject  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Power — I  withdraw  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely po-  tpone. 

Akleriiian  Stebbins— Have  the  committee  con- 
sidered any  other  plan  than  the  one  before  us? 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  think  the  committee 
as  a  committee  have  considered  any  other  plan 
besides  that  of  Mr.  Gouge,  but  I  think  they  are 
unanimously  of  the  oiJiiiion  that  there  is  no 
other  system  by  which  proper  ventilation  can 
be  obtained.  There  are  people  who  pre- 
tend to  ventilate  by  forcing  air,  which 
amounts  to  nothing  at  all  in  my  opinion.  No 
system  can  be  successful  except  it  is 
br.sed  upon  scientific  principles.  It  must  be  done 
by  the  rarification  of  the  atmosjihere,  or  else  by  a 
stack  by  which  you  can  have  a  draught.  This 
amounts  to  the  same  thing;  you  have  to  use  burn- 
ers in  order  to  produce  a  draught.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  Board  laying  the  matter  over,  or  to 
this  Board  taking  any  course  the  members  desire. 
I  can  stand  it  as  long  as  any  others,  perhaps.  I 
am  aware  that  the  building  needs  ventilation,  but 
I,  for  one,  am  opposed  to  spending  only  a  thou- 
sand dollars  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  believe  it  can  be  done 
for  .t  1000,  and  I  am  at  present  opposed  to  spending 
$10,000  or  ^^15,000  for  the  purpose. 

Alilerman  Emery — I  think  $15,000  is  putting  it 
too  high.  This  room  and  the  one  over  it  can  be 
ventilated  for  a  thousand  dollars,  perhaps,  but  to 
veTJtilate  all  the  building  will  require  considera- 
ble more  exjjense. 

Aldermnn  Cutter— I  believe  that  the  Alderman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  argued  that  an  ele- 
vator would  ventilate  this  building;  that  argu- 
ment is  good  for  something  or  nothing. 

Alderman  .Stebbins — I  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
for  this  order  toilay.  We  had  better  recommit 
this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  I'ublic  Buildings, 
with  instruction*  to  invite  proposals  and  plans. 
It  seems  to  me  that  some  inventive  genius  will 
offer  something  that  our  purpose  requires.  In  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance,  I  think  inventors 
"liould  be  notified.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  with  instructions  to  invite 
proposals  for  ventilating  the  two  chambers  of  the 
Citv  Council. 

Alilerman  Worthington— I  withdraw  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Ablerman  Emery — The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
referred  to  the  elevator  as  producing  ventilation. 
I  believe  that  argument  was  presented  on  the  other 
side  of  that  question,  and  my  friend  from  Ward  12 
made  quite  an  elaborate  argument  that  it  would 
veiy  much  injure,  and,  perhaps,  spoil,  all  the  ven- 
tilation we  have  In  answer  to  his  remarks,  I  be- 
lieve I  saiil  I  thought  it  would  rather  improve 
than  injure  it,  if  any  change  were  made.  I  am 
of  opinion  tliat  the  ventilation  of  the  halls  will 
be  sensibly  improved  by  the  elevator;  but  1  have 
my  doubts  as  to  the  effect  ui)on  this  room  and  the 
Council  chamber ;  at  any  rate  I  have  never  ad- 
vanced any  ai'gumentin  support  of  that  theory. 

Al  lerman  Power — I  did  raise  an  objection  to 
the  elevator  that  it  would  injure  the  ventilation 
of  this  building,  and  it  seems  to  me  now  that  I 
was  right:  that  the  geutlenien  Invving  charge  of 
the  elevator  perhaps  tnink  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  more  ventilation  and  therefore  press  this 
matter.  I  tliink  we  had  better  postpone  it  until 
we  see  how  much  the  elevator  will  improve  or  in- 
jure the  ventilation.  If  we  go  on  spending  money 
in  this  way  the  tnxpayers  will  ventilate  this  place 
pretty  thoroughly.    I  do  not  know  what  buililing 
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could  have  better  ventilation  than  we  have  here ; 
this  room  is  as  well  ventilateri  as  any  member 
couUl  desire.  I  look  u])on  this  as  a  piece  of  need- 
less extravagance  and  hope  it  will  be  indeflnitelj' 
postponed. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  know  but  other 
members  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  introduce  or- 
ders to  squander  slO,000  or  .1515,000,  but  I  do  not. 
If  this  is  pi-acti<al,  and  we  intend  to  adoi)t  it,  it 
should  have  been  put  into  the  tax  levy  for  this 
yeai',  and  not  brought  in  at  this  late  hour. 

Alderman  Cuttei  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— The  reason  why  this  was  not 
put  into  the  tax  levy  this  year  was  because  we 
had  an  entirely  new"  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, who  ha''  not  had  time  to  fully  consider  this 
subject  when  the  levy  was  made  up.  The  com- 
mittee have  investigated  this  subject  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  the  only  per- 
fect system,  and  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  Super- 
inten.lent  of  Public  Buildings,  whose  business  it 
is  to  understand  ventilation  ;  it  was  also  the  opin- 
ion of  the  new  architect  just  employed  by  the  city. 
A  system  of  ventilation  has  been  tried  in  the  Str.te 
House  which  has  proved  a  failure ;  a  system  also 
proved  a  failure  in  the  building  of  -the"  Equitable 
Insurance  Company  in  New  York,  but  that  of 
Mr.  Couge  has  heen  introduced  tliere  and 
proved  an  entire  success,  at  one-third  the 
co=t  of  tlie  system  originally  introduced.  It 
has  been  sucli  a  success  tliat  the  Equita- 
ble and  New  York  Mutual  insurance  com- 
panies concemplate  putting  it  in  their  new  build- 
ings in  Boston.  This  matter  has  never  been  urged 
upon  the  comrait'ee.  They  sent  to  New  York  for 
this  gentleman  to  come  on  liere.  The  ventilation 
of  this  bLiikling  is  no  new  thing.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  not  so  illy-ventilated  a  building  in 
the  city,  and  iiarticularly  the  Common  Coiincil 
chamber,  to  t,ay  nothing  (.f  the  offices  of  the  City 
Clerk,  the  Treasiirer,  the  Auditor  and  others. 
This  thing  was  brought  up  several  years  ai>o;  an 
estimate  was  made  that  it  would  cost  about  #5500 
to  ventilate  this  room  and  the  Council  chamber;  it 
would  cost  no  more  to  do  that  now,  but  the  archi- 
tect and  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  sug- 
gested that  it  would  cost  very  little  to  commence 
at  the  bottom  and  ventilate  those  tilthy  rooms  be- 
low, near  the  entrance  from  Court  sqviare,  where 
everybody  knows  the  air  is  enough  to  stitie  one. 
Then  we  can  ventilate  the  rooms  in  the  front 
part  of  the  building,  the  Assessors',  Auditor's, 
Mayor's  and  Paving  Department  rooms.  And, 
if  "you  had  gone"  into  the  room  of  the 
Paving  Department  this  afternoon  you  would  have 
very  sensibly  learneil  the  fact  that  ventilation  was 
needed.  If 'any  gentleman  has  taken  the  pains 
to  notice  the  difference  between  the  ventilation  of 
certain  parts  of  the  Fifth-aveiiue  Hotel  in  New 
York  live  or  six  years  ago  and  the  present  time  he 
will  observe  a  perceotible  difference.  This  system 
is  in  operation  there.  These  are  the  reasons  why 
the  committee  have  biought  this  subject  before 
the  City  Government  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
for  the  City  Government  to  say  whether  they  need 
ventilation  or  not.  As  to  squandering  tlie  tax- 
payers'money,  we  do  not  propose  to  do  that.  If 
we  piopose  to  maka  City  Hall  comfortable  I  do 
not  suppose  uhe  taxpayers  will  have  any  objection. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  any  member  of  this  Board  is 
any  more  inclined  to"^  squander  money  than 
another,  whether  he  come  from  Ward  6  or  12.  I 
suppose  that  all  have  the  same  desire  to  run  this 
Government  economirally.  That  is  my  opinion, 
at  least.  No  taxpayer  "ever  came  to  this  hall 
between  the  1st  of'  January  and  the  Ist  of 
June  and  sat  here  half  an  hour,  but  went 
out  complaining  of  the  ventilation;  and  the  Conn 
cil  chamber  is  a  jrreat  deal  worse.  There  has  got 
to  be  a  certain  amount  of  repairs  on  this  hall;  cer- 
tain things  are  done  every  year,  and  we  shall 
spend  ten  or  fifteen  hundred'  dollars  in  putting 
the  rooms  in  order,  and  it  was  thought' that  there 
would  not  be  a  better  opportunity  to  introduce 
this  subject.  The  system  proposed  will  cause  no 
mutilation  of  the  building  whatever;  it  is  very 
simple  and  effective.  So  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  m 
answer  to  the  inquiry  whether  anvthing  had  been 
done  in  regard  to  other  systems  of  ventilation.  I 
wish  to  state  also  that,'in  all  probability,  if  we 
should  go  on  and  ventilate  every  room  in  the  front 
part  of  the  building,  the  entire  expense  would  be 
covered  by  17500  or  8*8000.  It  is  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  say  whether  this  thing  shall  be  done  or  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to  recom- 


mit with  instructions,  etc.,  was  can'ied — yeas  7, 
nays  5 : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  tirooks,  Clark,  Em- 
ery, Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMOK    COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  Thomas  McDonough  and  application 
of  B.  J.  Berry;  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Chief  of  Police  to  remove  obstructions 
from  Dock  square ;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Police. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Build- 
ings to  issue  permits,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Common  Council,  for  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings in  proper  localities.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  nautical  school  in  this    harbor.    Passed. 

Orders  to  exiiend  .$225  on  armory  of  Company  D, 
Fifth  Infantry;  to  expend  .$100  additional  on"  ar- 
mory of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  In- 
fantry; to  allow  Captain  Harlow,  Company  C, 
Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantrv,  $40  for  temporary 
use  of  room  for  an  armory.  Severally  passed — 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Armories,  to 
whom  Mas  referred  the  petition  of  Co.  C,  Fourth 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  asking  f.ir  an  armory  at 
Upham's  Corner,  Ward  16,— That  as  arrangements 
are  now  progressing  to  fit  up  the  old  high  school 
building  (owned  by  the  city)  at  the  corner  of  Gib- 
son street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  as  an  armory, 
and  as  it  will  amply  accommodate  two  compaiiies 
(Co.  I,  First  Regiment,  having  already  taken  uj) 
quarters  in  the  building),  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant 
the  said  petition.  Both  of  the  above-named  com- 
panies having  been  organized  in  Ward  16,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  would  not  be 
justified  in  renting  and  fitting  up  a  separate 
armory  for  the  company  petitioning,  while,  as  be- 
fore stated,  the  cicy  o\vns  a  building  in  the  ward 
which  will  serve  as  an  armoiy  for  both  organiza- 
tioas.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $57,000  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  heretofore  borrowed  as  the  "Street  Im- 
provement Loan,  Beach  street."  Passed— yeas  8, 
nays  2 — Aldermen  Cutter  and  Prescott  vo'ting  in 
the  negative. 

Communication  from  Board  of  Health  stating 
their  readiness  to  provide  public  urinals,  when 
locations  are  designated,  and  permits  issued. 

The  Chairman — What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  ? 

Alderman  Power — I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  con- 
nection with  that  matter  on  account  of  what  was 
said  when  the  comnmnication  came  before  the 
Common  Council.  It  was  remarked  by  members  of 
the  Council  that  this  was  an  instance  of  the  great 
efficiency  of  a  commission  over  a  committee  of  this 
City  Government.  I  suppose  it  was  meant  to  con- 
vey the  impression  that  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  had  remained  inactive  and  had  not 
taken  any  notice  of  the  matter  at  all.  That  mat- 
ter has  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, and  the  Board  of  Health  proposed  some  lo- 
cations for  urinals ;  one  was  at  the  cornei  of  Pem- 
bertoii  square  and  Tremont  street,  in  front  of  a 
dry  goods  store  doing  a  large  business,  where  we 
thought  we  could  see  a  damage  to  the  proprietors 
of  at  least  :S10,000  a  year,  and  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned I  do  not  thin"k  it  would  be  for  the  public 
food  to  locate  a  public  urinal  there.  So  far  as  I 
now,  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  been  ready 
to  meet  the  Board  of  Health;  tliey  could  have  met 
us  at  any  time  by  giving  us  notice.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  taking  this  roundabout  way.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned,'!  never  would  consent  to  put  a 
public  urinal  in  front  of  a  dry  goods  store,  and  if 
that  is  the  selection  made  by  the  Board  of  llealth, 
I  do  iiot  think  this  Board  would  be  likely  to  en- 
courage such  action.  The  Committee  on  Paving 
have  been  ready  to  have  a  conference  with  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  if  any  delay  has  taken  place 
it  is  due  as  much  to  the  commission  as  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Alderman  Peters — There  is  no  question  but  that 
there  should  have  been  a  report  made  ;  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  committees  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  this  Board  and  Paving,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  is  a  member  of  both  commit- 
tees. The  two  committees  were  joined,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Health  was  i)roper- 
ly  Chairman   of   the   special  committee.    I  agree 
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with  the  Aldermnn  from  Ward  12  in  rejrard  to  the 
proposed  location  of  the  urinals.  Another  was 
proposed  to  be  put  on  the  handsome  lot  on  Church 
street,  in  the  gutter.  'I  hey  say  they  have  thein  in 
Paris,  but  1  do  not  think  we  want  lioston  to  be 
like  I'aris.  The  climatic  difference  is  suca  that 
these  structures  cannot  be  used  in  the  street  in 
winter.  I  think  the  Loard  of  Health  should  have 
{;ot  locations  in  buildinp;s  or  cellars.  I  see  it  was 
on  the  27th  of  April  that  the  communication  locat- 
ing tlie  urinals  was  sert  to  this  board.  I  think 
the  location  oi"  one  on  the  Lava  Beds,  between 
India  street  and  Atlantic  avenue,  aii<l  on  the  Com- 
mon, is  all  very  well ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  side- 
walk at  the  corner  of  I'embertou  square  and  Tre- 
niont  street  is  a  suital;)le  place.  There  might  be 
one  in  the  centre  of  Pemberton  and  Haymarket 
squares,  but  certainly  not  on  the  street. 

AMerman  Worthington — 1  went  uj)  to  the  room 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  with  a  portion 
of  the  Committee  on  Health,  and  found  that  it  re- 
mained entirely  with  the  Board  of  Health  and 
Committee  on  I'aving.  AVhenever  the  Committee 
on  Paving  will  consent  to  any  location,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  will  agree  ("o  it.  This  is  the  tirst 
time  I  have  understood  that  I  was  to  act  uS  Chair- 
man of  the  two  committees.  The  Committee  on 
Paving  have  never  agreetl  with  the  Board  of 
Healrh  to  any  place,  and  therefore  nothing  has 
been  done. 

Alderman  Peters — When  we  had  our  meeting, 
the  gentleman  came  witn  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council,  but  that  gentleman  left  as  soon  as  he 
learned  that  it  was  not  a  joint  committee.  I  agree 
perfectly  with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  in  re- 
gard to  this  roundabout  wav  of  doing  business. 
We  have  been  here  every  day,  and  have  never 
been  spoken  to  about  it.  AVe'did  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  intense  a'lxiety  in  regard  to  it. 

Ahierman  Cutter — Xot  being'  chairman  of  that 
commiitee  I  have  never  taken  tlie  tiouble  to  call 
the  members  together.  I  found  two  members  of 
the  Board  of  Health  in  the  Paving  Committee's 
room  one  day.  ami  we  had  some  conversation  in 
regard  to  these  urinals,  but  I  never  supposed  it 
lay  to  m3  to  report  back  to  this  Board.  As  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  seem  to  blame 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  I  would  say  that  we  are 
a  working  committee,  l)ut  we  do  not  advertise  all 
we  do.  We  do  not  publish  to  the  world  that  we 
have  abated  ten  thousand  nuisances  when  we  are 
attacked  in  this  Board.  What  1  have  said  is  mere- 
ly in  defence  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
'  Alderman  Worthington — That  statement  is  en- 
tirely uncalled  for ;  the  Board  of  Health  have  done 
not-liing  of  the  kind.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  made  that  statement  in  his  speech  on  the  new 
Water  Board,  and  that  was  tho  first  time  I  saw  it, 
and  I  do  not  believe  they  told  it  to  iiim  until  he 
asked  for  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  sorry  the  gentleman, 
who  runs  a  newspaper,  is  so  ignorant  about  what 
is  published  by  the  press.  1  noticed  that  when 
the  salary  bill"  came  up,  it  was  said  the  Board 
of  Health  hud  abated  10,000  nuisances.  1  am 
glad  they  have  done  so,  but  1  do  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  commission  trumpeting  abroad  every- 
thing they  do.  If  there  is  a  bad  smell  anvwhere,  let 
them  abate  it  quietly  and  the  public  will  put  that 
to  their  credit. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  must  protest  against 
the  gentleman  allowing  his  prejudices  against 
the  Board  of  Health  to  make  him  say  what  he 
does.  It  is  entirely  uncalled  for.  There  is  no 
board  in  City  Hall 'which  publishes  so  little  as 
that  one  does.  They  do  not  trumpet  anything 
abroad.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  my  reporter  often 
applies  there  for  Information,  and  seldom  uets 
anything.  But  you  can  see  them  about  ihe  city 
attemliiig  to  their  duties  every  day.  When  mat- 
ters are  mentioned  concernir-g"  what  they  do,  it  be- 
comes the  property  of  the  public.  Tliev  do  no 
more  in  publishing  what  they  do  than  the  Fire 
Commissioners.  A  more  mo'dest,  hard-working 
set  of  men  never  came  together  than  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  learned  for  the  lirst 
time  that  the  Board  of  Health  made  a  request  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  that  request  was 
denied,  but  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  not 
shown  proper  places  for  locating  the  uiinals.  If 
they  cannot  show  better  places  they  should  have 
granted  the  permit  asked  for.  Let  us  not  have 
such  a  vacillating  policy.  I  am  glad  to  see  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  commissions  quarrelling 
among  themselves.  We  are  getting  things  in 
their  proper  place. 


Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  understand  that  we 
are  abusing  the  commissions.  When  we  ap- 
pointed the  Board  of  Health  we  expected  them  to 
look  after  the  health  of  the  city  personally.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  met  the  Board  of  Healrh  and 
told  them  so,  but  the  Board  of  Health  thought 
they  were  an  independent  board  and  could  ap- 
point agents  to  do  the  work  while  they  sit  in  their 
offices.  1  do  not  say  anything  against  the  Fire 
Commission  ;  it  is  hardly  old  enough  to  develop 
Its  usefulness,  and  it  does  not  become  members  oi 
this  Board  to  opjjose  them  until  they  have  had 
time  to  develop  their  usefulness,  although  last 
year,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  I  opposed  that  commission.  It  i.s 
not  proper  for  the  Board  of  Health  to  speak 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  in  this  way.  The 
chairman  of  that  committee  did  not  feel  that  he 
was  hound  to  do  what  belonged  to  another  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  to  do.  We  have  not  been  delLn- 
quenr,  for  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
press our  opinion  about  what  should  be  done.  If 
the  Board  of  Health  can  show  that  the  corner  of 
Pemberton  square  and  Tremont  street,  and  the 
corner  of  Bedford  and  Summer  streets  are  proper 
places  for  urinals,  the  Committee  on  Paving  will 
indorse  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  did  not  know  before 
that  I  was  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  two  commit- 
tees, and  if  that  is  so  I  will  call  them  together 
within  twenty-four  hours. 

Alderman  Power — In  relation  to  the  statement 
that  the  Board  of  Health  publish  what  they  do,  I 
think  people  must  be  familiar  with  every  nuisance 
that  has  been  abated.  This  is  but  an  instance  of 
their  desire  for  notoriety.  Where  was  the  neces- 
sity for  sendinsr  this  communication  to  the  City 
Council?  What  was  it,  but  a  desire  for  notoriety? 
— to  show  that  they  do  their  duty,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldtrmen  do  not?  It  is  only 
up  two  flights  of  stairs  to  the  room  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  I'aving,  and  they  could  have  gone  there 
to  consult  about  these  urinals.  1  see  no  reason 
for  this  red  tape,  unless  it  be  a  desire  to  secure 
notoriety  and  to  publish  themselves  before  the 
world. 

Alderman  Peters— As  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  says  he  will  call  the  committee  togeth- 
er within  twenty-tour  hours,  I  move  that  the  com- 
munication be  referred  to  them. 

Alderman  Hall— I  move  to  amend  by  instructins: 
the  committees  to  report  suitable  locations  to  this 
Board  at  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Peters — Thit  would  not  be  necessary, 
as  the  committees  and  the  Board  of  Health  have 
full  powers. 

Aldeiman  Brooks— I  hope  the  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred without  any  instructions  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting;  they  should  give  the  subject  am- 
ple consideration. 

Alderman  Hall — I  shall  insist  upon  the  amend- 
ment. I  see  no  necessity  for  these  two  commit- 
tees acting  independently  of  this  Board.  Are  they 
going  to  do  anything  they  do  not  want  to  rejiort 
to  this  Board  ? 

Aklerman  Peters  accepted  Alderman  Hall's 
amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington — This  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  tiie  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board,  and  Committee  on  Paving,  and,  if  I  un- 
derstand it,  when  the  Committee  on  Paving  agree 
to  a.  location  for  the  urinals  the  Board  of  Health 
M  ill  place  them  there.  If  it  is  desirable  to  have 
them  report  back  to  this  Board  we  are  willing  to 
give  all  the  information  we  shall  have.  It  is 
clearly  within  the  i)ower  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
to  place  them  vvlicre  the  committees  on  Paving 
and  Health  agree  to  them. 

The  Chairman  stated  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  that  no  parties  have  the  right  to  open  the 
street';  of  the  city  except  the  Surveyors  of  High- 
ways, who  are  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittees on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  and 
Paving,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  $6000  for  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  receiving 
tomb. 

Alderman  Cutter— Why  is  this  money  needed? 
Do  not  the  trustees  of  the  cemetery  have  charge 
of  all  the  money  from  the  sale  of  lots?  And  why 
do  they  come  here  for  this  $0000? 

Alderman  Bigelow— This  matter  of  a  receiving 
tomb  was  not  contemi)Iated  when  the  appropria- 
tions were  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  exigency  seems  to  have  come  upon  us,  and  a 
new  tomb  seems  to  be  essential.    Let  any  membe 
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of  the  City  Government  go  there  and  look  at  the 
present  structure,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  come  to 
that  conclusion.  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  belongs 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  It  frequently  happens  that 
persons  who  go  there  to  buy  lots  have  the  body 
with  them,  and  they  want  to  deposit  it  there  until 
they  can  select  a  lot.  The  condition  of  the  pres- 
ent receiving  tomb  is  repulsive.  Besides,  it  is  full 
now.  The  coffins  are  placed  one  upon  the  other. 
The  tomb  is  not  ventilated,  and  the  odor  from  it  is 
offensive.  I  have  no  doubt  the  appropriation 
ought  to  be  made. 

AJderman  Cutter — My  question  was,  why  the 
trustees,  having  charge  of  the  money  for  the.  sale 
of  lots,  should  come  to  us  for  this  SGOOO.  I  would 
like  to  know,  also,  what  were  the  proceeds  of 
those  sales. 

Alderman  Bigelow— The  report  of  the  trustees 
will  give  all  the  information  asked  for.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  have  not  been  sufficient.  I 
think  §17,500  were  provided  for  in  the  estimates  of 
last  year,  'ihe  receipts  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  cemetery  if  $6000  were 
diverted  to  this  purpose,  and  consequently  the 
trustees  ask  for  this  appropriation. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  see  by  the  Auditor's  report 
that  they  have  received  §22,408.48  in  1872-73.  What 
I  object  to  is  that  they  come  here  at  this  late 
period  of  the  year  and  ask  for  a  new  appropria- 
tion. They  ought  to  have  put  it  in  when  they 
made  up  tiieir  estimates,  that  it  ml^iit  have  gone 
into  the  tax  levy.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  wisdom  to 
be  continually  increasing  our  debt  every  year. 
That  was  the  reason  I  voted  against  the  Beach- 
street  order  just  now.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
should  be  enough  from  the  sales  of  lots,  etc.,  to 
repair  this  tomb  without  coming  Lere  for  the 
money. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington — 10. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power— 2. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  belonging  to 
Cyrus  A.  Page  on  Thetforo  rivenue  and  Evans 
street,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $6000,  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Gibson  District. 
Passed. 

JOINT     CONVENTION. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  a  joint  convention  on  Tuesday,  Seji- 
tember  8,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.',  to  fill 
vacancies  in  Wards  6,  11,  14  and  9,  the  persons 
elected  having  been  declared  ineligible  on  ac- 
count of  sex.    The  Board  concurred. 

LEGAL  NOTICE  RECEIVED. 

Notice  was  received,  from  N.F.  SafEord,  of  ap- 
plication for  a  sherill's  jury  to  determine  the  mat- 
ter of  his  complaint  in  the  assessment  for  the  con- 
struction of  common  sewers  in  Taylor  and  other 
streets  in  this  city.    Placed  on  file. 

CITY  SOLICITOR'S  REPORT. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  was 
received,  containing  a  list  of  all  suits  and  legal 
proceedings  to  which  the  city  is  party,  pending  at 
the  time  of  his  last  report,  or  since  in^  tituted,  with 
a  statement  of  the  causes  of  action,  the  courts 
wherein  the  several  cases  are  pending,  and  the 
action  that  has  been  had  on  them,  respectively. 
The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REPORTS  OF  COJIMITTEES. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  E.  Wigglesworth,  for  damaK;es  from 
alleged  injury  to  his  cellar  in  Franklin' street. 
Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  back  the  edgestones,  repave  the 
gutters  and  sidewalks,  and  grade  and  macadamize 
Washington  street  (formerly  Shawmut  avenue), 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  streets,  as  recently 
widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Swett 
street  to  Kemble  street,  Ward  13,  heretofore 
known  as  Reed  street,  be  hereafter  called  and 
known  as  "Reading  street." 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  purchase  a  lilake's  stone  crusher 
for  the  use  of  the  Paving  Department ;  the  ex- 
pense thereof,  not  exceeding  thirteen  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 


Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
George  W.  Claypole,  $62.50,  Lincoln  street.  Ward 
19;  Samuel  B.  Pierce,  $415,  Dudley  (formerly 
Stoughton)  and  Boston  streets. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  cotiimittee — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  sprinkle  Washington  street,  between 
Cornhill  and  Ilaymarket  square,  with  saltwater; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  month,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Washington-street  Extension. 

On  motion  of  Aklerman  Cutter  the  order  took  its 
second  reading  and  was  put  upon  its  jiassage. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  whether  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  intend  to  sprinkle  paved  streets. 

Alderman  Cutter  referred  to  the  order  as  cover- 
ing only  the  extension  of  Washington  street, 
where  there  was  so  much  du^t  that  the  workmen 
were  almost  stifled  and  business  mer  in  the  vicin- 
ity much  annoyed.  There  have  been  several  peti- 
tions tor  it. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  there  were  other 
streets  where  sprinkling  would  promote  the  pub- 
lic health  more  than  here,  where  they  are  simply 
paving  the  street. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  9,  nays  3— Alder- 
men Brooks,  Hall  and  Harris  voting  'n  the  nega- 
tive. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  to  Benjamin 
Jones,  March  30, 1874,  to  sprinkle  Park  square,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 

Alderman  Cutter  explained  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
stated  to  the  Paving  Committee  that  lie  could  not 
live  at  the  price  tor  which  he  took  the  contract, 
and  had  backed  out. 

Alderman  Power  corroborated  the  statement; 
Mr.  Jones  refuses  to  carry  out  his  contract. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  that  if  Mr.  Jones  was 
.esponsible  he  could  be  made  to  carry  out  his 
agreement;  if  he  i.-- not  respon-ible  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  ought  to  be  looked  after  a  little  for 
contracting  with  irresijonsible  parties. 

Alderman  Power  had  told  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  it  was  his  duty  to  hold  Mr.  Jones  to  his 
contract;  but  they  covild  not  wait  to  have  the 
matter  settled  by  law,  and  so  gave  the  contract  to 
the  next  lowest  bidder.  Mr.  Jones  is  glad  enough 
to  do  work  for  the  city  that  he  makes  money  out 
of. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  if  the  committee 
proposed  to  hold  Mr.  Jones  to  the  contract,  and 
Alderman  I'ovver  said  that  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned he  did  not  intend  to  let  it  end  there. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  it  would  be  wise  to 
revoke  all  Mr.  Jones's  contracts  with  the  city. 

Alderman  Peters  agreed  with  Alderman  Pres- 
cott; it  is  as  mean  a  piece  of  business  as  has  ever 
taken  place. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  the  effect  of  revoking 
this  paiticular  license,  and  whether  if  they  did 
that  they  could  hold  Mr.  Jones  responsible. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  Mr.  Jones  represented 
himself  as  a  poor  man ;  but  this  was  not  all ;  many 
persons  on  Park  stjuare  had  agreed  to  pay,  but 
would  not.  Last  year  there  was  a.  great  deal  of 
money  '.\hich  could  not  be  collected  for  watering 
the  street. 

Aliierman  Peters  said  Mr.  Jones  had  made  a 
mistake  in  making  his  bid  too  low. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  his  bid  was  100  per  cent, 
lower  than  any  one  else. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  if  there  was  a  written 
contract,  and  if  there  was  he  would  like  to  hear  it 
read. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  li- 
cense and  the  question  was  on  revoking  it. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing ought  to  be  seen  to,  if  they  make  their  con- 
tracts in  the  form  of  a  license. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  was  regulated  by 
ordinance,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  who 
is  ou  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  should  change 
the  system. 

Aliierman  Prescott  offered  a  substitute  order, 
revoking  all  the  licenses  granted  to  Mr.  Jones  to 
water  streets  in  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  opposed  the  substitute,  as  it 
might  do  great  injustice  to  many  persons.  Mr. 
Jones  is  one  of  theoldest  men  in  this  business;  he 
has  licenses  to  water  a  great  many  streets,  and  to 
revoke  them  would  cause  great  inconvenience. 

Aldermrai  Cutter  thought  Mr.  Jones  should 
have  a  hearing  before  the  Board ;  he  has  reasons 
which  are  satisfactoiy  to  him.  It  would  not  be 
judicious  to  act  in  this'hasty  manner. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  there  was  a  difference  of 
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opinion  in  the  Committee  on  Paving;  one  member 
tnouf;lit  Mr.  Jones  responsible,  and  anotlier  ap- 
peared to  thinli  not. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Board  had  it  in  their 
own  hands  ;  they  could  deduct  the  extra  amount 
from  what  the  city  is  to  i)av  Mr.  Jones  for  water- 
ing the  Common.  He  had  known  Mr.  Jones  many 
years  and  did  not  think  Alderman  Power  would 
trust  him  for  a  very  large  amount. 

Alderman  Power'believed  Mr.  Joiie«  as  respon- 
sible for  anything  he  agreed  to  do  as  the  eentle- 
man  from  Ward  0  is;  he  had  a  hearing  before  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  only  reason  that  he 
gave  was  that  he  couhl  not  make  money  out  of  it, 
and  the  city  could  better  afford  to  lose  it  than  he. 
Theie  had  been  some  complaints;  Mr.  Jones  hart 
conscientious  scruples  about  watering  the  streets 
on  Sundays.  The  Alderman  had  told  him  of  the 
consc(iueuce-  and  thought  not  to  hold  him  to  his 
contract  would  be  encouragement  to  people  to 
break  their  bargains  with  the  city. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  bid"  was  too  low  and 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Providence  Railroad 
said  so  when  he  signed  the  contract.  He  respect- 
ed Mr.  Jones's  scruples  against  working  on  Sun- 
day; he  is  a  temperance  man;  the  city  should  not 
make  him  suffer. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  difference  is  only  $30 
for  three  months ;  Mr.  Jones's  only  excuse  was 
that  he  could  not  afford  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  if  the  committee 
had  contracted  with  another  party. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  thought  they  had. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  matter 
should  lie  over  till  n^xt  week,  that  Mr.  Jones 
might  see  tne  consequences  of  not  fulfilling  his 
contract.  He  moved  to  specially  assign  the  order 
for  five  o'clock,  next  Mondav. 

Alderman  Hall  read  the  ordinance  on  the  sub- 
ject and  said  he  did  not  know  but  that  this  busi- 
ness was  all  rig'at,  but  he  could  not  see  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  would  not  be  hon- 
orahle  to  revoke  all  Mr.  Jones's  licenses  without 
giving  him  a  hearing.  The  Board  should  hear 
both  sides  of  the  case. 

Alderman  Peters  said  Mr.  Jones  agreed  to  do 
the  work  for  $100  per  month,  and  he  had  gone  on 
with  the  work  under  the  license. 

Altlerman  Power  admitred  that  Mr.  Jones  "was  a 
temperate  man,  and  particularly  so,  if  reports 
were  true,  in  the  use  of  water  on  streets.  But  he 
had  clearly  broken  faith  with  the  city.  The  Alder- 
man had  suggested  to  Mr.  Jones  that  all  his 
licenses  might  be  cancelled,  in  hopes  that  he 
might  see  his  error  in  breaking  a  bargain  where 
he  lost  so  small  an  amount. 

Alderman  Ernery  thought  they  were  taking  up 
considerable  time  with  a  small  matter,  but  he 
thought  the  aiTangenient  made  by  the  committee 
should  be  carried  out. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order, 
was  specially  assigned  for  next  Monday. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  same  committee — 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  to  Malachi 
Clark  to  sprinkle  Park  square,  Eliot  streetj  be- 
tween Columbus  avenue  and  Pleasant  street,  and 
Columbus  avenue  between  Park  square  and  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  under  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Assigned  to  Monday  next  at  5  P.  M. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  .*ame  committee,  of- 
fered the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  appropriated  for  the 
watering  of  Columbus  avenue  the  sum  of  sixty- 
flve  dollars  per  month  instead  of  fifty  dollars  as 
provided  in  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen May  11, 1874. 

Specially  assigned  to  next  Monday,  on  motion 
of  Aldermaii  Worthington. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  replank  the  roadway  of  the  Ferdinand- 
street  Bridge,  and  construct  new  sidewalk  trusses 
on  said  bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Western- avenue  Bridge,  between 
Boston  and  Watertown,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $750;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Bridges. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  close  Western-avenue  Bridge,  between 
Boston  and  Watertown,  while  repairs  are  being 
made  thereon. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving- 


Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  the  Suffolk, 
Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  railroad  companies, 
and  to  all  other  paities  inteiested,  that  this  Board 
will,  on  Monday,  the  3d  day  of  August,  at  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  consider  the  exj)ediency  of  revok- 
ing the  locations  heretofore  granted  to  said  sev- 
eral companies  on  Washington  street  between 
Cornhill  and  Dock  square, Dock  square  and  Union 
street;  and  causing  the  tracks  on  said  streets  to  be 
removed,  when  any  person  objecting  thereto  may 
appear  and  be  heard ;  said  notice  to  be  given  by  a 
publication  of  this  order  of  notice  in  the  Boston 
Journal,  Traveller,  Transcript  and  Globe. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Reports  as  follows  : 

Minors'  A]>plications  Granted— Four  newsboys, 
one  bootblack. 

Auctioneers'  License  Granted— Samuel  Jacques, 
Ced.ar  avenue,  Ward  17. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— William  Melefont,  24 
Exchange  place;  W.  J.  Keardon,  corner  Frankbn 
and  Federal  streets;  Hiram  W.  Eames, transfer  to 
Edward  W.  Murray. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— P.  Norton  and  sev- 
en others. 

License  for  Dealer  in  Second-Hand  Articles 
Granted— Thomas  F.  O'Neill,  Upham's  Corner. 

Victuallers'  licenses  gianted— J.  F.  Reynolds  & 
Co.,  136  Eliot  street;  E.  F.  Freeman,  19  Garden 
street;    J.  A.  Putnam,  Scates  Hoiel,in  basement. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  establishing  the  salaries  of  the 
several  officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Courts  recently  established  in 
this  city— Report  that  they  are  unable  to  agree, 
one  member  of  the  committee  being  in  favor  ef 
the  passage  of  the  order  as  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Accounts  and  the  other  mem- 
ber being  in  favor  of  amending  the  order  so  as  to 
allow  $100  per  month  to  the  officers  designated  to 
attend  the  courts  in  East  Boston  and  South  Bos- 
ton. [Signed]  Solomon  B.  Stebbixs. 
Chaeles  J.  Prescott. 
Committee. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
taken  up. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts  be 
amended  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  South  and 
East  Boston  District  Courts,  by  substituting 
$100  in  place  of  the  sum  named,  so  that  the  salary 
shall  be  $100  a  month.  The  Alderman  tnought  the 
salaries  should  be  the  same  as  in  Charlestown. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  services  rendered 
should  regulate  the  salaries  paid.  If  the  business 
in  East  Boston  increased,  the  officer's  salary  could 
be  raised. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  oflBcers  had  been 
selected  almost  entirely  from  the  police  for  theii- 
efficiency,  and  it  was  considered  in  the  light  of 
promotion. 

Alderman  Cutter  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
could  see  no  justice  in  giving  these  officers  more 
pay,  when  they  do  nothing  on  nights  and  Sun- 
days, than  is  given  policemen  who  aie  on  duty  all 
the  time.  He  charged  that  Alderman  Prescott 
desired  to  please  individuals,  and  thought  him 
the  most  extravagant  member  of  the  Board  in  re- 
gard to  salaries. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  did  not  know  one  of 
the  officers,  and  had  never  seen  any  of  them.  It 
had  seemed  to  him  that  the  salary  paid  in  Charles- 
town  was  a  criterion,  although  he  thought  the 
work  in  East  Boston  would  probablv  not  be  so 
great  as  in  South  Boston.    He  had  nothing  to  re- 

f:ret  in  regard  to  his  action  on  the  salaiy  ques- 
ion ;  he  had  voted  to  pay  heads  of  departrneuts  a 
salary  proportionate  to  the  duties  imposed  on 
them. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  $100  per  month  would  be 
but  a  fair  compensation  for  the  officers,  who  had 
accepted  the  positions  expecting  to  receive  as 
much  as  the  Charlestown  officers  do. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  constables  received  a 
fee  for  serving  process  in  addition  to  the  salary. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  if  there  was  to  be 
any  difference  the  larger  sum  should  be  paid 
wHere  there  is  most  work.  He  should  vote  for  the 
sum  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Aldennen  Cutter  and  Prescott  gave  some  statis- 
tics of  the  criminal  business  in  the  two  courts. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  question 
was  divided  and  first  taken  on  making  the  sum 
$100  for  South  Boston,  and  it  was  lost — yeas  4, 
nays  8. 
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Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Harris, 
Peters,  Power,  Stelibins,  AVortliingtoii — 8. 

Alderman  Prescott  mever*  to  make  the  salary 
for  East  Boston  |190  per  month. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  order,  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  was 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines — Kepovts  in  favor  of  granting 
leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engine  to  Braekett 
&  Horsford  on  Boylston  and  Washington  street! ; 
and  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of  C.  C. 
Kimball  for  leave  to  use  an  engine  at  19  Spring 
lane.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — i\ei)orts  in 
favor  of  granting  i)etitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stable  of  Bernant  Denning,  G7  Newman  street; 
Alvin  Butler,  147  Medford  street,  Ward  21 ;  Fran- 
cis (ileason.  Green  street,  Ward  17;  (ieorge  L. 
Stokeli,  93  Brook  avenue;  Brice  S.  Evans,  West 
Camden  street;  (Jilman  Page,  Boylston  street. 
Ward  17,  on  condition,  al^o,  that  tlie  stable  be 
built  on  the  outer  line  of  said  lot,  near  the  rail- 
road.   Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman'Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers—Reports and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petitions 
of  WUliam  D.  Rockwood  ct  a/.,  that  the  Silver 
street  sewer  be  extended  to  E  street,  and  1).  S. 
Wliite  for  abatement  oi  sewer  assessment  in  Au- 
burn street,  Chariestown.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  witlulraw  on 
petitions  of  D.  H.  lilaney,  cl  ul.,  that  the  Margi- 
nal-street sewer  be  extended  to  Jeffries  Point ;  C. 
W.  Ryan,  et  ul.,  for  a  sewer  in  Maverick  street  be- 
tween Orlea;is  and  Jeffries  streets;  and  John  B. 
Wilson  ct  al.,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
a  sewer  in  Gray  and  Call  streets,  Chariestown. 
Severally  accepted. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings,  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  constructing 
common  sewers  in  the  following-named  streets  : 
In  Dennis  street  between  Stafford  street  and 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  in  Blue  Hill  avenue  between 
Dennis  and  Waverley  streets,  and  in  AVaverley 
street  between  Blue  Hdl  avenue  and  Peirin 
street;  in  Elin,  Ashland  antl  Everett  streets, 
Chariestown ;  in  Medford  street  between  Polk 
and  Everett  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Seweis  to  build 
a  sewer  in  AUston  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  ^5.30.67  be  abated  from  th"  assess- 
ment of  Ellen  Randall  for  a  sewer  in  Alpine  street, 
and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  to  B.  F.  Bean; 
also  $18.39  from  John  H.  Griggs,  and  §18.38  from 
Jacob  McDuflee,  for  a  sewer  in  Hammond  street, 
and  t'le  same  amounts  be  assessed  on  William  H. 
Wallace ;  also  that  ?S92.27  be  abated  from  the  as- 
sessment levied  on  Mary  A.  Tupper,  for  a  sewer  in 
North  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  is 
hereby  directed  to  extend  the  sewer  at  the  foot  of 
Summer  strict,  on  account  of  filling  in  the  dock 
by  the  New  York  &  New  England  Radroad. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  excavate,  for  storage  purposes,  below 
the  established  gr£.,de  the  cellar  for  the  engine 
house  at  the  corner  of  Bristol  street  and  Harrison 
avenue. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  cf  Streets  be 
authorized  to  remove  forthwith  the  stone  pave- 
ment in  the  streets  surrounding  the  building  oc- 
cupied for  a  Municipal  Court  for  the  South  Bos- 
ton District;  said  removal  to  begin  from  the  east- 
erly line  of  Dorchester  street,  on  Fourth  street,  to 
a  uoint  below  hook  and  ladder  house,  the  termi- 
nation of  which  to  be  a  sufficient  distance,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Superintendent,  to  prevent  dis- 
turbance to  the  court  during  its  sessions:  all  of 
said  roadway  displaced  to  be  macadamized:  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 

Severally  read  twice  Eind  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Streets- 
Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows:  S. 
C.  Thwing,  §4385,  on  account  of  land  taken  in 
name  of  Mrs.  C.  D.  Mosesinwitlening  Washington 
street;  Ira  M.  Medbury,  §400,  on  account  of  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  an  order  of   notice  issued  by 


the    Street    Commissioners   for  the  widening  of 
Warren  street.    Severally  read  once. 

Order  of  notice  to  Clark  B.  Wood  to  remove  all 
obstructions  from  land  taken  in  widening  of  Lev- 
erett  street  by  the  first  day  of  August  next. 
Passed. 

DEFECTIVE  CONDUCTORS. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  .July  16, 1874,  for 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  notify  the  own- 
ers of  def ecti\  e  conductors  to  repair  the  same,  be 
and  the  same  i-  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  that  he 
had  not  jiower  to  make  people  repair  conductors; 
it  is  an  important  matter  and  demands  investiga- 
tion; theie  are  claims  every  month  against  the 
city  for  slipping  down  on  the  ice  or  from  ice 
dropping  from  the  eaves  of  buildings.  Three 
such  cases  had  occurred  recently. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Woithington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  notify  the  owners  or  occupauts  of  buildings 
from  the  roofs  or  sides  of  which  water  is  dis- 
charged into  the  public  streets  or  ways  of  the  city 
so  a.<  to  interfere  with  the  public  safety  or  con- 
venience, to  alter  or  re|iair  the  gutters  nud  water 
conduetor^;  on  said  buildings  forthwith,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  discharge  of  water  upon  the  public 
streets  or  wa\  s  of  the  city ;  am'  in  case  any  such 
owners  or  occuoants  negh  ct  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  this  order  within  the  space  of 
ten  day.?,  the  Chief  of  Police  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  report  the  names  of  such  owners  or 
occupants  to  thisBoarJ. 

Alderman  Worihington  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading 

Alderman  Cutter  ask  to  what  appropriation  the 
expense  was  to  be  charged.  It  asks  for  informa- 
tion concerning  every  building  in  the  cily.  In 
many  streets  there  are  I'o  drains,  and  the  water 
has  to  run  down  the  conductors. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  Chief  was  to 
report  to  the  Board  what  conductors  are  known 
to  be  dangerous;.  It  is  time  the  losses  from  these 
detective  conductor-;  should  be  stopped.  The 
order  will  not  cost  anything. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  police  could  very 
easily  obtain  the  information. 

Aldermaii  Cutter  agreed  that  something  should 
be  done,  Imt  could  not  see  why  the  police  should 
be  required  to  report  every  defective  water  spout. 
Why  not  require  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  do 
it?  The  police  would  be  prevented  from  attend- 
ing to  their  regular  business  if  they  carry  out  this 
order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  if  this  intended  to 
cover  all  cases  of  conductors  discharging  upon 
the  sidewalk. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  did;  the  law  does 
not  permit  it.  Two  cases  of  damage  had  occurred 
within  twenty  feet  of  each  other.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  re- 
port all  these  things,  while  the  police  could  do  it 
just  as  they  did  the  suing  signs. 

Mderman  Cutter  said  that  applied  only  to  one 
street. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  police  to  see  that  the  laws  are  not  broken  and 
they  could  collect  all  the  information  required  for 
the  information  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins  appreciated  the  motives  of 
Alderman  Worthington,  but  could  not  vote  for 
the  order  today  and  thought  it  should  be  laid 
over.  In  a  laige  portion  of  the  South  End  there  is 
a  system  of  surface  drainage,  the  water  running 
from  the  tops  of  the  houses'.  To  adopt  this  order 
would  do  away  with  that  system  and  cause  great 
trouble. 

Alderman  Worthington  had  no  objection  to  its 
lying  over. 

"Alderman  Emer^  hoped  it  would  not  lie  over; 
it  is  a  proper  oriler  ami  should  be  passed.  The 
police  are  to  take  no  action  unless  public  safety 
and  convenience  require  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  that  was  a  very  lib- 
eral construction  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Emery  said  no  rejjort  is  to  be  made 
except  public  safety  is  put  in  peril. 

Al'ierman  Wortliinjiton  Saul  that  after  the  re- 
port is  made,  if  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that 
action  is  necessary,  they  can  go  aheacl. 

Alderman  Peters  thoiight  the  order  should  lie 
over. 

Alderman  Cutter  objected  to  the  order  because 
he  thought  there  miaht  be  some  legal  objection 
to  it. 
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Alderman  VVorthiii};ton  said  it  had  been  submit- 
ted to  the  t'ity  fiolicitor  and  met  his  approval. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  by  Alderman 
Peters,  was  lost — yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Higelow',  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters, 
Power,  Stelibins — 6. 

Nays— Alilernipn  15rooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Harris, 
Preseott,  Worthinjiton — fj. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  it  a  proper  order,  and 
he  had  heard  of  only  one  reason  given  why  it 
should  not  be  passed— that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8. 

On  liiotion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  51/2  o'clock, 
P.M. 

'     ■    STANDMPES  IN  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
j  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  report  as  early  as  practicable 
upon  the  expediency  of  introducing  standpijies 
into  all  the  public  buildings  m  thiS' city,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  greater  security  in  case  of 
fire. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  had  been  much 
sur])rised  to  learn  that  there  were  no  stand  pipes 
in  the  schoolhouses ;  in  the  last  ten  years  four- 
teen of  them  had  been  on  fire. 

The  chairman  stated  tliat  the  subject  had  been 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
at  their  last  meeting,  and  they  voted  to  recom- 
mend such  action. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  recommendation 
applied  only  to  future  buildings.  He  was  happy 
to  know  that  the  order  had  been  introduced. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  order  contem- 
plated applying  the  system  to  all  the  public  build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  committee  were  unan- 
imous in  the  opinion  that  standpipes  should  be 
put  in  all  the  new  buildings. 

The  order  was  pas.sed. 

GIBSON  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  school  build- 
ing of  wood  on  land  recently  purchased  by  the 
city  in  the  Gibson  District,  Ward  IG,  at  an  estimat- 
ed cost  of  $15,000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation already  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  plans  and  esti- 
mates were  ready ;  the  order  ought  to  have  ema- 
nated from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  had  offered  it  as  a 
member  of  that  committee  after  consultation  with 
the  chairman,  who  agreed  that  it  would  be  best 
to  pass  it  now  and  save  time. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  appropriation  was 
all  made,  the  building  was  decided  to  be  necessa- 
ry, and  the  reference  would  only  cau^e  delay. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  the  order  all  right, 
and  was  just  such  a  one  as  would  come  from  the 
committee. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  rather  a  loose  way 
of  doing  business. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  Alderman  Cutter  was 
on  the  sub-committee  to  select  this  site  and 
should  be  the  last  man  to  object  to  this  order. 

Alderman  Cutter  rei)lied  that  he  had  saved  the 
city  something  by  delay  111  selecting  that  location. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  work  could  be  done 
cheaper  now  than  later;  delay  would  certainly  in- 
crease the  cost. 

Alderman  Harris  did  not  see  any  necessity  for 
haste,  as  the  order  required  concurrent  action, 
and  the  Common  Conned  had  adjourned. 

AJdennan  Emory  had  no  doubt  the  Common 
Council  would  be  called  together  shortly,  from  in- 
formation he  had  received. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  to  refer  was 
lost,  and  the  order  was  rt-ad  twice  and  passed. 

WOOD  PAVEMENTS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  executing  the  orders  of  this 
Board  approved  July  (>,  1874,  for  paving  the  road- 
ways of  (iold  and  Silver  streets  with  wood,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  be  directed  to  use  burnet- 
tized  si)ruce  Vilocks. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  the  reason  of  this  order, 
as  the  Committee  on  Paving  had  voted  a  different 
way. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  last  year  this  Board 
appropriated  $500  to  be  used  by  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor  to 
examine    into   the    subject   of    wood    pavement 


and  report  what,  in  their  judgment,  was  the 
be-l  kind  of  wood  pavement  and  the  best 
preparation  to  preserve  it  from  rotting,  and 
also  offered  $.300  for  the  best  essay  on  pre- 
serving wood.  That  rejjort,  in  substance,  rec- 
ommended burnettized  spruce  blocks.  AVhile  he  had 
advoopied  wood  pavements  in  certain  localities  in 
this  city,  his  ai.xiety  to  have  it  does  not  lead  him 
to  waste  the  city's  money  in  using  wood  without 
being  subjected  to  some  process  by  which  it  could 
be  preserved.  The  Alderman  cited  the  Commis- 
sioners' lepoit  and  various  olher  authorities  to 
show  that  the  burnettizi  >g  process  was  the  most 
l)referable,  and  said  he  did  not  wi<h  to 
go  on  record  as  allowing  the  Committee  on 
Paving  to  waste  the  city's  money.  He  was 
not  present  when  that  (ommirtee  awarded 
the  contract  for  this  work,  but  when  he  heard  of 
it  he  protested  against  such  action.  It  is  well- 
known  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  think 
money  spent  in  wool  pavement  is  aU  thrown 
away,  and  therefore  if  this  pavement  should  not 
last  more  than  three  or  four  years  ic  would  come 
back  upon  him.  The  Aldeiman  read  a  letter  from 
F.  P.  Appleton,  agent  of  the  Lowell  Bleachery,  in 
answer  to  a  letter  from  Jame-;  B.  Franris,'who 
had  largely  investigated  this  subject,  giving  his 
experience  with  the  burnettizing  process 
and  stating  that  the  advantage <  had  been 
very  great.  The  Alderman  spoke  of  the  differ- 
ent methods  of  laying  wood  i)avem  jit*,  contend- 
ing that  ihe  found'ation  should  be  i)uddled  before 
the  blocks  are  laid.  It  was  more  important  to 
him  to  go  upon  the  record  right  than  to  have  the 
order  pas  ed. 

Alderman  Peters  said  that  on  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber of  hist  year  the  Paving  Committee  voted  to 
pave  a  portion  of  CoUimbus  avenue  with 
carbolized  wood,  and  the  gentleman  from  Wn id 
12  voted  for  it.  That  is  the  best  piece  of  paving 
on  Colimbus  avenue  to:laj-.  The  expense  was 
about  $2l'5 — considerably  le<s  than  if  it  had  been 
done  with  burnettized  blocks.  The  commis- 
sion had  put  the  burnett  z:iig  process  last 
on  the  list  of  three.  He  exhibiieda  block  taken 
from  Columbus  avenue  in  good  condition  and  read 
a  certiticate  to  that  effect  from  Dr.  Sharijles. 
Professor  Francis  had  given  up  using  the  burnett- 
izing jjrocess  entirely.  Tliey  nad  a  inononolv  of 
this  business  in  Bangor,  Me.,  and  the  committee 
thought  it  best  to  try  some  other  kind  in  this 
small  street. 

Alaermaii  Power  said  that  no  smell  of  creosote 
could  be  distingui-hed  in  the  centre  of  that  block 
if  a  hole  were  bored  into  it.  The  Alderman  cited 
Superintendent  of  Streets  Harris  as  in  favor  of 
the  burnettizing  process,  and  adduced  other  tes- 
timony in  support  of  his  position. 

Alderman  Peters  cited  the  statement  of  the 
Commissioners  that  this  was  the'ijrocess  to  which 
we  are  "reduced"  in  i;ractice,  arguing  that  it 
stood  lowest  in  their  e-timatiou. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  committee,  at  the 
meeting  alluded  to,  h:id  waited  for  Alderman 
Power,  and  they  had  to  act  without. him.  He  also 
cited  authorities  to  show  that  persons  had  chang- 
ed their  minds  in  regard  to  the  burnettizing  pro- 
cess, and  felt  sure  that  in  five  yeart- Abierman 
Power  would  change  his  mind  and  believe  as  Mr. 
Francis  does  now,  who  advocated  it  in  1872  and 
does  not  now. 

Alderman  Power  said  Alderman  Cutter  did  not 
believe  in  any  preparation  for  pre  erving  wood, 
and  wanted  all  such  pavements  to  rot  out;  nothing 
would  please  him  better. 

Alderman  Prescott  suggested  that,  unless  there 
was  some  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the  order, 
it  had  better  lie  over,  and  he  moved  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  will  make  a  contract  as  tlie  coniiiiittee 
have  voted,  and  it  is  for  the  Board  to  say  whether 
or  not  they  want  that  contract  made  as  a'  majority 
of  the  committee  say. 

ALlennan  Cutter  said  Ihe  Superintendent  would 
not  make  a  contract  while  this  order  was  pending. 

Tlie  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  Alderma  i  Power  did  him 
injustice  by  saying  he  oppose',  this  kind  of  pave- 
ment to  carry  a  point.  Neither  did  he,  when  he 
made  a  minority  report  and  carried  his  point,  go 
an<l  brag  aboutit.    He  was  no  such  man. 

The  order  was  rejected— yeas  3,  nays  S. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clai'k,  Emery,  Power— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Stebbins,  AVorthington— 8. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    27,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
AlUeiman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officers— Edward  H.  Burrell,  James  E. 
Thompson,  Melville  C.  Parcher,  Llewellyn  H. 
Clary,  Lemuel  B.  BurriU,  John  M.  Stewart,  Jere- 
miah B.  Sullivan,  Reuben  P.  Ch.arters,  John  A. 
Boston,  Andrew  A.  Nourse,  Nelson  H.  Sibley, 
Franklin  S.  French,  William  C.  Downing,  Benja- 
min O.  Low,  William  H.  Cotton,  Henry  S.  Hall, 
Benjamin  H.  Hunt. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  Department — Lyford 
W.  Graves,  captain,  Station  6;  Henry  C.  Hem- 
men  way,  lieutenant,  Station  6;  Samuel  A.  Todd, 
sergeant,  Station  1. 

Severally  confirmed,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter. 

Special  Police  Officers— Edward  Herald,  Michael 
Murphy,  Michael  Hennessey,  Tudors  wharf;  Sam- 
uel J.  Bixby,  Grand  Junction  wharf, East  Boston; 
John  Galvin,  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  confirmed. 

OKDEBS  OF  NOTICE. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  expediency  of 
constructing  common  sewers  in  Medford  street 
between  Polk  and  Everett  streets,  Charlestown; 
in  Dennis  street  between  Stafford  street  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue;  in  Blue  Hdl  avenue  between  Dennis 
and  Waverley  streets,  and  in  Waverly  street  be- 
tween Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Periin  street;  in  Elm, 
Ashland  and  Everett  streets,  Dorchester;  and  ou 
petition  of  Horace  K.  Hart,  for  leave  to  use  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  at  corner  of  First  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue.  No  objection  being  of- 
fered, the  orders  were  severally  recommitted— the 
last  one  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  and 
the  others  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  order  of  notice  on  proposed  construction  of 
a  sewer  in  Brook  avenue  was  considered. 

Mr.  Robinson  appeared  for  the  estate  of  Eliza- 
beth Robinson,  and  said  it  left  an  intervening  lot 
between  the  sewer  and  the  land  he  represented, 
which  would  injure  that  land;  he  did  not  object 
to  the  sewer,  but'they  have  all  the  sewerage  they 
now  want  on  Brook  avenue;  he  did  not  object  to 
the  taking  of  the  land  provided  ten  or  fifteen  feet 
more  on  the  westerly  side  were  taken,  a  fair  price 
be  paid  for  what  Is  taken  on  the  westerly  side  of 
the  sewer,  and  the  owners  were  not  subjected  to 
any  assessment  for  the  cost  of  the  sewerage ; 
by"  taking  the  ten  feet  jn'oposed  in  the 
plan,  the  fifteen  feet  left  would  be  worthless  to 
the  owners ;  if  the  ground  is  rai^e<l  over  the  sewer 
it  will  cause  a  flowage  on  the  easterly  side,  which 
wiU  damage  the  lots,  and  he  should  object  if  any 
such  damage  is  caused ;  if  a  pond  is  made  there 
he  should  claim  a  right  to  drain  into  the  sewer 
without  charge. 

Mr.  Rich  appeared  for  the  estate  of  Betsy  J. 
Pope  ;  he  did  not  know  of  any  nuisance  caused  by 
the  brook,  unless  it  be  from  the  bodies  of  dead 
animals  ou  the  Quincy-street  District;  the  brook 
is  the  natural  outlet  of  a  large  teiritory  now,  and 
if  converted  into  a  sewer  some  arrangement  should 
be  made  for  flowing  off  the  surface  water,  which 
is  the  great  difficulty  to  be  met;  he  should  object 
to  any  assessment  for  the  construction  of  rlie 
sewer.  In  reply  to  a  (juestion  by  Alderman  Power, 
Mr.  Rich  said"  he  did  not  know  of  any  right  any 
one  had  to  drain  into  that  brook,  and  that  he  did 
not  know  of  any  suitable  place  for  a  sewer  but 
the  brook. 

Mr.  Moses  Bates  did  not  know  how  his  land  is  to 
be  left,  and  could  tell  better  after  the  dram  is  fin- 
ished what  the  damage  will  be  to  him  ;  he  object- 
ed to  being  assessed ,  but  had  no  objection  to  the 
drain  provided  it  could  be  made  whole. 

Mr.  Alexander  McDonald  would  be  left  with  a 
narrow  strip  of  land,  like  the  Robinson  estate  and 
thought  there  should  be  a  sewer,  but  objected  to 
being  assessed ;  the  rear  of  his  land  would  be  cut 
off',  and  he  would  object  if  a  street  were  cut 
through ;  he  admitted  that  there  was  a  necessity 
for  the  drain.  No  one  else  appearing  to  object, 
ou  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  order  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  Law- 
lor  and  William  Boyson,  that  repairs  be  made  and 
edge-tones  be  set  on  Old  Harbor  street. 

John  H.  Parker  et  al.,  that  the  passage  in  rear 
of  100  Vernon  street  be  called  "Vernon  avenue." 

M.  Lowry  et  at.,  that  Welles  avenue,  Harley  and 
Ocean  streets  be  put  in  order. 

James  Parker,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  in 
Kilby  street. 

Patrick  O'Leary,  for  a  sidewalk  on  No.  1  First 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Uteam  Engines.  Boston  & 
Colorado  Mining  Company,  for  leave  to  use  a_ 
small  melting  furnace  at  16  Mt.  AVashington' 
avenue. 

To  the  Com,mittee  on  Public  Instruction.  Trus- 
tees of  the  Ehot  .School,  West  Roxbury,  for  an 
appropriation  in  aid  of  said  school. 

To  tne  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  BuUard,  for 
a  sewer  in  Emerson  street  from  Third  to  Dorches- 
ter street. 

Henry  Souther,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  assess- 
ment on  Third  street.  ' 

H.  Obst  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  in  Oneida  street  be 
reconstructed. 

J.  T.  Reed  eia?.,that  the  outlet  of  the  Canal- 
street  sewer  oe  extended  over  the  flats  in  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Commiitee  on  Claims.  Thomas  D. 
Thurston,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received 
while  in  the  employment  of  D.  H.  Jacobs,  for  the 
city,  on  June  3,  when  his  eye  was  accidentally  put 
out. 

To  the  Co7nm,ittee  on  Licenses.  J.  H.  Ha- 
thorne,  for  leave  to  run  an  extra  line  of  coaches 
from  Chaiiestown  to  Baruums  Hippodrome. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Rosa  von  Euw  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
occujiation  of  stable  at  661  Parker  street  by  Ben- 
jamin Foxwell. 

Eastern  Railroad  Companj',  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Second  street. 
Ward  20. 

John  H.  Clapp,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  rear  of  290  Main  street, 
Charlestown. 

Willian:  G.  Thacher,  for  leave  to  move  and  alter 
a  stable  for  two  cows  iu  Alleghany  street.  Ward 
15. 

Joseph  Hale,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  100  horses  on  Custom  House  sneet,  No.  14. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  occupy  two 
stables  for  twenty-five  horses  each  on  land  be- 
tween Halleck  street  and  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad. 

George  H. Williams,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  adtiitional  horses  on  a  court  off 
Centre  street,  between  Star  lane  and  Seaverns 
avenue. 

John  L.  Merguire,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  Hospital  wharf  on  Charles 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Weston  &  Rand, 
for  two  street  lamps  on  Commonwealth  avenue 
and  EKCter  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Library.  Request 
of  Trustees  of  Public  Library  for  accommodations 
for  Dorchester  Branch  Library. 

BARNUiM'S  HIPrODROME. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the*  officers  of  the 
Old  South  Church  and  Society,  repres^ting  that 
acting  under  a  license  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, P.  T.  Barnum  has  established  his  exhibition 
in  close  proximity  to  the  westerly  part  of  the  house 
of  its  pastor,  and  across  the  westerly  end  of  Boyl- 
ston  street,  extending  several  hundred  feet  from 
north  to  south,  whicdi,  on  account  of  the  great 
concourse  of  all  kinds  of  people  which  will  be  col- 
lected thereby,  will  be  of  great  annoyance  and 
probable  injury  to  the  dwelling  house  of  the  pas- 
tor, and,  in  a  serious  degree,  annoy  the  worship- 
pers at  the  chapel ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  all  of 
the  buildings  will  be  greatly  exposed  to  injury  iu 
case  of  flrej  of  which  there  will  be  great  risk.  The 
society,  therefore,  askeil  that  the  Board  revoke 
the  license  of  Mr.  Barnum,  if  he  had  such  license, 
and  cause  him  to  place  said  exhibition  ou  the 
lands  known  as  the  Coliseum  grounds,  where  it 
was  supposed  that  the  same  was  to  be  placed  when 
such  license  was  granted.  The  society  further 
says,  that  should  tlie  Board  not  feel  justified  iu 
revokmg  the  license  granted  to  Mr.  Barnum,  a 
high  bward  fence  be  erected  on  Dartmouth  and 
Boylston  streets,  of  such  length  as  will  help,  with 
the  care  of  efficient  police,  to  prevent  the  serious 
annoyances  liable  to  result  from  such  large  and 
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long-continued  gatherings  of  all  kinds  of  people 
from  all  parts  of  tbe  State  which  the  exhibition 
will  procure. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  been  informed— and 
perhaps  misinformed — that  the  piace  where  it  is 
proposed  to  hold  Barnum's  Hippodrome  is  in  a  lo- 
cation different  from  that  for  which  a  license 
was  granted  by  this  Board,  or  certainly  different 
from  what  wa  .  expected  by  persons  living  in  that 
neighborhood.  It  was  expected  that  the  license 
would  be  granted  to  Mr.  Barnum  to  put  up  such  a 
structure  as  was  needed  for  his  hippodrome  upon 
what  was  known  as  the  old  Coliseum  grounds ; 
but  it  seems  that  ijreparations  are  being  made  to 
have  this  hippocuome  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  old  Coliseum  grounds  and  in  an  entirely 
different  place  from  what  parties  living  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  expected.  It  is  also  claimed  by 
parties  connected  with  the  Old  South  Society  that 
the  placing  of  this  hippodrome  so  immediately 
contiguous  to  the  building  they  are  now 
erecting  will  be  a  very  great  detriment 
and  risk  to  them.  I  would  "like  to  hear  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  regard  to  the  location, 
and  whether  steps  are  being  taken  to  have  this 
hippodrome  in  any  other  locality  than  that  for 
which  a  license  was  granted  by  t'iis  Board. 

Alderman  BigeloM' — In  the  application  for  a 
license  which  was  made  a  few  weeks  ago  by  Mr. 
Barnum,  it  was  stated  that  the  hippodrome  was 
to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Coliseum 
Grounds.  I  must  confess  that  1  had  not  a  clear 
idea  of  where  it  was  to  be  placed.  I  supposed 
that  it  was  to  be  on  that  side  of  the  railroad,  but 
it  appears  that  they  stated  in  the  application 
that  it  was  to  be  upon  land  acquired  from  the 
State.  As  I  understand  it,  the  State  does  not 
own  the  site  where  the  old  Coliseum  was 
located,  and  this  was  the  only  land  on 
which  they  could  put  it,  and  that  there  was 
no  misrepresenting  the  locality.  Very  lately 
it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  committee 
that  it  was  objectionable  to  some  parties,  particu- 
larly to  one  who  lives  in  that  vicinity ;  and  al- 
though notice  had  been  given  two  or  three  weeks, 
no  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  those  par- 
ties immediately  concerned  until  witliiu  a  day  tr 
two.  The  committee  have  been  upon  the  ground 
and  viewed  (he  state  of  things  in  person.  C^uite  a 
space  has  been  arranged  for  tlie  location  of  this  es- 
tablishment and  a  large  amount  of  labor  has  been 
done  there.  The  place  is  enclosed,  the  seats  are 
largely  erected,  and  it  would  be  a  very  great  loss 
to  Mr.  Barnum  if  his  license  should  be  revoked. 
It  seems  to  us,  after  viewin<^  the  premises,  that 
there  is  no  .such  danger  as  tliat  apprehended  by 
the  remonstrants.  It  is  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  house  of  Rev.  Dr.  Manning  and  it  pre- 
sents only  a  plank  wall  to  view  from  there.  As 
they  do  not  intend  to  have  any  fire  in  the  building 
except  for  lights  in  the  evening,  there  will  be  no 
danger  from  that  source.  A  large  concourse  of 
people  will  undoubtedly  be  there  every  day,  but 
from  what  we  observed  we  should  suppose  that  as 
little  objection  can  be  raised  against  having  it 
there  ;is  against  any  similar  exhibition  that  we 
have  had  in  this  city  for  many  years.  1,  for  one, 
do  not  feel  that  we  should  be  justified  in  revoking 
the  license  of  Mr.  Barnum  after  all  he  has  done 
theie,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  do 
not  see  that  any  great  harm  can  accrue  to  any- 
body from  its  being  there.  The  main  entrance  to 
the  structure  will  be  ovei'  on  Huntington  avenue, 
I  think,  and  Boylston  street  might  be  closed  up 
entirely,  so  that  there  might  be  no  passing  in  by 
the  01.1  South  Church  and  Chapel. 

Alderman  X'ettrs — 1  move  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Aide/man  I'rescott — 1  hope  the  petition  will 
take  the  regular  course,  and  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  and  if  they  should  deem 
it  inexpedient  to  revoke  the  license  of  Mr.  Bar- 
num. as  I  think  they  would  undoubtedly  feel, they 
should  see  that  the  city  should  take  all  proper 
precautions  and  make  strict  police  regulations  in 
the  vicinity,  so  that  no  detriment  should  result  to 
the  property  of  psrsons  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
since  it  is  in  a  different  locality  from  what  was 
expected  when  the  license  was  grauced. 

Alderman  Peters— I  made  the  motion  I  did  after 
hearing  the  explanation  of  the  Chairman,  which  I 
think  perfectly  lucid  and  clear.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  reference.  As  to  the  police  regula- 
tions, I  think  they  will  be  as  good  as  can  be  made. 

Alderman  Hall— I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  li- 
cense.   I  think  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  has  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  not  the  license. 
I  presume  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  has  it. 


Alderman  HaU— Have  you  not  a  copy  of  it? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  not,  and  the  Alder- 
man can  obtain  all  the  information  in  regard  to 
the  license  from  the  City  Clerk.  In  company  with 
the  chairman  of  the  cornmittee  1  visited  the  local- 
ity today,  and  I  do  not  think  the  petitioners  have 
any  just  ground  of  complaint,  and  there  is  only 
one  family  who  will  be  discommoded  by  it.  The 
objection  to  the  old  Coliseum  grounds  is  that  there 
IS  not  sufficient  room  there.  Since  it  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Coliseum  building  the  ground  has 
been  graded  into  streets,  so  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  accommodate  this  large  buUding  which 
Mr.  Barnum  is  erecting  there  unless  it  was  gradeti 
down  again.  I  think  the  property  of  persons 
there  will  be  protected  by  Mr.  Barnum  and  his 
agents,  who  will  take  the  utmost  precautions  to 
see  that  good  order  is  presei'ved. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  as  a  substitute  to 
the  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  that  the  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Liceu'-es. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  substitute  will  not 
prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  absurtl  petitions  that  ever  came  before  this 
Board.  This  Old  South  Church  and  Society  occu- 
py a  good  deal  of  land  in  that  vicinity,  and  they 
take  up  almost  the  \\  hole  ot  Boylston  street  lead- 
ing to  this  piece  of  land,  where  Mr.  Barnum  pro- 
poses to  have  his  exhibition.  Now,  when  they 
come  here  and  ask  us  as  a  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
protect  them  against  lo^s — a  society  asiichasthey 
are,  and  who  i)ay  no  taxes  to  the  city  of  Boston ; — 
when  they  ask  us  to  fence  in  iheir  property  that 
they  may  be  preserveo  harmless  from  the  exhibi- 
tion, it  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  absurd.  I  thinK 
they  should  rather  jiay  the  city  of  Boston,  or  Mr. 
Barnum,  something  for  advertising  their  church, 
for  i  believe  people  will  hear  more  about  the  Old 
South  Church  and  Society  by  having  the  exhibi- 
tion there  than  they  ever  heard  before.  The  idea 
of  their  blocking  up  the  street  for  six  months  and 
then  petitioning  to  prevent  parties  from  xoming 
here  who  will  bring  and  leave  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  more  than  ihey  carry  away.  The  idea  is 
absurd. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  hope  the  motion  to  refer 
will  prevail.  The  committee  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Barnum's  agent  today  and  he  has  expressed  a 
willingness  to  do  anything  to  protect  property 
there  by  a  high  board  fence  or  in  any  other  way 
that  the  committee  may  indicate.  The  committee 
will  watch  matters  th -ie  and  take  any  steps  neces- 
sary to  protect  property"  of  private  citizens  or  any 
society  from  injury.  Certaiidy  we  are  bound  to 
protect  these  petitioners  whether  they  pay  taxes 
or  not.  They  represent  the  moral  part  of  the 
community  in  a  large  degree,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
becomes  the  Alderman  to  reflect  upon  them  in  the 
way  he  has.  I  hope  the  pttition  will  take  the 
regular  course. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  fully  concur  with  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  8,  and  think  it  due  to  the  peti- 
tioners that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses,  for  the  petitioners  have  a  right 
to  be  heard.  1  hyve  no  idea  that  the  committee 
will  think  it  advisable  to  revoke  Mr.  Barnum's 
license,  and  I  certainly  think  they  would  not  be 
justified  in  doing  so.  But  1  believe  they  should 
hear  parties  owning  a  large  amount  of  property  in 
that  vicinity.  The  Alderman  fi  om  AVard  10  has 
thought  this  a  good  occasion  to  compare  the 
amount  of  good  which  can  be  done  by  the  Old 
South  Churcli  and  Barnum's  Hippodrone.  1  do 
not  care  to  go  into  that  question  at  tlie  present 
time.  But  in  reply  to  one  statement  he  made,  I 
desiie  to  say  that  the  Old  South  Society  did  pay 
taxes  to  an  amount  exceeding  .'ij;i5,000  last  year. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  it  on  church  propertv? 

Alderman  Prescott— Ye.-,  sir.  The  o'ld  South 
Church  is  leased  to  the  United  States  as  a  Post 
Office,  and  brings  into  the  city  treasury  some  seven 
or  eight  thousand  dollais.  But  that  has  no  bear- 
in<;  on  this  subject. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Ira  A.  Medbury  $400,  for  damages 
on  account  ot  the  proposed  widening  of  Warren 
street.    Passed. 

Order  to  jiay  S.  C.  Thwing  .f-1385,  for  Washing- 
ton-street land  damages. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  how  much  land  there 
was  in  this  piece. 

The  Chanraan  stated  that  this  amount  was 
awarded  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  and  the 
information  could  ha%  e  been  obtained  from  them 
during  the  week  while  the  order  was  before  this 
Board;  the  order  is  in  the  usual  form. 
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Alderman  Brooks  said  he  supposed  the  number 
of  feet  taken  should  have  been  reported. 

The  Chainiian  stated  that  when  the  order  came 
from  tlie  Street  Commissioners  the  number  of  ft  et 
taken  and  the  i)rioe  per  foot  paid  were  fjiven  iu 
tlie  schedule,  so  that  every  member  liail  the  opjior- 
tunity  of  gaining  the  information  if  he  had  taken 
the  pains  to  do  so. 

Alcbrman  IJrooks  moved  that  the  order  lie  upon 
the  talde.     Lont. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  order  passed  this 
Board  July  17, 1874;  the  land  taken  was  530  square 
feet,  and  the  price  i  er  foot  was  $4.50. 

The  ordir  was  passed. 

Order  to  s'ive  the  name  of  "Reading  street"  to 
Reed  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  purchase  a  Blake  stone  crusher  for  the 
Paving  Department  for  the  sum  of  5"1300.  Passed. 

Order  to  repair,  grade  and  macadamize  Wash- 
ington street  (late  Siiawmut  avenue)  on  new  line 
of  widening.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  George  W.  Claypole  .?(>2.50,  for 
grade  damages  on  Lincoln  street,  Brighton. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Samuel  B.  Fierce  $415,  for  grade 
damages  on  Duclley  and  Breton  streets.    Passed. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Coimiiiasioiiers  of  the  Sinkini/  Funds.  Re- 
l)ort  of  The  condition  of  the  funtl-  for  redemp- 
tion of  the  city  debt  foi  the  six  months  ending 
Juu'  30th,  1874  (City  Doc.  No.  70),  ot  which  the 
following  is  a  summary : 

Iierenue  and  Hinking  Funds. 

General  Debt  Sinking  fund $10,507,816.11 

Water       "  "  "     l,37-',()53.62 

Consobdated    Street    Improvement    Loan 

Sinking    Fund 6.30,3!I0.31 

Appropriation  and  Revenue  Fund,  1873-74..        S4S,«33.17 

Surt'olk-street  District  Sinking  Fund 182,.51.5.H1 

Revenue    "       '2,778.43 

Burnt  District  Sterling  Loan  Sniking  Fund       31u,28t).27 
•      "  "  "  "     Revenue    "  15,001. .^S 

Mvstic  Water  Works  Smking  Fund 187,214.31 

Public  Buildings  Loan  Sinking  Fund 131,28-5.00 

"  "  "      Revenue    "     9oB.15 

Street  Improvement  Loan  Sinking  Fund. .        3.54,838.98 
"  "  "      Revenue    "      ..  19,481.79 


»U,264,451.30 


The  Debt. 

Total  Funded  Debt,  Dec.  31,1873 $35,486,395.71 

Increase  since — 

City  Debt -. .  .$2,981,000.00 

Water  Debt 94ti,000.(l0 

Charlestowu  Debt 1,327,349.46 

Mvstic  Water  Debt 1 ,403,1100.00 

Brighton   Debt 708,590.60 

West  Ro.\b>iry  Debt .520,000.00 

7,885,940.06 


Paid  from  General  Sinking  Fund- 
City  Debt $264,000.00 

Boxbury  Debt 36,150.00 

Brighton  Debt 147,400.00. 

West  Roxbiiry  Debt 10,000.000 

Cbarlestown  Debt 5,000.00 

Dorchester  Debt 6,000.00 


$43,372,335.77 


Paid  from  Revenue  Funds. 


$467,.5.50.00 
169,000.00 


636,-5.50.00 


Grosx  Funded  Debt,  June  30, 1874 $42,735,7»5.77 

Less  Redemption  Fmids 14,264.451 .30 


!iet  Debt.  June  30,  1^74 $28,471 ,334.47 

The  report  was  sent  down. 

Street  Commissioners.  A  resolve  and  order  was 
receiveil  for  ttie  widening  of  that  part  of  Wash- 
ington street  formerly  called  Guila  row,  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  )ii!128U.50,  by  taking  land  of  the 
foUowiag-named  ijcrsons:  William  H.  Milton,  150 
square  feet;    Charles  D.  Swain,    197  square  feet. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  o:iler 
was  read  a  second  time — 7  for,  5  against — and  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  voted  against  the  sec- 
ond reading  because  he  presumed  there  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  not  lie  over,  and  he 
presumed  that  a  majority  ol  the  Board,  outside 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  could  see  no  reason 
for  it,  especially  since  the  Council  has  adjourned. 
When  the  city  debt  is  continually  increasing  this 
Board  cannot  be  too  careful. 

Ablerman  Worthington  said  the  name  of  the 
street  had  been  changed  from  Guild  row  to  Wash- 
ington street;  the  amount  previously  expended  in 
widening  Washington  street  had  exceeded  §10,- 
000;  hence  the  order  had  to  come  to  the  City 
Council ;  if  the  name  had  not  been  changed  the 
Street  Commissioners  could  have  done  it  without 


the  concurrence  of  the  City  Council.  Parties  oa 
the  line  had  torn  down  their  buildings,  and  the 
liassage  of  this  order  would  be  a  notice  to  them  to 
put  their  buildings  back  on  the  new  line. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  voted  to  give  the 
order  a  second  reading  because  he  supposed  the 
Common  Council  would  be  called  together  this 
week,  as  there  had  been  an  accumulation  of  con- 
current business. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed,  in  concur- 
rence with  the  Street  Commissioners. 

THE    COXTKACT     FOR    WATERING     PARK    SQUARE. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  special 
assignments  for  five  o'clock,  viz. :  1.  Order  to  re- 
voke license  heretofore  granted  to  Benjamin 
Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  square ;  also  a  proposed 
amendment  by  Alderman  Prescott  to  revoke  all 
licervses  granted  to  said  Jones  to  sprinkle  in  any 
portions  of  the  city.  2.  Order  to  license  Malachi 
Clark  to  sprinkle  a  portion  of  Columbus  avenue 
and  Park  square.  3.  Order  to  allow  $65  per  month 
instead  of  -$.50  for  sprinkling  a  portion  of  Colum- 
bus avenue. 

The  first  order  being  under  consideration,  Al- 
derman Power  moved  that  it  lie  upon  the  table, 
he  having  understood  that  Mr.  Jones  proposed  to 
sell  out  his  business,  and  as  the  negotiation  was 
in  progress  he  hardly  knew  what  was  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  city  in  the  ease. 

Alderman  Svebbins  said  he  understood  that  Mr. 
Jones  sold  <;ut  his  business  three  weeks  ago. 

Alderman  Power  had  not  much  faith  in  the  sale, 
and  wanted  to  ascertain  about  it;  it  would  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  to  have  the  matter  stand 
until  Mr.  Jones  satisfies  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  that  he  intends  to  do  what  he 
agreed  to  do. 

Alderman  Hall  said  that  Mr.  Jones  did  sell  out 
on  July  9,  and  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  sold  was 
present,  and  ready  and  willing  to  complete  his 
contract  if  the  committee  are  willing.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  in  the  little  sparring  at  the  last  ses- 
sion injustice  had  been  done  an  innocent  man. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  whole  subject 
be  referred  back  to  the  (  ommittee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Cutter  opposed  that  motion ;  Mr. 
Jones  had  sold  out,  and  they  no  longer  dealt  with 
him  ;  the  matter  should  be  acted  on  ;  the  streets 
need  sprinkling,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
Board  shoul    put  off  the  question. 

Alderman  Brooks  a- ked  if  a  new  contract  had 
been  made. 

Alderman  Peters  explained  the  position  of  af- 
f.airs:  Ms.  Jones  having  given  up  his  contract,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  made  a  new  one  with  a  man 
who  is  not  the  one  who  bought  Mr.  Jones  out. 
The  difference  is  just  $.50  per  month,  citizens  in 
that  vicinity  and  the  Providence  Railroad  have 
agreed  to  contribute,  so  that  the  city  is  to  pay  $65 
per  month  instead  of  850.  The  amount  which  Mr. 
Jones  would  lose  is  $30  per  month.  Mr.  Jones's 
license  must  first  be  revoked  in  order  to  have  a 
new  license  issued  to  Malachi  Clark.  The  com- 
mittee did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  pursue  Mr. 
Jones  any  further. 

Alderm'an  Harris  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer 
back  the  w  hole  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  he  understood  that  this 
party  who  had  bought  but  Mr.  Jones  is  ready  to 
go  on  at  the  price  Mr.  Jones  had  agreed  to  pay, 
and  he  did  not  see  any  reason  for  paying  the  ex- 
tra $15  per  month. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  committtee  did  not 
want  to  back  out  of  their  contract,  and  they  did 
not  know  the  man  was  going  to  offer  to  do  it  at 
the  old  price. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  refer  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  where  it  must  go. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Hall  hoped  the  license  would  not  be 
revoked, but  that  the  man  who  had  bought  out 
Mr.  Jones  might  be  permitted  to  take  the  contract 
at  the  old  price. 

Alderman  Peters  said  Mr.  Jones  had  refused  to 
water  Park  square,  and  the  committee  had  made 
a  new  contract.  They  wanted  the  Board  to  up- 
holtl  them. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  several  parties  were  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  and  had  agreed  to  pay  a 
certain  sum,  and  the  committee  had  made  a  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Clark. 

Alderman  Power  denied  that  any  contract  had 
been  made  with  Mr.  Clark. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  had  been  awarded  to 
him  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  money   could  be 
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saved  if  Mr.  Jones's  sale  was  bona  tide,  as  tbe 
party  had  offered  to  do  it  at  the  old  price. 

Alclerman  Peters  said  Mr.  Clark's  bid  was  the 
lowest,  and  he  was  awarded  the  contract  by  a  ma- 
jority of  tlie  committee. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  matter  should  go 
back  to  the  committee,  and  the  money  be  saved 
by  letting  the  contract  to  the  man  who  will  do  the 
work  for  the  lowest  price.  It  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  wish  to  '>arry  out  this  new 
contract  and  not  save  the  money  to  the  city,  he 
did  not  want  to  hear  anything  more  about  their 
economy  this  year. 

Alderman  Prescott's  motion  to  amend  was  lost, 
and  the  order  to  revoke  Mr.  Jones's  license  was 
passed,  as  were  also  those  granting  a  license  to 
Malachi  Clark  to  sprinkle  Park  square  and  a  por- 
tion of  Columbus  avenue,  and  to  allow  f  05  per 
month  instead  of  igSO  for  sprinkling  a  portion  of 
Columbus  avenue. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  votes  whereby  the 
three  above-named  orders  were  passed,  made  by 
Alderman  Peters — hoping  it  would  not  prevail — 
was  lost. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  §1757.5G  was  received  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  for  the  expenses  at  the 
county  jail  for  July,  which  being  duly  approved 
was  ordered  paid. ' 

HOME   FOR  THE  POOR. 

Orders  came  up  from  the  Common  Council  au- 
thorizing the  erection  of  a  "Home  for  the  Poor" 
on  the  Acstin  farm,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  §385,- 
000;  and  requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
report  an  order  providing  the  means. 

The  (piestion  was  upoii  concurrence. 

Akievman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
matter  upon  which  we  may  well  make  haste  sIom- 
ly.  I  see  that  the  order  \vas  passed  in  the  other 
iJranch  of  this  Government  without  a  single  word 
of  debate.  Such  orders,  involving  a  large  ex- 
penditure of  money,  are  apt  to  pass,  even  in  this 
branch  of  the  Government,  without  a  word  of 
debate,  while  merely  trivial  matters,  such  as  we 
have  had  before  us  this  afternoon  for  the  water- 
ing of  Park  square,  or  that  for  the  transfer  of  the 
Milk  Inspector,  or  a  difference  of  Ave  or  ten  dol- 
lars a  month  in  the  salary  of  officers  attending 
the  courts,  involve  a  long  discussion.  This  sub- 
ject should  be  carefully  investigated  before 
we  make  an  appropriation  which  calls  for 
an  expenditure  at  the  present  time  of  a^bout 
$400,000,  and  which  means,  in  the  coming  five 
years,  an  expenditure  of  as  much  more.  The  lot 
of  land  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  put  this  Home 
for  the  Poor  was  first  offered  to  the  city  some  two 
years  since,  at  an  expense,  I  think,  of  $150,000. 
That  price  was  considered  too  high,  and  no  action 
was  taken  by  the  City  Council  of  that  year.  Last 
year  the  matter  came  up  again  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  who  reported  an 
order  recommending  the  purchase  of  the  Austin 
farm  in  West  Roxbury,  at  an  expense  of  $135,000. 
The  matter  was  di-cusyetl  in  the  City  Council  and 
finally  recommitted  to  the  Committe*  on  Public 
Institutions.  After  some  months'  delay  that  com- 
mittee found  themselves  able  to  jjurchase  that  lot 
of  land  for  $75,000,  which  was  actually  one-half 
the  piice  that  was  attempted  to  be  goc'for  it  when 
it  was  first  offered  to  the  Government  for  sale.  It 
is  a  question  in  my  mind  -hether  it  is  not  possible 
for  us,  in  delaying  this  matter,  to  make  an  equal 
saving  in  the  amount  which  it  is  proposed  to 
spend  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings.  I 
desire  the  Brard  to  distinctly  understand 
that  although  the  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions tall  for  an  appropriation  of  $551.- 
188,  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions have  reported  an  orderfor  the  appropriation 
ot  .$385,000,  which  looks  like  a  saving  of  over  $170.- 
000,  it  is  not  a  saving'  of  any  considerable  amount. 
It  is  simply  deferring  the  erection  of  a  part  of  the 
Home  for  the  Poor.  The  report  submitted  by  the 
committee  states  that  it  would  be  best  to  utilize 
the  attic  story  of  the  male  and  female  wings  and 
reduce  the  size  of  the  female  wing,  but  they  de- 
cided tliat  the  greatest  saving  could  be  made  by 
deferring  the  erection  of  the  building  for  neglect- 
ed childien  and  erecting  the  whole  of  the  female 
wing  and  using  a  portion  of  this  for  the  childrei.. 
I  am  quite  positive  that  even  before  this  building 
is  done  another  call  will  be  made  upon  this  Govern- 
ment for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  accom- 
modation of  these  children.  I  believe  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  a  separate  building  for 
these  children  and  that  the  attempt  to  show  a 
saving  of  $170,000  will  prove  in  realitv  to  be  the 


saving  of  a  mere  paltry  sum.  This  building  for 
tae  children  must  inevitably  be  constructed.  The 
only  saving  that  has  been  made  is  in  dispen- 
ing'with  marble  mantles,  a  little  granite  work, 
aiid  a  part  of  the  fire-proof  floor,  and  I 
question  whether  it  is  wise  to  dispense  with 
the  last,  for  if  it  is  to  be  retained  in  any 
building  it  should  be  in  this  one.  We  have  at 
present  348  paupers;  last  year  at  the  same  date 
we  had  277.  To  erect  this  building  and  make  a  ju- 
dicious expenditure  of  money  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  at  the  present  time  requires  very  much  con- 
sideration. We  should  look  at  what  our  territory 
and  population  will  probably  be  within  a  few 
years.  The  question  of  the  annexation  of  Chelsea 
and  Winthrop  to  Boston  will  be  voted  upon  this  fall. 
Cambridge,  Somerville,  Maiden,  Revere  and  Hyde 
Park  have  all  made  application  to  the  Legislature 
for  annexation  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  is  only 
a  question  of  timr  when  those  places  and  others 
contiguous  to  them  will  be  annexed  to  this  me- 
tropolis. }?rookline  is  surrounded  by  our  terri- 
tory, and  in  <lne  time  must  become  a  part  of  the 
city.  As  I  stated  before,  the  present  number  of 
paupers  is  347,  against  277  a  year  ago;  now,  this 
building  is  intended  to  accommodate  something 
like  800  persons.  I  believe  that  if  that  number  had 
been  stated  at  000,  it  would  have  been  nearer 
the  actual  number  that  will  be  accommo- 
dated bv  this  Home  for  the  Poor.  I  wish 
the  Board  also  to  bear  in  mind  that  a  very 
important  change  has  been  made  in  the  settle- 
ment law  by  the  Legislature  this  year,  by  which 
the  number'of  paupers  that  the  city  of  Boston  will 
have  to  provide  for  will  be  notless  than  th^ee 
times  as  many  as  we  have  today,  even  with  our 
present  extent  "of  territory.  ITnder  the  old  law,  a 
person  to  become  a  pauper  and  a  charge  upon  the 
city  had  to  have  ten  years  of  consecutive  resi- 
dence and  pay  five  poll  taxes,  or  be  an  owner  of  real 
estate  for  three  years,  or  of  personal  property  for 
five  consecutive  years.  A  very  radical  change 
indeed  was  made  in  that  particular  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  present  year  to  relieve  the  state  of 
the  charge  ot  this  class.  Now  only  three-years' 
taxes  in  a  five-years'  residence  are  required.  Un- 
.der  the  old  law  single  women  could  not  obtain  a 
settlement,  except  hereditary,  from  their  fathers. 
Now  any  woman  obtains  a  legal  settlement  by  five 
years'  residence  after  she  is  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  This  gives  a  claim  upon  the  city  to  all  single 
women  who  have  lived  five  years  in  Boston,  and 
will  throw  upon  the  city  a  large  class  who  have 
formerly  been  sent  to  Tewksbury.  This  law  went  in- 
to effect  June  28  last,  and  has  not  as  yet,  of  course, 
been  tested  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  a  state- 
ment ot  the  increase  of  paupers,  but  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  number  of  females  or  children  will 
be' more  than  doubled,  as  the  construction  of  the 
law  enables  a  woman  to  gain  a  settlement  for 
herself  and  children  by  five  years'  residence  in  the 
city.  Now,  I  claim  that  by  appropriating  this 
large  amount  we  virtually  commit  ourselves  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  whole  sum  asked  for  by 
the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  This  amount 
is  large  enough  to  build  a  hotel.  We  have  made 
serious  mistakes  enough  in  the  past  in  regard  co 
public  buildings.  I  believe  that  we  shouUi  pause 
before  taking  another  step.  I  w  ish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  expenditures  we  have  made. 
The  present  City  Hall  Building  cost  ■•$505,091.42, 
has  not  been  completed  nine  years,  and  has  been 
found  entirely  inadequate  for  the  wants  of  the 
city.  It  would  have  been  inadequate  for  the 
wants  of  the  city  even  if  our  population  and  ter- 
ritory had  not  been  increased.  It  is  a  poorly  ar- 
ranged, poorly  heate.l  and  poorly  veiitilated  s'truc- 
ture,  at  a  cost  of  over  half  a  million  doUais,  and 
we  are  obliged  to  accommodate  several  depart- 
ments out  of  the  building, while  no  department  has 
as  much  room  as  it  should  have.  A  few  years 
since  we  erected  a  City  hospital  at  a 
cost,  exclusive  of  a  large  tract  of  land, 
of  $429,297.49;  and  for  that  large  sum  of  money, 
what  have  we?  Have  we  a  hospital  to  accommo- 
date a  thousand  patients?  No,  sir;  we  have  not 
accommodations  for  500  or  250.  We  have  for 
$429,279.49  accommodations  for  180  poor  sick  peo- 
ple. If  thai  is  not  extravagance,  I  should  like  to 
know  what  is.  Now,  take  another  public  build- 
ing—our Public  Library  on  Bovlston  stieet,  includ- 
ing the  additions  m;ide  during  the  last  two  years. 
The  cost  of  that  building  was  $426,735.70,  and  it  is 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  this  city  of  Bos- 
ton, necessitating  an  appropriation  this  year,  I 
think,  of  something  like  $.35,000,  to  add  a  wing  to 
that  building.  The  plans  for  the  Home  for  the 
Poor,  which  it  was  intended   to  erect    upon  Deer 
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Island  a  few  years  aco,  contemplated  the  accom- 
inodation  of  some  500  paupers,  at  an  expense  of 
souiotliinfi  like  !!S2UO,00();  but  i^ow  they  ask  for  an 
expenditure  of  more  than  double  tliat  sum,  but  the 
buildinf;  will  not  accommodate  nearly  double 
that  nurnV)er  ol  paupers.  It  may  be  contended, 
and  undoubtedly  will,  that  it  will  be  wise  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  make  tliis  appropriation  this 
year,  liecause  the  price  of  building- irs  less  than  it 
has  been  for  several  years  past.  1  am  aware  of 
that,  but  I  believe  that  in  anotlier  season  we  shall 
be  able  to  do  carpentering  and  mason  work  as 
economically  as  we  can  now.  The  idea  I  have 
now  is  the  same  as  when  this  matter  first  came  be- 
foie  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  I  believe 
tliat  the  only  wise  plan  is  to  have  the  same  compe- 
tition in  the  matter  of  I'lans  and  speclilcations 
that  t]  ere  is  in  buildin"-  after  the  plans  are  com- 
pleted, i  believe  that  by  taUiug  such  a  course  we 
ean  get  the  very  best  plans  that  talent  can 
bring.  My  idea  would  be  to  open  the  whole  mat- 
ter for  coiiipetition;  state  how  many  ])au|jers  the 
city  wishes  to  provide  accommodations  for,  how 
many  males,  females  and  children,— and  evsrtUing 
connecteil  with  the  building  and  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  spent.  1  firmly  believe  that  if 
such  a  plan  were  adojited  a  a  I  the  co-t  of  this 
almshouse  limited  to  ?il50,000  or  *200,000,  we 
should  be  able  to  get  a  building  well  suited  to  us 
in  every  particular.  I  liave  nothing  to  say  against 
the  proposed  architect  of  this  buihling.  Every- 
boly  at  this  Board  knows  the  well-earned  reputa- 
tion of  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee,  and  the  work  he  has 
done  for  the  city ;  I  do  not  desire  to  detract  from 
that  reputation;  his  buildings  will  stand  long  after 
lie  is  gone  as  nionumeiits  of  his  ability ;  he  has 
served  the  city  faithfully  in  dilferent  depart- 
ments, but  1  believe  this  whole  thing  is  based 
upon  the  most  extiavagaut  i<leas  in  regard  to  the 
kind  of  accommodations  that  we  need  for  our 
paupers.  Besioe^,  1  think  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of 
thought  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  consider 
whether  it  is  expedient  to  erect  an  almshouse  on 
the  Austin  farm,  when  the  probable  decrease  in 
th'^  value  of  the  surrounding  property  will  prob- 
ably be  deteriorated  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  Wp  have  a  farm  In  Winthroj)  lying, 
idle,  and  we  have  no  use  for  it.  I  am  not 
sufficiently  cognizant  of  the  situation  of  the 
land  to  "be  aole  to  say  that  that  will  be 
a  better  place  than  the  Austin  farm,  but  1  think 
we  should  get  a  locality  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  as 
isolated  as  possible,  \\ith  all  conveniences  for 
reaching  it  with  supplies ;  but  one  not  in  a  densely 
populated  neighuorhood,  or  one  likely  to  be  thick- 
ly settled  within  a  tew  years,  where  it  would  be 
the  means  of  deteriorating  property  in  that  vicin- 
ity. I  cannot  help  thinking,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  matter  is  one  which  deserves  the  most 
thoughtful  consideration  of  this  Board,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  investigate  the  subject  in  all  its  details, 
before  we  consent  to  so  large  an  expenditure  as 
has  been  called  for.  Gentlemen  may  as  well  under- 
stand that  this  appropriation  is  only  the  first  one 
called  for,  and  within  five  years'  time  the  number 
of  paupers  wdll  have  so  increased  that  the  Direc- 
tors of  Public  Institutions  will  feel  obliged  to 
come  to  this  Board  and  ask  for  further  accommo- 
daiions,  which  I  believe  will  necessitate  an  expen- 
diture of  a  sum  that  will  make  the  cost  of  the 
Home  for  the  Poor  not  far  from  §800,000. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  suppose  that  the 
business  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  in  re- 
gard to  the  necessity  for  building  a  house  as  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  1  do  not  propose,  this  after- 
noon, to  discuss  the  undue  misappropriations  of 
money  which  have  been  made  during  the  last  ten 
years'for  public  buildings.  The  questions  before 
us  are  solely  these :  Have  we  proper  accommoda- 
tions, and  how  are  we  providing  for  the  poor  of 
this  city?  These  are  the  first  things  we  should 
look  into.  The  subject  of  the  poor  and  the  taking 
care  of  them  has  been  talked  of  for  the  last  ten 
years.  I  have  the  report  of  the  Directors  of  the 
House  of  Correction  every  year  for  the  last  ten 
years,  and  every  year  they  have  called  attention 
to  the  need  of  an  increase  in  the  accommodations. 
In  the  report  of  18G8  they  say— 

"In  the  House  of  Industry  at  Deer  Island,  the 
same  difficulty  [the  demand  for  more  room]  is  ex- 
perienced, and  beds  are  stationed  along  the  cori- 
dors.  The  almshouse,  under  the  same  roof,  has 
scarcely  room  for  its  inmates,  and  is  encroached 
upon  by  the  pressure  for  room  wanteil  for  the 
house  of  Industry." 

That  was  in  18G8.  Again  you  find  in  the  same 
report,  under  the  head  of  "Deer  Island,"  that  the 
institutions  there  are  "in  the  full  tide  of  success; 


there  has  been  freedom  from  sickness  of  any  cou- 
tagious  nature,"  etc.,  and  "there  is  a  growing  ne- 
cessity for  a  new  almshouse  at  the  island."  The 
report  then  goes  on  to  point  out  that  additional 
facilities  are  jiereintorily  needed  for  accommo- 
dating the  poor.  In  1870-71  the  subject  again 
comes  up  in  their  report: 

"An  imperative  necessity  exists  for  a  new  home 
for  the  adult  poor.  The  City  Council  last  year 
appropriated  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  for  the  V)uilding  of  the  same ; 
yet,  by  an  accidental  omission  in  the  bill  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council,  the  order  for  the 
construction  was  not  incorporated,  and  thus  no 
power  was  given  to  make  the  necessary  contracts ; 
but  tnc  crowding  of  the  House  of  Industry  upon 
the  aim-house  will  remler  immediate  action  nec- 
essary. Ample  provisions  have  been  made  for 
our  luinor  male  paupers." 

Again,  in  1871-72,  the  same  subject  comes  up: 

"The  overcrowding  of  the  House  of  Industry 
upon  the  other  departments  still  continues,  and 
must  do  s:o  until  provision  is  made  for  the  poor. 
Should  no  structure  be  erected  for  a  home,  it  is 
eviilent  thai  some  method  must  be  adopted  to 
domicile  the  vast  number  who  strain  the  capacity 
of  the  institution  to  the  utmost." 

In  1872-3  tliev  again  call  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject: 

"The  transfer  of  the  adult  male  paupers  to  Rains- 
ford  Island  in  October  last  afforded  partial  relief 
to  the  overcrowded  House  of  Industrj',  but  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  commitments  has 
already  filled  the  space  thus  obtained,  and  the 
Directors  are  satisfied  that  there  can  be  no  per- 
manent relief  until  the  entire  main  building  shall 
be  devoted  to  the  House  of  Industry.  This  is  not 
a  sudden  conviction,  but  has  been  for  a  long 
time  considered.  When  it  was  contemplated  to 
erect  a  Home  for  the  Poor  at  Deer  Island,  as  pro- 
posed, and  for  which  an  appropriation  was 
granted  three  vears  ago,  it  was  then  suggested 
that  L£  hereafter  it  shouM  be  decided  to  perma- 
nently locate  i  hat  institution  elsewhere,  before  a 
site  could  be  selected  and  a  building  constructed, 
the  structure  then  asked  for  erected  at  Deer 
Island  would  be  required  for  the  female  prisoners 
of  the  House  of  Industry,  leaving  the  cn'^ire  main 
building  for  the  male  department  and  the  House 
of  Reformation.  The  uumber  of  commitments 
during  the  past  year  was  .5670  against  2371  five 
years  ago,  an  increase  of  140  per  cent.,  and  up- 
wards of  25  iier  cent,  move  than  the  number  com- 
mitted the  previous  year.  The  average  number 
of  inmates  of  the  House  of  Industry  for  the  past 
year  was  654  against  369  five  years  ago;  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  70  per  cent.,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  number  will  decrease. 
On  the  contrary,  the  annexation  of  territoiy  and 
the  increase  of  population  will  cause  ac  least  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  inmates 
of  these  institutions.  This  fact,  apparent  to  even 
a  casual  observer,  may  well  command  the  atten- 
tion and  immediate  a,ction  of  the  City  Council. 
Should  the  number  of  adult  inmates  continue  to 
increase  in  the  same  ratio,  which  we  may  reason- 
ably suppose,  there  will  be  a  demand  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  House  of  Reformation  for  Juvenile 
Offenders.  This  project  also  has  engaged  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  the  board  during  the  year.' 

Also  in  1873^  they  reniimerate  all  the  inconven- 
iences of  the  institutions  for  the  care  of  the  poor, 
and  speak  of  the  increase  from  Charlestown,  and 
refer  to  the  remarks  of  previous  reports  upon  the 
same  subject,  adding  that  all  the  institutions 
are  filled  to  repletion,  ami  further  demands  for 
increased  facilities  must  be  expected. 

Mayor  Pierce,  in  his  inaugural  address,  said — 

"The  proposition  to  provide  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
apart  from  the  penal  and  reformatory  establish- 
ments, meets  my  hearty  approval.  Paupers  and 
criminals  should  not  be  brought  together  under 
the  same  roof,  or  on  the  same  plot  of  ground,  or 
placed  in  such  relations  to  each  other  that  by  any 
possibility  they  can  be  classed  together.  The 
present  system  is  discreditable,  and  should  not 
be  tolerated  beyond  the  time  absolutely  required 
to  make  different  provisions." 

Mayor  Cobb,  in  his  inaugural  address  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  municipal  year,  said— 

"A  site  for  a  new  almshouse  having  been  pur- 
chased by  the  last  City  Council,  I  trust  there  will 
be  no  delay  in  proceeding  to  erect  suitable  build- 
ings. That  the  unfortunate  poor  of  our  city 
should  be  provided  with  a  fitting  refuge,  without 
being  s-ubjected  to  the  presence  and  contaminat- 
ing inttueuces  of  the  vicious  and  the  degraded, 
has    been   settled    practically    by     the   votes   of 
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previous  Councils  and  by  public  opinion.  The 
means  for  building  this  new  institution  can  be 
furnished  from  unexpended  appropriations, 
namely,  the  remainder  of  the  loan  made  in  1871 
for  a  new  almihouse  at  Deer  Island,  amounting 
to  $150,000;  and  the  remainder  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  a  new  lunatic  hospital,  made  in  1867, 
amounting  to  $103,000." 

In  the  report  of  the  directors  for  the  present 
year,  they  say— 

"In  the  last  annual  report  the  board  called  the 
attention  of  the  City  C'>iincil,  at  length  and  in  de- 
tail, to  the  great  and  pressing  necessity  of  en- 
larged accommodation  for  the  rapidly  increasing 
population  of  these  institutions.  That  necessity 
exists  in  a  still  greater  degree  at  the  present  time, 
and  the  demand  for  a  Iditional  room  is  even  more 
Imperative  than  at  that  time." 

Under  an  order  passed  near  the  close  of  last 
year,  the  directors  have  submitted  plans,  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  for  a  "Home 
for  the  Poor,"  and  a  "Home  for  Ney,lected  Chil- 
dren," on  the  Auitin  farm.  Of  Mr.  Bradlee's 
qualifications  for  the  work  which  he  has  per- 
formed, it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak.  He 
has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to 
the  subject  of  constructing  public  institutions. 
He  prepared  the  plans  which  were  approved  by  the 
City  Council  of  1870  for  the  almshouse  on  Deer 
Island.  Tiie  general  features  of  the  plans  now 
before  the  Board  are  admirable.  The  com- 
mittee have  found,  however,  on  careful  examina- 
tion, that  certain  details,  as  set  fortli  in  the 
report,  can  be  changed,  by  which  consider.nble  ex- 
pense will  be  saved  without  detriment  to  the  gen- 
eral plan.  Those  plans  you  have  before  you.  The 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  House  of  Industry  have 
been  considering  this  matter  for  years ;  they  have 
made  it  a  study  for  the  last  five  years,  and  in  an- 
swer to  what  Ahlei  man  rrescott  has  said,  I  will 
state  that  they  have  studied  it  with  a  view  to 
making  the  expenditure  as  economical  as  possi- 
ble. Tliey  have  selected  that  plan,  and  I  think  no 
better  one  can  be  i)rovided.  If  we  had  advertised 
for  proposals  we  should  have  had  to  rely  upon 
their  plans  and  experience,  and  certainly  they 
ought  to  know  if  any  one  does.  The  building  will 
accommodate  800  persons.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  says  we  can  get  such  a  building  for 
$150,000  or  $200,000,  and  then  he  says  thac  in  five 
years  we  shall  have  three  times  as  many  paupers 
as  we  have  today.  That  increase  was  certainly 
expected  and  has  been  provided  for.  While  we 
are  erecting  a  building  to  accommodate  800, 
the  plans  are  so  made  that  we  can  en- 
large it  at  any  tune  to  double  its  proposed  capaci- 
ty,—and  when  the  proper  time  comes  for  such  au 
enlargement,  I  hope  the  citizens  of  Boston  will 
demand  it.  We  are  not  going  to  neglect  the  poor. 
If  a  man  comes  into  City  Hall  and  says  he  cannot 
support  himself  and  wants  a  lodging,  we  shall 
give  it  to  him,  and  the  people  of  Boston  desire  us 
to  do  so,  and  I  hope  we  shall  continue  to  do  it. 
At  the  present  time  we  have  hardly  got  accom- 
modations for  the  poor.  When  the  committee 
visited  the  institutions  last  winter,  they  found 
nearly  every  place  full  at  the  House  of  Industry, 
and  twenty  or  thirty  beds  in  the  attics,  but  three 
or  three  aiid  a  half  feet  high,  at  Raiiisf ord  Island. 
Is  that  the  way  the  city  of  Boston  should  treat  its 
poor?  Does  it  speak  well  for  us  that  we  place 
men  in  attics  where  they  cannot  sleep  ?  I  think 
the  people  of  Boston  will  say  no.  I 
think  we  should  go  forward  and  provide 
accommodations  for  the  poor  of  the  city. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  given 
the  number  of  paupers  that  we  have  now,  instead 
of  the  number  last  winter.  It  is  very  easy  to  pro- 
vide accommodations  in  the  summer. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  poor  in  this  city 
who  suifer  every  winter  and  spring  with  cold  and 
hunger,  they  aire  unable  to  work  and  depend 
wholly  ou  charity.  They  are  a  class  who  have  the 
greatest  claim  on  the  city  for  support,  hav- 
ing in  years  past  supported  themselves,  done 
something  for  their  friends  and  the  city;  theij 
ivill  not  go  ti  Deer  Island,  they  would  (tie  first. 

I  know  one  gentleman  who  has  had  eight  of 
those  persons  on  his  pension  list  for  the  last  ten 
years,  to  each  of  whom  he  has  given  $2  a  month. 
One  of  them  is  an  elderly  woman  who  furnished 
three  sons  to  fill  Boston's  quota  in  the  Union 
Arn.y,  all  of  whom  hav?  died,  since  the  war 
closed,  of  disease  contracted  in  the  army;  but 
this  fact  cannot  be  proved  (in  the  way  the'  Gov- 
ernment requires  it  to  be  done),  and  therefore  she 
cannot  get  a  pension. 

Last  year  there  were  500  paupers  in  the  institu- 


tions at  one  time  and  places  had  to  be  provided 
for  them.  The  gentleman  says  we  are  going  to 
have  an  increase  and  should  provide  for  it.  In 
preparing  this  buihling  we  have  prepared  for  an 
increase  for  several  years.  The  change  that  was 
made  in  the  law  by  the  last  Legislature  was  a 
cruel  one  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  will  read  the 
law: 

"Section  1.  Any  person  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this 
State  for  five  years  together,  and  pays  all  State, 
county,  city  or  town  taxes  duly  assessed  on  his 
poll  or  estate  for  any  three  years  within  that  time, 
shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement  in  such  place. 

Sect.  2.  Any  woman  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this  State 
for  five  years  together,  without  receiving  relief  as 
a  pauper,  shall  tlierebj^  gain  a  settlement  in  such 
place.  The  first  section  of  the  three  hundred  and 
ninety -second  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  bun- 
dled and  seventy  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  No  existing  settlement  shall  be  changed 
by  any  provision  of  this  act,  unless  the  entiie  res- 
idence and  taxation  herein  required  shall  have  ac- 
crued after  its  passage ;  but  any  unsettled  iserson 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  upon 
the  completion  of  the  residence  and  taxation 
herein  required,  though  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
same  accrues  before  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sect.  i.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not 
apply  lo  any  person  who  at  the  date  of  its  passage 
shall  be  an  inmate  of  either  of  the  State  lunatic 
hospitals,  the  asylum  for  insane  and  the  State 
Almshouse  at  Tewksbury  the  State  workhoase,  or 
the  State  primary  school,  until  such  lerson 
shall  have  been  duly  discharged  from  said"  insti- 
tution." 

It  will  be  seen  that  every  person  who  comes 
into  the  city  of  Boston,  who  remains  here  five 
years  and  pays  taxes  tliree  years,  will  gain  a 
residence  for  himself  and  his  family,  if  he 
has  one,  and  he  can  iiecome  a  charge  upon  the 
city.  Now  it  is  ten  years'  residence  and  five  years' 
taxes,  and  women  car.not  gain  a  resiJenee  under 
any  circumstances.  This  law  alters  that,  and  any 
woman  can  g.iin  a  residence.  Now,  see  tlie  effect 
of  it.  A  man  comes  here  and  brings  a  wife  and 
four  children  and  pays  no  taxes:  they  remain  five 
years  and  become  residents  without  paying  taxes; 
they  may  become  paupers;  he  must  be  sent  to 
Tewksbury,  but  she  has  been  here  five  years  and 
she  and  all  her  children  have  gained  a  residence 
in  the  city,  and  there  would  be  an  increase  of  six 
from  one'family.  Another  thing;  we  have  in  the 
City  Hospital  a'large  number  of  patients ;  they  are 
there  now  at  the  State's  expense.  Let  the 
hospital  discharge  them  and  let  them  remain 
here  one  month,  and,  under  the  last  clause  of  this 
law,  we  are  obliged  to  take  care  of  them ;  we  are 
obliged  to  send  them  to  the  hospital  or  to  the 
Home  for  the  Poor.  So  you  see  that  in  the  first 
two  or  three  years  the  number  of  poor  will  be 
doubled.  The  increase  has  been  one-sixth  al- 
ready. Old  ladies,  who  have  been  State  paupers, 
will  come  in  after  having  been  here  five  years, 
and  the  increase  will  be  much  faster  because 
women  can  now  obtain  a  settlement  in  Boston ; 
whereas  before,  they  never  could.  So  you  see  the 
increase  will  be  very  large  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
All  tnese  things  you  have  got  to  provide  for  in 
the  future.  ^Ve  have  in  this  proposed  building 
provided  sufficient  accommodations  for  some 
years.  In  regard  to  the  portion  for  children,  a 
portion  of  that  institution  at  the  island  can  have 
an  L  put  on  the  side  devoted  to  women,  that  can  be 
used  for  children  for  the  next  cwo,  three  or  five 
years.  I  admit  that  it  will  be  as  well  for  them  to 
remain  at  Deer  Island  for  the  present,  but  they 
undoubtedly  will  come  under  the  charge  of  the 
Home  for  the  Poor.  They  should  not  be  sent  to 
the  penal  institutions,  and  that  is  one  thing  this 
Board  should  look  at.  The  subject  of  providing 
accommodations  for  the  poor  of  this  city,  apart 
from  the  penal  and  reformatory  institutions,  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  City  Government  re- 
peatedly tluring  the  past  ten  years.  In  1870  an  ap- 
propriation of  5i225,000  was  made  to  erect  a  new 
almshouse  at  Deer  Island  ;  but,  through  an  over- 
sight in  reporting  the  orders  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  the  Board  of  Director.s  were 
not  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  work. 
When  the  Government  of  the  following  year 
came  to  consider  the  question  of  giving 
the  necessary  authority  to  the  directors,  numer- 
our  remon-'trances  were  received  against  the  pro- 
posed location.  The  necessity  of  erecting  a  new 
building  was  recognized  by  every  one;  the  delay 
has  been   occasioned  wholly   by  the  difference  of 
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opinion  in  regard  to  location.  The  Government 
of  1><71,  wisely  refused  to  provide  the  additional 
accommodations  recjuired  in  connection  with  the 
penal  and  reformatory  establishments  on  the 
island.  While  the  subject  of  a  location 
on  the  main  land  was  undo-  consideration, 
temporary  relief  from  the  overcrowded  condition 
of  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island  was  afforded  by 
the  removal  of  the  male  paupers  to  Rainsford 
Island.  In  the  report  of  the  director'^  last  year  it 
Avas  stated  that  "the  transfer  of  the  adult  male 
paupers  to  Rainsford  Island,  in  October,  [1872], 
afforded  partial  relief  to  the  overcrowded  House 
of  Industry,  but  the  larj^e  increase  in  the  number 
of  commitments  has  alrea<ly  lllled  the  space  thus 
obtained;  and  the  directors  are  satisfied  that 
there  can  be  no  permanent  relief  until  the  entire 
main  building  is  devoted  to  the  House  of  Indus- 
try. This  is  not  a  sudden  conviction,  but  has  been 
for  a  long  time  considered." 

We  are  now  sending  the  poor  co  the  penal  insti- 
tutions, giving  them  the  same  treatment  as  crimi- 
nals. That  should  be  changed.  It  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  City  of  Boston  that  we  should  send  our  poor 
to  a  penal  island.  Different  City  (iovernmeuts 
have  considered  this  subject,  and  last  year  it  was 
decided  to  buy  the  Austin  farm  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor.  I  think  it  is  now  too  lale  for  us  to  go 
back  and  consider  that  we  might  have  taken  a  hill 
in  Chelsea,  or  this  place,  or  that,  or  gone  to  Long 
Island.  We  own  this  lot;  it  is  splen- 
didly located  for  the  purpose ;  it  is  suffi- 
ciency remote  from  thicklv  settled  neighbor- 
hood, so  that  it  will  not  injure  property  iu  that 
vicinity.  On  the  contrary  men  who  live  there 
think  it  will  be  an  advantage  to  them.  One  man 
who  owns  a  lar^e  amount  of  property  there  stated 
only  this  day  that  pi'0])erty  will  be  increased  by 
this  institution  going  there.  I  believe  that  will  be 
the  feeling  of  all.  it  will  provide  conveniences 
for  those  who  wish  to  get  out  there  to  see  their 
friends ;  where  money  is  spent  it  induces  others 
to  go  in  and  spend  money ;  it  will  cause  the  laying 
of  a  horse  railroad  to  provide  conveyances  for 
those  who  wish  to  go  there.  A  great'many  will 
wish  to  go  there  and  see  their  friends  whom  they 
cannot  support.  We  should  have  a  place  where 
they  can  go  at  any  time,  and  we  have  provided  it 
here.  I  expect  within  the  next  tive  years  to  see  a 
horse  railroad  there,  and  a  branch  of  the  IJoston 
&  Albany  Railroad  from  near  Natiok,  the  route 
for  which  has  already  been  surveyed.  I  believe 
that  whole  territory  is  going  to  be  brought  for- 
ward and  made  doubly  valuable  compared 
with  what  it  is  now.  We  certainly  have 
made  great  progress ;  we  have  got  the 
plans  down  to  the  lowest  possible  notch,  under  as 
able  an  architect  as  the  city  can  produce.  He  has 
considered  the  subject  well  and  has  reported  the 
lowest  price.  But  what  does  he  say  to  the  com- 
mittee? "If  you  can  go  on  and  get  that  started 
this  year,  I  think  you  can  save  from  $50,000  to 
§60,000  by  giving  out  the  contracts  now."  He  says 
the  bids  for  the  Insane  Hospital  at  Dan  vers  are 
coming  in  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  he  antici- 
pated, and  the  same  causes  will  work  in  regard  to 
this  building.  It  will  be  a  saving  to  the  city  if  we 
go  on,  and  we  shall  also  keep  a  large  number  of 
men  in  this  city  from  coming  to  want  if  we  put 
them  to  work.  Let  us  provide  them  with  work  by 
commencing  what  the  city  should  have  done 
many  years  ago,  for  the  present  Home  for  the 
Poor  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  today. 

Alderman  Power — This  is  a  very  important  mat- 
ter, and  I  suppose  that  every  member  will  have 
something  to  say  ui)on  it.  Althougli  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  delaying  it  for  the  reasons  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  \Vard  1).  I  think  it  should  be  fully 
discussed.  I  believe  it  is  a  disgrace  to  this  Gov- 
ernment of  Boston  that,  in  this  Athens  of 
America,  our  public  institutions  for  the  poor 
should  be  carried  on  in  the  way  they  aie.  It  is  a 
disgrace  to  hi\manity  to  confine  people,  for  no 
other  crime  than  ])overty,  upon  the  same  island 
with  criminals  of  all  characters— with  confirmed 
prostitutes.  It  is  the  ruin  of  every  one  vho 
is  put  there  in  childhood.  Time  cannot  wipe  out 
the  disgrace  that  is  put  upon  one  by  having  been 
at  Deer  Island.  The  very  name  is  "significant  of 
crime.  I  do  not  propose  to  delay  this  matter,  but 
I  think  that  members  should  have  time  to  look 
into  it,  and  therefore  move  that  it  be  specially  as- 
signed for  Monday  next  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  that  motion  will  be 
adopted  and  that  members  will,  meanwhile,  take 
the  opportunity  to  look  into  this  matter,  i  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Board  to  reply  to  some  of  the 
i-emarks  of  the  gentleman  fiom  the  Highland  Dis- 


trict while  they  are  fresh  in  our  minds.  In  regard 
to  the  necessity  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  I  do  not 
deny  it.  It  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the  erection  of 
a  proper  building  for  its  paupers,  and  I  fully  sym- 
pathize with  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland 
District  in  what  he  has  said  in  regard  to  the  ])oor 
and  what  we  should  jjrovide  for  them.  He  says 
we  mus:  provide  for  those  who  are  hungry  and  want 
lodgings.  Now,  this  Home  for  the  Poor  is  not  for 
that  cl  -ss.  We  have  our  police  stations,  and  our 
Charity  Bureau  in  Chardon  st/eet  tor  them,  and 
they  would  not  come  under  the  class  who  would 
be  provided  for  in  the  Home  for  the  Poor.  The 
Aldei-man  also  makes  statements  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  are  very  inconsistent  with  one  another.  He 
claims  that  this  building  would  be  sufficient  to 
accommodate  the  poor  of  this  city  for  the  next 
ten  years,  and  then  in  the  next  breath  he  told  us 
that  the  nimiber  of  pauper:,  last  winter  was  500, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  change  in  the  law  the 
nund>er  of  paupers  would  be  increased  twice  or 
three  times,  and  that  this  budding  would  not  be 
suflncient  to  accommodate  them. 

AJderman  Worthington— 1  said  I  hoped  it  would 
accommodate  them  for  ten  years,  and  that  the 
paupers  would  be  increased  within  two  or  three 
years  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  law. 

Alderman  Prescott — And  it  was  on  account  of 
this  thing  that  I  thought  it  woise  to  strike  out  the 
buildingfor  children.  It  was  from  the  fear  that 
an  order  for  §.550,000,  the  amount  originally  called 
for,  could  not  be  secured.  The  Alderman  states 
that  the  money  is  appropriated,  and  we 
shall  not  have  to  borrow  it.  It  is  money 
we  have  to  spend  out  of  the  city  treas- 
ury just  as  much  as  if  we  had  to  borrow  it. 
He  also  states  how  economical  this  Board  of  Di- 
rectors have  been.  This  same  Hoard  of  Directors 
asked  for  an  apjjropriationof  $22,000  for  a  pigge.-y 
at  Deer  Island.  That  may  be  economical,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  good  to  ask  that  amouut 
for  a  piggery.  The  City  Council  didnotgiveit.  The 
city  of  Boston  has  adopted  the  system  of  competi- 
tion in  procuring  plans  for  the  English  High 
School  Building  and  I  believe  the  amount  spent 
to  secure  them  has  obtained  the  result  of  brain 
work  by  architects  that  will  in  the  future  be  worth 
fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  city.  I 
believe  if  this  matter  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
architects  we  should,  for  a  small  sum  of  money, 
get  plans  by  which  a  vast  saving  could  be  made. 
I  believe  that  is  the  only  safe  course  for  the  State 
or  city  t»  pursut  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  pub 
lie  buildings  of  this  magnitude. 

Further  considerai  ion  of  the  report  and  orders 
was  especially  assigned,  on  the  motion  of  Alder- 
man Power,  to  Monday  next,  at  five  o'clock. 

HOUSES   OF  DETENTION. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  (City  Doc. 
No.  71)  from  the  special  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  who  were  appointed  to  inspect  the 
prisons  and  hotises  of  detention  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk. 

The  report  was  placed  on  file. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES   SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions:  Metropolitan  Railroad, 
for  leave  to  lay  down  an  additional  track  in  Wash- 
ington street,  from  Essex  street  to  Tei'..ple  place; 
Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  a  location  on  Colum- 
bus avenue,  from  Berkeley  stieet  to  Park  sfjuare; 
and  Hugh  Nann,  to  be  paid  for  irradp  damages  at 
corner  of  Warren  street  and  Walnut  avenue.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on 
Prentiss  street,  between  Tremont  and  Parker 
streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  of  said  sidew  alks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Long  wood  avenue,  from  Par- 
ker street  to  Brookline  avenue,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  crossings  on  Brookline  ave- 
nue between  Longwood  avenue  and  Francis 
street,  and  on  Francis  street  from  Longwood  ave- 
nue to  Binney  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
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directed  to  mf»cadamize  the  roadway  of  Brookline 
avenue  between  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
^  and  Maple  avenue,  and  to  build  fences  on  said 
avenue  where  required  for  public  safety.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $12,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Parker  street  between  Heath 
and  Centre  streets,  and  on  Heath,  Albert  and 
Bromley  streets,  and  Bromley  park,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  ot  the  cost  of  furnishing 
and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Medford  street, 
Cliarlestowii,  fro.'n  458  to  464  inclusive,  aud  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Older  to  pay  Alfred  Lingham  $500,  for  grade 
damages  at  275  Buggies  stieet. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  William  Norton  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  act  as  Supeiin- 
tendent  of  North  Harvard->treet  Bridge,  Western- 
avenue  Bridge  and  Cambridge-street  Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  i>assed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police — 

Ordered,  That,  in  addition  to  the  ap|propr'.ation 
heretofore  made  tor  furnishing  police  stations 
numbered  12, 13  aud  14,  the  Committee  on  Police 
be  authorized  to  expend  a  further  sum  not  exceed- 
ing two  hundred  and  iifty  dollars;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  ic'olice. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Reports  as  follows: 

Licenses  to  deal  in  Second-hand  Articles 
Granted  —  Frank  Coughlin,  13")  Endicott  street; 
James  Dillon,  272  Federal  street;  Hugh  J. 
Gonnley,  64  Prince  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — Asa  Robbins,  Dor- 
chester express;  W.  H.  Abbott  and  ten  others 
(tran^fel•.■i);  William  Carey,  corner  Tremont  and 
Statiou  streets;  S.  B.  Prescott,  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  Depot;  James  McShane,  134  Merrimac 
street. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted  —  Alfred  S. 
Wright,  49  Merrimac  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  (Granted — D.  C.Watson,  685 
Washington  street;  William  E.  Connor,  543  Han- 
over street. 

Iniiholder's  License  Granted — James  Walker, 
National  House,  Charlestown. 

Victualk'is'  Licenses  Refused— D  J.  H.Camp,  133 
Main  street;  Adam  Heeb,  lOG  Merrimac  street; 
Gottlieb  Rothfuss,  1351  Tremont  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Refused— Alexander  Bou- 
drom,  248  North  street;  James  Scanlau,  8  Gouch 
and  591/2  Green  streets. 

Billiard  License  Granted— E.  L.  Goodrich,  15251/2 
Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted  —  Seven  news- 
boys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — P.  T.  Barnum, 
to  ring  a  chime  of  bells  from  a  wagon  in  the  pub- 
lic streets  and  squares  ;  Rich  &  Stetson,  Howard 
Athenaeum. 

Apulication  for  Hack  Licenses  Refused — M.  L. 
Quimby  and  Thomas  H.  Ross,Bowdoin  strett  near 
Cambridge. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — John  Murray,  Forest 
Hills  Station,  Ward  17;  six  transfers. 

License  to  keep  Intelligence  Ottice  Granted — J. 
A.  Dahlein,  18  La  Grange  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  some  committee — 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
James  King,  a  minor,  to  sell  papers,  be  revoked 
for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Rej-orts  on 
petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows : 
Recommending  the  granting  of  petitions  of  John 
L.Wiley,  rear  of  183  Medford  street;  Michael 
Joyce.  Franklin  court.  Ward  IG;  P.  P.  Boynton, 
North  Harvard  street.  Ward  1" ;  and  Clark  B. 
Wood,  Charles  street,  corner  of  Leverett  street : 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
James  Hale,  Custom  House  street,  No.  14,  at  his 
own  request.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings, who  were  orderedto  consider  and 
report  upon  the  exiiediency  of  fitting  up  the'old 
Washington  Schoolhouse  to  accommodate  the 
Municipal  Court,  Highland  District — Report  that 
they  have  examined  the  premises  and  find  that 


with  some  changes  and  alterations  the  second 
floor  of  the  building  will  furnish  all  the  accommo- 
dations required.  They  estimate  the  cost  of  alter- 
ing and  fitting  up  this  floor  of  the  building  as  pro- 
posed at  §2500,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  the  second  story  of  the 
old  Washington  Schoolhouse  building  to  accora- 
modate  the  Municipal  Court,  Highland  District, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2500 ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  arpropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  following-named  public  of- 
ficers be  located  as  follows :  The  Board  of  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  in  the  basement  and  first 
story  of  the  building  numbered  30,  Pemberton 
square ;  the  Registrars  of  Voters  in  the  second 
story  of  the  building  30  Pemberton  square ;  the 
Inspector  of  Milk  in  the  third  story,  rear  room,  of 
the  building  30  Pemberton  square;  Truant  Officers 
in  the  third  story,  front  room,  of  the  building  30 
Pemberton  square  ;  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures in  the  room  in  Court  House  vacateil  by  the  Tru- 
ant Officers;  the  Board  of  Health  and  Health  De- 
partment in  the  rooms  in  City  Hall  va<;ated  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions ;  the 
Board  of  Assessors  the  rooms  vacated  by  the 
Board  of  Health  and  Health  Department,  in'addi- 
tion  to  those  already  occui, led  by  them  ;  the  De- 
partmeat  for  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
to  occupy  the  room  vacated  by  the  Sealers  of 
Weights  and  Measuies,  in  addition  to  the  room 
occupied  by  them. 

Read  twice  and  parsed. 

(Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  alteraiions  as 
are  necessary  in  the  third  story  of  the  old  Wash- 
ington Schoolhouse  to  accommodate  a  branch 
office  of  the  City  Surveyor:  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  i'ublic  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  011  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  auction  the  old  City 
Stables,  Highlands,  there  being  no  further  use  for 
the  same ;  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be  paid  the 
City  Treasurer. 

O'rdered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  schoolhouse 
on  land  belonging  to  tlie  city,  situated  on  Roxbury 
and  King  streets,  Ward  15,  Comins  District,  froru 
plans  approved  by  tne  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already 
provided  for  the  erection  of  a  primary  school- 
house.  Cottage  place. 

Ordered,  '1  hat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  and 
changes  in  the  heating  apparatus  as  may  be  re- 
quired in  the  City  Hall  building:  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Emery  asked  that  the  several  orders 
take  their  second  reading.  It  was  important  that 
they  should  go  to  the  Council  in  case  the  Mayor 
should  conclude  to  call  a  special  meeting.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  he  would  not  ask  it. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  same  committee — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  clean  and  paint  the  Public 
Library  building,  at  an  estimated  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $10,000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  it  would  cost  $10,000 
to  clean  and  paint  the  library  building. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  it  would  not;  this 
was  the  amount  ai)propriated  for  the  purpose,  but 
he  thought  the  actual  cost  would  be  far  below 
that  amount. 

Alderman  Gutter  said  they  spent  $40,000  on  that 
buildins:  two  years  ago,  and  an  appropriatian  of 
$10,000  for  cleaning  and  painting  it  was  exorbi- 
tant. 

Alderman  Peters  suggested  that  all  such  orders 
ought  to  lie  over  one  week  ;  members  often  have 
to  vote  on  such  orders  without  knowing  anything 
about  them. 

Alderman  Emery  had  no  objection  to  the  order 
lying  over  if  members  thought  they  could  get  any 
more  information  than  what  the  committee  could 
give.  There  was  one  other  committee  which  fre- 
quently biought  orders  in  for  the  expenditure  of 
large  amounts  which  no  one  but  themselves  knew 
anything  about.     He  regretted  exceedingly  to  ask 
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that  the  orders  be  passed  today,  but  he  did  not 
want  such  important  matters  kept  back  uuneces- 
sarily. 

Alderman  Peters  said  that  if  the  last  speaker 
allowed  orders  to  be  passed  without  knowing 
anything;  about  them  he  did  not  do  his  duty.  He 
wished  to  vote  undeistandingly,  which  he  could 
not  do  unless  the  explanations  were  more  lucid 
than  they  sometimes  aie. 

Alderman  Emery  replied  that  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton were  justly  proud  of  the  Public  Library  build- 
ing, and  wanted  it  kept  in  good  repair.  At  the 
present  rate  of  materials  and  labor,  this  work  can 
be  done  cheaper  than  if  delayed  some  months. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  felt  ii  his  duty  to  in- 
quire into  these  expenditures,  and  did  not  wish  to 
be  reprimanded  for  doing  so.  He  thought  .$10,000 
excessive  for  painting  and  cleaning  this  build- 
ing. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  appropriation 
very  large  at  lirst,  but  after  the  explanation  did 
not  object  to  the  second  reading  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  this  ex])enditure  was 
provided  for  four  months  ago,  and  he  had  been 
expecting  it  eveiy  week.  If  the  Alderman  from 
"Ward  0  had  not  read  the  Auditor's  estimates  he 
had  not  done  his  duty.  It  was  there  in  black  and 
white,  and  had  been  there  four  months. 

Alilerman  Cutter  still  thouglit  110,000  for  paint- 
ing and  cleaning  excessive.  He  called  for  the 
yeas  ar.d  nays. 

Alderman  Woi-thington  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion. 

Alderman  Peters  understood  this  was  for  the 
repairs  for  the  whole  year,  and  by  the  order  they 
were  to  give  the  comihittee  authority  to  spend  the 
whole  amount  at  once. 

Alderman  H;ill  would  vote  for  the  order  with 
pleasure,  as  he  had  implicit  confidence  in  the 
committee,  and  to  lay  it  over  after  the  explanation 
would  imply  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  commit- 
tee. The  committee  would  not  spend  a  dollar 
more  than  is  necessary. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  postpone  the  order 
to  half-past  four  o'clock  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Hall  believed  that  unnecessary,  for 

members  would  know  no  more  about  it  then  than 

they  do  now. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters,  Worth- 

ington — 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins — 8. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  8,  nays  4 — the  mem- 
bers voting  precisely  opposite  from  what  they  did 
before. 

By  Alderman  "Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  "streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
lietitions  for  abatement  of  assessments  of  better- 
ment on  estates  of  Stephen  Hill,  Lincoln  street. 
Ward  19,  and  Dodavah  Scates  et  al.,  Market  street 
and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward  19,  in  1873— the 
assessments,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
being  fair  and  equitable  ones  for  the  petitioners 
to  pay.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  on  petitions  of  Sylvester  Bowman  and  S. 
E.  Decker,  to  be  )'aid  for"  land  taken  for  grade 
damages  on  Lincoln  street  in  Brighton ;  that  suffi- 
cient awards  have,  in  their  opinion,  been  made 
the  petitioners  for  clieir  land,  which  now  awaits 
their  acceptance,  and  that  upon  the  (juestion  of 
grade  damages  the  petitions  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  Reports  were  accepted 
and  the  reference  ordered. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee- 
Order  giving  notice  to  Supply  C.  Thwing  and 
all  others  interested  to  remove  by  the  3d  of  Au- 
gust all  obstructions  projecting  over  the  lines  of 
Washington  street  as  established  by  an  order 
of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  July  9,  1874. 
Passed. 

Order  giving  notice  to  T.  J.  Dunbar,  Charles  F. 
Bradford,  Frederick  Guild.  S.  Rowland  Hart, 
Simpson  C.  Bixby,  Metropolitan  Railroad  and  all 
others  interested,  to  remove,  by  Sept.  1,  next, 
all  obstructions  from  the  line  of  Shawmut  avenue 
as  established  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers on  April  20th,  1874.    Passed.  ,^ 

Order  of  notice  to  Graham  Hall,  Mrs.  >,,  rah 
Scott,  and  all  others  interested,  to  remove,  by  ttie 
first  day  of  September,  all  obstructions  from  the 
line  of  Washington  street,  as  established  by  an 
order  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  passed  Jiily  9, 
1874.  Passed. 
Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages   as  follows : 


Clark  B.  Wood,  $10,000,  widening  of  Leverett 
street  •  Henry  and  F.  L.  Lee,  $1285,  widening  of 
Lincoln  street;  Graham  Hall,  $5991.50,  widening 
of  Washington  street.     Severally  read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  A.  N.  Whiting,  J.  P.  Healv  and 
J.  Franklin  I'uller,  execuxors  and  trustees  under 
the  will  of  Nathaniel  Whiting,  for  Fort  Hill  dam- 
ages, as  follows:  Grading  Hamilton  street, 
$0387.50;  grading  Washington  square,  .S9198, 
$4854.50,  $5748.75;  grading  Purchase  street, 
$5748.75;  widening  and  grading  Sturgis  street, 
$11,262.45;  being  the  awards  of  the  city,  with  in- 
terest, upoi  conditit>n  that  they  pay  all  the  bet- 
terments on  said  estates  assessed  ni  1872  by  the 
Street  Commission  ers ;  also  orders  rescinding  or- 
ders passed  Dec.  14, 18G9,  to  pay  said  awards. 

Alderman  Worthington  explained  that  these 
orders  were  the  last  for  the  Fort  Hill  Improve- 
ment; the  sums  were  awarded  in  1869  by  the 
Street  Commissioners,  but  Mr.  Whiting  for  some 
reason  refused  to  execute  the  deed.  Since  then 
he  has  died,  and  the  trustees  of  his  estate  have 
come  forward  and  agreed  to  take  the  award.  He 
asked  that  they  might  take  their  second  reading. 

The  orders  were  .severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Hannah  M.  Richardson  .'S8G1.65, 
being  for  additional  damages  occasioned  the  estate 
of  the  heirs  of  Josiah  Richardson  by  the  widen- 
ing of  Warren  street. 

Alderman  Worthington  exjjlained  that  this  was 
a  peculiar  case;  it  had  been  impossible  to  settle 
before  this,  and  the  lady  was  very  much  in  need 
of  the  jnonev. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  I'ublic  Grounds — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  sell  by  public 
auction  the  old  greenhouse  on  the  Public  Gar- 
den, the  materials  to  be  removed  forthwith  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  if  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  build  r  new  greenhouse  there. 

Alderman  Bigelow  replied  that  it  was  not;  the 
old  one  is  empty,  dilapidated,  vacant,  and  of  no 
sse. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  representing  that  they  have  received 
proposals  for  furnishing  and  setting  a  curbstone 
and  steps  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Tremout- 
street  mall,  between  Boylston  street  and  Park 
street,  the  amount  of  the  lowest  bid  being  es- 
timated at  $11,983.30.  The  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation made  by  the  City  Council  is  $10,000.  The 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  contract  with  Johnson  &  Richmond,  the  lowest 
bidders,  for  turnishing  and  setting  a  granite  curb 
and  steps  on  the  Tremont  strtet  side  of  Boston 
Common,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  their 
proposal,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1874;  the  expense,  estimated  at  $11,983.30,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds.' 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  and 
order  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. Subsequently  he  moved  to  reconsider 
that  vote,  with  a  view  of  amending  that  motion 
so  that  the  committee  might  report  to  either 
branch. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  it  wac  intended  to  put 
the  curbstone  exactly  on  the  present  line  or  move 
it  back  so  that  Tremont  street  might  be  widened. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon have  nothing  to  do  with  widening  streets, 
but  it  is  proposed  to  set  this  on  the  same  line. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  was  positively  opposed 
to  spending  money  for  that  curbstone  until  Tre- 
mont street  can  be  widened. 

Aldorinan  Power  said  there  had  been  general 
complaint,  and  this  was  only  doing  what  they  con- 
sidered a  public  demand.  There  was  plenty  of 
time  to  put  in  an  order  to  widen  Tremont  street  if 
any  member  thinks  it  will  paas  the  Board.  This 
matter  was  provided  for  in  the  appropriations  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  report  and 
order  were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
with  leave  to  report  to  either  branch. 

By  Alderman  Hall  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps — 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore approjiriated  for  the  erection  of  a  repair 
shop  and  stable  for  the  use  of  the  Lamp  Depart- 
ment, a  further  sum  of  $100   is    hereby  appro- 
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priated  to  defray  the  cost  of  a  plan  and  specifica- 
tions for  the  same ;  also  that  the  committee  be 
authorized  to  purchase  such  horses,  wagons,  har- 
nesses and  tools  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  this  department ;  the  cost  of  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps.     ', 

Alderman  Harris  thought  they  ought  to  have 
some  idea  of  the  expenditure  contemplated. 

AJderman  Hall  said  that  besides  i$100  for  the 
plans  they  were  to  spend  only  so  much  as  was 
necessary.  They  need  not  have  come  to  the 
Board  for  leave,  as  they  could  spend  $500  for  any 
one  object,  but  they  thought  it  best  not  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  whole  amount  could 
not  be  ascertained,  so  they  had  to  ask  vo  be  trust- 
ed this  time. 

Alderman  Power  thought  some  amount  ought 
to  be  specified. 

Alderman  Hall  said  the  order  was  drawn  by  the 
City  Auditor ;  it  was  impossible  to  give  all  tbe  de- 
tails. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"the  whole  expense  not  to  exceed  $3500." 

Alderman  Hall  said  there  was  no  hurry  about 
the  order,  and  it  could  lie  over  if  members  wished 
to  look  into  it. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — Reports  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  netitions  of  Company  B  and  Compa- 
ny E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  re- 
spectively, to  be  provided  with  new  armories. 
Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committees 
on  Health  and  Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  f lom  the 
Board  of  Health  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  urinals  in  different  sections  of  the  city— Report 
that,  having  conferred  with  Dr.  Durgin'upon  the 
subject,  they  recommend  the  passage  of  rhe  ac- 
companying orders  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  author- 
ized to  establish  urinals  in  the  following-named 
streets  and  ways  of  the  city :  One  in  Haymaiket 
square ;  two  or  more  in  North  Market  street,  north 
or  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  one  on  Tremont 
street,  at  some  point  between  Park-street  Church 
and  Tremont  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  request- 
ed to  obtain  the  necessary  authority,  and  to  estab- 
lish one  additional  urinal  for  males  on  the  Com- 
mon; .nlso  one  for  females  near  the  entrance  op- 
posite West  street ;  also  one  for  males  on  the  Pub- 
lic Garden  and  on  the  lava  beds  near  Atlautic 
avenue. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested 
to  report  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
urinal  in  Scollay's  square,  on  the  spot  formerly 
occupied  by  Scollay's  Building,  and  also  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boylston  Market. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  they  intended  to  locate 
a  urinal  on  Tremont  street,  between  Park  street  - 
and  the  Tremont  House. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  matter  is  to 
be  considered. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
relating  to  a  urinal  at  that  point  from  the  first 
order,  and  to  amend  the  thn-d  order  by  inserting 
those  words. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  orders  were 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  establishing  the  salary  of  the 
officer  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  Dorchester  District  at  the 
rate  oi^  #85  per  month — Report  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the 
order  passed. 


By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
to  build  sewers  in  Linwood  street  near  Lewis 
park,  and  in  Harrison  avenue  between  Perry  and 
Bristol  streets,  and  to  report  schedules  of  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  this  Board.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $801.70  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  W.  Eliot  Woodward  for  a  sewer  in  Dud- 
ley street,  in  consideration  of  deed  of  right  of  way 
for  said  sewer  as  per  agreement;  also  abate  $13.01 
from  Bridget  McCawley  for  sewer  in  Bolton  street; 
also  abate  $50  from  Lucinda  Dodge  for  a  sewer  in 
Dorchester  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
common  sewers  in  Oneida  street  and  in  a  pas- 
sageway west  of  Albany  street,  between  Newton 
and  Stoughton  streets,  and  of  'assessing  the  ex- 
pense thereof  on  all  persons  who  enter  their  drains 
into  or  are  benefited  by  said  sewers.  Severally 
passed. 

WOOOEN    PAVEMENTS. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  order  to  pave  Gold  and  Silver  streets 
with  burnettized  spruce  blocks  was  rejected,  and 
moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

In  reply  to  a  question  as  to  the  object  of  the 
motion.  Alderman  Power  thought  members  de- 
sirea  information  on  the  sui>ject. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed 

CITY  SOLICITOR'S  REPORT. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  the  recent  semi-annual  report  of 
the  City  Solicitor  was  laid  on  the  table  and  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  His  reason  was  that  only 
a  few  persons  need  it  and  it  is  always  in  City  Hall. 
The  cost  IS  §210,  and  thnt  amount  might  as  well  be 
saved  in  these  times  of  high  taxation. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  sul)ject  had  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  they  had 
reported  that  the  printing  ought  not  to  be^  dis- 
pensed with.  That  report  liad  been  recommitted, 
but  his  attention  had  not  since  been  called  to  the 
subject. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  printing 
unnecessary ;  if  it  were  the  annual  report  he  would 
not  object. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  the  report  should  be 
printed,  that  members  might  see  the  number  of 
cases  in  the  courts  and  the  cost  to  the  city  there- 
by;  then  they  could  learn  whether  the  Committee 
on  Claims  were  doing  their  duty  by  allowing  so 
many  cases  to  go  to  the  courts. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail  and  that  members  would  learn  how  hard 
they  are  working  the  Law  Department ;  no  city  in 
the  country  is  running  such  a  department  with  so 
few  men  as  this. 

Alderman  Brooks  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  reconsideration  was  refused — yeas  4,  nays 
T. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Stebbins,  Wor- 
thington—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Prescott — 7. 

THE  VACATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  on  Monday  next,  it  be  to  Monday, 
Aug.  17. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the 
time  was  changed  to  Tuesday,  Aug.  18,  at  the 
usual  hour,  and  the  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    31,    1874. 


Special  meeting  called  bj'  the  Mayor  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  following  was  received,  read,  and  placed  on 
file: 

Boston,  July  30, 1874. 

To  Edward  O.  Shepard,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Com'inon  CoiincU :  Dear  Sir— I  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  your  branch 
of  the  City  Government.  Friday,  the  31st  inst.,  at 
three  o'clock  P.  M.,  that  the  members  may  act  upon 
the  orders  and  other  matters  of  importance  which 
will  come  i)roperly  before  them.  1  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  to  the  members  of  th"  Com- 
mon Council,  the  necessity  of  considering  and 
acting  upon  these  matters'  with  promptness,  in 
order  that  the  business  of  the  city  may  go  for- 
ward without  interruption. 
I  am,  etc., 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  with  the  order  of  business  for  regu- 
lar meetings. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  for  the  Redemption  of  the  City 
Debt.    (City  Doc.  No.  70.)    Placed  on  file. 

Mayor's  message  S'jipointing  Charles  W.  Swan, 
M.  D.,  Edward  S.  Wood,  M.  D.,  and  Henry  B. 
Bovvditch,  M.  D.,  a  commission  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  comi>arative  desirability,  on  sani- 
tary grounds,  of  the  Sudbury,  Mystic,  Shawsheen 
and  Charles  rivers  waters.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  I).  Thurston  and  Trustees  of 
Eliot  School,  West  Roxbury,  and  complaint  of 
Franklin  Hopkins.  Severally  referred  in  concur- 
rence. 

Resolve  and  order  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  for  widening  Washington  street 
(formerly  Guild  row),  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
81280.50.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  sale  by  auction  of  the  old  city 
stable.  Highlands.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orilers  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Roxbbury  and  King  streets,  Ward 
15,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000;  and  authoriz- 
ing the  erection  of  a  wooden  primary  schoolhouse 
in  the  Gibson  School  District,  Ward'16,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  ^15,000.  Severally  read  twice  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt 
of  Ward  16,  and  passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  report  on  the  exiiediency  of  intro- 
ducing stand-pipes  into  the  public  school  build- 
ings, as  a  protection  in  case  of  fire.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ortlers  authorizing  such  repairs  and  changes  as 
may  be  required  to  be  made  in  the  heating  appa- 
ratus of  the  City  Hall;  and  authorizing  such 
changes  as  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  third 
story  of  the  old  Washington  Schoolhouse,  to  ac- 
commadate  a  branch  office  of  the  City  Surveyor, 
Severally  road  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
iiile,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  and 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  sale  by  auction  of  the  old 
greenhouse  on  tlie  Public  Garden.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  cleaning  and  painting  of 
the  Public  Library  Iniildini;,  at  an  estimated  cost 
not  exceeding  S10,000.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  10,  and  passed. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  public  urinals  in  the  locations  specified 
in  said  orders,  and  requesting  the  JJoard  of  Health 
to  report  f)n  the  expediency  of  establishing  uri- 
nals in  certain  other  locations.  The  orders  were 
severally  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  and 
passed. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  the  ventilatior  of 
the  rooms  in  tne  front  of  City  Haii  upon  the  Gouge 


system,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  S10,000 ;  and  re- 
questing the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
tne  means.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  with  instruction-  to  invite  proposals 
for  ventilating  the  two  chambers  of  the  City 
Council. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  contract  with 
Johnson  &  Richardson  for  furnishing  and  set- 
ting a  granite  curb  and  steps  on  the  Tremont- 
street  side  of  ]5oston  Common,  at  a  cost  esti- 
mated at  $11,983.30. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  refer- 
ence of  the  rei)ort  and  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  with  leave  to  report  to  either  branch. 

Mr.  I'erkins  of  Ward  16 — I  move  that  the  report 
and  orders  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  for  this  rea- 
son I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  expedient  for  the 
City  Government  to  spend  tuis  .611,000  or  even  $1 
for  this  puri>ose,  because  I  believe  ihat  public  ne- 
cessity imperatively  requires  that  Xremont  street 
shall  be  widened  trom  Park  street  to  Boylston 
street,  and  I  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston  are  willing  to  concur  in  that,  when  it 
shall  be  done.  If  this  money  is  expended,  it  wiU 
be  lost  if  that  improvement  is  ordered.  Should 
the  motion  to  lav  on  the  table  prevail,  I  propose 
to  offer  an  order  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  thij  widening. 

The  question  was  put  and  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Dean  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council 
divided  and  the  declaration  was  verified  by  a  di- 
vision—23  for,  22  against. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  chief  clerk 
in  the  City  Registrar's  office  ylOO,  for  extra  servi- 
ces on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays ;  said  in- 
crease to  date  from  April  1, 1874.    Passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  certain  adjoining  estates  to  Orchard 
Park  for  the  purpose  of  improving  said  park. 
Passed. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4— I'etition  of  S.  Little 
et  at.,  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict, requesting  that,  in  view  of  the  growth  of  the 
city  and  the  danger  from  fire,  the  building  limits 
as  defined  in  the  ordinance,  approved  July  8, 1871, 
be  extended,  so  as  to  include  the  territory  defined 
as  follows :  Beginning  at  the  boundary  line  of  the 
present  limits  at  the  intersection  of  the  centre 
line  of  Rugc;les  street  and  shawmut  avenue,  thence 
running  througti  the  centre  of  Shawmut  avenue  to 
Dudley  street,  thence  through  the  centre  of  Dud- 
ley street  to  Harrison  avenue,  thence  through  the 
centre  of  Harrison  avenue  to  Palmer  street,  there 
joining  the  boundary  line  of  the  present  limits. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

THE  WIDENING    OF  TREMONT    STREET  ON  BOSTON 
COM.MON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  report 
and  order  authorizing  a  contract  with  Johnson  & 
Richardson  for  furnishing  and  setting  a  granite 
curb  and  steps  on  the  Tremont-street  side  o/  Bos- 
ton Common,  at  a  cost  estimatea  at  !S11,983.30, 
were  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  West  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  with  an  order  providing  for 
the  erection  of  a  curbstone  along  the  line  of  the 
Tremont-street  mall,  Boston  Common,  at  a  cost  of 
$11,983.30,  being  an  excess  of  $1983.30  over  the 
amount  originally  appropriated  for  that  object, 
report  that  they  have  ascertained  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  and  the  SuperinteiKlent  of  that  depart- 
ment that  in  addition  to  the  amount  required  for 
furnishing  and  setting  the  curbstone  specified, 
there  will  be  needed  a  further  sum  of  $3608.15,  to 
do  the  necessary  gra<iing  and  sodding  after  the 
setting  of  the  curbstone  has  been  accomplished. 
They  therefore  recommend,  as  it  is  desirable  that 
the  whole  work  should  be  done  the  present  sea- 
son, the  passage  of  the  order  in  a  new  draft,  with 
another  order  giving  an  additional  approi)riation 
of  $5600  to  cove'- the  amount  in  excess  of  the  origi- 
nal appropriation  of  $10,000.  Reference  is  made 
to  the  City  Engineer's  estimate  accompanying  this 
report.  [The  estimates  in  the  City  Engineer's 
cominunieation  are  the  following:  Cost  of  curb 
and  steps  at  contract  prices,  $11,983.30;  work  to  be 
done  outside  of  contracts,  including  loam,  filling, 
gravel,  sodding  and  removal  of  West-street  gate, 
$2190.75;  additional  for  fences  to  protect  sodding, 
and  for  contingencies,  $1417.40.    Total,  $15,591.45.] 
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Ordered,  That  the  Coniniittee  on  Common  and 
I'uhlic  Grounds  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  contract  vvlth  John^iou  &  Richardson,  the 
lovve-t  bidders,  for  furnisliing  and  setting  a  gran- 
ite curb  and  steps  on  the  Tremont-street  side  of 
Boston  Common,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
their  pro))osal  dated  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
July  A.  D.  1874,  the  expense,  estimated  at 
$11,983.30,  also  to  grade  and  sod  the  Tremont- 
street  mall  so  far  as  rendered  necessary  by  the 
setting  of  said  curb  and  steps,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $3608.15 ;  to  be  chargetl  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  (irounds. 

Ordered  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  autliorizcd  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  \he  sum  of  .$5600 ;  to  be  added  to  the  appro- 
priations for  Common,  etc.,  for  the  curbing,  grad- 
ing and  soddirg  of  Tremont-street  mall,  Hoston 
Common. 

The  orders  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance were  substituted  for  those  reported  origi- 
nally from  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Fublic 
Grounds,  and  the  question  was  on  giving  them  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  that  the  orders  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  <loubted  tlie  vote  and  the  declaration  was 
verified  by  a  division— 23  for,  22  against. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  offered  tLe  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Stieets  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expe- 
diency or  widening  Tremont  street  by  taking  a  por- 
tion of  the  Common,  from  Park  to  Boylston 
street,  and  to  report  upon  the  same  at  an  early 
day. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  It  will  only  be  an  entering  wedge  to  the 
cutting  up  of  the  Common.  The  Common  is  the 
only  ijlace  that  poor  people  have  in  the  centre 
of  the  city  as  a  place  of  resort  during  the  day  or 
evening,  and  this  order  is  the  first  movement 
toward  cutting  it  up.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
entertain  it  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— The  interest  manifest- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Common  for  the  use  of  the  poor  is 
undoubtedly  very  satisfactory  to  himself,  and  it 
is  very  proper.  I  certainly  would  go  as  far  as 
any  other  citizen  of  Boston  in  discountenancing 
anythin;-  that  would  curtail  the  fair  propor- 
tions of  .)ur  Common,  and  thereby  deprive  our 
citizens  of  their  accustomed  and  beautiful  place 
of  resort.  But,  as  1  stated  before,  when  I  made  a 
motion  to  lay  the  order  relating  to  the  curbstone 
on  the  table,  it  is  a  question  of  public  necessity. 
It  does  not  aim  to  benefit  one  man  at  the  expense 
of  another ;  it  aims  to  accommodate  the  citizens 
of  a  great  city,  including  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  and  all  his  constituents.  A  large  number 
of  citizens  demand  it,  and  the  day  is  lot  far  dis- 
tant when  this  thing  must  be  done,  and  1  believe 
that  gentlemen  of  the  Council  who  are  conversant 
with  the  facts  in  the  case  will  admit  that  it  is  in- 
evitable. It  will  not  curtail  the  Common,  and  no 
man,  after  it  is  done,  would  know  that  the  Com- 
mon had  been  encroached  upon  at  all.  If  it  v\  ould 
curtail  the  Common  I  would  be  the  last  man  to 
favor  it.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Streets  will  carefully  consider  this 
matter  and  speedily  report  upon  it. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— For  one,  I  hope  this 
order  will  not  pass.  It  is  only  a  short  time  since 
that  we  took  away  the  sidewalk  from  tliat  side  of 
the  street ;  it  was  said  then  that  they  would  want 
more,  and  I  believed  it.  The  street  is  wide  enough 
now.  I  do  not  understand  the  genileman  when 
he  says  a  large  number  of  our  citizens  want  this 
done.  I  know  that  a  large  number  of  citizens  do 
not  want  it  done  ;  the  peojile  have  never  petition- 
ed for  it,  and  a  majority  of  the  public  press  is  op- 
posed to  it.  1  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  it,  and 
I  believe  it  is  the  stepping  stone  to  cutting  up  the 
Common  and  using  it  for  other  jjurposes.  I  hope 
this  thing  will  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table,  as  he  wished  to  offer  another  one. 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken,  the  Chair  was  in 
doubt  as  to  the  result;  the  Council  divided  and  a 
count  showed  24  had  voted  in  the  ?.lliimative  and 
24  in  the  negative.  The  President  voted  in  the 
aflfimative,  and  the  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets,  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  dividing  the  Boston  Com- 


mon into  house  lots,  and   offering   the    same    by 
XJnblic  auction. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  moved  that  it  be  laid 
upon  the  table  in  company  with  the  other  one. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — I  hope  that  no  such  order 
will  be  laid  on  the  table.  It  is  ridiculous,  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  in  order,  and  move  that  it 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  took  precedence  of  the  motion  to  iudefi- 
uitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — I  am  not  conversant  with 
the  gentleman's  ideas,  but  1  think  the  order  is  per- 
fectly proper;  and  when  he  says  it  is  not  in  order 
I  think  he  goes  too  far. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  do  not  believe  the  order 
is  quite  so  ridiculous  as  some  members  of  this 
Government  think  it  is.  I  think  the  City  (Govern- 
ment has  just  as  good  a  right  to  cut  up"  the  Com- 
mon into  house  lots  and  sell  them  as  to  take  a  part 
of  it  for  widening  Tremont  street,  and  unless  we 
stop  where  we  are  we  shall  eventually  lose  the 
Common.  I  am  opposed  utterly  and  entirely  to 
encroaching  upon  the  Conim'oii.  If  Tremont 
street  must  be  widened,  let  it  be  done  on  the  other 
side,  even  if  it  costs  ten  times  as  much.  To  me, 
personallj  ,  the  Common  is  not  worth  a  copper;  I 
have  not  been  on  it  for  a  month.  But  it  is  worth 
a  great  deal,  located  in  the  heart  of  a  great  city, 
and  should  be  preserved  intact. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  am  gratified  to  see 
that  my  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  is  a  man  of  sentiment.  I  did  not  know 
it  before.  But  1  am  pained  to  see  the  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  advocate  such  a  wild, 
preposterous  idea  as  the  widening  of  Tremont 
srreet  on  the  other  side.  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
if  the  Common  has  not  been  encroached  upon 
already. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — 1  am  very  well  aware 
that  it  has  been  encroached  upon,  and  I  wish  it 
had  not  been.  It  was  the  first  step  that  led  to  this 
mischief. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  one,  sir,  as  ignorant  of 
parliamentary  law  and  practice  as  I  am  may  be 
allowed  to  say  a  word,  1  wish  to  say  it  now.  I 
want  to  answ'er  the  suggestion  made  by  my  friend 
on  the  Finance  Committee,  and  that  is  in  regard 
to  cutting  up  and  selling  the  Common.  Now,  he 
knows  that  is  against  all  law;  that  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  City  Solicitor  time  and  again,  that 
the  city  of  Boston  is  not  competent  to  sell  any 
part  of  the  Common.  But,  sir,  it  has  a  perfect 
right  TO  widen  a  street  by  encroaching 'on  the 
Common,  and  no  one  dares  to  disjiute  that  right. 
In  my  mind  that  right  is  settled ;  perhaps  it  has  not 
been  looked  into  by  others.  It  is  said  by  my  wor- 
thy friend  from  the  Seyenth  Ward,  that^this  is  to 
be  the  entering  wedge  fo  cutting  up  the  Common. 
As  it  has  been  settled  that  no  part  of  the  Common 
can  be  sold,  that  argument  falls.  Now,  what  are  the 
facts?  The  facts  are,— and  it  is  proper  to  state 
them,  for  they  form  the  basis.  I  presume,  of  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  the  Sixteenth 
Ward,  and  of  his  order— that  it  has  been  voted 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds,  having  authority  so  to  do,  to  put  a 
fine  curbstone  on  what  is  at  present  an  unsightly 
place.  It  is  very  desirabla  that  it  should  be  done 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  They  have 
received  proi^osals  and  awarded  the  contract  for 
placing  this  curbstone,  for  something  less  than 
$12,000 ;  it  is  propo.-ed  to  have  that  curbstone  thirty 
or  thirty-one  niches  in  depth,  and  about  sixteen 
inches  of  it  above  the  level  of  the  pavement ;  there 
are  to  l;e  eleven  entrances  from  Park-street  church 
down  to  Boylston  street,  by  steps.  Now,  in  the 
judgment  of  a  part  of  the  (  ommittee,  it  is  expedi- 
ent that  Tremont  street,  in  front  of  the  Common, 
should  be  widened  several  feet,  although  a  num- 
ber of  tlie  Committee  did  not  agree  with  that  prop- 
osition. But  there  are  a  large  number  of  citizens 
of  Boston  who  think  it  has  got  to  be  dore,  and 
that  now  is  the  proper  time  for  widening  that 
street.  Now,  if  that  curbstone  is  to  be  laid  six- 
teen inches  below  the  street,  it  will  interfere  with 
the  trees  and  add  another  means  of  killing  them ; 
so  the  que>tion  conies,  and  perhaps  very  iiroperly, 
whether  or  not  this  is  not  a  better  lirne  to  do  it, 
and  whether  that  row  of  trees  had  not  better  be 
taken  out  at  once.  1  do  not  say  that  this  is  the  de- 
liberate opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  committee,  as 
I  am  not  authorized  to  speak  of  that;  but  I  can 
state  from  my  own  knowledge  that  a  majority  of 
the  committee  favor  it,  and  they  want  to  d<)  it 
with  all  due  regard  for  the  sentiments  and  wishes 
of  the  people  of  Boston.  Why,  sir,  a  few  days  since 
a  party  high  in  ofl&ce  in  this  City  Hall— was  told 
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by  one  of  the  oldest  and  noblest  of  our  citizens — 
that,  atllioufih  lie  had  opposed  tlie  cutting 
dovvji  of  llie  I'addoek  ilnis  and  almost  abused  the 
Mayor  for  ajipiovinf;'  it,  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  ilie  best  thing-  that  could  be 
done,  and  he  would  take  back  all  that  he  liad  said. 

The  time  allowed  for  debate  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  tlie  table  having-  expired,  the  motion  was 
put  and  lost,  and  the  (juestion  recurred  on  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It'  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
mistaken  idea  many  people  have  in  regard  to  an 
infringement  of  the  Common.  Now.  sir,  I  only 
■Hish  gentlemen  would  take  a  stand  upon  the 
Common  close  to  Park-street  Church,  and  cast 
their  eyes  down  along  Tremont  street  so  far  as 
they  may  be  able  to  see,  and  just  imagine  that 
outer  row  of  trees — some  of  which  are  dying — 
ttkeu  out,  and  a  handsome  wiilk  there  instead, 
and  this  beautiful  curbstone  there;  and  1  think 
any  gentlenian,  instead  of  reading  out  the 
newspaper  squibs  and  following  out  what 
the  press  says,  would  make  up  his  mind 
that  it  should  be  done.  A  portion  of 
the  press  favors  this  project,  and  a 
portion  opposes  it.  That  is  proper  and  very  right, 
for  the  fair  discussion  of  ihe  subject  But  1  un- 
dertake to  say  that  if  this  line  is  laid  out,  there 
can  hardly  be  found  a  citizen  of  Boston  who  would 
not  approve  it.  1  ask  the  members  of  the  Council 
to  take  a  comprehensive  view  ot  this  matter.  Then 
I  ask  them  to  consider  the  question  of  asphalt 
as  a  collateral  question  to  this.  I  saw  a  communi- 
cation from  some  gentleman  in  a  pajier,  stating 
that  asphalt  was  jiut  there  for  the  purpose  of  kill- 
ing the  tiees.  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  record 
that  since  the  asphalt  was  put  there  the  lives  of 
some  five  or  .six  of  those  trees  on  Boylston  stieet 
have  been  saved.  Thatis  a  matter  of  histoiy.  It  is 
a  fact  that  since  the  asphalt  was  put  there  some 
half  a  dozen  of  the  trees  have  flourished 
as  they  never  did  before;  therefore,  the  ar- 
gument that  asphalt  injured  theiu  falls  to 
the  grounc;.  1  have  no  question  in  my 
mind  that  the  asphalt  saved  the  lives  of 
some  of  those  trees  at  the  place  referred  to; 
I  have  not  a  doubt  in  my  mind  that  most  of  the 
trees  saiil  to  have  been  killed  by  the  asphalt  were 
dead  before  the  asphalt  was  put  there,  and  yet 
peo^jle  called  for  it  to  be  taken  up.  But  1  do  not 
desire  to  argue  that  matter  any  further  or  with 
any  stress,  but  I  want  the  people  to  be  perfectly 
satisfied  that  what  some  of  the  committee  pro- 
pose to  do,  if  the  public  and  the  City  Government 
will  bear  them  out,  is  the  best  for  the  public  in- 
terest, and  that  the  prettiest  thing  that  can  be 
done  as  an  ornament  to  our  picturesijue  Common 
and  a  convenience,  is  that  suggested  by  the  order 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  IG. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  renewed  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  order,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

THE  BOSTON  -WATER  HOARD. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  flonor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  Hon.  Benjamin  R.  Curtis 
as  to  tlie  extent  of  the  powers  which  can  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  Boston  Water  Board  when  estab- 
lished by  the  City  Council,  imder  the  provisions  of 
chapter  179  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874 ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

'Die  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Uean  of  AVard  12—1  would  like  to  hear  some 
reasons  for  being  at  the  expense  of  getting  addi- 
tional legal  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
We  all  know  that  our  courts  are  but  human,  and 
if  you  should  get  an  opinion  from  Mr.  Curtis, 
whether  the  Su))ieine  Court  will  decide  in  act  ord- 
ance  with  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  anybo.yat 
this  time  to  foretell.  Whatever  his  opinion  would 
be,  the  matter  would  still  be  in  the  same  uncer- 
tainty;  and  if  he  should  decide  in  one  way,  those 
who  entertain  a  dilferent  opinion  might  desire 
still  further  legal  information.  Therefore  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  we  should  gain  anything  by- 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Curtis  at  all. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— My  desire,  in  this  whole 
water  question,  has  been  to  do  all  we  can  to  get 
the  best  information  in  our  power,  to  take  ample 
time  to  eonisider  it,  and  then  to  act  in  the  wisest 
way  that  we  can.  It  is  in  i)ursuanee  of  that  same 
theory  that  1  have  ottered  this  order.  1  under- 
stand" from  the  remarks  that  were  made  the  other 
evening  that  probably  in  September  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  i)assed  the  other  evening  will 
come  up,  and  we  shall  have  to  vote  upon  it  one 


way  or  the  other,  and  I,  for  one,  thought  I  would 
like  more  information  upon  this  subject  before  I 
■vote.  It  would  be  impossible,  of  course,  to  get  a 
decision  from  the  courts  before  that  time.  There 
is  one  very  ecpiivocal  sentence  in  the  act  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  to  wlii(-h  my  friend  from  Ward 
12  called  attention  in  a  very  able  manner  at  the 
last  meeting.  Me  have  tbe  oiiinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  laid  before  us,  and  the  contrary  opinion 
of  two  eminent  members  of  the  legal  piofession. 
I  do  not  like  to  vote  for  a  matter  while  it  lies  in 
that  shape,  and  1  thought  that  i)erhav)s  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  all  of  us,  if  we  shall  have  to 
vote  upon  the  matter  again  in  .-^epfember,  that  it 
might  hel))  us  all  to  have  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Cur- 
tis. It  would  not  commit  us  to  anything;  it  is 
merely  one  additional  piece  of  information.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  t  ouncil  to  whom  I  mentioned 
this  subject  seemed  [tleased  with  the  idea.  I  know 
no  harm  it  can  do,  aiul  tlie  expense  will  not  he 
considerable,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
give  us  some  help  towards  making  up  our  minds 
when  the  (luestion  comes  before  us. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  objection  is  that  it 
settles  nothing.  The  question  would  be  no  more 
settled  than  it  was  before;  no  more  than  it  is 
now;  the  opuiion  will  not  be  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree obligatory  upon  the  courts.  They  alone  can 
settle  the  question.  They  decided  thequestion  of 
the  School  Committee  in  opposition  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  if  I  were  to  be  asked  I  would  say 
the  City  Solicitor  was  right,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  wrong.  But  their  decision  is  law,  and  that 
settles  that"  matter.  If  you  could  get  this  law 
settled  ilefinitively  before'  the  thing  is  done,  then 
of  course  it  woiiid  be  well  to  do  it.  But  that  is 
not  done.  The  Supreme  Court  would  only  gi\  e  its 
opinion  after  the  ordinance  is  adopted  and  any- 
body attempted  to  act  iincler  it,  and  that  risk  has 
got  to  be  run  at  all  events,  at  all  hazards, 
whatever  the  opinion  of  Mr  Curtis  might  be — as 
able  as  we  all  know  he  is.  If  his  opinion  should 
be  wi'h  that  of  the  two  gentlemen  opposed  to  Mr. 
Healy,  you  would  still  have  the  same  doubt,  be- 
cause we  all  recognize  Mr.  Healy's  eminent  ability, 
particularly  on  all  matters  rela'ting  to  municipal 
law.  If  he  should  decide  according  to  Mr.  Healy's 
opinion,  the  doubt  would  not  be  solved,  and  you 
will  pass  upon  the  question  wliether  you  are  es- 
tablishing a  board  with  jjowers  just  as  much  un- 
known, their  extent  just  as  illy  defined  as  they  are 
today.  Therefore  it  seems  to  "me,  with  all  respect 
for  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9— it  seems  to  me  to 
be  utterly  impossible  to  get  this  question  out  of 
the  range  of  doubt,  unless  you  apply  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  you  cannot  do  that  until  you 
have  acted  under  the  statute.  If  the  question  re- 
solved itself  into  any  other  position  than  this,  I 
should  very  heartily  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  hope  we  shall  get  Mr. 
Curtis's  opinion  in  this  matter.  We  now  have  two 
positive  opinions  on  one  side  and  the  other,  which 
are  not  entirely  satisfactory — that  of  Mr.  Healy, 
because  he  was  concerned  ill  drawing  up  the  act 
and  may  be  considered  as  having  some  feeling  in 
giving  it  an  interpretation  such  as  he  thought 
it  was  intended  to  have  ;  on  the  other  hand,  is  an 
or-inion  drawn  by  two  legal  gentlemen  for  their 
clients.  It  has  been  sugges'ted  that  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  commission  sounded  around  and 
found  fvvo  lawyers  on  the  other  side,  and  so  we 
have  two  opinions,  one  paid  for  by  clients,  and 
one  to  back  up  a  statute  which  tlie  gentleman 
giving  the  opinion  had  been  instrumental  in 
drawing.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  have  an 
opinion  drawn  by  a  disinterested  member  of  the 
bar — many  of  us  not  having  made  up  our  minds, 
and  having  to  act  upon  the  best  judgment  we  can 
have  upon  the  law  and  the  facts — if  we  have  an 
opinion  from  a  man  of  the  standing  of  .ludge 
Curtis,  occjipying  an  impartial  position  as  he  does 
in  this  matter,  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to 
manv  of  u- . 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
I  do  not  suppose  the  opinion  of  Judge  Curtis 
would  definitely  settle  thequestion;  but  I  sup- 
pose that  if  we  had  his  opinion  before  us  it  would 
settle  it  definitely  in  my  mind,  at  least,  and  I 
should  like  to  have  i*.  1  can  see  no  possible  ob- 
jection to  passing  the  order;  the  expense  would 
be  trivial. 

Mr.  Dacev  of  Word  20—1  think  the  party  defeat- 
ed at  the  last  meeting  are  asking  too  much.  The 
gentlemen  opposed  to  a  commission  paid  for  the 
opinion  they  received,  and  I  do  not  see  why  those 
favoring  tlie  commission  should  not  pay  for  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  if  they  desire  to  obtain  it. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  I  have  as  high  an 
opinion  of  Judge  Curtis  as  any  one  else:  1  had 
the  pleasure  and  honor  of  voting  for  him  for  sen- 
ator thirty-three  time  at  the  State  House.  But  I 
think  this  order  is  wholly  unnecessary,  because, 
as  the  gentleman  from  AVard  12  hays,  it  settles 
nothing.  We  have  got  the  opinions  of  three  gen- 
tlemen. Those  opinions  differ.  So  do  the  opin- 
ions of  judges  on  the  beiuli.  Now,  what  good  is 
this  going  to  do  ?  We  have  got  to  Bay  Judge  Cur- 
tis five  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars  for  his  opin- 
ion, but  it  will  settle  nothing.  It  may  be  as  good 
as  Mr.  Maine's,  or  Mr.  Butler's,  or  Mr.  Healy's. 
Why,  I  remember  that  the  City  Government  asked 
Mr.  Curtis's  opinion  on  another  matter  in  getting 
an  act  through  the  Legi-lature,  and  the  court 
decided  against  him.  What  good  did  it  do?  It 
cost  the  city  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  can  get  along  without  this  opinion.  If  it 
settled  anything  I  i-hould  not  differ  v\ith  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9,  but  I  think  we  have  got 
opinions  enough.  I  believe  the  only  place  to  get 
an  opinion  is  from  the  Legislature,  by  setting  the 
law  made  so  plain  that  there  shall  be  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  think  there 
can  be  any  fair  opposition  to  taking  the  opinion 
of  Judge  Curtis.  We  shall  meet  in  the  fall  just 
as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  We  cannot  discuss 
it  or  vote  any  more  intelligently,  and  if  there  is 
any  one  thing  that  will  enable  us  to  form  correct 
opinions  upon  this  subject  and  make  up  our 
minds,  it  will  be  having  the  opinion  of  the  ac- 
knowledged leader  of  the  bar  in  the  United 
States,  whose  legal  opinion  is  worth  as  much  as 
that  of  any  judge  ui)on  the  bench.  The  gentle- 
mfen  from  Ward  12  says  the  question  will  not  ba 
settled  by  this  opinion.  That  is  true;  you  never 
can  settle  any  question  of  law  until  you  get  a  de- 
cision from  the  court,  ana  therefore  you  never 
can  look  for  absolute  certainty,  but  from  the  best 
legal  authority.  AVe  must  look  to  the  best  light 
that  we  can  obtain.  Now,  suppose  we  should  get 
the  opinion  of  Judge  Curtis  against  Mr.  Healy's 
opinion.  I,  for  one,  would  vote  against  the 
ordinance  and  I  think  nearly  the  whole  of 
this  Council  would.  If  Mr.  Curtis's  opinion 
were  the  other  way  I  tliink  it  would  cairy  a  large 
number  of  minds  now  opposed  to  the  ordinance. 
I  know  of  one  member  of  tliis  Council,  who  is  not 
present,  who  said  he  should  accept  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Curtis,  if  it  were  in  accordance  with  Mr. 
Healy's.  I  think  it  is  certainly  not  fair,  when 
members  of  this  City  Government  have  gone  out 
of  their  way  to  get  an  opinion,  have  it  printed  and 
lug  it  in,  and  raise  a  doubt,  that  they  should  say 
the  question  cannot  be  settled.  If  that  was  done 
in  all  cases  it  would  be  a  great  obstruction  to  busi- 
ness. We  would  never  get  business  done  if  mem- 
bers were  to  go  about  and  get  private  opinions 
and  argue  against  a  measure,  if  we  cannot  offset 
such  an  opinion.  If  the  opposition  to  this  order 
was  based  upon  that  doubt,  I  do  not  think  there 
can  be  any  fair  opposition  to  solving  that  doubt  in 
the  best  way  we  can,  and  not  lay  the  matter  over 
another  year,  simply  on  the  strength  of  that  doubt. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  entiiely  concur  with 
my  colleague  in  the  order  which  he  has  intro- 
duced. As  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15, 
this  doubt  was  raised  entirely  upon  the  strength 
of  an  opinion  from  two  lawyers  obtained  expressly 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  argument  here  is  based 
upon  the  fact  that  this  doubt  was  raised  entirely 
upon  the  opinion  of  those  lawyers.  Now,  taking 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
that  lawyers'  opinions  settle  nothing,  why  does  he 
lay  any  stress  upon  any  opinion.  The  only  legal 
opinion  for  us  to  be  governed  by,  according  to  Ms 
line  of  argument,  is  that  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
We  have  obtained  that  opinion,  but  because  two 
outside  lawyers  have  raised  a  doubt,  therefore 
they  say  we  caunot  go  on  and  act  under  this 
statute.  But  now  when  we  propose  to  get  another 
opinion,  then  the  point  is  raised  that  a  legal 
opinion     settles     nothing,    because    you     have 

f:ot  one  on  one  side  and  one  on  another, 
t  is  said  we  cannot  settle  anything  till  we  go  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  Are  we  not  going  to  do  any- 
thing till  we  get  an  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court? 
That  is  just  what  it  leads  to.  Now  I  say  that 
those  who  oppose  this  commission  do  so  simply 
because  of  the  opinion  of  two  eminent  lawyers, 
and  they  oppose  this  order  because  it  will  tend 
to  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Flyuu  of  Ward  7. — I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  whether  or  not  he  knows 
that  Mr.  Curtis  has  ever  expressed  an  opinion  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  either  publicly  or  private- 
ly, to  any  member  of  this  Government. 


Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  never  heard  of  Mr. 
Curtis  having  expressed  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject in  any  way,  nor  do  I  know  what  his  opinion  is 
if  he  has  any. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12— As  I  understand  it,  Mr. 
Healy  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  drawing  of  this 
act,  and  1  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  drawing  of  that  act 
it  would  have  been  drawn  differently.  Other  acts 
drawn  by  him  relating  to  the  taking  of  water  have 
been  "by  such  board"  or  "agent"  or  "agency"  as 
the  City  Council  might  see  fit  to  adopt  for  tliat 
purpose,  and  it  is  so  in  eveiy  instance,  until  you 
get  this  one.  Take  the  act  passed  this  very 
session  for  the  taking  of  water  for  build- 
ing storage  reservoirs;  it  savs  "by  the 
said  AVater  Board, or  sucii  other  agents  as  the  City 
Council  may  see  fit  to  adopt  for  that  puipose." 
Now,  then,  I  have  been  informed  that  a  member 
of  the  Water  Board  distinctly  stated  that  this  act 
did  give  this  exact  power,  whether  it  was  put 
there  for  the  purpose  or  not,  and  that  when  this 
ordinance  was  passed  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  the  City  Council  to  deal  with  the  question  at 
all.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  is  concerned,  I  do  not  raise  any  (piestion 
as  to  its  sincerity  or  value ;  and  so  far  as  the  other 
eminent  men  wiio  gave  aii  opinion,  there  can  be 
no  question  but  that  it  is  equally  honest,  that  it 
was  their  firm  conviction ;  and  if  you  undertake  to 
get  any  more  opinions  now,  you  simply  get  an 
opinion  upon  a  new  question.  And  my  friend 
says.  Do  you  get  no  light  from  lawyers?  Why 
every  lawy ;  r  knows  tin  t  ^he  courts  can  deside  one 
way  or  another,  and  give  good  reasons.  You 
argue  a  case  before  the  "court  and  go  away,  and 
they  call  you  back  again  to  argue  it  again,  because 
they  cannot  decide  it,  and  when  they  do  decide 
they  are  governed  many  times  by  the  expediency 
of  the  hour.  I  believe  that  was  the  case  with  the 
School  Committee.  Allusion  has  been  made  to 
the  fire  loan.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  it  was 
Judge  Curtis's  opinion  that  it  was  clearly  within 
the  authoi'ity  of  the  City  Government  to  issue 
those  bonds,  but  the  Sup'reme  Court  thought  it 
was  not,  and  thus  in  practice,  as  every  legal  gen- 
tleman knows  full  well,  we  are  constantly  going 
before  the  court  with  question^  that  the  court  has 
got  to  decide  somehow,  and  neither  side  can  tell 
which  way  it  is  going  to  be,  and  the  decision  is 
perfectly  satisfactory  whichever  way  it  is,  because 
you  know  good  reasons  can  be  given  either  way. 
I  remember  once,  while  nractismg  in  Miiidlesex 
County,  when  decisions  were  given  in  open  court, 
before  the  custom  of  sending  down  rescripts,  that 
it  used  to  be  the  custom  for  one  to  turn  to  another 
after  tie  decisions  were  rendered  and  ask,  "AVeU, 
what  luck  did  you  have?"  And  it  is  a  question  of 
luck.  It  is  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  ques- 
tions should  be  settled,  but  the  question  is,  "What 
luck  did  you  have  ?"  I  remember  some  one  s]3oke  to 
Judge  Metcalf  about  his  great  learning.  "AVell,"  he 
said, "I  suppose  I  do  guess  right  sometimes."  The 
gentleman  from  AVard  15  suggests,  Is  there  any 
objection  to  having  the  doubt  solved?  Certainly 
not,  if  you  can  solve  it.  He  admits  that  this 
would  not  solve  the  doubt,  but  it  will  simply  make 
the  probability  on  the  one  side  stronger  than  the 
other.  Now  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  on  this  question  ;  I  did  not  con- 
sider, when  this  opinion  should  come,  that  it 
would  alter  the  matter ;  I  simply  said  that  after 
all  it  was  one  of  those  questions  involving  certain 
things  in  doubt,  and  no  person  going  to  dis- 
pose of  a  large  amount  of  property  would 
do  so  until  such  a  doubt  was  settled.  The 
question  is  suggested  in  what  way  it  can  be 
definitely  settled.  The  only  way  is  to  establish 
this  board  without  such  powers,  or  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature as  the  gentleman  from  AVard  5  suggested. 
Suppose  you  establish  this  board,  there  is  the  risk 
you  run.  The  question  that  arisen  is  one  of  doubt. 
As  to  whether  the  Cochituate  AVater  Board  has  ad- 
ministered its  affairs  correctly,  or  wisely,  or  judi- 
ciously, my  own  opinion  is  that  jit  lias  neeu  led 
into  certain  errors,  and  that  is  about  the  only  crit- 
icism that  I  can  see  which  can  be  made  upon 
them — that  they  have  presumed  to  involve  the 
city  in  a  debt  of  eleven  and  a  half  or  twelve  mil- 
lion dollars  when  there  is  no  need  of  it. 
I  undertook  to  illustrate,  the  other  day, 
by  their  last  report  that  8,000,000  of  gallons  run  to 
waste  daily,  and  6,000,000  of  gallons  are  wasted 
in  the  city  and  we  use  only  12,000.000, —that  is, 
1-1,000,000  gallons  are  entirely  wasted.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  showed  the  enormous  waste 
at  the  lake,  and  I  proceeded  to  show  that  if  you 
saved  that  water  you  will  not  need  any  more.    As 


468 


COMMON      COUNCIL, 


we  pret  light  upon  this  subject  it  seems  to  mc  that 
itwoulilue  a  };rcat  injury  to  establisli  a  board 
which  inif^ht  by  any  i)()ssi'liility  exercise  i)Owers 
that  tlic(,'ity  Council  could  not  control  and  did  not 
iiitcnd  to  fjivc.  That  is  my  i)ro-;)0^ition,  and  when 
you  get  this  opinion  you  are  no  better  off.  Sup- 
pose you  increase  the  probabilities  on  one  side  or 
the  Oilier,  is  there  any  less  doubt? 

It  is  admitted  generally  by  those  who  have 
spoken  that  if  this  board  should  have  that  power, 
they  would  not  favor  the  ordinance.  Nov/  I,  for 
one,  am  entirely  favorable  to  reoruanizing  the 
oroent  Cochituate  Water  Board,  because  the  City 
Solicitor's  opinion  is  that  you  can  reduce  the  num- 
ber, just  as  well  as  to  establish  a  Water  Board; 
you  can  give  it  just  the  same  powers  as  you  see  tit, 
pay  them  what  you  please,  and  keep  the  control 
m  your  hands.  So  what  is  the  use  of  asking  for 
au  opinion,  and  paying  for  it,  that  mav  tend  to 
coax  members  lo  pass  a  vote  to  take  from  you 
powers  lliat  you  have  got?  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  -ome  gentlemen  have  done  wrong- 
by  going  out  of  their  way  to  get  opinions, 
and  then  you  actually  conie  here  anil  advo- 
cate the  same  thing.  Now  we  I  ave  a  City  Solicit- 
or, and  because  the  court  decided  against  him  in 
the  School  Committee  case  does  not  shake  my 
belief  in  his  capacity ;  nor  does  it  shake  my  faith 
in  Judge  Curtis  because  the  Supreme  Court  de- 
cided against  him  in  regard  to  the  bonds.  The 
praise  bestowed  upon  Judge  Curtis  belongs  to 
him.  but  when  all  is  said  an  J  done  It  has  not  set- 
tled the  doubt. 

Mr.  Denny  of  "Ward  9—1  wish  to  know  if  the  City 
Solicitor  is  our  legal  authority  why  we  have  any 
right  to  consider  that  there  is  any  doubt  upon  the 
question.  He  has  submitted  aii  opinion  of  the 
proper  interpretation  of  the  act,  why  should  we 
not  accept  that  opinion  ?  If  a  doubt  can  be  raised 
on  tins  act,  then  one  can  be  raised  at  all  times. 
From  the  first  I  have  been  in  favor  of  accepting 
the  act  and  passing  the  ordinance.  The  question 
before  us  seems  to  be  whether  v.e  shall  obtain  an 
impartial  and  disinterested  opinion. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  "Ward  1.5 — L  was  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  argued  so  earnestly 
against  obtaining  advice  upon  a  mooted  question ; 
he  tries  to  confuse  us  by  saying  that  law  is  always 
doubtful,  and  he  gave  us  an  interesting  account 
of  his  experience  in  Middlesex  County,  where  he 
firs  saw  the  waters  of  the  Shausheen  liowing  into 
Boston  through  the  Middlesex  Canal, —which  is  all 
very  beautitul.  Of  course  there  is  doubt  al)out 
the  law;  you  cannot  draw  a  statute  in  which  a 
doubt  cannot  be  raised  by  ingenious  questions. 
The  question  is  not  whether  we  can  arrive  at  an 
absolute  certainty,  but  wbat  is  a  fair  preponder- 
ance of  opinion  upon  a  mooted  question.  The  gen- 
tleman referred  to  Mr.  Curtis's  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  fire  bonds.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
he  was  retained  as  counsel  by  the  city,  and  what 
he  did  as  counsel  cannot  be  taken  as'  an  opinion 
merely,  while  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  his  opinion 
would  be  Impartial  and  fair.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  stated  that  Mr.  Healy  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  drawing  of  this  a't.  As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  I  can  state 
that  it  was  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  and 
passed  through  his  office,  and  no  question  of  this 
kind  was  raised. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Was  the  act  submitted  to 
the  City  Solicitor  himself? 

Mr.  Putnam — I  do  not  state  it  so  strongly  as 
that,  but  I  know  it  received  the  ^auction  of  the 
City  Solicitor's  office,  am'  even  if  it  did  not,  so 
much  the  bet;  3r  reason  for  taking  the  best  legal 
0])inion  we  can  get. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  Ifi  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Is  that  question  debat- 
able ? 

The  President — It  is,  under  the  new  rule. 

Mr.  Shaw — In  regard  to  the  previous  question,  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  put,  but  I  want  to 
correct  a  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15,  that  those  who  ojiposed  the  acceptance 
of  this  act  are  opposed  to  a  Water  Commission. 
Now,  sir,  tliat  is  not  correct.  I  nant  to  put  myself 
right  before  the  pul)lie.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  Witer 
Commission,  as  I  was  in  favor  of  a  Fire  Commis- 
sion and  Health  Commission,  but  I  am  opiiosed 
to  the  jiowers  allowed  in  this  act,  and  1  believe 
many  members  of  this  Council  would  have  voted 
for  this  ordinance  were  it  not  for  the  powers  con- 
ferred in  the  act.  It  is  not  that  I  object  to  a  com- 
mission, but  to  the  powers  exercised  by  commis- 
sioners. And  if  that  act  were  amended  so  that 
the  powers  given  would  be  controlled  by  the  City 


Council,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  passed. 
I  believe  that  the  Fire  Department  is 
better  for  the  management  of  the  com- 
mission, but  I  believe  it  is  not  for  the  com- 
missioners to  transact  their  business  with  closed 
doors. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  order 
was  denied  a  second  reading,  by  a  rising  vote — ^18 
for,  30  against. 

KEPOufs  OF  COMMITTEES  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  cause  the  necessarj-  jiaint- 
ing  and  furnishing  to  be  done  in  the  building  30 
Peiaberton  square,  in  order  that  the  various  de- 
partments assigned  rooms  in  the  building  may  be 
located  as  soon  as  possible ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  school- 
house  on  land  belonging  to  the  city,  situated  on 
West  Fifth,  near  C  street,  South  "Boston,  from 
plans  approved  by  the  Committee  on  l*ublic  In- 
struction, at  an  estimated  cost  of  fiftj-  thousand 
dollars ;  the  exi)ense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation already  provided  for  the  erection  of  a 
primary  schoolhouse,  Lawrence  District. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  lu  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  the  order  might  take  its  second 
reading.  . 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  would  ask  what  Innd 
of  a  schooUio"use  is  going  to  be  put  there,  whether 
of  iron,  wood  or  brick?  It  appeals  to  m^  that  in 
the  short  time  ?ince  the  lot  was  purchased,  the 
committee  have  not  had  much  opportunity  to  fig- 
ure very  largely  upon  it.  I  v/ant  to  know  how 
many  rooms  it  is  to  have. 

Air.  Burditt — This  order  comes  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buddings,  and  is  in  the  usual 
form.  The  plans  are  obliged  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction ;  the  cost  is 
estimated  in  the  usual  way.  I  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule  that  the  work  might  go  on. 

Mr.  Crowley — That  does  notanswermj' question, 
whether  it  is  to  be  of  wood,  iron  or  brick. 

Mr.  Burditt — The  building  is  to  be  of  brick  and 
wiU  have  the  general  characteristics  of  the  Quln- 
cy-street  Schoolhouse,  and  will  cost  about  S50,000. 

"  The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  WaiTen  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — 
Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  to  grant  a  permit  to  A.  R.  "Whittier  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Randolph  street,  ac- 
cording to  his  application  on  tile  in  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  hope  that  order  will  lie 
over  until  the  next  meeting.  I  would  like  to  ex- 
amine into  the  size  and  character  of  the  builtilng. 
I  am  somewhat  interested,  as  the  locality  is  near 
th3t  of  our  corporation.  I  feel  interested  for  the 
neighborhood  generally  as  well  as  myself  person- 
ally, and  I  move  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee— Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Inspect- 
or of  IJuildin  vs  to  grant  a  permit  to  William  Clark 
&  Co.  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boylstou 
street.  Ward  17.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets- 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  apply  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Commonwealth  for  a  license  to  build 
a  bridge  or  solid  structure  across  South  B:<y,  as 
authorized  by  chapt  er  78  of  the  acts  of  the  "vear 
1869  and  chapter  114  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874. 

Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  land  recentlv  pur- 
chased of  John  Haven  for  the  extension  of  Clifton 
street  be  placed  under  the  ch.arge  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  until  said 
street  is  extended  :  and  said  committee  is  author- 
ized to  use  the  gravel  thereon  for  the  benefit  of 
the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  requested  to 
exam-ne  the  title  to  the  territory  on  Fort  Hill, 
known  as  Washington  square,  and  Inform  the 
City  Council  as  to  the  character  of  the  tei-ms  and 
conditions  which  the  city  of  Boston  is  authorized 
to  prescribe  for  the  use'  and  occupation  of  said 
territory  by  the  Manufacturers'  Exchange,  as  pro- 
vided in  cliapter  55  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1867. 
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Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee "on  Armories- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  he 
authorized  to  expend  an  additional  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding; fifty  dollars  in  tittine-  up  and  repairing 
the  armorv  of  Company  H,  Fifth  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, A\''inthrop  street,  Charlestown ;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Aimories. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
passed— yeas  40,  nays  0. 

A  (JOESTION  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  LAW. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  relating  to  the  widening  of  Tre- 
mont  street  by  taking  a  pnrt  of  Boston  Common; 
he  wished  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 17  for,  21 
against. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12—1  move  nou',  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  report  and  orders  from  the  Com-, 
mittee  on  Finance  relating  to  a  curbstone  on  Tre- 
mont  street,  between  Park  and  Boyls^on  streets, 
be  taken  from  the  table.  It  seems  that  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Council  is  adverse  to  the  widening  of 
Tremout  street,  and  if  that  be  the  case  this  work 
had  l)etter  go  on  during  the  present  favorable 
weather. 

The  President  decla-ed  the  motion  lost,  a  doubt 
was  raised,  the  (.'ouncil  divided,  and  it  appeared 
that  a  (juorum  had  not  voted. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn. 

The  Presieent— The  motion  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  moved  that  the  roll  be 
called  to  ascertain  if  a  quorum  were  present. 

The  President— That  motion  is  not  necessary. 
The  Clerk  will  proceed  to  call  the  roll,  that  it  may 
be  ascertained  if  a  quorum  is  present. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  loU,  and  it  ap- 
pearetl  that  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

At  the  concUision  of  the  calling  of  the  roll  Mr. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7  said— 

As  there  are  gentlemen  in  the  lobby,  I  move 
that  the  City  Messenger  be  requested  to  invite 
them  to  come  in. 

The  President — Any  member  coming  in  before 
the  result  is  declareti  will  have  Ins  name  called. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ask  for  the  calling  of  the 
name  of  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10,  who  is  within 
sound  of  your  voice. 

The  President— All  members  of  the  Council  will, 
please  take  their  seats. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  6—1  ask  if  we  have  noD  power 
to  send  for  absent  members  ? 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  solving  the 
doubt  whether  or  not  a  quorum  is  present.  It 
api)ears  thai  thirty-six  gentlemen  have  answered 
to  their  names. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  think  I  heard  the  Chair  say  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  make  a  motion  to  atijourn. 

The  President— The  Chair  so  stated.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  that  in  the  absence  of  a  quo- 
rum there  is  no  necessity  for  a  motion  to  adjourn, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  adjourn  the 
Council  without  such  a  motion,  and  in  all  parlia- 
mentary assemblies  where  a  quorum  is  fixed- 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  so  understood  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair.    I  now  raise  the  point  of  order— 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  not  discuss 
it  until  the  Chair  has  first  decided  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  I  have  a  right  to 
state  my  reasons. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  the  first  right. 
The  gentleman  has  the  right  to  raise  a  point  of 
order,  and  the  Chair  decides  it;  then  the  gentle- 
man has  the  right  to  appeal,  and  the  Chair  has  the 
right  to  discuss  the  question.  Although  there  is 
no  Council  present,  the  Chair  rules  that  the  point 
of  order  is  not  well  taken,  and  the  Chair  so  rules 
upon  the  best  authority  in  the  United  States 
— the  only  court  authority — —which  is  "Cush- 
ing's  Manual  of  Law  and  Practice  of  Leg- 
islative Assemblies."  In  article  361,  page 
147,  the  whole  subject  is  fully  explained.  The 
Chair  will  read  it  for  the  information  of  members 
and  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  It  applies 
entirely  to  legislative  practice  in  the  United  States, 
and  nowhere  else :   i 

"Where  the  number  necessary  to  form  a  quorum 
of  a  legislative  assembly  is  fixed,  without  the  pres- 
ence 01  whom  no  business  can  be  entered  upon  or 
proceeded  with,the  inability  extends  and  applies  to 
questions  of  adjournment  as  well  as  to  other  mat- 
ters of  business,  and,  if  a  qiiorinn  is  not  present, 
no  question  of  adjournment  can  properly  be  pro- 
ijosed  to  the  assembly  itself  for  its  decision,  for  it 


is  not  then  in  a  condition  to  decide  any 
question.  The  only  thing  that  can  be  done,  in 
such  an  emergency  is  for  the  presiding  officer,  or 
the  Clerk,  if  the  former  is  not  present,  to  declare 
without  putting  the  question  thereupon,  that  the 
assembly  stands  adjourned  until  the  next  sitting 
day.  Tliis  is  as  effectual,  to  continue  the  session 
as  an  adjournment  on  question,  and  the  assembly 
is  as  regularly  appointed  to  meet  on  the  next 
sitting  day  as  it  would  be  by  its  own  order.  This 
rule,  which  is  derived  from  the  practice  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  only  applies  to  those  assem- 
blies, which  like  that  house  have  a  fixed  quorum, 
but  no  power  of  dispensing  with  the  wani  of  one, 
or  of  proceeding  uijon  anything  in  its  absence. 
The  States,  in  which  the  legislative  assemblies  are 
of  this  character,  and  to  which  consequently  the^ 
rule  applies,  are  those  of  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts,  New  York  and  North  Caro- 
lina. 

In  these  assemblies,  therefore,  the  chair  is  not: 
generally  to  be  taken  by  the  presiding  officer,  and 
the  assembly  called  to  order  until  a  quorum  is 
present.  If  no  time  has  been  fixed  upon  before- 
hand for  t'le  meeting,  the  presiding  ofticer  should 
wait  a  reasonable  time;  and  tuen,  if  a  quorum 
does  not  appear  to  be  present,  he  shoiilu  take  the 
chair  for  ihe  purpose,  and  declare  the  assembly, 
adjourned  until  the  n"xt  sittjng  day,  witnout  a 
question.  If  the  presiding  officer  should  not  hap- 
pen to  be  present,  the  declaration  shouM  be  made 
by  the  clerk.  In  this  case,  the  adjournment  does 
not  take  place  in  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  mem- 
bers assembled,  but  in  virtue  of  the  principle  that 
the  assembly,  when  once  constituted,  continues  as 
of  couise  to  meet  every  legislative  day,  until  dis- 
solved. If  an  hour  has  betn  fixed  for  the  meeting, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  hour  a  suflicieht 
number  is  not  present,  the  assembly  is  adjourned 
until  ihe  next  silting  day,  in  the  manner  just 
stated. 

"But  in  all  the  legislative  assemlilies  in  this 
country,  except  tho-e  in  the  States  enumerated, 
the  rule  is  difterent.  In  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  tho.-e.of  the  other  States 
not  above  enumerated,  while  the  quorum  of  each 
is  thereby  fixed,  it  is  expressly  provided  that  a 
less  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day.  In 
these  assemblies,  therefore,  the  chair  may  be 
taken  precisely  at  the  moment  fixed  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  assembly,  wiihout  uaitiiig  for  the 
presence  of  a  ouoru'm;  and  the  assembly,  then, 
however  few  there  may  be  present,  is  competent 
to  adjourn  itself  on  question  to  the  next  sitting 
day.  The  assembly,  being  thus  competent  to  ad- 
journ itself  or  not  to  adjourn,  as  the  members 
present  may  think  proper,  the  aiithoiity  of  the 
presiding  officer  to  declare  an  adjournment  with- 
out a  question  is,  of  course,  suspended.  The  rule 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  provides  that  the  Speaker  shall  take  the 
chair  precisely  at  the  hour  to  which  the  House 
stands  adjourned,  and  that  body,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, I'as  authority  to  act  upon  the  question  of 
adjournment  without  a  quorum." 

it  has  already  been  stated  that  the  chair  is  not 
to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with 
business,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of 
adjourning,  if  a  less  number  is  comi)eteut  to  do 
so,  until  a  quorum  is  present;  so,  if  the  number 
of  members  present  at  any  time  during  the  sitting 
falls  below  the  requisite  number,  business  is  at 
once  sus])ended.  If,  therefore,  it  appears  on  a 
division,  or  if  notice  is  taken  by  any  member,  that 
a  quorum  is  not  present,  it  then  becomes  the  im- 
mediate duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  count  the 
members,  aiid  if  they  do  not  amount  to  a  quorum 
to  suspend  all  further  proceedings  until  the  requi- 
site number  comes  in,  or  to  adjourn  the  assembly 
without  a  question  until  the  next  sitting  day.  If 
the  assembly  is  one  which  is  competent  to  adjourn 
itself,  the  presiding  officer  has  no  authority  to 
declare  an  adjournment,  but  must  wait  for  a  mo- 
tion for  that  purpose." 

The  President — The  principle  is  that  a  body 
which  has  a  number  fixed  by  law  necessary  to 
constitute  a  quorum,  cannot  act,  cannot  vote, 
even  upon  the  question  of  adjournment,  or  upon 
a  call  of  the  house,  any  more  tiian  it  can  transact 
any  other  business,  without  a  quorum,  unless 
expressly  empowed  by  law  to  do  so.  .  It  is  in- 
competent, it  ceases  to' be  a  body,  the  moment  it 
falls  below  that  fixed  number.  Legislative  bodies 
are  not  legislative  bodies  when  ttiey  fall  below 
that  number,  unless  some  authoritv  of  law  is  con- 
ferred upon  them  to  vote  upon  those  questions. 
In  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  I  find  no 
such    power     conferred,    and     although    I    am 
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aware  it   may    have   been   the   practice    to   act 
as  if   they  had  that  power,  the  practice  is  not 
In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
principle   was    recognized,    and    a   secti.)n 
inserted      omnowering     a     less      number 
a   (luorum    in    each     branch    ot    Congress 
call    of  the  house  or   adjourn- 
bodies  less  than  a  quorum  can 
question    of  adjournment,  and 
attendance    of    ab^^ent    mem- 
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bars,  but  only  ni)on  authority  conferred  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  Coun- 
cil has  a  quorum  fixed  by  the  city  charter,  and 
there  i*  no  power  given  a  less  number  than  a  quo- 
rum to  transact  business,  or  vote  to  adjourn. 
Therefore,  upon  this  principle,  they  cannot  vote 
upon  the  (juestion  of  adjournment,  or  upon  any 
matter  whatever,  and  as' there  must  be  a  power 
t(5  dissolve  the  body  it  must  be  in  the  presiding 
officer.  And  I  will  add  that  I  find  no  other  au- 
thority except  in  this  large  volume,  which  is 
adopted  by  the  bodies  of  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. It  was  upon  this  knowledge  of  the 
law  that  the  Chair  adjonrnetl  th(>  Council  before, 
and  it  is  upon  this  same  knowledge  that  the 
Chair  acts  and  decides  this  question  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — A.  portion  of  the  statement 
of  the  Chair  I  shall  admit — that  in  regard  to 
the  assembling  of  a  body ;  l)ut  in  O|>|)osition  I  will 
read  from  the  same  book  from  which  the  Chair 
read.  In  section  1396,  in  this  very  book,  which  is 
law  laid  down  by  Cushing  at  a  subsequent  time,  I 
find  an  entirely  different  statement.  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  because  I  have 
got  other  testimony  and  evi'ience  entirely  oppo- 
site from  that  whicli  has  been  stated  by  the  Chair. 
The  Chair  did  me  the  honor,  the  otherevening,  to 
call  my  attention  to  this  book,  and  to  read  section 
1396,  which  is  as  follow* : 

'•The  house  may  also  be  adjourned,  in  the  midst 
of  a  debate,  or  other  proceeding,  without  any  mo- 
tion or  vote  for  that  purpose,  whenever  the  num- 
ber of  members  present  falls  below  the  number 
requisite  to  form  a  house,  namely,  forty  in  the 
Commons  and  three  in  the  Lords.  When  this  hap- 
pens, and  notice  is  taken  of  the  fact  by  the  Speak- 
er or  any  member,  or  it  becomes  known  to  the 
house  by  the  numbers  on  a  division,  the  Speaker 
must  then  immediately  adjourn  the  house;  and  an 
adjournment,  caused  in  this  manner,  has  the  same 
effect  of  suppressing  a  question  as  a  formal  ques- 
tion put  and  carried  to  adjourn." 

Mr.  Shaw — That  is  the  English  practice.  Now, 
what  says  Mr.  Cushing  ?  He  calls  attention  to  it 
in  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page : 

"In  those  of  the  American  legislative  assemblies 
in  which  a  less  number  than  a  quorum  is  author- 
ized to  adjourn,  the  presiding  officer  must  wait 
for  a  mo*ion.  In  the  meantime  business  is  sus- 
pended, but  is  renewed  again  on  the  appearance 
of  a  quorum." 

The  President — The  chair  would  suggest  that 
that  does  not  apply  to  this  body,  because  here  a 
less  number  than  a  quoi-um  is  not  authorized  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  when  the  Chair  did  me  the  honor  to  say  tome 
that  "the  gentleman  will  take  his  seat,"  which  he 
had  no  right  to  do,  I  did  take  my  seat  out  of  respect 
for  the  Chair  and  myself.  The  Chair  then  rose  and 
said,  "The  gentleman  has  been  out  of  order  from 
the  beginning,  and  is  only  excusable  from  his 
want  of  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law."  I  beg 
to  say  to  the  Council  that  I  asked  for  no  excuse 
then  and  I  do  not  now,  and  it  was  a  voluntary 
statement  of  the  Chair  to  which  I  could  not  re- 
spond. He  held  the  gavel,  and  1  was  an  humble 
member  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

The  President — Lest  there  may  be  a  misunder- 
standing the  Chair  would  state  "that  the  Chair  did 
not  apply  his  remark  except  in  this  way:  The 
Chair  intended  to  convev  the  impression  that  the 
gentleman's  perseverance  in  remaining  standing 
and  speaking  after  being  called  to  order  was  most 


charitably  excused  on  account  of  his  want  of 
knowledge  of  parliamentary  law  rather  th  iv  of  in- 
tentional disorder;  because  the  gentleman  should 
know  that,  when  called  to  order  by  the  Chair, 
there  is  only  one  of  two  things  for  him  to  do- 
either  to  come  to  order  at  once,  or  appeal  from 
the  de(-ision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  shall  not  cavil  at  anv  small 
statement,  and  I  presume  that  the  Chair  (loes  not, 
for  I  presume  that  the  intention  of  the  Chair  was 
good.  I  was  going  to  state  that  I  wrote  to  the  pres- 
ent Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
other  eminent  presiding  officers,  and  have  received 
letters  from  nearly  all  of  them  indorsing  the  po- 
sition I  have  taken. 

Mr  Shaw  read  letters  from  Hon.  John  E.  San- 
ford,  Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; Hon.  H.  H.  Coolidge,  ex-President 
of  the  State  Senate ;  Hon.  John  A.  Goodwin  of 
Lowell,  ex-Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  House 
of  Representatives;  Hon.  James  M.  Stone  of 
Charlestown,  ex-Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives,  and  S.  N.  fitft'ord, 
Clerk  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate— all  of  whom 
stated  that  they  had  never  known  a  presiding 
officer  to  declare  a  body  adjourned  without 
a  vote  first  being  taken.    Mr.  Shaw  continued— 

So  much  for  so  far.  1  have  written  to  nearly 
every  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  and  every  ex-Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate,  from  all  of  whom  the  replies 
thus  far  received  were  the  same.  But  I  have  not 
time  to  read  but  a  part.  As  the  Chair  alluded  to 
the  practice  of  the  Massachusetst  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, I  thought  best  to  state  these  facts.  I 
have  no  desire  to  make  a  quarrel  or  create  fac- 
tious opposition  to  the  Chair;  but,  sir,  when  I  feel 
that  my  personal  rights  have  been  invaded,  I 
should  consider  myself  less  than  a  man,  and  I 
think,  sir,  you  would  think  me  less  than  a  man,  if 
I  did  not  rise  in  my  jjlace  and  state  what  I  believe 
to  be  true.  I  believe  that  every  member  has  cer- 
tain rights  upon  this  floor,  and  that  it  is  an  arbi- 
trary assumption  of  power — and  I  say  it  with 
due  respect — for  a  presiding  officer '  in  this 
body  to  declare  this  Council  adjourned  without  a 
motion.  I  believe  that  the  whole  spirit  of  our 
rules  and  actions  should  be  controlled  in  this  way. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  made  the  statement  I  did 
and  took  the  point.  It  is  not  a  point  which  I  de- 
sire to  press ;  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  un- 
der no  circumstances  would  this  body  vote  against 
sustaining  the  Chair,  except  it  were'for  an  outra- 
geous violation  of  the  rules.  I  state  this  as  my 
actual  belief,  and  I  have  no  desire  to  place  my- 
self in  a  position  repugnant  to  any  one;  but  I 
have  ideas  formed  in  fourteen  years'  experience 
in  legislation  from  the  district  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  attempt  to  represent  in  part,  and  in 
that  experience  I  never  attempted  to  attack  any 
member  except  I  was  first  attacked.  It  is  not  in 
history,  and  cannot  be  found  where  I  have  made 
a  first  onslaught  tipon  any  man  here.  And,  sir,  I 
am  thankful  to  you  for  giving  me  this  opportunity 
to  say  so  to  you,  because  it  is  but  fair-  between 
fellow  members  and  fellow  citizens.  We  have 
but  one  life  to  live,  and  there  is  no  time  for  quar- 
rels; and  as  I  expect  this  to  be  the  last  time  1  shal 
be  a  member  of  this  Common  Council,  I  desire  no 
to  make  myself  repugnant  to  any  man.  If  I  have 
insulted  any  man  here  by  plainness  of  language — 
as  Inever  intended  to  do — I  now  ask  his  forgive- 
ness, and  shall  expect  the  same  courtesy  ex- 
tended to  myself.  But  I  must  speak  my  mind, 
and  when  I  believe  I  am  right,  there  is  not  a  man 
at  this  Board  who  would  state  that  it  is  not  my 
duty  to  state  my  opinions  plainly  and  courteously. 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  understand 
the  gentleman  to  take  any  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Shaw — No  sir,  I  do  not;  I  move  that  the 
Council  now  adjourn. 

The  President — The  Chair  cannot  entertain  the 
motion,  and  the  Chair  declares  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD      OF      ALDEHMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    3,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMIKATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— AVinslovv  B.  Lucas. 

Promotion  in  Police  Department — Timothy  A. 
Hurley  for  Sergeanc  of  Police. 

Special  Police  Officers — David  Kellogg,  India 
wharf ;  Daniel  W.  Tyler,  Second  Church,  Boylston 
hireet;  C.  D.  Fovvles,  Old  South  Church;  Andrew 
J.  Berry,  West  street  and  its  vicinity;  Joseph  S. 
Paget,  Boston  wharf ;  Stephen  A.  Coleman,  Chrrity 
Building,  Chardon  street;  Richard  Purdy,  Camp- 
bell &  Brooks's  yard,  East  Boston. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  were  considered  as  follows : 

On  expediency  of  removing  railroad  tracks  from 
"Washington  stieet  l^etween  Coriihill  and  Dock 
square,  trom  Dock  square  and  Union  street.  No 
objections  and  order  recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Paving. 

On  petition  of  Henry  and  F.  L.  Lee  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engine  at  coiner  of  Columbia 
ana  Lincoln  streets.  No  objections  and  recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Oneida 
street;  and  in  a'passageway  west  of  Albany  street, 
between  Newton  and  Stoughton  streets.  No  ob- 
jections and  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Departm,ent 
on  the  jjart  of  tlie  Board.  Halsey  J.  Boardman, 
for  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage  given  to  the  town 
of  Roxbury  by  B.  and  J.  H.  Hawes  in  1813,  the 
conditions  thereiu  having  been  long  since  com- 
plied with. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  William  Dillaway, 
that  the  passageway  on  south  side  of  Eastern  ave- 
nue be  kei)t  unobstructed. 

Edward  D.  Sohier  et  al.,  that  reckless  and  rapid 
driving  be  prohibited  on  rJrighton  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  o«  Health  on  the  jjart  of  the 
Board.  E.  P.  Morrill,  for  leave  to  move  and  oc- 
cupy a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Cypress 
street.  Ward  17. 

E.  F.  Brown,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Hayward  street.  Ward  14. 

L.  A.  Lyon  et  ul.,  that  the  nuisance  caused  by 
steam  whistles  on  factories  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chester  park  may  be  abated. 

Remy  Auderer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  "for  three  horses  on  corner  of  Washington 
and  Rockland  streets.  Ward  17. 

John  McSheon,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for   two  horses  on  Sheldon  street. 

P.  H.  Rogers,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble, for  two  horses  on  Ward  street.  No.  15. 

John  String,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  a  new  street  off  Washing- 
ington  street,  near  Rockland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Joseph  Ham  et 
al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Marcella  street,  near  Centre 
street. 

To  the  ComTnittee  on  Paving.  W^ebster  &  Co., 
et  al.,  for  leave  to  place  telegraph  poles  in  Alford 
street,  Chailestown. 

Thomas  Good,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Newbeni  street. 

William  D.  Urann  et  al.,  that  Midland  street  be 
put  in  order. 

Henry  A.  WTiitnev  et  al.,  that  Devonshire  street, 
from  State  to  Water  street,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Timothy  Cain,  that  edgestoiies  be  set  in  George 
street,  from  Magazine  street  to  Hampden  street. 

F.  A.  Richardson  et  al.,  that  Walthain  street  be 
paved  with  wood  from  Washington  street  to  Har- 
rison avenue. 

Frank  A.  Clapp  et  al.,  that  Athens  street,  be- 
tween A  and  B  streets,  be  put  in  order. 

To  the  Com7nittee  on  Market.  Andrew  F.  Allen 
et  al..  producers,  that  the  city  buy  or  hire  the  land 
now  used  for  a  produce  market  between  Central 
and  India  wharves. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave  gut- 
ters and  lay  sidewalks  on  Prentiss  street,  between 
Tremont  and  Parker  streets.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 


stones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  Longwood  avenue 
from  Parker  street  to  Brookline  avenue.     Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  and  jjave  the  gutters  on  Parker  street  from 
Heath  to  Centre  street,  on  Heath,  Albert  and 
Bromley  streets,  and  on  Bromley  park.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Brookline 
avenue  from  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  to 
Maple  avenue,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  j>12,000. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stone-  and  lay  gutters  and  crosswalks  on  Brook- 
line avenue  from  Longwood  avenue  to  Francis 
street,  and  on  Francis  street  from  Longwood  av- 
enue to  Binney  street.    Parsed. 

Order  to  pay  Allied  Liiigham  SoOO,  f or  grade 
damages  at  275  Ruggles  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  streets  to  lay  side- 
walks on  Medford  street,  Charlestown,  from  num- 
ber 458  to  464,  inclusive.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  assessments  on 
William  E.  Woodward,  Biidget  McCawley  and 
Lucinda  Dodge.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  Clark  B.  Wood  810,000,  for  Lever- 
ett-street  land  damages,  and  H.  &  F.  L.  Lee  81285, 
for  Lincoln-street  (Boston)  land  damages.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

Order  to  pay  Graham  Hall  85991.50,  for  Wash- 
ington-street land  damages.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  S.  Little  et  al.,  for  the  extension  of 
the  fire  limits.    Referred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  the  sura  of  850  for  repairs,  etc., 
on  armory  of  Company  H.  Fifth  Infanti-y.  Passed 
—yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  purchasing  certain  adjoining  estates  to  Orcharcl 
park,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  said  park. 
Passed. 

Order  for  painting  and  furnishing  rooms  of  the 
city  officers  at  30  I'emberton  square.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  William  Clark  &  Co. 
to  erect  a  wooden  coal  fhed  on  Boylston  street. 
Ward  17.    Order  passed. 

Order  for  an  application  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners to  build  a  solid  structure  across  South 
Bay,  as  authorized  by  law.    Passed. 

Order  to  place  the  Haven  lot,  on  Clifton  street, 
in  charge  of  Committee  on  Paving,  till  said  street 
is  extended.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  City  Solicitor  to  examine  the  title 
to  the  territory  on"  Fort  Hill  called  Washington 
square,  and  report  as  to  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council  to  prescribe  its  mode  of  use  by  the  Manu- 
facturers' Exchange,  as  recited  in  chapter  55  of 
the  statutes  of  1867.    Passed. 

;  COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  July  31 — 
Received  for  recording  mortgages  of  personal 
property,  $973.47;  licenses  of  billiard  tables,  8456; 
licenses  of  auctioneers,  872;  licenses  of  intelli- 
gence offices,  849 — total  paid  into  City  Treasury, 
81550.47.     Report  sent  down. 

i>u]jerintendent  of  Faueuil  Hall  Market.  Re- 
port for  quarter  ending  July  31— Received  for  rent 
of  stalls,  $13,339.75;  cellars,  86920.25;  permanent 
outside  stands,  $693.75;  weighing  at  market  scales, 
897.35;  stalls  in  new  market,  $3792;  cellars  in  new 
market,  $1899;  from  India-wharf  Market,  85671.87 
—total  received  and  paid  into  City  Treasury,  $32,- 
413.97.    Placed  on  file. 

Btard  of  Health.  Communication  in  response 
to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  Aug. 
1,  that  in  their  opinion  the  crowded  condi- 
tion of  Scollay's  square  will  not  warrant  the 
establishment  of  a  uruial  on  the  spot  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  Scollay's  Building.  Between  Park- 
street  Church  and  Tremont  House,  neither  the 
street  nor  the  cemetery  could,  with  propriety,  be 
encroached  upon.  They  approve  the  location  on 
Boylston  street,  near  Boylston  Market,  and  be- 
lieve there  is  need  of  one  "there.  They  therefore 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  place  urinals  in 
Scollay's  square  or  between  Park-street  Church 
and  Tremont  House,  but  ask  leave  to  place  one  in 
Boylston  street,  near  the  Boylston  Market. 

Referred  to  the  Committees  on  Health  and  Pav- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Fire  Conunissioners.  Communication  request- 
ing that  the  necessary  orders  be  passed  to  enable 
them  to  extend  the  fire  alarm  and  police  tele- 
graph to  AVard  19  (Brighton). 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Street  Commissioners.  Resolve  and  order  for 
the  widening  of  North  Centre  street  at  Hanover 
street  by  taking  1102  square  feet  of   land   belong- 
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ing  to  Asher  Ratshesky,  at  ten  dollars  per  foot, 
the  total  expense  being  S!ll,020. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES     SUBMITTED. 

By  Aldein^an  Wortliington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  recom- 
mending the  granting  of  petitions  forleave  to  occu- 
py stable:^,  as  follows :  G.  Tiild,  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  Garden  street;  Calvin  A.  Richards,  corner 
Northampton  and  Reed  streets;  Eastern  Railroad 
Company,  Second  street.  Ward  20;  John  L.  Mer- 
guire,  Hospital  wharf,  on  Charles  street;  Robert 
Treat  P.iine,  Jr.,  on  laud  between  Halleck  street 
and  Boi-ton  &  Providence  Railroad;  William  G. 
Thacher  (to  move  and  alter),  Alleghany  street, 
Ward  1.5;  John  H.  Clapp,  rear  of  290  Main  street, 
Charlestown;  F.  L.  Smith,  135  Maverick  street; 
John  Elms,  in  re-ir  of  Decatur  street;  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company,  brick  car-house  and  stable 
on  Sixth  street,  between  O  and  P  streets.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

By  Alderman  Peters,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Library,  to  whom  was  referred  a  request  of  Che 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  accommoda- 
tions for  the  Dorchester  Branch— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Piiblic  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations in  Ward  10  for  the  Dorchester  Branch  of 
th  I'ublic  Library,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  ai^propriatiou  for  Public  Buildings. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  as  follows : 

License  for  Bowling  Alley  Renewed— Henry  J. 
Lefevre,  corner  Parker  and  Tremont  street. 

Application  for  Hack  License  Refused — M.  J. 
Mahoney,  for  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Water  and 
Congress  streets. 

Application  for  Amusement  License  Refused — 
James  H.  McFarlane,  to  exhibit  a  large  whale  on 
Dartmouth  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted — Nelson  E.  Young, 
to  exhibit  a  I'uuch  and  Judy  show  at  175  Court 
street, 

Billiard  Licenses  Graneed — Bailey  &  Marshall, 
114  Sudbury  street;  J.  J.  Muiphy,  115  Court 
st/eet. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed — John  M.  Wat- 
son, transferred  from  134  Washington  street  to  171 
Tremont  street. 

Apiilication  for  Victualler's  License  Refused — 
Crowley  &  Dwyer,  6  and  8  Eliot  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Alexander  M. 
Munroe,  109  Chauncy  street;  James  Page,  1104 
Washi'igton  street:  John  Jones,  30  Castle  etreet; 
Matthew  Anthes,  290  Broadway ;  George  W.  Hill, 
124  Harrison  avenue. 

Innliolders'  Licenses  Granted — Burnham  & 
Beekman,  78  Essex  street;  Edward  Eraney,  78 
Marginal  street. 

Licenses  to  deal  in  Second-hand  Articles  Grant- 
ed—A. Buitekan,  144  Essex  street ;  Solomon  Jacobs, 
801  Tremont  street. 

Pawnbrokers'    License   Transferred — J.     Rufus 
Long,  13  Brattle  square,  to  David  H.  Cunningham, 
AVagon  Licenses  Granted — John  Moore,  72  Chel- 
sea   street;  A.    A.    Waterman    and  eight  others 
(transfers). 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — J.  H.  Diman, 
658  Washington  street. 

License   for    Intelligence    Office  Transferred- 
Mrs.  Martha  H.  Bisom',  1  W.averleyHouse,  to  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Gardner,  9  Main  street,  Charlestown. 
Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  same  committee 
— Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  J.  H.  Hathorne,  for  leave  to  establish  a 
line  of  coaches  between  Charlestown  and  Bar- 
num's  Hippodrome. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Harris,  Al- 
derman iJigelow  stated  that  Mr.  Hathorne  desired 
to  run  his  coaches  through  Tremont  street  and  to 
maintain  the  same  line  after  the  departure  of  the 
Hippodrome  ;  the  committee  could  not  grant  this, 
in  view  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  streets, 
and  reported  leave  to  withdraw  at  his  own  re- 
quest. To  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters,  Alder- 
man Bigelow  said  the  route  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee was  the  present  one  to  Eliot  street  and 
thence  to  the  Hippodrome  via  Park  square  and 
Boylston  street. 

A  motion  to  table  the  report,  made  by  Alder- 
man Harris,  was  lost. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  had  agreed  to  the  re- 
port, but  thought  the  coaches  should  have  the 
same  rights  in  the  streets  as  the  horse 
cars,   especially   when   they   charged   less    fare 


and  accommodated  the  public.  He  saw  by  print- 
ed documents  on  the  table  that  an  addition  of 
twenty-four  cars  per  hour  was  to  be  made  to  the 
present  numbe-  on  Washington  and  Tremont 
streets ;  he  believed  Mr.  Hathorne  entitled  to  the 
same  consideration. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Charles  T. 
Bean  to  convey  passengers  from  Charlestown 
through  Causeway,  Leverett,  Charles  and  Boyls- 
ton streets  to  Barhum's  Hippodrome,  to  return  by 
same  route,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  ten  cents  each 
way  per  passenger;  this  license  to  continue  to  the 
first  day  of  September  next  only. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Thomas 
Jones  to  run  two  excuision  wagons  from  Rowe's 
wharf,  through  Oliver,  High  or  Purchase,  Sum- 
mer, Kingston,  Kneeland,  Eliot,  Park  square  and 
Boylston  streets,  to  Barnum's  Hippodrome,  to  re- 
turn by  the  same  route,  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers  at  a  r.ate  not  exceeding  ten  cents  each 
way  per  passenger ;  this  license  to  continue  to  the 
1st  day  of  September  next  only. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  F.  H.  Wel- 
lington and  G.  A.  Colman  to  run  two  covered 
wagons  from  Bowdoin  square,  through  Court, 
State,  Broad  or  India  streets,  to  India  or  Rowe's 
wharves,  and  through  Atlantic  avenue  or  Court, 
State  and  Commercial  streets,  to  Lewis  wharf,  to 
return  by  the  same  route,  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  at  a  rate  not  exceedihg  ten  cents  each 
way  per  passenger ;  this  license  to  continue  to  the 
1st  day  of    October. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving — 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  heirs  of  Maria  Dunmore,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Wa^  hiugton  street.  Ward  16. 
Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  whom  was  recommittetl  the  petition  of 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  for  the  right  to 
enter  upon  and  use  the  "circuit"  so  eaUed — Re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, prajing  that  they  maybe  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their  horses 
and  cars  the  "circuit"'  so  called,  being  that  part  of 
the  location  and  tracks  of  the  Mecropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  laid  in  Washington  street,  from 
Cornhill  to  Boylston  stieet,  and  in  said  Boylston 
street  to  Tremont  street,  and  in  said  Tremont 
street  to  said  Cornhill,  and  after  due  notice  and 
hearing  thereon,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
shall  have  the  right,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
law,  and  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their  horses 
and  cars  tte  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  located  and  laid  in  Washington  street, 
between  Cornhill  and  Boylston  street,  and  in  said 
Boylston  street  between  said  Washington 
street  and  Tremont  street,  and  in  said 
Tremont  street  between  said  Boylston  street  and 
said  Cornhill,  and  also  the  tracks  in  Temple  place. 
The  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  the  said  tracks 
granted  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that 
the  number  of  cars  or  trips  run  by  said  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  over  said  circuit  shall  not  ex- 
ceed twelve  in  any  one  hour.  Also,  upon  the 
condition  that  the  said  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany shall  accept  this  order,  and  shall  agree  in 
writing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  and  condi- 
tions herein  contained,  and  file  said  acceptance 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date 
of  its  passage  ;  otherwise,  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading,  as  the  people  of  Charlestown  were 
very  anxious  to  be  accommodated  in  getting  to 
the  Hippodrome. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  how  it  is  projiosed  to  run 
one  line  of  cars  up  W^ashington  street  from  Tem- 
ple place  to  Boylston  street,  as  this  order  contem- 
plates, while  at  the  same  time  the  Highland  cars 
run  down  Washington  street  from  Eliot  street  to 
Temple  place,  where  there  is  only  one  track? 

Alderman  Cutter— During  certain  hours  of  the 
day  the  cars  have  to  go  through  Temple  place  and 
at  other  times  through  Boylston  street.  The  roads 
accommodate  each  other  as  to  the  tune. 

Alderman  Hall— Who  has  the  right  of  way?  and 
how  is  it  arranged  ?    and    how    are  the  public  to 
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know  whether  they  are  (i;oinp;to  run  through  15oyl- 
ston  street  or  Temple  place?  AVhat  L  waut  to  get 
at  IS  how  the  coniiiiittee  came  to  this  coiiclusiou. 

Alderman  Cutter — There  would  be  no  dispute 
about  the  right  of  way  if  all  the  cars  are  running 
in  the  same  direetion. 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  see  that  they  run  the 
same  \\a\  at  the  same  time.  The  Legislature 
granted  1  lie  Highland  Railroad  the  light  to  run 
down  Tremont  street  to  Eliot,  through  Eliot  to 
Washingtoii  street,  and  down  Washington  street 
to  'I'emple  place  to  Tremont  street.  Now  the 
committee  have  ])roposed  to  allow  one  line  to  run 
one  way  and  another  in  an  opposite  direction  on 
this  single  track,  and  they  do  not  tell  us  which 
road  has  the  right  of  way. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  general  railroad  law  de- 
fines that  when  one  company  enters  upon  the 
track  of  another  it  must  conform  to  the  rules  and 
run  its  cars  in  the  same  direction  that  the  other 
does. 

Alderman  Emeiy — I  was  not  aware  till  I  saw  this 
report  on  my  desk  that  it  was  coming  up  todav.  I 
hope  the  committee  have  properly  considered  the 
subject  and  that  everything  is  provided  for,  so 
that  business  will  not  be  done  in  an  irregular 
manner.  1  hope  the  committee  will  be  aide  to  ex- 
plain eveiything  satisfactorilv. 

Alderman  Cutter — This  petition  has  been  before 
lis  two  months,  and  we  have  repoited  on  it  in  the 
time  required  by  the  rules.  I  asked  to  have  it 
take  its  second  reading,  in  older  that  the  people 
of  the  Charlestown  District  might  be  accommo- 
dated. 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  this 
order,  if  this  priposition  is  agreeable  to  the  rail- 
road companies.  But  it  must  be  apparent  to  every 
ol)server  of  the  condition  of  Washington  and  Tre- 
mont streets,  between  Boylston  street  and  Scol- 
lay's  square,  that  they  are  overcrowded  with  teams 
and  cars,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  lun  twenty- 
four  more  cars  an  hour  round  this  circuit.  I  can- 
not see  how  we  shall  be  able  to  do  this  unless  we 
widen  Tremont  street,  and  require  the  cars  using 
this  circuit  to  run  through  "from  one  extreme 
point  of  the  city  to  another,  charging  but  a  sin- 

gle  fare  for  the  "whole  distance.  I  thi^ik  the  time 
as  got  to  come  when  the  city  of  Boston  has  got 
to  own  those  tracks,  charge  toll  for  the  cars  and 
control  them,  so  that  they  shall  be  run  from  one 
extreme  point  to  another,  for  it  is  evident  that 
these  cars  cannot  all  go  round  this  circuit  and  de- 
prive citizens  of  the  use  of  those  streets.  If  there 
is  anything  the  citizens  have  a  right  to,  it  is  the 
uninterrupted  use  of,  and  unobstructed  passage 
through,  the  streets. 

Alderman  Peters — I  w  ill  call  tiie  attention  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  fact  that  tne  order  provides  that 
it  shall  be  done  "until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen."  The  cars  will  all  -iiii  in 
the  same  direction. 

Alderman  Hall— This  order  before  us  permits 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  cars  to  enter  upon  the 
tracks  in  Washington  street  above  Cornhill,  as 
far  as  Boylston  street,  and  also  in  Boylston  street, 
Temple  place  and  Tremont  street.  The  order  on 
our  table  permits  the  cars  of  the  Highland  Street 
Railroad  to  use  the  tracks  between  Boylston  street 
and  Cornhill.  If  that  Is  not  running  two  lines  in 
opposite  directions  I  cannot  read  right. 

Alderman  Trescott- It  is  of  vastly  more  impor- 
tance for  us  to  act  understandingly  upon  this  mat- 
ter than  that  we  should  hurry  to  accommodate 
the  i)eoi>le  of  Charlestown  wlio  wish  to  attend 
Barnum's  Hippo<lroine.  1  have  not  had  time  to 
examine  the  report,  and  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
upon  it.  Unless  there  is  some  necessity  to  have  it 
passetl  today,  I  hope  it  will  lie  over,  that  members 
will  have  an  opi>ortunity  to  examine  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  this  matter  ought  to 
be  as  well  understood  now  as  it  ever  will  be,  with- 
out being  laid  over  a  week  or  two  longer.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  well  known  that  the  Highland  cars  al- 
wavs  run  through  Tremont  street  to  Temple  plane, 
and  thence  to  Washington  street,  except  when 
accommodating  the  other  roads.  There  is  also  an 
order  for  the  Committee  on  I'aving  to  see  if  they 
cannot  revise  the  routes  of  all  those  roads  and 
propose  a  nlan  similar  to  that  which  the  Alder- 
man fiom  \Vard  10  thinks  we  shall  have  to  come 
to.  The  people  of  Charlestown  should  have  ac- 
commodations to  get  as  far  as  Boylston  street, 
and  there  is  no  such  danger  to  be  apprehended 
as  was  suggested  by  the  Alderman  on  my  left. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing,' to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  for  the  right 


to  enter  upon  and  use  the  circuit— Report  recom- 
mending the  iiassage  of  the  accorai)anying  order: 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Highland  .street  Rail- 
way  Company  praying  that  they  may  be  authorized 
anil  empowered  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their 
horses  and  cars  that  part  of  the  location  and  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  laid  in 
Tremont  street,  from  Temple  place  to  Cornhill, 
and  in  said  Cornhill  to  AVashington  street,  and  in 
said  M'ashii  gton  street  to  said  Temple  place,  and 
after  due  notice  and  hearing  thereon,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Comi)any  shall  have  the  right,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  law,  and  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  enter  upon  and  use  "with 
their  horses  and  cars  the  tracks  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  located  and  laid  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  the  easterly  track  located  and  laid  in 
Tremont  street  from  Temple  place  to  Cornhill, 
and  in  said  Cornhill  to  Washington  street,  and  in 
said  Washington  street  from  CornhiU  to  said 
Temple  place.  The  right  to  enter  upon  and  use 
the  said  tracks  granted  by  this  order  is  upon  the 
comlition  that  tne  numbeV  of  cars  or  trips  nin  by 
said  Highland  Street  Railway  Comjiany  over  said 
circuit  shall  not  exceed  twelve  in  any"  one  hour. 
Also  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  shall  accept  this  order, 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions and  conditions  herein  contained,  and  file 
said  acceptance  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty 
days  of  the  date  of  its  passage ;  otherwise  it  shall 
be  null  and  void. 

Alderman  Power  ino-ed  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks— Is  the  uecessitj'  for  passing 
this  order  today  the  same  as  was  urged  for  the 
other — that  people  may  get  to  Barnum's  Hippo- 
drome ? 

Alderman  Power — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  same  necessity  exists  for  the  pa- 
trons of  this  road  getting  down  town,  as  there  is 
for  the  citizens  of  Charlestown  to  get  up  town.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  the  measure  wiU  facilitate 
travel  on  Tremont  street,  and  avoid  the  blocks 
that  occur  in  turning  off  and  on  Tremont  or  Wash- 
ington street.  If  they  continue  on  w  ith  the  rest  of 
the  cars  there  will  be  less  trouble. 

Alderman  Brooks — It  seems  to  me  that  the  more 
cars  you  get  the  more  liable  you  are  to  have 
blocks.  If  you  are  going  to  allow  twenty-four 
cars  an  hour  additional,  there  will  be  a  "great 
maiij'  more  blocks  than  before. 

The  order  was  read  tv  ice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders  to 
pav  for  grade  damages  as  follows :  Heirs  of 
Ch"aiies  Thompson,  S3800,  6  and  8  Central  street ; 
Susan  Crowley,  !iji200,  325  Ruggles  street;  Jacob 
Bleiler,  SlOO,  323  Ruggles  street;  Michael  Mulean, 
$350,  326  and  328  Ruggles  street.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  square  at  the  intersection  of 
Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester  street  and  Boston 
street  with  small  granite  blocks ;  and  to  furnish 
and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalks  oa 
said  square,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule 
of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  the  westerly  side  of  Walnut 
avenue,  from  Towiisend  street  to  Egleston  scpiare, 
and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Lucius 
A.  Bigelow  to  extend  a  wire  rope  across  Foundry 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Dorchester  avenue,  for 
the  pur])ose  of  making  a  connection  with  the 
steam  power  in  Tufts's  elevator  building,  upon 
condition  that  he  shall  flrst  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  holding  the  city  harmless  against  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  oh 
account  of  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  ex- 
tending or  maintaining  said  rope  across  said 
street ;  also  upon  condition  that  said  Bigelow 
shall  remove  said  rope  when  ordered  so  to  do  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate 
numbered  1  on  First  street.  South  Boston,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  there- 
of. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  the  city  stable  lot  on  Highland 
street :  one-lialf  the  expenses  thereof  to  be  charged 
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to  the  appropriation  for  Paving,  and  one-lialf  to 
the  appropriation  for  Health. 

Orders  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one- 
half  the  sum  set  to  the  names  of  persons  in  an 
accompany  schedule,  for  furnishing  and  set- 
ting edgestones  on  Brook  Avenue.  (Total  cost, 
$2249.60.) 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Dorchester  street,  between  Sixth  antl 
Eighth  streets,  and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule 
of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police— 

Report  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the 
nominations  for  i)olice  officers,  submitted  in  an 
executive  communication  of  July  27, 1874,  except 
the  name  of  Jeremiah  B.  Sullivan.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  the  nominations  were  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
he  and  they  are  hereoy  authorized  to  locate  tele- 
graph lines,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  alarms  in 
case  of  fire,  from  the  City  Hall  to  the  Brighton 
District,  over  tlie  following  route,  namely:  Across 
Tremont  street  and  along  the  line  of  Pemberton 
square,  Somerset,  Bowdoin,  Mt.Yernon,  Hancock, 
Joy,  Chestnut,  Spruce,  Charles,  Brimmer  and 
Beacon  streets,  Brighton  avenue.  North  Beacon, 
Cambridge  and  Washington  streets.  Ward  19;  and 
that  said  board  be  authorized  to  erect  poles  in  or 
along  the  lines  of  the  streets  wherever  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  locating  said  telegraph 
wires,  provided  that  the  location  of  the  poles 
within  the  lines  of  the  public  .-streets  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  approval  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Alderman  Wortliington  inquired  if  it  was  pro- 
posed to  set  them  on  the  side  of  the  Brighton 
road;  if  so  he  should  oppose  it,  as  there  would  be 
danger  of  accidents  during  th<!  sleighing  carnival. 
The  poles  should  be  placed  outside  of  the  road, 
near  the  fence. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  they  would  be  located  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  would  not  be 
placed  in  a  dangerous  position. 

Alderman  Wortliington  thought  the  danger  of 
accidents  was  very  great,  and  it  was  a  question 
whether  they  should  increase  the  number  of 
claims  for  damages.  The  Board  should  know 
beforehand  how  the  poles  are  to  be'located . 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
have  the  Superintendent  of  St'  eets  locate  them, 
as  the  agent  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Peters  did  not  think  the  Board  shovild 
delegate  their  po\\'er  as  Surveyors  of  Highways 
except  to  a  committee  of  the  Board.  He  moved 
to  amend  the  order  by  adding  the  words,  "under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving." 

Alderman  Hall  said  this  matter  ought  to  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  because  two  of  those 
gentlemen  are  members  of  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice, who  had  their  mounted  patrol  on  the  half- 
mile  ground  to  ]>revent  any  one  diiving  more  than 
four  miles  an  hour.  He  wanted  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  one  of  these  mounted  police  un- 
dertook to  stop  a  man  who  was  driving  quietly 
along  and  cut  his  reins. 

Alderman  Peters  raised  the  point  that  Alderman 
Hall's  remarks  were  not  germane  to  the  subject, 
and  therefore  out  of  order. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

The  ainendnient  of  Alderman  Peters  was  adopt- 
ed, and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

HOME  FOB  THE  POOR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  5  P.  M.,viz. :  Orders 
authorizing  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
the  Austin  farm  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $385,000, 
and  requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  re- 
port ai.  order  providing  the  means.  The  question 
was  on  the  passage  of  the  orders 

Alderman  Power — When  this  order  was  before 
the  Board  last  Monday,  in  the  few  remarks  I  made 
or  the  subject  1  referred  to  the  present  state  of 
affairs  a  ad  to  the  institutions  for  the  poor  as  they 
now  exist.  I  said  in  substance  that  the  present 
management  was  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
1  should  have  qiialifled  my  remarks,  as  the  infer- 
ence might  be  drawn  from  the  remark  that  I  was 
reflecting  upon  the  management  by  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions.  The  present  system  is  not 
their  fault,  inasmuch  as  I  believe  it  is  as  good  as  it 
can  be  with  the  limited  accommodations  at  their 
disposal.  I  think  it  is  important  that  this  matter 
should  be  acted  upon  this  year  for  many  reasons, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  better  arguments  for  it 


than  the  reasons  given  by  the  Alderman  from  the 
Ninth  Ward  at  our  last  meeting.  The  communi- 
cations sent  to  this  Go^'erninent  by  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  show  the  great  necessity  for 
additional  accommodations  and  for  a  new  Home 
for  the  Poor.  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston  will 
have  no  more  suitable  time  to  erect  a  Home  for 
the  Poor  than  the  present,  owing  to  the  low  price 
at  which  labor  and  material  can  be  procured  and 
to  the  general  dulne.-s  of  business.  For  these 
reasons  I  believe  that  the  institution  can  be  built 
from  the  plans  before  us  fop  nearly  a  humlred 
thousand  dollars  less  than  the  amount  that  is 
asked  for.  No  one  doubts  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  and  I  need  not  say  anything  of  that.  Visit 
Deer  Island  and  see  how  the  poor  inmates  there 
are  associated  with  criminals ;  unfortunate  crea- 
tures, whom  poverty  has  obliged  to  go  there,  are 
compelled  to  mingle  with  the  vicious  and  deprav- 
ed ;  children  sent  there  for  truancy  are  associated 
with  thieves  of  the  most  vicious  kind.  No  one 
will  dispute  that  this  is  a  disgrace  to  the  commu- 
nity, or  that  we  should  take  steps  to  do  away  with 
such  a  state  of  affairs.  This  necessity  being  ac- 
knowledged, and  the  time  being  extremely  favor- 
able, I  hope  this  matter  ivill  not  be  delayed,  but 
we  shall  vote  upon  it  today  and  concur  with  the 
Common  Council. 

AUlerinan  Emery — I  do  not  suppose  that  it  is 
necessary  to  make  any  extended  remarks  touch- 
ing this  matter.  There  are  and  can  be  but  two  ques- 
tions to  be  answered  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  as 
to  the  passage  of  this  order.  In  the  first  place, 
is  there  a  demand  for  a  new  Home  for  the  Poor? 
I  think  there  can  be  no  question  about  that.  It 
has  been  discussed  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
in  the  various  City  Governments;  it  was  brought 
before  the  Government  last  year;  after  a  long  in- 
vestigation the  conclusion  was  arrived  at  that  this 
lot  which  was  purchased  was  the  best,  and,  all 
tilings  considered,  the  most  desirable  and  best  lo- 
cated. Although  the  City  Council  was  long  in  com- 
ing to  that  conclusion,  they  finally  passed  the  order 
by  a  very  large  majority.  Thus  the  first  question 
was  decided.  The  next  question  to  answer  is 
whether  or  not  this  is  a  proper  time— whether  we 
cannot  build  to  better  advantage  this  year  than  at 
any  other  time.  If  tliere  is  a  demand  tor  it — and  I 
have  no  question  but  that  all  the  members  of  this 
Board  have  come  to  that  conclusion — then  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  time.  The  city 
of  Boston  built  an  almshouse,  covering  9500  or 
10,000  square  feet  of  land,  in  1824  or  about  that 
time;  that  building  is  standing  today,  and  in  my 
oiiinion  it  cannot  be  built  now  for  less  than  $70^^- 
000.  AV'hen  it  was  erected  the  population  of  Boston 
was  about  41,000;  now  it  is  nearly  seven  and  a  half 
times  tiiat  iiumoer,  and  the  cost  of  the  almshouse 
at  the  same  rate  per  capita  would  exceed  $500,000. 
Now,  as  I  understand  the  plans  proposed  at  the 
present  tune,  the  building  will  cover  34,000  square 
feet,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  cost  Avill  fall  very 
much  below  the  estimates.  At  .?10per  foot,  which 
I  think  is  a  liberal  estiinnte,  the  cost  would  be 
only  .^340,000.  If  it  were  put  under  contract  to- 
day, I  think  the  cost  would  not  exceed  $300,000, 
if  it  exceeded  $8  per  foot,  which  would  be  $275,000, 
or  thereabouts.  In  mv  judgment,  it  will  not  go 
beyond  $300,000,  and  I"  believe  it  will  fall  below 
that  sum.  The  price  of  labor  is  considerably  less 
than  it  has  been  heretofore,  and  materials  are  very 
much  below  anything  we  have  seen  for  several 
years  at  least.  We  have  made  contracts  in  two  or 
three  cases  recently  where  the  estimates  had  been 
put  in  last  year,  and  we  found  that  they  were  from 
25  to  331/2  per  cent,  less  than  they  were  "last  season. 
I  hone  the  Board  will  consider  it  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  that  this  matter  shall  be  taken  in  hand 
forthwith.  I  feel  that  there  will  be  no  time  when 
we  ?hall  have  so  good  and  favorable  an  opportu- 
nity as  the  present  for  taking  hold  of  it.  If  put 
under  contract  now,  the  first  floor  can  be  covered 
in  this  year,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  it  cannot  be 
flnishetl  ready  for  occupation  next  year. 

Alderman  Peters— Why  is  the  lot  in  Ward  17 
preferable  to  the  city's  lor  in  Winthrop? 

Alderman  Emery — That  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed by  the  various  City  Governments  previous 
to  the  present  one.  They  looked  over  it  carefully, 
and,  I  believe,  came  tothe  conclusion  that  the 
Winthrop  lot  was  not  desirable.  The  reason  was 
principally  as  to  its  location.  At  all  events,  this 
lot  was  purchased  after  a  very  long  trial  and  per- 
sonal examination  of  all  tlie  various  lots  then 
owned  by  the  city  and  those  brought  forward  for 
this  special  object.  This  lot  was  secured  at  a  rate 
very  much  lower  than  the  sum  first  proposed,  and 
it  was  undoubtedly  purchased  at  a  low  figure.    It 
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has  alwavss  been  acknowleilffed  in  the  City  Govern- 
nuMit  to  be  preferable,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
three- fourths  of  tlie  people  of  Boston  would  select 
it  before  fioiuir  to  Wiiithrop. 

Alderman  l'eter.<— The  fjentleman  has  carefully 
avoided  jiivins  an  answer  to  my  (juastiou.  What 
one  City  Coverument  has  done  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  do  the  same  thinfr.  I  want  to  know  why 
the  Austin  farm  is  preferable  to  the  Winthrop 
farm. 

Alderman  Power— A  look  at  the  map  would  at 
once  convince  any  one.  '1  he  "Winthrop  lot  is  on 
the  seashore,  open  to  all  the  winds  that  blow  in 
winter,  and  that  is  the  priiiciinil  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  selected.  At  any  rate  the  Austin 
farm  has  been  bought  for  the  purpose  and  paid 
for,  and  if  any  reason  never  existed  lietore  I  think 
that  should  be  sufficient  now.  It  is  preferable  as 
to  comfort,  and  is  entirely  devoid  of  the  ob- 
jections broufiht  aeainst  the  other  for  exi)osure. 
It  haa  been  said  th'jt  we  cannot  cultivate  trees 
on  the   Winthrop  farm. 

Alderman  Brooks— Do  you  believe  that? 

Alderman  I'ower — I  do. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  do  not. 

Alderman  Power — I  know  it  has  been  tried  on 
several  similar  place,--  on  this  ^oast  and  did  not 
succeed.  If  it  is  any  argumtnt  that  the  city  owns 
the  Winthrop  farm,  a  ([uestiou  mifrht  come  up 
here  as  to  which  would  be  the  best  place  to  put 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  upon.  One  argument 
for  the  Austin  farm  was  that  people  could 
get  out  there  to  see  their  friends  without  going 
off  the  main  land,  which  I  think  should  have  some 
weight,  as  many  people  wish  to  visit  frier.ds,  to 
■whom  even  a  few  cents  for  ferry  tails  is  a  burden. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  gentleman  says  this  has 
been  acted  ttpon  by  various  Goverjimen'ts.  I  think 
that  until  last  year  the  Austin  farm  was  never 
before  this  Government,  and  the  question  of  the 
Winthro])  farm  was  never  before  this  Govern- 
ment previous  to  this.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bathing,  and 
knows  the  desirability  of  a  good  place  for  a  bath- 
house, such  a  one  as  j'ou  could  have  attached  to 
the  Winthrop  farm.  There  you  have  180  acres  of 
upland,  adppted  for  the  cultivation  of  vegetables, 
fruits,  sill uhs  and  (everything  of  that  kind  that 
grows,  and  the  products  of  that  locality  have  fre- 

?uently  taken  the  premium  at  agricultural  fairs, 
admit  that  the  city  owns  the  Austin  farm,  but 
we  have  not  so  good  a  chance  to  get  rid  of  it  at 
cost,  except  by  cutting  it  up  into  house  lots,  while 
we  could  get  double  \\  hat  we  paid  for  the  Win- 
throp farm.  The  necessity  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
I  admit,  but  I  believe  the  advantages  of  locating 
it  in  Winthrop,  near  the  institutions  at  Deer 
Island  would  be  greater  than  at  the  Austin  farm. 
You  will  save  a  great  expense  by  having  the  same 
superintendent  and  other  officers,  and  taking 
criminals  there  to  work.  This  institution  will  re  ■ 
quire  a  nevsr  set  of  officers,  several  of  which  may 
be  dispensed  with  if  it  is  located  at  Winthrop. 
One  objection  which  the  gentleman  raises  to  Win- 
throp is  the  toll  at  the  ferries.  I  contend  that  any 
one  section  of  this  city  should  not  have  to  pay 
tolls  to  reach  another  section.  Such  a  case  is  not 
on  record  anywhere  except  here.  1  can  see  where 
thousands  of  dollars  can  be  saved  to  the  treasury 
of  Boston  by  locating  tnis  institution  at  Winthrop. 
They  say  the  Austin  farm  is  all  fenced  in.  It  is 
not  "a  very  high  stone  wall,  and  if  you  have  pau- 
pers there  who  will  sometimes  get  over  that  fence 
and  go  oft  and  get  drunk,  you  will  have  to  send  a 
carriage  for  them,  and  an  additional  fence  will  be 
needed,  which  will  entail  an  additional  expense. 
At  Winthrop  there  is  a  nice  seashore,  a  fine  place 
for  a  bathhouse,  which  is  necessary  for  the  health 
of  the  inmates.  There  is  also  the  advantage  of 
building  on  a  lot  which  cost  $28,000,  instead  of  one 
that  cost  if  75,000 — the  difference  in  the  interest 
would  be  quite  an  item.  The  Winthrop  farm 
■was  considered  the  best  for  an  insane  hospital 
with  one  exception,  and  it  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  1872,  while  it  had 
passed  previously  in  both  branches,  but  by  some 
fault  in  the  wording  of  the  order  the  jiower  was 
not  given  the  directors  to  go  on  and  build.  I 
think  that  was  1809  or  1870,  but  I  am  not  positive 
about  it.  The  gentleman  thinks  this  building 
can  be  contracted  for  cheaper  now  than  later;  I 
am  sure  that  six  months  from  now  you  can  con- 
tract for  as  much  less  than  you  can  now,  as  you 
can  now  for  less  than  six  months  ago.  I  believe 
we  have  not  seen  the  hardest  time  yet.  and  if  gen- 
tlemen will  be  content  to  wait,  I  think  we  can  get 
more  for  our  money  than  we  can  at  present. 


Alderman  Emery— I  do  not  suppose  gentlemen 
want  the  institution  m  an  unsuitable  locality.  If 
I  rememlx'r  aright  the  ^^'inthroI)  farm  was  re- 
ported ui)oii  unfavorably  as  a  site  for  a  lunatic 
hospital,  for  sanitary  reasons ;  but  as  a  measure 
of  economy  1  am  not  so  sure  but  it  would  be  best 
to  put  it  there,  for  the  poor  would  die  faster  there, 
if  that  is  what  the  gentleman  desires.  We  should 
put  the  poor  in  a  jdeasant,  agreeable  place,  such 
as  the  Austin  farm  is,  while  it  would  be  hard  for 
them  on  the  A\  inthrop  farm.  A  robust, 
hearty  man,  like    the  Alderman  from  Ward    1 — 

Alderman  Brooks — I  would  ri.'-k  my  life  there. 

Alderman  Emery — Might  subsist'  there.  But 
you  take  a  )joor,  sickly  man  and  I  think  it  would 
be  hard  for  him.  1  think  they  should  be  a  little 
farther  from  the  seashore. 

Alderman  Power — In  speaking  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  in  Wintluop,  1  alluded  to  the  hill 
and  not  to  the  valiej'.  Winthrop  is  quite  a  large 
town  and  some  parts  of  the  soil  are  prolific.  But 
a  great  portion  of  this  land  is  a  salt  marsh,  which 
is  flowed  over  at  high  tide.  On  the  high  portion 
of  it,  facing  the  sea,  trees  cannot  be  grown;  the 
experiment  has  been  tried  at  several  places  oh  the 
coast  and  has  never  succeeded  yet.  The  meadow 
portion  would  have  to  be  graded  up  and  matle 
into  (iry  land.  It  will  cost  more  to  enclose  it  with 
a  fence  than  was  paid  for  the  Austin  farm.  But 
the  main  point  is  in  the  location — one  is  inland, 
and  easy  of  access,  and  the  other  on  a  bleak  sea- 
shore and  hard  to  reach. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hoped  that  I  should  have 
had  more  time  to  examine  chis  matter,  but  I  have 
not,  having  been  absent  from  the  city'  since  the 
last  meeting.  But  the  Alderman  wlio  has  just 
taken  his  seat  says  what  I  said  at  the  last  meeting- 
was  a  good  argument  for  the  order.  I  fear  I  did 
not  make  myself  perfectly  understood,  if  that  is 
the  case.  I  believe  in  the  separation  of  the  poor 
from  the  criminal  classes,  and  1  do  not  desire  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  location  as  between  the 
Austin  farm  and  Winthrop  farm,  although  I  have 
serious  misgivings  as  to  the  advisability  of  locat- 
ing the  Home  for  the  I'oor  upon  this  Austin  farm. 
But  what  is  strongest  with  me  is  the  wild  extrava- 
gance upon  which  the  plan  is  based.  This  order 
looks  to  the  appropriation  of  §400,000,  which  I  con- 
tend is  but  the  first  call,  and  that  in  five  years' 
time,  if  we  commence  buil.ling  upon  the  plan  be- 
fore us,  you  will  have  to  appropiiate  8400,000 
more:  and  I  desire  to  be  jilaced  upon  record  as 
predicting  that  this  Home  for  the  Poor,  if  it  is 
commenced  upon  such  an  extravagant  plan  as 
this,  will  cost  the  city  of  Boston  not  less  than  a 
million  of  dollars.  The  luiikling  looks  on  paper 
like  a  first-class  hotel  or  university.  I  have  neither 
the  experience  of  an  architect  nor  builder,  but  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  appro- 
priation of  so  large  an  amount  as  this  for  an  alms- 
house for  the  city  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  like 
inviting  the  taxpayers  to  a  feast  that  they  will 
little  relish.  Besides  that,  this  reduction  from  the 
amount  originally  called  for  is  really  no  reduction 
in  fact.  1  have  no  idea  that  the  building  for  chil- 
dren can  be  given  up ;  it  should  never  be  built  so. 
There  should  be  a  separate  building  for  the  chil- 
dren, and  I  contend  that  before  this  structure  is 
completed  an  appropriation  will  be  called  for  for 
this  children's  building.  AVe  are  not  looking  far 
enough  into  the  future  in  putting  up  a  building 
for  the  paupers  of  the  city.  The  number  of  pau- 
pers will  be  increased  even  if  no  change  had  tak- 
en place  in  the  terms  of  settlement.  The  location 
of  this  Home  tor  the  Poor  on  the  main  land  will 
cause  many  to  go  there  who  will  not  now  go  to  the 
island.  1  notice  that  in  the  debates  last  year  on 
the  matter  of  purchasing  the  Austin  farm.  Al- 
derman Hulbert  enlarged  iipon  that  point.  He 
said— 

"We  may  as  well  understand  that  while  the 
poor  have  been  provided  for  at  Deer  Island,  it  has 
been  done  at  a  minimum  expense  to  the  city.  The 
attractions  at  Deer  Island  w'ere  so  limited  that  no 
one  would  go  there  unless  the  urgency  was  ex- 
treme. In  making  pro'vision  elsewhere  I  look 
for  a  very  material  increase  of  expenditures  in 
taking  care  of  the  poor.  For  when  we  come  on 
to  mam  land,  erect  new  buildings,  and  separate 
the  poor  from  the  criminal  classes,  and  make 
this  home  comfortable  and  easy  of  access,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  patronage  of  the  "institution  will  be 
largely  increased  and  the  number  of  the  poor  will 
never  be  so  small  as  it  is  now." 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  position  taken  by  Al- 
derman Hulbert  is  true,  and  we  shall  have  a  very 
much  larger  number  of   paupers   to   provide  for 
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than  now.  I  believe  the  present  number  will  be 
increased  double  or  threefold.  The  change  in 
the  settlement  law  this  year  will,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  clerk  in  the  ofliee  of  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions,  increase  the  number  of  paupers 
threefold.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Institutions  told  us  that  we  had  500  paupers  to 
provide  for  last  winter.  I  think  the  largest  num- 
ber was  about  400,  ami  that  in  consequence  of  the 
change  in  the  settlement  law  aud  the  extra  num- 
ber we  shall  have  to  provide  for  if  we  build  such 
a  palatial  Home  for  the  I'oor,  the  number  of  in- 
mates within  five  years  will  be  not  less  than  1500. 
So  I  say  this  appropriation  of  .■$400,000  is  merely  a 
commencement,  and  a  like  api»ropriation  will 
have  to  be  made  in  five  years'  time.  The  first  ap- 
propriations for  public  buildings  never  cover  the 
cost.  It  was  expected  that  this  City  Hall  would  be 
completed  and  furnished  for  $200,000  less  than 
what  it  actually  cost,  ami  so  1  think  will  be  our 
experience  with  the  Home  for  the  Poor.  When 
the  plans  were  submitted  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  Deer  Island,  the  estimated  expense  was 
$325,000 ;  but  that  being  too  large  a  sum  for  the 
City  Council  to  entertain,  the  matter  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  and 
the  cost  put  down  to  .$225,000,  making  a  saving  of 
.^100,000  there.  That  home  was  intended  to  accom- 
modate 500.  I  believe  that,  if  this  report  is  re- 
committed and  the  directors  are  given  to 
understand  that  the  City  Council  never  would  ap- 
propriate such  an  enormous  sum  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor  as  this,  better  plans  would  be  sub- 
mitted than  we  have  here.  I  believe  that  if 
complete  specifications  of  everything  needed 
were  printed  and  distributed,  and  the  architects 
of  this  aud  other  cities  were  invited  to  prepare 
plans  for  a  budding,  the  cost  of  which  should  be 
limited  to  SISO.OOO  or  $200,000,  we  should  get  plans 
by  which  a  satisfactory  building  could  be  erected 
for  at  least  one-half 'what  is  now  asked  for.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  this  is  the  most  important 
matter  that  has  come  before  us  this  year.  A 
building  of  this  magnitude  and  grandeur  must 
necessitate  the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  amount 
each  year  to  cany  it  on,  even  if  the  building  were 
more  economically  constructed  than  this  one  is 
proposed  to  be.  We  certainly  have  made  suffi- 
cient mistakes  in  our  City  Hall,  Public  Library 
and  City  Hospital,  and  I  believe  that  if  this  order 
IS  passed,  as  recommended  by  the  committee, 
another  unfortunate  mistake  will  be  made,  which 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston  wiU  feel  for  years  to 
come. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  quotes  the 
past  and  says  we  should  avoid  mistakes.  It  is  to 
avoid  mistakes  that  the  directors  have  sent  plans 
here  for  a  building  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the 
city.  Does  the  gentleman  want  to  perpetuate  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Deer  Island?  It  is  no  wonder 
honest  poor  people  refuse  to  go  there  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  criminals.  I  would  die  before  I  would 
go  there  under  such  circumstances.  Hundreds  of 
poor  people  in  Boston  have  as  much  pride  as  I 
have,  who  would  starve  rather  than  go  there.  And 
as  some  have  said,  when  leaving  the  main  land, 
"all  Viho  enter  here,  leave  hope  behind."  And 
they  do  leave  it  behind,  for  they  cannot  wipe  out 
the  stigma  of  having  been  down  to  the  island. 
That  is  a  black  mark  upon  them  that  they  cannot 
wipe  out.  The  gentleman  wants  a  plan  for  .15150,- 
000  or  §200,000,  but  he  alludes  to  the  architect,  Mr. 
Bradlee,  complimenting  him  in  one  breath  and 
criticising  him  in  the  next.  Yet  he  wants  us  to 
advertise  for  plans.  Does  any  one  know  better  what 
plans  are  needed  than  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions?  If  they  do  not  understand  it  they  do 
not  do  their  duty.  They  have  done  their  duty 
honestly  and  promptly ;  they  have  submitted  plans 
for  such  a  building  as  the  city  needs,  and  they 
will  never  do  anything  else  so  long  as  I  am  a 
member  of  that  board  if  I  can  prevent  it.  Alder- 
man Hulbert  gave  a  true  statement  of  affairs. 
No  one  will  go  to  Deer  Island  who  has  a  particle 
of  pride,  in  the  Austin  farm  we  have  a  place 
where  the  poor  can  go  without  disgrace  and 
■where  they  will  be  separate  from  the  criminal 
classes.  But  if  you  desire  to  put  children  and 
women  in  an  institution  with  criminals,  and  per- 
petuate the  present  system,  go  on,  and  to  you 
belongs  the  discredit.  The  state  ol  affairs  here 
respecting  the  poor  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston  and  does  not  exist  anywhere  else,  that  I 
know  of.  The  directors  have  got  the  best  intelli- 
gence they  could  to  provide  pust  what  the  city 
wants,andyou  must  either  continue  the  present  dis- 
graceful condition  of  things  or  erect  such  an  in- 
stitution as  the  directors  say  they  want  and  need. 
You  cannot  gei  a  cheaper  building  by  advertising 


for  plans;  the  directors  have  such  plans  as  they 
want.  They  have  been  at  work  upon  them  year  af- 
ter year  to  mature  suitable  ones,  and  have  devel- 
oped just  what  the  city  needs,  and  there  is  no  use  in 
sending  this  back  to  them.  They  will  not  recom- 
mend plans  for  a  small  building  to  cost  8100,000 
for  the  city  to  put  its  foot  in,  as  it  did  in  the  case 
of  the  City  Hall,  Public  Library  or  City  Hospital. 
They  start  out  with  the  idea  oi  what  is  required. 
It  is  the  judgment  of  everybody  competent  to  form 
an  opinion,  that  if  those  plans  could  be  submit- 
ted to  contractors  today,  we  could  get  bids  nearly 
$100,000  less  than  the  sum  asked  for.  But  we 
come  in  heie  honestly  and  frankly  to  tell  you 
what  we  think  it  might  cost.  If  gentlemen  are 
not  prepared  to  vote  upon  it,  I  have  no  desire  to 
press  this  matter ;  but  the  directors  do  not  want 
the  matter  sent  back  to  them,  for  they  have  spent 
time  enough  upon  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  point  to  be  consid- 
ered today  is  the  necessity  of  this  institution,  and 
where  it  is  best  to  be  located;  as  to  the  necessity, 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  admits  that,  and  we 
are  now  to  consider  where  we  shall  build  it,  and 
how  expensive  a  building  we  shall  put  up.  The 
Alderman  from  East  Boston  advocates  placing 
the  building  on  the  "Winthrop  farm.  I  take  it  for 
granted  he  would  not  send  the  poor  to  a  place  that 
was  pronounced  unfit  for  lunatics,  and  this  place 
was  condemned  in  a  report  made  in  1869. 

The  Alderman  read  from  the  report,  showing 
the  disadvantages  of  the  Winthrop  farm  for  such 
a  hospital,  on  sanitary  grounds,  and  read  the  cer- 
tificate of  Drs.  Bigelow,  Ware,  Hazard,  Lyman 
and  Buckingham,  m  suppor..  of  the  idea.  The 
Alderman  then  continueil. 

Do  we  want  to  treat  oui  poor  worse  than  the  in- 
sane ?  The  Austin  farm  is  easy  of  access,  sup- 
plies can  be  transported,  it  is  fenced  in  ■with  a 
wall  that  cost  $50,000  thirty  years  ago,  offers  a 
solid  foundation,  and  has  facilities  for  water  sup- 
ply which  mpke  it  worth  .^^50,000  more  than 
the  Winthrop  farm ;  there  are  nearly  a  thou- 
sand fruit  trees,  with  good  land ;  the  plans 
were  prepared  by  as  able  an  architect  as  can  be 
obtained,  and  we  expect  that  at  least  6100,000 
can  be  saved  in  its  construction  by  the  cheap- 
ness of  labor  and  materials.  We  have  a  building 
with  brick  walls,  as  plain  as  could  be  made  with 
due  regard  for  strength,  and  the  ornamentation 
seen  on  the  plan  is  entirely  owing  to  the  means 
taken  to  secure  strength.  It  can  be  put  up  at  the 
least  possible  expense  that  a  brick  building  of 
that  size  would  cost.  You  must  bear  in  mind  that 
it  will  accommodate  800  people,  and  such  a 
building  cannot  be  put  up  for  a  small  sum 
of  money.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  me,  that  the 
number  of  poor  will  double  within  two  or  three 
years,  and  by  the  change  in  the  law  alone  we 
shall  have  enough  to  fiU  the  building  as  soon  as  it 
is  ready.  Shall  we  provide  for  the  poor,  or  let 
them  straggle  about  the  city  begging?  You  can- 
not proviiie  for  them  with  $200,000.  The  gentle- 
man would  have  us  advertise  for  jjlans,  and  al- 
luded to  the  new  high  school.  In  that  case  we 
intend  to  get  up  a  building  that  will  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  citj'  and  it  was  not  attempted  to  get  a 
large  building  for  the  least  possible  expense. 
Does  the  gentleman  wish  us  to  put  up  a  budding 
that  the  citizens  of  Boston  will  be  ashamed  to 
show  to  visitors?  He  speaks  of  the  increase.  On 
the  22d  of  January  there  were  upon  the  books  of 
the  House  of  Industry,  500  inmates;  he  doubts 
it;  I  have  the  figures.  At  the  rate  of  in- 
crease which  has  taken  place  since  then, 
there  will  be  597  on  the  1st  of  next  Jan- 
uary. I  believe  that  we  shall  increase  much 
faster  than  that,  as  women  must  now  be  sup- 
ported by  the  city,  and  if  they  come  from  the 
State  Almshouse  we  cannot  send  them  back. 
What  was  the  condition  last  winter?  The  House 
of  Industry  was  full ;  when  a  new  one  came  he 
had  to  have  a  bed  somewhere,  and  they  were  over- 
crowded by  the  poor.  I  saw  their  beds  in  the 
attics  under  the  roof,  aud  they  had  to  crawl  to  get 
to  them.  That  is  the  way  we  kept  our  poor  last 
winter.  The  directors  must  provide  a  place  for 
them,  and  certainly  we  shall  have  to  do  so  before 
we  can  get  this  home  built.  The  only  course  we 
have  is  to  erect  this  building. 

Alderman  Peters— j^  re  the  Home  for  the  Poor 
and  House  of  Industry  the  same  ? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  A  portion  of  the  in- 
mates are  together  at  the  present  time ;  we  pro- 
pose to  v:all  this  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  give  the  Jjuilding  at  Deer  Island  up  to 
criminals,  and  take  the  poor  to  the  Austin  Farm. 
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Alderman  Peters— Does  this  include  the  crimi- 
nals at  the  House  of  Industrj'  ? 

Alderman  Worthiii(rtoii—>'o,  sir;  only  the  poor. 
The  {Tcntleman  says  it'  we  delay  we  may  t;et  the 
work  done  for  less"  than  we  can  now.  Everybody 
kn()w>  there  are  more  laborers  out  of  employment 
now  than  ever  before ;  I  would  not  put  it  otf ,  be- 
cause we  shall  be  able  to  furnisii  so  many  persons 
with  work.  Mr.  Bradlee  said  the  amount  estimat- 
ed will  cover  the  entire  cost;  that  the  bids  for  the 
State  Hosj)ital  at  Danvers  are  nearly  twenty  per 
cent,  less  than  the  estimate,  and  he  believe*  we 
can  save  as  nmcli  on  our  Home  for  the  I'oor.  I  do 
not  believe  it  will  be  ba<l  for  the  children  to  leave 
them  where  they  are  at  ])resent;  they  are  as  well 
taken  care  or  as  they  can  be. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  large  number  that  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  states  will 
have  to  be  provided  for  only  conflrmc  my  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  ap- 
propriated in  the  next  Ave  years.  It  is  well  to 
look  this  matter  squarely  "iu  the  face  and  see 
whether  the  taxpayers  want  a  million  dollars 
sjient  for  an  almshouse.  1  believe  that  a  flrst-class 
hotel  can  be  built  for  this  money.  I  left  a  hotel 
last  night  that  has  accommodated  1500  or  1600 
guests  for  the  last  sixty  days,  which  with  all  its 
elegant  furnishing  cost  oi^ly  a  million  ot  dollars. 
To  carry  out  this  plan  I  <lo  nor  believe  we  shall 
accommodate  1500  paupers  for  such  a  sum  as  this. 
If  a  brick  structure  must  cost  a  million  of  dollars, 
I  shall  favor  putting  up  wooden  buildings.  We 
have  got  to  provide  for  1500  paupers  within  a  very 
short  time.  The  Alderman  from  AVard  12,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  said  last  year 
that  he  had  no  doubt  we  should  have  to  provide 
for  700  paupers  on  the  Austin  farm.  That  was  be- 
fore the  settlement  law  was  changed,  or  Brighton, 
Charlestown  and  West  Roxbui-y  were  annexed, and 
before  Cambridge,  Somerville,  Maiden,  and  all 
the  surrounding  towns  had  applied  for  annexa- 
tion. The  same  gentleman  tells  vis  how  economi- 
cal this  Board  of  Directors  have  been.  I  know 
they  asked  for  $22,000  for  a  pig  pen  this  year,  and 
I  think  this  plan  is  about  upon  the  same  stamp. 
If  we  commence  on  this  plan,  every  outbuilding 
erected  must  be  'ii  the  same  style  of  archittcture. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  piece  of  extravagance. 
By  competition  among  the  architects  there  is  a 
chance  to  make  a  great  saving.  If  the  expense  is 
limited  to  one-half  this  amount,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  some  architect  could  present  us  a  plan 
which  would  undoubtedly  look  as  well  on  pai)er  as 
that  does,  and  the  building  would  cost  only  one- 
half  the  money. 

Alderman  Peters— I  ho])ed  to  obtain  some  infor- 
mation today,  but  except  the  remarks  of  the  Al- 
derman from  the  Highland  District,  I  don't  think 
anything  touching  the  main  point  has  been  said. 
One  gentleman,  who  is  a  member  of  thai  board, 
says  he  would  rather  starve  than  go  to  Deer 
Island.  He  dines  there  eveiT  Saturday,  and  I 
think  is  not  any  worse  for  it.  As  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  today,  I  move  to  speciallv  assign 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  for  Tues- 
day, Aug.  18,  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  like  to  oppose  that 
motion,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  sub.iect  has 
been  fully  ventilated  here.  We  have  liearil  a  great 
many  remarks  here,  .and  a  good  deal  of  them  has 
been  sympathy  for  the  poor.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  thinks  there  are  uo  accommodations  for 
them.  We  bought  Rainsford  Island  in  1870,  and 
we  have  the  almshouses  in  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  and  the  Marcella- 
street  Hospital,  with  nothing  m  them,  and  yet 
gentlemen  think  we  should  spend  half  a 
million  dollars  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  with  all 
these  places  on  our  hands.  If  you  want  to  en- 
courage poverty  this  is  the  way  to  do  it.  The 
cities  of  Europe  are  emptying  themselves  into  our 
midst.  Cities  and  towns  back  of  us  will  empty 
their  paupers  upon  us.  If  you  undertake  to  put 
up  a  home  to  accommodate  all  the  poor  you  might 
as  well  erect  one  as  large  as  the  Pacific  Mills. 
And  yet  the  man  who  stands  up  and  says  a  word 
against  it  is  said  to  be  hard-hearted. 

The  Chairman— The  gentleman  must  confine 
himself  strictly  to  the  question  of  the  special  as- 
signment. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  no  member  objects  I  should 
like  to  i^roceed. 

Alderman  Peters— I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
specially  assign. 

Alderman  Cutter— Gentlemen  have  taken  a  Mide 
scope  in  their  discussions  this  afternoon,  and  no 
one  has  been  called  to  order  before.  As  a  gentle- 
man who  looked  at  tlie  drawing  remarked  to  me, 


it  looks  more  like  a  House  of  Parliament.than  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  The  gentlemen  from  .South 
Boston  pursue  this  subject  with  zeal:  they  advo- 
cated the  purchase  ot  this  lot,  and  I  wish  to  cor- 
rect the  statement  o^  the  Alderman  from  AVard  9, 
that  the  Committee  reported  in  favor  of  paying 
gl.'35,O00  for  this  lot.  No,  sir,  it  was  some  members 
of  that  committee,  bi't  some  other  members  op- 
posed it,  and  saved  the  city  that  expense.  Delay 
saved  the  city  then,  and  perhaps  it  will  save 
something  now.  It  is  very  well  known  that  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  are  shrewd  men; 
they  come  here  with  requests  for  appropriations 
that  exceed  the  cost  of  the  buildings,  and  it  is  from 
the  excess  of  previous  appropriations  that  this  one 
is  to  be  built.  The  Alderman  says  thev  asked  for 
S20,000  for  a  piggery.  They  always  ask  for  more 
than  a  building  will  cost,  but  we  have  to  tax  the 
people  for  it  all  the  same.  Gentleman  have  been 
prosi)ecting  about  for  a  new  building,  and  they 
speak  of  the  need  men  have  ot  work.  Why,  sir, 
near  where  I  was  born  you  will  find  the  hills  going 
to  waste  for  want  of  labor ;  farms  are  suffering 
for  want  of  some  one  to  cultivate  them,  and  yet 
while  you  tax  the  people  here  to  keep  men  in  idle- 
ness you  never  can  get  them  to  go  up  there  and 
cultivate  those  farms.  Look  at  the  ^^■ay  some  of 
the  towns  treat  their  poor.  They  tell'  me  that 
they  give  applicants  for  aid  a  meal  and  money 
enough  to  send  them  out  of  town,  and  we  have 
to  support  them  here. 

Alderman  Worthington— Would  the  Alderman 
suggest  the  same  course  for  Boston  ? 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  not  suggesting  a  course 
unless  necessity  compels  it.  But  we  have  to  work 
and  the  man  who  works  and  struggles  hard  all  his 
life  is  very  seldom  a  pauper,  while  if  he  squanders 
his  time  and  indulges  in  strong  drink  he 
often  does  become  a  pauper.  If  you  offer 
a  premium  on  men  to  become  paupers,  they  often 
do.  We  ought  not  to  hold  out  inducements  to 
people  to  become  paupers.  There  are  many  poor 
persons  who  would  rather  starve  than  beg,"  while 
many  who  beg  at  our  doors  seem  as  healthy  as 
ourselves.  The  question  is  whether  the  citj-  is" go- 
ing to  build  such  a  structure  as  that  and  fill  it'at 
an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
We  may  take  a  stranger  out  there  and  exhibit  an 
almshouse  that  holds  1500  paupers ;  gentlemen 
may  take  pride  in  doing  so,  but  I  do  not.  I  say 
the  way  the  Board  of  Directors  of  I'ublic  In- 
stitutions is  made  up  today  is  not  creditable  to  us ; 
I  would  rather  indorse  a  commission.  Look  at 
the  money  they  have  spent  and  at  the  burdens 
they  impose  upon  the  people.  Then  look  at  our 
debt,  at  the  suffering  of  the  city  by  the  dulness  of 
business,  the  depreciation  of  real  estate,  and  in- 
crease of  taxes,  and  I  say  you  are  sadtUing  an 
enormous  expense  upon  the  people  by  such  an 
expenditure  as  this.  I  know  no  greater  harm  that 
can  lief  all  a  city  than  the  high  rate  of  taxation. 

Alderman  Peters— If  that  plan  is  carried  out, 
will  there  not  have  to  be  still  other  buildings 
added  to  this  one? 

Alderman  Worthington— That  building  is  com- 
plete in  itself,  but  the  plan  is  so  drawn  that  the 
entire  building  can  be  doubled  at  any  time  the 
City  Council  sees  fit. 

^derman  Peters  renewed  his  previous  motion 
to  specially  assign  to  Tuesday,  Aug.  18,  at  5  P.  M., 
and  it  prevailed,  by  a  rising  vote— 8  for,  3  against. 

ADDlTIOXAL  REPORTS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows : 
George  W.  Cla'ypole,  S58.o0,  laying  out  of  Lincoln 
street,  by  the  'Selectmen  of  Brighton,  June  6, 
1873:  Horace  W".  Baxter,  .$2072.35,  (including 
grade  damages),  widening  of  Foster  street,  by  the 
Selectmen  of  Brighton,  Sept.  15,1873;  Samuel 
Bigelow,  $250,  laying  out  Bigelow  street,  by  the 
town  of  Brighton,  Aug.  7,  1873.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passeil. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on  As- 
sessors' Department — Majority  report  recommend- 
ing leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  ]Mary  Hol- 
deii  for  abatement  of  taxes  assessed  upon  hei 
property  in  1872  and  1873,  on  account  of  inability 
to  pay  the  same ;  also  minority  report  on  same  pe- 
tition, signed  by  Alderman  St'ebbins  and  CouncU- 
maii  Harrington,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  remit  the  taxes,  amounting  to  ;S152.1(), 
assessed  in  the  year  1872,  upon  estate  numbered 
15,  ITpton  street",  owned  by  Mary  Holden,  together 
with  the  interest,  costs  and  expenses  connected 
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therewith;  provided,  however,  that  the  taxes  as- 
sessed upon  said  estate  for  tlie  year  1873,  together 
with  the  interest,  costs  and  expenses  tliereon,  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury  within  thirty  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order.' 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  the  case  as  one  of 
an  aged,  bed-ridden  widow,  who  formerly  owned 
a  small  house  in  Brighton  street  worth  about  S3000 
above  the  mortgage,  and  which,  by  bad  advice 
from  friends,  she  sold  for  a  $15,000  house  in  Upton 
street.  They  had  expected  to  receive  enough  from 
lodgers  to  pay  the  interest  and  taxes,  but  had  not 
succeeded.  She  has  a  daughter,  also  a  widow  with 
four  sons,  who  takes  care  of  her,  in  consideration 
of  which  she  has  given  her  a  deed  of  the  house. 
The  estate  is  about  to  be  sold  by  the  Tax  Collect- 
or;  it  is  a  case  of  extreme  hardship  and  appealed 
for  sympathy,  and  the  minority  had  reported  such 
an  order  as  they  thought  would  meet  the  case. 

Alderman  Cutter  sanl  of  the  four  sons  the  oldest 
was  twenty-one  years,  and  ought  to  contribute 
something  to  the'family,  and  the  others  are  com- 
petent to  get  a  living.  The  Board  of  Assessors 
did  not  see  fit  to  remit  the  taxes.  She  had  had 
her  taxes  abated  once  before,  and  while  he  sym- 
pathized with  her  he  felt  that  he  had  a  duty  to 
perform  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  Alderman  Cutter 
was  not  always  the  hard  man  that  he  would  make 
it  appear,  and  related  a  case  in  the  settlement  for 
the  Suffolk-street  improvement,  where  Alderman 
Cutter  was  the  first  to  declare  that  it  would  be 
robbery  to  take  money  from  a  poor  widow. 

Alderman  Cutter  claimed  that  ihat  case  was  to- 
tally different  from  the  one  here  reported ;  there 
the  city  had  damaged  the  woman's  property,  and 
she  was  unable  to  move  out  of  the  house. 

Alderman  Hall  had  been  interviewed  by  citizens 
of  the  South  End  on  this  subject,  believed  the 
case  one  of  real  charity,  and  hoped  the  order 
woaild  pasF. 

Alderman  Harris  thought  the  taxpayers  would 
sustain  them  in  abating  the  amount,  and  he  hoped 
the  Board  would  adopt  the  minority  report.  He 
had  signed  the  majority  report  as  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  gentlemen  spoke 
of  charity  he  would  refer  them  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  where  there  were  many  such  cases. 
He  called  for  the  yeas  and  naj  s  on  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  minority 
report  was  substituted  for  that  of  the  majority — 
yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter, ,  Power,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

The  order  reported  by  the  minority  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed,  and  a  motion  to  reconsid- 
er, by  Alderman  Stebbins,  hoping  ii,  would  not 
prevail,  was  lost. 

The  Chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
who  were  directed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
converting  the  bonds  of  the  denomination  of  ^'oOOO 
issued  by  the  city  of  Charlestown  into  bonds  of 
the  denomination  of  SIOOO,  submitted  a  report  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  make  such  conversion,  be- 
cause, among  other  reasons,  it  would  be  attended 
■with  9  large  outlay  for  a  new  plate.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines,  submitted  reports  recommending 
the  granting  of  the  following  petitions :  Colorado 
Smelting  Company,  to  use  small  fu>'uace  at  16  Mt. 
Washington  avenue;  H.  F.  Hart,  to  use  steam  en- 
gine at  corner  of  First  street  and  Dorchester  ave- 
nue ;  Getchel'  &  Eldridge,  to  use  engine  in  rear 
of  Cambridge  street,  Charlestown.  Severally 
accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Boarrl,to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  W.  F.  Ripley  et  aJ.  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  opposite  15  Edgeworth  street. 
Ward  21 — Report  recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioners be  permitted  to  remove  said  tree  at  their 
own  expense.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  re- 
quested to  refuse  a  permit  for  the  erection  of  any 
DuUdings  until  satisfied,  by  inspection  of  the 
architect's  plans,  or  otherwise,  that  the  cellar  or 
lower  floor  will  not  be  built  below  grade  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  foliowiiig-named  persons  be 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  respective  houses, 
so  that  the  grade  thereof  shall  nor  be  less  than 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in 
the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  approved 
Dec.  24, 1872;  and  in  default  of  such  alteration  by 


either  of  said  parties  within  ten  days  after  the 
service  of  this  order,  as  provided  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  chapter  377  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872, 
proceedings  will  be  commenced  against  him  or 
her,  according  to  law: 

Bernard  and  Michael  Cunniff,  one  house  num- 
bered 549  Harrison  avenue. 

Charles  W.  Freeland,  two  houses  on  Newbury 
street,  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon  streets. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  J.  Thomas,  one  house  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  between  Berkeley  and  Claren- 
don streets. 

Charles  J.  Underwood,  one  house  on  Newbury 
street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

Stevens  G.  Palmer,  one  house  on  Newbury 
street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

Nathan  Morse,  one  house  on  Newbury  street, 
between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

Fred  H.  Morse,  one  house  on  Newbui-y  street, 
between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

George  F.  Bemis,  one  house  on  Newbury  street, 
between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

John  A.  Burnham,  Jr.,  one  house  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon 
streets. 

Emily  F.  Lawrence,  one  house  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon 
streets. 

Jonas  G.  Smith,  one  house  numbered  thirty 
Gray  street 

The  German  Reformed  Church,  one  building, 
Tennyson  street,  between  Pleasant  and  Church 
streets. 

T.  M.  Crafts,  one  house  numbered  fifty-nine 
Marlborough  street. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1872  a  law  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  having 
all  houses  placed  above  tide  water.  Soon  after- 
ward a  large  number  of  people  began  to  build, 
after  receiving  notice  from  the  City  Surveyor  and 
Inspector  of  IJuildings.  The  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  complains  that  from  three  to  five  hundred 
houses  on  the  Back  Bay  are  built  lower  than  the 
grade  12,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee 
on  Health  to  compel  them  to  observe  the  law. 

Alderman  Cutter — Suppose  you  build  on  this 
grade,  and  the  house  settles  below  the  grade  af- 
terward.   How  about  that  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — That  is  not  a  question 
fojf,  the  committee  to  consider.  I  will  read  the 
act: 

"Section  1.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city 
of  Boston  shall  establish  in  said  city  a  grade  not 
less  than  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water;  and 
no  person  shal:  in  said  city,  after  such  grade  is 
established,  construct  any  cellar  or  basement  cel- 
lar of  any  dwelling  house  or  other  building  below 
such  grade,  or  use  or  occupy  any  cellar  or  base- 
ment cellar  constructed  below  the  9,&vae;  provid- 
ed, that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  by  license, 
subject  to  revocation  at  any  time  by  them,  author- 
ize cellars  to  be  constructed  in  buildings  used  ex- 
clusively for  storage  or  business  purposes,  so 
much  below  said  grade,  as  they  shall  designate  in 
each  lic^ense. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  person  constructs,  uses  or  occu- 
pies any  cellar  or  basement  cellar  in  violation  of 
section  1  of  this  act,  said  Board  of  Aldermen  shall 
order  the  owner  or  occupant  of  such  cellar  or 
basement  cellar  to  so  alter  and  construct  it  as  to 
conform  to  the  requiremenis  of  said  section;  and 
if  such  owner  or  occupant  fails  to  comjdy  with 
such  order  within  ten  days  after  service  thereof, 
as  provided  by  the  following  section,  said  Board 
shall  so  "(Iter  such  cellar  or  basement  cellar,  and 
all  necessary  expenses  incurred  thereby  shall  con- 
stitute alien  upon  the  land  wherein  such  cellar 
or  basement  cellar  is  constructed,  and  ujjon  the 
buildings  upon  such  land,  and  may  be  collected  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  collection  of 
taxes  upon  real  estate  ;''and  the  Citv  Treasurer  of 
said  citv  may  purchase  such  land  or  land  and 
buildings,  in  behalf  of  said  city. 

Sect.  3.  All  orders  under  the"  preceding  section 
shall  be  made  in  writinu',  and  served  upon  said 
owners  or  occupants,  or  their  authorized  agents, 
as  prescribed  by  section  9  of  chai)ter  26  of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  for  the  service  of  orders  of  boards 
of  health ;  and  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  any 
justice  thereof,  in  term  time  or  vacation  may,  by 
injunction  or  other  suitable  process  in  equity,  re- 
strain any  person  or  corporation  from  construct- 
ing, using,  or  occupying  any  cellar  or  basement 
cellar  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  section  1 
of  this  act,  and  may  enforce  such  i)rovisions,  and 
may  order  and  enforce  the  abatement  or  altera- 
tion of  any  cellar  or  basement  cellar  constructed, 
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used  or  occiii>ied  in  violation  thereof,  so  as  to  com- 
ply with  sai(l  provisions." 

Xhlennan  W  ortliington — This  act  came  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who  passed  the  following  or- 
der : 

Ordered,  That  in  pursuance  of  chapter  377  of 
the  acts  of  the  Let;islaturc  of  1872,  relating  to 
cellars  and  basements  in  the  city  of  Boston,  this 
Board  establish  a  grade  of  twelve  "feet  above  mean 
low  water. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on  Health 
to  test  this  law  and  see  whether  the  city  have 
power  to  comix'l  these  men  to  fill  Iheiv  cellars.  It 
IS  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
that  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  we  shall 
have  the  same  trouble  on  "the  Back  Bay  that  we 
are  now  having  in  other  streets.  I  see  we  have 
paid  for  tilling  the  Suffolk-street  District  «!2,375.- 
102.11;  for  the  Church-street  District,  §1,175,672.16, 
making  the  aggregate  for  the  two  districts  ,|i3,550,- 
774.27. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  what  the  betterments 
on  those  districts  amounted  to. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  giving  the  net 
expense,  or  that  is  what  I  asked  for  from  the  Au- 
ditor, and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  taken  the  bet- 
terments out. 

Alderman  Peters— It  is  that  we  paid  S!3,500,000  or 
more  to  raise  those  districts. 

Alderman  Brooki^  inquired  whether  these  build- 
ings had  been  commenced  since  the  act  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  they  had. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  his  experience  in  the  Suf- 
folk-street District  was  that  cellars  would  fill  up 
and  people  would  shovel  the  gravel  off.  If  they 
were  not  nuisances  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  order. 

Alderman  I'eters  thought  property  would  he 
made  more  valuable  if  the  law  were  enforced,  and 
he  hoped  the  order  would  pass. 

Alilerman  Worthington  instanced  cases  where 
people  iluo'  the  gravel  out  of  their  cellars  and  sold 
it  for  a  dollar  a  load. 

AldenuKn  Cutter  said  the  agents  of  the  Inspect- 
or of  Buildings  were  at  fault  in  not  seeing  that  the 
foundations  were  properly  set. 

Ahlerman  AVorthington  said  the  parties  had 
been  notified  against  building  below  grade,  but 
they  did  so  because  they  could  save  money. 

The  two  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed..  . 

By  Alderman  Fower,for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers—Repoit  that  no  action  is  necessarvon  petition 
of  J.  T.  Reed  et  al.,  that  the  outlet  of  xhe  Canal- 
street  sewer  he  extended  over  the  flats  in  Charles- 
town.    Accepted. 

Urder  for  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  build 
a  sewer  in  Medford  street,  between  Polk  and 
Everett  streets;  and  in  Dennis  street,  between 
Stafford  street  anil  Blue  Hill  avenue ;  in  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  between  Dennis  and  Waverley  streets ; 
and  in  Waverley  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Perrin  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  for  the  public 
convenience  that  a  main  drain,  or  common  sewer, 
should  be  laid  between  Dudley  and  (Juiiicy  streets, 
and  for  that  purpose  it  is  necessary  to  take,  in 
said  city,  certain  parcels  of  land  belonging  to  the 
following-named  persons,  being  a  stri,»  ten  feet 
wide  extending  from  Dudley  street  to  Quincy 
street,  and  along  the  valley  of  the  brook  which 
was  formerly  the  division  line  between  Roxbury 
and  Dorchester— being  about  3823  feet  in  length : 
Names  of  Owners.  Am't  of  land    Damages 

The  Heirs  of  Samuel  Walker..  1,417  sq.'  ft.  $142.00 

Maria  S.  Masters 935  "  93.50 

Albert  Howard 404  "  40.40 

Henry  W.  Howard 275  "  27.50 

Benjainin  ,S.  .lev 182  "  18.20 

Heirs  of  James  HUckins I,0il0  "  109.00 

James  Tucker  2d 1,207  "  120.70 

Amos  Bates 990  "  99.00 

Benjainin  F.  Coblelgh 407  "  40.70 

JuHa  C.  Jancke 295  "  29.50 

Elizabeth  H.  Xute 435  "  43.50 

Charles  P.  Emerson 465  "  4(j.50 

Alexander  MeDoiiaUl 925  "  92.50 

Amy  F.  Fisher 500  "  50.00 

Daniel  M.  Hammond, 500  "  .50.00 

William  H.  Brown ) 

and               J. 1,000  "  100.00 

A.  D.  Collins  > 

Ann  C.  Gav 1,630  "  163.00 

Elizabeth  Jiobinson 900  "  90.00 

AV.  Eliot  Woodward 285  "  Nothing 

William  K.  Gay 1,361  " 

Betsev  I.  Pope 2,219  "  221.90 

William  Gray,  Jr 14,224  "  2,844.80 

James  Cunningham 344  "  Nothing 


Names  of  Owners.       Amount  of  land  Damages 

taken.  awarded. 

Andrew  ISarrett .520  sq.  ft.  Nothing 

Michael  Davis 394      "  " 

James  C'otlee 412      "  " 

Patrick  Mvrick 398      " 

Tlionias  Whalen's  heirs .395      "  " 

Hannah  Kane's  heirs 400      "  " 

Patrick  Shaughnessy 410      "  " 

Nelson  Curtis 800      "  " 

James  Melhin 805      "  " 

Bernard  Norton 1,311      " 

Bartholomew  O'Keefe 39.3      "  " 

And  whereas  due  notice  has  been  given  of  the 
intention  of  this  Board  to  take  the  said  parcels  of 
land  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  as  appears  by  the 
return  hereunto  annexed,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  parcels  of  land  before  de- 
scribed be  and  the  same  hereby  are  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  a  main  drain,  or  common  sewer, 
according  to  a  jdan  of  the  said  land  called  "Plan 
of  Dorchester  Brook,"  dated  July,  1874,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ers. And  this  Board  doth  adjudge  the  damages 
from  said  taking  to  be  according  to  the  above 
schedule. 

It  is  also  ordered.  That  this  Board  doth  hereby 
take  and  divert  the  waters  of  said  brook  through 
said  sewer,  as  authorized  by  chapter  205  of  the 
acts  of  1873. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  pajanent  of 
the  following  bills  for  materials  furnished  to  the 
city  of  Boston  by  persons  indirectly  connected 
with  the  City  Government— the  same  having  been 
contracted  for  by  agents  of  the  city,  namely :  To 
Denio,  Ham  &  Co.,  one  thou.sand  and  seventy- 
eight  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents ;  to  Daniel  D. 
Kelley,  one  hundred  anil  five  dollars  and  eighty- 
two  cents ;  to  Patrick  Donahoe.  twentv-tive  dol- 
lars and  twenty  cents. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  this  was  a 
peculiar  case,  as  the  law  forbids  anyone  connected 
with  the  City  Government  from  furnishing  sup- 
plies. In  the  large  amount  the  parties  supposed 
they  were  selling  to  a  contractor  instead  of  an 
agent  of  the  city.  During  the  smallpox  excite- 
ment it  was  necessary  to  put  the  steamer  Samuel 
Little  in  dry  dock  and  Mr.  Kelley's  was  the 
only  one  vacant;  he  would  not  at  first  allow 
it  to  go  in,  but  the  captain  offered  to 
take  the  responsibility,  and  Mr.  Kelley  con- 
sented, and  the  agent  left  him  to  get  his  money 
from  the  city  as  best  he  could.  In  Mr.  Donahoe's 
case  the  bill  was  for  adveitising. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  report  and 
order  granting  a  location  to  the  South  Bcston 
Railroad  Company  of  an  additional  track  on  Fourth 
street  at  City  Point  (City  Doc.  No.  65)  were  taken 
from  the  table,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  order  to  iiave 
Gold  and  Silver  streets  with  burnettized  spruce 
blocks  was  rejected  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  simply  desired  to 
allow  members  to  gain  information. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  order— yeas  5,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Harris,  Power, 
Prescott — 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter, 
Peters,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 6. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  accepting  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  which  states  that  no  fur- 
ther action  is  required  on  subject  of  granting  a 
victualler's  license  to  T.  A.  Splaine  at  City  Point, 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  rejected. 

A  BECONSIDEEATIOK. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
passed  a  few  minutes  previously  giving  notice  to 
certain  pesons  to  change  the  grade  of  their  build- 
ings within  ten  ilavs.  He  thought  it  an  arbitrary 
vote,  which  should  not  have  been  passed  so  early, 
and  at  the  least  the  parties  should  have  a  hearing. 
He  was  slightly  interested  in  that  locality — al- 
though not  ovi^ning  or  being  interested  in  any 
houses  built  since  1872— as  it  hapi)ened  to  be 
a  part  of  the  ward  which  he  "had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,"  if  he  had  got  the  expression 
correct.  He  desired  to  obtain  information  and  to 
learn  if  gentlemen  of  the  standing  of  the  parties 
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named  in  the  order  had  been  violating  the  law, 
and  why  it  was  so.  He  knew  of  many  houses 
erected  there  by  gentlemen  who  would  not  know- 
ingly disobey  the  instructions  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings. 
Alderman  Power  was  in  favor  of  having  the  or- 


der lie  over  till  the  next  meeting,  and  to  save 
time,  he  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Brooks,  the  Board  adjourned  to  Tuesday, 
August  18. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


AUGUST    4,    1874. 


Special  meeting,  called  by  the  Mayor  for  three 
o'clock  F.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  rresident,  in  the 
chair. 

The  Council  was  called  to  order  at  quarter-past 
three  o'clock.  It  appearing  at  that  time  that  a 
(luorum  was  present,  the  I'resjdcut  read  the  fol- 
lowing : 

EXECUIIVE   I)EI>.\RTMENT,       | 

City  Hall,  Aug.  3, 1874.  ( 

To  Edward  O.  Shepard,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Common  Council:  Dear  Sir— I  regret  that  I  an 
obliged  to  cali  a  special  meeting  of  the  Conimor 
Council  for  Tuesday,  the  4th  inst.,  at  three  o'clock 
P.  M.,  to  take  action  upon  the  order  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  primary-school  building  on  land 
of  the  city  in  the  Lawrence  District,  South  Bos- 
ton, and  also  the  report  and  orders  relative  to  ven- 
tilating the  City  Hall. 

I  am,  etc., 

Samuel  C.  Cohb,  Mayor. 

The  connnunication  was  ordered  to  l;e  placed  on 
file. 


The  President— Notices  have  been  filed  by  Mr. 
Crowley  of  Ward  7  of  intention  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  votes  passed  at  the  la.st  meeting 
by  vvhi<;h  the  report  and  orders  in  relation  to  the 
ventilation  of  the  City  Hall  were  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Pufilic  Buildings  with  instruc- 
tions to  invite  proposals  for  the  ventilation  of  the 
two  chambers  of  the  City  Council,  and  by  which 
was  passed  the  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  erect  a  jirimary  schoolhouse 
on  laiiil  belonging  to  the  city  in  the  Lawrence 
District,  South  Boston.  What  is  the  pleasure  of 
the  Council?  [Pause].  The  Chair  awaits  a  motion 
on  either  of  the  notices  wnich  have  been  given. 
[Pause]. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — Do  I  under.stand  that  any 
motion  is  now  before  the  house  ? 

The  President — A  motion  upon  either  of  these 
notices  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — Has  any  motion  been 
made  ? 

The  President— The  notices  have  been  filed  with 
the  Clerk,  but  no  motion  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Wa^d  7— Then,  in  order  to  show 
the  atter  contempt  which  the  Council  has  for 
the  gi'ntleman  who  filed  the  notices  and  com- 
pelled  

The  President — The  gentleman  •vHl  not  be  per- 
sonal in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Waul  7 — I  do  not  know  who  made 
the  motion.    I  move  the  Council   do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Council  ad- 
ioiuued. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    4,    1874. 


Special  meeting  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alaerman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  meeting  had  been 
called  to  consider  the  order  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Law- 
rence District,  South  Bosfon,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  $50,000,  from  plans  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction. 

The  order  was  read  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Stephen  Brooks,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Cliestnvit  Hill 
avenu?.  Ward  19. 

Tothe  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.    E.  A.  Boardman  et  at.,  for  abatement   of 


assessment  of  betterment  on  estates  Nos.  9  and  11 
Commercia-1  street. 

LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Highland  and 
Middlesex  Horse  Railroad  companies,  accepting 
the  locations  granted  them  by  the  Board  Aug.  3. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 

QUARTERLY   REPORT. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Light- 
ers was  received  and  sent  down.  Receipts  for 
the  quarter,  $777.19;  paid  into  the  City  Treasury, 
$276.53. 

MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  stating 
tliat  they  find  that  the  lowest  liidder  for  the 
ccmtract  for  building  a  new  receiving  tomb  was 
$10,200.  Only  $6000  had  been  appropriated  for 
this  purpose.  The  trustees  ask  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $4200. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  request 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mt.Hojie  Ceme- 
tery, with  leave  to  report  to  either  branch. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  W'oi'thington,tlie  Board 
adjourned  to  Tuesday,  August  18,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    18,    1874. 


Rejriilar  meeting,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presidinj;. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Inspector  of  Provisions— John  H.  Terry,  vice 
Joseiih  B.  Gibson,  resigned. 

Police  Officer— Henry,  1".  Hersey  for  special  duty 
at  Faneiiil  Hall  and  India-wharf  markets. 

■\Veigher  of  Coal— John  K.  Leland. 

Sergeant  of  Police— Eugene  M.  Johnson  (pro- 
motion). 

Special  Police  Officers — George  A.  Grover,  New 
Faneuil  Hall  Market ;  John  Leahy,  Back  Bay 
lands;  John  H.  Kendall,  92  Sudbury  street;  AVil- 
liam  Smith,  First  Freevill  Baptist  Church,  Charles- 
town. 

JUROKS    DRAWN. 

Three  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Septem- 
ber term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFUSED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  for  apportionment 
of  betterment  on  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  James 
McCatfery  et  al.,  that  the  business  of  manufactur- 
ing oakum,  etc.,  of  Thomas  H.  Dunham,  between 
N  and  O  streets,  be  discontinued  by  reason  of  its 
combustible  nature. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  G.  W. 
Skinner  cf  (//.,  for  leave  to  exchange  bond  and 
agreement  for  land  on  Camden  street. 

Charles  P.  BaLlwin  et  al.,  for  a  modification  of 
conditioiii-  attached  to  deeds  of  wharves  on  the 
South  Bay. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  (ieorge  T.  Andrew,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Arcadia  street, 
corner  Westville  street. 

Jacob  Bleiler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Mechanic  street,  Ward 
15. 

John  Comer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  George  street. 

Granville  A.  Fuller,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  Sparhawk  street,  near 
Cambridge  street. 

Michael  McEnarny,  for  leave  to  oocupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Lengwood  avenue. 

William  Murry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  tor  one  horse  on  Winship  avenue.  Ward  19. 

W.  H.  Forsaith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Laurel  street,  near  corner 
of  Bower  street. 

C.  Cross,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
six  horses  on  Grove  street.  Ward  17. 

Patrick  McGovern ,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Boston  street.  No.  301. 

B.  F.  Billiard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Tremont  street.  No.  1081. 

John  Coffee,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  woouen  stable 
for  live  horses  on  Market  street,  near  Washington 
street. 

Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable 
on  Cambridge  street,  Charlesto\vn,for  four  horses. 

C.  C.  Dow,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Bartlett  place.  Ward  13. 

Jonas  (i.  Smith,  to  be  allowed  to  retain  cellar 
under  grade,  in  building  20  Gray  street,  just 
erected. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Francis  B.  Hayes 
e<  «?.,  that  the  Chelsea-street  sewer  be  extended 
to  Marion  street. 

A.  B.  &  S.  H.  Loring,  that  the  Tyler-street 
sewer  be  extended  to  Harvard  street. 

Industrial  School  for  Girls,  for  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Centre  street.  Ward  16. 

George  C.  Leach,  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam  street. 
Ward  14. 

Thomas  Lenard,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  on 
Stony  Brook. 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  for  a 
sewer  in  Stoughton  street,  from  Harrison  avenue 
to  Albanv  street. 

John  MuUin  et  n?.,  for  a  sewer  in  Sixth  street, 
from  Dorchester  street  to  E  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  John  Shepard  and 
100  other  taxpayers,  that  they  may  have  the  use  of 
the  mile  grouna  on  the  Brighton  road,  or  some 


other  suitable  place,  under  proper  police  regula- 
tions, for  one  nour  before  and  after  sunset,  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  their  horses  at  speed. 
Referred,  with  a  request,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Power,  that  the  Committee  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

John  W.  Olmstead  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
proiecting  signs  on  south  side  of  State  street. 

lo  the  Committee  on  Claims.  George  Sauer,  31 
Halleck  street,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Halleck 
street. 

A.  T.  Stearns,  to  be  paid  for  damages  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  constiiiction  of  a  sewer  in 
Taylor  and  Water  streets  (Ward  16). 

To  the  Commiitee  on  Paving.  Union  Freight 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  side 
track  on  T  wharf. 

Manley  Howe,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp-post  in 
sidewalk  of  374  Broadway. 

Julia  Pimental,  to  be  paid  an  additional  amount 
for  grade  damages  on  West  Canton  and  Fabln 
streets. 

Charles  Brewer  ,  et  al.,  that  Pond  Street,  Ward 
17,  be  put  in  order. 

Edward  A.  White  et  a7s,that  Devonshire  street, 
from  iSIilk  to  Water  street,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  that  side- 
walks be  laid  on  East  Concord  and  Stoughton 
streets. 

J.  S.  Nickerson  et  al,  that  Fourth  street, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

P.  J.  Campbell  &  Son,  that  the  edgestones  at 
the  corner  of  Swett  and  Reed  streets  may  he  re- 
set. 

William  Gaston,  et  al,  that  edgestones  be  set, 
gutters  paved,  crossings  Inid  and  roadway  macad- 
amized on  Marlborough  street  from  Dartmouth  to 
Gloucester  streets ;  and  that  the  gutters  maybe 
paved,  the  crossings  laid,  the  roadway  macadam- 
ized on  Gloucester  street  from  Beacon  street  to 
a  small  street  between  Marlborough  street  and 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

John  H.  Robinson,  et  al,  that  Charles  street. 
Ward  16,  may  be  put  in  order. 

J.  O.  Holway  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on 
Princeton  street,  from  the  second  house  to  Pres- 
cott  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Remonstrance 
of  Walter  Smith  ct  al.,  against  the  petition  of 
George  H.  Walcott  for  a  license  for  bowling  alley 
at  City  Point. 

Petition  of  Augustus  Russ  and  eighty-eight 
others  in  aid  of  petition  of  said  George  H.  Wal- 
cott. 

Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  Shepard,  Norwell  &  Co., 
and  several  hundred  others,  that  licenses  granted 
to  persons  to  sell  fruit,  etc.,  on  the  street  corners 
he  revoked,  as  travel  and  business  are  obstructed. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  accepting  the  location 
grante<t  said  <  orporation  by  this  Board  on  Aug.  3, 
1874.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  next  Legislature  for 
authority  to  pav  certain  bills  of  Denio,  Ham  & 
Co.,  §1028.36;  Daniel  D.  Kelly,  vS105.82;  Patrick 
Douahoe,  825.20;  contracted  by  said  parties  while 
connected  with  the  City  Government.    Passed. 

Resolve  and  order  to  take  land  and  divert  the 
water  on  Dorchester  Brook  for  sewer  purposes. 
Passed. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  were  re- 
ceived from  George  K.  Paul  .&  Co.,  at  No.  48  and  50 
Union  street,  and  Austin  Krasinski  on  Brookside 
avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  and  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  foi-  hearings  thereon  on  Tuesday,  the 
8th  of  September,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  wlien  all 
persons  objecting  may  appear  and  be  heard. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing July  31— Receipts,  §21,941.59;  expenditures, 
$21,422.61 ;  balance  on  hand,  SS518.98.    Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  July 
— Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  state  of  the 
appropriations : 

teZ?e'"e°tc''    Expended.     Unexpended. 

General S13,H03.504.24       §3,801,140.01     $10,102,364.23 

Special 4,482,330.54  798,586.48         3,«83,744.06 


Sent  down. 


S18,385,834.78       $4,599,726.49     $13,786,108.29 
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Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  flres  and  alarms 
for  July— Total  number  of  fires,  44;  alarms,  49; 
loss  on  biiilclings,  $22,736;  do.  on  stock,  $8145;  in- 
surance on  buildings,  ^145,650;  do.  on  stock,  $59,- 
350.    Sent  down. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Alderman  Wortliington  presented  the  second 
annual  report  of  the  hoard  of  Health  for  the  year 
ending  May  1, 1874  (City  Doc.  No.  63),  which  was 
ordered  se"^t  down.  An  abstract  of  the  topics 
treated  is  appended: 

SynalljMX.  On  May  30, 1873,  there  were  twelve 
patients  in  the  hospital. 

On  the  10th  of  May  the  ambulance  driver  was 
discharged,  the  hospital  attendant  being  able  to 
take  charge  of  tlie  cases,  and  on  the  23d  of  Mav, 
1873,  all  but  three  had  been  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  there  were  no  ot'ier  cases  in  the  city. 
On  the  10th  of  June  there  were  but  two  left,  both 
recovering.  On  the  14fh  of  June  we  discharged 
two  health  officers  at  the  hospital,  and  one  under 
the  Court  House,  not  needing  their  services  any 
longer;  and  on  the  30th  of  June  we  discharged  the 
remaining  health  officers  at  No.  2  and  one  from 
No.  1. 

The  two  cases  reported  June  30  were  both  taken 
from  the  Consumptives'  Home  at  Grove  Hall.  On 
Jiily  21  there  was  but  one  case  in  the  city,  and  on 
the  23d  of  that  month  he  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  the  city  was  free  from  the  disease 
for  the  first  time  for  several  years. 

But  this  exemption  was  not  destined  to  last.  On 
the  30th  of  July  another  case  was  reported,  and 
traced  directly  to  New  York,  the  patient  having 
left  that  city  on  the  14th.  The  case  reported  on 
ttie  7th  August  was  traced  directly  to  Holyoke, 
Mass. ;  but  It  was  of  short  duration,  the  patient 
having  recovered  and  left  the  hospital  on  the  14th. 
The  remaining  patient  recovered  and  left  on  the 
27th  and  we  were  free  again; — free  till  the  8th  of 
October,  when  a  case  occurred  which  could  only 
be  traced  to  a  vessel.  Another  case  was  reported 
Nov.  19,  which  we  were  unable  to  trace.  This  was 
a  Portugue-e  woman,  who  underetood  only  two 
words  in  the  English  language.  Severe  as  her 
ease  was,  and  hard  to  endtire,— for  she  had  no  per- 
son to  communicate  with,  except  by  signs,  for  a 
month, — under  Dr.  Green's  skill  and  constant  care 
and  kiiulness  she  f  ally  recovered  on  the  16th  of 
December,  and  left  the  hospital  vacant  again. 
But  the  next  day  there  was  another  case,  which 
we  had  no  occasion  and  no  authority,  under  the 
statute,  to  remove.  The  patient  remained  at 
home,  was  treated  by  the  City  Physician,  and  re- 
covered. The  next  case  (Dec.  24)  was  removed  to 
the  hospital,  recovered,  and  left  on  the  8th  of 
January.  This  case  could  not  be  traced.  The 
next  case  (Dec.  30)  was  in  South  Boston,  and  re- 
mained theie,  we  having  no  power  and  no  occasion 
to  removp  the  person.  This  could  not  be  traced. 
The  next  (Jan.  1)  was  removed  to  the  hospital. 
Tlie  case  of  Jan.  3  Mas  a  woman  in  the  Charles- 
town  District,  too  sick  to  be  removed,  who  rtied  on 
the  10th.  This  was  easily  traced  to  New  York. 
On  February  6  the  patient  at  the  hospital  recov- 
ered, and  we  were  free  again.  The  next  case 
(Feb.  17)  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  He  re- 
covered, and  left  on  the  2d  of  March.  The  next 
and  last  case  we  have  had  (March  3)  was  removed 
to  the  hospital.  Both  these  last  were  traced  un- 
mistakably to  New  York. 

The  city  became  free  from  the  epidemic  again 
on  the  9th  of  March,  and  ui3  to  the  date  of  this 
report  has  remained  so.  In  every  instance  where 
a  case  was  reported  the  most  effective  measures 
known  to  us  were  used  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 

The  report  discusses  at  length  the  need  of  an 
isolated  place  for  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  board  to  secure  pay  from  the  State 
for  the  care  of  smallpox  patients  not  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  which  money  is  now  being  received 
in  instalments,  and  will  amount  in  all  to  $100,000. 

Cholera  and  Yelloiv  Fever.  When  the  cholera 
broke  otit  in  the  Southwest,  the  board  prepared  to 
prevent  its  appearance  here,  fitting  up  a  hospital 
on  Gallop's "  Island ;  also  one  for  yellow-fever 
patients.  Tents  were  also  purchased  and  placed 
in  readiness  for  use. 

The  report  covers  documents  relating  to  the 
abatement  of  the  Spectacle  Island  nuisance,  and 
the  experiments  there  made ;  the  regulation  of 
the  sale  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  removal  of  night 
soil,  jjublic  urinals,  suggested  improvements  for 
street  sprinkling  and  sweeping,  schpolliouses  and 
their  ventilation.  Miller's  River   and  other  nuis- 


ances, and  the  work  of  filling  low  sections  of  the 
city. 

Vital  Statistics.  The  number  of  deaths  in  this 
city  from  January  4, 1873,  including  the  deaths  for 
the  week  ending  that  day,  to  April  25, 1874,  a  pe- 
riod of  nearly  seventeen  mouths,  was  10,372.  A 
chart  of  the  general  mortality  is  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  also  charts  of  mortality  from  ten  dif- 
ferent causes.  These  aw;  made  up  from  weekly 
tables  furnished  us  by  Che  City  Registrar.  We 
also  append  charts  showing  the  range  of  mortality 
from  difEerent  causes  diiring  the  year,  and  also 
charts  showing  daily  temperature,'  humidity  and 
rainfall. 

Burials.  Feeling  the  need  of  an  officer  of  our 
board  to  be  known  as  "Registrar  of  Deaths  and 
Burials,"  on  the  16*h  of  Alarch  last  we  created 
cuch  office  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  and 
also,  with  his  approval,  appointed  Mr.  Apollonio, 
the  City  Registrar,  to  that  office.  On  the  same 
day  we  also,  with  the  Mayor's  approval,  issued 
and  i^ublished  the  following  order: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Boston,  March  16, 1874.     ) 

Ordered,  That  after  March  23,  1874,  no  human 
body  shall  be  buried  in  or  removed  from  the  city, 
until  the  facts  required  by  the  first  clause  of  sec- 
tion 4,  chapter  21,  of  the  General  Statutes,  shall 
have  been  returned  to  and  recorded  by  the  Regis- 
trar of  Deaths  and  Burials. 

Ordered,  further.  That  the.  Registrar,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  grant  permits 
for  the  burial  or  removal  of  human  bodies,  shall 
grant  such  permits  only  ujion  full  comxillance 
with  tlie  conditions  of  this  order.  In  case  the 
physician's  certificate  required  by  the  above  chap- 
ter cai.not,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  be  ob- 
tained, report  thereof  shall  be  made  to  the  Regis- 
trar in  season  to  obtain  from  the  City  Physician 
the  certificate  required,  before  burial. 

Registrar's  office  hours  from  9  A.  M.  to  5  F.  M., 
week  days;  fiom  10  to  12  A.  M.,  Sundays. 

Attest:  C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Approved  March  18, 1874. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Tenement  Houses.  The  number  of  tenement 
houses  inspected  and  entered  upon  our  books  dur- 
ing the  year  is  2169.  These  require  frequent  vis- 
itations. The  number  of  families  occupying  them 
is  13,589.  Number  of  persons,  45,700.  These  added 
to  those  entered  prior  to  May  1, 1873,  make  the 
tenement  houses  so  far  as  we  have  them,  2789;  the 
fiimilies  occupying  them,  17,132;  the  persons,  60,- 
270.  A  paper  on  this  subject  by  Dr.  Richardson  is 
appended. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortality 
of  this  city  is  large.  More  than  2500  chil- 
dren died  in  Boston  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  between  Jan.  4,  1873,  and  April  25, 
1874,  including  those  who  died  during  the  week 
ending  with  the  former  date.  We  eive  the  total 
deaths  at  different  ages:  Under  one  year,  2583; 
between  one  and  five,  1555;  between  5  and  10, 
435;  between  10  ana  20,  597;  between  20  and  40, 
2277 ;  between  40  and  60, 1541 ;  between  60  and  80, 
1119;  between  80  and  90,  224;  over  90,  41. 

Nearly  25  per  cent,  of  thp  deaths,  then,  are  of 
those  under  the  age  of  one  year.  What  excusable 
account  can  be  given  for  this ?  Are  parents  less 
attached  to  children  of  such  tender  age,  and  so 
give  them  less  care  and  attention?  Are  the  chil- 
dren less  attractive  then  ?  W e  ask  these  questions 
because  the  fact  is  a  startling  one. 

Stony  Brook  Sewer.  While  it  is  our  intention  to 
fasten  upon  Miller's  River,  the  establishments  on 
it  and  the  cities  through  which  it  runs,  their  full 
share  of  the  resi)onsibility  for  the  sufferings  many 
of  our  citizens  have  endured,  we  mean  to  dea'l 
justly,  and  to  show  that  Boston  is  far  from  being 
free  from  blame  in  this  matter.  AVe  have  already 
allvuled  to  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  with  its  two 
open  mouths  pouriiig  into  the  western  basin. 
Whoever  passes  through  Parker  street  when  the 
tide  is  low  and  the  wind  southwest  will  often  get 
for  some  distance  on  his  passage  a  stench,  but  not 
the  Miller's  River  stench.  And  there  is  no  excuse 
for  this.  At  low  tide  there  are  at  least  100  acre 
of  flats  exposed  a»ul  bare,  west  of  Parker  street, 
east  from  Brookline  avenue  and  south  from  Bea- 
con street.  And  what  passes  through  this  sewer? 
One-half  of  the  sewage  of  the  Highlands.  Butif 
the  classification  of  stenches  ever  be  reduced  to  a 
science  or  an  art,  the  powers  of  a  brewery  to  con- 
taminate a  drain  must  be  reckoned  first-class.  And 
through  this  sewer  passes  the  drainage  of  at  least 
eleven  breweries— the  Burton,  the  Highland 
Spring,  the  Norfolk,  the  Rockland,  the  Standard, 
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BOARD      OF      ALDEKMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    18,    1874. 


Refciilar  meeting,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECCTIVE   NOJIINATIOXS   CONFIRMED. 

Inspector  of  Provif-ions— John  H.  Terry,  vice 
Joseph  B.  Gibson,  resigned. 

Police  Officer— Henry,  P.  Hersey  for  special  duty 
at  Paneiiil  Hall  and  India-wharf  markets. 

Weigher  of  Coal— John  K.  Leland. 

Sergeant  of  Police— Eugene  M.  Johnson  (pro- 
motion). 

Special  Police  Officers — George  A.  Grover,  New 
Faneujl  Hall  Market;  John  Leahy,  Back  Pay 
lands;  John  H.  Kendall,  92  Sudbury  street;  Wil- 
liam Smith,  First  Freevill  Baptist  Church,  Charles- 
town. 

JUROKS    DRAWN. 

Three  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Septem- 
ber term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFUSED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jortlan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  for  a))portioument 
of  betterment  on  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam.  Emjines.  James 
McCaffery  et  al.,  that  the  business  of  manufactur- 
ing oakum,  etc.,  of  Thomas  H.  Dunham,  between 
N  and  O  streets,  be  discontinued  by  reason  of  its 
combustible  nature. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  G.  W. 
Skinner  (-;  (f?.,  for  leave  to  exchange  bond  and 
agreement  for  land  on  Camdei.  street. 

Charles  P.  Baldwin  et  al.,  for  a  modification  of 
conditions  attached  to  deeds  of  wharves  on  the 
South  Bay. 

2'o  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  George  T.  Andrew,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Arcadia  street, 
corner  Westville  street. 

Jacob  Bleiler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Mechanic  street,  Ward 
15. 

John  Comer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  George  street. 

(iranville  A.  Fuller,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  Sparhawk  street,  near 
Cambridge  street. 

Michael  JMcEnarny,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Lengwood  avenue. 

AVilliam  Muriy,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  tor  one  horse  on  Winship  avenue,  Ward  19. 

W.  H.  Forsaith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Laurel  street,  near  corner 
of  Bower  street. 

C.  Cross,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
six  horses  on  Grove  street,  AVard  17. 

Patrick  McGovern,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Boston  street, "No.  301. 

B.  F.  Billiard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Tremont  street.  No.  1081. 

John  CofEee,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooaen  stable 
for  five  horses  on  Market  street,  near  Washington 

Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable 
on  Cambridge  street,  Charlestovvn,for  four  horses. 

C.  C.  Dow,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Bartlett  place.  Ward  13. 

Jonas  G.  Smith,  to  be  allowed  to  retain  cellar 
under  grade,  in  building  -iO  Gray  street,  just 
erected. 

To  the  Committee  on  Savers.  Fiancis  B.  Hayes 
ei  «/.!  that  the  Chelsea-street  sewer  be  extended 
to  Marion  street. 

A.  B.  &  S.  H.  Loring,  that  the  Tyler-street 
sewer  be  extended  to  Harvard  street. 

Industrial  School  for  Girls,  for  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Centre  street.  Ward  16. 

George  C.  Leach,  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam  street, 
Ward  14. 

Thomas  Lenard,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  on 
Stony  Brook. 

Massachusetts  Homcsopathlc  Hospital,  for  a 
sewer  in  Stoughton  street,  from  Harrison  avenue 
to  Albanv  street. 

John  MuUin  et  «?.,  for  a  sewer  m  Sixth  street, 
from  Dorchester  street  to  E  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  John  Slie])ar(l  and 
100  other  taxpayers,  that  they  may  have  the  use  of 
the  mile  grouna  on  the  Brighton  road,  or  some 


other  suitable  place,  under  proper  police  regula- 
tions, for  one  hour  before  and  after  sunset,  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  their  horses  at  speed. 
Referred,  with  a  request,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
I'ower,  that  the  Committee  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

John  W.  Olmstead  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
projecting  signs  on  south  side  of  State  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  George  Sauer,  31 
Halleck  street,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Halleck 
street. 

A.  T.  Stearns,  to  be  paid  for  damages  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  consti^uction  of  a  sewer  in 
Tavlor  and  Water  streets  (Ward  16). 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Union  Freight 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  side 
track  on  T  wharf. 

Manley  Howe,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp-post  in 
sidewalk  of  374  Broadway. 

Julia  Pimental,  to  be  paid  an  additional  amount 
for  grade  damages  on  West  Canton  and  Fabin 
streets. 

Charles  Brewer  ,  et  al.,  that  Pond  Street,  Ward 
17,  be  put  in  order. 

Edward  A.  White  et  a;s,that  Devonshire  street, 
from  INIilk  to  Water  street,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  that  side- 
walks be  laid  on  East  Concord  and  Stoughton 
streets. 

J.  S.  Nickerson  et  al,  that  Fourth  street, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

P.  J.  Campbell  &  Son,  that  the  edgestones  at 
the  corner  of  Swett  and  Reed  streets  may  be  re- 
set. 

William  Gaston,  et  al,  that  edgestones  be  set, 
gutters  paved,  crossings  Inid  and  roadway  macad- 
amized on  Marlborough  street  from  Dartinouth  to 
Gloucester  streets ;  and  that  the  gutters  may  be 
paved,  the  crossings  laid,  the  roadway  macadam- 
ized on  Gloucester  street  from  Beacon  street  to 
a  small  street  between  Marlborough  street  and 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

John  H.  Robinson,  et  al,  that  Charles  street, 
Ward  16,  may  be  put  in  order. 

J.  O.  Holway  ef  a?.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on 
Princeton  street,  from  the  second  house  to  Pres- 
cott  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Remonstrance 
of  Walter  Smith  ct  al.,  against  the  petition  of 
George  H.  Walcott  for  a  license  for  bowling  alley 
at  City  Point. 

Petition  of  Augustus  Russ  and  eighty-eight 
others  in  aid  of  petition  of  said  George  H.  Wal- 
cott. 

Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  Shepard,  Norwell  &  Co., 
and  several  hundred  others,  that  licenses  granted 
to  persons  to  sell  fruit,  etc.,  on  the  street  corners 
be  revoked,  as  travel  and  business  are  obstructed. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  accepting  the  location 
granted  said  corporation  by  this  Board  on  Aug.  3, 
1874.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  next  Legislature  for 
authority  to  pay  certain  bills  of  Denio,  Ham  & 
Co.,  !S10'28.36;  Daniel  D.  Kelly,  S105.82;  Patrick 
Donahoe,  §25.20;  contracted  by  said  parties  while 
connected  with  the  City  Government.    Passed. 

Resolve  and  order  to  take  land  and  divert  the 
water  on  Dorchester  Brook  for  sewer  purposes. 
Passed. 

ORDER.S  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  were  re- 
ceived from  George  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  at  No.  48  and  50 
Union  street,  and  Austin  Krasinski  on  Brookside 
avenue,  Jamaica  Plain ;  and  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  hearings  thereon  on  Tuesday,  the 
8th  of  September,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  wlien  all 
persons  objecting  may  appear  and  be  heard. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing July  31 — Receipts,  §21,941.59;  ex])enditures, 
$21,422.61;  balance  on  hand,  S518.98.    Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  July 
—Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  state  of  the 
appropriations : 

teS'ete''    Expended.     Unexpended. 

General S;13,hO3,.5'04.24       83,801,140.01     S1U,102,364.23 

Special 4,482,330.54  798,586.48         3,683,744.06 


Sent  down 


$18,385,834.78       $4,599,726.49     $13,786,108.29 
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Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  flres  and  alarms 
for  July — Total  number  of  fires,  44;  alarms,  49; 
loss  on  buildings,  .f;22,736;  do.  on  stock,  $8145;  in- 
surance on  buildings,  $145,650;  do.  on  stock,  $59,- 
350.    Sent  down. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Alderman  AVorthington  presented  the  second 
annual  report  of  the  board  of  Health  for  the  year 
ending  May  1, 1874  (City  Doc.  No.  63),  which  was 
ordered  sc^t  down.  An  abstract  of  the  topics 
treated  is  appended: 

Smallpox.  On  May  30, 1873,  there  were  twelve 
patients  in  the  hospital. 

On  the  10th  of  May  the  ambulance  driver  was 
discharged,  the  hospital  attenlant  being  able  to 
take  charge  of  the  cases,  and  on  the  23d  of  Mav, 
1873,  all  but  three  had  been  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  there  were  no  other  cases  in  the  city. 
On  the  10th  of  June  there  were  but  two  left,  both 
recovering.  On  the  14rh  of  June  we  discharged 
two  health  officers  at  the  hospital,  and  one  under 
the  Court  House,  not  needing  their  services  any 
longer ;  and  on  the  30th  of  June  we  discharged  the 
remaining  health  officers  at  No.  2  and  one  from 
No.  1. 

The  two  cases  reported  June  30  were  both  taken 
from  the  Consumptives'  Home  at  Grove  Hall.  On 
Jiily  21  there  was  but  one  case  in  the  city,  and  on 
the  23d  of  that  month  he  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  the  city  was  free  from  the  disease 
for  the  first  time  for  several  years. 

But  this  exemption  was  not  destined  to  last.  On 
the  30th  of  July  another  case  was  reported,  and 
traced  directly  to  New  York,  the  patient  having 
left  that  city  on  the  14th.  The  case  reported  on 
the  7th  August  was  traced  directly  to  Holyoke, 
Mass. ;  but  It  was  of  short  duration,  the  patient 
having  recovered  and  left  the  hospital  on  the  14th. 
The  remaining  patient  recovered  and  left  on  the 
27th  and  we  were  free  again ; — free  till  the  8th  of 
October,  when  a  case  occurred  which  could  only 
be  traced  to  a  vessel.  Another  case  was  reported 
Nov.  19,  which  we  were  unable  to  trace.  This  was 
a  FortuguefC  woman,  who  understood  only  two 
words  in  the  English  language.  Severe  as  her 
case  was,  and  hard  to  en  dure,— for  she  had  no  per- 
son to  communicate  with,  except  by  signs,  for  a 
month, — under  Dr.  Green's  skill  and  constant  care 
and  kindness  she  fully  recovered  on  the  16th  of 
December,  and  left  the  hospital  vacant  again. 
But  the  next  day  there  was  another  case,  \\'hich 
we  had  no  occasion  and  no  authority,  under  the 
statute,  to  remove.  The  patient  remained  at 
home,  was  treated  by  the  City  Physician,  and  re- 
covered. The  next  case  (Dec.  24)  was  removed  to 
the  hospital,  recovered,  and  left  on  the  8th  of 
January.  This  case  could  not  be  traced.  The 
next  case  (Dec.  30)  was  in  South  Boston,  and  re- 
mained theie,  we  having  no  power  and  no  occasion 
to  removp  the  person.  This  could  not  be  traced. 
The  next  (Jan.  1)  was  removed  to  the  hospital. 
The  case  of  Jan.  3  was  a  woman  in  the  Charles- 
town  District,  too  sick  to  be  removed,  who  died  on 
the  10th.  This  was  easily  traced  to  New  York. 
On  February  6  the  patient  at  the  hosjiital  recov- 
ered, and  we  were  free  again.  The  next  case 
(Feb.  17)  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  He  re- 
covered, and  left  on  the  2d  of  March.  The  next 
and  last  case  we  have  had  (March  3)  was  removed 
to  the  hospital.  Both  these  last  were  traced  un- 
mistakably to  New  York. 

The  city  became  free  from  the  epidemic  again 
on  the  9th  of  March,  and  up  to  the  date  of  this 
report  has  remained  so.  In  every  instance  where 
a  case  was  reported  the  most  effective  measures 
known  to  us  were  used  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 

The  report  discusses  at  length  the  need  of  an 
isolated  place  for  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  board  to  secure  pay  from  the  State 
for  the  care  of  smallpox  p.atients  not  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  which  money  is  now  being  received 
in  instalments,  and  will  amount  in  all  to  $100,000. 

Cholera  and  Yellow  Fever.  When  the  cholera 
broke  out  in  the  Southwest,  the  board  prepared  to 
prevent  its  appearance  here,  fitting  up  a  hospital 
on  Gallop's  "Island :  also  one  for  yellow-fever 
patients.  Tents  were  also  purchased  and  placed 
in  readiness  for  use. 

The  report  covers  documents  relating  to  the 
abatement  of  the  Spectacle  Island  nuisance,  and 
the  experiments  there  made ;  the  regulation  of 
the  sale  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  removal  of  night 
soil,  public  urinals,  suggested  improvements  for 
street  sprinkling  and  sweeping,  schoolhouses  and 
their  ventilation.  Miller's  River   and  other  nuis- 


ances, and  the  work  of  filling  low  sections  of  the 
city. 

Vital  Statistics.  The  number  of  deaths  in  this 
city  from  January  4, 1873,  Including  the  deaths  for 
the  week  ending  that  day,  to  April  25, 1874,  a  pe- 
riod of  nearly  seventeen  mouths,  was  10,372.  A 
chart  of  the  general  mortality  is  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  also  charts  of  mortality  from  ten  dif- 
ferent causes.  These  s.^  made  up  from  weekly 
tables  furnished  us  by  Che  City  Registrar.  "We 
also  append  charts  slrcrvrang  the  range  of  mortality 
from  different  causes  (Uiring  the  year,  and  also 
charts  showing  daily  temperature,"  humidity  and 
rainfall. 

Burials.  Feeling  the  need  of  an  officer  of  our 
board  to  be  known  as  "Registrar  of  Deaths  and 
Burials,"  on  the  16*^^h  of  Alarch  last  we  created 
cuch  office  with  the  approval  of  the  Miiyor,  and 
also,  with  his  approval,  appointed  Mr.  ApoUouio, 
the  City  Registrar,  to  that  office.  On  the  same 
day  we  also,  with  the  Mayor's  approval,  issued 
and  published  the  following  order: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Boston,  March  16, 1874.     ) 

Ordered,  That  after  March  23,  1874,  no  human 
body  shall  be  buried  in  or  removed  from  the  city, 
until  the  facts  required  by  the  first  clause  of  sec- 
tion 4,  chapter  21,  of  the  General  Statutes,  shall 
have  been  returned  to  and  recorded  by  the  Regis- 
trar of  Deaths  and  Burials. 

Ordered,  further,  That  the.  Registrar,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  grant  permits 
for  the  burial  or  removal  of  human  bodies,  shall 
grant  such  permits  ojily  upon  full  compliance 
with  the  conditioiis  of  this  order.  In  case  the 
physician's  certificate  required  by  the  above  chap- 
ter ear.not,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  be  ob- 
tained, report  thereof  .''hall  be  made  to  the  Regis- 
trar in  season  to  obtain  from  the  City  Physician 
the  certificate  requii  ed,  before  burial. 

Registrar's  office  hours'  from  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M., 
week  days ;  fiom  10  to  12  A.  M.,  Sundays. 

Attest:  C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Approved  March  18, 1874. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Tenement  Houses.  The  number  of  tenement 
houses  inspected  and  entered  upon  our  books  dur- 
ing the  year  is  21C9.  These  require  frequent  vis- 
itations. The  number  of  families  occupying  them 
is  13,589.  Number  of  persons,  45,700.  These  added 
to  those  entered  prior  to  May  1, 1873,  make  the 
tenement  houses  so  far  as  we  have  them,  2789;  the 
families  occupying  them,  17,132;  the  persons,  60,- 
270.  A  paper  on  this  subject  by  Dr.  Richardson  is 
appended. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortality 
of  this  city  IS  large.  More  than  2500  chil- 
dren died  in  Boston  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  between  Jan.  4,  1873,  and  April  25, 
1874,  including  those  who  died  during  the  week 
ending  with  the  former  date.  We  aive  the  total 
deaths  at  different  ages:  Under  one  year,  2583; 
between  one  and  five,  1555;  between  5  and  10, 
435 ;  between  10  ana  20,  597;  between  20  and  40, 
2277;  between  40  and  CO,  1541 ;  between  60  and  80, 
1119;  between  80  and  90,  224;  over  90,  41. 

Nearly  25  per  cent,  of  thp  deaths,  then,  are  of 
those  under  the  age  of  one  year.  What  excusable 
account  can  be  given  for  this  ?  Are  parents  less 
attached  to  children  of  such  tender  age,  and  so 
give  them  less  care  and  attention?  Are  the  chil- 
dren less  attractive  then  ?  We  ask  these  questions 
because  the  fact  is  a  startling  one. 

Stony  Brook  Sewer.  While  it  is  our  intention  to 
fasten  upon  Miller's  River,  the  establisliments  on 
it  and  the  cities  through  which  it  runs,  their  full 
share  of  the  responsibility  for  the  sufferings  many 
of  our  citizens  have  endured,  we  mean  to  deal 
justly,  and  to  show  that  Boston  is  far  from  being 
free  from  blame  in  this  matter.  AVe  have  already 
alluded  to  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  with  its  two 
open  mouths  pouring  into  the  western  basin. 
Whoever  passes  through  Parker  street  when  the 
tide  is  low  and  the  wind  southwest  will  often  get 
for  some  distance  on  his  passage  a  stench,  but  not 
the  Miller's  River  stench.  And  there  is  no  excuse 
for  this.  At  low  tide  there  are  at  least  100  acre 
of  flats  exposed  a^id  bare,  west  of  Parker  street, 
east  from  Brookline  avenue  and  south  from  Bea- 
con street.  And  what  passes  through  this  sewer? 
One-half  of  the  sewage  of  the  Highlands.  Butif 
the  classification  of  stenches  ever  be  reduced  to  a 
science  or  an  art,  the  iiowers  of  a  brewery  to  con- 
taminate a  olrain  must  be  reckoned  first-class.  And 
through  this  sewer  passes  the  drainage  of  at  least 
eleven  breweries— the  Burton,  the  Highland 
Spring,  the  Norfolk,  the  Rockland,  the  Standard, 
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the  Union,  Burkhardt's,  Jutz's,  Kenney's,  Pfaff's, 
and  Roessle'f.  And  the  capacity  of  all  these 
breweries  is  the  manufacture  of  at  least  3000  bar- 
rels of  beer  a  day.  What  then  must  be  the  quan- 
tity and  <iuality  of  the  drainage  that  passes 
through  Stony  Brook  and  out  upon  the  flats  from 
these  sources  alone?  Add  to  this  the  drainage  of 
a  portion  of  JUookliue.     There  are  thousands  of 

geople,  representing  millions  of  money,  who  pay 
eavy  taxes— but  it  is  the  same  to  us  if  they  could 
be  reckoned  only  by  tens,  who  could  not  even  pay 
a  poll  tax— who  are  frequent  sufferers  from  this 
sewer.  Tne  termiiuis  of  this  sewer  should  not  be 
there  for  another  hour,  and  its  gaping  mouths 
should  withovit  delay  be  hidden  from  hiiman  sight 
and  smell.  An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  pres- 
ent year  has  just  passed,  being  chapter  280  of  the 
Acts  of  187"*,  "An  act  relating  to  Parker  street, 
known  as  the  Cross  Dam,  in  the  city  of  Boston," 
whereby  we  hope  sometliing  may  be  accomplish- 
ed toward  relieving  the  residents  on  the  Back 
Bay  from  this  great  nnisance.  Across  the  Charles 
are  the  East  Cambridge  flats,  exposed  at  low  tide, 
and  upon  which  pours  much  of  the  sewage  of  the 
easterly  portion  of  that  city.  And  on  this  side, 
at  the  angle  of  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Otter 
street,  frequently  sending  up  a  vile  odor,  are  other 
flats  at  low  tide,  for  which  there  seems  to  be  no 
excuse.  We  regret  that  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  1866,  chapter  247,  was  not  long  ago  put  in  force ; 
and  we  hope  soon  to  see  the  wall  on  the  southerly 
line  of  the  river  set  two  or  three  hundred  feet 
further  out,  a  curve  formed  at  Otter  street,  the 
intervening  space  filled  in,  green  grass  and  the 
odor  of  flowers  take  the  place  of  flltliy  mud  and 
odor  of  sewers,  with  a  similar  green  border  on 
the  Cambridge  side,  so  that  no  flats  whatever  on 
either  side  of  the  river  shall  ever  be  exposed. 
Other  considerations  may  lead  to  thus  filling  and 
adorning  the  river,  but  we  speak  of  it  solely  as  a 
great  sanitary  measure.  So  if  the  western  basin 
could  be  dredged  and  kept  forever  open,  this 
would  be  another  great  sanitary  measure  the 
city  would  nevei  regret.  The  Charles,  instead  of 
being  a  receptacle  of  sewers,  might  then  be  made 
the  bearer  of  a  much  sweeter  burden  to  the 
sea.  But  very  little  sweeter,  if  any,  is 
the  drainage  of  the  other  half  of  the  High- 
lands. Four  sewers  pour  their  horrible  filth 
into  the  old  Roxbury  canal  at  Albany  street,  and 
wait  for  the  tide  to  take  what  it  is  willing  to  carry 
away.  1st.  The  sewer  for  the  easteily  section  of 
the  Highlands,  with  an  open  mouth  measuring 
five  feet  by  three  feet  four  inches.  2d.  Chester- 
park  sewer,  three  feet  square.  3d.  Concord-street 
sewer,  four  feet  square.  4th.  A  private  sewer, 
about  two  feet  square.  The  contents  of  tnese 
sewers  are  too  vile  and  loathsome  to  look  upon, 
and  their  odors  must  nauseate  and  poison  thou- 
sands every  year. 

Sewercu/e.  This  whole  system  of  sewerage  is 
clearly  wrong.  Our  beautiful  city  is  almost  en- 
circled by  the  mouths  of  servers  discharging  their 
contents  into  shoal  water  or  upon  flats,  the  sewer 
gases  rendering  the  atmosphere  for  some  distance 
about  the  wharves  absolutely  dangerous  to 
breathe.  About  these  wharves  are  large  num- 
bers of  laborers,  whose  duties  are  always  there; 
and  within  range  of  these  gases  are  thousands 
of  dwellings.  Should  not  the  sewers  all  be  turned 
southeasterly  into  deep  water?  Or  would  it  be 
more  feasible  to  construct  a  large  marginal  sewer, 
into  which  all  others  should  discharge  their  con- 
tents, and  this  one  be  carried  away  into  deep  wa- 
ter from  a  point  nearest  the  bay  ?  These  are  im- 
portant questions,  and  deserve  to  be  carefully 
considered,  requiring,  as  it  seems  to  us.  the  im- 
mediate investigation  of  experienced  engineers. 
There  are  large  neighborhoods  in  the  city  entirely 
destitute  of  sewers,  oi  any  proper  means  of  get- 
ting rid  of  their  vault,  sink,  or  cess  pool  drainage, 
and  much  sickness  exists  in  these  places  in  con- 
sequence. There  are  also,  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  low  marsh  lands,  which  are  unhealthy.  In 
the  Charlestown  District  there  are  200  acres ;  in 
Brighton,  400;  in  West  Roxbury,  127.  There  are 
more  than  200  acres  of  land  east  of  Hampden  street, 
in  Ward  13,  that  ought  to  be  raised.  A  large  portion 
of  the  territory  east  of  Harrison  avenue,  between 
Dedham  and  Northampton  streets,  is  too  low.  So 
is  the  Berlin-street  territory,  and  it  has  caused  us 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  The  territory  bounded  by 
Swett,  Hampden,  Foundry  and  Gerard  streets 
should  be  raised.  And  we  respectfully  submit 
that  no  marsh  land  should  be  allowed  to  be  inhab- 
ited, nor  a  building  be  allowed  to  be  placed  on  it 
until  proper  and  sufficient  drainage  is  provided. 
We  mean  drainage  independent  of  sewerage.    If 


we  stop  to  reflect  how  greatly  health  and  comfort 
are  affected  by  undrained  land,  we  shall  ea.-ilv  see 
that  such  spots  should  not  be  inhabited.  Tfhere 
are  a  great  many  vacant  lots  of  land  in  the  city 
without  any  drainage,  and  the  city  should  neither 
cause  nor  allow  water  from  the  streets  to  flow  up- 
on these  lots. 

We  are  satisfied  that  all  sewers  should  discharge 
their  contents  into  deep  water,  and  as  far  out  into 
the  harbor  as  possible,  and  i"  no  instance  should 
the  mouth  of  a  sewer  be  exposed,  even  at  the 
lowest  tide. 

Nuisances  Abated.  The  fy. lowing  is  a  list  of 
nuisances,  etc.,  inspected  and  abated  between 
May  1st,  1873  and  May  l«t,  1874: 

Defective  drainage,  1249;  defective  ventilation, 
64;  defective  vaults  and  privie<,  2892;  non-compli- 
ance with  tenement-house  law,  2691;  filth  gener- 
ally, 232;  cellars  vacated,  125;  garbage  receptacles 
ordered  and  provided,  397;  stagnant  water,  390; 
want  of  repairs,  109;  filthy  yards,  1139;  filthy  cel- 
lars, 620;  leaky  roofs,  107;  fowls,  swine  and  goats, 
114;  wet  lands,  101;  exposed  manure,  194;  sundry 
complaints,  129.    Total  10,553. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  ordered  172 
houses  to  be  vacated,  and  there  have  been  107 
prosecutions.  Manv  of  the  cases  in  the  list  just 
given  required  half  a  dozen  visits,  some  t'wice 
that.  They  would  average  at  least  five  or  six 
visits. 

Public  Schoolhousp  Venttlatiov.  On  this  sub- 
ject the  board  submit  a  report  of  Dr.  R.  C.  Kedize 
of  Michigan,  bearing  on  its  importance  to  the 
general  public  health,  and  sav,  "It  has  for  a  long 
time  been  our  intention  carefully  to  examine  the 
schoolrooms  in  our  city  for  the  jiuriDose  of  learn- 
ing, by  practical  tests,  what  means  they  have 
of  ventilation,  etc.  But  we  have  been  "unable 
to  do  so.  In  many,  if  not  all  of  our  public 
schools,  there  are  recitation  rooms  where  too 
many  children  are  packed  in  together  and  are 
kept"  there  too  long.  In  one  that  we  know  of, 
whose  dimensions  are  small,  from  forty  to  forty- 
five  children  are  occasionally  kept  from  forty  to 
seventy  minutes  with  closed  doors  and  ^^^nd6ws. 
And  this  is  education !  Undoubtedly;  for  educa- 
tion, as  we  understand  it,  comes  fro'm  the  Latin  e 
and  ctuco,  to  lead  forth,  or  to  draw  out;  and  if 
this  system  does  not  drcnv  out  all  the  life-blood 
from  "the  children  it  must  be  because  of  their  in- 
corrigible stubbornness ;  it  certainly  can't  be  any 
fault  of  the  sj'stem,  for  'it  is  perfect,  after  its 
kind.'  We  have  a  feeling,  too,  amounting-  to  al- 
most a  solemn  conviction,  that  climbing  up  end- 
less flights  of  stairs  is  of  no  practical  benefit  to 
young  or  old  of  either  sex,  and  may  be  even  a  pos- 
itive injury  to  that  known  as  the  gentler  one; 
that  in  the  construction  of  our  schoolhouses  too 
much  is  spent  in  height  and  not  enough  in  length 
or  breadth." 

The  Periods  of  Disease.  Charts  are  presented 
showing  the  periods  when  specified  diseases  most 
prevailed.  From  these  it  would  appear  that  during 
the  period  covered  by  the  report  cholera  infantum 
was  almost  entirely  confined  to  July,  August  and 
September.  Inflammation  of  the  liings  had  most 
victims  in  January  and  August,  but  was  very 
widely  distributed  over  the  other  months,  as  was 
also  consumption.  Cerebro-spinal  meniiieicis 
prevailed  most  in  the  mouths  or  April  and  itay. 
Fatal  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  were  most- 
ly recorded  during  the  mouths  of  August  and 
September.  The  weekly  death  rate  was  highest 
in  the  weeks  ending  Jan.  1  and  Aug.  9,  1S73. 
Charts  are  also  given  which  show  the  daily  mor- 
talitj',  the  daily  mean  temperature,  rainfall,  and 
other  valuable'facts. 

The  Expenditures  are  detailed  at  the  close  of 
the  report,  and  it  appears  that  the  total  amount 
expended  from  Jan.  1,  1873,  to  April  30, 1874,  was 
§478,777.44.  The  receipts  for  the  same  i)eriod  were 
$43,497.45.  The  amount  of  city  property  in  the 
hands  of  the  Department  is  Sll"7,814.23. 

In  closing  this  report  we  cheertuUy  acknowledge 
the  kind  assistance  and  coiiperatioh  which  have 
been  received  at  the  hands  of  his  Honor  the  May- 
or, from  the  City  Council,  and  from  the  several 
heads  of  departments  with  whom  we  have  come 
in  contact. 

City  Physician'' s  Report.  There  have  been  485 
persons  vaccinated,  of  which  number  twenty-nine 
were  persons  re-vaccinated.  Ceitificates  of  "vacci- 
nation have  been  given  to  143  children  for  their 
admission  into  the  piibllc  schools.  Vaccine  virus 
has  been  furnished  to  fifteen  physicians,  who  were 
residents  of  the  city.  There  have  been  examined 
at  the  jail  3227  i>ris"oners,  and  of  this  number  1519 
have  been  vaccinated;  the  remaining  1708  were 
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already  protected  by  a  previous  attack  of  small- 
pox, or  a  recent  vaccination.  Visits  have  been 
made  to  the  jail  dally,  or  oftener,  as  the  occasion 
required.  The  siclf  at  the  City  Prison  and  at  the 
Temporary  Home  have  been  seen  whenever  it  was 
necessary.  At  the  letter  place  four  women  have 
been  confined.  Arrangements  are  made  now, 
however,  with  the  officers  of  the  Boston  Lying-in 
Hospital,  No.  24  McLean  street,  by  w4iich  such 
patients  are  received  at  their  institution  from  the 
Temporary  Home. 

Among  the  duties  required  of  the  City  Physician, 
by  the  ordinance  relating  to  tlie  Public  Health,  is 
tjie  pliysical  examination  of  all  candidates  for  ap- 
liointmenc  in  the  police  force,  and  ia  accordance 
with  tbis  requirement  I  have  exaulined  forty-five 
policemen.  By  the  request  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, I  hive  also  examined  20G  firemen  in  the 
same  way.  While  this  dutv  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  city  ordinance,  I  think  it  eminently  proper 
that  itshould  be  required  from  the  incumbent  of 
this  office. 

I  have  seen  during  the  year  more  than  250  bodies 
of  persons  who  have  died  without  a  physician  in 
attendance  during  their  last  illness.  These  cases 
comprise  principally  those  who  die  from  chronic 
disease,  where  there  has  been  no  medical  care  for 
months  before  death,  and  tliose  who  die  suddenly. 
They  include  also  those  who  die  at  birth  or  soon 
after,  with  no  i)liysician  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
turns. In  such  instances  a  careful  examination  is 
made,  the  symptoms  learned,  and  a  diagnosis 
reached  for  all  practical  purposes.  The  law  re- 
quires a  medical  certificate  of  death  before  a  per- 
mit is  granted  to  bury  a  body;  and  these  examina- 
tions are  made  in  order  to  "conform  with  the  law, 
as  well  as  to  collect  the  statistics  for  the  bills  of 
mortality". 

Essays.  The  report  contains  two  essa5-s,  one  on 
"Tenement  Houses,"  by  W.  L.  Richardson,  M.  D., 
and  one  "The  Registration  of  Mortality  in  Bos- 
ton," by  r.  W.  Draper,  M.  1>. 

Adulteration  of  Food,  Etc.  Professor  J.  M. 
Merrick  contributes  the  result  of  a  series  of  analy- 
ses made  at  the  request  of  the  board,  of  articles 
liable  to  adulteration,  including  baking  powders, 
yeast,  confectionery,  etc. 

A  considerable  number  of  samples  of  sugsrhave 
been  submitted  to  analysis  for  the  jmrpose  of  de- 
tecting adulterations  and  admixtures,  should  any 
exist.  There  is  still  prevalent  unfounded  notions 
that  flour  and  sand  are  mixed  a\  ith  sugars  for 
the  purijose  of  adulteration,  that  the  trifling 
amount  of  bluing'  used  in  finishing  white  sugars  is 
very  injurious  to  health,  and  that  the  use  of  blood 
in  the  first  stages  of  the  refining  process  is  to  be 
considered  wholly  unjustifiable.  All  these  ideas 
are  entirely  unsupported  by  facts.  I  have  not 
yet  been  abl^-  to  secure  a  sample  of  adulterated 
sugar ;  the  bluing  m  white  sugar  is  harmless  in 
Itself,  and  so  exceedingly  minute  in  quantity  as  to 
baffle  all  chemical  tests";  and  as  to  the  use  of 
blood.  It  may  be  oaid  that  what  Utile  is  used — and 
some  refiners  use  none  at  all — is  coagulated  by 
eeat  in  the  first  step  iii  sugar  refining,  skimmed 
off  and  thrown  away.  Even  if  it  were  not,  it  is 
impossible  that  it  vrould  be  able  to  get  through  the 
elaborate  systems  of  filters  employed  in  refining. 
The  board  has  not  been  able  to  secure  a  sample 
of  sugar  adulterated  in  any  way  whatever.  The 
largest  per  cent,  of  insoluble  matter,  correspond- 
ing to  sand,  etc.,  is  one-renth  of  one x>er  cent.,  and 
only  one  sample  w  as  found  vv^here  the  moisture 
reached  five  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  while 
many  samples  of  pure  sugar  confectionery  were 
examined,  a  series  was  obtained  which  were 
colored  with  salts  of  arsenic,  copper,  antimonv 
and  lead,  and  several  were  adulterated  with  flour 
and  plaster  of  Paris.  It  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
unfair  to  assume  that  from  one-third-  to  one-half 
of  the  colored  confectionery  sold  owes  its  color  to 
injurious  pigments,  some"iimes  introduced  in 
large  amounts.  Ir  fact,  one  samplg  of  yellow 
lozenges  contained  1.1  per  cent,  of  antimony. 
Some  bright  colors  are  due  to  the  presence  of 
aniline  coloring  matters,  and  it  is  a  still  disputed 
question  whether  these  are  not  poisonous  %ter  se, 
even  when  made  without  the  use  of  arsenic. 
Trom  the  pre::eaing  partial  investigation  it  would 
seem  that  the  employment  of  terradlba,  sulphate 
of  lime,  in  adulterating  confectionery,  is  not  so 
extensive  as  it  is  popularly  believed  to  be. 

A  number  of  samples  of  vinegar,  both  of  cider 
vingar  and  the  so-called  "wine"  vinegar,  were 
purchased  at  various  shops,  and  subjected  to 
careful  analysis,  the  results  of  which  are  shown 
in  the  subjoined  table.  The  wine  vinegar,  so 
called,  is  well  known  to  be  made  by  the  quick 


process  from  diluted  whiskej',  and  it  is  generally 
nearly  colorless,  but  does  not  owe  its  origin  to 
wine  that  has  undergone  the  acetous  fermenta- 
tion. Honestly  made  vinegar  should  contain  be- 
tween three  and  four  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid,  and 
is  open  to  suspicion  when  the  percentage  falls 
below  these.  It  may  be  said  that  no  one  consumes 
at  one  time  pickles  enough  to  injure  him  by  the 
alum  and  copper  they  contain;  but  while  this 
may  be  true,  it  certainly  seems  unwise  to  use,  in 
the  preparation  of  articles  of  food,  or  of  condi- 
ments, substances  known  to  be  deleterious  to 
health.  The  color  of  pickles,  gherkins,  etc.,  is  a 
mere  matter  of  fashion. 

Analyses  of  canned  fruits  were  undertaken,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  the  citric  and  malic 
acids  of  such  fruits  act  upon  and  dissolve  any  of 
the  metal  of  the  tin  cans,  or  any  of  the  solder  used 
in  sealing  them. 

The  fruits  were  turned  out  of  the  cans  into  por- 
celain vessels,  stirred  with  four  times  their  bulk 
of  distilled  water,  filtered,  the  filtrate  evaporated 
to  dryness,  with  the  addition  of  pure  nitric  acid, 
and  the  residue  tested  for  lead,  copper  and  tin. 
In  all  cases  tin  was  found  present  in  what  might 
be  termed  a  considerable  amount  for  this  metal, 
as  well  as  the  much  smaller  quantities  of  lead 
and  copper  which  were  detected,  w-ere  present  m 
weights  too  small  for  a  successful  quantitative 
determination.  I  attribute  the  presence  of  the 
copper  to  the  kettles  in  which  the  fruits  were 
prepared  for  sealing.  The  reagents  used  were 
entirely  free  from  metal.  A  case  of  lead  colic  has 
recently  been  reported  in  the  medical  journals, 
where  the  source  of  the  poison  was  found  to  be  in 
the  can  from  which  the  patient  had  been  eating 
preserved  fruits.  To  avoid  danger,  the  fruit 
should  be  removed  from  the  can  as  soon  as  it  is 
opened.  Exposure  of  the  metal  to  the  atmosphere, 
especially  in  contact  with  an  acid  liquid,  pro- 
motes oxidation  and  solution  of  the  metal. 

A  very  small  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in 
analyzing  ale  and  alcoholic  liquors,  or,  rather,  a 
small  number  of  samples  has  been  examined.  lu 
each  case  the  alcohol  was  determined  by  careful 
distillation  of  a  measured  quantity,  the  distillate 
being  made  up  to  the  original  bulk,  and  its  spe- 
cific gravity  taken,  thus  giving  the  alcoholic 
strength  which  is  given  below  in  per  cent,  by  vol- 
ume. These  resiilts  are  striking  in  one  respect, 
viz.,  the  unlikeuess  of  the  samples  of  whiskey  in 
strength,  the  price  being  about  the  same  per  gal- 
lon. Two  samples  had  evidently  been  diluted. 
The  residues  obtained  from  the  above  liquids 
upon  evaporation  on  a  water  bath  were  very  uni- 
form in  kind,  for  the  two  different  classes.  Those 
from  the  ales  were  dark  colored  and  bitter,  with 
little  sweetness ;  those  from  the  distilled  liquors 
appeared  to  consist  of  extractive  and  coloring 
matter,  with  some  little  sugar.  They  were  exam- 
ined for  the  presence  of  picric  acid,  alkaloids, 
etc.,  employing  for  the  latter,  Dragendorfl's 
method,  improved  bv  Kubicki,  with  entirely  neg- 
ative results.  No  indications  were  obtaineil'of  the 
addition  or  admixture  of  any  deleterious  body. 
From  these  analyses  and  from  knowledge  derived 
outside  this  research,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  adulteration  of  ale  or  beer,  beyond  a  little 
harmless  coloring,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is 
one  of  the  rarest  occurrences.  The  samples  of 
AVhiskey  were  apparently  of  different  age,  and 
certainly  of  different  flavors,  a  comparison  of 
which  cannot  be  easily  made  in  figures,  and,  as 
has  iieen  shown,  were  consideralSy  unlike  in 
strength. 

A  few  samples  of  kerosene  have  been  analyzed 
so  far  an  to  determine  their  specific  gravity  and 
flashing  point.  The  danger  in  the  use  of  ))e'trole- 
uni  products  is  proi)ortioned  to  their  inflauimabll- 
ity,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  high  importance  to  know 
whether  the  oil  we  are  using  is  one  that  will  flash 
at  a  low  or  a  comparatively  high  point.  The  old 
law  of  Congress  fixed  the  tmriiing  i>oint— that  is, 
the  point  at  which  the  oil  mav  be  kindled  with  a 
burning  match— at  110^  F.  This  law  has,  unfortu- 
nately, been  repealed.  The  fire  laws  of  New  York 
fix  the  buriiiug  point  at  100=  F.,  which  is  too  low. 
The  law  of  Maine,  of  1868,  does  not  permit  the 
sale  of  oil  which  will  not  stand  a  fire  test  of  120^ 
F.  The  danger  in  the  use  of  kerosene  containing 
benzine  or  naphtha  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
naphtha  or  benzine  vapor,  when  mixed  with  air  in 
the  right  proportion,  forms  an  exceedingly  explo- 
sive rhixture,  which,  upon  contact  with  flame, 
as  in  the  breaking  of  a  lamp,  or  by  communica- 
tion established  between  the  reservoir  of  the 
lamps  and  its  own  flame,  explodes  with  disastrous 
consequences.    That  these  accidents  occur  almost 
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daily,  in  spite  of  all  warnings,  is  patent  to  those 
who  read  tlie  daily  i)ai)ers.  A  few  per  cent,  of 
naphtha  or  benzine  will  make  an  oil  dangerous, 
yet  this  same  oil  mav  have  a  I)urning  point  above 
110  F.  The  '■Hashing  test,"  therefore,  i.  e.  the 
determination  of  the  degree  of  temperature  at 
whieh  an  oil  evolves,  or  rather  begins  to  evolve, 
explosive  vapors,  is  the  tost  that  alone  should  be 
ti'iisted  in  examining  suspected  burning  fluids. 

An  elaborate  series  of  experiments  made  by 
Professor  ('.  F.  (handler,  upon  burning  Kerosene 
oil  in  lamps  of  glass,  brass,  tin  antl  bronze,  show 
that  in  trials  extending  over  a  time  of  seven  hours, 
in  only  one  instance  did  the  tomperatnre  of  the 
oil  m  the  lamp  reach  100  '  P.,  tLe lowest  in  twenty- 
three  trials  being  79^  F.,  and  the  highest,  with  the 
above  exception,  95°. 75.  This  shows  that  an  oil 
which  does  not  evolve  an  ex)dosive  vapor  below 
100^  F.,  and  does  not  itself  take  Are  below  110-  F., 
is  safe  for  use  in  ordinary  lamps.  Oils  whieh 
emit  a  combustible  vapor  at  temperatures  below 
100^  F.,  if  sold  at  all,  sh  )uld  be  putup  in  packages 
marked  "dangerous,"  and  buyers  should  take  and 
use  them  knowing  the  risks  to  which  they  subject 
themselves  and  their  f  umilies. 

I  may  add  here,  thai  of  636  (six  hundred  and 
thirty-six)  samples  of  oils  tested  by  order  of  the 
New  York  Boartl  of  Health  in  18(;9,  only  21  (.twen- 
ty-one) were  found  to  be  safe.  Two  hundred  and 
eighty  were  classed  ''dangerous,"  three  hundred 
and  "six  ''highly  dangerous,  '  and  twenty-nine 
were  simply  naphthas,  benzines  and  gasolines, 
sold  as  "safety  oils." 

The  comparatively  small  number  of  oils  tested 
by  myself  show— so  far  as  the  research  goes— that 
oils  are  sold  in  this  market  that  will  not  stand  the 
tlashiiig  test  of  100  K. ;  but,  so  far,  no  saniple  of 
unmixed  naphtha— sold  for  illuminating  oil — has 
been  brought  in  for  examination.  Of  twenty-two 
specimens  analyzed,  only  two,  or  one-eleventh  of 
the  whole,  sati.-fied  the  requirement  of  the  100-  F. 
flashing  test.  In  connection  vi'ith  kerosene  and 
Its  u  e,  another  matter  has  been  examined,  viz., 
preparations  professing  to  "jjiirify"  kerosene  oil. 
and  to  render  dangerous  and  explosive  oil  safe, 
It  has  been  well  said  of  these  patents  and  secret 
processes,  that  they  are  not  only  ridiculous,  but 
their  sale  to  ignorant  jsersong  is  a  crime  only 
equalled  by  murder.  To  a  chemist  the  notion  that 
the  addition  of  a  few  grains  of  an  inert  substance 
to  a  gallon  of  benzine  will  prevent  its  vapor  from 
exploding  when  brought  in  contact  with  a  tiame 
is  simply  ludicrous ;  but  the  success  of  the 
irresponsible  and  itinerant  salesman  de]jends 
upon  the  gross  ignorance  of  the  buyers.  It 
is  impossible  to  render  light  oils  inexplosive 
and  safe— in  spite  of  the  patents  to  the  con- 
trary. The  usual  trick,  viz.,  putting  a  few 
grams  of  the  patented  preparation  into  benzine, 
turning  the  benzine  out  of  the  bottle,  and  apply- 
ing a  lighted  match  to  the  mouth, — no  explosion 
following,— is  no  test  at  all,  as  it  requires  a  good 
deal  of  skill  and  management  to  obtain  just  the 
right  mixture  of  air  and  vapor  required  for  an 
explosion,  although,  of  course,  this  mixture  may 
occur  at  any  time  in  the  use  of  the  burning  fluid. 
Two  or  three  preparations  have  been  analyzed; 
one  professing  to  prevent  explosions,  and  another 
labelled,  "Dr.  A.  R.  Bicknell's  Oleo,  a  French 
chemical  preparation  for  purifying  kerosene  oil. 
Directions — One  half-teaspoonful  in  the  lamp, 
once  in  sixty  days.  Price  seventy-five  cents." 
This,  upon  analysis,  proved  to  be  jiotash  alum, 
finely  powdered  and  colored  with  some  pink  ani- 
line dye.  The  box,  powder  and  colo'-.  could  not 
have  cost  more  than  two  cents,  and  the  action  of 
the  powder  upon  kerosene  or  benzine  would  be 
exactly  nothing.  The  first-named  preparation 
was  comi/ton  salt,  colored  pink.  There  is  a  third 
powder  in  the  market  sold  as  a  means  of  rendering 
dangerous  oils  safe,  and  to  keep  lump  chimneys 
from  breaklnrj,  of  which  I  have  not  had  a  saiuj  I'j. 

A  number  of  samples  of  teas  of  low  grades  and 
cheap  quality  have  been  examined,  anil,  so  far  as 
possible,  analyzed.  The  low-grade  teas  examined 
were  black  teas,  and  in  none  of  them  have  X  been 
able  to  detect  any  "facing,"  so  called,  or  artificial 
coloring.  They  appear  to  consist— so  far  as  the 
samples  examined  testify — of  poor  teas,  rendered 
more  nearly  worthless  by  the  admixture  of  leaves 
from  which  all  the  virtue  has  been  extracted  and 
utilized.  In  some  of  them  the  clay  or  sand — 
whether  added  intentionally  or  not — was  in  mass- 
es that  could  be  picked  oul  with  the  fingers.  I 
have  not  succee  led  in  finding  the  adulteration 
exciting  at  the  present  time  so  much  at- 
tention in  England,  viz.,  magnetic  iron  ore, 
and   lumps   and   filings   of  iron,     and   I   am  in 


douljt  whether  any  tea  so  falsified  comes  to  this- 
market.  Ihe  color  of  tea,  it  may  be  remaiked,  is 
dependent  upon  its  preparation,  and  not  upon 
any  dill'erence  in  the  nature  of  the  plant.  A  well- 
known  tea  eomjiaiiy  is  now  i)repariiig  as  (ireen  tea 
the  leaves  from  the  same  plants  of  which  they 
have  hitherto  manufactured  black  tea. 

The  analyses  of  genuine  teas,  made  in  the  same 
way,  show  a  remarkable  constancy  of  composi- 
tion, and  it  is  impossible  to  tell,  from  analytical 
results,  which  tea  would  command  the  highest 
price;  and  this  fact  is  important,  for  while  any 
large  amount  of  adulteration  is  shown  at  once  by 
the  analysis,  there  is  little  danger  that  a  poor  or 
inferior  tea  will  be  mistaken  for  an  adulterated 
one. 

'  'i  he  ash  of  genuine  tea  varies  from  5.24  to  6.00 
per  cent.  An  increase  in  the  percentage  of  a.sh 
means  one  of  two  thii  gs,  viz.,  adulteration  with 
exhausted  leaves,  or  sophistication  by  the  addi- 
tion of  silica;  steatite  or'other  "facing." 

A  few  samples  of  iioisonous  hair  dyes  and  cos- 
metics have  been  examined.  These  hair  prepa- 
rations depend  for  their  value  upon  the  chemical 
action  of  a  salt  of  lead  and  sulphur.  The  black 
siUphide  of  lead,  formed  in  and  upon  the  hair, 
changes  its  color  for  the  time  being.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  use  of  these  nasty 
preparations  is  attended  with  much  risk,  from  the 
absorption  of  lead  into  the  pores  of  the  skin,  and 
thus  into  the  system.  These  hair  dyes  are,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  poisonous  and"  undesirable 
toilet  preparations,  and  it  is  right  that  the  public 
should  be  ma'le  acquainted  with  their  composition 
and  probable  effect.  Two  things  are  very  striking 
in  view  of  these  analyses,  namely :  first,  the  fact 
that  i)reparations  whose  base  is  metallic  and 
poisonous  should  be  advertised  as  verietah'.e, 
and  urged  upon  the  public  as  renewing  or 
''rejuvenating"  the  hair;  and  second,  the 
enormous  disproportion  between  the  cost 
and  selling  price  of  these  dyes.  The  cost 
can  be  but  a  few  cents  for  the  preparation  and 
the  bottle,  and  the  selling  id  rices  are  from 
ty-five  cents  to  .'Jl.SO.  It  follows,  from  the  seven- 
analysis,  that  some  of  the  lotions  and  enamels  are 
perfectly  harmless,  while  others  are  nearly  as 
dangerous  as  any  toilet  preijaration  can  be  made. 
Perry's  Moth  and  Freckle  Lotion  contains  three 
virulent  poisons  in  considerable  quanity.  Some 
of  the  enamels  contain  oxide  of  zinc,  or  oxiile  of 
lead,  and,  so  far,  are  to  be  set  down  as  unsafe. 
When  they  consist  of  carbonate  of  lime,  talc,  or 
magnesia  only,  they  cannot  be  called  poisonous, 
and  yet  thev  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  free  from 
an  injurious  tendency,  as  their  application  to  the 
skin  must  result  in  closing  its  pores,  and  check 
its  proper  action.  As  in  the  case  of  the  hair  dyes, 
there  was  exhibited  an  enormous  disproportion 
between  the  cost  of  the  materials  of  which  these 
cosmetics  are  made,  and  their  selling  price.  It 
would  be  an  excellent  step,  if  possible,  to  compel 
the  manufacturers  of  cosmetics  to  state  plainly, 
on  the  labels  of  their  \\ares,  whether  they  do  or 
do  not  contain  any  injurious  metals  or  salts  of 
metals.  In  that  case  the  purchaser  would  buy 
and  use  dangerous  cosmetics  knowingly,  and  at 
his  own  risk. 

Samples  of  roasted  and  ground  coffee  have  been 
received  and  submitted  to  analysis.  All  the  sam- 
ples except  one  werelgrossly  adulterated,  and  there 
maybe  doubt  whether  there  was  any  coffee  in  one 
or  two  of  them.  The  small  amount  of  ash  left 
upon  incineration,  taken  together  with  the  trifling 
amount  of  silica,  leads  to  the  belief  that  legumi- 
nous seeds— peas  and  beans — play  as  important  a 
part  in  adulteration  as  the  usefulchiccory.  It  may 
perhaps  be  said  that,  in  most  cases,  there  is  no 
real  dceptiou  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  and  that 
the  buyer  is  not  defrauded,  because  no  one  should 
exjiect  to  buy  roasted  and  ground  coffee  for 
eleven  or  fifteen  cents  a  pound,  when  the  raw 
berry  costs  about  twice  as  much,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  price  is  a  fair  index  of  the  quality. 
This  may  be  true,  but  it  wouid  at  the  same  time 
seem  as  "though  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  mixed  chicory,  peas,  beans  and  rye, 
under  a  label  calling  the  contents  of  the  package 
"coffee,"  "fine  coffee,"  "superior,  economical  cof- 
fee," etc.  At  present  the  goods  are  certainly  sold 
under  false  pretences. 

Samples  of  well  waters  from  city  weUs  have 
been  received  and  analyzed.  It  was  thought  de- 
sirable to  make  a  comp.arison  between  the  water 
of  wells  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and  the 
Cochituate  water  supi)lied  by  the  mains.  The  fol- 
lowing table  gives  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
series  of  analyses : 
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Grains  to  one  U.  S.  Gallon. 


A.  Well  Water.... 4«.32 

B.  "  '•      ....  5.24 

C.  "  "       ....13.30 

D.  "  "       ....6.5.16 

E.  Coohituate 2.10 

F.  "         3.48 


<o 

o  '^ 

O  3 

8.73 

4.20 

7.70 

51.44 

.7s 
1.01 


55.05 
4.44 

21.00 

116.60 

2.SS 

3.49 


a 
o  o 

."  o 
13.30 


II 

CO  P 
'•     CD 


5.71 

2.0* 

8.40        1.43 

10.44        8.16 

.33  .63 

.41  .71 


From  a  comparison  of  the  foregoing;  results  it 
will  be  seen  how  enormously  the  weights  of  for- 
eign matters  in  the  four  well  waters  exceed  those 
in  the  Coohituate,  and  Mhile  it  is  impossible  to 
draw  a  sharp  line,  and  saj'  that  just  at  this  point 
a  water  becomes  undrinkable  and  unfit  for  use,  it 
is  safe  to  condemn  waters  that  contain  116  grains 
of  solid  matters  to  the  gallon,  and,  besides, 
notable  quantities  of  nitrates.  It  wouUi  have 
been  possible  to  introduce  here  analyses  of  far 
worse  samples  of  water  than  the  above— well  water 
from  wells  in  this  city,  which,  by  reason  of  satu- 
ration of  the  soil  with  drainage  matter,  had  be- 
come positively  noxious  and  undrinkable,— but  the 
preceding  analyses  of  waters,  taken  at  random, 
show  plainly  enough  what  is  likely  to  be  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  many  wells.  It  will  be  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  avoid  the  use  of  well  water  here,  and 
to  trust  to  the  Cochituate,  but,  to  make  the  warn- 
ing more  emphatic,  I  respectfully  urge  the  board 
tomake,  at  a  future  day,  a  more  extensive  series 
of  examinations  of  well  wateis  within  the  city's 
precincts.  While  the  weight  alone  of  the  matters 
present  in  any  waters  is  not  sufficient  to  condemn 
them,  still  it  will  be  hard,  I  think,  to  find  a  sample 
of  well  water  in  this  city  that  does  not  contain 
three  or  four  times  as  much  solid  matter  as  the 
Cochituate,  and  the  character  of  the  organic  mat- 
ters will  be  found  far  more  undesirable  than  that 
of  the  latter,— even  when  not  po.5itively  dangerous. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Health  is 
included  in  the  documciit  and  gives  the  expendi- 
ture and  receipts  of  the  department,  together  with 
a  schedule  of  the  property  in  charge  of  the  same. 

FIKST    AKIfUAL    REPORT    OF    THE    BOARD  OF    FIRE 

COMMISSIONERS. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  first  annual  re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  (City 
Doc.  No.  66,  which  was  ordered  sent  down. 

The  boaiil  organized  and  entered  upon  their  du- 
ties November  20,  1873.  A  part  of  the  task  im- 
posed upon  the  board  was  to  reorganize  the  de- 
partment, and  establish  a  system,  which,  with  due 
regard  to  ex;ienditure,  would  secure  the  greatest 
efficiency  attainable  with  the  force  authorized.  At 
the  same  time  it  was  important  that,  in  the  chan- 
ges which  it  might  be  necessary  to  make,  nothing 
should  be  done  to  diminish  the  efficiency  of  the 
force  then  existing. 

The  reorganization  of  a  Fire  DepartmeuT  is  al- 
ways, for  OGvious  reasons,  a  matter  of  considera- 
ble difficulty.  The  machinery  must  never  stop,  no 
matter  what  changas  are  to  be  made.  The  city 
had  suffered  severely  by  the  recent  disf^strous 
fires,  and  the  board  was  deeply  impressed  vTith 
the  necessity  that  there  should  be  no  precipitate 
or  ill-considered  action  on  their  part,  which 
might  tend,  even  for  a  short  period,  to  diminish 
the  security  of  the  city  at  a  season  of  the  year 
when  large  fires  are  most  likely  to  occur.  The  an- 
nexation of  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton,  so  soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
board,  complicated  the  problem  and  materially 
increased  their  labors.  It  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  authorized  expenditures  for  the 
Fire  Department  had  already  exceeded  the  ap- 
propriation originally  made ;  and  it  might  fairly 
be  required  of  the  board,  that,  when  asking  for 
additional  appropriation  to  carry  them  through 
the  year,  as  well  as  when  submitting  their  esti- 
mates for  the  ensuing  year,  they  should  be  pre- 
pared with  a  well-digested  pl.an  of  organization. 
To  prepare  intelligently  such  a  plan,  time  was 
needed,  and  the  board  feel  that  in  this  respect 
there  has  been  no  more  delay  than  circumstances 
rendered  necessary.  The  conduct  of  the  greater 
portion  of  the  members  of  the  old  organization 
deserves  to  be  highly  commended.  Few  men  are 
ready  to  admit  the  value  of  changes  which  abridge 
any  former  privilege,  or  in  any  way  seem  to  press 
hardly  upon  them  ;  but  it  is  due  to  the  department 
to  say,  that,  with  comparatively  few  exceptions, 
they  liave  shown  a  disposition  to  comply  cheer- 
fully with    such   rules  and   regiilations    as   have 


been  deemed  by  the  board  essential  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  force,  and  have  manifested  a  spirit 
which  speaks  well  for  their  general  character. 

The  new  system  adopted  by  the  board  contem- 
plates the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  per- 
manent officers  and  men,  whose  whole  time  shall 
be  devoted  to  fire  duty.  The  officers  will  be  held 
to  a  strict  resy  onsibility  for  the  companies  or 
men  placed  under  their  immediate  command. 
The  men  will  be  disciplined  and  drilled  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  the  greatest  efficiency  practica- 
ble. And  all  who  have  public  property  in  charge 
will  be  held  to  a  personal  accountability  for  its 
proper  care  and  preservation.  In  all  this  the 
board  claim  no  special  originality.  These  are  the 
simple  principles  which  experience  has  shown 
must  govern  all  organizations  of  men,  whose 
operations  are  to  be  directed  effectively  for  a 
definite  purpose.  Responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  and  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  men 
are  essential.  These  qualities  are  just  as  impor- 
tant in  operations  at  fires  as  in  military  affairs. 
The  habit  of  prompt  obedience  is  essential  to  con- 
cert of  action,  and  must  be  formed  by  discipline 
and  drill.  The  devotion  to  duty  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed will  continue  to  characterize  the  rnembers 
of  this  department  furnishes  the  best  iiossible 
foundation  to  build  upon. 

There  is  no  question  that  a  force,  all  of  whose 
members  are  constantly  employed,  is  capable  of 
being  made  more  efficient  than  any  body  of  call 
merubers,  but  it  is  not  thought  expedient  to  ex- 
tend over  the  whole  city  a  system  which  is  more 
especially  adapted  for  the  business  centre.  The 
varied  character  of  the  territory  now  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  demands  an  organiza- 
tion which  will  measurably  supply  the  needs  of 
each  without  entailing  disproportionate  expendi- 
ture. Within  the  city  proper,  therefore,  all  the 
companies  will  be  put  upon  this  permanent  basis, 
but  in  all  other  districts  the  existing  system  of 
call  companies,  slightly  modified,  will  for  the 
present  be  maintained.  AVith  this  view,  the  new 
organization  has  been  adopted. 

[The  report  gives  a  list  of  the  companies,  the 
division  of  the  city  into  districts,  the  assignments 
of  officers,  the  condition  of  the  horses,  apparatus, 
houses  and  the  changes  recommended,  hose,  and 
various  details  of  each.] 

The  expenses  of  the  department  are  very  large ; 
and  the  board  have  not  been  surprised  at  the  in-  ■ 
quiry  made  by  the  members  of  the  City  Council, 
whether  they  are  not  unnecessarily  so.  But  this 
inquiry,  after  the  most  careful  examination  of  our 
estimates,  must  be  answered  in  the  negative. 
We  realize  fully,  we  think,  the  importance  of 
economical  expenditure  in  public,  as  well  as  pri- 
vate matters,  and  are  not  disposed  to  ask  for  the 
appropriation  of  money  that  does  not  seem  to  be 
fairly  needed  to  place  the  city  properly  on  the 
defensive  against  fire ;  and  as  one  of  the  pro- 
visions for  this  purpose,  a  full  supply  of  water 
will  be  seen  to  be  of  chief  importance.  The  cost 
of  water,  however,  is  not  left  for  us  to  determine, 
but  is  fixed  by  another  board;  and  it  seems 
proper  that  we  should  remind  the  City  Council, 
when  considering  the  expenditures  of  the  Fire 
Department,  of  the  fact  that  we  are  required  to 
pay  out  of  our  appropriation  a  very  large  amount 
which  goes  to  the  credit  of  another  department, 
and  which  may  or  may  not  be  used  by  the  Fire  De- 
partment. The  bills  for  the  use  of  water  in  1874 
are  as  follows:  Cochituate  water  bill,  $91,402; 
Mystic  water  bill,  §4920;  total,  §96,322.  It  is 
proper  for  us  to  add,  that  since  the  great  fire,  by 
the  action  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  the 
supply  of  water  has  been  very  considerably  in- 
creased in  the  districts  requiring  a  larger  supply. 
The  old  pipes  have  been    removed,  and   others  of 

greater  capacity  substituted ;  and  Lowry  hydrants 
ave  taken  the  places  of  many  of  the  old  Boston 
pattern.  With  so  large  an  amount  as  is  charged 
annually  to  the  Fire  Department  for  the  use  of 
water  (in  1873,  nearly  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
water  income),  the  facilities  for  its  delivery  in 
case  of  need  should,  in  our  juagment,  always  be 
liberally  provided  by  those  having  the  matter  in 
charge. 

The  fire-alarm  telegraph  was  made  a  part  of  the 
Fire  Department  by  the  ordinance  creating  this 
board.  Previous  to  that  it  had  been  an  indepen- 
dent dejiartmerit,  but  it  is  eminently  fitting  that 
the  two  siiould  be  under  one  head,  since  a  nroper 
system  of  telegraphic  communication  is  now  rec- 
ognized as  a  necessary  adjunct  of  every  well-or- 
ganized fire  department,  not  only  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  fire  abirms,  but  for  the  general  adminis- 
tration.   No  change  has  been  made  by  the  board 
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ill  the  iiianajjement  of  this  branch.  The  wires, 
boxes,  machines  and  other  apparatus  are  in  gooa 
order,  but  can  be  kept  so  only  by  constant  care 
and  inspection.  The  system  ili  use  in  the  Charle.s- 
town  District  has  been'  eoimec:ted  with  that  of  the 
city  proper  in  so  far  that  the  aianns  in  tliat  dis- 
trict are  received  at  the  City  Hall  office  and  at 
the  Are  boat.  Considei  able' expense  will  be  in- 
curred in  making  the  complete  alteration  of  the 
systems  in  Charlestown  and  West  Roxhury  dis- 
tricts, but  the  advaiitafres  of  having-  the  entire 
city  uniler  one  system  are  so  great  as  to  justify 
the  expenditure.  The  necessary  changes  will  be 
made  at  an  early  day,  and  also  the  wires  of  the 
city  will  be  extended  before  long  to  Brighton  Dis- 
trict, which  has  hitherto  had  no  fire  alarm. 

The  steamer  VV.  >1.  Flanders,  put  into  service 
early  in  the  year  1873,  has  proved  to  be  an  impor- 
tant auxiliary  in  the  protection  of  the  city  against 
fire.  A  large  water  front,  \v1iich,  in  many  cases, 
could  not  be  reached  at  all  with  the  other  appara- 
tus, is  commanded  completely  by  the  fire  boat, 
and  the  expenditure  necessary  to  maintain  her  in 
the  service  is  not  only  warranted  but  demanded 
by  the  large  amount  of  property  which  would  be 
wholly  wi'Lliout  protection  if  no  provision  was 
made  to  reach  it  from  the  water  side. 

The  establishment  of  a  repair  sliop  for  the  de- 
partment has  been  deemed  important;  and  the 
sum  estimated  by  the  board  as  necessary  to  start 
it  has  been  appropriated  l>y  the  City  Council  for 
this  purpose.  The  want  cf  such  a  shoj)  has  been 
felt  for  some  time  past,  and  the  recent  considera- 
ble increase  in  the  apparatus  has  made  it  even 
more  necessary.  The  difficulty  of  getting  repairs 
done  promptly,  which  has  hitherto  "been  frequent- 
ly experienced,  will  be  avoided.  Workmen  whose 
whole  time  is  employed  upon  fire  apparatus 
should  become  more  skilled  and  do  better  work 
than  can  be  secureil  in  any  other  way.  It  is  be- 
lieved, also,  that  by  careful  management,  there 
will  be  a  saving  to  the  city  in  the  matter  of  ex- 
pense ;  but  the  shortening  of  the  time  which  a 
piece  of  apparatus  while  in  the  shop  is  thrown 
out  of  service  may  well  be  a  matter  of  far  greater 
importance.  The  enginemen  will,  as  a  rule,  go 
with  their  engines  to  the  shop,  and,  by  assisting 
in  the  repairs,  gain  that  intimate  knowledge  of 
construction  which  it  is  important  that  they 
should  have.  The  only  available  buildiuF,  well 
adapted  for  this  purpose,  is  the  one  at  present  oc- 
cupied by  Hook  and  Ladder  Comi)any  No.  3,  upon 
Harrison  avenue.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  the 
shop  there  as  soon  as  the  new  house  which  has 
been  recommended  for  this  company  is  com- 
pleted. 

The  only  new  apparatus  purchased  by  the  board 
are  four  chemical  engines  (Babcock)  not  yet 
placed  in  commission.  There  have,  besides,  been 
added  since  the  first  of  December  the  following, 
all  of  which  had  been  previously  contracted  for : 
Engine  No.  24,  now  located  in  the  new  house  on 
Warreu  Corner,  Quincy  street ;  Engine  No.  26,  just 
received,  and  to  be  placed  in  the  Mason-street 
house ;  four  horse-hose  carriages  run  in  cpnnec- 
tion  with  eno;iiie  companies  Nos.  4,  7,  8  and  10;  one 
Skinner  ladder  truck. 

The  chemical  engine  (Babcock  patent)  in  use  in 
the  department  has  on  several  occasions  proved 
to  be  very  useful.  Carrying  about  120  gallons  of 
water,  and  equipped  with  300  feet  of  hose,  so  light 
as  to  be  readily  handled  by  one  man,  it  can  be 
made  available  the  instant  it  reaches  the  fire. 
Little  value  is  in  practice  attached  to  the  effect  of 
the  carbonic  acid  gas  evolved  as  a  means  in  itself 
of  extinguishing  fire,  but  as  a  convenient  reser- 
voir of  power  which  can  be  made  available  at  a 
moment's  notice,  it  serves  a  very  useful  purpose, 
especially  in  the  ea)ly  stages  of  a  fire. 

In  December,  a  similar  engine,  made  by  Charles 
T.  Holloway  of  Baltimore,  which  had  been  con- 
tracted tor  before  this  board  was  appointed,  was 
delivered.  It  was  inspected  and  approved,  but 
the  city  was  enjoined  from  using  it  by  the  New 
England  Fire  Extinguisher  Co.,  upon  the  ground 
of  infringement  of  patent.  Acting  under  the  ad- 
vice of  the  City  Solicitor,  the  board  agreed  to  ac- 
cept it,  provided  Mr.  Holloway  furnished  satis- 
factory bonds  to  protect  the  city  from  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  the  event  of  the  injunction  being 
served.  This  he  failed  to  do,  although  the  board 
delayed  action  nearly  three  months.  In  March, 
the  board,  feeling  that  more  of  these  engines  were 
needed,  purchased  of  the  Babcock  Manufacturing 
Co.  four  new  chemical  engines,  with  the  latest 
improvements,  viz.,  two  first  class,  of  150  gallons' 
capacity,  and  two  second-class,  of  100  gallons'  ca- 
pacity each,  and  turned  in  the  old  ones  in  part 


payment.  They  have  recently  been  received,  and 
will  be  placed  in  service  at  an  early  day. 

The  .Skinner  Extension  Ladder,  conditionally  or- 
dered before  the  appointment  of  th  e  board," was 
not,  when  delivered,  in  all  respects  satisfactory, 
and  not  what  the  service  required.  It  was  subse- 
quently purchased,  however,  at  a  reduced  price, 
and  altered  in  order  to  carry  a  sufficient  number 
of  ladders,  so  placed  a-;  to  be  easily  re'noved,  and 
to  interfere  in  no  May  with  its  u?e  as  an  indepen- 
dent extension  ladder.  It  can  be  extended  to  nine- 
ty feet,  and  is  self-supporting,  The  height  of 
modern  buildings  in  cities  diminishes  veiy  much 
the  value  of  ordinary  ladders,  and  a  good'  exten- 
sion self-supporting  lailderis  recognized  as  a  want 
not  yet  satisfactorily  met. 

Tne  board  are  spann  c  no  paius  to  make  the  Fire 
Department  the  sure  reliance  which  they  believe 
it  should  be  within  its  projjer  sphere.  At  the  same 
time  they  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  urge 
upon  all  citizens  the  duty  of  protecting  tiiemselves 
as  far  as  ^jrai  ticable.  In  many  of  the  larger  and 
newer  buildings  of  the  city  "stand-pipes"  have 
been  erected  with  hose  upon  every  floor  coupled 
on.  In  most  cases  they  are  so  arranged  that  the 
hose  of  an  engine  can  also  be  coupled  to  the  stand- 
pipe  at  the  lev3l  of  the  sidewalk.  In  some  cases 
"sprinklers"  have  been  veiy  advantageously  in- 
troduced in  connection  with 'the  stand-pipe.  Many 
of  the  larger  buildings  have  steam  engines  with 
their  stand-pipes,  and  a  watchman  always  on  du- 
ty. These  and  other  similar  appliances  will,  it  is 
believed,  sliow  their  great  value  should  'occasion 
arise  for  their  use.  In  the  very  large  majority  of 
buildings,  however,  occupied  as  dwellings  or  small 
Shops,  such  expensive  arrangements  are  out  of 
the  question;  and  yet  it  is  highly  important  that 
these  should  likew'ise  be  provided  with  some  sim- 
ple fire  apparatus.  Few  people  realize,  umess 
theii'  attention  has  been  specially  directed  to  it, 
how  effective  even  a  small  quantitj'  of  water  is  in 
patting  out  a  fire,  provided  only  that  it  is  well 
applied,  and  applied  directly  upon  the  fire. 
Nothing  can  be  simpler  than  a  small  hand- 
pump  and  a  bucket  of  water,  and  yet  hardly 
anything  is  more  etfective  in  the  early' stages  of  a 
fire.  The  board,  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  this  simple  means  of  preventing  large  fires,  ex- 
amined several  pumps,  and  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Johnson  Force  Fump  answered  the 
conditions  better  on  the  whole  than  any  other  of- 
fered for  their  inspection.-  They  have  according- 
ly requested  the  cooperation  of  the  Board  of  L'n- 
derwriters  in  a  plan  for  the  general  introduction 
of  these  pumps.  It  is  proposed  that  there  shall 
be  a  reduction  of  the  premium  of  insurance  in 
buildings  furnished  -with  a  certain  number  of 
these  pumps,  fire  axe  and  buckets  (three  buckets 
to  each  pump),  provided  they  are  located  and  kept 
under  such  regidations  as  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners may  make.  The  buckets  are  to  be 
kept  always  filled  with  water,  and  all  to  be  fre- 
quently inspected  by  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  small  price  at  which  these  are  fur- 
nished (§10  for  one  pump,  three  buckets  and  one 
axe)  briugs  them  within  the  reach  of  every  one. 

The  physical  examination  which  all  are  required 
to  pass  before  being  appointed  is  such  as  to  ex- 
clude all  who  are  not  able-bodied.  The  examina- 
tion has  been  faithfully  made  by  Dr.  Samuel  A. 
Green,  Citv  Physician.  The  tha'nks  of  the  board 
are  due  for  the  courtesy  shown  by  hi«i  in  this  self- 
imposed  (hity,  not  legally  required  of  him. 

The  members  of  each  company  of  the  perma- 
nent force  are  required  to  do  patrol  duty  within 
the  special  sub-district  assigned  to  that  particular 
company.  At  all  hours,  day  and  night,  one  man 
of  each  company  is  upon  the  street,  going  over 
the  required  beats.  His  orders  are  ''to  uotiee  the 
condition  of  all  hydrants,  reservoirs,  fire-alarm 
boxes  and  fire-alarm  telegraph  wires,  and  keep  a 
sharp  lookout  for  any  indications  of  fire,  or  any 
neglect  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  any  person 
which  may  be  the  occasion  of  tire." 

In  the  reappointment  of  former  members,  as 
well  as  in  tlie  appointment  of  new,  the  board  have 
had  but  one  object  in  view,  that  is,  to  secure  the 
best  men  fitted  for  the  work.  Preference  has 
naturallv  been  given  to  old  members,  pro^ided 
their  age,  character  and  ability  were  satisfactory. 
In  all  cas'^s,  special  pains  have  been  taken  to 
select  men  of  good  habits  and  moral  character.' 
All  are  required  to  undergo  a  surgical  examina- 
tion, and  those  only  who  are  sound  physically,  and 
capable  of  enduriiig  the  exposures  to  which  their 
duty  subjects  them,  are  accepted.  The  limit  of 
age  in  all  new  appointments  has  been  fixed  at 
forty,  except  in  the   case  of  officers   and   skilled 
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men,  such  as  enginemen.  The  expectatioo  is  held 
out  that  they  Mill  retain  their  positions  during 
good  behavior,  and  that  fitness  and  faithfulness 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  are  the  surest  rec- 
ommendations for  i^romotion. 

The  obstacles  to  a  complete  organization  of  the 
department  seem  now  to  be  removed,  and  the 
board  hope  in  a  short  time  to  accomplish  the 
work,  and  to  show  as  the  result  good  discipline, 
efficiency,  and  in  all  respects  a  jirogressive  and 
improving  Fire  Department. 

The  report  contains  schedules  of  the  property 
and  expenses  of  the  department,  a  list  of  tires  and 
alarms  with  details  of  losses  and  insurance  for 
the  year.  Following  is  a  monthly  tabular  state- 
ment of  fires  from  Jan.  1,  1873,  to  Oct.  31, 1873: 
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Total  loss  on  buildings  and  stock,  $2,548,346.24 ; 
total  insurance  on  buildings  and  stock,  $1,920,- 
394.67 ;  total  loss  on  buildings  and  stock  above  in- 
surance, :!ji627,951. 57.  Total  for  Boston,  295;  total 
for  South  Boston,  58;  total  for  East  Boston,  46; 
total  for  Roxbury,  63;  total  for  Dorchester,  63. 
Making  a  total  of  bells  and  stills,  525. 

Following  is  a  monthly  tabular  statement  of 
fires,  from  Nov.  1, 1873,  to  April  30, 1874:— 
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Total  insurance  on  buildings  and  stock,  $1,698,- 
021.10;  total  loss  on  buildings  and  stock,  $1,074,- 
091.26;  total  insurance  on  buildings  and  stock 
above  loss,  $623,929.84. 

Total  alarms  for  Boston,  236 ;  South  Bosten,  33 ; 
East  Boston,  22;  Roxbury,  40;  Dorchester,  27; 
Charlestown,  19;  Brighton,  2;  West  Roxbury,  7; 
making  a  total  for  entire  cit",  386. 

During  the  year  426  hydrants  have  been  estab- 
lished and  93  abandoned,  as  follows: 

Abandoned. 
Lowry.    Boston.    Lowry.    Boston. 
In  Boston  proper. . .  17S  plus  3=181  1  plus  k2=83       9s 

South  Boston l(i    "     1=17  minus     5       12 

East  Boston 11    "     1=  12  minus      2       10 

Boston  Highlands..  73    "     9=  k2  1  plus    1=2       MU 

Dorchester 133    "     1=134  minus      1      133 

426  minus    73  =  333 

Total  number  of  hydrants  up  to  May  1, 1874 — 
Boston  proper,  1191 ;  South  Boston,  405 ;  East  Bos- 
ton, 243;  Boston  Highlands,  648;  Dorchester,  453; 
Charlestown,  164;  Deer  Island,  14;  total,  3118. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  alarms 
for  each  month ;  also  for  days   of  the  week  from 
Nov.  1, 1873,  to  April  30,  1874: 
Days.        Nov.  Dec.     Jan.    Feb.  March.  April.  Total. 

Sunclay 3         .5  11  9  4  10  42 

Monday  ....  8       10  12  9         12  12  63 

Tuesday  ....  8        13  18  9  14  14  76 

Wednesday.  5        6  7  5        18  12  53 

Thvursday...  2         9  9  5         12  11  48 

Friday 10         8  12  4         12  8  .54 

Saturday....  r,         3  16  8         15  3  50 

Totals... 41        54  85         49         87  70         386 

Following  are  the  different  causes  of  fires  and 
alarms,  from  November  1, 1873,  Co  April  30,  1874: 
Another  flre,  sparks  from,  1 ;  alarms  for  tires  out 
of  town,  3;  boilers,  overheated,  2;  boiling  over  of 
oil  kettles,  1 ;  boiling  over  of  fat  kettles,  1 ;  boiling 
over  of  glue  kettles,  1;  chimneys,  burning  out  of 
foul,  22;  carelessness,  12;  drying  pla'tering,  1 ; 
flues,  defective,  33;  furnace,  overneateci,  13;  fur- 
nace, defective,  2;  furnace,  pipes  defective,  3; 
false,  39;  forge,  sparks  from,  2;  gas,  explosion  of, 
7;  gas  .iets,  careless  use  of,  3;  hot  ashes,  2;  incen- 
diary, supposed,  20;  kerosene  lamps,  explosion  of, 
5;  kerosene  lamps,  upsetting  of,  5;  locomotives, 
sparks  from,  5;  matches,  playing  with,  5;  ruins, 
rekindling  of,  7;  stoves,  overheated,  14;  stoves, 
upsetting  of ,  1 ;  stoves,  pipes  defective,  4;  spon- 
taneous combustion,  7;  unknown,  130;  water  pipes, 
thawing  out  of,  6. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving — Rejjorts,  on  petitions  previously  referred, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying- 
orders  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Second  street 
from  I  to  L,  street ;  also  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on 
K  street,  from  First  street  to  Broadway,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Saratoga  street,  between 
Prescott  and  Chelsea  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Chelsea  street, 
from  Fre-cott  street  to  Saratoga  street ;  also,  to 
furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  side- 
walks on  said  Chelsea  street,  from  Saratoga  to 
Princeton  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
scbe>'iule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Sixth  street, 
between  B  and  E  streets,  and  report  to  this  Board 
a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  gut- 
ters. 

Ordered,  That  the  S'aperintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed,  in  the  execution  of  the  order  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  Sept.  1, 1873,  for  paving 
the  streets  on  the  "Burnt  District,"  to  substitute 
wood  in  place  of  granite  blocks  on  Liberty 
square. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  Devonshire  street,  between 
State  and  Water  streets,  with  wood.  Estimated 
cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Main  street,  Charlestown,  from 
City  square  to  Warren  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $25,000. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  on  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  ancl  sot  the  cdfjestones  and 
l)ave  the  sidewalks  on  Silver  street,  between  C 
and  D  streets,  and  to  jjave  the  roadway  of  said 
street  with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  §4000.  • 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damafres  as  follows: 
Catherine  Baker,  322  Kuf^filcs  street,  .•#100;  Jacob 
Heinz.  301  Ruggles  street,  §200;  Jeremiah  Tooniey, 
Dorcbester  avenue,  near  Glover's  Coriier,  .^100. 

Ordered,  Th:it  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Old  Colony  Railioail  Company  to  erect  suit- 
able gates  on  Melville  avenue,  Mather  and  Cod- 
man  streets,  where  crossed  by  the  Sliawmut 
Branch  Railroad,  and  to  station  agents  to  open 
and  close  the  same  while  an  engine  or  train 
passes. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Bos- 
ton Rubber  Shoe  Companv  to  erect  telegraph 
poles  in  the  sidewalk  on  Alford  street,  Charles- 
town,  between  Arlington  avenue  and  the  Blalden 
Bridge,  upon  condition  that  saiil  company  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writinfj;  satis- 
factory to  the  City'  Solicitor  lioblijig  the  city 
harmless  against  any  ami  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  for,  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  glowing  out  of  the  erecting  and  niaintainiiig 
of  said  i)oles  in  said  street ;  also,  upon  condition 
that  said  company  shall  remove  said  poles  when 
ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldennen. 

Ordered,  That  the  permit  granted  by  this  Board 
May  4, 1874,  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company, 
"to'lay  down  a  temporary  track  on  Washington, 
State  and  Devonshire  streets  to  connect  the  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Court  street  with 
the  tracks  of  saiil  Middlesex  Railro&d  on  Union 
street,  and  to  run  cars  over  the  track  of  the  Met- 
roi)olitaii  Railioad  on  Court  street,  and  over  said 
temporary  track,"  be  ami  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
voked, and  that  said  comjianybe  directed  to  re- 
move within  fourteen  days  from  the  passage  of 
this  order  said  temporary  track,  and  to  place  said 
streers  in  as  good  condition  as  they  were  in  before 
said  track  was  laid. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  discontinue 
the  running  of  its  cars  through  Court  street,  be- 
tween Tremont  and  Washii.gton  streets,  until 
otherwise  directed  by  this  Boaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  locations  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Suffolk,  Metropolitan  and  Middle- 
sex railioad  companies  on  the  following  streets 
be  ami  they  are  hereby  revoked,  viz.:  On  Wash- 
ington street,  between  Cornhill  and  Dock  scjuare; 
on  Dock  S(iuare  and  Union  street,  and  on  Hay- 
market  squaie  from  Union  street  to  the  tracks  of 
the  Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  railroads  located 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  said  Haymarket 
square,  June  22, 1874;  and  that  said  Suffolk,  Metro- 
politan and  Middlesex  railroad  companies  be  and 
they  are  hereby  severally  notified  to  remove  forth- 
with their  tracks  from  said  streets,  and  to  place 
said  streets  in  as  good  condition  as  they  were  in 
before  said  tracks  were  laid. 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
grant>»d  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  to  lay  down 
tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, saitl  company  shall  have  the  right  to  construct 
a  turnout  on  Washington  street,  between  Kings- 
bury and  Thornton  streets ;  said  turnout  being- 
shown  by  red  lines  drawn  on  plans  made  by 
Barbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  July  20, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  ofhce  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  (lowii  said  tracks, 
and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  shall  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them;  also,  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  entire  space  occupied  by  said  turn- 
outs, including  the  space  between  the  traclu-, 
shall  be  paved  with  small  gianite  blocks  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets ;  also, 
upon  the  condition  that  said  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location, 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  lo  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions herein  contained,  and  file  said  acceptance 
and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty 
days  of  the  date  of  its  passage ;  otherwise  it  shall 
be  null  and  void. 

Orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  and 
collection  of  cost  of  setting  edgestones  on  Gray, 
Cobb,  Beachain  and  West  streets  and  Madison 
square ;  and  laying  sidewalks  on  Cambridge 
street,  Ward  19,  and  (iold.  Dorr  and  Warren  streets. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets- 


Ordered,  That  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  be  allowed,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  propostd  exhibition,  to  maintain 
and  use  at  the  northwest  and  southwest  corners 
of  Faneuil  Hall,  a  wooden  staircase  extending 
from  Dock  scjuare  to  the  second  story  of  Faneuu 
Hall,  for  the  puri)ose  of  affording  additional  en- 
trances to  said  hall;  said  staircase  to  oe  con- 
structed substantially  in  accordance  with  a  sketch 
thereof  herewith  submitted. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  a  representative  of  the 
association  was  present  and  would  answer  any 
questions  or  give  information  on  the  subject,  if 
any  member  of  the  Board  desired. 

'I  he  oi'der  was  re^d  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Peters,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  ijetition  of  Kalsey  J.  Board- 
man  that  a  certain  mortgage  given  to  the  town  of 
Roxbury  by  licnjamin  and  J.  Holbrook  Hawes,  in 
1813,  be  discharged  on  record— Report  that  they 
have  consulted  with  the  City  Solicitor  and  find 
that  the  said  mortgage  was  satisfied  many  years 
siHce,  and  should  have  been  discharged  as  prayed 
for.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  discharge  the  mortgage  given  to  the  town 
of  Roxbury  Aug.  7, 1813,  by  Benjamin  and  John 
Holbrook  Hawes,  and  recorded  with  Norfolk 
Deeds,  vol.  44,  folio  170;  the  condition  of  said 
mortgage  having  been  fulfilled  many  years  since. 

The  order  v.  as  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelovv,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  as  follows : 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed— John  C.  Cook,  19 
Tremont  row. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Calvin  Bird,  9514 
Washington  street;  J.  F.  &  H.  F.  Amsdeu,  11  Ri- 
alto  I'.uilding ;  Joseph  F.  Hart,  2  Warren  avenue, 
Chailestown ;  Charles  H.  Bacall,  12  Pemberton 
square. 

License  to  keep  Bowling  Alley  Granted— David 
Murray,  1775  Washington  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred — A.  B.  Davis  andsev- 
eral  others. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Benjamin  F.Ap- 
pleby, 1144  Tremont  street;  Daniel  Hill,  Jr.,  15 
Commercial  "harf;  August  Wilss,  30  La  Grange 
street ;  Hugh  Blakeney,  corner  Milk  and  Federal 
streets ;  James  F.  Moran,  334  Albany  street;  Emma 
L.  Pepper,  1241/2  Pleasant  street. 

Innholders'  Licenses  (iianted — Livingstone  & 
Wilder,  21  Kneelaud  street ;  WUlian  Hoenemann, 
lOlPynchon  street;  Edwin  M.  BlacK,  35  Harrison 
avenue;  Benjamin  F.  Pratt,  Ashland  House. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — P.  H.  Diegnan, 
187  D  street;  William  M.  Piper,  131  and  133  Main 
street,  Chailestown. 

License  for  Intelligence  Ofl5ce  Granted— Miss 
M.  Hughes,  3  Garden  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Peter  Walsh,  corner 
of  Hanover  and  Prince  streets;  John  P.  West,  78 
Medford  street ;  G.  H.  Bennett,  New  Cedar  and 
Phillips  streets;  F.L.  Smith,  65  Maverick  square; 
C.  T.  Cheney  and  fourteen  others  (transfers). 

Severally  accei^ted. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Globe  Publishing  Committee  respecting  the 
award  of  the  contract  for  reporting  and  printing 
the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council — Report  that 
no  further  action  is  necessary,  the  Committee  on 
Printing  having  been  duly  authorized  to  execute 
a  contract  for  doing  the  work  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  dollars  for  the  yeair  end- 
ing on  the  1st  of  July,  1875. 

Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  employ  such  assistance  as 
may  be  needed  to  take  charge  of  the  building  30 
Pemberton  square,  occupied  for  olfices  by  the 
city;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  I'ublic  Buildings. 

Reatl  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings— Report  that,  acting  upon  an 
order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  dated  June  22, 
namely,  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court,  South  Boston  District,  in  the  ward- 
room building,  corner  of  Dorchester  and  Fourth 
streets,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  S4000,  they 
have  caused  plans  to  be  prepared  of  an  extension 
to  the  building  in  order  to  furnish  the  required 
room ;  also  to  provide  room  for  cells  as  a  place  of 
detention  for  prisoners.    Estimates  have  been  re- 
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ceived  for  doing  this  work,  the  lowest  being  §4250. 
In  order  that  the  contract  may  be  awarded  and 
the  work  commenced,  the  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  f  1000  in  addition  to 
the  amount  already  aitthorized,  for  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  rooms  for  the  Municipal  Court,  South 
Boston  ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

The  ortler  was  read  twice  and  ]}assed. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  tlie  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  be  requested  to  inquire  who  now  con- 
stitute the  "Trustees  of  the  Charlestown  Poor 
Fund,"  since  the  annexation  of  that  city  to  Bos- 
ton ;  who  should  iiow  be  the  custodians  of  such 
funds,  and  in  what  manner  and  with  what  limita- 
tions its  benefits  should  be  dispensed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Aldernran  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  Richard  Baker,  Jr.,  $38,351  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  extending  Franklin  street  to 
Pearl  street  and  widening  Federal  street.  Kead 
twice  and  passed . 

Roport  lecommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Edward  Thaxter,  executor,  to  be  paid  for 
land  taken  in  widening  South  street.  West  Rox- 
bury,  inl867.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  pait  of  the  Board— Reports  in 
favor  of  grauting  the  following  petitions  for  leave 
to  erect  stables:  John  G.  Day,  School  street.  West 
Roxbury;  Byam  Brothers,  Bf-lton  street,  Xo.  65; 
Benjamin  Foxwell,  Parker  street,  rear  No.  601: 
Joseph  Hale,  Custom  House  street,  No.  14;  Remy 
Auderer.  corner  Washington  and  Rockland  streets. 
Ward  17;  John  String,  new  street  oft'  Washington 
street,  near  Rockland  street ;  E.  P.  Morrill,  Cypress 
street,  Ward  17;  E.  F.  Brown,  Hayward  street. 
Ward  14;  George  H.  Williams,  on  a  court  off 
Centre  street.  Severally  .iccepted.  Moses  Wil- 
liams, Van  Rennselaer  Vdace ;  also,  jjetitions  of 
John  Coffee,  C.  Cross,  William  H.  Forsaith,  Wil- 
liam Murry.  Michael  xMcEnnoy  and  Granville  A. 
Fuller.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderuian  Prescott,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction — Report  that  they  were  au- 
thorized by  an  order  approved  July  20,  1874,  to 
purchase  several  lots  of  land  at  the  corner  of  King 
and  Roxbury  streets  as  a  site  for  a  new  primary 
schoolhouse,  to  take  the  place  of  the  building  now 
located  on  Cottage  place.  In  proceeding  to  exer- 
cise their  authority,  the  committee  have  found 
that  the  appropriation  of  $26,000  will  be  insuffi- 
cient to  purchase  the  lands  with  the  buildings 
thereon,  and  they  are  therefore  obliged  to  request 
an  additional  appropriation  of  12000.  As  soon  as 
the  pro  erty  comes  into  the  possession  of  the  city 
the  buildings  can  be  sold  for  a  sufficient  sum  to 
cover  this  extra  appropiiation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers- 
Ordered,  That  $46.68  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  J.  Warren  Faxon  for  a  sewer  in  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Flanders;  also,  abate  |;27.35  from  Alex- 
ander McDonald  for  sewer  in  Brook  avenue,  and 
the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Ann  S.  Gilbert. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 1,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of 
constructing  a  sewer  from  Dudley  to  Quincy 
streets,  through  land  of  William  Gray,  Jr.,  etal., 
from  Quincy  street  to  Lawrence  avenue  ;  through 
land  of  Plnpps  &  Perrin  in  Lawrence  avenue  and 
in  Blue  Hill  avenue ;  and  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam 
street  between  White  street  and  tide  water.  The 
orders  were  severallj'  passed. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in  Oneida 
street;  and  in  Albany  street,  between  Newton  and 
Stoughton  streets.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Market — Report  in  favor  of  approval  of  transfer 
of  lease  of  stalls  .34  and  36  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
from  Hiland  Lockwood  to  George  W.  Squire.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Bitild- 
ings,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  May- 
or's aldress  as  recommends  the  furnishing  of  ad- 
ditional and  better  accommodations  for  the  tem- 
porary care  of  insane  persons,  be  requested  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board. 


Passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  on  May  27, 
1867,  authorizing  the  proprietors  of  Long  Island, 
in  Boston  Harbor,  to  remove  gravel  or  ballast 
from  the  east  side  of  said  island,  as  therein  set 
forth,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Brooks  movetl  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Aklerman  Power  asked  for  some  explanation  of 
the  order. 

Alderman  Brooks— This  matter  came  before  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  some  two  months  ago.  The 
parties  were  given  a  hearing,  and  they  represent- 
ed that  they  were  taking  gravel  from  the  west 
side  of  Long  Island,  where  it  would  do  no  harm; 
they  promised  to  continue  to  do  so,  but  since 
then,  in  fact  during  the  past  week,  vessels  have 
been  found  violating  this  agrt  ement.  They  inter- 
preted the  license  to  allow  them  to  go  anywhere 
they  pleased. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  order  would  lie  over 
until  the  next  meeting,  as  no  great  damage  could 
be  done  in  the  meantime. 

Alderman  Brooks  did  not  desire  to  press  the  or- 
der, piovided  a  good  reason  for  allowing  it  to  lie 
over  were  given. 

Alderman  Power — I  was  on  the  Harbor  Commit- 
tee for  two  or  three  years,  and  I  presume  to  know 
something  of  this  subject.  I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  1,  that  if  they  take  gravel  indis- 
criminately from  all  parts  of  ihe  island,  it  is  right 
to  rescind  the  license?  But  other  parties  are  affect- 
ed by  that  license  ;  parties  have  contracted  to  fur- 
nish the  city  with  gravel,  and  to  revoke  the  license 
might  deprive  the  paving  department  of  gravel. 
After  a  thorough  examination  by  former  members 
of  this  government  it  was  decideil  that  there  was 
one  part  of  Long  Island  from  which  gravel  could 
be  taken  without  injury  to  the  harbor;  but  if  they 
persist  in  taking  it  indiscriminately  from  all  parts 
of  the  island,  it  is  proper  to  rescind  the  order. 
I  do  not  know  but  that  the  city  m^.y  now  have  all 
the  paving  gravel  it  needs,  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say.  At  any  rate  it  can  do  no  harm  to  have  the 
order  lie  over. 

Alderman  Hall— When  this  contract  was  made, 
was  it  not  distinctly  understood  that  the  gravel 
should  be  taken  outside  of  the  limits  of  Boston 
Harbor  ? 

Alderman  Power — The  gravel  has  been  taken 
from  this  island,  or  within  the  limits  of  the 
harbor,  by  every  contractor  who  has  furnishetl 
gravel  to  the  city  of  Boston  within  my  memory, 
which  shows  the  opinion  which  foiiner  govern- 
ments have  had  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Hall — The  gentleman  is  inclined  to 
evade  my  question,  which  was  a  simple  one.  I 
am  aware  that  when  this  contract  was  made,  it 
.  was  distinctly  understood  that  the  gravel  was  to 
be  taken  outside  of  Boston  Harbor.  It  is  well 
known  that  this  is  a  theme  upon  which  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion.  The  City  Government  has 
been  notified  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  that 
an  injury  is  being  done  to  the  harbor,  and  yet 
when  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  simple  que-tion  it  is 
evaded.  I  believe  that  they  have  no  right  to  take 
this  gravel  from  Boston  Harbor,  and  I  think  this 
order  should  pass  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Power— They  have  a  license,  and  take 
gravel  under  that  license.  The  Committee  on 
Paving  do  not  care  where  the  gravel  comes  from ; 
they  have  nothing  to  do  with  getting  it.  If  the 
people  who  furnish  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  can 
buy  it,  according  to  law,  within  the  city  limits,  it 
is  none  of  our  business.  The  committee  have  in- 
variably given  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
I  believe  this  order  comes  by  reason  of  a  pressure 
from  ijarties  who  wish  to  have  a  monoioly  of  the 
gravel  business,  and  to  pass  it  may  cost  the  city 
$20,000.  There  are  people  \\ho  wish  to  have  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  gravel  busine.-s,  but  we  have  let  the 
contracts  so  as  to  save  the  city  of  Boston  §50,000, 
because  we  have  prevented  a  monopoly  of  this 
business.  That  is  what  it  amounts  to,  and  if  this 
Board  passes  this  ortler,  it  may  have  the  effect  to 
stop  the  work  of  paving  our  streets.  Neither  the 
city  of  Boston  nor  the  harbor  can  suffer  great 
damage  by  waiting  a  fortnight. 

Alderman  Hall — If  it  is  necessary  to  advertise 
that  the  gravel  shall  be  taken  outside  of  the  limits 
of  Boston  Harbor,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  to  compel  them  to  complv  with  that 
condition,  and  it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  because  a 
man  wants  this  order  passed  he  is  in  the  interest  of 
outside  parties.  I  do  not  know  who  furnishes  this 
gravel,  or  anything  about  it.     But,  having  lived 


493 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


on  the  shore  of  Boston  Haihor  for  several  years 
during  the  war,  I  do  know  tliat  it  has  been  injured 
by  the  taking  of  gravel.  'Ihe  parties  should  be 
made  to  go  outsi<le  of  Boston  Harborjto  get  gravel, 
as  advertised. 

Alderman  I'owcr— It  is  beyond  the  power  of  this 
Board  to  compel  any  man  to  go  outside  if  he  has  a 
lawful  right  to  get  gravel  withm  the  limits  of  the 
harbor. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  did  not  offer  this  order 
with  the  view  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  Vz 
has  seen  tit  to  suppose.  It  was  after  giving  the 
parties  a  hearing  last  spring,  when  they  promised 
that  there  sboiild  be  no  gravel  taken  from  the 
west  side  of  Long  Island.  The  committee,  after 
careful  consideration,  thought  it  would  be  no 
damage  to  the  harbor,  provided  the  operations 
were  confined  to  where  the  order  limited  them. 
But  they  have  setn  fit  to  go  outside  of  the  limits 
named  in  the  order,  to  a  low  place,  where  the 
•water- has  already  broken  through  once,  and  they 
still  continue  to  take  from  a  weak  spot,  where  the 
water  is  liable  to  break  through  at  any  time.  By 
information  obtained  directly  from  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  today,  the  committee  have  thought 
best  to  introduce  this  order.  Still  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  i)ress  the  order  today,  and  will  withdraw 
the  motion  for  a  second  reading. 

The  order  went  over. 

ENFORCEMEXT  OF  THE  GRADE  LAW. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  whereby  an  order  was  passed 
for  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  i=  sue  no  permit 
for  building  until  satisfied  that  the  bottom  of  the 
proposed  cellar  is  up  to  grade  12.  I  will  state 
briefly  one  or  two  reasons  for  the  motion.  First, 
the  order  requires  a  person  intending  to  build  to 
bring  i)lans  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  showing 
that  it  IS  proposed  to  put  the  building  up  to  grade 
12,  which  wiil  cause  an  additional  expense  of  $15 
or  )p25  in  each  case,  and  will  be  a  hardship.  If  the 
order  is  passed,  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  can, 
according  to  information  from  the  City  Solicitor, 
do  no  more  than  he  can  at  the  present  time.  Those 
are  my  reasons  for  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  lay  t^e  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table.  Alderuian  Hall  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  question ,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Peters— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbius,  Worthington— 
9. 

The  question  was  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Power — If  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
1  makes  a  correct  statement — that  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  has  the  power  now — then  the  order 
would  be  superfluous,  and  it  would  not  be  worth 
while  to  pass  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  position  of  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  is  the  same  now  as  it  has 
been  for  the  past  two  years.  When  a  permit  is 
asked  for  according  to  law,  it  is  granted,  and  on 
the  back  of  the  permit  is  printed  the  order  of  this 
Board  of  Dec.  23,  1872,  establishing  a  grade  of 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  m  pursuance 
of  chapter  377  of  the  acts  of  1872  relating  to  cel- 
lars and  basements  in  the  city  of  Boston.  This 
subject  was  before  this  Board  last  year;  and  on 
the  20th  of  October  there  was  passed  an  order, 
the  same  as  the  one  now  on  the  table,  giving 
notice  to  parties  to  raise  their  Iniildings  to  the 
established  grade.  The  Inspector  of  Buildings 
then  gave  notice  to  the  parties  named  in  that 
order  that  they  were  building  below  grade,  and  I 
have  the  notice  which  he  sends  to  the  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

"Thomas  W.  Davis,  Esq.,  City  Surveyor:  Dear 
Sir — Will  you  please  detail  a  surveyor  to  give  the 
grade  for  basement  floors,  for  cutting  off  piles 
and  grade  of  street,  if  established,  at  the  follow- 
ing locality  and  make  return  of  same  to  this 
ofilce?" 

That  notice  is  given  to  Mr.  Davis,  who  sends  a 
man  to  make  a  survey,  which  is  reported  back  to 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  who  notifies  the  par- 
ties. Up  to  this  time  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
has  had  no  authority  to  refuse  a  permit,  and  I  am 
not  sure  that  he  has  now;  but  that  question  will 
lae  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  tomorrow  for 
decision.  This  order  merely  requests  him  to  re- 
fuse the  permit  if  he  has  the  power  to  do  so.  I 
have  here  a  list  of  the  houses  being  built  below 
grade— forty-nine  on  one  paper  and  eighteen  or 
twenty  on  another — and  those  are  not  all,  by  any 
means.    No  one  who  has  read  his  permit  can  fail 


to  see  the  order  establishing  grade  printed  on  the 
back  of  it.  But  in  the  face  of  and  utterly  regard- 
less of  that  notice,  parties  go  on  and  build  all  the 
way  from  five  to  six  or  eight  inches  and  more  be- 
low grade.  Now,  we  want  some  wav  to  compel 
them  to  build  ov  grade.  By  this  order  we  srive 
them  as  strong  notice  as  possiole  to  build  on 
grade  12. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  Inspector  of  Buildings 
has  no  means  of  giving  the  grade  of  streets  ex- 
cept by  the  City  Sun-eyor.  Now,  when  a  partv 
comes  for  a  permit  to  build,  he  will  have  to  pay 
from  S15  to  abO  for  plans  to  show  the  Inspector 
that  he  intends  to  put  his  house  on  grade.  But, 
even  after  that,  if  the  party  does  not  see  fit  to  put 
his  house  on  grade  lie  can  evade  the  law  just  as 
well  as  before,  and  the  Inspector  has  no  power  to 
withhold  a  permit  when  a  mai:  makes  a  lesral  ap- 
plication. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  order  does  not 
compel  .he  party  to  submit  a  plan ;  but  he  must 
convince  the  Inspector  that  he  intends  to  build  on 
grade  12.  Of  all  the  notices  given  in  this  order 
not  one  has  said  he  did  not  know  the  grade.  It  is 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  measure  it  with  a 
rope.  The  unfortunate  part  of  this  order  is  that 
it  has  no  penalty.  Kvavy  one  on  the  Back  Bav  af- 
fected by  the  order  knows  he  is  building  below 
grade;  they  have  all  been  notified.  When  this 
order  was  put  in  two  weeks  ago  parties  came  to 
see  me  with  their  architects.  Thev  said  thev  know 
where  the  grade  is,  but  they  build  below  it  and 
throw  the  sand  out,  sometimes  giving  or  selling  it 
to  the  city.  Are  we  going  to  have  a  Northampton 
District  nuisance  on  the  Back  Bav?  This  order 
simply  requests  the  Inspector  to "  refuse  tne  per- 
mit until  convinced  that  they  intend  to  build  at 
grade  12. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  the  vote  wUl  be  recon- 
sidered and  some  penaltv  attached  to  the  order, 
and  that  it  will  be  imposed  on  every  man  who 
builds  below  the  established  grade.  It  would  be 
very  difficult  for  the  Inspector  to  tell  from  the 
plans  whether  a  man  intends  to  buUd  below  grade 
or  not,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  an  order  should 
be  passed  by  which  a  penalty  shall  be  inflicted 
upon  those  who  knowingly  build  at  an  improper 
grade.  The  City  Solicitor  can  draw  such  an  order, 
and  I  think  this  one  is  hardlv  what  is  required. 
It  would  be  more  preferable  to  lav  this  order  be- 
fore the  City  Solicitor,  ascertain  what  is  required, 
and  if  this  one  is  not  correct,  to  have  a  proper  one 
drawn. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  is  as  the  gentleman  has 
just  stated.  The  Inspector  of  Buildings  has  no 
means  of  knowing  what  the  grade  is  except  from 
the  City  Surveyor.  If  a  man  applies  according  to 
law.  he  must  have  a  permit;  then  he  can  goon 
and  you  cannot  touch  him.  Then  if  he  builds  be- 
low grade,  you  have  no  remedy  under  the  law. 

Alderman  Worthington-I  do  not  see  what  harm 
can  come  from  the  order.  The  Inspector  simply 
requires  assurance  that  the  building  must  be  on 
grade.  They  will  no  longer  have  ariv  excuse.  If 
they  bmld  below  that  grade,  after  this  notice,  we 
shall  have  sufficient  cause  for  action-  against 
them,  and  can  fiU  up  the  cellars  at  their  expense. 
Alderman  Emery— The  question  is  whether  this 
Board  has  a  right  to  refuse  a  permit  if  a  man 
complies  with  the  law ;  whether  we  can  authorize 
the  Inspector  to  refuse  a  permit  if  proper  plans 
and  siiecifications  are  presented.  1  am  rather 
doubtful  about  it,  and  do  not  know  w  hether  a 
legal  opinion  has  been  taken  upon  that  poiiit.  The 
gentleman  on  my  left  informs  me  that  an  opinion 
has  been  given  and  that  we  have  no  power  to  re- 
strain them  in  that  way,  even  if  we  pass  this 
order.  In  that  case,  we  had  better  reconsider  the 
vote,  lay  the  order  on  the  table,  and  if,  on  inquu-y, 
we  learn  it  is  all  that  is  required,  we  can  pass  it 
again. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  suppose  that 
a  single  permit  will  be  refused,  because  I  think 
they  will  all  give  assurances  of  their  intention  to 
conform  to  the  law,  which  will  be  aU  we  require. 
We  simply  request  the  Inspector  to  refuse  the  per- 
mit, and  he  will  not  do  so  unless  he  has  the  au- 
thority. 

Alderman  Hall— I  believe  that  the  Legislature, 
in  1872,  passed  a  law  establishing  the  grade  at 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  and  the  City 
Surveyor  will  give  that  grade  to  anv  builder  who 
desires  it.  Now,  it  must  be  apparent  to  anv  mem- 
ber that  it  is  competent  for  this  Board  to'compel 
a  man  to  comply  with  the  law  and  prevent  a  nui- 
sance. This  order  ought  to  pass,  and  the  mishaps 
which  are  constantly  coming  in  be  nrevented. 
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Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  talks  as  if  we 
had  power  to  make  laws.  We  have  no  such  pow- 
er. If  a  man  gets  a  permit  he  can  go  on  and  build, 
and  yon  must  give  him  a  permit  if  he  complies 
with  the  law,  But  that  will  not  stop  him  from 
building  below  grade  if  he  chooses  to.  The  clerks 
in  the  Inspector's  office  have  asked  the  City  Solic- 
itor, and  he  says  it  amounts  to  nothing. 

Alderman  Hall— The  act  of  December,  1872,  says, 
"The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  establish  in  said  city  a  grade  not  less  than 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water;  and  no  person 
shall,  in  said  city,  after  such  grade  is  established, 
construct  any  cellar  or  basement  cellar  of  any 
dwelling  house  or  other  building  below  such 
grade."  Now,  it  must  be  clear  to  us  all,  who 
know  what  the  act  is,  that  we  have  got  author- 
ity to  establish  this  grade ;  and  if  we  have  the 
authority  to  establish  it,  we  have  also  power  to 
enforce  the  law.  The  law  expressly  says  the 
board  "shall  establish"  the  grade 

Alderman  Emery — I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
read  the  penalty. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  penalty  is  that  the 
Board  of  Alderman  may  raise  it  up  to  the  proper 
grade  and  charge  the  expense  to  the  estate.  Now, 
■what  are  the  facts?  Two  weeks  ago  we  passed 
this  order  mentioning  eight  names,  among  which 
was  that  of  Charles  W.  Freeland,  who  has  built 
five  houses  below  grade.  He  came  to  me  and  said 
he  never  knew  anything  about  the  law  whatever. 
Ivory  Harmon  says  he  never  read  the  law.  If  we 
had  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  build  at  grade 
12,  could  he  have  pleaded  any  such  excuse  as  that? 
Could  any  others  plead  that  they  knew  nothing  of 
the  law?  That  single  thing  is  of  itself  sufficient  to 
cause  us  to  request  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to 

fet  some  assurance  that  parties  are  not  going  to 
uild  below  grade  12,  so  as  not  to  have  them  come 
here  and  say  they  knew  nothing  of  the  law. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks  to  reconsider 
the  vote  whereby  the  order  was  passed  was  lost. 

HOME  FOB  THE  POOR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment,  viz.,  the  orders  au- 
thorizing the  erection  of  a  "Home  for  the  Poor" 
on  the  "Austin  Farm,"  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$385,000;  and  requestir.g  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  report  an  order  providing  the  means. 

Alderman  Biooks  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  for  consideration  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  important 
that  the  orders  should  be  acted  on  speedily,  as 
there  are  many  poor  people  in  the  city  out  of  em- 
ployment and  labor  antl  materials  are  cheaper 
now  than  they  will  be  next  year ;  but  if  members 
desired  to  obtain  information  he  had  no  objeclion 
to  anoth<;r  postponement. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigned  for  the  next 
meeting- 7  for,  0  against. 

THE  VACATION. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  next  Monday  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  time  three  weeks  from  today  ;  he  thought  sev- 
eral members  desirec  to  be  out  of  town. 

Alderman  Power  said  there  were  several  impor- 
tant matiers  to  be  acted  on,  specially  the  Dor- 
chester Brook  sewer,  which  has  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  for  several  months  and  is 
the  largest  job  they  have  undertaken  this  year, 
and  should  be  decided  on  as  soon  as  possible. 

Alderman  Cutter  suggested  that  if  it  was  so  im- 
portant, members  ought  to  take  a  long  time  to 
consider  it ;  he  hopecf  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  would  be  allowed  ample  time  to  reno- 
vate the  hall. 

Alderman  Power  had  no  objection  to  delay  if 
members  desired  to  obtained  information,  still  the 
Board  could  meet  in  other  places  beside  this  hall. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  sorry  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  were  so  behindhand  with  their  work ;  they 
had  had  since  January  to  consider  the  subject. 

Alderman  Hall  had  heard  before  coming  to  the 
meeting  that  the  Board  intended  to  take  a  recess 
for  three  weeks ;  it  may  be  that  a  few  members 
were  going  to  run  the  Board,  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it.    He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  if  they  adjourned  for 
one  week  it  would  be  attending  to  business 
better. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks  was  lost 
—yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter,  Em- 
ery, Prescott,  Stebbins— 6. 


Nays— Aldermen  Clark,   Hall,   Harris,    Peters, 
Power,  "Worthington— 6. 
On  motion  ot  Alderman  Prescott,  it  was  voted 

1  hat  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  two  weeks 
from  today  at  4  P.  M. 

CELLABS  BELOW  GKADE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  wherebv  was  passed 
the  order  to  notify  certain  parties  who  have  con- 
structed cellars  below  grade  to  alter  or  fill  up  the 
same  to  the  point  established  by  law,  within  ten 
dyas,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  the  question 
was  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  important 
that  this  order  should  remain  as  it  is.  We  have  a 
large  number  of  houses  on  the  Back  Bay — here  are 
forty-two  names  on  one  list,  and  that  is  inobably 
not  half  of  them — which  are  being   built  below 

frade.  It  is  the  opinion,  I  think,  oi  every  mem- 
er  of  this  Board  that  those  houses  should  con- 
form to  the  grade.  There  are  five  buildings  which 
are  5  feet  6  inches  below  grade,  while  quite  a  num- 
ber of  otlicrs  average  all  the  way  from  3  to  16 
inches.  The  list  before  me  says  9,  91/2  and  12 
inches ;  2  feet  4  inches ;  6,  161/2, 5, 5Y2  and  11  inches ; 

2  feet;  22,  16,  16,  15  and  8  inches.  Foity-two 
houses  are  being  built  in  that  way.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  owjers  should  be  notified.  This 
list  does  not  include  the  names  put  in  last  week. 
One  gentleman  said  to  me,  "You  are  entirely 
right;  I  am  jjaying  the  bills  on  one  house  in  a 
block;  I  did  not  wish  to  build  this  year,  but  they 
did,  and  they  have  put  the  houses  five  feet  six 
inches  below  grade.  I  think  it  is  wrong,  and  that 
the  buildings  should  be  put  at  grade  12."  It 
is  so  with  others.  They  do  not  remonstrate. 
They  plead  ignorance,  and  yet  their  per- 
mit has  the  order  printed  on  it.  That  is 
done  by  men  who  have  built  houses  and  in- 
creased the  city  valuation  by  a  million  dollars. 
This  order  is  the  same  that  Wi)s  passed  last 
year.  What  was  the  effect?  One  man  went  on  for 
two  weeks,  then  stopped  short  and  threw  the 
gravel  out  of  his  cellar.  If  we  allow  them  to  go 
on  ten  years  we  shall  have  to  spend  millions  of 
dollars  "in  raising  that  territory,  as  we  have  on  the 
Northampton-street  distiict.  '  They  say  they  have 
no  trouble  from  their  cellars  now.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose they  uo;  but  they  will,  when  the  Back  Bay 
is  all  built  over  and  the  cellars  become  fiUeJl 
with  water,  as  they  will  be,  in  case  of  a  storm 
or  high  tide.  It  was  so  on  Dover  street 
and  on  the  Northamptos-street  district.  Shall 
we  make  them  adhere  strictly  to  the  law  or  not? 
I  think  we  should  make  them  do  so,  as  we  propose 
to  do  by  this  order  jjassed  two  weeks  ago.  The 
parties  acknowledge  the  justice  of  it,  and  only 
plead  as  excuse  that  they  do  not  know  the  law. 
We  do  not  excuse  the  poor  people  in  North  street 
because  they  do  not  know  the  law.  I  saw  a  boy 
the  other  day  who  had  been  stealing  newspapers 
left  at  a  door;  he  did  not  know  he  was  doing  any- 
thing wrong.  I  thought  there  was  just  as  good 
reason  for  excusinghim  as  for  excusing  CharlesW. 
Freeland,  who,  after  building  for  two  years,  says 
he  does  not  know  the  law.  I  was  ashamed  of 
both  CharlesW.  Freeland  and  Ivory  Harmon  for  not 
knowing  the  law.  We  should  enforce  the  law  on 
those  rich  men  as  much  as  we  do  on  the  poor  boy 
who  took  the  newspapers.  Therefore,  I  hope  this 
vote  will  not  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  seems  to 
be  very  fond  of  executing  the  law,  and  yet 
you  cannot  go  into  the  street  without  find 
ing  a  man  disobeying  some  law.  Gentle 
men  have  built  first-class  houses  on  the 
Back  Bay,  and  now  tbe  question  is  whether  you 
will  enforce  this  law  on  them  when  it  wdl  do  no 
good.  You  cannot  agree  here.  Gentlemen  talk 
about  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion,  and  cannot  agree 
what  it  is.  These  men  have  built  first-class  houses 
there,  and  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  committee 
and  Board  of  Health  to  sj>end  i^ome  time  abating 
nuisances  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  instead  of  dis- 
turbing these  men  who  have  put  things  in  first- 
class  order.  To  go  down  there  and  make  these 
men  raise  their  houses,  so  as  to  comply  with  the 
law,  IS  like  taking  the  pound  of  fiesh.  Why  the 
gentleman  is  on  the  Committee  on  Markets  arid  he 
knows  that  the  cellars  under  the  markets  are  be- 
low grade  12.  The  city  of  Boston  tolerates  cellars 
below  grade  12,  and  I  do  not  tnink  we  should  make 
those  parties  raise  their  houses  simply  to  comply 
with  the  law.  Shall  we  require"  the  eon- 
tractors  to  destroy  those  houses  by  raising  them 
up  six  or  eight  inches?  It  is  a  haid  question  for 
us   to   settle.      We   know   that    uo     water    will 
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those    cellars,    and    it    will   be 
pay   out   money    for    damages 


accumulate    in 
folly  for    us  to        _ 

when  you  get  no  consideration'  in  return  for  it. 
Where  no  nuisance  exists  I  do  not  see 
why  this  Hoard  should  cause  citizens  to  lay  out 
their  money  when  it  will  not  benefit  them  at  all, 
and  only  because  they  have  not  compliec'  with 
this  law.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, who  raps  ai  our  door  every  year  for  more 
agents,  to  make  the  parties  comply  with  this  law. 
They  should  make  people  comply  with  the  law  re- 
lating to  grade  as  much  as  they  do  when  they  are 
bnilding  a  chimney.  This  order  will  be  a  great 
hardship  on  those  who  are  erecting  those 
houses. 

Alderman  Peters— The  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Waril  G  is  the  weakest  I  ever  heard  him 
make.  The  Legi4ature  passed  the  law,  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  established  the  grade,  and  no  build- 
ing can  be  erected  below  that  grade.  To  carry 
out  this  law  the  burnt  district  was  raised  wher- 
ever it  was  below  the  grade.  We  have  spent  large 
sums  of  money  to  raise  houses  to  that  grade.  It 
cost  .'ome  (518,000  or  .^520, 000  to  raise  one  block.  I 
say  that  when  individuals  put  their  houses  below 
the  grade  fixed  by  the  law  of  the  State  and  the  or- 
der of  this  Board,  it  is  no  hardshij)  for  them  to 
have  to  raise  them. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  is  all  very  well  for  the  gen- 
tleman to  talk  about  weak  arguments  and  obey- 
ing laws,  but  does  he  obey  all  the  laws?  None  of 
us  are  perfect.  Who  of  us  can  ca>-t  the  first  stone? 
I  say  that  to  lay  out  money  where  it  does  not 
benefit  the  public,  is  waste. 

Alderman  Peters — It  is  not  for  me  to  answer 
the  question  whether  I  obey  the  laws ;  but  it  is 
for  the  Police  Department  to  see  that  I  do. 

Alderman  Brooks— If  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  wants  to  look  after  the  city's  health  let 
him  go  down  to  North  Market  street,  Avliere  the 
air  i^  foul  enough  to  knock  a  man  down.  In  my 
opinion  tlie  gentleman  from  Ward  0  has  made  a 
very  strong  argument.  These  houses  are  already 
built.  It  woidd  be  better  for  us  to  proceed  against 
the  bigger  nuisances  in  Commercial  or  North  Mar- 
ket street. 

Alderman  Vv  orthington— I  am  much  surprised 
at  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6. 
The  whole  force  of  it  is  that  we  must  disobey  the 
law,  antl  he  advocates  disobeying  the  law.  But  I 
ought  not  to  be  surprised,  for  we  have  heard  it 
here  before.  I  am  not  surprised  that  he  turns  it 
off  upon  the  Board  of  Health,  for  they  compelled 
him  to  comply  with  the  law. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  "vould  ask  where  and  v/hen. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — When  they  compelled 
you  to  comply  with  the  law  in  regard  to  tenement 
houses. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  not  built  any  since  the 
law  was  passed. 

Alderman  Worthington — But  they  compelled 
you  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  it  is  the  old  sore 
which  works  out.  We  are  now  talking  about 
buildings  erected  since  the  law  was  established, 
not  about  old  ones.  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  to 
go  down  into  North  Market  street  and  raise  the 
grade  there,  some  time.  I  am  in  favor  of  enforc- 
ing the  law  upon  men  who  are  abundantly  able  to 
comply  with  it,  and  I  will  not  go  for  enforcing  it 
upon  a  poor  boy  for  picking  up  newspapers,  and 
not  upon  men  worth  hundreds  of  thouands 
of  dollars.  I  think  there  is  no  option  for  us : 
we  must  enforce  this  law  or  break  the  oath  we 
took  when  we  came  into  this  Board.  This  order 
does  not  enforce  the  raising  of  any  building;  it 
only  requires  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  report 
cases  CO  this  Board,  and  then  will  come  the  time 
for  gentlemeii  to  act  upon  it.  Each  party  must 
have  a  notice  to  raise  his  grade  or  the  city  will  do 
it  for  him.  When  such  an  order  comes  in,tlienit 
will  be  time  to  consider  it.  If  we  do  not  do  this 
we  will  be  breaking  the  law  as  much  as  the  man 
who  are  building  there.  We  should  take  a  stand 
today  that  every  building  shall  be  erected  accord- 
ing :o  law;  therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  having  all 
buildings  below  grade  12  reported  to  this  Beard, 
and  we  can  then  consider  \\hether  we  will  in- 
struct the  Sniierintemlent  of  Health  to  raise 
their.  This  order  is  to  get  information,  and 
nothing  else. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Aldeiman    Clark — I    totally  disagree  with    the 

fentleman  from  the   Highland  District.    I  think 
e  has  entirely  forgotten  the  purport  of  the  order 
and  will  read  it  to  him : 

"Ordered,  That  the  following-named  persons  be 
and  they  are  hereby  directed'  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  respective  houses, 


so  that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in 
the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  approved 
Dec.  24,  1872." 

That  i~^  an  arbitrary  order.  If  they  do  not  do  it 
in  ten  days,  then  the'city  is  to  commence  proceed- 
ings against  the  parries. 

Alderman  Worthington — Will  the  gentleman 
read  the  rest  of  the  order? 

Alderman  Clark — Certainly : 

"And  in  default  of  such  alteration  by  either  of 
said  parties  within  ten  days  after  the  service  of 
this  order,  as  provided  by  the  third  se  tion  of 
cliapter  377  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872,  proceed- 
ings will  be  commenced  against  him  or  her,  ac- 
cording to  law." 

Now,  if  that  is  no.  an  arbitrai-y  and  absolute  or- 
der, I  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  wOrus. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  Those  proceedings 
must  be  commenced  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  (lark— It  means  that  if  they  do  not 
comply  with  the  order  then  we  must  do  it.  Now, 
what  IS  this  territory?  It  is  not  below  grade,  as 
the  "burnt  district"  was.  There  is  no  comparison 
between  the  two  districts.  There  was  a  territory 
on  which  it  was  not  possible  to  build  at  grade  12; 
but  on  the  Back  Bay  the  wholo  territory  is  at 
grade  12,  and,  if  a  man  digs  down  his  cellar, 
and  the  water  com»s  in,  he  does  it  at  his  own  risk. 
What  are  the  facts?  Here  is  Charles  W  Free- 
land,  who  has  constructed  houses  there  worth  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  he  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  in  Boston  to  increase  the  val- 
uation of  taxable  propertv  by  the  erection  of 
dwellings.  He  has  obtained  permits  to  build 
dwellings  ami  has  sold  them  before  they  were 
completed.  He  has  not  a  house  built  below  grade 
12;  he  has  an  air  space  underneath  his  kitchen, 
which  IS  seventeen  inches  below  grade,  but  it  is 
simply  an  air  space,  and  the  building  is  not 
below  grade.  Suppose  the  water  does  come 
in  there ;  he  takes  the  risk  of  that.  Now,  we  have 
an  Inspector  of  Buildings  whose  duty  it  is  to  re- 
port this  thing,  but  he  has  not  told'themof  it. 
Today  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  told  me  this  or- 
der was  wrong  and  ought  not  to  i)ass.  Some 
twenty  or  thirty  parties  are  building  first-class 
houses  down  there ;  they  got  their  plans  and  the 
hou!-es  are  nearly  done,  and  to  make  them  raise 
those  buildings  would  be  a  hardship  which  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  no  right  to  im- 
pose. As  to  the  great  bugbear  of  the  Back 
Bay  overflowing,  it  does  not  trouble  those  who 
live  there,  and  T  do  not  think  they  require  the 
sympa'^hy  of  those  who  live  in  the  Highlands.  The 
whole  territory  is  at  grade  12,  and  if  a  man  sees  fit 
to  build  below  it  a  few  inches  he  takes  his  own 
risk.  Mr.  Freeland,  for  instance,  comes  here  and 
gets  a  permit,  goes  on  and  constructs  his  building. 
He  says  he  was  not  aware  that  he  was  %i.olating 
any  law  or  ordinance,  and  I  do  not  have  the 
slightest  idea  that  he  had.  I  have  no  great- 
er' sympathy  for  Mr.  Freeland  because  he 
happens  to  be  a  man  of  property  thaii  I  have 
for  a  poor  man ;  but  I  say  that  if  this  Gov- 
ernment has  allowed  this  thing  to  go  on  in  this 
way,  we  have  no  right  to  pass  such  an  order.  The 
order  for  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  refuse  per- 
mits until  assurances  are  given  that  the  grade 
law  will  be  complied  with,  is  all  very  well;  it 
costs  no  more  to  build  on  grade  9  than  on 
grade  12.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  reconsid- 
ered and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  I  wish 
to  treat  all  citizens  fairly  at  least,  which  I  do  not 
think  will  be  the  case  if  that  arbitrary  order 
passes. 

AlderiuanHall— I  do  not  think  we  are  treating 
this  subject  fairly.  It  cannot  be  that  the  rich 
have  any  more  claim  on  us  than  the  poor.  I  can- 
not see  why  rich  men  should  be  allowed  to  build 
below  grade  and  create  a  nuisance  any  more  than 
a  poor  man.  The  law  is  specific.  It  says  the 
"Board  of  Aldermen  *  *  *  s/(«?i  establish  a 
grade."  It  is  not  "may,"  but  "  shall."  And 
further,  "if  any  person  constructs,  uses  or  occu- 
pies any  cellar,  or  basement  cellar  in  violation  of 
this  act,  said  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  order  the 
owner  or  occupant  of  such  ceUar  or  basement  cel- 
lar, to  so  alter  and  construct  it  as  to  conform  to 
the  requirements  of  said  section."  Is  there  any  al- 
ternative whatever  left  for  us?  Is  there  any  reason 
why  they  should  go  down  into  the  earth  and  build  a 
place  for  the  tide  water  to  settle  into,  and  then 
ask  us  to  give  them  a  grade  below  drainage,  be- 
cause they  are  rich  men  who  live  on  the  Back 
Bay?  The  act  saj's  further,  "And  if  such  owner 
or  occupant  fails  to  comply  with  such  order  with- 
in ten  days  after  service  thereof,  as  provided  by 
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the  following  section,  said  Board  shall  so  alter 
such  cellar  or  basement  cellar,"  etc.  Such  is  the 
law;  it  is  imperative  in  its  terms,  and  this  Board 
have  no  discretion  except  to  enforce  it  impartially 
upon  the  rich  and  poor. 

Alderman  Clark— I  believe  there  are  several 
poor  as  well  as  rich  men  named  in  that  order.  We 
have  allowed  those  parties  to  go  on ;  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  has  raised  no  ODjection  to  the  con 
struction  of  those  buildings,  and  now  we  have 
just  happened  to  find  out  that  there  are  some  cel- 
lars down  there  below  grade  12,  and  put  in  this 
arbitrary  order.  I  say  it  is  an  injustice,  and  unfair 
to  enforce  the  law  upon  them.  Let  us  acknowl- 
edge that  our  agents  have  not  done  their  duty  in 
prohibiting  the  erection  of  those  buUdings. 

Alderman  Hall— Do  you  mean  to  acknowledge 
it? 

Alderman  Clark— I  mean  that,  if  such  buUdings 
have  been  constructed  down  there,  it  is  our  own 
fault,  and  the  Inspector  of  Building  has  not  done 
his  duty. 

Alderman  Peters— I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  look  after 
it,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  persons  who  put  up  the 
buildings  to  do  so.  They  are  held  responsible  by 
the  law,  and  there  is  no  alternative  for  us  but  to 
pass  this  order. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Chairman  talks 
about  our  having  permitted  them  to  go  on  and 
build  below  grade.  Now  what  has  been  the  ef- 
fect? Here  is  an  order  that  was  passed  last  year, 
on  the  20th  of  October : 

"Ordered,  That  Martin  Beatty,  Samuel  Stubbs 
and  Joseph  R.  Bassett  be  and  they  are  respective- 
ly hereby  directed  to  alter  and  construct  the  cel- 
lars under  their  respective  houses  *  *  *  so 
that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in  the 
order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  approved  Decem- 
ber 24th,  1873 ;  and  in  default  of  such  alteration 
and  construction  by  either  of  said  parties,  within 
ten  days  after  the  service  of  this  order,  as  provided 
by  the  third  section  of  chapter  377  of  the  acts  of 
the  vear  1872,  proceedings  will  be  commenced 
against  him  pursuant  to  law." 

That  ortler  came  from  the  Committee  on  Health 
in  re»i  onse  to  a  communication  of  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  relative  to  certain  cellars  below 
grade.  It  was  read  twice  and  passed,  without  any 
opposition  or  inquiry.  And  what  was  the  effect? 
Some  of  the  builders — some  of  these  very  men — 
stopped  work  for  a  week  or  two.  Then  they  went 
on  and  constructed  their  buildings  just  as'  much 
below  grade  as  now.  The  Inspector  of  Buildings 
says  he  gave  them  notice  by  a  printed  copy  of  the 
order.  They  were  furnished  the  grade  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  and  there  is  no  excuse  for  them. 
We  know,  as  the  Chairman  says,  that  all  the 
Back  Bay  territory  is  at  grade  12,  but  they  have 
thrown  the  sand  out  of  their  cellars,  and  some 
have  sold  it  to  the  city.  We  saw  Avhat  was  done 
last  year.  Shall  we  not  go  ahead  and  make  them 
comply  with  the  law  now?  I  do  not  know  what 
the  Chairman  of  this  Board  means  when  he  says 
it  is  an  arbitrary  order.  If  the  Inspector  has  not 
conformed  to  his  duty,  it  is  time  we  had  a  new 


one.  But  he  has  complied  with  the  law,  having 
given  them  the  grade  and  the  order  on  the  permit. 
The  parties  know  the  law;  it  is  printed  before 
their  eyes,  and  ignorance  is  no  excuse  whatever 
for  not  complying  with  the  law.  It  is  a  dangerous 
thing  to  talk  so  before  this  Board,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  have  heard  such  an  opinion  expressed  here.  So 
far  as  lies  in  luy  power  I  shall  insist  upon  requir- 
ing these  parties  to  conform  to  this  and  all  other 
laws. 

AldermanBrooks  —  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  spoke  of  this  order  as  simply  instruc- 
tive, but  it  seems  that  he  did  not  know  what  he 
was  talking  about.  It  is  impossible  for  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  to  teU  whether  the  parties 
are  going  to  build  at  grade  or  not.  The  Survey- 
or's Department  gives  the  grade.  I  believe  the 
Inspector  has  carried  out  his  instructions  as  well 
as  any  man  can,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
occasion  for  an  attack  upon  him.  If  there  is  any- 
thing in  this  order  that  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  wants  to  carry  out  from  sheer  malice, 
let  him  go  on. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hope  the  Board  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  Back  Bav  territory  is  all  at  the 
proper  grade  and  is  not  like  the  Northampton 
District.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that,  because 
some  houses  there  are  below  grade,  the  city  will 
have  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  whole  territory.  If 
there  is  a  single  nuisance  there,  each  individual 
has  got  to  take  the  responsibility  for  it  and  cannot 
ask  us  to  raise  thj  whole  territory. 

Alderman  Worthington — And  I  hope  the  Board 
wiU  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  here  is  a  law  we 
are  bound  to  enforce.  The  grade  is  fixed  at 
12.  Parties  can  throw  gravel  from  their  cel- 
lars and  break  the  la^v,  but  we  have  no  option  but 
to  make  them  obey  ihe  law.  It  is  not  for  dwelling 
houses  on  that  locality  alone,  but  for  aU 
parts  of  the  city.  If  water  is  allowed  to 
stand  in  one  house  it  will  be  conducive 
of  ill  health  in  a  whole  neighborhood.  I 
take  the  word  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers, 
who  says  if  they  go  on  and  build  up  there  as  they 
have  begun,  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  we 
will  have  to  raise  the  whole  territory.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  says,  "Suppose  it  is  below 
grade?"  Well,  the  Legislature  has  said  the  cel- 
lars shall  be  at  grade  12;  the  Board  of  Health 
say  it  is  right ;  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  is  of  the 
same  opinion;  the  city  of  Boston,  through  its 
Board  of  Aldermen,  orders  builders  to  conform  to 
that  grade ;  and  when  w  e  all  say  so,  is  it  for  us  to 
excuse  the  breaking  of  that  law?  I  hope  the 
Board  will  bear  in  mind  that  we  will  be  parties  to 
the  breaking  of  the  law  if  we  reject  this  order. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  order  passed  at 
the  last  meeting  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 8. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  board 
adjourned  to  Tuesday,  Sept.  1,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    1,    1874. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKORS    DRAWN. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  September 
term  of  the  United  States  I>istrict  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Tolice  Officers— John  Callahan,  Eastern 
Railroad  Depot ;  John  E.  Huntress,  431  Broadway. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  expediency 
of  constru:  ting  sewers  in  Putnam  street,  betweeJi 
White  street  and  tide  water;  and  in  Dudley, 
Quincy  and  Perrin  streets,  were  considered.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petitions  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claim,s.  C.  C.  Oobleigh 
et  ill.,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  North  Harvard  street. 

To  the  Com.mittee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Cynthia  O.  Peirce,  for  abatement  of  bet- 
terment assessment  in  the  matter  of  widening 
Union  street,  Prighton. 

Dennis  0'15rien's  heirs,  for  award  of  damages 
for  wi('ening  and  extension  of  Magazine  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  National  Bank  of 
the  Republic,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
sewer  in  Merchants'  row. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Mary  W. 
Johnson,  for  leave  to  surrender  to  the  city  a  lot 
of  land  on  Newbury  street,  purchased  by  W.  O. 
Jolmson,  deceased. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Edward  Habich,  for  removal  or  a  tree  on 
Cedar  street,  between  Centre  and  Pynchon 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  S.  A.  Stetson  et 
al.,  in  aid  of  petition  of  Hiram  Ames  et  al.,  that  a 
retaining  wall  be  built  at  the  end  of  Yarmouth 
street. 

Thomas  Cullenery  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  portions  of  Marion  street  and  Havre  street. 

Patrick  Rayne  et  al.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  corner  of 
Bennington  and  Marion  streets. 

Henry  W.  Foote  et  al.,  that  a  fence  be  placed  on 
the  sea  wall  at  the  foot  of  Revere  street,  to  prevent 
such  fatal  accidents  as  have  lately  occurred. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
run  their  West  End  and  depot  lines  of  cars  through 
Court  street. 

W.  R.  Chester,  that  the  grade  of  Harvard  street, 
near  Cambridge  street,  Ward  19,  may  be  estab- 
lished. 

Eilward  I'armenter,  that  a  sidewalk  be  laid  at 
5G4  East  Seventh  street. 

S.  (J.  Brooks  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Quincy  street,  from  Warren 
street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

J.  Littleheld  et  al.,  that  Charles  streetbe  paved 
from  Leverett  street  to  C){imbridge  street. 

A.  B.  Sliedd  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  southeast 
side  of  Beach  street,  Charlestown. 

National  Bank  of  Brighton  ct  al.,  that  a  jjortion 
of  Washington  street.  Ward  19,  be  watered  by  the 
city  and  the  abutters. 

Eastern  Railroad  Company,  that  Front  street, 
Charlestown,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

James  Hammett  et  al.,  that  Linden  street,  Ward 
16,  be  graded  and  put  in  ortler. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  William  H. 
Gertz,  for  leave  to  exhibit  a  museum  of  natural 
history  and  science  at  542  Washington  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  Frederick  P.Moseley  et  al.,  for  a  sewer 
from  Stoughtcn  street,  through  Sumner  and  Pond 
streets,  Crescent  avenue  and  Carleton  street. 

John  T.  Prince  et  al.,  that  the  materials  for  con- 
structing th?  soldiers'  monument  may  be  trans- 
ported only  by  the  Charles-street  side  of  the  Com- 
mon, to  i?,void  the  destruction  of  many  line  trees 
and  disliguriiig  the  paths. 

To  the  CommUtee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 

Board.    George  Boiling,  for  leave    to    occupy  a 

wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Conant  street, 

lot  103. 

Richard    Sullivan,     remonstrance    against    the 


erection  of  a  sta'ole  by  Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  on 
Cambridge  street,  Charlestown. 

Patrick  Sullivan  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  by  George  Boiling  on  Conant 
street. 

(ietchcll  &  Edwards,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  in  rear  of  Cam- 
bridge street,  near  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

William  R.  Cavanaugh,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Cottage  street. 

James  Hagar,  for  leave  to  occujiy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Austin  street. 

John  A.  Butter!y,  for  leave  to  ocdupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Maverick  street,  between 
Jeffries  and  Short  streets. 

D.  A.  Thompson,  for  leave  to  rebuild  and  oc- 
cui)y  wooden  stable  for  five  horses  on  lot  364  Dud- 
ley street. 

A.  T.  Sinclair,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue. 

L.  G.  Stone,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Mather  street. 

George  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy 
waoden  stable  for  two  additional  horses  on  Cause- 
way street.  No.  228. 

South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
brick  stable  for  fifty  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue. 
No.  &i. 

Archibald  McLean,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cel- 
lar below  grade,  at  corner  of  Pitts  and  Merrimac 
streets. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  rescind  the  license  heretofore  granted 
to  the  proprietors  of  Long  Island  to  remove  beach 
gravel  from  said  island.    Passed. 

THE  PARKER-STREET  SEWER  NUISANCE. 

The  following  was  received : 

EXECUTIVE  Department,  1 
Boston,  Sept.  1,  1874.     ( 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen — The  grand  jury  of 
the  present  term  of  the  Superior  Court  for  the 
transaction  of  criminal  business  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  have  found  an  indictment  against  the  city 
of  Boston  for  creating  and  maintaining  a  nuisance 
offensive  in  its  character  and  detrimental  to  the 
public  health,  near  Parker  street,  in  the  Highland 
District,  and  the  indictment  now  stands  for  trial 
in  said  court.  I  recommend  that  you  make  the 
earliest  possible  investigation  of  this  matter,  and 
if  a  nuisance  shall  be  found  to  exist,  for  which  the 
city  is  responsible,  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  in 
causing  its  abatement. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

communications  from  city  officers. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Annual  report  of 
the  trustees  (City  Doc.  69)  accepted  and  sent  down. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  referred, 
on  motion  of  ^ildcrman  Peters,  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Library: 

Boston,  Aug.  19, 1874. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council — 
The  Tiustees  of  the  I'ublic  Libraiy  herewith  re- 
spectfully submit  a  communication  from  J.  Hun- 
tington Wolcott,  Esq.,  in  relation  to  the  estate  of 
No.  48  Boylston  street,  owned  by  him,  and  adjoin- 
ing on  the  west  the  library  estate.  In  order  lo  right- 
ly understand  the  effect  of  the  lease  now  under 
consideration  of  the  owner,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  plan  of  these  two  adjoining  proper- 
ties which  accompanies  this  letter.  It  will  be 
seen  from  this  drawing  that  the  Wolcott  estate  is 
of  the  same  depth  as  that  belonging  to  the  city — 
extending  from  Boylston  street  to  Van  Rensselaer 
place.  In  place  of  the  present  ells,  which  do  not 
perceptibly  diminish  the  light  on  the  west  side  of 
the  library,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  building  at 
least  four  stories  high,  with  its  easterly  side  upon 
the  line  dividing  th  •  estates,  and  extending  as  far 
back  as  the  stable,  a  distance  of  103  teet.  These 
changes  will  largely  dimini-h  the  light  and  affect 
the  air  of  the  library  building.  Its  result  may 
easily  be  seen  by  any  one  inspecting  the  reading 
room  and  the  alcoves  of  Bates  Hall,  at  the  points 
where  these  two  apartments  are  at  present  over- 
shadowed by  the  Wolcott  dwelling  house  as  it  is 
built  out  to  the  line  of  the  property.  Under  the 
present  condition  of  public  affairs"  the  trustees 
cannot  advise  the  City  Government  to  make 
any  new  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
library.  But  they  nevertheless  deem  it  to  be 
their  duiy  to  give  information  of  the  dangers 
which  threaten  the  building  and  to  draw  attention 
to  the  results  of  the  proposed  change.  Respect- 
fully requesting,  ou   behalf   of   the  trustees,  an 
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early  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W. W.  Greenough, 
President  Trustees  of  Public  Library. 

Boston,  Aug.  11, 1874. 

If.  W.  Greenoufih,  Esq.,  President  Trustees  of 
Public  Library :  Dear  Sir— In  reply  ♦'o  your  note 
of  this  date,  I  beg  to  state  that  a  party  has  offered 
to  take  a  lease  of  my  estate,  48  Boylstou  street,  for 
a  term  of  ten  years  at  $8000  per  annum,  and  pay 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  cofet  of  improvements,  upon 
condition  of  my  making  certain  changes  in  the 
buildings  such  as  will  make  them  convenient  for 
his  business.  If  I  decide  to  accept  his  offer,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  take  down  that  portion  of  my 
house  which  is  in  the  lear  of  my  main  building, 
and  to  extend  that  building  on  the  line  of  my  lot 
adjoining  the  library  to  as  great  a  depth  as  can  be 
lighted  sufficiently.  I  have  the  right  to  avail  my- 
self of  the  space  between  my  lot  and  the  library 
building  for  light  and  air  so  long  as  that  building 
is  used  as  a  puDlic  building,  or  until  the  city  pay 
me  an  additional  sum  of  $7500  for  the  premises  I 
sold  to  them  for  the  use  of  the  library,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  extension  will  be  very 
considerable,  as  the  light  which  can  be  admitted 
on  the  side  wiU  be  use'd  to  supplement  the  light 
which  will  be  admitted  from  front  and  rear.  I 
cannot  now  determine  to  what  depth  the  main 
building  may  be  extended,  or  to  what  height  it 
may  be  erected.  The  stable  on  the  rear  of  my  lot 
will  probably  remain  at  present  without  any  ma- 
terial change.  I  prefer  to  lease  my  estate  rather 
than  sell,  bcin^  quite  content  to  take  my  chance 
as  to  its  value  in  the  future,  but  I  think  I  ought 
not  to  refuse  to  fell  it  to  the  city  for  the  library, 
and  I  will  lease  or  sell  it  if  I  canmake  satisfactory 
arrangements.  My  estate,  including  the  passage 
between  my  house  and  Mr.  Thorndike's,  contains 
about  7300  feet,  and  the  claim  for  .f  7500— if  the  city 
should  make  use  of  the  premises  I  conveyed  to 
the  city.  I  will  sell  my  estate  wiih  all  the  build- 
ings as  they  are,  and  all  rights  appertaining  to  it, 
for  .5200,000 ;  or  I  will  lease  it  for  ten  years  for 
$9000  and  taxes  per  annum,  and  will  agree  to  abide 
by  an  appraisement  of  its  value  at  the  time  of  the 
lermination  of  the  lease,  upon  condition  that  in 
any  event  I  shall  ne  paid  not  less  than  $175,000  net 
money — I  or  my  executors  shall  have  the  right  to 
elect  one  of  the  appraisers,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  one,  and  these  two  select  the  third. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

J.  Huntington  Wolcott. 

Pesignation.  A  communication  was  received 
from  iianiel  D.  Kelly,  resigning  his  office  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  to 
take  effect  on  and  after  Oct.  1. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to 
the  Committee  on  Kast  Boston  Fe/iies. 

JAIIi  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1541.60  for  the  jail  expenses 
for  August.    Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

REPOBTS  OF    COMMITTEES    SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports, and  reports  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  orders,  as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  J.  S.  Nickerson  et  at.,  that  Fourth 
street,  between  E  and  F,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks;  and  Manley  Howe,  for  leave  to  place  a 
lamp  post  in  sidewalk  of  374  Broadway.  Severally 
accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
crossings  and  macadamize  the  1-oadway  of  Marl- 
boreugh  street,  between  Dartmouth  and  Glouces- 
ter streets ;  also  to  build  the  cesspools  and  drains 
required  for  the  surface  drainage  of  said  street. 
Estimated  cost,  $15,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  S*"reets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
crossings  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Glouces- 
ter street,  between  Beacon  street  and  Common- 
wealth avenue;  also  to  build  the  cesspools  and 
drains  required  for  the  surface  drainage  of  said 
street.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave 
the  gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Pond 
street,  between  Centre  and  May  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  South  street,  between  Summer 


street  and  the  easterly  line  of  East  street,  with 
small  granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  ^8000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  South  street,  between  Summer 
street  and  the  easterly  line  of  East  street,  with 
small  granite  blocks.    JEstimated  cost,  $8000. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
C.  T.  Pierre  to  remove  within  sixty  days  all  ob- 
structions in  front  of  his  estate  on  Parker  street, 
Charlestown,  extending  over  the  line  of  said 
street. 

Passed. 

Not.ce  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company, 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  public 
safety  and  convenience  require  that  Main  street 
between  City  square  and  Austin  street,  ana  Bev- 
erly street  between  Causeway  street  and  Warren 
Bridge,  should  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks, 
and  that  said  coinpaay  be  directed  to  pave  on 
said  streets  the  space  occupied  by  its  tracks  with 
small  granite  blocks  ;  the  work  to  be  done  under 
the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  ex- 
pense of  laying  sidewalk  on  Providence  street  and 
Columbus  avenue  at  Providence  Depot,  as  re- 
ferred to  m  an  accompanying  schedule  fiom  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  re  f erred  an  or- 
der futhoiiziiig  the  (ommitteeon  Public  Build- 
ings to  purchase  land  and  erect  thereon  an  engine 
house  in  the  vicii  ity  of  Commercial  and  Fulton 
streets — Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  as  a  substitute  for  the  ori- 
ginal one : 

Ordereo,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Ctmncilthe 
ex'pense  of  hiring  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  location  of  a  Babcock  Fire  Extinguisher  and 
the  horses  and  men  connected  therewith,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets. 

The  order  was  read  twite  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  tne  Committee  on 
lolice — 

Report  recommending  the  approval  and  con- 
firmatioi  of  the  nomination  of  Jeremiah  B.  Sulli- 
van to  be  a  police  officer.  Accepted  and  nomina- 
tion confirmed. 

Report  on  petition  of  William  Dillaway — That 
the  city  keep  open,  ur  obstructed  and  in  proper  re- 
pair, a  passageway  nine  feet  wide  in  rear  of  the 
building  on  south  side  of  Eastern  avenue,  sub- 
mitting an  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  city  is  under  no  obligation  to 
keep  the  passageway  open  or  in  repair.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw. 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  1 
Boston,  Aug.  27, 1874.      ( 

Sir — As  I  understand  this  case  Mr.  Dillaway  has 
no  claim  for  relief  as  against  the  city  of  Boston. 
If  the  passageway  is  obstructed  in  violation  of  his 
rights,  he  must  for  redress  look  to  the  persons  who 
placed  or  maintain  the  obstructions  there.  The 
only  duty  resting  upon  the  city  iii  the  premises  is 
to  maintain  certain  portions  of  the  sea  wall,  and 
not  to  make  or  authorize  to  be  made  any  obstruc- 
tions in  the  passageway.  It  is  not  obliged  to  re- 
move obstructions  placed  there  by  otbers,  or  to 
keep  the  passageway  in  repair.  The  passageway 
being  a  ]jrivate  and  not  a  public  way,  the  city  can 
not  require  the  erection  of  a  fence  on  the  sea  wall 
of  the  abutters. 

"Very  respectfully  yours,  etc., 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Cutter,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Police. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Report  on  petitions  of  John  Shepard  ct  al., 
owners  of  horses,  that  trials  of  speeil  be  allowed 
during  certain  hour.s  of  the  day  on  a  portion 
of  Brighton  avenue  known  as  the  MUe  Ground — 
That  as  the  ordinances  now  in  force  restrict  the 
rate  of  speed  in  all  public  streets  or  ways  of  the 
city  to  six  mUes  an  hour,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  no  power  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners; the  committee  tberefoie  recommend  the 
reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
that  carries  with  it  the  removal  of  the  mounted 
police  force  from  the  Brighton  road,  or,  if  not, 
whether  the  Committee  on  Police  intend  to  re- 
move the  mounted  force  from  that  road. 
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Aldprmaii  Cutter— That  is  a  very  simple  (jues- 
tioii  to  nrisvvur.  'Ilie  Coiiimittce  On  I'olict;  will 
remove  no  force  in  order  to  allow  the  laws  to  be 
broken- 
Aldermen  Hall  —In  reply  to  that  It  t  me  say  that 
they  do  allow  the  laws  to  be  broken  every  day. 
The  same  ordinance  which  retjuires  the  police  to 
prevent  ])ersoiis  from  (lrivin}i;  faster  rlian  six 
miles  an  hour  in  the  city  requires  them  to  see  that 
no  one  drives  round  a  corner  faster  than  a  walk. 
Yet  this  same  Committee  on  Police  allow  that 
ordinance  to  be  broken  every  hour  of  the  day. 
Why  not  enforce  the  whole  law  as  well  as  a  part 
of  it?  If  one  i)aft  of  the  law  is  };ood,  the  whole  is 
good,  and  why  enforce  one  part  and  allow  the 
other  to  be  broken? 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Committee  on  Police  are 
no  more  responsible  for  the  mounted  police  than 
the  other  members  of  the  Board  are.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  is  a  member  of  this  Hoard  and 
voted  for  the  mounted  police.  The  Committee  on 
Police  will  see  that  the  laws  are  enforced. 

Alderman  Peters — The  execution  of  this  law  is 
desired  by  persons  who  live  in  that  vicinity.  If  a 
person  brings  in  a  i)etition  to  have  a  law  enforced 
at  some  special  point  where  it  is  broken  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  station  policemen 
there. 

Alderman  Hall— This  does  not  make  the  subject 
quite  clear.  It  appears  that  gentlemen  living  in 
that  vicinity  wish  to  have  the  law  enforced;  I 
guess  the  reason  is  tliey  take  exceptinn  to  a  cer- 
tain hotel  there,  nnd  in  order  to  ruin  that  hotel 
they  desire  to  have  fast  driving  stoi)ped.  Now 
there  is  not  another  city  in  this  country  where 
persons  cannot  speed  their  horses  without  going 
to  p  race  track.  lu  New  Yerk  they  have  a 
boulevard  ,-^  in  Providence  they  spent  a  large  sura 
of  money  last  year  to  construct  a  road  on  Narra- 
gausett  Bay,  where  people  can  exercise  their 
horses  at  speed  in  a  rational  way.  It  is  so  in 
every  other  city  in  the  Union.  Our  road  to  Brigh- 
ton is  a  time-honored  place.  But  there  has  been 
an  order  issued  to  prohibit  reckless  driving, 
and  what  does  that  mean?  Does  it  mean 
to  zigzag  from  one  side  of  the  road  to  the  other, 
or  driving  carefully  at  a  three-minute  speed?  It 
seems  to  have  been  settled  to  mean  driving  at 
speed,  and  an  order  has  been  issued  to  stop  it.  Is 
that  what  we  have  this  mounted  police  for?  I 
claim  that  we  have  a  right  to  drive  our  horses  at 
speed,  and  I  think  men  who  delight  in  and  possess 
fast  horses  should  be  allowe<l  an  opportunity  to 
enjoy  themselves  in  a  rational  way.  So  long  as  I 
am  a  member  of  this  Board  I  shall  insist  upon 
having  some  place  where  gentlemen  may  exercise 
their  hoi-ses  at  speed,  although  1  am  as  much  op- 
posed as  any  one  to  reckless  driving  on  the  public 
thoroughfares. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Chelsea  Bridge,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  twelve  hundred  dollars;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  tor  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licen-es  Granted— R.  M.  Field,  for 
Boston  Museum;  Thayer  &  Tompkins,  for  Boston 
Theatre :  Jonathan  Harrington,  to  give  veutiilo- 
quial  performances  in  Wards  16  and  17. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Edward  Daniels,  9 
Green  street;  Samuel  Hancock,  35  North  Ander- 
son street;  J.  O.  Templeton,  923  Tremont  street; 
Brockway  Brothers,  1028  Washington  street;  J.- 
Pickering Draper,  ( larendon  Hotel. 

Pawnbrokers'  Liccises  (iranted— Raphael  Ros- 
nosky,  197  South  street;  George  A.  Dewitt,  139 
Harrison  avenue. 

Licenses  for  Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles 
Granted— O'Hagan  &  Moil ahan,  55  Gouch  street; 
James  A.  Porter,  G  Yiiie  street,  Charlestown;  Ja- 
cob Hammelburg,  116  Dorchester  avenue ; 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — Maurice  Powers  and 
several  oihers  (transfers);  Jason  Gordon,  Glovers 
Corner,  Ward  16 ; 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Eliza  Portjr,  131 
Hudson  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred— Eliza  P.  Beebe  to 
Royanna  McAnaugh. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  Ackland, 
16  India  stjuare ;  Thomas  W.  Dolan,  626  Harrison 
avenue;  Irederic  Mull,  14  Cornhill;  Charles  H. 
Bow,  44  Hanover  street ;  John  H.  Lee,  corner  of 
Washington     and     Rockland   streets,    Brighton; 


Timothy  Saunders,.  195  Chelsea  street,  Charles- 
town;  'lercMice  Kilcy,  137  Kliot  street;  K.  J.  Sar- 
gent, (i  Indiana  place ;  M.  C.  Bunies,  H45  Washing- 
ton street;  A.  R.  &  M.  Tucker,  121  Friend  and  14 
Merrimac  streets;  Jacob  Weiuz,  23  Sudbury  street; 
Elijah  Mclntyre,  18  (ravers  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Kef  used— Henry  Rottler,6C9 
I'arker  street ;  C.  R.  Jones  &  Co.,  21  Kneeland 
street;  James  W.  McManiis,  361  Shawmut avenue; 
J.  C.  Young,  13  Chelsea  street,  Charlestown; 
(ieorge  Libby,  2  Harrison  avenue;  M.  B.  Bacha- 
racli,  298  Tremont  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered)  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
William  Heniley,  to  sell  j)apers,  be  ana  the  same 
is  hereby  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  rec- 
ommending the  granting  of  the  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables  oy  (ieorge  T.  Andrew,  Ar- 
cadia street;  Jacob  Bleiler,  .Mechanic  street, 
Ward  15;  John  Conner,  George  street.    Accepted.  " 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Leopold  Morse,  $5194,  widen.ng  of  Brattle  street; 
hcir-^  of  James  Cai berry,  §1350,  laying  out  and  ex- 
tension of  Quincy  place.  Sev^erally  lead  twice 
and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
eis — 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  J.  T.  Reed  et  al.  and  Henry  Souther, 
for  abatement  of  sewer  assessments.  Severally 
accepted. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  uetitions 
ot  M;is  sachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital  for  sewer 
in  Stoughton  street,  and  E.  D.  Biooks  et  al.,  that 
the  Phipps-street  sewer  be  extended.  Severally 
accepted. 

Ordered,  That  $50.78,  assessed  upon  Elizabeth 
Trowbridge  for  a  sewer  in  Albion  street,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Tuesday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  in  Chelsea  street,  between  Brooks  and 
Marion  streets;  in  Sixuh  street,  between  F  and 
Dorchester  street i;  and  in  Marcella  street,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Highland  streets,  when  all  par- 
ties objecting  thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard. 

vSevCially  read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  d'irecting  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows:  From  Dudley  to 
Quincy  street,  in  Quincy  street,  from  Quincy 
street  to  Lawrence  avenue,  through  private  land 
in  Lawrence  avenue,  and  in  Blue  Hill  avenue ;  in 
Putnam  street  between  White  street  and  tide 
water.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  E.  A.  White  et  al.,  that  Devonshire  street, 
from  Water  to  Milk  street,  be  paved  with  wood — 
Report  signed  by  himself  and  Alderman  Peters, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Devonshire  street,  between  Water 
and  Milk  streets,  with  wooden  pavement.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $2500. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading,  and  it  was  ordered. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  I  desire  to  place  myself  on 
record  against  using  wooden  pavements  in  streets 
where  there  will  be  so  much  travel  as  in  tliis  one, 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  in  principle  with  the 
gentleman  who  last  spoke,  but  as  he  last  week 
presented  a  report  in  favor  of  wood  pavenirutin 
Devonshire  street  from  State  to  Water  street,  and 
as  this  is  a  continuation  of  the  same  thing,  and  as 
this  Board  seems  to  have  established  the  princi- 
ple that  where  all  the  abutters  on  a  street  sign  a 
petition  for  wooden  pavement,  it  should  be  laid, 
1  signed  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed — yeas  11, 
nays  1,  Alderman  Cutter  voting  nay. 

Alderman  Emery  presented  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  77):   . 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave 
to  represent  that  an  adilitional  appropiatiou  is  re- 
quired to  complete  and  furnish  the  Bennett  Gram- 
mar Schoolhouse,  Briohton.  They  regret  the  ne- 
cessity of  coming  to  the  Governmentithus  early  in 
the  financial  year  for  an  additional  appropriation, 
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as  they  sujjiiosed  f loiii  the  information  i-eceived 
from  the  town  authorities  and  those  having  cliarge 
of  tlie  building  that  the  sum  of  $18,000  would  be 
sufficient  to  complete  the  work;  hence  that 
amount  was  appropii:<ted  in  May  last.  Following 
is  a  statement  of  expenditures  on  the  building  by 
the  town  of  Brighton  and  the  city  of  IJoston  to 
date: 

EKpended  by  the  town  of  Brighton— Paid  for 
land  and  examination  of  title,  $12,925.00;  paid  for 
labor,  jpl551.50;  paid  for  sand  and  cement,  $841.75; 
paid  for  building  foundation,  11355.44;  paid  for 
stone  and  brick.  $7529.03;  paid  for  architect, 
$1500 ;  paid  for  carpentry,  $4900 ;  paid  for  masonry, 
$WO0;  paid  for  building  wall,  *810.75;  paid  for 
labor  and  stock,  $100.75;  paid  for  surveyor,  $134.50. 

Expended  by  the  city  of  J  Boston — Paid  for  car- 
pentry, $9500;  masonry,  $10,600;  heating  appara- 
tus, $4500;  brick,  $1495.30;  advertising,  $30.38; 
grading  grounds,  $269.50.    Total,  $26,395.18. 

Total  expenditures,  $64,443.90. 

Statement  of  Appropriation — Appropriation  by 
the  town  of  Brighton,  $50,000;  expenditures  by 
the  town,  $38,048.72;  transferred  and  used  for 
other  purposes,  $1451.28;  balance  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  $10,500;  appropriated  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, $18,000;  expenditure,  by  the  citv,  $26,395.18; 
balance,  2014.82. 

The  estimated  amount  reqiarcd  on  account  of 
said  buiUliug  is  as  follows :  Mason's  contract  (bal- 
ance), $4995;  carpenter's  contract  (balance),  $9000; 
hsating  appa'-atus,  $785;  brick,  $102;  furnituie, 
$4,300;  bai.k  wall  in  front,  $450;  additional  grad- 
ing, $350;  architect's  fees  (balance),  $2000;  out- 
buildings, etc.  (contracted  for),  $6262;  extras  anfl 
contingencies,  $1500;  lotal.  $29,744.  Less  balance 
of  appropriation,  $2104.82;  to  be  provided  for, 
$27,639.18.  The  committee  would,  therefore,  re- 
spectfully request  an  additiou.il  appropriation  of 
$27,700.    For  the  comunttee, 

HiiiAM  E.-M£BY,  Chairman. 

The  request  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  the  annual  repoit 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  which  was  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

By  Alderman  Worthingtoi;,  for  the  Committee 
on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board  — 

Order  of  notice  to  John  Keene,  Hannah  M.  Fair- 
banks, Jacob  H.  Curlier,  Levi  Ferry,  Catherine 
Mitchell,  Mary  A.  Chase,  heirs  of  Emily  South- 
wick,  Ira  Foster  and  all  others  interested,  to  re- 
move obstructions  proiecting  over  the  lines  of 
Charles  street,  Ward  16,  as  laid  out  bj  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  Aug.  3,  1874. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buih'ings — 

Report  that  among  the  unfinished  business  of 
last  year  referred  to  them  was  the  order  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  of  connecting 
steam  pumps  with  stean  boilers  in  the  several 
city  bnililings.  They  have  considered  the  subject, 
and  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  locate  a  steam 
pump  in  City  Hall.  Oiily  since  the  providing  of  a 
new  boiler  and  the  necessai'y  apparatus  for  tne 
elevator  has  it  been  possible  to  make  such  a 
machine  available.  By  connection  with  hose, 
water  can  be  thrown  to  all  parts  of  the  City  Hall 
and  on  to  the  adjoining  buildings.  Said  numps, 
however,  cannot  be  made  available  in  other  city 
buildings  where  steam  apparatus  is  in  use,  from 
the  fact  that  the  apparatus,  being  only  intended 
for  heating,  cannot  be  used  for  mechanical  pur- 
poses. They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buila- 
ings  be  authorized  to  provide  a  steam  pump  for 
the  City  Hall,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  directed  to  report 
on  that  portion  of  the  Mayor's  address  recom- 
mending the  furnishing  of  better  and  additional 
accommodations  for  the  temporary  care  of  insane 
persons — 

Report  that  they  have  considered  the  sub- 
ject, and  find,  upon  conferring  with  the 
Chief  of  Police,  that  there  is  no  proper  place  for 
the  retention  of  such  unfortunates  during  an  in- 
vestigation of  their  cases  by  the  proper  author- 
ities. They  report  that  a  room  can  be  obtained  in 
the  Court  House,  and  fitted  up  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  provide  better  accommodations  than  any 
now  in  me  in  the  station  houses. 


On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  report 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  with  inetructions  to  report  the  location 
of  said  room  and  the  estimated  expense  of  adapt- 
ing it  for  the  piu'pose. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  tor  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  —  Report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  following  rooms  in  City  Hall 
be  assigned  as  follows,  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen :  The  Commicree  on  Pav- 
ing in  the  room  recently  vacated  by  the  Inspector 
of  Milk;  the  Committee  and  Superintendent  of 
Priming  in  the  room  vacated  by  the  Committee 
on  Paving ;  the  retiring  room  of  the  Common 
Council  to  be  used  jointly  by  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  and  the  Park  Commissioners. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  BigeJow,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  fountain  in  Independence  square; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  order  was 
put  on  its  passage  by  taking  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— A  quection  has  arisen  in  my 
mind  whether  we,  being  unable  to  supply  the 
fountains  on  the  Common  with  water,  could  af- 
ford water  to  allow  this  one  to  play.  I  believe 
that,  except  in  the  district  where  I  reside,  public 
fountains  are  seldom  seen  playing.  If  there  is 
sulScient  water  to  supply  the  fountains  in  South 
Boston  I  am  alad  to  know  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  this  fountain  to  be  sup- 
plied by  the  high  service  V 

Alderman  Powe  — I  do  not  presume  the  foun- 
tain will  be  completed  this  year,  and  there  will 
not  be  any  need  of  a  supply  of  water  for  it.  In 
laying  out  Independence  square  preparation  was 
made  for  a  fountain,  and  th  s  year  the  money  was 
appropriated  for  it.  There  ai  e  fountains  in  all 
parts  of  the  city  except  South  Boston.  This  is  the 
finest  square  in  South  Boston,  and  1  hoiie  this  ar- 
rangement for  a  fountain  will  be  carried  out  as 
int'jiided.  I  am  in  hoijes  that  we  shall  have  water 
enough  next  year  to  use  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  would  be  better  to  hav.e 
this  order  lie  over  for  one  week,  so  that  we  can 
obtain  some  information  in  regard  to  it.  It  will 
not  Ve  good  policy  to  erect  fountains  and  keep 
them  dry,  for  they  do  not  look  well.  If  it  is  going 
to  be  supplied  from  the  high  service,  that  cannot 
be  done  until  we  put  in  more  pumps.  It  is  waste- 
ful to  spend  money  for  fountains  when  you  have 
no  water  for  them. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  beg  to  correct  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown.  In  the 
section  of  the  city  where  I  live  the  fountains  have 
been  playing  this  summer,  and  that  has  been  the 
case  tor  two  or  three  yeais.  There  has  never  been 
a  lack  of  water  in  that  section. 

Alderman  Han  is— Both  sections  are  supplied 
from  the  same  source. 

Alderman  Power — There  is  i  o  immediate  hurry 
about  this  order,  but  I  hope  gentlemen  will  look 
into  the  svibject.  It  was  delayed  last  year  because 
it  wovild  cost  $6000,  but  now  it  can  be  done  for 
$4000.  The  fountain  will  be  an  ornament  to  the 
square  whether  it  plays  or  not,  and  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pass,  although  there  is  no  need  of  hurry. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  erect  an  iron 
fence  around  the  square  on  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue, between  Exeter  and  Fairfield  streets ;  also  to 
raise  the  grade  of  said  square,  cover  it  with  loam 
and  sods  and  lay  out  walks  over  the  same ;  the  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  thiee  hundred  dollars  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  triangular  lot  bounded  by  Eagle, 
Trenton  and  Prescott  streets.  East  l'>osto"n ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ajipropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollar^,  in  addition 
toXhe  appropriation  heretofore  made,  for  the  im- 
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l)r()venient  of  Wasliiiinton  park;  said  sum  to  be 
charfri'd  to  the  aiipropriation  tor  Coiniiioii  and 
I'ulilic  (irouiids. 

Severally  read  twice  and  i)asscd. 

Report  rejiresenting  that  under  an  order  ot  the 
Koard  of  Aliieruien,  approved  May  12,  1874,  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  set  the  edgestones  and 
paved  the  gutters  around  Madison  square,  and 
assessed  the  Department  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  as  an  abutter  upon  the  street,  the  sum 
of  §700.  As  the  amount  was  not  included  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  present  financial  year,  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  the  assessment  to  the'Couimit- 
tee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

HOME  FOB  THE  POOK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  lor  live  o'clock,  viz., 
orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  "Home  for 
the  Poor"  on  the  "Austin  Farm,"  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  5?385,O00 ;  and  requesting  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  to  report  an  or  er  providing  the 
means. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Alderman  Emery— As  there  are  some  gentleniei* 
in  this  Board  who  desire  more  accurate  informa- 
tion as  to  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  erec- 
tion of  this  building,  1  move  that  the  report  and 
orders  on  the  subject  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, with  instructions  to  procure  proposals  for 
erecting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
so  called,  in  Ward  17,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  approved  by  said  committee, 
and  report  to  either  branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Peters^Since  this  subject  first  came 
before  the  Board  I  have  given  it  some  investiga- 
tion,  and  as  I  shall  vote  against  the  orders  which 
were  specially  assigned  for  this  afternoon,  and 
also  against  the  motion  just  madej  perhaps  it 
would  be  best  for  me  to  give  some  reasons.  First 
is  the  financial  aspect  of  aif.  irs.  The  high  rate  of 
taxation  showH  the  necessity  of  exercisirg  as 
much  economy  as  possible.  A  great  many  ap- 
peals have  been  made  to  our  sympathies.  We 
have  been  told  that  poor  men  had  to  crawl  upon 
their  hands  and  knees  to  their  beds  in  the  attic, 
Kow,  not  one  has  been  obliged  to  sleep  in  this  lit- 
tle den.  There  are  accommodations  for  112  per- 
sons, and  it  is  only  when  we  put  in  120  or  more 
that  they  have  to  sleep  in  that  building.  That 
number  of  worthy  old  men  can  always  have  good 
rooms  on  the  second  floor.  In  regard  to  the  old 
women  at  Deer  Island,  the  best  class  say  they 
would  rather  stay  there  than  go  to  the  Austin  farm. 
I  believe  myself  that  the  boys  and  girls  shoulJ 
be  removed  from  a  iienal  inland,  where  they  are 
surrounded  with  demoralizing  influences.  But 
we  are  not  so  crowded  for  room  as  some  gentle- 
men would  make  out.  The  city  of  Chavlestown 
had  a  poorhouse  which  could  easily  accommodate 
100  inmates.  Of  the  forty  there  now,  nine  are 
boarded  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  other  cities  at 
$d  a  week,  showing  that  we  have  hotel  accommo- 
dations for  out-of-town  paupers.  That  building 
could  be  used  for  the  boys,  and  as  soon  as  the 
Board  of  Health  locate  the  new  smallpox  hospital 
the  Marcella-street  Hospital  could  be  used 
for  children  of  the  other  sex.  Then,  too, 
a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin 
farm  would  be  distinct  and  separated  from  the 
buildings  at  Deer  Island, and  the  expense  incurred 
would  he  largely  incieased.  The  cooking  and 
work  at  Deer  Island  is  done  largely  by  criminal 
women,  costing  nothing;  the  bread  is  made  and 
sent  over  in  a  boat  every  day.  These  are  the  rea- 
sons why  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  useless  exijense  to 
erect  this  building,  and  one  wiiicli  we  should  not 
sanction  at  this  time  especially.  Therefore  I  shall 
vote  against  the  original  orders  and  against  the 
motion  to  recommit. 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  propose, at  this  time, 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  this  question  of  erecting 
a  Home  for  the  Poor.  The  statements  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  17  have  been  made  so  many 
times  within  the  last  ten  years  in  this  Government 
that  I  think  there  is  no  member  who  has  any  de- 
sire to  discuss  them  again.  I  supposed  that  it  was 
settled  last  year  that  it  was  the  policy  of  this  City 
Government  to  have  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  I  sup- 
posed that  question  had  been  finally  settled.  For 
the  past  ten  years  it  has  been  the  opinion  at 
City  Hall  that  we  should  have  a  Home  for  the 
Poor,  and  the  only  question  was  where  it  should  be 
located,  and  1  presumed  that  the  purchase  of  the 
Austin  farm  last  year  settled  the  question  of  loca- 
tion.   When  these  plans  were  first  presented  1  did 


not  suppose  there  would  be  any  discussion  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  general  question,  as  the  City 
Goveiiimeut  had  <iecided  upon  a  certain  line  of 
jiolicy,  and  made  a  purchase  in  order  to  carry  it 
out,  and  unless  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
should  be  found  I  suppo-ed  the  succeeding  Got- 
ernment  would  carry  out  that  policy.  If  that  is 
not  the  ca.se,  if  one  City  Government  is  to 
adopt  a  policy  after  long  discussion,  and  the 
next  Government  is  going  to  pay  no  re- 
gard to  that  policy,  you  must  see  that 
It  will  prove  suicidal.  It  would  seem 
as  if  a  succeeding  Government  cannot  be 
trusted  to  carry  out  a  policy  initiated  by  its  prede- 
cessor. In  such  a  case,  what  are  we  to  do?  Can 
we  go  on,  year  after  year,  in  that  wav?  If  we  do, 
we  cannot  know  where  we  are  to  land.  I  have 
always  been  opposed  to  commissi  ins  upon  general 
principles,  I  voted  against  the  Fire  Commission, 
but  I  voted  for  the  Water  Commission  becau.<^e 
there  was  a  necessity  for  a  change  of  poacy  in 
that  department — a  change  wdiicn  the  strongest 
anti-coinmission  men,  whose  o])positioi)  to 
commissions  is  inherent— acknowledged.  Those 
men  think  the  water  supply  must  be  look- 
ed after  better  than  it  can  be  under 
the  present  arrangement,  and  they  favor 
change.  But  I  do  not  care  to  discuss  that 
question.  I  am  naturally  opposed  to  commissions, 
but  if  no  settled  policy  can  be  earned  out,  what 
can  we  do  ?  What  other  alternative  is  there  but 
to  vote  for  commissions?  Unless  the  Govern- 
ment of  1875  carries  out,  to  some  extent,  what  we 
undertake,  where  shall  we  land?  That  is  one 
reason  why  I  sui)posed  there  would  be  no  par- 
ticular opposition  to  this  measure,  if  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  suspisious  circumstances  attend- 
ing it,  and  gentlemen  know  whether  or  not  that  is 
the  case  just  as  well  as  I  do.  I  will  not  now  answer 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
17.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary.  This  lecom- 
mittal  will  do  no  damage.  It  will  give  us  more 
information  than  we  possess  as  to  the  cost  of  this 
structure,  and  will  cost  nothing.  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  sees  no  objection  to  that,  as 
it  will  not  deplete  the  treasury,  and  no  gentleman 
opposed  to  the  measure  can  'object  to  getting  aa 
estimate  of  the  cost. 

Alderman  Peters— In  reply  to  what  the  gentle- 
man said  in  regi,rd  to  commissions,  I  wi-h  to  say 
that  it  is  weU  known  that  the  City  Government 
conducts  its  business  independent  of  the  com- 
missions; its  policy  is  independent  of  the  com- 
missions. Even  the  ordinance  to  establish  a  Water 
commission  says  that  it  shall  be  at  all  times  sub- 
ject to  the  City  Council.  I  shall  not  oppose  the 
present  motion  on  the  ground  of  expense,  but 
because  I  do  not  want  any  suspense.  One  other 
matter  on  which  our  sj-mpathies  have  been  ap- 
pealed to,  and  that  is  the  separation  of  aged  mar- 
ried couples.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  the  super- 
intendent of  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island  which 
says — 

"There  is  at  present  but  one  married  couple  on 
the  islands  and  they  are  here  temporarily.  The 
cases  are  rare  where  both  husband  and  wife  are 
here  at  the  same  time.  I  do  not  think  of  but  one 
case  since  I  have  I  een  here." 

At  that  rate,  rather  than  build  this  structure 
we  had  better  board  the  old  married  couples  at 
the  Revere  House. 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  quite  understand  this 
motion  to  recommit  the  report  and  orders  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to  repoit  what 
it  will  cost  to  build  this  Home  for  the  Poor.  I 
supposed  that  when  we  should  conclude  to  build 
a  Home  for  the  Poor,  we  would  appropriate  the 
money  and  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions 
would  spend  it.  If  there  is  nothing  underlying 
the  motion,  I  cannot  see  the  intent  of  it.  I  am 
not  in  favoi  of  taking  any  out'^ide  course.  'If  it 
is  right  for  us  to  build  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  should  do  it ;  and 
if  there  is  good  and  sufficient  reason  for  recom- 
mittal, I  have  not  heard  it,  and  should  be  glad  to 
have  it  made  clear. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  in  favor  of  tak- 
ing this  course  for  building  the  Home  for  the 
Poor.  At  the  commencement  of  this  agitation 
one  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  wlio  has  fought 
this  order  as  hard  as  any  one,  said  we  had  not  be- 
gun right,  and  we  should  have  advertised  for 
plans  and  proposals  that  we  might  get  a  building 
for  less  expense,  and  that  we  were  building  a  pa- 
latial residence.  This  motion  proposes  to  meet 
that  objection,  and  it  is  just  what  he  wants.  We 
can  advertise  for  plans  at  a  trifling  expense,  and 
if  we  can  get  anything  at   a   less   cost  which  will 


SEPTEMBER 


1874 


50^^ 


answer  every  piirijose,  every  man  at  this  Board 
who  favors  this  measure  will  vote  for  it.  The 
natural  course  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  who  can  advertise  for  plans 
which  can  be  approved  by  the  City  Council,  who 
will  then  refer  the  mattei  to  the  directors  for  com- 
pletion. Some  of  the  directors  are  elected  for 
three  years  and  hold  over,  and  the  committee 
think  it  proper  that  the  directors  should  have 
charge  of  the  erection  of  the  building.  The  di- 
rectors have  recommended  these  plans  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Council,  and  in  this  mo- 
tion we  are  asked  to  ascertain  the  cost  of 
erecting  the  building.  Every  man  at  this 
Board  Knows  v/e  have  got  to  do  something 
to  take  care  of  our"  poor.  The  increase 
of  criminals  has  been  so  fast  that  before  next 
year  we  shall  need  the  whole  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry for  that  purpose.  I  have  here  some 
figures  giving  the  increase  during  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  which  show  hov  fast  that  building 
is  tilling  up,  not  by  the  poor,  but  by  sentences  in 
the  courts.  For  the  week  ending  June  4  the  in- 
crease was  23;  June  11,  decrease,  14;  June  18,  in- 
crease, 29;  June  25,  increase,  14;  July  2,  increase, 
IC;  Julv  9,  increase,  15;  July  16,  decrease,  3;  July 
23,  increase,  20;  July  30,  increase,  8;  Aug.  6,  in- 
crease, 11 ;  Aug.  13,  increase,  41 ;  Aug.  20,  increase, 
30:  Aug.  27,  iacrease,  31.  The  increase  of 
cnmiiials  sentenced  to  the  House  of  Industry 
since  last  January  has  been  1G7.  If  it  goes  on  that 
way  till  next  January  we  shall  require  all  of  that 
building  for  the  House  of  Industry.  We  really 
require  it  now,  as  every  member  of  this  Board 
who  has  been  down  to  Deer  Is  land  and  seen  the 
number  of  beds  placed  in  the  corridors,  knows. 
In  one  coi  ridor  the-e  are  beds  on  each  side  with 
hardly  room  enough  to  pass  between  them,  so 
large  is  the  number  of  inmates.  On  the  men's 
side  one  row  of  beds  extends  the  whole  length 
of  the  corridor,  showing  that  the  only 
recourse  now  is  to  remove  the  poor  and 
give  up  the  whole  building  to  the  House 
of  Industry.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  int« 
a  discussion  of  the  question.  We  all  admit  that 
something  is  necessarv  to  be  done  for  the  poor. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  17  admits  that  we  have 
got  to  have  some  other  place  for  them,  and  would 
he  have  us  farm  out  our  poor  at  different  places? 
Is  that  a  proper  way  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  sup- 
port its  poor  ?  Would  he  have  us  send  a  portion 
«f  the  children  to  the  Marcella-street  building, 
where  the  land  can  be  sold  for  almost  enough  to 
pay  for  this  whole  structure  ?  and  send  the  others 
to  the  poorhouse  at  Brighton  ?  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  one  City 
trovernment  should  perfect  the  policy  adopt- 
ed by  its  predecessor.  If  one  Government, 
after  years  of  discussion,  adopts  a  measure,  and 
the  succeeding  one  turns  right  round  and  undoes 
it  all,  then  the  only  recourse  for  us  is  to  have  com- 
missions. We  must  have  a  little  permanency  in 
our  city  affairs ;  that  is  the  only  true  course  to 
adopt.  Let  us  advertise  for  pioposals  for  this 
building,  aud  see  if  we  cannot  get  it  erected  for 
less  than  $300,000.  That  is  what  this  one 
will  cost  today.  Many  builders  think  it  can 
be  done  for  that.  But  if  we  can  get  it 
for  less  than  that,  let  us  improve  the  opportunity, 
now  that  labor  is  plenty,  wages  low,  and  materials 
cheap,  and  when  there  are  i  o  many  persons  to 
whom  we  must  either  give  work  or  else  support 
them.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  tells  about  a 
fountain  in  South  Boston  which  would  have  cost 
$(>000  last  year  and  will  cost  only  $4000  now.  We 
should  take  the  same  opportunity  to  build  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  that  he  wouUl  take  to  construct  that 
fountain. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  seems  to  think  that  -something  will  be 
gained  by  delay  in  this  matter,  and  yet  he  would 
show  by  his  statistics  that  delay  is  dangerous.  He 
shows  the  multiplicity  of  our  jjaupers,  and  yet  he 
asks  for  delay.  The  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions have  thoroughly  sifted  this  case,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  he  wants  to  sift  it  any  more.  It  shows 
that  he  has  not  confidence  in  the  report  of  that 
committee.  I  do  no*^  like  to  see  gentlemen  taking 
the  back  track.  I  do  not  think  he  has  any  right 
to  stand  up  here  and  say  no  member  of  this  Board 
will  object  to  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  AVorthington — I  said  there  was  no 
«ne  here  but  wh  >  must  acknowledge  that  we  need 
more  facilities  for  the  care  of  our  poor. 

Alderman  Cutter — He  can  soften  his  remarks  if 
he  chooses,  but  he  insists  that  we  must  have  more 
facilities.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  said, 
we  have  a  pauper  house  in  Charlestovvn  that  is  not 


half  fuU,  and  we  take  boarders  for  nine  dollars  a 
week  apiece  ficm  Cambridge  and  Sonierville.  We 
have  also  an  emjity  pauper  house  in  Brighton, 
and  the  Marcella-street  Hospital  is  not  occupied. 
'I'hey  need  not  stay  out  of  doors  while  we  have 
such  a  poorhouse  as  Wilson's  Hotel  in  Brighton 
unoccupied.  Yet,  with  all  these  facilities,  he  would 
impose  upon  the  taxpayers  by  building  a  house  as 
large  as  any  hotel  at  Saratoga  to  put  our  poor  in. 
That  ii  hi*  idea  of  taking  care  of  the  poor.  It  is 
all  very  well  if  you  are  using  your  own  money. 
But  when  you  are  to  do  it  at  the  expense  of 
others,  I  say  beware  how  you  act.  Beware  how 
you  ao  it  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers.  No 
pauper  in  this  city  is  out  of  doors  today  "oecause 
of  having  no  place  to  be  takeu  care  of  in,  and  if 
we  go  on  annexing  as  we  have,  and  take  in  Cam- 
bridge, Chelsea  and  Somerville,  as  we  may,  there 
will  be  additional  facilities.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  objection  to  the  delay  proposed  by 
the  gentleman's  motion.  Still  it  is  a  mUk-and- 
water  motion.  If  this  matter  is  sent  back  to  the 
other  branch  I  know  it  will  never  get  such 
a  vote  as  it  got  before.  I  hear  complaints 
that  the  merit  ■;  of  the  question  were  not 
exhibited  there,  and  when  they  are  you 
will  see  more  voting  agaii;St  it.  So  I  apprehend 
that  the  more  delay  you  have  the  more  your  case 
will  be  weakened.  Yet  those  who  favor  the  meas- 
ure ask  for  delay,  and  I  have  no  objections.  I  am 
informed  that  membeis  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  I'ublic  Institutions,  excent  those  who  reside  in 
South  Boston,  oppose  this  location  on  the  Austin 
farm.  I  cannot  say  so  from  my  own  knowledge, 
but  I  have  heard  so. 

Aldeiman  Emeiy— As  one  of  the  friends  of  the 
measure,  I  am  willing  tc  take  my  chances  on  this 
delay,  and  I  ask  that  when  the  question  is  taken  it 
be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Power— I  cannot  imagine  what  au- 
thority the  gentleman  from  Ward  (J  has  to  make 
such  an  assertion  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  I  have  not  heard  but  one  exjiress  an 
opinion  adverse  to  the  Austin  tarm,  and  I  have 
heard  one  in  favor  of  keeping  the  institutions  at 
Deer  Island.  It  is  well  known  that  one  of  the 
dircBtors  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  have 
all  the  institutions  there  together.  But  1  chink  I 
am  warranted  in  saying  that  a  majority  of  the  di- 
rectors want  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  They 
have  expressed  that  opinion  strongly  every  vear 
in  their  reports  to  this  Board.  I  think  I 
have  endeavored  to  be  as  careful  and  as  tena- 
cious for  the  interest  and  lights  of  the  taxpayers 
as  any  other  member  of  thi^  Board.  But  I  am 
aware  that  it  has  got  to  be  quite  the  fashion  that 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  special  pleas  for  the 
taxpayers  are  in  order.  It  becomes  necessary  to 
make  them  more  vehement  and  strong,  and  put 
them  in  more  forcible  language  than  at  other  sea- 
sons. Now  I  do  i.ot  believe  that  the  taxpayers  de- 
sire to  have  three  or  tour  hundred  young  persons 
surrounded  year  after  year  by  criminals.  And 
that  is  what  is  done  at  Deer  Island  today.  No  one 
can  deny  it  who  will  vi  it  the  place.  They  are  all 
mixed  up,  and  the  innocent  poor  and  the  criminals 
are  in  constant  association,  and  one  vicious 
boy  will  demoralize  fifty  little  children.  If  you 
want  to  jjerpetuate  this  system,  and  continue  this 
state  of  things,  defeat  this  measure.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6,  who  opposed  this  measure,  has 
changed  his  opinion.  He  advocated  the  Austin 
farm  last  year.  What  evidence  has  he  had  to 
change  his  mind  ?  The  evidence  in  favor  of  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  keeps  accumulating  year 
afier  year.  The  gentleman  from  the  Highland 
District  has  shown  the  statistics  of  the  con- 
stant increase  of  criminals,  and  nobody  can 
question  them.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  G 
says  the  delay  is  asked  for  because  we  hope 
to  gain  something  by  it.  Gentlemen  have 
given  reasons  why  a  proper  commencement 
has  not  been  made,  and  say  that  a  correct  idea  of 
the  cost  should  have  been  given.  The  adoption  of 
thismotijn  will  give  that  to  them.  Instead  of 
desiring  delay,  we  want  to  give  the  strongest 
proof  that  we  want  better  accommodations,  and 
I  think  delay  will  convince  every  one  of  the  im- 
perative need  of  better  facilities  for  caring  for 
the  poor  than  we  have  at  Deer  Island. 

Alderman  Cutter — If  the  Alderman  will  read 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  last  year,  he  will 
see  that  my  name  is  attached  to  the  report  in 
favor  of  a  location  on  Neponset  •iver.  One  rea- 
son why  I  voted  for  that  farm  was  to  prevent  the 
buying"  of  this  one  at  twice  its  valuation,  I  think 
I  can  claim  some  credit  for  saving  the  city  |G0,000, 
for  if  I  had  attached  my  name  to  the  report  in 
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favor  of  tliis  farm,  I  believe  it  would  have  been 
boujrht,  as  I  saw  that  members  were  bouucl  to  buy 
!-ome  farm.  Wo  iiot'd  not  lose  aiythinj;  on  this 
l)laco.  I  think  it  an  improper  ))laco  on  which  to 
irecta  Home  for  the  I'oor.  The  access  to  it  will 
be  (Ufticiill;  the  transportation  of  supplies  will  be 
heavy  and  expensive,  while  we  could  transport 
them  to  Neponset  by  rail  or  steam. 

Alderman  I'rescott — I  do  not  understand  the 
tenor  of  this  motion  as  explained  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Tublic  Institutions,  who  said 
it  met  the  objections  of  one  who  had  strenuously 
opposed  this  matter  from  the  beginning.  I  sup- 
posed that  had  reference  to  me,  and  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  the  motion  which  is  that  the  orders 
be  recommitted  'with  instructions  to  procure 
proposals  for  erecting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17,  in  accordance 
with  plans  and  specifications  approved  by  said 
committee,"  etc.  My  objection,  as  I  have  repeatedly 
stated  before,  is  that  there  has  been  no  competition 
in  the  matter  of  plans.  My  idea  was  that  the 
whole  matter  of  plans  should  be  put  in  competition 
among  the  architects  of  this  and  other  cities,  and 
that  they  .should  present  to  the  Board  of  Directors, 
who  should  present  to  this  Government,  plans  for 
a  Home  for  the  Poor  upon  a  given  cost,  which 
seemed  to  me  to  be  the  most  economical.  But 
this  motion  simply  provides  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions  shall  procure  proposals  in 
accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  ap- 
proved, not  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifi- 
cations to  be  approved  by  the  committee.  This 
motion,  I  understand,  is  to  ascertain  the  cost  of 
building  a  structure  by  the  plans  which 
have    alreadv   been   submitted   to   us.      I   must 


say  that  that  docs  not  answer  my  objections.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  said  tliat  this  matter 
was  to  be  put  in  competition.  It  is  to  Ite  i)Ut  in  com- 
petition among  mechanics,  but  not  among  archi- 
tects. I  think  these  plans  call  for  a  more  elabor- 
ate structure  than  we  demand  for  the  paupers  of 
this  city.  I  do  not  desire  to  disc  iss  the  merits 
of  the  general  question.  The  subject  of  commis- 
sions has  been  dragged  in,  and  I  believe  that  if 
we  had  a  paid  commission  of  men  they  probably 
would  not  stake  their  reputation  upon  plans  of  this 
kind  for  a  home  for  our  paupers  tor  the  next  five 
years.  I  do  not  desire  to  go  into  the  matter  of  lo- 
cation, but  I  think  the  statement  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  is  pertinent,  ana  I  think  that  the  Di- 
rectors of  Public  Institutions  are  oppo-ired  to  the 
location  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  upon  the  Austin 
farm.  As  this  motion  relates  simply  to  the  i)lans 
before  us,  and  as  those  plans  are  on  a  more  elabo- 
rate and  costly  scale  than  they  should  be,  I  for  one 
am  opposed  to  this  motion. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Emery  to  recommit, 
with  instructions  to  advertise  for  proposals,  etc, 
was  adopted— yeas  9,  nays  3— and  sent  down  for 
concurrence. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Emery,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins,  AVorthington 
—9. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hall,  Peters,  Prescott— 3. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  next  Tuesday,  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.  After  brief  discussion  Alderman  Peters 
moved  to  amend  by  making  the  hour  five  o'clock. 
The  amendment  was  lost,  the  motion  of  Alderman 
Prescott  was  adopted,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Hall  the  Board  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  Sept.  8,  at 
4  P.M. 
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Hrflccfiiings  of  %  Cflmmfln  Cflimcil, 


SEPTEMBER  8,  1874. 


Death  of  Councilman  HILLMAN  E.  BAHNES  of  Ward  11. 


The  Common  Council  met  at  noon  in  special  ses- 
sion, President  Shepard  in  the  chair,  to  take  ac- 
tion on  the  death  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  a  member 
from  Ward  ]]. 

The  call  of  the  Mayor  was  read  by  the  President, 
and  by  unanimous  consent  placed  on  file. 

The  followinj?  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Goldthwaite  of  V\  ard  11  and  read  by  the  Presi- 
dent: 

Whereas,  His  honor  the  Mayor  has  conveyed  to 
the  Common  Council  the  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  Hillman  b.  Barnes,  a  representative  from  the 
Eleventh  Ward  of  the  city  of  Boston — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed  as- 
sociate and  f liend  the  City  Government  and  citi- 
zens of  Boston  havt  lost  the  services  of  an  intelli- 
gent and  faithful  public  servant,  whose  honesty 
of  purpose  and  geniality  of  disposition  have  en"- 
deareii  him  to  all  with  "whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  be  requested  to  convey  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  and  especially  to  those  who  have 
been  made  orphans  by  this  sudden  dispensation, 
the  expression  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their 
sad  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  to 
the  deceased,  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil will  attend  the  funeral  ceremonies  in  a  body; 
and  that  the  President  and  five  members  appoint- 
ed by  him  be  a  committee  to  make  the  necessarv 
arrangements  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  suit- 
ably engrossed  by  the  clerk,  be  transmitted  to 
the  family  .)f  the  deceased. 

Upon  the  question  of  their  passage  to  a  second 
reading,  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  remarked  upon  the 
difficulty  of  realizing  that  the  robust,  m^i  ly  form 
of  his  friend  had  concealed  the  fatal  disease  that 
had  unexpectedly  taken  him  away,  and  that  the 
members  should  never  meet  him  in  the  Council 
chamber  again.  His  frank  and  generous  character 
was  worthy  of  imitatiou,  his  lionestv  of  purpose 
was  apparent  in  his  countenance,  and  his  judg- 
ments were  the  convictions  of  his  heart.  Pie- 
emiuentlyof  a  cheerful  disposition,  he  made  many 
friends,  and  a  large  circle  would  lament  his  loss. 
The  lesson  of  the  hour  .should  be  to  so  imitate  his 
virtues  that  it  should  be  said  of  his  associates,  as 
they  now  testified  of  him,  he  strived  in  all  things 
honestly  to  do  his  duty. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  though  not  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  the  deceased,  had  learned  to  ap- 
preciate his  geniality  during  his  fellowship  with 
him  in  public  affairs.  His  open  hand  and  sympa- 
thizing heart  were  no  less  noticeable  in  his  course 
as  a  trustee  of  the  City  Hospital  than  in  his  deal- 
ings with  the  members  ot  the  C(-uncil  generally 
and  with  his  closest  friends  His  interest  in  whau 
devolved  upon  him  was  of  the  most  earnest  and 
honest  character,  and  it  was  well  that  the  Council 
should  pause  f  i  om  business  to  re.spect  the  mem- 
ory of  one  whom  the  public  would  miss  from  an 
important  trust,  and  to  sympathize  with  those  to 
whom  his  loss  in  the  home  circle  was  beyond  re- 
placing. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  alliuled  to  the  fact  that 
the  deceased  entered  the  Council  with  him,  and 
then  their  ac(^uaintance  began.  This  acquaint- 
ance quickly  ripened  into  friendship  and  regard. 


He  was  the  true  type  of  an  American  gentleman 
— genial,  affable,  manly ;  in  his  oppositions  mod- 
erate ;  in  his  suggestions  timely.  Exhibiting  in 
his  early  manhood  a  life  full  of  promise,  his 
severe  domestic  altticiions  were  borne  with  forti- 
tude, and  though  they  did  not  affect  his  inter- 
course with  official  friends,  they  doubtless  inten- 
sified the  illness  of  last  winter,  from  which  he 
had  but  recently  recovereu.  The  three  orphans 
of  tender  years  who  have  been  made  ,'o  by  his 
demise  should  receive  the  genuine  sympathy  of 
all.  The  friendships  formed  in  the  Council  are 
such  as  prove  generally  lasting,  and  in  this  in- 
stance would  have  been  i)eoiillarly  so,  owing  to 
the  many  marked  affable  traits  of  the  late  asso- 
ciate. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  spoke  of  the  pleas- 
ure his  association  with  Mr.  Barnes  in  the  Council 
had  given  him,  both  as  an  acqiial  tance  and  as  a 
member  of  committees ,  in  which  latter  position 
he  was  sjitted  with  a  mastery  of  detail  which  pe- 
culiarly fitted  him  for  his  duties,  and  where  he 
exhibited  marked  executive  ability.  His  loss 
under  such  circumstances  was  a  public  loss,  and 
his  genialitv  and  rare  companionship  would  be 
sadly  missed.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
domestic  afflictions  and  impaired  health  of  his 
friend  had  made  the  prospect  of  death  to  him 
not  entirely  unwelcome,  even  in  the  prime  of  his 
manhood.  'His  nicmory  should  be  cherished  as 
are  the  best  purposes  and  deeds  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  had  known  Mi.  Barnes 
from  infancy,  and  his  parents  from  his  own  early 
boyhood,  and  sidlydid  he  receive  the  tidiugs  of 
his  early  death.  He  was  one  of  nature's  noble- 
men, and  his  large  heart  knew  no  meanness.  As 
such  he  had  learned  to  love  and  respect  him. 
Even  the  heart-piercing  troubles  thac  he  had  en- 
dured served  a  purpose  in  more  distinctly  briiitr- 
ing  out  his  inborn  virtues.  The  orphan  children, 
though  left  in  the  kindly  care  of  loving  grand- 
parents, sh(nild  and  would  receive  the  sympathy 
of  the  public  in  their  double  loss. 

President  Shepard,  in  ills  remarks,  said  that  such 
intelligence  as  had  called  the  Council  together 
stirred  the  hearts  of  all  reflecting  men  with  emo- 
tion. So  pleasant  were  all  their  relations  with  the 
deceased  member,  that  he  should  be  surpri-^ed  to 
learn  that  he  tver  bad  an  enemy.  He  wa-;  above 
all  mean  and  selfish. motives,  and  thoroughly  con- 
scientious in  the  discharge  of  public  duties.'  The 
feeling  of  regret  at  his  sudden  departure  and  of 
sympathv  with  the  bereaved  was  in  his  mind 
above  the  power  of  expression. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  to  a  second  reading 
and  adopted  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following  order : 

Ordered, That  the  City  Messenger  cause  the  seat 
of  our  late  associate,  Mr.  Barnes,  to  be  draped  for 
thirty  days. 

Passed. 

The  President  apjiointed  Messrs.  Goldthwaite 
of  Ward  11,  Bearce  of  Ward  11,  Kent  of  Ward  21, 
Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  and  Woods  of  Ward  8.  as  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  funeral. 

The  announcement  was  made  that  the  funeral 
would  take  place  on  Wednesday  at  2  P.  M.,  and 
the  City  Government  was  notified  to  meet  in  the 
(jounci'l  Chamber  at  one  P.  M.,  to  attend  in  a  body. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    S,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  iiieeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldennan  Clark,  Chainuan,  presiding. 

KXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  COXFIllMED. 

I'olice  Ottiocr — John  C.  Carr. 

Weis;her  of  Coal — \yilliani  Bunton. 

Special  Police  Oiiicers— William  Bradford, 
Charles  W.  Buxtoi  ,  Frank  Bowman,  Thomas 
Dawes,  Bay  htate  Iron  Works;  Benjamin  F. 
Grotoii,  Liitclifield  wharf  audits  vicinity;  James 
Souter,  Jr.,  Maverick  Hall. 

ORDERS  OF    NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  ot  notice  on  petitions  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  use  steam  engines  and  boilers,  by  (ieorge 
K.  Paul  &  Co.,  48-50  Union  street,  and  Anton  Kra- 
sinski,  Brook-ide  avenue;  and  on  expediency  of 
constructing  sewers  in  Marcella  street,  between 
Centre  and  Highland  streets ;  Chelsea  street,  be- 
tween Brooks  and  Marion  streets ;  Sixth  street, 
between  F  and  Dorchester  streets,  were  severally 
considered.  No  objection  was  offered  and  they 
were  recommitted  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Covmiittee  on.  Common  and  Public 
Grounils.  D  C.  M.  Rupp  H  al.,  that  a  fence  be 
placed  around  and  the  rubbish  removetlfrom  Lin- 
wood  iiark. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Com- 
manding officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia  in  this  city,  that  the  city  secure  for  them 
the  privilege  of  ti;e  u  e  of  the  drill  room  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Technology. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Wil- 
liam T.  Hart,  f<r  extension  of  time  in  which  to       ' 
build  on  Hani  on  avenue,  near  Plympton  :  treet. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  John  C. 
Pratt  c^  «?..  that  the  city  purchase  Jamaica  Pond, 
Ward  17,  which  covers  about  seventy  acres, 
and  forms  a  natural  reservoir.  By  the  use  of  the 
Holly  pump  it  may  be  made  to  furnish  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  w'ater  for  fire  and  domestic  pur- 
poses for  that  w  ard. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part 
of  the  Board.  Thomas  J.  Dunbar  for  license  to 
remove  ballast,  gravel,  etc.,  from  the  east  end  of 
Long  Islai-.d. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  James  A. 
Kemp,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  Kemp  street. 

To  the  Comjnittee  on  Sewers.  Michael  Gil- 
bride  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Causeway  street,  be- 
tween Nashua  and  Lancaster  streets. 

George  Q.  Thorndike,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment for  a  sewer  in  Merchants'  row. 

Ann  Feran  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Sawyer  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  C.  A.  Connor  et 
al.,  that  Athens  street  be  graded  and  paved  from 
C  to  D  street. 

Cambridge  Railroad  Company,  for  an  addition- 
al track  on  Leverett  street,  from  Cragie's  Bridge 
to  the  terniinatiou  of  the  widening  of  said  street. 

Stickney  &  Poor  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  on  Cambridge  street,  near  Per- 
kins street,  Charlestown. 

Boston  (ias  Light  Company,  for  the  grade  of 
certain  portions  of  Island  and  Gii ard  streets  and 
Korfolk  avenue. 

Boston  i;eer  Corr  pany  c£  a?.,  that  Bolton  street, 
from  C  to  D  street,  be  graded  and  paved. 

Michael  Donovan,  to  be  compensated  for  grade 
damages  at  5  School  street,  Charlestown. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  that  their  tracks 
may  be  allowed  to  remain  in  State  and  Devonsbiie 
streets,  as  other  changes  in  the  routes  of  their 
cars  may  be  necessary  and  said  tracks  may  be 
needed.  The  corapaiiy  will  not  use  the  tracks' ex- 
cept by  permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Friend  Tilden  eiaL,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Fifth  street,  from  E  to  F  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  j>nrt  of  the 
Board.  Michael  Duffy,  remonstrance  against' erec- 
tion of  stable  in  Bartlett  place  by  C.  C.  Daw. 

Stephen  H.  Tarbeli,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cel- 
lar below  grade  12  at  50  and  52  Hudson  street,  for 
storage. 

Higliland  Street  Railway,  for  leave  to  keep  250 
horses  in  their  brick  stable  on  Shawiuut  avenue, 
near  Roxbury  street. 


C.  H.  B.  Breck,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  sta- 
ble for  four  horses  on  Washington  street,  near 
Oak  square. 

Whittier  Machine  Company,  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  wooden  stable  for  five  horses  on  Culvert  anil 
Hamjishire  streets. 

M.  Drmaii  &  Co.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Langdon  street,  corner 
George  street.  Ward  13. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy a  brick  staole  for  two  horses  on  line  of  Allen 
street. 

Charles  T.  Lingham,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  in  rear  of  Centre  street, 
near  Perkins  street,  Ward  15. 

John  Donovan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  four  horses  on  Wall  street,  rear  28G  Bunker 
Hill  street. 

Christian  Rothfuehs,  for  leave  to  use  a  cellar  be- 
low grade  at  253  Shawmut  avenue. 

Bernard  &  W.  M.  Cunnitt'e,  for  leave  to  maintain 
a  cellar  below  grade  12  at  549  Harrison  avenue. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pave  South  street,  from  Summer  to 
East  street,  uith  small  granite  blocks.  Estimat- 
ed cos  I,  $8000.    Passed. 

Order  to  >et  edgestones,  pave  gutteis  and  ma- 
cadamize the  roadway  of  3Iarlborough  street  from 
Dartmouth  to  Glouce*ster  street.  Estimated  cost, 
§15,000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  ma- 
cadamize the  roadway  of  Gloucester  street,  be- 
tween Ijeacou  street  and  Commonwealtri  avenue. 
Estimated  cost,  ^4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  ma- 
cadamize the  roadway  of  Pond  street  from  Centre 
to  May  street.    Passed. 

COMJIUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Inspector  of  Milk.  Request  for  leave  to  emiiloy 
an  assistant,  at  a  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Board.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

City  Re(iistr'<r.  Report  for  the  quarter  ending 
July  31— Receipts  for  certificates  of  intention  of 
marriage  §505,  which  have  been  paid  into  the  city 
treasury.    Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for 
Sept.  1 : 

Appropriations, 
revenues,  etc.         Expended.     Unexpended. 
General.... $la,926,114.2ti         $4,7U2,bbH.2i)  SH,223,447.S)7 

Special 4,482,33U..54  959,793..'54  3,522,537.U2 

$18,408,444.b0         S5,6tt2,459.81  $12,74-5,984.99 
Sent  down. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  resolve  and  order  for  the  laying  out  ot 
East  Lenox  street  und  extension  to"  Harrison 
avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  .§30,318.95,  by 
taking  laud  as  follow  s : 

Sq.  ft.  Price       Total  amt. 

Estates.                    land              per  of 

taken.  toot.         Damages. 

Owners  Unknown...       7,896  

Mot.  R.  R.  Co 3              $2.00  S6.00 

Bridget  Kellev 229               2.00  2,258.00 

328                   75  246.00 

C.  Rocliell 1,040               2.00  4,2s0.00 

"           "    .314                   7.5  235.50 

J.   Lavery 557                2.00  3,114.U0 

JohnT.  Manson 54ii               1..35  4,237.10 

"           "               790                   35  27H.50 

Ezekiel  S.Johnson..        4,225               l.o5  8,238.So 

800                   35  280.00 

City  of  Boston 7,147                1.00  7,147.00 

23,901  $30,318.95 

Also,  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  laying  out  of 
Thornelike  street,  from  Wa-hington  street  to  Har- 
rison a /en  ue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  §48,117, 
by  taking  land  of  the  following-named  persons : 
No.  of  feet        Price  Total 

taken.       per  foot,     damages. 

Henry  Lucas 1,146  $4.00  .S7,.584 

Heirs  Wm.  Ma  honey....  1,807  4.00  10,228 

Moses  Colbv : . . .      933  4.UH  6,632 

Citvof  Boston 7,481  l.UO  7,481 

CitV  of  Boston 7,317  1.00  7.317 

City  of  Boston 8,875  1  UU  8,875 

27,559  $48,117 

Severally  referred  to  the  uoiut  Committee  on 
Streets. 

FUNERAL  OF  COUNCILMAN  BARNES. 

The  following  was  received : 

Common  Council  Ch.\5iber,   ) 
President  s  Room,  { 

Boston,  Sept.  8,  1874      ) 
To  Jiis  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men:   Gentlemen — The     committee    of   arrange- 
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ments  invite  yoxi  to  join  the  Common  Council  in 
attending  the  tXmeral  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  late 
a  member  ot  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  11, 
at  28  Worcester  square  tomorrow,  Septeinber  9,  at 
two  o'clock  x*.  M.  Carriages  will  be  in  readiness 
at  City  Hall  at  ten  o'clock  A..  M. 
Very  respectfully. 

In  behalf  of  the  committee, 

E.  O.  Sheparu,  Chairman. 
Read,  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEES    AND    ORDERS    SUB- 
MITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  the  unpaved  sidewalks  on 
Highland  square,  and  on  Highland  street  between 
Highland  square  and  Centre  street,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Bennington 
street,  between  Marion  and  Brooks  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
direc(ed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on  the 
city  passageway  leading  from  Shawmut  avenue  to 
Tremont  street,  in  the  rear  of  Union  park  and  Up- 
ton streets,  and  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said  pas- 
sageway with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  Company  until  otherwise  or- 
dered by  this  Board,  to  run  then'  West  End  and 
depot  lines  of  cars  to  an  extent  not  exceeding 
twelve  cars  in  any  one  houi  over  the  tracks  on 
Court  street  between  Scollay's  square  and  Vi'ash- 
ington  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Marion  street  between  Havre 
and  Bennington  streets,  and  on  Havre  street  be- 
tween Marion  and  Brooks  streets,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing 
and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  directed  to 
confer  with  the  Selectmen  of  Hyde  Park  or  any 
sub-committee  thereof,  and  select  a  new  location 
for  the  bound-stone  between  said  town  and  this 
city,  which  now  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
roadway  of  Hyde  I'ark  avenue,  and  to  remove 
said  stone  to  said  new  location,  and  to  record  a 
description  of  said  location  for  future  reference. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  as  follows : 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Emerson  &  Ken- 
dall, Bowdoin  square ;  John  T.  Wiiley,  245  Tre- 
mont street ;  George  K.  Saville,  4  Palmer  street. 

Hack  License  Granted — Patrick  E.  Murray,  1500 
Washington  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  Tobin,  247  At- 
lantic avenue;  W.  H.  Brennan,  12  Fleet  street; 
Thomas  C.  Clines  and  12  others  (transfers). 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Michael  H. 
Wall,  57  Court  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Daniel  Eaten  & 
Co.,  789  Washington  street;  Nathaniel  G.  Simonds, 
195  Chelsea  street,  Charlestown ;  William  Wilson, 
82  Dorchester  avenue. 

Victualler's  License  Refused— Stephen  Jacobs, 
1371/2  Dover  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — 

Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  build  a  sewer  in  Chelsea  street,  between  Marion 
and  Brooks  streets,  and  to  repoat  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  to  this  Board.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Jcint  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  trustee,  of  the  Eliot  School  in  West 
Roxbury  for  permission  to  use  certain  funds  ap- 
propriated by  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  in  aid  of 
said  school— Report  that  the  money  having  been 
paid  over  to  the  trustees  before  annexation  took 
place,  the  city  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  pe- 
tition be  dismissed.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as  foUows :  Powers, 


Melvin  &  Co.,  Cambridge  street,  Charlestown; 
John  McShea,  Sheldon  street;  Getchell  &  Ed- 
wards, rear  Cambridge  street,  near  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad;  James  Hagar,  Austin  street; 
William  R.  Cavanaugh,  Cottage  street;  D.  A. 
Thompson,  364  Dudley  street;  A.  T.  Sinclair,  Dor- 
chester avenue;  L.  G.  StOLe,  Mather  street; 
George  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  228  Causeway  street; 
South  Boston  Iron  Company,  54  Dorchester  ave- 
nue; Highland  Railway  Company,  Shawmut  ave- 
nue.   Severally  accepted. 

Report  recoinmending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Jonas  G.  Smith,  to  be  allowed  to  retain 
cellar  below  grade  at  20  Gray  street.    Accejited. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines — Report  recommending  the  grant- 
ing the  petition  of  Henry  and  F.  L.  Lee,  for  leave 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at 
corner  of  Columuia,  Lincoln  and  Bedford  streets. 
Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Har- 
bor on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  on  April  3, 
1871,  authorizing  F.  J.  and  S.  L.  Ward  to  remove 
the  gravel  or  ballast  adjacent  to  their  wharf  on 
Spectacle  Island,  as  therein  set  forth,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Read  once. 

HOME  FOR  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  Co  advertise  for  plans  and 
specifications  for  a  new  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17;  tlie  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appiopriation  heretofore  made 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

The  o  der  was  read  a  second  time  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Worthington,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  have  given  notice  of  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting 
by  which  the  report  and  orders  in  relation  to  the 
Home  for  the  Poor  were  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  with  certain  instruc- 
tions ;  and,  if  that  motion  shall  prevail,  I  propose 
to  introduce  a  substitute  order,  which  seemed  to 
me  to  more  fully  cover  the  ground  than  either  the 
motion  passed  at  the  last  meeting  or  the  order 
now  before  this  Board.  I  therefore  move  that 
this  order  be  laid  upon  the  table.  If  the  order  I 
propose  to  offer  should  not  prevail,  I  wUl  favor 
this  one  introduced  by  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highland  District. 

The  motion  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote— 6  for,  5 
against — and  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  now  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting,  by  which  the  report 
and  order  relating  to  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm  were  recommitted  to  the  Commtitee 
on  Public  Institutions  with  instructions  to  invite 
proposals  for  constructing  the  same  according  to 
plans  approved  by  theCommittee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions. I  make  this  motion  not  with  any  intention 
of  causing  unnecesssary  delay  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Had  there  been  a  meeting  of  che  Com- 
mon Council  since  last  Tuesday,  after  the 
very  decisive  vote  by  which  this  motion  was 
passed,  I  probably  should  not  have  made  this  mo- 
tion. Inasmuch  as  a  reconsideration  could  cause 
no  delay,  and  as  the  papers  would  not  go  to  the 
Common  Council  for  concurrence  until  next 
Thursday,  it  seemed  to  me  that  we  could,  by  a  re- 
consideration, take  steps  which  Avould  be  more 
conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  city  than  the  one 
taken  at  the  last  meeting.  If  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider shall  prevail,  I  propose  to  offer  the  follovping 
order  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  adoptetl  at  the 
last  meeting: 

Ordered,  That  the  plans  and  papers  in  relation 
to  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Aus- 
tin Farm  in  Ward  17,  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  and  that  said 
board  be  requested  to  procure,  by  public  advertise- 
ment or  otherwise,  additional  plans  and  estimates 
for  said  institution,  and  submit  to  the  City  Council 
the  three  plans  which,  in  their  oi)inion,  possess 
the  most  merit,  having  regard  to  the  accommoda- 
tions afforded,  and  the  expense  of  construction; 
the  expense  of  procuring  the  plans  and  estimates 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  by  adopting 
such  an  order  as  this  we  could  have  that  competi- 
tion in  this  matter  which,  from  the  beginning,  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a  desi cable  object.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  motion  offered  at  tlie  last  meeting 
must  have  been  passed  under  some  misapprehen- 
sion.   I  notice  that  the  Alderman   from  the  High- 
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land  District,  in  speaking  of  the  motion  at  the  last 
meetnif;-,  said— 

'•At  the  commencement  of  this  agitation 
one  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  who  has 
fought  this  order  as  hard  as  any  one,  said  we  had 
not  bejjun  right,  and  we  should  have  advertised 
for  jdans  and  proposals  that  we  might  get  a  build- 
ing for  less  expense,  ;ind  that  we  were  building  a 
palatial  residenee.  The  motion  (that  is,  the  one 
adopted  at  our  last  meeting),  proposes  to  meet 
that  olijection,  and  it  is  just  what  he  wants.  (1 
suppose  he  referred  to  me.)  We  can  advertise 
for  plans  at  a  tritliug  expense,  and  if  we  can  get 
anything  at  a  less  cost  which  will  answer  every 
purpose,  every  man  at  this  Board  who  favors  this 
measure  will  vote  for  it.  The  natural  couise  is  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
who  can  advertise  for  plans  which  can  be  approv- 
ed by  the  City  Council,  who  will  then  refer  the 
matter  to  the  directois  for  completion." 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  motion  passed  at 
the   last   meeting   contemplates   nothing  of  the 
kind.    It  simply  refers  to  these  plans  before  us, 
and  none  other;  in  fact,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  are  to  procure  estimates  upon  those 
plans.    No  provision   whatever    is    made  for  any 
other  plans;  there   is   no  opportunity  for  such  a 
competition    among   the    architects   of   this  and 
other  cities  as  we  should  have  m  .'-o  imi)ortint 
a  matter  as  this.    Inasmuch  as  that  is  the  case, 
and  as  this  order  must,  as  I  stated  before,  have 
been    passed    under    some    misapprehension,     I 
hope  this  Beard  will  reconsider  its  former  action 
and  recommit  this  whole  matter  to  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions,  with  instructions  to  adver- 
tise for  plans  and  proposals  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor.    It  will  cost  but  a  trifling  sum  of  money, 
but  It  will  give  us  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of  per- 
haps forty  or  tifty  architects  in  tins  city  and  other 
places,  who  will  look  up  the  matter  of  homes  for 
the  poor,  or  almshouses,  as  they  are  called,  else- 
where.    We  shall  have  all  the  benefit  of  the  inves- 
tigations which  those  men  will  give  to  this  sub- 
ject.     This   experiment    of   competition  in  pro- 
curing   plans    for    buildings   has  recently  been 
undertaken    by    this    city     in     one     important 
instance  with  very  marked  success.     The    Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  were    authorized  last 
year  to  offer  prizes  for  plans  for  the  new  English 
High  and  Latin  School  Building,  and  the  result 
was  that  some  thirty-five  or  forty  architects  sent 
in  very  elaborate  drawings.    Many  of  those  archi- 
tects spent  weeks    and   perhaps  "  months  on  the 
work,  and  we  had  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of  thir- 
.  ty-flve  first-class  architects  for  the  trifling  sum  of 
$1800.      What  was  the  result?    "We  had  one  set  of 
plans  presented  to  us  which,  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  everybody,  was  infinitely  superior  to 
any  otlier.    They  were  submitted  not  only  to  the 
committee,  but  to  architects  who  were  not  com- 
petitors,   and  who   were  called    in    as    experts, 
and    all  who    have    seen  them  are  unanimous- 
ly of  the  opinion  that  those  plans  are    immeas- 
urably  superior  to    any   other   received    by  the 
committee.     Now,  it  might  have  happened  that 
the    city   would    have     selected   that    architect; 
but  it  is  barely  possible,  and  hardly  probable,  that 
if  the  committee  had   employed  one  architect,  he 
would  have  produced  such  an  elaborate  and  per- 
fect  a   structure    as   that   if   he  had  not  known 
that    there    was     a    large     number    of    archi- 
tects    who     were    comiieting     with      him     for 
the      prize.        I      say      the       city    of      Boston 
gained  largely  by  such  action  as   that ;   and    it 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  an  equal  if  not  greater 
reason  for  advertising  for  plans  for  such  large 
structures   as   this  as  there  is  to   advertise  for 
proposals  for  the  construction  of  the  buildings 
themselves.    We  have  tried  it  with  success ;  the 
State  has  tried  it  with  success ;  and,  inasmuch  as 
these  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  api)roval  and  would  call  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  from  $300,000  to  $500,000,  it  seems  to   uie 
that   it   would    be    wise    for   us    to    enter    into 
competition    in    this    matter,  in   order  to    have 
this    building  for    a    Home   for  the  Poor  erect- 
ed    at     the     least    cost.     I     need    not    speak 
to   this   Board    of   the   necessity    for     economy 
in  our  expenditures;    that   must   be    evident  to 
everybody.      With   our    debt    grown    to    nearly 
$40,000,000,  with  the  rate  of  taxation  higher  than 
it  has  ever  been  before,  it   seems   to  me  that  we 
should  take  every  precaution    to  have  structures 
of  this  size  erected  upon  the    very  best  and  most 
economical  plans.    This  is  only  oae  of  the  large  ex- 
penditures that  the  city  of  Boston  must  go  into  with- 
in a  very  short  time.  There  ar-e  other  large  expend- 
itures which  will  increase  our  debt  to  very  large 


proportions.  The  matter  of  an  additional  water 
supply  may  entail  a  debt  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars; a  new  Court  House  may  cost  from  three  to 
five  millions  more;  the  Broadway  extension, 
which  we  shall  hear  about  very  soon,  w  ill  perhaps 
entail  an  expense  of  two  millions;  the  erecriou  of 
the  English  High  and  Latin  Schoolhouse  perhaps 
halt  a  m  illion — thougli ,  fortunately,  we  now  occupy 
property  which  will  nearly  cover  the  cost  of  that. 
But  my  point  is  that  in  as  large  an  expenditure 
as  this  we  should  take  as  much  jirecaulion  as  we 
can,  in  order  to  get  the  best  buildings  at  the 
most  economical  figures. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  did  not  know  that  it 
would  be  proper,  at  this  time,  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  order  offered  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
9,  but  when  it  does  come  up  for  discussion  I  shall 
be  opposed  to  it,  and  I  think  we  can  give  good 
and  sufficient  reasons  why  it  should  not  be  adopt- 
ed. If  the  Aldermen  are  desirous  of  voting  upon 
the  reconsideration  first,  I  wiU  waive  the  right  to 
speak. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  not  prevail,  because  I  think  it  will  be  oi.ly  a 
waste  of  time.  The  order  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Highland  District  wilfcovei  all  the 
ground ;  it  calls  for  authority  to  advertise  for 
plans  and  specifications  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  a  gentleman  has  got  up 
here  and  shown,  by  everything  he  has  said,  that 
he  has  no  confidence  in  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions ;  that  he  thinks  they  are  not 
comijetent  to  put  forward  proper  plans  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor,  after  spending  j-ears  of  labor 
and  stu<ly  upon  the  subject;  w^hen  he  virtually 
says  they  are  not  competent  to  bring  in  proper 
plans  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  what  is  the  use  of 
referring  the  matter  back  again  to  them  ?  He 
wishes  us  to  direct  them  to  get  plans  that  will 
suit  him,  thereby  assuming  that  he  knows  more 
about  the  construction  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  than 
do  they  who  have  been  studying  the  subject 
for  years.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  has  offered  an  order  to  refer  the  matter 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
which  is  the  proper  place  for  it  to  go.  If  this 
Government  is  not  satisfied  with  the  doings  of  the 
directors,  let  us  advertise  for  new  plans.  The 
directors  have  sent  in  here  just  what  they  want, 
what  they  say  they  must  have,  for  a  Home'for  the 
Poor ;  and  if  this  Government  is  not  satisfied  with 
those  plans,  let  us  get  others.  That,  I  understand, 
is  what  the  order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highlands  proposes.  It  gives  authority  to  a 
committee  of  this  Government  to  advertise  for 
other  plans  and  specifications.  As  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institiitions,  I 
would  state  that  it  is  useless  to  send  this  matter 
back  to  them.  They  have  sent  here,  for  the  con- 
current action  of  the  Government,  the  plans 
which  they  deem  the  best,  and  they  do  not  pro- 
pose to  alter  them.  They  have  sent  plans  and 
specifications  for  a  building  which  will  cost  a  large 
sum  of  money.  They  have  not  sent  a  plan  for  one 
wing,  so  as  to  get  the  Government  committed  to 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum ;  but  they  have 
told  the  trath  in  this  matter — that  if  you  want  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  you  must  spend  alarge  amount 
of  money ;  and  we  do  not  propose  to  bring  any- 
thing else  in  here.  We  do  not  propose  to  ileceive 
this  Government,  and  get  an  appropriation  in  any 
other  way.  If  this  Government  is  not  satisfied  let 
it  get  other  plans  and  specifications. 

Alderman  Hall—  We  usually  have  an  object  in 
view  in  almost  everything  we' do,  and  I  think  that 
in  about  three  minutes  we  can  learn  the  object  of 
the  order  which  has  been  introduced  this  after- 
noon and  laid  on  the  table.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  [Alderman  Emery]  at  our  last  meeting 
offered  a  motion  like  this : 

"That  the  report  and  orders  on  the  subject  of  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Institutions  with  instructions  to 
procure  proposals  for  erecting  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17, 
in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  ap- 
proveil  by  said  committee,  and  report  to  either 
branch  of  tLe  City  Council." 

Now  what  are  the  orders  that  they  propose  to  re- 
commit? They  are  these,  offered  in  the  Common 
Council  by  the'Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
July  U: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect  a 
building  to  be  known  as  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  on 
the  Austin  farm,  so-called,  in  Ward  17,  recently 
purchased  for  that  purpose  by  the  city,  the  plans 
for  said  building  to  be    approved    by    the    Joint 
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standing  Committee  on  Public  Institutions;  but 
no  expenditure  sliall  be  made  and  no  contract  en- 
tered into  by  said  Board  of  Directors  until  pro- 
posals shall  have  been  made  by  responsible  parties 
to  construct  the  whole  of  said'building-  in  accord- 
ance with  plans  approved  by  said  committee,  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  iif385,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Finance  be  re(iuested  to  report  an  order  providing 
the  means,  by  transfer  or  otherwise,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Home  for  the  Toor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
so-called,  in  Ward  17." 

Those  orders  were  passed  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil and  have  come  to  us;  a  motion  has  been 
passed  recommitting  the  whole  subject  to  the 
committee,  and  another  order  has  been  iuti'o- 
duced  authorizing  the  committee  to  advertise  for 
new  plans.  And  for  what  purpose?  Because  it 
will  take  a  two-thirds  vote  of  tliis  Board  to  fur- 
nish the  money  to  erect  the  building  according  to 
these  plans;  whereas  if  this  order  is  recommitted, 
it  may  be  altered  so  as  to  take  only  a 
majority  vote  to  erect  one  to  cost  only  §150,000, 
that  being  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
already  made  for  the  purpose,  and  thereby 
commit  this  Government  to  a  gigantic  expendi- 
ture. Is  not  that  the  honest  object  of  this  order? 
It  looks  to  me  as  if  it  was.  and  as  such  I  shall  vote 
for  a  reconsideration  of  this  motion. 

Alderman  Emery — The  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  thinks  he  has  found  something  very  alarming, 
but  I  do  not  know  how  he  can  see  it  there.    Tliere 
is  no  mark  there  that  I    can   see.    It  is  like  the 
Dutchman's   pig — no    mark   on   the    ear    except 
a    short   tail.      As    to    the    injury   that    the    re- 
committal    of    this   matter    will     do,     he     does 
not    give     any     illustration     of    it.       Certainly 
all   we    have     asked   to    recommit    it    to    the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  for  is  to  receive 
proposals,  to  show  the  cost  of  the  building.    What 
can  be  more  simple  or  plain  than  that?  If  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  understand  that,  I  cannot  make  it 
more  plain.  I  think  it  would  be  very  fickle,  indeed, 
for  this  Board  to  reconsider  the  motion  which  was 
passed  V)y  a  vote  of  9  to  3.    If  -we   are  going  back 
to  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications,  I  do  not 
suppose  any   gentleman  would   start  at   this  late 
season,  unless  it  was  to  be  done  next  year.    The 
Board  of   Directors  have  had   this   matter   under 
consideration  since  last  year,  and  before  we  cim- 
demn  them  I  think   the   least  we  can    do  is  to  see 
what  the  building  is  to  cost  if  built  according  to 
the  plans  and  specifications  presented  to  us  by 
them.    We  may  erect  that  building  for  $27.5,000; 
some  gentlemen  think  it  will  cost  perhaps  5?500,000, 
but  they  will  find  themselves  greatly  mistaken,  and 
I  think  no  one  will  undertake  to  say  it  will  do  any 
harm  to  ascertain  the   figures  the  builders  wiU 
give  on  those  plans,  as  it  can  be  done  at  no  ex- 
pense.   Mechanics   are    out  of   work;    monej'  is 
lying  on  their  hands  to  be  used ;   they  are  suffer- 
ing for  the  work,  and  are  willing  to  do  it  at  a  very 
low  figure.    I  am  satisfied  that  this  Board  does 
not  want  to  take  the  back  track  on  the  motion 
passed   at   the   last    meeting.     If   the  directors 
want  to  go  on  and  get  other  plans,  let  them  do 
so,  and  I  will  go   for   the    order   proposed  to  be 
offered  by   the   gentleman   from    Ward  9.    But  I 
think,  as  he  has  represented  in  his  former  state- 
ments to  this  Board,  that  they  should  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  plans.    These  plans  have 
been  gotten  up  to  their  entire  satisfaction,  and  if 
we  are  fo  throw  them  overboard  without  submit- 
ting them  to  mechanics  for   proposals,   I  think  it 
would  be  the  worst  treatment  yon  could  show  to 
the  committee  or  the  directors.    It  woiild  be  ab- 
surd.   I  hope  the  reconsideration  will  not  prevail. 
Al'lerman  Hall— About  my  friend's  pig  I  must 
say  that   I   have   not   brains   enough  to  see  the 
point  of  the  joke,  and  I  am  afraid  he  does  not  un- 
cler.stand    the    effect   of  his  motion  himself.    His 
motion,  adopted  at  the  last  meeting,  was  to  recom- 
mit "the  report  and  orders  on  the  subject  of  a 
Home  for  the  Poor,"  etc.    Now  what  do  those  or- 
ders say  ? 

"But  no  ex))enditure  shall  be  made  and  no  con- 
tract entered  into  by  said  Board  of  Directors  until 
proposals  shall  have  been  made  by  responsible 
parties  to  construct  the  ivhole  of  said  building  in 
accordance  with  plans  approved  by  said  commit- 
tee, for  a  sum  not  exceeding  .§385,000." 

Now,  if  you  will  turn  to  the  Auditor's  Report, 
you  will  find  an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  Gentlemen  know  they  can- 
not get  a  two  thirds  vote  for  making  an  appropri- 
ation of  $385,000,  but  by  referring  this  matter  back 
to  the  committee  and  leaving  out  the  conditions 
before  mentioned  they  expect  to  get  the  Govern- 


ment's foot  into  it,  thus  binding  it  to  build  this 
Home  for  the  Poor,  at  any  expense,  on  the  Austin 
farm.  I  do  not  think  anybody  will  need  to  bor- 
row brains  to  understand  that.  It  is  plain,  sim- 
ple English,  and  if  that  is  not  the  object  of  the  re- 
committal, please  say  so,  and  not  be  beating 
around  the  bush. 

Alderman  Emery — The  object  is  to  get  estimates 
and  see  what  will  be  the  cost  of  the  building,  and 
those  estimates  may  be  reported  to  either  branch. 
Alderman  Prescott — 1  did  not  propose  to  take 
any  more  time  on  this  matter,  but  one  or  two 
statements  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
[Alderman  Power],  who  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Director-!  for  Public  Institutions,  call  for  a  re- 
ply. He  says  I  question  the  competency  of  the 
Board  of  Diiectors  to  bring  in  proper  plans.  I 
say  that  if  this  is  their  best  work,  I  do  question 
their  competeiicy.  As  the  plans  were  first  pre- 
sented, a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from 
the  gentleman's  own  ward  thought  the  ex- 
penditure extravagant,  and  he  had  several  items 
cut  out,  such  as  the  marble  mantles.  Still  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  tells  us  the  Board  of 
Directors  are  competent  to  judge  of  this  matter, 
and  that  these  plans  are  the  result  of  a  year  of 
study.  He  says  they  have  sent  us  just  what  they 
want,  and  do  not  propose  to  alter  their  plans.  I 
do  not  know  but  that  is  the  spirit  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  that  board,  but  I  hardly  think  it 
is.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  claims  that  the 
directors  possess  superior  wisdom  in  this  matter, 
from  the  study  and  experience  they  have  had. 
Now,  I  should  like  to  ask  that  same  gentleman 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  as  to  the 
expediency  of  locating  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
the  Austin  farm.  If  I  have  not  been  wofuUy 
misinformed — 

Alderman  Power — I  raise  the  question  of  order, 
that  this  matter  is  entirely  irrelevant. 

The  Chairman — The  question  is  on  reconsidera- 
tion, and  it  is  perfectly  competent  to  discuss  the 
point  whether  or  not  the  motion  shall  be  recon- 
sidered, but  the  Chair  hopes  that  members  will 
confine  themselves  as  closely  to  the  subject  under 
discussion  as  possible. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  I  have  confined  my- 
self to  the  subject  before  the  Board.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  told  us  how  competent  the 
Board  of  Directors  are  to  judge  of  tins  very  thing, 
for  they  had  studied  it.  Now,  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  direct- 
or's in  regard  to  the  location  of  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm.  If  I  have  not  been 
misinformed,  it  is  the  almost  unanimous  opinion 
of  that  board  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  erect  such 
a  building  upon  that  lot  purchased  by  the  City 
Government  last  year.  If  they  are  competent 
judges  in  one  matter,  I  think  they  are  in  another. 
Alderman  Cutter — I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  thinks  that  is  a  suitable  place  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Prescott— From  what  insight  I  have 
had  in  the  matter,  I  doubt  very  seriously  wheth-  ■ 
er  it   is   a  proper    place   for   a   Home  for  the 
Poor. 

Alderman  Cutter— Would  it  be  practicable  to 
spend  money  for  plans  for  building  a  house  on 
such  an  unsuitable  site  ? 

Alderman  Prescott — It  is  entirely  practicable. 
A  Home  for  the  Poor,  wherever  i^  is,  will  proba- 
bly be  located  on  a  farm  of  perhaps  fifty  acres ; 
where  it  is  to  be  does  not  affect  the  matter  of  the 
structure  to  be  erected.  In  regard  to  compe- 
tition in  the  matter  of  plans,  I  have  not  heard  a 
single  objection  offered  to  it.  There  is  the  same 
reason  for  it  among  architects  that  there  is  nmoug 
builder?.  Generally  one  architect  is  given  the 
work  of  preparing  iilans;  he  receives  a  percent- 
age upon  the  cost  of  the  building,  and  it  is  not  for 
his  interest  to  make  the  expense  as  little  as  possi- 
ble. In  regard  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  that  the  motion 
adopted  at  the  last  meeting  would  give  competi- 
tion in  the  matter  ox  plans,  he  certainly  must 
have  labored  under  a  misapprehension, for' it  does 
not.  Against  sucii  a  proposition  I  have  yet  to 
hear  a  single  argument. 

Alderman  Worthingcon — I  must  say  that  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  find  the  Alderman  from 
W^rd  9.  This  subject  has  been  before  us  a  good 
many  times.  We  found  him  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  discussion  offering  strong  arguments 
and  reasons  why  we  should  go  on,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  showing 
that  the  number  of  poor  will  be  largely  increased! 
We  find  him  in  the  same  speech  turning  round 
and  saying  this  building  is  going  to  cost  too  much 
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money.  When  it  is  shown  to  him  and  to  eveiy 
meiuber  of  this  Board  tliat  the  Directors  of  I'ub- 
lic  Institutions  have  liad  the  plainest  and  simidest 
plans  possible  prepared  by  one  of  tlie  ablest  archi- 
tects in  this  city,  we  tind  him  oppoyinj;  that  and 
saying  that  we  should  have  advertised  for 
l>lans.  We  go  on,  and  in  order  to  meet  his 
views  we  move  to  recommit  the  whole  matter  to 
the  committee,  and  1  must  say  that  1  was  not 
aware  that  the  authority  to  advertise  for  new 
plans  and  specifications  had  been  left  oat  of  the 
motion  adopted  at  the  las-t  meeting,  until  my  at- 
tention was  called  to  it.  That  will  exi)lain  my 
remarks  at  the  last  meeting.  That  provision  was 
in  ihe  draft  of  the  motion  as  shown  to  me.  I  am 
in  favor  of  and  always  have  been  williiig  to  adver- 
tise for  plans  and  specifications  as  well  as  for 
proposals.  I  think  it  is  the  proper  course 
for  us  to  take;  but  I  think  -we  should 
advertise  for  plans  to  come  to  tlie  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions.  They  are  the  ones  to  receive 
them.  You  have  asked  the  directors  to  prepare 
plans  for  a  Home  for  tUe  Poor,  and  they  submitted 
plans,  prepared  by  their  architect,  which  they 
believed  to  bt  most  appropriate.  Talk  with  them 
today,  and  they  think  no  betier  or  cheaper  plans 
could  be  prepared.  I  believe  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12,  that  if  we  ask  the  directors  again 
they  will  get  no  better  plans  than  we  have  now. 
But  what  hav  e  we  here  ?  The  Alilerman  from  Ward 
9  proposes  to  offer  an  order  referring  the  whole 
matter  of  procuring  new  plans  to  the  Director.-^  of 
Public  Institutions.  He  proposes  to  refer  the 
plans  to  them,  and  yet  he  tells  ns  he  has  no  confi- 
dence in  them.  Yet  his  very  order  proposes  to 
refer  all  applications  to  them.  I  do  not  under- 
stand what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  diiving 
at. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  desire  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  order  which  I  propose  to 
introduce  is  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Direct- 
ors, with  instructions    as  to  the  will  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington — Then  why  go  there  at 
all?  If  we  are  going  to  tell  them  to  receive  cer- 
tain proposals,  they' will  have  no  opcion  in  the 
matter.  They  would  take  it  as  an  insult.  Every 
member  of  that  board  would  say,  "If  you  want 
our  judgment,  ask  for  it ;  but  do  not  say  you  must 
or  must  not  do  so  and  so.'  We  would  not  be  ask- 
ing for  their  judgment  at  all.  The  proper  parties 
to  receive  these  applications  are  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions.  They  should  be  reported 
to  this  board.  The  City  Council  are  to  pass  the 
appropriations  and  take  the  responsibility,  and 
we  should  certainly  be  allowed  to  receive  the 
plaiiS.  I  do  not  believe,  although  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  advertise  for  plans  and  speci- 
fications, that  we  are  going  to  gain  anything  at 
all.  I  believe  the  present  plans  are  as  near  cor- 
rect as  auythin"'  we  shall  get.  I  do  not  believe  we 
shall  gain  nearly  as  much  as  we  did  on  the  Eng- 
lish High  School.  There  we  advertised  for  plans 
outside  and  inside ;  here  we  are  to  advertise 
•for  a  building  to  accommodate  the  largest 
number  at  the  smallest  expense.  Who  ought 
to  know  how  that  can  best  be  done  ? 
The  architects  and  directors,  who  have 
studied  it  for  years?  or  persons  outside  of  that 
Board?  I  am' free  to  say  that  I  think  we  shall  not 
gain  anything  by  this  delay,  but  I  am  willing  to 
vote  to  adverti>e  for  botli  plans  and  proposals. 
Therefore  when  the  proper  time  comes  I  shall  ask 
for  the  jjassage  of  the  ortler  which  I  offered,  and 
which  keeps  the  matter  in  this  Government.  More- 
over, we  all  know  what  the  opinion  of  the  direct- 
ors is.  It  has  been  said  that  eight- twelfths 
of  that  board  are  opposed  to  building  in 
West  Roxbury;  they  will  tell  you  that  if 
the  institution  should  not  remain  at  Deer 
Island  it  should  be  located  on  the  Wln- 
throp  farm.  If  we  refer  it  back  to  them,  hjw  are 
we  to  know  whether  we  are  going  to  get  it  back 
for  a  year.  They  can  keep  it  in  their  hands  until 
we  make  a  demand  for  it,  though  I  do  not  believe 
they  will  do  so,  for  they  are  gentlemen.  But  I  be- 
lieve they  will  say,  "You  have  instructed  us  to  do 
certain  things,  which  it  is  your  business  to  do, 
and  not  ours." 

Alderman  Emery  oaUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost— yeas  3, 
nays  7 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Hall,  Peters,  Prescott— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

[Alderman  Power  was  excused  from  voting,  he 
having  paired  off  with  Alderman  Cutter,  who  had 
been  called  away  on  official  business  in  connection 
with  the  Water  Department.] 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
previously  offered  Ijy  him  (authorizing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions  to  advertise  for  pro- 
posals, etc.,)  was  taken  from  the  table,  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
14  appears  to  argue  against  the  i)roposal  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  because  it  would  con-ume 
so  much  time  to  advertise  for  plans  and  proposals, 
and  yet  he  comes  in  here  with  a  similar  order.  It 
seems  to  me  that  his  eyesight  is  blind.  He  thinks 
it  is  going  to  take  a  long  tune  to  procure 
plans  and  specifications  and  does  not  wish  de- 
lay, and  yet  he  introduces  this  order.  I  shall  vote 
against  this  order, because  I  think  it  is  an  entirely 
unnecessary  expanse  to.-  this  Board  to  incur  at 
this  late  period  of  the  year. 

Alderman  Peters— I  propose  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute order  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands.  We  have  heard  so  much  about  what 
the  directors  want  and  do  not  want,  that  I  piro- 
pose  to  ascertain  their  opinions.  1  will  read  the 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  City 
Council  their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
building  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
so  called,  in  Ward  17. 

I  offer  this  order  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  un- 
der discussion. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  I  think  it  is  only  adding  insult  to  injury. 
The  gentlemen  who  take  part  in  this  matter  have 
expressed  themselves  as  having  no  confidence  m 
the  opinion  of  the  directers  on  this  matter,  and 
this  order  is  only  a  pretext  for  delay.  I  do  not 
oppose  it  because  I  tiread  their  opinion  in  opposi- 
tion to,  or  in  favor  of,  a  location  of  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
dread  but  that  their  opinion  will  be  in  favor  of 
that  location ;  but  as  their  opinion  is  considered  of 
no  account  here  by  gentlemen  who  have  so  ex- 
pressed themselves,  I  think  it  would  be  folly  for 
us  to  pass  any  such  order  as  this. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
appears  to  think  that  because  one  member  ex- 
pressed himself  as  having  no  confidence  in  the 
Board  of  Directors— although  I  do  not  think  his 
remarks  can  be  tortured  to  mean  that— therefore 
the  whole  Board  has  no  confidence  in  them.  That 
is  not  a  sufficient  reason.  We  do  not  know  what 
the  directors  would  recommend,  or  what  they 
agree  upon.  We  are  told  certain  things,  but  I 
think  it  is  our  duty  to  learn  their  opinion  officially. 
If  the  directors  should  communicate  their  opin- 
ion to  us  of  what  is  best  to  be  done,  then  we 
should  know  what  to  do.  Their  opinion  would 
have  great  weight  with  me. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  entirely  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  the  opinion  of 
the  directors.  I  would  like  to  know  their  oiiinion 
as  to  the  location,  whether  or  not  they  think 
it  is  proper  to  put  such  a  building  on  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres  some  distance  from  the  city.  I  certain- 
ly have  great  respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  Direct- 
ors of  Public  Institutions.  I  do  not  doubt  their 
competency  and  I  desire  their  opinion.  As  the 
gentleman  "from  Ward  17  said,  their  opinion  would 
have  great  weight  with  me. 

Alderman  Emery— i  supposed  that  we  had 
settled  the  question  of  location.  Certainly 
we  have  talked  this  matter  over  in  the 
City  Council  sufficiently  long  to  come  to 
a  conclusion.  Furthermore,  if  you  will  put 
your  order  so  as  to  ask  the  directors  whether  they 
should  or  should  not  have  anything  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  the  location  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  I  raay 
vote  for  it.  I  am  aware  that  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions — I  have  it  from  good  authority 
—do  not  expect  to  be  consulted  as  to  where  it  should 
be  located,  but  think  they  ought  co  have  every 
thing  to  say  about  the  building.  If  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Bo -ton  are  not  competent  to  pass  upon  the 
question  of  location  without  consultation  with  a 
body  of  men  who  consider  that  they  have  no  busi- 
ness to  take  sides  in  the  matter,  I  do  not  know 
who  is.    I  shall  vote  against  the  substitute. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  see  how  any  gentle- 
man can  vote  against  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  If  there  are 
twelve  honest  men  in  the  city  of  Boston,  it  seems 
to  me  we  have  them  in  that  board.  I  think  their 
opinion  should  be  respected,  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  it  could  hurt  any  gentleman,  even  if  he 
does  live  in  South  Boston.  I  should  like  to  have 
their  opinion. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  see  no  objection  to 
getting  the  opinion  if    any   member  wishes   it, 
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but  I  am  opposed  to  the  order  as  a  substitute,  as 
it  appears  to  be  a  measure  for  delay.  Pass  the 
order  I  have  offered  and  we  can  go  on  with  our 
work.  I  do  not  care  about  their  opinion ;  my 
mind  is  made  up ;  but  if  any  other  member  wants 
their  opinion  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
his  getting  it. 

Alderman  Peters — It  was  not  my  intention  to 
cause  delay  in  this  thing.  If  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
is  needed,  the  quicker  it  is  built  the  better.  But 
if  the  order  is  passed  as  a  substitute,  and  the 
other  passed  afterwards,  it  might  cause  die  archi- 
tects to  delay  in  sending  in  their  plans  until  the 
opinion  of  the  directors  is  given.  With  the  con- 
sent of  the  Board  I  will  withdraw  my  order. 

The  substitute  order  of  Alderman  Peters  was 
withdrawn. 

Alderman  Prescott — From  some  remarks  at  this 
Board  1  judge  that  some  languae:e  of  mine  has  cre- 
ated a  false  impression.  I  have  been  charged 
with  saying  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  directors. 
I  did  not  so  intend,  and  if  I  did  say  so  I  withdraw 
it.  What  I  intended  to  say  was  tliat  if  the  plans 
submitted  were  the  best  that  they  could  brmg,  I 
thought  that  delay  would  give  us  better  plans. 
So  far  as  not  having  confidence  in  the 
Board  of  Directors  is  concerned,  I  did  not 
intend  to  make  such  a  statement.  I  move 
to  amend  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  by  striking  out  the  word  "authorized" 
and  inserting  "instructed,"  in  order  that  we  may 
have  competition  in  procuring  new  plans.  This 
order  leaves  it  to  the  committee  to  say  whether 
we  shall  liave  new  plans  or  not.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  improve  the  order  by  substituting 
the  word  "instructed"  for  "authorized." 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Prescott  was 
adopted  and  the  order  of  Alderman  Worthington 
as  amended  wa«  passed. 

Alderman  Peters — I  have  amended  the  order  I 
withdrew,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  if  it  is 
passed,  and  I  now  offer  it  in  the  following  form  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  City 
Council,  as  early  as  convenient,  their  opinion  as 
to  the  expediency  of  building  a  Home  for  tiie  Poer 
on  the  A"stin  farm,  so-called,  in  West  Roxbury. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  nays  0  (Alder- 
men Cutter  and  Stebbins  being  absent). , 

FOUNTAIN  IN  INDEPENDENCE  SQUARE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  t» 
place  a  fountain  on  Independence  square,  at  a  cost 
of  .$4000,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  order  should  lie 
on  the  table  until  Alderman  Cutter  was  present, 
as  he  had  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  explained  that  the  order  was 
contemplated  when  the  square  was  laid  out,  but 


was  postponed  last  year  on  account  of  the  cost 
($6000);  now  it  can  be  erected  for  ,'#4000.  It  will  be 
the  only  fountain  in  South  Boston.  It  will  not  be 
completed  tUl  next  year,  when  he  hoped  there 
would  be  sufficient  water  to  supply  it.  In  reply 
to  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters,  Alderman 
Power  stated  that  the  appropriation  was  put 
into  the  tax  levy  this  year.  This  amount  and 
$6000  for  stone  steps  on  the  square  were  the  only 
appropriations  made  this  year  for  the  public 
grounds  in  South  Boston.  He  was  always  loth  to 
ask  for  anything  for  South  Boston,  as  he  resided 
in  that  section ;  but  the  committee  are  of  opinioa 
that  the  fountain  should  be  built,  and  any  one 
who  has  been  to  the  square  must  have  seen  that 
the  place  is  admirably  adapted  for  such  an  or- 
nament. 
The  order  was  passed. 

PUBLIC    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Emery  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings : 

Report  that  the  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Ward 
15,  corner  of  Centre  street  and  Houghton 
place,  is  completed  and  occupied  for  school 
purposes.  A  greater  number  of  rooms  are 
occupied  than  was  supposed  would  be  at 
the  opening  of  the  building.  The  building  being 
so  full  and  the  consequent  use  of  the  yard  so 
great,  the  committee  deem  it  expedient  to  grade 
and  pave  the  yard ;  also  build  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  to  the  same.  This  expenditure  was  not  con- 
templated at  the  time  the  annual  appropriation 
was  made  in  May;  hence  no  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  same.  The  committee  estimate  the 
cost  of  performing  the  work  as  enumerated  at 
forty-four  hundred  dollars,  and  they  request  an 
additional  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  that  the  City  Stable  on  Polk  street, 
Charlestown,  is  no  longer  required  for  city  pur- 
poses. In  order  to  render  the  building  tenantable, 
a  large  expenditure  would  be  reciuired  to  perfect 
the  drainage ;  hence  they  deem  it  expedient  to  sell 
the  same,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  auction  the. stable 
belonging  to  the  city  situated  on  Polk  'street, 
Charlestown,  there  being  no  further  use  for  the 
same  ;  said  building  to  be  sold  to  be  removed  im- 
mediately, and  the  proceeds  of  sale  to  be  paid  the 
City  Treasurer. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

The  Board  took  a  recess  till  half-past  sevem 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  they  proceeded  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  chamber  to  participate  in  a  joint 
convention  with  the  School  Committee.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  convention  the  Board,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Bigelow,  adjourned  and  stood 
adjourned  till  next  Monday  at  4  P.  M. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SKPTKMBER    10.    1874. 


Hegular  meeting  at  TVs  o'clock  P.M.,K.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  reports  of  city  officers  came  down 
and  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file ;  Auditor's  Ex- 
hibits for  July  and  August:  Quarterly  Reports  of 
the  City  Clerk,  Superintendent  of  North  Scales, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  City  Registrar ;  Report  of 
Fires  and  Alarms  for  July ;  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  "Library,  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  Board  of  Health  and  Fire  Commis- 
eioners. 

The  following  papers  were  referred,  in  concur- 
rence :  Resignation  of  D.  D.  Kelly  as  Director  of 
East  Boston  Ferries — to  committee  on  the  ferries ; 
communicatlonfromTru  .tees  of  Public  Library  on 
proposed  sale  of  adjoining  estate,  owned  by  J. 
Huntington  Wolcott,to  the  city ,f  or  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary ;petitions  of  C.C.Cobleigh  e<  aL,George  Saner, 
G.  W.  Skinner  e<  a?.,  A.  T.  Stearns,  Ctiprles  P.  Bald- 
win et  al.,  Mary  W.  Johnson ;  John  C.  Pratt  et  al. ; 
Officers  of  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  iti  this 
city;  William  T.  Hart,  James  A.  Kemp,  and  D.  C. 
M.  Rupp  et  al.;  request  of  the  Comiuictee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$27,700,  for  the  Bennett  Schoolhouse  (City  Doc. 
No.  77, 187'^),  and  request  of  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, etc..  for  the  sum  of  $700  to  pay  for  setting 
edgestones  ana  paving  gutters  around  Madison 
square — to  Committee  on  Finance:  request  of  the 
Tiusteesof  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $4200,  for  building  a  receiving 
tomb— to  Comn-ittee  on  Mt. Hope  Cemetery;  com- 
munication, resolve  and  order  from  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  for  widening  North  Centre 
street  at  Hanover  sti  eet,  at  an  ai  judged  expense 
of  $11,020— to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets;  peti- 
tion of  John  Shepard  and  others,  that  a  suitable 
place  be  set  apart  for  trials  of  speed  of  horses, 
with  report  of  Committee  on  Police  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen — to  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Report  in  reference  to  the  temporary  (^are  of  in- 
sane persons.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
on  Public  Bail  lines,  in  concurrence. 

Report  th  it  it  is^ inexpedient  to  convert  Charles- 
town  $5000  bonds  into  bonds  of  the  denomination 
of  $1000.     Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  papers  cinie  down  for  concurrence, 
and  the  orders  were  severally  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond rending :  Report  and  order  to  provide  accom- 
modations for  the  branch  of  the  Public  Library  in 
Ward  10;  urder  directing  the  .Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  the  city  stable  lot  on  Highland 
street;  order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$300  for  improvement  of  lot  bounded  by  Eagle, 
Trenton  and  Prescott  streets,  East  Boston  :  order 
for  an  expenditure  of  nor  exceetling  $4000  addi- 
tional, for  improvement  of  Washington  park:  or- 
der authorizing  certain  imi^rovements  to  be  made 
in  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  at  not 
exceeding  .$10,001);  report  and  order  for  a  steam 
pump  to  be   inovided  for  City    Hall,  at    not  ex- 


ceeding $1000;  order  authorizing  employment  of 

"  bi  ■"    ■         

barton  square. 


necessai-y  assistance  for  care  of  nuilding  .30  Pem- 


Order  requesting  Conunittee  on  Oveiseers  of 
Poor  to  inquire  wlio  now  constitute  the  trustees 
of  the  Charlestown  Poor's  Fund,  who  should  now 
care  for  said  fund,  and  in  what  manner  it  should 
he  dispensed.     Read  twice  and  parsed. 

Report  and  substitute  order  requesting  Com- 
mittee on  I'liblic  Hnildmgs  to  report  the  expense 
of  hiring  suitable  accommodations  for  a  Babcock 
Fire  Extinguisher  and  the  hoi>es  and  men  con- 
nected therewith  in  the  vicinity  of  Fulton  and 
(ominercial  streets.  The  order 'was  substituted 
for  the  one  originally  offered,  and  was  rhen  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Majoiity  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw'on  petition  of  Mary  Holden,  and  minority 
report  on  same  petition lecommenuing  passage  o'f 
an  order  to  remit,  under  certain  co"ditioi  s,  the 
taxes  ($152.10)  assessed  in  1872  on  estate  of  Mary 
Holden,  15  l^pton  street,  together  with  intere^f, 
cost  rnd  expell^es.  The  report  of  the  minority 
was  snbsti*^uted  for  that  of  the  majority,  and  the 
order  read  twice  and  |>asse(K 


Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  Globe  Publishing  Company  respecting 
the  award  of  the  official  reporting.  Accepted,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  passage  or  an  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  certain  bills  for  materials  furnished 
to  the  city.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Wara  1, 
the  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  amended  by 
adding  the  words  "Hicks  &  Brown  $87,  Henry 
Poor  &  Son  $68.1.3,"  and  read  a  second  time  anil 
passed  as  amended.  Mi.  Pease  stated  that  the 
bills  were  contracted  in  good  faith  by  officers  who 
did  not  know  the  parties  were  members  of  the 
City  Government. 

The  following  papers  were  referred  in  concur- 
rence :  Reijuest  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $4400,  for 
grading  and  paving  tlie  yard  of  the  Lowell  School- 
house,  and  buOing  a  flight  of  stone  stens  to  the 
same — to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  resolve  and 
order  from  Street  Commissioners  for  laying  out 
and  extending  East  Lenox  •  treet  to  Harrison  ave- 
nue, at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $30,.318.95  (printed 
City  Document  No.  78,  1874),  and  communication 
from  Street  Cominissioners,  with  a  resolve  and 
order  for  laying  out  Ihorndike  street  to  Harrison 
avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $48,117 — to  the 
.Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Repoitthat  the  city  has  no  jurisdiction  over 
certain  funds  appropriated  by  the  town  of  West 
Roxbiiry  in  aid  ">f  the  Eliot  (school.  Accepted,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  the  erection  of 
a  fountain  in  Independence  square,  at  not  exceed- 
ing $4000.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  report  and  the  orders  pas^ed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm  came  down  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  with 
instructions  for  said  committee  to  procure  pro- 
posals for  erecting  a  Home  on  said  farm  in  ac- 
cordance wich  plans  and  specifications  approved 
by  said  committee,  and  with  authority  to  report 
to  either  branch.  The  Council  concurred  in  the 
recommittal. 

Order  ins.,r,:ctiiig  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions to  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  the  Directors  of  Public  I-istitutions 
to  communicate  to  the  City  Council  their  opinion 
on  the  expediency  of  building  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  Read  twice  and  passed,  in 
concurrence. 

THE    WIDENIN(i    OK   TKHMOJNT   STREET. 

Tlie  following  were  taken  from  the  table  (beiL'g 
under  consideration  when  the  Council  was  last 
ailjourneil  by  tlie  President  on  account  of  a  quo- 
rum not  l)eing  i)reseiic)  andjonsidered  under  the 
head  of  untinished  business: 

Orders  authorizing  a  contract  with  Johnson  & 
Richmond  lor  furnishing  and  setting  a  granite 
curb  anil  steps  on  the  Tremont  street  side  of  Bos- 
ton Common,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $11,083.30; 
•111(1  to  grnde  and  sod  Tremont-street.  mall  so  far, 
as  may  be  necessary,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
.$3608.15;  and  for  a  transfer  ot  $.5600  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  for  the  above  purposes. 

The  order-  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  the  question  was  on  their  passage. 

Ml.  AVill)ur  of  Ward  9—1  move  that  those  orders 
He  on  the  table  to.-  the  reason  that  there  is  an  or- 
der on  the  table  in  relation  to  the  widening  of  Tie- 
mont  street  by  taking  a  jsart  of  the  Common,  and 
I  think  that  question  shouhl  be  decided  before 
these  orders  are  passed. 

The  motion  jirevailed. 

COMMINICATIONS  FROM  CITY    OFFICERS. 

Fire  Comm'issioiiers — Rejiort  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  August.    Sent  up. 

PETITION'S  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  WiUcutt  of  Wiird  17— Petition  of  J.  G. 
Whitney  et  al.,  for  further  protection  from  fire  in 
the  Seventeenth  Ward.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  the  Fire  Department. 

By  Mr.  Dacey  of  War<l  20— Petition  of  Henry 
Hammond,  for  a  gas  lamp  on  Chambers  street, 
•^harlestown.    Sent  up. 

PERMIT  TO   nuILD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10,  the  report 
and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  A.  R.  Whittier 
to  erect  a  building  on  Randolph  street  were  taken 
from  the  table,  and  the  order  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 
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ADDITIONAL  CLEKK   HIRE. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters 
be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$500  for  such  clerical  services  as  they  may  require 
during  the  remainder  of  this  municipal  year ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Registration  of  Voters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  the  rule  was  suspended, 
the  order  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  FLATS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Harbor  confer  with  the  joint 
special  committee  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  use 
and  occupation  of  the  South  Boston  flats,  and  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  what  action,  if  any,  on 
the  part  of  the  city,  is  desirable  m  reference 
thereto. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

NUISANCE  IN  WARD  16. 

Mr.  Perki  s  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  fill  up  the  hole  at  the  corner  of  Boston 


and  Hamlet  streets,  Ward  16,  the  same  being  full 
of  water,  and  constituting  a  nuisance  dangerous 
to  the  public  health. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  have  endeavored  to  have  this 
accomplished  by  the  heads  of  departments  here, 
but  thus  far  have  failed.  There  is  a  hole  full  of 
green  water,  slimy  and  obnoxious  to  all  the  resi- 
dents in  that  vicinity.  The  city  of  Boston  required 
the  abutters  there  to  fill  up  their  portion,  which 
they  iiave  done,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
city  should  not  do  the  same.  I  have  offered  this 
order  after  consultation  with  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  special 
assignment  for  81/2  o'clock,  viz.,  resolve  and  or- 
der for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm 
Pond  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city  (City 
Doc.  No.  17)  were  laid  on  the  table,  Mr.  Pease 
stating  that  the  City  Engineer  would  not  be  able 
to  report  on  the  union  of  the  Mystic  and  Cochitu- 
ate  water  supplies  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    14,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M., 
AJderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIBMED. 

Special  Police— Page  Moore,  Dudley- street  Bap- 
tist Church  and  its  vicinity;  F.  G.  R.  Lennan, 
Fitchburg  Railroad  Station  and  bridges  in  its 
vicinity . 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Comynittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildvngs.  William  C.  Strong,  for  leave  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  on  Keurick  street.  Ward 
19. 

Getchell  &  Eldridge,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  Cambridge  street,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fxre  Department.  Joseph 
P.  French  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the  re- 
building of  the  barrel  factory  owned  by  L.  H. 
Dwelly  of  Foxcraft,  Me.,  and  occupied  by  George 
&  Proctor,  on  Second  street,  near  K  street,  which 
was  burned  on  the  5th  inst. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Phinehas  B.  Smith,  for  leave  to  build  a 
stable  for  four  horses  rear  of  42  Marcella  street, 
Higlilands. 

Sl  &  A.  R.  Whittier,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  cel- 
lar below  grade  12  for  storage  purposes  at  3-7 
Randolph,  m  a  private  way  owned  by  them. 

Mt.  Washington  Brewery  Company,  for  leave  to 
move  and  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  twelve 
horses  an  Eighth  street,  300  feet  west. 

Joseph  AV.  Robinson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Bremen  street. 

A.  J.  Houghton  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
brick  stable  for  four  horses  on  Hallock  street 
(Brewery  estate). 

William  C.  Strong,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twenty  horses  on  Kenrick  street,  Ward 
19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Otis 
Clapp  et  al,  for  the  use  of  wardrooms  in  Wards 
20,  21  and  22,  and  other  parts  of  the  city  for  meet- 
Lnas  of  citizens. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  F.  H.  Welling- 
ton, for  leave  to  run  an  omnibus  from  the  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  depot  through  Federal,  Kneeland, 
Lincoln,  Beach,  Albany,  Eliot,  Pleasant  and  Boyl- 
stou  streets  to  Dartmouth  street. 

N.  R.  Brown,  agent,  for  leave  to  give  a  conjur- 
ing exhibition  at  Music  Hall  by  Siguor  Gomez,  a 
resident  of  Boston. 

Harwood  &  Hackett,  et  al,  hack  drivers  and 
livery  stable  keepers,  that  the  licenses  to  venders 
of  fruit  on  the  street  corners  be  revoked,  as  they 
obstruct  public  travel. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  N.  Meriam 
et  al.,  that  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19,  be  macada- 
mized. 

Life  Baldwin  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Washington  street,  near  Cam- 
bridge street. 

Arthur  W.  Tufts  et  al.,  that  the  new  street  east 
of  Washington  park  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Edward  Lawrence  et  al.,  that  Warren  avenue, 
in  Charlestown,  from  City  Square  to  Warren 
Bridge,  be  pavfd  with  granite  blocks. 

F.  H.  Underwood  et  al.,  that  edaestones  and 
sidewalks  be  laid  on  portions  of  ~L  and  Sixth 
streets,  near  the  Gaston  Schoolhouse. 

Eaward  McGuinness  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be 
reset  and  the  gutters  re  paved  from  Lexington  to 
Trenton  street. 

Marcus  Griner  et  al.,  that  Boylston  street.  Ward 
17,  be  repaved  and  put  in  order. 

Charles  W.  Wilder  et  al.,  that  Washington  street 
be  paved  with  wood  or  granite  blocks  from  New- 
ton street  to  Chester  square. 

A.  C.  Paige  et  al.,  that  Fifth  street  be  macada- 
mized from  I  to  K  street. 

Charles  P.  Barry  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  portions  of  Regent  and  Airon  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Jacob  P.  Power 
et  al.,  that  H  street  from  Fourth  to  Seventh 
streets  be  lighted. 

UNFIN^SHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  rescind  license  granted  to  F.  J.  &  S. 
L.  Ward,  to  remove  gravel  and  ballast  adjacent  to 
their  wharf  at  Spectacle  Island.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  sell 


the  city  stables  on  Polk   street,  Charlestown;  the 
proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury.  Passed. 

COMMON  COUNCIL  PAPERS. 

Petitions  of  J.  G.  Whitney  et  al.,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  and  Henry  Ham- 
mond, to  Committee  on  Lamps,  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  August,  1874. 
Placed  on  file. 

The  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize 
the  paj'ment  of  certain  bills  for  materials  fur- 
nished to  the  city,  came  from  the  Common  Council 
amended  by  the  addition  of  Hicks  &  Brown,  $87; 
Henry  Poor  &  Son,  $68.13.    The  Board  concurred. 

Order  to  allow  the  registrars  of  voters  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $500  for  clerical  services  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  municipal  year. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  rise  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  order,  which  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Common  Council  by  a  member 
and  passed  without  any  explanation.  When  the 
matter  establishing  a  Board  of  Registration  of 
Voters  was  before  us,  it  was  represented  that  they 
would  do  their  own  clerical  work.  I  do  not  desire 
to  make  any  motion,  but  I  would  like  some  in- 
formation, if  any  member  is  able  to  give  it. 

Alderman  Hall — When  that  matter  was  before 
us  it  was  understood  that  the  board  would  do 
their  own  work,  but  it  was  also  clearly  understood 
that  they  were  to  employ  persons  in  the  different 
wards  jiist  before  the  lists  were  made  up.  I  under- 
stand that  the  amount  named  in  this  order  will 
not  exceed  the  amount  intended  to  be  used  in 
paying  the  men  employed  in  the  several  wards; 
that  it  will,  in  fact,  be  less,  and  enable  the  regis- 
trars to  get  along  without  some  of  those  assist- 
ants.   I  therefore  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Power— Although  it  appears  on  the 
face  of  this  order  that  it  will  add  to  the  cost  of 
the  registration  of  voter-,  when  the  facts  are 
clearly  understood  they  wiU  sliow  that  the  ex- 
pense will  be  reduced  by  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der. In  the  ordinance  establishing  the  registrars 
it  was  provided  that  they  could  employ  assistants 
in  each  of  the  wards  for  a  certain  number  of  days 
previous  to  election.  By  appropriating  this  $500 
for  extra  clerical  hire  in  their  office,  it  will  enable 
the  registrars  to  reduce  the  number  of  assistants 
in  the  different  wards.  They  want  assistance  in 
the  office  more  at  this  time  than  in  many  of  the 
wards. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  the  Harbor  to  confer 
with  Committee  of  Legislature  on  imi^rovement 
of  South  Boston  Flats  and  report  what  action  is 
desirable  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  in  rela- 
tion thereto.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fill  up  a 
hole  in  highway  at  corner  of  Boston  and  Hamlet 
streets.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  A.  R. 
Whittier  to  erect  a  building  on  Randolph  street, 
as  set  forth  in  said  order.    The  order  was  passed. 

BOND  APPBOVED. 

The  bond  of  Charles  H.  Allen,  Superintendent  of 
Lamps,  was  presented  duly  certified,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
poliiaii  Railroad  accepting  the  locations  granted 
by  this  Board  on  the  18th  of  August,  1874.  Placed 
on  file. 

BEPOETS  AND  ORDEBS  SUBMITTED. 

By  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  requests  for  additional 
appropriations  from  the  committees  on  Public  In- 
struction, Public  Buddings,  and  Common  and 
Public  Grounds — Report  that,  for  the  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  several  documents,  the  additional 
appropriations  ought  to  be  granted,  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appiopriation  for  the  Bennett 
Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  $27,700;  Gram- 
mar Schoolhouse,  Ward  15,  $4,400;  Cottage  pJace 
Schoolhouse  site,  $2000;  Common  etc.,  $700. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Puldic  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  $27,000, 
in  addition  to  tlie  amount  already  authorized,  for 
the  Bennett  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  the 
same  being  required  to  meet  the  bills  unpaid  on 
the  buildings,  also  to  complete  and  furnish  the 
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same;  the  exj)ense  to  be  charged  to  the  apyro- 
iniatioii  for  the  Bennett  Graiiiniar  Schoolhouse, 
ijrij^hton. 

Onlereil,  Th(>  Coiiiinittce  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount 
already  nuthorizud  for  a  };ramuiar  schoolhouse  in 
Ward  15,  the  same  beinp;  re(juired  to  grade  and 
pave  the  yard,  also  to  complete  a  (light  of  stone 
steps  for  the  same ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  new  grammar  school- 
house.  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
inus  be  authorizad  to  provide  additional  shed  and 
store  room  at  the  south  anc'  west  city  stables  tor 
the  Health  Department,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
ten  thousand  dollars;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  already  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges — 

Ordered,  That  the  Neponset  Bridge  be  closed  to 
public  travel  on  Monday  next,  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, and  i-emain  closed  until  the  repairs  to  be  made 
thereon  are  completed. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Hall,  Alder- 
man Cutter  said  he  could  not  give  the  exact  time 
the  bridge  would  be  closed.    It  generally  takes 
about  three  days,  and  it  would  probably  be  inside 
of  a  week. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Rocklanc'   street  between  Washington  street  and 
Dedham  line.  Ward  17,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and 
profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,   dated  Sept. 
1, 1874,  and  deposted  in  tiie  office  of  the  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Thornley  street,  between  Pleasant  street  and  Dor- 
chester avenue.  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and 
profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Sept.  5, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  tlie  office  of  said  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
East  Lenox  street,  between  Washington  street  and 
Harrison  avenue,  as  shown  on  a  plan  ancl  profile 
di-awn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  March  27, 1874, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  build  by  contract  an  iron  bridge  on 
Athens  .street,  over  the  tracks  of  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad,  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $4200. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed    to   pave  with  small  granite  blocks  the 
sjiace  outside  the  railroad  tracks  on  Fourth  street 
between  N  and  P  streets.    Estimated  cost,  $10,000. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Rockland  stree! ,  between  Wash- 
ington street  and   the  Dedham  line.  Ward  17,  ac- 
cording to  the  established  grade.  Estimated  cost, 
$1200. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
By   Alderman  Bigelow,  for   the    Committee  on 
Licenses,  Reports  as  follows: 

Wagon  Licenses  (iranted— Orrin  Ray,  36  Friend 
street;  George  (leaves  etal.,  (transfers). 

AiuusementLicenses  Granted — W.  F.  Higgins,  to 
exhibit  panoraiija  at  Wait's  Hall,  Sept.  23. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — Ed- 
ward (Gallagher,  632  Harrison  avenue. 

Billiard  Li,.ensfc  Renewed — Theodore  Twickler, 
809  Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Eleven  newsboys 
and  one  bootblack. 

Billiard  License  Refused— George  H.  Walcott, 
City  Point,  toot  of  Fourth  street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted- A.  M.  Ross,  23 
Pemberton  square. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Refused- William  Hurley, 
16  Hudson  street ;  Walton  &  McGinnis,  12  Harvard 
street;  George  H.  Walcott,  City  Point,  foot  of 
Fourth  street. 

Victuallers'  License-  Refused— Robert C.Dority, 
15971/2  Washington  street;  Henry  Byam,  124  Pleas- 
ant street. 

License  to  keep  Intelligence  Office  Granted— M. 
M.  Ellis,  114  Dorchester  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Report  in  fa- 
vor of  granting  leave  to  Edward  Habich  to  re- 
move a  tree  on  Cedar  street  between  Centre  and 
Tynchon  streets,  at  his  own  expense  and  under 


the  direction   of   the    Superintendent   of  Ptiblic 
Grounds.    Accepted. 
By  Alderman   Power,   for   the   Committee   on 

Sewers — 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
common  sewers  as  follows:  In  Sawyer  sti-eet,  at 
the  junc+ion  of  Lenox  street;  in  Centre  street,  be- 
tween Pynchon  and  Highland  streets;  and  in 
Highland  street,  between  Centre  and  Vale  streets ; 
and  of  extending  the  common  sewer  from  Dor- 
chester avenue,  opposite  Commercial  street,  in  an 
easterly  direction.  All  parties  interested  may  at 
that  time  be  heard. 

Severally  passed. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  builil  sewers  as  follows :  In  Marcella  street,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Highland  .'treets;  in  Sixth 
street,  between  F  itnd  Dorchester  streets.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  .$166.71  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  W.  H.  Bordmau  for  a  sewer  in 
Tudor  street,  and  the  same  assessed  as  follows: 
F.  O.  Prmce  and  George  S.  Cushing,  trustees  of 
Mrs.  Otis,  S108.91;  Patrick  Grant  and  C.William 
Loring,  trustees  of  Mrs.  Rice,  $46.68;  J.  D.  Bates, 
$11.12. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Em  ^ry,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands— Re  orts  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petitions  of  Mary  W.  JoJinson  for 
leave  to  surrender  land  to  the  city,  and  Charles  P. 
Baldwin  et  al.  for  modification  of  conditions  at- 
tached to  deeds  for  wharves  on  South  Bay.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  William  T.  Hart,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  the 
lot  of  laud  on  Harrison  avenue,  near  Pljtnpton 
street,  as  deeded  by  the  city  to  William  T.  Hart, 
Jan.  1, 1872,  be  extended  to  Sept.  1,  1875,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  the  sum  of  $200  within  ten  days  from  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Charles  T.  Lingham,  rear  Centre  street,  near  Per- 
kins street.  Ward  15:  C.  H.  B.  Breck,  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Oak  square,  Ward  19;  AVhittier 
Machine  Co.,  Culvert  and  Hampshire  streets;  M. 
Drinan  &  Co.,  Langdon,  corner  George  street; 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  on  line  of  Allen 
street.  Also  report  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion of  Stephen  H.  Tarbell  to  construct  a  cellar 
below  grade  at  12  at  50-52  Hudson  street,  for 
storage,  provided  said  cellar  shall  be  boxed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Health.  Serer- 
ally  accepted. 

AJderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  was  ordered  by  this  Board  that  the 
sum  of  $2500  be  allowed  and  paid  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Sewers  for  that  department's  expense 
of  dredging  the  Roxbui-y  Canal,  in  1872;  and 

Whereas,  The  actual  expense  which  was  voted 
and  drawn  for  by  the  Committee  on  Sewers  and 
paid  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  was  $2550:  there- 
fore 

Ordered,  That  said  payment  of  $C550,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
proved by  this  Board. 

Alderman  Hall  desired  an  explanation  of  the 
order,  and  Alderman  Power  saidthe  mistake  was 
owing  to  a  clerical  error  in  the  d-awing  of  the  or- 
der, which  was  passed  for  $2500,  when  it  should 
have  been  $2550,  as  that  amount  was  voted  by  the 
committee.  The  expense  was  incurred  in  dredg- 
ing the  old  Roxbury  Canal,  which  has  to  be  done 
every  four  or  five  years  on  account  of  the  sewers 
which  empty  into  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice  ard  passed. 

THE  AUSTIN     FARM     AS     A     SITE     FOE     THE    HOME 
FOR  THE   POOR. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  Directors  f oi  Public  Institu- 
tions : 

Sept.  12,  1874. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Pub- 
lic Institutions,  held  this  day,  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  requesting  this  board  to  communi- 
cate to  the  City  Council  their  opinion  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17,  was  duly  con- 
sidered.   In  reply,  I  am  authorized    to  state  that 
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iu  the  opinion  of  the  board    it  is  inexijcdient  to 
erect  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm. 
Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Beadlee  President. 
Alderman  Power— I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
in  explanation  of  that  communication.  In  the 
first  place,  which  I  deem  the  most  important,  I  do 
not  txiink  that  is  in  any  way  a  fair  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, and  I  do  not  tbink  it  should  be  so  conisd- 
ered.  AVhen  the  proper  time  comes,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Home  for  the  Poor  is  before  us  again,  I 
propose  to  say  a  few  words  on  that  subject.  But 
at  present  I  will  only  say  that  two  of  the  directors 
were  absent  from  that  meeting,  and  one  was  pres- 
ent who  was  in  favor,  as  he  said,  of  the  Avistin 
farm,  but  was  not  prepared  to  vote  that  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  place  the  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
that  farm,  because  he  had  understood  that  a  com- 
mittee from  this  Government  had  mutilated  the 
original  plans,  and  until  he  knew  what  i)lan  had 
been  adopted  he  thought  it  inexpedient  to  place 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  The 
same  member  said  he  had  been  and  would  be  in 
favor  of  putting  it  on  the  Wii.throp  farm,  but 
woidd  vote  for  the  Austin  farm,  provided  the 
plans  met  his  approval.  Another  gentleman  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  that  it  was  expedient  to  put 
it  on  the  Austin  farm,  for  he  did  not  know 
much  about  the  place,  and  I  suppose  this 
Board  will  agree  with  him  from  the  fact  that 
he  thought  we  would  have'  to  drive  piles 
upon  the  ground;  tberefore  he  voted  that  it 
was  not  expedient.  That,  together  with  the 
fact  that  two  members  of  the  Board  were 
absent,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  convince  that  this 
is  not  a  tnie  expression  of  the  views  of  the  direct- 
ors. A  proposition  was  made  at  that  meeting  to 
vote  to  recommend  the  Winthrop  farm,  but  we 
could  not  get  a  vote  on  it,  some  members  being 
absent  and  some  refusing  to  vote  ac  all.  That  is 
all  I  propose  to  say  now,  but  wlien  this  matter 
comes  before  this  Board  again  I  propose  to  give  a 
lull  account  of  the  meetmg  of  the  directors  at 
which  this  communication  was  tlrawu  up. 

Alderman  Peters— When  we  have  received  a  com- 
munication from  a  board  of  which  we  have  asked 
a  question,  I  hardly  think  we  should  expect  a 
criticisni  of  that  answer  from  one  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  that  board.  As  I  understand  that  meeting, 
ten  out  of  twelve  directors  were  present,  and  the 
vote  stood  seven  to  three,  two  of  the  latter  being 
from  South  Boston,  and  after  the  vote  was  taken 
the  other  member  desired  to  change  his  vote,  but 
was  not  allowed  to  do  so,  they  thinking  it  best 
not  to  change  the  record.  I  think  we  are  as  far 
as  ever  from  the  facts.  I  do  not  deem  that  a  fair 
expression  of  opinion.  I  move  that  the  com- 
munication be  recommitted  to  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions,  with  directions  to  state  tbeir 
objections  in  detail  to  the  Austin  Farm  as  a  site 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

Aldermaii  Power— I  move  to  amend,  that  they 
be  requested  to  recommend  a  place  as  a  site  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor,  with  their  reasons  therefor. 
Alderman  Peters — 1  accept  the  amendment. 
Alderman  Stebbins— 1  think  the  better  way 
perhaps,  to  reach  the  information  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  17  ilesires  will  be  to  place  th's 
coiumunication  on  file,  or  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  and  then  pass  an  order  re- 
questinir  the  directors  to  furnish  the  City  Council 
with  information  as  to  which  site  they  consider 
best  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  It  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  discourteous  to  refer  back  to  the 
directors  a  communication  in  answer  to  a  direct 
quet-tion.  I  should  feel  so  if  I  was  a  member  of 
that  board.  I  think  the  better  plan  would  be  to 
I'efer  ttie  communication  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  and  then  introduce  an  order 
of  inquiry  for  the  opinion  of  the  directors  as  to 
the  best  site. 

Alderman  Peters — So  far  as  I  am  conversant 
with  the  facts,  the  Board  of  Directors  would  pre- 
fer the  recommit tal,  I  think  a  majority  of  them 
would  prefer  to  have  us  do  so.  It  was  a  direct  ques- 
tion, and  they  did  nol:  feel  authorized  to  give  their 
opinion  in  detail.  1  do  not  think  they  A\ill  think 
it  is  discouiteous. 

Alderman  Power — In  reply  to  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  17  said,  I  will  say  I  do  not  know 
of  any  member  of  that  board  who  desired  to 
change  his  vote  and  I  uid  not  hear  any  luember 
express  such  a  desire. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  referring  the  communication  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  and  it  no  one  else 
will  introduce  the  order  of  inquiry,  I  will. 


Alderman  Cutter— We  asked  a  direct  question, 
and  have  got  a  square  answer,  and  why  do  you 
want  to  send  it  to  one  of  our  committees?  No- 
member  of  the  directors  has  put  in  a  minority  re- 
port, and  we  must  take  that  as  their  unanimous 
judgment  that  the  Austin  farm  is  au  unfit  place 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  whole  matter  is  al- 
ready before  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions. If  this  communication  comes  before  them 
as  the  opinion  of  the  directors  that  the  Austin 
farm  is  not  a  proper  place  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor,  it  will  perhaps  have  some  weight  with  that 
committee,  who  may  report  against  it.  If  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  are  opposed  to  the 
Austin  farm  as  a  site  for  the  Home  for  the  Poor, 
I  will  not  vote  for  it. 

AI  erman  Emery — I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  IS  in  the  right,  as  to  the  proper  disposi- 
tion to  make  of  this  answer  to  the  interrogatory 
of  the  City  Council.  If  gentlemen  wish  the  direc- 
tors to  select  a  site,  they  can  put  in  au  order  ask- 
ing them  to  give  us  their  reasons.  Furihermore, 
if  it  is  recommitted  to  the  directors  to  state  their 
reasons,  such  a  statement  may  be  very  difficult  to 
give.  One  member  may  oppose  it  for  "one  reason, 
and  another  for  another  reason.  There  may  be  a 
great  variety  of  reasons,  t  certainly  think  the 
proper  course  will  be  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  I'ublic  Institutions,  and  if  we  desire  the  opinion 
of  the  directors  at  length,  let  us  ask  for  it  by  a 
separate  order. 

Alderman  Peters -It  was  out  of  deference  to  the 
dissenting  members  of  the  directors  that  I  took 
the  course  1  did.  If  we  refer  it  back  to  them  it 
allows  them  to  make  a  minority  report.  The  City 
Council  now  has  a  report  which,  when  ]>laced  on 
file,  will  appear  to  be  unanimous.  By  referring  it 
back,  we  give  the  minority  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard,  while  it  seems  to  "me  that  we  move  the 
previous  question  on  them,  so  to  spejk,  if  we  re- 
fer it  to  another  committee. 

Alderman  Power— I  thought  it  was  clearly  un- 
derstood why  that  rejiort  should  not  be  considered 
unanimous.  The  reply  was  called  for  as  soon  as 
possible  from  the  directors,  and  it  was  sent  back 
as  soon  as  possible.  Certain  directors  voted  as 
they  did  because  they  were  not  prepared  to  vote 
as  their  preferences  lay  for  a  site  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor.  The  directors  could  not  agree  upon  a 
site,  and  I  think  that  report  was  sent  in  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  more  time.  As  I  said  before, 
when  this  matter  comes  before  this  Board  in 
proper  form,  I  propose  to  state  precisely  how  this 
answer  was  got  up,  and  give  precisely  the  doings 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Alderman  Hall— Inasmuch  as  it  would  be  bette'- 
to  have  a  positive  statement  from  each  of  the 
twelve  directors  than  to  have  one  statement  from 
one  member  alone,  I  shall  favor  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  17.  Then  each  member 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  place  himse'f  upon 
record,  and  will  not  need  to  have  one  member  ex- 
plain the  opinion  of  ,,he  whole  board. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  no  objection  to  the  re- 
committal to  the  directois,  and  I  do  not  oesire  to 
make  any  statement  here  until  members  have  the 
opportunity  that  they  ought  to  have  to  become 
conversant  with  the  subject. 

AUlermaii  Stebbiiis— It  may  be  very  good  tor 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  state  w'hat 
they  vvould  like  to  have  done.  I  suppose  it  is  to 
be  inferred  that  some  Of  the  i  irectors  were  ab- 
sent, and  when  the  board  met  they  took  up  the 
business  before  them.  If  members  have  not  in- 
terest enough  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  IJoard 
of  Directors  ana  puc  in  minority  reports,  they 
should  suffer  the  consequences,  not  we.  The  gen- 
tlemen have  had  time  to  prepare  a  minoritv  or 
dissenting  report,  if  they  had  seen  fit;  we  have 
nothing  but  a  majority  report,  which,  a^^  it  stands, 
reflects  the  opinions  of  the  entire  Board  of  Direct- 
ors. I  do  not  believe  in  sending  it  back,  for  I 
think  it  would  be  discourteous. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  this  report  will  be  sent 
back.  One  of  the  directors  is  in  Em  ope,  and  an- 
other was  out  of  town,  and  they  will  soon  return 
and  we  shall  have  a  vote  of  the  whole  board.  In- 
asmuch as  one  member  of  that  board  proposes  to 
five  this  Board  the  reasons  of  each  of  the  others, 
should  prefer  to  have  it  recommitted,  that  each 
member  may  give  bis  own  reasons. 

AldermanBiooks — It  seems  to  me  that  here  is  a 
direct  answer  to  a  question  from  this  Board,  and 
I  cannot  see  why  we  ^  hould  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  who  will  all  know 
what  the  answer  is.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  accept  the  report,  and  then  if  any  gen- 
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tleman  desires  further  information  he  can  intro- 
duce another  order. 

Alderman  Cutter — Tliis  being  a  joint  committeejk 
it  is  due  to  the  Common  Council  tliat  this  report 
should  reach  them  before  it  is  recommitted. 

Alderman  I'eters — The  report  will  go  to  the 
Council,  of  course,  and  they  will  have  to  concur 
in  our  action  before  it  can  go  back  to  the  di- 
rectors. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  recommittal  will  cut 
them  off.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  should 
be  laid  before  both  branches. 

The  Chaiiman — The  report  will  go  to  the  Coun- 
cil for  concurrent  action. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  Alderman  Stebbins's  mo- 
tion to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions and  it  was  lost— 5  for,  G  against.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  on  Alderman  Peters's  motion. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  uope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  That  is  certainly" as  good  a  report  as  I 
want,  and  why  not  let  it  go  to  the  other  branch? 
It  is  a  square  answer  to  a  direct  question  asked  by 
the  City  Council.  Why  not  let  it  goto  the  other 
branch  as  it  is?  They  say  it  is  an  unsuitable 
place. 

Alderman  Peters — I  think  the  gentleman  who 
last  spoke  is  laboring  under  a  delusion,  or  else  I 
am  under  a  delusion  as  to  his  position.  If  this 
recommittal  is  made,  the  report  goes  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  who  will  have  the  same  opportunity 
to  act  upon  it  tliat  we  have  had.  And  before  it 
goes  back  to  the  directors  the  two  branches  will 
have  to  concur. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understand  that;  and  the 
gentleman  can  ask  the  opinion  of  the  directors  if 
he  likes  to;  he  can  ask  them  any  question  he 
chooses.  But  this  question  has  been  answered, 
and  if  this  Board  desires  more  answers  let  them 
ask  for  them  by  separate  orders. 

Alderman  PoWer — The  Board  of  Diiectcrs  d© 
not  say  the  Austin  farm  is  an  unsuitable  place. 
They  simply  say  it  i«  inexpedient  to  build  there. 
The  board  think  there  are  other  places  where  it 
would  be  more  for  the  city's  interest  to  put  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  Some  of  them  are  in  favor  of 
its  remaining  on  Gallop's  Island. 

Alderman  Cutter — If  the  gentleman  prefers  un- 
suitable to  unfit,  all  right;  they  mean  the  same 
thing. 

Alderman  Peters — I  did  not  make  this  motion, 
nor  the  one  at  the  last  session,  to  cause  delay.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  members  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rec.ors  of  Public  Institutions,  who  have  devoted 
their  whole  lives  to  this  i?ubject,  could  give  a  bet- 
ter opinion  as  to  the  location  than  we.  When  I 
made  the  first  motion  I  supposed  they  would  re- 
port more  at  length.  They  misunderstood  the 
order  if  they  supposed  it  meant  such  a  brief  re- 
port as  the  one  we  have  received.  For  that  reason 
I  made  the  motion  I  have  today.  I  should  like  to 
get  from  the  Board  of  Directors  an  opinion  by 
which  we  could  learn  something. 

Alderman  Power— That  is  one  reason  why  I 
think  we  should  send  it  back  to  them.  I  tried  to 
get  them  to  put  into  the  report  a  recommendation 
of  some  place.  But  I  do  not  believe  you  can  get 
them  to  recommend  one.  If  you  get  them  to  do  so 
it  will  be  more  than  one  member  of  that  board 
could  get  them  to  do. 

AUlerman  Cutter— What  is  the  use  of  sending  it 
back  to  them?  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  inti- 
mates that  he  has  no  confidence    in  their  opinion. 

Alderman  Wjrthington — I  hope  it  will  be  sent 
back  to  them.  We  all  knew  they  were  opposed  to 
building  this  institution  on  the  Austin  farm.  They 
have  put  it  to  vote,  and  a  majority  have  so  voted, 
and  they  want  this  to  be  received  as  their  opinion. 
We  are  entitled  to  reasons  for  it.  i^ny  man  nf 
common  sense  will  see  that  we  want  their  leasons, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  get  them.  Let  us  give  the 
minority  an  opportunity  to  report  and  learn  how 
the  Board  of  Directors  stand.  This  is  certainly 
not  a  satisfactory  answer  to  me. 

Alderman  Peters — Another  reason  for  recom- 
mittal is  that  the  Alderman  presenting  the  re- 
port says  it  is  not  a  fair  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  that  board,  but  an  answer  of  a  majority 
simply. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  is  the  report  of  the  direct- 
ors, and  should  not  be  considered.  It  should  not 
be  considered  as  the  report  of  the  majority 
simply. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  was  adopted— 
6  for,  5  against, — and  the  report  was  recommitted 
to  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  with  direc- 
tions to  state  their  objections  in  detail  to  the 
Austin  farm  as  a  site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor, 


and  also  to  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  a  suita- 
ble site  and  their  reasons  for  such  a  selection. 

OHAMMAB  SCHOOLHOUSE  ON  ROXUURY  A>'D  KING 
STREETS. 

-Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twerty- 
six  thousand  dollars,  appropriateil  by  an  order 
l)assed  July  20, 1874,  for  the  purchase  of  land  oa 
the  corner  of  Uoxbury  and  King  streets,  as  a  site 
for  a  primary-school  house,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  be  authorized  to  expend  a  fur- 
ther sum,  not  exceeding    two  thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  an  explanation  of  this 
order,  and  Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Commitiee 
on  Public  Instruction  had  fully  reported  on  the 
subject  some  time  ago,  tha  Committee  on  Finance 
had  recommended  the  extra  apjiropriation,  and 
the  order  therefor  had  been  passed.  This  order 
was  to  obtain  permission  to  .spend  the  money. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

PROPOSED    RAISING    OF    GRADE  OF  PRISON   POINT 
BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  re- 
quested to  procure  and  submit  to  the  City  Council 
plans  and  e^timates  for  raising  the  grade  of 
Prison  Point  Bridge  and  the  approaches  thereto, 
so  as  to  cross  the  rracks  of  the  Fitchburg,  Boston 
&  Maine,  Eastern,  and  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad 
by  bridges;  and  also  to  report  whether  any  addi- 
tional legislation  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
assessment  of  an  equitable  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  raising  said  grade  upon  the  several  rail- 
road companies  benefited  thereby,  the  expense 
of  procuring  the  plans  and  estimates  to  be 
ch.irged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

AMevman  Stebbins— Is  it  contemplated  to  have 
unity  of  action  between  this  city  and  Cambridge  in 
this  matter?  One  of  these  railroads  lies  wholly 
within  the  limits  of  Cambridge  and  certainly  ii 
we  are  benefited  they  will  be. 

Alderman  Harris — I  conferred  with  the  engi- 
neer, and  he  said  he  was  willing  to  make  a  rough 
draft  to  cover  the  estimates,  and  we  cannot  defi- 
nitely determine  what  is  best  to  be  done  until  we 
get  the  matter  before  us  in  official  form.  The 
place  is  a  very  dangerous  one,  and  many  persons 
and  teams  have  to  cross  it  daily.  As  to  the  esti- 
mates, there  will  be  no  expense  in  ascertaining 
what  this  new  road  will  cost.  It  would,  of  course, 
be  desirable  for  Cambridge  to  join  in  the  matter, 
but  until  we  can  investigate  the  subject  more 
thoroughly,  I  do  not  believe  it  necessary  to  allude 
to  Camuri'dge. 

Alderman  Stebbins — My  inquiry  did  not  lead  to 
the  immediate  cost  of  preparing  plans  so  much  as 
to  assessing  betterments.  The  order  does  not 
pri  pose  to  have  any  portion  of  the  assessments 
made  by  Cambridge.  The  track  of  the  Lowell 
Railroad  in  that  vicinity  is  almost  entirely  in  the 
city  of  Cambridge,  I  think.  If  the  order  can  be 
amended  so  as  to  include  Cambridge,  I  shall  have 
no  objection  to  it. 

Alderman  Power— I  never  heard  of  that  order 
before,  and  I  should  suppose  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  as  the  ex- 
pense has  to  come  from  the  appropriation  for 
Bridges,  it  is  but  fair  that  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  should  act  upon  the  order.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  order  be  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

ORDER  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  submitted  an  order  giving  notice  to  John 
C.  O'Callanan,  Samuel  B.  Pierce,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Clapp  and  A.  P.  Wheelock,  and  all  others  interest- 
ed, to  remove  obstructions  projecting^  on  the  line 
of  Columbia  street  (as  laid  out  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners) on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next  ensuing. 

The  order  was  passed. 

TRAPS  FOR  WATER  CONDUCTORS. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Sewers  be  re- 
quested to  report  as  early. as  practicable  upon  the 
expediency  of  requiring  traps  to  be  provided  in 
the  connections  between  water  conductors  and 
sewers,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  foul  air 
through  said  conductors. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


COMMON      COUNCIL. 


517 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    17,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7.30  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Skeparcl,  President,  iu  the  cbair. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOABD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Remonstrance  of  J.  B.  French  et  al.,  and  peti- 
tions of  Otis  Clapp  et  al.,  W.  C.  Strong,  and  Getch- 
ell  &  Eldredge.  Severallj'  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
titions of  Mary  W.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  surrender 
to  the  city  a  lot  of  land  on  Newbury  street,  and  of 
Edward  P.  Baldwin  et  al.,  for  a  modification  of  the 
eonditions  attached  to  deeds  of  wharves  on  the 
South  Bay.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  oi'der  to  extend  time  to  Sept  1,  1875, 
for  William  T.  Hart  to  build  on  land  on  Harrison 
avenue,  near  Plympton  street.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  sale  by  auc- 
tion of  the  stable  belonging  to  the  city  on  Polk 
street,  Charlestown.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  additional  shed  and  store 
room  to  be  provided  at  the  South  and  West  city 
stable*,  for  the  He.Tlth  Department,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  5flO,000.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  transfers  from  the 
Reserved  Fund,  as  follows:  Bennett  Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  $27,700;  grammar  school- 
house.  Ward  15,  $4400;  (^ottage-plaoe  schoolhouse 
site,  $2000;  Common,  etc.,  $700. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  do  not  rise,  sir,  to  op- 
pose this  order  for  these  transfers,  but  I  really 
think  that,  so  long  as  we  are  the  custodians  of  the 
city's  money,  it  is  out  fair  that  we  should  have  an 
explanation  ot  what  these  amounts  are  for.  I  re- 
fer particularly  to  the  Bennett  Schoolhouse,  in 
Brighton.  Coming  through  so  many  hands,  it  may 
be  all  right,  but  1  do  not  understand  it.  If  the 
work  was  begun  out  there  as  it  is  in  other  parts 
of  the  city,  with  regular  plans  and  a  contract, 
that  additional  appropriation  of  $27,000  is  some- 
thing out  of  the  way  and  extraordinary,  it  seems 
to  me,  and  the  Committee  on  Public"  Buildings 
should  make  some  explanation  of  It.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  complaint  among  taxpayers  of  the 
immense  cost  of  our  public  buildings,  particularly 
our  schoolhouses,  and  it  is  high  time  for  us  to 
look  this  matter  squarely  in  the  face  and  see 
whether  there  cannot  be  some  lessening  of  that 
expense.  I  had  occasion  to  look  over  a  few  figures 
in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  public  schooUiouses 
we  have  erected  in  a  year  and  a  half.  I  find  that 
the  Centre-street  School,  located  on  the  road  to 
Jamaica  Plain,  near  a  crossina:  of  the  Providence 
Railroad,  cost,  aside  from  the  land,  $144,000— and 
that  for  a  house  for  which  I  am  told  there  are  not 
chiUben  enough  to  fill  it,  and  where  the  Street 
Commissioners  say  we  have  got  to  layout  an  extra 
street  to  render  that  schoolhouse  available.  I 
find  that  an  engine  house  at  Brighton,  with- 
out any  land  at  all,  cost  $50,000  that  the 
Dudley  School  in  Roxbury,  aside  from  the 
land,  cost  $138,000;  and  we  are  now  building 
a  schoolhouse  on  Quincy  street,  in  Ward  14  or  15, 
for  $50,000,  aside  from  the  land  .Now,  sir,  it  does 
strike  me  that  all  these  appropriations  for  pub- 
lic buUdings  are  very  large.  But  I  merely  rise  to 
ask  this  Council  to  stop  and  consider  whether  it 
is  not  feasible  to  reduce  our  expenditures  for 
public  school  and  engine  houses.  It  is  high  time 
that  the  taxpayers  should  be  respected  by  this 
body.  We  are  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple. Other  parties  may  make  plans  for  work, 
but  here  is  the  place  where  they  come  to 
get  the  money.  I  think  there  has  been  too 
great  extravagance  and  we  should  stop  it.  This 
matter  should  be  considered  by  the  proper  com- 
mittees and  the  proper  parties  consulted  in  regard 
to  these  public  buildings.  I  find,  by  inquiry,  that 
the  school  board  have  no  authority  in  this  matter 
of  schoolhouses.  They  merely  designate  in  w hat 
district  a  school  shall  be  located  and  the  cbmmit- 
tee  of  this  Government  puts  up  the  building.  I 
am  told  that  the  Dudley  Schoolhouse  is  much 
complained  ot — that  it  is  not  considered  a  proper 
building.    That  thing  should  not  be,  and  1  hope 


this  body  -will  hereafter  look  to  the  appropriations 
they  make  in  regard  to  these  buildings. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The  gentlemn)i  makes 
inquiry  in  regard  to  the  Bennett  SctiooUiou<e  in 
Brighton.  That  was  begun  before  that  town  was 
annexed  to  the  city  ot  Boston,  and  for  any  tin-' 
usual  cost  in  that  structure  t-he  city  is  not  respon- 
sible. The  particulars  of  the  expense  of  that 
building  may  be  seen  in  City  Document  No.  77. 
The  difticulty  in  this  case  arose  from  a  miaunder- 
standing  at  "the  commencement  of  the  year  as  to 
the  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  building. 
If  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildmgs  had  known 
that  it  was  going  to  take  so  much,  they  would  hot 
have  done  as  they  did.  The  architect  m  charge  of 
the  job  was  called  upon  to  state  what  amounts 
were  not  covered  by  tlie  contracts  made  by  the 
town  of  Brighto'.i,  the  citv  of  Boston  having 
no  authority  in  the  matter.  Through  some 
misunderstanding  the  architect  gave  us  a 
wrong  impression  as  to  some  points  not 
provided  for,  and,  therefore,  the  appropria- 
tion fell  short.  The  house  is  not  built  ac- 
cording to  our  plans,  and  it  will  cost  considerably 
more  than  if  it  had  been.  But  everything  is  ex- 
plained in  the  report.  The  statement  was  made 
that  the  land  had  been  paid  for,  but  we  found 
that  it  had  not  been,  and  that  it  hau  to  come  out 
of  the  balance  left  by  the  town  of  Brighton.  In 
this  ca=e  Uie  committee  are  not  responsible  for 
anything  except  what  we  uid  not  find  out  at  the 
first  of  the  year,  and  we  supposed  that  we  had 
found  It  out".  An  architect  is  in  charge  of  the  whole 
job  and  everytliing  has  to  go  through  his  hands. 
That  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  say  on  that  point. 
As  to  the  gentleman's  statement  in  regard 
to  the  large  exiiense  of  our  schoolhouses,  I 
would  remaik  that,  although  they  cost  a  great  deal 
of  money  they  are  very  large  buildings,  and 
since  tlie  new  builiing  law  was  enacted 
the  cost  has  been  very  much  increased,  and 
the  structures  are  much  more  substantial. 
The  buildings  of  which  he  speaks  were  contracted 
for  at  a  time  when  labor  and  materials  were  much 
higher  than  they  are  today.  I  presume  the  same 
buddings  could  "now  be  erected  for  $15,000  or  $20,- 

000  less  thau  they  could  then.  I  think  the  Dudley 
Schoolhouse  covers  an  area  of  20,000  feet  of  land. 
We  cannot  build  a  schoolhouse  adapted  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  pupils  and  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  our  school  system  for 
much  less  than'  $10  a  foot  for  the  land  occupied 
The  cost  is  now  being  reduced.  It  is  true  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  prepare  plans  for 
the  schoolhouse,  but  they  are  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  for  approval, 
and  although  the  School  Committee  may  not  have 
a  direct  voice  in  the  approval  of  them,  I  think  the 
sub-committee  having  them  in  charge  have  always 
consulted  them,  and  1  do  not  think  the  sub-corn 
mittee  should  be  held  entirely  responsible. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — As  one  member  of  this 
Council,  I  am  very  glad  this  discussion  has  been 
started  by  the  gentleman  from  the  Thirteenth 
Ward.  If  there  is  one  thing  that  the  taxpayers 
can  justly  complain  of  it  is  the  enormous  expendi- 
ture for  schoolhouses.  I  believe  it  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  no  contract  has  ever  been  made  for  the 
building  of  any  one  schoolhouse,  but  that  an  ex- 
pense of  from  twenty-five  to  forty  per  cent,  has 
been  added  in  order  to  complete  the  building,  and 

1  think  the  taxpayers  have  a  right  to  complain  of 
these  enormous  expenditures.  Of  this  particular 
ca«e  I  know  nothing  whatever,  except  that  I  do 
not  believe  the  city  lias  any  title  to  the  land  upon 
which  it  is  built.  That  may  be  a  bold  proposition, 
but  I  found,  after  weeks  and  months  of  examina- 
tion, that  the  Wilson  Hotel  property  in  Brigh- 
ton was  under  attachment  until  several 
weeks  after  I  raised  the  question  in  the 
Council  of  the  validity  of  the  city's  title  to  it.  I 
am  informed  that  the  property  here  mentioned 
was  still  under  attachment  within  a  week.  I  may 
be  wrongly  informed.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
ought  to  be  somebody's  duty  to  know,  when  we 
buy  property,  whether  the  party  can  give  a  good 
title  to  it.  No  lawyer  here,  no  business  man, 
would  take  a  title  to  "property  when  it  is  encum- 
bered by  attachments;  under  no  ordinary  circum- 
stancesWould  such  a  thing  be  done.  I  was  not 
aware  that  this  matter  was  coming  up  tonight,  or 
I  should  have  inquired  about  it.  But  within  one 
week  I  have  been  informed  that  the  attachment 
to  which  I  referred  was  removed,  and  that  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  attaching  party,  which 
I  think  would  no"t  receive  the  sanction  of  a  court. 
I  merely  state  that  as  it  was  said  to  me  by  one 
of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  on  Court  street."  !My 
friends  here  from  the  Brighton  District  will  know 
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whether  there  is  auy  ground  for  that  sup:  letrtion 
or  not.  I  only  know  that  it  has  been  stateil  to  me, 
and  hence  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  state  it  here 
publicly.  It  is  somebody's  business  to  look  into 
this  matter  of  titles.  The  City  Solicitor  ex;',mines 
papers  to  sec  whether  they  are  in  proper  form  and 
whether  they  come  into  his  hands  all  light;  but  if 
there  is  a  question  of  title  it  ought  to  be  exam- 
ined into.  I  have  notified  one  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments within  a  few  days  of  the  statement  I 
have  received,  but  whether  or  not  action  has  been 
taken  1  am  not  informed.  I  should  have  had  the 
information  myself  if  I  had  known  that  this  mat- 
ter was  to  come  up.  As  to  the  merits  of  this  par- 
ticular case  under  discussion  I  know  nothing ;  but 
I  would  say  that  we  know  that  these  enormous 
expenditures  arc  not  right.  If  we  are  to  purchase 
land  for  a  building  it  should  be  done  after 
proper  examination  of  titles,  and  then  a  con- 
tract should  be  made  for  the  building  with  a 
perfect  understanding  that  it  is  to  be  finished  up 
for  that  sum,  and  those  having  charge  of  the  city's 
funds  should  know  whether  they  are  to  be  brought 
up  with  a  deficit  of  several  thousand  dollars 

Mr.  Burilitt  of  Ward  IG— I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  is  mistaken  in  stating  that  we  have 
from  twenty-five  to  forty  per  cent,  extra  charges 
on  contracts.  The  extra  amounts  are  surprisingly 
small  I  have  known  estimates  for  S40,000  or 
$50,000,  and  the  cost  prove  less  than  that 
by  ipSOtk).  It  seems  to  me  that  the  city  gets  along 
far  better  than  private  individuals.  What  the 
Wilson  Hotel  jiroperty  has  to  do  with  this  matter 
I  do  not  know,  as  the  schoolhouse  is  four  or  five 
miles  from  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  did  not  say  that  it  was 
the  same  property,  but  I  said  it  came  from  the 
same  owners,  upon  whose  property  an  attachment 
had  been  put.  That  is  the  information  I  have  re- 
ceived within  a  week. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — 1  am  not  sorry  this  ques- 
tion has  been  raised,  for  I  think  it  will  bear  a 
great  deal  of  talking  about.  In  this  particular 
case  the  contract  was  made  by  the  town  of  Brigh- 
ton and  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  got 
their  information  from  the  architect.  He  was  not 
aware  that  S13,000  of  tne  amount  appropriated 
for  land  had  been  transferred  to  other  purposes. 
The  committee  based  their  contract  on  their  in- 
formation, and  what  they  have  asked  for  they 
should  have.  But  we  shall  have  a  most  elegant 
building!  and  we  shall  have  great  credit  for  it! 
A  building  of  seven  rooms  to  cost  $100,000 !  I  find 
no  fault;  I  am  told  that  it  is  a  most  elegant  build- 
ing and  that  it  will  redound  to  the  credit  of  the 
city  so  long  as  it  stands.  In  regard  to  the  respon- 
sibility for  our  style  of  school  buildings,  that  is 
divided.  The  School  Committee  ask  for  the  loca- 
tion of  a  school  and  the  Committee  on  Tublic 
Instruction  select  the  site.  Then  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  prepare  plans  which  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
and  I  think  that  I  can  state  that  the  plans  are 
thoroughly  considered  by  that  committee.  Some- 
times they  are  modified,  but  when  they  are  ap- 
proved they  go  back  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  1  know  nothing  of  tlie  contracts,  but 
I  suppose  they  are  carefullly  drawn.  Until  the 
city  changes  the  plan  of  its  schoolhouses,  I  do  not 
believe  we  can  stop  the  enormous  expenditures  for 
them.  A  primary  schoolhouse,  such  as  the  gen- 
tleman alludes  to  in  Quincy  street,  nmst  cost  at 
least  §50,000  in  ordinarv times;  now  it  can  be  built 
for  $40,000  or  $45,000.  The  contract  was  made  lor 
that  building  when  materials  were  very  high. 
The  only  way  to  reduce  the  expense  is  to 
change  the  style  of  the  building.  I  am  told 
that  one  of  our  neighboring  municipalities 
erected  a  schoolhouse  for  $80,000,  while 
in  Boston  one  giving  the  same  accommodations 
would  cost  $120,000.  It  might  auswer  our  i)ur- 
pose  and  do  just  as  well,  but  I  do  not  know  about 
it.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  until  the  general  plan 
and  character  of  the  buildings  are  changed,  we 
cannot  lessen  the  expense. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  I  said  before,  I  did 
not  rise  to  oppose  this  order.  I  do  not  believe  in 
crying  over  spilled  milk.  My  object  was  to  pre- 
vent anything  of  the  kind  in  future.  I  would  ask 
if  those  contracts  for  the  two  schoolhouses,  which 
have  been  made  within  .  few  months,  were  at 
the  corresponding  low  rate  of  materials.  If  they 
are  to  cost  $50,000, 1  believe  they  could  have  been 
built  for  that  several  months  ago,  and  if  they 
have  been  so  contracted  for,  I  do  not  see  thnt  any- 
thing has  been  saved.  I  hope  the  appropriation 
will  not  be  used  uj).  My  idea  is  that  we  should 
take  a  lesson  from  this. 
Mr.   Burditt   of   Ward    16— The    Quincy-street 


Schoolhouse  was  contracted  for  for  about  838,000, 
but  the  heating  and  furnishing  were  excludeil,  so 
I  suppose  the  whole  building,  when  readv  for  u^e, 
will  have  cost  $44,000  or  $45,000.  I  think  the  ap- 
propriaiion  for  this  building  is  less  than  would 
liave  ))een  asked  for  two  years  ago.  It  has  got  to 
be  so  now  that  many  of  our  first-cla~-  builders 
will  i.ot  figure  for  city  work,  competition  is  so 
strong  and  they  have  to  figure  so  low.  I  do  not 
thiiik  there  is  auy  trouble  about  the  cltj'  getting 
the  worth  of  its  money. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  and 
laid  over. 

Order  authorizing  $4400  additional  to  be  expend- 
ed for  grading  and  pa\nng  the  yard  of  the  Lowell 
Schoolhouse,  Ward  15,  and  completing  a  flight  of 
stone  steps. 

Order  authorizing  $27,700  additional  to  be  ex- 
pendctl  to  meet  the  unpaid  bills  on  the  Bennett 
Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  and  to  complete  and  fur- 
nish the  building. 

Order  authoiizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceed- 
ing $2000  adtlitional,  for  purchase  of  land  on  cor- 
ner of  Roxbury  and  King  streets,  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

SITE   FOR  A  HOME    FOR  THE  POOR. 

Report  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  in 
response  to  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  build  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
recommitted  to  said  Directors,  "with  directions  to 
state  in  detail  their  objections  to  said  farm;  also 
to  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  a  suitable  site, 
and  their  reasons  for  such  a  selection." 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  recom- 
mittal. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IC— I  move  to  amend  the  in- 
structions by  striking  out  the  words  "also  to  re- 
port what,  iu  their  opinion,  is  a  suitable  site,  and 
their  reasons  for  such  a  selection."  My  reason 
for  moving  this  amendment  is  the  simple'fact  that 
if  the  directors  should  report  in  favor  of  any  site 
it  would  be  a  haril  job  for  the  city  to  buy  the  land. 
It  would  be  just  as  it  is  in  the  schoolhouse -lot  busi- 
ness. Any  man  who  owns  such  a  lot  would  ask  $3 
a  foot  for  it,  if  it  were  taxed  for  only  fifty  cents. 
No  matter  what  its  present  value  is,  the  city  wants 
it,  he  would  say,  and  the  city  must  pay  a  high 
price  fcr  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  am  inclined  to  oppose 
this  thing  entirely.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  one  of  the 
silliest  propositions  that  ever  was  made  in  the 
world.  I  thought  it  was  before,  when  it  was  first 
proposed  to  go  to  the  directors  for  advice,  and  my 
inclination  then  was  to  oppose  it.  I  was  afterwards 
sorry  that  I  had  not  done  so ;  not  because  whether  it 
went  theie  was  a  matter  of  much  consequence, 
but  because  the  credit  of  this  body  ought  lo  have 
some  bearing  upon  the  votes  we  pass.  That  is,  if 
we  are  going  to  pass  votes,  we  ought  to  consider, 
somewhat,  whether  the  votes  are  proper  and  de- 
cent to  pass.  Now,  then,  the  City  (iovernment 
has  been  discussing  this  Home  for  the  Poor  a 
great  while;  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
House  of  Correction  has  been  backwards  and  for- 
wards, and  been  before  the  public  for  a  great 
while ;  and  it  has  been  generally  supposed  and 
believed— and  I  suppose  that,  "  on  the  whole, 
itistrue— that  the  Board  of  Directors  has  hereto- 
fore been  opposed  to  any  change  whatever.  There 
has  been  a  growing  sentiment  in  the  community 
against  the  herding  together,  under  one  esiablish- 
ment,  called  a  House  of  Industry,  of  those  who 
are  poor  and  those  who  go  there  because  they  are 
criminals,  and  that  something  oughc  to  be  done  to 
separate  these  classes ;  that  something  should  be 
done  so  that  the  worthy  poor  man,  whose  oidy 
fault  is  his  poverty,  should  not  be  sent  to  a  place 
which  is  covered  all  over  with  the  scum  of  ciimi- 
nality.  I  say  this  subject  has  so  far  been  dis- 
cussed that  "the  entire  public  is  satisfied  that  the 
time  has  come  when  there  should  be  a  separation. 
I  remember  that  our  late  Mayor  Pierce  told  me 
that  if  we  could  have  a  reorganization  of  those  in- 
stitutions last  year  it  would  be  the  proudest  mo- 
ment of  his  life'  and  the  crowning  act  of  his  ad- 
ministration, preferable  lo  the  rebuilding  of  the 
burnt  district.  Now,  the  directors  have  Veen 
opjiosed  to  any  change.  If  you  talk  about 
putting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island 
they  say  there  is  not  room  enough  simply 
because"  they  want  to  keep  things  as  they  are. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  that  board, 
and  I  appreciate  the  fact  that  it  is  very  convenient 
to  have  all  those  institutions  down  the  harbor 
where  we  can  see  to  them  all  at  once  and  do  our 
business  convenientlv— and  I  must  say  that  with 
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due  regard  to  the  details  of  the  work,  the  econom- 
ical administration  of  the  affairs,  I  think  those 
who  have  charge  of  those  institutions,  so  far  as  I 
can  di.-^cover,  manage  them  as  well  as  any  such 
public  institutions  "can  be,  and  1  believe  those 
gentlemen  have  only  one  object  in  view.  But, 
being  acquainted  with  the  institutions,  and  find- 
ing it  convenient  to  have  them  located  together, 
this  broad  and  great  distinction  does  not  strike 
them  as  it  does  others  who  look  at  it  from  an  out- 
side plane,  and  attempt  to  pass  upon  it  upon  the 
principle  of  whetner  the  poor  and  the  crim- 
inal should  be  herded  together  or  should  not  be. 
But,  Mr.  President,  how  far  these  considerations 
have  an  effect  upon  the  minds  of  men  so  situated 
— whether  they  should  be  kept  where  they  can  all 
be  visited  in  one  day  —  I  do  not  care,  but  I 
should  feel  the  influence  of  this  great  con- 
venience myself,  for  I  know  how  pleasant  it 
is  to  be  able  to  visit  these  institutions  all  at  once, 
witliout  taking  up  time,  and  I  know  how  incon- 
venient it  would  be  to  have  one  of  these  institu- 
tions entirely  separated  and  Inland.  But  if  the 
good  of  the"  community  and  the  true  position  of 
the  worthy  poor  require  it,  the  convenience  of  no- 
body, not  even  the  directors,  ought  to  stand  or 
militate  against  it  whatever.  If  there  is  too  much 
work  for  one  board,  you  can  find  plenty  of  philan- 
thropic men  who  v/il'l  take  charge  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  relieve  the  present  board  of  it  altogether, 
If  that  becomes  essential,  there  is  no  sort  of  dif- 
ficulty about  it.  Now.  then,  to  come  to  this  specific 
point.  I  started  out  by  r^aying  that  I  thought  it 
was  a  very  foolisli  proposition;  and  I  think  it  is. 
AVhy,  after  this  subject  has  been  under  discussion 
year  after  year,  after  it  has  finally  culminated,  so 
that  it  has  got  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  of 
this  Government,  who  have  searched  for  the  best 
and  cheapest  site,  and  after  a  full  examination 
they  settled  down  upon  two  or  three,  which  the 
whole  City  Government  went  to  see;  and  they 
went  with  the  idea  that  it  was  a  fixed,  settled  fact, 
that,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  the  Home  for 
the  Poor  should  be  on  the  main  laud,  and  away 
from  the  islands  ;  after  all  that  was  done, 
the  City  Government,  after  looking  at  all 
the  places,  after  taking  a  view  of  air  of  them, 
made  a  selection — and  then  you  turn  round  and 
ask  the  Board  of  Directors  if  that  is  a  suitable 
site,  and  if  we  have  done  right.  After  we  had 
taken  time  to  consider,  when  we  had  a  good  com- 
mittee and  had  been  everywhere  to  see  for  our- 
selves, somebody  comes  up  and  asks  the  board 
what  they  think  about  this.  We  have  done  the 
best  we  knew  how;  we  have  bought  the  land,  and 
now  we  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  and  let  us 
ask  somebody  whether  we  have  done  right!  Now, 
what  a  ridiculous  proposition  it  is !  Well,  it  came 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Why  it  was 
started  I  cannot  state.  I  do  not  believe  it  was 
started  witli  the  idea  of  getting  any  favorable 
opinion  from  the  directors.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  person  who  started  it  really  believed  in  his  own 
mind  tliat  he  does  not  know  anything  about  it,  or 
that  the  directors  only  did,  or  that  he  was  ready  to 
take  their  judgment  in  preference  to  his.  It  was 
done  to  embarrass  the  measure,  to  fight  a  great 
project  in  detail,  and  get  people  to  oppose  it  from 
petty  and  small  considerations.  Now,  there  is  an- 
other thmg  which  illustrates  this.  Here,  for  in- 
stance, on  the  programme  in  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness, is  an  order  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  to  advertise  for  plans  and  spe- 
cifications for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  That  order 
comes  from  the  same  Board  which  wants  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Board  of  Directors  as  to  whether  this 
is  a  suitable  location.  Now,  then,  they  have  the 
opinion  of  the  directors  as  to  the  plans,  which 
have  been  examined  over  and  over  again, 
which  were  drawn  under  the  eye  of  this  very 
Board  of  Directors,  when,  years  ago,  it 
was  talked  of  having  this  building  some- 
where else— plans  made  after  a  long  and  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject.  What  is  wanted  in 
the  way  of  plans  for  such  a  building  is  what  the 
directors  do  and  are  expected  to  know  something 
about ;  and  yet  you  undertake  to  advertise  for  plans 
and  specifications  for  a  Home  for  the  Pooor,  when 
the  architects  have  got  to  find  out  what  is  needed, 
how  to  classify  so  many  men  and  women,  so  that 
you  can  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for 
taking  care  of  such  a  large  number,  differing  in 
their  associations  and  bringing  up, — and  all  this 
is  to  be  done  by  men  who  know  nothing  about  it. 
So,  when  you  have  plans  that  the  directors  have 
made  and  approved,  you  disregard  them  and  un- 
dertake to  advertise  for  others;   you  may  pass 


upon  a  thing  that  you  know  nothing  about,  and 
which  they  are  farhiliar  wdth;  and  you  ask  their 
opinion  about  a  thing  that  they  know  nothing 
more  about  than  you  do,  and  you  do  not  take  their 
judgment  in  things  that  they  know  sometliing 
about.  It  is  one  of  the  most  ridiculous  proijosi- 
tions  I  ever  heard.  You  have  in  that  report  the 
reply  of  the  president  of  the  directors.  I  think 
there  should  have  been  iiresented  an  abstract 
of  the  record  i'lstead.  So  far  as  this  Home  for 
the  Poor  is  concerned,  there  is  no  mystery  about 
it.  The  poor  breathe  the  same  air  that  we  do, 
rich  as  we  are ;  they  drink  the  same  water  that  we 
drink ;  they  are  fed  and  nourished  by  the  same 
meats,  and  cared  for  by  the  same  things  that  we 
are ;  there  is  no  mystery  about  it.  All  you  have  got 
to  do  is  to  get  a  nice  place ;  any  farm  in  New  Eng- 
land that  is  fit  for  a  Yankee  farmer  to  live  on  is 
a  suitable  site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  Any 
farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  is  a  suitable  place. 
We  know  all  about  it  as  well  as  the  directors  do ; 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case  they  cannot 
know  anything  more.  If  you  talk  about  trans- 
portation it  is  the  same  thing.  If  my  friend  goes 
to  War:l  16  to  live,  he  gets  his  compensation ;  his 
coal  and  provisions  are  feent  out  to  his  house,  and 
if  he  lives  in  the  city  it  is  the  same  thing.  And 
with  this  enormous  institution  it  is  about  the 
same.  Now  the  Austin  farm  is  in  shape  and  size 
just  like  the  Boston  Common — as  near  as  two  peas 
in  the  same  pod.  We  bought  this  farm  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor,  and  paid  876,000  for  it.  Now 
it  comes  up  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
one  man  says,  "I  do  not  think  that  is  the 
place,  because  the  city  will  spread  and  it 
will  be  right  in  the  centre  of  population, 
within  a  few  years."  That  is  no  peculiar  infor- 
mation. If  it  does,  and  if  the  city  has  to  change, 
nothing  is  lost,  but  it  will  turn  out  that  the  city 
makes  money  out  of  it  and  gets  the  building  into 
the  bargain.  Another  man  says,  "I  do  not  know 
about  this  Austin  farm ;  you  may  have  to  drive 
spiles  there."  Any  one  who  has  been  out  there 
knows  that  you  will  as  soon  have  to  drive  spiles 
into  Ml.  Washington.  Anotlier  man  says,  "I  am 
in  favor  of  the  Austin  farm,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
vote  for  it  because  the  City  Government  has  mu- 
tilated the  plans."  Now,  suppose  you  take  those 
three,  add  them  to  the  three  who  voted  for  it,  and 
wit^:  the  two  ^vho  were  absent  you  have  a  major- 
ity. If  you  take  their  reasons  you  will  utterly  dis- 
regard their  votes.  So  much  for  that.  Now, 
here  is  the  record  of  the  directors'  meeting : 

"The  order  of  the  City  Council  in  relation  to 
the  Austin  farm  as  a  location  for  the  Home  for  the 
Poor  was  considered.  Mr.  Power  moved  that  the 
board  reply  to  the  order,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Board  it  is  expedient  to  erect  the  Home  for 
the  Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote  :  Yeas— Messrs.  Belknap,  Power  and 
Dean.  Nays— Messrs.  Bradlee,  Denio,  Donahoe, 
Cummings,  Sayward,  Fagin  and  Pease.  Absent- 
Messrs.  Little  and  Baldwin." 

Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  state  that 
so  far  as  this  Austin  farm  is  concerned,  while  I 
think  it  is  eminently  a  fit  place  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor,  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  only  fit  place  for  it. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  if  I  were  going  with  this 
body  of  seventy-four  men  to  select  a  place,  and 
we  looked  at  one,  and  I  said  I  thought  there  is  no 
better  place  than  this,  and  if  my  friend  from  the 
Twenty-first  Ward,  Mr.  Kent,  should  say  there  is 
a  better  place  than  this,  and  then  if  there  should 
be  a  majority  of  one  in  favor  of  his  place,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  should  care  enough  to  say  anything 
about  it.  And  yet  if  you  are  going  to  get  an 
opinion,  what  is  that  opinion  worth  when  a 
man  who  is  adverse  to  it  votes  against  the 
whole  concern  because  of  a  dislike  to  a  de- 
tail? My  notions  about  locations  are  such 
that,  so  far  as  my  inclinations  are  concerned, 
I  had  quite  as  leave  see  this  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  city's  land  in  the  town  of  Win- 
throp,  if  the  City  Governr  entis  ready  to  gc  there, 
and  if  the  decision  had  been  to  go  there,  I  should 
not  have  objected  to  it.  It  is  a  proper  enough 
place,  and  the  other  will  do  too.  If  you  had  taken 
the  piece  of  land  in  Neponset  or  Dedham  nobody 
would  hav  e  had  reason  to  object  to  them.  Now,wheh 
this  vote  of  the  directors  was  had,  with  this  re- 
sult of  thiee  against  the  balance,  the  talk  that  was 
had  was  such  that  if  they  had  voted  as  tney  talked 
I  know  we  could  have  had  a  location  of  this  Home 
for  the  Poor.  But  they  talked  and  gave  reasons, 
and  when  they  voted  they   voted   the  other  way, 
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and  that  is  the  kind  of  folks  you  want  to  get  an 
opinion  from.  Hut  let  us  take  another  glance  at 
the  rec^ord : 

"Mr.  Dean  submitted  the  following  vote:  'Voted, 
That  the  ))o;u'd  is  of  opiniou  that  it  is  not  expedi- 
ent to  ))uil(l  a  llonu;  for  tlu>  Poor  upon  the  Aiiscin 
farm,  because  the  city  o'.ins  the  \Vintl)vop  farm  in 
the  town  of  Winthrop.  which  i' ,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  board,  a  suuable  place  on  wliuh  to  Iniild  a 
Home  for  the  I'oor,  and  it  is  expedient  to  ouild  a 
Home  for  the  Toor  tliere.'  " 

Well,  then,  the  Alderman  from  the  i'welfth 
Ward,  Mr.  Power,  tried  to  get  each  one  to  say 
what  location  he  was  for,  but  he  could  not 
get  them  to  do  that.  Why,  one  would  think 
that  the  election  was  to  take  place  to- 
morrow, so  afraid  were  they  to  touch  it! 
If  they  had  voted  as  they  talked',  we  should  have 
had  a  tremendous  vote  for  the  WintUron  farm, 
for  pretty  much  everybody  thought  it  the  best. 
I  always  thought  that  was  a  good  place.  I  was  in 
the  City  (ioverument  when  that  place  was  seleated 
for  a  lunatic  hospital,  and  then  came  certificates 
fioui  the  physicians  that  the  lunatics  would  die; 
that  the  winds  from  the  sea  w  ould  sweep  them  off 
tlieiv  legs,  and  they  did  not  dare  to  havi.  it  there. 
Therefore  some  go  against  the  Winthrop  farm  be- 
cause they  say  you  never  can  get  it.  But  let  us  see 
how  tliey  voted.    The  record  says — 

"Mr.  Dean  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  motion  was 
lost,  by  a  tie'  vote  as  follows:  Yeas — Mesirs.  Don- 
ahoe,  Power,  Dean  and  Pease.  Nays— Messrs. 
Bradlee,  Belknap,  Denio  and  Sayward.  Absent — 
Messrs.  Cummings,  Little  and  Baldwin.  Mr.  Fa- 
gin  requested  to  he  excused  from  voting  on  the 
motion.  The  board  twice,  by  vote,  refused  to  ex- 
cuse him,  whereupon  Mr.  Fagin  declined  to  vote." 

Now,  then,  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  nobody 
:  really  going  to  send  to  that  board  for  informa- 
tion on  a  question  of  location.  But  T  do  think 
that  on  the  question  of  plans,  the  true  way  is  to 
take  their  judgment,  because,  as  I  said  before,  and 
I  do  not  wi^h  to  speak  disparagingly  of  my  fel- 
lows upon  the  board,  I  must  say  that'in  the  details 
of  the  administration  of  those  institutions,  they 
certainly  do  merit  the  highest  uraise.  But  to  send 
a  proposition  of  this  kind  to  them  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  foolish  thing.  I  therefore  move  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  matter. 

The  President— A  motion  to  recomn-it  takes 
precedence  of  a  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  simply  desire  to  say  that 
I  made  the  motion  I  did  in  good  faith.  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  directors  were  in  favor  of  keeping 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island.  I  do  not 
want  it  there.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  tliat 
It  should  be  on  the  main  land.  But  I  think  the 
city  should  not  have  bought  the  Austin  farm .  My 
friend  alludes  very  humorously  to  the  question  of 
spile  driving.  I  think  if  they  go  there  they  \\  ill 
have  to  drive  spires  or  build  in  the  mud."  The 
question  of  transportation  is  a  good  one.  I  object- 
ed to  the  Neponset  lot,  too,  as  it  was  too  near 
where  I  lived.  I  had  a  personal  interest  in  that. 
But  I  think  that  place  far  preferable  to  the  Austin 
farm. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  would  have  cost  about 
twice  as  much  money. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— I  am  not  prepared  to  go 
into  that  question,  as  I  am  not  posted.  I  would 
take  less  land.  I  do  think  there  are  objections  to 
the  Austin  farm.  But  the  committee  and  the 
Government  went  there,  and  made  up  their  minds, 
and  the  order  went  through  very  easdy.  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  it  was  not  a  proper  place,  but  I 
would  rather  have  it  there  than  on  Deer  Island. 
But  I  rose  simjily  to  say  I  was  honest  in  t!ie  mo- 
tion and  am  not  in  collusion  with  the  directors. 
As  my  friend  says,  we  are  as  competent  to  select 
alocationas  the  directors  are.  As  he  says,  it  is 
convenient  to  have  all  the  institutions  in  "one  lo- 
cation. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G— I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised on  readi-g  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
hranch  to  learn  that  the  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions deem  it  inexpedient  to  put  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  When  the  subject 
came  before  the  Council  a  short  time  since  on  an 
order  for  an  appropriation  of  money,  being  a  new 
member  and  supposing  tliat  the  City  Government 
and  the  Board  of  Directors  were  acting  in  har- 
mony in  this  matter,  I  voted  for  it.  But  if  there 
be  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  b'itween  the  City 
Government  and  the  directors,  I  for  one,  as  a  new 
member,  would  like  to  have  this  report  recommit- 
ted to  the  directors,  in  order  that  their  reasons 
for   giving   such    an    opinion    may   be    laid    be- 


fore us.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  asks 
if  the  City  Governmemt  did  not  do  I'ight  in 
selecting  the  Austin  farm  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  if  the  City 
Governmt-nt  selected  the  Austin  farm  wheii 
they  knew  that  the  diie.tors  were  ojiposed 
to  that  site,  they  did  not  do  right,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  directors  are  nrei-minently  the  gen- 
tlemen to  know  which,  taking  everytliing  into 
consideration,  is  the  most  fa\orable'  site  for  a 
Home  lor  the  Poor.  1  do  not  know  how  it  may  be 
with  other  gentlemen  or"  this  Council,  but  for  one 
it  is  well-nigh  impossible  for  me,  with  the  time  I 
have  at  my  ilisjiosal,  to  get  even  a  shadow  of  an 
insight  into'  the  larger  part  of  the  busines-  upon 
whicb  I  am  called  to  act.  I  always  endeavor  to 
get  some  inturinatio!! ;  I  always  try 'to  vote  under- 
standingly  upon  every  question,  but  I  must  say 
that  I  slioul.  defer  to  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  with  great  confidence  upon  the  question 
of  a  site  for  such  a  building,  as  I  should  to  that  of 
the  Water  Board,  the  Fire  Comraissiouers,  and  to 
the  various  commirtees,  joint,  several  or  special, 
in  any  matter  which  came  peculiarly  before  them. 
I  hope,  sir,  as  I  stated  when  Iro-e,that  this  report 
will  be  recommitted,  no  matter  how  foolish  to 
some  the  opinions  may  appear  which  the  individu- 
al directors  may  give- 
Mr.  Pease  of  AVard  1 — I  would  like  to  say  a  word 
in  regard  to  what  the  gentleman  from  SVard  12 
said  in  the  matter  of  the  removal  of  the  House  of 
Correction.  He  would  convey  the  impression  that 
the  directors  were  responsible  for  its  being  in 
South  Boston,  when  in  fact  they  have  no  more  to 
say  about  it  than  the  School  Committee,  for  the 
City  Council  voted  to  mrve  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion, and  the  directors  had  nothing  to  say.  But 
when  it  i>  moved  tliore  tbey  should  take  cliarge  of 
it.  I  do  not  know  how  it  uiay  be  with  others,  but 
I  know  how  I  shoul  1  vote.  I  say  it  ought  to  be 
where  all  the  other  institutions  are,— where  it 
would  not  be  desirable,  in  fact— and  that  is  on  the 
island.  I  do  not  care  what  ward  you  select,  the 
natural  reply  will  be,  do  not  put  ft  in  my  ward, 
and  the  only  recourse  we  can  have  wUl  be  to  put  it 
where  it  will  not  affect  any  one,  and  that  is  on  an 
island  in  the  harbor.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  re- 
mark which  one  gentleman  made  about  spile  driv- 
ing on  the  Austin  farm ;  1  understand  from  those 
familiar  with  the  location,  that  a  large  part  of 
that  territory  was  originally  a  marsh.  I  am  not 
familiar  with  it ;  but  if  that  is  tiue,  no  sane  man 
would  put  a  building  there  without  driving  spiles. 
The  gentleman's  reading  from  the  records  is  all 
true.  There  was  some  backing  and  filling,  and 
they  seeing  the  game  he  tried  to  play  on  them, 
were  about  as  smart  as  he  was.  This  vote  was 
passed  simply  in  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council.  The  directors  did  not  conside'r  that 
they  had  any  call  to  give  their  reasons.  If  this  re- 
port goes  back,  I  think  we  shall  get  a  reply,  and 
my  oidnion  is  that  we  shall  have  at  least  eight  re- 
ports. I  do  not  know  that  any  one  else  wiU  vote 
with  me,  but  I  shall  vote  to  have  it  on  the  Win- 
throp farm.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  having 
it  go  back  to  the  directors,  but  I  think  tliert  is 
doubt  about  their  agreeing  upon  any  one  locality. 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — The  aentlemau  from 
Ward  1  speaks  of  the  House  of  Correction,  ami 
remarks  that  the  Board  of  Directors  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  location  of  it,  but  all  thev  have  to 
do  is  to  take  care  of  it.  I  remember  that  since 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  and  myself  have  been 
on  the  board,  in  making  tbcir  monthly  report, 
the  committee  to  visit  the  institutions  reniarked 
tliat  they  had  not  anything  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  the  House  of  Correction  ought  to 
be  removed;  all  thev  had  to  do  was  to  take  chaige 
of  the  accommodations  furnished ;  and  so  far  as 
the  directors  are  concerned  they  have  nothing  lo 
do  with  the  location,  but  all  they  have  to  do  is  to 
take  charge  of  them.  But,  Mr.  President,  votes 
are  one  thing  and  actions  are  another.  And  when 
you  come  to  visit  the  institutions  and  talk  with 
the  directors,  you  find  what  members  of  tne  City 
Government  have  instilled  into  their  minns.  But  1 
do  not  complain  about  the  honesty  of  the  members. 
I  say  that  you  go  down  to  the  House  of  Correction, 
and' they  say,  "How  beautiful  it  is  to  have  all  the 
iustitutions'here ;  and  folks  must  be  crazy  to  want 
to  get  rid  of  this  institution;  why,  if  they  got  rid 
of  it,  they  would  have  some  km'd  of  black  smoke 
coming  oiit  of  a  chimney ;  this  is  kept  nicely,"  and 
thereupon  when  you  come  here  you  h:ne  votes 
thus  iniiuenced.  You  remember  the  description 
of  Satan  squatting  by  the  side  of  E/e.  and  so 
forth;  and  that's  the  way  reforms  are  lob- 
bied  from    us.     Now  vou  have    got    the    com- 
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mittee's  report,  after  searching  tbe  world 
over,  and  you  are  going  to  disregard  their  opinion 
and  go  to  another  board  who  say  tliat  the  location 
is  nothing  to  them,  and  all  they  have  to  do  is  to 
take  charge  of  what  is  placed  in  their  hands. 
When  we  go  down  to  Deer  Island  we  are  shown  the 
loveliest  spot  ir>  the  world,  whicli  was  once  graded 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  We  ride  along  and  I 
see  one  genileman  here  who  was  told  by  one 
of  the  Directors  that  there  was  no  place  there  for 
a  House  of  Correction,  and  that  it  is  a  most  beau- 
tiful spot  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  which  oc- 
cupies about  as  much  land  as  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion. They  complained  of  not  having  room  enough 
ou  the  island  for  a  House  of  Correction  .  Well, 
Blackwell's  Island  is  a  small  island  in  New  York 
Harl)or,  and  it  contains  all  the  institutions  there. 
Here  you  have  180  acres  of  land,  beautiful  for  the 
growth  of  onions — they  have  sold  a  great  many— 
and  cabbages  are  very  plentiful  there;  and  they 
have  a  pond  from  which  they  gee  ice.  It  is  a  very 
beautiful  spot  indeed.  But,  while  you  are  growing 
cabbages,  Mr.  President,  you  have  got  acres  and 
acres  of  land  that,  with  proper  development, 
would  sell  for  seventy-five  cents  or  a  dollar  a  foot, 
and  you  keep  your  :  iistitutions  year  after  year  at 
South  Boston,  on  that  valuable  land,  a  blight 
on  the  whole  surface  of  the  peninsula.  The 
other  side  of  the  peninsula  is  settled  with 
houses,  and  here  is  nothing  but  a  blank 
waste.  You  may  build  your  fountains  in 
Independence  square,  to  take  off  a  part 
of  the  blight,  but  you  cannot  get  much 
money  for  your  land,  because  here  right 
near  you  are  your  beautiful  institutions,  and  be- 
cause when  a  man  goes  to  South  Boston,  he  goes 
to  the  land  of  a  penal  colony.  Here  is  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  having  an  idea  of  run- 
ning a  tunnel  under  Mt.  Washington,  closely  ad- 
joining this  place,  and  the  city  owning  about  forty 
acres  of  upland  and  many  acres  of  flats 
awav  out  to  the  commissioners'  line,  all 
in  the  line  of  development,  and  you  keep  your 
land  there  at  an  enormous  expense,  while  you  talk 
about  such  petty  things  as  the  carrying  of  coal  to 
the  Austin  farm.  It  is  a  style  of  economy  that 
saves  at  the  spigot  while  letting  the  wealth  of  the 
city  run  to  waste  at  the  bung. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — I  (juite  heartily  sympa- 
thize with  the  geu.leman  from  Ward  12  in  the 
feeling  that  the  penal  institutions  shoukl  be  re- 
moved from  South  Boston,  but  it  «eems  that  the 
question  before  us  at  this  moment  is  whether  we 
should  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
give  us  a  little  more  information,  or  go  right  on 
and  vote  $385,000  without  any  further  inquiry  or 
investigation.  I  am  a  new  member,  like  my  friend 
from  Ward  G,  and  I  should  not  be  quite  prepared 
to  vote  that  way.  If  the  Board  of  Directors  can 
give  us  any  information,  however  slight,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  worth  while  to  wait  a  few  days. 
When  tills  matter  came  before  the  Council  I  voted 
for  it  because  it  was  recommended  by  a  com- 
mittee in  whom  I  had  great  confldence. 
But  I  have  also  great  confldence  in  the  Board 
of  Directors,  and  when  they  doubt  tlie  expediency 
of  this  measure  I  think  it  is  quite  judicious  for  us 
to  wait  a  few  days  to  get  further  information  from 
them.  This  matter  of  municipal  expenditure 
seems  much  more  serious  to  me  than  it  does,  per- 
haps, to  some  other  people.  In  these  days  of  com- 
petition, just  as  when  one  business  house  is  manu- 
facturing a  shade  cheaper  than  another,  it  takes 
away  business,  so  when  a  city  can  manufacture  a 
shade  cheaper  than  another,  by  reducing  taxation, 
it  takes  away  business.  And  it  seems  co  me  that 
the  taxe-s  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  going  to  rise 
so  that  business  vviil  be  taken  away,  and  when  we 
are  talking  about  an  expenditure  of  four  or  flve 
hundred  thousand  dollais  I  hope  we  shall  pause 
and  get  all  the  information  as  to  its  expediency 
that  is  obtainable. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — I  would  like  to  know  if 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  was  asked  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
building  on  the  Austin  farm  at  tlie  time  of  its 
purchase  ? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  understand  from  mem- 
bers of  that  board  who  were  inemoers  when  the 
site  was  pui chased,  that  the  board  of  Directors 
have  never  been  consulterl  in  the  least  particular 
in  regard  to  a  site  for  this  Home  for  the  Poor. 
Two  or  three  members  of  the  Board  were  asked 
by  Alderman  Hulbert,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee last  year,  to  go  with  him  out  to  Dedham, 
but  with  that  exception,  no  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  were  asked  for  an  opinion. 


Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  will  bear  in  mind,  in  this  connection,  his 
own  statement  that,  as  to  the  location,  it  is  no 
business  of  the  Board  of  Directors ;  that  all  they 
have  got  to  do  is  to  take  care  of  what  is  left  in 
their  charge,  and  the  fact  that  they  have  on  their 
records  a  i-eport  adopt2d  to  that  effect,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  I  opposed  on  the  ground  that  that 
board  ought  to  sneak  if  it  had  any  decided  con- 
victions upon  the'  question.  I  was  desirous  that 
the  board  should  speak;  but  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  that,  though  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection might  be  inatlequate  and  ought  to  be  re- 
moved, still  the  board  liad  nothing  to  do  with 
that  question — its  duty  being  confined  to  taking- 
good  care  of  whatever  the  city  placed  in  its 
charge.  That  report  was  adopted  and  indorsed 
against  my  appeal. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  understand  that  previ- 
ous to  about  three  years  ago  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  Committee  ou  Public  Institutions  to  consult 
with  the  directors,  but  within  the  last  three  years 
such  has  not  been  their  custom.  I  still  state  that 
the  board  think  they  should  not  dictate  where 
such  institutions  should  be  located,  but  as  a  board 
they  think  they  should  be  consulted. 

Mr.  Loriiig  of  Ward  12— As  the  Hoard  of  Direct- 
ors was  organized  f  oine  tliree  or  four  years  ago, 
they  were  opposed  to  building  a  Heme  for  me 
Poor  on  the  main  land,  and  were  decidedly  o+'  the 
opinion  that  it  should  be  on  Deer  Island.  As  soon 
as  it  was  uaderstood  that  that  was  their  opinion, 
protests  came  from  the  people  against  locating  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  I-land,  and  therefore 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  of  last  year, 
knowing  public  sentiment  to  be  against  locating 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  island,  did  not 
think  ic  worth  while  to  consult  the  directors  with 
regard  to  a  location. 

Hr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— This  is  news  to  me.  1 
suppose  that  the  directors  o'lght  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  localitv  of  this  farm,  whether  it  is  a 
suitable  site  or  otherwise.  The  City  (rovdrinnent 
has  bought  that  farm,  and  I  think  the  bc'^t  thing 
we  can  do  is  to  go  aliead  and  build  on  it.  It  is  in- 
land, away  from  the  seashore,  and  if  the  supplies 
needed  are  very  large,  we  have  only  got  to  em- 
ploy more  teams.  So  far  as  the  driving  of  spiles 
is  concerned,  I  do  not  think  that  amounts  to  any- 
thing. The  Back  Bay  is  built  upon  spile*,  and 
some  of  the  most  moral  men  in  the  community 
live  there;  in  fact,  I  think  the  morality  of  many 
gentlemen  has  been  increased  since  tiey  have 
lived  out  there  on  spiles.  I  hear  that  gentlemen 
in  South  Boston  object  to  having  the  poor  among 
them,  differing  in  that  respect  from  the  early 
Christians,  and  disregardiii"'  the  scriptural  prov- 
erb that  the  poor  ye  always  nave  among  you.  I  do 
not  see  any  objection  to  having  the  poor  living 
near  me.  We  are  all  of  this  ^vorld,  and  cannot 
boast  of  any  superior  piety  or  claim  any  jirior 
right  to  heaven  over  the  poor. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— In  regard  to  the  soil  of 
the  Austin  farm,  I  may  state  that  a  small  portion 
of  it  is  lowland,  and  down  twelve  or  flf  teen  inches 
from  the  surface  you  will  come  to  solid  clay, 
which  can  only  he  removed  with  difficulty  by  a 
pickaxe. 

Blr.  Pejkins  of  Ward  IG— I  did  not  intend  to  take 
part  in  this  debate,  but  I  am  very  glad  this  thing 
has  received  the  ventilation  it"  has.  There  iias 
been  a  very  widespread  idea  in  the  community  at 
large  that  there  was  some  kind  of  jobbery  inthe 
purchase  of  the  Austin  farm.  It  is  well  known 
that  part.es  tried  to  sell  it  at  a  price  double  what 
it  is  worth,  and  that  fiile.l.  But  the  p.achase  was 
made  at  the  projier  price,  and  while  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  hear  any  objection  against  ii,  I  do 
not  think  a  valid  one"  can  be  made.  I  think  it  an 
excellent  situation  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  I 
have  known  men  who  favor  it  the  more  Miey 
know  about  it.  Furthermore,  I  hope  the 
Home  for  the  Poor  will  be  upon  the  main 
land,  so  that  persons  who  inhabit  it  can  be 
made  useful.  The  city  of  Portsmouth  sets  us  an 
example  m  this  respect.  Instead  of  an  exjiense, 
their  Home  for  the  Poor  reports  an  income  of 
fri>m  four  to  six  thousand  dollars.  They  are  en- 
gaged on  the  roads,  they  raise  cabbages,' etc.,  and 
the  Austin  farm  is  flnely  situated  for  this.  AVhile 
I  symiiathize  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
I  shall  vote  for  recommittal,  simjily  because  I 
want  to  know  what  is  the  reason  the  directors  ob- 
ject to  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  a  ridiculous 
proposition  to  send  this  report  back  with  an  in- 
junction to  the  diiectors  tJ  give  their  reasons  for 
a  site.    I  think  it  would  be  ridiculous  for  us  to  ask 
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them  to  select  a  site  by  which  we  are  to  be  guided. 
As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  lias  well  said, 
there  is  no  price  too  liigh  to  be  named  by  the 
owner  of  such  jjropcrty,  and  therefore  X  shall 
gladly  concur  with  him  in  that.  J5ut  as  to  my 
friend's  i)ropositioii  that  the  price  of  the  Austin 
farm  is  too  liiyli,  I  can  state  that  1  think  it  is  the 
cheapest  piece  of  i)roperty  that  I  ever  knew  the 
city  to  buy.  Talk  about  the  marsh  and  si)iles,  why 
sir,  although  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  vote  to 
have  it  put  there,  I  think  it  is  cheap  enough,  a 
great  deal  less  than  I  ever  supposed  it  could  be 
imrchased  for.  hut  it  does  not  follow  that  we 
must  build  a  poorhouse  there.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  planes  in  th(!  vicinity  of  Boston  bet- 
ter adapted  for  a  location  tor  a  poorhouse.  But 
the  city  has  bought  this  one.  If  a  farm  of  tifteen 
acres  can  be  bought  for  $10,000,  I  think  we  should 
buy  it.  There  are  many  such  within  my  knowl- 
edge which  would  be  a  better  place  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  than  this,  where  there  is  more  free- 
dom from  the  corrupting  influences  of  ihe  city.  I 
cannot  see  any  objection  to  building  a  poorhouse 
on  the  180  or  200  acres  at  Winthrop,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  .sites  in  creation.  Why,  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  could  sail  there  in  his  yacht  and  be 
delighted  to  stay  there  for  a  week.  We  have  good 
spots  all  around  here  which  ought  to  be  utilized 
for  public  purposes,  and  yet  we  are  looking  for 
new  things,  for  new  expenditures  of  money.  I 
think  the  objection  to  this  measure  comes  pri- 
marily, not  from  the  location,  but  from  the 
palace  which  it  is  proposed  to  build  there. 
The  ])oor  do  not  ask  to  live  in  a  pal- 
ace. They  ask  for  a  place  to  stay ;  they  want  food 
and  raiment  and  employment.  My  friend  from 
Ward  12  [Mr.  Loring]  has  cut  the  cost  down  from 
$550,000  to  ij385,000,  and  1  think,  as  I  have  told 
him,  that  there  is  no  need  of  even  such  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  as  that.  If  you  once  beg.n  you 
have  got  to  carry  out  the  plans  first  proposed,  and 
perhaps  sjiend  a  million  dollars.  I  think  it  is  ab- 
solutely the  duty  ot  the  city  to  build  a  Home  for 
the  Poor,  but  not  to  build  a  palace.  I  think  I 
sympathize  as  much  with  the  poor,  and  have  had 
as  large  experience  with  them  as  any  gentleman 
present.  I  know  something  of  their  feelings  and 
wants,  and  I  repeat  that  they  do  not  ask  for  a 
palace.  They  ask  for  something  that  will  sustain 
them  day  by  day,  a  :d  week  by  week.  I 
am  in  favor  of  immediate  action  in  this 
matter,  but  I  hope  this  latter  clause  will  be  strick- 
en out,  and  I  hope,  if  there  are  any  objections  to 
this  site,  that  they  may  be  made.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  the  directors,  but  I  think  they  ought 
not  to  name  a  site,  and  if  they  do,  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  bound  to  concur  with  them. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  misstated  me.  I  said  nothing  about  the 
cost  of  the  Austin  farm.  I  said  it  was  a  poor  pur 
chase.  However  high  the  land  may  be,  it  is  a  fact 
that  there  is  a  bog  meadow  on  it,  but  whether 
that  is  included  in  any  portion  of  the  part  pur- 
chased by  the  city  I  do  not  know.  The  town  road 
runs  right  over  that  bog  meadow. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  did  not  intend  to  say 
much  on  this  subject  tonight,  and  I  do  not  intend 
to  do  so  now.  But  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  in  reference 
to  the  plans  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  his  ob- 
jections to  building  a  palace.  He  uses  the  same 
language  as  was  used  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
by  those  opposed  to  building  any  Home  for  the 
Poor.  If  he  thinks  it  is  a  palace,  I  would  ask  him 
what  constitutes  a  palace.  If  he  thinks  it  is  more 
expensive  than  it  ought  to  be,  I  would  like  to  have 
him  point  out  in  what  particular  it  is  so,  and  then 
I  will  reply  to  him  in  detail.  But  for  an  answer  to 
these  general  statements  I  will  not  hold  myself 
responsible. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  thought  I  was  compli- 
menting my  worthy  friend  for  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  was  giving  him  credit 
for  cutting  down  the  cost  from  nearly  $500,000  to 
$385,000.  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  believe  the 
poor  need  a  palace  to  live  in,  and  that  plan  I  be- 
lieve is  a  palatial  one.  But  my  worthy  friend  has 
cut  down  the  cost  a  great  deal,  and  I  think  it  can 
be  cut  down  a  great  deal  more.  What  I  meant  to 
say  was  that  immediate  action  should  be  taken  to 
build  a  Home  for  the  Poor  at  such  a  place,  under 
such  circumstances  and  at  such  an  expenditure 
as  the  City  Council  may  agree  upon,  and  upon 
that  basis  I  stand,  and  hope  to  be  supported.  I 
certainly  had  no  sort  of  feeling  but  that  my 
friend  from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Loring]  had  done 
the  city    great    services  in    bringing    that    ex- 


penditure down  to  what  he  has  and  com- 
ing nearer  the  amount  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  exi)cnded  for  the  worthy  poor.  I  believe 
there  are  suitable  places  within  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  the  city,  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
better  place  than  the  Austin  farm,  to  which  I 
know  there  is  very  serious  objection.  lUit  I  be- 
lieve the  gieat  objection  is  from  the  enoimous  ex- 
l)eiiditure  originally  proposed,  and  I  believe  that 
will  be  increased  "twenty  per  cent,  on  the  appro- 
priation fir^t  made.  Figures  <lon"t  lie.  What  I 
object  to  is  making  an  expenditure  of  §385,000  to 
start  with,  which  everybody  knows  will  be  run  up 
to  nearly  a  million.  I  say  let  us  get  up  some  other 
plan;  .Vly  friend  from  Waid  12  [Mr.  Loring]  is 
capable  of  making  plans  which  will  save  the  city 
a  great  expenditure.  He  has  done  himself  great 
creilit  and  the  city  great  service  in  cutting  down 
the  cost  as  he  has. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— One  word  as  to  the  amend- 
ment. If  the  report  is  going  back  to  the  directors 
for  their  opinion  on  the  question  of  site;  if  you 
are  going  to  adhere  to  their  judgment  and  disre- 
gard your  own,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
m'^nt'ought  not  to  prevail,  and  that  you  should 
not  strike  out  the  request  that  they  should  name 
a  site ;  because  before  we  do  anything  we  should 
still  have  to  ask  their  judgment  before  we  knew 
we  were  right.  If  you  are  going  to  ask  their  opin- 
ion at  all,  you  should  keep  that  in.  The  only  ob- 
jection that  I  see  to  it  is  that  it  might  take  too 
long  to  do  it.  I  should  not  want  them  to  get  it 
there  and  take  a  long  time  upon  it.  But  still,  even 
in  running  a  lisk,  whatever  it  may  be,  I  am  in- 
clined to  vote  against  the  amendment.  I  shall 
vote  against  the  whole  thing,  whetner  the  amend- 
ment is  in  or  not ;  but  I  shall  vote  against  the 
amendment,  so  that  if  it  does  go  there,  they  may 
give  an  opinion  as  to  a  site. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  ordered. 

The  (luestion  was  put  on  Mr.  AVest's  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  last  clause,  which  was  lost, 
on  a  division  of  the  hou»e— 20  for,  25  against. 

The  question  on  concurrence  in  the  recommittal 
with  instructions  was  put  and  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  the  house 
divided  and  the  Council  concurred  in  the  recom- 
mittal—25  for,  21  against. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  branch 
of  the  Public  Library  in  AVard  16. 

Order  directing  th'e  Superintendent  of  Streets 
to  grade  the  city  stable  lot  on  Highland  street. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $300 
for  improvement  of  lot  bounded  by  Eagle,  Tren- 
ton and  Prescott  streets.  East  Boston. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  not  exceeding  §4000, 
additional,  for  improvement  of  Washington  park. 

Order  authorizing  the  erection  of  an  iron  fence 
on  and  certain  improvements  to  be  made  in  the 
square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  at  not  exceed- 
ing $10,000.  . 

Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  steam  pump  to  be  provided  for  City 
Hall,  at  not  exceeding  $1000. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  inquired  if  the  cost  of 
tae  pump  had  been  learned,  and  Mr.  Burditt  of 
AVard  16  replied  that  $1000  was  named,  but  there 
would  be  quite  a  balance  left. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  employment  of  necessary  as- 
sistance for  care  of  building  30  Pemberton  square. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  report  expense  of  hiring  suitable  accommoda- 
tions for  a  Babcock  Fire  Extinguisher,  and  the 
horses  and  men  connected  therewith  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  AVard  7  said  he  was  not  present 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  did  not 
understand  the  object  of  the  order.  The  petition 
for  a  steam  engine  in  that  locality  was  signed  by 
a  large  number  of  business  men, "and  now  it  was 
proposed  to  locate  a  toda  fountain  there,  which 
did  not  meet  his  approbation.  He  moved  to  lay 
the  order  on  the  table. 

Carried  on  a  division  of  the  house — 27  for,  12 
against. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  the  erection  of 
a  fountain  in  Independence  square,  at  not  ex- 
ceeding $4000. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  AVard  16—1  would  like  some  in- 
formation from  some  gentleman  who  knows,  as  to 
what  the  use  is  of  putting  any  more  fountains  on 
the  public  grounds  when  all'  those  we  now  have 
are  dry  fountains.    If  there  is  no   information  to 
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fee  given,  I  move  that  the  order  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  can  oaly  state  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  that 
this  matter  was  put  into  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  PuV)lic  Grounds  this  year,  and  that 
prior  to  this  year  there  had  been  an  appropriation 
of  $6000  for  it,  which  had  not  been  spent.  Parties 
in  South  Boston  feel  that  they  ought  to  have  a 
fountain  in  one  of  their  squares,  and  they  would 
like  to  prepare  themselves  ro  that  when  we  do 
have  plenty  of  water  they  may  avail  themselves 
of  it.  It  certainly  wiU  be  a  matter  of  ornament, 
and  it  will  not  be  a  great  outlay  of  money. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  IG— I  have  no  objection  to 
having  fountains  in  South  Boston,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  fountains  we  now  have  in  the  city  aie 
rather  more  suggestive  than  ornamental.  The 
Committee  on  Common  have  just  asked  for  $4000 
additional  for  another  purpose  and  I  hope  this  or- 
der will  be  indefinitely  postponed.  When  the 
proper  time  comes  no  one  will  be  more  anxious  to 
vote  for  a  fountain  in   South  Boston  than  myself. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  say  nothing  in 
behalf  of  South  Boston,  but  to  say  a  word  on  the 
water  question, — something,  Mr.  President,  we 
have  heard  nothing  about  for  a  great  while,  and 
for  which  we  are  all  thirstj  and  anxious,  even  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  night.  The  only  suggestion  I 
would  make  in  regard  to  it  is  that  the  Water 
Board  informed  us  that  millions  of  gallons  daily 
run  to  waste  for  want  of  proper  care,  and  that  a 
third  of  all  that  flows  into  vhe  pipes  is  wasted.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  pt-etty  good  thing  to  have  peo- 
ple so  anxious  for  fountains  or  something  to  com- 
pel the  proper  utilization  of  the  water  that  the 
city  has.  There  is  enough  for  all  the  fountains. 
It  is  not  because  there  is  a  lack  of  water.  We 
learn  from  the  reports  of  the  Water  Boari-I  that 
there  is  enough  to  spare  and  to  waste.  Our  cup  is 
running  over. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  put  and 
declared  carried. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  tiie  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  solving  the  doubt.  The  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost— yeas  20,  nays  21, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.   Abbott,    Adams,    Beal,   Bleiler, 
Burgess,   Crocker,    Cudworth,  Cushman,  Denny, 
Kiu.ball,  Morse,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Sweat,  Sweet- 
ser,  Thacher,  Train,  West,  Willcuti,  Woodward ' 
-20. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Crow- 
ley, Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Jennings, 
Kent,  Loring,  Moley,  Pease,  Powers,  Shaw,  Smith, 
Walbridge,  Warren,  Weston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Woods 
—21. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bearce,  Bent, 
Boardman,  Brown,  Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Dacey, 
Davis,  Day,  Fuller,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hick's, 
Hine,  Hunuewell,  Leach,  Long,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Minot,  Mooney,  Noyes,  Page,  Pray,  Pvitnaiu,  Rus- 
sell, Sibley,  Spraoue,  Weston,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 31. 

The  order  was  then  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions to  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications 
tor  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— As  this  matter  has 
gone  back  to  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
I  move  to  lay  this  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  believe  this  is  a  separ- 
ate order  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  (not  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings) to  advertise  for  new  plans  and  proposals  in 
order  to  settle  definitely  the  question  whether 
buildings  on  a  new  plan  can  be  erected  at  less 
cost  than  those  proposed  by  the  plans  submitted 
for  your  approval. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  see  that  there 
is  any  object  in  advertising  for  plans  and  specifi- 
cations until  we  get  an  answer  from  the  directors. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  order  implies  new  plans,  dif- 
ferent from  those  that  we  have,  and  I  am  in  favor 
of  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  was  content  for  it  to 
lie  upon  the  table.  If  not,  I  shall  oppose  its  pas- 
sage for  substantially  the  same  reat  ons  given  on 
the  other  matter  before  the  Council.  It  author- 
izes the  committee  to  advertise  for  plans  and  spe- 
cifications for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin 
farm.  Now  we  have  plans  approved  by  the  di- 
rectors. While  I  think  the  directors  have  no  great- 
er capacity  for  selecting  a  site  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  than  other  business  men,  I  do  think  that  af- 
ter they  have  had  plans  made  with  great  care,  af- 
ter they  have  got  plans  which  exactly  answer  their 
want;,  so  that  the  problem  is  reduced  to  nothing. 


so  far  as  the  plans  are  concerned,  it  is  idle 
to  advertise  for  others  to  be  brought  in  from  the 
general  architectural  market,  if  one  may  so  ex- 
press it;  here  is  something  on  which  you  can  rely 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  directors.  'These  plans 
and  speciiHcations  have  been  gone  through  with 
from  beginning  to  end  most  carefully  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  wherever  f  ny  exi3ense  coulU  be  saved 
it  has  been  made  with  a  great  care  and  scrutiny 
that  is  rarely  brought  to  a  work  of  this  kind.  As  I 
said  before,  the  ecoi.omy  of  ihis  committee  is 
one  of  the  things  that  "  lost  the  Auscin  farm 
a  vote,  because  the  H<uue  for  the  Poor  was  not 
going  to  be  so  magnificent  a  place  as  the  directors 
would  like  to  have  it.  The  question  is  whether 
you  are  going,  by  delay,  to  get  anything  that 
would  suit  you.  If  you  have  any  confidence  in  the 
directors  with  regard  to  a  site,  you  should  have 
ten  thousand  times  more  confidence  in  their  opin-. 
ion  in  regard  to  the  plans  for  the  building. 
The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS   PEESENTED  AND  REFEEKED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Whit- 
tier  Machine  Company  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  coi  ner  Hampshire  and  Culvert  streets. 
Referred  to  Joint  Ccnnmittee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Coleman 
Foley  for  compensation  for  injuries  received  on 
Silver  street.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— Petition  of  JMatthew 
Bowles  et  al.,  for  further  protection  from  fire  in 
Ward  17.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department. 

REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Company  A,  First  Battalion  of  Light 
Artillery,  M.  Y.  M.,  for  a  new  armory — Report 
that  as  no  piovision  was  made  iu  the  a'i)i)ropria- 
tion  bill  of  the  present  financial  year  for  that  pur- 
pose— the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Depart- 
ment being  only  suflicient  to  cover  the' ordinary 
expenses  for  the  year  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  thi<  time  to 
grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

THE  WASTE  OF    WATER. 

air.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  presented  the  following : 
City  of  Boston,  City  Hall, 
CocHiTUATE  Water  Board  Office,  ] 
Sept.  17, 1874. 

To  the  City  Council— In  reply  to  your  order  of 
June  25, 1874,  relating  to  the  w'a'^te  of  water,  after 
a  thorough  investigation  and  consultation  with 
the  Water  Registrar,  we  can  see  im  way  with  the 
present  powers  of  the  board  by  which  any  eonsid- 
ei able  amount  of  waste  car.  lie  stopped.  We  be- 
lieve if  the  powers  of  the  Water  Board  were  ex- 
tended so  that  they  could  in  a  measure  coi:tro] 
the  fixtures,  and  discriminate  in  the  rates  for  the 
various  uses,  that  a  great  saving  could  be  made. 
We  do  not  believe  it  will  be  possible  with  the  pres- 
ent powers  of  the  board  to  keep  up  a  supi)ly  of 
water  during  an  ordinarily  dry  season;  although 
the  present  is  an  extraordinarily  wet  season,  the 
lake  is  some  four  feet  below  high-water  mark,  and 
falling  at  the  rate  of  one  inch  every  day. 

Appended  to  this  is  the  Water  Re'gistiar's  report 
which  gives  his  views  on  the  subject. 

Edward  P.  Wilbur,  President  pro  tern. 

Office  of  the  Water  Registrar,  ] 
City  H.vll, 
Boston,  July  29,  1874. 
Thomas  Gogin,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  Hegistrar's  Department:  Dear 
Sir — In  response  to  the  following  order,  passed  by 
tlie  City  Council,  June  25, 1874,  and  referred  to  the 
Water  Registrar,  namely,  that  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
City  Council  what  action  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council  is  desirable  to  enable  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  prevent  the  waste  of  water, — I 
would  respectfully  report,  that  the  fullest 
response  which  this  department  has  been 
able  to  make  to  the  above  order  of  the 
City  Council,  June  25,  1874,  will  be  found, 
with  ample  detail  ai.d  illustration,  in  two 
recent  reports  which  1  have  had  the  hoiioi'  to  sub- 
mit, and  which  are  in  print — the  first,  under  date 
January  7,  1874,  and  the  last,  under  date  Blay 
30, 1874.    In'the  last  a  comlenscd  statement  of  the 
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means  to  jji-eveiit  waste  by  the  water  authorities 
of  Liverpool,  Eiifihind.  was  presented,  topether 
with  the  hiiiiily  satisfactory  results  attained,  and 
these  were  mainly  due  to  the  increased  and  almost 
full  control  wuich,  by  act  of  Parliament,  had  been 
given  the  respective  water  boards  of  Englanil,  to 
meet  effectually  the  entire  sources  of  waste  of 
water  sjipply.  llespectfully  referring  the  Water 
Board  to  the  above  named  documents  and  com- 
ina-  at  once  to  the  resi>onse  demanded  by  the 
order  to  the  question,  namely,  AVhat  action 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  is  desir- 
able to  enable  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  prevent  the  waste  of  water?  the  Rejiistrar 
would  most  respectfully  submit  that  in  his  opinion 
no  measures  for  the  prevention  of  waste  which 
stop  short  of  placing  the  entire  control  of  all 
water  flxt'u-es  now  in  use  or  hereafter  to  be  used 
ior  Cochituate  water  in  the  hands  of  the  Water 
Board  can  be  relied  upon.  It  is  not  his  province 
to  speak  upon  what  may  be  deemed  under  all  cir- 
•umstances  the  legal  relation  between  the  city 
and  its  water  taliers,  but  if  some  further  control 
over  the  water  fixtures  could  be  granted  to  the 
proper  department,  the  permanent  safety  and  re- 
liability of  our  water  supply  would  he  greatly  in- 
creased. Inspection  is  desirable  and  must  be  al- 
ways kept  u)),  but  the  real  remedy  for  the  inor- 
dinate waste  of  water  lies  back  of  even  the  possi- 
bility of  the  most  thorough  inspection.  The  great 
cause  of  waste  i.'  not  only  chargeable  to  the  indif- 
ference of  water  consumers  to  the  sub'ect,  but  to 
a  bad  system  of  water  fixtures  originally  put  in, 
with  no  regard  to  economy  of  water,  but  to  econo- 
my of  cost,  and  again  for  the  very  purpose  of 
waste  in  order  to  make  a  flush  of  water  accom- 
plish what  a  proper  drain  .should,  or  by  a  constant 
flow  night  and  day  to  prevent  freezing;  neither 
inspection  or  fines  can  meet  these  cases.  The  ex- 
perience abroad  is  overwhelmingly  in  accord  with 
this  view,  and  after  trial  of  all  means  faithfully,  it 


has  come  at  last,  that  ample  power  at  the  be- 
ginning must  be  granted  and  used  in  order  to 
make  any  impression  worth  considering  upon  the 
waste  of  "water.  If  in  the  judgment  of  the  City 
Copncil  the  following  measures  can  be  legally  es- 
tablished, 1  have  no  hesitation  in  .saying  ihat  a 
quantity  of  water  now  wasted,  equal  to  one-quar- 
ter if  not  one-third  of  the  present  supply,  will  be 
saved  in  course  of  time,  and  thereby  preveii'  the 
constantly  threatening  aspect  of  a  short  supply  of 
water. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  above  express- 
ed, I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Water 
Board  recommend  to  the  City  Council  the  follow- 
ing proposed  revision  of  the  ordinance  on  the  sub- 
ject of  water  rates:  First— To  inaugurate  a 
plumbers'  license  system.  Second — The  absolute 
a))proval  by  the  Water  Board  of  all  water  fixtures 
hereafter  to  be  put  in.  Third — A  prohibitory  rate 
for  all  objectionable  styles  of  water  closets,  hop- 
pers, etc.,  etc.,  ten  dollars  each.  Fourth— Urinals 
from  three  to  six  dollars  each ;  bath  tubs  from 
three  to  five  dollars.  Fifth — A  commensurate  rate 
for  hand  hose,  from  five  to  fifty  dollars. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

William  F.  Davis, 

Water  Registrar. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

NOTICE  OF  VACANCY. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  notified 
that  a  vacancy  exists  in  this  board,  occasioned  by 
the  recent  death  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes  of  Ward  11, 
and  that  they  be  requested  to  issue  their  warrant 
for  an  election  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    31,    1874. 


Kegular  weekly  meeting,-  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-four  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  first  session, 
and  forty  for  the  same  court,  second  session. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police — Charles  F.  Harwood,  New  Era 
Hall;  Henry  D.  Lampman,  District  Telegraph 
Company. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Charles  H.  Moseley. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  P.  A.  Hartnett, 
Chief  Marshal,  for  the  City  Council  to  witness  the 
parade  of  the  Roman  Catholic  temperance  socie- 
ties on  October  10th.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

RESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Michael 
P.  McCarty,  resigning  the  position  of  Clerk  in 
"Ward  7.    Placed  on  file. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  for  heanngs  on  expediency  of 
constructing  sewers  were  considered,  as  follows: 
Extension  of  sewer  from  Dorchester  avenue  oppo- 
site Commercial  street,  in  an  easterly  direction ; 
and  of  building  sewers  in  Centre  street,  between 
Pynchon  and  Highland  streets,  and  in  Highland 
street,  between  Centre  and  Vale  streets;  and  in 
Sawyer  street,  at  the  junction  of  Lenox  street. 
No  one  appearing  to  object,  the  orders  weie  sev- 
erally recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  William 
A.  Simmons  et  aZ.,  officers  of  the  Republican  Ward 
and  City  Committee,  that  rooms  be  provided  for 
caucuses  and  meetings  of  citizens  for  use  the 
present  season,  in  the  several  wards  where  there 
are  no  such  rooms  at  the  present  time. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Harris  &  Co. 
et  a/.,  merchants  and  citizens,  (hat  a  license  be 

fiven  to  John  E.  Hum  to  run  a  line  of  coaches 
rom  the  Albany  Denot  through  Kingston,  Otis, 
Devonshire  and  Washington  streets,  to  Haymar-^ 
ket  square,  thence  through  Merrimac  and  Friend 
streets  to  the  Lowell  and  Eastern  depots,  with  a 
right  to  use  adjoining  streets  during  any  inter- 
ruption of  travel  in  the  streets  above  mentioned. 

To  the  Comm,ittee  on  Armories.  Company  A, 
Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  approval  of  ar- 
mory at  corner  of  Cambridge  and  South  Russell 
streets. 

Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  a  room  for 
"headquarters." 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Proprietors  of  T  wharf,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  cellar  below  grade  on  Atlantic  avenue,  at 
head  of  T  wharf. 

A.  C.  Forbes,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Boylston  avenue,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

David  L.  Toppan,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  lot  between  North  Beacon 
and  Market  streets. 

C.  Menslangs,  for  leave  to  occupy  brick  stable 
for  two  horses  on  corner  of  First  and  B  streets. 

W.  H.  Forbes,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  Chestnut  street,  Ward  17. 

Michael  Cleary,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Charles  street,  near  Baker 
street.  Ward  17. 

C.  E.  Sparhawk,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Murdock,  near  Cam- 
bridge street.  Ward  19. 

M.  S.  P.  Pollard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Savin  Hill  avenue,  corner 
of  Midland  street. 

Robert  F.  Ricker,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  tor  two  horses  on  Anawan  avenue,  near 
Central  Station,  Ward  17. 

National  Tube  Works  Company,  for  leave  to 
move  and  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  eight  horses 
on  Edmonds  wharf,  Ward  1. 

John  H.  Wright,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
six  horses  on  land  in  rear  of  Foster  street.  Ward 
19. 


W.  P.  Newman,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Warren,  near  Quincy 
street.  Ward  14. 

Thomas  Gogin,  remonstrance  against  the  erec- 
tion of  stables  on  Eighth  street,  near  G  street,  by 
the  brewery  company. 

Geoige  Clark,  Jr.,  for  extension  of  time  in  which 
to  build  his  stable  on  Columbia  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Merriam  &  Phil- 
brook  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  in  the  rear  of  Fan- 
euil  Hall  be  widened. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  Wil- 
lard  S.  Allen,  that  accommodation  be  provided 
for  the  Chambers-street  evening  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Daniel  Eldredge, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  corner  of  Metro- 
politan avenue  and  Poplar  street.  Ward  17. 

Thomas  J.  Fitzpatrick  et  al.,  that  Athens  street 
be  paved  with  wood  from  B  to  C  street. 

James  Guild  et  al.,  that  Washington  street, from 
Dudley  to  Guild  street,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

John  D.  Campbell  et  alitor  sidewalks  on  Eutaw 
street,  from  Brooks  to  White  street. 

M.  E.  Webb  et  al.,  that  Washington  stiaet,  from 
Waltham  to  Newton  street,  be  paved  with  gran- 
ite blocks. 

William  Gorman  et  al.,  that  I  street,  from  Sixth 
to  Eighth  streets,  be  macadamized  or  paved  with 
wood,  and  that  the  gutters  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  I  and  East  Sixth  streets  be  paved. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
extend  its  locations  in  South  Boston,  by  connect- 
ing with  the  track  now  laid  on  Eighth  street  an 
additional  track  in  K  street,  between  Eighth 
street  and  Sixth  street,  and  in  Sixth  street  a 
double  track  to  P  street,  and  in  P  street  a  double 
track  to  connect  with  the  track  now  laid  on 
Fourth  street. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Inspector  of  Bmldings.  Communication  re- 
porting that  the  bottoms  of  the  cellars  of  the  fol- 
lowing buildings  are  below  grade  12:  No.  276 
Beacon  street,  F.  C.  Bacon,  owner,  12  inches;  No. 
529  Beacon  street,  Fred  Pope,  owner,  24  inch- 
es ;  Nos.  317  and  319  Marlborough  street,  D.  W. 
Beckler,  owner,  18  inches.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Chief  of  Police.  Comrtunication  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  July  27,  transmitting  the  names 
of  "owners  or  occupants  ot  buildings  from  the 
roofs  or  sides  of  which  water  is  discharged  into 
the  public  stree's  so  as  to  interfere  with  public 
safety  or  convenience"  who  have  been  notified 
to  alter  or  repair  the  gutters  and  water  conduc- 
tors. Many  persons  who  have  been  so  notified 
have  already  complied  with  the  order,  and  others 
are  now  doing  so.  The  list  embraces  over  ten 
thousand  names.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Whittier  Machine  Company,  Col- 
man  Foley,  and  Matthew  Bolles  et  al.,  and  report 
of  Cochituate  Water  Board  on  waste  water.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  provide  a  new 
armory  for  Company  A,  First  Artillery.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  giving  notice  of  vacancy  in  Common 
Council  by  decease  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  with  a 
request  that  a  warrant  may  be  issued  for  an  elec- 
tion to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legal  voters  of  Ward  No.  11,  at  their 
wardroom.  Concord  street,  on  Wednesday,  the  30th 
day  of  September,  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M., 
then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one 
member  of  the  Common  Council  in  place  of  Hill- 
man  B.  Barnes,  deceased.  The  polls  to  be  kept 
open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passes!. 

THE  DEDHAM  STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving 
Submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  raise 
the  buildings  on  the  territory  bounded  by  Wash- 
ington street,  Harrison  avenue,  Maiden  and  East 
Canton  streets,  to  a  grade  of  at  least  sixteen  feet 
above  mean  low  water,  and  to  fill  up  the  cellars, 
back  yards,  and  passageways  on  said  territory  to  a 
grade  of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  and 
to  assess  the  cost  of  said  woik  upon  the  owners 
of  the  estates  on  said  territory. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
read  twice  and  put  on  its  passat^e. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  it  intended  to  petition  for 
authority,  as  is  now  being  done  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district,  to  make  the  owners  pay  for 
flllinjs:  up  the  streets  ? 

Alderman  Cutter— The  meaning  of  the  order  is 
conveyed  in  the  reading  of  it. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  know  but  that  is  a 
good  answer  to  the  question,  and  does  the  gentle- 
man credit;  but  perhaps  the  community  will  un- 
derstand the  answer  better  than  this  Board.  This 
matter  was  brought  up  at  my  suggestion,  and 
now  the  committee  report  it  in  this  shape.  I  only 
ask  if  it  is  to  be  d'f.ne  for  the  benefit  of  the  prop- 
erty owners,  and  I  cannot  understand  why  the 
gentleman  makes  the  answer  he  does. 

Alderman  Cutter— Perhaps  I  do  not  know  to 
what  the  gentleman  alludes.  It  is  news  to  me 
that  this  matter  appears  here  at  his  instigation. 
A  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  and  this 
is  their  report.  The  committee  cannot  control 
the  enactment  of  the  law.  The  petitioners  may 
have  a  word  to  say  about  that.  The  law  under 
which  the  Northainptsn-street  district  is  being 
filled  is  different  from  that  under  which  the  Suf- 
folk-street district  was  raised.  We  cannot  say 
what  kind  of  a  law  will  be  passed. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD   IN  STATE  STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  for  himself 
and  Alderman  Power,  a  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving,  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  to  allow  its 
tracks  to  remain  in  State  and  Devonshire  streets 
for  the  present. 

Alderman  Peters — I  suppose  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  give  my  reasons  for  not  joining  with  the 
majority  of  the  committee.  [The  Alderman  read 
the  order  passed  April  27,  giving  permission  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to  lay  down  a 
temporary  track  in  Washington,  State  and  Devon- 
shire streets,  which  was  passed  in  pursuance  of  a 
petition  filed  April  3.]  The  city  having  expend- 
ed several  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  extend 
Washington  street,  this  company  was  given 
superior  facilities  for  getting  its  patrons  to  ihe 
centre  of  the  city  than  heretofore,  and  their  tracks 
having  been  laid  therein,  this  Board  on  August 
17  passed  an  order  directing  the  removal 
of  the  temporary  tracks  in  Washington, 
State  and  Devonshire  streets  within  four- 
teen days.  [The  Alderman  read  the  order  re- 
ferred to.]  Nothing  was  done  about  this ;  no  word 
was  sent  to  the  Paving  Committee  until  three 
weeks  had  elapsed.  On  the  10th  of  September  a 
vote  was  passed  in  the  Committee  on  Paving  to 
report  an  order  to  this  Board  directing  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  to  remove  the  tracks  at  the 
expense  of  the  railroad.  Then  came  the  petition 
of  the  railroad  to  allow  the  tracks  to  remain,  on 
which  the  committee  gave  them  a  hearing.  One 
reason  they  gave  was  the  expense ;  that  the  track 
was  laid  to  be  permanent,  in  spite  of  the  order 
that  it  was  to  be  only  temporary;  the  pavement 
had  been  taken  up  the  whole  width  of  the  street 
and  the  expense  increased  thirty-three  per  cent. 
They  said  it  was  a  long  way  around  Sudbury  to 
State  street,  and  they  wanted  this  track  to  con- 
nect with  the  track  in  Washington  street,  although 
they  do  not  mean  to  abandon  the  location  iu  Sud- 
bury street.  They  also  said  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  track  when  the  Old  State  House 
is  removed,  but  I  think  it  wiU  be  some  time 
before  that  occurs  as  the  city  is  receiv- 
ing $26,000  rent  from  the  building  and  some 
of  the  leases  have  a  year  to  run.  Another  reason 
they  gave  was  that  the  track  will  do  no  harm 
there,  and  they  brought  a  witness  to  show  that 
heavy  teams  coming  up  State  street  i)ut  one 
wheel  in  the  trat  k  and  make  the  ascent  more 
easily.  The  width  of  State  street  at  that  point  is 
33feet  and  9-10;  the  roadway  is  19  feet  and  2-10 
wide ;  the  distance  from  the  curbstone  to  the 
nearest  rail  is  1  foot  and  8-10,  and  to  the  outer 
curbstone  6  feet  and  9-10.  So  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  a  team  coming  up  with  one  wheel  in  the 
track  to  be  passed  by  one  going  down.  They  said 
that  when  they  woulcl  have  to  close  their  track  in 
Sudbury  street  their  passengers  will  be  unwilling  to 
be  landed  at  Brattle  street.  Now,  the  Board  have 
allowed  them  to  run  a  portion  of  tlieir  cars  through 
Washington  street  to  Boylston  street.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  switch  at  Brattle  street  to  thj  cor- 
ner of  Cornhill  and  Washington  street  is  125  feet ; 
from  the  switch  at  Brattle  street,  through 
Washington    street,    to    the     head    of     State 


street,  410  feet;  and  from  the  same  s.vitch 
through  Devonshire  street  to  State  street 
track,  454  feet — showing  the  distance  the  Deople 
of  CharJestown  will  have  to  go  to  get  to  the  cen- 
tre of  business.  I  think  that  all  these  reasons — 
the  width  of  State  street  jjarticularly,  and  chii'tly 
the  terms  on  which  the  track  was  laid— are  suth- 
cient  cause  for  not  allowing  the  order  of  Sept.  14 
to  be  revoked. 

Alderman  Cutter— My  associate  uses  the  weighty 
argument  that,  because  this  company  put  down  a 
thorough  and  substantial  track,  they  should  be 
obliged  to  remove  it,  and  that  becauJ-e  the  order 
said  it  was  to  be  a  temporary  track.  I  say  it  is  to 
the  credit  of  the  company  to  put  down  the  track 
as  well  as  they  did,  even  if  it  was  not  to  remain 
thirty  days.  It  is  no  discredit  to  them,  and  it  cost 
us  nothing.  The  gentleman  has  taken  pains  to 
make  an  estimate  and  prepare  himself  to  set  this 
subject  before  you.  Nobody  has  petitioned  us  to 
remove  it.  We  can  make  them  take  up  that  track 
at  any  moment.  This  report  only  allows  the  crack 
to  remain  "for  the  present."  If  any  body  of  pe- 
titioners come  up  and  ask  to  have  "it  removed  it 
can  De  done ;  but  nobody  asks  for  it.  The  com- 
pany only  ask  that  it  remain  for  the  present.  I  do 
not  see  but  very  little  harm  from  the  tracks  re- 
maining there,  even  if  the  State  House  is  not  re- 
moved within  a  year  from  now.  If  nobody  asks 
to  have  the  track  removed,  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  be  done. 

Alderman  Peters— The  order  directing  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  to  remove  the  tracks 
would  have  been  reported  to  this  Board  had  not 
the  company  asked  to  have  it  delayed  until  they 
could  put  the  petition  in.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  1  was  called  away  to  make  a  quorum  in 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  the  last  thing  I 
heard  the  chairman  say  was  thit  he  had  heard  of 
a  horse  falling  on  thcitrack  by  the  Old  Stnte  House. 
I  thought  there  would  be  some  consultation  on 
the  subject,  but  had  not  much  more  than  left 
when  the  vote  in  favor  of  this  report  was  passed 
unanimously  by  those  who  remained. 

Alderman  Cutter — When  I  am  on  a  committee 
and  the  petitioners  appear  before  me  I  always 
take  the  opposite  side  of  the  case  and  argue'it 
that  way,  but  I  do  not  make  up  my  mind  untd  the 
petitioners  leave.  It  does  not  become  any  chair- 
man of  a  committee  to  make  up  hi^  mind  before  a 
case  is  through.  The  gentleman  left  the  commit- 
tee without  any  solicitation  on  my  part,  au'l  that 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  stop.  We  went  on 
just  the  same  as  if  we  had  had  the  honor  of  his 
presence. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  ■vrho  differs 
from  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  this  case 
states  that  the  railroad  company  was  ordered  by 
this  Board  to  take  up  its  track  and  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  it.  That  was  satisfactorily  explained  by 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  road,  who  stated  to  th° 
committee  that  he  was  absent  from  the  city  and 
was  not  aware  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove 
this  track  so  soon ;  he  was  not  here  or  he  would 
have  taken  notice  of  the  order  that  was  sent  him. 
He  came  to  the  committee  as  soon  as  he  heard  we 
were  deliberating  on  the  subject  and  said  they  were 
ready  to  remove  the  track  forthwith,  if  ordered 
to  do  so,  but  he  asked  for  time  to  petition  this 
board.  We  gave  him  time,  considering  that  such 
action  was  prudent,  as  long  as  nobody  had  asked 
to  have  the  track  removed.  They  asl^ed  to  have 
the  tracks  remain  there  until  they  can  arrange  to 
have  their  other  tracks  permanently  located.  They 
propose  to  ask  the  privilege  of'  making  some 
changes,  and  until  their  plans  can  be  fully  matured 
they  hope  this  petition  will  be  granted.  I  there- 
fore hope  the  report  of  the  majority  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Hall — We  granted  this  company 
leave  to  lay  a  temporary  track  in  State  and  Dev- 
onshire street*,  and  it  now  appears  that  we  or- 
dered them  to  take  it  up,  which  they  did  not  do 
on  account  of  the  president  being  absent  from  the 
city.  Now  the  matter  comes  back  to  us  with  two 
reports,  one  written  and  one  verbal,  and  to  give 
us  all  time  to  look  into  the  subject,  I  move  to  lay 
the  report  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

Alderman  Power — If  this  Board  grants  this  pe- 
tition today  it  can  be  annulled  at  any  time  this 
Board  desires,  and  I  see  no  necessity  for  aying 
the  report  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  yet  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man give  any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  laid  on 
the  table.  This  subject  has  been  three  times  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  he.  knowing  all  the  par- 
ticulars, refuses  the  rest  of  the  members  time  to 
examine  into  it.    While  I  propose  to  give  horse 
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railroads  all  necessary  facilities  for  transacting 
their  business,  I  do  not  believe  the  peoi>le  will 
bear  us  out  in  allowing  them  access  to  every  street 
and  way  in  the  city.  Having  given  them  the  right 
to  lay  a  temporary  track  in  one  stieet,  I  do  not 
believe  it  should   be  allowed    to   remain    there 

germanently.  If  there  is  any  right  the  citizens 
ave,  it  is  the  right  of  hiehway.  But  by  this 
course  you  deny  them  that.  Shall  this  committee 
say  we  shall  not  have  time  to  look  into  this  mat- 
ter? I  hope  this  Board  will  lay  the  report  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost  by  a  tie, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Alderman 
Power. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters^,  Prescott— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Biooks,  Cutter,  Emery,  Power, 
Stebbins  and  Worthington — 6. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  company  does  rot  pro- 
pose to  use  these  tracks ;  they  simply  ask  leave  to 
have  them  remain  there  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Hall— That  opens  the  whole  question 
and  leaves  it  where  the  public  should  know  where 
it  is.  The  corporation  were  given  a  temporary 
track  there,  and  having  obtained  it  they  propose 
to  leave  it  there  and  not  use  it.  What  do  you  pro- 
pose to  do?— to  fill  our  streets  with  railroad  tracks 
and  keep  them  theie?  Is  that  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving?  If  the  company  need  the 
track  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  let  it 
remain ;  if  not,  order  it  to  be  removed  forthwith. 

The  report  was  accepted— yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Hall,  Peters,  Worthing- 
ton— 4. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  same  committee  — 

Report  that  the  order  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fill 
up  a  hole  at  the  corner  of  Boston  and  Hamlet 
streets.  Ward  16,  ought  to  pass. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Warren  avenue  from  City  square 
to  Warren  Bridge,  Charlestown,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $8000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  in  front  of  the  estate  owned  by 
the  city  of  Boston  on  Washington  street.  Ward 
19,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the 
cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Orderetl,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  crossings  on  Regent  and 
Akron  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Order  to  pay  Eliza  J.  Heard  $200  for  damages  on 
account  of  change  of  grade  of  Washington  street, 
Ward  19,  by  order  of  Selectmen  of  Brighton  in 
1873. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Sarah  FoUan,  for 
herself  and  as  guardian  of  her  minor  children,  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  dollars,  in  consideration  of  her 

f;iving  to  the  city  the  right  to  build  and  maintain 
orever  the  footing  or  foundation  courses  of  a  re- 
taining wall  on  her  land  abutting  on  Seaverns 
avenue.  West  Roxbury. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Warren  avenue  from  War- 
ren Bridge  to  City  square  be  paved  with 
smaU  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  on  said  avenue  the  space  occupied 
by  its  tracks  with  small  granite  blocks:  said  work 
to  oe  done  uiuler  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Charles  H.  Merrill  for 
compensation  due  him  as  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  Neponset  Bridge,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $1000 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 


WOOD  PAVEMENT.S. 

Alderman  Peters  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  in- 
structed to  accept  the  bid  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Morong  for 
paving  Devonshire  street,  from  State  to  Milk 
streets,  with  carbolized  wood. 

Alderman  Peters— I  offer  that  order  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving.  This  Board  jjassed 
an  order  for  the  paving  of  Devonshire  street  from 
State  to  Milk  street  with  wood.  Dr.  Mo- 
rong's  bid  was  $1.87  per  square  yard  for 
carbolized  wood;  Dr.  Morong  and  Mr. 
Warren  each  bid  $2.07  per  square  yard  for 
burnettized  wood,  and  Mr.  Warren  $1.69,  for  natural 
wood.  As  the  records  of  the  committee  show,  Mr. 
Cutter  moved  to  accept  the  bid  of  Mr.  Warren  for 
natural  wood,  and  on  that  the  vote  stood  1  for, 
2  against.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Al- 
derman Power]  then  moved  that  the  Dr.  Morong 
and  Mr.  Warren  be  notified  to  make  new  bids  for 
laying  burnettized  wood,  and  on  that  the  vote 
stood  1  for  and  2  against.  I  then  moved 
that  the  contract  be  given  to  Dr.  Morong 
for  carbolized  wood,  and  on  that  the  vote 
stood  1  to  2,  and  !be  matter  was  brought 
to  a  dead  lock.  But  the  subject  is  not  at  a 
dead  lock  in  Devonshire  street.  Property  owners 
are  running  around  asking  what  is  to  be  done. 
People  have  been  to  me  and  they  want  something 
done.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12  believes  iu 
burnettized  wood;  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
does  not  believe  in  wood  pavement  in  streets 
which  are  much  travelled,  but  prefers  the  natural 
wood  to  that  treated  by  either  of  the  other  pro- 
cesses. I  do  not  go  so  far  as  that,  but  I  prefer 
carbolized  wood,  as  it  will  save  the  city  $500.  An- 
other reason  with  me  was  that  we  have  voted  to 
pave  Kilby  street  with  burnettized  wood,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  pave 
two  parallel  streets,  wheie  there  will  be  very 
much  the  same  kind  of  travel,  with  wood  treated 
by  different  processes,  in  order  thnt  citizens  may 
see  for  themselves  which  is  the  better  method  of 
paving,  and  which  will  be  preserved  longer  from 
decay.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  order  will  take 
its  second  reading  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  has  stated  the 
position  of  the  committee  substantially.  I  am  op- 
posed to  wood  pavement  on  streets  where  there  is 
so  much  passing  as  on  Devonshire  street.  If  we 
are  to  put  down  wooden  pavement,  which  I  think 
is  a  waste  of  money,  then  I  propose  to  waste  as 
little  money  as  possible.  An  order  came  to  the 
committee  to  pave  Kilby  street  with  burnettized 
wood,  which  I  shall  comply  with.  But  this  order 
did  not  say  burnettized  or  carbolized  wood,  but 
allows  the  committee  to  use  any  kind  of  wood. 
And  I  favor  natural  wood  because  it  will  save  the 
city  over  a  thousand  dollars.  If  any  of 
you  have  taken  the  pains  to  take  up  this 
wood  pavement  where  there  is  a  great  amount 
of  travel,  you  have  found  that  the  wood 
splits  intos  livers;  it  is  in  fact  trampled  to 
pieces.  It  goes  to  pieces  instead  of  rotting.  So  1 
think  the  wisest  course  is  to  pave  with  natural 
wood,  which  will  last  as  long  as  any  other  kind, 
and  be  cheaper.  When  you  purchase  burnettized 
or  caroolized  wood  you  do  not  know  what  you  are 
getti-ig  unless  you  see  every  block  laid  down.  But 
when  you  purchase  wood  in  its  natural  state  you 
know  what  you  are  paying  for.  If  the  gentleman 
proposes  to  try  experimen;;s  why  not  try  natural 
wood,  and  see  if  it  will  not  last  as  long  on  Devon- 
shire stieet  as  burnettized  wood  will  on  Kilby 
street. 

Alaerman  Power— i  suppose  this  question  has 
been  very  thoroughly  discussed,  but  I  may  as 
well  say  a  word  in  explanation  of  my  posi- 
tion. As  I  have  said  before,  this  city  spe"nt  con- 
siderable money  for  a  commission,  who  made  a 
report  that  the  only  practicable  and  the  best 
method  of  preserving  wood  is  by  the  burnettizing 
process.  There  is  abundance  of  evidence  that 
burnettized  wood  will  last  a  great  many  years, 
while  we  all  know  that  wood  without  any  prepara- 
tions at  all  will  last  only  a  very  short  time.  I  have 
certificates  from  many  gentlemen  who  have  used 
it  Here  is  a  piece  [showing  specimen]  used  by 
Mr.  Francis  of  Lowell,  which  was  taken  from  a 
bridge  where  it  had  been  used  twenty  years.  An- 
other piece  here  laid  in  a  damp  cellar  from  1856 
to  1873,  and  when  taken  up  it  was  as  sound  as 
when  it  was  put  down.  It  is  an  impossibility  to 
put  down  wood  and  preserve  it  a  fourth  of  that 
time  without  some  preparation.  Any  gentleman 
who  has  put  wood  down  in  wharves  knows  that  it 
is  not  expected  to  remain  in  good  condition  a  long 
time  if  it  is  in  the  natural  state.    While  in  conver- 
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satiou  a  few  months  ago  with  a  gentleman  con- 
nected with  a  horse  railroad,  he  told  me  it  is  uni- 
versally used  by  them,  and  he  had  taken  up  a 
piece  which  liad  been  down  eighteen  years,  and 
the  only  reason  for  taking  it  up  was  that  the  con- 
stant pounding  of  the  cars  upon  it  had  got  it  out 
of  shape.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  going 
into  any  more  experiments.  I  hope  that  order 
will  not  pass,  and  I  offer  the  following  as  an 
amendment: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  di- 
rected to  pave  Devonshire  street,  from  State  to 
Milk  street,  with  burnettized  wood. 

Alderman  Stebbins  suggested  the  addition  of 
the  words  "at  a  price  not  exceeding  !|;2.07  per 
square  yard,"  which  Alderman  Power  agreed  to, 
and  amended  his  order  accordingly. 

Alderman  Peters— I  have  seen  testimony  to  show 
that  unle.'=s  wood  is  thoroughly  burnettized  the 
carbolizing  is  the  better  process. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  will  also  offer  an  amend- 
ment, because,  if  we  advertise  for  the  burnett- 
ized wood  alone,  we  shall  have  to  pay  more  for  it. 
We  know  that  by  experience.  We  will  have  to 
pay  $2.38  a  square  yard,  but  if  we  advertise  for 
various  other  processes,  they  will  place  it  very 
much  below  that.  So  you  see  there  is  some  sort 
of  cheating  in  this  matter.  I  offer  the  following 
as  an  amendment  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  di- 
rected to  pave  Devonshire  street,  from  Milk  to 
State  street,  with  wood. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  Alderman  will  remem- 
ber that  lumber  has  fallen  in  price,  he  must  see 
that  is  the  reason  we  get  it  cheaper.  If  this  mat- 
ter goes  back  to  the  committee,  I  will  agree  to 
vote  against  it  if  there  is  any  attempt  to  get  up  a 
combination  on  it. 

Alderman  Hall— In  how  mauy  places  is  this 
hurnettizing  done  ? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  unable  to  answer  that 
question. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  I  can,  and  I  believe 
there  is  but  one  place  in  New  England.  It  is  a 
monopoly  in  ihe  strongest  sense  of  the  word,  and 
that  is  the  meaning  of  the  whole  thing. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Alderman  Cutter's 
amendment,  and  it  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hal'— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Peters,  Power,  Prescott,  Ste  jbins,  Worthington 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was  then 
adopted— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Harris,  Power, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters— 5. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  for,  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— W.  W.  Newton,  538 
Washington  street;  Owen  Coughlin,  5  Way  street. 

Licenses  to  deal  in  Second  Hand  Articles 
Granted— >I.  Jacobs,  23  Salem  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — Ebenezer  Brewster,  for 
a  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Richmond  and  North 
streets. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— F.  Wilkms  &  Co., 
Eastern  Kpilroad  Depot;  Charles  F.  Hamburger, 
Ninth  street,  near  Old  Harbor  wharf:  V.M.Dunn 
(Charlestown  express);  (ieorge  L.  Dixon  and  six 
others  (transfers). 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Three  boot- 
blacks; ten  newsboys. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Andrews  Ander- 
son, 200  Atlantic  avenue;  Elizabeth  Zittal,  1700 
Washington  stieet;  Charles  B.Stuart,  86  Union 
street;  Charles  F.  Clark,  234  Atlantic  avenue;  Mi- 
chael Mahoney,  171  Hanover  street. 

VictuaUeis'  Licenses  Refused— William  Haney, 
1738  Washington  stieet;  James  O'Neil,  65  South 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— John  Jones,  43 
Howard  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Josephine  Mills,  75 
Hanover  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  innholder's  license  granted 
on  Aug.  18, 1874,  to  Livingston  &  Wilder,  at  21 
Kneeland  street,  be  revoked,  for  cause. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed — Henry  M.  Snell 
removed  from  5  Pemberton  square  to  131  Devon- 
shire street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— S.  E.  Jenkins,  to 
give  concert  at  Lyceum  Hall,  Oct.  15;  W.  B.  Stoi-y, 
to  give  concert  by  the  Wayland  Institute  singers 


at  Tremont  Temple,  Sept.  21  and  22 ;  "Tom  Thumb" 
troupe,  to  give  exhibitions  at  Brighton  and  Tre- 
mont Temple. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  innholder's  license  granted 
on  Aug.  18,  1874,  to  Living.ston  &  Wilder,  at  21 
Kneeland  street,  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  F.  H.  Wellington  for  leave 
to  establish  a  line  of  omnibuses,  ■'vith  the  follow- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  F.  H.  Wel- 
lington to  run  an  omnibus  through  the  following 
streets  of  this  city,  viz.:  From  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Depot,  through  Federal,  Kneeland, 
Lincoln,  Beach,  Albany,  Eliot,  Pleasant  and  Boyls- 
ton  streets  to  Dartmouth  street,  and  return  over 
the  same  route ;  the  rate  per  pasJicnger  not  to  ex- 
ceed ten  cents  each  way. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters, 
Alderman  Bigelow  stated  that  the  line  of  omni- 
buses was  mainly  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
pupils  of  the  Chauncy  Hall  School,  and  that  they 
wouUl  start  from  trie  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie 
Depot. 

The  order  was  read  trwice  and  passed. 

STREET  PEDLERS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  w-hom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor, 
McDewell  &  Adams,  and  many  others,  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  the  inibllc  streets  caused 
by  the  location  of  temporary  stands  therein  for 
the  sale  of  fruit  and  other  articles,  having  cpre- 
fuUy  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report:  The  petitioners  rep- 
resent two  classes,  —  first,  those  who  hire 
places  of  business,  pay  taxes  on  their  stock 
and  sell  the  same  articles  which  are  offered 
by  the  street  venders  who  pay  neither  rent  nor 
taxes ;  second,  those  who  claim 'that  their  business 
is  interfered  with  bv  the  obstruction  ivhich  these 
temporary  stands  offer  to  public  travel. 

Those  who  remonstrate  against  the  prohibition 
of  this  street  traffic  represent  that  it  is  for  the 
public  benefit  to  permit  a  reasonable  use  of  the 
streets  for  the  sale  of  certain  articles,  especially 
fruit,  at  prices  within  the  means  of  the  poor 
classes ;  and  that  if  a  proper  discrimination  is  ex- 
ercised in  granting  such  use  many  poor  persons 
can  earn  a  living  who  would  otherwise  have  to  be 
supported  at  the  public  charge. 

It  is  evident  from  this  brief  statement  for  and 
against  the  petitioners  that  a  good  deal  may  be 
said  on  both  sides ;  a  good  deal  has  been  said 
ever  since  the  city  was  large  enough  to  make  the 
establishment  of  street  stands  remunerative. 
From  time  to  time  as  this  traffic- through  lack  of 
suitable  restrictions — has  encroached  upon  the 
public  ways  or  interfered  with  established  places 
of  business,  efforts  have  been  made  to  suppress 
it,  but  without  success.  Every  large  city  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe  has  had  a  similar  expe- 
rience ;  and  in  every  large  city  it  has  been  found 
expedient  to  permit  a  reasonable  use  of  the  pub- 
lic streets  and  grounds  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  year  1862  the  Chief  of  Police  of  this  city 
was  directed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  enforce 
the  ordinance  'Mhich  forbids  persons  standing  in 
the  streets  for  the  purpose  of  selling  articles,  un- 
less duly  licensed.  The  Chief  failed  to  act  as 
directed,  and  the  Committee  on  Police  were  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  report  why  the  ordinance 
was  not  enforced.  That  committee,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Samuel  R.  Spinney 
and  Otis  Norcross,  submitted  a  re)  oit  in 
which  they  discussed  the  whole  subject  of 
street  traffic  in  a  spirit  of  c;reat  fairness 
and  liberality.  The  Chief  of  Police  in- 
formed them  that  he  issued  orders  to  his  offi- 
cers to  enforce  the  ordinance,  but  so  laige  a  num- 
ber of  the  most  respectable  citizens  remonstrated 
in  behnlf  of  the  different  individuals  to  be  re- 
moved, from  sympathy  in  their  misfortunes  or 
othei'  interest  in  their  welfare,  that,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Mayor,  he  had  delayed  action  until  the 
I?oard  should  have  an  opportunity  of  weighing 
the  considerations  which  induced  him  to  hesitate, 
and  of  determining  whether  it  would  not  be  more 
judicious  to  regulate  rather  than  to  absolutely 
prohibit.  Although  the  power  of  the  Board  to 
enforce  the  i^rohibition  was  unquestionable, 
the  Police  Committee  doubted  the  policy  of  so 
doing.  They  found  i  easons  for  tolerating  itiner- 
ant venders  and  showmen  to  some  extent  in  the 
fact  that  they  furnished  a  certain  amount  of  di- 
version to  persons  passing  along  the  streets ;  that 
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in  many  respects  thfty  were  a  public  convenience ; 
and  tliat  many  aged  women  who  had  no  other 
means  of  subsistence,  and  who,  but  for  this  in- 
dulgence, would  be  a  public  burden  in  the 
almshouse,  were  enabled  to  earn  a  slender 
pittance,  and  to  present  an  appearance  of  con- 
tentment and  cheerfulness  which  had  a  whole- 
some effect  upon  those  who  were  ungrate- 
ful for  the  superior  comforts  which  they 
enjoyed.  The  result  of  the  committee's  report 
was  to  leave  the  matter  substantially  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Chief  of  Police.  Since  that  time 
the  custom  has  obtained  of  granting  conditional 
permits  to  occupy  portions  of  the  public  streets 
or  sidewalks  where  the  abutters  do  not  object  and 
where  such  occupation  does  not  interfere  with  the 
public  safety  or  convenience.  Your  committee 
have  pursued  the  policy  established  by  their  pred- 
ecessors. They  have  endeavored  to  restrict  the 
privilege  to  tliose  who  were  deserving  of  it; 
and  to  keep  the  traffic  within  reasonable 
limits ;  but  undoubtedly  there  have  beau  some 
instances  where  the  priVUege  has  been  obtained 
by  persons  who  were  well  able  to  hire  permanent 
places  of  business,  and  possession  has  been  taken 
temporarily  of  places  which  inconvenienced  the 
public  travel. 

All  the  permits  granted  by  the  committee  are 
subject  to  revocation  at  any  time  on  notice  from 
the  police ;  and  as  soon  as  any  well  grounded  com- 
plaint is  made  showing  an  obstruction  to  public 
travel,  or  an  improptr  use  of  the  privilege, 
it  is  withdrawn.  In  reply  to  the  complaints 
of  fruit  dealers  who  hire  permanent  places 
of  business,  it  may  be  said  that  the  sale 
of  fruit  from  stands  in  the  public  streets 
and  grounds,  or  by  persons  going  about  from 
house  to  house  has  been  permitted  from  time  im- 
memorial. The  statutes  do  not  require  pedlers  of 
fruit  and  provisions  to  have  a  license.  Persons 
who  hire  places  of  business  to  sell  those  articles 
do  so  with  the  full  knowledge  of  what  they  have 
to  compete  with,  and  so  long  as  the  legitimate  use 
of  the  streets  is  not  seriously  interfered  with,  they 
have  no  just  cause  for  complaint.  In  most 
instances,  as  appeared  in  the  public  hear- 
ing given  by  the  committee,  the  complainants 
themselves  occupy  a  portion  of  the  public  way  in 
front  of  their  shops  for  the  display  and  sale  of 
their  stock.  The  committee  see  no  reason  for 
changing  the  policj^  which  they  have  heretofore 
pursued  in  regulating  street  venders ;  and  they 
are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  no  further  action 
is  necessary  upon  the  subject. 

ALANSON    BiGELOW. 

S.  B.  Stebbins. 
HiEAM  Emery. 
Committee  on  Licenses. 
Alderman  Bigelow — In  offering  this  report  I  de- 
sire to    say  that  the    committee    have  not   taken 
leave  of  tlie  subject,  but  are  engaged  in  making  a 
thorough  canvass  of  the  locations,  and  will  make 
such  changes  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Alderman  Peters — I  hope  the  report  will  be  ac- 
cepted, as  I  think  that  is  a  very  sensible  conclu- 
sion to  arrive  at. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

STREET  DAMAGES  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  orders  to  pay  for 
street  damages  as  follows :  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  $^14,370,  widening  Shawmut  avenue 
(now  Washington  street) ;  Frederick  Guild,  §3316, 
widening  Shawmut  avenue  (uow  Washington 
street);  Charles  D.  Swain,  $689.50,  widening  of 
Washington  street  (formerly  Guild  row);  Ed- 
win Bowker  and  Charles  and  Franklin  Tor- 
rey,  $80,  widening  of  Sixth  street,  at  Foundry 
street,  in  South  Boston;  James  Riley,  g;284.10.  Por- 
ter street.  Brighton.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and 
order  of  the  Street  Commissioneis  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Lenox  street  from  Washington  street  to 
Harrison  avenue,  presented  a  report  that  the  re- 
solve aud  order  ought  to  pass,  and  also  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  laying  out  and 
extending  East  Lenox  street  froni  VVashinoton 
street  to  Harrison  avenue,  be  charged  to  the  loan 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Northampton-street 
district. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  committee  pro- 
posed to  buy  land  to  lay  out  tlie  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  almost  all  the  land  is 
given  to  the  city,  certainly  all  that  part  from  Har- 


rison avenue  to  Read  street.  From  Read  street  to 
Washington  street  there  are  three  or  four  estates 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  take,  as  they  are  not 
benefited  by  the  improvement.  The  improvement 
is  such  that  no  member  of  the  City  Government 
will  doubt  for  a  moment  that  it  ought  to  go 
through. 

Alderman  Harris  said  he  would  not  press  the 
order  at  this  time,  as  several  members  desired  it 
to  lie  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  there  was  one  reason 
why  it  should  pass  today.  Mr.  Gay,  the  contract- 
or for  filling  the  Northampton-street  district,  is 
also  the  contractor  for  filling  this  district.  He 
has  about  finished  filling  all  the  territory  west  of 
Harrison  avenue,  and  he  cannot  do  this  as  cheap- 
ly unless  he  has  the  use  of  the  same  tracks.  It  is 
a  very  favorable  opportunity  for  the  city  to  com- 
plete this  improvement  and  the  order  should  go  to 
the  Council  this  week. 

Alderman  Cutter  could  see  the  importance  of 
hastening  on  the  work,  but  thought  streets  should 
not  be  laid  out  at  an  expense  to  the  city.  If  the 
Committee  on  Streets  have  been  diligent  as  they 
can  be,  and  made  as  good  a  trade  as  they  can,  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  the  order. 

Alderman  Hall  had  no  desire  to  delay  business, 
but  this  order  for  an  expenditure  of  $30,000  ought 
to  be  explained,  or  been  brought  in  here  in  time 
to  allow  members  tc  look  into  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  City  Document  78,  sub- 
mitted two  weeks  ago,  had  been  on  the  Alder- 
man's desk,  and  if  he  had  read  it  he  would  know 
all  the  facts. 

Aldei-man  Hall  replied  that  the  rules  required 
such  orders  to  lie  over,  and  he  did  not  believe  in 
rushing  orders  through.  Although  he  was  con- 
versant with  this  matter  and  did  not  object  to  it, 
still  it  was  hardly  fair  to  rush  it  through. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  order  report- 
ed by  the  committee  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading — 6  for,  4  against —and  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.  The  resolve  and  order  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  was  then  passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solve and  order  from  the  Street  Commissioners  for 
the  extension  of  Thorndike  stieet  to  Harrison  av- 
enue, and  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  laying  out  and 
extending  Thorndike  street  from  Washhigton 
street  to  Harrison  avenue  be  charged  to  the  loan 
for  the  Northampton-street  District  Improve- 
ioents. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks  asked  If  the  same  necessity 
existed  for  passing  this  order  today  as  there  was 
for  the  other. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  in  the  same  dis- 
trict as  the  other,  and  the  same  necessity  existed 
for  one  as  the  other.  Mr.  Gay  is  under  contract 
with  the  city  to  build  these  streets,  provided  he 
can  do  it  while  he  is  filling  on  the  northwesterly 
side  of  the  Northampton- street  district.  If  he 
removes  his  tracks  to  the  easterly  side,  the  city 
cannot  have  it  done  so  cheaply.  Except  two  es- 
tates on  Washington  street,  he  believed  all  the 
land  was  given  to  the  city  by  the  abutters. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  on 
almost  every  order  from  the  Committee  on  Streets 
a  second  reading  is  called  for  when  it  i^  intro- 
duced. He  thought  at  least  one  week  should  be 
allowed  members  to  consider  the  matter. 

Alderman  Cutter  could  see  i.o  reason  for  the  ap- 
parent haste  of  tlie  committee  in  such  cases  as 
that  ot  the  order  to  pay  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
which  had  just  been  passed,  unless  it  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  city's  money.  In  this  case  the  city,  in 
order  to  make  a  good  bargain,  must  acccommo- 
date  Mr.  Gay. 

The  order  of  the  committee  and  the  lesolve  and 
order  from  the  Street  Commissioners  •vere  sever- 
allj  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Alderman  Wortliington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a 
report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  William  C. 
Strong,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  f- table  for 
twenty  horses  on  Keiirick  street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery  foi'  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  jjetition  of  G.  W. 
Skinner  and  others,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompany  order: 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  canctl  the  bond  given  by  George"W. 
Skinner  and  John  T.  Ellis  for  land  on  Camden 
street,  west  of  Tremont  street,  uponjtheir  surren- 
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derlng  the  agreement  received  by  them  from  the 
city  to  convey  said  land,  and  that  the  Snperin- 
teiident  of  I'ublic  Lands  be  directed  to  issue  new 
bonds  and  aKreements  to  Wallace  F.  Robinson 
antl  Hrice  S.  Evans  in  the  sum  ol  .|4606,  in  seven 
annual  payments,  with  interest  at  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum  ;  said  bonds  antl  agreements  to  be  dat- 
ed Sept.  1, 1874. 
Read  once. 

MUNICIPAL  COURT  ROOM  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Emery,  tor  the  Committee  on  County 
Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  $1500  in  addition  to 
the  amount  already  authorized  for  fitting  uji  and 
furnishing  rooms  for  the  Municipal  Court,  East 
Boston  ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  of  Suffolk.  This  sum  to- 
gether with  ]>revioiis  appropriations  for  this  court 
room  does  not  exceed  .§5000. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  ask  that  that  order  may  be 
laid  over.  If  there  is  to  be  no  accommodation 
from  that  court  for  the  citizens  of  that  waid,  I 
hope  no  more  improvements  will  be  made  in  the 
room.  When  this  matter  first  came  u))  1  advo- 
cated the  taking  of  the  wardroom  for  a  court 
room,  because  it  would  save  the  city  the  expense 
of  providing  an  additional  room  for  the  court  in 
that  ward,  while  at  the  same  time  the  citizens  of 
both  parties  might  be  accommodated  by  the  use 
of  the  room  for  caucuses.  If  the  Judge  is  not 
going  to  allow  us  to  hold  meetings  in  that  room, 
it  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  it  is  good 
policy  to  spend  additional  money  for  furnishing 
the  room. 

Alderman  Emery — I  am  willing  to  accommodate 
the  gentleman,  but  there  is  a  necessity  for  com- 
pleting the  work.  We  have  made  some  exiiendi- 
tures  there  since  the  former  order  was  passed.  We 
thought  the  judgment  of  the  gentleman  correct, 
and  that  it  was  the  best  place  we  could  find  in 
East  Boston  for  the  court  room,  and  especially  as 
he  was  tlesirous  of  saving  expense.  We  made  the 
necessary  changes,  and  1  think  the  Judge  will 
consent  to  the  use  of  the  room  by  the  citizens.  If 
he  does  not  I  shall  think  we  are  not  used  right  in 
the  matter.  I  think  he  intini'iteei  to  the 
committee  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
using  it  for  a  wardroom.  But  that  matter 
of  providing  wardrooms  where  they  do  not  have 
them  now  is  under  consideration  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  and  will  be  brought  up 
this  week,  and  a  hearing  will  be  had  on  petitions 
which  are  before  us.  Then  the  suggestion  of  the 
Alderman  will  be  considered.  As  to  the  sum 
named  in  this  order,  it  is  what  we  shall 
have  to  complete  the  furnishing  of  the  room 
which  was  contemplated  when  the  first  order  was 
introduced.  I  should  like  to  have  the  order 
take  its  second  reading,  as  I  do  not 
think  to  let  it  lie  over  will  affect  the 
object    the    Alderman     from    Ward    1    desires. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  court  room  is  fixed  up 
now  so  nicely  that  the  Judge  says  it  is  too  good  to 
allow  voters  to  go  in  there  and  hold  meetings.  If 
that  be  the  case,  I  do  not  want  any  more  money 
spent  there.  If  citizens  cannot  have  it  once  or 
twice  during  the  year  I  doubt  the  expediency  of 
laying  out  any  more  money  on  it.  I  advocated 
the  taking  of  this  room  because  I  thought  the 
court  might  be  held  there  and  the  place  used  as  a 
wardroom,  which  would  save  the  city  the  expense 
of  hiring  another  room.  I  should  think  that  court 
room  is  no  better  than  the  one  over  here,  where 
they  are  allowed  to  hold  conventions ;  we  certainly 
having  nothing  worse  in  our  ward  than  there  is 
over  here.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  ortler  pass- 
ing if  the  committee  will  not  lay  out  any  more 
money  until  we  know  where  we  are. 

Alderman  Emery— The  committee  desire  to  ac- 
commodate the  citizens  of  East  Boston  who  de- 
sire to  have  a  wardroom,  and  the  question  is 
whether  we  are  obliged  to  furnish  them  with 
rooms  to  hold  caucuses  in.  That  matter  has  been 
referred  by  the  committee  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
and  we  shall  have  his  answer  before  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Board.  I  think  the  ordinance  is 
permissive  on  that  subject;  but  it  is  the  opinion 
of  some  persons  that  we  are  obliged  to  furnish 
places  for  citizens  to  hold  caucuses,  when  they 
apply  for  them.  We  shall  know  what  is  our  duty, 
and  be  able  to  communicate  it  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  this  Board.  I  see  no  object  in  letting  the 
order  lie  over,  as  it  will  not  affect   the  matter  at 

all. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  the  committee 
have  exceeded  their  appropriation  by  fitting  up 


the  room  in  too  gay  style.  The  gentleman  argued 
that  we  could  build  a  Home  for  the  I'oor  at  much 
less  Cost  now  on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  labor 
and  materials ;  but  this  matter  1  think  must  be 
owing  to  extravagance. 

Alderman  Emery — Gentlemen  very  well  know 
that  when  they  overhaul  p.n  old  building  and  tear 
it  to  pieces  they  generally  find  the  expense  of  fit- 
ting up  much  more  than  they  thought  at  first. 

Alderman  Cutter— Did  younotmake  up  your  es- 
timates for  that? 

Alderman  Emery — We  did,  but  found  it  took  a 

freat  deal  more.  "We  also  left  out  the  furnishing, 
he  matter  came  upon  us  veiy  suddenly,  and  it 
was  very  difficult  to  make  a  proper  estimate. 

Alderman  Cutter — Has  the  money  been  spent 
already  ? 

Alderman  Emery — It  has  not.  We  cannot  draw 
it  until  you  i)ass  this  order. 

Alderman  Hall — Does  it  take  the  wardrooms 
out  of  the  control  of  the  City  Government  if  you 
give  it  u))  to  the  courts. 

Alderman  Emery — That  matter  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Peters — The  gentleman  says  the 
money  has  not  been  spent,  because  it  cannot  be 
drawn.    Has  the  debt  been  incurred  ? 

Alderman  Emery — We  are  doing  work  there 
which  will  make  it  necessary  to  have  the  addi- 
tional funds. 

Alderman  Peters— That  does  not  answer  my 
question. 

Alderman  Emery— We  hope  that  the  appropria- 
tion will  not  be  exceeded. 

Alderman  Peters — Then  I  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  voting  this  appi  opriation  of  §1500  addi- 
tional. 

Alderman  Brooks— Do  the  committee  propose 
to  spend  this  money  to  the  extent  of  cai-peting 
this  wardroom  before  the  question  is  settled 
whether  we  shall  have  it  for  a  ward  room  ? 

Alderman  Emery — We  have  had  that  matter  un- 
der consideration.  We  sui)posed  that  the  judge 
would  not  object  to  allowing  the  use  of  that  room 
for  ward  purposes,  and  I  think  now  there  will  not 
be  the  slightest  difliculty  about  it. 

Alderman  Power — As  1  urder.«tand  it,  this  place 
has  been  designated  as  a  ward  room  and  will  be 
used  as  such  until  this  Government  orders  to  the 
contrary. 

Alderman  Brooks— If  that  is  so  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  use  it  for  caucuses  for  both  parties.  If 
it  is  the  'recognized  wardroom,  then  we  have  a 
right  to  use  it  for  ward  caucuses. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  no  doubt  but  that  is 
the  correct  position. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

ORDINANCES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
joint  committee  on  ordinances  as  follows : 

Report  on  petition  of  O.  F.  Deshon,  for  removal 
of  restrictions  in  relation  to  discharge  of  firearms 
in  outlying  portions  of  the  city,  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner.   Accepted. 

Report  in  response  to  an  order  concerning  the 
care  and  custody  of  city  documents,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  Joiit  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Printing  shall,  except 
when  otherwise  specially  ordered  by  the  City 
Council,  designate  the  number  of  public  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets,  the  printing  of  which 
for  the  use  of  the  City  Council  has  been,  or  may 
be  from  time  to  time  duly  authorized.  And  the 
City  Messenger  shall,  subject  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  said  committee  may  adopt, 
have  the  care,  custody  and  disti'ibution"  of  said 
documents,  books  and  "pamphlets;  nrovided,  how- 
ever, that  none  of  said  publications  shall  be  sold 
unless  special  authority  is  given  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. All  documents,  books  or  pamphlets  printed 
for  the  use  and  at  the  expense  of  the  several 
executive  departments  of  the  Citj-  Government, 
shall  be  under  the  care  and  custody  of  the  heads 
of  the  departments  for  which  they  are  printed, 
subject,  however,  at  all  times  to  the  control  of  the 
City  Council. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petitions  of  John  Shepard  et  al.,  that 
trials  ot  speed  be  allowed  on  a  portion  of  Brighton 
avenue,  recommemfing  the  passage  ot  the  accom- 
panying ordinance : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc, 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets 
is   hereby    amended   by  striking   out  the  thirty- 
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ninth  section,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following;,  namely : 

"Section  39.  No  owner  or  other  person,  having 
for  the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of  any  horse,  or 
other  beast  of  burthen,  carriage  or  draught,  shall 
ride,  drive  or  permit  the  horse  or  other  beast  to 
go  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  six  miles  an 
hour  in  any  of  the  public  streets  or  ways  in  the 
city,  except  in  that  portion  of  Brighton  avenue, 
situated  and  lying  between  Beacon  street  and 
Cambridge  street." 

Alderman  Hall  asked  that  the  ordinance  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Prescott  objected,  and  was  rather 
suri>rised  that  the  motion  came  from  Alderman 
Hall.  He  wanted  time  to  consider  so  important  a 
matter. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  would  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

Alderman  Peters  renewed  the  motion  for  a  sec- 
ond reading.  Nobody  can  ascertain  what  the  re- 
sult is  going  to  be,  and  the  committee  were  in 
favor  of  giving  it  a  trial. 

Alderman  Harris  ask^d  if  the  committee  were 
satisfied  that  matter  was  legal,  and  Alderman  Pe- 
ters said  they  had  an  opinion  from  the  City  So- 
licitor to  that  effect. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  that  would  allow 
racing  on  the  Sabbath  day?  The  ordinance  had 
better  I'e  over  that  members  may  see  what  it  is 
worth. 

Alderman  Hall  said  that  was  regulated  by  the 
Sunday  law. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  the  motion  for  a 
second  reading,  and  the  ordinance  was  laid  over. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows :  In  Sawyer  street, 
at  the  junction  with  Lenox  street;  in  Centre 
street,  between  Pynchon  and  Highland  streets, 
and  in  Highland  street,  between  Centre  and  Vale 
streets.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Nancy  Emerson  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  on  Gray  and  Call  streets,  Charlestown. 
Accepted. 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
aewers  as  follows:  In  Cottage  street  between 
Sumner  street  and  Dorchester  avenue ;  in  Pond 
street ;  in  Pleasant  street  between  Pearl  and  Cot- 
tage streets;  in  Dorchester  avenue  between  Mt. 
Vernon  street  and  Kamsay  court;  in  Grant  street; 
in  Newport  street ;  in  Spring  Garden  street ;  in 
Crescent  avenue,  and  from  foot  of  Crescent  ave- 
nue to  tidewater;  in  Amory,  School,  Atherton, 
Arcadia  and  Beethoven  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Joseph  Ham  of  intention  to 
take  part  of  his  land  for  construction  of  a  sewer, 
as  follows :  Through  a  strip  of  land  iive  feet  wide 
and  about  170  feet  long,  running  from  land  of 
Moseley  to  the  edge  of  the  maish  in  Dorchester 
Bay  with  the  flats  thereto  belonging,  as  shown  in 
red  on  a  "plan  accompanying  the  conveyance  of 
rights  of  drainage  to  the  city  of  Boston,"  Septem- 
ber, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Sewer 
Department,  and  giving  notice  of  hearing  on  Oct. 
5,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  to  said  Joseph  Ham  and 
others  on  the  subject.    Passed. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  employ  such  me- 
chanics, teamsteis  and  laborers  as  shall  be  needei 
at  the  repair  shop  of  the  Lamp  Department ;  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  said  employes  to  be  de- 
cided Dy  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  and  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tnerebe  appropriated  for  extra 
carpenter  work  done  on  the  repair  shop  in  the 
Lamp  Department,  the  sum  of  $700;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  for  leave 
to  erect  wooden  buildings  bv  Getchell  &  Eldridge, 
in  Ward  22,  and  W.  C.  Strong, -n  Ward  19,  and 
recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying  or- 
ders authorizing  the  issuing  of  permits  granting 
the  same.    The  orders  were  severally  read  once. 


COMPENSATION    FOE  TIDE  WATER  DISPLACED. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Boston  Harbor,  to  whom  were  referred,  as  a  part 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
town,  the  papers  relating  to  an  assessment  made 
upon  that  city  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  of 
the  Commonwealth  on  account  of  tide  water  dis- 
placed for  the  purpose  of  building  a  street  in  Pris- 
on Point  Bay,  submitted  a  report  that  the  assess- 
ment is  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
law,  and  that  no  further  reduction  can  be  ob- 
tained in  the  amount.  The  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  the 
sum  of  $4540.121/2,  with  interest  thereon,  from  Jan. 
9, 1874,  until  the  date  of  payment,  and  charge  the 
same  to  the  appropriation  for  streets,  said  sum 
having  been  assessed  upon  the  city  by  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  for  tide 
water  displaced  by  the  construction  of  a  street  in 
Prison  Point  Bay. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  the  reference  of  the 
report  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  reference  would 
be  any  credit  to  them. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  Committee  on  Paving  would  give  them  credit 
for  anything  or  not. 

alderman  Stebbins  did  not  see  the  need  of  the 
reference.  This  is  a  legacy  from  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  which  fought  it  as  long  as  possible. 
It  is  an  obligation  that  must  be  met,  and  the  soon- 
er the  better. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  he  thought  that  as  the 
appropriation  came  from  that  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  they  might  want  to  look  into  it,  but  he 
would  withdraw  the  motion  for  reference. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  if  the  motion  was  a 
sensible  one  why  it  was  withdrawn. 

Alderman  Harris  explained  that  the  money  was 
to  come  from  the  appropriation  for  Streets,  and 
that  committee  might  wish  to  look  into  it.  It  is 
clear  that  the  city  will  have  to  pay  it. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  why  it  was  not  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Harbor. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  it  was  because  the  place 
filled  is  now  occupied  as  a  street. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

MOTION  TO  RECONSIDER. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  reconsider  the 
votes  of  the  last  meeting  refusing  an  innholder's 
license,  and  a  billiard  license  to  George  H.  Wal- 
cott,  at  City  Point.  He  proposed  to  move  to  give 
the  parties  a  full  hearing  at  the  next  meeting. 

After  a  brief  discuss'on  by  Aldermen  Cutter, 
Worthington,  Hall  and  Power,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  laid  on  the  table,  and  Alderman 
Stebbins  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to  take 
it  from  the  table  at  five  o'clock  next  Monday,  in 
arder  to  give  both  the  petitioners  and  remon- 
strants a  hearing  before  the  full  Board. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  the  public  bath  house 
on  Cabot  street  for  the  use  of  an  evening  school, 
as  soon  as  the  bathing  season  for  the  present  year 
closes. 
Read  once. 

TRUSTEE  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  nom- 
nate  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  be  requested 
to  nominate  a  candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  said 
board    occasioned    by  the   death   of    Hiilman  B. 
Barnes. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

REPORTS  CALLED  FOR. 

Alderman  Peters  drew  attention  to  the  joint  rules 
requiring  committees  to  report  within  four  weeks 
or  ask  for  further  time,  and  called  for  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings  on  the 
order  to  procure  estimates,  etc.,  for  a  site  for  a 
new  Court  House. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  report  would  be  forth- 
coming foon,  but  they  intended  to  have  another 
hearing  before  making  up  the  report. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  on  the  Committee  on 
Paving  for  a  report  on  the  petition  for  a  retaining 
wall  on  Yarmouth  street,  presented  several 
months  ago. 

Alderman  Peters  said  they  had  hearings  on  the 
subject  and  had  prenared  a  report  recommending 
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leave  to  withdraw,  which  was  withheld  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 

Alderman  Emery  asked  for  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  on  the  sul)ject  of  prevent- 
ing the  blocking  of  cars  in  the  streets,  referred 
some  months  ago. 

Aldermen  Peters  and  Cutter  both  said  that  mat- 
ter was  before  last  year's  Government,  and  Alder- 
man Peters  called  attention  to  recent  legislation 
relative  to  the  running  of  horse  care  around  the 
eircuit. 


Alderman  Hall  asked  for  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  on  the  petition  of  the  Metropol- 
itan Railroad  for  leave  to  run  their  cars  over  the 
tracks  of  the  Highland  Railroad  in  Shawmut  ave- 
nue. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  matter  had  been  re- 
ported on,  and  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  voted 
to  accept  the  report. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    y4,    1«74. 


Regular  weekly  meetinjj  at  71/2  P.  M.,E.  O.  Shep- 
erd,  Presideiit,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS   FKOM  THE  BOAISD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  William  A.  Simmons  et  al.,  W.  S. 
Allen,  Company  A,  Second  Battalion  of  Infantry, 
and  officers  of  Second  Battalion  of  Infantry.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

Invitation  for  the  City  Council  to  witness  pa- 
rade of  Roman  Catholic  temperance  societies  on 
Oct.  10.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  O.  F.  Deshon,  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  modify  the  ordinance  relating  to  fire- 
arms, etc.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Charles  H.  Merritt  to  be  paid  certain 
sums  alleged  to  be  due  him  as  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Department.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  passage  of  the  resolve 
and  order  for  laying  out  Thorndike  street  from 
Washington  street  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  $48,117,  with  an  order  to  charge 
the  expense  thereof  to  the  appropriation  for  ttie 
Northampton-street  District  Improvement.  The 
order  from  the  committee  was  read  twice  and 
passed,  and  the  resolve  and  order  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  resolve 
and  order  for  laying  out  East  Lenox  street,  and 
extending  it  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $30,318.95  (City  Doc.  No.  78, 1874);  with 
an  order  to  charge  the  expense  thereof  to  the 
loan  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Northampton- 
street  District. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  have 
some  explanation  of  this  extension.  It  seems  to 
me  that  these  are  pretty  large  amounts  for  those 
two  extensions— $48,117  for  one  and  $30,318.95  for 
the  other. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  I  happen  to  be  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  District,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  give  the  gentleman  an  explana- 
tion of  the  improvements,  and  I  think  I  can  con- 
vince him  that  they  are  eminently  proper.  The 
order  already  passed  for  the  extension  and  laying 
out  of  Thorndike  street  is  for  the  taking  of  two 
estates  upon  Washington  street.  From  the  rear 
of  these  two  estates  to  Harrison  avenue  the  land 
is  given  and  costs  the  citv  nothing.  There  is  no 
way  open  for  public  travel  from  Northampton 
street  to  Eustis  street.  All  the  land  between  Har- 
rison avenue  and  Washington  street,  at  that 
point,  has  been  a  swamp  hole,  and  now  we  pro- 
pose to  have  these  two  streets  put  through  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  up  that  territory.  In  the  or- 
der for  laying  out  and  extending  East  Lenox  street 
the  appropriation!  s  for  taking  certain  land  and 
buildings  which  will  enable  us  to  put  a  forty-foot 
street  through  there.  That  land  borders  on  Wash- 
ington street.  The  land  running  from  the  rear  of 
that,  through  to  Harrison  avenue,  is  given  to  the 
eity. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— What  is  the  value  of  the 
land  given? 

Mr.  Train— I  think  its  assessed  value  is  about 
eighty  cents  per  foot,  but  its  real  value  today  is  at 
least  $1.50  per  foot. 

Mr.  Loring— What  is  the  whole  value? 

>ir.  Train— I  should  say  about  $60,000.  But  the 
importance  of  the  scheme  is  the  giv.ng  of  an  ave- 
nue from  Washington  street  to  Harnson  avenue 
through  this  hemtofore  unused  land.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Northampton-street  District  have 
been  very  fortunate  in  having  that  land  tilled  as 
they  have,  and  any  one  who  will  go  up  there  and 
see  the  three  or  four  feet  of  filling  will  observe 
the  good  work  that  has  been  done.  The  Street 
Commissioners  have  recommended  this  extension, 
and  I  hope  no  obj  iction  will  be  made  to  having 
It  done. 

The  order  reported  by  the  committee  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  the  question  was  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  felt  inclined  to  oppose 
that  order,  for  the  reason  that  while  we  expend 
money  in  widening  and  laying  out  streets  which 
seem  to  be  out  of  the  way  01    everybody,  and  on 


the  road  to  nowhere,  and  are  of  interest  to  no  one 
excei)t  to  those  living  in  their  immediate  vicinitv 
—one  street  of  that  kind  has  been  extended  in 
South  Boston  ;  Hawley  street  was  extended  at  an 
expe;ise  of  .9150,000,  Lindall  street  at  .$150,000  or 
$180,000,  and  I  think  we  have  expended  in  all 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  in  widening 
streets  that  could  not  be  called  main 
thoroughfares— we  have  not  a  smglt  avenue 
running  from  the  east  to  the  west  side 
of  the  city.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the 
exjiLination  of  the  gentleman  from  Wara  13,  and 
I  think  he  has  given  very  good  reasons  whv  this 
im|)rovement  should  be  made.  But  I  should  be 
inclined  to  oppose  another  expenditure  of  thirty, 
forty,  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  an  improve- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  those  living  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  until  we  could  bring  our 
minds  up  to  laying  out  an  avenue  from  the  east  to 
tne  west  side  of  the  city. 

The  order  from  the  committee  was  passed  and 
the  resolve  and  order  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Order  requesting  the  committee  on  nomination 
of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  tonomitiate  a  can- 
didate to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  board  of  said  trus- 
tees occasioned  by  the  death  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes. 
Read  twice  and  jjassed. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Leg- 
islature for  authority  to  ra'ise  the  buildings  on  the 
territory  bounded  by  Washington  street,  Harrison 
avenue,  Maiden  and  East  Canton  streets,  to  a 
grade  of  at  least  sixteen  feet  abtve  mean  low- 
water,  as  in  said  order  set  forth. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  War<l  10— I  move  that  this  order 
be  referred  to  the  Coinmi*.tee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters. I  do  not  make  this  motion  to  secure  delay  or 
because  1  oppose  the  passage  of  the  order,  but  "be- 
cause I  take  it  that  in  all  eases  where  svicli  legis- 
lative action  is  contemplated,  it  is  proper  that  the 
subject  should  be  considered  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  I  un- 
derstand there 'S  some  difference  of  opinion  among 
property  owners  in  this  district  as  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  raising  the  grade,  and  more  particulaiiv  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  done.  There- 
fore, seeing  no  necessity  for  haste,  as  the  Legis- 
lature will  not  be  in  session  for  three  or  four 
months,  I  think  it  best  to  refer  this  and  any  other 
similar  order  to  the  jjroper  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  is  best  to  be  done,  and  what  kind  of  an 
act  it  will  be  best  to  ask  for. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters,  and  was  send  down  for  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  directing  the  City  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
sum  of  $4540.121/2 >  with  interest  from  Jan.  9,1874, 
being  the  assessment  for  tide  water  displaced  by 
the  construction  of  a  street  in  Prison  Point  Bay. 
The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and  laid 
over.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  1,  the  rule  was  suspended  ami  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.  Mr.  Pease  stated 
that  the  r^ty  had  been  paying  interest  on  this 
matter  since  last  Januarv,  anci  the  sooner  it  was 
settled  the  better. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordi- 
nance relating  to  printing,  and  the  custody  of  the 
city  documents 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  move  to  amend  this 
ordinance  by^triking  out  the  clause,  "provided, 
however,  that  none  of  said  publications  shall  be 
sold  unless  specinl  authority  Is  given  by  the  City 
Council."  The  reason  why  i  think  it  is  "advisable 
to  make  that  change  in  the  ordinance  I  will  en- 
deavor to  state.  The  matter  of  this  oruii  anee.  or 
the  suggestion  of  it,  came  from  the  Committee  0:1 
Printing,  and  the  matter  which  sjie -inllv  raised 
the  question  was  in  relation  to  the  volume  of  the 
city  ordinances,  which  is  an  expensive  book.  The 
city  messenger  consulted  us  as  to  the  rule  he 
should  follow  in  giving  away  copies,  as  there 
were  a  great  many'  applicants^  It  seemed  to  us 
that  there  was  hardly  any  restriction  tj  be 
placed  upon  them.  We  have  got  to  give  them  to 
all  citizens  who  apply,  or  else  give  them  only  to 
members  of  the  City  Government.  It  is  a  valu- 
able and  expensive  book  anil  to  me  it  seemed 
hardly  desiral)le  to  give  it  to  everybody  -who  a-ked 
for  it.  It  seemed  desirable  to  sell  it  at  "an  approxi- 
mate cost  to  all  who  are  willing  to  pay  for  it.  and 
S1.50  is  about  the  cost  of  the  book.  A  "great  nian\ . 
jieople  not  citizens  of  Boston— perhaps  lawyers-^ 
desire  it,  who  wonM  a  great  deal  rather  1  iiy  one 
th  in  go  about  begging  for  it.  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  such  a  provision  ought  to  be  made,  so  that 
persons   may   pay   the   $1.50  without  being  be- 
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holtten  to  any  one  or  asking  favors  of  any- 
body, while  we  should  not  tie  giving  away  an 
expensive  book  to  every  one  that  asked  for  it. 
When  we  came  to  look  into  the  matter,  we 
found  that  nobody  had  charge  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  those  documents,  and  it  seemed 
desirable  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
should  have  it,  and  therefore  we  ofEered  an 
order  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  report 
an  ordinance  providing  for  that  matter.  The  or- 
dinance as  it  comes  back  to  us  has  inserted  in  it  a 
provision  jsrohibiting  the  sale  of  those  books.  It 
was  in  order  that  it  might  be  made  practicable  to 
sell  them  that  the  matter  was  started  at  first.  Al- 
though it  is  not  a  very  important  matter,  hardly 
worth  talking  about  anyway,  it  seemed  to  me  that 
the  whole  original  object  of  the  ordinance  will  be 
lost  if  this  clause  remains  in  it.  As  it  stands  now 
no  books  can  be  sold  without  an  order  of  the 
Citj'  Council.  An  order  remains  in  effect  only 
during  the  year  it  is  passed;  if  you  jiass  one  this 
year,  allowing  the  books  to  be  sold,  thf  City 
Council  w'U  have  to  do  so  again  every  January, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Council  does  not  want 
an  infinity  of  little  matters  like  this  to  attend  to, 
but  that  it  had  better  be  left  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  An  ordinance  is  permanent,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  desirable  that  some  per- 
manent provision  of  this  kind  should  be  made,  to 
sell  these  books  to  any  one  who  desires  them.  This 
amendment,  I  believe,  will  accomplish  that  thing, 
and  therefore  1  make  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
clause  prohibiting  the  sale  of  documents. 

Mr.  Flynii  of  Ward  7 — I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man why  that  idea  was  not  incorporated  into  the 
ordinance  if  it  was  the  opiaion  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  speak  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  who  desired  to  have  power  to  sell,  and 
were  unanimous  iu  that  opinion.  It  is  the  Com- 
ruittee  on  Ordinances  who  originated  and  put  iu 
this  clause  prohibiting  the  sale. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  hope  no  such  motion 
will  prevail.  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman,  because  earlier  in  the 
year  than  this  he  proposetl  that  no  member  of 
the  City  Government  should  receive  even  a 
Municipal  Register  without  paying  for  it.  Have 
we  come  to  this,  Mr.  President?  Has  the  city 
of  Bostoii  arrived  at  the  point  that  its  Mu- 
nicipal Register  must  be  bought  and  paid  for 
by  the  members  of  the  City  Government? — 
that  I,  sir,  in  my  retirement  to  my  home, 
wherever  it  may  be,  must  come  up  here  and  ask 
the  City  Government  to  sell  me  a  Municipal  Reg- 
ister that  I  may  know  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
City  Government,  if  I  am  not  familiar  with  them 
at  the  present  time  ?  It  is  too  small,  too  young  a 
project  for  the  City  Government  to  ei.tei'tain.  I 
have  heard  of  it  beifore.  When  I  applied  to  the 
young  man  who  has  the  honor  to  be  the  City  jMes- 
senger,  and  has  had  charge  of  the  documents,  for 
a  copy  of  the  Municipal  Register  to  take  into  re- 
tirement with  me— ignorant  as  I  am  of  parlia- 
mentary practice,  or  what  is  sometimes  called 
parliamentai'y  law  — and  there  study  it,  I,  sir, 
was  refused'  a  copy  of  that  document.  And, 
why,  sir?  Because  he  said  he  had  been 
informed  and  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
I'rinting  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  give  any 
member  of  tne  City  Government  a  copy  of  the 
Municipal  Register  without  paying  for  it.  I  felt 
ashamed  of  this  City  Government,  that  I  was  re- 
fused a  copy  of  this  document;  that  I,  a  member 
of  this  Council,  should  be  refused  this  document, 
which  should  be  open  to  the  public  at  all  times. 
I  was  so  lefuse '..  I  afterwards  learned  that  cer- 
tain members  of  the  City  Government  who  had 
never  been  here  before,  had  come  u])  heve  with 
ideas  against  such  rub  s  as  the  City  Govern- 
ment had  heretofore  established  and  which 
those  gentlemen  were  bound  to  break  down. 
I  think  I  am  right.  The  motion  is  to  strike 
out  the  following  clause  from  the  ordinance : 
"Provided,  however,  that  none  of  said  publi- 
cations shall  be  sold  unless  special  authority 
is  given  by  the  City  Council."  I  may  not  be  right. 
I  an i vert  iiere  late'this  evening,  having  been  de- 
tained on  city  business,  and  1  may  not  perfectly 
understand  the  p'-inciple  of  the  gentleman's  mo- 
tion. But  if  I  do  understand  it,  it  is  that  the  City 
Messenger  may  not  be  allowed  to  distribute  the 
city  documents  to  such  parties  as  in  his  judgment 
are  entitled  to  them,  free  as  air,  without  cose  and 
without  jiricf.  I  hope  that  no  gentleman,  not 
even  my  worthy  friend  from  the  Sixth  Ward,  will 
insist  upon  any  such  proposal  as  this.  The  city 
documents  should  be  free  as  air  to  every  man 
and    womau    of     the     city     of     Boston— I     in- 


clude women,  sir  —  all  should  be  entitled 
to  the  public  documents,  especially  the 
City  Register,  that  they  may  knovv  what 
are  their  rights  and  prerogatives  as  citizens.  I 
should  hope,  sir,  that  no  limit  will  be  placed  upon 
the  distribution  of  this  document.  AVhy,  sir,  look 
at  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  No  citizen 
can  apply  tc  the  sergeant  at  arms  at  the  State 
House  for  a  copy  of  the  general  laws  of  this 
State,  passed  at  each  session,  but  he  is  pre- 
sented with  a  copy  free,  and  large  numbers  of 
those  documents  are  sent  to  the  city  of  Boston 
to  be  distributed  freely  to  the  people  from  the 
police  stations.  Should  it  not  be  that  the  docu- 
ment, containing  the  laws  which  control  us, 
should  be  circulated  without  money  and 
price,  that  our  constituents — those  who  sent 
us  here — should  know  the  rules  which  gov- 
ern us,  and  by  which  they  must  be 
governed  in  presenting  their  petitions  to  this 
(iovernme'>it,  I  should  tope,  sir,  that  no  such  re- 
strictions will  be  allowed,  but  that  the  rule  so  well 
carried  out  by  the  City  Messenger,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  will  be  con- 
tinued, and  no  sale  of  documents  allowed.  Does 
not  the  gentleman  know  that  if  the  great  law 
publishers.  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  want  1 3  sell  this 
document  to  the  lawyers  of  this  city,  let  them  get 
up  an  edition  for  the  purpose  and  "sell  it  to  them. 
But  under  no  consideiation  let  the  City  Govern- 
ment sell  it  to  the  people  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  geiitleman  began 
with  a  most  astounding  misrepresentation  of 
what  I  desire.  It  never  was  in  my  dreams  that 
there  should  be  a  charge  made  to  members  of  this 
Government  for  documents.  I  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  He  may  study  the  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  body,  but  he  will  never 
find  any  such  statement  made  by  me,  nor  have  I 
ever  made  any  buch  statement  'anywhere  else. 
The  gentleman  desires  to  have  the  documents 
given  to  every  man  and  womau  in  Boston.  It  is 
for  the  Council  to  decide  whether  it  is  <le.sirable  to 
give  them  to  every  man  and  woman  in  the  city. 
My  friend  refers  to  the  custom  of  the  State.  The 
copies  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  are 
not  given  to  every  man  and  woman.  A  copj'  is 
given  to  each  town  and  public  office,  but  not  to 
each  citizen.  Even  the  gentleman  himself  could 
hardly  get  one. 

Mr.  Sliaw  of  Ward  5 — Go  on.    You  are  wrong. 

Mr.  Ciocker  of  Ward  6— He  may  have  got  one, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  h.  s  a  better  faculty 
than  most  of  us  for  getting  things  without  paying 
for  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  rising  to  a  question  of  order,  the 
President  stated  to  the  preceding  sjieaker  that 
personal  remarks  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker— Even  if  we  did  give  them  to  every 
citizen  of  Boston,  there  are  gentlemen  out  of  the 
city  who  want  them.  If  they  want  them,  and  are 
willing  to  pay  a  reasonable  price  for  them,  we 
shovild  enable  them  to  get  them;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  should  not  scatter  them 
around  broadcast  among  those  who  merely 
want  them  for  waste  paper.  The  Laws 
and  Ordinances  is  an  expensive  book,  and  we 
ought  to  do  this  as  a  reasonable  measure  of  econ- 
omy, while  we  give  it  to  members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. There  should  be  that  distinction  made. 
Even  were  I  so  idiotic  as  to  think  they  should  be 
sold  to  members  of  the  City  Government,  I  am 
only  one  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  though  I 
suppose  that,  according  to  the  gentleman's  style 
of  arithmetic— he  claims  that  one  is  a  majority  of 
three,  and  I  suppose  that  one  is  a  majoritv  of  five 
also- -I  could  vote  the  others  down.  But'l  i.ever 
entertained  such  a  proposition.  My  desire  is  to 
provide  some  measure  that  those  who  want  the 
book  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  it  may  have  the 
privilege  of  doing  so  at  an  approximate  estimate 
of  the  cost,  and  without  profit  to  the  citv. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  desiie  to  replv  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6.  If  he  will  show  a  single 
instance,  sir— I  challenge  him  here  to  do  it,  it  is 
his  own  language— rhow  me  a  single  instance,  I 
ciiallenge  him  to  show  when  and  wiiere  I  have 
oT)tained  that  which  I  do  not  piy  for.  Here  i  -  his 
language,  I  took  it  down.  He  says,  "The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  is  in  the  habit  of  taking  things 
he  don't  pay  for."  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Presi  lent, 
I  challenge  him  to  show  it!  upon  hoi.orable  and 
equitable  grounds  I  challeii'.:e  him,  sir.  He  may 
reside  in  Ward  C.  and  get  up  here  and  shake  his 
idiosyncratic  h'\iil.  He  know-  it  is  false,  that  it 
is  a  lie,  and  I  challenge  him  to  show  it.  I 
am  a  man,  sir,  and  I  stand  upon  my 
m.mhood;    and    when    he    charges   me    person- 
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ally  with  such  conduct,  1  will  ^el)l^  to  him,  with 
all  the  vigor  of  my  manhood,  with  all  the  right 
and  prerofiative  of  a  member  for  the  district 
which  I  represent.  I  care  not,  sii,for  him,  for 
those  who  came  before  him,  or  for  those  who  shall 
conje  after  him.  I  am  his  peer.  I  honor  him  as  a 
man,  but  1  despise  him  for  getting  up  and  charg- 
ing me  personally  with  things  that  he  knows  he 
cannot  jjrove.  l'  speak  witli  the  warmth  of  an 
honest  man,  and  from  the  convictions  of  an  hon- 
est manhood,  and  from  the  integrity  of  au  honest 
nature.  1  ])oint  to  him  with  the  finger  of  scorn 
for  such  conduct,  but  I  honor  him  as  a  member  of 
this  Council.  Let  him  dare  to  jepeat  what  he  has 
said,  and  I  will  meet  bim  on  his  own  ground  any- 
where. The  aristocracy  of  Ward  6  cannot  beat 
the  democracy  of  Ward  5.  I  stand  on  the  man- 
hood of  democracy  and  not  on  the  aristocracy  of 
Ward  6.  Mr.  President,  1  ask  you  and  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  to  excuse  the  warmth  with 
which  I  have  expressed  myself.  The  language  I 
use  is  deserved  by  him ;'  his  language  is  con- 
temptible. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  believe  I  was  called  to  order  for 
being  personal. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  speaking  upon  the  general 
principles  of  humanity  and  manhood.  Let  the 
gentleman  interupt  me  if  he  chooses.  You,  sir, 
Mr.  I'resident,  know  the  rules  of  this  body.  I 
know  them  and  am  no  novice.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  may  think  he  can  browbeat  me.  Let 
him  undertake  it,  either  by  his  logic  or  his  legal 
lore,  and  with  his  prejudices  against  me.  Let  him 
show  it  here  on  this  floor  as  he  has  f  ho wu  it  be- 
fore, (ioii  knows  I  have  got  integrity  in  my  con- 
science, f.nd  when  he  or  any  other  of  these 
seventy  -  four  members  stands  here  and 
charges  me  in  the  language  which  he  has  used, 
I  have  a  right  to  reply  to  it  with  warmth,  be- 
cause it  comes  from  a  heart  pledged  to  honesty 
and  integrity  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city, 
of  which  I  have  been  a  member  over  foity  years, 
and,  God  help  me,  I  hope  1  may  be  for  twenty 
years  longer.  He  says,  sir — here  is  his  language, 
and  I  will  repeat  it  so  that  no  man  here  can  mis- 
take it,  for  1  took  it  with  pen  and  ink — he  says, 
"The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  in  the  habit  of 
getting  things  without  paying  for  them."  That  is 
It,  sir.  Let  him  again  repeat  it.  Let  him  say  it  in 
the  public  courts  or  anywhere  else.  He  knows  it 
is  not  true,  and  God  knows  it  is  not  true. 
Now,  sir,  what  did  I  say?  I  said  I  had 
been  refused  a  Municipal  Register,  not  the  City 
Ordinances.  When  I  applied  for  a  copy  of  the 
Municipal  Register,  which  I  desired  to  talce  to  my 
home  that  I  might  refresh  my  memory,  which  is 
not  very  distinct,  in  regard  to  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  City  Council,  1  was  refused  by  the  City 
Messenger,  on  account  of  an  order  coming  from 
the  gentlemen  from  Wards  6  and  4,  who  sit  there 
cheek  by  jowl — my  friend  from  Ward  4  who,  let  it 
be  known,  has  co'me  fresh  from  Europe  with  all 
the  parliamentary  law  of  Great  Britain.  They  did 
propose — and  I  challenge  them  to  deny  it^early 
in  the  session  that  documents  should  not  l)e  de- 
livered to  members  or  anybody  else  without 
pay.  I  say  it  is  the  smallest  business 
which  any  committee  or  any  city  government  ever 
undertook  to  entertain  or  promulgate.  There- 
fore I  am  opposed  to  any  such  restriction.  If,  as 
I  said  before,  any  law  publishers  wish  to  issue  an 
edition  of  this  work,  let  them  do  so  on  their  own 
account  and  sell  them  to  the  legal  profession,  who 
will  be  as  glad  to  get  them  for  nothing  as  any 
one  else,  although  they  are  better  able  to  jiay  for 
them  01  account  of  the  large  fees  they  charge 
every  time  they  open  their  books.  But  we,  the 
people,  desire  to  know  and  be  familiar  with  our 
laws  and  our  city  charter.  And  we  mean  to  be, 
sir,  and  when  the  new  charter  is  submitted  to  us, 
we  propose  to  criticise  it,  and  if  it  is  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  people  we  will  agree  to  it ;  but  if  it 
is  encumbered  by  such  aristocratic  ideas  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  proposes  to  incorporate 
into  it,  it  will  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
and  we  shall  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— The  ground  taken  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  that  members  of  the 
City  Council  should  have  any  number  which  they 
desire  of  copies  of  the  documents  printed  by  the 
city,  seems  to  be  entirely  just  and  proper,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  coincided  in  by  every  member  of 
the  Council.  But  I  do  not  hear  any  definite  argu- 
ment against  the  principle  that  when  people  out- 
side want  copies  of  city  documents  there  should 
be  a  reasonable  price  charged.  Certainly,  if  the 
doctrine  of  my  friend  from  Ward  5  is  accepted  in 
Its  length  and  breadth,  there  would  be  plenty  of 


people  in  Boston  who  would  apply  for  500  copies 
of  this  valuable  book  and  sell  thein  for  waste  pa- 
per the  next  day. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  gentleman  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  interrupting — but  I  excepted  the 
Laws  and  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Peabody— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
I  gathered  from  his  remarks  that  any  person 
applying  for  a  city  document  should  have  it. 
What  I  wish  to  maintnin  is  that,  after  members 
of  the  City  Government  have  been  supplied  with 
a  reasonable  number  of  documents  and  papers, 
then,  if  other  people  want  them,  there  should  be  a 
means  of  selling  them,  and  if  we  put  a  clause  in 
the  ordinance  making  it  difficult  to  make  such 
sales,  it  will  stand  in  the  way  of  a  just  and  reason- 
able conduct  of  the  printing  business  of  the  city. 
Therefore  it  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  judicious  to 
accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  trom 
Ward  6,  and  leave  it  open  for  inhabitants  of  the 
city  who  wish  to  pay  a  reasonable  price  for  the 
book,  and  to  the  committee  lo  say  what  such  a 
reasonable  rate  shall  be. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  am  surprised  at  the 
storm  of  indignation  which  followed  a  playful  re- 
mark of  mine.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  chal- 
lenges me  for  saying  that  he  got  things  without 
paying  for  them.  If  he  will  recollect,  I  said  the 
State  did  not  give  away  the  Revised  Statutes,  and 
he  said  he  had  got  them  for  nothing.  There  is  a 
case  where  he  got  one  thing  without  paying  for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  understood  him  to  say  so,  and  it 
would  not  be  strange  if  he  had  got  one.  From 
the  storm  that  has  been  raised  by  an  innocent  re- 
mark of  mine,  1  should  judge  "that  the  remark 
must  have  touched  him  in  a  tender  spot. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  never  said  I  got  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  went  yes- 
terday and  obtained  a  Blue  Book,  but  never  did  I 
fet  the  General  Statutes  without  paying  for  them, 
hey  are  not  for  sale,  sir,  by  the  State.  The  gen- 
tleman ought  to  know— and  he  would,  if  he  was 
posted— that  they  are  for  sale  by  Wright  &  Pot- 
ter, the  State  printers,  and  even  if  my  worthy 
friend  would  descend  from  his  high  prerogative, 
and  from  his  position  as  high  as  the  State  House, 
and  ask  the  sergeant-at-arms  for  a  Blue  Book,  he 
would  obtain  it  without  money  and  without  price. 
The  Blue  Book  is  one  thing,  and  the  General  Stat- 
utes another.  I  never  had  a  copy  of  the  General 
Statutes  without  paying  for  it,  but  the  Blue  Book 
is  free  for  people  who  wiU  take  the  trouble  and 
are  not  too  lazy  to  go  and  get  it. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — 1  move  that  the  whole 
subject  be  "laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  wish  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee. When  the  matter  first  came  up 
the  intention  of  the  committee  was  that 
in  the  distribution  of  such  documents  as 
the  Laws  and  Ordinances — and  perhaps  also 
they  included  the  City  Register— there  should  be 
the  same  discretion  exercised  in  regard  to  giving 
away  further  copies,  as  has  been  the  custom — or 
course  a  copy  being  given  to  each  member  of  the 
City  Government.  I  think  it  had  been  the  custom 
to  give  away  the  copies  upon  the  discretion  of  the 
City  Messenger,  but  more  frequently  by  applica- 
tion to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
and  of  course  the  Mayor  frequently  desires  copies 
and  there  would  of  course  be  no  question,  under 
any  order  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  in  regard 
to  the  disposal  of  the  book,  when  the  Mayor  or 
members  of  the  City  Government  wish  copies  of 
any  book ;  but  there  should  be  the  same  discre- 
tion as  at  any  other  time.  The  committee  thought 
there  should  be  some  discretion  exercised  in  re- 
gard to  those  who  have  no  claim  upon  the  books. 
The  matter  came  up  in  this  way.  A  lawyer  came 
to  me  and  wanted  a  copy  of  the  Ordinances.  In 
looking  up  the  matter  I  found  the  only  way  was 
for  me  to  come  here,  beg  a  copy  and  "give  it  to 
him.  He  had  no  claim  upon  it  whatever,  and  he 
was  willing  to  pay  for  it ;  but  there  was  no  way 
in  which  he  could  buy  it.  The  same  thing  has 
happened  to  me  in  the  past.  I  could  not  get 
a  copy  without  coming  to  some  member  of  the 
City  Government  and  begging  for  it.  It  seems  to 
me  there  should  be  some  way  for  parties  to  get 
these  books  witnout  going  to  members  of  the  City 
Government  and  begging  for  them.  Certainly  no 
one  believes  more  firmly  than  I  j^do  that  the  ordi- 
nary city  documents  should  be  spread  broadcast 
among  the  people,  and  any  way  ^ve  can  get  them 
to  read  the  doings  of  the  city  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1   believe  this  matter  has 
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heretofore  been  fixed  by  the  committee  by  leaving 
a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  Ordinances  to  be 
sold  at  a  nominal  price,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
it  cannot  be  done  now. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — I  intended  to  say  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  just  reniarked. 
It  was  formerly  done  so,  and  I  think  Little,  Brown 
&  Co.  were  authorized  to  sell  them.  That  was  pre- 
cisely what  the  committee  wanted  to  do,  that  par- 
ties who  had  no  particular  claim  to  them  might 
buy  them.  I  think  the  committee  will  have  that 
power  if  the  ordmance  is  amended  as  proposed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Oocker  was 
adopted,  and  the  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  —  Is  not  the  ordinance 
obliged  to  lie  over  one  week? 

The  President — The  forty-seventh  rule  provides 
that  "no  ordinance,  order  or  resolution  imposing 
penalties,  or  authorizing  the  expenditure  of 
money,"  shall  have  more  than  one  reading  on  the 
same  day.  The  same  rule  apnlies  to  ordinances 
imposing  no  penalty  as  to  orders  requiring  no  ex- 
penditure of  money. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  then  passed  in 
non-concurrence,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  additional  shed  and  store 
room  to  be  provided  at  the  South  and  West  citv 
stables,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,000.  Passed,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  transfers  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  as  follows:  Bennett  Grammar  Schoolhouse, 
Brighton,  $27,700;  grammar  schoolhouse,  Ward  15, 
$4400;  Cottage-place  Schoolhouse  site,  $2000; 
Common,  etc.,  $700.  Passed  in  concurrence — yeas 
51,  nays  1— Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10  voting  nay. 

Order  authorizing  $4400  additional  to  be  expend- 
ed for  grading  and  paving  the  yard  of  the  Lowell 
Schoolhouse,  Ward  15,  and  completing  a  flight  of  . 
stone  steps. 

Order  authorizing  $27,700  adjlitional  to  be  ex- 
pended to  meet  the  unpaid  bills  on  the  Bennett 
Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  and  to  complete  and  fur- 
nish the  building. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $2000  additional,  for  purchase  of  land  on 
corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  streets,  as  a  site  for 
a  primary  schoolhouse. 

Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
appointing,  subject  to  the  approval  and  confirma- 
tion ox  the  City  Council,  Oliver  L.  Shaw  as  Inspect- 
or of  Buildings  for  the  term  of  three  years  from 
the  expiration  of  his  i)resent  term  of  service,  Sept. 
28, 1874.  The  nomination  was  approved  and  con- 
firmed on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Mary 
Thompson,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  South  street.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Petition  of  Stephen  H.  Tarbell,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on  Albany  street, 
between  Newton  and  Stoughton  streets.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

Petition  of  Mercantile  Savings  Institution  et  al., 
for  the  widening  of  Avery  street  to  forty  feet 
width.    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

REPORTS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Company  A.,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry — Re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
armory  occupied  by  Company  A.,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  3  West  Concord 
street ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  same  commit- 
tee^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
Armory  Building,  owned  by  the  city,  at  the  corner 
of  Gibson  street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  and  now 
occupied  by  Co.  I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
M.  V.  M. ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri  - 
ation  for  Armories. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
armory  building,  owned  by  the  city,  en  the  corner 
of  Bremen  and  Maverick  streets,  and  occupied  by 
Company  B,  First  Regiment,  and  Company  H, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M. ;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
armory  of  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infan- 
try, M.  V.  M.,  at  577  Washington  street;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Aimories. 

The  orders  having  been  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  Davis  said,  "As  the  several  orders  read 
are  introduced  on  applications  presented  by  the 
companies  to  the  committee  before  the  summer 
vacation,  and  as  the  committee  deem  it  proper 
to  go  to  work  immediately  on  the  repairs,  I 
respectfully  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that  the 
orclers  may  take  their  second  reading  tonight." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Has  it  not  been  stated  to 
the  Council  that  the  appropriation  for  armories 
has  been  used  up  ?  I  would  i  iquire  of  some  mem- 
ber of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— Tt  has  not  been  so  stated 
to  my  knowledge,  and  if  it  has  there  is  an  error 
somewhere.  I  do  not  think  one-half  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories  has  been  exisended  as  yet. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  War^l  5^1  only  asked  because  land 
others  understood  that  such  a  statement  had  been 
made. 

The  rule  was  suspended— 42  for,  2  against— and 
the  several  orders  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed— yeas  44,  nays  1— Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
voting  nay. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred. the  petition  of 
Samuel  Little  et  al.,  for  the  extension  of  the 
building  limits — Report  recommending  that  said 
petition  be  referred  to  the  I'ommittee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Accepted  and  ref- 
erence ordered. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — 
Report  lecommending  the  passage  of  accompany- 
ing order  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  permit  to 
the  Whittier  Machine  Comi)any  to  erect  wooden 
building  on  corner  of  Hampshire  and  Culvert 
streets,  according  to  an  application  on  file  in  De- 
partment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings.   The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

TITLE  TO  CITY  PROPERTY  IN  WARD  19. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  and  he  here- 
by is  directed  to  cause  examinations  of  the  titles 
to  all  real  estate  formerly  the  property  of  the  town 
of  Brighton  and  now  in  possession  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  records  of  Middlesex  County,  to 
ascertain  whether  any  such  property  is  now  or 
has  been  under  attachment  since  the  annexation 
of  Brighton  to  Boston,  and  whether  such  titles  are 
incumbered  in  any  way,  and  to  report  the  facts  to 
the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw — It  is  projjer,  sir,  and  is  my  custom,  in 
introducing  an  order,  to  give  my  reasons  for  it. 
At  the  last  meeting  I  stated  that  which  I  believed 
to  be  true  and  now  believe  to  be  true — that  cer- 
tain property  in  possession  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  believed  to  be  held  under  a  good  title,  is  un- 
der attachment.  Hence  no  gootl  title  holds.  I 
noticed  when  I  introduced  that  order  that  it  re- 
ceived the  sneers  of  some  members  of  the  City 
Government,  as  was  the  case  when  I  first  intro- 
duced the  subject — but  not  from  my  friends  from 
the  Brighton  District.  Some  six  or  eight  months 
ago  I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  that  question — 
which  was  entirely  new  to  my  friends  from 
the  Brighton  District— that  the  Wilson's  Hotel 
property  was  under  attachment  for  $100,000,  and 
hence  the  city  could  have  no  good  title  to  it,  and 
for  two  or  three  months  I  received  the  sneers  from 
peri- ons  around  City  Hall.  But  I  investigated  the 
subject  on  my  own  accoant,  examined  the  records 
and  found  that  I  was  entirely  correct ;  that  the 
property  was  under  attachment,  and  within  a  few 
days  from  the  time  of  that  statement  that  attach- 
ment was  released,  not,  sir,  by  the  attaching  cred- 
itor or  by  his  authority,  but  by  his  attorney,  with- 
out his  authority.  I  doubted  then,  sir,  whether 
that  release  would  hold  in  court,  and  stated  that 
I  had  received  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  Court  street  that  tne  court  would  not  en- 
tertaiu  the  idea  of  that  release,  and  after  one  week's 
consultation  I  come  here  with  a  new  order  on  the 
subject,  introduced  by  me  at  the  last  meeting,  in 
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relation  to  the  Bennett  Sclioolhouse— that  that 
property  and  the  land  ou  which  the  enuine  house 
staiuls,  are  under  attaehuient.  1  said  then  that  it 
was  the  duty  and  the  ))rerogative  of  some  member 
of  the  City  (iovernment  to  investigate  that  sub- 
ject and  tind  out  whether  that  proposition  was 
correct.  1  have  it  from  the  mouth  of  that  attach- 
ing creditor  that  that  attachment  still  stands,  and 
hence,  sir,  you  and  every  other  good  lawyer  will 
say  that  such  a  title  will  not  stand.  1  introduced 
that  order  as  the  only  legimate  way  I  can  reach  the 
question,  standing  here  as  I  do,  a  representa- 
tive of  the  city  of  Boston.  Coming  from  award 
which  pays  the  largest  tax  of  any  ward  in  this 
city,  1  stand  here  in  my  place  an<l  demand  an  in- 
vestigation iDto  that  subject,  and  am  informed 
that  the  honorable  representatives  in  this  council 
from  the  Niuei-eenth  Ward  desire  such  an  exami- 
nation. I  have  made  bold  to  bring  that  ortler 
here,  but  I  believe  It  to  be  right;  I  Ijelievc  that 
every  gentleman  elected  here  is  bound  by  his  oath 
to  protect  the  city's  rights,  if  by  any  smug- 
gling or  jugglery  the  city  has  got  property 
which  was  not  held  by  a  proi)er  title,  and  the 
sooner  that  fact  is  known  to  the  taxpayers 
and  city  authorities  the  better.  I  have  given  this 
order,  that  a  thorough  investigation  .-hall  be 
made.  Now,  sir,  suppose  the  parties  deeding 
that  property  to  the  city  of  Boston  should  die  in- 
solvent, what  benefit  would  their  warranty  deed 
be  to  the  city  of  Boston?  Is  public  Inisiness  to  be 
passed  upon  in  that  way?  Are  we  to  sit  here  in 
our  seats  as  dummies?  Are  we  to  listen  to  these 
little  matters,  which  we  know  are  done  by  fraud 
and  bad  nianagemeiit,  with  comiiosure?  I  think 
not,  sir,  and  if  1  stand  alone  and  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  this  order  I  shall  do  so.  But  I  believe, 
sir,  that  the  honor  of  every  meiiiber  of  the  City 
Council  is  pledged  to  make"  this  investigation.  I 
do  this  because  I  oelieve  it  to  be  my  duty,  and 
because  I  have  no  interest  at  stake  but  that  "of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  my  constituents  who  sent  me 
here.  I  stand  by  the  principle  that  I  have  initi- 
ated. I  am  plain  spoken  and  may  have  made  mis- 
takes; no  one  will  be  more  ready'  to  acknowledge 
a  mistake  when  one  is  pointed  out  to  me. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0 — I  hope  the  gentleman's 
order  will  be  passed,  but  I  rise  to  protest  against 
the  repeated  self-glorification  that  the  gentleman 
has  made  about  that  attachment  on  Wilson's  Ho- 
tel. We  have  had  it  over  live  or  six  times,  and  I 
believe  the  Council  is  tired  of  the  subject.  I  think, 
also,  the  gentleman  makes  a  mistake  for  taking 
a  glory  to  himself  in  that  matter.  I  wUl  say  to 
him  that  so  far  as  I  can  judge  of  the  universally 
expressed  opinion  of  members  of  this  Council, 
they  do  not  believe  he  knew  about  that  attach- 
ment when  he  tirst  brought  the  matter  up,  but 
that  he  accidentally  stumbled  upon  it  afterwards. 
I  have  heard  many  gentlemen  express  that  opin- 
ion, and  I  state  "it  for  the  gentleman's  infor- 
mation, and  indeed  that  is  the  most  charitable 
construction  which  can  be  put  upon  the  matter. 
If  the  gentleman  from  AN'ard  5  knew  of  that 
attachment,  was  it  proper  that  he  should  keep 
the  matter  secret  for  weeks  or  months?  Should 
he  not  have  given  notice  to  the  projjer  city 
officials?  What  would  we  expect  of  a  gentleman 
who  had  the  city's  interest  in  view?  Would  he 
not  have  given  noticp  and  let  the  city  protect  it- 
self, and  not  wait  for  weeks  or  months  until  the 
attachment  was  substantially  ilischarged?  I  think 
we  have  heard  quite  enough  of  that  matter.  As  to 
this  order,  if  anybody  thinks  there  is  an  attach- 
ment on  any  of  the  city  property,  I  hope  it  \friU  be 
looked  after. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  lielieve,  sir.  that 
there  is  another  gentleman  in  the  Council  who 
would  have  had  the  effrontery  to  stand  up  here  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  c"  ha-'  done.  Does  he 
do  1*^  in  opposition  to  me?  Is  that  it?  Let  him 
show  some  reason  for  it.  Le"  hiin  show  an  idea 
that  he  has  advanced  in  this  Council.  Why,  sir, 
he  cannot  conceive  of  such  an  idea.  "Stniiibled 
on  it!"  l>id  he  ever  stumble  on  an  idea?  If  he  did 
it  is  news  to  this  Council.  Thank  (iod,  we  wish  he 
could.  He  sayt;  he  want*  to  give  me  infoiniation. 
I  am  always  willing  to  receive  information,  even 
from  him,  unable  as  he  is  to  give  it.  He  expects  me 
to  do  this,  that  and  the  other.  I  never  went  to 
him  for  advice.  He  is  the  last  man  in  creation  to 
go  to  for  advice,  especially  when  he  gets  up  here 
and  attempts  to  work  against  an  idea  I  have  ad- 
vanced, and  yet  he  believing  and  hoping  that  the 
order  will  pass,  iself  gloiitieation  !  Well,  I  hope 
he  will  take  it  home  with  him  and  lay  it  upon  his 
pillow  tonight,  and  thank  God  that  he  has  got  a 
chance  for  self  glorification  in  his  opposition  to 


me.  And  after  he  reads  Blackstone  and  Coke, 
I  hope  he  wUl  be  able  to  come  here  and  ad- 
vance an  idea  as  large  as  his  finger  nail. 
He  h.as  not  advanced  one  to  my  knowledge. 
But,  sir,  when  I  rise  here  and  offer  an  or- 
der which  the  people  of  his  ward  will  appreciate, 
hundreds  of  people  will  thank  (Jod  that  they 
have  a  man  here  bold  enough  to  proclaim  this 
thing,  nobody  will  go  to  him  to  proclaim  any- 
thing, for  he  has  not  the  courage  to  advance  an 
idea.  He  simply  comes  here  to  oppose  that 
project,  and  1  have  a  good  idea  to  call  for  the  yeas 
ami  nays  on  the  question,  and  see  whether"  my 
liiend  from  Ward  6  will  say  yes  or  no  upon  this 
order,  which  he  says  he  believes  in.  I  had  my 
reasons,  sir,  for  waiting,  and  he  ijuestions  my  lum"- 
esty.  1  do  not  go  off  half  cocked  ss  he  does.  I 
reliected,  examined  the  records  at  the  city's  ex- 
jjense.  I  had  two  assessors  examine  the  records. 
I  took  it  to  the  City  Auditor,  the  City  Treasurer, 
Superintendent  of  Bublic  Buildings."  I  took  the 
counsel  of  men  who  knew  more  than  I  did,  and 
more  than  he  will  if  he  lives  hundreds  of  years, 
if  he  goes  on  shutting  off  ideas  from  men 
who  have  them  and  are  willing  to  advance 
them.  I  was  not  educated  in  a  lawyer's  office 
in  Court  street,  but  I  know  the  rules  of  com- 
mon sense  and  decency  and  propriety,  and  I 
understand  his  slander  upon  me  about  not  paying 
for  what  I  receive.  His  slang  and  slander  can  go 
for  naught.  I  desire,  sir,  i;ot  that  my  examina- 
tion of  tne  records  which  I  have  made  in  company 
with  others  shall  be  taken,  but  that  the  City  So- 
licitor or  tne  proper  authorities  shall  examine 
those  records  and  find  out  whether  or  not  the 
statements  I  have  made  here  today  are  correct. 
This  is  a  question  which  cannot  be  put  down,  and 
I  am  not  to  be  put  down  by  any  statements  of  his 
when  I  know  I  am  right.  I  say  here,  on  my  honor 
as  a  member  of  the  City  '  Government,  that 
the  land  where  the  Bennett  Schoolhouse 
and  the  engine  house  stands  is  still  under 
attachment,  and  you  would  not  speud  your  money 
for  it  in  that  condition.  I  only  ask  that  the  city- 
may  kno\v  whether  the  foolery  which  is  put  ujjon 
me  belongs  to  me  or  to  thos'e  who  do  not  know 
what  they  are  talking  about. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  move  to  amend  "cy  in- 
serting the  words  "by  such  attachments"  after 
the  word  "encumbered,"  as  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman does  not  wish  the  title  to  the  whole  prop- 
erty which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  city 
from  Brighton  examined. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  have  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment, but  wouUl  suggest  that  there  might  be  other 
property  so  encumbered,  and  if  there  is  the  city 
should  know  it.  I  am  aiming  at  a  certain  point. 
It  is  bu^t  a  little  thing  for  the  City  Solicitor  and 
his  three  or  four  able  and  competent  coadjutors  to 
examine  all  the  titles  of  property  held  by  the  city. 
If  there  is  other  property  encumbered ,  it  should 
be  covered.  But  perhaps  there  is  another  cat  in 
the  meal.    I  have  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Kimball — As  I  carry  the  order  in  mv  mind 
it  embraces  all  the  property  coming  to  tlie  city 
from  the  town  of  Brighton  by  annexation.  I  sup'- 
pose  the  gentleman  d'esires  to  know  what  attach- 
ments were  up.on  the  property  received  from 
Brighton  by  annexation.  My  objection  is  that  an 
examination  of  all  titles  \vould  be  lengthy  and 
perhaps  expensive.  I  thought  that  afterwards  if 
the  gentleman  wanted  a  full  examination  he  could 
introduce  another  order. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

COST  OF  THE  MATHER  SCHOOLHOL'SE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  rise  to  make  a  state- 
meoit.  In  the  Evening  Transcript  of  Sept.  22  there 
is  an  article  which  comes  semi-officially  from  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  School  ("onimittee, 
and  might  give  a  wrong  impression.  In  justice  to 
my  ward  and  the  department  with  whieh  I  am  con- 
nected, I  desire  to  make  a  correction.  The  article 
reads  a-;  follows : 

"The  Mather  building,  on  Meetinghouse  Hill, 
was  built  in  1872,  and  contains  ten  rooms  aud  a 
hall,  etc.  The  cost  for  janitors,  fuel  and  repairs, 
812,615.28. 

Here  is  a  building  erected  by  contract,  in  the 
most  thorough  maimer,  and  in'oneyearaftercom- 
pletion  this  enormous  sum  is  spent  upon  it." 

The  Mather  Schoolhouse  building  was  ere.neil  in 
1873,  )tot  1872,  nothing  having  been  done  in  1S72 
except  a  little  work  on  the  foundation.  Nothing- 
has  been  expended  ou  the  building  since  it  was 
entirely  completed.    Just  after  it  was  opened  it 
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was  decided  to  make  a  chanf^e  and  put  the  water 
closets  inside  the  building.  This  change  cost 
about  $1200.  Then  the  furniture  for  the  school- 
house  cost  $4615.99.  Afterwards  there  was  charged 
to  the  Mather  School  District  about  $2300,  being 
the  expense  of  selling  and  repurchasing  the  old 
Mather  Schoolhouse.  The  balance  of  the  amount 
consists  of  expenditure  for  fuel,  janitors'  pay,  cost 
of  running  the '  old  school,  etc.,  and  is  in  no  part 
an  expense  on  the  new  building. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  widening  School  street  on  the  northerly  side, 
and  to  report  whether  any  additional  legislation 
is  neeeded  to  enable  the  city  to  make  such  widen- 
ing. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

BIGELOW  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  primary 
school  accommodations  for  the  Bigelow  School 
District ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Warren — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  the  order  may  be  passed  tonight.  I  offered 
it  by  request  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bigelow 
School  District.  It  seems  that  there  are  about  a 
hundred  scholars  now  located  in  the  Court  House, 
at  the  corner  of  Fourth  ano  Dorchester  streets, 
and  they  are  very  much  mixed  up  with  the  crim- 
inals there.  It  is  a  bad  place  for  a  school.  They 
have  found  a  place  where  they  can  remove  the 
school.  It  is  in  a  house  adjoining  the  Bigelow 
School,  and  they  also  propose  to  move  the  D-street 
School  there  too,  so  that  the  transfer  will  really 
cause  no  expense  at  all. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  presume  this  subject 
will  bear  a  little  investigation,  and  as  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  such  matters  to  be  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  I  move  it  be 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — There  ought  to  be  no 
time  lost  on  this  matter.  It  is  an  imperative  ne- 
cessity that  this  thing  should  be  attended  to  at 


once.  The  scholars  are  all  mixed  up  with  the 
criminals,  and  it  seems  to  me  there  should  be  no 
delay  whatever. 

Mr.Loring  of  Ward  12— Wnat  would  the  expense 
be? 

Mr.  Warren— As  I  understand  it  there  will  be 
no  expense  whatever.  The  room  they  propose  to 
hire  adjoins  the  Bigelow  School  and  can  be  had 
for  $1800  a  year,  which  is  what  they  pay  for  the 
schoolroom  on  D  street.  This  school  they  propose 
to  move  to  the  other  place. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  impresses  me,  sir, 
as  rather  an  unfortunate  precedent  to  commence 
jr>aking  appropriations  of  money  and  contracting 
for  matieis  to  be  d(me  ifi  any  department  of  this 
Government,  without  its  first  having  been  looked 
into  by  the  proper  committee.  I  should  hope  that 
the  Council  will  not  inaugurate  such  a  career  as 
that. 

Mr.  AVest  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  know,  but  I 
doubt  our  authority  to  do  it  without  areque>t  first 
coming  from  the  School  Committee.  That  is  the 
usual  way,  and  the  matter  is  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  1  cannot  vote 
for  the  passage  of  the  order  before  it  is  properly 
referred. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — This  matter  comes 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bige- 
low District. 

Mr.  West — It  would  be  establishing  a  very  bad 
precedent  to  furnish  a  schoolhouse  simply'on  a 
request  from  the  Chairman  of  a  district  commit- 
tee. They  would  all  be  in  here  for  new  school- 
houses  soon. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

FIRE   ENGINE  IX  FULTON  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  repoit 
and  order  requesting  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings CO  report  expanse  of  hiring  suitable  accom- 
modations for  a  Babcock  Fire  Extinguisher  and 
the  horses  and  men  connected  therewith  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets  were 
taken  from  the  table  ard  recommitted  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Mr.  Crowley 
stated  that  the  motion  to  recommit  was  made  by 
consent  of  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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of  Aldermen, 

1874. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board 

SEPTEMBER    2S, 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECCTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constables— Francis  M.  Adams,  Arthur  F.  An- 
derson, Richard  F.  Andrews,  James  Ball,  John 
R.  Barry,  *PhineaS  Bate.=,  Franci  J.  Baxter, 
*Jacob  T.  Beers  Morrill  F.  Berry,  William  W. 
Blake,  Charles  A.  Booth,  Samuel  Brackett,  Sam- 
uel J.  Bradlee,  Moses  F.  Brown,  jFrancis  V.  Bul- 
flnch,  Charles  Burcham,  twilliam  Burns,  Samuel 
Canning,  Jr.,  Hiram  A.  Campbell,  James  M.Carter, 
Derasius  Clapp,  Lemuel  Clark,  Joseph  D.  Coburn, 
♦Chase  Cole,  William  P.  Cook,  Joel  F.  Cotton, 
Martin  F.  Curley,  tDanielB.  Curti.s,  tWilliaro  G. 
Davie!-,  tHenry  W.  Dickerman,  (West  Rcxbury), 
David  M.  R.  Dow,  Alvin  S.  Drew,  George  G.  Drew, 
John  A.  Duggan,  jJoshua  S.  Duncklee  (Brighton), 
William  E.  Easterbrook,  *George  M.  Felch, 
tThomas  Folger,  tHeiiry  M.  Forristall,  Elijah  D. 
Foss,  William  T.Gardner,  tEben  F.  Gay,  Sarell 
Gleason,  Edward  Glufliug,  James  F.  Goodwin, 
William  Gordon,  ^Dennis  J.  Gorman,  Edward  W. 
Griggs,  Thomas  Hall,  James  G.  Harrington,  John 

C.  Harrington,  {Sylvester  H.  Hebard,  fWilliam 
L.  Hicks,  Joseph  Hubbard,  John  Huston,  Fred- 
erick P.  Ingalls,  Thomas  A.  Jackson,  Isaac 
Jacobs,  Charles  P.  Johnson,  Stephen  P.  Kelley, 
Heni-y  P.  Kennedy,  Frederick  P.  Knapp,  Russell 
R.  Knapp,  John  T.  Lawton,  *Abraham  M.  Leavitt, 
*James  P.  Leeds,  tAudrew  J.  Locke  (Charles- 
town),  William  D.  Martin,  William  H.  McCaus- 
land,  *Henry  McDonald,  Jr.,  +William  H.  Mcin- 
tosh, *Samuel  Mcintosh,  *Edward  F.  Mecuen, 
tBenjamin  Meriam,  Michael  Merrick,  Jr.,  James 
Miskelly,  George  B.  Muuroe,  Jotham  E.  Munroe, 
Samuel  T.  Munroe,  Alonzo  F.  Neale,  tlsaac  F. 
Nelson,  Aaron  F.  Nettleton,  John  B.  O'Biien, 
Isaiah  Paine,  Jr.,  Dav^d  Patterson,  jWOiiam  S. 
Peabody,  tJoseph  Pierce,  George  B.  Proctor,  John 

D.  Reed,  jAugustus  M.  Rice,  Edwin  Rice,  *Han- 
nibal  F.  Ripley,  John  Robie,  William  D.  Rock- 
wood,  John  Rogers,  Franklin  T.  Rose,  Joseph 
Rowe,  Burnham  Royce,  George  H.  Royce,  Charles 
Smith,  Thomas  M.  Smith,  tEdwin  R.  Smyth,  Asa 
Southworth,  A.  Chapin  Southworth,  {Edwin  B. 
Spinney,  {Francis  R.  Stoddard,  George  P.Stone, 
James  R.  Stone,  William  H.  Stone,  Barry  Sulli- 
van, *Jeremiah  M.  Svvett,  William  H.  Swift, 
Henry  Taylor,  George    W.  Tuckerman,    *Charles 

E.  Turner,  William  G.  Tyler,  {Flbridge  G.  Wallis, 
Johnson  Warren,  William  H.  Warren,  Jr.,  {Leon- 
ard Wesson,  *Suinner  P.  White,  tGeorge  R.  Wil- 
liams, Wright  W.  Williams,  *Charles  S.  Wooffin- 
dale,  {Abraham  G.  Wyman. 


*Truant  officers. 
tHealth  Department. 
^Treasurer's  deputies. 

Special  Police  Officer— Charles  A.  Wilson,  for 
duty  at  the  Boston  Theatre. 
Weigher  of  Coal— John  D.  L.  Bartlett. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  following  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  were 
considered :  On  expediency  of  constructing  a  com- 
mon sewer  in  Cottage  street  between  Sumner 
street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  in  Pond  street,  in 
Pleasant  street  between  Pearl  and  Cottage  streets, 
in  Dorchester  avenue  between  Mt.  Vernon  street 
and  Ramsay  court,  in  Grant  street,  in  Newport 
street,  in  Spring  Garden  street,  in  Crescent  ave- 
nue, and  from  foot  of  Crescent  ii venue  to  tide 
water ;  and  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  com- 
mon sewer  in  Amory,  School,  Atherton,  Arcadia 
and  Beethoven  streets. 

No  one  appearing  to  object,  the  subjects  were 
severally  recommitteu  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Uomrnittee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings.  Owen  Nawn,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Parker  street,  near  Cencre 
Street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Joseph  Hatch> 
for  compensation  for  damages  to  his  horse  and 
vehicle  on  Parker  street,  near  Heath  street,  on  ac- 
count of  the  want  of  a  suitable  railing  on  said 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.    Henry  E.  Smith,  for   leave   to   occupy  a. 


wooden  stable   for   two   horses   on  Wales   place, 
Ward  16. 

Owen  Nawn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  thirty  horses  on  Parker  street,  near  Centre 
street. 

Charles  G.  Rost,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Coiiant  street,  rear  of 
No.  23. 

John  P.  Kelly,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Howard  street. 

Terence  Cavanaugh,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Morni  court, 
rear  199  West  Ninth  street. 

M.  Harrington,  for   leave   to   occupy  a  wooden  • 
stable   for   two   horses    on   Bunker   Kill   street, 
rear  292. 

Clark  B.  Wood,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  North  Charles  street,  near 
Level etl  street. 

G.  H.  Robinson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  hor»e  on  Cambridge  street,  No.  104  . 

Abijah  Woodwartl,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  lot  corner  Ashmont  and 
CaiTuth  streets,  Ward  16. 

Michael  Graay,  for  leave  to  move  and  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  North  Harvard 
street,  Brighton. 

John  Bryant,  for  leave  to  aJ:er  a  building  into 
a  stable  for  three  horses  iu  roar  of  13-15  Austin 
street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  J.  C.  Davis,  for 
license  as  an  auctioneer  at  12  School  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Fourth 
Battalion  of  Infantry ,  for  allow  ance  for  f ui  niture 
of  headquarters  at  Boylston  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Christopher 
Foster  et  al.,  market  men,  that  the  city  purchase 
or  hire  the  market  grounds  between  India  and 
Central  wharves. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District.  John  r.  Mansou,  to  be  pai^l 
for  land  damages  on  East  Lenox  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Nathan  Bishop 
et  al.,  that  Harvard  place  be  rep  ved. 

John  S.  W.  Lane,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Foster  street,  Ward  19. 

Seth  Williams  ei  a/.,  for  sidewalks  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  from  Field's  Corner  to  Centie  street. 

John  J.  Williams,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk 
assessment  on  Cobb  street,  -aid  work  being  a  part 
of  the  Suffolk-street  District  Improvemeni. 

J.  W.  Hunnewell  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  an  iron 
pipe,  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  under 
Trenton  street,  between  Putnam  and  Prescott 
streets,  to  be  used  for  conducting  refined  petro- 
leum from  railroad  side  track  to  packing  house. 

Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Brighton 
avenue  from  Malvern  street  to  Union  sqnare. 

P.  Ronan,  that  Church  street  be  graded  between 
Bowdoin  and  Percival  avenues.  Ward  16. 

John  T.  Morse,  Jr.,  et  aL,that  Fairfield  street 
be  macadauiized,  and  that  edgestones  and  cross- 
ings be  set  therein  between  Beacon  street  and 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

Henry  B.  Hill  &  Co.,  that  Lewis  street,  East  Bos- 
ton, De  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Edwin  Pinkham  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
in  Princeton  stieet.  East  Boston,  on  the  north 
side,  between  Prescott  street  and  the  schoolhouse. 

Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  the  location  of  an  ad- 
ditional track  from  New  Heath  street,  with  suita- 
ble curves,  to  connect  -with  the  double  track  on 
Tremout  street;  also  lor  the  location  on  Washing- 
ton street,  formerly  Shawmut  avenue,  of  an  addi- 
tional track  from  Egleston  square  to  Bartlett 
street,  with  suitable  curves  and  connections. 

M.  T.  &  W.  Glyim  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  G  street,  froui  Thomas  street  to  Eighth  street. 

Alfred  H.  Hinds  et  al.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  Dell 
avenue. 

FEEDING  HORSES  IN  THE  STREETS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  J.  H.  Whiton  et 
al.,  teamsters,  for  a  modification  of  the  ordinance 
forbidding  the  feeding  or  b;uting  of  horses  in  the 
public  streets,  and  asking  for  a  hearing  on  the 
subject. 

Oil  the  question  of  referring  the  petition  to  ;he 
Joint  Committee  on  Oidinances,  Alderman  Steb- 
biiis  said- 
Ill  connection  with  that  petition  I  would  like  to 
say  1  single  word.  I  do  not  know  by  whose  au- 
thority the  police  were  instructed  to  prohibit  team- 
sters trom  feeding  their  horses,  on  their  stands  in 
the  streets,  at  noontime,  as  formerly.  There  is 
such  a  provision  of  tue  ordinance,  but  it  has  not 
been  enforced  till  within  a  week.  I  do  not  think 
it  wise  to  enforce  it,  and  hope  tha*  until  the  mat- 
ter is  looked  into  by  the  committee  it  i»)  ill  beheld 
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in  abeyance;  for  certainly,  after  looking:  into  tlie 
subject,  they  cannot  but  think  it  would  not  be 
well  to  enforce  it  as  has  been  done  within  a  week. 
Here  are  hundreds  of  teamsters,  coining  from 
Charlcstown,  South  Boston  and  the  suburos,  and 
if  the  ordinance  is  enforced  at  noon  they  must 
either  j^o  home  or  their  horses  must  suffer,  and  I 
ai)i)rehend  the  horses  would  suffer.  I  tlierefore 
hope  that  whoever  instructed  t.ie  Chief  of  Police 
to  enforce  that  onlinance  will  allow  the  matter  to 
ret  until  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  shall  re- 
port some  modification  of  it. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

FAST  DRIVING  OX  THE   MILE  GROUND. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  from  Henry  A. 
Green  and  fifteen  others,  against  an  affirmative 
decision  of  the  petition  to  allow  fast  driving  upon 
that  part  of  Brighton  avenue  known  as  the  "mile 
ground,"  they  considering  that  such  a  practice 
would  endanger  life  and  seriously  injure  the  value 
of  real  estate,  and  also  very  much  annoy  resii'ents 
on  ihatjavenue  and  its  vicinity;  and  requesting  a 
hearing. 

Also  a  remonstrance  from  Edward  D.  Sohier 
and  twenty-five  others,  land  owners  and  residents 
on  and  near  the  Brighton  avenue,  against  any  re- 
peal or  change  of  the  thirty-ninth  section  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  streets,  inasmuch  as  any 
change  as  contemplated  of  the  present  regula- 
tions of  the  road  would  allow  the  dangerous  and 
reckless  driving  which  has  heretofore  caused 
many  serious  accidents ;  and  in  removing  the  re- 
strictions that  are  now  enforced  bj^  the  police,  the 
petitioners  would  be  unprotected  in  their  travel 
upon  said  thorovighfare.  They  therefore  request 
to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  remonstrants 
in  this  case  and  the  petitioners  be  given  a  public 
hearing  before  the  full  Board  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 
on  Monday  next,  and  that  public  notice  of  the 
same  be  given. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
■which  was  acceded  to  by  Alderman  Prescott,  and 
the  motion  for  such  hearing  prevailed. 

UXFIXISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  William  C.  Strong  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  Kenrick  street. 

Order  to  allow  Getcbell  &  Elbridge  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Cambridge  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Order  to  establish  an  evening  school  in  the 
Cabot-street  bath-house  at  close  of  the  bathing 
season. 

Order  to  allow  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$700  for  lamp  repair  shop. 

Order  to  cancel  bond  for  land  purchased  on 
Camden  street  by  G.  W.  Skinner  et  al.,  and  to 
issue  new  bonds  theretor  to  W.  F.  Robinson  and 
Brice  S.  Evans. 

Severally  passed. 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  on  streets  so  as 
to  permit  fast  driving  on  Brighton  avenue  from 
Beacon  street  to  Cambridge  street. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Prescott,  to  four  o'clock  P.  M.  next  Monday. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Nomination  by  the  Mayor  of  Oliver  L.  Shaw  as 
Inspector  of  Buililings.    Confirmed. 

Petitions  of  Mary  Thompson,  Mercantile  Savings 
Institution  and  Stephen  H.  Tarbell.  Severally  re- 
feried. 

Report  referring  to  Committee  on  Survey,  etc., 
of  Buildings,  the  petition  of  S.  Little  et  al.  for  an 
extension  of  the  wooden-building  limits  in  Rox- 
bury.    Accepted,  and  reference  ordered. 

Order  for  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  widening  School  street  on 
the  northerly  side.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  "WTiittier  Machine 
Company  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Hami)- 
shire  and  Culvert  streets.    Order  passed. 

Order  for  City  Solicitor  to  examine  into  the 
titles  of  the  public  property  in  Brighton.    Passed. 

The  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  raise  the  buildings  on 
the  territory  bounded  by  Washington  street,  Har- 
rison avenue.  Maiden  and  East  Canton  streets,  to 
a  grade  of  at  least  sixteen  feet  above  mean  low 
water,  as  in  said  order  set  forth,  came  up  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  The 
IJoard  concurred. 

The  report  and  an  ordinance  in  addition  to  an 
ordinance  relating  to  printing  came  up  amended 
by  striking  out  the  clause  providing  that  no  docu- 
ments shall  be  sold  excel  t  by  order  of  the  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Peters  inquired  how  that  left  the  or- 
dinance, as  he  understood  that  by  the  amendment 


the  Printing  Committee  could  sell  any  document 

the  •  chose. 

AldeiTuan  Bigelow  said  the  ordinance,  as 
amended,  left  the  matter  discretionary  with  the 
Committee  on  Prin.ing  to  sell  copies  of  important 
documents  if  they  see  fit  to  do  so.  The  ordinance, 
as  passed  by  the  Board,  made  it  necessary  for  the 
City  Council  to  pass  an  order  every  year  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

Order  for  additional  accommodations  for  pri- 
mary schools  in  Bigelow  District.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Orders  to  allow  Company  I,  First  Infantry,  S500 
for  repairs ;  Company  A,  I  ourth  Battalion  Infant- 
ry, $500  for  repairs ;  Companv  B,  First  Infantry, 
and  Company  H,  Ninth  Infantry,  8600  for  repairs; 
Company  B,  Ninth  Infantry,  .$400  for  repairs. 

Alderman  Cutter — We  are  constantly  voting  re- 
pairs for  armories  in  this  city,  and  during  my  ex- 
perience no  questions  are  raised  when  the.se 
orders  are  introduced.  I  suppose  that  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Armories  can  give  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  these  repairs,  the  proper  time  to 
do  which,  it  appears  to  me,  is  early  in  the  year, 
and  I  desire  to  know  why  they  are  done  thus  late 
in  the  season. 

Alderman  Worthington — Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  will  remember  that  the  State  has  passed  a 
law  for  the  furnishing  of  new  uniforms,  and  one 
clause  of  that  law  is  that  the  city  shall  supply  gun 
racks  and  closets  to  the  armories,  and  do 
certain  other  things,  before  the  armories  can 
be  approved  by  Adjutant  General  Cun- 
ningham. These  orders  are  to  carry  out  that  law, 
and  we  are  compelled  to  do  it  in  order  to  draw  oiu' 
money  from  the  State.  They  are  not  new  repairs, 
and  we  are  not  asking  for  what  should  not  be 
done.  In  a  few  cases  there  are  some  additional 
repairs— the  orderf  or  the  company  in  the  Eleventh 
Ward  is  for  repairs  done  last  spring,  for  which 
the  company  have  rendered  their  bill.  The  Tigers 
moved  into  a  new  armory;  they  found  it  necessary 
to  have  the  closets  and  gun  rack,  which  we  are 
obliged  by  the  laws  ot  the  State  to  erect.  We 
have  put  in  a  bill  for  the  closets  on  condition  that 
they  shall  pay  for  the  gun  rack. 

Alderman  Peters  —I  suppose  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  committee  to  get  the  sanction  of  this  Board 
before  incurring  the  debt,  and  I  would  like  to 
know  why  the  expense  was  incurred  first. 

Alderiuan  Worthington — The  gentleman  is  right. 
But  the  committee  did  not  permit  the  spending  of 
this  money  in  Ward  11.  The  company  spent  the 
money  and  ask  us  to  pay  the  bill,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  which  we  do  not  pay,  the  company  paying 
the  balance  themselves. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  think 
it  necessary  to  build  closets  for  taking  care  of  new 
uniforms.  "  I  would  like  to  know  if  it  was  not  just 
as  necessary  to  have  closets  for  taking  care  of  the 
old  uniforms  as  it  is  for  the  new  ones. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  the  gentleman  will 
examine  the  laws,  he  will  find  that  the  new  one 
requires  them  and  that  the  old  law  did  i  ot.  The 
commander  of  a  i  ompany  is  not  allowed  to  permit 
a  unifoi'm  tn  be  cariied  from  the  armoiy  without 
being  personally  responsible  for  it.  The  law  says 
thev  shall  have  closets  prepared,  the  keys  of  which 
shall  be  in  possession  of  the  officer  in  charge,  and 
the  uniforms  are  not  to  be  taken  from  the  armory 
without  the  officer  in  command  becoming  person- 
allv  responsible  for  the^i. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

The  report  and  order  requesting  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  report  expense  of  hiring  suit- 
able accommodations  for  a  I'.abcock  Fire  Extin- 
guisher and  the  horses  and  men  connected  there- 
with, in  the  vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial 
streets,  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department.    The  Boai  d  concurred. 

JAIL  EXPENSES  FOE    SEPTEMBER. 

"  A  requisition  for  $1949.11  was  received  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County,  being  the  expenses  of 
Suffolk  Jail  for  the  month  of  September.  Approv- 
ed and  ordered  paid. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

CocJiituate  Water  Board.  Request  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $50,000  to  meet  the  expen- 
ses ot  the  current  year  for  extending  the  water 
pipes  in  Wards  13  to  10.  The  frequent  applications 
for  extensions  of  the  pipes  in  these  wards  are  re- 
ceived by  the  board,  and  unless  a  further  appro- 
priation "is  made,  the  work  will  have  to  be  stopped 
at  once.  [Accompanying  the  communication  is 
an  approval  of  the  foregoing  request  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Water,  at  a  meeting  held  this  day  ] 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 
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Auditor  of  Jccounts.  Comiuxiincatioii  lepie- 
sentiiig  thai  the  Contingent  Fund  for  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  is  exhausted.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee 01)  Finance. 

CITY  TREASURER'S     BOND. 

The  sui)plementary  bond  of  F.  U.  Tracy,  City 
Treasurer,  as  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
was  presented,  certified  as  to  correctness  of  form 
by  the  City  Solicitor,  with  Horatio  Harris  as  sure- 
ty in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  question  was  on  approval. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  joint  special  committee  to  make  the  annual 
examination  of  the  bonds  of  city  officers.  There 
was  no  knowinc  whether  this  bond  held  all  the 
others,  as  one  of  the  originnl  sureties  h?d  died. 

The  Chairman  said  this  bondsman  was  to  take 
the  place  of  the  one  who  died.  The  bond  was  cer- 
tified as  correct  in  form. 

Alderman  Peters — I  think  it  should  be  referred. 

AJderman  Hall— I  believe  the  bond  has  to  be  ap- 
proye;l  by  this  Board,  and  it  should  go  to  the  com- 
miWee  for  examination. 

Alderman  Peters — The  grouml  I  take  is  this: 
There  were  ten  names  on  the  City  Treasurer's 
bonds,  each  held  in  the  sum  of  $;iO,OOd.  One  of  the 
sureties,  Mr.  Heushaw,  has  si'ice  died.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  solvency  of  Mr.  Harris,  but  I  think 
the  committee  should  examine  the  bond  and  re- 
port that  it  is  all  right. 

Alderman  Cutter — Everybodj'  knows  that  ^Ir. 
Harris  is  competent  to  be  a  boiidsman  without  the 
delay  of  a  refere  ice,  and  if  there  is  any  weakness 
in  the  case  it  is  caused  by  making  the  delays,  for 
until  the  bond  is  approved  by  this  Board  we  do 
not  hold  that  bondsman. 

Alderman  Peters— Are  all  the  other  bondsmen 
still  held  when  the  new  bond  is  given? 

Alderman  Hall — The  motion  to  refer  is  perfectly 
in  order.  Each  bondsman  is  hehi 'separately  for 
the  amount  signed  opposite  his  name.  1  believe 
it  was  this  committee  who  found  out  that  the 
vacancy  had  occurred. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost. 

Alderman  Peters  doubted  the  vote,  and  Alder- 
man Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  solv- 
ing the  doubt,  as  he  noticed  that  some  Aldermen 
did  not  vote. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed — yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks, Clark,  Cutter, 
Prescott— 5. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Robert  Frampton, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  of  ten-horse  power  on  Bovlston  street. 
Ward  17,  and  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearing  thereon,  to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Mon- 
day, Oct.  19,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

BEQUEST  FOR  THE  PAVING   OF  LEWIS  STREET. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  calling 
the  attention  of  this  Board  to  the  very  bad  conch- 
tion  of  Lewis  street,  leading  from  Maverick  street 
to  the  South  Ferry,  and  asking  that  the  same  may 
be  repaved  with  square  granite  blocks. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Early  in  the  present  year  a 
communication  was  sent  to'the  City  Council  from 
the  Directors  of  the  Ferries,  calling  attention  to 
the  bad  condition  of  Levns  street.  That  commuu  ica- 
tion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
Later  in  the  year  a  very  large  petition  was  sent  in 
from  the  leading  firms  in  East  Boston,  also  calling 
attention  to  the  condition  of  that  street.  The 
Committee  on  Paving  have  had  the  street  repaired 
once  or  twice,  but  it  is  now  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, so  much  so  that  the  heavy  teams,  which 
would  naturally  come  over  Lewis  street,  have  to 
take  the  longer  route,  and  go  by  the  North  Ferry. 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  City  Council,  and 
particularly  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  to  the 
necessity  of  paving  Lewis  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

WALCOTT'S  HOTEL  AT  CITY  POINT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  motion  of 
Alderman  Worthington,  to  reconsider  the  votes 
refusing  an  innholder's  license  and  a  billiard  li- 
cense to  George  H.  Walcott  at  City  Point,  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

The  Board  voted  to  reconsider  the  votes,  and  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  it  was  voted  to 
give  the  petitioner  and  remonstrants  a  hearing. 

P.  A.  Collins  appeared  for  the  petitio"her, 
and  Paul  West  for  the  remonstrants.  At 
the  request  of  Mr,  Collins,  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Walcott  and  the  petition  of  W  C.Fay  and  many 


other  citizens  of  South  Boston  and  the  city  proper 
in  aid  of  the  same,  were  read.  Mr.  Collins  called 
Mr.  Walcott,  who  sF-id  he  had  been  at  City  Point 
about  eight  months,  had  leased  the  place  for  ten 
years,  the  whole  being  about  one  and  one-half 
acres  of  upland  and  a<  much  more  of  flats ;  he 
had  built  a  thi  ee-story  building,  invested  between 
seventeen  and  eighteen  thoui-and  dollars  there; 
had  twenty  sleeping  rooms, and  abilliard  hnllwith 
four  tables ;  hatl  a  dining  room  to  accommodate 
150  persons ;  he  applied  in  April  or  May 
for  a  license  and  had  begun  to  do  busi- 
ness there,  and  no  complaint  from  citizens 
or  police  had  been  made ;  he  had  found  the 
place  actully  needed,  and  had  done  a  prof- 
itable business;  the  billiard  and  dining  rooms  are 
about  one  hundred  feet  from  either  street.  To 
Mr.  AVest  Mr.  Walcott  said  that  within  five  days 
of  the  signing  of  the  lear-e  he  had  been  notified  of 
opposition  from  tl'e  citizens;  he  had  kept  open 
his  dining  rooms  on  Sunday ;  had  no  lodgers  last 
night,  nor  the  night  before  that :  do  not  keep  a 
book  for  lodgeis  to  sign  their  names  in;  he  was 
not  there  all  the  time;  he  had  no  other  place  of 
business ;  sold  out  in  Harrison  avenue  six  or  eight 
months  ago,  but  sold  out  there  after  making  his 
application  for  this  license ;  had  a  case  in  court,  and 
was  fined  for  breakinu  the  Sunday  law,  though  he 
did  not  think  he  had  broken  the  law;  he  had 
taken  an  appeal  in  tliat  case. 

Stanlev  Gore  was  called  by  Mr.  Collins;  he 
thought  it  one  of  tlie  best  places  kept  at  City 
Point;  in  his  opinion  .-uch  a  hotel  is  a  necessity  in 
that  locality,  anl  tliere  ought  to  be  a  lajgerone 
there;  City  Point  is  a  gnat  resort  tor  people  who 
desire  meal>  furnished.  To  Mr.  West  he  said 
there  was  a  number  of  other  places  there;  one 
good  place  kept  by  Mr.  Wiight;  he  goes  down 
there  once  in  a  while  on  Sui.day  after  church  and 
thought  Mr.  Wright  kept  a  good  place. 

Jo'in  G.  Roberts,  called  by  Mr.  Collins,  was  of 
the  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  place  at  the  Point ; 
he  had  boarded  there  three  weeks  during  his  fam- 
ily's absence,  and  always  found  it  a  nice,  quiet 
place.  To  Mr.  West  he  said  he  had  seen  no  other 
lodgers  there;  he  had  a  nice  room  and  good  fare. 

Mr.  Collins  said  that  closed  the  case  fo'-  the 
petitioners.  Mr.  West  said  he  supposed  they  were 
to  deal  with  the  case  as  if  no  member  of  the*  Board 
knew  anything  aoout  it,  and  he  prefaced  his  evi- 
dence by  a  short  recapitulation  of  the  ojiposition 
of  the  ^jeople  to  the  location  of  such  a  ])lace  there ; 
the  ample  notice  given  Mr.  Walcott ;  the  hearing 
before  the  Building  Committee  and  leave  to  with- 
draw given.  Later  Mr.  Walcott  asked  for  permis- 
sion to  run  the  place  after  breaking  the  law  and 
aiipearing  in  court  and  jiaying  a  fine,  the  pro- 
tracted hearing  before  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
their  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw, 
and  the  matter  as  now  before  the  Board. 

Henry  Faxon,  called  by  Mr.  West,  lived  within 
seventy-five  feet  of  the  premises,  which  of  late 
had  been  lighted  up  during  the  evenings ;  he  had 
seen  people  going  there  in  the  evening;  had  seen 
carriages  drive  there  late  at  night  and  come  again 
in  the  morning  to  take  parties  away ;  think  there 
are  enough  "rum  concerns"  within  500  feet  of  his 
house;  they  are  now  run  every  day  in  the  week 
and  with  tenfold  power  on  Sunday ;  think  there 
is  no  need  of  this  place  there ;  don't  want  any 
more  "rum  holes"  there.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said 
he  had  never  seen  anybody  go  into  Mr.  Walcott's 
and  come  out  drunk,  but  they  did  at  Yibber's 
place  and  the  one  next  to  it;  the  first  intimation 
he  had  of  Walcott's  being  ocen  was  from  him 
[Walcott]  at  the  hearing  before  the  Licen.^-e  Com- 
mittee; Walcott  had  not  got  a  license  and  had 
not  put  steam  on  yet;  think  Walcott  gets  up  din- 
ners and  takes  in  lodgeis  from  the  city  proper 
late  at  night;  they  play  billiprds  late  at  night, 
can  hear  the  balls  clinking  after  he  goes  to  bed; 
an  innholder's  license  is  for  people  to  sell  liquor, 
—everybody  knows  that  and  he  knew  they  always 
sell  liquor  at  such  places. 

Albert  F.  Lauten,  called  by  Mr.  West,  objected 
to  cross-examination ;  he  appeared  as  an  inde- 
pendent citizen  and  taxpayer ;  he  was  in  the 
liquor  business  himself,  and  it  was  "too  thin"  for 
a  man  to  lay  out  so  much  money  there  and  say  he 
does  not  intend  to  sell  liquor;  he  had  been  through 
the  builoing,  and  had  seen  rooms  just  large 
enough  lor  a  bed  and  washstand,  and  he  thought 
no  decent  man  would  take  his  wife  there ;  a  good 
meal  can  be  obtaine;!  there  ;  Mr.  Walcott  hopes  to 
catch  people  who  would  not  like  to  be  seen  at  Vib- 
ber's  or  Macomber's;  he  had  seen  people  coming 
out  of  Walcott's  intoxicated  and  using  indecent 
language ;  he  believed  the  place  would   be  a  nui- 
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sance,  and,  as  an  independent  f:tizen  and  tax- 
payer, protested  against  its  lieing  licensed ;  in 
conversation  with  Mr.  VValcott,  he  asked  hiiu  if 
he  [W.]  would  allow  gambling  there,  as  he  had  in 
Harrison  avenue,  to  which  Mr.  Waleott  replied 
that  he  had  a  chance  to  lease  a  part  of  his  rooms 
in  Hairison  avenue  tor  SoO  a  week,  and  he  had 
thought  best  to  do  it,  but  he  would  not  here. 

Daniel  Sinii)son,  called  by  Mi'.  West,  said  his 
greatest  objection  was  that  a  man  refused  to  buy 
a  piece  of  his  land  there,  |)artly  because  of  this 
public  house ;  the  esrablishmen't  of  such  a  place 
would,  in  his  opinion,  injure  property  there  very 
much.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said  thai  thirty  years 
ago  there  were  not  so  many  public  houses  there  as 
now,  but  property  has  increased ;  that  man  ap- 
plied to  buy  his  property  early  in  the  spring,  and 
objected  after  the  public  house  had  been  started  ; 
he  a.sked  sevtnty-five  cents,  but  the  man  would 
not  pay  it;  the  man  objected  to  no  other  elements 
of  civilization  than  the  horse  cars  and  the  hotel. 

William  P.  McCobb,  called  by  ilr.  West,  thought 
more  liquor  places  on  the  Point  would  injure  real 
estate;  a  license  to  this  place  would  be  for  the 
doing  of  business  and  selling  liquor  on  Sunday; 
thinks  there  are  too  many  places  at  the  Point 
now ;  it  is  nis  impression  "that  this  place  is  for 
something  besides  liquor  selling,  judging  Mr. 
W^alcott's  future  by  ids  past.  To  Mr.  Collins  he 
said  he  knew  nothing  about  Mr.  Walcott's  past 
except  what  he  had  been  told ;  could  walk  from 
109  M  street,  where  he  lived,  to  Walcott's  place,  in 
three  minutes;  thinks  such  a  place  will  depreciate 
the  proi)Prty  on  M  street. 

Mr.  West  said  Walcott's  petition  was  signed  by 
persons  who  did  not  live  at  the  Point,  but  in  the 
citv  proper. 

John  R.  Browne]  1,  called  by  Mr.  West,  said  he 
went  to  the  Point  a  stranger'seven  years  ago,  for 
a  quiet  place  ;  only  a  few  rum  shojjs  were  there 
then ;  he  did  not  favor  or  patronize  any  rum  shops ; 
men  had  come  to  his  place  drunk  and  vomited  on 
his  fence.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said  he  had  never 
bought  rum  at  Mr.  Maeomber's  place.  He  object- 
ed to  being  cross-examined. 

Francis  J.  Baxter,  called  by  Mi'.  West,  said  he 
w^ent  there  six  years  ago  for  a  quiet  place  to  live, 
and  although  he  did  not  think  property  had  so 
greatly  depreciated  in  value  as  some  others  do, 
he  believed  the  location  had  been  injured  as  a 
place  for  residenv;es ;  he  did  not  believe  a  man 
could  pay  61100  rent,  as  Walcott  does,  and  make 
money  by  an  honest  business ;  it  had  been  a  cold 
year,  "and  the  men  all  say  that  business  had  been 
quiet  down  there  this  season.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said 
he  would  not  take  S!250  more  for  his  place  than 
what  he  gave  for  it ;  he  lived  opposite  Maeomber's 
))laee ;  never  had  his  slumbers  disturbed  by  noise 
from  Walcott's  place  ;  he  never  had  been' in  the 
rum  business,  or  hotel  business,  but  had  kept 
boarders  to  some  extent,  and  kaew  that  no  board- 
ing house,  with  rooms  not  adapted  to  the  use  of 
families,  could  succeed.  To  Mr.  West  he  said  he 
objected  to  the  ]dace  because  it  would  injure  the 
locality  for  residences  and  be  a  nuisance ;  the 
other  places  are  down  on  the  shore  and  do  not  dis- 
turb the  residents;  this  place  is  near  several  fine 
residences. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Draper,  called  by  Mr.  West,  said  his 
profession  led  him  into  that  neighborhood  and 
the  mo''al  sense  of  the  residents  there  is  violated 
by  the  exhibitions  of  intemperance  and  the  viola- 
tions of  the  city  ordinances ;  it  is  near  a  city  bath- 
ing house,  and  parties  had  tokl  him  they  did  not 
go  there  on  account  of  its  ])roximity  to  these 
places,  where  they  were  disturbed  by  gazers;  as 
one  of  a  community  he  opposed  furnishing  facil- 
ities for  persons  to  violate  the  laws.  He  objected 
to  being  cross-examined. 

Benjamin  Dean,  called  by  Mr.  West,  said  he  had 
resided  at  City  Point  six  years,  and  until  reeeiitly, 
although  there  has  been  an  increase  of  liquor 
saloons  on  the  South  Shore,  the  rest  of  the  Point 
has  been  very  quiet.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Nelson 
let  this  place  to  Mr.  Dempster  for  an  eating  house, 
but  spoke  to  his  neighbors  on  the  subject;  such 
favorable  reports  of  Mr.  Dempster  were  given 
that,  although  he  thought  it  was  a  mistake,  the 
place  was  leased  to  him,  but  after  that  there  was 
a  great  change  in  the  place.  Mr.  Dean  read  the 
letter  of  citizens  of  City  Point  to  Mr.  Nelson  re- 
questing him  not  to  continue  the  experiment. 
People  would  go  to  other  places  and  get  drunk 
and  then  come  to  Dempster's  and  show  them- 
selves in  the  neighborhood.  It  was  a  (luestion 
whether  people  there  should  be  driven  from  their 
homes,  and  when  they  learned  that  the  place  had 
been  leased,  the  citizens  addressed  Mr.  Walcott  a 


note  (which  Mr.  Dean  read),  notifying  him  of  the 
facts  and  forewarning  him  of  the' determined  op- 
position of  the  citizens.  Then  came  an  applica- 
tion to  buiUl,  to  which  opjiosition  was  made,  and 
the  committee  gave  leave  to  withdraw,  and  yet 
Mr.  Walcott  subsequently  went  on  and  built  his 
place  within  the  dimensions  prescribed  by  the  law, 
and  now  he  came  with  two  petitions  for 
license  as  an  innholder  and  to  keej)  a  billiard 
saloon.  He  has  said  be  has  an  eating  place, 
and  a  bar  and  billiard  tables.  Mr.  Dean 
read  the  police  record  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Walcott's  place  at  20  Harrison  avenue,  showing 
that  ne  had  "the  rejjutation  of  keeping  a  very  bad 
place,  which  is  the  resort  of  bad  men,  and  serious 
rows  have  occurred  there ;  the  sale  of  liquors  is 
the  principal  busincs ;  there  is  a  gambling  room 
up  stairs  connected  with  it."  This  rcx^n't  was 
signed  bv  Cnptain  Adams  of  Station  4.  Mr.  Dean 
also  read  a  communication  from  Captain  (Goodwin 
of  Station  12,  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  dated 
July  26, 1874,  as  follows :  "Since  sending  in  a  re- 
port as  to  Mr.  George  H.  Walcott's  plare  at  City 
Point,  I  learn  he  is  carrying  on  his  biUianl-table 
business  without  a  license;  also  has  his  hoase 
open  for  the  entertainment  of  people  on  Sundays 
as  -neU  as  other  days,  when  it  is  not  really  lequir- 
ed,  as  there  seems  "to  be  already  plenty  of  places 
in  the  vicinity  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  people 
which  are  already  licensed." 

Mr.  Dean  said  it  had  appeared  before  the  Build- 
ing Committee  that  Mr.  Walcott  had  been  prose- 
cuted for  selling  liquor  under  different  names. 
He  admitted  having  been  prosecuted  under  dif- 
ferent names.  Mr.  Dean  called  attention  to  the 
provision  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  licens- 
ing of  billiard  tables,  that  no  such  license  shall 
be  granted  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  on 
the  premises.  It  turn*  out,  he  said,  that  by  the 
admission  cf  Mr.  Walcott  he  keeps  a  bar  in  his 
billiard  saloon,  which  disposes  of  the  question  of 
granting  the  license  for  a  billiard  saloon.  Mr. 
Dean  lead  the  remonstrance,  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  which  was  signed  by  all 
the  neighbors  in  that  vicinity.  The  document  was 
as  follows : 

"To  the  Committee  on  Licenses  of  the  City  of 
Boston— That  part  of  City  Point,  at  the  foot  of 
Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  has  until  the  occur- 
rences to  which  we  desire  to  call  your  attention 
been  a  very  quiet  and  pleasant  place  to  reside. 
It  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  that  purpose,  and  the 
undersigned  occupy  residences  erected  at  consid- 
erable cost  for  that  reason. 

We  have  viewed  with  some  apprehension  the 
establishment  of  liquor  saloons  and  eating  houses 
on  the  south  shore  of  the  Point;  but  bemg  some 
distance  from  private  dwellings  and  sittiated  so 
as  to  afford  accommodation  to  those  coming  to 
the  Point  for  some  of  its  peculiar  advantages,  they 
did  not  feel  that  their  interests  were  affected  so 
much  more  than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity, that  they  were  called  upon  to  oppose  them. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Nelson,  who 
owned  some  estates  at  the  foot  of  Fourth  street, 
having  sold  cue  of  them  and  abandoned  the  Point 
as  a  place  of  residence,  proposed  renting  the  other 
for  an  eating  house.  Anticipating  objections,  he 
called  upon  some  of  his  neighbors,  and  pueted 
their  opposition  by  the  strongest  assurances  that 
the  place  shoidd  be  so  conducted  as  not  to  raise 
any  objection  to  it.  These  assurances  and  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Nelson's  deadly  hostility  to  the 
evils  that  might  be  apprehended,  (piicicd  our 
fears,  and  no  opposition  was  made  to  Mr.  Nelson's 
experiment.  The  result  was  a  serious  injury  to 
the  neighborhood.  It  attracted  persons  who  had 
been  to  the  other  places  alluded  to,  and  even  the 
repelling  of  those  who  had  taken  too  much  liquor 
elsewhere  was  attended  with  disgraceful  vio- 
lence and  noise.  After  the  result  of  this  trial,  we 
T^y  a  written  communication  to  Mr.  Nelson,  prayed 
it  might  not  be  repeated,  and  as  soon  as  we 
learned  of  Mr.  Walcott's  lease,  notified  him  that 
his  proposed  scheme  would  be  opposed;  thus 
doing  everjrthing  that  honor  and  fairness  called 
for. 

This  was  before  any  considerable  expense  had 
been  incurred.  Notwithstanding  this,  3rr.  Wal- 
cott applied  for  a  license  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing not  authorized  by  law.  This  we  opposed  on 
the  sole  ground  that" Mr. Walcott's  business  would 
be  an  injui-y  to  the  neighborhood,  and  it  was  re- 
fused. 

In  defiance  of  these  protests  and  warnings,  and 
determined  to  invade  a  peaceful  neighborhood 
with  a  traflfic  and  business  opposed  to  their  wishes 
and  hostile  to  their  peace,  he  erected  such  a  build- 
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ing  as  the  Inspector  allowed,  and  is  carrying  oij 
therein  ttie  business  of  a  victualler,  retailer  of 
liquors  to  be  drank  on  the  premises,  and  the  keep- 
er of  a  billiard  saloon. 

You  are  now  called  to  pass  upon  the  question, 
whether  he  shall  be  licensed  to  do  these  things,  to 
our  injury.  Our  injury  will  be  much  greater  than 
his  good,  our  losses  in  the  value  of  our  estates  will 
be  greater  than  his  gains,  and  one  of  the  most  el- 
igible places  for  residence  will  be  for  that  purpose 
ruined. 

The  law  requires  innholders.  victuallers  and  bil- 
liard-saloon keepers  to  be  licensed,  because  there 
are  proper  places  and  improper  places  for  such 
kinds  of  business,  and  because  there  are  proper 
and  improper  persons  for  carrying  on  such  kinds 
of  business,  and  because  somebody  ought  to  judge 
of  the  amount  of  such  kind  of  business  necessary 
for  any  neighborhood.  The  experiment  already 
tried  proves  the  place  to  he  an  unsuitable  one. 
The  number  of  jilaces  on  the  South  Shore,  four 
of  them  embraced  in  a  line  not  exceeding  600  feet, 
are  enough  for  any  neighborhood,  and  we  respect- 
fully submit  that  Mr.  Walcott  is  not  a  person  to 
be  intrusted  with  the  important  authority  a  li- 
cense would  give  him.  Such  a  person  should  be 
one  having  some  respect  for  law  and  the  wishes 
and  sentiments  of  the  community.  Mr.  "SValcott 
acknowledged  at  the  hearing  before  you,  that  he 
haa  kept  his  place  open  four  weeks  without  a  li- 
cense, contrary  to  law,  and  that  contrary  to  law 
and  without  a  license  was  keeping  his  house  open 
on  the  Lord's  Day.  He  also  acknowledged  that  in 
his  place  of  business  on  Harrison  avenue  where  he 
kept  a  liquor  saloon,  he  had  let  a  suite  of  rooms 
claimed  to  be  let  for  gambling  purposes,  for  fifty 
dollars  a  week,  and  you  M'ill  observe  that  by  the 
printed  account  of  the  hearing  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
gambling  instruments  had  been  t\\ice  seized  on 
is  premises,  and  that  he  had  been  prosecuted  and 
convicted  of  liquor  selling  and  keeping  open  on 
th8  Lord's  Day,  under  the  names  of  George  H. 
Walcott,  Henry  Walcott  and  Harry  Walcott.  The 
law  has  always  been  stringent  in  prohibition  of 
gambling  in  inns. 

We  therefore  submit  there  are  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  reasons  for  refusing  a  license  to  Mr.  Wal- 
cott, by  whatever  name  he  may  apply. 

We  "feel  that  Mr.  Walcott's  ai)piication  chal- 
lenges a  trial  of  the  question  whether  a  (luiet  and 
desirable  place  for  revideuce  can  be  invaded, 
spoiled  and  poisoned  by  an  obnoxious  traffic,  not 
required  by  public  convenience,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

In  you,  the  city  fathers,  we  confidently  trust 
and  look  for  our  protection,  and  respectfully  sub- 
mit that  if  the  reasons  given  for  a  refusil  of  a 
license  in  this  case  are  insufficient,  you  cannot 
refuse  them  in  any  case  wiiatever,  and  that  the 
law  which  requires  a  license  is  a  dead  letter  and 
inoperative.  In  your  kind  consideration  of  our 
case  we  confidently  trust." 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  had  never  been  in  favor  of  a 
prohibitory  law,  but  always  felt  that  the  city  and 
town  authorities  could  be  trusted  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  and  that  it  citizens  showed  to  this  Board 
that  the  establishment  of  such  a  place  would  be 
more  injury  to  the  neighbors  than  benefit  to  the 
man  himself,  this  Board  could  be  trusted  to  estab- 
lish such  regulations  as  woukl  best  promote  the 
public  good.  Mr.  Dean  reminded  the  Board  that 
the  law  makers  were  of  the  opinion  that  persons 
who  permitted  gambling  on  their  premi'^es  were 
not  fit  to  be  licensed  as  victuallers.  He  looked 
upon  liquor  selling  as  a  thing  that  should  not  be 
prohibited,  hut  must  be  regulated.  This  license 
will  permit  Mr.  Walcott  to  keej)  open  on  Sunday. 
This  case  has  been  fully  tried  and  proved  a  nui- 
sance. There  is  no  lieed  of  hotel  and  a  lodg- 
ing house,  but  Mr.  Walcott  wishes  to  keep  a 
bar,  billiard  saloon  and  dining  lOoms.  Mr. 
Splaine's  place  was  opposed  on  similar  grounds, 
but  it  would  have  been  far  less  objectionable  than 
this. 

AValter  Smith,  called  by  Mr.  West,  stated  that 
he  appeared  only  as  a  citizen,  but  not  as  a  witness 
subject  to  cross-examination  by  a  paid  advocate. 
There  is  a  larger  hotel  within  500  feet  of  Mr.  Wal- 
cott's, and  better  kept  than  his ;  the  ianorance  of 
Mr.  Walcott's  petitioners  of  this  fact  is  probably 
to  be  accounted  for  on  account  of  their  liviug 
away  from  the'-e.  He  did  not  wish  his  children  to 
live  in  sight  of  an  open  bar.  His  owii  property 
had  been  damaged  to  the  extent  of  $10,000  for 
sale  in  the  market,  and  if  this  is  to  be  continued 
he  would  have  to  move  away  The  remcnsti'ants 
come  as  advocates  »f  law  and  order  and  Mr.  Wal- 


cott comes  as  a  law  breaker,  and  he  had  no  fears 
as  to  the  opinion  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  West  said  that  closed  the  case  for  the  re- 
monstrants. The  question  was  whether  the  inter- 
est of  one  man  was  to  weigh  against  that  of  a 
whole  community. 

Mr.  Collins  again  called  Mr.  Walcott,  who  stated 
that  each  bedroom  in  his  house  contained  a  full 
chamber  set,  each  of  which  cost  $75;  he  kept  car- 
riages and  horses  there  himself;  had  never  any 
connection  -vith  a  gambling  place  in  Harrison 
avenue.  To  Mr.  West  he  said  he  let  a  suite  of 
rooms  at  20  Harrison  avenue,  over  the  barroom, 
for  S50  a  week ;  they  were  well- furnished  rooms. 

Mr.  Collins,  in  closing  the  case  for  the  peti- 
tioner, said  the  case  was  to  be  tried  by  evidence 
and  argument,  not  by  blackguarding.  He  had 
learned  how  a  man  might  be  an  artist,  profess  to 
be  a  gentleman,  and  yet  be  a  blackguard,  and  his 
name  might  he  Walter  Smith.  A.nd  the  idea  of 
Mr.  Lauten,  thi  rumseller  of  Broad  street  and 
chairman  of  the  Republican  Ward  and  City  Com- 
mittee in  one  of  the  strongest  pronibition 
wards  in  the  city,  comina;  there  to  protest 
against  Mr.  Walcott's  selling  rum  at  City 
Point!  And  there  was  McCobb,  who  had  been 
these  six  years  without  taking  out  his  naturaliza- 
tion papers  and  comes  by  request  of  Mr.  Dean,  as 
counsel,  to  protest  against  this  Boston  boy  doing 
business  at  City  Point,  and  who  gave  his  evidence 
in  reply  to  questions  by  Mr.  Dean  filtered  through 
Mr.  West.  The  witnesses  objected  to  bein^cross- 
examined  because  they  were  afraid.  Mr.  Baxter 
was  the  only  fair  man  among  them,  and  he  was  a 
pretty  clever  fellow,  if  he  did  live  on  Beacon  Hill 
once.  Their  testimony  is  all  guess  work.  He 
would  rather  have  a  man  who  was  convicted 
for  selling  rum  than  one  who  was  afraid 
to  tell  the  truth.  Mr.  Collins  reviewed  the 
statements  of  the  police  officers  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Walcott,  contending  that  the  latter  was  not 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  neighbors ;  Mr. 
Walcott  had  applied  for  a  license,  and  if  refused 
he  would  not  take  to  slandering  his  neighbors  and 
lying  for  a  living.  A  hotel  was  needed  there  ;  peo- 
ple must  be  entertained ;  that  is  a  peaceable  dis- 
trict; Mr.  Faxon,  who  lives  nearest  him,  had  not 
been  disturbed.  It  was  a  poor  argument  that  the 
remonstrants  did  not  want  Walcott  to  spend  his 
money  and  lose  it.  Think  of  Dean,  Lauten  and 
Smitli  advising  a  man  not  to  lose  money;  when  a 
dollar  is  to  be  made  they  \\ant  to  make  it  tliem- 
selv'es,  and  when  a  dollar  is  to  be  lost  they  don't 
want  to  do  it.  If  Walcott  lost  his  money  he  would 
not  go  around  and  beg  Smith  or  Dean  to  replenish 
it.  Mr.  Collins  contended  that  if  Mr.  Walcott  should 
violate  the  liquor  law  there  was  plenty  of  machin- 
ery to  convict  him;  the  license  simply  gave  author- 
ity to  keep  a  dining  room ,lodging  roo nis  and  billiard 
tables.  We  do  not  live  in  a  society  modelled  by  Dr. 
Miner  or  Walter  Smith,  but  in  a  liberal  city,  he 
trusted.  The  oidy  requisites  were  whether  the 
place  is  a  fit  one,  whether  Mr.  Walcott  knows  how 
to  keep  a  hotel,  and  is  there  any  public  reason 
against  it.  Mr.  Walcott  had  committed  n  j  great- 
er crime  than  George  Young  or  Harvey  D.  Parker, 
who  violated  the  law  every  day  i\i  sight  of  City 
Hall.  The  remonstrants  want  to  bottle  up  every 
particle  of  health-giving  air  at  City  Point  foV 
themselves,  and  not  allow  any  one  else 
to  breathe  it.  He  contended  that  Mr. 
Dean  and  others  did  not  know  anything 
more  about  the  case  than  others.  Mr.  Faxon  was 
the  only  man  who  could  be  relied  on ;  the  others 
all  guess  at  it.  It  is  a  pretty  place  for  a  hotel. 
One  is  needed  for  public  convenience;  Walcott 
knows  how  to  keep  a  hotel,  and  the  remonstrants 
do  not  deny  it.  In  conclusion  Mr.  Collins  thanked 
the  Board  for  listening  to  him  so  imtiently ;  if  he 
had  occupied  more  time  in  talking  than  the  others, 
the  Board  must  bear  in  mind  that  he  had  taken 
up  less  time  with  his  evidence. 

Mr.  West  thanked  the  Board  for  the  patient 
hearing,  and  at  the  next  hearing  he  would  jirom- 
ise  not  to  pattern  after  Mv.  Collins.  He  was  not 
surprised  at  Mr.  Collins's  allusion  to  Mr.  McCobb, 
for  his  Hibernian  blood  naturally  tiies  up  when  he 
meets  a  Scotchman.  But  Mr.  Collins  was  to  be 
excused,  as  he  was  just  from  the  delivery  of  his 
first  "Ode  to  the  Passions,"  at  Salisburj  Beach, 
and  he  did  not  blame  him. 

This  closed  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  leports  be  re- 
committefl  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  trust  the  reports  will  not 
be  recommitted.  The  committee  have  had  the 
subject  under  consideration  a  longtime,  and  have 
given  it  their  best  advice,  and  he  trusted  the  Board 
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would  ilecidc  ir  now,  for  thcv  are  competent  to  do 
so  after  tne  full  hearing  of  the  case. 

Alderman  Hall  as^ked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  (lucstion  of  reeoniniittal. 

Alderman  Emery — I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be 
afiain  lirought  before  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
who  liave  had  hearings  upon  it,  and  g:iven  it  a 
patient  investigation.  Since  the  Board  have  so 
fully  considered  the  matter  I  think  they  are  as 
competent  to  act  upon  it  without  further  advice 
from  the  committee,  lioth  sides  have  been  pre- 
sented and  every  member  must  be  satisfied  as  to 
the  way  in  which  he  shall  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  understood  that  the  com- 
mittee were  not  unanimous  in  this  lejiort.  If  they 
do  nor  allow  this  gentleman  a  license,  then  I  desire 
to  know  the  basis  upon  which  they  give  licenses, 
for  1  believe  there  are  other  men  who  have 
licenses  who  are  as  bad  in  character  as  this  man 
is.  It  may  be  that  South  Boston  is  covered  with  a 
holy  sod,  but  I  do  not  see  it,  any  more  than  I  do  in 
any  other  ^ection  of  the  city. 

Allermnn  Emery— If  the'^  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  ha  any  fault  to  "find  with  any  previous  action  of 
this  committee,  he  is  competent  to  call  for  it,  but 
that  f  hould  not  govern  this  case.  I  wish  he  would 
particularize  a  case  and  not  deal  in  generalities, 
because  if  he  is  going  to  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween this  case  and  some  others.  I  think  he  would 
tind  some  trouble  m  selecting  one.  Unless  he  can 
bring  out  some  particular  cai^e,  I  think  it  is  im- 
pro])er  for  him  to  compare  this  case  with  any 
other. 

Alderman  Cutter — Let  us  recommit  this  to  the 
committee,  and  it  will  afford  me  time  to  particu- 
larize, which  I  will  endeavor  to  do. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lo^t — yeas  5,  nays 
7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters— 5. 

Jvays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  P«wer 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  reports  lie 
upan  the  table. 

Lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  subject  be  spe- 
cially assigned  for  next  Monday  at  five  o'clock 
P.  M. 

The  question  was  put,  and  declared  lost.  Alder- 
man Prescott  doubted  the  vote,  and  Alderman 
Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  subject 
was  specially  assigned  for  next  Monday,  at  5  P.  M. 
—yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 7. 

Xays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Power 
and  Worthington — 5. 

PAVING   REPORTS  AND   ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  F.  A.  Richardson  et  al.,  that  Walthain 
street  be  paved  with  wood  from  Washington 
street  to  Harrison  avenue;  Michael  Donovaii,  to 
be  compensated  for  grade  damages  at  5  School 
street,  Charlestown ;  J.  Littletield  et  al.,  that 
Charles  street  be  paved  with  stone  from  Leverett 
street  to  Cambridge  street;  Charles  Rollins  et  al., 
that  Rollins  street  be  paved  with  wood;  Henry  W. 
Foote  et  al.,  that  a  fence  be  placed  on  the  sea  wall 
at  the  foot  of  Revere  street,  for  the  reason  that 
Revere  street  is  not  a  public  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Order  of  notice  ot  hearing  on  Monday,  Ocf.  19, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Cambri;lge 
Horse  Railroad  for  leave  to  lay  an  additional 
track  in  the  lower  i)art  of  Leverett  street,  recent- 
ly widened.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Washington  street,  between 
Waltham  and  Newton  streets,  with  small  granite 
blocks  and  flagging  crossings.  Estimated  cost, 
§68,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Albany  street,  between  East 
Concord  street  and  the  Roxbury  Canal,  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $525,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Washington  street,  between  New- 
ton street  and  Chester  square,  with  small  granite 
blocks  and  flagging  crossings.  Estimated  cost, 
$52,000. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Russell  street, 
between  Oak  and  Aubarn  streets,  Charlestown, 


and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
•  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Onlered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  .sidewalks  and  gutters  on  Waltham 
street,  between  Washington  street  and  Harrison 
avenue,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  'that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Russell  street, 
between  Oak  and  Auburn  streets,  Charlestown, 
and  to  rei)ort  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  §40,  assessed  to  Brown 
&  Collins  for  edgestones  on  Brook  avenue,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Ann  C.  Cay; 
that  the  sum  of  $9.35  be  abated  from  the  amount 
ar-sessed  to  Albert  Littlehale  for  sidewalk  No.  164 
East  Fifth  street,  said  amount  having  been  as- 
sessed in  error ;  that  the  sum  of  §1.68  be  abated 
from  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  John  Dunn,  No. 
137  London  street,  said  amount  being  assessed  in 
error;  that  the  sum  of  $12.63,  assessed  to  Andrew 
Glover  for  edgestones  on  Dorchester  avenue,  be 
abated,  said  amount  beii;g  assessed  in  error. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  liereby  directed  to  notify  the  owners 
and  abutters  on  Orchard  street,  near  Centre 
street.  West  Roxbury,  to  remove  aU  obstructions 
in  front  of  tneir  estates  extending  over  the  line  of 
said  street,  within  ten  days ;  and  m  default  there- 
of the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereby  direct- 
ed to  remove  said  obstruction  at  the  expense  of 
the  owners  of  said  estates. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSE  REPORTS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes—Reports as  follows: 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — William  Comack  and 
five  others  (transfers). 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— A.  P.  Peck,  to 
give  concerts  at  Music  Hall  from  Sept.  28  to  Oct. 
3;  Jonn  Backup,  to  give  course  of  lectures  at 
Kennedy  Hall  this  season. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted— Henry  Robbins, 
749  Washington  street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— Solomon  John- 
son, 225  Washington  street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed  —  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Dwight,  607  Washington  .street;  Louisa  Colton, 
32  Harvard  street;  Alice  Moore,  12  Carver  street; 
Mary  McCuUuin,  727  Washington  street. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Marcus  Griner,  677 
Washington  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Campbell  &  Cov- 
erly,  97  Washington  street;  Forrest,  Gannon  & 
Berry,  149  Court  street;  H.  Clark  &  Co.,  75  Cam- 
bridge street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  transfer  of  the  intelligence- 
office  license  at  593  Washington  street  by  EUen 
Nye  to  Mary  A.  Mason  be  approved  by  the  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers — 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  at  the  pres- 
ent time  en  petition  of  Indus crial  School  for  Giiis 
for  a  sewer  in  Centre  street,  Ward  16. 

Accepted. 

Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to 
construct  a  sewer  from  Dorchester  avenue,  oppo- 
site Commercial  street,  in  an  easterly  direction. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  Committee 
on  Sewers  "to  consider  the  expediency  of.  requir- 
ing traps  on  drains  from  conductors,  "that  unless 
such  a  regulation  could  be  enforced  upon  all  con- 
ductor drains  now  built,  as  well  as  upon  those  yet 
to  be  constructed,  no  decided  change  would 'be 
made  in  the  ventilation  of  the  sewers  by  the  es- 
cape of  foul  air  from  them ;  since  a  large  propor- 
tion of  conductors  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of 
the  city  now  enter  the  sew^ers  without  traps.  The 
amount  of  foul  air  escaping  from  the  sewers  is 
mucli  less,  and  its  character  less  noxious  than  is 
generally  supposed ;  and  granting  that  some 
ventilation  of  the  sewers  is  necessary,  none 
seems  better  than  the  diffusion  of  the  es- 
caping air  in  small  <)unntities  at  numerous  outlets 
on  the  tops  .'f  buildings.  Should  aU  means  of 
free  exit  in  this  direction  be  stopped  by  traps, 
foul  air  would  be  forced  into  the  interior  of 
houses  through  the  drains,  or  extensive  measures 
must  be  provided  to  relieve  the  presstire  on  them 
by  grated  openings  in  the  streets.  In  the  absence 
of  any  proof  of  evil  effects,  or  even  of  complaint 
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of  any  annoyance  from  the  present  arrangement, 
It  seems  hardly  advisable  to  put  property  owners, 
as  wo'l  as  the  department,  to  the  great  expense 
which  would  be  caused  by  the  proposed  change. 
Oui-  present  system  is  the  same  as  that  of  other 
cities  in  this  countrv,  while  our  short  lines  of 
drainage  allow  the  discharge  of  sewage  with 
much  less  opportunity  for  the  evolution  of  gases 
during  its  transit  thaii  is  the  case  elsewhere.  The 
committee  therefore  conclude  that  any  regulation 
as  proposed  in  the  order  would  be  inexpedient. 
For  the  committee, 

James  Power,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table  for  the  time  being. 

Alderman  Cutter— What  is  meant  by  "the  time 
heing"? 

Alderman  Worthington — Until  it  is  called  up. 

Alderman  Tower — Ishould  like  to  know  the  rea- 
sons of  the  gentleman  for  wishing  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Worthington—  For  the  reason  that  I 
have  not  had  time  to  consider  it  and  want  to  look 
into  it.  I  think  this  Board  should  hesitate  before 
voting  to  continue  to  put  water  spouts  into  sewers 
as  they  are  now.  There  is  no  question  but  that  we 
are  endangering  the  health  of  the  city  by  so  do- 
ing, and  the  only  question  is  how  far  we  shall  go. 

Alderman  Peters — I  see  no  use  in  laying  it  upon 
the  table  and  accumulating  business  there.  If  we 
accept  this  report  it  does  not  prevent  us  from 
taking  up  the  subject  again  if  we  find  the  city's 
health  suffering. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  believe  that  the  Alderman 
from  the  Highlands  introduced  this  order.  He 
put  one  in  before  that,  and  afterwards  desired  to 
rescind  it;  he  then  iiut  in  anotlier,  and  I  stated 
that  he  ought  not  to  press  it  until  he  knew  wnat 
he  wanted.  The  order  in  regard  to  water  spouts 
has  had  a  beneficial  -esult.  Many  people  have 
complied  with  that  order  and  connected  their 
drains  with  their  conductors.  Being  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  I  know  the  necessity  of 
such  connection,  for  last  winter  we  had  to 
pay  damages  in  two  cases  for  broken  limbs 
caussd  by  water  flowing  from  the  spout  and 
freezing  on  tlie  uavement.  If  you  trap  the  con- 
ductors they  will  freeze  up  in  winter.  At  present 
the  gas  escapes  from  the  tops  of  the  houses.  In 
other  cities  they  have  drains  in  the  middle  of  the 
streets  for  ventilating  the  sewers.  I  think  it  is 
much  better  to  allow  the  gas  to  escape  from  the 
tops  of  the  houses  than  into  the  streets. 

Alderman  Peters — The  committee  were  asked  to 
report  as  speedily  as  practicable  on  this  question. 
They  have  done  their  duty  antl  we  are  bound  to 
accept  the  report. 

Alderman  Hall — Is  there  anything  in  this  report 
that  will  not  k°ep  a  week?  If  it  "is  laici  over  we 
can  all  look  at  it  in  print  and  understand  it.  There 
cannot  be  anything  in  it  which  the  Committee  on 
Paving  think  detrimental  to  them. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  no  desiie  to  press  it. 
The  more  gentlemen  look  into  it,  I  am  sure  the 
more  they  will  be  convinced  that  it  will  be  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table  was  carried.    . 

EAST  LEXOX  STREET  OBSTRUCTIONS. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board  — 

Order  of  notice  to  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson  and  John 
T.  Manson,  to  quit,  on  or  before  t)ctober  5,  on  ex- 
tension of  East  Lenox  street,     Passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  .Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
monstrance of  Joseph  P.  French  et  al.  against  the 
rebtiilding  of  the  old  "barrel  factory"  on  Second 
street,  near  K  street — Report  recommending  the 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Accepted 
and  reference  ordered. 

By  Alderman  Woithington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  rec- 
ommending the  granting  of  petitions  for  leave  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows:  Phinehas  B.  Smith, 
rear  42  MarceUa  street;  National  Tube  Works 
Company,  Edmonds's  wh^rf ,  Ward  1 ;  Robert  F. 
■Ricker,  Anawan  avenue,  near  Centre  street ;  C.  E. 
Sparhawk,  Murdock  street,  near  Camljridge 
street.  Ward  19:  Michael  Cleary,  Charles  street, 
near  Baker  street,  Ward  17;  W.  H.  Forbes,  Chest- 
nut street.  Ward  17;  C.  Meslaugs,  corner  First 
and  B  streets;  Daniel  L.  Toppan,  lot  between 
North  Beacon  and  Market  streets;  A.C.Forbes, 
Boylston  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  John  H.AV'right. 
land  in  rear  of  Foster  street.  Ward  19 ;  also  report 
m  favor  of  granting  petition  of  George  Clark.  Jr., 


for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  stable  on 
Columbia  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  FERRIES. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  East 
Boston  Ferries— Report  nominating  Samuel  B. 
Hopkins  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  East  Boston  Ferries,  vice  Daniel  D.  Kelly,  re- 
signed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Emery  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election. 
Aldermen  Emery  and  Power  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes.' 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 7 

Charles  B.  Hunting 5 

And  Mr.  Hopkins  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

TEMPORARY  CARE  OF    THE  INSA.NE. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  oirPub- 
lic  Buildings,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  re- 
port relating  to  the  temporal  y  care  of  insane 
persons,  with  instructions  to  report  where  a 
suitable  room  can  be  obtained,  and  the  estimated 
expense  of  adapting  it  for  the  purpose  indicated — 
Report  that  they  find  that  a  room  can  be  obtained 
in  the  Court  House  Building  for  the  purpose,  ad- 
joining the  Tombs.  They  estimate  the  cost  of 
preparing  said  room  with  cells  suitable  for  such 
persons  at  §1000.  The  committee  recommend  the 
liassage  of  the  accomi)anying  crder: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  a  room  in  the  Court 
House  Building,  adjoining  the  Tombs,  for  the 
temporary  retention  of  insane  persons,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $1000 ;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading,  and  in  reply  to  Alderman  Peters, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  hastening  such  a  new  thing, 
said  his  reasons  were  that  the  matter  was  recom- 
mended in  the  message  of  his  honor  the  Mayor 
and  was  no  new  thing. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  matter  had  come  to 
the  committee  from  the  Board,  and  they  had  an- 
swered the  interrogations. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  members  should  have 
time  to  inform  themselves,  and  Alderman  Power 
withdrew  the  motion  for  a  second  reading  and  th  ? 
order  was  laid  over. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN   POOR'S   FUND. 

Alderman  Hall  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  who  were  requested  to  make  certain 
inquiries  in  relation  to  the  custody  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  "Charlestown  Poor's  Fund,"  having 
attended  to  that  duty,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  Tins  fund  had  its  origin  in  a  be- 
quest of  £200,  made  in  the  year  1674  by  Richard  Rus- 
sell, the  annual  income  of  which  was  to  be  distrib- 
uted to  the  poor  of  Charlestown  by  the  Selectmen 
and  the  deacons  of  the  church.  Since  that  time 
various  other  bequests  have  been  made,  either  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  generally  or  for  certain 
classes  designated  by  the  donors,— the  same  offi- 
cers and  their  successors  being  named  as  trustees 
for  the  disbursement  of  the  income.  The  latest 
addition  to  the  fund  was  made  in  the  j'ear  1866, 
and  it  apjears  from  the  ie))ortof  the  trustees 
m.i(le  at  tnat  time  that  the  total  aniouiit  held  by 
them  was  S22,y00. 

By  chapter  40  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1825,  the  Selectmen  and  the  two  senior  dea- 
cor.s  of  all  the  egularly  organized  churches 
then  or  thereafter  constituted  in  the  town  of 
Charlestown,  were  incorporated  as  the  trustees  of 
the  "Charlestown  Poor's  Fund,"  "for  the  purpose 
of  managing  certain  donations  given  and  be- 
queathed at  ^lifferent  periods  of  time  by  Richard 
Russell"  and  others,  "and  such  other  funds  as 
might  come  into  their  hands  for  like  purposes." 
When  Charlestown  was  incorporated  as  a  city, 
the  Aldermen  became  the  successors  of  the  Select- 
men as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  With 
one  exception  all  the  bequests  which  have  been 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Charlestown 
have  been  placed  by  the  donors  under  the  care  of 
these  trustees. 

The  exception  is  the  "Pierce  Fuel  Fund"— a  sum 
of  $1500  left  by  the  will  of  Caleb  Pierce  in  the 
hands  of  the  City  Government,  as  trustee,  the  in- 
come of  which  is  to  be  "expended  in  the  purchase 
of  fuel,  to  be  distributed  to  those  indigent  widows 
residing  in  Charlestown  whose  husbands,  before 
their  decease,  had  resided  in  Charlestown  at  least 
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one  year."  Until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  City 
Govenniicnt  the  trustees  of  the  I'oor's  Fund  were 
authorized  to  ilistrihute  the  iiiuouie  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  bequest. 

By  section  12  of  the  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Charlestown  with  the  city  of  Boston,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  tlie  trustees  of  "the  I'oor's  Fnnd  in  the 
town  of  (  harlestowii  shouhl  continue  to  manasre 
their  fund,  and  disburse  tlieii'conie  thereof  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  seveial  trusts ;  and  tliat  the 
members  of  the  two  branches  of  the  City  Council 
for  the  time  being,  residing  within  tlie  present 
limits  of  Charlestown,  shouhl,  together  with  the 
senior  deacons  of  the  religious  societies  therein, 
constitute  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that,  wth  the  exception 
of  the  "Tierce  Fuel  Fund,"  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  has  no  res])Onsibility  or  concern  in  the 
management  and  disbursement  of  the  bequests 
which  constitute  the  "Charlestown  Poor's  Fund"; 
and  your  committee  see  no  reason  for  recommend- 
ing any  change  in  the  agency  for  the  distribution 
of  tlie  Income  of  that  fund  of  which  the  City  Gov- 
ernment was  designated  by  the  donor  as  trustee. 
Respectfully  submitted' for  the  committee. 
A.  J.  Hall,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

CHAMBERS-STREET   EVENING   SCHOOL. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  free 
evening  school  heretofore  located  in  the  Chambei  s- 
street  Chapel— Report  recommending  tae  passage 
of  the  arcomj)anying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  fit  ixp  and  furnish  the  ward- 
room in  the  Wells  Schoolhouse  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  the  evening  school  heretofore 
located  iu  the  Chambers-street  Chapel ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  th^  appropriation  for  School- 
house-;  and  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott, 
and  passed.  The  Alderman  stated  that  the  time 
for  the  commencement  of  the  school  is  near  at 
hand,  and  it  was  de>irablej  to  make  the  repairs  as 
soon  as  possible. 

THE   NEW  CITY   STABLE  LOT. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to 
set  apart,  until  otherwise  ordered,  for  the  use  of 
the  Health  and  Paving  departments,  the  lot  of 
land  containing  16,172  square  feet,  as  shown  on 
the  accompanying  plan,  drawn  by  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  City  Surveyor,  the  same  to  be  added  to  the 
lot  previously  set  apart  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
city  stable  at  Boston  Highlands. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  and 
passed. 

EXTRA  COMPENSATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 

Ordereri,  That  the  bUl  of  John  L.  Cook,  police 
officer,  for  extra  services,  amounting  to  $25,  be 
allowed  for  payment  l)y  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
provided  it  is  api)roved  in  the  usual  manner ;  said 
amount  _to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Salaries." 

In  reply  to  questions  by  Aldermen  Peters  and 
Cutter,  Alderman  Stebbins  said  Mr.  Cook  was  em- 
ployed on  extra  duty,  the  bUls  being  paid  quar- 
terly, to  go  on  important  errands  for  the  Ciry 
Treasurer,  and  attend  to  the  mails  for  City  Hall. 
There  had  been  a  demonstration  some  years  ag;o 
of  the  need  of  a  faithful  officer  to  perform  this 
duty,  and  Mr.  Cook  was  selected  for  his  peculiar 
fitness  for  the  position. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD  TRACK  IN  STATE  STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  granting  permission  to  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to  retain  the  location 
of  their  temporary  track  on  State  and  IJevonshire 
streets.  At  this  late  hour  I  do  not  propose  to  say 
a  word  upon  the  expediency  of  allowing  those 
tracks  to  remain  there.  I  merely  wish  to  move 
the  reconsideration  and  keep  the  matter  alive  one 
week  longer,  and  if  any  member  so  desires  I  shall 
not  obj6ct  to  laying  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  this  Board  is  as 
well  qualiflwl   to  decide  this  question  now  as  it 


will  be  at  the  iiext  meeting,  when  there  will  be 
long  hearings  and  a  late  session.  We  have  been 
kept  here  so  laf  that  a  few  minutes  more  will  not 
make  any  difference.  I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  seems  to  think  that  if  a  motion  is  laid  on 
the  table  it  must  come  up  at  the  next  meeting.  I 
call  his  atter-tion  to  the  first  motion  of  the  list  on 
the  table,  in  regard  to  J.  Al.  Smith's  riding  school, 
made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  nine  months 
ago. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

FEEDING    HORSES  IN  THE  rUBLIC  STREETS. 

Alderman  Clark — I  merely  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  in  regard  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Alderman  from  the  Eighth  Ward  on  the 
feeding  of  horses  in  the  public  streets.  It  is 
strictly  against  the  ordinances  to  feed  horses  in 
the  streets  of  this  city.  [The  Alderman  read  sec- 
tion 38  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  streets,  which 
XJrohi'oits  the  baiting  or  feeding  of  horses  in  the 
streets.]  This  is  the  law  of  the  city.  The  order 
referred  to  came  from  the  thief  of  Police  himself, 
from  the  fact  that  a  short  time  ago,  in  Eliot  street, 
a  party  took  the  headstall  off  his  horse,  put  the 
basket  on  his  head,  went  off  and  left  th"  ani- 
mal standing  in  the  street.  The  horse  took 
fright  and  ran  away,  and  came  verj-  near 
doing  serious  injury  to  several  parties.  The  Chief 
then  thought  it  his  duty  to  prohibit  the  fee  ling 
of  horses  on  the  streets  unless  they  are  looked 
after  by  their  owners.  Another  reason  is  that  we 
have  just  spent  .ijl,500,000  for  extending  Washing- 
ton street  to  Haymarket  square,  and  .$500,000  more 
for  widening  and  extending  Devonshire  street  to 
Dock  square.  It  has  become  a  common  practice 
for  expressmen  and  others  to  use  those  extensions 
for  stable  purposes.  They  back  their  teams  in 
there,  and  i  have  seen  eight  or  ten  of  them  bait- 
ing their  horses  at  a  time.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  Chief  or  any  member  of  this  Board  proposes 
to  interfere  with  truckmen  who  Lave  been  in 
the  habit  of  feeding  their  horses  upon  their 
stands  at  noon,  but  it  is  his  duty  to  look  after  the 
enforcement  of  any  la^v  \\hicli  is  violated  at  the 
risk  of  the  safety  of  the  citizens.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  an  arrangement  can  be  made  so  that 
truckmen  who  reside  in  South  Boston  or  out  of 
the  city,  and  come  here  in  the  morning,  can  feed 
their  horses  during  the  day,  if  they  are  properly 
looked  after,  and  it  is  done  in  proper  localities. 
But  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  not  to  allow  Washing- 
ton, Court  or  Tremont  street  to  be  used  for  such 
purposes.  The  commencement  of  this  prohibition 
was  owing  to  the  fact  that  an  accident  did  occur 
where  damage  was  done  to  teams,  and  a  very  se- 
rious injury  came  very  near  being  done  to  indi- 
viduals on  Eliot  street, "from  the  feeding  of  horses 
there  without  the  parties  looking  after  them. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Then  it  seems  that  the 
order  which  caused  all  the  trouble  came  from  an 
accident  at  the  South  End,  where  one  man  forgot 
his  duty  to  the  public,  while  doing  his  duty  to  his 
horse.  Then  I  think  more  ca;e  should  have  been 
used  by  the  department  m  enforcing  this  order. 
I  have  had  a  great  many  teamsters  come  to  me  on 
account  of  it.  They  think  it  will  be  an  outrage  to 
send  them  home  at  "noon  to  feed  their  horses.  I 
have  no  doubt  l)ut  that  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances will  frame  such  an  amendment  as  will  suit 
the  case.  There  are  other  considerations.  If  we 
are  going  to  buihl  up  a  great  city  by  tiying  to 
keep  the  streets  as  quiet  as  in  a  country  town,  I 
hardly  think  we  shall  succeed.  We  might  as  well 
say  we  will  not  allow  people  to  come  here  with 
teams,  unless  they  are  able  to  go  to  a  stable  to 
have  their  horses  fed.  If  we  want  to  build  up  a 
great  city,  we  shall  have  to  be  nrore  liberal  with 
those  who  come  here. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  it  is  proper  iind  right 
that  there  should  be  some  restriction  put  upon 
this  feeding  of  horses  in  the  streets.  At  the  same 
time  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  prevent  the 
feeding  in  proper  places.  There  are  proper  places 
and  improper  ones,  as  we  all  understand,  but  I 
should  myself  be  much  opposed  to  enforcing  this 
ordinance  so  as  to  entirely  prohibit  the  feeding  af 
horses  in  all  streets  of  the  city.  It  would  be  a 
great  injury  to  persons  having  teams  who  come 
from  the  extreme  limits  of  the  city  and  are  un- 
able to  bait  their  horses  at  the  stables.  But  I 
should  hope  that  the  thing  may  be  restricted  so 
that  they  will  feed  only  in  proper  places,  and  that 
without  inconvenience  to  the  public. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hairis  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    1,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  71/2  o'clock  P.  M. 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  A  NEW  MEMBER. 

Mr.  Flynnof  Ward  7  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appoini;ed  to  conduct  Mr.  Caton,  member  elect 
from  Ward  11,  before  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  the 
City  Clerk,  to  be  qualified  as  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  in  place  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  whether  there  was 
any  official  information  that  the  gentleman  had 
been  elected.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  proper 
course  would  be  for  the  President  to  annov;nce 
Mr.  Catou's  election  to  the  Council.  It  was  a 
mere  form,  but  should  be  kept  up. 

The  President  said  such  a  course  had  not  been 
customary,  but  he  would  read  Mr.  Caton's  certifi- 
cate of  election. 

The  certificate  was  read,  the  motion  was  adept- 
ed  and  Mr.  Flynn  was  appointed  said  committee, 
and  departed  to  perform  the  duty. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Flynn  reported  that  Mr.  Caton 
had  been  duly  qualified  before  the  Mayor.  The 
President  welcomed  Mr.  Caton  to  the  Council,  and 
he  was  escorted  to  seat  66. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Joseph  Hatch,  Owen  Nawn,  John 
T.  Mansou,  J.  H.  Whiton  et  al.,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry.    Severally  referred, in  couciirrence. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
stating  that  the  Contingent  Ftind  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  is  exhausted ;  and  request  of  the  Cochit- 
uate  Water  Board  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  550,000  for  extension  of  water  pipe  in 
Wards  13  to  16.  Severally  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings,  of  remonstrance  of 
Joseph  P.  French  et  al.  against  the  rebuilding 
of  the  barrel  factory  on  Second  near  K  street. 
Accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  erect 
buildings  to  be  issued  to  Getchell  &  Eldridge,  on 
Cambridge  street.  Ward  22;  to  William  C.  Strong, 
on  Kenrlck  street,  Ward  19.  Orders  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  cancelling  of 
the  bond  given  by  George  W.  Skinner  and  John 
T.  Ellis  for  land  on  Camden  street,  west  of  Tre- 
mont  street,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  in  said 
order  set  forth.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  certain  lot  of  land,  contain- 
ing 16,172  square  feet,  to  be  set  apart  for  the  use 
of  the  Health  and  Paving  departments.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police 
oflScer,  $25.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspensioa  of 
the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  and 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  bath  house  on  Cabot 
street  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  an  evening 
school.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  wardroom  in  the  Wells 
Sehoolhouse  to  be  fitted  and  furnished  for  an 
evening  school.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  inexpedient  to  make  any  change  in  the 
custody  or  disposal  of  the  Charlestown  Poor's  Fund. 
Accepted. 

Report  nominating  Samuel  B.  Hopkins  as 
Director  of  East  Boston  Ferries  in  place  of  Daniel 
D.  Kelly,  resigned,  and  certificate  of  the  election 
of  said  Hopkins  as  such  director.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  and 
Perkins  of  Ward  16  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  collect,  count  and  sort  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins  had 29 

Charles  B.  Hunting 25 

John  W.  Frazer 1 

And  Mr.  Hopkins  was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 


PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— Petitions  of  Shaw 
&  Sharp,  to  be  paid  for  two  gas  circulating  heaters 
for  steam  engines  furnished  the  Fire  Department 
in  1873,  by  order  of  the  Chief  Engineer;  and  of  D. 
Sharp,  to  be  paid  for  work  done  in  attaching  said 
heaters  to  the  engines.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— Petitions  of  Company 
C,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  a  suitable  place 
for  an  armory;  of  Company  D,  First  Regimenc, 
for  $100  for  repairs  on  armory.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  John 
Bryant  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Austin  street.  Ward  20.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  inspection  of  Buildings. 

THE  PROPOSED  NAUTICAL    SCHOOL. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who  were 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  free  school  for  the  instruction  of  boys  in 
navigation,  seamanship,  marine  enginery  and  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  proper  equipment  and 
sailing  of  vessels,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report:  The  subject  of  establishing  a  nauti- 
cal school  has  been  urged  upon  the  attention  of 
the  City  Govei-nment  several  times  during  the 
past  fifteen  years.  The  nautical  branch  of  the 
State  Reform  School  went  into  operation  in  1860 ; 
and  in  the  following  year  Captain  R.  B.  Forbes  me- 
morialized the  City  Council  to  establish  as  a  part  of 
our  svstem  of  public  education  a  school  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  common  English  branches  and  in  practi- 
cal seamanship  and  navigation.  The  committee  to 
whom  the  memorial  was  referred  made  a  general 
recommendation  in  favor  of  estaolishing  such  a 
school,  but  stated  that  the  execution  of  any  spe- 
cific plan  was  attended  with  so  many  difficulties 
that  they  hesitated  to  put  their  recommendation 
into  form  for  definite  action.  The  times  were  un- 
favorable to  the  consideration  of  any  new  meas- 
ures except  those  relating  to  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  which  the  country  was  then 
engaged,  and  as  a  consequence  the  committee's 
recommendation  failed  to  take  practical  shape. 

In  1870  Captain  Forbes  made  another  appeal  for 
action  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council;  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee  charged  with  the  investi- 
gation of  the  subject  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
information  concerning  the  operation  of  nautical 
schools  established  in  other  cities. 

Although  the  committee  appeared  to  re- 
gard the  project  favorably,  they  failed  to 
make  any  recommendation  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  matter  was  presented  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  as  unfinished  business.  That  com- 
mittee found  that  the  city  had  no  power  to  appro- 
priate money  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  such 
a  school,  and  thereupon  the  whole  matter  was 
dropped. 

It  is  now  presented  to  the  Government  under 
somewhat  different  circumstances.  At  the  last 
session  of  Congress  an  act  was  passed  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  furnish  upon  applica- 
tion of  a  Governor  of  a  State  a  vessel  of  the  navy 
properly  fitted  up  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  any 
nautical  school  established  at  each  or  any  of  the 
ports  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more and  San  Francisco,  upon  the  condition  that 
there  shall  be  maintained  at  each  port  a  school,  or 
branch  of  a  school,  for  the  instruction  of  youths 
in  navigation,  seamanship,  marine  enginery,  etc.; 
and  the  President  is  authorized  to  detail  proper 
officers  of  the  navy  as  superintendents  of,  or  in- 
structors in,  such  schools. 

The  full  text  of  the  act  is  appended  hereto. 
The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
having,  by  an  act  passed  in  1873,  pro- 
vided for  the  establishment  of  a  nautical 
school,  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
city  of  New  York  have  taken  the  necessary  steps 
to  obtain  a  vessel ;  a  naval  officer  has  been  detail- 
ed as  instructor,  and  a  school  is  now  being  organ- 
ized at  that  port.  A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Education  iipon  the  subject  is  ap- 
pended hereto. 

Requisitions  have  been  made  by  the  authorities 
of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  for  suitable 
vessels  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  Baltimore  a  "Floating  Public  School"  has 
long  been  established.  Under  the  ordinances  of 
the  citv,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Schools  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  organize  and  put  in 
operation  a  public  school  of  such  grade  as  may 
seem  to  them  advisable,  on  board  of  any  ship  or 
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otlier  vessel  that  may  for  the  time  being  be  used 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Baltimore  as  a  nautical 
school.  The  relations  which  the  city  authorities 
occupy  to  the  school  established  there  are  set 
forth  in  the  following  memorandum,  signed  by  a 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  School 
Commissioners : 

"It  was  agreed,  that  in  the  establishment  of  the 
proposed  school,  the  School  Commissioners  should 
lurnish  teachers,  and  the  same  course  of  instruc- 
tion, so  far  as  it  would  be  applicable,  as  are  now 
employed  in  our  schools — with  desks,  seats  and 
all  necessary  books  anil  stationery,  and  should  de- 
vote themselyes  to  the  same  care  and  supervision 
that  they  now  give  to  the  public  schools;  and  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  citizens 
generally,  whose  assistance  it  will  invoke,  it  was 
proposed  that  the  vessel  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  school  should  be  provided  with  the 
person  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  and  all  neces- 
sary rigging,  tackle,  etc. ;  also,  whatever  nautical 
apparatus  is  retiuired,  and  adequate  teachers  to 
instruct  the  boys  in  all  that  relates  to  seaman- 
ship." 

In  this  connection  the  following  account  of  the 
nautical  schools  in  Liverpool  (extracted  from 
Captain  Forbes's  address  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  in  1870)  wUl  be  of  interest : 

"In  Liverpool  there  are  three  institutions  for 
the  education  of  seamen.  First  is  the  'Mercan- 
tile Marine  Service  Association,'— conducted  on 
board  her  Majesty's  ship  Conway,  and  is  de- 
signed to  train,  and  complete  the  education  of 
boys  intended  for  officer?  in  the  merchant 
service.  Boys  intended  for  the  royal  na- 
vy are  also  admitted,  and  receive  special 
training  for  that  service.  The  terms  for 
admission  are  £40  per  annum,  the  parents 
of  children  finding  underclothes,  and  ten 
guineas  are  charged  lor  uniform.  Children  of 
members  have  certain  privileges.  Boys  between 
twelve  and  sixteen  are  received ;  and  they  must 
know  how  to  read  and  perform  the  simple  rules  of 
arithmetic,  aud  they  must  pass  a  medical  exami- 
nation. So  far  as  I  can  see  by  glancing  over  the 
reports,  I  believe  the  Government  furnish  the  ship 
and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  gives  honorary  tokens 
of  merit;  but  the  current  expenses  are  paid  from 
subscriptions,  and  1  infer  the  expenses  exceed  the 
receipts.  The  next  in  order  is  the  training  ship 
Indefatigable,  where  the  son?,  and  orphans  of 
sailors,  and  other  poor  and  destitute  boys  are 
taught.  This  institution  is  established,  as  I  learn 
from  the  report  of  1868,  'with  a  view  to  rescue 
from  temptation,  poverty  and  crime  tlie  wander- 
ing and  orphan  Arabs  of  the  streets,  and  to  train 
them  in  habits  of  industry  and  usefulness  in  the 
mercantile  maiinc.'  This  school  is  mainly  de- 
pendent on  private  concributions,  w>iich,  for  1867, 
amounted  to  only  £1528 — not  sufficient  to  main- 
tain the  one  hundred  boys  then  on  board. 
None  are  received  under  twelve  or  over  fif- 
teen years  of  age ;  and  none  who  cannot 
pass  a  medical  examination.  Preference  is 
given  to  boys  belonging  to  Liverpool, but  others 
are  received     The  mayor  is  president  ex  officio. 

The  total  receipts  for  1867  were ,£2176.05.4 

And  the  expenses 2160.00.6 

I  am  not  aware  whether  or  no  the  Government 
has  furnished  the  ship,  but  1  presume  so. 

Some  of  the  items  of  maintenance  are — Salaries, 
£790;  provisions,  £598;  clothing,  £222;  outfit  for 
thirty- one  boys  sent  to  sea,  £138.  The  other  ship 
is  the  Akbar,^a  reformatory  institution,  and  con- 
stitutes a  branch  or  portion  of  the  'Liverpool 
Juvenile  Reformatory  Institution' ;  the  other 
parts  being  the  'Liverpool  Girls'  Reformatory' 
and  the  'Liverpool  Farm  School.'  The  Mayor  of 
Liverpool  is  the  president." 

Although  the  General  Government  will  un- 
doubtedly furnish,  upon  application  by  the  proper 
authorities,  a  suitable  vessel,  and  detail  an  able 
instructor  for  duty  at  this  port,  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  the  school  will  involve  a  con- 
siderable annual  expense  to  the  city;  and  your 
committee  have  been  advised  by  the  Cicy  Solicitor 
that  further  legislation  will  be  required  to  enable 
the  city  to  ap})ropriate  money  for  the  purpose.  A 
copy  of  his  opinion  is  appended ;  also  a  list  of  the 
branches  authorized  to  be  taught  in  our  schools, 
and  an  extract  from  an  opinion  of  Judge  Shaw 
bearing  upon  the  subject. 

The  question,  therefore,  to  be  determined  is 
whether,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  United 
States  Government,  it  is  expedient  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  organize  and  main- 
tain such  a  school.    It  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of 


course  that  the  offer  of  the  Government  should 
be  accepted.  Unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  re- 
sults of  such  an  establishment  are  likely  to  repay 
the  expense,  the  city  ought  not  to  act  in  the  mat- 
ter. Although  the  school  to  be  established  under 
the  auspices  of  the  national  authorities  will  be  on 
a  different  basis  from  the  one  established  by  the 
State  in  1860,  and  recently  abandoned,  an  exami- 
nati  jU  of  the  reasons  which  led  to  the  abandon^ 
ment  of  the  State  institution  cannot  fail  to  fur- 
nish some  useful  hints  upon  the  subject  now 
under  consideration. 

Governor  Washburn,  in  his  inaugural  address  to 
the  Legislature  in  1872,  said — 

■'The  Nautical  School  was  established  in  the 
belief  that  it  would  be  very  useful  in  forming 
a  good  class  of  sailors.  That  it  at  least  par- 
tially answered  this  expectation  while  the  war 
furnished  Doth  an  outlet  and  an  incentive 
to  the  boys,  is  unquestionably  tnie  ;  but  I 
seriously  doubt  the  wisdom  or  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing the  school.  At  the  date  of  the'  last  re- 
port 144  boys  were  on  the  schoolship,— kept  there 
at  an  expense  to  the  State  nearly  twice  as  great 
per  boy  as  is  incurred  for  thDse  at  AVestborough. 
No  thorough  classification  is  possible  on  board 
the  ship,  and  the  very  vicious  and  comparatively 
good  are  necessarily  crowdetl  together.  They  can- 
not be  kept  at  study  all  the  tune;  there  is' little 
opportunity  to  do  anything  else ;  and  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  provide  them  with  suitable 
work.  The  system  does  not  tend  to  reformation 
so  much  as  the  Westborough  systt  in.  Few  of  the 
boys  are  willing  to  go  to  sea,  and  steam  navigation 
having  to  so  great  an  extent  superseded  the  ne- 
cessity for  sailing  vessels,  there  is  not  much  de- 
mand for  them.  During  the  past  year  only  twen- 
ty-nine were  shipped,  of  whom  eleven  were  placed 
in  the  revenue  service,  from  which  mosi,  of  them 
promptly  deserted.  It  is  manifestly  unwise  to  ex- 
pend considerable  sums  in  fitting  boys  for  a  call- 
ing which  they  are  not  to  pursue,  aud  I  therefore 
recommend  that  early  provision  be  made  for  the 
close  of  the  school  and  the  sale  of  the  school- 
ship." 

As  the  proposed  school,  when  established,  would 
naturally  be  placed  under  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  School  Committee,  and  as  nothing 
can  be  done  until  after  the  next  Legislature  as- 
sembles, your  committee  would  recommend  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  the  school  board,  with  a 
request  to  consider  and  report  to  the  City  Council 
as  early  as  practicable  upon  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  nautical  school,  and  the  probable 
annual  expense  to  the  city  of  maintaining  the 
same. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 
Chas.  J.  Prescott, 

Of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
"W.  H.  West, 

Of  the  Common  Council. 

Following  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor : 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  2  Pemberton  ; 
Square, 

Boston,  Sept.  21, 1874. 
Sir— In  my  opinion,  the  City  Council  have  not  a 
legal  right  to  appropriate  money  from  the  city 
treasury  for  the  support  of  a  nautical  school, 
such  as  is  contemplated  by  the  accompanying 
order.  Municipal  authorities  cannot  raise  or  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  support  of  any  schools 
other  than  those  which  are  authorized  by  statute ; 
and  no  statute  authorizes  a  school  of  this  descrip- 
tion to  be  provided  for  at  the  expense  of  cities  or 
towns.  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Mr.  Alderman  Prescott,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West,  the  report  was  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

the  proposed  widenixg  of  tremont   street. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  widen- 
ins  Tremont  street  by  taking  a  portion  of  the 
Common  from  Park  to  Boylston  street. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Before  that  motion  is  put 
I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give  the  Council  some 
reason  why  he  makes  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  moved  to  take  the 
order  from  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  offering 
an  amendment  referring  the  matter  to  the  Street 
Commissioners.  A  petition  has  alreadv  been  pre- 
sented to  that  body  requesting  that  this  widen- 
ing shall   be   made,  and   in    accordance  with  the 
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usual  custom  of  that  board,  they  will  advertise 
for  hearings  upon  the  subject.  That  is  the  proper 
place  for  the  subject  to  go,  and  I  make  this  mo- 
tion in  order  to  get  the  order  off  the  programme. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then  there  can  be  no 
harm  in  allowing  the  order  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
If  any  petitions  for  that  widening  are  before  the 
Street  Commissioners  it  will  avail  nothing  to  have 
the  order  passed  in  this  body.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  motion  will  not  prevail  and  that  the  order  will 
continue  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Let  the  Street 
Commissioners  hear  the  petitioners,  pass  upon 
the  subject  and  then  submit  their  recommenda- 
tions to  the  City  Government. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost. 

COMPENSATION    TO  A  FIREMAN'S    FAMILY. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 

be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  the 

family  of  the  late  Mark  W.  Hayes  the  sum  of  one 

hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  cover  the  funeral  ex- 


penses of  said  Hayes  who  was  killed  while  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  as  driver  or"  Steam  Engine 
No.  26 ;  said  'sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Fire  Department. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the 
order  might  be  passed.  It  is  customary,  he  said, 
when  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  is  killed 
in  the  service  to  appropriate  a  certain  sum  for  his 
family.  The  order  came  in  proper  form  from  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

VACANCIES  FILLED. 

The  President  announced  tae  appointment  of 
Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  to  the  positions  in  the  joint 
committees  on  Public  Institutions,  and  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  made  vacast  bj^  the  death  of 
Hillman  B.  Barnes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    5,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  mcetin}!;  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen took  place  Monday,  Sept.  5,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M.,  his  Honor  Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Three  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  David  Snow,  that 
Atlantic  avenue  be  graded  and  put  in  order  near 
Arch  street,  as  the  occupants  of  petitioner's  build- 
ing claim  an  allowance  on  the  rent  on  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  streets ;  also  that  a  wooden 
building,  which  has  been  moved  into  the  street 
and  has  remained  there  some  two  months,  may  be 
removed;  also  complaining  of  the  Otis  estate  as  a 
nuisance. 

E.  F.  Sears  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Seaverns  avenue,  Ward  17. 

James  Reed  et  al.,  that  brick  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  north  side  of  Princeton  street,  between  Put- 
nam and  Prescott  streets. 

T.  C.  and  C.  F.  Newcomb  et  al.,  that  the  old 
part  of  Newcomb  (farmerly  Prescott)  street  be  re- 
graded  and  that  the  edgestones  and  sidewalks  be 
relaid. 

Emanuel  Downing  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be 
laid  on  the  south  side  of  Lexington  street,  from 
Putnam  to  Eagle  street. 

Pet(S?r  Higgms  et  al.,  that  Rockland  street,  be- 
tween Rockland  and  Walnut  avenues,  be  graded. 

Thomas  S.  Wales  et  al.,  that  the  extension  of 
Harvard  avenue  in  Ward  19  may  be  graded. 

John  R.  Duff  et  "I.,  thai  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Burroughs  street.  Ward  17. 

F.  J.  Baxter  et  al.,  that  Fifth  street  be  graded 
between  M  street  and  the  water. 

James  Riley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Foster  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  S.  E.  Decker,  for  abatement  of  better- 
ment assessment  on  land  in  Lincoln  street.  Ward 
19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  William  H.  Low 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Bedford  street,  from  Kings- 
ton to  CoUfmbia  street. 

Mai-y  A.  G.  Fuller,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  sewer  in  Clifton  street,  Ward  16. 

Franklin  Proctor,  for  the  removal  of  the  drain 
which  runs  through  his  land  on  Cottage  street. 

To  the  Canunittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Daniel  Goodnow,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Fulton  and  Rich- 
mond streets. 

David  C.  Hall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  forty  horses  on  Merrimac  street,  Nos.  156  and 
160. 

John  O'Hare,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  tor  three  horses  on  Knowlton  street,  in  the 
rear  near  Eight  street. 

Louis  Vogel,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Washington  and  Grove  streets. 
Ward  17. 

C.  W.  Ryan  et  al.,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  A.  J. 
Butterly  for  leave  to  remove  his  stable  to  Maverick 
street. 

Trustees  of  Boston  College,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain their  cellar  below  grade. 

P.  R.  Guiney,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  cellar  be- 
low grade  at  69.3  Harrison  avenue. 

Boston  Protective  Department,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  brick  stable  on  Osboni  place. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  George  S. 
Pendergast  and  others,  Assessors  of  Charlestown 
in  1873,  to  be  allowed  forservices  rendered  in  their 
oflQcial  capacity  to  April  1, 1874. 

DORCHESTER  BAY  SEWER. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  expediency 
of  taking  a  strip  of  land  five  feet  wide  and  seventy 
feet  long  belonging  to  Joseph  Ham  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  a  sewer  from  land  of  Moseley  to 
the  edge  of  the  marsh  in  Dorchester  Bay,  was  con- 
sidered, and  no  one  appearing  to  object,  the  sub- 
ject was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Ham  was  present,  and 
no  motion  of   Alderman    Power    the    su\)ject  was 


again  taken  up  in  order  to  give  Mr.  Ham  a  hear- 
ing. 

Mr.  Ham  objected  to  its  going  through,  as  he  did 
not  know  what  he  might  want  to  use  the  land  for, 
and  expected  to  receive  proper  compensation ;  if 
it  does  go  through  he  would  prefer  to  have  it  go 
through  the  centre  of  his  land. 

The  order  was  then  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

FAST  DRIVING  OK  THE  MILLDAM. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  9,ssiguiuent,  viz., 
an  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to 
streets,  so  as  to  admit  fast  driving  on  the  portion 
of  Brighton  avenue,  between  Beacon  street  and 
Cambridge  street.  Ward  19,  and  a  public  hearing 
was  given  the  petitioners  (John  She]iard  and 
others),  and  of  remonstrants  (Edward  D.  Sohier 
and  others). 

The  Mayor  read  the  section  of  the  ordinance 
with  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee. 

Augustus  Russ  appeared  for  the  petitioners,  and 
Francis  E.  Parker  for  the  remonstrants,  and  after 
some  preliminary  remarks  by  counsel  and  Alder- 
man Clark  relative  to  the  mode  of  procedure,  the 
petitioners  opened  their  case. 

Mr.  Russ  said  all  that  could  be  offered  as  testi- 
mony must  be  the  opinion  of  those  familiar  with 
trials  of  speed.  It  was  nothing  unusual  to  report 
an  ordinance  aijplNing  only  to  one  portion  of  the 
city.  Until  the  annexation  of  Brighton  the  law 
of  the  road,  if  there  was  any,  was  disregarded, 
and  gentlemen  owning  a  large  amount  of  taxable 
property  in  fast  horses  have  used  this  road  for 
trials  of  speed.  Now  all  they  ask  is  when  they  are 
returning  from  an  evening  drive,  if  they  have  a 
desire,  to  tlrive  beyond  the  absurd  limit  of  six 
miles  an  hour,  they  wish  the  privilege  of  do- 
ing so  without  being  stopped  by  a  policeman 
or  being  brought  into  court  next  day  as  a 
criminal.  He  understood  policemen  to  say  the 
effect  of  permitting  the  speeding  of  horses  on  this 
road  was  the  acquiescence  of  all  parties  in  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance  when  they  reached  that 
parr  of  the  city  where  there  are  dwellings. 

John  A.  Nowell,  called  by  Mr.  Russ,  thought 
there  would  be  very  little  danger  in  allowing  the 
horses  to  go  as  fast  as  they  could  trot ;  to  limit 
driving  everywhere  to  six  miles  an  hour  is  absurd  as 
are  other  statutes  on  our  books ;  there  are  two  mil- 
lion dollars  invested  in  horses  entirely  on  account 
of  their  speed ;  there  are  accidents  "on  the  mile 

f  round,  but  the  proportion  would  compare  very 
avorably  with  other  sections,  taking  the  speed 
into  consideration  ;  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  acci- 
dents result  from  the  carelessness  of  inexperi- 
enced drivers;  there  are  other  roads  where  per- 
sons who  wish  to  drive  slowly  can  enjoy  them- 
selves; such  a  display  of  fine  horses  always  at- 
tracts a  large  number  of  people ;  he  had  seen  the 
street  lined,  during  sleighing  time,  two  deep  on 
each  side,  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
horses  go  fast ;  it  attracts  aU  classes ;  he  thought 
the  fast  driving  should  be  done  under  the  surveil- 
lance of  the  police.  To  Mr.  Parker  he  said  there 
are  a  great  many  2.45  horses  in  Boston ;  horses, 
as  a  general  thing",  which  can  go  at  that  rate,  can 
be  stopped  easily,  for  they  are  well  broken ;  he 
once  owned  a  three-minute  horse,  which  his  child 
could  drive  easily ;  do  not  think  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity for  crossing  the  road  on  occasions  when 
people  are  trotting  their  horses. 

John  Shepard,  called  by  Mr.  Russ,  had  driven 
there  twenty  years  and  thought  it  caused  no  great 
inconvenience  to  citizens ;  the  exhibitions  there 
had  cauped  many  persons  to  go  there  and  after- 
ward pay  high  prices  for  horses;  generally  the 
drivers  acquiesce  in  the  rule  where  fast  ihiving  ij 
prohibited,  and  he  believed  the  petitioners  tie- 
sired  to  have  the  driving  under  police  regulations; 
thought  the  only  crossing  is  at  Harvard  street, 
about  the  end  of  the  ground ;  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  include  the  limit  between  Beacon  and 
Harvard  streets,  if  there  was  objection  to  extend- 
ing it  as  far  as  Cambridge  street. 

Mr.  Russ  called  the  names  of  several  gentlemen, 
but  none  responding,  he  said  the  petitioners  sup- 
posed the  case  of  itself  presented  suflBcient  ground 
without  additional  testimony  to  that  offered  to  the 
Committee  on  Or.iinan  ;es.  He  called  on  any  gen- 
tleman to  speak  for  the  petitioners,  but  nc  o'ue  re- 
sponded and  Mr.  Russ  said  he  would  rest  his  case 
for  the  present. 

After  a  brief  discussion  as  to  the  advisability  of 
putting  in  additional  testimony  for  the  petitioners 
between  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Russ,  Mr.  Nowell  ex- 
plained his  remark  that  he  did  not  see  any  neces- 
sity of  crossing  the    street ;  he    had    seen"  i)eople 
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crossing  the  street  to  get  better  positions,  but  did 
not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  it  while  the 
horses  were  being  driven  fast,  any  more  than 
thei'e  v'oiild  be  crossing  a  railroad  tracli  when  a 
locomotive  is  passing,  and  it  was  equally  dan- 
gerous. 

E.  D.  Sohier,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  lie  had 
lived  in  that  vicinity  twenry-seven  years,  and  on 
the  mile  ground  ten  years.  The  practice  of  racing- 
is  exceedingly  unsafe  and  a  nuisance  to  the  peo- 
ple living  there.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Nowell 
as  to  the  danger  of  crossing  the  street.  It 
is  not  till  within  eight  years  that  theie  has  been 
this  fast  racing  in  sleighs,  which  began  on  the 
Neck,  and  then  on  the  Tremont  road,  and  in  Brook- 
line,  but  it  was  stopped  at  those  places,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  mile  ground.  The  road  is 
only  forty  feet  between  the  sidewalks,  and  with 
two  rows  of  sleighs  on  each  side,  with  two  lines  of 
racers  between,  it  was  utterly  Impossible  to  turn 
into  or  out  of  their  gates,  and  if  they  did  they 
were  liable  to  abuse  from  the  drivers,  some 
of  whom  were  exceedingly  drunk.  He  did  not 
believe  any  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  petition  would 
allow  their  wives  to  be  driven  there  by  ordinary 
drivers.  The  abutters  regarded  the  sleigh  racing 
as  temporary,  and  never  complained  of  it.  Kacmg 
on  wheels  began  to  be  common  in  1871  or  1872, 
when  Broobline  made  repairs  on  the  road.  In  1873 
it  became  more  troublesome,  and  this  year  it 
became  such  a  nuisance  that  the  abutters  sent  in 
a  petition  to  the  police  to  stop  it.  A  great  number 
of  accidents  have  taken  place,  and  several  this 
year.  In  point  of  fact,  the  racing  has  stopped  up 
the  public  way.  The  drivers  are  not  the  gentlemen 
present,  and"  you  generally  see  them  by  their 
cigars  in  the  dark.  To  let  up  all  restraint,  as  is 
proposed,  would  greatly  increase  the  danger  on 
this  thoroughfare  to  'Brookline,  Brighton  and 
Newton.  It  is  an  important  line  of  travel.  If  a 
citizen  gets  in  the  line  of  a  racer  he  runs  the  citi- 
zen down,  or  if  the  latter  smashes  him  tlie  driver 
abuses  him.  Either  t^e  racing  or  all  quiet  driving 
must  stop.  There  are  lulls  when  you  can  get  in  and 
out.  St.  Mary's,  Essex,  St.  Paul,  Pleasant,  Babcock, 
Harvard,  Allston  and  some  other  streets  or  lanes 
open  on  to  the  avenue,  on  all  of  which  people  live, 
and  have  occasion  to  use  this  road.  There  are 
great  nuisances  on  all  such  places  in  the  form  of 
liquor  shops,  which  do  not  tend  to  increase  the  se- 
curity from  drivers.  People  have  tried  this  expe- 
riment there,  in  violation  of  the  law,  and  it  has  be- 
come a  nuisance.  Close  and  fast  driving  occurs 
only  in  tie  evening,  for  a  short  time.  The  better 
class  of  gentlemen  disappear  about  dusk,  and 
then  the  worst  class  of  drivers  comes  down.  To 
grant  this  petition  would  bring  other  classes 
there;  it  would  give  unlimited  license  to  speed; 
six  miles  an  hour  is  an  unreasonable  limi- 
tation in  some  streets  of  the  city,  but  the 
ordinance  proposed  will  limit  drivers  to 
that  speed  every  where  except  on  the 
mile  ground.  This  promiscuous  driving  is 
more  dangerous  than  on  any  race  course.  The 
Brighton  race  course  is  near  by  and  gave  a  great 
impetus  to  this  fast  driving.  He  suggested  that 
the  road  at  the  reservoir  could  be  used.  To  Mr. 
Russ  Mr.  Sohier  said  there  were  very  few  abutters 
on  that  road ;  there  are  only  two  streets  which 
cross  the  avenue  ;  the  locality  of  the  rapid  driving 
depend  on  the  order  the  road  is  in;  the  city  has 
lately  repaired  it,  and  the  driving  is  extending  up 
toward  the  upper  end.  Brighton  and  Brookline 
have  done  repairs  on  the  road  at  different  times, 
but  he  could  not  compare  it  with  other  roads. 
The  exhibition  of  racing  brings  out  a  fine  display 
of  horses  there ;  he  should  like  to  be  driving  some 
of  thote  flue  horses  himself.  A  great  number  of 
people  drive  out  there  and  get  a  safe  position  on 
each  side  to  see  the  driving,  and  a  long  line  of  teams 
on  each  side  contains  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
our  most  respectable  citizens,  who  go  there  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives.  There  would  be  a 
vast  deal  more  trouble  in  controlling  drunken  men 
behind  fast  horses  than  it  would  in  other  places. 
There  is  occasional  fast  driving  during  the  day, 
but  the  principal  part  of  it  has  been  in  the  after- 
noon and  evening  He  drives  over  this  road 
during  a  large  part  of  the  year ;  would  not  give 
much  for  a  horse  that  would  not  go  from  here  to 
Nahant  in  an  hour ;  think  the  rate  for  Washing- 
ton street  should  not  be  enforced  in  many  other 
streets.  He  remonstrated  against  the  race  track, 
because  it  had  become,  when  the  old  half-mile 
track  was  there,  a  very  low  place :  he  remonstratefl 
against  changing  it  to  a  mile  track  because  of 
the  grog  shops  and  other  coucomitants  of  race 


courses.  He  failed  in  his  opposition,  but  had  seen 
the  evils  he  predicted. 

F.  L.  Wiuship,  called  by  Mi-.  Parker,  said  he 
lived  on  Gardner  street,  and  sometimes  travelled 
on  the  mile  ground,  which  for  many  years  had 
never  been  under  police  regulations;  he  had  sent 
petitions  to  the  Brighton  Selectmen  to  have  police 
stationed  there ;  he  opposed  the  riotous  driving- 
there  on  account  of  the  safety  of  himself  and 
family  and  friends  who  came  to  his  house ;  there 
are  two  sclioolhouses  there,  and  the  pupils  have 
to  cross  this  road  four  times  a  day.  It  is  at  times 
exceedingly  difficult  and  dangerous  to  get  across 
this  street;  he  had  got  policemen  stationed  there, 
and  until  the  mounted  police  came  there  it 
was  very  dangerotis  ;  some  of  the  mounted  police 
said  they  were  afraid  to  ride  their  horses 
there  at  first;  many  children  ha'^e  to  cross  the 
road  every  day.  To  Mr,  Russ  he  said  a  great  deal 
of  reckless  driving  was  done  by  men  perfectly 
sober;  if  he  understood  correctly,  some  of  the 
reckless  drivers  had  signed  the  petition;  he  had 
been  so  informed  by  the  police.  There  are  nearer 
thirty  than  nine  houses  on  that  portion  of  the  road 
they  "propose  to  exempt;  the  bulk  of  the  road  is 
thinly  ichabited,  but  a  great  many  people  live  off 
the  load  who  are  obliged  to  use  it  for  travel.  The 
second  lot  from  the  road,  he  had  been  informed, 
was  bid  in  last  fall  ai;  forty  cents,  which 
sold  at  forty-five  a  year  ago,  and  he  believed 
real  estate  has  gone  down  in  value  along 
that  line.  Some  lots  have  doubled  within 
the  past  five  years,  but  he  would  not  say  the 
whole  territory  had.  He  understood  that  this  re- 
peal would  place  them  without  any  protection 
from  the  police.  It  v.ould  not  in  his  opinion  be 
as  easy  to  control  that  load  a  single  hour  in  the 
day  as  for  the  whole  day ;  they  did  have  good 
police  regulations,  but  understood  that  they  had 
been  taken  off  through  the  influence  of  some 
members  of  the  City  Government;  there  has  been 
a  disposition  to  ignore  the  quiet  people  of  Brigh- 
ton, and  there  had  never  been  any  restrictior?  on 
careless  and  reckless  driving  under  a  town  gov- 
ernment. Now  the  reckleso  drivers  want  to  do 
the  same  thing  under  a  city  government ;  all  he 
asked  was  to  keep  away  the  nuisance  from  which 
they  had  sufff  red  for  two  years. 

William  H.  Poster,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  had 
resided  on  the  mile  ground  nineteen  years,  in 
peaceful  possession  till  within  a  few  years.  It  is 
a  most  abominable,  intolerable  nuisance  to  allow 
the  fast  driving  to  continue.  He  could  not  get 
into  or  out  of  his  gate ;  he  had  to  fall  into  a  line, 
and  when  he  went  to  cross  the  road  to  go  into  the 
gate  he  had  endured  a  great  deal  of  cursing  from 
the  drivers.  Not  long  ago  he  had  to  keep  ayoung 
lady  at  his  house  till  after  evening,  for  fear  she 
would  be  injured.  Accidents  are  very  frequent, 
horses  are  maimed ;  remember  finding  a  horse  dying 
on  the  road,  took  the  horse  on  a  drag  and  rolled  him 
up  to  his  house  and  kept  him  two  days,  when  he 
died  ;  that  horse  had  been  left  there  to  starve  to 
death  by  his  owner.  People  driving  from  the 
streets  named  by  Mr.  Sohier  have  got  to  cross  the 
avenue  in  order  to  get  on  the  line  of  travel.  The 
neighborhood  is  fast  building  up  there,  and  this  is 
a  trunk  road  into  which  those  six  or  seven  roads 
empty.  To  Mr.  Russ  he  said  there  were  decidedly 
more  than  a  dozen  houses  on  the  mile  ground,  but 
it  is  thinly  settled, although  a  great  many  families 
live  near  there  and  have  to  cross  this  road.  He 
did  not  know  what  he  could  get  for  his  land  now 
and  did  not  think  the  assessed  valuation  is  d'^uble 
vvhat  It  was  five  years  ago.  In  his  judgment  ab- 
solute prohibition  is  better  than  the  license  of  an 
hour  a  day ;  there  is  a  race  course  where  they  can 
go  and  break  their  necks ;  the  regulations  of  the 
last  two  months  have  been  very  near  perfection. 
He  v/as  not  a  horse  man  and  never  drove  fast 
horses.  To  Mr.  Parker  he  said  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  proposition  for  a  license  for  an  hour  a  day. 

Mr.  Winship  recalled,  said  many  of  the  children 
who  go  to  those  schools  have  had  to  cross  the  ave- 
nue. 

Cyrus  H.  Brown,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  he 
lived  on  Allston  street;  the  nuisance  is  great  and 
intolerable :  more  people  probably  cross  near  Alls- 
ton  streec  than  at  any  other  point;  he  had  great 
reason  to  remonstrate ;  his  son,  in  attempting  to 
cross  the  street  was  run  over  and  his  right  arm 
broken,  for  which  he  had  not  prosecuted  the 
town ;  the  man  who  ran  over  him  did  not  stop  to 
pick  up  the  boy;  this  was  in  sleighing  time.  It  is 
one  of  the  greatest  trunk  roads  leading  into  Bos- 
ton. To  Mr.  Russ  he  said  the  accident  occurred 
about  five  o'clock;  the  road  was  thronged.     He 
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could  not  say  what  ilie  thoiisaiuls  went  there  for, 
and  had  >io  ilouljt  many  went  to  see  the  exhibi- 
tion of  horses;  many  of  thorn  might  be  peaceable 
citizens,  but  he  was  not  able  to  jndae. 

S.  \.  Dickerman,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  he 
lived  on  Allston  street;  called  the  fast  driving- 
dangerous,  althougii  he  considered  himself  a  good 
driver;  he  had  a  boy  of  seven  who  has  to  go  on  to 
the  road  to  go  to  school.  He  liked  to  have  his 
■wife  come  to  the  city  for  him  to  drive  out  with 
him,  and  he  thought  it  unsafe  for  her  to  drive  in 
at  Those  hours,  and  often  he  thought  it  unsafe  to 
drive  out  himself.  To  Mr.  Russ  he  said  his  wife 
■would  have  to  go  round  by  Brookline  and  the  road 
to  the  reservoir,  a  mile  aiid  a  half  out  of  the  way; 
ii  would  be  a  mile  farther  to  go  tlirough  Caiii- 
bridgeport,  besides  not  being  a  good  road. 

(ieorge  W.  Torrey,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  he 
lived  at  Cottage  Farms ;  passed  over  the  road  daily, 
saw  great  many  accidents — carriages  smashed  up ; 
the  last  one  was  at  the  end  of  his  street — a  car- 
riage was  smashed  by  fast  driving;  there  is  more 
danger  when  there  is  racing  at  the  race  course ; 
do  not  know  that  it  would  be  any  worse  with  re- 
striction than  it  is  now.  To  Mr  .'Russ  he  said  he 
did  not  think  the  police  do  any  good  now,  and  at 
certain  times  as  many  police  as  you  might  put  on 
would  have  no  effect;  he  had  never  se°n  ladies 
run  into  on  that  road;  he  was  only  three  minutes 
from  Brighton  avenue,  and  a  mile  from  Beacon 
street. 

Mr.  P^^rker  then  addressed  the  Board  in  behalf 
of  the  remonstrants ;  a  strong  case  cannot  be  put 
too  gently,  and  he  would  ti-y  to  be  as  moderate  as 
possible.  Six  miles  an  hour  is  too  slow  for  all 
parts  of  the  city;  the  remonstrants  are  willing  to 
have  a  fair  law  applicable  to  all  sections,  relaxing 
that  rule ;  they  had  no  objections  to  fast  horses  and 
fast  driving,  but  nobody  can  examine  this  ordi- 
nance without  ijronouncing  it  the  most  extraordi- 
nary piece  of  legislation  attempted  to  be  made  in 
behalf  of  one  class,  who  are  rich  and  are  to  be 
furnished  a  free  race  course  by  public  taxation; 
this  would  be  in  favor,  not  of  the  people,  but 
of  a  class  of  people  worth  two  millions  in  fast 
horses ;  it  is  the  millionnaires  who  ask  to  take  this 
highway  for  a  race  course  at  the  public  exiiense  ; 
it  IS  one  of  the  great  trunk  roads  leading  into 
Boston.  First,  you  should  not  establish  a  trotting 
park  at  the  public  expense,  and  second,  if 
you  do  establish  such  a  park,  it  should  not 
be  on  a  public  highway.  He  did  not  know 
■«'hat  people  would  say  to  this  question,  but  was 
confident  so  intelligent  a  Board  would  not  en- 
tertain the  idea.  This  highway  is  for  the  public 
to  travel  on.  This  proposition,  as  put  by  one  of 
the  petitioners,  is  to  make  that  road  as  "danger- 
ous to  cross  as  a  railroad  track  with  a  locomo- 
tive coming.  The  ordinance  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee liberates  this  road  from  police  control;  a 
highway  will  be  stopped  up  for  the  owners  of 
$2,000,000  worth  of  fast  horses,  and  this  from  the 
admission  of  their  own  witnesses.  This  road  is 
one  of  the  three  great  inlets  from  the  country,  on 
■which  there  are  two  schools,  into  which  several 
streets  debouch,  with  a  growing  neighborhood, 
and  this  road,  this  highway,  you  are  to  turn  into  a 
race  course,  and  to  tax  tlie'))eople  every  year  to 
maintain.  It  is  not  proposed  to  allow  one  "hour  a 
day ;  if  it  were,  ■what  right  have  the  Board  to  shut 
up  a  road  for  twenty-three  hours,  rii<l  let  it  be 
open  for  one  hour.  Rather  let  them  go  there 
and  break  the  law  at  all  hours.  No  one  has 
any  protection  except  a  suit  for  damages,  and 
that  is  no  protection  to  a  man's  wife  and  fa'nily. 
If  notice  is  once  given  that  2.30  horses  may  be 
driven  fast  there,  will  it  not  also  be  giving  notice 
to  everybody  else  to  keep  off  the  course  ?  If  this 
has  been  done  in  the  green  tree,  when  prohibited, 
wliat  will  not  be  done  in  the  dry,  when  all  restric- 
tion is  taken  off  ?  It  will  be  a' free  racing  park, 
and  everybody  with  a  horse,  fast  or  slow, 
will  go  tliijre  to  try  to  make  him  go.  If  .\ou 
establish  this  race  course  under  police  reg- 
ulations, such  regulations  would  be  very  curi- 
ous indeed;  for  the  men  might  drive  fast 
and  not  be  drunk  or  nois^v  ; "  whereas  if  it 
is  once  established  as  a  quiet  race  course,  the  pro- 
tection of  the  police  will  not  amount  to  anything. 
This  city  refused,  last  year,  to  license  boys  to  play 
ball  on  the  Common,  for  fear  some  one  would  be 
hurt,  and  now  the  proposition  is  to  put  on  a  force 
of  police  to  protect  a  free  race  course  and  keep 
the  men  from  beine  drunk  and  swearing.  As  a 
citizen  he  would  feel  great  mortifieation  were 
such  an  ordinance  )iassed  an<l  have  the  country 
members  of  the  General  Court  come  here  next 
winter  and  annul  it.    He    appealed  to  the  Board 


not  to  grant  the  petition,  and  believed  the  peti- 
tioners would  think  better  of  it  after  going  home 
and  sleeping  on  it.  The  committee,  in  reporting 
the  ordinanoe,  had  taken  a  step  without  seeing  the 
consequences. 

Mr.  Russ  closed  the  case  for  the  petitioners.  He 
thouglit  the  tenacity  of  a  few  jjersons  clinging  to 
their  privileges,  against  the  comfort  of  the  many, 
was  the  basis  on  which  the  remonstrants  stand. 
Their  wit. lesses  are  the  abutters  on  a  thinly  set- 
tled territory;  a  highway  was  never  asked  to  be 
laid  out  but  the  abutters  came  and  protested 
against  it;  but  the  abutters  who  object  to  horse 
railroads  and  new  highways  are  ready,  a  year 
after,  to  say  they  are  glad  of  it.  The  liixuries  of 
life  are  allied  to  the  necessities,  and  ])eopie  want 
one  as  well  as  the  other.  The  whole  com- 
munity have  had  a  cultivated  taste  for  horses, 
not  merely  the  people  owning  them.  The  humblest 
who  cannot  afford  to  keep  a  horse,  as  well  as  those 
who  can,  go  out  by  thousands,  to  the  mile  ground 
and  take  their  families  there  to  enjoy  the  carnival 
of  pleasure  in  the  exhibition  of  as  tine  horses  as 
there  are  in  New  England.  It  is  just  as  well  to 
use  a  portion  of  this  road  for  such  trials  of  speed 
as  it  is  to  give  it  to  a  horse  railroad.  The  comfort 
and  enjoyinent  of  the  great  number  must  be  al- 
lowed m  preference  to  the  wishes  of  a  tew. 
Against  the  few  families  there  he  put  the  wishes 
of  the  tiiousands  of  every  class,  from  every  part  of 
the  city,  who  demand  this  boon.  The"  three 
petitions  number  very  many  respectable  names ; 
they  desire  not  an  unrestricted  race  course,  but 
a  road  on  which  they  can  drive  their  horses  at 
speed  under  proper 'regulations.  It  shows  the 
good  faith  of  the  petitioners  in  not  desiring  to 
ride  over  their  fellow  men;  it  is  asked  for  by  re- 
spectable men,  and  an  authority  exists  in  the  po- 
lice to  regulate  the  conduct  of  men  who  are 
noisy,  riotoas  and  drunk.  Mr.  Russ  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  General  Statutes  in  regard  to 
the  powers  of  the  police,  and  thought  that  if 
these  gentlemen  could  not  speed  their  horses 
without  creating  a  disturbance  they  must  be 
suppressed.  The  city  could  line  the  road  with  a 
cordon  of  police  and  enforce  the  law.  It  is  the  old 
worn  argument  of  prohibiting  a  thing  you  cannot 
prohibit.  This  terrible  nuisance  seems  to  have 
come  from  the  fact  that  the  public  have  been  op- 
posed to  the  enforcement  of  this  law;  and  now  the 
petitioners  say,  Give  us  an  ordinance  you  can  en- 
force; put  us  in  a  position  so  that  we  will  not  be 
classed  with  the  riotous  and  disorderly  and  bring 
do^wn  the  terrors  of  the  law  on  those  who  ilisobey 
the  law.  There  was  the  same  fear  of  accidents 
when  railroads  were  first  talked  of ;  it  reminded 
him  of  the  story  of  the  man  who  was  afraid  to  get 
married  because  he  was  afraid  he  should  have  a 
child  and  the  child  fall  into  a  pot  and  get  scalded. 
The  Board  must  see  that  the  apiJlication  is  from 
a  great  number  for  a  still  greater  number,  and  is 
opposed  by  the  few  who  live  on  the  road.  Mr. 
Russ  instanced  precedents  in  Chicago,  New  York 
and  other  cities,  where  beautiful  lines  of  road  aie 
laid  out  for  this  purpose.  This  petition  is  in  the 
line  of  progress,  and  to  grant  it  will  be  an  act  the 
city  will  not  be  ashamed  of  in  the  future. 

This  ended  the  hearing,  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Cutter  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  for  Monday  next  at  half- 
past  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Clark  m  the  chair. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIEMED. 

Constables— C.  S.  Emery,  Charles  S.  Black,  John 
M.  Hodgate,  John  May,  John  C.  Robinson,  Henry 
C.  Stratton,  Charles  li.  Cutter,  George  Richaid'- 
son. 

Special  Police — John  Gibbons,  "Washington  Pipe 
Works,  Saratoga  and  Pope  streets;  "WiUiam  Chan- 
ning  Clapp,  Clapp  place,  Five  Corners;  S.  Walter 
Wales,  Columbia  street  and  its  vicinity,  Ward  16; 
Daniel  W.  Carney,  Winthrop  Hall,  Cha'rlestown. 

HOTEL  AT  CITY  POINT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  live  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  the  reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petitions  of  G.  H.  Walcott,  for  inuholder's  and 
billiard  licenses  at  City  Point. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  further  considera- 
tion of  them  was  specially  assigned  to  5  P.  M.  next 
IMonday. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  boiler  and  engine  in  a  building  to  be 
used  as  aljarrel  factory,  by  George  &  Proctor,  on 
corner  of  K  and  First  streets,  and  Porter  &  Co 
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613  Atlantic  avenue ;  aucl  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  liearings  thereon  on  Monday,  October 
26th,  instant,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  all  parties 
objecting  to  the  grautina;  of  the  same. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  fit  up  a  room  in  the  Court  House,  Court 
square,  for  the  temporary  care  of  insane  persons. 
Estimated  expense,  flOOO'. 

Order  to  pave  Washington  street,  from  Chester 
square  to  Newton  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks.   Estimated  cost,  $.52,000. 

Order  to  pave  Washington  street,  from  Waltham 
street  to  Newton  street,  with  small  granite  blocks. 
E-itimated  cost,  $68,000. 

Order  to  pave  Albany  street,  from  Concord 
street  to  the  Roxbury  Canal,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  :^25,000. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Company  B  First  Infantry,  Com- 
pany C  Ninth  Infantry^  John  Bryant,  Shaw  and 
Sharp  and  D.  Sharp.    Severally  referred. 

Certificates  of  the  appointment  of  Asa  H.  Caton 
on  Committees  on  Common,  etc.,  and  I'ublic  In- 
stitutions, to  fill  vacancies.    The  Board  concurred. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  §150,  to  defray  funeral 
expenses  of  Mark  W.  Hayes,  a  fireman,  who  was 
killed  i»  the  performance  of  his  duty.    Passed. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Charles  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  was  presented,  duly  certified, 
and  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Report  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  July,  August  and  September — 
Received  of  the  City  Treasurer,  $21,659;  dis- 
bursed, $21,211 ;  balance  on  hand  Oct.  1,  $448;  July 
applicants,  1326;  August  applicants,  1275;  Sep- 
tember applicants,  1360.    Sent  down. 

Inspector  of  biff  liters.  Quartery  rejjort  for  Oct.  1 — 
Receipts,  S!i941.85;  expenses  of  oftice,  $47.73;  di- 
vided by  the  incumbents,  $1895.12;  vessels  in- 
spected, 4S7;  cargoes  of  same,  33,870  tons.  Sent 
down. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  license  from  the  State  Board  of  Harbor 
Commissioners  far  the  city  to  extend  Swett  street 
by  constructing  a  bridge  or  solid  structure  across 
South  Bay.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  suDmitted  reports  as  follows  : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  George  Sparhawk,  to  be  paid  for  sods 
and  loam  taken  from  his  estate  in  Brighton  in 
1873. 

Report  that  the  City  Council  has  no  power  to 
grant  the  petition  of  Peter  Hobart,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that 
an  allowance  be  made  from  the  city  treasury  to 
Thomas  D.  Johnson,  who  was  injured  while  in  the 
employ  of  a  person  under  contract  with  the   city. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  James  A.  Kemp,  that  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  overflow  from  a  sewer  upon  his  laud 
be  abated,  as  the  evil  complained  of  has  been  rem- 
edied. 

Report  on  petition  of  C.  C.  CobJeigh  et  al.,  to  be 
paid  foi  damages  caused  to  the  wells  on  their  es- 
tates by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  North  Har- 
vard street,  Ward  19,  that  the  city  is  not  liable  for 
the  damages  suffered  by  tiie  petitioners. 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Saner  to  be  paid 
for  damages  caused  by  the  construction  of  a  sew- 
er in  Halleck  street,  tiiat  if  the  petitioner  has  any 
claim  it  is  against  the  person  who  contracted  to 
])erfo;m  the  work,  and  not  against  the  city. 

Severally  accepted. 

METROPOLITAN  AND  HIGHLAND  RAILROADS. 

Alderman  Cutter  for  himself  aud  Alderman 
Power,  a  uifijority  of  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  rej/ort  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  for 
leave  to  use  the  tracks  of  the  Highland  Railway 
in  Shawmut  avenue  and  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Peters,  a  minority  of  the  ^ame  com- 
mittee, otfered  the  following"  as  a  substitute  for 
the  report  of  the  majority: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  and  hereby  is  given 
to  the  Metropolitan  Radroad  Company,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  this  Board,  to  enter  upon 
and  use  with  its  Egleston-square  line  of  cars  the 
tracks  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company 
on  Guild  row,  Roxbury  street  aud  Sh;iwmut  ave- 
nue ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  lay  down  such   con- 


nections, switches  and  curves  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  connect  in  a  proper  manner  the  track-;  of 
said  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Washington  street, 
south  of  Dtidley  street,  with  the  tracks  of  said 
Highland  Railway  Company  on  Guild  row. 

Alderman  Peters— I  voted  in  favor  of  granting 
the  petition  of  the  Higliland  Railroad  for  leave  to 
run  over  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
in  Comhdl  and  Washington  street  because  I 
thought  it  was  a  reasonable  request  for  leave  to 
accommodate  the  public.  These  streets  belong  to 
the  luiblic,  and  this  Board  should  give  the  same 
rights  to  one  road  that  it  does  to  another.  The 
Egleston-square  cars  have  to  run  over  Washington 
street  as  far  as  Boylston  street  or  Temple  place, 
and  get  into  Tremout  street  that  way,  which  makes 
a  delay  of  at  least  five  minutes,  besides  tilling 
Washington  street  between  Dover  and  Boylston 
streets  with  cars.  The  number  of  cars  proposed 
to  be  run  ou  this  route  is  six  an  hour 
each  way,  and  the  trip  can  be  made  over 
Shawmut  avenue  in  five  "minutes  less  than  now. 
The  granting  of  this  petition  will  not  damage  the 
rights  of  the  Highland  Railroad  by  taking  the 
fares  of  passengers,  for  the  cars  are  generally  full 
when  they  come  to  Dudley  street;  and  if  they 
should  take  in  jjassengers  on  Shawmut  avenue  the 
statutes  provide  a  means  of  resort  to  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  and  the  Railroad  Commissioners 
would  allow  such  reasonable  compensation  as 
would  be  just.  I  therefore  move  that  the  order 
be  substituted  for  the  report  of  the  majority. 

Alderman  Cutter — How  is  it  that  they  save  five 
minutes'  time  wheu  the  distance  is  the  same? 

Alderman  Peters— There  is  not  a  very  great  dif- 
ference in  the  distance,  but  the  saving  occurs  in 
Shawmut  avenue  wheie  there  is  plenty  of  room. 
There  is  never  a  great  jam  on  Shawmut  avenue, 
but  there  is  frequent  delay  on  Washington  street 
between  Dover  and  Boylston  streets ;  I  never 
heard  there  was  a  jam  on  Shawmut  avenue  be- 
tween these  two  points. 

Alderman  Cutter—  The  Alderman  does  not  pro- 
duce the  merits  of  the  case.  The  reason  why  five 
minutes  are  saved  is  because  the  Highland  road 
runs  at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour,  while  the 
Metropolitan  runs  at  only  five.  Therefore  if  you  let 
the  Metropolitan  cars  on  Shawmut  avenue  tliey  will 
not  save  those  five  minutes  but  block  up  the  street. 
Shawmut  avenue  i'i  the  only  road  the  Highland  cars 
come  in  on,  while  the  Metropolitan  road  has  tracks 
on  Harrison  avenue,  Washington  and  Tremont 
streets  and  elsewhere.  If  you  allow  this  petition  the 
Highland  road  will  rightly  come  in  here  aud  ask 
the  privilege  of  running  their  cars  on  Washington 
street  and  elsewhere  on  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan road.  Besides,  there  are  no  petitioners  for 
this  thing  except  the  President  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad.  If  the  people  in  that  locality  desire 
to  be  accommodated  in  this  way,  they  would 
naturallv  appear  here  with  petitions.  But  no  such 
petition  has  reached  this  Board.  Therefore  I  see 
no  merit  iu  the  gentleman's  substitute  for  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Peter.s— If  the  iunabitauts  of  Ward  17 
had  knou'u  that  this  matter  was  coming  up  they 
would  have  sent  in  a  great  number  of  petitions. 
But  it  is  not  a  question  to  be  decided  by  petitions. 
The  Alderman  seems  to  look  upon  the  rights  of 
only  one  railroad  iu  this  matter.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a' question  as  to  the  rights  of  the  railroads  at 
all.  If  the  public  can  be  better  accommodated  by 
having  these  cars  ruu  over  Shawmut  avenue  1 
would  vote  for  it ;  or  if  that  result  could  be  ac- 
complished by  allowing  the  Highland  cars  to  ruu 
down  AVashiiigton  street,  I  would  vote  for  that. 
I  vote  for  what  I  believe  will  benefit  the  people 
living  along  the  line.  If  petitioners  would  carry 
it  then  I  know  that  everybody  on  the  line  of  Wash- 
ington street  iu  Ward  17  would  sign  a  iietition  to 
have  it  done. 

Alderman  Brooks — As  this  is  an  important  sub- 
ject, and  as  the  hour  is  quite  late,  1  move  tliat 
further  consideration  of  it  be  po-tponed  till  Mon- 
day next,  at  half -past  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alaerman  Pov\er — I  think  wo  are  as  well  pre- 
pared to  settle  this  question  tonight  as  we  will  be 
next  Monday.  AVe  are  now  detained  beyond  the 
usual  hour,  and  1  hone  this  matter  will  be  settled. 
I  think  a  reisort  as  preposterous  ami  unreasonable 
as  this  of  the  minority  might  oe  very  easily  set- 
tled. The  gentleman  argues  that  if  citizens  of 
Ward  17  were  aware  this  matter  was  coining  \\\i 
they  would  come  in  with  petitions.  I  tiiink  that 
is  preposterous.  It  must  be  apparent  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Ward  17  that  a  line  of  railroad,  controlled 
by  one  company,  should  be  regulated  by  that 
company.    If  the  Metropolitan  road  see  tit'  to  in- 
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creai^e  thoir  time  to  six  miles  an  hour  they  can 
do  so.  If  tliey  are  allowed  to  run  on  Shaw- 
mnt  avenue  there  will  he  two  competing  roads 
running  on  one  track,  and  there  will  he  a  con- 
stunt  conflict.  You  might  just  as  well  say  that 
running  another  railroad  to  Lowell,  parallel  with 
the  Boston  &  Lowell  Kail  road,  would  not  take  any 
passengers  from  the  present  road,  as  to  say  the 
granting  of  this  petition  will  not  injure  the  High- 
land road.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  people  will 
he  hetter  accommodated  as  they  are  now.  1  hope, 
for  these  reasons,  that  the  special  assignment  will 
not  prevail,  and  that  the  suhject  will  be  settled 
tonight. 

Aldeiman  Vrescott — I  trust  the  motion  to  a.-smn 
will  not  prevail.  I  agree  entirely  with  the  re- 
marks made  hy  the  Aldermen  from  Wards  6  and 
12.  It  must  he  apparent  to  memhers  of  the  Board 
that  this  is  plain'y  a  case  to  he  settled  tonight. 
To  grant  this  petition  will  seem  preposterous.  We 
have  much  business  accumulating,  and  I  hope  this 
will  hu  disposed  of  this  evening. 

Alderman  Hall — I  see  no  particular  necessity  fer 
pressing  this  matter  this  evening,  although  when 
the  order  came  in  here  to  allow  the  Highland  road 
to  run  its  cars  over  the  Metropolitan  track  in  Corn- 
hill  it  was  urged  as  a  neces'sity,  and  passed  the 
same  evening,  no  one  being  given  a  chance  to  be 
heard.  I  hope  that  fairness  will  prevail,  and  the 
public  will  be  given  time  to  look  into  this  matter, 
and  I  tru^t  the  order  will  lie  over  for  a  week.  If 
the  iJeople  in  Roxbury  want  to  come  here  and  be 
heard,  let  them  come.  This  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  committee  three  months;  it  certainly  v.'ill 
keep  a  short  week. 

Alderman  Teters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost — yeas 
4,  nays  8 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Peters,  Stebbins 
—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Worthington— 8. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  motion  to  substi- 
tute. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Metropolitan  Railroad 
are  not  very  anxious  for  this  petition.  They  have 
not  pressed  the  committee  to  make  a  report,  and 
they  stated  that  they  should  not  have  aslied  tor  it 
except  that  the  Highland  Railroad  had  got  the 
privilege  of  running  round  the  circuit,  showing 
conclusively  that  it  is  not  very  material  to  them. 
But  we  have  got  to  act  upon  their  petition. 

Alderman  Peters — The  majority  of  the  Paving- 
Committee  seem  to  have  learned  a  great  deal  of 
their  argument  since  last  Thursday  afternoon.  The 
President  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  has  spoken 
of  this  matter,  and  urged  us  to  make  this  report. 
An  Alderman  in  this  Board  asked  about  this  re- 
port and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  assured 
him  that  it  had  been  made;  I  did  not  contradict 
him,  thinking  he  might  be  rio-ht,  and  I  might  lie 
mistaken.  It  is  not  stating  the  ques'ion  properly 
to  say  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  do  not  want 
it.  This  Board  granted  the  Highland  road  the 
right  to  go  round  the  circuit,  and  now  I  think  it  is 
the  merest  reciprocity  to  allow  the  Metropolitan 
to  use  the  tracks  of  the  Highland. 

Alderman  Hall— I  am  aware  that  it  is  veiy  un- 
popular to  say  anything  in  this  Board  in  favor  of 
the  Metropolitan  "Railroad.  They  have  lost  pres- 
tige simply  because  they  have  lost  the  position  of 
monopolists.  A  charter  was  granted  to  the  High- 
land Street  Railway,  and  now  it  has  come  t ;  the 
point  to  say  whether  that  road  shall  monopolize 
the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan.  I  believe  the 
Highland  Railway  has  accomplished  a  very  good 
Ijurpose ;  it  has  afforded  the  people  of  the  High- 
lands ample  accommoOations,  and  caused  the  Met- 
ropolitan to  increase  the  number  of  its  cars;  but 
having  served  the  puri)Ose  for  which  its  charter 
was  granted,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  we,  as 
custodians  of  the  people's  interests,  ought 
to  allow  them  to  ruin  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  by  doing  all  the  business  along 
the  line  of  that  road.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Metropolitan  has  some  rights.  In  1859  thev  were 
granted  a  charter  to  run  round  Cornhill;  shortly 
after  that  the  South  Boston  road  was  allowed  to 
use  that  track  and  they  did  so  almost  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  Metropolitan.  This  year  two  other 
roads  have  been  allowed  to  run  round  there  and 
use  that  track.  AVe  were  told  that  it  was  an  ex- 
periment, but  it  has  been  pretty  clearly  proved 
that  there  are  more  blocks  in  the  streets  than  be- 
fore ;  carriages  cannot  make  any  headway,  and 
teams  are  delayed.  Now  the  Metropolitan  ask  the 
same  privilege  that  is  granted  other  roads, 
and    what    is    the    reply?       They    say    it    will 


injure  the  Highland  road.  Why,  sir,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Metropolitan  has  the  right  to  the 
travel  for  so  many  feet  on  each  side  of  their  track; 
the  Railroad  Commissioners  have  decided  that. 
And  yet  the  Highland  road  have  been  chartered 
to  bring  people  from  Roxbury  into  the  city,  and 
the  Metropolitan  has  asked  to  u.se  the  Highland 
track  for  one  of  its  lines,  in  order  to  save  time  and 
better  accommodate  the  people  of  one  imjiortant 
section  of  the  city.  Now,  when  we  ask  a  week  to 
consider  this  subject  we  are  not  allowed  to  do  so, 
and  the  Metropolitan  road  are  not  to  be  heard  at 
all.  I  am  not  going  to  treat  the  thing  so  slightly. 
I  believe  the  minority  report  should  be  substituted 
for  the  majority,  and  that  tliis  corporation  should 
be  allowed  to  use  that  track,  or  else  the  Highland 
should  give  up  the  use  of  the  Metropolitan's. 

Alderman  Power — The  president  of  the  Metro- 
politan road  was  aware  that  this  matter  was  to 
come  uj)  t()day,  and  he  has  no  objection  to  its  be- 
ing decided  one  way  or  the  other  this  evening.  I 
have  had  a  conversation  with  the  gentleman  on 
the  subject.  The  Board  is  as  well  piepared  to  de- 
cide it  today  as  at  any  other  time,  and  I  think  it 
had  better  be  done  now.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

Alderman  Hall— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  President  of.the  Metropolitan  road 
is  willing  to  have  this  matter  decided  tonight? 
Does  the  gentleman  know  that  of  his  own  knowl- 
edge ? 

Alderman  Power— I  had  a  talk  with  him  today. 
He  said  it  might  as  well  be  decided  today  as  at 
anv  other  time,  it  we  saw  tit  to  do  so. 

The  motion  to  sub-titute  the  minority  order  for 
the  majoiity  report  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Hall,  Peters,  Stebbins— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Emery,  Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Worthing- 
ton—9. 

The  report  of  the  majority  was  accepted. 

PAVIXG  ORDFRS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  orders : 

Ordred,  That  permission  he  given  to  J.  W. 
Hunnewell  to  lay  an  iron  pipe  under  Bremen 
street,  between  Putnam  and  Prescott  streets,  upon 
condition  chat  he  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City  So- 
licitor, holding  the  city  harmless  against  any  and 
all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  on  ac- 
count of  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  laj  ing 
down  and  maintaining  of  said  pipe  under  said 
street;  also  upon  condition  that  he  shall  remove 
said  pipe  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestoues  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Princeton  street,  betwen  Pres- 
cott and  Eagle  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board 
a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Caleb  H.  Dol- 
beare,  trustee,  the  sum  of  sil027,  for  the  city's 
portion  of  the  expense  of  building  a  retaining 
wall  in  front  of  his  estate  on  Atlantic  avenue,  to 
sttpport  Lhe  filling  of  said  avenue  ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  Board 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  July  17, 1874,  to  p&y 
Caleb  H.  Dolbeare,  trustee,  the  sum  of  ;?1027  upon 
certain  conditions  he  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  construct  a  retaining  wall  at  the  end 
of  Yarmouth  street,  on  the  line  of  the  Providence 
Railroad ;  and  to  grade  and  gravel  said  street  ac- 
cording to  the  established  grade.  Estimated  cost, 
§4500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestoues,  pave  the  gutters 
and  crossings,  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of 
Fairfield  street  between  Beacon  street  and  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  also  to  build  the  cesspools 
and  drains  reqtiired  for  the  surface  drainage  of 
said  street.    Estimated  cost,  !&4000. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  ot  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday,  Oct.  26, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  gianting  the  petition 
of  Metropolitan  Railroad  for  leave  to  extend  their 
locations  in  Roxbury.    Passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Licen- 
ses, submitted  reports  as  follows : 
Billiard  Licenses  Granted— William  Koenemann, 
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61/2  Boylston  street;  J.  H.  Flack  &  Co.,  369  Wash- 
ington street  (renewed);  James  Cutter,  148  Merid- 
ian street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — John  D.Bicktord, 
1  West  Dedham  street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— William  M.  Nas- 
sau, 56  Washington  street;  E.  A.  Berdge,  59  Wash- 
ington street ;  Samuel  A.  Packard ,  519  Washington 
street. 

Minors' Applications  Granted — Five  bootblacks, 
thirteen  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — A.  P.  Peck,  to 
give  concerts  at  Beethoven  Hall  from  Oct  5  to  10. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred — John  F.  Bowers  and 
five  others. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— George  L.  Dixon 
and  Three  others. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — P.  H.  Diegnan, 
189  D  street;  James  Teevan,  2  Providence  street ; 
Raffiail  Cohen,  on  "Washington-street  extension, 
four  doors  from  Hanover  street. 

Victualler^,'  Licenses  Refused— William  Carson, 
1  Garland  street;  Thomas  J.  Denny,  38  Harrison 
avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  John  E.  Hum 
to  run  coaches  from  the  corner  of  Beach  and  Al- 
bany streets  through  Kingston,  Otis,  Devonshire 
and  Washington  streets  to  Haymarket  square, 
thence  through  Merrimac  and  Friend  streets  to 
the  LoweU  and  Eastern  railroad  stations,  and  to 
return  by  the  same  route ;  the  rate  of  fare  for  pas- 
sengers not  to  exceed  ten  cents. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelovv,  the  order  was 
read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  and  intended  to  be 
present  when  that  matter  was  con^irtered  and 
oppose  it,  but  that  was  my  fault.  I  think  the 
matter  had  better  lie  over,  for  I  certainly  do  not 
think  we  should  put  another  line  of  coaches  in  our 
crowded  streets  just  yet.  The  horse  cars  run 
from  these  very  points  for  a  less  price  than  is  to 
be  charged  by  the  coaches. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  thought  the  gentleman 
understood  the  matter,  or  I  should  not  hava 
moved  that  it  be  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  I  understand  this  order 
it  is  to  furni-h  a  line  of  coaches  to  the  North  End, 
at  a  fare  of  ten  cents,  while  the  horse  cars  go  over 
the  same  route  and  charge  only  five  or  six  cents, 
and  seven  cents  for  transfer  from  one  line  to  an- 
other. I  cannot  now  see  any  reason  why  we  should 
license  these  coaches. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  move  to  recommit  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  as  they  ought  to 
understand  a  matter  and  not  report  upon  it  until 
they  can  agree. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
for  that  motion.  We  very  often  see  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  differing ;  we  often  see  them  coming 
in  here  wit'^  two  reports,  and  sometimes  three.  1 
move  that  the  order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motio-i  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthingtou,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
p»rts  as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  fol- 
lowing petitions  for  lenve  to  occupy  stables : 
Michael  Grady,  North  Harvard  street, 'Brighton; 
Clark  B.  Wood,  North  Charles  street,  near  Lever- 
ett  street;  Owen  Nawn,  Parker  street,  neai  Centre 
street;  Heuiy  C.  Smith,  Wales  place.  Ward  16;  M. 
S.  P.  Pollard,  Savin  HiU  avenue,  corner  Midland 
street;  A.,  j.  Houghton  &  Co.,  Halleck  street, 
brewery  estate.  Also,  reports  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  sta- 
bles by  Patrick  McGovern,  301  Bolton  street; 
Josepi)  W.  Robinson,  Bremen  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Reports  on  petitions  for  leave  to  maintain  cellars 
below  grade  as  follows:  Proprietors  of  T  wharf , 
house  on  Atlantic  avenue,  cellar  one  foot  below 
graue,  leave  sranted,  provided  said  cellnr  be  boxed 
to  the  satisf  a  jiion  of  Committee  on  Health,  William 
R.  Clark,  ten  stores  on  Broad  street,  one  foot 
beluw  grade,  leave  granted;  Stephen  H.  Tailaell, 
50  and  52  Hudson  street,  ana  Archibald  McLean, 
corner  Pitts  and  Merrimac  streets,  severally  leave 
*o  withilraw.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  named  persons  be 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  respective  houses  so 
that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in  the 
order  of  the  Board  of  Alderman,  approved  De- 
eember  24, 1872,  and  in  default  of  such  alteration 


by  either  of  said  parties  within  ten  days  after  the 
service  of  this  order,  as  provided  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  chapter  377  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872, 
proceedings  will  be  commemed  against  them  ac- 
cording to  lav^r:  F.  C.  Bacon,  one  house,  276  Bea- 
eon  street;  Frederick  Pope,  one  house,  329  Beacon 
street;  D.  W.  Beckler,  two  houses,  317  and  319 
Marlborough  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Peters,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  to  whom  was  referred  tne 
request  of  the  trustees  of  said  cemetery,  for  an 
appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  laud,  submitted  a  report 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  the  request ; 
also  a  report  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant 
the  request  of  said  trustees  for  an  aLlditional  ap- 
propriation of  §4200  for  the  completion  of  a  new 
receiving  tomb.    Severally  accepted. 

STEAM  ElSfGIXES  AND   BOILERS. 

Alderman  Brooks  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines  reported  as  follows: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  George 
K.  Paul  &  Co.,  48-50  Union  street,  and  Anton 
Krasiuski,  Brookside  avenue,  for  leave  to  locate 
CLginef  and  boilers  at  the  places  named.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  James  McCaffery  et 
al.,  that  measures  be  taken  to  secure  the  oakum 
factory  owned  and  occupied  by  ThoiuRs  H.  Dun- 
ham oh  N  and  O  streets,  which  the  petitioners  al- 
lege is  in  dan 'ver  of  taking  or  creating  tire,  that 
having  examined  said  buildiug  they  find  that  the 
same  is  a  substantial  brick  structure,  and  is  in  no 
way  dangerous  to  the  dwellings  in  its  proximity, 
and  therefore  no  action  is   necessary.    Accepted. 

ELECTION  OF  TRUSTEE  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  committee  appointed 
to  nominate  candidates  for  trustee  of  theCitv 
Hospital,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
election  of  Asa  H.  Caton  to  till  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  ot  Hillman  B.  Barnes.  The  report 
was  accei'ted  and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  Harris  and  Worthingtou  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes, 
and  they  reported  that  Asa  H.  Caton  had  received 
twelve  votes.  Mr.  Caton  was  declared  unanimous- 
ly elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

ORDERS  TO   PAY   FOR   STREET   DAMAGES. 

By  AJderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  Sohier  &  Welch,  attorneys,  for  the 
persons  hereinafter  named,  g72,810;  for  land  taken 
in  the  name  of  Joseph  L.  Cunninjiham,  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Federal 
and  Milk  streets,  upon  E.  Linzee  Cunningham, 
Sarah  L.  Cunningham,  and  Eliza  G.  Winchester, 
trustee  for  Mary  B.  Cunniughain. 

Order  to  pay  John  C.  Crowley  8244.50,  for  laud 
taken  in  the  name  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Crowley, 
by  the  extension  of  Marion  street  to  Meridian 
street. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Anna  M.  Wright  8663.12  for  laud 
taken  in  the  name  of  J.  H.  Wnght  in  the  widening 
of  Foster  street,  by  the  town  of  Brighton  in  1873, 
and  also  for  her  owneiship  in  about  2500  square 
feet  of  laud  in  the  sidewalk  of  said  Foster  street, 
a-  it  existed  in  front  of  her  estate  before  the  wid- 
ening. 

On  motion  of  Alderm-:n  Harris  the  order  took 
its  second  reading  and  was   init  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  Jiis  settled  all  claims 
foi'  grade  damage*. 

,  Alderman  Harris  said  that  was  generallv  settled 
by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  not  bv  the  Com 
mittee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  raised  the  question  be- 
cause the  Selectmen  had  been  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ing cue  settlement  to  cover  all  grade  damages  as 
well  as  damages  for  laud  taken. 

The  chairman  state!  that  this  >uni  was  the  award 
of  the  Selectmen  otjBrightcn. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Aldermen  Harris  foi  the  same  committee  — 
Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  E.  A.  Boardman  ct  al.  for  abateinei.t  of 
assessment  of  betterments  on  estates  9  and  11  Com- 
mercial street.    Accepted. 

SEWERS  AND  THE  PARKER-STREET  NCIS.\NCE. 

By   Alderman    Power,   for   the    Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Report  recimnmending  leave  to  withdraw  (at  his 
own  request) on  petition  of  George  C.  Leach  for  a 
sewer  in  Putnam  street,  Ward  14.    Accepted. 
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Orders  (liiectii)K  the  Superiiitendeiit  of  Sewers 
to  eonstni'jt  sewers  as  follows :  In  Cottage,  I'ond, 
Pleasant,  Dorchester  avenue,  Grant,  and  Spring 
Garden  streets,  and  in  Crescent  avenue ;  in  Aniory , 
School,  Atherton,  Arcadia  and  Beethoven  streets. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  communication  from  the  !Mayor  rela- 
tive to  tl'e  Farker-street  nuisance. 

(.)rdered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  directed  to  extend  the  channel  of  ;>tony 
Brook  so  as  to  prevent  the  ilischarge  upon  the 
flats  adjacent  to  Parker  street. 

Order  read  once. 

INDEX   FOR  CIl'V  DOCUMENTS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Irinting  be 
authorized  to  print  an  index  to  the  city  documents 
which  nave  been  numbered  and  bound  together 
from  18:i4  to  1874;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  ■sajO, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

WARDROOMS. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  tor  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Commitiee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  procure  suitable  rooms  to  be 
used  as  voti.  g  places,  in  Wards  20,  21  anil  22,  at 
the  ensuing  elections;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petitions  of  W.  A.  Simmons  et  al., 
and  Otis  Clapp  (t  «/.,  for  suitable  wardrooms  for 
meetings  of  citizens,  tliat  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant 
the  request  of  the  petitioners,  from  the  fact  thac 
the  ortlinances  do  not  compel  the  city  to  furnish 
wardrooms  for  meetings,  but  only  for  elections. 
In  the  majority  of  the  wards  accommodaticus  are 
already  provided  for  meetings  of  citizens  in  build, 
ings  belonging  to  the  city,  which  can  be  obtained 
upon  application,  but  it  is  not  expedient  for  the 
eity  to  hire  rooms  for  jjolitical  caucuses.  More- 
over, during  the  coming  year  the  wards  will  be 
newly  districted  throughout  the  city,  and  new 
voting  centres  will  be  provided.    Accepted. 

PASSAGEWAY  TO  BE  OPENED. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  passageway  leading  from  Har- 
rison avenue,  and  running  parallel  with  East 
Che'-ter  park,  together  with  the  passageway  lead- 
ing from  East  Springfield  street  to  East  Chester 
park,  as  shown  upon  the  accompanying  x'lan 
drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  and 
dated  Oct.  3, 1874,  be  approved  and  accepted  by 
thi?  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Emery,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  for  some  explanation, 
and  Alderman  Emery  said  it  is  merely  a  ten-feet 
passageway  from  East  Springfield  street  to  East 
Chester  paik.  The  owner  of  the  adjoining  land 
gives  enough  to  open  this  passageway,  whicft  it  is 
desirable  to  have ;  the  distance  across  is  some  165 
feet. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  it  would  enhance  the 
value  of  the  city's  land. 

Alderman  Emery  believed  it  would.  This  was 
part  of  a  settlement  made  between  the  city  and 
the  owner  of  the  adjoining  property.  Thei'e  was 
no  need  of  pressing  the  order  todavif  gentlemen 
desired  to  look  into  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  EAST    BOS- 
TON. 

Alderman  Brooks  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railioad  Company  that  this 
Board  will,  on  Monday,  the  29th  day  of  October,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  removing  the  tracks  of  said  company 


from  Meridian  street,  between  AV  hite  street  and 
the  bridge  leading  to  Chelsea,  when  any  i  erson 
objecting  thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard ;  said 
notice  to  be  given  by  a  publication  of  a  copy  of 
this  order  of  notice  in  the  Boston  Evening  Tran- 
script and  the  East  Boston  Advocate. 
Passed. 

NUMBER  OF  HORSE  CARS  IN  THE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  the 
Hignland  Street  Railway  Company  and  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  be  requested  severallv 
to  furnish  co  this  Boanl,  on  or  before  the  12th 
inst.,  the  time  tables  for  running  cars,  at  this  date, 
«n  their  several  lines,  giving  the  number  of  trips 
run  on  each  line,  and  tiie  time  of  starting  for  each 
trip;  also  a  schedule  of  the  rumberoicars  run 
through  Temple  place  each  hour,  on  each  line,  be- 
tween seven  o'clock  A.  M.  and  seven  o'clock  P.  M. ; 
also  the  number  of  cars  run  each  way  on  Tremont 
street,  between  Boylston  street  and  Temple  place, 
each  hour,  on  each  line,  between  seven  o'clock  A. 
M.  and  seven  o'clock  P.  M. ;  also  the  number  of 
cars  mm  t ach  way  on  Tremont  street,  between 
Temple  place  and' the  Tremont  House,  each  hour, 
on  each  Hne,  between  sever  o'clock  A.  M.  and 
seven  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Hall— I  offer  that  order  that  this 
Board  may  get  information  which  it  seems  to  me 
will  determine  the  quescioii  as  to  who  is  blocking 
up  the  streets.  We  can  then  have  it  in  print  and 
know  how  many  trips  each  railroad  is  making 
over  our  crowded  thoroughfares. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  rise  to  object  to  the 
order,  but  it  seems  to  me  something  like  locking 
the  door  after  the  horse  is  stolen.  We  have  al- 
ready allowed  the  cars  to  run  round  the  circuit. 

Alderman  Hall — That  is  true,  and  our  streets 
are  more  crowded  than  ever  before.  But  that  we 
may  know  how  badly  and  by  whom,  1  offer  this 
order.  The  gentleman  who  makes  that  remark 
reported  the  order  to  allow  the  cars  to  luniound 
the  circuit,  and  voted  for  its  passage. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  F. 
J.  Baxter  and  many  other  constables,  which  had 
been  certified  by  the  Citj'  Treasurer.  On  his  mo- 
lion  they  were  approved  by  tlie  Board. 

ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  extension 
of  the  water  works  in  Wards  13  to  16,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water,  and  the 
communication  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  in  re- 
lation to  the  Aldermen's  Contingent  Fund,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of   the  accompanying  order: 

<jrdered.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Waterworks  §30,000,  and  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  820,000,  to  the  appropriation  to 
Water  Works,  AVards  13,  14,15  and  16;  also  to 
transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Incidental 
Expenses  to  the  Contingent  Fund  for  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  §1500. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins, 
and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

TRAPS  FOR  WATER  CONDUCTORS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  report 
from  Committee  on  Sewers  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  attach  traps  to  conductors  which  connect  with 
sewers,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  accepted. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting  referring  the  supplementary  bond  of 
City  Treasurer  to  tlie  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Examination  of  Bonds  of  City  Officers,  was  recon- 
sidered and  the  bond  ap/noved. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    8,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  TVs  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Quarterly  reports  of  Inspector  of  Lighters  and 
Paymaster  of  State  Aid  placed  on  file 

Petition  of  George  S.  Pendergast  et  al.,  and 
communication  from  Street  Commissioner?,  trans- 
mitting a  license  from  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
for  the  extension  of  Swett  street  to  South  Boston. 
Severally  referred,  in  concurrence., 

The  following  reports  were  considered  ; 

"Leave  to  withdraw,"  on  petition  of  George 
Sparhawk  to  be  paid  for  sods  and  loam  taken 
from  his  estate  in  Urighion.    Accepted. 

"City  Council  has  no  power  to  grant  the  peti- 
tion" of  Thomas  D.  Johnson,  to  be  compensated 
for  injuries  received  while  in  the  employment  of 
a  person  under  contract  to  the  city.    Accepted, 

"No  further  action  necessary,"  on  petition  of 
James  A.  Kemp  to  be  paid  for  damages  from  con- 
struction of  sewer  in  Kemp  street.    Accepted. 

"City  Council  not  liable,"  on  petition  of  C.  C. 
Cobleigh  et  al.  to  be  paid  for  damages  from  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  North  Harvard  street. 
Recommitted  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  who  said  he 
understood  the  petitioners  have  some  additional 
evidence  that  they  would  like  to  state  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Has  no  claim  ag.ainst  the  city,"  on  petition  of 
George  Sauer  to  be  paid  for  damages  frcm  con- 
struction of  sewer  in  Halleck  street.    Accepted. 

"Inexpedient,"  on  communication  of  Trustees 
of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  on  the  subject  of  purchase 
of  additional  land,  etc.    Accepted. 

"Inexpedient,"  on  request  of  said  trustees  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $4200,  for  comple- 
tion of  a  new  receiving  tomb.    Accepted. 

"Inexpedient,"  on  petitions  of  Ots  Claop  and 
W.  A.  Simmons  for  suitable  wardrooms  to  be  pro- 
vided in  wards  where  such  do  not  now  exist.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  authorizing  suitable  wardrooms  to  be  pro- 
vided at  ensuing  elections  in  Wards  20,  21  and  22, 
to  be  used  as  voting  places.  Passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  room  in  the 
Court  House  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  temporaiy 
retention  of  the  insane,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1000.  Order  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
(who  said  the  matter  had  been  before  the  City 
Council  some  two  years),  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  index  to  oe  printed  to  the 
City  Documents  which  have  been  numbered  and 
bound  together,  from  1834  to  1874.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Asa  H.  Caton  as  trustee  of 
City  Hospital  in  jdace  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  de- 
ceased ;  and  certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Ca- 
ton, as  such  trustee,  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Brackett  of  Ward 
10,  and  Page  of  Ward  9  were  appinted  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 49 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

Asa  H.  Caton  hart 48 

George  A.  Shaw  had 1 

And  Mr.  Caton   was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  following 
transfers:  From  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Works  $30,000,  and  tiom  th^  Reserved  Fund  $20,- 
000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Water  Works,  Wards 
13, 14, 15  and  16;  also  from  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  Expenses  to  Contingent  Fund  for  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  $1500.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  bath  house  on  Cabot  street 
to  be  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  an  evening  school. 

Order  authorizing  the  wardroom  in  t.he  Wells 
School hou'C  to  be  fitted  and  furnished  for  an 
evening  school. 


Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITV  OFFICERS. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Exhibit  for  September 
(City  Document,  No.  33).  The  following  is  the 
state  of  the  appropriations: 
Appropriations, 
revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General....  $1:),H2k,44h.o1  S5,!Hi4,H>(4.!iO  S7,9«.3,«3.61 
Special 4,482,330.54  1,0s7,82'2./h  3,3H4,5U8.26 


$18,410,779.05        $7,052,707.18        $11,358,071.87 
Fire  Commissioners.    Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  the  month  of  September. 
Severally  sent  up. 

PETITION   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Hen- 
ry W.  Picketing,  executor,  for  the  remission  of  a 
tax  for  1874,  upon  an  estate  which  was  distributed 
wholly  previous  to  the  15th  day  of  December,  1873. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Martin  of  "Ward  7,  tor  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  Superin- 
tendents of  Bridges — Report,  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinance  passed  July  13, 1874,  recommending 
the  election  of  the  following-named  persons :  Su- 
perintei.dent  of  Warren  BriJge — Charles  H.  Mar- 
pie;  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge — 
Joel  R.  Bolan ;  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge 
— John  Howard. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  nominations 
laid  over  under  the  rule. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Public  instruction,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions tor  the  Bigelow  School  District— Report 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  provide 
such  additional  accommodations,  and  that  the  or- 
der ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr,  West  of  Ward  16 — Perhaps  a  word  of  expla- 
nation may  be  necessary.  The  present  rocmsover 
the  Court  House  in  South  Boston  were  objectiona- 
tle,  in  that  they  brought  the  children  in  contact 
with  the  criminals.  Tliat  was  the  principal  objec- 
tion. Mechanics  are  now  making  alterations  in 
the  building,  whereby  the  schoolrooms  will  be  re- 
lieved of  that  ohje  ction.  There  are  to  be  separate 
stairways  and  water  closets,  and  they  are  nice, 
large  and  airy  rooms,  better  than  could  be  got  in 
the  other  building,  besides  not  costing  the  city  as 
much  by  .i>800  a  year.  The  committee  think  it 
best  for  the  city  not  to  do  anything  at  piesent,  but 
eventually  something  will  have  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — I  regret  very  much 
that  the  committee  have  come  to  that  conclusion, 
though  I  have  no  doubt  they  exercised  their  best 
judgment  in  the  matter.  But  the  people  in  that 
locality  feel  that  the  system  of  mixing  the  scholars 
with  criminals  is  out  of  place ;  and  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  as  the  committee  found  the  building 
un-uitable  they  might  have  recommended  some 
other  one.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  continue  to 
mix  the  pupils  of  our  schools  with  criminals  we 
shall  ere  long  have  need  of  more  court  houses 
than  schoolhouses.  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  at- 
tended to  before  a  great  while.  As  I  un<lerstand 
it,  the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  at 
present;  that  being  the  case  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
forgotten,  but  bj  propeilj  attended  to. 

The  order  was  denied  a  second  reading:. 

By  Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13,  for  toe  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  HUthorized  to  cause  the  removal  of  the 
wood  building  known  as  the  engine  house  in  the 
rear  of  the  Town  Hall,  Biighton,  the  same  having 
been  partly  destroyed  by  tiie  and  relinquished  by 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners;  the  expense  of 
said  removal  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings. 

J.  assed  to  a  second  reading. 

By  Mr.  Morse,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  who  were  directed  by  an  order  ap- 
proved Sept.  18, 1874,  to  provide  suitable  accom- 
modations in  Ward  16  for  the  Dorchester  Branch 
of  the  Publ'c  Library—  Report  that  said  accommo- 
dations can  be  furnished  in  the  new  police  station 
house  in  process  of  erection.  A  portion  of  the 
second  story  not  required  for  police  or  county 
purposes  can  be  utilized,  giving  ample  room  for 
the  present  as  well  as  the  future  wants  of  the 
hbi  ary  in  that  section.  This  contemplated  loca- 
tion, which  has  the  approval  of  the  Trustees  fo 
the  Public  Library,  can  now  be  furnished  at  an 
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estimated  cost  of  $1000,  and  the  committee  recomi- 
mend  die  passage  of  the  accompanyiner  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  accommodations  in 
Ward  16  for  the  Dorchester  Branch  of  the  Public 
Library  in  the  new  police  station  house,  Ward  16, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $1000;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation 
for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  (who 
said  the  mechanics  are  just  at  that  point  where 
they  can  make  the  neces.-ary  alterations  without 
any  trouble  or  expense)  and  passed. 

THE  PROPOSED  NAUTICAL  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W^est  of  AVard  16,  the  report  on 
establishing  a  nautical  school  (City  Doc.  Xo.  82) 
was  taken  from  the  table— 43  for,  6  against.  The 
question  was  on  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  West—  The  gi^t  of  the  report  is  upon  the 
tenth  page,  if  members  will  be  so  kind  as  to  look 
at  it.  The  conimitt;e  found  that  the  city  had  no 
lefal  right  to  establish  such  a  school.  They  felt, 
however,  that  the  offer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  a  very  liberal  one,  and  entitled  to  a  care- 
ful consideration,  and  therefore  they  framed  this 
report  asking  the  opinion  of  the  school  board  as 
to  the  expediency  of  establishing  such  a  school 
and  the  probable'  cost  thereof.  After  we  obtain 
that  information  it  will  i  emain  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  say  whether  they  will  authorize  the  estab- 
lishment ot  such  a  school  or  not ;  after  which  they 
will  have  to  ask  the  Legislature  for  authority  to 
do  to.  This  report  simply  asks  the  school  board 
for  information. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — This  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance,  and  it  rather  seems  to  me 
that  this  Council  should  give  it  more  consideration 
than  we  have  been  able  to  do  this-  evening.  I  have 
seei.  the  report  for  the  first  time  since  coming  here 
this  evening;  I  huve  er.deavored  to  read  it  through, 
but  have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  must  be  the  case  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  The  offer  from  the  Federal 
Government  is  a  very  liberal  one,  and  this  ques- 
tion of  establishing  a  nautical  school  is  one  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  City  Council  should  consider 
somewhat  before  passing  it  out  of  their  hands ;  at 


any  rate  we  should  look  at  it  a  little  and  treat  it 
with  proper  deference  and  consideration.  And  it 
may  be  that,  instead  of  sending  it  to  the  School 
Committee,  we  shall  decide  to  apply  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  establish  this  school.  I 
therefore  hope  that  it  may  lie  upon  the  table  for 
a  week,  and  move  that  it  be  specially  assigned  for 
next  Thursday  evening  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  VVest  of  Ward  16—1  have  no  objection  to 
the  assignment,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
clear  case.  The  committee  recommend  that  the 
subject  be  referred  to  the  school  board  with  a  re- 
quest for  them  to  consider  it  and  report  to  the 
Cicy  Council.  AVe  do  not  let  it  go  out  of  our 
hands. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— We  had  nautical  schools 
for  several  years,— the  "Massachusetts"  and  the 
"George  M.  Barnard"— and  by  proper  attention  to 
the  subject  and  the  reading  of  this  report,  we  can 
get  the  necessary  inforinati  ,n  with  which  to  deal 
with  the  matter  ourselves.  But  if,  after  due  con- 
sideration, it  should  be  best  to  refer  it  to  the 
school  board,  I  do  not  see  that  there  will  be  any 
particular  objection  to  it.  But  I  do  not  like  to 
pass  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  with- 
out paying  some  attention  to  it. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

GREENHOUSE  AT  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered  That  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  in- 
formation as  to  the  size  and  extent  of  the  green- 
house about  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the 
City  Hospital,  the  necessity  and  cost  of  the  same, 
and  under  what  appropriation  such  building  is  to 
be  erected. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  that  they 
have  already  broken  ground  there,  and  have  made 
or  are  about  to  make  a  contract  for  the  bniding  of 
this  greenhouse.  I  desire,  and  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil concur  with  me,  to  obtain  the  information  re- 
quested in  the  order.  If  there  are  any  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital  present,  perhaps  they  can 
explain  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD      OF      ALDEliMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCrOBEK    13,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  r.  M., 
Aldeiman  Clark,  chairnjan,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Five  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constable— John  McConnell,  for  duty  in  the 
Health  Department. 

Special  Police— John  H.  Kerr,  Lenox  street  and 
its  vicinity ;  Henry  L.  Jenks,  Devonshire  and  Fed- 
eral street  and  the  vicinity;  Ellison  B.  Gushing, 
Sumner  street,  Ward  16. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  C.  H.  Rob- 
inson et  al.,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Sun- 
day, Oct.  2C,  to  allow  Burnham  Wardwell  to  hold 
a  meeting  on  the  subject  of  prisons  and  prisoners. 
A.  O.  Brewster  et  at.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
Nov.  2,  for  a  political  meeting. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  C.  &  O.  Rice,  for 
leave  to  change  the  business  of  stalls  53-55,  Fan- 
euil Hall  Market. 

Daniel  Cummings  &  Co.  et  al.,  occupants  of 
stores  on  South  Market  street,  that  the  city  would 
purchase  land  for  the  new  produce  market. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Patrick  Meehan 
et  al.,  that  Boylston  avenue,  Ward  17,  be  lighted 
with  gas. 

Amelia  Koehler,  for  location  of  street  lamp  on 
Beech-Glen  avenue. 

Daniel  Simpson  et  al.,  that  the  north  side  of 
City  Point  may  be  lighted  by  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion gas  works. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
W.  F.  Mallalieu  et  al.,  that  smoking  be  prohibited 
in  the  Ward  12  wardroom  on  election  days. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  anil  Inspec- 
tion o/Buildinr/s.  Edward  Gallagher.for  leave  to 
occupy  the  loft  of  building  632  Harrison  avenue 
for  business  puri)Oses. 

Houghton  &  Short,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  East  Newton  and  Albany  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  George  Lewis  et  al.,  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assessment  for  widening  Warren 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Henry  W. 
Wilson  et  al.,  that  the  grade  of  Eastern-avenue 
Bridge  be  reduced  from  26°  to  20°. 

To  the  Committees  on  Licenses  and  Police.  John 
S.  Mitchell,  for  nermission  to  use  a  stereoptical 
lanfrn  from  24  I'remont  row  across  to  73  Court 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  G.  Wuitbrop 
Coffin  et  o/.,  th;il  the  city  woult*  supply  Ward  17 
with  water  from  Jamaica  Pond. 

To  the  Commiltee  on  Pavintf.  William  Balch 
et  al.,  that  a  retaining  wall  be  built  at  tho  westerly 
end  of  Canton  street. 

Minnie  W.  Wieler,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Ruggles  street. 

Heirs  of  James  Brown,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Foster  street,  Brijrhton. 

John  F.  Kelley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Eustis  street. 

William  P.  Hunt  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Sa- 
vin Hill  avenue,  near  the  railroad  bridge. 

B.  T.  Stephenson  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  on  the 
west  side  of  Chestnut  street  be  graded. 

John  L.  (leddes  et  al.,  that  Old  Harbor  street 
sidewalks  be  laid. 

Mary  N.  Allen  et  at.,  for  a  concrete  sidewalk 
from  Nonantum  street  to  Oak  square.  Ward  19. 

J.  Morrill,  Jr.,  e^  aL,  that  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue 
edge.stones,  gutters  and  sidewalks  be  put  in  order. 
Edward  Winslow  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalks  on 
Marion  street  from  Havre  to  Bennington  street. 
Horatio  G.  Morse  et  at.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Harri^on  avenue,  between  Dudley  and  Eustis 
streets,  be  paved  with  brick. 

Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  a  location  ot  tracks 
in  Northampton  street  from  Tremont  street  to 
Columbus  avenue,  and  in  Columbus  avenue  and 
Park  square,  from  Northampton  street  to  Boylston 
street,  to  connect  with  tracks  already  located,  with 
suitable  connections,  curves  and  turnouts. 


To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Jesse  Holbrook, 
for  a  sewer  on  Woodbine  street. 

N.  B.  Mansfield  et  at.,  residents  in  Dwight  street 
and  its  vicinity,  to  be  relieved  from  the  overflow 
of  the  sewers. 

R.  C.  Gushing,  for  a  sewer  in  Walnut  street 
(Ward  16),  between  Water  and  High  streets. 

Joseph  S.  Paget  et  al.,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment of  a  sewer  in  I  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Emerson  A.  Noyes,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
stable  on  5  and  7  North  Centre  .street  for  125 
horses. 

Batchelder  Brothers,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  five  additional  horses  on  Howe's 
wharf,  Shaving  street. 

Robert  H.  Waters,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable 
for  twenty  horses  on  East  Concord  street. 

Reed  Brothers  &  Sawln,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  twelve  horses  on  Winchester 
street,  Charlestown  District. 

Edward  Fennerty,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Mt.  Hope  street. 

John  G.  Day,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable  on 
School  street,  near  Arcadia  street,  W  ard  17. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  J.  W.  HunneweU  &  Co.  to  lay  an 
iron  pipe  under  Bremen  street,  between  Putnam 
and  Prescott  streets,  for  conveyance  of  petroleum, 
on  certain  conditions. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Princeton  street,  between  Prescott  and  Eagle 
streets. 

Order  to  pay  Caleb  H.  Dolbeare,  trustee,  $1027 
towards  the  expense  of  a  retaining  wall  in  front 
of  his  estate  on  Atlantic  avenue,  and  to  rescind  a 
previous  order  for  this  object. 

Order  to  build  a  retaining  wall  on  line  of  Provi- 
dence Railroad,  at  end  of  Yarmouth  street;  esti- 
mated cost,  $4500. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  mac- 
adamize the  roadway  of  Pairtield  street  near  Bea- 
con street.    Estimated  cost,  S4000. 

Order  to  pay  John  C.  Crowley  $244.50,  for  land 
damages  on  Marion  street.  East  Boston. 

Order  to  pay  Sohier  &  Welch,  attorneys,  $72,810, 
for  land  taken  from  heirs  of  J.  L.  Cunningham,  on 
Milk  and  Federal  streets. 

Ordei  for  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  extend 
Stony  Brook  sewer  so  as  to  prevent  the  discharge 
of  sewage  on  the  flats  near  Parker  street. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COlfNCIL. 

Petition  of  H.W.  Pickering,  executor.  Referred. 

Report  of  Fire  Gommissioiiers  on  the  number 
and  locations  of  alarms  of  fire  in  the  month  of 
September.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  ap- 
propriations on  Oct.  3,  1874  (City  Document  No. 
83).    Placed  on  file , 

Recommitment  of  report  of  Committee  on 
Claims,  that  City  Council  is  not  liable  or.  petition 
of  C.  C.  Gobleigh  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
f  lom  construction  of  a  sewer  in  North  Harvard 
street.    The  toard  concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  fit  up  a  poition  of  the  new 
police  station  in  Dorchester,  for  purposes  of  a 
branch  library,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1000. 
Order  passed. 

Orde.-  for  Trustees  of  City  Hosjital  to  report 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  greenhouse  now  in  pro- 
cess of  erection  within  the  hospital  grounds,  by 
what  authority  it  is  comnieneed,  and  to  what  ap- 
propriation it  is  to  be  charged  and  the  necessity 
therefor.    Passed. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Besif/tiations.  Communications  from  N.  P. 
Kemp,  tendering  his  resignation  of  the  office  of 
Warden  of  Ward  17;  and  from  George  B.  Thomas, 
resigning  the  po.«ition  ot  Clerk  in  Ward  20.  Sever- 
ally placed  on  file. 

NUMBER  OF  HORSE  CARS  IN  THE  STREETS. 

In  response  to  the  order  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing requesting  the  several  horse  railroad  compan- 
ies to  furnish  statements  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  cars  in  certain  portions  of  the  streets  at  certain 
houisof  the  day,  communications  were  received 
as  follows : 

Middlesex  Uailroad.  The  communication  from 
this  company  consisted  simply  ot  the  time  table, 
with  the  following  notes  api  ended :  "The  Bunker 
Hill  cars  run  every  ten  minutes  through  Temple 
place  and  Tremont  street  becween  Temple  place 
and  Tremont  House;  the  Charlestown  Neck  cars 
run  every  ten  minutes  through  Temple  place  and 
Tremont  street  between  Temple  place  and  Tre- 
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mont  House.  No  cars  of  this  company  are  run  on 
Tremont  street  between  Temple  place  and 
Boylston  street." 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company.  Total  num- 
ber ot  trips  per  clay,  383.  The  total  number  of 
trips  through  Temple  place  from  7  A.  M.  to  8  A. 
M.  is  25;  8  to  9,  25;  9  to  10,  23;  10  to  11,  19;  11  to 
12  JM.,  24 ;  12  to  1  P.  M.,  24 ;  1  to  2,  24 ;  2  to  3,  25 ;  3  to 
4,  27;  4  to  5,  29;  5  to  6,  30;  6  to  7  i\  M.,  27.  UntU 
recently  they  have  not  run  any  trips  through  Tre- 
mont street  between  Boylston  street  and  Temple 
place  (when  running  via  Temple  place);  but  some 
three  wee  lis  since  they  began  to  run  trips  through 
Boylston  and  Tremont  streets,  between  the  hours 
of  3  r.  M.  and  7  F.  M.,when  those  through  Temple 
place  during  the  same  hours  were  discontinued. 
They  do  not  run  tiips  through  Boylston  and  Tre- 
mont streets  or  Temple  place  except  on  the  in 
trip,  as  all  their  outu  ard  trips  are  run  via  Wash- 
ington. Summer  and  Chauncy  streets.  Accom- 
panying this  is  a  time  table  ot  the  road. 

Hirjhlaiul  Street  RaVu'ay.  Schedule  of  the 
number  of  oars  run  each  w  ay  on  Tremont  street 
between  Temple  place  and  the  Tremont  House : 

Lines. 
Grove        Warren       Mount 
Hall.  street.     Pleasant. 

7  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.  each  hour... 0  6  i> 

tj  P.  M.  to  7  P.  M.      "        "     ...2  5  5 

All  running  north  only. 

Schedule  of  the  number  of  cars  run  through 
Temple  place  each  hour  on  each  hue,  between  7  A. 
M.  and  7  P.  M. : 

liNeS. 


Hours.           «-,lf 

Warren 

street. 

Mount 
Pleasant. 

Dudley 
street. 

7  A.M.  to   8A.M....B 

ti 

B 

2 

8     "       "     9      "     ....B 

6 

B 

b 

9     "        "   10      "     ....« 

B 

B 

1 

10     "       "  11      "     ....4 

B 

B 

0 

11     "       "  12  M 4 

B 

b 

1 

12  M.        "     IP.  M....B 

b 

B 

B 

IP.  M.  "     2      "     ....6 

B 

B 

B 

2     "       "3      "     ....6 

B 

6 

B 

3     "       "4      '•     ....S 

B 

B 

6 

4     "        "5      •'     ....B 

B 

6 

6 

5      "        "6      "     ....9 

B 

6 

8 

B     "        "7      "     ....5 

6 

B 

3 

Schedule  of  the  number 

Of 

3ars  run  each  wav 

on  Tremont  street  between  Boylston  street  and 
Temple  place,  each  hour,  between  7  A.M.  and  7 
P.  M.: 

LINES. 

Grove  HaU.  Warren  st.  Mt.  Pleasant.  Dudley  st. 
Hours.      N.    S.         N.    S..  N.    S.  N.    S. 


7  AM  to  8  AM  0 

B 

6 

fi 

B 

B 

0 

2 

8    "    "9    "      0 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

0 

6 

9    "    "  10  •'      0 

K 

B 

6 

B 

B 

0 

1 

10  "  •"  11  "      0 

4 

fi 

B 

6 

B 

0 

0 

11  "    "  12  M    0 

4 

fi 

B 

B 

B 

0 

1 

12  M  "  1  PM  0 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

0 

6 

1  PM  •'  2    "      0 

B 

B 

B 

H 

6 

0 

B 

2    "    "  3    "      0 

B 

« 

B 

B 

B 

0 

B 

3    "     "4    "      0 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

0 

B 

4    "     "5    "      0 

B 

K 

B 

B 

6 

u 

B 

B    "     "B    •'      0 

H 

6 

B 

B 

B 

0 

« 

5    "     "  7    "      2 

5 

5 

B 

5 

B 

u 

3 

Number  of  trips  made  by  each  line  per  day- 
Grove  Hall,  90;  Warren  street,  90;  Mt.  Pleasant, 
90;  Dudley  street,  53. 

Metropolitan  Railroad.  From  the  statement  of 
this  company  it  appears  that  the  number  of  cars 
per  hour  run  on  each  line  is  as  follows : 

Norfolk  House  Line— From  5.30  A.  M.  to  6, 
6  to  7,  7;  7  to  8,  7;  8  to  9,  11;  9  to  10,  7;  10  to  11, 
11  to  12  M.,  8;  12tol  P.  M.,9;  1  to  2,  10;  2  to  3, 
3  to  4,  8;  4  to  5, 10;  5  to  6, 12;  6  to  7,  11;  7  to  8, 
8  to  9,  5;  9  to  10,  7;  10  to  11,  6;  11  to  11.30  P.  M., 
Total  per  day,  147  trips. 

East  Boston  Ferry  Line— From  5.30  A.  M.  to  6,  2; 
6  to  7,8;  7  to  8, 13;  8  to  9, 11 ;  9  to  10,  8;  10  to  11,8; 
11  to  12  M.,  8;  12  M.  to  1  P.  M.,  8;  1  to  2,  8;  2  to  3, 
14;,  3  to  4, 14;  4  to  5,  12;  5  to  6,  8;  6  to  7,  8;  7  to  8,  5; 

8  to  9,  4;  9  to  10,  4;  10  to  11,  2;  11  to  11.40  P.  M.,  1. 
Total,  140  trips. 

Chelsea  Ferry  Line— From  {5.45  A.  M.  to  6, 1 ;  6 
to  7,  4 ;  7  to  8, 4 ;  8  to  9,  4 ;  9  to  10,  4 ;  four  each  hour, 
ten  until  7,  P.  M. ;  from  7  P.  M.  to  8.15,  3 ;  from  8.15 
to  9.45,  2.    Total,  60  trips. 

Charles-street  Line— From  6.15  A.  M.  to  7,  3;  7 
to  8, 4;  8  to  9, 5;  and  then  four  every  hour  until  8.15, 
P.  M.,  and  four  after  that  hour.    Total,  59  trips. 

Warren-street  (Depot)  Line — From  5.45  A.  M. 
to  6, 1 ;  6  to  7,  5 ;  7  to  8,  6 ;  8  to  9,  7 ;  9  to  10,  6 ;  10  to 
11,6;  11  to  12,  4;  12  tolP.  M.,  5;  then  six  each 
hour  till  7  P.M.;    from  7  P.  M.  to  8,5;    8  to   9,4; 

9  to  10,  5 ;  10  to  11, 1.    Total,  91  trips. 
Dudley-street  and  Depot  Line— From  6.45  A.  M. 

to  7, 1 ;  then  four  each  hour  till  6.45  P.  M.    Total, 
49  trips. 


Mt.  Pleasant  and  Upham's  Comer  Line— From 
5.45  A.  M.  to  6, 1 ;  6  to  7.  4 ;  7  to  8,  10 ;  8  to  9,  8 ;  9  to 
10,9;  10  to  11,  6;  11  to  12,  6;  12  M.  to  1  P.  M.,  6,  1 
to  2,  7 ;  2  to  3,  9 ;  3  to  4,  9 ;  4  to  5,  8 ;  5  to  6, 10 ;  6  to  7, 
7;  7  to  8,  7;  8  to  9,  6;  9  to  10,  4;  10  to  11,  2;    11  to  12, 

1.  Total,  120  trips. 

Egleston-square  Line— From  5  A.  M.  to  6, 1 ;  6  to 
7, 5 ;  7  to  8,  7 ;  8  to  9, 5 ;  then  three  each  hour  till  4  P. 
M. ;  from  4  to  5,  6;  5  to  6,  5;  6  to  7,4;  7  to  8,  4;  8  to 
9,  4;  9  to  10,  4;  10  to  11,  2.    Total,  68  trips. 

Forest  Hills  Line— One  car  each  hour  from  6 
A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.    Total  13  trips. 

Beacon-street  Line— From  7  A.  M.  to  8,  2;  then 
six  each  hour  till  6  P.  M. ;  6  P.  M.  to  7,  4;  7  to  8,  3; 
8  to  9,  2 ;  9  to  10,  2 ;  10  to  11,  2.    Total  75  trips. 

Lenox-street  Line— From  6  A.  M.  to  7,  1 ;  7  to  8, 
17;  8  to  9,  19;  then  15  each  hour  till  1  P.  M. ;  1  to  2, 
16;  2  to  3,  16;  3  to  4, 17;  4  to  5,  20;  5  to  6,  18;  6  to  7, 
14;  7  to  8,  9;  8  to  9,  7;  9  to  10,8;  10  to  11,5;  11  to  12, 

2.  Total  229  trips. 

Tremont  Crossing  (Highlands)  line— From  5  A. 
M.  to  6,  2 ;  0  to  7,  17 ;  7  to  8,  9 ;  8  to  9, 14 ;  9  to  10,  15 ; 
10  to  11,  12;  11  to  12,  12;  12  to  1,11;  1  to  2,  12;  2  to  3, 
12;  3  to  4,  16;  4  to  5,  13;  5  to  6,  14;  6  to  7,  14;  7  to  8, 
7 ;  8  to  9,  5 ;  9  to  10,  4 ;  10  to  11,  5.    Total,  149  trips. 

Crossing  and  Depot  Line— From  6  A.  M.  to  7,  1; 
7  to  8,  2 ;  and  then  two  each  hour  till  5  P.  M.  Total, 
29  trips. 

Lenox-street  and  Depot  Line — From  6  A.  M.  to  7, 
1;  7  to  8,  1;  then  two  each  hour  till  8  P.  M.,  and 
one  after  that.    Total,  27  trips. 

Camden  street  via  Washington  street  to  Depots 
Line— From  5  A.  M.  to  6,  1 ;  6  to  7,  3;  7  to  8,  4;  8  to 
9,  4;  9  to  10,  3;  10  toll,  2;  11  to  12,  4;  12  to  1,4;  1 
to  2,  3 ;  2  to  3,  4 ;  3  to  4,  4 ;  4  to  5,  4 ;  5  to  6,  5 ;  6  to  7, 
4;  7to8,  3;  8to  9,  0;  9  to  10, 1;  10  toll,  1.  Total,  54 
trips. 

Dorchester  via  Grove  Hall  Line— One  car  per 
hour  from  6  A.  M.  to  10.15  P.  M,  except  between  7 
and  8  P.  M.  and  9  and  10  P.  M.    Total  15  trips. 

Jam.'\ica  Plain  Cars — From  6  A.  M.  to  7,  1 ;  then 
two  each  hour  till  8  P.  M.,  an  1  one  per  hour  then 
till  10.10.    Total,  30  trips. 

Brookline  Line — From  6  A.  M.  to  7, 1 ;  then  two 
each  hour  till  6  P.  M.;  then  one  per  hour  till  10.15 
P.  M.    Total,  28  trips. 

A  statement  follows'  of  the  number  of  cars 
running  through  Temple  place  from  7  A.  M.  to  7 
P.M.: 

J  •  No.  of     Average     Once 

cars,     per  hour.       in 

Camden  street  <$r  Depot 4.5  4  15  min. 

Dudley  street  &  Depot 48  B  15     " 

Warren  street  *  Depot 70  1  10     " 

Dorchester  i- Grove  Hall....     12  8  BO     " 

Mt.  Pleasant  &  Upham's  Cor.    H5  4  8     " 

Egleston  square 48  9  15     " 

Norfolk  House 109  9  7     " 

East  Boston  Ferry 114  9  7     " 

Chelsea  Kerry 48  4  15     " 

Charles  street 48  4  15    " 

ForestHiUs 12  1  60     " 

Total B49    Average  per  hour,  54. 

Following  is  the  number  of  cars  Inward  on  Tre- 
mont street,  from  Boylston  street,  from  7  A.  M.  to 
7  P.M.,  to  Temple  place : 

No.  of       Average       Once 
Line.  cars.       per  hour.        in 

Lenox  street 197  16  4  min. 

Tremont  Crossing 154  13  4     " 

Jamaica  Plain 24  2  39     " 

Brookline 24  2  30     " 

Tremont  Depot 24  2  30     " 

Lenox-Street  Depot 24  2  30    " 

Beacon  street B5  5  10    " 

512 
Add  Washington-street  cars.    649 

Making  a  total  of 12B1  from  Temple  place  to 

Tremont  House,  at  an  average  of  105  per  hour. 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  number  of 
cars  outward  on  Tremont  street  from  7  A.  M.  to  7 
P.  M.,  from  Tremont  House  to  Temple  place: 
Lenox-street  line,  197;  Tremont  Crossing,  154;  Ja- 
maica Plain,  24;  Brookline,  24;  Beacon  street,  65; 
Forest  Hills,  12;  Egleston  square,  48;  Mt.  Pleasant 
and  Upham's  Corner,  95;  Dorchester,  12 — total,  631. 
Average  per  hour,  52.  Add  to  this  total  48  out- 
ward Tremont  depot  cars  from  Temple  place  and 
it  makes  679  trips  outward  from  Temple  jilace  to 
Boylston  street. 

Alderman  Hall — I  move  that  these  communica- 
tions from  the  railroads  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  with  instructions  to  report  one 
week  from  today  upon  the  general  location  of  the 
horse  railroads,  as  providea  in  the  order  offered 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8,  and  passed  April  6. 
"Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  gentleman  wUl 
modify   that  motion.     The  committee   have  en- 
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(leavorert  to  make  a  report  on  that  subject,  and  1 
know,  from  the  consideration  we  have  already 
given  it,  that  it  is  impo.ssible,  within  one  week,  to 
make  a  report  from  which  any  g;ood  results  will 
come. 

Alderman  Hall — It  must  be  evident  to  any  gen- 
tleman who  looks  upon  the  crowded  comlition  of 
our  streets  at  present  that  something  should  be 
done  at  once.  If  the  committee  want  more  time  I 
would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  name  it  and  he 
can  be  accommodated. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  we  shall  need  thirty 
days,  for  this  reason  :  We  have  had  consultations 
with  officers  of  the  horse  railroads,  and  we  shall 
have  to  give  hearings  to  all  of  them  in  order  to  do 
something  that  will  cause  general  satisfaction.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  will  extend  the  time  at  least 
thirty  days. 

Alderman  Hall  assented  to  the  proposition,  and 
the  motion  to  recommit  prevailed. 

PAVING   OKDEKS  AND  EEPORTS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, submitted  reports  and  reports  recommending 
the  passage  of  orders  as  follows: 
, ,  Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
gave  the  gutters  on  Old  Harbor  street,  between 
•Thomas  ana  Eighth  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
.pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  G  stt-eet,  be- 
tween Thomas  street  and  Eighth  street,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  and  gutters  on  Seventh  street, 
between  I  and  K  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones 
and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  L  street,  be- 
tween Fifth  and  Seventh  streets,  and  on  Sixth 
street,  between  I  and  M  streets,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Leverett  street,  as  widened  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  between 
Charles  street  and  the  East  Cambridge  Bridge,  and 
to  pave  said  street  with  small  granite  blocks.  Es- 
timated cost.  $4500. 

Order  to  pa^  AVilliam  Appleton  $11,100  for  grade 
damages  on  Liberty  square,  Crab  alley  and  Water 
street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Front  street,  between  Austin  and 
Walford  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks;  esti- 
mated cost  $18,000. 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter,  and  passed. 


LICENSE  REPORTS. 


Li- 


,   Alderman  Bigelow,  for   the    Committee  on 
censes,  submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — John  M.  Gill,  30 
Hanover  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted  —  ThDmas'  F. 
Wiight,  to  give  concert  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  Oct. 
13;  H.  Davis,  Jr.,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  of  Ire- 
land at  Horticultural  Hall  for  one  week. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Lewis  Rice  &  Son, 
American  House;  Crocker  &  Buck,  St.  James  Ho- 
tel ;  Ultz  «fc  Junghams,  482  Tremont  street. 

Pawnbroker's  Licenses  Granted — Levvis  Brown, 
22  Pleasant  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — M.  Staples  and  three 
;Others  (transfers);  Charles  C.  Messer,  rear  of 
Blackstone  street. 

■  Hack  Licenses  Granted— Frederick  Boyd,  26 
Kneeland  street;  Dennis  Hurley,  cori)er  Claren- 
.don  street  and  Commonwealth  avenue;  Wilbur 
Downing  (a  minor). 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Timothy  McCar- 
thy, 367  Hanover  street;  Christian  Anderson,  cor- 
ner of  Fleet  and  Hanover  street;  George  H. 
Hicks,  Hancock  square,  CharlestowD ;  Joseph 
Lambrecht,  105VoCourt  street;  S.  P.  Kimball,  37 
Sudbury  street ;  E.  Mclntyre,  8  North  Anderson 
street. 

Innholders'  License  Granted— F.  E.  Ruggles,  cor- 
ner Hancock  and  Cambridge  streets. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— J.  W.  Moody,  53:< 
.Washington  street;  Nathaniel  Gilson,  85  Green 
street;    J.    W.    Mainwarring,    1923    Washington 


street;  Charles  W.Hebard,  4  Main  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Hack  License  Refused— John  F.  Harvey,  Wash- 
ington street  between  Brattle  street  and  Cornhill. 

Severally  accepted. 

FAST  DRIVING  IN  THE  PUBLIC  STREETS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
4l^  P.  M.,  viz.,  the  ordinance  in  favor  of  allowing 
"trials  of  speed"  on  the  portion  of  Brighton  ave- 
nue between  Beacon  street  and  Cambridge  street. 
Ward  19,  the  question  being  on  passing  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee: 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  iu  relation  to  streets 
IS  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  thirty-ninth 
section, "and  inserting  iii  place  thereof  the  follow- 
ing, namely: 

"Sect.  39".  No  owner  or  other  person,  having  for 
the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of  any  horse  or 
other  beast  of  ourthen,  carriage  or  draught,  shall 
ride,  drive  or  permit  the  horse  or  other  beast  to 
go  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  eight  miles  an 
hour  in  any  of  the  public  streets  or  ways  of  the 
city,  except  those  included  within  the  limits  of 
wards  numbered  16, 17  and  19." 

Sect.  2.  No  owner  or  other  person  having  for 
the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of  any  horse  or 
other  beast  of  burthen,  carriage  or  draught,  shall 
ride,  drive  or  permit  the  horse  or  other  beast  to 
go  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  twelve  miles  an 
hour  in  any  of  the  public  ways  or  streets  included 
within  the  limits  of  wards  numbered  16, 17  ana  19. 

Alderman  Clark — I  offer  this  ordinance  a.^  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  one  which  has  been  on  our  table  for 
two  weeks  past,  because  I  believe  it  will  be  accept- 
able to  both  parties — to  those  who  wish  to  have 
the  privilege  of  driving  faster  than  six  miles  an 
hour  on  a  certain  street,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
are  opposed  to  allowing  persons  to  drive  at  any 
rate  of  speed  they  choose  on  any  street.  I  pre- 
sume that  there  is  no  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  who  believes  that  individuals  should  be 
compelled  to  lay  themselves  liable  to  arrest  for 
driving  at  a  speed  greater  than  six  miles  an  hour. 
The  ordinance  is  violated  every  hour,  every  fifteen 
minutes  in  the  day.  There  is  not  a  coach 
that  goes  from  a  railroad  station  to  a  hotel  which 
does  not  drive  trom  six  to  eight  miles  an  hour ; 
there  is  not  a  horse  car  that  runs  through  the 
streets  of  Boston  that  does  not  at  times  go  faster 
than  six  miles  an  hour.  By  the  alteration  of  the 
ordinance  allowing  them  to  drive  at  the  rate  of 
eight  miles  an  hour  through  the  city  proper,  you 
wul  enable  them  to  go  at  a  rate  of  speed  that  may 
be  required  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  city. 
This  substitute  also  allows  them  to  drive  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  miles  an  hour  in  Dorchester,  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton.  I  believe  this  substitute 
will  be  acceptable  to  all  parties ;  it  will  give  the 
petitioners  leave  to  drive  at  greater  speed  than 
six  miles  an  hour,  and  1  have  reason  to  believe  it 
will  be  satisfactory  to  those  who  have  remon- 
strated against  the  use  of  the  Brighton  road  at 
any  rate  of  speed  which  the  driver  ma.v  choose.  1 
hope  the  ordinance  which  I  have  offered  as  a  sub- 
stitute will  pass. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  move  to  refer  the  whole 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinance.^. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  see  CO  necessity  for  its  going  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.  If  there  is  any  reason  why 
it  should  go  there  I  would  like  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man state  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  made  that  motion  sim- 
ply because  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  should  consider  this 
matter  in  all  in  its  bearings.  So  far  as  I  under- 
stand the  ordinance,  I  have  no  objection  to  offer 
to  it  at  this  time.  It  appears  to  be  rather  reason- 
able; but  I  hardly  tliink  it  is  wise  to  change  these 
ordinances  without  having  them  definitely  before 
us  in  print,  or  without  having  them  referred  to 
the  proper  committee  tor  consideration. 

Alderman  Clark — I  have  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  its  going  to  the  Committee  on  Ordiuanc  s, 
although  it  was  approved  by  the  same  party  who 
would  write  it  if  it  were  referred  to  half  a  dozen 
such  committees.  But  I  have  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  the  reference,  although  it  will  cause  a 
delay  which  I  think  is  unnecessaiy. 

Alderman  Hall — The  present  ordinance  has  lost 
its  force,  and  any  man  who  has  any  idea  of  how 
fast  six  miles  an  hour  is  knows  it.  Ceitain  gen- 
tlemen of  this  Board  seem  to  take  special  excep- 
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tions  to  this  ordinance  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  want  to  delay  the  matter.  For  one,  I  do  not 
think  I  very  otten  break  the  law  of  six  miles  an 
hour,  but  1  think  I  know  many  men  who  do — and 
even  those  who  protested  against  the  removal  of 
the  re.-trictions  on  Brighton  avenue  admitted  that 
•  there  ought  to  be  a  change,  for  every  man  who 
drives  a  good  horse  breaks  the  law.  Some  of  us 
are  law  bieakers,  perhaps,  as  weH  as  law  makers, 
and  this  ordinance  is  offered  to  satisfy  all  parties. 
As  one  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinance?^,  I  do  not 
think  they  will  ask  to  have  it  referred  to  them.  A 
reference  will  only  make  delay,  withovit  having 
any  good  come  from  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  put,  and  declared  lost. 
Alderman  Prescott  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Clark — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
reference,  but  inasmuch  as  there  seems  to  be  a 
majority  in  favor  of  passing  it  this  afternoon,  I 
shall  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  the  motion  to 
refer. 

Alderman  Emery — I  also  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  will  not  pre- 
vail. If  the  substitute  has  been  carefully  drawn, 
I  see  no  reason  for  the  reference,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  committee  will  feel  sensitive  about  it; 
one  member  of  the  committee  expresses  himself 
so,  at  least.  It  is  a  joint  committee,  and  it  will 
take  some  time  before  they  can  report  upon  it, 
whereas,  if  we  pt-ss  upon  it  favorably,  it  can  go 
to  the  Common  Council  and  be  acted" upon  very 
soon. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  suppose  tiiat  a  discussion 
ol  this  matter  is  out  of  order  at  this  time,  as  the 
question  is  upon  solving  the  doubt.  But  my  only 
object  in  making  the  motion  is  that  the  subject 
may  be  considered  in  all  its  bearings.  I  have 
never  known  a  case  where  a  member  of  this  Board 
,  introduced  an  ordinance  changing  what  is  the 
statute  law,  so  far  as  this  city  is  concerned,  with- 
out its  being  acted  upon  by  a  committee  before  it 
was  passed.  I  wish  to  se'e  it  in  print,  that  we 
may  make  no  mistake  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to 
me  eminentlv  proper  for  it  to  lie  over  one  week, 
and  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances doubtless  they  will  be  ready  to  rej.  oit  next 
Monday. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  solving  the 
doubt,  and  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Alderman  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

Nays — Alderman  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Absent — Alderman  Peters. 

Ttie  substitute  was  then  adopted,  and  the  ordi- 
nance as  amended  was  passed. 

HOTEL  AT    CITY  POINT. 

On  motien  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  5  P.  M.,  viz., 
the  reports  iccommending  leave  to  withdi aw  ou 
petitions  of  G.  H.  Walcott  for  innholder's  and  bil- 
liard licenses  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  been  asked  by  a 
member  of  this  Board,  who  desires  to  visit  this 
location,  to  request  that  this  matter  lie  over 
another  week.  Personally  I  have  no  such  request 
to  make,  but  on  his  behalf  I  move  that  this  matter 
be  specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M. 

Alderman  Bigelow — It  seems  to  me  that  this 
matter  has  been  before  this  Board  long  enough  to 
have  it  iiecifled  now.  I  do  not  suppose  that  any 
more  information  can  be  gained  if  we  delayed  it 
through  the  rest  of  this  year.  I  hope  it  will  be 
decided  this  afternoon. 

Alderman  Hall— This  is  a  petiiion  of  a  gentle- 
man at  City  Point  for  a  license  as  innholder,  and 
1  think  it  has  been  fairly  shown  that  he  has  the 
best  place  on  the  whole  of  City  Point.  But  be- 
cause of  the  opposition  of  certain  gentlemen 
there  who  are  landholders — in  other  words  it  is  the 
rich  against  the  poor— hp  has  been  denied  this  li- 
cense. Now  one  member  of  this  Board,  who  has 
voted  for  it.  has  asked  to  have  the  matter  lie  over, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  fair,  just  and  reasonable  re- 
quest, and  I  hope  it  will'be  granted. 

Alderman  Emery — Before  that  question  is  put  I 
desire  to  say  one  word.  That  matter,  as  all  gen- 
tlemen present  are  aware,  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses,  and  they  had  repeated  hear- 
ings. The  subject  was  investiaraied  pro  and  con. 
The  petitioner  appeared  with  able  counsel,  and  he 
had  all  the  hearings  he  asked  for;  gentlemen  tes- 
tified in  favor  of  the  license ;  the  remonstrants 
were  fully  heard,  and  a  great  number  of  them  ap- 
peared.   The  committee  visited  the  premises  and 


looked  the  matter  over  with  the  utmost  care. 
After  a  full,  fair,  free  and  complete  investigation, 
the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
did ;  they  reported  to  this  Board,  and  the  re- 
port was  accepted.  To  accommodate  the  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  petitioner  as  counsel  the 
matter  was  brought  back.  A  gentleman  who  ex- 
pressed his  approval  of  that  report,  through 
the  kindest  feelings  for  the  eminent  coun- 
sel, gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsid- 
er, and  every  other  gentleman  here  seemed 
to  be  willing  to  have  a  full  investigation,  it  the 
parties  desired  it.  We  went  into  a  long  and 
tedious  examination  before  the  full  Board.  Noth- 
ing appeared  at  that  hearing,  as  I  observed,  which 
had  not  been  lieard  by  the  committee.  Alter  that 
full  investigation  the  vote  was  postponed  to  this 
time.  Now  a  gentleman,  as  I  understand,  asks  a 
further  extension  of  time.  We  might  just  as  uell 
pass  upon  it,  as  to  keep  it  along.  While  we  are 
indulging  in  this  dilatoiy  action,  the  gentleman 
has  no  license.  It  is  time  for  the  gentlemen  of 
this  Board  to  take  the  responsibility,  and  I  think 
we  should  decide  the  question  now. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  see  any  particular 
necessity  for  pressing  this  matter  this  evening. 
We  all  admit  that  one  member  is  away  who  would 
vote  in  favor  of  this  license.  In  my  opinion  this 
is  a  hardship  upon  the  petitioner.  They  hare 
hunted  him  from  place  to  place  and  have  not  given 
him  an  hour's  peace  anywhere.  And  who  are  his 
persecutors?  They  are  certainly  rich  men  who 
are  doing  It.  It  is  not  the  mass  of  the  people. 
Certainly  this  man  keeps  the  only  place  there 
which  can  be  called  a  hotel.  lie  has  a 
dining  room  to  accommodate  150  persons, 
and  twenty  sleeping  rooms,  which  he  proved 
were  well  furnished,  although  the  remon- 
strants tried  to  show  that  they  were  not. 
And  one  gentleman,  whom  you  all  must  admit  to 
be  a  candid  man,  said  he  lodged  there.  Now, 
while  we  are  waiting  for  the  full  Board  to  be  pres- 
ent, gentlemen  aie  attempting  to  press  this  mat- 
ter. Nobody  is  to  be  injured^  by  the  delay ;  no  one 
will  be  harmed  by  laying  it  over  one  week,  and  I 
hope  the  final  vote  will   not  be  taken  this  evening. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  put,  and  de- 
clared lost.  Alderman  Worch'ngton  doubted  the 
vote,  a  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed—8  for,  3  against. 

PROPOSED  NEW  SQUARE  ON  THE  BACK  BAT. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  requested  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  whether  any  satisfactory 
arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  parties  inter- 
ested to  secure  the  laving  out  as  a  public  park  of 
the  lot  of  land  bounded  by  Boylston  street,  Hunt- 
ington avenue  and  Dartmouth  street. 
Passed. 

BONDS  or    CITY   OFPTCEKS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  bonds  of  city  officers, 
suumitted  a  report  that  they  have  attended  to  the 
duty,  that  the  City  Solicito'r  has  certified  to  the 
correctness  as  t'*  form  of  all  the  bonds,  and  the 
committee  find  that  the  sureties  of  each  are  suffi- 
cient.   Accepted. 

COMPENSATION   FOR  TRUE  TIME. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fir»  Commissioners 
be  authorized  to  pay  to  .Joseph  Winlock,  director 
of  the  Observator>  of  Harvard  College,  the  sum 
of  $500  for  furnishing  the  true  meridian  time  to 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  inesent  year;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Alarms. 
Read  once. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Clark,  for  the  Committee  on  Street  « 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports  and 
orders  as  follows; 

Reports  recommendine  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Cynthia  O.  Pierce  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assesment  for  widening  Union  street, 
Brighton;  and  on  petition  ^of  S.  E.  Decker  for 
abatement  of  betterment  assessment.  Severally 
accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows  :  J. 
Lavery,  33114.  laying  out  and  extending  East  Len- 
ox street;  Joseph  Dix,  §650,  widening  Centre 
street;  Patrick  Council,  $109.90,  widening  Maga- 
zine street ;  heirs  of  Ralph  Haskins,  $1928,  laying 
out  Kingsbury  street.    Severally  lefd  once. 

Order  to  pay  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson  $7500,  for  land 
damages  in  laying  out  and  extending    East  Letox 
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street.    Bead.twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Har- 
ris, and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Addiseai  P.  Wheelock  and  Na- 
thaniel Adams,  executor  ot  31.  E.  'C.  Gunnison,  to 
tjuit  on  Silver  street  by  the    1st   of   November. 
,Pa-;sed. 

WIDENING   OF  NORTH  .iCENTRE  STREET. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  .Joint  .Committee  on 

; Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and  or- 

uer  of  the  lioiird  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the 

wideninj;-   of   North    Centre   street,    at    Hanover 

.  street,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  City 

■Council  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  said  resolve 

ancl  order;  the  expense  of  maliing  the  widening  to 

be  charged  to  .the  appropriation  for   Laying  Out 

and  ^Vil^ening  Streets. 

The  report  wus  accepted  and  the  resolve  and  or- 
der were  passed.  In  concurrence  with  the  Street 
'  Goimnissioners. 

PEUJS.ITS   FOB  STABLES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Worthiugton,  for  tue  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Boaid,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on  the 
joUow.iiig  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables : 
M.  Harrington,  rear ',i92  Bunker  Hill  street:  C.  C. 
Dow,  JBartlett  stiviet,  Ward  13;  Mt.  Washington 
Breuei\v  Co.  (to  uiwve  and  occupy),  Eighth  .>^treet; 
.John  I*.  Kelly,  Howai'd  street;  BV-ston  fiotective 
Department,  on  Pleasant  street  corner  of  Osborn 
place ;  LiUiis  Vogel, Washington  and  Grove  streets, 
Ward  11;  iJeorge  H..  Robinson,  104  Cambridge 
:Street;  Teu'ence  Cavajiaugh,  Mori  coiut;  Charles 
G.  Rost,  rear  23  f'onant  screet;  also,  reijort  recom- 
imenuing  the  granting  of  petition  of  Trui-tees  of 
Boston  College  for  leave  to  maintain  a  cellar  below 
;grade,  provided  said  cellar  is  boxed  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Committee  on  Health.  Severally 
accepted. 

SEWEBS, 

Alderman  Piower,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
Rubimitted  rep-orts  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  recoiumending  that  petition  of  Franklin 
Praetor,  for  rsmoval  of  a  drain  which  runs 
through  h's  land  on  Cottage  street,  be  referred  to 
Comuittee  on  l'.aving.  Accepted  and  reference 
ordered- 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  construct- 
ing common  sewers  as  follows:  In  Walnut  street, 
Dorchester,  between  Ericsson  and  Water  streets ; 
in  Bedford  street,  between  Kinerstou  and  Summer 
streets.    Severally  passed. 

Resolve  and  oriier  for  the  tnkiug  of  land  of  Jo- 
seph Ham,  170  teet  long  and  five  feet  wide,  run- 
ning ftom  land  of  Moteley  to  the  edge  of  the 
marsh  in  Dorchester  Bay,  with  the  Hats  thereto 
belonging,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  sewer 
between  the  foot  of  Crescent  avenue  to  tide  water 
in  Dorchester — according  to  a  plan  of  said  land, 
called  "Plan  accompanving  the  conveyance  of 
rights  ot  drainage  to  city  cf  Boston,"  and  dated 
September,  1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Read  twice  and  ])assed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $60.43  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  of  Mary  A,  G.  Fuller,  for  a  sewer 
in  Clifton  street,  and  that  $30.21  be  hereby  as- 
sessed upon  the  same  party  for  a  sewer  in  Hudson 
street 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $75.60  be  here'jy  re- 
funded to  Charles  Robinson,  Jr.,  attorney,  being 
one-half  the  assessments  and  costs  levied  upon 
certain  estates  in  Bartlett  street,  Charlestown,  for 
a  sewer. 

Order  to  pay  Thomas  Leonard  $43.20,  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  imijrove- 
jnent  of  Stony  Brook,  in  West  Roxbury,  by  an  or- 
der of  Comnii.'-sioners  on  Stony  Brook,'  passed 
Jan.  9, 1871. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

OLD  ENGINE  HOUSE  IN  WARD  SEVENTEEN. 

AJderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  submitted  a  report  representing  that 
the  committee  have  in  charge  a  lot  of  land  con- 
taining about  1560  square  feet,  upon  which  is  a 
wooden  building  known  as  the  old  engine  house, 
on  Centre  street.  West  Roxbury.  Said  building  be- 
ing unfit  tor  use,  the  committee  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  auction  the  lot  of 
land  belonging  to  the  city  known  as  the  old  en- 
gine house  lot,  situated  on  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury;  also,  at  the  same  time,  the  wood  build- 
ing standing  upon  said  lot ;  the  proceeds  of  said 
sales  to  be  paid  the  City  Treasurer. 

Read  once. 


PEBMITS  TO   BUILD. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  liuildings,  submitted  re- 
ports recoinmeniling  the  passage  of  orders  author- 
izing the  issuing  of  i)ermit8  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ings as  follows  :  John  Mryant,  Austin  street,  Ward 
20;  Stephen  H.  Tarbill,'  Albany  street,  between 
Newton  and  Stoughto;i  streets ;  Owen  Nawn  (leave 
to  enlarge),  Parker  street,  near  Ce  tre  street,. 
Ward  15.  The  orders  were  severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Also  report  on  remonstrance  of  ,J.  P.  French  et 
al.  against  the  rebuilding  ol  the  old  barrel  factory, 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary,  as  the  parties 
have  concluded  to  build  in  s.nother  locality.  Ac- 
cepted. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  A. 
F.  Neale  and  several  otliers,  constables,  which  had 
been  certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  on  his 
motion  the  bonds  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

WARRANT  FOB  STATE  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  olfered  the  following: 
Ordered ,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  in  their  respect- 
ive wards  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  Novem- 
ber next,  being  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday 
in  said  month,  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and 
there  to  give  m  their  /otes  for  a  Governor,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  Secretary,  Auditor,  Attorney 
General,  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General,  also  for 
the  number  of  Councillors,  Senators  and  Rejiresen- 
tatives  to  which  this  city  is  entitled  in  its  various 
disricts :  also  tor  members  of  the  Forty-fourth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  from  Districts  3,  4, 
5  and  8;  also  for  a  Sheritf,  a  District  At- 
torney and  thiee  Commissioners  of  Insolvency 
for  Suffolk  County,  and  for  a  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Criminal  uourt  in  place  of  Henry  Homer,  deceased 
—all  the  foregoing  to  be  voted  for  ou  one  ballot ; 
also,  10  give  in  on  another  ballot  their  vote,  yes  or 
no,  in  answer  to  each  of  the  following  questions, 
viz. :  Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  Commonwealth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-four,  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  city 
of  Chelsea  with  the  city  of  Boston"  be  accepted? 
Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislatuie  of  this 
Commonwealth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy -four,  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  town  of  Winthrop"  be  accepted? 
The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until  41/2  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

OEDEB  TO  EEPORT  IN  PRINT. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commission  of  Physicians 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  comparative  sanitary  qualities  of  the 
Sudbury,  Mystic,  Shawsheen  and  Charles  River 
waters  be  authorized  to  submit  their  report  in 
print,  and  to  furnish  three  thousand  copies  of  the 
same ;  the  expense  of  such  printing  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  an  Additional  Water 
Supply. 

Passed. 

PASSAGE WA.Y  IN  BEAB     OF    EAST  CHESTEB  PARK, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  order  to  ac- 
cept a  passageway  in  rear  of  East  Chester  park, 
with  passageway  leading  from  East  Springfield 
street  to  East  Chester  park,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Emery  explained  that  the  order  is 
part  of  a  settlement  made  by  the  Committee  and 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  \vith  the  owner  of 
the  adjoining  lot,  in  order  to  make  property  be? 
longing  to  him  and  to  the  city  more  available. 

The  order  was  passed. 

EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildr 
ings  be  authorized  to  provide  such  temporary  ac- 
eommodations  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
evening  schools  in  such  sections  of  the  city  where 
the  registration  of  voters  or  ward  meetings  of  cit- 
izens are  held  in  buildings  now  occupied  for  said 
school  purposes;  the  expense  of  providing  said 
accommodations  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading  at  the  present  time ;  I  have  in- 
troduced it  for  this  reason :  In  several  of  the 
wards  in  this  city,  in  2,  3,  5,  7,  and  possibly  in 
some  others,  the  wardrooms  which  are  now  used 
for  evening  schools  will  be  needed  by  the  Assist- 
ant Registrars  of  Voters  for  some  two  weeks. 
The  wardrooms  will  also  be  needed  some  even- 
ings for  political  caucuses,  and  in  order  that  some 
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temporary  accommodations  may  be  furnished 
uieanwhiie  for  these  evening  schools  I  have 
introduced  this  order.  It  there  is  any 
part  of  the  money  expended  in  this  city  for  edu- 
cational purposes  that  is  well  spent,  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  that  spent  for  evening  schools, 
where  young  men  and  women,  who  work  hard 
during  the  day,  attend  regularly  in  order  to 
educate  themselves.  In  four  wards  the  meeting 
for  the  registration  of  voters  will  interfere  very 
seriously  with  the  schools.  Temporary  accommo- 
Uatlons  can  be  provided  at  no  very  great  expense, 
but  I  think  the  Committee  on  Fublic  Buildings 
have  hardly  authority  to  do  it  without  an  order 
from  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and 
then  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the 
order,  with  the  proviso  that  those  additional  ac- 
commodations shall  be  provided  in  the  school- 
houses  belonging  to  the  city.  Under  the  order 
the  committee  will  have  authority  to  go  outside 
and  hire  any  hall  that  they  may  be  able  to  secure. 
If  it  is  provided  that  they  shall  make  the  arrange- 
ments in  our  public  schoolhouses,!  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  order,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to 
authorize  the  committee  to  lease  halls  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  order  is  written  "topi  o- 
vide  such  temporary  accommodations  as  they  may 
deem  expedient."  I  hardly  think  the  committee 
will  deem  it  expedient  to  hire  halls.  In  most  ot 
these  cases  the  gas  pipes  fill  have  to  be  extend- 
ed to  some  other  room  in  the  building. 

Alderman  Emery — As  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings.  I  am  not  anxious  that  we 
should  be  put  to  any  more  expense  for  school- 
houses  than  is  indispensable.  Our  expenses  are 
lunning  up  very  fast,  and  if  we  can  get  along 
without  any  additional  rooms,  I  should  desire  to 
do  so,  and  I  hope  we  shall.  It  will  be  but 
a  few  weeks  that  we  shall  need  any  out- 
side accommodations,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  go  outside  at  all.  If  these 
schools  are  located  in  districts  where  there  are 
schoolhouses  I  think  they  will  accomplish  the 
purpose.  It  may  be  we  can  find  these  accommo- 
dations outside  for  a  few  weeks,  but  I  do  not 
think  they  would  suftei'  verv  much  if  we  should 
suspend  the  schools  for  a  short  time  in  some  in- 
stances. 

Alderman  Prescott — These  evening  schools  are 
only  held  during  a  few  mouths  in  the  year,  and  it 


seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  extremely  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  scholars  to  suspend 
them  even  for  a  short  time.  If  gentlemen  of  this 
Board  will  coma  in  and  look  at  these  evening 
schools  I  think  they  will  not  object  to  spending 
a  few  dollars  for  them. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  order,  if  it  is  left  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  know 
what  are  the  objections  to  occupying  some  of  the 
schoolhouses  for  these  evening  schools.  It  would 
certainly  save  expense.  Each  schoolhouse  has  a 
large  hall  in  the  upper  story,  and  large  rooms  for 
classes,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  going  outside 
and  spending  a  dollar  unless  it  be  to  put  in  gas 
pipes  to  light  those  rooms  in  the  evening.  I  hope 
if  this  oraer  passes  that  there  will  be  no  money 
spent  in  hiring  rooms  outside  ihe  schoolhouses. 

Alderman  Emery — I  suppose  it  will  be  practica- 
ble in  most  cases  to  use  the  school  rooms.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
who  offers  the  order,  understands  the  case,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  he  desires  to  incur  great  expendi- 
ture. There  can  be  no  objection  to  leaving  it  to 
the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  think  there  need  be 
any  objection.  The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings will  furnish  only  such  accommodations  as 
are  necessary.  An  order  has  already  been  passed 
locating  an  evening  school  in  the  Wells  Schoolhouse 
in  jjlace  of  the  Chambers-street  Chapel.  Now  the 
Assistant  Registrars  of  Voters  wOl  use  that  room 
for  two  weeks  commencing  next  Monday  night, 
and  the  room  may  also  be  v.  anted  by  citizens  for 
caucuses.  I  offered  this  order  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  may  be  authorized  to  pro- 
vide temporarv  accommodations  somewhere  else. 

Alderman  Hall— There  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
need  of  coming  hete  and  asking  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  this  kind,  as  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of 
room  for  these  eveniiig  school-^.  I  hope  the  com- 
mittee will  use  the  different  schoolhouses  and  not 
be  hiring  halls  for  this  purpose. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  was  not  my  intention  to 
hire  outside  halls,  but  to  furnish  such  temporary 
accommodations  in  some  othei  school  rooms,  which 
the  committee  have  no  right  to  do  without  author- 
ity from  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  ad- 
jocined  and  stood  a  ijouri.ed  till  Tuesday,  Occ.  13, 
at  71/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  hohi  a  convention  with  the 
School  Committee. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oonimon  Council, 

OCrOBER    15,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  7  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  G.  Winthrop  Coffin  et  al.,  Henry 
W.  Wilson  H  al.,  W.  F.  Mallalieu  ct  al.,  Houghton 
&  Short,  and  Edward  Gallagher.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Report  that  bonds  of  the  city  officers  are  cor- 
rect, and  the  sureties  of  each  are  sufficient.  Ac- 
cei>ted. 

Report  that  further  consideration  is  unnecessa- 
ry on  remonstrance  of  Joseph  P.  French  and 
others  against  rebuilding  the  barrel  factory  on 
Second  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  build  to  be 
issued,  as  follows:  1.  John  Bryant,  Austin 
street,  Ward  20.  2.  Stephen  H.  Ta'rbell,  Albany 
street.  3.  Owen  Nawn,  Parker  street,  -lear  Centre 
street.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  furnished  for  evening  schools,  which  are 
held  in  buildings  where  the  registration  of  voters 
is  made  or  ward  meetings  are  held.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading  and  laid  over.  Subsequently,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.  Mr.  Pease  explained  thit  the  rooms 
were  to  be  used  by  the  Assistant  Registrars  of 
voters,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  accommo- 
dations should  be  furnished  immediately. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  resolve 
and  order  for  widening  North  Centre  street,  at 
Hanover  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $11,020. 
Accepted,  and  said  resolve  and  order  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Commission  of  Physicians 
on  examination  of  sanitary  condition  of  Sudbuiy, 
Mystic,  Shawsheen  and  Charles  rivers,  to  report  iu 
print,  and  to  furnish  3000  copies.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  report  whether  any  satisfactory  arrangement 
can  be  made,  with  parties  interested,  to  secure  for 
a  public  park  the  lot  of  land  bounded  by  Boylston 
street,  Huntington  avenue  and  Dartmouth  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

FAST  DRIVING  IN  THE  STREETS. 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances recommending  the  passage  of  an  ordinance 
to  allow  fast  driving  on  the  "Mile  Ground," 
came  down  with  a  substitute  a<loi5ted  bv  the  other 
branch  providing  for  a  change  in  the  present  or- 
dinance iorbidding  the  driving  at  a  greater  rate 
of  speed  than  eight  miles  an  hour  within  the  city 
except  Wards  16, 17  and  19,  and  forbidding  a  speed 
faster  than  twelve  miles  an  hour  in  those  wards. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— There  has  been,  sir,  for 
several  years,  among  the  ordinances  oi  the  city  of 
Boston,  as  is  well  known  to  ics  citizens  and  the 
members  of  this  body,  one  limiting  tlie  rate  of 
speed  in  our  streets  to  six  miles  an  hour.  That 
ordinance  has  been  found  to  be  of  practical  opera- 
tion and  beneficial  in  its  results.  By  means  of  it 
pedestrians  on  the  macadamized  streets  and 
wooden-paved  avenues  leading  from  the  centre 
of  the  city  have  been  enabled  to  cioss  and 
recross  with  safety;  the  children  in  many 
parts  of  the  city,  who  have  unfortunately  no 
other  place  to  play  in,  have  been  enabled 
with  considerable  safety  to  find  amusement  in  the 
streets ;  iinder  it  the  police  have  been  able  to  con- 
trol the  locomotion  of  vehicles  and  regulate  public 
travel  in  our  streets.  No  objection  has  ever  been 
made  to  it;  no  re  juest,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from 
reading  the  proceedings  of  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  City  Council,  has  been  made  for  its 
repeal,  or  for  its  modification,  except  to  a  limited 
extect.  Some  little  time  since,  after  the  annexa- 
tion to  the  city  of  what  is  now  Ward  19,  a  i)etitlon 
was  presented  asking  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
newly  acquired  territoi-y  should  be  set  apart  for 
tl'.e  purpose  of  trials  of  the  speed  of  horses  for 
one  hour  before  and  one  hour  after  sun- 
set. That,  sir,  met  with  some  objection,  as 
might  naturally  have  been  supposed,  from  the 
abutters  on  that  street.  Owing  to  that  objection, 
the  other  branch  of  this  Government  have  passed 
an  ordinance  repealing  the  one  which,  as  it  seems 


to  me,  wisely  limited  the  rate  of  speed  to  six 
miles  an  hour,  and  virtually  making  a  race  course 
of  Wards  16, 17  and  19;  and,  judging  from  the  re- 
marks of  Alderman  Claik,  who  offered  this  or- 
dinance, it  seems  to  have  been  done  because  it 
was  believed  that  this  would  be  acceptable  to  both 
parties.  In  my  opinion  it  will  be  acceptable  to 
neither  party.  Those  gentlemen  who  want  to  drive 
their  horses  upon  the  Mile  Ground  do  not  want  to 
be  limited  to  a  mile  in  five  minutes ;  they  do  not 
want  to  be  limited  to  twelve  miles  an  hour;  they 
want  to  get  the  utmost  sjjeed  from  their  horses 
upon  that  track.  Those  who  ride  for  pleasure  cer- 
tainly do  not  want  to  run  the  risk  and  incur  the 
danger  of  collision  or  accident  in  what  is  a  beau- 
tiful— if  not  the  most  beautiful — part  of  the  sub- 
urbs of  Boston.  Now,  sir,  this  new  ordinance,  as 
proposed,  will  cut  off  those  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton who  drive  for  pleasure  and  not  for  speed  from 
Biighton,  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  and  con- 
vert into  a  sort  of  mile  track  the  driveway 
around  Chestnut  HUl  Reservoir.  The  effect 
of  passing  this  ordii.ance  will,  it  seems  to 
me,  increase  more  than  twofold  the  risk 
and  danger  which  there  always  is,  more  or  less, 
to  those  who  drive  merely  for  pleasure.  It  will 
enable  people  to  drive  across  the  ci.,y  at  an  unrea- 
sonable rate  of  speed.  It  will  throw  open  the 
newly  acquired  territory  to  racing  on  Sunday, 
notwithstanding  the  remark  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers in  the  other  branch,  that  the  Sunday  law 
would  prohibit  fast  driving  on  the  Mile  Ground  on 
that  day.  I  do  not  so  understand  it.  Tue  Sun- 
day law  prohibits  travelling  on  Sunday,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  necessity  or  charity,  and 
it  does  not  regulate  the  speed  at  which  a  man, 
travelling  for  necessity  or  charity,  may  drive. 
Therefore  we  shall  have  rapid  driving  in  the  new- 
ly acquired  territory  on  Sundays  as  well  as  week 
days,  and  it  will  be  tlifflcult  to  determine  who  has 
the  right  to  travel  fast  on  that  day  and  who  not 
I  hope,  therefore,  for  the  reasons  given,  that  this 
ordinance  will  not  prevail. 

The  President  explained  that  the  first  question 
was  on  the  sub  titution  of  the  ordinance  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  one  originally  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — It  seems  to  me  that  this 
ordinance  ought  to  go  to  the  committee  who  have 
had  the  subject  in  charge,  and  who  reported  the 
first  ordinance.  I  notice(i  that  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  there  was  a  public  hearing  given  on  the 
subject.  Now,  the  giving  of  public  hearings  by 
one  branch  upon  a  matter  that  is  to  be  passed 
upon  by  both  branches  seems  to  me  to  be  an  ir- 
regularity that  was  doubtless  entertained  by  in- 
advertence, because  there  are  many  mat- 
ters which  that  Board  passes  upon  exclu- 
sively. But  this  relates  to  an  ordinance  which 
cities  and  towns  are  authorized  to  pass,  and  there- 
fore it  should  be  acted  upon  by  both  branches. 
This  ordinance  not  having  been  before  any  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council,  I  therefore  move  that 
tne  whole  subject  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— As  that  matter  has  been 
very  fully  discussed  by  the  other  branch,  I  sug- 
gest an  amendment  to  the  motion,  which  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  accept,  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on 
the  part  of  this  branch.  I  shall  have  no  objection  to 
its  going  there,  but  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
referring  it  to  a  joint  committee  when  the  other 
branch  have  passed  upon  it  after  a  long  hearing. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — One  objection  to  the 
aiuendmsnt  is  that  this  is  a  matter  which  is  lo  be 
passed  upon  by  both  branches,  and  therefore  it 
should  go  to  a  joint  committee.  I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  its  being  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  which  is  composed  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of  this  branch;  but 
it  seems  to  me  that,  on  the  whole,  it  should  go  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances,  us  this  ordi- 
nance has  not  been  before  them.  That  committee 
reported  the  original  ordinance,  and  if  it  is  re- 
committed at  all  it  should  go  to  them. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — If  I  read  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  aright,  this  ordi- 
nance has  never  been  before  that  coimnittee,  but 
was  offered  at  the  last  meeting  by  Alderman 
Clark  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  reported  by  the 
committee.  A  motion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  which  was  voted 
down. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  suggested  the  ameudnient— the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  having 
been  made  in  the  other  branch  and  voted  down 
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My  own  opinion  is  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch,  a  mo- 
tion to  refer  to  the  joint  committee  having  been 
voted  down  in  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
fact  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  not  exercise 
that  courtesy  due  to  the  committee  having  the 
matter  in  charge — in  refusing  to  recommit  the 
subject  for  their  consideration^is, perhaps,  a  rea- 
son why  we  should  set  them  a  better  example. 

The  I'resident— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  to  make  a  motion  ? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— No,  sir. 

The  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances  was  carried,  in  nouconcurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  suitable  wardrooms  to  be 
provided  at  ensuing  elections  in  Wards  20,  21  and 
22,  to  be  used  as  voting  places.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  authorizing  the  follo.ving  transfers: 
From  the  appropriation  for  Water  Works  ^f30,000, 
and  from  the  Res^erved  Fund  $20,000,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Water  Works,  Wards  13, 14, 15  and  16; 
also  from  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses to  Contingent  Fund  for  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  $1500.  Passed— yeas  53,  nays  0— in  con- 
currence. 

Order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  old  engine 
house  in  rear  of  Town  Hall,,  Brighton.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  Council  took  up,  as  unfinished  business,  the 
nominations  for  superintendents  of  Charles  River, 
Warren  and  Maiden  Bridges  and  proceded  to  an 
election. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  that  all  the  su- 
perintendents be  voted  for  at  once.    Carried. 

Messrs.  Loring:  of  Ward  12,  Wilbur  of  Ward  9, 
and  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows: 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

N  ecessarv  to  a  choice 30 

Joel  K.  Bolan  had '.  .57 

E.  B.  Rankin 1 

And  Mr.  Bolan  was  declared  ele.cted  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

For  Suxierintendent  of  Warren  Bridge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Charles  H.  Marple  had 54 

And  Mr.  Marple  was  declared  elected  on  the  Dart 
of  the  Common  Council. 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

John  Howard  had 54 

J.J.Flynn 1 

Napoleon  O'Brien 1 

And  Mr.  Howard  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  for  the  City  Council  to  attend 
the  dedication  of  "the  new  building  of  the  Brigh- 
ton Branch  Library,  on  Thursday  evening,  Oct.  29. 
The  invitation  was  accepted  on '  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council  ana  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Ihacher  of  Ward  15 — Petition  for  leave 
to  enlarge  wooden  building  by  the  Whiting  Iron 
Foundry  Company,  on  Farnham  tStreet,  Ward  13; 
and  to  erect  woodmen  buildings  DyKelley&  Mooiiey 
on  Ashton  place.  Ward  3,  and  Owen  Nawn  in  rear 
of  Palmer  street.  Ward  13. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

WARDROOMS  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  who  were  directed  to 
report  suitable  voting  places  in  Wards  'lO,  21  and 
22,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
wardrooms  for  Wards  20,  21  and  22,  for  election 
purposes,  be  established  at  the  following  locali- 
ties, namely:  Ward  20,  at  Choral  Hall,  Lawrence 
street;  Ward  21,  at  Edgeworth  Chapel,  Edge- 
worth  street;  Ward  22,  at  (Jnion  Hall,  Main  street. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  PROPOSED  NAUTICAL  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 


signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  on  establishing 
a  nautical  school  (City  Doc.  No.  82, 1874),  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  and  the 
reference  of  the  subject  to  the  School  Committee 
with  a  request  to  consider  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  as  early  as  practicable  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  such  a  school,  and  the  prob- 
able annual  expense  to  the  city  of  maintaining 
the  same. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  find  by  reading  the  re- 
port that  the  £Ct  of  Congress  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  nautical  schools  authorizes  "the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  furnish,  upon  application 
of  a  Governor  of  a  State,  a  vessel  of  the  navy, 
propel  Ij' fitted  up,  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
any  nautical  school  established  at  each  or  any  of 
the  ports  of  New  Yoik,  Boston,  Baltimore  and  San 
Francisco,  upon  condition  that  theie  shall  be 
maintained  at  each  port  a  school,  or  branch  of  a 
school,  for  the  instruction  of  youths  in  navigation, 
seamanship,  marine  enginery,"  etc.  But  it  is  to  be 
done  upon  application  in  writing  by  the  governor. 
It  seems  that  in  New  York  the  governor  made 
application  at  the  request  of  certain  citizens 
of  the  city  of  New  York.  But  the  act  itself,  while 
it  looks  to  the  establishment  of  such  a  school  at 
the  port  of  Boston,  seems  to  me  to  consider  it  a 
State  institution.  The  report  of  the  committee 
also  speaks  of  the  fact  that  we  have  had  nautical 
schools.  Thev  were,  of  course,  of  a  different 
kind,  because  they  were  schools  for  sentenced 
children,  while  this  law  provides  that  no  sentenced 
children  shall  go  to  this  school.  Therefore,  as  a 
means  of  acquiring  information,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  on  the  subject  of  a  nautical 
School  be  referred  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  witn 
the  request  that  he  confer  with  the  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth  regarding  the  same,  and  com- 
municate to  the  City  Council  such  information  as 
may  bear  upon  the  expediency  of  establishing 
such  a  school,  and  whether  it  should  be  by  the 
Commonwealth  or  the  city,  and  the  prouable 
annual  expense  of  maintaining  the  same. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  suggest  that 
the  ciuestion  before  the  Council  now  is  upon  the 
acceptance  of  the  report,  which  would  be  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  school  board  with  the  retjuest 
that  they  consider  and  report.  The  order  oaered 
by  the  gentleman  is  not  in  ©rder.  If  he  will  em- 
body the  substance  of  the  order  in  a  motion,  that 
will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  will  make  it  as  a  motion 
then  ["that  the  report  be  referred  to  the  Mayor, 
vnth  the  request,"  etc]. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  am  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction,  and  I  took  it  for  grant- 
ed that  this  school  was  to  be  under  the  supervision 
of  the  city  of  Boston  by  its  school  board.  1  he 
idea  did  not  once  enter  iny  head  that  it  might  be 
a  Commonwealth's  institution,  and  I  am  veiy 
glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  discov- 
ered that  point.  I  hope  that  his  motion  will  pre- 
vail. I  have  no  desire  that  the  city  of  Boston 
should  manage  any  institution  and  foot  the  bills 
for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  I  think  we  have  done 
enough  of  that.  But  if  it  does  legitimately  be- 
long to  the  city  to  bear  the  expense  I  should 
favor  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  prevailed  and  the  re- 
port was  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

LEAVE  TO   WITHDRAW. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  at  their  own  request  on  petition  of  C. 
C.  Cobleigh  ei  ai.    Accepted. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Giounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  ai'- 
ditional  sum,  not  exceeding  |G00,  for  team  work 
in  their  department;  the  expenditure  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  approjiriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum,  not  exceeding  $5000,  in  paying  for  labor 
on  the  public  grounds,  the  expenditure  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  se  ;ond  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    19,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police — John  A.  Doe,  Jr.,  Temporary 
Home,  Chardon  street;  James  Morse,  George  H. 
Morse,  Methodist  Episcopal  Society,  Washington 
Village;  Henry  Hugh  Smith,  Appleton  TemporaiTr 
Home;  George  S.  Hutchinson,  Evening  School, 
bathhouse,  Cabot  street. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— Jonathan  Fro- 
h6ck. 

Constables— Charles  E.  Townsend,  Samwel  A. 
Cushing,  Treasurer's  Department. 

OEDERS  OF  NOTICE    BECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  petitions  were 
considered  and  disposed  of  as  follows : 

On  expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Bedford 
street,  between  Kingston  ancl  Summer  streets. 
No  objections,  and  order  recommitted  to  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

On  expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Walnut 
street,  Dorchester,  between  Ericsson  and  Water 
streets.  The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  fronj 
Jeremiah  Myers  et  al.  against  the  construction  of 
said  sewer.  Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  had  been 
d«6ired  to  present  a  diagram  of  the  proposed 
sewer  and  the  streets  in  which  it  is  to  be  laid,  and 
had  been  requested  by  parties  in  interest  to  move 
that  the  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers.    The  motion  prevailed. 

On  petition  of  Robert  Frampton,  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Boylston 
street.  Ward  17.  No  objections,  and  recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  Cambridge  Railroad  Company, 
for  an  additional  track  on  lower  portion  of  Lever- 
ett  street.  No  objections,  and  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS    BEFEBRED. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District.  Joseph  Nickerson  et  al.,  that 
the  grade  of  Hunneman  street  be  kept  at  12. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Bojti- 
ton  Bros,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  Columbus  avenue  at  the  corner  of  Northamp- 
ton street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  B.  Fallen 
st  al.,  that  lamps  be  placed  on  Mt.  Hope  and  Can- 
terbury streets.  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  George  C.  Wright  for  removal  of 
several  trees  from  the  sidewalk  of  Eden  street, 
Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  A.  L.  Bailey,  for  a 
sewei  in  Ninth  street  from  1  to  K  street. 

To  the  Co7nmittee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  C.  H.  B.  Breck,  guardian,  for  abatement 
of  betterment  assessment  on  Lincoln  street,  Brigh- 
ton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  F.  B.  Beaumont,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  tor  three  horses  on  Alveston  street. 

William  F.  Shedd  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Mosely  avenue, 
Ward  16. 

Joseph  B.  Sanford,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Highland  street. 

George  Russell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Kemp  stieet. 

T.  W.  Howe,for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  in  rear  of  Reed  street. 

T.  W.  Howe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Reed  street. 

R.  J.  Monk,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  C  street,  corner  of  Second 
street. 

F.  D.  Osgood,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Cedar  street.  No.  56,  Ward 
16. 

Eliza  M.  Bowe,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
buUd  a  stable  on  Laurel  street. 

William  Cable  et  al.,  reinon.strauce  against  erec- 
tion of  a  stable  by  John  G.  Day  on  Beethoven 
street. 

L.  P.  Hunt,  remonstrance  against  erection  of 
stable  at  26  East  Concord  street. 

Nathan  H.  Dillingham,  for  leave  to  establish  a 
private  lying-in  hospital  at  21  Indiana  place. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing.  Porter  & 
Coates  of  Philadelphia,  tor  aid  in  the  publication 
of  an  Illustrated  work  exhibiting  the  progress  of 
the  L'nited  States  in  one  hundred  years.  The 
aid  aj^ked  is  to  consist  of  three  steel  engrav- 
ings— one  a  perspective  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  it 
is,  another  a  view  of  Bunker  HillMonumtnt,  and 
the  third  a  view  of  Faneuil  Hall.  The  estimated 
cost  is  $y00,  and  the  plates,  if  the  city  agree,  are  to 
be  returned  after  the  publication  of  the  work. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Boston  Coopera- 
tive Building  Company,  that  the  names  of  Sydney 
place  and  Waterloo  street  be  given  to  certain 
highways  in  Ward  16,  owned  by  petitioners. 

George  Hale,  trustee,  et  al.,  that  Cazenove  street 
be  paved  and  jjut  in  order. 

Emerson  Wheeler  et  al.,  for  a  plank  or  concrete 
sidewalk  on  easterly  side  of  North  Harvard  street, 
from  Cambridae  stieet  to  Western  avenue. 

George  W.  Nickerson,  for  leave  to  construct  a 
cellar  stairway  within  his  own  premises  from  side- 
walk on  Dorchester  avenue  at  Linden  street. 

Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  a  platform  twenty  feet  from  the  ground 
across  First  street  at  their  factory. 

Charles  V.  Whitten,  to  be  paid"  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Henrv  Ho^-t,  to  be  paid  fof  grade  damages  at  9 
Cornhill. 

Thomas  S.  Manalian  et  al.,  that  St.  Charles 
stieet  be  paved  and  put  in  order. 

A.  &  J.  McLaren  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Bennington  street,  from  No.  74  to  No.  82. 

J.  E.  Came  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalks  in  Warrea 
place.  Ward  14. 

William  Pratt  et  al.,  that  Hereford  street  be 
macadamized  and  put  in  order. 

J.  E.  Came  et  al.,  for  the  grading  of  W::.rren 
place.  Ward  14. 

Union  Stone  Company  et  al.,  that  the  street 
railway  tracks  be  removed  from  Devonshire 
street. 

Proctor  &  Jones,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoisting 
beam  at  corner  of  Charles  and  Leverett  streets. 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Company,  for  consent  and 
authority  to  dig  up  and  open  the  ground  in  any 
of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways  of  the  city  for 
the  pui-pose  of  laying  gas  mains. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock,  Director  of  the 
Observatory  at  Harvard  College,  SSOO,  for  furnish- 
ing to  the  city  the  true  meridian  time. 

Order  to  pay  Patrick  Connell  ;5109.90,  for  land 
damages  on  Magazine  street. 

Order  to  pay  Ralph  Haskins  heirs  $1928,  for  land 
damages  on  Kingsbury  street. 

Order  to  pay  J.  Lavary  $3114,  for  land  damages 
on  East  Lenox  street. 

Older  to  pay  Joseph  Dix  $650,  for  land  damages 
on  Centre  street. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  T.  Whitten  $162.80,  for 
land  damages  on  Centre  street. 

Order  to  sell  the  old  engine  house  and  lot  on 
Centre  street.  Ward  17. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Owen  Nawn,  Kelley  &  Mooney,  and 
Whiting  Iron  Foundry  Co.    Severally  referred. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
on  the  subject  of  a  nautical  school  (City  Doc.  No. 
82)  came  up  referred  to  the  Mayor,  with  the  re- 
quest that  he  confer  with  the  Governor  upon  the 
subject  of  the  expediency  of  establishing  such  a 
school. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  this  subject  hail  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  who  made  a  recommendation  which 
seemed  to  them  the  best  disposal  of  the  subject 
the  City  Council  could  make.  It  has  been  uiaferi- 
aUy  changed  by  amendment  in  the  other  branch, 
and  he  had  not  had  time  to  give  the  subject  that 
thought  he  would  like  to  give.  He  therefore 
moved  that  it  be  specially  assigned  for  the  next 
regular  meeting  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Invitation  for  City  Council  to  attend  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Brighton  Branch  Librarv  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  29,  at  71/2  o'clock  P.  M.    Accepted. 

Order  for  the  removal  of  the  ohl  wooden  engine 
house  in  rear  of  the  Town  Hall,  Brighton. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  for  some  explanation  of 
this  order. 

Alderman  Emery  said  it  was  an  old.  dilapidated 
building,  which  was  partly  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
IS  of  no  use  to  the  city.  One  of  the  sub-committee 
who  made  the  examination  is  present,  and  can 
give  further  information  if  desired. 

The  order  was  passed. 
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Report  nominating  Charles  H.  Marple  as  Super- 
intendent of  Warren  Bililge,  Joel  R.  Bolan  as  Su- 
perintendent of  Cliarle-:-River  Bridge,  and  of 
John  Howard  as  Superintendent  of  Maiden 
Bridge.    Accepted. 

Certificates  of  the  election  of  said  persons  to 
the  positions  above  named,  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council.  The  Board  proceeded  to  bal- 
lot, Aldermen  Power  and  Einei-y  being  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported, and  the  gentlemen  above  named  were 
elected  in  concurrence — all  of  them  unanimously, 
except  John  Howard,  who  received  ten  votes  to 
two  scattering. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  C.  C.  Cobleigh,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  construction  of  North  Harvard-street 
sewer.    Accepted. 

Order  to  establish  wardrooms  in  Charlestown, 
as  follows :  Ward  20,  Choral  Hall,  Lawrence  street ; 
Ward  21,  Edgeworth  Chapel,  Edgeworth  street; 
Ward  22,  Union  Hall,  Mam  street.    Passed. 

The  ordinance  to  allow  a  rate  of  speed  in  city 
proi)er  at  eight  miles  per  hour,  and  Wards  16, 17 
and  19  at  twelve  miles  per  hour,  came  up  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The 
Board  concurred. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY   OFFICER. 

Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  to  Oct.  1— Ar- 
rests i5218,  males  6462,  females  1756,  Americans 
2834,  foreigners  5384,  non-residents  1826,  minors 
1458,  committed  5683;  lodgers  8504,  males  6848,  fe- 
males 1656,  Americans  2956,  foreigners  5548,  non- 
re:idents  6669,  minors  1109;  property  taken  from 
prisoners  and  returned  to  them,  $19,127.15;  prop- 
erty reported  stolen  in  the  city,  .«;12,160.00;  stolen 
property  recovered,  $15,383.99;  fines  imposed  by 
the  courts,  $22,098.00;  amount  of  imprisonment  by 
same,  610  yef.rs  7  months ;  amount  received  for  dog 
licenses,  .f  3360.00;  the  principal  causes  of  arrest 
were  as  follows:  Assault  and  battery  703, felonious 
assault  89,  common  drunkards  106,  disorderly  1731, 
disturbing  the  peace  138,  drunkenness  3142,  forni- 
cation 26,  gambling  30,  idle  and  disorderly  62,  in- 
decent exposure  52,  insane  56,  keeping  house  of  ill- 
fame  10,  larceny  406,  felonious  larceny  154,  ma- 
licious mischief  74,  night  walking  28,  robbery  14, 
shop  breaking  60,  stubborn  children  36,  suspicion 
of  larceny  91,  suspicious  persons  493,  threatening 
bodily  harm  16,  vagrancy  100,  violation  of  city 
ordinances  115,  mtnesses  87,  violation  of  liquor 
law  12,  violation  of  Sunday  law  53.  Expenditures 
tor  the  quarter,  $205,616.72,  balance  of  appropria- 
tion iu  treasury  $463,634.72.    Placed  on  file. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  G.  K.  Withington 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  sterm  engine  and 
boiler  at  923  Treinont  street,  and  an  order  of  no- 
tice was  jsassed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Nov.  9 
at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

LEAVE  TO  WITHDRAW  ON     CLAIMS. 

•  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  reports  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petitions  of  James  Murphy,  for  danr- 
ages  for  blasting  on  Regent  street;  and  A.  T. 
Stearns  &  Co.,  for  damages  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Taylor  and 
Water  streets,  Ward  16.    Severally  accepted. 

HOBSE  RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN   COLUMBUS   AVENUE 
AND  WARD  12. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  severally  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Mon- 
day, Nov.  9,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  petitions  of 
Metropolitan  Railroad  for  leave  to  lay  down 
tracks  in  Columbus  avenue ;  and  on  petition  of 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  ex- 
tend their  locations  in  Ward  12.  The  orders  were 
severally  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted reports  on  petitions  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  build,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  an  iron  bridge  with  stone  abut- 
mients  on  Ashland  street,  West  Roxbury,  over  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad.  Estimated  cost, 
$30,000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Boylston  street, 
between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets.  Esti- 
mated cost  $3000. 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Midland  street.  Ward  16,  as  re- 
cently laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners.   Estimated  cost,  $1000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Harrison  ave- 
nue between  Eustis  and  Dudley  streets,  and  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  "the  cost  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  iu  front  of  the 
estate  on  the  soutlieastprly  coiner  of  Fourth  and 
G  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule 
of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows : 
Eugene  O'Neil,  $250,  Paris  street,  corner  of  Porter 
street;  Julia  Pimental,  $159,  Fabin  street. 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter,  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  a  sidewalk  in 
Dorchester  avenue,  between  Broadway  and  G 
street,  $278.96,  with  order  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  one-aalf  of  same  on  the  persons 
therein  named.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Otto  &  Schubert,  865 
Washington  street;  Gustave  Bluthard,  80  Spring- 
field street;  Edward  W.  SI' ck,  485  Tremout  street. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Joseph  C.  Da- 
vis, 12  School  street;  Leonard  &  Co.,  48-50  Brom- 
field  street. 

Minor's  Applications  Granted — Ten  newsboys. 

Amusement  License  Granted — W.  B.  Stacey,  to 
exhibit  Ro  al  Marionettes  at  Tremont  Temple  for 
three  weeks;  H.  Divis,  Jr.,  to  exhibit  panorama 
at  Wait's  Hall,  Oct.  23,  24. 

Dealers  in  Secondhand  Articles  Licensed — G.  J. 
Fortune,  3  Harrison  avenue  ;  John  F.  Flynn  &  Co., 
5  Washington  avenue  ;  Jacob  Ruukel,  148  Essex 
street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— A.  Locke  and  four 
others  (transfers) ;  W.  H.  Gallupe,  Atlantic  avenue 
andT  Wharf;  Martm  Courdry,  5  Oneida  street; 
Augustus  P.  Bassett  (express  wagon). 

Wagon  License  Refused — Thomas  Phillips, 
Adams  House. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — Henry  H.  AVhite,  cor- 
ner India  and  State  streets;  John  Eaton,  Jr.,  16 
Eliot  street  (after  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  daily) 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Daviil  'Murray, 
1775  Washington  street;  Nathaniel  H.  Clark,' 7 
South  Russell  street;  George  E.  Ellard,  16  Knee- 
land  street;  Stanley  &  Clarke,  812  Washington 
street;  Conrad  Fais,  586  Washington  street; 
Thomas  Hunt,  Western  avenue,  North  Brighton ; 
Ramsell  Brothers,  287  Federal  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — John  H.  Nugent, 
1597  Washington  street;  T.  Wilder,  1371/2  East 
Dover  place;  James  Cain,  422  Federal  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  TO   USE    FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Eiuery,  for  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  submitted  reports  as  follows :  In  favor  of 
granting  the  use  of  said  hall  to  C.  H.  Robinson 
et  al.,  for  a  meeting  on  Oct.  25,  on  the  subject  of 
prisons  and  prisoners,  provided  the  hall  can  be 
relinquished  by  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Me- 
chanic Association  by  that  date ;  in  favor  of 
granting  the  use  of  said  hall  to  A.  O.  Brewster  for 
a  political  meeting  on  Nov.  2.  Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  the  granting  of  the  following 
petitions,  for  leave  to  occupv  stables:  B.  F.  Bul- 
lard,  1081  Tremont  street;  W.  P.  Newman,  War- 
ren street,  near  Qui.-.cy  street.  Ward  14;  Edward 
Fennerty,  Mt.  Hope  street;  Raed  Bros.  &  Sawiu, 
Winchester  street,  Charlestown  ;  Batchelder  Bros., 
Howe's  wharf.  Shaving  street;  Emerson  A.  Noyes, 
5-7  North  Centre  street;  also  report  in  favor  of 
granting  petition  of  Daniel  Goodnow,  for  leave  to 
maintain  a  cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Pulton 
and  Richmond  streets,  for  storage  purposes  only. 
Severally  accepted. 

THE  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  Boston :  Respectfully  represent  the  undersigned , 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  Suffolk  Bar,  with 
instructions  to  urge  the  prompt  action  of  your 
honorable  Board  in  the  matter  of  the  purchase  of 
land  tor  anew  Court  House. 

1st.  That  some  seven  months  ago,  viz.,  in 
March,  a  hearing  was  fgranted   to  said    Bar  Com- 
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mittee  by  your  honorable  Hoarrl,  and  on  June  23 
your  IJoard  Instructed  your  Committee  on  County 
Buildings  to  select  and  report  a  suitable  site  for 
said  Court  House. 

2d.  That  on  the  second  dav  of  October  said 
committee  save  a  public  hearinp;,  and  had  sub- 
mitted to  them  various  sites  for  such  a  building, 
biit  that  the  report  called  for  by  the  instructions 
of  your  honorable  Board  four  months  ago  has  not 
been  presented. 

3d.  That  the  term  of  the  present  Board  is  draw- 
ing towards  its  close,  and  that  if  by  a  delay  in 
making  the  pommittee's  report,  the  present  Alder- 
men shall  have  no  op|)ortunity  to  take  action  in 
the  matter,  the  work  of  your  jietitioners  will  have 
to  be  done  again, with  no  greater  chance  of  success. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  undersigned  cannot 
regard  their  instiuetions  received  at  the  Suffolk 
Bar  meeting  as  fultilled  without  respectfully  re- 
monstrating against  further  delay  in  the  i)rem- 
ises.  William  Gaston. 

E   H.  Derby, 

S.  M.    QUINCY. 

W.  A.  Field, 
Edward  Avery. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings. 

relations  of  water  supply  and  drainage. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following : 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen:  The  Committee  on 
Sewers  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
the  great  distress  and  danger  to  health  in  certain 
parts  of  the  city,  caused  by  furnishing  a  copious 
supply  of  Cochituate  water  befooe  any  provision 
can  be  made  for  its  removal  by  sewerage.  The 
soil  around  our  suburban  dwellings,  which  will 
easily  absorb  the  sewage  of  the  household  when 
the  water  uS'Pd  is  pumped  from  wells,  is  rapidly 
saturated  and  overflowed  when  the  supply  comes 
from  the  water  pipes;  the  wells  are  spoiled  and 
the  neighborhood  becomes  unhealthy.  The  larger 
pr* rt  of  the  work  of  the  Sewer  Department  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  in  the  outlying  wards, 
following  the  laying  of  water  pipes  at  .a  greater  or 
less  intei'val;  but  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  sew- 
erage as  fast  as  water  supply,  because  the  drain- 
age of  a  small  area  in  a  high  situation  may  re- 
quire a  long  and  expensive  sewer;  and  this,  under 
our  law  of  assessment  is  paid  for  by  an  almost  in- 
supportable tax  upon  all  the  estates  along  the 
line  which  really  have  no  need  for  it.  From  some 
petitions  on  the" flies  of  the  department  it  would 
appear  that  greater  discomfort  has  arisen  from  a 
supply  of  water  without  means  of  drainpge, 
than  would  have  been  encountered  by  keeping  the 
original  sui)ply  from  wells.  But  mor°  than  this, 
owing  to  the  extended  area  and  peculiar  topogra- 
phy of  our  city  there  are  localities  to  which  it 
will  be  physically  impossible  to  extend  sewers  for 
many  years,  and  hy  furnishing  indiscriminately  a 
supply  of  Cochituate,  a  permanent  evil  will  result 
from  a  temporary  convenience.  To  this  contin- 
gency we  deem  it  proper,  thi'ough  you,  to  call  the 
attention  os  the  Water  Board,  the  Board  of  Health 
and  the  citizens  of  the  suburban  wards. 

James  Power. 

Alanson  Bigelow. 

Thomas  B.  Harris. 

Comraitt  ;e  on  rfewers. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
and  orflered  to  be  printed. 

ORDERS   FOR  SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  common  sewer  in  Russell  court,  and  of  assess- 
ing the  expense  thereof  on  all  parties  benefited 
thereby.    Passed. 

Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to 
build  a  sewer  in  Bedford  street,  between  Kings- 
ton and  Summer  streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

streets. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Order  to  pay  Mrs.  Sarah  Scott  $4812,  for  land 
and  damages  caused  by  widening  of  Washington 
street,  by  an  order  of  the  Street  Commissioneis  of 
July  19, 187-1.    Read  twice  .and  passed. 

Order  to  apportion  in  three  eijual  instalments 
the  betterment  assessed  on  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co., 
for  the  widening  of  Cambridge  street,  in  Ward  19; 
to  be  paid  with  the  taxes  in  November,  1875, 187G 
and  1877,  with  interest.    Passed. 


HOTEL  AT  city   POINT. 

The  Ch'iirman  called  up  the  special  assignment 
for  5  I*.  M.,  namely,  re^Io^ts  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  i)etitions  of  G.  H.  Walcott  tor 
iiinholder's  and  billiard  licenses  at  City  Point. 
The  Board  refused  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Mibjcct — Ti  for,  C  against — by  a  ri>in<r  vote. 

On  motion  of  Ald.erman  PetersJ  the  subject  was 
made  a  special  a:  sigumeut  for  Monday  next,  at  a 
quarter  before  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

Alderman  Steobins  presented  the  bonds  of 
Charles  P.  Johnson  and  other  constables,  duly 
certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  on  his  motion 
they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  U'orthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Armories,  submitted  reports  and  ordt-rs  as 
follows : 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  commandiug  oflicei>  of  the  volun- 
teer militia  in  thi>  city— that  the  city  would  se- 
cure to  theii-  UNC  the  privilege  of  the  drill  room  of 
the  Institute  of  Technology — because  the  si)ac« 
which  can  be  utilized  in  said  buil(iing  for  drill 
purposes  is  insufficient.    Accepteil. 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Company 
I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  'V.'M.,at  the 
junction  of  (iibf  on  street  and  'Dorchester  avenue, 
be  approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  •f 
arms  and  equipments. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorizetl  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  .S2o0  in 
furnishing  the  armory  occupied  'oy  Company  A, 
Second  Battalion  of  infantry,  M.  Y.  M.,  at  "the 
junction  of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton,  and  passed--yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  petition  of  officers  of  the  Second  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry  for  battalion  headquarter*, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanving 
order : 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordei  ed  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  the 
Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
junction  of  Cambridge  and  S'orth  Russell  street  , 
the  sum  of  ;S300  i)er  annum ,  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  October,  1871 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  t» 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton,  and  passec  —yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  petition  of  Company  A,  Second  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  for  a  new  armory, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  A,  Second  Battal- 
ion of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  10  North  Russell 
street,  be  dis(?ontinued  from  and  after  the  first 
clay  of  October,  A.  D.  1871,  and  that  the  sum  of 
$900  per  annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of 
armory  now  occu)  led  by  said  companv.  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  street-^,  and 
continui'ng  until  otherwise  ordered :  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriatio)i  for  Armories. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthiug- 
ton,  and  ])ut  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Cutter — Is  the  sum  an  increase  from 
the  sum  paid  for  wheie  thev  wers,  lormeily  lo- 
cated? 

Alflerman  Worthiiigton— The  amount  paid  by 
the  city  is  15600  iuste,ad  of  $300.  They  had  an  in- 
ferior place  entiiely  unsuitable  for"  an  annory. 
When  the  Committee  on  Armories  went  there  "it 
wa.s  at  once  deemed  entirely  unsuitable,  and 
they  have  l)een  unable  to  get  a  pioper  armory 
until  now.  This  building  has  been  erected  ex- 
pressly for  them.  They  pay  jtloOO  rent,  and  the 
city  pays  $ino  for  the  two  armories,  ;?300  for  the 
major's  headquarters,  and  ^300  for  the  armory 
that  the  State  pays  back  to  us. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  the  head- 
quarters they  had  before  were  very  gooii.  It  is  a 
locality  with"  which  I  am  acquainted'.  To  increase 
thi-i  rent  does  not  look  like  economy  to  me.  and  if 
there  is  any  place  where  economy  should  be  exer- 
cised it  is  in  this  annory  department.  1  think 
every  member  will  agree  with  me  that  theie  i« 
need"  of  economy  if  they  will  look  over  the  ex- 
penses of  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  order  was"  passed — yeas  10.  nays  2 — x\lder- 
men  Cutter  and  Prescott  votins;-  nav. 
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PAVING  OF  CITY  PASSAGBWA  VS. 

Alderman  Cutter  for  tbe  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  A.  N.  Webb 
et  al.^  recomiDending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  wood  the  city  passagevifay 
leading  from  AV^est  Nevi^ton  street  to  Concord, 
square,  West  of  Tremont  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$2000. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  and 
put  upon  its  i)assage. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  know 
why  it  is  that  we  have  such  ordeis  coming  in  here 
this  late  in  the  season,  and  why  this  passageway 
is  to  be  paved  with  wood.  Is  it  economical  to 
pave  with  wood  when  we  can  lay  down  a  stone 
pavement  that  will  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  jim  very  happy'  to  know- 
that  the  gentleman  is  in  pursuit  of  informa- 
tion on  that  subject.  I  think  he  voted  for 
wood  pavement  once  or  twice,  but  now  he 
comes  to  us  for  information.  I  think  he  is  rather 
late.  We  would  not  be  justified  in  paving  those 
passageways  with  stone,  and  we  cannot  do  it  so 
well  and  ciieap  as  we  can  with  wood  in  its  natural 
state,  or  even  with  wood  in  the  burnettized  state, 
the  price  for  which  we  have  got  almost  down  to 
that  of  wood  in  its  natural  state.  All  through  the 
winter  and  spring  those  alleyways  aie  a  nuisance, 
and  something  ought  to  be  done.  We  think  this 
is  the  cheapest  and  best  thing  we  can  do. 

Alderman  Worthington— Why  are  we  called 
upon  to  pave  these  passageways  between  streets 
at  the  South  End?  Are  they  jiublic  streets,  and 
why  have  they  not  been  paved  before? 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  not  aware  they  are  pub- 
lic streets. 

Alderman  Pettrs — The  gentleman  asked  why  v^e 
did  not  do  tlielu  before.  One  reason  is  we  attend 
to  them  as  our  att^^ntion  has  been  called  to  them, 
and  this  petitiou  did  not  come  in  as  eaily  in  the 
season  as  some  others.  Parties  complain  that  the 
wagons  and  milk  carts  passing  through  these  nar- 
row ways  disturb  them,  and  they  wish  the  wood 
pavement  laid.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  15  voted 
lor  wood  pavement  in  Devonshire  street,  where  it 
will  soon  wear  out. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  It  is  well  enough  to  have 
this  thing  understood ;  but  these  are  not  public 
streets  iii  the  usual  acceptance  of  the  term.  This 
land  formerly  belonged  to  the  city,  and  was  sold 
to  these  parties  with  restrictions,  the  )jassageway 
being  reserved  for  the  abutters.  Although  the 
fee  is  in  the  city,  yet  it  is  not  a  public  street  as  we 
use  the  term  in  regard  to  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Peters— Can  the  abutters  prevent  any 
one  from  going  through  there? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  do  not  think  it  could  be 
closed  up.  I  think  the  condition  is  that  it  is  left 
open  for  the  abutters  aiid  those  having  occasion 
to  use  it.  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  closed  up  or 
sold. 

Altlerman  Cutter — It  makes  no  material  differ- 
ence how  the  street  is  laid  out, — whether  it  is 
given  to  the  city  or  not — we  have  got  to  take  care 
of  it  and  keep  it  in  passable  condition.  Therefore 
we  see  no  dilterence  in  this  respect  between  what 
we  call  a  public  street  and  a  passageway. 

Aldevmar  Hall — Have  these  passageways  beea 
accepted  by  the  city? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  unde:  stand  that  they  have. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Lost,  by  a  rising  vote — 4  for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Hall -I  doubt  whether  these  streets 
have  been  accepted  by  the  city,  and  it  they  have 
not  we  have  no  right,  in  my  judgment,  to  pave 
them.  In  order  to  ascertain  that  tact  1  move 
that  the  matter  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Monday  afternoon  at  live  o'clock. 

Aldeiman  Power— I  hope  the  motion  t6  specially 
assign  will  not  prevail.  We  have  introtluced  this 
order  on  the  strength  ot  knowledge  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, who  informs  us 
emphatically  that  the  city  is  just  as  mucb  bound 
to  take  care  of  those  passageways  as  of  Wash- 
ington street.  The  committee  voted  to  do  this 
some  months  ago,  and  I  supposed  that  the  work 
had  been  done.  1  can  only  account  for  the  delay 
by  the  large  amount  of  business  that  tlie  Paving 
riepartmeiit  have  had  to  do  this  season.  If  any 
gentleman  will  go  into  those  passageways  he  will 
see  that  they  are  nuisances  and  that  the  work  on 
them  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  oppose  the  paving  of 
these  passageways  if  we  have  a  right  to  do  it, 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  do  it  while  there  is  any  doubt 


about  it.  If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  will  say 
of  his  own  knowledge  that  those  passageways 
have  been  accepted  by  the  city,  and  that  people 
have  the  right  to  call  for  the  paving  of  all  such 
passageways  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  with 
wood,  I  have  no  objection.  But  it  will  do  no 
harm  to  let  the  order  lie  over. 

Alderman  Emery— I  see  no  occasion  for  having 
this  matter  specially  assigned.  If  gentlemen  will 
examine  the  matter  they  will  see  that  tne  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  are  authorized  to  lay  out 
those  passageways.  [The  Alderman  read  section  3 
ot  the  ordinance  relating  to  public  lands  in  sup- 
port of  his  position.]  Alter  the  passageways  have 
been  laid  out  and  the  land  sold,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion in  my  mind  but  that  the  city  is  obliged  to 
keep  them  in  proper  condition.  It  is  verv  late  in 
the  season  to  make  these  improvtments,  and  I 
think  the  committee  are  right  in  hurrying  the 
matter  up  now,  if  they  have  been  dilatory  hereto- 
fore. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  no  doubt  of  our  au- 
thority to  pave  those  passageways,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  laid  them 
out,  and  the  city  accepted  them  and  put  them  in 
charge  of  tlie  Committee  on  Paving  to  take  care 
ot.  We  are  only  doing  what  is  consigned  to  us. 
As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  dwells  in  that  lo- 
cality, it  appears  to  be  rather  in  bad  taste  for  him 
to  prevent  this  being  done.  I  see  no  reason  for 
specially  assigning  it. 

Alderman  Hall— Are  we  here  to  deal  with  facts 
or  to  adveitise  for  votes?  The  gentleman  says  he 
has  no  doubt.  I  have  good  authority  in  this 
Board  for  saying  that  those  passageways  are  not 
accepted.  The  ordinance  says  subject  to  the  a])- 
proval  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  who  knows  that 
they  have  been  approved?  No  man  claims  to 
know  it.  And  yet  we  are  going  to  establish  this 
costly  precedent.  As  to  my  location,  I  did  not 
know  that  any  man  in  this  Board  represented 
any  particular  locality.  I  supposed  we  represent 
the  people  of  the  whole  city,  and  that  we  are  to 
labor  for  the  good  of  them  ail. 

Alderman  Cutter— Have  we  not  the  same  means 
of  knowing  that  the  passageways  are  accepted 
that  we  have  that  Kilby  street  is  ? 

Alderman  Hall—  Why  do  not  you  produce  it? 

Alderman  Cutter — We  do. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
specially  assigned.  I  live  in  that  section  myself, 
and  I  would  like  to  ootain  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  these  passageways.  1  cani.ot  see  any  rea- 
son for  passing  the  order  today.  It  is  more'  than 
probable  that  it  cannot  be  done  lor  some  time. 
It  is  one  of  those  mysterious  orders  that  commit- 
tees sometimes  are  anxious  to  rush  through  this 
Board  without  allowing  otner  members  time  for 
investigation. 

Alderman  Cutter— lam  surprised  thut  the  Alder- 
man should  make  a  great  speech  on  so  small  a 
matter.  It  is  well  known  that  these  pas.- age  ways 
have  been  well  enough  this  summer,  while  \Ve 
have  been  doing  a  great  deal  of  other  work.  But 
we  must  put  them  in  order  now.  The  committee 
acted  on  this  matter  several  months  ago.  The 
Superintendent  oi  Streets  brought  the  orders  a 
few  months  ago.  1  asked  him  about  it,  and  he 
said  it  was  a  matter  that  was  not  suffering,  and  he 
had  let  it  lie  over.  There  is  no  necessity  foi-  letting 
the  order  lie  over.  If  there  is  anything'  wrong,  any 
gentleman  can  move  a  reconsideration  within 
twenty-four  hours.  The  geutleman  can  consult 
the  City  Solicitor  at  any  moment,  and  yet  he  tries 
to  make  it  appear  that  this  is  a  very  important 
matter,  like  a  Home  for  tlie  Poor,  and,  therefore, 
this  Board  should  not  lia.?tilv  pa?s  upon  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  speaks  of  this  as  a  trivial  matter,  as  of 
not  much  consequence.  We  have  here  an  order 
to  take  care  ot  laiul  in  the  rear  of  buihlings,  pa.s- 
sageways  in  the  rear  of  estates.  The  (juestioii  is, 
does  this  extend  to  all  land  sold  in  this  way  ?  If 
it  extends  to  one  it  does  to  another.  It  is  now 
nearly  forty  yeirs  since  the  city  sold  certain 
lands.  Are  v*  e  going  to  e-rabli^h  a  new  plan  of 
taking  care  of  land  sold  by  the  city?  I  never 
heard  of  anything  of  this  kind  before,  and  I  do 
not  believe  the  Alderman  ever  heard  of  the  city 
keeping  back  pa-sageways  in  order  heretofore. 
By  doing  so  we  s^hall  lay  an  iinmeuse  tax  on  the 
eitv.  if  we  do  it  will  be  a  great  object  for  men  to 
buy  laud  of  the  city.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  I  think,  from  present  appearances, 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  made  a  mis- 
take. We  had  better  stop  and  go  back  and  see 
whether  we  should  establish  such  a  precedent. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  like  to  see  the  gentleman 
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seekin}>-  information.  If  he  will  recollect  this 
Board  passed  an  order  to  pave  a  passageway  be- 
tween Upton  street  and  tfuion  park,  and  he  voted 
for  It.  it  seems  to  me  that  he  seeks  information 
rather  late. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  is  not  the  first  time 
that  1  have  discovered  that  I  had  voted  wrong  by 
following  the  lead  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  a. 
I  was  not  aware  of  what  was  coming,  and  if  I  had 
I  certainly  would  not  have  done  so.  If  I  previously 
made  a  mistake  it  is  not  too  late  to  prevent  doing 
so  ill  future. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  specially  assign,  and  it  was  lost — 
yeas  4,  nays  8. 

\eas —Aldermen  Hall,  Harris,  I'rescott,  Wor- 
thington— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Biooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Feters,  Power,  Stebbino— 8. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
•n  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  it  was  passed — 
yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Wor- 
thington—4. 

AVhile  the  roll  was  being  called,  Alderman  Pres- 
eott  a'-ked  to  be  excused  fiom  voting.  Alderman 
Brooks  raised  the  point  that  the  request  should 
have  been  ma<le  before  the  roll  was  called,  and 
the  Chairman  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pavinsi. 
submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  oe 
directed  to  ))ave  with  wood  the  city  passageway 
leading  from  Concord  square  to  Worcester  street; 
and  the  city  passageway  In  the  re^^.r  of  said  Con- 
cord square  and  Worcester  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$2200. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  the  order  take  its  sec- 
ond reading.  Declared  lost.  Alderman  Power 
doubted  the  vote ;  a  rising  vote  was  taken  and  the 
order  was  read  a  second  time — 7  for,  4  against — and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Worthington— Is  this  order  of  the 
same  character  as  the  one  we  passed  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  ? 

Alderman  Cutter— The  order  explains  itself.  It 
is  to  have  a  passageway  that  the  city  has  to  take 
care  of. 

Alderman  Harris— How  long  have  these  pas- 
sageways been  suffered  to  go  without  paving? 

Alderman  Cutter— Ever  since  I  have  been  in  the 
Board ;  I  cannot  date  farther  back  than  that. 

Aiilerman  Worthington — This  is  too  im.portant  a 
matter  to  be  passed  over  as  we  did  the  other  or- 
der. We  are  now  asked  to  appropriate  .f  2200  to 
pave  a  passageway.  I  have  known  some  such 
passageways  for  twenty  years,  and  never  heard  of 
them  being  paved  before.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  talks  of  economy,  and  yet  we  are  establish- 
ing a  precedent  that  will  be  bad  for  the  city  of 
Boston.  We  must  stop  and  think  before  we  spend 
$2200  for  paving  a  private  passagewaj ,  one  only 
of  the  public  lands  of  this  city.  The  city  of  Bos- 
ton has  sold  hundreds  of  acres ;  if  we  begin  on 
one  we  will  have  to  go  through  all  the  hundreds 
of  acres.  We  shall  have  to  go  on  the  Back  Bay 
and  do  it  there.  It  is  giving  away  too  much 
money  to  abuttors,  who  are  abundantly  able  to 
take  care  of  their  own  passageways. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  of 
economy,  but  another  thing  is  to  practice  it,  as  I 
remarked  a  short  time  ago  in  regard  to  paying 
$900  for  an  armory  when  ijOOO  will  answer  the  pur- 
pose. But  we  have  got  to  take  care  of  the  streets 
of  Boston.  Some  peojjle  are  asking  for  a  park  to 
ride  in;  I  think  it  is  better  to  put  the  streets  in  a 
condition  to  ride  over  first.  These  can  hardly  be 
called  passageways ;  they  are  open  to  all.  Their 
condition  is  very  bad  in  frosty  and  stormy 
weather.  The  proper  way  to  put  them  in  order  is 
to  pave  them  with  wood ;  it  is  the  cheapest  and 
best,  and  therefore  we  recommend  it.  They  are 
as  much  under  our  jurisdiction  as  are  the  streets. 
When  the  Committee  on  Paving  puts  in  an  order 
for  $60,000  to  pave  Washington  street  the  gentle- 
man utters  no  word  of  economy.  It  is  a  judicious 
expenditure  to  pave  these  passageways  with 
wood.  The  interest  on  the  cost  of  repairs  will 
have  amounted  to  the  original  cost  when  the 
wood  wears  out. 

Alderman  Hall- The  objection  I  have  is  simply 
against  the  attempt  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
to  rush  the  orders  through  tlfis  Board  whether  we 
have  the  right  to  pave  the  passageways  or  not. 
If  there  is  a  place  that  should  be  paved  it  is  on 
these  passageways.    But  I  cannot  understand  why 


we  should  not  be  allowed  to  get  information  be- 
fore we  pass  these  orders.  I  hojie  it  will  lie  over. 
There  certainly  i>  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men here  as  *o  our  righc  to  do  this  thing. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  can  see  a  necessity  tor  this 
order  passing  at  tiiis  time.  All  the  paving  that  is 
(lone  must  be  done  now,  for  very  soon  the  ground 
will  begin  to  freeze.  Paving  done  after  Decem- 
ber, is  n't  worth  fifty  cents  upon  a  dollar  as  much 
as  it  is  if  done  before.  All  the  paving  should 
be  comjjleted  as  soon  as  possilile.  1  can  see  work 
in  my  ou  n  section  that  should  be  done  before 
cold  weather  sets  in. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  attacks  me  again  on  economy,  and  in- 
forms this  Board  that  I  readily  voted  for  $00,000 
to  pave  Washington  street.  I  did.  Washington 
street  belongs  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Cutter — When  .was  it  accepted  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — This  passageway,  I  am 
informed  on  good  authority,  does  not  belong  to 
the  city.  The  land  there  was  bought  from  the 
city,  and  there  is  no  obligation  in  the  contract 
that  the  passageways  shall  be  kept  in  order  by  the 
city,  and  they  never  have  been.  But  now  a  prece- 
dent is  established,  that  whenever  land  is  pur- 
chased from  the  city  it  shall  be  kept  in  order  by 
the  city.  The  gentleman  goes  on  to  say  that  I  am 
willing"^to  vote  $900  for  on  armory.  I  love  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  I  am  ^lad  to 
say  that  I  am  willing  to  voce  $900  for  a  military 
company  in  this  city,  after  what  Abraham  Lincoln 
said,  that  the  volunteer  militia  of  Massachusetts 
saved  the  capital.  That  paid  us  for  all  we  ever 
spent  for  armories.    Are  you   going  to  deny  that? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  subject  of  military  companies  is  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  simply  defending 
my  position.  I  desire  to  say  thai  I  shall  at  all 
times  vote  to  encourage  the  militia  of  Massachu- 
setts by  supplying  them  with  good  armories  here 
in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Power — I  had  no  idea  that  there  was 
to  be  so  much  buncombe  matle  out  of  this  job. 
The  fact  is  simply  this:  Those  passageways  were 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  to 
take  care  of,  and  the  committee  are  doing  \vhat 
they  think  is  the  best.  That  is  all  there  is  about 
it.  If  this  order  is  passed  il  will  save  the  city 
money. 

Alderman  Cutter— As  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  has  lugged  in  the  military  department 
perhaps  T  can  say  a  word  or  two  about  it.  I  ad- 
mit that  the  gentleman  loves  that  department, 
but  he  loves  it  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers. 
If  any  one  will  look  at  the  money  si)ent  for  armo- 
ries and  see  what  consideration  we  get  for  them, 
and  see  the  amount  spent  for  repairs,  he  must 
conclude  that  it  was  spent  for  the  love  of  the 
militia,  and  no  such  sum  should  have  been  spent 
for  the  care  of  armories  as  has  been  shown  by 
orders  introduced  into  this  Board.  I  do  not  propose 
to  say  anything  against  the  militia.  The  gentleman 
alludes  to  economy.  I  think  it  is  economy  to  pave 
those  passageways  with  wood,  although'  I  do  not 
think  It  is  economy  to  pave  Kilby  street  with 
wood,  which  the  gentleman  voted  Sor.  The  abut- 
ters on  this  passageway  pay  heavy  taxes  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property  and  the  keeping  of 
the  streets  in  order.  I  say  we  are  in  duty  bound 
to  give  these  public  passageways  our  sacred  atten- 
tion as  well  as  the  streets  in  front  of  the  houses. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  Alderman,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Health,  opposes  this 
when  he  knows  there  is  no  more  unhealthy  local- 
ity than  a  filthy  back  passageway,  where  decayed 
vegetables  are  thrown  and  the  dirt  is  never  swept 
up.  If  we  pave  these  passageways,  as  we  propose  to 
do,  it  can  be  swept.  We  have  done  it  in  some 
streets  in  South  Boston,  such  as  Athens  street.  I 
am  surprised  that  there  should  be  such  opposition 
to  this  thing,  M'hich  is  so  much  needed  in  that 
locality. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Superintendent  of  Streets 
stated  that  the  city  has  always  had  and  always 
taken  the  care  of  these  passageways. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  very  glad  to 
have  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  explain  the  ob- 
ject of  this.  If  it  is  a  sanitai-j-  matter,  put  it 
squarely  on  that.  When  you  do  it  for  sanitary 
purposes  the  Committee  on  Health  will  go  as  far 
as  anybody  else.  But  are  we  to  be  taxed  to  pay 
for  repairing  private  ways  for  persons  who  are 
able  to  pay  tor  it  themselves?  Are  we  to  pave 
every  back  passageway  as  we  do  Washington 
street?  That  is  the  question  I  want  decided  to- 
night. 
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Alderman  Harris  asked  for  tbe  yeas   and  nays 

Alderman  Prescott — I  feel  compelled  to  vote  In 
the  negative,  because  when  members  of  this 
Board  directly  from  that  section  ask,  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy,  to  have  the  order  lie  over  one  week 
that  they  may  look  into  it,  they  have  been  denied 
the  privilege.  [The  Alderman  read  section  6  of 
the  rules  and  orders,  requiring  such  orders  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  after  one  reading,  and  not  to  be 
considered  unless  on  the  motion  of  a  member.] 
I  have  asked  what  emergency  there  is  for  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order  today,  and  none  has  been  shown. 
My  own  house  is  situated  on  the  coiner  of  such  a 
street,  and  I  should  like  to  see  the  passageway 
paved.  But  this  paving  of  passageways  is  some- 
thing entirely  new,  and  it  seems  to  be  establishing 
a  new  precedent.  Courtesy  to  gentlemen 
residing  in  that  section  requires  that  the  order 
should  lie  over.  I  do  not  suppose  the  paving  sea- 
son is  to  be  closed  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  I, 
for  one,  would  like  to  know  the  emergency  for 
passing  this  order  today. 

The  chairman  read  from  the  City  Clerk's  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Boar:l  of  Aldermen  of 
June  4  and  10  of  1867,  an  order  placing  all  passage- 
ways south  of  Dover  street  in  charge  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Alderman  Hau— Does  that  signify  that  they 
have  been  accepted  by  the  city  ? 

The  Chairman— The  passageways  were  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  we  are 
just  as  much  bound  to  take  care  of  those  passage- 
ways as  we  are  to  pave  the  streets.  That  has  been 
the"  case  from  time  immemorial,  and  that  has  been 
my  reason  for  voting  as  I  did. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  be  glad  to  vote  for  the 
paving  of  those  passageways  if  we  can  be  con- 
vinced they  are  accepted  streets.  If  that  order 
read  by  the  Chairman  is  an  acceptance  of  a  street 
it  is  very  curiously  worded.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not 
here  to  bid  for  votes  by  offering  orders  to  pave 
back  paissageways  of  Ward  11,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  other  reason  for  this  than  to  bid  for  votes. 
If  that  is  the  reason,  let  us  know  it  in  plain  Eng- 
lish. I  do  not  understand  that  they  are  accepted 
streets,  and  consequently  cannot  vote  for  the  or- 
der. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  that  if  there  is  any 
one  here  who  requires  to  bid  for  votes  it  is  the 
gentleman  who  was  last  up.  The  gentlemen  who 
offer  this  order  are  not  candidates  for  office  at  the 
coming  election.  His  fling  at  the  membefs  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  is  more  applicable  to  him- 
self than  to  anybody  else.  We  have  submitted 
this  order  just  as  we  do  others,  on  the  authority 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  a  man  in  whom 
this  Board  have  entire  confidence.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  street  that  he  has  advised  his  committee  to 
pave  that  it  was  not  this  Board's  duty  to  take  care 
of.  We  had  the  same  confidence  in  him  in  regard 
to  this  that  we  had  when  we  voted  to  pave  Kil- 
by  street  If  these  inquiries  were  prompt- 
ed by  good  motives  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
to  the  credit  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
raised  such  an  excitement  on  this  little  matter. 
But  the  order  would  not  have  been  questioned, 
had  not  something  been  said  in  regard  to  the 
armories.  It  looKs  as  though  the  question  had 
been  raised  more  for  spite  than  for  the  interest  of 
the  city.  Tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  has  taken 
care  of  those  passageways  for  years,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  have  deemed  this  the  cheapest 
way  to  take  care  of  them,  and  that  is  why  we  sub- 
mit this  order.  Everybody  who  has  been  there 
knows  it  is  the  best  way  to  take  care  of  them. 
This  order  is  not  prompted  by  a  desire  for  votes, 
for  there  is  not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  who  is  a  candidate  for  office  this  year.  We 
do  not  need  to  bid  for  votes.  The  proudest  thing 
I  can  say  is  that  I  never  felt  that  I  needed  to  make 
any  special  pleas  for  votes. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Alderman  from  Ward  10 
seems  to  rest  this  entire  question  on  whether 
these  are  public  streets  for  the  public  to  go 
through.  I  do  not  think  that  enters  into  the  case 
at  all.  The  fee  of  the  land  is  in  the  city,  and 
whether  it  is  a  public  street  or  not  the  city  must 
keep  the  passageway  in  good  condition.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
expresses  aimself  aright.  I  believe  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Paving  is  a  candidate 
for  office  this  year. 

Alderman  Hall — I  think  the  public  will  be  re- 
lieved of  a  great  deal  of  weight  by  that  announce- 
ment. 

Alderman  Stebbins — This  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract  made  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
abutters  when  the  lands  were  sold,  and  there  is 


an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  city  to  keep  those 
passageways  in  good  condition. 

Alderman  Power— As  the  year  is  arawing  to  a 
close  rapidly,  and  the  number  of  times  which  I 
will  have  the  privilege  of  addressing  this  Board 
is  very  few,  I  would  state  still  further,  in  reply  to 
the  fling  that  has  been  made  at  this  com- 
mittee, that  they  have  gone  on  and  attended  to 
their  duties  so  constantly  that  they  cannot  afford 
to  fill  this  position— honorable  and  dignified  as  it 
is— they  cannot  afford  to  spend  the  time  here  any 
longer.  There  is  one  other  great  relief  the  Alder- 
man from  AV^ard  10  can  give  to  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, and  that  is  to  inform  them  that  he  is  no  longer 
a  candidate. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  shall  not  notice  the  flings 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  They  are  beneath 
my  notice.  I  will  not  bring  myself  down  to  his 
level  by  noticing  them,  But  ihe  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  surprises  me.  He  approves  of  this  order 
and  will  not  vote  for  it.  Because  why?  Because 
he  cannot  have  his  own  way.  If  he  can  have  his 
own  way  and  carry  this  over,  he  will  vote  for  it.  It 
seems  to  be  his  ambition  to  carrv  a  majority  of  this 
Board.  That  is  a  singular  position  for  a  man  to 
take.  A  man  should  do  his  duty,  and  do  it  now. 
If  it  is  a  proper  order  to  pass,  he  should  vote  for 
it.  To  pave  that  passageway  this  season  we  have 
not  only  got  to  pass  this  order,  but  advertise  for 
proposals,  which  will  delay  it  another  week.  De- 
lay its  passage  another  week,  and  you  throw  it 
over  to  the  last  of  the  month,  into  frosty  weather, 
and  it  cannot  be  done  this  fall.  I  am  surprised 
that  he  does  not  think  with  me  on  this  subject. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
6  seems  to  thtnk  I  have  acted  obstinately  in  this 
matter.  I  simply  asked  for  time,  when  lio  emer- 
gency was  shown  why  it  should  be  acted  upon  at 
this  tir-e.  1  think  we  should  adhere  to  our  rules 
unless  special  reason  is  given.  That  is  the  only 
obstinacy  I  have  shown.  The  object  of  my  wish- 
ing it  to  lie  over  is  that  I  may  obtain  information 
and  act  intelligently. 

Alderman  Worthington— Does  that  order  refer 
to  any  other  passageways  south  of  Dover  street  *> 

The  Chairman— It  does  not.  The  Chair  would 
state  vhat  the  city  owns  no  land  upon  what  is 
known  as  the  Back  Bay.  The  people  tnere  own 
their  passageways.  The  city  owns  the  fee  of  the 
land  on  passageways  south  of  Dover  street  and 
has  always  taken  care  of  them. 

Alaerman  Worthington— I  desire  to  say  that  I 
am  no  party  do  the  turn  the  controversy  has  taken. 
I  simply  a.sfced  for  information.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  we  were  establishing  a  precedent  that  it 
would  not  be  well  to  establish.  Until  the  reading 
of  that  record  I  had  good  assurance  that  we  were 
not  called  upon  to  pave  those  passageways,  and  I 
was  in  duty  bound  to  get  all  the  information  that  I 
could. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  8,  nays  i. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Wor- 
thington— 4. 

TRANSFER  OF  MARKET  LEASE. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Market,  submitted  a  report  in  favor  of  grantino- 
petition  of  Ambrose  Aldrich  for  leave  to  transfer 
to  Lemuel  Clapp  one  undivided  half  of  lease  of 
cellar  No.  5  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

Accepted. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, on  petition  of  occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  tbe  paving  of  a  portion  of  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  Faneuil  Hall,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners should  be  jvranted  and  recommending  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

Discussion  ensued,  AMermen  Stebbins,  Power, 
Cutter,  and  others  doubting  the  projiriety  of 
allowing  the  sidewalk  to  be  obstructed  bv  vendors 
of  fruits  and  vegetables.  Alderman  Prescott  ex- 
plained that  the  part  to  be  paved  was  only  a  few 
feet  in  extent,  in  front  of  the  southerly'  end  of 
Faneuil  Hall.  A  motion  by  Alderman  Peters  to 
recommit  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Market 
was  lost— 3  for,  9  against.  The  report  was  then 
accepted  ind  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

THE   LATE   EX-MAYOR  SHURTLEFF. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  19th  Oct.,  1874.     J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council :  Gentlemen— 
The  painful  duty  devolves  upon  me  of  announcing 
to  you  the  decease  of  our  esteemed  fellow  citizen^ 
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O  O  M  M  O  K      O  O  U  NC  I  L  . 


Hon.  N.  B.  Shurtleflf,  which  occuiretl  at  his  resi- 
dence in  tlii.s  city  on  the  seventeenth  instant. 
Born  in  Boston,  lie  always  cherished  for  his  native 
city  an  ardent  ailectioii,  and  ever  manifested  a 
patriotic  interest  m  whatever  concerned  her  wel- 
fare. While  performing  the  dnties  of  Mayor  he 
showed  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  favor  those 
measures  which  tended  not  only  to  add  to  the  ma- 
terial interests  of  Boston,  but  also  to  advance  and 
encourage  her  moral  and  intellectual  reputation. 
I  therefore  suggest  that  the  City  Council  should 
take  some  action  expressive  of  their  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  value  of  his  public  services. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  ordered  sent  down. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following  : 

Upon  the  communication  of  his  Hcrnox  the  Mayor 
conveyina:  to  the  City  Coixncil  the  sa<l  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  Nathaniel  Bradstreet  Shurtleff, 
who  was  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston  during  the 
municipal  years  of  1868,  1869  and  1870— 

Res-olved',  That  the  City  Council  desiie  to  place 
upon  record  their   appreciation  of   the  services 


which  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  rendered  to  his 
native  city  during  an  important  period  in  its  his- 
toi-y;  the  great  value  of  his  labors  in  collecting 
and  preserving  information  relating  to  the  early 
history  of  the  city;  and  the  constant  and  deep  in- 
terest which  he  manifested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  further  remark  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  Mr.  Shurtleff,  a  committee  of 
the  City  Council  be  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  deceased,  at  the  hour  designated  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  thei?e  proceedings  be 
transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  l^rescott,  the  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  was  taken  by  a 
rising  vote,  and  they  were  passed  unanimously, 
and  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Cutter  and 
Hall  the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  Board  to 
attend  the  funeral,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter  the  Chairman  was  added  to  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

OCTOBER    19,    1874. 


Special  meeting  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P. 
M.,  called  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard.  President,  in  the  chair. 

A  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
announcing  the  death  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.  Shwi't- 
leff   and  suggesting  that  the  City  Council  take 


some  action  expressive  of  their  respect  for  the 
memoi-y  of  the  deceased  and  their  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  his  public  services,  together  with  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file,  and  the  resolutions  were  read  twice,  and 
passed  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  President  joined  Messrs.  Dean  of  Ward  12, 
Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Kent  of  Ward  21,  and 
Noyes  of  Ward  5,  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  to 
the  committee  to  attend  the  funeral,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  President 
was  added  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 


BOARD       OF       AX^Dii^KMElN^. 


574 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    33,    1874. 


Special  meeting  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  called  by 
the  Mayor,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Warren  Bridge  be  closed  to  pub- 
lic travel  on  this  day,  22d  Oct.,  and  remain  closed 
until  certain  repairs  are  completed. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDER  TO  PAY. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  an  order 
to  pay  Ellen  Conwell  sixty-three  dollars  for  land 
and  damages  occasioned  by  widening  Magazine 
street. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Worthington,  and  passed. 

EASTERN-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  authorized  to  modify  the  contracts 
for  the  construction  of  Eastern-avenue  Bridge 
and  draw  so  as  to  reduce  the  grade  to  twenty-one 
feet  above  mean  low  water  at  the  centre  of  the 
draw;  provided,  that  a  bond  or  obligation  is 
given,  satisfactory  to  said  committee  and  the  City 
Solicitor,  to  indemnify  the  city  for  all  expenses 
growing  out  of  said  modification  of  the  contracts 
and  reduction  of  the  grade. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  order 
was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Stebbins— What  is  to  be  the  expense 
ef  this  proposed  change,  and  is  it  to  be  paid  for 
directly  by  the  city  or  contractor? 

Alderman  Worthington  -I  cannot  state  exactly 
what  the  expense  will  be,  but  the  Boston  Wharf 
Company  have  agreed  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  contractor  for  building  the  bridge,  so 
that  the  city  will  not  be  a  party  to  the  expense. 

The  order  was  passed. 

SWETr-STREET    EXTENSION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve 
and  ort'er  (City  Doc.  No.  84)  for  the  widening  and 
extension  of  Swett  street  from  Albany  street  to 
the  junction  of  Boston  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue  in  South  Boston,  at  an  adjudged  expense 
of  $117,540.04,  the  damages  to  the  estates  taken 
being  as  follows: 


CO        hj  H 

Estates.  g  _^  g  «tgB 
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L.  B.  Morse  and  E.  A.  Remick. . .      816  13.00  $4,448.00 

Roxbury  Grammar  School 1,390  1.50  2,0«.00 

Roibury  Grammar  School 302  1.25  452.50 

BostonLead  Company 1,265  1.50  3,097.50 

Person  or  persons  unknown 468  . .  — 

J.  S.  Laming  and  AlonzoS.Drisko  5,005  1.25  15,256.25 

Otis  Shepard 2,677  1.25  5,346.25 

Person  or  persons  unknown 1,194  ..  — 

Person  or  persons  unknown 17,364  ..              

Roxbury  Gas  Light  Company....  4.841  90  4,356.90 

Lawrence  Cuddy 2,100  1.00  5,100.00 

Hiram  Johnson 8,529  45  3,838.05 

Joseph  Dorr  and  others 1,982  60  1,189.20 

Central  Wharf  Company 23,130  40  9,452.00 

R.  A.  Ballou  and  others 23,758  37  9,090.46 

Heirs  of  Martin  Brimmer 15,."t27  33  5,057.91 

William  L.  Bradley 15,904  60  10,142.40 

R.  A.  Ballou  and  others 787  25  196.75 

South  Cove  Corporation 11 ,886  95  594.30 

George  W.  Tuxbury 7,393  05  369.65 

South  Cove  Corporation 803  05  40.15 

Person  or  persons  unknown 276  ..             

Person  or  persons  unknown 4,752  . .              

South  Cove  Corporation 13,931  05  696.55 

ShebnahRich 24,062  06  1,443.72 

MartinHayes 12,811  06  768.66 

Heirs  of  Lemuel  Crehore 4,673  06  280.38 

Person  or  persons  unknown 1,180  ..  — 

Benjamin  F.  Wing..... 20,723  12  2.486.76 

Samuel  Jordan 2,353  50  3,176.50 

Charles  H.  and  Francis  C.  Hersey  4,635  50  5,317.50 

Nathaniel  C.  Decker 785  60  2,071.00 

Person  or  persons  unknown 1,866  ..  — 

David  H.  Geer 1,457  60  874.20 

Boylston  National  Bank 7.343  50  3,671.50 

Thomas  Gogin 1,421  50  710.50 

Alpheus  M.  Stetson 6,730  80  8,8H4.00 

WilliamHardy 2,151  1.00  3,951.00 

Thomas  Gogin 277  1.00  277.0U 

Christina  Kammerer 254  1.25  2,817..50 

Totals 258,661       ....$117,540.04" 

The  accompanying  resolve  and  order  for  the  ex" 
tension  of  Swett  street  to  South  Boston  is  trans 
mitted  to  the  Council  for  its  concurrence  therein- 
In  addition  to  the  cost  of  land  and  buildings,  as 
expressed  in  the  above  estimate  for  extending  the 
street,  the  Commissioners  wish  it  understood  that 
there  will  be  the  expense  of  building  and  paving 
the  street,  the  construction  of  the  bridge  and 
water  ways  required  by  the  Board  of  Harbor  Com- 
missioners of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  damage 
to  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  con- 
sequent upon  the  necessary  change  of  grade  of 
their  road  bed.  These  expenses  can  only  be  ap- 
proximated by  this  Board,  but  will  probably  reach 
if  not  exceed  |350,000.  The  order  estimates  the 
damages  occasioned  by  the  extension  at  $117,540.04, 
which  will  give  the  land  for  a  street  from  Albany 
street  to  the  junction  of  Boston  street  anu  Dor- 
chester avenue, South  Boston,  taking258,661  square 
feet  of  land,  valued  at  $84,840.04,  affecting  build- 
ings valued  at  $48,500,  and  damaging  buildings, 
owners  and  occupants,  $32,700. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oomnion  Council, 

OCTOBER    ya,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  ineetiii}>;  at  71/2  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  iu  the  chair. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOAaO  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Porter  &  Coates,  Boyntou  Brotliers, 
and  Joseph  Nickersou  tt  al.    Referred. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  A.  T.  Stearns,  to  be  paid  for  tlamages 
alleged  to  be  caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer 
in  Taylor  and  Water  streets.  Ward  IG;  of  Joanna 
Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  her  houses,  48 
and  50  Reg'nt  street,  by  blasting.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  for  sale  by  auction  of  the  lot 
of  land  belonging  to  the  city,  known  as  the  old 
engine-house  lot  on  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury, 
ana  the  wooden  building  standing:  ui.on  said  lot. 
Order  lead  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  W'inlock,  Director  of  the 
Observatory  at  Harvard  College,  $500,  for  furnish- 
ing to  the  cuy  the  true  meriuian  time.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  act  on  petition 
of  commanding  officers  of  Mussachusetts  Volun- 
teer Militia  in  this  city  that  the  city  would  secure 
to  their  use  the  privilege  of  the  drill  room  of  the 
Institute  of  lecnnology.    Accepted. 

Ifeport  and  order  to  tliscontinue  allowance  for 
rent  of  armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A, 
Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  19 North 
Russell  street,  ana  to  allow  iSOOO  per  annum  for 
.rent  of  armory  now  occupied  by  said  company  at 
corner  of  Cambridge  ai^d  North  Russell  streets. 
Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  $300  per  ai.uum  for 
rent  of  headquarters  of  Second  Battalion  of  In- 
fantry, M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  of  Cambridge  and 
North  Russell  streets,  beginning  Oct.  1, 1874.  Or- 
der jjassed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  $250  for 
furnishing  the  armory  of  ComiKiny  A,  Second 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of 
Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets.  Passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  iu  relation  to  defective  drainage  in 
certain  localities  in  the  city.  Referred  to  Cochitu- 
ate  Water  Board  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  wiilening  and  extension  of  Swett  street  to 
South  Boston.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets. 

Order  authorizing  a  change  of  the  grade  of  the 
draw  of  Eastern-avenue  Bridge  on  certain  condi- 
tions therein  named. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $600  additional 
to  be  expended  for  team  work  on  Common,  etc. 

Passed  and  sent  up. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  g;5000  addition- 
al to  be  expended  for  labor  on  the  public  gi  ounds. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — It  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  have  some  explanation  from  the  committee 
for  what  purpose  it  is  proposed  to  devote  this 
$5000.  We  have  made  a  great  many  appropria- 
tions for  the  Common  and  public  grounds,  and  I 
think  that  the  Council  should  know  what  one  of 
this  magnitude  is  for. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  would  say  iu  explana- 
tion, that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  the  Superintendent 
reported  about  $1600  were  due  for  labor,  and  there 
would  probably  be  needed  before  long  about  $5000; 
and  we  concluded  to  ask  for  that  amount  now,  in 
order  to  save  the  trouble  of  coming  to  the  Council 
from  time  to  time.  This  order  is  merely  asking- 
leave  to  spend  money  already  appropriated.  This 
amount,  with  what  has  already  been  expended  for 
labor  on  the  public  grounds,  does  not  cover  what 
was  approijriate<i  for  that  purpose  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 


THE  WATEP.  SUPPLY. 

The  following  was  receive:!  and  read: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  i 
Boston,  Oct.  22, 1874.     ] 

To  ttie  Honorable,  the  City  Council:  Oentle- 
men— It  becomes  my  imperative  duty  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  action 
upon  the  (piestion  of  continuing  the  work  now 
under  contract  for  the  constniction  of  a  portion 
of  the  comluit  between  Farm  Pond  and  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir.  In  order  that  the  question,  as 
now  presented,  may  be  clearly  understood,  I  beg 
to  state,  as  briefly  as  possible^  the  action  already 
taken  upon  the' subject  bv  the  City  Council  and 
the  Water  lioard. 

By  chapter  177  of  the  acts  of  1872,  the  city  of 
Boston  was  authorized,  by  and  through  the  agency 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  to  take,  holcf, 
and  convey  to,  into  and  through  this  city  aU  the 
waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  I  arm  Pond  ;  and  al- 
so to  take  any  water  lights  in  or  upon  the  river 
•  and  pond,  or  coiinecteu  therewith. 

Upon  the  recominendation  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  Water,  the 
following  oruer  was  passed  on  the  11th  of  April, 
1873,  viz. : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  §500,000,  to  be  expended,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in 
furniaiiiig  an  additional  supply  of  pure  water 
from  Sudbury  River." 

Soon  after  the  Water  Board  made  a  con- 
tract, involving  an  expenditure  of  about  $340,- 
000,  for  building  a  conduit  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  to  Newton  Centre, — being  a  part  of  the 
independent  conduit  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir to  Farm  Pond,  the  plan  by  which  the  supply 
from  Sudbury  River  was  to  be  brought  into  the 
city.  In  beginning  work  under  the  contract  the 
verbal  consent  of  the  owners  of  lands  entered 
upon  was  obtained, — it  being  the  opinion  of  the 
Water  Board  that  a  settlement  more  favorable  to 
the  interests  of  the  city  could  be  made  after  the 
work  was  completed,  and  the  actual  damage 
shown,  than  before  ai)>thiiig  had  been  done. 
Early  in  the  fall  of  I8V3  it  became  necessary 
to  seize  lands  in  the  proposed  storage  basins, 
and  the  City  Solicitor  was  called  upon  to  1  repare 
the  necessary  papers.  He  found  that  although 
the  Water  Board  had  beer  authoiized  by  the  or- 
der of  Ajjril  irto  carry  on  the  work  in  which  they 
were  then  engaged,  they  had  received  no  direct 
authority  to  act  as  the  agents  of  the  city  in  taking 
lands.  On  the  20th  of  October  the  ..chairman  01 
the  Committee  on  Water  offered  an  order  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  giving  the  Water  Board  for- 
mal authority  to  take  and  hold,  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  tlie  necessary  lands  and  water  rights  to 
procure  a  permanent  supply  of  walerfrom  Su'i- 
bury  River  and  Farm  Pond.  The  order  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Common  Council,  where, 
after  some  discission,  it  was  referred  to  the  pres- 
ent City  Council. 

The  report  of  your  Committee  on  Water,  sub- 
mitted on  the  22d  January  last,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  same  ortler,  is  now  before  you. 
Meantime  the  work  under  the  contract  has  been 
continued.  When  it  appeared  that  the  Water 
Board  had  no  authority  to  take  lands,  the  owners 
of  the  estates  which  had  been  entered  upon 
threatened  to  stop  the  work  by  injunction,  and  it 
became  necessaiyto  settle  with  them  or  forfeit 
all  that  had  been  done.  The  work  under  the  con- 
tract has  now  progressed  to  a  point  where  other 
estates,  whose  owners  have  not  settled  ^^ith  the 
city,  are  to  be  entered  upon,  and  I  am  informed 
by  the  Water  Board  that  unless  the  lands 
are  taken  by  competent  authority,  an  injunction 
will  be  obtained  to  prevent  the  contractors  from 
proceeding.  The  work  cannot  he  stopped  with- 
out making  the  city  liable  in  damages  to  the  con- 
tractors. Under  these  circumstances  the  Water 
Board  decline  to  take  the  responsibility  either  of 
continuing  the  work  and  being  made  "personally 
liable,  or  of  discontinuing  it  and  making  the  city 
liable.  The  City  Council  can  meet  the  question  in 
one  of  two  ways:  First — By  passing  the  order  giv- 
ing the  Water  Board  authority  to  take  all  the 
lands  and  water  rights  necessary  to  procure  a  per- 
manent additional  supply  from  Sudbury  River. 
Second — By  directing  the  "Water  Board  to  discon- 
tinue work  on  the  conduit,  and  to  settle  with  the 
contractors.  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
give  the  matter  your  early'and  earnest  attention, 
to  the  end  that  the  public  interests  may  not  suf- 
fer from  unnecessary  delay. 

Sa.m'l  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 


OCTOBER      22,       187-t. 
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Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  commu- 
nicatiou  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  and  at  a 
later  stage  of  the  meeting  I  propose  to  make 
another  motion  in  reference  to  it. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Tbacher  ot  Ward  15— Petition  of  J.  Ho- 
mer Pierce,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Clayton  street,  Ward  16. 

Petition  of  Joseph  K.  Paul,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Bristol  street. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Corne- 
lius White,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Warren  avenue,  Charles- 
town. 

By  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  C.  C. 
Geer,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received  from 
an  alleged  defect  in  the  Leverett-street  sidewalk. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

CONNECTION    OF    THE    HIGH    SERVICE  WITH    THE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Burditt,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  submitted  a  report  that  in  consequence 
of  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  high-service 
pipes,  the  standpipe  in  the  Public  Library  build- 
ing is  left  unsupplied  with  water.  To  make  a 
nCLessaiy  connection  with  the  new  high-service 
pipes,  an  estimated  expenditure  of  $2500  will  be 
required, and  as  this  exueiiditure  Mas  not  contem- 
plated when  the  estimates  for  public  buildings 
were  made,  it  will  be  neces>ary  to  provide  for  the 
same  by  transfer  from  some  other  appropriation. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanving  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorizetl  to  make  arrangements  to  con- 
nect the  standpipe  in  the  Public  Libiary  building 
with  the  high-service  pipes,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  .$2500;  said  sum  to  be  tran.sferred  for  that 
purpose  from  the  Reseived  Fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  the  report  and  order 
were  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fiiiajice. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  sub- 
mitted reports  as  follows : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  (as  the 
application  is  withdrawn)  on  petition  of  Houghton 
&  Short;  and  report  that  no  action  is  necessary 
on  petition  of  the  Whiting  Iron  Foundry  Compa- 
ny. .  Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
authorizing  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  Owen 
Nawn  to  erect  building  in  rear  of  Palmer  street, 
according  to  an  ai)plication  on  file  in  the  Depart- 
meni  for  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

GREENHOUSE  ON  CITY  HOSPITAL  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  submitted  the  following: 
City  Hospital,  Boston,  Oct.  21, 1874. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council :  Gentlemen — 
The  Board  of  Trustees  respectfully  furnish  the 
following  information,  in  reply  to  the  recent  order 
of  inquiry  "as  to  the  size  and  extent  of  the  green- 
house about  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the 
City  Hospital,  the  necessity  and  cost  of  the  same, 
and  under  what  appropriation  such  building  is  to 
be  erected."  In  making  up  the  amount  of  the 
annual  appropriation  to  be  asked  for  by  the  trus- 
tees for  the  support  of  the  hospital,  a  certain  sum  is 
estimated  to  be  required  for  ihe  expenditures 
upon  the  "buildings  and  grounds."  Out  of  the 
sums  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  according  to 
the  reports  of  the  City  Auditor,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended from  $1800  to  $2600  annually,  for  the  last 
five  years,  fir  the  "care  and  improvement  of 
grounds."  Of  this,  there  was  paid,  by  contract,  to 
the  gardener  for  the  "care  of  grounds,"  in 

1869 $2,300 

1870 2,100 

1871 2,000 

T872 1,700 

1873 1 ,700 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  the  trus- 
tees beleiving  that  the  work  could  be  more  eco- 
nomically done  in  a  different  way,  employed  a  gar- 
dener by  the  month  for  the  whole  year,  and  after 
paying  all  expenditures  on  account  of  "care  and 
improvement  of  grounds,"  including  labor,  outfit 
of  garden  tools,  stock  of  plants,  etc.,  the  total  for 
the  year  will  be  about  $1200.  In  stating  this 
amount,  no  allowance  is   made  for  the  fact  that 


when  not  fully  occupied  in  his  own  department, 
as  during  the  winter  months,  the  gardener  is  to  be 
employed  in  other  general  work,  thus  saving  the 
expense  of  hiring  additional  help  for  the  special 
purpose. 

There  is  now  on  hand  as  the  product  of  the 
grounds  from  plants  purchased  last  spring  about 
$500  worth  of  plants,  which  must  be  thrown  away 
if  means  are  not  provided  for  their  preservation, 
and  others  must  be  purchased  next  season.  But 
if  pioperly  taken  care  of  they  will  be  of  increased 
value  next  ^;pring,  and  future  expenditures  for 
plants  will  be  merely  nominal.  The  trustees 
therefore  believe  that  the  amount  saved  this  year 
in  the  "care  and  improvement"  of  the  grounds, 
viz.,  about  $600,  could  be  properly  and  econom- 
ically used  in  providing  a  shelter  for  the  care  of 
the  plants  in  winter.  A  small  plat  of  ground, 
13x50  feet,  in  the  angle  of  two  corridors,  is  to  be 
covered  by  a  glazed  roof  raised  eighteen  inches 
above  the  ground  on  one  side,  and  to  lean  against 
the  corridor  wall  on  the  other  side.  This  is  to  be 
used  as  a  propagating  house,  and  not  as  a  green- 
house or  conservatory.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  by  the  facilities  thus  furnished  not  only  can 
the  grounds  be  more  successfully  and  economi- 
cally adorned  than  has  heretofore  been  done,  but 
that  flowers  may  be  easily  and  inexpensively  pro- 
vided for  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  with  the  aid  also 
of  the  recent  bequest  of  Miss  Shaw  for  fruits  and 
flowers  for  the  patients. 

The  total  cost  of  the  propagating  house  is  es- 
timated to  be  betv>te!i  $600  and  §700;  and,  i«c?tefZ- 
iwf/ this  sum,  the  total  expenditure  for  the  year, 
foi  "care  and  improvement  of  grounds,"  will  be 
less  than  the  aver;ige  of  previous  years ;  and  after 
this  year  there  will  be  a  saving  of"  $000  to  $800  an- 
nually from  previous  cost.  The  heating  will  be 
done  by  steam  from  the  boiler  house  near  by  at  a 
trifling  exjsense. 

The  only  object  the  trustees  have  had  in  viewin 
this  matter,  as  in  all  others  connected  with  the 
hospital,  has  been  the  more  economical  and  satis- 
factory administration  of  its  afl'airs. 

E.  C.  Drew,  President, 

For  Trustees. 

Accepted  and  sent  up. 

SALE  of  city  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  am  sorry  to  trouble 
the  Council  again  about  that  matter  of  the  ordi- 
nance relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  books, 
pamphlets  and  city  documents.  But  that  ordi- 
nance required  the  Committee  on  Printing  to 
make  certain  rules,  and  when  they  came  to  make 
them  it  was  discovered  that  the  ordinance  con- 
tained a  word  which  the  committee  had  overlook- 
ed, and  which  rendered  it  questionable  whether 
they  could  adopt  such  rules  as  they  hoped  to 
make.  The  original  order  called  for  an  ordinance 
to  give  the  Committee  on  Printing  the  general 
charge  and  disposal  of  the  documents,  and  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  reported  an  ordinance 
giving  them  the  general  care",  custody  and  distri- 
bution of  the  documents.  It  occurred  to  us  that 
to  strike  out  the  clause  relating  to  the  sale  would 
remedy  the  defect,  but  we  overlooked  the  fact  that 
instead  of  being  given  the  general  charge  and  dis- 
posal of  the  documents — which  we  considered, 
and  I  think  very  properly,  woul  d  have  given  us 
power  to  dispose  of  them  by  sale  or  gift — we  were 
given  the  general  care  and  distribution  of  them. 
This  substitution  of  the  word  "distribution"  for 
"disposal"  of  them  rendered  our  power  to  sell 
very  questionable,  notwithstanding  the  striking 
out  "of  the  clause  prohibiting  the  sale.  As  the 
Council  at  a  former  meeting  expressed  itself  quite 
decidedly  in  favor  of  giving  the  Committee  on 
Printing  power  to  make  sales,  and  as  the  ordinance 
as  't  now  stands,  makes  that  power  questionable, 
I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
which  will  confer  that  power  beyond  a  doubt.  I 
t'lerefore  move  to  amend  the  "Ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  the  care  and  distribution  of  public  doc- 
uments," by  inserting  after  the  words  "distribu- 
tion of  city  documents,  books  and  pamphlets," 
the  following  words;  "Provided,  That  said  com- 
mittee may  authorize  the  sale  at  an  approximate 
cost  price  ot  any  surplus  copies  of  any  of  such 
documents,  books  or  pamphlets."  This  will  dis- 
tinctly give  us  what  we  previously  supposed  was 
implied,  but  which  we  now  think  is  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  is  a  custom  of 
the  City  Government,  sir,  and  I  believe  it  is  of 
this  branch,  as  well  as  of  the  other,  always, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  change  a  solemn  ordi- 
nance of  the  city,  to  have  that  proposition  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.     I  believe  that 
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has  been  a  standing  rule,  if  not  always  the  prac- 
tice, and  therefore  I  lise  for  the  purijose  of  mak- 
ing a  motion  that  the  proposition  now  before  the 
Council  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  Here  is  a  proposition  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  an  arbitrary 
I^ower.  We  are  not  to  pass  upon  it.  \Ve  have 
nothing  to  say  as  to  the  price  to  be  fixed  upon 
these  documents,  Here  is  a  proposition  to  ])ut  into 
the  hands  of  a  single  committee  an  .\rbitrary 
power,  which  I  am  always  opposed  to.  If  we  are 
to  change  a  solemn  ordinance  let  us  do  it  in  the 
most  solemn  manner.  Let  us  give  it  to  the  proper 
committee  to  consider  its  needs,  and  what  is  to  be 
its  prooable  bearing  not  only  upon  ourselves  but 
upon  the  community  at  large.  Therefore  I  think  it 
is  our  imperative  duty,  and  certainly  1  feel  it  to  be 
mine,  as  one  member  of  this  Council,  to  move  and. 
vote  that  that  matter  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  so  that  they  in  their  private 
chamber  may  consider  the  propriety  of  it,  may 
consider  whether  it  is  better  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  whom  we  represent  that  the  public 
documents— which,  in  my  judgment,  should  be 
made  free  as  air—  are  to  be  put  upon  sale  by  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people 
wlfl  sustain  us  for  a  moment  in  any  such  proposi- 
tion. At  any  rate,  let  us  have  that  matter  com- 
mitted to  the  appiopriate  committee,  and  what- 
ever their  decision  m^y  be  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  abide  by. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  do  not  desire  to  ob- 
ject to  its  being  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, especially  if  the  committee  think  it  is  a 


matter  that  ought  to  be  referred  to  them.  I  do 
not  know  what  the  practice  has  been  with  such 
amendments  as  this,  but  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
have  it  go  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances was  adopted,  and  was  sent  up  for  concur- 
rence. 

SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  next  Monday  evening  at 
71/2  o'clock  P.  M.  I  do  this  from  the  fact  that 
some  decisive  action  must  be  had  very  soon  with 
regard  to  the  matter  alluded  to  in  the  message  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  As  stated  in  the  message, 
in  about  two  weeks  the  contractors  will  be  through 
the  tunnel  to  the  land  that  does  not  at  'jresent  be- 
long to  the  city  of  Boston,  and,  as  is  fully  stated 
in  the  message,  the  Water  Board  do  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  proceed  any  farther;  aud  it  will  be 
at  a  very  serious  inconvenience  and  great  expense 
to  the  city  if  the  contiaetors  have  to  stop  where 
they  are.  Therefore,  if  we  intend  to  proceed  with 
the  work,  something  decisive  must  be  done.  Be- 
sides, the  report  of  the  Engineer,  which  is  all 
printed  except  a  few  pages,  will  be  ready  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  City  Council  on  Saturday.  There- 
fore I  hope  that  we  shall  meet  as  early  as  possible 
to  act  upon  this  matter. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote— 32  for, 
18  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday 
evening  next,  at  7%  o'clock. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCrOBKR    ye,    1874. 


Regr»)ai-  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  H.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constables— William  A.  Fort,  for  duty  in  Pro- 
bate Court;  Isaac  W.  Derby  for  duty  in  the  Treas- 
ur\  Department. 

Special  Police  Officers— Algernon  M.  Mitchell, 
for  Williams  Market  and  its  vicinity. 

•'Suitable  peisons  to  make  complaint  in  case  of 
violations"  of  the  statute  concerning  the  care  and 
cuftody  of  neglect!  d  children— The  truant  officers 
of  the  city. 

OllDEKS   OF  NOTICE    EECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  returnable  today  were  consid- 
ered, and,  there  being  no  objection  offered,  they 
were  severally  disposed  of  as  follows : 

On  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Rus- 
sell street,  Roxbuiy.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

On  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
engines  by  (ieorge  &  Proctor,  corner  of  K  and 
First  streets,  and  by  Pmter  &  Co.,  at  613  Atlantic 
avenue.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

On  iietition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  exten- 
sion of  their  tracks  in  Roxbury.  ReconnnitteJ  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

On  expediency  of  removing  Metropolitan  tracks 
in  Meridian  street,  East  Boston.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  I'aving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  PxMic  Lands. 
Thomas  N.  Hart  ct  al.,  that  the  passageway  be- 
tween Worcester  and  Concord  streets  be  drained. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Roger  Drury, 
for  a  sewer  in  either  Parker  street  or  Ten  ace 
street, 

To  the  Committee  on.  Market.  Ira  ^Y.  Hill,  for 
leave  to  transfer  lease  of  stall  No.  4  New  Faneuil 
Hall  Maiket  to  Ridler  &  Legg,  and  to  change  the 
business  thereof. 

To  the  Comtniltee  on   Faneuil  Hall.    Burnham 
■Wardwell.to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  Faneu  1 
Hall  for  the  meeting  on  Sunday  last,  on  "  I'he  Pre- 
vention of  Crime,  and  the  Treating  of  Prisoneis. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Phineas  B.  Smith,  Jr.,  for  the  lemoval  of 
a  tree  from  sidewalk  of  Washington  street,  corner 
ot  Hawthorn  place. 

John  J.  Soren,  tor  removal  of  a  tree  from  side- 
walk of  19  Greenville  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mary  E.  Bird  for  abatement  of  assess- 
i/ient  of  Washington-street  betterment. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs. 
Copy  of  proposed  petition  of  David  Coolidge  etal., 
i'or  the  annexation  of  Brookline  to  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  O.  L  Fuller,  for 
leave  to  exhibit  exhibitions  of  physical  manifes- 
tations at  Cotton  Hall  from  Oct.  29  to  Nov.  15. 

Frank  J.  Ellis,  for  a  hack  stand  at  corner  of 
Clarendon  nnd  Marlborough  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildinqs.  Henry  Dudley,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Green  stieet,  near 
Washington  stieet,  Warcl  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Charles  Simmons,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Berry  street,  near 
'Central  street  W^ard  17. 

John  Green,' for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  North  Beacon  street. 

Robert  MeMurty,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  North  Beacon  street, 
corner  of  Gordon  street, 

Patrick  Cembey,  for  leave  to  occuy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horsep  on  Keyes  street,  near  Centre 
street.  Ward  17. 

Elmer  C.  Gordon,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Thornton  place,  No.  1, 
Ward  14. 

C.  Camflll  &  Son,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  private  v,  ay  off  Walk  Hill 
^itreet,  Ward  17.  ,  ,  , 

John  Devine,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Kcvs  lot,  near  South  street, 
Ward  17. 


T.  Kelly,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
tor  nine  horses  on  Elmore  street.  No.  36,  Ward  16. 

Fabins  Rose,  tor  leave  1o  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Glenwood  street.  No.  10, 
Ward   14. 

John  A.  Sanborn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  398  Main  street, 
Charlestown. 

Nathaniel  G.  Simonds,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  foi  six  borses  on  Chelsea  street, 
adjoining  No.  190. 

E.  R.  VVillis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  twenty-live  horses  on  Sixth  street,  No.  698 
between  M  and  N  stieets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. E.  S.  Johnson,  for  the  refunding  of  tax 
paid  on  land  taken  by  the  city  in  extending  East 
Lenox  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paviru/ .  F.  VV.  Ryder, 
agent,  for  edgestones  at  119  Ruggles  stieet. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  location  of  tracks  in  Haymarket  square 
given  to  the  Metiopolltan  Railroad,  and  the  loca- 
tion of  the  same  for  petitioners. 

A.  D.  Puffer,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Washington  street. 

John  Carevv  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  H  street 
from  Broadway  to  Emerson  street. 

A.  D.  Williams,  for  edgestones  on  portion  of 
southeasterly  side  of  Perry  court,  out  of  Hampden 
street. 

W.  A.  Goodman  et  al.,  that  brick  sidewalks  be 
laid  in  Clifford  street. 

Fred  T.  Knight  et  al.,  that  Frances  street  be 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

.Mary  E.  Murphy  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Silver  street. 

W.  H.  Gleeson  et  al..  that  Fifth  street,  between 
P  and  Q  stieets,  be  graded;  also  that  edgestones 
be  set  therein. 

Prenti  s  Sargent  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Canal  street,  between  Essex  and  Chapman 
streets,  Cbarlestown. 

A.  F.  Upton  et  al.,  that  the  cro.ssingsonTremont 
street,  between  Chester  park  and  Dover  street, 
[now  laid  with  square  stones]  be  relaid  with  flat 
flag  stones. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Or<ler  for  Superintendent  of  Street-  to  con- 
struct an  iron  bridge  on  A'-hland  street.  West 
Roxbury,  over  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad. 
Estimated  cost,  $30,000. 

Alderman  Woithington — Will  the  Committee 
on  Paving  give  some  explanation  of  this  order, 
and  what  the  bridge  is  for  ? 

Alderman  Peters — As  this  bridge  is  i"  the  ward 
in  which  I  live,  I  would  state  that  Asuland  street 
was  laid  out  since  the  Providen'se  Railroad  was 
built,  and  therefore  he  city  is  bound  to  keep  the 
bridge  in  order.  The  bridge  is  in  a  bad  state  of 
repair.  The  Providence  Railroad  uave  finished 
their  third  track  nearly  to  this  point,  and  have 
notified  us  thau  they  wish  to  continue  it  by  there, 
and  desire  us  to  take  the  abutments  off.  Tins 
plan  will  be  more  expensive  at  first,  but 
the  committee  thought  it  would  be  cheapest 
to  build  an  iron  bridge  there.  Wherever  a  bii  ige 
is  constructed  befoie  a  railroad  is  built,  or  a  rad- 
road  is  laid  out  before  a  bridge  is  built,  the  city 
has  to  build  and  take  care  of  the  bridge.  If  the 
bridge  is  budt  at  the  time  the  railioad  is  laid  out, 
then  the  railroad  has  to  build  and  take  care  of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— Will  thi<  g;30,000  be  the 
entire  expense?  and  1  would  inquire  if  Ashland 
street  is  not  a  priv.ite  street,  laid  out  by  parties 
who  are  selling  land  there  and  are  callinsr  upon 
the  city  to  take  care  of  it  ? 

Alderman  Peters— Ashla  id  street  is  not  a  private 
street,  but  was  laid  out  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners. When  this  matter  first  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Paving  they  delayed  the  matter  lill 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  could  find  out  all 
about  it.  Parties  may  be  selling  land  there,  but  the 
street  is  a  public  way,  and  the  city  is  bound  to 
keej)  it  in  order.  The  present  bridge  would  ha\  e 
to  be  removed  on  account  of  the  third  track  about 
to  be  laid.  We  understand  that  this  s;30,000  will 
be  the  whole  expense. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Cornelius  White,  C.  C.  Gever,  J. 
Homer  Pierce,  Joseph  F.  Paul.  Severally  referred. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petitions 
of  Houghton  &  Short  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  East  Newton  street;  and  of  the  Whiting  Iron 
Foundry  to  enlarire  a  building  on  Earn  ham  street, 
Ward  13.    Severally  accepted. 
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Report  and  order  to  allow  Owen  Na  wn  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Palmer  street,  Ward  13.  Or- 
der passed. 

A  report  and  order  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  for  a  trans t'er  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  of  $2500,  to  meet  the  expense  of  connecting 
the  staudpipes  in  the  Public  Library  Building 
with  the  high-service  came  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    The  Board  concurred. 

A  proposed  amendment  to  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  printing  so  as.  to  provide  "for'  the  sale  of 
surplus  copies  of  the  city's  publications"  came  up 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The 
Board  concurred. 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  up- 
on tlie  order  requesting  information  as  to  the 
size,  extent  and  cost  of  the  new  greenhouse  built 
within  their  premises.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $000  additional 
to  be  expended  for  team  work  on  Common,  etc. 
Passed . 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $5000  addition- 
al to  be  expended  for  labor  on  the  public  grounds. 
Passed. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1821.90,  being  the  amount  of 
expenses    of    Suffolk  County    Jail   for   October. 

Read  and  approved. 

EXPEDIENCY  OF  ERECTING  A  HOME  FOE  THE  POOB 
ON  THE  AUSTIN  FARM. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Direct- 
ors of  Public  Institutions  in  i-esj^onse  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  City  Council  for  their  reasons  for 
deemiiig  it  inexpedient  to  erect  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  The  communication 
summarizes  previous  action  of  that  board  and  the 
City  Council  on  the  subject,  and  then  proceeds  as 
follows : 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  the  board  have  had 
to  express  their  viCMS  upon  the  site  selected,  and 
they  now  cheerfully  complv  with  the  request  of 
the  City  Council. 

While  negotiacions  for  the  purchase  of  the  Aus- 
tin farm  were  pending,  the  opinion  of  individual 
mea^be's  of  the  board  may  have  been  expressed 
upon  the  relative  meiito  of  this  and  other  sites, 
yet  no  official  opinion  upon  the  subject  had  been 
sought  until  the  order  of  Sept.  10  was  adopted. 

While  the  board  do  not  claim  to  possess  superior 
wisdom  in  these  matters,  it  is  but  just  to  assume 
that  a  board  having  direct  personal  supervision  of 
the  institutions  are,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  ease, 
in  a  position  to  render  an  intelligent  and  conclu- 
sive opinion  as  to  the  necessities  and  requirements 
of  an  institution  of  this  kind.  Without  desiring  to 
criticise  the  knowledge  or  judgment  of  others,  we 
wish  only  to  record  a  deliberate  opinion  based 
upon  years  of  observation  and  actual  experience 
in  conducting  the  public  institutions. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  Austin  farm  pos- 
sesses natural  and  artificial  attractions ;  and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  committee  that  recommended 
the  selection  of  this  site,  and  the  City  Council 
that  purchased  it,  were  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
procure  a  beautiful  and  commanding  location  for 
the  Home  for  the  Foor.  But  the  main  question  to 
be  considered  by  this  board  in  deciding  as  to  the 
expediency  of  locating  the  institution  thereon  is, 
Does  it  combine  the  requisite  advantages  for  an 
economical  and  convenient  management  of  such 
an  institution  ? 

To  this  question  we  are  obliged  to  answer  that 
it  does  not. 

In  considering  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm,  ques- 
tions of  a  general  nature  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  maintaiuing  the  city  poor  present  them- 
selves, as  well  as  the  special  subject  of  that  par- 
ticular location  for  such  a  purpose.  We  must 
constantly  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  class  requiring  support  in  such  a  home 
is  owing  to  the  great  increase  in  population  con- 
tinually changing  from  year  to  year."  Private  and 
religious  charitable  societies  are  incieasing  in 
number  and  usefulness,  and  are  seeking  out  and 
assisting  the  worthy  and  deserving  objects  of  their 
charity,  who  through  failure  of  health  or  business, 
or  the  death  of  their  natural  protectors,  are  oblig- 
ed to  receive  the  charity  of  others.  The  work  of 
these  societies  in  and  around  Boston  is  annually 
increased,  and  as  a  result  leaves  a  larger  propor- 
tion among  the  poor  to  be  provided  for  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  of  those  who,  by  their  own  improvi- 
dence or  vice,  deprive  themselves  of  the  means  of 
support.  More  than  a  third  of  the  adidt  inmates 
of  the  almshouse  have  been  sentenced  inmates  of 


the  House  of  Industry  for  intemperance  or  va- 
grancy, and  who  now  alternate  between  the  penal 
and  cliaritable  institutions. 

We  claim,  then,  on  general  principles,  thg-t  it  is 
not  only  inexpedient,  but  unwise,  to  locate  an 
institution  of  this  character  in  the  midst  of 
a  rapidly  increasing  population,  and  upon  a 
site  which,  in  view  of  the  possibilities  for  its  im- 
provement, ij  altogether  too  valuable  for  such  a 
purpose.  Ill  our  opinion  such  an  institution 
should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  isolated  from  a  grow- 
ing community,  yet  so  situated  as  to  be  easy  of  ac- 
cess ;  for  we  regard  means  of  convenient  and  easy 
communication  to  be  imperative.  This  farm  is 
surrounded  by  costly  and  desirable  estates  that 
in  a  short  time  will  be  demanded  for  building 
purposes  and  residences,  and  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  so  situated  will  prove  a  detriment  to  the 
neighborhood. 

The  character  of  the  site  and  its  surroundings, 
demand  a  more  elaborate  style  of  architecture 
than  would  be  required  in  a  more  retired  or  iso- 
lated^location.  In  preparing  plans  for  a  structure 
upon  the  Austin  farm,  as  requested  by  the  city 
Council,  the  board,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  had 
some  reference  to  the  good  appearance  and  effect 
of  the  building,  with  the  view  of  erecting  an  insti- 
tution that  would  correspond  m  some  degree  with 
the  location,  and  be  ere  itable  to  the  city. 

Again,  we  regard  it  inexpedient  to  erect  this  in- 
stitution upon  the  Austin  farm,  because  in  our 
opinion  the  available  space  is  too  small  for  the 
erection  of  the  buibiings.  The  surface  of  the  lot 
IS  uneven,  and  to  obtain  a  level  space  of  sufficient 
size  for  the  structure  much  grading  will  be  neces- 
sary. Fully  one-third  of  the  farm  is  low  and  wet, 
and  it  is  quite  uncertain  if  a  eood  foundation  can 
be  obtained  without  considerable  trouble  and 
expense. 

The  cost  of  erecting  a  building  there  will 
be  very"  largely  increa-ed  from  the  fact  that 
all  the  great  amount  of  material  used  in  its 
construction  must  be  teamed  to  the  site  from 
the  city  proper.  After  the  institution  is  erected, 
the  cost  of  maintenance  will  be  greatly  augment- 
ed from  the  same  cause.  All  tlie  sui:)plies  used 
must  be  freighted  by  rail  and  then  teamed  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  a  mile  to  the  institution,  or  must 
be  carted  from  the  warehouses  in  the  city  proper 
a  distance  of  five  miles.  This  item  of  itself  will 
amount  to  a  very  considsiable  sum.  Every  ton  of 
coal,  every  barrel  of  flour — in  fact,  every  article 
in  the  nature  of  supplies,  great  in  the  aggregate, 
required  by  a  large  institution — will  be  subjected 
to  the  increased  cost  of  transportation,  and  the 
running  expenses  will  be  unduly  enhanced. 

To  prevent  the  inmates  from  roaming  to  the 
neighborhood  and  becoming  a  constant  source  of 
annoyance,  to  say  the  least,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
surround  the  farm  with  a  high  stockade  fence. 

When  we  consider  the  character  of  the  institu- 
tion ;  the  difficulty  of  confining  the  inmates  to  the 
grounds ;  the  nature  of  the  site  and  its  location  in 
a  beautiful  section  of  the  city,  soon  to  be  demand 
edfor  improvement;  the  cost  of  grading,  con- 
struction, transportation  and  maintenance,  we 
cannot  forbear  the  expression  that,  in  our  opinion, 
it  is  altogether  inexpedient  to  locate  the  institu- 
tion upon  the  Austin  farm. 

Under  the  original  order  of  the  City  Council, 
the  board,  having  stated  the  fact  that  in  their 
opinion  it  is  inexpedient  to  erect  the  Home  for 
the  Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm,  and  thus  fully  ex- 
pressed the  reasons  and  conclusions  upon  which 
that  opinion  is  based,  would  have  committed  the 
subject  to  the  judgment  and  decision  of  the  City 
Cou_:cil.  But  in  addition  to  the  original  request, 
the  City  Council  have  desired  the  board  "to  reivort 
what,  in  their  opinion,  is  a  suitable  site,  and  their 
reasons  for  such  a  selection." 

To  this  request  we  would  respectfully  reply  that 
some  of  the  objections  that  lnv^^  been  urged 
against  the  Austin  farm  apply  with  equal  force  to 
any  inland  site  that  is  not  easily  accessible  by 
railroad. 

A  proper  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
City  Council  to  select  and  recommend  a  suitable 
location,  anil  specify  the  reasons  for  the  selection 
would  require  considerable  time,  and  involve  an 
examination  of  several  locations. 

The  plans  submitted  by  the  board  ia  1870  for  a 
buiUiing  at  Deer  Island  conteiuidated  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  $225,000,  or  less  than  one-half  the 
amount  which  will  be  required  to  erect  the  pro- 
posed buibling  on  any  other  location.  At  that 
time  the  financial  condition  of  the  city  was  ^uch 
that  the  expense  would  have  been  much  less  of  a 
burden  than  it  can  be  at  present.    Since    then  the 
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disastrous  fire  has  occurrecl,an(l  the  he.avy  expeniU- 
tures  resulting  from  the  calamity,  and  the  great 
addition  to  the  city  deht  in  consecjuence  of  the 
fire  :u)d  annexation,  demand  the  most  careful 
an<i  economical  exj)enditure  of  the  public  money. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  which  may  well  arouse  our 
earnest  attention,  the  board,  in  the  renewed  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  with  reference  to  reply- 
ing to  the  communication  of  the  City  Council, 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  possibly  this  great 
exi^enditure  may  for  the  2Jrcsent  be  avoided,  and 
that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  proceed  at  once  to 
the  erection  of  a  new  Home  for  the  Poor.  In  view 
of  this  possibility  the  board  beg  leave  respectful- 
ly to  submit  the  "following  suggestions : 

In  the  summer  of  1872  it  was  decided  .o  remove 
the  adult  male  paupers  to  Raiusford  Island, 
and  authority  was  granted  by  the  City  Council 
to  fit  up  tie  buildings  at  that  place  for  their  re- 
ception. Steam  apparatus  for  heating,  cooking, 
and  laundry  purjjoses  was  introduced  and  the 
main  budding  thoroughly  repaired  and  made 
comIortal)le  and  pieasant,  at  an  expenditure  of 
$18,642.  During  the  last  year  the  stone  building 
has  been  put  in  good  order  and  fitted  for  hospital 
purposes  with  steam  heating  apparatus,  and  now 
all  the  room  in  the  main  buiUling  is  used  for  the 
males  who  are  not  in  need  of  hospital  treatment. 
The  amount  expended  in  repairs  and  alterations 
during  the  p.^st  year  was  1^11,454— making 
a  total  expenditure  at  Rainsford  st.30,096. 
The  capacity  of  the  main  building  can  be 
increased,  by  the  addition  of  wings,  as  such 
eulargemeni;  becomes  necessary,  and  the 
place  still  continue  to  be  used  as  a  home 
for  the  men.  The  institution  there  can  be  easily 
sujjplied  by  the  city  steamer,  and  the  cost  of  su- 
perintendence and  management  is  small.  It  is 
accessible  to  the  city  and  Deer  Island;  the  men 
ore  comfortable  and  contented,  and  thus  tar  the 
occupation  of  the  island  has  been  more  satisfac- 
tory 111  its  results  than  was  at  first  anticipated. 
If  the  City  Council  should  decide  to  retain  this  lo- 
cation as  a  home  for  the  adult  males,  it  >vUl  be 
necessary  to  approuriate  a  sufficient  amount  for 
the  erection  of  wings  to  the  main  building. 

By  the  annexation  of  Charlestown  and  Brighton, 
the  city  came  into  possession  of  two  almshouses. 
That  belonging  to  Charlestown  is  situated  on  the 
Maiden  side  of  Mystic  River,  comprising  a  brick 
building  and  about  three  acres  of  land.  The 
building  is  in  good  condition,  and  can  ac- 
commodate about  125  inmates.  With  a  compar- 
atively small  outlay  it  can  be  made  a  very  com- 
fortable homf'.  It  is  easily  accessible,  and  a  horse 
railroad  passes  the  door.  The  almshouse  of 
Brighton  is  a  wooden  buililing  well  located  on 
Lake  street,  not  far  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 
It  can  be  fitted  up  at  small  expense  to  accommo- 
date from  twenty-five  to  thirty  inmates.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  classify  the  adult  female  paupers  now  at 
Deer  Island,  and  remove  them  to  these  two  insti- 
tutions, where  they  will  be  provided  for  in  a  com- 
fortable manner,  and  the  room  vacated  by  them 
will  be  used  to  relieve  the  House  of  Industry, 
which  is  now  overcrowded. 

The  recent  modifications  in  the  laws  of  settle- 
ment, whereby  a  man  gains  a  settlement  in  our 
city  by  a  residence  of  five  years  and  the  payment 
of  three  taxes,  and  women  by  five  years'  resi- 
dence without  taxes,  will  largely  increase  the 
number  who  will  apply  to  the  city  for  aid  anil  sup- 
port. In  this  connection  the  question  of  the  neces- 
sary and  proper  aid  to  bestow  becomes  one  of 
great  importanee.  Though  the  administration  of 
partial  support  and  outdoor  relief  is  in  charge  of 
another  board,  yet  the  directors  are  constrained 
to  say  that,  in  their  opinion,  a  more  liberal 
policy  of  relief  on  the  part  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil would  do  much  to  reduce  the  number  who 
now  seek  permanet  relief  in  the  almshouse. 
The  experience  of  this  board  proves  that 
there  are  cases  that  with  more  liberal  assistance 
in  time  of  sickness  or  emergency,  may  be  prevent- 
ed from  seeking  a  home  at  the  public  expense. 
During  the  winter  season  especially,  the  city 
should  not  hesitate  to  grant  sufficient  appropria- 
tions to  relieve  the  wants  of  those  who  with  as- 
sistance m.ay  be  able  to  keep  their  families  to- 
gether at  less  expense  to  the  city  than  if  provided 
for  in  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

The  Board  of  Directors  have  thus  reviewed  the 
subject  committed  to  them  by  the  City  Council. 
It  has  engaged  their  earnest  and  continued  con- 
sideration. They  have  been  influenced  by  a  de- 
sire to  submit  such  facts  and  suggestions  as 
will  lead  the  Council  to  a  speedy  and  cor- 
rect solution  of  the  importent  question   of   pro- 


viding adequate  accommodation  for  the  poor. 
They  have  considered  the  financial  condition  of 
the  city ;  the  general  character  of  the  class  to  be 
supported;  the  site  in  question  and  the  plans  of 
thn  building,  and  have  suggested  a  method  by 
which,  as  it  appears  to  them,  the  question  can  be 
decided  tor  some  i:onsiderable  time  without  a 
large  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  They 
recommend  the  enlargement  of  the  building  at 
Rainsford  Island  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
men,  the  removal  of  the  women  to  Charlestown 
an(i  Brif^hton,  and  the  increase  of  out  door  relief 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  poor  from  becoming 
permanent  inmates  oi  the  almshouse.  Of  the 
necessity  of  s^me  immediate  provision  for  the 
pauiier  class  there  is  no  room  for  argument.  It  is 
conceded  by  all,  and  the  Directors  submit  the 
case  to  the  good  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
City  Council,  trusting  it  will  receive  immediate 
and  decisive  action. 

Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Bradlee,  President. 

During  the  reading  of  the  above  crmmunication 
Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  it  belaid  on  the 
table  an:!  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  a  report  which  I  am 
not  certain  whether  I  am  justified  in  calling  a 
minority  report  or  not,  because  my  time  has  been 
so  much  taken  up  that  I  have  had  time  tc  see 
only  a  very  few  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The 
report  just  read  is  signed  by  the  President  "for 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions." 
There  are  some  of  the  directors  who  would  have 
signed  this  report,  I  think,  if  I  could  have  seen 
them;  there  are  some  who  say  they  do  not  agree 
with  either  that  re;  ort  or  this  one.  "  I  should  like 
the  privilege  of  reading  this  report,  as  pretty 
much  the  whole  of  that  one  has  been  read. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Cutter, 
whether  tlie  directors  had  been  notified  of  the 
minority  report.  Alderman  Power  said  that  the 
report  just  read  was  to  be  presented  a  fort- 
night ago,  but  was  delayed  expressly  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  Co  make  a  minority  report. 

Alderman  Prescotu  favored  the  reading  of  the 
minority  report. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  vote  to  lay  on 
the  table  avid  print  the  report  just  read  be  recon- 
sidered, and,gave  notice  that  if  it  prevailed  he 
would  move  to  recommit  both  reports  with  in- 
structions to  have  them  signed  and  reported  again 
in  print. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  unaware  that  thei'«  was  to 
be  a  minority  report  when  he  made  the  motion, 
and  thought  it  singular  that  the  President  did  not 
sign  the  report  for  the  majority  if  he  had  had  no- 
tice of  a  dissenting  report. 

Alderman  Peters's  motion  to  reconsider  was  car- 
ried, and  he  then  moved  that  the  majority  and 
minority  reports  be  recommitted  to  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions,  with  instructicns  to  have 
tbem  signed,  and  that  they  be  reported  in  print. 
He  said  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  there  was 
a  minority  report,  while  the  Chair  ha^  read  what 
purports  to  be  a  unanimous  report. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  as  a  substitute  for 
Alderman  Peters's  motion,  that  the  balance  of  the 
majority  report  be  read,  and  that  they  should  then 
heai'  the  minority  report.  He  thought  it  would 
hardly  be  courteous  to  tne  directors  to  recommit 
the  reports  before  they  had  been  read  to  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  wanted  to  hear  enough 
of  the  minority  report  read  to  learn  what  it  was; 
and  Alderman  Emery  agreed  with  Alderman 
Prescott  that  they  ^  bould  know  what  the  reports 
are  before  they  could  tell  what  to  do  with  them. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  substitute  motion,  and  it  was  carried — yeas  11, 
nays  1,  Alderman  Peters  voting  nay. 

The  remainder  of  the  majority  report  was  read, 
and  then  Alderman  Power  read  the  repart  ofl'ered 
by  him,  as  follows : 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  dissent  from  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  said  board  as  to  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
the  Austin  farm,  and  beg  leave  to  state  briefly 
their  reasons  iherefor. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  providing  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  poor  is  fully  admitted  by 
the  majority,  and  the  undersigned  have  no  need 
to  present  anything  further  upon  that  point.  The 
only  (juestion  is  as  to  the  character  of  the  accom- 
modations to  be  furnished. 

After  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  commit 
the  city  to  the  construction  of  a  large  and  costly 
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almshouse  on  Deer  Island,  the  majority  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  have  suildenly  dis- 
covered that  no  new  structure  is  necessary, 
and  that  it  would  be  an  economical  arrangement 
to  organize  a  number  of  separate  institutions  for 
the  care  of  the  poor  in  different  sections  of  the 
city.  The  motive  for  this  change  of  policy  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  City  Council  has  de- 
termined not  to  provide  permanent  accommoda- 
tions for  the  poor  in  connection  with  the  penal 
and  reformatory  institutions,  or  in  any  locality 
dlflScult  of  access  for  the  friends  of  the  inmates. 

If  the  City  Council  of  last  year  or  of  tliis  year 
had  authorized  the  erection  o'f  a  building  on  Deer 
Island  in  accordance  with  plans  submitted  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  1870,  and  estimated  to  cost 
over  three  liuncifed  thousand  dollars,  nothing: 
would  have  been  heard  from  the  majority  about 
the  economy  of  providing  for  the  poor  in  several 
different  localities.  The  real  objection  to  the  Aus- 
tin farm  is  that  it  is  not  located  on  Deer  Island. 
In  stating  the  rules  which  should  govern  the  selec- 
tion of  a  location,  the  majority  have  ingeniously 
endeavored  to  make  it  impossible  to  select  any 
place  on  the  mainland.  Some  of  the  objections, 
they  say,  which  have  been  urged  against  the  Aus- 
tin fania  apply  with  equal  force  to  any  inland  , 
site  that  is  not  easily  accessible  by'  railroad. 
They  want  a  place  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  business  portion  of  the  city,  which  is 
not  only  isolated  at  present  but  likely  to  remain 
so,  and  at  the  same  time  on  the  line  of  a  railroad. 
The  only  place  that  would  answer  such  a  descrip- 
xvould  be  a  bog  or  marsh,  with  a  rail'-oad  running 
throuah  it.  The  Austin  farm  is  altogether  too  at- 
tracfive  a  spot  for  such  a  gloomv  structure  as  the 
majority  purpose  to  erect  for  the  wretches  wlio 
iincl  their  way  into  our  almshonse.  "More  than  a 
third,"  they  say,  '-of  the  adult  inmates  of  the  alms- 
house, have  been  sentenced  inmates  of  the  House  of 
Industry  for  intemperance  or  vagrancy,  and  who 
now  alternate  between  the  penal  and  charitable 
institutions."  That  being  the  case,  they  propose 
to  treat  all  paupers  as  though  there  was  very  little 
to  choo  e  between  a  jjauper  and  a  crtminal. 

If  there  is  any  one  question  conceriiiiig  the 
management  of  our  public  institutions  Vv^bich 
would  appear  by  the  votes  of  the  City  Council, 
and  the  expressed  will  of  the  people,  to  be  ttnpUy 
and  forever  settled,  it  is  that  permanent  accom- 
modations for  the  poor  of  this  city  should  be  fur- 
nished in  a  decent  locality  on  the  mainland. 
■Wlien  the  project  of  the  Directors  for  the  location 
of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island  was  about 
to  be  carried  out,  the  largest  taxpayers  in  the  city 
and  the  most  liberal  contributors  to  the  societies 
for  tne  relief  of  those  whom  the  majority  desig- 
nate as  "worthy  and  deserving  objects  of  charity," 
united  in  remonstrating  against  tlie  proposed  ac- 
tion, "believing,"  as  they  stated,  "that  such  an 
establishment  should  be  so  placed  as  to  avoid  any 
association  with  penal  institutions,  and  to  preserve 
for  its  inmates  as  far  as  its  due  regulation  will  per- 
mit, reasonable  opportunities  for  intercourse  with 
their  friends."  These  are  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  who  do  the  most  towards  supporting  both 
the  public  ana  the  private  charities. 

In  his  inaugural  address  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment of  1873,  Mayor  Pierce  said — 

"The  proposition  to  provide  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  apart  from  the  penal  and  reformatory  estab- 
lishments meets  ray  hearty  approval.  Paupers 
and  criminals  sliould  not  be  brought  together 
under  the  same  roof,  or  on  the  same  plot  of 
ground,  or  placed  in  such  relations  to  each  other 
that  by  any  possibility  they  can  be  cla=:sed  togeth- 
er. The  present  system  is  discreditable,  and 
should  not  be  tolerated  beyond  the  time  abso- 
lutely required  to  make  different  provisions." 

Jlayor  Cobb  in  his  inaugural  address  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  municipal  year,  said — 

"A  site  for  a  new  almshouse  having  been 
purchased  by  the  last  City  Council,  I  trust  there 
will  he  no  delay  in  proceeding  to  erect  suitable 
buildings.  That  the  unfortunate  poor  of  our  city 
should  be  provided  with  a  fitting  refuge  without 
being  subjected  to  the  presence 'and  contaminat- 
ing influences  of  the  vicious  and  degraded  has 
been  settled  practically  by  the  votes  of  previous 
councils  and  by  public'opinion." 

The  real  reason  for  opposing  the  location  on  the 
Austin  farm  has  been  already  stated.  The  osten- 
sible reasons  given  by  the  majority  are  briefly 
these :  That  the  available  space  is  too  small  for  the 
erection  of  the  buildings ;  that  the  place  is  inac- 
cessible ;  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  confine  the 
inmates ;  tbat  the  situation  is  such  as  to  require 
the  orection  of  aii  expensive  strticture. 


With  one  exception,  these  objections  are  simply 
a  repetition  of  those  offered  by  some  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Institutions  of  last  year.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  Board  of  Directors  are  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  <liscovering  that  the  available  space  is  too 
small.  The  estate  contains  fifty  acres,  of  which 
all  but  twelve  are  upland.  If  thirty-eight  acres 
do  not  furnish  sufficient  available  space  for  a 
single  institution  what  becomes  of  the  proposition 
to  locale  upon  Deer  Island? 

Upon  the  question  of  accessibility,  the  commit- 
tee of  last  year  stated  that  "good  facilities  are  af- 
forded for  transportion  by  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad.  All  the  materials  required  for  erecting 
new  buildings  can  be  shipped  from  the  east,  or 
from  Qtuncy,  delivered  at  the  dock  and  easily 
transported  by  cars  to  the  ground."  As  Roxbury 
stone  is  to  be  used  for  the  foundation  it  can  be  de- 
livered on  the  ground  at  less  cost  than  it  could  be 
in  any  other  locality. 

The  difficulty  of  confini'ng  the  inmates  is  no 
greater;  of  course,  at  the  Austin  farm  than  at  any 
other  place  on  the  mainland. 

The  statement  that  it  would  be  necessary 
on  account  of  the  character  of  the  neighbor- 
hood to  erect  an  expensive  building  on  this  site 
has  no  force  whatever.  There  is  not  a  particle  of 
reason  for  erecting  a  move  elaborate  building  on 
the  Austin  farm  than  on  Deer  Island.  A  building 
on  the  island  would  be  subject  to  general  obser- 
vation to  a  much  greater  extent  than  on  the  farm. 
If  members  of  the  Government  will  look  at  the 
matter  exactly  as  it  is,  they  cannot  help  seeing 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  another  place, 
for  any  reasonable  price,  so  near  the  centre  of 
the  city,  possessing  equal  advantages  with  the 
Austin  farm  for  an  institution  of  the  kind  pro- 
posed to  be  located  there. 

Instead  of  depressing  the  value  of  real  estate  In 
the  vicinity,  it  will  be  more  likely  to  have  a  con- 
trary effect.  A  Home  for  the 'Poor  is  not  and 
ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  obnoxious  institu- 
tion, notwithstantiina;  the  low  opinion  which  the 
majoiity  entertain  of  the  inmates. 

In  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  the  majority,  that, 
in  view  of  the  large  expenditures  incurred  by  the 
city  in  consequence  of  the  fire  of  two  years  ago,  it 
may  not  be  necessary  to  proceeti  at  once  to  the 
erection  of  a  new  buiidiiig,the  undersigned  would 
state  that,  if  the  representations  of  the  directors 
during  the  past  six  years  as  to  the  necessity  of 
providing  permanent  additional  accommodations 
for  the  poor  were  well  founded,  the  work  should 
be  carried  forward  without  delay.  Whatever  is 
essential  to  be  done  the  city  can  as  well  afford  to 
do  today  as  it  could  in  1870. 

Mayor  Cobb,  in  his  address  from  which  we  have 
already  quoted,  points  out  the  way  in  which  the 
means  for  erecting  the  iiroposed  building  can  be 
provided  without  adding  to  the  burdens  of  the 
taxpayers — namely,  by  using  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  for  a  new  almshouse  a* 
Deer  Island,  amounting  to  $150,000,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  appropriation  for  a  new  lunatic  hospital 
made  in  1867,  amounting  to  $103,000.  If  that  is 
not  sufficient  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the 
old  almshouse  estate  in  Roxbury  wiU  more  than 
cover  the  deficiency. 

There  are  other  things  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  this  question  of  providing  for  the 
poor.  In  their  report  at  the  close  of  last  year  the 
•  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  said  that  al- 
though they  "had  not  recommended  to  the  City 
Council  any  definite  action  upon  the  suggestions 
of  the  Mayor  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  House 
of  Correction  from  South  Boston  and  the  removal 
of  the  House  of  Reformation  for  Juvenile  Offend- 
ers from  Deer  I-land,  they  had  prepared  the  way 
for  definite  action  during  the  ensuing  year  by  the 
selection  of  a  new  location  for  the  Home  for  the 
Poor.  The  removal  of  the  paupers  from  Deer 
Island  to  an  establishment  on  the  mainland  was 
preliminary  to  changes  in  the  other  institutions, 
which  would  follow  naturally  and  in  the  order  of 
their  necessities."  If  contracts  are  made  this 
year  for  the  new  almsliouse,  It  will  not  be  ready 
for  occupancy  until  the  latter  part  of  1876;  and  by 
that  time  the  temporary  accommodations  sug- 
gested by  the  majority  will,  in  view  of  the  recent 
modifications  in  the  settlement  lavvs  increasing 
the  number  of  persons  entitled  to  relief,  be  entire- 
ly inadequate.  The  rapid  occupation  of  the  South 
Boston  flats  for  business  purposes  necessitates 
prompt'action  in  securing  another  location  for  the 
House  of  Correction,  so  as  to  libeiate  the  exten- 
sive tract  of  land  and  flats  connected  with  that 
institution. 

In  a  report  to  the    City    Council    ili  1872,  recom- 
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mending  the  removal  of  the  House  of  Correction 
from  South  Boston,  it  was  estimated  that  the 
total  value  of  the  city  property  at  that  place  after 
the  removal  would  lie  .'$950,090;  and  that  the  value 
of  the  '.property  would  be  increased  S5C4,4''i9, 
by  transferriiifi'  the  institutions  to  another 
locality.  Provision  is  now  being  made  by 
the  State  for  the  care  of  the  insane  jioo' 
belon<>:iiif;  in  this  city;  and  a  wise  economy  would 
suggest  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  carrying  out 
the  plan  by  which  a  larfje  amount  of  i)roi)erty  val- 
uabl"  for  business  purposes  will  be  brought  into 
the  market,  and  our  jjublic  institutions  placed 
upon  a  respectable  and  permai  ent  fouijdation. 

Jajies  Power, 
Benjamin  Dean. 
Oct.  24,  1874. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  reports 
should  have  the  signatures  of  the  directors  indi- 
vidually, and  he  renewed  the  motion  previously 
offered  by  Alderman  Peters,  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions etc. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  that  perhaps  some  of 
the  directors  might  not  agree  with  either  report, 
and  therefore  could  not  sign  then. 

Alderman  Worthington  did  not  expect  any  di- 
rector to  sign  either  report  if  he  did  not  agree  with 
it. 

Alderman  Cutter  thouRht  such  a  recommittal 
would  be  discourteous.  They  did  not  really  know 
which  was  the  minority  or  the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Worthington  would  be  the  last  man 
in  the  Board  to  do  anything  discourteous  Co  the  di- 
rectors. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  the  motion  should 
have  been  adopted  in  the  first  )ilace,  but  that  it 
did  not  make  much  difference  now. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  it  fair  to  presume 
that  the  minority  had  got  all  the  signatures  they 
could. 

Alderman  Power  stated  emphatically  that 
although  the  minority  report  might  contain  all 
the  signatures  that  can  be  got  upon  it,  he  could 
say  tliat  there  are  three  director",  who  said  they 
could  not  sign  the  President's  report;  but  there 
are  two  more  names  which  he  thought  he  could 
get. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  if  Alderman  Power 
meant  that  he  thought  five  more  would  sign  it 
besides  the  two  who  have  already  signed,  and  the 
latter  replied  that  he  did  not. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  City  Council 
would  be  governed  more  by  the  arguments 
brought  forth  than  by  the  signatures  appended  to 
the  reports. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  to  recommit  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Emery,  Peters,  Power,  Worth- 
ington— 4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 8. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  reports 
were  ordered  printed  and  sent  down. 

WALCOTT'S  HOTEL    AT  CITY  POINT. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  as- 
signment for  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock,  viz., 
reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tions of  G.  H.  Walcott  for  innholder's  and  billiard 
licenses  at  City  Point ;  the  question  being  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  reports. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M. 

Lost,  on  a  division  and  oall  for  the  yeas  and 
nays — veas  6,  nays  C: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters,  Stebbins — 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris, Power, 
Prescott,  Worthington — 6. 

Aldermen  Cutter  moved  that  the  subject  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Ijicenses.    Lost. 

Alderman  Peters  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
acceptance  of  the  report.  He  noticed  that  at  the 
last  meeting  it  had  bejn  stated  that  he  was  known 
to  be  in  favor  of  granting  the  license  ;  whereas  no 
one  knew  how  he  should  vote  on  the  question.  It 
was  also  said  that  this  was  a  fight  of  the  rich 
against  the  poor;  he  took  no  such  ground ;  the 
rich  have  rights  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  right 
to  have  their  property  protected.  The  com- 
mittee had  licensed  five  peisons  I  etween  P  street 
and  the  water,  and  this  place,  to  which  they  had 
refused  a  license,  was  the  only  one  there  where  he 
thought  any  Alderman  here  would  be  willing  to  go 
and  take  his  wife.  The  appearance  of  Mr.  Wal- 
cott before  the  Board  was  greatly  in  his  favor,  he 
being  wUliug  to  submit  to  cross-examination, 
whUe  the  remonstrants  would  not. 


Alderman  Cutter  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  ordered— yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Stebbins — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott,"Worthington— .). 

The  question  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  applica- 
tion for  a  billiard  license  was  taken  by  yea.*:  and 
nays,  at  the  call  of  Alderman  Emery,  "and  the 
Board  refused  to  accept  the  report  —  yeas  6, 
nays  6 : 

"teas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Pe- 
ters, Prescot;,  Worthington— 6. 

Navs— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Power,  Stebbin.s— 6. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  a  license  be 
granted  to  George  H.  Walcott  to  keep  a  billiard 
saloon  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  aid  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  k  st— yeas  5,  nays  7 : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,"  Cutter,  Hall, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Piescott.  Worthington— 7.* 

When  the  name  of  Aldeiman  Power  was  called 
he  rose  and  said  he  should  vote  nay,  and  intended 
to  vote  yea  on  the  question  of  accepting  the  re- 
port, but  made  a  mistake  in  t?:.e  question. 

The  question  then  recuired  on  acceiiting  the 
report  reoommending  leave  to  withdraw,  on  the 
application  of  George  H;  Walcott,  for  an  innhold- 
ers'  license  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  should  vote  against 
granting  this  license.  This  man's  record,  as 
given  by  the  police,  appears  to  b^  a  very  bad  one. 
He  has  been  in  court  several  times,  pleaded  guilty, 
and  was  convicted  of  violating  the  law;  he  has 
been  complained  of  under  several  aliases,  such  as 
Harry  Walcott,  George  Walcott  and  Henry  V.'al- 
cott,"andhe  had  admitted  tiiat  he  was  the  same 
person  in  each  case.  The  committee  refused  to 
grant  him  a  license  on  Harrison  avenue,  and  this 
Board  accepted  that  report.  This  man  had  kept 
or  allowed  to  be  kept  on  his  premises  on  Harrison 
avenue  a  notorious  gambling  house.  When  he  went 
to  City  Point  he  was  w  arned  bj-  the  people  there 
that  he  would  be  opposed,  and  if  the  Alderman 
understood  the  case  rightly,  the  taxpayers  and 
property  owners  there  almost  unanimously  pro- 
tested against  this  Board  granting  him  a  license 
as  innholder.  If  we  should  grant  George  H.  or 
Harry  Walcott  a  license  as  innholder  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  who  can  we  refuse?  The  Alderman  con- 
cluded by  saying  he  should  vote  to  sustain  the  re- 
port ot  the  committee. 

Alderman  Hall  said  in  re))ly  to  Alderman  Pres- 
cott that  he  did  not  know  of  anybody  who  has  sold 
liquor  in  this  city  during  the  last  few  years  who 
has  not  been  in  court,  and  many  had  been  there 
under  various  names.  He  did  not  believe  it  could 
be  proved  that  George  H.  Walcott  kept  a  notori- 
ous gambling  place.  The  petitioner's  appearance 
before  the  Board  showed  him  to  be  honorable, 
and  he  fully  disproved  the  statement  of  his  eiie- 
emies  that  he  had  not  any  well-furnished  rooms 
in  his  house.  Why  make  this  distinction  against 
one  liquor  dealer  and  in  favor  of  others?  He 
could  not  sustain  a  man  with  his  voice  and  vote 
against  him.  If  any  man  at  City  Point  should 
have  a  license  this  man  should. 

Alderman  Peters  did  not  see  why  the  Board 
should  try  to  keep  a  man  down  when  he  was  try- 
ing to  rise.  The  strongest  evidence  in  Mr.  Wal- 
cott's  favor  was  the  fact  that  Mr.  Faxon,  who 
lives  beside  the  hotf  1,  did  not  know  it  was  open 
until  he  was  told  so  at  the  hearing  befo.e  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  accepted 
— yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  AVorthington- 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters,  Stebbins 
—4. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
this  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table.  Lost — yeas  4,  nays  8  (the  members  vot- 
ing in  the  same  re'lative  position  as  before). 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  lost. 

NAUTICAL  SCHOOL. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
51/2  o'clock,  viz.,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  on  the  subject  of  a  "Nautical 
School"  (City  Doc.  No.  82),  which  had  been  refer- 
red to  the  Mayor  by  the  Common  Council,  with 
the  request  that  he  confer  with  the  Governor  upon 
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the  subject  of  the  expediency  of  establishing  such 
a  school. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Cutter. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Jesse  Holbrook  for  a  sewer  in  Woodbine  street. 
Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders  of 
notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next  on  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  sewers  as  follows :  In  Ninth 
street,  between  I  and  K  streets ;  in  Emerson 
street,  between  Xbird  and  Dorchester  streets. 
The  orders  were  passed. 

Orders  directiug  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows :  In  Russell  coiirt, 
Roxbury;  in  Walnut  street,  Dorchester,  SOO  f eet 
southerly  from  Ericsson  street.  Severally  read 
once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— W.  E.  Claytur,  86 
Court  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — F.  A.  Harmon,  to 
give  magical  entertainments  at  Jonn  A.  Andrew 
Hall,  Nov.  11;  H.  Davis,  Jr.,  to  exhibit  a  pano- 
rama at  Dorchester,  Oct.  27,  and  at  West  Roxbury 
Oct.  29. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — Jlorris 
Simpson,  121  Dover  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  Murray,  two 
stands  on  Border  street;  Granville  Hicks  et  al. 
(transfers). 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Dominico  Leverono, 
117  North  street;  Domenico  Ripetti,  123  North 
street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — John  M.  Davis,  Devon- 
shire street ;  John  F.  Harvey,  corner  Kilby  and 
Water  streets. 

Pawnbrokers  and  Dealers  in  Second-hand  Arti- 
cles Licensed — Haims  &  jTishler,  156  Cambridge 
street. 

Intelligence  OflSces  Licensed— C.  R.  Clirg,  27 
Fruit  street;  C.  J.  Lynch,  Glover's  Corner. 

Pawnbrokers  Licensed— Alexander  Builegan,  144 
Essex  street;  Jaccb  Hammelburg,  116  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — John  Lyons,  145 
Pleasant  street ;  Michael  Peterson,  95  Richmond 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Barnes,  Gill  & 
Co.,  United  States  Hotel. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— E.  A.  Wilbur, 
1372  Tremont  street;  James  B.  Littiefleld,  23  Bart- 
lett  street,  Roxbury;  Elizabeth  Swee*-man,  804 
Washington  street;  A.  Hetherston,  1738  Washing- 
ton street;  W.  M.  Piper,  131  and  133  Main  street; 
George  L.  Howland  &  Co.,  662  Washington  street; 
John  J.  Barry,  67  Eastern  avenue;  Wright  & 
Kane,  86  Hanover  street;  Rosella  Hoffman,  4^^ 
Bennet  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

STABLSS  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports 
as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  Robert  H. 
Waters,  East  Concord  street;  F.  B.  Beaumont, 
Alveston  street;  Joseph  B.  Sanford,  Highland 
street;  R.  J.  Monks,  C  street,  corner  of  Second; 
George  Russell,  Kemp  street;  William  F.  Shedd  & 
Co.,  Mo^ely  avenue.  Ward  16;  T.W.Howe,  rear 
of  Reed  street;  T.  W.  Hcwe,  Reed  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  extension  of  time 
in  which  to  build  a  stable  on  Laurel  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  ol  David  C.  HaU  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
brick  stable  for  forty  horses  on  156  and  160  Merri- 
mac  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  required  on  petitions 
of  S.  &  A.  R.  Whittier,  Christian  Rothfushs  and 
Bernard  and  W.  M.  CunnifEe  for  leave  to  main- 
tain cellars  below  grade  12.    Severally  accepted. 

ORDER  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  order  to 
pay  «308.10  to  the  heirs  of  Samuel  M.  Weld,  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages  caused  by  the  widen- 
ing of  Magazine  street.  Read  twice,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Harris,  and  passed. 


PAY  FOR  A  CONSTABLE. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  M. 
P.  Berry,  constable,  the  sum  of  $73.15,  for  services 
and  expenses  while  in  attendance  upon  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  Southern  District,  the 
same  having  been  certified  as  correct  by  the  jus- 
tice of  said  court. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
secona  reading. 

In  reply  to  a  call  for  some  explanation  by  AUler- 
man  Brooks,  Alderman  Harris  said  it  was  fo*-  ser- 
vices rendered  by  a  constable,  which  the  judge  of 
the  court  has  authority  to  order,  and  the  Board 
has  no  alternative  but  to  pay  it. 

To  a  question  by  Alderman  Cutter,  Alderman 
Harris  said  the  bill 'was  approved  by  the  justice 
and  was  for  special  services. 

Alderman  Brooks  desired  that  the  order  should 
lie  over,  and  AldeiTnan  Harris  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion for  a  tecond  reading. 

REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATIONS    FOR 
ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Armories  and 
Military  Affairs  beg  leave  to  represent  that  an 
additiiuial  appropriation  of  $5000  will  be  required 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  department 
duiiug  the  remainder  of  the  present  financial 
year.  The  expenditures  to  October  Ist  (including 
the  October  draft)  amounted  to  $13,766.01.  The 
items  are  as  follows:  Rents  of  armories,  $8975.41; 
allowances  for  rents  of  headquarters,  $1537.50 ; 
repairs  of  armories,  $2613.85;  gas,  $375.00;  water 
rates  armory  building.  East  Boston,  $24.50;  com- 
mittee—refreshments,  $203.75;  carriage  hire, 
$36.00— $239.75.  The  bills  now  in  the  Auditor's 
ofiice,  on  account  ol  repair;,  etc.,  amount  to 
$162.62.  Orders  have  been  passed  bv  the  City 
Council,  authorizing  expenditures  for  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  armories  to  the  amount 
of  $2241.53.  By  adding  this  amount,  and 
the  amount  of"  the  above-nameo  bills,  to  the 
payments  made  up  to  Oct.  1,  it  gives  a  total  of 
$16,170.16.  Deducting  this  from  the  appropriation 
made  for  the  financial  year  ($25,000),  and  a  bal- 
ance of  $8829.84  is  left.  On  the  basis  of  the  pres- 
ent allowances  for  rents  of  armories  and  head- 
quarters there  will  be  required,  on  that  account, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  the  sum  of  $10,680; 
for  gas,  $375;  total,  $11,055.  To  meet  this  there  is 
the  balance  of  the  appropriation  (.after  paying  all 
expenditures  auihorized  by  the  City  Council), 
amounting  to  $8829.84 ;  making  the  amount  to  be 
provided  lor,  $2225.16.  It  is  estimated  that  an  ad- 
ditional sum  of  $2774.84  will  be  reciuired  to  cover 
further  allowances  for  rent  and  the  necessary  re- 
jjairs,  etc.,  during  the  remaining  six  month's  of 
the  financial  year.  It  should  be  understood  that 
the  appropriation  made  for  the  present  year  was 
the  same  as  the  appropriation  for  the  year  previ- 
ous; and  that,  by  the  annexation  of  West  Rox- 
bury ana  Charlestown,  the  city  has  been  obliged 
to  jirovide  seven  additional  armories — five  for  iu- 
f  an  try,  one  tor  cavalry  ard  one  for  headquarters. 
The  expenditures,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
armories  furnished,  will  not  be  so  large  this  year 
as  they  were  for  the  year  ending  on  the  first  day 
of  May  last.  Respectfully  submitted. 
For  the  committee, 

Roland  Worthington,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  sent  down. 

common  and  public  grounds. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  report 
on  petition  of  George  C.  Wright  for  removal  of 
certain  trees  from  the  sidewalk  on  Eden  street, 
Charlestown,  recommending  that  the  petitior.er 
be  permitted  to  remove  the  trees  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  orders  as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  $203.50  in  the  improvement  of  the 
public  grounds  at  the  coiner  of  Eagle,  Trenton 
and  Prescott  streets.  East  Boston;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  ajipropiiationfor  the  Common,  etc. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  $112.50  for  the  purchase  of   loam ; 
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said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Cominon,  etc. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
l'uV)l)c  (irounds  hv  autliorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceediuK  .1*800  in  repairinj;  fences  in  and 
around  the  public  !j;rounds  ;  said  sum  to  beicharged 
to  li.e  ai)i)ropriati()n  for  Common,  etc. 

Severally  read  once. 

BAITING  HORSES  IN    THE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  AJdermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  H.  Whiton 
et  a/.,  teamsters,  for  a  modification  of  the  regula- 
tions forbiddint;  the  feeding  of  horses  in  the  pub- 
lic streets,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  for  the  regulation  of  carriages  and 
vehicles  used  either  wholly  or  in  part  within  the 
city  of  Boston  be  and  they  hereby  are  amended 
by  striking  one  the  fortieth  section  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following,  viz. : 

"Section  40.  No  owner  or  driver  of  any  hackney 
carriage,  truck  wagon,  dray,  cart,  >leigh,  sled,  or 
any  other  vehicle  whatsoever,  with  horses  or  any 
other  beasts  harnessed  thereto,  shall,  unless  occu- 
pying a  stand  by  license  from  the  J5oai'd  of  Al- 
dermen, bait  or  feed  any  such  beasts  in  any  street, 
lane,  square  or  alley  of  the  city,  under  a  penalty 
of  not  les^  than  two  dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty 
dollars  for  each  offence.  And  no  owner  or  driver 
of  any  vehicle  having  a  license  to  occupy  a  stand 
in  any  street,  lane,  square  or  alley  of  the  city, 
shall  bait  or  feed  his  horse  or  horses  or  other 
beasts  in  any  street,  lane,  square  or  alley  of  the 
city,  except  in  such  place  as  shall  be  des- 
ignated by  the  Superintendent  of  Hacks,  or 
the  Superintendent  of  Ti  ucks  and  Wagons,  and 
upon  the  conditions  that  the  horse  or  horses  or 
other  beasts  shall  be  under  the  caie  of  some  suit- 
able person  while  being  baited  or  fed,  and  shall  be 
properly  secured  to  prevent  thein  from  getting 
beyond  the  coutrol  of  the  persons  having  charge 
of  thein.  Any  violation  of  the  foregoing  condi- 
tions shall  be  V  ufflcient  cause  for  the  revocation  of 
a  license.  All  vehicles  without  horses  harnessed 
thereto  must  be  removed  from  the  streets  during 
the  night  and  on  Sundays,  otherwise  they  will  be 
removed  by  the  city  "at  the  expense  of  the 
owners." 

Read  once. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  re])orts  and  orders  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  locations  here- 
tofoie  gi anted  by  this  Board  to  the  Cambridge 
Railroad  Company,  to  lay  down  tracks  in  several 
of  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company 
shall  have  the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional 
track  on  Leverett  street,  between  Charles  street 
and  Cragie's  Bridge,  so  called,  upon  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  track, 
the  precise  location  of  the  same,  the  form  of  rail 
to  be  used  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  track,  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion ai;d  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them ;  also  upon  condition 
that  the  Cambridge  Railioad  Company  shall  ac- 
cept this  order  of  location,  and  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  herein  contained,  and 
file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  or  the  date  of  its  p'^.ssage ; 
other wicie  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Isaac  I'ratt,  Jr.,  for  plank  walk  on 
Brighton  avenue,  and  George  W.  Nickerson  for 
leave  to  construct  a  cellar  stairway  from  sidewalk 
on  Dorchester  avenue  at  Linden  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Nathan  Bishop  ct  al.  that  Harvard 
place  be  repaved;  Alfred  H.Hinds  et  al.,  for 
.sidewalk  on  Delle  avenue;  William  Pratt  ct  al., 
that  Hereford  street  be  macadamized— forSthe  rea- 
son that  the  ways  nameci  are  net  public  streets. 
Severally  accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows  :  Ja- 
cob Knapp,  .§150,  318  and  320  Ruggles  street;  Lucy 
A.  Bailey,  .$140,  corner  Cottage  and  Franklia 
streets.  Severally  read  twice  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Cutter  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Bennington 
street,  between    Nos.  78  and  82  inclusive,  ami    to 


report  to  this  Board  a  schedale  of  the  cost 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  and  place  leading  from 
Harvard  street,  Ward  10,  upon  land  of  the  Boston 
Cooperative  Building  Company,  be  respectively 
called  and  known  as  Waterloo  street  and  Sydney 
place. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Charles  .'•  treet,  Ward  16,  as  re- 
cently laid  out  by  the  15oard  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  said 
street.    Estimated  cost  ■■j^lOOO. 

Severally  read  once. 

CELLARS  BELOW  GRADE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  following-named  persons  be 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  resi^ective  houses  so 
that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided 
in  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  approved 
December  24,  1872;  ?nd  in  default  of  such  altera- 
tion by  either  of  said  parties  within  ten  days  after 
the  service  of  this  order,  as  provided  by  the  third 
section  of  chapter  377,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872, 
procee(hngs  will  be  commenced  against  him  or 
her  according  to  law : 

Charles  W.  Freeland,  two  houses  on  northerly 
side  of  Newbury  street,  between  Berkeley  and 
Clarendon  streets,  west  of  and  adjoining  No.  73 
Newbury  street. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  J.  Thomas,  one  house  on  southerly 
side  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Berkeley 
and  Clarendon  streets,  west  of  and  adjoining  No. 
84  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Charles  J.  I'nderwood,  one  house  on  northerly 
side  of  Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and 
Dartmouth  streets,  fifth  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Stevens  G.  Palmer,  one  house  on  northerly  side 
of  Newbury  street,  between  CUrendon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  fourth  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Nathan  Morse,  one  house  on  northerly  side  of 
Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  third  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Fred.  H.  Moore,  one  house  on  northerly  side  of 
Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  second  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

George  F.  Bemis,  one  house  en  northerly  side  of 
Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  first  house  easteiiv  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

John  A.  Burnham,  Jr.,  one  house  on  northeily 
side  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Berkeley 
and  Clarendon  streets,  second  house  easterly  from 
Clarendon  street. 

Emily  F.  Lawrence,  one  house  on  northerly  side 
of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Berkeley  and 
Clarendon  streets,  first  house  easterly  from  Clar- 
endon street. 

Jonas  G.  Smith,  one  house  numbered  20  Gray 
street. 

J.  M.  Crafts,  one  house  numbered  59  Marlbor- 
ough street. 

Francis  E.  Bacon,  one  house  numbered  276  Bea- 
con street. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  order  declared 
passed. 

Alderiuan  Cutter  doubted  the  vote,  and  said  it 
was  an  injury  to  individuals  and  did  no  good  ex- 
cept to  cause  a  compliance  with  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law;  no  nuisances  are  caused  by  these  houses 
and  there  is  no  reason  that  their  occupants  slould 
be  put  to  this  cost  except  that  the  law  requires  it. 
Yet  the  Alderman  proposes  to  have  his  pound  of 
flesh  and  have  them  do  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  this  is  the  same  or- 
der jiassed  six  weeks  ago,  but  it  was  not  definite 
enough  then.  He  did  not  propose  to  take  a  pound 
of  flesh.  The  law  requires  them  to  build  upon 
grade  12,  yet  some  have  built  five  or  sis  feet 
below  that,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  law  and  the 
vote  of  the  Boaid.  The  question  is  whether  the 
Aldermen  shall  obey  the  law  and  carry  it  out;  he 
proposed  to  do  so.  That  is  all  the  Committee  on 
Health  lequire,  and  he  believed  the  Board  would 
sustain  them. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  there  was  any  nui- 
sance there. 

Alderman  Worthington  reyilied  that  there  was 
no  more  than  there  was  in  the  cellars  on  Dover 
street  before  they  first  raised  tliat  territory,  or 
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after  it  had  been  clone  and  it  was  found  that  they 
required  to  be  filled  up  more. 

Alderman  Peters  said  this  was  under  a  statute 
law,  which  says  that  the  Board  of  Alaermeu 
"shall"  compel  persons  to  raise  their  houses  to 
grade  12. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  same  committee 
had  not  reported  that  no  action  is  necessary  in 
cases  of  cellars  below  grade. 

Alderman  Woithington  said  those  were  cases 
where  cellars  were  constructed  before  the  law  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Hall,  hoped  the  order  would  lie  over; 
he  believed  some  of  the  cellars  were  for  storage 
purposes. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  these  were  all 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  law  is  positive.  Every 
man  who  built  tnere  had  the  notice  of  the  law  on 
his  permit,  and  could  not  take  one  without  seeing 
tne  other.  Last  year  a  similar  order  was  passed, 
but  they  went  on  building  below  grade  all  the 
same.  Some  had  even  dug  out  the  gravel  and 
sold  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  the  committee  seemed 
to  make  it  a  point  to  pursue  property  owners  on 
the  Back  Bay  lands,  where  men  pay  heavy  taxes, 
and  who  have  to  destroy  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  property  where  there  is  no  nuisance. 

Alderman  Worthington  disclaimed  any  intention 
of  prosecuting  Back  Bay  land  owners  or  any 
others. 

Alderman  Peters  likened  the  discussion  to  the 
action  of  a  militia  company  in  West  Roxbury 
twenty-flve  years  ago;  they  received  an  impera- 
tive order  and  held  a  meeting  to  vote  whether 
they  should  obey  it  or  not. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  rejjorts  previously 
alluded  to  were  on  cellais  for  strictly  storage  pur- 
poses^, and  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  report  leave 
be  granted  instead  of  no  action  necessary,  if  they 
had  seen  fit. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  10,  nays  2 — Alder- 
men Cutter  and  Clark  voting  nay. 

OFFICERS  FOK  THE  POLICE  BOAT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  thelMayor  be  request- 
ed to  nominate  for  confirmation  by  tnis  Board 
officers  for  duty  on  board  the  police  steamboat,  as 
follows :  One  chief  officer  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant of  police ;  one  mate  with  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant of  police ;  one  engineman  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  of  police;  one  fireman  with  the  rank 
of  patrolman ;  two  deck  hands  with  the  rank  of 
patrolman. 

Read  twice  and  pas,-ed. 

Later  in  the  session  a  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Mayor  makirig  the  following 
nominations  of  police  officers  for  duty  on  said 
boat: 

Chief  Officer— George  T.  Gould. 

Engineer — Stephen  Hentou. 

Fireman— C.  C.  Millar. 

Deck  Hands— Caleb  U.  Atkins,  James  M.  EUis. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Dorchester-avenue  Bridge,  over 
the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  be  clo-ed 
against  the  passage  of  vehicles  from  the  27th  to 
31st  instant  inclusive,  while  necessary  repairs  on 
said  bridge  are  in  progress. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

Aldermen  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of 
Joshua  S.  Duncklee  and  other  constables,  which 
v\-ere  duly  cei  tified  bv  the  City  Treasurer,  and  on 
his  motion  they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATION    FOR    SCHOOLHOUSE 
SITE. 

Alderman  Prescott,  tor  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  offer,  d  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  iu  addition  to  che  appropriations 
heietofore  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  the 
corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  streets  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse,  the  Committtee  on  Public 
Instruction  be  authorized  to  expend  a  further 
sum,  not  exceeding  §500,  to  pay  for  land  in  excess 
of  the  estimated  amount  and*  for  taxes  assessed 
for  the  present  year  on  the  estates  purchased  for 
said  site ;  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Prescott  explained  that  by  the  survey 
made  by  the  City  Surveyor   there  appeared  to   be 


350  more  feet  of  land  than  had  been  estimated 
for;  the  original  order  was  passed  July  13th,  and 
the  owners  are  becoming  impatient  for  their 
money,  after  three  months  delay  caused  by  the 
preparation  of  the  papers  in  the  City  Solicitor's 
office — "Which  was  owing  to  a  heavy  pressure  of 
business  on  that  department,  and  not  to  any 
neglect.  The  Alderman  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  requiring  the  order  to  go  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  like  to  see  additional 
appropriations  asked  for;  there  must  have  been  a 
great  mistake  in  the  original  figuring. 

Alderman  Prescoct  did  not  like  to  call  for  addi- 
tional appropriations.  The  actual  additional 
amount  tor  land  is  about  $115,  and  the  balance  is 
to  paj'  the  taxes  on  the  estate. 

The  rule  vvas  suspended,  and  the  order  read 
twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

PROTECTION  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  connec- 
tions with  the  steam  pump  and  fire  pipe  iu  City 
Hall  building,  in  order  that  the  same  maybe  made 
available  in  case  of  fire,  at  an  expense  noi  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  dellars;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  tha  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  and 
passed. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gines were  received  from  A.  J.  Faxon  &  Co.,  20 
Beach  street,  and  L.  J.  &  G.  Tuttle,  on  AVashing- 
ton  square,  or.  which  orders  of  notice  were  passed 
for  hearings  on  November  16  next,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 

THE  CARE  OF  PASSAGEWAYS. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  votes  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  were  passed 
the  orders  to  pave  the  Concord  square  and  Rut- 
land square  passageways  with  wood 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  had  received  inform- 
Rtion  since  the  last  meeting  which  led  him  to 
believe  the  Committee  on  Paving  were  mistaken 
in  regard  to  the  right  of  the  city  to  pave  those 
passageways.  The  Alderman  read  the  following: 
City  Solicitor's  Office,        ) 

2    FEMBEKTON    [SQUARE,  BOSTON,  \ 
Oct.  24,  1874.      ) 

Sir — Having  considered  the  questions  you  pro- 
posed to  me  respecting  the  passageways  referred 
to  in  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  jiassed 
respectively  June  10, 1867,  and  Oct.  19, 1874, 1  reply 
to  them  as  follows : 

Question  1— Is  the  city  legally  held  to  keep  such 
passageways  in  order  ? 

Answer— It  is  not. 

Question  2 — If  a  nuisance  exists  in  such  passage- 
ways, is  it  the  duty  of  the  city  or  the  abutters  to 
abate  such  nuisances? 

Answer — The  abutters. 

Question  3— If  acidents  occur  in  such  passage- 
ways owing  to  a  defect,  who  is  liable  for  damage? 

Answer — rhese  passageways  not  being  public 
streets,  the  statute  liabilities'  in  regard  to  streets 
does  not  apply  to  them.  Ordinarily  damages 
would  not  be  recoveiable  against  any  i>arties  in 
such  a  case ;  but  if  damages  were  recoverable, 
they  would  be  only  from  parties  whose  duty  it 
was  to  remetly  the  defect. 

Question  •) — If  the  city  has,  up  to  the  present 
time,  taken  care  of  such  passageways,  is  the  city 
held  to  continue  such  care?  or  are  they  liable  for 
damages  resulting  from  a  defect? 

Answer. — Any  care  taken  of  the  passageways 
heretofore  by  the  city,  does  not  impose  an  obliga- 
tion upon  it  to  continue  tLat  care.  1  am  not  sure 
that  1  knov/ precisely  what  the  city  has  done  in 
the  passageways  in  question,  and  therefore  I  can- 
not answer  decidedly  whether  it  has  done  enough 
to  render  it  liable  to  damages  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  defect  in  either  of  them;  but,  as  I  un<lerstaiid 
the  facts,  no  such  liability  would  attach  to  the 
city.  If  there  is  doubt  in  this  respect  as  to  any  of 
the  passageways,  the  liability  may  be  avoided  by 
placing  proper  warning  at  their  entrances  in  the 
same  way  as  warning  is  now  given  in  various 
ways  for  travel,  for  which  it  disclaims  respon- 
sibilitj'.  Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Prescott. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  if  that  was  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Committee  on  Paving  he  should  move 
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that  the  orders  be  laid  on  the  table,  should  the  re- 
consideration prevail. 

Ahleruian  Hall  said  they  would  remember  that 
he  had  doubtcl  the  power  of  the  Board  to  pave 
these  passaffeways,  and  he  had  al-o  propounded 
certain  (juestions  to  the  City  Solicitor.  He  read 
the  following : 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pemberton  square, 
Boston,  Oct.  24, 1874. 

Sir — To  the  questions  you  propose  to  me  I  answer 
as  follows: 

Question  1 — Did  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
(len  of  June  10. 18C7,  placing  certain  passageways 
south  of  Dover  street  in  charge  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  constitute  a  legal  laying  out  of  sind 
passageways  as  public  ways  or  streets  of  the  city? 

Answer — It  <lia  not. 

Question  2— Dili  any  oblioation  exist  on  the  part 
of  the  city  to  take  care  of  said  passageways  as 
public  ways  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  order 
authorizing  the  Coniuiittee  on  Poving  to  take 
charge  of  them  ? 

Answer — There  was  no  such  obligation. 

Question  3 — If  no  prior  obligation  existed,  did 
the  passage  of  the  order  referred  to  impose  any 
obligations  upon  the  city  other  tli.tn  those  resting 
upon  it  in  regard  to  private  ways  in  other  sections 
of  the  city  ? 

Answer— It  did  not. 

Question  4— Is  the  order  of  June  10, 1867,  of  the 
nature  of  au  ordinance  conferriug  powers  upon 
the  committee  of  1867  and  their  successors  until 
repealed,  or  did  the  force  of  the  order  expire  with 
the  Board  which  passed  it?  Did  it  confer  any 
authority  or  impose  any  obligation  upon  any  com- 
mittee of  1874? 

Answer — In  my  opinion  the  order  was  inopera- 
tive after  the  municipal  year  in  which  it  was 
passed,  and  confers  no  authority  and  imposes  no 
obligation  upon  the  Committee  on  Paving  for  the 
current  year. 

Question  5 — Does  the  city  own  the  fee  of  the 
above  mentioned  passageways? 

Answer — I  think  the  fee  in  the  passageways  be- 
longs to  the  city.  The  abutters  have  the  rigbt'to 
use  them.  Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Aldermau  Hall. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Aldermau  Cutter  said  the  petitions  were  referred 
to  the  committee,  and  they  had  acted  upon  the 
best  information  they  possessed  and  had  reported 
what  they  deemed  the  best  way  to  take  care  of 
those  passageways.  He  was  thankful  to  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  9  for  relieving  the  committee  of 
future  labor  in  caring  for  the  passageways.  He 
believetl  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Lamps  had  also  forgotten  to  ascertain  what  was 
his  duty  before  lighting  up  those  passageways. 
He  moved  that  che  orders  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 


Alderman  Prescott  disclaimed  any  desire  to  re- 
flect on  the  committee ;  he  had  simply  consulted 
the  City  Solicitor;  had  the  opinion  been  favorable 
to  the  position  of  the  committee  he  would  have 
supported  the  order. 

Alderman  Hall  had  not  intended  to  say  any- 
thing, but  was  willing  to  meet  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6.  As  chairman  of  t".»e  Lamp  Department, 
he  had  placed  but  one  lamp  in  a  back  pas^sage way, 
which  was  at  the  request  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  whole  Board  are  the 
Surveyors  of  Highways,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
each  member  to  look  into  the  order  as  much  as  it 
was  the  committee's.  The  reason  for  pressing 
the  orders  was  that  it  might  save  time,  while  a 
motion  to  reconsider  within  twenty-four  hours 
could  stop  it  effectually  if  anything  was  wrong. 

Aldermau  Cutter  disclaimed  having  made  any 
request  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  asked  him  about  it  and  took  him  to  the  place, 
and  that  he  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  his  col- 
league on  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

The  orders  were  indefinitely  postponed.  ' 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board 
for  the  paving  of  the  passageway  between  Union 
park  and  Upton  street  be  rescinded. 

Alderman  Hall  suggested  that  this  is  a  vei-y 
wide  passageway,  and  would  undoubtedly  be 
accepted  as  a  public  street.  He  suggested  that 
the  crder  be  laid  on  the  table  till  the  street  could 
be  accepted. 

Alderman  Peters  said  an  order  to  pave  could  be 
passed  after  the  street  is  accepted.  They  are  now 
in  the  position  of  having  passed  an  order  to  do  a 
thing  which  the  City  Solicitor  says  they  have  no 
right  to  do. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  10  was  somewhat  interested  in  the  passage- 
way;  he  did  not  want  to  see  him  make  tisn  of  one 
and  flesh  or  the  other. 

Alderman  Hall  ?aid  his  stable  was  not  located 
near  it;  the  passageway  was  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, and  something  should  bCidone  to  it. 

Alderman  Power  believed  that  the  original  or- 
der should  be  rescinded;  it  would  not  avail  any- 
thing to  lay  this  ordei  on  the  table. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  place  proper  signs  at  the  entrances  of 
all  passageways  owned  but  not  accepted  by  the 
city,  indicating  that  they  are  private  ways. 

Alderman  Prescott  agreed  with  the  spirit  of  the 
order,  'out  thought  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  he  so  moved. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting,  at  714  o'clock  P.  M., 
£.  O.  Sliepard,  Presuleut,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Order  to  transfer  |;500  from  the  Reserved  Fund 
to  be  added  to  appropriation  for  scnoolhouse  site 
at  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King'  streets. 

Explaineil  by  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  rule  sus- 
pended and  order  read  twice  and  rejected  in  non- 
concurrence — yeas  48,  nays  1— two-thirds  of  the 
whole  Council  not  voting  therefor.  Mr.  West 
changed  his  vote  to  nay  previous  to  the  declaration 
of  the  result. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock.lSOOfor  furnishing 
true  meridian  time.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory formerly  occupied  by  Company  A,  Second 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  19  North  Rus- 
sell street,  and  to  allow  $'M(i  per  annum  for  rent 
of  armory  now  occupied  by  said  company,  at  cor- 
ner of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streats.  Or- 
der passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  allow  §300  per  annum  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  Second  IJattalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  coiner  of  Cambridge  and  ]Sorth  Russell 
streets,  beginning  Oct.  1, 1874.  Passed  to  a  second 
readii.g. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  $250  for 
furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  a.  Second  Bat- 
taKoii  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  tue  corner  of  Cam- 
bridge and  North  Russell  streets.  Passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Severally,  passed— yeas  49,  nays  0;  in  concur- 
rence. 

WASTE  WATER. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  OriUnances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  commu- 
nication from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  cover- 
ing a  report  from  the  Water  Registrar,  recom- 
mending certain  amendments  in  the  ordinance 
establishing  water  rates,  so  as  to  prevent  the  un- 
necessary waste  and  improper  use  of  water,  sub- 
mitted a  report  fCity  Doc.  No.  91]  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance : 
An   Ordinance  to  Amend  an  Ordinance  jirovid- 

ingfor  the  Care  and  Management  of  the  Boston 

Wciter  Works. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  providing  for  the  care 
and  management  of  the  Boston  Water  Works  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  to  section  twenty-four, 
the  following : 

"Seven— All  distributing  pipes  and  water  fix- 
tures introduced  into  the  premises  of  aiiy  water- 
taker  shall  be  subject  to  approval  by  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board,  or  their  duly  appointed  agents ; 
and  no  cl  ange  affecting  the  flow  of  the  water  shall 
be  made  in  the  service  pipes  or  water  fixtures  al- 
ready introduced,  unless  approved  by  the  said 
AVater  Board,  or  their  duly  appointed  agents. 

"Nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  the  City  Council  from  altering 
the  foregoing  regulations  from  time  to  time  in  its 
discretion." 

Also,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  twelfth  line  in 
section  27,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"In  addition  to  the  foregoing  raies  there  shall 
be  charged  to  each  dwellii^g  house  with  one  fam- 
ily from  one  dollar  to  ten  dollars  for  each  water 
closet  and  each  bath  tub  in  use,  according  to  the 
amount  of  water  used:  and  for  each  family,  more 
than  one,  the  annual  charge  shall  be, for  each,  two 
dollars  additional.'' 

Also,  by  striking  out  all  betvveen  the  word  "tene- 
ment" in  the  twelfth  line,  and  the  word  "each"  in 
the  seventeenth  line  of  s-ection  28,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following: 

"In  addition  to  the  f 01  egoing  rate,  there  shall 
be  charged  to  each  tenement  from  one  to  ten  dol- 
lars for  each  water  closet  and  each  bath  tub  in  use, 
according  to  the  amount  of  water  used." 

Also,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "annu- 
ally," in  the  ninth  line  of  the  twenty-ninth  sec- 
tion, and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 


"And  in  addition  to  these  rates  there  shall  be 
charged  for  each  water  closet  in  use  within  the 
office  or  tenement  from  one  to  ten  dollars,  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  of  water  used ;  and  when  the 
water  closet  is  located  so  as  to  be  used  in  common, 
the  charge  tor  each  office  or  tenement  shall  be 
from  one  to  ten  dollars,  according  to  the  amount 
of  water  used." 

Al=o,  by  st'iking  out  in  the  fifth  -ce  of  section 
thirty-three  the  words,  "five  dollars,  and  for  cor- 
ner lots  ten  dollars,"  and  inserting  in  place  there- 
of the  words,  "from  five  dollars  to  fifty  dollars, 
according  to  the  amount  of  water  used." 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  who  is  to  decide  upon 
the  amount  of  water  to  be  used,  and  desired  to 
know  what  is  intended  by  the  words  "according 
to  the  amount  of  water  used." 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  Water  Board 
would  undoubtedly  have  to  determine  the  ques- 
tion. Thi.^  matter  of  alternative  rates  is  intended, 
to  reach  alternative  fixtures.  Some  fixtures 
are  more  wasteful  than  others ;  for  instance, 
the  Hopper  closet-,  which  are  likely  to 
be  permitted  to  run  all  the  time.  If  the 
Water  Board  can  charge  a  larger  i)rice  for  such  a 
fixture  than  for  an  ordinary  one,  it  would  amount 
to  a  prohibition  and  cause  a  very  large  saving  in 
the  amount  of  water  uf  cd.  [Mr.  Dean  read  from 
City  Document  No.  134,  page  98,  an  accovmt  of 
special  observations  made  on  July  20  and  Oct.  5, 
1873,  under  the  diieccion  of  the  City  Engineer,  to 
determine  the  quantity  of  water  us'etl  in  a  certain 
district  of  the  city  in  the  night,  between  the 
hours  of  one  and  three  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Sunday, 
and  at  a  time  when  the  consumption  would  be 
less  per  hour  than  for  any  other  two  hours 
of  the  twenty- four.  The  result  was  as  fol- 
lows: July  20,  386,857  gallons  were  drawn 
down  in  the  aforesaid  two  hours,  which 
is  equal  to  4,642,284  gallons  for  twenty-four  hours. 
A  thorough  inspection  was  at  once  instituted  upon 
all  water  fixtures  in  this  district;  repairs  and  re- 
newals were  completetl  Oct.  6th,  when  the  second 
observation  was  made,  with  the  following  result: 
Between  the  hours  of  1  and  3  A.  M.,  Oct.  5th, 
336,294  gallons  were  drawn  in  the  aforesaid  two 
hours,  which  is  equal  to  4,03.5,528  for  twenty-four 
hours— showing  a  difference  in  the  quantity  of  wa- 
ter drawn  between  the  two  experiments  of  606,756 
gallons.  The  quantity  of  water  drawn  for  legiti- 
mate uses  at  a  point  of  time  when  the  observa- 
tions were  made — i.  e. — between  one  and  three 
o'clock  Sunday  night,  must  be  very  limited,  con- 
sequently the  proper  and  reasonable  deduction  is 
that  with  all  the  painstaking  of  the  Water  Board, 
a  thorough  inspection  of  the  fixtures  within  the 
district  during  the  period  of  seventy-five  days 
reduced  the  waste  to  a  very  inconsiderable  quan- 
tity, i.e.,  606,756  gallons,  or  thirteen  per  cent., 
leaving  the  balance,  viz.,  4,035,528  gallons,  or 
eighty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  drawn  to 
be  accounted  for  in  no  other  way'  than  by 
the  use  of  improper  fittings,  and  objection- 
able styles  of  water  closets  and  urinals.] 
The  Council  will  remember,  continued  Mr. 
Dean,  that  it  was  stated  by  the  Water  Regis- 
trar that  of  the  eighteen  millions  of  gallons  used, 
one-third  was  wasted  without  any  question.  This 
subject  was  first  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  [Mr. 
Shaw],  and  it  did  not  strike  him  [Jlr.  D.]  at  first 
as  of  the  importance  it  has  i)roved  to  be  after  in- 
vestigation. The  first  step  should  be  to  stop  this 
waste  of  water ;  when  that  is  done  the  great  dif- 
ficulty in  regard  to  a  supply  is  solved.  There|is 
no  disposition  to  curtail  the  use  of  water ;  I  think 
every  member  will  encourage  the  use  of  it,  but  to 
do  that  it  must  be  cheap;  but  nothing  is  gained 
if  an  enormous  debt  is  incurred,  and  the  interest 
eats  up  all  the  profits  made.  The  main  ques- 
tion IS  how  cheap  you  can  get  it.  and 
how  cheap  you  can  supply  it  to  the  citizens. 
You  don't  build  reservoirs  to  increase  the  ebb 
tide  in  Boston  Harbor,  or  let  it  run  to  waste.  It 
may  be  that  the  first  change  of  fixtures  made  will 
be  expensive ;  but  when  it  is  done  an  everlasting 
expense  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  is  stopped. 
There  may  be  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  con- 
ferring entire  power  upon  the  Water  Board;  but 
just  enough  power  is  given  them  to  regulate  these 
objectionalile  fixture,^;  when  it  is  a  matter  of  one 
dollar  for  a  good  one  and  ten  dollars  lor  a  waste- 
ful one,  there  is  no  excuse  for  having  a  wa^  teful 
one.  There  is  no  exiii-e  for  this  enormous  waste, 
antl  to  talk  about  plunging  the  city  into  debt  to 
prevent  it,  is  the  height  of  folly.     When  you  stop 
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the  waste  you  will  be  able  to  fuinish  water 
cheaper  and  to|iiicrease  the  general  sui)ply. 

Ml .  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ini^  out  "ac'cordinf;;  to  the  amount  of  water  used," 
aiul  inserting  "accordinfi;  to  the  number  of  ten- 
ants." To  prevent  the  waste  it  would  be  necessary 
to  stop  the  pipes  from  f  leezing  by  c:hanging  the  '',11- 
mate.  I'cojjle  will  let  the  water  run  to  prevent 
its  freezing. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  object  of  the 
ordinance  was  to  prevent  waste,  and  the  amend- 
ment would  not  reach  it;  and  the  only  way  that 
could  be  (lone  was  to  increase  the  cost  to  the  indi- 
vidual using  it.  He  understood  from  a  gentleman 
in  Tiovidence  that  the  i)lunil>eis  like  the  license 
system,  as  they  had  to  ptit  in  much  better  fix- 
tures. The  object  is  to  tax  the  waste,  so  that  it 
will  be  stopped. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  hoped  that  if  the  ordi- 
nance is  approved  by  the  Water  Registrar  it 
would  be  inessed  through  tonight.  While  it  is 
impossible  to  increase  the  supply  at  once,  the  next 
step  is  to  decrease  the  waste,  which  will  make  the 
present  supply  very  fair.  It  cannot  be  done  too 
quickly.  The  water  is  decreasing  in  Lake  Co- 
chituate,  no  water  is  falling  over  the  Tdystic  dam 
at  present,  and  our  supply  is  daily  diminishing; 
the  Council  cannot  act  too  promptly,  and  utilize 
the  present  supply  to  its  utmost  cii)acity. 

Mr.  Dacey  thought  the  amendment  met  the 
case.  Of  course,  a  family  of  ten  persons  used 
more  water  than  one  of  live.  If  metres  are  not 
used,  how  can  the  board  And  out  how  much  water 
is  used,  except  by  the  number  of  p  uties? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  members  of  the 
Council  were  elected  to  act  for  their  constituents 
and  on  their  best  judgment,  rather  than  to  stand 
by  the  Water  Registrar.  This  ordinance  is  too 
important  to  pass"  hastily.  The  subject  of  watse 
was  important.  He  believed  more  than  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  supply  Is  uselessly,  needlessly  wasted. 
He  had  asked  the  Water  Board  last  Decem- 
ber and  November  to  appoint  inspectors,  but 
they  eonsideied  the  suggestion  of  no  acc'ount. 
They  did  not  Si^end  a  two-penny  to  save  the  waste, 
but "  now  there  are  pavtie  about  City  Hall  who 
are  constantly  talking  abotit  the  want  of  a  water 
supply.  The  need  of  a  further  source  of  sttpply 
would  be  obviated  by  appointing  a  biard  of  com- 
petent insppctors.  If  ever  there  was  an  enormous 
fraud  i)erpetrated  on  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  this 
Sudbury  itiver  scheme,  and  as  collateral  to  it  is 
this  question  raised  in  the  message  of  his  honor 
the  Mayor.  If  there  ever  was  an  honest,  far-see- 
ing, honorable  business  man  in  the  ^Mayor's  chair, 
there  is  one  there  now ;  but  he  has  been  imposed 
upon.  The  speaker  said  this  not  in  the 
haste  of  debate,  but  upon  clear  reflection. 
He  believeil  that  the  scheme  of  ttinnelling 
that  hill  was  an  extravagant  scheme  for 
a  water  supply  which  it  is  now  being  at- 
tempted to  foist  upon  the  city.  Inside  and 
on  top  of  it  there  are  speculators  who  are  botind 
to  filch  the  city  treastiry.  This  propositio'i  for  us 
to  consider  comes  rightfully  from  his  honor  the 
Mayor,  and  he  honoreil  him  for  the  feeling  which 
inspired  the  me-sage.  Btit  the  silieme  itself  is 
nothing  else  than  a  speculation,  and  before 
another  week  shall  have  passed  away  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  reveal  the  facts  as  they  are. 
The  city  should  not  be  humbugged  by  speculators 
if  his  humble  voice  can  be  raited  in  protest 
against  it.  If  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Waid  12  is  carried  otit  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  will  be  subserved.  So  long  as  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Council  he  would  raise  his  voice 
against  such  schemes  for  speculation  as  the  Sud- 
bury River  and  such  collateral  projects  as  this 
tunnel. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  said  that  about  eleven 
months  ago  notice  was  given  the  Water  Board  that 
there  was  a  great  waste  of  water  and  that  there 
were  some  men  who  woulil  make  good  inspectors. 
The  system  of  inspectors  had  been  tiied  here  some 
years  ago  and  was  not  satisfactory.  The  board 
did  not  wish  to  go  into  »  speculatton  about  that 
time  and  did  not  put  on  any  of  those  men.  Bos- 
ton is  five  or  ten  years  behind  tlie  age  in  regard  to 
managing  water  works.  In  Providence  the  system 
begins  when  the  pipes  are  laid  ;  thev  are  secured 
from  freezing;  certain  objectionable  fixtures  are 
not  allowed  at  any  price  and  idumbers  arelicensed. 
He  was  in  I'rovidcnce  some  days  ago  and  a^ked 
a  plumber  how  he  liked  the  license  system,  and 
the  reply  was,  "Very  well";  that  a  man  could  not 
work  a  few  months  anil  get  a  kit  of  tools  and  sec 
up  in  business;  he  must  go  through  an  exaiidna- 
tion.     They  cannot  put  ni  condemned  fixtures. 


for  their  license  will  be  taken  away.  People  think 
it  is  a  hardship  to  be  fined  beca-Ise  the  water  is 
allowed  to  run  a  few  minutes;  and  if  they  pay  the 
fine,  perhaps  it  will  V)e  but  a  few  moments  be- 
fore it  is  running  again.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  20  is  mistaken  in  thinking  the  amount  of 
water  used  is  in  proportion  to  the  number  in  a 
family.  It  is  with  the  fixtures  that  the  great 
trouble  is  —  such  a  pipe  carried  into  a  house 
where  it  is  exjiosed  to  frost.  The  idea  of  appoint- 
ing a  host  of  inspectors  is  wrong.  It  was  thun- 
dered about  City  Hall  some  eleven  months  ago 
that  if  the  inspectors  were  not  put  on  there  would 
be  trouble. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  said  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  either  wilfully  or  ignorantly  misstated  the 
position  of  the  Water  Board  in  regard  to  inspect- 
ors. They  took  great  interest  in  the  subject  last 
year,  engaged  a  gentleman  from  Cambriiige,  who 
had  been  very  succe:  sful  there,  and  diminished 
the  waste  about  twenty-nve  per  cent.  He  did  not 
find  nearly  as  much  waste  in  Boston  as  they  expect- 
ed, but  the  princii)al  result  of  his  labor  is  em- 
bodied in  this  ordinance.  When  parties  are  fined 
for  letting  water  run  they  complain  that  it  is  a 
hardship,  and  try  to  beg  off. 

iVIr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  miaht  have  wilfully 
or  ignoiantly  misstated  the  position  of  the  Water 
Board ;  it  might  be  both.  But  this  is  Boston,  not 
Cambridge,  and  he  did  not  propose  to  be  governed 
bj  the  latter.  Members  of  the  Water  Board — not 
the  present  one — may  be  interested  in  ways  differ- 
ent from  the  city's  interest.  The  members  of  that 
board  should  take  i^ucli  suggestions  from  individ- 
uals, and  he  was  acting  in  the  city's  interest  when 
he  asked  for  a  system  of  inspection.  Ihe  hoard 
think  inspection  is  a  mistaken  idea;  yet 
the  proof  is  that  oue-fourt'n  of  the  water'  is 
wasted ;  and  yet  a  member  of  the  Water  iioard 
said  he  either  wilfully  or  ignorantly  misstated 
the  case.  He  might  be  both  ignorant  and  wilful, 
but  the  people  who  sent  him  here  did  not  think  so. 
If  there  is  an  inefficient  board  today,  it  is  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board.  He  favored  a  new  board, 
but  was  opposed  to  the  one  under  the  present  law, 
and  believed  the  Legislature  would  pass  such  a 
law  as  Boston  desired.  He  did  not  believe  in  an 
arbitrary  power,  nor  in  military  rule,  such  as  pre- 
scribinir  the  length  of  the  cravat  or  shirt,  and  as 
is  now  exercised  by  the  Fire  Commissioners.  He 
believed  the  report  was  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  but  hoped  that  the  ordinance 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  till  they  could 
have  a  chance  to  learn  the  will  of  the  people.' 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  ordinance  had 
been  reported  by  the  committee  after  constiltatiou 
with  the  Water  Registiar.  Mr.  Dean  reael  at 
length  from  the  orilinance  establishinjj  the  pres- 
ent vv^ater  rates,  antl  showed  the  tlifterence  be- 
tween the  rates  as  they  are  now  and  as  they  are 
proposed  to  be  made  by  the  new  orainance,  show- 
ing the  great  amount  of  waste  water  which  could 
be  saved  by  restricting  the  fixtures. 

The  amendment  of  Sir.  Dacey  was  lost. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  by  Mr.  Dacey,  was 
lost. 

The  ordinance  was  reael  a  second  time  and  put 
itpon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dacey  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "or 
tnen  duly  appointed  agents."  He  thought  it  was 
a  question  whether  they  were  not  giving  too  much 
power  to  the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Dean  thought  the  gentleman  Bould  hariUy 
expect  the  Water  Board  to  visit  every  house;  they 
must  appoint  agents  to  do  the  work 

Mr.  Dacey  conteneled  that  the  board  should  not 
have  the  right  to  io  into  a  house  and  say  what 
kinel  of  pipes  shall  be  used. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  the  oniinance 
should  lie  over,  as  it  was  too'  important  a 
matter  to  be  passed  upon  hastily.  He  was  not 
there  to  oppose  everything  presented  by  certain 
membeis,  as  some  snobs  might  imagine j  but  was 
there  to  talk  common  sense.  It  did  "not  suit  him 
to  change  an  ordinence  as  soon  as  it  was  oft'ereil; 
if  this  is  wrong  the  people  will  say  so. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  had  hardly  any  doubt  but 
that  ordinance  will  pass,  but  he  could  not  see  the 
reason  for  such  haste.  The  city  could  not  change 
the  obligation  entered  into  with  its  water  takers 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1874,  to  187i5.  There 
should  be  some  qualification  of  this  orilinance  , 
and  he  agreed  with  the  objections  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  against  conferring  arbitrary 
jjowers  upon  the  Water  Board.  He  knew  from  ex- 
perience that  there  was  petty  imposition  prac- 
tised by  the  agents  of  the  Water  Boartl,  and  he 
hael  known  of  injustice  beivg  done.    The  change 
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of  fixtures  would  impose  a  heavy  tax  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  as  everybody  knows  who  has  deal- 
ings with  plumbers.  He  thought  the  ordinance 
should  lie  over,  and  moved  that  it  be  specially  as- 
signed for  eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  had  no  desire  for  haste,  but 
the  discussion  had  gone  on  and  it  seemed  to  be 
understood  that  the  ordinance  would  be  passed 
tonight.  The  Mystic  Water  Board  have  the  same 
powers  that  is  proposed  in  this  ordinance,  though 
he  did  not  know  how  far  they  extended  to  plumb- 
ing. 

Mr.  Dacey  said  that  in  Chailestown  the  price 
was  limited  aceoraing  to  the  style  of  closet,  a  hop- 
per closet  with  a  self-closing  apparatus  being  re- 
garded the  same  as  a  pan  closet. 

Mr.  Deanhad  no  ob.iection  to  the  ordinance  ly- 
ing over,  and  hoped  that  if  any  members  had  any 
suggestions  to  make  they  would  do  go. 

Mr.  Shaw  suggested  tliat  any  such  arbitrary  ac- 
tion could  be  annulled  by  the  General  Court  at 
any  time. 

The  ordinance  was  specially  assigned  to  next 
Thursday  at  8  P.  M. 

FAST  DBIVIKG  IN  THE  STREETS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  ihe  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
ordinance  in  regard  to  fast  driving  in  the  streets, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  pa.'sage  of 
the  same  in  a  new  draft. 

An  Ordinance  to  Amend  an  Ordinanee  in  relation 
to.  Streets. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Sectio'i  1.  The  ordinanee  in  relation  to  streets 
is  hereby  amended  by  stnldngoutthe  thirty-ninth 
section,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  follow- 
ing, -lamely :  "Section  39.  No  owner,  or  other  per- 
son having  for  the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of 
any  horse  or  other  beast  of  burthen,  carriage  or 
draught,  shall  ride,  drive,  or  permit  the  horse  or 
other  beast  to  go  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than 
seven  miles  an  hour  in  any  of  the  public  streets  or 
ways  in  the'  city,  except  tho-e  included  within 
the  limits  of  w'ards  numbered  sixteen,  seven- 
teen, and  nineteen.  No  owner,  oi'  other  per- 
son having  for  the  time  being  the  care  or  use 
of  any  horse  or  other  beast  of  burthen, 
carriage  or  draught,  shall  ride,  drive,  or  permit  the 
horse  or  other  beast  to  go  at  a  greater  rate  of 
speed  than  ten  miles  an  hour  in  any  of  the  public 
streets  or  ways  included  within  the  limits  of  wards 
numb  red  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  nineteen." 

The  ordinance  reported  by  the  committee  was 
substituted  for  the  oriainal  one. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  raised  the  point  that  it 
should  lie  over  as  it  was  ]iart  of  an  ordinance  to 
which  a  penalty  was  attached. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
laid  over. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  the  ordinance  might  take  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  objected,  as  some  of  the 
suburban  members  wanted  to  look  it  over. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule— 7  for, 
35  against. 

ST.VNDPIPE  FOE  THE    PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  tor  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Financp,  submitted  a  report  on  the  order  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in  reference 
to  connecdug  the  standpipe  in  the  Public  Library 
with  the  high  service,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  order  in  the  following  new  draft : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  connect  the  standpipe  in 
the  Public  Library  with  the  high  service,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  .S2500,  and  that  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  amount 
for  that  impose  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE   WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  submitted  the  following : 
The  .Joint  Standing  Commiutee    on  Water  De- 
partment, who  were  requested — 

lirst — 1  o  a^ certain  and  report  whether  the  pres- 
ent source  of  our  water  supply  from  Lake  Cochit- 
uate  and  Mystic  Lake,  combined,  can  be  so  util- 
ized as  to  give  an  adequate  water  supply  to  the 
city  in  a  season  of  drought,  how  great  tiiat  sup- 
ply would  be,  I'or  how  many  years  it  would  be  ad- 
equate, and  the  expense  of  procuring  it; 


Second— To  examine  the  Charles  River  and  re- 
port upon  its  availability  as  a  source  of  supply, 
and  the  expense  of  conveying  the  waters  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir- 
Beg  leave  to  .-submit  herewith  the  reports  of  the 
City  Eugineer  and  his  assistants,  giving  full  and 
complete  information  upon  all  the  points  covei'ed 
by  the  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

The  yield  in  a,  dry  year  from  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  sources,  after  making  improvements  and 
additions  to  the  works  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1,342,032,  is  estimated  at  33,000,000  gallons  daily. 
Assuming  from  past  experience  that  the  future 
increase  of  consumption  will  be  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent,  yearly,  the  supply  would  be  fully 
^ised  in  1877.  The  yield  in  an  ordinary  year  from 
the  two  sources  wouUl  be  from  thirty- six  to  thir- 
ty-nine millions  of  gallons  daily,  "which  would 
meet  the  estimated  consumption  in  1878  or  1879. 

Five  schemes  of  works  for  obtaining  a  supply 
of  fifty  million  gallons  daily  from  Charles  River 
are  given,  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  each  (see 
pp.  33  to  37  Engineer's  report).  The  report  of  the 
commission  (w-liich  will  be  submitted  in  a  few 
days)  upon  the  i)uricy  of  the  different  sources  of 
supply  will  be  of  great 'value  in  determining  the 
point  where  it  would  be  safe  to  take  a  supply  from 
Charles  River. 

In  considering  this  question  of  a  permanent 
water  supply  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
plans  for  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  have  been 
prepared  at  great  expense,  and  that  the  work  can 
be  prosecuted  energetically  and  without  inter- 
ruption as  soon  as  the  necessary  authority  to  take 
lands  is  given.  If  the  authority  asked  "for  had 
been  granted  last  year,  at  least  a  third  of  the 
work  on  the  proposed  line  of  the  Sudbuiy  conduit 
would  have  been  completed.  If  any  other  scheme 
is  adopted  it  will  take  another  year  to  obtain  the 
necessary  legislation  and  a  long  additional  delay 
for  the  preparation  of  new  plans. 

In  view  of  the  unusually  low  state  of  the  water 
both  in  the  Cochituate  aii'd  Mystic  basins,  caused 
by  the  absence  of  the  ordinary  fall  rains  and  the 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  water  takers  dur- 
ing the  present  year  (nearly  two  thousand  on  the 
Cochituate  service  alone)  making  the  consump- 
tion at  the  present  time  twenty  million  gallons 
per  diem  from  that  source  of  sui)ply,  your 
committee  again  urge  upon  the  City  Council 
the  importance  of  immediate  action  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  supply  of  water  adequate 
to  meet  the  war.ts  of  the  citj-.  The  water  in  the 
Chestnut  Hill  reservoirs  this  morning  was  five  feet 
below  high-water  level,  being  the  lowest  point 
ever  reached;  and  the  water  ii  the  Cochituate 
Lake  was  six  feet  seven  inches  below  high-water 
mark.  Unless  we  have  copious  rains  during  the 
next  few  days,  the  lake  will  be  so  reduced  as  to 
require  the  aid  of  steam  pumps  to  raise  the  water 
to  the  flow  line  of  the  conduit,  or  the  opening  of 
the  gates  from  the  temporary  connection  made  in 
1872  with  the  Sudbury  River.  The  Cochituate 
Water  Board  decline  to  adopt  the  lattej- alterna- 
tive without  authority  from  the  City  Coune  1,  be- 
cause of  the  personal  liability  which  would  follow 
such  action.  It  will  be  reinembered  that  the 
property  of  the  members  of  the  Water  Board  of 
187:^  is  iiow  under  attachment  for  a  similar  taking 
of  tlie  Suilbtiry  water  during  the  drought  of  1872. 
Yo'ir  committee  are  informed  that  Mystic  Lake 
is,  at  the  present  time,  about  three  feet'"ix  inches 
lowor  than  at  this  date  last  year. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Ftelev, 
that  a  plan  is  presented  for  diverting  the  water  of 
Pegan  Biook,  in  the  town  of  Natick.  The  pol- 
lution of  Lake  Cochituate  from  this  source,  al- 
though inconsiderable,  has  always  been  a  source 
cf  anxiety  to  the  Water  Board,  and  for  reasons 
set  forih  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  by  Mr. 
Fteley,  it  would  seem  desirable  to  remove"  t.iis 
pollution  at  once.  A  portion  of  the  expense 
should,  however,  be  borne  by  the  town  of 
Natick,  and  your  committee  would  recommend 
the  passage  of' the  accompanying  order  authoriz- 
ing the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its 
next  session,  for  authority  to  be  given  to  the  city 
of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Natick,  to  coi. struct  a 
sewer  fir  that  purpose. 

The  committee  would  also  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  conduit  from  the  lake  has  been  for 
the  past  month  run  under  a  pressure  to  keep  up  the 
supply,  and  must  be  closed  for  a  short  tirne  dur- 
ing tlie  next  few  days  for  the  purpose  of  making 
necessary  repairs  before  cold  weather. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  urge  upon  citi- 
zens generally  the  necessity  of  using  water  with 
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freat  caution  that  the  supply  may  be  eked  out 
until  heavy  rainfalls  again  till  the  lake. 
Kor  the  committee, 

S.  15.  Stebisins, 
Chaiiinan  on  the  part  ot  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

FUEDKHICK    I'EASE, 

Chairman  on  the  part  of  Common  Council. 

Ordered,  'I'liat  his  rfonor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  to  petition  ihe  (ieneral  Court,  at 
its  next  session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  au- 
thorize tiie  city  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Natick 
to  construct  a  sewer  for  tlie  jjurpose  of  diverting 
the  waters  of  I'egan  IJrooli  from  Lake  Cochituate; 
tlie  expense  to  be  as.-essed  in  ecjuitalile  propor- 
tions tipon  said  city  a^id  town. 

The  order  was  jjassed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pease  stated  that  it  was  important  to  have 
the  order  passed  tonight,  in  order  to  get  the  peti- 
tion at  the  State  House  sixty  days  before  the 
assembling  of  the  Legislature.  He  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Carried — 43  for,  0  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  had  no  objection  to  that 
part  of  the  Older  in  reference  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, but  the  reference  to  Natick  is  entirely  out  of 
place,  and  wholly  incompetent  for  Boston'  to  ask 
tor  anything  for  the  town  of  Natick. 

Mr.J'ease  explained  the  position  (as  given  m 
the  report  above)  of  the  town  of  Natick  in  regard 
to  draining  into  the  place  where  its  pumps  are  lo- 
cated, and  said  the  selectmen  of  that  town  had 
urged  the  Water  Board  lo  apply  for  authority  to 
build  the  sewer.  The  same  thing  was  done  last 
winter  in  regard  tc  the  stoiage  basins  on  the 
Mystic  River.  Natick  is  as  much  interested  as 
Boston. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  representatives  from  those 
towns  on  the  Myrtic  ridiculed  that  proposition 
last  winter,  and  said  Boston  proposed  tb  interfere 
with  its  whole  suburban  district. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  understood  that  it  was  to 
be  with  the  coiiperation  of  Natick. 

Mr.  Show  moved  to  strike  out  all  reference  to 
the  town  of  Natick. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  could  see  no  improprie- 
ty in  the  order.  It  is  siini;ly  asking  for  authority, 
and  Natick  can  join  in  the  work  if  it  sees  tit. 
This  proposition  i-  not  such  an  interference  as  it 
would  be  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  interfere  with 
the  firainage  of  Natick. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  moved  to  still  further 
amend  by  adding  a  section  providing  that  the 
expense  of  the  sewer  shall  be  assessed  in  equita- 
ble proportions  upon  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
town  of  Natick.  This  would  leave  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  the  Legislature,  and  vet  state  what  is  de- 
sired by  Boston,  and  please  the  fastidious  taste  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  if  he  were  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15,  he  would  say,  "Plato, 
thou  reasonest  well,  but  not  upon  this  (lues- 
tion."  To  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  who 
speaks  of  "fastidious  taste,"  he  would  say, 
"Let  him  study  the  rules  of  common  sense;" 
if  he  would  do  that,  he  would  not  favor  any- 
thing outside  of  the  prerogative  of  the  city. 
He  was  almost  laughed  at  for  bringing  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Legislature  last  winter.  He  would  not 
vote  for  the  order  until  the  proposition  to  include 
Natick  is  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Dean  was  inclined  to  favor  the  order;  the 
reason  for  inserting  the  expense  was  merely  tech- 
nical, as  if  they  asked  to  have  Natick  pay  a  portion 
of  the  expense  it  would  be  said  there  was  nothing 
about  it  in  the  petition.  ( 

Mr.  Crocker  said  that  it  might  be  improper  for 
Boston  to  ask  to  have  Natick  do  certain  things 
which  that  town  might  not  ask  to  do. 

Mr.  Shaw's  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dean  thought  the  order  should  stand  as  it 
is,  and  opposed  Mr.  Crocker's  amendment. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Kimball,  Mr.  Crocker  ex- 
plained that  his  amendment  was  to  assess  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  expense  on  Natick ;  but  it 
seemed  bad  taste  for  Boston  to  ask  that  Natick  be 
included  when  that  town  might  not  desire  it. 


Mr.  Pease  said  theSelectmen  of  Natick  were  in 
favor  of  it,  and  believed  the  lown  would  gladly 
bear  its  share  of  the  expense.  There  would  be  no 
sort  of  danger  of  their  laughing  at  the  petition. 

Mr.  Shaw  contended  that  it  was  going  outside 
of  the  prerogatives  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  ask 
for  such  a  tiling. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  suggested  that  the  order 
be  amended  so  that  the  ^'i-.yor  be  requested  to 
join  the  Selectmen  of  Natick  in  tlie  petition  for 
authority  to  build  the  sewer. 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  tliat  the  most  excellent  sug- 
gestion that  had  been  uinde. 

Mr.  Crocker  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  re- 
newed the  one  suggested  by  Mr.  Peabody. 

The  ainendinent  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

THE  SUDBURY  EIVER  SCHEME. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease,  the  message  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  suomitted  at  tje  last  meeting, 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Pease  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the  or- 
der authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
seize  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  all  lands 
necessary  to  convey  them  into  tne  city.  Lost — 23 
for,  29  against. 

STANDl'IPE  FOK  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Kiml)all  of  Ward  6  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  the  order  authorizing  the  connection 
of  the  stand[dpe  of  the  Public  Library  with  the 
high  service  might  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. He  instanced  the  fire  at  the  Hotel 
Boylston  this  morning  as  demonstiatiiig  the  ne- 
cessity therefor.  They  had  had  a  connection  with 
the  high  service,  but  it  was  cut  off,  and  could  not 
be  worked  today.  Hence  the  loss,  even  with  the 
precautions  taken. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Shaw  hoped  the  oriJer  would  be  passed.  He 
was  present  at  the  fire  alluded  to  a  full  half  an 
hour  before  a  commissioner  arrived.  In  his  humble 
judgment  rubber  hose  is  wholly  unfit  for  use  in  the 
department;  he  made  that  statement  because  it 
might  appear  in  print  and  lie  seen.  He  had  ad- 
vocated and  used  his  iufiuence  for  a  Fire  Com- 
mission last  year;  but  he  had  sent  written  com- 
munications to  the  Fire  Commissioners  which 
had  not  been  noticed.  He  was  opposed  to 
such  an  arbitrary  power  as  that  commis- 
sion exercised,  sitting  in  their  Star  Chamber. 
Never  should  a  committee  of  the  GoverLtnent  sit 
with  closed  doors.  If  he  were  tried  for  misde- 
meanors and  crimes,  he  preferred  to  be  tried  pub- 
licly. There  should  be  no  Star  Chamber  proceed- 
ings, with  three  men  to  pass  upon  a  man's  charac- 
ter. He  used  this  as  an  illustration  of  the  rights 
of  the  people  under  a  democratic  (xovernment. 

Mr.  Putnam  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Shaw  was  not  speaking  to  the  question. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken,  and 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  order  required 
a  two-thirds  vote. 

Mr.  Shaw  saiil  he  was  simply  illustrating  his 
point,  and  would  bring  his  remarks  to  a  close  with 
due  courtesy  for  the  gen  rleman  from  Ward  15,  a 
Plato  as  he  is,  but  a  Ciceio  never.  He  believed 
that  the  Public  Library  should  be  adequately  pro- 
tected from  fiie,  and  the  present  "prop- 
osition is  a  good  one.  It  is  a  shame 
that  the  library  building  is  not  better 
protected.  There  never  should  be  such  infernal 
stuff  used  in  the  Fire  Department  as  this  rubber 
hose,  of  which  $^60,000  worth  was  bought  before 
the  Fire  Commissioners  came  into  office.  He  had 
certificates  from  old  engineers  in  the  department 
that  the  hose  used  today  is  unfit  for  service. 

Mr.  Kimball  stated  that  when  he  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  two-thirds  of  the  members  were 
present,  but  that   was    not    the    case    now.     He 
therefore  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Kegiilar  weekly  meeting  at  ly^  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  SheiJurd,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAl'EliS  FROM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  M.  Harte^  al.,  Henry  Dud- 
ley, E.  S.  Johnson,  and  copy  of  petition  of  David 
Coolidge  et  al.,  severally  referred  in  concurrence. 
A  request  of  the  Committee  on  Armories  for  an 
atlditional  appropriation  of  .$5000  (City  Doc.  No. 
87, 1874),  came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Order  authorizing  necessary  connections  to  he 
made  with  the  steam  pump  and  Are  pipe  in  City 
Hall,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1400. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  hear 
some  explanation  of  that  order.  About  three  or 
foui' weeks  ago  we  were  asked  to  vote  a  thousand 
dollars  for  a  steam  pump,  but  now  they  come  in 
with  an  additional  order  for  $1400.  I  understand 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners  were  trying  it  on  the 
City  Hall  the  other  day ;  now,  if  the  committee 
had  avxthority  to  make  the  connection  why  cannot 
they  pay  the  bills  without  coming  to  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Until  a  short  time  since 
we  supposed  that  the  general  order  for  putting  in 
the  steam  pump  covered  autliority  to  spend  the 
necessary  money  to  connect  the  standpipe  with 
the  steam  pump  ;  but  by  the  ruling  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  we  must  have  a  separate  order  for 
that  purpose.  There  will  be  considerable  money 
left  from  the  appropriation  for  steam  pump, 
but,  by  the  ruling  of  the  Auditor,  it  will  not  be 
applicable  to  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Do  I  understand  that 
after  approriating  $1000  for  the  pump  that  there 
is  money  to  be  left  over  while  asking  for  this  $1400 
extra.  The  question  was  raised  at  the  time  of  the 
appropriation  for  a  steam  pump,  audit  was  said 
that  the  $1000  would  cover  all  the  expense. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The  appropriation  for 
the  pump  was  $1000  and  the  cost  of  the  same  was 
$600  or  $700—1  do  not  know  exactly  the  amount — 
leaving  a  balance  which  is  aot  applicable  to  mak- 
ing' the  connection. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If  the  pump  cost  only 
$700,  what  is  the  other  $1400  for?  When  I  voted 
for  the  order  I  supposed  the  $1000  would  cover  all 
the  expense.  I  understand  that  the  pump  was 
bought  before  the  appropriation  was  called  for. 
There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of  this  calling  for 
additional  appropriations.  Articles  are  bought 
and  the  work  begun,  and  mor'^  money  is  asked,  be- 
cause it  is  thought,  perhaps,  that  the'  city  will  not 
go  back  on  the  original  appropi'iation.  They  should 
not  come  here  and  ask  for  appropriation  after  ap- 
propriation when  the  amount  originally  named 
should  cover  all  the  expense.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
order. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Waro  16— The  original  appropria- 
tion was  made  specifically  for  a  steam  pump.  If 
it  had  said  "for  a  steam  pump  and  pr-wide  for  its 
connection,"  it  would  have  meant  to  allow  for  all 
the  appurtenances  upon  it.  So  the  Auditor  de- 
cides that  the  origir>al  $1000  must  be  spent  for  the 
steam  pump  and  that  alone,  and  that  we  must 
have  a  separate  appropriation  for  making  the  con- 
nectioii.  The  fact  that  an  additional  appropria- 
tion is  asked  for  is  nothing  new ;  it  is  not  the  first 
time  that  we  have  found  the  expenses  to  be  great- 
er than  what  was  at  first  estimated. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — I  hope  I  shall  be  excused 
for  speaking  plainly.  It  is  not  the  way  to  do  busi- 
ness; ic  is  not  the  way  a  private  citizen,  a  good 
business  man,  does  business,  and  we  should  tran- 
sact the  city's  affairs  just  as  any  sound  business 
man  would  do  his.  A  good  business  man  first 
finds  out  the  expense,  but  does  not  go  and  spend 
his  money  first.  I  do  not  know  how  the  city's 
business  nas  been  done  here  in  former  years,  but 
in  the  city  which  I  and  other  gentleman  represent 
— which  has  been  annexed  to  Boston — an  estimate 
of  the  cost  was  first  made  and  when  an  appropri- 
ation was  asked  for  it  was  to  cover  the  whole  ex- 
pense. I  have  learned  a  great  deal  since  I  have 
been  here,  and  probably  if  I  am  returned  I  shall 
learn  a  great  deal  more.  I  shall  never  vote  for  an- 
other appropriation  after  one  has  been  made  for  a 
specific  purpose. 


Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— It  is  probably  in  the  ex- 
perience of  every  man  in  j)rivate  business  that  the 
cost  of  work  exceeds  his  first  estimate.  I  presume 
the  gentleman  from  AVard  20  has  often  done  work 
which  cost  more  than  lie  at  first  exj)eeted. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— AVhen  the  order  first  came 
up  the  question  was  asked  whether  the  .'JIOOO 
would  cover  the  whole  expense,  and  I  think  the 
answer  was  that  it  would;  or  it  was  something 
similar  to  that,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
laid  over. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS, 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  streets,  making  the  rate  of  speed  at  which 
horses  and  other  beasts  can  be  driven  in  the  pub- 
lic streets  of  Wards  16, 17  and  19,  not  more  than 
ten  miles  an  hour,  and  in  aU  other  wards  not  more 
than  seven  miles  an  hour. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16  was  lost. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

COMMUNICATION   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Board  of  Health.  Communication  representing 
that  about  $1200  are  needed  for  repairing  the 
boiler  and  for  other  Mork  on  the  steamer  Samuel 
Little,  and  requesting  permission  to  transfer  that 
amount  from  the  general  quarantine  apjjropria- 
tion  and  use  it  for  the  above-named  purpose. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petitions  of  Michael 
Sheedy  and  Daniel  Falion,  severally  for  damages 
for  alleged  defect  in  Seventh  street.  Severally 
referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  X.  S. 
Wilbur  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
land  purchased  of  the  city  at  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue  and  SpringfieM  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas  McDon- 
ough  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Dover-street  Bridge.  Accepted  and 
sent  up. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  accom- 
panying order  authorizing  the  granting  of  a  per- 
mit to  Joseph  F.  Paul  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Bristol  street.  Order  read  twice  and  passed 
and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  ter- 
ritory bounded  by  Washiusrton  street,  Harrison 
avenue,  Maiden  and  East  Canton  streets,  submit- 
ted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  a  new  draft,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  for 
authority  to  raise  so  much  as  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  of  the  territory  bounded  by  Washington 
street,  Harrison  avenue.  Maiden  street  and  East 
Canton  street,  to  such  grade  as  shall  secure  the 
proper  drainage  thereof;  the  expense  of  such 
raising  to  be  equitably  apportioned  between  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the'  abutters. 

The  order  as  reported  was  substituted  for  the 
original  one,  and  read  twice  and  passed  and  sent 
up. 

THE  DRIVING   OF  CATTLE  THROUGH  THE  STREETS. 

Mr.  Moley  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
if  any  what,  additional  regulations  are  necessary 
to  prevent  injury  to  persons  and  property  by 
driving  cattle  and  other  beasts  in  large  numbers 
through  the  pviblic  streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 

GREENHOUSE  ON  THE  PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  ofliered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common 
be  requested  to  consider  and  report  unon  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  upon  the  Public  Garden  a 
greenhouse,  and  also  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  its 
erection  and  annual  maintenance. 

Mr.  Perkins— From  the  fact  that  the  old  green- 
house on  the  Public  Garden  has  just  been  tjru 
down  and  sold,  and  also,  that  possibly  this  mav  be 
considered  an  unnecessary  expense!  a  few  words 
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of  explanation  may  not  be  out  of  place.  We  spend 
a  great  deal  of  money  annually  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  Common  and  public  grounds,  for  the 
purpose  of  contributing  to  the  artistic  taste  of  the 
community,  and  it  has  frequently  been  suggested 
to  me  by  many  of  our  best  citizens  that  the  man- 
agement of  thtse  grounds  was  not  comi)lete,  as 
there  was  no  greenhouse  where  specimens  of  flori- 
culture could  be  shown.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  sup- 
posed to  favor  anything  that  ^vould  flavor  of  un- 
necessaiy  expenditure,  but  I  should  think  that 
such  an  appropiiation  would  greatly  inci-ease  the 
love  of  floriculture.  Theie  are  many  persons  in 
Boston  who  are  too  poor  to  go  out  into  the  coun- 
try, and  who  would  be  glad  to  see  flowers  growing 
under  glass  in  our  Public  Garden.  I  am  told  by 
Mr.  Galviu,  the  Superintendent,  that  the  annual 
maintenance  of  a  greenhouse  will  not  be  expen- 
sive, and  that  many  of  the  laborers  on  the  public 
grounds  could  be  employed  iu  it  at  odd  hours. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  know  that  the 
Committee  on  Common  have  any  particular  ob- 
jection to  considering  that  matter,  but  it  has  beeu 
before  them  already  and  they  decided  that  they 
did  not  feel  as  though  they  wanted  to  go  to  the 
exiiense  this  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  happen  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Common,  and  I  sau  second 
the  statement  of  my  collea2,ue,  the  chairman  on 
the  part  of  this  branch.  I  lite  the  spirit  of  the 
order  very  well,  but  that  the  Council  may  uot  be 
misinformed  in  regard  to  it,  I  will  state  that  the 
position  of  the  committee  is  this :  The  old  green- 
house was  unfit  for  use;  it  was  very  much  dilap- 
idated and  was  taken  down  nnd  sold.  The  Joint 
Committee  on  Common  considered  whether  it 
was  expedient  to  build  a  rew  one  this  year;  they 
liassed  upon  the  question,  and,  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice,  decided  that  it  was  inexpedient  this 
year.  ITiey  thought  the  money  could  be  spent  to 
the  better  advantage  of  the  citizens.  Therefore, 
it  would  seem  useless  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
committee;  hut  I  should  not  wish  to  oppose  the 
wishes  of  my  friend  or  tue  tastes  fnd  wishes  of 
those  whom  he  represents.  But  that  is  the  status 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  was  not  aware  of  the 
subject  having  been  investigated  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  of  its  having  been  before  them  at  all.  I 
have  liO  desire  to  nave  them  go  into  another  in- 
vestigation, and,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council, 
will  withdraw  the  order. 

The  order  was  withdrawn. 

STANDPIPE  FOB  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  order 
authorizing  the  standpipe  in  Public  Library  build- 
ing to  be  coimected  with  the  high  service,  and  for 
a  transfer  of  $2500  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  pay 
therefor,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Daeey  of  Ward  20— Will  this  amount  cover 
the  entire  expense  ? 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — In  this  case  we  take 
the  figures  of  the  Water  Department.  They  think 
it  will  amply  cover  the  expeuse,  and  perhaps  there 
may  be  a  slight  surplus. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— What  the  Water  Depart- 
ment estimate  for  and  what  a  man  will  do  it  for 
are  two  d^lferent  things.  1  think  we  shoulil  get 
tht  estimatts  of  those  who  will  do  flie  work — the 
figure    of  practical  mechanics. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— This  question  came  be- 
fore the  Finance  Committee,  and  the  merits  of  t'^e 
case  were  made  known  to  them  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Eistern  Division.  He  said  that 
$2500  was  the  outside  expenditure,  and  very  prob- 
ably it  might  be  very  considerably  less  thaii  that. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward' 16— I  can  confirm  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  said.  We  had  Mr. 
Jones  before  us ;  he  estimated  that  $2500  would 
be  sufflcienr.  Of  course  if  they  struck  a  ledge  of 
rock,  or  a  gold  mine,  the  city  inight  have  to  sxjcnd 
more  money,  and  they  would  have  to  ask  for  more. 
Such  are  the  causes  of  requests  for  small  extra 
appropriations  that  come  before  us.  People  can- 
not see  into  the  future ;  they  do  not  know  what 
will  happen ;  they  use  their  best  judgment  m  esti- 
mating that  a  certain  sum  of  money  will  accom- 
plish a  certain  purpose.  Sometimes  it  doea  not 
co.st  as  much  as  the  estimate,  and  we  never  hear 
anything  of  it,  the  balance  gonig  into  the  Sinking 
Fund.  Of  course  we  ought  to  have  a  due  legard 
for  the  interest  of  the  city,  but  when  a  committee 
makes  a  fair  statement,  I  do  not  think  we  should 
question  them  so  closely  as  to  details.  It  is  un- 
avoidable sometimes. 


Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— I  do  not  believe  it  is  un- 
avoidable. There  are  certain  mechanics  in  this 
city  who  will  estimate  on  this  work.  If  you  have 
got  a  practical  man  to  estimate  on  this  work,  and 
he  says  he  will  do  it  for  $2500  he  ougbt  to  do  it, 
and  tie  will  if  he  is  a  man  of  his  word.  But  if  you 
estimate  by  the  heads  of  the  departments  only, 
who  is  bound  by  it?  Nobody;  and  the  city  has  to 
pav  the  bilU.  I  do  not  believe  in  allowing  the 
heads  of  departments  to  make  all  the  estimates 
and  give  the  work  to  whom  they  please. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  -This  is  a  matter  of  lay- 
ing pipes  in  the  streets,  and  it  is  done  by  tne 
Superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Division.  The'pipe 
will  be  laid  in  Columbus  avenue,  where  it  is  not 
likely  there  will  b  •  any  ledge  to  go  through,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  expense  will  come  within  this 
estimate.  , 

iVIr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  standpipe  is  al- 
ready in  the  Public  Library,  and  this  order  simply 
contemplates  connecting  it  with  the  high  service. 
I  hope  that  in  this  discus-ion  the  importance  of 
the  subject  will  not  he  lost  sight  of,  and  that  the 
order  will  receive  the  two-tMrds  vote  necessary 
to  pass  it.  The  library,  today,  is  in  a  dangerous 
condition.  The  high  serviceWas  connected  with 
the  standpipe,  but  witnout  the  knowledge  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  libraiy,  or  any  of  his  as- 
sistants, it  was  disconnected.  An  addition  to  the 
library  is  in  process  of  erection,  and  the  dangei-  to 
the  building  on  account  of  the  workmen  being 
there,  and  the  flying  about  of  shavings,  is  greatly 
increased.  By  a  recent  arrangement  of  the  Super- 
intendent the  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department 
in  that  district  w.ts  to  take  care  of  the  hose,  which 
is  at  all  times  connected  with  the  high  service. 
At  his  first  visit  he  inspected  the  ho  e  and  found 
that  the  water  would  only  come  up  through  the 
hose  about  three  feet,  the  high  service  having 
been  disconnected  from  he  standpipe.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  this  high  service 
should  be  reconnected  as  speedily  as  possible.  I 
hope  the  order  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Tl.acher  of  Ward  15 — With  regard  to  the 
disconnection  of  the  high  service  from  the  stand- 
pipe,  I  would  state  that  when  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  first  made  application  to  the  Water 
Board  for  the  connection,  it  was  stated  that  it 
would  be  allowed  only  for  a  short  time,  as  there 
was  to  be  a  larger  pipe  laid  in  Columbus  avenue 
to  go  across  the  Common  and  connect  with  the 
north  side  of  Beacon  Hill,  and  the  pipe  which 
would  supply  the  library  at  that  time  would  soon 
be  tlirown  on  to  the  low  service.  But  they  said 
they  would  take  the  risk,  and  insisted  on  having 
it.  But.  knowing  that  so  many  standpipes  have 
proved  failures — in  the  case  of  the  one  on  the  City 
Hall  building  they  put  on  asteaic  pump  when  they 
got  a  new  boiler — and  knowing  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  city  they  do  uot  work  well,  and  that  people 
are  putting  in  steam  pumps,  £  shall,  for  that 
reason,  have  to  vote  against  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  it  has  not  been 
stated  by  whose  order  this  disconnection  was 
made.  I  should  like  to  have  myfriend  from  Ward 
6  state  that.  If  there  is  any  one  at  fault  we  should 
know  where  the  fault  lies.  I  should  like  to  know 
by  whose  authority  and  at  what  time  it  was  done, 
because  1  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  this  Public 
Libraiy  service  within  the  last  six  months. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  W.ard  6 — 1  cannot  answ'er  the 
question  of  the  member  from  Ward  5.  I  was  sim- 
ply informed  that  it  was  disconnected  and  that  no 
notice  was  given  to  any  one  in  the  Public  Library 
Duildiug. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— That  matter  was  talked 
over  in  the  Water  Board  today.  The  Superintend- 
ent staied  that  the  trustees  were  notified  that  it 
would  be  only  for  temporary  use  and  that  they 
would  have  no  permanent  high-service  suijply 
when  it  was  taken  off.  1  understand  that  all  tlie 
parties  in  that  vicinity —at  the  Public  Library  and 
Hotel  Boylston  and  others, — were  notified  when  it 
was  taken  off. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  there 
has  been  a  fault;  and  that  it  has  continued  for 
months,  and  has  been  well  known,  but  until  this 
order  was  ofteied  no  sort  of  an  attempt  was  made 
to  secure  that  immensely  valuable  property.  There 
is  a  fault  somewhere  and  it  ought  to  he  where  it 
belongs.  If  the  property  of  the  city  and  the  tax- 
payers is  to  l)e  imperilled,  we  should  know  it.  If, 
there  is  a  want  of  water,  say  so.  But  in  this  case 
it  IS  the  want  of  a  pipe.  What  is  the  use  of  water 
if  you  have  no  conductors?  Look  at  the  negli- 
gence which  has  caused  the  enormous  fires  in  that 
neighborhood — not,  sir,  for  want  of  water!— such 
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as  the  E>sex-street  Are  of  May  30.  It  was  fshow-n 
and  proven  here  that  there  was  an  abundance  of 
water.  But  it  was  wasted,  lost.  Somebody  is  at 
fault.  Are  we  at  fault,  as  a  City  (ioveniment?  or 
are  the  powers  which  send  water  on  a  fire  at  fault? 
There  has  been  the  greatest  negligence  some- 
where, and  I  am  glad  this  has  eulnnnated  in  an  at- 
tempt to  do  something  to  i)rotect  the  enormously 
expensive  property  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  51, 
nays  2— Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  Dacey 
of  Ward  20,  voting  nay. 

KIXG-STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG  moved  to  leconsiaer  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting  by  which  the  order  appro- 
priating §500  additional  for  the  purchase  of  land 
on  Roxbury  and  King  streets  and  authorizing  the 
transfer  of  said  amount  froij^  the  Reserved  Fund 
was  defeated  for  want  of  a  two-thirds  vote.  The 
vote  vvas  reconsidered  and  the  order  again  put  on 
its  passage. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG— As  this  is  a  case  in  point, 
it  serves  to  illustrate  what  we  have  been  talking 
about,  and  I  may  as  well  give  a  brief  explanation 
of  the  order.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  asked  for  $26,000 
to  purch;ise  the  land  for  this  schooUiouse.  They 
thougtit  that  was  enough.  When  they  came  to 
purchase,  they  lound  some  of  the  owners  were 
not  quite  so  willing  to  sell,  and  so  they  had  to 
come  to  the  Citv  Council  and  ask  for  .$2000  more. 
Before  the  titles  w^ie  passed  a  survey  was  made, 
and  it  is  shown  that  there  are  350  feet  more  land 
than  was  estimated  for,  and  we  had  to  come  here 
again  and  ask  for  more  money.  We  could  not 
help  it.  The  real  object  in  this  case  was  to  ask 
for  as  little  money  as  possible.  We  do  not  want 
to  tax  the  peeple  for  money  to  go  into  the  Sinking 
Fund  any  more  than  we  can  help. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  ses- 
sion for  the  iiassage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city 
of  Boston,  by  and  through  the  agency  of  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council,  to  purchase  or  otherwise  take 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  park  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  people. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  suggested  that  the  order 
be  amended  by  inserting  the  words  "or  parks" 
after  the  words  "public  park." 

Mr.  Flvnn  accepted  the  amendment  and  the  or- 
der was  so  amended. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  IG— I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  particular  harm  in  passing  an  order 
requesting'the  Mavor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  this  authority,  except  that  I,  as  one  member  of 
this  Council— and  I  hope  I  reflect  the  opinion  of 
my  constituet.ts— object  to  this  body  putting  itself 
on  record  as  m  favor  of  such  a  piece  of  extrava- 
gance a«  this.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case;  it  is  unneces- 
sary. But  we  are  reminded  by  our  tox  bills  that 
we 'are  travelling  at  a  rate  which,  unless  it  be 
stopped  somewhere,  will  lead  to  destruction.  I 
do  not  believe  the  necessities  of  the  people  require 
a  public  park  and  I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  16  moved  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
t€rs 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  offered  the  o^-der  this 
evening  that  the  city  may  be  able  to  tile  the  peti- 
tion sixty  days  before  the  Legislature  meets,  a? 
required  by  law,  in  case  the  Park  Commis-ioneis 


shall  recommend  such  action.  That  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  order. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G — I  withdraw  the  motion 
to  refer. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— On  the  passage  of  the 
order  I  request  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  order 
was  passed — yea,s  34,  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bcal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Browii, 
Burditt,  Burgess,  Butler,  Caton,  Crocker,  Cush- 
man.  Dean,  Denny,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Hine,  Hun- 
newell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Leach,  Loritig,  Martin, 
Moley,  Moooey,  Powers,  Putnam,  Shaw,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Tiain,  Waloridge,  Whiston, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt— 34. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Cawley,  Collins,  Cudwortb, 
Dacey,  Day,  Flatley,  Kimball,  Minot,  Noves, 
Pease.  Perkins,  Pr.ay,  Sibley,  Sweat,  Thacher, 
War'-en,  West,  Weston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Woodward 
—21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams, 
Bearce,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Crowley,  Davis,  Ful- 
ler, Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Long,  McCarty, 
Morse,  Page,  Peabody,  Russell,  Woods— 18. 

WATER  KATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  special 
assignment  for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  "An  ordi- 
nance to  amend  an  ordinance  providing  for 
the  care  and  management  of  the  Boston  Water 
Works"  (City  Doc.  No.  91),  was  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dacey  of 
Ward  20  to  strike  out  the  words  "or  their  agent." 

Mr.  Dacey — So  long  as  the  Cochituate  and  Mys- 
tic water  boards  are  not  united — and  I  hope  they 
will  always  remain  separate — perhaps  it  might  not 
be  well  for  me  to  force  this  amendment,  and  ac- 
cordingly I  withdraw  :t. 

The  amendment  was  v/ithdrawn. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  made  the  motion  to 
specially  assign,  simply  to  secure  time  to  gain  in- 
formation.   I  have  no  olijection  to  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11 — I  do  not  object  to  an  or- 
dinance making  plumbers  responsible  for  imper- 
fect material  or  labor.  But  I  do  think  that  it  is 
an  erroneous  idea  that  there  will  be  a  very  large 
amount  of  water  saved  by  usina:  pan  instead  of 
hopper  closets.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  near- 
all  hopper  closets  in  dwellings  are  placed  in  the 
cellar  or  basement  story,  and  they  are  therefore 
more  liable  to  freeze.  Consequently  the  tempta- 
tion to  let  the  water  run  to  waste  to  prevent  freez- 
ing is  very  areat.  Now  we  all  know  that  bv  rais- 
ing the  pull  to  a  pan  closet,  and  securing  it  there 
by  a  wedge,  you  produce  the  same  result  as  yoa 
would  to  turn  the  faucet  to  a  hopper  closet.  If 
the  plumbing  is  impeifect  in  a  pan  closet,  or  the 
faucet  leaks,  the  water  runs  to  waste  eipially  with 
the  hopper  closet.  Neither  do  I  believe  that  it 
will  be  economy  to  stoj}  the  waste  entirely  in  some 
portions  of  the  city  where  the  drainage  is  low  and 
imperfect  on  account  of  low  grade,  as  no  doubt 
there  would  be  serious  trouble  with  the  sewers  in 
a  very  short  time.  Gentlemen  may  say  that  the 
ordinance  does  not  compel  the  changing  the  hop- 
per to  a  pan  closet,  but  every  person  knows  that  if 
you  charge  one  dollar  for  a  pan  closet  and  ten  dol- 
lars for  a  hopper  closet  it  is  virtually  prohibiting 
the  use  of  the  hopper  closet.  I  think,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  true  policy  for  the  city  of  Boston  is 
to  increase  the  supj)ly  of  water  to  its  citizens,  and 
no  doubt  they  will  cheerfully  submit  to  whatever 
the  expense  may  be. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
djourned. 
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B  O  A  R  U       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    2,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.., 
Alderman  Clark,'Chairman,  pressiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIKMED. 

Police  Officer— Charles  H.  Scollay,  with  rank  f>f 
sergeant,  for  duty  as  mate  on  the  i)olice  boat. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  Department— Byron  F. 
Bragdon,  for  lieutenant;  James  Magee,  for  ser- 
geant. 

Constable— Robert  F.  Files. 

ORDERS  OF    NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  following  orders  of  notice  were  considered: 
On  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Ninth 
street,  between  I  and  K  streets;  on  expeiliency  of 
constructing  a  sewer  in  Emerson  street,  between 
Third  and  Dorchester  streets.  No  one  appeared 
to  object,  and  the  orders  and  the  petitions  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joitit  Committee  on  Claims.  Henry  W. 
Bragg,  to  be  paid  for  services  and  expenses  ren- 
dered to  the  city  of  Charlestown  prior  to  annexa- 
tion. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  paH  of  the 
Board.  A.  P.  Newroan,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  sta- 
ble for  two  more  horses  on  Thorndike  place.  Ward 
15. 

Crane  &  Johnson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  seven  horses  on  Head  street. 

Moses  W.  Cobb,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Summit  avenue. 

J.  Willworth,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Munroe  streCti  No.  84. 

E.  R.  Wilson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twelve  horses  on  Sixth  street,  No.  698. 

Robinson,  Stearns  &  Derby,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  twelve  horses  on  land  of  Butch- 
ers' Slaughtering  Association,  near  North  Beacon 
street. 

J.  B.  V.  Fairbanks,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  five  horses  on  North  Harvard  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Comm,ittee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  William  Holmes,  for  leave  to  remove  a 
tree  in  front  of  No.  1  Bellevue  street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Mrs.  L.  H.  Wing 
for  leave  to  keep  an  intelligence  office  at  25  Bed- 
ford street. 

Herman  Cohen,  for  license  as  auctioneer. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  S.  B.  Pratt  et  al., 
that  the  lamps  on  Forest  Hill  street  near  Morton 
street  be  lighted  each  night. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Isaac  New  et  al., 
that  the  Third-street  sewer  be  extended  from  O  to 
N  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Cummiugs 
et  al.,  for  edgestones  on  London  street  from  No. 
184  to  194. 

Boston  Beer  Co.  et  al.,  that  Bolton  street  be 
graded  and  paved  from  C  to  D  street. 

Edward  Bangs  et  al.,  trustees,  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  Nos.  96,  98  and  100,  and  104  to  130  Water 
street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  for  a  location  of  an 
additional  track  in  Washington  street  from  Boyl- 
ston  street  to  Milk  street ;  also  a  track  in  Milk 
street  from  Washington  to  Hawley  street  or  Arch 
street,  thence  through  Hawlev  or  Arcli  street, 
to  connect  with  the  tracks  of  said  road  now 
laid  in  Summer  street,  with  suitable  curves  and 
connections;  together  with  the  right  to  change 
the  location  of  track  now  laid  in  \\  nshingtou 
street  from  Boylston  street  to  Milk  street. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay 
tracks  as  above  mentioned,  in  connection  with  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Co. 

Ira  A.  Medbury  et  al.,  that  a  street  crossing  and 
cesspool  be  built  at  corner  of  Forest  avenue  and 
Warrei.  street. 

George  Lawton  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company 
into  the  centre  of  Atlantic  avenue  at  its  junction 
with  Federal  street. 

Frank  R.  Jones  et  al.,  for  a  bric'c  sidewalk  on 
Halleck  street,  near  Ruggles  street. 

Mary  G.  P.  Stevens,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
asres  on  Day  street. 

Eliza  M.  Dyer  et  al.,  that  the  grade  of  Blue  Hill 


avenue  from  Jamaica  street  to  the  railroad  be  es- 
tablished. 

Order  to  grant  an  additional  track  to  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  at  foot  of  Levcrett  street. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Walnut  street,  near 
Ericsson  street.  Ward  16. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Russell  court,  "Ward 
15. 

Order  to  pay  Morrill  P.  Berry  S73.15,  for  attend- 
ance as  Constable  at  the  Southern  District  Mu- 
nicipal Court. 

Order  to  give  the  names  of  Waterloo  street  and 
Sydney  place  to  caitain  ways  in  Ward  16. 

Order  to  grade  and  macadamize  Charles  street, 
Ward  16,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  §1000. 

Order  to  lay  sidewalks  at  78-82  Bennington 
street. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  to  allow  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to 
expend  an  additional  amount  of  §800  for  fences, 
etc. 

Order  to  allotv  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  §203.50,  for  the  improvement  of  Eagle 
square.  South  IJoston. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  an  additional  amount  of  §112.50,  for 
purchase  of  loam,  etc. 

Severally  passed  and  sent  up. 

Order  to  amend  section  40  of  the  Rules  and  Reg- 
ulations of  Board  of  Aldermen,  so  as  to  allow  the 
baiting  of  horses  of  licensed  teams  in  the  public 
streets.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  CO.MMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  of  Michr.el  Sheedy,  Henry  Fallon  and 
N.  S.  Wilbur.     Severally  referred. 

Mayor's  message  (City  Doc.  Xo.  88),  suggesting 
that  immediate  action  be  taken  to  secure  addition- 
al water  supply.    Placed  on  file. 

Rei)ort  and  order  for  Mayor  to  join  the  Select- 
men of  Natick  in  a  petition  to  next  Legislature 
for  authority  to  construct  a  sewer  to  divert  the 
waters  of  Pegan  Brook  from  Lake  Cocbituate. 
Order  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  De- 
tition  of  Thomas  McDonough  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  on  Dover-street  Bridge.    Accepted. 

Order'for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  on 
subject  of  regulating  the  transportation  of  cattle 
in  public  streets.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  in  a  new  draft  for  Mayor  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  raise  the 
Dedham-street  territory.  Order  in  new  draft 
passed. 

Rei)ort  nnd  order  to  allow  Joseph  F.  Paul  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Biistol  street.  Order 
jjassed. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  take  land  for  a  public  park  or  parks, 
by  Commissioners  ai)pointed  by  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  tible. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  trust  that  the  Alder- 
man will  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  important  to  pass 
this  order  at  the  present  meeting,  otherwise  the 
sixty  days  in  which  it  is  allowed  to  file  the  peti- 
tion wi'l  have  gone  by.  The  law  requires  that  the 
Mayor  shall  give  sixty  days'  public  rotice  of  the 
petition,  and  if  we  do  not  give  that  notice  we  shall 
have  to  ask  ''he  Legislature  to  suspend  the  rules. 
I,  therefoie,  hope  the  Mayor  will  have  authority 
to  present  this  petition  to  the  next  Legislature  for 
authority  to  take  land  for  parks  in  case  the  Park 
Commission  shall  recommend  the  laying  out  of  a 
paik.  We  have  no  mch  authority  liow  ,  and  this 
order  proposes  to  ask  for  a  law  g'ving  the  com- 
missioners power  to  rake  land  for  jjarks  at  a  fair 
valuation,  iu  case  the  City  Council  should  deem 
such  action  expedient. 

The  Chairman— The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  debatable  exce'it  by  unanimous  consent. 

Alderman  Emery — 1  hope  the  Board  will  think 
proper  to  pass  that  order.  I  can  Sv-e  no  objection 
to  it.  The  subject  must  come  before  the  Council 
for  concurrent  action  before  anything  can  be 
done  in  the  way  of  taking  land  for  paiKs.  This 
order  commits  us  to  no  scheme  for  parks  in  any 
way.  It  is  a  very  similar  order  to  one  before  the 
Board  last  year,  when  it  was  considerably  dis- 
cussed by  some  members.  As  we  have  a  Commis- 
sion on  Paiks,  1  think  the  least  we  can  do  is  to 
obtain  authority,  so  that  if  occasion  demands  it 
land  can  be  taken  by  authority  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. There  can  be  nothing  harmtul  about  the 
order,  as  it  only  asks  to  give  authoiityto  take 
land,  and  commits  us  to  no  scheme  for  a'  park.  I 
hope  the  Board  wih  pass  the  order. 
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Alderman  Cutter — I  made  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  because  like  all  other  cases  which  it  is 
desired  to  push  through  on  their  demerits  iustead 
of  their  merits,  it  is  put  in  here  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, and  i-n  attempt  is  made  to  force  it  through 
without  due  consideration.  I  beg  this  Board  to 
pause  before  they  launch  out  on  this  extravagant 
measure.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  it 
will  do  no  harm.  That  same  remark  is  made  of 
every  order  for  the  iMayor  to  petition  for  legisla- 
tive authority.  I  huve  watcheJ  the  result 
in  this  Board,  and  I  know  that  now  is 
the  time  for  doing  harm.  Pass  this  or- 
der and  we  will  commit  the  city  to  a  large  expen- 
diture and  add  twenty  millions  to  our  debt.  Does 
not  that  do  harm?  We  have  other  large  expendi- 
tures to  make;  we  wdl  have  to  provide  a  Court 
House;  we  must  secure  an  adequate  water  sujjply, 
which  today  is  running  veiy  low.  It  becomes  us 
to  look  out  for  the  necessaries  for  our  families; 
we  must  provide  beef  and  pork  and  other  neces- 
saries btfore  we  indulge  in  luxuries.  It  will  be  in 
bad  taste  for  this  Boird  to  commit  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  this  scheme,  which  is  pushed  by  men  who 
have  land  to  sell;  it  comes  in  here  not  with 
any  public  interest  at  its  back,  but  in  the 
interest  of  private  speculators.  Where  are  your 
petitioners  for  a  park?  Where  is  the  report  of 
your  Park  Commission?  Have  they  given  you 
anv  intelligence  upon  this  subject?  What  were 
they  a])pointed  for  if  it  was  not  to  gain  informa- 
tion upon  this  subject  and  report  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment? \\"e  have  heard  nothing  from  them, 
and  yet  we  are  asked  to  push  this  thing  through 
at  the  last  moment  without  a  moment's  considera- 
tion. I  say  it  is  in  bad  taste  for  this  Board  to  do 
so. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  Alderman 
Cutter  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  further  debate. 

Alderman  Peters — When  I  was  first  elected  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  I  supposed  and  hoped  I 
should  have  the  privilege  of  voting  to  take  some 
steps  towards  the  laying  out  of  a  park  ;  but  as  the 
affairs  of  the  city  are  at  present,  I  shall  vote  to 
lay  this  matter  upon  the  table.  The  important 
subject  of  a  water  sui^ply,  which  must  be  acted 
upon,  will  be  as  much  as  the  city  can  bear  this 
year  in  the  way  of  large  expenditure.  Another 
thing,  the  land  which  the  city  will  want  for  a  park 
is  falling  in  price  today,  and  next  year  it  will  be 
much  cheaper.  I  think  that  as  the  Park  Commis- 
sion have  made  no  report,  perhaps  they  may  con- 
sider i;  inexpedient  to  have  a  park  at  all.  1  think 
this  order  had  better  lie  upon  the  table  till  the 
City  Council  takes  a  supply  of  water. 

Alderman  Power — 1  am  not  over-sensitive  in  re- 
gard to  a  supposed  lack  of  etiquette  m  transact- 
ing city  business ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
Governmer.t  ougnt  to  have  some  little  respect  for 
the  Park  Commissioners.  This  order  is  certainly 
here  without  their  concurrence.  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  was  a  well-known  advocate  of  a  park  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  order  has  his  approval.  It  has  not  mine.  As 
to  the  necessity  of  haste,  there  is  no  doubt  about 
the  Legislature  suspending  the  rules  if  the  city  of 
Boston  goes  there  and  asks  for  action  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter;  so  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  pressing  it  on  that  account. 
I  think  we  should  wait  until  we  get  some  report 
from  the  Park  Commissioners.  The  members  of 
that  commission  have  always  responded  when  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  as  chairman,  has  called  them 
together,  and  I  think  that  if  he  had  deemed  any 
such  action  as  this  necessary  he  would  have  ad- 
vocated it.  But  he  has  not,  or  if  he  has  I  have 
never  heard  of  it.  The  order  should  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  did  not  anticipate 
that  any  discussion  of  the  park  question  would 
come  up  at  this  time,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  one  now.  But  I  do  propose  that  this  Board 
shall  understand  how  this  matter  is  to  stand. 
The  Legislature  has  made  a  law  that  in  every- 
thing that  is  corning  before  it  which  inter- 
feres with  towns  they  shall  have  sixty  days' 
notice.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  there 
is  no  question  about  their  suspending  the  rules. 
There  may  be  no  question  about  it,  but  that  is  not 
what  we  want.  We  want  the  people  to  know 
about  this  matter  of  a  park;  we  w^nt  the  Legisla- 
ture to  know,  sixty  days  beforehand,  that  we  are 
going  to  ask  for  authority  to  take  land  for  a  park. 
We  are  not  committing  the  City  Government  to 
any  scheme ;  nor  wiU  it  commit  the  Alderman 
from  Waru  6  to  one,  and  it  looks  vei-y  much  as  if 
he  were  not  willing  to  trust  the  voters  of  this  city, 


and  as  if  he  was  saying  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Government  that  they  shall  not  get  it  for  another 
year.  I  have  entire  confidence  in  the  voters  of 
Boston.  If  thev  are  not  willing  to  vote  for  a  park, 
they  will  vote  against  it.  I  believe  the  people  of 
Boston  will  have  their  own  way  about  this  thing. 
We  want  to  give  the  notice  that  the  .State  law  says 
the  people  aie  entitled  to  have,  that  we  intend  to 
apply  for  authority  to  take  land  for  a  park  if  the 
people  of  Boston  wish  it— nothing  more.  It  is 
idle  for  us  to  get  up  here  and  discuss  the  general 
subject  of  parks.  That  is  a  subject  for  the  people 
of  Boston  to  discuss.  They  will  take  that  matter 
in  hand  and  discuss  it  themselves,  and  when  they 
make  up  their  minds  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6, 
or  12,  or  14,  will  have  to  obey  their  wishes  or  re- 
tire. The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  says  this  is  a 
scheme  for  laud  sellers.  I  do  not  know  of  one 
land  owner  who  comes  in  here  and  asks  for  a 
park.  It  is  the  people  of  Boston  who  are  debating 
this  question.  Another  member  says  the  Park 
Commissioners  have  not  asked  for  it.  That  is 
true,  but  iu  is  well  known  that  the  commissioners 
have  suggested  that  they  have  no  power  to  take 
land,  and  if  we  want  it  we  must  get  it  from  the 
Legislature.  I  will  illu=itrate  that  by  one  simple 
statement.  When  the  cliairman  of  the  assessors 
went  out  to  what  is  called  Muddy  Brook  Park, 
the  owners  came  to  him  and  told  him  they  had 
land  that  was  peifectly  worthless,  and  they  de- 
sired him  to  assess  it  at  i^lO  per  acre.  He  said  it 
was  worth  much  moie.  The  idea  came  to  him  that 
this  was  a  place  for  a  park,  and  if  we  could  buy 
that  land  for  ?^10  an  acre  we  ought  to  do  it.  He  be- 
lieving that,  goe-  before  the  Park  Commissioners 
and  advocates  it.  li  t:ikes  well  with  the  commis- 
sioners ;  they  think  favorably  of  it;  the  people 
think  favorably  of  it.  What  is  the  result?  One 
gentleman  says,  "You  are  talking  about  flO  an 
acre  for  that  land;  you  cannot  have  it  for  less 
than  $i250  an  acre."  That  is  the  point  to  be  con- 
sidered if  we  are  to  take  land  for  a  park ;  that  is 
the  reason  why  we  want  a  law  and  piopose  to  give 
them  notice,  and  why  we  do  not  want  to  ask  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules.  W^e  want  to  do  the  thing 
fairly  and  squarely,  open  and  above  board;  we 
want  the  people  to  know  what  we  ask,  and  we 
do  not  want  to  go  to  the  Legislature  at  the  last 
moment  and  do  what  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
tries  to  make  it  appear  is  trying  to  be  done  here. 
I  am  sure  that  this  suggestion  came  from  the 
Park  Commissioners  ;  I  believe  the  Mayor  agrees 
with  it ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  although  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  his  views. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  says  he  wants  to  do  everything 
squarely  and  above  board,  and  he  wants  to  give 
the  citizens  and  the  Legislature  information,  and 
he  wants  a  great  many  more  things.  I  would  like 
to  know  what  the  Commissioners  on  Parks  were 
appointed  for,  if  it  was  not  for  that  very  purpose. 
But  the  gentleman  wishes  to  forestall  their 
labors.  If  this  order  has  the  sanction  of  the 
Mayor,  it  puts  it  in  a  worse  light  than  before,  for 
it  seems  that,  failing  to  get  this  thing  before  a 
majority  of  the  commissioners,  they  come  in  here 
and  try  to  get  it  through. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  did  not  say  this  order 
had  been  recommended  by  the  Mayor,  but  I 
thought  he  approved  the  suggestion. 

Alderman  Power — I  understood  the  gentleman 
to  state  that  it  had  the  sanction  of  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  said  I  thought  it 
would  meet  the  sanction  of  the  Mayor  if  we 
passed  it. 

Alderman  Power— That  may  be.  But  the  Park 
Commissioners  were  appointed  to  get  authentic 
information  upon  tnis  subject.  We  have  lield 
many  meetings,  plans  have  been  proposed  and 
submitted,  and  the  case  is  something  like  that  of 
a  site  for  a  Court  House — we  cannot  get  two  people 
to  agree.  The  gentleman  says  he  does  not  know 
of  any  land  owners  advocating  a  park.  I  can  say 
from  my  own  experience  that  a  pretty  good  sprin- 
kling of  land  specidators  were  at  those  hearings. 
We  have  responded  to  the  call  of  his  Honor  tne 
Mayor  and  attended  all  the  meetings;  and  when 
he  thinks  it  is  the  proper  time  to  ask  for  this  au- 
thority I  believe  the  Mayor  will  call  the  commis- 
sion together  for  that  purpose.  I  think  a  report 
from    them  would  be  more  appropriate.      If  the 

gentleman  will  put  in  an  order  of  inquiry,  I  should 
ave  no  objection.  But  I  think  this  order  had 
better  lie  on  the  table  until  that  is  done.  The 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  give  informa- 
tion, and  they  are  the  most  competent  to  pass 
upon  this  subject.  When  you  get  a  report  from 
them  you  will  know  what  authority  to  ask  for. 
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Aldennan  Wortliington— 1  fully  agree  with  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  what  the 
commissioners  were  appointed  for.  They  were  to 
recommend  what  lands  shoidd  be  taken.  But  they 
have  suggested  that  the  commission  has  no  au- 
thority to  take  laniis,  and  a  gentleman  in  the  other 
branch  has  put  in  this  order  to  secure  that 
autnority.  They  can  now  only  look  at  a  i)iece  of 
land  and  say  that  i*  is  suitable  for  a  park.  Is  it 
wise  to  be  prepared  to  do  a  certain  thing? 
If  we  go  to  the  Legislature  we  must  com- 
ply with  a  certain  law;  otherwise  we  can  do 
nothing.  The  commissiom'rs  are  doing  all  that 
they  were  appointed  to  do ;  but  they  have  no 
authority  to  go  to  the  Legi--lature.  It  i«  not  their 
business  to  come  to  us  and  ask  us  to  go  to  the 
Legislature.  It  is  our  business  to  go  there  and 
obtain  the  authority  to  authorize  them  to  take 
lands. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  stated  bow  safe  it  was  to  rely  on  the 
people's  vote.  It  is  generally  so;  but  it  is  not  so 
when  The  people  are  not  properly  educated.  VVheu 
the  people  have  been  educated  iii  this  matter  by 
the  press,  who  are  interested  iu  the  lands,  and 
speculate  in  them,  then,  I  say,  it  is  not  safe  to 
trust  the  people.  How  was  it  about  Brighton? 
The  Selectmen  recommended  the  purchase  of  Wil- 
son's Hotel  for  ttfiy  per  cent,  more  tnau  it  is 
■worth  ;  they  did  not  need  it;  they  called  a  town 
meeting  and  it  was  voted.  1  say  the  people  are 
often  deceived  by  the  press,  because  an  interested 
press  has  taken  hold  of  this  matter.  Then,  I  think  it 
is  better  for  this  Park  Commission  to  speak  upon 
this  matter  than  for  us  to  pass  it  first ;  and  it  had 
better  be  referred  to  them.  It  will  do  no  harm  if 
it  lies  over  another  year.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  17  says,  land  has  been  falling,  and  it 
will  keep  on.  Every  day's  delay  will  be  money 
saved. 

Aldennan  Worthington— I  am  somewhat  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  gentleman  speak  of  the  press 
speculating  in  land.  I  never  knew  a  member  of 
the  press  to  speculate  in  land.  They  have  other 
business  that  must  be  attended  to,  and  which  re- 
quires all  their  time.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
one  or  two  members  of  the  press  have  left 
their  business  to  attend  to  other  mattter,  much 
to  their  disadvantaee.  But  I  never  knew 
any  of  them  to  speculate  in  lands.  1  know 
that  there  is  no  member  of  the  press  today  who  is 
advocating  a  park  with  the  iilea  of  making  a  dol- 
lar out  of  it ;  on  the  contrary  it  looks  as  if  certain 
large  real  estate  owners  are'trying  to  prevent  this 
thing  for  fear  they  will  have  to  pay  taxes  for  an 
improvement  which  the  people  wish  to  secure  in 
order  to  promote  the  public  good  and  health  here- 
after. We  are  not  legislating  for  the  present 
time.  We  should  be  wise  now,  that  those  who  fol- 
low us  may  be  benefited  by  what  we  do.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  sjsoke  of  what  was  done 
by  this  commission.  If  he  had  been  posted 
he  would  have  seen  that  a  member  of  this 
commission  offered  this  order  m  the  Council 
and  advocated  it,  and  it  was  carried  through,  i 
do  not  know  what  the  purchase  of  the  hotel  in 
Brighton  has  to  do  with  the  park  or  the  wisdom  or 
education  of  the  peoi)le.  I  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Brighton  were  wiser  than  the  people  of 
Boston.  They  looked  out  to  see  that  they  had 
proper  buildings.  Look  at  their  engine  house, 
schoolhouses  and  Public  Libiary.  iJid  they  not 
prepare  themselves  with  what  they  wanted  before 
coming  into  Boston?  Were  they  not  well  pre- 
pared? I  remember  the  story  of  an  old  gentle- 
man who  took  what  pay  he  wanted  before  he  asked 
for  it.  'They  took  what  they  wanted,  and  the  city 
has  got  to  pay  for  it.  And  they  were  wise  in  buy- 
ing that  hotel,  which  the  Committee  on  Paving 
are  now  using  to  a  good  juirpose. 

Alderman  Peters— Another  reason  is  the  extrav- 
agant valuation  of  land  by  tae  assessors.  If  land 
is  to  be  taken  it  will  be  at  the  valuation  at  which 
the  city  receives  taxes  from  it.  The  land  that  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands  speaks  of  is  not 
land  at  all;  it  is  a  large  district  covered  with  rock. 
I  think  the  gentleman's  argument  about  Brighton 
is  wr.">ng.  The  peoi)le  of  Boston  voted  to  take 
Brighton  in  and  pay  the  bills. 

Ai  lerman  Emery— I  regret  that  members  have 
gone  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  park  ques- 
tion at  this  time.  It  is  not  our  duty  to  do  so  now. 
I  care  not  what  the  opinions  of  this  iiiau  or  that 
may  be  upon  the  necessity  of  a  park  at  this  time; 
but  I  do  think  this  Government  ought  to  have  the 
right  at  all  times,  whenever  they  think  it  proper, 
to  take  such  land  as  may  be  necessary  for  a  park. 
There  is  no  reason— none  can   be  given— why  the 


people  should  have  legislation  giving  them  that 
right.  That  question  cannot  be  successfully  dis- 
puted. Tbe  Park  Commission '.tave  had  no  occasion 
to  ask  for  this  authority;  the  Legislature  has  not 
been  in  session.  But  now  is  the  time  to  have  the 
authority,  so  that  if  occasion  offers,  the  land  may 
be  taken  if  the  city  deems  it  best  to  do  so  The 
people  do  not  want  their  hands  tied  in  this  matter. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  people  generally  would  pre- 
fer that  we  should  have  this  authority,  and  I  hope 
the  order  wili  pass. 

Alderman  Hall — I  shall  oppose  this  order,  after 
hearing  this  discussion,  for  this  reason.  It 
is  to  give  the  Mayor  power  to  apjjoint  three  com- 
missioners whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  land.  If 
that  is  not  the  meaning  of  it,  I  do  not  know  the 
meaning  of  words.  [The  Alderman  read  the  or- 
der.]   Is  that  a  republican  form  of  government? 

Alderman  Emery— Are  they  not  suliject  to  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council  ? 

Alderman  Hall — But  is  that  a  republican  form 
cf  government?  That  is  what  you  piopose  to  do. 
I  am  not  going  to  vote  for  any" order  to  aUow  the 
Mayor  to  appoint  any  more  commissioners.  If  we 
are  to  have  commissions  let  them  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  peojile,  so  as  to  be  removed  at  any 
time. 

Alderman  Cutter  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

Alderman  Worthington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas 
8,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Hall, 
Prescott,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldei  men  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Worth- 
ington— 4. 

Report  and  order  in  a  new  draft  to  connect  the 
stand  pine  in  the  Public  Library  Building  with  the 
high  service,  at  a  cost  of  $2500,  to  be  transfei-ed 
from  the  Reserved  Fund.  Order  jiassed — yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relating  to 
water  rates.    (City  Doc.  No.  91.)    Passed. 

Request  of  Board  of  Health  for  transfer  of 
$1200  from  item  of  "Quarantine"  to  item  "Steam- 
er Samuel  Little."  Referred  to  the  Joint  Commit 
tee  on  Health. 

COMMUNICATIONS    FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Resignation.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Abijah  R.  Tewksbury  resigning  the  office  of 
Ballast  Inspector,  on  account  or  bodily  infirmity, 
and  reqiiesting  an  examination  of  the  doings 
of  his  ofhce  by  a  committee  of  the  City  Council. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor,  and  sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  Re- 
port for  quarter  ending  Oct.  31— Cash  received  for 
rent  of  stalls,  ,$13,340.25;  do.  for  stalls,  $6920.25; 
do.  for  permanent  outside  stands,  $74.74;  total  re- 
ceipts, 127,166.86,  which  were  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury.   Placed  on  file. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Communications 
transmitting  schedules  of  cost  of  constructing 
sewers  in  the  following-named  streets:  North  An- 
derson, Emerson,  Paris,  Prescott.  Third,  Regent 
and  Circuit,  Ericsson,  Adams,  Bird,  Princeton, 
Waterford,  Chelsea  and  Putnam,  Mecnanie,  West- 
minster and  Sterling,  Walnut  avenue.  Circuit 
and  Fountain,    Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

BONDS  APPKOTED. 

The  bonds  of  Franklin  T.  Rose  r.nd  several 
other  constables  v,  ere  presented,  duly  certified  by 
the  City  Treasurer,  and  were  ap;  roved  by  the 
Board . 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  reports  severally  recommen>i- 
iiig  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  W.  EUiot 
Woodward,  to  be  compensated  for  damagf's  on 
account  of  alleged  breach  of  contract  witb  the 
city;  and  on  petition  of  Catherine  Kisker,  to  be 
comp»^nsated  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 
alleged  defect  in  HaUeck  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

I'AVING  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  with  the  following  orders ; 

Order  to  pay  Henry  A.  Johnson  $7000,  for  grade 
damages  at  23  and  25  Kilby  street,  caused  by  rais- 
ing the  grade  of  said  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestoncs  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  H  street,  between  Broad- 
way and  Emerson  street,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Athens  street,  between  B  and  C 
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streets,  witb  burnettized  spruce  blocks ;  also,  to 
furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  side- 
walks on  said  street.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Supeiintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  H  street,  between  Broadway  and 
Emerson  street,  and  report  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
to  this  Board. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  siclewalks  on  Brooks  street, 
between  Saratoga  and  Chelsea  streets,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Prescott  street, 
between  Saratoga  and  Trenton  streets,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  qf  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  the  unpaved  sidewalks  on 
Bennington  street,  between  Central  square  and 
Marion  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof. 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Power,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
Mary  Dimmock,  wife  of  Samuel  Dimmock,  to  re- 
move all  obstructions  in  front  of  her  estate  on 
Magazine  street  extending  over  the  line  of  said 
street,  within  ten  days;  and  in  default  thereof  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to 
remove  said  obstructions  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner  thereof. 

Passed. 

HORSE     RAILROAD     TRACKS     IN     WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports — 

Ou  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  for  additional  locations  in  Washiugion, 
Milk  aud  other  streets— Report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
the  subject  Monday,  Nov.  23,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M-, 
when  any  person  objecting  to  the  granting  of 
said  petition  may  appear  and  be  heard. 

On  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad,  for  location 
of  tracks  in  Haymaiket  square,  given  to  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  Jure  29,  1874 — Report  with 
order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday, 
Nov,  23,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  all  parties  ob- 
jecting to  uhe  granting  of  said  petition  may  ap- 
pear and  be  heard. 

On  petition  of  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Company  for 
consent  and  authority  to  dig  up  and  open  the 
grounds  in  any  of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways 
of  the  city  fertile  purpose  of  laying  gas  mains, 
etc. — Report,  with  an  order  of  notice  for  a  healing 
on  Monday,  Nov.  9,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when 
any  person  objecting  to  the  granting  of  said  peti- 
tion may  appear  and  be  heard. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

Reports,  severally  recoraniending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Mary  E.  Murphy,  for  grade 
damages  on  Silver  street;  A.  F.  Upton  ei  r/(.,  for 
flagstone  crossings  on  Tremout  street,  betweei^ 
Dover  street  and  Chester  square;  A.  D.  Williams, 
for  edgestones  on  portions  of  Perry  court,  for  the 
reason  that  Peri-y  court  is  not  a  public  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Proctor  &  Jones,  for  leave 
to  use  a  hoisting  beam  at  corner  of  Charles  and 
Leverett  streetJT,  recommending  that  a  license  be 
granted  upon  the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

The  chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  refprred  the  request  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Armories  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $oOOO,  submitted  a  report  with  follow- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories  the 
sum  of  $5000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Peters— I  see  by  the  request  of  the 
committee  that  only  $2105.15  was  asked  for,  but 
the  order  says  .§.5000. 

Alderman  Worthin^iton — The  two  thousand  dol- 
lars is  the  actual  amount  we  are  bound  to  pay  out 
today.  We  must  have  that  amount  to  pay  the 
bills.  There  are  other  expenses  to  be  incurred  be- 
tween this  and  next  May  that  we  must  meet;  but 
it  is  the  feeling  of  the  committee  that  they  will 
not  spend  any  more  money  than  they  are'com- 
pelled  to  bv  the  law  of  the  State.  I  have  a  letter 
m  my  pocket  from  the  Adjutant  General  condem- 


ning three  armories,  and  requiring  that  they  shall 
be  put  in  order  by  the  city  of  Boston.  If  we  put 
them  in  order  we  shall  have  to  spend  I  know  not 
how  much  money.  The  State  law  compels  us  to 
furnish  closets  for  the  uniforms  and  gun  racks. 
If  we  are  required  to  do  that  we  may  have  to  come 
to  this  Board  for  an  addition  to  this  $5000.' 

Alderman  Peters — Does  the  State  pay  back  any 
money  to  the  city? 

Alderman  Worthington— The  State  pays  back 
$600  rent  for  each  armory  per  year,  but  it  does  not 
repay  us  for  the  repairs  and  putting  in  closets  and 
gun  racks.  They  pay  back  for  rent  of  Major's 
headquarters,  such  as  we  gave  Major  Gaul  last 
week,  $300  per  year.  We  are  now  paying  (in  addi- 
tion to  the  rents  paid  for  the  occupation  of  armo- 
ries in  the  city  last  year)  $300  per  annum  for  an 
armory  in  West  Roxbury  and  $2400  for  rents  of 
armories  in  the  Charlestown  District.  We  have 
also  paid  for  repairing  and  properly  fitting  up 
armories  in  Charlestown  $1225  the  present  season. 
The  repairs  mentioned  were  in  every  case  a  neces- 
sity, and  ought  to  have  been  attended  to  before. 
Thus,  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  and  di- 
rectly on  account  of  annexation  amount  to  $3925 
— this  sum  of  course  being  in  addition  to  the  reg- 
ular and  growing  expenses  of  rents  and  repairs 
for  the  armories  located  in  the  city  proper,  Rox- 
bury, East  Boston  and  Dorchester.  "  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  the  committee  thought  that  it 
was  barely  possible  that  an  appropriation  of 
$25,000  would  be  sufficient,  and  asked  for  only 
that  sum.  But  during  the  spring  the  militia  act 
was  amended  by  the  State  Legislature,  and  there 
is  now  a  strict  law  regarding  the  disposition  and 
care  of  uniforms  and  proper  places  being  provid- 
ed for  them  in  armories,  which  latter  the  city  are 
bound  to  furnish  ai.d  fit  up  suitably.  New  uni- 
forms have  been  issued  to  a  large  inimber  of  com- 
panies, and  of  course  proper  places  in  which  to 
bestow  tbem  were  promptly  petitioned  for  by  the 
several  companies,  and  various  sums  of  money 
had  to  be  appropriated  in  order  to  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case.  The  appropriation  of  $600  for 
repairing  and  fitting  up  the  East  Boston  Armory 
Building  was  rendered  necessary  on  account  of  the 
partial  destruction  of  the  building  by  flre.  Last 
year,  with  an  appropriation  of  §23,000,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories  had  twenty-eight  armories — 
including  battalion  headquarters— to  juovide  for. 
This  year  the  committee,  with  $25,000,  have  thirty- 
eight  armories  to  provide  for.  The  natural  and 
proportionate  increase  of  expenses  in  the  depart- 
ment would  be  something  like  $8000  over  last 
year.  If  the  .§5000  additional,  which  the  commit- 
tee now  ask  for,  is  granted,  the  expense  will 
amount  to  only  $7000  over  last  year. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0— and  sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow ,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Amusement  Licen.'-es  Granted— Sherwood  Healy, 
to  hold  a  fair  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  on 
and  after  Nov.  16,  for  about  four  weeks;  B.  S. 
Washburn,  to  exhibit  dancing  and  magic  at  Curtis 
Hall  on  Nov.  19;  Richiugs  troupe,  to  give  concerts 
at  Tremont  Temple  for  a  week  from  Nov.  2. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Henry  W.  Shepard,  355 
Main  street,  Charlestown ;  Albert  E.  Shaw,  18 
Kneeland  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Willir.m  Harlow,  154 
Dorchester  avenue;  George  Young,  166  State 
street;  John  Twomey,  170  London  street;  Daniel 
Magrath,  42  Norfolk  avenue;  Stephen  Brennan, 
3  Gouch  street ;  Bent  &  Cady  and  three  others 
(transfers). 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Stephen  Grady, 
2  Decatur  street;  Bartholomew  Shehan,  959  Ti-e- 
mont  street;  J.  N.  Healy,  365  Federal  street;  Stur- 
gis  &  Coleman,  57  Marginal  street;  Smith  &  Un- 
derwood, 9  and  11  Exchange  place ;  Horace  M. 
Barlow,  801  Tremont  street. 

Tunholder's  License  Granted— C.  H.  Sherman,  3T 
Green  street 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — B.  F.  Tavlor.  34 
Crescent  place ;  Frank  A.  Cas\Tell,59  and  61  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  E.Lienemann,  15 Eliot  street;  I'hilip 
Cohen,  1092  Washington  street. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Refused— J.  "W.  ITunkett, 
8  Chickering  place;  Asa  Swett  &  Co.,  206  and  20S 
Eliot  street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Eliza  A.  Roberti 
5  Phillips  street ;  Edgar  Foster,  607  Washington 
street;  Mrs.  J.  R.  Dickson,  Elson  Hall,  Ward  17. 

Minors  Applications  Granted  —  seven  news- 
boys. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— James  A.  Riedell  (two 
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hacks),  121)  Eliot  street;  M.  J.  Reardon,  corn»r 
Daitiuoutli  and  15eacoii  streets ;  Frank  J.  Ellis, 
corner  Clarendon  aad  Marlboiougli  streets;  IJos- 
ton  Hotel  Coach  (.'ompany  and  others  (transfers). 

Severallv  acccpteil. 

Ortlered,  I  liat  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
Frank  Libby,  a  minor,  to  sell  pai^ers,  be  revoked 
for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SMOKING   IN   WAUD1W)0MS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  oh 
Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  W.  F.  Mallalieu  and  others,  that  smoking 
be  prohibited  in  the  wardroom  of  Ward  12  on 
election  days,  !-ubmitted  a  report  that  the  control 
of  wardroonis  on  election  day  is  in  the  hanos  of 
the  ward  officers,  and  does  not  belong,  in  their 
judgment,  to  the  Committee  or  Superintendent  of 
Public  Budtliugs.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  granting 
petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  and  boil- 
ers as  follows:  Uobert  Frampron,  Boylston  street, 
"Ward  17;  Torter  &  Co.,  613  Atlantic  avenue; 
George  &  I'loctor,  corner  of  K  and  First  streets. 
Severally  accepted. 

FANEUIL      HALL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  submitted  a  report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  L.  Foster  Morse  et  al.,  for  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  3,  after 
the  hall  is  vacated  by  the  ward  officers.  Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Burnham  Wardwell  lor  free  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall.    Accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  grant'ng  petitions  for  leave  to 
occupy  stable?,  as  follows :  Elmer  C.  Gordon,  No. 
1  Thornton  place ;  T.  Kelly,  36  Elmore  street;  John 
Green,  North  Beacon  street;  Robert  McMurty, 
North  Beacon  street,  corner  of  Gordon;  John 
Devine,  on  Keys  lot.  Eighth  street,  near  South 
street,  Ward  17;  Charles  Simmons,  Berry  street, 
near  Central  street.  Ward  17;  Patrick  Conboy, 
Keyes  street,  near  Centre  street;  C.  Camfell  & 
Son,  on  private  way,  off  Walk  Hill  street ;  F.  D. 
Osgood,  56  Cedar  street.  Ward  15.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

STREET  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  and  re- 
ports as  follows : 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages— Fifty  Asso- 
ciates, $2550,  widening  Washington  street  at  Elm 
street;  Fifty  Associates,  §3010,  widening  Brattle 
street;  D.  B.  Flint,  $297.91,  widening  Cottage 
street;  Charles  F.  Bradford,  $2587.50,  widening 
Shawmut  avenue  (now  Washington  street).  Sev- 
erally read  once.  . 

Rei>ort  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  C.  H.  B.  Breck,  guardian,  for  abate- 
ment of  betterment  assessment  on  Bigelow  street; 
and  report  that  no  further  action  is  re(iuired  on 
petition  of  Daniel  Norton,  Jr.,  rt  a?.,  that  the  or- 
der to  quit  on  132-166  Broad  street  be  rescinded, 
as  the  widening  of  the  street  has  been  completed 
ami  the  building  disposed  of.    Severally  accepted. 

THE  U  ABB  OB. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  re- 
port on  petitiou  of  George  F.  Tewksbury  for  leave 
to  remove  ballast  fioin  Winthrop  Beach,  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw,  as  the  city  has  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter  of  the  peti- 
tion.   Accepted. 

SEWEES. 

Alderman  Pawer,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  orders  as  follows : 

Orders  directing  the  Supenatendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  common  sewers  as  follows :  In  Ninth 
street,  between  1  and  K  streets ;  in  Emerson  street, 
between  Dorchester  and  Third  streets. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  George  H.  Williams  and  Charles  F. 
CurtLs  $3;ti).34,  for  land  and  damages  occasioned  by 
the  Improvement  of  Stony  Brook,  by  order  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Stony  Brook  of  the  town  of 
West  Roxburj,Dec.  10,  1872.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 


SUKVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
reports  as  follows : 

R'^port  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Samuel  Little  i-t  al.,  for  extension  of 
the  buihling  limits.     Accepted,  and  sent  up. 

Report  recommending  tlie  passage  of  an  order 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  peimit  to  J.  Homer 
Pierce  to  ei  ect  a  wooden  ou^lding  on  Clayton  street, 
Ward  16.    Order  passed  and  sent  down. 

PUMPING  ENGINES  AT  LAKE   COCHITUATE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be- 
and  ic  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  and  oper- 
ate pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  for  the  use  of  the  city,  the  expense  to  be 
chaiged  to  ihe  appropriation  for  the  Boston 
Water  Works. 

Alderman  Stebbins — My  attention  was  called  to 
the  necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  order  by  the 
President  of  the  Water  Boaru  and  the  Auditor, 
that  the  board  might  be  authorized  to  make  the 
expenditure  required,  the  ordinance  providing 
that  no  board  shall  spend  money  for  any  purpose 
except  what  is  specified  at  tbe  beginning  of 
the  year,  unless  auchorized  by  the  City  Council. 
No  appropriation  for  this  contingency  was  made 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  I  move  thai  the 
order  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Hall— Have  >,he  Cochituate  Water 
Board  authority  to  connect  with  the  pipes  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  and  use  the  Mystic  water  at 
this  time  witliout  any  additional  legislation  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  understand  that  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board  have  taken  action  on  that 
matter  within  a  day  or  two,  and  requested  the 
Mystic  Board  to  open  the  gate,  if  they  have  any 
water  to  spare,  and  relieve  as  in  our  emergency. 
Whether  any  reply  has  been  received  to  the  re- 
quest I  do  not  know.  I  presume,  however,  that  if 
they  have  any  water  to  spare  they  will  dc  so. 

Alderman  Hall — That  does  not  answer  my  ques- 
tion. I  asked  if  the  City  Council  has  power  to 
order  them  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Stebbins — That  is  to  be  arranged  by 
the  two  boards.  Of  course  any  order  passed  by 
the  Citv  Council  will  he  binding  upon  either 
board. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  a  UiCmber  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board  I  would  state  that  a  communica- 
tion has  been  sent  to  the  Mystic  Water  Board  to 
state  if  they  can  let  us  have  any  water,  and  if  any 
how  much;  but  that  cnmmunic'ation  has  not  been 
answered  as  yet. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  was 
read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

SMITH'S  BIDING  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  Alderman 
Power's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  granting 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  J.  M.  Smith,  for 
a  riding-school  stable  in  rear  of  1043  Washington 
street,  vvas  taken  from  the  table. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  Alderman 
Brooks  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  on  the  part  of  tne  Board. 

Alderman  Hall — I  think  the  Board  wiU  allow  me 
a  few  remarks  upon  this  question,  inasmuch  as  we 
had  so  many  pleasant  words  a  few  months  since. 
The  other  (lay  1  received  a  polite  note 
from  the  owver,  requesting  me  to  visit 
that  stable,  and  I  did  so.  1  found  the  building  well 
constructed,  with  one  exception.  There  is  no 
manure  pit  in  the  building,  nor  a  chimney  to  re- 
move the  ammonia  arising  from  the  manure.  At 
the  present  time  they  are  keeping  some  twenty 
horses  m  an  old,  half  loru-dowai  building,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  better  for  the  neighbomood  if 
that  old  building  were  torn  down  and  the  horses 
kept  in  the  other  one,  provided  they  build  a  chim- 
ney such  as  they  have  in  all  modern  structures  of 
that  kind.  In  that  case  I  should  be  very  happy  to 
vote  to  give  them  leave  to  occupy  the  stable. 

The  report  was  recommitted. 

ELECTION  KETUENS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  when  the  Board  adjourns  it  be  to 
meet  on  Thursday,  Nov.  5,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  returns  of  votes  to  be  cast  at  the  State 
elf  ction  tomorrow. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Stebbins,  Peters  and 
Bigelow  were  appointed  said  committee. 
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THE    LATE    ASSISTANT    SUPERINTENDENT    OF    XHE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  Chairman  suhmitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  late  William  A. 
"Wheeler,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Library,  be  made  to  the  first  day  of  February 
next,  and  paid  to  his  widow ;  said  allowance  to  be 
charged  i,o  the  appropriation  for  the  Public 
Library. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL  MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  reco  m 
mending  the  approval  of  the  transfer  of  lease  of 
Stall  No.  4,  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  from  Ira 
W.  Hill  to  Kidder  &  Legg,  aud  the  change  of 
business  thereby.    Accepted. 

THE  VACANCIES    IN    THE    COCHITUATE  WATER 
BOARD. 

Aldei-man  Power— Some  time  last  January  there 
was  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  members 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  By  section  10  of 
the  Joint  Rules  and  Orders,  committees  are  re- 
q^uired  to  report  in  four  weeks  or  ask  for  further 
time.  As  that  committee  has  had  ample  time,  and 
1  should  not  suppose  that  they  would  require 
much  more,  I  move  that  they  be  required  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  motion,  but,  beiog  chairman  of 
the  committee,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state  the 
reason  why  the  report  has  not  been  made.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  early  in  this  year  a  report 
■was  made  to  the  City  Council  recommending  the 
reorganization  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
and  subsequently  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  this 
Board  and  sent  to  the  other  branch, where  it  is  still 
pending.  It  was  thought  by  members  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  members  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board  that  it  would  be  hardly  courte- 
ous to  recommend  the  election  of  persons  to  serve 
on  that  board  while  the  matter  of  the  reorganiza- 
tion was  still  pf^ndiug.  The  ordinance  is  stiU  lia- 
ble to  be  called  up  ar.d  acted  upon  at  any  time. 
Again,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  competent  per- 
sons to  take  an  office  of  such  an  uncertain  tenure. 
We  might  elect  them  today,  aud  the  ordinance 
might  be  taken  up  m  the  other  branch,  though,  of 
course,  the  terms  of  office  of  the  newly 
elected  members  would  then  close.  For 
these  reasons  no  report  has  been  made. 
I  think  it  would  hardly  be  courteous  to  call  upon 
the  committee  to  make  a  renort  until  final  action 
on  the  ordinance  is  taken  by  the  other  branch. 
The  nominations  must  go  to  the  other  branch  first, 
as  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tee originated  there,  so  that  the  part  of  the  Alder- 
man's motion  requiring  them  to  report  to  this 
Board  would  be  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  all  the  members  of  the 
Water  Board  were  to  resign  would  it  be  discourte- 
ous to  elect  new  members? 

Alderman  Stebbins — That  is  a  different  state  of 
things  from  what  exists.  No  members  have  re- 
signed. The  terms  of  the  chairman  and  two  oth- 
er members  have  expired,  as  have  also  the  terms 
of  three  members  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 
though  I  do  not  know  that  this  special  committee 
have  power  to  make  nominations  to  fiU  vacancies 
in  that  board.  If  the  members  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  had  resigned,  or  if  they  were  incom- 
petent to  do  service,  that  would  be  difierent;  but 
they  .are  still  doing  and  have  doae  a  large  amount 
of  service  for  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  no  act  of  discourtesy  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
that  board.  If  I  am  "rightly  informed,  certain 
members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  do  not 
act  and  have  not  f'Cted  on  that  board  for  some 
time ;  therefore  they  have  to  choose  a  temporary 
President  at  each  meeting.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  matter  should  be  acted  upon  now.  The  Pres- 
ident of  that  board,  I  understand,  is  out  of  health 
and  is  very  seldom  at  any  of  the  meetings.  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  report 
nominations  to  till  the  vacancies  in  that  board. 

A.lderman  Peters — It  might  have  been  discourt- 
eous for  the  committee  to  report  if  the  ordinance 
had  been  passed  by  both  branches,  but  1  do  not 
think  it  will  be  if  they  are  ordered  to  do  so  by  the 
City  Council. 

Alderman  Power — That  does  not  alter  section  10 
of  the  joint  rules.  It  seems  to  me  tliat  the  com- 
position of  this  Water  Board  is  what  is  going  to 
decide  this  question  of  whether  taere  is  to  be  a 
new  regime  or  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  was 
a  want  of  confidence  in  that  board,  or  else  there 
never  would  have  been  an  attempt    to  make  a 


change.  No  one  can  deny  that  there  is  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 
It  IS  a  matter  of  great  doubt  when  that 
matter  will  be  acted  upon.  If  some  gentle- 
men in  whom  the  community  had  full  and  im- 
plicit confidence  were  selected  to  fill  that  place, 
no  change  would  be  likely  to  be  called  for,  and, 
therefore,  1  think  there  should  no  longer  be  any 
delay  in  this  matter.  There  are  plenty  of  men  in 
the  city  of  Boston  who  are  competent  to  fill  the 
positions,  and  if  such  men  are  chosen  it  will  not 
be  found  necessary  to  make  a  change  in  the 
present  organization.  With  orders  for  .'};20,000 
for  puirqjs,  etc.,  coming  in  here,  it  shows  the 
necessity  of  having  a  full  AVater  Board.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  President  of  that  board  is 
unfitted  by  illness  to  attend  to  his  duties.  Now 
that  we  are  threatened  with  a  water  famine,  we 
should  have  the  best  talent  aud  knowledge  we  can 
get  in  the  management  of  this  board.  The 
committee  ought  to  make  a  report  at  least — 
if  not  to  this  Board,  to  the  other  branch.  I 
will  change  my  motion  so  that  they  shall 
be  required  to  report  to  the  Common  Council 
at  the  next  meeting.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
inv  delay.  We  mignt  as  well  meet  the  question 
now.  The  public  have  not  confidence  in  the 
present  Water  Board.  If  we  can  get  men  the 
public  have  confidence  in,  I  think  the  whole  evil 
will  be  remedied,  and  there  will  be  no  need  of  a 
commission.  There  are  gentlemen  of  acknowl- 
edged ability  and  integrity  who  will  acceiat  these 
positions  if  tendered  to  them.  Such  men  have 
been  obtained,  andean  be  got  again.  I  think  it 
highly  important  that  action  should  be  taken  at 
this  time 

Alderman  Peters— I  suggest  an  amendment  to 
the  motion,  requiring  them  to  report  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  on  Nov.  12. 

Alderman  Power— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Alderm  m  Stebbins— It  was  noi.  on  account  of 
any  incompetency  on  the  part  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Boaid  that  the  changes  in  the  ordinance 
were  suggested.  It  was  from  the  suggestions  of 
members  of  the  present  board  and  every  living- 
past  President.  They  urged  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing a  small,  compact  board  to  manage'that  im- 
portant department.  That  was  the  testimony  of 
every  ex-Fresident  who  appeared  before  thejcbm- 
wiittee.  They  united  in  saying  that  it  was  too  much 
,o  ask  of  any  set  of  men  to  give  their  time  without 
pay  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  perform  that  duty, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  entire 
time  will  be  required  for  the  next  five  years. 
The  members  of  the  present  Water  Board 
are  not  resi)onsible  for  (he  water  famine 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  alludes  to. 
Had  the  advice  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
been  taken  we  should  not  have  been  in  the  condi- 
tion we  are  today.  They  have  been  united  for  sev- 
eral years  jjast:  they  have  agreed  substantially  in 
the  recommenclarioiis  of  the  Board,  and  are  in  no 
way  responsible  for  the  condition  that  we  find  our- 
selves in  today — short  of  water.  I  apprehend  that 
if  we  fill  the  Vacancies  we  shall  still  need  more 
water,  and  we  shall  have  ro  have  it,  whetlier  we 
pump  it  from  Lalie  Cochituate  or  take  it  from 
Sudbury  Riyei. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  his  motion  in  the 
following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  special  committee  appointed 
to  nominate  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
B<.ard  be  directed  to  rejjort  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, on  Nov.  12,  suitable  candidates  to  fill  the  ex- 
isting vacancies  in  the  Cochituate  Board. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

STANDPIPES  FOR  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Alderman  Worthington — Some  two  or  three 
months  ago  an  order  was  put  into  this  Board  ask- 
ing the  Joint  Committee  on  rul)Iic  Buildings  tc 
consider  the  exi)ediency  of  placini;-  standpipes  in 
the  public  schoolhouses  of  the  city  for  protection 
against  fire.  I  would  like  to  inquire  what  action 
has  been  taken  upon  it. 

Alderman  Emery — The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  have  haii  that  matter  under  considera- 
tion at  different  times,  but  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  rei)Ovt  in  full  as  to  the  expediency  of  intro- 
ducing such  stnndpipes  in  the  schoolhouses.  Va- 
rious considerations  enter  into  that  matter.  Stand- 
pipes  are  of  very  little  use  unless  thev  have  a 
steam  pump  or  something  of  that  kind  connected 
with  them,  or  are  operated  by  the  high  service. 
The  committee  will  probably'  i-eport  in  relation  to 
that  matter  within  a  short  time. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Nov.  5  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 


GOO 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    5,    1874. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  four  o'clock  r.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-four  traverse  jurors  (sei'ond  series)  were 
drawn  for  the  Superior  Court  (first  session),  Octo- 
ber term,  and  eight  additional  traverse  jurors 
were  drawn  for  the  November  term  of  the  Superior 
Criininxl  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Vommittee  on  Pavin;/.  Trinity  Church  et 
rt?.,  for  a  plank  sidewalk  on  tiie  northerly  side  of 
Hoylston  street,  near  Clarendon  street. 

Jane  Delaney  et  al.,  to  be  jjaid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  42G-130  Saratoga  street. 

John  Spillane  et  al.,  to  be  pai.d  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Bennington  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  arid  Inspec- 
tion of  BuiltJhiffs.  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooilen  I  uilding  on  Warwick  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  J.  EUeiy  Piper,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wood- 
en stable  for  twelve  horses  on  wharf  at  476  and 
478  Atlantic  avenue. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Oct.  31. 
Total  receipts  for  records,  issuii  g  licenses,  etc., 
$1269.43.    Read  and  sent  down. 

City  Registrar.  Report  for  qu;irter  ending  Oct. 
31.  Receipts  for  certificates  of  intention  of  mar- 
riage, $622.    Read  and  sent  down. 

SMITH'S  RIDING  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  re- 
port on  petition  of  J.  M.  Smith  for  leave  to  locate 
a  riding-school  stable  in  rear  of  1043  Washington 
street  (which  was  recommitted  to  said  eommittee), 
that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  pro- 
vided the  old  l)uilding  shall  be  removed  and  a 
manure  pit  coustrueted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  the  ventilator  to  run  above 
the  top  of  -aid  stable.    Accepted. 

Also,  report  in  favor  of  granting  ijetition  of 
John  A.  Sanborn  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  at  398 
Main  street.    Accepted. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wauls  of  this 
city  on  the  third  instant  for  State  and  county  offi- 
cers, and  on  the  proijositions  for  the  annexation 
of  Chelsea  and  A\  inthrop  to  this  city,  report  that 
the  increased  num'.er  of  districts,  into  which  this 
city  is  now  divider,  and  the  large  number  of  bal- 
lots cast  in  the  several  vvard>',  make  the  work  of 
an  examining  committee  more  laborious  than 
formeily.  Besidts,  since  the  day  of  election,  this 
committee  has  received  ihrough  tne  City  Cleik, 
recjuests  in  the  jnoper  form  for  the  recount  of  the 
original  ballots  foi  the  following-named  officers  in 
the  following  wards : 

For  member  of  Congress  m  Dislrict  4— Wards  1, 
2,  3,  4.  5,  6,  9. 

For  Representatives  vO  General  Court— Wards 
5, 17,  20,  21. 

For  Senator,  Second  Norfolk — Ward  IC. 

The  committee  have  found  it  impossible  to  ex- 
amine all  these  ballots  as  requesteil  in  season  for 
this  meeting.  They  therefoie  ask  for  fuither 
time  to  examine  the  same  and  to  declai'e  the  re- 
sults of  the  above  election  in  this  city. 
S.  B.  Stebijins,  ) 
F.  A.  Peters,  }  Committee. 

Alanson  Bigelow.  ) 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Stebbins  it  was  voted  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  Saturday  next,  at  one  o'clock 
P.M. 

removal  of  trees. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  wiiom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Phineas  B.  Smith,  Wash- 
ington street  and  Hawthora  place ;  and  John  T. 
Soren,  19  Greenville,  for  the  removal  of  trees  on 
sidewalks  at  the  places  named,  submitted  reports 
severally  recommending  that  the  petitioners  have 


leave  to  remove  said  trees,  at  their  own  expense, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Sui)erintendent  of  Com- 
mon and  I'ublic  (irounds.    Severally  accexited. 

sewers. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers, submitted  repons  as  follows: 

Report  on  i>etition  of  Isaac  New  et  at.,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  of  notice  of  a 
hearing  en  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on 
expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Third 
street,  between  O  and  N  .streets,  when  any  one 
making  objections  will  then  and  there  be  heard. 
Order  passed. 

Reports  on  schedules  of  the  cost  of  construct 
ing  sewers  in  Walnut  avenue.  Circuit  and  Foun- 
tain streets;  in  North  Anderson  street;  in  Paris 
street,  from  Brooks  to  Putnam  street ;  in  Paris 
street,  between  Dorchester  and  Porter  streets ;  in 
Bird  street ;  in  Adams  street:  in  Waterford  street ; 
in  Princeton  street;  in  Third  street;  in  Eme^^on 
street;  in  Chelsea  and  Putnam  streets;  in  Regent 
ard  Circuit  streets;  in  Westminster  and  Sterling 
streets;  in  Prescott  street;  in  Ericsson  street;  and 
in  Mechanic  street,  which  were  referred  to  said 
committee,  that  the  same  are  severally  correct, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  accoiupa-iying 
orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  of  the 
same  uron  the  persons  name;!  in  the  schedules, 
and  notice  given  thereof  to  the  parties  aforesaid, 
their  tenants  or  lessees.  The  orders  were  sevdaUy 
read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS  approved. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of 
Benjamin  Meriam  and  others,  constables,  duly 
certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  they  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

PROPOSED    EVENING    DRAWING    SCHOOL    IN  EA.ST 
BOSTON. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
providing  accommodations  for  an  evening  draw- 
ing school  in  East  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter— Will  the  Alderman  give  us 
some  reason  why  he  offers  that  order  at  this  time. 
From  the  information  I  have  received  such  a 
school  would  not  be  legal. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  offered  the  order  at  the 
request  of  the  chairman  ol  the  Drawing  Commit- 
tee of  the  school  board,  who  has  endeavored  to 
have  f  uch  an  order  passed  by  that  body,  referring 
that  matter  to  the  City  Council,  for  the  past  two 
months;  but, owing  to  the  lack  of  a  quorum,  and 
a  press  of  other  business,  he  has  not  been  able  to 
do  so.  It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  perhaps 
a  hundred  and  fifty  persons  in  East  Boston  would 
avail  thsmselves  of  such  a  drawing  school  if  one 
weiv  established  there;  and  that  the  matter  might 
properly  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  for  consideration  at 
the  present  time,  I  have  offered  this  order.  If  the 
accommodations  are  provided  it  will  be  in  some  of 
the  public  schoolhouses.  without  additional  ex- 
pense. As  the  matter  goes  to  the  committee  to  be 
considered  and  re^jorted  upon,  I  can  see  no  harm 
in  having  the  order  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the  or- 
der on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
such  a  school  as  that.  But  we  might  ask  for  an 
order  to  establish  a  military  school  with  the  same 
argument.  From  the  information  I  have  received 
it  is  entirely  illegal  to  appropriate  money  for  such 
schools.  If  you  desire  to  have  schools  of  a  differ- 
ent nature,  you  can  have  them  ;  but  as  I  under- 
stand it,  we  cannot  appropriate  money  for  such  a 
purpose.    I  will  not  oppose  the  order,  however. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  think  the  Alderman  is 
entirely  mistaken  in  his  opinion  in  this  matter. 
We  certainly  do  liave  the  right  to  appropriate  and 
spend  money  for  drawing  Sv^hools,  and  the  State 
Legislature  has  made  it  obligatory  upon  cities  to 
have  drawing  taught  in  the  public  schools.  We 
have  evening  drawing  schools  now  in  other 
sections  of  the  city.  This  order  is  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  accommodations  in  East 
Boston  for  exactly  such  schools  as  we  have  in 
other  sections  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  Al 
derman  from  Ward  9  thinks  this  a  judicious  ex- 
penditure for  the  city  to  go  into.  If  v,'e  have  any 
control— which  I  think  we  have  not— over  the 
money  spent  tor  educational  purposes  by  this  city, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  see  that  it  is  used 
in  a  proper  manner.  I  have  heard  that  this  whole 
thing  is  a  f  i  aud  on  the  cit>'  of  Boston ;  I  have 
beard  it  so  stated.    The  Alderman   from  Ward   9 
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l)«ing  a  member  oy  he  School  Committee,  I  would 
'like  to  have  him  state  whether  he  thinks  it  judi- 
cious to  encourage  the  establibhment  of  such 
schools. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
prepared  tu  state  nry  views  in  regard  to  drawing 
schools  now ,  but  I  have  ex])ressed  them  pretty 
plainly  in  another  branch  of  the  City  Government, 
and  I  do  doubt  very  seriou.-ly  the  propriety  of  de- 
voting so  large  an  amount  of  time  and  money  to 
the  study  of  drawing  in  the  public  schools.  But  I 
hardly  think  that  questiou  is  to  be  debated  now. 
The  order  before  us  is  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  providing  the  same  accommodations  in  East 
Boston  as  are  provided  for  evening  drawing 
schools  in  other  t-ections.  I  simply  introduced  the 
■  order  that  the  committee  might  consider  the  sub- 
ject at  once,  so  that  if  the  school  is  to  be  estab- 
lished it  may  be  done  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
This  is  the  season  of  tlie  year  when  evening  draw- 
ing schools  are  most  patronized.  I  have  under- 
stood that  there  are  nearly  150  mechanic?  and  art- 
isans in  East  Boston  who  would  be  glad  to  study 


mechanical  drawing  if  an  opiiortunity  is  offeied 
them  to  do  so.  Such  schools  are  providexl  in  other 
parts  of  the  city,  and  this  onler  simply  contem- 
plates pioviding  a  similar  or.e  in  East  Boston. 

Alderman  Brooks — 1  would  like  to  have  this 
order  go  to  the  committee  for  them  to  consider 
the  subject.  No  section  of  the  city  is  inhabited  so 
largely  by  young  mechanics  who  desire  to  have 
such  a  privilege  if  ju'iiciously  and  jjroperly  man- 
aged. I  believe  it  would  be  oi»e  of  the  best  things 
that  could  happen  for  that  sect'on.  It  is  uell 
known  to  members  of  this  Board  that  there  are  lu 
East  Boston  many  young  mechanics  and  others 
who  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  such  schools, 
and  who  would  avail  themselves  of  it  if  it  were 
established.  It  can  do  no  harm  to  have  the  order 
go  to  the  committee,  and  if  the  school  cannot  be 
legally  established,  I  shall  have  no  desire  to  have 
it  done. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Saturday  next  at 
one  o'clock  P.  AL 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  V-/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM    IHE     BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
COKCURREXCE. 

Petitions  of  Henry  W.  Bragg,  Haley,  Morse  & 
Co.  and  resignation  of  Abijah  R.  Tewksbury,  Bal- 
last Inspector,  severally  referred. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  Samuel  Little  and  others,  for  ex- 
tension of  building  limits ;  of  Catharine  Kisker, 
to  be  paid  for  pen  onal  injuries  from  a  defect  in 
Halleck  street;  of  W.  E.  Woodward,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  alleged  breach  of  contract  by  the 
city.    Severally  accepted. 

Reiwrt  on  petition  of  W.  * .  Mallalieu  el  al., 
that  the  control  of  wardrooms  on  election  days  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  \.'ard  officers,  and  not  of  the 
Superintendenr  of  Public  Buildings.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  be  issued  to  J. 
Homer  Pierce  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Clay- 
ton street.  Ward  IC.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  continue  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
the  late  William  j^..  "Vv  heeler,  Assistaiit  Superin- 
tenaenc,  of  the  Public  Library,  till  1st  of  next  Feb- 
ruary.   Ordered  to  a  secondreadmg. 

Order  directing  the  committee  on  nomination 
of  the  Cochituate  "SVater  Boaid  to  report  to  Com- 
mon t  ouucil,  on  Nov.  12,  suitable  candidates  to 
fill  vacancies  in  said  board.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  pumping  engines  to  be  estab- 
lished and  Oi.eiated  on  Lake  Cochituate  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  an  acequate  supply  of  wa- 
ter foi  the  city. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5—1  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  LLiember  why  this  is  proposed.  It  is  an  or- 
der to  authiorize -'the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
establish  and  operate  pumping  engines  on  Lake 
Cochituate  for  the  purpose  of  furiiishing  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  water  for  the  city."  I  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Water  the 
necessity  for  this  propo.  itiou.  I  certainly  cannot 
vote  for  it  now.  No  reason  has  been  stated  to  the 
Council,  and  unlets  some  reason  is  given,  as 
one  member  of  the  Council  I  cannot  vote 
for  it.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  of  such  a  proposition.  I  have  no  doubt 
some  member  of  the  Water  Board  or  Committee 
will  explain  why  it  is  necessary,  and  why  it  is  of- 
fered here  for  our  action.  This  enormous  ques- 
tion of  a  water  supply  for  the  city  has  been  before 
us  for  many  months,  and  unless  some  reason  is 
given  for  the  order,  certainly  as  an  humble  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  I  cannot  vote  for  any  such 
thing.  It  authorizes  an  expenditure  of  money, 
and  unless  good  reasons  are  giren  for  that  ex- 
penditure, as  one  citizen  and  member  of  this  body, 
I  cannot  vote  for  it.    I  have  no  doubt  some  mem- 


ber here  can  give  a  reason  for  it,  and  I  hope  he 
will. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— That  is  a  matter  which 
can  be  very  easily  explained.  Lake  Cochituate  is 
today  only  six  ana  a  half  inches  above  the  bottom 
of  the  conduit,  which  is  two  and  a  half  inches  be- 
low its  mouth.  Uncer  such  circumstances  as  that 
there  is  no  way  to  get  water  into  the  conduit  with- 
in a  very  short  time  except  by  pumping.  The 
Water  Board,  anticipating  such  a  state  of  things, 
want  to  have  the  pumps  ready  when  they  are 
necessary. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  further  state  that 
the  Auditor  considei-s  that  we  are  notfuUy  author- 
ized to  spend  anything  for  this  pumping  arrange- 
ment unless  a  specific  order  is  passed  by  the 
Council,  inasmuch  as  nothing  was  said  about  it  in 
the  original  appropriation.  As  has  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  M^ard  9,  the  lake  has  been  f  all- 
ing  at  the  rate  of  an  inch  per  pay  for  some  time. 
It  is  now  twe  inches  ielow  the  top  of  the  conduit, 
and  it  has  been  impossible  for  two  or  three  months 
to  keep  such  a  sup  ply  in  Chestnut  HiU  Reservoir 
that  the  conduit  can  be  run  under  pressure.  Any 
gentleman  will  see  that  it  is  impossible  to'furnisii 
a  supply  of  water  when  the  conduit  is  run  only 
halt  lull.  It  is  proposed  to  give  authority  to  the 
Water  Board  to  do  this  in  case  of  necessity.  It  is 
p.eposed  toget  the  pump*  m  position  forthwith 
in  oruer  to  prevent  a  lack  of  supply  on  account  of 
the  water  in  the  lake  not  being  up  to  the  proper 
level. 

i\ir.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  also  st..,te  that 
the  establ.shing  of  pumping  stations  is  nothing 
else  but  getting  the  engines  from  one  side  of  the 
lake  to  the  Obher.  In  1871,  after  we  got  through 
using  the  engines,  tliey  were  conveyed  across  the 
lake  and  pat  in  a  storehouse,  where  they  have 
been  seen  by  members  of  the  Council.  The  ex- 
pense contemplated  by  this  order  is  ju=t  what  it 
will  cost  to  taKe  the  Tjumps  out,  set  them  up,  fur- 
nish fuel  and  pay  the  expense  of  engineers.  It 
does  not  contemplate  buying  new  pumps-^noth- 
mg  more  than  mei-ely  setting  them  up. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  think  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed when  I  state  that  mere  than  a  year,  and 
perhaps  two  years  ago,  an  order  was  passed  estab- 
lishing, confluning  and  adoptirg  this  proposition, 
to  establish  and  operate  pumping  engines  on  Lake 
Cochiuiate.  I  would  like  to  ask  v^hether  that 
proposition  haa  been  carried  out?  I  hear  nothing. 
I  want  an  honorable,  fair  and  square  statement 
witn  regard  to  this  question.  That  is  all  I  ask  for. 
This  water  question  is  a  great  question,  one  which 
the  Water  Board  and  committee  are  bound  to 
state  conclusively  before  the  pecple  whether  it  is 
desii-able  or  proper.  I  am  informed  that  one  year 
ago  an  order  was  passed  for  establishing  such 
pumping  engines,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  that  order  has  been  complied  with 
literally  and  completely,  and  if  this  order  before 
us  reiterates  it.  it  is  a  question  which  the  people 
and  taxpayers  of  Boston  are  interesfid  in,  which 
they  are  bound  to  stand  by  if  necessity  requires  it 
and  not  otherwise,  and  not  because  speculators— 
I  repeat  it,  sir,  speculators— are  desirous  of  doing 
such  things  for  their  gain,  and  not  because  the  ne^ 
cessitiesof  the  people  require  it.    This  is  the  first 
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nioiiieiit  I  liave  heariJ  ol"  thiH  proiiosition,  aiul  as 
an  luiiiible  locmber  of  this  ("ouucil  1  ask,  when 
sucli  a  proposition  is  inaile  here,  iuvolvinj^  such 
an  expenditure,  that  the  Water  lioard  or  Coniiiiit- 
tee  sball  state  in  tail  the  reasons  for  it. 
Such  siiperticial  statements  as  have  been 
made  here  i,his  evening  sliall  not  be  acceptea  as 
aw  and  gospel.  When  the  Water  Board  or  Com- 
mittee make  such  a  statemerit  as  will  satisfy  me 
that  necessity  requires  it,  I  shall  be  among  the 
fiist  memuers  of  this  Council  to  advocate  it.  I 
have  Iieard  no  sufficient  reason  to  require  me  to 
vote  tor  it.  What  1  asked  was  only  a  statement 
as  plain  as  1  make  here  tonight  in  opposition  to 
any  such  expenditure;  when  it  is  made  I  shall 
vote  for  it.  This  water  (juestion  is  one  that  the 
people  of  Bosi on  are  considering  with  eyes  sharp 
upon  the  action  of  this  body,  wide  open  upon  us — 
whether  an  enormous  expenditure  is  contemi)late(l 
upon  this  matter  as  collateral  to  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  there  has 
been  a  drought;  but  unless  it  is  shown  that  there 
is  a  necessity  for  this  expendiiure  of  money  for 
pumping  engines,  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  order.  If 
It  is  necessary  I  shall  be  among  the  first  to  vote  for 
it  when  my  name  is  called.  As  one  responsible  to 
my  constituents  for  my  vote  I  need  to  be  shown 
the  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  think  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  aie  entirely  uncalled 
for.  An  explanation  has  been  given  fairly  and 
squarely.  It  is  to  place  the  pumping  engines  in 
positien  for  use  when  they  are  requireu.  The 
tact  that  the  water  in  the  lake  is  very  low  is 
known  to  us  all,  and  this  order  is  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. I  do  not  see  any  leasou  for  the  remarks 
and  insinuations  that  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— As  I  think  that  seventy- 
three  out  of  the  seventy-four  members  of  this 
Council  understand  this  question,  and  as  I  believe 
a  two-hours'  discussion  would  not  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5, 1  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Denny — Under  the  rule,  no  member  can 
speak  twice  on  the  same  question  if  objection  is 
maile,  and  I  object  to  the  gentleman  p/oceedmg 
further. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  not  weU 
taken.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?  and  the  new  rule  allows  ten  minutes 
debate. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  thank  you  for  your  de- 
cision, sir;  it  is  in  Older.  When  my  fnend  from 
the  Ninth  Waril  undertakes  to  dispute  a  point  of 
order  with  me  he  must  do  it  with  d^^cency  ana 
uropnety.  I  care  not  for  him  or  anybody  else  in 
this  Council,  when  i  rise  to  ask  an  explanation  of 
an  expenditure  that  ailec.s  the  taxpayers.  I  only 
asked  that  the  necessity  for  it  may  be  shown.  I 
am  as  ready  and  willing  to  vote  for  anything 
which  is  necessary  to  the  city  for  a  supply 
of  water  as  anybody  else.  I  am  aware  of  the 
sncbocracy  of  tne  iicntleman  from  Ward  9.  When 
1  make  a  propo  iiiou  he  always  opposes  it,  wheth- 
er right  or  wrong.  He  rCjjresents  a  constituency 
here;  so  ito  1.  I  asiitd  foi  reasons  which  have  not 
been  shown.  I  only  ask  for  a  reply  to  my  ques- 
tions. He  may  attack  me  from  July  to  eternity, 
but  he  cauiiOt  invest  his  consiituency  with  a  right 
whi^hdoes  not  belong  to  miue.  Tliey  are  tax- 
payers, as  well  as  my  own.  I  only  asked  for  a 
leasoii — which  Has  not  been  given — for  the  neces- 
sity of  the  jjassage  of  this  onler.  When  that  ne- 
cessity is  shown,  I  shall  vote  for  the  order ;  but  it 
has  not  been  shown.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I 
ask  for  reasons  which  the  people  whom  1  repre- 
sent, which  the  people  of  Boston,  will  appre- 
ciate. I  only  ask  that  common  sense,  decency, 
and  propriety  shall  be  given  to  me  when  I  ask  a 
quesii'in.  L  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  gentleman 
fioiu  Ward  9  is  my  opponent  in  every  proposition 
which  I  make.  But  i  am  aware,  sir,  that  1  repre- 
sent the  views  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston ;  and 
when  any  question  anses  1  shall  stand  here  in 
their  nuerest  against  schemes  and  propositions  of 
all  kinds  which  compel  the  people  of  Boston  to 
))ay  taxes  upon  that  which  is  not  deserving  or  de- 
sirable. I  only  asked  an  explanation  of  the  neces- 
sity for  this  order.  That  is  all  I  ask,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, nothiiig  more.  If  the  necessity  can  be 
shown  I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  passed  to  a  second  leading. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— As  that  is  a  very  im- 


portant measure,  and  is  thoroughly  understood 
by  iieaily  every  member  of  the  Council,  I  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  order  may  take 
its  second  reading  at  this  time. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— As  I  understand  it,  this  is 
only  to  lepeat  what  was  done  in  1871,  in  a  season 
of  drought.  It  is  well  known  that  thereisaveiy 
considerable  supply  of  water  below  the  conduit, 
and  as  1  gather  from  tne  remarks,  the  Water 
Board  is  apprehensive  that  the  drought  may 
continue,  and  that  there  may  be  a  necessity 
for  pumping  in  order  to  keep  up  the  sup- 
lily.  That  I  supi^ose  to  be  the  case.  While  I 
voted  against  the  previous  question  because  I 
think  that  any  person  is  entitled  to  a  full  consid- 
eration of  the  q^uestion,  vet  it  seems  to  me  that,  on 
the  whole,  it  is  better  to  pass  this  order  at  this 
time,  because  if  the  drought  does  continue,  and 
the  board  should  find  it  necessary  to  do  what  was 
done  in  1871,  they  can  gain  a  supply  until  the 
copious  fall  rams  are  likely  to  come. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5— After  the  explanation 
made  by  my  honorable  friend  from  the  Twelfth 
AVard, — who  understands  the  matter  perhaps  a 
great  deal  better  than  I  do — I  shall  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  vote  for  the  order.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  believe  in  obstinate  opposition 
to  a  matter;  but  the  few  words  he  stated 
have  satisfied  me  of  the  necessities  of  the  case.  I 
shall,  therefore,  after  hi<«  explanation,  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  vote  fur  the  adoption  of  the 
order;  but  without '^uch  an  explanation  I  never 
should  have  voted  for  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  $203.50,  for  the  improvement  of  Eagle 
square,  South  Boston.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  an  additional  amount  of  $112.50,  for  the 
purchase  of  loam,  etc.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  to  allow  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to 
expend  an  additional  amount  of  not  exceeding 
.f 800,  for  fences,  etc.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Rejiort  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $5000  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries.   Older  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  on  the  expediency  of  locat- 
ing the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
West  Roxbury.  (City  Docs.  Nos.  92  and  93,  1874.) 
Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15. 

Quarterly  reports  of  the  City  Registrar  and  City 
Cle-k.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  PuVilic  Instruction 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  accom- 
modations for  an  evening  drawing  school  in  East 
Boston.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  necessary  connection?  to  be 
^.lade  with  the  steam  pump  and  tire  pipe  in  City 
Hall,  at  a  ;  ost  not  exceeding  $1400.  Passed  in 
concuriencc. 

SANITARY     QUALITY     OF    THE     SUDBURY,     SHAW- 
SHEEN,  MYSTIC  AND  CHARLES  KIVER  WATERS. 

The  following  was  received  and  read : 

Boston,  Nov.  5, 1874. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen 
— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  brief 
statement  of  the  results  of  the  investigations 
which  nave  been  made  by  the  medical  commission 
appointed  under  an  order  of  the  City  Council  pass- 
ea  June  IG,  1874. 

The  statement  is  furnished  at  my  request  in  ad- 
vance of  the  full  report,  in  oraer  that  you  may 
have  all  the  information  necessary  to  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  important  question  now 
awaiting  your  action. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

To  his  Honor  Samuel  C.  Cobb, Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir — Incompliance  with  your  request,  we  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  cf  the 
results  to  which  our  investigations  have  led  us, 
referring  to  our  forthcoming  report  for  full  details 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  these  conclusions  are 
based. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  of  the  four  rivers  under 
consideration  the  Shawsheen  will  probably  fur- 
nish the  purest  and  most  wholesome  water  for  tl  e 
supply  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
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Somewhat  inferior  to  the  Shawsheen,  but  still 
capable  of  furnishing  water  of  a  goo  1  quality  for 
domestic  purposes,  are  the  Charles  and  Sudbuiy 
rivers.  In  estimating  the  comparative  desirability 
of  these  two  rivers  we  assume  that  all  sewage  and 
manufacturing  refuse  of  a  deleterious  nature  can 
be  urevented  from  directly  entering  the  rivers, 
these  being  rhe  most  important  sources  of  con- 
tamination of  river  water. 

On  this  assumption  the  density  of  the  popula- 
tion in  .the  two  drainage  areas,  and  its  probable 
future  increase,  are  the  two  principal  points  to  be 
considered. 

In  this  respect  the  Charles  River  is  on  the  whole 
preferable  to  the  Sudbury.  The  latter  river  has, 
however,  according  to  the  proposed  jilan,  some- 
what better  storage  facilities,  but  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  this  advantage  is  not  to  be  regarded 
as  outweighing  the  disadvantages  arising  from 
greater  den-ity  of  ])opulation. 

We  have  bas'ed  these  considerations  on  the  sup- 
position that  if  the  Charles  River  be  adopted  as 
the  source  of  supply,  the  water  will  be  taken 
directly  from  the  stofao;e  basin  above  South  Na- 
tic:  for  it  it  be  allowed  to  tlow  through  the  river 
bed  to  Newton  Upper  Falls,  it  will  necessarily  be- 
come more  or  less  contaminated  with  the  sew- 
age of  the  towns  ol  South  Natick,  Dover,  Dedham, 
West  Roxbury  and  Needham,  as  well  as  with  veg- 
etable impurities  derived  from  the  extensive 
meadows  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dedham,  thus 
involving  a  partial  loss  of  the  benefits  derived 
fcom  storage  in  the  large  basin. 

The  Mysiic  River,  owing  to  obvious  soarces  of 
pollution,  is,  in  our  opinion,  much  less  desirable 
than  the  other  divers  as  a  source  ot  water  supply 
for  the  city.       Respectfully, 

Charles  W.  Swan. 
h.  p.  bowditch. 
Edwabd  S.  Wood. 

Boston  Nov.  5, 1874. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  commu- 
nication be  printed  and  sent  up.  At  a  later  stage 
of  the  meeting  1  propose  to  introduce  an  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5—1  would  like  to  ask  if  this 
is  to  be  considered  the  report  of  that  commission. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  inform  the 
gentleman,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  says  in  his 
communication  that  it  is  a  "brief  statement," 
"furnished  at  my  request  in  advance  of  the  full 
report";  and  the  commission  say,  "we  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
results  to  which  our  investigations  have  led  us, 
referring  to  our  forthcoming  report  for  full  de- 
tails," etc. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Do  I  understand  that  this 
is  but  a  superficial  or  preliminary  report?  If  it  is 
to  be  considered  as  the  report  of  an  honorable 
commission  apnomteu  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I 
should  say  it  is  nothing  else  but  superficial.  If  it 
is  to  come  in  detail,  and  if  we  are  to  have  it  at  the 
proper  time,  and  know  how  to  interpret  its  mean- 
ing; if  it  is  true  that  that  is  the  consideration  in 
which  it  is  placed,  I  shall  of  course  advo- 
cate the  printing  of  that  report — that  is,  if  it 
is  to  be  considered  preliminary.  But,  sir,  if 
it  is  to  be  a  finality,  I  should  say  that 
it  is  without  any  honorable  consideration  before 
this  body,  for  certainly  no  reasons  are  given  for 
the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  arrived.  I 
want  to  see  a  full  report,  a  detailed  statement  in 
print  of  the  rea'-ons  why  they  have  arrived  at 
such  a  conclusion.  If,  sir,  lam  right,  the  Coun- 
cil will  supi)ort  me;  if- 1  am  wrong  1  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  ot  it.  As  I  understand  it,  it  is  but  a  pre- 
liminarv  report  and  is  to  be  given  to  us  in  full  de- 
tails. If  any  gentleman  can  enlighten  me  upon 
that  subject — whether  he  be  upon  the  Water  Boai  d 
or  committee — I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  him. 
The  importance  of  the  question  before  the 
people  is  that  which  requires  a  full  and  detailed 
statement  in  every  particular  of  the  rea- 
sons by  which  they  come  to  such  conclusions.  It 
is  a  question  which  the  whole  people  of  Boston 
are  interested  in,  and  I  hope  the  reasons  for  tli'.s 
report  will  be  given  m  detaU  to  the  people  with- 
out cost  even  from  the  Committee  on  Printmg, 
and  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  may  know 
that  the  conclusions  there  arrived  at  are  correct. 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  should  favor  the  print- 
ing of  the  communication;  but  the  fact  is  obvi- 
ous, from  the  statement  of  the  commissioners, 
that  all  the  advantages  the  Sudbury  River  has, 
in  their  judgment,  cannot  be  considered  as 
outweighing  the  disadvantages  arising  from 
the  dangers  of  contamination  to  those  waters. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
must  be  obvious  to  any  one,  especially  to  those 


who  have  favored  the  Sudbury  scheme,  that  until 
we  get  the  detailed  report  it  would  be  impossible 
to  favor  a  scheme  whose  advantages  are  out- 
weighed by  the  dangers  of  contamination,  because 
we  certainly  must  have  pure  water,  if  we  can  get 
it,  for  the  future  health  of  the  city  depends  so 
much  upon  the  water  that  we  drink,  and  water 
enters  so  largely  and  entirely  into  the  consump- 
tion of  evei-ything  that  we  cook  or  use.  I  should 
hoi^e  that  the  communication  wUl  be  printed  and 
sent  up.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible foi-  us  to  act  untU  we  get  the  detailed  report. 
The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  sent  up. 

water  supply  from  CHARLES  BIVEB. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Wa^er,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  ibe  (icneral  Court  at  its  next 
session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
city  of  Bo?ton  to  takf,hold  and  convey  to,  into 
and  through  the  city,  the  whole  or  any  portion  of 
the  water  of  Charles  River  above  South  Natick, 
and  also  to  take  and  hold  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise any  lands  or  real  estate  necessary  to  build 
and  maintain  pumping  works  and  aqueducts  for 
laising,  conducting,  dischargins:,  disposing  of  and 
distributing  the  water,  and  for  fonning  reser- 
voirs. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — I  do  not  like  to  meddle 
with  any  order  introduced  by  a  committee,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  perhaps  the  lines  are  drawn  a 
little  too  strictly.  I  observe  that  the  order  is 
worded  "to  take  the  water  above  South  Natick." 
I  do  not  think  any  hann  cm  be  done  the  order  by 
adding  after  the  words  "South  Natick,"  "or  New- 
ton Upper  Falls,"  and  I  move  to  make  that  amend- 
ment. I  i  seems  to  me  that  then  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  the  commiltee  will  stiU  hold  it  in  their 
power  to  choose  either  or  both  localities,  while  if 
we  simply  say  South  Natick  we  put  it  entirely  out 
of  their  power  to  ask  for  a  connection  at  Newton 
Upper  Falls,  even  if  they  should  so  desire.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  order  worded  so  that  thev 
Shall  have  their  choice.  This  matter  of  Charles 
River  has  suddenly  come  up  again  for  considera- 
tion; it  has  been  entire!y  out  of  sight  till  now,  but 
it :  eems  to  me  that  we  should  word  the  order  so 
as  to  give  them  as  much  latitude  as  possible. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  do  not  see  any  objection 
to  1  he  amendment.  It  will  all  have  to  be  passed 
upon  by  the  Legislature,  of  course.  The  simple 
wording  of  the  order  will  not  alter  anything.  I 
accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waro  5 — I  move  an  amendment  to 
the  ameodment.  I  agree  with  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ward  9,  that  this  is  a  desirable  propo- 
sition to  adopt,  and  I  move  an  amendment  to  th.e 
amendment,  to  the  effect  that  it  shall  be  said  "at 
any  desirable  point,"  so  that  there  shall  be  even  a 
bioader  lalitude  than  that  which  my  friend  sug- 
gests, and  so  that  there  can  possibly  be-  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  that.  Certainly  it  gives  great  lati- 
tude for  them  in  their  option  to  say  which  is  the 
most  desirable  point  to  take  the  water  from  to 
supply  this  city. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  accept  that  amendmen 
also. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  be  caught  by  any  such  amendment  as  is  pro- 
posed by  the  geiitleman  from  Ward  5.  It  may 
give  them  power  to  take  Suobuiy  River.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  is  very 
anxious  to  have  that  amendment  accepted.  I 
hope  that  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— There  i-  no  cat  in  the  meal 
about  this  matter.  I  accept  the  ameiidment,  and 
will  accept  any  other  that  is  desirable  to  the  City 
Council,  even  if  it  is  desirable  to  take  water  from 
the  mouth  of  Charles  River.  My  idea  is  that  the 
order  was  written  right  at  first.  But,  if  the 
Council  think  differently,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  believe  that 
any  advocate  of  the  Sudbury  scheme  would  de- 
scend to  any  trick  to  catch  votes.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  proper  way  is  to  strike  out  the  words 
"above  South  Natick  or  Newton  Upper  Falls," 
and  simply  say  "take  the  waters  of  Charles 
River." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  idea  I  intended  to 
convey  by  the  amendment  was  "at  anv  desirable 
point"  upon  Charles  River.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
Sudbury  scheme  in  every  particular.  I  meant 
Charles  River  and  nothing  else.  I  meant  "at  any 
other  desirable  point  upon  Charles  River."    I  have 
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8ui(l  thilt  I  am  ojipo-cd  to  the  whole  Sudbury 
Rivor  scheme  from  l)e<iiiiiiiiif;  to  end,  as  mak- 
iiifr  ail  ex])eii(liture  to  the  city  wliolly  un- 
deserved, undosirahle  aud  unnecessary  in  eve- 
ry paiticular.  I  meant  "at  any  other  point 
ui)()ii  Charles  River."  My  t'liend  from  the  Seventh 
■War<l  misuikes  my  meaniiif;'.  I  care  imthiiiff,  sir, 
about  the  Innfiuage  of  the  order,  provided  that 
idea  is  carried  out.  I  oidy  de  ire  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve the  whole  Sutlbury  scheme  is  a  s<!heme  of 
sperulation  f  vom  'jeginnint;  to  end,  calling  for  au 
unp  e<e(iented  exnenditure  of  money  wholly  un- 
dt  sirable  for  the  eity.  1  be)ieve  that  the  Charles 
River  scheme  is  a  proper  one,  and  one  which  may 
be  utilized  in  addition  to  the  (■ources  of  supply 
which  we  now  have,  and  which  will  fully  and 
wholly  supply  the  city  of  Boston  if  anything  in  ad- 
dition to  the  present  supply  is  necessary.  1  think 
my  worthy  friend  fiom  the  Seventh  AVard  haroly 
ap]>reeiates  my  point.  I  intended  oi  ly  to  express 
the  idea  of  taking  water  at  any  desii-able  point 
Ircm  Charles  River. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Wai'd  16—1  would  like  to  inquire 
whether,  if  we  adopt  this  ordei  ,the  Sudbury  River 
scheme  is  abandoned  altogether;  whether  there  is 
no  intention  of  taking  water  from  there? 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— There  is  one  ©ther 
amendment  which  I  wish  to  offer  In  the  form  of 
an  addition  to  the  order.  It  is  very  important,  as 
the  Council  will  see  when  I  read  it: 

"And  hi^'.  Honor  the  Mayor  is  also  authorized  in 
his  discretion  to  emleavor  to  secure  the  coopera- 
tion of  tlie  surrounding  towns,  under  the  condi- 
tion that  h  aid  towns  shall  share  in  the  use  of  the 
water  upon  fair  terms." 

When  we  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the  use  of 
Charles  River,  we  shall,  of  course,  meet  with  con- 
siderable resistance,  and  if  we  can  get  any  help  m 
the  Legislature  it  will  be  quite  useful  to  us.  There 
is  water  enough  in  that  river  to  supply  not  only 
Boston,  but  all  its  suburbs.  Waltham  is  already 
authorized  to  take  it.  If  wf  authorize  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  make  such  conditions  as  1  speak  of ,  we  can 
makeWaltham.  Newton,Brookline  and  other  places 
of  great  assistance  to  us.  Any  gentleman  who 
has  studied  the  stati  tics  of  increase  of  population 
will  see  th  it  the  supply  of  Cambridge,  Arlington 
and  other  places  will  at  no  distant  date  become 
roUuted;  and  it  seems  tome  that  in  aciing  upon 
this  que.'^tion  we  should  look  forward  to  the  future 
as  it  is  going  to  be.  The  Charles  River,  if  properly 
protected  now  by  turning  all  the  sewage  which 
would  find  its  way  into  it  from  the  Neponset  or 
Blackstone,  can  be  made  to  fuini.'h  a  good  supply 
of  water  for  Boston  and  all  its  suburbs.  We  cer- 
tainly need  a  good  supply  in  the  suburbs  where 
our  dwellings  are,  as  well  as  on  the  peninsula 
wheieourbu  iness  is  located.  And  it  s-eems  to 
me  that  by  properly  looking  at  the  question  the 
ciiy  of  Boston  can  secure  the  coojieration  of  all 
these  towns  f;om  Lexington  to  Hingnam  simply 
by  allowing  them  to  connect  their  pipes  with  tho<e 
of  the  city  of  Bo  ton  and  having  a  pro  rata  share 
of  the  water  at  a  fair  price.  In  that  way  we  look 
pt  the  sclKme  as  a  whole  and  at  the  future  as  it 
shtll  be;  we  look  at  . he  river  as  it  will  be  when 
It  shall  supply  Boiton  and  its  ueigUborhood  wiili 
water. 

Mr.  Vease  of  Ward  t— I  do  not  ?ee  any  objection, 
to  the  Eugge  .irn  of  thegeutl  man  from  the  Ninth 
Ward.  1  he  only  object  ;he  committee  have  is  to 
petition  1  he  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  the 
water  of  <  hailes  River.  The  Legislature  will  have 
to  pa'^s  upon  the  details.  All  we  ask  is  to  author- 
ize the  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  Legi^^lature  for  au- 
thority to  take  the  water  of  Chailes  River. 

Mr.  Sha.v  of  Ward  5 — I  am  exceedii.gly  glad  to 
hear  the  sound  and  sensi'ole  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Ninth  Ward.  I  think  they  are 
))erfectly  sound  and  sensible  in  every  particular. 
He  seems  entirely  comiictent  to  aiiprehend  and 
does  apprehend  precisely  the  situation  in 
which  we  are  placed.  Certainly  the  state- 
ment which  he  has  made  and  tiie  statement 
be  has  heretofore  made  upon  that  same  subject,, 
are  sound  in  every  jjarticular.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
he  has  examined  this  subject  perhaps  as  well  as 
any  other  one  member  of  the  city  government  has 
done.  I  shall  hope  that  the  suggestion  which  he 
has  made  will  be  received  with  great  considera- 
tion by  the  council  and  adopted.  It  is  an  impor- 
tant question,  and  the  peoi)le  are  looki'jg  with 
sharp  eyes  upon  us  as  their  representatives,  and 
t"-:e  responsibility  for  wdiich  we  cannot  shirk,  but 
are  bound  to  take  here.  The  statement  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  made  some  months 
ago  was  sound  in  every  particular,  and  I  hope 
tlie    Council,    before    oiiposing   such    a   proposi- 


tion, will  reflect  on  every  particular.  It  is 
a  question  in  which  every  man,  woman 
and  child  is  interested.  The  enormous  ex- 
penditure jiroposed  by  the  Sudbury  scheme  is  one 
which  the  peoole,  the  taxpdjers,  even  the  poll- 
tax  iiayers,  are  opjiosed  to,  because  they  do  not 
believe  it  to  be  right.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Nii.lh  Ward  has  made  statements  which  are 
worthy  our  consideration  in  every  particular,  and 
I  hope  they  wUl  be  adojjted  here  tonight. 

The  Biesident — Does  the  Chair  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1—1  do. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10- 1  move  to  strike  out 
the  words  "above  South  Natick  or  Newton  Up])er 
Falls  or  any  other  tlesirable  poi.t." 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  entirely  concur  with  the 
amemlment  o.  the  gentleman  from  Ward  IC  as 
simplifying  the  order,  and  when  that  is  adopted  I 
propose  to  offer  -mother  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Perkins  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Waid  12— Before  the  words  "anv 
lands,"  1  move  to  insert  the  words  "from  time  to 
time."  I  make  this  suggestion  because  it  Is  wpII 
known  that  where  apidication  is  made  to  the 
Legislature  and  power  is  granted  to  take  lands 
for  9  particular  purpose,  when  any  lands  have 
been  taken  the  power  of  the  city  thus  granted  is 
exhausted,  and  no  more  can  "be  taken  without 
a  new  application  to  the  Legislature.  Now, 
then,  the  Water  Board  might  recommend  the 
taking  of  certain  lands,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  additional  lands  might  be  required  in  order 
to  supply  the  city.  If  the  Legislature  granted  au- 
thority to  take  land  from  time  to  time,  then,  after 
once  taking  it,  if  the  board  .ihould  think  it  desir- 
able to  make  another  taking,  it  could  not  be  done 
without  a  renewed  application  to  the  Legislature. 
When  the  application  was  made  for  authority  to 
build  reservoirs  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  aU  the 
waters  of  the  Mystic  basin,  at  my  suggestion,- 
made  to  the  Assistant  City  Solicitor,  the  Legisla- 
ture introduced  the  words  "from  time  to  time"  tO' 
build  reservoirs;  "from  time  to  time"  to  take  the 
requisite  lands,  so  that  if  the  Mystic  Water  Board 
should  see  fit,  it  could  build  one  rcervoir  next 
yerr,  and  as  they  discovered  that  the  population 
had  increased  the  City  Council  could  authorize 
the  building  of  still  other  reservoirs,  as  further  in- 
vestigation should  develop  that  they  were  desira- 
ble. Therefore,  as  in  framing  bills,  the  e  jirecau- 
tionaiy  words  are  apt  to  be  omitted,  1  should  pre- 
fer to  see  those  words  "from  time  to  time"  intro- 
duced into  the  order. 

Mr.  Pease  oi  Ward  1— I  accept  that  amendment. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  now  desire  to  propose 
another  amendment: 

"Also,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  tc 
make  a  similar    petition  with  reference  to  the 
waters  of  the  Shawsheen  River." 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  accept  that  amend- 
ment ;  I  do  not  object  to  it,  1  am  rather  favorably 
disposed  to  ii;  but  it  struck  we  that  it  would  be- 
better  to  introduce  a  separate  order.  If  we  put 
them  botli  together  it  might  confound  matters.. 
The  Legislatu'e  certainly  would  not  give  us  both  ; 
and  ,s  the  order  wouhlread  it  might  sho**  that  we 
were  asking  for  botii  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Then  I  v\tll  withdraw  that 
amendment,  and  wiU  introduce  a  sej>arate  order 
after  we  get  the  detailed  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners, although  there  might  still  be  some  risk 
about  it.  My  present  impression,  from  reading 
of  the  last  report  of  the  City  Engineer,  is  rather 
in  preference  for  the  Chailes  River  instead  of  the 
Shawsheen,  but  I  will  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  then  read  a  second  time  in  the 
following  form : 

Ordered,  Thau  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  (ieneral  Court  at  its  next  session 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of 
Bosttm  to  take,  hold  and  convey  to,  into 'and 
thiough  the  city  the  whole  or  any  portion  of 
the  w^aters  of  Charles  River,  and  also  to  take 
and  hell,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  from 
time  to  time,  any  lands  or  real  estate  neces- 
sary for  building  and  maintaining  pumping  works 
and  a<iueducts  for  raising,  conducting,  discharg- 
ing, dii-posing  of  and  distributing  the  water,  and 
tor  forming  reservoirs  ;  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  also  autliorized  in  his  discretion  to  endeavor 
to  I-  ecure  the  cooperation  of  the  surrounding  towns 
under  the  condition  that  said  towns  shall  share  in 
the  use  of  the  wnter  upon  fair  terms. 

The  order  was  then  passed,  with  only  one  vote 
in  the  negative— Mr.  Thacher  of  AVard  15 — and. 
sent  up. 
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PROPOSED   LICENSING   OF  PLUMBERS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  tbe  foUowicg: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  make  ordinances  and  by-laws, 
from  time  to  time,  regulating  tlie  introduction  and 
use  of  all  water  pipes  and  water  fixtures  connected 
directly  or  indirectly  with  the  Boston  Water 
Works ;  and  providing  that  all  plumbers  and  oth- 
er persons  who  introduce  or  repair  suah  water 
pipes  and  water  fixtures  shall  be  licensed  by  the 
Water  Board  upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  of 
a  general  character,  as  the  City  Council  may  es- 
tablish. 

Mr.  Dean— The  ordinance  which  was  passed  by 
hoth  branches  of  the  City  Government  to  prevent 
the  waste  of  water  will  be  very  much  advanced, 
and  its  availability  increased  by  the  passage  of 
such  an  act.  All  that  is  proposed  isthattheie 
shall  be  general  regulations  for  the  licensing  of 
plumbers ;  that  is,  it  provides  for  regulations 
of  a  general  character,  and  such  regulations 
would  be  of  the  same  character  as  those 
which  have  undoubtedly  been  fouad  beneficial 
in  other  cities— and  those  are  that  plumbers  who 
are  licensed  shall  give  a  bond  to  the  city  to  make 
reports  of  the  water  fixtures  that  tbey  put  in,  and 
that  they  shall  put  in  only  such  fixtuies  as  by 
the  general  regulations  are  approved  by  the 
Board.  Of  course  these  general  regulations  would 
prevent  anything  in  the  ahape  of  a  monopoly  of 
any  character  whatever,  and  they  would  ob 
viate  the  neces  ity  of  any  constant  su- 
pervision by  the  agents  of  the  Water  Soar'". 
Every  plumber  who  gives  security  to  the 
city  that  he  will  comply  with  the  general  regula- 
tions and  perhaps  make  a  report  to  the  Water 
Board  of  the  fixtures  he  puts  in,  becomes  thereby 
an  agent  of  the  city,  so  that  there  need  be  no  oth- 
er supervision  whatever.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  [Mr.  Thacher],  while  at  Providence, 
found,  in  conversation  with  plumbers,  that  they 
were  very  favorable  to  the  idea  of  being  licensed. 
As  the  system  has  been  found  to  work  well  in  oth- 
er cities,  and  will  do  away  with  any  kind  of  super- 
vision by  the  Water  Board, it  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  a  very  desirable  act  to  obtain. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  am  glad  that  this  ques- 
tion has  come  up.  If  we  are  to  have  a  license  sys- 
tem when  our  new  governor  is  inaugurated,  I  do 
not  know  why  plumbers  should  not  b€  included. 
Their  character  is  such  that  nobody  can  trust 
the-n.  Everybody  that  the  plumbers  do  work  for 
thinks  he  is  cheated.  There  is  scarcely  any 
man  who  has  plumbing  done  but  thinks 
he  is  dealing  with  a  logue.  I  believe,  of 
course,  that  plumbers  should  be  licensed, 
and  that  plumbers  should  sacrifice  their 
time  and  ability  to  please  the  community  at 
large.  I  believe  the  same  of  lawyers  ana  doctors, 
that  they,  too,  should  sacrifice  their  own  time, 
and  charge  only  sufficient  to  live  upon,  including 
all  the  quack  doctors  and  lawyers;  and  that  they 
shall  repoit  to  the  Almighty  for  the  deeds  they 
have  done.  But,  seriously,  what  does  this  licens- 
ing of  plumbers  amount  to?  Is  theie  a  man  who 
will  be  appointed  on  that  commission  who 
understands  plumbing?  As  well  might  you 
take  a  plumber  and  put  him  on  the  bench.  What 
would  a  plumber  know  about  Coke  and  Littleton? 
Very  certainly  nothing,  gentleme  i.  This  whole 
thing  looks  like  forcing  the  matter.  The  Water 
Board     now     have     power    to     regulate     the 


hopper  and  pan  closets.  If  you  prevent 
wasteful  fixtures  in  closets  you  accomplish 
what  the  board  asked  for.  What  right  have 
we  to  say  what  kind  of  pipe  shall  go  into 
a  house  ?  If  a  man  wants  to  put  a  cheap  pipe  into 
his  house  he  takes  the  risk  himself.  The  plumber 
is  more  willing  to  sell  expensive  than  cheap  pipe. 
What  you  want  to  regulate  is  the  water  closets 
and  the  faucets.  So  far  as  oipes  are  concerned,  if  a 
man  desires  to  preserve  his  own  properly  he  will 
put  in  good  pipe.  But  a  pipe  has  never  been  in- 
vented that  the  frost  cannot  break.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  licensing  plumbers  or  anybody  else, 
even  lawyers.  This  is  a  free  city,  and  every  mau 
has  a  right  to  go  inti  just  what  business  he  wants 
to.  I  have  a  rieht  to  put  out  my  shingle  as  a  law- 
yer in  Pemberton  square,  and  if  people  have  a 
mind  to  employ  me,  and  pay  me  a  high  price  for 
doing  nothing  for  them,  they  can  do  so. 

What  right  have  we  to  find  fault  with  any  one 
for  doing  .so?  This  question  requires  a  great  deal 
of  consKleration.  The  late  election  told  what  the 
people  can  do  after  deliberation,  and  that  this 
thing  may  be  understood  by  those  outside  as  well 
as  mside  of  the  Council,  I  should  like  to  have  the 
order  lie  on  the  table  for  one  week,  and  I  now 
make  that  motion. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  to  the  fact  that 
lawyers  are  licensed,  and  that  he  cannot  put  o'lt 
his  shingle  without  some  kind  of  an  examination, 
so  that  the  community  mav  be  protected  from  the 
evil  that  he  might  do  in  that  direction.  Now,  the 
question  is,  how  shall  the  AVater  Board  know? 
They  can,  of  course,  regulate  closets  and 
faucets,  pel  haps;  but  the  question  is, 
how  shall  they  know  what  closets  are 
put  in,  and  what'  fixtures  aie  used?  Well,  there 
are  two  ways :  One  would  be  for  the  Water  Board 
to  employ  agents  about  the  city  to  see  what  fix- 
tures are  put  in ;  or  they  might  enter  into  com- 
munication with  the  Inspectors  of  Buildings. 
Another  way  would  be  to  have  some  areneral  reg- 
ulations whereby  all  plumbers  who  comply 
the  Bunker  Hill  District  as  one  of  those  agents, 
agents  of  the  city  and  have  authority  to 
act;  and  thus  the  Water  Board  could  ob- 
tain the  desired  informntion.  It  is  making 
plumbers  sn^istantially  the  agents  of  the  city  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  rules  of  the  Water 
Board.  I  am  sure  if  we  had  the  gentleman  from 
with  those  general  regulations  would  be  the 
his  wor<  would  be  well  and  faithfuUv  done,  and 
he  should  not  be  competed  with  at  all  by  every 
quack  of  his  kind  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— My  modesty  is  so  flat- 
tered that  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  think  it  of  much 
consequence,  but  when  my  friend  from  Ward  12 
says  lawyers  are  licensed, "l  do  not  know  by  what 
authority  he  says  it.  Any  one  can  go  into  court  and 
plead  the  case  of  a  criminal  by  his  request.  I 
have  done  it,  sir,  and  I  may  do  it  again.  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  quash  an  indictment 
drawn  by  the  district  attorney.  Therefore,  I  think 
lawyers  will  accept  the  proposition  that  no  license 
is  necessary  for  them.  The  law  has  been  repealed 
requiring  lawyers  to  have  a  United  States  license. 
Tbey  ao  not  need  it  today. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  passed,  and 
sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  W.nrd  16,  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    7,    1874. 


Adjoiirnert  meeting  at  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

REl'ORT  OF    CITY   OFFICER. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  November  4, 1874. 

Following  is  the  state  of  the  several  appropria- 
tions: 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.     Unexpended. 

General ....  $l:i,ii32,.'i5ti.l0  f  7,2h0,737.H5         S<>,*>51,81h.2.S 

Special 4,532,330.54  l,3.s«,177.50            3,1.52,1.53.04 

$18,4(i4,&Sti.64        88,660,915.35  ^9,803,971.29 

Sent  down. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  ea.^t  on  the  3d  inst.  for  State  and  county 
officers,  also  on  the  propositions  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Chelsea  and  Winthrop  to  this  city,  have 
attended  to  that  duty,  and  have  examined  and 
compared  the  results  as  entered  in  the  City  Clerk's 
records,  and  And  that  the  same  are  correctly  re- 
corded. They  have  also  recounted  the  original 
ballots  for  the  officers  in  the  several  wards  for 
which  requests  were  submitted  to  the  committee, 
and  the  results  based  ujion  the  count  of  the  bal- 
lots by  the  committee  are  substituted  in  said 
record  in  place  of  the  original  returns,  as  is  pro- 
vided by  law.  A  table  exhibiting  the  differences 
between  the  counts  by  tne  ward  officers  and  those 
made  by  the  committee  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  committee  report  that  uj.  on  the  questions 
of  the  annexation  of  Chelsea  ami  Winthrop  to  this 
city  the  results  are  as  follows:  For  Chelsea,  tue 
whole  number  of  yeas  was  6594;  the  whole  number 
of  nays  is  7318.  For  Winthrop,  the  whole  number 
of  yeas  is  6493 ;  the  whole  numberj  of  nays  is  7375. 
So  both  propositions  are  rejected  in  this  city. 

The  committee  report  that  the  following-named 
persons,  having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have  been 
duly  elected  Representatives  to  the  General 
Court: 

Suffolk  County.  District  1,  Nathaniel  Seaver, 
Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Dexter  A.  Tompkins;  2,  Neil 
Doherty,  Michael  Carney,  Patrick  Collins ;  3, 
James  L.  Locke,  George  P.  Kingsley,  Nathaniel  J. 
Rust;  4,  Samuel  Talbot,  Jr.,  (.Charles  Hale,  John 
H.  Woodbui-y;  5,  Francis  M.  Hughes,  Edward  B. 
Rankin,  Horace  L.  Bowker;  G,  Wflliam  E.  Perkins, 
Charles  R.  Codman,  John  T.  Morse,  Jr. ;  7,  Thomas 
F.  I'itzgerald,  James  T.  Mahoaey,  John  B.  Martin; 
8,  Daniel  Noonan,  Amasa  W.  Bailey,  William 
Woods;  9,  Moses  Kimball,  William  Frost;  10,  Jo- 
seph F.  Paul,  John  J.  McNutt;  11.  Richard  H. 
Stearns,  William  B.  Merrill,  Wallace  F.  Robinson; 
12,  Riidiard  Pope,  Thomas  Johnson. 

Norfolk  Count  If.  District  No.  2,  no  choice;  3, 
William  S.  King,  Henry  W.  Fuller,  Ebcnezer 
Adams;  4,  Austin  H.  Connell;  5,  Frederick  P. 
Moseley,  (Tardner  A.  Churchill. 

Miilcilesex  County.  District  No.  1,  James  A.  Mc- 
Donald; 2,  John  D.  Flynn,  John  Sanborn;  3,  Jo- 
seph W.  Hill,  Samuel  R.  Brintnall. 

In  ad.lition  to  the  foregoing  formal  report,  the 
committee  desire  to  add  in  explanation  some  gen- 
eral remarks  on  this  subject. 

It  will  be  noticed  by  an  examination  of  the  ap- 
pended table  that  the  variations  between  the  re- 
turns of  the  ward  officers,  which  are  made  up  in 
the  hurry  and  excitement  in  the  wardrooms,  and 
the  careful  and  deliberate  count  of  the  committee 
are  unusually  slight,  and  speak  well  for  the  gen- 
eral accuracy  of  the  ward  officers.  No  results  are 
substanti.Tlly  affected  by  this  examination  except 
in  the  representative  district  in  Ward  17,  and  the 
senatorial  district  in  Ward  16. 

By  the  returns  of  the  ward  officers  from  Ward 
17,  Joseph  S.  Ropes  had  .'582  and  Richard  Olney  577, 
and  R.  S.  Olney  one,  R.  Oldney  one,  and  one  vote 
for  Richard  Olney  was  rejected  for  technical  in- 
formality, which  consisted  in  the  pasting  of  the 
name  of  Richard  Olney  over  the  name  of  Joseph 
S.  Ropes  in  such  a  way  as  to  cover  the  title,  also, 
of  the  office.  But  the  committee  felt  that  a  proper 
interpretation  should  be  given  to  the  manifest  in- 
tentions of  the  voters,  and  in  their  count  of  the 
ballots  thej  have  credited  all  such  ballots  to 
Richard  Olney,  who  has,  including  all  such  ballots, 


582  votes,  making  a  tie  with  Joseph  S.  Ropes, 
which  fact  must  be  certified  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  a  new  election  must  be 
ordered  by  this  Board,  to  take  place  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  this  month. 

In  counting  the  ballots  in  the  congressio/ial  dis- 
trict, the  committee  have  credited  Josiah  <i.  Ab- 
bott with  all  ballots  which  read  Josiah  G.  Abbott 
of  Chelsea,  and  to  Rutun  S.  Frost  all  ballots  which 
read  Rufus  S.  Frost  of  Boston,  as  these  were  cases 
where  the  intent  of  the  voter  was  clearly  ex- 
pressed by  pasting  the  name  of  the  candidate  over 
another  without  wholly  covering  the  residence  of 
the  party  which  was  printed  on  the  ticket. 

In  the  examination  of  the  ball.tts  cast  in  Ward 
20  for  representatives  to  the  General  Court,  the 
committee  found  eleven  ballots  for  .1.  A.  McDon- 
ald for  representative  to  Congress,  and  one  ballot 
for  D.  G.  Quirk  for  the  same  office,  which  ballots 
were  not  credited  by  the  committee  to  those  per- 
sons as  representatives  to  the  General  Court. 

The  committee  would  here  state  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  counted  each  and  all  of  the 
ballots,  and  they  agreed  in  all  their  counts. 

In  the  progress  of  the  work,  the  committee  no- 
ticed the  following  irregularities : 

In  Ward  1  there  was  found  a  package  contain- 
ing six  ballots  indorsed  "deposited  fraudulently 
and  not  counted."  These  ballots  were  examined 
by  the  committee,  but  are  not  included  in  their 
count.  The  warden  of  Ward  1  apjieared  before 
the  committee  and  stated  that  from  the  appear- 
ance of  these  ballots  and  the  way  in  which  they 
were  folded  the  waul  officers  thought  they  were 
deposited  fiaudulently ;  they  were  deposited  in 
three  p.iicels  of  two  each. 

In  Ward  3  there  were  found  four  packages,  con- 
ta.niiig  in  all  eZcwji  ballots;  these  were  indorsed 
"in  the  opinion  of  the  ward  officers  fraudulently 
cast  and  not  counted."  The  warden  of  this  ward 
was  summoned  and  appeared  befoie  the  committee 
and  stated  that  the  ballots  were,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  ward  officers,  fraudulently  deposited  because 
they  were  folded  up  closely  together  with  one  uni- 
form crease  7nark  through  them.  He  did  not  ex- 
amine the  ballots,  but  placed  them  immediately 
aside  and  indorsed  them,  as  stated.  The  commit- 
tee examined  these  ballots  but  they  are  not  in- 
cluded in  their  count. 

In  Ward  5.  there  was  found  a  package  contain- 
ing twenty-seven  ballots,  indorsed.  "These  ballots 
were  stuffed,  T.  J.  Callahan,  Warden."  The  war- 
den and  cleik  of  this  ward,  and  also  one  of  the 
United  States  marshal-,  a])pointed  for  this  ward, 
were  summoned,  and  appeared  before  the 
committee  and  testified  that  these  balloti 
were  found  pressed  tigluly  together  in 
one  bundle;  and  they  stated  that  as  soon 
as  their  attention  was  drawn  to  the  pack- 
age they  were  satisfied  that  it  did  rot 
pass  through  the  ballot  box,  but  must  have 
been  placed  upon  the  table  where  it  was  found 
(apart  from  the  other  b;dlots),  either  by  some  one 
inside  the  rail,  or  was  placed  there  by  some  person 
outside  the  rail.  These  ballots  were  opened  and 
examined  by  the  committee,  but  are  not  included 
in  their  count.  They  were  evidently  cast  in  the 
interest  of  the  local  representatives  only,  for  the 
names  of  both  candidates  for  Congress  were  found 
among  them. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  if  all  the  fraudulent 
ballots  found  in  the  boxes  of  the  three  wards 
above  mentioned  had  been  counted,  the  result  in 
this  city  would  not  be  affected  thereby.  The  total 
number  of  fraudulent  ballots  in  these  three  wards 
for  a  member  of  Congress  was— for  Rufus  S.  Frost. 
25;  for  Josiah  G.  Abbott,  19. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the 
results  be  certified  to  the  Secietary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, .and  that  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
notify  the  Representatives  of  their  election  to  the 
Gener.-.l  Court.    They  also  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  .accompanying    order  authorizing   a   new 
election  in  Ward  17  for  one  Representative. 
SoLO.MON  B.  Stebbins. 
Francis  A..  Peters. 
Alanson  Bigelow. 

Committee. 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  issued  for  a  meeting 
of  the  legal  voters  of  Ward  17,  on  Monday,  the 
twenty-third  diiy  of  November  instant  (being  the 
fourth  Monday  ill  said  month),  at  eight  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for 
one  Representative  to  the  General  Court  for  the 
Second  District  of  Norfolk  County,  there  having 
been  no  choice  of  Representative  on  the  third  of 
November  instant.  The  polls  to  be  kept  open  un- 
til four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Appended  is  the  table  referred  to  in  the  report : 
Fourth  Congressional  District. 


Ward  Returns. 

Official  Count. 

Wards. 

Frost. 

Abbott. 

Scat. 

Frost. 

Abbott.    Scat 

1... 

..1,104 

1,267 

1,105 

1,265         .. 

2... 

..    515 

1,609 

,  . 

517 

1,576           2 

3... 

..    520 

841 

3 

525 

841           3 

4... 

..    449 

547 

3 

450 

546           3 

5... 

..    379 

353 

1 

378 

352           5 

6... 

..    749 

675 

3 

755 

664           6 

9... 

..    924 

507 

4 

924 

505           8 

173 
256 
143 

57 
76 
10 


Totals....  4,640         5.799         ..  4,6.54         5,749 

Fifth  Norfolk  Senator,  Ward  16. 

Ward  Retvirns.       Official  Count. 

Smith 1,038  1,038 

Wentworth 725  798 

Scattering 28  21 

Rej)resentative  to  General  Count,  Ward  5. 
Names.  Ward  Returns.       Official  Count. 

Edward  B.  Rankin 340  344 

Francis  W .  Hughes 347  3.57 

Horace  L.  Bowker 268  277 

George  A.  Shaw 255  257 

John  M.  Maguire 165 

Roger  H.  Scannell 245 

Wilham  W.  Thain 143 

Robert  McCue        45 

Michael  H.  McCarthy 70 

All  others 7 

Representative  to  General  Count,  Ward  17. 

Ward  Returns.       official  Count. 

Joseph  S.Ropes 582  582 

Richard  Olney 577  582 

R.  S.  Olney 1 

Richard  Oidney 1 

Francis  M.  Weld 1 

One  vote  for  Richard  Olney  thrown  out  for  tech- 
nical informality. 

Representative  to  General  Court,  Ward  20. 

Ward  Returns.    OfficialCount. 

James  McDonald 534  521 

Dennis  G.  Quirk 492  512 

Franklin  Hopkins 441  446 

Dennis  Quirk 26 

F.  McDonald 1 

All  others 4  4 

Representative  to  General  Court,  Ward  21. 

Ward  Returns.         Official  Count. 

John  D.  Flynn 894  892 

John  Sanborn 813  813 

George  R.Kelso 666  666 

John  Samson 789  790 

Allen  D.Hall 190  185 

AUothers 28 

Alderman   Peters— I   merely   wish   to    say,  al- 
thouiih  it  was  not  woith  while  to   put  it  into  tiie 


report,  that  the  work  of  the  commi'  tee  was  mvieh 
increased  by  the  ward  officers  rolling  up  the  pack- 
ages of  ballots  instead  of  letting  them  remain  flat 
in  the  box  as  heretofore.  I  trust  the  ward  officers 
hereafter  will  not  roll  them  up.  The  ballots  are 
not  only  easier  to  count  when  in  flat  packages, 
but  they  can  be  more  easily  packed  in  that  way. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  occurs  to  me  to  remark, 
also,  in  connection  with  the  variation  of  the  vote 
in  Ward  2  for  members  of  Congress,  that  perhaps 
I  had  better  state  bow  this  was  caused.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  vote,  as  counted  by  the  commit- 
tee, is  less  than  that  reported  by  the  ward  officers. 
The  votes  in  this  box  were  rolled  up,  as  mentioned 
by  the  Alderman  from  West  Roxbury,  and  mark- 
ed "100  straight  tici^ets."  But, upon  examination, 
one  package  was  found  to  contain  eighty-eight 
and  another  seventy-eight,  thereby  making  the 
difference  between  the  reports  of  the  committee 
and  the  ward  officers.  It  was  a  mpre  error  in 
counting  and  indorsing  the  package  by  the  ward 
officers. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  pas.-ed. 

COAL  FOB  THE  POLICE  BOAT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
suiimitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  supplying  coal  required 
for  the  running  of  the  police  steamboat  Protector 
to  July  1. 1875;  the  expetse thereof  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Alderman  Peters — Has  the  chairman  ascer- 
tained whether  a  different  kind  of  coal  is  re- 
quired from  that  supplied  by  the  contractor  with 
the  Committee  on  Fuel,  and  whether  we  have  not 
got  to  take  the  coal  under  that  contract.  That 
matter  was  in  doubt  when  1  last  saw  the  chairman, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  we  can  con- 
tract outside  or  whether  we  are  held  to  the  con- 
tract with  the  Committee  on  Fuel. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  kind  of  coal  required  by 
the  police  boat  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  contract 
to  supply  the  city  with  fuel.  Another  reason 
is,  we  must  have  it  where  it  can  be  loaded  con- 
veniently at  all  hours,  which  we  fhall  have  to  do 
in  case  of  large  Are,  and  we  must  have  a  place 
where  we  can  come  and  coal  up  without  delay. 
We  have  found  a  place  in  Chaiiestown,  where,  if 
this  order  is  passed,  this  can  be  done,  and 
which  will  be  of  immense  betietit  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    9,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  juiors  were  drawn  for  the 
Superior  Court  (Second  Session). 

EXECUTIVE     NOMINATION    CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Ephraim  W.  Farr. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  were  considered, 
and  no  objection  being  offered,  they  were  several- 
ly recommitted  as  follows : 

'  On  expediency  of  constructing  a  common  sewer 
in  Third  street  between  O  &  N  streets— to  Coai- 
mittee  on  Sewers. 

On  petition  of  G.  K.  Withingtou,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  923 
Tremont  street— to  the  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

Or  petition  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company, 
for  extension  of  location  in  Ward  12,  and  on  peti- 
tion of  Metropolitan  Radroad  Company,  for  a 
location  on  Columbus  avenue— severally  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

CITIZENS'   GAS-LIGHT  COMPANY. 

The  petition  of  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Company  for 
leave  to  open  the  streets  of  the  city  and  lay  down 
pipes  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  citizens  with 
gas,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  to  all  parties  objecting. 

Hons.  P.  A.  Collins  and  Henry  D.  Hyde  ap- 
peared for  the  petitioners;  Hon.  R.  M.  Morse.  Jr., 
ajjpeared  for  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  and 
Mr.  George  Pucnam,  Jr.,  for  the  South  Boston 
Gas  Company,  as  remonstrants. 

Alderman  Worthington  suggested  that  it  was  a 
very  important  subject,  that  several  gentlemen 
who  had  expected  to  be  present  were  not  here, 
and  moved  tliat  tbe  hearing  be  postponed.  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  Emery,  and  Power  objected  to  a 
postponement.  Alderman  Worthington  withdrew 
the  motion,  and  the  hearing  proceeded. 
•  Mr.  Collins  opened  the  case  for  the  petitioners, 
giving  a  histoi'v  of  the  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany. At  tne  last  Legislature  live  gentlemen, 
supported  by  3215  taxpayers,  representing  sixty 
million  dollars,  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  of  incorporation  as  a  Citizens'  Gas  Company. 
There  was  a  hearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Mercantile  Affairs,  and  the  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company  appeared  in  opposition.  A  divided  re- 
port was  made,  but  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate incorporating  A.  H.  Rice  and  others  as  the 
Citizens'  Gas  Light  Company  of  Boston.  In  that 
bill  was  a  proviso  that  the  company  shoud  not 
sell  out  their  charter  to  the  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company,  and  should  be  responsible  for  all  dam- 
age done  to  the  water  pipes  or  sewers,  and  should 
he  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  should  prescribe ;  and  that  bUl  went 
to  the  House,  where  a  substitute  was  passed  with 
a  section  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  gas 
works  by  the  city  and  allowing  the  city  to  pur- 
chase the  Boston  Gas  Light  Works  within  one  year. 
This  bill  was  defeated  in  the  Senate.  The  peti- 
tioners did  not  at  first  organize  under  the  general 
law  because  they  wanted  authority  to  increase 
their  capital  stock  to  two  and  a  half  millions. 
Since  then  the  company  has  been  formed  under 
the  general  law  with  a  capital  of  $5000,  with  the 
privilege  of  increasing  it  to  a  million.  The  mini- 
mum amount  was  taken  in  order  to  save  the  fees 
necessary  to  pay  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

It  is  proposed,  if  the  consent  of  the  Board  is  ob- 
tained to  lay  down  pipes  in  the  streets,  to  go 
ahead  and  increase  the  capital  to  a  million  dollars, 
to  lay  pipes  and  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  and  when  the  million 
dollars  capital  is  used  up  to  go  to  the  Legislature 
and  get  authority  to  make  a  further  increase. 
George  O.  Carpenter  is  president  of  the  company 
and  Henry  Smith  treasurer.  The  petitioners  are 
prepared  to  give  any  information  the  Board  de- 
sired, and  Mr.  Collins  proceeded  to  call  his  wit- 
nesses. 

Mr.  George  O.  Carpenter,  president  of  the  new 
company,  said  that  the  interests  of  the  city  were 
such  that  no  one  company  should  have  a  monopo- 


ly, but  that  gas  should  be  furnished  at  reasonable 
prices.  The  Bo-ton  Gas  Company  never  had  any 
restrictions  placed  upon  it,  and  charged  consu- 
mers whatever  it  desired.  The  new  comisany  had 
been  formed  in  good  faich,  and  if  allowed  to  lay 
pipes,  etc.,  one  of  its  first  acts  would  be  to  redaoo 
the  price  of  gas  much  lower  than  that  chaiged  by 
the  Boston  Gas  Company.  The  Citizens'  Company 
desired  to  have  such  restrictions  placed  upon  it  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  deemed  wise,  and  their  in- 
tentions and  purposes  were  nonest. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Horse,  on  behalf  of  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company, inquired  of  Mr.  Carpenter  how 
much  money  had  been  pa'd  in.  Mr.  Carpenter  re- 
jdied  that  the  sum  of  $5000  had  been  paid  in ;  that 
the  corporation  had  not  deemed  it  prudent  to 
commence  the  erection  of  works  until  permission 
was  first  obtained  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen ;  it 
was  proposed  to  make  gas  out  of  coal  and  i.oL  of 
petroleum;  the  manufacture  of  gas  had  been  dis- 
cussed for  some  time  past  and  several  gentlemen 
had  been  consulted  in  the  matter;  the  main  reason 
that  he  favored  the  new  company  was  because  he 
considered  that  competition  was  a  good  thing  in  a 
growing  community. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  George  Putnam,  Jr.,  counsel 
for  tne  South  Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  Mr. 
Carpenter  said  that  the  Citizeiis'  Uas  Company 
desired  to  cover  the  fenme  territory  as  was  now 
covered  by  the  Boston  Gas  Company;  the  new 
company  desired  always  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen;  although  the  new  corpo- 
ration had  no  general  iuea  of  the  manirfacture  of 
gas,  etc.,  i-e  was  willing  to  say  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  associates  that  they  would  pay  in  $250,000 ; 
the  profits  made  by  the  Boston  Gas  Company  were 
enough  to  convince  them  that  the  experiment 
would  be  a  safe  one. 

George  P.  Baldwin  said  to  Mr.  Hyde  that  he 
was  acting  in  good  faith,  was  wilhng  to  put  in 
every  dollar  he  has  or  can  borrow.  As  Director  of 
the  Public  Institutions  he  said  the  cost  of  manu- 
facturing gas  at  the  House  Kjf  Correction  and 
Deer  Island  is  $1.05  per  thousand;  at  the  Lunatic 
Ho-pital  and  Home  for  the  Poor  the  cost  is  the 
same,  while  the  Boston  Gas  Company  charges  him 
$2.50  tier  thousand. 

To  Mr.  Morse  he  said  there  was  a  regular  en- 
gineer employed  at  the  houses  ot  Industry  and 
Correction;  did  not  know  the  engineer's  name; 
he  had  the  report  of  his  associates  on  the  board, 
each  month,  giving  the  cost  of  making  the  gas; 
he  knew  his  statement  was  within  a  very  tew 
cents  at  least;  every  expense  is  included  except 
interest  on  cost  of  laying  pipes;  labor  at  the 
island  is  a  merely  nominal  sum,  but  a  compe- 
tent superintendent  is  employed;  some  of  the 
labor  is  dcce  by  convicts;  the  only  labor  al- 
lowed for  is  what  is  paid  for,  as  he  under- 
stood it;  the  principal  cost  is  the  material 
itself  from  which  the  gas  is  made;  the  coarse 
labor  is  done  by  the  inmates;  he  thougnt  each 
report  gave  the  number  of  days'  labor,  and  would 
have  it  brought  before  the  Board ;  the  coal  used 
is  a  bituminous  coal;  had  heard  it  said  that  the 
best  coal  is  cheapest,  and  thought  it  cost  eight 
dollars  per  ton  or  more;  had  never  noticed  the 
quality  of  the  Boston  Gas  Company's  coal;  had 
never  made  particular  inquiries  as  to  what  it  cost 
the  gas  company ;  he  did  not  profess  to  be  an  ex- 
pert, but  he  bad  taken  hold  of  many  businesses 
with  less  information  than  he  had  of  this;  he  be- 
lieved that  a  company  that  had  had  a  monopoly 
for  fifty  years  could  not  be  harmed  by  honorable 
competition;  he  wanted  a  fair  return  for  his 
money  by  judicious  management  and  courtesy  to 
the  customers. 

Mr.  Morse  asked  Mr.  Baldwin  if  he  would  be 
satisfied  with  three  per  cent.,  and  Mr.  Baldwin 
declined  to  answer. 

Mr.  Morse  said  he  wanted  to  urobe  this  matter 
tx)  the  bottom,  and  see  what  basis  the  movement 
had. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  a  return  of  from  eigl  t  to  ten 
per  cent,  would  be  a  fair  return,  and  if  he  received 
that  he  would  be  satisfied.  He  knew  the  project 
was  started  in  good  faith  to  provide  the  citizens 
with  good  gas  at  as  low  lates  as  possible. 

Mr.  Morse  asked  Mr.  Baldwin  how  much  his  sub- 
scription to  the  ¥5000  was ;  Mr.  Hyde  objected  and 
said  that  if  any  member  of  the  Board  desired  to 
see  their  subscription  list  of  $1,000,000,  or  desired 
a  $100,000  deposit  for  a  guarantee,  they  could  have 
it  tomorrow.  It  is  rather  an  impertinent  question 
for  a  rival  corporation  to  ask  bow  much  the  stock 
holders  have  paid  in.  They  came  in  good  faith  to 
pay  and  risk  their  own  money. 
Mr.  Morse  desired  that  the  subscription  paper 
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should  be  proiluccd ;  it  was  a  ridiculous  proposi- 
tion tliat  a  company  should  wan„  to  huila  works 
and  lay  nines  with  a  capital  of  only  $5000. 

Mr.  Hyde  said  the  City  Government  might  T)ut 
any  conJlition  they  chose,  requiring  that  not  a 
street  should  be  opened  until  $1,000,000  had  been 
subscribed. 

To  Mr.  Morse  Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  no  definite 
estimates  had  been  made  as  to  the  exact  cost  of 
works  or  laying  pipes,  but  they  had  had  state- 
ments from  several  parties  making  approximate 
estimates,  and  he  was  astonishi'tl  to  lear"  how 
cheaply  gas  could  be  made  at  the  public  institu- 
tions; he  had  also  lalked  with  several  parties  in 
New  York. 

To  Mr.  Putnam  Mr.  Baldwin  said  estimates  had 
been  made  that  they  could  furnish  gas  at  a  less 
rate  than  is  at  present  furnished  by  the  Boston 
Gas  Light  Company  ;  he  knew  they  had  intelligent 
gentlemen  who  iiad  made  such  estimates;  he  did 
not  suppose  they  would  first  begin  to  supply  gas ; 
they  intended  to  start  within  the  present  city  lim- 
its; no  action  has  been  taken;  he  did  not  care  lo 
advertise  the  amount  he  was  willing  to  suiisoribe 
to  the  million  dollars ;  it  was  a  question  as 
to  how  many  customers  they  eould  get  away 
from  the  Boston  (ias  Light  Company. 

To  Alderman  Brooks  Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  did 
not  know  the  kind  of  coal  to  be  used,  but  it  would 
be  the  best. 

To  Alderman  Peters  Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  in 
the  estimate  of  the  Deer  Island  gas  no  allowance 
was  made  for  Interest  on  works. 

To  Mr.  Collins  Mr.  Baldwin  said  they  proposed 
to  go  anywhere  they  could  get  customers,  and  to 
take  their  own  risk. 

Mr.  Leopold  Morse  (called  by  Mr.  Collins)  said 
he  was  one  of  the  corporators,  acting  in  good 
faith,  and  intended  to  go  ahead. 

To  Mr.  R.  M.  Morse  Mr.  Leopold  Morse  said  it 
was  generally  understood  by  his  friends  that  he 
was  willing  to  go  ahead.  He  had  not  seen  any 
subscription  paper  for  a  million  dollars;  his  sub- 
scription to  the  original  company  was  $500 ;  he  had 
made  no  special  estimate,  but  his  general  impres- 
sion was  that  chey  could  mpke  a  success  of  it.  He 
was  not  so  great  a  philanthropist  as  the  Boston 
Gas  Company  is,  but  perhaps  *he  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton would  get  as  much  benefit  from  his  company 
as  from  the  other;  he  had  formed  a  general  opin- 
ion that  the  business  was  profitable,  else  the  Bos- 
ton Gas  Light  Company  would  not  be  there  to  op- 
pose it. 

Mr.  John  P.  Kennedy,  called  by  Mr.  Collins,  said 
he  was  managing  director  of  the  Mutual  Gas  Light 
Company  ot  New  York,  and  had  had  twenty-live 
years'  exi)erience  in  building  gas  works  in  San 
Francisco,  Newark,  Detroit,  New  York  and  other 
cities.  In  Detroit  there  were  two  companies, 
whose  pipes  w  ere  laid  side  by  side,  and  in  New 
York  there  were  five,  one  of  which  had  a  right  to 
go  into  the  district  of  either  of  the  other  four.  In 
New  York  there  are  four  companies,  each  with  a 
separate  district,  and  the  Mutual  has  the  right  to 
go  into  all  districts,  though  only  three  are  occu- 
pied at  present. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Morse,  he  said  the  priceinNew 
York  was  $2.75,  the  competing  company  charging 
the  same  as  the  otheis;  but  the  quality  of  the 
gas  has  been  much  improved,  and  therefore  there 
nad  been  a  substantial 'eduction.  In  Detroit  the 
old  company  v/as  selling  for  $2,  and  the  new  com- 
pany for  $1  to  large  consumers  and  |1.50  to  small 
consumers.  He  thought  gas  could  be  furnished 
in  Boston  by  the  new  company  for  $2,  and  the 
company  pay  a  goi  d  dividend  at  that  price. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  the  Mutual  company  had  not 
paid  a  dividend  because  they  had  to  spend  all 
their  earnings  in  extending' their  works.  They 
had  been  operating  two  years,  spent  three  mil- 
lions for  works ;  they  use  the  Pennsylvania  coal ; 
have  seventy  miles  of  pipes  laid.  It  took  about 
eight  months  to  l.uild  the  works  in  Detroit,  where 
gas  has  been  reduced  from  $2  per  thousand  to  $1 
for  large  consumers  and  $1.50  for  small  ones. 

To  Mr.  Putnam,  Mr.  Kennedy  said  he  had  not 
made  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  works  for  Boston. 
The  reduction  in  the  New  York  price  was  from 
the  fact  that  the  gas  is  of  a  better  quality,  gives  a 
better  light,  and^the  better  the  gas  the  slower  it 
passes  through  the  meters.  The  interra[)tion  to 
travel  bv  laying  the  p'pes  had  not  been  very  arreat. 

Questions  were  asked  Mr.  Kennedy  as  to  the 
cost  of  making  gas  and  he  replied  that  that  in- 
formation was  the  property  of  the  companies  who 
employed  him  and  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to 
tell  it  without  their  authority.  He  thought  there 
was  enough  margin  to  iiiducie  men  to  go  into  the 


business ;  with  works  of  modern  construction,  and 
with  judicious  management  gas  could  be  sold  at  a 
less  price  jier  thousand  than  is  now  charged,  and 
with  a  maigin  left  for  a  fair  i)rotit. 

To  Alderman  Hall  Mr.  Kenneily  said  the  light 
in  that  room  was  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  candle 
power ;  in  New  York  the  Mutual  Company  supnlies 
twenty-candle  power,  while  that  of  the  other  com- 
panies is  fourteen  and  a  half  and  sixteen  and  a 
half  candle  power. 

He  declined  to  state  what  the  cost  per  thousand 
feet  was  to  the  Mutual  Gas  Company. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  they  were  talk- 
ing a  great  deal  without  coming  to  the  point.  The 
new  company  ask  leave  to  open  the  streets  and 
say  they  can  furnish  gas  at  a  less  price  than  is  at 
present  charged  ana  pay  a  profit  to  their  stock- 
holders. That  is  the  direct  point  the  Board  want.  If 
he  voted  to  give  this  company  leave  to  dig  up  the 
streets,  he  must  be  assured  that  they  can  furnish 
gas  at  a  less  price  and  at  a  profit,  so  that  here- 
after the  city  will  have  two  competing  companies 
and  the  new  one  will  not  be  sold  out  to  the  Boston 
Gas  Light  Company,  and  the  city  will  not  have 
only  one  company  after  having  submitted  to  the 
inconvenience  of  digging  up  the  streets.  He  de- 
sired the  new  company  to  answer  that  question, 
as  that  was  the  point  to  be  decided,  and  which 
should  be  decided  before  the  permit  is  given.  He 
wanted  the  solid  facts,  without  any  equivocation. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  he  could  guarantee  to  give  a 
better  light  for  a  less  |)rice  than  what  gas  is  now 
sold  for.  He  thimght  they  could  afford  it  for  a  less 
price  than  $2.50  per  thousand  and  leave  a  margin 
for  a  profit.  In  Nev/  Y'ork  the  city  pays  thirty- 
three  dollars  per  street  lamp,  including'the  light- 
ing and  the  repairs,  while  the  price  was  fifty- three 
dollars  when  they  began  work.  That  was  at  the 
rate  of  $2.75  per  thousand. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Greenough,  president  of  the  Boston 
Gas  Light  Company,  took  the  stand  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Hyde,  counsel  for  the  petitioners.  The 
price  of  gas  now  is  $2.50  per  thousand,  but  he  did 
rot  feel  authorized  to  state  the  co~t  per  thousand 
without  the  consent  of  his  directors;  he  regarded 
the  information  as  confidential.  The  corporation 
started  with  $75,000  capital;  $2,500,000  are  paid  in, 
and  recently  $1,500,000  were  added  at  $7.35.  with  a 
par  value  of  $5.  They  had  regularly  paid  ten  per 
cent,  dividends.  Their  works  are  taxed  for 
$3,000,000;  the  pipe^  are  assessed  a'l  personal 
property  at  $650,000.  He  did  not  know 
of  any  "city  in  America  which  afforded  such  good 
facilities  for  delivering  gas  to  consumers  as  Bos- 
ton. The  average  power  of  the  gas  made  last  year 
was  nineteen  candles ;  it  is  tested  daily  at  the 
works  and  at  the  office;  possibly  it  might  go  down 
to  sixteen,  but  he  never  knew  it  to  go  down  to 
fourteen.  It  had  been  the  object  of  the  company 
to  furnish  gas  at  an  average  rate  to  the  consumer, 
though  the  cost  had  varied  at  different  times. 
He  believed  that  if  the  people  had  better  infoiina- 
tion  in  regard  to  the  gas  company  they  w  ould  not 
be  so  prejudiced  against  them.  lie  believed 
that  the  ga«:  furnished  in  Boston  was,  in 
propo'tion  to  the  cost,  cheaper  than  in  any  other 
city  in  the  United  States. '  He  did  not  see  that 
there  was  any  reason  for  another  gas  company 
where  one  could  do  the  work.  Tlie  number  of 
consumers  is  limited ;  the  capital  employed  must 
]iay  its  dividends.  Mr.  Greenough  explained  at 
some  length  the  method  of  collecting  the  bills, 
and  to  Aldeiman  Cutler  he  said  the  unpaid  bills 
amounted  to  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  per 
cent,  a  year. 

To  /Aldermen  Peters  and  Hall  Mr.  Greenough 
said  the  street  lamps  in  Boston  burned  four  feet 
an  hour,  while  in  New  York  it  was  only  three  feet. 

Mr.  Kennedy  (recalled)  said  to  Alderman  Worth- 
ington that  it  was  his  impression  that  a  new  com- 
pany could  furnish  gas  at  $2  a  thousand  and  pay  a 
dividend. 

After  further  remarks  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  postponed  to  4  P.  M.  next 
Monday,  and  the  Board  voted  that  the  next  legu- 
lar  meeting  should  be  at  3  P.  M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lanrls. 
Rowland  Ellis  ct  al.,  that  the  passageways  west 
of  Tremont  street,  from  Worcester  street  to  New- 
tor  street,  be  drained. 

To  i.he  Committee  on  Lainps.  Francis  J.  Ward 
et  al.,  for  a  street  lamp  on  Cleveland  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspee- 
tion.  o/Builclint/s.  J.  S.  Nason,  for  leave  to  enlarge 
a  wooden  buUding  at  628  Main  street,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.    Joseph 
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Needham,  for  leave  to  erect  a  small  furnace  on 
Bennington  street,  near  Saratoga  street. 

To  the  Commute  on  Market.  Samuel  Talbot, 
Jr.,  et  al.,  oecupints  of  Quincy  and  Faneuil  Hall 
markets,  representing  that  the  room  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  said  markets  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
transaction  of  the  business  that  rightfully  be- 
longed to  it;  and  believing  it  to  be  lor  the  best 
interests  of  buyer  and  seller,  and  of  the  public  at 
large,  to  have  the  business  concentrated  in  one 
place  instead  of  having  two  markets,  the  petition- 
ers suggested  that  the  tract  of  land  lying  between 
the  extension  of  South  Market  street  and  ihe 
granite  stores  on  Commercial  street  owned .  by 
Hon.  Josiah  Quincy  and  others  would  be  a  suita- 
ble place  to  accommodate  the  increasing  business 
of  our  markets,  and  a  place  where  the  buyer  and 
seller  as  well  as  the  public  at  large  would  be  bet- 
ter accommodated  tlian  they  possibly  could  be  by 
having  the  market  business  carried  on  in  two  sep- 
arate places  as  at  the  present  time. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paviru/.  A.  M.  Morton 
&  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  stores  on  the  Washington- 
street  extension  be  numbered. 

"Wilson  &  Brother  et  al.,  that  Athens  street  be 
paved  and  sidewalks  laid  between  A  and  B  streets. 

Eli  Fernald.  for  an  appropriation  to  put  Fort 
avenue  in  order. 

Howard  Slade,  for  leave  to  erect  a  lamppost 
and  lantern  at  88  and  90  Court  street. 

D.  Chamherlin  et  al.,  that  Mystic  street,  be- 
tween Dedham  and  Canton  streets,  be  paved. 

M.  B.  Murray,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Russell  street,  Charlestoivn. 

Axel  Dearborn  et  al.,  that  Cumston  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

G.  S.  Hillard  ajd  S.  S.  Shaw,  trustees,  to  be 
compensated  for  grade  damages  at  9  and  11  Corn- 
hill. 

Trustees  of  Tufts  College,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Kilby  street. 

Augustus  Taechella  et  al.,  that  Stillman  place 
be  paved. 

Choate  Burnham  et  al.,  that  Vale  street,  east  of 
Lowland  street,  by  graded. 

Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that  Culvert  street 
be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  F.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  twenty-five  horses  on  Norfolk 
avenue,  near  Hampden  street. 

Thomas  Bager,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  hors(s  on  Washington  street.  Ward 
IG. 

J.  Ellery  Piper,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twelve  horses  on  wharf  476  and  478  At- 
lantic avenue. 

William  Cogan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Ninth  street,  near  H. 

Lancaster  &  lipham,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  cow  and  one  horse,  on 
wharf  285  Medford  street.  Ward  21. 

Margaret  Caddick,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Bremen  street,  rear  of  309 
and  311  Bennington  street.  Ward  1. 

J.  Ingersoll  Bowlitch,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  additional  horses  on  Pond 
street. 

N.  C.  A.  Preble  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed stable  on  Head  place. 

Heirs  of  William  Brigham,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain a  cellar  be'ow  grade  at  1053  Washington  street. 

Joseph  F.  Barry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Spring  park.  Ward  17. 

Thomas  Liversidge,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  horses  on  River  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  F.  Bradford  $2587.50,  for 
"Washington-street  damages. 

Order  to  pay  the  Fifty  Associates  $2555,  for 
Washington-street  damages. 

Order  to  pay  the  Fifty  Associates  $3010,  for  Brat- 
tle-street damages. 

Order  to  pay  D.  B.  Flint  $297.91,  for  Cottage- 
street  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  A.  Johnson  $7000,  for  Kilby- 
street  grade  dama9;es. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  sidewalks  on 
H  street  from  Broadway  to  Emerson  street. 

Order  to  pave  Athens  street,  between  B  and  C 
streets,with  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $4000. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPEBS  fkom;  the  common  council. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to  li- 
cense plumbers,  and  to  make  regulations  relating 
to  water  fixtures. 


Alderman  Cutter — I  move  to  lay  the  order  on 
the  table.    Lost. 

Alderman  Cutter— Members  of  the  Board  may 
be  familiar  with  this,  but  I  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  that  we  might  gain  some  information.  I 
hardly  think  we  are  ready  to  license  plumbers.  If 
you  have  to  employ  a  plumber  in  an  emergency 
and  cannot  get  any  but  a  licensed  plumber,  the 
tenants  would  have  to  wait,  and  perhaps  suffer  in- 
jury. It  would  be  as  well  to  license  gas-fitters  as 
plumbers.  The  Water  Board  can  inspect  the 
works  at  any  time.  There  was  no  certainty  of 
getting  the  work  done  better  under  a  license  sys- 
tem, and  the  large  firms  will  send  incompetent 
men  to  do  the  work. 

Alderman  Peters — The  attempt  to  have  the  Wa- 
ter Board  regulate  fixtures  is  altogether  without 
precedent.  Why  cannot  we  as  well  license  lathers, 
builders  and  masons?  Any  man  who  has  a  right 
to  cari-y  on  a  business  should  not  be  compelled  to 
takeout  a  license.  I  doubt  whether  any  such  a 
law  would  be  legal. 

AMerman  Power — I  object  to  the  order  because 
it  is  clearly  illegal  to  compel  a  man  doing  a  legiti- 
mate business  to  take  out  a  license. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  and  stated  that  it 
was  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  such  a  law. 

Alderman  Power  -  But  I  do  not  believe  the  Leg- 
islature has  any  authority  to  pass  such  a  law.  I 
think  it  would  be  in  conflict  with  the  constitution. 
The  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing  this  city 
to  issue  fire  bonds,  but  the  Sunreme  Court  decid- 
ed that  they  had  no  right  to  pass  such  a  law. 

Alderman  Prescott— Probably  it  it  is  unconsti- 
tional  the  Legislature  will  not  pass  it.  The  Board 
now  has  power  to  license  auctioneers,  pawn  brok- 
ers, victuallers,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  get 
authority  to  license  plumbers.  I  understand  that 
in  other  cities  where  pUimbers  are  licensed,  this 
system  works  well.  Cert  .inly  it  will  do  no  harm 
to  get  the  authority. 

Alderman  Stebbins — This  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  last  June  by 
an  order  reported  from  the  Water  Board  based 
on  a  report  of  the  Water  Registrar,  who  went  into 
the  matter  very  thoroughly  and  showed  the  ne- 
cessity for  licensing  plumbers.  The  order  was 
passed  and  the  legi'lative  committee  agreed  to 
report  a  bill,  but  afterward  some  influence  was 
brought  to  bear  and  the  bill  was  withheld,  and 
later  in  the  session  a  report  was  made  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw.  During  the 
yeir  the  Water  Registrar  has  again  and  again 
called  attention  to  the  necessity  of  licensing 
plumbers  as  is  done  Iti  New  York,  Al- 
bany, Chicago  and  other  cities,  where  plumb- 
ers are  not  allowed  to  place  fixtuiesina  house 
until  they  are  inspected  by  the  Water  Board.  The 
difficulty  is  that  cheap  works  ate  put  in  which 
cause  not  only  loss  to  the  owner,  but  a  great  waste 
of  water.  This  movement  is  in  the  interest  of 
people  who  purchase  houses.  It  will  cost  a  little 
more  in  the  first  place,  but  the  pipes  will  be  ynt 
where  they  cannot  freeze.  Such  a  system  will 
not  prevent  any  one  from  employing  eheaiJ 
clumbers  if  he  chooses;  it  simply  provides  that 
plumbers  shall  put  it  fixtures  that  must  be  in- 
spected by  the  Water  Board.  All  the  most  re- 
spectable plumbers  in  the  city  desire  the  system. 

Alderman  Cuttei' — I  hr^ve  no  doubt  the  boss 
plumbers  desire  such  a  law  as  this,  because  they 
want  absolute  power  to  compel  citizens  to  employ 
them.  If  a  man  should  come  here  from  the  Prov- 
inces who  had  served  .'even  years  at  his  trade,  we 
could  not  employ  him.  I  had  plumbing  done  by 
Lockwood  &  Lumb  which  did  not  prove  good. 
When  I  went  to  see  about  it,  the  man  who 
did  the  work  had  been  discharged,  and  they 
could  not  tell  me  anything  about  it.  Yet 
who  pretends  that  Lockwood  &  Lumb  would 
be  refused  a  license?  I  want  a  plumber 
who  carries  on  his  own  businsss  and  does  his  own 
work.  Ttie  Alderman  from  Ward  8  promised  to 
notify  me  when  that  hearing  was  to  take  place, 
but  he  did  not.  But  when  the  committee  came  to 
hear  the  argument  on  the  other  side  they  refused 
the  bill.  I  say  it  is  well  for  this  Board  to  consider 
well  before  this  petition  to  inaugurate  such  a 
despotism  as  this  will  be  is  granted. 

Aldeiman  Brooks— This  is  simply  proscription 
in  regard  to  plumbing.  Only  favorites  would  be 
licensed. 

Alderman  Hall— It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to 
stop  before  we  begin  to  license  the  mechanics  of 
this  country.  Every  man  who  comes  to  this  con- 
tinent should  not  be  shut  out  from  the  privilege 
of  earning  his  daily  bread,  and  should  be  allowed 
to  work  without  a  license.     You  sent  the  Mayor 
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toi  the  Legislature  for  power  to  consolidate 
the  two  water  boards,  and  you  not  a 
liceiif-e  for  him  to  appoint  three  eouiniis- 
sioners.  Instead  of  the  Water  Boaid  try- 
ing to  liceni-e  plumbers,  they  had  better  try  to 
find  the  leaks.  The  Water  IJoard,  imbecile  as  it  is 
today,  has  got  all  it  can  do  without  trying  to 
license  plumbers.  This  is  one  of  the  most  out- 
rageous acts  ever  attempted  in  this  city.  If  you 
pass  this  tonight,  require  that  all  mechanics  shall 
be  licensed,  and  the  people  will  treat  it  as  they  did 
Governor  Talbot  for  vetoing  the  liquor  bills. 

Alderman  Peters— People  who  build  houses  have 
the  right  to  employ  any  one  they  please.  It  is 
ridiculous  to  say  that  this  thing  shall  be  regulated 
by  onlv  three  men.  I  move  that  tni>>  order  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  that  we  get  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  on  the  question. 

Tne  motion  was  lost— y^ae  5,  nays  8. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Preseott,  S';ebbins,  Wortliington— 8. 

Ahlerman  Cutter  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"shall,"  and  insert  "may,"  so  that  it  shall  read 
"plumbers  may  be  licensed." 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  "shall"  the 
right  word;  they  wxnted  something  positive. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  law  might  amount 
to  something  if  the  amendment  were  adopted; 
but  that  It  would  n't  if  the  amendment  were  not 
passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  the  Legislature 
could  be  trusted. 

The  amei.dment  was  lost — 5  for,  6  against. 

On  motion  ol  Alderman  Brooks,  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  for  half -past  five  o'clock  P.  M. 
next  Monday — yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Biooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Hall,  Peters,  Power — 7. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Bigelow,  Harris,  Preseott, 
SteDOins,  Worthington— 5. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  for  au- 
thority to  take  waters  of  Charles  River  for  sup- 
ply to  this  city.  Laid  on  the  table  for  one  week, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Report  in  a  new  draft  of  an  ordinance  to  re- 
strict the  rate  of  speed  for  driving  in  the  public 
streets  to  seven  miles  an  hour,  except  in  Wards  16, 
17  and  19,  where  the  rate  may  be  ten  miles  an  hour. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"with  the  exception  of  the  driveway  round  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir,  situated  in  the  last-named 
ward,  where  the  rate  of  speed  shall  be  restricted 
to  seven  miles  an  hour." 

Al;leriaan  Cutter— It  strikes  me  that  it  is  not 
strictly  a  public  driveway. 

AUu  rinan  Stebbins — A  portion  of  it  is,  for  it  is 
part  of  tlie  road  from  Brookline  to  Newton.  Wlien 
the  read  was  laid  out  the  Water  Board  had  power 
to  divert  the  line  of  the  road,  so  that  the  part  run- 
ning by  the  reservoir  is  a  public  street.  My  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  fact  by  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board  in  the  other  branch.  If  fast  driving 
is  allowed  there  it  will  cause  great  injury  to  th.e 
driveway. 

Alderman  Hall — 1  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  Are  the  Water  Board  to  control  plumb- 
ers and  regulate  the  speed  of  horses  in  the  streets? 
Before  Brighton  came  in  there  was  no  rate  of 
speed  and  every  man  could  drive  as  fast  as  he 
chose. 

Tlie  Chairman— It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
that  the  driveway  is  not  an  accepted  street  and  is 
not  under  tlie  control  of  ihe  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Kmery — 1  shall  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  believe  that  unless  you  keep  a 
large  number  of  policemen  there  you  will  be  able 
to  regulate  the  speed.  It  is  no  use  to  make  laws 
unless  it  is  intended  to  enforce  them. 

Tne  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost 
— yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Veas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Peters.,  Pres- 
eott, Stebbins— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Brookf,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Power,  Worthington— 7. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  strike  out  "seven" 
and  insert  "eight,"  and  to  strike  out  "ten"  and 
insert  "twelve,  "  in  the  section  naming  the  num- 
ber of  miles  per  hour. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Hall,  Alderman 
Power  modified  tlie  amendment  so  that  "twelve" 
would  be  substituted  for  "ten." 

Aldennan  Cutter  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
cited  the  dangers  incident  to  fast  driving  in  the 
streets  of  t-  e  suburban  wards  which  this  amend- 
ment wouM  allow. 

Alderman  Hall  believed  it  would  be  satisfactory 


to  all  parties,  while  he  had  not  seen  a  single  man 
satisfied  with  the  ordnance  as  reported. 

Alderman  Preseott  opposed  the  amendment  and 
preferred  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  commits 
tee,  though  he  should  vote  for  it  I eluctantly.  It 
would  be  difficuU  to  tell  whetheraman  were  driv- 
ing at  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  an  hour.  The  law' 
was  not  like  that  of  the  Medes  .''nd  Persians,  to  be 
enforced  to  the  letter,  but  an  ordinance  warrant- 
ing twelve  miles  an  hour  should  not  be  put  on  the 
book. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was 
adopted — yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pres- 
eott, Stebbins— 5. 

The  ordinance  was  then  passed — yeas  8,  navs  4: 

Veas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pres- 
eott— 4. 

Passed  in  non-concurrence  and  sent  down. 

REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFFICEKS. 

Chief  of  Police.  Communication  representing 
the  apparently  unnecessary  blockades  in  the 
streets  by  horse  cars  at  certain  hours  of  the  di.y 
has  become  a  matter  of  gret  t  inconvenience 
to  public  travel,  which  the  police,  under  pres- 
ent legal  enactments,  have  not  the  power  to 
regulate,  in  view  of  the  frequent  changes  and 
modifications  of  the  statutes  and  ordii:ances. 
What  is  most  requiri-d  is  an  ordinance  re- 
pealing the  number  of  cars  of  each  corpo- 
ration running  through  any  street  during 
each  hour,  the  rate  of  speed,  the  prevention 
of  unnecpgsary  r  tops,  a  shorter  distance  between 
cars,  and  holding  the  individual  in  charge  lespon- 
sible  tor  violations.  This  can  be  done  under  chap- 
ter 29.  section  13,  acts  of  1874.  The  attention  of 
the  Board  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  subject. 
Referied  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Paving. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Quarterly  report  for  Oct. 
31:  Cash  on  hand  July  31,  $518.98;  received  from 
City  Treasurer,  $29,358.97;  cash  from  cities  and 
towns,  $306.80;  total  receipts,  $29,884.86.  Paid  for 
burial-,  $1900.37;  cities  and  towns,  for  relief  of 
Boston  poor,  $1666.38;  for  coal,  $4.50;  for  groceries, 
$6387.50;  for  immediate  relief  of  persons  having 
no  settlement,  $189.50;  total  disbursements,  $25,- 
119.17.    Cash  on  hand,  $5294.67.     Sent  down. 

Communication  requesting  the  city  to  assume 
the  tax  upon  the  property  given  by  the  heirs  of 
IJavid  Sears  to  the  city  of  Boston,  May  1, 1874. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment. 

Superintendent  of  North  Scales.  Quarterly  re- 
post  for  June  1— Receipts,  $676.53;  paid  into  the 
city  treasury,  $241.47;  expenses  of  oflBce,  $29.15; 
divided  by  incumbents,  $270.62.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fl  es  and  alarms 
for  October — Total  number  fires,  69;  b^lls,  48; 
stills,  19;  false,  0;  needless,  2;  fli^s  confined  to 
one  building,  59;  extended  to  other  buildings,  4; 
loss  on  builiiings,  $24,087;  loss  on  stock,  $33,997; 
full  insurance  on  buildings,  $209,425;  do.  on  stock, 
$271,375;  buildings  slightly  damaged,  54;  consid- 
erably do.,  7;  totally  destroyed,  2.    Sent  down. 

DRAINAGE  OF  MYSTIC  POND. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Mystic  Water 
Boaid(City  Uoc.  94),  in  response  to  an  order  re- 
questing said  board  to  prepare  and  submit  esti- 
mates of  the  expense  of  constructing  a  sewer  to 
carry  away  the  imparities  which  now  discharge 
intoMystic  Pond  from  the  towns  of  Winchester 
and  Woburn  and  certain  tanneries  and  other 
manufactories.  The  boartl  say  that  very  soon  af- 
ter the  pa  sage  of  the  order,  they  employed  Mr. 
Thomas  Doane.  a  civil  engineer  of  unquestioned 
reputation  and  ability,  to  make  the  necessary  ob- 
servations and  surv<;ys,  and  to  prepare  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  a  sewer  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  take  away  the  impurities  which  are  now  dis- 
charged from  the  places  named  in  the  order,  into 
streams  which  find  their  way  into  the  Mystic  1  ond. 
Mr.  Doane  has  been  carefully  over  the  ground,  has 
made  the  surveys  and  estimates,  and  we  ijreseut 
the  result  of  his  labors  in  his  own  report,  hereto 
annexed.  The  estimate  is  for  the  construction  of 
sewers  for  a  length  of  79,983  feet,  at  a  cost  of 
$160,000.  The  'urv'eys  have  been  carefully 
made,  the  sewers  all  actually  located  upon 
the  ground,  and  the  size  of  each  is  be- 
lieved to  be  equal  to  tb.e  need  in  each 
case,  and  the  board  are  of  the  opinion  that  with 
the  present  prices  of  materials  and  labor  the  work 
can  be  done  for  the  sum  named.     What  proper- 
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tion  of  the  expense  of  constructing  the  sewers,  orr 
what  amount  should  be  wakl  for  the  right  to  enter 
them,  after  they  are  huilt,  by  the  owners  of  man- 
iifactories  or  dwellings  who  are  now,  it  is  believed, 
unlavvfuUy  draining  into  the  tributary  streams  erf 
Mystic  Fond,  is  a  question  which  the  board  can- 
not answer,  and  which  will  perhaps  require  legal 
action  to  determine ;  but  it  =eems  reasonable  only 
to  suppose  tliat  a  share  of  the  cost  should  be  borne 
by  these  parties.  If  a  system  of  sewerage  for  the 
towns  of  Wohnrn,  Winchester  and  Medford  was 
to  be  adopted  and  paid  for,  as  it  should  be,  by  the 
places  benefited,  it  would  be  requisite  to  do  the 
work  on  a  laiger  scale  and  at  a  greatly  increased 
cost;  but  it  is  Delieved  that  the  object  contemplat>- 
ed  in  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  the  carrying 
away  of  impurities  which  now  discharge  into 
streams  connected  with  Myst-c  Pond,  can  be 
effectually  accomijlished  by  the  construction  of 
the  !■  ewers  proposed  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Doane; 
and  for  the  reasons  stated  by  Mr.  Doane  in  his  re- 
port, ttie  board  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is 
but  little  liability  to  any  increase  in  the  kind  of 
manufacturing  which  is  so  objectionable  and 
troublesome  along  the  course  of  these  streams. 
For  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 

Timothy  T.  Sawyer, 

President. 
Sent  down. 

POLICE  BOAT  REGULATION.?. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Commiteee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  following  rule  5  and  regula- 
tions be  adopted  for  the  management  and  control 
of  the  police  steamboat  and  the  officers  and  men 
connected  therewith : 

1.  The  police  steamboat  Protector,  with  her 
crew  and  equipment",  shall  form  a  part  of  the 
harbor  police  force  connected  with  the  Eighth  Di- 
vision ;  and  the  captain  of  that  division  shall  have 
the  care  and  management  thereof ;  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  generju  control  and  direction  of  the 
Chief  of  Police. 

2.  The  chief  officer  appointed  for  duty  on  board 
the  boat  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  captain 
of  the  divi.^ion,  have  the  immediate  command  of 
the  boat,  and  of  all  the  officers  and  men  connected 
therewith.  He  shall  at  all  times  (when  practica- 
ble) be  ready  with  his  force  to  respond  to  any  call 
of  duty  that  may  be  made ;  he  shall  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  general  good  order  and  cleanliness  of 
the  boat  and  all  belonging  thereto;  and  he  shall 
from  time  to  time  make  such  report  of  his  doings 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  boat'and  his  command 
as  the  good  of  the  service  may  require. 

3.  The  engineer  and  fireman,  under  the  direction 
of  the  chief  officer,  shall  eacb  have  control  of  the 
matters  pioperly  pertaining  to  their  positions,  and 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  discharge  of 
(heir  duties.  They  shall  be  required  to  sleep  at 
the  station  house,  or  on  board  the  boat  on  alter- 
nate nights,  and  be  ready  to  respond  promptly  to 
any  call  made  upon  them  by  the  chief  officer  of 
the  boat  or  the  officer  in  charge  at  the  station 
house. 

4.  The  second  officer  in  charge  shall  be  beld  re- 
sponsible for  che  cleanliness  and  good  order  of  all 
portions  of  the  boat  and  rigging  not  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  engineer  and  fire- 
man and  shall  obey  all  orders  of  the  chief  officer 
with  promptness  and  despatch.  In  the  absence  of 
the  chief  officer  he  shall  have  command  of  the 
boat  and  be  responsible  for  its  management. 

5.  The  deckhands  shall  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  chief  officer  and  shall  sleep  on  board  the 
boat  on  alternate  nights.  At  least  one  of  the  offi- 
cers or  men  belonging  to  the  boat  shall  be  on  board 
at  all  times  of  the  dav  and  night. 

6.  The  hours  of  regular  duly  shall  be  as  follows: 
During  the  months  of  December,  January  and 
February,  8  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.;  March,  April,'  May, 
September,  October  and  November,  8  A.  M.  to  6 
P.  M. ;  June,  July  and  August,  8  A.  M.  to  7  P.  M. 

7.  During  the  day  the  boat  may  uatrol  the  up- 
per harbor,  visiting  the  wharves,  islands  and  ship- 
ping, as  duty  may  require,  and  going  to  the  lower 
harbor  at  least  once  each  day  when  practicable. 

8.  When  a  fire  occurs  on  the  water  front  of  the 
city,  the  boat  shall  be  taken  to  the  locality'  at  the 
first  alaim,  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  on  ar- 
riving there  the  officer  in  command  shall  place 
her  in  such  position,  and  take  such  measures  for 
the  extinguishment  of  the  flre  as  the  Fire  Engi- 
neers may  direct. 

9.  When  the  boat  is  lying  at  the  wharf  or  not 
in  active  service  the  fires  shall  be  banked  and  the 
boat  shall  be  in  such  condition  as  to  enable  the 


officers  to  bring  it  into  Immediate  use  if  required. 
Read  oflce. 

PAVING. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Lawton  et  al.,  for 
removal  of  Union  Freight  Railroad  tracks  into 
centre  of  Atlantic  avenue,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  be  granted.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Franklin  street,  between  Cambridge  street  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, as  shown  on  apian 
and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated 
Oct.  2, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City 
Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  the  easterly  side  of  Halleck 
street,  south  of  Ruggles  street,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  ttie  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Brook  avenue.  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  25, 
1873,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  siclewalks  on  the  westerly  siae  of  Greenville 
street,  in  front  of  the  estate  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Charles  Nichols;  also  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the 
easterly  side  of  said  street,  in  front  of  estate 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Thaddeus  Nichols,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Order  directing  the  superintendents  to  notify 
owners  and  abutters  to  remove  obstructions  on 
Mindoro  street  within  ten  days,  and  to  do  the 
same  in  default  of  compliance  with  said  order. 
Passed 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  location  granted 
to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  June  7, 
1865,  as  authorized  said  company  to  lay  down  a 
single  track  on  Meridian  street,  between  White 
street  and  the  northerly  end  of  Chelsea  new 
bridge,  so  called,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
voked, and  that  said  compacy  be  directed  to  re- 
move said  track  forthwith  and  place  the  roadway 
of  said  street  and  bridge  in  as  good  condition  as  it 
was  in  before  said  tracK  was  laid. 

Severally  read  once. 

Schedules  of  asi^essments  for  laying  sidewalks 
in  Trenton  street  ($1897.32);  K  street  ($2541.89), 
and  for  setting  edgestones  in  Bower  street 
($2723.96),  with  orders  for  the  apportionate  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  same.  Orders  sev- 
erally read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted — Simon  Sugar- 
man,  95  Sudbury  street  (transfer). 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— Richard  J.  Raleigh, 
corner  Dartmouth  and  Beacon  streets;  Andrew 
O'Brien,  Oliver  street,  near  MUk  street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — J.  F.  Morris,  98 
Tyler  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Mrs.  L.  H.  Wing, 
25  Bedford  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — H.  Jacobs  &  Son,  10 
South  Market  street;  Thomas  Phillips  (express); 
John  Brievogle  and  seven  others  (transfers). 

"Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— John  C.  Miller, 
33  Green  street ;  Livinia  McLeod,  103  Cambridge 
street;  A.  A.  Graydon,  74  Portland  street;  John 
Mclver,  51/2  Fleet  street. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— John  Seddon,  69 
Essex  street. 

License  for  Bowling  Alley  and  Billiard  Table 
Granted- Howard  Slade,  88  and  90  Court  street 
and  9  Howard  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Annie  de  Mont- 
ford,  to  give  exhibitions  of  mesmerism  at  Beetho- 
ven Hall;  Eliot  Dramatic  Association,  to  give  ex- 
hibitions in  Concordia  Hall  Nov.  18  and  Dec.  28. 

Severally  accepted. 

TELEGRAPH  POLES  ON  ATLANTIC  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Fire  Commissioners  representing  that 
the  telegraph  poles  on  Atlantic  avenue  and  Broad 
street,  between  Milk  and  Summer  streets,  were  in 
such  a  location  that  in  case  of  fire  it  would  be 
difficult  to  place  ladders  against  the  buildings, 
and  would  impede  prompt  action  by  the  depart- 
ment. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. 
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PETROLEUM  LICENSE  REFUSED. 

Aldeniian  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a 
report  re(;ommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Alvah  Walker  &  Co.  for  a  petroleum  li- 
cense at  40  Clinton  street.    Accepted. 

OKDEKS  TO   l*AY   FOB   STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages  as  follows : 

Orders  to  pay  Daniel  McKiuney  $1906.50,  and  Eliz- 
abeth A.  Brown,  C.  H.  Breck  and  C.  H.  B.  Breck, 
Riiardian,  $1339.08— severally  for  the  widening  of 
Washington  street.  Ward  19,  by  the  selectmen  of 
Brighton  in  1873.    Sever? Uy  read  once. 

ORDER    TO  SELL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buihlings,  svibuiitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  auction,  to  be  re- 
moved immediately,  the  wood  buildings  standing 
on  the  lot  belonging  to  the  city,  situated  on  Rox- 
bury  and  King  streets,  Ward  15,  in  ordei  that  the 
erection  of  a  primary  schoolhouse  on  said  lot, 
ordered  by  the  City  Council  July  31,  may  be  com- 
menced ;  Lhe  proceeds  ')f  said  sale  to  be  paid  to  the 
City  Treasurer. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

FURNISHING  COURT    ROOMS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  rail- 
ing, platforms,  furniture  for  judges  and  assist- 
ants; also  accommodations  for  a  ]ury  in  the  way 
of  furniture  in  the  Municipal  Court  room,  South 
Boston,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $1500; 
the  expei.se  to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  furni- 
ture and  heating  appaiatus  for  the  Municipal 
Court  room,  Brighton,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  $1800 ;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Harris,  Al- 
derman Emery  said  the  furniture  required  was 
for  the  court  roum,  clerks'  and  judges'  rooms, 
platform,  docks,  etc.  To  Alderman  Cutter  he  said 
it  included  the  carpentering. 

Altlermaii  Worthington  thought  they  should 
know  detinitely  what  the  cost  was  to  be ;  $1800  was 
a  large  amount  to  spend  for  furnisliiiig  a  court 
room.  There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint 
about  this  extravagance. 

Alderman  Emery  explained  that  nochiug  would 
be  put  in  hut  what  was  necessary;  they  are  all 
ready  to  go  ahead,  and  are  waiting  for  these 
orders. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  see  the  necessity  cf 
spending  so  much  for  furniture  in  these  courts;, 
when  It  was  not  done  in  tlie  County  Court  House. 
He  thought  the  estimate  very  high. 

Alderman  Emery  explained  the  furnishing  in- 
quired, and  said  that  so  far  as  the  court  house  :n 
South  Boston  was  concerned  it  was  no  longer  an 
experiment,  but  a  fixed  success,  as  that  court 
would  turn  in  $15,000  or  $18,000  this  year  above  all 
expenses. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  the  difficulty  was  that 
the  committee  never  asked  for  anything  until  they 
were  under  a  pressure,  and  then  asked  for  a  sec- 
ond reading  the  same  day.  He  did  not  favor  the 
putting  of  any  more  courts  in  the  city ;  he  believed 
it  sought  out  poor  druuken  men  to  have  them 
fined. 

Alderman  Emery  had  supposed  these  courts 
were  merely  an  experiment  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, but  it  is  no  longer  an  experiment  in  South 
Boston.  They  were  established  by  the  State,  and 
the  Board  were  obliged  to  furnish  the  rooms. 

AUierman  Worthington  asked  it  the  Aldeiman 
called  it  a  success  to  enable  courts  to  fine  poor  fel- 
lows for  being  drunk? 

Alderman  Power  said  the  courts  are  established 
and  the  rooms  have  to  be  furnished,  but  they  are 
a  fraud  ^n  the  city  of  Boston.  All  the  money  they 
take  in  used  to  be  taken  by  the  central  police 
court.  The  officers  go  about  the  marshes  picking 
up  children,  six  or  sevevi  years  of  age,  arresting 
them  for  going  into  the  water;  they  arrest  little 
boys  in  the  streets  for  throwing  stones.  The  ciiy 
never  should  have  taken  a  step  towards  furnish- 
ing those  court  rooni«. 


Alderman  Emery  had  never  favoreil  tstablish- 
ing  the  courts,  but  they  are  legally  established, 
and  there  is  no  getting  rid  of  them.  The  star.tiard 
of  success  was  the  business  done  in  ^cort.  He  did 
not  like  the  plan  of  arresting  boys  as  they  had 
done. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  the  court  room  in  East 
Boston  had  been  furnished  so  weU  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  the  use  of  it  for  public 
meetings.  He  thought  it  would  have  been  good 
policy  not  to  lay  out  so  much  money  on  the  fur- 
niture.   He  moved  to  lay  the  orders  on  the  table. 

Lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters 
—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 8. 

The  order  relating  to  the  Brighton  Court  room 
was  passed — yeas  8,  rays  4 — and  the  order  relating 
to  the  South  Boston  Court  was  passed. 

PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  thj  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Thomas  N.  Hart  et  al.,  that  thp  pas- 
sageway between  Worcester  and  Concord  streets 
be  drained,  as,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  of  Oct.  26, 1874,  this  is  not  a  public 
passageway.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  Fariington,  to  be  released  from 
certain  conditions  of  sale  of  land  on  Adams  and 
Gibson  streets.    Accepted. 

Reports  on  petitions  of  N.  S.  Wilbur  and  Boyn- 
ton  Bros.,  severally  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  erectiiig  dwelling 
houses  upon  lots  of  land  on  Columbus  avenue, 
corner  of  Northampton  street,  as  sold  by  the  city 
Sept.  1, 1869,  to  Messrs.  Boynton  Bros.,  be  extend- 
ed to  Jan.  1, 1876,  upon  condition  that  they  pay  to 
the  Suiierintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of 
$250  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der.   Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  the  lot 
of  land  on  Springfield  street,  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue,  as  purchased  of  the  city  by  N.  S.  Wilbur 
in  July,  1872,  be  extended  to  Jan.  1, 1876,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  the  sum  of  $100  within  ten  days  from  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

Passea. 

Severally  sent  down. 

Report  representing  that  the  city  sold  in  July, 
1871,  to  John  Farrington  a  lot  of  land  on  Adams, 
corner  of  Gibh on  street.  Ward  16,  containing  15,- 
960  square  feet,  the  price  per  foot  was  ten  cents ; 
the  condition  of  sale  being  that  no  budding  be 
erected  upon  the  described  premises  the  use  of 
which  is  to  be  for  any  other  than  religious  purposes. 
As  a  portion  of  the  society  which  Mr.  Farrington 
represents  is  not  pleased  with  the  location 
whereon  to  erect  a  church  edifice,  he  is  desirous  of 
surrendering  the  agreement  given  to  him  by  the 
city  to  c,r  nvev  said  land ;  also  to  forfeit  to  the  citj' 
all  that  has  been  paid  upon  the  bond,  together 
with  the  taxes,  amounting  in  all  to  $702.  In  view 
of  the  facts  as  herein  set  forth  the  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  given  by  John 
Farrington  for  a  lot  of  land  on  Adams,  corner  of 
Gibson  street,  Ward  10,  upon  his  surrendering  the 
agreement  given  by  the  city  to  convey  said  lands. 

Read  once. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  oo  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports as  follows  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables: 

Leave  be  granted  on  petitions  of  MosesW.  Cobb, 
Summit  avenue;  Robinson,  Stearns  &  Derby, 
near  North  Beacon  street;  J.  B.  V.  Fairbank, 
North  Harvard  street,  Ward  19  (twelve  horses);  E. 
R.  Wilson,  698  Sixth  street  (for  J.  Willworth,  84 
Muiiroe  street). 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  E.  R.  Wilson, 
698  Sixih  street  (for  twenty-five  horses).  Several- 
ly accepted. 

EVENING   DRAWING   SCHOOL  IN  EAST   BOSTON. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  who  were  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  accommoda- 
tions for  an  evening  drawing  school  in  East  Bos- 
ton, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  order: 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  autliorized  to  provide  accommodations  for 
an  evening  drawing  school  in  East  Boston;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  ask  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading  at  the  present  time.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  vtrouUl  be  wise  to  pass  the  order,  in- 
volving the  city  as  it  does  in  a  comparatively 
small  expenditure  of  money,  and  from  the  fact 
that  orders  have  been  passed  providing  for  such 
schools  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  The  order 
will  have  to  go  to  the  other  branch  for  concur- 
rence, and  then  the  rooms  will  have  to  be  fitted 
up. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  notice  that  the  Chairman 
has  signed  the  report  as  "for  the  committee," 
when  only  four  of  the  committee  were  present, 
and  I  voted  against  it.  While  I  believe  in  spend- 
ing money  for  educational  purposes,  I  hesitate 
very  much  about  spending  it  tor  drawing  schools. 
If  one  ward  asks  for  it  I  do  not  know  why  it 
should  have  it.  There  are  none  in  Wards  1,  2,  3,  4 
or  6.  We  are  already  spending  $40,000  for  these 
drawing  schools.  I  hope  the  Board  v/ill  hesitate 
to  pass  the  order  without  considering  its  merits. 

Alderman  Power — 1  think  the  Poard  had  better 
look  into  this  matter  somewhat  before  passing  this 
order.  They  are  carrying  this  matter  of  ecluca- 
tiou  too  far.  It  is  just  as  important  to  establu«h 
exclusively  music  schools  as  it  is  to  have  draw- 
ing schools.  You  might  go  on  and  establish  other 
departments  just  as  well.  I  believe  it  is  sufficient 
for  people  if  they  are  educated  in  a  way  to  fit  them 
for  business,  but  I  do  not  thmk  we  are  warranted 
in  getting  up  these  special  departments.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  legal.  If  we  have  established  tliein  in 
other  parts  of  the  city,  we  should  stop  and  con- 
sider before  doing  so  any  more. 

Aldfnnan  Prescott — In  answer  to  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  G,  I  would  state  that  five  members  of 
the  committee  were  present,  four  of  whom  voted 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  tnis  order.  The  Alder- 
man did  not  notify  me  that  he  intended  to  put  in 
another  repovt. 

Alderman  Cutter— Did  I  not  vote  against  it? 

Alderman  Prescott— Yes,  sir;  but  hs  did  not  no- 
tify me  that  he  intended  to  put  in  a  minority  re- 
nort.  The  city  does  not  supply  schools  according 
to  wards,  but  to  difitricts,  and  according  to  the 
petitions  and  the  wants  of  the  petitioners.  The 
Alderman  may  have  more  knowledge  than  I  have, 
as  at  the  last  meeting  he  doubted  whether  we  have 
any  right  to  establish  diawiug  schools.  I  would 
like  to  call  his  attention  to  the  second  section  of 
chapter  247  of  the  acts  of  1870,  which  says — 

"Every  city  or  town  may,  and  every  city  or  town 
with  over  ten  thousand  inhabitants  shall  establish 
drawing  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  School 
Committee." 

So  it  seems  that  instead  of  not  having  the 
right  to  establish  these  schools,  we  are 
compelled  to  do  so.  Application  was  made 
some  months  ago  from  East  Boston  for  a 
school  for  teaching  mechanical  drawing  like 
tiiose  furnished  in  other  sections.  An  order 
was  passed  in  this  Board  for  fitting  up  the  rooms, 
one  of  which  is  in  the  City  Hall  at  Charlestown, 
where  there  are  150  pupils.'  In  East  Boston  notice 
has  been  given  that  there  aie  no  less  than  200  me- 
chanics and  artisans  who  desire  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  that  an  evening  drawing 
school  will  afford  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  no  section  of  the  city  where  we  could  establish 
an  evening  drawing  school  with  an  expectation  of 
better  results  than  in  East  Boston.  We  have 
looms  there  now  that  can  be  fitted  up  at  no 
expense  except  for  the  heating  and  ligiiting.  One 
room,  intended  for  two  classes,  is  over  the  Public 
Library,  and  another  is  a  vacant  room  in  the  Ly- 
man SchooUiouse.  In  regard  to  the  large  amount 
of  money  spent  for  drawing  in  the  public  schools, 
I  am  opposed  to  that.  But  these  schools  are  in- 
tended for  mechanics  and  artisans.  It  is  no  new 
experiment.  It  has  been  tried  in  England,  Ger- 
many, and  in  nearly  every  countrv  in  Europe, 
where  superior  facilities  are  afforded  at  the  public 
expense.  They  are  in  the  nature  of  industrial 
schools,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  with  the  small 
amount  of  money  required  from  the  treasury  we 
shoulil  not  hesitate  to  make  this  expenditure.  I 
should  not  ask  for  a  second  reading  of  this 
order  tonight  were  it  not  that  the  time  is  so 
short.  Even  if  this  order  passes  tonight,  it 
must  be  by  the  first  of  Decembe»-  before  those 
making  the  application  can  have  the  school. 
[The  Alderman  read  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 


showing  that  such  schools  had  been  very  suc- 
cessful.] If  we  are  to  have  these  schools  for 
teaching  mechanical  drawing,  for  the  benefit  of 
mechanics,  certainly  the  evening  is  the  time  to 
have  them. 

Alderman  Cutter— Cannot  females  attend  these 
schools? 

Alderman  Prescott— Yes,  sir,  if  the  ladies  of 
East  Boston  wish  to  attend  them  they  can.  I  hope 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  will  take  an  evening- 
some  time  and  see  the  work  that  these  evening 
schools  are  doing.  I  believe  that  no  money  is  bet- 
ter spent  than  that  for  the  evening  schools  of  this 
city.  In  England  there  are  no  less  than  538  of 
these  schools  for  teaching  industrial  drawing, 
with  over  seventeen  thousand  pupils. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— The  gentleman  has  alluded 
to  the  European  schools.  It  is  well  known  that 
most  of  the  Europeans  who  come  to  our  shores 
cannot  read  or  write.  I  say  we  should  teach  our 
children  reading,  and  writing,  and  aiithmetic.  I 
have  seen  the  pupils  of  these  drawing  schools  of 
an  evening  after  they  have  closed,  and  I 
have  seen  them  coinmit  immoral  actions 
which  assured  me  that  if  I  bad  children 
I  should  not  send  them  to  those  evening 
schools.  I  am  satisfied  that  one  half  the  amount 
of  money  that  we  spend  upon  these  drawing 
schools  is  thrown  away .  Our  educational  appro- 
priation amounts  to  about  two  millions  a  year, 
and  I  think  it  is  about  time  we  knew  how  it  is 
spent.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  9  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  has  been  guilty 
of  increasing  these  expendiuures. 

Aloerman  Prescott— How  can  the  Alderman 
prove  that? 

Alderman  Cutter — As  he  is  a  member  of  that 
board  he  is  responsible  fo.  it.  It  is  well  known 
that  a  man  came  heie  from  a  foreign  shore,  was 
introduced  to  the  sfhool  board,  and  an  act  was 
passed,  saying  cities  "shall"  establish  these 
schools.  It  is  just  the  same  with  the  truant  offi- 
cers. The  Committee  on  Police  made  up  their 
minds  that  five  truant  officers  could  do  the  work 
instead  of  ten.  But  they  went  to  the  Legislature 
and  got  an  act  passed  taking  it  out  of  our  haud«. 
I  do  not  know  h:>vv  many  tliere  are  now.  If  you 
wan^  to  know  how  pleasant  that  position  is,  look 
at  the  number  of  applicants.  A  truant  officer  has 
about  all  his  time  to  himself.  And  that  is  the  way 
our  taxes  are  piled  up  here,  nearly  two  millions 
for  education,  when  in  my  judgment,  if  judicious- 
ly managed,  it  coula  be  done  for  one  million. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  heard  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  characterize  those  drawing  hchools 
as?  fraud  upon  'he  city  of  Boston,  and  >ethe 
comes  in  here  and  advocates  the  passage  of  an 
order  for  another  one.  I  think  it  is  time  that  we 
exercised  our  authority,  if  we  have  any,  and 
checked  the  enormous  extravagance  of  the 
School  Board.  It  is  uiiiver^ally  pionounced 
the  most  extravagant  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Even  now  they  are  again  talking  of  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  teachers,  when  everything 
is  depreciatinsr.  Last  year  they  increased  sala- 
ries to  the  amount  of  $60,000  oi  $70,000.  I  say  it  is 
about  time  to  put  a  check  on  them. 

Alderman  Fres'^ott — Certain  members  of  this 
Board  are  fond  of  bringing  up  the  extravagance 
of  the  school  board  when  any  order  for  educa- 
tional purposes  is  introduced.  Iljclieve  that  the 
educational  deiiartment  of  the  city  of  Boston  is 
carried  on  at  a  much  greater  cost  than  is  necessa- 
ry ;  but  I  believe  that  is  the  case  with  every  de- 
partment here.  I  believe  the  Aldermen  would  do 
better  if  thev  spent  more  time  looking  into 
matters  which  they  have  chaige  of.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Boston  is  Chairman  of 
a  department  which  has  an  appropiiation  of 
$40,000,  of  which  $20,000  are,  in  my  estimation, 
squandered.  I  refer  to  the  Bathing  De- 
partment. There  are  now  fourteen  men  em- 
ployed at  $3  per  day,  when  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  spending  even  $10  a  day  in  that  de- 
partment. I  give  notice  to  this  Board  that  I  in- 
tend to  do  all  I  can  to  put  that  department 
tinder  the  Board  of  Health.  Some  of  the  salaries 
that  we  are  worthlessly  throwing  away  here  can 
be  taken  away  and  given  to  the  teachers  of  Bos- 
ton. If  we  have  our  evening  high  schools  to  teach 
German  and  astronomy,  why  not  give  f  ome  prac- 
tical education  to  those  who  want  to  improve 
their  talents.  In  regard  to  drawing  m  the  imblic 
schools,  I  think  it  involves  a  larger  expenditure 
of  money  than  is  necessary.  But  the  money  used 
in  teaching  industrial  drawing  I  believe  is  wisely 
spent. 

Alderman  Cutter— As  the  gentleman  is  on  the 
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Committee  on  Bathing  be  should  brinp:  in  a 
minority  roport  and  not  come  in  here  at  tlie  last 
of  the  year  saying  that  the  committee  has  flung 
away  $20,000.  He  is  part  and  parcel  of  that  com- 
mittee and  ought  not  to  perpetrate  a  waste  of 
$20,000  a  year. 

Alderman  Prescott — What  I  alluded  to  was  the 
keeping  up  of  the  expense.  I  wiU  say,  that  the 
chairman  has  endeavored  in  every  way  to  bring 
down  the  expenses  of  that  department,  but  the 
committee  have  not.  It  is  but  a  few  weeks  since, 
when  the  houses  were  closed,  and  yet  the  expense 
is  going  on.  I  intended  to  bring  this  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  Government  at  an  early  day' 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  do  not  see  any  more  neces- 
sity for  establishing  drawing  schools  than  1  do  for 
riding  schools. 

Alderman  Emery  suggested  that  no  amount  was 
named  in  the  order  and  Alderman  Prescott  moved 
to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word  "expense," 
the  words  "not  to  exceed  $600." 

Alderman  Power— One  extravagance  does  not 
justify  another.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 
undertaken  to  polish  over  this  matter.  The  city 
has  an  elephant  in  the  Bathing  Department,  and 
we  ai-e  trying  to  manage  it  the  best  we  can.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  done  a  great  deal  of 
talking,  but  I  have  never  seen  him  take  any  ac- 
tion. He  has  done  great  deal  of  talking  about 
what  he  is  going  to  do,  but  it  is  no  time 
to  shut  the  bam  door  when  the  horse  has  been 
stolen — when  the  appropriation  is  all  used  up. 
He  has  had  my  promise  to  do  the  best  I  can.  I 
have  tried  to  remedy  it.  I  saved  enough  last  year 
to  build  a  new  bath  house,  something  that  never 
was  done  before  without  asking  for  an  extra  ap- 
propriation. This  year,  with  all  we  had  to 
contend  with  we  ran  all  the  bathing  houses 
of  Charlestown  vs^ith  the  regular  appro- 
priation. I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  cut 
down  the  expense.  We  might  have  accomplished 
more,  if  the  gentleman  had  done  more  and  talked 
a  little  less.  If  we  have  abuses  here,  it  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  lis.  We  know  the  School  Board  is  an  ex- 
travagant body,  heaping  up  a  debt  when  we  can- 
not bear  it.  They  go  on  and  increase  salaries 
when  we  are  trying  to  economize  in  other  depart- 
ments. We  have  no  more  right  to  maintain  draw- 
ing than  we  have  music  schools.  If  we  have  made 
a  mistake  in  passing  previc us  orders,  let  us  stop 
here.    I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 


Alderman  Cutter— How  rioes  the  gentleman  ar- 
rive at  the  sum  named? 

Alderman  l•re^cott— 1  inquired  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings,  and  he  said  it  would 
not  cost  more  than  $500.  We  do  not  intend  to 
hire  a  room.  The  rooms  belong  to  the  city.  The 
only  expense  will  be  the  extending  of  the  gas 
pipes,  putting  in  stoves  and  furnishing  desks,  of 
which  we  have  a  large  number  in  the  store  rooms.  In 
regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  alderman  from 
Ward  12, 1  would  simply  say  that  he  has  had  more 
ex^)erience  on  tne  committee  than  I  have  had. 
This  is  my  first  year,  I  have  been  consulting  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  and  it  is  only  today  that  I 
spoke  to  him  in  regard  to  taking  measures  to  less- 
en the  expense  of  that  department. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2  (Aldermen  Cut- 
ter and  Power  voting  in  the  negative),  and  sent 
down. 

PRINTING. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Porter  &  Coates  of  Philadelphia,  for  permission 
to  une  certain  engravings  on  steel,  to  be  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  city,  in  an  illustrated  w'ork 
showing  the  progress  of  the  United  States  during 
the  first  century  of  the  national  existence,  sub- 
mitted a  report  that  they  had  given  personal  in- 
terviews to  the  gentleman  representing  the  petl- 
tioneis  and  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that 
the  city  ought  not  to  incur  the  expense  involved 
in  the  proposed  measure,  and  therefore  they 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

ARMORIES    APPROVED. 

Aldorman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  headquarters  of  the  Second 
Baitalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  junction  of 
Cambridge  and  ISorth  Russell  streets,  be  appioved. 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  of  Company  A,  Sec- 
ond Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets,  be 
approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of 
arms  and  equipments. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday,  the  10th  instant,  at  V-/^  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

NOVKMBKK    12,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  T^  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 

0.  Shepard,  Fresiilent,  in  ilie  clialr. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Aiuiitor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  No.  95), 
auil  quarterly  reports  of  Suuerintendent  of  North 
Scales  and  Overseers  of  the'i'oor.  Severally  placed 
oil  tile. 

Petition  of  J.  S.  Nas'on,  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
and  Rowland  Ellis  et  at..    Severally  referred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  vvitlulraw  on  the  jjetitious — 

1.  Of  Porter  &  Coates,  for  aid  in  the  publication 
of  an  illustrated  work  exhibiting  the  progress  of 
the  United  States  in  one  hundred  years ;  2.  Of 
Thomas  N.  Hart,  that  the  passageway  between 
Worcester  and  Concord  streets  be  drained^  3.  Of 
John  Fairingtou,  to  be  released  from  certain  con- 
ditions of  sale  of  land  on  Adams  and  Gihsou 
streets.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  extension  of  time  to  Jan. 
1,  1870,  for  Boyiuon  Bros,  to  build  on  certain  lots 
of  land  on  Columbus  avenue,  corner  of  Northamp- 
ton street;  and  N.  S.  Wilbur,  to  build  on  a  certain 
lot  of  land  on  Springfield  street,  corner  of  Harri- 
son avenue.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  sale  by  public  auction  of  the  wooden 
buildings  on  the  city  lot  on  Roxbury  and  King 
streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  accommodations 
for  an  evening  drawing  school  at  East  Boston,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  $600. 

The  Older  having  been  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  West  of  VV'artl  IG  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  saying  that  the  evening  schools  com- 
menced on  cue  1st  of  November,  and  if  »  week's 
time  could  be  saved  so  much  more  beiLeflt  could 
be  gained  by  the  school. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

The  •'ordinance"  passed  for  concurrence  by  this 
Council  on  the  ii9th  ult.,  "to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  streets,"  came  down  amended  so  as 
to  make  the  rate  of  speed  at  \vhich  horses  sliall  be 
driven,  not  exceeding  "twelve"  instead  of  "ten" 
miles  an  hour,  in  Wards  IG,  17  and  19. 

Mr.  J'erkins  of  Ward  IG— As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19,  who  is  absent  this  evening,  is  very  de- 
sirous of  giving  his  views  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  in  order  to  accommodate  him  I  move 
that  the  consideration  of  this  subject  be  post 
poned,  and  that  it  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half -past  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Report  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  on  an  order 
of  the  City  Council  relating  to  sewerage  (City  Doc- 
ument No.  94, 1«74),  and  report  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners on  tires  and  alarms  during  October, 
1874.    Severally  placed  on  tile. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  continue  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
the  late  William  A.  Wheeler,  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Library,  till  the  1st  of  nexc 
February. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  $203.50,  for  improvement  of  Eagle 
square,  East  Boston. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  an  additional  amount  of  ,§112,.50,  for  pur- 
chase of  loam,  etc. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  exi)end  an  additional  amount  of  not  exceeding 
$800,  for  fences,  etc. 

Severallv  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  foV  a  transfer  of  $5000  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— I  notice  all  through  the 
year  that  there  have  been  extra  ap)n-opriations 
for  armories,  and  that  this  is  a  transfer  from  the 
Reserveil  Fund.  I  presume  it  is  all  right,  but  I 
should  like  an  explanation  from  the  committee. 
As  this  is  not  a  military  government  I  should  like 
to  know  the  reason  for  all  these  extra  appropria- 
tions for  armories. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21 — When  the  appropriation 
for  armories  was  called  for  at  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  it  was   not  expected  that  the    State 


would  furnish  new  uniforms  for  the  military  com 
panics.  But  all  the  companies  in  ]5oston  have 
been  supj)lied  by  the  State  w'ith  new  uniforms  at 
an  exjiense  of  .•:p2000  or  $3000  for  each  company. 
In  a  great  many  of  the  armories  there  was  no 
proper  jiiace  i)rovided  to  keep  the  uniforms  in 
!<uitat)le  condition.  Many  of  the  coinpt.nies  called 
upon  the  Military  Committee  to  furnish  their  ar  - 
mories  \vi<^li  suitable  closets  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  their  uniforms,  and  that  has  constituted  an  ex- 
pense which  the  coiumitte  had  not  aniuehended. 
Ihen  the  aiuiory  building  in  East  Boston,  which 
was  occupied  by  two  military  companies,  was  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  flie,  whicii  called  for  an  extra 
appropriation  of  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 
The  State  law  obliges  the  commanders  of  the  dif- 
ferent organizations  to  see  that  the  uniforms  are 
prop<rly  cared  for.  'ibis  comes  under  their  ex- 
clusive charge,  and  they  rely  for  aid  anil  assist- 
ance upon  the  city  in  procuiing  places  where  the 
uniforms  can  be  kept  ii^  i)roi)er  condition. 

Mr.   Perkins  of  Ward  IG— Will  the   gentleman 
from  Ward  21  please  explain  why  the  committee 
calls  for  an  adilitional  appropriation  when  there 
is,  according  to  the  Auditor's  exhibit,  an  unex 
peuded  balance  of  $10,000? 

Mr.  Play  of  Ward  21— That  unexpended  balance 
is  pledged  ill  payment  for  rent  of  armories.  Of 
the  amount  spent  for  rent  $18,000 comes  back  from 
the  State,  and  a  balan<  e  uf  about  $7000  is  left  for 
the  committee  to  spend  on  matters  jjercaining  to 
the  military  organizations. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence — yeas  51, 
nays  2— Messrs.  Perkias  of  Ward  16  and  Thacher 
of  Ward  15  voting  nay. 

BEQUESTS  FROM  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee f  .,r  additional  accommodations  for  the  Kinder- 
garten School  ill  Somerset  street,  and  for  fire  es- 
capes for  each  story  of  the  Winthrop  School- 
house. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

VACANCIES  IN  COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  candidates  for 
members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  submit- 
ted a  report  recommending  the  election  of  Ed- 
ward A.  White  and  L.  Miles  Stantlish,  as  mem- 
bers of  said  board  at  large,  for  a  term  of  two 
vears  from  the  first  Mondaj  of  May  last. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
move  that  the  rule  requiring  the  nominations  to  lie 
over  be  suspended.  As  the  Beard  is  at  present 
somewhat  disorganized — tae  President  being  sick 
and  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties- the  sooner  a 
reorganization  is  completed  the  better. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  hope  the  rule  will  not 
be  suspended.  The  first  notice  I  have  had  of  the 
gentlemen  prv>posed  fur  those  vacancies  is  upon  a 
slin  of  paper.  Both  of  the  names  do  not  meet 
with  my  individual  approval,  and  I  should  like 
further  time  to  see  il  some  other  name  canrrot  be 
submitted  m  place  of  one  v>f  these. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  also  hope  that  the 
rule  will  not  be  suspended.  The  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Board  will  be  one  of  the  most 
important  that  we  shall  have  to  pass  upon  this 
year.  Everybody  know  s  that  the  constitution  of 
"the  Cochituate  Water  Board  will  have  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  the  determination  of  the  question  of 
water  supply,  and  although  I  do  not  know  of 
anything  against  either  of  these  gentlemen  rec- 
ommended, I  should  like  time  to  inquire  if  they 
are  proper  persons,  and  I  hope  that  a  week  wUl  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  can  add  my  voice  in  op- 
position to  a  suspension  of  the  ride.'  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  heard  of  these  nominations,  ex- 
cept that  I  heard  that  the  committee  met  this 
afternoon.  There  has  not  been  time  to  print  the 
ballots,  and  the  only  information  is  a  slip  of  papei 
with  the  names  of  two  persons  nominated  for 
something  or  other.  The  argument  of  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Noyes]  is  th.it  the  President  of  the 
Water  IJoard  is' sick.  Why,  sir,  he  has  been  sick 
for  months  and  he  has  not  discharged  his  duties 
for  mouths.  Let  us  have  somebody  put  in  his 
place  who  is  fit  to  discharge  them,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  question 
until  we  can  see  whether  better  names  than  those 
proposed  can  be  found.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  un- 
due haste  to  eall  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
I  hope  it  will  notprei^ail. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule — 0  for, 
54  against — and  the  nominations  went  over. 
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CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Mary 
Thomson,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  South  street,  rec- 
ommending that  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
di-avv.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

DRAINAGE  OF   THE  MYSTIC  BASIN. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  fhat  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  join  the  Selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Woburn, 
Winchester,  Stoneham  and  Medford,  in  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  piovide  a  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  for  said  towns  and  for  conveying 
away  the  impurities  which  now  discharge  into 
Mystic  Pond ;  the  expense  of  doing  said  work  to 
be  equitably  assessed  upon  the  parties  benefited, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  deter- 
mine. 

Read  twice  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  that  question  in  a 
somewhat  different  form  was  before  the  Legisla- 
ture last  winter  and  has  not  been  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  and  as  it 
cannot  be  got  in  within  the  sixty  days,  I  move 
that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  cannot  see  any  necessity 
for  such  a  reference.  Here  is  a  direct  proposition, 
and  I  do  not  know  what  the  committee  can  say  for 
or  against  it.  It  is  a  direct  proposition,  in  which  I 
heartily  concur  with  my  friend  from  Ward  9,  and 
for  once  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  agree  with  him. 
I  am  glad  to  return  good  for  evil  and  will  not 
cavil  at  a  proposition  coming  from  him  as  he  does 
at  every  one  coming  from  me.  I  can  for  once 
raise  my  voice  in  conjunction  with  his,  and  I  hope 
that  no  delay  will  be  allowed.  The  sixty  days' 
time  is  merely  a  nominal  thing,  it  is  only  to  give 
notice  to  the  public.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Ward 
15  will  not  insist  upon  his  motion.  But  if  he  does, 
let  him  go  ahead. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  believe  this  order  is  in 
accordance' with  the  report  and  recommendation 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  and  I  can  see  no  ne- 
cessity for,  or  anything  to  be  gained  by  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  I  do 
not  know  what  they  can  recommend  in  reference 
to  the  order,  or  what  they  can  say  against  it.  The 
object  of  the  order  is  very  clearly  stated. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  have  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  the  order;  on  the  contrary  I 
heartily  concur  with  the  spirit  of  it.  [  only  moved 
to  refer  it  to  the  committee,  that  they  might  con- 
sider the  matter  of  detail  and  the  equitable  as- 
sessment; difficulties  might  also  arise  as  to  the 
towns  to  join.  The  committee  could  consider 
those  matters  and  report  next  Thursday  evening. 
It  seems  to  me  that  such  matters  have  generally 
been  referred  to  the  committee  to  consider  the 
form  of  petition. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— My  impression  is  that 
there  is  already  authority  to  do  this  in  an  act 
passed  lasf  year,  although  I  do  not  know  but 
that  this  order  might  as  well  pass,  because,  if  it  is 
found  that  there  is  the  requisite  authority, then  of 
course  the  Mayor  will  not  send  in  the  petition.  I 
have  noc  the  act  just  now,  but  I  am  quite  confi- 
dent that  the  authoriiy  exists.  if  we  pass  the 
order,  however,  and  the  Mayor  should  learn,  by 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  that  the  author- 
ity already  obtained  is  sufficient,  then  he  need  not 
make  the  application. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Word  12  gives  a  good  reason  why  this  order 
should  be  referred  to  the  Commitree  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters,  who  could  see  if  this  authority  has 
been  conferred,  and  report  back. 

Mr.  ShJJ.w  of  Ward  5—1  can  ex!]lai'i  the  position 
of  this  matter.  The  act  referred  to  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  does  not  give  this  authority.  The 
petition  came  to  the  Legislature  when  the  session 
was  nearly  over.  I  had  the  honor  to  present  it 
myself,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  anu  it  was  re- 
jected on  account  of  the  opposition  raised  by  Rep- 
resentatives from  AVoburn  and  other  towns,  be- 
cause suffiiient  notice  had  not  been  given,  as 
apparently  coming  from  the  city  of  Bo.-ton  with 
undue  haste  at  that  late  hour  of  the  session.  It 
was  therefore  suggested  that  as  it  wonld  not  be 
taken  hold  of  during  the  present  year,  it  had  bet- 
ter be  referred  to  the  next  General  Court.  But  it 
was  rejected  for  the  reasons  I  have  named.  I 
suppose  this  order  is  brought  in  now  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  that  want. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  find  that  the  law  is  what 
I  supposed   it  to   be.      [Mr.  Dean    read  section 


2  of  chapter  400  of  the  acts  of  1874,  authorizing 
the  city  of  Boston  to  build  storage  reservoirs  on 
the  Mystic  basin,  maintain  dams,  lay  pipes,  main- 
tain and  build  conduits  and  sewers  or  other 
means  of  purifying  said  waters  or  diverting  the 
impurities  from  the  same.]  And  there  is  a 
clause  providing  for  the  punishment  of  any- 
body v/ho  shall  medole  with  any  of  these  things, 
and  then  the  act  says  that  '"  any  person  or 
town  using  the  drain  or  sewers  of  said  city 
shall  bear  a  proportionate  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  or  maintaining  the  same." 
It  rather  seems  to  me  that  that  gave  the  author- 
ity. But  I  suppose  that,  although  the  sixty  days 
cannot  be  availed  of,  yet  if  we  get  it  in  as  soon  as 
possible  it  will  aid.  as  it  always  does  in  any  mat- 
ter before  the  Legislature,  in  obtaining  an  early 
consideration  of  the  subject.  I  believe  there 
has  been  a  modification  of  the  act  relating 
to  applicaoions  to  the  Legislature,  so  that  if  an 
emergency  arises,  notice  shal'  be  given  by  the 
party  applying  to  those  affected  by  the  petition. 
Now  that  the  matter  is  up  I  do  not  see  any  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  this  order,  and  if  we 
have  the  authority,  then  the  application  need  not 
be  made. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— The  extract  that  the 
gentleman  has  read  confirms  the  impression  I 
had,  and  I  thought  that  before  we  put  in  a  peti- 
tion we  ought  to  see  what  v,e  were  petitioning 
for.  It  is  not  a  very  important  matter  and  if  the 
Council  think  otherwise,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost  bv  a  rising  vote— 17 
for,  36  against. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12--The  reading  of  the  order 
shows  that  there  is  contemplated  something  more 
than  exists  now.  It  is  that  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  join  the  authorities  of  those  towns  in  pe- 
titioning for  a  regular  system  of  sewerage.  We 
have  just  had  a  report  that  a  fewer  will  cost 
$160,000,  but  the  report  says  that  if  other  tcwns 
are  going  to  join,  a  larger  sewer  will  be  required 
at  a  greater  expense.  To  meet  such  an  emergency 
it  would  seem  proper  that  this  order    should  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

PROPOSED   NEW  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  turning  the  water  of  Nonsuch  Pond  into  the 
Cochituate  conduit  or  Lake  Cochituate  as  a  sup- 
plementary supply  during  the  time  required  by 
the  construction  of  works  for  a  peiinanent  sup- 
ply- 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  entirely  green  in  re- 
gard to  whose  pond  this  is  and  whether  we  have 
the  right  to  do  it,  and  I  hope  my  friend  from  Ward 
12  will  explain  this  proposition. 

Mr'  Warren  of  Ward  12— Nonsuch  Pond,  ac- 
cording to  the  City  Engineer's  last  report,  has  a 
drainage  area  of  two  and  ninety-four  hundredths 
square  miles,  and  is  situated  one  or  two  miles  this 
side  of  the  lake,  near  the  Cochituate  conduit.  Ac- 
cording to  the  City  Engineer's  i  ejiort,  which  speaks 
of  it  in  connection  with  other  storage  ponds,  it  will 
cost  $60,000  or  $70,000  to  raise  die  pond  ten  feet. 
Now,  if  we  can  furnisn  about  three  million  gallons 
per  day  from  that  source,  it  seems  to  me  that  will 
give  a  supply  to  last  for  two  or  three  years,  and 
carry  us  over  the  time  required  to  construct  works 
for  apeiraanent  sujiply.  1  think  this  would  be  the 
best  fliiii};-  that  could  be  done,  and  it  would  be  the 
cheapest  plan  reported  yet.  I  think,  from  the  re- 
ports, that  It  is  good  water  for  domestic  uses. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  happy  to  hear  the 
explanation,  and  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  we  have 
one  member  of  the  Council  who  is  looking  for 
sources  of  supply  that  will  cost  us  next  to  nothing. 
Here  is  something  that  I  have  never  heard  of  'le- 
fore,  giving  a  capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons  ;;er  day, 
and  if  that  su]>ply  can  be  obtained  it  will  entirely 
do  away  with  that  Sudbury  River  scheme  of  spec- 
ulation. S'mebody  has  found  out  wheie  the  sup- 
plies of  water  may  be  obtained,  and  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  we  have  one  man  here  to  pick  up  a  point 
of  this  kind.  I  wish  we  had  more  of  them.  I 
think  if  we  snould  go  on  far  enough,  and  con- 
tinue this  examination,  that  instead  of  costino; 
eight  millions  of  dollars  at  least,  and  probably  fif- 
teen, we  will  get  a  supply  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury for  perhaps  two  million-^,  and  certainly  less 
than  three. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — It  seems  to  me  that  It 
would  be  entirely  inexpedient  to  do  anything  tow- 
ard obtaining  water  from  this  pond.  The  water 
in  Lake  Cochituate  will  last  .some  months  yet  by 
pumping — probably  through  the  winter;  while,  if 
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we  have  any  amount  of  raiii,  the  lake  will  be 
tilleil.  If  we  no  to  the  expense  of  putting  in 
pumps  and  tlien  turn  in  (lie  watei  from  this  pond, 
it  wouhl  he  just  so  much  money  thrown  away. 

Mr.  Train'ot  Waril  13 — 'I  his  order  is  simply  for 
the  couimitLee  to  report  on  the  exi)ediency  of  this 
matter,  and  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  this  dis- 
cussion. 1  want  every  pond,  <^reek  and  mud-hole 
within  an  area  of  seventy  miles  looked  into,  so 
that  some  time  we  can  have  the  main  question  of 
a  water  supply  l)ron};iit  up  and  settled  decide(!ly. 
I  think  it  is  well  to  have  all  tliese  jjonds  and  dif- 
ferent streams  well  ventilated  antl  shown  up,  and^ 
1  hope  this  order  will  pass.  If  there  is  anything 
to  be  gained,  let  us  have  it.  But  what  we  want  to 
get  at  is  the  main  question;  that  is  something 
that  the  citizens  of  Boston  want  to  have  settled. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  ui>. 

jNIr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  aulhoritv  to 
take  the  waters  of  Nonsvich  Fond,  Pickerel  Pond, 
Morse  Pond  and  Stevens  Brook,  or  eit'-ier  or  any 
ot  them,  for  tlie  purpose  of  furnishing  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  pure  water  for  the  city  of  Boston, 
anil  for  authority  to  take  land  or  lands,  and  do 
such  acts  as  may  be  neces-ary  for  this  purpose; 
also,  that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  present  a 
like  petition  with  reference  to  the  waters  of  the 
Shawsheen  River. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— My  colleague  from  Ward 
12  has  presented  one  order  referringjthe  matter  of 
one  of  these  i)omls  to  the  Water  Committee,  and 
it  occurred  to  me  that  when  he  lid  it,  it  was  pos- 
sible that  the  question  asked  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  might  be  answered  iii  the  nega- 
tive, and  that  the  requi^ite  authority  may  not 
now  exist.  I  ttnd  by  the  report  of  the  Citv  Engi- 
neer that  the-  e  various  sources  will  furnish  a 
supply  of  water  deiived  fcom  seven  square  miles 
01  drainage  area,  and  the  same  report  makes  the 
drainage  area  of  the  Cochituate  basin  somewhere 
about  twelve  sfjuare  miles;  so  that  you  sret 
an  additional  one-thud  of  the  present  area. 
I  had  the  impression  that  the  Cochituate  drainage 
area  was  larger  than  that ;  but  at  any  rate  these 
ponds  give  about  half  as  much  again  as  that  of  Co- 
chituate Lake.  The  taking  of  lands  and  paying 
of  damages  for  getting  this  water  will  come  to 
about  half  a  million  dollars.  The  report  then  says 
that  ineluding  the  building  of  the  conduit  along- 
side of  the  present  one—  which  the  report  finds 
may  very  well  be  none— for  about  eight  miles,  or 
two-thirds  of  the  di-tance  to  Lake  Cochituate, 
and  to  get  all  this  water  besides,  the  cost  will 
amount  to  a  little  over  two  million  dollars.  That 
incluues  two-thirds  of  the  ilistance  between  the 
lake  ajd  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  by 
making  this  other  conduit  to  the  lake ,  we 
would  be  able  to  get  the  full  benefit  of 
both  the  lake  and  these  ponds.  Now,  the 
attention  of  tlie  Council  was  called  some  weeks  or 
months  since  to  the  report,  or  various  reports, 
showing  that  for  an  average  of  nine  years  up- 
wards of  5,000,000  of  gallons  a  day  had  been 
wasted  at  Lake  Cochituate  by  running  through 
the  waste  ways,  and  that  that  5,000,000  ga'lons 
could  not  be  saved  by  the  present  conduit,  be- 
cause the  present  one  was  not  large  enough  for 
the  purpose.  It  was  then  made  to  appear  that  it 
would  be  wise,  and  possibly  necessary  in  any 
event,  unless  we  were  to  continue  to  waste  this 
5,000,000  of  gallons  from  Lake  Cochituate,  to 
build  another  conduit — and  this  was  one  of  the 
strong  argumen.,s,  even  if  the  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  should  not  be  taken,  for  building 
the  new  conduit  alongside  the  old  one.  Now, 
if  ycu  save  five  millions,  and,  if  in  addition  to  that 
you  add  five  oi  six  millions  more  from  these  ponds, 
with  that  addition  in  a  dry  time  you  get  nearly 
eleven  millions  naturally  in  addition  to  what  you 
now  have  from  Lake  Cochituate  and  the  sur- 
rounding ponds.  We  already  have  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  to  build  such  reservoirs  as  may 
be  necessary  in  the  Mystic  basin,  where  you  have 
one  or  two,  and  you  can  build  enough  to  save  the 
whole  drainage  area  of  that  twen  y-seven  square 
miles.  We  have  already  passed  an  "ordinance  pro- 
viding for  and  looking  to  preventing  a  waste  of 
water;  we  have  also  a  reiiort  from  the  City  En- 
gineer that  of  eighteen  million  gallons  that  came 
from  Lake  Cochituate  last  year,  one-third  was 
wasted.  Now,  if  that  should'  turn  out  to  be  the 
case  and  we  can  save  six  million  gallons  there, 
then  from  this  source  alone — by  securing  the 
waste  from  the  lake  and  the  supply  from  these 
ponds — you  have  really  got  seventeen  or  eighteen 
million  gallons  daily  saved  to  the  city  from  that 


one  source,  to  say  nothing  whatever  of  the  large 
additions  that  will  come  from  securing  the  waters 
of  the  Mystic  basin.  The  little  addition  to  the 
end  of  the  order  with  regard  to  the  waters  of 
the  Shawsheen  I  do  not  consider  particu- 
larly important.  I  look  upon  that  rather 
in  the  same  light  that  1  looked  upon 
the  order  that  was  passed  with  reference 
to  the  Charles  River.  It  is  well  that  it  should  be 
looked  at.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  with  the  in- 
formation that  we  have  now,  and  with  the  mea- 
sures taken  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
waste  ot  water,  we  cm  save  this  very  enormous 
exjieni'ltuie,  that  in  my  judgement  has  not  been 
unjustly  characterized  by  the  gei.tleman  from 
Ward  5.  I  do  not  mean  ir,  criticise  those  who 
have  been  in  favor  of  tlie  .' udbury  'chenie;  1  do 
not  mean  to  make  an  u;  kind  remaik  in  ref"reiice 
to  their  opinions,  because  it  is  jxifectly  plain  that 
they  did  not  have  the  intotmacion  we  now  have 
when  they  were  committed  to  it.  The  various 
orders  that  have  passed  this  City  Council  have  com- 
pelled an  investigation  into  this  water  question, 
and  have  tliiown  a  flood  of  light  upon  it,  and  have 
shown  that  we  need  not  go  to  a  very  large  ex- 
pense for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city  with 
any  amount  of  water.  Now,  then,  of  course  this 
is  not  to  be  considered  an  argument  in  favor  of  a 
small  supply.  1  think  no  man  who  has  been  a 
member  of  this  Council,  and  1  may  say,  indeed, 
with  every  member  of  the  City  Government,  there 
is  but  one  desiie,  antl  that  is  to  have  water  enough 
to  answer  every  iiurpose,  not  only  to  meet  the  uo- 
mestic  wants  of  the  city,  but  enough  to  meet  all 
the  manufaetuiing  wants  of  the  city.  But  in  or- 
der to  do  that  water  must  be  obtained  at  as  cheap 
a  rate  as  XJO^^^ible ;  we  must  prevent  waste,  or 
it  will  do  no  good.  It  is  not  enough  to 
say  we  must  get  water  enough;  but  we  must 
not  pay  so  much  that  we  have  to  charge  a  high 
price  for  it.  We  must  have  it  cheap,  so  that  we 
can  encouiage  manufactures;  if  we  get  it  at  great 
expense,  then,  of  course,  we  fail  to  do  that. 
Altlumgh  this  order  does  contemijlate  an  addi- 
tional application  to  the  Legislature,  yet  I  think 
we  have  all  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  has  been  so  beneficial 
that  it  had,  on  the  whole,  better  be  continued,  and 
these  various  openings  presented,  so  that  when  it 
comes  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  various  authori- 
ties It  can  be  done  with  the  full  light  which  we 
now  nave,  and  with  what  v/e  shall  have  gained 
when  the  Legislature  meets. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  'J — I  am  u'adcr  the  impres- 
sion, audi  think  my  friend  from  the  Twelfth  Ward 
will  coincide  with  me,  that  it  will  be  wisestforusto 
makeup  our  minds  before  we  go  to  the  Legisla- 
ture which  plan  we  want,  and  give  our  whole 
force  to  that  plan.  If  we  ask  tor  three  or  four  dif- 
ferent things,  they  are  likely  either  to  refuse  aU, 
or  to  select  one  themselves,  thereby  depriving  us 
of  a  chance  to  select.  When  we  asked  for  either 
the  Charles  or  Siulbury,  they  selected  the  Sud- 
bury, which  we  don't  want,  instead  of  the  Charles 
which  we  do  want,  or  if  we  do  not  want  it,  let  us 
so  decide  and  then  work  with  the  Legislature  for 
what  we  do  waut,  and  for  that  alone.  In  this  wa- 
ter question,  it  will  be  dangerous  to  apply  that 
management  of  city  matters  which  allows 
a  district  to  be  built  over,  and  then 
raises  it,  and  afterward  has  to  raise  it 
again.  We  -i  ust  look  foward  to  the  future  just 
as  it  is  going  to  be  and  act  accordingly.  Nothing 
is  more  sure  than  that  in  future,  say  fifty  or  sev- 
enty-five years  hence,  the  sources  of  water  supply 
in  this  neighborhood  will  be  polluted,  and  then 
what  will  be  the  position  of  Boston  and  the  sur- 
rounding towns.  At  that  time  they  wUl  need 
80,000,000  gallons  a  day  of  pure  water,  and  where 
will  they  get  it?  The*  Sudbury  has  no  such  sup- 
ply. Unless  we  provide  for  the  case  now  they 
must  go  to  the  Merrimack  or  Lake  Winnlpiseoge'e 
or  some  distant  source  at  vast  expense.  We  can 
provide  for  it  now  by  protecting  the  Charles, 
which  is  a  river  of  such  volume  that  it  would 
supply  a  million  people,  and  leave  an  ample  flow 
in  the  river.  And  it  is  for  the  interest  of  every 
inhabitant  of  every  town  in  the  vicinity  of 
Boston,  to  give  Boston  the  right  to  protect 
that  river.  In  other  words,  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  one-third  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State  that  the  Legislature  should 
give  Boston  a  right  to  take  and  protect  Charles 
River.  Nor  need  the  project  be  looked  upon  as 
involving  an  immediate  and  heavy  exjienditure. 
The  actual  addition  needed  to  our"  present  water 
supply  is  very  small,  and  we  should  be  obliged  to 
take  but  ver^'  little  water  from  the  Charles  for 
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ten  or  fifteen  years  to  come.  The  point  is  to  pro- 
tect it  and  lieep  it  pure  for  future  use.  Tlie  aque- 
duct to  Newton  Upper  FaUs  is  in  large  part  al- 
ready contracted  for,  and  the  trilling  addi- 
tion now  needed  to  our  present  supijly  could  be 
pumped  from  a  filtering  gallery  there,  just  as  "VVal- 
tham  is  pumping  hers,  which  her  citizens  thinli  is 
unsurpassed  ill  quality,  and  the  city  could  perhaps 
use  those  pumps  which  are  now  storetl  at  JS'atick. 
Money  must  indeed  be  spent  for  reservoirs  and 
protecting  the  water,  but  one  dollar  so  spent,  now 
mav  saveus  tv  enty  m  the  f  ntiuc. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
Dean]  in  regard  to  the  water  supplies  being  better 
known  than  they  were  at  the  time  the  Sudbury 
scheme  was  adopted.  At  that  time  the  various 
schemes  were  looked  into,  the  Merrimack  and  even 
Lake  Quinsigamon,  In  tore  the  board  settled  upon 
Sudbury  River.  So  that,  so  far  as  the  source  of 
supply  is  concerned,  there  is  uo  more  before  the 
Council  than  there  was  four  years  ago,  except  the 
Mystic  and  the  Stiawslieen. 

Mr.  Dean  of    Ward  12—1   will   call  the    atten- 
tion of    the   gentleman  to   the  fact   that   all   of 
these  ponds    are  for  the   first   time  brought   to 
the  attention  of  the  Council   by  the   report   of 
the    City   Engineer,     and     although     we     were 
aware  of  the  great  variety  of  sources  from  which 
water  could  be  obtainel,  we,  after  all,  knew  but 
very   little   of  them.     We  find    now  that  if  we 
are   going  to   investigate  it,    we  have  to  grope 
among  a  great  many  reports  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  what  we  want.    Every  scheme  tends  to  a 
different  result  and  amount.    Now,  for  instance, 
with  regard  to  the  Charles  River,  an  ordinary  or- 
der has  been  pa-  std  to  authorize  the  taking  of  the 
waters  of  Charles  River  for  a  supply.    Now,  when 
you  apnly  for  authority  to  rake  the  waters  of  any 
river,  you  have  got  to  pay  for  tiiem  all,  although 
you  may   want   but    a    very   .small    amount.      I 
entirely  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
fiom  the  Ninth  Ward,  that  if  you  siet  water  from 
the  Charles,  and  can  get  what  you  want  and  pay 
for  what  you  get,  that  is  the  kind  of  legislation  to 
take,  and  "l  should   be  quite  content  to  cooperate 
with  him  and  other  members  of  the  Council  in 
coming  to  a  conclusion  before  this  matter  should 
be  pas>ed  upon  by  the  Legislature,  and  state  what 
we  want,  and  which  scheme  appears  to  the  City 
Council  most  advisable  to  adojit,  and  then  put  our 
whole  force  upon  that.    Theonly difficulty  is  from 
the    fact   that   in   order   to    comi)el   the    Legis- 
lature    to     take     notice     of     any     application 
of     this     kind,    notice     must     be     given     and 
published  in  advance,  as  soon  as  an  emergency 
arises s  and  between  now   and  then  I  should  cer- 
tainly be  ready— and  I  should  certainly  have  no 
pride  in  opposing  any  particular  scheme— and  if 
we  are  only  compelled  to  pay  for  the  amount  of 
water  we  actually  take  and  use,  I  should  be  quite 
content  to  coincide  with  him.    But  the  trouble  is — 
and  thac  was  one  of  rhe  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
Shawsheen ;  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary 
to  go  to  the  Shawsheen,  but  1  put  that  m  with  a 
view  to  greater  caption,  to  meet  any  emergency ; 
my  idea  is  that  we  might  very  well,  so  far  as  the 
Charles,     or     any     other     river    is    concerned, 
obtain      legislation      to      enable      us     to     take 
what   water    we    want    and     do    no   particular 
damage  to  anybody.    For  instance,  it  was  stated 
by  myself,  in  a  former  debate  upon  this  question, 
that  Mr.  O.  N.  Whipple  brought  an  action  against 
the  city  of  Boston  for  taking  the  waters  of  Long 
Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate,  laying  his  damages  at 
$100,000.    Long  Pond,  he  said,  is  a  great  pond,  and 
if  the  city  is  going  to  take  that  number  of  gallons 
from  my  mills,  I  am  entitled  to  damages.    But 
when  he  came  to  try  the  case,  it  appeared  that  at 
the   time    he   wanted   to    run   his  mills,    which 
would  occur  at  a  dry  time,  the  water  that  ran 
down  from  this  lake  to  Concord  River  was  not 
enough  for  a  trout  to  swim  in.    This  is  also  illus- 
trated   by    the    disaster   in   the  Mill    River   dis- 
trict.   There    is    a  stream  that  wa^  not  enough 
for  manufacturing;  but  by  storing  the  water  it 
gave    an    enormous  supply  in  a  dry  time.    So  it 
IS   in    regard  to  Lake    Winnipiseogee,  which  is 
mostly  owned  by  a  corporation,   by    which  the 
water  of  and  the  power  of  all  the  mills  on  the 
Merrimack  River  are  undoubtedly  doubled.   Now, 
as   to   this  legislation,    if   the   right   kind    were 
obtained,    there    can  be   no    question   that   the 
waters    of    Charles    River,    by    proper    .storage, 
could  be  used  so  as  to  give  a  more  permanent 
and  reliable  supply  than  can  be  had  now  m  a  dry 
time,  and  give  the  city  of  Boston   all   it  would 
need.      But  in  doing  that  you  have  got  to  have 


a  very  different  kind  of  legislation  from  that 
ever  had  before.  This  matter  of  se'ziug  water  for 
the  use  of  towns  and  mills,  and  of  legislating 
upon  that  subject  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  We  have 
many  prejudices  to  overcome  before  we  can  se- 
cure legi^-lation  that  will  enable  us  to  use  these 
great  sources  of  power  wich  which  New  England 
is  supplied.  I  remember  when  I  was  on  a  commit- 
tee in  the  Legislature,  parties  asked  the  right  to 
raise  certain  reservoirs  from  a  neighboring- 
stream,  in  times  of  freshets  and  when  it  would 
hurt  nobody,  and  they  could  not  get  it.  I  pre- 
sume now,  with  the  light  since  obtained,  there 
woiUd  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  that  right. 
1  remember  a  case  of  a  man  who  asked  leave  to 
turn  a  little  mountain  stream,  that  ran  close  by  a 
pond  that  furnished  water  for  a  mill,  into  that 
mill  pond,  instead  of  letting  it  run  uselessly 
into  the  sea,  and  the  act  was  passed  by 
the  Senate,  but  owing  to  the  prejudice 
against  interfering  with  another  man's  land — al- 
though ic  might  do  good  to  all  the  world  beside — 
It  failed  in  the  House.  But  I  think  there  is  great 
enlightenment  in  the  State  on  this  subject  now, 
and  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  will  not 
permit  these  threat  sources  of  power  and  water, 
which  we  have,  to  run  to  the  ocean  doing  no  good, 
when  there  are  those  who  are  willing  to  iitilize 
them  for  the  wealth  of  the  State.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  inas- 
muah  as  this  application  is  desirable  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  the  Legislature  to  look  into 
this  thing,  I  would  certainly  cooperate  with 
him,  although  it  might  be  well  to  have 
these  schemes  leferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water,  or  to  a  special  committee,  in  order  that 
after  a  careful  investigation  of  these  various 
schemes,  the  matter  sh-mia  be  explained  and  the 
City  Council  definitively  pass  upon  what  was,  on 
the  whole,  most  desiiable.  1  should  certainly  not 
dispute  his  proposition;  it  might  do  very  much. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  am  very  glad  indeed 
to  hear  some  of  t;he  statements  which  my  friend 
from  the  Twelfth  \\  ard  has  made,  and  to  see  that 
this  problem  of  utilizing  this  water  which  runs  to 
waste  is  attracting  the  attention  of  such  minds  as 
his,  and  that  he  is  trying  to  meet  it.  The  summer 
flow  of  Charles  River  averages  thirty  million  gal- 
lons a  day,  while  in  winter  the  flow  averages  some 
two  hundred  million  gallons.  Therefore  it  is 
palpable  that  the  unused  surplus  in  winter  i^  suf- 
ficient to  supply  a  city  of  six  or  seven  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants  with  water  which  now  goes 
down  to  swell  the  tide. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  merely  desire  to  say 
that  one  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  is  not  fully  justified  by  the  facts.  He  said 
that  the  City  Council  had  become  satisfied  that 
the  Sudbury  River  is  not  the  proper  source  for  a 
supply.  I  think  no  one  is  justified  in  making  such 
a  statement,  and  I  do  not  think  any  such  conclu- 
sion is  to  be  drawn  from  the  vote  of  tbe  last  meet- 
ing. I  voted  for  that  order  concerning  Charles 
River,  and  I  have  no  doubt  others  did,  without 
thinking  of  abandoning  Sudbury  River.  Ic 
seemed  to  me  that  the  city  should  have  a 
petition  to  take  Charles  River,  so  that  if 
after  comparing  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
schemes,  we  should  think  it  best  to  take  that 
source,  we  might  be  enabled  to  avail  ourselves  of  it. 
And  for  that  reason  it  seemed  very  proper  to  have 
that  petitioQ  presented,  and  perhaps  this  one  now 
before  the  Council  should  also  be  presented.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  that  it  is  vei-y  important 
for  the  Council  to  determine  what  it  wants.  If 
we  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  for  several 
things,  the  Legislature  may  say,  "Make  up  vour 
minds  what  you  want,  but  we  cannot  grant  you 
the  privilege  of  going  aU  over  the  State  at  your 
own  free  will  and  pleasure."  I  think  the  City 
Council  should  determine  which  of  the  schemes  it 
is  best  to  carry  out,  and  when  the  report  of  the 
physicians  is  in,  I  hope,  for  one,  that  we  shall  de- 
vote ourselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  main 
question,  and  determine  which  scheme  we  shall 
ask  for.  I  do  not  believe  that  authority  to  take 
Charles  River  will  be  granted  without  a  clause  re- 
pealing the  authority  to  take  the  Sudbury.  If  we 
want  the  Charles  we  must  give  up  the  Sudbury, 
and  if  we  want  the  ponds  we  must  give  up  both 
the  Cnarles  and  Sudbury.  We  cannot  have  every- 
thing . 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order,  but  1  agree  fully  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9,  that  we  should  not  ask  for 
too  many  things  at  once.  I  am  afraid  the  Legis- 
latuie  would  grant  one  of  two  things,  or  perhaps 
give  us  that  which  we   don't  want.    If  we  could. 


630 


COMMON      COUNCIL, 


have  these  petitions  advertised,  and  then  deter- 
mine which  scheme  we  do  want,  then  I  would  say, 
take  that.  Neither  do  I  believe  in  i  temporizing 
process.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  1'2  figures 
out  how  we  can  get  seventeen  million  trallons  a 
day,  but  1  think  he  makes  a  mistake.  He  makes 
five  millions  from  the  Nonsuch  and  six  millions 
from  the  lake,  and  then  he  says  we  lose  one 
third  bv  the  wastage  of  the  daily  supply  we  get, 
and  by  enforcing  the  ordinance  we  have 
just  passed  we  can  save  half  of  it,  making 
fourteen  millions,  and  you  spend  from  one  to  five 
million  <lollars  to  save  it,  and  then  we  are  just 
where  we  are  today.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  in  my  opinion,  is  entirely  correct.  However 
disagreeable  the  duty  may  be,  we  have  got  to  look 
ahead  into  the  future,  and  calculate  for  seventy- 
five  or  eighty  million  gallons  for  a  daily  supply ; 
and,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6, 1  am  not  so 
sure  but  we  shall  have  to  take  tne  Sudbury  River 
after  all.  I  hope  the  Legislature  will  give 
us  the  Charles  River,  but  I  do  not  believe 
they  will.  I  am  not  pledged  to  any  scheme. 
There  always  will  be  prejuilice  against  any 
large  scheme,  as  there  is  against  the  Sudbury 
and  "jobs."  I  know  nothing  of  jobs  in  coiniec- 
tion  with  Sudbur,\  River.  I  have  seen  nothing 
that  meets  our  case  so  well  as  the  Sudbury,  except 
the  Charles,  which  will  if  we  can  get  it.  I  think 
it  becomes  the  city  to  look  out  for  the  future. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  believe  that  all  that  is 
wanted  is  the  application  of  a  little  common  sense 
to  this  question.  All  we  want  is  to  make  an 
alternative  proposition.  All  that  is  asked  is  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thority to  take  this  water.  Talk  about  the 
Legislature —why,  it  does  not  come  together 
for  almost  sixty  days.  Then  everybody 
tnows  It  takes  two  or  three  weeks  to  get  the  com- 
mittees to  work,  so  that  it  will  be  about  three 
months  before  you  can  get  any  action  at  all. 
Meantime,  this  matter  may  be  gone  into.  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  but  let  us  have 
an  alternative  proposition.  We  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature with  a  dozen  propositions,  it  may  be,  but 
we  want  to  centre  upon  one  at  the  proper  time. 
The  members  of  the  Legislature  are  human, 
like  ourselves,  and  it  is  made  up  of  men 
of  common  sense,  to  whom  we  make  a  rea- 
sonable    proposition.      I    do    not    see    that    it 

15  temporizing.  It  is  good  plain  common 
sense.  Let  us  make  a  proposition  so  that  every 
man  may  read  it,  and  every  man  in  the  Common- 
wealth may  know  and  understand  that  Boston 
needs  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  is  bound  to 
have  it  at  any  cost.  Because  my  friend  from  Ward 

16  does  not  know  that  there  are  no  jobs  in  the 
Sudbury  scheme  does  not  piove  that  there  are 
none.  I  come  here  to  state  what  I  know,  and  I 
know  and  I  say  theie  are  scheires  of  speculation 
in  it,  and  have  been  from  the  beginning.  I  speak 
plainly.  I  use  no  honeyed  words.  It  is  true,  and 
the  people  believe  it  to  be  true,  and  there  are 
those  who  know  it  to  be  true.  The  peo- 
ple know  it  is  not  necessary  to  spend  eight 
millions  of  dollars — those  are  the  lowest  figures, 
while  every  man  of  common  sense  knows  it  wiU 
be  ten,  twelve  or  fifteen  millions.  Let  us  bej'in 
and  try  to  economize  somewhere.  Let  us  author  • 
ize  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  all  of 
these  propositions,  and  then,  within  the  next 
ninety  dnys,  we  shall  have  abundant  time  to  re- 
duce the  matter  down  to  a  head  and  go  for  one 
single  proposition.  I  agree  with  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  Charles  River 
ought  to  be  taken,  and  let  me  .lay  that  this  is  not 
the  only  city  that  has  its  eye  on  that  river.  I 
am  inJEonned  by  an  official  of  another  city 
that  it  has  its  eye  on  Charles  River,  and 
perhaps  may  get  in  before  we  do.  Let  us  have 
our  gra.vi])ling  irons  soinewhere  else  ;  let  us  have 
an  abundance  of  water;  let  us  go  in  for  these 
propositions.  I  am  willing  to  favor  all  of  them; 
and  when  the  Legislature  meets  let  us  lay  these 
matters  before  them,  and  decide  which  we  think 
best. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— In  1871  the  city  of  Boston 
petitioned  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take 
water  from  various  sources,  and  the  Legislature 
met  that  petition  by  limiting  the  city  of  Boston 
to  two  sources— the  Sudbury  and  the  Charles.  For 
reasons  supposed  to  be  sufficient  at  that  time,  the 
cityabandoned  the  Charles  and  accepted  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  taking  of  the  Sudbury.  In  1874,  on  the 
12th  of  November,  we  go  back  where  we  were 
three  years  ago,  and  talk  about  spreading  out  our 
grappling  irons,  and  taking  water  where  the  Leg- 
islature granted  us  leave  to  take  it  three  years  be- 


fore. Practically  we  are  where  we  were  in  1871  by 
introducing  a  projiosition  of  this  kind.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  proposition  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  very  much  em- 
barrass us  in  any  elfort  we  make  to  get  the  wati  rs 
of  Charles  River.  His  propositi  )u  is  that  we  shall 
petition  the  Legislature,  and  in  the  next  six 
weeks  decide  what  we  want,  and  then  bend 
all  our  energies  to  that  one.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  past  eighteen  month'  has  shown 
me  that  we  cannot  decide  this  question  in  six 
weeks.  We  have  now  passed  through  this  .lody 
an  order  lookii.g  to  the  taking  of  the  waters  of 
Claries  River,  on  the  ground  that  a  board  of 
physicians  are  about  to  decide  that  the  .Sudbury 
River  will  not  give  us  pure  water.  On  the  strength 
of  a  report  which  we  expect  to  have  we  pai^.-eJ 
that  order  last  Thursday  night.  It  seems  to  me 
that  in  a  six  weeks'  ilis'-ussion  there  is  no  pos>-i- 
bilit.\  of  hoping  to  fix'upon  anything  but  the  Sud- 
bury or  Charles.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
does  not  «ant  to  embarrass  our  position  before  the 
Legislature  by  sending  in  vat  ious  petitions.  If  we  go 
to  the  Legislature  with  various  petitions  they  will 
say,  Decide  what  you  want  and  we  will  determine 
what  is  best.  Hut  the  proposition  is  to  put  in  the 
petitions  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  statutes,  and 
then  we  shall  decide  what  we  want  ourselves.  'Hien 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  had  better  rest  where  we 
are,  and  if  it  is  deemed  expedient  and  we  can  get 
authority  from  the  Legislature,  adopt  the  Charles 
River  scheme.  If  they  decide  against  tliat,  then  let 
us  take  the  next  best  thing  to  be  done,  but  not  to 
authorize  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
these  various  propositions  with  the  hope  that  m 
the  next  six  weeks  we  shall  decide  what  i  best  to 
be  done,  upon  this  ground  I  object  to  theoider 
and  not  upon  the  merits  ot  the  question. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Although  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  new  to  me, 
I  am  iiclined  to  favor  it.  But  I  do  not  see  how 
the  fact  that  we  have  already  petitioned  for  the 
Charles  is  an  objection  to  the  proposition.  I  vot- 
ed for  the  order  for  Charles  River,  but  I  did  not 
intend  to  commit  myself  to  that  scheme.  On  the 
contrary  I  have  grave  doubts  both  in  regard  to  it 
and  the  Sudbury,  on  account  of  the  impurity  of 
the  water.  Why,  this  very  report  puts  the  Charles 
second,  and  they  give  the  Charles  the  preference 
on  the  ground  that  the  liability  to  pol- 
lution is  less.  The  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  commits  the  city  to  getting 
a  supply  from  ponds,  which  I  thiuk  is  favorable.  I 
can  see  no  objection  to  asking  for  three  or  half  a 
dozen  sources  of  supply.  Between  this  time  and 
when  the  Legislature  meets  I  think  we  can  deter- 
mine what  is  best  to  be  dmie.  I  have  not  such 
faint  hope  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Mr, 
Denny]  has.  Let  us  ask  for  several  sources.  Fur- 
thermore, we  have  reason  to  expect  that  there 
will  be  great  oppo-ition  to  the  Charles.  As  this 
is  a  new  subject  I  would  suugest  that  it  woula  be 
well  to  have'it  go  over  for  a  week. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — The  gentleman  fi-om 
Ward  5  says  that  if  I  don't  know  about  jobs  in 
Sudbury,  that  is  no  sign  there  are  none.  Of 
course  nobody  objects  to  that.  But  it  there  are 
jobs  there  I  want  to  know  it.  If  there  are  jobs  in 
that  or  Charles  River,  I  don't  propose  to  go  for 
either.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  said  a 
few  weeks  ago  that  there  was  a  gigantic  swindle 
in  this  Sudbury  River  scheme,  and  he  promised 
us  the  facts  and  figures.  I  hope  he  is  able  to  give 
them  to  us. 

Mr.  Shaw— He  is. 

Mr.  West— If  there  is  such  a  job  as  that  we  will 
very  soon  root  it  out.  But  if  somebody  wants  to 
speculate  out  of  it  we  caimot  stop  that'.  A  wan 
has  a  right  togo  out  tiiere  and  buy  land  that  the 
city  wants.  But  I  don't  consider  that  a  gigantic 
job.  If  there  is  anything  in  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  has  said,  I  want  to  know  it,  an  I  I 
believe  it  would  gratify  the  Council  very  much  if 
he  will  give  the  facts  he  promised. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  think  the  Council  has 
a  right  to  demand  of  the  aentleraan  from  Ward  5 
that  he  will  hand  over  those  facts.  We  have  been 
hearing  about  them  for  months,  and  it  is  about 
time  for  us  to  have  them.  The  sientleman  should 
either  state  his  facts  to  the  Council  cr  introduce 
an  order  for  the  appointment  of  an  investigating 
committee  to  examine  into  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5—1  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Wai  d  6  will  demand  an  investigating  committee, 
and  demand  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  these 
facts,  and  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  gets 
ready  he  will  give  them  and  more  than  the  genile- 
manfrom  Ward  6  ever  had  the  brain  to  conceive  of 


NOVEMBER      13,       1874 


631 


Demand  facts  from  me !  I  never  talk  anything  but 
facts.  If  tbe  gentleman,  the  a.'- tute  member  from 
Ward  6,  expects  aught  else  from  me,  he  is  mis- 
taken. I  always  state  facts.  In  place  of 
copying  other  people's  ideas  into  books  over  his 
own  signature,  let  him  study  the  law  and  the 
facts,  and  the  gospel,  too.  As  1  have  told  you,  I 
have  never  studied  law ;  but  when  the  gentleman 
demands  of  me  to  state  facts,  he  will  have  them 
in  my  own  good  time ;  but  when  anybody  under- 
takes to  bluff  me  down  by  demanding  facts,  he 
will  find  that  he  is  not  able  to  do  it,  and  that  I 
will  give  my  facts  only  when  I  am  ready  to 
do  it.  Nobody  shall  disparage  me  here  in 
my  place ;  nobody,  not  even  my  worthy  ancl  astute 
friend  from  the  Suffolk  bar,  can  confound  nie  in 
his  wisdom,  although  the  v^isdom  of  fools  some- 
times confounds  the  wise — not  exactly  a  literal 
quotation  according  to  scripture,  but  it  meets  the 
case.  Now,  when  I  rise  here  to  speak,  because  it 
is  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  when  I  use  the  words  of 
truth— they  come  plainly  from  my  lips — not  like 
those  from  the  honeyed  tongue  of  my  friend  from 
the  Sixth  Ward,  who  has  been  brought  up  at  the 
bar — when  I  say  there  are  jobs  and  schemes, 
I  know  it,  and  when  I  get  ready  I  will 
divulge  it.  The  people  Know  it,  and  for 
a  year  and  a  half  they  have  heard  my  voice 
against  it;  they  have  read  it  in  the  newspapers 
and  complimented  me  for  it — some  of  the  constit- 
uents of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  now  gone  to 
their  graves.  I  have  letters  from  wealthy  con- 
stituent-, of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  compli- 
menting me  on  tiie  statements  I  ha^-e  made  in  the 
Council  in  che  interest  of  the  i  eople  and  against 
these  enormous  and  uncalled  for  exj)enditures. 
That  is  my  answer  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  U.  Let  him  exercise  his  power, 
or  the  power  of  the  Council  in  demanding  it. 
When  I  am  to  be  commanded,  it  must  be  by  a 
power  higher  than  his — higher  than  this  Council. 
Let  him  make  the  beginning ;  the  sooner 
he  begins  the  sooner  he  will  exhaust  him- 
self, and  it  will  not  be  the  first  time  that  he 
who  lays  traps  gets  exhausted.  In  sober  earnest, 
let  me  .-ay,  that  the  people  have  arisen  and  told 
us,  as  their  representatives,  that  they  believed 
this  scheme  wholly  and  absolutely  unnecessary. 
I  have  said  that  if  the  honorable  Water  Board 
would  exercise  a  very  little  authority  and.  inaug- 
urate a  system  of  inspection,  they  could  stop 
this  enormous  waste  of  water,  which  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  stated,  after  I  had  stated  it  a  year 
ago,  although  received  with  sneers  at  the  time, 
and  has  been  shown  by  the  reports  coining  from 
the  legitimate  sources.  Now,  sir,  let  us  inaugu- 
rate  a   system   of    inspection    and   save   water, 


rather  than  waste  it  where  it  does  nobody 
any  good.  At  the  same  time,  let  me  say,  I 
want  an  abundant  supply  if  it  is  necessary. 
Let  us  use,  as  we  do  in  our  business  matters,  some 
little  common  sense,  and  prevent  this  waste,  not 
because  we  have  friends  to  reward  or  enemies  to 
pupish,  but  because  we  believe  it  to  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  who  sent  us  here  that  we 
should  adopt  this  matter  and  act  upon  it  with 
common  sense  and  sound  judgment;  and  if  we 
can  save  several  millions  of  dollars  to  the  tax- 
payers, we  ought  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— As  the  Council  seems 
to  be  losing  sight  of  the  subject  before  it,  I  move 
the  previous  cjuestion. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Will  the  gentleman  with- 
draw a  moment? 

Mr.  Kimball— I  will,  at  the  request  of  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Dean — I  merely  rise  to  state  that  at  tne  sug- 
gestion ®f  one  or  two  members  who  thought  they 
would  like  a  little  further  time  to  consider  this 
matter,  although  it  is  desirable  to  get  the  petition 
in  as  soon  as  possible,  1  have  no  objection  to  hav- 
ing the  order  lie  over.  If  the  subject  will  not 
bear  investigation,  of  course  it  is  not  de- 
sirable that  che  order  should  pass.  I 
think  that  all  we  need  now  is  to  take  hold  of  it, 
and  we  cannot  help  but  come  out  right.  The  re- 
sult, as  we  all  know — and  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
any  reflections  upon  a^y  member,  because  I  know 
that  any  membei  who  has  been  urging  the  Sudbury 
scheme  did  it  with  the  belief  that  it  was  the  best 
scheme — the  result  of  th'^se  investigations  has  un- 
doubtedly changed  the  minds  of  members  of  this 
Council  who  were  in  favor  of  the  Sudbury  scheme. 
I  do  not  think 't  has  changed  them  entirely,  but 
it  has  put  them  in  a  frame  of  miiid  to 
go  over  to  what  is  best.  1  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Cheesebrough  in  his  report 
makes  the  remark  that  if  the  waters  of  Charles 
River  are  unfit  f.)r  use,  then  the  larger  and  more 
expensive  scheme  may  be  justified.  Then 
it  turns  out  now  that  Charles  River  is  fit 
for  use,  and  if  this  report  shall  sus- 
tain the  preliminaiy  staieiiient  of  the  physi- 
cian-, I  have  no  doubt  that  one  thing  will  have 
great  effect  upon  the  minds  of  everybody.  I  move 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter  be 
postponed  until  next  Thursday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock  P.  M. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15, 
Mr.  Dean  changed  the  hour  to  nine  o'(;lock,  and 
the  order  was  specially  as:-ie:ned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Reg-ular  weekly  nuetiug  at  three  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiiling. 

KXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer — Julias  A.  Sweetlancl, 
Broadway  Methodist  Church. 

Measurers  ot  Wood  and  15ark— Alouzo  H.  Stow- 
ell,  Thomas  Coleman,  Jr. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Charles  D.  Bickford,  for  leave 
to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  at  No.  105  New 
Heath  street,  Ward  15. 

Albert  Howe,  f  oi  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Market  street,  near  Washington  street. 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Comm,ittee  on  Market.  Robert  E.  Hud- 
son et  al.,tor  a  lease  of  the  new  vegetable  market. 

To  the  Comm,ittee  on  Lam,ps.  Manley  Howe, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  lamp  post  opposite  374  Broad- 
way, South  Boston. 

Hannah  M.  Cook  et  al.,  for  lamps  on  Willianls 
street  near  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

T.  C.  Wales  et  al.,  that  lamps  he  placed  and 
lighted  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  south  of  Seaver 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Jttoard.  Samuel  Austin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  North  avenue, 
Ward  16. 

Thomas  Doyle,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue.  No  560. 

E.  Chipman,  for  Ifave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Malvern  street,  Ward  15. 

Roger  Drury,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Terrace  street,  Ward  15. 

Charles  x).  Bickford,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  fifteen  additiojial  horses  on  New 
Heath  street.  No.  105,  Ward  15. 

W.  T.  McCormack,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Lamar  tine  street.  Ward 
17. 

Albert  Howe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  fifteen  horses  on  Market  street.  Ward  19. 

Joel  Knight  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  horses  on  Stone's  wharf,  141  and 
149  Medford  street. 

Charles  A.Green,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  a  twenty-foot  street 
from  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  16. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  for  leave  to  maintain  his  cel- 
lar below  grade  at  101  East  Dedham  street. 

E.  8.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  reoccupy  a  stable 
with  eight  additional  stalls  for  horses  on  Reed 
street. 

Samuel  Hatfield,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Washington  near  Winship 
street,  Ward  19. 

Josiah  Webb  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  at  corner  of  Washington  and 
Richmond  streets.  Ward  16. 

Charles  Roberts,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cellar 
below  grade  on  Friend  street,  near  Travers  street. 

John  Elms,  for  renewal  of  license  granted  for  a 
stable  on  Decatur  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Connmittee  on  Paving.  Charles  H. 
Leach  et  al.,  that  the  curbstone  in  Charter  street, 
between  Nos.  7  and  15,  be  put  in  saf^  condition. 

Cyrus  Baker,  et  al.,  that  Third  street  be  graded 
and  sidewalks  laid  from  L  to  M  street. 

David  Smith  et  al.,  that  Lincoln  street,  Charles- 
town,  be  graded. 

Trinity  Church,  that  the  sidewalks  on  the  south- 
erly side  of  Newbury  street  be  paved  with  brick. 

George  E.  Young  et  al.,  that  Condor  street  be 
macadamized. 

William  Makepeace  et  al..  for  leave  to  set  out 
trees  in  front  of  estates  Nos.  3  and  5  AJlston 
street.  Ward  4. 

James  Curtin.  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
91  Bennington  street. 

Nathan  Samuels,  that  the  building  at  corner 
Pearl  and  Bath  streets  be  numbered,  and  that  the 
name  of  "Post  Office  square"  be  given  to  the  area 
east  of  the  new  Post  Office. 

Rebecca  C.  Billings,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Providence  street. 


Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  for  leave  to  lay  gas 
l^ipe  across  (Jranite  street  between  their  gas  works 
and  refinery. 

Robert  Simpson  et  al.,  for  a  crossing  in  Warren 
street  at  Maywood  street. 

Manley  Howe,  for  leave  to  erect  a  lamp  post  op- 
posite 374  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

B.  L.  Bowen,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
corner  of  Canal  and  Middlesex  streets. 

PETITION  FOE  A  SUPPLY  OF  PURE  WATER  FOB  EAST 
BOSTON. 

Alderman  Brooks  presented  the  pet'tion  of  Or. 
B.  F.  Campbell  and  1000  other  citizens  of  Ward  1, 
representing  that  they  are  stiil  suffering  from  a 
supply  of  impure  water,  and  earnestly  petitioning 
the  City  Council  either  to  purify  their  present 
source  of  supply  or  grant  the  prayer  of  the  Flax 
Pond  Company.  Alderman  Brooks  moved  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  petition  states  that  the 
city  of  Boston  has  power  at  the  present  time  to 
purify  the  Mystic  River.  That  is  not  the  fact.  The 
petition  for  power  to  purify  that  river  was  not 
acted  upon. 

Alderman  Worthington — Was  not  an  act  passed 
to 'allow  the  city  of  Boston  to  build  sewers  through 
that  district  in  connection  with  the  towns  on  the 
line? 

Alderman  Stebbins — A  petition  of  that  kind 
from  the  city  of  Boston  was  presented  to 
the  last  Legislature,  but  it  being  so  late 
in  the  session,  Idave  was  not  granted  it  to 
be  introduced.  An  attempt  was  made  later  in  the 
session  to  get  an  amendment  covering  that  peti- 
tion to  the^act  allowing  the  building  of  storage 
reservoirs,  but  that  was  refused. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  act  grants  power 
to  build  sewers,  and  we  have  an  order  for  a  peti- 
tion for  the  towns  to  join  in  the  work  which  comes 
from  the  Common  Council  today  to  be  acted  up- 
on. The  act  passed  last  winter  was  to  give  the 
city  of  Boston  power  to  build  sewers,  but  not  to 
assess  the  cost  upon  other  towns. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  act  provided  that  the 
city  of  Boston  might  buUd  a  sewer  in  connection 
with  the  storage  reservoirs,  but  not  in  connection 
with  the  present  supply.  An  order  for  a  petition 
for  that  has  come  to  us  from  the  other  branch  to- 
day. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Water. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COLUMBUS   AVENUE. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  remonstrances 
against  granting  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  tracks  in  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  severally  signed  by  A.  W.  Beard 
et  al.,  George  W.  Pope  et  al.,  H.  Harris  &  Co.  et 
aZ.,  Harwood  &  Hackett  et  al.,  Henry  Nowell  et 
al.,  Stillman  B.  Allen  et  al.,  Charles  Blake  et  al. 
Severally  referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Pres- 
cott, to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Daniel  McKinney  $1906.60,  for 
Washington-Street  damages,  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Elizabeth  A.  Brown,  C.  H.  Breck, 
et  al.,  $1339.08,  for  Foster-street  damages,  Brigh- 
ton.   Passed. 

Orders  to  establish  the  grade  of  Franklin  street, 
between  Cambridge  street  and  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  in  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  rescind  location  of  3Ietrop©litan  Rail- 
road in  Meridian  street,  from  White  street  to  the 
bridge,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  rails  from  said 
street.  Laid  upoj  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Brooks. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Street--  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  and  l?y  sidewalks  on  easterly 
side  of  HaUeck  street,  south  of  Ruggles  street. 
Passed. 

Order  to  establish  the  revised  grade  of  Brook 
avenue  in  Ward  16.    Passed. 

Order  to  furnish  and  set  edgestores  and  lay 
sidewalks  on  west  side  of  Greenville  street,  near 
the  estate  of  Charles  Nichols,  and  on  the  easterly 
side  near  the  estate  of  Thaddeus  Nichols.    Passed. 

Orders  for  the  establishment  of  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  maiiJigement  of  the  police  boat  Pro- 
tector.   Passed. 

Order  to  cancel  the  bond  of  John  Farrington  for 
a  lot  of  land  on  Adams  and  Gibson  streets.  Laid 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Orders  for  assessment  and  collection  of  sidewalk 
asses.sments  on  Bowen,  Trenton  and  K  streets. 
Severally  passed. 
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PAPERS    FBOM   THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOB  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Requests  from  the  School  Committee  that  a  suit- 
able fire  escape  be  attached  to  the  Winthrop 
Sclioolhouse,  in  Tremont  street;  aud  that  addi- 
tional accommodations  be  provided  for  the  Kin- 
dergarten School  in  Somerset  street.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  o-i  Public  Instruction. 

Report  recorauiending-  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Mary  Thomson,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  in  South  strk  et.    Accepted. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  join  the  selectmen  of 
Woburn  aud  other  towns  interested  in  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  for  a  system  of  sewerage,  to 
carry  away  from  Mystic  Pond  all  injurious  matter 
now  discharging  therein.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  turning  the  waters  of  Nonesuch 
Pond  into  the  Lake  Cochituate  conduit,  or  Lake 
Cochituate,  for  a  temporary  supply.    Passed. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  John  D.  Reed  and  others,  consta- 
bles, were  presented,  duly  certified  by  the  City 
Treasurer,  and  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Notice  of  vacancies  in  said 
board  from  Wards  6,  9, 11, 14  and  2.  Placed  on 
file. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  the  cost 
of  constructing  sewers,  as  foUows  :  Eighth  street, 
$1411.87;  Condor  street,  $1988.49:  Hartford  and 
High  streets,  $1140.98;  Washington  square,  $707.19; 
South  Eden  strett,  $1097.46;  Hamilton  street, 
$816.39;  Warren  place,  $810.88;  Rochester  street, 
$1244.17;  Oneida  street,  $1509.22;  Washington 
street  (,t  haiiestown),  $1048.32;  Dorchester  street, 
$2319.87;  Brook  avenue,  $1547.13.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommendiiig  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John  C.  McNeil  to  be 
compensated  for  injuries  to  his  child  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  Meridian  street.  Accepted  and 
sent  down. 

SOUP  FOB  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  tem- 
porary aid  to  the  poor  during  the  coming  winter 
by  the  distribution  of  souj)  from  the  police  station 
houses,  or  such  other  places  as  they  may  select,  in 
different  sections  of  the  city,  the  expense,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $5000,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter, 
passed,  and  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Billiard  License  Granted— Pollard  &  Bliss,  367 
Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Two  bootblacks, 
nine  newsboys. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — D.  W.  Littlefield  and 
three  others  (.transf ers) ;  Andrew  Thompson,  8 
Moon  street;  P.  H.  Padeltord,  Roxbury  (express); 
B.  J.  McCabe,  14  Hudson  street;  G.  R.  Eaton,  634 
Shawmut  avenue. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— H.  M.  Hewett, 
to  give  dramatic  entertaijiments  at  John  A.  An- 
drew Hall  this  season ;  C.  M.  Charter,  to  exhibit  a 
panorama  at  Institute  Hall. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed — Louisa  E.  Gil- 
more,  07  Joy  street;  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association,  92  Carver  street. 

Dealers  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Licensed — 
Hannah  H.  Samelsohn,  160  Merrimao  street; 
Nichols  &  Avery,  165  Fulton  street;  Peter  Swift, 
Harrison  avenue  and  Eustis  street;  James  Graham, 
40  Batterymarch  street. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— S.  M.  Caro,  1128  Tremont 
street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Mi-s.  Fanny  E. 
Appleton,  21  Cambridge  street ;  Jeanette  Beckler, 
11  Harrison  avenue ;  Thomas  Wilder,  107  Pleasant 
street;  S.  Page  Farren,  117  Eliot  street;  William  S. 
Bates,  174  Border  street;  Alexander  Boudrow,  104 
Sumner  street. 

Inuholders'  Licenses  Granted — C.T.  Weymouth, 
Charles  River  Hotel ;  T.  Taylor  Harrington,  Cattle 
Fair  Hotel,  Brighton. 

Hack  License  Granted— E.  T.  Dyer,  Court  street, 
after  nine  o'clock  P.  M. 

Hack  License  Refused— George  M.  Pratt,  United 
States  Court  House. 

Severally  accepted. 


PAVING  BEPOBTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Arthur  W.  Tufts  et  al.,  for  the  grad- 
ing of  new  street  east  of  Washington  park,  for 
the  reason  that  the  street  referred  to  is  not  a  pub- 
lic street;  Mai-y  G.  P.  Stevens, to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Day  stieet;  Union  Stone  Company  et 
ai.,  that  the  street  railway  tracks  be  removed 
from  Devonshire  street;  Eli  Fernald,  for  an  ap- 
propriation to  put  Fort  avenue  in  order,  for  the 
reason  that  Fort  avenue  is  not  a  public  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  next  City 
Government  of  petition  of  William  Balch  et  al., 
that  a  retaining  wall  be  puilt  at  the  westerly  end 
of  Canton  street.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Merriam  &  Philbrook  and  others,  that 
the  sidewalk  in  the  rear  of  Faneuil  Hall  be  wid- 
ened.   Accepted. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  sidewalks  and 
edgestones  for  Washington  street,  between  Brat- 
tle and  Haymaiket  square ;  Hancock  and  Colum- 
bia streets,  between  Bird  and  Stoughton  streets ; 
Bennington  street,  between  Frescott  and  Brooks 
streets;  Albany  street,  between  East  Chester  park 
and  East  Concord  streec;  Dorchester  avenue,  be- 
tween Field's  Corner  and  Centre  street ;  with  or- 
ders for  the  proportionate  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  the  same.  Orders  severally  read  twice,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Stieets  be 
directed  to  grade  r'rancis  street  north  of  Brook- 
line  avenue  as  recently  laid  out  anil  widened  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioiiers  aud  according 
to  the  grade  established  by  said  board.  P^stimat- 
ed  cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furiiish  ai.d  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Burroughs  street,  Ward  17, 
and  10  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  from  of 
the  estate  on  the  southwesterly  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  School  streets.  Ward  17,  and  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $32.99,  assessed  to 
George  B.  Faunce  for  edgestones  on  Norfolk  ave- 
nue, be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Henry 
M.  Fuller. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $58.57,  assessed  to  An- 
drew BehiinghofI  for  sidewalk  No.  1210  Tremont 
street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Ruth 
H.  Thompson. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22.84,  assessed  to 
Charles  McGinley  for  sidewalk  on  East  Fifth 
street,  669,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to 
Alice  Andrews. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $78.41,  assessed  to 
Robert  Keleen  for  sidewalk  on  Athens  stieet, 
corner  of  F  street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  as- 
sessed to  Micah  Dyer,  Ji. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $65.93,  assessed  to 
Robert  Keleen,  for  edgestones  on  F  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Micah  Dyer,  Jr. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $13.97  be  abated  from 
the  amount  assessed  to  Manley  Howe  for  side- 
walk on  Athens  street,  and  that  $13.10  be  assessed 
to  John  M.  Porter. 

Ordered ,  That  abatements  be  made  the  following- 
named  parties  in  the  sums  set  against  their  respec- 
tive names,  for  sidewalks,  erroneously  assessed : 
Thomas  Patter.^  on,  64  Silver  street,  $9,23;  Angelina 
Quincey,  Dorchester  street,  $15;  Patrick  Rogers, 
Tremont  street,  $12.60;  George  McDonald,  Athens 
street,  $13.58;  Benjamin  M.  Thayer,  Stoughton 
street,  $95  94;  Alfred  Ford,  Stoughton  street, 
$13.53;   Charles  A.  Green,  $17.63. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $12.34,  assessed  to 
Daniel  McCarty  for  edgestones  on  Dorchester 
avenue.  Ward  16,  be  abated  and  the  same  assessed 
to  John  McCarty. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $14.70,  assessed  to 
Francis  Schwendeman  for  sidewalk  No.  97  Gold 
street,  be  abated  and  the  same  assessed  to  James 
RaUston. 

Seveially  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Standard  Sugar  Refinei'y  to  lay  a  gas  pipe  under 
and  across  Granite  street,  between  their  gas  works 
and  refinery,  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor  saving  the  city 
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harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of,  the  laying  and  maintaining 
of  said  pipe  under  said  street;  also  upon  condi- 
tion that  said  company  shall  remove  said  pipe 
when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  AUlermen. 
Read  twice,  on  motion  :jf  Alderman  Cutter,  and 
passed. 

THE  PAVING  OF  STILLMAN   PLACE. 

Alderman  Peters— In  behalf  ot  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  I  wish  to  make  an  explanation  of  a  jiaper 
that  1  tiiid  on  every  Alderman's  desk,  in  regard  to 
the  paving  of  Stillman  place.  The  committee 
found  that  Stillman  place  is  a  private  way,  and 
that  they  have  no  right  to  pave  it,  but  they  have 
not  concluded  to  make  that  report  yet.  When 
they  have  had  time  to  go  and  see  it  they  will  de- 
termine what  i.s  best  to  be  don». 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  an  order  directing  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewers  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Third  street,  be- 
tween N  and  O  streets.  Read  twice,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Power,  and  passed. 

SUBTEY  OF  FLAX    AND     OTHER     PONDS     IN  LYNN. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to 
make  such  surveys  and  measurements  as  may  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  actual  amount  of  water 
that  can  be  furni-hed  from  Flax,  Sluice  and  Ce- 
dar ponds;  the  expense  of  making  such  surveys 
and  measurements  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
a,tion  for  Additional  Water  Supply,  the  bills  to 
be  approved  by  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Committee  on  Water 
have  before  them  the  application  of  M.  Berry 
and  others  of  Lynn,  to  furnish  the  citizens  of 
Ward  1  with  water.  Before  making  a  report  on 
the  subject,  the  committee  desire  to  know  how 
much  water  can  be  oepended  upon  from  that 
source  in  case  it  should  be  deemed  desirable  to 
make  an  arrangement  with  the  Messrs.  Berry.  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading  today 
in  order  that  the  City  Engineer  may  begin  the 
measurements  at  once. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  passed  and  sent 
down. 

ASSISTANT    FOR    INSPECTOR   OF    MILK. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk  for  an 
assistant,  submitted  a  report  recommending  tha  ^ 
the  same  be  granted.  Report  accepted  and  the 
following  order  passed : 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  the  Inspector 
of  Milk  to  employ  an  assistant  to  aid  him  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  ot  his  office,  at  an  expense 
per  annum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Health. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

The  petitions  of  S.  J.  &  G.  Tuttle,  for  leave  to 
erect  and  use  steam  engine  on  Washington  square, 
and  A.  J.  Faxon  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use 
steam  engine  at  20  Beach  street,  came  up  for  con- 
sideration on  orders  of  notice  for  hearings.  No 
one  appeared  to  object  and  the  petitions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

CITIZENS'   GASLIGHT   COMPANY. 

At  four  o'clock  P.  M.  the  Board  continued  the 
hearing  on  the  petition  of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company,  for  leave  to  lay  down  pipes  in  the 
streets. 

Hon.  P.  A.  Collins  appeareC  for  the  petitioners ; 
Hon.  R.  M.  Morse,  Jr.,  for  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company;  George  Putnam,  Jr.,  for  the  South 
Boston  Gaslight  Company  ;  and  W.  A.  Field  for 
the  Roxbury  Gaslight  Company. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  had  heard  the  questions 
asked  by  Alderman  Worthington  at  the  last  meet- 
ing in  regard  to  the  cost  of  making  gas,  and  he 
would  call  Mr.  Kennedy,  who  said  he  had  made 
some  estimates  of  the  approximate  cost  of  gas 
works  to  Boston  ;  he  had  plans  which  he  would 
show  to  the  Board  or  a  committee.  Works 
can  be  built,  a  hundred  miles  ot  pipe*^  laid,  and 
all  apparatus  constructed  for  about  .|;2.000,000;  he 
could  go  to  work  for  that  amount,  and  he  could 
manufacture  and  distribute  gas  for  about  .f  1.50 
per  thousand  feet,  and  with  a  consumption  ot  a 
million  feet  a  day  he  could  sell  for  about  $2  a 
thousand,  and  this  with  an  illuminating  power  of 
eighteen  to  twenty  cancUes,  and  better  quality 
than  is  now  furnished;   the  Boston  Gaslight  Com- 


pany furnish  twice  that  amount  now.  When  he 
came  to  Boston  he  came  as  a  gas  expert,  ajid  after 
looking  over  the  ground,  concluded  to  be- 
come a  stockholder  in  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company ;  he  had  subscribed  for  two  thousand 
shares,  or  $200,000,  was  willing  to  put  uji  that 
money,  and  wa?  willing  to  bind  uimself  to  the  citv 
that  the  new  company  should  build  works,  furnish 
gas,  and  not  sell  out  to  any  other  company.  To 
Mr.  Morse  Mr.  Kennedy  said  he  <lid  not  propose  to 
tell  tne  Boston  (iaslight  Company  what  he  could 
do;  and  di'i  not  propose  to  state  the  inside  work- 
ings of  the  Citizens'  company;  they  would  require 
several  acres  of  land,  from  three  to  ten  ;  he  would 
determine  the  number  when  he  maile  the  ground 
plan,  but  declined  to  state  what  estimate  he  had 
made  for  land ;  he  had  been  in  Boston  longei  ough 
to  know  something  of  the  price  of  la nci ;  he  de- 
clined to  name  the  price  of  land  per  foot  he  had 
allowed;  he  was  willing  to  give  the  Board  or  a 
committee  any  infomiation  they  desired,  but  was 
unwilling  and"  unprepared  to  go  into  details;  he 
had  allowed  for  enough  street  mains  to  accommo- 
date the  people. 

Mr.  Morse  asked  Mr.  Kennedy  how  much  land 
he  had  estimated  for  and  the  amount  allowed  for 
in  the  estimate  of  $2,000,000. 

Mr.  Collins  said  they  did  not  propose  to  give 
the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  information  which 
belonged  to  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  as  a 
corporation — ^just  as  Mr.  Greenoagh  haa  said,  it 
was  information  for  the  directors. 

Mr.  Morse  submitted  that  when  this  company 
asks  for  permission  to  dig  up  the  streets  it  must 
give  evidence  that  it  is  able  to  go  on  with  the 
works,  and  furnish  gas  to  citizens  for  a  less  price 
than  it  is  supplied  at  present.  They  stood  there 
as  the  assistants  of  the  Board  in  testing  the  tnith 
of  the  statements  of  witnesses,  and  probing  this 
whole  matter;  they  were  proceeding  in  good  faith 
and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  go  on.  It  is  proposed 
to  change  the  city's  policy  and  allow  competing 
coi  porations  to  come  in  and  supply  the  citizens 
with  gas.  The  question  is  not  to  be  decided  has- 
tily. 

Mr.  Collins  said  it  was  not  to  be  decided  hastily, 
and  procrastination  was  what  the  Boston  gas- 
light Company  wanted,  and  if  it  could  put  it  off 
for  all  eternity  so  much  the  better  for  them.  The 
new  company  must  show  its  ability  to  go  ahead 
and  do  its  work,  but  it  was  not  important  for  the 
Board  to  inquire  into  the  private  details  of  the 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Company.  The  way  to  test  it  is 
by  uroviding  a  forfeit.  This  is  one  corporation 
against  another,  and  the  only  remonstrant  was 
the  corporation  who  has  had  a  monopoly  for  fifty 
years.  They  would  submit  all  the  details  to  the 
Board  in  confidence. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Field,  representing  the  Roxbury  Gas- 
light Company,  said  it  was  the  rule  of  evidence 
that  in  a  hypothetical  statement  like  that  of  Mr. 
Kennedy,  an  expert  should  give  details. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  offer  to  furnish  gas  cheaper 
than  it  is  now,  made  at  a  previous  meeting,  must 
be  connected  with  the  present  estimates.  If  the 
Boston  and  Roxbury  Gaslight  companies  want 
to  learn  how  to  make  gas  for  §1.50  a  thousand, 
they  cannot  get  that  information  free  of  cost  from 
the  witnesses  of  the  petitioner. 

Alderman  Power  said  lie  supposed  the  Board  is 
desirous  of  getting  all  the  information  it  can  on 
this  important  subject,  and,  as  one  member,  he 
desired  the  new  company  to  show  all  the  details 
of  the  business,  and  how' they  are  going  to  be  able 
to  furnish  gas  cheaper  than  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company  do.  But  if  the  new  company  are  co  be 
obliged  lio  do  this,  he  wanted  to  know' if  the  Bos- 
ton Ciaslight  Company  are  going  to  show  by  their 
books  and  accounts  that  it  cannot  be  ilone.  The 
Board  should  have  both  sides  of  the  question  if 
details  are  to  be  furnished.  Mr.  Greenough  had 
said  that  certain  iiiforination  was  the  property  of 
his  -"irectors.  The  proposition  made  oy  the  new 
company  cannot  be  gainsaid,  but  he  hoped  they 
would  give  details  as  to  how  gas  can  be  furnished 
cheaper  than  it  is  iiow. 

Mr.  Moise  said  that  if  after  the  investie.atiou 
has  been  made  It  shall  be  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  to  inquire  into  the  details  of  manufacturing 
gas  by  any  of  the  Boston  companies,  no  ol)jection 
would  be  offend  ;  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
answering  any  proper  interrogatories  by  the 
Board.  The  only  difference  in  price  is  fifty  cents  a 
thousand  feet. 

Mr.  Putnam  said  that  the  questions  asked  Mr. 
Kcimedy  ha<l  never  been  refused  to  be  answered 
before.  What  had  been  refused  had  been  the  dis- 
closure of  the  actual  cost  of  making  gas,  because 
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that  depended  on  a  great  variety  of  things.  The 
cost  of  laying  pipes,  building  retort  houses,  etc., 
was  not  gi  trade  secret,  and  the  refusal  had  never 
been  made  before. 

Mr.  Morse  repeated  the  question  to  Mr.  Kenne- 
dy as  to  how  many  miles  of  street  mains  he  had 
estimated  for,  and  asked  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  on  the  question. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  the  question  was 
perfectly  competent,  and  that  it  is  desirable  for 
Mr.  Kennedy  to  answer  questions  it!  regard  to 
particular  expencitures— whether  he  has  made  es- 
timates for  a  particular  expeuciiti.re  in  the  con- 
struction of  woi  ks,  the  amount  of  land  to  be 
used,  and  th j  laying  of  main  pipes ;  any  secrets 
they  may  have  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of 
gas  need  not  be  disclosed;  the  Hoard  was  desir- 
ous of  as  full  details  as  possible. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  to  Mr.  Morse  that  he  had  es- 
timated for  laying  100  miles  of  street  mains,  the 
expense  of  which  would  vary  from  three  to  thirty 
thousand  dollars  per  mile  ;  he  estimated  that  the 
works  and  100  miles  of  pipes  will  cost  two  millions 
of  dollars;  he  had  not  had  time  to  make  estimates 
in  detail;  he  declined  to  state  how  much  he  al- 
lowed for  land,  buildings  or  pipes;  [Mr.  Col- 
lins said  they  were  to  have  five  acres  of  land 
given  to  them  ;]  he  had  estimated  for  the  business 
part  of  the  city ;  they  had  three  or  four  locations 
in  view,  but  had  not  decided  which  to  take. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  question  in  regard 
to  land  should  be  answeied. 

Alderman  Power  said  there  was  one  way  the 
hearing  might  be  shortened  a  great  deal.  Sve 
know  the  Hoston  Gaslight  Company,  and  they  can 
show  u hat  it  costs  to  furnish  gas;  and  if  they 
show  that,  the  Board  will  take  their  word.  If 
they  will  show  that  gas  cannot  be  furnished 
cheaper  than  it  is  now,  nobody  will  question  them. 
Mr.  Kennedy  states  that  he  can  put  in  works  for 
naaking  a  certain  number  of  feet  of  gas  for  a 
specified  sum  of  money ;  but  if  he  has  got  to  prove 
everything  in  detail,  it  will  take  a  great  deal  of 
time,  which  could  be  saved  if  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company  will  show  just  what  it  costs  to  make 
gas. 

Ml-.  Morse  thanked  Alderman  Bower  for  the 
suggestion  and  the  confiderce  expressed  in  the 
Boston  Gaslight  Company.  But  it  is  known  that 
every  few  years  there  is  a  desire  to  investigate 
the  cost  of  manufacturing  gas,  and  the  rule  to  be 
applied  in  this  case  is  that  the  petitioners  must 
prove  something  tending  to  support  their  peti- 
tion. It  would  not  be  a  good  practice  for  the  pe- 
titioner to  throw  down  his  jaetition  and  call  on  the 
remonstrants  to  disprove  it. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  could  settle  the  point  by 
showing  the  results  in  New  York. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  they  were 
going  on  right,  and  the  questions  ought  to  be 
answered  so  that  they  can  understand  the  sub- 
ject. The  petitioners"  had  asked  for  leave  to  dig 
up  the  streets  and  lay  pipes,  and  say  they  can  sell 
gas  at  a  less  price  than  it  is  sold  at  now.  He  stat- 
ed last  week  that  they  should  put  in  their  whole 
case  and  the  Board  should  have  aU  the  facts  on 
the  subject.  The  true  way  is  for  them  to  answer 
the  questions,  that  the  Board  may  know  every 
point,  and  vote  understandingly.  The  petitioners 
should  first  present  their  case,  and  then  the  re- 
monstrants should  answer.  He  did  not  believe 
a  single  member  of  the  Board  capable  of  asking 
the  proper  questions  unless  aided  by  some  one  ac- 
quainted. He  wanted  the  petitioners  to  answer 
all  the  questions,  and  then  he  wanted  the  South 
Boston,  Roxbury  and  Boston  Gaslight  companies 
to  come  on  and  answer  in  the  same  way.  In  that 
way  the  Bof>rd  would  get  at  all  the  facts  and  know 
how  to  vote. 

Alderman  Power  thought  it  well  enough  to  get 
all  the  information  on  the  subject  they  can,  but 
when  a  responsible  party  comes  in  and  petitions 
for  a  certain  thing,  it  is  for  those  who  oppose  that 
petition  to  show  why  they  oppose  it.  These  peti- 
tioners have  told  us  what  they  want  and  what 
they  can  do,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  is  for 
any  one  who  opposes  it  to  show  that  it  cannot  be 
done. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked — How  can  they 
answer  questions  before  they  are  asked?  The  pe- 
titioners had  made  a  broad  assertion  that  a  cer- 
tain thing  can  be  done ;  they  must  prove  their 
ability  to  do  it,  and  he  did  not  see  how  the  Boston 
Gaslight  Company  can  answer  anything  until  it 
is  presented. 

Mr.  ColUiis  said  it  was  not  of  much  consequence 
to  know  how  many  acres  of  laiul  they  want.  The 
main  question  is  the  ability  of  this  company  to  do 


what  they  say  they  are  willing  to  do — supply  the 
people  of  Boston  with  the  article  they  desire  to 
manufacture.  In  answer  to  the  question  proposed 
he  had  documentary  evideiice  in  his  hands. 

The  Chairman  said  the  petitioners  must  produce 
this  evidence. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  wanted  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  petitioners  had 
said  they  meant  business.  He  understood  that 
the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  had  seven  millions 
of  dollars  invested  in  this  work.  He  wanted  to 
know  the  particulars.  If  this  petition  meant  busi- 
ness, they  must  state  squarely  what  they  intend  to 
do.  He  was  in  favor  of  cheap  gas,  and  wanted  it 
for  $2  if  he  could  get  it  at  that  price;  but  he  was 
not  willing  to  put  the  city  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  having  the  streets  opened  and  not  having 
any  return  for  it. 

Mr.  Collins  said  it  would  not  cost  the  city  any- 
thing. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  they  should  have  all  the 
evidence  the  gentleman,  holds ;  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion last  week  as  to  how  much  of  the  capital  of 
the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  had  been  paid  in, 
and  the  president  said  two  and  a  halt  millions  of 
dollars,  and  they  started  with  |75,000.  Now,  if 
they  have  paid  ten  per  cent,  dividend  and  put  it 
into  the  capital  stock  it  is  clear  that  they 
have  made  ihoney  in  two  ways  and  have  chargeil 
people  full  price  for  gas  while  there  has  been  put 
into  the  corporation  double  the  amount  of  their 
subscriptions. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  the  company  did  not  propose 
to  pipe  the  whole  city  at  first,  but  they  could  lay 
one  hundred  miles  aiid  increaie  as  the  business 
increased.  He  had  estimated  for  about  five  acres 
of  land  and  one  hunrlred  miles  of  pipe;  he  had 
allowed  a  million  dollars  for  the  pipe  and  meters 
and  one  million  for  the  hind  and  works.  He  had 
not  estimated  for  the  use  of  naphtha,  which  they 
use  in  New  York;  the  highest  price  of  coal  they 
use  there  is  $7.75  per  ton  ;  they  make  a  saving  both 
for  the  conii)any  and  consumers  by  using  naphtha ; 
they  have  from  5000  to  10,000  bairels  in  an  iron 
tank  on  the  wharf;  they  had  never  had  an  explo- 
sion at  the  gas  works  in  New  York;  it  had  been 
talked  abotit  that  they  would  use  naphtha  here, 
but  they  had  not  decided  to  do  it ;  if  he  could  have 
his  way  he  would  use  naphtha;  he  would  not  pro- 
pose to  take  this  stock  unless  he  was  going  to 
build  the  works ;  there  were  other  gas-stock  own- 
rs  in  the  compa  ny  with  him. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  asked  to  give  his  opinion  why 
he  thought  gas  could  be  made  from  coal  for  $1.50, 
and  he  said  it  was  based  on  his  previous  experi- 
ence in  New  York  in  1863  in  the  Metropolitan 
company,  with  the  price  of  coal  about  the  same 
as  now.  In  this  they  included  labor,  materials, 
and  all  expenses  except  interest  on  capital  stock; 
it  included  about  ten  per  cent,  estimate  for  loss ; 
for  ojae  year  in  New  York  he  knew  the  leakage  to 
be  just  41/2  per  cent.,  but  that  was  rather  low ;  of 
the  $1.50  he  allowed  fifteen  cents  for  leakage ;  he 
had  produced  10,500  feet  of  gas  for  a  ton  of  coal. 

Mr.  Collins  introduced  testimony  in  regard  to  the 
gas  sold  by  the  Mutual  company  of  New  York,  in 
the  form  of  letters  from  consumers,  including  the 
hotels,  theatres  and  churches,  which  showed  that 
that  of  the  Mutual  was  19.5  candle  power,  while 
the  other  is  only  17;  that  the  gas  is  superior  and 
the  bills  25  per  cent,  less,  wnile  the  nominal 
charge  is  the  same.  Mr.  Collins  said  they  propos- 
ed to  use  all  the  modern  appliances  for  making 
gas,  and  would  adopt  naphtha  or  any  system  that 
had  not  yet  been  discovered,  lif  good  gas 
could  be  made  cheaper.  What  Mr.  Kennedy  had 
done  in  New  York  he  is  capable  of  doing  here 
They  proposed  to  invest  a  million  dollars,  and  go 
as  far  as  thatwou^d  take  them;  then  go  to  the 
Legislature  and  get  their  capital  increased  to  two 
and  a  half  millions,  and  use  that  up,  and  also  to 
deposit  any  forfeiture  the  Board  should  retjuire. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  to  Mr.  Morse  that  he  had  made 
an  estimate  and  would  guarantee  to  make  10,000 
feet  of  gas  per  ton  from  coal  at  .f  7.50  per  ton.  In 
his  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  and  selling  a 
thousand  feet  of  gas  he  had  allowed  75  cents  for 
coal,  25  cents  for  labor,  20  cents  for  distribution, 
15  cents  for  leakage  (which  he  thought  was  high), 
18  cents  for  taxes,  20  cents  for  cannel  coal,  JO 
cents  for  incidentals  and  contingencies — making 
in  all  $1.73,  acd  allowing  from  20  to  23  cents  oil  for 
coke  and  tar.  He  did  not  allow  anything 
for  lime,  as  he  used  a  better  article  that 
costs  nothing — an  oxide  and  sulphate  of  iron, 
something  of  his  own  arrangement.  He 
did  not  estimate  that  the  purification  costs  any- 
thing.   Besides  this  it  has  the  merit  of  not  being 
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a  nuisance ;  when  the  tank  cover  is  lifted  you  caH 
e^t  your  dinner  by  the  purifier  and  not  liave  any 
smell.  Neither  did  he  allow  anything  for  interest 
on  the  capital  stock.  He  thought  there  was  mar- 
gin enough  for  repairs,  as  they  did  not  amount  to 
much.  He  would  stake  his  professional  reputa- 
tion that  he  would  carry  out  those  figures  and 
would  pay  down  his  money,  loo.  Tlie  making  of 
gas  has  nothing  to  do  with*  laying  the  pipes. 

To  Mr.  Putnam  Mr.  Kennedy  said  that  when 
they  had  a  fair  shaie  of  business  they  could  make 
gas  for  $1.50  a  thousand;  he  thouglit  this  would 
be  about  the  same  illuminating  power;  he  could 
do  it  for  less  for  the  company,  and  make  tLe  bills 
20  to  25  per  cent,  less,  by  using  naphtha.  TojMr. 
Collins  he  said  there  was  not  the  least  danger  in 
using  naphtha.  To  Mr.  Field  he  said  the  dense 
part  of  a  city  could  be  su!)plied  cheaper  than  the 
outskirts ;  he  would  not  go'  into  the  sparse  parts 
first ;  he  would  take  the  dense  parts  first  and  then 
the  sparse  ])arts ;  the  actual  cost  is  greater  in 
proportion  when  the  cost  of  laying  the  pipes  is 
greater ;  one  company  could  supply  gas  cheap&r 
than  two,  if  they  would. 

Mr.  CoUinj  read  the  names  at  the  heads  of  the 
petitions  presented  in  aid  of  the  company's  peti- 
tion at  the  State  House,  and  in  reply  to  a  re- 
mark by  Mr.  Morse  .-laid  it  had  now  turned  out 
that  somebody  had  stolen  the  original  petitions. 

The  petitioners  heie  rested  tlieir  case. 

Alderman  Power  presented  petitions  in  aid  of 
Citizens'  (Ta>light  Company's  petition,  headed  as 
follows:  From  Asa  B.  Potter,  P.  H.  Perkins, 
Keating,  Lane  &  Co.,  and  89  others;  George 
E.  Hale  and  37  others ;  (Tuild  &  Delano, 
Alexander  Stowell  &  Co.,  Shepard,  Narwell 
&  Co.,  and  9-t  others;  T.  C.  Wales,  Boston 
Belting  Company,  George  H.  Wardwell,  and  42 
others;  W.  G.  Train,  Edward  F.  Everett,  Lorenzo 
Burge,  and  62  others ;  John  Holman  &  Co.,  George 
W.  White  &  Co.,C.  D.  Cobb  &  Brothers,  ana  4S 
others ;  Cobb  Brothers  &  Co.,  E.  W.  ISToyes  &  Co., 
and  61  others;  B.F.Brown,  C.  F>.  Illsley,  and  75 
others;  Samuel  C.  Rice,  C.  H.  Waterman,  and  66 
others ;  J.  N.  Danforth,  Charles  J.  Lee,  and  33 
others;  William  Heckle  &  Co..  Dow,  Hunt  &  Co., 
Edward  Dewey,  and  64  others ;  Haley,  Morse  & 
Co.,  Dennett,  Bliss  &|Jones,  John  H.  Pray,  Sons  & 
Co.,  and  136  others ;  Tennev,  Aldrich  &  Co.,  J.  F. 
Dane,  Grinnell  &  Co.,  C.  &'  M.  Cox,  and  176  others ; 
J.  W.  Balch,  AUen,  Field  &  Lawrence,  S.  B.  Thax- 
ter  &  Son,  B.  F.  Stevens,  and  80  others;  Tucker 
Manufacturing  Company,  Morris  &  Ireland,  F.  A. 
Streeter,  and  48  others;  S.S.Pierce  &  Co.,  Well- 
ington Brothers  &  Co.,  Frost  Brothers  &  Co., 
Kevins  &  Co.,  and  73  others:  J.  F.  Bumstead  <& 
Co.,  Widdifield  &  Co.,  and  120  others;  Henry  C. 
Bird  &  Co.,  John  P.  Ordway,  N.  D.  Whitney,  and 
48  others;  Alviu  Adams,  Waldo  Adams,  Chipman 
Brothers,  and  39  others;  Shreve,  Crump  &  Low, 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.,  Philipps,  Shuman  &  Co.,  Ma- 
cullar,  Williams  &  Parker,  John  C.  Chaffln  &  Co., 
and  88  others ;  Micah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Gurney  &  Co.,  and 
98  others. 

Alderman  Power  said  those  petitions  had  all 
been  obtained  since  ten  o'clock  this  mornine:,  and 
the  signatures  had  been  honestly  obtained. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  petitions  in 
aid  of  the  petition  of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Com- 
pany, signed  by  Patrick  Donahoe,  Snow,  Rollins 
&  Co.,  Doe  &  Hunne well,  and  121  others;  J.  W. 
Watson,  H.  Chaplain,  John  Osborn,  Jr.,  &  Co., 
and  seventy-two  others;  Faulkner,  Page  &  Co., 
Heath,  Anderson  &  Co.,  D.  P.  Ives  &  Co.,  Hyer 
Brothers,  Frye,Phipps  &  Co,  and  sixty-six  others; 
Cutter,  Tower  &  Co.,  Champney  Brothers  &  Co., 
and  eleven  others ;  Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  N.  G. 
Wood  &  Son,  William  Frothingham,  Cook  &  Al- 
drich, and  128  others. 

Mr.  Morse  called  attention  to  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Carpenter  at  the  last  meeting  that  he  would 
pi oduce  a  subscription  paper  of  the  capital.  Mr. 
Morse  would  submit  the  (luestion  whether  there 
are  any  bona  fide  subscribers  to  the  amount 
of  a  million  dollars,  aud  he  inquired  whether  that 
document  would  be  presented. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  list  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Carv)enter,  and  can  be  seen  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
twelve  Alderman,  but  it  was  not  proper  to  show  it 
to  the  other  corporations  who  a'e  the  enemies  of 
the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Morse  did  not  care  to  see  it  himself,  and 
submitted  that  the  proper  time  to  show  it  to  the 
Board  is  now. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  the  paper  be 
given  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  in  conhdence, 
to  be  shown  to  the  Mayor  and  Board,  in  order  to 


save  time.  The  Board  needed  all  the  facts  and 
would  not  decide  it  hastily. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  would  deposit  the  paper  with 
the  Chairman  on  those  conditions. 

Mr.  Morse  submitted  that  it  was  not  right  to 
submit  a  paper  to  the  Board  that  they  shall  noi, 
speak  of.  It  was  an  unusual  thing  for  a  paper  to 
be  shown  to  a  public  body  to  be  kepc  secret. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  had  confidence  in  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Nash  appeared  as  a  remon- 
strant. He  said  he  was  sure  there  was  great  dis- 
affection 111  this  city  with  the  supply  of  gas,  and 
he  could  get  any  number  of  petitioners  tor  a 
change.  'The  questions  involved  are  those  of 
political  economy  and  sanitary  consideration. 
With  two  gas  or  water  companies,  the  streets 
would  be  torn  uj)  two-thirds  of  the  time.  He  W3*> 
the  first  in  this  country  to  agitate  the  question  of 
gas  legislation,  and  now  it  has  become  a  national 
question.  Well-lighted  streets  form  the  best 
police  a  city  can  have,  and  when  the  city  .supplies 
the  gas,  the  lights  can  be  multiplied  and  the 
streets  guarded  more  eflfectually  than  now.  The 
waters  in  the  harbor  are  poisoned  by  the  washings 
of  the  gas  companies  in  this  vicinity ;  persons  had 
been  killed  by  bathing  in  the  water.  The 
laying  of  gas  pipes  is  a  nuisance.  Gas  is 
so  poisonous  that  there  is  not  an  hour 
but  there  is  a  lawsuit  pending  in  London 
on  account  of  the  noisoning  of  the  water.  Mr. 
Nash  noticed,  as  objections  to  granting  the  peti- 
tion, that  two  companies  would  have  to  be  sup- 
ported instead  of  one;  that  one  could  do  the  work 
cheaper  and  better  than  two,  if  made  to  do  so. 
Mr.  Nash  said  gas  comi)anies  were  greatly  abused, 
and  often  justly,  too,  because  they  accepted  no 
improvements  that  would  militate  against  their 
private  interests.  He  then  read  an  extract  from 
John  Stuart  Mill  bearing  on  this  topic,  contend- 
ing that  the  gas  should  be  dispensed  by  the  city,  as 
water  is.  It  would  be  a  like  disadvantage  to  have 
a  new  gas  company  as  it  would  to  have  a  new 
water  company.  Mr.  Nash  proceeded  to  state  the 
cost  of  making  gas  from  petroleum  oil  at  his 
firm's  works  in  Cambridge,  where  they  had  pre- 
viously paid  about  f  6000  a  year  to  the  company, 
and  gave  the  amount  used  at  different  periods. 
This  month  they  will  have  consumed  about  55,000 
feet  of  gas  against  over  156,000  last  year.  So  that 
a  vast  amount  is  saved,  aad  he  ventured  to  assert 
that  the  cost  would  be  much  less  in  proportion. 
If  Boston  would  furnish  her  citizens  with  gas  at  a 
minimum  cost,  no  man  would  be  able  to  afford  to 
buy  a  stick  of  wood  or  a  ton  of  coal  for  cooking. 
He  hoped  and  trusted  that  the  city  of  Boston 
would  take  this  matter  into  its  own  hands,  and  he 
would  guarantee  that  the  cost  of  a  park  would  be 
saved  every  year.  He  knew  the  new  company,  if 
they  get  into  Boston,  can  make  money  fast;  he 
knew  that  a  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
spent  to  get  this  thing  through  the  'Senate  last 
winter.  The  money  spent  on  these  gas  works 
would  be  returned  to  the  city  evei'y  five  years. 

Mr.  Morse  said  Mr.  Nash  had  presented  his  own 
opinions,  not  as  a  friend  to  any  company  but  in 
favor  of  one  part  of  the  remonstrants'  case.  There 
are  three  questions  which  the  Board  must  consid- 
er: first,  whether  the  petitioneis  have  the  pecuni- 
ary ability  to  carry  out  their  plans ;  that  there  are 
absolute,  exact  and  unqualified  sut>scriptions,!and 
of  this  the  Board  must  be  satisfied  before  grant- 
ing the  netitiou;  second,  whether  or  not  it  has 
been  or  can  be  ilemonstrated  that  gas  can  be  fur- 
nished better  than  is  at  present  furnished  by  the 
Boston  Gaslight  Company ;  the  estimates  of  Mr. 
Kennedy  are  not  to  be  relied  on  ;  and  the  cost  of 
gas,  it  will  be  sliown,  has  been  mucli  lt»ss  than, 
under  many  cases,  it  should  be.  Mr  Morse  read 
from  a  pamphlet  published  in  Washington  the  cost 
of  gas  in  the  principal  cities  in  the  country.  The 
highest  price  is  in  North  Carolina,  ^ilO,  and  the 
lowest  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  $1.60;  the  average  in  the 
United  States  is  S4.32i/2 ;  the  price  in  Boston  is 
$2.50;  in  Philadelphia,  wheie  the  works  are  owned 
by  the  city  and  coal  is  cheap,  §2.30;  in  New  York, 
where  there  are  several  competing  couipanies, 
$2.75;  in  Washington,  J3;  in  Baltimore,  where  the 
price  of  coal  is  much  less  than  in  Boston,  .$2.75; 
in  Chicago,  $3;  in  St.  Louis,  $3.09.  So  that  if  you 
take  the  price  of  gas  in  all  the  large  cities  of  'the 
country,  including  Philadelphia,  which  has 
greater  facilities  than  any  other,  you  will 
see  that  the  price  in  Boston  is  lower  than  in  any 
except  Philadelphia,  while  it  is  a  fact  that  with 
one  exception  (when  they  paid  eleven  per  cent.) 
the  IJoston  company  has  never  paid  more  than  a 
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ten  per  cent,  dividend.  He  proposed  to  show  by 
the  testimony  that  the  gas  furnished  here  is  su- 
perior to  that  furnished  in  other  cities.  The 
third  question  is,  even  if  the  petitioners  show 
their  ability  to  do  this  work,  and  even  if  there  is 
cause  for  complaint  against  the  present  system, 
is  the  remedy  proposed  the  proper  one  to  oe  ap- 
plied? If  the  cost  of  delivering  the  gas  is  in- 
creased, the  cost  to  the  consumer  is  greater.  It  is 
a  fallacy  that  the  consumer  is  always  benefited  by 
competition.  Mr.  Morse  instanced  the  cases  of  horse 
railroads  and  newspapers,  before  alluded  to,  as 
illustrative  of  the  advantages  of  competition,  but 
thought  the  cases  were  not  parallel.  If  the  new 
company  began  they  would  haiie  to  come  to  some 
arrangement  with  the  old  company  in  regard  to 
sections,  and  the  price,  so  that  on  the  broad  ques- 
tion of  policy  it  is  not  good  policy  to  lay  down  ad- 
ditional pipes  when  there  are  sufficient  accommo- 
dations for  furnishing  it.  The  injury  to  the 
paving  of  the  streets  would  be  positive;  every 
citizen  is  incommoded.  Today  there  is  only  one 
organization  who  can  be  complained  of  in  case 
of  leakage,  while  with  two  companies  the 
details  and  confusion  are  obviously  numerous. 
The  different  kind  of  piptJs  should  be  at  a  certain, 
level ;  the  new  company  must  go  below  ths  present 
level ;  think  of  the  itanger  of  weakening  the  water 
pipes  and  sewer  pipes.  If  there  is  trouble  now, 
the  remedy  proposed  is  not  the  correct  one.  It  is 
true  that  the  companies  have  a  selfish  interest  in 
appearing  here,  but  it  must  be  said  that  the  re- 
sult of  all  investigations  has  been  that  they  have 
not  been  changed,  and  that  the  city  is  served 
fairly  and  honestly,  all  things  considered. 

Mr.  Morse  called  John  C.  Pratt,  president  of 
the  Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Company,  organized 
about  twenty  years,  which  manufactures  about 
75.000  feet  a  day.  They  find  that  the  gas  costs  a 
lii.tle  over  $2  a  thousand  feet,  which  is  the  amount 
paid  by  the  oity  for  lamps ;  their  gas  is  16  to  18  can- 
dle power.  They  charge  $4  per  thousand  feet,  and 
they  had  made  four  per  cent,  dividends  every  six 
months,  and  had  no  surplus ;  did  not  believe  gas 
could  be  made  at  $1.50  a  thousand,  at  the  rate  of  a 
million  feet  a  day.  When  at  the  Fifth-avenue  Ho- 
tel in  New  York  a  few  months  ago,  they  had  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  with  the  light,  and  he  had 
een  told  by  one  of  the  proprietors  that  the  reason 
was  they  had  ]ust  put  in  the  new  company's 
gas.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said  he  merely 
gave  his  opinion  as  president  of  the  com- 
pany that  gas  could  not  be  made  at  $1.50;  but  had 
no  doubt  it  could  be  made  cheaper  than  |f 3  if 
more  were  made ;  if  the  Citizens' Gas  Company 
•wanted  to  go  to  Jamaica  Plain,  he  would  hold  up 
teoth  hands  and  try  and  sell  them  their  stock.  He 
made  about  9000  feet  of  gas  per  ton  of  coal.  To 
Mr.  Putnam  he  said  they  used  the  best  Maryland 
eoal,  and  the  cost  of  it  delivered  was  about  $10  a 
ton.  To  Mr.  Morse  he  said  the  freight  is  about 
$2.50  or  $3.00  a  ton  from  Baltimore.  To  Mr.  Col- 
lins he  said  that  the  bulk  of  the  coal  from  Balti- 
more came  from  mines  in  Maryland.  If  gas  could 
be  furnished  cheaper  the  new  company  should  be 
welcomed,  but  unless  that  is  shown  it  ought  not 
to  be  thought  of  for  a  moment.  He  objected  as  a 
citizen  to  granting  the  petition.  To  Alderman 
Worthington  he  said  he  could  furnish  all  the  de- 
rails of  the  cost  of  making  gas.  To  Alderman 
Power  he  said  his  company  aveiaged  thirty-eight 
consumers  to  a  mile.  To  Mr.  Field — In  calculat- 
ing the  cost  he  did  not  include  interest  on  works. 

Mr.  George  E.  Neal,  treasurer,  engineer  and 
manager  of  the  Charlestown  Gas  Company,  said 
their  capital  was  $500,000,  and  the  number  of  con- 
sumers is  from  4000  to  5000.  It  costs  -'a  good  deal 
if  not  more"  to  make  gas ;  in  some  places  more 
than  others  ;  they  charge  $3  to  ordinary  consum- 
ers, and  $2.50  to  the  city,  with  a  discount  of  five 
percent,  to  Ivrge  customers;  they  had  paid  ten 
per  cent,  dividend  since  1865;  their  policy  is  to 
earn  ten  per  cent.,  keep  the  works  in  perfect  re- 
pair and  reduce  the  price;  many  of  their  con- 
sumers burn  kerosene  oil  in  connection  with 
gas ;  he  had  visited  the  Mutual  works  sev- 
eral times ;  a  gentleman  had  offered  to  adapt 
their  works  to  the  new  plan  of  mak- 
ing gas  from  petroleum  or  naphtha. 
In  his  judgment  gas  could  not  be  made  of  coal  at 
the  price  named  by  Mr.  Kennedy  of  as  rich  quali- 
ty as  that  made  by  the  Boston  Gas  Company, 
which,  by  actual  test,  is  the  richest  made  in  New 
England.  In  Charlestown  they  have  made  five 
feet  to  the  pound  for  American  coal,  but  it  tends 
to  reduce  the  quality  of  the  gas;  the  fault  with 
the  Boston  company's  gas  is  that  it  is  too  rich  and 
smokes  the  burner.    He  made  up  the  cost  last  year 


of  making  gas,  and  it  was  one  dollar  and  a  part  of 
a  mill  for  coal  for  every  thousand  feet  of  gas. 
The  coke  they  sell  at  $4  a  chaldron,  delivered ; 
They  paid  for  taxes  alone  nearly  fifteen  cents  on 
every  thousand  feet  of  gas  sold.  He  thought  the 
gas  companies  were  more  afraid  of  letting  each 
other  know  the  cost  more  than  they  were  the  pub- 
lic. He  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  he  \vrote 
some  time  since  of  the  trouble,  expense  and 
annoyance  of  having  the  pipes  injured  by  even 
those  of  a  friendly  water  company.  It  would  be 
imj)olitic  and  unwise  to  have  an  opposition 
company;  that  idea  relates  to  the  city  proper, 
though  if  they  came  to  Charlestown  he  would 
meet  them  half  way  in  a  manner  he  had  thought 
of.  To  Mr.  Putnam  he  said  the  number  of  con- 
sumers had  not  increased  largely  of  late,  except 
w^here  there  is  a  great  deal  of  building  going  on  in 
Somerville.  To  islr.  Collins  Mr.  Neal  said  his  com- 
pany was  taxed  at  $506,000,  and  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  was  worth  not  much  more 
than  that.  They  have  twenty  miles  of  pipe 
in  Charlestown  and  ten  miles  in  Somerville, 
and  made  sixty  million  feet  of  gas  last  year,  selling 
about  sixty  million.  They  do  not  use  any  high- 
priced  coal  at  all,  paying  for  American  coal  $6.25 
in  Philadelphia ,  the  freight  averaging  less  than 
$2  or  about  $3  a  ton.  A  ton  of  coal  will  produce 
about  10,000  feet  of  gas,  and  he  could  not  make 
that  gas  for  $2  a  thousand;  give  him  his  choice 
of  the  streets  in  Boston  proper,  guarantee  him  a 
million  feet  sold  per  day,  and  he  could  not  make 
it  and  sell  it  for  $2  a  thousand  feet.  He  believed 
he  could  build  works  and  lay  pipes  in  the  city 
proper,  and  supply  a  million  ifeet  of  gas  for  two 
millions  of  dollars,  if  they  took  the  principal 
streets  of  Boston.  A  ton  of  coal  will  not  produce 
quite  fifty  bushels  of  coke ;  they  produce  consider- 
ably more  than  a  chaldron  of  coke  for  each 
ton  of  coal;  he  knew  that  Mr.  Fitch,  a  ho  sent  the 
inquiries  from  Memphis,  was  now  president  of  the 
rival  company  in  Detroit;  he  was  present  at  a 
meeting  of  the  American  Gaslight  Association ; 
he  denied  that  where  one  struck  the  others 
helped;  he  had  used  clay  retorts  for  many  years ; 
a  ton  of  coal  averages  4.78  feet  gas  to  the  pound, 
and  the  cost  of  coal  is  just  a  dollar  per  thousand 
feet.  Adding  17  cents  for  coal,  for  labor 
16  cents,  taxes  18  cents,  leakage  j8  cents,  for 
general  repairs  10,  15  or  20  cents,  the  cost  of 
a  thousand  feet  sold  is  not  far  from  $2.50, 
including  six  per  cent,  on  capital.  To  Alderman 
Power  he  said  they  could  rot  make  much  more 
than  now,  but  the  pipes  should  be  enlarged ;  in 
many  places  they  simply  run  the  mains  to  accom- 
modate the  city.  To  Mr.  Putnam  he  said  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  most  gas  engineers  that  fifteen 
or  sixteen  candle  gas  is  more  acceptable  to  con- 
sumers than  gas  of  a  higher  power ;  many  of  the 
burners  are  not  adapted  to  the  gas  burned  here; 
his  company  could  not  afford  to  make  as  rich  gas 
this  year  as  the  Boston  company  does,  and  he  did 
not  believe  they  could  either.  To  Mr.  CoUins  he 
said  the  lighter  the  gas  the  more  it  will  register;  a 
cubic  foot  of  rich  gas  will  give  more  light  than 
one  of  poor  gas ;  but  the  poorer  gas  will  not  go 
through  the  meter  faster  than  the  rich  gas ;  but 
the  meters  will  register  the  same ;  it  is  by  saving 
the  gas  that  the  saving  is  made  and  not  on  ac- 
count of  the  quality  of  the  gas. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters ,  f 'irther^consider- 
ation  of  the  subject  was  ])ostponed  to  two  weeks 
from  today  at  4%  o'clock  P.  M. 

LICENSING  OF  PLUMBERS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
51/2  P.  M.,  being  the  order  tor  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  authority  to  licei  se  plumbers,  and  to 
make  general  regulations  relating  to  water  fix- 
tures. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  oider  on  the  table,  by  Al- 
derman Cutter,  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

HEALTH  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  tor  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  tne  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports as  follows: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  request  of  Board  of 
Health,  for  leave  to  .transfer  $1200  of  appropria- 
tion for  Quarantine  Jto  that  for  repairs  on  steam- 
er Samuel  Little.  Accepted,  and  the  following 
order  passed : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  allowed 
to  expend  from  the  appropriation  for  Quarantine 
the  sura  of  $1200,  for  repairs  on  steamer  Samuel 
Little. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions   on    the    following   petitions     for     leave 
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Thornton  place,  Ward  15,  providetl  the  stable 
drf<in  be  connected  with  a  common  sewer  and  a 
brick  or  stone  manure  i)it  with  cemented  bottom 
with  thorough  ventilation  throughout  thestal)le; 
Crane  &  Johnson,  Head  place,  on  condition  that  a 
new  brick  oi'  stone  cemented  manure  pit  be  con- 
structed with  cemented  bottom;  Nathaniel  G. 
SimoTuIs,  adjoining  190  Chelsea  street,  provided 
the  stable  in  rear  be  discontinued  and  all  horses 
to  be  kept  in  stable  on  lot  No.  28  and  fronting  on 
Chelsea  stieet;  John  (i.  Day,  School  street,  near 
Arcadia  street.  Ward  II);  Thomas  Liverbridge, 
River  street;  J.EUcry  Fiper,  47G  and  478  Atlantic 
avenue;  Lancaster  &  Uiihain,  285  Medford  street, 
Ward  21;  Margaret  Caddick,30'J-311  lirewer  street; 
Joseph  F.  Barry,  Spring  park,  "Ward  17;  J.  I. 
Bowditch,  Pond  street. 

Report  recoaimeniling  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Fabius  Rose,  for  Isave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  Glenwood  street,  No. 
10,  Ward  14. 

Severally  accepted. 

ORX)KB  OF  NOTICE  ON   PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Samuel  N.  Wes- 
ton for  license  to  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  on 
Border  street.  East  Boston,  and  an  order  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Dec.  7, 
at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

CHARLES  BIVEK  WATER   SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms,  the  order  for 
Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  lor  authority  to 
take  waters  of  Charles  River  for  supply  to  this 
city,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter — Do  1  understand  that  this  or- 
der comes  from  the  Committee  on  Water? 

Alderman  Stebbius — I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— Then  1  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Aklennan  Stebbins — I  suj^pose  that,  to  make  the 
order  of  any  value,  it  should  be  passed  tonight. 
The  law  requires  that  the  petition  shall  be  pub- 
lished at  least  foiir  weeks  before  the  assembling 
of  the  Legislature,  and  I  am  informed  that  it  must 
be  advertisetl  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  to  come 
within  the  rules.  The  order  did  not  come  from 
the  Committee  on  Water,  but  it  was  presented  ia 
the  other  branch  by  a  member  in  consequence  of 
the  preliminary  report  to  the  City  Council  from 
the  commission  of  physicians  to  consider  the  pu- 
rity of  the  various  water  supplies. 

Alderman  I'eters— I  shall  vote  for  this  order  on 
the  ground  that  there  is  so  much  water  needed, 
and  if  we  cannot  get  one  supply  we  must  have 
another.  But  I  should  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  if  he  is 
continued  in  that  position  another  year,  if  he 
should  endeavor  to  do  his  duty  and  get  all  of 
these  petitions  for  water  granted. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
chairman  to  get  through  all  acts  that  the  city  of 
Boston  petitions  for,  and  secure,  if  possible,  all  the 
interests  of  the  city.  At  least  I  am  free  to  say 
that  if  we  cannot  take  the  Sudbury  River  I  am  in 
favor  of  taking  the  Charles.  In  1871,  during  a 
great  drought  similar  to  that  of  the  present  time, 
the  City  Engineer  was  directed  to  examine  all  the 
available  water  sources  within  fifty  miles  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  with  the  view  of  determining  the 
best  point  from  which  to  secure  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  best  and  purest  water.  He  made  a  very 
careful  examination  of  seventeen  different  sources 
and  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  either  the 
Sudbury  or  the  Charles  was  the  best  source 
for  the"  city  to  look  to  for  an  additional  wfiter 
supply,  ami  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  take  one  or  the  other 
of  these  two  sovirces.  The  Legislature  declined  to 
grant  the  city  of  Boston  the  right  to  take  Charles 
River,  in  consequence  of  the  great  opposition 
made  by  the  various  towns  upon  the  line  of  that 
river.  But  they  did  grant  the  city  of  Boston  the 
right  to  take  the  Sudbury  River,  and  under  that 
act  a  temporary  connection  was  made  with  Lake 
Cochituate  and  the  water  famine  was  relieved. 
Appropriations  were  made  from  time  to  time 
to  the  amount  of  $600,000  for  taking  water 
from  this  source,  and  the  most  difficult  part 
of  the  work  was  put  under  contract  in 
1872.  After  the  surveys  for  the  tunnel  were 
completed,  authority  was  asked  of  the  City 
Coi..ncil  to  go  on  and  complete  the  work  as  laid 
out  by  the  Engineer,  but  from  that  time  the  mat- 
ter has  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  still  remains  in  that  branch.  Various 
schemes  have  been  investigated  in  the  meantime, 
ui  the  hope  of  supplying  the  city  at   a  less   cost. 


Charles  River  is  urged  on  the  ground  that  a  larger 
supply  will  be  secnred  at  a  less  cost,  but  I  appre- 
hend that  when  the  city  goes  to  the  Legislature 
for  Charles  River  it  will  meet  with  great  opposi- 
tion from  tiie  towns  of  Dover,  Needham,  Deilham, 
Watertown  and  "thers.  The  estimate  made  at  that 
time  by  the  City  Engireer  for  building  the 
v,onduit  included,  among  other  thines,  bricks  at 
$16  a  thousand ;  today  they  can  be  delivered  at 
$11  a  thousand,  delivered  on  the  line  of  the  con- 
duit, ana  labor  and  other  materials  used  in  con- 
structing the  works  can  be  had  at  a  similar  deduc- 
tion in  cost,  so  that  the  cost,  if  that  scheme 
shall  be  carried  out,  will  be  much  less  than  was 
first  estimated  for.  There  is  hardly  any  necessity 
for  saying  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of  increas- 
ing the  water  supply,  because  we  all  know  that 
we  are  sufl'ering  today  from  an  inadequate  supply. 
I  wish  to  c.dl  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  in- 
creased receipts  of  the  Water  Department,  which 
I  think  will  convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  ijro- 
viding  a  large  additional  supply.  In  1854  the  re- 
ceipts were  f  217,000;  ten  years  later,  in  1864,  they 
were  $394,000;  in  1874  the  receipts  will  be  more 
than  a  million  dollars,  having  more  than  doubled 
in  every  ten  years  since  the  first  construction  of 
the  works.  Of  course  we  cannot  expect  to  keep 
up  these  receipts  without  providing  an  additional 
supply  so  as  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
city. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
says  that  in  1871  they  examined  several  sources. 
Did  they  examine  the  Shawsheen  then,  and  was  it 
considered  at  that  time? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  at  that  time,  and  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  gone  over  then  or  not.  I  think  the 
gentleman  will  find  the  information  he  desires  in 
City  Document  No.  29  of  1873. 

Alderman  Cutter— Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  favor  the  passage  of  this  order? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  favor  the  passage  of  any 
order  that  will  give  us  an  adequate  supply  of 
water.  If  the  City  Council  do  not  intend  to  go 
forward  and  take  Sudbuiy  River,  I  will  favor  the 
taking  of  any  river,  pond  or  stream  that  will 
supply  the  city  with  sufficieiit  pure  water,  so  that 
we  shall  not  have  to  turn  peofjle  away  daily  from 
the  water  office  when  tlie;.'  amily  forwater.  We 
cannot  supply  water  for  maiiuKictures  if  we  do  not 
have  an  additional  supply.  I  favored  the  Sud- 
bury River  scheme,  and  have  seen  nothing  to 
change  my  mind  from  the  opinion  that  ir  is  one  of 
the  best  sources  of  supply  for  Boston.  I  am  firmly 
of  the  opinion  that  the  city  will  ul  timately  take 
theSudbury  River,  whatever  scheme  may  be  in- 
vestigated or  urged  for  adoption. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  beg  to  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8,  I  shall  favor  no  water  but 
the  best  and  the  largest  quantity,  and  that  we 
shall  get  from  Sudbury  River.  It  is  known  that 
Charles  River  is  discolored  by  the  washings 
from  the  mills,  and  that  reservoirs  cannot 
be  made  on  that  river  without  destroying  the  v'il- 
lage  of  Dedham.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
knows  the  imnracticability  of  storing  water  in 
that  locality.  The  grade  is  so  low  and  the 
land  so  level  that  the  water  will  flow  over  a  large 
number  of  acres,  and  the  vegetable  matter  will 
affect  the  taste  of  the  water;  besides,  it  wiU 
apstroy  the  village  of  Dedham.  AVhile  I  am 
willing  and  want  to  give  the  city  of  Boston  all  the 
water  it  needs,  I  am  not  willing  to  stand  up  here 
and  carry  out  what  I  believe  to  be  wrong.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  the  way  to  meet  this  question,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  see  the  chairman  of  the  Water  Com- 
mittee taking  the  stand  he  does.  Let  us  take  the 
best  water  we  can  get.  We  can  get  Sudbury  River 
in  twenty-four  hours  if  we  only  say  so.  We  have 
already  spent  money  for  it.  i  am  familiar  with 
the  water  question,  and  so  is  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8,  and  I  hope  he  will  stand  up  and  vote 
right.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  17  says  he  will 
vote  for  anything ;  if  he  was  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject he  would  not  say  so. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  must  remem- 
ber that  the  report  from  a  committee  is  not 
always  a  proper  report,  and  is  not  always 
accepted  by  this  Board.  When  I  said  I  should 
vote  for  this  I  meant  I  should  favor  it  if  we 
ceuld  not  get  the  other.  I  believe  that  the  passage 
of  this  order  will  not  do  any  more  to  get  the  waters 
of  Charles  River;  but  something  must  be  done. 
If  the  City  Council  does  not  favor  taking  Sudbury 
River,  then  I  shall  vote  for  the  Charles.  But  I 
should  prefer  to  take  the  Sudbury. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Ward   6   talk  of   the  water  of 
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Charles  River  as  lie  does,  when  we  have  the  re- 
port of  the  physicians  that  it  is  suitable  water  to 
take.  We  know  that  water  can  be  purified,  and 
that  the  town  of  Waltham  is  now  taking  water 
from  Charles  River  and  purifying  it  for  use.  Is  it 
to  be  supposed  that  they  are  drinking  impure, 
yellow  water  ?  I  think  that  the  testimony  of  the 
physicians  is  that  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  is 
more  yellow  and  impure  than  the  Charles ;  and  I 
think  they  reported  in  favor  of  the  Charles 
as  giving  a  very  much  larger  supply.  I 
believe  it  is  the  testimony  ot  experts  that 
the  supply  from  Sudbury  River  will  not  last 
longer  than  1880,  while  that  from  the  Charles  will 
do  for  sixty  years.  I  think  we  should  send  this 
petition  to  the  Legislature.  If  we  find  that  there 
are  objections  to  it,  it  need  not  be  pushed.  Let  us 
have  the  privilege  of  choosing  between  two  sources 
of  supply.  The  more  we  can  get  from  the  Legis- 
lature, the  better  we  will  be  able  to  make  a  good 
choice.  "We  certainly  need  this  water,  aad  must 
have  it.  If  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, after  reading  the  report  of  the  physicians 
that  Charles  River  is  the  best  and  purest,  I  say  let 
us  have  it. 

Alderman  Peters — I  do  not  understand  that  the 
physicians  reported  that  the  Charles  River  water 
IS  any  purer  than  the  Sudbury.  As  I  read  it,  they 
base  their  report  upon  the  populations  of  the  val- 
leys of  the  two  rivers,  and  the  liability  of  the  rivers 
to  pollution;  and  I  think  there  should  be  another 
commission  to  investigate  that  quession.  This 
commission  went  beyond  what  they  were  appoint- 
ed to  do.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
to  say  that  the  water  of  Charles  River  is  discolored 
by  the  washings  from  the  mills.  This  yellow  color 
will  entirely  disappear  when  the  water  is  submit- 
ted to  aeration. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  color  of  Charles 
River  was  certainly  very  good  when  we  went  there 
last  summer.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  physicians 
that  they  went  farther  than  we  wanted  them. 
They  went  far  enough  to  give  us  an  authentic  re- 
port, and  that  is  what  we  want. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  objection  I  have  to  the 
Charles  River  is,  that  it  hardly  moves,  there  is 
scarcely  a  ripple  perceptible  on  the  surface.  Take 
a  river  with  not  enough  current  to  cause  a  ripple, 
and  impurities  congregate  in  the  bed.  You  see 
no  grass  growing  at  the  bottom  of  Sudbury  River 
because  the  current  runs  fast  enough  to  destroy 
the  grass.  When  you  dam  up  Charles  River,  you 
flood  all  that  district.  The  difficulty  is  that 
the  water  question  is  one  that  gentlemen  talk 
about  it  without  knowing  anything  of  it.  What 
does  the  doctors  report  amount  to  ?  The  chemists ' 
report  is  the  one  to  study  to  learn  the  different 
qualities  of  the  waters.  I  say  we  should  get  the 
best  water  we  can,  and  get  water  where  we  shall 
not  have  to  pump  it.  If  we  take  Charles  River 
we  have  got  to  pump  it,  and  gentlemen  know  the 
expense  of  pumping.  We  can  take  water  from 
Sudbury  River  without  pumping,  and  have  a  pitch 
nine  feet  greater  than  that  of  the  present  conduit. 
That  is  the  best  scheme  for  the  citizens  of  Boston 
to  adopt  because  it  is  the  best. 

Alderman  Hall — It  seems  to  me  that  the  water 
question  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time  with- 
out accomijlishing  a  great  deal  of  good.  In  1872 
the  city  went  to  the  Legislature  and  got  an  act 
passed,  and  then  the  City  Council  attempted  to  es- 
tablish on  independent  conduit  to  Farm  Pond,  be- 
cause that  pond  had  an  elevation  of  eight  feet 
and  a  tew  inches  (not  nine  feet),  and  the 
Water  Board  attempted  to  run  the  city  in  debt 
about  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  carry  that  scheme 
through.  Now  the  act  distinctly  says  that 
the  city  shall  not  take  the  waters  ot 
Sudbury  River  when  the  water  is  running 
over  the  dam  at  Lake  Cochituate.  Here 
is  the  act  word  for  word.  [The  Alderman  read 
the  act.]  The  intent  of  this  act  is  that  we  shall 
not  take  the  Sudbury  River  water  if  the  water  is 
running  over  the  dam  at  Lake  Cochituate.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  do  need  the  water  of  Sudbury 
River  by  an  independent  conduit,  but  we  should 
go  to  the  Legislature  and  get  authority  to  take  the 
water  of  Charles  River,  which  can  be  procured 
within  a  few  miles  of  our  reservoir,  ana  which  the 
chemists  have  agreed  is  pure.  We  should  com- 
plete the  tunnel,  get  a  temporary  supply  by  an  in- 
dependent conduit,  f.nd  then  we  shall  have  two 
sources  of  supply,  with  water  enough  to  supply 
the  city  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, and  keep  up  with  the  progress  of  the  times. 
Therefore  I  hope  this  order  will  pass  the  Board  to- 
night. 

Alderman   Cutter— The    gentleman    seems     to 


think  that  the  Water  Board  are  desirous  of  mak- 
ing us  do  this  thing.  The  Water  Board  do  what 
this  Board  and  the  Common  Council  direct  them 
to  do.  We  gave  them  .|500,000  to  spend,  and  they 
are  spending  it  for  that  purpose.  The  gentleman 
says  it  will  cost  ten  millions ;  the  highest  estimate 
I  have  seen  is  seven  millions.  The  damages  that 
would  occur  to  the  town  of  Dedham,  and  the 
amount  of  land  we  would  cover  by  taking  Charles 
River,  would,  in  my  judgment,  amount  to  more 
than  the  cost  of  taking  Sudbury  River.  The  gen- 
tleman does  not  give  us  any  figures;  he  does  not 
know  that  we  will  save  a  cent  by  taking 
Charles  River;  he  does  not  know  the  expense  of 
pumping  water.  We  have  got  to  pump  water  at 
Lake  Cochituate  now,  and  this  city  is  liable  to  b"^ 
short  of  water  within  two  months.  And  5'et  this 
water  question  has  been  dragging  along,  and  no 
attention  has  been  paid  to  it.  When  this  city 
gets  out  of  water  somebody  has  got  to  take  the 
responsibility  for  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence — yeas  10,  nays  2. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington— 10. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  2. 

PROPOSITION  TO  TAKE   SUDBURY    RIVER   FOR  THE 
PRESENT. 

Alderman  Hall  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read  by  the  Chairman: 

Boston,  Nov.  16,  1874. 

Dear  Sir— Referring  to  a  conversation  had  be- 
tween us  on  the  subject  of  this  rote.  I  have  the 
honor  to  say  that  the  Wamesit  Power  Com- 
pany of  Lowell,  being  the  owner  of  water  power 
on  Concord  River,  which  is  formed  by  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Sudoiiry  River,  and  owning  the  sur- 
plus water  after  certain  mill  rights  are  carried 
out  of  it,  brought  a  suit  against  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Boston  for 
the  taking  of  the  water  of  the  Sudbury  River  in 
July,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  right  of 
the  city  to  take  the  same,  and  also  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  question  whether  the  eitv  had 
in  due  form  taken  the  water  of  the  Sudl)ury  River 
so  as  to  be  liable  to  the  mill  owners  who  were  de- 
prived thereof  for  damages  for  so  doing.  That 
suit  is  still  pending  for  trial. 

Meanwhile,  I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  great 
dearth  of  water  in  Lake  Cochituate  for  the  use  of 
the  city  of  Boston;  that  the  city  are  drawing  from 
the  lake  only  about  thirteen  millions  of  gallons 
per  day,  while  they  are  expending  some  eighteen 
millions.  This  information  may  or  may  uot  be 
accurate,  but,  whether  or  not,  it  is  accu.'ate,  I 
suppose,  in  a  degree.  The  dearth  of  water  in  the 
present  drought  might  prove  a  very  great  calami- 
ty to  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  Sudbury  River  is  the  only  one  bv  which  an 
immediate  relief  from  the  present  exigency  can 
be  aflorded,  or  bv  means  of  which  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate can  be  filled  up  during  the  winter  so  as  to  fur- 
nish a  full  supjjly. 

Under  the  present  condition  of  things  the 
Wamesit  Power  Company,  being  in  some  degree  in 
a  representative  position  as  to  the  rights  of  the 
mill  owners  because  of  their  suit,  and  the  princi- 
pal mill  owners  on  the  Concord  River  who  would 
be  iniured  by  the  diversion  of  the  Sudburv  River, 
notably  M.  Simpson,  Esq.,  who  is  the  first  to  use  the 
water;  and  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  for 
Messrs.  Talbot  at  Billerica,  who  would  be  the  most 
injured  by  a  diversion  of  wa'er,  of  which  there  is 
now  a  very  short  supply,  and  who  have  not  as  vet 
provided  themselves  with  steam  power  to  meet 
the  emereeucy  of  the  diversion  of  the  water  of 
Sudbury  River,  and  who  have  the  second  use  of 
the  waier  at  Bilerica;  and  the  Middlesex  Mills  at 
Lowell  being  the  other  principal  user  of  the  water 
of  the  Concord  River,  liave  autborized.me  to  make 
this  comraunication. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  inform  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  Boston,  through  you,  that  we  as- 
sent to  the  diversion  of  the  water  of  Sudburv 
River  into  Lake  Cochituate  bv  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  present  emergency,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  LaKe  Cochituate  during  the  winter.  This 
to  be  done  without  detriment  or  effect  upon  the 
right-  of  the  parties  as  against  the  city,  as  mat- 
ters now  stand.  Or,  in  other  words,  that  if  the 
city  choose  from  motives  of  public  safetv  and 
convenience,  to  divert  the  waters  of  Sudburv 
River  into  Lake  Cochituate,  the  Wamesit  I'ower 
Company,  who  have  already  brought  suit— and  I 
speak  authoritatively  for  the  other  mill  owners- 
will  waive  all  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  city 
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so  to  do,  or  any  effect  upon  the  pending  contro- 
versies with  regard  to  the  rights  of  tlie  city,  or  as 
to  the  taking  of  su(;h  water  Hereafter, 
or  nglits  of  damages.  Without  waiving  any 
of  our  own  riglits,  we  desire  to  test  the 
propriety  of  the  doings  of  the  city  be- 
cause of  its  previous  action.  We  take  the  same 
ground  in  this  note  as  if  one  of  our  neighbors,  his 
house  being  on  fire,  shouhl  put  liis  liose  pipe  into 
our  well  and  exhaust  the  water.  Without  ques- 
tioning his  right  so  to  do,  we  should  not  think  of 
bringing  or  enforcing  any  claim  for  damages 
therefor. 

I  make  this  offer  simply  in  order  that  no  act 
of  mine  or  the  mill  owners  whom  I  believe  I  rep- 
^e^  ent,  shall  prevent  the  use  by  the  city  of  Boston 
of  the  only  supply  of  water  which  has  already 
been  and  can  be  made  use  of  at  once  from  being 
available  for  the  jiurpose  of  public  health  and  se- 
curity against  fire,  and  the  other  uses  for  which 
the  city  of  Boston  needs  water.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be 

Very  respectfully, 

your  friend  and  servant, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler. 
Andrew  J.  Hall,  member  of   Board  of  Aldermen 

city  of  Boston,  Boston,  Mass. 

Alderman  Peters — Has  not  that  matter  been 
gone  over  before?  and  has  it  not  been  decided 
that  we  cannot  do  it? 

Alderman  Hall — I  offer  that  communication 
from  my  friend.  General  Butler,  that  the  city  of 
Boston  may  have  an  abundant  supply  of  water  as 
a  free  gift."  As  to  whether  we  have  the  right  to  con- 
duct it  into  the  city  now  I  cannot  state,  not  being 
a  lawyer  myself,  but  perhaps  my  friend  fiom 
Ward  17  can.  I  believe,  however,  that  we  need 
mort  water  today.  I  move  that  the  communica- 
tion be  referre.l  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  think  there  are  some  le- 

fal  aspects  of  the  case  to  be  considered  and  it  had 
etter  be  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor.  Certainly 
within  a  few  days  the  City  Solicitor  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  the  city  takes  the  Sudbury  River 
water  it  must  be  un  ler  the  act  of  1872,  and  no 
other. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  understand  this  com- 
munication to  say  that  the  water  is  a  free  gift  to 
the  city  for  the  winter.    Two  years  ago  the  city  of 


Boston  took  that  water  and  the  proprietors  of  those 
mills  sued  the  city.  But  that  is  a  past  question.  We 
have  a  suit  to  settle  the  title  to  the  water  and 
now  he  says  you  are  short  of  water,  and  we  will 
give  it  to  you  for  the  winter  for  nothinji^.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  proposal  is  a  magnanimous  one. 
Certainly  we  shall  be  obliged  to  accept  it,  or  get 
water  another  way. 

AJderman  Peters  -  It  seems  to  me  to  be  right  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  who  can  look 
into  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case  and  report  back. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  suppose  that  if  there  is  any 
action  of  this  kind  it  must  be  done  by  the  Water 
Board,  and  it  is  the  same  'loard  whose  members 
were  sued  by  the  author  of  that  communication, 
and  I  suppose  as  soon  as  the  members  of  that 
board  take  the  water  again  they  will  be  sued 
again. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
who  wrote  that  communication  needs  any  friend- 
ship from  the  member  from  Ward  6.  I  think  the 
offer  is  a  magnanimous  one,  and  I  don't  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  need  fear  to  be  accused 
of  Butlerism  if  he  accepts  it.  I  believe  it  to  be 
honest,  frank;  it  was  presented  at  my  suggestion. 
If  that  will  not  hold  you  harmless  1  will  give  you 
what  will  hold  you  harmless. 

Alderman  Cutter-  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  has  the  right  to  make  an  assertion 
that  he  can  hold  them  harmless ;  neither  does  Mr. 
Butler,  as  I  understand  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — Then  you  do  not  wish 
to  understand  it.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
communication  again. 

Alderman  Peters — I  do  not  think  that  is  neces- 
sary. Most  of  us  do  understand  it,  even  if  the 
gentleman  fiam  Ward  6  does  not. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  AVater  and  sent  down. 

LEAVE  TO  EEMOVE  A  TREE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  i  he  part  of  the  Board,  on 
petition  of  William  Holmes,  recommending  that 
he  be  granted  leave  to  remove  a  tree  from  in  front 
of  his  premises  on  Bellevue  street,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense.   Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Oouncil, 

NOVEMBER    19,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  71/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FEOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOB 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  W.  E.  Hawes  et  al.,  B.  F.  Campbell 
et  al.,  Albert  Howe  and  C.  D.  Bickford.  Severally 
referred. 

A  communication  from  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  at- 
torney for  Wamesit  Power  Company  and  other 
corporations,  tendering  to  the  city,  for  its  use  this 
winter,  such  quanti^jes  of  Sudbury  River  water  as 
its  necessities  requirt .  without  compensation,  and 
with  the  waiving  of  all  claims  for  damages  on  ac- 
count of  said  taking  by  tlie  city  during  this  emer- 
gency, came  down  referred  to  the  Jorat  Commit- 
tee on  Water. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  most  heartily  agree 
with  the  spirit  of  magnanimity  which  has  prompt- 
ed this  proposition  to  the  city,  and  I  believe 
that  it  may  be  a  veiy  proper  thing  for  the 
city  to  do.  INevertheless.I  think  it  is  always  better 
for  the  city  to  be  upon  its  guard.  When  a  iropo- 
sition  or  this  kind  comes  from  a  source  which  is 
in  hearty  contact  with  the  city— if  I  may  t-o  ex- 
press myself,  as  it  is  the  head  of  this  proposition 
—I  believe  in  Major  General  Butler;  1  believe 
that  he  expresses  a  spirit  which  is  proper  under 
the  circumstances  to  express  toward  the  city; 
nevertheless  Major  General  Butler  has  a  keen 
eye,  although  it  may  be  a  crooked  one,  and  I  believe 
in  the  keenness  of  those  eyes,  and  I  believe  that 
there  is  more  far-sightedness  in  those  two  eyes 
than  in  any  other  two  on  this  continent — while  I 
am  a  mem'ber  of  this  City  Government  I  shall 
stand  Dy  the  city's  inteiest,  although  it  shall  come 
in  contact  with  the  spirit  of  General  Butler's 
proposition.  I  want  to  propose  an  amendment  to 
the  motion  to  refer  the  communication  to  the 
Committee  on  Water,  which  is  that  the  reference 
be  "with  instructions  to  consult  with  the  City  So- 
licitor as  to  the  legal  responsibility  which  may  be 
incurred  by  the  city  by  such  taking  of  the  waters 
of  the  Sudbury  and  Concord  rivers." 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— The  amendment  would  be 
all  right  if  the  City  Solicitor  had  not  already  ex- 
pressed an  opinion.  The  communication  from 
General  Butler  in  behalf  of  certain  mill  owners 
using  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  was  presented 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  late  Monday  evening 
and  by  them  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  At  nine  o'clock  Tuesday  morning  a 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Mayor's  office,  at 
which  were  present  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the 
City  Solicitor,  the  City  Engineer  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  Water  Committee.  The  generous  of- 
fer of  General  Butler  was  carefully  considered, 
the  City  Solicitor  giving  his  opinion  that  there 
was  no  legal  objection  to  accepting  the  offer. 
Since  this  meeting  the  Solicitor  has  carefully  ex- 
amined the  whole  subject,  and  in  a  note  written 
today  to  the  chairman  of  the  Water  Committee 
again  repeats  that  there  are  no  objections  to 
accepting  the  offer  of  General  Butler.  Of  course 
it  will  be  necessary  to  have  an  agreement  care- 
fully drawn  to  be  signed  oy  all  the  owners  of  mill 
property  on  the  Sudbury  River.  Inasmuch  as  the 
City  Solicitor  has  already  expressed  that  opinion, 
I  do  not  ?ee  any  necessity  for  the  amendment, 
though  I  do  not  object  to  it.  The  nota  written  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Water  Committee  by  the  City 
Solicitor  today  covers  the  point  raised  by  the  gen- 
tleman.   The  letter  is  as  follows : 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pemberton  Square, 
Boston,  Nov.  19, 1874.  \ 
Dear  Sir — I  have  returned  to  Mr.  McCleary  the 
communication  of  General  Butler  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.    There  is  no  objection,  so  far  as  I  see, 
to  the  acceptance  of  his  offer. 

Yours   truly, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Mr.  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— After  the  reading  of  the 
letter  perhaps  the  Council  may  be  satisfied  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment.    But  I  have  the  oninien,  neverthe- 


ess,  that  it  a  single  individual  having  a  legal 
right  to  the  waters  of  that  river  shall  hereafter,  at 
any  time,  cause  an  action  for  damages  to  be 
brought  against  the  city  of  Boston,  he  will  have 
good  cause  for  that  action.  Now,  sir,  I  am  of  the 
opinion,  with  the  City  Solicitor,  that  it  will  be 
nece.- sary  for  every  single  claimant  to  sign  a  re- 
lease, because  it  i«  perfectly  well  known 
that  you  cannot  take  one  square  inch  of 
that  water  without  taking  the  whole  of  it.  I 
think  my  friend  from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean] 
has  repeatedly  expressed  the  opinion  that 
you  cannot  take  a  part  of  the  waters  of  that  river 
without  taking  the  whole.  I  mean  by  that  not  the 
absolute  taking  of  the  whole  of  the  waters,  but 
without  being  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the 
waters.  It  may  not  be  necessary  to  adopt  the 
amendment  under  the  circumstances,  but  as  the 
City  Solicitor  has  expressed  the  opinion  and  seems 
to  be  ready  to  draw  such  an  instrument  in  writing 
as  will  hold  all  parties  under  the  circumstances,  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  withdrawing  the  amend- 
ment, believing  in  the  good  faith  of  the  City  So- 
licitor. 

Thv-  amendment  was  withdrawn,  and  the  Coun- 
cil concurred  in  the  reference. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  J.  C.  McNeil  to  be  compensated  for  in- 
juries done  to  his  child  by  a  defect  in  Meridian 
street.    Accepted. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  from  the  Quarantine 
appropriation  of  $1200,  lor  repairs  on  steamer 
Samuel  Little.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Uenny  of  Ward  9 
(who  said  the  steamer  was  of  no  use  without  these 
repairs  are  made  and  they  should  be  made  at 
once),  and  pass^ed. 

Order  authorizing  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
distribution  of  soup  to  the  poor  to  be  made,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  f  5000.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  llvnn  of  Ward  7 — If  there  is  n->  objection,  I 
would  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the  order 
in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  soup  may  be 
passed  this  evening,  as  it  will  take  some  little 
time  to  make  the  arrangements  for  carrjdng  out 
the  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  rise  to  object  to 
the  passage  of  the  order,  but  I  would  prefer  to 
have  it  lie  over  one  week,  because  there  is  quite  a 
difference  of  opinion  about  the  p/acticability  of 
distributing  soup  at  the  city's  expense.  Further- 
more, there  may  be  a  variety  of  opinions  in  regard 
to  the  expediency  of  this  work — whether  or  not  it 
is  better  that  the  soup  shall  be  distributed  by  the 
police,  or  whether  the  money  shall  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  other  organizations  to  distribute  the 
soup.  These  are  questions  which  it  m&y  be  quite 
important  for  us  to  consider  before  we  pass  this 
order,  and,  therefore,  that  we  may  have  time  to 
consider  them,  I  would  prefer  not  to  vote  on  the 
order  tonight,  but  to  have  it  lie  over  one  week. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  fully  agree  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  It  has 
been  a  question'in  my  own  mind  whether  this  is 
the  best  way  to  distribute  the  soup,  and  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  I  will  withdraw  the 
request  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  went  over. 

Orders  authorizing  such  surveys,  etc.,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  actual 
amount  of  water  that  can  be  furnished  from  Flax, 
Sluice  and  Cedar  ponds.  Read  twice,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  1  (who  said  it  was  important  that  the  sur- 
veys should  be  made  at  once,  and  the  passage  of 
the  order  would  greatly  facilitate  matters),  and 
passed. 

election  of  members  of  cochituate  wateb 
board. 

The  Council  took  up  the  report  nominating  Ed- 
waid  A.  White  and  L.  Miles  Standish  as  members 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  two  years  from 
the  first  Monday  of  May  last,  and  proceeded  to  an 
election. 

Messrs.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9, Woods  of  Ward  8,  and 
Train  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whoie  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

N.  Adarns \ 

T.  L.  Jenks y 

Charles  H.  Allen 2 

T.  McGulnoss ',  \ 

Samuel  Little 1 

H.  W.  Wilson X 

N.J.  Bradlee u 

George  Lewis 2 
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-COMMON      COUNCIL, 


Jake  Smith } 

Charles  Woodbury J 

L.  Miles  StandiHh 51 

Edward  A.  White 43 

Messrs.  Staiidish  and  White  were  declared  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  re- 
port was  sent  up. 

TITLE  TO  OITY   PROPERTY   IN  WARI)  19. 

The  following  was  received,  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Sh?  w  of  Ward  5,  sent  up : 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pemberton  Square, 
BO.STON,  Nov.  19,  1874. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— In  compliance  with  your  order  directing 
an  examination  to  be  mi.de  of  titles  to  all  real 
estate  fonnerly  beloi  giny,- to  the  town  of  Brigh- 
ton, and  now  in  t>-e  possession  of  tlie  city  of  Bos- 
ton, to  ascertain  whether  any  such  proi)erty  is 
now  or  has  been  under  attachment  since  the  an- 
nexation ot  Brighton  to  Bos, on,  and  'vhether  said 
titles  are  encumbered  by  such  attachments,  if 
anv,  1  now  report  that  the  examinations  have 
been  made,  and  the  records  show  that  an  attach- 
ment to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, of  real  estate  in  Middlesex  County,  was  made 
April  22, 1872,  in  a  suit  brought  by  Samuel  S. 
Learned  of  Watertown  against  George  A.  Wilson 
of  Brighron  and  four  other  parties,  defendants, 
which  suit  was  returnable  ai.d  entered  in  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court  for  Suffolk  County  at  the 
September  te'-m,  1872. 

After  (he  above  attachment  was  made,  tiiere 
were  three  conveyances  of  land  to  the  town  of 
Brighton,  by  George  A.  Wil>on  and  Benjamin  F. 
Ricker,  and  one  conveyance  by  George  A.  Wilson 
alone,  as  follows: 

The  first  conveyance  by  Wilson  and  Bicker  was 
of  13,400  square  feet  of  land  on  Chestnut  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Rockland  street,  by  deed  recorded  Jan. 
15,  1873. 

The  second  conveyance  by  the  same  two  grant- 
ors was  of  26,G49  square  feet  of  land  on  Chestnut 
Hill  averue  and  Winship  place,  by  deed  record- 
ed Sept.  6, 1873. 

The  third  conveyance  by  the  same  two  grantors 
was  of  a  small  piece  of  land  on  Chestnut  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Rockland  street,  centents  not  given,  by 
deed  recorded  Oct.  30, 1873. 

The  conveyance  by  George  A.  Wilson  alone  was 
of  75,225  square  feet  of  land  on  Washington  street, 
by  deed  recorded  Oct.  23, 1873. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  1874,  the  attach- 
ment in  the  above-named  suit  was  released  by  the 
attorneys  of  Learned  "upon  that  part  of  AVilson's 
propertv  known  as  the  Brighton  Hotel,  contain- 
ing 75,200  square  feet,"  and  on  the  fourth  day  of 
May,  1874,  "the  attachment  made  by  S.  S.  Learned 
upon  land  of  George  A.  Wilson"  was  released  by 
the  same  attorneys  "unon  the  lot  sold  to  the  town 
of  Brighton  for  a  grammar-school  lot,  being  on 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  and  also  the  lot  sold  for  an 
engine  house  on  the  same  street,  but  upon  no 
other  land."  No  attachment  appears  of  record  in 
the  name  of  George  A.  Wilson. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  F.  Kittredge, 

Assistant  City  Solicitor. 

petitions  presented. 

By  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Mary  R. 
Gilbens  for  a  duplicate  city  of  Boston  bond  to  re- 
place one  that  whu  stolen.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Fin;x".ce. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Thom- 
as- Leavitt  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building 
on  135  Dorchester  avenue.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

AN  INVESTIGATION  ORDERED. 

Mr.  Kent  of  AVard  21  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  In  the  discussions  and  allusions  to  the 
order  known  a-^  the  order  taking  the  waters  of 
Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River,  said  order  now 
lying  on  the  t.ble  of  this  board,  it  has  been  plainly 
and  re,  eatedly  asserted  that  the  scheme  proposed 
is  one  of  speculation,  jobbery  and  fraud,  it  is 
thei  ef  ore 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  puri>ose  of  setting  these 
alleged  facts  clearlv  befoie  the  City  Council  and 
the  pi'Oiile  as  tliey  should  be,  if  true,  or  of  dis- 
pro>  ing  them,  if  they  are  false,  a  committee  be 
appointed  eonsi>  ting  of  three  ,  members  of  this 
branch,  with  sueh  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  said  committee  to  have  full  powers  in  the 
matter,  with  autliority  to  sem'  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  do  all   that   is    necessary  to  make  a 


thorough  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  report 
the  result  of  the  same  to  the  City  Council  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  appears  to  be  a 
pretty  broad  order,  one  calling  for  an  investiga- 
iton  which,  perhaps,  no  one  outside  of  the  mem- 
ber who  offered  the  ordei-  is  cognizant  of.  I 
should  like  to  hear  some  explanation  of  the  order. 
Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  think  that  the  order  ex- 
plains itself.  The  facts  are  set  forth  in  it.  Those 
facts,  I  believe,  are  well  understood  by  every 
member  of  this  Council.  1  think  the  order  will 
commend  itself  to  every  member  of  this  Board, 
and  unless  some  objection  is  made  I  propose  to 
submit  it  upon  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  do  not  object  to  the  pas- 
sasre  of  the  order  at  ad,  i)ut  I  thought  the  gentle- 
man offering  it  might  give  to  the  Council  some 
explanation  of  it,  and  state  upon  what  authority 
he  offers  it.  The  subject  may  be  familiar  to  him 
that  certain  siatement.i  were  made,  but  still  other 
members  ot  the  Council  may  not  have  any  knowl- 
edge of  them.  I  desire  that  there  shall  be  a  most 
thorough  investigation  of  this  subject,  but  I  think 
it  is  due  to  the  Council  for  the  gentleman  to  ex- 
plain why  and  upon  what  authority  he  offers  this 
order. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward   21—1  offered  it  upon  my  own 
authority,  and  in  behalf    of   those  whose  good 
name  and  whose  inoiives  are  impugned  by  the 
statements    that    have  been  made  here,     t  am 
rather  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  say  that 
aU  members  of  the  i^ouncd  may  not  be  aware  of 
the  facts  that  are  set  forth  in  that  preamble.    I 
thought  it  was  well  understood  that,  through  all 
this  year,  time  ard  again,  statements  had  been 
made  openly  and  plainly,  that  this  Sudbury  water 
project  was" a  scheme  of  speculation  and  jobbery 
and  fraud.    I  supposed  that  was  clearly  under- 
stood,  and    that   every   member   of   this    Coun- 
cil     had      heard     it     over     and     over     again. 
And    that    is    the    necessity    for    offering     the 
order.      Let   me    go  back  a   little.     Some  three 
or  four  weeks  ago  his  honor  the  Mayor  deemed  it 
his  imperative  duty  m  a  communication  to  this 
Council  to  ask  that  something  might  be  done  in 
regard  to  this  matter  of  water,  that,  if  the  Sud- 
bury River  project  was  to  be  rejected  or  accepted, 
definite    action    might    be    taken,     and  he    set 
forth  the  exigencies  of  the  case.    A  special  meet- 
ing was  called  for  the  purpose  of   considering   it. 
The  meeting  was  not   technically  called  for  that 
purpose,  but  it  was  well    understood  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  that  it  was  called  to   consider 
the  Mayor's  message.    Other  business  intervened ; 
there  were  various   discussions  upon  other  top- 
ics,   but     the     question     for    which     we    were 
called  together  never  was  touched,  although  the 
water  question  was    argued,  and    this  very  order, 
now  lying  on  the    table,  was  talked  of    and    dis- 
cussed as  a  scheme  ot  jobbery,  and  by  a  member 
of  this  Council    who    declared   that    he  said   the 
words  in  no  undue  excitement,  and  tiiat  he  hoped 
within    a  week    to  produce   facts  and   figures.    I 
think  tl' at  was  his  statement;  I  may  not  be  tech- 
nically right  as  to  his  words,  but  I  give  the  spirit 
of   those    words.    Now,  sir,  this    Sudbury  River 
project  has  been  considered  for   a  great  while;  it 
has    been   lying   upon    the   table   for  nearlv  the 
whole    of   this  year;    vaiious  schemes  have  been 
introdu(!ed,  and'no  light  has  been  brought  to  the 
Council;  nothing  new  has  been  brought — nothiner 
but  what  was   known  two  or   three  years  ago  ex- 
cept the  plans  of  my  friends  from  "Ward  12  for 
the  taking  of  the  Shavvsheen,  and  the  conduit  to 
Lake  Cochituate ;    otherwise  there  has  been  no 
real   information     hrought    before    this    Council 
wnich  was  not  known  ever  two  years    ago.      But 
the  Sudbury  River  project  has  been  attacked;    no 
one  has  attempted  to  argue  against  its  merits;  no 
one  has  taken  it  ui)  and  found  fault  with  its  de- 
tails of  expenditures.    But  we  have  heard  in  very 
general  terms  that  it  is  a  scheme  for  an  enormous 
expenditure,  run  up  as  high  as  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  by  some  members  of  the  Council.     It   has 
been  attacked  as  one  of  fraud  and  jobbeiy.    Now, 
sir,  I  am  one  of  the   Water  Committee.      I   have 
given  my  time  and  ability  to  the  question.     I  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Water  Committee  profess 
to  be  straightforward,  square  men,  d^ing  our  best 
for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not 
propose   to  be    directly  or   indirectly  connected 
with  any  scheme  of  fraud.    If  there  is  any  fraud 
here,  let  us  unearth  it;  I  am  ,n  for  doiug  it,  and  if 
any  gentleman  wants  to  unearth  the  fraud  in  this 
scheme,  I  will  promise  him  the  aid  of  eight  good 
men    and    true,    and  they    are    members  of   the 
Joint    Standing    Committee   on    Water    of     the 
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.  City  Council.  Now  we  want  to  get  at  thie 
bottom  of  this  matter.  If  there  is  fraud  here 
we  want  to  know  it.  And,  sir,  when  the 
word  "fraud"  has  been  used  liere  it  has  been 
in  Its  largest  sense — not  mere  anxiety  to  sell 
land  or  secuie  contracts.  We  all  know  that  those 
things  are  inseparable  from  any  scheme,  whethei 
it  be  the  Sudbury  River  or  any  other.  But  the 
word  '"fraud"  means  something  dishonorable  and 
wrong  in  the  sense  iu  which  it  was  used  here.  It 
is  due  to  his  honor  die  Mayor,  who,  it  is  said,  has 
been  imposed  upon  ;  it  is  due  to  the  Water  Board 
and  the  Water  Committee,  who  have  been  calum- 
niated in  some  measure  by  these  statements,  that 
this  investigation  should  take  place,  and  that  is 
the  reason  1  have  offered  that  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  explanation  is  ner- 
fectly  satisfaetory  to  me,  and,  I  think,  to  every 
member  ol  the  Council.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman 
on  the  Water  Committee  has  spoken  so  tlioroughly 
and  fully,  and  I  heartily  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  passing  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  ot  Ward  12 — I  certainly  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  order.  If  the  members 
of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Water  Committee  feel 
that  there  is  any  charge  against  their  honor  vvhich 
they  desire  to  have  cleared  up,  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  it  should  be  done.  But  I  do  not  think 
It  is  quite  right,  under  this  change  of  issue,  when 
the  Sudbury  Riv<;r  has  been  overthrown  in  every 
one  of  its  details,  for  the  gentleman  to  say  there 
has  been  no  discussion  of  those  details.  He  says 
that  no  fault  has  been  found  with  those  details, 
when  that  has  been  done;  and  he  ought  not 
to  come  here  and,  by  putting  up  a  man  of 
stiaw,  undertake  to  create  sympathy  for  ihe 
scheme,  and  say  there  has  been  no  argu- 
ment upon  it.  I  never  made  any  charge  of 
fraud  or  jobbery,  and  I  had  no  idea  that  there  was 
any  jobbery  in  it.  The  members  of  the  Water 
Board  and  Committee  are  gentlemen  for  whom  I 
have  great  respect.  So  far  as  I  am  coucerned, 
although  I  am  a  strong  ojiponeiit  ot  th:s  Sudbury 
scheme,  I  opposed  it  not  because  1  thought  there 
was  fraud  in  it,  but  simply  because,  on  the  facts 
presented,  on  the  information  given  by  the  Water 
Board  themselves,  it  is  a  scheme  that  under  no 
circumstances  ought  to  pass  any  intelligent  tri- 
bunal. That  IS  the  leason  why  I  opposed  it. 
When  the  matter  was  argued  before  I  thought  I 
presented  some  reasons  why  it  should  not 
pass,  and  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  show 
that  today.  The  gentleman  says  there  is  no 
new  information.  Why,  we  are" all  full  of  in- 
formation. We  have  new  information  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  water,  as  to  the  places  where  water 
can  be  obtained  and  as  to  the  great  saving  that 
can  be  made  by  preventing  the  waste  of  water. 
Talk  about  the  expenditure  of  a  dozen  or  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  when  it  has  been  shown  clear- 
ly and  distinctly  that  for  nine  years  an  average  of 
five  million  gallons  runs  to  waste  daily  and  has 
not  been  used  at  all !  Why,  since  this  thing  start- 
ed, the  Water  Registrar  has  brought  in  informa- 
tion which  seems  to  be  authentic  and  with  a  state- 
ment of  details  which  prove  that  six  millions  of 
gallons  of  the  eighteen  millions  brought 
from  the  lake  run  to  waste  by  improp- 
er fixtures  and  the  most  improvident  of 
water  closets  —  the  two  together  amounting 
to  just  as  much  as  is  used.  When  they  pretended 
that  you  had  to  build  this  enormous  conduit 
at  an  enormous  expense  away  round  through 
Farm  Pond,  and  not  going  near  Lake  Cochituate, 
which  we  were  not  to  have  the  advantage  of  as  an 
aerated  basin ;  and  now  they  come  in  here  and 
say  you  can  take  Nonesuch  Pond,  and  it  is  right 
to  build  the  conduit  by  the  old  one  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir,  when  they  said  it  could  not  be 
built  beside  the  old  one,  and  now  admitting  that 
it  can  be  done.  And  do  the  gentlemen  pay  so  lit- 
tle attention  to  these  reports  as  to  say  there 
is  nothing  new?  Wby,  it  turns  out  that  there  are 
only  about  twelve  millions  of  gallons  legitimately 
used  daily,  and  that  half  of  that  which  runs  to 
waste  can  be  saved ;  explanations  are  made  and 
experiments  have  been  tried,  and  the  evidence  is 
complete  that  it  can  be  saved,  and  this  Board  has 
taken  the  means  to  make  that  saving ;  as  much 
water  running  to  waste  as  is  used ;  this  conduit 
can  be  built  along  side  of  the  other,  and  form 
a  conduit  that  may  be  used  by  going  a  little  far- 
ther to  Lake  Cochituate ;  then  you  have  got 
five  million  six  hundred  thousand  gallons, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  making  in  round  num- 
bers six  millions  of  gallons,  as  much  as  is  now  used, 
and  six  millions  of  gallons  more— and  then  we 
have  n't  got  any  new  information!     Why,  Mr. 


President,  if  I  had  supposed  that  this  matter  was 
to  be  discussed  to  night;  if  I  had  supposed 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  dis- 
cuss it,  I  should  like  to  have  had  time  to 
collate  figures  by  going  over  the  vast  array  of 
pamphlets  which  one  has  to  study  to  get  at 
the  truth  and  to  brins  correct  conclu^iors  be- 
fore the  Council.  Now,  then,  I  do  not  oppose  tbe 
passage  of  this  order,  it  these  gentlemen  desire  it, 
and  il  they  think  their  honor  has  been  impugned 
by  anybody.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned  1  do  not 
object  to  ic.  But  I  do  object,  that  those  who 
have  made  no  charges  of  fraud,  tho»e  who  know 
nothing  about  that  and  have  tried  this  matter 
upon  the  jptoper  issues  of  economy— 1  tlo  object 
that  thi^  opportunity  shall  be  used  in  a  change  of 
issue  to  create  sympathy  for  a  scheme  that  cer- 
tainly never  can  stand  for  a  moment  upon  its 
merits. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — I  have  perfect  confi- 
dence in  the  honor  of  the  Committee  on  Water, 
believing  them  to  be  as  honest  men  as  there  are  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.  I  shall  be  happy  to 
vote  for  the  order,  if  they  wish,  only  hoping  that  I 
may  not  be  one  of  those  who  are  set  to  hunting 
for  a  needle  in  a  haymow,  when  I  think  there  is  no 
needle  there.  But  I  cannot  understand  how  the 
gentleman  can  feel  that  the  information  gath- 
ered within  two  years  makes  no  change 
in  the  condition  of  the  Sudbury  scheme. 

Ml'.  Kent. of  Ward 21  {interrupting,  and  Mr.  Pea- 
body  yielding  the  fioor) — I  did  not  mean  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  no  new  iiiformation  has  been 
obtained  in  the  researches  whicii  have  been  made. 
I  was  speaking  particularly  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  I  said  it  never  had  been  caken  up  and 
passed  upon  what  is  claimed  to  be  its  merits  by 
its  friends.  All  that  has  been  said  against  tlse 
SudDiiry  scheme  has  be  »n  said  negatively.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  during  the  investigations  of 
the  last  nine  months  we  have  got  a  great  deal  of 
information;  but  1  say  that  so  far  as  the  Sudbury 
or  Charles  River  are  concerned  there  is  no  new 
information,  and  none  of  the  facts  set  forth  have 
been  disproved. 

Mr.  Pe.ibody  of  Ward  9—1  accept  the  statement 
as  my  friend  makes  it.  Now  let  me  mention  one 
or  two  particulars  of  the  changes  made  iu  two 
years.  I  must  speak  from  memory,  because  I 
have  none  of  the  pamphlets  here.  About  two 
years  since  one  of  the  water  reports  stated  that 
there  were  no  facilities  for  storage  reservoirs  on 
Charles  River  within  fifty  miles  of  Boston.  About 
two  months  since  they  issued  a  report  stating  that 
a  reservoir  can  be  established  at  South  Natick, 
holding  nearly  twice  as  much  as  all  the  storage 
reservoirs  on  the  Sudbury  put  together.  Two 
years  ago  one  of  the  reports  stated  that  one  of 
the  advantages  of  the  Sudbury  over  the  Charles 
was  that  the  valley  of  the  Charles  was  likely  to  be 
filled  with  a  rapidly  increasing  population,  which 
woulu  pollute  the  stream ,  etc.  The  examining 
commission  of  physicians  confirms  the  state- 
ments made  by  me  some  time  since, 
that  the  population  of  the  Sudbury  is  much  larger 
to  the  sqirare  mile  than  that  of  the  Charles,  and 
increasing  more  rapidly.  In  February,  1873,  Mr. 
Chesbrough's  report  stated  that  the  Charles  River 
would  furnish  more  water  than  the  Sudbury,  and  at 
much  less  cost;  but  if  the  water  was  de- 
cidedly inferior  to  that  of  the  Sudbury,  then  we 
should  be  justified  in  adopting  the  more  expen- 
sive scheme.  The  examining  physicians  have 
lately  reported  that  the  water  of  the  Charles  is 
the  better  of  the  two.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  if  the  information  gained  within  the  last 
two  years  does  not  affect  the  details  of  the  Sud- 
bury scheme  it  should  affect  the  scheme  itself. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  presume  niy  worthy 
friend  from  the  Bunker  Hiil  District  referred  to 
me  when  he  said  "individual."  I  am  that  individ- 
ual. But  when  he  attributes  language  to  me  that 
I  never  uttered,  he  does  me  gross  injustice,  which 
a  son  of  Bunker  Hill  never  ought  to  do  and  which 
the  sword  of  Bunker  Hill  never  would  defend.  I 
have  spoken  i)lainly  here,  but  the  language  attrib- 
uted to  me  was  never  uttered.  I  never  used  the  word 
"fraud."  I  challenge  him  to  show  it,  and  I  chal- 
lenge the  gentleman  from  the  Sixteenth  Ward  [Mr. 
West]  to  show  that  I  ever  used  the  language 
attributed  to  me  by  him  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. "Stupendous  swindle"!  I  never  uttered 
thotC  words.  I  challenge  any  gentleman  of  this 
Council  to  show  it.  1  did  say,  and  there  are  those 
within  my  hearing  who  know  it,  that  the  Sudbury 
scheme  was  and  is  a  great  speculation.  No  broad 
er  language  was  ever  used  by  me  than  that.  Let 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  shake  his  head ;  I 
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challenge  him  to  the  combat.  Never  did  I  use 
bucli  words  as  "swindle"  or  "fraud."  1  will  re- 
peat that  which  1  did  say,  and  1  am  very  glad  the 
gentleman,  the  six-footer,  from  the  Hunker  Hdl 
District,  has  discharged  liiscolumbiad  at  me.  Yes- 
terday 1  accompauiod  him,  with  the  nonora- 
ble  W3ter  Committee,  loexamiae  the  valley  of  the 
Charle.--.  1  learned  something  then  which  has 
been  within  the  knowledge  of  this  committee  for 
months,  and  yet  they  have  never  given  it  to  us. 
Now,  then,  carry  this  battle  into  the  enemy's 
camp.  1  charge  here  that  import.'iut  knowledge 
has  been  held  by  this  committee,  and  never  pub- 
lit  bed  till  witliin  a  few  days.  And  I  was  shown 
by  thi'  most  efficient  engineer  that  1  ever  met, 
yesterday  [Mr.  Ftely],  ami  1  learned,  and  other 
gentlemen  learned  from  him,  facts  which  the  City 
Government  have  been  entdled  to  for  months,  in 
fact  lor  years.  Iain  very  glad  that  my  worthy 
friend  from  the  Ninth  Ward  [Mr.  PeabodyJ  has  re- 
ferred to  that  tlowage  land  along  the  valley  of 
the  Charles — tho.-e  storage  acres  have  al- 
ways been  denied  to  amount  to  nothing 
worthy  of^cousideration  ;  and  yet,  sir,  when  1  cast 
my  eye  over  more  than  4000  acres  of  the  best  stor- 
age land  in  the  world,  i  venture  to  say  that  4500 
acres  (that  is  the  number  given  me  by  that  engi- 
neer) can  be  used  as  a  storage  basin  along  the 
Charles;  and  yet,  sli,  all  this  knowledge  has  been 
kept— 1  will  not  say  purposely— from  us,  neverthe- 
less; and  when  1  heard  yesterday,  in  company 
with  half  a  dozen  men,  at  the  invitation  of  my 
worthy  friend  [Alderman  Stebbins],  who  is  clialr- 
man  of  the  committee,  and  who  is  iiere  this  even- 
ing—and when  1  heard  the  expressions  of  amaze- 
ment, 1  was  only  astonished  at  the  way  this  water 
business  has  been  managed  by  that  Water  Commit- 
tee. I  thank  my  worthy  f.iend,  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Water  Committee,  to 
whom,  although  diametrically  opposed  to 
him  in  this  schema,  I  would  inti'ust  every 
water  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be- 
cause I  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  man,  the 
noblest  work  of  God,  and  an  intelligent  man.  I 
believe,  sir,  that  he  is  one  of  those  able  lo  give  to 
the  people  his  views,  and  give  them  in  language 
fitting  to  be  made — not,  sir,  in  language  that  will 
stab  in  the  dark,  as  has  come  from  the  "Sword  of 
Bunker  Hill"  upon  me  tonight.  "An  individual"  ! 
I  have  his  language.  I  see  the  cast  of  his  eye,  as 
I  do  General  Butler's  sometimes-,  when  he  looks 
over  toward  me.  Why,  yesterday,  did  n't  he  say 
to  me,  in  our  beautiful  ride  over  the  hills  and  val- 
leys by  the  banks  of  the  river— why  did  n't  he  say 
to  me,  "My  friend,  tomorrow  night  I  propose  to 
stab  you,"  and  give  me  a  chance  to  quote  facts 
from  these  reports,  and  1  would  have  given 
them  back  in  a  way  that  even  Bunker  Hill 
during  the  great  Revolution  did  not  hear.  "The 
Mayor, '  he  says- 1  need  n't  give  his  words  letter 
by  letter — "asks  for  action  upon  this  proposition; 
a  special  meeting  was  called,"  etc.  "The  question 
never  was  touched."  Who  was  at  fault?  Well, 
here  is  'he  great  honorable  Water  Committee. 
Whose  busiue^s  was  it?  There  was  a  special 
meeting  and  they  did  not  touch  it.  Perhaps  they 
did  n't  know  bow.  Perhaps  they  have  shown  as 
much  prudence  in  it  as  in  other  things.  I 
am  not  a  candidate  for  Water  Commissioner,  sir, 
and  1  do  not  live  on  Bunker  Hill.  "Now  the  gen- 
tleman," he  says,  "has  repeated  two  or  three  times 
that  this  scheme  of  Sudbury  River  was  a  scheme 
of  fraud."  Who  has  pronounced  chose  words,  and 
when? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — If  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  I  will  tell  him.  1  read  from  page  588  of 
the  Minutes,  "If  ever  theie  was  an  enormous 
fraud  perpetrated  on  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  this 
SudbuiT  River  scheme.  '    There  you  have  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  is  vei  y  good.  "Per- 
petrated on  the  city  of  Boston,'  not  by  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  know  speculators  in  Middlesex  County 
who  are  in  this  thing.  I  never  charged  the  City 
Government  with  anytning  corrupt;  by  no  means. 
I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  charging  corrupti(m  upon 
a  bodv  of  which  I  am  a  member.  There  is,  or 
should  be,  honor  among  men.  Now  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, 1  am  veiy  glad  this  subject  has  arisen.  I  am 
glad  to  meet  it.  I  am  ready  to  meet  it  now  or 
at  any  time.  But,  sir,  when  1  will  answer  1  desire 
to  answer  it  in  detail,  letter  by  letter,  page  by 
page,  from  the  city's  own  engineer;  and  there  is  a 
providence  which  sometimes  shapes  our  ends,  and 
there  was  a  providence  in  the  invitation  which  I 
received  yesterday  to  visit  the  beautiful  valley  of 
the  Charles.  Why,  sir,  1  was  asked  to  go  and  see 
that  little  pond  called  Nonesuch.  1  never  heard 
of  that  pond  before  it  was  mertioned  a  week  ago. 


I  visited  it  yesterday,  in  company  with 
'ater  Committee^    1  saw  "one  of 


members 
of  the  Water  Committee^  1  s'aw  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  ponds  of  water  that  I  ever  saw  in  my 
life,  covering  an  area  of  forty  acres,  and  with  a 
watershed  and  basin  comiietent  to  be  made  sev- 
enty-three acres  more,  making  nearly  103 
acres;  and  what  think  you,  sir,  was 
the  statement  made  by  the  eminent  engi- 
neer with  us?  Why,  sir,  that  pond,  from  which 
was  flowing  one  of  the  most  beautiful  brooks 
which  man  ever  saw,  conveying  from  Ihe  pond 
half  a  million  gallons  daily  of  the  purest  water 
you  ever  saw,  and  that  pond  can  be  utilized  and 
can  be  made  to  feed  one  of  the  conduits  within  a 
very  short  time,  at  an  expenditure  of  how  much, 
sir?  Ninety-two  thousand  dollars,  while  an  ex- 
penditure in  addition  to  that  will  make  it  compe- 
tent to  fuini^h  a  billion  gallons — those  are  the 
words  and  figures  (and  figures  don't  lie),  of  the  en- 
gineer— at  an  expenditure  of  $210,000,  to  furnish  a 
billion  gallons  of  water,  as  pure  as  man  ever  saw. 
Fortunately,  sir,  I  happened  to  take  the 
figures,  and  here  they  are.  The  large 
area  he  proposes  to  take,  would  hold 
seventeen  hundred  million  gallons,  and  no  pump- 
ing at  the  lake  would  then  be  required  in  a  dry 
time.  Those  were  the  exact  words  of  that  emi- 
nent engineer.  In  case  this  is  carried  out,  no 
pumping  at  the  lake  will  be  required  in  a  dry 
time.  That  is  all  new  to  us.  And  we  have  learned 
iiothiiig  new,  sir,  says  Bunker  Hill ! 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Does  he  state  how  long  a 
time  this  storage  of  water  will  last  the  city? 

Ml-.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President  — 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order. 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Denny — The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  5  are  not  germ ain  to  the  question  under 
consideration,  and  I  would  like  to  say  in  explana- 
tion that  I  raise  the  point  in  order  to  facilitate 
business,  and  that  we  may  dispose  of  the  question 
under  consideration. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  point  of  order 
is  well  taken,  but  as  the  discussion  upon  this 
whole  subject  has  taken  a  wider  range  than  is  in 
order,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  been  al- 
lowed to  proceed.  But  as  objection  has  been 
raised,  the  gentleman  will  confine  himself  to  the 
preamble  and  order  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  simply  illustrating  my  views 
upon  the  question.  I  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  it 
by  all  parliamentary  usage  in  the  world. 

The  President — The  Chair  has  decided  the  ques- 
tion. To  discuss  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  not 
in  order,  unless  the  gentleman  wishes  to  appeal. 
The  gentleman  can  go  on  if  he  will  confine  himself 
to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  shall  take  occasion  to  say  such 
words  as  I  believe  to  be  parliamentary  under  the 
circumstances;  and  when  I  misuse  language  I 
shall  be  subject  to  be  called  to  order,  and  not 
otherwise.  1  was  going  on  to  say  that  I  have  a 
perfect  right  to  state  every  single  question  that 
comes  under  the  head  of  this  grand  water  ques- 
tion ;  I  have  the  right  to  refer  to  them  directly 
and  indirectly,  nearly  or  remotely;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward"  9  will  raise  his  points 
of  order,  as  he  always  does  when  he  gets 
a  chance,  upon  me,  but  he  never  has  sus- 
tained one  yet.  Now,  sir,  with  regard  to 
the  report  upon  this  one  of  the  sources  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  take  water,  why  sir,  have 
not  1  a  right  to  refer  to  it  to  illustrate  my  point. 
There  is  riot  a  parliamentarian  ujion  earth  tnat — 

Mr.  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 
He  IS  discussing  a  subject  not  before  the  Council, 
but  he  has  the  rie;ht  to  speak  to  the  pending  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  this  order,  and  now,  sir,  I  propose  to  (liscuss 
that  order  directly  and  not  remotely.  If  the  gen 
tleman  from  the  Bunker  Hill  District  desires  to 
bring  me  before  the  bar  of  this  tribunal,  1  am  ready 
to  meet  him.  If  he  proposes  to  do  it  in  a  mean 
and  contemptible  manner,  let  him  doit;  I  have 
spoken  words  of  truth  and  soberness ;  while  1  liave 
been  a  member  of  this  Council  and  raised  my 
voice,  but  1  do  not  propose  to  be  put  down  by 
those  m  interest  or  having  axes  to  grind.  I  have 
no  axes  to  grind.  If  I  am  to  be  brought  before 
this  tribunal  1  am  ready.  I  have  got  the  people  be- 
hind me,  and  they  will  stand  by  me  in  plainjAnglo- 
Saxon  language.  1  may  be  tii esonie  to  many.  I 
know  1  am  to  every  friend  of  the  Sudbury  scheme, 
but  by  the  people  of  common  sense,  and  before 
the  bar  of  common  sense,  the  few  feeble  remarks 
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I  make  here  I  think  are  appreciated.  I  am  under- 
taking to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  for  the  city's  in- 
terest, and  if  1  discuss  this  matter  with  ardor,  I  do 
it  with  honest  inteutions.  1  do  not  propose  to  bring 
up  eveiy  man  here  because  lie  happens  to 
be  desirous  ot  a  place  on  the  Water  Commis- 
sion—thank God,  that  cannot  be  got  out  of 
this  Council  this  year,  not  for  any  one  m  favor  of 
this  scheme.  I  stand  here  for  the  taxpayers,  the 
men  who  have  got  tiiese  bills  to  pay.  And  then, 
sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  order,  if 
it  IS  not  a  discourteous  order  to  bring  'before  this 
honorable  body.  I  am  in  lavor  of  an  abundant 
supply  of  water,  but  if  .t  can  be  obtained  for  two 
million  dollars  1  do  not  want  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions expended  for  it;  if  for  five  or  six  miUions,  I 
don't  want  eight  millions  expended  tor  it.  Now, 
from  the  plans  which  have  come  to  me  within  a 
few  days  and  if  that  information  which  is  entirely 
new  to  most  of  us  is  correct — and  they  hearmy  lan- 
guage now  and  know  whether  or  not  we  have  re- 
ceived valuable  information.  Ibelievetaat  a  better 
and  less  expensive  scheme  than  the  Charles  or  Sud- 
bury River  can  be  obtained.  I  have  not  yet  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessary  to  take 
Charles  River,  but  if  the  information  that  has 
reached  us  within  a  few  days  is  not  sufflcieut, 
then,  sir,  I  say  let  us  go  and  ask  the  Legislature 
to  grant  us  authority  to  take  Charles  River  as  the 
next  l)est  plan.  I  am  opposed— I  have  not  said  it 
in  the  dark;  I  have  not  undertaken  to  say  it  be- 
hind people's  backs ;  1  have  said  It  openly,  fairly 
and  squarely  that  I  am  opposed  in  toto— to  tae 
Sudbury  scheme,  <iS  one  which  I  do  not  believe 
approves  itself  to  the  people.  I  have  said 
that  the  direct  and  remote  damages  are  such 
as  the  city  of  Boston  will  not  for  many  years  re- 
cover from.  I  think  they  will  be  enormous.  Al- 
though I  heartily  approve  the  offer  made  by  Gen- 
eral Butler,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  probed  from 
top  to  bottom  before  we  accept  any  such  plan.  I 
believe  we  are  all  endeavoring  to  do  that  which  is 
best  for  the  city's  interest.  Even  my  friend  from 
Bunker  Hill,  who  would  stab  me  in  the  dark,  is  ia 
favor  of  an  abundant  and  economical  supply  of 
water.  But,  sir,  travelling  all  a^ong,  and  enjoying 
with  him  the  beautiful  scenery  of  lake,  hill 
and  valley  and  river,  I  only  wonder— could  n't 
he  have  said,  "Were  you  not  mistaken  in 
your  tirade  against  the  Sudbury  scheme?" 
No  intimation  that  I  was  to  be  picked  out.  He 
did  not  call  me  by  name.  Oh,  no,  of  course  not. 
"Scheme  of  fraud!"  1  charged  him  with  no  fraud, 
I  have  too  much  respect  for  him,  I  have  too  much 
respect  tor  the  land  he  is  from.  He  is  from  the 
Old  Colony.  His  fathers  and  mine  landed  on 
Plymouth  Rock  together  250  years  ago.  I  re- 
spect him,  towering  above  me  as  he  does  not 
only  in  proportions  of  length,  but  in  other  pro 
portions  which  go  to  make  a  man  full  of  brain, 
life,  honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose,  good  judg- 
ment. But  I  have  a  right  to  use  my  brain  as  much 
as  he.  I  have  the  same  right  to  express  my 
opinions  as  he  has.  I  am  elected  here  to  express 
my  opinions  upon  the  various  matters 
brought  before  us,  ana  if  I  do  it  very 
plainly,  as  I  know  I  do  it  honestly,  I 
am  not  to  be  brought  before  the  Council 
for  words  which  in  the  warmth  and  fervor  of  de- 
bate 1  may  use.  I  attribute  no  fraud  to  him,  but  I 
shall  always  choose  to  use  such  language  as  I  be- 
lieve to  be  proper  and  right.  If  I  am  to  be  tried 
here,  I  desire  to  be  tried  now,  unprepared,  with 
the  documents  before  me.  I  have  substantiated 
every  statement  I  have  made.  I  have  never 
charged  fraud  upon  any  member  of  this  City  Gov- 
ernment, nor  do  I  propose  to  do  so.  But  I  do  pio- 
pose  to  argue  from  my  own  standpoint  with  the 
tongue  God  has  given  me,  and  1  do  propose  to 
bring  forward  such  views  as  I  believe  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— That  order,  if  I  under- 
stand its  reading  correctly,  is  general  in  its  terms. 
Tt  does  not  point  to  any  individual,  though  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  seems  to  think  it  does.  I 
think  it  does,  too.  The  gentlema  from  Waul  5 
said  that  a  gigantic  swindle  was  being  peipe- 
trated,  not  by  the  city,  but  upon  the  city. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  rise  to  say  distinctly 
that  I  never  used  those  words. 

Mr.  West — The  gentleman  did  say  that  a  gigan- 
tic swindle  was  being  perpetrated  upon  the  city. 
My  memory  is  just  as  good  as  his,  but  I  don't  de- 
sire to  enter  into  a  personal  altercation.  I 
know  what  "gigantic  swindle"  means.  He 
said,  furthermore,  that  the  Mayor,  for  whom 
he  had  the  highest  respect  —  good,  honest 
soul  —  "had     been     imposed      upon."        It     is 


sufficient  to  remember  that  he  said  the 
Mayor  "had  been  imposed  upon."  I  don't  believe 
his'  honor  the  Mayor  is  so  easily  imposed  upon. 
If  I  were  ;  member  of  the  Water  Committee  I 
would  press  this  order.  The  gentleman  did  n't 
say  fraud ;  he  said  swindle.  He  has  used  the 
word  jobbery  several  times.  He  charged  d(  liber- 
ately  that  it  was  a  scheme  for  speculation,  and  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  show  it,  and  he  would 
present  the  facts  and  figures,  he  hoped,  within  a 
week.  A  week  or  two  ago  I  asked  the  gentleman 
to  present  them ;  I  wanted  them ;  1  said  I  did  not 
mean  to  advocate  any  job ;  whereupon  the  gen- 
tleman from  VVard  6  [Mr.  Crocker]  demanded 
the  facts  and  figures,  saying  they  were  due  to  the 
Council,  as  they  had  been  promised.  The  re- 
sponce  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was,  "De- 
mand of  me !  Let  him  demand  ;  he  will  get  them 
when  I  get  ready."  If  I  were  on  the  Water  Com- 
mittee 1  would  press  this  order;  1  would  have 
those  facts  and  figures.  I  propose  to  speak  to  the 
passage  of  this  order,  and  am  not  going  off  to 
speak  of  how  many  gallons  of  water  can  be  stored 
on  Charles  Ri"er.  I  am  not  very  well  versed  in 
pa'-liamentary  tactics,  but  I  know  that  any  cloud 
of  dust  raised  by  any  gentleman  here  can't  blind 
my  eyes.  I  hope  the  Council  will  pass  that  ordei.  I 
don't  want  to  have  any  tilt  with  the  gentleman,  but 
I  do  want  to  see  those  facts  and  figures.  It  may  be 
there  is  fraud.  My  not  believing  it  does  not  prove 
it  is  not  there.  But  to  make  such  charges  and 
statements  and  then  squeak  out!  I  can  spell 
squeak,  and  I  know  what  it  means.  He  says  that 
I  said  here  a  few  evenings  ago  that  he  said,  ".stu- 
pendous swindle."  I  have  the  word  fixed  in  my 
mind;  I  know  it  is  "gigantic,"  and  1  wont  give  it 
up ;  I  know  it  is  so,  and  I  wont  give  it  up.  Unless 
some  gentleman  wishes  to  speak  directly  on  the 
order  I  shall  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  did  say  that  I  should 
vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order,  but  after  the 
information  that  is  now  before  t'.ie  Council  I  cer- 
tainly cannot  vote  for  it.  It  3eems  to  me  to  baa 
very  silly  thing  to  undertake  to  bring  up  here,  if 
brought  for  the  purpose  of  investigation  in  regard 
to  the  charges  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  VVard  5.  Now,  then,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  says,  on  page  588 — 

"Members  of  the  Council  were  elected  to  act  for 
their  constituents,  and  on  their  best  judgment, 
rather  than  to  stand  by  the  Water  Registrar. 
This  ordinance  is  too  important  to  pass  hastily. 
The  subject  of  waste  was  important.  He  believed 
more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  supply  is  useless- 
ly, needlessly  wasted.  He  had  asked  the  Water 
Board  last  December  and  November  to  appoint 
inspectors,  but  they  considered  the  suggestion  of 
no  account.  They  did  not  spend  a  two-penny  to 
save  the  waste,  but  now  there  are  parties  about 
City  Hall  who  are  constantly  talking  about  the 
want  of  a  water  sujiply.  The  need  of  a  further 
source  of  supply  would  be  obviated  by  appointing 
a  board  of  competent  inspectors.  If  ever  there 
was  an  enormous  fraud  perpetrated  on  the  city  of 
Bcston  it  is  this  Sudbury-River  scheme,  and  as 
collateral  to  it  is  this  question  raised  in  the  mes- 
sage ot  his  honor  the  Mayor.  If  there  ever  was  an 
honest,  far-seeing,  honora'  le  business  man  in  the 
Mayor's  chair,  there  is  one  there  now ;  but  he 
has  been  imposed  upon." 

Now,  then,  what  is  that?  What  in  the  world  is 
that  he  has  said  ?  The  gentleman  says  here  that 
he  has  charged  no  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment with  fraud,  and  does  not  intend  any  such 
thing.  So  far,  it  is  nothing  in  the  world  but  the 
using  of  the  general  term  that  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  under  the  circumstances,  is  a  large  fraud. 
What  is  it?  It  is  characterized  in  strong  lan- 
guage as  an  imprudent,  improper  thing ;  as  a 
thing  that  in  the  light  of  the  facts  which  he  is  ar- 
guing, that  there  is  a  great  waste  of  water,  and 
if  you  exjiend  any  such  sum  for  the  Sud- 
bury scheme,  it  is  nothing  but  foisting 
upon  the  city  an  enormous  fraud.  In  that 
light,  with  my  views,  I  should  so  charac- 
terize it,  not  that  I  should  say  that  any  member 
of  this  Government  is  guilty  of  fraud  at  all.  I 
don't  believe  it;  I  know  these  gentlemen;  1  have 
a  regard  for  them.  But  this  does  not  bear  it  out ; 
it  would  not  bear  criticism  at  all.  Some  ])ortions 
of  the  language  which  follow  would  better  bear 
investigation  if  taken  alone,  but  take  the  whole, 
and  the  question  would  then  be,  if  we  should  un- 
dertake to  appoint  a  committee  of  investigation 
with  the  knowledge  we  have,  what  would  it  come 
to?  What  a  weali  and  silly  waste  of  tune  it 
would  be!  Now,  then,  there  is  a  bold  piece  of 
language,  which,  standing  by  itself,  would,  per- 
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challeii{>-e  him  to  the  combat.  Never  did  I  use 
such  words  as  ".•iwiiidle"  or  "fraud."  X  will  re- 
peat that  which  1  did  say,  and  1  aui  very  jrlad  the 
gentleman,  thf  six-footer,  from  the  liunlcer  Hill 
District,  has  discharged  hiscolumbiad  at  inc.  Yes- 
terday 1  accompanied  him,  with  the  nonora- 
ble  W3ter  Committee,  toexamiue  the  vall(;y  of  the 
Charle.^.  I  learned  something  then  which  has 
been  within  the  knowledge  of  this  committee  for 
months,  and  yet  they  have  never  given  it  to  us. 
Now,  then,  carry  this  battle  into  the  enemy's 
camp.  1  charge  here  that  import.iiit  knowledge 
has  been  held  by  ihis  committee,  and  never  piib- 
liirhed  till  within  a  few  days.  And  I  was  shown 
by  thi'  most  efficient  engineer  that  1  ever  met, 
yesterday  [Mr.  Ftely],  ami  1  learned,  and  other 
gentlemen  learned  from  him,  facts  whiidi  the  City 
(iovernmeiit  have  been  entitled  to  for  months,  in 
fact  lor  years,  lam  very  glad  that  my  worthy 
friend  from  the  Ninth  Ward  [Mr.  I'eabodyJ  has  re- 
ferred to  that  tlowage  land  along  tlie  valley  of 
the  Charles— tho.-e  storage  acres  have  al- 
ways been  denied  to  amount  to  nothing 
worthy  of , consideration  ;  and  yet,  sir,  when  I  cast 
my  eye  over  more  than  4000  acres  of  the  best  stor- 
age land  ill  the  world,  1  venture  to  say  that  4500 
acres  (that  is  the  number  given  me  by  that  engi- 
neer) can  be  used  as  a  storage  basin  along  the 
Charles;  and  yet,  sii,  all  this  knowledge  has  been 
kept— 1  will  not  say  purposely — from  us,  neverthe- 
less; and  »v hen  1  heard  yesterday,  in  company 
with  half  a  dozen  men,  at  the  invitation  of  my 
worthy  friend  [Alderman  Stebbins],  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  who  is  here  this  even- 
ing—and when  1  heard  the  expressions  of  amaze- 
ment, 1  was  only  astonished  at  the  way  this  water 
business  has  been  managed  by  that  Water  Commit- 
tee. 1  thank  my  worthy  friend,  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Water  Committee,  to 
whom,  although  diametrically  opposed  to 
him  in  this  schem«,  f  would  intrust  every 
water  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be- 
cause I  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  man,  the 
noblest  work  of  God,  and  an  intelligent  man.  I 
believe,  sir,  that  he  is  one  ot  those  able  lo  give  to 
the  people  his  views,  and  give  them  in  language 
fitting  to  be  made — not,  sir,  in  language  that  will 
stab  in  the  dark,  as  has  come  from  the  "Sword  of 
Bunker  HUl"  upon  me  tonight.  "An  individual"  ! 
I  have  his  language.  I  see  the  east  of  his  eye,  as 
I  do  General  Butler's  sometimes-,  when  he  looks 
over  toward  me.  Why,  yesterday,  did  n't  he  say 
to  me,  in  our  beautiful  ride  over  the  hUls  and  val- 
leys by  the  banks  of  the  river— why  did  n't  he  say 
to  me,  "My  friend,  tomorrow  night  I  propose  to 
stab  you,"  and  give  me  a  chance  to  quote  facts 
from  these  reports,  and  I  would  have  given 
them  back  in  a  way  that  even  Bunker  Hill 
during  the  great  Revolution  did  not  hear.  "The 
Mayor,  '  he  says- 1  need  n't  give  his  words  letter 
by  letter — "asks  for  action  upon  this  proposition; 
a  special  meeting  was  called,"  etc.  "The  question 
never  was  touched."  Who  was  at  fault?  Well, 
here  is  ''he  great  honorable  Water  Committee. 
Whose  busine.-s  was  it?  There  was  a  special 
meeting  and  they  did  not  touch  it.  Perhaps  they 
did  n't  know  how.  Perhaps  they  have  shown  as 
much  prudence  in  it  as  in  other  things.  I 
am  not  a  candidate  for  Water  Commissioner,  sir, 
and  I  do  not  live  on  Bunker  Hill.  "Now  the  gen- 
tleman," he  says,  "has  repeated  two  or  three  times 
thai  this  scheme  of  Sudbury  River  was  a  scheme 
of  fraud."  Who  has  pronounced  chose  words,  and 
when? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — If  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  I  will  tell  him.  I  read  from  page  588  of 
the  Minutes,  "If  ever  tbeie  was  an  enormous 
fraud  perpetrated  on  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  this 
Sudbuiy  River  scheme.'    There  you  have  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  is  very  good.  "Per- 
petrated on  the  city  of  Boston,"  not  Oij  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  know  speculators  in  Middlesex  County 
who  are  in  this  thing.  1  never  charged  the  City 
Government  with  anytning  corrupt;  by  no  means. 
I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  charging  corruption  ujion 
a  body  of  which  lama  member.  There  is,  or 
should  be,  honor  among  men.  Now  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  very  glad  this  subject  has  arisen.  I  am 
glad  to  meet  it.  I  am  ready  to  meet  it  now  or 
at  any  time.  But,  sir,  when  1  will  answer  I  desire 
to  answer  it  in  detaU,  letter  by  letter,  page  by 
page,  from  the  city's  own  engineer;  and  there  is  a 
providence  wliich  sometimes  shapes  our  ends,  and 
there  was  a  providence  in  the  invitation  which  I 
received  yesterday  to  visit  the  beautiful  valley  of 
the  Charles.  Why,  sir,  I  was  asked  to  go  and  see 
that  little  pond  called  Nonesuch.  1  never  heard 
of  that  pond  before  it  was  mertioned  a  week  ago. 


I  visited  it  yesterday,  in  company  with  members 
of  the  Water  Committee!  1  saw  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  ponds  of  water  that  I  ever  saw  in  my 
life,  covering  an  area  of  forty  acres,  and  with  a 
watershed  and  basin  competent  to  be  made  sev- 
enty-three acres  more,  making  nearly  103 
acres;  and  what  think  you,  sir,  was 
the  statement  made  by  the  eminent  engi- 
neer with  us?  Why,  sir,  that  pond,  from  which 
was  flowing  one  of  the  most  beautiful  brooks 
w'hich  man  ever  saw,  conveying  from  the  pond 
half  a  million  gallons  daily  of  the  purest  water 
you  ever  saw,  and  that  pond  can  be  utilized  and 
can  be  made  to  feed  one  of  the  conduits  within  a 
very  short  time,  at  an  expenditure  of  bow  much, 
sir?  Ninety-two  thousand  dollars,  while  an  ex- 
penditure in  addition  to  that  will  make  it  compe- 
tent to  furnish  a  l)illion  giillons- those  are  the 
words  and  figures  (and  figures  don't  lie),  of  the  en- 
gineer— at  an  exjienditure  of  .§210,000,  to  furnish  a 
billion  gallons  of  water,  as  pure  as  man  ever  saw. 
Fortunately,  sir,  I  hapiiened  to  take  the 
figures,  and  here  they  are.  The  large 
area  he  ijroposes  to  take,  would  hold 
seventeen  hundred  million  gallons,  and  no  pump- 
ing at  the  lake  would  then  be  required  in  a  itry 
time.  Those  were  the  exact  words  of  that  emi- 
nent engineer.  In  case  this  is  carrier'  out,  no 
pumping  at  the  lake  will  be  required  in  a  dry 
time.  That  is  all  new  to  us.  And  we  have  learned 
nothing  new,  sir,  says  Bunker  Hill ! 

Mr.  liain  of  Ward  13— Does  he  state  how  long  a 
time  this  storage  of  water  wUl  last  the  city? 

Ml-.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President  — 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order. 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Denny — The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  are  not  germain  to  the  question  under 
consideration,  and  I  would  like  to  say  in  explana- 
tion that  I  raise  the  point  in  order  to  facilitate 
business,  and  that  we  may  dispose  of  the  question 
under  consideration. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  point  of  order 
is  well  taken,  but  as  the  discussion  upon  this 
whole  subject  has  taken  a  wider  range  than  is  in 
order,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  been  al- 
lowed to  proceed.  But  as  objection  has  been 
raised,  the  gentleman  will  confine  himself  to  the 
preamble  and  order  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  simply  illustrating  my  views 
upon  the  question.  I  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  it 
by  all  narliamentary  usage  in  the  world. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  decided  the  ques- 
tion. To  discuss  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  not 
in  order,  unless  the  gentleman  wishes  to  appeal. 
The  gentleman  can  go  on  if  he  will  confine  himself 
to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  shall  take  occasion  to  say  such 
words  as  I  believe  to  be  parliamentary  under  the 
circumstances ;  and  when  I  misuse  language  I 
shall  be  subject  to  be  called  to  order,  and  not 
otherwise.  1  was  going  on  to  say  that  I  have  a 
perfect  right  to  state  every  single  question  that 
comes  under  the  head  of  this  grand  water  ques- 
tion; I  have  the  right  to  refer  to  them  directly 
and  indirectly,  nearly  or  remotely;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  will  raise  his  points 
of  order,  as  he  always  does  when  he  gets 
a  chance,  upon  me,  but  he  never  has  sus- 
tained one  yet.  Now,  sir,  with  regard  to 
the  report  upon  this  one  of  the  sources  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  take  water,  why  sir,  have 
not  I  a  right  to  refer  to  it  to  illustrate  my  point. 
There  is  not  a  parliamentarian  upon  earth  that- 

Mr.  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 
He  is  discussing  a  subject  not  before  the  Council, 
but  he  has  the  right  to  speak  to  the  pending  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  this  order,  and  now,  sir,  I  propose  to  discuss 
that  order  directly  and  not  remotely.  If  the  gen 
tlemau  from  the  Bunker  Hill  District  desires  to 
bring  me  before  the  bar  of  this  tribunal,  I  am  ready 
to  meet  him.  If  he  proposes  to  do  it  in  a  mean 
and  contemptible  manner,  let  him  doit;  I  have 
spoken  words  of  truth  and  soberness ;  while  1  have 
been  a  member  of  this  Council  and  raised  my 
voice,  but  1  do  not  propose  to  be  put  down  by 
those  in  interest  or  having  axes  to  grind.  1  have 
no  axes  to  grind.  If  I  am  to  be  brought  before 
this  tribunal  I  am  ready.  1  have  got  the  people  be- 
hind me,  and  they  will  "stand  by  me  in  plaiujAnglo- 
Saxon  language.  I  may  be  tiiesoine  to  many.  I 
know  I  am  to  every  fneiid  of  the  Sudbury  scheme, 
but  by  the  people  of  common  sense,  and  before 
the  bar  of  common  sense,  the  few  feeble  remarks 
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I  make  here  I  think  are  appreciated.  I  am  under- 
taking to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  for  the  city's  in- 
terest', and  if  i  discuss  this  matter  with  ardor,  I  do 
it  with  honest  intentions.  1  do  not  propose  to  bring 
up  every  man  here  because  he  happens  to 
be  desirous  ot  a  place  on  the  Water  Commis- 
sion—thank God,  that  cannot  be  got  out  of 
this  Council  this  year,  not  for  any  one  m  favor  of 
this  scheme.  I  stand  here  for  the  taxpayers,  the 
men  who  have  got  these  bills  to  pay.  And  then, 
sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  order,  if 
it  IS  not  a  discourteous  order  to  bring  'jefore  this 
honorable  body.  I  am  in  favor  of  an  abundant 
supply  of  water,  but  if  .t  can  be  obtained  for  two 
million  dollars  I  do  not  want  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions expended  for  it;  if  for  five  or  six  miUions,  I 
don't  want  eight  millions  expended  tor  it.  Now, 
from  the  plans  which  have  come  to  me  within  a 
few  days  and  if  that  information  which  is  entirely 
new  to  most  of  us  is  correct — and  they  liearmy  lan- 
guage now  and  know  whether  or  not  we  have  re- 
ceived valuable  information.  Ibelieve  taatabetter 
and  less  expensive  scheme  than  the  Cliailes  or  Sud- 
buiy  River  can  be  obtained.  I  have  not  yet  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessary  to  take 
Charles  River,  but  if  the  information  that  has 
reached  us  within  a  few  days  is  not  sufficient, 
then,  sir,  I  say  let  us  so  and  ask  the  Legislature 
to  grant  us  authority  to  take  Charles  River  as  the 
next  best  plan.  I  am  opposed — I  have  not  said  it 
in  the  dark;  I  have  not  undertaken  to  say  it  be- 
hind people's  backs;  1  have  said  It  openly,  fairly 
and  squarely  that  1  am  opposed  in  toto— to  toe 
Sudbury  scheme,  as  one  which  I  do  not  believe 
approves  itself  to  the  people.  1  have  said 
that  the  direct  and  remote  damages  are  such 
as  the  city  of  Boston  will  not  for  many  years  re- 
cover from.  I  think  they  will  be  enormous.  Al- 
though I  heartily  approve  the  offer  made  by  Ctcu- 
eral  Butler,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  probed  from 
top  to  bottom  before  we  accept  any  such  plan.  I 
believe  we  are  all  endeavoring  to  do  that  which  is 
best  for  the  city's  interest.  Even  my  friend  from 
Bunker  Hill,  who  would  stab  me  in  the  dark,  is  in 
favor  of  an  abundant  and  economical  supply  of 
water.  But,  sir,  travelling  all  a^ong,  and  enjoying 
with  him  the  beautiful  scenery  of  lake,  hill 
and  valley  and  river,  I  only  wonder— could  n't 
he  have  said,  "Were  you  not  mistaken  in 
your  tirade  against  the  Sudbury  scheme?" 
No  intimation  that  I  was  to  be  picked  out.  He 
did  not  call  me  by  name.  Oh,  no,  of  course  not. 
"Scheme  of  fraud!"  I  charged  him  with  no  fraud, 
I  have  too  much  respect  for  him,  I  have  too  much 
respect  tor  the  land  he  is  from.  He  is  from  the 
Old  Colony.  His  fathers  and  mine  landed  on 
Plymouth  Rock  together  250  years  ago.  I  re- 
spect him,  towering  above  me  as  he  does  not 
only  in  proportions  of  length,  but  in  other  pro 
portions  which  go  to  make  a  man  full  of  brain, 
life,  honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose,  good  judg- 
ment. But  I  have  a  right  to  use  my  brain  as  much 
as  he.  I  have  the  same  right  to  express  my 
opinions  as  he  has.  I  am  elected  here  to  express 
my  opinions  upon  the  various  matters 
brought  before  us,  and  if  I  do  it  very 
plainly,  as  I  know  I  do  it  honestly,  I 
am  not  to  be  brought  before  the  Council 
for  words  which  in  the  warmth  and  fervor  of  de- 
bate I  may  use.  I  attribute  no  fraud  to  him,  but  I 
shall  always  choose  to  use  such  language  as  I  be- 
lieve to  be  proper  and  right.  If  I  am  to  be  tried 
here,  I  desire  to  be  tried  now,  unprepared,  with 
the  documents  before  me.  I  have  substantiated 
every  statement  I  have  made.  I  have  never 
charged  fraud  upon  any  member  of  this  City  (Gov- 
ernment, nor  do  I  propose  to  do  so.  But  I  do  pio- 
pose  to  argue  from  my  own  standpoint  withtbe 
tongue  God  has  given  me,  and  I  do  propose  to 
bring  forward  such  views  as  I  believe  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— That  order,  if  I  under- 
stand its  reading  correctly,  is  general  in  its  terms. 
It  does  not  point  to  any  individual,  though  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  seems  to  think  it  does.  I 
think  it  does,  too.  The  gentlema  fromWaid5 
said  that  a  gigantic  swindle  was  being  peipe- 
trated,  not  by  the  city,  but  upon  the  city. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  rise  to  say  distinctly 
that  I  never  used  those  words. 

Mr.  West— The  gentleman  did  say  that  a  gigan- 
tic swindle  was  being  perpetrated  upon  the  city. 
My  memory  is  just  as  good  as  his,  but  I  don't  de- 
sire to  enter  into  a  personal  altercation.  I 
know  what  "gigantic  swindle"  means.  He 
said,  furthermore,  that  the  Mayor,  for  whom 
he  had  the  highest  respect  —  good,  honest 
soul  —  "had     been     imposed      upon."        It     is 


sufficieut  to  remember  that  he  said  the 
Mayor  "had  been  imposed  upon."  I  don't  believe 
his'  honor  the  Mayor  is  so  easily  imposed  upon. 
If  I  were  ;  member  of  the  Water  Committee  I 
would  press  this  order.  The  gentleman  did  n't 
say  fraud;  he  said  swindle.  He  has  used  the 
word  jobbery  several  times.  He  charged  d(  liber- 
ately  that  it  was  a  scLeme  for  speculation,  and  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  show  it,  and  he  would 
present  the  facts  and  figures,  he  hoped,  within  a 
week.  A  week  or  two  ago  I  asked  the  gentleman 
to  present  them  ;  I  wanted  them ;  I  said  I  did  not 
mean  to  advocate  any  job;  whereupon  the  gen- 
tleman from  vVard  6  [Mr.  Crocker]  demanded 
the  facts  and  figures,  saying  they  were  due  to  the 
Council,  as  they  had  been  promised.  The  re- 
sponse of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was,  "De- 
mand of  me  !  Let  him  demand ;  he  will  get  them 
when  I  get  ready."  If  I  were  on  the  W^ater  Com- 
mittee 1  would  "press  this  order;  1  would  have 
those  facts  and  figures.  I  propose  to  speak  to  the 
passage  of  this  order,  and  am  not  going  off  to 
speak  of  how  many  gallons  of  water  can  be  stored 
on  Charles  Ri'^er.  lam  not  very  well  versed  in 
pa'^liamentary  tactics,  but  I  know  that  any  cloud 
of  dust  raised  by  any  gentleman  here  can't  blind 
my  eyes.  I  hope  the  Council  will  pass  that  order.  I 
don't  want  to  have  any  tilt  with  the  gentleman,  but 
I  do  want  to  see  those  facts  and  figures.  It  may  be 
there  is  fraud.  My  not  believing  it  does  not  prove 
it  is  not  there.  But  to  make  such  charges  and 
statements  and  then  squeak  out!  I  can  spell 
squeak,  and  I  know  what  it  means.  He  says  that 
I  said  here  a  few  evenings  ago  that  he  said,  "stu- 
pendous swindle."  I  have  the  word  fixed  in  my 
mind;  I  know  it  is  "gigantic,"  and  I  wont  give  it 
up ;  1  know  it  is  so,  and  I  wont  give  it  up.  Unless 
some  gentleman  wishes  to  speak  directly  on  the 
order  I  shall  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  did  say  that  I  should 
vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order,  but  after  the 
information  that  is  now  before  t'.ie  Council  I  cer- 
tainly cannot  vote  for  it.  It  .seems  to  me  to  ba  a 
very  silly  thing  to  undertake  to  bring  up  here,  if 
brought  for  the  purpose  of  investigation  in  regard 
to  the  charges  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5.  Now,  then,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  says,  on  page  588 — 

"Members  of  the  Council  were  elected  to  act  for 
their  constituents,  and  on  their  best  judgment, 
rather  than  to  stand  by  the  Water  Registrar. 
This  ordinance  is  too  important  to  pass  hastily. 
The  subject  of  waste  was  important.  He  believed 
more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  supply  is  useless- 
ly, needlessly  wastea.  He  had  asked  the  Water 
Board  last  December  and  November  to  appoint 
inspectors,  but  they  considered  the  suggestion  of 
no  account.  They  did  not  spend  a  two-penny  to 
save  the  waste,  but  now  there  are  parties  about 
City  Hall  who  are  constantly  talking  about  the 
want  of  a  water  supply.  The  need  of  a  further 
source  of  supply  would  be  obviated  by  appointing 
a  board  of  competent  inspectors.  If  ever  there 
was  an  enormous  fraud  perpetrated  on  the  city  of 
Boston  it  is  this  Sudbury-River  scheme,  and  as 
collateral  to  it  is  this  question  raised  hi  the  mes- 
sage ot  his  honor  the  Mayor.  If  there  ever  was  an 
honest,  far-seeing,  honora'  le  business  man  in  the 
Mayor's  chair,  there  is  one  there  now ;  but  he 
has  been  imposed  upon." 

Now,  then,  what  is  that?  What  in  the  world  is 
that  he  has  said  ?  The  gentleman  says  here  that 
he  has  charged  no  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment with  fraud,  and  does  not  intend  any  such 
thing.  So  far,  it  is  nothing  in  the  world  but  the 
using  of  the  general  term  that  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  under  the  circumstances,  is  a  large  fraud. 
What  is  it?  It  is  characterized  in  strong  lan- 
guage as  an  imprudent,  imisroper  thing;  as  a 
thing  that  in  tlie  light  of  the  facts  which  he  is  ar- 
guing, that  there  is  a  great  waste  of  water,  and 
if  you  expend  any  such  sum  for  the  Sud- 
bury scheme,  it  is  nothing  but  foisting 
upon  the  city  an  enormous  fraud.  In  that 
light,  with  my  views,  I  should  so  charac- 
terize it,  not  that  I  should  say  that  any  member 
of  this  Government  is  guilty  of  fraud  at  all.  I 
don't  believe  it;  I  know  these  gentlemen;  I  have 
a  regard  for  them.  But  this  does  not  bear  it  (mt ; 
it  would  not  bear  criticism  at  all.  Some  jiortions 
of  the  language  which  follow  would  better  bear 
investigation  if  taken  alone,  but  take  the  whole, 
and  the  question  would  then  be,  if  we  should  un- 
dertake to  appoint  a  committee  of  investigation 
with  th6  knowledge  we  have,  what  would  it  come 
to?  What  a  weal;  and  silly  waste  of  time  it 
would  be!  Now,  then,  there  is  a  bold  piece  of 
language,  which,  standing  by  itself,  would,  per- 
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haps,  bear  investig'ation,  because  it  says  the 
scheme  itself  is  one  of  speculation  "msiiie  and 
outside."  Now  take  that  and  his  statement  that  he 
nevei'  intended  to  make  a  charge  against  any 
member  of  the  City  Council,  and  take  that  lan- 
guage alone,  and  it  niight  bear  au  interpretation 
that  tlie  scdieme  and  those  connected  with  or  car- 
rying out  the  scheme  were  guilty  of  fraud,  and 
therefore  might  be  a  proper  subject  for  investiga- 
tion. But  take  the  whole  thing  through,  and  it 
does  not  seem  tome  to  justify  any  such  conclu- 
sion.   Here  is  anotlier  passage: 

"Tlie  speaker  said  this  not  in  the  haste  Of  de- 
bate, but  upon  clear  retlection.  He  believed  that 
the  scheme  ot  tunnelling  that  nill  was  an  extrav- 
agant scheme  for  a  water  supply  which  it  is  now 
being  attempted  to  foist  upon  the  city.  Inside 
and  on  top  of  it  there  are  speculators  who  are 
hounu  to  filch  che  city  treasury.  This  proposition 
tor  us  to  consider  coiiies  rightfully  from  his  honor 
the  Mayor,  and  he  honored  him  for  the  feeling 
which  inspired  the  message.  But  the  scheme  it- 
self is  nothing-  else  than  a  speculation,  and  before 
another  week  shall  have  passed  away  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  reveal  the  facts  as  they  are.  The  city 
should  not  be  humbugged  by  speculators  if  his 
humble  \oU:e  can  be  raised  in  protest  against  it. 
If  the  suggestion  ot  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
is  carrieu  out,  the  best  interests  of  the  people  will 
be  subserved.  So  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  he  would  raise  his  voice  against  such 
schemes  for  speculation  as  the  Sudbury  River 
and  such  collateral  ju'ojects  as  this  tunnel." 

Now  he  says  there  are  speculators  about;  and, 
although  the  language  is  strong,  yet  in  the  light 
of  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  now,  it  is  clear 
that  it  comes  within  the  category  ot  speculations 
that  the  ceutleman  from  Ward  21  says  always  be- 
long to  every  scheme.  He  says  that  the  charge  of 
speculation  was  general.  The  question  heie  is, 
and  the  foundation  for  the  investigation  is,whether 
there  is,  on  the  whole,  with  a  tkiv  construction 
of  the  words,  and  especially  in  the  light  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  here  —  whether 
there  is  any  more  than  a  statement  that 
this  thing  is  urged  by  people  who  are  to 
be  benefited  and  largely  benefited,  and  bring- 
ing it  within  the  category  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  fioin  the'  Bunker  Hill  Distnct,  who 
says  they  belong  to  every  scheme,  and  if  only 
that,  he  should  not  ask  for  an  investigation.  It 
seems  to  me.  the  only  construction  to  be  put  upon 
it  is  that.  The  gentleman  says  he  don't  mean  to 
charge  any  member  of  this  Council  with  fraud. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  never  hear  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  speak  without  increased  respect  for 
the  legal  profession,  and  I  think  what  a  tine  thing 
it  is  when  you  are  upon  your  feet  to  be  able  to  use 
words  in  just  the  form  that  you  want  to  put  them. 
It  is  an  immense  thing  to  do,  and  the  legal  pro- 
fession have  an  immense  advantage  over  us.  I 
simply  want  to  say  one  word.  I  introduced 
this  order,  not  that  I  wanted  to  influence 
the  water  question,  not  that  I  am  bellig- 
erent, for  I  am  one  of  the  most  quiet 
persons  that  ever  lived.  But  I  feel  that  we  have 
been  wronged,  and  it  is  for  the  Council  to  say 
whether  we  have.  I  did  not  refer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  in  so  many  words  ;  but  we  all 
know  that  he  is  the  person.  I  nave  couched  the 
order  in  respectful  terms,  and  in  the  remarks  I 
made  I  have  said  nothing  wrong.  I  have  not 
charged  that  anything  said  here  has  tended 
to  implicate  the  committee  in  fraud.  No 
man  in  his  senses  believes  that.  Neither  do 
we  rely  upon  anything  said  at  any  one  meet-  • 
ing.  But  throughout  this  entire  year  this  cry  of 
fraud  and  jobbery  has  been  made,  until  it  is  time 
something  should  be  said.  If  the  Council  don't 
think  so,  I  do  not  care. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  read  from  the  proceedings  of  only  one 
meeting.  I  would  like  to  call  his  attention  to 
page  620,  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting.  I 
hope  this  order  will  pass  and  that  we  shall  have 
this  investigating  committee,  as  desired  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21.  On  page  620,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  says— 

"Because  my  friend  from  Ward  16  does  not 
know  that  there  ate  no  jobs  in  the  Sudbury 
scheme  does  not  prove  that  there  are  none.  I 
come  here  to  state  what  I  know,  and  I  say  there  are 
schemes  of  speculation  in  it,  and  have  been  from 
the  beginning." 

On  the  same  page,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16 
[Mr.  West],  said— 

"If  there  are  jobs  in  that  or  Charles  River  I 
don't  propose  to  go  for  either.    Now  the  gentle- 


man from  Ward  5  said,  a  few  weeks  ago,  that 
there  was  a  gigantic  swindle  in  this  Sudbury 
River  scheme,  and  he  promised  to  give  us  the  facts 
and  figures.   1  hope  he  is  able  to  give  them  to  us." 

And  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  replied — 

"He  is." 

Further  down  on  the  same  page,  in  reply  to  a 
remark  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Crocker]  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  says— 

"I  hoi)e  the  gentleman  from  Ward  G  will  de- 
mand an  investigatii:g  comiuittee,  and  d(  mand  of 
the  gentleman  from  \\  ard  y  these  facts,  and  when 
the  genileman  from  Ward  5  gess  ready  he  will 
give  tliem,  and  more  th;in  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  ever  had  the  biain  to  conceive  of." 

Now,  .Mr.  President,  in  view  of  all  that  has  been 
said  heretofore  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  in 
regartl  to  the  Sudbury  scheme — the  distinct  state- 
ment that  rnere  is  something  wrong  connected 
with  it;  the  calling  of  it  a  swindle,  specula- 
tion, jobbery,  or  whatever  you  wUl,  with 
out  reflecting  upon  the  Water  Committee  or 
any  one  m  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
or  any  citizen  of  the  city,  I  hope  that  this  order 
will  pass,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  fuU  investiga- 
tion, so  that  whether  we  di'-cover  any  fraud  in 
this  Sudbury  sclieme  or  not,  the  effect  shall  be 
good  upon  any  other  scheme ;  so  that  no  person 
here  jfter  will  attempt,  whenever  we  try  to  get  a 
supply  of  water  from  any  source,  to  form  any  plan 
for  def lauding  the  city,  knowing  that  under  the 
guidam  e  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  the  mat 
ter  will  be  unearthed,  and  a  committee  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  facts  and  details.  I 
hope,  Mr.  President,  that  we  shall  pass  the  order. 

Mr.  Terkins  of  Ward  16 — I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  want  the  privilege  of 
saying  a  word,  bv  unanimous  consent  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

The  President — The  gentleman  can  give  a  rea- 
son why  the  main  question  shad  or  shall  not  be 
put. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  will  reread  what  has  been 
once  read  to  the  Councd,  because  an 
honorable  member  has  expressed  a  wish 
to  me  that  I  would  repeat  that  which  I 
said.  And  here  I  am  with  Tray,  Blanche 
and  all  the  other  dogs  pitted  against  me.  But 
they  cannot  intimidate  me.  I  cannot  be  intimi- 
dated by  such  doggerel.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
want  the  mairi  question  put  now,  because  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  never  used  the  words  "gigantic  swin- 
dle" which  have  been  attributed  to  me.  I  never 
used  those  words.  Now  let  me  read  from  page 
528;  [Mr.  Shaw  read  a  part  of  the  second  para- 
graph quoted  by  Mr.  Dean,  beginning  "Inside  and 
on  top  of  it  are  speculators,"  etc.]  Now,  sir,  they 
have  filched  the  city  treasury  within  three  days. 
A  speculator  on  top  of  that  mountain  has,  as  I  am 
informed,  received  pay  for  that  speculation.  I 
was  informed  this  very  day  that  that  speculator 
had  received  from  the  Water  Board  his  pay.  Spec- 
ulators !  did  n't  they  stop  the  contractors  from  their 
work?  Was  not  an  injunction  or  -'omething  of 
that  legal  nature  placed  there?  I  don't  want  the 
previous  question  now,  because  I  want  the  facts 
to  be  known.  I  was  informed  that  the  Water 
Board  had  settled  with  the  speculator  today. 
Speculation,  is  it?  Gigantic  swindle,  is  it?  My 
friend  brings  it  up  here,  and  now  I  will  say  to 
the  worthy  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  that  I 
have  never  charged  a  member  of  this  City  Gov- 
ernment with  corruption  of  any  kind.  Such  words 
or  language  cannot  be  found.  Am  I  to  be  brought 
before  this  tribunal  to  be  tried  for  words  which 
have  their  proper  application  in  fact?  Is  that  the 
way,  sir,  that  I  am  to  be  trod  into  the  gutter  and 
•ontumely  heaped  upon  me?  God  knows  that  I 
come  here  with  an  honest  purpose,  and  while  I  am 
here  I  will  act  and  speak  with  an  honest  purpose, 
even  though  it  be  my  death  blow.  Heap  contume- 
ly upon  me  by  young  lawyers,  whose  books  and 
writings  I  had  the  honor  to  examine  at  Harvard 
College  whUe  on  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Overseers,  and  who  are  young  members 
of  this  Council  today.  Talk  to  me  and  teach  me 
common  sense !  I  am  a  man,  sir.  and  you  may 
bring  down  all  your  contumely  upon  me'  that  can 
be  raised  by  Ward  6  and  the  Bunker  Hill  District. 
Then,  sir,  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not  be 
calleduntil  the  proper  time. 
The  main  question  was  ordered. 
On  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading,  Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading — yeas 
S6,  nays  7. 


NOVEMBER      19,       1874. 
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Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce, 
Bleiler,  Boardman,Brackett,  Blown,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess. Caton,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker,  Cudworth, 
Cushman,  Dacey  Davis,  Day,  Denny,  Flatley, 
Flynn,  Fuller,  Goldth wait,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Page, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam, 
Russell,  Sbaw,  Sibley,  Smitb,  Sprague,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
"West,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward — 56. 

Nays — Messrs.  Butler,  Crowley,  Dean,  Jennings, 
Loringj  Martin,  Noyes— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Har- 
rington, Hine,  Hunnewell,  Long,  McCarty,  Minot, 
Weston,  Willcuit— 10. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7  moved  that  tlie  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  that  motion  will 
•not  prevail.  I  tnink  the  spirit  of  the  Council  has 
been  shown  clearly  by  the  vote  just  taken,  that 
an  investigation  should  take  place.  The  benefit  of 
having  an  investigation  will  oe  to  meet  itiJiompt- 
ly.  This  matter  has  been  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  a  whole  year;  the 
discussions  have  been  read  and  the  charges 
of  fraud  and  corruptioo  have  been  made 
tlHoughout  the  year  and  they  have,  of  course, 
been  noticed  by  the  citizens,  an  :  it  is  cleai  that 
they  must  have  had  a  great  deal  of  influence  in 
discussing  this  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Council  should  be  set  right  on  this  matter.  If 
there  is  corruption  let  it  be  known,  that  this  Coun- 
cil may  be  relieved  of  the  stain  upon  its  honor  in 
submitting  to  these  charges  duiiiig  the  whole 
year,  and  let  the  Council  be  vindicated  soon.  I 
hope  the  order  will  not  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
an  investigation  will  be  entered  into  soon. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  desire  to  say  that  the 
settlement  with  a  speculator,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  alluded  to  as  having  been  made, 
was  a  settlement  with  a  aentle'iian  who  asked 
$3000  IS  a  speculator,  but  when  he  came  to  deal 
with  honest  men,  such  as  the  members  of  the 
Water  Board  and  committee,  he  accepted  $1500, 
which  is  a  very  good  trade  for  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  cannot  believe  that 
the  Committee  on  Water  or  the  Water  Board 
earnestly  desire  the  passage  of  this  order  for  an 
investigation.  I  theiefore  hope  that  no  further 
time  be  taken  >ip  in  considering  the  matter,  but 
that  it  will  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — This  Council  knows  as 
much  now  as  it  ever  can  know  upon  the  subject; 
all  the  facts  are  before  the  Council  today.  It  ap- 
pears now,  after  all  the  debate,  that  the  only 
charge  was  in  regard  to  speculations  that  were 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  who  moved  for  this 
investigation,  and  which  are  likely  to  occur  in  any 
scheme.  The  gen  leman  from  Ward  16  [Mr. 
West]  spoke  of  some  kinds  of  s-peculations  that 
accompanied  everything  the  city  did.  The  charge 
of  enormous  fraud  was  in  reference  to  the 
great  expense.  It  is  utterly  impossible  in  the 
nature  of  things,  after  what  has  taken  place  here, 
and  the  disclaimei-  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  and  with  the  statement  that  he  never  had 
charged  a  member  of  the  City  Government  with 
fraud,  and  all  there  is  of  it  is  that  certain  parties 
are  trying  to  reap  benefit  from  it  by  purchasing 
lands  or  gaining  contract-;.  If  you  appoint  an 
inves: igation  it  will  drop  stillborn.  You  cannot 
state  any  more  than  has  been  stateil  here  today, 
and  we  should  not  attempt  to  pass  an  order  that 
will  prove  to  h^  :>  very  foolish  thing. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  hesitate  In  its  action  upon  this  order.  The 
fact  that  <"here  is  so  much  squirming  and  shrink- 
ing from  this  investigation  shows  that  there  is 
something  behind  that  will  be  of  value  to  this 
Council.  We  are  not  such  fools  as  to  be  made  to 
believe  that  we  have  heard  nothing  about  fraud 
and  corruption  connected  with  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  or  that  it  can  be  explained  away  by  a  few 
si  phistical  words  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  We  all  know  this  scheme  has  been  stigmatized 
as  a  frauii  and  speculation;  we  know  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  has  challenged  an  iuvestiara- 
tion  into  his  language.  We  slinll  be  wanting  in 
self-respect  to  let  it  drop  stillborn.  Gentlemen 
rise  here,  night  after  night,  and  use  language 
which  may  or  may  not  mean  anything,  and  if  they 
do  it  is  our  duty  to  investigate  it ;  and  if  they 
mean  nothing  it  is  time  we  should  know  it.  It  is 
time  to  have  an  investigating  committee,  and  let 
them  make  a  report,  and  1  t  the  responsibility 
fall  wher;  it  belongs.  I  think  we  shall  have  no 
need  of  so  using  up  the  time  of  this  Council  in 


frivolous  talk,  which  I  stigmatize  as  a  disgrace  to 
any  body. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  hope  the  order  will  not 
lie  on  the  table.  I  feel  personally  that  I  am  rest- 
ing under  a  charge,  not  of  being  a  swindler,  but 
that  I  have  been  an  advocate  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  Although  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  that  in  all  its  details  that  scheme  has  been 
overthrown,  I  don't  believe  it  has.  It  has  not,  in 
my  mind.  But  that  is  not  the  question.  I  feel 
that  I  am  resting  under  the  charge  of  having  im- 
positions practised  upon  me,  and  I  don't  choose 
to  rest  under  that  imputation  quietly.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed  tonight,  and  if  there  is  any- 
thing in  it  let  us  know  it. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — I  hope  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table  will  not  prev  lil.  I  believe  it  is 
due  to  the  Water  Board  and  Committee,  and  to 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  that  all  the  facts  in  this 
case  should  be  investigated,  that  it  be  done 
promptly,  and  that  we  should  get  a  report  as  early 
as  possible.  For  one,  I  should  like  to  have  a  little 
light  upon  this  subject  before  the  city  election, 
and  see  whether  there  is  any  speculation  in  these 
schemes.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  says  he 
has  all  the  facts.  He  said  a  few  weeks  since  that 
before  another  week  he  hoped  to  reveal  all  the 
facts.  That  week  has  passed,  and  two  weeks 
more.  I  hope  that  if  he  knows  of  any  fraud  he 
will  give  us  the  facts. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  will  pass.  We  have  already  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time,  and  I  think  we  have  thorough- 
ly ventilated  this  matter.  I  don't  think  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  thinks  that  an  investigation 
can  show  any  fraud  whatever.  The  ventilation  to- 
night of  words  spoken  in  the  heat  of  debate  is  suf- 
ficient. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Can  I  ask  the  privilege  of 
saying  a  single  word  here  ? 

The  President— By  the  rule  of  the  Council  the 
time  allowed  for  debate  has  expired.  If  no  one 
objects — 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  object. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  object. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  supposed  he  would  ob- 
ject. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  question 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  order  that  the  gen- 
tleman may  have  an  opportunity  to  speak. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  hope  the  question  may  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  because  I  want  to  allow  my  young 
and  virtuous  friend  from  the  Highlands  once  more 
to  brandish  his  feeble  dagger  at  me.  My  case  is 
abundantly  made  out  by  the  admission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Island  Ward  [Mr.  Pease],  and  I 
want  to  call  attention  to  his  statement,  which 
proves  my  whole  case.  [Mr.  Shaw  re-read  the 
paragraph  previously  quoted  by  him.]  Here  is  one 
of  the  facts  of  the  speculation  admitted.  It  is 
that  a  speculator  on  top  of  that  hill  had  gobbled 
up  the  land,  and  stopped  work  there,  and  de- 
manded $3000,  and  they  settled  with  him  for  $1500. 
That  admission  is  too  much.  It  covers  in  princi- 
ple the  whole  of  my  case.  Now  let  my  astute 
young  friends  put  that  in  their  pipes  and  smoke 
it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  rise  to  a  point  of  or- 
der. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Putnam— The  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  are  not  germane  to  the  question. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  point  of  older 
is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  hope  the  yeas  and  nays  will  be  or- 
dered. I  am  glad  the  fact  which  covers  my  case 
has  been  stated,  that  a  speculator  on  the  top  of 
that  mountain  demanded  $3000  and  the  honorable 
committee  settled  with  him  for  $1500. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  were  not  ordered.  The  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed  and  sent  up.  Subsequently  the  President 
appointed  Messrs.  Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Loring 
of  Ward  12,  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6  as  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Council.  The  President 
stated  that  he  had  by  request  departed  from  the 
usual  custom  of  appointing  the  gentleman  who  of- 
fered the  order. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Shaw— That  i^  the  unkindest  cut  of  all.  But 
I  expected  nothing  better  from  Bunker  Hill,  after 
what  has  been  said. 

Mr.  Kent— I  withdraw  the  motion. 

FAST  DRIVING   IX  THE  STREETS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  half-past  eight  was  taken  up, 
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namely  ,-ainendnient  to  the  "ordinance"  passed 
for  eoncnnence  by  this  Coiuicil  on  the  29th  ult., 
"to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  htreets,"  so 
as  to  fix  tlie  rate  of  speed  at  twelve  instead  of 
ten  miles  an  hour  in  Wards  IG,  17  and  I'J.  The 
question   W-AH  on   concurrence  in  the  anieiidmcnt. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  ji'cntlcman  from  Ward  19 
[Mr.  HunnewcU],  who  is  absent,  would  have  said, 
had  he  been  present,  that  the  amendment  did  not 
meet  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  he  hoped 
it  woul.l  not  puss. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  believed  the  constituents  of 
the  p;enti(:man  referreil  to  are  in  Brookline,  and 
that  he  was  not  rij^htfully  a  nibmber  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  opposed  the  amendment. 
He  moved  to  further  postpone,  and  assign  it  for 
the  next  meeting,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock.  He 
thought  the  hour  too  late  for  discuss-on. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost — 27  for,  34 
against. 

Mr.  Putnam  favored  adhering  to  the  original 
vote  of  the  Council.  He  had  talked  with  many 
persons  in  the  outlying  ward:,  who  did  not  approve 
of  the  amendment.  Another  objection  was  that 
he  did  not  believe  in  passing  a  law  which  was  not 
applicable  to  all  sections  of  the  citv  alike. 

Mr.  Willvutt  of  Ward  17  fully  agreed  with  the 
last  speaker.  As  at  present  constituted,  the  ordi- 
nance provides  a  saie  rate  of  speed.  Driving  at 
the  rate  proposed  would  te  dangerous  to  ladies 
who  drive  alone  and  to  children  on  the  street. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  West  thought  ten  miles  a  safe  rate,  though 
if  he  had  a  horse  which  could  n't  go  faster  than 
that  he  would  sell  him.  They  ought  to  legalize 
only  such  a  high  rate  as  would  be  safe. 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  subject  had  been  fully  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who 
fixed  the  rate  at  ten  miles,  thinking  that  as  fast 
as  the  interest  of  the  people  would  permit. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  amendment— 34  for, 
29  against. 

PROPOSED  NEW  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
so  that  the  members  of  said  board  shall  consist  of 
a  president,  to  be  nominated  by  the  Mayor  and 
appointed  by  the  City  Council,  to  serve  for  a  term 


of  three  vears ;  two  citizens  at  large,  to  be  elected 
by  the  City  Council  for  a  term  of  two  years  each ; 
onemem.ierof  the  Board  of  AMermec,  and  one 
inendjer  of  the  Connnon  Council,  to  be  elected  an- 
nually by  the  City  Council,  the  president  to  re- 
ceive such  compensation  for  his  services  as  the 
City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine, 
an(l  the  other  memliers  on  said  board  to  serve 
without  compensation. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Danny,  the  ordinance 
was  am.nde  I  by  Mr.  Dean,  liy inserting  "to  con- 
sitler  the  expedienc  ;ot  reporting"";  and  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  by  substituting  "con- 
firmed" for  "appointed." 

Mr.  West  desired  time  to  ascertain  what  provi- 
sion the  new  city  chaiter  made  for  the  "Water 
Board,  and  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  explaiiieti  the  order  at  some  length, 
advocating:  the  necessitj'  of  reorganizing  the  Water 
Board,  andialluding  to  the  defeat  of  the  ordinance 
to  establish  the  Boston  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Pease  ;-aul  that  ordinance  was  defeated  on 
account  of  a  technical  defect  in  the  law. 

Mr.  Dean  consented  that  the  order  should  lie 
over  in  ordei  that  members  might  look  into  it,  and 
the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DRAINAGE  OF    MVSTIC  BASIN. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  T  hat  the  .Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  consider  and  repoit  upon 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  to  procure  bonds  for  the  conveyance  to  the 
city  of  lands  upon  which  to  construct'storage  res- 
ervoirs, and  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
report  to  either  branch. 

Read  twice  after  an  explanation  by  Mr.  Kent — 
who  said  it  was  offered  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board— and  passed 
and  sent  up. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward 
1,  City  Document  94  was  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  flies  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water. 

Mr.JNoyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  when  the  Coun- 
cil adjourn  it  be  to  next  Tuesday  evening.  An 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Biackett  was  adopted, 
and  it  was  voted  that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it 
be  to  Friaay  evening  of  next  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  Friday  even- 
ing, Nov.  27,  at  71/2  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldeimen, 

NOVEMBER    ^3,    lb74. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Four  j;rand  jurors  were  di'awn  for  the  December 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  and  ten 
additional  traverse  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court, 
second  session,  October  term. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Promotion  in  the  Police  Department— John  H. 
Laskey  for  sergeant  at  Station  2. 

Special  Police  Officer— Charles  W.  Lingley,  for 
Bennington  and  Marion  streets  and  the  vicinity. 

Police  Officer— Albion  Adams. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  jjart  of  the 
Board.  P.  Havey,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Dudley  avenue.  Ward  17. 

John  O'Hare,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  three  horses  nn  Kuovvlton  street.  Ward  12. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
stable  100  additional  horses  on  Bartlett  street, 
Ward  14. 

Benevolent  Fraternity  of  churches,  remonstrance 
against  the  erection  of  a  stable  on  Dorchester 
avenue  near  their  chapel. 

James  Laughlin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
btable  for  eight  horses  on  Pearl  street.  No.  29, 
*Ward  21. 

J.  H.Wigglesworth,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  additional  horses  on  Fifth  street, 
near  O  street. 

Yeaton  Jenness,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Marcella  street.  No.  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lavfix)s.  Leander  H.  Jones 
et  al.,  that  Foundry  street  be  lighted  with  gas. 

Charles  H.  Pinkham  et  at.,  for  street  limps  on 
Buttonwood  street.  Ward  16. 

Robert  Swan  et  al.,  for  a  lamp  on  Winter  street. 
Ward  16,  near  Prescott  street. 

To  the  Comm.ittee  on  Sewers.  Zircon  Soap  Com- 
pany et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Kemble  street. 

To  the  Coinmittee  on  Paving.  William  R.  Cav- 
anagh,for  leave  to  close  Taylor  street  (Ward  16) 
to  public  travel  for  one  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
straightening  a  building.  [Referred  with  full 
power.] 

Sarah  Contry  et  al.,  for  grade  damages  at  426 
and  430  Saratoga  street. 

To  the  Com.mittee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Bridget  Kelly,  to  be  paid  for  land  dam- 
ages in  East  Lenox-street  extension. 

Martin  Lennon,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  in 
1867  to  widen  Davis  street,  now  Albany  street. 

HEARING  ON  PROPOSED  LAYING  OF  ADDITIONAL 
RAILROAD  TRACKS  ON  WASHINGTON  AND  OTHER 
STREETS. 

The  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track  in  Wash- 
ington street  from  Boylston  to  Milk  street,  and  in 
Milk  street,  through  Hawley,  or  Arch  street,  to 
Summer  street,  was  consiilered  on  an  order  of  no- 
tice for  a  hearing  to  all  parties. 

Hon.  Harvey  Jewell,  counsel  for  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  presented  a  petition  in  aid  of  the 
petition  of  that  road,  signed  by  the  proprietors 
and  representatives  of  the  Boston  and  Globe 
theatres  and  the  Music  Hall,  and  many  others 
doing  business  in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Jewell  re- 
ferred to  the  order  of  the  Board  directing  the 
('ommittee  on  Paving  to  make  inquiries  relative 
to  the  running  of  horse  cars,  and  other  orilers 
looking  to  relieving  the  pressure  on  Tremont, 
Washington  street  and  Temple  place,  where  the 
pressure  is  greater  than  ever  before.  A  notice 
was  served  on  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  to  con- 
sider that  order,  and  they  met  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  and  the  representatives  of 
other  roads.  The  matter  was  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  the  committee  informed  them  that 
the  best  means  for  sucti  solution  was  to  take  a 
street  on  the  east  side  of  Washington  street  for 
the  use  of  the  cars,  and  the  present  route  was 
suggested  by  the  committee.  If  was  said  the 
people  of  South  Boston  would  not  be  satisfied  to 
return  by  Summer  street,  wishing  to  go  by  Post 
Office  square,  but  they  would  be  sati>fied  with  go- 


ing by  Milk  street  and  Hawley  street.  The  South 
Boston  and  Metropolitin  companies  were  willing 
to  run  a  portion  of  their  cars  back  by  thin  route. 
The  petition  was  drawn  with  the  assent  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  the  plan  was  substan- 
tially recommended  by  them.  The  obstruction 
opposite  the  estate  of  the  late  John  Roessle  had 
been  removed  since  the  last  fire,  and  there  is 
plenty  of  room  for  two  tracks.  The  track  could 
be  laid  to  Summer  street  in  three  days. 

Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  superintendent  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad,  being  called  by  Mr.  Jew- 
ell, said  the  street  is  as  wide  as  Beach  stieet  where 
are  two  tracks,  and  business  is  done  without  trou- 
ble. The  only  solution  of  the  trouble  is  in  two 
tracks  on  Washington  street.  To  build  uj)  the 
city  the  railroads  must  have  accommodations.  . 
The  horse  railroads  have  been  of  great  advantage 
to  the  city.  He  did  not  own  a  share  of  horse  rail- 
road stock  in  the  wo<-  J,  although  in  charge  of  the 
South  Boston  Railrowl,  and  his  only  inteiest  was 
in  accommodating  the  people.  The  plan  pro- 
posed would  let  them  run  125  trips  a  day.  They 
could  get  no  freight  if  the  cars  returned 
above  Milk  strccit.  TLe  horse  railroads  carry 
some  115,000  passengers  daily,  who  ought 
to  have  some  consideration.  The  expenses  of 
his  company  had  been  greatly  increased  on  ac- 
count of  the  crowded  streets,  without  commen- 
surate income.  Two  tracks  are  an  advantage  in  a 
stieet ;  teams  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  cars  bet- 
ter;  lie  would  prefer  two  tracks  if  there  was  only 
thiee  feet  between  the  track  and  the  curbstone. 
If  a  team  has  to  back  up  to  the  sidewalk  to  un- 
load the  cars  have  to  stop.  This  plan  will  help 
build  up  the  city.  Where  they  used  to  run  a  car 
nine  trips  a  day'they  run  only  seven  now,  antl  if 
this  blockage  keeps  on  they  will  have  to  run  onlv 
six.  To  Aldermaii  Power  he  said  he  thought  the 
blocks  on  Temple  place  and  Tremont  street  would 
be  greatly  relieved.  His  road  runs  430  trips  a  day, 
and  they  would  take  128  off  the  "circuit'"  if  this 
petition  is  granted.  There  is  no  ])lace  on  Wash- 
ington stieet  where  a  team  cannot  pass  on  each 
side  of  the  cars  if  the  additional  track  is 
laid.  To  Mr.  E.  W.  James,  a  remonstrant, 
he  said  he  did  not  know  how  the  Metro- 
politan road  couU  run  the  long-line  cars 
to  the  depots  and  give  the  people  any  accom- 
modation, as  the  long-line  cars  would  be  filled 
with  short-line  passengers.  Mr.  Botsford,  a  re- 
monstrant, said  that  there  was  much  more  travel 
in  Washington  street  than  Beach,  and  asked  a 
comparison  of  the  travel  in  the  two  srreets.  Mr. 
Johnson  replied  that  the  travel  in  Beach  street 
was  by  heavy  teams  and  harder  to  deal  with  in  re- 
gard to  blocking  the  streets ;  i  n  Washington  street 
the  teams  could  easily  be  made  to  fall  in  the  line 
of  the  cars.  Mr.  Botsford  asked  if  the  abutters  on 
the  line  of  the  extension  had  signed  the  petition, 
and  Mr.  Johnson  replied  that  he  did  not  know. 
Mr.  Johnson  alluded  to  a  hearing  several  j'ears 
ago  before  the  Board  in  regard  to  having  two 
tracks  on  Federal  street,  to  which  there  was  great 
opposition,  and  it  was  not  six  months  afterward 
before  the  gentleman  who  fought  him  the  hardest 
told  bim  it  was  the  best  daj^'s  work  he 
[Mr.  J.]  ever  did.  To  Mr.  Putnam  he  said 
It  was  best  to  have  two  tracks  where  there  was 
room  for  two  tracks  and  a  team  on  each  side,  if 
the  business  demanded  it.  South  street  is  the 
narrowest  street  they  have  tracks  in,  and  there  is 
only  one  wagon  in  Boston  which  cannot  pass  their 
cars.  Ihey  can  get  through  the  part  of  Washing- 
ton street  proposed,  aud  not  have  less  than  eight 
feet  on  each  side  of  the  two  tracks,  except  at  Bed- 
ford street,  where  the  distance  on  each  side  is  7.87 
and  7.45  feet.  The  heaviest  teams  can  go  oetween 
the  car  and  curbstone  if  the  track  is  eight  feet  from 
the  curbstone,  and  he  did  not  tbink  there  are 
ten  wagons  in  Boston  which  wouM  cause  a  block 
under  such  circumstance-.  He  thought  Cliaum y 
stieet  would  be  more  inconvenienced  thaii 
Washington  or  Tremont  street,  and  he  would 
prefer  Havvley  to  Arcn  street,  for  there  are  not 
so  many  heavy  wholesale  business  firms.  They 
propose  to  lun  through  Washington,  Milk,  Haw- 
ley and  Chauncy  sti  eets  about  a  third  of  their 
cars;  they  will  add  more  cars,  of  couise,  as  busi- 
ness demands  it,  but  will  not  add  any  this  year; 
they  will  withdraw  some  of  the  cars  troni  the 
'•circuit,"  but  ihey  will  have  to  increase  their  cars 
as  passengers  increase.  The  cars  have  to  go 
through  the  business  streets  because  the  passen- 
gers want  to  go  there.  They  used  to  stop  at  Sum- 
mer street,  but  the  passengers  were  all  the  time 
growling,  and  wanted  to  go  farther;  cars  now 
making  seven  trips  used  to  run  fourieen  then : 
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the  shortest  line  he  could  run  was  what  be 
wanted  if  it  accommodated  the  people.  As  busi- 
ness increases  the  cars  will  hive  to  increase.  The 
retail  ousiness  always  follows  horse  cars,  and  will 
follow  them  into  Hawley  street,  and  property  will 
be  increased  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  value  there. 
The  people  who  ride  on  horse  cars  are  going;  to  be 
accommodated ;  the  30,000,000  who  ride  on  cars 
are  pretty  strong,  and  he  pitied  the  man  who  got 
in  their  way ;  he  calculated  to  keep  ahead  of  them ; 
when  they  ask  to  have  a  street  given  up  to  horse 
cars, the  city  will  have  to  consider  their  case.  There 
has  been  a  tiemendous  pressure  to  get  this  thing, 
manifested  by  impatience  at  blocks  in  the  streets; 
they  scolded  him  a  great  deal,  though  they  have 
had  no  public  meeting  in  South  Boston  urging  it; 
they  had  petitions  asking  the  railroad  company 
to  go  down  to  the  new  Post  Office  by  Federal  and 
High  streets ;  he  never  expected  to  see  the  time 
when  he  would  have  no  complaints,  but  he  never 
had  had  so  many  complaints  as  during  the 
past  SIX  months.  To  Mr.  James  he  said 
It  would  not  relieve  the  matter  by  having  to  go  to 
the  West  End;  if  3000  legal  voters  asked  him  to  go 
to  the  West  End  he  would  not  want  to  go  there ; 
they  were  not  chartered  to  go  there  and  wanted 
to  mind  their  own  business.  The  Cambridge  road 
is  obliged  by  law  to  sell  transfer  tickets,  but  they 
do  not. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  signed  by  J. 
W.  Plimpton  et  al.,  Seth  Robinson  et  al.,  owners 
and  occupants  of  buildings  on  Hawley  street, 
against  the  granting  of  the  petition;  also  remon- 
sti-ance  of  Edward  Wiggles  worth  ei  al.,  against 
the  location  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  tracks  in 
Hawley  street. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Chambeilin  appeared  for  the  owners 
and  lessees  of  the  Adams  House,  who  object  to  a 
double  track  on  Washington  street  because  it 
will  give  very  little  room  for  the  hacks  and 
coaches  to  come  to  the  hotel.  The  street  there  is 
thirty  feet  ten  inches  wide,  and  is  narrower  than 
Chavincy  street.  If  the  tracks  are  put  too  close 
togethei  accidents  will  be  very  frequent.  At  pres- 
ent persons  are  frequently  confused  and  fright- 
ened by  the  great  travel.  The  si:lewalks  there  are 
very  narrow,  and  axles  jutting  over  them  put 
people  continually  in  danger.  The  two  tracks  will 
require  at  least  seventeen  feet,  and  allowing  eight 
feet  on  each  side  makes  thirty-three,  which  is 
wider  than  the  street  is.  The  part  of  Washington 
street  near  the  Adams  House  is  the  narrowest, 
and  in  case  of  a  block  there  is  no  way  to  get  free 
except  by  backing  out.  It  seemed  foolish  to  take 
this  narrowest  street  to  relieve  travel  on  wider 
streets.  The  cars  will  stop  at  theatres  for  passen- 
gers, and  that  will  occasion  blocks.  So  there  are 
at  least  two  narrow  points.  Mr.  Chamberlih 
spoke  at  length  of  the  inconvenience  to  the  public 
and  the  danger  from  blocks. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Tuttle  presented  a  list  of  the  princi- 
pal and  largest  firms  doing  business  on  Washing- 
ton street,  on  the  line,  remonstrating  against  the 
p'ranting  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  M.  P.  Kennard,  of  the  firm  of  Bigelow,  Ken- 
nard  &  Co.,  regretted  to  appear  before  the  Board 
again  on  this  subject,  as  he  supposed  they  had 
layed  the  evil  spirit  before.  The  petition  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Tuttle  included  all  the  firms  on 
the  line.  That  section  of  the  street  is  the  seat  of 
the  retail  trade,  and  would  be  greatly  inconve- 
nienced ;  It  is  full  now,  and  he  did  not  see  how  any 
more  cars  and  teams  can  be  got  into  it.  In  front 
of  his  premises  the  width  is  only  thirty  feet,  leav- 
ing seven  and  a  half  feet  for  wagons  on  each  side 
of  the  tracks,  and  it  would  be  very  serious  to  have 
the  axles  jutting  over  the  sidewalk.  On  mornings 
there  is  a  great  cross  travel  to  the  denots,and  that 
should  enter  into  the  question.  He' did  not  see 
why  the  business  vortex  of  tiie  city  should  be  so 
crowded  with  horse  cars,  and  he  thought  there 
were  other  parties  to  be  considered  besides  those 
who  ride  in  the  cars.  To  Mr.  Jewell  he  said  he 
could  expect  some  of  his  customers  to  walk  to  his 
store  instead  of  riding  in  carriages,  but  they  were 
not  all  who  are  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  George  H.  Davis,  of  the  firm  of  Hallet,  Da- 
vis &  Co.,  noticed  that  the  petitioners  wanted  to 
accommodate  the  public,  but  did  not  consider 
what  causes  the  blockade.  Opposite  his  store  is 
one  of  the  narrowest  places  on  the  street ;  he 
could  not  unload  a  team  in  less  than  eleven  min- 
utes, and  sometimes  twenty  minutes,  and  a  car 
would  have  to  wait  that  time  if  a  team  were  un- 
loading, and  the  blocks  would  be  greater  than 
now.  There  was  no  comparison  between  the  busi- 
ness of  Beach  and  Washington  streets ;  there  are 
no  rear  passages  on   Washington   street,  and  the 


loading  and  unloading  must  be  done  in  front.  Be- 
fore \Vashiiigtou  street  was  extended  there  were 
not  one  in  ten  so  many  blockades  as  now;  the 
street  is  filled  densely  with  teams,  and  the  increase 
has  been  marvellous  during  the  last  six  months. 
They  would  have  to  abandon  their  place  of  busi- 
ness if  the  petitiou  is  granted.  The  business  of 
the  locality  is  increasing  daily.  The  granting  of 
the  petition  would  be  a  great  personal  conven- 
ience to  him,  but  his  business  was  of  more  impor- 
tance than  his  personal  convenience.  To  Mr. 
Jewell  he  said  they  could  get  along  now, 
but  he  did  not  think  a  majority  of  the 
dealers  were  greatly  benefited  by  having 
the     cars     bring     customers     to    their      doors. 

Mr.  Botsford  objected  to  Mr.  Johnson's  remark 
that  Hawley  street  was  not  a  heavy  wholesale 
street,  aud  suggested  that  many  large  firms  on 
Washington  street  use  Hawley  street  as  a  back 
entrance.  Ke  asked  if  any  large  number  of  the 
people  of  South  Boston  were  present  to  aid  the 
petitions. 

Mr,  Johnson  replied  that  they  regarded  him  as 
their  agent  and  were  not  there.  He  thought  the 
Board  might  prevent  heavy  teams  from  going 
through  Washington  street. 

Mr.  E.  W.  James  addressed  the  Board,  denounc- 
ing the  Metropolitan  Railroad  for  buying  out  the 
Suffolk  Railroad,  and  making  people  pay  two 
fares  to  go  to  the  South  End  from  the  West  End. 

Alderman  Power  thought  Mr.  James's  remarks 
were  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  question,  and  asked 
if  he  were  a  reinonsttant. 

Mr.  James  said  he  was  a  remonstrant,  and  said 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  had  already  asked  for 
a  location  in  Leverett  street  and  Cambridge  to 
relieve  Tremont  street.  The  people  did  not  want 
all  the  streets  taken  by  the  railroads. 

The  Chairman  called  attention  to  the  subject 
under  discussion,  and  Mr.  James  said  he  did  not 
want  his  children  passing  up  Washington  street 
killed  by  a  railroad  which  stole  the  road  at  the 
West  End.  He  knew  why  they  came  here,  and 
they  were  bound  to  have  what  they  wanted. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Holmes  appeared  for  the  Bordman 
estate  to  object  to  the  granting  of  the  petition.  It 
is  the  largest  thoroughfare  in  the  city,  with  a 
width  of  thirty  to  thirty-two  feet,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  cut  out  a  strip  of  sixteen  feet  from  the 
centre.  If  few  horse  cars  were  going  along 
without  stopping,  the  teams  could  go  along  with- 
out delay,  but  the  cars  stop  so  often  that  the 
teams  have  to  leave  the  rails.  If  you  use  Wash- 
ington street  for  cars,  the  time  wUl  sooa  come 
when  the  tracks  are  as  full  as  on  Tremont  street. 
Teams  avoid  the  rails,  and  the  blocks  are  caused 
by  the  cars.  His  estate  has  no  back  entrance  on 
Hawley  street,  and  if  a  team  stops  in  front  it  wUl 
cause  a  block,  and  cause  difficulty  in  delivering 
goods.  The  heavy  business  firms  would  be 
touched  in  their  pockets ;  the  teams  and  travel 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  stores  will  be  in- 
cemmoded.  T;iere  is  no  doubt  this  is  convenient 
for  the  horse  cars,  but  there  are  two  publics,  one 
in  the  cars,  and  one  on  the  streets,  and  the  Board 
must  decide  to  preserve  the  interests  of  each, 
without  seriously  inconveniencing  the  other.  To 
Mr.  Jewell  he  said  he  did  not  believe  the  estate  is 
benefited  by  the  horse-car  track  being  there. 

Mr.  Shreve,  of  the  firm  of  Shreve,  Crump  & 
Lowe,  at  corner  of  Summer  and  Washington 
streets,  where  travel  is  very  great,  said  that  now 
one  carriage  only  can  stand  in  front  of  his  store 
while  a  car  is  passing;  two  tracks  will  tend  to 
block  the  streets  very  much  where  there  is  not 
much  trouble  now.  To  Mr.  Jewell  he  said  one 
track  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  property, 
and  to  take  the  track  out  would  not  dim-nish  tlie 
value  of  the  store  very  much,  with  a  track  so  near 
on  Tremont  street.  He  never  remonstrated 
against  laying  the  original  track  in  Washington 
street,  but  liad  remonstrated  against  a  double 
track  in  Summer  street  before  it  was  widened. 

Mr.  Long  appeared  for  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co., 
and  said  they  objected  solely  on  the  ground  that 
the  street  is  not  wide  enough  for  two  lines  of 
tracks;  if  the  street  were  wide  enough  they  would 
not  object.  He  also  considered  that  it  would 
make  it  dangerous  for  persons  crossing  the  street. 

Mr.  William  E.  Perkins  said  he  supposed  the 
part  of  Washington  street  has  been  benefited  by 
the  widening,  and  if  they  proposed  to  take  up  the 
streets,  the  owner  of  the  estate  he  represented 
would  contest  any  assessment  for  betterments  on 
the  ground  that  the  street  had  not  been    bettered, 

Mr.  Clarke,  bookseller,  objected,  having  many 
customers  who  come  in  carriages,  or  would  come 
if  they  had  a  place  to  stop  their  carriages.    He 
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would  not  give  near  so  much  for  a  rental  if  a 
double  track  is  laid. 

Mr.  Palmer  of  Palmer,  Bachelder«&  Co.  thought 
a  second  track  would  interfere  with  the  standing 
of  carriages  in  front  of  the  stores. 

Mr.  Kennard  alluded  to  the  parallel  case  of 
Broadway,  New  York,  where  it  had  been  the 
policy  to  keep  the  horse-car  tracks  out  of  the 
large  retail  street. 

Mr.  Johnson,  recalled  by  Mr.  Jewell,  said  that 
at  the  corner  of  Heach  and  Washington  streets 
there  is  a  continual  stream  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men pas-ring,  and  they  had  never  hurt  one  yet. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Cutter  the  petitio:i  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

MIDDLESEX    RAILROAD     IN  HAYMABKET  SQUARE. 

The  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
for  leave  to  use  the  old  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan 
Raili'oad  in  Hayniarket  square,  was  considered  on 
an  order  of  notice  tor  a  hearing  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Powers,  president  of  the  Middlesex  Rail- 
road, explained  the  location  asked  for,  it  being 
supposed  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  would 
take  It  originally;  but  it  appears  that  they  do  not 
want  it,  while  the  Middlesex  Railroad  doneed  it, 
and  without  it  they  could  not  get  their  cars  on  to 
the  track  in  the  extension  of  Washington  street. 

Mr.  Jewell,  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, assented  to  the  proposition,  which  was 
merely  to  change  the  ownership  of  a  small  piece 
of  track,  200  feet  in  length,  to  those  to  whom  it 
really  belonged. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  was  granted.  Subsequently,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  vote  granting  the 
petition  was  reconsidered,  and  the  petition  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  that  a 
regular  order  of  location  may  be  reported. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  lay  sidewalks  on 
Burroughs  street.  Ward  17.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  on 
southwest  corner  of  Washington  and  School 
streets.  Ward  17.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Francis  street  north  of  Brookline 
avenue.    Estimated  cost,  |4000.    Passed. 

PAPERS    FROM     THE     COMMON  COUNCIL     FOB  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  Leavitt  and  Mary  R.  Gib- 
bens.    Severally  referred. 

Report  nominating  Edward  A.  White  and  L. 
Miles  Staudish  as  members  of  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Board  for  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  of 
May  last,  and  certificate  of  election  of  Messrs. 
Standish  and  White  as  members  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  election  he 
postponed  for  one  week,  and  in  reply  to  a  question 
by  AJdeiman  Hall  said  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  a  first-rate  man  would  accept  the  position — 
one  that  the  Board  would  probably  choose  unani- 
mously. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  to  procure  bonds  for  the  conveyance  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  storage  basins  on  Mystic 
River.    Passed. 

Order  to  take  from  the  flies  (City  Doc.  No.  94) 
the  report  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  on  sewerage 
of  the  towns  on  borders  of  Mystic  Lake,  and  to 
refer  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 
Passed. 

Communication  from  the  City  Solicitor  on  the 
titles  to  the  public  property  in  Ward  19.  Placed 
on  file. 

THE  ALLEGED  FRAUDS  IN  THE  .SUDBURY  SCHEME. 

An  order  came  uj)  tor  a  joint  special  committee 
(Messrs.  Boardman,  Loring  and  Kimball)  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  of  alleged  fraud  in  connection 
with  the  Sudbury  River  project. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Peters— I  shall  vote  against  this  or- 
der for  the  reason  that  it  is,  as  I  understand  it,  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  other  branch  to  gag  a 
somewhat  loquacious  member,  and  that  it  is  also 
as  attempt  to  draw  this  Board  of  Aldermen  into 
this  affair.  No  charge  of  fraud,  that  I  ever  heard 
of,  has  ever  been  made  in  this  body,  and  no  charge 
of  fraud  has  been  made  in  this  building  by  any- 
body whose  accusations  it  is  worth  the  while  of 
the  City  Council  to  investigate.    If,  however,  the 


Common  CouncU  wish  to  investigate  any  ground- 
less charges,  let  them  doit;  or  if  there  are  some 
well-grounded  charges  to  make,  let  tliein  be  made, 
and  not  this  frivolous  talk;  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen should  not  be  brouglit  into  it  at  all.  The 
Common  Council  should  apjjoint  its  own  commit- 
tees for  the  inve.stigation  of  charges  against  its 
own  members. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  shall  vote  for  this  order 
out  of  courtesy  for  the  other  branch,  who  ask  for 
this  iiiTcstigation,  and  who  would  not  do  so  if  it 
were  not  projter.  It  relates  to  the  conduct  of  one 
of  their  members,  they  ask  it,  and  therefore  out 
of  courtesy  to  them  I  "shall  vote  it. 

Alderman  Brooks — Certainly  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  I  should  be  vei7  glad  to  vote  tor  this  or- 
der; but  it  wUl  be  just  so  much  money  !>nd  time 
thrown  away.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any 
charges  brought  on  which  we  should  enter  into 
such  an  investigation.  I  think  it  useless  and 
frivolous.  If  the  other  branch  have  charges,  and 
wish  to  investigate  them,  I  know  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  do  so;  but  I  think  that  no  charges 
have  been  made  in  this  branch.  I  hope  the  order 
will  not  pass,  because  I  assume  that  the  mem- 
bers ojf  the  Water  Board  and  the  Water  Commit- 
mlttee  are  above  such  insinuations  as  are  said 
to  have  been  made,  and  above  anything  that 
would  seem  to  be  insinuated  by  this  order. 

Aldeiiaan  Power — I  think  it  is  very  proper  that 
this  order  should  pass,  for,  if  I  understand  the 
matter  rightly,  the  charges  of  fraud  are  made 
against  the  City  Government  and  the  Mayor,  al- 
though it  was  qualified  somewhat  in  the  Mayor's 
case  and  put  in  the  way  of  a  mistake,  or  rather  that 
he  had  been  deceived  or  imposed  upon.  So  far  as 
the  Mayor  is  concerned  it  was  said  to  be  a  matter 
of  deception,  but  so  far  as  the  rest  of  the  City 
Government  is  concerned,  they  were  charged  with 
being  engaged  in  f  i  audulent  practices,  or  actuated 
by  improper  motives  in  pressing  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme.  Unfortunately  there  is  quite  a 
large  class  of  people  in  this  city  who  do  not  know 
the  author  of  those  statements";  If  they  knew  him 
I  would  consider  such  an  investigation  a  waste  of 
time  and  money.  But  they  do  not  know  him,  and 
therefore  I  think  the  order  had  better  pass,  that 
the  public  may  know  who  the  author  is. 

Alderman  Peters— I  merely  vpish  to  say  that  the 
man  against  whom  this  order  is  directed  ex- 
pressly disclaimed,  in  the  Common  Council  at  the 
last  meetiiig,  that  he  had  any  idea  that  any  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government,  or  any  one  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  city,  had  been  guilty  of  fraud. 

Alderman  Brooks— To  say  that  the  author  of 
those  statements  should  be" known  is  a  very  slim 
reason  for  this  Board  to  pass  the  order.  It  is  a 
very  slim  thing  indeed  if  we  have  got  to  pass 
orders  to  make  members  of  the  Common  Council 
known.  Certainly,  I  think,  the  public  have  had 
as  good  a  chance  to  know  all  the  facts  as  they 
wrill  after  an  investigation  by  this  Board.  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  did  not  intend  to  say  auv- 
tbing  about  this  matter  today,  but.  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  are  implicated,  and  as  the  whole 
City  Council  are  more  or  less  reflected  upon,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  having  the 
order  pass. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  7, 
nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emory, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Worthin  g  ton — 5. 

The  Chairman  joined  Aldermen  Power  and  Pres- 
cott to  said  committee. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Shenff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1943.13  for  jail  expenses  for 
November.    Ordered  paid. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  James  R.  Stone  and  others,  con- 
stables, being  presented,  duly  certified  by  the  City 
Treasurer,  were  approved  by' the  Board. 

ANNEXATION  OF  WINTHBOP. 

Notice  was  received  of  petition  of  David  P. 
Mathews,  resident  and  taxpayer  of  Winthrop,  to 
the  Legislature,  that  said  town  cither  be  annexed 
to  Boston  or  made  a  part  of  Middlesex  County. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters and  sent  down. 

OFFER  OF  SUDBURY  RIVER  WATER. 

The  following  was  received,  read,  referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  AYater,  and  sent  down  : 
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Office  of  Essex  Company,  ( 
Boston,  Nov.  20tli ,  1874.  ) 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  Boston  :  Dear 
Sir— In  bebalf  of  the  Essex  Company,  the  owners 
of  the  water  power  at  Lawrence,  which  is  in  part 
supplied  by  the  Sudbury  and  Concord  rivers,  I 
wish  to  say  that  we  assent  to  the  diversion  of  the 
water  from  the  Sudbury  into  Lalce  Cochituate  in 
the  present  emergency,  and  for  the  purpose  of  till- 
ing the  lake  during  the  present  winter,  and  will 
make  no  claim  for  damages  for  sucli  temporary 
diversion.  This  assent,  however,  to  be  without 
detriment  to  th>^  rights  of  the  Essex  Company  in 
case  the  city  should  hereafter  proceed  with  what 
is  known  as  the  "Sudbury  River  plan"  for  a  per- 
manent supply.    Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  S.  Stoerow, 
Treasurer  of  Essex  Company. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

order  of  notice  on  petition. 
A  petition  was  received  from  the  New  England 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate.and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  corner 
Milk  and  Congresis  streets,  and  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecting on  Monday,  Dec.  14,  at  4  P.  M. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Cochituate  fVater  Hoard.  Communication  rep- 
resenting that  the  present  time  is  consideied  the 
most  favorable  for  contracting  for  pipes,  and  re- 
questing authority  to  contract  at  once  for  the  de- 
livery of  water  pipes  and  appurtenances  to  the 
amount  of  $100,000,  payment  therefor  to  be  made 
in  May,  1875.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Water  and  sent  down. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting for  concurrent  action  of  the  City  Council 
a  resolve  and  order  (City  Document  No.  987), 
for  the  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue  from  Lenox 
to  Roxbury  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $53,- 
349.65,  the  damages,  etc.,  to  the  estates  taken  be- 
ing givf  n  in  the  schedule  annexed: 

Number   Square  Total  am't 


Estates. 

on  the     ft.  land 

Price  dam'ges  to 

street,      taken. 

pr  ft.  each  est'te. 

John  Lamb,      cor. 

Lenox  st. 

273 

%i.W 

$1,242.00 

Samuel  G.  Reed, 

622 

573 

2.50 

1,432.50 

Michael  Freeman, 

624-6 

118 

2.75 

324.50 

Benjamin  F.  Griggs 

,     628 

65 

2.75 

178.75 

John  McBarron, 

630 

56 

2.75 

154.00 

Unknown  owners, 

passage, 

30 

•  •  •  • 

Benjarain  F.  Griggs 

,634 

73 

2'.75 

209.75 

John  McBarron, 

636-8 

81 

2.75 

222.75 

Heirs  of  Sam'l  A.Way,  644  to  652 

108 

2.25 

243.00 

Dennis  F.  Flagg, 

663 

177 

2.50 

442.50 

Aaron  Kingsbury, 

667-9 

227 

2.25 

510.75 

Sarah  A.  Morse, 

671 

108 

2.25 

243.00 

Nathan  Morse, 

673 

110 

2.50 

275.00 

Robert  Simpson,  cor 

.Windsor  st 

.532 

2.30 

1,223.60 

RufusEstabrook,  " 

Sterhng  st 

.133 

2.35 

312.55 

Luciuda  M.  Avery, 

697 

41 

2.50 

102.50 

George  P.  French, 

699 

37 

2.25 

83.25 

Alden  Avery, 

701-3 

64 

2.25 

144.00 

Heirs  Tnos.  Marshall,  705 

27 

2.25 

60.75 

William  Bleakley, 

707 

25 

2.25" 

56.25 

Charles  H.  Havden, 

709  to  721 

75 

2.25 

188.75 

L.  G.  Parmelee,  cor. 

Williams  st 

639 

2.50 

4,097.50 

Herman  W.  Young, 

(t 

447 

2.75 

1,259.25 

Phoebe  Daniels, 

726 

343 

2.50 

1,057.50 

Israel  Huckins, 

734 

342 

2.50 

1,355.00 

Geo.  W.  HwnueweJl 

736 

360 

2.25 

2,510.00 

Arthur  Libby, 

738 

307 

2.00 

3,064.00 

W.  and  A.  Bacon,  c.  Ruggles  st. 

1506 

2.00 

3,052.00 

WilUam  F.  BeU, 

758 

382 

2.50 

980.00 

Edwin  R.  Jenness, 

764-8 

547 

2.00 

1,124.«0 

M.  and  P.  A.  Riley, 

770 

214 

1.75 

386.50 

John  Good, 

774 

272 

1.75 

491.00 

Joseph  B.  Sharland 

and  otliers. 

776-82 

518 

1.75 

951.50 

Edward  F.Litchfield,  784 

271 

1.75 

494.25 

Caroline  Homer, 

788 

191 

1.75 

349.25 

W.  S.  Cordingley, 

792 

143 

2.00 

301.00 

Unknown  owners, 

passage. 

55 

.... 

John  Griggs, 

794 

132 

2.00 

414.00 

John  J.  Dowd,    cor. 

Vernon  st. 

423 

2.50 

1,357.50 

Hiram  Johuson, 

806 

172 

2.50 

460.00 

Joseph  Ham, 

757 

23 

2.50 

69.50 

Francis  J.  Abele, 

759 

43 

2.00 

116.00 

Daniel  Clark, 

763 

98 

1.75 

196.50 

John  Rogers, 
Emll  F.  Ackerman, 

767 

115 

1.75 

221.25 

771 

138 

1.75 

261.50 

German  M.E.Church,   777 

224 

1.75 

402.00 

W.  H.  Palmer, 

vacant. 

230 

1.50 

345,00 

W.  R.  Howe, 

787-9 

367 

1.75 

672.25 

Ann  Vanier, 

793 

207 

1.75 

392.25 

Cynthia  W .  B  atchelder,  795 

218 

1.75 

411.50 

John  Moore,        cor 

Vernon  st. 

451 

2..50 

2,877.50 

Reuben  M.  Stackpole,     " 

,911 

2.50 

7,027.50 

WiUiam  Minot,       car  stable. 

903 

2.00 

1,806.00 

Hsrace  B.  Sargent, 

cor.  Rox- 

bury  St. 

2,279 

2..50 

7,197.50 

17,404 


$53,341.65 


Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Presoott,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  and  sent  down. 

PAVING. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Report  recommending  that  so  much  of  petitions 
of  Robert  Simpson  et  a!.,  for  a  crossing  and  lamps 
on  Warren  and  Maywood  streets,  and  Cyrus  Baker 
et  al.,  for  sidewalks  and  lamps  on  portions  of 
Third  and  M  streets,  as  refers  to  lamps,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Accepted 
and  reference  ordered. 

Report  recommending  that  permission  be  grant- 
ed to  William  Makepeace  et  al.  to  set  out  trees  in 
front  of  estates  Nos.  3  and  5  Allston  street,  Ward 
4.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  for  a  lo- 
cation in  Columbus  avenue.    Accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows : 
Eliza  Reddy,  315  Ruggles  street,  $300;  John  F. 
Kelley,  291,  293,  295  Eustis  street,  $300.  Severally 
read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  he  given  to  Patrick  Kel- 
ley to  remove  or  set  back  within  ten  days  the 
fence  which  projects  over  the  line  of  the  street  in 
front  of  his  estate,  No.  58  East  Newton  street,  and 
in  default  thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
is  hereby  directed  to  remove  said  fence  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  owner  of  said  estate. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  Manley 
Howe  to  place  a  lamp  post  ii;  the  sidewalk  oppo- 
site No.  374  Broadway,  South  Boston,  upon  condi- 
tion that  he  shall  lirst  give  to  the  city  an  agree- 
ment in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
saving  the  city  harmless  against  any  and  all  claims 
for  damages,  costs,  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account 
of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  placing  or 
maintaining  of  said  lamp  post  in  said  sidewalk: 
also  upon  condition  that  he  shall  remove  said 
lamp  post  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Read  twice  aud  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  sidewalks  and  edge- 
stones  in  the  following-named  streets,  with 
accompanying  orders  for  the  proportionate 
assessment  upon  and  collection  of  the  same 
from  the  persons  named  in  said  sched- 
ules: Marlborough  street,  between  Dartmouth 
and  Gloucester,  edgestones,  $548.77;  Dudley 
street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Dennis 
street,  $984.01 ;  Ruggles  street,  between  Tremont 
and  Parker  street,  sidewalks,  $1019.04;  Winthrop 
street,  near  Warren  street.  $217.92,  sidewalks; 
Fourth  street,  between  N  and  P  streets,  sidewalks, 
$1234.03;  Fourth  street,  corner  of  G  street,  $69.72, 
sidewalks;  Dorchester  street,  between  Eighth  and 
Sixth  streets,  sidewalks,  $447.04;  First  street,  cor- 
ner of  Dorchester  avenue,  sidewalks,  $60.09;  Old 
Harbor  street  and  Eighth  street,  sidewalks,  $242.28 ; 
White  street,  between  Brooks  and  Putnam,  side- 
walks, $893.88.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the 
following : 

Orders  to  pav  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Abbie  Pond,  widening  Dale  street,  $160.80;  Wil- 
liam Sheafe,  $14,208.60,  for  land  taken,  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  widening  Federal  street, 
said  amount  having  been  awarded  by  a  referee, 
$100  being  for  the  services  of  said  referee.  Sev- 
erally read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to 
Alpheus  Hardy  an  agreement  signed  by  him  as 
trustee  under  date  of  December  9,  1872,  wherein 
he  obligates  himself  to  pay  to  the  city  of  Boston  a 
portion  of  the  rent  received  from  the  buildings  on 
an  estate  represented  by  him  standing  within  the 
lines  of  Washington  street  extended  to  Hay  mar- 
ket square — upon  said  Hardy,  trustee,  giving  to 
the  city  a  release  sitisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor 
of  all  claims  of  his  estate  for  additional  land  taken 
and  other  damages  occasioned  by  the  said  exten- 
sion of  Washington  street  beyond  there,  for  which 
he  has  already  had  a  settlement  with  the  city. 

Read  once. 

PERMITS  FOR   STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports as  follows ; 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  permits 
to  erect  stables  as  follows ;  Charles  D.  Beckford, 
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105  New  Heath  street;  Roger  Drury,  Terrace 
street;  Albert  Howe,  Market  street,  Ward  19; 
■NV.  T.  McCorinack,  Lamartine  street,  Ward  17; 
Joel  Kui}>ht  &  Co.,  141-149  Medford  street;  Sam- 
uel Austin,  North  avenue.  Ward  16;  E.S.John- 
son, Reed  street;  Charles  A.  Green,  on  small 
street  leading  trom  Savin  Hill  avenue ;  E.  Chip- 
man,  Malvern  street.  Ward  16.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  jjctitions 
for  leave  to  maintain  cellars  below  grade  by 
Adoniram  Curtis,  101  East  Dedhani  street;  heirs 
of  William  Brighaui,  in  rear  1053  Washington 
street;  also  report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of 
Theodore  L.  Savony  for  leave  to  occupy  basement 
of  I'aine  Memorial  Building  for  boiler  and  storage 
purposes,  provided  the  same  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  said  committee.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Billiard  License  Granted — Charles  D.  Leckie, 
1557  Washington  street. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— John  O.  Wiggin,  658 
Washington  street;  Howe,  Elton  &  Co.,  171  Tr«- 
mont  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Dean  Proctor  &  Co. 
(transfer);  Sargent  &  Co.,  four  wagons,  33  Court 
square;  James  Robbius,  corner  Oak  street  and 
Harrison  avenue;  Joshua  Egin,  49  Leverett 
street. 

Amusement  License  Granted — Edward  E.  Mc- 
Avey,  to  give  variety  entertainment  at  Federhen's 
Hall,  Dec.  8,  provided  no  sparring  exhibition  is 
allowed. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Charles  A.  Hac- 
.  ket,  116  Dorchester  street;  Charles  Phillips,  61 
Essex  street;  Charles  M.Sanborn,  124  Harrisou 
avenue;  A.  Tomfohrda,  28  Hanover  street;  H.  Lit- 
tlefleld,  140  Court  street;  Frank  Pierce, 61 1/^  Black- 
stone  street;  M.  E.  Shorey,  86  Union  street. 

Inuholder's  License  Granted— Henry  I.  Lefeyre, 
1453  Tremont  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Sands  &  Sar- 
gent, 737  Washington  street;  George  L.  Rumph, 
322  Washington  street;  James  Pearce,  corner  H 
and  Eighth  streets;  John  Boyuton,  28  Merrimac 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  TO  BaiLD. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
reports  with  orders  authorizing  permits  to  ei'ect 
vf ooden  buildings  as  follows :  Haley,  Morse  &  Co., 
Maverick  street ;  Kelly  &  Mooney,  Ashton  place; 
Albert  Howe,  Market  street,  Ward  19;  Henry 
Dudley,  Green  street,  Ward  16.  The  orders  were 
severa'lly  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

Also  report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  peti- 
tion of  Charles  D.  Bickf ord ,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building,  as  said  building  will  not  exceed 
the  legal  dimensions.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

WATER  SUPPLY  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Report  in  part  on  petition  of  John  C.  Pratt  et 
al.,  and  G.  Winthrop  Cofliu  et  al.,  in  relation  to 
furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water  for  West  Rox- 
bury  and  Brighton,  by  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order.  Under  an  order 
passed  sometime  ago,  the  City  Engineer  is  making 
surveys  for  the  extension  of  the  water  works  in 
those  districts,  and  if  a  contract  is  made  now  the 
pipes  can  be  delivered  and  laid  without  delay 
next  year.  The  price  of  iron  is  very  low  at  the 
present  time,  and  it  is  probable  that  much  more 
favorable  terms  can  be  made  now  than  could  be 
made  next  spring : 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water 
pipes  and  other  material  required,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and 
19 ;  the  expense  of  said  pipes  and  other  materials 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  ^200,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, a  sum  not  exceeding  $200,000,  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  water  pipes  and  other  material 
for  the  supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and  19. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Finance,  and  sent  down. 

Report  in  response  to  order  requesting  the  con- 
sideration of  expediency  of  authorizing  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  to  procure  bonds  for  conveyance 
of  land,  etc.,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 


Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Board  be  au- 
thorized to  procure  bonds  for  the  conveyance  to 
the  city  of  such  lands  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  City  Engineer  for  the  location  of  a  storage 
reservoir  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  and  report  thereon 
to  the  City  Council ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  te 
the  Mystic  Water  Department. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent  down. 

Report  on  communication  of  Mystic  Water  Board 
in  relation  to  the  constru(-tion  of  a  sewer  for  the 
drainage  of  the  Mystic  Valley,  that  an  order  having 
been  already  passed  by  the  City  Council,  request- 
ing the  Mayor  to  join  the  other  municipal  corpora- 
tions interested  in  a  petition  for  authority  to  build 
such  a  sewer,  it  is  necessary  that  surveys  and  esti- 
mates should  be  made  by  the  City  Engineer  in 
season  to  be  s  ubmitted  to  the  next  General  Court. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized 
to  prepare  surveys  and  estimates  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  to  furnish  drainage  for  the  towns 
of  Woburn,  Stoueham,  Winchester  and  Medford, 
and  to  convey  away  the  impurities  which  now 
discharge  into  Mystic  Pond ;  the  expense  of  pro- 
curing the  same"  to  be  charged  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Department,  and  the  bills  to  be  approved 
by  the  Mystic  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington— Have  not  surveys  al- 
readv  been  made  on  that  plan? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Mystic  Water  Board 
ha-v  e  already  submitted  a  report  of  a  survey  made 
by  engineers  employed  by  them,  and  the  cost  of  a 
sewer  to  take  the  sewage  from  the  Mystic  Lake; 
but  the  Board  and  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water 
think  that  plans  for  a  larger  sewer  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council.  This  report  meets  with 
their  hearty  concurrence. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

Report  on  coramunication  of  General  B.  F.  But- 
ler, in  relation  to  the  temporary  use  of  Sudbury 
River  water,  that  having  ascertained  from  the 
City  Solicitor  that  there  is  no  legal  objection  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  offer,  they  recommend 
the  passage  of  tne  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  obtain  the  assent  in  wriiing  of  all 
the  parties  owning  rights  or  privileges  in  the  wa- 
ters of  Sudbury  River  for  the  diversion  of  said 
waters  into  Lake  Cochituate  for  the  use  of  the  city 
of  Boston  during  such  period  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  said  owners  and  the  said  Water  Board  ; 
and,  upon  the  assent  of  all  the  owners  as  afore- 
said, the  Cochituate  Water  Board  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  divert  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River 
into  Lake  Cochituate  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
deem  expedient;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Cochituate  Water  Depart- 
ment. 

Read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

SITE  FOR  THE  PROPOSED  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Emery  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  County  Buildings,  who  were 
directed  to  select  and  submit  to  this  Board  a  suit- 
able site  for  a  new  Court  House,  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following  report :  In  a  former  report  the 
committee  stated  that  no  argument  was  necessary 
to  demonstrate  the  need  of  additional  and  im- 
proved accommodations  for  the  municipal  and 
county  courts  located  in  this  city.  The  present 
Court'  House  in  Court  square  covers  an  area,  on 
the  ground  floor,  of  about  twelve  thousand  square 
feet.  The  main  portion  of  the  building  was  erect- 
ed between  1831  and  1836;  antl  it  was 
enlarged  to  its  present  dimensions  by 
the  extension  of  the  southerly  end  in  1859.  The 
rapid  increase  in  the  amount  of  business  trans- 
acted by  the  courts  soon  led  to  a  demand  for  fur- 
ther accommodations,  and  in  1867  the  City  Council 
petitioned  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take 
lands  for  the  location  of  a  new  budding.  The 
necessary  authority  was  promptly  granted,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  fix  upon  a  site  that  year.  The 
northerly  end  of  Pemberton  square  seemed  to  be 
regarded  with  the  most  favor,  and  plans  were 
made  for  the  location  of  a  building  in  that  place  ; 
but,  as  the  matter  had  not  been  worked  out  in  aU 
its  details,  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  referred 
to  the  next  City  Councd. 

In  1868  the  Committee  on  Public  Buddings  on 
the  part  of  the  Aldermen  made  an  elaborate  re- 
port in  favor  of  furnishing  the  desu-ed  accommo- 
dations by  remodelling  and  enlarging  tht  present 
building  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $191,000.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  the  additional  room  fur- 
nished by  the  proposed  alterations  woidd  only 
answer  the  requirements  of  the  courts  for  a  very 
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short  time,  and  the  project  was  accordingly  aban- 
doned. 

No  further  action  was  taken  until  1871,  when, 
upon  the  earnest  representations  of  the  then 
Mayor,  Mr.  Gaston,  as  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding better  accommodations  for  the  courts 
and  juries,  a  committee  of  the  Aldermen 
recommenaed  the  taking  of  the  estates  on 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  between  Temple  and  Hancock 
streets,  and  the  lands' adjoining  occupied  by  the 
Beacon  Fill  Reservoir.  Before  any  action  was 
taken  upon  the  recommendation  a  communication 
was  received  from  the  Water  Board  stating  that 
the  reservoir  might  be  required  again,  in  case  of 
emergency,  to  supply  the  high  service  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city.  The  subject  was  thereupon  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council.  In  the  following 
year  (1872),  just  previous  to  the  great  fire,  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  reservoir  site,  so  called,  and 
stated  that  arrangements  had  been  made  with  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  which  obviated  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  the  reservoir  any  longer.  In  view 
of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  tire  of  Nov.  9,  no 
further  action  was  taken  upon  the  subject  during 
that  and  the  following  vear. 

This  brief  statement  of  the  action  heretofore 
taken  upon  the  subject  is  sufficient  to  show  the 
circumstances  under  wJiich  the  question  is  pre- 
sented at  this  time. 

It  is  evident  that  any  location  distant  from  the 
present  centre  of  business  and  the  public  build- 
irgs  would  not  be  regarded  with  favor;  that  being 
the  case,  the  number  of  eligible  sites  is  quite  lim- 
ited. It  has  been  suggested  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  that  suitable  accommoda- 
tions could  be  provided  for  many  years 
to  come  and  at  comparativelv  small  expense  by 
closing  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  the  en- 
trances from  Court  street  into  Court  square,  tak- 
ing the  buildings  on  the  easterly  and  westerly 
sides  of  the  square  for  judges'  rooms,  clerks' 
offices,  e^c.,  and  remodelling  the  present  Court 
House. 

It  appears,  however,  upon  examination,  that 
such  an  arrangement  would  be  very  expensive, 
and  that  it  would  be  far  from  satisfactoiY  to  the 
officers  of  the  courts.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  if  a  new  building  is  furnished,  the  present 
Court  House,  which  is  probably  worth  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars,  can  be  sohl  or  part  of  it  occupied  by 
the  city,  in  connection  with  the  City  Hall,  and 
part  of  it  leased.  A  large  annual  expense  is  in- 
curred by  the  city  in  paying  rents  for  offices  out- 
side of  the  City  Hall  which  could  be  more  conven- 
iently accommodated  in  the  Court  House  as  soon 
as  other  provision  is  made  for  the  courts. 

The  site  to  which  the  Government  of  18t)7  gave 
special  attention,  viz.,  that  at  the  northerly  end  of 
Pemberton  square,  contains  about  47,000  square 
feet.  The  assessors'  valuation  of  the  lands  with 
the  buildings  and  other  fixtures  thereon  amounts 
to  about  $500,000.  It  was  proposed  that  the  front 
of  the  building  should  be  on  Pemberton 
square,  and  the  rear  on  Hov,'ard  street.  The 
grade  of  the  street  is  about  twenty  feet  lower 
than  the  square ;  and  the  plans  provided  for  the 
location  of  the  criminal  courts  in  the  basement, 
with  the  entrance  from  the  street.  The  objections 
to  this  Location  were  stated  in  the  report  of  1871, 
as  follows: 

"It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  criminal 
court  rooms  should  be  located  so  as  to  give  the 
freest  admission  to  light  and  air.  This  point  was 
dwelt  upon  with  great  earnestness  by  some|of  the 
judges  and  clerks  who  have  had  along  experience 
in  these  courts.  A  large  amount  of  space  is  re- 
quired to  accommodate  the  witnesses,  sometimes 
as  many  as  five  or  six  hundred  each  day,  most  of 
them  in  a  very  uncleanly  state,  who  are  called 
before  the  grand  jury  of  the  Superior  and  Munici- 
pal courts.  In  order  to  give  a  proper  entrance  for 
such  a  large  number  of  persons,  and  facilities  for 
receiving  and  sending  off  prisoners,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  widen  Howard  street ;  and  the  conse- 
quence would  be  that  a  large  amount  of  heavy 
travel  between  Bowdoin  square,  ScoUay  square 
and  Hanover  street  would  pass  over  this  street  in- 
stead of  Court  street.  The  space  allowed  for 
showing  the  front  of  the  building  on  Pemberton 
square  is  only  about  seventy  feet,  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  fayade  would  be  hidden  from  view  by 
the  buildings  on  the  easterly  and  westerly  sides." 

Another  location  was  proposed  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Pemberton  .square,  extending  through  to 
Somer.-et  street.  The  assessors'  valuation  of 
34,550  square  feet,  with  the  buildings  thereon, 
amounts  to  $560,000.  The  principal  objection  against 


this  site  is  the  difference  in  grade  between  the 
front  and  rear.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have 
the  building  front  on  the  square,  which  is  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  below  Somerset  street, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  in  that  case  to  make  any 
satisfactory  arrangements  for  the  criminal  courts. 
The  attention  of  this  committee  has  been  particu- 
larly directed  to  the  site  on  the  corner  of  Beacon 
and  Somerset  streets.  The  assessors'  valuation 
the  jiresent  year  of  a  lot  containing  43,432  square 
feet,  bounded  I'y  Beacon  street,  Somerset  street, 
Ashburton  place  and  Freeman  place,  is  $6.30,000. 
The  valuation  of  a  lot  containing  43,619  square 
feet,  bounded  by  Beacon  street,  Bowdoin  street, 
Ashburton  place  and  Freeman  place,  is  $695,000. 
Both  these  sites  possess  advantages  and  the  selec- 
tion of  either  would  give  satisfaction  to  many 
members  of  the  bar.  It  may  be  objected  against 
these  sites — and  with  good  reason — that  the  small 
quantity  of  land  will  necessitate  the  location  of 
the  building  directly  on  the  street,  that  the 
noise  of  passing  teams,  especially  in  Beacon 
street,  will  interfere  with  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  location  will  necessitate  the 
erection  of  a  very  expensive  building. 

The  reservoir  lot,  which  has  been  twice  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  of  the  Aldermen,  con- 
tains, witii  the  estates  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  about 
64,000  square  feet.  The  estimated  value  of  the 
portion  covered  by  the  reservoir  (about  38,000 
square  feet)  is  $175,000.  The  assessors'  valuation 
of  the  seven  estates  on  Mt.  Vernon  street  amounts 
to  $227,000.  Of  this  site  the  committee  of  1871 
say— 

"The  heavy  granite  blocks  of  which  the  reser- 
voir is  constructed  can  be  worked  over,  and  used 
to  good  advantage  in  building  the  foundations 
ard  basement  story  of  the  Court  House.  If  sold 
for  removal  this  material  would  be  of  compara- 
tively little  value.  The  distance  from  the  City  Hall 
to  the  centre  of  this  lot  is  ;just  a  quarter  of  a  mile ; 
from  Pemberton  square,  by  way  of  Somerset 
street  and  Ashburton  place,  it  is  only  about  one 
thousand  feet.  The  distance  for  the  conveyance 
of  prisoners  between  the  Court  House  and  the 
jail  would  be  reduced  nearly  one-half.  The  grade 
from  Cambridge  street  through  Hancock  or 
Temple  street  to  Derne  street,  is  easy.  It  is  only 
on  the  westerly  and  northwesterly  sides  of 
the  hill  that  the  grade  is  steep ;  from  all 
other  points  the  place  is  accessible  and  con- 
venient. There  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  noise  of  travel  in  the  surrounding  streets. 
There  will  be  a  considerable  space  between  the 
building  and  the  streets ;  and  there  is  no  heavy 
travel,  and  never  likely  to  be  any,  through  these 
streets,  as  none  of  them  are  regular  thorough- 
fares." The  advantages  of  light  and  air  are  un- 
surpassed. 

The  objections  which  have  been  urged  against 
the  location  of  the  Court  House  on  this  site  are, 
that  it  would  cause  a  number  of  wealthy  residents 
in  the  vicinity  to  retire  from  their  houses  and  pos  - 
siblv  from  the  city ;  that  it  would  not  be  easily  ac- 
cessible, as  it  is  out  of  the  line  of  public  travel 
and  on  a  very  high  grade  ;  and  that,  being  on  the 
side  of  a  steep  hill,  the  erection  of  a  building 
would  be  attended  with  more  than  ordinary  ex- 
pense. Many  prominent  lawyers  and  officers  of 
the  court  have  strongly  favored  this  location, 
while  others  have  as  strongly  opposed  it.  In  or- 
der that  there  might  be  no  misunderstanding  as 
to  the  necessity  for  any  future  use  of  the  reser- 
voir, either  for  supplying  water  for  domestic  use 
or  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  inquiries  were 
made  of  the  Water  Board,  the  City  Engineer,  and 
the  Fire  Commiisioners,  and  their  answers  are 
appended. 

About  the  only  objection  which  can  be  urged 
against  the  location  in  front  of  the  City  Hall,  be- 
tween School  street  and  Bromfield  street,  is  the 
expense — and  that  is  so  large  as  to  more  than 
counterbalance  the  advantages.  The  assessors' 
valuation  of  about  63,000  feet,  giving  a  front  of 
two  hundred  feet  on  the  two  streets,  amounts  to 
about  $1,200,000. 

Other  sites  have  been  suggested,  and  have  been 
examined  by  the  committee,  but  none  of  them 
possess  the  advantages  of  those  which  have  been 
described.  The  committee  have  given  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
have  made  every  effort  to  comply  with  the  order 
of  the  Board,  but  they  find  themselves  unable  to 
agree— each  member  entertaining  views  diffeienl 
from  the  others.  The  localities  favored  by  the 
committee  are — 

1.  The  one  on  tbe  corner  of  Beacon  and  Somer 
set  streets. 
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2.  The  lot  bounded  by  Mt.  Vernon,  Temi)le, 
Derne  and  Hancock  streets. 

3.  The  northerly  end  of  Teniberton  square. 
While  I'uUy  adniittinf;  the  need  of   larger  and 

better  accommodations  tor  the  courts,  the  com- 
mittee feel  some  hesitation,  in  view  of  the  i)resent 
condition  of  our  finances  and  the  depressed  state 
of  business,  about  urging  immediate  action  upon 
the  matter.  Under  the  most  favorable  conditions 
it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  land  and  building 
can  be  provided  for  less  than  $1,250,000  or  $1,500,- 
000. 

Having  furnished  all  the  iiifiamation  in  their 
possession,  the  committee  would  respectfully  siib- 
mlt  the  whole  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Board.  Hiuam  Emery. 

John  T.  Clark. 

Charles  J.  Prescott. 
Committee  on  County  Buildings. 

Office  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  ( 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Nov.  21, 1874.     ( 

Jolin  T.  Clark,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  yours 
of  the  14th  I  will  say,  1  laid  the  matter  before  the 
board,  and  without  exiiressing  any  oi>inion  on  the 
subject  they  directed  me  to  get  the  views  of  the 
City  Engineer  on  the  subject.  1  have  consulted 
with  him  aud  also  with  Mr.  Jones,  Superintendent 
of  Eastern  Division,  and  Mr.  Davis.  Water  Regis- 
trar. They  all  agree  with  me  that  if  the  Beacon 
Hill  Reservoir  was  not  built  they  would  not  spend 
twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,00u)  for  all  the  value 
it  would  be  to  the  water  supply.  There  are  so 
many  connections  at  present  that  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  all  will  be  disabled  at  one  time. 
Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Gogin,  President  i  ro  tem. 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  Nov.  20, 1874.        | 

Alderman  John  T.  Clark:  Dear  Sir— In  answer 
to  your  inquiry  of  Nov.  18,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Beacon  Hill  Reservoir  now  serves  ro  purpose  of 
importance  in  maintaining  the  water  supply  of 
this  city,  and  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  can  be 
abandoned  without  detriment  to  the  distributing 
system.  Respectfully  yours, 

Joseph  P.  Davis, 

City  Engineer. 

Office  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
City  Hall,  Roston,  Jsov.  21, 1874. 
Alderman  J.  T.  Clark :  Sir— In  answer  to  your, 
inquiry,  "  whether  the  Fire  Commissioners  desire 
to  retain  the  Beacon- Hill  Reservoir  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  fires,"  the"  board  have  to  say  that 
they  cannot  recommend  the  abandoning  of  any 
reservoir  or  supply  of  water,  however  remote  may 
be  the  contingency  which  would  cause  it  to  be 
drawn  on  for  fire  purposes.  At  the  same  time 
they  are  satisfied,  from  the  information  derived 
from  the  City  Engineer,  that  the  Beacon-Hill  Res- 
ervoir would  be  drawn  from  only  in  the  event  of 
the  failure  of  the  standpipe  in  Boston  Highlands, 
and  of  the  new  reservoir  recently  built  on  Parker 
Hill,  a  condition  of  affairs  certainly  possible,  buVi 
not  probable.  Respectfully  yours. 

Alfred  P.  Rockwell, 
Chairman. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  report  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  shall  hesitate  about  expend- 
ing money  on  that  report,  as  it  does  not  seem  to 
aid  us  much.  As  it  is  late  in  the  year  and  very 
likely  this  Government  will  not  be  able  to  select  a 
site  for  a  Court  House,  even  if  it  were  judicious 
to  do  so — which  I  doubt  very  much  at  the  present 
time,  as  I  think  we  hpd  better  spend  the  money  to 
obtain  more  water  than  in  obtaining  another 
Court  House,  when  in  fact  we  have  four  addition- 
al courts  established  in  this  county  this  year — 
and,  therefore,  I  would  suggest  that  it  had  better 
be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Alderman  Emery — The  committee  have  investi- 
gated that  subject  quite  extensively,  and  there  is 
a  large  amount  of  information  in  the  report  that 
will  \iQ  valuable  to  the  city  hereafter,  as  some- 
thing will  undoubtedly  have  to  be  done  towards  a 
new  Court  House,  and"  it  wiU  be  rather  a  saving  of 
money  to  have  it  printed. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  only  objection  I  have  is 
that  it  terminates  without  finding  any  site.  It 
recommends  no  particular  locality.  If  the  com- 
mittee had  recommended    one  locality    and   stts- 


tained  it  by  any  argument  I  would  have  been  hap- 
py to  vote  to  have  it  printed. 

Alderman  Emery— The  best  three  sites  have 
been  presented,  biit  upon  any  one  of  those  the 
committee  have  bei'ii  unable  to  agree. 

The  Chairman— The  report  is  in  tne  hands  of  the 
Board  for  disposal.  Three  sites  have  been  recom- 
mended, either  of  which  is  good  enough  for  the 
location  of  a  Court  House,  and  if  this  Board  de- 
sire to  recommend  either  of  them  it  is  perfectly 
competent  for  them  to  do  so. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

proposed  enlargement  of  the  present  go drt 
house. 

Alderman  Peters  offered  the  following: 

Ord'-red,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  examine  into  the  practi- 
cability, expediency  and  expense  of  adding  a 
story  or  stones  to  the  present  Court  House,  and 
report  to  the  City  Council  thereon. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  am  glad  that  order  has 
been  offered.  I  shall  move  to  amend  it  by  adding, 
"Also,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
small  Court  House  for  the  transaction  ot  criminal 
business  on  city  land  near  the  County  Jail."  The 
city  has  a  large  tract  of  land  in  close  iiroximity  to 
the  jail,  where  criminals  could  be  taken  directly 
and  either  discharged  or  recommitted.  Certainly 
no  one  can  watch  the  daily  proceedings  in  front  of 
the  present  Court  House,  when  teaihs  come  up 
to  tae  door,  but  must  feel  that  something  is 
wrong;  that  it  is  bad  to  bring  criminals  there  to 
be  gazed  upon  by  idle  lookers-on.  It  is  bad 
both  for  the  criminals  and  the  lookers  on.  I  think 
it  would  be  good  policy  to  establish  a  Court  House 
in  the  jail,  where  criminals  could  be  discharged 
or  sentenced,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  kept  entirely 
out  of  sight  of  the  crowd,  who  go  to  the  present 
entrance  and  gaze  upon  them  from  mere  curiosity. 
I  believe  that  if  the  criminal  business  could  be  re- 
moved the  present  building  could  be  so  remodelled 
that  it  would  furnish  accommodations  for  the 
courts  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

Alderman  Peters— I  accept  the  amendment.  It 
seems  to  me  that  another  story  on  the  present 
building  would  give  i  the  courts  better  light  and 
air  and  more  freedom  from  noise  than  any  other 
place  you  could  put  them  in. 

Alderman  Brooks  hoped  the  order  would  lie 
over,  and  Alderman  Peters  said  it  was  merely  an 
order  for  the  committee  to  consider  and  report. 

The  order  was  passed. 

the   proposed   remedy   for    the   blocks   on 
tremont  street. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petitition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  the  location  ot  an  additional  track 
in  Washington  street,  etc.,  respectfully  report  the 
accompanying  order  of  location : 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  an  additional  track  in  Washington 
street,  from  Boylstou  street  to  Milk  street;  also  a 
track  m  Milk  street  from  Washington  street  to 
Hawley  street,  and  a  track  in  Hawley  street  from 
Milk  street  to  the  track  now  laid  tlown  in  Summer 
street ;  also  a  curved  track  to  connect  the  easterly 
track  on  Washington  street  with  the  track  now 
laid  down  in  Summer  street.  Said  company  are 
also  empowered  and  directed  to  change  theposi- 
tion  of  the  track  now  laid  down  on  VVashington 
street  between  Boylston  and  Summer  streets  so 
that  said  track  together  with  the  additional 
tracks  located  by  this  order  sb  all  conform  to  the 
red  lines  on  a  j)lan  drawn  by  W.  S.  Barbour  and 
A.  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  Nov.  21,1874,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the  track  located 
by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole 
work  of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used,  aiul  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  tracks,  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection aud  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also,  upon  the  con- 
dition that  the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad  Compa- 
ny shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall 
agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
herein  contained,  and  file  said  acceptance  and 
agreement  with  the  City  Clerk,  within  thirty  days 
of  the  date  of  its  passage ;  otherwise  it  shall  be 
null  and  void. 


NOVEMBER      23,       1874 


646 


Alderman  Peters— I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to  that 
order  being  reported  to  quickly  today,  that  no  dis- 
courtesy to  the  remonstrants  was  intended.  The 
Paving  Committee  present  this  as  their  scheme 
for  relieving  Tremont  street.  The  plan  which  I 
should  prefer  is  the  cutting  off  a  part  of  the  Com- 
mon, but  which  I  find  opposed  by  eveiy  man  who 
was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Maine  and  has 
made  Boston  his  home.  When  I  was  a  boy  the 
centre  of  population  in  Boston  was  about  Chauncy 
street.  On  Washington  street,  Shawmut  avenue 
and  Tremont  street  above  Dover  street  there  were 
no  houses,  and  a  population  of  100,000  now  reaches 
from  there  round  to  Beacon  street.  In  connection 
with  this  proposition  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
know  what  wa-  the  amount  of  freight  carried  by 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  in  1840.  I  wrote 
to  the  superintendent  [the  alderman  read  a  letter 

fiving  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  freighting 
one  now  and  in  former  yeaisl. 

The  Paving  Committee  do  not  want  to  play  any 
sharp  game  in  this  matter.  They  realize  the  im- 
portance of  something  being  done  to  relieve 
Tremont  street.  They  were  instructed  to  report 
on  this  matter  within  thirty  days,  and  although 
forty  days  have  passed  they  have  reported  as  soon 
as  they  could.  They  have  given  this  subject  full 
consideration,  and  are  unanimous  in  the  report, 
but  only  two  of  the  committee  are  in  favor  of 
the  order  taking  its  second  reading  today.  We 
thought,  however,  that  the  Board  would  be  the 
best  .judge  of  that.  We  do  not  preseut  any 
argument  for  this  report  except  that  it  is  a  scheme 
for  relieving  Tremont  street,  and  the  committee 
feel  that  it  is  a  scheme  thev  can  recommend.  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading  today, 
and  the  reason  I  do  so  is  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son. If  the  order  takes  its  second  reading  today, 
the  road  can  be  built  within  a  few  days.  The  great 
blocks  in  the  streets  call  for  something  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  ther**  is  no  other  solu- 
tion of  this  horse-car  difficulty  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  had  better  lie 
over  a  few  days,  not  only  for  us  to  consider  it,  but 
out  of  respect  for  the  remonstrants.  They  must 
know  that  there  has  been  no  meeting  of  the  Pav- 
ing Committee  since  the  petition  was  recomm't- 
ted  to  them,  and  that  the  order  now  reported  by 
that  committee  was  prepared  before  this  hearing. 
For  one  I  want  time  to  consider  the  order  more 
carefully. 

Alderman  Peters — The  committee  understand 
that  the  remonstrants  must  know  that  this  order 
was  written  within  a  short  time,  but  we  have 
given  the  subject  a  great  deal  of  consideration. 
The  committee  wint  it  understood  that  this  is 
their  scheme  for  relieving  Tremont  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Have  the  committee  ever 
considered  any  other  plan  for  the  relief  of  Tre- 
ment  street? 

Alderman  Peters — Individually  I  should  prefer 
to  cut  off  a  part  of  the  Common  to  begin  with, 
giving  three  tracks,  two  to  come  down  on  and  one 
to  go  back  on.  We  have  tried  to  find  somebody 
who  would  give  us  some  more  feasible  scheme 
than  the  one  proposed.  If  the  Alderman  has  such 
a  one  the  committee  would  be  very  glad  to  hear 
from  him. 

Alderman  Stebbins^I  have  looked  into  this 
matter  with  what  care  I  could,  and  have  conferred 
with  railroad  parties.  The  plan  which  always 
seemed  best  to  me  is  to  change  the  location  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad,  leaving  the  present  line 
on  Beach  street,  and  going  thence  through  Kings- 
ton and  Summer  streets  over  tracks  now  laid,  but 
unvised,  and  theiice  through  Ai-ch  or  Hawley 
street  to  Milk  street,  returning  thence  by  their 
old  route  through  Chauncy  or  by  Washington  and 
Essex  streets.  That, it  seems  to  me,  would  be  a 
much  better  location  than  t'r-eyhave  now,  and  they 
could  accommodate  their  customers  with  a  less 
nu.iiber  of  cars  than  they  have  now.  Then  change 
the  Middlesex  cars  to  Boylston  street  instead  of 
Temple  place,  and  let  the  Highland  cars  now  run- 
ning through  Eliot  street  pass  straight  down  Tre- 
mont street  and  out  through  Temple  place,  Wash- 
ington and  Eliot  streets.  That  would  take  about 
400  cars  from  Tremont  street,  and  give  them  ?.  bet- 
ter location  than  they  now  have,  a  better  loca- 
tion than  they  can  get. 

Alderman  Power— As  the  Alderman  from  the 
Seventeenth  Ward  has  said,  early  in  the  year 
there  was  an  order  passed  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving  to  consider  this  matter  of  the  blockade  of 
the  street?,  and  of  course  it  was  expected  that  we 
would  propose  some  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
After  fully  considering  the  whole  subject  the 
committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the   plan 


which  is  now  proposed,  under  a  petition  from  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad,  appeared  to  offer  the  best 
solution  of  the  difficulty,  and,  it  also  being  accept- 
able to  all  the  railroad  companies,  we  thought  on 
the  whole  that  we  would  report  in  favor  of  such  a 
plan,  and  after  consultation  with  the  companies 
the  committee  agreed  to  do  so.  Now,  sir,  some 
time  ago  I  voted  against  allowing  a  double  track 
to  be  laid  in  Washington  street,  from  Boylston 
street  to  Temple  place.  I  considered  that  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  abutters  on  that  street  were 
well  grounded,  although  seeming  somewhat  self- 
ish, as  tht  y  wished  to  accommodate  their  custom- 
ers who  go  there  in  carriages.  It  would,  no  doubt, 
be  a  great  inconvenience  to  those  people,  but  it 
seemed  to  me  that  public  necessity  demanded 
that  they  should  give  way  in  a  measure  and  put 
up  with  some  little  inconveniences  for  the  public 
good.  As  I  said  before,  we  see  no  solution  of  the 
difficulty  so  good  as  this  plan,  and  therefore  we 
had  made  up  our  minds  to  favor  it.  The  Com- 
mittee were  unanimous  for  it.  But  today  a 
remonstrance  has  come  in  for  the  first  time 
signed  by  three  or  four  hundred  persons  and 
it  has  never  been  before  the  committee.  We  have 
fully  considered  this  matter,  and  I  am  frank  to 
say  that  the  petition  does  not  alter  my  opinions 
on  the  subject  one  iota,  but  I  have  thought  this 
order  ought  to  lie  over  one  week,  that  the  com- 
mittee may,  at  least,  take  the  petition  and  look  at 
it.  Theiefore  I  am  in  favor  of  theoider,  but  favor 
its  lying  over  till  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Emer.v — I  hope  I  appreciate  the  feel- 
ings of  the  gentleman  on  my  right  [Alderman 
Power].  I  would  certainly  hot  ignore  proper 
courtesy  to  petitioners  before  this  Boajd,  but  at 
the  same  time  there  are  certain  contingencies 
which  we  cannot  ignore  either.  This  committee 
have  had  this  subject  under  consideration  a  very 
long  time,  and  now  if  it  is  delayed  one  week  per- 
haps It  would  be  fatal  to  carrying  out  the  object 
of  the  order.  It  is  poisible  that  the  weather 'wUl 
continue  as  we  have  had  it  through  (October  and 
November,  but  not  at  all  probable.  If  the  weath- 
er becomes  cold  or  snow  should  fall,  tnis  whole 
matter  would  probably  have  to  remain  hi  statu 
quo,  so  to  speak,  till  next  April.  No  railroad  com- 
pany would  undertake  to  lay  rails  during  the  winter 
season  after  the  frost  had  come.  I  must  agree 
with  the  committee  that  this  appears  to  be  the  only 
feasible  project  that  has  been  brought  forward 
f  jr  relieving  the  press  of  public  travel  on  Temple 
place  and  Tremont  str  jet.  There  may  be  some- 
thing brought  up  afterwards  that  will  answer  the 
purpose  as  well  as  this,  but  my  impression  is  that 
all  the  railroads  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  would  not  be  satisfied ;  and  if  they  would 
be  satisfied  1  believe  it  would  be  impracticable  for 
the  reason  that  the  curve  of  the  street  is  such  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  South  Boston  cars 
to  turn  out  of  Beach  street  into  Kingston.  That 
matter  has  been  looked  into  by  the  directors  of 
the  South  Boston  road. 

Alderman  Stebbins— What  is  the  width  of  King- 
ston street? 

Alderman  Emery— I  cannot  recollect. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  was  widened  to  sixty 
feet. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Still  I  think  the  plan  would 
be  impracticable,  for  you  deprive  the  South  Bos- 
ton road  of  taking  passengers  into  Washington 
street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  allow  them  to  re- 
turn through  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Emery— They  would  then  be  unable 
in  coming  from  South  Boston  to  take  their  passen- 
gers where  seven-eights  of  them  desire  to  go. 
The  railroad  is  willing  to  be  located  on  the  route 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  not 
that  they  would  get  an  increase  of  passengers, 
but  that  they  desire  to  yield  to  the  require- 
ments of  tl;e  city,  by  helping  to  relieve  this  crowd- 
ing of  cars  through  Temple  place  and  Tremont 
street.  If  they  could  go  with  their  usual  facilitie.s 
they  would  prefer  to  retain  their  cars  where  they 
now  are.  But  in  coming  down  town  they 
con>^ider  it  indispensable  to  reach  Washing- 
ton street  in  the  nearest  possible  way.  Fur- 
thermore, if  you  give  up  the  present  arrangement 
to  adopt  any  other,  you  are  certainly  foiled  for 
the  present,  and  will  not  be  able  to  carry  out  anj'- 
thirg  during  the  present  season,  and  it"  must  be 
next  April,  at  least,  before  the  railroads  would 
undertake  to  tear  up  the  streets  and  lay  rails. 
It  must  be  patent  to  every  man  here  that  it  will 
be  very  bad  getting  through  the  winter  with  the 
present  number  of  cars  in  the  street  without  some 
relief.    We    shall    be  badly    Mocked  with  snow, 
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natuially,  and  we  must  have  some  relief  from  the 
additional  crowding;-  up  of  the  streets  by  the  cars. 

Ahlernian  Hall— I  '.■alle'd  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  (juestion,  that  vvc  may  fji't  a  fair  solution 
of  this  problem.  Tlie  gentleman  wlio  now  op- 
pc-^es  this  order  taking  its  second  reading,  once 
brought  in  a  report  in  favor  of  allowing  the  High- 
laud  Company  to  run  over  the  tracks  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan;  lie  wanted  it  passed  the  same  evening, 
and  since  then  we  have  had  tiie  streets  perfectly 
blockaded.  I  olfered  an  oroerfor  the  various 
railroads  to  furnish  their  time  tables,  and  now 
thi«  committee  have  come  in  with  their  report, 
and  those  who  come  to  remonsti'ate  i  would  like 
to  treat  with  tourtesv-  Hut  those  who  own  stores 
are  not  all  the  people  in  tlie  communi- 
ty. It  is  the  greit  imblic  wfio  must  be 
accommodated,  not  mei^'ly  the  few  ?tore- 
keejiers.  If  the  South  Boston  road  can  have  this 
location  they  will  takd  off  125  from  the  430  on  Tre- 
mont  street;  and  1  understand  that  the  Metropol- 
itan road  proposes  to  run  the  Norfolk  House  line 
over  this  route,  which  will  take  300  trips  off  the 
circuit  and  greatly  relieve  the  travel  there,  and 
tliat  will  relieve  Tremont  street  very  much  at  the 
corner  of  Temple  place.  The  lateness  of  the  sea- 
sou  when  the  committee  h:ive  reported,  and  the 
precedent  that  the  15oard  has  already  established 
are  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  passing  this  or- 
der this  evening.  The  remonstrants  have  been 
heard,  and  the  committee,  after  heaiing  them, 
say  that  this  is  the  thing  to  do.  Then  why  should 
we  wait  till  tomorrow  when  the  ground  may  freeze 
over? 

Alderman  Power — I  forgot  to  say  that  since  this 
matter  was  before  the  Board  I'have  carefully 
watched  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  street  there, 
and  I  am  tirmly  convinced  that  the  peoi  le  on  that 
section  of  Washington  street  will  nbi,  suffer  any 
more  inconvenience  with  tvvo  tracks  thSn  they 
have  since  the  Highland  and  Middlesex  cars  have 
been  permitted  to  go  round  the  circuit.  I  am  op- 
posed to  cutting  off  the  Common  to  widen  Tre- 
mont street,  and  I  favor  this  plan  in  order  to  pre- 
vent them  from  making  any  pretext  for 
catting  off  the  Common,  and  I  believe  if 
the  matter  is  arranged  in  this  way  that 
will  be  obviated.  In  relation  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  going  round  the  circuit,  there 
were  no  remonstrants  against  it.  I  am  prepared 
to  pass  upon  this  matter  this  evening,  but  that 
petition  has  come  in  and  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  and  of  course  they  all  know  we 
never  have  looked  at  it,  and  it  would  seem  very 
disrespectful  to  them  to  appear  to  throw  it  into 
the  waste  basket.  My  mind  is  made  up  for  grant- 
ing this  privilege,  because  I  think  it  will  result  in 
good  to  everybody.  The  AJderman  opposite 
[Alderman  Stebbins]  says  that  by  adopting  the 
rovite  ne  speaks  of,  it  will  take  off  some  125  cars. 
This  will  take  off  some  300  cars.  Chauncy  street 
will  also  be  relieved. 

Alderman  Emery — If  there  are  remonstiances 
presented  next  Monday  will  the  gentleman  desire 
the  same  courtesy  extended  to  them?  and  would 
he  wish  it  postponed  another  week  out  of  courtesy 
to  them  ? 

Alderman  Power — At  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  this  Board  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vote  on  this 
question,  and  I  do  not  know  of  anything,  as  I  said 
before,  tnat  will  change  my  opinions.  I  have 
looked  the  matter  all  over  and  believe  this  to  be 
the  very  best  solution  of  the  difficulty,  and  unless 
some  other  scdution  is  proposed  that  can  be  car- 
ried out  as  speedily  as  this  can  be,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared next  Monday  to  vote  for  this  order. 

Alderman  Peters — 1  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  if  his  plan  would  not  carry  all  the 
cars  up  AVashington  street  and  make  it  worse  than 
before.  Now  we  have  the  cars  all  going  in  one 
direction.    I  see  many  objections  to  his  plan. 

Alderman  Wor^hington— I  hope  the  order  will 
lie  over  for  one  week ;  it  is  due  to  the  remon- 
strants. We  have  had  a  long  remon'^trance  from 
the  best  liusiness  men  on  the  street,  and  shall  we 
not  give  a  moment's  consideration  to  them,  but 
pass  an  order  that  was  prepared  beforehand? 
When  this  order  comes  up  1  see  no  reason  why  I 
shall  not  vote  for  it.  I  see  no  other  solution  of 
this  great  difficulty.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
courtesy  to  the  remonstrants  requires  that  we 
should  let  it  lie  over  one  week.  I  certainly  think  we 
should  take  time  to  consider  it  after  letting  them 
have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  a  special 
meeting  be  held  at  1  P.  M.  on  Wednesday ,to  which 
Alderman  Peters  .assented,  and  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion for  a  second  reading. 


Alderman  Cutter— If  you  proi  ose  to  give  the 
public  any  remedy  for  1  eing  detained  by  horse 
cars  on  Tremont  sti  eet  and  Temple  idace,  and  on 
the  circuit,  you  may  as  well  do  it  now.  You  may 
as  well  take  the  bull  by  the  ho.  ns  now  as  next 
Wednesday.  If  you  [iropose  to  knuckle  to  the  te- 
monstrants  today  I  prisume  it  will  be  the  same 
thing  next  Wednesday,  ar.d  they  will  keep  your 
knees  .-haking.  You  cannot  always  relieve  the 
public  by  allowing  double  tracks  to  be 
laid     in     the     stieet.  No      man      likes      to 

have  a  double  track  in  front  of  his  store.  The 
Alderman  fiom  the  Highlands  wishes  to  act  cour- 
teously with  the  remonstrant';.  Did  he  show  the 
remonstrants  any  courtesy  wlien  the  order  for 
cutting  down  the  Paddock  Elms  was  before  the 
Board?  No.  He  moved  that  it  take  its  second 
reading  at  that  session,  and  when  the  order 
was  passed  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  and  that  right  in  the  face 
of  the  remonstrants,  and  that  1  believe  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  outrages  ever  committed 
by  this  Government.  Shall  I  hesitate  to  do 
my  duty?  You  have  got  the  merits  of  this 
case  just  as  well  as  you  will  have  them  on 
Wednesday.  Perhaps  in  one  or  two  days  the  frost 
and  snow  will  prevent  its  being  done  until  next 
spring.  This  is  no  new  subject  to  the  Paving 
Committee.  Last  year  there  was  a  petition  for  a 
double  track  between  Boylston  street  and  Temple 
place,  and  the  committee  reported  leave  to  with- 
draw. They  did  the  same  thing  early  this  year. 
They  have  now  gone  over  the  ground  for  the 
third  time,  and  if  you  want  to  relieve  the  pub- 
lic, you  ha>e  got  to  meet  the  question  now. 
If  there  is  any  merit  in  the  remonstrance, 
vote  down  the  order.  If  there  is  any  virtue  in  the 
order,  let  the  railroad  companies  have  the  advan- 
tage of  it.  because  they  want  to  put  down  the 
tracks  forthwith,  and  it  certainly  would  be  a  vei-y 
great  advantage  to  put  down  the  track  as  far  as 
Summer  street,  for  they  could  almost  do  it  bynext 
Wednesday.  1  trust  that  gentlemen  will  meet 
this  question  upon  its  merits,  and  not  equivocate. 
I  respect  the  remonstrants,  but  I  do  not  allow 
them  to  interfere  with  my  good  judgment.  I  go 
for  the  greatest  good  for  the  largest  number. 

Alderman  Peters— All  the  remonstrances  they 
could  bring  in  here  would  not  shake  me  one  atom. 
I  withdrew  the  motion  for  a  second  reading  be- 
cause I  thought  I  was  unable  to  get  it  through  at 
this  meeting.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  done  for  the 
public  benefit,  and  I  do  not  care  a  snap  for  all  the 
horse  railroads. 

Alderman  Brooks  suggested  that  the  hour  for 
Wednesday's  meeting  be  4  P.  M.,  which  Alderman 
Stebbins  accepted  and  so  framed  his  motion. 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  it  hardly  worth  while 
to  postpone  the  order  if  it  is  to  be  passed.  If  it  is 
to  be  defeated  at  all  defeat  it  today. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  motion  for  an  adjourned 
meeting  on  the  table,  by  Alderman  Cutter,  was 
lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  an  adjourned  meeting  Wednesday,  at  4  P.  M., 
was  ordered— yeas,  10,  nays  2— Aldermen  Cutter 
and  Peters  voting  ijay. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
for  Wednesday,  at  4  P.  M. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  National  Bank  of  Repub- 
lic, recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  $51.23,  assessed  upon  the  Nation- 
al Bank  of  the  Republic  for  a  sewer  in  Merchants' 
row,  and  $10.97  assessed  upon  B.  McWilliams  for 
a  sewer  in  Gray  and  Call  streets,  be  hereby 
abated. 

Re.ad  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  the  schedules  of  cost  of  construct- 
ing sewers  in  Oneida,  Hamilton,  Dorchester, 
\Vashington  (Charlestown),  Condor,  Washington 
squaro,  Hartford  and  High,  South  Eden,  Brook 
avenue,  Eightli,  Warren  place,  and  Rochester 
streets,  (previously  referred  to  said  committee,) 
are  correct,  and  recommending  the  passage  of  ac- 
companying orders  for  the  proportionate  assess- 
ment upon  and  collection  of  the  same  from  the 
persons  named  therein.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

RECONSIDERATION  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  resonsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  by  which  was  passed  the  order 
for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to. license 
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plumbers,  and  to  make  regulations  relating  to 
■mof-pi"  fixtures. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  reconsideration  was  refused  —  yeas  5, 
nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

PAVING    IN  FRONT  OF    FANEUIL    HALL    MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  last  meeting  by  which  leave  to  withdraw 
was  given  on  petition  of  Merriam  &  Philbrook 
and  others,  that  the  sidewalk  on  West  side  of 
Faneuil  Hall  be  widened.  He  desired  members  of 
the  Board  to  visit  the  locality  and  see  for  them- 
selves, and  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table  till  the  next  regular  meeting. 
The  granting  of  the  petition  was  unanimously 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Market. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  the  Committee  on 
Paving  were  unanimous  that  the  sidewalk  need 
not  be  widened.  The  trouble  was  that  the  side- 
walk was  leased  to  dealers. 

Alderman  Cutter  concurred  in  the  sentiments 
of  Aldennan  Power,  and  thought  the  removal  of 
the  tenants  the  proper  remedy.  He  believed  the 
Committee  on  Market  were  shirking  their  duty. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  made  the  motion  to 
give  members  a  chance  to  visit  the  locaUty.  Three 
members  of  the  Board  on  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket recommended  it;  three  others  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  objected  to  it;  he  wanted  the  others 
to  judge  for  themselves. 

Alderman  Peters  said  what  was  needed  was  to 
clear  the  sidewalk. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  believe  the  Committee 
on  Market  had  a  right  to  lease  any  part  of  the 
sidewalk. 


Alderman  Hall  hoped  it  would  lie  over,  as  every 
one  must  know  the  street  is  very  narrow. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Paving  Committee 
had  been  over  the  subject  several  times,  and  had 
always  opposed  the  widening  of  that  sidewalk. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table — 
yeas  9,  nays  3 ;  Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters  and  Power 
voting  nay. 

WARRANT   FOR  CITY  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  lecal  voters  of  this  city,  in  their  re- 
spective wards,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifteenth  day  of 
December  next,  being  the  Tuesday  after  the  sec- 
ond Monday  of  said  month,  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M., 
then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one 
able  and  discreet  person  to  be  Mayor  of  this  city; 
also  for  twelve  Aldermen,  all  of  w'jom  to  be  in- 
habitants of  this  city ;  also  to  give  in  their  bal- 
lots for  a  Warden,  Clerk  and  five  Inspectors  of 
Elections ;  two  members  of  the  School  Committee, 
to  serve  three  years,  and  four  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  except  in  Wards  17, 19,  20,  21  and  22, 
where  the  voters  shall  elect  only  so  mav)y  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  of  the  school 
committee  as  thev  are  entitled  to  by  law,  all  to  he 
inhabitants  of  this  city  and  resident  within  their 
respective  wards.  Also  to  give  in  their  vote-?  for 
one  able  and  discreet  person  to  serve  as  a  stieet 
commissioner  for  three  years — from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January  next;  also  to  notify  the  voters  in 
the  following  wards  to  fill  vacancies  existing  in 
the  school  committee  in  the  delegations  to  that 
body  from  said  wards,  viz.,  one  member  from 
Wards  2,  4,6,  9,  11,14,  15  and  19;  all  the  foregoing 
to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot.  The  polls  to  oe 
kept  open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  ad- 
journed and  stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next 
at  4  P.  M. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Cliaiiman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Four  grand  and  five  petit  jurors  for  the  Decem- 
ber term  of  the  United  Statts  District  Court,  and 
tifty-tour  traverse  jurois  for  the  September  term 
of  the  Supieme  Judicial  Court  were  drawn. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
cens-es  s^ubmitled  reports  as  follows : 

Victuallei's  Licensee  Transferred— John  McDon- 
ough,  corner  O  and  Eighth  streets,  to  Daniel  Bris- 
coe. 

Billiard  License  Granted-  L.W .  Poi  ter,  375 Wash- 
ington street. 

THE  ELECTION  IN  WARD  SEVENTEEN. 

Alc'eiman  Stebbins  submitted  the  followiiig: 
The  undersigned,  having  examined  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  in  Ward  17  at  the  second  meeting  on 
th^  23d  ii.st.  for  choice  of  a  Representative  to  the 
(iet.erai  Court  from  the  Secona  Noifolk  District, 
report  that  it  appears  from  said  returns  tnat  Jo- 
seph S.  Ropes  nas  been  chosen.  Your  committee 
recommend  that  a  certificate  of  electiou  be  issued 
by  the  City  Clerk  accordingly. 
S.  B.  Stebbins. 

Francis  A.  Peters.  \  Committee. 
Alanson  Bigelow. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

the     double     tracks    in    WASHINGTON     STREET. 

Tlie  Board  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  assignment,  namely,  the  report  and  order 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  granting  the  1<  cation 
of  another  track  to  tlie  Metropolitan  Railroad  in 
Washington  street,  fiom  I^oylston  street  to  Milk 
street,  and  of  a  track  in  Milk  and  Hawley  streets. 

Tue  question  was  on  the  passage  o£  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbint — Whtn  this  report  and  or- 
I'er  were  under  consideration  last  Monday  even- 
ing, I  suggested  that  proper  courtesy  for  the  peti- 
tioners whom  we  heard  at  that  time,  as  well  as 
for  a  proper  understanding  of  the  order  by  our- 
selves, should  be  a  sufficient  excus-e  for  us  to  post- 
pone further  action  until  the  next  meeting,  'ihe 
matter  was  postponed,  and  tnis  meeting  was  call- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  considering  it.  I  recognize  as 
fully  as  any  one,  I  think,  the  accommodatioES  fur- 
nisned  by  these  various  railroads,  and  also  the  difti- 
culties  we  are  daily  experiencing,on  Tremont  street 
especially,  by  the  blockading  of  the  street  by  hoise 
cars;  but,  sir,  I  hardly  think  we  shall  be  wariant- 
ed  in  relieving  the  blockade  in  one  street  by 
blockading  another.  And  for  one  i  propose  thatthe 
matter  may  be  recommitted  to  the  Comini  tee 
on  Paving  to  see  if  some  other  method  cannot  be 
devised  to  relieve  the  blockade  upon  Tiemont 
street  and  al.-o  to  furnish  the  horse  railroads  suf- 
ttcient  accoinniodatious  for  their  patrons.  The 
plar"  which  1  tuggCfted  on  Monday,  in  answer  to 
the  inquiry  from  the  Alderman  f.  om  Ward  17 — 
that  the  South  Boston  Horse  Railroad  n)ight  bet- 
ter be  accommodated  on  the  east  side  of  \\  a:hing- 
tou  street— seems  to  me  to  offer  a  very  good  solu- 
tion of  the  aifficulty  wenow  experience.  The  route 
might  be  varied  from  that  which  I  then  biought 
to  the  attention  ot  the  Board  ;  but  it  .-:eems  to  me 
that  the  lemoval  of  400  cars  per  day  from  Temont 
street  would  aflord  a  great  measure  of  relit  f,  es- 
pecially from  the  fact  that  the  railroad  itself  and 
its  patrons  would  be  as  well  accommodated  on  the 
east  side  of  \\ashington  street  as  they  are  now. 
They  would  have  a  better  location  thqn  now,  and 
would  afford  to  their  patrons  facilities  equal  to 
those  they  now  enjoy;  they  woidd  lana  their 
patrons  on  Milk  street,  in  the  heart  of  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city,  and  return  by  Washington 
or  Hawley  street,  making  their  route  shorter 
and  enaliling  them  to  do  their  business  with  a 
much  less  number  of  cars,  and  making  the 
number  of  trips  much  less  than  now.  If  the 
motion  to  recommit  shall  not  prevail,'  I  shall  move 
to  amend  the  order  so  that  the  double  tiack  shall 
be  laid  only  from  Temple  place  to  Milk  street.  I 
do  not  see  why  any  necessity  exists  for  a  double 
track  from  Essex  street  to  Temple  place,  for,  cer- 
tainly, no  one  can  go  on   Washington  street   and 


notice  the  number  of  cars  and  teams  on  each  side 
but  must  be  convinced  that  the  objections  raised 
here. last  Monday  are  well  founded.  I  hope  the 
report  will  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  the  order  modified  and  some  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  committee  that  will  afford  the 
railroads  all  the  conveniences  they  require,  and 
do  away  with  the  necessity  of  blockading  Wash- 
ington street.  To  enable  'them  to  further  pursue 
their  investigations  1  move  to  recommit  the  re- 
port and  order  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  with 
instructions  to  consider  and  report  if  some  other 
method  cannot  be  devised  to  relieve  the  crowded 
state  of  Tremont  street. 

Alderman  Power — As  I  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, the  Committee  on  Paving  have  had  this  mat- 
ter under  consideration  for  several  months,  and 
have  fully  considered  it  in  every  wav,— the  rights 
of  the  abutters  on  that  street,  the  inconvenience 
they  will  be  put  to,  and  all  matters  bearing  upon 
the  question,  —  but,  as  I  said  before,  the 
committee  seemed  to  think  that  it  would 
be  for  the  public  good  to  do  what  we  have 
recommended,  and  that  was  ths,ir  opinion 
when  that  report  was  presented  here.  1  have 
not  changed  my  mind  since.  If  the  majority  of 
the  Board  think  that  any  other  course  will  be  bet- 
ter, why,  of  course,  we  must  take  this  matter  and 
consider  it  again.  But  that  order  is  reported  by 
the  committee  after  deliberating  serously  ai:d  for 
a  great  length  of  time  on  every  view  of  the  mat- 
lei-.  I  have  not  changed  my  mind,  and  still  think 
it  would  be  for  the  public  good,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, 10  have  that  location  granted.  It  w'as 
supposed  by  some  people  who  objected  to  this 
plan  that  it  was  going  to  make  matters 
worse  in  Chauncy  street,  and  there  were 
some,  I  think,  who  came  here  for  that 
reason.  They  do  not  feel  any  concern  or  anx- 
iety for  any  oiher  place  but  Chauncy  street. 
But  I  think  this  plan  is  going  to  relieve  Chauncy 
street  somewhat,  instead  of  making  matters  worse, 
as  less  cars  will  be  run  through  there  than  now. 
It  seems  to  me  that  «ne  of  two  things  must  be 
done;  either  these  horse  cars  must  be  abolished, 
or  we  must  give  them  ■  ome  place  to  run.  Of 
course  the  public  wants  will  not  be  complied  with 
if  we  drive  thtm  on  to  the  back  streets,  where  no- 
body lives,  and  where  they  will  be  out  of  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  city,  to  meet  the  public  want 
and  convenience,  the  cais  unit  run  through  our 
princijjal  thoroughfares,  and  it  must  be  obvious 
to  every  one  who  has  spent  any  time  on  Tremont 
street,  between  Temple  place  and  Bromtield 
street,  that  it  will  not  do  to  allow  the  present 
state  of  things  to  exist  a  single  moment  longer 
than  any  reasonable  plan  for  the  solution  of  the 
difficulty  can  be  found.  Therefore  I  hope  that 
the  order  presented  by  ;he  Paving  Committee  will 
pass,  because  I  sincerely  believe  it  is  the  best  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty.  The  motive  which  actuates 
the  Paving  Committee  is  to  do  the  greatest  good 
to  the  largest  number,  to  do  the  best  thing  we  can 
for  the  public,  and  I  think  that  no  one  here  be- 
lieves they  are  actuated  by  any  other  motive.  Of 
course  it  is  useless  to  discuss  the  question  of  horse 
railioads,  their  convenience,  and  what  they  have 
done  lo  make  Washington  street  a  desirable  place 
to  do  business  upon,  or  what  it  would  be  if  we 
should  drive  them  away  from  it.  My  opinion  is 
that  the  gentlemen  who  came  here  and  said  that 
business  is  going  to  be  injured  are  mistaken.  I 
am  one  of  the  owners  of  as  valuable— one  of  the 
most  valuable,  I  think — an  estate  as  there  is  on 
Washington  street,  between  Summer  and  Boyl- 
ston  streets,  and  I  think  it  is  going  to  be  a  benefit 
to  that  estate.  I  refer  to  the  Emigrant  Savings 
Pink.  I  speak  for  myself,  and  not  for  anybody 
else,  when  I  say  that.  I  am  one  of  the  officers  of 
that  institution,  and  I  think  the  property  is  going 
to  be  gieaMy  benefited,  instead  of"  injured, 
by  having  those  tracks  go  there.  I  think  those 
gentlemen  aie  mistaken  ;  I  think  it  will 
not  injiite  thf'ir  business  at  all.  I  know  it  will 
put  them  and  their  customers  to  some  incon 
veiiience;  but  there  are  many  sioo  streets  where 
their  drivers  can  take  their  carriages  and  wait 
for  them.  'Iherefoie,  in  view  of  the  great  public 
benefit  it  will  be,  I  think  those  people  should  be 
willing  to  submit  to  the  little  inconvenience  it 
will  be  to  them  in  that  respect.  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass,  as  I  honestly  believe  it  will  be  for  the 
l)ublic  good,  and  it  is  the  best  Folution  of  this 
difficulty  that  1  can  see  at  present.  If  a  majority 
of  this  Board  think  there  is  a  better  plan,  of 
course  I  must  submit  to  their  will ;  but  I  think 
the  whole  of  the  Paving  Committee  are  of  the 
opuiion  that  I  now  express. 
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Alderman  Peters — As  one  of  tlie  Paving-  Com- 
mittee, I  hope  this  order  will  not  be  recommitted 
to  them.  We  have  worked  over  this  for  three  or 
four  months,  and  unaiiimously  present  this  plan. 
If  it  is  a  poor  plan  defeat  it.  There  is  no  use  in 
sendiiig  it  back  to  them.  There  is  no  more  talent 
in  the  Paving  Committee  now  than  before,  and 
they  have  no  more  ingenious  theories  to  work  out. 
If  the  plan  is  a  giod  one,  let  the  Board  pass  the 
order;  if  not,  let  it  be  defeated.  I  believe  we 
could  noc  be  made  to  think  differenily— that 
this  is  '  a  bad  plan,  —  and  we  cannot  be 
made  to  report  what  we  think  is  a 
better  plnn,  because  we  cannot  see  a  better  one. 
All  the  streets  in  Boston  are  narrow;  the  original 
st  eets  have  not  been  widened,  as  population  has 
increased,  and  there  are  four  or  five  hundred 
thousand  people  within  ten  miles  of  Boston  who 
have  got  to  come  through  these  streets — there  is 
no  u.se  telling  thev  shall  not.  The  next  question 
is,  How  shalfthey  do  it?  The  horse  cars  must  not 
be  allowed  to  stop  in  front  of  every  door  to  land 
passengers,  or  wait  for  them  to  come,  and 
I  do  not  see  why  carriiges  cannot  land 
their  passengers  and  come  back  for  them. 
So  far  as  the  valuation  of  the  property  is 
concerned,  I  think  this  location  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  retail  trade.  The  cars  will  be 
going  on  both  tracks  and  passengers  will  be  land- 
ed in  front  of  the  stores,  a  convenience  which  I 
think  the  public  have  a  right  to  demand.  If 
"Washington  street  is  too  narrow,  it  may  event- 
ually lead  to  widening  it.  I  see  it  stated  in  the 
papers  that  two  teams  and  two  cars  cannot  pass 
each  other  on  Washington  street.  An  imi^ossibil- 
ity  cannot  take  place ;  if  they  meet  in  a  narrow 
place,  one  will  have  to  stop  and  let  the  other  pass 
— the  cars  will  not  go  over  the  tops  of  the  teams 
nor  the  teams  over  the  cars.  We  all  understand 
that  perfectly. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  fully  agree  with  the  opin- 
ion expressed  by  the  Alderman  <,n  my  left  [Alder- 
man Stebbins].  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  For 
one,  I  certainly  c,<nnot  see  my  way  clear  to  vote 
for  the  order  as  it  is  now  presented  to  the  Board. 
It  is  true  that  this  taking  off  two,  three  or  four 
hundred  cars  will  relieve  Tremont  street  at  the 
exjjense  of  Washington  street,  and,  to  use  a  home- 
ly phrase,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  like  jumping  out  of 
the  frying  i  an  into  the  fire.  I  need  no  other 
argument  to  convince  me  that  this  order,  recotr  - 
mended  by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  ought  not 
to  pass,  than  to  spend  a  half -hour  on  Washington 
street  as  it  is  now.  I  have  been  accustomed  dur- 
ing more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  go  through 
that  street  nearly  every  day,  and  since  this  order 
has  been  under  consideration  by  this  Board,  I 
have  taken  an  opportunity  to  pass  some  time  upon 
that  street,  and  to  notice  the  state  of  travel  there 
now.  I  found  frequent  blocks  upon  that  street, 
even  with  only  a  single  track ;  I  found  po- 
licemen stationed  at  the  crossing  of  nearly 
every  street  between  Essex  and  Milk  streets 
in  order  to  prevent  blockades  in  the  street. 
Those  blockades  do  occur  very  frequently, 
notwithstanding  tt'e  diligence  of  the  nolice, 
and  must  inevitably  occur.  I  tried  myseff,  this 
forenoon,  and  waited  ten  minutes  to  get  an  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  to  the  policeman  stationed  at  one 
of  these  crossings  to  ask  him  about  his  experience 
as  an  officer  on  that  street,  but  I  could  not  get  the 
opportnnity,  for  the  officer  had  all  he  could  do  to 
prevent  a  blockade  in  the  street.  If  that  is  the 
condition  of  affairs  at  the  present  time,  it  must  be 
immeasurably  wor? e  when  we  have  another  track 
on  that  sti  eeti.  The  Alderman  on  my  right  [Alder- 
man Peters]  has  suggested ,  that  if  another  track  is 
put  there,  and  it  is  found  that  the  street  cannot  ac- 
commodate public  travel,  it  may  be  necessary  and 
expedient  to  widen  Washington  street.  I  hardly 
think  that  in  the  present  state  of  our  finances,  we 
want  to  entertain  that  proposition  for  a  moment. 
In  the  pa^t  two  years  not  less  than  f  480,000  have 
been  spent  in  wideningWashington  street,  betv/een 
Milk  and  Essex  streets,  to  accommodate  public 
travel,  allowing  the  single  track  to  remain  on  Wash- 
ington street,  and  I  think  we  never  should  widen  it 
again  for  the  sake  of  having  a  double  track  there. 
I  believe  it  i'?  absolutely  impossible  to  run  cars  in 
opposite  directions  on  that  street  without  turning 
away  almost  all  other  kinds  of  vehicles.  The 
arguments  presented  here,  by  parties  owning 
propel  ty  or  doing  business  on  Washington  street, 
are,  it  seems  to  me,  unanswerable.  I  believe  it 
will  be  a  serious  detriment  to  the  retail  trade 
there,  besides  creating  a  blockade  which  the  whole 
police  force  of  this  city    could   not    disentangle. 


It  has  been  truly  stated  that  many  of  the  stores 
in  the  narrowest  portion  of  the  street  have  no 
rear  passages,  and  that  all  the  merchandise  must 
be  carried  in  at  the  front  door,  and  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  some  teams  to 
stand  before  those  stores  in  order  ,tha£  peo- 
ple may  transact  their  business.  The  Alder- 
man Irom  Ward  6  [Alderman  Cutter]  seemed  to 
be  strenuous  at  the  last  meeting  that  we  should 
pass  this  order  before  winter  set  in,  as  a  deep 
snow  might  fall  and  make  it  impossible  to  lay  the 
track.  I  should  like  the  gentleman  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  Washington 
street,  with  even  an  ordinary  amount  of  snow,  if 
another  track  is  laid.  The  railroad  corporations 
would  of  course  feel  obliged  to  clear  their  tracks ; 
snow  ploughs  would  be  run  through  the  street  on 
each  track,  which  would  make  it  absolutely  im- 
possible tor  any  other  kind  of  teams  to  pass — be- 
sides, the  turning  of  the  snow  upon  the  sidewalks 
would,  I  believe,  render  them  impassable  by 
pedestrians.  It  seems  to  me  that,  in  the  winter, 
with  the  snow  ploughs  running  there,  and  piling 
the  snow  up  in  the  space  left  between  the  tracks 
and  the  sidewalks,  would  render  it  absolutely  im- 
possible for  teams' to  pass.  The  true  solution  of 
this  question,  it  seems  to  me,  will  be  to  take  off 
some  of  the  cars  now  in  such  streets  as  Tremont 
or  Washington,  instead  of  putting  down  new 
tracks  there.  It  is  absolutely  impolitic  for  us  to 
consider  for  an  instant  any  measure  for  allowing 
the  horse  cars  to  bring  all  the  people  liv- 
ing within  a  circuit  of  five  or  ten  miles 
through  our  two  mam  thoroughfares.  It  can- 
not be  done.  South  Boston  people  very  nat- 
urally wish  to  have  direct  communication  with 
the  two  principal  thoroughfares  of  this  city.  If 
they  should  have  it.  why  not  others?  The  people 
of  Brighton,  who  are  now  left  over  in  Bowdoin 
square,  might  as  well  claim  the  right  to  have  a 
passage  from  their  homes  to  these  thoroughfares  ; 
the  people  of  Mt.  Bowdoin  and  of  Milton  Lower 
Mills,  who  are  now  left  on  Federal  street,  at  the 
foot  of  Summer  street,  might  just  as  well  claim 
the  right  to  be  brought  directly  through  these 
thoroughfares.  The  suggestion  made  by  the  Al- 
derman on  my  left  [Alderman  Stebbins]  to 
keep  the  cars  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  on  the  east  sitle  of  Washing- 
ton street,  would,  it  seems  to  me,  be  a  far  better 
solution  of  the  problem  than  the  plan  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  Why  can  they  not  come  round 
to  the  head  of  Summer  street  and  return  possibly 
by  the  fame  way  they  do  now?  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  I  have  giver  the  to  study  this  matter  that 
will  enable  me  to  recommend  any  particular 
changes  in  regard  to  the  running  of  car«  at  the 
present  time;  but  the  condition  of  Washington 
street,  with  a  single  track,  frequently  blockaded, 
almost  impossible  for  teams  to  get  through 
and  then  only  at  a  very  slow  rate  of  speed 
— is  a  sufficient  argument  to  convince  me 
that  it  would  be  highiy  injudicious  for  us  to  grant 
this  netition  for  a  second  track.  Although  the 
committee  have  studied  tiiis  matter  thoroughly 
and  are  unanimous  in  this  report,  I  should  like  to 
ask  if  they  have  considered  any  other  plan.  I 
have  taken  pains,  since  last  Monday,  to  ask  the 
opinions  of  men  whose  judgment  is  to  be  respect- 
ed in  this  matter — men  whom  members  of  this 
Board  would  naturally  go  to  for  instruction  in 
this  matter — and  without  a  single  exception,  the 
opinion  has  been  expressed  to  me,  by  those  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  would  be  a  very  unwise  course  in- 
deed. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  says  he  would 
like  to  ask  the  Paving  Committee  a  question.  I 
would  say  again,  that  since  this  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Paving  Committee  I  have  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  going  over  this  route,  and 
looking  at  every  phase  of  the  question.  I  do  not 
change  my  vote  very  often  on  a  subject  that  comes 
before  this  Government,  and  I  would  liot  change 
it  unless  I  thought  1  was  justified,  and  had  the 
vei-y  be>t  re;;>ons  in  the  world  for  doing 
so.  On  a  former  occasion  I  voted  against 
allowing  a  second  track  in  Washington 
street,  between  Boyiston  street  and  Tem])le 
place,  because  I  thought  the  remonstratue  of  the 
abutters  thee  contained  «ome  merits,  and  was 
well  grounded.  And  I  think  now  that  they  will 
be  put  to  some  considerable  inconvenience; 
some  of  their  wealthy  customers  will  be  put  to  what 
may  appear  to  them  a  very  great  inconvenience, 
in  having  to  drive  their  carriages  into  some  of 
the  side  streets  and  walk  a  veiyfew  steps— but 
uhat  is  about  all.  If  I  did  not  think  that  the 
public    good    was   to    be  greatly,  immensely  sub- 
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sfived  bv  this  order,  I  should  not  chanj^e  my  votft 
11)1011  thi>  ml)joct.  Now,  thi'  eciith'inan  <)i)i;osite 
[Aldcniiai  ITcMott]  talks  about  takiiin' oil' cars. 
Why  did  not  lii'  think  ol'  this  wlicn  he  voted  lo 
allow  tlie  iVliddli'sex  cars  to  <^o  round  the  ciieuit? 

Al.lcr.'iiaii  Trescott — If  tlic  Kenilcuiaii  wd)  allow 
nie  a  nionicnt.  The  reason  was  1  did  not  havetiu'e 
to  think  '<f  it.  The  order  was  put  in  by  tlm  Com- 
mittee oil  I'avinu',  and  its  passjific  that  day  iir(j;r(I 
vi'iy  strenuously.  I  think  the  record  will  show 
that  1  asked  to  have  the  nialter  laid  over,  and 
re(inest  was  refused. 

Alderman  I'ower — If  the  tientleman  will  look 
back  and  see  when  that  petition  came  in  lieie  he 
will  lind  that  he  had  time  to  look  into  ic  and  tbink 
of  it.  Before  lie  voted  to  allow  them  to  go  round 
the  circuit  was  the  time  to  look  into  this  (iir  st'on. 
I  thought  of  it  then,  and  1  thoutiht  there  was  to 
reason  in  the  world  v\hy  the  citizens  of  Charles- 
town  an  I  the  Highlands' should  not  have  the  right 
to  go  from  one  end  of  the, city  to  anothsr.  I  own 
no  stock  in  any  railroad.  1  endeavor,  while  1  am 
here,  to  do  justice  to  all  the  horse  railroads,  ami  to 
tlie  public  ioo.  The  Committee  on  I'aviiig  have 
endeavored  to  make  the  best  disposal  of  tiiein,  so 
that  the  public  will  he  as  little  incoaveniei.ced  as 
po^sible.  aiui  ir  seems  to  me  that  these  gentlemen 
know  fully  as  much  .-iboiit  this  subject  as  they  will 
six  months  hence.  This  motion  is  not  simi  ly  a 
matter  of  postiionemeiit,  but  is  a  want  of  couiage 
to  meet  tlie  question  right  on  its  merits  and  at 
thi-time.  Souie  gentlemen  may  think  that  the 
decision  of  this  question  one  way  or  another  will 
have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  coining  election. 
That  never  entered  into  my  mind  in  anything  I 
have  done  in  this  case,Hn(l  I  do  not  think  anybody 
thinks  it  did.  I  mean  to  vote  for  what  I  think  is 
for  the  public  good.  1  think  this  is  for  the  public 
good,  and  I  h0j:e  the  order  will  pass  and  not  be 
reeomiritted  to  the  committee  agaie. 

Alderman  Prescott — In  unswer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  why  objection 
was  no.  made  to  allowing  the  Middlesex  cars  to 
run  to  Temple  place,  1  refer  him  to  the  minutes  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Aug.  3,  1874,  wher  the 
committee  reported  in  favor  of  that  location. 
When  some  members  of  the  Board  asked  that  the 
order  might  lie  over  to  allow  time  to  look  into  it, 
it  was  opposed  because  we  had  Barnum's  Hippo- 
drome at  the  south  part  of  the  city,  and  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  give  the  people  of  Charles- 
town  better  facilities  for  getting  to  the  Hippo- 
drome, and  that  was  presented  as  an  argument 
why  we  should  pass  it  at  that  mteting.  I  beg 
leave  to  read  what  I  said  at  that  time : 

"It  is  of  vastly  more  imi)ortance  for  us  to  act 
understandingiy  upon  this  matter  than  that  we 
should  hurry  to  accommodate  the  people  of 
Charlestown  who  wish  to  attend  Barnum's  Hip- 
podrome. 1  have  not  had  time  r.^  examine  the  re- 
port, and  am  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  it.  Unless 
there  is  some  necessity  to  have  it  passed  today  I 
hop  ■  it  will  lie  over,  that  members  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  examine  it." 

Alderman  I'eters— I  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion or  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  to  the  minutes 
of  the  3<)tu  of  March,  1874,  when  quite  a  lengthy 
hearing  was  had  on  that  petition,  and  it  was  mb- 
sequently  postponed  to  the  Cth  of  April,  at  which 
time  it  was  lecoinuntled  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  and  then  it  vva$  the  4th  of  August  when 
Vhey  reported.  Yet  the  g,entleinan  raid  Tie  had  not 
had  time  to  look  into  the  question. 

Alderman  Cutier— The  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
seems  to  think  we  do  uoi  allow  time  enough  to 
con  tier  siibj  cts  before  the  loard.  I  ki.ow  he  is 
always  procrastinating;  that  is  a  fault  of  bis.  I 
think  we  have  had  this  loun  enough  liefnre  us  to 
decide  upon  it  now.  The  gentleman  says  he  a-  ked 
to  have  the  order  giving  the  Middlesex  road  ihe 
right  to  run  cars  ou  Washington  street  lie  o\  er. 
Well  that  order  was  passed.  i  he  gentleman  had 
the  prerogative  to  move  a  reconsiueiation  within 
twenty-  four  hours  if  Ye  desired  more  information, 
and  he  says  that  he  did  i  ot.  Therefore,  in  twe  - 
ty-four  hours  he  must  have  conviiu  ed  himself 
that  that  order  was  justified.  This  is  all  very  tine  to 
move  to  recoininit  lothecoinmittee.  Itonlymcans 
procrastination.  Nothing  will  be  done  this  fall  if 
this  order  is  recommitted,  becaiii-e  we  shall  have 
to  rejiort  an  order  of  notice  first,  and  ic  requires 
two  weeks  more  tor  tliat  order  to  take  its  routine 
through  this  Board.  Iheiefove,  if  you  recommit 
this  oriier,  and  the  committee  report  an  ord(M'  of 
notice  ni  xt  Monday,  it  will  be  two  weeks  before 
a  hearing  can  be  had  before  this  Hoard,  and  that 
will  carry  it  into  the  middle  of  December. 
So     if    you      reconin.it     this     order     vou     will 


do  nothing  to  relieve  the  blocks  in  this 
street  now.  It  may  be  the  object  of 
the  Alilernian  from  Ward  8  to  get  a  report  in 
favor  of  taking  a  i)iecc  of  the  Common  Now.  a 
majoriiyof  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  never 
report  in  favor  of  taking  off  a  piece  of  the  Com- 
mon, and  no  such  object  can  be  gai.ied  by  recom- 
mittal. I  think  the  citizens  desire  ;ome  rt-lief. 
Twice  I  voted  against  laying  a  double  track  on 
Washington  street;  but  something  has  got  to  be 
done  to  relieve  the  blocks  on  'I  remont  stret-t.  The 
coiniiiiltee  invited  n  pres"ntativcs  of  the  horse 
railroads  to  their  room,  and  after  two  hours'  con- 
sultation it  was  agieed  that  this  was  the  most 
practicable  way  t.)  relieve  the  Mocks  on  Tremont 
street,  and  theiefore  the  committee  have  lejiorted 
the  order  of  hK'ation.  If  the  Board  believe  it  is 
impiacticable,  I  think  it  would  be  more  sensible 
to  vote  it  down  than  to  recommit  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  the  gentleman  who 
was  last  up  must  have  In  en  bu^y  while  1  made  ray 
remarks.  I  asKed  for  no  further  time  ;  I  want  no 
further  time.  It  is  sufticient  for  me  to  goto  Wash- 
ington street  now  to  prevent  me  from  doing  any- 
thing to  make  it  worse.  I  favor  a  recommitment 
in  order  to  liavetiie  ''ommittee  on  Paving  consid- 
er ;  oine  other  plan;.  But  I  thii.k  tins  plan  entiie- 
ly  impracticable.  That  is  the  decided  opinion 
dt  every  one  1  have  talked  'vith  since  we  were 
here  before,  and  I  have  taken  occasion  to  see  gen- 
tlemen upon  whose  judgment  I  can  rely.  In 
regard  to  certain  statements  which  have 
lieen  made  —  that  any  gentleman  of  the 
Board  wishes  to  have  this  matter  post- 
poned till  after  election — I  think  no  reply  is  neces- 
sary. I  consider  it  unworthy  to  make  a  reply  to.  I 
ste  sufficient  in  the  newspapers,  and  hear  enough 
in  the  remarks  made  on  the  stieets,  about  log- 
rolling, and  lings,  ar.d  corporations  trying  to  own 
members  of  this  Board— all  of  which  any  gentle- 
man who  sits  at  this  Board  knows  to  be  false.  I 
do  not  believe  any  coiporation  has  attempted  to 
own  any  members  of  this  Board,  or  used  any  un- 
fair influence  with  them  to  force  this  matter 
through. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  heartily  agree  with  the  Al- 
dei  man  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  m  regard  to 
what  may  be  the  effe.t  iiion  the  coining  election. 
I  think  it  is  a  slur  upon  the  Metroijolitan  and 
South  Boston  Railroad  coi  porations,  and  all  other 
corporations,  to  intimate  tha  t  they  have  got  among 
their  presidents  and  directors  men  who  woula  use 
tleir  power  one  way  or  the  other  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  the  election.  I  believe  that  they  ex- 
pect this  Board  of  Aldermen  to  do  just  what  we 
think  IS  right  in  this  matter  without  regard  to  the 
questiyn  of  whether  an  election  tak' s  plate  this 
week  or  next.  I  do  net  believe  they  or  ar.y  other 
corjioialion  would  do  so  contemittible  or 
mean  a  thing  as  to  take  any  action  to  prevent  the 
election  of  any  member  of  this  Board  if  he 
thought  differently  from  them  in  legard  to  the 
location  of  those  tracks.  So  much  for 
that.  I  am  a  litih-  surprised  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  who  have  been  considering  the 
matter  seven  months,  and  who  in  last  July  re- 
]iorted  unanimously  against  allowii.g  another 
track  to  be  put  down  on  Wa^  hington  street,  should 
so  (ompletely  have  changed  their  minds  and  re- 
ported unaniuioui-ly  in  favor  of  it.  It  is  a  little 
surprising  that  this  Paving  Committee,  who  have 
done  SUC.J  good  service  for  the  city,  have  changed 
their  ideas,  and  concluded  that  the  only  way  to 
solve  the  problem  ot  the  blockade  on  'Tre- 
mont street  would  be  to  take  the  block  out 
of  fremont  street  and  put  it  into  Washington 
street.  That  is  just  what  it  amounts  to. 
It  is  not  five  years  ago  since  one  entire  line 
of  cars  was  taken  out  of  AVashington  street 
because  the  jiress  was  so  great.  The  relief 
came  imnudiately  by  having  them  sto])  in  Tie- 
inont  street.  I  am  in  favor  of  granting  every 
facility  to  horse  railroads  of  f  very  name  anil 
nature,  because  they  are  a  great  public  conve- 
nience and  the  city  cannot  get  along  without 
them.  But  there  are  other  jiarties  in  the  streets 
besidi  s  passengers  on  horse  railroads.  The  pub- 
li.'  ami  the  people  who  ride  in  car'iages  have 
lights.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  lay- 
ing of  two  tracks  on  Washington  street, 
from  Boylston  to  Summer  stiCet,  would  not 
permit  ordinary  vehicles  to  i)ass  between  a  car  on 
the  track  and  'the  sidew-alk— it  is  utterly  inqiossi- 
ble.  You  may  say  that  the  hubs  would  jut  over 
the  sidewalk-;;  but  the  sidewalks  ate  narrow,  and 
people  on  the  sidewalks  have  rights  on  the  street 
—no  doubt  about  that.    Now  the  Alderman  from 
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Ward  12  siys  he  is  interested  in  a  piece  of  property 
on  Washington  street.  Well,  wiiat  is  the  wi'Jth  of 
the  street  tliere?  Sixty  feet— pleuty  of  room  ;  no 
trouble  about  two  tracks  there.  I  am  not 
here  to  say  that  to  allow  them  to  put 
down  another  track  will  injure  or  depreciate 
projjerty  there.  Possibly  it  may  improve  rents 
ilieie— 1  have  no  fears  about  that.  But  two  par- 
ties have  come  here  and  asked  to  put  down  an- 
other track  in  Washiuglon  street— both  of  them 
are  first  rate  mm,  managing  their  corporations 
in  me  interest  of  the  city,  no  doubt, — the  presi- 
dent of  the  Metropolitan  and  the  superintendent 
of  the  South  Boston  Kailioad.  They  are  the  only 
l>arcies  who  come  here  and  ask  to  have  another 
track  laid  down  there.  They  asked  the  same  thing 
six  month  ago,  and  we,  to  a  man ,  refused  to  grai.t 
their  request.  Certain  other  parties  came  here  to 
oppose  this  petition,  and  who  are  they  ?  Every  man, 
woman  ajid  child  doing  business  on  Washington 
street  from  Boyl  ton  to  Milk  street — people  who 
pay  a  great  deal  of  taxes  and  do  alargep-irtof  the 
retail  dry  goods  business  in  the  city,  and  they  are 
entitled  to  great  respect,  to  some  consideration. 
But  It  did  seem  to  members  of  this  Board  and  the 
community  generally  that  they  did  not  receive 
tlie  lespecc  that  they  are  entitled  to.  The  great 
objection  to  laying  additional  rails  there  is  be- 
cause it  is  an  immense  thoroughfare,  and  must 
always  continue  to  be,  and  until  the  street  is 
wideiieJ,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  lay  another 
track  there  without  interfering  immensely  with 
travel.  Now  in  New  York — which  is  considerable 
of  a  city — there  are  no  horse  cars  allowed  in 
Broadway;  they  go  oi.  every  side  of  the  city,  and 
accommodate  tbe  great  travelling  public,  and  in 
fact  you  can  ride  five  or  six  miles  for  five  cents. 
■J  hey  go  through  tiie  back  streets  and  accommo- 
date i  he  public.  It  is  not  necessary  that  all  these 
cars  which  come  from  o"t  of  town  should  run  all 
the  way  up  and  down  Iremont  stieet,  or  all  the 
way  up  and  down  Wa-'hington  street  Tlierj  are 
other  ways  to  accommodate  horse  cars  and  the 
peoj  le  who  ride  in  them.  And  the  way  Iwouldi  ug- 
gest  is  this.  Let  the  South  Boston  cars,  instead  of 
going  through  Beach  street  to  VVashington 
"treet,  come  down  teach  street  to  Kingston,  and  go 
up  Kingston  — which  is  sixty  feet  wide  in  some  ijaits 
—to  Summer  street,  then  over  a  double  track 
through  Summer  and  Washington  streets  to  Milk 
sireet,  and  from  Milk  to  Hawley,  and  back  by 
Hawley  to  Summer  street.  That  woula  accom- 
modate their  patrons.  All  South  Bosi^on  could 
be  brought  directly  into  the  heart  of  the  ci.y,  and 
if  they  want  to  go  up  or  down  Washington  street 
they  can  do  so.  That  would  relieve  Wash- 
ington s.reet  between  Temple  place  and  Boyl- 
ston  stieec,  and  also  the  lower  part  of  Tremont 
street,  of  430  cars  a  day ;  it  would  save 
the  South  Boston  cars  a  n.ile  or  more  travel,  and 
they  could  accommodate  the  community  in  the 
most  complete  manner  imaginable;  ii  would  also 
give  them  the  depot  parronage  M'hich,  of  course, 
tliey  \\ould  iiot  want  to  be  deprived  of,  as  they 
coulil  take  passei  gers  to  and  from  the  OIjI  Colony 
and  Boston  &  Albany  depots  just  as  they  do  now. 
I  do  not  see  why  tliat  route  would  not  accommo- 
date the  Souch  Boston  cai~  be+ter  than  they  are 
accommodateo  Tocay.  1  should  suppose  that  the 
company  would  think  it  for  their  interest  to  make 
this  ariangeinent,  but  doubtless  they  do  not, 
or  they  wouid  have  considered  it  before.  If 
the  alternative  is  to  have  another  track  in  Wash- 
ington street,  or  no  horse  cars,  then  I  should  go 
for  allowing  them  to  put  down  the  t'^ack.  But  so 
long  as  they  can  be  better  accommodated  them- 
selves and  can  accommodate  the  public  precisely 
just  as  v(  ell,  1  should  hope  that  this  order  may  be 
rfcommiited  to  the  Comir  ittee  on  Bavinc  with"  the 
request  that  tin  y  see  if  any  arrangement  cannot 
be  made  to  relieve  travel  in  Tremont  street  by 
going  to  tue  east  side  of  Washington  screet.  I  do 
not  Know  that  I  have  anything  further  to  say  on 
this  subject,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  com- 
mittee and  the  South  Boston  and  Meiropolitan 
diieclors  can  arrange  some  plan  which  will  be 
ratisfactory  to  the  citizers  at  large  and  to  the 
gentlemen  doing  bu.  iness  upon  the  line  of  Wash- 
ington street  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  order 
will    be  lecomiiiitteci  to  the  tommittee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Fcteis — I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman one  question.  Suppose  that  all  the  per- 
sons doing  business  between  Summer  and  Milk 
streets  remonstrate  against  a  double  track  there? 

Alderman  Clark — But  suppose  they  do  not  show 
go  od  reasons  for  remonstrating.  There  is  some 
difference:  between  a  remonstiance  against  put- 
ting down  a  double  track   in    a   street  sixty  feet 


wide  and  one  against  putting  down  another  track 
in  a  street  thirty-live  feet  wide.  It  would  not  be 
aveiy  severe  thing  to  have  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  go  down  federal  street  to  the  Bost  Office  ; 
I  wUl  sign  a  petition  f-.r  tliat;  my  place  of  busi- 
ness is  there.  By  the  plan  I  propose  every  citizen 
can  be  brought  mto  the  busiuess  part  ol  the  city 
400  times  a  day.  There  are  not  a  great  many  of 
their  patrons  who  want  to  be  carried  by  Winter 
street  to  Cornhill — and  I  believe  the  bulk  of  their 
cars  go  up  Washington  stieet  today.  That  plan 
would  a  great  deal  better  accommodate  their  pa- 
trons than  they  do  now  by  going  around  through 
Buylston  ard  Tremont  streets  to  get  on  to  the  cir- 
cuit. 

Alderman  Prescott — While  1  was  up  before  I  in- 
tended to  ask  the  Committee  on  Paving — they  say 
they  have  been  considering  this  matter  formonths 
and  that  this  is  the  wisest  recommendation  tliej' 
can  make  to  this  Board  for  the  relief  of  Tiemont 
str'^et— whether  they  have  (  onsidered  the  subject 
of  requiring  the  Metropolitan  road  to  use  the 
track  which  was  given  them  the  right  to  lay  some 
two  or  three  years  ago,  in  the  upper  part  of  Har- 
rison avenue,  south  of  Dover  street.  They  came 
here  and  asked  for  that  location — 

Alderman  Stebbins — Are  the  .s'Teet«  blockaded 
up  there  ? 

Alderman  Prescott— My  place  of  business  is 
thiere,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  blockade.  For  one 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road, having  af  ked  for  that  location,  hml  laid  the 
track  and  used  it  without  ever  coming  into  AVash- 
ington  or  Tremont  street  at  all,  do  not  use  it  iiow. 
It  seems  to  me  that  would  be  a  very  good  route 
and  of  advantage  to  their  patrons,  aud  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  loiow  why  that  track  is  not  in  use.  I  would 
also  ask  theconimittee  if  they  considered  the  mat- 
ter of  the  turnout  on  Tremont  street,  and  whether 
that  is  not  a  serious  cause  of  the  blockade.  Those 
two  questions  have  weighed  heavily  on  my  mind, 
and  if  the  committee  have  any  points  I  would  like 
to  hear  tlienu 

Alderman  Power — The  aentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  and  the  gentleman  who  preceded  liim, 
are  a  majority  of  the  committee  who  brought  m  a 
1  eport  at  the  last  meeting  on  the  site  for  a  county 
Cou)  t  House,  and  it  seams  to  me  that  they  row 
wi^li  to  cany  out  the  programme  of  that  com- 
mittee— bring  in  a  whole  lot  of  reports  and  rec- 
ommend nothing.  The  Committee  on  Pavii  g  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  making  such  reports ;  they  gen- 
erally recommend  something  definite.  Now",  each 
gentleman  has  a  plan  of  his  own.  Do  you  want  to 
go  on  End  have  the  streets  blockaded  the  whole 
yeai  ?  That  is  the  plan  you  suggest.  If  they  had 
brought  in  one  plan  for  the  Court  Hoiise — 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  no  doubt  the  ijeport  on 
the  Coui't  House  has  giveii  universal  satisfaction, 
and— 

Aldemian  Power — Who  has  the  floor,  Mr.  Chair- 
man? 

The  Chair — Aldeinian  Power  has  the  floor. 

Aldeunan  I'ovver — Whether  it  has  given  satis- 
faction or  not,  it  is  not  the  kind  of  report  that  the 
Committee  on  Paving  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
makii  g.  They  are  not  in  the  habit  of  shiiking 
ai  ythiiig.  They  recommend  a  definite  plan  here  ; 
tout  here  aie"  these  other  gei  tlemen,  situ- 
ated just  as  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings w'ere — (ach  has  a  plan  of  his  own— and  if 
you  follow  their  fancy  you  will  have  the 
same  thing.  The  gentleman  opjiosite  [Al- 
derman Clark]  says  that  every  man,  woman 
and  child  doing  Inisincss  on  Washington  street 
opposes  this  location.  I  thought  there  were  more 
tlian  thiee  hundred  men  women  and  (hildren 
<l<iiig  business  on  AVashington  street.  If  that  is 
all  we  tlionld  i  otbet  itate  about  iiulting  this  thing 
through;  we  ;  hoiild  not  put  fifty,  sixty  or  a  hun- 
dred thousand  to  inconvenience  eveiy  day  in  the 
week  if  on'y  three  hundred  ()p]iose"  it;  "if  that  is 
all,  we  should  not  hesitate  a  minute  to  put  it 
through.  In  relation  to  the  Emigraiit  Savings 
Bank,  the  gentleman  says  the  street  is  sixty  feet 
wide  there.  I  do  not  see  what  that"  has 
got  to  do  with  it.  Any  bloik  whicdi  occurs  on  the 
street  affects  that  location  the  same  as  any  other. 
As  I  have  said  before,  all  tlio'e  companies  have 
been  coii'ulted  ;  members  of  this  Board  have  been 
consulted,  and  they  knew  all  about  ivhat  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pavina'  were  going  U)  recommend — and 
yet  they  would  have  peojile  think  thev  kn"w 
nothing  about  it.  They  knew  just  as  much  about 
it  as  we  did.  1  hope  this  que-tion  will  be  dccnded 
one  way  or  the  o'^her,and  thatit  will  not  beiecom- 
niitted.  If  a  majority  of  this  Board  think  it  Is  nit 
for  the  ])ublic   good   Uj  do  this,  let  them  vote  it 
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down  ;  or  if  it  is  to  be  recoiiiiniltJd  let  it  be  sent  to 
tlie  ('ounnittfe  or  County  ]5uil(linfi;^ ,  and  let  them 
bring-  in  a  )il;ui  satistaetory  to  eacli  oi.e. 

Alilcnnan  <  lark -Each  f^eiitleniaii  who  consider- 
ed tliu  site  i'or  a  Court  House  had  so  decided  an 
opinion  tha*^  lie  wouM  not  yield  to  tne  others. 
Their  is  no  <iuestioi:  abjut  I  iieir  having  decided 
opiiuoi..-.  Tliat  is  not  the  sul;.iect  befjre  thu 
ISoard,  I  k;:ow,  .Mr.  Chairman,  but  as  tlie  Alder- 
nria  fioni  Ward  12  hi>s  lunsed  it  in,  J  wi-h  to  say 
that  1  am  r(  ady  to  defend  uiy  location,  and  if  the 
IJoanl  of  Alderuion  should  see  nt  to  go  into  an  ex- 
l)eu(liui;e  of  a  million  of  dollars  I  think  they 
would  adoj.t  it.  15ut  it  happened  ihar  the  bar  hud 
a  meeting;  one  man  whs  in  fa^or  of  a 
new  Court  liou.se,  but  thought  that  il  this  B<iard 
(lesiieii — 1  understand  that  i  am  out  of  or.Ier,  Mr. 
Chairman— to  vote  to  locate  a  Court  House  at  this 
lime,  he  should  consider  them  tit  candidates  /or 
an  in.' a. le  asylum.  I  do  not  want  this  Board  of 
Alvlermen  or  tlie  citizens  to  suppose  that  we  <lid 
not  have  decided  opinions.  We  reported  the  facts 
to  this  Board,  ai.d  It  is  now  u;  on  the  tal  le  for  you 
to  act  111)011  them  ;  and  when  it  is  taken  up  1  ho.je 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  will  express  his 
opinio  .  u;,oa  it.  Now  another  subject,  which 
this  Committee  on  Paving  has  had  before 
them  for  soiiie  lime  is  tlie  reuiova.i  of  the 
IVIC'trapolitan  office  from  Tremont  stieet.  That 
has  besn  the  panaec  a  for  these  evils.  The  Com- 
niit:ee  were  goii.g  to  make  the  change  somehow, 
but  it  has  n^t  been  <loiie.  Now  the  Alilcrniaii 
from  Ward  12  says  that  members  cf  this  ISoard 
knew  what  that  committee  was  going  to  report. 
I  did  not,  and  1  liAd  not  the  .slightest  idea  that 
that  report  had  been  made  up  two  or  three  hours 
bifoie  the  meeting  of  the  Board  last  Monday  af- 
ternoon, when  theie  had  been  an  advertisement 
out  for  a  fortnight  previous,  that  all  parties  ob- 
jecting to  the  };  ran  ting  of  the  petition  should 
come  here  and  be  fairly  treated.  And  I 
do  not  believe  that  many  of  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  had  the  slightest  idea  that  this  report 
was  to  hs  made.  1  believe  there  are  on  this  Paving 
Committee  men  of  ability,  energy  and  zeal,  who 
accomplish  what  they  undertake.  I  do  not  believe 
they  have  exhausted  tneir  persuasive  powers  in 
trying  to  convince  the  South  Boston  Railroad  that 
it  is  for  their  interest  and  for  the  accommodatiou 
of  tlieir  patrons  to  adopt  the  route  which  I  have 
suggested  this  afternoon.  Now  this  route  down 
Harrison  avenue  might  be  used,  no  doubt,  were  it 
not  for  the  competition  of  the  various  railioads 
for  the  travel  on  Washington  and  Tre  nont 
streets,  and  parties  living  out  on  Warren 
street  could  be  landed  at  their  places 
of  business  several  minutes  quicker  in 
the  morning,  anti  go  home  the  same  way  about 
four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  There  is  no 
reason  in  the  woild  why  a  part  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan and  Highland  cars  should  not  run  over  that 
track.  No  doubt  it  will  be  done  some  time.  Citi- 
zens of  the  Sixteenth  Ward  are  obliged,  rain  or 
sh'ne,  to  leave  the  cars  at  the  foot  of  Summer 
street.  Now,  is  it  not  possible  that  patrons  of 
other  lines  can  do  the  same  thing?     Certainly, 


they  will  be  accommodated,  if  they  are  allowed 
to  "come  a  few  rods  up  Washington  street, 
which  is  the  great  centre.  Almo  t  every 
lady  wants  to  go  on  AVashington  street,  and 
if  the  route  I  .suggest  is  adopted,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  them  from  doing  it,  and  it 
will  relieve  Tremont  stieet.  Then  take  away  the 
ticket  office  in  .Moiitgomerv  place,  and  that  will 
lelieveitso  much  more.  AVhen  you  have  done 
that  you  will  have  no  crowd  li.  Tremont  or  Was-h- 
iijgton  street. 

Alderman  Peters — I  did  not  mean  to  say  any- 
thing more,  but  two  er  thiee  argiime  ts  educed 
here  must  lie  answered.  In  replv  to  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  G  [Alderman  Clarkl,  I  will 
state  that  the  record  shows  that  on  the  27th 
of  July  we  rei)orted  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
jietition  for  a  double  track  in  Washington  street. 
One  iea'<on  was  it  was  entirely  a  different  track. 
It  was  their  interest  to  build  the  track,  and  this 
blockade  had  not  occurred.  On  the  3d  of  August 
this  same  Board  of  AMermen  passed  an  order  to 
allow  the  Middlesex  road  to  run  130  cars  through 
Washington  street  to  Temple  jilace,  and  soon  after 
that  allowed  the  Highland  cars  to  do  the  same 
thing.  That  made  the  irresent  state  of  affaiis. 
Then  there  was  an  order  introduced  for  the  com- 
mittee to  see  what  could  be  done.  They  have 
investigated  the  facts,  and  they  thought  this 
double  track  would  be  the  remedy  They  did  not  in- 
tend to  do  anything  "onche'sly."  They  intro- 
duced it  as  their  report.  I  think  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  Board  to  lay  the  matter  over,  as  they  did"; 
but  we  merely  submitted  the  matter  to  the  Board. 
In  reply  to  the  remarks  about  the  Court  House— I 
do  not  know  what  that  has  to  do  with  it.  But  the 
names  of  the  three  members  of  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings  were  signed  to  the  report,  and 
it  is  to  be  supposed  that  they  are  all  in  favor  of 
three  sites.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  the 
inhabitants  of  Dorchester  are  landed  at  thp  foot 
of  one  stieet  and  the  people  of  Cambridge  at  anoth- 
er. 1  say  the  people  of  Cambridge  and  Dorchester 
have  a  right  to  go  through  our  main  thorough- 
fares. I  "favor  the  widening  of  Washington  street, 
and  yet  I  am  willing  to  stand  for  economy  with 
any  gentleman.  We  have  spent  §480,000  for  "widen- 
ing Washington  street,  and  what  is  the  uee  of 
widening  a  pare  without  v. ifleningthe  wholeof  it? 
It  is  only  .f480,000  thrown  away,  unless  the  widen- 
ing is  carried  out.  1  think  it  will  have  to  be  done 
eventually.  If  you  lay  this  track,  and  the  cars 
and  teams  cannot  get  turough.  they  cannot;  and 
teams  have  got  to  take  the  track  and  stay  on  it 
till  they  get  to  a  wide  place  where  the  cars  can 
pass  by. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  recommit  pievailtd,  yeas  7, 
nays  5 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Higelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power- 5. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    27,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  ineetinfi'  at  1%  c'elock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  iii  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURBteNCE. 

Notice  of  proposed  petition  for  the  annexation 
of  Winthrop  to  Boston;  offer  of  the  Essex  Co. 
for  the  city  to  use  Sudbury  River  water  with- 
out expense  or  claim  for  damage;  request  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  for  autliority  to  contract 
for  pipes  to  oe  delivered  next  spring;  repoit  of 
Committee  on  Water  in  regard  to  supply  of  water 
for  Wards  17  and  19;  and  resolve  and  order  from 
the  Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue.    Severally  referred. 

Report,  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Charles  D,  Bickford  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wood- 
en building  on  New  Heat'a  street,,    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  for 
Henry  Dudley  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Green  street,  Ward  17;  Albert  Howe  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Market  street,  Ward  19;  Kel- 
ley  &  Mooney  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Ash- 
ton  place,  and  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.  to  er^ct  a 
wooden  building  on  Warwick  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  surveys,  etc..  for  a 
sewer  for  drainage  for  the  towns  of  Woburn, 
Stoneham,  Wnichestei'.  and  Medford,  and  to  con- 
vey away  the  impurities  which  now  discharge  into 
Mystic  Pond.  Order  read  twice,  and  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  1,  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  Mystic  Water  Board  to 
procure  bonds  for  the  conveyance  of  such  lands 
as  may  be  designated  by  the  City  Engineer,  for  a 
storage  reservoir-  in  the  Mystic  Valley.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Order  tor  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  obtain 
the  assent  in  writing  of  all  parties  owning  rights, 
etc.,  in  the  waters  of  the  Sudbury  River,  for  the 
diversion  of  said  waters  into  Lake  Cochituate  dur- 
ing such  period  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  then 
for  said  board  to  divert  said  waters  into  said  lake. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

FREE  SOUP. 

The  order  authorizing  suitable  arrangements  for 
the  distribution  of  soup  to  the  poor  to  be  made  by 
the  Committee  on  Police  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, at  an  expense  of  not  exceeding  $5000,  was 
considered  under  the  head  of  unfinished  business, 
the  question  being  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — Fortunately  for  hu- 
manity and  for  us,  the  Legislature  hasempowe-ed 
the  City  Council  to  appropriate  this  money  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor ;  and  while  I  am  in  entire  sym- 
pathy with  the  purposes  contemplated,  I  think 
there  is  a  better  way  to  do  this  than  that  proposed 
in  the  orrler  now  before  the  Council.  1  therefore 
wish  to  offer  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee,  consistina; 
ot  three  members  of  the  Common  Council,  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  au- 
thorized \.o  make  such  arrangements  for  the  tem- 
porary relief  of  the  deserving  poor  during  the 
coming  winter  as  may  seem  most  expedient  to 
them,  the  amount  expended  by  them  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  $5000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Incidentals. 

The  question  was  on  substitution. 

Mr.  Perkins — 1  do  not  believe  that  it  is  any  part 
of  the  duty  of  the  Police  Department  of  this  city 
10  make  soup,  nor  to  turn  themselves  into  almon- 
ers of  the  city's  charity.  My  plan,  briefly ,would  be 
— providing  the  substitute  order  is  passed — that 
the  special  committee  having  charge  of  this  mat- 
ter should  employ  two,  and  not  exceeding  three 
persons,  one  or  two  of  whom  I,  as  one  individual 
in  the  Council,  would  prefer  to  be  a  woman,  f 
have  not  forgotten  that  in  the  early  portion  of 
this  year  I  took  occasion  to  endeavor  to  have  a 
woman  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  and  I  am  to  this  day  duly  grate- 
ful to  this  Council  for  the  kind  and  generous  as- 
si;  tance  they  gave  me  in  carrying  out  that  meas- 
ure. In  my  judgment  it  was  unfortunately  defeat- 
ed in  the  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government, 


and  we  have  had  to  submit.  I  believe  that  if  a 
special  committee  will  take  this  matter  in  charge 
and  employ  two  or  three  persons  to  look  after  it, 
that  the  object  contemplated  in  this  order  will  be 
better  carried  out  than  with  aninrJiscriminate  dis- 
tribution of  soup.  It  is  a  notorious  lact  that 
many  people  have  been  made  recipients  of  this 
charity  who  have  not  deserved  it;  and  I  believe 
that  it  will,  if  the  information  is  scattered 
broad-cast  that  soup  is  to  be  furnished 
here,  be  an  invitation  to  vagabonds  to 
come  here— for  it  is  well  known  that  our  soup  is 
better  than  in  New  York — and  sleep  in  our  station 
houses  at  night  and  hve  on  the  soup  by  day.  Sick 
women,  who  have  any  womanhood  left,  ilo  not 
like  to  go  to  the  station  houses  to  ask  for  soup, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  the  strong,  the  un- 
couth and  the  rough  get  a  large  portion  of  this 
charity  which  is  intended  for  the  deserving 
poor.  '  Now,  if  a  committee  will  take  this 
matter  in  hand,  and  have  it  well  known, 
by  advertisement  and  otherwise,  t'aat  per- 
sons deserving  or  needing  help,  by  leaving 
their  names  at  the  station  houses  can  have  this 
charity  awarded  to  them — the  captains  can  bring 
the  names  to  the  city  hall  in  the  morning  -they 
can  distribute  the  soiip  to  the  persons  coming  to 
them  iu  this  way,  and  they  could  thus  immediate- 
ly relieve  the  virtuous  and  needy  poor,  who  are 
the  ones  we  desire  to  get  this  charity.  And 
1  should  hope  that  if  this  order  is  passed, 
the  committee  will  see  fit  to  employ  one  or 
two  women,  for  it  is  an  undeniable  fact  that 
women  have  a  keener  sense  of  the  duties  per- 
taining to  charity,  and  a  much  longer  and  un- 
til ins  patience  to  search  out  objects  of  rharicy  than 
men  have,  and  I  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  will  be  composed  of  women.  1  believe  the 
object  of  this  charity  will  be  better  fulfilled  by 
the  plan  I  i)ro[io^e  than  in  the  manner  contem- 
plated in  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  AJder- 
men.  Vnless  some  better  plan  can  be  su^igested — 
and  as  this  is  a  crude  idea  suggested  here  I  would 
be  glad  to  hear  the  opinions  of  members  of  the 
council  and  have  it  amended — I  hope  this  substi- 
tuie  order  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7—1  hope  the  substitute  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  will  pass. 
After  consultation  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9, 1  intended  to  ask  for  the  postponement  of  this 
subject  that  some  such  order  as  this  might  be  in- 
troduced, either  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
or  myself.  I  have  no  objection  to  this  order,  on- 
ly I  liope  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  16  will  allow 
it  to  lie  upon  the  table  till  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— Since  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  1  have  taken  considerable  pains 
to  make  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  |f  ree  distri- 
bution of  soup  from  the  police  stations,  and  I 
agree  very  nearly  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man who  "first  spoke  upon  this  question,  about 
the  undesirability  of  its  being  given  to  the  police 
to  distribute.  We  have  a  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  who  are  excellent  citizens  and  men 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  the 
position;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  Board 
is  the  only  proper  body  to  distribute  any 
of  the  charities  which  the  City  Council  votes 
to  dispense.  I  have  talked  with  members 
of  that  Board,  and  with  visitors  of  the 
poor,  and  they  all  condemn  the  indiscriminate 
giving  ot  soup  to  all  comers.  In  New  York  the 
experiment  has  been  tried,  and  there  it  has  been 
a  pronounced  failure.  In  fact,  those  who  have 
had  the  most  experience  in  New  York  say  it  has 
done  an  injury  both  to  the  beneficiary  and  to  the 
charity  itself ;  the  same  seems  to  have  been  the 
exjierience  here.  We  have  passing  through  our 
city  every  year  thousands  of  persons  termed 
tramps ;  they  are  employed  in  the  farming  dis- 
tricts during  summer  at  good  wages,  and  come  to 
the  city  in  the  winter  to  live  upon  charity ;  they 
go  to  New  York  for  the  same  reason.  These  men, 
I  am  told,  can  receive  iSlS  a  month  by  remaining 
in  the  country  towns ;  but  rather  than  receive  such 
wages  as  those,  they  will  come  to  Boston  and  live 
in  the  station  houses  and  subsist  on  charity.  We 
do  not  want  such  a  class  to  come  to  our  city.  But 
there  is  a  needy,  deserving  class  of  poor  whom  we 
should  aid  with  our  charities,  and  probably  this  one 
class  will  be  larger  than  usual  this  winter.  But  they 
want  to  be  met  in  a  way  that  will  save  to  them 
their  respect.  They  never  will  go  to  the  police 
station  to  get  a  plate  of  soup,  unless  under  trviiiK 
necessity;  but  they  will  receive  aid  coming  "in  a 
P'  oper  way  from  the   Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
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Poor.  15ut  the  soup  does  not  seem  to  be  the  only 
thinp  which  the  poor  need.  Sometimes  a  little 
tea,  rice,  or  flour  will  l)e  more  acceptable  and  do 
a  great  deal  more  good  to  the  i)oor  than  soup.  I 
have  prepared  an  amendment  to  the  order  which 
seemed  to  me  to  cover  the  case.  1  should  like  to 
ofl'er  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  order  passed  by 
this  branch.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
'•Ordered,"  and  insert  the  following: 

"That  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  authorized 
to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  temporary  aid 
to  the  poor  during  the  coming  winter  by  the  dis- 
tribution of  soup  or  sucli  other  necessary  articles 
of  food  as  in  their  judgment  shall  seem  best,  at 
such  places  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city  as 
shall  be  easily  accessible  to  those  needing  relief; 
the  expense  not  exceeding  .$5000,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals." 

It  seems  to  me  that  with  some  such  method  as 
that  the  Overseers  of  the  t'oor  would  be  allowed 
to  give  such  things  as  might  be  needed.  1  had  a 
very  pleasant  conversation  with  the  Chief  of  Po- 
lice' in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  soup  for  the 
poor  through  the  Pplice  Departi..ent.  He  said  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  have  it  done  by  his  de- 
partment, and  if  it  was  voted  by  the  City  Council 
he  would  endeavor  to  have  it  done  to  the  best  of 
his  ability;  but  he  thought  it  certaiuly  ought  to 
be  done  by  the  Overseers  of  the  I'oor.  He  stated 
two  strong  objections  to  me ;  one  was  that 
it  brought  these  people  in  contact  with  the  pris- 
oners at  the  station  houses,  which  was  very  bad 
indeed;  then  the  boiliug  of  large  quantities  of 
beef  and  soup  every  day  kept  the  station  houses 
in  a  filthy  condition,  and  made  them  very  uncom- 
fortable, and  he  objected  to  it  on  that  ground.  I 
think,  from  the  conversations  which  I  have  had 
with  various  parties,  that  I  should  be  better  sat- 
isfied to  have  this  aid  distributed  through  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  than  by  any  other  jjlan. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— While  I  have  a  very 
profound  respect  for  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  I  hope  that  is  precisely  what  will  not  be 
done  by  this  Council.  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
have  no  women  on  their  board  unfortimately,  and 
that  is  just  the  class  we  need.  I  have  in  my 
mind  a  woman  in  this  city  who  is  worth 
more  for  searching  out  and  relieving  the 
poor,  than  all  the  overseers  of  this  city. 
The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  more  than  they 
can  do  this  winter.  The  old  gentleman  who  has 
had  the  work  in  charge  has  passed  to  his  reward, 
and  the  one  who  is  left  will  not  do  much.  I  hope 
this  will  not  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  over- 
seers; first,  because  they  have  just  as  much  as 
they  can  do  at  present;  and,  second,  I  believe  that 
the  new  element  to  be  introduced  into  the  chari- 
ties of  the  city  is  one  of  the  crying  wants  of  the 
age. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  not 
prevail,  for  the  reason  that  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  do  not  visit  the  sick,  or  those  persons  who 
are  in  distress.  They  employ  visitors,  who  go 
about  daily  for  three  dollars  a  day,  and  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  possible  for  them  to  visit  all  the 
persons  who  need  aid.  I  find  by  tonight's  paper 
that  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
have  spent  $20,400.05,  a  larger  amount  than  ever 
before.  Fifteen  members  of  the  society  have 
visited  1050  families  and  made  22,815  visits. 
Now,  I  believe  that  a  portion  of  this  money 
could  be  distributed  to  such  sociei'ies  as  not  only 
this  one  but  those  connected  with  the  poor  all 
over  the  city ;  it  will  do  a  great  deal  more  good 
than  if  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  and  that  was  tne  object  of  my  askii:g  that 
this  matter  might  be  laid  over,  that  members 
might  consider  it  and  propose  some  order  that  will 
prove  more  beneficial  than  the  one  introduced  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— The  circumstances 
mentioned  by  the  last  speaker  in  regard  to  the  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Society  is  just  to  the  point  in 
my  argtiment.  If  we  could  give  this  to  any  chari- 
table societies  to  distribute,  there  are  many  of 
them  who  would  do  more  good  than  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  perhaps,  but  that  we  cannot  do, 
we  cannot  go  ouside  ;  that  would  be  contrary  to 
all  experience  and  propriety.  We  must  be  the 
almoners  of  our  own  charity.  Now,  if  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  had  this  money  for  distribution 
in  all  parts  of  the  city,  they  could  have  soup 
made  in  every  section  of  the  city,  and  distribute 
it  to  those  persons  sent  by  those  having  authority 
to  do  so.  There  could  be  soup  made  in  the 
vKinity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul's ;  any  one  of  those 
\rJsirors  would  simply  have  to  send  a  worthy  per- 


son to  that  place,  and  he  or  she  would  be  supplied. 
Every  chaiitable  society  or  visitor  to  the  poor 
would  have  such  an  opportunity,  and  any  applica- 
tion coming  properly  from  them  would  be  re- 
ceived and  tlie  aid  required  would  be  rendered.  It 
appears  to  me  that  tne  facilities  and  knowledge 
which  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  woula  be  far 
better  than  any  special  committee  appointed  by  this 
Council.  Itseemstome  that  if  we  api)ropriate 
any  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  it  >hould  go 
through  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  as  the  author- 
ized distributors  of  our  charity.  I  find  that  is  the 
very  general  feeling  outside  of  the  "ouncil. 

Mr.  Flynn— Would  the  gentleman  compel  poor 
people  to  go  to  the  Charity  Bureau  to  have  this 
soup  distributed  to  them? 

Mr.  Sweetser — By  no  means.  The  order  that  I 
offered  is  for  them  to  establish  places  threughout 
the  city  in  different  sections  where  this  aid  can 
and  should  be  rendered.  The  general  supposition 
would  be  that  the  request  of  any  visitor  or  any 
charitable  society  would  be  acceded  to  at  once. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
this  special  committee,  not  only  on  account  ef  this 
proposed  distribution  of  soup,  but  to  take  into 
consideration  some  of  the  other  methods  of  tem- 
porary relief  to  the  poor  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore adopted  in  the  city.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  coming  winter  is  to  be  one  of  great  hardship 
to  the  class  of  people  who  have  not  hitherto  been 
accustomed  to  ask  for  charity,  and  the  problem 
we  have  to  solve  is  how  to  aid  *^he  destitute,  and 
at  the  same  time  diminish  that  large  and  increas- 
ing class  who  take  advantage  of  others'  misfor- 
tunes to  live  in  idleness.  Besides  the  distribution 
of  soup  as  a  temporary  relief,  there  is  the  Charity 
Bureau,  of  wliich  there  is,  I  believe,  a  great 
deal  of  criticism— 1  do  not  know  how  true 
it  is — and  besides  that  is  the  question  of 
furnishing  temporary  lodgings  at  the  sta- 
tion houses,  which  must  soon  be  met  by  the  Citv 
Council ;  I  think  that  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil are  hardly  aware  how  that  has  increased.  I 
believe  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police  for  1873 
states  that  47,361  lodgers  were  received  at  the 
station  houses  last  year,  an  increase  of  11,000  over 
those  of  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  per- 
sons furnished  with  temporary  lodgings  at  the 
various  station  houses  is  more  than  the  whole 
number  of  arrests  during  the  entire 
year,  the  lodgers  being  received  during  the 
cold  weather.  1  am  entirely  satisfied  that 
that  the  police  have  managed  this  work  with  as 
much  and,  I  should  say,  more  wisdom  and  care 
than  IS  consistent  with  the  accommodations  at 
their  command,  and  with  the  discharge  of  their 
regular  duties.  But  there  are  evUs  in  the  present 
system — and  I  think  many  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment see  them  as  plainly  and  deprecate  them  as 
much  as  any  other— which  ought  to  be  done  away 
with.  I  ain  quite  sure  that,  if  anybody  goes  and 
looks  over  the  various  reports  from  the  station 
nouses  of  the  men  and  women  furnished  with  food 
and  lodging,  and  sees  from  what  localities  these 
persons  hail,  he  will  find  the  offer  of  lodgings  is 
quite  as  great  an  attraction  to  people  out  of  the  city 
and  State  to  come  here  during  the  winter  as  is  the 
offer  of  free  soup.  At  the  same  time  a  visit  to 
the  station  houses  will  show  that  it  is  a  question 
whetlier  we  furnish  such  accommodations  as  we 
should  if  the  applicants  are  deserving  of  the  city's 
charity,  and  whether  we  do  cot  provide  for  a 
large  class  of  vagabonds,  and  whether  our  present 
system  is  tending  to  encourage  this  life  of  vaga- 
bondage. I  believe  that  in  New  York  the  experi- 
ment has  been  attempted  of  requiring  a  certain 
amount  of  work  as  an  equivalent  for  the  tem- 
porary relief  afforded.  I  know  that  in  Lon- 
don this  requiring  of  work  as  an  equivalent 
for  lodging  has  been  adopted  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  success ;  and  it  may  perhaps  be  in- 
teresting for  the  Council  to  know  somewhat  of  the 
detail>  of  that  system.  The  work  is  done  there  by 
the  district  workhouse,  which  corresponds  to  a 
large  extent  to  our  almshouse.  Lodgers  or  appli- 
cants are  received  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  even- 
ing ;  they  are  taken  in  and  provided  with  bread 
and  water  for  supper;  then  they  are  treated  to  a 
bath  in  every  case,  a  process  to  which  a  laige 
class  object  quite  as  much  as  to  the  work 
they  are  required  to  do;  their  clothes  are 
taken  from  them,  and,  if  necessary,  fumi- 
gated; they  are  separated  according  to  their 
conditions, "  and  every  one  receives  a  clean 
bed  in  a  clean  and  well-ventilated  apartment.  In 
the  morning  they  receive  a  simple  breakfast  ot 
bread,  to  which  gruel  is  added  in  winter.    After 
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that  they  are  put  to  work,  the  men  usually  at  some 
such  employment  as  cracking  stones  or  grinding 
corn,  and  the  women  are  required  to  pick  oakum 
or  do  some  household  duties.  Atter  three  or  four 
hours'  work  they  are  allowed  to  go.  The  work  is 
varied,  and  a  great  deal  of  discretion  is  given  to 
the  officers,  according  to  tlie  partv;  and  certainly 
a  person  who  is  deserving  of  aid  prefers  to 
work  a  areat  deal  more  than  those  who 
are  not  deserving.  At  the  same  time,  a  great 
deal  of  care  is  exercised  to  prevent  a  frequent 
repetition  of  this  relief,  so  that  if  a  person  applies 
three  or  four  times  he  is  generally  looked  upon  as 
a  vagabond  or  tramp,  and  treated  accordingly,  or 
he  is  considered  a  proper  subject  tor  more  perma- 
nent aid,  and  gets  it  if  he  deserves  it.  I  do  not 
know  that  we  could  introduce  this  plan  here, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
considering  when  we  are  discussing  this  question 
of  temporary  relief.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is 
attended  with  a  great  deal  of  success  there, 
and  according  to  the  statistics  made  by  the 
officers  in  charge  its  adoption  has  decreased 
one-third  or  one-half  the  number  of  tramps  who 
apply  for  lodging  in  the  city  of  London.  Various 
improvements  ave  projected,  and  many  of  the 
officers  believe  it  is  going  to  put  an  end, to  a  great 
extent,  to  the  impositions  which  are  practised  in 
this  direction.  It  has  the  advantage  of  enabling 
worthy  applicants  to  earn  in  a  measure  the  aid 
which  they  are  compelled  ro  ask  for,  and  at  the 
same  time  it  does  decrease  that  very  large  class  of 
tramps  and  vagabonds  which  we  And  in  all  the 
larger  cities. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— At  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  1  will  withdraw  the 
order,  and  move  that  a  joint  special  committee  be 
appointed  ro  consider  this  subject  and  report  to 
the  City  Council. 

The  President— The  gentleman  cannot  vi'ithdraw 
the  order  after  an  amendment  has  been  offered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — i  have  one  very  serious 
objection  to  the  plan  proposed  to  afford  this  relief 
through  tlifl  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  it  is  one  of 
those  objections  which  strike  at  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  matter.  I  think  ever  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  City  Government  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  the 
poor  and  paupers ;  but  the  proposition  of  my 
worthy  friend  here  makes  every  man  a  pauper 
who  applies  for  aid.  I  had  the  honor,  this  year, 
while  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  for  four 
months  to  hold  a  proposition  which  flnally 
passed  with  a  single  dissenting  voice,  to 
empower  this  City  Council  to  afford  temporary 
relief  for  the  poor  on  a  basis  which  would  not 
make  paupers  of  the  poor,  and  which,  sir,  I  have 
the  honor  to  have  before  me,  and  which  I  will 
read,  and  also  something  which  passed  there  in 
regard  to  paupers.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  read 
that  which  passed  with  regard  to  temporary  relief 
for  the  poor,  which  was  passed  wholly  on  the  basis 
that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston  were  op- 
posed to  it.  That  was  argued,  sir,  from  my  place, 
and  against  the  protestations  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  one  of  wLom  was  a  member  of  tlmtbody. 
But  when  the  matter  came  to  a  vote,  was  there  but 
a  single  voice  raised  against  it  out  of  240  members  ? 
No.  Now  let  us  read  what  that  act  was.  [Mr.  Shaw 
read  ciiapter  374  of  the  acts  of  1874,  authorizing 
the  City  Council  to  appropriate  money,  and  raise 
money  by  taxation ,  for  the  temporary  aid  of  the 
poor.]  May  raise  money  bv  taxation,  may  tax  the 
people,  sir;  that  is  the  )nw.  Now  let  me  refer 
back  to  that  which  the  Committee  on  Public  Char- 
itable Institutions  reported  and  the  Legislature 
passed,  with  regard  to  another  part  of  this 
inatter  relating  to  paupers.  [Mr.  Shaw  read 
from  chapter  274  of  the  a«ts  of  1874,  re- 
lating to  a  change  in  the  conditions  of  secur- 
ing a  settlement  in  a  town  or  city.]  Any  woman 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  who  resides 
five  years  without  receiving  relief  as  a  pauper 
shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement.  Let  a  poor  wo- 
man of  twenty-one  years  with  a  large  family  of 
half  a  dozen  children  apply  to  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  for  a  plate  of  soup,  and  if  she  receives  it  she 
is  thereby  made  a  pauper.  Is  that  humanity? 
Down,  sir,  upon  such  subterfuges  as  this!  Let  us 
stand  by  decency  and  propriety.  Let  us  afford 
temporarj-  relief  for  the  poor  without  making 
them  paupers,  and  then  we  may  in  a  great 
measure  prevent  crime  which  is  a  natural  conse- 
quence, in  many  instances,  of  povertv.  Let 
us  protect  our  worthy  poor;  let  us  furnish  them, 
through  our  police  or  special  committee,  whether 
it  be  you,  sir,  with  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  any 


person,  sir,  who  gives  a  poor  woman  a  plate  of 
soup  ;  let  us  give  it  to  them  by  the  proper  persons, 
but  by  no  means  create  paupers  of  them. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  hope  the  Council  will 
act  upon  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  and  allow  the  order  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  and  then  let  us  have  a  special  committee  to 
report  a  plan,  and  then  go  to  work  at  once.  We 
shall  have  some  difficulty  in  acting  understand- 
ingly  on  the  matter  as  it  is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  we  had  better  pass  the  original  order.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  intention  of  the  order  introduced 
this  evening  is  to  spend  about  one-half  the  appro- 
priation to  secure  suitable  places  to  make  this 
soup.  Now  we  have  sufficient  room  in  the  .-tation 
houses  10  allow  the  police  to  make  it,  and  I  don't 
believe  there  is  in  the  city  of  Boston  a  set  of  men 
who  can  judge  better  of  the  merits  of  applicants 
for  soup  than  the  police.  By  allo\\ing  them  to 
have  complete  and  entire  control  of  it,  I  think 
you  will  come  nearer  to  v  ceding  out  the  bum- 
mers than  you  can  in  any  other  way.  Put 
it  into  the  hands  of  new  men  who  do  not 
know  one  man  or  woman  from  another,  and  vou 
will  find  that  they  wUlbe  imposed  upon  more  than 
the  police  of  Boston  who  are  familiar  with  this 
work. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  2  expresses  my  idea  of  this  matter  exactly. 
I  think  the  police  are  better  adapted  to  carrying 
it  out  than  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  whom  I  have 
also  a  great  respect,  but  who  can  be  the  almoners 
of  their  own  bounty.  I  don't  care  who  re- 
ceives the  benefits  of  this  order,  whether 
tramps  or  any  other  person.  I  think  Jthat 
if  any  person  calls  at  the  station  house  for 
a  plate  of  soup  lie  is  entitled  to  it  out  of 
Christian  charity.  I  think  it  is  better  to  feed  a 
tramp  than  to  hold  a  coroner's  inquest  on  his  body. 
If  we  do  not  feed  him  he  will  starve  on  our  hands, 
and  one  coroner's  inquest  will  cost  more  than  it 
will  to  keep  a  tramp  alive  at  the  Parker  House  for 
six  months.  The  police  have  room  and  some  fa- 
cilities tor  making  soup  this  year,  and  the  cocking 
will  cost  nothing.  There  are  twelve  station 
houses  in  Poston  and  the  $5000  is  to  be  divided 
among  them,  giving  over  $400  for  each  station 
house.  Well,  sir,  how  many  hunury  people  are 
suffering  while  you  are  making  all  this  fuss  about 
it?  If  you  pay  half  of  it  for  rent,  what  is  left 
to  feed  people  with?  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
16  [Mr.  Perkins]  nods  his  head  and  says  nothing. 
Is  it  not  better  to  let  the  police  give  it  to  the  de- 
serving, even  if  some  others  who  are  not  deserv- 
ing get  a  litttle.  There  is  another  consideration 
which  perhaps  does  not  strike  the  members  of  the 
City  Government.  These  officers  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  study  the  culinary  department, 
and  next  year  when  the  City  Government  goes 
upon  its  annual  pilgrimage,  it  can  take  the  police 
officers  with  them  and  save  the  cost  of  cooking 
their  dinner. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  cannot  agree  with  the 
remarks  of  the  last  gentleman,  that  anybody  and 
everybody  who  sees  fit  to  stop  at  the  station 
houses  or  other  places  where  soup  is  given  out 
should  receive  his  or  her  portion.  The  soup 
should  be  confined  to  the  poor.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  tramp  who  comes  from  any  other  place, 
or  that  any  resident  of  Boston  who  is  known  by  the 
police  to  have  means,  should  receive  any  portion  of 
this  $5000.  I  believe  that  it  should  be  confined  to 
the  poor.  Now,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  police 
of  Bo=ton  are  better  adapted  and  more  competent 
to  determine  who  are  really  deserving  poor  in  their 
districts  than  any  new  persons  whom  we  can  ap- 
point to  hunt  up  the  poor.  I  believe  you  can  leave 
it  to  them.  I  believe — although  a  year  ago  I  en- 
tertained a  different  opinion — that  they  are  more 
competent  to  give  out  this  souj)  than  are  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor.  I  assume  that  we  desire 
that  all  of  this  $5000  shall  reach  those  for  whom  it 
is  intended.  Now,  it  is  known  that  the  kettles 
are  ready  in  the  station  houses,  and  the  poor 
are  generally  well  known  to  the  police. 
In  a  very  short  time  the  police  would  see 
those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  coming  regularly 
for  their  soup,  and  if  they  find  that  they 
are  persons  who  are  imposing  upon  them,  they 
could  stop  the  supply  of  soup.  If  a  mechanic  is 
working  in  that  vicinity  he  should  not  come  to  get 
some  soup  to  eke  out  the  dinner  which  he  gets  at 
home.  It  is  to  the  poor  that  this  soup  should  be 
confined  ;  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2,  and 
the  last  gentleman  who  spoke  expressed  it,  if  wo 
take  $5000  to  spend  for  the  poor,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  joint  special  committee,  I  don't  believe 
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that  $1500  of  it  would  ever  get  to  the  poor.  If 
there  is  an  objection  to  eiiiployini;-  the  po- 
lice stations  by  such  a  committee  they  will  jhave 
to  find  other  i)ia(tes;  first  you  will  have  the  item 
of  rent;  second,  there  must  be  the  cost  of  provid- 
ing new  utensils  for  making  this  soup  or  removing 
the  i)resent  utensils  at  the  station  liouse  to  a  new 
place ;  third,  you  nuist  piovide  persons  to  prepare 
and  dispense  tliis  souj).  Now,  not  one  of  thoi'e  ex- 
penses will  have  to  be  bo'-ne  if  the  soup  is  given 
out  as  contemjilated  in  the  original  order.  1  hope 
the  original  order  will  be  passed  tonight,  and  that 
we  shall  incur  no  expense  to  dispense  soup  or  pro- 
vide any  other  i)lan  to  give  it  out  when  we  already 
have  one  that  is  so  good. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  spoke  and  several  others,  that 
the  police  are  the  best  medium  for  the  J  istri  bu- 
tton of  this  charity,  chiefly  because  they  are  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  districts  of  the  city  and  know 
the  poor  who  deserve  this  charitj'.  But  I  think 
there  is  something  in  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  "Ward  16  that  there  should  be  some 
committee  to  seek  out  that  class  of  persons 
who,  from  a  want  of  delicacy,  will  not 
go  to  the  station  houses.  I  have  drawn  an 
order  here  which  I  think  will  combine  the 
merits  of  the  two  systems,  that  is,  it 
uses  the  police  and  the  station  house  as  a  means 
of  distributing  this  soup,  and  thereby  saves  the 
expense  of  rents,  vitensils,  etc.,  an(l  at  the  same 
tune  will  provide  some  means  by  which  persons 
can  seek  out  the  poor  who  would  not  go  to  the 
Stations.  I  think  that  combines  the  benefit  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  wishes,  by  seeking 
out  deserving  cases,  with  the  saving  of  the  ex- 
pense of  a  new  system:  leaves  the  police  to  do 
the  bulk  of  the  business  of  distribution  and  gives 
other  machinery  for  seeking  out  other  cases  which 
would  not  otherwise  be  relieved.  The  order  is  as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  together  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  .loin,  be  appointed,  with 
authority  to  cooperate  with  the  police  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  soup  and  with  authority  to  em- 
ploy such  aid  as  may  be  necessary  to  seek  out  and 
aid  deserving  cases  of  poverty  which  would  not 
otherwise  be  reached. 

The  President — It  is  not  in  order  to  introduce  a 
new  order  now. 

Mr.  Putnam — I  intended  it  as  an  amendment, 
the  same  as  the  others. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  move  that  the  whole 
subject  be  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee, 
to  consist  of  three  from  this  branch  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  no  objections  to 
that  reference,  but  I  think  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  is  eminent- 
ly the  most  fitting  one  proposed,  and  it  must  com- 
mend itself  to  the  judgment  of  every  gentleman 
present,  and  I  think  my  worthy  friend  from  the 
Sixteenth  Ward  would  agree  to  that  thins,  because 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  incorporates  his  very  ideas. 
The  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  has  proposed 
that  some  person  shal'.  be  employed  to  seek  out 
worthy  poor;  if  1  understand  my  worthy  friend 
from  the  Sixteenth  Ward,  that  was  his  exact  propo- 
sition. It  seems  to  me  that  that  was  a  proper  thing 
to  do  and  as  one  who  has  taken  a  special  interest  in 
this  matter  during  the  past  year,  I  think  that  is  one 
of  the  best  things  proposed'.  I  hope  the  idea  will 
prevail,  and  that  such  persons  may  be  employed 
to  seek  out  the  worthy  poor,  that  all  that  is  pro- 
posed by  this  order  may  be  done. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  do  not,  of  course, 
wish  to  urge  action  upon  such  an  order  so  hastily 
drawn ;  but  we  may  have  a  severe  winter,  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  suffering  alreadj',  so  that, 
if  the  Council  sees  its  wav  clear  to  pass  any  order 
tonight,  I  think  it  would  not  be  ijreterable  to  refer 
it  to  a  committee,  as  the  order  I  ottered  seems  to 
combine  the  merits  of  both  plans. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — Is  the  order  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  now  before  the 
Council? 

The  President — It  is  not.  There  are  two  amend- 
ments already  to  the  original  order. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  "Ward  10  — Before  the  last 
amendment  was  offered,  I  was  about  to  withdraw 
my  amendment.  I  now  hope  that  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  joint  special  committee  will  prevail, 
and  that  they  will  take  all  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration and  report  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  that  the  motion 
will  prevail,  because  I  think  by  the  action  of 
the  committee  the  subject  will  be  boiled  down- 


not  the  soup— and  that  we  shall  have  the  essential 
points  extracted. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— It  IS  all  well  enough  to 
appoint  committees;  but  committees  want  to  go 
to  work  with  full  stomachs.  I  think  we  had  bet- 
ter let  the  police  officers  do  it,  and  give  the  soup 
to  those  who  are  hungry. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— The  original  order  seems 
to  suit  me  very  well.  The  Committee  on  Police 
have  taken  care  of  it  very  satisfactorily  so  far. 
We  have  a  Standing  Comrnittee  on  Police  on  the 

?art  of  this  branch,  and  if  they  were  added  to  it 
think  it  would  accomplish  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing a  joint  committee.  I  shall  vote  for  the  order 
as  it  is. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  is  evident  that  there 
is  a  gi  eat  diversity  of  opinion  m  the  Council  on 
this  subject.  I  think  that  Ave  different  schemes 
have  been  introduced,  and  that  seems  to  be  agjou 
argument  for  appointing  a  joint  si)ecial  commit- 
tee, as  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16. 

Mr.  Flynii  of  Ward  7 — There  are  grave  objec- 
tions to  the  police  distributing  this  soup.  I  know 
of  hundreds  of  poor  people  last  year  who  would 
not  go  near  the  station  house,  and  who  were  actu- 
ally suffering  for  want  of  food.  They  do  not 
want  it  if  they  are  required  to  go  to  the  station 
house  tor  it.  I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
joint  special  committee  will  prevail,  and  that  they 
will  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed  in  non-concur- 
rence. Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Flynn  of  Ward 
7  and  Putnam  of  Ward  15  were  appointed  said 
committee  and  the  papers  were  sent  up  for  con- 
currence. 

"WIDENING  OF  LEVEBETT  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  transmitting  to  the  City 
Council  for  concurrence,  a  resolve  and  order  (City 
Doc.  No.  99)  tor  the  widening  of  Leverett  street, 
on  the  southwesterly  side,  from  Charles  street  to 
Brighton  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $41,- 
970,  the  damages  to  the  estates  being  given  in  the 
schedule  annexed : 
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Dennis  F.  Flagg  . 
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J.  W.  Clapp   and 
Smith  "Vf right. . 
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Heirs    of   Daniel 

Breen 
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Heirs  of    Joshua 
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2,935.50 

Lewis  Clark 

130  and  132 

7S1 

3.50 

12,733..50 

Austin  W.Bentou 

128  and  cor. 

Brighton  street 

990 

4.50 

15,455.00 

4,452  $41,970.00 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  and  sent  up. 

WATER     SUPPLY      FROM     NONESUCH     POND. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water,  who  were  reciuested  to. consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  procuring  a  temporary  supply  of  water 
from  Nonesuch  Pond,  submitted  majority  and 
minority  reijorts,  the  former  recommending  the 
pa-;sage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  ses- 
sion for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city 
of  Boston  to  take  water  from  Nonesuch  Pond  in 
the  towns  of  Weston  and  Natick,  and  to  tske  from 
time  to  time  such  lands  as  may  be  necessary  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  said  water  and  to  conduct 
it  into  Lake  Cochituate  or  into  the  conduit  be 
tween  Lake  Cochituate  and  the  Chestnut  HHl 
Reservoir. 

Minority  Report.  The  undersigned  respect- 
fully dissent  from  the  recommendation  of  the  n*a- 
jor'ty  of  the  committee  in  the  matter  of  petition- 
ing tor  authority  to  take  the  waters  of  Nonesuch 
Pontl,  for  the  following  reasons: 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Engineer 
that  it  will  require  a  full  working  year,  after 
legislative  authority  is  obtained,  to  construct  a 
storage  reservoir  in  connection  with  Nonesuch 
Pond.  The  cost  for  land  and  construction  is  es- 
timated at  $210,000,  in  addition  to  which  must   be 
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included  mill  damages  and  claims  for  withholding; 
■water  from  Waban  Lake — a  larg;e  ornamental 
pond  in  front  of  the  estates  of  HoUis  Hunnewell 
and  others,  in  the  town  of  Needham.  The  time  re- 
quired for  filling  the  reservoir  after  its 
completion  in  consequence  of  the  small  wa- 
tershed dependent  upon  the  annual  rainfall  will  be 
from  one  to  six  years,  and  it  would  only  be  of 
value  when  full  and  in  a  year  of  drought,  like  f h« 
present.  There  is  a  similar  reservoir  in  connec- 
tion with  Lake  Cochituate,  namely,  Dudley  Pond. 
This  was  drawn  off  during  the  drought  of  1872, 
and,  with  a  more  favorable  watershed,  has  not, 
if  we  are  correctly  informed,  since  that 
time  been  filled.  To  construct  and  fill  the 
proposed  reservoir  will  require  more  time 
than  to  complete  works  which  will  furnish  the 
city  with  m  abundant  supply  of  water  for  the 
next  fifty  years.  It  therefore  seems  to  the  under- 
signed undesirable  to  make  the  large  expenditure 
required  for  the  proposed  reservoir,  or  any  similar 
small  scheme,  unless  the  City  Council  decide  to 
abandon  the  surer,  better  and  mor^  ample  ones 
now  under  consideration.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  addition  to  the  large  outlay  which 
must  be  made  during  the  next  year  for  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Works,  nearly  one  million  of  dol- 
lars will  have  to  be  provicted,  during  the  same 
time,  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  proposed  sewer  and 
storage  reservoirs  for  the  Mystic  Water  Works. 
To  enable  the  city  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
contracts  now  existing  between  the  Mystic  works 
and  the  several  municipalities  depending  upon 
that  source  for  a  water  supply,  work  should  be 
commenced  early  in  the  comiiig  year  in  construct- 
ing the  sewer  and  reservoir,  so  that  the  water  may 
not  only  be  pure  but  ample  in  quantity. 

With  a  profound  regard  for  the  best  interests  of 
our  city,  and  with  the  firm  conviction  that  as 
abundant  supply  of  pure  water  will  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity,  health  and  comfort  of  its 
people,  we  again  urge  upon  the  City  Council  the 
importance  of  prompt  and  liberal  action  upon  the 
question  of  an  additional  water  supply. 

Ours  is  a  manufacturing  city,  and  the  chief  ele- 
ment which  enters  into  the  successful  operation  of 
manufactories  is  pure  water  for  steam  purposes. 
New  industries  requiring  water  for  steam  or  mo- 
tive power  are  constantly  springing  up,  but  during 
the  past  year  all  such  have  been  discouraged  for 
want  of  water  to  supply  their  needs.  The  revenue 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Department  more  than 
doubles  every  ten  years,  reaching  this  year  up- 
wards of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  should  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  oroposed  Sudbury  works  reach 
the  sum  estimated,"  we  are  confident  the  increase 
in  revenue  will  provide  for  the  interest  on  the 
cost,  and  bring  to  our  city  the  prosperity  which 
follows  the  permanent  establishment  of  manufac- 
turing industries  in  any  community. 

S.  B.  Stebbins. 
Alanson  Bigelow. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  1,  who  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
matter  while  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
Dean]  is  absent. 

FIRE  ESCAPES   FOB  WINTHEOP    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr. West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request 
of  the  School  Committee  that  lire  escapes  be  pro- 
vided in  the  Wiiithrop  Schoolhouse,  Tiemout 
street,  submitted  a  report  recommending  that  the 
request  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  Accepted,  and  reference  ordered  and 
report  sent  up. 

PROTECTION    FROM   FIRE   IN   WARD   17. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  were  referred  the  pe- 
titions of  Matthew  BoUes  et.  al.  and  J.  G.  Whit- 
ney et.  al.  for  further  protection  from  fire  in  the 
Seventeenth  Ward,  reported  that  the  additions 
recencly  made  to  the  department  in  that  section 
of  the  city  would  appear  to  furnish  sufficient  pro- 
tection for  the  preseni.  time.  A  chemical  engine, 
drawn  by  horses,  and  under  the  charge  of  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  department  permanently  employed,  has 
been  located  at  Roslindale.  A  new  reservoir  has 
also  been  established  near  the  engine  house  in  the 
same  district.  Vox  AVest  Roxbury  Village,  a  light 
hand  ladder  carriage  is  now  building ;  and  a  new 
reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  25,000  gallons  has 
been  established  on  Mount  Vernon  street.  Ar- 
rangements are  now  being  made  for  a  permanent 
supply  of  water  to  Ward  17  for  domestic  use  and 
the  extinguishment  of  tires;  when  that  is  accom- 
plished it  may  be  necessary  to  furnish  some  addi- 
tional fire  apparatus. 


The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  up. 

PROPOSED  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  well-known  desti- 
tution among  the  working  classes  of  our  people, 
caused  by  the  extreme  inactivity  and  dulness  of 
business,  the  near  approach  of  the  most  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  general  feeling  that 
one  cf  the  hardest  of  the  hard  winters  of  our  New 
England  climate  is  approaching,  and  in  fact  is 
upon  us,  and  that  a  very  large  number  of  worthy 
citizens  are  thrown  out  of  employment  (formerly 
in  the  employ  of  the  city),  who  must  inevitablyj  be 
cast  upon  the  cold  charities  of  the  world,  un  ess 
some  means  are  provided  to  give  them  some  kind 
of  employment ;  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  a  joint 
special  committee  of  the  City  Council,  to  consist 
of  three  members  of  the  Common  Council,  togeth- 
er with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join, 
be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  and  report 
whether  some  means  may  be  provided  by  the  City 
Council  to  furnish  employment  iii)ou  the  streets 
of  the  city,  or  in  other  capacities,  for  worthy  per- 
sons, at  such  wages  as  may  enable  them  to  afford 
sustenance  for  themselves  and  their  families  dur- 
ing some  portions  at  least  of  the  hard  season,  and 
thus  in  a  measure  prevent  starvation  and  its  co»- 
sequences,  as  well  as  to  add  something  to  our 
stock  of  humanity. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  cannot  conceive  that 
among  the  gentlemen  composing  this  Council  of 
sensible  men,  one  single  word  is  needed  to  enforce 
the  argument  which  those  words  proclaim.  It  is 
proverbial.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  the  poor — and  worthy  poor — peo- 
ple of  Boston  are  out  of  employment,  and  it  is  a 
question  not  only  of  expediency  but  of  humanity, 
whether  it  is  not  our  bounden  duty  to  provide 
some  relief  for  the  unemployed.  1  have  intro- 
duced tliat  order  that  it  may  be  brought  to  tue 
attention  of  the  Council  and  the  taxpayers,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  is  one  which  will  commend  itself 
to  the  best  judgment  of  the  people.  I  desire  to 
make  no  speech  upon  it.  It  tells  its  own  story  and 
therefore  I  am  content  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  would  most  heartily 
agree  in  any  order  which  tends  in  a  proper  way  to 
relieve  the  poor  or  needy  during  this  severe  sea- 
son ;  but  I  think  that  in  this  order  there  is  a  prin- 
ciple involved  which  we  should  not  commit  our- 
selves to  even  by  appointing  a  joint  committee  to 
consider  it,  and  that  is  the  policy  of  government, 
whether  State  or  natloaal— furnishing  employ- 
ment to  the  people.  It  might  not  do  any  harm  by 
doing  it  one  winter,  but  the  principle  is  a  very 
dangerous  one.  If  begun  it  will  grow  con- 
stantly. There  is  a  constantly  increasing  class  who 
are  looking  for  work,  and  a  proletariat  will  grow 
up  just  as  has  appeared  in  France.  Although 
It  win  have  a  small  beginning  here  for  one  season, 
still  I  would  not  establish  a  precedent  which  will 
involve  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  if  poor  people  get 
into  the  habit  of  looking  to  the  city  for  employ- 
ment when  it  is  not  needed.  If  we  are  going  to 
manufacture  orders  for  street  wideniugs  in  order 
to  make  work  for  the  pooi'.  the  result  in  the  end 
would  be  almost  confiscation,  because  it  would  be 
a  recognized  principle  that  no  necessity  for  im- 
provements would  be  created,  but  that  the  poor 
people  create  a  necessity  for  the  work.  Although 
it  might  not  do  harm  to  appoint  a  committee,  still 
I  think  the  jjrinciple  such  a  tlangerous  one  that  1 
am  opposed  to  taking  this  first  step  towards  creat- 
ing a  proletariat. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — As  we  have  taken  steps 
ta  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  this  subject,  I 
would  move  that  this  order  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Soup. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  took  the  suggestion  of 
the  worthy  gentleman  from  the  Highl mds  with 
regard  to  the  soup  question  and  it  went  along 
in  my  mind  when  he  said  that  this  was  going  to 
be  the  hardest  winter,  I  believe — and  I  believe, 
too,  that  every  gentleman  here  believes — it  will  be 
the  hardest  winter  we  have  had  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Now,  I  suppose  my  worthy  f i  lend  from 
the  Sixth  Ward  believes  that  I  introduccul  that 
order  for  the  purjjose  of  being  upon  that  commit- 
tee, and  therefore  he  wants  to  get  it  before  some 
otner  committee.  I  expected  it  from  him.  That 
committee  has  got  about  as  much  as  it  can  do. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  C  may  put  a  veto  upon 
that  order,  but  it  might  do  him  good, if  passed; 
it    might    give    him     a    little    common    sense. 
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I  liave  introduced  this  order  upon  a  broad  princi- 
ple. This  is  a  f^reat  corporation,  and  we  are  the 
directors  of  it,  elected  by  the  corporators  for  the 
taking;  care  of  the  best  inieresis  of  the  jieople. 
Now,  here  is  starvation  and  poverty  staring-  us  in 
the  face,  ali  round  about  us.  Shall  we  wait  till 
aeath  ensues,  or  shall  we  take  the  patient  in  time 
to  secure  his  life  and  comfort?  I  care  not  for 
what  I'aris  has  done.  Great  heavens!  if  v/t;  had  a 
Napoleon  we  would  have  a  better  city  of  Boston 
than  we  have.  Paris  nev.-r  thrived  as  it  did  un- 
dei- the  reijia  or  Napoleon;  Paris  never  had  her 
streets  in  such  shape  as  it  did  when  Napoleon  had 
the  rule;  U  never  had  before,  and  it  has  never 
had  since— may  never  have  again.  Now,  sir, 
he  created  and  widened  stieets  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  employment  to  the  poor.  Why, 
theie  are  projects  passed  upon  by  this  Council  for 
grading  and  widening  streets  which  can  be  done 
during  the  cold  and  inclement  weather  at  one-half 
the  expense  that  It  will  cost  next  year.  Let  us 
look  at  things  as  tliey  are.  While  we  protect  the 
milliounaire,  let  us  see  that  we  protect  the  poor 
pauper.  Let  us  all  enter  into  our  heart  of  hearts 
with  a  sense  of  decency  and  propriety  towards 
those  who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  we  are,  and  are 
suffering  for  the  little  plate  of  soup  which  we 
should  deal  out.  Talk  about  principle,  talk  about 
decency, and  turn  av/ayourfeOow-man, whom  God 
has  created  in  his  own  image,  and  placed  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth!  Poverty  is  no  crime,  but  it 
may  lead  to  crime.  Let  us  do  what  we  can  to  al- 
leviate that  crime.  It  will  be  money  in  the  city 
treasury,  and  lessen  the  cost  of  our' courts,  that 
we  may  help  along  the  great  hope  that  shall  go 
up  from  every  honest  man,  with  love  to  your 
fellowman  and  love  to  God,  our  only 
superior.  Let  my  friend  talk  about  the  poor. 
The  poor  are  in  uctd  of  bread  and  butter,  which 
th  se  people  <lemand  day  by  day.  There  is  where 
your  power  lies.  What,  sir,  in  a  time  of  poverty 
like  this,  if  we  open  our  charities— our  city  treas- 
ury, it  need  be— does  it  follow  that  we  shall  do  it 
another  year  when  plenty  abounds,  and  when  the 
people  are  protected  and  able  to  hold  their 
heaus  up,  as  you  an'',  I  do,  in  the  commu- 
nity? Let  us  stand  by  the  right,  God 
helping  us.  Let  humanity  be  our  watchword. 
Let  it  be  our  leading  word.  And  there  is  not  a 
man  in  this  community  who  would  raise  his  voice 
as  a  taxpayeiiagaius:,  that  little  order  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  introduce.  1  hope  that  nobody 
will  vote  against  it.  I  cannot  believe  it  is  in  the 
heart  of  any  man  here  to  vote  against  the  princi- 
ple in  that  order.  It  is  merely  for  the  committee 
to  report  upon  the  principle  or  fea^^ibility  of  it. 
What  liarm  does  it  ?  Uoes  it  touch  the  comforts  of 
my  friend  who  lives  in  affluence  and  fares  sump- 
tuously every  day  at  his  residence  at  the  High- 
1  ands  ?  Does  it  touch  his  conscience  or  his  pride  ? 
Give  the  poor  their  plate  of  soup  !  Talk  uot  of 
pride  in  necessity.  Give  them  a  hasty  plate  of 
soup,  give  them  the  morsel  for  whicli  they  beg, 
and  sustain  their  lives  and  enable  them  to  rise 
from  the  place  of  humdity  which  they  hold,  and 
aspire  to  a  higher  place,  even  to  seats  in  this 
Council  against  some  who  are  here. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  will  not  admit  that 
I  am  second  to  the  gentlemaa  from  Ward  5  or 
anybody  in  this  Council  in  sympatuy  with  the  poor 
for  the  suffering  which  they  wUl  undergo  during 
the  coming  season,  and  I  will  always  favor  any 
method  for  distriliutmg  discriminate  aid  or 
charity.  But  I  cannot  vote  for  this  order,  or  for 
any  order  which  has  in  it  a  tendency  to  create 
work  for  the  sake  of  giving  employment  I  say 
it  is  a  fatal  principle  for  any  municipal 
or  corporate  government  to  enter  upon.  Al- 
though it  is  beginning  very  small,  I  think  the 
principle  will  be  a  very  dangerous  one.  The  gen- 
Dleman  refers  to  Paris  under  Napoleon.  Although 
that  is  somewhat  remote,  I  will  say  that  if  that  is 
what  you  are  to  do  by  establishing  a  proletariat, 
God  save  us  from  it.  If  we  are  to  run  boulevards 
and  streets  through  estates  for  the  purpose  of 
employing  a  mob,  I  say  deliver  us  from  it.  I  can- 
not vote  lor  this  order  to  consider  means  for  fur- 
nishing work  for  the  poor  of  the  city.  Private 
citizens  can  take  whatever  means  they  please  to 
furnish  work  for  the  poor,  but  for  a  city  to  do  so 
is  taking  steps  towards  establishing  a  proletariat. 
Although  I  symiiathize  with  the  spirit  oi  the  or- 
der, I  cannot  vote  for  it  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  fully  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15,  in  the  impropriety  and 
impracticability  of  this  matter,  and  the  danger- 
ous precedent  to  be  established  should  we  go  so 
far  as  to  establish  such  a  committee.    For  one,  I 


cannot  see  how  a  committee  could  conceive  of 
any  plan  to  propose  to  the  City  Government  by 
which  work  should  be  originated  in  order  to  em- 
ploy the  poor.  We  have  now  a  City  Government 
divided  into  committees,  and  we  have  various  de- 
partments in  charge  of  committees.  If  those  de- 
partments can  enlarge  their  work  and  bring  for- 
ward their  propositfons,  of  course  it  would  in- 
crease the  means  of  employment  for  the  poor. 
If  they  would  bring  their  propositions  before  the 
City  Council  tor  us  to  act  uijon,  we  cou,d  then 
decide  upon  such  means  a>  would  provit'e  assist- 
ance for  the  poor.  We  li.ive  had  no  propositions 
brought  before  us  from  i he  various  committees, 
but  what  we  shall  have  ^will  be  acted  upon  by 
th<  ir  merits.  If  that  is  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  desires,  we  should  vote  to  accomplish  it  in 
that  way.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  has 
stated  in  a  few  words,  that  for  a  Jgovernment — 
municipal  or  State  or  general — to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  taking  charge  of  and  appropriat- 
ing moneys  for  furnishing  employment, 
it  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  that  nothing 
but  an  absolute  monarchy  should  think  of  enter- 
ing upon.  Such  a  policy  would  be  fatal  to  the  em- 
ployed and  to  the  whole  community.  I  recollect 
that  this  is  about  the  last  of  the  year  and  that  an 
election  is  soon  to  take  place,  anl  I  remember  that 
about  this  time  last  year  propositions  for  helping 
the  poor  were  strongly  advocated  before  this  body, 
although  I  cannot  see  how  this  can  be  connected 
with 'he  election.  I  cannot  see  how  anything  of 
this  kind  can  be  done. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  ngree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  last  spoke.  The  superintendents  of 
the  various  departments  may  be  counted  upon  to 
give  all  the  labor  that  they  can  to  the  poor,  and 
until  I  can  be  made  to  understand  that  a  joint 
special  committee  can  be  made  to  do  it  better 
than  the  regular  committees  can,  I  shall  vote 
against  this  order.  I  heartily  sympathize  with  the 
idea  of  aiding  the  poor,  but  we  should  be  very 
careful  about  what  steps  we  lake.    As  said  by  the 

fentleman  from  Ward  15,  1  think  the  order  is   a 
angerous  one,  and  I  shall  feel  obliged  to    vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Jacey  of  Ward  20—1  agree  with  the  ideas  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  His  idea  is  to  spur 
up  the  action  of  the  various  committees.  It  has 
been  done  before.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was 
done  before.  There  was  an  order  for  every  person 
to  empty  their  water  conductors  into  the  main 
sewers;  that  caused  an  immense  am(  mt  of  em- 
ployment to  masons.  Then  there  is  ai,  ordinance 
for  "regulating  the  water  tixiures,  and  that  will 
give  employment  to  the  plumbers  of  the  city. 
Many  other  things  could  be  done  to  carry  out  the 
gentleman's  idea.  I  forget  the  word  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  -such  words  are  not  familiar 
to  us  Democrats  and  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
using  them,  and  I  shall  have  to  wait  and  study  it 
out  in  the  official  report.  But  I  think  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  a  good  one.  There 
are  many  things  lying  dormant  in  the  committees 
which  could  be  brought  forward  so  as  to  give 
work  to  the  poor. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  care  not,  si  •,  for 
the  gentleman  with  his  "poUytariats,"  or  any 
other  "pollyats."  Lei  him  talk  about  politics, 
and  I  wiU  know  what  he  says.  I  care  not  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16,  over  here,  deem  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent. But  what  is  it  that  is  dangerous?  Haven't 
we  had  them,  and  don't  we  have  them  day  after 
day  ?  Only,  sir,  you  give  to  the  rich  and  not  to 
the  poor.  You  legislate  here  in  '^ehalf  of  the  mil- 
lionn'iires,on  the  hopper  closets,|or  whatever  else 
you  may  have  here ;  yet  you  leave  the  great  inter- 
est of  the  common  people  out  of  sight.  This 
is  no  poppy-cock  talk.  I  expected  this  op- 
position. I  expected  it  from  the  aristocrats 
who  set  themselves  above  ordinai'y  people  and 
their  ordinary  wants,  and  because  it  comes  from 
me,  sir,  as  being  a  bold  proposer  of  new  ideas. 
That  is  whence  this  opposition  is.  It  is  nothing 
2lse.  There  is  no  principle  or  propriety  or  decen- 
cy in  it.  Let  us  take  things  as  we  find  them  to- 
day, and  argue  them  from'the  point  of  today,  and 
not  for  the  future  or  past.  "Pollytariarchs!" 
Why,  sir,  my  young  friend  has  studied  "pollytary 
ats,"  or  whatever  else  he  may  call  them ;  well, 
by  and  by,  when  there  will  be  one  raised  up  in 
Napoleon's  place,  he  will  look  farther  ahead  than 
he  is  able  to  do  today.  Study  French  polit- 
ical economy,  my  young  friend;  not  the  pe- 
litical  economy  wliichihoversjaround  City  Hall  and 
appoints  special  committees  to  examine  men  they 
have  no  right  to  examine. 


NOVEMBER      37,       1874, 


6no 


Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Kimball — My  point  of  oider  is  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  are  not  ger- 
mane to  the  question  now  before  the  Council. 

The  President— It  is  difficult  t"  decide  the  point 
of  order,  as  the  gentleman  was  speaking  some- 
what upon  the  question.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  will  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  an.swering  the  gentleman  on 
the  "pollytariacks."  i^et  the  young  squirt*  call 
me  to  order,  squirt  as  he  is. 

The  President — Every  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  raise  a  point  of  order,  whether  he  is  in  order  or 
not.  It  is  the  privilege  of  every  member,  and  he 
is  not  to  be  criticised  by  any  member  speaking 
after  him. 

Mr.  Shaw— When  an>  gentleman  here  suggests 
any  argument  with  regard  to  any  question,  I  have 
a  ."ight  to  answer  that  argument.  I  shall  always 
quote  his  language  until  ordered  not  to  quote  it. 
And  you,  sir,  as  President  of  this  Council,  know 
very  well  that  I  have  that  right.  And  1  say 
he  may  talk  his  French  "  pollyacks "  as 
much  as  he  has  a  mind  to;  he  may  talk  Yankee 
politics,  and  I  answer  him  as  a  man  here. 
When  I  raised  this  order  I  expected  that  it  wovild 
be  opposed  by  the  votes  of  such  as  he,  because  it 
is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  people  of  Boston, 
and  ill  the  best  interest  of  the  taxpayers,  and 
hence  in  the  interest  of  those  who  are  not  tax- 
payers, everyj  man,  woman  acd  child  who  walks 
our  streets  has  an  interest  in  the  supervision  of  this 
corporation.  I  have  not  expected  that  it  would  be 
passed  without  opposition  from  such  as  he.  If  it 
is  voted  down,  I  .shall  be  content.  That  is  all  i 
have  to  say.  I  have  done  that  which  my  mind 
compels  me  to  do,  taking  things  as  I  find  them. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  order  be 
maeflnitely  postponed. 

The  President  said  tlie  question  was  on  the  mo- 
tion to  refer,  and  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  withdrew 
that  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  see  any  possi- 
ble harm  in  passing  this  order.  It  is  simply  a  ref- 
erence to  a  committee.  If  they  can  throw  any 
light  upon  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  that 
we  have  to  solve,  I  as  a  member  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment should  be  glad  tu  receive  it.  I  move  to 
amend  the  order  by  adding  "also  to  consider 
■whether  the  employment  of  men  on  sewing  ma- 
chines in  making  clothing  in  our  penal  institu- 
tions tends  to  increase  pauperism." 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone,  and  it  was  lost— yeas  28, 
nays  30. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bearce,  Boardman,  Braekett' 
Burditt,  Caton,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  Cusliman, 
Denny,  Goldthwait,  Kimball,  Leach,  Morse,  Page, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sweet- 
ser,  Thacher,  West,  Weston,  E.  P.Wilbur,  N.  S. 
Wilbur,  VVillcutt,  Woods,  Woodward— 28.- 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bleiler,  Burgess, 
Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Daeey,  Flatley, 
Flynn,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Jennings,  Kent,  Lo- 
ring, Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Noyes,  Powers, 
Pray,  Shaw,  Sibley.  Sprague,  Sweat,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Warren,  Whiston— 30. 

Absent,  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Brown,  Davis,  Day,  Deans,  Fuller,  "Hicks,  Hine, 
Hunnewell,  Long,  Minot,  Mooney,  Smith— 15. 

Mr.  Braekett  of  Ward  10— As  the  subiect  of  this 
order  seems  to  be  so  nearly  related  to  that  on 
which  we  have  appointed  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee, I  renew  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  to  refer  it  to  the  joint  Special  Committee 
un  Soup. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail,  as  I  was  appointed  on  that  com- 
mittee. If  this  is  coming  to  the  same  committee 
I  shall  have  to  sit  upon  the  question,  and  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  in  this  particular  case,  I  feel 
that  I  could  not  sit  upon  the  question,  and  should 
have  to  decline. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  suggests  a  good  reason  for  referring  it 
to  that  committee.  It  would  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  gentlemen  having  no  decided 
opinions,  which  would  be  desirable.    It  seems  to 


*  Mr.  Shaw  positively  denies  the  use  of  the  word 
"squirt,"  but  it  was  so  understood  by  the  reporter  and 
written  out  in  longhand,  at  the  time.  He  says  the 
word  he  used  was  "spurt." 


me  that  this  is  a  subject  which  it  would  do  no 
harm  for  us  to  consider,  and  I  am  glad  the  motion 
to  refer  has  been  renewed.  The  committee 
might  consider  what  can  be  done  for  the  poor  this 
winter  in  the  way  of  work  while  they  are  consid- 
ering the  subject  of  provisions  and  soup.  I  hope 
they  will  consider — though  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  distinctly  referred  to  them  or  not — whether  it 
is  desirable  to  make  people  who  apply  tor  soup  at 
the  station  house  perform  some  labor  for  the 
lodgings  furnished  them ;  and  whether  there  are 
any  ways  of  making  them  v/ork  the  next  morning 
after  getting  lodgings,  and  whether  there  are  any 
ways  lor  people  to  receive  public  assistance  so 
that  they  can  make  a  return  for  it.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  a  very  proper  subject  for  that  com- 
mittee to  consider'  and  i  seems  unreasonable  and 
absurd  to  appoint  two  committees  to  consider  the 
same  subject.  I  hope  the  committee  will  con- 
sider this  subject  and  make  an  exhaustive  reiiort. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  been  led  to  believe 
that  there  was  a  degree  of  courtesy  due  from 
members  of  this  Council  ta  other  members.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  offered  that  order.  Common  courtesy 
— I  may  as  well  say  it  now  as  at  any  other  time, 
for  everybody  knows  it— would  lead  the  honorable 
President  to  appoint  me  upon  that  committee. 
But  a  common  enemy  rises"  here  and  because  I 
have  {offered  thatj  order,  tries  to  divert  it  from 
its  proper  course.  Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  from  jjersonal  opposition,  having  fought 
me  on  everything  since  he  has  been  a  member 
here,  rises  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  this  order 
from  the  natural  channel  which  it  would  take. 
Is  that  common  courtesy  or  decency?  I  ask  no 
more. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  hope  this  order  will 
not  be  referred  to  a  different  committee.  I  think 
we  have  members  of  this  government  who  have 
time  and  ability  to  go  into  this  matter.  I  see  no 
reason  for  referring  it,  unle^^s  it  is  intended  to  kill 
it  out,  and  I  hope  that  game  will  not  be  played. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  have  only  to  say  that 
I  have  no  desire  but  that  the  whole  subject  shall 
be  considered  fairly,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  but  that  the  committee  can  consider  it 
better  in  connection  with  the  other  .subject  al- 
ready before  them. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  referred  to  Special  Committee  on  Soup.  They 
wUl  have  all  that  tqey  can  do  in  the  next  ten  day's 
with  the  matters  to  come  before  them.  I  hope  it 
will  be  considered  by  a  separate  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
ordered  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  by 
a  rising  vote — 32  for,  25  against — aiifl  sent  up,  the 
President  appointing  Messrs.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
Kent  of  Ward  21,  and  Powers  of  Ward  4  on  said 
committee. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  of 
the  City  Council  appointed  to  investigate  the 
charges  in  relation  to  the  project  for  procuring  a 
sup|)ly  of  water  from  Sudbury  River,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  allow 'no  statements  to  be 
made  to  them  of  facts  relating  to  said  matters 
and  to  receive  no  testimony  before  them  that  is 
not  given  under  oath,  from  any  person  not  duly 
sworn  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  noth"- 
ing  but  the  truth. 

'the  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote  for  the  jnirpose  of  making  a  brief 
statement.  I  offered  tiiat  order  m  the  intei- 
fst  of  jiropriety  and  of  justice.  I  have  heard 
statements  floating  around  City  Hall  that 
have  no  foundation  in  truth;  I  have  heard  of 
statements  made  before  that  honorable  commit- 
tee— I  did  not  hear  them  myself,  because  I  have 
not  appeared  before  them— I  have  heard  of  state- 
ments made  which  are  entirely  divested  of  truth. 
And  now,  in  the  interest  of  justice  and  proiirietv, 
I  have  introduced  that  order.  1  desire,  sir,  and! 
have  a  right  to  desire,  and  the  right  to  suggest  here 
that  every  statement  vvhich  shall  be  made  there 
shall  come  in  the  sacredness  of  an  oath.  Is  there 
a  man  in  this  community  who  desires  to  have  a 
trial  before  a  court  of  justice  who  wouldn't  de- 
mand that  every  witness  should  be  subjected  to 
the  administration  of  an  oath,  and  hold  u))  his 
hand  before  his  (iod  and  make  a  statement  which 
he  is  ready  to  answer  to  here  or|liereaf ter ?  Will 
the  Common  Council  of  Boston  vote  down 
that  order?  Will  they  go  before  the  peo- 
ple and  say  that  they  do  not  desire 
the     tr-th?     Shall     parties     be     admitted     to 
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make  statements  before  an  lioiiorable  committee 
to  sit,  sir,  ill  ju('.f;ment,  who  are  allowed  to  tell 
that  which  their  interests  or  their  own  fancy  may 
dictate  to  them  without  the  sanction  of  an  oath? 
I  ask  this  here  before  the  peoijle.  My  name  has 
been  connected  with  that  so-called  judicial  tribu- 
nal. Thank  (iod,  sir,  that  tribunal  has  uo  power 
over  me.  Until  I  shall  have  committed  an  oven 
act — I  speak  that  now  which  you  yourselves 
know — I  shall  not  descend  from  my  hi^h 
position  which  I  have  the  honor  to  hold  here 
as  a  member  of  this  City  Government;  when  I 
shall  have  charged  my  compeers  here,  my  asso- 
ciates, with  crime,  call  me  to  account,  sir,  as  you 
have  the  right  to  do.  But,  sir,  when  a  committee 
of  this  honorable  City  Council  sits  in  judgment,  for 
God's  sake,  I  want  them  to  hear  the  truth,  and  that 
is  why  I  have  introduced  that  order.  If  that  orcler 
is  to  l)e  defeated  I  am  content.  I  have  then  carried 
my  |)oint,  1  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  the  fact,  and  I  demanti  it,  sir,  as 
one  whose  name  has  been  held  in  obloquy,  and  it 
may  be  by  a  certain  class  of  the  City  (ieverninent, 
because  1  have  dared  that,  sir,  which  I  shall  dare 
a^ain,  and  that  is,  to  state  my  opinions  and  my 
views  ami  judgment,  (Jod  helping  me,  so  long  as  I 
have  the  honor — which  will  be  but  a  very  few  days 
— of  holding  a  seat  in  this  Council.  And  now,  I 
only  ask  that  such  as  they  reguest  or  summon 
as  witnesses  before  them,  or  as  they  shall  notify 
to  come  before  them,  so  that  whenever  they  say 
anything  purporting  to  be  facts,  it  shall  lie  sub- 
stantiated by  an  oath.  That  is  common  custom 
and  practice  the  world  over.  Here  are  (jues- 
tions  of  fact  which  have  arisen  and  may  again 
arise.  I  hear,  yes,  sir,  I  hear  that  I  am  to 
be  taken  under  arrest  and  brought  before 
the  honorable  committee.  God  help  me, 
I  wish  they  would  take  me  there.    We  would  see 


where  people  stand  then.  I  only  ask,  sir,  in  sober 
earnest,  that  that  vote  ma-y  be  reconsidered  in  the 
interest  of  justice  a»7d  common  propriety.  I  have 
only  called  attention  to  it  in  this  manner  because 
I  don't  believe  it  is  understood.  If  it  is  voted 
down,  sir,  1  shall  be  content;  my  purpose  shall  be 
gained.  I  have  spoken  my  mind.  I  propose 
to  speak  my  mind  from  tbis  seat  on 
every  question,  be  it  water  or  any  other,  and  I 
would  like  to  see  a  committee  of  this  Council  that 
dares  to  interfere  with  my  sj^eech  when  1  make  an 
honest,  upright,  straightforward  statement,  as  I 
intend  to  do.  I  hope  that  order  will  pa>s.  If  it 
does  not  pass  I  shall  be  just  as  well  contented, 
though  I  am  sure  the  people  will  not. 

Mr.  i'utnam  of  Ward  16  raised  the  point  that 
Mr.  Shaw  voted  for  the  order,  and  could  not  move 
a  reconsideration,  but  the  President  ruled  the 
point  not  well  taken,  as  there  had  been  no  record 
of  the  vote  taken. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  voted  against  the  order 
and  shall  vote  against  a  reconsideration,  from  the 
fact  that  gentlemen  were  before  the  committee 
and  testified  this  afternoon,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  compel  to  go  back. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — The  order  cannot  be  re- 
troactive.   It  is  only  for  the  future. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

CONFINEMENT  OF  PRISONERS   IN   CELLS. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  of  this 
branch  investigate  the  reasons  for  allowing  more 
than  one  person  in  a  cell  at  a  time,  and  report 
the  same  as  ^oon  as  convenient. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedinirs  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    30,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Al- 
derman Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTiVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officers — George  N.  Hutchinson,  George 
S.  Maynanl. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Rudolph  Bou- 
telje,  for  a  pawnbroker's  license  at  108  Dorches- 
ter avenue. 

Hicks  &  Halladay,  for  a  pawnbroker's  license. 

George  \V.  Davis,  for  a  hack  stand  on  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Globe  Theatre. 

Howard  Slade,  for  hack  stand  at  90  Court 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Comity  Buildincjs.  Re- 
monstrance of  Charles  R.  Train  and  112  other 
members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  against  the  erection 
of  a  new  Court  House  at  the  i)resenttime,  in  view 
of  the  heavy  burdens,  both  public  and  private, 
thrown  upon  the  citizens  by  the  great  lire,  the 
large  debt  of  the  city,  the  great  sums  that  must 
be  spent  for  matters  of  absolute  necessity,  and 
the  fact  that  the  present  Court  House  can,  with- 
out any  great  outlay,  be  made  convenient. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  C.  Rochelle,  for  a  hearing  in  the  matter 
of  damages  by  the  extension  of  East  Lenox 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  paH  of  the 
Board.  Phineas  B.  Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  twelve  horses  at  42  Marcella 
street. 

Charles  N.  Rowell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  at  No.  69  Bower  street, 
Ward  14. 

Timothy  Gunning,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Lamartine  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Jamaica  Plain 
Gaslight  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a  track  on 
Keyes  street. 

F.  L.  Fay,  for  leave  to  lay  a  steam  pipe  under 
Devonshire  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Frank  W.  Reynolds,  for  the  removal 
of  three  trees  from  Orchard  street,  M  ard  17. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District.  T.  E.  &  C.  F.  Newcomb.  to  be 
reimbursed  for  the  expen.' e  of  filling  land,  and 
laying  sewer  and  sidewalks  on  Newcomb  street. 

To  the  Comviittee  on  Fanexiil  Hall  (with  full 
power).  M.  O  Brien  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  a  political  meeting  December  7. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners 
to  widen  Leverett  street  near  the  bridge,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  $41,970.  (City  Doc.  No.  99.)  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  re- 
ferring to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  the  sub- 
ject tit  fire  escapes  for  the  Wmthrop  Schoolhouse. 
Accepted 

Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department  that 
airangements  have  been  made  for  protection  of 
property  in  Ward  17  from  fire.    Accepted. 

The  order  passed  by  this  Board  for  the  Police 
Committee  to  distribute  soup  from  police  stations 
came  up,  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee 
to  consider  the  best  plan  ifor  such  distribution. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  believe  I  had  the  honor  to 
offer  the  original  order,  and  1  think  that  this 
Board  had  better  adhere  to  its  former  action.  We 
do  not  wish  to  spend  any  part  of  the  money  for 
rents  or  fixtures ;  and  we  can  use  those  at  the 
station  houses,  as  we  have  done  heretofore,  by 
simply  paying  a  man  a  dollar  a  day  to  make  the 
soup  and  take  care  of  it:  and  that  will  be  all  the 
expense  there  is  to  it.  I  have  had  the  duty  of  ap- 
proving the  bills  in  years  past,  and  I  know  the 
Police  Departirent  buy  as  good  food  and  at  as  low 
price  as  any  one  else  will  be  able  to  do.  As  we 
have  only  $5000,  which  is  all  we  can  spend  legally 
for  soup,  I  thirk  it  does  not  become  us  to  take  any 
portion  of  it  to  run  the  expense  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee or  to  hire  places  or  persons  to  distribute  it. 
Every  dollar  of  it  should  be  given  out  in  the  way 
it   is   appropriated.     As   I   see  that  in  the  other 


branch  no  two  hardly  agreed,  I  hope  this  Board 
will  adhere  to  its  former  action. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  inclined  to  concur 
with  the  other  branch  in  the  reference  which  they 
have  made  of  this  order.  I  think  that  when  the 
committee  shall  have  thoroughly  investigated  it, 
they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  matter 
had  better  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  police  cap- 
tains, where  it  has  been  heretofore.  There  can  be 
no  harm,  it  seems  to  me,  in  having  it  investigated 
by  this  joint  special  committee,  and  when  the 
members  of  the  other  branch  shall  have  informed 
themselves  of  the  means  in  the  police  stations,  I 
thirk  they  will  agree  to  leave  it  with  the  police 
captains.  It  will  cause  very  little  delay  to  concur 
in  the  appointment  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  change  from  our  first  course.  I  think  that 
my  experience  has  been  heretofore,  with  what 
knowledge  I  have  had,  that  this  will  simply  cause 
delay  in  the  distribution  of  this  soup,  and  that  it 
will  cause  expense.  I  think  that  the  Police  De- 
partment have  a  better  knowledge  of  the  deserv- 
ing jjoor  than  almost  any  other  class  of  men  that 
we  can  call  to  our  service  to  distribute  this  soup, 
whatever  course  you  might  take  with  it,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that'to  appoint  a  special  committee 
to  spend  a  week  over  it  is  simply  wasting  time. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  Board  will  adhere  to  its 
former  action. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  inclined,  from  what  I 
have  heard  about  this  and  the  discussion  in  the 
Common  Council,  to  think  that  it  is  fully  as  well 
to  concur  with  the  Common  Council.  I  ain  satis- 
fied that  the  members  of  this  Board  think  that  no 
portion  of  this  money  will  be  spent  by  the  com- 
mittee as  imagined  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
6 ;  from  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  ap- 
pointed upon  this  committee,  we  need  have  no 
fears  of  this.  As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  says, 
I  think  that  when  the  committee  examine  the 
subject  they  will  come  down  to  the  first  method, 
or  at  least  adopt  no  other  way  to  spend  this  money 
than  that  first  intended.  I  think  it  is  well  to  con- 
cur with  the  other  branch  and  cive  these  gentle- 
men a  chance  to  look  into  it,  and  they  will  then 
be  better  satisfied.  I  think  the  committee  itself 
is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  no  portion  of  this 
money  will  be  wasted. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  don't  wish  to  be  understood 
as  saying  anything  against  the  committee.  It 
only  means  delay,  and  Ithink  the  members  of  the 
committee  remarked  that  they  had  taken  the 
pains  to  inquire  into  this  subject  and  were  well 
posted  up  upon  it.  There  is  as  much  need  of  the 
soup  now  as  there  will  be  a  month  hence,  and  if 
you  desire  delay  you  may  give  it  to  a  committee. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  n't  the  slightest  idea 
that  the  gentleman  opposite  has  not  just  as  good 
an  idea  of  the  committee  as  I  have ;  but  he  thinks 
the  plan  adopted  heretofore  is  a  good  one  and, 
therefore,  wishes  to  adhere  to  it. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  m  the  reference, 
by  a  rising  vote— 3  for,  8  against— and  the  order 
was  sent  down. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
employment  for  the  poor  during  this  winter. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  an  amendment  to 
that  order  as  follows :  Strike  out  "Joint  special 
committee  of  the  City  Council"  and  insert  "Joint 
Committee  on  Health  and  Committee  on  Paving 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen."  I  make  that  motion 
for  the  reason  that  those  two  committees  have 
charge  of  the  departments  which  control  a  large 
part  of  the  labor  of  the  city.  An  order  very  simi- 
lar to  this  was  offered  in  this  Board  a  year 
or  two  ago,  w'nich  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving;  but  as  this  one 
comes  from  the  other  branch,  and  that  they  may 
not  be  ignored,  [  included  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health,  so  that  the  other  board  may  have  a 
representation.  They  know  most  about  the  man- 
ner in  which  any  extra  assistance  can  be  rendered 
in  compliance  with  that  order.  I  think  the 
Paving  Committee  have  been  considering  what 
is  the  best  thing  to  be  done  during  this  winter  with 
the  laborers  in  their  Department.  A  conclusion 
and  report  will  be  got  much  sooner  from  those 
committees,  as  they  are  thoroughly  posted  on 
those  matters  which  must  be  considered,  and  if 
anything  is  done  it  seems  to  me  it  must  be 
through  those  two  committees.  That  is  the  rea- 
son I  offered  this  amendment  and  I  hope  it  will 
prevail. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  next  City  Government,  and 
the  reason  I  do  it  is  that  the  two  committees  con- 
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sist  of  five  Aldermen  and  three  CouncUmen, 
■which  would  hardly  give  the  Council  that  repre- 
sentation on  the  committee  which  they  generally 
have.  If  that  ordei  is  meant  to  apply  to  the  pres- 
ent, we  certainly  have  had  the  most  pleasant  fall 
we  have  had  for  many  years.  No  committee  can 
employ  men  now,  directly  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
ploying them.  The  Committee  on  Paving  had  1050 
men  during  the  summer ;  now  they  have  750  on 
three-quarters  time,  and  that  is  as  much  as  the 
appropriation  will  allow.  This  prolix  order  con- 
templates an  investigation  into  a  matter  of  do- 
mestic economy,  which  would  take  Adam  Smith  a 
century  to  study  out.  If  it  is  taken  up 
early  next  year  and  a  committee  competent  to  in- 
vestigate the  subject  of  class  legislation  is  ap- 
pointed ;  I  think  that  in  a  year  they  will  be  able  to 
report,  if  they  devote  themselves  to  it  with  as- 
siduity. 1  therefore  ho)  e  the  order  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost— 1  for,  10  against; 
the  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was  adopteu 
—G  for,  4  against;  and  the  order  as  amended  was 
rejected  in  non-concurrence— 4  for,  6  against. 

ELECTION     OF     MEMBERS     OF    COCHITUATE  WATER 
BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  took 
up  the  hpecial  assignment  and  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  two  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Boaid.  Aldermen  Peters  and  Worthinetou  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  receive  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  ot  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Edward  A.  White  had 8 

L.  Miles  Stanilish B 

Nalhriniel  J.  Bradlee 9 

And  Mr.  White  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence, and  Mr.  Bradlee  was  declared  elected  on 
the  part  ot  the  Board  in  non-concurrence,  and  the 
report  was  sent  down. 

CITIZENS'  GASLIGHT  COMPANY. 

The  Board  then  took  up  the  special  assignment 
for  41/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  Continuation  of  hear- 
ing on  petition  of  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company, 
for  leave  to  open  the  streets  of  this  city,  and  lay 
down  pipes. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  petitions  from  the 
directors  of  the  Boston  Music  Hall,  Arthur  C  he- 
nev  of  the  Globe  Theatre,  Oilando  Tompkins  of 
the  Boston  Theatre,  Job  A.  Turner  of  the  Black- 
stone  Bank  and  thiiteen  others,  in  aid  of  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co. 

Alderman  Worthington  presented  petitions  in 
aid  ot  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.  from  Parker  & 
Gannett  and  ninety- four  others ;  Lewis  Rice  & 
Son  and  eighty-eight  others;  Kimball  Brothers 
and  eighty-one  others;  Wright,  Delano  &  Co.  and 
180  others;  Francis  Sargent  &  Co.  and  eighty- 
four  others:  Newell  Haiding  &  Co.  and  ninety- 
five  others;  Benjamin  Callenoer  &  Co.  and  146 
others;  James  R.  Osgood  &  Co.  and  125  others. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Greenough,  presidert  of  the  Boss- 
ton  Gaslight  Company,  took  the  stand,  and 
in  reply  to  questions  by  Mr.  Morse,  stattd  that 
he  had  been  the  agent  of  the  Boston  Gas- 
I'ght  Company  twenty-two  yeais;  the  com- 
pany was  organized  in  1822;  the  first  com- 
pany failed,  and  the  charter  was  sold  in  1827;  this 
company  was  organized  some  time  afterwards; 
the  company  supplies  the  city  proper  now,  but 
their  jiipes'  formerly  extended  to  the  Norfolk 
House  in  Roxbury.  The  capital  of  the  gas-light 
companies  now  within  the  city  limits  is  as  t'ollows: 
Charlestown,  $500,0U0;  Roxbury,  $600,000 ;  Jamaica 
Plain,  $173,000;  South  Boston,  $440,000;  Kast  Bos- 
ton, $220,000;  Dorchester,  $400,000— making  a  total 
of  $2,333,000,  .,0  which  add  $2,500,000,  the  capital  ot 
the  Boston  Gaslight  Company,  and  the  total 
amount  of  capital  within  the  city  limits  is  $4,833,- 
000,  without  taking  into  consideration  the  Brook- 
line  company,  which  supplies  Brighton.  In  Boston 
proper  there  are  105  miles  of  street  mains  to  120 
miles  of  public  and  private  streets  (a  great  many 
of  the  company's  mains  are  laid  in  duplicate  and 
triplicaie);  in  South  Boston,  21  miles  of  mains  to 
38  miles  of  streets ;  in  Roxbury,  48  miles  of 
mains  to  60  miles  of  streets;  in  Jamaica 
Plain,  18  miles  of  mains  to  85  miles  of  streets; 
in  East  Boston,  10  miles  of  mains  to  35  of  streets ; 
in  Dorchester,  33  miles  of  mains  to  69  of  streets. 
These  gas  companies  outside  of  Boston  proper 
made  260,731,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  last  year,  and  in 
Boston  proper  the  amount  made  was  668,210,000 
cubic  feet.  Of  these  two  amounts,  230,731,000  feet 
were  sold  outside  of  the  city  proper,  and  612,000,- 


000  feet  were  sold  in  Boston  proper,  making  the 
total  amount  of  gas  lost  and  unaccounted  for 
29,000,000  feet  out  of  the  city,  a  total  of  85,000,000 
unaccounted  for,  the  percentage  of  loss  being  a 
litcle  less  than  ten  per  cent.,  which  is  about  the 
average.  The  total  number  of  street  lamps  in 
the  outlying  districts,  besides  Jamaica  Plain,  is 
3687,  and  in  Boston  proper  3828,  or  7515  in  all. 
In  Boston  proper  there  are  22,708  meters  m 
use,  and  the  total  in  the  city  is  35,639.  The  policy 
of  the  company  was  substantially  adopted  before 
he  became  associated  with  it.  They  have  nearly 
always  preceded  consumption  in  laying  mains; 
have  always  looked  forward  to  the  probable  set- 
tlement of  streets,  and  laid  mains  in  advance;  it 
has  never  made  any  charge  for  meters  since  1830; 
services  are  put  in  without  charge.  This  company 
is  the  only  one  in  the  world  that  keeps  a  body  of 
men  on  hand  day  and  night  to  answer  the  com- 
plaints of  consumers  in  regard  to  leakage  and  to 
answer  calls;  there  are  three  or  four  men  at  the 
office  all  the  time  for  this  purpose.  Mr.  Green- 
ough then  described  the  process  of  deter- 
mining the  candle  power  >  f  gas,  which  is  not  al- 
together a  satisfactory  process,  because  it  IS  al- 
most impossible  to  obtain  two  candles  burning  at 
the  same  rate  per  hour,  the  standard  being  120 
grains  per  hour.  He  considered  it  impossible  1.0 
tell  the  candle  power  of  gas  by  the  ey  .  At  the 
present  time  and  for  a  series  of  years  the  Boston 
gas  has  been  between  eighteen  and  nineteen 
candle  power,  which  is  cheaper  than  sixteen  can- 
dle power.  Their  gas  is  made  entirely  from  the 
most  expensive  sorts  of  coal  used  in  this  country; 
the  expense  of  tran'-portation  makes  the  cost 
much  greater  than  in  most  other  seaport  cit- 
ies. The  Albert  coal  costs  $25  per  ton  in 
gold ;  they  have  used  the  Pennsylvania  coal,Yough- 
iogeny  coal,  and  al;o  some  shijsped  from  Balti- 
more, as  the  grade  seems  to  be  better;  this  year 
thev  have  used  some  Monongahela  and  Wett  Vir- 
ginia coals,  also  Cape  Breton  and  Pictou  coal. 
Freights  in  ordinary  years  aie  $2.50  a  ton  from 
Baltimore;  this  year  they  are  a  littie  cheaper.  Mr. 
Greenough  then  explained  the  object  of  puiifying 
gas,  for  which  they  use  lime,  than  which  nothing 
IS  so  perfect ;  other  pi  ocesses  are  used  by  other 
companies.  He  had  not  given  a  gieat  deal  of  in- 
vestigation to  the  subject  of  subsdiuiing  naphtha 
in  placeof  coal ;  for  making  gas  the  quantity  neces- 
sary to  keep  on  hand  would  be  so  large  tliat  the 
board  would  i.ot  permit  him  to  store  it ;  he  could 
not  offer  a  guarantee  to  secure  the  city  from  acci- 
dent; he  thought  20,000  barrels  would  be  about  a 
two  to  three  months'  stock,  and  they  would  have 
to  get  that  on  hand  for  the  winter's  us^e.  Mr. 
Greenough  then  exjilained  the  process  of  making 
gas ;  the  quantity  of  good  gas  taken  from  eacn 
pound  of  coal  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  coal; 
the  larger  the  product  the  poorei- the  quality;  an 
effort  has  been  made  by  gas  engineers  to  get  a 
larger  amount  of  gas  and  still  keep  up  the  quality; 
the  best  American  coals  yield  41/2  feet  to  the  pound. 
The  company's  gross  recei^ts  lasi  year,  exclusive  of 
coke  and  coal  tar,  were  $1,490,537.70,  and  inclusive 
of  coal  tar  they  were  $1,602,600.13— that  i>;  ,$2.39  per 
thousand  teet  of  the  whole  amount  of  gas  sold, 
'the  cost  of  the  gas  $1,393,869.53,  or  $2.08  per  thou- 
sand, and  add  to  that  two  per  cent,  for  bad 
debts  and  $2.12  is  the  actual  co^t.  No  interest  on 
the  capital  stock  is  included  in  the  above. 

I  he  profits  last  year  were  not  enough  to  pay  ten 
per  cent.  The  expenses  that  the  company  went  to 
growiiiu:  out  of  the  fire  do  not  enter  into  the  ele- 
ments of  cost  before  stated.  No  charge  was  made 
to  the  quarteily  consumers  in  the  burnt  distiicc 
during  the  quarter  in  which  the  fire  occurred. 
The  price  of  gas  for  the  coming  year  cannot  be 
determined  until  next  March,  when  the  ac- 
counts are  made  up.  The  price  to  the  ordinaiy 
consumer  is  $2.50;  to  wholesale  con-umers,  five 
per  cent,  discount  is  allowed  where  over  a 
thousand  dollars'  worth  is  consumed,  so  that  the 
average  receipt  in  1873  was  $2.39.  The  company 
have  property  which  is  taxed  at  $3,400,000;  but 
whatever  its  valuation  it  earns  a  dividend  only  on 
.$2,000,000,  so  that  it  is  no  benefit  to  the  corpora- 
tion to  have  it  worth  more  than  it  cost,  as  it 
only  earns  the  interest  on  the  original  co  t  .In  the 
city  proper  the  comi)anyhave  between  eleven  oiul 
twelve  acres  of  land,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  in 
Ward  2,  and  the  rest  m  Wards  3,  6,  7,  9  and  13.  AH 
this  real  estate  is  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the 
company,  and  he  believed  they  occupy  less  land 
than  other  large  gaslisrht  companies  doing  .=0 
much  business.  They  have  purchased  an  addi- 
tional tract  of  twenty  acres  of  land  at  Commercial 
Point,  for  the  purpose  of  building,  at  -ome  future 
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day,  another  set  of  works.  The  company  has  works 
siiHi('ieiit  to  supply  tlie  cityproiier  today,  and  they 
woidii  {'o  for  tnree  or  four  winters,  fie  aid  not 
see  the  necessity  of  another  coiuj)any  to  supply 
the  eity.  'Ihi'v  use  a  i)ortion  of  the  coke  in  niauii- 
facturint;  n'^f^-  The  coke  usually  l)rinp,s  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  coal.  About  ten  i)er  cent,  is 
thought  to  l)e  the  amount  of  gas  lost  by  leakage, 
condensation  or  stealing,  principally  leakage.  Air. 
Greeiiough  then  described  the  kind  of  iron  retorts 
used,  which  they  would  have  to  use  so  long  as 
tliey  carbonize  Albert  coal.  He  then  presented 
sketches  showing  the  condition  of  several  of  the 
streets  of  Boston,  with  the  pipes,  sewers  and  car 
tracks  laid  in  them,  and  explained  them  to  individu- 
al members  of  (he  Boaid.  Mr.  Greenoujih  thpn  said 
the  history  of  competition  among  gas  companies 
in  other  cities  had  been  that  a  competing  com- 
pany had  never,  to  his  knowledge, paid  adividend. 
In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  there  are  six  compaiiies  where 
there  formerly  were  two,  and  it  ended  there  as  it 
has  ended  elsewhere,  and  the  price  remains  at 
three  dollars.  The  competition  lasted  only  two 
years,  the  competing  company  buyiiig  a  district 
II om  the  old  one.  Previous  to  1858  London  was 
supplied  by  thirteen  companies;  but  the  great  in- 
convenience caused  a  rearrangement  of  the  dis- 
tricts, and  now  tiere  are  only  two  large  companies 
mainly  supplying  the  city  of  London,  with  some 
small  ones,  and  there  is  no  competition  at  all.  In 
Paris  there  were  eight  compi* nies  somewhat  m  com- 
petition, but  the  Emperor  Napoleon  offered  them 
a  concession  if  they  would  unite,  which  wa«  done, 
and  competition  ended.  In  some  of  the  other 
larger  ii)uropean  cities  there  are  two  or  three  com- 
panies, but  none  of  them  competing.  New  York 
covers  22,000  acres  and  is  supplied  by  five  com- 
panies with  a  total  capital  of  117,300,000,  and  they 
m  ide  3,000,000,000  cubic  feet  of  gas;  they  have  541 
miles  of  pipe  laid  last  year;  the  cost  to  the  con- 
sumer is  $2.75  i>er  thousand  cubic  feet.  Competi- 
tion has  been  tried  at  Buffalo,  St.  Louis,  Mem- 
phis, Chicago  and  some  of  the  interior  towns  of 
New  York.  The  competition  at  Detroit  must 
end  either  in  failure  or  an  ai-rangement  upon 
a  price  at  which  they  can  live.  Mv.  Greeii- 
ough then  reviewed  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Kennedy  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  making  gas  so  as 
to  sell  it  at  §2.00  <*  thousand,  stating  that  many 
elements  were  omitted  which  in  his  judgment 
should  have  been  put  in,  specifying  the  price  of 
coal,  labor  as  being  too  low,  and  said  that  in  his 
judgment  no  company  could  manufacture  the 
same  grade  of  gas  as  is  now  furnished  in  Boston  for 
$2.00  a  thousand,  and  make  a  profit  on  it.  Mr. 
Greenough  submitted  a  list  of  a  large  number  of 
important  places  supplied  in  New  York  by  the  old 
companies.  In  regard  to  the  lands  for  works  he  said 
five  acres  within  a  reasonable  distance  could 
not  be  purchasJd  for  less  than  a  dollar  a 
foot;  if  large  mains  aie  laid,  the  cost  of 
distribution  would  depend  on  the  size  of  the 
mains;  the  expenses  increase  from  year  to  year,  as 
the  street  is  paved,  inhabited  and  occupied  by 
other  pipes.  The  present  pipes  are  laid  at  a  three- 
foot  level ;  the  water  pipes  are  at  the  four-foot 
level,  and  the  sewers  below  that.  A  new  company 
must  elec:  to  take  a  lower  or  a  higher  level,  or 
they  must  take  care  of  the  crossings  of  the  other 
pipes.  Loo-ening  the  soil  is  prejudicial  to  the  un- 
ilergiound  work.  Laying  the  seweis  always  cre- 
aies  expense  for  the  gas  company:  mains  are 
broken,  and  the  repairs  have  beeu' made  at  the 
expense  of  the  company.  He  thought  their  pipes 
the  heaviest  laid  in  the  United  States,  as  so  many 
of  the  streets  are  on  made  land,  and  the 
pressure  on  the  pipe  is  much  greater.  Mr. 
(ireenough  called  attention  to  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Philadelphia,  where 
the  city  manufactures  the  gas,  showing  that 
a  total  of  l-l, 709,000  feet  of  gas  was  made  last 
year,  supplying  U464  public  lamps,  at  $55  each ; 
they  have  3,941,741  feet  of  mains;  there  are  79,477 
consumers ;  the  amount  invested  in  the  works  is 
$(7,841,702,  and  total  cost  of  the  works,  including 
the  private  works  purchased,  is  $11,126,101.  In 
that  statement  is  found  a  cornparison  with  Bos- 
ton, where  the  cost  of  street  lamps  is  $40  per 
year. 

fo  Mr.  Hyde,  counsel  for  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company,  Mr.  (ireenough  said  he  had  not  the 
Items  making  up  the  cost  of  gas  except  the  coal 
and  laoor,  which  an'ounted  to  $1.37;  Mr.  Hyde 
asked  if  competent  parties  are  willing  to 
make  gas  for  $1.50,  would  it  hurt  the  eity  of 
Boston,  to  which  Mr.  (ireenough  replied  that  they 
do  not  propose  to  reduce  the  price,  and  if  otlier 
citizens  propose  to  do  it  for  less,  and  do  do  it  for 


less,  the  Boston  company  must  go  to  the  wall. 
The  putting  down  of  a  second  set  of  pipes  costs 
more  than  a  first  set.  In  Detroit  the  competing 
company  was  stiU  going,  and  the  companies  are 
cutting  one  another's  throats.  The  largest  items 
111  making  gas  are  coal  and  labor.  He  v.as  asked 
how  gas  could  be  made  at  one  dollar  a  thou- 
sand at  the  Island,  and  said  he  understood  that 
was  not  much  more  than  the  cost  of  the 
coal.  A  coini)any  supplying  a  large  city  mu>thave 
an  apparatus  large  enough  to  provide,  against  ac- 
cident; in  fifty  years  the  lamps  of  Boston  never 
went  out,  excejjf  on  the  second  night  after  the 

freat  fire.  There  are  three  companies  which  are 
etter  situated  for  supplying  gas  cheaper  than  the 
Boston  is.  The  company  have  an  inducement  to 
make  as  good  an  article  as  they  can  so  long  as 
they  supply  it  solely;  it  is  to  their  interest  to  make 
it  cheap,  because  they  can  sell  more,  and  by  sell- 
ing more  their  property  is  more  permanent.  In 
1873  the  company  had  the  relaying  of  the  mains  in 
the  burnt  district;  they  "did  not  build  any 
gas  meters;  they  made  purchases  of  land, 
paying  a  portion  by  borrowing  $100,000  and 
leaving  $100,000  on  mortgage  on  the  property ;  did 
nothing  at  Neponset  except  a  little  work  on  the 
sea  wall.  He  did  not  regard  1873  an  average  year; 
the  expenses  differ  every  year ;  but  he  wanted  the 
company  to  earn  its  divi<)ends. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  to  the  Board  that  he  would 
be  happy  to  ansvi'er  any  questions  put  by  mem- 
bers now  or  hereafter. 

Mr.  Morse  said  that  so  far  as  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company  is  concerned,  they  would  rest  the 
case. 

Mr.  Putnam  said  the  case  had  been  gone  over  so 
thoroughly  that  the  South  Boston  Company  would 
not  put  in  any  evidence. 

Mr.  George  B.  Neal  of  the  Charlestown  Gaslight 
Company  said  he  had  noticed  in  the  Transcript's 
report  of  the  last  hearing  that  he  was  reported  as 
saying  that  in  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  thou- 
sand reel  of  gas  was  one  item  of  sixteen  cents  for 
labor,  which  was  wrong.  He  said  that  it  was 
sixty-six  cents.  He  knew  he  left  the  Board  m  a 
mystery,  and  did  so  because  the  other  side 
did,  and  he  wanted  to  be  as  frank  as  they 
were.  He  estimated  the  gross  co'tof  gas  to  be 
$2.21.2  per  thousand  last  year.  They  received  for 
coke,  tar,  etc.,  28  ceuts,  which  leaves  about  $1.92; 
then  the  interest  on  the  capital  was  52  cents  and 
8  mills,  makine  the  cost  jjer  thousand  $2.45.  The 
price  to  the  city  is  $2.50;  to  iirivate  consumers  $3, 
with  a  discount  to  large  consumers.  He  had  vis- 
ited tbe  sugar  refinery  in  East  Cambridge  to  get 
some  new  iileas,  ard  had  found  that  the  gas 
smoked  so  that,  if  burned  here,  the  Board  would 
be  1  kely  to  adjourn,  though  it  aoes  very  well  at 
the  refinery,  where  they  say  they  are  used  to 
smoke.  Mr.  Neal  then  described  various  processes 
of  making  gas,  and  then  asked  why  it  was  the 
competing  companies  charged  $2.75  in  New  Y'ork 
if  they  could  make  it  so  cheap.  If  there  is  a  cheap- 
er way  of  making  gas  the  Charlestown  companies 
would  be  glad  to  learn  it.  He  thought  the  gas 
companies  lost  many  ousiomers  on  account  of 
the  cheapness  of  kerosene,  and  he  hoped  to  see 
either  the  price  of  kerosene  go  up  or  to  learn  how 
to  bring  down  the  price  of  gas.  He  was  satisfied 
that  gas  cannot  be  made  in  Boston  and  sold  at  a 
profit  for  $2  a  thousand. 

Mr.  Hyde  said  the  petitioners  had  nothing  fur- 
ther to  offer,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter, 
the  further  considpration  of  the  subject  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next  at  5  P.  M.,  when  tbe  coun- 
sel will  present  the  ariruments. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  (ieorge  H.  Royce  and  others,  con- 
stables, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

KESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Luther  W. 
Bixby  resigning  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Ward  14. 
Placed  on  file. 

BOWDOIN-STREET    WIDENING. 

A  comniunication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners,  transmitting  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  City  Council  a  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Bowdoin  street,  in  Ward  16 (City  Doc. 
No.  100),  between  Adams  and  Washington  streets, 
at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $26,099.86,  the  dam- 
ages to  the  estates  taken  being  given  in  the  sched- 
ule hereunto  annexed : 
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Number   Square  Price   Total  am't 

Estates.  on  the     ft.  land  pr  ft.   dam'gesto 

street,     taken,  in  cts.  each  est'te 

E.  P.  Eohinsou,JRowdoinstreet4,.575  45      $2,358.75 


Unknown  owners,        

306 

.... 

Williani  Hannan,  cor.  Green  st.  447 

■  32 

143.04 

Pienjamin  A.  Brown,   

17« 

35 

61.60 

Warren  W.  H. 

Richards,                   .... 

847 

27 

228.69 

Heirs  of  James 

Davenport,                .... 
Heirs  of  James 

309 

27 

83.43 

Davenport,                

43 

27 

11.61 

Heirs  of  Benj.  F. 

Brown,                       

693 

27 

187.11 

Eliza  J.  Cooper,            — 

928 

27 

250.56 

Heirs  of  Benj.  F. 

Brown,                       

385 

27 

103.95 

Frances  M.  Gleason,    

870 

28 

243.60 

Oliver  Ditson,               

1,029 

20 

205.80 

St.  Mary's  Episcopal 

Church, 

2,683 

25 

670.75 

Oliver  Ditson,  Private  street, 

518 

Rt.  Rev.  J.J. 

Williams, 

2,240 

20 

448.00 

John  Wall 

2,695 

20 

2,339.00 

James  Jessup,               

1,601 

30 

1,980.30 

Heirs  of  Benj.  B'. 

Brown,                      

720 

27 

394.40 

Jolin  D.  Reinliard,       

5,WI0 

27 

3,190.30 

James  Tucker,  2d 

3,566 

35 

3,488.10 

Warren  W.  H. 

Richards.                   — 

1,5-0 

30 

2,277.00 

Nat.  Pliillips,  cor.  Cedar  ave. 

1,440 

25 

360.00 

Mary  L.  Fenno,  cor.  Union  avt 

.3,247 

30 

974.10 

Rt.  Rev.  J.  J. 

Williams,                 — 

1.722 

20 

344.40 

Nathaniel  Phillips 

472 

20 

94.40 

Eobt.  McDevitt  and 

Thos.  Haney.  cor.  Union  av 

.  3,604 

28 

1,009.12 

Cornelia  H.  Eliot, 

87(i 

28 

245.28 

Rich.  W.  Robinson,      

14,520 

30 

4,356.00 

Mary  A,  Mann,              

302 

30 

90.60 

58,294  $26,099.89 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  ou  Streets  and 
sent  up. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, sulimilteu  reports  as  follows: 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — John  Manning  and 
several  others  (transfers). 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — 
Charles  Cohen,  367  Federal  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Z.  M.  G.  Hol- 
biook,  Columbas  avenue. 

Pawnbi-oker  Licensed— Warren  A.  Pollard,  1 
Tremout  place. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — Joseph  White,  16 
Kneeland  street;  John   M.  Davis,  29  Essex  street. 

Auctioneer  Licenced  —  Isaac  Seabury,  5  Cam- 
bridge !^treet. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Maverick  Liter- 
ary Association,  to  give  entertainment  at  Sumner 
Hall  Dec.  28 ;  Arthur  Cheney,  Globe  Theatre ;  Wil- 
liam Hersey,  to  give  exhibitions  of  spiritual  man- 
ifestations at  vanous  places  in  this  city. 

Innholder's  License  Refused — Antoiue  Mattel, 
corner  Washington  and  South  streets,  West  Uox- 
bury. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — S.  E.  Thompson 
&  Co.,  14  Merrimac  and  123  Friend  street;  Aratus 
E.  Pratt,  5  Pynchon  street ;  Stephen  Harvey,  cor- 
ner Meirimac  and  Pitts  streets;  Charles  H.Biowi., 
48  Leverett  street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted — Fernando  ri.  Al- 
len, 220  Harrison  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPOETS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pavine, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
pei-ition  of  Charles  V.  Wiiitten  tor  grade  dHmages 
on  Doi Chester  avenue;  and  Franklin  Proctor  for 
the  removal  of  the  diain  which  runs  through  his 
land  on  Cottage  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  in  front 
of  the  lot  on  the  tasterly  corner  of  M  and  Eighth 
stieets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Company  to  construct  a 
platform  not  less  than  twenty  feet  from  the  ground 
across  First  street  at  their  factory,  upon  condition 
that  they  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving 
the  city  harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  or  expenses  for,  or  on  account  of, 
or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  constructing  or 
maintaining  of  said  platform  across  said  street; 
also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  agree 


to  remove  said  platform  when  ordered  so  to  do  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Severally  retid  once. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks 
and  edgestones,  with  orders  for  the  propoitionate 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  same  as  follows: 
Sidewalks — Dorchester  avenue  at  intersection  of 
Dorchester  street  and  on  Boston  street,  $927.14; 
Vinton  street,  $1508.06;  Woodward  street,  between 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Dorchester  street,  $1938.86 ; 
Fifth  street,  between  C  and  E  streets,  $2297.65; 
Eustis  street,  between  Dearborn  and  Magazine 
stieets,  $3494.14.  Edgestones — Park  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  Old  Colony  Railroad, 
$1831.07.    Orders  severally  read  once. 

FORT  HILL. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Fort  Hill  Improvement,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  Hartt  et  al.,  fox  compensation 
for  damages  sustained  by  the  removal  of  Fort 
Hill,  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw.    Accepted. 

REGULATION  OF    HORSE  CARS  IN  STREETS. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  relation  to  the  use  of  streets 
by  horse  railroad  companies,  passed  June  27, 1857, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  amended,  by  striking 
out  the  fourth  section  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following: 

'^Section  4.  Cars  driven  in  the  same  direction 
shall  not  approach  each  other  within  a  distance 
of  twenty  feet,  except  in  case  of  accidents,  whsn 
it  may  be  necessary  to  connect  two  cars  together, 
and  also,  except  at  stations." 

Read  once. 

DOUBLE  TRACKS  IN  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  v.'hom  was  recom- 
mitted the  order  locating  the  Metiopolitan  Rail- 
road in  Washington  and  other  streets,  respect- 
fully report  the  accompanying  order  granting 
said  company  the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional 
track  m  Washington  street  between  Temple  place 
and  Milk  street,  also  a  track  in  Milk  and  Hawley 
streets.  Your  committee  will  state  that  if  said 
location  is  granted,  they  will  offer  an  order  re- 
quiring the  South  Boston  cais  using  said  location 
to  pass  from  Summer  street  through  Kingston 
street,  instead  of  through  Chauncy  street,  as  at 
present,  thus  relieving  the  hotter  street  from  a 
large  number  of  the  cars  now  passing  through  it. 
For  the  committee, 

L.  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional  t/ack  in  Wash- 
ington street  from  Temple  place  to  Milk  street; 
also  a  track  in  Milk  street  from  Washington  street 
to  Hawley  streec,  and  a  track  in  Hawley  street 
from  Milk  street  to  Summer  street;  also  a  curved 
track  to  connect  the  easterly  t'  ack  on  Wa>hington 
street.  Said  company  are"  also  empowered  and 
diiecte  I  to  change  the  position  of  the  track  now 
laid  down  en  Washington  street  between  Temple 
place  and  Summer  street  so  that  said  track,  to- 
gether with  the  additional  track  located  by 
this  order,  shall  conform  to  the  red  lines 
on  a  ]jlan  drawn  by  William  .S.  Baniwin 
and  A.  Hodges,  civil  ehjineers,  dated  Nov.'  21, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  The  ripht  to  lay  down  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  v/hole  work  of  layii.g  down  the  .-:ame,  the 
form  of  raU  to  be  used,  aiid  the  kind  and  quality 
of  material  Ufcd  in  paving  said  tracks,  shall  be 
under  the  direction  and  to  the  sati^ taction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Street^,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them;  also, 
upon  the  condition  that  the  said'  Metroiiolitar 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  loca- 
tion, and  shall  agree,  in  writing,  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  herein  contained,  and  file  said  ac- 
ceptance and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage; 
otherwise  it  shalTbe  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

streets. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  "ollows: 
Heirs  of  George  F.  Bartlett,  $1609..50  for  land  dam- 
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.if^es  occasioned  by  the  laving  out  and  widening 
of  Hunneiuan  street;  Williaui  Deshon,  trustee 
under  the  will  of  Hinnian  Meredith,  $20,000,  wi- 
(leniiif;- of  Congress  street:  Klizaheth  L.  Francis, 
$10,580.97,  extension  of  Coiiiiubus  avenue  to  Tark 
f-<iuarc.     Severally  read  once. 

Oidered,  'Ihat  the  Committee  on  Streets,  with 
the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  author- 
ized to  make  an  agriement  with  the  trustees  in 
possession  of  the  railroad  company  passing  over 
Cottage  street,  in  Ward  16,  for  the  widening  of 
said  street  on  the  southerly  side  at  that  point,  to 
conform  to  the  width  already  established  for  other 
l)arts  of  said  street,  paying  said  trustees  such  sum 
of  money  as  will  relieve  the  citj  from  rebuihling 
ana  maintaining  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
stieet  as  relocated. 

Head  once. 

DUPLICATE  BOND  TO  BE    ISSUED. 

The  Chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  R.  Gib- 
bens  for  a  duplicate  city  of  Boston  bond,  to  re- 
jilace  one  that  was  stolen  and  destroyed,  reported 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue  a  new  certificate  of 
city  debt  to  Mary  R.  Gibbens,  in  place  of  certifi- 
cate uumloereu  5923,  for  one  thousand  dollars, 
alleged  to  have  been  destroye J,  upon  satisfactory 
evidence  of  such  loss  being  produced  by  the  party 
claiming  to  own  the  same,  on  condition  that  said 
party  owning  the  same  shall  give  a  bond  with 
three  good  and  sufficient  sureties  to  the  city,  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor  and  City  Treasurer, 
to  indemnify  it  from  all  legal  claims  in  conse- 
quence of  such  reissue. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
tou,  passed  and  sent  down. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Alderman  Brooks,  tor  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  etc.,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  graft- 
ing petitions  as  follows:  Jo>eph  Needham,  to 
erect  a  small  furnace  on  Bennington  street,  near 
Saratoga  street ;  S.J.&  G.  Tuttle,  to  erect  and 
use  steam  engine  on  Washington  square;  G.  K. 
Withington,  to  locate  and  use  steam  engine  at  923 
Tremoiit  street.    Seveially  accepted. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  as  follows : 

That  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  petitions 
of  Louis  B.  Schwartz  et  aL,  chat  lamps  be  placed 
and  lighted  in  the  passageway  between  153  ana  155 
Charles  street ;  Amelia  Koehler,  for  location  of 
street  lamp  on  Beech  Glen  avenue;  Weston  & 
Rand,  for  two  street  lamps  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Exeter  stieet. 

Recommending  the  granting  of  the  petition  of 
S.  B.  Pratt  et  a/.,  that  the  lamps  on  J^'orest  Hill 
street,  near  Morton  street,  be  lighted  each  night. 

That  no  action  is  necessary  on  petitions  of  Rob- 
ert Swan  et  al.,  for  a  lamp  on  Winter  street, 
Ward  16,  near  Prescott  street;  Francis  J.  Ward 
el  al.,  for  a  street  lamp  on  Cleveland  street. 
Highlands. 

Severally  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  jieimits  to  William 
Cogan  to  occupy  stable  on  Ninth  street,  near  H  ; 
and  to  P.  Havey,  to  enlarge  wooden  stable  on 
Dudley  avenue," Ward  17.    Severally  accepted. 


AEMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  ou 
Armorie.-,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters for  the  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  the  corner  of  G/een  and  Chardon  streets, 
be  discontinued  from  and  after  December  1,  1874, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $450  per  annum  be  allowed 
and  jiaid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  said  battal- 
ion, at  Boyl  toil  Hall,  beginning  December  1, 1874, 
and  continuing  until  otherwse  ordered  ;  saiil  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Arniories. 

Alderman  Worthington  a>ked  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading,  as  the  rent  begins  at  the 
new  place  ou  the  1st  of  December,  ana  they  de- 
sired to  discontinue  the  allowance  for  the  rent  of 
the  old  armory  from  that  time. 

Alderman  Cutter — What  rent  are  they  paying  in 
Cha'don  street? 

Alderman  Worthington— They  are  paying  con- 
siderably more  than  this,  but  I  do  not  know  the 
amount.'  We  merely  transfer  §400  from  there  to 
Boy Iston  Hall;  the  rent  is  not  increased  by  the 
order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12, 
nays  0 — and  sent  down. 

PERMIT  TO  BUILD. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Insjiection  of  Buildings,  submitted  a 
report  with  an  order  authorizing  a  building  per- 
mit to  be  issue<l  to  Thomas  Leavitt,  at  No.  135 
Dorchester  avenue,  according  to  an  application  on 
file.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  George  Q.  Thorndike,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  asev^er  in  Merchant*' 
row. 

MYSTIC  WATER  RATES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  follovving: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
directed  to  report,  in  consultation  with  the  Mvstic 
Water  Board,  such  ordinance  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  Mystic 
water  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity ;  said  report  to 
be  made  to  either  branch. 
Passed. 

PROPOSED  TAKING  OF    MIDDLESEX    CARS  OFF  THE 
CIRCUIT. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  a  petition  from 
MacuUar,  Williams  &  Parker,  George  S.  Tolman, 
Bigelow,  Keiinard  &  Co.,  Svilliams  &  Everett, 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.,  Henry  W.  Dutton  &  Son, 
and  others,  representing  that  Washington  stieet 
opposite  their  respective  places  of  business  is  now 
blocked  by  the  large  number  of  horse  ears  which 
the  various  companies  run  through  that  thorough- 
fare, that  said  blockade  is  a  detriment  to  t.ie 
business  of  the  streets,  and  that  the  remedy  lies 
not  in  placing  other  horse  car  tracks  in  this  street, 
but  in  restrictina;  the  running  of  cars  thiou;;h 
this  street,  and  they  pray  that  the  permission 
given  the  Middle:  ex"  and  Highland  cars  to  run 
through  tint  part  of  Washington  street  be  re- 
voked. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Prescott. 

Ou  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUlSrCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

UKCliiMBJilK    3,    ia74. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  7  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     Flieil    THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petition  of  T.  C.  &  C.  F.  Newcomb  referred. 

Re.-'olve  and  order  from  the  Stieet  Commission- 
ers for  the  widening  of  Uowd„in  street.  Ward  16, 
between  Adams  and  Wa  hingtoii  streets. at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  !i{;i6,099  89-100.  (City  Doc.  No. 
ioo.)    Referted  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  le  issued  to 
Thomas  Leavitt  to  enlarge  a  building  at  135  Dor- 
chester street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  new  certiflcate 
of  city  debt  to  be  issued  to  Mary  R.  Gribbens,  to 
replace  one  that  was  destroyed;  the  same  to  be  is- 
sued on  the  terms  and  conditions  in  said  order  set 
forth.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  corner  of  Green  and  Chardoii  streets,  and  that 
$450  per  annum  be  allowed  for  such  headquarters 
at  Boylston  Hall.    Ordeied  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  directing  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  renort,  in  consultation  with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board,  to  either  branch,  an  ordinance  to  regulate 
the  distribution  of  Mystic  water.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ceitificats  of  the  e)eetion  of  Nathaniel  J.  Brad- 
lee  as  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
in  place  of  L.  M'les  Standish,  elected  by  this 
Council.    The  president  read  the  following: 

BOSTON,  Dec.  2,  1874. 

Colonel  Edward  O.  Shepard,  President  Common 
Council :  Dear  Sir — I  see  by  the  papers  that  I 
have  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Water  Board 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  place  of  my  friend 
L.  Miles  Standish,  who  is  in  every  way  qualified 
to  fill  the  position.  I  wish  you  would  therefore 
state  to  the  Common  Council  that  I  am  not  a  can- 
didate for  the  office. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Nathaniel,  J.  Bradlee. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  Messrs. 
Denny  of  \Vard  9,  Dacey  of  Ward  20  and  Woods  of 
Ward  8  weie  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  munberof  votes  cast 48 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

L.  Mile-i  Standish 37 

NathaiiielJ.  Bradlee 9 

George  A .  Shaw 1 

Johns.  Damrell 1 

And  Mr.  Standish  was  declared  reelected  in  non- 
concurrence,  and  the  certificate  was  pent  up. 

Certificate  of  non-concurrence  in  the  reference 
to  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  subject  of  the 
order  concerning  the  distribution  of  soup,  etc., 
among  the  poor. 

The  President— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council — to  adhere  or  recede? 

Ml-.  Perkins  of  W&id  16-  Nothing  is  further  from 
my  mind,  sir,  than  by  any  word  or  deed  to  delay 
the  distrit)ution  of  tuis  charity.  But  I  hope  the 
Council  will  adhere  to  the  vote  referring  thi-*  sub- 
ject to  a  joint  special  committee.  It  is  a  subject 
upon  which  there  is  certaii-ly  a  very  honest  ditfer- 
ence  of  opinion,  and  thd  fact  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  was  ex^.ressed  here  by  gentlemeii  who 
have  nottiing  but  the  best  interest  of  the  city  at 
heart  should  be  a  sufficient  indication  that  that  dif- 
ference of  opinion  is  honest,  and  that  the  best  way 
to  arrive  at  a  sensible  conclusion  will  be  to  have 
this  matter  referred.  I  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  the  AJdennan  from  Ward  C  say,  in  his  re- 
marks, that  he  was  afraid  that  a  portion  of  this 
appropriatior  would  be  diverted  fiom  its  proper 
uses  in  running  the  expense  of  a  special  commit- 
tee. 1  desire  to  say — and  I  hive  no  doubt  my  col- 
leagues on  the  committee  do  the  same — that  I  re- 
pel the  insinuation  that  a  dollar  of  the  amount 
will  be  diverted  from  the  purpose  of  the  order. 
From  some  conversation  I  have  had  with  Aloermen 
since  last  Monday,  I  am  satisfied  that  if  this  Coun- 
cil adheres  to  its  former  action,  the  Board  of 
Aldevnien  will  concur  next  Monday,  and  the  mat- 
ter will  then  be  adjustecl.  I  move  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  action. 


The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  papers  were  sent 
up. 

Notice  of  rejection  by  the    Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  order  concerning  the    employment  of  per- 
sons needing    work    during   the"  present   winter 
passed  by  this  Council.    Placed  on  file. 
unfinished  business. 

Order  for  Mystic  Water  Board  to  procure  bonds 
for  the  conveyance  of  s-uch  lands  as  may  be  desig- 
nated by  the  _ity  Engineer,  for  a  storage  leservoir 
in  the  Mystic  valley.    Passed. 

EXTENSION   OF  EAST   LENOX   STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  Citv  Council  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  ex- 
tension of  East  Lenox  street  to  Fellows  street,  at 
an  adjudged  expense  of  $9000,  the  damages  to  the 
estates  being  as  follows : 

Square  feet  of    Value  of    Total  amount 
land  taken,    land  taken,    of  damages. 
W.  Eliot  Wood- 
ward          3,503  89,000  $9,000 

City  of  Boston 
and  others...        9,671 

13,174  89,000  $9,000 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — If  it  is  in  order  1  move  a 
saspension  of  the  rule,  th  at  that  order  may  take  its 
second  reading  and  be  passed  this  evening.  It  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  that  imiirovement 
should  be  carried  out  at  once.  Our  contract  for 
filling  the  Northampton-street  distiict  will  be 
completed  by  tomoriow  night  and  we  desire  to 
clo>c  up  all  the  work  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolve  and 
order  were  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  and 
sent  up. 

REPORT    OF  THE   PARK  COMMISSION. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  1 
Boston,  Dec.  3, 1874.     ( 

C<,ionel  E.  O.  Shepard,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with the  report  of  the  commissioner*  appointed 
under  the  order  ai)proved  Feb.  17, 1874,  to  investi- 
gate the  subject  of  the  establi-hment  of  public 
\>arks.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayoi. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston — The  commission  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject  of  public  parks,  respectfully  submits 
the  following 

report. 

The  city  of  Boston,  the  sixth  in  population,  and 
the  t-econd  in  valuation  in  the  United  States,  has 
115  acres  of  publi:  grounds  within  its  limits. 

New    York   has 1,358  acres, 

B-  ooklyii         "    550     " 

Philadelphia"    3,074     " 

Baltimore       "    771     " 

Chicago  "    1,897     " 

devoted  to  public  uses. 

While  these  cities  have  beguii,  and,  in  some 
cases,  have  completed  their  great  public  parks, 
Boston,  relying  on  her  situation,  and  con- 
tent with  suburbs  unrivalled  for  beauty  and 
for  ease  ot  access,  has  lost  the  opportuni- 
ty of  acquiring  land  at  nominal  prices,  and 
today  finds  that  the  rural  beauty,  so  highly  prized, 
has  nearly  disappeared,  and  that  no  provision  has 
been  made  to  supply  its  place. 

It  is  useless  to  dwell  on  past  shortcomings;  but 
\\e  earnestly  recommend  that  no  further  time  be 
lost  in  maturing  and  carrying  out  a  plan  adequate 
to  the  future  needs  of  the  city  in  this  direction. 
We  think  chat  money  so  expended  will  be  well  in- 
vested, and  quickly  leturned  by  betterments  and 
by  the  increase  in  taxable  value  of  all  surround- 
ing property.  In  this  connection  it  will  not  be 
out  of  place  to  see  what  has  been  done  elsewhere, 
and  what  have  been  the  results. 
New  York. 

In  1857  the  Central  Park  was  commenced, 
and  may  now  be  said  to  be  finished. 
It  contaii.s  937.68  acres,  and  has  been 
the  most  costly  of  any  yet  undertaken  in  tLis 
country.     The  outlay  has  been 

For  land $5,028,844.10 

Impiovements 8,874,671.50 

.'S13,902,515.60 

When  it  was  bep'un  the  real  estate  valuation  of 
the  citv  was  $3,52,343,033 

In  1874"(the  island  alone) $858,641,630 

An  increase  in  seventeen  years  of $506,298,597 

equal  to  143  per  cent.        '  zzTZimmzir 
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The  increase  for  the  same  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  three  wards  lying  around  the  park, 
has  been  $297,399,173,  equal  to  ninety-one  per  cent. ; 
while  for  the  three  adjacent  wards  it  has  been 
$208,899,424,  eqnal  to  768  per  cent.,  and  more  than 
two-fifths  of  the  increase  of  the  whole  city. 
Brooklyn. 

Work  was  actually  commenced  on  Prospect 
Park  in  1866. 

The  real  estate  valuation  cf  the  city  at 
that  time,  not  including  the  wards  adjacent 
to  the  park,  was  $93,000,000;  it  is  now 
$151,000,000,  an  increase  of  62  per  cent.  The  valu- 
ation of  the  adjoining  wards  was  $30,000,000  and  is 
now  $65,000,000,  an  increase  of  117  per  cent. 

The  cost  to  date  has  been  about  $9,000,000  for 
land  and  construction. 

Philadelphia. 

The  Park  Commission  was  appointed  in  1867. 

The  outlay  has  been,  for  land $5,737,000 

Improvements 1,500,000 

$7,237,000 


The   real   estate   valuation  of  the  city  m  1868 

was $445,563,321 

In  1874 539,003,602 

An  increase  of $93,440,281 

Equal  to  21  per  cent. ;  while  the  increase  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  park  has  been  over  400  per 
cent. 

Baltimore. 

In  1860  Druid  Hill,  containing  685  acres,  was  in- 
augurated. The  increase  in  the  valuation  of  the 
whole  city  from  1860  to  1874  has  been  sixty-nine 
per  cent. ;  the  increase  of  the  lands  adjoining  the 
Park  has  been  over  400  per  cent.    The  cost  to  this 

time  has  been  for  land $575,000 

For  improvements  about 1,200,000 

$1,775,000 

Chicago. 

The  parks  here,  comprising  nearly  two  thousand 
acres,  were  commenced  in  1868.  The  increase  in 
the  valuation  of  the  city  since  that  time  has  been 
thirty-four  per  cent. ;  in  the  lands  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  parks  the  increase  has  averaged  400  per 
cent. 

The  cost  to  date  has  Been  for  laud $3,603,475 

For  improvements 2,629,278 

$6,232,753 

And  this,  notwithstanding  that  in  1871  70,000 
people  were  burned  out. 

It  thus  appears  that  while  the  increase  of  the 
cities  has  ranged  from  twenty-one  to  143  per  cent.* 
the  increase  of  the  lands  adjoining  their  parks 
has  ranged  from  117  to  768  per  cent. 

While  it  would  not  be  just  to  say  that  this  re- 
markable growth  in  the  vicinity  oi  these  parks 
has  been  entirely  owing  to  their  establishment, 
enough  remains,  after  all  reasonable  deductions 
shall  have  been  made,  to  show  that  they  have 
been  sources  of  large  pecuniary  profit  to  the 
communities  in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  following  table  gives  the  real  estate  valua- 
tion of  the  different  cities  when  their  parks  were 
comm'^nced: 

New  York $352,343,033 

Brooklyn 123,000,000 

Philadelphia 445,563,321 

Baltimore 131,540,072 

Chicago 174,505,410 

Boston,  with  a  real  estate  valuation  of  $554,200,- 
150,  has  yet  to  take  the  first  step  in  this  direction. 
Let  us  now  consider  the  sanitary  aspect  of  the 
question. 

Nothing  is  so  costly  as  sickness  and  disease, 
nothing  so  cheap  as  health.  Whatever  promotes 
the  former  is  the  worst  sort  of  extravagance; 
whatever  fosters  the  latter  is  the  truest  economy. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  argue  the  truth  of  these  prop- 
ositions; they  are  self-evident.  We  apply  them 
to  ourselves  and  to  our  families,  but  are  apt  to 
forget  that  they  are  equally  applicable  to  the  com- 
munity as  a  whole. 

Whatever  increases  disease  is  a  heavier  tax  than 
any  other  on  the  resources  of  a  city;  whatever 
prevents  it  and  brings  in  health  yields  a  larger  re- 
turn than  any  other  investment. 

"Within  the  past  twenty-five  years,"  says  Presi- 
dent White  of  Cornell  University,  "there  has  been 


created  a  science  of  sanitary  engineering.  I  say 
within  the  past  twenty-five  years,  although  I  know 
that  engineering,  even  in  ancient  times,  had  fre- 
quent reference  to  sanitary  considerations.  Any 
one  who  has  walked  along  the  Tiber  at  Rome  as 
far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Cloaca  Maxima  is  well 
aware  of  that;  but  it  is  within  the  past  twenty-five 
years  that  the  science  has  been  placed  on  solid 
foundations. 

Vital  statistics  have  shown  the  effects  of  the  in- 
troduction of  sunlight,  of  pure  water  and  air,  into 
our  dwellings  and  cities,  and  engineering  has 
shown  us  the  best  methods  of  introducing  them. 
Any  one  who  will  take  up  the  recent  work  on  the 
subject  by  Mr.  Baldwin  Latham  will  see  what 
great  conquest  has  here  been  made. 

The  statistics  show  that  of  seven  leading  towns 
and  districts  in  England,  such  as  Croydon,  Ely, 
Salisbury  and  others,  where  careful  and  thorough 
modes  of  sewerage  prevail,  the  percentage  of 
deaths  has  been  reduced  from  forty  to  twenty  per 
cent. 

I  also  see  from  calculations  made  on  the  basis 
of  Dr.  AUeu's  tables  that  there  is  a  saving  to 
these  districts  pecuniarily.  Taking  into  view  the 
fact  that  for  every  death  prevented  about  twenty 
cases  of  disease  are  prevented,  I  will  say  that, 
judged  even  from  a  cold  financial  point  ot  vi^w, 
the'  result  has  been  magnificent.  What  the  re- 
sult would  be  by  good  modes  of  sanitar,' 
engineering  may  be  judged  from  the  statement  in 
Dr.  Beale's  book  on  "Disease  Germs,"  which  is 
that  by  a  good  system  of  sewerage  one  hundred 
thousand  lives  uiight  be  saved  i'lmually  in  Eng- 
land." 

Those  who  constitute  the  mass  of  our  commu- 
nity, at  least  three-rourths  of  it,  the  laboring  men 
and  women  of  Boston  with  their  families,  should 
not  be  surrounded  by  w  hat  Kingsley  calls  "every 
circamstance  which  depresses  the  vital  energies, 
and  leaves  them  an  easy  prey  to  pestilence  itself, 
by  bad  light,  bad  air,  bad  food,  bad  water,  bad 
smells,  bad  occupations,  which  weaken  the  mus- 
cles, cramp  the  chest,  disorder  digestion." 

This  is  exactly  what  we  are  doing,  or  permitting 
to  be  done,  here  in  Boston  as  the  city  grows.  Un- 
less open  spaces  of  sufficient  extent  are  provided 
and  properly  located,  we  shall  create  and  shut  up 
in  this  city  the  conditions  of  which  disease,  pesti- 
lence ajid'death  will  be  the  natural  offspring. 

This  will  become  more  apparent  if  we  con- 
sider the  direction,  extent  and  character  of  the 
city's  growth.  The  topography  of  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  iSoston  is  such  that  its  largest 
growth  will  necessarily  be  in  a  westerly  and  south- 
erly direction.  In  theterritory  bounded  by  a  line 
drawn  from  the  northerly  end  of  Arlington  street 
on  Charles  River  to  Dover-street  Bridge  on  the 
South  Bay ;  thence  by  a  line  southwesterly  through 
Albany  street  to  Dudley  street,  in  what  was  for- 
merly "Rox  bury  ;  thence'^by  a  line  running  north- 
erly "through  Long-wood  avenue  to  the  Cottage 
Farm  Station  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad; 
and  thence  by  the  south  bank  ot  Charles  River  to 
the  point  of  beginning,  there  are,  according  to  the 
estimate  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  city  surveyor,  about 
1700  acres  of  land  and  water.  Much  of  this  tract 
is  inhabited,  or  used  for  manufacturing  and  other 
purposes ;  if  the  unfilled  portions  were  filled  up  in 
the  same  way  as  much  of  the  neighborhood  has 
been,  and  the  whole  territory  occupied ,  we  should 
have  the  following  result: 

Wards  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  9,  10  and  11,  with  an  area  of 
1380  acres,  contained,  according  to  the  census  of 
1870,  a  population  of  93.63  persons  to  the  acre. 
When  the  territory  above  described  is  fully  in- 
habited, it  will  have  at  least  as  many  persons  to 
the  acre  as  the  wards  just  mentioned — a  popula- 
tion of  159,171. 

The  population  in  the  territory  within  the  six- 
mile  circle  from  the  State  House  has  doubled 
every  eighteen  years  since  1820.  At  this  rate  these 
1700  acres  will  be  entirely  occupied  in  less  than 
twenty  years.  More  than  150,000  people  will  then 
be  living  between  Arlington  street  and  Parker's 
Hill.  This  district  is  a  natural  cesspool ;  from  its 
centre  the  land  rises  to  the  highlands  of  Roxbury, 
to  Parker's  Hill,  and  even  towards  Washington 
and  Arlington  streets.  If  it  be  filled  to  the  grades 
of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water  for  the 
cellars  and  eighteen  feet  for  the  streets, 
which  are  the  ones  established  for  what 
has  been  hitherto  filled,  there  will  be  a 
large  and  densely  populated  district  into  and 
over  which  will  flow  the  surface  drainage  and 
much  of  the  filth  from  an  extensive  tract  of  a 
higher  level  nearly  all  around  it.  It  is  easy  to  pre- 
dict that  the  death  rate  not  only  of  that  district, 
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but  of  the  whole  city,  will  be  alarmingly  increased 
miless  stririfient  measures  are  adopted  to  prevent 
such  mis-imj)rovement. 

The  registrar  of  Boston,  in  his  annual  report  for 
1873,  comments  on  the  vital  statistics  which  he 
presents  as  follows: 

"From  an  examination  of  the  foregoing  tables 
it  is  evident  that  Boston  cannot  be  congratulated 
on  its  sanitary  condition.  Without  the  presence 
of  any  epidemic,  exce  it  scarlatina  and  smallpox, 
the  former  existing  to  no  greater  exter  than  tor  a 
number  of  years  pj-st,  and  the  latter  disappearing; 
in  July  last,  the  death  rate  appears  in  the  ratio  of 
28.45  in  1000.  In  thiee  years  only  (1853,  1854  and 
1872)  within  the  last  twenty-five  has  the  rate 
reached  the  present  one.  In  1851  and  1864 
it  was  27  in  1000,  and  in  1859  it  had 
fallen  to  21.4.  For  the  ten  years  end- 
ing with  the  last-named  year,  the  average  rate 
was  25.2;  and  in  the  ten  vears  endinsr  with  18G9  it 
was  23.7.  In  1870  it  was  24.3;  in  1871  it  was  23.5, 
and  in  1872  it  jumped  to  30.5.  The  prevalence  of 
smallpox  in  the  iiast  year,  the  only  unusual  dis- 
ease noticeable  during  that  period,  will  account 
for  a  portion  of  the  large  mortality ;  but  it  will  be 
seen  that  with  the  subsidence  of  that  disease  the 
death  rate  still  remained  at  an  unpleasant  alti- 
tude. To  tho.^e  who  are  familiar  with  vital  sta- 
tistics and  are  able  to  read  their  meaning,  the 
sudden  increase  of  the  death  rate  flora  23.5  in  a 
thousand,  in  1871,  which  was  preceded  by  a  similar 
condition  tor  a  series  of  years,  to  30.5  in  1872,  and 
this  in  turn  followed  by  the  rate  of  28.4  in  1873,  the 
subject  assumes  a  very  serious  aspect." 

This  serious  aspect  of  the  death  rate  in  Boston, 
to  which  the  registrar  has  so  earnestly  called  the 
attention  ot  its  citizens,  will  become  still  more  se- 
rious in  the  future,  and  in  a  future  that  is  close 
at  hand,  if  the  territory  which  we  have  described 
is  not  laid  out  with  wise  forethought.  There  is  no 
part  of  the  city,  as  constituted  today,  that  requires 
more  careful  sanitary  engineering  than  this.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten,  moreover,  that  an  infect- 
ed and  unhealthy  district  poisons  the  air  for  miles 
around  it. 

It  scarlet  fever,  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers, 
cholera  infantum,  cholera,  and  other  similar 
scourges  that  punish  so  fearfully  man's  ignorance 
and  negligence,  are  generated  in  the  cesspool  we 
have  described,  the  dwellers  on  Beacon  street,  at 
the  South  End,  on  the  highlands  of  Roxbury  and 
at  Longwood  will  not  escape  simila'-  punishment. 

Boston  has  paid  more  attention  to  intellectual 
and  less  to  physical  education,  on  which,  to  be  of 
use,  all  the  former  must  be  based,  than  any  city 
in  the  country.  She  seems  to  have  forgotten 
that  a  comniunity  to  be  truly  strong  must 
be  strong  in  every  way ;  that  the  strength  of  the 
whole  is  measured  by  tha',  of  the  weakest  part. 
It  is  not  enough  in  these  days  to  be  nearer  by  two 
hundi'ed  miles  to  Liveipool,  if  we  have  no  trunk 
line  CO  the  West ;  it  is  not  enough  to  widen  and 
straighten  our  streets,  unless  we  can  compel  the 
business  to  fill  them.  Nor  is  it  enough  to  have  the 
best  common  schools  on  the  continent,  and  to  add 
to  them  conservatories  of  music,  schools  of  de- 
sign, and  art  museums,  unless  at  the  same  time 
provision  be  made  for  that  physical  culture  which 
fresh  air  and  the  opportunities  for  out-door  Ihfe 
alone  can  give. 

The  fact  that  every  day's  delay  will  add  so 
greatly  to  the  cost  should  compel  immediate  ac- 
tion. A  city,  to  keep  its  rank,  cauiiot  afford  to 
postpone  inevitable  improvements.  All  experi- 
ence shows  that  tJ»e  tendency  of  the  population  is 
toward  the  cities;  year  by  year,  in  the  older  parts 
of  the  country, the  villages  and  smaller  towns,  un- 
less sujiported  by  manufacturing,  are  dwindling; 
the  cities  grow  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rest. 
Centralization  is  the  type  of  the  age.  Recognizing 
this  fact  what  shall  we  do?  Ttie  answer  is  plain. 
Make  the  cities  in  all  ways  healthful  and  beauti- 
ful. Bring  in  pure  water.  Provide  at  any  cost 
such  a  system  of  sewerage  that  not  a  single  death 
can  be  laid  at  that  door.  And,  cheapest  of  all, 
see  to  it  in  time  that  pure  air  shall  be  within  the 
reach  of  aU  within  your  limits. 

We  can  forecast  the  future ;  we  can  tell  to  a 
thousand  how  many  people  Boston  will  contain 
ten,  twenty,  thirty  years  hence ;  how  many  square 
miles  will  be  covered  with  dwellings;  what  will  be 
the  taxable  valuation.  Can  we  not  foresee,  too, 
what  that  population  wall  ueed  in  the  way  of 
breathing  spaces,  and  at  what  cost  that 
population  will  have  to  provide  them,  if 
we  neglect  our  plain  duty?  Whatever  plan 
may  be  adopted,  if  as  comprehensive  as  the 
most  sanguine  might  propose,  will  probably  be 


pointed  at  within  the  next  thirty  years  as  another 
instance  of  how  little  one  generation  realizes  the 
growth  and  needs  of  the  next. 

We  need  in  Boston  no  single  large  "Central 
Park"  ;  the  shape  of  the  city  forbids  it,  nor  would 
it  answer  our  purposes.  We  need  many  open 
spaces  in  every  part ;  a  series  of  parks  of  various 
sizes  and  shapes,  where  the  land  may  be  found 
best  fitted  for  them,  counected  by  broad  (hive- 
ways.  This  system  of  roads  should  also  connect 
with  Forest  Hills,  Mount  Hope  and  Mount  Au- 
burn cemeteries,  and — if  an  arrangement  can  be 
mnde  with  Harvard  University — with  the  Arnold 
Arboretum,  which  is  to  be  located  on  a  part  of  the 
Bussey  Farm  in  West  Roxbury.  We  think  that 
the  university  will  agree  to  keep  this  forever  open 
to  the  public,  under  proper  regulations,  to  be 
agreed  upon,  if  the  city,  paying  nothing  for  the 
land,  will  contribute  to  the  cost  of  laying  out  and 
planting  it  in  the  first  instance,  and  of  keeping  it 
in  order  thereafter. 

One  of  the  strongest  objections  has  been  that 
Boston,  at  this  time,  should  not  increase  its  debt 
for  any  purpose  not  absolutely  necessary.  We 
think  that  the  necessity  exists  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view,  and  that  the  experience  of  other 
cities  proves  that  the  question  of  cost  need  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  immediate  action. 
We  thei  efore  recommend- 
First— That,  in  view  of  the  i-reseiit  grade  and  of 
the  class  of  buildings  which  may  be  erected  there, 
a  park  be  laid  out  in  some  part  of  the  territory 
between  Arlington  street  and  Parker's  Hill. 

Second — That  a  series  of  parks,  of  moderate 
size,  connected  by  proper  roads,  be  laid  out  be- 
tween the  third  and  fourth  mile  circles,  and  that 
the  land  for  a  second  series  of  larger  size,  beyond 
the  first,  be  secured  at  once.  These  outer  parks 
need  not  be  improved  until  the  growth  of  the  city 
makes  it  necessary. 

Third — That  application  be  made  to  the  next 
Legislature  for  the  power  to  take  land  for  public 
parks  and  their  connecting  roads,  and  that  assess- 
ments for  betterments  in  this  connection  may  be 
authorized. 

Having  no  power  to  act,  we  think  it  unwise  to 
specify  any  particular  lots  of  land  to  be  taken  for 
these  purposes. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb. 

John  T.  Clakk. 

Geobge  a.  Shaw. 

James  J.  Flyxn. 

h.  j.  boabdman. 

Richard  Frothingham. 

Edward  H.  Clarke. 

William  Gray,  Jr. 
Boston,  Nov.  25, 1874. 

The  undersigned,  while  assenting  in  general 
terms  to  the  statement  contained  in  the  foregoing 
report,  desires  to  hive  it  appear  as  a  part  of  the 
record  that  he  is  opposed  to  any  measures  which 
will  involve  an  expenditure  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  out  public  parks  \t  this  time — 
the  city  being  heavily  in  debt,  the  taxes  for  mu- 
nicipal purposes  very  high,  and  all  kinds  of  busi- 
ness in  an  unusually  depressed  condition. 

James  Power. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed,  and  1000  addi- 
tional copies  were  ordered. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  submicted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  recommtnding 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Henry  Fallon 
and  Michael  Sheedy,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Seventh 
street.    Severally  accepted  and  sent  up. 

MYSTIC  water  rates. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  who  were  directed  to  report  an 
ordinance  in  relation  to  the  use  of  Mystic  water 
in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  submitted  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  D.  1875,  and  until  otheiwise  ordered,  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  be,  and  it  is  hereby  author- 
ized, to  charge  and  collect  the  same  prices  or  rates 
for  the  use  of  water  furnished  in  Wards  20,  21  and 
22,  as  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  is  authorized 
by  ordinances  of  the  City  Council  to  charge  and 
collect  for  the  use  of  water  in  other  portions  of 
the  city ;  and  the  said  Mystic  Water  Board  is 
authorized  to  exercise  the  same  powers,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  ir>  the  control 
and  management  of  the  Mystic  Water  Depart- 
ment and  the  assessment  and  collection  of  water 
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rates,  fines  and  penalties,  as  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  so  far  as  tlie  same  are  applicable. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  a  suspension  of 
tlie  rule,  that  the  order  might  take  its  second 
readinsi. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  know  that  it  is 
neceisary  to  sav  anything  in  regard  to  that  oroer, 
except  that  It  was  drawnii  n  consultation  with  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  and  City  Solicitor,  and  is  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  them,  and  is  considered  by 
all  parties  to  be  the  best  arrangement  that  can  be 
made. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  should  like  to  know 
what  the  real  object  of  the  order  is.  The  people 
of  Charlestown  are  affected  by  it,  and  if  the  gen- 
tleman can  explain  it  I  should  like  to  hear  him. 
Probably  1  shall  be  asked  the  que^ion  what  the 
effect  of  this  order  is,  and  I  should  like  to  know. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  le — There  is  no  existing  or- 
dinance under  which  the  Mystic  Water  Board  can 
charge  anybody  for  water,  the  Charle.-'town  ordi- 
nances having  expired.  There  must  be  a  city  or- 
dinance to  empower  them  to  make  out  bills  and 
collect  them.    Tha  t  is  the  primary  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  Dacey — I  am  satisfied. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

SALE  OF  SURPLUS  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  West  of  AVaru  16,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  motion 
to  amend  the  ordinance  relative  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  public  documents,  yo  as  to  allow  the  sale 
of  surplus  documents,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
memling  the  passage  of  the  aci:omoanying  ordi- 
nance: 
An  Ordinance  in  addition  to  an  Ordinance  relating 

to  Printing. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordi- 
nance relating  to  printing,  passed  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1874,  is  hereby  ameaded  by  insert- 
ing in  the  first  section,  after  the  words  "distribu- 
tion of  said  documents,  books  and  pamphlets," 
the  words,  "provided,  that  said  committee  may 
authorize  the  sale,  at  an  approximate  cost  price, 
of  any  surplus  bound  copies  of  any  such  tlocu- 
meuts,  books  or  pamphlets." 

Read  twice  ana  passed  and  sent  up. 

THE  SUDBUEY  RIVER  INVE.STIGATION. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  A\'ard  14  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  vvith 
full  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to 
investigate  the  charges  that  the  scheme  for  taking- 
water  from  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  is  one 
of  speculation,  iobbing  and  fraud,'  beg  leave  to 
subimt  the  following  report:  The  oruer  under 
which  the  committee  was  appointed  was  approved 
the  24th  of  November,  and  under  the  ^Urection  of 
the  chairman  the  following-iiamed  persons  were 
notified  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  clerk  to  attend  a 
meeting  on  the  next  day  and  furnish  any  evidence 
in  their  possession  relating  to  the  subject  of  the 
investigation,  namely:  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee, Pres- 
ident of  Che  Cochituate  Water  Board  in  1868-69 
and  '70;  Charles  H.  Allen,  President  of  the  board 
in  1871  and  1872;  Alderman  S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water 
daring  the  past  two  years ;  Councilman  Frederick 
Pease,  Chairman  of  the  Water  Committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council ;  Councilman  George 
A.  Shaw,  who  was  rei)resented  to  be  the  author 
of  the  charges,  and  Councilman  William 
H.  Kent,  who  introduced  the  order  for 
the  investigation.  It  was  understood  that- 
the  meetings  of  the  committee  would  be 
public,  and  that  any  persons  interested  could  at- 
tend and  testify. 

All  the  parties  who  had  been  notified,  except 
Mr.  Shaw,  attended  at  ttie  plac^  and  hour  desig- 
nated ;  but  in  the  absence  of  two  members  of  the 
committee  the  meeting  was  adjourned  until  Fri- 
day, the  27th  of  Xovember;  and  the  clerk  was  di- 
rected to  notify  Mr.  Shaw  and  request  his  attend- 
ance at  that  time. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  the  clerk  submitted  a 
statement  which  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Shaw, 
dated  the  24th  of  November,  stating, in  substance, 
that  he  had  made  no  charges  against  any  member 
or  members  of  the  City  Council  which  the  Coun- 
cil or  any  members  'thereof  were  authorized  to 
call  upon  him  to  substantiate ;  and  that  he  should 
decline  to  appear  before  the  committee. 

The  chairman  then  called  upon  Mr.  Kent  to  give 
his  reasons  for  introducing  the  order. 


Mr.  Kent  said  the  Older  was  based  solely  on  the 
language  used  by  Mr.  Shaw;  and  he  referred  par- 
ticularly to  the  following  words : 

"I  repeat  it,  that  behind  all  this  there  is  a 
scheme  of  speculation  which  is  not  seen ;  there  is 
a  scneme  for  water  and  land  speculation  all  along 
tbat  line  which  does  not  show  itself  here,  but 
which  will  show  itself  and  be  proven  to  the  Coun- 
cil before  many  weeks  more  shall  have  passed 
away."    [Proceedings  of  Common  Council,  p.  366. 

"If  ever  there  was  an  enormous  fraud  perpe- 
trated on  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  this  Sudbury 
River  scheme;  and  as  collateral  to  it  is  this 
question  raised  in  the  message  of  his  honor 
the  Mayor.  *  *-  *  The  scheme  itself  is  nothing 
else  than  a  speculation,  and  before  another  week 
shall  have  passed  away  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  re- 
veal the  facts  as  the;'  are."  [Proceedings  of  the 
Common  Council,  p  .588. 

"Because  my  triend  from  Ward  16  does  not  know 
that  there  are'  no  jobs  in  the  Sudbury  scheme  does 
not  prove  that  there  are  none.  I  came  here  to 
state  what  1  know,  antl  I  know,  and  I  say,  there 
are  schemes  of  speculation  in  it,  and  nave  been 
from  the  beginning,  It  is  true,  and  the  people  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true,  and  there  are  those  who  know 
it  to  be  true.  *  *  *  i  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  will  demand  an  investigating  commit- 
tee, and  demand  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  tiiese  facts ;  and  when  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  gets  leady  he  will  find  them,  and 
more  than  tlie  gentleman  from  Ward  6  ever  had 
the  brains  to  conceive  of.  *  *  *  When  I  say 
that  there  are  jobs  and  schemes  I  know  it,  and 
when  I  get  ready  I  will  divulge  it."  [Proceedings 
of  the  Common  council,  pp.  620-621. 

The  chairman  inquired  whether  there  was  any- 
one present  who  could  furnish  any  facts  as  to  the 
truth  or  falsity  of  the  assertions  which  had  been 
referred  to. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  who  was  President  of 
the  Water  Board  when  the  sche;ne  for  procuring 
an  additional  supply  of  water  for  the  city  was 
initiated,  stated  that  he  was  not  av/are  of  any 
speculation,  jobbing  or  fraud  in  connection  with 
the  Sudbury  River  project.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Allen, 
who  succeeded  Mr.  Bradlee  as  president,  made 
the  same  statement. 

The  chairman  stated  that  Mr.  Shaw  had  been 
notified  of  the  first  meeting  in  the  usual  manner; 
and,  by  direction  of  the  committee,  he  had  also 
been  notified  of  the  adjouvned  meeting  and  re- 
quested to  attend  it.  As  it  appeared  that  the  in- 
vestigation was  based  wholly  on  the  assertions  of 
that  individual,  and  as  he  had  refused  to  come 
before  the  committee,  either  tor  the  purpose  of 
substantiating,  explaining  or  withdrawing  them, 
there  was  no  reason  for  pursuing  the  matter  fur- 
ther, nnd  the  hearing  was  accordingly  closed. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  add  anything  to 
this  brief  statement  of  the  committee's  proceed- 
ings. As  it  stands,  the  author  of  these  assertions, 
which  have  had  a  tendency  to  bring  discredit  up- 
on the  Government,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  oc- 
cupies no  enviable  position ;  and  the  committee 
have  no  desire  to  make  it  more  conspicuous  by 
any  comments  of  their  own. 

James  Power. 
Chas.  J.  Prescott. 
H.  J.  Boardman. 
Harrison  Loring. 
David  P.  Kimball. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  some  interest  in 
that  matter.  There  is  a  statement  there,  sir,  that 
the  author  of  those  statements  holds  no  enviable 
position.  "The  author  of  tliose  statements,"  I 
presume,  is  intended  to  mean  myself.  1  presume 
that  reference  of  the  committee  is  intended  for 
me.  I  shall  therefore  desire,  in  addition  to  that 
report,  that  the  communication  which  I  made  to 
that  committee  shall  be  published  in  covnection 
with  it.  I  ask  nothing  more,  and  I  shall  submit  to 
nothing  less,  in  common  decency  and  common 
courtesy.  I  answered  the  committee  when  I  ap- 
peared before  them,  and  I  now  say  that  the  an- 
swer which  I  made  to  the  committee  should  be 
published  to  all  the  world  in  connection  with  the 
report.  I  think  common  justice  requires  it,  ani  I 
think  the  common  justice  and  good  sense  of  the 
Council  will  vote  it  to  me.  I  ask,  sir,  that  in  con- 
nection with  this  report,  the  answer  which  I  made 
to  the  honorable  committee  shall  he  published.  I 
make  that  motion  as  an  amendment  to  the  report, 
and  I  do  it  with  all  the  courtesy  which  I  am  able 
to  express,  and  I  ask  it  because  I  am  designated 
there  as  having  no  enviable  position.    Had  those 
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words  not  been  used  I  never  would  have  asked  it. 
Common  courtesy  and  decency  tome  comi)el  me  to 
make  tliat  motion,  and  I  hope  that  no  gentleman 
will  refuse  it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  hear 
the  communication  read. 

The  President — The  Chaii  is  not  in  possession  of 
the  communication. 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — It  is  certainly  amonu;  the 
papers  of  the  honorable  committee,  and  it  should 
have  been  returned  with  those  documents,  by  all 
common  custom  and  practice.  I  thei'efore  ask, 
sir,  that  the  matter  lie  upon  the  table  until  the 
honorable  committee  can  furnish  that  communica- 
tion, which  is  in  their  hands  as  an  official  docu- 
ment, and  is  properly  a  part  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  merely  wish  to  way  in 
reg'ard  to  publishing  that  letter,  that  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  had  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  and  stated  his  facts, 
or  made  any  statement,  the  committee  would 
have  reported  what  he  said.  But  he  chose  to  take  an 
entirely  irregular  method  of  proceeding,  and  make 
a  written  statement;  and  when  the  committee 
had  their  meeting,  instead  of  going  before  them 
he  took  a  seat  ir  the  next  room  and  sent  rather  an 
unpleasant  l£ind  of  letter  declining  to  appear  be- 
fore them.  Now  it  strikes  me  that  the  city  is 
hardly  called  upon  to  go  to  the  expense  of  pub- 
lishing to  the  world  this  irregular  letter,  sent  in 
this  irregular  way.  If  the  gentleman  had  any- 
thing to  say  in  a  proper  method  to  the  committee, 
he  was  perfectly  able  to  do  it ;  he  was  in  City  Hall 
at  the  time  of  the  meeting,  and  if  he  had  gone  be- 
fore the  committee  he  might  then  have  expected 
them  to  take  notice  of  what  he  said.  But  when 
the  gentleman  stands  off  and  sends  a  written  com- 
munication ;  when,  instead  of  appearing,  as  he 
might  have  done,  he  chooses  not  to  submit  to  be 
cro.ss-questioned,  but  sends  in  this  letter,  which 
he  has  already  published  in  a  good  many  papers, 
I  do  not  know  why  the  city  should  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  publishing  it  any  further. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  Council  will 
take  some  action  upon  the  report  tonight,  and 
either  accept  it  or  reject  it.  The  communication 
to  which  the  gentleman  refers  was  not  addressed 
to  the  committee,  but  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  did  not  recognize  the 
committee ;  he  only  recognized  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees, and  sent  to  him  a  lengthy  communica- 
tion in  response  to  the  ordinary  notice  which  is 
sent  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  requesting  the 
attendance  of  gentlemen  before  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  City  Government.  That  communi- 
cation was  in  print,  and  was  distributed  about 
City  Hall  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  as  stated  by 
my  colleague  from  Ward  6,  did  not  appear  before 
the  committee,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  he  has  for- 
feited all  right  to  have  any  evidence  or  defence 
which  he  desires  or  has  desired  to  make,  printed 
in  the  proceedings  of  this  Government  or  at- 
tached to  the  report  of  the  committee.  Fur- 
ther than  that,  this  communication  ought 
not  to  be  printed.  Two  portions  of  that 
communication,  as  is  probably  well  known 
to  most  of  the  Council,  are  simply  scurrilous,  and 
reflect  dishonorably  and  disgracefully  upon  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  a  member 
of  this  body.  If  the  communication  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  committee,  if  it  had  been  respect- 
ful in  its  tone,  it  might  possibly — although  not 
probably— have  been  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
committee.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  order  the 
printing  of  that  lengthy  document,  as  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  it  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  their  report,  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  a  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  desire  to  deny  in  toto  the 
statement  made  by  the  worthy  gentleman  from 
the  Sixth  Ward.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  notices 
which  I  received,  and  will  read  them  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Council,  and  for  his  information 
as  a  member  of  that  committee.  I  receivea  on  the 
24th  of  November  this  communication,  which  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  read : 

City  Hall,  Boston,  Nov.  24,  1874. 

Sir — The  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  City 
Council,  appointed  under  the  following  preamble 
and  order,  namely— "Whereas,  In  the  discussions 
and  allusions  to  the  order  known  as  the  order  tak- 
ing the  waters  of  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River, 
said  order  now  lying  on  the  table  of  this  Board, 
it  has  been  plainly  and  repeatedly  asserted  that 
the  scheme  proposed  is  one  of  speculation,  job- 
bery and  fraud,  it  is  therefore  Ordered,  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  setting  these  alleged  facts  clearly 


before  the  City  Council  and  the  people,  as  they 
should  be,  if  true,  or  of  disproving  them,  if  they 
are  false,  a  committee  be  appointed,  con.sisting  of 
three  members  of  this  branch,  with  .such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  nay  join,  said  committee  to 
have  full  powers  in  the  matter,  with  authority  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  do  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
subject,  and  reijort  the  result  of  the  same  to  the 
CityjCouncU  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment"— 
will  hold  a  meeting  ill  the  City  Hall,  on  Wed  ^es- 
day,  Nov.  25,  at  4.30  o'clock,  P.M.  You  are  re- 
quested to  be  present  and  f  urui»b  to  the  commit- 
tee any  evidence  in  your  possession  relating  to  the 
subject  matter  of  the  oraer. 
I  am,  etc., 

James  M.  Bugbee, 

Clerk  of  Com, 
George  A.  Shaw,  Esq. 

At  the  hour  of  half-past  four  on  that  day,  I  was 
in  an  adjoining  room,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  says.  I  skulked  and  shirked  nothing;  I 
skulked  from  no  committee.  I  was  in  the  adjoin- 
ing room  to  show  that  I  was  able  to  be  there.  But 
at  that  hour  of  half-past  four  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen were  in  session,  and  remained  so  for  one 
hour  after,  and  no  meeting  of  that  committee 
was  held,  and  never  had  been  up  to  that  moment. 
That  is  all  matter  of  history  and  record,  which 
seveial  gentlemen  in  this  room  can  prove,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  cannot  deny  it,  for  he 
was  there  in  the  C'lerk's  room  reading  the 
document  whicn  I  had  addressed  to  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  in  answer  to  his  communication,  and 
not  a  communication  authorized  bythe  committee— 
I  repeat  it,  not  a  communication  authorized  by  the 
committee.  Let  the  gentleman  here  deny  it  truth- 
fully, and  I  will  give  way  to  him  if  he  can.  I  was 
there  and  I  demanded  before  him  and  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  that  the  meeting  be  held  at  the  hour 
named,  but  the  meeting  was  not  held  till  a  quarter 
of  six  o'clock  that  nighc.  Let  the  gentleman  deny 
that  if  he  can.  It  is  history,  recorded  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Assistant  City  Solicitor  and  in  the 
presence  of  three  reporters  now  here  in 
this  room.  Deny  that  he  who  can.  And 
then,  sir,  having  some  little  feeling  and  in- 
terest in  another  matter,  a  question  before  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  I  stayed  there  to  hear  some- 
thing upon  tbe  horse  railroad  question,— as  it  was 
proposed  to  put  another  track  down  in  my  dis- 
trict. I  was  there  told  by  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees that  the  meeting  was  postponed  tUl  Friday. 
Said  I,  "Mr.  Bugbee,  postponed  by  whom?  Have 
you  had  a  meeting  of  your  committee?"  "No, 
sir,"  said  he.  "Postponed  by  whom?"  And  the 
worthy  gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  said  to 
me,  in  the  Clerk's  room,  following  me  in — this  is 
history,  sir — "Aldermen  Power  ^nd  Prescott  and 
myself  are  a  majority  of  the  committee."  "I 
admit  it,  sir;  but  you  have  n't  had  a  meet- 
ing. Can  you  adjourn  and  call  another  meet- 
ing without  having  had  a  meeting?  That 
can't  be  done."  He  knew  it  conld  n't  be 
done.  W  hat  did  he  say  ?  Why,  sir,  "After  con- 
sultation between  myself  and  the  clerk,  the  clerk 
went  in  and  rret  the  chairman  of  the  committee ; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  then  said,  af- 
ter considerable  delay,  'we  will  call  a  meeting 
when  the  Board  adjourns.'  "  They  called  tbe 
meeting  when  the  Board  adjourned,  and  who  were 
present?  Why,  sir,  only  the  two  Aldermen  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward.  And 
then  Alderman  Prescott  rose  in  his  place  and  sug- 
gested that  a  bare  majority  of  the  committee  was 
present,  and  he  then  moved  that  the  committee 
adjourn  and  hold  a  meeting  on  Friday.  And  here, 
sir,  I  have  another  notice : 

Sir — The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
charges  in  relation  to  the  project  for  procuring  a 
sujiply.of  water  from  Sudbury  River  will  hold  an 
adjourned  meeting  m  the  committee  room.  City 
Hall,  on  Friday,  Nov.  27,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
You  are  requested  to  be  present. 
I  am,  etc., 
James  M.  Bugbee,  Clerk. 

George  A.  Shaw,  Esq. 

That  is  the  history  of  th'S  matter,  sir. 

The  President— The  time  allowed  for  debate  on 
a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  has  expired. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ask  but  common  justice, 
if  the  Common  Council  sees  fit  to  give  me  time. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  and  that  the  gentleman  be  allowed  to 
proceed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  with  but  one  dissenting 
voice  [Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9]. 


DECEMBER       3,       1874 


673 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  thank  every  man  of  the 
Council,  but  one.  There  is  one  member  who  al- 
ways says  "no"  to  any  proposition  of  mine.  Mr. 
President,  I  ask  nothing-  but  common  justice.  I 
mads,  sir,  to  that  honorable  committee  a  most  re- 
spectful and  courteous  answer  to  their  request  to 
be  present.  I  never  intended  to  be  present.  They 
had  no  right  to  call  upon  me  to  be  present.  They 
seut  me  a  request  which  I  had  the  right  to  accept  or 
reject.  I  rejected  it.  A  proper  regard  for  the 
dignity  of  the  place  which  I  hold  here,  sir,  re- 
quires me,  in  the  estimation  of  the  best  people  of 
Boston,  to  stand  in  my  place  here  and  say  that 
which  I  have  to  say.  I  am  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil; I  am  one  of  the  judges,  sir,  and  a  judge  is 
not  to  be  called  before  his  own  tribunal,  is  there 
a  lawyer  here — even  my  astute  friend  from  Ward 
6 — who  denies  that  proposition  ?  Impeach  me  he 
who  can!  he  who  dares!  he  who  may!  But  until 
I  am  impeached  no  power  in  this  land  can  call  me 
before  that  committee.  That  you,  S'r,  and  every 
man  of  common  sense  knows.  Now,  am  I  to  de- 
scend to  a  mere  pettifogging  examination  before 
a  committee?  For  the  committee  I  have  entire 
respect,  and  if  the  document  I  offered  to  them 
were  appended  to  that  report,  I  should  not  say 
cue  word.  Sir,  it  was  born  in  honesty  and  brought 
forth  in  integrity,  and  the  man  does  n't  breathe 
who  can  impeach  my  integrity.  An  honest  man 
can  afford  to  be  bold.  A  man  who  be- 
lieves that  speculation  is  and  has  been 
rife,  does  n't  hesitate  to  say  so.  I  never 
charged  it,  sir,  upon  any  member  of  this 
City  Government,  nor  did  I  ever  charge  corrup- 
tion, fraud  or  wrong-doing.  The  man  does  n't 
live  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  who  can  say  it— or 
can  truthfully  say  it.  And  all  I  ask  is,  that  that 
communication,  which  the  gentleman  wrongfully 
says  was  put  in  print  before  a  certain  time,  may 
be  printed.  I  shall  admit  that  I  banded  it  to  an 
honorable  editor  to  examine  and  use  if  h  ;  saw  fit, 
but  not  until  five  o'clock,  and  it  was  not  used 
until  half  an  hour  after  the  time  when  the  honor- 
able committee  said  they  would  meet,  and  the 
proof  of  it  is  in  this  room.  Let  the 
gentleman  keep  the  facts  upon  his  side. 
I  am  brought  here  to  answer  to  what?  To 
answer  to  an  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors?  Where  is  the  man  that  dares 
propose  it?  I  wish  to  make  no  long  speech ;  I  am 
sorry  to  propose  this  thing,  and  I  should  not  have 
asked  it,  had  not  those  few  words  there  compelled 
me  to  do  so.  By  common  rights  and  common 
courtesy  from  members  of  this  Council  to  one 
another,  I  shall  demand  that  the  communication 
which  I  made  to  the  committee  shall  be  published 
as  one  of  the  official  documents,  and  that  it  shall 
go  broadcast  to  the  world  in  connection  with  the 
report  which  the  honorable  committee  have  seen 
fit  to  make. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  am  very  sori-y  to  oc- 
cupy any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Council  upon 
this  matter,  but  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
has  m:i.de  some  statements  which  are  not  exactly 
as  1  understand  them,  and  as  I  am  unwilling  that 
they  shall  stand  uncorrected,  1  will  beg  permis- 
sion of  the  Council  to  occupy  a  very  few  moments. 
I  desire  to  state  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
when  the  meeting  was  appointed  at  half-past 
four,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5, 1  was  the  only  member  of  the  committee 
who  was  present  at  the  hour  for  meetiig.  The 
other  two  members  from  this  branch  were  un- 
avoidably absent;  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  in 
session  until  very  nearly  half-past  five  o'clock, 
I  think.  There  was  quite  a  number  of 
gentlemen  in  attendance  in  the  large  com- 
mittee room.  It  was  impossible,  or  it  would  have 
been  improper,  to  call  two  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  from  their  seacs  at  such  a  moment, 
and  it  was  deemed  best,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, that  the  meeting  should  be  postponed 
until  three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  as 
no  one  would  be  discommoded  thereby,  and  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  had  informed  us  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  would  not  aj  pear. 
The  Clerk  of  Committees  returned  from  the 
Aldermen's  room  and  stated  that  Alderman 
Power,  the  chairman,  had  postponed,  or 
proposed  to  postpone  the  meeting,  until 
three  o'clock  Friday  afternoon.  The  gentleman 
from  Wai(i  5  protested— that  was  the  expression, 
Mr.  President — against  the  postponement  of  the 
meeting  until  Friday.  I  did  n't  know  the  reason 
then,  but  it  came  out  subsequently,  because  his 
document  appeared  in  print  that  afternoon.  I 
stated  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees  that  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  was  unwilling  to  have  the 


meeting  go  over  until  Friday,  he  might  say  to  the 
Aldermen  that  I  would  remain,  and  there  should 
be  a  quorum  present  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Board.  I  did  not  read  thedocumentwliich  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees. The  Clerk  commenced  to  read  to  me  a  paper 
which  he  said  he  had  receivel  from  Mr.  Shaw,  and 
after  he  had  read  a  short  portion  of  it  I  declined 
to  hear  any  more.  Those  are  the  facts  up  to  that 
moment.  "Subsequently,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  three  members  of 
the  committee  met,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5,  and  Alderman  Prescott 
moved  the  postponement  of  the  meeting  until 
Friday  afternoon,  because  there  was  barely  a  quo- 
rum of  the  committee  present,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  there  should  be  more  present  at  such  a 
time.  One  word  more  and  I  am  done. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  wholly  misunderstand*  his  position 
in  this  matter ;  if  he  does  not,  I  wholly  misunder- 
stand my  position  here  as  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil and  of  that  committee.  I  did  not  understand, 
whei  that  committee  of  investigation  was  formed, 
that  any  gentleman  was  on  trial,  ortbatitwas 
proposed  to  impeach  any  gentleman  whatever. 
But  I  did  understand  that  there  was  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  who,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  was  in  the  possession  of  facts  and  fig- 
ures which  would  show  that  there  was  something 
wrong  in  this  Sudbury  scheme,  and  he  had  stated 
in  his  seat  that  he  desired  a  committee  of  investi- 
gation, before  whom  he  would  place  those  facts 
and  figures;  and  I  understood  that,  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council— and  he  and  the  Coun- 
cil will  pardon  me  if  I  say  it  —  it  was 
his  duty— as  it  was  the  duty  of  any  one  of 
us  in  the  Council  who  had  in  his  possession  any 
facts  and  figures  tending  to  show  wrong,  corrup- 
tion, speculation  or  jobbery  connected  with  any 
scheme  before  the  City  Government — to  aid  the 
committee  of  investigation  to  unearth  those 
wrongs.  I  supposed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  would  appear  before  us  as  an  assistant,  to 
aid  us  in  determining  who  were  the  persons  to  be 
sent  for  or  summoned,  who  were  to  be  compelled 
to  appear  before  us  with  their  papers  and  evi- 
dence, if  they  had  any.  I  desire  the  gentleman  of 
Ward  5  to  understand  that  I  never  intended  to  sit 
as  a  judge  at  his  trial ;  I  never  desired  to  be  upon  a 
committee  before  whom  he  was  to  be  impeached. 
I  have  no  right  to  speak  for  any  other  member  of 
the  committee,  except  generally  to  say  that  I  think 
the  whole  committee  entertained  the  same  views 
that  I  did  and  do ;  and  it  was  for  the  reason  I  have 
^iven  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was  re- 
quested to  come  before  the  committee  and  give 
us  his  assistance. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5 — I  thank  the  gentleman  for 
so  honestly  and  fairly  stating  the  case.  In  regard 
to  the  main  facts,  he  has  stated  them  precisely  as 
I  stated  them,  and  precisely  as  they  exist.  I 
thank  him  for  his  fairness.  I  have  the  right  to 
judge  of  my  own  prerogative,  as  well  as  he  has  of 
his.  I  am  a  memoer  of  the  Council,  his  peer,  his 
equal  in  standing  as  a  man  and  member,  and  some 
little  experience  has  taught  me  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  exercise  that  right  as  becomes  me  as  a  man 
and  member.  The  reason  why  I  sent  that  com- 
munication is  stated  in  full  in  it,  and  I  am  only 
astonished  that  he  and  his  colleague  should  desire 
to  suppress  anything  in  answer  to  the  request  of 
the  honorable  committee.  Gag  a  member  of  the 
Council  when  he  makes  such  a  request,  when 
among  the  most  eminent  men  whom  I  have 
consulted  within  a  few  days  it  is  the 
opinion  that  I  have  the  prerogative  here, 
in  my  own  place,  to  state  my  casC;  and  not  in  a 
star  chamber!  That  is  why  I  request  that  mv 
communication  shall  be  published  co-equal  with 
the  report  of  the  committee.  My  communication 
to  the  committee  states  my  reason  for  not  appear- 
ing before  them,  and  fully  states  the  case  as  it 
stood  then  and  as  it  stands  now,  and  as  it  shall 
always  stand  while  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council.  That  order  was  offered  here 
in  a  spirit  inimical  to  me.  I  hRve  the  right  so  to 
state  it,  whatever  my  worthy  fiiend  may  think. 
He  did  n't  introduce  it,  but  there  is  n't  a  fair- 
minded  man  in  this  council  that  does  n't  believe 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  me  before  the 
public  or  undertaking  to  gag  me,  to  put  me  down, 
because,  sir,  in  my  honesty  and  integrity,  and 
from  information  which  came  to  me  from  many 
source^;,  I  saw  fit  to  state  my  belief.  I 
remember,  Mr.  President,  that  when  John 
Quincy  Adams  rose  in  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  protested  that  the  right  of 
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jjetition  belonged  to  the  people,  there  was  one 
common  assent  through  this  nation,  and  through 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  that  sentiment.  Am  I 
to  be  jiagged,  sir?  Is  my  lll)erty  of  speech,  sir, 
v.'hen  1  speak  within  the  rules  of  tliis  Councnl,  to 
be  gagged?  Is  my  worthy  friend,  a  member  of 
the  Sutfolk  Har,  to  rise  "here  and  say  that  the 
communication  address; d  to  the  party  from  whom 
I  ri'ceived  the  notice,  and  was  signed'  "with  entire 
respect  to  you,  sir,  and  to  the  committee  which 
you  I'epresent," — that  is  the  language — "and  to 
the  City  Council,  I  remain  mo.-r  truly  yours," — 
that  is  the  conclusion,  sir.  And  now,  sir',  am  I  to 
be  gagged  down  for  that?  Is  the  honorable 
member  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  to  rise  here  and  say 
that  the  coinmunicatiou  should  not  be  printed,  be- 
cause it  will  cost  the  city  of  Boston  a  few  dol- 
lars? What  nVf.  our  rights,  sir,  as  Amer- 
ican citizens?  Is  the  liberty  and  freedom  of 
speech,  the  liuht  of  man  to  be  ignored?  It  may 
be  so.  I  do  not  desire  to  say  anything  Qiore.  I 
only  ask  that,  sir,  which  you  "in  your  judgment 
never  should  refuse,  and  which '  I  believe  this 
Council,  in  its  hoiiorable  judgment,  will  never 
refuse,  and  that  is,  sir,  that,  in  conueetion  with 
this  report,  the  courteous  statement  which  I  made 
to  that  committee  shall  be  published  to  the  world. 
Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — It  sounds  very  absurd 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  talk  about 
gagging  him.  That  is  a  thing  which  we,  unfortu- 
nately, cannot  do.  In  this  partl-'ular  case  we 
triefl  to  make  hi  in  talk  and  tell  vvhai  he  had  been 
hinting  at;  but  he  has  declined  to  do  it,  and  now 
he  waiits  us  to  pri;.t  his  letter.  I  do  not  think  the 
city  wants  to  print  that  communication  for 
his  glorification.  What  the  Council  want- 
ed—  perhajjs  it  was  in  a  spirit  hostile  to 
him  —  was  to  hear  what  his  facts  were.  They 
believed,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  understand's 
and  appreciates  it,  that  he  had  irt  any  fact?,  and 
we  waited  to  have  him  brought  into  the  position 
in  whieJi  he  stands  today,  in  the  opinion  of  every 
fair-minded  man,  of  having  talked  about  facts 
which  he  knew  did  n't  exist.  The  gentleman  at 
the  first  part  of  the  session  talked  about  fraud  in 
the  Krightf^n  matters;  he  made  a  great  deal  of 
that,  and  finally  it  resulted  in  discovering  that 
there  was  an  attachmi-nt  iu  the  name  of  George 
O.  Wilson  when  the  land  had  been  bought  from 
George  A.  Wilson,  an  attachment  which  wasn't 
worth  anything,  and  which  was  taken  off  before 
he  knew  of  it. 
Mr.  Shaw— That  isn't  true. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Now,  he  has  been  talk- 
ing about  enormous  fraud.  It  does  n't  matter 
whether  the  fraud  is  by  membei-s  of  the  city  gov-# 
ernment  or  not,  if  there  is  fraud,  it  is  very  imuor- 
tant  that  we  should  know  it;  and,  if  the  gentle- 
man knows  about  those  frauds,  I  think 
that  every  man  will  agree  with  me  that  he  should 
state  them.  I  wanted  to  hear  about  them,  and  the 
Council  wanted  to  hear  them ;  but  the  gentleman 
declines,  takes  fine  points,  and  assumes  that  he 
was  n't  duly  notified.  At  any  i-ate  he  was  duly 
rotified  of  the  secoi.d  meeting.  But  I  believe  the 
gentleman  admits  that  he  dia  n't  mean  to  go  be- 
fore the  committee,  whether  notified  or  not;  he 
did  n't  mean  to  go  before  the  committee  or  tell  his 
facts.  He  meant  to  keep  behind  the  general  state- 
ment of  general  fraud.  He  said,  to  be  sure,  at  the 
last  meeting  substantially  something  like  this: 
that  a  party,  out  where  the  tunnel  is,  charged  $3000 
for  the  right  to  cross  his  land,  and  got  $1500 
for  it,  and  that  this  fact  justifies  all  he  has 
said.  He  has  charged  that  "if  ever  there  was 
an  enormous  fraud  perpetrated  on  the  city 
of  Boston  it  is  this  Sudbury  River 
scheme,  and  as  collateral  to  it  is  this  ques- 
tion raised  in  the  message  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  It  there  ever  was  an  honest,  far-seeing, 
honorable  business  man  in  the  Mayor's  chair, 
there  is  <>ne  there  tow,  hut  he  has  been  imposed 
upon.  The  speaker  said  this  not  in  the  heat 
of  debate,  but  upon  clear  reflection.  *  *  * 
The  city  should  not  be  humbugged  by  spec- 
ulators if  his  humble  voice  can  be  raised  in 
protest  against  it."  [Minutes,  page  588.]  How 
much  has  his  humble  voice  done  to  pre- 
vent it?  We  can't  find  out  where  his  facts  are. 
There  is  nothing  but  this  13000  matter  in  the 
whole  ten  millions;  that  is  the  only  thing  he  has 
put  his  finsrer  upon,  and  that  is  all  I  be- 
lieve he  has  been  able  to  find.  I  think  the 
gentleman  himself,  if  he  thinks  about  it 
coolly  and  carefully,  will  see  that  he  does 
stand  today  in  no  enviable  position  before  the 
City  Council  and  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that 
people  must  think  that  he  does  not  know  the  facts 
about  which  he  pretends  to  speak;  or  if  they  do 


not  believe  thit  of  him,  I  can  think  of  but  one 
other  possible  alternative.  If  a  man  knew  of 
frauds  and  kept  them  back,  it  might  be  be- 
cause he  had  a  hold  upon  the  persons  who 
proposed  to  perpetrate  the  fraud,  and  expected  to 
get  something  out  of  tlieni  as  the  price  of  his 
silence.  I  am  unable  to  find  any  other  reason 
than  that.  If  the  gentleman  has  any  other  reason, 
it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  ex- 
plain it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — There  is  an  old  adage  that 
if  vou  give  a  rogue  ropp  enough  he  will  hang  him- 
self. 1  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has 
done  it,  and  it  is  n't  t"i:e  fi'st  time  he  has  done  it. 
That  is  no  enviable  position  for  him  to  be  in— that 
may  be  an  interested  judgment.  He  is  one  of 
those  who  has  practised  so  long  at  the  bar  that  he 
is  able  to  take  almost  any  position,  I  presume.  At 
any  rate  he  thinks  he  is.  Now,  sir,  he  states  in 
broadcast  language  here  that  I  did  n't  know  any 
facts,  and  refers  to  the  $.3000  or  $;1500  matter.  Well, 
now,  sir,  I  have  got  some  facts  about  that  matter 
since,  and  if  the  gentleman  wants  to  know  it, 
I  can  prove  it  from  the  Watei'  Board,  that 
it  was  n't  any  13000  speculation,  but  it  was  a  great 
deal  nearer  .¥10,000,  and  when  the  time  comes,  as 
1  said  in  that  document,  which  I  asked  to  have 
published,  1  shall  state  the  facts  here  in  my  place, 
befoie  no  committee,  but  here.  Now,  let  the  gen- 
tleman take  that  and  record  it.  Here,  sir,  in  my 
place,  when  I  shall  have  ascertained  the  facts, 
which  are  coming  to  me,  sir,  from  sources  unques- 
tioned, day  by  day,  will  1  state  them  here  from 
my  own  seat.  Let  him  deny  it  who  dires, 
he  who  can  ;  and,  sir,  if  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary, I  will  cite  before  this  honorable 
committee,  it  ever  they  shall  sit  in  judg- 
ment again,  an  honorable  Alderman  of  this 
city  who  knows  another  fact  with  regard 
to "  the  speculation,  a  ho  desires  not  to  be 
called,  but  he  is  ready  to  be  called  for  justice's 
sake.  Let  gentlemen  tliink  of  that  for  a  moment. 
Now,  sirj  he  makes  one  gross  misstatement  here 
and  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  report  which  yon 
had  the  honor  to  read,  sir,  from  the  At-sistaut  City 
Solicitor,  with  regard  to  the  Brighton  matter. 
Eveiy  statement  which  1  made  was  substantiated 
in  that  report.  The  Assistant  City  Solicitor  stated 
that  the  attachments  weie  taken  off  sixty  days 
after  the  time  in  which  I  made  my  statement,  and 
yet,  sir,  that  man  has  the  effrontery  to  rise  here  and 
say  that  the  attachment  was  taken  oft'  before  I 
made  my  statement  in  this  Council.  I  deny  it 
in  toto.  I  made  an  examination  of  the  rec- 
ords myself,  my  attention  having  been  called  to 
it  by  some  of  the  ex-selectmen  of  Brighton.  I 
made  that  statement  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and 
to  some  three  or  four  of  the  honorable  Aldermen, 
and  they  disbelieved  and  discredited  it,  and  re- 
quested me  to  go  there;  and  I  went  there,  with 
two  assessors,  to  examine  the  records,  and  I  found 
that  the  attachment  existed,  and  not  one  particle 
had  been  removed.  And  now  let  th*  honorable 
gentleman  ;/tand  heve  and  undertake  to  impeach 
me.  Sir,  he  has  done  nothing  since  he  has  been  a 
member  but  stand  in  his  place  and  oppose  almost 
every  proposition  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
make.  That  may  be  his  right;  but  will  this  Coun- 
cil see  fit  to  stand  by  him  in  his  gross  misstate- 
ment? I  don't  know  that  I  have  anything 
more  to  say.  I  have  asked  only  what  com- 
mon courtesy  and  decency  demand.  I  have 
been  called  to  account,  and'  I  have  given  in  full 
my  reasons.  I  have  stated  them  plainl>  here,  and 
I  shall  hope  that  the  gentlemen  of  this  Council, 
from  whom  I  am  soon  to  be  separated,  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  publish  what  I  have  said  in  connec- 
tion with  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  desire  to  ^ay,  since  the 
gentleman  charges  me  with  a  gross  misstatement, 
i  cannot  recollect  the  words  of  the  report,  and  it 
is  possible  I  may  be  wrong;  but  one  thing  cannot 
be  disputed— There  was  an  attachment  against 
George  "O."  Wilson,  while  the  person  from  whom 
the  land  was  bought  was  George  "A.."  Wilson. 
Although  it  may  have  been  intended  for  George 
"A."  Wilson,  '  the  attachment  would  not 
stand.  I  think,  moreover,  that  the  attach- 
ment on  the  Wilson's  Hotel  property  was  dis- 
charged before  the  gentleman  ever  brought  the 
subject  before  the  Council.  There  was  an  attach- 
ment on  some  other  piece  of  property  of  less  val- 
ue, but  the  gentleman  spoke  then  only  of  the  Wil- 
son's Hotel  property,  and  those  attachments  were 
discharged  before  he  said  anything  about  it,  and 
the  other  one  was  discharged  after  that— at  least, 
that  is  my  impression  as  to  the  facts. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  be  kind  enough  to  repeat  his  statement  in 
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regard  to  the  $10,000  matter,  as:  1  did  not  irnder- 
stand  Mm.  I  understood  him  to  make  a  state- 
ment BS  coming  from  the  Water  Board,  that  a 
party  owning  land  at  Chestnut  Hill  settled  for 
$1500,  whose  former  price  was  $10,000. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  said  it  was  nearer  $10,- 

000  than  $3000.  I  know  from  whom  he  received 
the  report.  It  was  written  to  him  on  a  piece  of 
paper  and  sent  round  to  him.  I  have  no  q^uestion 
about  the  facts.  There  is  a  little  bird  which  has 
spoken  of  that  thing.  Three  thousand  dollars  is 
the  sum  stated  to  him,  but  $1500  were  received.  I 
say  that  a  sum  nearer  $10,000  was  aslfed  in  the 
first  place,  and  after  I  had  made  the  bold  state- 
ment I  did  the  party  came  round  and  accepted 
$1500.  I  have  no  difference  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1.  His  statement  was  as  he  received 
it.    But  my  information  has  been  received  since. 

■Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— As  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  the  Water  Board  having  the  settle- 
ment of  those  damages  in  charge,  I  will  state  that 
no  other  proposition  was  ever  made  to  us  but 
$3000;  there  was  no  proposition  for  $10,000  or  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  The  only  proposition  ever 
made  was  $3000. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  desire  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  thaf  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  Assist- 
ant City  Solicitor's  communication  Ihare  is  a  mis- 
print. It  states  that  the  original  attachments 
were  against  George  "A."  Wilson ;  but  it  is  other- 
wise in  the  original  communication,  as  will  be 
seen  by  any  one  who  will  examine  it.  The  prin- 
ter supposed  it  was  a  mistake,  and  put  in  an 
"A"  in  place  of  an  "O."  While  I  am  up,  I  wish  to 
say  with  regard  to  this  speculation  or  frautl  where 
the  tunnel  is,  the  gentleman  charges  it  as  part  of 
the  fraud  of  the  Sudbury  scheme.  If  gentlemen 
will  consider,  they  will  see  that,  so  far  as  there 
has  been  any  imposition  on  the  city  at  all,  it  has 
been  because  the  Siulbury  scheme  has  never  been 
carried  through.  If  we  had  voted  to  take  that 
land  we  could  take  it,  and  have  its  value  deter- 
mined by  a  jury.  But  as  the  thing  has  been  going 
on,  by  reason  of  the  opposition  tbe  Sudbury 
scheme  has  encountered  in  the  City  Council,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
owners  of  that  land;  and  they,  perhaps,  had  the 
city  in  their  power,  and  obtained  a  higher  price 
than  we  would  otherwise  have  bad  to  pay. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  idea  of  George  "A." 
or  George  "O."  Wilson  is  a  mere  quibble.  You 
know  that  is  a  mere  clerical  error  and  that  it  can 
be  amended  at  any  time.  It  is  a  mere  error  of 
writing  in  the  ordinary  way  a  dash  being  carried 
over  so  that  it  made  the  "A"  look  like  an  "O." 
More  than  six  months  ago  I  consulted  with  the 
sheriff  of  Middlesex  County  on  the  subject.  It  is 
a  mere  quibble  that  the  gentleman  gets  up  here. 
The  attachment  was  against  George  "A."  Wilson, 
and  so  stood.  And  while  I  am  here  let  me  say 
that  there  is  n't  a  shadow  of  question  that  more 
than  two  months  from  the  time  in  which  I  made 
that  statement,  when  tne  attachment  still 
existed  against  George  A.  Wilson,  that  Messrs. 
Avery  &  Hobbs,  the  able  lawyers  of  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  Learned,  went  over  there  with- 
out the  consent  of  Mr.  Learned,  the  plain- 
tiff, and  released  that  attachment,  and  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  write  that 
down,  ana  ascertain  whether  that  was  thirty  days 
sooner  or  later,  because  I  know  the  fact ;  because 

1  went  there  and  examined  the  records  with  two 
a'^sessors,  and  afterwards  by  myself.  There  is  n't 
a  question  about  that.  The  gentleman  can't  state 
anything  with  truth ;  that  does  n't  affect  anything, 
only  the  gentleman  is  trying  to  bring  my  word  in 
opprobrium  before  this  Council.  That  is  all,  sir. 
It  1.'?  a  personal  thrust  at  me,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  this  case. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— While  I  am  desirous  of 
showing  all  proper  courtesy  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5,  or  any  other  member  of  the  Council, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  asking  too  much  of  us  to 
keep  this  disagreeable  snbject  under  considera- 
tion any  longer.  These  charges  of  fraud  have 
been  reiterated,  one  after  another,  and  in  good 
Jaith  the  Council,  at  the  gentleman's  own  request, 
appointed  a  committee  of  investigation;  and  that 
committee  having  made  a  report,  the  gentleman 
asks  as  a  courtesy  that  his  communication  go 
with  the  report.  That  communication  has  ap- 
peared in  all  the  public  prints ;  there  is  hardly  a 
citizen  who  pays  any  attention  to  that  kind  of 
speech  but  has  read  it."  That  communication  had 
no  relevancy  to  the  investigation;  it  was  merely 
stating  the  reasons  why  he  should  not  appear  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  therefore  I  see  noth- 
ing  to  be   gained   by   having  that  communica- 


tion printed.  As  I  said  before,  it  is  askine:  too 
much  to  keep  this  question  open  and  have  it 
talked  upon  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  two 
mouths.  Every  member  of  this  Council  knows  it 
is  stale,  and  we  have  got  tired  of  it,  and  the  soon- 
er it  comes  to  an  fnd  the  better.  Therefore  I 
think  we  should  not  lay  the  report  upon  the  table, 
but  accept  it  and  have  done  with  it. 

The  motion  to  laj  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  move  that  the  commu- 
nication be  printed  in  connection  with  tbe  report. 

The  President— The  difficulty  is  that  the  gentle- 
man asks  to  have  action  taken  upon  a  paper 
which  the  Chair  has  not  in  his  possession,  and  the 
Common  Council  cannot  act  upon  it  under  such 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Shaw — The  communication  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  and  is  certainly  a  part  of  the 
papers  of  the  case  as  well  as  the  original  order; 
the  ])apcrs  of  the  committee  are  in  their  posses- 
sion and  not  in  mine,  and  consequently  it  is  their 
duty  to  furnish  tjem  to  this  body. 

Mr.  Boardmau  of  Ward  14— I  would  say  in  an- 
swer to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  that  the  committee  are  not  aware  that  the  docu- 
ment is  in  their  possession.  I  have  not  seen  it, 
and  did  not  make  inquiry  for  it.  I  was  told  that 
it  was  the  special  ijroperty  of  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees, who  has  it  in  his  possession,  I  presume. 
The  fact  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  committee 
was  denied,  and  that  this  was  the  special  property 
of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  was  the  reason  it  was 
not  handed  to  us. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  can  say  from  information  received 
from  one  of  the  committee  that  ray  communica- 
tion was  raad  to  the  honorable  cooimittee  at  their 
meeting. 

The  President — If  the  gentleman  will  furnish 
the  Chair  with  a  copy  of  his  amendment  the  Chair 
will  put  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  —I  wish  I  could  do  so,  but  I  cannot.  It 
is  out  of  my  power.  It  is  putting  me  in  a  most 
extraordinaiy  position  when  a  request  for  a  paper 
to  be  received  and  published  is  disallowed.  If  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  gag  li  off  and  not 
allow  it,  why,  of  course,  it  can  be  done ;  but  I 
should  hope  that  in  all  decency  sufficient  time  will 
be  given  for  that  communication  to  be  properly 
received  and  entertained  as  it  should  have  been  at 
the  time.  I  ask  no  more  than  what  is  fair  and  right. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  movc  that  the  report 
be  accepted. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  report  was  sent 
up. 

UNPAID  TAXES  ON  THE  LOWELL  ftCHOOLHOUSE  SITE. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the  means  for  paying  the,taxes, 
amounting  to  $48.36,  assessed  for  the  present  year 
on  the  lot  of  land  purchased  in  May  last  of  John 
Johnson  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Lowell  School- 
house  lot  on  Centre  street,  Ward  15. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  sub-committee  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  who  ne- 
gotiated for  the  lot  of  9000  feet  of  land  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Lowell  Schoolhouse  site,  had 
just  $5000  to  make  the  purchase  with.  In  making 
the  trade,  we  were  to  receive  the^land  and  the  city 
was  to  assume  the  taxes.  It  was  then  very  near 
the  1st  of  May,  and  the  taxes  were  assessed  to  Mr. 
Johnson  The  papers  were  passed  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  there  was  no  necessity  for  jiutting  in 
an  order  for  the  city  to  assume  the  taxes.  But 
Mr.  Johnson  came  to  the  committee,  said  he  haa 
received  the  tax  bill,  and  wishes  the  city  to  abate 
it.  The  City  Treasurer  says  he  cannot  see  his  way 
clear  to  abate  the  taxes,  and  after  consultation  it 
was  found  that  the  only  way  to  do  it  is  for  the  city 
to  assume  the  taxes  on  the  property. 

Mr.  West— I  lemember  the  case  now,  and  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

THE  NONESUCH  POND    WATEK  SCHEME. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  the  order 
requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  authority  to  take  the  waters  of  Nonesuch, 
Pickerel  and  Morse's  ponds  and  Stevens's  Brook, 
or  either  or  any  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
nishing an  additional  water  supply ;  and  for  au- 
thority to  take  such  lands  and  do  such  acts  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose;  also,  to  pre 
sent  a  like  petition  with  reference  to  the  waters 
of  Shawsheen  River,  was  taken  from  the  table  [a 
rising  vote  being  taken  to  solve  a  doubt  raised  by 
Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9]— 24  for,  24  against— the 
President  voting  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  (juestion  was  on  giving  the  order  a  seconfl 

reading. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  explained  tliat  he  had  at 
the  last  uieetiii}?  asked  to  have  the  order  lie  over 
through  a  luisapprehensioii,  and  that  the  order 
then  referred  to  was  the  one  for  an  ordinance 
looking  to  the  appointment  of  a  new  water  com- 
mission, olfered  by  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Warien  of  Ward  12— The  object  of  selecting 
Nonesuch  Pond,  as  being  more  practical  than  any 
other  among  the  cluster  of  ponds  in  that   section, 
was    because  it  has  a  larger    watershed,  contains 
the  purest  water,  and  can  be  utilized  for  the  least 
expenditure  of  money.    If  Morse's  Pond  and  Pick- 
erel Pontl  were  converted  into  a  reservoir,  it  would 
submerge  the  I'ochituate  coniluit  sixteen  feet  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  water.    As  every  culjic  foot 
of  water  weighs  021/2  pounds,  the  additional  press- 
ure upon  the  conduit  would  be  1000   pounds  to  the 
square  foot:  then  should  there    be  a  breakage   in 
the  conduit   in    consequence  of   this  pressure,  or 
from    any    other    cause,     the    dynamical    effect 
upon      the     conduit,     on      thut      portion     out- 
side   the     reservoir,    would   inevitably     shatter 
the     whole     structure    for     a     long     distance. 
Water  is  a  non-elastic    substance,    and    a  sud- 
den shock  of  1000  pounds  per  square  foot,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  outward  pressure,  would  most 
certainly  destroy  the  conduit.    If,  however,  there 
can  be   built,  without  great  expense,  a  dyke  of 
earthwork  along  the  line  of  coiiduii  to  protect  it 
from  being  submerged,  there  certainly  can  be  no 
objection  to  its  adoption.     The  minority  report 
does  not  appear  before  us  unexpectedly.    It  is  the 
old  storv— an  argument  for  the  Sudbury   River 
scheme.'     It   condemns    all   plans   except   those 
of  the  most  expensive  character.     They    claim 
that   Dudley  Pond    has  a  more    favorable    wa- 
tershed   than     Nonesuch     Pond,    and    yet    this 
pond    does     not     fill     itself     oi-     pay    its    way. 
This  statement  is  all  wrong.    If  I  am  correctly 
informed,  there  is  not  one-half  a  square  mile  of 
watershed    around  Dudley  Pond,  while  Nonesuch 
has  three  square  miles,  according  to  the  Engineer's 
report.    If  the  minority  statement  were  true,  that 
Dudley  I'oi.d  has  a  larger  watershed  than  that  of 
Nonesuch  Pond,  or  three  squaie  miles,  and  yet 
does  not  fill  itself,  what  assurance  have  we  that 
all  the  Ensrineer's  reports  on  this  subject    are  re- 
liable?   How  do  we  know  that  the  Sudbury  River 
will  furnish  us  from  fifty  to  seventy  millions  per 
day?    if  the  system  of  estimating  the  capacity  of 
the  Smlbury  is  reliable,  the  minimum  supply  of 
Nonesuch  Pond  will  be  two  millions  of  gallons  per 
day,  and  from  that  up  to  four  millions.    Of  course 
f  It  should  not  rain  for  six  years,  it  would  not 
fill    up,    and    neither    would    Lake    Cochituate. 
Nor  would  the  proposed  reservoirs  on  the  Sud- 
bury.   I  understand  the  Eng;iueer's  opinion  is  that 
had'  Nonesuch  Pond  been  in  readiness  it  would 
have  tilled  this  year.    When  the  committee  visit- 
ed this  pond,  in   the   dryest  part  of  the  season,  we 
found  wasting  under  the  conduit  a  stream  esti- 
mated at  over  a  half -million  gallons  per  day,  of  as 
pure  water  as  we  ever  drauk ;  and  this  without 
dams  or  reservoirs.    According  to  the  Engineer's 
theory,  the  present  supply  is"  from  six  to  eight 
million  gallons  short  of  an  adequate  supply  in 
times  of  drought.    It  will  require  five  years  to 
complete  toe  works  for  the  Sudbury;  it  may  be 
eight,  or  perhaps  less  time,  for  the  Charles  River. 
It  may  be  many  years  before  we  conclude  to  take 
either.    Are  we  to  be  kept  on  a  short  allowance 
in     order      to     keep      up     this      water     panic 
till     we     adopt     the    Sudbury    River    scheme? 
Or  shall  we    secure   the    right   to  take  this  pond, 
which  will  furnish  its  pure  water  at  89  per  million 
gallons — the  cheapest  water  we  have  ever  found? 
If  you  turn  in  the  Sudbury  River  water  today,  and 
use  it  till  the  comi)letion  of  the  works,  the  interest 
on  the  two  million  dollars  for  damages  will   come 
to  $600,000,  or  three  times  what  Nonesuch  Pond 
will  cost.    I  believe  in  making  a  saving  where  we 
can.    The  cost  of  ihe  pond  will  be  much  less  than 
the  estimates,  as  the  land  was  put  in  at  twice  it.; 
value.    As  to  the  matter  of  damage,  referred  to  in 
the  minority  report,  it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that   it   would    amount   to   anything  worth 
naming.      There    may   be    a   few    hundred    dol- 
lars,   but    it    is    the    opinion    of    the    City  En- 
gineer  that   it   would   be    a    very    small    affair. 
The    water    which  feeds  Mr.    Hunnewell's  pond 
runs  from  Pickerel,  Mud,  Jennings's,  and  Morse's 
pords,  and  as  I  understand  the  matter,  if  we  take 
the  water  of  Nonesuch  Pond   it  will  divert  only 
about  one-fifth  of  the  water  that  flows  iuto  Hun- 
newell's pond.    Therefore  there  can  be  no  claim 
for  damages  .there,  as  they  will  have   an  abun- 


dance of  water  for  any  ornamental  pond.  With 
this  reservoir  a,nd  one  or  more  built  on  the  Mys- 
tic, which  may  be  done  at  a  moderate  cost,  we 
will  have  a  supply  that  will  carrj-  us  safely  over 
any  drought,  and  enable  the  city  to  take  its  own 
time  in  procuring  a  more  permanent  su!)ply.  In 
this  way  we  will  get  a  return  which  will  prove  an 
equivalent  for  the  money  exjjended. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  think  it  is  desirable  that 
we  should  get  legi  dative  authority  to  take  thi« 
pond,  for  it  is  not  clear  to  my  mi  id  that  we  shall 
ever  get  the  Sudbury  or  the  Charles.  I  think  we 
shall  have  just  as  much  opposition  to  the  Charles 
River  scheme  as  we  have  had  to  the  Sudbury,  and 
if  there  is  anything  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake 
Cochituatelthatcan  be  developed,  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  it.  Therefore,  I  am  in  favor  of  applying 
to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  the  waters 
of  Nonesuch  Pond.  It  would  have  been  of  great 
value  to  us  this  year.  The  engineer  stated  that  it 
will  take  about  a  year  to  build  the  works,  and  if 
we  have  a  severe  drought  Nonesuch  Pond  will 
make  a  bridge  over  the  chasm.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  order  reported  by  the  majority  wiU  be  adopted. 
Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  have  ho  objections  to 
authority  being  obtained  from  the  Legislature, 
but  I  am  sori-y  to  hear  the  gentleman  speak  so 
disparagingly  of  the  prospect  of  obtaining  water. 
I  had  hoped  that  the  time,  labor  and  money  spent 
in  investigation  will  amount  to  something.  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  with  the  minoiity  report.  We 
visited  the  pond,  and  as  I  understand  it,  the  opin- 
ion of  the  engineer,  Mr.  Ftely,  was  that  it  would 
not  be  a  good  idea  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  en- 
tertain the  proposition  for  securing  a  permanent 
supply  from  those  ponds.  I  hope  the  minoiity  re- 
port will  prevad.  I  think  it  is  well  written  and 
shows  good  sense. 

Mr.  Pease— I  don't  wish  to  be  understood  as 
abandoning  the  Sudbury  scheme.  I  believe  now, 
as  I  always  have,  that  it  is  the  cheapest  and  'oest 
source,  and  if  my  vote  would  bring  it  here,  I 
would  give  that  vote  tonight.  That  is  my  honest 
conviction.  I  don't  wisdi  to  be  understood  as 
objecting  to  Sudbury  River ;  I  am  heartily  in 
favor  of  It,  and  always  have  been. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Ftely.  As  I  understood  him,  if  Nonesuch 
Pond  had  been  in  readiness  last  year,  we 
shouldn't  have  had  to  use  the  pumps  today.  And 
we  could  have  an  additional  supply  of  w  ater  from 
Nonesuch  Pond,  such  as  wUl  be  required  in  an 
ordinary  drought.  So  far  as  the  cost  is  concern- 
ed, I  have  stated  before,  the  land  damages  we 
shall  have  to  pay  if  we  take  the  Sudbury  River, 
will  amount  to  not  far  from  $2,000,000,  and  if  we 
use  Nonesuch  Pond  while  we  are  budding  the 
Sudbury  River  conduit,  it  will  save  nearly  five 
or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  interest  money — 
nearly  five  times  the  cost  of  obtaining  Nonesuch 
Pond. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14 — Being  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Committee,  and  favoring  this 
petition  for  Nonesuch  Pond,  I  wish  to  state  my 
position  now.  I  am  in  favor  of  taking  this  water, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  is,  if  we  do  not 
take  the  Sudbury  River.  Bus  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  is  wrong,  for  in  case  we  do  take 
Sudbury  River,  we  shall  not  need  any  part  of 
Nonesuch  Pond,  because  we  can  open  the  gates 
and  let  in  the  Sudbury  River  water  at  anj'  time. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  an  unnecessary 
expense  to  spend  that  $200,000,  provided  this  City 
Government  is  going  to  take  Sudbury  River.  The 
idea  of  the  committee  in  favoring  the  askii'gof 
the  privilege  of  taking  this  pond  is  that  they  be- 
lieve it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  Boston  to  do  so, 
provided  we  do  not  take  the  Sudbury  River  water, 
and  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  Denny  of  AVard  9 — I  object  to  sending  this 
petition  to  the  Legislature  for  a  reason  wnich  is 
somewhat  different  from  any  other  offered.  I  can 
hardly  think  that  any  gentleman  believes  there 
will  not  very  soon  be  a  decision  of  this  question 
of  permanent  water  supply.  The  citizens  would 
not  allow  this  to  be  an  open  question  very  long. 
Neither  would  the  citizens  be  satisfied  with  hav 
ing  a  temporary  supjdy  instead  of  a  permanent 
one.  My  objection  to  the  petition  is  that  we  will 
embarrass  our  action  before  the  Legislature  in 
supporting  the  petition  which  we  have  already 
authorized  the  Mayor  to  make  with  reference  tc 
the  Charles  River  scheme,  if  we  have  several 
other  schemes  for  taking  water.  That  was  the 
case  in  1872,  when  the  City  Government  went  be- 
fore the  Legislature  asking  for  leave  to  take 
water  from  various  sources,  we  were  at  once  lim_ 
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ited  to  two  sources ;  the  Charles  and  Sudbury  riv- 
ers, and  finally  the  Sudbury  was  decided  upon  be- 
cause we  could  not  ge^j.-he  Charles.  Now,  if  we  go 
to  the  LeKi^laturo  with  a  petition  for  Nonesuch 
Fond,  and  with  the  petition  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  is  absent  [Mr. 
Dean]  to  take  water  from  the  Shawsheen  River, 
we  shall  meet  with  the  same  opposition  that  we 
did  in  1872.  The  reasons  I  gave  against  that  order 
are  why  I  object  to  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  this 
water.  I  think  we  would  embarrass  our  action  in 
asking  for  Charles  River.  If  we  send  variout 
other  'jetitions  to  the  Legislature  we  shall  cer- 
tainly be  luled  ou'.  'iherefore,  it  is  our  duty  not 
to  embi„rrass  the  cily  by  sending  in  these  various 
petitions.  Furthermore,  on  the  merits  of  the 
question,  as  piesented  in  the  minority  report,  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  not  pass  this  order. 

Mr.  Wari'en  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  don't 
understand  the  matter.  This  order  was  put  in  to 
furnish  a  supjjlementary  supply  to  carry  us  over 
the  drought:  it  was  not  to  cut  oft  the  C'harles  or 
Sudbury  River,  but  merely  to  supply  the  conduit 
when  the  water  has  gone  "down  as  it  is  today.  It 
seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  conflict  between  this 
petition  and  that  for  Charles  River. 

M:-.  Perkins  of  Ward  IG— I  would  like  to  asic  the 
gentleman  whether  there  is  i,ot  a  proposition  be- 
fore the  City  Cotinci)  to  accept  the  water  of  Sud- 
bury River  as  a  free  gift,  and  will  that  not  do 
away  with  the  taking  of  the  water  from  this  pond? 

Ml-.  Warren — I  don't  understand  that  this  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  Sudbury  River.  It  is 
merdy  an  additional  supply  foraspecific  purpose. 

Mr.  Perkins — The  gentleman  says  ne  wants  to 
pass  this  order,  involving  an  expense  of  $200,000, 
when  the  ]ioi,d  is  empty  at  the  pre  ent  time.  If 
I  do  not  misunderstand  the  facts  of  the  case,  the 
mill  owners,  through  Genei  al  Butler,  have  offered 
to  the  city  of  Boston  an  ample  supply  of  water 
from  Sudbury  River;  or  am  I  mistaken? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  wish  that  report  was 
true,  but  from  information  that  came  to  me  last 
week,  I  learn  that  the  mill  owners  say  Geneial 
Butler  had  no  authority  to  make  such  an  offer, 
and  they  absolutely  refuse  to  sign  the  document. 
When  tile  ilorument  was  taken  to  the  mill  owners 
they  positively  refused  to  sign  it,  and  said  "no." 

Mr.  Perkins — I  am  equaUy  panned  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Abater  to  learn 
that  fact.  It  only  adds  an  additic  jal  argument  in 
favor  of  disoarding  all  these  schemes  and  enter- 
ing upon  the  work  as  men  understanding  the  situ- 
ation and  having  the  pluck  to  grapple  with  it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  am  much  of  the  opi^  ion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  amo  g  many 
complications  we  may  get  that  which  we  don't 
want.  In  regard  to  this  jiartiitular  scheme,  it  is 
estimated  that  it  will  take  three  or  four  years  be- 
fore we  can  get  the  water.  As  I  have  remarked 
once  or  twice,  1  have  no  faith  in  any  temporizing 
schemes,  for  the  simple  reason  that  when  you  get 
where  you  can  use  them  you  are  just  about  where 
you  first  >  taited,  and  your  money  is  gone.  I  am  of 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  that 
this  City  Council  will  not  find  any  better  plan  than 
to  take  Sudburv  River.  Nevertheless,  I  am  not  so 
committed  to  that  scheme  as  to  accept  none  other. 
If  the  Legislature  will  give  us  authority  to  take 
the  Charles,  I  am  willing  to  look  into  it.  The  ad- 
vocates of  Sudbury  River  hare  been  said  to  b3 
committed  to  it;  but  I  am  not;  though  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Temporizing 
wont  do.  You  will  only  waste  money;  it  will  only 
do  when  it  can  be  done  quickly. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — It  seems  to  me  that  we 
could  not  adopt  a  more  dangerous  policy  than  to 
waste  our  forces  at  the  present  time  on  small 
schemes.  Nothing  can  be  clearer,  as  we  look 
toward  the  future,  than  that  Boston  must  require 
a  very  large  supply  of  water;  auvl  one  of  my  prin 
cipal  objections  to  the  Sudbury  scheme  is  that  I 
believe  that  supply  will  be  entirely  insufficient  for 
our  wants,  and  I  fear  that  by  that  time  the 
Charles,  having  been  left  unprotected,  will  have 
become  spoiled,  which  is  one  of  my  reasons  for 
urging  that  the  Charles  be  applied  'for  now.  It 
seems  to  me  that  =f  we  go  to  the  Legislature  this 
winter  with  petitions  for  other  supplies  than  the 
Charles,  they  will  help  to  kill  each  other. 
I  fear  that  the  introduction  of  these  petitions  into 
the  Legi-  lature,  even  if  we  withdraw  them  after- 
ward, wiU  hurt  our  chances  of  getting  any  legis- 
lation at  all,  and  in  that  case  the  Sudbury  will 
come  back  to  the  Council  next  summer  without 
any  competitor,  and  the  Council  will  have  to 
choose  between  the  Sudbui-y  and  nothing.    I  feel 


sure  that  those  of  the  Council  who  believe  as  I 
do,  that  the  Sudbury  supply  is  likely  to  prove  in- 
sufficient in  quantity  and  dangerously  expensive, 
will  desire  to  avoid  having  the  scheme  come  back 
to  the  Council  next  summer  witn  such  advan- 
tages. It  will  so  come  back,  unless  we  can  get 
legislation  this  winter  for  a  better  scheme. 
Every  application  to  the  Legislature  will  be  oppos- 
ed by  many  selfish  interests,  and  must  be  put 
through  by  hard  work.  If  we  wish  our  petition 
for  the  Charles  to  succeed,  the  work  for  it  ought 
to  be  actively  going  on  now.  The  pioofs  should 
be  laid  before  the  influential  men  in  the  adjoining 
towns  that  the  interest  of  those  towns  is  identi 
cal  with  that  of  Boston.  A  bill  should  be  in  course 
of  preparation  calculated  to  enlist  the  cooperation 
of  the  mill  owners  and  towns  on  the  river,  by  a 
just  and  liberal  policy  to  all. 

A.  rough  plan  of  engineering  works  should  be 
sketched  out,  calculated  to  make  the  waiter  of  the 
river  of  the  greatest  possible  use  to  the  commu- 
nity. And  to  do  all  this  we  have  only  a  month  now, 
before  the  Legislature  meets.  Now,  those  gentle- 
men whose  official  duty  it  is  to  push  this  matter 
approach  the  subject  with  a  certain  discourage- 
meat,  because  a  somewhat  similar  application 
made  two  years  ago  met  with  much  opposition. 
If  they  can  be  convinced  that  by  pushing  this 
matter  successfully  they  will  break  up  the  dead- 
lock tliat  now  exists  on  the  water  question,  per- 
haps they  wUl  go  at  the  matter  in  earnest,  and  by 
presenting  the  mutter  in  such  a  way  as 
to  secure  cooperation  where  last  time 
there  was  resistance,  they  may  be  successful. 
But  how  can  we  expect  them  to  work  with  any 
energy  if  they  are  liable  to  be  told  afterward  that 
this  Council  does  not  want  Chailes  River  at  all? 

flow  can  we  expect  any  work  or  success  in  any 
plan  for  this  winter  unless  we  choose  the  plan 
now,  and  begin  the  work  ? 

Hitherto  the  attitude  of  this  Council  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  very  wise  and  prudent.  We  have 
insisted  on  careful  investigation,  and  as  it  seems 
to  me  with  useful  results.  These  investigations 
have  satisfied  me  that  a  supply  of  water  larger 
than  the  Sudbury  suoplv,  and  of  better  quality, 
runs  to  waste  every  winter  in  the  Charles. 
If  we  can  get  the  legislative  permission  to  use 
this  water,  it  ought  to  save  us  millions  of  dollars 
over  the  Sudbury.  After  we  get  that  permission 
we  need  not  launch  out  at  once  in  any  works  of 
en  >rmou«  cost.  We  can  act  cautiously  and  pru- 
dently, incuiring  expense  as  we  need  water.  For 
these  reasons  I  hope  the  Council  is  ready  to  make 
its  choice  now,  and  that  all  these  smaller  schemes 
will  be  rejected,  as  their  only  effect  will  be  to  kill 
the  Charles  and  make  room  for  the  Sudbury.  I 
hope  to  see  this  order  defeated. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  Council  will 
make  a  choice,  too.  but  if  we  can  make  a  reservoir 
covering  400  square  acres  for  $210,000  I  think  we 
can  make  a  great  saving  over  every  other  scheme, 
while  we  are  debating  and  settling  the  matter  of 
what  river  we  shall  take.  I  don't  think  we  shoukl 
wait  till  then,  when  we  can  take  water  right  be- 
side our  conduit  and  turn  it  into  the  reservoir, 
and  save  the  expense  of  pumping. 

The  order  was  denied  a  second  reading,  on  a 
lising  vote — 20  for,  21  against. 

MR.   SHAW'S  COMMUNICATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

vyidered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Committees  of 
the  City  Council  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
send  to  the  Common  Council  the  communication 
received  by  him  from  George  A.  Shaw,  a  member 
of  this  Council,  in  reply  to  one  from  him  of  same 
date,  requesting  said  Shaw  to  be  present  at  a 
meeting  of  the  joint  special  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  in  relation  to  the  project  of  pro- 
curing a  supply  of  water  from  the  Sudbury  River, 
which  communication  was  received  by  said  com- 
mittee and  read  to  them  by  its  clerk. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  no  desire  to  prolong  this  mat- 
ter, but  I  only  ask  in  common  justice  that  the 
paper,  which  was  not  received  at  the  proper  time, 
be  sent  to  the  Common  Council.  I  only  ask  it  m 
common  fairness.  Upon  the  question  I  desire  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  don't  think  that  com- 
mon courtesy  calls  upon  us  to  ask f  or  that  paiier. 
I  am  sure  I  don't  want  to  see  anythi  .g  more  of  it, 
and  I  am  sure  the  Council  does  not  -.v  ant  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered— 8  for,  38 
against— one-fifth  not  having  voted  therefor. 

The  order  was  then  refused  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Davis  of  Ward  14  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBKR    7,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  >!., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIOX  CONFIRMED. 

Special  police  officer — Barney  Doonan,  for  Hus- 
ey  Institute  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Edward  M.  Skin- 
ner et  al.,  for  additional  lamps  on  portions  of 
Centre  street,  Ward  17. 

Nash,  Spaulding  &  Co.,  W.  H.  Kinsman  i^-  Co., 
William  Clatlin  &  Co.,  J.  B.  Brigham  &  Co.,  -Jau- 
forth,  Scndder  &  Co.,  Dexter  &  Co.,  Hubbard  & 
Blake,  and  over  100  others,  representing  that  they 
fully  believe  in  the  views  as  set  forth  by  ex-Alder- 
man N.  C.  ^ash,  in  remonstrance  agiinsl  granting 
the  petition  of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  for 
authority  to  build  gasworks,  gasometers  and  to 
sink  gas  mains  and  pipes  throughout  the  city,  the 
benefit  of  which  would  inure  to  the  company  at 
the  expense  of  the  consumers,  besides  being  haz- 
ardous to  the  purity  of  our  water  supply  in  conse- 
quence of  the  contiguity  of  the  gas  mains  to  the 
water  mains,  of  great  damage  to  our  streets,  and 
of  great  inconvenience  to  travel ;  and  believing 
that  a  supply  of  the  best  and  purest  quality  of 
illuminating  gas  for  domestic  use  at  minimum 
cost„  is  as  essential  to  the  comfort,  well-being  and 
prosperity  of  our  citizens  as  a  copious  supply  of 
pure  water,  respectfully  petition  the  Board  to 
adopt  early  measures  for  obtaining  from  the  next 
Scate  Legislature  authority  for  the  city  to  build  or 
purchase  gasworks  distant  from  the  city  proper, 
and  supijly  the  citizens  with  gas  at  cost. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Weston 
Lewis  and  L.  Foster  Morse,  for  compensation  for 
the  duties  peiformed  as  juembers  of  the  Commis- 
sion on  Annexation.  The  petitioners  say  that 
though  the  order  for  the  commiasion  "contem- 
plated no  compensation  for  the  services  of  the 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  thereunder,  yet 
the  magnitude  and  diversity  of  the  interests  in- 
volved, the  extent  of  area,  large  populations  and 
number  of  towns  and  municipalities  embraced, 
necessitated  the  application  of  much  more  time, 
care  and  labor  to  the  performance  of  their  duties 
than  were  thought  to  be  requisite  when  said  order 
was  passed  and  the  positions  of  your  petitioners 
accepted." 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  S.  Klons  e<  «?.,  for  removal  of  three 
willow  trees  from  Centre  street  near  Wyman 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Gilman  &  Cheney,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  four  additional  horses  on  Med- 
ford  street.  No.  47  to  61. 

Michael  Eagan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  additional  horses  on  North  Beacon 
Street,  Ward  19. 

Nelson  Downing,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  additional  horses  on  Fruit  street, 
Ward  3. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavinc/.  John  Borland,  for 
compensation  for  grade  damages  at  19  Kilby 
street. 

P.  B.  Murphy,  e<  o/.,that  Walden  place  be  paved 
and  put  in  order. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Franklin  Curtis, 
for  extension  of  Perrin-street  sewer. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northa.mp- 
ton-street  District.  Maria  Davis,  Charles  Davis, 
Susan  Johnson,  for  apportionment  of  the  expense 
of  filling  lands  in  NorthamiJton-street  district  as- 
sessed upon  their  estates. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  petition  of 
Samuel  N.  Weston,  for  leave,  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  engine  of  four-horse  power  on  the 
south  side  of  Boston  street,  was  considered,  and 
no  objections  being  offered,  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

UNFINISHED   15USINESS. 

Order  for  the  collection  of  edgestone  assess- 
ments on  I'ark  street.  Ward  16. 

Orders  for  the  collection  of  sidewalk  assess- 
ments on  Vinton  Street,  Dorchester  avenue  and 


Boston    street,    Eustis   street,   Fifth   street    and 
Woodward  street. 

Order  to  set  edgestone  on  easterly  corner  of  M 
and  Eighth  streets. 

Order  for  an  agreement  with  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad  tnistees  for  the  widening  of  Cottage- 
street  Bridge  in  Ward  16. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  George  F.  Bartlett  §1609.50, 
for  land  taken  on  Hunneman  street. 

Order  to  pay  Elizabeth  L.  Francis  810,586.97,  for 
land  taken  to  extend  Columbu*  avenue. 

Order  to  pay  AVilUam  Dehon,  trustee,  §20,000,  for 
land  taken  on  Congress  street. 

Order  to  allow  the  Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Com- 
pony  to  construct  an  elevated  platform  over  First 
street  in  connection  with  their  works. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  to  amend  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  street  railways,  so  as  to  allow 
street  cars  to  approach  within  tweutv  feet  of  each 
other  while  in  transit. 

Alderman  Ste')bins— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
space  of  twenty  feet  is  hardly  enough  to  allow 
between  cars  to  insure  safety  to  the  public  and 
allow  carriages  to  pa^s  between  the  cars,  espe- 
cially when  the  latter  are  in  motion.  I,  therefore, 
move  to  amend  by  making  the  distance  thirty  feet 
instead  of  twenty.  The  present  rule  is  one  hundred 
feet,  which  cannot  be  enforced  because  it  is  not 
practicable. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  to  be  best  to 
keep  the  rule  at  something  which  will  give  a 
chance  to  enforce  it.  Sometimes  a  car  is  not 
more  than  six  inches  aliead  of  the  end  of  the  pole 
of  the  car  behind,  and  in  some  streets  the  proba- 
bility is  they  will  remain  so.  To  make  it  twenty 
feet  and  try  to  enforce  that  rule,  would,  I  think,  be 
better.  The  wider  the  distance  is  made  the  less 
chance  there  is  of  enforcing  the  rule. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  trouble  now^  is,  the  laA- 
cannot  be  enforced.  The  distance  is  one  hundred 
feet,  and  the  police  report  that  it  is  impracticable. 
Twenty  feet,  in  my  opinion,  is  hardly  enough  to 
allow  pedestrians,  especially  ladies,  crossing  the 
streets,  and  carriages  to  go  between  the  cars  with 
safety.  Thirty  feet,  I  think,  is  better  than  twenty. 

Alderman  Hall — Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
8  think  tliar  the  thirty-feet  rule  can  be  enforced 
between  Boylston  a  id  School  streets'? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hardly  think  it  could, 
today ;  but  I  am  in  hopes  that  there  will  be  an  im- 
provement in  Tremont  street,  between  Boylston 
and  School  streets,  and  when  that  takes  place  I 
think  the  thirty-feet  rule  can  be  enforced. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Abash- 
ing street  from  Temple  place  to  Milk  street ;  also 
a  track  in  Milk  and  Hawley  streets  on  certain  con- 
ditions. Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Stebbins,  who  said  he  would  call  it  up  later 
ill  the  session,  after  the  Committee  on  Paving  had 
reported  on  the  remonstrance  of  the  abutters  on 
Washington  street  betweet  Temple  place  and 
Milk  street. 

PAPERS.  FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL   FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  extend  East  Lenox  street  to  Fellowes  street,  at 
a  cost  of  S9000. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  proper  to  state  that 
this  award  of  $9000  is  not  entirely  for  the  land 
taken.  There  was  upon  the  land  a  large  wooden 
building  which  Mr.  Woodward  was  required  to 
remove  to  another  location.  He  was  also  requii  ed 
to  cut  off  the  end  of  another  large  wooden  build- 
ing which  is  over  the  line  of  extension,  and  to  re- 
lease the  city  from  any  claim  for  grade  damages 
by  reason  of  this  extension.  The  price  of  the  land 
is  but  f  1.50  per  foot  which  is  the  same  at  which 
tie  assessors  placed  it.  The  moving  and  cutting 
off  of  those  buildings  make  the  total  of  ^9000. 
Parties  in  the  immediate  vicinity  released  all 
their  land  taken  and  gave  it  to  the  "city,  but  their 
hand  was  not  so  much  damaged  as  Mr.  Wood- 
ward's was. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
uetitions  of  Michael  Sheedy  and  Henrv  Fallon,  to 
be  i)aid  for  injuries  caused  by  allegeil  defect  in 
highways.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  Mystic  Board 
to  charge  the  same  rates  next  year  for  Mystic 
water  as  are  fixed  for  the  delivery  of  Cochituate 
water.    Passed. 

Report   and   ordinance    to  amend  ordinance  iu 
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relation  to  printing-,  so  as  to  allow  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain city  publications.     Pas-ed. 

Order  to  provide  means  for  payment  of  taxes  on 
Lowell  bchoolhouse   site  for  1874— iii;48.36.    Passed. 

The  order  for  the  expenditure  of  $5000  by  the 
Committee  on  Police  in  providing;  soup  for  the 
poor  caiie  down  with  the  adherence  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  their  reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  a 
joint  special  committee. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the  reference— 3 
for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  right 
for  the  Common  Council  to  have  some  voice  in  the 
matter  of  spending  money  for  this  purpose,  and  I 
was  in  hopes  the  Board  would  recede  from  its  for- 
mer action.  I  feel  ceitain,  from  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Council,  that  they  will  either 
conform  to  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in 
former  years  in  this  matter  or  that  they  will  sug- 
gest some  better  plan.  I  think  there  U  no  danger 
that  any  of  this  money  will  be  spent  in  the  way 
the  gentleman  opposite  [Alderman  Cutter]  feared . 
In  his  remarks  he  thought  a  large  amount  of  this 
sum  might  be  spent  in  experiment  as  to  the  best 
method  of  dealing  out  this  soup.  I  have  been 
assured  that  none  of  this  money  will  be 
spent  in  that  way.  The  members  of  the 
Council  have  something  to  propose  to  a  committee 
of  members  of  this  Board  if  we  concur  with  them. 
I  hoped  that  the  Committee  on  Police  would  have 
formed  the  committee  from  this  branch.  They 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  course  formerly  pursued, 
and  if  the  members  of  the  council  have  nothing- 
better  to  propose,  the  committee  of  this  Board 
would  know  it  and  rejiort  back.  They  have  some 
things  to  propose  which  they  think  will  accom- 
plish this  matter  more  thoroughly,  eflticiently  and 
judiciously  than  has  been  done.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  th,it  in  former  years  the  indiscriminate 
distribution  of  this  soup  has  led  to  some  abuses, 
and  I  feel  certain  that  this  joint  committee  might 
improve  matters  somewhat.  I  hope  the  vote  will 
be  reconsidered  and  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  concurred  in.  If  the  members  from 
this  Board  do  not  see  any  improvement  in  what 
the  members  of  the  Council  have  to  recommend, 
they  can,  of  course,  stop  all  action  and  come  back 
here  with  a  report,  and  if  that  report  is  in  favor 
of  the  course  pursued  in  former  years,  it  will,  of 
Course,  be  accepted.  I  hope  the  members  of  the 
eouncil  will  have  a  voice  in  prescribing  the  mode 
by  which  this  charity  is  to  be  dispensed. 

Alderman  Cutter— We  learn  wisdom  from  ex- 
perience. We  have  had  experience  in  distribut- 
ing this  soup,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  can  be  done 
most  economically  by  the  police.  The  gentleman 
thinks  that  out  of  ccmrtesy  for  the  members  of 
the  Council,  we  should  concur  in  this  reference. 
I  disagree  with  him.  I  think  the  vote  in  the  other 
branch  referring  the  order  to  a  joint  committee 
was  nearly  a  tie.  Prom  the  experience  I  have 
had,  a  joint  committee  is  not  so  economical  as  one 
of  small  numbers,  and  If  this  is  referred  to  a  joint 
committee  they  will  do  what  they  have  proposed 
— employ  a  lady  to  distribute  this  soup,  hire  places 
and  pay 'rents,  etc.  I  think  it  will  not  be  judicious 
for  this  Board  to  indorse  any  such  method.  Such 
a  mjthod  was  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  [Mr.  Perkins],  who  introduced  the  name 
of  a  lady  there  to  be  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of'  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  who  did  not 
receive  a  single  vote  in  this 'Board.  Now,  sir,  if 
your  object  is  to  have  the  money  spent  for  the 
poor,  I  think  this  Board  should  not  hesitate  to  ad- 
here to  its  former  action. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  know  what  the  ob- 
ject of  that  one  member  of  the  Common  Council 
may  be,  but  the  committee  will  consist  of  live 
members,  and  of  course  it  cannot  be  governed  by 
one.  If  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
have  not  something  better  to  propose,  why,  of 
course,  the  old  method  can  he  adopted.  I  do  not 
think  a  majority  of  the  committee  will  decide 
otherwise,  unless  something  better  Is  proposed. 
There  can  be  no  harm  in  concurring  in  this  refer- 
ence.   One  man  cannot  run  the  whole  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  wish  to  say  further,  that  I 
do  not  think  it  is  judicious  to  delay  this  matter, 
and  this  reference  means  delay.  Seven  days  of 
wmter  have  passed  now,  and  we  have  not  distrib- 
uted any  soup.  It  will  be  better  for  all  concerned 
to  adhere  to  our  former  action. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  and  the  or- 
der was  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  election  of  L.  Miles  Standish  as  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  in  place 


of  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  elected  by  this  Board, 
who  declines  service. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthinaton,  the 
Board  proceeded  to  ballot,  and  Aldermen  Wor- 
thington  and  Peters  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

L.  Miles  Standish  had 6 

J .  Payson  Bradlee 6 

And  there  was  no  choice.  The  Chairman  read  the 
letter  presented  to  the  Common  Council  on 
Thursday  evening  last  fiom  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee, 
declining  to  be  a  candidate.  The  second  ballot  re- 
sulted as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

L.  Miles  Standish 7 

J.  Payson   Bradlee 5 

And  Mr.  Standish  was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

BONDS  APPROVKD. 

The  bonds  of  John  T.  Gardner,  Harbor  Master, 
and  William  G.  Tyler,  constable,  beingjprefented 
duly  certified,  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

NOTICE  OF  CLAIM  TO  LAlh). 

Notice  was  received  from  A.  A.  Burrage,  one  of 
the  executors  of  the  will  of  William  Burrage,  J. 
M.  Jones,  Frederick  Jones  and  Alexander  Strong, 
that  they  fence  out  that  portion  of  the  side- 
walk on  Pearl :  treet,  the  fee  of  which  belongs  to 
ithem,  in  order  to  prevent  the  acquisition  of  any 
easements  over  the  same.    Placed  on  file. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting for  concurrence  by  the  City  Council  of  a 
resolve  ;ind  order  for  the  wlfiening  of  Pleasant 
street,  from  Main  to  Warren  stieet,  in  Charles- 
town,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $15,552.50,  the 
damages  to  the  estates  being  given  in  the  sched- 
ule annexed— 

Total  dam- 
Owner.  Square  feet    Price  per  ages  to  each 
land  taken.       foot.  estate. 

Francis  B.   Austin 1,.W0  $5.00  $10,100.00 

Francis  B.  Austin 1,377  2.50  5,442..50 

2,897  ....  $15,542.50 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  resolve 
and  order  take  their  second  i  eading. 

Alderman  Pvescott— Has  this  matter  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Streets? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  Committee  on 
Streets  considered  that  maT;ter  today,  and  both 
they  and  the  Street  Commissioners  passed  it 
unanimously.  It  is  a  short  street  connecting  two 
very  short  streets  in  Charlestown,  and  it  is  very 
desirable  to  have  the  widening  done  this  fall.  It 
can  be  done  very  cheap  at  the  present  price  of 
labor.  1  he  improvement  to  propeity  will  be  very 
large  in  that  vicinity. 

The  second  reading  was  ordered  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve  antl  order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  object  to  the  passage  of 
this  order  today,  because  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  it  should  not  lie  over.  I  never  knew  anything 
about  it;  I  do  not  know  where  the  street  is.  I 
•  think  it  is  well  enough  to  place  a  great  deal  of 
confidence  in  the  committee,  but  I  w  ant  to  know 
about  it  myself.  If  it  can  lie  over  for  a  week,  I 
think  every  man  can  vote  understandingly. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  have  no  objection  to 
the  order  lying  over  if  the  Alderman  will  go  over 
there  and  look  at  the  stn  et. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  I'eters,  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  four  P.  M.,  next 
Monday. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  De- 
cember 3.  Following  is  the  state  of  the  appropri- 
ations : 

Appropriations, 

revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General . . .  .$13,i)38  7U4..5S  $K,214,y40.45  $.0,723,764.13 
Special 4,.532,.330  54  1,561,487.95  2,370,H4'2.59 

$18,471,035.12         $9,776,428.40         $8  694,60  i.72 

Sent  dowK. 

Communication  representing  that  an  execution 
has  been  issued  against  the  citj-  by  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  foi  the  amount  recovered  in  said 
court  by  Edwin  M.  Montague,  for  damages  to 
leasehold  estates  in  Church-street  District,  and 
costs,  amounting  to  S2(il9.43,  and  that  there  is  no 
appropriation  which  he  is  authorized  to  charge 
the  same  to,  and  asking  for  actipn  thereon.    Re- 
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ferretl  to  Joint  Committee  on  Finance  and  sent 
down. 

'"  CocliUuate    Water  Board.    Communication  as 
follows: 

To  the  City  Council — Your  order  dated  Nov.  23, 
1874,  autlioiiziuK  tlie  Water  Board  to  obtain  the 
assent  in  writing-  of  all  the  i)arties  owning  rights 
or  privileges  in  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River,  for 
the  use  of  the  city  of  Hoston,  was  brought  be- 
fore the  board,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  l)oard  1  was 
instructed  to  confer  with  the  City  Solicitor.  Act- 
ing under  his  advice,  an  agent  \vas  sent  to  each 
of  the  parties  interested.  With  one  exception, 
(Mr.  Fay,  treasurer  of  the  Middlesex  Mills,  who 
has  not  been  seen,)  they  all  decline  at  present  to 
ratify  and  confirm  tie  offer  of  Hon.  Benjamin  F. 
Butler.  Letters  have  been  received  from  the 
Essex  Company  of  Lawrence  and  the  Chase  Mills 
of  Lowell,  giving  their  assent  to  the  proposition. 
'rliOMAS  (Jo<;iN,  Pjesident  pro  rem., 
Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Sent  down. 

CITIZEXS'   GASLIGHT    COMPANY. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
five  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  continuation  ot  the  hear- 
ing on  yietition  of  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  for 
leave  to  operr.  the  streets  and  lay  pipes  therein 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  citizens  with 
gas. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Field,  counsel  for  the  Roxbury  Gas 
Company,  presented  the  facts  peculiar  to  the  cor- 
poration he  represented,  vrhich  had  from  forty- 
eight  to  fifty  miles  of  street  mains ;  the  average 
price  it  received  last  yenr  was  §2.85  per  thousand,  ' 
and    about    half    the   length   of    streets    in    the 
territory,    and   supplies  about    one-third   of  the 
street    lamps,    supplied     by    the     Boston    Gas- 
light Company,  and    on  a  capital  of  a  quarter, 
has  about  half  the  length  of  street  mains  as  that 
company.    They    have  a  small    nucleus    of  a  city 
tliicldy   populated,  which   renders  it    possible  to 
supply  gas  at  present  prices  to  the  thinly-|)opulat- 
ed  districts.    The  company  had  taken  the  burdens 
on    its    district   as  well   as  the  benefits, -which  he 
thought  was  right.    There  are  three  general  (jues- 
tions  involved— 1st,  are  the  citizens  and  the   city 
supplied  M'ith  gas  at  reasonable  rates  and  arc  they 
fairly  treated  by  the  gas  companies?  2d,  if  at  any 
time  this  Board  is  convinced  that  the  citizens   are 
not  well  treated,  whether  a  competing  company 
is    the    proper   remedy?  3d,  if    that  6e  a  proper 
remedy,  have  the  petitioners  showed  that  they  are 
competent  to  perform  the  function^  they  wish  to 
assume  ?    The  first  question  he  would  leave  to  be 
discussed  by  his  associates,    and   would    discuss 
the    last     two.      In     considering     the    petition 
he  would  not  discuss  the  i)aper   privately  handed 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board.    The  only  pro))osi- 
tion  made  was  for  works  to  cost  $2,000,000,  which 
the  petitioners  cannot  do,  as  the  present  corpora- 
tion is  not  large  enough;  they  say  if  they  can  get 
this  permission  they   can   get   leave  to   increase 
theii  capital :  tli  y  want  to  get  something  to  affect 
future   legislation   to   enable   somebody   else   to 
open   the   streets   of    Boston.     Their    promises 
not     to     sell    out   were     not    binding    in    law ; 
their   organization    is    not   the   one  that  will    do 
anything,    and     it   will     be     time     enough~  to 
consider     whether      their     petition     ought     to 
be    granted    when    they    come    and    show    their  • 
ability  to  do  what  is  proposed.    This  company  pro- 
fesses to  want  only  what  will  pay  bc^t,  the  cream 
of  the  business,  and  want  the  really  burdensome 
part  of  the  business  to  rest  on  the  old  conii)anies. 
He  felt  certain  the  remedy  proposed  was  not  the 
one  the  Board  would  adopt  if  any  remedy  is  need- 
ed.   Mr.  Field  then  discussed  the  business  neces- 
sary to  be  done  to    earn   eight   per    cent,    on   the 
capital  stock,  which  he  illustrated  in  the  case  of 
the  Mutual  Company  of  New  York;  to  make  ten 
per  cent,  on  the   capital    they  must  add  .•#!  to  the 
cost  of  each  thousand  feet  of  gas.    Two  or  three 
works  in  the  same  district   give  twice  the  money 
expended     to     do     the     same      business,    with 
the    extra    running    expenses.       The    different 
companies    must    live,     for     the     larger     share 
of    the     property    is     comparatively     wovthless 
for   any   other   business,    and    the   price   of  gas 
will  be  increased  on  the  additional    companies. 
There  is  no  objection  to  any   private  citizen   or 
firm  making  their  own  gas,  but  the  petitioners  de- 
sire to  dig  up  the  public  streets.    Mr.  Field  then 
alluded  to  the  difflculties  attending  the  having  of 
so  many  different  pipes  in  the  street;  the  aban- 
donment of  competition  in  Europe  and  the  largest 
cities  of  this  country,  arguing  that  the  experi- 
ments in  New  Y''ork  and  Detioit  were  too  recent  to 


base  action  upon ;  the  question  whether  a 
city  should  furnish  gas  to  citizens  was 
discussed  negatively,  he  arguing  that  a 
government  which  changes  every  year  is  not 
adapted  to  conducting  extended  manufacturing 
operations  economically.  The  argument  that  the 
system  of  sujiplying  gas  is  a  monopoly  was 
answered  by  the  claim  that  no  body  having  pub- 
lic duties  or  municipal  functions  committed  to  it, 
whether  it  be  a  gas  company,  water  board  or  pav- 
ing department,  is  a  monopoly  ;  if  the  persons  or 
corporations  do  not  perform  them  right  some  one 
els<3  should  be  put  in  their  place.  If  a  remedy  is 
to  be  adoi)ted  ii  will  not  lie  in  having  two,  three 
or  four  comjianies,  and  diuging  up  the  streets  and 
lay  in"-  the  pipes  therein. 

Mr.  George  Putnam,  Jr.,  counsel  for  the  South 
Boston  Gaslight  Company,  presented  some  rea- 
sons why  his  clients  should  not  be  suljmitted 
to  the  competition  of  this  new  company.  Their 
number  of  consumers,  2000  in  a  population  of 
50,000;  miles  of  mains,  2)  ;  they  sell  .50,000,000  feet 
of  gas  a  year,  tlie  city  taking  one-fifth  for  street 
lamps;  capital  stock' is  .-S-liOjOOO,  with  no  extra 
stock  or  cash  dividend.  They  sell  per  dollar  of 
capital  stock  115  feet  of  gas  *  per  year ;  for  every 
head  of  population,  1000.  The  Boston  company 
sell  4000  ner  year  for  each  inhabitant ;  the  average 
dividends  have  been  seven  and  three-te  iths  per 
cent.,  anil  at  present  ten  per  cent.,  which  is 
not  too  much  pay  for  the  investment  of  the 
capital.  All  the  sui-plus,  if  there  is  any,  is 
invested  in  the  works,  and  the  consumers  get 
the  benefit  of  it  without  paying  anythins;  for  it. 
The  business  is  not  so  profitable  in  South  Boston 
as  in  the  city  proper,  foi-  there  are  no  theatres, 
hotels  and  dwellings  of  the  very  rich,  but  a  wise 
and  economical  population,  getting  along  with  as 
little  iras  as  possible.  Within  four  or  five  years 
they  had  reduced  the  price  from  $4.25  a  year  to 
$3. '  He  was  not  surprised  to  see  the  large  num- 
ber of  petitioners.  This  morning  he  met  a  gentle- 
man whose  name  was  at  the  head  of  one  petition, 
who  said  he  had  been  told  he  could  get  his  gas  for 
$1.25  a  thousand.  Mr.  Putnam  did  not  believe  the 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  told  him  so,  but 
thought  they  had  some  agents  out  who  did.  Mr. 
Putnam  cited  the  cases  of  competing  rauroads  in 
this  vicinity  which  have  stopped  a  cut-throat  busi- 
ness and  combined  upon  a  taritf  at  which  they  can 
live.  If  railroad  corporations  lose  money  on  com- 
peting business  they  make  it  up  on  places  not  in 
competition.  Competition  is  less  objectionable 
in  the  case  of  railroads  for  they  can  reduce 
their  stock  and  put  away  their  cars  until 
they  are  needed;  while  a  gas  company  cannot 
do  this ;  their  pipes  are  laid  and  their  works 
established.  In  Detroit  both  companies  have 
reduced  the  price  within  the  competing  lim- 
its, while  beyond  them  the  old  company  has  put 
the  price  up  to  the  old  rate  of  $3  per  "thousand. 
Other  checks  upon  excessive  charges  exist  now, 
and  can  be  obtained  by  legislation.  One  check  is 
the  competition  of  the  oils,  which  many  people  use 
to  diminish  the  expense  cf  light;  then  there  is 
the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  which  is  very 
strong,  as  has  been  instanced  in  the  case  of  all  the 
suburbau  companies  reducing  the  price  from  $i  or 
$4.25,  to  $3.  He  thought  the  gas  companies  had 
shown  a  disposition  to  deal  fairly  with  the  citizens 
and  the  city,  and  charge  only  fair  prices,  with 
which  public  opinion  has  a  great  deal  to  do.  Such 
excitements  as  the  present  cause  a  constant  ap- 
prehension, undoubtedly  tends  to  produce  in  the 
minds  of  managers  of  gas  companits  a  determina- 
tion to  guard  against  unjust  and  injudicious  action 
by  the  people.  Aside  from  public  opinion  is  the  di- 
rect power  of  the  City  Government,  acring  in  the 
interests  of  the  citizens.  The  effect  of  it  is  that  in 
his  district  the  city  gets  gas  foi  fifty  cents  less  than 
private  consumers.  Another  method  of  meeting 
the  supposed  evil  is  Mr.  Nash's  plan  of  buying 
the  works,  and  still  another,  now  in  use  in  Eng- 
land, is  a  board  to  investigate  the  accounts  of 
gas  companies  and  to  decide  what  price  shall  be 
charged,  which  system  could  be  introduced  here. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Morse,  Jr.,  counsel  for  the  i-i05ton 
Gaslight  Company,  said  the  claim  of  the  petition- 
ers is  that  the  policy  of  Boston  should  be  reversed 
in  respect  to  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of 
gas.  The  necessity  for  such  a  change  is  almost 
always  taken  for  granted.  The  Board  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  incUviduals  on  each  side.  The  gas 
consumer  is  not  represented  here.  The  fact  is, 
that,  out  of  all  the  citizens  who  signed  the  peti- 
tion, not  one  has  come  up  to  advocate  it.  It  is 
conceded  that  the  Boston  company  has  been  con- 
ducted without  complaint,  except  inTCirani  to  the 
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price;  its  affairs  have  beeu  well  managed;  it 
never  had  a  controversy  with  the  city;  it  has 
always  gone  into  unsettled  streets,  and  trusted 
to  the  future  for  a  return  f oi'  its  outlay ;  it 
does  more  for  consumers  than  any  other  company 
in  the  world,  by  makiiiji;  repairs ;  no  complaint 
has  ever  been  made  of  the  quality  of  the  gas.  The 
entire  burden  of  the  charge  is  that  the  gas  costs 
more  than  it  should.  This  is  the  main  point  to  the 
consumer,  of  course;  but  the  Board  will  look  into 
what  evidence  has  been  produced  here,  and  if  the 
petitioners  have  utterly  failed  to  prove  their  main 
proposition  they  have  failed  to  prove  their  case. 
Mr.  Morse  then' compared  the  rates  charged  for 
gas  in  Boston  with  other  cities,  noticing  that 
while  the  price  of  coal  is  very  much  higher  here 
than  in  most  cities,  to  which  must  ba  added  the 
freight,  the  price  of  gas  is  less  than  iu  most  other 
cities.  Three  New  York  companies,  as 
shown  by  Mr.  Greenough,  have  better  advan- 
tages for  distributing  gas  than  the  Boston 
company  has,  and  yet  the  price  is  higher. 
In  Philadelphia,  where  the  city  makes  the 
gas,  the  rate  is  more  than  in  Boston.  In  Detroit 
some  arrangement  must  be  made  between  the  two 
competing  companies,  for  the  price  charged  is  not 
claimed  to  be  a  lair  one.  In  all  the  investigations 
which  have  taken  place  Boston  is  spoken  of  as 
the  place  where  gas  is  furnished  cheaper  than 
elsewhere.  In  regard  to  the  actual  cost  of  gas 
Mr.  Morse  compared  the  statement^  of  Mr. 
Greenough,  showing  that  the  profits  on  the 
q^uantity  made  were  very  small.  The  sugges- 
tion will  be  made  that  a  surplus  has  been 
laid  up,  but  that  does  not  affect  the  point 
as  to  the  policy  of  the  cii-y,  or  the  question  wheth- 
er the  present  jirice  is  a  fair  one.  He  then  com- 
pared the  statements  of  witnesses  as  to  the  cost  of 
making  gas  in  Charlestown  and  Jamaica  Plain, 
all  given  by  men  of  standing,  and  all  showing  that 
tbe  price  justified  a  fair  letiirn  for  the  money  in- 
vested. Mr.  Morse  then  referred  to  the  statements 
in  regard  to  the  cost  of  making  gas  of  petroleum 
by  Mr.  Nash  and  Mr.  Neal,  wliich  system  had  not 
been  adopted  for  supplying  great  cities,  and  the 
cost  was  not  to  be  considered;  he  then  alluded 
to  the  statement  of  Mr.  JJaldwin  in  regard 
to  the  cost  of  making  gas  at  Deer  Island, 
which  represented  merely  the  price  of  coal, 
and  he  contended  that  that  was  not 
a  fair  comparison  wdtli  the  price  charged  for  sup- 
plying large  cities.  The  petitioners  should  have 
produced  .a  man  who  would  testify  to  whai  the 
actual  cost  of  making  gas  out  of  coal  may  be,  as 
they  stated  $1.50;  but  they  rest  their  case  entirely 
on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  whose  evidence, 
Mr.  Morse  said,  was  all  upon  which  the  petitioners 
rely.  The  peculiar  position  m  which  Mr.  Kennedy 
stands  must  be  considered ;  he  has  a  very  large 
pecuniary  interest  in  it,  and  the  petitioners  rest 
their  whole  case  on  his  opinion  substantially, 
and  he  is  practically  to  have  the  spending  of 
$2,000,000  of  money.  'Such  a  man  would  naturally 
be  very  sanguine  in  what  he  proposed  to  do  and 
expected  to  accomplish.  In  weighing  Mr.  Kenne- 
dy's evidence,  his  po>ition  must  be  understood. 
But  another  point  is  Mr.  Kennedy's  position  with 
other  comj)anies  and  the  puolic.  He  i-:  a  director 
in  the  mutual  company  which  is  to  saddle  a  cor- 
poration of  35,000,000  on  the  people  when  they 
have  only  S2,500,000  paid  in  ;  and  c-hey  make  gas 
for  ft. 50  a  thousand  and  sell  it  at  $2.75,  and  yeth's 
company  has  never  paid  a  dividend.  "Either 
Mr.  Kennedy's  statement  is  wrong,  or  his  com- 
pany must  be  managed  wrongly.  We  are 
not  u^ed  to  such  management  in  Boston. 
Mr.  Mor.-e  compared  the  figures  given  by  Mr. 
Kennedy  and  Mr.  (ireeno'igh  in  regard  to  the  cost 
of  gas,  showing  the  difference  in  the  statements, 
and  submitting  that  the  Board  have  nothing  but 
the  testimony  of  one  man  standing-  in  such  a  po- 
sition that  full  credence  cannot  be  given  to  it,  and 
that  it  should  not  outweigh  the  testimony  of  gen- 
tlemen who  gave  the  cost  of  gas  in  their  own 
manufactories.  In  regard  to  the  making  of 
gas  from  naphtha  Mr.  Morse  reviewed  the 
evidence  produced,  showing  that  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  all  existing  companies  to  mak"? 
gas  as  cheaply  a-  possible.  Mr.  Morse  said  the 
Boston  and  other  companies  would  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  a  commission  appointed  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment to  investigate  the  merits  of  various  new- 
processes  of  makimz  gas.  None  of  the  companies 
are  averse  to  using  any  of  these  processes,  whose 
virtues  are  not  fully  established  in  other  cities. 
Mr.  Morse  concluded  by  briefly  reviewing  several 
of  the  points  made  by  the  remonstrants,  an<l  con- 
ended  that  the  experiment  should  not  be  tried, 


because  in  the  end  it  would  be  an  additional  tax 
upon  the  city.  Never  before  did  a  coinijany  ask 
for  that  which  another  corporation  will  do.'  Be- 
fore any  change  is  made  the  Board  can  pause  and 
consider  all  the  results  likely  to  flow  from  it. 

Alderman  Power  presented  petitiotisof  J.  P. 
Squire  &  Co.  and  1807  others,  making  with  those 
previously  nearly  9000  petitioners  in  aid  of  the  pe- 
tition of  tile  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  .>-'iibject  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M. 

Mr.  Henry  D.  Hyde,  counsel  for  the  Citizens' 
Gaslight  Company,  said  he  had  sujjposed  the  hear- 
ing was  to  be  closed  today,  and  he  had  made 
other  engagements  for  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  a  postponement, 
and  Alderman  Cutter  and  Peters  favored  it,  as 
the  hour  was  late,  and  other  business  remaired 
to  be  done. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  ])ostpone  was'  lost — yeas  5, 
nays  7 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters, 
Worthington—  5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins — 7. 

Mv.  Hyde  said  the  question  was  not  a  new  one; 
again  and  again  has  the  investigation  of  gas  been 
discussed,  but  whenever  they  go  to  the  city  of 
Boston  or  to  the  Legislature,  they  are  met  by  an 
array  of  gas  companies  opposing  the  desire  of  the 
people  to  rid  themselves  of  a  monopoly.  He  had 
sat  for  t\\'enty-three  nights  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Government  trying  to  get  information  as  to 
the  cost  of  gas,  but  they  were  defiantly  told  they 
should  not  have  it.  While  the  investigations  are  in 
progress  they  are  supplied  with  good  fas ;  it  always 
has  beeu  so,  and  gentlemen  had  told  him  they 
hoped  this  investigation  would  keep  on,  for 
they  get  good  gas— it  does  n't  sputter,  and 
one'  can  read  by  ir.  There  are  six  gas  com- 
panies in  ihis  city,  and  is  there  a  gentle- 
man in  the  City  Government  who  would  want  to 
buy  them  out  at  their  own  figures?  It  is  apjjarent 
to  every  one  that  when  stock  cannot  be  bought 
m  th°  market  there  is  no  loss  in  making  gas. 
They  will  not  reduce  their  price  until  compelled  to 
do  SD  by  com|jetition;  they  will  not  even  adopt 
means  of  cheapening  gas  c  r  iis-e  the  improved  ap- 
pliances for  manufacturing  it.  He  believed  that 
the  day  will  come  when  the  streets  of  Boston  will 
be  lighted  by  gas  made  from  petroleum  for  one 
dollar,  biit  this  cannot  be  done  uuaer  the  present 
system.  Until  competition  entered  into  teleg- 
raphy one  message  only  could  be  sent  over  one 
wire;  now  two  messages  can  be  sent  over  each 
wiie  in  each  direction,  making  four  in  all.  There 
is  nothing  so  odious  to  the  people  as  a  monopoly, 
and  here  is  a-inonopoly  in  one  of  the  necessi- 
ties of  life.  Here  are  these  companies  fighting 
inspection,  giving  up  here  alittle  and  there  a  little, 
but  as  closely  fighting  it  today  as  ever.  Here  are 
these  gentleiuen  who  ask  the  privilege  of  manu- 
facturing gas  with  their  own  money  and  offer  to 
sell  it  at  less  than  the  present  price,  and  they  are 
supi)orted  by  9000  citizens  whose  streets  are  to 
be  dug  up.  He  believed  the  citizens  should 
have  the  privilege  of  choosing  between  two  com- 
panies ill  purchasing  a  necessity  of  life.  The 
remonstrants  were  afraid  that '  the  petitioners 
would  carry  out  their  plan  ;  the  petitioners  would 
give  a  bond  to  any  amount  that  they  are  acting  in 
good  faith.  His'belief  was  that  the  petitioners 
would  do  what  is  proposed  and  do  it  quickh . 
There  is  a  corporation  in  our  midst  with  a  paid-in 
ca))ital  of  62,500,000,  and  pronerty  worth  §8,000,000. 
and  the  time  will  come  when  the  stock  must  be 
watered  to  ;:?8, 000,000.  Mr.  Morse  interrupted  Mr. 
-Hyde  and  said  the  property  was  woitli  only 
$.3,500,000,  and  Mr.  Hyde'  asked  if  tliev 
would  sell  for  that,  which  Mr.  Mors'e 
said  he  was  not  nuthorizcd  to  answer.  Mr. 
Hyde  said  the  new  company  would  be  compelled  to 
go  iiito  whatever  streets  the  citizens  sliould  de- 
mand, and  if  the  comuany  did  not  subinir  the  i)eo- 
Iile  could  go  to  the  Legislature  and  get  a  law  com- 
jjelling  it.  The  gas  companies  had  fought  every- 
thing but  the  proposition  to  allow  them  to  con- 
tinue to  carry  on  a  monopoly.  Mr.  Hyde  contended 
that  abuses  exist ;  the  streets  arc  not  to  be  opened 
until  after  due  consideration,  and  in  conclusion, 
he  urged  that  the  Hoard  decide  tins  question  be- 
fore they  go  out  of  office,  and  i)rotested  against 
the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  next  Citv  (iov- 
ernment,  out  desired  the  giving  of  that  disposal 
to  the  subject  which  is  best  for  the  interests  of 
Boston. 
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On  motion  of  Alileniiaii  Peters,  the  i>etitioii  was 
ret'oimiiitted  to  the  Coiiiiiiittee  on  l'avin({. 

rAVIN(i   BEPOKTS    AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  fhe  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Order  {jrautiuK  F.  L.  Fay  permi.^sion  to  lay  a 
steam  pipe  under  Devonshire  street,  from  the 
Rich  estate  to  the  Fay  estate,  on  said  street,  on 
the  usual  conditions.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Scliedules  of  the  cost  of  settin^i  edgestones  in 
Pond  street.  Ward  17,  Parker  street,  Francis 
street,  Autumn  street,  Adams  street  and  Brook- 
line  avenue;  and  laying  sidewalks  in  Lexington, 
Prescott,  Copt'land,  highland,  Millmont,  Silver 
and  Centre  street*,  with  orders  for  the  proportion- 
ate assessment  and  collection  of  the  same.  Or- 
ders severally  road  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  lii  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Rostou,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Washington 
stree't  (formerly  Shawmut  avenue),  from  Bartlett 
street  to  School  street.  Said  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  are  hereby  empowered  and  direct- 
ed to  change  the  position  of  the  single  track  now 
laid  down  on  said  Washington  street,  between 
Bartlett  a  id  School  streets,  so  that  said  track,  to- 
gether with  the  track  located  by  this  order,  shall 
conform  to  the  red  lines  shown  ontheplans  drawn 
by  W.  S.  Barbour  and  A.  Hodges,  civil  tngiueers, 
dated  Nov.  9, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  oflaoe  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work 
of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used  in 
paving  said  track  shall  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Suiierintendent 
of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them. 

Also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order 
of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  herctin  containett,  and  shall 
tile  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage ; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
Joseph  S.  Hyde,  August  H.  Welbrook,  Jotham 
Twitchell,  Edward  A.  Felaii,  et  al.,  Thomas  Gogin, 
Samuel  F.  Batchelaer  and  heirs  of  Benjamin  Hos- 
ley,  to  remove,  cut  off,  or  set  back,  within  thirty 
days  from  the  date  of  this  order,  all  buildings, 
walls,  fences  or  other  obstructions  in  front  of  their 
resijective  estates  on  Dorchester  avenue  extend- 
ing over  the  line  of  said  aveuu.e. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  hire  Rogers's  whai-f.  Sixth  street. 
South  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, for  the  landing  and  storage  of  paving 
blocks,  gravel,  brick,  etc.,  for  a  term  of  ffve  years, 
at  an  annual  rental  of  $1000  per  year  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  1875;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Macullar,  Wmiams  &  Parker  ei  a?.,  that 
the  permission  granted  to  the  Middlesex  and  High- 
land cars  to  pass  through  Washington  stieet  be 
revoked.    Accepted. 

STREETS  TO    BE    CLOSED   IN    THE    NORTHAMPTON- 
STREET   DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Iforth- 
arapton-street  District,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  close  against  public  travel,  from 
this  date  until  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  fol- 
lowing-named streets  or  "portions  of  streets  in- 
cluded within  the  Northampton-street  District,  so 
called,  namely,  Reed  street,  from  a  point  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  feet  distant  from  North- 
ampton street,  to  Thorndike  street;  Lenox  street, 
from  Fellows  street,  to  a  point  about  two  hundred 
feet  distant  from  AVashington  street;  Newcomb 
street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Reed  street; 
Thorndike  street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Wash- 
ington street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Grace  &  Bros., 
Green  Dragon  Building,  on  extension  of  Washing- 


ton street;  W.  K.  H.  Graves,  75  Cambridge  street; 
Johnson  &  (ierrish,  50  Pleasant  street. 

Vi'tiialler's  License  Refused — Henry  O.  Lyons, 
25  La  Grange  street. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Granted — Miss  A.  Baker, 
488  Tiemont  street ;  George  W.  Murch,  30  Cause- 
way street. 

Wag.-n  Licenses  Granted— ronney,  Thayer  <Sr 
Wight,  56  to  58  Union  street;  John  Kelly,  corner 
Bowker  and  Chardon  streets;  Harrison  D.  Hobbs, 
169  South  Market  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— To  Thomas  All- 
man  from  L.  Flanders  &  Co.,  four  licenses. 

License  for  Intelligence  Office  Transferred — 
Louisa  Cotton,  80  Harvard  street,  to  C.  W.  Hall. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— Mar- 
tha Castle,  33.3  Federal  street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— Hernian  Cohn, 
449  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— H.  T.  Reed,  to 
give  conci  rt  at  I'l'emont  Temple,  Dec.  9 ;  Mercan- 
tile Diamatic  Club,  to  give  exhibition  at  Parker 
Memorial  Hall,  Dec.  10;  Howard  Lodge,  to  give 
entertainment  at  Monument  Hai;,Ward  22,  Dec. 
10. 

Pawnbrokers  Licensed— Hicks  &  Hal'iaday,  99 
Washington  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted  —  George  W.  Davis, 
(coupe)-  Bernard  Harvey,  corner  Marlboro'  and 
ClareiKlon  streets. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred— To  Frank  E.  Bland 
from  Daniel  Nolan ;  to  Joseph  White  trom  George 
M.  White. 

Hack  Licenses  Refused— Jeremiah  Dempsey, 
42  Essex  street;  Howard  Slade,  90  Court  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— M.  J.  Portal,  2  Main 
street.  Ward  20. 

Severally  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  favor  of  granting  petitions  for  leave  to  occu- 
py stables  by  Charles  N.  Rowell,  G9  Bower  street: 
John  P.  Fottler,  Norfolk  street;  James  E.  Rowe. 
foot  of  G  street,  near  Eighth;  G.  E.  Ring,  Oak- 
land street,  toward  Washington  street. 

Recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables  by  Samuel  Hatfield, 
Washington  street,  near  Winship  ;  F.  B.  Smith  & 
Co.,  Norfolk  avenue,  near  Hampshire  street; 
Thomas  Eager,  Washington  street.  Ward  16. 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  of  John  O'Hare 
for  a  brick  stable  on  Knowlton  street,  provided  a 
dwelling  hou^e  shall  be  erected  on  same  lot  and 
at  the  same  time ;  said  stable  is  to  be  constructed 
with  blank  brick  walls  on  each  side  and  in  rear. 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  of  John  Elms  for 
renewal  of  license  for  stable  on  Decatur  street, 
provided  there  shall  be  a  blank  brick  wall  on  one 
side  and  a  brick  or  stone  and  cemented  manure 
pit. 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  of  James  Laughlin 
for  a  brick  stable  at  29  Pearl  street.  Ward  21,  pro- 
vided the  present  building  used  for  stable  pur- 
poses shall  be  removed,  and  the  new  building  to 
contain  modern  appliances,  slated  roof  and  blank 
walls  on  sides  and  rear,  as  applied  for. 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  of  Metropolitan 
Railroad  to  occupy  stable  on  Bartlett  street  for 
100  additional  horses,  provided  the  old  building 
shall  be  discontinued  for  stable  use  within  thirty 
days  from  this  date ;  also,  that  the  drains  of  sta- 
bles, soil  pipes  and  manure  pit  shall  be  connected 
with  common  sewer. 

Severally  acceptea. 

STREET    WIDENINGS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  submitted  reports  severally  recommend- 
ing that  the  City  Council  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  in  the  passing  the  re- 
solves and  orders  for  the  widening  of  Leverett 
street  [City  Doc.  No.  99]  on  the  southeasterly 
side,  from  Charles  street  to  Brighton  street; 
and  for  the  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue 
[City  Doc.  No.  98]  from  Lenox  street  to  Rox- 
bury  street;  also,  recommending  the  passage 
of  accompanying  orders  requesting  the  Commit- 
tee en  Finance  to  report  orders  providing  the 
means  for  said  widenings.  Reports  accepted; 
orders  severally  read  once. 

STREET  DAMAGES  AND  BETTERMENTS. 

.\ldcrman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  submitted  the  following: 

Report  recommending  that  the  petitions  of 
Bridget  Kelly  and  C.  Roschelle,  for  compensation 
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for  land  taken  in  extending  East  Lenox  street,  and 
all  petitions  of  a  similar  nature,  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northampton- 
street  Ui'itrict,  as  said  conimittee  have  charj^e  of 
the  appropriation  therefor.  Report  accepted, 
reference  ordered,  and  petitions  sent. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  .John  Hawkins  .fGO,  for 
damage.s  on  account  of  vvideuin};'  Bennington 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oi  der  to  i>ay  W.  Eliot  Woodward  ^19000  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  extension  of  East  Lenox  street. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Biooks  inquired  the  reason  for  wish- 
ing the  second  reading  to  be  taken  today. 

Alderman  Harris  said  the  amount  had  been  de- 
tennined  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  it  is  now 
due,  and  if  "the  order  is  passed  it  will  be  duly  ap- 
preciated by  the  party  interested. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent 
down. 

Reports  seveially  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Mary  E.  Bird  for  abatement 
of  Washington-street  betterment  assessment,  and 
George  Lewis  ct  al.,  for  abatement  of  Warren- 
street  betterment  assessment.  Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  assessed  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  Sept.  8, 1874,  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Washington  street  to  Hayma)ket  square, 
upon  the  estate  of  James  Cheever.  'J  and  10 
Charlestown  street,  amounting  to  .$l<)60,  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is  reduced  by  the  sum  of  .f280, 
leaving  the  betterment  assessetl  upon  said  estate 
to  be  $11)80,  on  account  of  an  error  in  the  plan  by 
which  the  assessment  was  made. 

Read  once. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hatll,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  that  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary on  petitions  of  Robert  Simpson  et  al.,  for  a 
]ami>  on  Maywood  an'l  Wuvren  streets;  Alfred  J. 
Anthony  e<  o/.,  for  more  lamps  in  Roslindale; 
Charles'H.  Pinkham  et  al.,  for  lamps  on  Button- 
wood  street;  and  Henry  Hay  ward  et  al.,  for  a 
lamp  in  Chambers  street!  Charlestown,  the  prayers 
of  the  several  petitioners  having  been  granted. 
Severally  accepted. 

DRAINING  OF  PASSAGEWAYS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  report  on  petition  of 
RoNi'land  Ellis  et  al.,  that  under  the  recent  decl- 
sioa  of  the  City  Solicitor  the  uassageways  west  of 
Tremont  street,  from  Worcester  to  Newton  street, 
are  not  public  passageways,  and  therefore  the 
committee  recommend  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

PERMIT  TO   tTSE  STEAM   ENGINE. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitteil  a  report  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  A.  J.  Faxon  &  Co.  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  steam  engine  at  No.  20 
Beach  street.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Aldeiman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Periin  street,  near  Waverley  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  120.38  be  abated  from  assessment 
upon  Jd,mes  P.  Tolman,  for  sewer  in  Westminster 
street,  on  account  of  over-estimate  of  land  ;  that 
§14.40  be  abated  from  Honora  Sweeney  and  as- 
sessed upon  Timothy  Sullivan,  for  a  sewer  in 
North  Anderson  street;  that  S107  be  abated  from 
Margaret  C.  Bateman  and  assessed  upon  John  6. 
Haynes,  for  a  sewer  in  Fountain  street;  that 
$105.68  be  abated  from  James  Rock,  $153.23  from 
Michael  Kelly,. S118.89  from  Patrick  Fineron,  and 
$118.89  from  Thomas  Kelly,  tor  a  sewer  in  Circuit 
street,  on  account  of  previous  payments;  that 
$5.92  be  abated  from  George  Parkman's  heirs,  for 
a  sewer  in  North  Anderson  street,  on  account  of 
over-estimate  of  land. 

Read  once. 

Orders  to  nay  George  F.  Weld,  Rebecca  Weld 
and  Jacob  W.  Seaver  $460.86  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  heirs  of  Jacob  Weld ;  also  .$6395.76  to 
same  parties  for  land  taken  in  name  of  heirs  of 
Franklin  Weld;  also  Jacob  W.  Seaver  $51.60— all 
for  land  taken  for  the  improvement  of  Stony 
Brook.    Severally  read  once. 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Emerv  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  107): 


The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  an  additii^nal  appropriation  is  re^ 
quired  for  public  buildings,  to  meet  expenses  on 
the  same  for  the  remainder  of  the  flnancial  year. 
The  occasion  for  this  deficiency  is  partly  due  to 
the  repairs  and  alterations  necessary  on  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  newly  annexed  teiritory, 
the  addition  of  which  has  increased  the  number 
of  public  buildings  to  a  total  of  lOG,  the  require- 
ments for  all  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
definitely  at  the  time  the  appropriation  was  ma.ie 
up.  In  addition  are  expenditures  ordered  by  the 
City  Council  during  the  year  and  not  anticipated 
in  the  yearly  appropriation,  such  as  the  leasing  of 
building  No.  30  i'emberton  sipiare  for  city  offices, 
altering,  fitting  and  furnishing  the  same;  the 
creating  of  office  of  architect,  with  the  necessary 
assistants  and  equipment  to  carry  on  the  same'; 
the  repairing  of  damage  by  flie,  "in  .Tulv  last,  to 
arniory,  Maverick  street,  Ea-t  Boston:  the  fur- 
nishing of  increased  accommodation  for  the 
Healtf.  Department,  Board  of  Health,  Fire  Coqj- 
mi'-sioners  and  Assessors,  with  the  necessary 
fitting  and  furnishing.  The  ai)ove  items  enu- 
merated have  caused  an  expenditure  from  the  ap- 
propriation of  .'J3O,C00  not  anticipated  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  financial  year.  Following  are  the 
amounts  classified  expended  from  the  apptopria- 
tion  on  the  various  public  buildings,  from  Mav  1 
to  Dec.  1, 1874: 

Appropi'iat  on  for  Public  Buildings  for  the 
financial  year  1874-75,  $107,000;  expended  for  ma- 
sonry, drains  and  paving,  $9147.91;  masonry  and 
contract  work,  $4000 ;  carpentry,  ordinary,  $7761.41 ; 
carpentry,  contract  work,  $4500;  gas  fitting,  pip- 
ing and  plumbing,  $3832.35;  painting,  contract 
work,  $5000;  painting  and  glazing,  $3121.25;  white- 
washing and  pla'stering,  $2819.32;  carpeting, 
$5325.80;  new  furniture,  repairs  of  old,  window 
shades,  bells  and  clocks,  $8016.33 :  roofing,  ,$1464.28 ; 
iron  work,  fences,  etc.,  $2314.17;  new  heating  ap- 
paratus and  repairs  of  old,  $9050.77;  locksmithing, 
$105.75;  gas  and  water,S$2]46.23;  lents  and  taxes, 
$7039.21;  care,  cleaning  and  janitors,  $6345.16; 
fuel,  $3701.22;  supplies,  including  ice,  mats,  hods, 
baskets,  etc.,  $1986.49;  salaries,  $7134.32;  miscella- 
neous  expenses,  $4515.48;  watering,  $153.75;  total 
expenditures,  $99,484.20;  unexpended  balance, 
$7515.80. 

Your  committee  estimate  as  the  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  cxpen  es  of  the  department  for  thp 
rercainder  of  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  balance 
remaining,  the  sum  of  $27,000.  TJiis  includes  the 
$12,000  e.-"timated  and  ordered  in  the  yearly  ajjpro- 
priation  for  the  raising  and  altering  of  Police  Sta- 
tion House  No.  8.  They  would,  therefore,  respect- 
fully request  an  additional  apnropriatiou  of 
$27,000.  For  the  committee,' 

HiRAM  Emery,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
seni  ciown. 

APPLETON  TEMPORARY  HOME. 

A  communication  was  received  frcnn  D.  Banks 
McKenzie,  superintendent  of  the  Appleton  Tem- 
porary Home,  asking  for  a  hearing  in  regard  to 
the  work  the  institution  had  done  in  reclaiming 
drunkards. 

The  petitior:  w.as  briefly  discussed  on  a  motion 
by  Alderman  Cutter  to  refer  the  communication 
to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  which  finally  prevailed— 7  for,  5  against. 

DOUBLE  RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbin.s  the  Board  took 
up  the  order  to  allow  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  to  lay  dovvn  an  additional  track  on 
Washington  street  from  Temple  place  to  Milk 
street ;  also  a  track  iii  Milk  and  Hawlej  street- ,  on 
certain  conditions. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  this  order  will  not 
be  passed.  I  do  not  desire  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Board  at  this  late  hour  in  discussino;  this  mat- 
ter, esiiecially  since  it  was  so  fully  discussed  a 
week  or  two  since.  The  only  ilifference  between 
this  order  and  the  one  acted  upon  then  is  that  the 
douule  track  is  confined  to  Washington  street 
from  Temple  place  to  Milk  street,  instead  of  run- 
ning all  the  way  from  Essex  street.  The  avgu- 
ments  introduced  at  that  time  to  recommit  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  with  instruc- 
tions to  recommend  some  other  way  of  relievirg 
Tremont  street,it  seems  to  me  hold  equally  good 
now.  Certa  inly  the  portion  of  Washington  street  be- 
tween Temple  place  and  Summer  street  is  as  nar- 
row as  that  part  between  Temple  place  and  Essex 
street;  it  is  one  of  the  narrowest  jiarts  of  the 
street;    frequent  blockades  occur;    on  both  sides 
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are  spacious  stores  doing  a  large  retail  business, 
auil  it  .seems  to  me  their  jjatroiis  should 
liave  the  right  to  go  there  in  carriages. 
The  street  in  •  some  places  is  less  tnau 
thirty-two  feet  wide  between  the  curbstones ;  the 
two  tracks  will  take  up  fourteen  teet,  leaving  on 
each  side,  between  the  railroad  tracks  and  the 
curbstones,  less  than  nine  feet.  To  my  mind  it 
would  be  entirely  impracticable,  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  dwell  at  lengtli  in  an  argument  on  the  subject. 
It  is  a  portion  of  Washington  street  that  is  very 
freciuently  blockaded,  near  the  corner  of  Temple 
l)lace,  not  by  horse  cars  waiting  to  get  through 
Temple  place,  but  by  the  natural  travel  through 
the  street.  1  can  hardly  think  of  a  more  unwise 
thing  to  be  done  by  this  hoard  in  locating  a 
railioad  track  than  to  lay  an  additional 
track  between  Temi)le  place  and  Summer  street. 
I  simuld  hesitate  before  locating  another  track 
there,  as  the  street  is  none  too  wide  now  with  a 
single  track  and  the  immense  number  of  vehicles 
passing  through  it.  We  widen  streets  and  assess 
betterineuts  for  such  widening.^.  If  we  are  going 
to  lay  down  additional  tracks  in  such  places  as 
that,  instead  ot  the  widening  being  a  betterment 
to  property  there,  it  will  be  a  detriment,  and  an 
assessment  of  betterments  on  that  territory  could 
not  be  collected,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  party  should 
appeal  to  a, iury;  but  that,  however,  is  a  trivial 
consideration  compared  with  the  narrowness  of 
the  thoroughfare.  I  have  watched  travel  there 
nearly  every  day;  have  conversed  witli  policemeH 
who  are  kept  there  to  keep  the  streets  as  clear  as 
possible. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  somewhat  more  dif- 
ference between  the  two  propositions  than  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9  has  mentioned.  If  this 
arrangement  is  made,  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
agree  that  all  the  cars  on  this  new  line  shall  go 
down  Summer  street  through  Kingston  street, 
thus  relieving  Chauncy  street.  I  do  not  suppose 
there  is  a  part  of  Boston  where  there  is  so  much 
delay  as  in  Chauncy  street.  I  also  understand 
that  they  agree  to  run  the  balance  of  their  cars 
up  throu^gh  Boylstou  street,  and  consequently  all 
of  their  cars  will  not  go  round  the  circuit,  which 
will  make  a  great  difference.  I  should  say  also 
that  this  is  only  a  part  of  the  programme  which  we 
have  got,  so  far.  Other  provisions  must  be 
made  to  arrange  those  cars  besides  this,  but  this 
will  relieve  the  street  very  much.  Now,  it  will  no 
doubt  be  somewhat  of  an  inconvenience  to  the 
gentlemen  who  come  up  here  and  remonstrate. 
But,  as  I  said  before,  Messrs.  Palmer,  Batchelder 
&  Co.,  Bigelow,  Kennard  &  Co.,  Jordan,  Marsh  & 
Co.,  Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  others,  cannot  al- 
ways have  carriages  standing  in  front  of  their 
stores.  Now,  in  which  way  will  the  public  be 
coavenienced  to  the  greatest  extent?  It  seems 
to  me  that  to  let  those  cars  go  in  this  way  will  do 
it.  These  gentlemen  object  purely  on  selfish 
grounds.  Do  we  widen  streets  that  each  gen- 
tleman may  keep  as  many  carriages  standing 
before  his  store  as  he  pleases?  We  certainly 
do  not.  I  grant  that  people  should  have  facil- 
ities for  getting  to  those  stores;  but  I  do  not 
think  we  are  warranted  in  allowing  carriages 
to  stand  there  ad  libitum.  The  committee 
think    this    will  be  a  great    improvement    over 


the  present  state  of  affairs,  but  it  i--  only  a  part  of 
the  programme  which  we  are  a-ranging  for  these 
horse  railroad  companies.  Some  of  the  other 
lines  must  be  diverted  in  other  directions  and  run 
or  other  streets;  it  oujiht  to  l)e  done  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  no  d(mbt  it  will  he  (ione  either  by 
ourselves  or  our  successors.  I  think  it  will  be  for 
the  public  good  to  have  thi-  order  pa-.-  ed,  or  I 
should  not  recommend  it.  I  have  in  mind  full 
consideration  of  the  rights  and  ijrn'ileges  of  all ' 
peoi)le  keeping  stores  there,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
will  injure  their  business.  There  are  plenty  of 
•  side  streets  where  carriages  can  stand  without 
waiting  on  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Peters — The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
is  mistaken.  The  street  is  much  narrower  between 
Temple  place  and  Essex  street  than  it  is  between 
Temple  place  and  Summer  street.  The  distance 
allowed  between  the  tracks  and  the  curbstones 
will  be  8.45  feet,  which  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  tells  me  is  sufficient  to  allow  carriages  to 
pass.  Between  Summer  and  Milk  streets,  where 
the  remonstrants  are  located,  Washington  street 
is  sixty  feet  wide,  and  there  is  not  a  point  where 
there  will  not  be  room  for  two  cars  and  two  car- 
riages to  pass  at  the  same  moment. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
17  says  Washington  street  between  Essex  street 
and  Temple  place  is  not  so  wide  as  it  is  between 
Temple  place  and  Summer  street.  I  find  upon  an 
examination  of  the  plan  that  it  is  a  fraction  of  a 
foot  only,  8.67  feet  on  each  side  of  the  railroad 
track  between  Temple  place  and  Winter  street; 
while  between  Temple  place  and  Essex  street  it  is 
8.45  feet.  The  space  is  so  narrow  that  I  think  it 
would  be  entirely  impracticable  to  attempt  to 
lay  down  another  track.  In  regard  to  allow- 
ing carriages  to  stand  there  Q.d  libitum,  as 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  says,  that  is 
not  allowed — it  is  regulated  by  ordinance.  No 
carriage  is  allowed  to  strnd  there  twenty 
minutes:  certainly  not  more  than  that.  Jordan, 
Marsh  &  Co.,  Hoga:,  Brown  &  Taylor,  and  other 
large  firms  on  Washington  street,  should  have  the 
privilege  of  allowing  their  customers  to  coine  in 
their  carriages  and  wait  a  reasonable  time.  From 
the  immense  amount  of  travel  there  we  could  ex- 
pect nothing  but  a  continual  blockade  of  cars  and 
vehicles  on  the  whole  street  if  we  lay  this  addi- 
tional track.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12  said 
this  was  not  the  whole  programme,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  would  make  other  changes.  It 
seems  to  me  we  had  better  have  this  whole  thing 
in  a  complete  and  comprehensive  plan  before  us, 
and  not  act  upon  it  by  piecemeal.  This  whole  sub- 
ject of  horse  railroads  in  the  only  two  thorough- 
fares must  soon  be  taken  in  hand,  and  a  com- 
plete system  be  laid  before  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  then  it  seems  to  me  we  can  act  more  in- 
telligently upon  it  than  we  can  by  simply  passing 
this  order.  I  ask  that  this  question  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  rejected— 5  for,  7  against. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECKMBKK    10,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting,  E.  O.  Shepard,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  chair.  Called  to  order  at  five  minutes 
past  eight,  after  the  call  of  the  roll,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Present— Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Boardman,  Bur- 
ditt.  Burgess,  Catou,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Crow- 
ley, Ciidworth,  Dacey,  Flatley,  Flyun,  Gold- 
thwait.  Hicks,  Kent,  Kimball,  Loring,  Moley, 
Noyes,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam, 
Russell,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Tliacher,  Train,  Warren,  Weston,  N.  S. 
Wilbur,  Willcutt— 38. 

Absent — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bcarce,  Bent, 
Bleiler,  Brackett,  Brown,  Butler,  Collins,  Cushman, 
Davis,  Day,  Dean, Denny,  Fuller, Gordon, Harring- 
ton, Hine,  Hunnewell,  Jennings,  Leach,  Long,  Mar- 
gin, McCarty,  Minot,  Mooney,  Morse,  Page,  Pease, 
Smith,  Walbridge,  AVest,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodwaril— 36. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  L.  Foster  Morse  and  Weston  Lewis, 
heirs  of  Susan  Johnson,  heirs  of  Maria  Davis  and 
Charles  Davis.    Severally  referred. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit  (printed  City  Doc. 
No.  104).    Placed  on  file. 

Report  referring  to  Committee  on  Northampton- 
street  District  the  petitions  of  Bridget  Kelly  and 
C.  Rechelle  for  damages  on  account  of  imijrove- 
ments  in  said  district.    Accepted. 

Request  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $27,000  (Print- 
ed City  Doc.  No.  106),  and  a  communication  from 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  asking  for  action  relative 
to  an  execution  issued  against  the  city  for  $2619.43, 
recovered  by  E.  M.  Montague  for  damages  to  cer- 
tain estates  on  Church-street  district.  Severally 
referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Rowland  Ellis  and  others  that  passage- 
ways west  of  Tremont  street  from  Worcester  to 
Newton  street  be  drained.    Accepted. 

Order  to  pay  to  W.  Elliot  Woodward  $9000,  for 
land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  extension 
of  East  Lenox  street.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16  (who  said  the  matter  had  already  been 
acted  upon,  the  amount  had  been  awarded  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  as  it  is  already  due 
there  is  no  reason  for  delay  in  paying  it),  and 
passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  George  F.  Bartlett  $1609.50, 
for  land  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Hunneman  street.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

FbEE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SOUP. 

The  order  for  the  expenditure  of  $5000  for  the 
free  distribution  of  soup  by  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  came  down  with 
the  adherence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  refus- 
ing to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a  joint  special 
"committee. 

The  President— What  is  the  pleasnire  of  the 
Council,  to  recede  or  adhere? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  vote,  referring  the  subject  to 
a  joint  special  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  prevail,  and  that 
the  Council  will  adhere  to  its  former  action.  I 
certainly  think  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen in  this  matter  is  a  little  discourteous  to 
this  branch.  The  honorable  Alderman  from  the 
Sixth  W'ard  [Alderman  Cutter],  who  has  steadily 
fought  this  proposition  from  the  beginning,  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board  went  out  of  his  way  to 
cast  a  fling  at  me  for  endeavoring  to  have  a  lady 
appointed  upon  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  and  exultingly  states  that  she  received  no 
votes  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  do  not 
know  that  that  has  anything  to  do  with  this 
question,  but  I  hope  that  when  the  Alderman  shall 
receive  his  reward  for  acts  of  charity,  the  credit 
side  of  his  account  will  show  as  well  as  that  of 
the  lady  referred  to.  1  have  had  interviews  with 
Mr.  Thomas  C.  Amory,  and  with  attaches  of  the 
Provident  Association  as  well  as  members  of  oth- 
re  benevolent  associations,  and  they  are  almost 


unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  free  distribu- 
tion of  this  soup  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Amory  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  plan  of 
distributing  the  soup  by  a  joint  special  committee 
would  be  a  very  wise  one.  There  certainly  could 
be  no  harm  in  this  reference,  and  if  gentlemen 
had  made  no  opposition  to  it  in  the  first  place,  the 
matter  might  have  been  settled  by  this  time. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  1.5— As  this  matter  was  de- 
feated in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  as  a  motion 
to  reconsider  that  vote  was  also  defeated,  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  can,  under  their  rules,  con- 
sider it  again  if  it  goes  back  to  them.  But  sup- 
posing that  they  can ,  although  I  do  not  believe 
in  being  intimidated  by  their  action,  still  I  think 
there  is  no  particular  reason  for  our  adhering, 
when  the  opinion  of  the  other  branch  has  been  so 
plainly  expressed.  Although  undoubtedly  some 
improvements  in  the  present  system  might  be 
made  if  we  had  plenty  of  time  for  deliberation, 
still  I  do  not  hear  any  very  widespread  complaints 
of  the  present  method  of  distribution  that  should 
require  us  to  adhere,  and  if  we  talk  this  over  much 
longer  the  winter  will  soon  be  far  gone.  Nor  do  I 
think  that  the  special  committee  could  debase  a 
scheme  which  should  be  a  substantial  improve- 
ment upon  the  present  soon  enough  to  put  in  op- 
eration this  winter;  ou'-  plan  would  be  too  hastily 
formed  to  be  thorough.  1  think  the  Council  can 
recede  without  loss  of  dignity.  I  would  therefore 
move  as  a  substitute  that  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence be  appointed,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  who  can  consider  it  and  re- 
port back. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — in  order  that  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  may  be  appointed,  the  Council 
must  first  adhere  to  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Putnam— Then  I  withdraw  that  motion,  and 
if  the  motion  to  adhere  prevails,  which  I  hope  i\ 
will  not,  I  will  move  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— To  my  mind,  the  most 
judicious  course  to  pursue  is  to  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  do  not  see  any  good  reason 
why  the  Council  should  adhere  to  its  vote.  As 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  [Mr.  Putnam] 
says,  there  has  not  been  any  complaint  in  refer- 
ence to  the  course  which  the  police  have  pursued 
in  performing  this  duty  on  former  occasions. 
J^ovf  if  this  order  is  to  be  kicked  about  from  one 
branch  to  the  other,  the  poor  will  sufEer  in  conse- 
quence, and  not  get  any  assistance  at  all.  I 
cannot  understand  why  gentlemen  here  should 
insist  upon  carrying  out  their  own  opinions.  The 
poor  will  certainly  be  benefited,  and  get  more  aid 
by  this  plan  than  by  any  other ;  and  I  do  not  see 
any  better  way  than  to  let  the  distribution  go  into 
the  hands  of  the  police.  If  you  must  have  a  joint 
committee,  then  join  the  Committee  on  Police  of 
this  branch  with  that  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeu. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20 — This  is  not  a  question  of 
very  great  moment  as  regards  money  ;  and  as  to 
the  matter  of  soup  I  care  but  very  little  about 
that.  But  if  there  is  suffering  among  the  poor— 
and  the  poor  we  always  have  among  us — the  aid 
that  will  reac^  them  the  quickest  is  the  best. 
What  I  am  in  favor  of  is  the  quickest  way  of  put- 
ting this  money  to  the  use  for  which  it  is  desiened. 
I  think  the  police  are  the  projjer  men  to  find  out 
who  are  suffering;  but  whoever  delivers  this  soup 
should  give  it  to  the  poor  as  soon  as  possible.  At 
present  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  to  vote  to 
adhere  or  to  recede  from  our  former  action.  I 
hope  the  subject  wUl  be  discussed  so  that  we 
can  learn  which  is  the  better  way  to  vote.  I  do 
not  care  how  it  is  done,  so  that  the  aid  reaches 
the  suflering  poor  in  the  quickest  way. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10—  I  should  rather  prefer 
10  vote  against  any  appropriation  for  the  public 
distribution  of  soup  than  to  have  it  disv)en?ed 
through  the  police  stations  as  it  has  been  hfieto- 
fore.  From  the  best  information  I  can  gather, 
that  method  ©f  distributing  soup  has  been  an  in- 
jury. It  has  encouraged  rather  than  prevented 
paupeiism— not  that  1  mean  to  say  the  police  do 
not  do  the  best  they  can  ;  but,  as  1  said  a  week 
ago,  it  brings  to  our  city  a  set  of  tramps  who  de- 
pend for  a  living  upon  what  they  can  get  from  the 
city  of  Boston,  rather  thaii  remain  in  the 
country  during  the  winter  and  earn  a  comfortable 
support.  I  was  told  by  one  person,  who  knows 
thoroughly  what  he  is  talking  about, that  one  sea- 
son i)f  ter  the  distribution  of  soup  hail  been  discon- 
tinuued,  he  employed  or  commissioned  two  per- 
sons to  go  through  one  district  with  a  list  of  per- 
sons who  had  received  soup  from  that  station 
house,  with  the  idea  of  finding  out  how  nnlnyfahi- 
ilies  had  taken  soup;  only  tvvo  acknowledged  it, 
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and  most  of  the  pooi  families  laughed  at  the  idea 
of  the  free  distribution  of  soup  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton from  the  station  houses.  Now,  if  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  AVard  16  is  carried 
out,  and  we  can  have  a  proper  committee  to  see 
that  food,  and  not  soup,  is  Qistributed  to  those 
living  in  the  city  who  need  aid,  then  some  good 
can  be  done  with  the  $5000  which  the  Board  of 
Aluermen  have  voted  for  this  purpose.  But  un- 
less it  can  be  distributed  through  some  judicious 
committee,  and  given  to  people  who  deserve  it,  I 
would  rather  vote  against  it  altogether,  than  to 
have  it  go  through  the  Police  Department. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — 1  cannot  see  what  harm 
there  can  be  in  referring  this  matter  to  a  joint 
special  committee.  They  are  to  report  to  the 
Council,  and  if  they  report  that  the  proper  way  is 
through  the  i  olice  Department,  that  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  can  see  a  great  deal 
of  harm  in  referring  it  to  a  special  committee,  and 
a  great  deal  of  delay.  It  will  have  to  go  to  the 
Board  tor  concurrence ;  then  the  committee  have 
got  to  hold  a  conference  meeting,  and  then  come 
here  next  Thursday  and  report;  and  then  it  will 
have  to  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  will 
take  nearly  three  weeks;  while  if  we  concur  with 
the  Board  the  police  can  go  to  work  and  begin  to 
give  out  soup  next  Monday  morning.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  I'olice  tells  me  that  the 
police  buy  meat  cheaper  than  he  can  buy  it,  and 
their  method  gives  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction. 
The  hard  season  is  coining  on ;  any  one  can  see 
that  the  number  of  unemployed  poor  is  very  nu- 
merous now,  and  that  is  one  reason  why  I  shall 
vote  to  concur. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— This  appropriation  is 
made  to  beneftt  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
The  records  show  that  at  the  Chardou-street  Bu- 
reau, where  dinners  are  given  indiscriminately, 
more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  applicants  were 
non-residents  of  Boston.  I  do  believe  that  the 
Council  proposes  to  use  this  money '.  or  none 
others  than  the  worthy  poor  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  [Mr. 
Sweetser],  I  would  prefer  to  see  this  appropria- 
tion kept  back  and  not  made,  rather  than  to  have 
it  distributed  as  has  been  done  in  former  years. 
1  am  satisfied  that  in  London,  New  York  and  in 
our  own  city  this  free  distribution  is  a  standing- 
advertisement  for  the  tramps  and  bummers  to 
come  and  get  soup.  I  would  inflnitely  prefer  to 
see  this  whole  sum  turned  over  to  some  cliaritable 
society  such  as  the  Provident  Institution — I  do 
not  care  which — and  unless  some  other  method  of 
distribution  than  by  the  police  shall  be  agreed  to, 
I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  furnish  a 
good  reason  why  it  should  go  to  the  pohce.  At 
the  Chardon-street  Bureau  we  find  that  eighty 
per  cent,  were  non-residents;  but  you  cannot  find 
any  such  thing  if  you  give  it  to  the  police.  They 
can  ascertain  who  are  residents  and  who  are  not, 
who  are  deserving   and    who  are  unworthy.    One 

fentleman  on  tuis  committee,  I  know,  would  pre- 
er  to  have  this  money  go  into  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ligious society — and  although  it  is  a  society  1  am 
in  sympathy  with.  I  think  there  is  a  better  way 
than  that. 

Mr.  Perkins— Is  the  Provident  Institution  a  reli- 
gious society  ? 

Mr.  Cawley— I  did  not  refer  to  that.  I  think  it  is 
best  to  keep  societies  out  of  it  altogether,  tor  if 
you  g've  money  to  one  you  will  have  a  hundred 
here  claiming  that  each  one  should  have  an  equal 
portion  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  suppose  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  2  has  reference  to  me.  I  aid  make  a 
statement  that  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society 
had  aided  a  great  many,  and  I  believe  today  that 
they  are  as  competent  to  distribute  this  soup  as 
any  one  else  in  15oston,  and  that  they  would  do  as 
much  good  to  poor  folks  in  dispensing  this  soup 
as  any  other  organization  except  the  police.  I 
have  no  tears  that  a  cent  wonlil  be  misapplied  if 
it  were  given  to  them. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7 — I  fully  agree  with  my  col- 
league Mr.  Flynn,  in  what  he  has  just  said;  but  if 
we  keep  up  this  deadlock  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
do  what  we  all  intend  to  do,  and  that  is,  suj)ply 
the  poor  with  \\'hat  they  need.  God  knows  it  is 
needed  now,  and  has  been  needed  for  the  past 
two  months.  The  poor  are  suffering  for  want  of 
food,  and  if  we  go  on,  night  after  night,  in  this 
manner,  because  the  Aldermen  do  not  see  fit  to 
concur  with  this  branch,  the  poor  will  get  no  aid. 
There  is  no   reason  why    we   should   not  give  the 


Aldermen  their  way,  if  the  poor  are  going  to  be 
benefited.  My  opinion  is  that  there  are  some 
members  here  who  do  not  intend  that  the  poor 
shall  be  benefited  by  the  distribution  of  soup,  or 
by  any  other  means,  this  winter.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — The  question  with  me  is, 
whether  these  gentlemen  have  the  right  to  say 
anything  on  this  subject,  as  we  have  full  stom- 
achs ;  besides,  it  is  near  election  time,  and  per- 
haps this  is  one  of  the  elements  that  will  enter 
into  the  canvass.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  [Mr.  Perkins]  is  a  poor  prophet.  He  stated 
last  week  that  if  we  adhered  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men would  concur.  But  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  not  done  that.  Now  the  poor  must  be  suffer- 
ing, and  as  long  as  this  $5000  is  appropriated  they 
had  better  have  it — although  it  will  not  do  away 
with  all  the  suffering — and  we  had  better  concur, 
although  I  regret  any  deprecatory  remarks  which 
any  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  have 
made  in  regard  to  members  of  this  Council.  1  think 
the  police  should  know  who  the  tramps  are  and  who 
are  the  poor  people  on  their  beats,  who  are  worthy 
and  who  are  not  worthy  of  assistance;  if  they  do 
not,  the  Mayor  should  remove  them  at  once  and 
appoint  conipetent  men  in  their  places.  As  the 
gentleman  says,  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  well  to 
give  this  money  to  any  charitable  societies,  but  it 
would  be  better  to  do  that  than  not  to  give  any- 
thing, even  if  we  had  to  dispense  with  the  Contin- 
gent Fund  for  one  year.  I  think  we  had  better  re- 
cede, as  I  believe  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  as 
good  judgment  as  any  twelve  men  here. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  put  and  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  vote,  and  Mr. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ortlered — 10  for,  29  against.  The  mo- 
tion to  adhere  was  lost — yeas  13,  nays  30. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Crocker,  Flynn,  Kimball, 
Loring,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Sprague,  Sweat.  Sweet- 
ser, Wart  en,  N.  S.  \Mlbur,  Willcutt— 13. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Boardnian,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  "Burgess,  Caton,  Cawlev,  Crowley,  Cudvvorth, 
Cushman,  Dacey,  Day,Flatley,  Goldthwait,  Hicks, 
Kent,  Leach,  Moley,  Noyes,  Peai-e,  Powers,  Pray, 
Putnam,  Russell,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Thacher,  Traiii, 
Weston,  Woodward— 30. 

Ab;-ent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams, 
Bearce,  Bent,  Bleiler,  Brown,  Butler,  Collins,  Da- 
vis, Dean,  Denny,  Fuller,  Gordon,  Harrington, 
Hiiie,  Hunneweli,  Jennings,  Long,  Martin,  Mc- 
carty, Minot,  Mooney,  Morse,  Page,  Smith,  Wal- 
bridge.  West,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Woods— 30. 

Mr,  Cawley  of  Ward  2 — Is  it  necessary  to  make 
a  motion  to  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
or  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  it? 

The  President— The  Council  has  voted  substan- 
tially so  recede  from  its  former  vote.  The  (lues- 
tiou  is  on  concurrence  in  passing  the  original  or- 
der, with  the  pendirg  amendments. 

The  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  and  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Per- 
kins of  Ward  16  were  then  severally  re'jected,  and 
the  question  was  on  the  passage  or  the  original 
order  as  received  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  "Committee  on  l^olice," 
the  words  "^vith  the  Committee  on  Police  of  the 
Common  Council."  During  an  interview  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Police  ot  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  he  asked  me  why  we  had  not 
made  this  disposition  of  it,  as  they  were  ready  to 
cooperate  with  tlie  Committee  on  '  Police  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government.  That  is  the  reason  I 
now  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  hope  the  amendment 
willprevail.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  very  pioper  to 
give  this  branch  of  the  Government  a  representa- 
tion on  the  committee,  and  1  have  no  doubt  ihe 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Police  in  this 
branch  will  materially  aid  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  The  Board  of  Aldeimen  seem  to 
think  they  are  entire  masters  of  the  position  ;  that 
they  understand  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Committee  on  Police  of  the  Conunon  Council  are 
very  able  gentlemen,  but  I  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity" for  joininR-  them. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  hope  this  amendment 
will  prevail,  for  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  fair 
compromise  between  the  two  branches.  By  ap- 
pointing the  Comnuttee  on  Police  on  the  part  of 
this  branch,  it  will  give  them  a  voice  in  this  niat< 
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ter,  and  when  meethifr  these  various  questions 
thev  will  liave  an  oi)portiinity  to  consider  them. 

Mr.  ('rowlej'  of  Ward  7—1  also  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail,  for  while  in  consultation  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  I'olice,  today, 
he  said  he  vvill  assent  to  it.  That  will  give  eif;ht 
members  for  the  twelve  station  houses,  and  if  the 
police  are  not  doing  their  duty  the  committee  can 
see  that  they  do. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— 1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  I  think  tho  order,  as  it  came 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  will  answer  the  pur- 
pose. It  is  simply  an  additional  bill  of  expense  to 
have  a  joint  committee.  I  should  rather  feed 
three  Aldermen  than  three  Aldermen  and  five 
Common  Councilmen.  The  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  fully  competent  to  deal 
with  this  question.  We  have  been  dilly-dallying 
with  this  soup  business  long  enough,  and  I  think 
we  had  better  do  something  before  the  year  is 
ended,  and  go  out  of  office  with  flying  colors.  If  a 
man  is  hungry,  give  him  something  to  eat,  if  he 
is  a  tramp.  The  Committee  on  Foliceof  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  are  competent  to  attend  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  if  any  gentlemen  desire  to  act  as  volun- 
teeis,  let  them  do  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail.  I  think  it  comes  with  a  very  good 
grace  from  the  gentleman  (m  the  committee  from 
this  branch  to  \vhom  the  matter  was  referred.  It 
is  the  most  sensible  and  the  easiest  way  to  get  at 
what  we  desire.  1  see  no  harm  in  adding  the 
Committee  on  Folice  of  this  branch,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  settle  it  at  once. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  ami  the  original 
order  as  tiius  amended  was  passed,  in  concur- 
rence, and  sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  corner  of  Green  and  Chardon  streets,  and  that 
$450  i-er  annum  be  allowed  for  such  headquarters 
at  Boylston  Hall.  |Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  39, 
nays  3— Messrs.  Crowley,  Dacey  and  N.  S.  Wilbur 
voting  nay. 

COMMUNICATION    FKOM   CITY   OFFICERS. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  November— Total  number  of  alarms,  84 — bells 
51,  stiUs  26,  false  1.  needless  6;  total  fires,  73;  con- 
fined to  one  building,  71 ;  extended  to  other  build- 
ings, 2 ;  loss  on  building,  $34,541 ;  on  stock,  f  30,903; 
insurance  on  buildings,  ?p263,400;  on  stock,  $150,- 
750;  buildings  slightly  damaged,  52;  considerably 
damaged,  13;  totally  destroyed,  8.    Seat  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented  the  petition 
of  A.  A.  Gibson  to  be  refunded  a  bill  for  repairs 
of  damages  to  41  Worcester  street,  and  for  the  re- 
setting of  a  stone  to  protect  the  rear  passage.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  N.  S.  Wilbur  for  removal  of  restrictions  on 
land  on  East  Springfield  street  purchased  from 
the  city.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  I'ublic 
Lands. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  who  were  requested  to  report  whether  ad- 
ditional legislation  is  needed  to  enable  the  city 
to  widen  School  street  on  th3  northerly  sitie,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Tliat  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  (icueral  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
for  t'.-ie  passage  of  an  act  autnoiizing  the  city  of 
Boston  to  widen  School  street  on  the  northerly 
side,  between  Washington  and  Tremont  streets. 

Mr.  I'ease  of  Ward  1— -Will  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  order  it  form  us  why  it  i;  neces- 
saiy  to  have  legislative  authority? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  did  not  introduce  the 
order;  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  who  found  that  in  order  to  get  a  titie 
to  the  graveyard  there,  in  case  the  city  should 
vote  to  widen  School  street,  we  must  have  legisla- 
tive authority  to  take  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  uu. 


CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  submitted  reports  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Cornelius  Whice 
for  compensation  for  p  rsonal  injuries  received 
on  Warren  averue,  Charlestowii,  and  C.  C.  Geyer 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  in 
Leverett  street.    Severally  accepted  and  sent  up. 

THE   SUDIJUKY   RIVER  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  wliereby  the 
repoit  of  the  joint  special  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  in  connection  with  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme  was  accepted.  At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  I  had  the  honor  of  suggesting  that 
at  a  future  time,  before  the  proper  committee  and 
in  the  proper  place,  I  should  have  occasion  to 
speak  upon  this  matter.  Thi?  is  the  only  time, 
sir,  that  I  shall  probably  have  to  carry  out 
that  proposition.  I  gave  a  statement  at  the 
last  meeting  with  regard  to  some  facts,  though 
the  very  hasty  reading  of  the  report  then,  of 
course,  gave  me  no  particular  time  to  examine  it 
in  detail  and  specially  to  weigh  its  bearing.  I 
have  therefore  deemed  it  my  duty,  and  I  have 
been  informed  by  many  of  my  friends  and  many 
eminent  citizens  of  Boston,  that  it  is  my  duty — a 
duty  which  1  owe  myself,  my  family,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  and  the  community — to  state 
the  ground  of  my  objections  to  that  leport,  and  I 
now  propose  to  do  it  as  briefly  as  possible ;  and  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  bear  with  m  3  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, because  it  is  a  matter  of  some  import  to 
me  and  to  my  future,  and  also  to  those  who  feel 
an  interest  in  me.  I  consider  that  report  a  gross 
libel  upon  me,  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  state 
my  reasons,  which  I  intimated  the  other  evening, 
and  which  I  now  shall  present  in  the 
shape  of  an  argument,  if  it  may  be  considered  as 
rising  to  the  dignity  of  an  argument,  though  I 
suppose  it  will  not  be  so  considered  by  some  here. 
On  the  24tb  of  November  I  received  a  note  from 
James  M.  Bugbee,  Clerk  of  Committees,  which 
reads  as  follows : 

"Clerk  of  Committees,        i 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Nov.  24, 1874.  ( 

Sir— The  joint  special  committee  of  the  City 
Council  appointed  under  the  following  preamble 
and  order,  namely, — [The  iireamble  and  order  are 
included  in  the  notice]— will  hold  a  meeting  in  the 
City  Hall  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  25th,  at  41/2  o'clock 
P.  M.  You  are  requested  to  be  present  and  fur- 
nish to  the  committee  any  evidence  in  your  pos- 
session relating  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  order. 
I  am,  &c., 

James  M.  Bugbee, 

Clk  of  Com. 

Geo.  A.  Shaw,  Esq." 

I  have  read  the  whole  of  it,  sir.  In  response  to 
that,  Mr.  President,  —  when  gentlemen  get  ready 
to  retire  I  w.U  give  up  and  sit  down,— I  addressed 
the  following 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  C— I  would  ask,  T<Ir.  Presi- 
dent, if  a  quorum  is  present? 

The  President  ordered  the  roll  to  he  called  with 
the  following  result : 

Present— Messrs.  Beal,  Boardmau,  Brackett, 
Burgess,  Crocker,  Crowley.  Cudworth,  Cushman, 
Dacey,  Day,  Hynn,  Goldthwait,  Hicks,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Loring,  Moley,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Sprague,  Sweat,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Warren,  Wes- 
ton, N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woodward— 34. 

The  President— Thirty-four  gentlemen  have  an- 
swered to  their  names,  and  a  quorum  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  present.  Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  was  speaking  when  the  question  was 
raised,  the  Chair  will  take  the  sense  of  those  mem- 
bers here,  whether  or  not  they  prefer  to  remain 
and  wait  for  a  quorum. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil adjcmrn. 

The'l'resident  —  A  quorum  is  not  present;  the 
motion  cannot  oe  entertained. 

The  question  whether  or  not  those  present 
would  remain  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a 
rising  vote— 13  for,  15  against — and  was  so  declared 
by  the  President. 

"Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Does  the  action  of  the 
majority  bind  the  minority  ? 

The  President— There  is  no  Council  present,  and 
the  Chair  declares  the  Council  adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    14,     1S74. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presltlnig-. 

STEAM   ENCJIXE-S. 

The  petition  of  New  England  Mutual  Life  in- 
surance Company  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  at  the  corner  of  Milk  and 
Congress  streets  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

A  petition  was  received  for  leave  to  locate  a 
steam  engine  by  Golding  &  Co.  in  Green  Dragon 
Building  on  Washington-street  extension,  ana  an 
order  or  notice  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  '.a,  was  passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Cotnmittee  on  Northamjj- 
ton-street  District.  Charles  Davis,  to  be  paid  for 
damages  by  widening  Hunneiaan  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committre  on  Armories.  Members 
of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  and 
citizens,  leironslrance  against  removal  of  their 
armory  to  East  Boston,  as  it  would  cause  unnec- 
essary outlay,  which  they  deem  useless  and  inex- 
pedient. 

To  the  Committee  on  Puvinrj.  Bromfield-street 
M.  E.  Church,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from 
the  front  of  said  church. 

Amos  Cutler,  for  a  plank  walk  on  west  side  of 
Columbus  avenue,  between  West  Chester  park 
and  Springfield  street. 

To  the  Comrnittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Henry  K.  Wing,  for  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  stable  tor  twenty  additional  horses  on 
Northampton  street. 

Jeremiah  Scaunell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horee  on  Grant  street, 
Ward  10. 

William  Devine,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  at  525  Fifth  stieet. 

E.  W.  Kidgway  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  by  H.  K.  Wing,  on  Northamp- 
ton street. 

D.  D.  Alexander  ei  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  wooden  stable  at  525  Fifth  street. 

William  H.  Forbes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  horses  on  Chestnut  stieet.  Ward 
17. 

To  the  Joint  Comynittee  on  Public  Lands.  Sim- 
eon B.  Smith,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  Albany  and  Concord  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Jesse  Holbrook, 
for  a  lamp  in  Fessenden  court,  East  Boston. 

THE  PROPOSED   DISTRIBUTION  OF  .SOCP. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Lydia  M.  Warner, 
representing  that  the  act  authoiizing  the  City 
Council  to  appropriate  money  in  aid  of  the  poor 
was  passed  through  her  efforts  and  asking  that 
she  may  be  heard  by  the  Board  or  a  committee, 
that  the  views  of  those  who  caused  the  en- 
actment of  the  law  may  be  understood  and  if 
beneficial  adopted  in  the  distribution  of  this 
charity. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
that  the  committee  give  the  petitioner  a  hear- 
ing. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  vote  of  the 
last  meeting  showed  that  the  Board  had  so  mucb 
confidence  in  that  committee  that  no  instructions 
would  be  needed,  and  he  pre'^ei red  the  reference 
without  instructions. 

The  amendment  was  rejecteil  and  the  uetitiou 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Seivers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
constructing  seweis  in  linwood,  Marcella  Saw- 
yer, Magazine,  Putnam,  Albany,  Chelsea,  Medford 
streets  and  Harrison  avenue.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Sewerr. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Isaac  .Jacobs  and  Lemuel  Clark, 


constables,  being  presented  duly  certified,  were 
approved. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  granting  an  additional  location  to  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  of  an  additional 
track  on  Washington  stieet  (late  Shawmut  ave- 
nue), from  Bartlett  street  to  School  street,  in  West 
Roxhury,  upon  certain  conditions.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  George  F.  Weld  e«  «y.  $6395.76,  for 
Stony  Brook  damages.    Passed. 

Oruer  to  pay  Jacob  W.  Se.iver  $51.60,  for  Stony 
Brook  damages.    Passed. 

Order  ito  pay  Ceorge  F.  Weld  et  al.  §460.86,  for 
Stony  Brook  damages.    Passed. 

Order  for  abatement  of  certain  sewer  assess- 
ments on  James  P.  Tolman  and  others.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  a  portion  of  betterment  assessed 
on  estate  of  James  Cheever  for  extension  of 
Washington  street.    lassed. 

Resolves  and  orders  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  widen  Leverett  street  near  Brighton 
street,  at  a  co.-t  of  141,970;  and  to  widen  Shawmut 
avenue  from  Lenox  street  to  Roxbui  y  street,  at 
a  cost  of  $53,341.65.  Severally  passed— yeas  12, 
nays  0,  and  01  ders  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  provide  the  means  for  said  wideuings  passed. 
Severally  sent  down. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Paving  to  hire  Rogers's 
Wharf,  on  Sixth  street.  f«r  the  landing  of  paving 
materials,  at  an  annual  rent  ot  810(30,  for  five 
yeais.    Fa-sed. 

0/"der  of  notice  to  certain  abutters  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue  to  remove  obstructions  from  the  front 
of  their  premises  within  thirty  days.    Passed. 

FROM    THE  COMMON    COUNCIL,  FOR  CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  .A..  A.  Gibson  an  I  N.  S.  Wilbur,  re- 
ferred in  concui'K  nee. 

Reports  rec(jmmending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  C.  C.  Geyer,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injurits  caused  by  a  defect  in  Leve'ett  stieet,  and 
of  Cornelius  White,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries caused  by  a  detect  iu  Warren  avenue,  Charles- 
town.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  number  and 
location  of  flres  in  this  city  during  the  last 
month.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authoiity  to  widen  School  street 
on  Its  northerly  side. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  what 
is  the  exigency  tor  taking  this  action  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  also  the  probable  cost  of  this  im- 
provement, if  it  is  carried  out. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  well  known  that 
one  of  the  iiapiovements  to  be  made  in  this  part 
of  the  city  in  connection  with  the  new  post  office, 
is  the  widening  of  School  street  tiom  Washington 
to  Tremont  street.  School  street  is  very  narrow: 
there  is  an  immense  amount  of  travel  there  and 
it  is  increasing  every  year.  The  committee 
have  ascertained  that  it  is  not  within 
the  power  of  the  City  Council  to  widen 
School  street  w'thout  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
The  stone  church  which  stands  on  tUe  corner  of 
School  apd  Tremont  streets  is  filled  with  vaults 
for  burial  purposes,  and  the  land  on  which  the 
church  would  have  to  be  moved  is  a  burial  ground. 
It  is  1  ot  within  the  power  of  the  ('ity  Government 
to  take  possession  of  that  burial  ground  without 
an  act  of  the  Legislature.  This  order  is  to  ask  the 
Legislatuie  for  that  authority  in  case  the  widen- 
ing should  be  deemed  expedient  at  some  future 
time.  There  is  no  question  but  that  School  street 
will  have  tr>  be  widened  at  some  future  day,  and 
we  should  have  the  authoritv  to  do  so  when  the 
City  Council  deems  it  expedient.  As  to  the  ex- 
pense, 1  think  no  one  has  made  a  calculation,  as 
we  have  not  gone  far  enough  to  make  an  investi- 
gation of  that  Dranch  of  the  subject. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
probable  expense  is  one  of  the  first  things  the 
committee  should  consider— whether  it  will  be 
$500,000  or  $1,000,000.  Of  course  it  is  very  easy  to 
ask  the  Legislature  for  this  authority.  That  is  the 
entering  wedge,  antl  the  city  will  be  partially  com- 
mitted to  the  scheme.  After  that  it  will  be  bi  ought 
before  the  City  Council,  urged,  and  finally  adopt- 
ee". I  think  we  had  better  look  the  matter  square- 
ly in  the  face  before  \\e  go  into  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— When  the  City  Govern- 
ment seriously  coi.siilers  tnat  imijiovemciit,  the 
expense  will  be  the  fir.-- 1  tiling  to  learn.  l,ut  I 
have  not  heard  thit  the  Street  Coiiimis-ioners 
have  this  widening  under  consideiation,  or  that 
they  have  made  any  calculation  to  do  so  this  year 
or  next.    I'  is  possil  le,  however,   that  this  City 
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Government  or  the  next  may  take  this  improve- 
ment into  consideration;  but  at  present  we  have 
no  authority  to  tnke  the  burial  ground.  We  know 
that  the  expense  cannot  be  very  great,  as  the  (uty 
of  Boston  owns  a  large  part  of  the  land,  an(i.  be- 
sides the  cost  of  the  land  and  Ijuildings  between 
City  Hall  and  Washington  street,  the  expense 
would  otherwise  he  little  more  than  the  removal 
of  the  church,  including,  perhaps,  comi)ensati()n 
for  removing  the  vaults  under  the  church. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Did  this  imjjrovement  orig- 
inate in  the  Committee  on  Streets?  1  am  not 
aware  that  there  has  been  any  petition  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthingtou— It  will  be  remembered 
by  those  who  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
branch,  that  an  order  of  inquiry  on  this  subject 
was  introduced  there  by  a  member,  passed,  and  wc 
concurred  in  it.  We" have  considered  it,  have 
found  that  the  city  has  not  authority  to  make  the 
widening,  and  thought  it  expedient  to  obtain  it. 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8,  whether  or  not  it  would  „e  pop- 
ular to  widen  School  street;  else  why  should  we 
h'ive  this  backing  and  tilling  just  on'tl  e  eve  of  an 
election?  Let  us  know  ]ust  how  we  stand  on  this 
point. 

AMerman  Stebbins — That  is  a  cheap  kind  of  ar- 
gument for  a  member  of  this  Board  to  ase.  I  did 
not  raise  the  question  because  of  the  popularity  or 
unpopularity  of  the  impiovement,  or  because  the 
election  is  near  at  hano.  That  is  not  iny  way  of 
doing  I  he  city's  business.  It  makes  veiy  little 
difference  to  me  whether  an  election  occurs  soon  or 
not.  I  merely  raised  the  cpiestion  to  ascertain  the 
expense.  If  "it  is  going  to  cost  $500,000  or  $1,(I00,- 
000,  let  us  know  it.  We  certainly  have  ways 
enough  of  spending  money  in  iiniuovements 
which  are  petitioned  for  without  entering  into 
such  uni:alle  '-for  schemes  as  this. 

Alderman  Wortliington — I  wish  to  he  under- 
stood as  rot  advocating  the  widening  of  School 
street,  but  as  merely  explaining  why  a  petition  for 
this  authority  shoufd  be  sent  to  the  Legislature. 

Ald'rinan  Frescott — I  seriously  doubt  the  expe- 
diency of  passing  the  order  now  before  us.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  expedient  for  this  Government  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to  enable  the 
city  of  Boston  to  widen  School  street  by  taking  a 
portion  of  the  cemetery  until  the  widenino;  has 
been  fully  discu-sed  and  its  desiraliility  shown. 
I  hardly  think  thr.t  any  member  of  this  Board 
wlU  deem  it  expedient,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
city  finances  and  the  aeneral  depression  of  busi- 
ness, to  go  into  any  such  expenditure  during 
the  com  ng  year.  It  seems  to  me  tt- at  it  will  be 
well  for  us  to  reject  this  order,  and  wait  till  the 
time  comes  when  public  convenience  stienuously 
points  to  the  necessity  tor  widening  this  street, 
and  then  we  can  get  this  authority  from  the  Legis- 
lature. If  we  pass  this  order  it  will  be  witn  i  he 
tacit  understanding  that  we  desire  to  widen  this 
street  now,  and  I  hardly  think  the  city  in  a  condi- 
tion to  take  any  such  burden,  or  that  it  will  be  for 
some  years  to  come.  I  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
defeat  this  order. 

Alderman  Wortliington— I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tincth  uuflerstood  that  I  am  not  advocating  the 
widening  of  School  street.  If  that  subject  should 
come  up  I  probablv  would  vote  against  it.  I  am 
merely  explaining,  as  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  why  this  oider  is  presented. 

Aide. man  Cutter — Do  1  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say  that  he  disapproves  of  it?  I  thought 
the  order  wa-<  reported  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Woithingtoh — I  approve  of  asking 
the  Legislature  for  this  authoiity,  but  1  will  state 
that  1  am  at  present  opijosed  to  widening  School 
street.  When  we  get  the  authority,  then  the  sub- 
ject CMii  I  e  considered  on  its  merit  . 

Aldeiman  Peters — As  the  Legislature  meets 
every  year,  and  is  in  session  most  of  the  year,  it 
seeiiis  to  me  that  it  will  be  about  as  well  to  po-t- 
pone  this  matter.  When  the  City  (ioverument  sees 
fit  to  ;'pend  money  for  this  purpose,  then  will  be 
the  nine  t<>  lait  in  an  order  to  get  this  nuthonty. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  we  should  go  to  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislatuie  for  this  authority. 
If  there  is  a  'treet  lu  this  city  that  sliould  be  wid- 
ened it  is  School  street ;  right  here  in  front  of  City 
Hall  it  is  continually  blocked  u])  witli  teams,  and 
here  we  are,  this  afiernoon,  backing  and  fillirg, 
and  aciing  as  if  this  Mere  boys'  play,  and  we  all 
know  the  street  i-hould  be  wideneil  "today.  Every 
man  here  knows  that  Tremont  street  should  be 
widened  too,  by  taking  a  piece  otf  the  Common, 
but  how  many  are  theie  who  will  dare  to  stand  up 
here  and  say  so,  on  the  eve  of  the  election?  I  be- 
lieve that  School  -treet  shou'd   be  widened,  and 


that  Tremont  street  should  be  widened  by  cutting 
off  the  Common.  I  would  vove  to  widen  School 
street  today,  and  Tremont  street  too,  and  to  have 
the  thoroughfares  of  this  city  as  they  ought  to  be. 
If  we  are  to  be  a  great  commercial  metropolis  we 
must  have  our  streets  wider  than  nine-feet  cow- 
paths.  We  should  get  this  authority  to  widen 
School  street  by  taking  those  graveyards,  and  we 
should  not  he^iiate  to  vote  for  it  before  election 
any  more  than  we  would  afterwards. 

Alderman  Peters — I  am  in  favor  of  widening 
Tremont  street  by  cutting  off  the  Common,  be- 
cause it  will  not  cause  any  expense.  But  when 
you  talk  about  widening  a  street  which  is  wide 
enough  to  allow  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  to 
leave  his  horse  standing  two  hours  a  day,  that  is  a 
different  thing. 

Alderman  Hall— 1  suppose  I  shouhl  apologize  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  for  that,  but  I  am 
very  busy  just  before  election. 

Tiie  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence. 

The  oj  der  passed  by  this  Board  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Police  to  provide  soup  for  the  jioor  at  the 
several  police  stations  came  up  with  an  amend- 
ment to  join  to  said  committee  the  members  of 
the  Police  Committee  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  hope  we  shall  adbeie  to 
our  former  action  because  I  think  this  would 
place  the  matter  in  not  as  goo.l  a  form  as  it  would 
to  have  had  a  joint  special  committee  appointed. 
Therefore  I  hope  we  shall  vote  to  adhere. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  1,  that  it  is  best  to  adhere.  If  the  or- 
der was  right  at  flrtt,  it  is  right  now,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  should  have  the  management  of 
the  distribution  of  this  s-oiip. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment, 
and  the  order  was  sent  down. 

WIDENING   OF  PLEASANT    STREET,  CHARLESTOWN. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special   assignment,  viz. ; 
Resolve    and    order    to  widen    Pleasant  street, 
Chailestown,  on  estate  of    F.  B.  Austin,  at  a  cost 
of  .'S15,542.50.    Passed  and  .sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports,  and  reports  witk  Oiders,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
ilraw"  on  petitions  of  James  Curtin  and  John  Spil- 
lane  et  al.  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  an  Ben- 
nington street.    Severally  accepted. 

Schedules  of  assessments  of  sidewalks  on  Silver 
street  from  D  to  h  ,  and  from  C  to  i),  and  of  edge- 
stones  in  Boyl^ton,  School  and  Washington  streets 
Ward  17,  and  Foster  street,  Ward  19,  with  orders 
for  the  proportionate  assessment,  and  collection 
of  the  same.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
pasied. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Churcn  street  between  Bowdoin 
and  Adams  streets.  Ward  16,  to  the  establi.ihed 
grade.    Estimated  co-t,  .'gSOOO. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  area  included  between  Wa- 
ter, Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets  he  hereafter 
called  and  known  as  1  ost-oflice  square,  and  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Screets  be  directed  to  i)lace 
street  signs  upon  and  number  said  s<iuaie. 

Read  once 

PI{(>JECTIN(;    lU'ILDING    TO   BE    REMOVED. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 
t)rdered.  That  the  Chief  of  Police  l)e  directed  to 
notify  the  owner  or  agent  of  the  imduing  on  the 
corner  of  Reed  and  Northampton  ^tl■eets  to  re- 
move forthwith  the  portion  of  said  buildnig  which 
projects  over  the  line  of  the  public  street,  and  in 
case  of  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do  v.ithiu  ten  tlays 
from  the  date  hereof,  the  Chief  of  P(  lice  i<  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  cut  off  and  remove  the 
same. 
Passed. 

<'LA1MS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  leport  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Josejjh  Hatch  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  to  his  horse  and  vehicle  on 
Parker  street,  near  Heath  stree,.  Severally  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows  : 

Billiard  License  Renewed — Louis  Sommers.  1038 
Tremont  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Albert  T.  A'obot. 
063  Washington  street. 
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Hack  License  Refused— John  T.  Murray,  705 
Tremont  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— Nos.  1813,  3152  and 
1840  respectively  to  Georg-e  W.  Goodwin,  Little- 
fleld  &  Co.  and  Hilton  &  Sons. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— S.  W.  Bowker,  Minot 
and  Leverett  streecs;  John  Mooney,  99  Vineland 
street. 

Victuallers  Licenses  Granted — Amos  F.  Pren- 
tice, North  Brighton;  Mr.-<.  E.  Mansfield,  1816 
Washington  stieet;  James  Cahill,  78  Merrimac 
street;  Brett  &  Ames,  5  Hayward  place;  D.  O. 
Bacon  &  Co.,  29  Boylston  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refu  ed— John  F.  Griffin, 
79  Pitts  street;  John  McCormick,  98  Sumner 
street. 

Innholder's  License  refused — Lewis  A.  Hoke,  9 
Perry  street  and  9  Ashland  place. 

Severally  accepted. 

SWKTT-STKEET  EXTENSION. 

Aldernif.u  Harris  submitted  majoricy  and  mi- 
nority reports  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  as  follows : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and  order  passed 
by  the  IJoard  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the 
wideiiinij  and  extension  of  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany stieet  to  Dorchester  avenue,  having  care- 
fully considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report:  Swett  street,  as  at  pres- 
ent laid  out,  is  about  foi  ty-five  feet  in  width  and 
extends  from  Albany  street  to  Gerard  street — a  dis- 
tance of  about  seven  hundred  feet.  The  plan  of  im- 
provement presented  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
provides  for  widening  the  old  street  to  sixty  feet, 
and  extending  it  in  a  stiaight  line  to  Dorchester 
avenue,  at  the  inters  ection  ot  Dorchester  street 
and  Boston  street,  a  distance  of  about  4700  feet. 
The  general  grade  of  the  new  .street,  a.s  shown  on 
the  plan  of  the  City  Surveyor ,is  eighteen  feet  above 
mean  low  water,  except  where  it  approaches  and 
passes  under  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad.  The 
lowest  grade  under  the  railroad  bridge  is  fourteen 
feet.  The  act  of  the  Legislature  [1874,  chapter  387] 
I)rovides  that  the  street  shall  iiotcross  the  railroad 
at  grade.  Although  this  requirement  adds  con- 
siderably to  the  expense  of  building  the  street, 
the  public  safety  and  convenience  demand  it  in 
establishing  such  an  important  thoroughfare  as 
this.  The  present  grade  of  the  railroad,  at  the 
point  where  it  will  pass  over  the  street,  is  sixteen 
feet. 

It  is  desirable,  of  course,  that  highways  should 
pass  over  railroa  Is  wherever  it  is  practicable.  Tn 
this  case  thf  crossing  at  high  grade  would  neces- 
sitate raising  the  street  to  grade  thiit.v-seven  at 
the  bridge  :  and  all  the  parties  interested  agree  in 
the  opinion  that  the  low  grade  is  the  only  practi- 
cable one. 

The  estimates  for  laying  out  and  building  the 
street,  as  made  up  by"  the  Street  Commissioners 
and  the  City  Engineer,  are  as  follows : 
For  filling  Swett  street  (including  slopes),  23,000 

squares,  at  $6 $138,000 

Rip-rap  wall  mortli  side,  west  of  railroad  bridge), 

IBOC  square  yards,  at  $1.50 2,400 

Displaceinenc  of  tide  water,  39,000  cubic  yards, 

at  37  "i  cents 14,625 

For  filling  to  raise  the  grade  ot  the  Hartford   & 

Erie  Railroad  (including  slopes),  13,000  squares, 

at  $5 65,000 

Rip-rap   wall,   for  raising  railroad,  5000  square 

yards,  at  $1.50 7,500 

Displacement  of  tide  water  on  account  of  raising 

railroad,  17,000  cubic  yards 6,375 

Railroad  bridfre  over  Swett  street 26,227 

Estimate  of  land  damages 117,540 

Wooden  sluiceway  under  Swett  street 9,789 

Paving,  or   niacadannzing,  setting  edgestones, 

fencing,  etc 87,600 

Total  estimates $475,0.56 

The  owners  of  unoccupied  lands  and  flats 
through  which  the  street  is  extended  have  shown, 
from  the  beginning,  a  disposition  to  cooperate 
heartily  with  the  citym  carrying  out  the  imurove- 
ment.  They  offered  to  give  the  lands  and  flats 
taken  fromtheir  several  estates  for  the  widening 
and  extension  of  the  street,  and  release  all  srade 
damages,  including  the  right  to  slope  the  filling 
en  their  lands ;  ana,  as  it  was  somewhat  doubtful 
whether  the  city  would  be  able  to  collect  better- 
ments from  a  poition,at  least,  of  the  abutters, 
tbey  also  agreed  to  contribute,  towards  the  build- 
ing'ot  the  street,  such  an  amount  as  the  Street 
Commissioners  might  decide  to  be  just  and  equi- 
table. 

At  the  request  of  your  committee  the  commis- 
sioners  prepared   a  statement   of  the   amounts 


which,  in  their  opinion,  should  be  paid  by  these 
abutters  who  had  given  their  lands  and  released 
giade  damages,  and  by  others  who  were  inter- 
ested m  the  improvement,  but  who  were  not  abut- 
ters on  the  street  and  not  liable  to  assessment  un- 
der the  betterment  law.  These  parties  have  sev- 
erally signified  their  willingness  to  contribute  the 
sums  designated— the  whole  amounting  to  $60,000. 
The  estimated  value  of  lard  damages  released  is 
.$39,891.44 — making  the  total  amount  coniribiited 
in  this  way  .$99,891.44.  The  necessary  papers  to 
make  the  arrangement  binding  will  be  signed  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  prepared  by  the  City  Solicitor. 
In  addition  to  this  contribution  the  city  wUl  obtain 
a  considerable  amount  from  otfcer  .abutters  by  as- 
sessments in  the  usual  way  after  the  street  is  laid 
out  and  opened  to  publictiavel. 

The  necessity  of  providing  better  facilities  for 
communication  between  Soiich  Bosf^n  and  Rox- 
bury  has  long  been  recognized,  and  a  street  would 
have  been  laid  out  years  ago  hatl  it  not  been  for 
the  onerous  requirements  ot  the  State  in  regard  to 
building  a  pile  structure  over  South  Bay.  Under 
the  act  passed  last  winter,  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners have  approved  plans  by  which  the  expense 
of  construction  in  tide  waters  is  reduced  to  the 
minimum. 

The  times  are  peculiarly  favorable  to  the 
consummation  of  this  great  public  improvement 
upon  terms  the  most  advantageous  to  the  city. 
No  one  doubts  that  this  thoroughfare  ia  greatly 
needed  for  the  public  convenience  at  this  time, 
and  that  it  must  be  built  in  a  very  few  years  if  not 
now.  The  individuals  most  largely  benefited  have 
met  the  city  in  a  very  liberal  spirit.  If  the  work 
is  delayed  the  land  damages  and  the  cost  of  grad- 
ing will  be  largely  increased. 

For  these  reasons  the  coiranittee  would  recom- 
mend the  City  Council  to  concur  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  in  the  passage  of  the  resolve  and 
order;  and  they  would  also  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order  to  proviile  the 
means. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  T.  Clark,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested toieport  an  or<ler  providing  the  means 
for  widening  and  extending  Swett  stieet,  from 
Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  estimates  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers and  the  City  Engineer. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  JO'Ut  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  respectfully  dissents  from  the 
recommendation  of  the  majority  in  relation  to  the 
extension  of  Swett  street,  and  begs  leave  to  state 
his  reasons  therefor.  The  present  financial  con- 
dition of  the  city  is  such  that  the  Government 
would  not  be  justified  in  entering  upon  any  new 
and  expensive  undertaking  unless  it  was  clearly 
shown  that  the  public  intcre.sts  would  suffer  by 
delay.  In  the  case  now  under  consideration  no 
such  exigency  exists.  The  amount  of  travel 
which  would  be  accommodated  by  the  proposed 
new  street  would  be  very  sniall  for  many 
years  to  come.  We  are  called  upon  to  add  to 
our  already  heavy  burdens  for  the  puipose  of  pro- 
viding for'  a  condition  of  things  in  the  future 
which  may  never  exist.  But  admitting  that  the 
territory  through  which  this  street  is  laid  out  will 
in  time  be  occupied  for  business  purposes,  or  for 
dwelling  houses",  and  that  a  thoroughfare  similar 
to  the  one  proposed  will  be  required,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  delay  wUl  add  to  the  exi)euse 
on  the  part  of  the  city.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  more 
likely  that  it  will  be  reduced  thereby.  Tbc  first 
cost  of  the  improvement  may  Ive  placed  in  round 
numbers  at  half  a  million  dollars,  and  the  city 
would  inevitably  be  in  olved  in  other  expenses 
growing  out  of  it.  The  benefit,  for  the  present  at 
least.  Would  inure  mainly  to  the  owners  of  the  un- 
occupied lands  an<'  fiats  adjoining,  and  their 
proposition  to  contribute  one-fifth  of  the  first  cost 
cannoi  under  the  circumstances  be  characterized 
as  a  liberal  one.  The  construction  of  this  street 
will  give  a  definite  market  value  to  that  which  is 
now  practically  valueless.  Delay  on  the  part  of 
the  city,  instead  of  causing  these  interested  par- 
ties to  withdraw  their  offer,  will  probably  lead 
them,  and  should  lead  them,  to  offer  greater  in- 
ducements towards  carrying  out  the  improve- 
ment. If  the  street  is  to  be  laid  out  at  this  time 
in  advance  of  the  immediate  necessities  of  jiublic 
travel,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  cross 
the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  at  grade.  There  are 
numerous  railroad  crossings  at  grade  in  the  busiest 
streets  m  the  city ;  and  the  proposition  to  raise 
the  roadbed  of  the  railway  and  build  a  bridge  at 
an  expense  of  over  $100,000,  for  the  alleged  pur- 
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pose  of  accommodating  the  comparatively  small 
amount  r)f  travel  tbrouKh  this  street,  is  the  most 
extravagant  ever  presented  to  the  City  Council. 
By  the  time  the  street  becomes  of  any  practical 
value  the  railroad  may  be  di-continued  or  its  lo- 
cation chanced  ;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  quite 
as  inconvient  and  danj^erous  to  pass  under  a  rail- 
road as  it  is  to  cross  it  at  Krade.  If  the  subject 
was  properly  presented  to  the  Legislature  the  city 
would  undoubtedly  be  relieved  from  this  great 
expense. 

In  every  view  of  the  case,  thei'efore,  it  appears 
to  be  inexpedient  tor  fie  i  ity  to  concur  with  the 
Street  Commissioners  at  this  time,  and  the  under- 
signed would  recommend  that  the  whole  subject 
be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Cyrus  A.  Page. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Harris. 

DAVIS-STREET    DAMAGES. 

Alilerman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  ])art  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  order  to 
pay  Martin  Lennon  $71.87  for  Inud  taken  and  dam- 
ages caused  oy  tlie  widening  of  Davis  street,  near 
Albany  street,  by  an  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
Koxbiiry  in  18G7.'    Re:ul  twice  and  passed. 

INDICES   FOR  SUFFOLK  DEEDS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements 
with  the  Register  of  Deeds  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient for  the  preparation  of  the  classified  in- 
dices to  the  Suffolk  Deeds  for  the  year  1875,  includ- 
ing attachments  and  mechanics'  liens,  and  also  an 
index  to  the  sales  of  real  estate  for  taxes,  or  for 
sewerage,  betterment  and  other  assessments,  and 
to  plans  filed  in  the  registry  during  that  time— the 
expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $2800.  to  be 
charged  to  the  anpropriatiou  foi  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Read  once. 

WIDENING  OF  BOWDOIN  STREET,  WARD  16. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  submitted  a  report  recommending  that 
the  City  Council  pass  in  concurrence  with  the 
Street  Commissioners  the  resolve  and  order  [City 
Doc.  100]  for  the  widening  of  Bowdoin  i.treet  be- 
tween Adams  and  Washington  streets,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $26,099.80;  to  be  charged  to  the  ' 
appropriation  tor  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolve 
and  order  were  passed  and  sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthingfon,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  Dart  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
porf  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occuj;y  stables  as 
follows: 

In  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Gilman  &  Che- 
ney, 47  to  61  Medford  street,  for  four  additional 
horses;  Michael  Eagan,  North  Beacon  street: 
Ward  19,  for  four  additional  horses ;  Nelson  Down- 
ing, Fruit  street,  Ward  3.  for  two  additional 
horses. 

Recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions 
of  Thoiiias  Doo]ey,5tj0  Dorchester  avenue;  Thomas 
Eager,  Washington  street.  Ward  16;  J.  H.  Wig- 
glesworth,  Fifth  street,  near  O,  tor  two  additional 
horses. 

Also  report  in  favor  of  granting  a  permit  to 
Charles  Roberts  to  construct  a  cellar  below  grade 
on  Friend  street,  near  Traverse^street,  for  storage 
purposes. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  representing  that  n  >  further 
action  is  necessary  on  the  petitions  of  J.  C.  Dodge 
et  al.  for  a  gas  lam))  on  Monument  court,  Charles- 
town,  the  iirayer  of  said  petitioner  having  been 
granted ;  and  on  petition  of  L,ean(ler  H.  Jones, 
that  Foundry  court  be  lighteil  with  gas,  the 
lamps  having  been  located  as  far  as  the  mains  are 
laid.    Severally  accei)tPd. 

DRAKE'S  HISTORY  OF   BOSTON  RELINQUISHED. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 
"Jamfs  Power,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the,  Comviit- 
tee  OH  Printhir/  of  the  City  of, Boston :  Dear  Sir- 
On  the  1st  of  July,  1872.  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  by  vourself  on  behalf  of  the  city  and  myself 
for  continuing  the  history  of  Boston.  Soon  after 
this  agreement  I  had  ;i  period  of  rathei'  serious 
illness,  which  incapacitated  me  for  several 
moi'ths    from    mental   labor.    After  I   was  in   a 


measure  restored,  affairs  of  business  required  all 
of  my  time,  my  circumstances  not  admitting  it  to 
be  neglected.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  had 
prepared  two  or  three"  chapters  of  the  work.  It  is 
with  much  regret  I  feel  compelled  to  relinquish  it, 
feeling  too  much  the  infirmities  of  age  to  attempt 
its  continuance,  with  a  business  superaddefl  on 
which  1  am  dejiendent.  With  a  due  appreciation 
of  your  kind  agency  in  the  matter,  I  beg  leave  to 
.subscribe  myself,        Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Samuel  G.  Drake." 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  that  some  of  th6 
members  of  this  Board  will  remember  that  the 
city  appropriated  the  sum  of  .§5000  to  enable  Mr. 
Drake  to  continue  the  compilation  of  the  histoi-y 
of  the  city  of  Boston  which  he  had  been  engaged 
upon,  and  a  contract  was  entered  into  bv  myself, 
representing  the  city,  with  Mr.  Drake,  it  ajjpears 
now  that  be  is  unable  to  carry  out  the  contract.  I 
move  that  the  communication  be  referred  to  the 
CoinmittPe  on  Printing. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  communication 
was  sent  down. 

BOSTON     water     power      COMPANY'S     IMPROVE- 
MENTS  ON  BACK  BAY. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  lollow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  "Wa- 
ter l^ower  Company,  assignees  of  N.  C.  Munsoii, 
for  the  payment  of  an  instalment  under  the  con- 
tract with  the  city  for  the  construction  of  certain 
streets  on  the  Back  Bay,  having  considered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  or<lers. 

For  the  committee. 

JohnT.  Clark, 

Chairman. 

Wbereas,  The  City  Council,  by  an  order  passed 
the  27tli  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1871,  agreed  to 
pay  IVorman  C.  Munson  the  sum  of  $.300,000  in  case 
he  would  construct,  or  cause  to  be  constructed, 
within  two  years,  and  graded  to  an  elevation  of 
not  less  th  m  eighteen  feet  above  mean  low  waler, 
the  following-named  streets  and  avenues :  Com- 
monwealth  avenue,  200  feet  wide,  from  Exeter 
street  to  its  junction  with  the  proposed  extension 
of  West  Chester- p.irk  street;  Huntington  avenue, 
100 feet  wide,  from  Boylston  street  to  Camden 
street,  and  West  Chester-park  street  from  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  to  Beacon  street; 
and  would  convey,  or  cause  to  be  conveyed,  said 
avenues  and  street  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
would  release,  or  procure  to  be  released,  to  the 
city,  all  claims  by  all  persons  affected  thereby  for 
damages  on  account  of  the  grading  of  said  avenues 
and  st''eet,  and  also  would  do  certain  other  things 
named  in  the  said  order ;  and 

Whereas,  The  s.aid  Norman  C.  Munson  accepted 
said  proposition  of  the  City  Council,  and  executed 
the  proper  papers  obligating  himself  to  carry  the 
same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  carried,  into  effect; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Munson  has 
assianed  to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  all 
his  right  to  receive  payment  under  the  said  agree- 
ment with  the  city  of  Boston;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Waaler  Power  Company  has 
partly  completed  the  work  to  be  performed  imder 
the  said  contract  and  has  applied  to  the  city  for 
the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  full  amount  w'hich 
the  city  agreed  to  pay  upon  the  completion  of  the 
work  ;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hei'eby 

tlidered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Laying  Out  and  AVidening 
Streets  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thrusand 
dollars  whenever  the  said  company  conveys  or 
causes  to  be  conveyed  to  the  city,  in  a  form  satis- 
factory to  the  City  Solicitor,  the  fee  of  not  less 
than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  territory  underhing 
the  said  street  and  avenues  within  the  limits 
named  in  the  said  contract,  and  fills  the  portion 
of  sud  street  and  avenues  so  conveyed  to  the 
grade  required  by  said  contract,  and  in  all  other 
respects  complies  with  the  requiiements  of  said 
contract  so  far  as  relates  to  the  portions  so  con- 
veyed ;  but  such  payment  shall  not  be  construed 
as  releasing  the  said  Munson  or  the  said  Water 
Power  Company  from  any  of  the  stipulations  or 
provisions  in  tlie  said  contract. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
to  enable  the  Joint-  Standing  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  Laving  out  and  Widening  Streets, 
to  pay  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  sum 
of  $200,000,  being  an  instalment  of  the  amount  to 
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'be  paid  under  the  contract  for  filling,  and  con- 
veying to  the  city  certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay. 
Read  once,  and  subsequently  ordered  to  be 
printed  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  who,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  included  the 
contract  between  the  city  and  Air.  Monson  in  the 
motion  to  print. 

SPECIAL  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thvirsday 
next,  17th  instant,  at  12  M.,  and  that  a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  returns  of 
the  municipal  election  to  be  held  tomorrow. 
Aldermen  Feters,  Cutter  and  Bigelow  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

GENERAL  BDTLEE'S  OFFER  OF  SDDBUBY  RIVER. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which,  at  the  list  meeting,  the  communication 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  stating  the  re- 
fusal of  the  mill  owners  on  Sudbury  and  Concord 
rivers  to  agree  to  any  diversion  of  Sudbury  River 
into  Lake  Cochituate,  was  seno  down  to  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  we  shall  hear  some 
reason  tor  a  rec^nsideratlon  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Hall— Some  time  ago  I  presented  a 
communication  from  General  Butler  tendering  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  in  its  present  emergency,  the 
use  of  Sudbury  River,  without  any  claim  of  dam- 
age from  the  mill  owners.  That  communication 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water, 
and  by  them  referred  to  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  who  have  entirely  ignored  General  B\itler 
in  this  matter,  and  sent  a  communication  to  each 
and  every  one  of  the  mill  owners,  though  of  what 
nature  I  am  unable  to  find  out  as  yet.  J  have 
asked  the  chairman  of  the  Water  Board  and  the 
City  Clerk  for  a  copy  of  ihat  communication,  but 
up  to  the  present  time  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
out  what  sort  of  a  communication  was  sent  to  the 
mill  owners.  For  the  purjiose  of  finding  out  what 
that  communication  was,  and  in  what  position  it 
proposed  to  place  the  mill  owners,  and  to  place 
the  fOsitTon  of  General  Butler  fairly  before  the 
public.  I  have  moved  this  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Stebbins — 1  am  not  aware  that  the 
Committee  on  Water,  or  the  Water  Board,  have 
ignored  General  Butler  in  the  leasi  in  this  mattec. 
The  c»mmunication  was  presented  to  the  City 
Council  and  by  them  referred  to  the  Committee 
or«  Water,  who,  after  due  consideration,  rtijorted 
back  an  order  giving  authorily  to  the  Water 
Board  to  obtain  from  the  mill  owners,  for  whom 
Geaeral  Butler  represented  that  he  was  authorized 
to  speak,  their  consent  to  his  pioposition.  The 
Water  Board  immediately  sent  an  agent  to  the 
various  mdl  owners,  with  the  original  letter  of 
General  Butler  beaiine  this  indorsement: 

"The  undersigned  severally  ratify  and  confirm 
the  foregoing  offer  made   oy  General  B.  F.  Butler 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  undersigned. 
ISov.  23,1874." 

Not  one  of  the  mill  owners  was  willing  to  sign 
the  offer  made  by  General  Butler  at  the  time  it 
was  presented  to  them,  and  they  did  not  distinctly 
state  that  General  Butler  was  authorized  to  make 
such  an  offer. 

Alderman  Hall — Did  you  not  state  that  they  did 
distinctly  state  to  your  agent  that  they  did  author- 
ize General  Butler  to  make  that  proposition?  "Let 
us  have  it ;  yes  or  no  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  statement  I  made  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  mill  owners  were  aware  of 
the  tender  which  General  Butler  made  in  their 
behalf,  but  some  of  them  intimated  in  very  strong 
language  that  it  was  a  piece  of  assurance  on  the 
part  of  General  Butler  to  make  the  proposition  iu 
such  strong  terms  as  he  had,  and  for  the  present 
they  should  object  to  ratifying  it,  but  if,  during 
the  winter,  the  city  of  Boston  should 
find  itself  out  of  watel',  they  might  possibly 
consent  to  the  water  being  turned  into 
Lake  Cochituate.  That  is  the  way  the  matter 
stands  to  lay.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a 
portion  of  the  mills  are  run  by  water  power  en- 
tirely, and  when  thev  found  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton could,  at  a  considerable  expense,  pump  water 
for  a  few  weeks,  they  said  they  rather  preferred 
that  the  city  should  bear  it  than  that  they  should 
have  to  put  in  steam.  All  the  parties  were  seen, 
with  one  exception,  and  no  one  of  them  has 
signified  a  willingness  to  sign  the  proposition 
made  by  General  Butler.  Meantime  the  water  in 
Lake  Cochituate  is  becoming  rapidly  reducd ; 
the  lake  showed  a  fall  of  two   inches  this  morn- 


ing, leaving  us  with  only  thirty  days'  consump- 
tion for  the  city,  so  that  unless  we  have  rain  or 
take  the  Sudbury  River  the  citizens  will  be  placed 
on  a  very  short  allowance  after  a  few  weeks. 

Alderman  Hall— By  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  Common  Council  1  see  the  explaration 
given  by  Mr.  Pease,  on  Nov.  10,  who  states  the 
tacts  as  I  presume  they  were— 

"The  communication  from  General  Butler,  in 
behalf  of  certain  mill  owners  using  the  water  of 
Sudbury  River,  was  presented  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen late  Monday  evening  and  by  them  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water.  At  nine 
o'clock  Tuesday  morning  a  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Mayor's  office,  at  which  were  present  his  Hon- 
or the  Mayor,  the  City  Solicitor,  the  City  Engineer, 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Water  Committee.  The 
generous  offer  of  General  Butler  was  carefully 
considered,  the  City  Solicitor  giving  his  opinion 
that  there  was  no  legal  objection  to  accepting  the 
offer." 

The  City  Solicitor  is  considered  the  legal  author- 
ity of  this  city  on  water,  and  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  this  oninion,  and  the  Water  Board  desire 
to  accept  General  Butler's  oft'er,  why  do  they 
seek  to  get  other  authority?  If  General  Butler  is 
financially  sound  that  proijosition  is  good,  and 
why  do  you  seek  for  more?  The  mill  owners  did 
not  state  exactly  what  the  gentleman  has  said, 
but  they  did  state  substantially  that  they  did  au- 
thorize General  Butler  to  make  this  ])r6position. 
The  fact  is  General  Butler  did  tender  the  water 
for  the  mill  owner- ,  and  tne  city  of  Boston  had  au- 
thority to  take  that  water.  We  could  have  taken 
Sudbury  River  and  had  an  abnndaice  of  water 
now.  That  is  the  tact.  I  ain  ready  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  General  Butler  and  turn  that  water 
on.  Every  man  knows  that  was  sutficient  authori- 
ty for  it,  and  why  do  yu  vac  Hate  about  it?  There 
is  an  abundance'of  water  in  the  river  today.  The 
stieam  rises  very  quickly  after  a  rain.  Why  then 
this  communication  to  the  mill  owners?  It  is  to 
hurl  back  to  General  Butler  the  charge  that  he 
could  not  be  trusted  to  do  a  gracious  act.  Gentle- 
men, you  will  have  to  take  the  Sudbury  water, 
and  you  will  have  to  pay  General  Butler  for  doing 
it.  Here  was  a  gracious  offer  to  the  city  in  its 
emergency  by  General  Butler,  and  why  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  decent  did  you  not  consult  him 
about  it,  and  not  go  outsiae  of  his  proposition  and 
entirely  ignore  the  man  who  made  the  otter  in 
good  faith?  He  has  full  authority  to  make  such 
an  offei.  He  owns  more  than  half  the  mill  privi- 
leges on  that  river,  and  when  you  seize  that  water 
you  will  have  to  jiay  him  for  a  large  part  of  it. 
There  is  no  use  dodging  round  this  question  be- 
cause it  comes  from  a  man  w  hom  it  is  popular 
just  now  to  iirnoie.  We  are  here  to  legislate 
for  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  ^  why  do  we  not  do  it, 
and  not  act  in  everything  like  mere  poli- 
ticians? We  nee^  that  water.  General  Butlfr 
has  made  us  a  free  offer  of  it,  and  why  did  not  the 
Water  Board  take  it?  The  offer  was  not  accept- 
ed simply  because  it  wa^  made  by  a  man  whose 
cause  it  is  not  now  popular  to  espouse.  In  the 
name  of  all  that  is  rlecent,  is  it  for  the  intere't  of 
the  city  to  try  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  a  mag- 
nanimous propo^ition,  while  at  the  same  time  ut- 
terly ignoring  the  man  vt^ho  made  it?  And  could 
the  mill  owners  be  expected  to  sign  any  and  every 
paper  sent  to  them  without  cousultat.on  with  their 
counsel? 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  true  that  Mr.  Healy 
said  there  is  no  objection  to  accepting  the  propo- 
sition ;  but  he  al'osaid  it  would  be  necessary  for 
the  mill  owners  to  sign  the  tendei-  made  by  Gen- 
eral Butler — that  while  General  Butler's  offer  was 
good,  so  far  as  the  mills  he  represented,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  save  the  city  harndess  for  the 
other  mill  owners  interested  in  the  w  ater  of  Sud- 
bury River  to  sign  the  ageement.  That,  I  believe, 
is  a  fair  statement  of  the  whole  matter. 

Alderman  Hall — In  regard  to  this  communica- 
tion from  General  Butler :  Aftertendenngthis  wa- 
ter on  behalf  of  several  mill  owners,  he  says  fur- 
ther, "I  have  authority  to  make  tlii.«  cominunica- 
tion,"  and  "I  speak  authoritatively  for  the  mill 
owners."  He  covers  all  the  ground.  The  City  So- 
licitor decided  that  if  General  Butler  is  financially 
sound  and  reliab'e,  that  proposition  was  good.  It 
is  no  more  nor  less  than  a  slur  at  Geneial  Butler 
to  go  behind  him  and  attempt  to  get  other  author- 
ity without  first  consulting  him  who  made  the  of- 
fer. Furthermore,  I  communicated  with  General 
Butler  on  this  subject.  I  sent  him  a  copy  of  this 
communication  from  the  Water  Board,  and  in  re- 
ply I  received  this  despatch: 
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"Wasmingtox,  D.  C  Dec.  13, 1874. 
To  Hon.  A.J.  Hall— Copy  of   report   has  just 
come  to  liaiid.    Sec  my  letter  to  Dean.     Was  away 
from  Washington  when  your  telegram  came. 

BENJ.  F.  IJUTLEK." 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  move  that  this  motion  tj  re- 
consider may  he  laid  on  the  table  until  1  can  get 
tliis  eommunieation  iu  writing  from  the  Water 
Board  to  see  just  how  the  matter  stands. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE   lIORSE-CAll  liLOfKADE. 

Alderman  Peters  oifered  the  following,  saying 
that  as  it  was  very  important  and  urgent,  he 
should  move  that  it  take  its  second  reading: 

Ordered,  That  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  rrescott 
1)6  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a  plan  to  re- 
lieve Tremont  and  Washington  streets  of  the 
blocks  which  daily  occur  tlierein,  paying  due  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  the  public  to  be  conveyed 
through  said  streets. 

Alderman  Prescott— 1  move  that  order  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Peters — That  opens  the  door  for  a 
few  remarks  in  regard  to  the  proposed  reference 
to  the  committee.  As  one  of  that  committee,  1 
offered  that  order  because  we  have  several  times 
tried  to  report  an  acceptable  plan,  but  every  order 
we  have  introduced  has  been  dt  feated  by  the  mas- 
sive mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  "  8  [Alder- 
man Stebijins]  and  the  fluent  eloquence  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Alderman  Prescott].  If 
they  should  show  a  comprehensive  gra-p  of  the 
requirements  of  the  future  by  reporting  an  order 
to  widen  Tremont  and  Boylston  streets  by  cut- 
ting twenty  feet  from  the  Common,  between 
Park-street  Church  and  Park  square,  I  can 
suggest  a  way  to  make  the  Common  larger 
than  it  is  now,  and  that  is  by  removing  the  bodies 
now  lying  in  the  burying  "erround  on  the  Com- 
mon, where  they  have  been  harassed  enough. 
By  doing  that  we  shall  affortl  a  larger  breathing 
ground  for  the  whol  ;■  city,  and  the  dead  bodies 
can  be  consigned  to  peaceful  repose  at  Mount 
Hope.  There  IS  a  precedent  for  this.  Forty  years 
ago  that  burial  ground  extended  to  Boylston 
street,  and  the  tombs  were  removed  to  make  a 
pleasure  ground,  which  is  now  the  Boylston.street 
mall. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Accepting  the  suggestions 
of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17  in  good  faith ,  I  offer 
a  resolve  which  I  ask  may  be  read  before  the  or- 
der at  present  under  consideration  is  a' ted  upon. 

Alderman  Peters— As  the  question  is  on  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading,  I  should  object  to  the 
introduction  of  another  until  a  vote  is  taken. 

Tke  Chairman  reminded  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  17  thpt  the  question  was  on  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  17  intended  this  as  a  joke  or 
not,  as  the  Board  has  no  special  business  before  it. 
But  I  offered  this  resolve  in  good  faith,  as  my 
contribution  towards  the  solution  of  this  very  cif- 
ftcult  question  of  relieving  Tremont  and  Washing- 
ton streets  from  the  blocks  of  hor:-e  cars  and 
teams.  I  hope  the  first  order  will  not  be  i)assed, 
but  that  the  resolve  may  be  read  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Peters— I  make  no  objection ;  I  should 
be  glad  to  hear  it  read. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  (offered  bv 
Alderman  Stebbins): 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  afford  some  relief  for  the 
crowde<l  condition  of  Tremont  and  Washington 
streets,  it  is  therefore  hereby 

Res(dved,  That  an  additional  location  should  be 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  of 
a  single  track  from  Summer  street  through  Haw- 
ley  and  Milk  streets  to  their  ])resent  location  on 
Washington  street, -with  the  necessary  curves  and 
connections,  and  said  railroad  corporation  is  re- 
(juested  to  make  application  to  this  Board  for  said 
location. 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  completion  of  the  fore- 
going locations  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board, 
recommended  that  one-half  in  number  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  cars  shall  leave  their  pres- 
ent track  at  Kingston  street,  and  pass  through 
Kiniiston,  Summer,  Hawley,  Milk,  Washington 
and  Essex  streets  to  their  present  outward  route 
— and  that  the  other  half  in  number  of  said  cars 
shall  use  their  present  route  via  Cornhill  and 
Washington  street,  down  Summer  and  Chaunoy 
streets,  through  Harrison  avenue  and  Beach  street. 

The  cars  of  the  Metropolitan  Railioad,  from 
Brookline  and  Jamaica  Plain,  shall  pass  on  enter- 


ing the  city  through  Eliot  and  Washington  streets 
no  farther  north  than  Boylston  street,  and  ohall 
return  through  Tremont  street.  Thecirs  from 
Forest  Hills,  Dorchester  and  Upham's  Corner 
shall  pass  no  farther  north  than  Bovlston  street, 
and  shall  return  through  Tremont  and  Dover 
streets. 

'Ihe  Egleston  square  and  Norfolk  House  cars 
shall  pass  no  farther  north  than  Temple  place, 
and  shall  retura  through  said  place,  Washington, 
Bovlston,  Tremont  and  Dover  streets,  or  via  Tem- 
jde  place,  Washington  and  Essex  streets,  through 
Harrison  avenue,  Dover  and  Washington  streets. 
The  Tremont-street,  Lenox-street,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Beacon-street,  West  End,  Depot,  Chelsea  and  East 
Boston  Ferry  lines  shall  occupy  their  present  loca- 
tions, except  that  one-half  in  number  of  all  the 
cars  on  said  lines  \chich  run  to  the  West  End,  the 
depots  or  ferries,  shall  return  via  Washington  and 
Essex  streets. 

All  the  Highland  Street  Railroad  cars  shall  pass 
down  Tremont  street  to  Temple  place,  and  return 
through  Temple  place,  Washington  and  Boylston 
streets;  provided  that  said  railroad  company  may, 
if  they  so  elect,  run  a  number  of  their  cais,  not 
exceeding  ten  each  hour,  around  the  Cornhill 
route. 

The  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  shall  not  run 
their  lines  south  of  Scoilay  square,  proviiled  that 
they  may  run  a  number  of  cars,  not  exceeding  ten 
each  hour,  through  Washington  and  Boylston 
stteets  and  return  on  Tremont  street. 
,  It  is  further  Re  olved.  That  upon  the  com])le- 
tion  of  the  routes  as  above  set  forrh,it  will  also 
be  expedient  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  remove  their  ticket  office  from  Tremont 
street  to  some  suitable  point  near  Boylston  street, 
and  to  provide  in  connection  therewith  a  commo- 
dious ^'aiting  room  for  their  patrons,  and  also  for 
the  Metropolitan  and  South  Boston  Railroad  com- 
panies to  furnish  checks  without  charge  to  all 
passengers  paying  full  fare  in  ai.y  of  their  cars, 
which  shall  entitle  the  holders  to  transportation 
on  the  day  of  the  issue  of  any  check  to  the  north- 
ern depots  or  ferries  in  such  cars  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  as  run  to  said  depots  or  ferries. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  ask  that  the  re- 
solve may  take  its  second  reading  today,  prefer- 
ring that' it  may  be  printed  for  the  information  of 
the  Board  and  the  public.  I  will  briefly  state  what 
the  change  will  do  for  th:>  relief  of  Tremont  street, 
if  some  such  plan  is  carried  out.  It  will  remove 
from  Tremont  street  215  c?rs  of  tbe  South  Boston 
Railroad,  and  99  cars  of  the  various  Metropolitan 
lines,  taking  314  cars  from  Tremont  street  between 
Boylston  sti  eet  and  CornhUl,  and  215  cars  from 
Tremont  street  north  of  Temple  piace,  re- 
moving the  great  obstruction  to  the  cars 
enteri  ig  and  leaving  Temple  place.  I  have 
watched  this  matter  pretty  carcivlly  for  the  last 
few  weeks,  and  I  find  the  block>  are  caused  there 
in. great  measure  by  cars  going  out  of  the  city 
crossing  the  track  of  the  cars  on  the  inward  rouie, 
and  we  all  know  that  when  the  cars  once  get 
blockei ,  it  takes  a  good  while  to  get  the  street  in 
good  running  condition.  The  plan  proposed  will 
allow  all  the  cars  to  continue  running  out  on  "Wash- 
ington street  without  crossing  the  inward 
track;  it  also  obviates  the  necessity  for  a  double 
track  on  Washington  stieet;  iteontinue^  thepies- 
ent  number  of  Highland  cars  to  Cornhill  and  the 
pratent  number  of  Middlesex  cars  round  the  circuit, 
giving  the  latter  the  advantage  of  going  to  Boyls- 
ton street  instead  of  Temple  place.  It  also  gives 
215  South  Bostoa  cars,  which  u-  e  the  circuit,  a  more 
desirable  location  than  they  now  have — they  are 
run  in  by  the  new  post  office  and  out  by  Wash- 
ington and  Essex  streets;  the  public  will  be  fur- 
nished with  more  accommodations  than  they  have 
today,  and  if  the  plan  can  be  carried  out  I  think 
it  will  mate lially  help  the  patrons  of  this  lire. 
There  may  be  som'!  objections  made  by  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  to  the  ♦emoval  of  their  office  to 
Boylston  street,  but  I  think  the  member-;  of  this 
Board  will  admit  that  the  time  has  come 
when  so  large  a  number  of  the  Metro- 
politan cars  shall  go  no  farther  north 
than  Boylston  street  and  tbat  the  company 
should  give  checks  which  wiU  entitle  their  pat- 
ions  to  ride  to  the  variouj  depots  and  ferries  and 
the  different  points  at  the  North  and  West  Ends. 
This  plan  continues  the  Lenox-street  line  to  the 
present  switch  by  the  Granary  Burial  Ground,  and 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  that  switch  was 
put  there  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
relieve  Washington  street,  it  being  deemed  neces- 
sary at  that  time.  The  Tremont--;treet,  Jamaica 
Plain,  and  other  lines  were  discontinued  round 
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the  circuit,  and  they  returned  directly  from  the 
Tremont  House.  This  is  my  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty;  it  is  possible  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
may  have  something  better  to  offer  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Alderman  Peters— If  there  is  no  objection,!  will 
withdraw  my  order.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  run  the  South  Boston  cars  up  Kingston 
street  cannot  be  carried  out,  the  grade  being  such 
that  if  the  cars  stop  they  caunot  start  again  with- 
out great  difficulty.  So  there  is  no  use  in  putting 
that  in  the  Older. "  Then  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  the  nght  to  say  that  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road shall  have  a  commodious  waiting  room. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  merely  in  the  form 
of  a  suggestion,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  present 
station  will  have  to  be  removed,  as  the  public 
have  voted  it  a  nuisance.  As  to  King-ton  street, 
there  is  very  little  grade  there;  not  enough  to 
cause  a  niace'rial  difficulty. 

AJderman  Hall — I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
we  have  power  to  order  a  railroad  corporation  to 
lay  a  track  in  any  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  the  Alcieiman  from 
Ward  10  had  paid  careful  attention  to  the  reading 
of  the  resolve  he  would  have  seen  that  it  i';  mere- 
ly a  suggestion,  and  not  an  order. 

Alderman  Peters  was  given  leave  to  withdraw 
his  order. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  but  one  word  ro  say  to 
the  proposition  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8.  1 
am  aware  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  piolilem  that 
we  have  to  solve  in  regulating  the  running  of 
these  horse  cars-,  and  preventing  the  jams  and  ob- 
structions that  we  see  on  several  of  our  streets, 
particularly  Washington  and  Tremont  streets. 
I  think  the  Paving  (.ommittee  presented  a  veiy 
feasible  and  proper  plan,  but  the  Board  did  not 
so  consider  It  and  refused  to  adopt  it.  Notwith- 
standing that,  I  think  they  presented  the  besc 
nlah  that  has  been  proposed  to  the  Board,  and  I 
voted  for  it;  but  a-  the  Board  refused  to  adopt  it 
we  must  find  some  other  plan.  We  must  look  at 
matters  as  we  find  them.  We  shall  not  be 
able  to  get  through  our  streets  durine:  the 
winter  if  the  cars  continue  as  they  are 
rui.niiig  at  the  present  time.  Consequently  I  am 
very  glad  this  project  has  been  proposed  for  us  to 
consider;  although  I  do  not  think  it  is  without  ob- 
jections, I  believe  it  is  worthy  of  our  considera- 
tion. Perhaps  some  amendment  can  be  made  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Board  and  serve  the  public. 
Public  accommodation  is  the  first  consideration, 
I  suppose,  not  only  for  this  Board, but  the  railroad 
lompauie--,  and  I  for  one  am  glad  the  matter  lia^ 
been  brought  before  us  in  its  present  shape. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  that  the  resolve  be 
laid  ou  the  table  and  printed. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  like  to  state  that 
that  resolve  was  offered  on  ray  own  responsibility 
and  without  consultation  with  a  single  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  a  horse  railroad  offi- 
cial. 

Alderman  Cutter— Ic  seems  to  me  that  if  this  is 
printed,  other  members  of  this  Board  will  claim 
the  piivilejie  of  printing  their  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions. The  Committee  on  Paving  made  all 
these  suggestions  to  the  railroad  companies,  but 
they  declined  to  petition  for  the  right  to  run  in 
th'^sc  localities.  Therefore,  you  can  print  the 
orders  and  resolves,  but  until  these  railioad  eom- 
panirs  comply  with  them,  and  petition  for  the  lo- 
catioi:s,  they  will  amount  to  nothing.  We  have 
been  nver  the  uhole  ground,  bur,  Ihe  suggestions 
madt'  b.v  the  coiunittee  have  been  met  with  ridi- 
cule by  the  Aldermen  from  Wards  8  and  I),  they 
have  hot  been  considered  judicious.  If  we  can 
relieve  the  streets  of  the  blocks,  I  am  willing  to 
vote  to  have  every  member  put  his  thoughts  and 
suggt'stions  i  ]  writing,  if   they  will  do  any  good. 

Alderman  Stebbin-— i  am  not;  aware  that  1  nave 
ridiculed  any  proposition  coming  from  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Paving.  On  the  contrarv,  I  have  care- 
fully considered  them,  and  I  find  that  they  all 
offer  very  serious  objections.  But  it  seems  to"  me 
that  the  committee  relied  too  much  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  horse  railroad  companies,  and  not 
enough  upon  their  own  individual  judgment.  Of 
course  the  railroads  aie  likely  to  look  out  more 
for  their  own  interest,  and  they  usually  want  more 
than  they  can  get;  they  want  double  tracks  on 
Washington  street  if  they  can  get  them.  But  it  is 
for  this  Board  to  lookout  for  the  interest-^  of  the 
great  public  who  use  these  roads  and  do  business 
on  the  line  of  their  tiacks. 

Alderman  Peters— I  wish  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man.   We  sent  for   the    railruad    companies  and 


asked  them  to  put  in  a  petition  for  the  location  on 
Washington  street.  If  any  gentleman  can  offer  a 
feasible  plan  I  hope  it  will  be  printed,  and  I  am 
sure  we  never  can  understand  this  until  we  see  it 
in  print. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  from  Waid  g 
geems  to  think  the  Committet  on  Paving  merely 
wish  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  corporations.  1 
want  totell  liim  that  that  is  not  the  case.  The 
corporations  generally  recommend  what  is  for 
their  interest  and  what  will  accommodate  their 
patrons.  It  is  no  use  for  them  to  run  their car.s  un- 
less the  public  lide  in  them,  and  the  public  will 
not  do  that  unless  the  cars  go  where  the  people 
desiiethem.  So  I  say,  we  should  get  the  railroad 
officers  together,  for  they  are  rhe  men  to  get  ideas 
from,  rather  than  a  promiscuous  crjwd  from  out- 
side, each  one  of  whom  would  have  a  different 
opinion.  We  have  endeavored  to  do  that  which 
would  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  largest  number. 
The  suggestions  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8 
have  all  been  explained  to  the  different  individ- 
uals who  represent  these  roads;  if  they  are  for 
the  public  good  and  the  railroacis  will  comply 
with  them,  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  adopt 
them.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  suggest  and  another 
to  produce.  If  trie  gentleman's  suggestions  will 
be  the  production  of  any  relief  I  ain  willing  to 
vote  for  them. 

Alderman  Hall— I  shall  be  glad  to  have  these 
resolutions  in  print,  though  their  fairness  is  not  at 
present  plain  to  me.  You  make  the  Metropolitan 
cars  from  .Vlt.  Pleasant  stop  at  Boyl.>ton  street, 
and  allow  the  Highland  cars  from  the  same  point 
to  run  to  Temple  place  on  the  Metropolitan  track; 
if  that  is  fairness  I  cannot  see  it.  Or  is  it  fair  to 
allow  the  Highland  cars  to  run  from  the  Roxbury 
l)ost  office  round  the  circuit  over  the  Metropolitan 
track,  while  the  Metropolitan  cars  are  not  allowed 
to  go  there  on  their  own  rails? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  wonld  remind  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  that  the  resolve  provides  for 
no  such  arrangement. 

Alderman  Hall — I  ceitainly  so  understoyd  it 
from  the  reading. 

Alderman  Worthingtmi — I  move  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Last  week  a 
gentleiuan  asked  to  be  beard,  an  I  it  \va  '  voted  to 
leter  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers 
of  the  Poor;  I  think  we  should  refer  this  in  the 
same  way.  If  the  Committee  on  Paving  deem  it 
exuedient  they  can  bring  it  before  this  Board. 

Alderman  ''utter — I  nope  the  motion  to  print 
will  jirevail,  as  if  it  comes  to  us  it  should  be 
printed  so  that  we  may  understand  it. 

Alderman  Worthiugton— 1  suggest  that  it  would 
be  cheaper  to  employ  a  clerk  to  read  it  to  the 
committee  than  to  print  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  is  very  evident  that  this 
talk  in  regard  to  relieving  Tremont  street  will  be 
of  no  avail  during  the  coming  week,  for  no  action 
will  b^^  taken.  I  trust  that  before  another  week 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Committees  on  Police  and  Paving  will  see  that 
the  railroad  corporations  complv  with  the  orders 
of  this  Board,  and  not  be  allowed  to  run  any  more 
cars  than  they  have  aright  to  run.  1  believe  it 
that  is  attended  to  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  personally,  it  will  relieve  Tre- 
mont slr^et  and  Temple  place  to  a  certain  extent. 
Permission  was  given  ceit.iin  railroad  com- 
panies til  run  te-i  or  twelve  c^ars  an  hour 
round  the  circuit,  and  I,  for  one,  should  like  to 
know  if  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  find  out 
whether  the  railroad  corporations  to  whom  we 
granted  those  rights  have  exceeded  that  number 
of  cars,  and  if  'hey  ai  e  doing  it  continually  every 
hour  in  theday  wheiiitis  convenien'V  for  them,  and 
if  they  iiin  all  the  cars  they  choose?  1  believe  that 
if  those  two  railroad  corporations  we;  e  hehl  Sirict- 
ly  to  then  rights,  and  not  grai.ted  any  more,  such 
action  would  tend  to  relieve  Teuiiiie  place  and 
Tremont  street.  On  Saturday  last  1  saw  five  of 
the-e  cars  pass  a  given  point  in  one  minute— twen 
ty-five  times  a>  many  per  hmir  as  that  corpora- 
tion have  the  right  to  run  there.  Three  of  those 
cars  were  close  together,  then  there  was  one  ."Metro- 
politan car,  and  then  two  of  the  other  corporation. 
The  result  was  a  block  on  Teinp  e  place  of  fifteen 
minutes'  duration.  I  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
Committees  on  Paving  and  Police  will  see  that 
these  coriioiatious  are  kept  within  the  limit  ot  the 
number  of  cars  they  were  a'lowed  to  run  round 
the  circuit  by  a  vote  of  this  Board  some  months 
since.  I  am  of  the  oinnion  that  these  corfiora- 
tions  are,  for  some  reason,  crowding  in  every  car 
that  they  can,  irrespeiaive  of  the  rights  granted 
by  this  Board,  and  the  blocks  caused  there  aie  ab- 
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-solutely  (lis{;ry(!eful  so  long  as  we  have  a  Boj,rd  of 
Aldermen  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  f^entleman  gives  this 
Hoard  to  understand  that  it  is  my  duty  to  see  that 
these  cori>orations  run  their  cars  according  to 
law  ;  that  the  cars  should  be  so  many  feet  apart; 
that  when  cars  congregate  togethf;r  an<l  cause 
blocks,  every  vacant  space  shoald  be  filled  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Folice.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Police  Committee  knows  no  such  duty. 
If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  knows  of  anybody 
who  is  violating  the  law,  it  is  his  duty  to  report  it. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  get  u])  here  and  talk  about 
genernlities  ;  but  what  is  the  number  of  the  car? 
1  do  not  know  of  any  corporation  which  is  break- 
ing; the  rules  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  ridiculous  to  suppose 
that  ihe  permission  given  to  two  corporations  to 
run  one  car  in  five  minutes  should  make  all  those 
blocks.  I  made  the  i-emarks  I  did  to  suggest  that 
the  blocks  might  be  relieved  to  a  certain  extent 
by  either  enforcing  the  rule  or  revoking  the  per- 
niission. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Committee  on  Paving 
think  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Metropol- 
itan Railroad  to  see  that  no  more  cars  of  other 
corporations  were  run  there  than  is  legal,  for  they 
would  take  passengers  from  the  Metropolitan. 
And  I  do  not  believe  they  do. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table  was 
rejected — 5  for,  7  against;  and  the  motion  of  Al- 
derman Worthinj;  ton  to  refer  the  resolve  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  was  carried. 


TRANSFERS     AND     ADDITIONAL     APPROPH1ATION.S. 

The  chairman,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance submitted  a  report  on  various  matters  pre- 
viously referred  to  said  committee,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authori/zed  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
serveiJ  f'und  to  the  appropriation  for  Chnrch- 
street  liistrict  the  sum  of  .'$2900;  to  that  for  Pub- 
lic Buildings  the  sum  of  .'J27,000;  also  to  charge  to 
the  appropriation  for  graramar-schoolhouse, 
Ward  15,  the  sum  of  $48.. 'it;  assessed  as  a  tax  uion 
land  purchased  of  .John  Johnson  for  enlargement 
of  saitl  schoolhouse. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  altentien  to  the  pro- 
ceedinirs  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  page  515,  of 
1873,  which  he  hoped  they  would  read  before  the 
next  session. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  or- 
der to  p.ay  Elizabeth  L.  Francis  $10,176.09  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  extension 
of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park  square,  and  rescind- 
ing the  order  passed  Dec.  7  to  pay  $10,506.97  to  the 
same  person. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  Board  ad- 
iourued,  and  stood  adjourned  till  Thursday,  17th 
instant,  at  12  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    17,    1874. 


Adjoii-ned  regular  meetina:  at  12  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Cliairnia.i,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  vice  Albert  T. 
AVhiting,  resigned— Henry  G.  Crowell;  said  ap- 
pointment to  take  effect  Jan.  1, 1875. 

PETITIONS  KEFERBED. 

To  the  Committee  mi  Pavinr/.  Josiah  Qulncy, 
trustee  of  Eliza  Babcock,  for  damages  caused  by 
change  of  grade  in  Kilby  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Susan  S. 
Parker,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Warren  street. 

LICENSE. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  leport  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  favor  of  granting  an 
auctioneer's  license  to  John  W.  Partridge,  Canal 
street,  Charlestown.    Accepted. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  designate  the  area  between  Water, 
Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets,  "  Po.st  Office 
square,"  and  to  number  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Church  street  in  Ward  16,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  County  Accounts  to  ar- 
range with  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  classified  indices  for  Suffolk  deeds,  liens, 
plans,  etc.,  for  1875.  Estimated  cost,  $2800.  Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  an  order 
for  transfer  of  adiHtionai  appropriations  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  of  $2900  to  Church-street  Distiict; 
of  $27,000  to  public  buildings;  also  to  charge  tax 
of  $48.36  to  appropriation  for  Grammar  School 
Site,  Ward  15.  Laid  on  the  table  till  next  meet- 
ing, on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  because  of 
the  absence  of  Alderman  Emery. 

EXTENSION  OF  COMMERCE  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve  and  order  for 
the  laying  out  and  extension  of  Commerce  street 
to  Atlantic  avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$49,331,  the  damages  to  the  estates  taken  being 
given  in  tlie  schedule  annexed : 

Square  feet     Price    Total  amount 
Estates.             laud  taken,    perfect,  otdamages. 
Prop'rs  Long  wharf. . . . 34,'a4H  $26,665 

•^      T  wharf 4,648  $4.50  21,66« 

38,897  «;4H,331 

The  Chairman— The  (luestion  is  upon  concurring 
with  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  in  the 
passage  of  the  resolve  and  order. 

Alderman  Prescott— Has  this  matter  been  be- 
fore the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets? 

Alderman  Worth'ngton— It  has  been  considered 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  and  the  Street 
Commissioners  have  had  it  before  them  three  or 
four  years.  It  meets  the  entire  appioval  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  who,  with  the  Street  Com- 
missioners, think  it  is  a  fair  settlement  of  the 
case,  very  desirable  for  the  city  to  make  and  satis-  ■ 
factory  to  the  owners  of  Long  wharf.  I  think  it 
shoulti  be  passed  today,  although  I  air  willing  it 
shotild  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
I  am  sure  we  shall  get  no  better  settlement  if 
we  wait. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  know  nothing  of  the 
merits  ot  the  case.  I  have  all  confidence  in  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  but,  it  seems  to  me,  in 
passing  a  matter  of  this  magnitude,  the  members 
of  the  Board  should  have  an  opportunity  to  look 
into  it,  that  they  may  vote  understandingly,  and 
know  what  they  are  doing.  I  move  that  the  order 
be  speciallv  as'signed  for  next  Monday  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THE   ELECTION    RETURNS. 

Alderman  Peters— On  behalf  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  election  returns,  I 
would  state  that  they  have  attended  to  a  part  of 
their  duty,  but  are  unable  to  report  today  because 
no  returns  have  been  received  from  Ward  8.  I 
understand  that  the  clerk  of  Ward  8  has  gone  to 
New  York  without  making  the  returns  according 
to  law.  The  committee  ask  for  further  time,  and 
they  will  report  on  Monday  next. 

The  request  was  granted. 


REPORT  OF  THE   MEDICAL  COMMISSION. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Mayor  trans- 
mitting  the  icport  of  the  Medical  Commission 
upon  the  sanitaiv  qualities  of  the  Sudbury,  Mys- 
tic, Shawsheen  and  Charles  River  waters  [City 
Doc.  No.  102].    Sent  down. 

BOSTON     WATER     POWER     COJIPANY     AND     BACK 
BAY  STREETS. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  with  orders 
to  pay  to  Boston  Water  Power  Company  .$200,000, 
upon  their  conveyance  to  the  city  of  the  fee  of  not 
less  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  territory  under- 
lying certain  streets  and  avenues  on  the  Back 
Bay,  were  first  considered  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness and  were  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Worthington. 

The  subject  was  subsequently  called  up  by  Al- 
derman Worthington,  who  said  he  had  an  amend- 
ment to  offer,  and  desired  a  brief  recess  to  be 
takeu  until  it  was  prepared. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  hojic  this  Board  will  not  do 
that.  This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance. 
It  is  to  pay  the  Water  Power  Company  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  before  the  money  is  due. 
I  hope  the  Board  will  not  take  a  recess  to  do  that, 
but  that  the  subject  may  be  fairly  considered  and 
brought  up  at  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  a  matter  of  a 
great  deal  of  importance.  It  is  true  that  the  or- 
der is  to  pay  the  Water  Power  Company  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  but  I  am  desirous  that  the 
Board  of  Alrlermen  should  go  out  and  see  the  con 
dition  the  territory  is  in.  If  this  matter  can  be 
put  through  this  year  it  will  enable  the  company 
to  complete  West  Chester  park  and  several  other 
avenues,  in  fact  the  whole  work,  before  the  first 
of  May.  The  City  Solicitor  has  come  here  at  my 
request  to  look  at  the  proposed  amendment,  which 
will  be  ready  in  about  fifteen  minutes. 

Alderman  Peters — I  only  received  my  copy  of 
the  report  and  orders  today  and  I  want  more  time  ' 
to  see  about  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  we  shall  have 
plenty  of  time   between    this    and    next  Monday. 
Therefore  I  think  we  had  better  adjourn  now. 

Alderman  Hall — If  we  are  to  consider  a  subject 
of  this  magnitude— the  payment  of  $200,000  in 
part  payment  of  a  contract — it  might  not  be  en- 
tirely out  of  place  for  the  Board  to  go  and  exam- 
ine the  work  already  done,  and  also  see  how  much 
remains  to  be  completed.  Then  we  can  look  at 
the  matter  and  have  some  one  explain  it  to  us. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  take  a  recess  of  one 
hour. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  you  will  allow  me  to 
offer  this  amendment,  then  we  can  go  down  know- 
ing what  we  want.  The  amendment  is  now  being 
prepared  by  Mr.  Bugbee  and  Mr.  Healy.  and  will 
be  ready  in  ten  minutes.  After  it  is  offered  I 
shall  propose  that  the  Board  go  down  and  look 
over  the  ground. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  understands  that  the 
purpose  of  the  recess  is  to  allow  Alderman  Worth- 
ington to  offer  the  amendment  and  not  to  act  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  cannot  be  at  liberty  during 
the  next  hour,  having  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Water  Board.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an  ex- 
traordinary proceeding  to  rush  this  order  through 
in  an  hour's  time.  And  what  is  it  for?  Is  it  to 
increase  the  value  of  the  stock  of  the  Water  Power 
Company?  Is  that  the  object?  Is  it  to  take 
$200,000  out  of  the  city  treasiiry  and  put  it  into  the 
treasury  of  the  AVater  Power  Company?  Is  it  the 
proposition  for  this  Board  to  adjourn  and  accom- 
plish that?  I  trust  this  Boara  will  not  be  tamper- 
ed with  in  that  way.  If  the  order  is  just  and  fair, 
and  the  city  owes  the  Water  Power  Company 
$200,000, 1  will  vote  for  it;  otherwise,  I  will  not. 

Alderman  Worthington— On  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1871,  the  city  of  Boston  entered  into  a  con- 
tract to  pay  Norman  C.  Munson  or  his  assignees 
the  sum  of  $300,000,  in  case  he  should  construct  to  a 
grade  to  an  elevation  of  not  less  thau  eighteen 
feet  above  mean  low  water— Commonwealth 
avenue,  200  feet  wide,  from  its  then  termination 
to  its  junction  with  the  proposed  extension  of 
West  Chester  park  street;  Huntington  avenue, 
100  feet  wide  from  Boylston  street  to  Camden 
street,  and  West  Chester-park  street  Jrom  th'> 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  to  Beacon  street— 
and  should  convey  those  streets  to  the 
city.  That  contract  has  been  nearly  com- 
pleted. Meantime,  Mr.  Munson  has  assigned  to 
the  Water  Power  Company  all  claim  to  receive 
payment  under  that  contract,  and  the  company 
have  gone  on  as  far  with  the  work  as  they  can  go. 
They  have  nearly  earned  their  $300,000.    They  say 
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now  they  want  us  to  advance  a  little  of  this  money 
and  they  will  flni'^h  the  whole  work  by  the  first  of 
May;  they  can  convey  two -thirds  of  the  work 
called  for  in  the  contract.  They  say  they  need 
$100,000  to  go  on  and  complete  the  contract.  They 
propose  to  draw  a  portion  of  this  $200,000  and 
leave  the  remainder  in  the  treasury  of  the  city  of 
Boston  as  a  guarantee.  They  already  owe  the 
city  of  Boston  #60,000  for  taxes,  so  that  we  pay 
really  only  about  $50,000  of  the  amount.  They 
have  power  to  convey  the  title  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  streets.  If  the  City  Govern- 
ment should  thoroughly  understand  it  as  do  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  they  would  see  that  it  is  desirable  to  pay 
this  money  to  enable  the  company  to  carry  out  their 
contract.  It  is  desirable  to  pass  this  matter  dur- 
ing the  present  year  so  that  a  new  City  Govern- 
ment will  not  have  to  go  through  it  again.  If  this 
Government  wishes  to  accomplish  anything  it 
must  be  done  while  you  have  committees  who  un- 
derstand the  suToject.  You  cannot  take  a  new 
Government  and  go  through  a  subject  as  intricate 
as  the  Back  Bay  filling,  without  taking  a 
long  time.  1  say  the  safety  of  the  city 
req^uires  that  we  should  get  a  deed  of  those  streets 
which  are  row  ready  to  be  deeded;  rnd  if  we  do 
that  probably  the  whole  territory  included  in  the 
contract  will  be  deeded  by  the  first  day  of  May.  I 
say  we  should  do  it  now.  There  is  no  job  in  it — 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  expected  the  Alderman 
f rora  Wiird  6  to  get  up  and  say  we  had  better 
pause.  But  we  cannot  pause  if  we  consult  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  I  think  we  had  becter  finish  it 
this  year.  I  ask  suflticient  time  to  olTer  this 
amendment;  then  we  can  look  at  the  ground,  and 
every  man  will  know  as  much  as  the  committee 
do.  We  have  all  walked  over  it  and  understand 
it. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  argues  against 
himself.  The  present  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
not  had  this  matter  before  them  before  today. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  acknowledge  that  it 
has  taken  them  a  whole  ye.ir  to  learn  the  merits 
of  the  case,  and  yet  they  submit  their  report  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  ask  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  pass  it  within  five  or  ten  minutes.  Probably  the 
same  gentlemen  will  serve  on  the  Committee  on 
Streets  next  yea-,  as  they  are  all  reelected,  and  if 
they  report  within  a  week  after  the  next  City 
Government  comes  in,  probably  the  next  Govern- 
ment will  be  able  by  the  last  week  in  December  to 
uii'lerstand  the  intricacies  of  the  contract  for 
filling  theBackJBay.  Next  Monday  we  shall  be  bet- 
ter able  to  understand  the  amendment  he  proposes 
to  offer  than  now,  for  then  we  shall  have  had  a 
chance  to  look  into  the  main  question.  Before  he 
offers  the  amendment  I  think  we  ought  to  know 
what  we  are  going  to  amend.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  Board  adjourn. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  second  the  motion. 

Aldf rman  Hall— On  that  question  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  I  shall  vote  against  ad- 
journment now,  because  I  want  to  see  the  amend- 
ment; when  that  is  offered  I  shall  vote  for  ad- 
journment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters,  Power— 3. 

Navs — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  AV^orthington— 7. 

Absent— Aldermen  Brooks  and  Emery — 2. 

The  report  and  orders  were  then  taken  from  the 
table,  and  Alderman  Worthington  moved  to 
amend  as  follows : 

Insert  in  twelfth  line  of  first  order  on  page  4  of 
City  Document  No.  90,  the  following : 

"And  pays  to  the  city  all  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  said  corporation  by  the  city  of  Boston  and 
now  due,  and  agrees  to  complete  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875,  all  the  work  required 
to  be  performed  under  said  con ti act;  and  in  case 
of  failure  or  neglect  so  to  do,  the  city  to  have  au- 
thoiity  to  enter  upon  the  premises  and  complete 
said  work  at  the  expense  of  said  company,  and  to 
retain  from  the  amount  remaining  unpaid  on  the 
said  contract  a  sufficient  amount  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  completing  said  work." 

Insert  at  end  of  same  order  the  following: 

"And  sh&ll  not  be  construed  as  a  discharge  or 
waiver  of  claim  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
saidMunson  or  the  said  "Water  Power  Company  to 
complete  the  work  and  make  the  conveyance 
within  the  time  specified  in  the  said  contract." 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  have 
those  amendments  passed,  so  that  they  may  be 
printed  in  the  order,  and  then  to  have  the  Board 


go  down  and  look  at  the  location.  The  Street 
Commissioners  will  accompany  the  Board  and 
explain  everything. 

Alderman  "Cutter — It  shows  conclusively  now, 
that,  although  the  Committee  on  Stref  ts  have  had 
this  subject  under  consideration  for  a  year,  as 
they  say,  they  have  put  in  an  order  they  wish  to 
tamper  with  and  tinker  by  offering  two  amend- 
ments. It  is  a  confession  that  they  have  been 
hasty  in  rushing  this  thing  in,andnow  tbey  desire 
to  be  hasty  in  pressing  this  Board  to  pass  it  today 
while  two  members  are  absent.  I  say  it  is  a  high- 
ly important  order,  for  it  is  to  pay  $200,000  not  for 
work  done  according  to  contract,  but  by 
favor.  The  contract  don't  allow  them  to 
pay  a  single  dollar  of  it  until  the  work 
IS  completed.  They  propose  to  take  our  money 
and  put  it  into  the  treasury  of  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  and  that  with  this  extraordinary 
haste.  This  Board  should  pause  before  doing 
anything  of  that  kind.  If  the  Committee  on 
Streets  bring  in  extravagant  measures  of  that 
kind,  and  say  they  have  been  considering  them  a 
year,  and  then  they  have  to  offer  an  amendment, 
it  shows  conclusively  that  they  have  not  digested 
the  subject  as  fully  as  they  should  one  of  this 
magnitude.  I  trust  this  Board  will  see  that  the 
city  does  not  suffer  by  any  such  hasty  action  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets.  '  It  is  n't  the  first  time 
this  Board  has  suffered  by  the  pressure  for  the 
hasty  passage  of  orders  from  that  committee. 

Alderman  Peters — I  move  that  this  whole  sub- 
ject be  recommitted  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  with  iii'^tructions  to  report  to  this  Board 
next  Monday. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
some  mcaiber  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
whether  they  have  had  an  estimate  of  what  it  will 
cost  to  complete  this  contract. 

Alderman  Worthington— Mr.  Davis,  the  City 
Surveyor,  says  it  will  cost  about  $40,000.  We  re- 
tain $100,000.'  I  have  no  objections  to  the  recom- 
mittal. I  only  ask  that  it  may  be  passed  this  year, 
because  if  it  is,  we  can  get  a  title  to  all  of 
those  streets,  for  the  work  can  be  done  by 
the  first  of  May.  In  regard  to  what  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  6  has  said,  it  is  n't 
so.  We  are  r.ot  pressing  this  matter.  It  should 
have  been  done  last  May,  but  the  Water  Power 
Company  could  n't  do  it  then.  This  prouosition 
meets  the  entire  approval  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
There  is  no  job  in  it ;  no  undue  pushing  it ;  it  must 
be  pushed  it  we  expect  it  to  pass  this  City  Gov- 
ernment and  get  the  advantage  from  it  that  we 
expect.  We  are  getting  for  $200,000  what  cost  the 
Water  Power  Company  $700,000.  It  will  be  a  good 
bargain  for  the  city.  We  want  the  work  com- 
pleted. They  offer  to  leave  any  amount  of  money 
in  our  hands.  They  offer  to  pay  in  advance  the 
money  for  land  purchased  of  AV'illiam  Gray. 
There  is  nothing  fairer  than  they  offer.  A  large 
part  of  the  money  is  due  the  city  now  for  taxes. 

Alderman  Cutter — If  we  don't  vote  them  that 
money,  don't  the  company  propose  to  pay  their 
taxes  ? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  they  will  pay  their  taxes ;  but  if  we  do  not  ad- 
vance them  this  money,  and  the  Water  Power 
Company  should  fail,  how  are  we  going  to  get  the 
money  without  going  to  law  and  compelling  them 
to  pay  it  ?  By  doing  this  we  enable  them  to  go 
ahead  and  complete  the  contract.  They  have 
completed  the  contract  within  $40,000,  and  now 
ask  for  money  that  they  have  earned  with  the  ex- 
ception of  this  small  amount  required  to  complete 
the  filling  of  the  neck  of  land  which  I  desire  to 
show  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Any  one  can 
see  it.  Trains  are  running  there  every  day  and 
filling  up  the  streets. 

Alderman  Cutter— Does  public  necessity  re- 
quire thati  those  streets  should  be  built  as  soon 
as  the  gentleman  says  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — It  is  a  public  necessity 
for  the  city  of  Boston  to  carry  out  its  contracts 
and  live  up  to  its  agreements.  It  is  a  public 
necessity  as  much  as  is  the  filling  np  of  any  streets 
on  the  Back  Bay,  or  the  keeping  of  any  contract 
that  the  city  makes.  They  come  before  us  with 
a  legitimate  request  to  pay  them  monev  which 
they  have  earned. 

Alderman  Cutter — Is  it  due  on  the   contract? 

Alderman  Worthington— I  admit  that  the  con- 
tract is  not  yet  completed,  but  men  ana  corpora- 
tions are  often  obliged  to  ask  for  help.  This  will 
be  a  great  benefit  to  the  city,  as  well  as  helping 
the  company  at  the  right  time.  The  Water  Power 
Company  have  been    raising   money  every  way 
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they  can ;  they  need  help ;  they  ask  that  a  portion 
of  the  money  "may  be  paid  that  that  work  may  be 
completed. 

Ahierman  Peters — From  all  I  have  heard,  it 
seems  to  me  that  1  shall  vote  for  this  order  when 
the  time  comes,  because  I  think  it  is  proper.  But 
■we  have  had  this  report,  and  then  the  City  Solici- 
tor was  sent  for.  and  here  we  have  two  long 
amendments  which  we  cannot  carry  in  our  heads. 
Therefore,  I  renew  the  motion  to  recommit  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  with  instructions  to  report 
next  Monday,  so  that  the  Board  can  act  intelli- 
gently upon  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  rather  hope  the 
Board  will  vote  to  print  the  aiuendment  and  then 
put  it  over  to  next  Monday,  instead  of  recommit- 
tina;  it. 

Aldermen  Peters— It  would  be  better  to  recom- 
mit, because  between  now  and  next  Monday  the 
committee  may,  and  probably  will,  find  some 
other  long  amendment  to  put  in.  Those  amend- 
ments hive  been  drawn  with  great  haste,  and 
there  will  probably  be  something  else  to  put  in. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  representing 
the  Committee  on  Streets  has  been  conveying  the 
impression  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  failed  to 
perform  its  agreement ;  that  the  city  has  money 
that  belongs  to  this  company,  and  which  the  city 
has  no  right  to  keep.  Then,  again,  when  asked 
the  question  if  the  city  owes  anything  on  this  con- 
tract, he  =ays  they  owe  nothing.  I  do  not  believe 
the  city  can  advance  any  money  to  any  corpora- 
tion or  individual  to  carry  on  work.  1  don't 
believe  it  can  be  legally  done,  no  matter  how  ur- 
gent the  case.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to 
stand  by  its  agreements,  and  require  all  other 
parties  to  stand  by  their  contracts.  I  shall  vote 
aeainst  extending  "the  charity  or  sympathy  of  the 
city,  as  we  have  no  right  to  do  it,  no  matter  who 
desires  it.  If  we  owe  thi-*  corporation  any  money 
let  us  pay  it;  but  if  we  do  not,  I  cannot  see  how 
we  can  vote  it. 

Alderman  Worthing'ton— This  is  a  fine  idea  for 
the  Paving  Committee  to  advance,  when  at  the 
first  of  the  year  they  found  a  paving  ring  here 
and  went  to  New  York  and  secured  men  who 
could  not  give  bonds  and  let  them  do  the  wcrk. 
I  say  we  fairly  owe  this  money  to  this  corpora- 
tion, although  the  contract  is  not  completed. 
The  company  is  precisely  in  the  same  condition 
as  the  men  whom  the  Paving  Committee 
brought  on  from  New  York  to  do  paving.  That 
committee  did  not  insist  upon  bonds;  they 
allowed  the  men  to  go  on  and  do  the  pav- 
ing, and  did  not  pay  them  until  enough  work 
had  been  done  to  guarantee  the  committee.  I  ap- 
prove of  that,  and  I  approve  of  this.  I  say  it 'is 
treating  men  well  who  want  to  get  a  living  and 
do  work,  and  who  have  the  labor  but  not  the 
means  to  do  it  with.  I  think  this  proposal  is  a  per- 
fectly fair  one. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  genileman  is  in  error. 
The  Paving  Committee  let  out  their  contract  to 
the  lowest  bidders,  who  furnished  bonds  and  did 
the  work  satisf  actoi ily  to  the  committee.  Gentle- 
men may  talk  about  it  as  much  as  they  please. 
The  committee  never  knew  the  bidders  lived  in 
New  York;  they  advertised  for  proposals,  as  any 
honest  committee  should.  If  the  Committee,  on 
Paving  had  carried  on  their  work  as  the  gentleman 
seems  to  think  they  should,  over  $50,000  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  would  have  been  foolishly  s-uent.  There 
is  no  chance  for  the  gentleman  to  make  capital  out 
of  this.  But  here  is  an  order  to  resurrect  a  bank- 
rupt company,  and  the  gentleman  has  the  audaci- 
ty to  say  that  a  large  part  of  this  money  will  be 
paid  for  taxes.  Don't  he  know  that  not  one  dol- 
lar can  be  retained  for  taxes  after  this  order  is 
passed?  I  should  advise  him  to  be  in  a  better 
business  than  trying  to  resurrect  a  bankrupt  cor- 
poration by  spending  the  city's  money  on  a  con- 
tract before  it  is  due. 

Alderman  Power— In  relation  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  lliglilands,  I  would  say 
that  there  is  n't  enough  ti  uth  in  it  to  found  such 
a  story  upon.  The  committee,  either  individually 
or  collectively,  never  went  to  New  York  or  sent  to 
New  York,  or  in  any  way  looked  to  New  Y^ork  for 
men  to  do  work  ior  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have 
heard  enough  of  that  stor#f.  It  has  been  told 
often  enough  about  me.  The  committee  always 
advertise  that  bonds  must  be  given  satisfactory 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Worthington— Do  you  not  pay  the 
pavers  on  account? 

Alderman  Power— No,  sir;  not  a  single  cent. 
The  work  must  be  finished  to  our  satisfaction  be- 
fore a  cent   is    paid.      These    stories  have   be?n 


told  quite  often  enough.  They  hare  been  cir- 
culated everywhere,  and  on  the  strength 
of  them  an  organized  attempt  was  made 
to  defeat  my  election.  I  have  heretofore 
thought  them  beneathiny  notice.  The  gentleman 
brings  that  up  here  when  he  should  know  'oetter. 
If  he  has  no  better  arguments  than  that  to  offer 
for  this  order,  then  it  had  better  lie  over  until  we 
can  get  more  information  about  it. 

Alderman  Peters— As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  I  would  add  that  we  advertised  for  the 
lowest  bidder,  and  we  did  not  know  where  the  bid- 
ders came  trom.  In  notifying  these  men  we  found 
them  ready  to  give  bonds,  but  the  paving  ring 
tried  to  prevent  it.  Therefore  we  passed  an  order 
that  they  might  pave  a  whole  street  and  get  their 
pay  when  the  work  was  finished  to  our  satisfac- 
tion. 

Alderman  \^  orthington— Is  not  that  paying  on 
account?  That  is  what  is  charged  here.  "The  do- 
ing of  the  work  is  the  bond. 

AldeiTuan  Peters — After  one  did  the  work  he 
could  be  paid ;  we  had  the  best  bond  that  could 
be  made  after  they  had  done  one  days  work. 

Alderman  Worthington— Is  not  this  the  same 
thing  ijrecisely? 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — I  did  not  intend  to  take  much 
part  in  this  discussion,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  al- 
low one  member  of  the  committee  to  fight 
this  thing  alone.  This  is  a  vei-y  simple  matter. 
In  1871  the  city  of  Boston  made  a  contract 
with  the  Boston  VVater  Power  Company  to  pav  for 
the  building  of  certain  streets,  and  when  they 
were  completed  the  company  was  to  receive  §300,- 
000.  I  believe  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  6  was  in 
the  Board  at  the  time,  as  well  as  our  late  Mayor, 
Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
Mr.  Talbot,  one  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  al- 
though I  am  not  sure  about  that;  at  any  rate  it 
was  a  strong  Board  of  Aldermen.  They  looked 
into  the  matter  and  saw  at  once  that  they  could 
get  for  i.300,000  what  would  be  worth  millions  to  the 
city.  The  Water  Power  Company  have  completed 
Huntington  avenue  and  Commonwealth  avenue; 
Chester-park  street  has  been  completed  up  to 
the  crossing  of  the  Albany  Railroad  for  more  than 
eight  months.  When  tha't  was  done  they  sent  in 
here  and  asked  to  have  a  payment  made  on  ac- 
count, so  that  they  could  harve  some  funds  to  go 
on  and  do  the  balance  of  the  work.  That  petition 
came  here  early  in  the  year,  and  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  took  it  into  consideration.  A 
sub-committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  it,  and 
the  result  of  the  information  they;  obtained  was 
that  the  committee  could  not  until  further  pro- 
gress had  been  made  toward  completing  the  work 
recommend  the  payment  asked  by  the  compauy. 
The  cause  of  the  delay  was  that  Mr.  Munson, 
who  is  doing  the  work  for  the  Water  Power 
Company,  was  obliged  to  fill  up  other  terri- 
torv,  so  that  he  could  get  his  tracks  into  these 
streets,  and  it  has  taken  him  longer  than  he  or 
anybody  else  supposed  at  fl'St.  It  is  only  a  short 
time  since  he  commenced  completing  the  extension 
of  Chester  park,  from  Parker  street  to  Beacon 
street.  The  whole  cost  of  completing  the  work 
will  not  exceed  iSSOjOOO  at  the  outside.  Now, 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  Water  Power  Com- 
pany are  short  of  funds,  as  many  corporations 
and  individuals  are.  They  come  here  and  ask 
you  to  make  a  paym'ent  to  them  on  ac- 
count. That  is  all  this  amounts  to,  and  it 
is  entirely  within  your  province,  gentlemen,  to 
say  whether  you  will  do  so  or  not.  There  is  no  job 
iu'this  matter;  no  members  of  the  committee  pro- 
pose to  speculate  in  the  stock.  1  assure  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  city 
of  Boston— th.it  the  city  should  get  possession  of 
these  streets  as  early  as  possible.  The  cit\-  of 
Boston  is  to  be  the  gainer  by  this  order.  This 
same  Committee  on  Paving  "  have  already  ex- 
pended $40,000  ui>on  those  streets  to  which 
we  have  no  title.  More  than  that,  this 
same  Committee  on  Paving  built  a  bridge  over 
Newton  street  and  Huntington  aventie,  where  the 
city  did  not  own  a  penny's  worth  of  land,  and  if 
the  Water  Power  Company  fails  today,  we  may 
never  get  it.  The  same  Committee  "on  Paving 
spent  $10,000  for  raising  the  grade  of  Huntington 
avenue,  at  that  bridge,  and  the  city  has  no  title 
to  or  interest  in  the  street.  It  Is  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  a  title  to  these  avenues,  upon  which 
money  has  already  been  expended  by  the  city, 
and  to  enable  the  Water  Power  Company  to  com- 
plete them,  which  will  be  of  immense  benefit  to 
the  public  and  the  city,  that  the  Committee  on 
Streets  recommend    a  "payment  on  ,  account    a 
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this  time.  The  Committee  ou  Pavintr  hare 
recommended  measures  which  have  not  been  fully 
explained  in  all  their  details.  It  was  all  right,  in 
my  opinion,  to  build  the  bridge  over  Huntington 
avenue,  at  that  time,  but  we  want  the  fee  in 
Huntington  avenue,  and  if  we  do  not  have  it  some 
arrangement  may  be  made  between  the  company 
and  the  abutters  to  sell  it  in  house  lots.  It  is  the 
same  with  Commonwealth  avenue  from  Exe- 
ter to  Parker  street,  which  is  200  feet  wide. 
In  my  opinion  the  abutters  on  that  avenue 
own  It  now;  the  city  certainly  has  no  in- 
terest in  it.  The  Committee  on  Paving  spent 
$150,000  on  Huntington  avenue  and  the  bridge, 
and  the  city  does  not  own  a  penny  in  the 
fee  of  the  street.  Now  what  "does  this  or- 
der propose?  It  may  be  that  the  order  put 
in  here  last  Monday  is  incomplete,  as  orders  very 
often  are.  It  should  contain  a  provision  that  the 
city  may  be  made  whole.  There  is  the  amount  of 
taxes  due  from  the  company,  aiid  the  amount 
paid  to  ■\Villiam  Grav  for  land  taken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  V^est  Che-ster  park  across  to 
Beacon  street;  then  we  have  nearly  S^  100,000  left 
to  secure  the  completion  of  Wc«t  Chester 
park.  Commonwealth  avenue  is  all  com- 
pleted up  to  grade  eighteen.  Possibly  the 
frade  of  Huntington  avenue  may  have  to 
e  raised  on  account  of  the  settling, 
but  the  filling  has  been  completed  over  eighteen 
months.  Nine-tenths  of  this  entire  work  is  com- 
pleted today,  and  they  come  here  ai;d  ask  you  to 
make  them  a  payment  on  account,  leaving  $100,000 
in  your  bands  to  secure  the  finishing  of  West 
Chester-park  street,  the  cost  of  which  any  gen- 
tleman of  common  seuse  can  estimate.  Tlie 
city  has  an  interest  in  this  thing  on  account  of  the 
investment  already  made  there,  which  we  want  to 
secure.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  bridge  across 
Hunti.igton  avenue  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
failure,  and  must  be  rebuilt.  It  was  not  a  good 
job.  Whether  it  was  let  out  to  New  York  or  Boston 
bridge  builders,  it  was  a  poor  job.  The  city  has  in- 
vested over  $200,000  in  one  of  these  streets,  and  has 
nothing  to  show  for  it.  Now,  the  AVater  Power 
Company  propose  to  give  these  streets  to  the 
city,  and  ask  us,  as  a  favor,  to  pay  them  a  little 
money  ou  account,  proposing  to  leave  $100,000  in 
our  hands  till  the  work  is  completed.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  6  asked  if  this  was  a  public 
necessity.  If  he  will  take  a  residence  at  the  South 
End,  or  in  any  section  of  the  city,  other  than  the 
extreme  end  of  Ward  6,  he  will  find  that  the 
completion  of  West  Chester  park  is  a  ne- 
cessity such  as  hardly  exists  in  any  other 
part  of  the  city.  Wlieu  this  street  is  com- 
pleted we  must  build  good  bridges  over 
it,  for  it  will  be  a  thoroughfare  for  an  enormous 
travel.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to 
adept  the  amendment  today,  but  I  am  opposed  to 
passing  the  order  now.  I  want  tl\e  Board  of  Al- 
dermen to  understand  that  this  committee  have 
not  been  at  woik  upon  this  thing  every  day  nor 
every  week  this  year.  When  they  first  took  it'under 
consideration,  they  found  that  the  company  were 
nor  justified  in  coming  here  and  asking  to  have  a 
payment  made  on  account.  But  they  now  believe 
that  such  a  payment  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city, 
in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  streets  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  is  for  tnat  purpose  the  order  is  offered, 
and  noc  to  favor  the  Water  Power  Company.  We 
reserve  $100,000  in  our  hands  to  secure  the  comple- 
tion ot  a  certain  street,  and  if  the  company  do  not 
do  it  the  ci*y  will  have  the  right  to  go  on  and  build 
it,  and  deduct  the  cost  fiom  the  amount  which 
wi'l  remain  in  our  hands. 

Ahlerman  Power — As  1  said  before,  the  only 
ground  we  can  i^tand  upon  to  take  such  action  as 
the  Committee  on  Sueets  recommend  is,  whether 
or  not  the  city  of  Boston  is  called  upon  to  do  what 
they  contracted  with  these  parties.  In  relation 
to  the  bridges  that  the  gentleman  has  alluded 
to,  I  woulil  ask  if  that  is  not  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract th;it  the  city  of  Boston  bound  itself  to 
do.  Peihai>s  the  city  may  have  been  in  error 
in  doing  that  sooner  than  it  was  called  for 
by  the  contract.  These  bridaes  may  have 
been  built  earlier  than  they  should  have  been ; 
but  they  wei'e  built  on  account  of  a  pressure 
from  an  outside  source.  As  to  the  bridge 
having  to  be  built  again,  that  remains  co  be  seen. 
If  there  is  one  cent  ilue  these  parties  on  the  con- 
tract, I  want  thein  paid  as  soon  as  possible;  but 
hold  them  to  their  contract  as  we  are  bound  to  do 
other  ]jarties  that  come  here.  We  cannot  advance 
them  money  simply  because  their  interest  is  ur- 
gent or  perhaps  because  they  cannot  carry  out  the 
contract.      If  the  Committee  on  Streets  have  let 


themselves  get  into  the  power  of  this  company,  it 
is  no  reason  why  this  Board  should  fall  into  the 
same  mistake.  If  the  city  has  advanced  them  too 
much,  and  because  tbey  are  unable  to  go  further, 
that  is  not  our  fault.  Talk  about  the  city 
of  Boston  not  carrying  out  Huntington  avenne, 
and  the  abuttors  dividing  it  into  house  lots !  What 
sort  of  a  contract  has  the  city  of  Boston  made  if 
such  a  thing  is  going  to  be  done  ?  It  appears  to  be 
nonsense.  If  we  owe  that  company  one  dollar, 
we  ought  not  to  delay  in  giving  it  to  them  ;  carry 
out  the  contract  to  the  letter,  and  go  not  one  inch 
further  with  that  company  than  you  would  with 
anybody  else. 

Alderman  Clark — The  agreement  was  simply 
this — that  if  they  would  build  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue, Huntington  avenue  and  Chester-park  street, 
and  convey  them  to  the  city,  then  the  city  would 
pay  them  $300,000.  The  "S\'ater  Power  Company  have 
agreed  to  do  thus  and  so ;  but  if  they  fail  to  carry 
out  their  agreement,  upon  whom  have  the  city  a 
claim  for  the  deeds  of  those  streets?  It  was  sim- 
ply an  agreement  made  by  the  city  ami  Mr.  Mou- 
son,  that  if  he  would  build  those  streets  and  deed 
them  to  the  city,  the  c^ty  would  pay  him  so  much; 
and  if  he  does  not  build  them  and  convey  them  to 
the  city,  he  was  not  to  receive  pay  for  them .  In  that 
case  the  abutters  will  have  the  land.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  says  the  city  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  build  the  bridges.  True ;  but  the 
city  did  not  agree  to  do  it  be  fore  the  streets  were 
filled  and  graded.  It  was  all  right,  however.  The 
bridge  was  built  tor  the  Jubilee;  it  was  almost  a 
unanimous  vote,  for  the  City  (iovernment  believed 
the  Jubilee  to  be  a  great  thing.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  is  a  musical  character,  and  I  pre- 
sume he  took  part  in  it:  and  he  was  fortunate 
enough  not  to  be  one  of  the  signers  for  the  guaran- 
tee fund.  Our  guarantee  in  this  case  is  the  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  which  we  hold,  and  we  get  en- 
tire possession  of  Huntington  avenue,  West  Ches- 
ter park  street,  and  seven-eighths  of  Common- 
wealth avenue.  Today  we  hAve  no  title  to  a  foot 
of  tliose  streets,  and  yet  we  have  spent  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  upon  tho.'-e  ave- 
nues, and  have  nothiug  to  show  for  it. 

Alderman  I'eters— It  seems  to  me  that  if  *he 
City  Government  of  one  year  has  power  to  make  a 
contract,  the  Government  of  another  year  has  the 
power  to  modify  it,  and  1  think  we  have  a  perfect 
right  to  pass  this  order  if  we  choose.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment today  will  bind  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 
By  recommitting  it  to  the  committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  what  they  do  recommend,  we  can 
have  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  ground  and  learn 
just  what  is  wanted.  We  certainly  cannot  under- 
stand the  amendment  now. 

Alderman  Clark— If  that  is  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  and  they  report  in  print, 
some  objections  might  be  made  to  their  report,  as 
has  been  done  today.  Take  the  order  up,  read  it 
and  pick  out  all  the  flaws  you  can.  If  it 
is  wrong,  make  it  right,  and  then  pass 
it  if  ycm  are  satisfied  that  it  is  right  to 
make  them  a  payment  on  account.  Now, 
suppose  it  is  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets;  they  may  not  be  wise  enough,  even  with 
the  aid  of  the  City  Solicitor,  to  frame  an  order 
just  exactly  as  this  Board  would  like  to  have  it 
passed.  The  original  order  and  the  amendmeuts 
are  before  this  Board;  add  to  it  and  subtract  from 
it— you  have  time  to  do  it  today.  Then  let  the 
Board  go  out  there  and  see  this  territory,  and  if 
you  see  fit  to  pass  the  order,  very  wel' ;  if  not,  it 
will  go  over. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  from  the 
Highland  District  has  succeeded  in  getting  his 
amendment  in,  and  as  that  was  all  he  desired,  I 
move  that  the  Board  now  adjourn. 

Aide!  niaii  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost-^yeas  -1,  nay.-  7. 

Yea.s— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Power,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Hall.  Harri.'j. 
Peters,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Absent — Alderman  Emery. 

Alderman  Stebbins—Tlie  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  desires  the  amendment  to  b« 
offered  at  this  lime;  I  .should  like  to  make  au 
amendment  to  the  first  order  in  the  sixth  line,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "not  less  than  two- 
thiids— " 

The  Chairman — The  amendment  is  not  in  order; 
the  motion  to  recommit  taking  i)recedence. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Then  if  this  is  not  recom- 
mitted 1  will  offer  the  amendment. 


099 


B  C)  A  R.  13       OF       ALDERMEN 


Alderman  Peters— 'rhe  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man show  the  necessity  tor  reconunittitig. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Board  have  decided 
not  to  adjourn  and  the  Chairman  desires  that  tke 
order  shall  be  amended. 

Alderman  Clark— 1  hope  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit will  not  be  carried ;  this  is  the  best  way  to 
get  at  this  thing ;  let  us  p;et  this  order  rif^ht  todaf, 
if  we  can  get  it  just  richt  we  can  pass  it.  I  cer- 
tainly don't  want  the  order  passed  unless  it  is  for 
the  interest  of  the  city.  I  believe  it  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  to  nuike  a  payment  and  get  pos- 
session of  the  streets.  1  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
commit will  not  prevail  and  that  the  AldermaM 
from  Ward  H  will  be  allowed  to  introduce  such 
amendments  as  he  chooses  It  would  certainly  b« 
a  great  benefit  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  ctcb 
if  the  order  shcmld  be  recommitted. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
should  be  recommitteil.  From  the  remarks  of  »he 
gentleman  I  think  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to 
ttnd  out  where  they  are.  He  suggests  that  people 
may  sell  that  land*  in  house  lots.  If  we  have  got 
s»ch  a  contract  as  that,  I  think  we  had  better 
find  out  where  we  are ;  it  should  be  recommitte«l 
and  they  can  report  back.  If  the  city  has  got  ite 
foot  into  it,  we  had  better  advance  them  the 
money  iu  order  to  prevent  the  land  from  being 
sold.  Now  if  this  company  has  got  into  difficulty 
and  cannot  carry  on  its  contract,  and  if  we  fail 
to  give  them  money  and  they  are  likely  to  sell 
our.  to  somebody  else.  I  think  we  had  better 
recommit  the  order  so  that  the  committee  ca» 
show  us  what  the  po.-^sibilities  of  the  case  are  ex- 
actly. The  views  I  take  are  the  same  as  before. 
The  city  should  carry  out  its  contracts  to  the  let- 
ter. If  the  company  are  hard  up  for  money,  that 
is  no  reason  for  our  advancing  any  to  them ;  there 
are  other  parties  in  Boston  who  need  money  as 
much  as  this  corporation  do,  and  we  cannot  give 
it  to  them.  Therefore  1  say  we  should  stick  to  our 
contracts  to  the  letter;  and  we  are  not  justified  in 
advancing  money  to  any  one,  because  they  say 
they  cannot  get  along  ■without  it.  If  our  prede- 
cessors have  made  a  foolish  contract  and  the  city 
has  put  its  foot  into  it,  the  only  way  to  get  the  city 
ouf  of  it  is  by  advancing  this  money;  and  we  had 
better  do  it. 

Alderman  Clark — There  has  been  no  money  paid 
except  by  vote  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  t« 
raise  the'grade  of  Huntington  avenue  and  build 
that  bridge.  The  city  has  not  put  out  a  dollar  ex- 
cept what  has  been  done  by  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  I  have  no  sympathy  for  this  company ; 
I  am  at  work  entirely  for  the  interest  of  the  city, 
and  I  believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to 
get  the  fee  of  this  land. 

Alderman  Hall— Will  the  gentleman  explain 
how  this  company  came  by  this  land,  the  nature 
of  the  contract  by  which  they  agreed  to  maintain 
those  streets,  and  also  whether  they  are  insolvent  7 
Will  he  give  us  all  the  facts  ? 


Alderman  Clark— This  was  an  agreement  made 
by  the  city  of  lioston  and  the  Water  Power  Com- 
pany, who  owned  the  land  abutting  on  those 
streets,  or  rather  the  land  througU  which  thestt 
streets  were  constructed. 

Alderman  Hall — Of  whom  did  they  buy  them? 

\lderman  Clark— Of  a  great  many  individuals,  I 
presume;  I  think  partly  from  David  Sears,  or  his 
heirs,  and  other  i)arts  from  various  individuals. 

Alderman  Hall — I  understood  that  those  lands 
came  from  the  State,  and  that  there  was  an  agree- 
ment between  the  State  and  the  Water  Power 
Company  that  those  avenues  should  be  maintain- 
ed at  grade. 

Alderman  Clark— The  Alderman  from  Ward  10 
is  correct  as  to  Commonwealth  avenue  from 
Arlington  to  Exeter  street.  The  Water  Power 
Company,  in  connection  with  the  State,  laid  out 
several  streets— Commonwealth  avenue,  Berke- 
ley, Dartmouth,  Clarendon,Exeter— lam notsufft- 
cienriy  familiar  with  them  to  name  them  all.  I?ut 
this  agreement  was  made  between  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  Water  Power  Com- 
pany. Of  course  it  was  important  for  the 
company  to  build  those  streets,  tor  it  was  an  ad- 
vantage to  their  land;  but  they  did  not  propose 
to  build  asti'eet  200  feet  wide.  Neither  was  it  neces- 
sary to  build  Huntington  avenue  eighty  feet  wide. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  build  a  street  100  feet  wide 
to  develop  the  property.  So  with  West  Chester  park 
street.  It  was'done  by  mutual  agreement,  by  pri- 
vate individuals  and  corporations,  and  has  proved 
an  immense  benefit  to  the  city  of  Boston.  No 
one  can  doubt,  when  he  sees  the  avenues  com- 
pleted, that  the  party  who  has  made  money  out 
of  this  operation  is  the  city  of  Boston.  You 
get  streets  for  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
where  the  land  could  not  be  bought  and  filled  to- 
day for  a  million.  As  toon  as  those  streets  are 
graded  and  put  in  order,  you  wiU  have  an  increas- 
ed valuation  there  which  will  be  entirely  surpris- 
ing. This  reclaimed  land  that  was  taxed  at  fifteen 
cents  a  foot  is  assessed  this  year  from  $1  to  $3  per 
foot.  So  you  will  find  the  same  improvement 
along  the  lands  of  theWater  Power  Company.  Land 
is  taxed  this  year  at  .SI. 25  a  foot  on  Huntington 
avenue  that  before  the  filling  of  that  street  was 
assessed  at  six  cents.  The  city  really  derives  the 
most  benefit  by  the  filling  up  ot  those  streets,  and 
now  that  they  are  completed  I  want  the  city  to 
become  possessed  of  them. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Brooks,  the  orders 
and  the  amendments  were  read  again.  Aldeiman 
Worthington  said  the  committee  would  have  no 
objections  to  a  recommittal,  and  Alderman  Cutter 
thought  no  one  cotild  raise  any  objection  to  so 
fair  and  reasonable  a  proposition. 

The  report  and  orders  were  then  recommitted  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets — yeas  11,  nays  0— 
and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

DKCEMBER    17,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEKS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEW  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  S.  B.  Smith,  L.  M.  Warner,  Charles 
Davis  and  Susan  S.Parker ; remonstrance  of  Com- 
pany I>,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry  et  al.,  and 
communication  from  S.  G.  Drake.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  vvithdi'aw  ou  the 

Setition  of  Jo.-'eph  Hatch,  for  compensation  for 
amages  to  his  horse  and  vehicle  on  Parker  street. 
Accepted. 

Communicativ^n,  resolve  and  order  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  widening  of  Pleasant 
street,  from  Main  to  Warren  street,  at  an  adjudg- 
ed expense  of  $15,542.50.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Reports  recouimendiug  the  passage  of  resolves 
and  orders,  viz. :  1.  For  winening  Bo  wdoin  street, 
between  Adams  and  Washington  streets,  at 
an  adjudged  expense  of  .|26,099.89  (City 
Doc.  No.  100);  2.  For  widening  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  from  Lenox  to  Roxbury  street, 
at  an  adjudged  expense  of  5(!53,34l!65  (City 
Doc.  No.  98);  together  with  an  order  requesting 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  an  order  to 
provide  the  means  to  pay  therefor;  3.  For 
widening  Leverett  street  on  the  southwesterly 
side,  from  Charles  to  Brighton  street,  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  $41 ,970  (City.  Doc.  No.99);  togeth- 
er ■with  an  order  requesting  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  report  an  order  to  provide  the  means 
to  pay  therefor.  Orders  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

On  the  question  of  giving  the  order  requesting 
the  Finance  Committee  to  provide  the  means  to 
widen  Shawmut  avenue,  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 
raised  the  point  that  the  order  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote.  As  the  city  was  committed  to  the 
■widening  by  passing  the  resolve  and  order  from 
the  Street  Commissioners,  it  might  be  put  in  a  bad 
condition  to  refuse  to  pass  the  order  which  is  to 
come  from  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  President  decided  that  a  two-thirds  rote 
was  not  necessary  under  a  decision  of  the  City 
Solicitor  made  some  time  ago. 

The  roll  ■was  called  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  result  was— yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Notice  of  rejection  of  the  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to 
■widen  School  street.    Placed  on  file. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Medical  Commission  to  examine 
into  the  sanitary  quality  of  various  sources  of 
water  supply.    Placed  ou  file. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor  appointing 
Henrv  G.  Crowell  to  be  a  member  "of  the  Board  of 
Health,  vice  Albert  T.  Whiting,  resigned.  The 
appointment  was  confirmed. 

Report  and  orders,  with  amendments,  to  pay 
the  Boston  Water  Comi)any  $200,000  on  the  con- 
tract for  filling  certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay. 
Recommitted  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

FREE   SOUP. 

The  order  for  the  tree  distribution  of  soup  came 
down  with  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  amendment  adopted  by  this 
Council  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  President— What  action  will  the  Council 
take— adhere  or  recede? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1—1  move  that  the  Council 
recede  from  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  recede,  but  will  adhere  to  its  former  action. 
No  good  reasons  have  been  given  by  the  other 
branch  why  the  Council  should  recede ;  no  argu- 
ments have  been  stated  why  we  should  recede. 
This  appropriation  is  to  be  passed  upon  by  this 
branch  and  the  other,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  in 
the  distribution  of  this  soup,  or  the  expenditure 
of  this  money,  this  branch  of  the  Government 
should  be  represented. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7,  that  the  Council  will  adhere 
to  its  former  vote.  Practically,  I  suppose  it  will 
not  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  whether  this 


ch,arity  is  dispensed  by  the  Committee  on  Police 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  by  a  joint  committee 
from  both  branches ;  but  it  deems  to  me  that 
there  is  a  principle  in  this  thing  which  we  ought 
to  regard,  and  I  think  the  Council  has  some  rights 
which  ought  to  be  respected.  We  have  already 
receded  from  one  former  vote,  and  conceded 
something  to  the  other  branch  in  this  matter 
upon  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice assured  him  that  1  he  last  amendment  of  this 
body  woyld  be  acceptable  to  the  other  branch. 
When  the  order  went  back  there,  only  two  mem- 
bers spoke  upon  this  subject,  and  both  against 
the  amendment.  One  word  from  the  chairman  r»f 
the  Committee  on  Police  would  have  gained  a 
concurrent  vote  on  the  amendment,  and  at  pres- 
ent it  looks  like  a  breach  of  good  faith— at  any 
rate  it  shows  a  want  of  good  faith  in  his  not  ad- 
vocating concurrence.  1  think  the  other  branch 
have  made  an  error  in  confounding  this  matter 
with  the  regular  duties  of  the  police.  Ordinarily 
the  police  are  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. In  this  charity  the  police  act  not  as  police- 
men, but  as  almoners  of  the  city's  charity,  and 
we  are  acting  in  concurrence  with  the  act  of  the 
last  Legislature,  which  gives  the  City  Council,  not 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  poor 
Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  clearly  a  mat- 
ter for  joint  action  and  not  for  the  Board  of  Alder- 
Hien  alone.  The  amendment  offered  at  the  last 
meeting  had  the  appearance  of  a  compromise  of 
the  difference  between  the  two  branches.  We 
have  yielded  our  first  desire  in  the  matter,  and  I 
think  a  proper  regard  for  the  diguity  and  rights 
of  this  body  will  compel  us  to  adhere  to  our  for- 
mer vote,  and  then  if  delay  is  occasioned  the 
blame  will  faU  on  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  it  will  not  be 
out  of  place  to  state  that  in  the  report  of  my 
remarks  in  this  connection,  at  the  last  meeting, 
the  reporter  made  me  state  that  Mr.  Amoiy  was 
in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  this  chanty  by  a 
committee.  The  reporter  no  doubt  misut«derstood 
me.  Mr.  Amory  said  he  thought  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  distribution  of  this  charity  could  be 
left  to  be  investigated  by  a  committee.'  I  do  not 
■wish  Mr.  Amory  to  be  misunderstood  in  the  Gov- 
ernment or  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
but  in  this  case  I  think  it  would  be  more  in  conso- 
nance with  the  dignity  of  the  Council  to  recede. 
The  Boarrt.of  Aldermen  are  evidently  in  the  sulks 
in  this  matter  and  are  bound  to  have  their  own 
way.  They  have  taken  a  stand,  with  a  chip 
on  their  shoulders,  and  unless  there  is  some 
practical  advantage  to  be  gained,  I  think  we  had 
better  recede  rather  than  join  the  Committee  on 
Police  of  this  branch  to  that  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. If  we  are  to  gain  anything  by  adding 
that  committee,  let  us  do  it.  But  I  think  we 
should  preserve  our  dignity  better  by  passing  it 
by,  and  letting  the  Aldermen  have  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— My  only  object  was  to 
have  this  matter  settled,  and  let  the  people  get 
the  soup.  It  matters  not  to  me  how  it  is  done.  I 
certainly  think  we  should  have  a  joint  committee, 
but  as  the  other  branch  seems  determined  to  have 
it  done  by  the  Committee  on  Police,  i  made  the 
motion  to  facilitate  matters. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Two  great  questions 
have  come  before  the  Council  this  year.  One  is 
the  water  question,  which  has  consumed  a  great 
deal  of  time;  the  other  is  the  soup  question, which 
is  consumin>^  a  great  deal  of  time.  There  are 
three  parties  to  this  question— the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  Common  Council  and  the  poor  of  the 
city.  The  Aldermen  have  acted  wisely  in  this 
ease.  They  have  a  small  committee  of  three,  and, 
with  the  knowledge  wliich  the  police  possess,  I 
woirid  prefer  them  to  a  committee  of  six  wiio  be- 
long to  the  Common  Council.  Now,  sir,  as  I  said 
last  week,  I  should  rather  give  this  matter  into 
the  hands  of  a  smaller  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  It  is  cheaper  and  more  economical. 
If  you  put  three  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  three  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  the  committee,  how  soon  will  they 
agree  to  anything?  Will  they  agree  to  any  plan 
sooner  thaii  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  ?  I  sup- 
pose not.  They  may  meet  a  dozen  times  a  day, 
take  breakfast  at  the  Parker  House  and  perhaps 
dinner,  and  when  you  get  through  with  the  com- 
mittee there  wont  be  $3000  for  the  poor.  N'ow,  sir, 
the  poor  want  soup.   If  there  is  any  dignity  in  this 
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Council  we  ought  to  recede.  The  Boanl  of  Alder- 
men are  superior  to  this  branch;  the  Mayor  is  su- 
perior to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  they  should 
give  way  to  the  Mayor.  Now,  the  poor  want  this 
soup,  and  if  we  do  "not  concur  perhaps  this  ques- 
tion may  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council,  and 
perhaps  they  may  get  into  a  quarrel,  and  the  poor 
will  never  get  it.  I  think  the  sooner  the  poor  get 
it  the  better,  and  the  less  dinners  a  joint  commit- 
tee gets  out  of  the  money  the  better. 

The  Council  refused  to  receiie— 25  for,  31 
against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— There  is  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity that  soup  .should  be  furnished  Now  I 
want  to  say  that  the  proper  way  for  us,  a.^  reason- 
able men,  i'*  to  have  a  committee  of  conference. 
I  do  not  desire  to  make  the  motion,  as  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  placed  upon  that  committee.  But  I 
hope  some  gentleman  who  feels  as  much  interest 
in  the  question  as  1  do,  and  has  not  done  as  much 
of  the  labor  as  I  have,  will  move  for  a  committee 
of  conference.  I  would  i  lake  the  motion,  it  I 
were  not  opposed  to  being  upon  that  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— For  the  purpose  of 
solving  the  vexed  question  of  soup,  1  think  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  would 
be  appropriate;  and  I  therefore  move  that  a  com- 
mittee of  conferencs  of  three  members  be  appoint- 
ed to  see  if  we  cannot  do  something. 

The  motion  prevailed— 30  for,  15  against;  and 
Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  Ifi,  Brackett  of  Ward  10 
and  Flynn  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee, and  the  order  was  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  George  F.  Bartlett 
$1609.50,  for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned 
by  laying  out  and  widening  Hunneman  street. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Motion  to  re  onsider  the  vote  whereby  was  ac- 
cepted the  report  of  the  committee  to  investigate 
the  charges  that  the  scheme  for  taking  water  from 
Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  is  one  of  sppciila- 
tion,  etc. 

Mr.  '^haw  of  Ward  5,  who  lia<l  the  floor  at  the 
last  meeting,  when  the  Council  was  declared  ad- 
journed for  want  of  a  quorum,  continued  Ids  re- 
marks on  the  subject.  He  read  the  first  letter 
from  the  Clerk  of'  Committees  requesting  him  to 
appear  before  the  committee  and  was  proceeding 
to  read  his  reply  to  that  note,  when  the  point  oi 
order  was  laised  by  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15,  that 
no  member  has  a  right  to  read  such  a  communica- 
tion in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  it  was  a  part  of  his  argument. 

The  President  ruled  that  if  any  member  object- 
ed, Mr.  Shaw  could  not  read  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  if  he  could  send  it  to  the  Chair 
or  to  the  clerk  to  be  read. 

The  President  said  the  parliamentary  rule  was 
that  no  member  has  a  right  to  read  any  written 
paper,  although  ordinarily  no  objection  is  made 
to  the  reading  of  a  written  speech;  but  if  objec- 
tion is  made  he  would  not  have  the  right  to  read 
even  his  own  speech,  or  any  paper  or  communica- 
tion without  obtaining  leave  of  the  house. 

Mr.  T>acey  of  Ward  20  moved  that  Mr.  Shaw  be 
allowed  to  read  the  communication. 

Mr.  Shavv  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
ques-tion. 

Mr.  Putnam  hoped  permission  woiiid  not  be 
given  to  read  the  communication.  The  Council, 
by  four  consecutive  votes,  had  ilecided  Against 
the  gentleman  fromJAVard  5;  first  upon  the  pass- 
age of  the  original  order  to  a  second  reading,  the 
majority  being  a  large  one.  A.  motion  to  lav  that 
order  upon  the  table  was  defeated ;  the  order  was 
passed,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted, 
and  subsequently  the  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5,  calling  upon  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees for  his  communication,  was  defeated — in  each 
case  by  a' large  majority.  He  thought  it  an  insult 
to  the  Council  to  force  this  question  again 
and  again  upon  them,  after  it  had  been  settled  by 
such  large  majorities.  The  report  expressed  the 
sense  of  a  majority  of  the  Council,  and  he  hoped 
the  Council  would  have  more  dignity  than  to 
allow  this  question  to  be  foisted  upon  them  again. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  said  he  made  the  motion 
out  of  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  minority,  and 
he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  should  be 
heard  in  his  own  defence.  He  was  satisfied  to 
have  the  public  at  laige  judge  between  Mr.  Shaw 
and  the  committee. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  said  he  understood  the 
question  to  be  whether  the  communication  should 
be  read  to  the  Council,  which  was  nothing  but 
another  and  an  ingenious  method  of  bringing  up 


the  question  of  having  it  printed,  which  the  Coun- 
cil had  refused  to  do.  He  had  no  right  to  refuse  to 
sit  in  his  seat  and  listen  to  any  remarks  a  member 
saw  fit  to  make.  At  the  last  meeting  he  not  only 
remained,  but  endeavored  to  secure  enough  mem- 
bers to  form  a  quorum  that  the  member  from 
Ward  5  should  make  his  remarks  at  that  time. 
But  he  did  not  think  the  Council  should  be  com- 
pelled to  sit  there  and  listen  to  the  reading  of  a 
long  communication  which  they  did  not  want  to 
hear. 

Mr,  Denny  of  Ward  !)  said  he  came  to  the  City 
Government  to  serve  the  city  according  to  his  best 
judgment  and  ability.  They  are  approaching  the 
end' of  the  year,  and  it  is  pretty  well  known  out- 
side of  the  Council  that  they  had  been  obliged  to 
liston  to  long  harangues  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  and  afterwards  known  it  to  be  stated  by 
the  gentleman  that  he  had  accomplished  his  pur- 
pose and  killed  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Denny  had  no  light  to  make  such  a  statement, 
foi  it  is  not  true,  and  it  was  not  in  order  to  make 
a  personal  attack  ajjon  liiin. 

The  President  cautioned  Mr.  Denny  against 
making  personal  remarks. 

Mr.  benny  said  that  he  had  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  say  that  he  haci  made  remarks 
to  kill  time.  i 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  denied  the  statement  in  toto. 
Mr.  Denny  said  the  method  of  debate  adopted 
by  fie  gentleman  from  NVard  5  has  been  of  such  a 
character  that  it  deprives  him  of  any  of  the  privi- 
leges he  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to;  that  is 
the  feeling  expressetl  oy  m^embers  of  the  Council, 
and  it  has  been  of  sufficient  notjriety  to  be  notic- 
ed in  the  public  pre-;s.  They  had  listened  to  the 
charges  made  and  a'iopted  ilie  method  suggested 
by  the  gentlemaii  from  Ward  5;  a  committee  was 
appointed,  the  gentleman  was  notified,  and  it  was 
supposed  he  would  furnish  the  information.  He 
preferred  to  take  another  course  and  sent  a  com- 
munication, which  appeared  in  the  public  prints 
before  it  reached  the  committee.  Every  member 
knows  the  contents  of  that  paper,  and  they  had 
had  enough  of  this  subject.  They  had  only  two 
more  meetings  and  could  not  allord  time  to  let 
the  gentleman  make  his  speeches  and  read  his 
communication . 

Mr.  Shavv  of  Ward  5  asked  if,  in  this  free  coun- 
try, a  member  of  a  political  body  was  to  be  gagged 
in  this  way.  He  asked  nothing  but  his  legislative 
right  to  debate  a  matter.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  with  his  snobocracy,  could  not  put  words 
into  the  speaker's  mouth,  nor  brains  in  his  head, 
for  he  had  not  them  to  spare.  To  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Denny,  in  regard  to  notoriety,  he  said  that 
gentleman  had  gained  notoriety  by  announcing 
through  the  press  that  if  he  should  receive  a  nom- 
ination for  the  State  Senate — 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  raised  the  point  tliat  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Shaw  were  not  genuane  to  the 
question. 
The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 
Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  aware  that  the  illustrious 
trio,  composed  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  High- 
lands [Mr.  Putnam],  from  the  sickly  district  on 
the  Back  Bay  [Mr.  Denny],  and  from  the  West 
End  [Mr.  Crocker],  always  attempt  to  call  him 
to  order,  but  they  never  would  succeed  in  depriv- 
ing him  of  the  right  to  speak.  He  noticed  that 
they  are  frequently  out  of  order,  but  no  one  rises 
to  call  them  to  ortler.  He  never  called  a  member 
to  order  in  the  thirteen  sessions  of  his  legislative 
experience.  He  saitl  his  communication  was  to 
the  effect  that  he  had  been  wronged ;  that  he  liad 
never  been  notified  by  that  committee  to  appear 
before  thein,  and  there  is  no  record  to  show  that 
Mr.  Bugbee  was  authorized  to  notify  him. 
Was  he  to  take  the  simple  ipse'  dixit 
of  the  clerk?  The  points  in  his  communi- 
cation would  be  debated  if  the  sientleiuau  from 
Ward  9  had  to  sit  there  till  midnight.  There  is  n't 
a  power  on  earth  that  can  prevent  his  voice  from 
being  heard,  as  he  had  a  right  to  give  his  r<iasons 
for  thinking  that  rejtort  untrue.  He  had  never 
refuse  1  to  go  before  that  committee;  the  lan- 
gu-jge  of  his  communication  was,  "I  decline  at  the 
pr<isent  tiine  to  accept  your  polite  invitation." 
He  did  not  wonder  that  gentleman  did  not  want 
to  hear  it  read.  He  never  intended  to  go  before 
the  committee,  but  he  never  refused  to  go.  It  is 
grossly  ujitrue,  as  stated  in  the  report,  that  he  re- 
fused to  go.  The  public  can  judge  whether  this 
is  a  harangue  or  a  member  standing  singly  and 
alone  in  his  place  defending  his  rights  as  a  'mem- 
ber and  his  character  as  a  man.  His  character 
had  been  called  in  question  in  the  other  branch, 
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and  was  he  to  stand  there  after  a  reelection  by 
double  the  relative  majority  he  had  *ver  liet'oie 
received  and  subinit  id  be  insulted  by  a  member 
of  the  other  branch?  Not  so  long  as  his  voice 
could  be  raised  in  that  room.  If  gentlemen  were 
afraid  to  hear  his  communication  read  he  was  con- 
tent. The  gentleman  from  the  Higlilands  says  it 
is  an  insult  to  the  Council ;  if  lie  had  been  reelect- 
ed, instead  of  defeated,  he  might  stand  up  for  the 
rights  of  thf  Council ;  he  has  been  left  at  home, 
and  the  sjieiker  had  been  returned  ;  the  voice  of 
the  people  has  been  heard,  and  they  will  speak 
again  when  he  slinll  invoke  that  v.. ice.  The  pres- 
sure which  had  been  brought  against  him  had 
reelected  liini  to  a  seat  |there.  He  was  willing 
to  discard  the  reading  and  hoped  to  be  allowed 
to  refer  to  his  written  notes. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  "Ward  20  said  it  he  had  known  Mr. 
Shaw  intended  to  allude  to  the  defeat  or  other 
gentlemen,  he  would  not  have  moved  to  allow  the 
reading,  as  he  was  in  the  same  boat  himself. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  the  call  for  tho  yeas  and 
nays,  and  Mr.  I'utnam  renewed  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  thought  the  better  way 
was  to  allow  the  reading,  as  it  would  save  time. 
The  argument  that  gentlemen  do  not  want  to 
hear  it  is  not  a  dignified  one  ;  they  listen  to  a  great 
many  speeches  they  do  not  waiit  to  heur.  The 
true  way  is  to  hear  a  gentleman,  and  they  would 
get  through  much  sooner. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  thought  the  dignity  of 
the  Council  did  not  recpiire  the  reading  of  the 
document,  which  was  written  to  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees, and  is  considered  of  an  improper  char- 
acter. Most  of  the  members  have  read  it  already, 
and  the  Council  have  voted  that  they  do  not  want 
to  hear  it.  No  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  with  his  well-known  prolixity,  will  take  time 
enough  either  way. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  lost — yeas  2, 
nays  0. 

The  motion  to  permit  the  reading  was  lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  not  my  custom  to 
write  out  any  remarks  I  may  have  to  make  in  the 
Council,  but  as  some  here  are  in  the  habit  of  put- 
ting into  my  mouth  words  which  I  never  used,  I 
have  put  a  few  thoughts  on  to  jsaper,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  question  about  myinnguageor  inten- 
tion. It  will  be  observed  that  my  claim  was,  that 
I  could  not  be  summoned  before  the  committee, 
as  a  defendant  or  otherwise,  except  by  order  of 
the  committee  itself.  My  claim  was  that  the  com- 
mittee, as  a  committee  in  regular  meeting,  had 
never  asked  me  to  appear  before  them.  I  did  not 
then ;  and  I  have  stated  since  that  I  never  did 
intend  to  appear  before  them  on  any  summons 
issued  by  a  clerk,  or  even  by  a  chalnuau,  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  full  committee. 
The  report  says  that  the  clerk  had  that  authority 
(or  to  that  effect),  bat  I  was  never  notified  that  ha 
had  any  such  authority,  nor  did  it  then  appear 
anywhere  that  he  was  so  authorized.  Where  the 
committee  say  I  "refused  to  appear,"  I  say  that  is 
not  true,  because  I  never  had  any  notice  that  I 
was  bound  to  answer.  Of  this  reason  why  I  did  not 
appear,  the  committee  had  full  information  in  the 
first,  second  and  third  articles  of  my  communica- 
tion, which  was  in  their  own  hands.  Still  they  never 
gave  me  any  notice  that  I  was  bound  to  answer. 
Everything  that  I  have  said,  even  when  I  said  at 
the  meeting  before  the  last  that  I  did  not  intend 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  was  based  upon 
my  communication,  which  they  had  in  their  pos- 
session. They  knew  why  I  tlid  not  appear,  and 
why  I  did  not  intend  to  appear.  If  the  committee 
themselves  had  directed  nocice  requesting  me  to 
appear,  and  had  so  informed  me,  the  case  would 
have  changed,  and  1  should,  from  want  of  cour- 
tesy, jierhaps,  been  derelict.  Some  may  think 
that  this  was  sharp  practice  on  my  part.  My  reply 
to  that  is  that  the  attcirk  on  me  was  sharp  practice. 
It  was  a  hostile  attack  on  me.  I  consider  my  lan- 
guage tortured  from  its  true  meaning  for  the  pur- 
pose of  justifying  this  attack.  It  was  persisted  in 
after  I  had  explained  from  my  seat  over  and  over 
again,  that  I  never  meant  to  charge  any  corrup- 
tion or  fraud  on  any  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, as  every  fair  man  here  must  admit.  And  I 
here  repeat  and  say,  that  I  never  did  hear  that 
any  member  of  the  Government  was  influenced  by 
personal  consideration.',  except  in  two  instances, 
one  in  the  other  branch  and  one  in  this,  and  that 
related  to  the  general  talk  of  their  hopes  and 
desire  to  be  appointed  on  the  Water  Commission. 
But  neither  of  those  instances  was  in  my  mind 
then,  nor  does  the  language  charged  against  me 
justlv  iiichide  either  of  them.  But  it  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  this  attack  is  made  upon  me   l)y  the 


only  member  of  this  branch  who  has  been,  even 
by  rumor,  supposed  to  be  influenced  on  thi-i  water 
question  by  hope  of  reward.  I  hope  the  zeal 
which  has  prompted  this  attack  is  not  the  result 
of  mercenary  motives.  I  have  no  apology  to 
make;  nothing  to  take  ba(;k.  The  record  "will 
stand  for  all  tim:?  to  come,  that  my  children  and 
yours  and  those  who  may  come  after  us,  and  those 
who  may  hereafter  occupy  these  seats,  may 
know  v)h'o  has  been  here  when  we  are  gone. 
Now,  sir,  as  this  attack  on  inc  partakes,  to  a  great 
extent,  of  a  personal  character,  I  may  be  excused 
for  answering  it  with  some  suggestions  jiersonal 
to  myself,  eSi^ecially  now  as  the  dying  embers  of 
the  present  City  Government  are  fast  fading  out 
and  the  most  of  us  will  soon  part  to  meet  no  more 
together  this  side  of  eternity.  This  war  upon  me 
has  raged  from  Bunker  Hill  oi^ei'  Beacon  Hill, 
down  through  the  sickly  valley  of  the  Back  Bay  and 
across  from  the  Twelfth  Ward  over  the  SouthBos- 
ton flats,  with  alderraanic  vengeance,  and  the  ene 
my  has  even  ventured  to  invade  and  entrench  up- 
on the  spot  where  stood  old  Fort  Hill;  but  there 
Greek  met  Greek,  and  back  to  their  own 
dung  hills  skulked  the  cohorts  of  the  ring, 
repulsed  and  routed^  horse,  foot  and  dragoon. 
We  read  in  the  good  book  that  the  Israelites  es- 
caped from  the  bondage  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
that  the  Lord  opened  the  waters  of  the  Ked  Sea 
and  made  dry  land  for  their  safe  passage.  But 
when  "Pharaoh  with  his  chariot,  and  his  600 
chosen  chariots,  and  all  the  chariots  of  Egypt" 
pursued  them,  the  waters  closed  over  the  pursuers 
and  men,  horses  and  chariots  were  ingulfed.  The 
labor  of  certain  hosts  with  men,  chariots,  horses 
and  money,  who  attempted  with  great  power  to 
bring  me  into  contempt,  and  thus  defeat  my  re- 
election to  the  Council  by  forcing  me  into  '-no  en- 
viable position,"  has  been  a  Red  Sea  expedition 
repeated,  with  the  loss  of  their  time,  labor  and 
money.  The  \\  aters  have  closed  <  ver  them,  and  I 
am  returned  to  the  Council  by  double  the  relative 
majority  I  ever  before  received.  This  to  me  is 
conclusive  that  the  people  of  Boston  sustain  my 
views  and  the  course  I  have  pursued  since  I  have 
held  a  seat  at  this  board,  and  is  satisfaction  enough. 
I  am  glad  to  know  that  these  words  ("no  enviable 
position")  were  not  coined  in  the  brain,  nor  uidict- 
ed  by  the  pen  of  any  member  of  that  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  branch  of  the  City  Council.  At 
the  impiovip  feast  given  by  Belshazzar,  king  of 
Babylon,  to  his  thousand  lords,  there  was  seen  this 
handwriting  upon  the  wall  of  his  temple:  "Mene, 
mene  ;  tekeTupharsin  .'"  And  that  night  was  Bel- 
shazzar, king  of  the  Chaldeans,  slain.  Now  let 
there  be  indelibly  stamped  upon  the  walls  of  this 
hall  these  significant  words,  "No  Enviable  Posi- 
tion," that  they  may  stand  as  a  warning  to  every 
honest,  upright  man  that  he  nolds  no  enviable  po- 
sition if  he  dares  to  speak  his  convictions,  for  he, 
too,  may  meet  the  fate  of  the  impious  Belshazzar. 
No  one  is  more  fully  aware  than  myself  of  the  fact 
that  I  have  made  rnany  enemies  since  I  have  had 
something  to  do  with  the  publie  affairs  of  the  city 
and  the  State ;  but  I  trust  that  I  have  also  made 
not  a  few  friends  in  endeavoring  to  do  my  dutj'. 
From  the  district  I  now  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent I  have  been  elected  to  the  Council,  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  some  ten  or 
twelve  times,  and  there  lives  upon  the  soil  of  Mas- 
sachusetts but  a  single  individual  who  has  sei-^'ed 
a  larger  number  of  legislative  terms  than  myself , 
but  never  before  last  Tuesday  was  I  chosen  by 
one-half  the  relative  majority  which  I  then  re- 
ceived. I  thank  God  that  an  inheritance  of  honor 
and  integrity  has  comedown  tome  fiom  my  an- 
cestors, which  fortifies  me  against  the  attacks, 
both  inside  and  outside  of  this  place,  of 
wily  schemists,  however  much  may  be 
their  abuse,  however  deeply  laid  their  plans. 
I  thank  God,  sir,  that  in  my  veins  runs  an  inherit- 
ance of  the  blood  of  those  Pilgrim  patriots,  among 
whom  were  William  Brewster,  John  Carver,  Ed- 
Mard  Winslow,  Jchn  Robinson,  Myles  Standish, 
Isaac  AUerton  and  Joun  Alden,  who,  persecuted 
for  opinion's  sake,  left  the  little  town  of  Scruebj- 
in  the  west  of  England  in  1608,  and  after  sojouru- 
iiig  in  Holland  till  161!t,  set  sail  for  this  continent 
and  landed  on  the  "rough  and  rock-bound  coast" 
of  Plymouth  shore  in  1620— 2.')4  years  ago. 

I  thank  God  that  their  principles,  as  well  as 
their  blood,  are  inherited  by  some  of  us,  and  that 
their  independence  and  freedom  of  thought, 
speech  and  action  are  our  political  inherit- 
ance, and  are  guaranteed  to  us  so  long  as 
this  country  of  ours  remains  the  "Laud 
of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 
One  of  old  said,  "Had  I  but  served  my  God  with 
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half  the  zeal  I've  served  luy  king"  etc.  Let  me 
say,  had  I  but  served  my  pocket  (since  I  have  been 
here)  vi'ith  half  the  zeal  I  've  served  my  city,  I 
should  have  been  a  richer  if  not  a  wiser  man. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  explained,  in  regard  to 
the  remark  of  Mr.  Shaw  connecting  Mr.  Denny's 
name  with  the  State  senatoiship,  that  when  Mr. 
Denny  was  asked  to  stand,  his  reply  was  that 
of  a  man  who  wanted  no  office,  and  wanted  r.o 
man  to  work  for  him,  and  that  being  understood, 
he  was  willing  to  do  what  service  he  could  for  his 
fellow  citizens  without  interfering  with  his  own 
business. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  that  now  that  Mr. 
Shaw  had  succeeded  in  inflicting  his  eloquent 
oration,  as  they  would  be  expected  to  call  it,  upon 
the  unwilling  ears  of  the  Council,  and  had  com- 
pelled the  Council  to  allow  him  to  exercise  his  in- 
alienable light  to  make  a  nuisance  of  himself,  he 
hoi  ed  ttie  Council  would  proceed  row  to  re- 
consider. 

The  President  cautioned  Mr.  Ciocker  against 
personalities. 

Mr.  Shaw  continued  his  remarks,  say'ug  he  had 
received  communications  from  the  lai«i  George 
B.  Upton  and  Gardner  Bre\\  er,  express- 
ing contideuce  in  his  integrity  and  com- 
mending the  position  he  had  taken  against 
accepting  the  Sudbury  River  act.  He  had  infor- 
mation that  laborers  upon  the  banks  of  Sudbury 
River,  after  bathing  therein,  had  been  contami- 
nated with  skin  diseases.  Mr.  Ui)ton  called  upon 
him  several  times  to  submit  advice,  and  Mr. 
Brewer  called  upon  him  a  few  clavs  before  his 
death  and  thanked  him  for  speaking  as  plainly  as 
he  had.  The  gentleman  from  the  Kinth  W'ard 
may  make  a  great  fuss  about  having  his  name  in 
the  papers,  and  then  have  it  explained;  but  hn  had 
some  experience  in  legislative  matters  .and  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Wards  C  and  9  might  slur  him  as  they 
pleased ;  no  Uriah  Heep  from  the  Sixth  or  any  other 
ward  could  bluff  him  down.  Money  had  been 
spent  to  defeat  him,  and  if  it  were  in  order  he 
could  name  persons  under  the  ciAer  of  City  Hall; 
they  had  hired  horses  and  coaches  to  drive  about 
and  defeat  hi-in.  He  had  never  expected  to  come 
there  again,  and  would  not  but  for  Those  words, 
"no  enviable  position."  But  it  had  been  the 
proudest  day  of  his  life  to  receive  such  an  over- 
whelming majority.  To  those  who  wish  to  raise 
points  of  order,  he  said  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to 
put  them  in  at  one  fell  swoop,  as  did  Lord  Timo- 
thy Dexter,  who  printed  a  book  and  put  the  stops 
all  on  the  last  page.  He  had  never  made  a  charge 
against  any  member  in  connection  with  the  Sud- 
bury scheme.  He  believed  that  if  the  members  of 
the  committee  had  all  lead  that  communication  a 
different  report  would  have  been  made,  and  that 
no  such  words  as  unenviable  position  would 
have  been  written.  Those  words  were  not  written 
by  any  member  of  the  committee.  There  is  a 
power  behind  the  throne  which  is  sometimes 
mightier  than  the  throne  itself.  When  he  was 
chairman  of  a  committee  he  made  his  own  reports, 
and  when  simply  a  member  he  always  ascertains 
who  wiites  the  reports. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion 
for  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Kimball  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have 
a  vote. 

Mr.  CrocJker  objected  to  the  withdra'val. 

The  President  rulea  that  under  the  ninth  rule 
the  motion  could  be  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Shaw 
withdrew  it. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  CHARLESTOW^N. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  stating 
that  the  committee  had  learned  that  they  could 
build  the  whole  of  the  Prospect-street  School- 
house,  in  Chaiiestown,  for  the  amount  named  in 
the  original  order  for  only  a  part  of  the  work. 
They  therefore  recommend  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  in  the  City 
Council  July  13, 1874,  directing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  contract  tor  the  work  of  exca- 
vating the  cellar  and  building  the  foundation 
walls  and  placing  the  first  floorupon  the  same  for 
a  building  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  on  Pros- 
r  ect  and  Edgewoith  streets,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rescinded. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  grammar  school- 
house  on  land  belonging  to  the  city,  situated  on 
Prospect  street,  at  the  corner  of  Edgewoith  street, 
Charlestown,  from  plans  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction,  at  an  estimated  cost 


of  $75,000;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation already  made  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  grammar  schoolhouse,  Wihthrop  Dis- 
trict, Chaiiestown. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  AVard  16,  who  ex- 
plained the  subject,  the  rule  was  suspended,  and 
the  orders  were  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Dacey  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  wisdom 
of  the  committee,  in  finding  that  they  could  build 
the  whole  stiucture  for  what  they  thought  a  part 
of  it  wovdd  cost. 

THE    SUDBURV-RIVliR  SCHEME. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  to  seize  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and 
Farm  pond  to  convey  them  into  the  ci'y.  1  ask 
to  have  that  order  taken  up  because  I 'consider 
that  this  matter  should  be  sett'ed  by  this  City 
Government;  I  feel  that  it  is  important,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  every  one  else  does.  If  it  is  taken 
up  I  have  a  few  facts  and  figures  in  an.swer  to 
some  statements  that  have  been  made  in  regard 
to  the  Charles  River  plan.  I  have  been  at  some 
pains  to  get  them  up,  and  I  should  like  to  state 
them. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12- -We  have  only  received 
the  report  of  the  medical  commission "tlii^  even- 
ing, and  we  ought  to  have  time  to  look  over  it 
before  we  take  a  vote  on  the  Sudbury  River  here. 
This  seems  to  be  a  very  important  rei)ort,  and  we 
hsould  have  time  to  study  it  thoroughly. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— We  had  the  real  result  of 
that  report.some  time  ago,  and  I  don't  desire  to 
vote  upon  the  question  tonight.  But  I  think  it 
nothing  more  than  fair  that  the  whole  uia.ter  of  a 
water  supply  should  be  presented  to  the  Council. 
The  advocates  of  the  different  schemes  other  than 
Sudbury  River  have  had  their  day;  the  advo- 
cates of  Sudbury  River  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  present  its  merits. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  was  about  to  make  a 
similar  motion  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
arose;  but  inasmuch  as  we  have  lust  received 
this  report  I  think  it  might  be  as  well  to  ^ake  the 
order  from  the  table  and  specially  assign  it.  I  am 
aware  that  the  gentleman  has  some  facts  and  fig- 
ures which  he  wishes  to  state  to  the  Council,  but 
I  have  not  any  idea  that  we  shall  get  a  vote  upon 
it  this  evening.  But  1  do  think  we  should  take  a 
vote  next  week,  and  for  this  reason  :  when  we  go 
to  the  Legislature  and  ask  for  Charles  Kiver  we 
shall  be  met  with  this  question :  "Why  did  not  you 
act  upon  the  report  that  you  had  ?"  I  think  it"  we 
do  not  act  upon  it  it  will  prejudice  our  case ;  if  we 
either  take  the  Sudbury  River  or  refuse  it  we  can 
do  better  than  if  we  take  no  action  at  all. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Wartl  15 — I  wish  to  add  my  views 
to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1.  I  sincere- 
ly hope  this  order  will  be  taken  from  the  table, 
especially  in  the  interest  of  some  of  us  who  have 
not  Deen "fortunate  enough  to  be  returned  here  by 
298  votes,  who  wish  to  appear  upon  the  record  in 
this  matter  before  we  return  to  private  life.  There 
are  only  one  or  two  meetings  to  be  held,  and  I 
hojie  we  shall  decit'e  the  question  before  the  year 
is  ended. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  taken  from  the  table.  1  supi)o.se  the  gentleman 
arose  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  upon  the  elec- 
tion. He  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  be  returned 
by  298  votes;  but  he  was  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
left  at  home  by  almost  as  many  votes. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  the 
question  wa«  upon  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  [Mr.  Peabody],  for  whose  opinion  1 
have  the  highest  respect,  tells  us  that  the 
Chaiie-J  is  the  source  of  all  others  to  get  a  per- 
manent supply  from.  I  agree  with  him  as 
tar  as  the  supply  goes,  but  am  iiot  (jiiite  sure  Chat 
it  is  the  best  source.  As  to  the  sanitary  (pialities, 
the  report  of  the  committee,  as  far  as  lieard  from, 
places  the  two  about  on  an  equality.  As  to  the 
quantity,  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  Charles 
affords  the  largest  supply ;  hut,  sir,  how  much  (lo 
we  require  in  addition  to"  the  present  stip))ly  for 
the  next  twenty  years?  I  state  it  at  twenty 
millions  of  gallons  daily,  giving  us  at  the  lowest 
estimate  thirty-five  millions  of  gallons  per  day. 
(Some  of  us  may  want  a  few  drops  extra  before 
then,  but  that  o"ught  to  be  enough  for  all  practical 
purposes.)  What  we  are  after  is  not  a  source  to 
supply  all  the  water  used,  but  a  sure  addition  to 
our  present  stock  to  insure  a  full  supply  at  all 
times  and  for  all  purposes.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the 
cost  of  the  Sudbury  plan.  The  cost  for  building 
the   conduit  from  Farm  Pond,  land  carnage,  the 
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eoiistniotion  of  four  storage  basins  (the  estimated 
l)lan  in  report  85  contemplates  seven  basins,  but  I 
am  informed  that,  to  t'nrnisli  all  we  possibly  re- 
(juire,  It  can  be  stored  in  four  basins,  and  on  that 
r Ian  I  have  my  ti^nies),  is  $4,988,318.  This  is  not 
guess  work,  but  figures  based  on  ))lans  already 
made,  showinc;  every  section  along  the  route, 
vouched  for  by  our  engineers,  and  these  figures 
were  made  at  prices  of  two  years  ago  and,  as 
everybody  knows,  would  be  much  less  today,  as 
material  and  labor  are  lower.  Now,  sir,  we  are  to 
add  to  this  the  mill  dauiagcs  below  the  point  of 
taking,  which  is  the  costoi  the  water.  Gentlemen 
have  stated  them  at  two  millions  of  dollars.  This 
is  simply  an  exaggerated  statement,  founded  on 
no  estimate,  but  merely  a  wild  assertion.  1  wish 
to  make  a  special  point  On  this  fact,  i  know  par- 
ties who  wdl  guarantee  the  damage  for  $500,000, 
and  will  make  money  at  that;  but  whether  that 
is  so  or  not,  I  know  from  i)etsonal  conversation 
with  mill  agents  at  Lowell  who  are  conversant 
with  the  matter,  that  the  damage  would 
be  imaginary.  1  asked  the  question  of  two 
or  three  prominent  agents  what  in  their  juilgment 
would  be  the  difference  in  the  flow  of  Concord 
River,  after  the  junction  of  the  .Sudbury  and 
Assabet ;  their  reply  was,  "Little  or  nothing."  So 
far  the  great  "bugbear"  of  mill  damage,  like  Ben 
Butler,  after  all,  amounts  to  but  little.  We  do  not 
propose  to  dry  up  Sudbury  Kiver,  but  to  store 
from  the  waste  sufficient  to  till  one,  two  or  three 
basins,  from  which  to  chaw  in  case  of  need,  on 
the  Chai-le>  we  should  have  to  flow  4000  acres  in  a 
single  basin,  a  large  portion  of  it  necessardy 
shallow,  to  be  drawn  down  in  a  dry  time,  to  per- 
haps four  or  live  feet,  consequently  impure  and 
nnflt  for  use.  This  question  of  basins  "is  an  im- 
portant one"  with  me.  This  will  be  the  only  stor- 
age basin  on  the  Charles.  C)n  the  Sudbury  we  can 
build  three  or  four  basins,  enough  to  supply  us 
for  t"*enty  years,  and  by  and  by  we  can  build  an- 
other, and  still  another,  for  the  plan  con- 
templates seven  basins,  each  connected  with 
the  other,  and  yet  oach  separate  and  com- 
plete in  itself.  It  seems  as  if  Nature's  God 
had  foreseen  our  present  position  and  arranged  tlie 
surroundings  to  suit  our  present  need,  lor  should 
we  have  these  basins  made  to  order  we  could  not 
improve  on  what  is  already  prepared  for  our  use. 
As  1  have  stated,  the  cost  of  land,  conduit,  and 
other  expenses  will  not  exceed  .¥5,000,000,  and  this 
estimate  includes  the  contract  for  the  Chestnut 
Hill  tunnel.  On  the  Charles,  allowing  the  mill 
damage  to  be  the  same,  the  cost  of  land,  conduit, 
interest  for  pumping,  cost  of  machinery,  etc.,  wili 
be  for  the  same  quantity  of  water  as  from  the 
Sudbury,  .1;5,900,000;  add  to  this  repair  bills  and  the 
liability  of  machinery  to  get  out  of  order,  and  the 
difference  in  favor  of  "the  Sudbury  plan  is.'t!l,000,000. 
The  time  of  completing  the  work  would  be 
nearly  the  same, — two  years  at  the  outside 
and  perhaps  less.  The  Sudbury  plan  could  be  ac- 
complished sooner,  as  the  work  wouUl  be  com- 
menced at  once ;  whereas  the  Charles  plan  has  to 
wait  action  of  the  Legislature  and  the  preparing 
of  plans,  etc.  The  iinmediale  use  of  the  Sudbury, 
as  is  well  known,  can  be  had  today ;  whereas  to  use 
the  Charles  would  entail  the  erection  of  pumping 
works.  In  view  of  these  facts,  sir,  can  any  gentle- 
man hesitate  which  of  the  two  plans  he  will 
choose?  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  the  majority  of  this  Council,  but  I  must 
earnestly  uiae  that  this  City  (iovernment,  after 
all  the  lighu  and  information  they  have  Ind 
on  this  subject,  will  decide  this  question, 
and  not  pass  it  to  a  new  government,  who 
will  have  to  go  through  the  same  experience 
before  they  can  act.  As  an  additional  support  to 
my  reasoning,  I  would  refer  to  the  exhaustive 
reports  of  our  engineers,  contained  in  City  Docu- 
ments Nos.  29  and  134  of  1873,  and  Nos.  38  and  85  of 
1874,  all  of  which  reports  I  trust  members  of  this 
Council  have  read,  thereby  preventing  the  neces- 
sity of  any  argument  to  show  the  importance  of 
an  additional  supply  of  water  for  the  commou 
interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  have  endeavored  to 
be  very  careful,  in  everything  I  have  said  upon 
this  matter  of  a  water  supply,  not  to  overstate  or 
misstate  anything.  All  I  want  is  to  get  at  the 
truth,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  look  for  that.  If 
in  anything  I  have  said  I  have  made  any  errors,  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  them  corrected  in  detail. 
My  good  friend  from  Ward  13  has  spoken  of 
errors  made  by  me,  but  the  reference  is  only 
general.  I  think  no  details  were  given  of 
any  error.  Reference  was  made  to  the  sum  of 
ii!2,000,000  for  mill    damages  on  the  Sudbury  as 


given  by  me.  No  such  tigure  w  as  ever  given  bv 
me;  he  must  have  got  that  .somewhere  else.  I 
think  the  gentlemen  spoke  of  a  supply  of  thirty- 
ttve  millions.  The  water  reports  state  tliat  we  need 
sixty  million  gallons,  at  least,  beside  the  Mystic, 
and  I  have  the  opinion  of  excellent  engineers  that 
the  time  wiU  soon  come  when  we  can  no  longer 
drink  the  Mystic  sup/)ly.  That  is  one  of  my  reasons 
for  believing  the  time  will  come  when  the  Sud- 
bury will  not  giv  e  the  city  a  suflicient  supply.  Cer- 
tainly the  amount  mentioned,  thii-ty-five  millions, 
is  insufficient  in  all  the  reports  given  to  us.  As 
for  mill  damages,  ;t  seems  to  me  to  be  the  cloudiest 
question  that  can  come  before  us.  I  cannot  form 
the  slightest  idea  of  it,  nor  do  I  think  it  is  possible 
for  any  one  to  do  so.  I  look  upon  the  question 
with  a  great  deal  of  dread,  and  that  which  seems 
to  me  to  give  the  decided  preference  to  the  Charles 
is,  that  to  get  your  forty  millions  of  gallons  from 
the  Sudbury,  you  have  to  take  the  whole  river  and 
pay  damaues  lo  Jie  mill  owners  down  below.  And 
it  was  stated  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  other 
day,  that  (ieneral  Butler  owned  half  these  mills, 
and  we  can  easily  judge  that  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  push  the  case  in  the  most  vigorous  man- 
ner against  the  city.  Now,  in  the  Charles,  the 
best  informal  ion  that  I  can  obtain  is  that  a  quan- 
tity of  water  equal  to  the  whole  of  the 
Sudbury  River  runs  to  waste  every  winter. 
If  ti.at  is  the  case,  it  does  seem  to  me 
to  be  good  reason  for  believing  that  we  can  get 
forty  millions  from  the  Charles  much  cheaper  in 
the  way  of  mill  damages,  than  we  can  from  the 
Sudbuiy.  I  don't  pretend  to  have  any  basis  in 
forming  this  opinion,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
can  put  them  very  much  lower.  If  the  mUl  dam- 
ages are  going  to  run  up  .o  millions  in  the  Sub- 
bury,  we  can  make  them  much  less  by  taking  the 
Charles.  The  gentleman  says  the  cost  of  the 
Charles  will  be  about  $5,900,000".  Those  flgxires  are 
probably  made  by  assuminarthat  it  will  cost  $60,000 
a  year  tor  pumping;  therefore  they  put  a  million 
dollars  into  the  cost  now.  I  thinw  if  my  friend 
will  look  at  the  report  he  will  see  that  it  is 
so.  li  is  difficult  to  say  what  the  cost  of 
either  scheme  will  be;  but  we  harve  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Chesbrough  that  the  Charles  is 
much  less  expensive  than  the  Sudbury.  I  heart- 
ily agree  with  my  friend  that  it  is  time  to  come 
to  a  conclusion  on  this  matter.  The  Council  has, 
ordered  a  careful  investigation,  and  it  seems  to 
me  most  wisely  and  judiciously.  And  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  same  sagacity  which  led  us  to  the 
investigation  should  now  lead  us  to  make  up  our 
minds  and  give  our  votes  squarely,  in  accordance 
with  oi'.r  convictions,  and  not  let  "he  sub- 
ject go  over  to  the  next  CAuncU,  many  of  the 
members  of  which  will  be  new  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion. We  have  got  in  all  the  investigations  asked 
for  by  this  Council,  except  the  one  on  Flax  Pond, 
which  was  never  asked  for  by  this  Council.  It 
was  introduced  here  by  the  Committee  on  Water, 
and  I  don't  think  that  should  induce  us  to  wait.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  scheme  is  entirely  a  per- 
sonal speculation.  It  seems  to  me  to  demand  no 
delay  or  consideration  from  us.  I  am  ready  now, 
and  shall  be  ready  to  cast  a  square  vote  at  the 
next  meeting,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  rest  of  the 
Council  are  so. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  do  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  misstating  the  position  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Wartl  9.  I  merely  used  his  name  as  an 
advocate  for  the  Charles  R"iver.  So  far  as  Mr. 
Chesbrough  is  concerned,  I  have  the  highest  re- 
spect for  him  and  also  for  Mr.  Ftely,  with  whom 
I  consulted.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  see  nim  and 
talk  with  him  before  they  vote. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  inthe  chair. 

Mr.  1  Jenny  of  Ward  9— I  hope  the  members  of 
the  Council  will  make  up  their  minds  to  vote  on 
this  question  at  the  next  meeting.  Some  of  us 
have  been  considerino-  it  two  years,  ard  I  do  not 
want  the  public  to  have  the'opinion  that  we  are 
incompetent  to  act  upon  this  question.  I  there- 
fore move  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned 
for  half-past  eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting, 
and  that  the  tinal  vote  be  taken  one  hour  later. 

Mr.  Kent  of  V'ard  21— In  regard  to  mill  dam- 
ages, there  is  no  question  but  it  is  a  serious  mat- 
ter, and  no  man  can  settle  it.  But  when  you  come 
to  talk  with  any  one  on  the  subject,  he  can  give 
no  particular  reason  for  his  belief,  exce])t  saying 
that  io  will  be  enormous.  In  looking  over  this  re- 
port of  the  Medical  Commission  I  find,  on  page 
41,  there  are  about  twenty-five  manufacturing 
establishments  on  the  Sudbury  and  its  tributaries. 
Subdividing  these  somewhat  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  works,  we  have — 
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"Woollen  and  shoddy  mills  3,  batting  and  twine 
2,  print  works  (not  yet  started)  1,  boot  and  shoe 

1,  saw  mills  7,  emery  mills  2,  machine  shop  1,  plas- 
ter mills  4,  grist  mills  9.  Total— 30  industries 
and  220  employes,  of  which  the  woollen,  shoddy 
and  batting  mills  employ  128  and  the  boot  and 
shoe  30." 

Then,  upon  turning  to  (i^ge  49,  the  classification 
of  the  mills  on  the  Charles  River  is— 

"Total  G6  mills  on  the  Charles  River  and  its 
tributaries— woollen  and  shoddy  mills  10,  paper 
mills  4,  cotton,  thread  and  batting  6,  felting  mills 

2,  saw  mills  26,  grist  mills  9,  macnine,  nail,  knife, 
etc.,  7,  carriage,  Avheelwright  and  cabinet  4,  paint, 
bonnet-frame,  leather-board,  cement,  brick  (each 
1)  5.  Total  number  of  employes  in  the  woollen, 
snoddy,  felting,  paper,  batting,  cotton  and  thread 
mills  using  water  power,  about  700.  Total  number 
of  factories  on  the  Charles  River  drainage  area, 
139." 

By  looking  at  the  distribution  of  the  mills  gen- 
tlemen will  see  at  once  that  it  is  almost  a  self-evi- 
dent fact  that  the  damages  upon  the  Sudbury 
River  cannot  amount  to  anything  like  those  upon 
the  Charles.  In  the  first  place  the  number  of 
mills  is  much  smaller,  there  being  only  three 
amounting  to  anything  in  the  way  of  manufactur- 
ing. I  simply  call  attention  to  this  fact  that  gen- 
tlemen may  know  it;  although  I  have  no  doubt  it 
will  attract  the  notice  of  many. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  has 
read  some  remarks  from  the  Medical  Commission. 
I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  page  88,  where 
reference  is  made  to  the  quality  of  the  wafer : 

"The  Charles  i»  superior  to  the  Sudbury  in  the 
color,  taste,  and  general  appearance  of  tiie  water, 
and  in  risk  of  contamination  by  present  and  fu- 
ture population,  and  by  future  manufacturing 
refuse.  The  probability  is,  therefore,  that  chemi- 
cal analysis  will  turn  directly  in  favor  of  the 
Charles,  leaving  the  Sudbury  of  the  future  the 
sole  advantage  of  superior  facilities." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  merely  refer  to  that,  as 
the  gentleman  made  reference  to  the  same  report. 
In  regard  to  the  matter  of  mill  damage,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  referred  to  some  figures 
that  I  have  produced.  I  have  looked  over  this 
matter  of  damages  very  carefully.  I  have  based 
the  damages  on  the  amount  of  water  power,  and  I 
gave  it  at  $1,800,000,  or  nearly  two  millions.  I 
ijiink  the  engineer  has  estimated  them  at  very 
nearly  that  or  more,  and  when  the  gentleman 
talks  about  the  damages  being  only  $500,000,  it 
.seems  to  me  he  could  not  have  made  any  real  cal- 
culation on  the  subject,  because  there  is  so  much, 
water  power  to  be  replaced  and  steam  power  is  to 


be  furnished  equivalent  to  the  water  power.  Now 
in  regard  to  the  mill  damages,  the  gentleman 
quotes  the  number  of  mills  on  both  rivers.  That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  It  is  the 
amount  of  power  and  head  of  the  water  that  you 
take,  and  the  head  and  power  are  very 
much  less  on  the  Charles  than  on  the  Sud- 
bury. It  is  possible  that  we  may  not  take 
the  water  of  Mother  Brook.  If  we  should 
take  the  water  of  the  Charles  without  taking 
Mother  Brook  and  take  it  from  Newton  Upper 
Falls,  the  damage  would  not  be  one  half  what  it 
would  be  on  Sudbury  River.  I  cannot  conceive 
any  possible  way  of  comparing  the  damages  of 
the  Sudbury  with  the  Charles.  Sudbury  Rivei' 
runs  through  large  manufacturing  towns;  and 
another  thing,  if  we  take  that  river  we  take  about 
the  whole  of  it  to  provide  50,000,000  daily.  The 
minimum  amount  given  by  the  engineer  is  40,000,- 
000  gallons  tlaily,  while  if  we  take  the  Charles  we 
get  70,000,000  or  80,000,000  daily.  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  into  any  lengthy  arfiument  now,  as  the  gen- 
tleman has  moved  to  specially  assign  the  order. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  referred  members  to  the 
City  Engineer  and  Mr.  Ftely,  and  asked  them  to 
consult  those  authorities,  as  well  as  City  Docu- 
ment 85. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  thought  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Commission  would  throw  a  great  deal  of 
light  on  the  comparative  purity  of  the  two  sources 
and  he  hoped  members  would  study  it. 

Mr.  Denny  of  War  J  9 — 1  hope  gentlemen  will 
bear  in  mind  that  the  city  has  the  right  to  take 
the  Sudbuiy  and  not  the  right  to  take  the  Charles, 
or  any  othei  source,  though  that  is  a  matter  for 
the  future,  but  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  past 
it  will  be  an  important  element  in  the  question. 

Mr.  Denny  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  and 
specially  assign  the  order,  and  hoped  the  Council 
would  show  by  their  vote  whether  they  are  in  fa- 
vor or  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Putnam  suggested  eight  o'clock  instead  of 
814,  and  Mr.  Denny  accepted  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  divided  and  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  to  eight  o'clock  on  the  next 
meeting,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  final  vote  be 
taken  at  half- past  nine. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  that  when  the  Council  ad- 
journ it  be  to  Wednesday  evenint;;  next,  and  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Putnam  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing was  made  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  the  mo- 
tion as  amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    31,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meethis:  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clarki  Chairma.i,  presiding. 

JUBOUS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  first  and  sec- 
ond sessions,  respectively ;  also  twelve  traverse 
jurors  for  the  Municipnl  Court,  Brighton  District. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officers— James  G.  Ai-becam,  Lawrence 
M.  Masury,  Paul  Woodworth,  Edgar  A.  Hicks, 
Thomas  W.  Coleman,  Richxrd  F.  Irish,  George  W. 
Lane,  Z.  Taylor  Stevens,  Sidney  E.  Palmer,  Estell 
W.  Lincoln,  Edward  F.  Gaskin,  Joshua  D.  Hill, 
Byron  Richards,  Martin  W.  Roberts. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to 
the  Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— Simeon  L. 
Phillips,  District  Telegraph  Co. ;  George  Munn, 
Maverick  House  and  its  vicinity,  William  Page, 
Salem  and  Charlestown  streets. 

Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFEBBED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Trustees  of 
estate  of  Joshua  Sears,  that  Purchase-street  better- 
ment of  $2124.70  be  refunded,  it  being  ascertained 
that  the  city  had  no  legal  right  to  assess  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lam2JS.  John  Weld  et  al., 
for  lamps  on  Hyde  Park  avenue. 

To  the  Special  Coinmittee  on  Municipal  Elec- 
tion Returns.  Calvin  Torrey  et  al.,  that  the  bal- 
lots for  Inspectors  of  Election  in  Ward  12  be  re- 
counted. They  claim  that  the  votes  cast  for  J.  S. 
H.  Fogg,  Jr.,  were  intended  for  W.  J.  G  Fogg. 

M.  H.  Keenan  et  al.,  for  a  recount  of  votes  for 
Clerk  of  Ward  12,  they  believing  that  Matthew  F. 
Connor  was  duly  elected. 

Cuarles  E'.  Sullivan  et  al.,  for  recount  of  votes 
for  Inspectors  in  Ward  3. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  George  H.  Lane, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Cornhill,  on 
Washington  street  at  the  corner  of  Cornhill,  and 
on  Cornhill  and  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Alexander  Phelburn,  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Canterbury 
street.  Ward  17. 

Patrick  W.  Morrison,  for  leave  to  move  and  oc- 
cupy wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Oakland 
street  W^ard  19 

James  W.  Hale,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  brick 
stable  for  twenty  horses,  on  Boylston  square.  No. 
6. 

Thomas  Conners,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  three  additional  horses  on  Sev- 
enth street,  No.  589. 

Reuben  Edgett,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses,  on  corner  of  Maple  and 
Schuyler  streets,  Ward  16. 

OBDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Joseph  W.  Green- 
leaf,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of 
six-horse  power  at  corner  of  Albany  and  East  Can- 
ton streets,  and  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for 
a  hearing,  on  Monday,  Jan.  11,  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  to  all  parties  objecting  thereto. 

BOND  APPBOVED. 

The  bond  of  John  MacConnell,  a  constable,  be-, 
ing  presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board . 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL,    FOE     CON- 
CUBRENCE. 

Report  and  orders  to  rescind  former  order  re- 
specting contract  for  cellar,  etc.,  of  new  Win- 
throp  S(!hoolhouse  in  Charlestown,  and  for  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  grammar  schoolhouse  for  the  Win- 
throp  District  on  Prospect  and  Edgeworth  streets, 
at  a  cost  of  $75,000.    Orc'ers  passed. 

Report  of  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
charges  of  fraud  in  connection  with  Sudbury 
River  scheme.    Accepted. 

The  order  for  the  free  distribution  of  soup  by 
the  Committee  on  Police  of  this  Board  came  up 
vvdth  adherence  by  the  Common  Council  to  their 


former  vot^,  and  appointment  of  Messrs.  Perkins, 
Brackett  and  Flynn  a  committee  of  conference 
with  this  Board  on  the  subject.  The  Board  con- 
curred and  the  Chairman  joined  Aldermen  Cutter, 
Peters  and  Brooks  to  the  committee  of  conference. 

CITIZENS'  GASLIGUT  COMPANY. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  following: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of 
the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  for  consent  and 
authority  to  dig  up  and  open  the  grounds  in  any 
of  the  streets,  lanes  a.nd  highways  of  the  city  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  gas  mains,  etc.,  having  fully 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

L.  R.  Cutter. 
Fbancis  a.  Peters. 

The  undersigned  dissents  from  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners be  granted,  under  such  lestrictions  as 
may  hereafter  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
de.cmen.  James   Power. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Aldermen  Power, 
by  a  rising  vote— 8  for,'l  against. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports,  and  reports  with  orders,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  petition 
of  Bromfield-street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from  the  front  of 
said  church.    Accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Trustees  of  Tufts  College,  $3750,  15  and  17  Kilby. 
street;  Francis  Woods,  $100,  Ruggles  street,  cor- 
ner of  Parker;  Patrick  Kelley,  $100,  331  Ruggles 
street;  Patrick  Murphy,  $200,  118  and  120  Cabot 
street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That'  permission  be  granted  to  the 
JaiUtiica  Plain  Gaslight  Company  to  lay  a  track 
across  Keyes  street,'  West  Roxbury,  upon  con- 
dition that  said  company  shall  first  give  to  the 
city  an  agreement  in  writing  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  saving  the  city  harmless  from  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses, 
for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out 
of  the  laying  down  or  maintaining  of  said  track 
across  said  street ;  also  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  remove  said  track  when  ordered 
so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  abatements  be  made  the  follow- 
ing-named paities,  for  sidewalks  erroneously  as- 
sessed: Lucy  E.,  wife  of  R.  Gardner  Chase,  on 
Dorchester  avenue;  and  John  M.  Way  on  Cope- 
land  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25.20  (assessed  in 
errc)  be  abated  from  the  amount  assessed  to 
William  Kidney,  for  sidewalk  No.  455  Dudley 
street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  in 
Harrison  avenue  and  Russell  street,  and  laying 
edgestones  in  Marion  street,  Washington  street 
(Ward  19)  and  Short  street,  v,ith  ordeis  for  the 
proportionate  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
same.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional  track  in  K 
street  from  Sixth  street  to  the  double  track  now 
laid  down  on  said  street,  south  of  and  near  to 
Seventh  street;  also  the  right  to  lay  down  a 
double  track  on  Sixth  street  from  K  street  to  P 
street,  and  a  double  track  on  P  street  from  Sixth 
street  to  TTourth  street,  with  suitable  cur  .  es  and 
connections;  said  tracks,  curves  and  connections 
being  shown  on  thr^e  plans  drawn  by  Henry  W. 
Wilson,  civil  engineer,  dated  Dec.  17,"l874,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Su|ierintendent  of 
Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located 
by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  . 
work  of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  ijaving  said  tracks  shall  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them ;  also  upon  condition 
that  said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall 
accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in 
writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein  con- 
tained, and  shall  file  said  acceptance  and  agree- 
ment with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  from 
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the  date  of  its-passage ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null 
and  void. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  tne  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports,  as  foUowr. : 

Amnsement  License  Granted — Edward  J.  Riley, 
to  give  athletic  exhibition  at  John  A.  Andrew 
Hall,  Dec.  21. 

Wagon  License  Transferred— No.  2231,  F  M. 
Fergerson  to  James  O'Hara. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— F.  S.  Harvey,  181 
South  Market  street;  A.Ray,  162  South  Market 
street;  L.  W.  Shaw,  6  Bristol  street. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  \rticles  Licensed— Saiu- 
uel  Myers,  449  Main  street.  Ward  22. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed — Catherine  Hurke, 
1406  Washington  stieet. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Elizabeth  McCul- 
lough,  142  Dorchester  avenue ;  Sophia  A.  Whitney, 
37  Bromfield  street;  Thomas  Nolan,  193  North 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE   MUNICIPAL   ELECTION   RETURNS. 

Alderman  Peters — Before  submitting  the  report 
•f  the  Committee  ©n  Election  Returns  1  should 
like  to  make  a  statement.  I  have  here  the  retarns 
from  Ward  8.  T'_.ey  recite  that  all  the  votes  have 
been  counted,  etc. 

The  names  of  Messrs.  Burrape,  Hill  and  A. 
Warren  are  not  in  this  return  at  all,  and  it 
is  very  incomplete,  for  one  of  those  gentle- 
men received  350  or  400  votes  in  that  ward.  Tak- 
ing the  returns  as  printed  in  the  newspapers,  the 
result  is  not  affected  by  this  omission.  Under 
those  circumstances  the  committee  have  made  up 
their  leport  and  submit  it  today. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  cemiuittee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  gf  this 
city,  on  the  15th  inst.,  for  municipal  officers,  have 
attended  to  that  duty  and  report  that  the  results 
are  correctly  recorded  in  the  book  kept  tor  that 
purpose,  and  that  it  appears  Siat  the  foUowing- 
named  persons,  having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have 
been  duly  elected  to  then-  several  offices,  viz: 

Mayor — Samuel  C.  Cobb. 

Aldermen — John  T.  Clark,  Solomon  B.  Stebbins, 
James  Power,  Samuel  M.  (Juincy,  Thomas  B.  Har- 
ris, Roland  AVoi'thine:ton,  Charles  J.  Prescott, 
Abraham  O.  Bigelow,  Clinton  VUes,  Hugh  O'Brien, 
Alvah  A.  tiurrage,  William  Pope. 

Street  Commissioner — Isaac  S.  Burvell. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
be  directed  to  issue  certificates  of  election  to  the 
foregoing  parties. 

Francis  A.  Peters.  ) 

L.  R.  Cutter.  [  Committee. 

Alanson  Bigelow.  ) 

The  report  was  accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman  Harris,  tor  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  giving 
notice  to  quit,  on  or  before  Jan.  1  next  ensuing, 
as  follows:  On  South  street,  as  laid  out  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  Nov.  23, 1874,  with  notice  to 
Redemptorist  Fathers ;  on  Maiden  street,  as  laid 
out  by  the  Street  Commissioners  Nov.  23, 1874, 
giving"  notice  to  Ezla  Conant,  heirs  of  Gardner 
Brewer,  and  all  others  interested.    Passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  tiie  Board,  submitted  reports 
in  favor  of  granting  the  following  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables;  Jeremiah  Scannell, Grant 
street.  Ward  16;  AV.  H.  Forbes,  Chestnut  street. 
Ward  17.    Severally  accejjted . 

•WATER  SUPPLY  FOB  EAST  BOSTON^ 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Camp- 
bell and  others,  of  East  Boston,  asking  that  the 
water  furnished  to  that  locality  from  the  Mystic 
Water  Works  be  purified,  or" that  a  supply  of 
water  be  procured  from  the  Flax  Pond  Water 
Company,  and  also  the  petition  of  B.  J.  Berry  and 
others,  owners  of  Flax  Pond,  offering  to  contract 
with  the  city  for  supplying  East  Boston  with  water 
from  the  aforesaid  source,  having  considered  the 
subjects,  would  respectfully  report,  that,  acting 
under  an  rrder  of  the  City  Council,  the  City  En- 
gineer surveyed  Flax  Pond  and  the  other  ponds 
connected  therewith,  and  made  gaugings  and 
other   tests  to   ascertain   the   quantity  of  water 


which  could  be  furnished  in  a  year  of  drought. 
The  results  of  the  investigations  of  the  Engineer 
are  appended  hereto  in  his  report  upon  the  order 
of  the  City  Council.  In  view  of  the  action  already 
taken  by  the  City  Council  looking  to  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  Mystic  Water  and  the  construction  of 
storage  reservoirs  in  the  Mystic  Valley  in  the 
coining  year,  and  the  small  quantity  of  water 
available  from  the  Flax  I'ond  source— two  million 
gallons  dally  instead  of  from  five  to  eight  millions, 
as  claimed,  your  committee  would  recommend 
that  no  further  action  is  necess'ary  on  the  afore- 
said petitions. 
Accepted  and  sent  down. 

WATER  SUPPLY   FOR   WARD  17. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  vvas  referred  the  petitions  of  G.  Winthrop 
Coffin  and  others  and  John  C.  Pratt  and  others  of 
Ward  17,  asking  the  city  to  secure  by  purchase  the 
property  of  the  Jamaica  lond  Acpieduct  Com- 
pany, tor  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  citizens  of 
said  ward  with  pure  water,  having  carefully  con- 
sidered thf  subject,would  respectfully  report  that 
the  petitions  were  referred  to  the  City  Engineer, 
with  the  request  that  he  would  consider  the  whole 
subject  and  report  the  facts,  as  totbe  value  of  the 
property  a!id  t.ie  bet  method  of  supplying  the 
West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  districts  with  water. 
The  repoit  of  the  Engineer  is  appended  hereto, 
giving  full  information  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  jjiice 
asked  for  the  property  ($;200,000),  is  more  than  its 
real  value.  an:l  therefore  report  that  no  action  is 
necessary  so  far  as  relates  ^o  the  purchase  of  Ja- 
maica Fond.  The  Engineer  suggests  that  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton  can  be  supplied  for  a  few 
years  from  the  Brookliiie  Water  Works,  which  are 
favorably  located  for  that  purijose.  Your  com- 
mittee therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  'the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  confer  with  the  Water  Boartl  of  the 
town  of  Brookline,  and  ascertain  upon  what  terms 
a  supply  of  water  can  be  furnished  to  ths  inhab- 
itants of  War;ls  17  and  19,  for  a  term  of  either  three 
or,five  years,  and  report  thereon  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CONTRACT  FOR    WATER  PIPES. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  submitted  a  report  on  request  of  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board  for  authority  to  contract  for 
water  pipes,  to  be  delivered  next  spring,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water*  Board  be 
authorizeil  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water 
pipes  and  appurtenances  required  for  the  ordina- 
ry work  of  the  above-named  department  during 
the  next  financial  year,  the  expense  fcr  said  pipes 
and  appurtenances  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  pavment  to  be  made 
therefor  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1875. 

Order  rtad  once, 

RECEPTION  OF  KINO    KALAKAUA. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  T'',at  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  extend  to  Kalakaua,  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  should  he  visit  this  city,  such  civilities  as 
may  be  appropriate ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  pa-ssed — yeas  10,  nays  2  (Alder- 
men Brooks  and  Power  voting  nay) — and  sent 
down. 

CITY  OAS  WORKS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Nash,  Spaulding  &  Co.,  et  al., 
that  the  city  obtain  authority  to  build  or  purchase 
gas  works  and  supply  the  citizens  with  gas  at 
cost.    Accepted. 

SEWEKS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $59.57  be  abated  from 
A.  J.  Bamfard,  for  r  sewer  in  Brook  avenue,  and 
$56.74  of  the  amount  be  assessed  upon  (ieorge  F. 
Burrage ;  abate  S24.61  from  Bartholemew  Uoach, 
for  a  sewer  in  Oneida  street,  and  assess  the  same 
to  Alfred  E.  (iiles;  abat  ■  .li;41.46  from  Samuel  Rice, 
for  a  sewer  in  Rochester  street,  and  assess  the 
same  to  William  Dugan  ;  abate  $213.98  from  F.  D. 
Ely  and  James  A.  Tower,  for  a  sewer  in  Dorches- 
ter street,  aijd  assess  the  same  to  Edward  Mc- 
Kechnie  ;  abate  $14.42  from  Mary  Donovan,  $14.42 
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from  Kiaiik  Connelly,  tor  sewer  in  Paris  street, 
for  an  overestimate  of  lanO  ;  also,  that  the  col- 
lection of  .'t;264.20,  assessed  upon  Charles  Hulbert, 
for  a  sewer  in  Circuit  street,  be  j)osti)oned  till  en- 
try is  niadc  into  saitl  sewer,  on  account  of  fi,i'a'it 
of  right  of  way. 

Read  once. 

Reports  on  schedules  of  assess  ents  of  cost  of 
constructiiiji'  sewers  in  Medford,  Sawyer,  Mag- 
azine, Linwood,  Maicella,  Putnam,  Albany  and 
Chelsea  streets,  and  Harrison  avenue,  with  orders 
for  the  proportionate  assessment  and  colJection  of 
the  same.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  pa«sert. 

Also  schedule  of  assessment  of  cost  of  con- 
structing sewer  in  Walerford  street,  with  an  order 
declaring  null  and  void  the  assessment  for  a  sewer 
in  said  street,  cot'flrmed  Nov.  5, 1874,  and  an  order 
for  the  proi)ortionate  assessment  and  collection  of 
the  assessment  accompanying  this  order.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMITS    FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted   reports    recommending   the 

f ranting  of  petitions  to  use  steam  engines  and 
oilers  by  Samuel  N.  Weston,  Border  street,  East 
Boston;    New   England    Mutual    Life    Insurance 
Company,  corner   of   Milk   and  Congress  streets. 
Severally  accepted. 
Alderinan  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

LAYING     OCT     AND       EXTENSION     OF     COMMERCE 
STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  special  assignment  for  five 
o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  resolve  and  order  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  lay  out  Commerce  street 
and  to  extend  the  same  to  Atlantic  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  cost  ot  ;iti4y,3ol  for  38,897  scjuare  feet  of 
land,  the  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Clark — This  extension  of  Commerce 
street  to  Atlantic  avenue  is  no  new  thing  to  some 
members  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  im- 
provement was  commenced  in  1872,  the  order  for 
laying  it  out  having  ])assed  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  afterwards,  as  will  be  remembered,  it 
was  thought  best  to  abandon  it  for  the  time  being, 
on  account  of  some  question  about  the  Long 
Wharf  Company  paying  an  assessment  for  better- 
ments and  for  the  filling  of  land  for  the  construc- 
tion of  ^  ewers  that  the  city  had  charged  against 
them.  That  was  early  in  the  season,  and  later  in 
the  year  came  the  great  fire,  and  the  improve- 
ment was  laid  over,  but  now  it  has  been  taken  up 
again  this  year.  It  has  been  before  the  Street 
Commissioners  a  long  time,  and  they  have  been  at 
work  on  it  a  good  while.  Very  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements have  at  length  been  made  with  the 
Long  Wharf  Company  for  the  extension  of  Com- 
merce street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  which  has  long 
been  contemplated  and  is  one  of  the  improve- 
ments of  that  entire  territory.  South  Market 
street  was  laid  out  in  1872  and  ex- 
tended down  to  Atlantic  avenue,  and  now  it  is 
proposed  to  carry  Commerce  street  down  to  the 
avenue,  also.  The  estimate  made  in  1872  for  lay- 
ing out  Commerce  street,  without  grade  dam- 
ages, was  $80,000.  Then  it  was  proposdd  to  lay  it 
out  in  the  usual  way,  paying  for  the  laud  taken 
and  the  damages  which  might  occur  thereby,  the 
city  reserving  the  right  to  assess  betternients, 
which  would,  of  course,  have  reduced  the  esti- 
mate very  considerably.  AdilTeieut  arrangement 
has  lately  been  made  with  the  proprietors  of  Long- 
wharf  and  the  other  proprietors  interested,  ana 
the  estimate,  you  will  see,  is  a  little  less  than 
$50,000,  the  city  assuming  the  betterment,  if  any, 
by  the  extension  of  the  street.  The  city  also  gets 
a  release  from  all  the  abutters,  and  the  occupants 
of  stores  upon  Long  wharf,  with  the  exception  of 
five  who  are  out  of  the  country.  The  grade  dam- 
ages are  all  released,  and  there  will  be  no  expense 
to  the  city  on  account  of  the  raising  or  alteration 
of  the  "rade  on  the  north  or  back  side,  as  you 
may  call  it,  of  Long  wharf. 

The  city  receives  from  the  Long  Wharf  Com- 
pany, in  the  way  of  betterments  on  Atlantic  ave- 
nue, and  the  filling  of  lands  and  sewers,  between 
f58,000  and  $60,000,  which  will  be  put  into  the 
treasury  as  a  part  of  this  arrangement  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Commerce  street.  It  settles  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  they  fhall  pay  a  betterment,  and 
if  any  how  much.  It  will  be  seen  that  by  this  set- 
tlement the  city  are  to  receive  some  f  20,000  more 
than  they  will  have  to  pay  for  the  extension  and 
completion  of  this  street!  The  plans  are  here,  so 
that  any  member  of  the  Board  can  see  for  himself. 
}.  have  no  tloubt  that  every  member  "will  see  the 


public  benefit  that  will  arise  from  the  extension, 
and  1  trust  they  will  be  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ment. '1  he  Street  Commissioners  are  entitled  to 
credit  for  having  made  so  good  an  arrangement. 
It  meets  the  entire  support  of  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  and  I  trust  it  will  meet  the  approv- 
al of  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen.  The  city 
reserves  the  right  to  assess  betterments 
upon  the  eastern  side  of  Commerce  street,  that  is 
the  left-hand  side  as  you  go  down  from  Commer- 
cial street.  If  this  street  is  laid  out,  orders  will 
have  to  be  passed  for  the  Mayor  to  make  agree- 
ments to  complete  the  arrangements  before  this 
City  (Jovernment  passes  out  of  office. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  and  sent 
down. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Subsequently  Aldermaii  HaiTis,  for  the  .Joint 
Committer  en  Streets,  submitted  the  following; 

Ordereil,  That  in  the  settlement  of  the  damages 
for  the  laying  out  of  Commerce  street  from  Com- 
mercial street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  the  city  assume 
and  pay  all  betterments  upon  estates  benefited 
thereby  when  the  owners  thereof  shall  have  paid 
to  the  city  all  individual  ones  arising  from  the 
laying  out  of  A.tlantic  avenue  or  of  South  Market 
street,  from  Commercial  street  to  Atlantic  avenue, 

Read  twice,  en  motion  of  Alderman  Hams', 
passed  and  sent  down. 

nOOKS  FOR  THE  LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
authorized  to  purchase  law  books  for  the  City  So- 
licitor's office,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  |275; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

TRANSFERS  FROM  THE  RESERVED  FUND. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
To  the  City  Council — The  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  orders  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil that  means  be  provided  to  defray  the  expenses 
to  be  incurred  in,  widening  Leverett  street  and 
Shawmut  avenue,  would  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  ascertained  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  that  tliere  will  be  needed  a  further  sum  of 
$19,768  for  the  grading  and  paving  of  Shawmut 
avenue,  in  consequence  of  said  widening,  which 
they  have  added  to  the  sum  required  for  the 
widening  of  said  avenue,  also  a  small  amount 
for  contingencies,  in  the  order  appended 
to  this  report,  making  the  appropriation  above 
required.  Your  committee  would  also  report  that 
they  have  had  before  them  the  subject  of  provid- 
ing the  means  for  the  laying  out  and  widening 
and  extension  of  Commerce  street  between  Com- 
mercial street  and  Atlantic  avenue,  by  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  City  Council,  and  to  meet 
the  land  damages  and  the  grading  and  tiaving 
of  said  streets  provision  is  made  in  the  same  order. 
Your  committee,  in  making  provision  for  the 
above  improvements,  in  avoiding  the  borrowing 
of  money  to  obtain  the  necessary  means,  have 
exhausted  the  Reserved  Fund,  but  in  so  doing 
they  have  the  approval  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, v.'lio  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  several 
departments  will  be  enabled  to  meet  their  wants 
for  the  balance  cf  the  year  from  the  regular  ap- 
propriations. They  therefore  ask  for  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order.  For  the  Committee, 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 

Orilered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  special  appropriations  as 
follows,  viz:  Widening  of  Shawmut  avenue,  S77,- 
000;  Commerce  street,  $73,000;  widening  of  Lev- 
erett street,  $42,000. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  and 
passed — yeas  12,  nays  0— -and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms.  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, with  an  order  for  transfer  of  additional  ap- 
propriations from  the  Reserved  Fund  of  $2900  to 
Church-street  District ;  of  $27,000  to  Public  Build- 
ings ;  also  to  charge  tax  of  $48.36  to  appropriation 
for  Grammar  School  Site,  Ward  15. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter  read  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  of  Pec.  9, 1873.  in  which  was  cen- 
sured the  action  of  committees  who  incurred  ex- 
penditures which  were  not  estimated  for  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  without  reporting  them 
to  the  City  Council;  and  said:  That  was  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  reply  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings   for    $25,000    additional    money    to    spend. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  committee  lias  not 
profited  by  this  report,  but  have  gone  on 
m  the  same  reckless  maimer,  and  have 
this  year  asked  for  $27,000.  It  shows  conclusively 
that  they  either  do  not  keep  a  strict  account  of 
what  they  are  doing,  or  el-e  they  do  not  care,  and 
had  .iusc  as  leavf  come  here,  year  after  vear,  and 
ask  for  an  additional  appropriation.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  a  portion  of  uhis  amount  is  spent 
already;  if  that  is  so,  it  is  entirely  wi'ong,  and  the 
Citv  Council  should  have  a  voice"  in  saying  vvhat 
this  money  is  to  be  spent  for.  I  moved  to  lay  this 
order  upon  the  table,  that  the  Board  may  obtain 
information  why  this  additional  appropriation  is 
asked  for,  and  to  learn  why  the  committee  has 
continued  to  adopt  that  policy. 
■  Alderman  Peters— In  addition  to  that  I  would 
like  to  ask  why  it  is  that  the  appropriation  is  given 
as  $107,000  when  the  sum  given  by  the  Auditor  is 
$109,000,  and  why  they  say  nothing  of  the  transfer 
of  $'2500  from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  propose  to  go  i»to 
any  lengthy  discussion  of  this  matter,  either  in 
regard  to  the  amount  asked  for  by  this  committee 
this  year,  or  the  subject  which  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  (j  has  alluded  to,  in  the  ])roceedings  of  last 
year.  It  is  very  well  known  by  the  members  of 
this  Board  that  there  liave  been  large  and  numer- 
ous expenditures  authorized  by  the  City  (iovern- 
ment  to  be  made  on  public  buildings  which  were 
not  anticipated  when  the  original  appropria- 
tion for  that  department  "vas  passed.  The  prin- 
cipal items,  however,  are  specified  in  the  print- 
ed recpiest  of  the  committee.  Had  there 
been  nothing  ordered  that  was  not  originally  con- 
templated, the  appropriation  would  liave  been 
sufficient.  The  tact  is  not  to  be  denied  that  when 
these  expenditures  were  ordered  the  ajipropna- 
tions  should  have  been  made ;  there  is  no  question 
about  that,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  ignore  the 
fact,  because  it  is  required  by  section  7  of  the 
joint  rules  and  orders.  But  the  several  items 
came  up  from  time  to  time,  and  it  was  sujiposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  that  they 
micht,  perhaps,  get  through  with  the  appropria- 
tion they  had,"  and  they  did  not  ask  or  suggest 
that  the  City  Council  provifie  in  these  orders  for 
the  }>roper  appropriation-.  Thert  is,  no  question 
but  that  would  have  been  the  proiier  course;  but 
the  committee  supposed  they  might  have  suf- 
ficient. The  very  large  number  of  public  build- 
ings upon  their  hand--  brought  the  expenditures  of 
that  depaitment  considerably  beyond  what  the 
committee  had  hoped,  so  that  they  were  cut 
off  from  the  use  of  funds  which  they  Sup- 
posed would  go  to  take  care  of  those  or- 
ders which  were  not  included  in  the  annual 
appropriation.  From  time  to  time  as  these  mat- 
ters came  up,  the  committee  supposed  they  could 
go  through;  but  these  very  large  expenditures  on 
buildings,  in  addition  to  those  which  they  had  al- 
ready, obliged  them  to  nearly  use  up  their  appro- 
priation. There  remains  about  $7500 unexpended; 
and  the  $15,000  unexpectedly  siient,  with  the 
amount  on  hand,  jirovided  they  did  not  have  to 
keep  the  $12,000  for  raising  Police  Station  8,  they 
would  have  been  able  to  go  through.  But  as  the 
Auditor  decided  that  that  appropriation  should 
be  kept  on  hand,  it  leaves  us  deficient  that 
Amount  —  adding  the  $12,000  to  $15,000  makes 
$27,000.  The  number  of  buildings  on  hand  upon 
which  they  have  to  make  repairs  is  considerably 
above  a  hundred. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  no  one 
knows  better  than  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  what  he  will  want  every  year  for  repairs. 
He  has  charge  of  them,  and  knows  the  condition 
of  all  the  buildings.  I  see  by  the  Auditor's  report 
that  some  time  since  this  committee  asked  for  a 
transfer  of  .f 2500  from  the  Reserved  Fund  for  a 
special  purpose.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  they 
should  not  come  here  and  jslead  ignorance  any 
more  than  the  Committee  on  Paving  should,  who 
might  as  well  spend  a  million  and  then  come  here 
and  ask  this  Board  to  make  good  what  they  have 
spent.  No  committee  have  the  right  to  'spend 
money  which  has  not  been  appropriated  for  them 
to  spend. 

Alderman  Pre«cott— I  consider  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  and  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  a  year  ago,  sound,  but 
I  differ  with  the  gentleman  when  he  sjieaks  of  the 
"reckless"  manner  in  which  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  have  attended  to  the  matters  be- 
longing to  their  department.  I  believe  this  extra 
amount  called  for  is  reasonable.  A  larger  portion 
of  the  items  embraced  in  that  $27,000  is  for  mat- 
ters which  were  not  and  could  not  be  foreseen  at 


the  time  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings  was 
made.  If  the  committee  have  made  a  mistake.  It 
seems  to  me  it  was  in  scrimping  themselves  too 
closely  and  not  asking  for  sufficient  money  to 
carry  them  through.  I  say  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee  just  what  amount  would  be  required. 
One  reason  is  this :  There  were  added  to  that 
department,  by  annexation,  several  buildings 
in  the  Charlestown  and  Brighton  districts,  whose 
conditio  i  was  not  fully  known  in  regard  to  repairs 
and  heating  apparatus;  and  when  the  emergency 
came  the  committee  found  themselves  obliged  to 
lay  out  a  larger  sum  of  money  than  they  expected. 
Some  of  the  money  was  also  used  to  repair  dam- 
ages by  fire  during  the  year.  Another  item  was 
the  establishiug  of  the  City  Architect's  Depart- 
ment after  the  report  was  maile  up,  which  was 
done  by  the  City  Council  and  not  by  the  commit- 
tee. That  has  cost  $5000,  but  has  been  the  saving, 
I  believe,  of  at  least  |50,000  to  the  city  of  Boston 
during  the  iiresent  year.  So  I  say  the  call  made 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  is  a  reason- 
able one,  and  I  think  they  can  show  a  valid  reason 
for  the  money  thoy  have  paid  out.  Very  many 
Items  could  not  be  foreseen  when  the  appropria- 
tion was  made. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
seems  to  think  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
have  narrowed  th;'inselves  too  much  in  their  ex- 
penditures. I  lo  not  see  how  he  can  substantiate 
that  statement,  for  I  have  not  seen  the  economy 
practised  by  them.  They  are  the  only  committee 
who  go  down  to  Taft's  and  have  their  annual  din- 
ner and  publish  it  in  the  press.  Is  that  iia'row- 
ness  or  stinginess?  Then  tliey  go  on  and  spend 
money  and  do  not  tell  us  til!  it  is  gone.  We  want 
to  know  what  is  going  to  be  done.  If  they  have 
this  extra  work  let  us  know  it.  Do  not  let  them  go 
on  and  then  come  here  and  ask  for  $25,000  a  vear. 
No  committee  is  so  extravagant  as  that,  ancl  the 
gentleman  need  not  stand  up  here  and  say  they 
nave  stinted  themselves  in  their  expenses,  for  the 
record  will  not  show  it. 

Alderman  Emeiy — I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the 
gentleman  by  making  any  iiersonal  remarks,  or 
anything  that  I  believe  is  below  the  dignity  which 
he,  as  the  senior  member  of  this  Board,  ought  to 
possess.  But  as  to  the  expenditure  to  which  the 
gentleman  has  referred,  I  think  that  if  he  knew  as 
much  about  the  doings  of  the  Committeii  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  as  he  does  about  certain  other  com- 
mittees, he  would  iudge  very  differently.  I  know 
the  gentleman's-make  up.  I  know  what  sort  of  a 
man  he  is.  I  have  seen  considerable  of  him,  and 
1  appreciate  his  care  and  shrewdness,  and  some 
other  very  prominent  points  of  character  that 
stand  up  above  every  other.  Some  men  are  bal- 
anced very  evenly — beautifully  balanced ;  in  others 
there  will  be  some  prominent  trait  reaching  for 
what  they  choose — well,  it  may  cause  great  celeb- 
rity for  them;  and  it  may  do  otherwise,  and  cause 
not  so  much  celebrity  as  notoiiety.  I  wish  to  cor- 
re<!t  the  gentleman  in  saying  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  has  been  more  extravagant 
than  any  other.  I  happened  to  hear  that  some 
such  allusion  was  to  oe  marie,  and  I  took  occasion 
to  get  some  minutes,  that  I  might  show  them 
if  it  was  desirable  to  do  so.  They  concern  com- 
mittees with  which  the  gentleman  is  perfectly 
familiar.  Perhaps  we  may  have  a  different 
view  of  their  duties  from  what  he  has,  and 
they  may  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  do  differ- 
ently from  what  he  would  have  done.  1  do  not 
propose  to  have  all  men  think  and  act  alike. 
Some  committees  think  they  should  take  their 
clerk  with  them  when  they  go  to  lunch ;  others 
do  not.  I  believe  it  has  been  the  custom  some- 
times to  invite  them,  as  it  is  with  the  committee 
which  I  repi'esent  on  this  occasion,  (ientlemen 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  must  have  a  large  number  of  sub- 
committees. Ihereare  310  or 320  buildings  which 
they  must  look  after  and  take  care  of,  and  there 
are  upwards  of  twenty  buildings  commenced 
this  year,  and  which  are  now  in  the  course  of  erec- 
tion and  repair,  on  which  there  are  sub-commit- 
tees, who  consist  of  three  members,  one  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  two  from  the  Commo* 
Council.  Those  sub-committees  have  to  visit 
these  buildings  from  time  to  time,  and  look  after 
their  progress.  Quite  a  number  of  buildings 
have  been  under  repair,  such,  for  instance,  a.s  the 
Public  Library  building,  and  we  have  sub- 
committees to  look  after  them.  When  you 
take  into  consideration  that  wc  have  twen- 
ty sub-committees  on  Public  Buildings,  yo* 
will  see  that  there  will  naturally  be  some 
expenditures    that   would    not  always  be  made 
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by  a  whole  committee,  youcaunot  expect  gentle- 
men to  go  out  of  towu,  or  drive  around  the  city 
and  be  deprived  of  their  regular  meals  without 
sometimes  taking  refresliments  at  the  expense  «£ 
the  city.  However,  1  have  no  disposition  to  make 
any  more  extended  remarks  upon  this  questi«H 
unless  they  are  called  for. 

Tl)e  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays  1  (Alder- 
man Cutter  voting  i>av)— and  seni  down. 

AHSIOUIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  »n 
Armories,  submitted  rei)ort  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  an  al- 
lowance to  furnish  headquarters.  .Accepted  and 
sent  down. 

O)  dered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  exjicnd  an  additional  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars,  in  repairing  and  fitting  »j» 
the  a/rmory'occupiea  b.\  Company  B,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  at  577  Washmgtoii  street ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0— and  sent 
down. 

Ordered,  That  Boylstou  Hall  be  approved  as  a 
suitable  place  for  tlie  headquarters  of  the  First 
Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton, and  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Brooks— What  is  the  rent  of  this  hall? 

Alderman  Worthington— 1  think  it  is  $406  a 
year. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  chairman  of  a 
committee  ought  to  be  able  to  state  definitely 
■what  the  rent  is,  and  not  "think"  about  it.  1  think 
the  question  should  be  definitely  answered. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  rent  is  .f  400  a  year. 

Alderman  Cutter— Do  I  understand  tliat  they 
have  been  occupying  this  hall,  or  that  they  pro- 
pose to  occupy  it  in  future  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— The  officers  have  hired 
the  room  and  come  to  the  city  for  approval.  W« 
approve  the  armory  and  pay  the  rent. 

The  order  was  passed. 

STREET-SWEEPING   MACHINES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Police,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  of  J.  B. 
Kendall  and  J.  Edsontwo  street-sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  of  said  machines,  the  same  having 
been  used  by  the  Health  Department  the  past  sea- 
son, and  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  ap- 
propriation for  Health. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent  down. 

BOSTON  WATER  POWEB  AND  BACK  BAV  STREETS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
majoiity  and  minority  reports  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets : 

City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Aldermen, 
Dec.  21,  1874. 
The   Joint    Standing    Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  were  recommitted  the  orders  for  the  pay- 
ment of  an  instalment  on  the  contract  for  filling 
and  conveying  to  the  city  certain  streets  on  the 
Back  Bay,*havicg  considered  the  subject,    would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  orders 
in  a  new  draft. 

John  T.  Clark. 
Thos.  B.  Harris. 
Roland  Wobthinguon. 
Charles  A.  Burditt. 
Levi  L.  Willcutt. 

Of  the  Committee. 
[New  Draft  of  Orders.] 

In  Board  of  Alder.men, 

21st  December,  1874. 
Whereas,  The  City  Council,  by  an  order  passed 
the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1871,  agreed  t» 
pay  Norman  C.  Munson  the  sum  of  $300,000,  in 
case  he  would  construct,  or  cause  to  he  con- 
structed, within  two  years,  and  graded  to  an  ele- 
vation of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  above  mean 
low  water,  the  following-named  streets  and  ave- 
nues, namely:  Commonwealth  avenue,  200  feet 
wide,  from  Exeter  street  to  its  junction  with  the 
proposed  extension  of  West  Chester  park  street ; 
Huntington  avenue,  100  feet  wide,  from  Boylston 
street  to  Camden  street,  and  West-Chester-park 
street  from  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  to 
Beacon  street;  and  would  convey,  or  cause  to  be 
conveyed,  said  avenues  and  street  to  the  city  *£ 


Boston,  and  would  relea.se,  or  procure  to  be  re- 
leased, to  the  city,  all  claims  by  all  persons  af- 
fected thereby  for  damages  on  account  of  th» 
grading  of  said  avenues  and  street,  and  would 
also  do  certain  other  things  named  in  the  said  or- 
der: and 

Whereas,  Thi.  said  Norman  C.  Munson  accepte«l 
said  proposition  of  the  City  Council,  and  executed 
the  proper  papers  obligating  himself  to  carry  the 
same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  carried,  into  effect; 
and 

Wliereas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Munson  has  as- 
signed to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Comnany  all 
his  right  to  receive  payment  under  th<;  said  con- 
tract with  the  city  of  Boston  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Water  Power  Company  baS 
partly  completed  the  work  to  be  performed  under 
the  said  contract,  and  has  ai)plied  to  the  city  for 
the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  full  amount  which 
the  city  agreed  to  pay  upon  the  completion  of  the 
work  ;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Or.iered,  That  the  Joint  Standin  r  Committee  «E 
the  City  Council  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
St''eets  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  the  sum  of  $100,000  whenever  the 
said  company  conveys  or  causes  to  be  conveyed  c« 
the  city,  in  a  form  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor, tlie  fee  of  the  territory  underlying  Common- 
wealth avenue,  200  feet  in  width,  from  Exeter 
street  to  Parker  street;  Huntington  avenue,  100 
feet  in  width  from  Boylston  street  to  Camden 
street,  and  of  West  Cliester-park  street,  ninety 
feet  in  width,  from  Tremont  street  to  Huntington 
avenue,  and  from  Boylston  street,  extended,  to 
Parker  street ;  and  fills  the  portions  of  the  avenues 
and  street  so  conveyed  to  the  grade  required  bjr 
said  contract,  and  in  all  other  respects  complies 
with  the  requirements  of  said  contract  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  ])ortions  so  conveyed;  and  agrees  to 
complete  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1875,  all  the  work  requiretl  to  be  performed  under 
said  contract,  and  i  n  case  of  failure  or  neglect  so 
to  do  the  city  to  have  authority  to  enter  upon  and 
complete  said  work  at  the  expense  of  said  com- 
pany, and  to  retain  from  the  amount  remaining 
unpaid  on  the  said  contract  a  sufficient  amount  to 
cover  the  expense  of  completing  said  work ;  said 
payment  of  $100,000  shall  not  be  construed  as  re- 
leasing the  said  Munson  or  the  said  Water  I'ower 
Company  from  any  of  the  stipulations  or  provi- 
sions in  said  contract;  and  shall  not  be  construed 
as  a  discharge  or  waiver  of  any  claim  for 
damages  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the 
said  Munson  or  ilie  said  Water  Power  Company  to 
con>plete  the  work  and  make  the  conveyances 
within  the  time  specified  in  said  contract ;  and 
from  the  final  payment  under  the  said  contract 
to  the  said  Water  Power  Company  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  there  shall  be  deducted  the 
interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
on  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
reckoned  from  the  date  of  lis  payment  to  the  data 
of  the  completion  of  the  work. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means  to 
enable  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Cotmcil  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening  streets  to 
pay  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  sum  of 
$100,000,  being  an  instalment  of  the  amount  to  be 
paid  under  the  contract  for  filling  and  conveying 
to  the  city  certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee <m  Streets  respectfully  dissents  from  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  said  committee  in  favor 
of  paying  :<n  instalment  on  the  contract  for  fill- 
ing certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay  and  convey- 
ing them  to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  contract  was 
entered  into  with  N.  C.  Munson  in  Novem'oer, 
1871,  the  city  agreeing  to  nay  the  sum  of 
$300,000  provided  certain  things  were  ooue 
within  two  years.  No  part  of  the  sum  was  to  be 
paid  until  the  whole  work  was  completed.  The 
time  named  in  the  contract  expired  over  a  year 
ago,  and  row  the  Boston  Water  Power  Conq/any, 
as  the  assignees  of  the  contractor,  apply  for  a 
jjayment  on  account,  representing  that  if  it  is 
allowed  they  will  be  able  to  complete  the  work 
on  or  befoie  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  and  thatif 
it  is  refused  they  may"  not  be  able  to  goon.  If 
thpy  were  able  to  show  that  the  work  would  be 
completed,  in  accordance  with  the  contract, 
within  three  or  four  months  if  a  small  amount 
of  money  was  advanced  at  this  time,  they  cer- 
tainly oiight  to  be  able  to  obtain  it  without 
coming  to  the  city.  There  are  a  great  many  com- 
plications in  this  matter,  antl  under  the  circum- 
stances the  only  safe  course  for  the  city  is  to  ad- 
here to  the  contract.      If  the  work  is  completed 
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within  a  reasonable  lime,  and  in  the  manner 
agreed  upon,  the  city  will  probably  be  willing  ti» 
waive  any  question  which  might  be  made  upon  the 
failure  of  the  contractors  to  do  it  withui  the  time 
specified. 

It  is  not  at  all  probable  that,  if  the  order  was 
passed,  the  Water  Power  Company  would  be  able 
to  comply  with  its  terms  before  the  end  of  the 
present  municipal  year,  as  it  requires  that  the  av- 
enues and  jtreets,  so  far  as  conveyed  to  the  city, 
shall  be  raised  to  grade  18  before  the  money  is 
paid.  In  many  places  they  are  now  below  that 
grade,  and  considerable  time  and  expense  would 
be  required  to  complete  them.  The  order 
is  so  worded  that,  unless  it  is  executed 
before  the  second  day  of  January,  it  is 
without  force.  The  result,  therefore,  of  paseing; 
the  order  would  be  merely  to  furnish  an  agree- 
ment hereafter,  if  any  should  be  required,  t* 
show  that  the  city  had,  in  effect,  waived  the  ques- 
tion of  damages  on  account  of  the  delay  in  per- 
forming the  work.  The  undersigned  would  rec- 
cmmend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. James  J.  Flykn. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
reported  by  the  majority. 

Alderman  Wortnmgton — Ic  will  be  ^een  by  the 
majority  report  just  read  that  the  committee  have 
reported  a  new  order.  Last  week  they  reported 
an  order  for  $200,000.  The  committee"  have  had 
the  subject  before  them  again,  and  the  result  is 
that  five  of  the  committee  have  voted  to  leport 
the  present  order  for  paying  $100,000,  leaving  back 
for  security  to  the  city  the  sum  of  .tp200,000, 
or  rather  $183,000  and  some  odd  dollars, 
some  $16,000  having  been  paid  to  Mr. William  Gray 
by  the  Goverrment.  It  is  quite  important,  as 
every  one  very  well  knows,  for  the  city  to  get  the 
fee  and  ownershii)  of  these  three  streets,— Com- 
monwealth and  Huntington  avenues  and  AVest 
Chester-park  street.  By  advancing  tliis  money 
the  company  will  be  enabled  to  go  on  at  once 
and  fill  Huntington  avenue  up  to  grade  and 
complete  AVest  Chester-park  street  to  BeacoB 
street.  As  it  is  now,  they  have  not  the  means  to 
go  go  on  and  finish  that  work.  They  are  very  de- 
sirous of  going  on  and  completing  it.  This  is 
merely  a  case  where  the  city  can  step  in  and  aid 
the  company  to  finish  a  co:itract  which  will  be 
Tery  largely  for  the  benefit  of  the  city.  If 
the  company  should  fail  and  assignees  should 
come  in,  the  chances  are  more  than 
•ven  that  there  would  be  no  one  to  give  the  city 
the  fee  to  the  streets,  and  the  city  miaht  be  com- 
pelled to  go  on  and  lay  out  the  streets  and  pur- 
chase the  lands,  as  they  would  do  in  widening 
School  street  or  laying  oiit  streets  in  other  sections 
•f  the  city.  As  is  now  proposed,  the  city  will  aid 
the  company  to  fulfil  its  contract,  and  the  city 
will  at  once  come  into  possession  of  streets  which 
•ost  Mr.  Munson  and  the  Water  Power  Company 
between  six  and  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars". 
Jt  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  tbat 
this  aid  should  be  rendered  the  com- 
pany as  soon  as  possible,  that  the  fee  of 
those  streets  may  be  obtained.  West  Chester 
park  is  a  very  important  street  tor  people 
'to  come  from  the  south  part  of  the  city  to  Beacon 
street;  it  is  the  connecting  link  betwee'n  the  South 
End  and  Roxbury,  and  when  Swett  street  is  com- 
pleted will  form  a  short  route  to  Dorchester.  Now. 
people  have  to  go  round  through  Roxbury  or 
through  Beaion  street  down  to  Pembroke  street, 
and  then  throuoh  in  that  direction.  It  is  certain- 
ly very  desirable  that  there  should  be  an  avenue 
•pen  from  Beacon  street  to  West  Chester  park 
and  to  ."<outh  Boston,  as  this  is  proposed  to  be,  and 
I  trust  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  vote  for 
thi'',  that  the  company  may  be  able  to  go  on  and 
complete  their  contract,  and  that  we  may  have  the 
streets  tor  the  benefit  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  move  to  substitute  the  mi- 
nority report  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Alderman  Cutter — Ws  now  seem  to  be  obtaining 
some  light  upon  this  subject.  This  committee  ap- 
peared here  ao  our  last  meetnig  and  said  they  had 
had  this  subject  under  consideration  for  a  year, 
and  were  fully  conversant  with  it.  It  now  ap- 
pears that  that  was  not  the  case,  and  that  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  Di'^trict  now  repre- 
sents only  five  of  the  committee,  and  that  one 
member  has  seen  tit  to  make  a  very  sensible  mi- 
nority report,  lam  somewhat  surpiised  at  the 
hurry  and  rush  with  which  the  committee  tried  to 
obtain  a  vote  at  the  last  meeting.  I  see  by  this 
•ontract  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  wit"h  the 
Water  Power  Company,  but  that  we  have  to  pay 
Munson  a  sum  of  money  in  case  he  does  cer- 


tain things.  Now,  has  he  done  what  he  agreed  to 
do?  He  has  not.  He  did  not  complete  tlie  con- 
tract in  the  specified  time,  and  it  is  not 
done  today  ;  and  we  do  not  know  how 
long  ic  will  take  to  do  it.  The  grade 
damages  are  not  provided  for,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  for  this  Board  to  know,  even  if  the  case 
were  settled  by  equity  and  not  by  contract, 
whether  or  not  we  owe  a  single  cent.  It  is  taking 
$100,000  out  of  our  treasury,  which  we  never 
could  get  back,  and  giving  it  to  a  company 
which  is  bankrupt  today;  and  if  I  understand 
the  pith  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands,  it  is  to  enliven  it  up  a 
little.  If  we  do  this  in  one  case  we  might  have 
scores  of  people  coming  here  and  asking  for 
it.  I  say  that  as  guardians  of  the  city's  money, 
we  should  violate  the  oath  we  have  taken,  if  we 
went  on  and  paid  this  company  this  money.  As 
for  the  equity  of  the  streets,  it  "is  for  the  interest 
of  all  concerned  that  the  city  should  have  them ; 
it  is  for  the  interest  of  Mr.  Munson  and  the  Water 
Power  Company  that  the  city  should  have  those 
steeets.'  In  my  judgment  the  city  should  nevei 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  for  the  building  of 
those  streets,  and  in  looking  back  at  the  records 
of  1871,  I  find  my  name  among  those  voting 
against  it.  But  we  must  take  things  as  they  are 
today.  We  have  a  contract  with  a  certain  party, 
and  our  duty  is  to  faithfully  perform  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  i?he  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  seems  to  question  whether  we  had  this 
matter  before  us  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
I  beg  to  inform  him  that  we  have  had  it  up  and 
ha-.e  considered  it,  and  have  given  it  a  great  deal  of 
consideration.  It  would  liave  been  brought  be- 
fore the  City  Council  last  June,  but  at  that  time 
the  Water  Power  Company  were  unable  to  give 
the  releases  and  the  deeds  of  the  streets.  They 
have  beeu  at  work  ever  since,  and  have  now 
got  the  papers  carefully  prepared  under  the 
supervision  of  the  City  Solicitor.  It  is  true  that 
today,  for  the  first  time,  one  of  the  committee 
intimated  that  he  would  i)ut  in  a  minority  report. 
That  is  very  well ;  we  expected  the  Aldernian  from 
Ward  6  to  growl  about  it,  but  we  feel  that  we 
have  a  good  case  for  the  city.  I  am  pleading  for 
the  city,  and  not  for  the  Water  Power  Company. 
I  believe  the  city  will  be  the  gainer  by  it.  We 
are  dealing  with  the  Water  Power  Company,  and 
not  with  Mr.  Munsoii.  The  Water  Power  Com- 
pany is  the  assignee  of  Mr.  Munson,  he  having 
failed.  The  committee  are  not  hurrying  this 
matter  up;  but  they  are  endeavoring  to  close 
up  their  business,  just  as  the  Committee  on 
Paving  are  trying  to  do,  while  we  have 
a  government  and  committees  who  are  familiar 
with  the  subject.  Therefore  we  ask  this  Board 
to  settle  this  matter,  and  not  leave  it  to  a  new 
government  or  a  new  committee  to  go  over  the 
labor  that  we  have  been  through  this  year.  The 
whole  amount  that  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Water 
Power  Company,  I  stated,  will  be  $100,000.  If 
the  Water  Power  Company  should  do  nothing  af- 
ter receiving  this  $100,000,  the  entire  work  could 
be  finished  up  by  our  City  Engineer  at  a  very 
little  outlay  to  the  square  foot,  and  Mr.  Mur.son 
can  do  it  for  $4  the  square  yard,  lor  bringing  up 
Hiiiitington  avenue;  allowing  .f 7.50  for  that,  the 
entire  expense  to  the  city  would  be  $78,000.  The 
Water  Power  Company  can  do  it  through  Mr. 
Munson  for  $40,000  or  perhaps  $42,000.  Therefore, 
we  shall  have  a  large  sum  of  money  left.  Now,  in 
regard  to  tUe  advance  to  be  made  to  the  company. 
We  all  know  that  Mr.  Munson  has  faUed,  and 
cannot  borrow  money.  We  know  that  the  Water 
Power  Company  stock  is  at  a  large  discount,  ?nd 
that  they  need  funds  to  carry  them  through.  Is 
there  any  reason  why  we  should  not  pay  them 
money  that  is  due  them?  V>  e  have  an  example  for 
this.  The  Shanlys  contracted  to  build  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel.  They  found,  after  getting  into  the 
tunnel  that  they  had  a  harder  contract  than  they 
expected;  they  found  a  harder  rock  and  were  los- 
ing money.  They  had  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
State  money  or  bonds  to  the  value  of  $200,000; 
they  came  ilown  and  asked  the  State  to  advance 
them  some  portion  of  that,  saying  that  if  they 
had  that  money  they  could  go  through,  and  could 
save  paying  11/2  or  two  per  cent,  a  month.  The 
State  aided  them,  by  paying  them  the  money,  and 
I  am  told  the  tunnel  was  accepted  by  the  State. 
There  is  a  case  which  is  a  noble  exami)le  for 
us  to  follow.  The  Water  Power  Company  come 
here  and  ask  for  i)recisely  the  same  tiling,  and  why 
should  not  we  aid  them,  when  vvith  $40,000  of 
their  own  money  they  can  complete  this  contract, 
which  would  cost  the  city  $78,000,  at  the  extrava- 
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gant  rate  at  which  the  city  is  obliged  to  ilo  work, 
beiiiR-  less  ttiaii  one-half  of  the  .iflHS.OOO  that  will 
be  in  the  liJinds  of  the  city  when  the  whole  con- 
tract IS  (•oini)lcte(l.  Therefore  I  see  no  reason 
why  wc  should  not  advance  them  this  $100,000, 
that  they  may  comi'lete  the  contra.ct.  and  not 
©nly  this"  work  "may  be  continue<l,  but  all  the  other 
improvements  on  the  Hack  Bay  lands,  which  bring 
in  a  larsiC  amount  of  taxable  nropetty.  In  this 
connection  I  wish  to  state  that  tli?  moment  West 
Chester  park  is  completed  the  adjacent  lands  will 
have  an  increased  valuation  for  taxatioji,  nnd  in  a 
very  short  time  we  shall  get  back  this  money  atd 
the'mterot  in  the  taxes  we  shall  receive.  There- 
fore it  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  within  the  power 
of  this  Hoard  of  Aldermen  to  aid  the  company, 
that  they  may  conmlete  the  contract. 

Alderman  Emery — How  is  this  estimate,  that 
they  can  complete"  the  contract  for  $40,000,  made 
up? 

Alderman  Worthington — The  estimate  is  made 
wp  ti  cm  actual  survevs  by  Mr.  Davis,  whose  re- 
port is  very  complete,  giving  the  amount  per 
square  yaiy  right  through,  and  there  is  no  ques- 
tion about  the  amount  either. 

Alderman  Peter^ — The  gentleman  from  Ward  15 
pleatlr-  almost  as  eloquently  today  for  .V1()0,000  as 
he  (Viti  last  Thursday  that  the  conipany  should  re- 
ceive .5(200,000.  The  committee  i  eport  that  order 
for  ijaynient  on  a  contract  whicn  was  fought 
through  another  boaid  with  a  great  deal  of  oppo- 
sition. Now  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the  city  stands 
on  the  contract  it  has  made  we  know  it  is  safe. 
Then  why  take  a  step  which  it  reipiires  such  elo- 
quence to  make  clear  to  us?  We  are  safe  now.  I 
would  ask  if  the  contract  does  not  require  Mr. 
Munson  to  give  releases  for  the  damages  caused 
by  the  grading  of  the  streets. 

Alderman  Worthingtoi: — I  have  pleasure  in  say- 
ing that  those  releases  are  all  ready  to  be  signed, 
and  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  committee 
when  they  are  satisfied  that  the  amourt  is  due  the 
Water  Power  Co~'pany.  Everything  is  ready  ex- 
cept in  one  case,  and  that  probably  will  be  ready 
this  week. 

Alderman  Peters — Does  the  contract  not  spe- 
eially  say  that  those  releases  shall  be  delivered 
before  he  receives  one  cent  of  the  money? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  We  are  considering 
just  exactly  that  thing.  Are  we  gong  to  favor 
them  ?  or  are  we  going  to  stand  directly  on  a  con- 
tract that  he  is  unable  to  fulfil?  That  IS  the  only 
question-  If  the  Aldermen  are  going  to  stand  oh 
the  contract,  and  have  nothing  else  than  the 
pound-of-tlesh  policy,  we  will  stop  this  debate 
right  where  we  are.  But  if  we  are  disposed 
to  favor  the  Water  I'ower  Company,  I  say  we  can 
complete  this  work  and  obtain  "a  title  to  the 
streets. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman's  allusion  to 
Shylock  is  entirely  wrongs  This  company  are  en- 
titled to  the  pound ,  of  tlesli  and  no  more.  But 
they  ask  for  more  than  the  pound  of  flesh;  they 
want  the  blood. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  very  singular 
that  this  matter  should  be  brought  in  here  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  There  nas  been  no  progress  on 
this  woik  for  a  year.  If  you,  gentlemen,  continue 
in  the  Government  as  many  [years  as  I  have,  I  pray 
you  to  watch  what  comes  in  during  the  last  mo- 
ments of  the  year.  It  is  something  that  will  not 
bear  offering  here  earlier  in  the  year.  Now  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands  has  stated  his  case 
no  better  than  he  could  have  done  if  he  were  a 
paid  attorney  for  thai  company.  The  question,  as 
he  says,  is,  Are  we  to  aid  and  favor  them,  or  not? 
That  IS  the  question.  That  is  the  cause  of  the 
hurry.  It  is  not  to  do  the  city's  business  in  a 
proper  manner;  but  are  you  to"^  aid  and  favor 
them?  That  is  for  you,  erentlemen,  to  decide. 
The  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  speaks  of  the 
anxiety  of  committees  to  close  up  their  business 
at  the  end  of  the  year ;  but  I  have  failed  to  see  a 
member  of  this  Board  so  anxious  to  close  up  the 
eity's  money  in  the  treasury  as  he  is.  No,  he  not 
onl'y  proposes  to  close  up  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittees, but  to  close  up  every  dollar  in  the  treasury 
by  aiding  corporations  not  able  to  aid  themselves, 
whos6,credit  is  gone,  and  who  have  made  a  con- 
tract to  build  tnose  streets,  but  that  bankrupt 
concern  is  not  able  to  complete  it.  Then  he 
says  the  "Alderman  from  Ward  6  growls, 
as  he  expected  he  would."  I  should  think  he 
would  expect  any  honest  member  of  this  Board  to 
jtrowl.  It  is  an"  honest  growl.  We  recommitted 
this  report  to  the  committee  last  Thursday  and 
they  say  we  have  saved  fifty  per  cent.  But  have 
we  saved   it?    They  report   a   hundred  thousand 


dollars  now;  they  reported  two  hundred  thousand 
then.  Is  that  a  saving  of  fifty  per  cent?  If  it  is 
recommitted  again  jterhaps  we  wouUl  save  an- 
other fifty  per  cent,  and  they  would  come  in  here 
and  ask  for  .$50,000.  But,  gentlemen,  do  not 
be  deceived.  We  do  not  save  fifty  per  cent. 
From  the  Ahlerman's  remarks,  "  there  are 
$60,000  due  the  city  tor  taxes,  and  S17,fK)0 
paid  to  William  Gray,  making  $77,000,  which 
suVtracted  from  $100  000  i.s  all  we  should  have  to 
pay.  The  only  dilfereiice  then  between  this  order 
today,  and  the  one  reported  la^t  Thurst'.ay  is 
$23,000,  for  we  would  oulv  have  had  to  jiav  $123,- 
000  if  we  had  passed  the  order  for  $200,0{W.  That 
is  their  entire  argument.  The  gentleman  says 
that  the  money  is  due  to  the  company  from  the 
city.  How  does  he  make  that  out?  If  it  is  due, 
it  is  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  and  by  the  terms  of 
the  contract  it  is  not  due  till  tbe  work  is  all  done ; 
and  therefore  he  makes  a  mistake  when  he 
says  it  is  due  them.  And  he  compares  it  to  the 
Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  diffeience  is  that  the  tun- 
nel coii tractors  kept  at  work  right  along,  while 
this  company  has  stopped  work  for  nearly  a  year. 
That  is  the  difterence.  The  State  was  dealing 
with  a  live  firm,  and  not  a  dead  corporation.  It 
gentlemen  see  these  facts  they  cannot  get  over 
them.  They  may  I  ring  in  the  play  of  the  "Mer- 
chant of  Venice"  to  help  them  out  of  the  argu- 
ment, and  they  may  tell  about  honest  members 
growling,  but  that  does  not  affect  the  facts  at  all. 
It  is  a  weak  argument,  and  no  man  resorts  to  a 
weak  argument  except  when   he  has  a  weak  case. 

Alderman  Power— I  cannot  vote  for  this  order 
in  the  shape  it  comes  in  today,  anymore  than  I 
could  vote  for  it  before.  The  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  says  if  t*iis  company  does  not  get  this 
money  they  may  fail.  What  'a.ssurance  have  we 
that  they  will  not  fail  if  they  do  get  the  money? 
Who  is  to  give  us  any  assurance  that  they  will 
not  fail?  They  are  as'likely  to  fail  if  they  get  the 
money  as  they  are  if  they  do  not ;  and  as  the 
Alderman  says,  $60,000  and  $17,000  were  to 
be  taken  out  of  that  first  order,  and  therefore 
there  is  not  much  difference  between  the  order  of- 
fered today  and  that  offeied  last  Thursday,  But 
the  most  objectionable  thing  is  that,  if  this  work 
can  be  done  in  sixty  days,  why  has  it  not  been 
done?  and  then  they  could  get  all  the  money. 
Why  has  it  not  been" done  ?  If  it  can  be  done  in 
sixty  days,  I  should  not  think  the  company  would 
have  any  difficulty  in  rai.-ing  the  money.  '  There 
are  gentlemen  connected  with  that  company  who 
can  raise  $40,000  in  an  hour;  and  if  that  is  a  fact, 
it  seems  to  me  we  need  not  aid  them.  I  look 
upon  the  releases  for  the  grade  damages  as  the 
most  important  thing  connected  with  it,  I  hav- 
ing had  considerable  experience  in  such  matters 
on  the  Committee  on  Paving;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  sum  as  large  as  that  might  be  exacted  on 
grade  damages.  If  the  work  can  be  completed  in 
sixty  days,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  small  amount 
required  could  be  easily  raised.  The  safest  thing, 
it  appears  to  me,  is  for  the  city  to  stand  by  the 
contract. 

Alderman  Emery— If  it  is  not  very  important 
that  we  should  act  upon  this  matter  tonight,  i 
would  like  to  have  It  lie  upon  the  table.  I  do  not 
want  to  advance  this  amount  to  the  corporation 
unless  it  can  be  done  with  perfect  safety 
to  the  city,  and  so  that  the  city's  safety 
shall  be  unquestionable.  Neither  do  I  wish  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority until  I  know  further  about  it.  If  I  am 
obliged  to  vote  tonight  I  shall  vote  against  substi- 
tution ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  shall  vote  for  ad- 
vancing the  money.  I  move  that  the  subject  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed. 

TELEGRAPH  POLES   IN  ATLANTIC  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  inquire 
and  report  by  what  authority  telegraph  poles  have 
been  inserted  in  the  sidewalks  of  that  part  of  At- 
lantic avenue  formerly  kno^vn  as  Broad  street. 
Passed. 

NAUTICAL  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  report  on 
establishment  of  a  nautical  school  in  this  harbor, 
with  oriler  requesting  the  Mayor  and  Governor 
to  confer  together  on  the  expediency  and  probable 
cost  of  the  measure  (City  Doc.  No.  82),  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  would  like  to  hear  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
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if  he  has  any  information  to  give  us  on  tlie  sub- 
ject. 

Alderman  Prescott — This  matter  of  the  city  of 
Boston  taking  some  steps  toward  establishing  a 
nautical  school  in  this  harbor  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  some  three 
months  since.  They  made  an  elaborate  report 
last  October,  covering  the  whole  ground  and 
recommending  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
school  board  with  the  rerjuest  to  consider  aud  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  as  early  as  practicable 
upon  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  nautical 
school  and  ;he  probable  annual  expense  to 
the  city  of  maintaining  the  same.  The  re- 
port was  made  to  the  Common  Council,  and 
tbey  referred  the  subject  to  the  Mayor,  re- 
questing him  to  confer  with  the  Governor  on  the 
expediency  and  probable  cost  of  the  measure.  •  If 
gentlemen  will  refer  to  City  Document  No.  82  they 
will  find  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  parsed  last 
year  the  secretary  of  the  navy  was  authorized  to 
furnish,  "upon  application  of  a  eovernor  of  a 
State,  a  vessel  of  the  navy,  properly  fitted  up,  to 
be  used  for  the  benefit  of  any  nautical  school  es- 
tablished at  each  or  any  of  the  ports  of  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  San  Francis- 
co, upon  the  condition  that  there  shall  be 
maintained  at  each  port  a  school,  or  branch  of  a 
school,  for  the  instruction  of  youths  in  naviga- 
tion, seamanship,  marine  enginery,  etc.,  and  the 
President  is  authorized  to  detail  proper  officers  of 
the  navy  as  superintendents  of  or  instructors  in 
such  schools."  I  will  state,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  matter  has  been  brought  to  mj'  attention  by 
leading  men  of  the  city  of  Boston  who  feel  that 
it  is  a  matter  that  the  city  of  Boston,  or  the  State 
acting  with  the  city,  should  take  some  action  in. 
The  city  of  New  York  has  already  availed  it- 
self of  the  privilege  accorded  by  the  last 
Congress,  and  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and 
San  Francisco  have  also  applied  for  school 
ships  of  this  description,  which  have  been  fur- 
nished them  by  the  Government,  which  furnishes 
the  vessel,  and  the  State  or  city  furnishing  the  in- 
structors of  the  schools.  Baltimore  has  for  a  long 
term  of  years  maintained  a  nourishing  naval 
school.  T'his  is  not  intended  to  be  a  school  ship 
like  that  established  by  the  State  several  years 
ago  as  a  penal  or  reformatory  institution  iii  any 
sense  whatever;  but  it  is  to  educate  young  men 
who  have  a  taste  for  navigation  and  seaman- 
ship, and  furnish  them  with  an  opiiortunity  to  be 
instructed  in  naval  service.  Whether  or  not  the 
State  or  the  city  of  Boston  will  de?m  it  expedi- 
ent to  grant  this  privilege,  remains  to  be  seen.  I, 
for  one,  would  certainly  question  the  propriety  of 
the  city  entering  into  an  enterprise  of  this  sort ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  no  more  than  an  act  of  courtesy 
for  the  city  or  State  to  recognize  this  offer  made 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  Mayor  and  Governor  should  consult  as  to 
the  expediency  of  establishing  this  school,  aud 
report  the  probable  expense  of  the  same. 
Our  own  State  has  its  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology and  'ts  Agricultural  College,  and  it 
might  be  deemed  expedient  to  establish  a  nautical 
school.  This  order  is  simply  for  the  Mayor  and 
Governor  to  consider  the  proposition  made  by  the 
last  Congress. 

Alderman  Cutter  — Will  the  gentleman  state 
what  is  the  expense  of  running  such  a  school  for 
a  year? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  know  nothing  about  that 
whatever.  The  order  is  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  that  information.  The  question 
would  seem  to  be,  whether  it  is  expedient  for  the 
city  of  Boston  or  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 
establish  such  an  institution  in  the  harbor  of 
Boston;  and  it  is  to  reconsider  that  subject  that 
the  order  has  been  passed  for  the  Mayor  and  Gov- 
ernor to  consult  in  regard  to  this  offer  made  by 
the  last  Congress. 

Alderman  Peters — I  do  not  understand  that  the 
offer  was  m.,de  to  the  city  at  all,  and  it  seems  to 
be  a  State  matter  entirely.  The  Legislature  of 
the  State  anpears  to  be  theproper  party  to  whose 
attention  it  should  be  brought. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  listened  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and 
cannot  tell  whether  he  is  going  to  vote  for  it  or 
not.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  going  into  an  ex- 
pense that  we  cannot  afford.  The  State  is  not  go- 
ing to  do  it  if  it  can  be  saddled  upon  the  city  of 
Boston;  and  if  it  is  established  we  shall  have  to 
take  it.  I  cannot  think  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
9  desires  that.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  who  have  spent  a  great  deal  of 
money  extravagantly  by    experimenting,    and  it 


looks  to  me  as  if  this  were  some  sort  of  an  ele- 
phant of  that  kind.    I  shall  not  vote  to  concur. 

Alderman  Prescott — ^It  seems  to  me  that  it  will 
not  be  inappropriate  for  us  to  take  action  at  this 
time,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  I 
should  favor  a  nautical  school  established  by  the 
State  or  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  say  that  it  is  an 
act  of  courtesy  to  have  the  investigation  made. 
If  the  gentleman  will  refer  to  the  16th  page  of 
City  Document  No.  82,  he  will  find  the  act  of  Con- 
gress in  full.  [The  Alderman  read  the  act.]  Now 
a  vessel,  probably  the  best  in  the  United  States 
service,  has  been  offered  for  the  purposes  of  such 
a  school  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  The 
city,  if  it  should  so  desire,  would  have 
no  authority  to  establish  a  nautical  school, 
a?  it  is  provided  in  the  statutes  of  the 
Commonwealth  just  what  branches  of  education 
shall  be  taught  in  our  schools.  This  is  a  subject 
in  which  many  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Boston  have  taken  a  deep  interest,  and  I 
have  been  asked  by  many  to  bring  this  matter  in 
some  shape  to  the  authorities  to  see  whether  they 
would  be  in  favor  of  such  a  school  or  not,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that,  as  the  last  Congress  made  an 
offer  of  this  sort,  it  would  be  no  more 
than  courtesy  for  the  Mayor,  and  Governor 
■  of  this  State,  to  confer  in  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  a  nautical  school.  By 
voting  for  this  order  gentlemen  do  not  commit 
theinse'ves  to  the  establishment  of  a  nautical 
school;  but  simply  request  the  Governor  and 
Mayor  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
it.  Philadelphia  did  the  same  thing.  The  United 
States  has  ottered  one  of  the  best  vessels  of  the 
navy  for  this  port,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  an  act  of  courtesy  for  the  State  and  city 
authorities  to  consult  in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  the  City 
Government  should  not  do  it.  If  the  gentleman 
has  been  asked  to  submit  it  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties, the  way  is  to  walk  up  to  the  State  House  and 
put  in  a  petition. 

Alderman  Power— The  experiment  of  a  school- 
ship  has  been  thoroughly  tested  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  It  proved  a  failure  and  was  aban- 
doned. It  was  given  a  fair  test,  was  tried  for 
some  years,  and  no  good  result  came  from  it;  but 
I  believe  many  bad  results  di '.  Now  I  do  think 
that  after  the  expeiiments  we  have  had  here,  we 
do  not  want  to  do  anything  that  will  commit  the 
city  of  Boston  to  go  into  it.  It  will  cost  $100,000  a 
year  at  least.  I  do  not  want  anything  that  will 
have  such  a  result  as  that.  Tiierefore,  I  move  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  the  rec- 
ommendation by  the  Common  Council  is  a  very 
proper  and  pertinent  one.  It  is  the  same  action 
that  was  taken  by  the  New  York  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  making  application  to  Governor  Dix.  In 
regard  to  what  the  cost  of  this  school  ship  may  be, 
I  know  nothing.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  W^rd  12  that  that  school  was  a  failure;  but 
that  is  an  entirely  different  matter  from  what  is 
intended  to  be  established  by  a  nautical  school  in 
this  harbor.  That  was  a  penal  institution ;  this  is 
for  the  education  of  boys  in  seamanship.  I  tlo  not 
know  that  the  State  wotild  deem  it  expedient  to  take 
action,  but  I  think  it  is  but  courtesy  for  the  State 
and  city  to  consider  this  offer  made  by  Congress. 
I  would  state  that  if  this  matter  is  referred  to  the 
State  authorities  and  they  should  recommend  the 
maintaining  of  such  a  school  by  this  city,  they 
would  simply  authorize  the  city  to  establish  it, 
and  then  it  would  be  for  the  city  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  establishing  it. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  subject  be  in- 
definitely ])ostponed. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  next  City  Council  took  precedence. 

Alderman  Pre "cott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  jefer  was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emei-y,  Peters,  Power 
—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigetow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Wortliington— s. 

Alderman  Stebbins— i  would  suggest  an  amend- 
ment. It  being  so  late  in  the  year  it  is  hardly 
proper  for  the  Mayor  to  confer  with  the  present 
Governor,  and  I  "move  to  amend  by  adding  the 
word  "elect"  after  the  word  "Governor." 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
pioper  matter  to  go  to  the  next  City  Government, 
it  being  very  near  the  last  of  this'year,  and  near 
the  expiration  of  the  present  Governor's  term.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  ought  to  originate 
in  the  next  Government,  and  I  move  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  the  whole  matter. 
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The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  amendment  took 
precedence. 

Aldeiman  Prccott — It  seems  to  me  to  be  entire- 
ly inapjjropriate  to  pass  the  amendment  oft'cred 
by  the  Alderman  Irom  Ward  8.  If  we  pass  the 
order  as  it  is,  the  Mayor  can  either  consult  with 
the  present  (iovernor,  who  can  refer  it  to  the  in- 
coming (iovernor,  or  the  Mayor  can  delay  con- 
ferriu});  with  the  (Joveruor  till  the  (iovernor-elect 
is  sworn  into  office. 

Alderman  Peters — i  agree  entirely  with  the 
gentleman  last  up,  that  it  is  adding  insult  to  in- 
jury to  say  "Governor  elect." 

Aldennan  Stebbins — I  look  upon  it  in  this  man- 
ner. If  the  order  takes  effect  tomorrow,  it  will  be 
the  Mayor's  duty  to  conter  with  the  Governor 
iinmetliately.  By  having  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  (iovernor-elect  the  subject  can  be  introduced 
into  the  mess.ige.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  the 
amendment,  and  will  withdraw  it. 

Alderman  Peters  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  indetinitely  postpone  was  lost- 
yeas  4,  nays  8,  the  same  as  before,  except  that 
Alderman  Brooks  voted  yea  and  Alderman  Emery 
voted  nay. 

The  order  .v'as  then  passed,  in  concurrence. 

"FARRAGUT  SQUARE.' 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  given  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  move  a  reconsideration  of  a  vote  by  which 
was  passed  the  order  to  designate  the  area  be- 
tween Water,  Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets 
"Post  Office  square,"  and  to  number  the  same.  I 
did  this  because  there  has  been  a  very  strong  ex- 
pression of  the  business  community  to  have  that 
square  called  by  some  other  name  than  Post  Of- 
fice square.  I  therefore  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Clark— There  has  been  a  desire  ex- 
pressed by  a  good  many  of  the  business  communi- 
ty to  have  that  square  called  after  the  late  Admi- 
ral Farragut,  and  the  name  of  "Farragut  square" 
has  been  proposed  by  a  good  many  of  the  business 
men  of  the  city,  and  a  petition  signed  by  such  men 
as  Mudge,  Sawyer  &  Co.,  A.  H.  Rice,  Jones,  Mc- 
Duftee  &  Stratton,  and  sixty  or  seventy  others, 
has  been  sent  in,  which  I  now  present  and  move 
that  the  order  and  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

SWETX  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  majority  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  in  favor  of  the  resolve  and  order 
to  extend  Swett  atreet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$117,540.04  (City  Doc.  84),  with  order  for  Committee 
on  Finance  to  provide  the  means,  (City  Doc.  No. 
107);  and  minority  report  on  same  subject,  to  the 
effect  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  flnanees  of 
the  city,  and  for  other  reasons,  it  is  inexpedient 
to  pass  said  measure  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Clark — I  do  not  propose  to  ask  for  a 
vote  upon  this  subject  this  afternoon,  but  I  trust 
that  the  Board  will  adjourn  to  next  Wednesday  at 
some  convenient  hour  to  consider  the  subject 
further.  I  suppose  that  every  member  of 
this  Board  has  made  up  his  mind  whether 
he  is  going  to  vote  for  or  against  the  extension  of 


Swett  street  at  this  time,  or  not.  The  importance 
of  this  extension  is  so  apparent  to  every  one  that 
there  need  be  nothing  said  of  the  public  necessi- 
ty for  it.  The  subject  has  been  before  the  City 
Government  every  year  for  the  last  six  or  seven 
years;  the  Street' Commissioneis  have  had  this 
matter  before  them  and  oestowed  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  attenrion  ui)on  it,  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusi  jii,  as  have  also  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  that  there  is  no  question  as  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  this  expenditure,  considering  its  imjjortance 
to  the  city  on  various  accounts.  It  will  be  a  great 
thoroughfare  for  the  people  residing  in  South 
Boston  and  the  southerly  part  of  the  city.  The 
Commissioners  have  succeeded  in  having  all  the 
abutters  agree  to  give  their  land  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  or  three,  at  the  connection  of  Harri- 
son avenue  and  Swett  street,  where  buildings 
are  upon  the  land,  and  they  convey  all  the  land 
to  the  city  free  of  expense,  and  contrib- 
ute $60,000  towards  building  the  street. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  believe  that 
this  will  be  a  very  important  improve- 
ment, and  of  great  benefit  to  the  city,  and  it  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  private  in- 
dividuals, as  all  enteri)rises  of  this  kind  are.  The 
abutters  have  come  up  handsomely  and  agreed  to 
give  their  land  and  contribute  $60,000  towards  the 
construetion  of  that  street.  The  reason  an  ad- 
journment is  asked  until  Wednesday  is  that  there 
are  two  of  the  signatures  upon  the  conveyances 
of  the  land  to  pay  the  sum  assessed  to  their  names 
which  the  City  Solicitor  thinks  should  be  changed. " 
One  of  the  parties  signs  "Joseph  Dorr  for  parties 
interested,"  which  is  decided  not  to  be  in  legal 
form.  We  want  to  have  that  changed,  and  also  the 
name  of  Shebnah  Rich,  which  is  signed  "tor  N.  S. 
Hopkins,"  changed  to  "N.  S.  Hopkins,  per  Shebnah 
Rich,  attorney,"  which  will  then  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  the  City  Solicitor. 

After  consultation  it  was  agreed  that  when  the 
Board  adjourn  it  should  be  to  Wednesday  after- 
noon at  four  o'clock. 

Alderman  Peters  made  some  inquiry  relative  to 
the  estimates  and  Alderman  Clark  said :  This  $117,- 
000  is  the  estimate  of  the  land  taken  for  the  street. 
That  is  conveyed  to  the  city  free  of  exnense. 
Then,  in  addition  to  that,  the  abutters  propose  to 
pay  $60,000  towards  the  co'nstruction  of  the 
street. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  desire  to  correct  the 
chairman  of  the  committee.  He  stated  that  the 
land  damages  are  $117,000.  The  land  given  bv  the 
owners  is  valued  at  $39,000.  The  $117,000  is  f  or'land 
which  is  considered  valuable  and  will  not  be 
given.  The  city  will  take  that  land  and  assess 
betterments.  The  improvement  is  fully  shown 
on  the  map.  In  addition  to  the  land  given 
by  the  abutters  they  contribute  $60,000  in  cash 
towards  putting  the  street  through.  In  the  esti- 
mated expense  of  $475,000  is  included  the  cost  of 
paving,  macadamizing,  etc.,  $87,600,  which  will 
not  need  to  be  expended  for  a  year  or  two.  Here  is 
every  possible  expense  that  is  to  be  met  after  lay- 
ing out  the  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
to  Wednesday  afternoon  next  at  five  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  at  4 
P.M. 
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Adjourned  regular  mcetin{^,at  five  o'clock  P.M., 
Aklerinaii  Olark,  Chairman,  presidiiif;;. 

EXKCUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIUMEI). 

Fpeoial  I'olice  Officer— Joseph  W.  Noble,  Gage's 
wharf,  Charlestown. 

PETITIONS  KEFERKED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Horace  B.  Sargent,  to  be  allowed  addi- 
tional compensation  for  land  taken  op  Shawmut 
avenre. 

To  the  Committee  on  Painnij.  Trustees  of  es- 
tates of  John  Siuimons  and  Samuel  A.  Way,  and 
James  Amory  et  al.,  that  the  square  by  the  Post 
Office  be  called  "Farragut  square." 

WARD   EIGHT   ELECTION  RETURNS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  W.  K.  Jones  et  at. 
for  a  recount  of  the  votes  in  Ward  8  for  Alder- 
men, and  the  question  was  on  referring  it  to  the 
Special  Committee  on  Municipal  Election  Ke- 
turns. 

Alderman  Peters — I  do  not  know  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Election  Returns  should  be  obliged  to 
recount  those  votes  on  that  petition.  I  hardly 
think  that  duty  should  be  put  on  that  committee. 
The  legal  report  ot  the  examination  of  the  re- 
turns has  been  made  and  accepted,  and  this  is 
merely  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  three  candi- 
dates whose  names  have  not  been  put  on  the  re- 
turns to  see  liow  many  votes  were  cast  for  them. 
It  therefore  seems  to  ine  th^t  it  is  inexpedient  to 
take  any  action  on  this  matter,  as  it  will  make  no 
difference  lu  the  result. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  true  that  it  would 
make  no  difference  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee as  previously  made  and  acrejited.  At  the 
same  time  the  citizens  of  Ward  8  desire  to  have 
the  returns  made  correctly,  and  the  gentlemen 
for  whom  they  cast  votes  for  Aldermen  desire  to 
have  the  credit  of  the  votes  cast  for  them.  This 
entry  can  be  made  upon  the  record  of  the  City 
Clerk,  and  any  one  can  see  the  number  of  ballots 
cast  for  those  gentlemen.  I  cannot  see  that  it  is 
a  great  labor  put  upon  this  committee,  and  I  think 
they  can  accomplish  the  work  in  a  very  short 
time.  I  have  been  upon  that  committee  for  two 
years  past,  and  when  a  recjuest  of  this  kind  has 
bfen  made  we  were  reatlj  to  make  a  recount. 

Alderman  Peters— No  request  of  this  kind  was 
made  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  Election  Re- 
turns, of  which  I  was  a  member,  and  I  do  not 
think  this  a  proper  request.  If  the  citizens  of 
AVard  8  want  proper  return!-  made,  they  should 
elect  proper  men  for  inspectors. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  i-i  true,  but  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  several  candidates  who  were  voted 
for.  Therefore  I  think  the  records  of  the  City 
Clerk  should  be  made  correct,  and  to  do  it  will 
impose  no  great  hardship  upon  the  committee. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Election  Returns. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  asf  essments  in 
Brook  avenue,  Oneida  and  other  streets.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  contract  for  delivery  of  water  pipes,  to  be  paid 
tor  in  May  next.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Report  of  Committee  on  W  ater  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  ])urchase  Jamaica  Pond,  with  an  order 
that  arranjiemeuts  be  made  with  the  Brookline 
W  Iter  Board  for  a  temiiorary  supply  for  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton.  (City  Doc.  No.  108.)  Or- 
iler  passed  and  sent  down. 

ADDITION  TO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY    BUILDING. 

Alderman  Peters,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Library,  submitted  a  report  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  in  the  matter  of  the 
proposed  purchase  of  the  "Wolcott  Estate,"  ad- 
joining the  Public  Library  building.  Accepted 
and  sent  dowu. 

WATER     SUPPLY     FOR     WARDS     SEVENTEEN     AND 
NINETEEN. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  recommending  the  passage  ,of 
the  orders  authorizing  tlie  Cochituate  Water 
Board  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water  pii)es 


and  other  materials  to  provide  an  adequate  sup- 
j)ly  of  water  tor  Wards  17  and  19,  and  providing 
lor  the  borrowing  of  iS2(K),000  to  be  expended  for 
said  object.  The  report  v-as  accepted,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  order  took  its 
second  reading  and  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Brooks— What  is  the  necessity  of  pass- 
ing this  order  at  the  present  season  of  the  year? 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  object  is  that  the  pipes 
may  be  contracted  for  and  be  rer.dy  for  laying 
early  in  the  spring;  the  necessity  tor  it  is  that 
those  two  wards  are  at  the  present  time  without 
any  water  supply,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they 
shall  be  furnished  as  sobn  as  possible.  Of  course 
the  Alderman  will  understand  tliai  this  is  only  the 
first  instalment  of  the  expense  of  furnishing  those  • 
two  wards  with  water,  which  is  likely  to  be  $1,000,- 
UOO.  The  cost  ot  supplying  Dorchester  and  Rox- 
bury with  water  after  annexation  was  §1,000,000, 
and  the  cost  for  wards  17  and  19  cannot  fall  much 
short  of  $1,000,000.  I  may  add  here  that  a  con- 
tract can  for  the  pipes  be  made  at  much  bet- 
ter rates  during  the  winter  season  than  in 
spring.  The  pipes  can  be  laid  better  early  in  the 
season,  soon  after  the  frost  is  out  of  the  "ground, 
and  they  cannot  be  laid  to  sogool  an  advantage 
when  not  furnished  during  the  winter  months. 

Alderman  Peters — I\o  one  who  lives  in  a  ward 
with  a  water  supply  can  realize  the  position  of 
affairs  in  Ward  17,  or  those  wards  witnout  water. 
At  my  house  we  have  to  carry  water  nearly  half  a 
mile  now.  One  of  the  arguments  for  an'iexation 
was  that  we  should  get  an  adequate  water  .supply. 
Taxes  have  been  raised  in  Ward  17  $450,000,  and 
the  only  reason  why  water  is  not  furnished  there 
is  the  lack  of  a  system  of  sewerage.  A  large 
sewer  has  already  '^een  built  as  far  as  the  chemi- 
cal works,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  says 
that  next  year  it  will  be  carried  up,  so  that  it  will 
be  done  before  the  water  reaches  us.  The  super- 
intendent of  a  large  iron  works  assures  me  that 
iron  can  now  be  bought  for  less  than  for  twenty 
years. 

Alderman  Brooks — That  is  perhaps  true  as  to 
the  question  of  iron;  but  if  we  do  not  contract  for 
the  pipes  now  cannot  they  be  procured  at  less 
rates  three  months  from  now?  Now  ic  has  been 
said  that  if  we  contracted  for  buildings  early  in  the 
season  they  can  be  built  for  much  less.  What  is 
the  result?  A  man  can  make  a  contract  for  any 
building  of  that  description  for  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  he  could  early  in 
the  season.  It  is  r.  question  whether  or  not  this 
contract  could  not  be  made  cheaper  two  or  three 
months  hence  than  now.  In  my  opinion  the  Water 
Board  will  be  able  to  contract  at  as  much  lower  a 
rate  two  months  froui  now  as  they  can  now  at  a 
rate  lower  than  two  or  three  months  ago.  I  be- 
lieve the  tendency  of  iron  material  is  downward. 
My  friend  [Alderman  Power]  laughs  at  me,  be- 
cause heis  in  the  business;  butit  cannot  be  rubbed 
out,  and  we  have  got  to  come  down  to  hard  pan. 
Hard  pan  must  be  reached  sooner  or  later. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  $43  or  $45  per  ton  is  not 
very  near  hard  pan  for  the  pipes  ustd  by  the  city 
of  Boston,  I  do  not  know  how  much  nearer  it  can 
be  made.  All  the  iron  dealers  are  of  the  opinion 
that  this  is  the  lowest  price  that  the  castings  can 
be  furnifched  at.  The  Water  Boaid  inaj^  be  able 
to  contract  as  low  as  $43  per  ton  tor  these  pipes, 
for  they  certainly  can  be  manufactured  much 
cheaper  than  in  the  summer  months.  During  the 
winter  the  large  iron  furnaces  in  New  Jeisey, 
where  these  pipes  are  made,  are  mostly  idle,  and 
they  are  willing  to  take  contracts  at  low  prices, 
in  order  to  retain  their  best  help.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  city  will  procure  the  pipes  at  much 
less  rates  than  if  the  contract  is  delayed  till 
spring.  Besides  there  will  be  this  advantage :  the 
pipes  will  be  ready  to  be  delivered  early  in  th'^ 
spring,  which  they  cannot  be  if  the  contract  is 
delayed.  There  are  different  kinds  of  pipes,  and 
it  is  Very  difficult  to  cast  all  at  one  time ;  thej*  re- 
quire much  time  to  do  it. 

Aldeiman  Peters — The  buildings  of  which  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  1  speaks  were  not  a  necessity, 
and  it  may  have  been  better  to  postpone  them  al- 
together.'  I  dare  say  that  in  the  next  few  years 
the  cost  of  pipes  will  be  lower  than  now ;  but  a 
necessity  exists  for  them  in  Ward  17  and  the  city 
ought  not  to  hesitate  for  one  moment,  when  the 
fire  may  come  to  our  own  doors  at  any  moment. 

Alderman  Cutter— Where  are  we  going  to  get 
the  water  to  put  into  these  pipes?  We  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  do  it,  and  we  shall  not  be  next  year 
from  the  way  the  Government  is  treating  this 
(juestion.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  pipes, 
but  we  have  no  water  to  i)ut  in  them.    If  the  Gov- 
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eminent  establishes  a  gold  basis,  of  course  iron  is 
going  to  fall  just  iu  proportion  as  the  piice  of 
gold  is  above  paper  currency.  There  is  no  haste 
abouD  these  pipes  this  year. 

Alderman  Power — If  the  present  and  prospect- 
ive values  of  iron  is  to  have  anything  to  dowith 
the  settlement  of  this  question,  I  would  state  that 
in  1857,  when  everything  was  on  a  gold  basis,  you 
could  not  buy  water  pipes  much  ciieaper  than 
you  can  today.  Any  man  in  the  iron  business  will 
sell  iron  today  for  cash  at  a  much  loweipriee  than 
he  will  for  future  delivery.  I  never  knew  it  to  be 
lower  when  business  is  being  done.  There  have 
been  meet'ngs  of  men  in  the  iron  interest  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  almost  perfected  an 
agreement  to  reduce  the  production  of  iron.  The 
fact  of  their  meeting  for  that  purpose  has  al- 
ready stiffened  up  the  price  of  iron.  No  man  in 
the  business  will  sell  it  as  low  as  he  would  a  few 
weeks  ago ;  but  no  man  will  sell  it  for  future 
delivery  as  low  as  he  will  for  cash.  I  think  it  wiU 
toe  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  make  this  pur- 
chase today.  It  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  good  in- 
vestment. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  will  be  recollected  by  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  who  were  members  of  the  last 
Government  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  op- 
posed the  construction  of  certain  bridges  because 
the  price  of  materials  would  be  lower,  and  we  all 
know  how  poor  a  prophet  he  ijroved  to  be,  as  the 
price  is  higher  now  tlian  then.  In  regard  to  the 
price  of  iron  in  1857  and  now,  although  I  am  not 
in  the  business,  I  know  tliat  in  1857  nails  were 
three  cents  a  pound,  and  now  they  are  3.75  cents. 
If  I  am  not  right,  the  gentleman  will  correct  me. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  can  buy  the 
same  kind  of  nails  now  foa  three  cents  a  pound 
that  he  could  in  1857,  but  they  are  of  a  very  poor 
quality. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  the  pipes 
should  be  ready  by  the  time  the  water  is.  We  have 
passed  an  order  for  the  Water  Board  to  consult 
with  the  authorities  of  Brookline  to  supply  those 
two  wards  with  water,  and  Mr.  Kirby  says  they 
can  do  it. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
is  mistaken.  I  never  said  iron  for  bridges  would 
be  lower.  I  said  that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
lower,  and  1  say  now  that  the  iJiospect  is  it  will  be 
higher.    I  have  not  any  doubt  that  it  will  be. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  question  comes  right 
here,  and  it  cannot  be  rubbed  out.  Business,  to- 
day, is  very  dull,  and  if  you  can  show  me  where 
you  are  going  to  have  any  material  demand  for 
iron  to  increase  its  value  I  should  like  to  have  it 
pointed  out.  A  few  years  ago  iron  was  in  de- 
mand for  steamers  all  over  this  country,  and  per- 
haps in  Europe;  but  the  time  for  building  iron 
steamers  for  service,  as  compared  with  wooden 
vessels,  has  gone  by;  they  cannot  live, 
they  cannot  compete  with  wooden  vessels ;  there 
is  no  question  about  it.  Xow  I  believe  that,  with 
our  taxes  so  high  and  business  so  dull,  this  con- 
tracting for  iron  before  we  need  it  is  of  no  advan- 
tage to  the  city,  and  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  re- 
ceive any  advantage  from  it.  If  these  pipes  are 
actually  wanted,  and  we  have  got  the  water  to  put 
in  them,  now  is  the  time  to  contract;  but  if  we 
have  not,  then  by  making  this  contract  we  shall 
lose  the  interest  on  the  money  for  that  time.  I 
move  that  this  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
next  Monday,  at  Ave  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  motion  was  lost  on  a  rising  vote— 3  for,  9 
against. 

Alderman  Cutter— Will  some  of  the  Aldermen 
who  voted  in  the  negative  say  why  it  is  necesspry 
to  pass  the  order  tonight  rather  than  next  Mon- 
day? 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  that  as  we  are 
near  the  end  of  the  year  we  should  commence  to 
finish  un  the  business  of  the  year.  Here  is  a  posi- 
tive necessity  for  having  pipes  to  lay  next  spring. 
We  know  that  we  have  got  to  buy  them,  that  we 
have  got  to  put  down  pipes  in  West  Koxbury. 
They  pay  their  taxes  and  we  cannot  escape  it. 
The  water  will  be  ready  as  soon  as  the  pipes  are 
laid.  Why  delay  the  matter?  Why  wait?  We 
have  enough  to  do  before  the  end  of  thd  year 
■without  delaying  this  any  further. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  gentleman  who  uses  that 
argument  came  in  last  week  with  an  order  to 
spend  $200,000  and  tried  to  rush  it  through.  It 
was  "Go  in,  boys,  go  in."  Then  this  week  he  came 
in  with  another  order  saving  $100,000  from  the 
first  one. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  beg  leave  to  correct 
the  gentleman— that  is  his  estimate,  not  mine. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  order  was  reduced  $100,- 


000.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  they  pro|)ose  to 
give  the  same  amount? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  Does  the  gentleman 
wish  me  to  answer  him  entirely? 

The  Chairman— Alderman  Brooks  has  the  floor. 

Alderman  Brooks— We  have  come  here  to  do 
business.  We  have  seen  them  take  the  back  track 
on  the  motion  to  give  the  order  a  second  reading. 
I  only  wish  time  to  examine  this  matter,  and  I 
hope  it  win  be  laid  over,  and  then  perhaps  I  shall 
be  as  ready  to  vote  for  it  as  any  one. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  y,  nays  3,  ( A-ldermen 
Brooks,  Cutter  and  Harris  voting  nay)— and  sent 
down. 

A  CITY  CONVEYANCER  .VND  LEGISLATIVE  COUNSEL. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  were  requested  to  report  in  rela- 
tion to  a  permanent  addition  to  the  number  pf 
employes  in  the  Law  Deiiartment,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fallow- 
ing: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  authorize 
the  Mayor  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice ana  consent  of  the  Stan  ling  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  Ordinances,  appoint,  a  fourth  As- 
sistant Solicitor,  who  shall  be  styled  the  "City 
Conveyancer,"  and  shall  ))ossess  the  same  qualifi- 
cations and  hold  his  office  upon  the  same  tenure 
as  the  otlier  assistants.  It  shivU  be  the  special 
duty  of  said  fouith  assi-tant  to  do  the  work  re- 
(juired  to  be  done  on  the  pnrt  of  the  city  in  exam- 
ining titles  to  property  and  in  drafting  deeds  and 
conveyances.  HeslMill  perform  such  other  pro- 
fessional duties  incidei't  to  the  office  as  may  be 
required  of  him  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Sect.  2.  During  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature 
the  Mayor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
appoint  a  counsellor  at  lav,',  to  be  known  as  the 
Legislative  Counsel  of  the  city  of  lioston,  who 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  heretofore  provided 
toy  ordinance  to  be  done  by  the  City  Solicitor  and 
Assistant  Solicitors,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  matters 
?^ef ore  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth,  or 
any  committee  thereof,  and  shall  jDerform  all 
other  professional  duties  incident  to  his  office 
which  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  Mayor,  the 
City  Council  or  either  branch  of  "the  City  Council, 
or  'by  the  Committee  thereof  on  Legislative 
Affairs.  And  said  Legislative  Counsel  shall  hold 
office  only  during  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature, 
and  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  may  be 
determined  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  Ordinances 
such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require  that  ad- 
ditional assistance  should  be  furnished  in  the  Law 
Department,  the  said  committee  may  provide 
such  assistance  for  the  time  being  as*  they  may 
deem  expedient,  and  establish  the  compensation 
therefor. 

Read  once  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Armories,  suomitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Cyrus  White  the  sum  of  $275,  being  the  amount 
due  said  White  for  the  rent  of  armory  occupied 
by  Company  A,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  situated  on  Centre  street.  West  Koxbury;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Ar- 
mories. 

Read  once. 

APPLETON    TEMPORARY    HOME. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  on  the  part  of  the  Hoard,  submitted  a 
report  on  petition  of  D.  Banks  McKenzie,  tor  an 
appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Appleton  Home  rec- 
ommending, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  for  the  reason  that  the  City  Council  has 
no  power  to  make  such  an  appropriation. . 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the 
Chairman  read  the  original  petition. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  committee 
had  stepped  beyond  their  jurisdiction,  as  the  peti- 
tion was  not  for  an  appropriation  but  for  a  hear- 
ing before  the  Board.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
treating  the  petitioner  fairly. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  had  op])osed  the  refer- 
ence, and  Alderman  Worthington  favored  it.  He 
had  desired  that  gentleman,  who  is  eclitor  of  a 
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well-known  temperance  paper,  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioner, tliat  his  readers  might  profit  by  the  infor- 
mation gained.  The  eoiumittee  liad  impartially 
heard  the  gentleman,  ami  if  the  Alderman  want- 
ed to  hear  him  he  would  withdraw  the  motion  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Lydia  M.  Warner  in  relation 
to  the  temporary  relief  of  the  poor,  submitted  a 
report  that,  toy  chapter  374  of  the  acts  ol  the  year 
1874,  the  Clly  Council  was  authorized  to  appropri- 
ate annually  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  fifteen-hun- 
dredth of  one  per  cent,  of  the  valuation  of  the 
current  year  for  temporary  aid  to  the  poor,  to  be 
expended  in  such  manner  as  the  City  Council  may 
determine.  At  the  hearing  given  to  the  petitioner 
she  rep^^ented  that  the  act  was  procured  mainly 
through  her  efforts,  and  she  desired  to  present  her 
views  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  aid  should  be 
dispensed.  In  her  opinion  it  would  best  accomplish 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  if  it  should 
be  given  out  under  the  direction  of  a  special  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  or  the  citizens,  to  re- 
lieve those  ca>es  of  sitft'ering  which  do  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  Ovjeriseers  of  the  Poor, 
or  of  the  charities  organized  for  special  classes. 
As  the  question  in  regard  to  the  method  of  fur- 
nishing the  aid  is  now  pending  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil, on  the  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Police  to  distribute  soup  from  the  police  station 
houses,  or  elsewhere,  no  further  action  appears  to 
be  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  THE  ACT  RELATING  TO  PUBLIC 
BATH  HOUSES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  «Joint  Committee  on 
Bathing,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order  [to  which  is 
appended  the  act  referred  to] : 

Ordered,  That  the  act  passed  hy  the  General 
Court  of  this  Commonwealth  and  approved  May 
7, 1874,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  cities  and 
towns  to  erect  and  maintain  public  baths  and 
wash  houses,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ac- 
cepted. 

Read  once. 

FREE  SOUP. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  special  committee  of 
this  Board  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee 
of  the  Common  Council  on  the  matter  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  branches  in  relation  to  fur- 
nishing temporary  aid  to  the  poor,  reported  that 
they  have  conferr'ed  with  the  committee  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  have  been  unabla  to  agree. 

Alderman  Cutter— We  met  the  members  of  the 
committee  from  the  other  branch,  and  they  pre- 
sented their  case,  and  we  asked  them  to  show  their 
reasons  and  arguments,  if  they  had  any,  why  the 
order  passed  by  this  Board  should  not  pass,  and  wny 
it  is  not  the  most  judicious  way  to  distribute  soup : 
it  has  been  the  custom  to  distribute  soup  in  that 
way  and  if  there  were  any  way  it  could  be  done 
better,  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  Board 
were  willing  to  change  their  minds,  provided  they 
were  convinced.  The  arguments  presented  were 
very  weak.  One  of  the  committee  had  the  idea 
that  the  order  contemplated  giving  away  any 
kind  of  merchandise,  and  when  he  was  informed 
that  we  could  not  distribute  anything  but  soup 
he  then  said  he  misunderstood  it.  The  question 
then  simmered  down  at  last  to  this:  They  were 
willino-  to  allow  us  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
from  the  Council  to  join  the  committee  of  three 
from  this  Board.  They  were  willing  to  accept  that 
as  a  compromise,  and  we  might  say  who  the  men 
from  their  board  should  be.  We  thought  that 
was  not  practical,  and  that  it  was  a  virtual  surren- 
der of  their  side  of  the  case.  We  thought  it  vras 
not  commendable  for  a  committee  of  this  Board 
to  appoint  a  committee  from  that  branch,  when 
they  have  a  President  competent  to  do  so.  We 
saw  no  reason  why  we  should  not  adhere  to  what 
we  thought  right.'  They  dissented  and  therefore 
we  came  to  no  agreement,  and  we  report  that  we 
are  unable  to  agree. 

Alderman  Peters — The  position  1  took  was  that 
the  city  charter  has  put  the  care  of  the  police  sta- 
tions in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If 
the  soup  is  to  be  distributed  by  the  police,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  ^re  directly  responsible  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  thing  is  done,  and  for 
the  conduct  of  the  police.  If  a  committee  of  live 
is  taken  from  the  Common  Council,  they  will  have 
power  to  outvote  the  committee  of  three  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  we  would  thereby  forfeit 


our  rights  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
If  the  soup  is  not  distnbuted  by  the  police,  I 
think  it  should  be  by  a  joint  committee,  but  if 
it  is  it  should  be  manafied  by  the  Committee  on 
PoPce  of  the  Board  of  jUderuien  entirely.  1  could 
not  see  how  we  could  lake  a  different  stand  from 
what  we  did. 

Tne  report  was  accepted— 11  for,  0  against. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  in  regard  to  the  order? 

Alderman  Cutter — After  conversation  with  some 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  1  think  that,  as 
the  vote  there  was  neaily  a  tie,  if  we  send  it  back 
to  them  they  will  pass  it  in  its  original  shape. 
Therefore  I  move  that  we  adhere  to  our  former 
vote. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  order  was  sent 
down. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
the  report  of  Committee  on  Streets  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  for  the  lay- 
ing out  and  extension  of  Sweit  street,  at  an  ad- 
judged exoense  of  $475,000,  the  question  being  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  look  ui)ou  the  extension  of 
Swett  street  as  only  a  question  of  time;  and  I 
believe  it  is  necessary  to  have  that  street  laid  out 
— there  is  no  dottbt  ;  bout  it ;  but  as  every  judi- 
cious man  would  control  his  liusiness  according  to 
its  extent,  and  would  carefully  protect  himself 
against  failure  or  increasing  his  debt  so  that  he 
would  be  troubletl  to  pay  it,  it  does  look  to  me 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  business  in  this  city, 
and  as  the  city  within  the  past  three  years  has 
spent  some  eleven  million  nine  hundred  and  some 
odd  thousand  dollars  in  widening  and  laying  out 
streets,  I  think  it  would  be  judicious  to  delay  this 
matter.  I  do  not  see  that  it  will  harm  anybody  to 
delay  it.  There  is  no  more  public  necessity  for  it 
than  there  was  a  year  ago,  and  the  question  is 
whether  or  not  we  are  going  on  and  continuing  to 
run  the  city  into  debt,  and  whether  it  is  good  policy 
to  continue  during  tne  next  three  years  as  we 
have  the  last  three,  and  spend  nearly  twelve  mil- 
lions in  increasing  the  debt  of  this  city.  It  does 
look  to  me  as  if  it  was  about  time  for  us  to  pause. 
The  rate  of  taxes  in  this  city  has  increased,  and 
the  valuation  has  been  increased ;  and  now  that 
the  valuation  has  got  to  be  put  down  the  rates  are 
still  more  increased  because  personal  property 
is  falling  off,  and  gentlemen  who  were  citi- 
zens of  this  city  have  taken  up  their  lesi- 
dence  outside  our  limits  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  themselves  from  the  extravagance 
of  this  Government,  and  they  dwell  in  some 
locality  where  this  Government  cannot  reach 
them.  Then,  of  course,  it  falls  upon  us  who 
own  the  real  estate  of  the  city  to  meet  this  in- 
creased taxation.  The  income  from  real  estate  in 
the  city  has  fallen  off  a  great  deal  of  late,  busi- 
ness is  dull,  and  tenants  are  unable  to  pay  what 
they  have  been  paying.  It  is  certainly  adding  an 
expense  upon  real-estate  owners  that  will  not  be 
tolerated  by  the  citizens.  They  have  come  to  the 
conclusion"  that  they  must  affect  a  revolution; 
that  the  City  Government  mu.st  and  shall  stop 
spending  money  in  this  way.  I  see,  today,  that 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  recommend  an  in- 
crease of  two  more  salaried  officers  in  the  City 
Solicitor's  Department— that  is  just  so  fmuch 
more  expense.  We  have  increased  them  during 
the  last  two  years,  from  one  to  four,  and  now  they 
ask  to  be  increased  to  six.  K  you  keep  on  this 
way,  you  wiU  get  half  the  bar  employed  by  the 
city  of  Boston.  Whoever  you  employ  you  have 
got  to  pay.  I  think  we  had  better  pause  before 
we  increase  the  expenses  of  this  Grovernmeut  by 
widening  and  extending;  any  more  streets  at  pres- 
ent. 1  for  one  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  against 
this  order  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Peters— I  shall  vote  against  this  order 
at  the  present  time,  because  I  do  not  think  this 
work  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  this  year. 
The  position  m  which  the  city  stands  calls  for  re- 
trenchment. The  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets  having  used  up  the  greater  pari; 
of  their  appropriation,  have  at  last  gobbled  up  the 
Reserved  Fund,  and  now  they  want  to  run  the  city 
into  debt  nearly  $500,000.  If  the  city  had  $500,000, 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  we  could  not  put  it 
to  better  use  than  to  lay  out  Swett  street.  Then  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  city  pays  more  than  it  ought 
to.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  city  pays  for  raising 
the  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
way, then  the  ebuttors  should  grade  the  street  up 
and  the  city  accept  it.    1  think  the  city  ought  to 
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be  protected  from  runniiig  into  debt  during  the 
next  few  year>. 

Alderman  Wortbington— It  will  be  remembered 
by  tbe  Aldermen  that  this  luatter  of  Swett  street 
has  been  before  the  City  Government  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  it  is  a  work  of  jjositive  necessity 
in  tbe  estimation  of  })  great  many.  "We  are  now 
commencing  an  improvement  on  the  South  Bos- 
ton flats,  covering  several  hundred  acres— I  think 
800— to  bring  that  territory  into  market.  We  row 
desire  to  build  a  street  across  South  May  fiom  the 
Highlands  to  Dorchester  avenue,  that  we  may  aid 
in  utilizing  that  territory  for  commercial  uses.  A 
very  large  portion  of  that  filled  land  will  be  in 
wharves,  tor  coal,  lumber  and  other  heavy  busi- 
ness, which  will  be  extended  from  South  Boston  to 
the  Highlands,  supplying  all  the  lumber,  coal 
and  merchandise  that  has  been  formerly  carried 
up  the  canal,  and  which  will  gradually  land  on 
South  Boston  Point  or  in  the  rear  of  the  Blind 
Asylum,  and  in  time  extended  through  to  Rox- 
bury.  And  it  is  necessary  for  the  city  to  provide 
for  them.  This  is  the  only  avenue  that  we  shall 
have  to  extend  from  that  territory  through  to  the 
Highlands.  There  can  be  no  better  time  tor  doing 
it  than  now.  "We  are  hearing  every  day  of  the 
poor,  and  we  are  providing  soup  for  them.  Is  it 
not  far  better  to  provide  labor  for  them  and  let 
them  earn  their  board  than  to  have  to  sup- 
port them?  If  this  is  carried  through,  the 
city  and  the  railroad  will  give  employ- 
ment to  a  very  large  number  of  people.  It  is  time 
to  pass  this  oider  because  it  has  been  considered 
through  the  year,  and  we  have  with  a  great  deal 
of  labor  by  the  Street  Commissioners  and  com- 
mittee arrived  at  that  point  where  the  citizens 
come  before  us  and  say  they  will  give  the  land, 
they  will  submit  to  assessment  for  betterment, 
and  will  pay  §60,000  towards  the  expense  of  it. 
Let  us  build  that  avenue,  and  we  will  at  once 
bring  into  market  a  large  portion  of  territory — 
some  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  acres,  I  know 
not  exactly  how  much— ax  an  advanced  price. 
You  will  see  by  lookine:  over  the  tax  book  that 
we  are  taxing  that  land  all  the  way  from 
live  to  fifteen  cents  per  toot  ;  when  this  avenue 
is  built  up  so  the  land  can  be  brought  into  mar- 
ket, it  will  be  taxed  all  the  way  from  seventy-five 
cents  to  $1.50  a  foot.  They  wiU  then  commence  to 
fill  up  that  territory  and  use  it  where  they  cannot 
do  so  now.  When  that  territory  is  filled  up  it 
will  at  once  commence  paying  large  taxes  to  the 
city,  and  we  shall  get  back  in  the  way  of  taxes 
more  than  the  interest  on  the  money  expended. 
We  shall  have  an  open  street  between  two 
very  important  sections  of  the  city  where 
now  there  is  no  intersecting  line  except  to  go 
round  into  Boston  and  over  Dover-street  Bridge 
to  South  Boston.  We  have  no  right  to  put 
the  citizens  of  the  Highlands  to  that  trouble 
to  get  to  South  Boston.  They  come  before  the 
commissioners  and  Committee  on  Streets,  as  they 
have,  I  know  not  how  many  times  this  year,  and 
last  year,  and  during  the  last  seven  years,  asking 
that  this  may  be  done ;  and  now  we  have  brought 
it  as  near  to  a  point  as  it  will  be  possible  to  be.  I 
feel  that,  if  we  do  not  pass  it  this  year,  and  com- 
plete all  the  arrangements  to  build  that  avenue, 
it  may  be  several  years  before  it  can  be 
accomplished.  The  actual  amount  that  we 
are  going  to  pay  will  not  be  a  very  large 
sum  of  money;"  the  whole  amount  will 
be  $475,000  when  it  is  completed.  Of  that  we  shall 
receive  back  a  veiy  laige  bettetment  from  the 
territory  on  both  ends  of  the  route.  We  shall  re- 
ceive §60,000  in  cash  from  the  owners  of  land,  and 
they  give  the  low  land  for  the  street  to  the  city 
free  of  expense.  Therefore  I  think  this  is  a  mat- 
ter to  put  through  this  year.  The  citizens  will  not 
complain,  on  the  contrary  they  will  be  gratified  to 
have  us  appropriate  this  money,  when  they  will 
have  an  avenue  that  will  aid  in  developing  that 
very  large  property  at  South  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  is  all  very  well  for  the  gen- 
tleman to  talk  about  increasing  the  value  of  indi- 
viduals' property  by  using  tbe  city's  money,  for 
that  is  his  argument,  if  he  has  offered  any — it  is 
to  increase  the  value  of  their  property.  Well, 
now  the  Water  Power  Company  have  been  mak- 
ing ani  extending  streets,  and  for  the  last  year 
they  have  not  been  able  to  sell  a  dollar's  worth  of 
land.  Now  they  extended  those  streets  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  land,  but  they  cannot  sell  it. 
Ajadwhy?  Because  there  is  no  demand  for  it. 
And  it  is  almost  useless  for  us  to  extend  this 
street,  for  if  we  do  we  cannot  realize  anything  in 
the  taxation  of  that  property  for  the  next 
five  or  ten  years,  and  thereforaihere  is  no  neces- 


sity lor  doing  it  for  the  next  five  or  ten  years.  It 
is  'not  expected  that  the  city  should  bear  four- 
fifths  of  the  expense  when  the  private  individuals 
will  have  nine-tenths  of  the  benefit  of  it,  and  that 
seems  to  be  the  bargain  the  Committee  on  Streets 
have  put  before  us.  That  argument  can  be  used 
in  regard  to  any  street  in  the  city.  There  is  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  which  stops  nowhere  except 
against  a  man's  yard  fence ;  that  could  be  ex- 
tended as  much  as  Swett  street.  Why  not? 
There  is  an  avenue  where  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  travel,  and  if  it  were  extended 
into  the  country  in  the  condition  that  it  now  is, 
perhaps  it  would  satisfy  the  geiitlemaii  from  the 
Highlands,  so  that  hereafter  he  would  not  advo- 
cate the  spending:  of  million?  of  money  for  a  pub- 
lic park.  I  say  we  cannot,  in  the  condition  we  are 
now  ill,  affordto  go  on  and  do  this  work,  although 
1  will  admit  that  it  is  only  a  question  of  time 
when  it  must  be  done.  But  there  is  no  public 
necessity  for  it— not  half  so  much  as  there  was 
two  years  ago,  ^vhen  the  pressure  upon  our  streets 
by  business  was  greater  than  it  is  now.  If  people 
travelled  over  Dover-street  Bridge  to  South  Bos- 
ton two  years,  they  can  do  it  as  well  today,  and 
for  the  next  year  to.  come,  and  it  will  be  no 
greater  hardship  Hnttliereis  another  hardship. 
It  is  brought  in  here  just  at  the  last  momeuts  of 
the  year,  at  a  regular  u;eeting,  and  put  before  this 
Board  for  final  action  at  an  iriegular  meeting,  and 
they  propose  to  pass  it,  giving  us  only  from  last 
Monday  night  to  tonight  to  study  into  the  merits 
of  this  question.  Certainly  this  Committee  on 
Streets  cannot  I 'Oast  of  the  merit  of  being  con- 
versant with  subjects  put  before  this  Board,  when 
you  all  know  the'action  they  were  obliged  to  take 
in  ord«»r  to  take  .'<?200,000  from  the  treasury  for  the 
Water  Power  Compaiy,  stating  that  they  were 
conversant  with  the  subject  and  had  been  for  a 
year;  and  although  they  opposed  recommitting 
their  report  to  the  committee,  because  it  was  use- 
less— the  discussion  showeil  that  they  did  lack  in- 
telligence on  the  subject — they  themselves  voted 
to  recommit,  and  not  a  member  ot  this  Board 
voted  against  it.  I  say  th;.t  after  the  Committee 
on  Streets  have  come  in  in  this  loose  way,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  look  after  them,  and  not  pass  an 
order  that  involves  half  a  million  with  only 
three  or  four  d.ays  for  its  consideration.  This 
Board  should  have  more  time  than  that,  and 
it  is  not  good  taste  in  the  committee  to  press 
this  order  at  this  particular  time.  They  have 
not  confidence  in  the  order;  if  they  had  they 
would  not  press  it.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  says  that  if  it  is  not  passed  now  it  prob- 
ably will  not  be  passed  for  several  years.  Did  he 
tell  us  why  not?  He  did  not,  and  therefore  the 
only  salvation  of  the  order  is  to  rush  it  through 
now.    It  will  not  bear  time. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  beg  leave  to  correct 
the  gentleman.  I  said  "it  may  not"  be  passed  for 
several  years.    I  did  not  use  the  word  "would." 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  may  correct 
his  words — 

Alderman  Worthington— I  beg  leave  to  correct 
his  own  words,  not  mine. 

Alderman  Cuttei— I  will  correct  my  own  words; 
I  do  not  ask  him  to  do  it.  If  I  make  a  mistake  I 
am  ready  to  be  corrected,  and  I  am  not  in  a  hurry 
to  pass  an  order  for  fe.ar  a  mistake  in  it  may  be 
seen.  I  move  that  the  furtuer  consideration  of 
this  order  be  postponed  till  next  Monday  after- 
noon at  half-past  four  o'clock. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  Committee  on 
Streets  have  not  attempted  to  force  this  through, 
and  have  no  oojections  to  its  Ijing  over.  But  they 
ask  that  it  may  be  passed  by  this  City  Govern- 
ment, because  the  commissioners  and  committee 
have  been  at  work  upon  it  and  matured  it  as  thor- 
oughly as  they  can.  They  ask  that  it  may  be 
passed  by  this  Government,  and  not  tonight.  No 
one  has  asked  that  it  be  passed  tonight.  It  is 
very  well  for  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  to  ob- 
ject and  talk  about  the  Committee  on  Streets  rush- 
ing things  through,  when  there  is  no  committee 
which  rushes  things  through  this  Board  as  much 
as  does  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Their  business 
IS  of  such  a  nature  that  it  can  be  quickly  arranged 
in  committee,  and  then  they  come  here  and  ask 
for  the  second  reading  of  orders  oftener  than  any 
other  committee.  But  such  a  subject  as  this  re- 
quires a  great  deal  of  study  and  time  anit  latwr, 
and  the  commictee  have  been  unable  to  get  it 
through  before  this.  Now  we  ask  that  it  may  be 
passed  by  this  Government,  and  it  is  unbe- 
coming the  senior  member  to  censure  eve- 
ry member  and  committee  because  they  do 
not  meet  his  views.    He  has  undertaken  to  cen- 
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sure  every  man  in  this  Board  because  they  do  not 
meet  his  views.  We  are  not  responsible  to  him, 
and  he  has  no  ri^ht  to  censure  us  because  we  d» 
not  meet  his  views.  The  Committee  on  Streets 
brought  this  matter  here  after  maturing  it,  and 
they  ask  tnat  it  may  be  passed  by  this  Board,  not 
tonight,  but  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  not 
have  it  go  over  to  another  year.  Wlien  I  was  iip 
before  I  said  it  may  not  pass  for  several  years.  It 
may  be  the  next  commit cee  and  commissioners 
may  not  give  the  attention  to  it  that  we  have,  and 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  knew  one-half  th« 
work  we  have  done  he  would  not  make  the  re- 
marks against  it  that  he  does.  He  has  offered 
the  argument  that  land  does  not  sell  on  the  Back 
Bay.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between 
Soiith  Boston  and  Back  Bay.  South  Boston 
land  is  coming  up  every  day  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. The  New  York  &  New  England  Railway, 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railioad,  the  city  and  the 
State  are  spending  money  there  today,  improv- 
ing thai  land,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  assist  ill  that  work,  and  when  it  is  done 
this  avenue  should  be  ready  to  meet  the  demands 
of  business.  I  did  not  say  that  the  land  would 
sell,  and  I  do  not  know  of  one  single  individual 
who  wants  to  sell  his  land.  But  the  property 
owners  want  the  street  put  through  and 
to  prepare  the  land  for  building  purposes.  Then 
the  prices  on  this  territory  will  advance.  On  Back 
Bay  it  is  entirely  diffeient;  that  land  is  not  in- 
tended for  commercial  purposes,  but  for  c'welling 
houses.  This  is  not  for  speculation.  South  Bos- 
ton needs  it,  the  Highlands  need  it,  Dorchester 
needs  it  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  need  it,  and 
the  assertion  that  this  is  done  for  speculators  is 
totally  untrue.  It  is  not  done  for  speculation, 
and  not  for  the  inhabitants  of  any  one  part  of  the 
city,  but  for  the  citizens  of  Boston,  because  they 
need  that  street  to  be  laid  out.  This 
subject  has  been  before  the  Street  Commissioners 
more  or  less  since  they  were  first  organ- 
ized, and  they  have  looked  upon  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  great  importance,  and  given  it  a  great  deal 
of  attention.  They  have  had  careful  surveys 
made,  calculations  of  the  cost,  and  what  the 
abutters  should  pay,  and  the  result  of  their  de-  ' 
liberation  is  before  us.  It  is  their  earnest  recom- 
mendation that  it  should  be  done  at  this  time. 
No  order  could  come  before  this  G-overnment  with 
a  stronger  recommendation  than  this  has  by  the 
commissioners,  and  I  believe  by  a  majority  of 
this  City  Government.  As  I  said,  I  do  not  object 
to  the  assignment  for  next  Monday.  I  want 
Aldermen  to  have  all  the  time  that  they  require. 
I  only  ask  that  this  Government  wiU  pass  it,  that 
we  may  not  again  have  to  go  over  the  whole  work, 
as  we  have  this  year. 

Alderman  Peters— As  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen* 
tleman  in  regard  to  the  Street  Commissioners,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  their  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion. From  what  I  can  learn,  it  is  not.  It  is 
brought  before  this  City  Government  in  order  to 
get  the  feeling  of  the  Government  upon  the  ques- 
tion. Another  reason  why  I  shall  vote  against 
it  is,  that  if  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  is 
brought  up  at  this  late  moment  in  the  session,  we 
do  not  really  represent  the  people  of  Boston. 
They  have  not  decided  to  send  certain  members 
here,  and  they  would  not  have  sent  others  if  they 
had  had  a  chance.  Now  this  whole  Committee  on 
Streets  were  reelected  and  they  will  probably 
constitute  the  same  committee  next  year,  and 
they  can  then  bring  it  before  twelve  Aldermen 
who  are  fresh  from  the  people. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  gentleman  says  ne 
does  not  represent  the  people  of  Boston. 
Alderman  Peters— I  did  not  say  so. 
Alderman  Worthington— And  he  imagines  that 
because  he  has  been  left  out,  we  do  not  represent 
the  citizens  of  Boston.  ,  He  has  been  left  off,  and 
therefore  we  do  not  represent  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton. I  desire  to  state  that  this  order  is  offered 
with  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Street 
Commissioners . 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark-  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve the  Committee  on  Streets  do  Represent  the 
sentiment  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  have  been 
upon  the  Committee  on  Streets,  which  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  6  has  been  croaking  about,  since 
I  have  been  in  this  Board,  and  since  the  expendi- 
ture of  that  twelve  millions  began.  I  do  not  believe 
a  single  voter  of  Boston  would  put  the  city  where  it 
was  when  I  had  the  honor  at  first  to  take  a  seat  at 
this  Board.  Would  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
put  it  back  ?  He  would  put  back  Washington 
streetjwhich  cost  fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars, 


and  the  city  is  richer  today  by  that  improvement. 
Now  the  Alderman  from  West  Roxbui^y  says  it  is 
nottheunanimoiissentimentof  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. I  beg  to  differ  from  him.  It  certainly  is 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commissioners, one  of 
whom  has  just  been  reelected,  and  his  views  on 
this  subject  have  been  well  known  for  the  last 
twelve  months.  Notwithstanding  that,  he  has 
been  reelected  by  <»  handsome  majority.  The 
people  are  in  favor  of  this  improvement,  ask 
for  it,  and  expect  it.  It  is  not  a  stock-jobbing 
speculation.  It  is  t©  accommodate  the  60,000 
people  of  South  Boston,  which,  in  five  years,  will 
probably  have  a  population  of  75,000.  It  is  te 
benefit  the  peoule  of  Wards  16,  14,  15,  and  West 
Eoxbury,  and  Wards  11  and  10— in  fact  all  the 
wards  except  perhaps  2,  3,  4,  and  6.  Now  it  is  a 
mistake  that  this  is  not  a  public  necessity  and  im- 
provement. The  Alderman  from  Ward  6  says  that 
no  man  has  been  selling  land  for  a  year.  If  he 
will  have  the  goodness  to  take  the  Traveller  he 
will  find  that  very  large  transactions  in  real 
estate  take  place  every  week.  It  is  a  mistake  that 
the  business  of  Boston  i-i  in  sucU  a  deplorable  con- 
dition as  the  alderman  from  Warrl  6  would  have 
us  believe.  The  business  of  Boston  is  fifty 
per  cent,  better  today  than  it  is  in  New 
York,  and  I  doubt  whether  there  ever 
was  a  time  when  payments  were  made 
so  promptly  as  in  the  city  of  Boston 
now,  for  I  sell  goods  in  nearly  every  State 
in  the  Union.  I  am  tired  and  sick  of  hearing  this 
croaking  about  hard  times  and  Boston  going  t» 
the  dogs.  I  do  not  believe  in  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing there  is  so  much  land  on  the  Back  Bay  for 
sale,  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  city  of  Boston 

fets  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year  of  this  Water 
ower  Company  alone,  and  $150,000  from  the  lands 
there,  to  say  nothing  of  the  buildings  erected  upon 
those  lands.  This  is  no  new  subject.  Everybody 
knows  it  has  been  before  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  last  six  months  and  they  have  given  it  a  great 
deal  of  attention.  It  is  no  small  business  to  make 
so  good  and  clear  a  trade  as  they  have  made.  It 
IS  not  a  matter  of  merely  advertising  for  bids  for 
paving  a  street  and  opening  the  bids.  There  have 
been  a  good  many  hitches  in  this  thing.  The  last 
hitch  was  the  Roxbury  Gas  Company.  They  said 
they  wanted  that  large  tract  of  land  there  for  gas 
works,  and  the  moment  it  is  filled  its  valuation  is 
trebled  for  taxes.  But  rather  than  stand  in  the 
way  they  came  up  like  men  and  signed  the  docu- 
ment and  agreed  to  contribute  $800  towards  mak- 
ing the  street.  Now  what  is  true  of  the  Roxbury  Gas 
Company  is  true  of  every  owner  on  that  line'.  We 
have  taken  land  of  the  South  (^ove  Corporation  at 
fifteen  cents  a  foot,  and  they  pay  $1500,  and  we 
shall  raise  the  value  of  their  land  five  per  cent, 
immediately.  Tht-re  is  where  the  city  is  going  to 
get  the  return.  This  $475,000  is  all  the  improve- 
ment is  to  cost,  and  it  is  not  actually  going  to  cost 
that.  The  Street  Commissioners  have  put  the 
most  unfavorable  computation  upon  it  that  they 
can,  and  we  shall  get  back  $100,000,  so  that  the 
whole  expenditure  is  $375,000,  and  not  $475,000.  I 
beg  the  Board  to  notice  that  the  estimate  for  rais- 
ing the  railroad,  paving  the  street,  macad- 
amizing and  aU,  is  included  in  that  $475,000,  and 
we  get  back  $100,000— to  say  nothing  of  the 
betterments  to  be  assessed  on  land  whose  owners 
do  not  come  into  this  arrangement.  There  is  no 
question  about  this  being  agreat  public  necessity. 
It  has  been  so  recognized  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners and  Boards  of  Aldermen  for  the  last  fire 
years.  It  is  what  the  South  End  of  the  city  de- 
mand; there  is  no  question  about  that.  They  do 
not  want  to  be  obliged  to  go  down  to  Dover 
street  or  round  to  Washington  S^Ulage  to  go  to 
South  Boston.  It  is  the  commencement  of  a 
great  system  of  streets  from  Cambridge  that 
■will  soon  be  carried  out.  Swett  street  is 
practically  an  extension  of  West  Chester- 
park  street,  from  Beacon  street  across  to 
Cambridge.  It  is  going  to  be  an  enormous  thor- 
oughfare. The  people  of  South  Boston  and  Rox- 
bury demand  this  street,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  give  it  to  them.  Now  this 
thing  is  not  pressed  through  here  today.  The 
Alderman  from  Ward  6  knows  very  well  why  we 
want  to  pass  it'tonight.  There  is  a  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council ;  the  members  of  the  Council 
want  it  there  and  want  it  acted  upon.  There  is 
only  one  more  meeting  of  the  Council  after  to- 
night, and  only  two  more  of  this  Board.  Mem- 
bers of  this  Board  knew  this  thing  was  com- 
ing. They  admit  that  it  is  necessary.  The 
Aldermen  from  Wards  6  and  17  who  op- 
pose   it,    admit  tJie   necessity  of  this   improve. 
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ment,   and   the    oiily    question    is    the    proper 
time    for    carrying   it   out.      There      never   was 
a  time  wlien  it  could  be  done  as  cheaply  as  it  can 
be  done  today,  and  if  there  ever  was  a  time  vrhen 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  city  to  provide  all  the  labor 
that   it   consistently  could  to  assist  the  working 
classes,  now  is  that  time.    It  is  a  good  deal  better 
to  give  them  work  in  building    Swett    street  than 
to  take  care  of  them  in  the  station  houses.    "When 
a  man  applies  for  food  at  the  station  house,  send 
him  to  Swett  street.    If   the  idle  are  sent  out  to 
work    we    shall   soon    get   rid    of    them.    I  con- 
tend    thiit     the     rate     of     increased    taxation 
upon  the  property  in  that  district,  if  Swett  street 
is  laid  out,  will  in  three   years   pay  ten  per  cent. 
upon  the  entire  outlay.    I  have  no  question  about 
that  at  all.    It  is  the  commencement  of  the  im- 
provement of   that  entire  territory,  every  foot  of 
which  is  a  nuisance  today,  and  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  city.    Another  reason  why  this  street 
should  be  laid  oiit  is,  that — and  I  subniitjit  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers  if  it  is  not  true — it  is 
necessary  to  have  this  street  constructed  in  order 
to  get  decent  sewerage  for  the  South  End,  and  to 
convey  away  the  sewage  from  the  Roxbury  Canal 
into  Dorchester  Bay.  It  may  be  that  the  South  End 
needs  jo  protection  from  the  city.    The  members 
of  this  Board  are  just   as    well   prepared  to  vote 
on  this  matter  tonight  as  they  will  be  next  Mon- 
day.   If  the  Aldennan  from  Ward  6   proposes  to 
postpone  this  matter  till   next  Monday  and  then 
until  the  next  Saturday  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
it,  I  think  he  ought  to  say  so.   The  Street  Commis- 
sioners are  unanimously  in  favor  of  it.    They  all 
signed  the  report.    General  Burrell   was  in  favor 
of  it  before  and  since  election.  It  was  well  known 
to  the  community  how  he  stood  upon  tois  matter. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  were  in  favor  of  it  before 
and  since  election,  with  one  exception.  They  never 
have  and  do  not  now  propose  to  dodge  a  vote  be- 
fore or  after  election.    Ihey  believe  public  neces- 
sity and  the  interest  of  the    city  treasury  demand 
that  the  extension  of  Swett  street  shall  be  carried 
out  at  the  present  time.    Furtnermore,  let  me  say 
that  there  never  has  been  a  project  entertained  be- 
fore this  Board  where  the  abutters  have  con>e  up 
so  handsomely  and  so  liberally   and   done  every- 
thing that  the  Street  Commissioners  have  asked 
them  to  do,  as  have  the  abutters   upon    this  pro- 
posed exteasion.    Gentlemen  can  see  by  looking 
•ver  this  document  that  the  land   taken   is  val- 
med    at    five    cents    a    foot    in    a    great    many 
Instances.    Now,  as  soon  as  this  street  is  laid  out, 
do  you  suppose  that  any  man  is  going  to  be  taxed 
at  five,  ten  or  fifteen  cents  a  foot  for  land  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  where  we  stand?  I  think  not, 
tf  the  Assessors  do  their    duty.    It  is  not  a  great 
while  ago  that   a   gentleman   weU  known  in  this 
«ity  bought  a  large  territory  of  just  such  land  as 
this  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  for  twelve  cents 
a  foot.    He  has  improved  it,  the  city  helping  him 
by  putting  streets  through,  and  he  is  se'ling  that 
land  today  at  $1.50  per  foot,  notwithstanding  the 
hard  times  the  Alderman  is  croaking  about,  and 
the  depreciation  of  store   rents.      He   is  selling 
those  lands  rapidly,  and  the  city  taxes  them  for 
$1.50  a  foot  instead  of  ten  or  twelve  cents,  as  they 
were  taxed  on  that  same  territory  within  Ave  years. 
The  gentleman  from  the    Highland   District  has 
spoken  of  t^^e  project  for  the  improvement  of  the 
South  Boston  'flats  and  the  connection  of  all  the 
railroads  lying  at  the  north  part  of  the  city  taking 
them  around  to  the  flats  owned  by  the  State.    The 
project  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  carried  out.    Im- 
provements are  in  progress  here  by  individuals 
and    corporations    which   many   members  of  the 
Board  do|not  understand,  and  when  these  improve- 
ments are  carried  out  every  foot  of  this  territory 
is  to  be  wanted  for  business  purposes,  and  Swett 
street,   you  will   find,  wiU   become  an  immense 
thoroughfare   for   the  accommodation  of  public 
travel.    It  will  enable  the  citizens  of  South  Bos- 
ton and  other  sections  to  go  across  to  the  Milldam 
without   coming    down   to    Federal   street,  wUl 
shorten  the  distance  more  than  one-half,  and  also 
accommodate   those   who   reside   at    the   South 
End  in  the  same  way  in  getting  into  that  portion 
of  the  city.    Remember,  gentlemen  of  the  Board, 
that  the  estimated  cost  cf  this  improvement  to 
the  city  is  $375,000,  and  not  $475,000;  and  it  you 
wish  to  commence  the  improvement  of  a  thou- 
sand acres  or  more  of  land  that  you  are  to  imme- 
diately begin  to  derive  a  benefit  from,  you  can- 
not do  better  than  to  vote  for  the  extension  of 
Swett  street.    You  are  all  ready  for  it,  and  there 
is  no  use  in  delay.    Let  us  come  to  a  vote  upon  it 
tonight.    I  am  willing  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  taking  such  action.    I  believe  the  citizens  ex- 
pect it,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  it. 


Alderman  Peters — Although  I  do  not  speak  at 
such  a  high  rate  and  in  such  threatening  tones  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15,  and  though  I  do  not  assume  so 
fierce  a  look,  still,  when  1  make  an  assertion,  I 
mean  it,  and  it  is  exactly  as  true  as  if  it  were  said 
in  the  loudest  tones  that  would  ring  throughjthese 
halls  for  the  next  week.  I  say  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  is  not  unanimously  in  favor  of 
this  improvement  at  the  present  time.  1  have  it 
on  the  best  authority,  for  I  was  told  so  by  one  of 
the  commissioners  himself.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
could  have  bett3r  authority  for  my  statement. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  15 undertakes  to  answer 
what  I  said,  by  what  I  think  is  a  low  assertion, 
and  then  said  that  he  was  unable  to  comprehend 
what  I  meant.  I  do  not  think  a  gentleman  s^hould 
undertake  to  answer  another  until  his  own  brains 
are  sufliciently  illuminated  to  enable  him  to  com- 
prehend the  meaning  of  that  gentleman's  le- 
maiks.  What  I  said  was  that  he  did  represent  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  that  the  six  Aldermen  here, 
who  are  returned  to  their  seats  do  represent  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  Aldermen  who  will  be 
here  a  week  from  next  Monday  wiU  also  rep- 
resent the  city.  The  third  gentleman  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioneis  has  been  secured, 
making  the  commission  the  same  as  before,  and 
the  Street  Committee  has  also  been  reelected,  and 
will  exist  then  as  it  does  now. 

Alderman  Clark — I  do  not  wish  to  have  this 
matter  go  to  the  next  City  Government,  because 
the  present  Government  has  been  discussing  it 
for  the  last  six  months,  and  is  best  able  to  consid- 
er it.  We  have  had  a  great  many  meelings,  and 
have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it.  There  is 
One  other  item  that  I  might  have  mentioned  when 
I  was  speaking,  and  that  is  this :  That  the  com- 
missioners, after  having  made  aU  the  estimates, 
and  putting  in  everything  possible,  have  estimat- 
ed for  paving,  macadamizing,  setting  edgestones 
and  fencing,  the  sum  of  $87,600.  Now  that 
$87,600  will  not  probably  be  wanted  until 
the  year  1875,  and  perhaps  not  until  1876,  be- 
cause a  street  can  be  laid  out  and  put  in  condition 
for  public  travel,  as  the  streets  of  Boston  fre- 
quently are,  a  very  long  time  before  it  becomes 
necessary  to  pave  it.  That  was  done  in  the  case 
of  Albany  street.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  all 
paved  now.  I  presume  it  is ;  but  certainly  for  five 
years,  at  least,  that  street  was  laid  out  for  a  public 
thoroughfare  before  it  was  paved.  So  there  are 
$87,000  that  may  be  deducted  from  $375,000,  leav- 
ing about  $300,000  that  would  probably  be  requir. 
ed  during  the  year  1875.  It  is  not  such  a  tremen- 
dous bugbear,  gentlemen,  after  all. 

Alderman  Peters — I  merely  wish  to  add  that  the 
Committee  on  Stieets  are  not  unanimously  in 
favor  of  this  improvement,  and  1  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Board  to  the  dewdrops  of  wis- 
dom appended  to  this  report  upon  the  seventh  and 
eighth  pages. 

Alderman  Brooks— There  has  been  consiaerable 
said  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  much  time  has 
been  spent  upon  it.  Now  I  certainly  think  that 
this  improvement  is  necessary,  but  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  necessary  to  pass  so  im- 
portant a  measure  at  the  present  time.  If  I 
rightly  understand  the  Street  Commissioners, 
they  do  not  consider  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  now.  They  think  it  might  as 
will  be  delayed  for  a  short  time  at  least.  While 
the  location  of  this  street  would  be  a  great  accom- 
modation to  a  large  class  of  citizens  at  South  Bos- 
ton and  at  Boston  Highlands,  it  is  a  question 
whether  this  Government  should  go  into  this  large 
expenditure  of  money  at  the  present  time.  There 
is  a  large  amount  of  territoiy  that  might  be  im- 
proved, but  there  is  a  large  number  of  unoccupied 
liouses  in  the  city,  in  my  section  at  least,  and  it  is 
only  a  question  with  me  whether  it  is  absolutely 
a  necessity  at  the  present  time  that  this  property 
should  be  developed,  whether  I  am  really  doing 
my  duty  to  vote  away,  with  the  present  rate  of 
taxation,  so  large  a. sum  of  money.  I  look  upon 
this  as  a  very  serious  question  of  duty  toward  that 
section  of  the  city.  There  are  very  strong  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  it,  and  there  are  others  strongly 
against  it.  The  argument  in  favor  of  it  here 
introduced,  that  of  a  very  large  amount  of 
labor  performed  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
during  the  present  year  is,  in  my  mind,  no  argu- 
ment at  all.  They  are  sent  here  to  do  that  busi- 
ness, and  when  it  is  done  they  have  only  done 
their  duty.  But  if  they  have  done  it  thoroughly 
it  will  take  them  but  a  little  time,  as  they  have  all 
been  reelected,  to  place  it  early  before  the  Gov- 
ernment of  next  year,  for  they  will  be  thoroughly 
conversant  with    the   subject.     I   certainly  hope 
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that  this  may  be  laid  over  until  next  Monday,  be- 
cause I  seriously  iffiaril  it  to  be  my  duty  to  con- 
sider whether  I  should  cast  my  vote  for  or  against 
it.  I  want  10  do  what  I  think  is  for  tlie  interest  of 
all  sections  of  the  city.  1  certainly  have  no  axe 
to  fjrind  in  this  matter,  but  while  there  seems  to 
be  a  misunderstaiHling  on  the  subject  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  in  rlie  minds  of  members  of 
this  Board  and  of  the  Street  Commission,  I  think 
it  is  due  to  tliis  Board  that  this  matter  should  go 
over  for  a  week,  or  until  next  Monday,  that  we 
may  know  whetlier  we  or  they  are  in  the  wrong 
upon  this  subject.  1  certainly  desire  to  do  what  I 
consider  for  title  interests  of  all  sections  ot  the 
city,  irrespective  ot  individual  interests,  because 
I  do  not  believe  that  I  am  called  upon  to  give  my 
vote  here  for  this  measure  because  it  is  to  benefit 
this  or  that  man,  unless  it  is  a  general  improve- 
ment that  i<  to  apply  to  the  entire  city  of  Boston 
rather  than  to  any  particular  section. 

Alderman  Clark — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1  who  the  expenditure  of  half  a 
million  dollars  at  East  Boston  is  to  benetit— East 
Bostor' or  the  peojjle  at  hnge?  1  think  it  comes 
with  very  ill  grace  from'  the  gentleman  from 
Wa.dl.who  has  urged  the  expenditure  of  lifty, 
sixty  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  alone,  and  not 
for  the  public  generally.  There  is  one  other  point 
of  which  I  might  speak,  and  that  is  with  regard 
to  the  facilities  that  will  be  afforded  to  the  Fire 
Department  by  this  improvement. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, if  he  will  allow  me,  on  what  occasion  I 
have  ever  advocated  the  expenditure  of  :S100,000, 
when  it  was  to  benefit  East  Boston  only. 

Aide  rman  Clark — I  tliiuk  I  could  explain  to  the 
Board,  but  I  will  not  so  into  details  at  the  present 
time.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  Swett  street  is  laid 
out  it  will  afford  greater  facilities  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment. Suppose  a  fire  breaks  outat  Wa>hington 
Village,  how  is  the  Fire  Department  to  get  there? 
You  might  burn  half  the  village  or  lialf  of  South 
Boston  before  you  could  get  a  quarter  part  of  the 
depar*"meut  there.  They  would  be  obliged  to 
come  from  the  South  End  and  go  over  Dover- 
street  Bridge,  and  there  the  draw  would  probably 
be  up  or  the  Old  Colony  cars  would  stand  across 
the  track.  The  opening  of  this  street  would 
be  a  very  great  relief  in  that  direction. 
In  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  we  have  the  documents  be- 
fore us.  '"Resolved"  —  Gentlemen,  I  wish 
Alderman  Peters  would  give  me  his  attention — 
"Resolved,"'  Mr.  Chairman,  "that  the  sifety  and 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  require 
that  Swett  street  should  be  Widened  and  ex- 
tended from  Albany  street  to  the  junction 
of  Broadway  and  Dorchester  avenue  in  South 
Boston,  and  th\t  the  grade  thereof  should 
be  established,  and  for  the  purpose  it  is  neces- 
sary to  take  and  lay  out  as  a  public  street 
or  way  of  the  city  such  and  such  parcels  of  land 
belonging  to  so  and  so."  That  is  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  and  that  res- 
olution is  signed  by  Joseph  Smith,  Isaac  S.  Bur- 
rell  and  Newton  Talbot,  Street  Commissioners.  I 
do  not  wish  to  have  anything  stronger  than  that. 
You  have  it  under  their  own  signature  and  seal. 
They  have  resolved,  after  having  given  this  sub- 
ject two  years  of  deliberation,  that  the  safety  and 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  require  that  Swett 
street  should  be  laid  out  thus,  and  so  have  signed 
it  with  their  own  hands.  Now  it  is  not  necessary 
for  the  Alderman  from  West  Roxbury — I  wish  I 
could  remember  the  ward  ;  Ward  17. 1  believe — it 
is  not  necessary  for  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17 
to  raise  any  question  as  to  the  opinions  entertain- 
ed by  the  Street  Commissioners  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  ' 

Alderman  Peters — I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  he  should  address 
his  remarks  to  the  Chair.  With  regard  to  the 
paper  here  signed  I  can  only  say  what  I  have  said, 
that  what  I  oid  say  was  upon  the  be-t  of  authority; 
from  one  of  the  Commissioners  himself. 

Alderman  Power — I  did  not  mean  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject,  and  it  is  with  a  great  deal 
of  diffidence  that  I  speak  upon  it,  as  it  is  a  matter 
that  seems  to  relate  particularly  to  South  Boston. 
To  begin  with,  I  will  say  that  I  have  been  informed 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  within  ten  minutes 
that  they  were  unanimous  on  this  subject.  I  pre- 
sume they  know  what  they  are  talking  about.  If 
they  do  not  then  the  gentleman  may  be  right ;  but  I 
havi  never  seen  them  in  a  condition  when  I  did  no 
suppose  they  knew  what  they  were  saying  and  do- 
ing.   I  say  it  is  with  a  great  deal  of  diffidence  that 


I  say  anything  on  this  subject,  for  it  appears  to 
relate  more  to  South  Boston  than  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  city.  I  should  dislike  veiy  much  to 
be  sus[)ected  of  advocating  anything  that  would 
appear  to  be  specially  in  the  interest  of  that  sec- 
tion any  more  than  I  wot  Id  advocate  a  measure 
for  any  other  section,  for  I  think  my  votes  in  this 
Board  have  shown  that  I  have  been  w.lling  to  vote 
fOr  public  improvements  to  as  great  an  extent 
as  in  any  other  direction,  when  1  hon- 
estly believed  they  were  needed  and  de- 
manded. I  cannot  therefore  help  saying 
a  few  words  upon  this  subject.  Theie  are  in  the 
neighborhood  of  60,000  people  in  South  Boston 
antl  they  have  virtually  no  avenue  for  getting 
across  to  Boston,  fori  do  not  consider  Dover 
street  a  safe  avenue  by  anv  means.  It  is  danger- 
ous in  the  extreme,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
should  be  either  closed  or  bridged  iminediately. 
As  it  stands  today  we  hove  no  waj'  to  get  to  the 
South  End  of  the  city.  Any  one  wno  lives 
in  South  Bosion,  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  live, 
is  obliged  to  go  two  miles  and  a  half  to  get  to  a 
point  that  is  really  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away.  I 
think  one  of  the  greatest  needs  is  in  the  matter  of 
the  Fire  Department.  Only  a  week  or  two  ago, 
during  the  fire  at  the  South  End,  I  had  to  go  about 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington  Village 
and  wake  the  residents  to  come  out 
and  protect  their  property  from  fire.  A 
large  volume  of  sparks  came  from  the 
fire,  and  the  wind  blew  in  the  direction 
of  the  village.  There  weie  no  engines  there,  for 
they  had  gone  to  another  fire,  and  I  knew  it  would 
take  some  time  for  them  to  return,  and  the  only 
way  was  for  the  residents  to  go  out  and  protect 
their  buildings  as  best  they  could.  If  they  had 
not  done  that,  I  think  there  is  little  doubt  but 
that  Washington  Village  would  have  been  burned. 
But  the  most  important  matter  to  be 
considered  in  the  wl  ole  question  is  this; 
there  is  about  2,000,000  feet  of  land  between 
Washington  Village  and  where  Swett  street  en- 
ters. I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any  one  who 
doubts  that  that  land  may  be  increased  in  value 
at  least  half  ajdollar  per  foot.  The  taxes  on  that, 
I  believe,  at  $15  on  the  thousand,  would  be  some 
$15,000,  and  it  would  make  an  increase  of  valua- 
tion of  $1,000,000.  I  do  not  think  any  one  will 
question  the  truth  of  that  statement.  And  when  I 
say  2,000,000  feet,  I  mean  that  there  is  that 
amount  of  land  on  the  direct  line  that  the  street 
will  take.  At  the  present  time  the  greater  portion 
of  it  is  now  without  value.  On  the  Roxbury  side 
there  is  undoubtedly  1,000,000  feet  more  that  will 
be  increased  in  value  at  least  to  the  extent  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  foot.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  question  but  that  the  taxes  upon  the  in- 
creased valuation  will  much  more  than  pay 
the  interest  on  the  sum  that  this  im- 
provement is  to  cost.  There  is  the  main 
point  that  should  be  looked  to.  If  that  can 
be  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  one  i 
do  not  see  why  he  should  hesitate  to  vote  for  it. 
The  gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  knows  very 
well  that  he  has  looked  at  this  matter  and  the  lo- 
cation a  great  many  times,  and  I  am  very  much 
surprised  to  see  him  opposed  to  it,  because  he  has 
never,  in  any  consultation  I  have  had  with  him, 
had,  to  my  knowledge,  but  one  opinion,  and  that 
was  that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  and 
that  it  was  a  necessity  and  ought  to  be  done.  But 
I  apprecia'te  the  reasons  and  the  ground  that  he 
takes  for  opposing  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  they  can- 
not be  ignored.  But  if  the  increase  in  the  valua- 
tion of  the  property  will  fiu'nish  addi- 
tional revenue  from  taxation  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money 
we  are  called  upon  to  expend,  that  is  the  fact 
that  should  decide  this  matter.  It  cannot 
help  being  a  positive  increase  the  moment  this 
thing  is  done.  Today  there  are  60,000  people  on 
one  side  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  on  the 
other.  There  is  no  question  but  if  this  street 
were  put  through  there  would  be  much 
more  travel  over  it  than  there  is  over  Dover  street 
today.  This  is  the  first  improvement  calling 
for  a  large  expenditure  of  money  that  I  have  been 
called  tipon  |to  vote  or  speak  upon  here 
that  seemed  more  directly  to  interest  South 
Boston  than  any  other  point.  I  do  not  think  it 
does.  I  think  it  interests  the  city  proper.  I 
think  it  is  of  as  much  value  to  the  city  proper  as 
it  is  to  South  Boston.  The  Alderman  from  the 
Sixth  Ward  and  the  Alderman  from  East  Boston 
have  both  given  reasons  why  they  cannot  vote 
for  it.  Ttose  reasons  cannot  be  changed  or 
wiped    out    between     now   and    next    Monday. 
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Therefore  it  is,  of  course,  obvious  that  it  is 
not  for  any  other  motive  than  to  indefi- 
nitely poi=tpone  this  matter  or  to  defeat  it 
that  they  offer  them.  That  can  be  the  only  object, 
because  they  have  both  given  reasons,  good  rea- 
sons to  themselves  perhaps ;  they  doubtless  be- 
lieve them  such,  or  they  would  not  ofier  them. 
But  there  is  no  possibility  of  those  reasons  or  the 
circumstances  of  which  they  speak  beinji  ch.nged, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  see  that  anything  is  to  be 

fained  by  delay.  This  is  no  new  subject.  It  has 
een  before  the  Government  eight  years.  It 
has  been  before  it  this  year,  and  has  reached  the 
Board  as  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  get  it  here 
when  you  bear  in  mind  the  obstacles  it  has  met 
from  time  to  time.  It  was  supposed  at  one  time 
it  was  about  to  come  in,  and  ]ust  then  we  were 
met  by  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
pany, w.io  Dositively  refused  to  allow  the 
street  to  be  built.  That  objection  had  to 
be  met.  It  took  a  long  time  to  bargain 
and  arrange  with  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad 
Company.  Thent  he  Street  Commissioners  put  in 
forthe  firsttime  another  clause,  that  a  certain  sum 
of  money  should  be  raised  bythe  owners  of  the  land. 
The  owners  of  the  land  have  met  that  objection, and 
the  tbing  has  progressed.  It  has  not  been  delayed 
one  moment,  but  has  reached  here  in  a 
condition  that  it  seems  to  me  ought  to 
meet  with  the  api)roval  of  this  Boatd, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  condition  of  the  times 
should  not  defeat  the  measure,  when,  as  1  said,  no 
one  can  doubt  but  that  the  property  will  be  in- 
creased in  value  as  much  as  I  have  stated,  and  the 
interest  on  the  amount  will  amount  to  more  than 
the  interest  upon  the  outlay.  The  immedi- 
ate outlay  cannot  be  much  more  than  $300,- 
000,  and  there  is  a  large  amount  of  the 
appropriation  that  I  do  not  see  how  the 
city  can  be  called  upon  to  spend  for  some 
time  to  come.  But  even  if  we  were  called  upon 
to  pay  the  whole  amount,  it  seems  to  me  that  such 
a  great  improvement  ought  not  to  be  delayed  any 
longer.  It  has  been  before  the  Governraeut  many 
times,  and  now,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  auspicious 
time  for  its  passage.  Therefore  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

The  question  was  upon  assigning  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  for  next  Monday 
afternoon  at  half-past  four  o'clock,  and  on  that 
question  Alderman  Clark  called  tor  the-yeas  and 
nays. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  trust  we  shall  continue 
the  discussion  this  evening  if  gentlemen  are  dis- 
posed to  vote,  in  order  that  we  may  get  aU  the 
light  possible  upon  the  subject.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  great  deal  of  discussion  in  the  early  part  of 
the  debate  was  rather  in  the  nature  of  charges 
and  counter-charges  between  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  one  side  and  the  Committee  on  Paving 
on  the  other.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  actinsz  upon 
a  matter  of  this  sort  we  should  thoroughly  under- 
stand it,  and  that  all  proper  questions  in  regard 
to  the  matter  should  be  satisfactorily  answered 
by  the  Committee  on  Streets.  For  one,  I 
should  like  to  know  in  regard  to  the  amount 
of  betterments  we  are  to  receive  by  it 
if  Swett  street  is  extended.  The  Alderman 
from  the  Highland  District  stated  that  the  amount 
of  betterments  that  would  be  received  would  be 
very  large.  Those  were  his  exact  words,  I  think. 
Whereas  I  have  been  informed  by  competent 
authorities — the  very  best  it  seems  to  me— 
that  the  actual  amount  of  betterments  we 
should  receive  would  be  a  very  trifling  sum 
indeed.  Then  with  regard  to  the  amount 
that  is  contributed  bv  certain  abutters  on 
this  street,  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
It  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  amount  and  all  that  the 
city  should  require  under  the  circumstances,  be- 
side the  giving  of  their  land.  That  amount,  I  be- 
lieve, is  160,000.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  6, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  told 
us  what  a  very  great  increase  in  the  value  of 
property  the  e'xtension  of  Swett  street  would 
bring  about.  The  South  Cove  Corporation 
has  given,  besides  its  land,  $15,000  contribu- 
tion towards  the  extension  of  this  street.  I 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  amount  they 
will  pay,  and  the  amounts  other  abutters  will  pay, 
is  a  reasonable  amount,  and  what  the  city  can, 
under  the  circumstances,  require.  I  understand 
that  this  same  Sr>uth  Cove  Corporation  owns  forty 
acres  in  the  Immediate  neighborhood  there.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  said  that  all  that  property 
would  be  enhanced  in  value  from  five  cents  to 
twenty-five  cents  per  foot  as  soon  as  it  was 
filled,   making   a  clear    profit   to   this   corpora- 


tion of  twenty  cents  per  foot.  If  that 
is  so,  the  forty  acres  of  that  property  is  to  be 
enhanced  twenty  cents  per  foot  clear"  profit  to 
them,  which,  as  I  figure  it,  would  be  a  rise  of 
$350,000.  If  that  is  the  state  of  things  I  would  like 
to  know  it.  If  not,  I  would  like  to  be  corrected. 
But  particularly  1  would  bke  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  amount  of  betterments,  which  the  Alderman 
from  the  Highland  District  has  stated  will  be  very 
laree,  and  which,  I  have  been  informed,  will  be 
very  small. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  very  happy  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  answer  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  who  lives  in  that  district.  He  knows  that  this 
has  been  before  the  City  Government  the  past  and 
other  years.  He  knows  the  importance  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  matter  as  well  as  any  man  in  tliis 
Board.  The  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District 
made  this  remark — that  there  were  certain  por- 
tions of  land  that  were  not  given  by  the 
abutters,  upon  which  the  assessment  for  the 
betterments  would  be  laid,  and  upon  ihis  portion 
the  betterments  woiUd  be  large.  That  is  strictly 
true.  Now  the  Committee  on  Streets  understand, 
I  think,  what  they  have  been  doing  in  this  matter. 
They  have  not  been  into  it  with  their  eyes  shut. 
They  have  not  done  it  without  working  in  accord 
with  the  Street  Commissioners.  They  have  not  done 
it  without  having  advice  on  very  many  occasions 
from  the  City  Solicitor.  Andforthe information  of 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  9, 1  would  say  to  him 
that  it  is  very  dou'ntful  whether  you  can  construct 
a  street  through  vrater  where  the  tide  comes  in 
and  goes  out  every  day  and  assess  betterments  for 
it.  To  make  sure  of  getting  the  betterments 
from  the  e  parties,  they  have  been  taken  up  in  the 
form  of  a  contribution  or  assessment,  before 
the  street  is  laid  out,  making  that  condition 
that  they  shall  contribute  so  much  through 
this  tide  water.  Now  the  alderman  says  that  that 
tide  water  will  not  be  worth  twenty-five  r-ents  per 
foot.  Not  by  any  means.  But  the  moment  the 
street  goes  through  .at  a  grade  of  eighteen  these 
parties  will  fill  their  land  immediately,  and  in- 
stead of  its  being  worth  five  cents  per  foot,  as  flats 
covered  with  water  every  time  the  tide  comes  in, 
it  win  be  worth  many  times  that  amount.  The 
lands  are  to  be  filled  and  arrangements 
have  already  been  made  for  filling  quite 
a  large  area.  That  is  the  reason  why  this  money 
has  been  collected,  where  we  could  not  collect  it 
without  an  agreement  and  bargain.  It  may  not 
be  well  always  to  tell  all  the  information  you  pick 
up  from  the  City  Solicitor,  because  you  may  want 
to  lay  out  other  streets  which  we  may  make,  and 
attempt  to  assess  betterments  on  streets  going 
through  tide  water.  But.if  you  should  go  to  the 
City  Solicitor  and  ask  if  you  could  collect  better- 
ments for  such  streets,  he  would  tell  you  that  you 
cannot  collect  one  cent. 

Alderman  Peters— The  South  Cove  Corporation, 
I  understand,  owns  forty-five  acres  of  land.  Part 
of  that  was  considered  high  land,  and  they  took 
from  it  to  fill  their  lower  land  on  Albany  street. 
Can  the  Alderman  tell  how  much  of  that  property- 
is  now  owned  by  that  corporation? 

Alderman  Clark— They  may  own  45,000  acres! 
They  own  the  United  States  Hotel,  I  believe. 
They  did  formerly  own  Cove  street,  and  a  great 
many  others.  I  do  not  know  but  that  they  did 
buy  some  gravel  hills  to  fill  with.  But  they  own 
the  land  through  which  this  street  goes, 
and  tliat  is  flats  and  water.  The  flats  are 
assessed  at  five  cents  per  foot, I  believe.  They  give 
the  flats  for  the  building  of  this  street  and  con- 
tribute $15,000;  and  when  the  street  is  built  they 
propose  to  go  on  and  fill  up  their  land,  making  it 
valuable  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  taxes  by  the 
city.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  this  improvement  goes 
through,  you  may  have  bills  of  taxes  uncollected 
as  much  as  you  have  against  the  Boston  AVater 
Power  Company.  Still,  the  taxes  are  good, 
and  they  draw  ten  per  cent,  after  the 
first  of  January,  and  the  taxes  are  a  lien 
upon  the  land,  and  are  secure,  if  your 
assessors  have  not  made  a  mistake  and  assessed 
them  more  than  they  ought.  You  will  find  that 
there  is  a  vast  territory  that  is  to  be  improved  im- 
mediately, and  it  is  to  become  valuable  in  view  of 
the  accommodations  that  are  to  be  afforded  to 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  and  his  constituents, 
in  the  safety,  convenience  and  security 
that  is  to  be  afforded  to  the  South  End 
and  to  South  Boston,  and  to  other  sections 
of  the  city  in  case  of  a  large  conflagration.  It  is 
very  true,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  has 
said,  that  Dover-street  Bridge  is  very  unreliable. 
You  cannot  rely  upon   it   day  or   night.      I   will 
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guarantee  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 

start  fioiii  h"re  now  and  go  over  Dover-street 
Bridt^e  without  beinu;  detained  •either  by  the  draw 
or  by  the  railroad.  The  citizens  of  the  South  End 
and  of  South  l!oston  are  entitled  to  this  street, 
and  they  ought  to  have  it.  It  is  our  duty  co  give 
it  to  them,  and  to  act  ui)on  it  now  and  not  defer 
it  to  another  f'ity  Governnienc. 

Alderman  Worthing^on — The  gentleman  from 
■\Vard  9  nsks  if  this  is  a  fair  proportion  for  the 
abutters  to  pay.  I  think  the  rule  of  the  commis- 
sioners was  to  assess,  as  nearly  as  they  could, 
an  equitable  amount  upon  each.  It  is  assessed 
from  one-third  to  one-half  the  actual  cost  of  fiU- 
ine:  u\>  upon  each  strip  of  land  owned  by  the  abut- 
ters. 1  think  in  one  case  it  is  twenty-live  per 
cent.,  but  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  it"  is  thirty- 
three  ))er  cent.,  auii  in  one  ease  I  tL  ink  it  is  fifty 
per  cent.,  of  the  actual  expense  of  filling. 

Alderman  Peters— The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  is  either  very  unwilling  to  give 
information  in  reply  to  civil  interrogatories,  or  else 
he  does  not  know  how  to  reply  to  questions ;  he 
does  not  know  what  a  question  means.  Now  if 
the  Committee  on  Streets  have  been  looking  up 
this  matter  so  thoioughly, they  should  under- 
stand this  (juestion.  I  say  the  South  Cove  Cor- 
poration own  on  Swett  street  foity-tive  acres  of 
land,  that  they  have  always  ownetl.  But  a  part 
of  this  was  high  land;  so  high  that  when  they 
went  to  the  Soutti  Cove  District,  they  took  it 
away  to  fill  up  their  flats  to  a  grade  of  twelve  or 
fourteen.  Then  they  own  a  part  of  this  low  laud 
over  whi<h  the  tide  liows.  What  I  ask  is  the  pro- 
portion of  land  which  they  own  that  is  flats,  and 
the  proportion  tluit  ishigli  marsh  land 

Alderman  Clark — I  believe  they  ilid  buy  a  gravel 
hill  out  there  somewhere,  half  a  ni  le  from  the 
flats,  and  they  took  that  down  to  fill  with. 

Alderman  Peters — I  am  not  speaking  of  that. 

Alderman  Clark — The  Committee  on  Streets  un- 
derstand this  matter  thoroughly.  They  know  that 
the  South  Cove  Corporation  owns  a  piece  of  land 
over  which  this  street  goes,  and  that  is  all  they 
care  to  know.  It  is  all  they  have  any  Lusiuess  to 
know  in  this  enterprise  Whether  they  own  gravel 
hills  out  in  Dorchester  or  Quincy  or  anywhere 
else,  they  don't  care.  They  own  so  many  feet 
of  flats  ;  this  street  goes  through  this  land; 
it  will  cost  so  much  to  make  this  street,  and  for 
the  consideration  of  this  street  you  could  not 
assess  and  collect  of  them  a  single  penny — not  a 
single  penny  in  the  ordinary  way  of  taking  land 
and  laying  out  and  constructing  streets.  That  is 
the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor.  If  that  is  not  a 
sufficient  explanation  I  will  be  happy  to  stand  here 
all  night  and  answer  all  the  questions  that  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  17  would  put  to  me,  and  if 
I  cannot  do  so  I  will  do  it  just  as  candidly  and 
fully  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  do. 

Alderman  Worthington— In  regard  to  the  flats 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  asks  about,  it 
will  be  remembered  that  when  the  South  Cove 
Corporation  filled  up  their  territory  they  bought 
this  territory  between  what  is  now  Dorchester 
avenue  and  the  Neck,  and  floated  their  scows  out 
there  and  took  off  all  this  land.  It  was  then  con- 
sidered of  no  value.  They  never  imagined  that 
in  their  day  or  ours  it  would  come  into 
the  market  and  they  dug  out  that  ter- 
ritory below  tide  water.  I  think  nearly 
the  whole  territory  was  dug  over  and  floated  down 
in  scows  to  what  is  now  called  the  South  Cove 
property,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States 
Hotel.  They  made  a  very  large  amount  of  land 
with  that  mud,  and  that  "is  the  reason  it  is  under 
water  now. 

Aldermail  Clark— I  have  a  little  diagram,  which 
has  been  kindly  drawn  by  one  of  the  reporters, 
showing  the  situation  of  South  Boston.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  he  drew  it  for  a  caricature,  but  it 
represents  very  correctly  the  condition  of  South 
Boston,  the  South  End  and  "Washington  Village, 
and  shows  how  it  is  that  one  must  go  three  miles 
to  get  to  a  point  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from 
Washington  Village,  at  the  South  End. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  in  his  remarks,  said  that  no  postponement  of 
this  question  would  change  my  mind  as  regards 
my  vote,  whether  the  question  is  taken  now  or 
next  Monday.  I  think  the  gentleman  entirely 
misunderstood  my  remark.  My  remark  was 
simply  this:  that  it  was  my  duty  to  consider 
whether  or  not  I  would  vote  for  this  measure. 
Speaking  of  Dover  street,  I  remember  that  in 
the  Common  Council,  in  1870,  the  question  came 
up  whether  we  should  vote  for  a  certain  sum  of 
money  for  the  completion  of  Broadway  Bridge.   I 


then  asked  for  a  postponement  on  the  ground  that 
the  bridge  as  planned  was  not  and  never  would  be 
such  a  bridge  as  was  desired.  1  considered  it  a 
afailure,  ?ii<l  so  stated  at  the  time.  I  then  voted 
against  the  appropriation.  Now  the  question  is 
whether  this  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done 
by  the  city,  not  only  for  South  Boston 
but  for  the  city.  1  believe  we  should 
sift  these  questions  down,  where  there  is 
a  large  sum  of  money  ponding,  in  such  a  form  as 
to  warrant  evei-yman  in  castmg  his  vote  either 
for  or  against  a  question  of  this  kind.  Now  it  is 
shown  very  conclusively  to  me  that  my  position  in 
1870  in  regard  to  Broadway  Bridge  was  necessary. 
It  was  not  such  a  bridge  as  South  Boston  needed, 
and  time  has  told  you  so.  In  less  than  four  years 
what  is  tUe  condition  of  that  biidge?  They  have 
no  use  for  it.  A  large  sum  of  mouey  was  wasted 
upcn  it.    There  is  no  question  about  it. 

Alderman  ''lark — We  projjose  to  build  this 
street  for  one-half  what  that  bridge  cost.  The 
City  Government  has  changed  somewhat  since 
the  construction  of  that  bridge.  Now  I  am  in- 
formed, reliably,  I  think,  that  the  South  Cove  Cor- 
poration does  not  own  a  foot  of  land  except  what 
is  covered  at  high  tide.  I  aid  not  know  that  fact 
before,  but  for  the  information  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  17  I  am  informed  that  that  is  the  fact. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Streets  how  much  will 
be  assessed  on  the  property  of  the  senior  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12? 

Alderman  Clark — That  is  a  subject  entirely  in 
the  hansls  of  the  Street  Commissioners.  If  they 
do  not  do  their  duty  in  1875  you  will  have  the 
chance  of  casting  your  vott  for  a  new  member  of 
the  board  in  1876.  The  commissioners  will  assess 
betterments  wherever  they  know  it  is  right  and 
just  they  should  be  assessed,  and  they  will  be  col- 
lected if  it  is  in  the  po\\  er  of  the  City  Solicitor  to 
collect  thein.  The  betterments  are  left  here  pre- 
cisely as  in  other  cases.  Where  the  property  is 
improved  $3  per  foot  it  will  be  assessed  ^1.50.  and 
where  it  is  improved  $2  per  foot  it  will  be  assessed 
$1,  and  so  on. 

Alderman  Peters— I  wish  to  disclaim  any  per- 
sonal allusion  in  what  I  said.  I  supposed  they 
had  already  made  the  betterments,  and  so  asked 
the  question  as  a  matter  of  curiosity. 

Alderman  Clark — The  betterments  are  never 
made  until  the  street  is  made  and  laid  out.  This 
is  a  contribution  where  no  betterments  could  be 
assessed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
assign  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
for  half-past  four  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon 
next. 

The  motion  was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Peters  and 
Prescott— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Hall,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Worthington — 8. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government,  and  Alder- 
man Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost — yeas  3,  na^s  9. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters  and  Prescott— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Worthing- 
ton-9. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  concurrence  with  the  Street  Commission- 
ers. 

Alderman  Prescott —I  should  like  to  ask  wheth- 
er it  was  the  intention  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers to  assess  betterments  at  the  South  Boston  end 
of  this  street  when  Columbus  avenue  was  opened  ? 
When  Tremont  street  was  widened  between  Boyls- 
ton  street  and  the  lailroad  bridge  betterments 
were  assessed  all  the  way  from  Scollay  square  to 
Chester  park.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  greatly  en- 
hance the  value  of  property  on  all  these  streets  at 
South  Boston.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12  says 
it  will  enhance  the  property  on  that  side  a  million 
of  dollars.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  we  are 
to  get  back  a  reasonable  sum  as  betterments  upon 
th*^  Dorchester-street  property,  for  instance,  at 
the  other  end. 

Alderman  Clark — I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
that  the  Street  Commissioners  have  never  been 
very  backward  in  assessing  Vetteiments;  and  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9  wiU  find  that  out  when 
they  assess  the  betterments  for  the  widening  of 
Broad  street.  I  have  no  doubt  he  wUl  find  that 
the  betterments  assessed  there,  and  the  parties  on 
Washington  street  will  find  that  the  betterments 
assessedthere,  will  be  all  they  wish  to  pay  and  all 
that  could  justly  be  assessed.    It  is  the  intention 
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I  believe,  of  the  Street  Commissioners  to  assess 
betterments  upon  property  wherever  it  is  im- 
proved by  the  construction  of  Swett  street.  I 
take  the  opportunity  to  answer  so  much  for  them, 
at  all  events. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  that  the  Board  ad- 
journ. 

Alderman  Clark— I  think  this  is  rather  an  un- 
dignilied  method  of  proceeding-.  The  gentleman 
can  only  imagine  the  result  of  such  a  motion .  It 
is  desi?able  to  get  these  papers  into  the  Common 
Council.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was 
lost— yeas  2,  nays  10. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks  and  Cutter— 2. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Empry,  Hall, 
Harris,  I'eters,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins  and 
WoithiuKton— 10. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  i)rtssage 
of  the  order  in  concurrence  with  the  commission- 
ers, and  it  was  carried  by  a  vote  ot  9  to  3. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Worthing- 
cott— 9. 

Nays- Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters  and  Pres  • 
ton— 3. 

Aklerman  Clark— For  the  purpose  of  getting 
this  to  the  Common  Council  this  evening,  1  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  passed,  hoping 
it  will  not  picvail. 

Al  lerman  Brooks— I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  sorry  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Streets  seems  inclined 
to  force  a  measure  of  this  magnitude  through  this 
Board  at  this  time  even  if  it  is  towards  the  close 
of  the  year.  There  will  be  ])leuty  of  time  to  send 
this  to  the  other  branch  in  the  early  part  o*  next 
week,  when  there  will  be  one  meeting  of  that  body 
and  probably  two.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  undig- 
nified course.  If  any  legislation  is  to  be  taken  in 
concurrent  tranches',  a  measure,  even  of  small 
importance,  has  to  go  through  its  three  several 
readiners,  pass  to  be  enacted,  ard  pass  to  be  en- 
grossed, ;<nd  then  go  through  the  same  form  in 
the  other  branch.  Now,  if  this  motion  to  reconsid- 
eris  refused,  this  measure  is  gone  from  this  Board 
beyond  recall.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not 
force  the  measure  through,  for  it  may  be  that 
some  of  the  members  of  this  Board  might  be  will- 
ing to  act  upon  it  if  they  could  have  some  particu- 
lars in  regard  to  it.  I  will  say  this  much,  that  I 
have  devoted  as  much  time  to  it  as  I  have  been 
ably  to  do;  but  with  fire  committee  meetings  to 
attend  to  yesterday  and  two  today,  I  have  had  but 
very  little  time  to  look  into  it.  For  one  I  would 
like  to  look  still  further  into  it. 

Alderman  Clark— It  is  on  account  of  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  this  measure  that  1  move 
the  reconsideration.  You  can  see  in  what  position 
I  would  have  been  if  I  had  not  moved  it.  There 
woulfl  have  been  a  notice  put  in  to  keep  it  from 
the  Council.  It  is  a  question  of  importance  to  the 
citizens.  They  have  an  interest  in  it.  They  want 
it  carried  out,  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  not  de- 
laying it  until  twelve  months  from  this  time  that 
I  move  the  reconsideration,  so  that  it  may  go  to 
the  Council  for  them  to  take  such  action  upon  as 
they  see  fit.  And  if  they  act  as  their  constituents 
expect'them  to,  they  will  vote  to  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Peters — I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on 


the  table,  and  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  mo- 
tion was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters  and  Prescott — 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Worthington — 
9. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  am  really  sorry  to  see 
the  Chairman  of  our  Board  in  such  a  state 
of  excitement.  He  puts  his  hands  together 
and  says,  "This  is  the  thing."  Well,  novv 
what  is  It?  It  is  either  one  of  two  things— an 
improvement  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or  else  it  is 
an  expenditure  of  money  without  any  call  for  ii. 
Now  the  Chairman  undertakes  to  say,  "Why,  if 
this  motion  had  not  been  made,  such  a  man 
would  have  done  so  and  so."  You  have  no  right  to 
say  any  such  thing.  That  is  a  question  he  is  un- 
able to  decide  upon.  He  might  suppose  that 
somebody  would  do  such  a  thing,  perhaps,  if  he 
-should  judge  other  people  by  himself .  It  seems 
to  me  that  where  a  man  gets  so  excited  he  is  an 
interested  party. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  only  surprised  that  that 
has  not  been  spoken  of  earlier. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  is  unduly  ex- 
cited on  this  subject.  Really  it  is  aconsideration, 
I  think,  to  be  looked  upon  carefully  and  candidly 
met.  I  don't  think  any  man  should  get  exciteil 
in  this  Board.  You  should  keep  cool,  as  the  old 
saying  has  it,  and  let  your  hair  grow.  I  think  the 
gentleman's  motion  is  not  a  proper  on 3  to  be 
made  at  this  time.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  on  the 
expenditure  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  the  Chaii- 
Djan  of  this  Board  should  adopt  any  such  pro- 
ceeding. 

Alderman  rial k— I  can  leave  the  members  of 
the  Board  to  draw  their  own  conclusions.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  to  the 
programme  before  the  Board — Motion  to  recon- 
sider a  vote  that  passed  unanimously,  by  Alder- 
man Brooks,  the  vote  requesting  the  Mayor  to  ex- 
tend civilities  to  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  deny  the  charge  that  the 
vote  passed  unanimously 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  like  the  chairman 
of  the  Coumiittee  on  Streets  to  explain  why,  if 
action  is  not  taken  on  this  matter  this  alternoon, 
it  is  to  be  postponed  for  twelve  months.  We  have 
the  same  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  and  the 
entire  Committee  on  Streets  have  been  reelected. 
They  have  the  report  made  and  the  papers  signed, 
and  what  is  to  hinder  them  from  bringing  this 
mattei  before  the  early  attention  of  the  next  Cit.v 
fiovernment  without  any  delay  of  twelve  months? 
I  should  certainly  hope  it  would  be  postponed. 

The  qte^  lion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  it  was  lost — 1  yeas,  8  nays. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Peters  and 
Prescott— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emerv,  Hall, 
Harris,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Worthington— 8. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  passage 
of  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means  for  the  extension  and  widen- 
ing, and  the  order  was  passBd,  and  the  report  and 
orders  were  sent  down. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  a  reconsideration, 
which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clatk  the  Board  then 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       OOUlSrOIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

DECEMBER    33,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  ly^  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  president,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FEOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petition  of  trustees  of  Sears  estate  referred. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for 
allowance  for  furniture  of  headquarters  at  Boyls- 
ton  Hall.    Accepted. 

Resolve  and  order  to  lay  out  Commerce  street, 
and  to  extend  the  same  to  Atlantic  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $49,331,  and  order  for  the  city  to 
assume  and  pay  all  betterments  for  the  laying  out 
of  said  Commerce  street,  on  the  conditions  set 
forth  in  said  order.  Severally  read  twice,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr  Page  of 
Ward  9,  and  passed. 

Orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of  law  books 
for  the  City  Solicitor's  office,  at  an  expence  not 
exceeding  $275,  and  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
two  street  sweeping  machines,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $500  for  each  machine.  Severally  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petitions 
of  B.  F.  Campbell  and  others,  and  B.  J.  Berry  and 
others,  relative  to  the  use  of  the  waters  of  Flax 
Pond  as  a  source  of  supply  for  East  Boston. 
Laid  upop  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of 
Ward  12. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  an  order 
for  transfer  of  additional  appropriations  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  of  $12900  to  Church-street  Dis- 
trict ;  of  $27,000  to  public  buildings ;  also  to  charge 
tax  of  $48.36  to  appropriation  for  grammar-school 
site.  Ward  15.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  transfers  from  the 
Resei-ved  Fund,  as  foUows:  Widening  of  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  $77,000;  Commerce  street,  $73,000; 
widening  of  Leverett  street,  $42,000.  Order  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  action  on 
communication  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library  in 
relation  to  the  Wolcott  estate  adjoining  said  insti- 
tution.   Accepted. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  contract  for  water  pipes  to  be  de- 
livered next  spring,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$100,000.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  Ja- 
maica Pond,  and  order  requesting  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  inquire  and  report  on  what  terms 
Wards  17  and  19  can  be  supplied  from  Brookline. 
Report  accepted  and  order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  Lydia  M.  Warner  in  relation  to  the 
temporary  aid  of  the  poor.    Accepted. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee  t^^hat  the  order 
authorizing  an  expenditure  of  $200,000  for  water 
pipes  in  Wards  17  and  19  and  for  the  borrowing  of 
the  same  ought  to  pass.  Report  accepted  and 
said  order  passed — yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Order  providing  for  the  entertainment  of  Kala- 
kaua,  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  by  the  Mayor. 
Passed  to  a  second  reading.  Read  twice,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  16  (who  said  the  King  might  be  among  us 
at  any  moment,  and  it  would  be  very  awkward  to 
have  him  here  and  have  the  order  lying  on  the 
table)  and  passed— yeas  54,  nays  2;  Mr.  Dacey  of 
Ward  20  and  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  voting  nay. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  SCHEME. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock, 
viz.,  report  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  and  Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  city  (City  Doc.  No.  17). 

Mr.  Pease  moved  that  speeches  be  limited  to  ten 
■min'ites. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  thought  every  mind  had 
been  made  up,  and  moved  to  amend  by  limiting 
speeches  to  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  hoped  that  neither  the 
original  motion  nor  the  amendment  would  prevail. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  was  adopted,  and 
speeches  were  limited  to  ten  minutes— 36  for,  25 
against. 


The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  to  seize 
Sudbury  River  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — It  seems  to  me  it 
■would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  pass  the 
Sudbury  River  order,  while  we  have  a  petition 
now  pending  for  the  legislative  right  to  take 
Charles  River.  I  am  more  than  ever  strongly 
opposed  to  adopting  the  Sudbury  River  scheme, 
as  proposed  by  the  Water  Board  and  Engineer. 
The  more  it  is  investigated  the  more  objection- 
able it  appears  to  me.  Unless  the  Sudbury  is 
taken  in  through  Lake  Cochituate,  the  Charles 
River  scheme  should  most  certainly  be  our  choice, 
for  in  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  cost  of  works 
need  not  be  so  large  as  estimated  by  the  En- 
gineer, and  the  reservoir  of  4000  acres  would  in- 
sure us  pure  water.  But  the  Sudbury  will 
be  extremely  costly;  besides  its  water 
will  always  be  objectionable  to  the  people. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  story  is  not  half  told.  Why 
IS  it  that  the  amount  is  set  down  for  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  real  cost?  Is  it  done  to  hoodwink  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  as  the  only  means  of  induc- 
ing the  people  to  submit  to  such  an  extravagant 
outlay  and  waste  of  money?  The  Water  Board 
and  Engineer  must  acknowledge  that  it  wiU  cost 
over  eight  and  a  half  millions,  excluding  cost  of 
excavating  the  basins,  etc.  I  have  previously 
given  a  ijortion  of  the  items  omitted  by  them,  but 
that  is  not  all.  The  necessity  of  having  to  exca- 
vate the  whole  storage-basin  teriitory  has  been 
overlooked.  It  may  not  be  understood  by  all 
that  the  cost  of  the  scheme  as  given  us  does  not 
include  any  excavations  of  vegetable  material 
from  the  reservoirs  at  the  head  of  the  Sud- 
bury. No  estimate  has  been  rnade  upon  this 
beyond  the  cutting  away  the  trees,  bushes,  etc. 
Now  everybody  knows  that  nearly  the  whole  terri- 
tory is  a  perfect  boghole,  and  yet  the  Water  Board 
claim  that  thesR  swamps  are  good  enough  for  the 
storage  of  Boston  water.  They  must  know  that 
as  soon  as  the  water  is  turned  into  the  city  from 
these  slimy  slough  holes,  full  of  frogs  and  water 
snakes,  and  impregnated  with  vegetable  poison, 
the  people  will  cry  out,  "Give  us  pure  water,  let  it 
cost  what  it  may.  Then  the  other  part  of  the 
story  <vill  be  told,  and  three  millions  of  dollars 
more  will  be  asked  for  to  eleai  the  mud  from  the 
bed  of  the  reservoirs.  They  say  that  in  eight  or 
ten  years  this  vegetable  matter  will  be  ab- 
sorbed and  soaked  out  into  the  water.  But  who 
will  be  responsible  for  the  thousands  of  lives 
sacrificed  during  that  time  in  consequence  of 
this  enormous  blunder?  ThejWater  Board  do  not 
dare  to  hint  the  necessity  of  excavating  the  mud 
from  these  swamps;  and' yet  they  must  knowthat 
the  water  stored  there,  and  turned  directly 
through  the  conduit,  without  settling  and  purifying 
in  some  clear-bottom  lake  like  the  Cochituate, 
must  carry  disease  and  death  to  our  door.  They 
know,  too,  that  the  cry  for  "pure  water"  and  sani- 
tary reform  would  be  so  loud  that  nothing  would 
satisfy  the  people  but  to  excavate  from  that  vast 
swamp  of  1800  acres  all  the  vegetable  material, 
leaving  it  clear  and  as  acceptible  as  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir.  I  will  read  from  Document  38, 
page  25,  to  show  the  conditionof  the  water  of  Sud- 
bury River,  from  a  report  made  byMr.  Loammi 
Baldwin  in  1834: 

"The  water  of  Concord  River,  from  Sudbuiy  to 
the  Middlesex  Canal,  at  BUlerica  Mills,  has  the 
same  defect  as  to  its  discolored  state,  together 
with  the  additional  objection  of  its  possessing 
some  poisonous  quality.  I  remember  when  the 
locks,  etc.,  of  the  Middlesex  Canal  were  built, 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  the  workmen  oblige<l  to 
labor  in  the  water  complained  that  it  made  their 
hands  and  feet  sore,  and  if  a  little  scratch  oc- 
curred to  their  flesh,  oi  the  skin  was  torn  or 
bruised  away,  the  water  would  cause  it  to  fester 
into  a  serious  wound,  and  it  was  often  necessary 
to  suspend  working  in  it  that  the  sore  might  heal. 
This  chatacter  of  the  water  was  confirmed  to  me 
a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Wilson,  a  master  carpen- 
ter, who  had  been  employed  twenty  years  in  the 
direction  of  the  canal  works  there,  whose  expres- 
sion was, 'If  a  man  gets  a  little  piece  of  skin 
knocked  off  his  hand  while  working  in  it,  the 
water  wouki  fester  it  up  so  that  I  do  not  know 
but  it  would  eat  his  hand  up  in  time ;  but  work- 
ing in  the  Merrimack  River  would  wash  it  well 
again.' " 

Now  Mr.  President  if  that  is  the  character  of 
the  water  in  Sudbury  River,  as  to  eating  men's 
hands  off,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  taking  it  in- 
ternally? But,  on  the  other  hand,  should  the 
plan  of  passing  the  Sudbury  River  water  through 
Lake  Cochituate  be  adopted,  it  would  be  purified 
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without  this  excavation  of  water  basins.  With  • 
out  one  tlollar's  expense  it  could  be  turned  into 
Lake  Cochituate,  where  in  its  large  area  and 
natural  sandy  bottom  it  would  be  separated  from 
all  its  impurities.  Hitherto  this  plan  has  been 
opposed  on  account  of  having;  two  lines  of  con- 
duit over  the  Cochituate  route.  It  is,  however, 
apparent  from  recent  ie])orts  of  the  engineers 
that  their  former  conclusions  were  erroneous, 
and  that  to  build  a  second  conduit  over 
the  Cochituate  line  is  perfectly  practicable. 
On  pages  54  and  55,  document  No.  85,  the  engineer 
gives  his  plan  for  building  a  conduit  the  same 
size  of  the  Cochituate  conduit,  starting  from  Ded- 
man's  Brook,  which  is  onlv  two  miles  from  the 
lake,  running  it  along  parallel  with,  and  at  a  "safe 
distance"  from  the  old  one  to  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir, at  a  cost  of  $1,608,000.  At  th'S  rate,  accord- 
ing to  his  figures,  it  could  be  laid  the  entire  dis- 
ttnce  for  about  12,000,000.  What  more  need  we 
ask  for?  Do  this  and  you  can  tun  every  gallon 
of  water  from  the  Sudbury  into  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir.  But  if  the  Farm  Pond  scheme  is  adopt- 
ed, five  years  is  the  limited  time  to  complete 
it,  and  including  the  cast  of  excavating  the 
vegetable  material  from  the  storage  basins, 
from  which  we  cannot  escape,  the  cost  will  not 
fall  short  of  «;13,000,000.  Now  let  us  see  what  it 
will  cost  to  support  this  stupentious  outlay.  We 
need  not  take  into  account  the  cost  of  maintain 
ing  an  additional  cor])s  of  engineers  and  attend- 
ants on  accimiit  of  the  two  independent  lines,  but 
we  will  cast  the  interest  at  six  per  cent,  for  twen- 
ty years,  and  wc  have  .^15,ii00,000,  maiiing  a  total 
of  $28,600,000.  If  we  go  on  wasting  the  people's 
money  and  heaping  u)i  the  public  debt,  regardless 
of  the  piotestati'.ms  of  our  fellow  citizens,  its  ten- 
dency will  be  to  drive  people  from  the  city,  dis- 
courage manufacturing  and  industrial  interests, 
and  finally  cast  a  blot  on  the  good  name  of  Bos- 
ton. You  may  make  annexations,  and  try  to  sweep 
In  the  people.  You  may  extend  the  borders  of 
the'  city  to  the  sand  hills  of  Cape  Cod,  if  you 
please,  but  the  burden  of  taxation  will  drive  them 
still  farther  back.  They  never  will  submit,  but 
will  leave  Boston  to  take'care  of  herself.  Let  us 
make  judicious  expenditures  of  money  wherever 
it  will  render  an  equivalent  return  to  the  city, 
but  never  consent  to  create  a  debt  of  thirteen 
millions  of  dollars  for  a  supply  of  water  when  we 
may  obtain  the  same  for  less  than  one  half  that  sum. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  most  important 
question  that  has  ever  been  before  the  <^ity  Gov- 
ernment. It  involves  a  large  expenditure  of 
money,  and  it  seals  the  fate  of  the  city,  so  far  as 
water  is  concerned,  for  a  century  to  come.  Let 
us  make  no  mistake.  Let  us  be  sure  that  we  are 
right,  for  if  we  fail  in  our  iudgmcnt  or  duty  the 
people  will  never  forgive  us.  I  hope  this  order 
will  not  pass  tonight.  I  think  we  ought,  out  of 
respect  for  this  medical  report  to  give  the  Charles 
River  question  a  more  thorough  investigation. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13 — The  gentldman  from 
Ward  12  has  spoken  of  the  poisonous  character  of 
the  water,  and  if  he  will  turn  to  page  45  cf  the 
medical  report  he  will  see  there  every  quotation 
he  made  from  Document  38.  In  speaking  of  the 
water  of  Concord  and  Sudbury  rivers,  quoted  by 
the  gentleman,  the  report  says — 

"The  portion  of  the  river  referred  to  in  these 
reports  is  below  the  point  from  which  water  is  to 
be  taken  in  the  proposed  scheme,  and  is  doubtless 
liable  to  receive,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  a 
considerable  amount  of  decaying  vegetable  mat- 
ter from  the  extensive  meadows  between  Way- 
land  and  Billerica,  though  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  water  thus  coivtaminated  could  produce  the  in- 
jurious effects  above  alluded  to.  Against  the  char- 
acter of  the  waterin  that  portion  of  the  river  which 
constitutes  the  proposed  source  of  supply  similar 
charges  have,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  never  been 
made,  and  our  inquiries  on  this  subject  have  failed 
to  elicit  any  evidence  that  the  water  of  this  pait  of 
the  stream  can  produce  anv  injurious  effect  upon 
it." 

The  commission  then  says,  'It  will  be  seen  tbat, 
though  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  was 
37.4  per  cent,  greater  in  1872  than  in  1871,  yet  the 
percentage  increase  of  those  diseases  which  may 
be  produced  by  impure  drinking  water  was  less 
than  ;  hat  of  diseases  supposed  not  to  be  so  jiro- 
duced.  In  other  words,  though  the  death  rate  in 
the  city  was  remarkably  high  in  1872,  this  great 
mortality  cannot  justly  be  attributed  to  any  un- 
usual impurity  of  the  drinking  water." 

Mr.  President — A  more  extended  examination 
of  the  whole  subject  of  an  additional  supply  of 
water  has    been  made   this  year  than  by  any  pre- 


vious City  Council.  Suiveys  of  all  the  sources  of 
admitted"  availability  have  been  made  by  engi- 
neers whose  ability  and  honesty  have  not  been 
que.-tioned,  and  the  results  are  'before  us  in  vol- 
uminous and  exhaustive  reports.  The  discussion 
of  the  subject  has  been  continued  since  its  intro- 
duction earlv  in  the  year.  We  have  listened  to 
elaboiate  arguments  for  ind  against  all  the 
schemes  presented.  Ample  time  has  thus  been 
given  for  each  member  to  make  up  his  mind, 
and  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  pre- 
sent Grovernment  to  reach  some  settle- 
ment of  this  vexed  question,  instead  of 
shirking  a  responsibility  which  rightly  belongs  to 
us,  and  turning  it  over  to  our  successors. 
To  lefer  this  question  to  the  next  City  Council 
Wv^uld  be  a  confession  of  weakness  and  lack  of 
courage  which  1  hope  never  to  see  made  by  so 
able  and  intelligent  a  body  of  men  as  compose 
the  Common  Council  of  1874.  In  my  opinion  the 
solution  of  the  question  is  very  simple.  Pass  the 
order  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
seize  the  wat;  r  of  Sudbury  River  and  the  lands 
necessary  to  convey  it  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 
My  reasons  for  this  opinion,  briefly  stated,  are 
these:  First,  it  will  give  us  an  immediate  addi- 
tion to  the  curtailed  sup  ily  from  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate, without  the  appro;ji  jation  of  a  single  dollar; 
and  will  oDviate  all  net esuty  for  an  expenditure 
for  a  temporary  supply  from  elsewhere,  which 
could  not  be  obtained  at  a  le.  s  cost  than  tw  o  or 
three  hundred  thou-  and  dollars ,and  perhans  more. 
The  connection  made  in  1872  can  be  utilized  now 
as  well  as  th(  n,  and  all  ..hat  is  necessary  is  to 
raise  the  stop-plank  and  let  the  water  flow  into 
the  lake.  The  rivei  is  low,  it  is  true,  but  it  has  a 
daily  flow  of  seven  or  eight  millions  of  gallons 
which  can  be  made  available  at  cnce,  and  it  will 
tide  us  over  the  necessity  for  more  water  and  very 
soon  stop  the  expenditure  for  pumping  at  the 
lake.  My  second  reason  is,  that  the  Sudbury 
scheme  has  been  substantialJy  adopted  by  the 
city,  already,  and  it  has  the  indorsement  of  all, 
or  nearly  all,  who  are  now  con  lected  with  the 
Water  Department  or  have  been  officially  as- 
sociated with  that  department  as  members 
of  the  present  and  past  city  governments. 
Leaving  entirely  out  of  the  question  the 
opinions  which  some  gentlemen  entertain  of  a 
needed  change  in  the  character  and  functions 
of  the  present  Water  Board— and  which  have, 
without  doubt,  caused  some  to  hesitate  in  giving 
their  indorsement  to  the  Sudbury  scheme— there 
is  still  a  large  preponderance  of  sentiment  among 
the  acknowledged  worthy  and  competent  officials 
of  the  city  in  its  favor.  Since  the  appropriation 
of  $500,000  for  carrying  out  the  work  was  made,- 
sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  perfect  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  scheme.  While  this  Council  has 
been  studying  other  possible  sources  of  sup- 
ply, the  gentlemen  employed  by  the  Water 
Board  have  improved  their  opportunities.  The 
whole  problem  is  worked  out  as  completely 
as  it  possibly  could  be.  Every  foot  of  land 
between  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  Und  Farm 
Pond,  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  conduit,  has 
bem  surveyed  and  sounded  ;  its  character  is  thor- 
oughly understood;  every  obstacle  in  the  way  has 
been  found,  and  the  best  means  of  •=urmouiiting 
it  decided  u]>on  ;  every  brook  to  be  crossed  ;  each 
layer  of  rock  to  be  blasted ;  every  culvert  and 
arch  to  be  built— in  fact  every  conceivable  detail 
has  been  studied  out,  and  the  plans  adopted,  af- 
ter consultation  among  the  best  engineers  the  city 
has  been  able  to  secure.  The  work  on  the  conduit  has 
been  laid  out  in  sections;  and  one  can  see  draw- 
ings of  the  particular  kind  of  stone  or  brick  or 
other  woi'k  required  on  any  part  of  either  section. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  proposed  dams  and  stor- 
age reservoirs  on  the  Sudbury  and  its  main  tribu- 
tary. Stony  Brook,  from  which  a  daily  supplv  of 
forty  million  gallons  can  be  obtained  in  a  dry  time. 
The  most  minute  details  hnve  all  been  perfected  ; 
drawings  have  been  made  of  the  character  and 
size  of  the  stone  required  for  the  several  dams; 
the  work  ot  preparing  the  several  reservoirs, 
such  as  removing  vegetable  matter  and 
muck,  has  all  been  accurately  computed,"  and 
even  the  flow  lines  of  the  reservoirs  when 
full  hive  all  been  staked  out.  Any  ohe 
who  has  gone  over  the  ground  to  "obtain 
information  cannot  but  have  been  struck 
with  the  extent  to  which  these  preliminaiies  have 
been  carried.  Every  conceivable  part  of  the  great 
work  has  been  reduced  to  a  certainty,  and  the  ap- 
proximate co-t  of  each  section  has  been  comput- 
ed, with  as  much  nearoess  to  absolute  accuracy 
as  is  possible,  before  the  dual  contiacts  are  made. 
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There  is  then,  virtually,  nothing  to  be  estimated 
for.  Pass  this  order,  and  the  whole  work, 
or  as  much  of  it  as  is  most  press- 
ing, can  be  put  under  contract  at  once. 
And  let  me  say,  just  liere,  that  there  is  one  esti- 
mate which  the  engineers  have  not  made,  and 
that  is  for  cleaning  out  the  Sudbury  meadows, 
which  have  been  held  up  as  a  bugbear  to  preju- 
dice people  against  the  purity  of  Sudbury  water. 
As  the  Sudbury  meadows  are  about  ten  miles  be- 
low the  point  wheie  the  water  will  be  taken, 
the  engineers  concluded  to  await  expli- 
cit instructions  before  grappling  with  that 
problem..  The  swamps  of  Sudbury  River, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  this  scheme,  are  a  fiction, 
invented  to  create  prejudice.  There  is  only  one 
place  in  the  territory  included  in  the  scheme 
which  can  be  called  a  swamp,  and  the  estimate  in- 
cludes tLe  expense  of  removing  all  the  brushwood 
and  impure  matter  from  that,  in  order  to  form  the 
largest  reservoir  of  the  series.  My  third  reason 
for  favoring  the  Sudbury  scheme  is  that  it  appears 
to  meet  the  demands  for  a  large  supply  of  water 
for  a  long  time ;  and  by  £»doptiiig  it  we  secure  the 
key  to  a  number  of  other  sources  which  can  easily 
be  made  to  supplement  the  Sudbury  when  the  fu- 
ture growth  of  the  city  shall  require  still  another 
supply. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  intend  to  give  my 
vote  for  the  Sudbury  River  project,  and  I  desire 
to  give  a  few  reasons  which  occur  to  me  at  the 
present  time  why  I  do  so.  In  the  tirst  place, 
the  fact  that  the'  Water  Board  and  Committee 
and  most  of  the  engineers  agree  that  it  ii  the 
best  project,  has  great  influence  with  me. 
They  are  men  who  should  know  their  business, 
if  they  do  not,  and  I  feel  like  ilefening  very 
much  "of  their  opinions.  Of  course  I  have  an 
opinion  upon  matters  with  which  I  am  entirely 
conversant,  and  in  such  cat-es  I  would  not  give 
way  to  their  views ;  but  in  matters  of  water  supply 
I  propose  to  rest  ujion  the  views  of  those  who 
know  more  about  it  than  I  do.  I  propose  to  give 
some  comparisons  between  the  Charles  and  Sud- 
bury, as  I  believe  all  the  discussions  have 
come  down  to  a  choice  between  these  two  sources. 
First  we  have  a  very  much  more  favorable  act  for 
the  Sudbury  than  we  could  ever  get  for  the  Charles. 
Thfu  in  regard  to  storage  facilities,  it  is  shown 
by  tbis  medical  report  that  the  Sudbuiy  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  scheme;  and  to  show  the 
necessity  of  such  facilities,  for  the  information  of 
members  of  the  Council,  I  will  read  from  page  90 
of  that  repoit : 

"As  the  sanitary  question  is  paramount  to  all 
other  considerations,  no  scheme  involving  imper- 
fect storage  facilities  or  insufficient  legislative 
protection  of  waters  should  be  adopted  from  mo- 
tives of  economy." 
Then,  turning  to  page  89,  they  say — 
"That  the  natural,  uncontaminated  waters  of 
all  of  the  rivers  under  consideration  may,  by 
proper  storage,  be  made  sufficiently  pure  for  do- 
mestic use." 

If  water  is  sufficiently  pure  for  domestic  use, 
we  cannot  do  any  better,  though  of  course  we 
should  get  the  best  we  can. 

"But  ill  order  to  render  them  uncontaminated, 
and  to  insure  their  future  purity,  all  existing 
sources  of  pollution  must  be  removed." 

I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  say  the  storage  facilities  of  the  Sudbury 
were  insufficient,  when  the  medical  report  says 
they  are  unsurpassed  by  any  other  scheme,  there 
being  seven  large  reservoirs,  while  on  the  Charles 
we  must  be  content  with  one  of  great  extent,  of 
which  fourteen  feet  is  the  greatest  depth,  and  in 
any  contingency  of  having  to  draw  it  down  one- 
eighth  part  will  be  left  exposed  to  the  action  of 
the  atmosphere,  and  the  ooziugs  from  the  soil 
would  cause  it  to  be  coutammated.  The  Sudbury 
basins  are  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  drawn 
down  one  at  a  time,  and  the  danger  of  having 
all  of  them  contaminated  at  once  is  obviated. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  mill  dam- 
ages, which  I  propose  to  compare.  In  this 
document  I  see  there  are  thirty  mills  on 
the  Sudbury  against  sixty-six  on  the  Charles, 
while  those  on  the  Charles  are  more  valuable. 
The  question  of  mill  damages  i-aii  be  settled  in 
this  way :  I  have  no  doubt  the  city  of  Boston  can 
buy  every  mill  on  the  Sudbury  River  for  §300,000, 
land  and  al'.  Then  this  report  refers  to  the  ques- 
tion of  future  contamination  of  the  waters.  The 
Sudbury  basin  is  far  from  a  lailroad,  and  is  not 
likely  to  become  thickly  settleu,  and  it  is  likely 
that  after  the  city  takes  the  water  the  river  will 
be  avoided  by  mill  owners.    Then  there  is  another 


question,  which,  however,  does  not  bear  upon  the 
merits  of  the  question.  I  think  this  City  Council 
should  settle  this  question.  I  desire  to  go  upon 
the  record.  I  have  listened  to  all  the  discussions 
attentively,  and  have  been  perfectly  willing  to 
hear  everything  discussed  in  a  fair  spirit,  and  I 
have  not  seen  anything  to  change  my  mind.  We 
have  obtained  a  great  deal  of  information,  but  it 
has  finally  come  clearly  down  to  where  we  started 
from  originally,— either  the  Sudbury  or  Charles, — 
and  so  far  as  I  can  see  there  is  no  reason  to  change 
my  mind  about  the  Sudbury.  It  is  not  a  pet 
scheme  of  mine.  If  I  was  satisfied  that 
Charles  River  is  the  best  I  would  vote  for  it.  I  do 
not  believe  any  scheme  is  urged  here  as  a  pet  pro- 
ject aside  from  the  interest  of  the  city.  I  hope 
the  Council  will,  at  the  proper  time,  come  to  a 
vote  and  settle  this  question. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  would  like  to  answer 
one  remark  of  the  eentleman  from  Ward  16.  He 
says  the  storage  reservoirs  on  the  Sudbury  are  su- 
perior to  the  Charles.  Now.  the  proportion  of 
shallow  water  in  the  Sudbury  is  neany 
three  times  that  in  the  Charles,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  area  of  the  'eservoirs.  In 
regard  to  mill  damages,  he  says  you  can  buy 
every  mill  on  the  river  for  $300,000.  You  cannot 
buy  the  first  mill  on  that  stream  for  that.  The 
damage  you  cause  is  by  taking  uower  away  from 
them,  and  it  will  be  worth  more  than  the  land  and 
mill.  So  far  as  storage  is  concerned,  it  is  calcu- 
lated that  vegetation  will  not  grow  in  water  deep- 
er than  five  feet,  and  1  believe  it  is  arranged  and 
figured  out  that  there  are  350  acres,  I  think,  on  the 
Charles  which  are  five  feet  deep.  But  somehow 
the V  have  never  surveyed  the  Sudbui-y  basins,  or 
at  any  rate  they  never'have  dared  to  bring  them 
forward;  for  in  Whitehall  Pond  alone,  1  have  no 
doubt,  there  is  more  shallow  water  than  there  is 
in  the  Charles  River  basin. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  desire  to  make  an 
attempt  to  state,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  some  of  the 
reasons  which  have  led  me  to  be  prepared  to  rote 
for  Sudbury  River  tonight.  It  seems  to  me,  'u  the 
first  place,  that  it  is  very  important  that  the  city 
of  Boston  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  possess  an 
abundant  supply  of  water.  The  fact  that  a  water 
famine  is  imminent  is  apparent  to  everybody; 
something  needs  to  be  done  about  that  very  soon. 
The  necessity  for  an  abundant  supply  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  city,  and  to  meet  the  demands  of  man- 
ufacturers, must,  it  seems  to  me,  be  apparent 
to  all.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
be  able  to  supply  water  to  eveiybody  who 
wants  it  for  all  sorts  of  manufacturing  and  legiti- 
mate purposes.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that,  in 
the  first  place,  the  old  saying,  "a  bird 
in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush," 
IS  applicable  to  the  present  case.  We 
have  the  Sudbury  substantially  within  our  reach. 
We  can  secure  it  at  the  present  moment.  There 
is  another  scheme  which  some  of  us  think  is  bet- 
ter, but  perhaps  we  cannot  get  it;  and  while  we 
are  spending  our  time  trying  to  get  it,  the  first 
one  may  be  taken  away.  If  we  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature it  would  not  grant  us  an  act  for  the  Charles 
without  repealing  the  act  for  taking  the  Sudbui-y, 
and  if  they  should  grant  us  the  Charles  it  may  be 
under  very  onerous  conditions,  and  six  months 
from  now"  we  may  find  the  Sudbury  gone  and 
have  the  right  to  take  the  Charles  under  very  oner- 
ous conditions,  and  even  then  we  might  have  to  go 
for  the  Sudbury  again  with  so  much  time  lost.  The 
aqueduct  from  Lake  Cochituate  cannot  hold  out 
many  years  longer.  Every  day  we  delay  we 
increas"e  the  danger  of  that  aqueduct  giving  out 
before  we  get  another  supply.  For  those  reasons, 
it  seems  to  me  very  imnortant  fhat  we  should  take 
the  supply  we  can' get,  and  not  wait  to  secure  that 
which  some  of  us  think  better.  The  question 
whetiier  we  should  take  the  Charles  or  Sudbury  is 
very  complicated,  and  has  embarrassed  my  mind 
a  great  deal ;  but,  as  the  gentleman  from  AVard  16 
said,  most  all  the  officials  who  have  maile  this 
ubject  a  study  have  said  hat  the  Sudbury  is 
the  better  scheme.  I  may  mention  that  the 
ast  presidents  of  the  Water  Board,  without  an 
exception,  1  believe,  approve  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  and  urge  its  adoption,  including  such 
men  as  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  Otis  Norcross,  John 
H.  ThorndiKe,  and  others.  It  seems  to  me  their 
opinion  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  us.  But 
so  far  as  I  can  judge  of  the  two  schemes,  in  my 
own  mind -and  I  admit  that  my  opinion  is  not 
very  valuable— I  au.  .jiclined  to  the  belief  that  if 
both  the  schemes  Wc^e  before  us  on  an  equal  basis 
I  should  prefer  the  Sudbury.  It  has  been  objected 
to  as  expensive ;  but  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that 
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the  Charles  is  the  more  expensive  sciieme.  To  com- 
pare tlieni  ill  a  general  way,  you  have  an  aqueduct  a 
few  miles  shorter,  on  the  Charles,  and  you  gain 
something-  there ;  but  instead  of  the  few  miles 
of  aqueuuct  you  have  to  substitute  pumping 
and  continue  that  expense  forever,  and  it 
seems  to  me  thaf  the  expense  of  pumping 
must  offset  tlie  few  miles  of  aqueduct. 
Then  the  question  of  mill  damages  is  very 
complicated,  and  very  few  have  attempted 
to  express  a  definite  opinion  on  the  subject; 
but  I  believe  the  mill  damages  on  t'le  Charles  will 
be  greater  than  on  the  Sudbury,  unless  some  such 
scheme  is  adopted  as  that  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  [Mr.  PeaboUy],  that  we  pay  for 
such  wate  ■  as  we  take.  But  I  believe  that  mill  dam- 
ages cannot  be  settled  for  in  that  way,  and  I  have 
consulted  with  people  who  ought  to  know  abour,  it, 
and  thfcy  agree  with  me  that  it  is  impracticable. 
We  mnsi'  do  as  we  do  with  the  Sudbury— take  all 
the  water  and  pay  for  it  all ;  and  if  we  do  that  the 
mill  damages  on  the  Charles  will  be  the  greater. 
Then  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the  pollution  of 
the  water ;  ihe  point  .-eems  to  be  that  theptivsicians 
say  that  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  better  for 
the  Sudbury.  It  is  a  very  problematical  matter 
to  determine  what  is  going  to  be  done  in  the  fu- 
ture. The  Sudbury  is  better  off  toJay,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  i's  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
it  will  continue  to  be  so.  At  any  rate,  the  Charles 
has  within  its  drainage  area  a  much  larger 
number  of  people  and  of  factories  pouring  out 
filth  which  must  be  taken  care  of.  Now  if 
we  are  going  to  take  care  of  a  drainage 
area  of  twice  the  ^ize  of  that  of  the  Sud- 
bury, and  spend  money  in  taking  care  of  the 
refuse  from  the  factories  of  the  larger  drainage 
area,  then  we  have  plainly  got  to  incur  a  greater 
expense  on  the  Charles,— and  I  beli°ve  all  admit 
that  is  an  important  item  of  the  expense.  We  have 
in  the  Charles  twice  as  many  factories,  a  much 
larger  drainage  area,  more  sewage  and  filth,  and 
there  will  necessarily  be  a  much  larger  expense 
in  that  respect.  And,  moreover,  the  medical  com- 
mission, in  their  report,  "ay  that  they  are  una- 
able  to  suggest  any  way  in  which "  the  sew- 
age can  be  diverted  from  the  ("harles;sothat  it  will 
be  less  desirable  on  thaf  account  than  the  Sud- 
bury, from  which  the  sewage  can  be  diverted. 
These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  I  am  prepared 
tonight,  without  further  delay,  to  vote  to  take  the 
water  of  the  Sudbury  River,  and  have  the  question 
settled  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Bearce  of  Ward  11 — Last  summer,  when  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme  was  being  pressed  to  a 
vote,  the  order  for  a  commission  of  physicians 
was  offered ;  and  at  that  time  I  took  occasion  to 
make  a  tew  remarks  on  the  sanitary  side  of  the 
subject,  which  I  thought,  with  others,  had  not  re- 
ceived the  attention  it  deserved.  That  report  is 
now  before  us,  and  in  my  judgment  it  is  the  most 
mteresring  and  important  document  we  have  had 
upon  tiie  subject  of  water.  It  is  well  settled  that 
a  community  that  is  intelligent  and  cleanly  is 
more  healthy  than  one  with  the  onposite  condi- 
tions. I  think  Boston  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  city  in  this  country  in  these  respects; 
but  the  health  reports  of  the  city  are 
sucii  as  to  be  the  subjects  of  remark  in 
Europe,  for  according  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  [Mr.  Boardman],  an  English  authority, 
who  in  discussing  the  relative  healthiness  of  hard 
and  soft  water,  said,  "In  towns  where  soft  water 
was  used  diarrhoea  prevailed  as  a  chronic  com- 
plaint, and  in  other  countries  also  this  is  the  case. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Netherlands,  or  the 
city  of  Boston,  United  States  :  the  latter  de- 
rives its  water  supply  from  Lake  Cochituate, 
and  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  in  a  most 
unsatisfactory  condition  at  the  present  mo- 
ment." And  the  City  Registrar  in  his  report 
of  1872  speaks  of  the  death  ra  te  as  appalling. 
Now  this  extraordinary  death  rate  must  proceed 
from  some  special  cause.  The  English  authority 
quoted  evidently  considered  impure  water  as  the 
cause.  Fiom  some  facts  drawn  from  the  phy- 
sicians' report,  I  fear  that  impure  water  is  the 
principal  cause.  The  report  of  the  physicians  is  a 
step  and  only  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  In  my 
judgment  the  ^ame  commission,  or  another, 
should  be  appointea  to  investigate  the  bearing  of 
water,  sewerage,  or  any  other  thing  that  can  pos- 
sibly affect  the  public  health,  so  that  the 
Government  may  know,  so  far  as  human  in- 
telligence can  know,  to  what  extent  water  or 
the  method  of  •  onveying  it  affects  the  health  of 
the  community,  before  deciding  upon  a  permanent 
supply.    I  speak  of  the  manner  of  conveying  it 


because  I  can  conceive  tl  at  water  that  is  pure  at 
its  source  may  be  rendered  unfit  for  use  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  brought  to  the  city.  I  re- 
fer to  the  proposed  manner  of  constructing  stor- 
age ba-ins,  pipes  containing  dead  fish,  etc.  The 
report  of  the  medical  commission  [page  17],  men- 
tions an  in.'  tance  of  a  violent  type  of  scarlet  fe  /er 
associated  with  drinking  water  from  a  tank  in 
which  herring  in  a  state  of  decomposition  were 
found.  It  is  well  known  that  fish  get 
into  the  water  pipes  and  die  theie.  In  my  own 
house  I  have  found  fragments  of  fish  in  the  wash- 
bowls, that  came  through  the  pipes ;  and  I  have 
heard  of  instances  of  the  water  being  stopped  by 
fish.  Now  what  effect  do  these  dead  fish  have  on 
health  ?  Can  any  means  be  devised  to  prevent  their 
entering  the  water  pipes?  It  seems  to  me  that 
these  are  questions  worthy  of  consideration. 
And  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  opinion 
of  a.  competent  commission  upon  the  propriety  of 
taking  water  from  a  source  so  small  that  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  greater  part  must  be  usea ;  or 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  sanitary  rea- 
sons to  take  water  from  a  source  so  large  that  in 
no  case  more  than  a  small  part  would  be  required. 
Tor  it  1?  evident  that  the  larger  the  source  the  less 
the  danger  of  poUutidii;  for  what  would  be  fatal 
in  asmall  quantity  of  water  would  be  comparatively 
harmless  in  a  larger;  as  for  instance  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  sugar  is  easily  perceived  in  a  glass  of  wa^er, 
but  is  lost  in  a  gallon.  And  also  to  determine  the 
effect  on  health  of  water  taken  from  storage 
basins  made  by  overfiowing  low  and  marshy 
places  without  lemoviug  the  decayed  vegetation. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  '[Mr.  Peabody] 
told  us  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 
that  he  had  the  opinion  of  excellent  engi- 
neers, that  the  time  will  soon  co  le  when 
we  can  no  longer  drink  the  Mystic  supply; 
referring,  I  suppose, to  the  danger  from  sewage. 
And  the  question  arises  in  my  mind  whether  t&e 
same  objection  might  not  apply  to  the  Sudbury 
and  Charles  rivers;  certainly  the  physicians' re- 
port does  indicate  danger  from  sewage  in  both 
oi  these  regions.  At  the  present  the  hands  of  the 
water  authorities  are  tied;  contingencies  are  lia- 
ble to  arise  at  any  moment  that  will  demand 
prompt  action.  I  believe  the  Water  Board  and 
Water  Committee  are  composed  of  intelligent 
and  conscientious  men,  all  of  whom  have  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  at  heart.  And  for  my- 
self I  prefer  to  put  the  responsibility  on  them 
rather  tban  to  have  the  matter  go  over  to  a  new 
Government,  to  the  larger  part  of  which  the  sub- 
ject will  be  new.  If  the  result  of  our  vote  should 
be  in  the  affirmative,  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
water  authorities  will  be  obliged  to  take  the  Sud- 
bury immediately.  But  if  it  can  be  shown  to 
them  that  Charles  River  has  superior  advantages, 
they  will  be  at  liberty  to  a.sk  for  authority  to  take 
it.  And  if  on  further  investigation,  for  sanitary 
reasons,  tney  should  conclude  to  drop  both  the  Sud- 
bury and  the  Charles,  and  take  water  fr^m  a  source 
much  larger,  which  may  prove  the  best  thing  to 
do,  they  will  he  at  liberty  to  ask  for  the  autbority 
to  do  this  also.  I  prefer  to  put  the  responsibility 
of  all  these  questions  on  them,  believing  that 
when  they  have  the  authority  they  will  r.ot  act 
hastily  in  the  matter.  But  whichever  way  the 
question  may  be  decided  tonight,  I  hope  we 
shall  have  a  commisf-ion  to  investigate  thor- 
ouglily  the  causes  of  the  unsatisfactory  state 
of  health  in  the  city;  so  that  in  the  improve- 
ments of  the  future  the  question  of  health  may 
have  the  consideratien  its  great  importance  de- 
serves. And,  without  soQie  obstacle  arises  that  I 
do  not  perceive  at  present,  before  the  close  of  the 
year  I  shall  offer  an  order  for  such  a  commission, 
and  hope  it  will  meet  with  favorable  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  rise  to  speak 
upon  the  question,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
last  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  this  isaproposi- 
tion  to  take  the  water.  If  this  order  passes  they 
will  take  the  water;  it  will  not  be  referred  to  the 
Water  Board. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Dean,  the  President  read 
the  order. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  must  be  admitted 
that  we  seem  to  be  approaching  a  water  famine, 
which  may  make  it  necessary  to  take  the  Sudburv, 
regardless  of  the  general  merits  of  the  scheme. 
But  we  are  not  quite  there  yet.  The  water  in  the 
lake  stands  now  about  a  foot  higher  than  it  stood 
in  February,  1871 ;  so  that  whatever  we  may  be 
obliged  to  do  a  fortnight  hence,  we  can  consider 
the  scheme  tonight,  on  its  merits,  as  regards  quan- 
•tity,  quality  and  cost.    The  drainage  area  of  the 
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Sudbury  is  seventy-eight  square  mUes;  that  of 
the  Charles  at  Natick  is  155  and  at  Newton 
210  square  miles ;  so  that  the  superiority 
of  the  Charles  in  quantity  is  enormous. 
As  to  quality,  the  medical  commission,  in  the 
very  able  report  just  brought  in,  shows  that  each 
river  has  its  advantages  and  its  disadvantages, 
but  after  carefully  weighing  all  the  pros  and  cons 
they  give  a  slight  preference  to  the  Charles,  pro- 
vided the  necessary  legislation  cau  be  secured. 
The  river  we  take  must  be  protected  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  it  seems  to  me  wiser  to  put  the  ex- 
pense on  the  river  that  runs  through  our  suburbs, 
and  close  to  ou'- city,  than  on  a  river  which  runs 
elsewhere,  leaving  our  own  river  to  grow  filthy. 
In  speaking  of  the  cost  of  mUl  damages,  let  me 
assuriie  that  we  get  a  right  to  take  40,000,000  gal- 
lons a  day  from  the  Charles,  with  the  condition 
that  the  daily  flow  of  the  river  shall  never  be  less 
than  30,000,0(10  gallons,  or  so  many  gallons  that  all 
the  machinery  now  in  the  river  can  be  made  to 
run  as  many  days  in  the  year  as  before. 

I  don't  expect  that  this  will  avoid 
mill  damages,  but  it  seems  to  me  safer 
to  go  to  a  jury,  where  we  can  show  that  we 
have  dor.e  no  real  injury,  than  where  we  must  ad- 
mit That  we  have  done  injury.  Then  the  40,000,000 
on  the  Sudbury  falls  145  feet,  whUe  that  on  the 
Charles  falls  from  Natick  107,  making  only  about 
three-quarters  as  much  mill  power.  The  Sudbui-y 
water  is  used  by  104  waeels,  some  of  whicn  are 
connected  with  enormous  factories,  while  the 
Charles  is  used  by  73  wheels.  All  these  considera- 
tions lead  me  to  believe  that  the  mill  damages  on 
the  Charles  will  probably  be  about  half  as  much 
as  on  the  Sudbury.  As  to  cost  of  construction, 
the  estimates  for  'each  river  are  about  five  million 
dollars.  But  that  for  the  Charles  provides  at 
once  for  a  supply  of  fifty  million  gallons. 

I  see  no  need  of  paying  for  any  such  sup- 
ply at  this  time.  Five  to  ten  million  gallons 
cover  all  our  needs  for  ten  years  or  so,  and 
I  am  confident  that  supply  can  be  provided  at  a 
cost  much  below  the  estimates  submitted  to  us. 
Against  this  we  must  set  the  cost  of  pumping, 
which  would  probably  be  $15,000  to  $20,000  a  'year 
for  the  next  ten  years,  a  mere  trifle  in  an  enter- 
prise of  this  magnitude.  It  might  be  worth  con- 
sidering whether  the  surplus  water  which  we  send 
past  our  dam  and  down  the  river  could  do  our 
pumping.  I  admit  that  there  is  doubt  about  get- 
ting satisfactory  legislation,  but  it  seemrs  to  me 
our  duty  to  try,  and  I  believe  in  the  old  motto, 
"where  there 's  a  will  there 's  a  way."  And  the 
people  understand  these  matters  better  than  they 
d4d  two  years  ago,  I  regret  to  differ  with  many 
esteemed  friends  in  the  City  (Government,  but 
these  convictions  force  me  to  vote  against  the 
order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— My  colleague  [Mr.  Pea- 
body]  and  myself  take  opposite  views  upon  this 
question  and  there  is  no  subject  before  the  Com- 
mon Council  that  I  approach  with  more  sober 
earnestness  than  the  one  we  are  considering  to- 
night. My  colleague  has  a  theory,  which  I  am 
justified  in  saying  isTiis  own,  that  we  cau  get  the 
legislative  right  to  take  such  a  quantity  of  water 
frofti  Charles  River  as  we  need  for  immediate  use, 
paying  only  for  that  quantity,  then  taking  a  larger 
supply  in  the  future  when  needed,  and  paying  for 
that  larger  quantity  at  that  time.  I  do  not  think 
that  he  lias  demonstrated  that  this  is  practicable, 
although  it  looks  to  him  as  reasonable.  I  under- 
stand from  those  who  have  had  large  experi- 
ence in  such  matters  that  that  is  not  feasi- 
ble, and  that  is  all  I  have  to  say  in  reference 
to  his  theoi-y.  In  reference  to  the  whole  question 
we  have  these  considerations,  each  of  which  is 
of  great  importance.  They  are  quantity,  quality 
and  cost.  For  the  past  two  years  this  question 
has  been  under  consideration,  and  we  have  had  in 
answer  to  our  inquiries  exhaustive  reports  from 
capable' authorities  appointed  to  give  us  their 
opinions.  Lastly,  we  have  the  report  of  the  medi- 
cal commission,  which  is  the  most  satisfactory  of 
all,  and  the  most  exhaustive  and  clearest  in  refer- 
ence to  the  points  under  consideration.  Now,  sir,  in 
reference  to  the  cost.  Our  estimates  given  by  theCity 
Engineer  are  that  the  Sudbury  scheme  would  cost 
$5,500,000.  At  first  we  had  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  Charles  River  taken  from  Newton  Upper 
Falls  at  $3,000,000 ;  but  it  has  since  been  demon- 
strated to  be  impracticable,  and  now  they  propose 
to  go  to  South  Natick  at  $4,900,000,  with  the  addi- 
tional outlay  of  pumping,  adding  another  million 
to  the  actual  cost.  That,  however,  should  not 
settle  the  question  that  the  Charles  River  is  not 
the   better   one  of    the   two,   because  we    have* 


two  other  considerations,  quality  and  quan- 
tity, of  equal  importance.  There  is  every 
reason  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  look 
to  the  future  with  reference  to  quantity 
We  are  not  expecting  to  build  works  to  bring 
an  unlimited  quantity  of  water  to  Boston.  We 
would  not  be  required  to  bring  a  daily  supjily  of 
two  hunared  million  gallons,  even  if  we  had  such 
a  supply.  There  is  a  limii,  to  which  we  should  go. 
I  think  the  population  now  receiving  a  supply  from 
the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  is  not  far  from  three 
hundred  thousand  people.  We  hava  already 
passed  votes  to  do  that  for  the  Mystic,  which  will 
give  us  a  supply  of  thirty- three  million  gallons  daily 
from  those  two  hources.  If  we  go  to  the  Sudbury 
we  shall  get  forty  millions,  whicli  makes  seventy- 
three  millions  from  those  three  sources  that 
the  city  of  Boston  would  receive  in  a  dry 
season,  and  a  much  greater  quantity  in  or- 
dinary seasons,  but  we  take  the  min- 
imum' supply.  That  would  supply  a  population  of 
1,200,000  people  with  sixty  gallons  per  day  ei.ch, 
and  there  is  no  probability  of  these  sources  being 
required  to  accommc'ate  more  than  that  num- 
ber. Looking  as  far  ahead  as  we  can,  we  cannot 
foresee  the  need  of  a  larger  supply  than  that.  The 
scheme  we  have  today  will  supply  that  population 
to  ibe  extent  cf  sixty  gallons  per  day.  Now,  sir, 
is  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  long  before  we  have 
1,200,000  people  occupying  this  territoi-y  the  sup- 
ply of  water  per  individual  wUl  be  greatly  de- 
creased from  sixty  gallons  by  such  regulations 
and  improvements  as  shall  prevent  wasted  We  ad- 
mit that  it  is  proven  that  one-quarter  of  our  sup- 
ply is  wasted.  Supposing  this  to  be  true,  this 
73,000,000  gallons,  when  the  waste  is  properly  lim- 
ited, would  supply  1,500,000  people.  It  is  reasona- 
ble to  suppose  that  that  supply  can  be  made  to 
extend  to  a  much  larger  number  of  persons  than 
that;  but  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  the  supply  of 
the  Sudbury,  Mystic  and  Cochituate  will  furnish 
a  supply  for  a  population  of  1,500,000  people.  Now, 
I  would  inquire  if  it  were  possible  to  get  any  more 
than  that  would  be  justified  in  building  a  scheme 
of  works  of  greater  magnitude  than  are  neces- 
sary to  supply  that  number  of  people?  So 
much  for  quantity.  In  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion of  quality,  I  am  satisfied  to  take  the 
authority  of  those  from  whom  we  have  received 
official  reports,  and  stand  by  them,  particularly 
that  of  the  medical  commission  which  has  just 
come  to  hand.  They  have  presented  some  con- 
clusions in  regard  to  quality,  to  which  I  shall  re- 
fer. First,  in  reference  to  storage.  The  Sudbury 
has  advantages  over  the  Charles  by  providing  a 
number  of  basins,  while  the  Charles  has  but  one 
large  one,  and  that  of  less  depth  than  those 
on  the  Sudburj',  the  medical  commission  giv- 
ing the  Sudbury  basins  the  decided  prefer- 
ence on  sanitary  grounds.  They  clearly 
state  that  in  the  Sudbury  basin,  the  various 
towns  that  now  have  sewage,  can  be  nrovided  for 
in  each  individual  case  by  diverting  it  from  the 
Sudbury.  That  will  be  found  upon  page  42  of  the 
report,  in  which  you  wiU  find  that  every  town 
upon  the  river  can  be  provided  for  by  diverting  the 
sewage  from  the  Sudbury.  Also  with  reference 
to  the  Charles,  on  page  48,  they  find  that 
the  questions  with  reference  to  diverting  the  sew- 
age are  not  easily  answered — that  is  to  say,  they 
do  not  understand  how  the  sewage  of  the 
Charles  can  be  diverted  from  that  basin,  but  they 
satisfactorily  explain  how  it  can  be  from  the  Sud- 
bury. They  further  give  some  attention  to  the 
color,  but  that  is  of  no  account  whatever,  for  the 
color  does  not  affect  the  quality.  In  reference  to 
analyses,  ojinortunities  f or  stor.age,  and  in  risk  of 
contamination,  present  and  future,  the  Suilbury 
takes  precedence  over  the  Charles.  Now  I  w^sh 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  with  reference 
to  the  future  liability  to  pollution.  For  the  pres- 
ent, they  inform  us  that  the  Sudbury  takes 
precedence  over  the  Charles.  They  say  that 
if  manufacturing  increases  in  the  future,  the  dif- 
ficulties will  be  greater  on  the  Sudbury  than  on 
the  Charles.  But  mind  you,  gentlemen,  if  we  take 
the  Sudbury,  manufacturing  will  not  increase 
upon  a  stream  which  is  controlled  by  the  city  of 
Boston;  and  the  population  will  not  centre  round 
a  stream  where  there  is  no  manufacturing. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— The  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Peabody]  gives  the  impression 
in  his  remarks  that  the  corresponding  height  of 
Lake  Cochituate  in  1871  was  one  foot  higher  than 
at  the  present  time.  The  fact  is,  today  the  lake 
is  one  foot  lower  than  in  1871,  with  a  consumption 
of  5,000,000  a  day  more,  which  materially  alters  the 
condition. 
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Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— In  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
N.  J.  Bradlee,  before  the  legislative  Committee  on 
Mercantile  Affairs,  on  Feb.  23, 1872,  he  stated,  as 
reported  in  the  papers  at  that  time,  that  the  water 
in  the  lake  stood  two  feet  two  inches  above  the 
water  in  the  conduit.  I  was  informed  at  the 
"Water  Registrar's  office  this  morning  that  the 
depth  was  three  feet  eleven  inches,  making  one 
foot  eleven  inches  difference.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  give  eood  reasons   for  correcting  me. 

Mr.  Hunnewefi  —  I  took  occasion  to  look  into 
the  Engineer's  office,  and  have  stated  it  according 
to  his  authority.  If  I  am  wrong,  perhaps  some 
member  of  the  Water  Board  will  set  me  right. 

Mr.  Peabady  of  Ward  9— My  friends  inform  me 
that  I  said  Feburary  1872,  instead  of  Februarv, 
1871. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  desire  to  make  myself 
fully  understood  witii  reference  to  tbe  point  that 
I  make,  that  should  the  city  of  Boston  take  the 
waters  of  Sudbury  River,  and  hold  control  of  it, 
manufacturing  would  not  of  course  increase  in 
tha^  valley.  If  the  manufacturing  would  not  in- 
crease in  that  valley,  manufacturing  refuse  or 
sewage  would  not  increase  in  the  valley.  If 
manufacturing  did  not  increase,  a  den>e  popula- 
tion would  not  centre  in  that  valley,  and  therefore 
sewage  from  population  would  not  increase  there 
in  the  future.  It  is  literally  true  that  if 
you  take  the  past  as  a  criterion  the  popu- 
lation might  be  greater  on  the  Sudbury  than  on 
the  Charles.  But  remember  that  circumstances 
change  the  moment  the  city  of  Boston  takes  tne 
Sudbury  water,  and,  the  circumstances  having 
changed,  consequently  you  have  not  the  same 
chance  of  an  increased  sewage.  Of  course,  that 
point  is"  not  taken  up  by  the  commission.  I  do  not 
wish  to  make  any  unfair  statement,  but  I  think 
this  guggestion  will  commend  itself  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  Council.  Now,  sir,  in  reference 
to  the  danger  of  today.  We  are  supplied  by 
pumping  from  Lake  Cochicuate  by  machineiy 
not  made  for  such  work.  The  pumps  are  liable 
to  break  down  in  an  hour,  are  protected  by 
a  cheap  wooden  building  liable  to  take  fire  at  any 
time,  which  would  cause  damage  and  delay  to 
the  j)umps.  The  water  of  the  lake  is  run  so  low 
that  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  taken  from  only  one 
reservoir  of  the  lake,  instead  of  from  several  con- 
nected, and  we  shall  soon  reach  a  point  when  the 
pumps  will  fail  to  give  us  a  supply.  The  Water 
Board  must  cut  off  the  supply  for  manufacturing 
piirpo.ses,  throwing  thousands  of  our  citizens  out 
of  employment.  That  is  the  condition  today  and 
we  cannot  ignore  it.  I  do  not  aesirethe  Council  to 
vote  today  for  the  Sudbuiy  scheme,  except  with 
reference  to  the  various  considerations  of  the 
quality,  quantity  and  cost,  all  of  which  I  think 
are  in  favor  of  tbe  Sudbury  furnishing  a  supply 
for  a  populaton  of  not  less  than  1,500,000  people, 
and  we  are  not  justified  in  building  a  scheme  of 
works  to  supply  a  population  larger  than  that. 
Therefore,  it  we  cotild  obtain  a  supply  of  two 
hundred  million  gallons  a  day,  we  should  not  be 
justified  in  building  a  scheme  of  works  for  it. 
One  million  five  hundred  thousand  population  is 
enough  for  us  to  look  forward  to  to  supply.  Pass 
this  order  and  the  Water  Board  will  have  the 
power  to  turn  the  water  of  the  Sudbury  into  Lake 
Cochituate  at  onv,e,  relieving  all  anxiety  both  for 
the  present  and  the  future.  Refuse  to  pass  it  and 
we  have  no  relief  except  through  an  immediate 
and  abuntlaut  supply  of  rain.  It  is  too  great  a 
risk  to  wait  for  the  Legislature  to  decide  w  hether 
we  can  have'a  supply  from  the  Charles  even  if  de- 
sireii.  Not  before  late  in  the  spring  would  their 
approval,  if  at  all,  be  obtained,  and  then  it  must 
come  here  again  for  another  government  to  act 
upon  with  opinions  much  more  likely  to  be  divided 
than  should  ours  be  tonight,  after  long  considera- 
tion of  this  scheme,  which  was  supposed  to  have 
been  accepted  nearly  two  years  ago  without  scarce- 
ly a  dissenting  vote.  Such  unanimity  cannot  be 
expected  by  another  Council,  and  letus  not  take 
the  respon.sibdit.y  of  its  failure  tonight. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— This  question  of  a  .supply 
of  water  from  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond  has 
now  been  before  the  Council  many  months.  The 
Committee  on  Water,  placed  m  a  somewhat  em- 
barrassing position  in  consequence  of  the  multi- 
plicity of  orders  for  investigation  into  other 
sources  of  supply,  have  done  little  more  than  sit 
quiet,  point  to  the  evidence  in  favor  of  their  or- 
der, and  iieclare,  as  they  have  done  repeatedly, that 
they  were  not  committed  to  any  particular  scheme, 
but  would  favor  any  one  that  should  prove  better 
than  the  one  submitted,  At  a  very  large  expense 
the  various  orders  and  inquiries  have  been  an- 


swered, and  we  have  the  answers  before  us.  If 
any  subject  ever  wasjinvestigated,  that  of  a  supply 
of  water  within  fifty  miles  of  Boston  would  seem 
to  have  had  thorough  treatment,  and  the  result,  at 
least,  is  much  new  and  valuable  information  on 
the  general  question.  The  question  of  a  source  of 
supply  seems  finally  to  ile  between  the  Sudbury 
and  Charles  rivers.  It  has  always  been  conceded, 
and  it  is  conceded  tor'ay,  that  if  the  requisite  legis- 
lative authority  could  be  obtained,  fother  things 
being  equal,  the  Charles  has  rather  the  strongest 
claim  to  consideration ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  authority  was  sought  zealously 
three  years  ago,  and  the  opposition  to  granting  it 
was  so  great  that  the  effort  was  abandoned, 
and  the  right  to  take  Sudbury  River  was 
accepted  in  its  stead.  The  point  of  our 
having  this  right  is  an  important  one;  and 
will  have  an  important  bearing  upon  any 
petition  for  the  further  taking  of  water  that 
may  be  urged  the  coming  legislative  session,— and 
if  three  years  ago  our  petition  was  resisted,  can 
there  be  a  doubt  in  the  face  of  the  experiences  of 
short  supplies  of  water  and  the  question  of  purity 
and  sewerage  that  are  exciting  such  general  at- 
tention, that  the  opposition  will  be  more  formida- 
ble than  ever  before  ?  The  points  of  comparison  be- 
tween the  two  sources  are,  of  course,  cost,  purity 
and  adequate  supply.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
13  [Mr.  Train],  at  the  last  meeting,  gave  us  some 
statements  in  regard  to  the  first  and  last  of  these 
items.  I  think  his  views  are  sound,  and  that  in 
matters  of  construction  he  puts  tbe  cost  witoin 
bounds,  and  the  result  of  my  own  observation  and 
inquiry  is,  to  agree  with  him  that  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  wild  assertions  we  have  heard 
as  to  the  item  for  mill  d-^mages.  As  to  purity  of 
the  two  waters,  we  have  the  report  of  the  meaical 
commission  before  us,  and  the  result  may  be 
stated  in  a  very  few  words.  The  eist  of  it  is,  that 
as  matters  stand  today,  the  Sudbury  is  purer  than 
the  Charles,  has  much  the  best  facilities  for  stor- 
age, but  so  far  as  the  future  is  concerned,  there 
will  be  less  growth  of  population  and  manufac- 
tures on  the  Charles,  and  consequently  less  dan- 
ger of  contamination  of  its  waters.  But  the  report 
says,  also,  that  there  are  towns  in  the  valley  of 
the  Charles,  whose  sewage  cannot  be  diverted  into 
other  valleys,  except  at  great  cost.  The  com- 
parative growth  of  the  two  valleys  is  of  course 
a  matter  of  opinion,  and  the  views  of  the 
commission  may  or  may  not  prove  correct.  I  re- 
fer to  pages  41,  49,  68  and  92  of  the  report,  as  bear- 
ing on  matters  of  interest  in  these  respects.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  we  can  buy  up  today  every  ob- 
jectionable dam  on  the  Sudbury  for  a  reasonable 
sum,  and  thus  control  the  future  manufactures  of 
the  valley.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Pea- 
body]  has  urged  his  views  with  great  fairiiess  in 
relation  to  the  Charles,  ann  he  seems  to  be  of  the 
opinion  that  the  necessary  legislative  authority 
may  be  yet  obtained  for  his  method  of  taking"; 
which  I 'understand  to  be  this :  He  proposes,  by 
storage  basins,  to  compensate  the  mill  owners  in 
a  dry  time  for  what  is  tauen  from  them  in  a  time 
of  abundance ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  there  shall 
be  only  a  partial  taking  of  the  water.  I  sut>pose 
the  gentleman  is  aware  that  this  is  no  new 'idea, 
although  he  believes  it  to  be  one  of  so  much  merit 
that  it  is  worthy  of  vigorous  effort  to  obtain. 

When  the  Sudbury  River  bill  was  before  the 
Legislature  Benjamin  F.  Butler  was  anxious  to 
insert  a  clause  permitting  Boston  to  buiid  storage 
basins  on  the  Assabet  and  Sudbury,  to  store  water 
tor  the  use  of  mill  owners  damaged  by  the  taking 
of  the  Sudbury,  on  the  understanding  tlipt  the 
city  would  build  such  basins  if  the  miU  owners 
would  accept  the  water  from  them  as  compensa- 
tion, and  in  lieu  of  money  damages.  This  matter 
was  urged  bv  Mr.  Butler  before  the  legislative 
committee,  but  was  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  the  Legislatuie  could  not  grant  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  to  Boston  to  seize 
lands  to  b?  used  as  a  means  of  compensation  for 
damages  caused  by  the  acts  of  the  city.  Our  City 
Solicitor,  Mr.  Healy,  has  decided  that  if  Boston 
goes  to  a  river  for  a  supply  of  water,  she  will 
practically  have  to  pay  damages  for  the  full 
amount  oi  the  flowage  of  the  river  at  the  point  of 
taking;  and  further,  that  parties  damaged  are 
entitled  to  compensation  in  money,  and  no  act  of 
the  Legislature  can  compel  them  to  accept  .any 
other  mode  of  comijensation.  Another  way  of 
stating  the  case  is,  that  during  spring,  or  in  wet 
times,  a  large  amount  of  water  runs  to  waste, 
which  does  no  good  to  any  one— in  fact,  some- 
times does  great  harm— and  i'f  this  surplus  can  be 
held  back  in  basins,  the  damages  to  mills  below 
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will  be  merely  nominal,  as  the  ordinary  flow  of 
the  river  is  not  interfered  with,  but  only  the  ex- 
traordinary. But,  in  practice,  such  basin's  cannot 
be  built,  because  they  must  be  built  on  the  river 
and  tributaries,  and  thus  they  will  interfere  with 
the  ordinary  flow  and  create  damage.  If  the 
natural  How  is  just  about  the  quantity  used  by 
the  city,  it  is  evident  that  the  flow  would  be  stop- 
ped. If  the  answer  is, let  the  amount  run  tnrough 
the  ba-iia  into  the  river,  then  we  aie  back  again 
to  the  doctrine  of  compensatior  ,  before  noticed, 
xf  basins  could  be  constnicted  outside  the  valley 
of  the  Charles  now,  this  plan  might  be  carried  out, 
though  it  seems  doubtful  if  the  right  to  create 
them  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  damages  could 
be  granted.  When  Boston  took  Lake  Cochituate 
two  storage  basins  were  built— one  at  Hopkinton 
the  other  at  IMarlborough — to  compensate  mill 
owners  on  Concord  River.  A  suit  for  damages 
was  broiio-ht,  and  the  city  was  not  allowed  to 
plead  the  construction  of  the  basins  as  an  offset 
for  the  claim  against  it,  and  our  City  Solicitor  says 
distinctly,  that  the  ci^y  cannot  put'  any  such  acts 
of  compensation  on  their  part  against  damages 
claimed.  As  to  the  general  question  of  damages 
caused  by  the  Sudbury  project,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  taking  of  Lake  Cochituate  with  its 
eighteen  miles  of  watershed,  damaged  exactly 
the  same  mills  (with  the  exception  of  the  one  at 
Saxon  ville),  that  the  taking  of  fhe  Sudbury  with 
its  seven*"y  square  miles  will  damage.  The  ratio 
of  the  watersheds  is  as  one  to  four,  but  the  lake 
was  a  large  storage  basin,  materially  incieasing 
the  summer  flow— hence  the  Cochituate  district, 
area  for  area,  was  much  more  valuable  for  mill 
))urposes  than  the  Sudbury.  Now  the  amount  of 
damages  claimed  for  the  taking  of  the  lake  by  the 
mills  was  nearly  t;500,000.  Te-t  cases  were  taken 
to  a  jury,  and  the  result  was  that  less  than  §7000 
settled  the  claims.  This  did  not  include  the  mills 
at  the  outlet  of  the  lake  which  possessed  control 
of  the  lake,  or  right  of  flowage,  and  who  were 
bought  out,  buildings,  machinery  and  all,  for 
$100,000.  [See  page  171,  History  Boston  Water 
Works.]  The  amount  of  award  was  largely  de- 
termined by  the  summer  flow,  \vhich  will  always 
be  the  case  when  a  tributary  to  a  larger 
stream  is  taken,  but  it  a  niain  stream  is 
taken,  theoretically,  the  mills  are  deprived  of 
power  the  year  round,  and  the  basis  of  settlement 
must  be  the  available  flow  at  each  month  of  the 
year.  The  Sudbury  is  a  tributarv  of  the  Concord, 
and  in  taking  the  former,  we  deprived  the  mills 
at  Billerica  of  about  one-fiftn  of  their  summer 
power,  without  injury  to  them  in  the  spring 
mouths  when  water  is  wasting  over  their  dams. 
In  taking  the  Charles,  we  take  the  main  stream 
and  will  have  to  pay  for  the  average  flow  of  the 
river  rather  than  for  the  summer  and  fall  flow. 
But  it  is  said  that  we  shall  not  take  all  the  water 
of  the  Charles.  It  is  true  that  we  shall  not  use  all 
the  water,  and  this  is  also  true  of  the  feuiibury. 
At  first  we  shall  use  but  a  few  million  gallons  of 
either,  and  the  spring  freshets  must  escape  as  at 
all  times  on  both  rivers,  but  in  the  course  of  time, 
we  shall  use  the  full  summer  flow  of  either  river, 
and  we  have  then  taken  the  full  flow  of  the  river, 
so  far  as  mill  damages  are  concerned.  The  town 
of  Brookline  has  the  right  to  take  daily  from  the 
Charles  IVj  million  gallons.  If  this  right  is  exer- 
cised, she  cannot  compensate  by  storage,  but  must 
pay  for  the  value  of  that  quantity  as  power.  The 
av'erage  flow  of  the  Charles  at  South  Natick  is, 
say  140  million  gallons  daily,  but  the  summer 
flow  is  not  more  than  30  millions.  Suppose  we 
build  a  basin  at  South  Natick — durina;  the 
summer  .30,000,000  gallons  daily  will  enter  it, 
but  in  the  course  of  years  we  shall  be  letting 
this  same  quantity  into  our  conduit  from  it, 
and  then,  of  course,  no  water  would  run  over  the 
dam,  and  we  should  in  effect  take  all  the  water  of 
the  river.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
Warreii],|I  think,  estimates  the  mill  damages  on 
the  Sudbury  at  about  $2,000,000.  If  he  estimates 
this  amount  for  a  river  with  seventy  squaie  miles 
of  watershed  and  a  fall  of  140  feet,  what  will  be 
the  amount  for  a  river  like  the  Charles  from 
South  Natick,  with  150  miles  of  watershed  and  a 
fall  of  100  feet?  The  number  of  mills  affected 
has  a  bearing  on  the  amount  of  damages  when  a 
main  stream  is  taken,  for  either  the  mills,  machin- 
ery and  business  must  be  purchased,  or  else  other 
power  must  be  provided  in  place  of  water,  and 
that  other  power  can  only  be  steam.  The  num- 
ber of  engines,  buildings, chimneys  to  be  paid  for, 
with  the  care  and  running  of  the  machinery, 
■would  form  a  very  important  item  of  damages. 
The  same  gentleman  in  estimating  mill  damages 


for  the  Sudbury,  start?  on  a  basis  of  40,000,000  per 
day,  but  it  is  not  assumed  that  this  will  be  the 
yield  until  storage  basins  are  built,  which,  with 
land  damages,  will  cost  about  $1,000,000.  Deduct 
this  from  his  estmiate  (and  to  ^et  it  he  supposes 
that  quantity  of  40,000,000  gallons  must  be  ex- 
pendeil  by  tlie  mills),  and  we  have  the  damages 
for  the  river  ao  it  now  f.ows  just  about  .§1,000,000. 
But  in  the  case  of  i  tributary,  the  damai  es  will  be 
assessed  on  the  basis  of  summer  flow.  Whatis  the 
summer  how  of  the  Sudbury?  It  is  from  lit  teen 
to  twenty  million  gallons  per  day  on  an  average. 
By  actual  and  accurate  gaugings,  in  a  drought, 
November  of  this  year,?the  flow  was  only  8,000,000 
gallons  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  it  was  fully  as 
low  in  1871.  I  think  the  gentleman  also  includes 
in  his  estimates  two  mills  above  the  point  of  pro- 
posed taking  of  water.  These  mills  are  not  in- 
cliided  in  the  item  of  "water  damages,"  but  as 
"mill  property  taken,"  and  are  included  in  the 
estimate  of  the  City  Engineer,  ]>.  ",  City  Docu- 
ment No.  29.  I  cannot  but  conclucie  on  the  whole, 
Mr.  President,  but  the  Sudbury  scheme  for  the  so 
much  needed  supply  of  water  is  the  scheme  for 
the  City  Council.  Whether  looked  at  as  a  matter 
of  adequate  supply,  purity,  damages  or  expense 
of  construction,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  prefe'-able  to 
any  other,  and  to  add  to  the  force  of  other  argu- 
ments in  its  favor  we  get  it  by  gravitation  rather 
than  pumping,  and  the  required  legislation  is  in 
our  hands  for  carrying  it  out,  and  there  need  be 
no  delay  in  entering  on  a  work  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19 — I  rise  to  make  an 
explanation.  I  sent  to  the  Water  Board  for  th« 
true  condition  of  the  water  in  the  lake  today,  as 
it  is  a  very  important  point  ir  the  solution  of  this 
question.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  gave  th« 
date  February,  1872,.  which  is  tM'O  months  from 
now,  and  the  corresponding  date  in  1871.  The  lake 
today  IS  four  inches  below  that  mark,  while  there 
are  six  million  gallons  more  of  daily  consumption 
going  on  now,  which  would  bring  the  minimum 
point  somewhere  about  the  mid  lie  of  January, 
instead  of  February,  and  would  bring  it  a  foot 
below,  so  that  the  correction  which  I  desired  to 
make  is  shown  substantially  by  these  figures. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — In  "consequence  of  a  con- 
versation at  Washington,  a  short  time  since,  with 
General  Butler,  I  was  afterwards  led  into  a  little 
correspondence  regarding  the  statement  made  ia 
the  Council  that  he  hai  no  authority  to  make  the 
communication  that  he  made  offering  the  free  use 
of  the  Sudbury  River  to  the  city  ror  the  time 
being.  In  consequence  of  that  I  have  been  ib 
such  a  situation  as  to  be  compelled  to  make  some 
investigation  of  the  matter,  and  I  can  say  that  he 
had  authority  to  make  that  offer,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  owners  of  all  the  water  power  sub- 
stantially affected  by  the  taking  of  the  Sudbury 
water.  I  have  the  consent  of  two  of  those  parties 
in  writing,  but  I  cannot  stop  to  read  them  now, 
and  as  to  Governor  Talbot,  all  he  wanted  was  that 
the  city  should  pump  as  long  as_ possible,  for  he 
thought  That  as  his  mills  would  have  to  stop,  the 
city  could  better  pay  for  the  pumping  than  he 
could  for  steam  power.  Therefore  there  is  n» 
need  of  undertaking  to  pass  upon  this  order  at 
the  present  time.  And  it  is  not  well  that  a  matter 
of  this  kind  should  be  passed  upon  in  a  time  of 
panic,  and  there  would  not  have  been  a  shadow  of 
necessity  for  it  if  the  Water  Board  had  been  dis- 
posed to  enter  into  the  plan  proposed,  which 
there  is  no  difhculty  in  carrying  out.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  a  legislative  act 
can  be  had  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Charles 
River,  in  my  judgment.  It  is  idle  to  suppose  that 
Che  city  of  i?osron,  needing  water  and  going  there 
and  asking  for  it,  cannot  get  it.  And  if  they  let 
us  take  only  what  water  we  want  for  use,  we  shall 
not  have  to  pay  any  except  nominal  damages.  It 
is  a  matter  of  simple  common  sense,  and  you  have 
this  very  principle  in  the  Sudburj  River  act  pro- 
viding for  a  flow  of  one  million  and  a  half  gallons 
a  day  for  Mr.  Simpson's  mills  at  Saxonville.  If 
you  take  all  the  water  you  must  pay  for  i ,  all ;  and 
the  same  principle  will  hold  good  if  you  take 
only  a  part.  It  matters  not  whether  we  have 
a  main  stream  or  a  little  stream;  we  hare 
got  to  pay  the  damages.  There  is  no  sort  of 
trouble  about  it;  any  man  who  can  read  can  see 
it.  In  examining  the  valuable  report  of  the 
medical  commission  I  read  on  page  46,  with  some 
astonishment,  the  list  of  deaths  from  various  dis- 
eases in  1871  and  1872,  in  which  cholera  infantum 
and  scarlet  fever  are  classed  among  the  "dis- 
eases not  affected  by  water,"  and  also  the  follow- 
ing language : 
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"It  will  be  seen  that,  tbough  the  total  number 
of  deaths  in  the  city  was  37.4  per  cent,  greater  in 
1872  than  in  1871,  yet  the  percentage  increase  of 
those  tliseascs  which  may  he  produced  by  impure 
drinking  water  was  less  than  that  of  diseases  sup- 
posed not  to  be  so  produced.  In  other  words, 
though  the  death  rate  in  the  city  was  remarkably 
high  in  1872,  this  great  mortality  cannot  justly  be 
attributed  to  any  unusual  impurity  of  the  drink- 
ing water." 

They  make  the  percentage  of  increase  in  dis- 
eases affected  by  water  22.6,  and  of  all  diseases  37.4. 
This  language  was  so  at  variance  with  all  the  pre- 
ceding parts  of  the  report  in  spirit,  that  I  was  ina- 
pellecT to  examine  its  more  closely,  and  found  that 
it  was  also  distinctly  at  variance  with  those  por- 
tions in  detail.  It  is  first  worthy  of  notice  thst 
the  commi>^sion  finds  the  Sudbury  water  unfit  for 
drinking  unless  stored  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time  in  storage  basins;  and,  also,  unless  tli« 
most  objectionable  sewage  of  the  towns  is  cariied 
away  from  the  river.  It,  of  course,  was  unex- 
pected to  find  them  also  saying,  that  when  the 
introduction  of  this  water  directly  from  the  river 
in  such  great  quantities  that  it  could  be  stored 
but  a  very  short  time  before  use,  in  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate,  and  when  this  great  mortality  occurred  dur- 
ing its  use,  J  say  I  did  not  expect  to  find  them  say 
ing  that  under  these  circumstances  it  could  not 
be  justly  attributable  to  the  water.  The  commis- 
sion j.ive  us  no  other  cause  for  it.  It  was 
great  and  unusual  when  the  Sudburywater 
was  used,  and  no  other  cause  is  assigned.  I 
first  notice  that  they  place  scarlet  fever  among 
the  diseases  not  aftected  by  water;  and  yet  they 
say  on  page  17  that  scarlatina  is  traced  directly 
to  contaminated  air,  and  mention  an  instance  "in 
which  a  very  violent  type  of  scarlet  fever  was  as- 
sociated with  drinking  water  from  a  tank  in 
which  hei rings  in  a  state  of  decomposition  were 
found."  They  also  say  -'examples  of  this  sort 
might  be  multiplied."  On  page  10  they  say  that 
the  specific  contamination  oi  the  discharges  of 
sick  people  "is  not  a  necessary  condition  to  the 
production  of  typhoid  fever,  dysentery,  diarrhoea, 
scarlatina  and  some  other  diseases."  They  prove 
that  scarlet  fever  comes  from  water  contaminated 
by  sewage,  and  that  Sudbury  water  is  so  contami- 
nated, and  they  say  the  deaths  from  scarlet  fever 
were  132  per  cent,  greater  while  the  Sudbury  wa- 
ter was  used  than  durirg  the  year  before. 
The  same  may  te  said  of  cholera  infantum, 
as  it  is  clearly  a  disease  of  the  intestines,  which 
diseases  they  say  result  from  bad  drinking  water. 

On  the  top  of  page  11  they  quote  author- 
ities which  say  that  some  zymotic  (i.  e.  contagious 
and  infectious),  "diseases  could  be  entirely  le- 
nioved  by  the  general  disuse  of  impure  water." 
On  page  18  they  again  speak  of  "minute  zymotic 
germs  propagating  epidemic  infectious  diseases." 
And  on  top  of  page  10  they  say  spoiled  water  has  a 
predisposing  ettect,  and  "weakens  the  power  of 
resistance  to  infection."  Now,  in  view  of  this  tes- 
timony, remember  that  1872  was  the  smallpox 
year,  and  during  the  year  the  death  rate  was  37.4 
per  cent,  greater  than  in  1871.  No  other  reason 
than  the  Sudbury  water  has  ever  been  assigned. 
The  commission  proves  this  to  be  a  suflicient 
cause.  Why,  when  we  think  of  ^he  enormous 
amount  of  liquids  that  people  driuk  md  that  the 
birlk  of  it  all  comes  out  of  the  pores  of  the  skin, 
.  the  importance  of  its  quality  must  be  manifest. 
The  mackerel  i.i  the  tub,  the  well  at  Mt.  Descit,  the 
drains  at  the  National  Hotel  at  Washington,  the  his- 
tory of  MiUbank  prison— none  of  them  furnish  so 
sti  ong  and  clear  a  case  cf  direct  proof  of  the  injury 
from  the  use  of  impure  water  as  the  enormous  mor- 
tality in  the  city  of  Boston  in  1872,  while  we  were 
using  the  Sudbury  River  water.  I  acknowledge- 
that  I  have  always  been  disposed  to  be  incredulous 
upon  this  subject,  but  this  report  is  convincing 
that  w3  ought  not  to  take  Sudbury  at  all,  tbat  we 
ought  to  set  to  work  with  great  energy  to  purify  the 
Mystic.  Then  there  is  the  obstacle  in  the  way  of  cur- 
ing the  ditticulty  by  storage  and  tto  wage  or  filtering. 
Oxidation  proceeds  with  extreme  slowness.  The 
Royal  Commission  on  Water  Supply  say  (page  16), 
"There  is  no  river  in  the  United  Kingdom  long 
enough  to  effect  the  destruction  of  sew- 
age by  oxidation."  On  page  six,  the 
Medical  Commission,  speaking  of  hotel  case 
at  Mt.  Desert,  say  that  even  by  chemical 
analysis  they  find  "that  the  sewage  of  Marl- 
borough reaches  Angle  Brook,  a  tiibutary  of  the 
Sudbury— also  on  page  44.  Page  24— "The  experi- 
ment ought  not  to  be  tried ;  can't  tell  whether  it 
ever  disappears  or  not;  amounts  capable  of 
propagating    the     most   virulent    diseases   may 


readily  escape  detection  by  chemical  tests." 
Under  this  mass  of  testimony  how  useless  to  talk 
of  perfecting  water  by  the  benefit  of  various  stor- 
age reservoirs  to  get  rid  of  this  local  sewage.  To* 
never  can  tell  when  such  water  is  good  enough. 
The  Sudbury  water  is  not  the  best  water  to  be 
taken ;  not  at  all,  if  better  can  be  obtained.  I  de- 
sire to  say  a  word  about  the  Shawsheen.  It  is 
quite  wonderful  that  within  a  few  miles  ef 
Boston  there  should  be  a  basin  of  thirty-four 
square  miles,  whose  population  had  increased 
only  fiftj'-three  during  the  last  ten  years,  page  79, 
and  onlvalittle  over  2000  in  seventy  years.  Sudbui-v 
5000  in  ten  years ;  20,000  in  seventy  years ;  percent- 
age, 295.  "Page  57,  Shawsheen,  four  factories, 
twenty-two  employes.  Page  41,  Sudbury,  thirty 
factories,  220  employes.  (Page  84.)  Storage— 
"Shawsheen,  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more  storage, 
is  better  provided  for  each  square  mile  of  drain- 
age aiea  than  any  other  river  valley.  In  this  re- 
spect, therefore,  the  Shawsheen  River  scheme 
possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  the  others." 
It  is 'said  the  Sudbury  has  one  advantage;  i.  e.,  of 
a  number  of  storage  basins,  so  that  if  one  is  im- 
pure from  local  causes  the  other  can  be  used. 
That  is  well  for  Sudbury ;  but  the  Shawsheen  can- 
not be  injured  by  local  causes,  and  it  does  not 
need  them.  It  is  criminal,  under  such  a  state  of 
things,  to  take  the  Sudbury.  Then  there  are  the 
facilities  for  storage  in  the  Mystic,  and  the  Shaw- 
sheen can  be  used  to  reenforce  them  all  with  its 
pure  and  uncontaminated  waters.  There  is  the 
value  of  the  Shawsli6eu's  storage  basins.  They 
are  double  the  value 'of  the  drainage  area.  It  may 
be  said  they  double  the  drainage  area.  These 
facilities  make  the  Shawsheen  equal  in  value  t» 
the  Sudbury,  or  nearly  so.  Shawsheen,  thirty- 
four  square  miles,  doubled,  sixty-eight  square 
miles ;  Sudbury,  seventy-one  square  miles — dif- 
ference, three  square  miles. 

Mr.  Dean's  time  having  expired,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  gained  the  floor,  and  offered  to  surrender 
his  right  to  Mr.  Dean,  who  continued — 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  ps  a  singular  fact,  that 
the  Shawsheen  had  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more 
storage  provided  for  each  square  mile  of  drain- 
age area  than  any  other  river  valley,  and  in  this 
respect  it  is  superior  to  any  other.  So  far  as  the 
quality  of  the  water  is  concerned,  and  its  liability 
to  become  filthy,  it  turns  out  that  the  Shaw- 
sheen is  superioi  to  any  other  river  known.  Right 
here,  close  bv  the  city  of  Boston  you  have,  too, 
fifty-four  square  miles  of  drainage  area,  fifty  per 
cent,  more  storage  capacity,  which  makes  it 
double,  and  equal  to  the  Sudbury  so  far  as  stor- 
age capacity  is  concerned,  and  with  no 
liability  of  being  affected  impurely.  Includ- 
ing all  that  complete  scheme  of  works,  the 
cost  a  little  more  than  .S2,00i),000,  and,  notwith- 
standing vou  save  $3,000,000,  and  you  get  as  much 
water  as  from  the  Sudburv,  this  scheme  has  been 
left  out  entirely.  Therefore,  I  think,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  we  cannot  but  vote 
against  this  Sudbury  scheme.  It  seems  to  me 
that  you  have  a  duty  here  in  regard  to  the  quality 
of  the  water.  Debt  is  bad  enough  for  a  city,  l>ut 
death  is  infinitely  worse.  The  Mystic  basins  are 
to  be  cared  for,  partly  by  sewers  and  drains,  and. 
partly  by  reservoirs,  ami  in  that  connection  the 
Shawsheen  scheme  is  infinitely  better  than  any 
•ther.  Now  observe,  the  Shawsheen  has  thirty- 
four  square  miles  of  watershed,  which  is  more 
than  double  the  Cochituate.    It  has  fifty  per  cent. 

freater  storage  capacity  than  any  other  river, 
toragp  capacity  is  everything  for  the  purposes  of 
a  water  supply.  Now  this  makes  the  thirty-four 
square  mdes  of  Shawsheen  equal  to  sixty-eight 
square  miles  of  Sudbury,  and  Suabury  has  only 
seventy-one  square  inile^.  But  a  good  -  any  miles 
of  Sudbury  will  be  taken  to  drain  the  i)laces  af- 
fected by  sewage.  We  have,  therefore,  the  Shaw- 
sheen practically  of  more  value  than  the  Sud- 
bury—costing  less  than  half,  and  its  waters  of 
UHSurpassed  purity.  The  valley,  as  I  have  said,  of 
a  strangely  spar.-^e  ijopulation,  increasing  only 
fifty-three  persons  during  the  last  ten  years.  The 
commission  prove  all  these  facts.  A  great  debt  is 
31  calamity  as  this  scheme  is  economical.  But  to 
bring  in  water  which  may  entail  disease  and  death 
is  a  greater  calamity.  Then  we  h^ave  the  Mystic, 
with  its  capacity  for  seven  [reservoirs,  and  the 
necessity  for  its  purification.  The  pure  waters  of 
the  Shawsheen  can  be  sent  to  the  various  M.vstic 
reservoirs,  making  together  a  system  of  water- 
works as  perfect  as  any  in  the  country.  This  sys- 
tem will  be  economical,  healthy,  and  bring  an 
oyerflowing  abundance. 
Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  have  a  few  words  to  say 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


in  relation  to  the  passaf^e  of  the  order  now  before 
US,  and  I  will  eonuneiiee  by  sayinp;  that  for  the 
past  year  1  have  been  a  patient  listener  to  most 
•f  the  remark-,  made  by  other  members  of  this 
body  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  water  supply, 
and  while  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  I  have  been 
interested  in  hearing  the  vario"s  views  of  this 
■natter  that  have  been  brought  forward,  I  am  still 
»f  the  opinion  that  the  Sudbury  River  is  the  best 
place  from  which  to  obtain  an'additional  supply. 
Action  upon  the  order  luw  before  us  has  been 
delayed  upon  one  excuse  and  another,  until  now 
we  are  in  the  same  position  that  we  were  in  1871, 
when  1  was  a  member  of  the  Water  Board,  and 
are  dependent  for  our  supply  upon  the  same  tem- 
porary pumping  macliinery  which  I  then  voted  to 
put  up.  I  did  not  at  that  time  think 
tbat  the  citizens  of  Koston  would  ever 
allo'w  themselves  to  be  again  placed  in 
ssuch  a  pocition,  but  through  the  action 
of  their  reprcsi  ntatives  bore  before  me  they  have 
bean.  We  arc  not  (juite  as  badly  off,  as  we  hgive  a 
connection  by  means  of  the  temporary  ditch  be- 
tween the  lake  and  Sudbu^-y  River  through 
which  the  water  of  Sudbury  can  be  made  to  fur- 
nish u=  an  additional  supplv  in  case  the  lake 
give?  oiit.  I  am  sure  that  members  of  the  Council 
who  ])ropose  to  vote  against  this  order  tonight 
would  not  do  so  if  they  realized  the  stale  of  the 
water  supply  today.  They  probably  flatter  them- 
selves that  if  the  pumping  machinery  should 
break  down,  or  be  destroyed,  or  the  lake  should 

five  out,  they  could  then  vote  for  taking  the 
udbury  and  the  :!ity  woulil  not  suffer  for  want 
©f  water.  But  do  the  gentlemen  know?  If  they 
do  not,  I  can  tell  them,  as  I  have  myself 
©btained  the  information  todiy,  that  the 
water  in  the  lake  is  but  taree  feet  above 
the  bottom  of  the  conduit;  that  the  pumps 
are  drawing  it  down  at  the  rate  of  an  inch  a 
day,  and  will  soon  draw  it  down  at  the  rate  of  two 
inches  per  day  as  its  aiea  becomes  smaller;  that 
whe:i  the  lake  is  drawn  down  to  che  bottom  of  the 
conduit  there  are  no  connections  between  the  sev- 
eral divisions,  and  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  and 
ttxpensiveto  make  them,  and  will  also  take  a  long 
time.  Do  they  know  that  in  such  a  case  the 
pumps  can  only  draw  (in  addition  to  the  natural 
flow  from  the  other  division,  an  amount,  which,  if 
we  do  not  have  any  rain>,  is  but  one  and  a  half 
millions  per  day)  from  the  divisions  they  are  in, 
an  area  of  aboiit  200  acres,  and  that  this  division 
will  then  be  reduced  in  depch  at  the  rate  of  six  or 
more  inches  per  day,  and  that  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  the  present  machinery  will  draught  water 
from  any  great  depth,  and  even  if  it  does,  that  we 
must  continue  to  rely  upon  it  or  other  similar 
machinery  until  the  bike  is  again  filled  u]),  which 
maj'  be  many  mouths?  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  said 
that  I  am  trying  to  scare  any  members  of  this  body, 
Mr.  President,  but  I  am  stating  facts  that  I  believe 
every  ene  should  know  before  a  vote  is  taken  upon 
this  order.  It  may  l)e  said  by  some,  as  I  have  be- 
foie  stated,  that  if  the  pun^ping  machinery  gives 
out  or  the  lake  is  exhausted,  we  can  then  vote  for 
tlje  Sudbury,  but  will  the  Sudbury  then  give  us  a 
supply?  We  have  not  built  the  stowage  basins, 
and  can  only  take  what  may  run  in  the  river,  an 
amount  which  at  the  present  time  is  only  about 
8,000,000  gallons  i)er  day,  and  we  are  using  todav 
about  18,000,000. 

Even  suppose  we  should  get  20,000,000  gallons  a 
day  from  the  Sudbury,  which  is  al'  the  ditch  will 
carry,  we  should  still  have  to  oump  it  all,  as  it 
would  raise  the  lake  but  a  trifling  amount  per 
day,  as  all  that  would  go  for  this  jmrpose  w  ould 
be  the  difference  betweeri  the  consumption  (18,- 
000,000)  and  the  quanticy  we  should  get  from  Sud- 
bury (20,000,000)  and  such  amount  as  the  lake  water- 
shed mightsupplv.  Now,  Mr. President, I  wish  to  say 
few  words  about  the  pumping  machinery,  and  I 
am  done.  Upon  this  matter  1  speak  from  person- 
al kno^^'ledge,  and  from  having  once  gone  through 
with  the  trouble  consequent  upon  its  use.  I  can 
realize  the  position  of  the  members  of  the  Water 
Board  today,  although  they  are  not  in  the  same 
situation  as  myself  and  the  other  members  of  the 
former  board,  for  the  members  of  this  Council 
are  now  responsible  if  an^  failure  of  the  water 
supply  shou'd  occur,  whereas  at  that  time  the 
Water  Board  might  have  been  held  responsible  for 
not  sooner  urging  the  necessity  of  a  new  supply 
apon  the  attention  of  the  City  Government.  The 
machinery  consists  of  two  portable  engines,  which 
we  had  to'hnve  built  to  our  order,  as  none  large 
enough  could  be  found  in  this  city  or  New  York; 
six  weeks  was  the  shortest  time  in  which  we 
eould   get   them   made;    it   was   the   same   way 


with  the  pumps,  as  none  large  enough  are 
ever  kejit  on  hand,  and  they  had  to  be 
made  to  order  iu  New  York.  We  had  to  accept 
pumps  of  which  the  eastings  were  defective,  be- 
cause we  could  not  wait  for  new  castings  to  be 
made,  and  I  unders'-and  they  are  not  in  tlie  best  of 
order  now.  All  of  this  machinery  has  to  be  lun 
every  day,  without  any  stoj)  for  renairs,  a  thing 
which  the  best  of  machineiy  very  rarely  does,  and 
if  any  accident  requiring  repairs  should  happen 
to  it,  it  must  be  brought  to  Boston  before  it  can 
be  put  in  order.  The  houses  in  which  it  is  are  of 
woo  I,  on  a  pile  foundation,  lia^jle  to  take  fire  iind 
burn  down  at  any  time.  They  weie  on  fire  twice 
or  three  times  in  1871,  and  came  very  near  being 
burned,  and  the  machinery  ruined.  If  other 
members  of  this  Council  wish  the  city  of  Boston 
to  be  supplied  for  months,  sujiposing  no  accident 
happens  and  the  lake  does  not  give  out,  in  this 
risky  way,  I  certainly  do  not,  and  I  am  jjiepared 
tonight  to  vote  for  tbis  order,  without  any  fur- 
ther delay  to  find  out  whether  we  can  get  the 
Charles,  or  the  Shawsheen,  or  any  other  of 
the  numerous  schemes  which  I  have  heard  advo- 
cated, and  on  tlie  merits  of  which  I  do  not  propose 
to  speak,  as  all  the  information  in  respect  to  them 
kas  lorg  been  before  the  Council  in  the  several 
reports  of  the  Water  Committee  an  I  the  City  En- 
gineer. Oui  duty  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  re- 
quires us  to  do  something  to  relieve  them  from 
the  position  they  are  in  with  regard  to  water;  a 
position  we  hare  placed  them  in  by  our  delay  in 
this  matter,  and  I  hope  that  enough  members  will 
vote  for  the  Sudbury  to  settle  tbis  question  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21 — I  do  not  desire  to  make 
any  further  speech.  I  simply  wish  to  say  one 
word  in  reply  to  my  friend  from  Ward  12  in  iegard 
to  the  introduction  of  Sudbury  River  water.  I 
think  the  facts  and  statistics  will  show  that  be- 
tor°  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  reached  Boston, 
ft'hen  It  was  introduced  three  years  ago,  that  the 
mortality  alluded  to  had  beguii  to  abate.  It  com- 
menced long  before  the  introduction  of  the 
water,  and  steadily  abated  after  its  introduction. 
I  think  the  facts  will  bear  me  out.  It  is  said  that 
the  district  in  which  I  have  the  honor  to  live  and 
try  to  represent,  is  drinking  the  filthiest  water 
imaginable,  and  has  '.een  for  yea/s.  I  drink  a 
good  deal  of  it  myself,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
the  mortality  is  so  large  as  to  show  any  reason  for 
assigning  the  cause  of  it  to  the  water  we  drink 
there. 

Mr.  Shav*-  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  give  three 
reasons  why  this  order  ought  not  to  pass,  and  they 
are  largely  aggregated  from  the  statements  made 
tonight,  and  made  not  only  here  but  through  the 
public  press.  In  the  first  place  I  am  opposed  to 
this  proposition,  because  I  believe  it  does  not 
stand  any  comparison  with  that  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9,  from  the  testimony  given  us 
from  all  sources,  that  the  water  of  Sudbury  River 
is  tot  as  good  as  the  Charles.  That  is  indisputa- 
ble from  all  the  '  statements  made.  In  the 
second  place  the  supply  is  not  near  as  large;  and 
third,  because  the  cost  ;s  very  much  larger, 
to  say  nothing  whatever  of  what  is  to  come 
from  the  consequential  damages.  There  is  not  a 
watei  wheel  in  all  Lowell  that  will  not  be  affected 
by  taking  Sudbury  River.  That  subject  never  has 
been  explained  to  this  Council  and  never  can  be. 
I  repeat  it,  there  is  not  a  water  wheel  in  all  Lowell 
but  will  be  affected  by  the  taking  of  this  river. 
Your  consequencial  damages,  sir,  cannot  be  esti- 
mated. It  is  impossible  to  estimate  them.  Hence 
I  say  that  which  I  once  said  some  months  ago, 
that  the  city  of  Boston,  in  taking  its  supply, 
which  they  "propose  to  take  in  this  project,  is 
treading  upon  dangerous  ground,  and  if  it  once 
gets  its  foot  into  it,  except  in  the  way  that 
General  Butler  proposes,  it  will  incur  an  ex- 
pense, which  years  and  years,  sir,  can  never  re- 
pay. The  consequential  'damages  cannot  be  esti- 
mated. That  is  my  third  reason.  Now,  sir,  if  I 
were  going  to  take  water  to  supply  the  city  of 
Boston,  I  would  take  neither  of  these  fuopositions. 
But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean] 
said,  why  ij  this  proposition  in  regard  to  the 
Shawsheen  discarded?  Three  millions  of  dollars 
will  give  a  supply  for  nearly  half  a  century.  If 
neither  of  these  is  good,  let  us  go  to  the  ponds 
of  Middleborough,  the  hunting  ground  of 
the  Indian  Sachem  Massasoit  and  his  son. 
King  Philip,  and  which  has  an  inex- 
haustible supply  from  brooks  filtered  through 
natural  filtering  basins  of  sane?.  There,  sir,  are 
pure  waters,  such  as  are  not  offered  in  any  other 
scheme,  flowing  as  from  a  fountain,  from  whict. 
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we  can  obtain  an  adequate  supply  today.  Go  to 
the  lakes  in  Middleborough,  which  inl840  or  about 
that  time  were  recommended  and  surveyed  as  one 
of  the  bestsources ;  and  if  that  is  not  enough,  go  to 
Lake  Winnipiseogee  and  take  water  from  there  at 
a  cost  of  4(12,000,000  rather  than  take  your  supply 
from  the  poisonous  waters  of  the  Sudbury.  I  be- 
lieve It  has  been  well  proven  herejtonigbt  that  the 
Sudbury  water  is  poisonous.  Somebody  talks 
about  the  color  being  no  indication  of  poison. 
Whence  comes  the  color  if  it  is  not  from  the  poi- 
sonous matters  at  the  source  ? 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  order  to  seize 
Sudbury  River  was  refused  a  second  reading — 
yeas  29,  nays  40. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Brackett, 
Burditt,  Caton,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Den- 
By,  Goldthwait,  Harrington,  Hunnewell,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Morse,  Noyes,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Putnam,  Russell,  Sprague,  Thacher,  Train,  West,' 
E.  P.  W  ilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woods— 29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bent,  Bleiler, 
Boardman,  Brown,  Burgess,  Butler,  Cawlev,  Col- 
lins, Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day,  Dean.  Flynu, 
Fuller,  Gordon,  Hine,  Jennings,  Loring,  Martin, 
McCarty,  Moley,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Powers, 
Pray,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sweat,  .  Sweetser, 
Walbridge,  Warren,  Weston,  Whiston,  AVillcutt, 
Woodward— 40. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Flatley,  Hicks, 
Long,  Minot — 4. 

THE   FINAL  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  It  was  or- 
dered that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to 
Thursday  evening,  Dec.  31,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  minority  and  majority  reports,  with  resolve 
and  order  of  Street  Commissioners  for  laying  out 
and  extenaing  Swett  street,  and  order  for  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  pro  ade  the  means  for  the 
same,  came  down  for  concurrence,  and  were,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  specially  assigned 
for  half -past  three  o'clock  P.  M.  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

FREE  SOUP. 

The  order  for  the  expenditure  of  $5000  for  the 
temporary  aid  of  the  poor  by  the  Committee  on 
Police  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  came  down  xith 
the  adherence  of  the  other  branch  to  their  original 
vote  passing  the  order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  for  the  committee  of 
the  Common  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  mat- 
ter of  difference  in  relation  to  furnishing  tempor- 
ary aid  to  the  poor,  submitted  a  report  that  the 
committee  of  the  Aldermen  having  declined  to 
accept  any  proposition  by  which  this  liranch  would 
have  a  part  in  the  dispensation  of  the  proposed 
charity,  the  committee  recommend  the  Council  to 
adhere  to  its  former  action. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  16  moved  that  the  Council  adhere  to  their 
former  vote. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  0— I  should  hope  that  the 
Council  would  recede  from  the  former  action,  as 
the  winter  is  progressing  fast,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  with  this  order  going  back  from  one  branch 
to  the  other  we  will  not  accomplish  the  purpose 
for  which  the  appropriation  of  $5000  is  intended. 
It  seems  to  me  that  is  the  only  way  we  can  accom- 
plish anything,  and  on  that  question  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  pro'  ose  to  de- 
tain the  Council  but  a  brief  moment.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  branch  met  the  committee 
from  the  other  bianch,  and  a  full  and  exhaustive 
discussion  took  place.  The  argument  was  offered 
that  as  this  was  an  appropriation  in  which  this 
branch  was  interested,  it  was  proper  that  we 
should  be  represented  in  the  distiibution  by  a 
committee.  Unfortunately,  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  refused  to  accept  that  propo- 
sition, and  the  report  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Coun- 
cil. So  far  as  1  am  individually  concerned,  I 
would  prefer  that  this  matter  should  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  If  the  charity  is  to  con- 
sist of  soup  alone  I  shall  vote  against  it, 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  "the  worthy 
poor  ot  Boston  who  will  receive  the  benefit  of  it, 
but  it  is  the  strong  and  healthy  who  come  here  to 
get  it.  In  my  judgment  this  $5000  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  proper  and  competent  committee  of 
the  City  Government  can  better  be  made  to  sub- 
serve the  object  for  which  it  was  intended,  than 
it  can  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  my  predilec- 


tions in  this  respect  are  strengthened  by  confer- 
ences with  several  gentlemen  who  have  watched 
the  proceedings  in  this  ana  other  cities. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — I  believe  in  the  gentle- 
man's predilections,  but  I  also  believe  in  soup. 
The  object  in  appropriating  $5000  is  to  give  some- 
thing to  the  hungry.  How  long  will  the  strong 
man  retain  his  strength  if  he  does  not  get  this 
soup?  Now,  some  of  the  members  of  this 
Council  want  to  stand  on  their  dignity.  They  not 
only  want  a  finger  in  the  pie,  but  a  plate  of 
the  soup,  not  being  satisfied  with  dinners  at  the 
Parker  House.  Then,  perhaus,  it  may  be  best  to 
lay  it  over  to  the  next  City  Government,  and  then 
another  committee  can  sit  upon  it  and  hatch  soup. 
The  gentleman  nods  his  head  and  says  it  will  not 
be  mock  turtle.  1  am  inclined  to  think  a  commit- 
tee would  require  more  mock  turtle  than  any 
other.  I  think  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen  have  the 
right  of  this,  and  that  we  are  acting  like  child's 
play. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  I  remember  aright,  it 
is  said  that  Nero  fiddled  while  Rome  was  burning. 
Now  sir,  while  we  are  treating  this  matter  lightly, 
the  poor  are  sufl:ering.  We  cannot  wrng  it  out  of 
sight  that  poverty  is  in  our  midst,  and  while  we 
are  playing  with  the  other  branch — and  I  should 
not  say  playing,  for  our  honorable  committee  have 
done  all  they  could,  and  there  is  another  branch 
of  this  Government  that  is  responsible,  and  1  say 
it  with  all  proper  respect  for  them,  and  they  are 
treating  us  with  contempr.  Yes  sir,  I  say  with 
contempt.  I  have  labored,  sir,  for  two  years,  that 
the  poor  of  Boston  should  receive  the  little  pit- 
tance which  we  can  give  them,  and  I  say  never 
was  that  little  so  much  needed  as  now.  And 
while  this  branch  have  tried  with  all  its  ability  to 
secure  the  best  means  of  distributing  this  soup, 
proposing  first  a  joint  committee  and  sec- 
ondly the  police  committee,  and  thirdly  a 
conference — for  God's  sake  how  many  times 
have  we  to  appeal  to  them?  Never,  sir,  again. 
But  let  Us  now  conquer  them.  Let  u«  take  the 
whole  matter  out  of  their  hands.  Let  us,  sir,  at 
OHce  c»ncur  with  the  honorable  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  thereby  acquire  a  moral  victory.  Thjrt 
is  the  ground  we  should  take.  Give  the  worthy 
poor  the  soup  for  which  they  suflier.  Day  after 
day,  as  you  are  aware,  sir,  about  these  halls  and 
at  your  own  otfice,  there  are  hungry*  persons 
■  clamoring  for  protection.  Gentlemen  laugh, 
but  let  them  laugh.  They  fare  sumptuously 
every  day,  and  lay  their  heads  upon  warui 
pillows  every  night,  forgetting  that  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  the  poor;  forgetting  that  on  these 
cold  nights  there  are  poor  soldiers  and  orphan 
children  who  have  been  round  this  City  Hall  ask- 
ing to  be  taken  care  of.  Let  us  now  protect  them 
as  I  intend  to  do  by  the  vote  which  1  propose  to 
give  tonight,  and  that  is  to  concur  with  this  great 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  fact.  Their  lives  are  snort, 
they  have  only  a  few  more  days  to  spend  in  their 
beautiful  room,  as  we  have  in  ours."  Let  us  not 
make  a  pitiful  appeal  to  them  but  answer  their 
modest  request  by  concurring,  and  before  many 
days  shall  have  passed  away  I  hope  to  see  the  poor 
being  fed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  am,  of  course,  in  favor 
of  giving  immediate  relief  to  the  poor,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  there  is  need  of  it.  At  the  same  time 
there  is  an  act  of  the  Legislature  providing  that 
the  City  Council  may  do  this.  The  City  Council 
has  taken  action  upon  this,  and  the  other  branch 
say  that  this  branch  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with 
this  appropriation  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the 
city.  I  say  it  is  the  auty  of  this  branch  to  hold  to 
its  prerogative  to  manage  the  afliairs  of  the  city  in 
all  that  the  law  places  this  branch  on  an  equality 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  do  say  that  we 
cannot  in  honor  concur,  and  I  say  hold  on  so  that 
when  the  next  City  Government  comes  in  you 
cannot  find  a  Board  of  Aldermen  which  will  say 
this  Council  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  what 
the  Legislature  says  the  City  Council  shall  do. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — 1  ain  glad  to  hear  that 
argument  advanced,  and  I  move  that  the  subject 
be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  As  I  liave 
been  reelected,  I  promise  that  I  will  undertake  to 
call  the  matter  up  early  in  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  hope  no  such  motion 
will  prevail,-  as  it  will  then  be  three  weeks  before 
such  an  order  can  be  passed  by  the  next  City 
Council,  and  as  the  winter  would  be  far  gone  then, 
it  would  perhaps  be  useless  to  give  the  poor  the 
soup.  This  is  the  worst  time  of  the  year;  people 
are  out  of  work.    I  hope  we  shall  concur. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
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men  from  Wards  12  and  16.  I  believe  there  is  a 
point  of  honor  in  this  matter.  I  would  sacrifice 
everything  for  honor  except  the  lives  of  the 
worthy  poor.  I  know  they  are  snffering.  I  only 
make  this  proposition  as  a  compromise  for  the 
sake  of  feecunK  the  poor.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  next  City  Council  will  not  prevail,  for 
the  reason  which  my  colleague  has  given.  The 
suffering  is  intense;  hundreds  are  out  of  employ- 
ment. I  had  occasion  to  visit  the  rooms  of  the 
©verseers  of  the  Poor  ytsterday,  a»?d  I  hardly 
dare  to  tell  here  that  which  called  me  there,  be- 
cause my  blood  boiled  in  my  veins  when  I  heard 
the  responses  and  saw  the  hungry  and  naked  sit- 
ting about  there.  Poor,  wrecked,  naked  humani- 
ty—for God's  sake  let  us  protect  them  while  we 
can ;  and  let  courtesy  and  honor  wait  awhile ! 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — 1  do  not  think  it  would 
be  best  to  refer  this  order  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. It  seems  to  me  the  best  way  would  be 
to  adhere  to  our  previous  vote.  Then  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  have  one  more  chance  to  do 
what  we  think  is  right.  If  we  refer  it  to  the  next 
City  Government  we  would  then  be  responsible  for 
the  delay  occasioned.  Then  If  they  refuse  to  make 
a  concession  to  this  branch  the  responsibility  will 
rest  on  them. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  think  that  any  further 
delay  will  rest  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is 
a  lamentable  fact  that  almost  every  order  passed 
by  this  branch  in  the  cause  of  humanity  has  been 
opposed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  am  willing  to  accept 


the  amendment  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10. 

The  President  decided  that  the  motion  to  refer 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  Perkins— Then  I  renew  the  motion  to  ad- 
here. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
adhere  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  inquired  the  effect  of  lay- 
ing the  motion  on  the  table,  and  the  President 
said  it  would  carry  the  whole  order. 

Mr.  Cawley— The  whole  object  of  this  delay  is 
to  cheat  the  poor  out  of  the  iJSOOO.  They  need  it, 
and  every  sensible  man  knows  it,  and  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  for  getting  rid  of  it.  Certain  gentle- 
men desire  to  have  this  money  distributed  accord- 
ing to  their  own  particular  views,  and  it  seems  to 
me  a  very  unfair  way  to  treat  it.  I  think  it  would 
be  more  manly  for  gentlemen  to  waive  their  in- 
dividual preferences  and  vote  to  eive  the  poor 
the  soup,  for  they  need  it. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  lost— 6  for,  43 
against— and  the  motion  to  adhere  was  lost — 33  for, 
34  against. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  Council 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  Council  has  concurred  al- 
ready, the  vote  refusing  to  adhere  being  equiva- 
lent to  a  vote  to  recede  from  the  amendment, 
the  original  order  having  already  been  passed  in 
concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Proceedingrs  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER     -!-!,    1H^4. 


Regular  weekly  meetiup;  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderuiau  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Twenty-two  grand  and  thirty-six  traverse  jurors 
were  drawn  for  the  January  term  of  the  Sufenor 
Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  OiHcers— John  Seymour,  75  Pitts 
street  and  its  vicinity;  Levi  Holt,  Hollis-street 
Church  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessoi's'  Depart- 
ment. D.  Banks  McKenzie,  that  thp  taxes  as- 
sessed upon  the  Appleton  Temporary  Home  may 
be  refunded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  William  Washbuiu,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Fifth 
street,  rear  of  No.  215. 

D.iniel  M.  O'Connell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Winshij  street, 
near  SVashington  street,  War(i  19. 
■  I).  D.  I'lke,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  seven  horses  on  Medford  street,  No.  305. 

D.  Banks  McKenzie,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Fourth  street,  ad- 
joining No.  40. 

To  the  Joint  Comm,ittee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Smith  &  Jacobs,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Piyiupton  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Cyrus  White  $275  as  rent  due  for 
armory  of  Company  A,  Fir.-t  Regiment  of  Infan- 
tr> .    Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  accept  chapter  214  of  acts 
of  1874,  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to  establish 
and  maintain  iiublic  bath  houses.  Order  nassed— 
yeas  11,  nays  0. 

THE   LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to  the 
Law  Department,  so  as  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Assistrint  Solicitor,  to  be 
called  the  "City  Conveyancer,"  and  another  to  be 
called  the  "Legislative  Counsel";  also  to  author- 
ize the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  employ,  when- 
ever the  exigency  arises,  extra  counsel  for  man- 
ag'^inent  of  city  causes  (City  Doc.  No.  Ill),  came 
up  in  the  regular  order  among  unfinished  busi- 
ness, the  question  being  upon  the  pas'^age  of  the 
ordinance. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  desire,  as  one  member  of 
thi-;  lioard,  that  the  committee  who  saw  fit  to 
offer  this  ordinance  should  give  some  explanation 
of  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— This  subject  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  some  months  ago, 
and  it  has  had  their  best  consideration.  In  con- 
sultation with  the  City  Solicitor  and  in  observing 
the  business  of  his  department,  they  have  -lome 
to  the  conclusion  that  more  help  is  needed  there ; 
that  the  business  of  the  city  suffers  in  conse- 
quence of  a  lack  of  force  in  that  department  at 
the  presenc  time.  The  force  of  this  department 
has  not  been  increased  since  186S  until 
last  year,  when  one  Assistant  Solicitor  was  ap- 
pointed, making  the  number  three,  instead  of  two 
rs  formerly.  Since  1868  it  must  be  obvious  to 
every  on^  in  this  Board  that  the  business  of  Jthat 
dep.irtment  has  increased  immensely.  All  the 
business  incident  to  annexation  has  been  thrown 
upon  them,  besides  the  general  increase  of  busi- 
ness which  occurs  year  by  year.  Annexation  has 
of  course  thrown  a  very  large  amount  of  business 
into  the  hands  of  this  department.  The  city  of 
Charlestown  had  its  own  solicitor,  and  other 
towns  and  cities  annexed  had  their  legal  advisers, 
and  all  that  legal  business  has  been  put  upon  this 
department  since  annexation,  so  that  it  is  im- 
possible, at  the  present  time,  for  the  business 
pertaming  thereto  to  be  properly  managed 
and  cared  for  without  additional  force.  An  order 
was  passed  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  employ  temporary  assistance,  and  they 
have  been  obliged  to  do  so  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year.  Now  it  is  asked  to  appoint  an  addi- 
tional City  Solicitor  to  be  a  permanent  officer,  and 


the  committee  deemed  the  request  a  reasonable 
one.  The  betterment  law  and  the  building  act 
have  made  an  immense  amount  of  business 
for  this  department;  the  number  of  trials 
which  grow  out  of  iliose  acts  is  very 
lar^e,  and  it  i  impo  sitie  to  clear  them  off 
with  the  pref^ent  force  in  the  City  So- 
licitor's office.  'Ihere  are  at  the  present  mo- 
ment between  thiee  and  four  hundred  cases  on 
the  docket,  and  the  number  is  increasing.  Some- 
times it  has  happened  that  the  City  Solicitor  and 
all  his  assistants  have  been  engaged  in  court  at 
the  same  time  on  different  trials.  The  adversaries 
of  the  city  in  this  business  have  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  city,  by  having  one  or  more  of  the 
most  distinguished  counsel  in  the  city  who  pre- 
pare the.r  cases  at  leisure  and  have  all  the  assist- 
ance they  need,  while  the  City  Solicitor  and  his 
assistants  have  but  little  time,  in  the  magnitude 
of  the  business,  to  prepare  themselves,  and  gener- 
ally they  have  to  try  them  alone,  which  is  certain- 
ly a  great  disadvantage,  and  1  have  no  doubt  the 
city  loses  cases  which  would  otherwise  termi- 
nate the  other  way.  The  establishment  of 
the  minor  courts  in  the  outlying  flistricts 
has  also  increased  the  demands  upon  this 
office.  There  are  many  cases  ot  importance 
which  the  legal  gen.lemen  prefer  to  bring  in 
those  courts,  and  that  takes  force  away  from  the 
central  office,  am!  thereby  the  business  is  in- 
creased very  nucli.  There  are  se\tnty-tive  cases 
to  be  tried  at  Dedham  gr»wi'ig  out  of  better- 
ments or  other  causes  in  "West  Roxbury,  and  of 
course  that  is  an  additional  burtlen  upon  the 
office  of  the  City  Solicitor.  1  think  1  may  say, 
without  tear  of  contradiction,  that  there  is  no 
officer  in  the  service  of  ihe  ('ity  wio  devotes  so 
many  hours  to  the  duaes  of  his  office  as  Mr. 
Healy.  1  am  sure  he  would  not  make  an  unrea- 
sonable request  for  help,  and  none  at  all,  were  it 
not  for  the  be^t  interest  of  *he  city. 

Alderman  Cutter— How  much  has  been  paid  for 
outside  assistance  this  year? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  cannot  answer  that  ques- 
tion. I  did  not  anticipate  being  called  upon  for 
that  information. 

Alderman  Cutter— ft  seems  to  me,  then,  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  have  listened  to  the 
wishes  of  the  City  Solicitcn's  Department,  and 
are  desirous  of  gratifying  those  wishes,  from  their 
statement.  They  have  come  here  every  year 
for  assistance;  there  is  no  harm  in  that;  the 
harm  is  in  granting  all  they  desire.  Now,  as  re- 
gards the  prospective  wants  of  the  city  in  the  fu- 
ture :  Every  Alderman  will  admit  that  we  have  no 
improvements  in  view  as  the  Suffolk  or  Church 
street  districts,  wliere  there  are  many  titles  to  be 
examined  before  the  real  estate  can  be  conveyed 
to  the  city.  The  times  do  not  demand  such  im- 
provements in  the  future,  and  of  course  we  shall 
not  demand  so  much  service  from  the 
City  Solicitor.  Such  improvements,  I  trust,  l.ave 
come  to  an  end,  and  we  are  not  going  to  spend 
money  as  freely  as  we  have  in  the  past  three  years, 
and  in  that  case  we  shall  not  need  the  opinion  and 
labor  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  much  as  we  have  for 
three  years.  I  always  notice  that  it  you  establish 
or  increase  a  salaried  office  in  this  City  Hall,  you 
do  not  abolish  it;  once  e-tablished  it  can  never  be 
abolished.  We  have  one  City  Solicitor  and  three 
assistants,  and  I  desire  to  inform  the  gentleman 
that  we  have  paid  out  $1400  this  last  year  for  ex- 
tra assistance.  I  hoped  to  obtain  that  informa- 
tion from  the  committee,  but  fearing  I  would  not, 
I  got  it  elsewhere.  If  you  employ  two  more 
officers  you  will  not  pay  them  less  than  $4000,  as  it 
will  not  do  to  employ  cheap  lawyers,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  we  will  increase  the  expense 
of  this  department  $5000  for  wha+  we  have 
got  on  with  for  $1400  this  year.  1  thin'ii  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  have  had  authority  to  employ 
extra  help  in  the  C'ty  Solicitor's  Department 
when  it  is  needled  ;  and  as  to  the  cases  in  Dedham, 
I  venture  to  say  th'^  t  the  City  Solicitor  of  West 
Roxbury  will  be  employed,  and  he  will  bring  in 
his  bill  and  the  city  wifl  have  to  pay  it.  The  So- 
licitors of  Charlestown  and  Brighton  aie  better 
acquainted  with  the  cases  from  there,  and  it 
would  be  better  to  employ  them;  s-o  if  you  ap- 
point two  more  Solicitors  it  will  not  help  you  any 
on  these  cases  that  have  accumulated  by  annexa- 
tion. 1  see  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
have  thought  proper,  when  emergency  calls  for  it, 
to  employ  additional  help,  and  it  does  seem  to  me 
tliivt  that  is  the  best  way  to  have  it.  When  the 
Legislature  is  in  session  it  is  supposed 
that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters    of      this    Board    will     attend     to     those 
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duties  -with  such  assistance  as  they  can 
obtain  from  Mr.  Stackpole,  anil  no  new  assistant 
who  could  be  appointed  would  adtl  any  weiglit  or 
strength  to  them.  If  this  Board  are  conversant 
with  that  department,  I  hope  tliey  will  not  jiass 
this  ordinance;  and  if  they  are  not  I  hope  they 
will  make  themselves  so  before  p  issing  it. 

Alderman  l're>cott— 1  do  not  at  all  agree  with 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by  the  A"Wer- 
man  from  Ward  6,  nor  do  I  believe  in  the  advisa- 
bility of  passing  the  ordinance  now  before  the 
Boaid.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  at  the  last 
meeting  stated,  in  regard  to  the  City  Solicitors' 
Department,  that,  "We  have  increased  them  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years,  from  one  to  four  and  now 
they  asked  to  be  'increased  to  six."  I  underictand 
that  instead  of  incieasing  the  number  from  one  to 
four  during  the  last  two  years,  that  we  have  not 
increased  them  for  two  years. 

Alderman  Cutter  If  that  is  the  record,  1  cer- 
tainly was  misunderstood,  for  it  is  incorrect.  I 
said,""tlie  la»t  few  years." 

Alderman  Frescott— I  thought  he  could  not  have 
been  reported  correctly,  for,  if  1  e  were,  it  was  a 
gross  mistake.  The  legal  department  has  been 
increased  but  once  since  1868,  and  that  a  year  or 
two  ago, when  Mr.  Carret  was  appointed  at  a  sala- 
ry of  .'S2000  only ;  so  that  the  salaries  are  only  a  lit- 
tle more  than  in  1868,  when  the  valuation  was  less 
than  $500,000,000,  and  today  it  is  eight  hundred 
millions,  an  increase  of  sixty  per  cent.  I  venture 
to  say  that  during  those  seven  years  the  business 
of  the  legal  department  has  increased  more  than 
100  per  cent. — very  much  more  tlian  100  pei  cent. 
by  the  passage  of  the  betterment  act  alone,  bj' 
which  the  city  was  authorized  to  make  certain 
assessments  on  estates  for  widening  and  extend- 
ing streets,  and  which  nas  brought  thousginfls  of 
cases  into  the  City  Solicitor's  office  for  adjust- 
ment; so  also  the  passage  of  the  building  act,  the 
establishment  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  the 
Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters.  I  believe  that  the 
force  of  the  Oity  Solicitor's  Department  should  be 
much  i)icrease(i.  VVe  are  now  imposing  more  bur- 
dens upon  that  office  thin  they  can  carry.  1  know 
that  the  City  Solicitoi  has  not  had  a  day  during 
the  present  year  that  he  could  absent  himself 
from  hij  office,  and  probably  he  and  his  assistants 
work  more  hours  thali  any  officer  in  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  I  hone  this  depart- 
ment will  be  reorganised,  as  I  trust  it  will  be  when 
we  have  the  new  city  charter  before  us.  But  my 
main  objection  to  the  ordinance  is  as  follows : 

"Section  2.  During  the  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lature the  Mayor  shall  nonunate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, appoint,  a  counsellor  at  law,  to  be  known 
as  the  'Legislative  Counsel'  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  heretofore  pro- 
vided by  ordinance  to  be  done  by  the  City  Solic- 
itor and  assistant  solicitors,  so  far  as  ihey  relate 
to  matters  before  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
weaUh.  or  any  committee  thereof;  and  who  shall 
perform  all  other  professional  duties,  incident  to 
his  office,  which  may  be  required  of  him  by  the 
Mayor,  the  City  Council,  or  either  branch  of  the 
City  Council,  or  by  the  Committee  thereof  on 
Legislative  Matters.  Said  Legislative  Counsel 
shall  hold  office  only  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Legislature,  and  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  may  be  determined  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances." 

I  have  two  objections  to  that  section.  This 
Legislative  Counsel  is  to  be  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  from  the  City  Solicitor's  office.  I  do  not 
think  any  such  office  should  be  created,  or  that 
any  officer  performing  l(!gal  services  for  the  city 
of  Boston  should  not  be  directly  under  the  City 
Solicitor,  Mr.  Healy.  Certainly^  while  distinct 
from  that  office,  he  could  not  go  to  tlie  City  Solic- 
itor with  the  fieedom  that  be  could  if  he 
were  an  officer  of  that  department.  Secondly,  I 
object  to  the  clause  which  gives  power  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  establish  the  salary 
of  that  officer ;  I  think  it  should  be  regulated  by 
the  City  Council.  Soal<o,  1  object  to  the  third 
section  which  gives  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
authority  to  procure  such  additional  assistance 
for  the  Law  Department  "for  the  time  being  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  and  establish  the  com- 
pensation therefor."  My  objection  to  this  sec- 
tion is  not  so  serious  as  to  the  second,  but  I 
•Should  not  deem  it  advisable  to  pass  it.  My  main 
point  in  this  change  of  ordinance  is  that  the  Leg- 
islative Counsel  which  it  is  proposed  to  appoint  is 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  the  City  Solic- 
itor's Department.  I  believe  ".hat  officer  would 
soon  degenerate  into  a  lobbyist,  instead  of  being 


a  legal  counsel  for  the  city.    I  therefore  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  section  2. 

Alderman  Bigelow— Before  that  motion  is  put,  I 
propose  to  offer  an  amendment  to  section  2  which 
I  think  will  remove  the  objection  of  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  nis  seat.  1  move  o 
strike  out  the  wliole  of  the  fourth  line  and  the 
part  of  the  fifth  line  which  reads,  "to  be  know  n  as 
thLegislxtive  Counsel  of  the  city  of  Boston,  who 
shall  perforin  all,"  and  to  insert  instead  thereof 
the  words  "to  assist  in,"  so  that  it  will  read,  "ap- 
point, a  ct  unsellor  at  law,  to  assist  in  the  duties 
heretofore  provided  by  ordinance,' etc.  1  think 
that  will  obviate  the  objection  which  the 
gentleman  raised.  Section  H  is  intended  to  pro- 
vide by  ordinance  what  has  been  done  by  an  order 
heretofore,  which  has  to  be  passed  every  year, 
which  it  will  not  be  necessary  co  do  if  it  is' put  in 
the  form  of  an  ordinance. 

Alderman  Bower— As  it  is  geneially  understood 
that  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  arrange  a  new  city 
charter  are  about  re?dyto  report,  and  as  every 
one  expects  that  the  City  Solicitor's  office  w  ill  be 
entirely  reorganized,  1  move  that  this  whole  mat- 
ter be  reteried  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Ahlerman  Broooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  states  that  there  has  been  only  one  addition  to 
the  City  Solicitor's  Department.  I  think  there 
has  been  one  more  addition,  in  the  shape  of  a 
clerk,  which  makes  two  additions  since  1870.  I 
think  1  am  correct  in  that  information.  As  the 
gentleman  has  stated,  1  believe  we  are  to  have 
a  new  city  charter  very  soon,  and  1  hope  this 
question  will  go  ovei-,  so  that  the  department 
may  be  reorganized  and  we  can  give  them  what 
assistance  they  need. 

Alderman  Bigelow — 1  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  In  case  the  new  city  choriei- shoidd  be 
reported  it  is  not  likely  to  be  adopted  for  a  vei-y 
long  time ;  it  will  require  a  great  deal  of  discus- 
sion—meanwhile,  the  exigency  in  the  City  Solici- 
tor's office  exists.  I  meant  to  have  said  in  rela- 
tion to  the  remark  of  tbe  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
in  regard  to  the  compensation  being  fixed  by 
the  Committee  on  Ordiriances,  that  the  sessions 
of  the  Legislature  are  not  of  uniform  length,  and 
it  would  s^eem  to  be  better  to  have  the  compensa- 
tion regulated  by  the  term  of  service.  I  trust 
that  the  amendmen-  I  have  offered  will  be  adopt- 
ed and  the  ordinance  passed. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Council  was 
lost — yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yea's — Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Power — 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthingtou— 8. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances have  not  appeared  here  with  a  perfect  or- 
dinance, and  as  I  presume  they  do  not  want  to 
recommend  one  that  is  imperfect,  1  move  that  it 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

ihe  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 1  for,  7 
against. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment,  so  that  Alderman  Bigelow's  amend- 
ment to  my  amendment  will  be  an  amendment  to 
the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject lie  upoii  the  table,  and  for  this  reason :  I 
would  like  to  have  a  report  from  this  Committee 
on  Ordinances  as  to  what  the  duties  of  the  pres- 
ent Assistant  Solicitors  are, — whether  they  are 
allowed  to  perforin  any  other  duty  than  business 
strictly  belonging  to  the  city,  or  wdiether 
they  are  allowed  to  take  any  fees  from  anybody 
for  business  that  they  do.  I  think  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter  that  we  should  know  that  they  do 
not  do  any  business  but  that  which  strictly  be- 
longs to  the  city.  If  that  is  so  great  that  they  are 
not  able  to  do  it  in  a  proper  manner,  I  should  be 
willing  to  vote  them  extr  i  assistance ;  but  if  they 
are  doing  other  business  and  receiving  pay  for  it, 
I  think  this  Board  should  know  it,  that  this'matter 
may  stand  right.  I  do  not  want  to  judge  those 
people  harshly  or  unjustly;  and  with  the  knowl- 
edge 1  have  on  tbe  subject,  at  present,  per- 
haps, I  may  be  doing  them  an  injustice,  when 
I    vote    against  giving    them    extra   assistance. 

Alderman  Peters — 1  can  answer  the  interroga- 
tory of  the  gentleman  by  saying  that  fees  are  al-  \ 
lowed.  It  is  a  thing  I  have  objected  to  through 
the  whole  year.  I  have  been  told  that  the  fees  of 
one  of  the  solicitors  amounted  in  one  year  to 
$1500,  and  now  it  is  about  $600.  Of  course, 
in  the  examination  of  papers,  it  is  left 
to  the  officers  to  object  to  a  paper  that  is  drawn 
up  by  any  other  lawyer,  if  he  can  make  a 
new  one  and  receive  a  dollar  for  it.  If  he  does 
not  get  pay  enough,   it   should   be   increased. 
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knew  of  a  case,  tbe  other  day,  where  releases 
were  tieedetl  from  some  tenants,  when  one  release 
might  have  been  signed  by  the  eleven  persons; 
wheieas  eleven  releases  had  t-  be  drawii.  1  be- 
lieve It  is  the  I'icy's  business  to  stop  all  such  pro- 
ceedings a*  that,  and  thai,  those  fees  t  hould  De 
paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  take  it  upon  myself  to 
say  that  the  entire  time  of  the  City  Solicitor  and 
his  assistants  is  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  city, 
and,  as  I  stated  before,  the  City  Solicitor  works 
more  hours  than  any  other  man  in  the  employ  of  the 
city,  often  from  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  late 
in  the  evening,  and  to  such  an  extent  has  he  been 
engaged  that  he  has  not  left  the  city  for  an  hour's 
recreation  during  the  past  whole  "year.  I  think 
the  fees  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  trom  Ward 
17  are  a  mere  bagatelle.  Mr.  Garret,  the  convey- 
ancer, is  allowed  certain  fees.  His  salary  is 
$2000,  and  1  do  not  think  his  extra  fees  amount 
to  $500,  or  anything  like  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  did  not  ask  for  any  inform- 
ation so  far  as  Mr.  Healy  is  concerned;"  for  1  am 
well  aware  that  he  devotes  more  time  to  the  city 
than  we  could  reasonably  demand  of  him.  It  was 
111  regard  to  his  subordinates  tliatl.wantei'  inform- 
ation, and  It  appears  now  that  we  have  not  got 
all  the  information.  I  therefore  hope  the  ordi- 
nance will  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  we  will 
get  all  the  information  that  i=  i)ossible,  so  that  I 
may  vote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  justice  to  all 
concerned.  If  it  is  not  laid  on  the  table,  I  must 
vote  against  any  assistance  as  the  matter  stands 
now. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table  for  a  week. 
1  am  informed  that  there  are  matters  in 
the  first  section  that  can  be  arranged  without 
employing  an  additional  attorney.  Mr.  Carret, 
who  searches  all  the  titles,  can  do  all  this  work, 
and  from  the  remarks  of  the  Aldeiman  from 
Ward  6 — and  he  is  a  good  judge  of  that,  for  he  has 
been  in  the  Govemment  four  years— there  will  not 
be  so  much  work  for  Mr.  Carret  during  the  next 
year.  If  this  is  laid  over  for  a  week  we  can  see 
whether  if  can  be  arranged.  I  am  free  to  say  that 
I  do  not  like  tlus  idea  of  Legislative  Counsel 
We  have  Mr.  Stackpole,  who  has  done  the  duty 
well,  and  who  knows  it,  and  can  do  it  better  than 
anybody  else.  He  is  a  salaried  officer  of  the  city 
and  we  could  not  employ  him,  and  it  is  evidently 
the  intention,  by  this  order,  to  employ  another 
man.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  had  better  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  so  that  we  can  have  time  to  see  if 
something  cannot  be  arranged. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  satisfied  that  if  you  ap- 
point a  new  man  to  do  this  legislative  business 
other  than  Mr.  Stackpole,  the  city's  interest  will 
suffer.  That  is  my  judgment.  He  is  the  man  of 
all  others  that  should  do  this  work.  1  am  sur- 
prised that  gentlemen  of  this  Board,  who  seem  to 
have  streaks  of  economy,  should  be  willing,  as  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9  seems  to  be,  to  increase 
the  expenses  of  ttiis  Government  by  employing 
more  salaried  officers,  and  to  give  "us  only  the 
short  time  since  the  last  meeting  to  look  into  this 
matter,  wuich  was  ordered  to  be  printed  at  the 
last  meeting  and  laid  over,  and  we  have  not  had 
time  to  look  into  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
economy  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  is  penny 
wise  and  pound  foolish.  I  hope  this  matter  wiU 
not  be  laid  over  to  go  to  a  new  Government,  and 
cause  a  delay  of  two  or  three  mor.the,  while  the 
city's  business  will  be  only  one-half  done,  and 
perhaps  with  detriment  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
think  it  must  be  evident  to  every  man  who  has 
investigated  the  City  Solicitor's  Department  that 
we  are  not  furnishing  him  with  a  properly 
equipped  department.  That  department  has  not 
less  than  seventy-three  cases  in  this  county,  and 
fifteen  important  cases  are  to  be  tried  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  several  are  to  be  carried  before 
the  full  bench,  besides  some  five  or  ten  or  a  dozen 
in  counties  a  Ijoining  Suffolk  County.  I  do  not 
think  we  should  hesitate  in«regard  to  giving  that 
department  more  help,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  some  officer  receives  three  or  four  hun- 
dred dollars  in  fees.  The  result  of  that  will  be 
that  such  officer  does  get  such  fees,  and  that 
when  his  salary  was  fixed  it  was  expected  he 
would  receive  those  fees  from  parties  who  are 
obliged  to  furnish  papers  to  the  city,  and  I  think 
those  papers  could  be  furnished  better  by  persons 
in  the  department  than  by  those  outside.  I  think 
we  should  have  a  properly  equipped  L,aw  Depart- 
ment, and  that  we  should  not  demand  a  man's 
time  from  sunrise  to  sunset.    I  do  not  believe  the 


business  of  this  depai  tiuent  will  become  less 
than  It  has  be^n  in  the  past.  We  have  passed 
very  many  important  orders  for  widening 
and  exreufling  streets,  and  the  work  remains  vo  be 
done  in  jthe  coming  years.  There  is  the  North- 
ampton-street district;  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
6  mu>t  know  that  we  must  have  the  counsel  and 
advice  of  the  City  Solicitor,  't  seems  to  me  that 
we  cannot  do  a  wrong  thing  in  giving  help  to  that 
department,  and  if  there  is  any  question  to  be 
raised  in  regard  to  the  fees  received  by  some  as- 
sistant in  that  office,  let  that  be  inves"tigated  at 
the  proper  time ;  but  let  us  not  defeat  this  meas- 
ure, and  thereby  deprive  the  Law  Department  of 
this  city  of  Boston  of  the  help  it  should  have.  I 
say  by  authority  that  no  city  in  this  country  car- 
ries on  its  legal  department  "as  cheaply  as  ours  is 
today;  something  like  $16,000  expended  to 
look  after  the  legal  interests  of  a  city 
with  eight  hundred  millions  valuation,  with 
the  most  important  matters  affecting  the 
ifiterests  of  the  city  continually  coming  u)'  in 
the  courts  and  before  legis^lative  committees.  The 
effect  is  that  tf.e  City  Solicitor  has  lo  go  into  court 
with  insufficient  help ;  and  there  is  no  cne  in  the 
department  you  can  call  upon,  because  they  have 
so  much  other  work  to  do,  and  he  is  called  there 
not  only  to  cross-question  witnesses  but  to  take 
down  the  minutes,  whereas  the  client  upon  the 
other  side  has  full  counsel  and  proper  help.  In 
regard  to  the  conveyancing,  the  Alderman  must 
know  that  the  city  purchased  a  lot  of  ^md  a  few 
months  ago,  and  it  took  six  weeks  to  get  the 
papers  from  the  City  Solicitors  office,  not  from 
any  neglect  of  the  officers,  but  because  of  the 
business  they  had  to  attend  to,  and  the  city  came 
near  losing  "the  land.  I  believe  such  things  will 
occur  an<l  continue  to  occur  to'the  city's  interest, 
both  in  the  courts  and  Legislature,  while  at  the 
same  time  members  of  this  Board  ano  city  officers 
have  to  consult  the  City  Solicitor  il  in  o.t  continu- 
ally. 

The  Chairman  reminded  members  that  debate 
was  not  in  oider  if  objections  were  made. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  last  up.  He  talk's  about  the 
Northami)ton-street  district  as  compared  with  the 
SuflolK-street  district.  The  city  has  not  taken  the 
Northampton-street  district,  and  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  conveyances.  The  city  took  the 
Suffolk-street  district  and  reconveyed  it  to  the 
owners.  There  is  no  such  w  ork  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district;  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  9 
knows  it,  and  he  should  not  convey  such  an  im- 
pression to  this  Board.  The  work  of  conveyancing 
on  the  Church  and  Suffolk-street  districts  was  enor- 
mous. There  are  no  improvements  suggested  that 
will  demand  such  assistance  from  the  L'ity  Solicit- 
or as  we  have,  and  therefore  that  is  no  argument 
for  an  increase  in  the  City  Solicitor's  Department, 
because  these  improvements  have  virtually  come 
to  an  end.  The  times  do  not  allow  the  spending 
of  money  as  it  has  been  done  in  the  last  few  years. 
As  to  the  cases  in  the  Supreme  Couit,  the  gentle- 
man knows  you  can  try  but  one  case  at  a  time, 
and  you  must  take  a  case  in  its  regular  order, 
and  there  is  no  need  for  extra  help  there.  The 
City  Solicitor  can  attend  to  the  Supreme  Court 
alone.  They  are  not  blocked  up  in  the  other 
courts,  and  when  they  are,  they  come  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  who  never  refused  to  give  what 
they  needed.  We  can  go  on  in  that  wav  in  the 
f  uttire  as  well  as  in  the  past.  This  is  only"  estab- 
lishing two  salaried  officers  which  will  cost  $5000 
a  year. 

Alderman  Brooks— Many  of  those  cases  are 
managed  like  this.  Bills  liave  been  presented  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims  by  the  attorneys  who 
had  the  cases  in  charge  at  the  time  of  annexation. 
In  one  case  the  bill  was  as  high  as  .?1100  for  legal 
services.  In  othtr  sections  of  the  citv  they  get  in 
quite  large  bills,  and  in  almost  all  of  them  they 
were  continued  by  the  attorneys  who  had  them  in 
charge  previous  to  annexation.  Therefore,  the 
argument  of  increased  business  on  account  of  an- 
nexation does  not  hold  good,  for  bills  have  come 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims  tor  services  ren- 
dered in  such  cases. 

Alderman  Worthington  suggested  that  a  meet- 
ing would  have  to  be  held  on  Thursday  next,  and 
after  consultation  it  was  voted— 6  for,  4  against— 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thursday 
next  at  two  o'clock  f.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  of  the  above  ordinance 
was  specially  assigned  for  2  P.  M.  on  Thursday 
next. 
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BOND  APPROVED. 

Tiie  bond  of  Daniel  B,  Curtis,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certifled,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITV  OFFICERS. 

Sujjrrinlcndent  of  Servers.  Schedules  of  the 
cost  of  constructinji  sewe's  as  follows :  Russell 
couit,  .1619.35;  Walnut  st?eer,  S^;i06.55 ;  Ninth  street, 
from  1  to  K,  $370.15;  Euiersou  street.  $646.35; 
Third  street,  from  NioO,  .S796.39;  Sixth  street, 
from  F  to  Dorchester,  .1?ini4.12;  Bedford  street, 
$729.94.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

Board  of  Health.  Communication  asking  per- 
mission to  use  $2000  of  their  general  quarantine 
appropiiation  to  defi  ay  the  expense  of  putting  a 
new  condenser  into  steamer  Samuel  Little,  in 
place  of  the  old  one,  which  is  now  unfit  for  use. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance^  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Worthiiigton,  with  \  request 
that  they  report  at  the  next  meeting,  and  sept 
down. 

THE   PRESENT   SYSTEM  OF  SEAVEKAGE. 

The  following  was  received,  and,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Worthiugtou,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  I 
Boston,  Dec.  17, 1874.     j 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council:  Gentlemen — AJ- 
though  in  our  annual  report  of  1873  and  again  in 
1874  we  called  the  attention  of  your  honorable 
body  to  the  great  importance  'of  a  change  in  our 
system  of  sewerage, we  deem  it  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  health  and  comfort  of  tne  city  at 
large,  but  more  especially  to  certain  portions  of 
it,  tliat  we  venture  again  to  urge  the  subject  in  a 
special  communication. 

There  are  several  jjl.ices  in  which  the  evil  is  al- 
ready so  great  that  we  mention  them  in  particu- 
lar. 

First — The  old  Roxbuiy  Canal,  crossing  under 
Albany  street  near  Chester  ])ark. 

Second — The  Stony  Brook  sewer,  uischarging 
upon  the  Back  Bay  Hats. 

Third--The  Muddy  Brook  sewer,  between  Brook- 
line  avenue  and  Downer  street,  in  AVard  15. 

Rox  ury  Canal,  so  called,  leads  in  from  the 
South  Bay,  is  about  fifty  feet  wide  and  two  thou- 
sand feet  long,  reaching  nearly  to  Harrison  ave- 
ime.  The  tide  flows  in  and  out  but  sluggishly. 
Into  this  three  or  foui-  large  sewers  pour  their 
contents,  and  when  the  tide  recedes  there  is  left 
but  very  shoal  filthy  water,  through  which  the 
foul  gases  from  the  putrid  bottom  can  be  seen 
bubbling  into  the  atmosphere.  At  low  tide  a 
considerable  portion  of  this  filthy  bottom  is  left 
bare,  giving  olf  the  most  sickening  and  even 
dangerous  effluvia  into  a  thickly  populated  neigh- 
borhood. In  Northampton  street,  Chester  park, 
Springfield  street,  Harrison  avenue,  Albany  street, 
and  especially  at  the  City  Hospital  where  there  is 
a  daily  average  of  230  patients  who  require  pure 
air,  the  stench  from  the  Roxbury  Canal  is  often 
observed  and  exceedingly  annoying. 

The  Stony  Brook  sewer,  which  conveys  the 
sewage  of  more  than  half  of  the  former'city  of 
Roxbury,  or  now  about  thirty  thousand  inhabit- 
ants, terminates  at  the  west  side  of  Parker 
street,  when,  at  low  tide,  this  immense  sewage  is 
left  to  trickle  over  the  muddy  fiats,  about  one 
hundred  acres  in  extent,  to  the  Charles  River  be- 
yond. Before  this  sewage  has  reached  a  point 
where  it  can  diverge  from  the  wharves  of  the  city 
it  will  have  travelled  more  than  one-half  of  the 
circumference  of  the  city  proper,  catching  at  the 
bridges,  wharves  and  upon  the    fiats  in  its  course. 

An  order  has  recently  been  passed  by  the  City 
Council  to  extend  the  chaiuel  of  the  Stony  Brook 
so  as  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  the  sewage 
upon  the  flats  next  Parker  stieet. 

In  addition  to  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  there  are 
eight  others  opening  into  Charles  River  above 
Cambridge  Bridge,  which,  \\ath  tneir  open  mouths 
at  low  tide  discharging  their  gases  into  the 
atmosphere  and  their  contents  into  shoal 
water  or  upon  flais  are  doing  a  great  share  in 
making  the  atmosphere  of  that  part  of  the  city 
skirting  the  river  and  Back  Bay,  at  times,  ab- 
solutely unfit  to  breathe. 

The  Muddy  BrooK  sewer  comino-  from  Brookline 
is  very  large,  opens  under  Brookline  avenue,  near 
Tremont  street,  and  is  then  an  open  sewer  in  the 
immediate  rear  of  dwelling  houses  between 
Brookline  avenue  and  Downer  street  for  a  dis- 
tance of  600  feet,  and  then  crosses  the  avenue 
again  into  the  town  of  Brookline.  The  water  in 
this  brook  gets  very  low  in  summer,  leaving   but 


little  besides  the  sewage  matter  to  flow  through 
it.  The  stench  from  this  is  very  bad,  and  tne 
people  who  live  near  it  justly  complain.  This 
sewer  ought  to  be  covered  at  once  for  a  distance 
of  about  600  feet  to  prevent  evil  results  which 
must  inevitably  come  f  I  om  its  present  condition. 

The  places  mentioned,  although  the  worst,  are 
not  all  to  which  we  invite  attention.  The  city 
proper  being  nearly  surrounded  by  tide  water  anil 
flats,  is  to  ihe  same  extent  literally  fringed  with 
the  open  mouths  of  sewers  discharging  their  gases 
into  the  atmosphere  and  their  other  contents  upon 
the  shoals  which  aie  left  bare  next  the  sea  wall 
and  under  the  wharves  b>  the  receding  tide. 

The  result  is  that  at  low  tide,  and  espe- 
cially in  suinmei,  about  the  wh"rves  and  skirts 
of  the  city,  where  thousands  of  the  laboring  class 
must  work  during  the  day,  and  maiiy  more  will 
resort  for  a  cool  breeze  in  the  eveniny;,  tne  air,  in- 
stead of  being  pure  and  cool  from  the  water  as  it 
should  be,  is  polluted  and  made  dangerous  by  the 
foul  breath  of  the  sewers. 

That  oia-  prevalent  summer  diseases  are  lareely 
influenced  by  this  poisoned  atmosphere  there 
can  ))e  no  sort  of  doubt.  The  best  remedy 
for  the  evil  complained  of  may  not  be 
so  apparent  as  the  evil  itself.  We  beg  to  suggest, 
however,  that  whatever  disposition  is  ultimately 
made  of  the  sewage,  whether  carried  inland 
and  utilized,  or  seaward  and  lost,  it  should 
not  be  discharged  at  all  points  in  the  circum- 
ferei  ce  of  our  city.  If  it  is  to  be  discharged  into 
the  sea — and  this  for  Boston  seems  the  most  prac- 
ticable— there  shouhl  be  the  least  possible  num- 
ber of  outlets,  and  those  well  out  into  the 
channel  of  the  harbor.  We  believe  the  time 
has  come  when  large  main  sewers  which  can  be 
relied  on  for  ths  next  century  to  collect  and  con- 
vey the  sewage  of  all  others  to  a  proper  place  for 
disposal  or  to  the  sea,  should  be  laid.  We  believe 
that  the  very  best  interests  of  the  city,  public 
economy  and  the  public  health  would  be  well 
served  by  beginning  this  work  with  the  least 
necessary  delay. 

The  discharge  ot  sewage  into  Charles  River  and 
the  South  Bay  is  a  constantly  growing  evil 
which  already  annoys  and  discomforts  many,  and 
if  permitted  to  go  on  must  soon  exert  a  very  se- 
rious influence  upon  the  health  of  the  entire  city. 
This  danger  can  be  averted  by  carrying  the  sew- 
age of  the  city  propc,  of  East  Boston  and  Chailes- 
town  District  by  one  large  main  from  each  fully 
into  the  channel  of  the  harbor,  where,  in  deep  water 
and  strong  currents,  the  material  will  be  so  dissi- 
pated and  acted  upon  by  the  salt  water  as  to  become 
harmless  and  unobjectionable  to  the  senses  be- 
fore it  can  be  lodged  about  the  city  by  flood  tide. 
That  of  South  Boston  and  of  the  Highland  and 
Dorchester  districts  should  be  carried  well  into 
deep  water  in  Dorchester  Bay. 

To  carry  out  these  suggestions  would  require 
surveying  and  advice  of  competent  engineers  who 
would  carefully  consider  and  report  not  only  the 
best  course  and  plan  for  these  mains,  but  what 
they  would  need  to  be,  without  alteration,  for  the 
next  fifty  or  one  hundred  years. 

There  are  many  places  within  the  limits  of  the 
city,  especially  in  the  newly  annexed  territory, 
where,  although  a  supply  of  water  has  been  fur- 
nished, there  are  no  means  of  getting  lid  of  it 
after  it  has  done  its  service,  and  the  result  is  a 
perfect  saturation  of  the  soil  abotit  the  dwellings 
by  the  vast  overflow  of  cesspools  and  vaults. 
Typhoid  fever  and  other  preventable  diseases  are 
frequent  lu  these  places,  and  we  fear  must  con- 
tinue to  be  until  proper  sewerage  is  instituted. 

While  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  wate''  pipes  have 
anywhere  preceded  the  layiric:  of  sewers,  it  is  but 
fair  to  say  that  the  supply  of  pure  water  from  the 
pipes,  in  some  of  the  sections  referred  to,  had 
"become  a  necessity,  and  the  people  would  have 
suffered,  but  in  a  little  different  way,  without  it. 

In  many  instances  the  well  water  gets  vitiated 
in  quality,  or  deficient  in  quantity,  and  the  supply 
from  the  pipes  becomes  a  great  blessing. 

We  would  respectfullj'  recommend  all  possible 
hastening  of  the  sewers,  and  a  halting  of  the  water 
pipes  in  those  sections  where  the  two  are  not  now 
associated.  The  Board  of  Health. 

Bv  A.  W.  BOARDMAN,  Chairman. 

RAILROAD  LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  accepting  the  location  on  Wash- 
ington street,  formerly  Shawmut  avenue;  from 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  accepting  the  loca- 
tions on  Albany,  Utica  and  Kneeland  streets. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 
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SALE  OF  BAGGAGE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Corporation  for  leave  to  sell  by 
auction  certain  baggage  left  at  their  depot  since 
July  1, 1874.  Referreil  to  a  special  committee  con- 
sisting of  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Bigelow. 

JAIL   EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  ,f  19G8.09  for  expenses  of  the 
jail  for  December.    Ordered  paid. 

ALBANY-STREET   BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordereil,  That  Albany-street  Bridge,  over  Rox- 
bury  Canal,  be  closed  to  public  travel  on  Dec.  29, 
1874,  and  remain  closed  until  certain  repairs  aie 
completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  that  the  execu- 
tive nominations  of  the  following-named  persons 
for  police  officers  be  confirmed:  James  G.  Arbe- 
cam,  Paul  Woodworth,  Edgar  A.  Hicks,  Thomas 
W.  Coleman,  Richard  F.  Irish,  George  W.  Lane, 
Z.  Taylor  Stevens,  Sidney  E.  f  aimer,  Estell  W. 
Lincoln,  Edward  F.  Gaskin,  Byron  Richards, Mar- 
tin VV.  Roberts. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  confiimed. 

POST  OFFICE   SQUARE. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  order  giving  the 
name  of  "Post-office  square"  to  the  area  between 
Waier,  Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets,  with  pe- 
titions of  B.  F.  Brooks,  et  aJ.,  E.  R.  Mudge,  Saw- 
yer &  Co.  et  al.,  that  said  area  be  called  Farra- 
gut  square,  reported  that  the  committee  are  in 
favor  of  the  name  of  Po.-"t-offlce  square,  as  being 
the  more  appropiiate  one  to  designate  the  lo- 
cality. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  petition  of  Rear 
Admiral  Steedman,  and  thirty  other  United 
States  naval  oflicers,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  E. 
R.  Mudge,  Sawyer  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  said  square  be 
called  Farragut  square. 

Alderman  Brooks—]  would  like  the  committee 
to  give  us  some  reason  >vhy  Post  Office  square  is  a 
more  appropriate  name  than  Farragut  square. 

Alderman  Peters — That  petition  was  handed  to 
a  member  of  the  committee  and  tbe  other  mem- 
bers have  r'eeu  it,  but  tUey  still  think  that  Post 
Office  squ<xie  is  more  appropriate  and  more  eupho- 
nious. The  square  was  made  for  the  sake  of  hav- 
ing the<'ost  Office  there  ;  it  designates  the  locali- 
ty at  once,  and  I  think  it  is  a  better  sounding 
name,  with  all  respeci  to  the  gallant  admiral 
whose  deeds  should  be  sounded  abroad. 

Alderman  Worthington — Which  was  placed 
there  first,  the  Post  Office  or  the  square? 

Alderman  Peters — The  square  was  made  to  get 
the  Post  Office  there. 

Alderman  Worthington — That  is  not  answering 
my  (juestion. 

AUIerman  P-'ters— The  Post  Office  is  not  there 
yet.    Part  of  the  buililing  is  there. 

Alderman  Worthington— Was  not  the  square 
there  first? 

Alderman  Peters — The  square  was  laid  out  aftei' 
the  fire,  and  a  part  of  the  building  was  damaged 
in  the  great  fire.  The  buUding  does  not  extend  to 
the  S(]uare. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  words  "Far- 
ragut square"  be  substituted  for  "Post  Office 
square." 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Committee  on  Paving- 
had  this  matter  before  them  and  are  thorouglily 
conversant  with  it.  This  petition  has  been  sent  in 
since  the  last  meeting,  and  I  handed  it  to  my  as- 
sociates, but  it  was  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  I  have  presented  it  to  you.  But  that 
does  not  alter  the  views  of  the  committee,  nor  do 
we  believe  it  meets  the  views  of  the  merchants 
and  business  men.  The  committee  admit  that 
Farragut  square  might  be  a  good  name  for  some 
one  of  our  public  grounds,  but  it  ceitainly  is  more 
■business-like  to  call  this  place  Post  Office  square, 
and  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  25,000  names  could  be 
got  on  a  petition  to  call  it  Post  Office  square.  You 
may  take  it  for  granteil  that  all  who  wanted  it  called 
Farragut  square  signed  that  petition,  and  then  we 
may  consider  that  the  rest  of  the  citizens  are  in 
favor  of  calling  it  Post  Office  square. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  was  lost — yeas 
5,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Harris,  Fres- 
co it,  Worthington— 5. 


J^ays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Stebbi-is- 7. 

The  report  was  then  accepted,  and  the  order 
calling  it  Post  Office  square  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Josiah  Quiucy,  trustee  of  Eliza  tiabcock, 
for  compensation  for  damage  by  change  of  grade 
in  Kilby  street.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
be  authorized  to  contiact  with  Choate  Burnham 
for  the  grading  of  300  feet  in  length  of  Vale  street. 
South  Boston,  tor  the  sum  of  $2500 ;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  .$24.74  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Lawrence  Kelley,  109 
Silver  street,  and  the  same  be  assessed  on  John 
Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $42.90  assessed  to  Mi- 
chael Guilf  oyle  for  sidewalk  on  West  Eighth  street, 
corner  of  Dorchester' street,  be  abated,  and  the 
same  assessed  to  William  Marlow. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $65.85  assessed  to 
heirs  of  John  A.  Barker  for  sidewalk  on  Eustis 
street,  coiner  of  Magazine  street,  be  abated,  and 
the  same  assessed  to  Joseph  Kjle. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $30.20  assessed  to 
heirs  of  Michael  O'Donnell  for  sidewalk  on  Ben- 
nington street  be  abated,  and  $22.02  of  said 
amount  be  assessed  to  T.  M.  Sheffield. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  sidewalks  in 
Lenox  street,  $230.70;  Bolton  street,  from  B  to  C, 
$1265.04;  Bolton  street,  from  D  to  E,  $1320,90; 
Chelsea  street,  $801.54;  Bennington  street, 
$2197.92;  and  edgestones  in  Havre  street,  $755.55, 
with  orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  and 
colltction  of  the  same.  Orders  severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

ST3EET    DAMAGES. 

Aldeiman  Hairis,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pav 
for  street  damages  as  follows: 

Order  to  pay  to  heirs  of  William  Mahoney  $10,- 
228,  for  laying  out  of  Tliorndike  street;  to  be 
charged  to  the  Northampton-street  District  Loam 
Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  to  the  proprietors  of  Boston  Pier, 
on  the  Long  wharf,  $27,665,  for  laying  out  and  ex- 
tension of  Commerce  street,  uioii  their  paying  in- 
to the  city  treasury  the  sum  of  $58,000,  for  better- 
ments, filling,  seweis,  and  interest  thereon,  grow- 
ing out  of  tbe  laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue,  and 
upon  the  said  pioprif  tors  giving  to  the  city  a  deed 
or  release  for  the  same  in  conformity  to  a  bond 
now  held  by  the  city,  etc. ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  out  and  Extending 
Commerce  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  topay  to  James  M.  Smith,  Robert/Gilchrist, 
Robert  Simpson,  James  Curne,  William  J.  Irving,  ■ 
(  harles  R.  Gardner,  James  S.  Robertson,  Alexan- 
der Kennedy,  surviving  trustees  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Boston,  $115,000  for  their  es- 
tate surrendered  to  the  city  under  the  widening 
of  Beach  street,  and  taker"  by  an  order  of  the 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  .June  15,  1874,  all  the 
materials  that  may  be  in  said  church  above  the 
.sidewalk,  the  same  to  be  removed  with  all  reason- 
ble  despatch  by  said  tiustees  whenever  notified  by 
the  city — or  this  reservation  to  the  trustees  to  be 
void  ;  the  trustees  not  to  have  the  materials  of,  or 
take  down  any  partition  Avail  on  the  premises 
which  is  a  partition  or  dividing  wall  between  them 
and  any  adjoining  estate;  the  estate  is  paid  for, 
subject  to  any  and  all  betterment  taxes,  or  lia- 
bility t")  such  betterment  taxes,  which  are  to  be 
wholly  assumed  by  the  city,  the  said  tiustees  giv- 
ing to  the  city  a  deed  or  release,  etc.;  the  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Widening 
of  Beach  Street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  'Ihat  the  expense  of  laying  out  and 
widening    Hunnenian    street    between    Harrison 
avenue  and  Albany  street  be  charged  to  the  loan 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Northampton-streets 
District. 

Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

COMPENSATION    FOR  CLERICAL   SERVICES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Stieets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the  folloW' 
ing: 
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Orrlered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  are  hereliy  nuthorized  to  pay  J. 
H.  Jenkins  the  snni  of  $400  for  clerical  services 
jjerformod  durinfj  ihe  i)rcsent  municipal  year,  as 
authorized  by  the  city  ordinance ;  the  same  to  be 
cliiu'ged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  order  took 
its  second  reading  and  was  put  uron  its  passage. 
Alderman  ISrooks  asked  whether  this  was  cus- 
tomary, and  whether  the  gentleman  named  was 
not  a  j'alaried  officer,  obliged  to  act  for  this  com- 
mittee? 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  had  been  custom- 
ary for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Jenkins  is  em- 
ployed .as  clerk  for  the  Street  Commissioners;  the 
Committee  on  Streets  also  employ  him.  By  the 
ordinance  the  City  Surveyor  is  cleik  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  and  lie  is  allowed  to  employ  an 
assistant,  who  is  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  this  year  he  has 
done  the  entire  work,  and  the  committee  gave 
him  $400.    Last  year  he  received  §300. 

To  a  question  by  Alderman  Brooks,  Alderman 
Worthington  replied  that  Mr.  Jenkins's  salary  is 
$2000,  which  is  very  low  for  the  work  he  does,  and 
so  well,  too,  for  never  had  a  paper  or  record  come 
from  him  which  had  been  found  incorrect.  To 
Alderman  Cutter  he  said  Mr.  Jenkins's  salary  had 
been  raised  this  year  $200,  and  it  should  have  been 
made  $2500. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  was  hardly  fair  for 
other  agents  of  the  citv  who  do  their  work  equally 
well  and  labor  as  many  hours,  and  yet  they  do  not 
recniire  any  extra  perquisites.  He  did  not  think 
clerks  shoiild  be  allowed  these  perquisite?. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  compensa- 
tion for  additional  work  which  he  was  not  ex- 
pected to  do  for  his  regular  salary  as  Clerk  of  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  custom  of  coming 
in  every  year  for  additional  salary  for  a  clerk  was 
wrong.'  There  are  clerks  ir  departments  he  is 
connected  with  just  as  competent  as  this  oue,who 
desired  extra  comiiensation,  but  he  had  refused  to 
countenance  it.  One  clerk  particularly  in  the  De- 
partment for  Survey  and  Inspe'-tion  of  Buildings, 
who  is  always  ready  and  perforins  his  duty  faith- 
fully as  clerk  of  the  committee.  It  is  well'  known 
that  a  pretty  smart  man  can  be  hired  for  $2000. 
He  believed  in  ])ayiiig  a  clerk  what  he  deserves, 
but  not  in  voting  him  extra  compensation  for 
work  he  is  expected  to  do  and  it  is  understood  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year  he  will  do. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  not  under- 
stood at  the  commencement  of  the  year  that  Mr. 
Jenkins  would  do  this  work,  and  he  did  only  a 
portion  of  tlip  work  last  year.  Mr.  Davis,  "the 
City  Surveyor,  engaged  him,  and  it  is  an  inde- 
pendent office,  and  the  Alderman  did  not  believe 
another  man  in  City  Hall  could  do  the  work  as 
well  as  his  long  expeiieiice  with  the  Street  Com- 
missioners enabies  him  to  do  it.  The  ordinance 
allows  Mr.  Davis  au  assistant  and  Mr.  Jenkins  is 
employed  by  him. 

Alde'rman  Power  said  that  it  was  clearly  Mr. 
Davis's  duty  to  do  the  work,  and  if  he  employed 
an  assistant  he  should  pay  for  it,  as  the  order  fix- 
ing his  salary  s?id  he  should  act  as  Secretary  of 
the  Committee  on  Srreets  without  extra  compen- 
sation. If  Mr.  Jenkins  de-erves  $2500  he  ought  to 
have  it,  but  the  Alderman  was  opposed  to  extras, 
and  he  opposed  extras  in  the  City  Solicitor's  office 
for  the  same  reason.  In  other  departments  the 
superintendents  act  as  clerk  without  additional 
compensation. 

Alderman  Worthington  referred  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  1869,  which  require  the  surveyor  to 
be  clerk  of  the  committee  and  allow  him  clerical 
assistance,  the  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  order  he  quoted  was 
later,  having  been  passed  this  year. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  one  was  an  ordi- 
nance and  permanent ;  the  other  was  an  order,  and 
temporary. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  part  of  the  contract 
between  the  city  and  Mr.  Davis,  and  it  was  clearly 
a  part  of  his  duty. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  Mr.  Davis's  duties 
were  such  that  he  could  not  do  all  the  work  for 
the  committee,  when  be  is  responsible  for  every- 
thing in  his  department. 

Alilennan  Cutter  noticed  that  the  committee 
had  generously  given  Mr.  Davis  a  horse  and  vehi- 
cle, but  he  did  not  take  it,  and  he  thought  the 
committee  should  be  looked  after.  They  did  not 
say  anything  about  this  $400  in  the  tax  levy,  and 
hey  would  have  to  take  it  from  some  place  where 


they  had  no  right  to,  and  were  springing  a  trap 
upon  them  at  the  last  of  the  year.  It  looked  like 
favoritism. 

Alderman  Worthingt(m  said  that  Alderman 
Cutter  had  opposed  increasing  everjbody's  salary 
till  It  came  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  and  then  he  favored  that,  which  was 
granted.  When  anything  comes  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  it  is  all  light;  when  from  any 
other  committee  it  is  all  wrong. 

Alderman  Power  contended  that  it  was  Mr. 
Davis's  duty  and  he  should  pay  for  the  assistance 
he  procured. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Committee  on  Paving 
made  their  reque.-t  early  in  the  year,  which  the 
Committee  on  Streets  ought  to  have  done. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  Committee  on  Streets 
provided  for  this  in  the  tax  levy;  they  are  entitled 
to  a  clerk,  and  the  ordinance  allows  their  clerk  to 
hire  an  assistant,  which  the  committee  have  to 
pay  for.  Mr.  Davis  had  been  allowed  a  horse  and 
vehicle,  anil  instead  of  buying  a  horse  he  hires 
one  when  he  needs  it,  instead  of  investing  ten  or 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  equipments.  He  has 
acted  with  the  Committee  on  Streets  when  called 
upon,  and  this  is  to  pay  for  his  assistant,  which 
the  ordinance  declares  he  may  have.  The  clerical 
work  of  the  committee  is  very  difficult  to  perform  ;  a 
record  has  to  be  kept  of  all  the  or  lers  and  settle- 
ments. This  is  nothing  new;  the  City  Surveyor's 
services  are  paid  for  and  he  performs  them,"  and 
if  he  were  not  allowed  an  assistant  he  would  not 
accept  the  position  of  clerk  of  the  committee. 
This  work  often  employs  Mr.  Jenkins  till  late  in 
the  evening  at  his  home. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  intend  to  reflect  upon 
the  gentleman,  and  he  knew  the  Surveyor  attend- 
ed to  his  duties;  but  this  was  what  he  agreed  to 
do  for  the  city,  for  which  he  receives  $3000. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  had  approved  the  bills 
for  Mr.  Davis's  vehicle,  and  knew  it  was  needed. 

On  the  passage  of  the  order  Alderman  Clark 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  passed — 
yeas  9,  nays  3. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 
9. 

Nays— Aldermeii  Biooks,  Cutter,  Power— 3. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton, hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost — yeas  4, 
nays  8— Alderman  Peters  voting  yea  with  Alder- 
men Brooks,  Cutter  and  Powei. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Amusement  License  Granted— Samuel  Murdock, 
to  give  Punch  and  Judy  exhibition. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Renewed— George  Abbott 
and  37  others. 

Dealers  in  Secondhand  Articles  Licensed- 
George  B.  Mullen,  138  Kingston  street;  Louis  Coin, 
54  Merrimac  street. 

License  for  Intelligence  Office  Transferred — 
Warren  T.  Butler  &  Ct.  to  A.  W.  Winkfield. 

Intelligence  office  Licensed — Louisa  B.  Dwiglit, 
519  Washington  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Philip  Canny,  G4 
Prince  street;  Simon  S.  Rankin,  6  Essex  street; 
John  McCormick,  98  Sumner  street,  East    Boston. 

Severally  ac"'eptcd. 

PUBLIC   LANDS. 

iMdeiman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  reports  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  orders  : 

Ordered,  I  hat  the  time  for  buiUHng  upon  the 
lot  of  laijd  on  Albany  corner  of  Concord  street,  as 
sold  by  the  city  to  Simeon  B.  Smith  be  extended 
to  Jan.  1, 1876,  upon  his  paying  to  the  Sviperintend- 
ent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $100  within  ten 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  heieby  authorized  in  behalf  of  tiie  city  to  exe- 
cute an  instrument  modifying  the  conditions  set 
forth  in  the  agreements  held  by  Nathan  S.  AVilbur 
and  given  to  him  by  the  city,  for  the  conveyance 
of  certain  land  on'  East  Springfield  street,  being- 
dated  May  1,1871,  and  July  1,1873,  so  that  build- 
ings shall  be  erected  and  completed  on  said  land 
within  two  years  from  the  above  dates;  said  in- 
strument to  be  delivered  to  said  Wilbur  upon  his 
paying  to  the  said  ciiy  the  sum  of  $400  within  ten 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down  . 


DECEMBER       28,       1874^ 
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SODTH  BOSTON  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

A.ldernian  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  >iubmittecl  the  foJlowiug: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  hirefor  an  additional  term 
of  ch  ee  years,  liPtjinrine  Jan.  1,1875,  the  rooms 
occupied  as  a  branch  library  iu  the  South  Boston 
Savings  Bank  building;,  on  Broadway,  corner  of 
E  street,  the  lent  of  .-aid  rooms  to  be  $1600  per 
year,  tojrether  with  the  pro|)ortiouate  amount  due 
yearly  for  taxes  and  heating ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropri;\tion  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  order  took 
its  second  reading  and  was  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Hanis— What  would:th3  rental  of  the 
entire  building  be  ? 

Alderman  Emery  had  not  the  figures  with  him. 
'Ihe  ci'y  leased  the  rooms  for  three  years,  with  the 
privilege  of  renewal  alter  Jan.  1, 1875. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  how  much  room  they 
have. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  entire  front  of  E 
street  in  the  second  story  and  two  or  three  rooms 
in  the  rear.  Xhev  are  fitted  up  for  the  library, 
and  he  supposed  the  trustees  expected  to  have  it 
remain  there. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  down. 

RECOUNTS  OF  VOTES   AT  THE  CITY  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Peters,  for  the  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  returns  of  the  municipal 
election,  submitted  reports  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  M.  H.  Keenan  et  al.,  that  the  bal- 
lots cast  for  ( lerk  in  Ward  12,  and  petition  of 
Calvin  Torrey  et  al.,  that  the  ballots  for  Inspectors 
of  Election  in  said  ward,  be  recounted,  the  com- 
mittee find  the  results  as  foUowF :  For  Clerk- 
Thomas  Burns  had  703,  Matthew  F.  Connor  had 
695,  all  others  4.  For  Inspectors— John  F.  Moore, 
831 ;  Francis  J.  Baxter,  839;  Alban  S.  (ireen,  807; 
H.  F.Naphen.  706;  James  Renfrew,  711;  B.  F. 
Doiinell,703:  W.  J.  (i.  Fogg,  689;  John  S.  H.Fogg, 
Jr.,  114.  It  i«  claimed  that  the  ballots  for  W.  J.  G. 
Fogg  and  J.  S.  H.  Fogg,  Jr.,  were  intendeu  forthe 
same  ])erson,  and  that  the  ballots,  if  credited  to 
AV.  J.  G.  Fogg,  would  be  sufficient  to  elect  him. 
But  the  discrepancy  between  the  two  names  is  so 
great  that  the  committee  do  not  feel  authorized  to 
recommend  that  a  ceitiflcate  of  election  be  fur- 
nished him.  They  therefore  report  that  the  per- 
sons rejjorted  by  the  ward  officers  as  elected  to 
the  offices  of  Clerk  und  Inspectors  in  Ward  12 
appear  to  have  been  chosen.    Accepted. 

On  petition  of  William  K.  Jones  et  al.,  that  the 
ballots  cast  in  Ward  8  for  Aldermen  may  be  re- 
counted, the  committee  report  that,  as  advised  by 
the  City  Solicitor,  it  is  not  competent  or  Ifcgal  for 
this  committee  or  this  Board  at  this  time  to  open 
the  box  of  ballots  of  Ward  8,  oi  to  examine  said 
ballots  for  the  purpose  desiretl.  They  therefore 
reoort  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 

On  petition  of  Charles  F.  Sullivan'eit  al.,  for  a 
recount  of  the  bailors  cast  for  Inspectors  of  Elec- 
tion in  Ward  3,  the  committee  report  that  James 
Mills  had  813,  J.  H.  GoiUding  358,  James  Smitb 
365,  John  F.  Canavan  373,  Isaac  Chase  350,  and 
they  are  elected ;  being  the  same  persons  who 
were  declared  as  elected  by  the  ward  officers. 
John  Mullaly,  who  received  the  next  highest  vote, 
had  348,  and  sundry  other  parties  less  numbers 
each.    Acdepted. 

THE  PROPOST3D  SQUARE    ON  THE  BACK   BAY. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Commiitee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grountls,  submitted  a  report 
on  tti^  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  satisfactory 
arrangement  can  be  made  to  have  the  lot  of  land 
bounded  by  Huntington  avenue,  Boylston  anil 
Dartmouth  streets  laid  out  as  ornamental  grounds. 
The  lot  referrea  to  contains  about  thirty  thousand 
square  feet,  of  which  about  two-thirds  have  been 
set  apart  by  the  Commonwealth  for  the  use  of  the 
Institute  of  Technology.  The  remaining  por- 
tion is  owned  by  a  private  individual. 
The  trustees  of  the  institute  '^ave  expressed 
a  readiness  to  cooperate  with  the  city  in 
accomxilishing  the  object  desired,  ami  will 
give  up  their  lot  for  another  of  equal  dimensions 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Daitmouth  street.  In 
view  of  the  benefit  which  will  accrue  to  the 
property  of  the  State  if  these  grounds  are  laid 
out  and  ornamented  by  the  city,  it  is  believed 
that  the  Legislature  will  be  willing  to  set  apart 
other  grounds  for  the  use  of  the  institute.  The 
committee  have  conferred  with  the  owners  of 
lands  abutting   on  the  streets    suiroundicg   the 


grounds  proposed  to  be  laid  out,  and  find  them 
willing  to  coutribut:^  towards  the  purchase  of  that 
portion  of  the  grounds  owned  by  a  private  in- 
dividual. It  appears  to  be  perfectly  feasible  to 
make  an  arrangement  for  keeping  these  grounds 
open  to  the  puulic  use  without  iavolvine  murh, 
if  any,  expense  to  the  city;  and  the  committee 
therefore  recommend  that  the  suoject  be  referred 
to  the  next  City  Council. 

Report  accepted,  and  reference  ordered  and  re- 
port sent  down. 

WORK  ON  THE  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow,  for.the  Jo'nt  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $232.30,  in  addition  to  the  appropri- 
ation heretofore  made,  for  lumber,  carpentering, 
mason  work  and  painting;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ?461.62,  in  addition  to  the  appropri- 
ation heretofore  made,  for  tools  and  repairs  on 
the  same ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation tor  Common  and  Public  Ground;;. 

Odered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriations heretofoie  made,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  triangular  lot  bounded  bv  Eagle, 
Trenton  and  Prescott  stieets.  East  Boston;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  I'ublic  Grounds. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

DORCHESTER     MUNICIPAL  COURT. 

Alderman  Emerv ,  from  the  Committee  on  Coun- 
ty Buildings,  submitted  a  reoort  stating  that  the 
new  police  station  in  Ward  16  is  i.early  completed, 
tbat  an  appropriation  wil!  be  necessary  to  fit  up 
the  rooms  for  the  Dorchester  Municipal  Court, 
and  r.,commending  the  passage  of  the  accompauj  - 
ir:g  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $1200  for  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishing rooms  for  the  Municipal  Court,  Dorches- 
ter District;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation toi  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  one?. 

ELECTION     OF     WEIGHERS     AND     INSPECTORS     OF 
LIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Brooks,  tor  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Harbor,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
election  or  John  C.  Brooks  as  a  Weigher  and  In- 
spector of  Lighters,  vice  Abijah  R.  Tewksbury,  re- 
signed ;  al-:othe  election  of  Chailes  C.  Geyer  to 
be  a  Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Lighters,  vice 
George  C.  Faulkner,  resigned.  The  committee 
find  that  Mr.  Tewksbui-y  has  faithfully  perfoimed 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Subsequently  Alder- 
man Brooks  moved  that  the  Board  proceed  to  an 
election,  which  resulted  in  Mr.  Brook--,  receiving 
12  votes  and  Mr.  Geyer  receiving  U  votes,  and 
they  were  declared  elected  en  the  part  of  the 
Board,  and  the  report  was  sent  down. 

THE  BATHING  DEPARTMENT. 

Aid  n-man  Power  submitted  the  annual  repo:t 
of  the  Committee  on  Bathing  foi  the  year  1874 
(City  Doc.  No.  109). 

Tlie  following  statements  show  the  expen.'^e  of 
maintaining  each  establishment  during  the  year, 
and  the  number  of  bathers  of  each  class:  No.  1, 
West  Boston  Bridge,  .!!593.28;  No.  3,  Charles  River 
Bridge,  $801.15;  No.  4,  Warieu  Bridge,  $613.01 ;  No. 
5,  East  Boston,  Border  streeo,  $886.95;  No.  6,  East 
Boston,  Border  street.  $886.95;  No.  7,  Federal- 
street  Bridge,  $815.22;  No.  8,  Mt.  Washington-ave- 
iiue  Bridge,  $629.13;  No.  9,  South  Boston,  foot  of 
Fifth  street,  $1072.86 ;  No.  10,  South  Boston ,  foot  of 
L  street,  $1389.06;  No.  11,  Dover-street  Bridge, 
$853.09;  No.  12,  Dover-street  Bridge,   $853.10;    No. 

13,  Boston  Highlands,  Cabot  street,   $1330.75;  No. 

14,  Boston  Highlands,  Cabot  street,  $1330.74;  No. 

15,  Norfolk  avenue,  $713.54;  No.  16,  Doichester, 
Commercial  street,  $427.15;  No.  17,  East  Boston, 
Maverick  street,  $780.60;  No.  18,  Charlestown, 
Chelsea  Bridge,  $1152.29;  No.  19,  Charlestown, 
Chelsea  Bridge,  $688.92;  No.  20,  Charlestuwn,  Mai- 
den Bridge,  $960.91;  General  expenses  forthe 
twelvemonths,  $12,102.80;  total,  $28,881.50.  The 
average  expense  per  bath  for  the  season  of  1874 
was  .020;  1873,  .026;  1872,  .026;  1871,  .026;  1870,  .015, 
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The  following  stxtement  gives  the  total  number 
of  bathers  in  each  class  for  each  month,  at  each 
house : 

No.  1, 195,200;  No.  3,  149,274;  No.  4,  14,350;  No.  5, 
126,712;  No.  (),  73,620;  No.  7,  90,722;  No.  8,  127,609; 
No.  9,  49,319;  No.  10,  122,568;  No.  11,  129,960;  No. 
12,  52,451;  No.  13,  91,725;  No.  14,  26,890;  No.  15, 
53,491;  No.  16,  10,282;  No.  17,  32,561 ;  No.  18,  31,911; 
No.  19,  21,482;  No.  20,  27,033;  total,  1,427,166. 

1874.  1873. 

Whole  number  men  bathers 344,287  324,139 

"         boy  bathers 825,117  8!I4,176 

"  "         women  bathers 5iifi2i  iiiiMl 

"  "         gh-lbathesB 201,238  135,600 

1,427,166         1,389,926 
Increase,  1874 37,249 

The  total  expense  of  maintaining  the  baths  dur- 
ing the  munici])al  year— the  nnmber  of  houses  be- 
ing increased  from  seventeen  to  nineteen— as  be- 
fore given,  was  $28,881.50,  against  $37,299.43  in 
1873;  thus  showing  a  difference  of  the  sum  of 
$8,417.93  in  favor  of  this  year. 

The  report  was  sent  down. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  that  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary on  petitions  of  Richard  Olney  et  al.  for  gas 
lamps  on  Walk-Hil!  street;  and  Thomas  Button 
et  al.  for  gas  lamps  on  Eighth  street,  between  H 
and  I  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

PEEMITS  FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows : 

That  leave  be  granted  to  Tiriiothy  Gunning, 
Lamartiue  street,  provided  the  present  stable 
shall  be  discontinued,  and  the  new  one  erected  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  said  lot,  and  near  Finner- 
ty's;  to  Thomas  Conners,  389  Seventh  street,  pro- 
vided a  stone  foundation  is  built  within  six 
months  from  date  of  permit;  to  William  Devine, 
525  Fifth  street ;  to  Alexander  Thelburn,  17  Can- 
terbury street ;  to  Patrick  W.  Merriam,  Oakland 
street.  Ward  10;  Reuben  Edgett,  corner  Ma^ile 
and  Schu>ler  streets.  Ward  16.^  Severally  accept- 
ed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  snbmitted  the  following: 

Ordeied ,  That  the  armory  of  Company  C.  Fourth 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  be,  and  it  is  here- 
by, established  in  the  city  building  on  the  corner 
of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gribson  street,  Ward  16. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

OMNIBUS  ROUTES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  route 
witbin  the  city  of  Boston  for  all  omnibuses  run- 
ning between  East  Cambridge  and  Boston  shall 
be  as  follows,  namely:  From  Cragie's  Bridge 
through  Lever ett  street  to  Minot  street;  thence 
through  Mmot  street  to  Wall  street;  thence 
through  Wall  street  to  Merrimac  street;  thence 
through  Merrimac  street  to  Haymarket  square ; 
thence  through  Washington  street  to  Dock  square ; 
thence  through  Devonshire  street  to  Milk  street; 
thence  through  Milk  street  to  Hawley  street; 
thence  through  Hawley  street  to  Summer  street; 
thence  through  Suminer  street  to  Washington 
street;  thence  through  Washington  street  to  Milk 
stieet;  thence  through  Milk  street  to  Devonshire 
street  ;_thence  through  l^evonshire  street  to  Dock 
square]  thence  through  Washington  street  to  Hay- 
market  square;  thence  through  Merrimac  street 
to  Wall  street;  thence  through  Wall  street  to  Mi- 
not street ;  thence  through  Minot  street  to  Lev- 
erett  street;  thence  through  Leverett  street  to 
Cragie's  Bridge. 

Read  once. 

CITIZENS'   GASLIGHT  COMPANY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  granting 
"lejive  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  "Citizens'  Gas- 
light Company"  for  leave  to  open  the  streets  of 
this  city,M'ith  minority  repoit  in  favor  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  under  certain  restric- 
tions, was  taken  from  the  table. 
Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen is  hereby  given  to  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company,  and  said  company  is  hereby  authorized 
to  dig  up  and  open  the  grounds  in  any  and  all  the 
streets,  lanes  and  highways  in  the  city,  so  far  as 


may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  laying  its 
mains,  pipes  and  apparatus  therein,  and  distribut- 
ing illuminating  gas ;  such  work  to  be  prosecuted 
by  said  company  under  the  diiection  and  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  this  Board  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets;  provided,  however,  and  this 
consent  and  authority  is  granted  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  said  company  shall  first  furnish  to  the 
city  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  in  the  penal  sum 
of  $200,000,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  the  suretiSs  thereon  to  be  approved 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  conditioned  that  said 
company  shall  within  two  years  from  the  first  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1875,  build  gas  works  within  the 
limits  of  the  city,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  manu- 
facture one  million  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  day,  and 
furnish  ajiparatus  and  facilities  for  distributing 
the  same ;  and  also  that  said  company  shall  exe- 
cute with  the  city  an  agreement  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  binding  said  company  to  sell  to 
the  city  its  works,  property  and  rights,  at  any  time 
within  ten  years  from  the  first  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1875,  if  the  city,  being  thereto  duly  author- 
ized, shall  vote  to  purchase  the  same,  at  such 
price  as  shall  be  determined  by  three  disinterested 
persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  selected  by  said 
company,  one  by  the  city,  and  the  third  by  the 
two  so  selected  ;  and  provided  further  that  unless 
said  company  accepts  in  writing  the  conditions 
named  therein  and  furnishes  the  said  bond  and 
executes  the  said  agreement  within  ninety  days 
from  the  date  hereof,  this  oraer  shall  be  void. 

A-lderman  Peters  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
majority  be  accepted. 

Alderman  Power — I  wish  to  oppose  the  accept- 
ance of  that  report.  I  have  nothing  particular  to 
say  about  the  way  in  which  the  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company  has  done  its  business,  and  I  do  not  mean 
to  sa^  that  I  am  exactly  in  favor  of  having  another 
company.  From  the  information  I  have  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  city  of  Boston  running  this  gas  busi- 
ness, and  I  see  no  other  way  to  begin  than  through 
the  c-itablishmint  of  a  new  company.  I  therefore 
hopa  that  the  order  I  have  offered  will  be  passed. 
I  agree  somewhat  with  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Nash  on 
this  subject,  which  are  no  doubt  fresh  iu  the 
memory  of  all  gentlemen  in  this  Board,  and 
I  think  it  is  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  city 
and  the  citizens  that  the  city  should  control  this 
matter,  at  least  to  a  much  gi  eater  extent  than 
they  do  at  present.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
we  went  to  the  Legislature  to  try  to  get  some  ot 
our  grievances  remedied — not  against  the  Boston 
Gaslight  Company — yet  we  found  that  gaslight 
company  there  to  oppose  with  all  its  power  the 
obtaining  of  this  right,  which  the  city  should 
have.  Notwithstanding  all  the  privileges  they 
have  of  taking  up  the  streets  whenever  they 
please,  yet  when  we  wish  to  get  authority 
which  we  should  have,  we  find  fiem  oppos- 
ing it,  and  we  have  no  control  of  this  mat- 
ter. Now,  sir,  in  opposition  to  the  prayer  of 
these  petitioners  we  find  not  one  here  oppos- 
ing it  except  Mr.  Nash  and  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company;  and  we  have  8000  petitioners  that  the 
prayer  of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  may  be 
granted.  As  I  said  before,  I  think  the  city  should 
have  control  of  this  matter,  and  f' ere  is  no  hope 
of  our  doing  that  with  the  Boston  Gaslight  Com- 
pany. Of  course  we  do  not  expect  this  or  any 
other  government  to  approprifte  $8,000,000  to 
purchase  the  property  «.f  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company,  and  the  only  way  to  reach  this  matter  is 
to  establish  a  new  cornpany  under  the  restrictions 
given  in  this  order,  by  w  hich  the  city  may  get  gas 
works  capable  of  furnishing  the  desired  amount 
at  an  expense  of  $3,000,000  or  $4,000,000.  Now,  sir, 
m  opposition  to  the  city  manufacturing  it.*  own 
gas,  the  Boston  company  offer  evidence  to  show 
that  it  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and 
quote  the  management  of  the  Philadelphia  works. 
'1  he  wa-'  the  works  ar<  managed  there  should  not 
be  taken  as  any  criterion  for  us  to  go  by.  We 
have  had  in  the  past  a  pretty  honest  administra- 
tion of  affairs  here.  15ut  in  Philadelphia  the 
Trust  holds  secret  sessions,  selects  parties  to  com- 
pete for  contracts,  and  does  not  allow  the  public 
to  know  anything  about  its  affairs,  and  pays  a 
great  deal  more  for  coal  than  it  costs  in  places 
less  favorably  situated;  in  fact  more  than  the 
Boston  company  does.  The  Northern  Liberty 
Gas  Company  supplies  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
with  gas  at  $1.15  per  thousand  feet,  and  they  labor 
under  great  disadvantages;  yet  they  can  afford  to 
light  the  city  lamps  for  $33  apiece. 

Alderman  Power  read  from  pages  126  and  127  of 
the  printed  report  of  the  hearing,  Mr.  JN ash's  re- 
marks on  the  manufaccure  and  use  of  gas  made 
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from  petroleum  at  his  factory  in  Cambridge, 
showing  that  it  coukl  be  sold  for  f  1.50  or  $2  a 
thousand  feet,  and  continued  : 

But  the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  say  they  can- 
not make  gas  for  less  than  $2  a  thousand,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  they  will  be  able  to  do  so  as  long 
as  they  have  no  competition  and  use  none  of 
the  modern  impiovements.  But  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  what  I  have  learned  on  this 
subject,  that  gas  can  be  furnished  at  $1.50, 
and  I  do  not  think  we  will  get  it  at  that  pri<;e  un- 
less we  iiave  a  I'ew  corapauy  or  the  city  gets 
works  of  its  own.  Good  light  is  certainly  next  in 
necesf-ity  to  good  water.  Another  reason  why  I 
advocate  this  is  that,  in  this  country  of  equal 
rights,  it  is  a  most  absurd  and  unreasonable  thing 
to  think  that  one  individual  or  corporation  should 
be  permitted  to  obtain  such  power,  and  retain  the 
exclusive  carrying  on  of  such  a  large  business;  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  teetotally  against  the  princi- 
ples of  our  government  that  any  person  or  per- 
sons should  ha'/e  a  monopoly  of  any  one 
business.  That  is  my  principal  reason  for 
advocating  this  order.  Now,  it  may  be 
said  that  this  movement  does  not  mean  anything ; 
that  this  is  a  bogus  orgauiziition  ;  that  it  lia.-.  a 
bogus  look  about  it.  But  that  with  nie  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  question.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  the  biggest  scoundrel  in  Boston  comes  here 
and  asks  for  a  proper  thing,  that  should  not  influ- 
ence my  action  ;  it  is  what  is  wanted  rather  than 
who  wants  it  that  should  govern  me.  Therefore, 
I  throw  the  people  who  apply  for  this  permit  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question.  It  is  our  duty  to  pro- 
vide against  the  possibility  of  its  being  simply  an 
attempt  to  blackmail  the  existing  company,  and 
therefore  I  have  endeavored  toprovide  for  that  in 
the  order  I  have  offered.  Of  cour.-e  I  hear  objec- 
tions to  ripping  up  the  streets,  and  the  great  in- 
convenience to  the  public;  but  I  am  conversant 
with  all  that,  and  still  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  ends  of  justice  and  equal  rights  dictate  to  me 
to  advocate  this  measure. 

Alderman  Stebbins— How  far  would  the  Alder- 
man extend  that  principle?  How  many  compa- 
nies would  he  allow  to  locate  their  pipes  in  the 
streets  ? 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  every 
company  which  wants  to  fhould  have  the  iJiivi- 
lege.  There  shoidd  be  no  more  limit  put  upon  gas 
than  upon  beer  or  any  other  merchantable  article 
made  in  this  country.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  the  Boston  Gas  Company  I  presume 
they  have  managed  their  business  successfully, 
as  they  have  intended,  and  that  is  to  make 
money.  Tliey  have  made  money,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  that.  They  have  ia  monopoly,  and 
may  not  have  exercised  it  with  the  severity  and 
oppression  that  other  monopolies  have  used;  but 
we  do  not  know  who  is  to  manage  this  concern  in 
future,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  and  the  citizens  for  the  city  to 
get  control  of  this  matter.  I  see  no  other  way  to 
do  that  than  by  establishing  a  new  company. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  see  as  I  need  say 
anything  in  favor  of  the  majoritv  report,  as  the 
gentleman  has  argued  my  side  of  the  question. 
He  has  virtually  said  that  he  has  no  confidence  in 
that  company  and  they  do  not  want  to  furnish  the 
city  with'ga'i.  If  be  wants  the  city  to  have  gas 
works  why  don't  he  put  in  an  order  at  once? 

Alderman  Tower— I  did  not  say  I  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  new  company. 

Alderman  Cutter- If  I  understand  his  argu- 
ment, it  is  that  the  city  should  own  the  works, 
and  I  suppose  this  company  desire  to  start  works 
to  sell  out  to  somebody  else,  and  it  don't  make 
any  difference  whether  it  is  to  the  city  or  the  old 
company.  If  corruption  exists  in  PhUadelphia, 
I  should  advise  them  to  go  there  at  once,  for  coal 
is  cheaper  than  here;  if  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment is  correct,  there  is  a  grand  chance  for  them, 
because  money  making  is  tneir  object.  We  have 
a  good  company  and  good  gas  at  as  low  a  price 
as  any  city  in  the  country  except  Detroit, 
where  the  companies  are  eating  each  other  up. 
The  Boston  company  takes  care  of  its  work  well ;  the 
safety  of  the  city  is  not  at  all  endangered  by  their 
works.  If  we  allow  another  company  to  put  down 
pipes  in  our  streets,  if  there  are  any  leaks  you  will 
not  know  whom  to  blame.  If  there  is  a  smell  of  gas 
in  your  house  you  know  what  lo  do;  but  if  you 
get  "mixed  up  with  several  companies  I  do  not  see 
what  safety  we  shall  have.  I  think  it  is  safe  to 
stand  bv  our  company  until  we  see  that  there  is 
some  corruption  or  dishonesty,  rather  than  to 
stand  by  and  patronize  a  company  we  do  not 
know,  and    have  no   reason    to  believe  they  know 


anything  more  about  making  gas  than  the  old  one. 
They  rely  entirely  upon  Mr.  Kennedy;  lie  is  here 
to  tell  us  about  it,  and  if  they  build  the  works  he 
will  make  money,  and  he  will  talk  a  long 
while  in  order  to  get  a  chance  to  spend  two  mil- 
lions 3f  dollars.  Then  this  petition  did  not  in- 
clude the  subject  of  this  order;  we  had  no  such 
subject  before  us,  and  the  gent'?man  has  switched 
oft'  and  shows  that  he  has  no  confidence  in  the 
new  company  himself. 

Alderman  Peters- As  I  understand  it,  the  com- 
mittee niaae  no  extended  report  because  tliere 
was  a  hearing  before  the  full  Board.  According 
to  the  gentleman's  argument,  this  is  not  merely 
blaekmaDing  the  Boston  Gas  Company,  but  is 
robbing  them  of  their  works.  They  have 
never  been  asked  to  sell.  His  claim  is 
that  the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  property 
is  worth  eigh^  millions.  Their  stock  is  5j;2,.500,000, 
and  the  amount  of  their  divider ds  is  less  than 
seven  per  cent.  I  claim  that  they  should  make 
money  and  that  they  have  property  invested 
wbicli  we  sliould  protect,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  can  receive  better  dividenr's  on  their  money 
than  they  do  now.  In  all  this  hearing  there  was 
no  complaint  against  the  Boston  Gas  Company ; 
they  had  eight  thousand  petitioner*  and  not  one 
single  complaint.  But  the  evidence  submitted  is 
enough  to  cause  us  to  say  that  at  present  the  Bos- 
ton company  ought  to  be  protected  iu  the  rights 
they  have.  If  the  city  wants  to  make  its  own  gas, 
why  not  try  and  see  if  they  will  sell  their  works. 

AJderman  Power— 'What  I  meant  to  say  was' 
that  there  had  been  all  sorts  of  reports  gotten  up,no 
doubt,  with  a  desire  to  prevent  the  prayer  oi  the 
petitioners  from  being  granted.  Statements 
have  been  made  that  it  is  a  bogus  concern  ;  that 
they  don't  mean  business,  and  have  got  it  up  for 
blackmail.  I  do  not  believe  any  such  thing  ot  this 
new  company.  I  said,  granting  all  that,  yet  when 
I  thought  a  thing  is  proper  and  right,  I  have  no 
right  to  decide  the  (|uestion  on  the  character  of 
the  person  who  asks  for  it.  I  am  not  here  to  ad- 
vocate the  rights  of  any  corporation  or  person  ex- 
cept the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  I  think  their  in- 
terest would  be  subserved  by  a  change  in  the  gas 
business.  The  eight  thou.iand  persons  who  signed 
those  petitions  had  some  reason  for  desiring 
a  change  or  they  would  not  have  signed.  Tbere 
are  the  names  "of  many  business  men  of  Boston 
who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  signing  petitions  with- 
out some  reason  for  it,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to 
assume  that  they  do  not  know  what  they  are  do- 
ing. The  Alderman  from  Ward  17  argues  that  we 
can  buv  the  old  company,  with  its  capital  of 
$5,000,00"0. 

Alderman  Peters— The  capital  stock  is  .f  2,500,000. 

Alderman  Power — It  was  increased  last  year. 

Alderman  Peters— Tne  capital  was  $2,000,000, 
and  they  have  authority  to  increase  it  one  million, 
which  has  not  been  done. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  was  increased  $500,- 
000  last  year. 

Alderman  Power  —  That  is  not  the  question. 
Everybody  knows  that  it  is  not  all  the  capital  re- 
quired to  carry  on  the  business.  I  move  that  my 
order  be  substituted  for  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

Alderman  Emery — I  have  not  had  time  to  look 
over  this  order  and  I  cannot  vote  intelligently 
upon  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  citizens  of  Boston  at  some  time  or 
other  to  have  a  competing  gas  company;  but  I 
have  not  made  up  my  mind  that  two  companies 
could  operate  in  IJoston  successfully,  at  the  same 
time.  I  desiie  time  to  know  what  we  are  talking 
about,  and  I  therefore  move  that  this  subject  be 
specially  assigned  for  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Hall — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give 
some  reasons  for  delay.  I  do  not  propose  to 
aodge  this  thing,  and  don  't  propose  that  any  one 
else  shall.  I  want  this  thing  settled  before  this 
Board  goes  out  of  existence.  Is  there  any  new  in- 
formation we  can  get?  Let  every  man  "come  to 
time  and  vote  upon  the  question  now,  and  make 
bis  recoid. 

Alderman  Emery — I  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  until  this  new  order  came  in ;  but  that  is  a 
subject  of  some  magnitude,  and  I  desire  to  look 
it  over. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  AVard 
10  says  he  don't  propose  that  he  or  anybody  else 
shall  dodge  this  question.  I  do  not  suppose  he 
has  any  power  over  this  Board,  and  can  prevent 
any  one  from  dodging  if  he  sees  fit. 

Alderman  Hall— You  are  the  gentleman  I  ureant. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  been  here  about 
twelve  months,  and  I  wish  he  would  show  me  a 
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case  where  I  have  dodged  a  tiiiestion.  I  think 
the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Emery  w  very  perti- 
nent, ft  is  very  imijortanl  that  this  Board  should 
know  the  condition-;  they  are  to  impose  upon  the 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Company.  It  would  not  be 
right  to  grant  them  the  right  to  go  into 
certain  sections  of  the  city  antl  take  what  is 
calleil  the  cream  of  the  othercompany's  business. 
So  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  to  have 
it  lie  over  and  let  us  ascertain  the  exact  terms  and 
conditions  it  imposes  upon  this  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company. 

Alderman  Hall — If  there  is  no  intention  of  {lodg- 
ing the  question  I  do  not  object  to  its  lying  over. 

Aldeiman  Cutter — I  do  not  wish  it  understood 
that  those  who  signed  the  majority  report  want  it 
laid  over.  We  are  leady  to  meet  the  question.  It 
was  feared  we  might  refer  thig  matter  to 
the  next  Government.  We  appeared  here 
promptly  with  our  report,  and  are  ready 
to  vote  upon  it  now.  The  alderman  op- 
posite intimates  that  we  stand  by  the  old  com- 
pany. I  say  we  are  bound  to  stand  by  the  bridge 
that  carries  us  safely  over.  He  speaks  of  8000 
petitioners.  I  lemeniber  that  we  had  8000 petition- 
ers for  a  tire  commission  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  opposed  it.  I  claim  that  those  8000  pe- 
tioners  are  all  who  want  this  new  company;  sub- 
tract 8000  from  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  you 
have  th*^  number  who  want  the  old  company  to 
continue.  If  you  circulate  a  petition  for  vents  to 
.  come  down  today,  I  venture  to  say  half  the  popu- 
lation of  this  city  will  sign  it,  without  regard  to 
whether  it  would  be  right.  Gentlemen  signed 
this  petition  because  they  were  told  they 
would  get  gas  cheaper.  A  petition  of 
that  sort  should  have  no  weight  with  this 
Board.  We  should  do  what  is  right,  and  not  gov- 
ern ourselves  by  the  length  of  petitions.  So  long- 
as  there  is  no  complaint  against  this  company,  for 
the  benefit  ot  all  concerned,  except  the  members 
ot  this  new  eompany,  I  think  we  had  better  adopt 
the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Peters — The  gentleman  speaks  of  our 
standing  by  the  old  company:  I  suppose  he  stands 
by  the  new  one.  I  mean  to  stand  by  the  city,  and 
if  th?re  is  an  implied  contract  it  is  that  the  gas 
company  should  be  protected  and  upheld,  and  I 
believe  1  stand  by  the  citizens  in  doing  so. 

Alderman  I'ower— I  took  the  gentleman  at  his 
word.  He  said,  "Stand  by  the  old  company."  I 
do  not  know  that  it  deserves  any  more  protection 
than  any  other  corporation  in  the  city.  I  stand 
here  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  taxpayers,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  it 
would  be  for  their  interest  to  have  a  new  gis  com- 
pany, whether  run  by  the  city  or  another  corpora- 
tion. Competition  is  the  life  of  this  country ;  it 
has  made  this  country  what  it  is,  and  the 
fact  that  equal  rights  are  guaranteed  to  every- 
body is  what  makes  corporations  and  business 
multiply  all  over  this  land.  Suppose  every 
branch  of  business  in  this  city  had  been  given  to 
one  concern;  we  would  not  have  reached  one- 
fortieth  of  our  size.  The  growth  of  the  country 
would  be  stopped  if  we  carried  out  that  principle. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  —  I  hope  this  subject  will  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday.  There  is  a 
new  order  here  which  I  have  seen  and  read  for 
the  first  time  today,  and  I  wish  to  look  it  over  and 
see  whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  grant  the  petition  of  the  new  company 
under  those  restrictions.  I  believe  it  is  a  question 
whether  there  should  not  be  another  gas  company 
established  in  the  city  of  Boston.  No  less  than 
8000  individuals,  including  many  of  the  most  re- 
spectable business  firms  in  this  city,  have 
asked  this  Board  to  grant  permission  to 
the  new  company  to  lay  down  pipes  in 
the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  this  city.  They  ex- 
pect that  a  new  company  will  create  competition 
which  will  tend  to  improve  the  quality  of  gas  by 
introducing  modern  improvements  in  its  manu- 
facture, and  thereby  also  lessening  the  price. 
These  8000  citizens  know  what  they  ask  for;  one- 
half  the  number  of  citizens  who  voted  at  the  last 
election  ask  you  to  grant  this  privilege  to  a  new 
company.  I  contend  that  their  request  should  be 
cared  for.  I  know  it  is  hard  to  grant  the  right  to 
compete  with  a  company  which  has  managed  its 
affairs  as  well  as  the  Boston  (iaslight  Company 
has ;  there  is  no  question  but  they  are  the  best 
managed  monopoly  that  ever  existed  in  Bos- 
ton ;  but  they  are  a  monopoly  and  have 
not  the  incentive  for  producing  gas  at  the  lowest 
prices.  They  say  they  supply  gas  at  the  lowest  rates 
at  which  they  can  sell  it  at  a  profit,  but  that  does 


not  wipe  out  the  fact  that  gas  is  produced  in  other 
cities  at  a  less  price  than  he^-e.  although  it  may 
not  be  distributed  at  a  less  price  to  the  citizens. 
Does  any  one  doubt  that  if  some  ot  the  diret'tors 
of  the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  should  secede 
and  come  here  and  ask  for  the  right  which  these 
people  ask  for,  we  would  not  grant  it,  if  they 
should  say  they  could  sell  gas  at  a  les>  price? 
There  has  been  a  great  levolntion  in  the  manu- 
facture of  gas.  It  is  made  in  Urooklyn  at  less 
than  ,fl  per  thousand  feet,  though  it  may  be  that 
the  ciiizens  do  not  get  it  at  a  greatly  re- 
duced rate.  But  such  is  the  fact,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  time  will  come  when  it  will  be 
used  extensively  for  heating  as  well  as  for  light. 
This  gas  is  produced  in  Brooklyn  from  naphtha,  I 
believe,  and  by  the  arrangements  made,  it  is  per- 
fectly safe.  There  is  also  a  process  by  which  gas  is 
made  from  i  oal  alone  at  a  less  price  per  thousand 
feet,  and  there  are  works  at  Yonkers  and  else- 
where in  operation  today,  and  the  same  principle 
is  proposed  to  be  introduced  into  this  neighbor- 
hood. It  is  but  a  short  time  since  the  man- 
agers of  the  telegraph  said  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible to  reduce  the  rates  of  teleeTaphinsr;  but 
competition  came,  and  they  have  quadrupled  the 
business  done  on  the  same  wires. 

Alderman  Worthington— Have  the  prices  been 
reduced  ? 

Alderman  Clark— The  prices  of  messages  from 
here  to  New  York  have  been  reduced. 

Alderman  Worthiiigton — What  has  been  the  re- 
duction in  price  during  that  time  ? 

Alderman  Clark — I  am  unable  to  state  that,  but 
it  showed  the  necessity  for  a  competing  line. 

Alderman  Worthington — Are  there  not  compet- 
ing lines  between  here  and  New  York? 

Alderman  Clark — I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
that  argument;  but  I  propose  to  say  that  having 
a  competing  gas  company,  u.sing  these  modern 
improvements,  would  tend  to  cheapen  gas.  I  con- 
tend that  there  is  no  more  reason  why  we  should 
not  have  competition  in  supplying  gas  than  we 
should  not  have  in  other  business.  It  would  be 
injlldiciou^,  of  course,  to  giant  this  right  to  com- 
panies ad  libitum,  because  it  would  be  impossible 
to  put  down  gas  pipes  in  every  street  by  a  great 
many  companies ;  but  there  is  room  enough  for 
another  company  to  use  our  streets  in  the  same 
manner  that  they  are  used  now.  If  the  new  com- 
pany are  not  going  to  give  this  Board  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  they  are  going  to  do  everything 
they  say,  then  it  is  not  right  for  us  to  grant 
them  the  right.  But  this  idea,  that  because  the  old 
company  have  served  us  so  well — as  there  is  no 
question  that  they  have — it  has  been  splendidly 
managed  for  a  monopoly,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
they  have  sold  gas  as  cheaply  as  they  can  afford 
to,  but  that  does  not  ring  out  of  sight  the  fact 
that  they  do  not  manufacture  gas  as  cheaply  as  it 
can  be  done.  So  it  does  seem  to  me  that  when  we 
have  been  asked  by  8000  citizens  of  Boston  to 
grant  this  petition,  we  should  pay  some  attention 
to  their  prayer.  The  Alderrnau  has  alluded 
to  the  8000  petitioners  for  a  fire  com- 
mission; we  listened  to  them,  as  we  did 
to  the  petitioners  for  a  Board  ot  Health,  and  in 
listening  to  them  we  have  done  the  city  good  ser- 
vice. Now,  if  we  can  be  positively  assured  that 
the  new  company  can  be  organized  with  capital 
enough  paid  up  to  enable  them  to  go  on  and  build 
works,  and  carry  on  the  business,  tnen  it  seems  to 
me  it  is  our  duty  to  grant  them  the  right  to  lay 
pipes  in  the  streets  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Peters— To  show  the  difficulty  of  as- 
certaining where  a  leak  is,  there  was  a  sewer  in 
Cornhill  filled  with  gas,  and  the  leak  was  found  to 
be  in  Haymarket  square.  In  regard  to  telegraph- 
ing, the  price  now  is  fifty  per  cent,  higher  than  it 
was  twenty  years  ago. 

Alderman  Power — When  we  have  8000  petition- 
ers, among  whom  are  such  men  as  Faulkner,  Page 
&  Co.,  William  Claflin  &  Co.,  I  think  it  is  prepos- 
terous for  gentlemen  to  say  they  io  not  know 
what  they  signed,  or  that  they  do  such  things 
without  any  consideration.  In  regard  to  my  op- 
posing a  fire  commission.  I  would  oppose  any- 
thing I  did  not  believe  right.  I  favor  this  in  the 
interest  of  the  people,  and  especially  the  poor 
people.  It  IS  well  known  that  the  high  price  of 
gas  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  poor  people  to  have 
that  blessing  in  their  houses.  If  gas  is  "cheapened 
it  could  be  used  for  heating  and  cooking.  I  am 
in  hopes  this  matter  may  be  settled  today.  I  do 
not  wish  to  delay  it;  but  if  any  gentleman  desires 
information  on  this  subject,  and  wants  it  laid 
over,  of  cour--e  the  majority  will  rule. 

Aldeiman  Clark— I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
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this  order  today,  for  I  certainly  shall  not  vote  to 
grant  this  permission  unless  it  is  surrounded  by 
sure  guarantees ;  unless  this  new  company  satis- 
fy me  that  thev  intend  to  go  on  and  erect  works 
and  furnish  cheaper  gas.  Considerable  has  been 
said  about  the  laying  of  pipes  interfering  with 
public  convenience.  It  may  interfere  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  perhaps  more ;  but  I  think  we  could  put 
up  with  it  in  Federal  street  for  a  few  days  if  we 
are  going  to  get  gas  cheaper  for  the  next  fifteen 
years.  Now  it  has  been  found  that  the  New  York 
street  lamps  are  lighted  and  taken  care  of  for  less 
than  they  are  in  Boston. 

Alderinan  AVorthnigton — How  much  do  they 
charge  for  gas  in  New  York? 

Alderman  Clark— They  get  .S33  for  the  street 
lamps. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  point  turns  upon 
the  comparative  prices  of  gas  in  New  York  and 
Boston. 

Aldeiinan  Clark — It  may  be  they  are  making  a 
muidi  larger  percentage  of  profit  in  New  York 
than  ill  Boston  ;  then  it  is  for  the  citizens  to  take 
this  matter  in  hand  and  see  if  the  price  cannot  be 
reduced. 

Alderman  Stebbin^— When  any  number  of  peti- 
tioneis,  whether  six  or  eight  thousaiul,  come  here 
and  a«k  us  to  consider  their  request,  they  expect 
us  not  only  to  consider  what  they  ask,  but,  as  pub- 
lic servants,  to  consider  the  matter  In  all  its  bear- 
ings. They  ask  us  to  hear  them,  and  consider  the 
g^uestion  in  all  other  respects,  whether  it  would  be 
judicious,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petirions,  whether  they 
are  properly  treated  or  not  by  the  existing 
companies,  whether  the  price  they  pay  for  gas 
is  unduly  high,  or  whether  the  quality  is  not  suf- 
ficiently good.  During  the  progress  of  Che-!e  sever- 
al hearings,  I  became  exceedingly  interpsted,  and  1 
found  myself  mcJre  so  as  they  continued  from  dav  to 
day;  and  more  especially  as  the  witnesses  spoke 
of  the  new  inventions  of  the  past  few  years.  I 
have  been  impressed  that  it  is  a  matter  whicli 
needs  still  further  investigation,  and  I  am  in 
hopes  that  the  Alderman  who  makes  the  minority 
report  will  consent  to  let  the  subject  jro  over  to  the 
next  City  Government,  when  itmay  be  investigated 
still  further.  If  it  is  pressed  tonight  I  shall  vote 
against  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
for  I  have  not  yet  seen  any  exigency  for  it.  I 
state  my  position  fairly,  so  that  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  10  will  not  think  I  am  dodging  this 
question.  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed  to  go  over, 
and  have  still  further  consideration  next 
year.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  still  further 
investigation  made  of  the  new  processes 
for  manufacturing  gas.  There  was  a  petition  for 
the  city  to  establish  gas  works  of  its  own,  and  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  reported  leave  to  withdraw, 
without  giving  them  any  hearing  whatever. 

Alderman  Hall — Are  you  aware  that  they  did  not 
ask  for  a  hearing  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins-  -When  petitioners  like  Wil- 
liam Claflin  &  Co.,  and  Nash,  Sppulding  &  Co., 
come  here  and  ask  us  to  consider  a  matter,  I  should 
suppose  that  common  courtesy  would  dictate  to 
the  committee  to  notify  them  before  the  peti- 
tion was  reported  upon.  That  is  the  cus- 
tom of  cominiitees  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected. I  hope  this  matter  will  go  over 
to  the  next  City  Government,  and  that  the  ques- 
tion be  considered,  both  in  connection  with  the 
old  and  die  new  company,  especially  the  proposi- 
tion for  the  city  to  furnish  the  citizens  with  gas. 
The  objections  to  having  our  streets  opened  are 
so  many  that  we  should  hesitate  before  granting 
them  permission.  In  the  city  of  Washington  an 
examination  was  recently  ordered  to  be  made  of 
gas  furnished  there  as  compared  with  that  of 
other  cities,  and  I  took  occasion  to  write  to  an 
eminent  chemist  of  Philadelphia  who  was  employ- 
ed to  make  the  investigat'on  tor  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  with  your  permission  will  read  his 
letter : 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  26, 1874. 

Hon.  *'.  B.  Stebbins:  Dear  Sir— Yours  of  22d 
instant  received.  After  an  examination  of  the 
gas  furnished  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  New  York, 
Washington,  Philadelphia,  Jersey  City,  Brooklyn, 
and  several  places  of  lesser  note,  I  find  that  in  re- 
spect to  the  possession  of  illuminating  power  and 
freedom  from  impurities  and  deleterious  matters 
the  gas  furnished  by  the  Boston  Gas  Works 
ranks  first,  and  that  from  Washington  city,  D.  C., 
next. 

The  tests  made  at  Boston  and  Washington  show 
that  the  gases  sold  to  consumers  in  the  cities  are 
of  much  greater  illuminating  power  and  purity 


than  the  legal  enactments  of  those  localities  pro- 
vide for,  whereas  in  all  of  the  other  cities  named 
gas  is  furnished  which  does  not  in  any 
particular  equal  them,  nor  could  it  be  de- 
clared merchantable  if  similar  standards  were 
there  required  by  ?aw. 

The  fact  of  greatest  importance  determined  by 
a  comparison  of  the  products  of  the  gas  works  in 
the  several  localities  noted  is  the  necessitv  <,t  ad- 
justing the  amount  of  the  iinpuxities  to  the  com- 
mercial value  of  the  gas,  especially  the  percentage 
of  vapor  of  ammoiiiia.  I  have  heretofore  fixed  the 
limit  of  this  impurity  at  five  grains  per  100  cubic 
feet  of  gas  for  fourteen-candle  gas.  but  am  now 
convinced  that  it  will  be  proper  to  allow  the  pies- 
ence  of  (not  more  than)  ten  grains  of  this  impurity 
to  100  cubic  feet  oi  gas  which  shall  have  an  illu- 
minating power  of  twenty  candles,  such  as  I 
found  in  your  city. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  my  examination 
of  the  gas  delivered  at  the  Tremont  House  in  Bos- 
ton on  Dec.  8,  9,  and  10, 1874,  determined  that  it 
was  snperioi  in  quality  and  purity  to  an^  other 
gas  that  1  have  ever  examined  in  any  city  in  this 
country. 

I  was  not  personally  acquainted  with   anyone 
connected  with  the    gas  comoany,  and   my  visit 
was  made  without  announcement  to  any  one. 
Respectfully,     Charles  M.  Cressox,  M.  D. 

Now  bere  is  the  testimony  of  a  witness  upon 
who'^  we  can  place  great  reliance,  that  the  quali- 
ty of  gas  in  Boston  is  sujien'or  tothat  in  .any  other 
city  of  this  country.  In  view  of  that  fact,  and  also 
of  other  facts  be  iring  upon  this  matt«-r,  the  ob- 
jection to  opening  the  streets  for  laying  the  pipes, 
I  shall  certainly  vote  against  granting  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  I  should  prefer  to  have  it  re- 
fened  co  the  next  Citj  Government. 

Alderman  Clark — I  'fully  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  8.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  city 
in  the  couiiti  y  that  has  so  good  a  quality  of  gas 
furnished  it  as  Boston.  It  is  certainly  superior  to 
that  furnished  in  New  York ;  I  took  pains  to  look 
into  it,  when  I  was  there  last  week.  But  we  want 
this  same  quality  at  a  less  price,  if  it  is  possible  to 
manufacture  it.".  It  has  been  shown  conclusively 
that  a  good  quality  of  gas  can  be  sold  at  a  less 
price. 

Alderman  Worthington — There  is  an  assertion 
of  this  kind  and  I  would  like  you  to  give  me  some 
proof  of  it. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Kennedy  stated,  1  think, 
that  gas  was  manufactured  at  $1.50  per  thousand 
in  New  York  by  the  Mutual  Gas  Company.  It  was 
proved  conclusively  by  Mr.  Nash  that  he  was  mak- 
ing gas  at  sixty  cents  per  thousand.  Mr.  Oiton, 
the  president  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  told  me  within  a  fortnight,  without 
any  regard  to  the  granting  of  this  petition,  that 
gas  is  manufactured  at  less  than  .ijil  a  thousand  in 
Brooklyn;  he  ki  ows  that  to  be  a  fact,  for  he  is 
interested  in  the  company  as  a  stockholder.  It 
is  notorious  that  it  is "  not  necessary  that 
gas  should  be  made  of  Albert  cot],  for 
they  are  making  gas  now  from  coal  with 
nothing  mixed  with  it.  Why  not  let 
us  have  the  benefit  of  these  improvements?  If 
we  are  satisfied  that  this  company  mean  business, 
whv  not  let  thein  try  the  experiment  in  a  particu- 
lar locality?  I  do  not  know  that  they  want  to  run 
pipes  through  Court  street.  Confine  them  to  a 
particular  section.  Let  us  have  the  exjieriment 
tried  and  find  out  if  it  is  possible  to  produce  gas 
at  a  less  i>rice  than  that  charged  by  the  old  com- 
pany. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  debate  seems  to 
have  turned  on  the  cost  and  price  of  gas.  We  have 
had  ample  testimony  u))on  this  subject.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy asserts  it  can  be  made  for  .'5;2,  and 
when  asked  for  details,  he  throws  himself 
back  upon  his  reserved  rights,  and  says 
they  belong  to  the  Mutual  Gas  Company.  Mr.  Neal 
says  it  costs  nearly  $2.50  in  some  cases  and  $2.60 
in  "others.  And  I  desire  to  say  here  that  the  Bos- 
ton Gaslight  Company  has  every  improvement 
made  in  Europe,  with  one  single  exception.  I 
ascertained  that  fact  not  from  Mr.  (Jreenough, 
but  from  others.  They  have  sent  a  man  to  Europe 
every  ten  years  to  get  ah  the  improvements,  and 
the  last  time  their  agent  went  to  St.  Petersburg, 
and  there  is  no  improvement  that  will  manufac- 
ture gas  cheaper  than  the  Boston  company  can. 
When  you  talk  about  naphtha  and  other  kinds  of 
oil  I  say  there  is  no  improvement  that  would  al- 
low it  to  be  used  here  in  dwelling  houses.  When 
you  go  beyond  the  burning  power  of  the  Boston 
gas  you  get  smoke  that  will  not  permit  it  to  be 
used  in  dwellings. 
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Mr.  Nash  is  making  gas  at  a  less  price,  but  Mr. 
Neal  testitics  that  it  cannot  be  used  in  dwellings, 
because  it  is  k)  rich  that  it  smokes  as  soon  as 
you  put  it  in  a  l)uiner.  We  have  the  tesiiniony  of 
manufacturers  of  gas  that  it  is  sold  as  low  in 
Boston  as  it  can  be.  In  Brooklyn  the  territory  is 
liivided  into  districts,  and  the  citizens  have  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  capital  of  two  comi)anies. 
Arid  that  will  be  th"  case  here.  Instead  of  pay- 
ing a  percentngo  on  two  nidlidns,  we  shall  have 
to  pay  interest  on  five  millions;  ami  today 
they  are  not  making  ten-  per  cent.,  and 
last  year  did  not  make  that.  The  new  com- 
pany will  require  two  years  to  build  their 
works  to  supply  1,000,000  feet  of  gas.  The 
quantity  sold  by  the  Boston  company  is  6,600,000 
feet.  If  it  takes  two  years  to  supply  1 ,000,000  feet, 
it  will  take  six  years  to  sui)ply.  the  balan(^e.  What 
are  we  to  gain  by  having  our  streets  l)ioken  up 
for  the  laying  of  the  i)ipes?  They  propose  to  go 
through  certain  streets ;  they  are  not  the  side 
streets,  but  the  main  street--,  where  are  the  largest 
consumers.  I  think  we  should  look  to  it  that  we 
shall  not  be  imposed  upon  in  that  way. 
It  they  manufacture  gas  at  such  a  cheap 
rat'!  in  Brooklyn,  why  do  they  not  sup- 
ply It  at  a  '  cheap  rate?  They  charge 
$2.75  in  Brooklyn,  and  in  every  city  where 
there  is  competition  the  price  ranges  from  $2.75  to 
$3.50,  except  in  Detroit.  In  Baltimore  the  price 
is  less  than  in  Boston.  In  Washington,  the  capi- 
tol  is  suppli"tl  for  $2.40,  anj  the  citizens  for  $2.75. 
Do  you  believe  that  if  they  had  found  that  gas 
could  be  supplied  for  less,  they  would  not 
have  required  it?  The  Boston  Gaslight  Company 
have  invariably  reduced  the  rates  of  gas  when  it 
could  be  afforded.  No  one  denies  that.  When 
coal  was  down  t.ie  i)rice  of  gas  was  down,  and  , 
when  coal  went  up  again  the  price  of  gas  went 
up,  I  am  assuied  by  the  company  that  when  they 
can  make  gas  and  sell  it  for  $2  they  will  do 
so.  We  are  getting  better  treatment  than 
any  city  in  the  Union.  It  is  true  that 
in  Philadeldhia  tlie  citizens  are  supplied  for 
$2.40,  but  there  are  15,000  street  lamps  there,  and 
the  cost  is  at  least  $7  a  thousand  to  the  citizens, 
instead  of  $2.40,  for  they  have  to  pay  it  in  their 
tax  bills.  When  you  consider  these  things,  how 
can  you  stand  here  and  propose  to  increase  the 
capital  the  citizens  will  have  to  pay  interest  on 
to  fiveor  seven  millions,  on  which  we  will  have  to 
pay  ten  pei  cent.?  No  company  will  invest  their 
money  for  less  than  that.  Therefore  I  think  our 
best  course  is  to  protect  the  citizens  from  being 
compelled  to  pav  interest  on  so  large  a  capital, 
and  we  should  hesitate  to  grant  this  petition. 

Alderman  Hall— If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8 
will  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Board  I  will  en- 
deavor to  show  him  why  the  Committee  on  Lamps 
gave  the  petitioners  no  hearing.  Thev  asked  the 
city  to  obtain  authority  to  build  gas  works.  They 
did  not  ask  for  a  hearing  and  1  never  heard  that 
they  wanted  one ;  and  we  might  know  that  it 
never  would  be  granted  on  account  of  the  vacil- 
lating course  of  tlie  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters.  I  think  the  Committee 
on  Lamps  did  their  honest  duty. 

Alderman  Power  —  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  says  he  knows  whereof  he  talks.  Well, 
he  came  in  here,  the  other  day,  with  a  matter  of 
$200,000,  and  we  found  on  investigation  how  very 
Uttle  he  knew  about  it.  He  savs  the  Boston  com- 
pany have  all  the  modern  improvements,  anti  have 
sent  to  Europe  once  in  ten  yeais  for  them. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  said  all  the  mo  lern 
improvements  worth  a  dollar. 

Alderman  Power— What  zeal  they  have  shown 


to  get  improvements  by  sending  to  Europe  once 
in  ten  years!  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
the  trouble  of  finding  leaks;  it  is  veiy  little  to 
their  credit  if  in  fifty  years  they  have  not  invented 
some  m<  thod  ot  finding  leaks,  and  it  is  time  to 
have  some  competition.  I  do  nor  bel  eve  any  gen- 
tleman on  this  continent  has  devoted  so  'much 
time  to  this  sub.iect  as  Mi .  Nash,  anil  he  says  Bos- 
ton is  emi>hatically  the  cheapest  city  in  the  coun- 
try lo  light  with  gas;  it  is  ;  o  compact.  [The  Al- 
derman read  a  lengthy  extra  t  f  rom  Mr.  Na.sh's 
testimony  on  this  point,]  He  concluded  by  stat- 
ing again  that  he  could  see  no  other  way  to 
solve  the  difhcuUv  than  to  graiit  the  petition. 

Alderman  Worthington  cited  the  case  ot  Detroit 
as  showing  the  result  of  competition;  and  the  re- 
ported explosion  in  New  York  to  show  the  danger 
of  storing  large  quantities  of  najjhtha. 

Alderman  Stebbins  exphuned  the  state  of  af- 
fairs at  the  legislative  hearing  last  year  in  regard 
to  the  gas  companies,  and  Alderman  Power  ex- 
plained the  facts  which  caused  him  to  introduce 
the  order. 

The  subject  was  then  specially  assigned  to  next 
Thursday  at  21/2  P.  M.— yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldeimen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Emery,  Hall,  Power,  Prescott— 8. 

Nay.' — A.1  lermen  Harris,  Peters,  Stebbins, 
Worthington — 4. 

COMPENSATION   FOB  EXTRA   SERVICES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  following  bills  for  extra 
services  performed  by  officers  in  the  employ  of 
the  City  Government  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  ot  Accounts,  provided  they  are  ap- 
proved in  the  usual  manner:  .J.  H.  Jenkins, 
amounting  to  $10;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  West  f^oston  and  Cragie's  bridges.  John 
L.Cook,  $25;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Salaries.  L.  F.  Morse,  auctioneer's  expenses, 
$108.75;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Primary  Schoolhouse,  Cottage  place,  Roxbuiy. 
IsaacJacobs,  $183,  M.  P.  Berry,  $34,  E.  F.  Mecuen, 
$32,  Samuel  Mcintosh,  $22;  severally  to  be  charged 
to  the  ai>propriation  for  Election  Expenses,  etc. 
Read  once. 

CONDITIONS     RELEASED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  report  and 
order  to  cancel  the  bond  of  John  Farrington,  for 
a  lot  of  land  on  Adams  and  Gibson  streets,  were 
taken  from  the  table  and  indefiritely  postponed. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  whenever  a  building  satisfactory 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  shall  have  been 
erected  or  placed  upon  the  lot  of  land  on  Adams 
street,  corner  of  Gibson  street,  as  sold  by  the  city 
to  John  Farrington,  Sept.  1,  1871,  and  a  deed  is 
called  for,  then  the  same  is  to  be  given  without 
the  condition  as  set  forth  in  the  agreement  re- 
ceived by  him  from  the  city,  to  convey  said  land, 
and  which  reads  as  follows:  No  building  shall  be 
erected  upon  the  described  premises,  the  use  of 
which  is  to  be  for  any  other  than  religious  pur- 
poses. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent  down. 

Several  motions  were  made  to  take  business 
from  the  table,  and  lost,  and  an  effort  was  made  by 
Alderman  Peters  to  have  a  report  at  the  next 
meeting  on  the  addition  of  a  story  co  the  old 
court  house,  but  Aldermen  Clark  and  Emery  said 
it  would  be  impossible  to  do  f  o,  and  the  Board  re- 
fused to  adopt  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the 
Board  adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  till  Thurs- 
day next  at  2  P.  M. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
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Adjoiiruecl  regular  meeting  at  two  o'clock  1*. 
M.,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  the  chair. 

EXEC'UTIVB    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Nicholas  G.  Lynch. 
Special  Police  Officer— E(l gar  \V.  Lord,  Cressy's 
wharf  and  Noyes's  mill  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  Vie  Committee  on  Common  on  the  pari  of  the 
Hoard.  A.  J.  Carter,  for  removal  of  tree  at  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Henley  streets,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Coinmittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Samson  Holland,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Wise  place, 
No.  2. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

The  petition  of  Golding  &  Co.,  for  license  for 
steam  engine  in  the  (Treen  Dragon  Building, 
wss  considered  on  an  o'der  of  notice,  and  no  one 
appearing  to  object,  th6  iietition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Paving  to  contract 
with  Choate  Burnham  for  300  feet  of  grading  on 
Vale  street,  at  a  cost  of  $2500.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  William  Mahoney  $10,228, 
for  Thorndike-street  damages.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  furniture  for  Mu- 
nicipal Court  room,  Dorchester,  at  a  cost  of  $1200. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pay  bills  for  extra  services  of  sundry 
city  officers.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  establishinj;  a  route  for  the  East  Cam- 
bridge and  Boston  Omnibus  line. 

iVJderman  Harris—  I  would  like  to  ask  what 
number  of  omnibuses  are  likely  to  avail  of  that 
privilege  ? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  think  at  present  there  is 
one  about  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  if  the 
line  proves  successful  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
proijrietors  to  )un  one  in  about  five  minutes. 

Alderman  Hall — It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  l)e 
well  to  add  an  amendment  so  that  there  should 
not  be  more  than  one  a  minute;  or  to  limit  them 
to  a  stated  number  per  hour. 

Ahlerman  Bigelow— I  do  not  suppose  that  it 
would  b(>  within  the  province  of  the  Committee 
on  Licenses  to  prescribe  the  number  per  hour. 
They  have  the  rght  to  run  as  many  as  they  see  fit. 

The  order  was  passed. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CITY   SOLICITOR. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  was 
received,  laid  upon  the  table,  and  "ordered  to  be 
printed.  , 

THE   LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
two  o'clock,  viz.,  the  ordinance  to  amend  the  or- 
dinance relating  to  ths  Law  Department,  the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  oifered  by  Al- 
derman Bigelow. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  co  amend  by  striking  out 
section  2  and  inserting  the  following: 

"Sect.  2.  Whenevei',  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Mayor,  such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require 
that  additional  assistance  should  be  furnished  in 
the  Law  Department,  the  Mayor  may,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  provide 
such  assistance  for  the  time  being  as  he  may  deem 
expedient;  and  the  compensation  therefor  shall  be 
established  by  the  Committee  on  Claims." 

Alderman  Bigelow — If  that  amendment  is  cal- 
culated to  secure  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  I 
shall  not  object  to  its  adoption.  The  ordinance, 
as  reported  by  the  committee,  was  supijosed  to 
meet  the  ca^e,  and  as  in  its  amended  form  it 
would  secure  the  substantial  reenforcement  of 
the  force  of  the  department,  I  shall  not  object  to  it. 

The  Chair— Does  the  Chair  understaiiu  Alder- 
man Bigelow  to  withdraw  his  amendment? 

Alderman  Pigelow — I  do. 

Alderman  Hall— It  seems  to  me  that  the  ordi- 
nance will  not  then  stand  just  exactly  right.  The 
first  section  is  to  the  effect  that  the  Mayor  shall 
nomnate,  and  by  and  with  the  a'  vice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  appoint  a 
fourth  A.'sistant  Solicitor,  who  shall  be  styled  tr.e 


City  Conveyancer.  By  the  araendracnt  the  Mayor 
may  appoint  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  1  he  Committee  on  Claims.  Both  commit- 
tees cannot  act  in  unison,  or  if  such  is  not  the  in- 
tention perhaps  I  do  not  understand  it. 

Alderman  Clark — The  amendment  which  J  of- 
fered has  nothing  to  do  with  the  section 
which  relates  to  the  fourth  Assistant  Solicitor, 
who  IS  to  be  permanently  employed.  That  officer 
is  to  be  i)ermanent.  Now,  section  2  provides  that 
during  the  session  of  the  Legi*<lature  a  man  shall 
be  employed  to  take  care  of  the  city's  interest 
theie,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  Sections  also 
provides  that  the  Mayor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  shall  employ  such 
extra  help  as  any  emergency  shall  require.  The 
amendment  places  the  whole  matter  of  hiring 
counsel  to  go  to  the  Legislature  or  to  attend  to 
any  ont'-)<le  case  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mayor  and  Committee  on  Claims.  But  Section  1 
will  still  provide  for  an  additional  iiermaneut  as- 
sistant. 

Alderman  Hall— That  is  satisfactory. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  '  Clark  was 
adopted. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  section  1. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hope  the  Alderman  will  give 
some  reason  for  making  that  motion.  If  there  are 
any  good  reasons  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  them. 

Alderman  Cutter — My  reasons  are  that  the 
amendment  just  adopted'co vers  the  whole  ground ; 
it  allows  the  Mayor  and  Committee  on  Claims  to 
employ  all  necessary  assistance,  which  will  i)ro- 
vide  for  all  the  necessary  wants  of  the  law  depart- 
ment. Section  1  proposes  to  establish  an  ad- 
ditional salaried  officer,  and  of  course  after  it  is 
once  tistahl'shed  it  is  permanent  and  difficult  to 
be  abolished,  for  no  matter  how  little  an  officer 
may  do  he  will  have  friends  enough  to  prevent  its 
abolition.  As  I  stated  at  our  last  meeting  the 
business  will  not  be  so  great  in  the  future  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past  few  years,  and  the  work  of 
conveyancing  and  examining  titles  will  not  be  so 
great.  We  had  more  of  such  work  to  do  on  the 
Suffolk-street  district  than  we  ^hall  probably 
have  in  the  next  two  years  to  come.  The  Church- 
street  district  also  made  a  large  amount  of  busi- 
ness for  the  City  Solicitor's  Department.  Ihey 
have  done  it,  and  done  it  well  with  one  Solicitor 
and  three  assistants,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
there  is  any  suffering  in  the  department  for  addi- 
tional help  to  be  added.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances jiaid  out,  I  learn  from  the  Auditor,  about 
$1400  this  year,  and  as  this  officer  will  have  to  re- 
ceive $2500  or  .f  3000  for  what  we  got  done  for  ;61400, 
I  think  it  will  be  economy  net  to  adopt  this  sec- 
tion. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hope  section  1  will  not  be 
stricken  out.  It  seems  to  me  that  any  one  who  is 
conversant  with  the  duties  of  the  City  Solicitor 
and  his  assistants,  cannot  help  seeing  that  more 
permanent  assistance  is  necessary  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  city's  interest.  It  m?.y  be  there  has  been 
no  Suffolk-street  district  to  take  care  of  this  year ; 
luit  in  a  city  growing  as  rapidly  as  this,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office  of  City  Solicitor  must 
necessarily  increase  and  grow  as  rapidly  as 
the  city  does.  When  the  City  Solicitor  was 
first  appointed,  he  took  care  of  all  the 
legal  affairs  of  the  city  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  spare  and  attend  to  his 
own  business.  Now  it  requires  all  of  his  time 
from  early  morning  till  late  in  the  evening,  and  if 
you  expect  to  have  the  services  of  the  present 
Solicitor  a  great  while  longer,  you  must  take  a 
part  of  the  work  oft'  his  shoulders.  It  may  be  that 
many  members  of  this  Board  do  not  understand 
what  is  required  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor. 
There  have  been,  in  the  past  year,  145  cases  en- 
tered in  court;  some  have  'e^n  settled  without 
trial,  and  there  have  been  seventy-nine  or  eighty 
actual  trials,  averaging  one  and  a  halt  cases  every 
week  ;  and  tliose  who  have  had  occasion  to  go  into 
court  know  i^ery  well  how  much  time  a  single  case 
occupies.  Besides  that,  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
cases  have  been  appealed,  and  they  had  to  be 
argued  before  the  Supreme  Court.  In  addition  to 
that,  some  600  trustee  cases  have  had  to  be  an- 
swered from  the  office  of  the  Solicitor,  and 
instead  of  these  new  courts  being  an  aid  to  and 
taking  away  from  the  labors  of  this  department, 
they  have  increased  its  labors.  The  Solicitor  anil 
bis  assistants  are  obliged  to  go  to  some  of  the 
courts  in  the  outlying  wards  nearly  eveiy  week. 
This  matter  of  conveyancing  is  something  which 
those  who  have  not  looked  into  it  do  not  under- 
stand.    For  instance,  it    became    necessary  th 
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other  day,  in  makiug  an  exijenditure  for  the  city 
of  less  tlian  $10,000  to  examine  the  titles  of  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  estates,  which  it  would  lake  a 
conveyancer  more  than  twenty  days  to  do.  It  is 
in  Norfolk  County,  and  he  is  oblij^ed  to  go  to  Ded- 
ham  and  search  the  records  there.  It  is  necessary 
to  have  our  business  done,  whether  in  conveyanc- 
ing land,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  iu  a  legal  manner. 
Another  thing:  The  City  Solicitor  himself  is 
driven  all  the  time ;  he  bas  no  time  to  prepare  his 
cases  with  the  care  tbey  deserve;  as  soon  as  he 
gets  through  with  one  case  another  comes  on, 
and  he  has  not  the  advantage  his  opponents 
have  in  preparing  cases  at  leisure  ;  his 
cases  come  so  fast  that  it  is  impossible 
to  properly  prepare  them.  1  hope  this  City 
Government  will  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  City 
Solicitor  such  assistance  as  is  necessary  to  protect 
the  legal  interests  of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  tirst  City  Solicitor  nas  enough  to  do,  without 
ever  going  into  court  to  try  a  case,  in  acting 
as  the  city's  legal  adviser  and  taking  care  of  the 
cases  which  are  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  bciieve  that  department  needs  a  permanent  in- 
crease in  its  force  and  I  hope  we  shall  give  it. 

Alderman  Power — 1  bope  the  motion  to  strike 
out  section  1  will  prevail.  1  think  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  every  person  that  theie  is  no  possibility 
of  anything  like  the  amount  of  business  to  be 
d(me  in  the  future  by  the  City  Solicitor's  office 
that  we  have  had  in  the  past.  For  instance,  a 
large  aiuouut  of  iiroperiy  was  wiped  out  by  the 
great  fire,  and  almost  eveiy  street  on  the  burnt 
district  had  to  be  widened,  and  there  was  more  or 
less  conveyancing  to  be  done  in  almost  every 
street,  and  that  made  an  innnense  business;  the 
business  in  connection  with  the  Suffolk  and  Church 
street  districts  is  very  nearly  completed,  and  of 
course  there  is  some  business  yet  unfinished  in  re- 
lation to  the  burnt  district.  But  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  such  an  amount  of  business  to  be  done 
in  the  future,  Therefore  it  seems  to  me  a  wrong 
time  to  make  any  addition  to  the  expenses  of  that 
office.  Furthermore,  there  is  another  reason 
why  it  is  not  a  time  to  meddle  with  it.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  when  the  report  is  made  on  the  new 
city  charter  there  will  be  some  suggestions  made 
for  the  reorganization  of  this  department,  and  as 
thai  report  is  about  to  be  offered  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, this  measure  should  go  over  to  the  next  City 
Government,  if  this  section  is  not  stricken  out. 
Everybody  knows  all  the  city  business  must  be 
lessened  (luring  the  next  year;  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  every  department  must  be  cut  down,  and 
that  we  must  retrench.  It  is  not  the  way  to  begin 
retrenchment  by  adding  one  or  two  more  salaried 
officers  to  the  expenses  of  the  city.  There  must 
be  less  streets  laid  out,  less  public  improvements 
in  every  way,  and  consequently  less  business  for 
the  City  Solicitor.  I  cannot  see  where  there  is  to 
be  the  busffiess  during  the  coming  year  that  there 
has  been  in  the  past  year.  Then  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  whole  department  is  to  be 
reorganized  by  the  new  charter,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  not  act  upon  this  at  the  present 
time,  but  that  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  next  City  Government,  and  I 
move  to  make  that  reference." 

AlderiBay  Frescott— I  hope  that  the  last  motion 
will  not  prevail.  lam  surprised  at  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  and  the 
senior  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  one  of  whom  has 
been  a  mewnber  of  this  Board  three  years  and 
the  other  four.  My  experience  during  tins  year 
has  been  that  the  Law  Department  of  this  city  of 
Boston  is  not  nearly  as  strongly  equipped  in  point 
of  numbers  as  it  should  be.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  interests  of  the  city  can  b8  properly  looked 
after  by  one  Solicitor  and  three  assistants.  The 
expenses  of  that  department  are  about  116,000  a 
year  for  salaries,  a  500th  part  of  one  per  cent,  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city.  Now%  1  claim  that  pri- 
vate business  firms  and  corporations  in  this  city 
are  paying  as  much  as  that  for  regular  legal  ser- 
vices every  year;  and  how  can  we  expect  to  have 
the  very  many  interests  of  the  city  properly  attend- 
ed to  without  an  increase  of  the  force.  This  pro- 
vision of  the  ordinance  is  merely  to  bridge  it  over 
till  the  whole  department  can  be  reorganized  and 
properly  equipped,  as  I  hope  it  will  be  in  the 
course  of  a  year's  time;  meanwhde  we  need  more 
help  in  that  department.  In  regard  to  the  proba- 
bility of  there  not  being  so  much  work  in  that  de- 
partment as  in  the  past,  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  probability  of  such  a  thing  at  all.  I  have  con- 
sulted the  City  Solicitor  iu  regard  to  this  matter. 
There  are  a  great  many  important  questions  con- 
tinually coming  up  that  require  a   great  deal  of 


time  ard  consideration,  involving,  as  they  do  in 
many  cases,  very  large  iuterests.  As  I  said  before, 
the  establish  jaent  of  the  betterment  law,  the 
Buiiaing  act,  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Registrars 
of  Voters,  have  all  brought  a  multitude  of  ques- 
tions to  that  department  for  decision.  I  learn 
that  (me  board  of  this  City  Government,  of  which 
th<;  senior  Alderman  from  Ward  6  is  a  member, 
have  asked  the  exclusive  time  of  one  of  the  As- 
sistant Solicitois,  to  attend  the  meetings  and  look 
after  the  interests  of  that  department— the  Water 
Board— and  the  Solicitor  could  not  grant  it.  I 
have  no  doubt  one  might  be  ernployea  there  very 
profitably  ;  but  at  present  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Solicitor  to  attend  to  that  work.  I  h(jpe  this  ordi- 
nance will  be  passed,  as  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Mayor  will  take  occasion  to  exercise  this  authori- 
ty if  it  is  given  to  him,  that  proper  legal  talent 
may  be  secured,  the  interests  of  the  city  be  looked 
after  in  every  particular,  and  the  department  put 
upon  such  a  basis  as  it  deserves. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  wish  to  disclaim  any  argu- 
ment against  employing  a  proper  number  of  coun- 
sel. That  is  what  we  propose  to  do;  but  not  to 
add  an  additional  permanent  force  to  the  City's 
Solicitor's  Department.  That  is  not  alvvays  the 
best  way  to  get  the  best  counsel.  You  can  hire 
better  counsel  than  perhaps  would  take  that  posi- 
tion if  it  was  offered  to  them,  and  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  the  city  to  do  so.  1  do  not  propose  to  seethe 
City  Governinent  harmed  by  not  employingproper 
legal  counsel;  but  I  do  propose  to  oppose  this  con- 
tinual adding  on  of  salaried  officers.  If  you  con- 
tinue in  this  way  you  will  perhaps  make  half  the 
Suffolk  Bar  assistant  solicitors.  The  gentleman 
speaks  of  the  Water  Board,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, and  I  have  yet  to  know  of  their  asking  the 
whole  time  of  an  Assistant  Solicitor.  I  think  for 
$2500  we  should  get  more  time  from  a  man  than  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  that  board.  Neither  do  I 
receive  communications  asking  me  to  favor  this, 
because  my  friend  will  probably  'eceive  the  office 
if  it  is  created.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  says 
in  generalities  that  we  must  protect  the  city's 
interests.  I  say  we  have  got  to  do  it.  But  he  does 
not  give  us  the  magnitude  of  the  business  com- 
parea  with  two  years  ago.  It  may  be  less.  If  it 
is,  his  argument  fails,  and  there  is  no  virtue  in  it. 
The  (luestiou  is  in  going  on.  Since  I  have  been  in 
the  Board  one  or  two  assistants  have  been  added. 
I  say  the  city  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  a  a^an's 
services  in  this  way  unless  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  it.  If  there  is  an  absolute  necessity 
for  it,  we  can  hire  legal  talent  at  any  time. 

Alderman  Clark— I  do  not  know  that  I  am  capa- 
ble of  convincing  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  that 
an  increase  is  absolutely  necessary,  or  to  tell  the 
precise  increase  of  business  in  that  office  during 
the  year  1874;  but  I  did  state  that  when  Mr.  Healy 
was  first  elected  Solicitor  the  business  was  so 
small  that  he  was  able  to  attend  to  it  wit!  out 
anv  assistance,  and  have  one-half  of  the 
time  for  Ins  own  business.  Now  the  of- 
fice requires  the  constant  attendance  and 
labor  of  the  Solicitor  and  three  assistants,  and 
there  are  no  three  or  four  legal  gentlemen  who 
work  more  hours  in  their  offices  than  they  do,  and 
still  the  work  of  the  office  is  behind-hand- largely 
behind-hand.  "Whether  or  not  that  shows  an  in- 
crease of  the  business  is  for  the  Board  to  .iudge. 
There  are  manv  questions  of  importauce  that  must 
naturally  arise"  in  the  years  to  come.  Besides  the 
territories  already  graded,  it  is  not  impossible 
that  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  another  district 
almost  as  large  as  the  Suffolk  district  may  be  con- 
sidered in  the  coming  year;  possibly  it  may  not 
be  carried  through,  but  a  petition  has  come  here 
to  have  the  grade  of  the  Dedham-street  district 
raised,  as  it  is  in  an  unhealthy  condition.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  tal'/i  about  economizing,  but  let  us 
begin  to  economize  where  we  can  afford  it.  This 
ordinance  contemplates  an  expenditure  of  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars  a  year  additional  for  one  de- 
partment. It  is  a  small  item  ;  it  is  the  small  items 
that  always  create  the  loudest  talk  upon  the  score 
of  econoniy,  wh'le large  projects  go  through  with- 
out much  discussion  ;  but  the  items  of  one  or  two 
or  three  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars,  which  are 
proven  to  be  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to 
make,  cause  the  greatest  talk.  It  seems  to'  me 
that  the  necessity  of  this  case  is  so  obvious  to 
every  man  who  has  had  occasion  to  look  into  it, 
that  it  requires  no  argument  to  see  the  impor- 
tance of  having  additional  services  in  that  depart- 
ment. The  fact  of  the  new  city  charter  com- 
ing before  the  Government  next  year  has  nothing 
to  do  Willi  this  case.  We  have  a  great  many  im- 
portant cases  on  the  docket  ready  for  irial ;  thev 
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have  got  to  be  attended  to,  ind  cannot  be  delayed 
for  the  city  to  accept  the  new  citv  charter.  It  is 
no  sign  that  because  the  new  charter  is  nearly 
ready  it  is  going  to  be  adopted  at  once.  Pos- 
sibly it  may  be  many  months  before  the  new  char- 
ter is  adopted.  Meantime,  for  lack  of  sufficient 
force  iu  the  Law  Department  to  carry  on  its  legal 
business,  the  city  may  lose  not  only  $2500  or 
$3000,  but  a  great  many  thousand  dollars.  I  do 
not  believe  a  great  many  of  this  Board  think  the 
City  Solicitor  does  not  give  all  the  time  he  possi- 
bly can  to  the  service  of  the  city,  and  that  he  does 
not  do  everything  in  his  power  to  drive  the  busi- 
ness placed  in  his  hands ;  but  it  has  grown  so 
every  year,  notwithstanding  the  labor  of  himself 
and  his  three  assistants,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  it  up  where  it  ought  to  be. 

Alderman  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Power  to  refer  to  the 
next  City  Government  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emeiy,  Hall,  Power, 
Brooks— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelovv,  Clark,  Harris,  Peters, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worth'ngton — 7. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  to  strike  out 
section  1  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  7— the  same  as  be- 
fore, and  the  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed— 
yeas  7,  nays  5  (the  Aldermen  voting  in  the  same 
relative  position  as  before)— and  sent  down. 

CITIZENS'    GASLIGHT  COMPANV. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
iy<2,  o'clock,  viz..  Alderman  Power's  motion  to  sub- 
stitute his  order  to  allow  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company  to  open  the  streets  of  this  city  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  for  the  report  of  the  majority  of 
tlie  Committee  on  Paving  granting  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  said  company. 

The  Chair  read  a  petition  of  Michael  F.  Lynch 
that  a  permit  be  granted  to  the  Citizens'  Gas  Com- 
pany to  supply  the  citizens  of  Dorchester  with 
gas.' 

Akleiman  Clark — At  the  last  meeting  I  made 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  granting  anew  gas  com- 
pany the  right  to  lay  down  pipes  in  the  streets 
and  lanes  of  the  city  of  Bostoii.  I  did  so  because  I 
believed  that  when  petitions  come  here  which  rep- 
resent from  8000  to  12,000  business  men  of  the  city, 
they  should  be  listened  to,  and  should  receive  our 
attention.  1  furthermore  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  with  proper  restrictions  and  conditions  I  be- 
lieved a  competing  gas  company  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  citizens  of  Boston.  The  order  offered 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  is  not  sufficiently 
complete  to  warrant  its  passage,  in  my  opinion,  at 
the  present  time,  and  I  would  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man in  what  particular  this  order  is  not  complete. 
It  contemplates  exactly  what  they  asked  for, — to 
lay  the  pipes  in  all  the'  streets  wliere  they  please. 
1  would  like  to  know  in  what  particular  it  is  not 
complete. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  counsel  for  the  new  company  desired  this 
Board  1o  act  upon  it;  he  said  it  was  whispered 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  weie  inclined  to 
keep  it  so  long  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
it  go  over  to  the  new  Board,  and,  therefore,  he 
distinctly  stated  that  he  did  aot  wish  it  to  go  over 
to  the  new  Board  ;  and,  therefoie,  the  gentlemen 
who  advocate  the  cause  of  the  new  company  can- 
not, with  grace,  ask  for  this  to  go  to  the  new 
Board  of  Aldermen.  That  is  not  the  wish  of  the 
new  company  if  I  understand  it;  they  distinctly 
stated  that  they  desired  this  Board  to  pass  upon  it. 

Alderman  Emery— As  I  made  the  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign  this  subject  for  this  hour,  I  wish  to 
say  but  a  word.  If  this  order  were  sufficiently 
guarded  by  the  proper  restrictions  and  conditions 
upon  which  the  pipes' are  to  lie  laid  in  the  streets 
of  Boston,  I  would  be  inclined  to  vote  for  it.  I 
think  it  is  time  that  some  competition  was  brought 
into  this  matter  of  supplying  gas  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  I  am  sure  that  in  the  section  of  the  city 
where  I  reside  I  should  not  only  hold  up  one  hand, 
but  both  hands,  to  have  some  competition  or 
course  of  procedure  by  which  we  could  not  only 
have  a  better  quality  of  gas,  but  have  the  pipes 
laid  at  proper  times,  when  we  desire  them.  But 
at  the  present  time  I  do  not  see  my  way  clear  to 
cast  my  vote  for  the  order  introduced  at  the  last 
meeting  by  my  friend  on  my  right  [Alderman 
Power].  We  have  had  but  little  time  to  examine 
this,  the  most  essential  thing  in  the  reports  from 
the  committee ;  it  is  f/te  essential  thing,  and  was 
bi ought  in  here  only  at  our   last  meeting,  while  it 


should  have  more  consideration  than  anything 
else  that  has  been  presented  to  us  upon  this  sub- 
ject. For  this  reason  I  shall  be  inclined  to  favor 
the  motion  to  refer  the  whola  matter  to  the  next 
City  (Government. 

Al(leru)an  I'eters— I  should  like  to  call  attention 
to  one  feature  of  the  order.  This  comi)any  asked 
the  light  to  invest  .|2,000,000  in  property  which 
would  pay  ten  per  cent.,  and  we  say  thev  must 
give  a  bond  to  build  works  to  co^t  $2,000,000.  It 
seems  to  me  they  should  give  a  bond  to  supply 
the  citizens  of  Boston  with  gas  at  not  over  two 
dollars  per  thousand  feet;  it  should  specify  the 
price  of  gas.  In  that  case  I  should  think  the  order 
might  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Alderman  Power— Of  course  I  am  not  quite  so 
conversant  with  law  as  the  legal  gentlemen  are; 
but  I  have  some  knowledge  of  what  I  think  would 
be  legal  and  binding.  My  opinion  is  that  the  ex- 
action of  restrictions  which  some  gentlemen  here 
desire  to  have  put  upon  any  new  company  who 
might  get  the  piivilege,  is'  of  course  legal- 
ly impossible.  Some  gentlemen  want  restric- 
tions «o  that  they  cannot  sell  their  works  to 
the  old  company  or  to  any  other  company,  or 
m  other  words  to  pi'event  them  from  selling  at 
all.  I  looked  at  that  matter  very  closely,  and  they 
have  got,  I  think,  as  strong  a  document  as  can  be 
drawn.  It  means  business.  They  have  got  to  do 
it  or  $200,000  shall  be  forfeited.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  that  was  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  this  com- 
pany meant  business.  But  if  gentlemen  are  not 
willing  to  vote  for  it  the  majority  mu'^t  rule.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  the  question  would  be  decided 
one  way  or  the  other  by  this  City  Government.  I 
do  not  wish  to  decide  it  by  the  next.  I  know  the 
new  company  has  the  same  right  to  petition  the 
next  City  Government  that  it  had  to  petition  this. 
But  I  was  in  hones  that  gentlemen  would  be  pre- 
pared today  to  decide  it  one  way  or  the  other.  It 
is,  I  think,  as  I  stated  before,  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  par- 
ticularly to  those  of  moderate  means.  I  am  satis- 
fled  from  what  I  have  learned  on  this  subject 
that  gas  can  be  made  and  furnished  at  very 
great  deal  lower  rates  than  it  is  furnished 
today;  that  there  are  means  and  methods  by 
which  gas  can  be  furnished  a  great  deal  cheaper. 
It  IS  one  of  the  greatest  luxuries  in  the  world,  and 
comes  next  to  wa'ter  in  importance.  It  could  and 
would,  I  think,  with  a  competing  company  be  fur- 
nished so  cheaply  that  the  consumption  of  gas 
would  be  more  than  doubled.  I  think  that  the 
establishment  of  a  new  company  would  do  no  in- 
jury to  the  old  company.  It  would  be  fully  as 
profitable  to  them,  I  think,  if  the  consumption 
was  doubled,  and,  if  it  was  furnished  at  a  lower 
rate,  as  I  believe  it  can  be.  I  think  if  this  question 
was  submitted  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  todav 
it  would  be  decided  in  favor  of  forming  a 
ueM'  gas  company.  I  think  the  eight  thousand 
petitioners  who  come  in  here  do  not  at 
all  indicate  all  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  Since  the  last  meeting  I  have 
talked  with  many  of  the  gentlemen  and  merchants 
that  have  signed  that  petition,  and  tliey  are  in 
earnest  about  it.  They  knew  what  they  were  do- 
ing. They  have  an  object  and  had  reason  for 
signing  it.  They  believed  a  long  petition  vrould 
have  some  effect  on  that  business  that  it  would 
not  have  on  others,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  city  ot  Boston.  As  this  matter  has 
been  all  gone  over  with  at  our  last  tneeting,  I  d« 
not  desire  to  take  up  time  any  longer,  but  hope 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  will  be  granted, 
and  that  the  gentleman  opposite  should  under- 
stand that  I  do  not  desire  to  refer  this  matter  to 
the  next  City  Government.  I  desire  just  as  much 
as  he  does  to  have  it  settled  one  way  or  the  other 
today. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  to  refer  should  have  time  before 
the  question  is  taken  to  give  some  substantial  rea- 
son for  making  it. 

Alderman  Clark— My  objections  are  that  if  I 
were  to  vote  either  for  or  against  the  order  that  is 
offered  here  today  I  should  vote  against  it.  I  am 
willing  this  should  go  to  the  next  Board  of  Alder- 
men. If  an  order  can  be  drawn  up  sufficiently 
guarded  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  ol  the 
city  I  would  vote  for  it.  But  this  order  is  not  suf- 
ficiently explicit. 

Alderman  Hall— In  what  particular? 

Alderman  Clark — The  penalty  is  not  sufficient- 
ly large.  The  sum  of  $200,000  is  not  large  enough 
when  we  have  offered  by  their  counsel  $500,000  or 
$1,000,000  voluntarily.  'There  are  several  other 
conditions  which  I  should  wish  to  have  added  to 
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it.  It  is  not  necessary  to  co  into  particulars  at 
the  present  time  ;  but  if  1  am  to  voce  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  for  or  against  it,  I  certainly 
shall  vote  against  it.  I  am  willing  to  vote  to  refer 
it  to  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen  and  let  them 
have  it  to  work  upon,  and  if  there  is  any  way  we 
can  grant  permission  to  a  new  company  that  will 
promote  tlie  interests  of  the  citizens  ot  the  city  I 
shall  vote  for  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  next  City  Government,  and  it  was  lost. 

The  question"  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  substitute  tlie  order  offered  by  Alderman  Pow- 
er, and  it  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  giving  the  peti- 
tioners leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  question  could 
not  have  been  understood  by  the  members  of  the 
Board. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  stated  it  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, that  the  question  was  upon  the  substitute 
offered  by  Alderman  Power. 

Alderman  Hall— As  there  is  a  doubt  raided  I  will 
a-sk  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Clerk  called  the 
roll  and  the  resuit  was  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Hall  and  Power— 2. 

Nays — A.lUerinen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ler, Emery,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins  and 
Worthington — 10. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  majoiity  rei)orl  of  the  committee  (leave  to 
withdraw),  ami  it  was  adopted. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Worthington  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  jjassed,  granting 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  the  Citizens' 
(iaslight  Company,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
The  motion  was  lost. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  fol- 
lowing petitions  in  regard  to  stables,  at  the  loca- 
tions named  below:  Phliieas  B.  Smith,  Centre 
street;  M.  Dohertv,  Broadway ;  F.  O.  Rogers,  124 
Maiden  street;  Nathan  Matthews,  Dartmouth 
street  and  Huntington  avenue;  M.  Milev,  503  Sec- 
ond street.    Severally  accc])ted. 

STBEET.S. 

Alderman  Clark,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  iiart  of  the  Board, submitted  the  following: 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  J.  Bowdoin  Bradlee 
$36,000,  lor  laud  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Arch  street.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Orders  to  pay  heirs  of  William  Mahoney  §10,028, 
laying  out  Thorndike  street;  George  Leonard, 
executor  for  Elizabeth  R.  Leonard,  .§4.332. ."50,  lay- 
ing out  Kingsbury  street;  Elizabeth  L.  I'^rancis, 
$294.67  additional,  for  extension  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue to  Park  square,  it  being  for  a  portion  of  a 
passageway  payment  which  was  not  included  in 
the  order  of  this  Board  to  said  Francis,  approved 
Dec.  15, 1874.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  bs  allowetl  and  paid  to 
.lames  Dennie  the  sum  of  ;g2250,  in  full  compensa- 
tion for  services  rendered  the  city  of  Boston  dur- 
ing the  present  municipal  year;  "said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  I.ayin;^  Out  and 
■Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Wagon  License  <iranted— James  Lewis  (ex- 
press). 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— W.  E.  Emery  & 
Co.,  626  VVashington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

LANDS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  reference  to  the  next  City  Council  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Franklin  Hopkins,  for  compensation  for 
trespass  on  his  land  by  laying  out  Medford  street. 
Accepted  and  sent  down. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  on  schedules  of  assessments  for 
construction  of  sewers,  as  follows:  Highland  and 
Centre  streets;  Marcella  street,  ntar  Centre 
street;  rear  of  Commercial  street;  Dennis  street. 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  AVaverlev  street;  Russell 
court;  Sixth  street;  Emerson  street;  Ninth 
street,  from  I.to  K  screet;  Bedford  street;  Walnut 


street;  Third  street,  from  N  to  O  street;  with 
orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  of  the 
same.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

SOCIAL   LAW   LIBRAKV. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library,  under  the 
provisions  of  section  10,  chapter  33,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  and  chapter  215  of  the  acts  of  1863,  the 
sum  of  $1000;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
l)ropiiation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Read  twice  and  passed. " 

FANEUIL  HALL  SIDEWALK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  his  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Merriam  &  Philbrook  and 
others,  that  the  sidewalk  on  vve.st  side  of  Faneuil 
Hall  be  widened,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board,  gentlemen  will  remember  that  I  requested 
the  members  to  visit  the  place  in  order  that  they 
might  vote  understandin.  ly  upon  the  motion.  I 
suppose  they  have  visited  the  pla^e,  and  I  do  not 
propose  at  this  time  to  take  up  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  in  speaking  uoon  it.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  they  have  seen  the  locality  they 
must  have  satisfied  "themselves  that  thereis  no 
need  of  arguing  the  matter.  The  situation  is  this : 
That  the  Committee  on  Markets,  three  raembeis 
of  this  Board,  unanimously  recommended  that  the 
sidewalk  should  be  widened;  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  three  other  members  of  this  Board,  rec- 
ommended leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition.  If 
the  motion  to  reconsider  prevails,  I  propose  to 
introduce  as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  the  folio wir.g: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  make  the  sidewalk  at  the  westerly  end 
of  Faneuil  Hall  correspond  in  width  with  the  side 
v/alk  at  the  easterly  end  of  said  hall;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  api)ropriation  for  Paving. 

This  will  widen  the  sidewalk  about  three  feet, 
or  exactly  two  teet  and  ten  inches;  and  the  ebc- 
pense  of  the  same,  as  I  have  learned  today 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  will  be 
about  f  137.  We  are  receiving  a  rental  from  ten- 
ants there,  who  are  tei.'ants  at  will,  of  1^75 
per  month,  or  $900  per  year.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  this  sidewalk  is  not  widened 
for  the  people  who  cross  from  Wilson's  lane, 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  must  give 
up  the  stands  that  are  now  there,  and  conse- 
quently lose  the  income.  As  it  will  cost  but  $137 
to  widen  it  and  make  it  correspond  with  that  at 
the  other  end  of  the  hall,  and  as  we  are  now  re- 
ceiving an  income  of  $1)00  per  year  for  it,  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  advisable  that  tue  sidewalk  should  be 
widened. 

Alderman  Cutter — This  subject,  as  the  gentle- 
man says,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Par- 
ing, who  visited  the  place  and  passed  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case  and  lecominended  that  the  pe- 
titioneis  have  leave  to  withdraw.  I  think  it  has 
been  done  for  several  consecutive  years.  The 
facts  of  the  case  are  that  a  i)orlion  of  the  side- 
walk is  let  for  several  hundred  dollars  per  year 
rent.  If  these  tenants  are  removed  the  sidewalk 
will  be  wide  enough.  As  the  part  occupied  by 
carriages  is  very  much  crowded,  the  Committee 
on  Paving  could  not  see  any  justice  in  taking  a 
portion  of  the  street  to  add  to  the  sidewalk  ifor 
the  purpose  of  letiing  i<^.  If  gentlemen  who  fol- 
lowed the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  in  his  remarks 
will  just  draw  a  plan  of  what  he  says,  they  will 
see  that  to  extend  this  sidewalk  from  one  side  of 
Faneuil  Hail  to  the  other  will  throw  the  crossings 
out  so  wide  that  teams  will  continually  cross 
them.  It  cannot  be  otherwise  unless  he  s'-ations 
a  policeman  at  each  corner,  and  of  course  he 
does  not  mean  that.  He  must  amend  his  order, 
or  else  it  would  not  be  practicable. 

Alderman  Power — As  the  Alderman  op|)osite 
says,  this  matter  has  been  before  this  Board  sev- 
eral times,  and  each  time  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing have  given  leave  to  withdraw.  If  this  Board 
wants  to  adopt  the  plan  of  letting  the  city  side- 
walks why  they  can  pass  this  order.  That  is  what 
it  amounts  to.  You  can  let  the  sidewalk  before  City 
Hall  or  before  any  city  building.  If  you  wish  to  in- 
augurate that  practice  of  letting  the  sidewalks 
for  people  to  carry  on  business,  pass  this  order; 
that  is  all  it  is  done  fur.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Committee  on  Markets  says  we  get  an  income  of 
$15  per  month  from  this  sidewalk.  There  would 
be  no  necessity  for  widening  it  if  the  sidewalks 
were  not  obstructed  in  the  manner  which  it  seems 
the  Committee  on   Markets  have  authorized.    If 
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yoii  widen  tliis  as  proposed  there  will  be  no  more 
room  I'or  pedestrians  than  there  is  at  present. 
Space  is  nee  led  much  more  for  carriages 
in  that  locality  than  for  i)edestrians.  I  do  not 
desire  to  do  anything  to  restrict  business, 
but  1  do  not  know  any  reason  why  the  peojUe  of 
the  market  snould  have  the  privilege  of  monopo- 
lizing the  sidewalk  permanently  any  more  tlian 
people  in  any  other  section  of  "the  city.  That  is 
all  it  is  in  fact.  The  Committee  on  Paving  have 
looked  into  the  matter  thoroughly  and  have  talked 
it  over  with  the  petitioners,  and  that  is  just  what 
it  means,  to  give  them  more  room  to  spread  out 
their  goods.  There  will  not  be  a  particle  more 
room  for  pedestrians.  1  do  not  believe  tiie  Com- 
mittee (HI  Markets  should  let  the  sidewalk  as  they 
do  now.  There  would  certainly  be  no  demand  for 
this  widening  if  they  did  not. 

Alderman  Bruoks — 1  can  see  no  objection  to 
widening  the  sidewalk  if  you  allow  the  corners  to 
remain  as  they  are,  and  cavry  it  out  gra'ually, 
giving  them  three  feet  in  the  centre.  But  if  you 
carry  out  the  corners  there  will  be  a  serious  diffi- 
culty. I  should  vote  for  widening  it  at  the  centre, 
commencing  at  the  corners  and  carrying  it  out 
gradually. 

Alderu'ian  Prescott— If  this  work  is  done  as  is 
l)roposed  by  the  stibstitut'^.  order,  of  course  it  will 
be  (lone  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  and  the  Supeiintendent  of  Streets.  There 
will  be  no  objection  to  making  the  corners  as  they 
may  think  best.  In  regard  to  the  city  letting  the 
sidewalks,  the  Committee  on  Markets  of  this  year 
have  simply  followed  the  precedent  of  the  past  and 
have  endeavore<l  to  get  as  much  income  from  the 
market  property  as  possible.  As  to  the  sidewalks 
of  both  North  and  South  Market  streets,  nearly  if 
not  the  whole  of  theui  are  let  to  these  market- 
men.  And  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  (i  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  two  years  ago,  there 
were  many  more  stauds  let  than  at  the  present 
time,  and  as  the  markets  increased  these  have  had 
to  be  abolished,  and  the  city  has  lost  the  income. 
As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  has  said  he  is  op- 
gosed  to  the  citizens  obstructing  the  sidewalks, 
the  question  comes  as  to  whether  we  had  better 
expend  .floT  in  widening  a  sidewalk,  and  get  .itiyOO 
income,  or  lose  the  income  entirely.  The  sidewalk 
is  very  narrow  now,  for  the  great  stream  of  travel 
that  comes  from  State  street  through  Wilson's 
lane  to  the  norih  part  of  the  city,  and  makes  the 
stands  that  are  there  at  present'  very  nearly  im- 
practicable. If  the  sidewalk  can  be  widened 
three  feet  there  is  still  a  large  open  square  in 
front,  and  it  will  be  no  source  of  detriment  to  the 
street,  and  it  will  be  a  large  income  to  the  treas- 
ury of  the  city. 

The  (juestion  was  taken  upon  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  whereby  the  report  of  the  Committee 
Ok  Paving  was  adopted.  Alderman  Prescott 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  vote  was  recan- 
sidered — 7  yea's,  5  nays — as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emeiy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott  and  Worthington— 7, 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters,  Power 
and  Stebbins— 5. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  order  previously 
read  by  him. 

Alderman  Cutter—-!  see  that  the  order  does  not 
provide  for  avoiding  the  objection  at  the  corners. 
If  you  make  them  the  same  width  of  course  they 
will  be  a  nuiSance. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  moA^e  to  amend  the 
order  so  that  the  work  may  be  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Clark— It  seems  to  me  that  this  run- 
ning your  sidewalks  into  the  streets,  and  blocking 
thsmfor  the  purpose  of  market  convenience  is 
not  exactly  the  kind  of  business  we  ought  to  go 
into  at  the  present  time.  We  are  spending  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  widening 
streets,  in  order  to  get  thoroughfares  through  the 
eity.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  spend  .$137  to  widen  a 
sidewalk  to  block  a  narrow  street.  Everybody 
knows  that  is  an  enormous  thoroughfare,  and 
that  it  has  been  seriously  contemplated  to  spend 
half  a  million  of  dollars  by  taking  out  these  old 
buildings  in  Dock  square,  because  the  travel  is  so 
enormous  there  that  it  is  hard  getting  about.  It 
has  also  been  proposed  to  widen  the 
street  there,  by  cutting  off  these  buildings 
which  jut  into  the  street  opposite  this  sidewalk. 
Now,  it  is  not  a  question  of  the  expenditure  of 
§1.37,  but  it  is  one  of  narrowing  the  street  from 
bock  square  three  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
It  for  the  sale  of  provisions,  vegetables  and  pro- 
duce. It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  poor  economy  tor 
us  to  build  our  sidewalks  into  the  street,  thereby 


impeding  the  passage  and  progress  of  teams, 
because  we  can  get  a.n  income  from  the  sidewalk 
of  $500  or  ^900  per  year.  Now  if  jou  widen  the 
sidewalk  tliree  feet  you  nearly  double  its  width, 
and  you  widen  it  at  the  expense  of  the  public  con- 
venience. There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  Any  one 
who  has  been  down  through  Dock  square  during 
business  hours  can  see  that  it  would  be  a  very 
foolish  thing  to  allow  the  building  out  of  a  side- 
walk or  platform  for  the  juirpose  of  letting  it  for 
market  purposes.  1  trust  that  after  having  spent 
all  the  money  we  have  si)ent  in  the  last  few  years 
for  the  widening  of  streets  that  we  shall  not  allow 
obstructions  in  Dock  squnre  for  the  pu.ipose  of  af- 
fording additional  market  facilities. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  do  not  agree  with 
the  Alderman  who  has  si)oken  against  this  mat- 
ter. If  Aldermen  will  go  down  and  look  at  that 
sidewalk  they  will  see  that  in  the  centre  it  is  built 
out  to  the  width  we  propose  to  make  it.  It  is 
built  out  that  you  may  get  out  of  your  carriage 
and  go  into  the  little  .stairway  at  the  end  of  the 
hall.  And  when  they  talk  about  taking  it  from 
the  street,  we  say  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  get  a 
vehicle  up  where  we  propose  to  get  this  sidewalk. 
There  is  a  narrow  place  there  some  six  feet 
wide  right  in  the  centre,  and  we  propose  to  run 
the  sidewalk  out  even  with  that.  It  is  impossible 
to  get  a  vehicle  in  there  unless  you  back  in  so  as 
to  interfeie  with  the  travel.  There  is  a  |)lace  there 
that  is  never  travelled  over  by  vehicles.  It  is 
usually  filled  up  with  some  barrels,  or  something 
of  that  kind.  It  may  just  as  well  be  sidewalk  ana 
better,  foi  with  all  the  business  done  at  Faneuil 
Hall,  there  is  a  liability  to  incumbrance  upon  the 
sidewalk.  Therefore  1  think  we  should  build  out 
the  sidewalk  and  accommodate  the  public,  both 
inside  and  outside  the  market.  There  is  an  oppor- 
tunity where  the  citv  can  get  .fOOO  and  not  incon- 
venience any  one,  but  convenience  a  great  many. 
1  hope  we  shall  pass  the  order,  for  I  can  see  no 
reason  agiiinst  it  and  many  for  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  we  can  get  $20,000  forstailsat  the  junction  of 
Devonshire  and  Washington  streets.  I  think  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  is  mistaken 
in  regard  to  the  passage  in  front  of  this  end  of 
Faneuil  Hall.  I  never  was  there  in  my  life  that  I 
did  n  t  see  a  great  many  teams  coming  down 
Union  stieet,  around  the  corner,  down  South 
Market  street,  and  vice  versa ;  and  1  guarantee  if 
you  will  t!:o  down  there  you  will  tind  business 
eneugh.  It  is  a  great  thoroughfare.  The  idea 
that  there  is  no  passage  through  this  place 
through  which  you  propose  to  extend  that  side- 
walk is  fallacious.  It  you  propose  more  market 
facilities,  go  down  and  buy  a  piece  of  land.  Build 
a  new  market.  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  give  all 
the  marketmen  all  the  facilities  they  ask  for,  but 
1  don\  want  to  do  it  at  the  expense  of  great  thor- 
oughfares. If  it  is  necessary  for  the  marketmen 
to  have  additional  accommodation,  give  it  to 
them.  Buy  a  piece  of  land  for  them  on  Commer- 
cial street,  or  on  those  wharves,  or  somewhere 
else  where  they  can  get  accommodations,  but 
not  at  the  expense  of  narrow  streets  for 
the  city.  It  is  no  argument  that  be- 
cause wo  can  get  $U00  we  should  block  up 
our  streets.  AVe  did  not  widen  our  streets 
and  spend  our  money  in  that  way  for  the  purpose 
of  letting  them  for  any  kind  of  traffic.  There 
would  be  lust  as  much  propriety  in  leasing  stills 
in  Post  Office  square.  We  could  get  $10,000  for 
tlie  occupation  of  that  s(iuare.  But  wouhl  it  be 
judicious  to  allow  it?  I  think  not.  I  think  the 
Alderman  must  be  mistaken.  He  cannot  have 
been  around  this  end  of  Faneuil  Hall  the  last  few 
years,  if  he  is  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
very  great  amount  of  passing  there. 

Alderman  Worthington — 1  am  perfectly  well 
aware  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  passing  by  the 
west  end  of  Faneuil  Hall,  but  not  on  this  section 
we  propose  to  take.  Any  gentleman  who  will 
think  tor  a  moment — he  need  not  go  down  there — 
will  see  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  one 
to  turn  a  team  to  it  fr(Jin"  the  south  side  of 
Faneuil  Hall.  He  cannot  get  his  team  around  to 
this  place.  I  know  what  1  say,  for  I  go  there  at 
least  three  times  a  week  to  go  into  the  market, 
and  I  have  watched  it  day  after  day  a  dozen  times 
within  the  last  few  months,  and  I  say  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  get  a  team  into  that  place  anywhere 
within  six  feet  of  where  we  propose  to  put  this 
sidewalk.  And  then  the  Alderman  talks  about 
Post  Office  square  and  other  places.  If  there  is  a 
place  that  can  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  in  the 
city  I  am  perfectly  willing  the  city  should  let  it 
anil  get  something  out  of  it.    We  need  the  income 
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enough.  But  1  don't  know  of  any  other  place  in 
this  city  where  the  Committee  on  Markets  has  the 
control  of  the  street.  I  think  it  would  better  ac- 
commodate the  public  and  the  people  who  go  to 
m.-^rket  to  have  the  sidewalk  increased  than  to 
allow  it  to  remain  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Alderman  seems  to  think 
the  whole  community  is  to  receive  a  wonderful 
benefit  for  taking  three  feet  of  roadway  and  giv- 
ing it  to  the  sidewalk  in  a  locality  where  the  com- 
munity aie  asking  now  to  have  a  building  re- 
moved that  would  cost  us  probably  $iiOO,000  or 
8:300,000  and  perhaps  half  f>  million. 

Alderman  Worthington — VVMU  you  name  the 
building? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  mean  the  building  that 
stands  directly  opposite  this  sidewalk.  I  like 
economy  as  well  as  the  gentleman  does,  but  I  like 
true  economy,  and  my  record  I  think  will  show  as 
true  economy  as  tlie  gentleman's  record  will. 
Only  a  week  or  two  since  he  offered  an  order  to 
give  away  $200,000  to  a  company,  and  advocated  it 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  it  does  not  now 
dare  to  lift  its  hydra  head  in  this  Board.  I 
am  opposed  to  this  substitute  order  because  it 
is  impracticable.  It  would  make  a  half  moon  of 
the  sidewalk  on  the  northerly  side  of  Faneuil 
Hall,  because  he  proposes  hiiiiselt  to  round  off 
the  corners  and  't  would  make  a  half -moon  side^ 
walk,  which  no  sensible  man  would  put  in  front 
of  any  building  that  he  owns.  Then  there  are  three 
feet  of  this  sidewalk  occui)ied  today  by  traders, 
and  it  is  let  by  this  Market  Committee  in  this  way 
to  a  man  that  had  a  ^tall  within  six  feet  of  it,  and 
sold  it  out  for  a  bonus  to  another  man,  and  then 
this  same  Market  Committee  let  him  squat  on  the 
sidewalk  witiiin  six  f '^et  of  this  man  chat  had  paiil 
the  bonus.  What  honesty  and  fairness  was  there 
in  this?  Now  they  propose  to  widen  this 
sidewalk,  to  accommodate  others  in  the 
same  way,  I  suppose,  and  then  they  talk 
about  the  money  they  receive  for  it.  That'  is  the 
way  this  case  stands.  I  am  willing  to  accoiiMuo- 
date  the  petitioners  as  much  as  any  other  man. 
But  here  are  seventeen  petitioners.'  Peiliaps  half 
of  them  do  business  in  the  market,  but  we  have 
been  able  to  find  only  one  petitioner  who  hatt  the 
courage  to  show  hin'iself  to  the  commiltee  when 
they  went  down  there,  and  that  was  Mr.  Fhil- 
brook.  He  is  the  only  petitioner  who  has  had 
zeal  enough  to  meet  the  committee  and  ask  that 
it  be  done.  We  have  conversed  with  others  an<l 
they  say  it  is  well  enough  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Power  —  The  Alderman  from  the 
Highland  District  says  it  is  impossible  to  drive 
into  this  place.  I  will"  state  that  I  have  been  there 
at  least  a  thousand  times,  and  the  only  time  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  drive  in  was  when  somebody 
else  had  driven  in  before  me.  He  speaks  of  the 
rent  of  $900,  and  says  the  city  treasury  needs  it. 
1  would  say  to  this  Market  Committee,  if  y(m 
want  to  put  money  into  the  treasury,  go  down  to 
the  market  and  get  the  rent  you  ought  to  get  for 
it,  and  not  have  privileges  selling  for  -1^10,000  and 
^l.'jjOOO  bonus.  Why  don't  you  touch  that  subject  ? 
That  is  wiiat  you  want  to  do.  If  you  want  to  show 
your  zeal  for  the  city's  interest,  let  the  city's 
property  for  what  it  will  bring.  That  is  the  way 
to  put  money  into  the  treasury.  I  would  like  to 
see  the  Market  Committee  that  has  courage 
enough  to  do  this.    We  had  one  a  year  agcf 

The  Chair— Alderman  Power.  I  luiist  ask  you  to 
confine  your  remarks  to  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  said  before,  if  this  order 
passes  it  will  not  accomplish  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended— that  is,  to  give  more  room 
for  pedestrians.  It  is  simply  to  give  more  room 
to  the  parties  who  occupy  the  market.  Now  I  do 
not  propope  to  put  any  obstructions  in  the  way  of 
enterprise  or  businf-ss.  But  I  do  "ay  there  is  no 
place  in  the  whole  city  that  needs  a  wide  street 
more  than  this.  There  are  not  fifteen  minutes 
during  the  whole  day  that  there  is  not  a  block 
in  this  place.  This  committee  come  in 
here  and  propose  to  extend  this  side- 
walk into  the  street,  saying  that  it  is  to  give 
room  to  pedestrians.  It  is  not  for  them,  and  they 
know  it  as  well  as  I  do.  It  is  to  allow  people  to 
pile  up  more  produce  on  the  sidewalk,  and  I  say 
you  might  just  as  well  go  out  and  le:  this  sidewalk 
in  front  of  City  Hall  or  any  other  place.  It  is  all 
wrong.  There  is  plenty  of  room  there  for  jiedes- 
trians  if  the  sidewalk  is  not  let.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  this  city  that  there  is  so  much  talk 
about  as  the  way  in  which  this  market  is  man- 
aged. It  is  stated  everywhere  that  these  stalls 
are  not  let  for  an  1  don't  bring  in  the  rent  that 
they  ought  to  the  city.    I  do  not  wish  to  put  an 


exorbitant  rent  on  them,  but  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  city  should  not  get  as  much  for  its  prop- 
erty as  any  individual  should.  If  the  city  owns 
it,  It  should  get  all  it  is  worrh,  as  any  nier  pliant  or 
business  man  does  for  his. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  do  not  know  the  exact 
width  of  Faneuil  Hall,  but  it  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  100  feet,  and  the  increase  in  width  is 
only  three  feet  in  the  centre,  allowing  the 
corners  to  remain  as  they  are.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  has  spoken  of  the  removal 
of  an  old  building  in  Dock  square.  It  will  have 
to  come  down,  without  doubt.  It  is  only  a  mat- 
ter of  time  how  long  it  shall  remain  there.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  renting  the  market  1  do  not 
see  tliat  it  has  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  a  man  re- 
ceives a  bonus  for  his  stall  it  simply  shows  that 
he  has  mace  it  worth  so  much  by  his  business  and 
that  is  what  he  sells.  I  believe  that  so  far  as  this 
improvement  is  concerned  it  will  not  interrupt 
the  business  of  the  street  in  the  least.  There  is 
plenty  of  room  there  and  the  extension  is  neces- 
sary. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  lays  great  stress  upon  this  mat- 
ter. He  said  it  had  a  tendency  to  blockade  the 
square  in  front  of  Faneuil  Hall.  There  are  two 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Market  who  are 
also  members  of  the  Committee  on  Stiieets  with 
the  gentleman,  and  I  hardly  think  they  w(nilu 
sanction  any  measure  that  would  interfere  with 
the  street.  There  :s  a  continual  stream  of  travel 
through  Wilson's  lane  to  Dock  square,  and  this 
sidewalk  is  not  "sufficient  to  accommodate  it  and 
also  to  accommodate  the  people  going  into  the 
market.  I  certainly  would  not  introduce  an 
order  of  this  sort  if  I  thought  it  would  be  to  the 
detriment  of  the  street.  If  we  had  a  wide  street, 
or  if  there  was  sutticient  room  for  travel  foi 
teams,  a  very  narrow  sidewalk,  or  there  was  not 
sufficient  room  for  pedestrians,  would  we  hesitate 
to  throw  a  jiortion  of  the  street  into  the  sidewalk? 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  vvoidd  be  a  great  accommo- 
dation to  travellers  and  not  incommode  travel  at 
all.  I  have  seen  no  blocks  iheie.  The  gentleman 
has  said  there  is  a  part  of  the  sidewalk  which  is  to 
be  increased  in  width  three  or  four  feet.  The 
Committee  on  Market  do  not  recommend  the 
granting  of  the  petition  to  that  extent;  but  sim- 
ply two  feet  eight  inches,  to  correspond  with  the 
sidewalk  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  hall. 

Alderman  Clark — The  Alderman  says  there  is  a 
large  travel  of  pedestrians  coming  tiirough  Wil- 
son's lane  across  this  sidewalk.  It  is  very  great, 
and  it  is  the  very  best  argument  why  it  should  be 
kei)t  clear.  The  sidewalk  is  ten  feet  wide  and  is 
wider  than  the  average  sidewalks  of  the  city;  i-o 
that  there  is  no  trouble  about  its  accommodating 
people  who  have  occasion  to  cross  it.  I  am  so  ii  - 
formed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  who 
says  the  sidewalk  is  ten  feet  wide  and  it  is  wider 
than  the  average  width  and  v/ill  accommodate  all 
the  passengers  who  have  occasion  to  pass  there, 
provided  it  is  kept  clear  for  that  purpose.  If  it  is 
to  be  kept  for  private  income,  then  perhaps  the 
best  way  would  be  to  cover  that  entire  end  of 
Faneuil  Hall  and  extend  tiie  sidewalk  away 
across. 

Alderman  Hall— It  is  stated  that  there  is  but 
little  space  in  Dock  square,  an  i  it  has  beeu  used 
here  repeatedly  for  that  of  Faneuil  Hall  square. 
For  the  benefit  of  the  Board  I  will  say  that 
Faneuil  Hall  square  is  89  feet  wide,  10  feet  of 
which  is  put  into  a  sidewalk.  The  street  leading 
trom  Dock  s(iuare  into  Faneuil  Hall  square  is  30 
feet  wide.  The  street  from  Dock  square  into 
I  nion  street,  which  it  has  been  proposed  to 
.  widen  by  taking  away  an  old  building,  is  less  than 
30  feet  wide,  not  more  than  28  or  29  feet. 
The  street  on  the  south  siile  of  Faneuil  Hall 
is  52,  and  on  the  opposite  side  60  feet. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  sidewalk  is  ten  feet  wide, 
and  is  wider  than  the  average  sidewalks  of  the  city. 
But  when  you  come  to  compare  the  sidewalks  of 
this  with  those  of  other  portions  of  the  city,  I  think 
you  do  these  people  injustice.  It  is  well  known  that 
they  want  more  sidewalk  than  other  people  for  a 
place  to  deliver  thei"  goods,  and  when  tliese  gei- 
tlenien  who  pay  the  city  .$120,000  tor  our  market 
privilege  and  are  at  lea^'tas  noble  as  any  other 
class,  standing  second  to  none ;  when  they  come 
here  and  ask  for  a  small  amount  of  money  to  be 
expended  for  their  accommodation  I  think  i*-  is 
very  unbecoming  to  despise  them  and  treat  them 
as  if  they  were  anything  but  men.  It  must  be 
seen  that  this  is  an'acc(nninodation  for  the  whole 
neople,  and  not  for  a  few,  and  that  the  request  of 
the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted. 
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Alderman  'VVorthington— I  wish  to  remind  gen- 
lleiiu'ii  that  whi.c  is  called  the  street  here  is  not 
the  street,  but  a  jjart  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  proper- 
ty. On  the  otlur  side  theie  are  thirteen  feet  of 
sidewalk,  and  on  this  side  there  are  ten  feet.  The 
Alderman  from  Ward  6  says  it  is  as  wide  an  aver- 
age as  there  is  on  other  st'-eets.  Now  the  Alder- 
man, if  he  will  think  for  one  moment,  will  remem- 
her  that  one-sixth  of  every  street  must  be  put 
into  a  sidewalk  on  each  side.  We  have  a  rieht  to 
one-sixth  o'f  this,  which  would  be  about  tif  teeu 
feet.  We  do  not  ask  that.  We  simply  ask  that 
the  centre  shall  be  carried  out,  for  the  purpose  of 
an  entrance  to  Kaneuil  Hall  in  the  rear. 

The  (iiiestion  was  then  taken  on  the  passas^e  of 
the  order  as  amended,  to  provide  that  the  work 


should  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pavini!;,  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  tie 
vote,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hail,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Woi'thington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Higelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters, 
I'ower,  Stebbins— 6. 

The  question  was  then  upon  the  acceptance  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  it  was 
lost  by  a  tie  vote — yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters, 
Power  and  Stebbins — 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Hams, 
Prescott  and  Worthington — 6. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  Board  ad- 
jouruefl  till  Saturday,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    31,    1874. 


Regular  meeting  at  3  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Sheparcl, 
Presiiient,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FKOiM     THE    liOAKD     OF    ALDEBMEN  FOK 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  J).  Banks  McKenzie  anti  Nathan  Ja- 
cobs, and  request  of  Board  of  Health.  Severally 
referred. 

Annual  report  of  Committeee  on  Bathing  (City 
Doc.  109).    Placed  on  file. 

Report  referring  to  next  City  Council   the   sub- 
ject of  laying  out  as  an  ornamental  ground  the  lot 
bounded  by    Huntington    avenue,    Boylston  and       » 
Dartmouth  streets.    Accepted. 

Order  to  charge  the  exi)ense  of  laying  out  Hun- 
neman  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Al- 
bany street,  to  the  loan  for  the  improvement  of 
Northampton-street  District.  Read  twice  and 
passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

Order  authorizing  the  hiring  for  three  year.*, 
from  Jan.  1,  1875,  of  the  rooms  occupied  as  a 
branch  of  the  Public  Library  on  Broadway,  corner 
of  E  street,  at  a  cost  of  $1600  per  year,  and  a  pro- 
portion of  the  taxes  anil  cost  of  heating.  Read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  modification  of  condi- 
tions in  the  airreement  held  by  N.  S.  Wilbur  for 
the  conveyance  of  certain  land  on  East  Spring- 
field street,  on  the  conditions  set  forth  in  said 
order. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  (^  inquired  what  is  contem- 
plated in  the  agreement,  as  there  was  nothing  in 
the  report  to  show  the  modifications,  and  for  vvliat 
purpose  they  are  made. 

Ml'.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  understood  that 
Mr.  Wilbur  had  purchased  the  land,  and  not  desir- 
ing to  build  at  this  time,  wished  the  conditions  re- 
moved so  as  to  get  an  extension  of  time. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  the  conditions  seemed  to  be 
removed  altogether. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  he  had  not  seen  the 
order  since  It  was  written,  and  it  did  not  strike 
him  as  being  in  proper  form.  It  had  been  cus- 
tomary to  allow  an  extension  of  time  by  the  pay- 
ment of  $100  for  each  lot,  and  in  this  case  it  was 
proposed  to  pay  a  certain  sum  down  and  release 
the  conditions  altogether. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Crocker,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  time  being.  Subse- 
quently it  was  taken  up,  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Crocker  by  inserting  the  words  "far  as  they 
require"  between  the  words,  "so"  and  "the  build- 
ing" and  as  amended  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  an  extension  of  time  for  S. 
B.  Smith  to  build  on  a  lot  on  Albany,  corner  of 
Concord  street,  on  conditions  set  forth  in  said 
order.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  dispense  with  the  condition  preventing 
the  erection  of  a  building  other  than  one  for  re- 
ligious purposes,  placed  upon  a  lot  of  land  corner 
of  Adams  and  Gibson  streets,  and  sold  by  the  city 
to  John  Farrington,  on  the  terms  set  forth  in  said 
order. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  called  attention ,  to  the 
fact  that  the  words  "for  public  worship"  were 
omitted  in  the  printed  report  of  the  order.  He  de- 
sired to  know  what  were  the  terms  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10  replied  that  the  city  was 
simply  asked  to  waive  the  condition  requiring  a 
building  for  "religious  purposes  only,"  and  the 
amount  is  to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments,  in  the 
usml  way.  The  terms  are  that  the  building  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  accepting  "An  act  to  author- 
ize cities  and  towns  to  er6ct  and  maintain  public 
baths  and  wash  houses."  Read  twice  and  passed — 
yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Orders  authorizing  expenditures  not  exceeding 
the  following  amounts :  $50  additional,  for  im- 
provement of  Eagle  square:  $461.62  additional, 
for  tools  and  repairs  of  the  same  for  use  on  the 
Common,  etc.;  $232.30  additional,  for  lumber, 
carpentering,  mason  work  and  painting  for  Com- 
mon, etc.  Severally  read  twice  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward 
<),  and  passed. 


Order  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $400,  for  services  as 
clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Streets.    Read   twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ' 
Pease  of  Ward  1,  and  passed. 

(Jrders  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
$50  for  repairing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  of 
Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  at  577  Washington 
street,  and  to  pay  Cyrus  White  $275  for  rent  of 
armory  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  on  Centre 
street.  West  Roxbury.  Severally  read  twice  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Davis  of  Ward  14,  and  passed — yeas  57,  nays  0. 
Ml-.  Davis  stated,  in  relation  to  Company  A,  that 
this  is  the  first  rent  the  city  had  had  to  pay  for 
that  company  since  it  had  "come  in  charge  of  the 
city  by  annexation. 

Report  recommending  the  election  of  John  C. 
Brooks  and  Char'.es  C.  Geyer  to  fill  vacancies  on 
account  of  the  resignations  of  Abijah  R.  Tewks- 
bury  and  (ieorge  C.  Faulkner  as  Ballast  Inspect- 
ors, and  certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Brooks 
and  Geyer  to  said  offices  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  that  unless  there 
were  some  good  reasons  for  goinginto  an  election, 
the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government.  He  had  had  the  honor  to  serve  in 
the  office  for  some  time,  and  knew  that  during 
the  winter  months  there  is  hardly  enough  work 
for  one  man  to  do.  Two  men  are  employed  there 
now  and  they  are  pal  1  by  fees.  One  of  the  candi- 
dates, he  understood,  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Harbor,  and  did 
not  understand  the  business.  He  moved  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  the  chief  Inspector  is 
sick  at  home,  Mr.  Tewksbury  is  old  ana  passed  all 
usefulness,  and  Mr.  Faulkner  had  not  been  there 
for  several  weeks,  he  having  resigned  and  gone  to 
Cambridge.  There  is  only  one  man  in  the  office 
now,  and  he  has  to  stay  there  to  comply  with  the 
ordinance.  One  of  the  candidates  bears  the  same 
name  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  but  is  no 
relation  to  him,  although  he  has  been  in  his  em- 
l)loy  for  some  time,  and  he  knows  he  bears  a  good 
reputation. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  the  candidate  was  not  conver- 
sant with  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  could  not 
be  competent.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  said  he  could  not  afford  to  give  the  candidate 
$1200  which  he  could  earn  in  the  office.  If  aproper 
committee  had  been  appointed  and  a  suitable  and 
competent  candidate  nominated  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  an  election ;  but  he  did  not  like  to 
see  tlie  Committee  on  Harbor  trying  to  force  one 
of  its  chairman's  employes  upon  the  city,  espe- 
cially when  he  was  not  competent  to  fill  the  place. 

Mr.  Pease  disclaimed  all  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  force  the  matter.  Mr.  Tewksbury  had 
resigned,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. While  they  were  in  session  the  chief  no- 
tified thein  that  Mr.  Faulkner  had  resigned,  there- 
fore they  reported  on  the  two  vacancies  at  once. 
They  we're  obliged  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  t'.iought  the  committte 
were  forcing  the  matter.  They  had  no  right  to 
fill  Mr.  Faulkner's  place,  and  nobody  had  author- 
ity to  say  he  had  resigned,  as  there  had  been  no 
official  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  hoped  the  election  would 
not  be  put  oft',  as  it  would  be  one  of  the  proudest 
acts  of  his  life  to  vote  for  these  inspectors,  though 
if  he  weie  to  be  a  meinber,of  the  next  Government 
he  might  vote  to  postpone.  If  he  had  any  partic- 
ular friend  he  wanted  to  get  in  the  office  he  should 
move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  knew  no  other  person  is  re- 
quired for  the  next  three  months  to  con>e ;  and  he 
knew  from  experience  there  is  not  a  man  nomi- 
nated by  the  committee  who  is  competent  to  fill 
the  office,  a  clerk  just  out  of  a  store  cannot  mark 
and  weigh  a  vessel  without  experience.  Mr. 
Tewksbury  is  the  only  man  who  has  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  the  duties.  Every  vessel  that  comes 
into  the  harbor  with  ballast  or  gravel  has  to  be 
weighed,  and  the  officers  are  paid  so  much  per 
ton.  To  turn  Mr.  Tewksbury  out  of  the  office  and 
put  in  this  man  Brooks,  when  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  office,  is  a  wrong  to  the  merchants  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Mr.  Dacey  thought  that  any  one  who  had  re- 
ceived the  ac  omplishments  bestowed  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Boston  could  mark  and  weigh  a 
vessel. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  next  City  Coun- 
cil—34  for,  and  28  against — and  sent  up. 

Order  to  pay  James  Gilchrist  et  al.,  trustees  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  $115,000,  on  account 
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of  wideniiip;  Upacli  street.  Read  twice  under  a 
Kuspeiision  of  the  rule,  on  morion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
"Ward  7,  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  bills  of  certain  city  ofBcer>  for  ex- 
tra services.  Read  twice  under"  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  and 
passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  Law  Dei  artment  so  as  to  i)rovide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  City  Conveyancer  and 
the  employment  of  extra  assistance'for  the  de- 
partment in  case  of  emergency.  A  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  that  the  ordinance  might  take  its 
second  reading,  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G,  was 
lost— 21  for,  32  against.^On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball, 
the  ordinance  was  then  referred  to  the  next  City 
Council,  and  sent  up. 

SWKTT   STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Page  of  Ward  It,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half-past  three 
o'clock,  viz.,  majority  report  recommending  the 
passaije  of  the  resolve  and  order  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  in  City  Document  No.  84,  for  the 
widening  and  extension  of  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  the  junction  of  Boston  street  and 
Dorchester  avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$117,540.04;  and  also  an  ortler  requesting  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  report  an  order  i)rovid- 
ing  tlie  means  CO  pay  theieforj  and  the  minority 
report  on  the  above  subject  ( printed  City  Docti- 
ment  No.  107)  that  action  at  the  pres^ent  time  is  in- 
expedient. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— This  matter  of  the  exten- 
sion of  Swett  street  lias  been  before  the  Street 
Committee  for  several  years,  and  after  many 
bearings  and  much  figuring,  they  present  to  the 
City  Government  a  v'ropositiou  to  lay  out  the 
street  at  an  expense  of  half  a  million  dollars,  and 
sweeten  the  dose  by  the  assurance  that  one-fifth 
of  the  amount  will  be  returned  by  the  abutters. 

This  Swett-street  territory  is  a  parcel  of  vacant 
land  and  Hats,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is 
covered  with  water  at  high  tide,  and  if  the  city 
will  only  be  generous  enough  to  borrow  half 
a  million  dollars  and  lay  out  a  street  across  them, 
I  have  no  doubt  it  will  enhance  their  value  suffi- 
ciently so  that  the  present  owners  may  be  able  to 
dispose  of  their  interest  at  a  profit.  No  doubt 
this  street  would  be  used  to  a  limited  extent  by 
the  public,  but  the  parties  who  are  to  derive  the 
special  and  immediate  benefits  from  the  improve- 
ment aie  the  abutters.  The  majo-ity  admit  this 
and  furnish  figures  to  show  how  largely  these  flats 
are  to  be  increased  in  v-alue,  and  if  their  figures 
are  correct  I  would  like  tr>  knew  where  the  justice 
comes  of  the  city's  i)ayina'  four-fifths  of  the  bills, 
when,  according  to  their  own  showing,  the  bene- 
fits are  in  favor  of  individuals.  Of  course  any 
street  or  improvement  will  benefit  individuals, 
but  I  claim  that  in  this  case  they  do  not  assume 
anywhere  ne;;r  their  share  cf  the  expense.  I  think 
before  the  .city  pledge  themselves  to  this  enter- 
prise we  should  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
balance  of  the  territory;  are  we  to  pay  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Chester  park?— an  improvement  which 
in  my  judgment  would  be  of  much  more  benefit 
to  the  public  than  the  one  under  consideration; 
and  wnat  is  to  be  done  about  the  many  other 
streets  which  will  be  needed  for  this  territory? 
Another  expense  which  I  think  should  be 
saved  is  that  of  raising  the  grade  of  the 
New  York  &  Nuw  lingland  Railroad.  As  a 
rule  I  do  not  believe  in  grade  crossing,  but  in 
this  case,  consideiing  the  uncertainty  of  what 
will  be  the  future  of  this  territory"  and  that 
the  change  in  grade  will  cost,  the  city  at  least 
$100,000,  renders  it,  in  my  judgment,  rather  an  ex- 
pensive luxury.  In  the  preseiit  state  of  business 
and  high  rate  of  taxation,  I  do  not  think  the  city 
would  be  justified  in  adding  half  a  million  dollars 
to  its  already  heavy  debt  for  the  puipose  of  build- 
ing a  street  which  certainly  is  largely  for  the 
benefit  of  piivate  parties.  I  think  we  should  be 
acting  much  nearer  as  a  shrewd  man  of  business 
would  act  if  we  carry  out  merely  the  improvements 
which  we  can  afford  to  pay  for  at  the  time 
rather  than  to  make  them  on  borrowed  capital. 
Should  the  Council  vote  to  concur  with  the  Street 
Commissioners,  it  legally  and  absolutely  lays  out 
the  street,  and  yet  no.money  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  to  pay  the  bills ;  but  appended  to  the 
report  of  the  majority  is  an  order  requesting  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means  for 
this  order  they  ask  you  to  pass  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  year,  and  we  all  know  that  this 
year's  Committee  on  Finance  cannot  act  upon 
that      order;     consequently     it     will     have    to 


go  over  to  next  year's  committee,  and  the  only 
way  by  which  they  can  provide  the  money  will  b"e 
to  borrow  it,  which  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council  of  1875,  and 
1  claim  tnat  the  Government  which  is  to  pay  the 
bills  should  have  something  to  say  about  the 
merits  of  the  question.  The  Street  Commission 
will  be  the  same  next  year  as  now,  seven  out  of 
eight  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  are  returned, 
and  also  a  sufficient  number  of  the  friends  of  the 
mea.siue  to  warrant  its  early  and  careful  consiil- 
e ration  by  the  new  Government,  and  if  there  is 
such  a  pressing  demand  for  the  improvement, 
and  no  better  terms  can  be  made  with 
the  abutters  (which  I  very  much  doubt), 
would  it  not  be  better  to  present  the  matter  "-o 
the  new  Government  in  a  little  milder  foim,  than 
to  say  here  is  a  debt  which  your  predecessors  con- 
tracted to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  dollars; 
they  have  laid  out  this  street,  and  the  city  is  lia- 
ble for  the  expense;  consequently  yon  have  no 
alternative  except  to  furnish  us  the  money?  I 
hardly  think  it  fair  that  we  should  put  our  suc- 
cessors in  '-o  false  a  position  as  the  passage  of 
these  resolves  and  orders  would  place  them.  I 
therefore  move  that  the  whole  matter  be  referred 
to  the  next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Bearce  of  Ward  11— I  shall  vote  for  the 
order  because  I  see  many  reasons  why  I  should, 
and  none  why  I  should  not.  But  I  wUl  not  take 
the  time  of  the  Council  to  state  more  than  one  or 
two.  In  the  first  place  a  large  part  of  the  terri- 
tory which  the  proposed  street  passes  through  is 
in  such  a  filthy  condition  that  the  Board  of  Health 
would  be  warranted  in  declaring  it  a  nuisance 
and  ordering  it  to  be  abated,  as  was  clone  m  the 
Northampton-street  district.  This  territoiy  is  in 
close  proximity  to  the  best  lesidences  in  Ward  11, 
among  which  are  two  of  the  largest  hotels  in  the 
city  (the  Commonwealth  and  St.  James),  and  with- 
in a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  City  Hospital, 
where  there  are  always  from  two  to  "three  hun- 
dred patients,  to  a  large  part  of  whom  pure  air  is 
indispensable  for  their  recovery.  In  warm  weath- 
er, when  the  wind  comes  from  chat  quarter,  the 
people  in  that  neighborhood  have  to  keep  their 
windows  closed  to  keep  the  stench  out  of  their 
houses.  Now  if  this  street  's  built  and  a  sewer 
provided  to  carry  off  the  sewage  that  now  emp- 
ties into  the  canal  io  the  rear  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, the  city  can,  without  hardship  to  the  abut- 
ter.s,  compel  thein  to  fill  their  land,  and  thus 
have  an  intolerable  nuisance  to  a  large  and 
wealthy  section  of  the  city  abated.  The 
members  of  the  Council  will  remember,  when 
we  visited  the  territory  the  other  day,  the  difficul- 
ty we  had  in  finding  places  dry  enough  to  stand 
upon;  some  members  did  not  venture  out  of 
their  carriages  at  all.  I  noticed  little.girls  strug- 
gling through  the  mud  to  get  to  tlieir  homes, 
probably  on  their  way  from  school.  A  gentleman 
who,  noticing  these  children,  said  to  me  on  our 
return,  "that  he  would  be  frightened  to 
see      his     little      girl    in     such      a     condition." 

It  is  well  known  that  the  death  rate  of  the  city 
is  largely  increased  by  the  death  of  children  who 
inhabit  filthy  places  like  this  Sweet-street  district. 
Now  T  think  it  is  poor  economy  to  defer  this  mat- 
ter, and  run  the  risk  of  the  death  and  misery 
which  is  always  incident  to  such  filthy  places.  I 
don't  see  the  use  in  our  making  the  city  attractive 
or  in  improving  its  facilities  for  trade,  if,  when 
people  come  here,  their  children  die  of  i-~carlet  fe- 
ver or  typhoid.     They  will  very  soon  stop  coming. 

All  agree  that  this  improvement  will  be  a  great 
public  convenience,  and  soon  must  be  a  public  ne- 
cessity. I  am  satisfied,  all  chinas  considered,  that 
now  is  the  cheapest  time  to  do  it,  for  if  it  is  put 
off,  houses  will  be  built  down  in  the  mud,  and  the 
expense  of  removing  or  raising  these  houses 
will  be  added ;  besides  parties  who  own 
the  lands,  after  paying  taxes  and  interest 
for  years,  will  want  pay  for  their  land 
which  they  now  offer  the  city  for  nothing. 
There  are  four  sewers  that  empty  into  the  canal 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  City  Hospital.  This 
street  will  afford  a  route  for  a  sewer  that  will 
remedy  the  evil  arising  from  these  sewers.  In 
my  judgment  this  alone  is  sufficient  reason  why 
this  street  should  be  made  now.  1  see  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  dated'  Sept.  1, 
1873,  that  they  are  ready  to  construct  this  sewer 
as  soon  as  the  lines  of  this  avenue  are  decided. 
They  say,  on  page  8 — 

"The  Roxbury  Canal,  on  the  east  side  of  Ward 
11,  has  for  a  long  time  furnished,  with  Pine  Island 
and  the  soap  factories,  its  quota  to  the  afflictions 
of  that  ward.    It  is  the  intention  of  this  depart- 
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ment  to  divert  all  the  ?ewers  discharging  into 
this  dock  to  the  point  of  Pine  Island  through  the 
new  avenue  formed  by  the  extension  of  Svvett 
street  to  South  Kostou.  As  &oon  as  the  lines  of 
this  avenue  are  decided,  the  department  is  ready 
to  build  the  intercepting  sewer,  and  whenever  the 
canal  can  be  tilled  as  far  as  Albany  street,  all  fhe 
sewers  emptying  into  South  Bay  sfiould  be  carried 
either  to  Tine  Island  or  Dover-street  Bridge.  It 
has  been  unfortunate  that  almost  the  whole  water 
front  of  the  original  city  has  been  pushed  out  and 
filled  by  private  corporations,  which  arranee 
their  streets  and  sewers,  and  fill  and  improve 
their  lands  without  any  control  by  the  city,  and 
often  without  any  settled  plan  or" policy  ot  their 
own,  but  varying  with  the  interests  of  poweiful 
stockholders*.  This  coiir.se  compels  the  city  to  do 
the  best  it  can  when  possession  of  streets  is  final- 
ly forced  upon  it,  which  is  generally  but  a  make- 
s'hift  for  what  should  have  been  done  or  left  un- 
done fiom  the  beginning." 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  put  off  the  building  of 
this  street  we  shall  commit  the  error  that  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  complain  of. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17—1  shall  support  the 
original  order  for  the  construction  of  Swett  street 
on  account  of  the  little  accommodation  at  present 
enjoyed  bv  the  citizens  of  South  Boston,  and  on 
account  of  the  constantly  increasing  business  of 
that  important  and  fast  glowing  section,  and 
its  lack  of  communication  with  the  central 
and  southern  portions  of  the  city ;  because 
at  this  time  there  is  no  unobstructed  com- 
munication between  South  Boston  and  the  terri- 
tory in  the  city  proper  before  referred  to,  between 
Beach  street  on  the  north  and  Norfolk  avenue  on 
the  south.  The  delays  to  travel  upon  Dover  street 
and  Kneeland  street  have  long  lieeu  a  subject 
of  comment  and  a  serious  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  public  tra  vel ;  and  relief  from 
such  detention  is  imperatively  demanaed. 
The  territory  above  Dover-street  Bridge  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Albany  sti'ect  has  been  improved 
by  some  of  the  largest  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  the  cit/,  and  the  tendency  is  still  south- 
ward. It  will  al.-o  naturally  tend  toward  Dor- 
chester Bay,  on  account  of  the  water  privileges 
afforded  by  unobstructed  navigation.  This  busi- 
ness must  seek  an  outlet  by  some  other  channel 
than  those  at  present  existing  .  The  argument 
which  has  been  advanced  that  private  indi- 
viduals receive  the  main  benefit  of  this  improve- 
ment lai  not  reasonably  be  urged,  for  the  wkole 
city  will  indirectly  "  be  benefited  thereby. 
The  <iuestioii  of  sewerage  is  no  mean  item  in  this 
matter.  The  attention  which  has  been  called  to 
this  subject  recently  by  the  T?oard  of  Health  de- 
mands consideration  at  our  hands.  If  the  sew- 
age of  the  whole  central  portion  of  the  city  is  to 
be  delivered  into  Dorchester  Bay,  and  the  Rox- 
bury  Canal  is  to  be  relieved  ot  so  great  a  nuisance 
as  at  present  exists,  it  can  only  be  done  by  con- 
structing a  solid  way  through  which  the  sewers 
shall  pass,  and  this  street  will  afford  that  way.  in 
addition  to  its  other  advantages,  and  is  no  incon- 
siderable item  in  calculating  the  expense. 
Allusion  has  been  made  in  the  other  Board  to 
streets  that,  having  a  beginning,  einl  nowhere, 
and  the  condition  of  Columbus  avenue  is  quoted. 
The  cases  are  not  similar,  for  in  the  above  refer- 
ence Tremont  street,  a  wide  thoroughfare,  is 
within  a  few  hundred  fe}t,  and  running  in  the 
same  direction,  while  Svvett  street  will  have  no 
parallel  street  within  a  half  to  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  on  either  side. 

I  would  have  this  street  built  for  the  reasons  be- 
fore named,  and  because  in  addition  thereto  more 
favorable  terms  can  be  made  with  abutters  for  its 
construction  at  this  time  than  hereafter;  for  as 
business  pushes  itself  into  this  vieinty  the  value 
ot  lanes  bordering  thereon  will  be  increased,  and 
the  owners  can  then  insist  upon  their  own  terms 
with  the  city.  At  present,  the  city  makes  the 
terms.  I  would  have  this  street  built  by  the  city, 
employing  the  people  in  our  midst,  and  so  solving 
the  labor  problem  to  the  extent  of  this  undertak- 
ing. 

Mr.  rerkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  No  more 
important  subject  has  been  before  the  Govern- 
ment this  year.  It  has  been  before  a  competent 
committee'  for  the  past  year ;  there  has  been  a 
vast  amount  of  work  done  upon  it;  vaii  nis  inter- 
ests have  been  harmonized  which  have  heretofore 
been  conflicting,  and  it  seems  a  pity  that  so  much 
labor  should  be  wasted.  I  am  certainly  aware,  as 
well  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  times 
are  hard,  business  is  dull  and  the  cirv  debc  is  in- 


creasing. But  there  is  a  wise  and  an  unwise  econ- 
omy, and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  a  sanitary  point 
of  viev  alone  this  improvement  is  one  of  absolute 
necessity.  I  ride  over  the  Roxbury  Canal  every 
day,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  live  to  lide 
over  it  another  year  or  not.  I  have  smelt  it  for 
many  years  and  its  filthiness  is  a  standing  annoy- 
ance. I  hope  the  order  will  pass  the  present 
Council. 

Mr.  AVarren  of  Ward  12 — It  seems  to  me  that 
there  never  will  be  a  time  when  this  street  can  be 
built  as  cheaply  as  now.  I  find  by  referring  to 
some  figures  that  the  street  runs  throutjh  about 
43,000,000  feet  of  marsh  territory,  and  there  is  no 
question  but  that  within  three  or  fiva  years  that 
land  will  be  raised  in  price  to  at  least  fifty  cents  a 
foot  from  what  it  is  today;  then  we  should  have  a 
property  valued  at  $21,000,000,  which  would  give  a 
yearl"  revenue  of  over  $300,000  per  annum— nearly 
enough  to  pay  for  the  street.  1  thiivk  it  is  a  good 
investment  for  the  city.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
pay  the  interest  on  the  money  by  the  rise  in  the 
valuation  of  the  land  the  first  year  after  the  street 
is  built.  Kemp  street  is  already  constructed,  and 
a  sewer  has  been  laid  there— although  it  has  had 
to  be  rebuilt  two  or  three  times  on  account  of 
falling  in ;  they  are  bound  to  have  the  sewer ;  it  is 
ten  feet  in  diameter  and  has  got  to  be  continued 
somewhere  through  that  territory,  and  there  is  no 
place  I  know  of  where  it  can  be  done  so  cheaply 
as  to  run  it  through  Swett  street.  I  hope  the  Ol- 
der will  pass  today. 

Mr.  Kimball    ot   Ward  6—1    always  notice    that 
when  any  portion  of  this  body  desire  to  have  any 
particular  measure  put  through  here,  there  never 
was  a   time  like    the   present  for  doing   it,  that 
there  is  a  wise  and  unwise  economy,  and  that  it  is 
a  wise  economy  in  their  particular  case,  and  that 
it  should  be  done  at  once.      Never,  since    I    have 
had  the  honor  of  having  a  seat  here,  have  I  voted 
against  anything  which  I  believed  for  the  general 
interest  of  the  city.      I  feel    constrained    to   vote 
against  this  order  now.      It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  a  matter  of  local  convenience.    In  common  with 
others  I  gave  the  afternoon  of  yesterday  to  visit 
the  place.      South  Boston  has  now  three  avenues 
of  communication  with  the  city  proper,  and  this 
fourth  one  will  accommodate  the  upper  part  of 
that  section,  Washington  Village,  ana  a  small  por- 
tion of  Dorchester,  and  the  residents  of  the  south 
part   of   the    city   south   of   Dover   street,    who 
desire  to  reach  either  of  those  three  places  I  have 
named.    Other  than  those.  I  do  not  see  that  ac- 
commodation is   furnished  to    any  persons.    All 
that  part  of  Dorchester  west  of  Dorchester  ave- 
nue and  south  of   Cottage  street  certainly  would 
not  go  down  Dorchester  avenue  and  cross  Swett 
street  to  get  into  Boston  proper ;    if  they  were 
coming  to  Boston  proper  they  would  take   Wash- 
ington street,  Stoughtou  street,  Norfolk  avenue 
through  one  of  those  three  places.    Therefore  it 
seems  to  me  a  matter  of  local  convenience,  and  I 
think  it  hardly  wise  for  this  Government  to  vote 
to  build  this  expensive  street  at  this  time.    We 
all  know  the  expense  to  which  the  city  has  been 
put  during  the  past  few  years  in  extending  and 
widening   streets.      There    are    cases    constantly 
arising    in      which     no    man     can     but     think 
4iat     the      wider  ing      must     take      place.      Ad 
indubitable      instance     ot     this     is     the     wid- 
ening    of    Leverett    'Street    at      the     end     of 
Cragie's  bridge.    But  this  is    a   matter   which  it 
seems  to  me  can  and    ought  to  be  put  ofl'.    That 
portion  described  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
can  be  raised  at  a  small  expense,  so  that  the  little 
girls  can  be    accommodated    by  a  way  out  of  the 
mud.    If  the  city  desires  to  build  a  sewer  it  need 
not  wait  for  the  passage  of  an  order  to  construct 
Swett  street,  unless  this  delay  is  for  the  purpose 
of  forcing  the  laying  out  of  Swett  street.    I  see  no 
conneetion  between  the  Uoxbury  Canal  and  Swett 
street,  so  far  as  the  sewer  i<    concerned;    if  it  is 
necessary,  it  can  be  constructed  beyond  the  City 
Hospital,  if  not  fill ther.  Again,  judging  from  the 
lay  of  the  land,  I  can  see  no    reason  foijuot  con- 
structing the  sewer   now  if  it  is  desirable.    For 
these  reasons— the  large  expenditures  made  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  in  widening  and  extending 
streets  ;  fhe  necessity  of  borrowing  half  a  million 
and   upward'',   for    I  do    not    believe    we    shall 
get  through  with  that,  notwithstanding  the  figures 
given,  for  I   never   knew    a   city    project  to    go 
through  on  thejfigiii  es  .iriginally  contemplated — 
I  hope  this  matter  will   be   referred  to    the  next 
City  Government.    In  the   other  branch   allusion 
was  made  to  the   great  danger   that  would  occur 
to  Washington    Village  and   the    upper   part   of 
South  Boston  in  case  of  a   large  fire.    Now,  with 
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three  means  of  communication  with  South  Bos- 
ton, with  three  engines  in  South  iioston,  and  six 
in  I)orchestei-,  I  tliink  we  can  safely  sleep  when 
we  liear  a  fire  alarm  from  Washinj^ton  Village, 
and  feel  assured  that  it  will  be  properly  taken 
care  of  even  if  Swett  street  is  not  constructed. 
Again,  it  is  urgi'd  that  this  is  going  to  furnish  em- 
ployment to  a  large  number  of  people  who  need 
work  and  whom  it  would  be  better  to  employ  on 
Swett  street  than  to  feed  with  soup  at  the  police 
stations.  I  suppose  it  is  generally  known  that  the 
number  of  men  employed  there  will  be  compara- 
tively small,  the  iilliug  u))  being  done  with  cars 
and  the  gravel  dumped  in,  so  that  the  number, 
which  some  say  will  be  a  thousand,  will  dwindle 
down  to  a  hundred.  If  the  order  is  not  referred 
to  the  next  City  (iovennncnt,  I  hope  it  will  not 
pass. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  1.}— I  did  not  intend  to  sav  a 
word  upon  this  subject,  and  I  shtuild  not  now  un- 
less it  had  bten  spoken  of  as  a  local  project. 
But,  as  it  comes  from  the  ward  whicu  I  endeavor 
to  represent,  1  shall  say  a  word.  I  admit  that  it 
is  a  local  matter ;  but  what  is  important  for  Ward 
13  is  important  for  the  whole  cHy  of  Boston.  If 
the  extension  of  I>everett  street  is  a  local  matter, 
in  the  interest  of  one  part  of  the  city,  I  should 
vote  for  it  because  I  bebeve  it  is  good  for  all. 
We  should  not  sit  here  and  vote  for  what  is 
good  for  one  section,  but  should  go  for  what  Ls 
for  the  interest  of  the  whole.  That  is  my 
main  argument  for  carrying  out  this  project. 
I  \m11  not  go  into  details  to  answer  the 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  from  Wards 
9  and  6;  but  I  will  take  time  to  give  some 
figures  which  1  have  colIecte<l  from  the  maps 
in  the  Engineer's  Department  and  from  the 
Assessor?'  books.  Thi«  extension  of  Swett  street, 
according  to  the  plan,i«  estimated  to  cost  $475,000, 
of  which  3100,000  is  to  be  paid  by  the  giving  of 
the  land  and  the  actual  agreement  of  the  abutters 
to  pay  in  cash,  and  their  price  was  establisheei  by 
the  award  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  to  whom 
it  was  left  to  decide  what  each  owner  should 
pay.  That  amounts  to  f  100,000.  bringing  the  real 
cost  to  the  city  to  $.375,000.  Now,  I  believe  that  is 
a  large  estimate.  The  amount  of  filling  per  square 
yard  is  largely  more  than  I  have  any  idea  it  is 
going  to  cost.'  This  estimate  also  includes  the 
paving,  laying  the  sidewalks,  and  the  corapleti<m 
of  the  street,  for  which  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  a  year  or  two,  and  that  will  be  .'$87,000  more  off 
the  first  cost ;  so  in  reality  it  is  going  to  cost  only 
about  $275,000  to  fit  it  for  travel.  But  I  go  in  for 
laying  out  the  whole  of  it  as  good  as  Washington  or 
Tremont  street  or  any  other  great  thoroughfare.  It 
is  equally  impoitant  as  a  great  thorougnf are  for 
those  who  travel  on  that  route.  Now,  then,  the 
area— that  is,  the  middle  basin— which  surrounds 
Swett  street,  there  are  7,000,000  square  feet 
of  land,  all  contiguous  >  to  Sweet  street, 
is  now  valued  for  taxation  at  3I/2  to  4 
cents  a  foot.  Taking  that  valuation  for 
7,000,000  feet,  it  would  amount  to  .$280,000.  Now, 
sir,  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  every  owner  of  that 
7,000,000  feet  of  land  stands  ready  today  to  till  that 
land  up  to  grade,  which  will  bring  it  u])  to  40  cents 
per  foot,  at  a  fair  estimate.  But  I  will  put  it^ 
at  30  cents,  which  will  give  a  valuation* 
of  $2,180,000,  instead  of  $280,000.  Th-?  differ- 
ence in  taxable  valuation  would  be  $1,820,000, 
which  would  pay  to  the  city  in  taxes  $35,000, 
against  $22,500  interest  money  on  $375,000  at  six 
lier  cent.,  making  about  $8000  received  by  the  city 
more  than  we  are  obliged  to  pay  out.  Now,  sir, 
upon  the  score  of  economy,  no  man  will  go  farther 
than  I  to  stop  expenditures  of  money;  but  I  do 
say  that  where  money  can  be  expended  in  a  large 
proportion  for  the  benefit  of  all,  it  is  no  time  for 
the  city  of  Boston  to  put  its  hand  down  and  say 
go  no  farther.  If  we  can  receive  twenty-five  or 
thirty  per  cent,  more  than  we  pay  out  it  is  as 
good  a  plan  for  us  to  do  it  as  it  would  be  for  an 
individual.  Show  rac  the  man  in  this  City  Gov- 
ernment who,  if  he  was  carrying  on  a 
legitimate  business,  would  not  embrace  an 
opportunity  to  make  money  out-ide.  For 
instance,  a  man  offers  to  let  a  store  to  you  for 
$10,000,  and  you  happen  to  know  where  you  can 
get  $16,000  for  it,  would  you  refuse  to  take  it? 
No,  sir,  I  am  going  to'  pocket  the  $5000  and 
do  it  legitimately.  I  say  this  is  a  parallel  case. 
It  would  be  unwise  and  foolish  not  to  go  on  with 
this  project  if  it  can  be  shown  that  this  profit  is 
to  be  made.  The  owners  of  this  land,  by  filling  it 
up,  will  increase  the  taxable  property,  and  it  will 
prove  a  fair  business  transaction.  Kvery  one 
allows  that  it  must  come  rouiul   w  ithin  a  year  or  - 


two  at  furthest.  Now  what  are  we  troingtogain  by 
waiting?  If  any  gentleman  can  show  me  where  we 
are  going  to  gain  anything  I  will  vote  to  postpone 
it.  But  I  cannot  :  ee  it  in  that  light.  If  1  own 
land  there  and  have  to  pay  interest  and  taxes  on  it 
a  year  or  two  longer,  I  am  not  going  to  be  so  ready 
to  give  the  land  then  as  I  am  today.  The  Street 
Commissioners  have  ffoue  to  work  to  get  all 
these  abuttors  to  Sxy  what  they  will  pay  in  cash 
in  addition  to  giving  the  land.  There  are  the 
names  upon  paper.  It  is  a  sure  thing,  just  a's  sure 
as  if  the  city  had  the  money  in  the  treasury,  be- 
cause they  are  all  responi-ible  men.  That  state  of 
affairs  may  not  exist  two  years  from  now.  What 
I  will  agree  to  today  cannot  always  he  done  two 
years  from  now.  Now  I  say,  after  fighting  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  and  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad,  and  af  ;er  having  got  the  abutters  up  to 
the  right  place,  gentlemen  cannot  call  it  forcinu; 
this  thing  through.  The  apple  is  just  ripe  to  pick 
now.  I  do  not  say  but  the  next  Citv  <^;cvernment 
can  do  it  just  as  well  as  we  can  now,  but  I  say  it 
is  time  for  us  to  take  actim  now,  and  not  leave 
questions  which  have  been  before  us  for  a  long 
time  for  other  people  to  settle.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  act  upon  it,  and  consider  that  it  is  of  vital 
importance  and  not  a  mere  local  project. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  have  listened  care- 
fully with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  laying  out  Swett  street  and 
to  the  conversation  of  my  friends  and  asso- 
ciatea  out  of  the  Council,  and  I  cannot  see  my 
way  clear  to  vote  for  this  majority  project  this 
evening.  We  must  take  a  stand  sometime  against 
these  great  schemes  of  sti  eet  widening  and  exten- 
sion. That  policy  has  been  carried  to  a  vast  ex- 
tent during  the  last  few  years,  partly  from  neces- 
sity on  account  of  the  lire,  but  the  expense  was 
just  as  great  as  if  no  necessity  existed.  But  there 
h  ive  been  other  great  enterprises  not  on  account 
of  the  tire,  and  I  think  it  is  time  to  stop 
ami  take  breath  a  moment  and  see  where 
we  stand.  1  think  it  is  important  for  us  to  estab- 
lish a  precedent  for  the  Council  of  next  year,  and 
that  precedent  should  be  economy.  Many  ques- 
tions will  come  before  the  next  City  Council,  such 
as  the  park  and  the  water  questions;  we  shall 
have  to  make  large  loans  for  both  tho^e  purposes 
and  if  we  establish  a  precedent  at  the  last  of  this 
year  for  a  loan  of  $500,000  for  an  unnecessaiy  pur- 
po  e,  I  think  it  will  have  a  bad  effect  in  the 
future.  They  all  say  that  Swett  street  should  be 
carried  out  because  it  will  be  a  convenience.  In 
these  days,  when  a  heavy  debt  has  been  incurred, 
and  when  times  are  hard,  as  everybody  will 
admit,  we  ought  not  to  go  into  any  specula- 
tive investment  purely  for  convenience.  Every- 
body in  favor  of  this  measure  will  admit 
that  it  IS  a  speculation.  It  is  dumping  $500,- 
000  into  the  mud  flats  of  the  South  Bny;  we 
may  get  it  back  and  we  may  not,  but  whether 
we  get  the  interest  back  or  not  the  piincii)al 
remains  there  as  part  of  our  eity  debt ;  we 
have  added  just  so  much  to  our  debt  and  it  re- 
mains, and  even  the  getting  of  money  enough 
to  pay  the  interest  upon  it  is  uncertain.  Sup- 
pose the  abutters  do  not  come  in,  and  should  not 
fill  up,  then  we  will  have  to  build  this  enormous 
turnpike  across  South  Bay,  and  virtually  have 
nothing  to  get  in  return.  >.  othing  has  been  proven 
to  my  satisfaction  that  we  shall  get  any- 
thing back  by  this  expenditure.  Look  at  the  ex- 
periences in  am  exation.  People  said  lands  would 
double  in  value  and  we  would  get  an  immense 
amount  back  in  taxation;  but  I  think  if  you  talk 
with  people  in  the  annexed  towns,  they  will  say 
the  present  valuation  is  fictitious  and  we  have  got 
to  come  down  in  the  taxes.  I  have  in  mind  this 
moment  a  case  in  Roxbury,  where  the  taxa- 
tion was  enormous,  owing  to  the  fictitious 
valuation  put  upon  property,  which  had 
been  raised  $5000  every  year  until  the  occu- 
pants were  compelled  to  move.  It  is  by  carrying 
out  such  schemes  as  this  that  we  piit  a  fancy 
valuation  upon  land.  No  one  can  say  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  that  we  ought  to  borrow  an 
immense  sum  of  mc-ney  upon  the  evidence  offer- 
ed that  we  shall  get  itback.  I  do  not  feel  confi- 
dent that  we  shall  get  this  forty  cents  or  fifty 
cents  a  foot  back.  No  one  can  contend  that  we 
shall  get  the  principal  back.  The  argument  that 
it  is  a  purely  business  transaction  is  a  strained 
one.  i  still  feel  that  the  argument  is  not  strong 
enough  to  induce  us  to  go  into  it  and  take  the 
risks.  I  am  not  sure  that  even  if  we  had 
surplus  money  enough  in  our  pockets  to  make 
this  investment,  we  should  do  it.  We  certainly 
ought  not  to  go  further  on  the  ruinous  road  o'f 
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municipal  loans  ex<;ei)t  for  absolute  necesities. 
We  shall  have  t«  make  investments  next 
year  of  abt-ohue  necessity,  such  as  for  a 
water  supply  and  a  park,  whichi  consider 
more  an  absolute  necessity  than  any  meas- 
ures of  purely  local  improvement.  As  a 
precedent  of  economy  it  is  all  important  for  us 
not  to  pass  this  order.  We  have  frot  to  put  a  stop 
to  these  street  vntproyeme/its  so-called,  as  they 
hare  been  carried  on  the  past  few  years. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  must  have  been  mis- 
understood by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1.3,  as 
opposing  this  matter  because  it  is  a  local  project 
for  a  local  convenience.  1  do  not  oppose  it  on  that 
account;  but  i  nevertheless  think  it  to  be  a 
local  project  and  convenience,  and  we  ought  not 
to  pass  this  order  and  incwr  this  extra  debt  for 
anything  bur,  matters  of  pressing  public  necessi- 
ty. It  was  perhaps  unfortunate  for  me  to  select 
Leverett  street — it  being  in  the  i)ortion  ot  the  city 
wi.ere  I  reside — to  illustrate  my  remarks  upon 
street  widenings  wliich  1  <leemed"importaut  to  act 
ujion  at  this  time,  because  it  might  have  given 
the  impression  that  I  was  favoring  this  im- 
provement in  my  own  part  of  the  city,  while  op- 
posing those  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  Leverett 
street  has  ma  ly  poor  buildings  upon  it,  and  1  meant 
to  say  that  if  we  had  aot  seized  this  opportunity, 
when  the  widening  should  come  we  would  hare 
expensive  building*  to  pay  for.  I  merely  rose  to 
say  that  I  do  not  oppose  this  because  it  is  a  local 
project    . 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentlemen  from  Wards  6  and  15  whether  they 
recognize  Swett  street  as  one  tliat  will  be  a  bene- 
fit to  that  locality ;  whether  it  is  a  local  improve- 
ment, and  whether  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  that  such  improvements  sliall  be  carried 
outT 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  the  question  is  di- 
rected to  me  in  part,  1  would  say  that  my  grounds 
for  opposing  it  are  not  that  it  is  a  local  iraprove- 
inent,  for  all  improveinents  must  be  chiefly  local, 
but  that  it  is  an  necessary,  can  be  madejust  as 
well  in  t\\e,fiUiirr  as  noiv. 

Mr.  Loriiig  of  Ward  12 — I  beg  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. 1  took  down  his  words.  I  understood 
him  to  say  it  was  "purely  a  local  improvement." 

Mr.  Putnam—  Those  may  be  the  words,  but  I  do 
not  oppose  It  tor  that  reason.  In  iny  opir.ion,  it 
is  not  so  general  an  improvement  as  to  require  so 
large  an  exp«nditure  at  a  time  when  the  debt  is 
large  and  when  times  are  hard.  Theoretically,  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  Swett  street,  and  it 
would  be  a  good  thing,  as  well,  to  that  locality, 
but  1  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  incur  so  large  an 
expenditure  to  have  it,  for  it  is  not  a  necessary  at 
all,  but  a  speculative  improvement. 

Mr.  Loring — I  am  surprised  ihat  gentlemen  of 
the  culture  and  experience  of  the  two  gentlemen 
to  whom  I  have  referred  as  having  (villeci  this  a 
strictly  local  improvement— and  they  acknowl- 
edge tnat  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  that  section 
ot  the  city— I  am  surpiised,  I  say,  that  they  do  not 
lecognize  the  fact  that  whatever  is  truly  for  the 
interest  of  one  section  of  the  city,  or  whatever  is 
truly  for  the  interest  of  our  neighbois,  is  for  our 
interest  also  The  objection  is  made  to  this  on  tlie 
trrouud  of  its  expense  and  the  great  debt  of  the 
city  at  this  time,  and  on  the  gi  oiind  of  its  being  a 
local  improveinent.  I  think  there  have  been  ex- 
pended some  't?15,000.000  in  the  last  seven  or  ten 
years  in  street  improvement-.  A  very  large  pro- 
portion of  that  money — in  all  several  iiiillicms — has 
been  expended  on  the  Back  Bay  lands  and  on 
streets  west  of  Ti  eiuont  and  Washington  streets ; 
and  whatever  has  been  expended  east  of  Wr.sli- 
ington  street  has  not  Ueen  laid  out  to  accelerate 
business.  Now,  I  believe,  it  is  generally  ackiiowl- 
edgcfl  thnt  a  public  iniiirovement  which  acceler- 
ates business  will  pay  for  itself.  Now,  as  I  under- 
stand this  improvement,  it  is  asked  that  a  large 
section  of  territory,  unimproved  lands  in  South 
Boston  and  the  i^outheily  part  of  Dorchester,  may 
be  brought  into  market;  three  or  four  hundred 
acres  of  unoccupied  lands  on  the  shore 
front  of  South  Boston  and  the  south 
part  of  IJoi'ihester,  extending  from  Fort 
Point  Channel  around  South  Boston  Point  to 
Commercial  Point,  i  think  some  seven  miles  In 
extent.  There  is  not  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment or  business  place  of  any  kind  on  that  shore 
fioni  City  Point  to  Savin  Hill  or  to  Commercial 
Point.  Most  of  the  street  improvements,  or  many 
of  them,  costing  millions  of  (ioUars,  have  been 
made  to  bring  land  into  market  f»r  house  lots; 
they  have  been  made  in  such  a  way  as  to  tenu  to 
cenVralize  business  in  the  small  trade  centre  of 


the  ciiy.  On  no  portion,  or  a  very  small  portion  of 
them,    has    money    b^en    expended    for    street 
improvements    leading    from    the   east   to    the 
west  side  of   the  sity.     There  have  been  three 
or   timr   articles     in     the     leading    journals    of 
Boston    against    this     improvement.    The    only 
points     of     any    strength    in     them    are     that 
••it  is  a  local  improTement  of  very  little  value": 
and  the  other  point  is,  that   "the  benefit  would 
inure  to  the  owners  of  the  unoccupied  lands  and 
flats  adjoining."    That  article  was  in  the  Boston 
Advertiser  of  ye.sterday.    Two  years  ago  an  article 
in  the  same  paper  showed  the  advantages  of  the 
street  improvements  on  the  Back  Bay  lands,  and 
it  alluded  to  the  tendency  of  business  to  centre 
on  the  South  Bay.    [Mr.  Loring;  read  the  avticle 
referred  to.]    Now,  1  take   the    ground    that  we 
have  had  no  City  Council  in    Boston  for  the  last 
seventeen  years,  with  the  exception  of  last  year 
and  the  year  before,  who  have    done  anything  to 
develop'  and  extend  the  business  resources  of  the 
city.    And,    now,    when    the    fi.'st  street  is    pro- 
posed with  the  view  of  accelerating  business  in  an 
important  section  of  the  city,  it  meets  with  oppo- 
sition from  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  9  and  15, 
who  probably  have  given  but  very  little  atten- 
tion lo  the   business,  interests  of  the  city.    The 
want  of  proper  streets  leading  from  South  Boston 
to  the  city  proper,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
House  of  Correction  in  that  section  of  the  city, 
have  prevented  the  development  of  some  800  acres 
of  territory  for  manufacturing  iiurposes.    By  ref- 
eieuce  to  the  census  of  1870, 1  find  that  in  the  city 
of  Worcester,  forty  miles  from  Boston,  with   a 
population  of  only  41,000,  the  products  of  manu- 
factories    are     $17,000,000     a    year,      while    in 
South     Boston,     with     60,000     population,     the 
manufacturing     products     are    only     .f7,000,000. 
Had     the     city     of     Boston     pursued    a     judi- 
cious   policy  towards   that   section   for  the   last 
twenty-five  years,  the  products  of  its  manufacto- 
ries would  now  be  upwards  of  $50,000,000  a  year. 
Now,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  Council  has  done 
nothing  for  the  interest  of  business,  or  very  little, 
I  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  most  creditable  acts 
we  could  perform  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  record 
our  votes  in  favor  of  this  street,  and  then  we  can 
say  we  have  done  some  little  towards  accelerating 
business.    The  tendency  in   Boston  has  been  to 
widen  and  extend  streets,  in    the  main,  so  as  to 
centralize  business,  when  in  fact  it  should  be  right 
the  reverse.    If  we  can  do  an>  thing  to  extend 
what  is  generally  called  the  business  centre  of  the 
city,  we  lessen  the  expense  of  doing  business.  The 
location  of  the  Boston  Post  Office  2500  feet  from 
State  street  has  very  greatly  lessened  the  expense 
of  doing  business  in  what  is  called   the  business 
centre  of  the  city.    Previous  to  the  removal  of  the 
Post  Office   from    State  street,  I  think  the  rent 
of  banking  rooms  in  the  city  exceeded  one-halt  of 
one  per  cent,  of  their  capital.    Some  members  of 
the  Council  may   not    be  aware    of  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  single  direct  avenue  leading  from  the 
east  to  the  west  side  of  the  city  from   State  street 
to  Commercial  Point,  and  one  reason  why  some  of 
our  streets  running  northerly  and  southerly  are 
so  crowded  is  from   the  tact  that  the  travel  from 
the  east    to    the    west   side    of  the  city  falls  into 
them,  and  is  carried  on  until  it  can  find  an  outlet 
in  the  direction  that  they    should  gL>.    I  feel    in- 
clineil  to  say  a  great  deal  upon  thi^  subject,  but  1 
do  not  like  to  take  up  more  time  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  lave  been  located  on 
the  shore  of  the  South  Bay  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  I  have  had  some' oppoitunity  to  ob 
serve  the  effect  of  improvements  made  there. 
Since  I  went  to  our  present  location  on  Harrison 
avenue  they  have  ''ompleted  Albany  street,  and  a 
good  deal  ot  land  has  been  brought  in,  so  that 
there  are  no  restrictions  there  as  to  manufactur- 
ing purposes.  Twenty  years  ajio  Albany  street 
was  put  through,  and  a  good  deal  of  opposition  to 
it  was  caused  because  it  was  to  be  a  local  thing; 
but  since  it  was  put  through,  manufacturing 
has  been  established  there,  and  millions  of  dollars 
in  the  way  of  assessments  have  been  added  to 
that  territory.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  will  be 
the  same  with  Swett  street.  The  products  of 
manufacturing  on  Albany  street  and  between 
Albany  street  and  Harrison  avenue  today,  I  think, 
are  more  tlian  they  are  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
city.  I  think  if  Swett  street  is  put  through  it  will 
bring  land  into  the  market  that  can  be  built  upon 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  filling  of  land 
on  Albany  street  in  this  way  has  been  an  improve- 
ment, anil  the  same  will  be  ihe  case  with  Swett 
street.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  0,  the  <niestion 
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on  referring:  the  subject  lo  the  noxt  Citv  Council 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nay's. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12—1  do  not  suppose  that 
anything  I  can  say  now  will  add  to  the  many  rea- 
sons which  have  been?p;iven  m  favor  of  this  pro- 
ject. 1  do  not  see  how  any  one  can  take  a  glance 
at  the  map  and  see  the  very  large  territory  so  near 
the  centre  of  the  city  that  is  actually  U'.iap- 
proachahle;  and  see  the  immense  distance  be- 
tween Pouth  Boston  and  Koxbury  by  way  of 
Dover-street  Hridge  or  Cottage  street ,  1  say  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  me  to  see  how  any  man  can 
take  even  a  glance  at  the  map  without  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  on  general  considera- 
tions this  improvement  ought  to  take  place. 
When  it  was  suggested,  I  could  not  possibly 
conceive  of  any  objection  that  could  be  made 
to  it,  and  it  never  occuried  to  me  to  go  into 
the  figures  as  other  gentlemen  have  done  to 
show  the  great  economy  of  puttincr  this  project 
through  now.  It  is  one'of  those  things  in  which 
time  is  the  essence  of  value.  The  want  of  that 
communication  today  is  a  crying  evil.  I  will  not 
undertake  to  talk  about  inv  ov\rn  section  of  the 
eity,  about  crowded  thoroughfares,  about  three 
avenues  for  between  ftftv  and  sixty  thousand 
people  who  pass  over  them  everv  day,  because  it 
has  been  found  by  actual  count  that  the  number 
ot  people  passing  over  those  avenues  every  dav  is 
in  excess  of  the  population  there.  The  only  op- 
position to  such  an  improvement  as  this  cannot 
be  otherwise  than  from  some  sort  of  local  jealousy 
which  makes  members  act  as  if  there  was  just 
so  much  money  in  the  crib  and  you  Lad 'got 
to  fight  for  it  and  win  or  go  without  for- 
ever. It  seems  to  me  that  so  far  as  the  city 
of  Boston  is  concerned  the  individual  prosperity 
depends  upon  the  general  prosperity.  If  vou  do 
that  which  will  put  thi«  teriitorv  up  for  ina'imfac- 
turing,  you  will  bring  wealth  and  prosperitv  to 
the  city  from  these  streets.  And  therefore,  apart 
from  any  (question  of  who  is  to  get  the  most  or  the 
least  beneht,  it  is  utteriv  impossible  that  you 
should  have  improvement's  in  a  growing  city  like 
this  without  evsrybody  getting  some  good  out  of 
it.  You  will  undertake  to  improve  the  flats— that 
is  the  channel  to  them.  \ou  have  been  improv- 
ing Atlantic  avenue,  which  is  in  a  direct  line  with 
them.  Apart  from  opening  this  territory  up 
for  taxation,  you  cause  industries  and  man- 
ufacturing enterprises,  productive  interest  and 
capital  to  flow  there.  Something  has  been  said 
about  sewerage.  I  know  but  \eiy  little  of  that, 
because  my  attention  has  not  been  called  to  it. 
But  I  know  by  reference  to  other  sections 
that  Roxbury  is  to  be  benefited  by  it.  Now 
the  three  avenues  spoken  of  are  ob.structed 
by  draws,  and  one  of  tbem  is  constantly  obstruct- 
ed by  steam  cars  on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad ;  and 
I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  but  two  avenues,  because  Federal-street 
Bridge  and  Washington  avenue  open  just 
at  one  place.  If  the  Broadway  extension 
should  take  place  it  would  form  another  ave- 
nue. Eastern  and  Northern  avenues  have 
been  suggested,  but  they  are  put  down  upon  an 
extreme  point  which  runs  out  of  the  wav,  and  I 
endeavored  to  have  that  fixed  so  that  it  niight  be 
some  benefit  to  South  Boston,  but  I  failed  to  ac- 
complish it.  It  is  said  that  taxes  are  high.  Well, 
It  is  due  a  great  deal  to  the  parsimony  of  past  Citv 
(Governments,  who  waited  and  waited,  and  finally 
all  the  improvements  came  upon  us  at  once.  Now 
when  we  have  a  case  as  clear  as  this,  true  econo- 
my requires  that  it  should  be  done  now. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Council 
was  lost— veas  11,  nays  57. 

Yeas-Messrs.  Denny,  Goldthwait,  Gordon, 
Kimball,  Page,  Powers,  Putnam,  Sprague, 
Thacher,  Weston,  E.  P.  Wilbur— 11. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Beal, 
Bearce,  Bent,  Bleller,  Boardman  Brackett,  Brown, 
Burdett,  Burgess,  Butler,  Caton.  Cawley,  Collins, 
Crowley,  Cudwoith,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller,  Harrington,  Hicks, 
Hunnewell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Leach,  Loring,  Mar- 
tin, McCarthy.  Mo'.ey.  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes, 
Peabody,  Pease.  Perkins,  Pray,  Russell,  Sibley, 
Smith,  Sweat,  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  War- 
ren, West,  Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt 
Woods,  Woodward — 57. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  resolve  and 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  will  occupy  but  a 
moment's  time.  It  is  unfortunate  that  i  ques- 
tion of  this  magnitude  should  come  to  the  \_;oun- 
cil  in  the  la-<t  hours  of  the  year.  Gentlemen  v;ill 
remember  that  the  matter  of  the   Broadwav  ex- 


tension was  brought  to  our  attention  at  our  la.st 
meeti;ig,  a  few  years  ago,  and  we  were  called 
upon  to  decide  upon  it  then.  I  had  hoped 
that  evidence  would  be  produced  tonight 
so  that  those  who  have  not  sufficient 
information  to  act  upon  it  mi^ht  decide 
tonight.  From  the  way  it  has  been  discus.sed,  it 
has  been  made  to  appear  that  localities  now  of  the 
value  of  three  or  four  cents  a  foot  were,  by  the 
building  of  this  street,  to  become  worth  thirty 
and  forty  cents.  That  is  the  main  reason  repre- 
sented to  us  tonight  why  this  avenue  should  be 
built.  If  that  is  a  fact,  the  question  occurs  to  me 
why  these  parties  who  are  to  be  benefited  to  that 
extent  do  not  build  the  street  themselves,  and  not 
ask  the  city  of  Boston  to  do  it.  That  is  the  way 
gentlemenadvocating  this  expenditure  have  pre- 
sented it  to  us  here  tonight.  I  think  they  should 
have  gone  further  than  they  have  and  cleared  up 
that  point.  It  is  also  stated  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  12  that  South  Boston  needs  this 
avenu6  that  her  com-munications  shall  be  im- 
proved. I  cannot  see  how  Ward  12  is  to  be  great- 
ly  benefited  by  this  avenue.  Does  it  offer  any 
better  communication  with  the  main  city  than 
they  now  have?  It  has  been  stated  that  manu- 
facturing would  be  greatly  benefited  by  having 
another  avenue,  but  those  other  two  points  not 
having  been  answered,  I  am  not  able  to  vote  for 
it  as  it  stands.  I  was  in  hopes  this  order  would  be 
advocated  and  presented  in  such  a  light  as  would 
make  it  very  clear  that  it  would  be  not  only  an  ad- 
vantage to  Ward  12,  but  to  the  whole  city,  and 
that  the  owners  of  property  contiguous  to  where 
the  street  is  to  be  located,  and  whose  property  is 
to  be  so  improved  in  a  few  years,  would  join  in 
the  expenditure  more  liberally  than  they  have 
done. 

Mr.  Flynn  ef  Ward  7— One  of  the  reasons  why 
it  has  been  presented  to  the  Council  at  this  late 
hour  is  that  the  Committee  on  Streets  have  been 
endeavoring  to  obtain  releases  of  the  land  and 
compensation  for  building  the  street;  but  until 
within  a  week  or  ten  days  they  have  not  accom- 
plished the  purpose  for  which  they  set  out.  They 
have  obtained  from  the  abutters  more  land  than 
the  amount  we  could  charge  for  bettennents. 
They  get  from  the  parties  $60,000,  and  it  has  been 
stated  by  the  Street  Commissioners  that  if  we  took 
the  land  and  assesse.l  betterments  we  could  not  get 
more  than  $40,000.  We  have  been  unable  to  get 
this  contribution  of  $60,000  to  this  street  sooner 
than  this,  and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  it 
comes  in  so  late. 

Mr.  Kimball— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  hardly 
wise  to  pass  this  order  tonight,  if  it  has  taken  the 
Committee  on  Streets  a  whole  year  to  make  the 
abutters  see  that  ic  is  for  their  interest  to  contrib- 
ute this  small  sum  to  have  the  street  built.  J  hope 
it  will  be  allowed  to  rest  until  they  can  be  made 
to  see  it  is  for  their  interest  to  contribute  a  larger 
sum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  main 
question  was  ordered,  and  the  resolve  and  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  order  appended  to  the  report  of  the  majori- 
ty, for  the  Committee  on  Finance,  was,"on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  referred  to  tba  next  City 
Council  and  sent  up. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  passing  the  re- 
solve and  order  to  lay  out  Sweet  street  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Communication,  resolve  and  order  from  Street 
Commissioners  for  widening  Pleasant  street  from 
Main  to  Warren  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
.'i!15,542.50.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  law  books  for 
the  City  Solicitor's  office,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $275. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  asked  if  those  books 
had  been  purchased. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  replied  that  they  had  not. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  the  order  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

"  Mr.  Dean  said  it  was  simply  to  place  in  the  Law 
Department  such  text  books  as  are  found  neces- 
sary for  the  ready  investigation  of  matters  the 
Solicitors  have  to  investigate. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  the  Committee  on  Claims  had 
to  pay  several  such  bills  during  the  last  two  years, 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances should  come  in  with  that  order.  He  under- 
stood that  the  City  Solicitor  bad  authority  to  pro- 
cure all  necessary  books  and  the  Committee  on 
Claims  approve  the  bills. 

Mr.  Dean  did  rot  understand  that  the  Solicitor 
had  such  authority.     The  books  were  merely  for 
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reference  and  use  iu  the  ordinary  transaction  of 
businf'ss. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost, 
Mr.  Thacher  alone  voting-  iu  the  affirmative.  The 
order  was  then  passed  in  concurrence,  Mr.  Thacher 
voting  alone  m  the  negative. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  two  street 
sweeuing  machines,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  .§50(1 
for  each  machine.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  transfer  of  additional  appropriations 
fiom  the  Reserved  Fund  of  f2900  to  Church-sti  eet 
District;  of  $27,000  to  Public  Buildings;  also  to 
charge  tax  of  $48.36  to  appropriation  for  Gram- 
mar School  site.  Ward  15.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence—yeas 52,  nays  1— Mr.  Ciowley  of  Ward  7 
voting  nay. 

Order  authorizing  transfers  from  the  Reserved 
Fund,  as  follows:  Widening  cf  Shawmut  aveuiie, 
»77,000;  ('ommerce  .street,  $73,000;  widening  of 
Leverett  street,  $42,000.  Passed,  in  concurrence— 
veas54,  nays  0.  ,      ,  ,..  x- 

"  Order  authorizing  a  contract  tor  the  delivery  ot 
water  pipes  and  appurtenances  for  th^  ordinary 
work  of  the  "Water  Department  during  the  next 
financial  year;  the  expease  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  .$100,000.    Passed,  in  eoncutreuce. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Waid  15,  for  the  .Joint  Committee 
on  Cluiins,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
leave  tu  withdraw  on  petition  of  A.  A.  Gibson 
to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses  in  repairing  dam- 
ages alleged  to  have  been  caused  to  estate  41 
Washington  street  by  the  city.  Accepted  and 
sent  up. 

TRUANTS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  submitted  the  draft  of  an  oidi- 
nance  relating  to  truants,  that  no  further  legisla- 
tion is  needed.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

KINDERGARTEN  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  tor  the  .Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  submitted  a  report  that  no 
further  action  is  necessary  on  request  of  School 
Committee  for  additional  accommodations  for  the 
kindergarten  school  on  Somerset  street,  said  re- 
ouest  having  been  withdrawn  by  the  sub-comuiit- 
I'ee  in  charge  of  that  school.  Accepted-  and  sent 
up. 

LOCAL  BOARDS  FOR  liUAXCH  LIBRARIES. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Library,  reported  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
viding local  boards  for  the  management  of  the 
several  branch  libraries.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

STEAMER     SAMUEL    LITTLE. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  ou 
Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Health  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanving  order : 

Ordered,  That  authority  be  and  hereby  is  grant- 
ed to  the  Board  of  Health  to  use  $2000  of  the 
Quarantine  Department  appropriation  to  detiaj- 
the  expense  of  purchasing  and  fitting  up  a  new 
condenser  for  the  steamer  Samuel  Little. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
after  an  explanation  by  Mr.  West,  passed  and 
sent  up. 

COXnXEMENT     OF     MORE    THAN     ONE    PHRSON    IN 
rOLIOE-STATION  CELLS. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Committee  of  the^ 
Common  CouncH  on  Police,  who  were  directed  to 
investigate  in  relation  to  the  confinement  of  more 
than  one  person  in  the  same  cell  in  police  station 
houses,  submitted  the  following  report:  As  this 
investigation  appears  to  have  been  ordered  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  a  lierson  named  Peter 
Smith,  caused  by  an  assault  committed  upon  him 
by  a  fellow  prisoner  in  a  cell  at  the  First  Pol ipe 
Station,  on  the  21st  of  November  last,  the  commit- 
tee have  procured  and  present  herewith  a  cony  of 
the  evidence  in  the  case  before  the  coroner's  jury, 
with  the  verdict  thereon.  A  statement  from 
the  Chief  of  Police  is  also  presented,  cover- 
ing the  number  of  cells  in  each  station  house, 
the  number  of  prisoners  and  lodgers  in  each  dur- 
ing the  year  1873,  and  a  portion  of  1874,  and  the 
average  number  per  day.  It  appears  from  this 
statement,  that  in  most  of  the  stations,  the  num- 
ber cf  persons  held  in  confinement  is  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  number  of  cell'.  The  committee 
have  visited  and  inspected  the  several  olaces  of 
detention,  and  they  find  that  in  nearly  all  the  sta- 
tions the  cells  are  in  the  basement,  while  the  offi- 
cers in  charge  occupy  rooms  on  the  floor  above, 
ta  such  a  distance  that  thev  would  not  be  likely  to 


hear  any  disturbance  among  the  prisoners.  It  is 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  tue  committee  that  an 
officer  should  be  detailed  at  all  the  stations  to 
look  after  the  prisoners  and  lodgers,  and  see  that 
they  are  properly  cared  for  and  protected.  Un- 
less this  18  done  the  occurrence  at  the  First  Po- 
lice Station  is  liable  to  be  repeated  at  anj  time. 
Accepted. 

SUDBURY   RIVER  SCHEME. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  the  order  to 
seize  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  was  refused  a 
secona  reading.  I  have  frequently  been  asked 
what  was  my  intent. on  in  moving  this  re- 
consideration of  a  subject  which  had  be  en  so 
decidedly  passed  ujion  by  this  Council.  1  did  »• 
because  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  condition  of  the 
city  at  that  time  in  regard  Lo  its  water  supply  was 
exceedingly  critical  and  it  was  dangerous  to  allow 
that  order  to  pass  out  of  the  control  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 1  feared  that  the  city  might  be  brought 
into  a  condition  wherfeby  it  would  be  necessary 
to  be  urotected,  and  I  am  forced  to  believe 
that  that  condition  has  come.  The  water  is 
Lake  Cochituate,  which,  at  our  last  meeting, 
was  three  feet  "ne  inch  above  the  bottom  of  the 
conduit,  stands  two  feet  four  inches  today.  There 
seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  cessation 
of  the  present  drought,  and  it  seems  to  me  almost 
an  imi)ossibility  for  the  city  to  go  through  the 
winter  without  turning  Sudbury  River  into  Lake 
Cochituate.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  city  stands 
now  in  a  very  considerable  danger,  in  its  present 
position,  and  that  as  a  ineasuie  ot  immediate  re- 
lief It  has  become  necessary  for  us,  whatever  our 
opinions  are  of  the  merits  of  the  Sudburj  scheme, 
as  compared  with  others,  to  put  them  aside  and 
take  the  water  as  a  measure  for  lu-otecting  the 
city  from  its  immediate  danger.  The  opin- 
ions which  I  have  expresse<l  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Charles  River  as  compared  wich 
the  Sudbury  have  been  confirin«d  since  our  'ast 
meeting  by  high  engineering  and  legal  talent.  1 
had  hoped  that  we  might  avoid  being  brought  to 
this  position  by  making  some  arrangement  where- 
by the  Sudbury  might  be  taken  as  a  tempoi  ary 
supply  to  the  city,  t  knew  that  offers  had  been 
made  by  mill  owners  to  allow  the  city  to  take  the 
river  temporarily,  but  I  find  that  those 
offers  are  not  available;  and,  after  most  careful 
inquiry,  I  can  find  no  possible  way  in  which  the 
city  can  legally  take  the  water  temporarily.  It  is 
a  matter  of  great  regret  to  ine— for  it  is  a  most 
painful  position  to  be  in — to  be  obliged  either  to 
sacrifiee  the  scheme,  which  1  believe  for  the  best 
interest  of  Boston,  or  to  keep  the  city  longer  in  its 
present  perilous  condition.  My  own  conclusion 
is  that  I  am  driven  to  give  my  adhesion  to  that 
part  of  the  Sudbury  scheme  which  involves  the 
turning  of  the  water  into  Lake  Cochituate.  But 
there  is  another  part  of  the  scheme  which  I  do 
not  think  should  be  passed  upon  iu  an  emergency 
like  this,  and  that  is  the  scheme  for  a  conduit  to 
Farm  Pond,  which,  with  its  accessories,  forms 
about  $4,000,000  of  the  cost  of  the  whole  scheme. 
It  seems  to  me  that  part  of  the  scheme  should  be 
passed  upon  on  its  merits,  and  not  under  the  pies- 
sure  of  an  emergency  like  this.  It  seems 
to  me,  also,  that  by  prudent  management 
of  our  resources,  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  Mystic  supply,  this  expenditure  might 
be  postponed  for  some  time.  I  propose,  if 
this  reconsideration  prevails,  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment striking  out  the  conduit  part  from  the  or- 
der, and  if  that  amendment  prevails  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  (U'der  in  that  shape. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  wish  the  gentleman  had 
made  the  same  speech  two  months  ago  that  he 
has  made  tonight.  There  certainly  is  iiu  more 
emergency  now  than  there  was  then.  It  was  just 
as  apparent  then  as  it  is  now.  We  are  no  more 
liable  to  have  it  now  than  we  were  then.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  abandoning  of  the  conduit  is  going  to 
help  the  matter  a  great  deal;  iha't  is  one  of  the 
leading  points  of  the  whole  scheme.  I  am  not 
willing  to  abandon  it.  It  is  lather  unfortunate 
for  the  City  Government  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  could  not  have  seen  his  way  clear  to  have 
made  some  such  lemark  before  the  vote  was 
taken  upon  the  meamre.  If  the  Council  see  fit  to 
reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  .Sudbury  scheme 
was  lost,  I  shall  be  very  glad. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—1  apprehend  that  in 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
no  change  of  opinion  is  indicated  on  his  part.  But 
certain  develoinnents  have  been  made  since  outlast 
vote,  so  that  there  appears  likely  to  be  an  impera- 
tive necessity  for  an  additional  supply  of  water.  It 
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\\A-<  T()t  been  clear  until  witliin  a  brief  jjeriod  that  it 
has  been  absolutely  necessary  to  have  this  addi- 
tional supply,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  expected 
that  the  fall  rains  mifrht  come;  but,  as  gentlemen 
are  aware,  they  have  not  come,  and  the  con- 
duit has  (ji  own  lower  and  lower.  But  the  ques- 
tion that  really  comes  up  nov  is,  what  are  we  to 
do  for  this  additional  sui)ply,  which  it  seems 
miisi  come  from  simiewhere".  Siulbuiy  Rirer, 
as  the  {gentleman  state!,  is  the  only  source 
to  which  we  can  look.  The  cjuestioii  then 
arises,  how  can  we  take  Sudbury  River? 
Suppose  it  be  taken  under  the  '  offer  of 
General  Butler?  the  difhculty  is,  that  unless 
we  j;et  the  consent  of  every  party  haying 
rights  in  that  river,  no  order  passed  by  this  City 
Council  can  be  legal,  and  therefore  no  order  for  a 
temporary  supply  can  be  legally  i)as-ed.  It  must 
be  evident,  then," that  the  Water  Board  cannot  be 
authorized  by  the  City  Council  to  take  the  river 
temporarily,  and  therefore,  as  the  City  Solicitor 
expresses  it,  if  he  were  a  member  of  that  board, 
and  they  were  directed  to  take  it  for  a  temporaiy 
use,  he  would  be  bound  to  disobey  it.  The  quei^- 
fion  then  is,  shall  we,  who  think  that  is  not  the 
he-it  scheme  for  Boston's  water  supply,  allow  the 
city  to  incur  the  danger  of  a  water  famine?  But 
tlit're  is  not  only  the  use  of  the  water  for 
ordinary  purposes  to  be  taken  into  account,  but 
the  probable  loss  of  property  in  case  of 
tire  from  scarcity  of  it,  and"  I,  for  one, 
am  not  willing  to  cake  that  hazard.  And 
inasmuch  as  this  seems  to  be  the  only  way  to 
lelieve  ourselves,  and  that  is  by  taking  Sudbury 
water,  and  the  only  way  to  take  it  is  to  do  so  le- 
gally, there  seems  to"  he  no- possible  alternative 
but  to  take  such  a  portion  of  this  act  as  will 
avail  for  our  temporary  necessity.  In  order  t* 
take  the  temporary  use  of  it,  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  gentleman"  from  Ward  9,  tliat  we  are  not 
absolutely  committing  the  city  to  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  We  can'take  it,  and  incur  the  least  pos- 
sible exj)ense.  No  costly  works  are  to  be  erected, 
but  we  are  to  so  there,  open  the  conduit  and  take  it 
precisely  in  the  same  way  that  we  took  it  for  tem- 
porary use  in  1872.  Now  there  can  be  no 
reBsoiiable  doubt,  it  seems  to  me,  if  the 
City  Oovernment  in  its  wisdom  hereafter 
should  decide  that  the  scheme  is  not  the  best, 
that  it  can  he  abandoned.  1  admit  that  the  tak- 
ing of  this  step — and  I  should  appiehen  1  that 
every  Sudlmry  man,  even  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1,  upon"his  own  hypothesis,  would  say  it  isa 
step  in  the  right  direction — I  aihnit  that  there  is  a 
question  whether  it  is  not  committing  us  to  a 
scheme  in  which  we  do  not  believe.  So  far  as  the 
le.ial  (luestion  is  concerned,  I  am  foiced  to  say  it 
is  not  free  from  doubt.  I  very  much  loubt  if  we 
take  this  river  under  the  Sudbury  act,  whether 
the  mill  owners  with  vested  rights  cannot 
say,  "it  is  your  juoperty,  we  do  not  want 
it  "back  again,  we  do  not  care  to  buy  it,  we  prefer 
to  have  our  iiKmey  now."  They  might  take  that 
po^iticm,  and  it  would  be  a  serious  legal  <iuest!on 
if  we  could  cede  back  our  rights,  provided 
we  wanted  to  recede  from  our  action.  But 
I  think  it  is  apparent  that  they  do  not  want 
to  sell  their  river  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  were 
not  disposed  to  make  monty  out  of  the  city,  for 
th-ir  suits  brought  heretofore  against  the  water 
Board  I  am  credibly  informed  were  never  entered. 
Those  suits  were  brought  to  show  that  the  city  of 
Boston  cannot  trifle  with  their  rights.  If  they 
desued  to  sell  it,  wouM  they  make  suck 
an  offer  as  they  have?  If  there  ever  vras 
a  time  when  they  could  drive  a  sharp  bargain 
witn  the  city  of  Boston,  it  was  then  and 
now.  Hut  they  said,  if  the  city  of  lioston  needs 
this  w;iter  she  shall  have  it.  Tlieie  is  the  case  of 
(iovernor  Talboj,  who  cannot  si)are  the  water 
from  his  mill,  but  in  an  emergency  like  this,  he 
says  the  city  of  Boston  shall  have  it  if  it  needs 
it.  Now,  sup])ose  at  the  exi)iration  of  six  months 
the  City  (iovernment  should  decide  that  the  Sud- 
V)ury  scheme  is  not  the  one  the  city  wishes  to 
carry  <rtit;  it  seems  to  me  that  in  all  probability 
it  couUl  be  abandoned,  as  it  was  before.  I  admit 
that  the  legal  pha^e  is  not  exactly  the  same;  but 
1  think  the  conduit  of  the  mill  owners  shows  that 
they  did  not  want  to  sell  It  to  the  city  of  Boston; 
if  the  city  took  it  without  great  loss  to  her-elf , 
Bhe  could  then  leave  it,  without  the  great  co^^t  jf 
cnu'luit  and  works ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
same  suitit  as  shown  heretofore,  would  induce 
the  mill  owners  to  say  to  the  city  of  Bo-^ton, 
»'Wc  ask  no  compensation  for  damages." 

Mr.  Deun  of  Ward  12— It    was    my  purpose  to 
present    an  order  for  the  teiniorary  taking  of  tie 


Sudbury  water;  I  was  rather  persuaded  not  to  do 
it,  because  of  the  grou.id  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  !)  has  taken,  and  1  certainly  sympa- 
thize with  him  ill  his  feelings.  This  Council  can- 
not but  feel  indebted  to  him  for  the  care  he  ha* 
taken  in  making  the  examination  he  has  made 
upon  this  important  subject,  and  giving  his  views 
upon  it.  I  am  sure  most  of  us  sympathize  with 
him,  and  regret  that  there  "  is  the  neces- 
sity for  making  this  choice  under  these 
circumstances.  Now,  when  the  gentleman 
makes  the  proposition  and  says  what  he  pro- 
poses to  do,  the  chairman  .of  the  Water 
Committee,  instead  of  meeting  him  half  way,  in- 
stead of  saying  that  is  acceptable,  immediately 
throws  dowr  the  gauntlet  and  says,  Conduit  or 
nothing!  The  conduit  is  the  thing!  He 
is  going  to  fight  it  out  on  that  I'ne,  so  that 
every  possible  offer  that  may  be  made,  in  what- 
ever" good  faith  and  candor,  has  to  be  met  by 
the  Water  Boaid  and  those  who  represent 
it.  And  why  are  we  brought  here  t»  this 
pass?  Although  I  have  seen  in  one  of  the 
papers  a  statement  that  the  Mystic  water  could 
not  have  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
us  from  the  position,  I  undertake  to  say  that  the 
statement  thus  made  is  not  true  ;  audi  undertake 
to  say  from  the  inquiries  made  from  the  Water 
Board  myself,  and  it  was  long  ago  in  debate 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council,  that 
by  the  proper  use  of  the  Mystic  water  when  it  was 
running  to  waste,  Lake  Cochitiiate  might  have 
been  permitted  to  fill,  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
might  have  been  permitted  to  fill,  and  we  should 
have  had  an  abundance  ia  those  great  reservoirs.. 
Many  of  us  went  and  saw  the  water  running  to 
waste — twenty,  thirty  or  forty  million  gallons  a 
<iay,  over  the  "Mystic  dam;  and  it  continued  to- 
waste  for  a  long  period  of  time.  By  a  proper  use  of 
this  Mystic  water,  much  of  it  could  have  been 
conveniently  sent  into  the  city,  instead  of 
•Irawing  it  all  from  Chestnut'  Hill  Reser- 
voir, and  the  lake  and  the  reservoir  might 
have  been  permitted  to  fill.  Now,  that 
was  one  thing.  Then  there  came  another 
thing  iii  which  the  Board  was  derelict. 
There  came  a  generous  proposition  from 
(reneral  Butler;  and  it  came  with  the  concunence, 
•  as  it  appears,  of  all  that  are  'o  be  considerably 
affected  by  the  taking  of  this  water.  For  in- 
stance, after  this  controversy  had  arisen,  Uie- 
(.'base  Mills  and  Essex  Mills  gave  ample  consent 
that  the  water  shall  be  taken  ;  then  there  are  the 
Saxonville  Mills;  the  Messrs.  Talbot  at  Billerica; 
then  the  Wamesit  Mills,  of  whick  General  But- 
ler is  the  principal  owner,  and  are  the  first  to  be 
allected  if  this  supply  is  cut  off;  then  came  the 
Middlesex  Mill-^.  I  called  upon  Mr.  Simpson  and 
he  sends  this : 

Boston,  Dec.  lO,  1874. 

To  the  Ci*^y  Council  of  the  Citv  of  Boston— With 
regar-i  to  the  offer  by  (ieneral  fiutler  of  the  Sud- 
bury River  water,  the  Saxonville  Mills  assent 
thereto. 

But  this  assent  must  be  limited  to  a  period  of 
two  months,  unless  the  time  is  extended,  as  in- 
•iefinite  assent  cannot  be  given.  With  the  reser- 
vation also  of  water  to  run  the  engine  and  wash 
wool  and  cloths,  etc. 

While  the  citv  take  the  water  the  mill  can  be 
mn  by  steam.      '  M.H.Simpson, 

President  Saxonville  Mills. 

He  says  simply,  if  you  want  any  longer  time  all 
you  have  got  to  do  is  to  apply  toine  for  it.  1  have 
also  the  assent  of  thfe  Middlesex  Mills  in  a  note  ad- 
dressed to  myself : 

Boston,  Dec.  23, 1874. 

henjamiu  JJeun,  Eijq.:  My  Dear  Sir— The  Mid- 
dlesex (  ouipany  will  of  cour.se  confirm  any  agree- 
ments made  by"<ieneral  Butler  as  it.^  coun-"el.  Will 
it  be  too  much"  trouble  to  you  to  have  me  a  copy 
leade  of  his  communication  to  the  Mayor? 
Yours  very  trulv, 

R.  S.  Fay,  Treasurer. 

Now,  then,  we  have  the  consent,  really,  of  all 
that  would  be  materially  affected,  and  so  tar  as 
the  taking  of  the  wateris  concerned,  if  the  Water 
Board  wanted  it,  instead,  Mr,  Piesident,  of  send- 
ing about  a  very  long  document  to  these  people  to 
sign ;  I  say  if  the  Water  Boar.l  had  a  real 
desire  lo  accomplish  that  purpose,  if  they  had 
desired  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
temporary  supply  from  Sudbury  River,  it  certain- 
ly could  liave  been  done,  and  if  there  were  any 
.small  expenses  they  could  have  been  taken  care 
of.  One  of  my  objections  to  offering  an  order  for 
a  temporary  sui)])l'y  is  that  they  would  not  obey  it; 
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tbey  would  not  nlnd  it  at  all.  So  you  have  aboard 
wbich  went  to  Sudbury  River  and  put  up  a  rtani 
without  any  authority  and  against  the  expostula- 
tions of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  ran  through  men's 
land  to  build  this  wooden  conduit  to  get  the  water 
into  Farm  Pond  and  thence  down  to  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate.and  that  without  the  slightest  pretence  ot  right; 
yet  when  the  offer  is  made  by  which  they  can  get 
It  substantially  without  opposition,  they  stand 
back  and  say  we  have  not  to  have  every 
possibility  of  a  test  taken  away  from  them. 
Jow,  supjiose  a  bill  in  equity  "  was  brought, 
and  an  injunction  obtained,  you  are  no 
worse  off  than  now.  But  the  trouble  is, 
will  it  be  safe  to  trust  this  Water  Board? 
'Fbey  are  like  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  bobs  up  and  sa.vs  conduit  or  nothing;  it  is 
giving  np  the  whole  thing  if  we  don't  get  the 
•onduit,  you  sha'  n't  have  water.  There- 
tore  I  undertake  to  say  that,  as  for  the 
dilemma  we  are  in,  it  is  the  result  of  the  male- 
administration  of  the  Water  Board.  Now  I  have 
anked  one  of  the  members  of  the  Water  Board 
why  it  was  that  they  did  n't  fill  in  from  the  Mys- 
tic Lake.  The  answer  was  that  the  accounts 
w*uld  n't  stand  well;  they  would  have  to  pay  the 
Mystic  Water  Board.  The  reply  was  that 
would  not  make  any  difference ;  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  must  pay  it  Into  the  city  treas- 
ury, and  therefore  it  costs  the  tity  noth- 
ing. Therefore,  even  if  you  aie  not  go- 
ing to  make  any  expense  to  the  city  treas- 
ury, you  will  not  do  it,  because  it  wont  look 
well  in  the  accounts.  "Well,"  said  lie,  "we 
••old  n't  have  anticipated  this."  "  Why,  it  is  your 
business  to  anticipate  this."  All  our  discussions 
are  to  prepare  for  a  dry  time;  these  reports  aie  to 
show  us  how  to  secure  water  enough  to  sup- 
ply the  city  in  a  drv  time;  yovi  are  put 
there  to  provide  for  this  contingency. 
A.nd  then  when  1  suggested,  instead  of  i^ending  a 
message  round,  wby  did  n't  >ou  deal  with  General 
Butler  bimself?  the  answer  I  got  was  that  they 
were  not  Butler  men.;  I  Now,  Mr.  President,  lam 
not  a  Butler  man,  nor  an  anti-Butler  man ;  but 
kave  the  honor  of  having  known  that  gentleman, 
and  practised  law  in  the  same  county  with  him 
for  verv  many  years,  and  of  all  men  I  ever 
knew,  when  he  pledged  himself,  he  was 
to  be  relied  upon;  and  it  was  to  his  credit,  as  well 
as  other  eminent  men,  who,  at  that  time,  were 
practising  the  profession  of  law  in  that  county, 
that  every  one,  the  whole  bar,  were  tiue  to 
their  word,  and  General  Butler  was  one  ot  the 
principal  men  who  helped  to  bring  about  that 
state  of  things.  Sharp,, and  keen,  and  do  e,  when 
the  fight  came,  yet  in  the  midst  of  the  light  he 
would  stick  to  the  word  he  had  given  out  of  it; 
and  I  remember  that  when  I  first  came  to  Boston, 
I  was  constantly  getting  into  scrapes  because  1 
relied  on  the  \vord  of  others ;  they  were  constant- 
ly going  back  on  me,  and  I  was  in  a  peck  of  trouble 
jiretty  much  all  the  time.  We  have  a  better 
state  of  things  now  here.  I  say  this,  although 
lam  not  a  Butler  man,  but  t  know  liim  and  I 
•annot  help  speaking  kindly  of  him  today.  I 
have  received  many  kindnesses  at  his  hands.  1  am 
*«rry,  so  far  as  this  Council  or  Water  Board  is 
ooneerned,  that  they  have  not  dealt  with  him 
more  in  the  same  way  that  he  would  had  be  been 
iu  their  place.  They  take  water  from  Sudbury 
River  and  compel  him  to  put  steam  into  the  mill, 
and  he  goes  to  a  suit.  But  the  very  moment  a 
friend  suggests  to  let  the  city  take  tliis  water,  he 
brmshes  around  and  offers  to  let  us  take  it. 
If  a  reconsideration  takes  i)lace,  then  un- 
d«abtedly  the  gectleniau's  method  of  getting  at 
It  is  a  good  one.  But,  Mr.  President,  the 
Coancil  must  not  pass  upon  this  in  the 
illQsion  that  if  you  actually  take  it  under 
the  right  of  eminent  domain  "you  can  ever  put 
it  ba«k  again  and  be  free  from  damages. 
The  very  moment  you  take  the  waters  of 
the  Sudbury  they  are  yours,  and  that  was  the 
jtreat  distinction  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  with  his  business  ideas  and  his  banking  educa- 
tion. Of  his  own  account  he  starts  off  with  what 
•thers  at  least  to  some  extent  have  put  into  prac- 
tice. Yeu  take  it,  and  you  take  it  all, and  the  water 
is  yours ;  if  it  runs  down  to  these  mills  one  or  two 
years,  it  is  still  the  city's  water,  and    you    have 

f|Ot  to  pay  for  the  whole  of  it,  notwithstand- 
ng  you  do  permit  it  to  run.  After  you 
rote  to  lay  out  a  street,  the  moment  the  vote 
Is  passed,  although  the  city  did  not  enter 
»pon  it  immediately,  the  owners' title  is  gone,  and 
you  cannot  get  it  back  except  by  agreement,  be- 
*ause  the  title  is  passed.  Nowtlien,  Mr.  President 


let  us  look  at  the  emergency.  >.s  has  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who  sits  in  front  of  me 
[Mr.  Denny],  with  the  improveu'ents  now  author- 
ized iu  the  *ly?tic  basin,  you  get  somewhere  about 
38,W0,000  gallons  a  day  in  a  dry  time; 
yon  hive  authorized  the  building  of  reser- 
Toirs  which  would  complete  that  scheme, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $1,300,000,  and  you  have 
got  water  enough,  7,500,000  gallons  a  day  more  than 
we  used  last  year;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  that, 
against  our  wishes,  under  this  pressure  brought 
upon  us  by  the  malfeasance  of  our  servants, 
we  are-to  pass  upon  this  question — I  am  incliuecl 
to  think  it  was  not  on  purpose,  but  on  account  of 
this  pride  about  the  aceounts — still,  while  we  are  in 
a  position  with  ample  water  facilities,  we  are  to  go 
into  this  against  our  convictions  and  will,  and 
that  by  the  stubbornness  of  the  Water  Board,  who 
wouldn't  take  the  water  until  everybody's  consent 
had  been  gained,  and  when  they  have  everybody's 
•ensent  they  won't  take  any.  Now  this  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  do  away 
with  a  great  deal  of  the  expense  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme;  but  it  does  not  do  away  with  the  bad 
quality  of  the  water,  to  which  your  attention  was 
called  at  the  last  meeting.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  referred  to  page  42  of  the  medical  renort, 
where  it  says— 

"In  order  to  purify  the  Sudbury  for  drinking 
purposes,  not  only  should  the  several  specific  nui- 
sances be  wholly  abated,  but  whole  towns  must, 
sooner  or  later,  "come  under  radical  treatment. 
The  same  is  of  course  true  of  the  other  streams  in 
question.  As  to  the  possibility  of  diversion,  this 
is  still  to  be  decided  for  the  several  towns  by 
more  accurate  inspections  and  surveys  than  have 
yet  been  made." 

And  then  it  goes  on  with  suggestions  as  to 
drawing  it  from  several  towns.  Now  I  don't  un- 
derstand that  this  refers  to  the  drainage  of  partic- 
ular instances  of  seivage;  but  it  is  because  the 
towns  are  so  situated  iu  the  valley  of  the  Sudbury 
that  the  water  in  one  way  and  another  percolates 
through  the  soil,  and  in  one  instance  you  find  the 
same  state  of  things  that  caused  the  hotel  at  Mt. 
Desert  to  be  abandoned  ;  and  this  is  the  kind  of 
water  we  are  asked  tc  take.  I  thought  that,  as  we 
had  the  Mvstic,we  had  better  improve  it,  just  exact- 
ly as  we  shall  have  to  drain  the  Sudbury  when  we 
get  it;  and  I  have  thought  that,  with  the  Shaw- 
sheen  close  by,  we  could  get  any  amount  of 
water,  alth  lugh  I  am  still  not  so  sure  that  the 
ponds  of  Middleborough  might  not  Le  a  better 
place  to  go  to.  Now,  the  question  is  whether  we 
cannot  get  out  of  it  without  passing  this  exact 
project;  for  on  the  whole  I  am  not  willing  to 
go  for  that.  I  would  go  for  anything  to  give  us  a 
temporary  supply,  but  I  do  thiuk  the  better  way 
wo'ild  be  to  hold  on,  and  put  this  Water  Board  in 
a  position  so  that  they  should  have  the  responsi- 
bility of  taking  the  necessary  supply.  If  any 
should  yield,  it  is  they. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  i—l  am  always  delighted  to 
hear  my  friend  from  Ward  12,  but  I  am  sorry  he 
had  to  inflict  the  Council  with  so  long  a  speech 
for  my  benefit.  If  he  understood  me  to  say,  con- 
duit or  nothing,  or  that  I  had  got  my  back  up,  1 
wish  to  correct  him.  I  am  iu  favor  of 
a  supply  of  water  for  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  I  will  go  as  far  as  anybody  else. 
We  have  been  tipon  the  committee  two  years,  and 
have  reported  a  project,  and  we  don't  propose  to 
go  back  upon  it,  or  take  action  looking  that  way 
in  the  least.  If  the  project  of  (Jeneral  Butler  had 
been  adopted,  I  should  have  been  very  much 
pleased.  I  voted  for  it,  but  I  have  been  infomied 
that  the  mill  owners  refused  to  sign  the  offer.  I 
am  satisfied  he  made  it  in  good  faith,  and  I  am 
sorry  we  did  not  take  it.  I  am  for  anything  that 
will  give  a  supply  of  water  to  the  city" of  Boston; 
but  I  am  not  going  to  take  any  action  to  tie  my 
han  Is  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  say,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  being 
here  and  not  being  held  responsible  for  any  acts 
he  may  do  to  further  the  wish  of  the  Council,  it  is 
all  very  well  to  tell  what  he  would  do  and  what  he 
v/ould  not  do,  and  that  Ben  Butler  is  a  man  of  his 
word.  The  City  Council  voted  for  the  Water 
Board  to  take  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  and 
appropriated  .f  10,000,  and  as  soon  as  Ben  saw  a 
chance  he  attached  the  property  of  the  members 
of  the  Water  Board,  who  were  acting  in  good 
faith.  To  say  that  the  Water  Board  wont  do,  or 
don't  want  to  do  anything  —  I  would  state 
that  as  an  individual,  I  am  not  going  to 
put  my  hand  in  my  pocket  to  furnish 
water   for    the    gentleman     from  ,Ward    12.       I 
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am  willing  to  bear  my  DO.tion  of  the  ex- 
pense, bui  wlieii  ih'e  votes  come  in  s>u;h  a  way 
that  for  ii  man  to  carry  them  out  he  is  goint;;  to  be 
held  personally  responsible,  and  the  Kcntlemeu, 
like  the  member  from  Ward  12,  stand  back  and 
say  you  ought  to  ^o  ahead  and  don't  go  ahead, 
and  this  thing  and  that— it  is  all  very  well  to  get 
up  here  and  make  .-uch  statements  as  that.  The 
gentleman  can  talk  better  on  the  opposite  side  of 
a  (juestion  than  1  can.  It  is  somewhat  singular 
that  the  communication  should  be  received  from 
the  mill  owners  at  just  such  a  time.  As  the  old 
saying  is,  a  burnt  clnkl  avoids  the  fire.  The  pres- 
ent Water  Board  thought  they  would  proceed 
right  this  time;  they  got  an  agent  to  go  and  see 
the  mill  owners  and  they  reported  to  this 
boaril  the  success  they  met  with.  So  far  as 
the  Water  hoard  want  to  prc^s  this  matter  of  Sud- 
bury River  with  or  without  a  conduit,  they  want 
to  furnish  water  for  the  business  interest  of  the 
city  and  for  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes. 
Th'eie  is  great  stress  laid  on  sewage  and  the  pollu- 
tions that  are  to  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  river; 
if  gentlemen  will  read  they  would  see  that  that 
is  the  (tase  with  every  river  or  pond  the>  might 
vote  to  take.  , 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  hope  that  at  this  late 
hour  we  shall  not  in.lulge  in  any  crimination  or 
recrimination  in  this  matter,  nor  be  influenced  by 
consirlevations  of  what  anybody  lias  done  or  left 
undone.  The  great  question  is  of  a  supply  of  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  we  ought  to  approach 
thit  question  leaving  the  past  behind  us.  and 
considering  onlv  what  is  best  to  be  done  in  the 
pr?sent  emergency.  The  question  of  the  advisa- 
bility of  different  sourc  s  is  one  upon  which  hon- 
est and  intelligent  men  may  well  'lifter.  I  felt 
great  difficulty  myself  m  deciding  the  question; 
hut  it  seems  to  me  that  at  the  piesent  time 
the  .state  of  the  case  is  this.  It  appears  by 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  that  a  majori- 
ty of  the  Council  were  not  ready  then  and 
r  believe  they  are  not  ready  now  to  ac- 
cept the  scheme  in  its  completeness  by  voting 
to  take  Sudbury  River  and  build  the  condiiit  from 
Farm  Pond.  Some  think  that  the  water  of  that 
river  can  be  brought  in  more  cheaply.  I  do  be- 
lieve, however,  that  a  majority  of  those  here 
liresent  are  now  prepared,  taking  all  firings 
into  account,  to  vote  to  take  the  Sudbury 
and  leave  the  question  of  how  it  shall  be  brou>:,ht 
into  the  city  to  be  decided  by  the  City  (iovern- 
ment  next  year,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we 
do  this  we  shall  make  a  great  gain  ;  we  shall  sup- 
l)ly  the  immediate  pressirg  wants  of  the  city, 
and  the  great  question  of  the  place  from  which  we 
are  to  take  the  supply,  complicated  as  it 
is  with  th<!  report  of  the  physician^,  the 
question  of  mill  damages  and  other  matters 
will  be  removed  substantially  from  the  future, 
and  the  question  next  year  to  be  determined 
will  be  simply  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  water 
shall  be  brought  to  the  city.  1  hope  that  no  feel- 
ing of  pride  on  the  part  of  any  one  will  prevent 
him  from  coming  squarely  up  and  voting  for  what 
we  can  get  tonight.  Let  us  vote  for  the  Sudbury, 
although  we  cannot  carry  the  aqueduct  tonight. 
That  matter  I  am  willing  to  allow  to  remain  open 
for  the  next  Council  to  determine. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  always  advocated  the 
taking  of  water  through  Lake  Cochituate  if  we 
should  take  Sudbury  River,  and  this  proposed 
amendment  does  aw.iy  with  one  of  the  mo^t 
objectionable  parts  of  the  scheme.  I  would  like 
to  add  the  further  plan  of  carrying  it  over  the  old 
route,  as  that,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  safe  and 
cheap  way,  and  the  only  sure  way  by  wh'ch  the 
waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond  can  be 
purified.  I  therefore  shall  be  willing  to  vote  for 
the  amendment,  if  it  is  presented.  But  1  doubt 
that  means  a  temporary  supply.  1  think  it  means 
a  permanent  one.  I  shall  favor  Sudbury,  so  far 
as  turning  it  into  Lake  Cochituate  is  concerned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  previ 
ous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  re- 
consider prevailed. 

Mr.  Peabody  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

Provided,  hovever,  that  until  the  further  order- 
ing of  the  City  Council  no  land  shall  be  taken  for 
the  constructing  of  the  line  of  conduit  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  no  money 
beyond  the  present  approp'iation  shall  be  ex- 
pended. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  "Ward  20— Will  the  amount  of  the 
present  appropriation  be  sutticient  to  introduce 
water  into  Lake  Cochituate? 

Mr.   Peabody    of    Ward  9-1    understand  there 


will  be  no  expense  in  turning  the  water  into  Lake 
Cochituate. 

Mr.  Pea^e  of  Ward  1 — I  am  suriirised  to  hear  the 
gentleman  make  that  remark.  It  will  take  at 
least  ten  days  to  clean  out  the  ditch.  1  have  that 
from  the  engineer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  the  yeas  and 
nays  weie  ordered  on  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
aiiopted^feas  .58,  nays  6. 

Yeas— jfessrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce, 
Boaidman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burihtt,  Burgees. 
Caton,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  Cush- 
man,  Dacey,  Day,  Dean,  Denny,  Flatley,  Fuller, 
(ioldthwait,  Harrington,  Hicks.  Huunewell,  Kent, 
Kimball.  Leach,  Loiing,McCarty,  Moley,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Koyes,  Pag?,  Peabody,  Pease,  Perkin.s, 
Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Spiague,  Sweat,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Walbridge, 
Warren,  AVest,  Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
N.  S.  AVilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods,  Woodward— 58. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bleiler,  Crowley,  Davis, 
tiordon,  Jennings— 6. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward 
!),  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  sent  up. 

THANKS  TO   GENERAL   BITTLEK. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
are  heieby  tendered  to  General  Benjamin  F.  But- 
ler for  the  generous  offer  of  a  temporary  supply 
of  water  contained  in  his  communication  of  No- 
vember last. 

Read  twice  and  passed  with  but  one  dissenting 
voice,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  sent  up. 

DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  cause    to  be 
bound  .1  number  of  the  City  Documents    and  pro- 
ceedings of   the    City  Council   for   the    year  1874 
sufficient  to   furnish'  each    member   of  the  City 
Council  and  the  heads  of    the    principal    depart- 
ments of    the    City    Government  with   a    copy  of 
each  volume;    the  expense  thereof  to   be  charged 
to  the  appiopriation  for  Printing. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 
Mr.  Train  of  Ward  1.3  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  (.'ouncil  the  sum  of  §500,  for 
extra  services  during  the  past  year  in  preparing 
for  publication  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Common  Council. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 

REEERENCE  TO   NEXT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That    all    matters    of    an    unfinished 
nature  in  the  hands  of  the  several  joint  commit- 
tees be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 

THANKS     TO      THE     I'RESIDENT. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Council  are 
hereby  tendered  to  President  Edward  O.  Shepard 
as  a  recognition  on  their  part  of  the  impartiality 
and  ability  with  which  he  has  presided  over  its 
deliberations  during  the  past  >ear,  and  as  a 
respectful  tribute  of  their  good  wishes  for  his 
future  health  and  happiness. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — If  I  may  judge  of  the 
feelings  of  iny  associates  in  the  Council  by  my 
own,  I  am  very  sure  that  the  passage  of  this  re- 
solve is  by  no  means  a  nieie  formal  vote  of  thanks. 
Ifor  one  feel  a  deep  and  hearty  gratitude  towards 
our  President,  who  has  presided  this  year  with 
such  distinguished  promptness  and  courtesy  in 
conducting  the  business  of  this  board.  He 
has  been  honored,  as  very  tew  Presidents  have 
been  honored,  with  a  reelection  for  two  succesive 
years.  I  had  not  the  honor  of  being  here  myself 
his  first  year,  but  I  am  sure  that  if  he  was  as 
good  then  as  he  is  now  he  deserved  it,  and  he  has 
most  markedly  justified  our  choice.  1  can  only 
ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  his  reminiscences,  in  look- 
ing back  upon  this  year,  will  be  as  pleasant  as  ours. 
I  need  not  speak  of  his  ability  and  promi)tness,  for 
everybody  is  loud  in  their  praise.  But  there  is  an 
event  that  was  noticed  in  the  middle  or  the  year, 
which  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer  to,  and  that 
was  a  domestic  event  in  our  President's  life, 
which  I  trust  has  brightened  his  path,  if  our  con- 
duct here  has  not.  I  am  sure  he  has  the  warmest 
good  wishes  andthe  co^-dial  congratulations  of  the 
Council  for  his  happiness,  and  that  his  career  in 
jmblic  life,  if  he  continues  in  that  field — as  I  hope 
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be  may,  if  not  immediately,  at  some  future  period 
— ma>  be  as  creditable  and  distineuislied  as  it  has 
been  in  this  Council,  and  that  the  cause  of  the 
city  or  the  State  shall  not  be  a  long  time  deprived 
of  his  presence  and  assistance. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14 — I  must  cordially  in- 
dorse the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15.  If  it  be  the  usual  and  customary 
one  in  substance  offered  upon  occasions  like  these, 
then  1  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  Councils 
of  the  years  that  are  gone  have  been  foitunate  if 
thev  could  offer  it  with  equal  tiuth.  The  ttdelity 
in  the  discharge  of  the  varied  duties  incumbent 
upon  him  shown  by  our  President  has  not  been 
less  conspicuous  than  his  intelligent  interpreta- 
tion of  those  duties.  The  dignity  with  which  he 
has  ever  preside<l  in  no  small  degree  has  contribut- 
ed to  decorum  of  debate  here— a  decorum  which  in 
my  judgment  has  been  sustained  t  »an  extent  that 
is  unusual  in  deliberative  assemblies  meeting  as 
frequently  and  familiarly  as  this  Council.  More 
especially  has  this  fact  been  significant  when  the 
del)ate  has  been  sharp  and  passion  momentarily 
triumphed  over  judgment.  In  all  such  emergen- 
cies, which  I  am  happy  to  say  have  been  rare,  it 
can  fairly  be  said  our  President  in  firmness  and 
decision  has  been  equal  to  the  occasion.  And  I 
believe  him  worthy  of  congratulation  for  the  en- 
tire inq)artiality  with  which  he  has  presided  over 
our  discussions  here.  tSo  that  however  partisan 
his  own  opinion  might  be  on  any  question,  free- 
dom of  debate  has  ever  been  conceded  its  just 
latitude.  And  it  is  not  sentimentality  to  say  that 
as  our  relations  are  now  on  the  point  of  being 
severed,  it  is  with  regret  to  us  all  that  the 
hour  of  separation  lipscome.  Whatever  differ- 
ences of  opinion  there  may  have  existed  between 
us  in  the  past  are  forgotten  but  the  genial  associ- 
ciation,  the  records  of  our  mutual  labors  have 
j)assed  into  history,  and  shall  be  remeinbeied  as 
long  as  t'le  human  mind  delights  to  dwell  upon 
pleasant  memories.  I  am  confident  that  I  express 
our  united  sentiment  in  ardently  desiring  that  the 
life  of  our  President  in  all  its  future  shall  be  both 
successful  and  i)rosperous. 

Mr.  Dean  of  AV  ard  12— It  is  impossible  to  add 
anything  to  ths  remarks  already  made,  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  n't  necessary  to  make  any  remarks 
whatever  to  assure  our"  President  of  "the  regard 
and  affection  of  us  all.  I  wish,  however,  to  say 
that  during  this  year  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  a 
slight  honor  to  ineside  over  the  deliberations  of 
this  body.  If  the  members  of  the  next  Council 
devoue  themselves  to  their  duties  with  the  same 
fidelity  that  the  members  of  this  have  done 
these  past  two  years,  the  citizens  of  Boston  will 
not  have  occasion  to  find  fault  with  their  endeav- 
ors to  faithfully  discharge  their  duties.  I  have 
esteemed  it  a  great  honor  to  belong  to  this  body. 
I  look  upon  the  Common  Council  of  Boston,  elect- 
ed as  it  is  from  the  various  sections  of  a  great  and 
growing  city,  and  called  upon  to  pass  upon  the 
more  important  matters  that  affect  its  interest;  I 
look  upon  this  body  as  one  to  which  any  gentleman 
111  the  community  may  aspire  to  bel"ong,  and  to 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  any  gentleman  who  has  the 
interest  of  the  city  at  heart  ought  to  be  willing, 
once  111  a  while,  to  devote  a  year's  service.  It  can 
be  done  without  interfering  mateiially  with  the 
business  of  most  gentlemen.  I  have  remained  as 
long  as  I  felt  that  I  could.  I  should  have  been 
very  glad  to  have  been  returned,  but  I  found  that 
it  was  rather  too  much  inteifering  with  my  own 
private  interests:  and  the  fact  that  1  stayedaway 
is  not  because  I  have  not  found  delight  in  the  as- 
sociations and  intercourse  with  my  fellow  mem- 
bers. I  have  besn  a  member  of  tlie  State  Senate, 
but  so  far  as  the  discharge  of  their  duties  they 
have  been  done  quite  as  well  during  the  past  year 
in  this  as  that  body,  and  the  intercourse  is  just  as 
pleasant.  I  will  agree  that  in  the  {general 
estimatiop  the  duties  here  are  not  as  high  as 
there.  This  is  a  mistake,  and  I  think  that  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  will  properly  estimate  them  if 
the  position  will  be  esteemed  as  honorable  as  .iny 
in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  ir — It  would  seem  almost 
a  work  of  supererogation  for  me  to  under- 
take to  add  anything  to  what  has  already 
been  well  and  eloquently  said  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  preceded  me ;  but  1 
cannot  let  this  moment  pass  without  adding 
my  humble  tribute  to  the  volume  of  confidence 
and  respect  and  affection  which  I  have  no  doubt 
is  welling  up  from  the  heart  of  every  member  of 
this  Council.  Our  President  is  young  in  years, 
and  if  he  goes  on  in  the  course  which  he  has 
marked  out  for  himself;    if  in  the  duties  to  which 


his  fellow-citizens— as  I  hope  they  will— call  him, 
he  observes  the  same  dignity,  courtesy  and  fair- 
ness that  have  marked  his  career  in  this  body,  the 
cominiiQity  which  owns  him  and  accepts  his  ser- 
vices will  be  rich  indeed.  I  second  the  passage  of 
the  resolve. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— A  year  ago  it  was  my 
privilege  to  say  a  word  in  support  or  the  resolu- 
tion of  thanks,  at  the  close  of  the  .session,  and  I 
am  happy  again  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  ca 
pacity,  and  courtesy,  and  fairness  with  which  *^he 
administration  of  the  duties  of  the  Chair  have 
been  characterized  during  the  year  now  drawing 
to  a  close.  How  well  he  has  met  the  require- 
ments of  the  position,  and  how  skilfully  he  has 
guided  our  proceedings,  and  fairly  and  impar- 
tially he  has  treated  every  member,  no  words 
froni  me  are  needed  to  say.  It  can  be 
said  now,  as  it  was  a  year  ago,  that  no 
decision  of  the  Chair  has  ever  been  ap- 
pealed from  with  success,  and  although 
some  members  may  sometimes  have  thought 
that  the  ruling  mignt  have  been  different,  yet  I 
think  that  if  any  one  of  them  had  been  in"  the 
chair  he  could  not  have  safely  and  successfully 
departed  from  it,  for  things  often  appear  differ- 
ent to  a  person  inside  of  a  position  from  what  they 
do  to  those  outside,  and  immedi.ntely  one  becomes 
an  actor,  difficulties  are  presented'to  view  which 
as  a  mere  spectator  he  never  would  see.  As  I  look 
back  upon  the  Council  of  1874,  and  remember  the 
many  important  matters  which  have  come  before 
us  for  our  deliberation,  .and,  with  the  diversity  of 
sentiment,  consider  the  harmony  wiiich  "has 
marked  our  deliberations,  the  general  freedom 
without  rancor  and  unfairness  that  has  pre- 
vailed, I  feel  how  much  we  are  indebted  to  the 
careful  discretion  and  grace  with  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  administered  the  high  trust  committed 
to  his  hands;  and  as  he  leaves  the  chair  for  the 
last  time,  I  know  he  will  bear  with  him  the  friend- 
shin  and  cordial  good  vv'i^hes  of  every  gentleman 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  concur  with  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken,  especially  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  We  have  sat  (Jpposite  to  each 
other,  drawing  inspiration  and  logic  from  each 
other.  I  agree  with  him  upon  all  the  greet  ques- 
tions of  law  a'"d  logic,  except  the  water  question. 
When  1  look,  sir,  at  youi  pleasing  face,  it  reminds 
me  of  our  former  City  (Government  over  the 
bridge.  We  did  things  a  little  differently  there. 
Over  there  the  Chairman  did  all  the  business  and 
the  members  made  all  the  points  of  law  and  logic. 
Here  I  find  that  every  gentleman  does  his 
own  talking,  and  the  Chair  states  the 
points  according  to  "Cushing's  Manual."  Per- 
haps when  I  first  came  here  I  was  dis- 
posed 10  expand  myself;  but  just  as  I  have  got 
my  voice  toned  to  this  beautiful  temple  I  am  left 
at  home.  I  got  only  twenty-seven  votes,  and 
shall  have  to  retire  to  private  life.  I  regret  to  lose 
the  pleasing  countenance  of  the  President,  and  I 
hope  he  will  enjoy  himself  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life  ;  and  I  hope  that  in  the  natural  increase 
of  life  our  sons  may  sit  here  before  his  sou  as  the 
President  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Thacher  of  AVard  l.'j,  a  rising 
vote  was  taken  on  the  resolutions,  and  they  were 
adopted  unanimously. 

THE   PRESIDENT'S  RESPONSE. 

The  President  resumed  the  ;:hair  and  said — 
Uentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— Your  words 
of  commendation  and  confidence  and  friendship  in 
this  last  hour  of  our  relation  together  as  members 
and  President  sink  deeply  into  my  heart.  I  thank 
you  most  sincerely  for  thein.  Without  an  excep- 
tion worthy  of  any  notice,  or  fit  to  mention  at  all, 
every  member  of  this  Council,  during  the  entire 
year,  has  extended  to  me  such  courteous  treat- 
ment and  manifested  towards  me  so  murh  confi- 
dence, that  I  owe  in  a  large  mea-"ure  to  them  what- 
ever degree  of  success  you  may  think  has  attended 
my  discharge  of  the  extremely  delicate  and  re- 
sponsible duties  of  this  office.  Whoever  occupies 
this  chair  cannot  fail  to  realize  how  jiowerless  he 
would  become  without  your  continued  forbear- 
ance and  sui)port.  He  is  your  servant  and  not 
your  master.  His  patience  must  be  untiling  and 
his  impartiality  must  know  no  variance.  1  take 
pleasure  also  in  mentioning  the  valuable  assist- 
ance which  I  have  constantly  received  from  Mr. 
Gregg,  the  accomplished  Clerk  of  this  Council, 
whose  long  experience  and  graceful  efficiency  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  make  him  an  invalu- 
able aid.  I  had  prepared  a  brief  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  this   body  during  the  year,  but   it 
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would  be  needless  to  repeat  it  or  for  you  to  listen 
to  it.  Your  fortunate  determination  this  evening 
of  one  leading  (juestion  which  has  been  before 
this  body,  makes  a  portion  of  iny  intended  re- 
marks quite  inappropriate.  As  to  the  rest  you 
are  as  familiar  with  the  subjects  as  1  am, 
and  I  may  as  well  omit  any  review  of 
them  at  this  late  hour.  Permit  me  to  say 
that  your  discuissions  upon  all  subjects,  espe- 
cially Upon  the  great  question  of  water,  have  been 
most  able,  and  have  evinced  an  honest  purpose  to 
furnish  the  city  with  the  best  and  most  economi- 
cal supply,  and  to  save  the  city  all  need- 
less expenditures.  I  believe  that,"  for  intelli- 
gent discussion  and  careful  regard  for  the 
subjects  that  have  come  before  you,  this 
Council  has  distinguished  itself  exceedingly. 
In  this  hour  of  running  back  over  the 
record  of  the  year,  we  cannot  fail  to  re- 
member one  of  our  number,  Hillman  B.  Barnes, 
whose  sudden  death  struck  sadness  to  all  our 
hearts.  We  recall  his  genial,  honest  face,  his 
manly  toearing,  his  cordial  and  hearty  greeting,  and 
piously  cast  another  parting  tear  upon  his  untime- 
ly giave.  I  desire  again  to  thank  you  for  all  your 
kindness  and  forbearance  with  me  during  the  en- 


tire year.  1  assure  you  that  as  in  after  years  I 
.shall  gather  this  Council  together  and  look  down 
into  your  faces  in  my  memory,  it  will  be  a  con- 
stantly lecurring  pleasure  to  me.  I  shall  see  no 
one  that  I  have  purposely  slighted  or  dealt  with 
in  anything  but  the  spirit  of  intentional  justice 
and  kindness.  And  as  we  separate  today  I  com- 
mend to  you  all  my  best  wishes  for  your  constant 
happiness  and  prosperity.  If  we  have  all  striven 
to  the  best  of  our  respective  abilities  to  discharge 
faithfully  and  unselfishly  the  various  duties  that 
have  fallen  to  us  here,  and  kept  sacredly  the  trusts 
committed  to  our  charge,  and  have  been  ti-ue  to 
the  oaths  we  took  upon  entering  this  chamber  at 
first;  if  as  public  seiTants  we  nave  never  given 
service  to  conflicting  private  interests,  either  our 
own  or  those  of  any  others ;  if  we  have  devoted  to 
our  proud  city  a  year  of  honest  service  without 
compensation  or  hope  of  reward,  but  only  tor  the 
public  good  ;  if  whatever  errors  we  have  commit- 
ted in  our  public  acts  are  those  of  judgment  only 
and  not  of  purpose— then  we  may  always  hereafter 
look  back  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  our 
connection  with  the  Common  Council  of  1874. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  "Ward  1,  th^  Council 
adjourned  sine  die. 
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Adioiirned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  i)residiug. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

On  petition  of  George  H.Ellis,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  7  Tremont 
place,  an  order  of  notice  wasi>ai-sed  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday,  Jan.  l(i,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

PETITION  KEFERRED. 

To  the  CowiiMtee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
board.  William  Houseman,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
stable  for  one  horse  in  rear  of  22  Centre  street, 
Roxbury. 

PAPERS  FROBI  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Report  and  nominations  of  Inspectors  of  Light- 
ers and  certificate  of  election  of  Messrs.  Brooks 
and  Geyer;  an  orilinance  relating  to  t^e  Law  De- 
partment; order  for  Committee  o.i  Finance  to 
provide  means  for  laying  out  Swett  street — sev- 
erally came  up  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 
The  Board  concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  $2000  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Quarantine  to  be  used  for  placing  a 
new  condenser  in  steamer  Samuel  Little.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  ordinance 
in  relation  to  truants;  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  \..  A.  Gibson  ;  no  actioa 
necessary  on  request  for  new  rooms  for  kinder- 
garten school.    Severally  accepted. 

Order  to  pay  f  500  additional  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council.    Passed. 

Order  to  provide  documents  for  members. 
Passed. 

Resolve  of  thanks  to  General  B.  F.  Butler  for 
offer  of  Sudbury  River.    Passed. 

Order  referring  all  business  before  joint  com- 
mittees to  next  City  Government.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  (City  Doc.  177)  to  seize  the  wa- 
ter of  Sudbury  River,  and  amendment  to  orde'-. 
Passed. 

The  order  to  change  the  conditions  on  land  pur- 
chased of  the  citv  by  N.  S.  Wilbur  came  up 
amended  so  as  not  to  require  the  erection  of  a 
building  in  two  years.    The  Board  concurred. 

PRISONS. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  second  semi- 
annual report  of  the  Committee  on  Prisons  (City 
Doc.  137).    Placed  ou  file. 

PAVING. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  William  Wilson  et  al.,  for  removal  of 
fence  on  West  Canton  street;  Jordan,  Marsh  & 
Co.  et  al.,  for  paving  of  Bennet  street  with  wood  ; 
Sar:ih  Contrey  ei  (/L,  for  grade  damages:  .John  J. 
Williams,  for  abatement  of  Cobb-street  sidewalk 
assessment;  Jane  Delaney  e<  al.,  for  grade  dam- 
ages ;  Sigment  Anderson  and  wife,  for  grade  dam- 
ages.   Severally  accepted. 

Order  to  pay  Rtbecca  C.  Billings  $325  for  grade 
damages  on  Providence  street.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Old  Colony  Railroad  to  laj'  track  across 
Foundry  street,  as  they  have  not  obtained  legisla- 
tive authority.    Accepted. 

Report  on  order  to  ascertain  by  what  authority 
telegraph  poles  have  been  inserted  in  the  side- 
walks of  that  poition  of  Atlantic  avenue  formerly 
known  as  Broad  street.  A  permit  was  granted 
Feb.  9, 1865,  to  the  Insulated  Lines  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, to  erect  poles  in  Bioad  and  other  streets. 
This  company  was  subsequently  merged  in  the 
Franklin  Telegraph  Company,  and  seven  poles 
now  on  Atlantic  avenue,  formerly  Broad  street, 
are  the  property  of  that  company.  The  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  have  erected  sixteen 
poles  in  said  Atlantic  avenue  without  obtaining 
authority  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Accept- 
ed. * 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  the  confirm- 


ation of  the  appointment  of  Lawrence  M.  Masury 
as  a  member  of  the  Police  Department.  Report 
accepted  and  appointment  confirmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Victuallers'  licenses  granted — Susannah  Bush, 
508  Washington  street;  Herbert  Gray,  G85  Wash- 
ington street. 

Severally  accepted. 

SALE    OF  BAGGAGE. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  superintend  the  sale  of  baggage  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Depot,  submitted  a  report 
that  said  sale  had  taken  place.    Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  REFERRED. 

Alderman  Brooks  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  na- 
ture in  the  hands  of  the  several  committees  of 
this  Board  be  referred  to  the  next  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 
Passed. 

THANKS  TO  THE  MAYOR. 

Alderman  Emerv  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen be  presented  to  his  honor  the  Mayor  for 
the  uniform  courtesy,  imiiartiality  and  dignity 
which  he  has  shown  in  presiding  over  it=  deliber- 
ations and  in  his  official  intercourse  with  the 
members ;  and  that  we  tender  him  our  congiatu- 
•  lations  upon  the  successful  administration  of  the 
municipal  government  during  the  past  year. 

Alderman  Emery— I  offer  this  resolution  not  be- 
cause of  its  being  the  usual  custom,  but  because 
it  is  appropriate  and  the  statements  therein  true 
to  the  letter.  My  first  acquaintance  with  his 
honoi  the  Mayor  was  formed  here,  and  I  can 
truly  say  that  fhat  acquaintance  has  been  most 
agreeable  to  me,  and  has  ripened,  I  trust,  into  a 
true  friendship  to  be  as  lasting  as  life.  Of  his 
official  acts  I  need  not  say  one  word.  Our  actions 
here  have  so  far  met  his  approval  as  not  to  call 
forth  from  him  the  veto  to  any  of  our  proceed- 
ings. And  I  must  congratulate  the  members  here 
who  have  been  reelected  for  another  term,  that 
they  are  to  have  the  same  firm  and  agreeable  gen- 
tleman to  preside  over  their  deliberations  from 
time  to  time  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery  tne  question 
was  taken  by  a  rising  vote  and  the'resolution  was 
passed  unanimously. 

His  honor  Mayor  Cobb  took  the  chair  and  said : 

THE  MAYOR'S    ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen — The  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
resolution  you  have  just  passed  are  in  accord  with 
the  constant  courtesy  and  friendly  consideration 
that  I  have  received  at  your  hacds  durin'^  the  time 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  associated  with  you. 

While  1  am  fully  conscious  of  my  own  short- 
comings, I  cannot  o\  erlook  the  kindness  that  has 
prompted  this  last  official  act  of  yours.  Accept, 
therefore,  my  thanks  for  this  renewed  expression 
of  your  good  will,  and  let  me  assure  you  that  I 
shall  always  look  back  with  genuine  satisfac- 
tion upon'  the  pleasant  intercourse  I  have 
had  with  you  during  th^se  twelve  months  of 
official  labor.  Your  labors  have  been  con- 
tinuous and  onerous;  but  they  hive  been  cheer- 
fully rendered,  and  I  am  glad  to  bear  this 
public  testimony  to  the  ability,  the  zeal  and  the 
fidelity  with  which  you  have  discharged  them. 
The  enlargement  of  the  city  by  annexation  and 
by  its  natural  growth  has  brought  a  correspond- 
ing increase  to  the  labors  of  all  who  are  connect- 
ed with  the  administration  of  its  concerns,  so  that 
it  has  become  almost  impossible  properly  to  man- 
age the  affairs  of  this  metropolis  under  the  exist- 
ing system.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  a 
new  charter  will  soon  be  adopted,  under  which 
I  am  confident  our  municipal  affairs  will  be  more 
efficiently  and  more  economically  conducted  than 
can  be  done  under  the  present  system,  and  the 
labors  of  the  members  of  the  City  "Council  will  be 
at  the  same  time  materially  lessened. 

The  record  of  our  year's  doings  is  made  up ;  and 
if  we  shall  retire  with  our  self-respect  preserved, 
and  with  a  consciousness  of  labors  performed  up- 
rightly and  according  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  as 
I  firmly  believe  we  shall  do,  we  need  not  be  anx- 
ious about  the  judgment  passed  upon  us  by  our 
constituents. 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  occasion  to  nass 
without  expressing  my  sense  of  the  grci-t  obliga- 
tions I  am  under  to  the  City  Clerk,  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  and  to  the  several  heads  of  depart- 
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ments  for  the  valuable  aid  and  counsel  which 
they  have  in  the  kindliest  manner  accorded  to  me 
up  to  the  present  moment.  The  people  of  Boston 
are  fortunate  in  having;  such  competent  agents  to 
carry  into  effect  the  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  let  me  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  the  friendships  that  have 
been  formed  in  this  place  may  not  terminate 
with  our  official  separation,  but  rather  be. culti- 
vated and  ripened  in  the  days  that  are  before  us, 
and  be  continued  to  the  end;  and  may  Heaven's 
choicest  blessings  rest  now  and  always' upon  each 
one  of  you. 

THANKS  TO  THE  CHAIRMAN. 

Alderman  Cutter  offei  ed  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are 
due  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to  John  T. 
Clark,  Esq.,  for  his  constant  attendance  at  its 
meetings  and  for  the  deep  interest  he  has  mani- 
fested In  the  important  transactions  of  the  Board, 
and  also  for  the  patience  and  forbearance  in 
which,  as  Chairman,  he  has  guided  the  delibera- 
tions of  his  associates  during  the  past  year. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  1 
can  add  anything  to  the  language  of  the  resolu  - 
tion  ihat  wiU  make  it  any  more  in  unison  with 
the  feelings  of  my  own  heart  or  the  hearts  of  my 
associates.  I  think  every  one  will  agree  with  me 
in  the  indorsement  of  that  resolution.  Having  been 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  I  am  familiar  with  the 
duties  of  the  arduous  position.  None  except 
those  who  have  performed  those  duties  know  how 
arduous  they  are.  I  do  not  know  of  a  position  ii» 
any  legislative  body  in  this  country  which  equals 
the  duties  of  the  Chairman  of  this  Board 
of  Aldermen.  I  take  particular  pleasure, 
Mr.  Mayor,  in  having  the  opportunity 
to  render  my  testimony  —  which  has  been 
fully  confirmed  by  experience— to  the  honesty  and 
integrity  of  our  Chairman.  Our  meetings  have 
been  lengthy,  and  we  have  done  our  duty.  No 
Board  of  Aldermen,  in  my  judgment,  has 
done  any  more  duty  towards  the  subjects 
presented  here  than  we  have.  "VVe,  per- 
haps, may  have  been  called  the  debating 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Every  subject  has  been 
thoroughly  ventilated,  and  we  have  expressed 
and  interchanged  our  ideas  with  one  another;  and 
while  people  who  are  perhaps  not  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  the  Board  may  think  we  discuss 
subjects  longer  and  more  than  is  necessary.  In 
my  j  udgment  the  more  you  discuss  them  the  better 
you  are  acquainted  with  and  more  competent  to 
vote  uf>on  them.  We  have  had  an  unusual  lati- 
tude in  debate,  thiough  the  forbearance  of  our 
Chairman,  which,  in  my  judgment,  has  result- 
ed in  good  to  the  city  of  Bosto-.i.  Mi.  Mayor, 
this  is  the  close  of  my  service  in  this  City  Hall;  I 
feel  sad,  although  I  exnerience  a  seni-e  of  .loy  to 
know,  that  I  am  no  longer  hourd  to  come  here  day 
after  day  as  1  have  tor  the  last  four  years.  Yet  I 
feel  pleased  to  know  that  the  deities  are  leit 
upon  the  shoulders  of  men  who  have  been 
elected  here  for  the  coming  year,  whom  we 
can  rely  upon.  Inmy  judgmeutthose  duties  will  be 
well  performed.  This,  sir,  is  the  close  of  the 
fourth  year  of  my  association  with  this  City  Hall. 
The  present  chairman  has  been  associated  with 
me  the  past  three  years,  and  I  have  found  him  a 
social  companion  and  a  good  man  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion of  Alderman ;  and  I  rejoice  that  he  has  been 
elected  for  the  year  to  come. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Alderman  Clark  resumed  the  chair  and  said : 

THE  CHAIRMAN'S  ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Al  Jermen- The  close 
of  our  official  year  is  at  hand,  and  the  labors  of 
the  City  Council  of  1874  will  soon  be  at  an  end. 
Before  our  final  adjournment,!  wish  to  acknowl- 


eds'e  and  return  mv  sincere  thanks  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board,  for  the  uniform  kindness  and 
courtesy  which  have  been  accorded  to  lue  as  its 
presiding  officer. 

In  accepting  the  position  to  which  you  kindly 
elected  me,  I  did  so  reluctantly,  distrustmg  my 
fitness  for  it;  and  now,  at  the  close  of  my  term 
of  office,  I  feel  that  whatever  measure  of  success 
has  attended  my  administration  of  its  duties  is 
to  be  credited  to  the  assistance  I  have  always  re- 
ceived at  your  hands.  The  forbearance  you  have 
ever  shown  has  made  the  position  one  of  instruc- 
tion and  pleasure.  I  desire  also  to  express  the 
great  obligations  under  which  I  rest  to  our  faith- 
ful City  Clerk  for  his  invaluable  assistance, 
which  lias  always  been  so  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully rendered.  Thoroughly  conversant  as 
he  is  with  everyt-hing  connected  with  this 
branch  of  the  City  Government,  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  bear  witness  to  the  alacrity 
with  which  he  always  responds  to  any  and  every 
call  for  information.  Your  dutiesj  gentlemen, 
have  been  more  arduous  in  some  respects  than 
those  of  any  of  your  predecessors,  and  I  think  I 
can  truly  say  that  the  interests  of  the  city  have 
not  suffered  at  your  hands.  In  passing  upon  the 
numerous  and  varied  questions  which  come  be- 
fore the  Government  of  a  large  city  like  this,  it  is 
to  be  expected  that  decided  differeiices  of  opinion 
will  be  developed,  and  members  have  done  no 
more  than  their  duty  in  earnestly  advocating  the 
adoption  of  those  measures  which  they  honestly 
believed  would  result  in  advancing  the  welfare  of 
the  city. 

The  times  have  not  been  favorable  to  the  in- 
auguration of  any  new  enterprises  except  those 
clearly  demanded  by  the  growth  ot  the  city,  and 
it  is  to  the  credit  of  this  Board  that  no  measures 
have  received  its  approval  unless  they  could  bear 
the  test  of  full  and  free  discussion.  Many  im- 
portant improvements  which  were  begun  in 
1873  have  been  completed  during  the  past 
year.  The  new  portion  of  Washington  street, 
between  Cornhill  and  Haymarket  square, 
and  the  numerous  streets,  places  and  squares  on 
the  "Burnt  District,"  have  been  paved  and  opened 
to  public  travel.  The  improvement  of  the  North- 
ampton-street District,  by  raising  the  grade  oo  as 
to  secure  proper  drainage,  has  been  substantially 
completed,  at  comparatively  small  expense  to  the 
city,  and  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  those 
who  had  charge  of  the  work.  This:  improvement, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  extension 
of  Swett  street  across  South  Bay,  will  encourage 
the  owners  of  the  unoccupied  laiids  and 
flats  in  that  vicinity  to  utilize  their  property,  and 
the  city  will  in  this  way  find  its  compensation  for 
all  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred. 

The  last  and  mo^t  important  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  for 
procuring  a  permanent  supply  of  pure  ■«  ater  from 
Sudbury  River.  No  question  has  ever  received  a 
more  careful  and  thorough  examination  on  the 
part  of  the  city  authoiities  than  this  one, 
and  I  believe  that  the  action  which 
has  been  taken  will  be  fully  justified  by  the  re- 
sults. There  are  many  other  matters  concerning 
the  welfare  of  the  city  which  have  been  acted 
upon  during  the  past  year,  but  I  will  not  occupy 
your  time  by  commenting  upon  them  now. 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely,  gentlemen,  for  the 
kind  expression  of  respect  and  esteem  contained 
in  the  resolution  which  you  have  adopted,  and  I 
beg  to  assure  yon  that  I  fuUy  reciprocate  them. 

I  await  your  further  pleasure. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  final  proceed- 
ings were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  Board  ad- 
journed sine  die. 
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